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structed, 237 
Salmon's  Leap,  the,  112 
Scotland,  the  Salmon  Season  in,  183 
Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association,  249, 
316 

Sea  Angler,  a  Snug  Berth  for  a,  54 
Sea  Fish,  Some  Recent  Discoveries  Con- 
cerning, 147 
Sea  Fishing,  8,  24,  44,  61,  79,  99,  120, 
138,  156,  174,  192,  212,  231,  245,  261, 
277 

Seamen's  Institution,  the  Royal  Alfred 
Aged  Merchant,  228 

Season's  Outlook,  the,  240 

Sea  Trout  Angling,  Early,  151 

Sea  Trout  Problem,  221 

Severn  Fisheries,  the,  81 

Severn,  Fishing  in  the,  308 

Severn  Fishing  Rights,  376 

Severn  Salmon,  the  Life  of  a,  347 

Shallow  Swims  and  Colour  of  Rods,  Con- 
cerning, 367 

Singer  Bicycles,  Improvements  in,  447 

Soft  Crabs,  15 

Some  Notes  on  the  Old  River,  152 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  336 

"  Sparklet  "  System,  the,  325 

Spring  Angler,  The  Early,  51 

"  Spring  Fever,"  170 

Spring  Rambles,  361 

Spring  Salmon  Lures,  69,  87 

Squid,  Capture  of,  426 

Stone  Fly  and  Its  Larva,  the,  113 

"  Straw  Hat "  Paste  for  Roach,  &o.,  444 

Stray  Ca»ts,  116 

Sussex  Anglers,  An  Evening  with,  249 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Annual  Dinner, 
249 

Sutherland    Waters,    Re-stocking  with 

Salmon  aud  Trout,  416 
Sutton's  Angling  Society,  11 
Sweden,  A  Fishing  Tour  in,  16,  34 
Sweden  as  a  Fishing  Ground,  3  42 

Tackle — Artificial  Baits,  &c.,  74,  150, 
226,  255,  278,  287,  302,  306,  316,  325, 
341,  342,  343,  344,  347,  444 

Tackle  Makers,  Guide  to,  105 

"  Tailing  "  Grayling,  56 

Tarpon  Angler  and  Artist,  a,  225 


Tasmania,  A  Fishing  Record  in,  268 
Tasmania,  A  Note  from,  333 
Tasmanian  Bush,  In  the  325 
Tees  Fishery  Board,  101 
Terrapin,  The  Famous,  11 
Thames,  The,  as  a  Game-Fish  River,  241 
Thames  as  a  Salmon  Eiver,  the,  323 
Thames  and  Severn  Canal,  The  Revived, 
76 

Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  65, 

150,  297 

Thames  Angling   Preservation  Society, 
Extracts  from  the   Diamond  Jubilee 
Blue  Book  of,  456 
Thames  Pike  bo  Preserved,  Should,  353 
Thames  Re-stocking  Association.  281,  290. 
339 

Thames  River  Keepers'  Dinner,  226 
Thames  Salmon  Association,  427 
Thames  Trout,  Large  (Real  and  Alleged) 
456 

Thames  Tr»uting,  Some  Recent,  256 
Tips  by  a  Veteran   Clear-water  Worm 

Fisherman,  Some,  18,  39 
Trawling,  a  Plea  for  Steam,  253 
Trent,  Fishing  Rights  on  the,  117 
Trout  Fishing  (from  the  Trout's  Point  of 

View),  426 
Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  (Scot- 
land), 239 
Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland,  River,  347 
Trout  Hunting  in  the  Fatherland,  72 
Trout  Water,  Lion  Hote',  Farningham, 
185 

Trouting  Season  Proper,  the,  322 
Tweed  Salmon  Flies,  Some  Old,  89 
Two  Pictures,  224 

Unexpected  Haul,  an,  326 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  333 

Usk,  Salmon  Fishing  in  the  River,  40 

Veracity,   Angling,   from  a  Scientific 

Standpoint,  237 
Vyrnwy,  Lake,  37 

Vymwy,  Opening  of  the  Season  on  Lake, 
272 

Walton,  Another  Izaak  Walton  Relic, 
38 

Walton,  the  Re-appearance  of  Izaak,  73 
Wandle,  Another  Part  Threatened,  367  , 
Warrington  Anglers'  As.sociation,  29,  189 
Weather  Balance,  The,  132 
Wellington  Angling  Society,  407 
Westmeath  Lakes,  May  Fly  Fishing  in 
the,  239 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers,  396 

Wet  and  Dry  Fly  Fishing,  Advantages  of 

Combining,  36 
Wey,  the,  447 

Whaling  Industry,  the  Australian,  153 
Whit  Monday  Quarrel,  a,  382 
Whitsuntide  Holiday  Arrangements,  33$,' 

337,  347  ■  ■  ' 

Whitty's  Illustrated  Price  List,'  20 
Why  Not  Angling  Association,  208 
Williams,    Coming  of    Age    of  Miss 

Florence,  65 
Wimbledon  Lake,  327 
Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Annual 

Dinner,  265 
Windsor  Competition,  27 
Wind-up,  the,  216 

Winter  Roach  Fishing,  a  Reminiscence 
of,  202  -        .  - 

Wolverhampton  Working  Men's  Club,  121. 
Wye  Board  of  Conservators,  368 
Wyresdale  Fishing  Competition,  233 
Wyresdale    Fishery,   some  Illustrations 
from  the  Prospectus,  70 

Yachting  Exhibition  at  Royal  Aquarium, - 

32  " 
Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society,  189, 

368 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers,  336 
Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association,  159 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  117 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Abbahami,  Testimonial  to  Ben,  860,  380, 

400,  420,  440,  460 
Alyn,  Rainbow  Trout  in  the,  360 
Ambltve,  Trouting  on  the,  459 
Amarica,  the  Salmon  Question  in,  379 
American  "  Cnt-Thro*t  "  Trout,  400 


AndoTer,  Fishingj  Near,  164 

Anglers'  Association,  Netting  and  Re- 
stocking Fund,  14,  31,  60,  86,  110,  146, 
200,  284,  300,  340 

Anglesey,  Fishing  in,  236 

Angooltme,  France,  Fishing  at,  146 


Ardennes,  Trouting  on  the  Ambl^ve,  459 
Automatic   Poaching   Spring   Hook,  an, 
380,  420 

Avon  and  Erme  Fishing  Association,  50,  68 

Avon,  May  Fly  on  the,  400 

Axe,  the  Continued  Pollution  of  the,  320 


Ba«,  Pishing  Bag  Wanted,  128,  146,  164 
Bait  Preservative,  14,  32 
Bait  Preserving,  Improved,  48 
Bait,  Sale  of  Preserved,  Forbidden,  &c., 
320 

Bait!  in  the  Close  Season,  182,  200 
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Bass  and  Grey  Mullet  Fishing,  379,  400, 

439,  440,  459,  460 
Bass,  Black,  440 
Bats  and  the  Fly,  299 
Birds  of  Prey  at  Battersea  Park,  86 
Birmingham  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  Proposed, 

220 

Black  Bass,  440 

Black  Bass,  and  th«  Waters  the  Two 

Kinds  are  Suited  for,  379  •      ■  ■ 
Black  Forest,  Trout  Fishing  in  the,  284 
Black  Gnat  or  Cooper's  Fancy,  439 
Blue  Bottle  Flies,  How  to  Breed,  .460  _  -  . 
Books  on  Angling,  British,  200 
Boom,  a  French  Sea  Fishing,  32 
Booms — The  Gentle  Anglers  !  67 
Booms,  Sea  Paternoster,  &c.,  60,  67,  109, 

128 

Bread  Crust  as  Bait  for  Eoaoh,  146,  163 
"  Breaking,''  the,  of  the  Shropshire  Meres 
110,  163 

Bream,  Bleak,  and  Pearls,  about,  128 
Bream,  Large,  360 

British  Columbia,  Salmon  Fishing  in,  340 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  110 
^Brougham,  ,W.  H.,  an  Acknowledgement, 

200  ' 

.&unton,  the  llit^  Di.,  Jokin'  wi'Deeffi- 
-Vculty,  267 

f  Brunton,  the  late  Dr.,  Thames  Trout,  268 

Cameinq  Out  in  Ireland,  420,  440  . 
Garter's  Trout  and  Salmon  Casts,  13 
'  Oaspian,  Fishing  on  the,  67 
•■Chichester  Canal,  Netting  the,  128 
Close  Season,  Baits  in  the,  182 
Close  Season  for  Trout  in  Scotland,  Bill 

for  Establishing  a,  300 
Clwyd,  N. W.,  Pike  in  the,  440 
Golnbrook,  Fishing  at,  252 
Colwyn  Bay,  Fishing  at,  299,  319 
Cooper's  Fancy,  299,  320,  360,  380,  400, 

439 

'"Cornwall,  Fisliing  kt  Newejiaay,  420,  460 
(furious  Experience,  a,  379 
Curious  Trout,  a,  68,  86 

Dace,  Roach,  and  What  Will  they  Lose 
after  Capture,  50 

■  Dam  Building,  Hints  Wanted,  360,- j<'  .  , 
Damper,  Gut  Casting  Line,  86      "  ' 
Dapping  as  an  Art,  200 

Dapping  Flies,  Baker's  Patent,  284,  300 

Darenth,  the,  359 

Darwin,  a  Note  from,  109 

Deal,  Fish  from,  by  Eail,  49 

Death  in  the  Oil  Lamp,  146 

Dee,  Carrog,  320 

Destruction  of  Tfout  and  Salmon  in  Nor- 
folk Streams,  86 

Destruction  of  'Trout  at  High  Wycombe, 

'32  ■  ' .  ■ 

Donegal,  Fishing  Quarters  Wanted,  360, 
380,  420,  440  • 

Dressing  for  a  Line  Wanted,  Soft,  340, 
360  - 

Dressing  for  Lines,  Vaseline  and  Kidney 
Fat  as,  32  =^ 

-  Dressing  of  Salmon  Fly  Wanted,  182 
Dry-Fly  Box,  Eaton  and  Deller's  Special, 

360,380 

'  Ducks  and  Drakes,  319,  340,  360,  399 

Eastbourne,  Fishing  near;  299 
'fi^ton  and  Deller's  Special  Dry-Ply  Box, 

':>■  860 

Eden,  Invitation  to  Fish  the,  200  - 

Edenbridge,  Fishing  at,  360  ....  :  " 
!BIwy,  May  Flies  Seen  on  the,  360  ' 

Esks,  North  and  South,  near  Brechin,  128 

Exmoor,  Fishing  at,  146 
>; Extraordinary  Close    Time    in  Nor^h 
France,  235,  283 

PiNNOCK  Yonng  Sea  Trout  T  Are,  236 
.  Fins  of  Fish  Growing  Again,  68,  86 
Fish-Breeder,  A  Young  French,  &o.,  459 
Fish  to  Paint  from  Wanted,  340 

-  fishing  Tackle  Trades'  Association,  Pro- 

posed, 268 
Pishing  Wanted,  440,  459 
^Plat  Fish,  68,  110 
."  Flat  Pish  and  Wire  Lines,  110, 128 
'  plight's  Fancy,  Golden  Dun  and,  14  ' 
'  Flijjht's  Fancy,  Be,  85 
V  ]6"loat  Iniide  a  Man,  A  Fishiiig,  252 
vFloat,  Beed,  440 
!  Fly-Dresser's  Library,  the,  85 

■  Tly  Fi«hi*g  near  Ipawioh,  400 


Fly-Tying  Silks,  85  ,  , 

Fly  Wings,  Material  for,  32 

Formalin  as  a  Bait  Preservative,  13,  32, 
48,  68,  439,  460 

France,  Trout  Fishing  in  North,  Extra- 
ordinary Close  Time,  235 

Fresh- Water  Fisheries,  Begulatipn  pf^  14, 
32  '  '■  ■ 

Galway,  Fishing  near,  340 
Garrison,  Lough  Melvin,  &c.,  380 
Geen  Spiral  Spinner,  The  Improved,  200 
Gentles  Bred  in  Winter,  252,  284 
Gentles,  How  to  Hear,  268 
Gentles,  When  and  How  to  Use,  220,  236 
Golden  Dun  and  Flight's  Fancy,  14 
Golf  Tee,  a  New,  440 
Good  Friday,  Skating  and  Boaeh  Fishing 
on,  236 

Grayling  Eat  Trout  Eggs,  110,  127 

Green  Drake  (May  Fly)  on  the  Suir,  319, 
340,  360,  399 

Green  Drake,  Things  Belated  and  Other- 
wise, 319,  310,  360,  399 

Grey  Mullet  and  Bass  Fishing,  379,  400, 
439,  440,  459,  460 

Gut  and  Things,  31 

Harden  Dry-fly  Eod,  14 
Hat,  Waterproof  Fishing,  236 
Hatching  of  Sea  Fish,  Artificial,  182 
Hertford  Angling  Society,  284 
Hook,  an  Automatic  Poaching  Spring, 
380,  420 

Horrocks,  the  late,  for  the  Widow  of,  200 
Hounslow,  Fishing  near,  182 
Huchen  Fishing  in  Bavaria,  14 
Hungerford  Fishery,  the,  300 

Illusion,  an  Optical,  299 
Immature  Fish,  Capture  of,  67 
Ingleton,  Fishing  at,  164 
Ipswich,  Fly  Fishing  Near,  400 
Ireland,  Camping  Out  in,  420,  440 
Ireland,  Fishing  at  Limerick,  420 
Ireland,  Fishing  in  Co.  Leitrim,  340,  360 
Ireland,  Hotel,  Grarrison,  Lough  Melvin, 
&c.,  380 

Ireland,  Large  Pike  and  Perch  Fishing 

in,  Wanted,  319,  340 
Ireland,  Quarters  in  Donegal  Wanted,  360, 

380,  420,  440 
Ireland,  Trout  Fishing  in,  319,  340 
Ireland,  Trout  Fishing  in ;  'Ware  Bulls, 

284 

Iron  Blue,  the,  146 

Itchen,  Capture  of  Young  Trout  in  the, 
300 

Japanese  Plies  and  Pishing,  284 
Jardine's  Pure  Silk  Fishing  Lines,  380, 
400 

Jed  anil  Teviot,  Record  of  Trout  Caught, 

236,  267 
Jokin'  wi'  Deefficiilty,  267 

Keswick,  Fishing  at,  440,  459 

Killaloe,  That  Big  Trout,  400 

KiUarney  Fishery  Development  Associa- 
tion, 182 

Killarney  Lakes,  299 

Killamey  Lakes,  a  Curious  Experience 
379,  420 

Kingsbridge,  a  Fisherman's  Paradise,  459 
Kirby,  John,  85 

Lake  Geneva,  Pishing  in,  164,  300 
Lakeland  Notes,  128,  145,  164 
Lamprey,  a  Large,  86 
Lancashire,  Fishing  in,  440,  459 
Landscape  and  Fishing,  128,  145 
Leatherhead,  Fishing  near,  50 
Ledgering,  Float,  164 
Leitrim,  Ireland,  Fishing  in,  340,  360 
Letterkenny,  Quarters  Recommended,  440 
Licences,  Why  do  we  Pay  for  Trout,  146, 
164 

Limerick,  Fishing  at,  420 
Lines  for  Sea  Fishing,  300 
Lobster  Pishing,  164 
Loch  Fyne,  FiEhmg  in,  200,  252 
Loch  Shin  and  its  Salmon,  460 
London,  Fishing  Wanted  Near,  440 
Lough  Derg  Queries,  &c.,  4«,  67,  128,  820 
Lough  Mislvin,  Ireland,  &c.,  85,  380 
Lowestoft,  Fishing  near,  340,  379 
Lune,  Brown  Trout  for  the,  200 
I^uton,  Fishing  near,  164 
Lychnobite,  a  YankASt  261  v 


Mahseer  in  India,  After,  219 

Manchester  AngUng  Club  Query,  267 

Malvern,  Fishing  near,  300 

Match,  Big  Fishing,  at  Wyresdale,  145 

May  Flies  Seen  on  the  Elwy,  360 

May  Fly,  Green  Drake  on  the  Suir,  360, 

319,  340,  399 

May  Fly,  Life  History  of  the,  182 
May  Fly  on  the  Amour,  the,  48 
May  Fly  on  the  Avon,  400 
May  Fly,  Stone  Fly  and,  163 
Merchant  Seamen,  Help  for  Old,  460 
Methylated  Spirit  v.  Formalin,  68 
Mid-Stream,  Fishing  Beyond,  145 
Mid-Taw  Trout  Fishery,  a  Correction,  299 
Midland  Counties  Fish  Culture  Establish- 
ment, the,  68 
Montreaux,  Pishing  at,  300 

Nettino  the  Chichester  Canal,  128 
Netting  the  Trent  at  Nottingham,  49,  68 
New  Zealand,  Pishing  in,  128 
Newquay,  Fishing  at,  420,  460 
Nice,  an  Angling  Society  for,  86 
Norfolk,  Destruotion  of  Trout  and  Salmon 
in,  86 

Normandy,  a  New  Trout  Fishing  Associa- 
tion in,  200 
Normandy,  Fishing  in,  164,  200 
North-East  Coast,  the,  320 
Norway,  Trout  Fishing  in,  319 
Norwegian  Hook,  the  Improved,  14 

Oil  Bottle,  Cummins'  Brass,  459 
Optical  Illusion,  299 
Otter,  the,  439 

Paradise  Wanted  and  Pound,  a  Fisher- 
man's, 459 

Patria,  Fishing  in  the  Lake  of,  146, 182,  200 

Pike,  a  201b.  Lea,  164,  380 

Pike    and    Perch  Fishing    in  Ireland 

Wanted,  Large,  319,  340 
Pike  Fishing  in  the  Winter  Months,  14 
Pike  Hanging  on  to  Weeds,  340 
Pike  in  the  Clwyd,  N.W.,  440 
Pike,  That,  101b.,  49 
Pollack  Fishing,  Bass  and,  439,  459,  460 
Pollution  of  the  Axe,  the  Continued,  320 
Pollution  from    Lead  Mine  Washings, 

River,  267 
Preservation  of  Salmon,  460 
Privileges,  Increased  Railway,  300 

Quarters,  comfortable  Pishing,  380 
Quarters  Recommended  at  Letterkenny, 
440 

Queries  Answered,  459 
Query,  a  Priie,  85 

Rainbow  Trout,  360 
Rainbow  Trout  in  the  Alyn,  360 
Rainbow  Trout,  Information  Wanted,  32 
Ray,  Capture  of  a  Sting,  off  Plymouth,  49 
Reed  Floats,  440 

Reservoirs,  Fishing  in  Waterworks,  268, 
300 

"  Resources  of  the  Sea,"  379 

Roach  and  Dace,  what  will  They  Lose 

after  Capture  ?  50 
Roach,  Bread  Crust  as  Bait  for,  146,  163 
Royal  Alfred  Aged  Merchant  Seamen's 

Institution,  460 
Rubber  Tube  for  Sea  Fishiag,  459 

"  Saioon  "  Line,  the,  400 

Sale  of  Preserved  Bait  Forbidden,  &c.,  320 

Salmon,  Loch  Shin,  460 

Salmon,  Why  do.  Take  the  Ply,  380,  400 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout,  31 

Salmon  Fishing,  85 

Salmon  Fishing  in  British  Columbia,  340 

Salmon  in  the  Thames,  300 

Salmon  Preservation,  460 

Salmon  Question  in  America,  the,  379 

Salmon  Rivers,  How  They  Ruin,  49 

Sark,  Fishing  in,  400 

Scotland,  Trout  Fishing  in,  &c.,  60 

Scotch  Sea  Pishing  Query,  &o.,  200,  252, 

320,  340 

Sea  Fishery^uery,  Saotch,  200,  282 

Sea  Fishing,  Lines  for,  300 

Sea  Pishing,  Rubber  Tube  for,  459 

Sea  Fishing  in  August,  360,  380 

Sea  Pishing  Query,  Scotch,  Ac,  200,  252, 

320,  340  -  ; 

Sea  Lines  and  Pulley  End-Ring,  Metal,  14 
Sea  Trout  for  the  Aquarium,  Frozen,  164 
See»  TrOut  in  the.  SeTeEa-atid  Vyrnwy,  220 


Seaton  (Devon),  Fishing  at,  420,  440 
Severn  Salmon  Take  a  Fly  ?  Do,  252,  268 
Silk  Fishing  Lines,  299,  320,  380,  400 
Silks,  Ply-Tying,  85 
Silkworms,  Indian,  13 
Soles,  Sale  of  Immature,  163 
Southend,  Sea  Fishing  at,  49,  67,  86,  400, 
'  420 

Southend  Pier,  A  Suggestion,  49 
Spain,  Trout  Fishing  in,  146,  164 
Squids,  Crayfish  and  Dories,  to  Catch,  420 
Sting  Ray,  Capture  of  a,  off  Plymouth,  49 
jtone  Fly,  Ac,  the,  49,  68,  145 
Stone  Fly  and  May  Fly,  163 
Stour,  Trout  for  the  Suffolk,  360 
Suffolk  Stour,  Trout  for  the,  360 
Sutherlandshire,  Fishing  in,  340 
Swans,  284 

Switzerland,  Fishing  in,  146,  164,  252, 
300 

Taylor,  Edmund,  of  Lancaster,  32,  50 

Teignmouth,  Fishing  at,  420,  459 

Teme  at  Ludlow,  Reported  Netting  of 

the,  252,  267,  268 
T.A.P.S.,  How  the.  Treats  its  Friends, 

252,  284 
Thames  as  a  Salmon  River,  359 
Thames,  Salmon  in  the,  300 
Thames,  The  Large  Trout  for  the,  68 
Thames  Re-stocking  Association,  164,  220 
Thames  River  and  Lock  Keepers'  Dinner, 

128,  145,  182,  200,  220 
Thames  Trout— The  Late  Dr.  Brnnton, 

268 

Thames  Trout,  Sizes  of,  14 

Things  Belated  and  Otherwise,  319,  340, 

360,  399 
Tod's  Latest  Rod,  E.M.,  236 
Torcross,  a  Fisherman's  Paradise,  459 
Torquay,  Fishing  near,  182 
Torridge,  Fishing  on  the,  68, 109,  200 
Trailing  at  Pulborough,  220 
Trent  as  a  Trout  River,  the,  359 
Trent  at  Nottingham,  Netting  the,  49,  68 
Trout,  American  "  Cut-Throat,"  400 
Trout,  Capture  of  Young,  in  the,  300 
Trout,  a  Curious,  68,  86 
Trout,  Destruotion  of,  at  High  Wycombe, 

32 

Trout,  That  Big,  400 
Trout,  the  Trent  as  a  Trout  River,  359 
Trout  for  the  Suffolk  Stour,  360 
Trout  with  Muddy  Flavour,  400,  420 
Trout  Fishing,  320 

Trout  Fishing  and  Bracing  Air  Wanted, 

267,  283,  300 
Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland  and  Norway, 

319,  340 

Trout  Fishing  in  May  Wanted,  182,  199, 
236 

Trout  Pishing  in  Scotland,  &c.,  50 
Trout  Fishing  Wanted,  85,  110 
Trout  Licences,  Why  do  we  Pay  for,  146, 
164 

Trout  that  Did,  a,  339 
Trouting  on  the  AmbUve,  459 

Ugie,  New  Arrangements,  236 
UUes water,  Fishing  in,  299,  320 
[Jnclean  Salmon,  182 

Vaseline  and  Kidney  Fat  as  Dressing 

for  Lines,  32 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  7th,  1899. 
THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 


A  CORRECTION. 
Sir  Samuel  Montague,  M.P.,  will  preside  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  to  be 
held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  8, 
not  Feb.  2  as  previously  stated. 


A  DAY'S  FISHING  FROM  JERU- 
SALEM. 


A  day's  fishing  from  Jerusalem !  I  do  not 
suppose  there  are  many  people  now  living  who 
ever  had  one,  and  it  is  more  than  fifty  years  since 
I  had  one  myself.  Some  months  ago  there  was  a 
short  letter  in  the  Finking  Gazette,  telling  of  the 
fi.sh  in  the  streams  which  run  into  the  Jordan, 
and  it  reminded  me  forcibly  of  very  happy  days 
spent  long  ago  with  gun  and  rod  on  the  banks  of 
some  of  those  streams. 

At  this  season  our  thoughts  naturally  turn  to 
that  land  of  sacred  memories.  A  land  which 
might  be  one  of  the  richest  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  but  is,  at  least  for  a  great  part  of  it,  a 
dexert.  But  the  streams  were  full  of  fish,  and  on 
the  hills  French  partridges  abounded,  there  were 
woodcocks  about  the  pools  of  Solomon,  quails  on 


the  plain  of  the  Jordan,  and  wild  boars  in  the 
jungle  near  Jericho. 

Jerusalem  is,  I  hear  and  read,  very  much 
changed.  Fifty  years  ago  there  was  not  a 
wheeled  vehicle  in  the  country,  but  now  the  train 
takes  you  from  JafPa  to  Jerusalem  in  a  few  hours, 
and  I  fear  that  before  long  the  traveller's  ears 
will  be  pierced  with  the  shrill  cry  of  the 
"  Bethlehem  'Bus,"  or  "  change  here  for  Jericho," 
when  he  arrives  at  the  Holy  City.  No  doubt  the 
new  state  of  things  will  be  much  more  convenient 
to  the  average  tourist  of  to-day.  A  Cook's 
ticket  will  take  you  to  what  are  called  all  the 
places  of  interest  in  the  Holy  Land,  but  you  will 
not  see  it  as  I  saw  it.  You  will  be  shown  sites  of 
sacred  places,  many  of  which  are  manifestly 
mythical,  but  of  the  scenery  of  the  country  and 
of  the  character  of  the  people  you  will  learn  little 
or  nothing. 

We  had  our  own  horses,  our  own  tents,  and  our 
own  servants,  and  wandered  at  our  own  sweet  will 
wherever  our  fancy  led  us.  So  it  came  about 
that  in  the  streams  in  Lebanon,  specially  those 
that  ran  into  the  head  waters  of  the  Jordan,  I 
saw  swarms  of  fishes.  Being  on  a  journey,  and 
no  tackle  handy,  there  was  no  chance  of  fishing ; 
otherwise,  from  future  experience,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  might  have  killed  big  baskets  of 
fish,  from  ^Ib.  to  fib.,  with  a  possible  pounder 
now  and  then. 

When,  we  arrived  at  Jerusalem,  where  I  lived 
for  more  than  a  year,  I  hunted  up  an  old  fishing 
book  which  held  some  tackle,  which  I  had  been 
accustomed  to  use  in  burn  fishing  in  Scotland, 
and  determined  that  I  would  be  prepared  if  ever 
I  came  across  another  stream  with  fish  in  it. 

About  the  end  of  February,  18 — ,  a  proclama- 
tion was  made  that  the  whole  family  was  to 
prepare  for  a  picnic  on  the  plain  of  the  Jordan. 
It  was  to  last  for  three  weeks  at  least,  and  per- 
haps more.  Tents  were  routed  out  and  looked 
over,  guns  cleaned,  and  powder  and  shot  (a  very 
scarce  article  in  those  days)  procured,  and  my  old 
fishing  book  overhauled. 

One  fine  morning  we  made  an  imposing  caval- 
cade— five  or  six  horses,  two  donkeys,  and  many 
mules  laden  with  tents  and  all  manner  of  stores. 
Out  of  the  St.  Stephen's  Gate  we  streamed  in  a 
long  procession,  over  the  shoulder  of  the  Mount 
of  Olives ;  and  down  the  long  defile,  past  the 
Castle  of  Blood,  we  wended  our  way  to  the  plain 
of  the  Jordan.  This  is  the  road  down  which  the 
traveller  went  who  was  robbed  and  left  for  dead 
by  the  wayside,  where  the  Good  Samaritan  found 
and  succoured  him.  It  had  an  evil  reputation  in 
the  days  of  which  I  write,  but  we  passed  through 
without  adventure,  and,  reaching  the  plain,  turned 
to  the  left,  and  pitched  our  camp  close  under 
what  is  supposed  to  be  the  site  of  the  ancient 
Jericho. 

There  was  one  large  dining  tent,  four  sleeping 
tents  for  ourselves,  and  one  or  two  for  the 
servants.  Having  made  friends  with  one  of  the 
chiefs  of  a  tribe  of  Bedouins  that  wander  about 
that  part  of  the  country  we  had  guides  and  guards 
supplied,  and  were  in  no  way  troubled  or 
molested. 

Not  far  from  our  camp  I  found  a  great  spring, 
the  Ain  es  Sultan  (possibly  the  "  Diamond  of  the 
Desert  "  of  Sir  Walter  Scott),  rising  just  under  a 
high  mound,  and  spreading  out  into  a  consider- 
able pool.  In  it  were  many  little  fish.  To 
cut  a  reed  from  the  bank  of  the  stream  below  and 
tie  a  gut  trace  to  it  did  not  take  long.  But  how 
about  bait  ?  No  worms  or  grubs  could  I  find,  so 
making  up  a  little  paste,  with  some  cotton  wool 
mixed  with  it,  I  cast  in  my  hook  carefully  covered, 
and  we  had  fish  for  supper.  They  would  not  have 
weighed  more  than  2oz.  or  3oz.  apiece,  but  they 
were  excellent  to  eat. 

The  next  day  being  Sunday,  we  went  for  a  walk 
in  the  afternoon  to  explore  our  surroundings,  and 
found  a  lovely  stream  rippling  down  from  a  deep 
gorge  in  the  hills  ;  its  banks  were  in  places  lined 
with  tall  canes,  and  just  where  it  emerged  from 
the  hills  it  was  spanned  by  an  old  Roman  aque- 
duct. As  we  walked  up  the  bank  the  stream  was 
sometimes  hidden  by  bushes  and  clumps  of  canes, 
but  we  could  s<^e  enough  of  it  to  show  that  if  there 
were  fish  in  it  it  would  afford  excellent  opportu- 
nities for  upstream  fishing  with  bait.  In  fact,  it 
reminded  us  of  Scotch  burns  from  which  we  had 
filled  many  a  basket  with  lovely  little  trout. 
Suddenly  round  a  sharp  bend  we  came  to  a  long, 
thin  shallow,  and  as  we  watched  the  clear  water 


rippling  over  the  stones,  and  making  that 
music  so  dear  to  the  angler,  two  or  three  fish 
started  in  hot  haste  to  run  up  into  the  pool  above. 
Having  a  good  stick  in  my  hand,  I  dashed  into 
the  shallowest  part  of  the  stream,  and  slew  two 
fish  that  were  struggling  up  with  their  backs  out 
of  water.  My  father,  who  had  been  a  keen  angler 
in  his  younger  days,  was  much  interested  in  the 
performance,  and  when  I  brought  the  two  fish 
ashore,  was,  I  firmly  believe,  on  the  point  of  com- 
plimenting me  on  my  success,  but  suddenly 
calling  to  mind  the  fact  that  it  was  Sunday,  he 
administered  a  rebuke  instead.  However,  I 
noticed  that  he  had  no  objection  to  taste  the  fish, 
which  were  cooked  for  supper,  and  pronounced 
them  to  be  good. 

I  was  thereupon  ordered  to  rig  up  some  tackle 
for  him  and  myself,  so  that  on  Monday  we  might  go 
a-fishing,  and  it  was  decided  that  we  were  to 
make  a  long  day  of  it,  and  that  all  the  family 
were  to  meet  at  a  certain  spot  near  the  old  Roman 
aqueduct,  and  were  to  have  a  picnic  luncheon 
together.  We  promised  ourselves  that  we  would 
fry,  and  roast,  and  boil,  and  cook  in  every  con- 
ceivable fashion  the  fish  which  we  thought  we 
should  catch,  and  have  a  feast  such  as  I  had  often 
had  before  by  many  a  Scotch  bum. 

As  soon  as  it  was  daylight  I  was  off  to  cut 
canes  for  rods,  and  managed  to  get  two  beauties 
about  9ft.  long  each.  A  piece  of  old  line  was  soon 
tied  to  each,  and  two  or  three  lengths  of  gut  put 
to  soak.  But  how  about  bait  ?  A  diligent  search 
under  stones,  and  much  digging  with  a  pointed 
stick  (which  was  a  weariness  to  the  flesh),  pro- 
duced nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  worm.  Suddenly 
I  bethought  me  of  grasshoppers,  which  I  had 
heard  were  used  as  bait  in  heathen  lands.  Grass- 
hoppers there  were,  no  doubt.  But  did  you  ever 
tr.y  to  catch  a  Syrian  grasshopper  ?  The  sun  was 
up,  the  vegetation  was  rank,  and  the  grass- 
hoppers displayed  a  phenomenal  agility.  Aiter  a 
few  minutes  of  exciting  work  I  found  myself  with 
the  perspiration  running  off  my  nose  and  with 
only  two  grasshoppers,  and  those  crushed  out  of 
all  shape  by  the  snatch  which  I  had  made  at 
them.  There  was  nothing  for  it,  therefore,  but 
to  use  paste,  so  having  made  up  a  good  sized 
lump,  with  plenty  of  cotton  wool  mixed  with  it,  I 
made  for  the  breakfast  tent  and  reported  all 
preparations  for  fishing  complete. 

When  we  reached  the  bend  in  the  stream 
where  I  had  killed  the  two  fish  the  day  before, 
my  father  elected  to  fish  downstream  and  I  was 
to  go  up.  We  agreed  to  meet  at  a  certain  tree, 
which  stood  a  little  way  back  from  the  stream,  in 
two  hours'  time,  and  report  progress.  I  began  to 
fish,  taking  the  utmost  care  to  keep  out  of  sight, 
hiding  behind  bushes  and  crawling  carefully 
where  there  was  no  cover,  and  I  soon  had  a  few 
nice  little  fishes,  but  nothing  over  jlb.  The 
part  of  the  stream  where  I  was  fishing  was 
shallow  and  rapid,  but  just  round  a  bend  I  saw 
above  me  a  pool  with  a  little  fall  at  the  head  of 
it.  I  got  well  back  and  dropped  my  bait  just 
over  the  edge  of  the  bank.  It  could  hardly  have 
touched  the  water  before  I  got  a  vigorous  pull, 
that  suggested  something  bigger  than  I  had  yet 
caught.  Keeping  a  tight  line  and  walking  down- 
wards, I  got  my  fish  out  of  the  pool  and  landed  a 
nice  5-pounder.  Returning  to  my  old  place,  I 
dropped  my  line  again  just  over  the  edge,  but 
instead  of  reaching  the  water  it  got  caught  on 
something.  I  could  not  get  it  free,  so  was 
obliged  to  go  forward  to  the  edge.  It  was  very 
vexing,  because  I  had  counted  on  a  harvest  from 
that  pool.  It  was  difficult  to  free  the  line,  the 
hook  had  caught  on  a  root  near  the  water,  and  I 
had  to  lean  over  and  reach  down — tackle  was  too 
scarce  to  risk  a  break.  There,  below  me  in  the 
clear  still  water,  were  lots  of  nice  fish  swimming 
about.  They  had  all  seen  me,  and  would  not 
therefore  take  a  bait,  so  I  thought,  and  standing 
up  on  the  bank  looked  at  them  with  the  intention 
of  coming  back  and  trying  for  them  later  on. 
There  were  some  among  them  which  looked  to  me 
to  be  up  to  fib.,  and  while  I  looked,  it  struck  me 
that  they  also  were  looking  at  me,  not  as  a  Scotch 
trout  would  look  before  he  fled  beneath  his 
accustomed  stone,  but  with  an  expression  of 
gentle  curiosity  in  their  gaze.  One  of  them,  in 
fact,  came  up  and  almost  smiled  at  me.  To 
reward  him  for  his  evident  sympathy,  I  dropped 
my  bait  to  him,  which  he  instantly  took.  Having 
deposited  him  comfortably  in  my  make-shift 
basket,  I  presented  my  bait  to  another  fish,  who 
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seemed  to  have  a  look  of  expectancy  on  bis 
countenance ;  he  took  it  at  onoe.  And  so  it  went 
on  till  I  had  cleared  the  pool  of  all  the  good  fish 
in  it;  some  of  them  would,  I  think,  have 
weighed  fib.  In  pool  after  pool,  as  I  fished  on 
upstream,  the  same  performance  was  repeated.  I 
stood  up  boldly  on  the  bank  and  looked  down  at 
the  fish.  The  fish  looked  up  at  me,  and  accepted 
my  bait  with  a  smile.  The  basket  got  heavy,  so 
I  tackled  up,  and  found  my  father  waiting  for  me 
under  the  appointed  tree. 

His  experience  had  been  much  the  same  as 
mine.  The  rest  of  the  family  arriving  with  all 
sorts  of  pots,  and  kettles  and  pans,  I  was  set  to 
gather  materials  for  the  fire,  while  my  father 
cleaned  some  of  the  fish,  and  we  had  a  royal  feast. 
The  fish  were  good,  at  least  we  thought  them  so, 
and  with  other  good  things  which  my  mother  had 
brought  with  her,  lest  we  should  catch  no  fish 
(the  dear  old  lady  had  little  faith  in  fishermen), 
we  made  a  not- soon-to-be-forgotten  luncheon. 

How  many  fish  we  had  caught  I  do  not  exactly 
know,  but  twelve  dozen  would  be  under  the  mark. 
What  they  were  I  do  not  know.  They  were  not 
trout  or  grayling.  In  shape  they  were  like  a  trout, 
and  all  I  can  say  of  them  is  that  they  gave  us 
one  of  the  most  charming  few  hours'  fishing  and 
delightful  luncheon  that  I  can  remember. 

Next  day  I  thought  to  repeat  the  experience, 
but  a  change  had  come  over  the  spirit  of  the  fish, 
suspicion  had  taken  the  place  of  confidence.  They 
refused  my  bait  with  scorn  in  the  water  which  I 
had  fished  the  day  before.  I  was  driven  to  hide 
behind  bushes,  and  crawl  and  squirm  on  the  bank, 
and  then  got  only  a  few.  So  we  turned  our 
attention  to  partridges  and  quail,  and  had  some 
very  fair  sport. 

As  I  headed  this  paper  "  A  Day's  Fishing  from 
Jerusalem,"  let  me  add  that  it  would  be  quite 
possible  for  one  who  was  young  and  strong  to 
start  at  sunrise  and  be  back  in  the  city  by  sunset. 
A  three  hours'  ride  would  easily  take  him  to  the 
stream.  Four  or  fi*e  hours'  fishing  ought  to  give 
him  as  much  as  he  would  care  to  carry,  and  leave 
him  four  hours  for  the  home  journey. 

I  do  not  suppose  a  line  has  ever  been  cast  in 
the  stream  since  we  were  there,  and  I  hope  that 
the  next  angler  who  tries  it  may  find  the  fish  as 
numerous  and  as  confiding  as  we  did. 

C.  Hevit  (Hon.  Chap.  F.  G.). 


FISHING  AND  FISHERS.* 


This  is  a  pleasant  little  book  of  angling  gossip 
by  an  enthusiast,  very  attractively  illustrated, 
and  bound  in  a  cover  on  which  figui-es  a  burly 
keeper  with  an  enormous  landing  net.  It  is  not 
half  a  bad  idea,  because  any  angler  seeing  this 
cover  must  at  once  be  impressed  with  the  great 
size  of  the  fish  the  author  is  in  the  habit  of  catch- 
ing if  such  a  gigantic  landing  net  is  necessary. 

In  his  introduction  to  Mr.  Taylor's  volume, 
"  Red  Spinner  "  divides  angling  writers  into  the 
practical  and  the  poetical.  After  referring  to 
several  of  the  former  school,  he  says :  "  To  the 
accepted  instructors  above  mentioned  there 
have  succeeded  a  procession  of  writers  bent 
apparently  upon  entertaining  rather  than  lectur- 
ing and  teaching.  They  sketch  and  plead  rather 
than  expound  and  argue ;  they  lay  more  stress 
upon  the  incidental  charms  of  angling  than  upon 
the  technicalities  of  either  its  sport  or  the  mani- 
fold mechanical  preparations  of  tackle.  ...  I 
hope  the  author  of  '  Fishing  and  Fishers '  will 
not  be  offended  if  I  invite  him  to  place  himself 
in  this  category,  content  to  know  that  the  giving 
of  pleasure  is  not  less  praiseworthy  than  the 
imparting  of  knowledge." 

We  certainly  think  Mr.  Taylor  need  not  be 
offended  at  thus  being  placed  among  those  who 
amuse  rather  than  instruct  —  for  our  part  we 
think  there  is  far  more  room  for  amusement  than 
instructioa,  the  latter  branch  of  the  literature 
of  the  subject  having  been  considerably  overdone 
of  late  years. 

As  a  specimen  of  Mr.  Taylor's  book,  we  give 
his  short  chapter  entitled,  "  On  Houghton 
Water,"  especially  as  many  of  our  readers  know 
the  spot  well. 

Although  it  ia  rather  startling  to  be  awakened  by  the 
first  strokes  of  a  water-mill,  instead  oi  an  alarum,  the 


nois9,  when  you  begin  to  recognise  it  as  a  familiar  friend, 
is  rather  soothing  than  otherwise  ;  and  had  I  slept  many 
more  nights  in  the  old  mill-house  at  Houghton  perhaps 
the  sound  of  the  wheel  might  merely  have  served  as  a 
pleasant  reminder  that  there  was  no  train  to  catch. 

Most  men  on  the  first  morning  of  their  sojourn  become 
suddenly  virtuous,  as  far  as  early  rising  is  concerned,  and 
find  themselves,  long  before  breakfast  is  ready,  strolling 
up  or  down  the  river,  with  an  eye  for  "  rises." 

The  downward  excursion  could  be  only  for  a  few  yards, 
as  the  water  belonging  to  the  Houghton  Club  extended 
but  a  short  distance  in  that  direction,  and  its  main  point 
of  interest  was  the  mill-tail  and  pool.  In  these  were  lots 
of  good  grayling  and  a  few  trout,  and  the  very  few 
"  duffers "  the  club  contained  are  rumoured  to  have 
taken  most  of  their  fish  from  these  troubled  waters.  My 
friend  did  not  suggest  that  I  should  try  this  spot ;  and  this 
was,  I  suppose,  a  compliment,  though  ill-deserved  and 
unwished  for. 

It  was  near  here  a  celebrated  north-country  grayling 
fisher  took  his  record  bag  of  giant  grayling  with  worm,  by 
special  permission. 

It  was  not  till  after  a  leisurely  breakfast  and  a  quiet 
walk  of  a  quarter  of  a  mUe  up  the  river  that  any  fishing 
was  so  much  as  though  of.  Nor  would  a  fly  have  been  cast 
perhaps  till  afternoon  had  it  not  chanced  to  be  an  early- 
rising  day,  so  that  feeding  fish  were  soon  visible,  and  could 
be  attacked  in  true  orthodox  fashion.  From  the  first  to 
which  I  was  formally  introduced  I  failed  to  get  a  rise. 
Indeed,  I  "  put  him  down  " — so  much  was  he  scandalised 
at  my  style  of  casting.  Perhaps  the  next  had  received  a 
less  finished  education,  for  he  took  my  delusive  snare  most 
sweetly,  and  after  some  exciting  play  was  fairly  under 
control  and  nearly  in  the  net,  when  the  hold  gave,  and  he 
was  free  ! 

After  this  I  tried  to  admire  the  s«enery  for  awhile,  and 
watch  my  companion,  who,  contrary  to  his  usual  habits, 
was  actually  fishing  in  a  steady  and  persistent  manner,  and 


secured  by  many  a  noted  angler,  from  "  Red  Spinner  " 
downwards. 

Trying  this  comer,  I  kept  rising  dace,  and,  perhaps 
unwisely,  soon  abandoned  it.  Big  roach  are  also  taken 
sometimes  here,  and  pike,  alas !  are  only  too  abundant, 
though  well  looked  after,  both  with  wire  and  bait.  It  is 
seldom  they  are  left  to  reach  a  heavy  weight,  and  while 
very  small  they  do  comparatively  little  harm.  Big  trout 
are  far  worse  than  little  jack.  When  a  trout  outgrows  his 
proper  41b.  weight  he  soon  becomes  a  cannibal,  and  if  such 
fish  were  taken  out  no  river  would  be  equal  to  the  crystal 
Test. 

In  Chapter  XXII.  a  brief  account  is  given  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  of  which  the  author  was 
the  first  hon.  sec.  "  Within  this  club,"  he  says, 
"  are  found  every  variety  of  the  genus  fly  fisher, 
from  the  ancient  veteran  who  looks  down  upon  us 
all  with  tolerant  superiority,  to  the  callow  youth, 
who,  in  his  raw  enthusiasm,  would  pull  the  whole 
affair  about  our  ears  to  model  it  afresh.  Every 
sort  of  fly  fishing  has  its  representative  advocate, 
from  the  head  centre  of  the  inner  brethren,  who 
thinks  it  almost  profane  to  speak  disrespectfully 
of  the  dry  fly,  to  the  reckless  advocate  of  crude 
whipping  with  three  formless  insects  on  the 
tumbling  waters  of  a  Devon  stream." 

His  chapter  "  The  Lessons  of  a  Diary  "  show 
that  Mr.  Taylor  has  had  a  long  and  varied 
experience  as  an  angler — he  is  very  modest  in 
recounting  his  captures,  but  there  are  very  few 
indeed  who  can  quote  from  their  diary  the  entry  of 
a  perch  of  just  under  41b., for  instance.  He  gives  an 
excellent  piece  of  advice  where  he  quotes  (p.  198) 


The  Welland,  St.  James'  Deeping,  near  Peterborough. 


♦Fishing  and  Fihhees.  By  J.  Paul  Taylor.  With 
an  introduction  by  "  Bed  Spinner. "  Illustrated.  London: 
Ward,  Lock,  and  Co.,  Ltd. 


curioasly  enough  without  much  ultimate  success,  though  I 
saw  him  hook  three  good  trout  in  a  few  minutes. 

This  was  on  a  wide  shallow,  and  the  fish  were  rising  all 
around  and  often  taking,  when  properly  covered.  Yet 
only  one  fish  came  to  bank  all  day,  and  that  fell  to  my 
companion's  rod,  and  weighed  about  a  pound  and  a  half ; 
not  large  for  this  grand  water.  We  had  some  undersized 
fish  also  which  were  not  counted.  I  remember  that 
towards  evening  we  met  the  late  Mr.  Marryat,  and  after- 
wards "  The  Major,"  and  the  last  had  taken  some  nice 
grayling,  which  he  showed  us  ;  but  I  saw  no  other  trout. 

Next  day  was  very  sunny,  and  we  fished  but  little  ;  and 
once  more  I  had  to  be  content  to  return  my  fish,  for  all 
were  small.  The  show  of  fish  in  the  bright  sunshine  was 
most  tantalising.  All  along  the  river,  by  sedgy  deep, 
bright  rapid,  or  spreading  shallow,  trout,  and  big  trout, 
were  lying  plainly  visible,  but  not  in  rising  mood  ;  and  to 
throw  over  them,  even  when  they  seemed  to  touch  the 
surface,  is  not  orthodox. 

In  other  circumstances  I  am  not  by  any  means  a  purist, 
but  in  these  I  naturally  conformed  to  the  very  virtuous 
sentiments  expressed  by  my  respected  host  as  to  the 
injury  done  to  trout  streams  by  those  reckless  men  who 
will  insist  on  casting  over  sulky  fibh  and  making  them  still 
sulkier. 

The  worst  of  it  is  that  I  fear  my  host  is  partly  right, 
and  that  the  best  way  for  a  man  always  cn  the  spot  to 
e>  cure  a  good  proper  ion  <  f  big  tish  in  a  season  is  to  cast 
only  over  rises.  It  is  far  otherwise  with  a  visitor.  Yet  it 
is  only  right  that  he  should  conform  to  the  same  rule,  and 
take  his  chance. 

In  the  Hampshire  fisheries  comfort  reigns  supreme,  and 
in  the  wettest  weather  (of  which,  indeed,  we  had  a  little) 
we  could  keep  dry  clothes  by  means  of  the  charming  little 
huts  dotted  about  at  many  a  noted  spot  upon  the  banks. 
I  don't  remember  one  at  the  famed  "  leg  of  mutton 
swim,"  where  such  heavy  grayling  have  often  been 


advice  sometimes  given  to  him :  "  I  am  often 
advised,  before  casting  for  a  big  fish,  to  consider 
the  possibility  of  landing  him ;  but  I  sometimes 
cast  first,  and  consider  afterwards,  if  necessary. 
It  seldom  is.  Very  often  a  large  trout  in  a  diffi- 
cult position  has  had  little  experience,  and,  when 
he  is  hooked,  ac'^s  in  some  unexpectedly  foolish 
way,  and  enables  you  to  overcome  difficulties 
which  seemed  insuperable." 

We  quite  endorse  what  Mr.  Taylor  says  on 
this  point.  Our  maxim  has  always  been  to 
give  the  fish  the  chance  to  take  the  fly  or 
other  bait  if  possible,  and  then  land  him  if 
possible.  Not  to  attempt  because  the  odds  seem 
all  against  the  angler  is  pi-obably  to  leave  the  fish 
for  someone  with  more  pluck.  None  but  the 
brave  deserve  the  big  fish.  To  have,  perhaps,  a 
fortnight  of  really  good  fishing  in  a  year,  and  to 
hesitate  about  trying  to  catch  a  21b.  or  31b.  trout, 
or  other  good  fish,  for  fear  of  breaking  your  cast 
or  your  rod  is  ridiculous. 

Opposite  p.  192  Mr.  Taylor  gives  us  a  pictm-e 
on  the  celebrated  Lion  Hotel  water,  on  the 
Darenth,  in  Kent.  We  remember  it  as  it  used  to 
be  in  the  time  of  Phelps,  the  actor  and  angler, 
who  loved  the  place.  At  that  time  the  river 
divided  in  the  lower  meadows,  and  spread  out 
into  wide,  shallow  streams,  where  now  it  runs 
sharply  in  one.  Mr.  Taylor's  picture  reminds  us 
of  many  a  delightful  fii-st  of  May  spent  on  the 
Red  Lion  Hotel  water  in  the  sixties  and  seventies. 
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We  quite  agree  with  our  author  when  he  says 
that  "  Among  modem  angling  verses  I  have  seen 
none  to  surpass  those  contained  in  a  little  work 
published  by  Horace  Cox,  and  called  '  Lyra 
Piscatoria.'  "  The  author  writes  under  the  name 
of  "  Cotswold  Isis,"  but  it  is  an  open  secret  that 
these  poems  are  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Glover. 

On  p.  159  our  author  says :  "  Next  to  Frank 
Buckland,  Francis  Francis  was  certainly  the  most 
powerful  popular  advocate  of  fish  culture,  and  his 
book  still  remains  one  of  the  most  useful  works." 

Yes  ;  we  wish  some  modern  advocates  of  stock- 
ing great  rivers  by  means  of  a  few  pounds  spent 
on  a  hatofaing  apparatus,  would  take  the  trouble 
to  see  what  was  done  in  the  endeavour  to 
re-stock  the  Thames  with  salmon  and  trout 
between  1850  and  1890. 

Mr.  J.  Paul  Taylor  wi-ites  so  sincerely  and 
modestly,  that  while  one  may  not  by  any  means 
agree  with  all  his  views,  yet  we  think  few  anglers 
who  light  a  cigar  or  a  pipe,  preparatory  to  read- 
it,  will  not  agree  with  us  that  in  addition  to 
having  quite  a  pleasant  little  style  of  its  own,  it 


Had  he  been  born  a  rich  man,  he  might  have 
made  for  himself  a  name  as  a  keen  and  famous 
sportsman ;  but  he  was  born  a  simple  and  poor 
peasant  of  the  Government  of  Kazan,  and  his 
name  was  never  known  much  outside  his  own 
village  and  the  small  circle  of  sportsmen  for 
whom  he  used  to  act  as  gillie  on  their  shooting 
and  fishing  expeditions  to  the  lakes  near  which 
his  native  village  was  situated.  He  was  a  great 
favourite  with  most  of  them,  though  some  ob- 
jected to  his  remarks  when  they  happened  to 
cripple  a  bird  and  did  not  at  once  stop  shooting 
until  they  had  retrieved  it ;  he  did  not  care  much 
as  to  how  his  remarks  were  taken,  but  would 
quietly  say  :  "  Well,  I  think  we  ought  to  find  that 
bird,  and  put  it  out  of  its  pain ;  we  are  sports- 
men, not  knackers ! "  and  go  for  that  bird,  and 
follow  it  tUl  he  found  it,  little  caring  for  his 
employer  ]pro  tern,  and  his  ruffled  sentiments. 

So  you  see  he  had  the  true  spirit  of  the  sports- 
man in  him.  This  did  not,  however,  prevent  him 
from  using  pretty  freely  such  appliances  for 
catching  fish  which,  in  the  eyes  of  an  "  up-to- 


shooting,  some  on  angling — had  struck  their 
camp  on  the  banks  of  Long  Lake  (Dolgoye  Ojtero) 
something  like  half  a  mile  from  Ivan's  village; 
Ivan  had  been  sent  for  at  once,  and  towards 
evening  he  might  have  been  seen  busily  engaged 
in  setting  his  favourite  "  forks  "  and  other  engines 
of  the  "  take  care  of  yourself  "  kind.  Among  the 
party  encamped  on  the  bank  of  Long  Lake  there 
happened  to  be  two  amateur  photographers  with 
their  cameras,  and  they  made  up  their  minds  to 
play  old  Ivan  a  trick.  Late  in  the  evening,  when 
all  were  busy  round  the  "  samovar  "  refreshing 
themselves  with  good  caravan  tea,  one  of  these 
two  gentlemen  managed  to  absent  himself  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  to  return  as  unnoticed  as  he 
had  disappeared.  But  even  if  his  absence  had 
been  noticed,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to 
suspect  him  of  anything  mischievous,  so  perfectly 
guileless  was  the  expression  of  his  countenance. 

In  the  morning  Ivan  had  to  accompany  a  party 
of  sportsmen  to  the  duck-shooting  grounds,  where 
they  remained  till  about  nine  o'clock  ;  the  anglers, 
who  had  been  devoting  the  early  part  of  the  day 


Expectation. 

contains  many  useful  hints  and  pleasant  memories. 
As  we  said  before,  the  illustrations  are  most 
attractive.  By  the  kindness  of  the  publishers 
we  are  able  to  give  a  specimen — a  pretty  view  on 
the  Welland. 


REALISA- 


EXPECTATION"  AND 
TION ; " 

OR  THE   PIKE  WHICH  OLD  IVAN 
POACHED. 


SoMB  time  ago,  in  rummaging  through  a  lot  of 
"  odds  and  ends  "  referring  to  old  fishing  days, 
I  came  upon  the  two  photographs  accompanying 
the  present  sketch,  and  bethought  myself  of 
giving  the  readers  of  the  Finhinfj  Gazette  an 
account  of  one  of  the  most  amusing  fishing 
incidents  I  had  the  good  luck  to  witness. 

Ivan  Petroff,  better  known  under  the  name  of 
"  Old  Ivan,"  in  order  to  distinguish  him  from  his 
nephew,  who  rejoiced  in  the  same  name  and 
patronymic  as  his  ancl«,  was  quite  a  character. 


date"  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton,  would  appear 
unorthodox,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  Thus  he  was 
very  partial  for  set  lines  for  pike,  his  pet 
"  engine "  being  the  time-honoured  "  fork,"  a 
very  simple  yet  very  killing  device,  consisting  of 
a  forked  branch  on  which  the  line — baited  with  a 
live  fish — is  wound,  being  held  at  a  convenient 
distance  from  the  bottom  by  jamming  it  in  a 
cleft  of  the  said  fork.  This  device  is  sufficiently 
well  known  all  the  world  over,  so  as  to  render  a 
more  detailed  description  of  it  superfluous ;  in 
England  it  is  considered,  as  far  as  I  know,  a 
poaching  instrument,  but  is  in  pretty  general  use 
among  Russian  fishermen,  the  vei^y  advanced  ones 
excepted.  Old  Ivan  most  decidedly  did  ^not 
belong  to  the  latter  category,  but  some  of  his 
patrons  did  ;  and  their  attempts  to  bring  him  to 
see  the  wickedness  of  set  lines  and  "  forks  "  were 
a  sore  trial  to  the  poor  man,  driving  him  at  times 
into  fits  of  sulkiness  (which,  however,  never  lasted 
long). 

One  fine  day  about  the  end  of  August  a 
number  of  sportsmen — some   intent  on  duck 


Eealisation. 

to  roach  fishing  (Long  Lake  being  famous  for  the 
size  and  the  remarkable  beauty  of  its  roach)  also 
put  in  an  appearance  at  the  camp  towai-ds  that 
time,  and  the  whole  company  fell  to  too  a  copious 
breakfast  with  an  appetite  born  of  a  pure 
conscience,  early  rising,  and  inhaling  the  bracing, 
crisp  air  of  the  country.  Ivan  took  a  very 
prominent  part  in  the  proceedings,  his  special 
line  being  the  disposing  of  numberless  glasses  of 
scalding  hot  tea  with  an  elegant  ease  that  made 
the  uninitiated  stare;  those  familiar  with  Ivan 
knew  the  performance  well,  and  generally  desig- 
nated it  as  "  Ivan's  scalding  of  his  innards." 

After  having  gone  through  his  usiial  feats  in 
that  direction,  Ivan  began  to  gather  himself  for 
an  effort  of  some  kind,  as  could  be  plainly  seen 
by  the  way  in  which  he  was  stretching  his  long 
limbs.  The  two  photographic  fiends  seemed  to 
be  taken  with  a  sudden  emulation  of  Ivan's 
doings,  and  also  began  to  puU  themselves  to- 
gether, with  the  most  innocent  facial  expression 
which  they  could  assume.  But  thei'e  was  a 
very    "  Mephisto-feline "  smile  playing  round 
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their  mouths — and  there  were  both  their 
cameras  standing  ready  for  action  on  their 
tripods.  Slowly  Ivan  wended  his  way  towards 
a  reedy  nook  of  the  lake,  thoughtfully  scratching 
the  back  of  his  head,  as  he  used  to  when 
solving  some  piscatorial  problem.  Then  he  dis- 
appeared in  the  thick  gi-owth  of  reeds  fringing 
the  lake,  and  after  a  few  minutes  emerged  out 
of  them  on  its  bank.  A  look  at  the  nearest  of 
his  rods  told  him  that  something  was  "  on,"  and 
a  delighted  grin  spread  over  his  face.  He  lifts 
the  rod  cautiously — strange  how  dead  the  pull  of 
the  fish  feels — he  must  have  taken  the  bait  at 
dawn,  gorged  too  deep,  perhaps  damaged  the 
gills,  and  died  in  the  water,  or  he  has  run  the 
line  under  a  root  and  sticks  fast  there.  The 
second  rod  is  instantly  got  out  of  the  water,  so 
as  not  to  interfere  with  the  killing  of  the  fish — 
if  the  fish  should  happen  to  want  killing  still — 
"a  long  puU  and  a  strong  puU,"  and  up  he 
comes — an  old  linden-bark  shoe  worn  by  the 
peasants,  and  known  as  "  lapot "  (plural 
"  lapti ").  The  face  of  Ivan  was  a  study — the 
"  realisation  "  did  not  come  up  to  the  "  expect- 
ation !  " 

But  when  Ivan  ought  to  have  been  photo- 
graphed— that's  when  he  was  shown  his  ''  counter- 
feit presentment"  taken  under  such  distressing 
circumstances  for  his  piscatorial  amour  propre ; 
he  swore  some,  you  bet !  And  long  after  that  if 
one  wanted  to  send  Ivan  oft'  in  a  fit  of  hard 
and  systematic  cussing,  he  only  needed  to  ask 
him  how  much  the  big  pike  weighed  which  he  had 
so  skilfully  taken  on  Long  Lake. 

Baron  Paul  Tchekkassov. 

St.  Petersburg,  Dec.  17, 1898. 


FLY  FISHING. 


By  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P. 

[The  following  short  extracts  are  from  a  long 
and  pleasant  article  (more  than  twelve  pages)  on 
fly  fishing  in  the  January  number  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Century,  which  we  recommend  to  the 
notice  of  all  fly  fishers. — Ed.  F.  G.] 

Why  is  fishing  such  a  fascinating  sport? 
There  are  many  reasons.  In  it  anticipation,  the 
pleasures  of  hope,  play  an  exceptionally  large 
part — man  seldom  is,  but  always  to  be  blessed. 
Then,  there  is  no  sport  in  which  the  unknown  has 
so  obvious  and  so  fascinating  a  share ;  no  bounds 
need  be,  nor  indeed  are,  set  to  the  imagination. 
The  pleasure  does  not  even  largely  lie,  is  certainly 
not  entiiely  dependent,  on  the  killing.  Pishing 
is  fishing,  even  if  you  catch  no  fish.  And  a  blank 
day's  fishiDg — unless  due  to  human  or  Satanic 
agency,  a  broken  rod,  rotten  casts,  over-tempered 
flies,  weed  cutting  or  yellow  floods — mdy  be  open 
to  regret,  but  is  never  detestable.  All  day  long 
the  fisherman  has  been  exercising  his  skill  and  his 
intelligence ;  and  if,  for  once,  the  fish  have  got 
the  better  of  him,  there  are  always  a  thousand 
good  reasons  for  his  want  of  success. 

One  of  the  chief  charms,  however,  of  fly  fishing 
lies  certainly  in  the  knowledge  that  the  sport 
depends  on,  and  is  a  fair  contest  between,  the  fish 
and  the  man.  That  is  much.  And  further,  and 
that  also  is  much,  one  cannot  tell  what  the  day 
will  bring  forth.  Your  purse  or  your  host  may 
provide  you  with  a  river,  and  a  river  with  salmon 
or  trout  in  it ;  but  no  human  being  can  foretell 
what  your  bag  will  be — a  blank,  a  record,  a 
betwixt  and  between. 

Some  dry-fly  fishermen  enjoy,  I  know  (in 
books),  a  blustering  downstream  wind,  and  can 
throw  as  easily  against  it  as  with  it.  I  know  I 
cannot ;  I  know  that  such  a  wind  is  bad  for  my 
temper,  and  largely  destructive  of  my  sport  and 
pleasure.  The  ideal  day  for  trout  fishing  is  a  day 
tine,  still,  warm,  and  fleecy.  Such  a  day  is 
physically  delightful.  Such  a  day  enables  one  the 
more  easily  to  see,  and  the  better  to  observe,  the 
fish  and  the  whole  performance.  On  such  a  day, 
moreover,  the  fly  usually  hatches  the  best,  and 
consequently  the  fish  are  more  likely  to  rise. 

It  is  all  this,  and  much  more,  which,  in  spite  of 
the  strain  involved  to  brain  and  eye  and  hand, 
makes  a  day's  fly  fishing,  snatched  from  the  worry 
and  scurry  of  life,  the  most  fascinating  of 
pleasures,  the  truest  of  recreations,  the  greatest  of 
rests. 

As  regards  trout,  there  is  fly  fishing  and  fly 
fishing — there  is  chalk  and  there  is  cheese.  There 
is  loch  fishing.     There  is  the  downstream  fishing 


of  the  northern  streams,  the  "  chuck  and  chance 
it "  system,  where  you  flog  along  with  a  couple  or 
three  flies  on  your  cast  in  the  blind  hope  that  a 
fish  will  be  there  and  will  hook  itself  on.  There 
is  the  more  scientific  "  wet  "-fly  fishing,  with  one 
or  two  flies,  casting  upstream.  Finally,  there  is 
the  newest  and  the  most  skilled  system — fishing 
with  one  fly,  always  floated  dry  on  the  surface, 
and  only  presented  to  a  fish  on  the  feed.  In  this 
case  the  "  wet "  fly  is  confined  to  its  legitimate 
sphere,  a  tailing  fish,  rough  shallows,  hopeless 
days — when  it  also  will  probably  not  catch  fish. 

Frederic  Halford  is  the  Izaak  Walton.  George 
Dewar  is  the  Charles  Cotton  of  dry-fly  fishing — 
and  I  would  that  they  had  lived  earlier,  or 
preached  sooner.  For  one  recalls,  with  something 
of  a  sigh,  the  fishing  days  in  years  gone  by, 
before  dry-fly  fishing  was.  Delightful  as  they 
were,  how  much  more  delightful  they  would  have 
been  if  one  had  fished  with  a  "  dry  "  fly  instead  of 
with  a  "  wet "  fly,  had  fished  the  rise  instead  of 
whipping  the  stream,  had  always,  instead  of  only 
occasionally,  fished  at  a  fish  instead  of  for  a  fish. 

How  Kingsley  and  Froude  would  have  loved 
the  dry  fly  had  they  but  known  of  it.  The 
rhapsody  over  the  Alder  (as  a  wet  fly  fully 
deserved)  would  have  been  nothing  to  the  pa3an  of 
praise  that  Kingsley  woiild  have  melodiously 
poured  forth  over  the  floating  Quill  Gnat  or  Olive 
Dun,  if  only  he  had  written  his  Chalk  Stream 
Studies  in  this  year  of  grace  instead  of  forty  years 
ago.  And  twenty  years  later  the  charm  of 
Cheneys  would  have  been  much  enhanced  to 
Froude  if,  instead  of  knotting  his  March  Brown 
and  "  never  failing  Red  Spinner "  to  the  same 
cast,  he  had  fished  the  lovely  Ches,  by  the  home  of 
the  Russells,  with  a  single  well  dried,  well  cocked 

Cheneys  :  what  delightful  memories  it  recalls  ! 
There,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  I  went, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  with  Matthew  Arnold 
to  enjoy  with  him  his  three  days'  annual  Whitsun 
fishing — days  which  to  him  were  of  peculiar 
delight.  How  well  I  remember  the  quaint  old 
inn,  the  quiet,  tree-shaded,  well  ordered  village, 
the  limpid  stream,  the  rising  trout ;  and  the  even- 
ings spent  with  the  most  genial  and  delightful  of 
men.  His  preference,  when  fishing,  was  for 
numbers  rather  than  size,  mine  for  size  rather 
than  numbers.  So  he  cast  line  for  choice  in  the 
swift  and  gurgling  streams  below  the  mill,  while  I 
fished  the  deeper  and  stiller  waters  above  where 
the  two  and  three-pounders  lay. 


INDEX  TO  VOL.  37. 


As  a  supplement  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  we  this 
week  (Jan.  7)  publish  an  index  of  articles,  illustra- 
tions, correspondence,  &c.  It  will  be  found  in  the 
centre  of  the  paper. 


THE  FLY  DEESSEE\S  LIBRARY. 


By  Val  Conson. 
Books  on  the  subject  of  fly  dressing  fall  under 
three  heads,  viz. : 

(1)  Those  which  contain  mere  catalogues  of 

flies,  with  particulars  more  or  less 
elaborate  of  their  component  parts. 

( 2)  Those  which  deal  merely  with  entomology, 

with  or  without  particulars  of  the  dress- 
ings of  imitations  of  flies. 

(3)  Those  which  contain  instructions  in  the 

mechanics  of  fly  tying,  either  with  or 
without  entomological  information,  cata- 
logues of  flies,  and  particulars  of  com- 
ponent parts. 
To  enumerate  all  the  works  which  deal  in  one 
form  or  another  with  fly  dressing  would  involve 
such  large  drafts  upon  the  catalogue  which  is  due 
to  the  patient  labours  of  Messrs.  Westwood  and 
Satchell,  that  these  gentlemen  might  justly  com- 
plain. It  is  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  these  papers 
to  trace  briefly  the  history  of  the  subject,  and  to 
touch  upon  such  writings  as  constitute  landmarks 
in  the  history  of  the  art,  and  to  indicate  the 
books  which  the  amateur  who  is  desirous  of 
having  a  sound  working  library  of  the  art  should 
not  fail  to  acquire. 

It  is  necessary  to  premise  that  the  art  of  dress- 
ing trout  flies  is  not  so  modern  as  the  literature 
of  the  subject  in  the  English  would  at  the  first 
blush  lead  one  to  believe.   The  first  reference  to 


fly  fishing  is  to  be  found  in  the  frequently  quoted 
passage  in  jElian,  in  which  he  gives,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a  stranger  to  the  art,  a  lively 
picture  of  angling  for  a  fish,  from  his  description 
surprisingly  like  trout,  with  a  fly  called  Hippurus, 
strongly  resembling  a  Soldier  Palmer.*  It  is  not 
too  much  to  infer  that  the  Macedonians  did  not 
confine  themselves  only  to  the  use  of  the  fly 
described  by  ^lian,  but  that  ^lian  saw  no  other 
used. 

jElian  wrote  about  the  end  of  the  second 
century  of  otir  era,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
reference  of  his  cotemporary  Oppian  to  the 
practice  of  fly  fishing  for  a  sea  fish  called  the 
Scarus,  there  is  no  literature  on  the  subject  until 
the  year  1496,  when  Wynkyn  de  Worde  issued 
from  the  press  in  black  letters  Dame  Juliana 
de  Berners'  Booke  of  St.  Albans,  on  Fysshynge 
with  an  Angle. 

Dame  Juliana  was  a  sporting  abbess,  and  she 
sets  out  with  some  naivete,  and  no  attempt  at 
mimite  description,  a  list  of  trout  flies  for  the 
months  from  March  to  August  inclusive,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  fair  specimen: 

March. — The  Donne  Fly :  the  body  of  donne 
woU  and  the  wynges  of  the  pertridge.  Another 
Donne  Fly  :  the  body  of  blacke  woll,  the  wynges 
of  the  blackest  drake,  and  the  jay  under  the 
wynge  and  under  the  tayle. 

Incoherent  and  difficult  to  follow  as  this  is,  it 
is  evident  that  a  good  deal  of  experiment  with 
various  feathers  had  been  tried,  and  a  good  deal 
of  observation  of  natural  flies  had  been  had  to 
arrive  at  these  results.  They  are  written  rather 
as  memoranda  of  things  well  known  than  as 
novel  information  for  the  reader. 

Nearly  another  century  elapsed  before  the  next 
recorded  work  appeared,  viz.,  Leonard  Mascall's 
"  Booke  of  Fishing  with  Hooke  and  Line." 

Mascall's  book  is  in  black  letter.  It  contains  a 
list  of  twelve  kinds  of  flies,  with  very  insufiiuient 
descriptions  of  the  materials  composing  them. 

For  reasons  which  seem  to  have  been  foreign  to 
his  merits  Mascall  appears  to  have  had  a  lengthy 
reign  as  an  authority,  for  though  Izaac  Walton, 
in  his  first  edition  of  "  The  Compleat  Angler," 
published  in  1653,  gives  without  much  variation  a 
transcript  of  the  instructions  which  appeared  in 
Barker's  "  Art  of  Angling"  in  the  year  1651,  he 
falls  back  in  his  second  edition  (1655)  on  Mascall. 
and  copies  his  instructions  verbatim. 

It  is  true  that  Gervase  Markham,  in  1635, 
produced  "The  Pleasures  of  Princes  or  Good 
Men's  Recreations,"  with  a  list  of  flies  and 
particulars  of  their  materials,  but  they  are  almost 
as  primitive  as  Dame  Juliana  Beniers.  Yet  the 
book  ran  through  several  subsequent  editions. 

Venables  ("The  Experienced  Angler,"  1662) 
gives  no  list  of  flies,  but  gives  some  serviceable 
directions  on  the  subject  of  materials  and 
dressing.  He  is  as  insistent  as  the  most  modem 
authorities  on  the  necessity  of  accurate  observa- 
tion of  the  natural  fly,  and  the  dressing  of  the 
artificial  from  it,  and  not  from  set  rules. 

Izaak  Walton,  in  his  first  edition,  names  a  short 
list  of  flies,  some  of  which  are  recognisable,  others 
not,  and  he  goes  on  to  give  some  instinictions  foj- 
the  dressing  of  a  winged  fly,  which  the  expert  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  following,  but  which,  like  all, 
or  almost  all,  of  the  books  of  instruction  which 
appeared  until  the  latter  end  of  this  century, 
prove  very  difficult  of  comprehension  to  the  tyro. 
Then  he  gives  directions  for  dressing  the  "  May 

*  The  Macedonians  who  live  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
AstiKus,  which  flows  midway  between  Berea  and  The.-sa- 
lonica,  are  in  the  habit  of  catching  a  particular  fish  in  that 
river  by  means  of  a  fly  called  Hippurus.  A  very  singular 
insect  it  is,  bold  and  troublesome  like  all  its  kind,  in  6ize_  a 
hornet,  marked  like  a  wasp,  and  buzzinglike  a  bee.  'These  flies 
are  the  prey  of  certain  speckled  tish,  which  no  sooner  see 
them  settling  on  the  water  than  they  glide  gently  beneath, 
and  before  the  Hippurus  is  aware,  snap  at  and  carry  him 
as  suddenly  under  the  stream  as  an  eagle  will  seize  and 
bear  aloft  a  goose  from  a  farmyard,  or  a  wolf  take  a  sheep 
from  its  fold.  The  predilection  of  these  speckled  fish  for 
their  prey,  thimgh  familiarly  known  to  all  who  inhabit  the 
district,  does  not  induce  the  angler  to  attempt  their 
capture  by  impaling  the  living  insect,  which  is  of  so 
delicate  a  nature  that  the  least  handling  would  spoil  its 
colour  and  appearance,  and  render  it  unfit  as  a  lure.  But 
adepts  in  the  sport  have  contrived  a  taking  device  to  cir- 
cumvent them  ;  for  which  purpose  they  invest  the  body  of 
the  hook  with  purple  wool,  and  having  adjasted  two  wings 
of  a  waxy  colour  so  as  to  form  an  exact  imitation  of  the 
Hippurus,  they  diop  these  abstruse  cheats  gently  down 
the  stream.  The  scaly  pursuers  who  hastily  rise,  and 
expect  nothing  less  than  a  dainty  bait,  snap  the  decoy,  and 
are  immediately  fixed  to  the  hook. 
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flie  "  and  the  "  Oak  flie,"  and  some  references  to 
the  dressing  of  the  Hawthorn  fly,  and  others. 

In  1676  Charles  Cotton's  contribution  to  the 
book  known  as  "  The  Compleat  Angler "  was 
published.  He  gives  a  number  of  flies  for  each 
month,  but  maintains  that  "  the  Green  Drake  and 
Stone  fly  are  the  matadors  for  trout  and  grayling, 
and  in  their  season  kill  more  fish  in  our  Derby- 
shire rivers  than  all  the  rest,  past,  to  come,  or  the 
whole  year  beside." 

In  later  editions  of  "  The  Compleat  Angler " 
the  list  of  flies  is  greatly  extended,  and  that  of 
Samuel  Baxter  (the  seventh  edition)  contains  a 
very  considerable  selection. 

Jas.  Chetham,  of  Smedley,  published  in  1681 
"  The  Angler's  Yade  Mecum,"  with  a  list  of  some 
twenty  flies  without  dressings.  Then,  changing 
his  mind,  he  gives  a  list  of  sixty-six  flies  (February 
to  September)  with  their  dressings,  as  well  as 
some  incidental  patterns.  There  is  a  very  good 
artificial  "  cod  bait "  of  "  shammy  leather  "  or 
beeswax  with  a  black  silk  head.  The  book  is 
very  well  arranged,  bright,  and  interesting.  The 
author  is  strong  on  good  imitation.  He  is  the 
first  to  recommend  starling  wings  as  superior  to 
drakes.  He  advises  the  dressing  of  Duns  with 
yellow  silk,  and  Browns  with  red  silk,  and  in 
September  the  use  of  silks  of  violet  and  horse-flesh 
colour.  Beyond  this  there  are  no  directions  for 
tying.  His  Palmer  fly  reads  much  like  the 
Sanctuary.  It  is  dressed  with  the  "  whirl  of  a 
partridge  feather  and  a  red  hackle  of  a  capon." 

In  1714  appeared,  anonymously,  "The  Whole 
Art  of  Fishing,"  with  a  list  of  a  dozen  flies 
apparently  borrowed  from  Walton,  and  a  brief 
page  of  instructions  for  dressing. 

In  "  The  Compleat  Fisherman,"  by  James 
Saunders,  1724,  occurs  the  first  mention  of  silk- 
worm gut.  Except  successive  editions  of  Walton 
and  Cotton,  there  is  little  of  permanent  value  in 
the  fly-dressing  literature  of  the  eighteenth 
centui-y  till  we  come  to  Richard  Bowlker's  work 
of  17.58.  This  was  a  great  advance  on  anything 
in  this  dii-ection  which  had  gone  before,  and  was 
reprinted  many  times.  The  1758  edition  was 
issued  by  Richard  Bowlker,  at  Worcester,  as 
"  The  Art  of  Angling  Improved  in  aU  its  Parts." 
In  1766  it  was  reprinted  in  London,  with  some 
additions,  as  "The  Universal  Angler."  The  second 
edition,  printed  at  Bii-mingham  in  1774,  was 
claimed  by  Charles  Bowlker,  and  was  called  "  The 
Art  of  Angling  and  Compleat  Fly  Fisher."  Other 
editions  followed  in  1785,  1786,  1788,  1792,  1806, 
1814,  1826,  1829,  1839,  &c.,  and  up  to  quite 
a  recent  date  reprints  of  this  work  were  being 
advertised  by  some  one  of  the  name  of  Bowlker  in 
the  angling  press.  The  1826  and  subsequent,  and 
perhaps  earHer,  editions  contain  some  creditable 
coloured  representations  of  trout  flies,  with  a  list 
of  thirty-six  patterns,  and  careful  instructions 
for  dressing  them. 

In  1766  came  Sir  John  Hawkins'  edition  of 
"  The  Compleat  Angler,"  with  a  greatly  extended 
list  of  flies.  In  the  same  year  Richard  Brookes, 
M.D., published  "The  Art  of  Angling,"  containing 
.  .  .  a  new  art  of  fly  making  ....  This 
work  also,  though  distinguished  by  wholesale 
conveyances  from  Chetham — perhaps  because  of 
it — ran  through  numerous  editions  till  the  early 
years  of  the  present  century.  It  gives  two  lists  of 
flies,  each  of  great  length,  one  called  "  Cotton's 
list,"  the  other  a  modem  catalogue. 

In  1784  Thomas  Shirley  published  "  The 
Angler's  Museum,"  treating,  in  Part  V.,  "  Of  Fly 
Fishing  and  the  Preparation  of  Artificial  Flies." 
This  list  of  flies  is  directly  cribbed,  apparently 
without  acknowledgment,  from  Bowlker. 

Three  years  later  Thomas  Best  published  Iiis 
"  Concise  Treatise  on  the  Art  of  Angling,"  with  a 
frontispiece,  on  which  some  six  artificial  flies  are 
illustrated,  all  tied  on  eyed  hooks,  and  apparently 
by  the  jam  knot.  He  gives  an  elaborate  list  of 
trout  flies  for  ea«h  month  of  the  angling  year,  and 
then,  beginning  all  over  again,  he  describes  a 
series  of  twenty-one  natural  flies,  and  gives  brief 
dressings  of  each.  Successive  editions  of  this 
work  followed  every  three  or  four  years,  until  the 
thirties. 

In  1795  Ralph  Cole  published  "  The  Young 
Angler's  Companion,  including  .  .  .  the  art  of 
making  artificial  flies,  &c."  This  work  went 
through  a  second  and  a  third  edition  in  1813  and 
1816. 

In  1800  Samuel  Taylor's  "  Angling  in  all  its 
Branches  "  appeared,  containing,  "  thirdly,  a  list 


of  artificial  flies " ;  and  (to  quote  the  modest 
words  of  the  author)  "  the  whole  forming  a  work 
of  real  ability  .  .  .  and  of  a  very  different 
nature  from  those  insignificant  little  pamphlets 
hitherto  published,  which  treat  chiefly  of  angling 
in  the  Thames,  the  New  River,  and  other  waters 
of  equal  consequence  about  London."  The  list 
comprises  twenty  day  flies  (several  of  them 
dubbed  with  fox  fur)  and  three  night  flies. 

In  the  same  year  comes  George  Scotcher  with 
"  The  Flyfisher's  Legacy,"  "  containing  accurate 
descriptions  of  all  the  principal  natural  flies  that 
frequent  the  water,  laid  down  in  such  familiar 
manner  that  the  angler  may  readily  distinguish 
them  :  together  with  the  most  successful  method 
of  imitating  them,  forming  the  fisherman's  grand 
desideratum,  a  long  wished  for  instructor."  It  is 
a  rare  local  work,  which  preceded  Bainbridge 
(1816),  Carroll  (1818),  and  Ronalds  (1836). 

(To  be  comtinued.) 


FISH  CULTURE  IN  NORTH  DEVON. 


BUCKLAND  FISHERY,  BRAUNTON, 
NORTH  DEVON. 

The  yearling  fish  offered  for  sale  this  season 
are  of  exceptional  size  and  quality.  Rainbow 
yearlings  are  grown  to  a  length  of  llin.,  and 
trout  yearlings  to  9in.  It  is  believed  that  these 
large  yearlings  will  be  found  suitable  for  many 
of  the  purposes  to  which  two-year-olds  are 
commonly  applied. 

Time  of  Stocking. — In  most  south  country  waters 
stocking  in  autumn  or  early  spring  is  recommended,  except 
when  a  ghort  length  of  water  only  is  to  be  stocked.  When 
trout  are  to  be  turned  out  in  late  spring  into  the  lower 
waters  of  rivers  holding  salmon,  stocking  should  be 
deferred  until  the  seaward  migration  of  kelts  is  completed. 

Varieties  of  Trout  (S.  fario)  — Three  varieties  of 
S.  fario  are  for  gale  :  1.  Best  fitted  for  swift  waters  rich 
in  food.  2.  For  large  waters  with  many  still  deeps.  3. 
For  small  barren  streams  and  waters  on  high  ground. 
1  and  2  are  of  different  blood  ;  3  are  reared  under  some- 
what different  conditions  from  1  and  2. 

Rainbows. — Rainbows  are  especially  suitable  for  waters 
which  from  their  polluted  condition,  high  temperature,  or 
deficient  oxygenisation  do  not  give  the  best  results  with 
trout.  They  are  particularly  recommended  for  small 
ponds  and  reserroirs. 

The  following  natural  foods  ean  sometimeg  be  supplied. 
Prices  on  application :  Pond  snail,  fresh-water  limpet, 
planorbia,  fresh-water  shrimp,  Cyclopg  quadricornis, 
larvae  of  Alder  Fly,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Stone  Fly, 
caddig  worms.  _____ 

RAPID  GROWTH  OF  RAINBOWS. 
An  instance  of  quick  growth  of  a  rainbow  may  be  of 
interest.    This  fish  was  hatched  in  May  of  last  year,  and 
on  Nov.  19  measured  9Jin.  in  length  with  a  weight  slightly 
exceeding  4oz.,  his  age  being  a  fortnight  over  six  months. 

F.  G.  Richmond. 


FISH  CULTURE  AT  MALVERN 
WELLS. 


The  following  notes  about  this  establishment 
are  from  the  circular  and  price  list  of  Messrs. 
Wm.  Burgess  and  Co. 

"  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  us  to  give  a  detailed 
description  of  the  Malvern  Wells  Fishery,  as  it 
has  been  established  so  many  years,  and  is  now  so 
well  known  to  the  public;  suffice  to  say  that  it 
occupies  one  of  the  best  possible  sites  for  bring- 
ing fish  into  existence  by  artificial  methods,  and 
extends  over  many  acres.  The  water  supply  is 
obtained  in  plenty,  and  from  untainted  sources. 
Before  reaching  the  hatcheries  it  is  adequately 
filtered,  so  that  it  comes  to  the  ova  in  suitable 
condition.  The  water  in  the  ponds  can  be 
regulated  according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
fish,  be  they  fry,  yearlings,  or  matured  fish,  or  it 
can  be  drawn  from  the  ponds  when  it  is  desired 
to  empty  them,  for  the  purpose  of  sorting  or 
dispatch.  One  series  of  ponds  is  provided  for 
fry,  another  for  yearlings,  and  another  for  older 
fish,  some  of  them  having  a  depth  of  10ft.  The 
brooks  which  supply  our  fishery  come  direct  from 
the  Malvern  Hills,  the  water  is  very  rich  in  insect 
life,  which  form  the  natural  food,  and  it  is  no  doubt 
partly  owing  to  this  that  our  fish  grow  so  fast  and 
thrive  so  well.  We  have  a  number  of  ponds 
specially  set  apart  for  breeding  and  rearing 
perch  and  other  coarse  fish. 

"  To  prevent  disappointment,  orders  should  be 
given  as  early  in  the  year  as  possible.  During  cold 
weather  less  water  is  required,  and  the  cost  of 
carriage  is  much  lighter. 


"  It  is  highly  important  that  a  suitable  convey- 
ance (on  springs)  should  meet  the  train  by  which 
fish  anive,  as  delay  at  railway  stations  is  often 
fatal,  owing  to  the  water  not  being  kept  in  motion, 
otherwise  we  cannot  be  answerable  for  any  loss 
that  may  occur. 

"A  book  containing  much  useful  information 
on  fish  culture  will  be  forwarded  on  application." 


SALMON  ANGLING  RENTALS. 


With  the  advent  of  a  new  year  comes  the 
near  prospect  of  the  opening  again  of  the  salmon 
angling  season.  The  spring  angler  begins  to  feel 
a  new  interest  in  life,  and  longs  for  the  opening 
day,  when,  freed  of  all  legal  fetters,  he  can  again 
grip  the  rod,  wend  his  way  to  the  river,  tie  up  a 
Jock  Scott  or  a  Silver  Doctor,  or  a  gaudy 
Gordon,  and,  sending  it  out  over  the  "  mill  pool," 
or  the  "  kelpie's  hole,"  feel  the  electric  shock  of 
an  eight  or  ten-pounder  tugging  at  his  line  ;  and, 
after  a  battle  royal,  often  fought  from  a  bank  of 
slush  and  snow,  land  the  "  first  blood "  of  the 
angling  season. 

The  popularity  of  salmon  angling,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  rentals  paid  for  salmon  waters  in 
recent  years,  is  steadily  on  the  increase,  and 
evidently  high-water  mark  has  not  yet  been 
reached. 

This  may  be  evidenced  from  the  rental  just 
paid  for  the  lease  of  the  Ballater  Invercauld 
water  of  £1575,  which  was  formerly  let  to  the 
lessee  of  the  Ballater  Hotel  at  the  (which  must 
now  be  considered  moderate)  sum  of  £175.  A 
rise  of  £1400  on  the  same  stretch  of  water  must 
indicate  some  initial  and  drastic  change  in  the 
demand. 

Really  good  salmon  water  is  priceless,  and 
where  there  is  a  guarantee  of  sport  the  figures 
will  rise.  The  quantity  of  good  waters  is  very 
limited,  and  where  improvements  have  been 
established,  rents  are  bound  to  rise.  Salmon 
angling  is  truly  the  rich  man's  sport,  and  he  will 
give  any  amount  for  a  good  reach  of  spring  or 
autumn  water.  The  Glentana  Dee  water  let  last 
year  for  £1500  for  three  months  of  the  spring. 

It  was  the  only  really  good  bit  of  early  spring 
water,  and  on  the  principle  that  a  good  thing  is 
never  too  dear,  or,  put  otherwise,  that  a  bad  thing 
is  dear  at  any  price,  the  Glentana  waters  were 
well  worth  the  money  after  all.  It  was  a  matter 
of  simple  arithmetic  to  compute  that  almost  every 
cast  cost  one  shilling  and  sixpence,  yet  when  com- 
pared with  the  six  hundred  odd  fish  grassed 
during  February,  March,  and  April,  it  was  not  so 
dear  as  the  cost  of  waters  lower  down,  which  cost 
about  sixpence,  or  even  less,  per  cast,  and  yet 
produced  scarcely  a  fish  per  week,  or  little  beyond 
a  score  for  the  season. 

These  waters  are  bound  to  carry  old  figures,  if 
they  are  not  already  let  at  higher  ones  ;  and  those 
determined  to  have  a  good  finger  well  into  the 
spring  pie  of  Scotch  salmon  angling  are  quite 
prepared  for  the  increased  demand.  There  is  a 
tendency  in  other  quarters  to  retain  waters  which 
are  beginning  to  lose,  or  have  ah-eady  lost,  cast, 
and  bring  them  up  to  date  by  having  them  well 
fished,  either  by  putting  on  local  fishermen  or 
letting  the  beats  at  moderate  rents  to  anglers  of 
known  repute.  We  hear  of  two  such  transactions 
where  arrangements  have  been  made  to  fish  the 
water,  on  the  one  hand  by  the  proprietor  and  his 
friends,  when  every  day  every  pool  will  be  effec- 
tively covered,  and  every  chance  made  the  most 
of.  In  the  other  instance  the  water  has  been  let 
at  half  last  year's  rent  to  a  well-known  angler, 
rich  enough  and  of  good  social  standing,  but  who 
works  on  principle,  and  never  gives  more  than  he 
can  help  to  get  his  rod  on  ;  and  so  £35  a  month 
is  his  fixture  for  the  coming  spring,  whereas  it  was 
£70  or  thereabouts  last  year  and  the  year  before. 
All  over  there  is  a  downward  tendency  of  about 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  last  year's 
rental,  and  where,  except  a  lease  can  be  got  and  a 
syndicate  formed,  it  is  pretty  evident  that  for 
ordinary  salmon  waters  the  market  will  be  con- 
siderably lower  than  has  been  the  case  for  years 
back.  Of  course  one  swallow  does  not  make  a 
summer,  neither  does  one  or  two  transactions  in 
salmon  waters  fix  the  salmon  waters'  market ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  straws  show  how  the  wind 
blows,  and  this  is  the  fii-st  tendency  of  the  New 
Year  arrangements  which  cannot  but  have  been 
anticipated  by  those  looking  sensibly  back  on  the 
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disastrous  results  of  the  past  few  seasons,  and 
especially  on  those  of  last  yeai-  and  the  year 
before. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  New  Year  brings  con- 
siderable activity  to  enlarge  the  area  of  improved 
salmon  angling  waters.  This  has  to  be  hailed 
with  delight.  The  Tay  syndicate  have  now  a  con- 
siderable reach  of  the  nets  which  formerly 
belonged  to  local  tacksmen.  On  the  South  Esk 
and  Deveron  permanent  arrangements  have 
already  been  effected  there  which  will  hold  good 
for  all  time  coming,  and  the  Don  proprietors  are 
moving  in  a  similar  direction.  On  the  Sluie 
water,  which  is  in  the  market,  and  the  Ballogie 
and  Aboyne  sections,  new  huts  and  bank  and 
river  improvements  have  been  in  active  progress 
since  the  close  of  last  angling  season. 

G.  Mackay. 


A  BANK  HOLIDAY  OUTING. 


Mid  all  the  joys  and  pleasures  of  Christmas,  I 
could  not,  as  I  took  a  morning  stroll  in  the  warm 
and  springlike  weather  of  Sunday,  unseasonable 
as  it  was  to  those  hardy  folk  who  delight  to  see 
ice  3in.  or  4in.  thick  and  a  coating  of  snow 
covering  the  face  of  the  ground,  help  saying  to 
myself,  "What  a  magnificent  day  this  would 
have  been  for  roach  fishing ! "  Nor  could  I 
forget,  and  indeed  oft-times  have  I  felt  half 
inclined  to  say  ditto  to  the  somewhat  impious 
lament  of  the  Scotch  gillie  anent  fine  "  days  of 
rest."  This  man  was  a  strict  Sabbatarian,  but 
long  years  of  observation  had  brought  to  him  the 
discovery,  which  every  angler  is  said  to  make 
sooner  or  later,  that  the  best  atmospheric  con- 
ditions for  sport  more  often  than  not  obtain 
when  one  is  forbidden  to  go  a-fishing.  The 
gillie,  in  fact,  was  apt  to  regard  the  seventh  day 
as  a  necessary  evil  to  be  tolerated  with  as  much 
patience  and  philosophy  as  possible.  "  Mon,"  he 
would  murmui'  to  himself  when  a  propitious 
morning  broke,  "  a'  wudna  wunder  but  what  yon's 
anither  gran'  day  for  the  feshing  just  suckit  up 
by  the  Sawboth.  Aye  weel,  it's  the  wuU  of  the 
Almighty,  but  'tis  the  third  He's  grabbit  this 
spring  already ! " 

Without  endeavouring  to  prove  statistically 
the  truth  of  this  declaration,  I  will  only  say  that 
I  did  hope  again  and  again  that  the  fair  wind 
and  fine  weather  would  hold,  and  that  good  sport 
would  accrue  to  the  many  anglers,  myself  in- 
cluded, who  wetted  a  line  on  Boxing  Day. 

It  is  needless  to  state  that  !  was  up  on  Monday 
ere  the  sun  rose.  I  donned  my  long  boots  (which, 
by  the  way,  I  discovered  still  hanging  to  the  rails 
of  the  cots  of  my  baimies  two,  having  been  impro- 
vised as  receptacles  for  the  good  things  Santa 
Glaus  is  credited  in  the  infantile  mind  with 
bestowing  upon  deserving  childer)  as  a  precau- 
tion against  possible  rain,  and  sallied  forth. 

After  an  uneventful  and  cheerless  journey  by 
rail  I  reached  my  destination — the  banks  of  the 
famous  Colne.  It  was  only  just  daylight,  and  a 
slight  shower  of  rain  seemed  to  portend  an 
uncomfortable  trip.  The  wind,  too,  whistled 
ominously  amongst  the  branches  of  the  trees, 
indicating  pretty  clearly  that  long-corking,  by 
which  means  the  heaviest  bags  of  fish  are  creeled 
on  the  stretch  I  had  permission  to  visit,  would  be 
almost  out  of  the  question.  To  make  rliatters 
worse,  the  wind  blew  in  strong  gusts  right  up  the 
river.  There  was  very  little  stream  on,  and  in 
places  it  was  so  low  that  it  was  easy  to  walk  from 
one  side  to  the  other  without  getting  up  to  one's 
knees  in  water. 

I  had  no  great  hope  of  doing  much,  although, 
as  I  knew  nearly  every  inch  of  the  fishery,  I  had 
little  fear  that  I  should  obtain  a  wooden  spoon  as 
my  reward.  Moreover,  I  had  come  to  fish,  and 
fish  I  intended  to,  let  it  blow,  rain,  or  even  snow 
as  much  as  it  liked. 

3  Selecting  the  calmest  and  most  sheltered  spot 
I  knew  of  in  the  mile  and  a  quarter  of  river, 
where,  had  the  latter  been  at  anything  like  its 
normal  level,  I  could  have  counted  upon  getting 
amongst  roach,  dace,  and  perhaps  a  portly  chub 
to  top  the  basket,  I  began  operations.  This  swim 
was,  nevertheless,  a  curious  one  to  tackle.  It  was 
close  to  the  bank,  and  extended  less  than  a  couple 
of  yards  out,  being  ;5ft.  deep.  There  was  just  the 
suspicion  of  current,  but  the  head  wind  neutralised 
the  effect  of  it.  There  was  a  clear  run  down  of 
lOydb.,  at  the  end  of  which  the  bottom  had  silted 


up,  causing  the  stream  to  make  a  detour  at  right 
angles  towards  the  centre  of  the  river,  in  the 
direction  of  a  certain  hole. 

I  felt  almost  convinced  that  if  by  long  corking 
I  could  manage  in  any  way  to  get  my  bait  out  to, 
or  near,  this  hole  I  should  find  the  roach  at  home 
if  they  were  to  be  discovered  at  all.    Two  or  thi-ee 
small    knobs    of    ground-bait  were  deposited 
quietly  close  to  the  edge,  and  as  I  knew  the  depth 
to  an  inch,  there  was  no  necessity  to  use  the 
plummet.     For  bait  I  tried  crust,  employing 
drawn  gut  and  No.  11  Crystal  hooks.    I  got  as  far 
away  from  the  water  as  I  could,  and  made  the 
initial  cast.    The  float  sailed  along  a  few  yards 
very  slowly,  and  then  stopped.    Thinking  I  was 
hung  up,  I  proceeded  to  make  things  clear,  but 
found  I  had  hooked  a  fish.    This  I  held  for  an 
instant,  but  lost  it — if  one  can  lose  what  one  never 
possessed.    I  opined  from  this  that  the  roach 
were  biting  very  gingerly,  and  for  another  ten 
minutes  I  had  not  a  touch.    I  "  pelted  "  the  float 
at  short  intervals  with  marbles  of  ground-bait. 
Then    the   peculiar    stopping  again  occurred, 
but  I  was  wide  awake  this  time,  and  a  ^Ib.  roach 
fell    a    victim    to  his    inquisitiveness  to  see 
what    the    browny    white    cubes    were  like. 
Within  the  next  hour  I  had  four  others  of  about 
a  similar  weight,  when  all  of  a  sudden,  try  what  I 
would,  I  could  not  get  them  to  take  either  crust, 
gentles,  paste,  or  "  small  reds."    I  accordingly 
decided  upon  prospecting,  and  journeyed  to  a 
deep  eddy,  out  of  which  I  have  never  yet  failed  to 
extract  a  chub  or  two.     Being  more  exposed, 
there  was  quite  a  miniature  sea  on,  so  I  baited 
with  gentles  to  see  if  any  of  the  loggei-heads  were 
within  hail,  knowing  their  preference  for  the 
"  wrigglers  "  vis-a-vis  to  the  sober  crust.  The 
float  performed  extraordinary  gyrations  on  the 
top  of  the  mimic  waves.    It  was  diflScult  to  keep 
anything  like  a  straight  line  on  to  the  tell-tale,  or 
to  induce  it  to  travel  downstream  as  one  could 
have  wished.    However,  after  saying  all  sorts  of 
hard  things  about  the  wind,  the  float  made  an 
unexpected  sky-rocket  like  movement  towards  the 
bank,  denoting  that  a  chub  had  attacked  the  lure. 
The  fish  was  hooked,  and  its  first  rush  led  me  to 
think  I  had  got  hold  of  a  big  one,  but  it  only  just 
turned  the  scale  at  lib.  12oz.  when  landed  and 
placed  upon  the  steelyard.    However,  a  fish  of 
this  size  was  not  to  be  despised,  and  I  started 
afresh.    For  half  an  hour  I  worked  the  swim,  but 
the  result  was  purely  negative.    I  made,  there- 
fore, yet  another  shift,  putting  up  a  long  roach 
rod  to  reach  a  hole  under  the  branches  of  some 
willows  on  the  opposite  shore ;  but  I  pretty  soon 
had  to  discard  the  pole,  for  the  pressure  of  the 
wind  upon  it  was  so  great  that  I  found  it  im- 
possible to  wield  it  with  the  slightest  degree 
of  comfort.    I  secured  another  chub  and  a  small 
roach  here,  but  neither  was  large  enough  to 
retain,  and  both  were  promptly  returned.  Other 
pitches  I  negotiated,  but  to  no  effect,  until  in 
sheer  desperation  I  decided  to  return  to  my  first 
love — the  swim  I  began  at  in  the  morning — when 
the  roach  came  on  to  feed  at  three  o'clock,  and  by 
dint  of  hard  work  I  took  a  dozen  and  a  half  fish, 
six  only  of  which  I  kept,  ranging  from  fib.  to  a 
lib.  each,  together  with  the  aforementioned  chub. 
It  was  not  a  great  catch  certainly,  but  taking  into 
account  that  there  was  a  strong  upstream  wind 
blowing  all  day  (a  kind  of  prelude  to  the  violent 
south-westerly  gale  which  followed  next  day), 
that  there  was  a  gi'eat  dearth  of  water  in  the 
river,  and  that  what  there  was  was  as  transparent 
as  glass,  my  sport  cannot,  I  think,  be  regarded  as 
otherwise  than  fairly  satisfactory. 

H.  A.  RoLT. 


THE  LOWER  AND  MID-THAMES: 
WHERE  AND  HOW  TO  FISH  IT. 

{Continued  from  page  526.) 

By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Baebel. 

"The  barbel  is  an  evil  fysshe  to  take,  for  he  is  so 
strongly  enarmyd  in  the  mouth  that  there  may  be  no 
weake  harnesse  holde  him." — Juliana  Bkrners. 

Of  all  the  coarse  fish  in  the  Thames  the  barbel 
affords  the  most  exciting  sport,  and  a  large  fish, 
when  hooked,  will  give  the  angler  considerable 
trouble  and  pleasure  to  land,  especially  if  he  be 
using  fine  tackle.  Barbel  are  very  numerous  in 
the  Thames,  but  it  is  necessai"y  to  be  acquainted 


with  the  weir  pools  and  deep  holes,  where  these 
fish  congregate,  in  order  to  attain  good  sport.  I 
have  in  the  earlier  chapters  endeavoured  to  direct 
the  angler  to  the  best  swims  between  Kew  and 
Great  Marlow,  but  to  succeed  in  capturing  barbel 
there  ought  to  be  a  considerable  amount  of  ground 
baiting  beforehand,  and  the  angler  must  be  gifted 
with  a  fair  share  of  patience.    The  latter  quality 
is  absolutely  essential,  because  the  Thames  barbel 
appear  only  to  feed  by  fits  and  starts,  and 
although  a  well-known  swim  be  carefully  fished, 
the  angler  may  not  reap  the  reward  imtil  some 
days  afterwards.    When  they  are  on  the  feed, 
however,  the  best  of  sport  will  be  enjoyed,  for 
there  is  no  Thames  fish,  with  perhaps  the  ex- 
ception of  trout,  that  are  so  full  of  fight.  They 
are  exceedingly  strong,  somewhat  crafty,  and, 
after  being  hooked,  make  desperate  efforts  to 
escape  by  running  under  banks  or  lato  large  beds 
of  weeds,  and  at  times  stubbornly  keeping  at  the 
bottom  of  the  river,  which  is  termed  "  boreing." 
Barbel  are  game  to  the  backbone,  and  con- 
sequently prized  by  numbers  of  Thames  anglers, 
some  of  whom  are  sufficiently  enthusiastic  to 
devote  their  whole  spare  time  to  this  branch  of 
the  gentle  art.    I  have  already  given  instances  of 
barbel  being  hooked  foul,  and  now  quote  an 
authority  showing  how  this  sometimes  happens. 
"The  Angler's  Guide"  (1825)  says:  "Barbel  are 
frequently  caught  foul,  that  is,  hooked  in  some 
part  of  the  body  instead  of  the  mouth  without 
their  biting;  for  when  they  are  swimming  or 
floating  about  the  ground  bait,  &c.,  their  fins, 
body,  or  tail  often  strike  against  the  lower  part 
of  the  angler's  line  or  hook,  which  moves  the 
float  like  a  bite;  the  angler,  supposing  it  to 
be  so,  strikes,  and  generally  hooks  the  fish. 
The  chance   of    this    way   of    taking  barbel 
is    increased  by    putting   two  hooks   on  the 
line,  about  8in.,  lOin.,  or  12in.   apart."  The 
latter  suggestion  I  would  not  recommend  any 
angler  to  adopt,  because  from  practical  experi- 
ence I  have  found  that  in  fishing  for  roach,  dace, 
barbel,  or  chub  it  is  preferable  to  use  only  one 
hook.    The  best  months  for  barbel  fishing  are 
August,   September,  and  October,  though  they 
are  caught  at  the  commencement  of  the  season. 
The  average  size  of  those  taken  from  the  Thames 
is  from  31b.  to  61b.,  though  a  91b.  or  101b.  fish  is 
occasionally  landed.     One    angling  authority 
states  that  a  barbel  weighing  over  191b.  was 
caught  at  Shepperton  in  1800,  but  one  of  this  size 
is  never  taken  now,  probably  because  there  are 
more  anglers  who  fish  for  them,  and  the  fish  are 
caught   before  reaching  that  weight.  Barbel, 
when  once  well  hooked,  seldom  break  away, 
because  they  are  leather-mouthed  fish,  and  are 
usually  taken  in  the  Thames  on  ledger  tackle.  It 
must  be  finely  constructed,  but  strong.    It  may 
be  scarcely  necessary  to  describe  a  ledger  line, 
but,  as  I  am  writing  for  the  benefit  of  those  but 
partly  iHitiated,  I  may  say  that  it  consists  of  1yd. 
of  fine  but  stout  gut,  with  a  number  seven  round 
bend  hook,  and  a  bullet  or  flat  lead,  which  is 
placed  about  9in.  below  where  the  gut  is  joined 
to  the  line.    In  order  to  prevent  this  bullet  from 
slipping  further  down  the  line,  a  little  shot  should 
be  nipped  on  to  the   gut.    Some  professional 
Thames  anglers  dispense  altogether  with  the 
length  of  gut,  and  join  the  line,  which  should 
be  very  fine,  to  the  gut  mounted  on  to  the  hook. 
They  then  use  the  ordinary  sized  bullet,  but  the 
hole  in  the  centre  of  it  is  much  larger,  and  is 
kept  about  36in.  above  the  hook  by  means  of 
the  match-trick,  i.e.,  making  a  slip-knot,  passing 
half  a  wooden  match  through,  then  di-awing  the 
line  tight.    I  am  inclined  to  think  this  is  the  best 
way  to  ledger  for  barbel,  as  it  allows  the  line  to 
run  more  freely  through  the  bullet  when  the  fish 
first  takes  the  bait.    The  running  line  ought  to 
be  of  plaited  silk,  and  80yds.  in  length  at  least. 
If  a  large  fish  is  hooked,  he  will  probably  run 
70yds.  of  it  out.    When  the  fish  pulls  the  line, 
which  it  will  do  on  taking  the  bait,  it  must  be 
struck  sharply.     Before  commencing  to  fish, 
throw  in  plenty  of  ground-bait,  which  should  con- 
sist of  soaked  greaves,  bran,  and  clay  when  using 
greaves  as  bait.    If  fishing  with  a  lob  worm,  a 
large  quantity  of  worms  chopped  into  pieces, 
mixed  with  bran  and  clay,  should  be  used  as 
ground-bait,  and,  where  practicable,  should  be 
thrown  in  a  night  before.    In  fact,  unless  con- 
siderable pains  be  taken  to  effectually  ground- 
bait  a  swim,  the  sport  will  probably  be  poor. 
Pai-ticular  attention  should  be  paid  in  putting 
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the  worm  on  the  hook,  so  that  the  skin  may  not 
be  perforated  by  the  barb.  If  the  worm  be  pre- 
viously dipped  in  bran  it  can  be  held  better,  and 
in  using  the  round  bend  hook  no  difficulty  should 
be  experienced  in  properly  threading  it.  Be 
careful  that  the  point  of  the  hook  is  not  exposed, 
or  the  fish  will  detect  it.  I  always  take  as  much 
pains  in  baiting  a  hook  as  in  "  playing "  a  fish. 
When  the  worm  is  dead,  discard  it  and  use  a  fresh 
one,  for.it  is  absolute  waste  of  time  to  endeavour 
to  entice  fish  with  one  that  is  dead. 

The  poet  Gay,  alluding  to  worms,  says  : 

Cleanse  them  from  filth  to  give  a  tempting  gloss. 
Cherish  the  sullied  reptile  with  damp  moss, 
Amid  the  verdant  bed  they  twine,  they  toil. 
And,  from  their  bodies,  wipe  their  native  soil. 

(To  be  contimied.) 


NOTICE  OF  REMOVAL. 
Me.  J.  RicHAEDSON  (late  of  111,  Judd-street, 
King's  Cross)  wishes  us  to  state  that  to-day, 
Saturday,  Jan.  7,  he  has  entered  into  possession 
of  his  new  premises,  123,  Euston-road. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


g^g^  River  Reporters  who  icauf  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  FlSHlXO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  Hotise,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Ijower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — Rain  and 
wind — miserable  and  disagreeable  weather — has  not  only 
closed  in  the  old  year,  but  the  new  one  has  commenced 
under  similar  circumstances.  There  is  an  old  saying  when 
the  New  Year's  Day  falls  on  a  Sunday  the  following 
twelve  months  always  goes  on  well.  I  would  therefore 
hops,  amongst  other  things,  our  dear  old  Thames  and  its 
preservation  societies  will  find  at  the  end  it  has  been  a 
good  year  for  them ;  and  the  oldest  one,  as  the  parent  of 
all,  with  which  I  enjoyed  so  long  a  connection,  has  largely 
increased  in  its  strength  of  financial  support  and 
encouragement.  When  I  have  referred  to  that  lengthened 
period  I  have  had  no  detire  to  make  it  understood  I  have 
the  credit  of  having  done  all.  There  are  many  names  who 
without  their  assistance  and  influence  all  would  not  have 
been  achieved  that  has  teen  done,  and,  although  they  have 
now  gone  to  their  final  rest,  their  names  will  never  be 
forgotten  ;  and  those  who  are  still  living  and  their  hearts 
still  in  the  work  have  secured  to  themselves  a  name  which 
will  ever  be  associated  with  the  work  of  Thames  preservation. 
I  am  writing  this  on  Tuesday  with,  I  hope,  some  little 
chanca  in  the  improvement  of  the  weather,  and  the  only 
letter  I  have  received  is  from  the  veteran  William 
Milbonme,  who  gives  a  very  gloomy  description  of  the 
river  in  Lis  neighbourhood.  I  have  a  few  lines  from  Mr. 
W.  McBride,  of  Teddington,  in  explanation  of  the  absence 
of  reports  from  him  la«t  week.  It  appears  he  had  been 
away  with  one  of  his  respected  clients  to  some  private 
waters  and  doing  a  little  there,  and  he  had  a  happy  time 
of  it,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  himself.  When  I  was  over 
at  Twickenham  this  morning,  I  was  told  both  by  Mr.  John 
Spoog,  of  the  Two  Sawyers,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden 
Smith,  some  good  roach  and  bream  had  been  taken 
by  the  anglers  both  in  the  Thamfg  and  in  the  Crane. 
Mr.  Davis  selected  two  of  his  best,  weighing  lib.  14oz. 
and  lib.  lOoz.,  whi<  h  he  has  given  to  Mr.  Ogden 
Smith  for  preservation,  and  for  the  same  purpose 
three  more  are  in  his  hands,  the  largest  IJlb.  I 
am  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Ogden  Smith  is  doing  a  large 
business  as  a  taxidermist,  and  all  the  fish  entrusted  to 
him  have  given  the  greatest  satisfaction. — B. 

  (Hampton  Court).— Wilham  Milboume  reports  : 

"  Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  it  has  quite  spoiled  the  fishing 
in  the  Christmas  holidays.  The  watsr  here  rose  about 
3ft.,  and  was  very  thick,  and  ii  still  rising.  The  weirs  are 
all  drawn,  and  there  has  not  been  any  punts  out.  The 
bank  anglers  are  getting  the  best  of  it,  and  have  been 
catching  some  fine  roach.  The  large  roach  which  have  been 
caught  in  Hampton  Deep  there  is  no  doubt  are  those  that 
were  turned  in  the  river  from  the  Grand  Junction  Water- 
works reservoirs.  I  have  been  fishing  for  the  last  fifty 
years,  and  i  have  never  seen  finer  reach  caught  in  the 
Thames  before." — B. 

  (Henley).— Jan.  5.— The  river  is  showing  signs  of 

fining  down  this  morning,  and  a  strong  stream  is  running. 
Should  the  rain  keep  off  it  may  be  right  for  bank  anglers 
by  Sunday,  but  am  afraid  the  quantity  of  snow  in  the  river 
will  prevent  the  fieh  from  feeding. — Stanley  Meab. 

— (Kingston).— The  only  report  of  angling  in  this 
district  is  that  John  Johnson  has  been  getting  some  roach 
and  bream. — B. 

— -  (LecUade,  fco.).  —  Tempestuous  weather  has 
prevailed  during  the  past  week,  and  on  Monday  night  it 
blew  a  perfect  hurricane  throughout  the  district,  doing 
considerable  damage.  It  has  been  a  bad  time  for  anglers, 
but  here  and  there  some  fair  sport  is  reported  with  pike 
and  parch.  A  big  pike  is  reported  from  the  Hart's  Weir 
waters.  The_  Coin  and  Leach  are  very  much  swollen  by 
the  heavy  rains,  bnt  the  rivers  are  just  about  as  they 
should  be  for  the  time  of  year,  but  the  water  is  sadly 
discoloured  from  the  heavy  hill  storms.  Several  re- 
Btockings  of  trout  waters  are  about  taking  place  in  these 


streams,  but  there  is  a  nice  show  of  trout  already  for  the 
coming  seasoh.  This  is  notably  the  case  wheie  the  ducks 
have  toen  kept  off  the  water  for  a  season  or  two,  as  has 
been  done  at  Pairford.  Jack  fishers  -have  been  busy  on 
trout  streams,  and  several  have  been  cleared  out — Pan. 

  Richmond.  —  The  report  from  the  fishermen  is 

their  customers  have  been  creeling  some  roich,  dace,  and 
bream,  the  roach  running  of  a  good  size. — B. 

—  (Snnbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  report  they 
have  not  had  a  punt  out,  owing  to  the  absence  of  anglers 
and  the  state  of  the  river. — B. 

  ('Ceddington).— The  push  of  water  has  had  the 

effect  of  bringing  up  a  few  lamperns  to  the  weir.  Mr.  W. 
McBride  says  he  has  had  no  results  worth  reporting,  but 
hopes  next  week,  if  the  river  is  anything  like,  to  have 
something  to  say  of  the  success  of  his  clients,  and  to  show 
his  portion  of  the  Thames  is  well  stocked  with  fish.  One 
thing,  he  knows  where  they  are,  and  can  pilot  his 
numerous  clients  amongst  them. — B. 

—  (Twickenham).— Mr.  Carter,  fishing  with  C. 
Browne,  has  creeled  141b.  of  roach  (the  largest  IJlb.)  and 
six  bream  in  one  day.  J.  Draper,  fishing  with  a  client,  in 
one  of  Mr.  Spong's  punts,  in  three  days  caught  201b.  of 
roach  and  dace  and  a  few  bream.  Mr.  Wright  has  taken 
thirteen  bream,  the  largest  SJlb.  Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden  Smith 
was  out  for  a  short  time  one  morning,  and  creeled  four  or 
five  nice  breim.  He  also  informs  me  that  Mr.  Carter  has 
handed  to  him  for  preservation  three  of  the  largest  roach 
from  his  reported  take,  the  largest  being  IJlb.,  as  stated  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Davis  has  also  given  him  two  fine  roach  for 
the  same  purpose,  the  fish  weighing  respectively  lib.  14oz. 
and  lib.  lOoz.— B. 

  (Windsor). — The  river  is  still  very  thick,  and  I 

think  is  likely  to  remain  so  for  the  next  week  or  ten  days. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Good  roach  should  now 
be  had  by  fishing  all  the  quiet  places  under  the  boughs  and 
eddies.  Anglers  should  v\atch  for  the  first  clearing  of  the 
watfir,  when  good  sport  should  be  had  with  the  jack. — 
Cecil  Howlett. 

Anoholme  District.  —  The  conditions  for  winter 
angling  remain  in  a  very  favourable  state,  and  sundry 
baskets  of  decent  pike,  roach,  bream,  and  perch  have 
been  taken  of  late  ;  but  very  few  visitors  put  in  an  appear- 
ance now. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Amn  (Pnlborough).— There  is  nothing  to  record 
for  the  Ist,  owing  to  the  flood.  At  the  time  of  writing 
(Wednesday  morning)  the  water  is  rapidly  sinking,  and, 
prjviding  we  have  fine  weather,  bank  fishing  will  be 
possible  on  the  8th  inst. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Bnre  (Wroxham). — After  wild  and  stormy  weather, 
gales,  frost,  and  rain,  we  have  again  to-night  (Jan.  1) 
relapsed  into  fog,  south-east  wind,  and  steady  rain,  render- 
ing angling  miserable  and  profitless.  The  roach  and 
breim  are  oil  feed,  althoiigh  a  few  were  taken  this 
morning,  one  about  lib.  Pike  fishing  is  fair,  but  I  have 
heard  of  nothing  sensational.  Roach  fishers  should  give 
Coltishall  a  trial ;  some  decent  sport  was  had  there  in  the 
foulest  weather  lately,  and  favourable  conditions  should 
result  in  really  excellent  f  port  there.  This  morning  the 
frost  had  rendered  the  river  excjedingly  clear,  bu*;  it  will 
now  thicken  somewhat.  Prospects  at  present  are  not  very 
good,  except,  perhaps,  for  pike  fishing  on  Broads. — C.  H. 
Taylor. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Unfortunately  for  the 
holiday  anglers  the  weather  was  anything  but  propitious, 
and  comparatively  few  cared  to  face  the  music.  Among 
the  plucky  ones  were  Messrs.  Gibbard,  Roberts,  Graf,  and 
Theeuwisssn,  who  accounted  for  several  pike,  but  all  of 
the  small  order.  I  hear  of  an  angler  on  the  Canal  also 
securing  nine  fish  at  one  outing.  Following  the  deluge  of 
rain  which  ushered  in  the  new  year  the  river  is  now  in 
spate,  and  will  be  out  of  ply  for  the  next  day  or  two. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— Since 
last  writing  the  waters  of  this  district  suffered  to  a  large 
extent  by  the  downfalls,  which  really  began  on  Christmas 
Day.  It  is  only  here  and  there  we  hear  of  sport  worth 
mention.  At  Surfleet,  on  the  Glen,  a  number  cime  down 
for  the  holidays,  and  are  stated  to  have  done  fairly  well 
with  roach,  but  later  sport  has  fallen  off.  Pike  fishing  on 
the  Forty-foot  and  the  Welland  has  not  been  very 
remunerative. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Sport  in  the  Idle 
district  received  a  check  last  week  from  the  rough  weather. 
On  one  or  two  days  several  anglers  returned  from  Scrooby 
and  Mattersey  without  any  fish.  At  several  other  points 
small  success  was  reported.  The  weather  is  again  mild, 
and,  should  the  waters  fine  down,  sport  will  be  resumable 
towards  the  end  of  the  week.  A  few  heavy  roach  are 
reported  from  the  lower  lengths. — L. 

Lea. — The  river  has  undergone  another  flushing,  and 
this  (Thursday)  morning  prospects  are  good  for  week-end 
anglers.  The  river  is  in  nice  colour  for  the  roach,  of 
which  there  is  an  excellent  stock,  and  favourable  weather 
prevailing  some  nice  baskets  should  be  obtained  with 
worm,  white  paste,  and  bread  crust,  the  latter  to  be  used 
where  there  is  stream.  The  past  week  has  been 
a  very  bad  one  for  fish  catching.  In  addition  to 
heavy  gales  of  wind,  rain,  snow,  and  sleet  have 
all  fallen  in  the  Lea  Valley.  However,  at  some 
stations  fair-sized  roach  and  dace  have  been  brought 
to  bank,  and  the  capture  of  perch  and  pike  is  also  reported. 
At  Cheshunt  roach  up  to  lib.  have  been  larded,  and  some 
decent  roach  have  been  had  at  Ware  and  Hertford.  Laf.t 
week  a  local  angler  took  261b.  of  jack  in  the  Hertford 
district,  one  of  the  fish  scaling  lUb.  The  tributary  Stort 
has  been  flushed,  and  the  thick  water  has  since  fined 
down.  There  was  a  good  colour  for  roaching  when  I  last 
heard  from  the  river.  Roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.  are  notified 
from  Bishops  Stortford.  Few  anglers  have  been  out 
lately. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  have  been  running  very  high  and 


muddy,  and  continue  to  run  bank  full  owing  to  the  very 
changeable  weather  we  have  had  during  the  past  week, 
when  there  has  been  falls  of  rain  and  snow,  followed  by 
frost  at  night  and  sunshine  during  part  of  the  day,  and 
there  has  been  no  angling  done  in  either  streams  this 
week,  or  will  be  until  the  water  goes  down  again.  The 
present  weather  would  not  be  so  bad  if  the  water  was  in 
order  and  good  fish  would  be  landed.  The  Pinsley  is 
running  hi?h  and  coloured. — Gwynne. 

ItXigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Klngsland).— 
Rivers  quite  three  parts  bank  high  of  stained  water. 
Weather  very  variable,  ircluding  gales,  fierce  ttorms  of 
rain,  sleet,  and  enow,  frost,  and  at  times  as  mild  as  April. 
Fishing  quite  out  of  the  quejtion  at  present,  and  this 
(Wednesday)  evening  no  prospect  of  amendment. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Feterboronisrh).- The  vagaries  of  the  weather 
in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  put  a  very  different 
complexion  upon  matters  affecting  angling  pursuits,  as 
evinced  by  the  now  swollen  condition  of  our  river,  which 
in  some  parts  of  the  district  is  running  over  its  banks  and 
submerging  the  adjacent  land.  Sincg  my  last  report  a 
grand  catch  of  pike  was  made  between  Taneor  and 
Oundle  by  Mr.  Beckett,  of  Peterborough,  he  landing  six 
fish,  which  weighed  42|lb.,  the  largest  turning  the  scale 
at  lljlb.  Mr.  Ream  also  caught  several  at  Caistor,  which 
weighed  from  31b.  to  61b.  each. — E.  A.  S. 

Oase  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.). — River  again  cloudy  for 
piking,  excellent  for  reaching,  and,  if  no  more  rain,  will 
be  good  all  round  by  Friday.  On  Thursday,  Feb.  9,  we 
fish  our  genial  friends,  the  N.A.P.S.,  our  usual  annual 
match ;  and  no  doubt  it  will  be  as  happy  and  enjoyable  a 
day  as  those  in  the  past  have  bsen,  and  may  the  best 
team  win.  Happy,  healthy,  and  prosperous  New  Year 
to  all  jolly  anglers  and  tight  lines  is  the  wish  of — E. 
Collinson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — A  great  disappointment  was  in  store  for  the 
numerous  visitors  who  spent  their  holidays  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, and  very  little  sport  could  be  obtained  by 
anglers  owing  to  the  very  unfavourable  weather.  The 
heavy  rain  last  week  caussd  all  these  streams  to  be  flooded 
to  a  greater  extent  than  for  several  years  past,  and  the 
stormy  weather  still  continues,  with  cold  winds  and  rain 
and  sleet,  so  that  the  rivers  are  still  much  swollen  and  out 
of  condition,  and  the  little  sport  anglers  are  having  is 
confined  to  the  capture  of  a  few  pike  and  ccarse  fish  in  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  With 
adverse  weather  angling  has  not  been  a  success,  as  all 
rivers  are  very  high  and  thick.  Pike  fishing  is  out  of  the 
question,  but  roaching  may  be  looked  forward  to  by  the 
9th  should  lain  hold  off.  Chichester  Canal  remains  in 
good  order,  and  several  good  pike  and  perch  have  been 
secured.  Mr.  Gilmore,  cf  the  Park  Tavern,  has  taken 
four  pike  averaging  41b.;  and  fish,  varying  from  31b.  to 
4Jlb.,  have  been  obtained  from  the  lower  reaches.  A  fine 
fish,  computed  at  141b.,  may  be  seen  feeding  below  Donn- 
ington,  bnt  up  to  the  present  has  refused  all  lures.  There 
are  good  perch  in  the  lower  reaches.  A  member  of  the 
Brighton  Anglers'  Association,  fishing  in  the  Donnington 
reach,  secured  a  nice  nerch,  weighing  21b.  4Joz.  Local 
anglers  have  taken  perch  of  lib.  14oz.,  lib.  8oz.,  and  lib. 
duiiag  the  week.— G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
runnirg  high  and  coloured,  and  quite  bank  full,  and  there 
is  a  good  volume  of  water  going  down  at  present.  The 
weather  has  been  changeable  and  miserable,  and  rain, 
snow,  and  sleet  has  been  had,  and  it  has  been  impossible 
to  do  any  fishing.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  water  is 
clearing,  but  is  not  lowering,  and  by  the  beginning  of  the 
week,  if  the  weather  holds  fine,  a  few  fish  may  be  taken 
with  maggot  and  worm,  but  the  weather  is  so  changeable. 
At  the  end  of  last  week,  when  the  water  was  so  high,  the  fish 
traps  at  Castle  Mills  were  put  up,  and  they  found  in  it  a 
fine  pike,  which,  when  taken  out,  scaled  13Jlb.  It  was 
sent  to  a  fishmonger  to  sell,  but  ic  failed  to  find  a 
customer.  Several  pike  have  been  taken  in  these  traps, 
which  shows  there  are  some  fine  fish  in  the  Castle  Pound. 
Salmon  have  been  making  their  way  upstream  in  good 
numbers  of  late,  the  high  water  being  a  great  assistance 
for  them  to  get  over  the  weirs.  The  Ony,  Corvie,  Clnn, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  high  and  muddy,  and  out 
of  order,  and  will  be  for  some  time. — S.  Ludi,ow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
visited  with  some  very  bad  weather  of  late.  Rain,  sleet, 
and  snow  have  been  had,  and  the  water  is  still  running 
high  and  coloured.  At  the  end  of  last  week  the  water 
was  higher  than  it  has  been  for  some  time.  It  has  now 
begun  to  go  down  and  clear,  but  it  will  be  some  days 
before  any  kind  of  fishing  will  be  able  to  be  done.  The 
weather  is  so  changeable,  frost  one  day,  then  rain  and 
snow,  followed  by  bright  sunshine.  Salmon  have  been 
goiuo:  up  the  stream  of  late  in  good  numbers. — Worcester. 

Witham,  ftc.  (Mid-Linoolnshise).— Fishing  in  the 
Lincolnshire  waters  of  this  district  has  been  interfered 
with  by  wind,  rain,  and  enow.  Many  who  came  down 
last  week  for  the  holidays  were  disappointed,  and  even 
this  week  things  are  not  much  better.  The  Witham  is  in 
semi-flood,  and  so  also  are  its  tributaries.  A  few  roach 
are  reported  from  odd  places.  From  the  Sincil  Dyke,  for 
instance,  fair  baskets  were  reported,  and  some  also  from 
the  Bain.  A  few  pike  have  been  obtained  from  the  lower 
waters,  but  nothing  of  any  account.  If  water  runs  down 
things  will  be  better  for  the  week-end. — Luci. 

Yorkshiie  Rivers. — Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd, 
OtrsEjitc. — These  rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  fishing 
some  days,  but  at  the  time  of  this  despatch  (Wednesday, 
Jan.  4)  there  is  a  lot  of  snow  on  the  Yoredale,  Swaledale, 
Wharfedale,  and  Nidderdale  range  of  hills,  and,  with  arise 
in  the  temperature  to-day,  it  is  finding  its  way  into  the 
rivers.  The  wretched  weather  which  prevailed  at  the  end 
of  last  week,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  present, 
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prevented  many  anglers  from  getting  to  the  water-side  ; 
but  twenty-three  membera  of  the  Stockton  Anglinjr 
Club  faced  rain  and  sleet,  and  had  their  annual 
New  Tear's  competition  in  the  river  Swale,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Morton  Bridge,  on  Monday, 
in  spite  of  the  adverse  meteorological  con-iitions  and 
the  presence  of  snow  water.  The  msitch,  which 
was  conducted  on  the  "  go-as-you-please  "  principle, 
was  very  successful,  and  some  fair  baskets  of  chub,  reach, 
and  dace  were  caught  wiih  preserved  wa.sp  grub,  maggots, 
and  the  little  red  worm.  There  are  not  so  many  grayling 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Morton  Bridge  as  there  are  in 
other  parts  of  the  river,  and  two  or  three  of  the  members 
angling  for  this  fish  failed  to  catch  any.  The  principal 
prize  takers  were  Messrs.  Isaac  Dew,  Feitherstone,  and 
Clayton,  the  largest  fish  caught  being  a  chub  of  IJlb.,  but 
some  larger  fish  have  been  taken  here  recently,  Mr. 
Ingledew,  of  Stockton,  basketing  a  chub  of  3 Jib.  We 
very  seldom  hear  of  the  capture  of  eels  with  the  rod  and 
line  at  mid-winter,  but  the  other  day  a  Thornaby  angler 
caught  one  weighing  over  21b.  Few  grayling  fishermen 
have  been  out  in  the  Upper  Yore,  and  Messrs.  Blades, 
Miller,  Collinson,  and  others  who  have  been  fishing  have 
had  bad  sport,  the  unsettled  weather  being  against  them. 
For  the  same  reason  reports  from  the  Wharfe,  Nidd, 
Derwent,  &c.,  are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  bad  ;  and  as 
far  as  the  Ouse  is  concerned,  the  best  sport  to  my 
knowledge  has  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Wood,  of  York,  who, 
on  Saturday  last,  caught  a  lot  of  roach,  &o.  None  of 
them,  however,  were  large,  bnt  they  make  capital  pike 
baits  for — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglera'  I)ep6t,  19, 
New  Station- street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegram. — Heavy_  rain  storm  and  high  south- 
westerly wind  have  prevailed  on  the  hills  and  moorlands 
during  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  and  all  our  rivers  are 
running  high  with  thick  snow  water.  At  Hawes  (the 
Yore)  Dr.  Eichardson  and  Mr.  Moor  had  very  nice  sport 
with  grayling  on  Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Moor  getting  a  basket  of  twelve  exceptionally  fine  fish. 
Owing  to  a  large  influx  of  thick  water  in  the  lake,  pike 
fishing  at  Hornsea  has  not  been  so  good  as  usual.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  Schroeder,  of  York,  with  snap  tackle,  landed 
thie3  pike,  weighing  141b.,  returning  other  four  fish,  being 
under  the  standard  length  of  26in.  No  gorge  hooks  or 
gaff  is  allowed.  The  fish  are  landed  into  the  boat  with 
large  landing  nets,  and  anything  under  26in.  carefully 
returned  to  the  water  as  quickly  as  possible.  Hornsea. — 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Oldham,  fished  the  mere  on  Saturday, 
Monday,  and  Tuesday,  but  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the 
mere  and  thick  water  he  only  caught  seven  pike,  five  had 
to  be  returned.  Two  retained  weighing  19Jlb. — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Angler'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— By  another  week  the 
first  batch  of  Scotch  salmon  waters  will  be  thrown  open  to 
the  early  spring  angler.  The  Thurso,  Naver,  Loch 
Naver,  and  Brora  open  on  the  10th  and  12th  inst.,  and  the 
Tay  and  Loch  Tay  on  the  15th  inst.  The  weather  has 
hitherto  been  favourable  for  fish  running,  but  till  the  fly 
be  put  over  the  best  judges  can  form  but  little  opinion  as 
to  the  season's  prospects.  The  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  do 
not  open  until  Feb.  11.  Dee  salmon  waters  are  being 
rapidly  picked  up,  and  many  old  favourites  are  loaked  for 
their  old  quarters  early  in  the  season,  and  have  made 
arrangements  to  be  in  at  the  opening,  if  the  weather  is  at 
all  suitable.  Mrs.  and  Miss  Pickering  come  to  Kincardine 
Lodge,  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Farnell  Watson  to  Woodend  water. 
— G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  otlier  Border  Bivers.— 

All  the  Border  rivers  during  the  past  week  have  been  in 
good  volume,  and  to  those  who  prefer  to  go  bait  fishing  the 
streams  were  in  good  trim  for  such  angling.  As  it  is, 
however,  not  many  now  in  the  Kelso  district  care  to  go 
out  tronting  during  the  winter  months,  when  the  fish  are 
out  of  season,  and  the  more  so  that  all  the  legitimate 
trout  anglers  there  are  members  of  the  Kelso  Angling 
Association,  which  imposes  a  rule  on  their  members  that 
they  must  not  fish  after  Nov.  30  in  any  year,  until  Feb.  1 
following  the  year  gone  by.  Pity  it  is  that  all  the  Border 
angling  associations  were  not  of  the  same  mind.  Of 
course,  where  there  is  so  much  free  water  on  the  Tweed 
and  Teviot  in  the  Kelso  district  for  trout  fishing,  jou 
cannot  expect  every  dieciple  of  the  rod  and  line  (who  are 
not  members  cf  the  association)  to  hold  aloof  until  the 
time  appointed  by  the  local  association  when  it  is  time  to 
b?gin  trout  fishing;  at  the  same  time,  however,  the  all- 
the-jear-round  so-called  anglers  are  slowly  beginning  to 
find  out  that  it  is  for  their  own  good  to  stop  fishing  until 
tbe  early  spring,  when  the  fish  are  in  good  condition. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Xiilamey. — Angling  opens  here  on  Jan.  17.  Pro- 
spects are  very  favourable.  Spawning  is  practically  over, 
atd  waters  are  now  in  gond  order. — T.  J.  1). 

Iiougli  Currane,  &c.  (Watexville,  co.  Kerry). 

— Spawning  is  now  nearly  over  in  the  Waterville  district. 
The  angling  opens  here  on  Feb.  1,  and  the  prospects 
appear  to  be  good. — T.  J.  D. 

"What  cannot  rk  Cuhku  must  be  Endubicd"  need  not  be 
said  to  thORO  who  suffer  from  the  effects  of  bad  legs,  scorbutic 
;ind  Sfr&fulous  sores,  as  llolloway's  Ointment  and  Pills  ore 
splendid  Hpcciflcs  for  these  distressing  afflictions.  The  earnest 
gratitude  of  thousands  who  have  experienced  the  wonderful 
influence  of  these  remedies,  so  thiit  they  have  been  raised  from 
a  position  of  prostrate  helplessness  to  one  of  independence  and 
imnfort.  is  beinj;  constantly  expressed,  both  personally  and  by 
letter.  Their  value  is  known  throughf  ut  the  world  for  every 
form  of  disease.  Xn  cases  of  indigestion,  ajrue,  fevers,  and 
disorders  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  the  pills  are  an  infallible 
remedy.  For  gout,  rheumatics,  neuralgia,  &c.,  the  Ointment  is 
a  blessing  to  thousands  of  poor  suffererB. 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Jan.  13.    Spring  tides. 


Scarborough 

Yarmouth  .. 
Lowestoft  ... 
Aldeburgh  ... 
Harwich   


Southend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh)' 

Margate,  Broad-1 
stairs,  &  Rams-  V 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  > 

Newhaven   

Shoreham     and  f 
South  wick  / 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island)" 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 
n.l9 
p.m. 
11.56 

a.m. 

p.m. 
0.32 

am. 
1  7 
p  m. 
1.41 

a.m. 
2.13 
p  m. 
2.44 

a.m. 
3.14 
p.m. 
3.41 

a.m. 
4.  6 
pm. 
4.31 

a.m. 

4.66 
p.m. 
6.20 

3.45 
4.18 

4,52 
5.26 

6.  1 

6.36 

7.  9 
7. 38 

8.  6 
8.33 

9.  0 
9.27 

9.63 
10  18 

4.13 

4.50 

5.29 
6.  8 

6.46 
7.22 

7.66 
8.27 

8  65 
9.22 

9.52 
10.17 

10.42 
11,  3 

5.  2 
6.39 

6.18 
6  67 

7.35 
8.11 

8.45 
9.16 

9.44 
10.11 

10.37 
11.  2 

11.27 
11.62 

6.26 
7.  2 

7.42 
8.19 

8.55 
9.30 

10.  4 

10.36 

11.  5 
11.33 

11..59 

0.25 
0.6U 

7.23 
8.  0 

8.38 
9.16 

9.54 
10.30 

11.  3 
11.32 

11.59 

0.25 
0.61 

1.17 
1,42 

6.19 

6.55 

7.34 
8.13 

8.51 
9.28 

10.  2 
10.33 

11.  1 

11.27 

11.52 

0.16 
0.40 

5.3!) 
6.13 

6  ."iO 
7.29 

8.  7 
8.42 

9.14 
9.44 

10.12 

10.40 

11.  8 
11.36 

0.  3 

5.19 
6.63 

6.30 
7.  9 

7.47 
8.22 

8.64 
9.24 

9  52 
10.20 

10.48 
11.16 

11.43 

5.47 
6.21 

6.58 
7.37 

8.16 

8.60 

9.22 
9.62 

10j20 
10.48 

11.16 
11.44 

o.n 

5.58 
6.38 

7.21 
8.  2 

8.39 
9.10 

9  39 
10.  7 

10  33 

10.58 

11.24 
11.48 

0.12 

6.  4 

6  38 

7.15 
7.54 

8.32 
9.  7 

9.39 
10.  9 

10.37 
11.  5 

U.33 

0.  1 
0.28 

6.14 

6.50 

7.28 
8.  8 

8.47 
9.22 

9.65 
10  25 

10  52 
11.18 

1L44 

0.10 
0.35 

0.  4 
0  40 

1  18 
1.67 

2.36 
3.14 

3.49 
4.22 

4.52 
5.21 

5  49 
6.16 

6.42 
7.  6 

STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  Telegeaph.— Friday,  Jan.  6,  9.40  a.m. 
Deal.— Smooth;  S.E. 
Dover. — Smooth;  S.E. 
Eamsgate. — Smooth;  S.E. 
Margate. — Smooth;  S.E. 
Hastings. — Smooth;  N.E. 


Deal  (The  Pier). — The  first  fish  caught  upon  the  pier 
this  year  was  a  plump  little  61b.  ood,  taken  by  Mr.  Chap- 
man at  12.30  on  Sunday  morning.  Mr.  Lowe  had  hooked 
and  landed  one  of  81b.  on  Saturday  evening.  Visiting 
anglers  on  Sunday  comprised  Messrs.  Minchin,  Gareau, 
Upton,  Carter,  A.  B.  Smyth,  Jno.  Smyth,  and  Jno. 
Astley.  Most  of  these  gentlemen  realised  capital  sport, 
the  best  bag  made  being  fifty-seven  whiting,  most  of 
them  of  large  size.  The  weather  on  Monday  was  not 
conducive  to  good  fishing,  and  the  major  portion  of  the 
day's  catch  consisted  of  very  large  poutings.  Mr.  Chap- 
man had  a  4^1b.  cod,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  a  heavy  bag  of 
pouting.  Rev.  R.  Culley  and  Mr.  Andrews  put  in  an 
appearance  on  this  day,  but  were  not  very  suc- 
cessful. The  pier  patrons  on  Tuesday  included  Messrs. 
Tavener,  Camps,  Russell,  Zaehnsdorf,  jun..  Lever,  and 
Chapman.  The  day's  catch  was  not  at  all  bad,  though 
the  whiting  ran  rather  small.  Mr.  Tavener  had  a  71b. 
cod ;  and  Mr.  Chapman  two,  of  5Jlb.  and  4Jlb. 
respectively.  The  fishing  deck  was  fairly  crowded  on 
Wednesday,  the  weather  being  bright  and  mild ;  but  the 
fish  did  not  feed  well,  and  poor  results  were  obtained. 
Mr.  Williams  had  an  81b.  cod,  and  Mr,  Lancaster  one  of 
61b. ;  but  the  total  day's  catch  fell  much  below  the 
average. — J.  Richardson  (B.8.A.S.). 

Deal. — The  very  stormy  weather  of  late  had  nearly  put 
a  stop  to  boat  aneling,  and  made  the  water  very  thick. 
However,  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  delightful,  and 
fine  light  air,  westerly,  water  smooth,  and  local  fishermen 
Ijrirjging  in  grand  takes  of  cod,  codling,  and  very  fine 
whiting.  One  local  fisherman  landed  as  many  as  fifty  ood 
and  codling  and  some  whiting ;  another  fisherman  landed 
thirty  cod  and  codling  and  two  score  and  a  half  of 
whiting.  If  weather  keeps  moderate,  in  all  probability 
there  will  be  sport. — Edward  Hanger  (Agent,  B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Angling  has  not  been  resumed  in  the  bay, 
owing  to  rough  seas.  The  gales  have  passed  away,  after 
continuing  for  many  days. 

Plymouth. — We  have  bad  some  very  rough  weather 
during  the  week,  and  the  fishermen  have  had  a  poor  time 
of  it,  and  very  little  fish  has  been  taken  at  any  time.  Some 
fine  grey  mullet  have,  however,  been  taken  from  the  piers, 
and  some  very  large  blain  in  the  pit  near  Drake's  Island. 
The  bass  have  not  been  so  plentiful.  We  generally  expect 
in  this  month  the  whiting  to  be  in  their  prime,  and  they 
are  very  plentiful  along  the  coast.  They  are  not  caught  so 
much  by  the  hook  and  line  boats  as  they  are  by  the 
trawlers,  because  the  latter  can  get  further  out  to  sea. 
We  usually  get,  in  this  month  and  in  next,  fair  c  itches  of 
ling.  They  are  in  good  condition  previous  to  their  spawn- 
ing, which  they  do  early  in  the  spring.  The  list  of  edible 
&Bh  for  January  are  as  follows  :  Atherine  (smelt),  tub, 
piper,  red  gurnard,  mackerel,  dory,  ekate,  sharp-nosed  ray, 
flomelin  ray,  sprat,  anchovy,  eel,  ling,  cod,  whiting. 


haddock,  pouting,  coal  fish,  and  all  shell  fish.— Whliam 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — No  anglers  have  been  out  since  last  report 
owing  to  a  heavy  ground  swell. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — No  sea  angling  doing  at  the  Waterville 
side  of  the  bay,  the  weather  being  still  wild.  In  sheltered 
windings  of  the  shore,  howeveir,  fair  sport  is  bsing  had  at 
various  fish  on  the  Ballinskelligs  sid?. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^ixtuxes. 

•January  8.   

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match  at  Datchet. 
Blaokfriars:  Outing  to  Bures. 
Brothers  Well  Met :  Match  on  East  Coast. 
Camden :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
Dibdin  :  Outing  to  Slough. 
Drayton  Park :  Outing. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Outing  at  Rye  House. 
Izaak  Walton :  Prize  outing. 
Original  Alexandra:  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
St.  Alban's  :  Match  on  tbe  Arun. 
Wellington  :  Competition  at  Datchet. 
White  Hart :  Match  at  Ware. 
Jannary  9. 
Camden :  Visit. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Paper  by  Dr.  Patterson. 

Qiieen's  Piscatorials  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Outiug  to  Wejbridge. 
January  11. 

Holloway  :  Reading  by  Mr.  Stevens. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Open  competition. 
January  12. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  (Windsor  Competition) : 
Distribution  of  prizes. 
January  13. 

Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers :  Pike  competition  at 
Marlow. 


Jan.  15. — 

„  15. 

„  15.- 

„  15. 

,,  15. 

„  15. 

„  15.. 

,,  15. 

„  16. 

„  16. 

.,  16.- 

„  17. 

17.- 

„  23.. 


„  25. 
„  30. 
Feb.  5.— 

„  12.. 


-Amicable  Waltonians  ;  Outing  to  Amberley. 
-Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Cookham. 
-Battersea  Piscatorials :  Match  at  Wraysbury. 
-Clapham  Junction :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
-Glapham  Strollers :  Match. 
-North-East  Brothers :  Outing. 
-Holloway  :  Reading  by  Mr.  Stevens. 
-Prince  of  Wales  :  Outing  Bourne  End. 
-North-East  Brothers :  Concsrt. 
-PiEcitorial  Society  :  Annual  meeting. 
-Prince  of  Wales  :  Visit. 
-North  London :  Visit. 
-Stockwell :  Supper. 

-Crown  and  Buckland :    Rivers  Preservation 

concert. 
-West  Green  :  Supper. 
-Piscatorial  Society  :  Smoking  concert. 
-Islington  Brothers :  Match  at  Cookham. 
-Mildmay :  Annual  dinner. 
-St.  Ives  (Hunts) :  Annual  match. 
-Seymour  Brothers  ;  Match  at  Goring. 


3^epoi;ts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Report!;  mn)it 
reach  vs  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  On  Thursday 

Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association, — The  next  finance  committee 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  9,  at  7.30, 
and  the  general  committee  at  8.30.— K.  Ghukney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — The  next  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Jan.  13, 
at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association,  (Western  District) 
Visiting  List. — The  next  visit  will  take  place  on  Jan.  16, 
at  the  Prince  of  Wales  A.S.,  held  at  the  Windsor  Castle, 
Church-street,  Edgware-road,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  angling  friends. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— The  distribution 
of  prizes  won  at  Windsor  on  Nov.  27  takes  place  on 
Jan.  12,  at  8.30  p.m.  sharp,  at  the  Queen's  Arms,  1a. 
Chapel-street,  one  minute's  walk  from  Edgware-road 
Metropolitan  Railway  Station.  I  must  also  remind  all 
competitors  who  have  prizes  to  take  to  show  their 
privilege  tickets ;  also  to  the  unattached  who  have  not 
sent  me  their  correct  names  and  addresses,  number  of 
ticket,  and  weight  of  their  respective  takes  ©f  fish,  to  do  so 
at  once,  to  save  delay.  Several  have  complied  with  my 
notice  in  previous  issues  of  the  Fishing^  Gazette,  and 
several  have  not.  After  this  notice  it  will  not  be  my 
fault  should  there  be  any  delay  in  the  prizes  which  they 
have  to  take  not  being  handed  over.  All  outstanding 
cash  for  tickets  not  paid  in  by  Monday  will  also  cause 
delay  if  any  of  same  have  prizes  to  take.  —  Ben 
Abrahams. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Frampton 
Arms,  Wells-street,  Hackney. — On  Jan.  1  members  met 
with  poor  sport.  Mr.  C.  Osborne  weighed-in  roach,  dace, 
and  chub ;  and  Mr.  A.  Carey,  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  A. 
Smith  had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Chairman  for  this 
month,  Mr.  Inkesole  ;  scalesmau,  Mr.  J.  Allwright.  Will 
members  come  up  next  week,  as  there  is  an  important 
question  to  bring  forward  as  regards  time  of  going  away 
on  Saturday. 
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Allason  United  Brothers'  Auglinfr  Society' 

Dake  of  Susspx,  Uxbridge-etreet,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Jan.  I,  Mr.  E. 
Jackson  in  the  chair.  The  report  of  our  auditors  was 
accepted,  and  our  club  is  in  a  good  position.  The  new 
yearage  cards,  1898-99,  are  ready  for  issuing,  and  the 
secretiry  hopes  every  member  will  introduce  a  good  lot  of 
worker.!. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angliuif  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth Place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  Jan.  1  several 
members  were  out,  the  following  being  successful:  Messrs. 
Drew,  jack,  roach,  and  dace  (71b.  13|oz.) ;  Montgomery, 
roach  ;  and  Utting,  roach. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society.  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — On  Jan.  1 
Messrs.  Shurry,  Munn,  sen.,  Lambarth,  and  Hutchings 
had  roach.  The  next  outing  will  be  to  Amberley,  on 
Jan.  15. — Bek.  Abrahams. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — We  fish  our  match  for  the 
January  prizes  at  Datchet  on  Jan.  8,  when  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster.  Return  from  Datchet  by  the  5.5  p.m. 
train.— F.  W.  Martin. 

Sattexsea  Friendly  Angllnflr  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — Our  next  match 
will  take  place  on  Jan.  15,  between  the  lock  (cutting 
included)  and  Bourne  End  Eailway  Bridge  ;  jack  barred. 
Members  to  go  down  on  the  morning  by  8.40  train  from 
Paddington  (saloon  on).  Mr.  H.  V.  Wilson  was  elected 
a  working  member.  Ten  shillings  was  voted  to  Rivers 
Ee-stockiiig  Fund.— A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Fiscatorials,  Winstanley  _  Arms,  Win- 
gtanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  Since  my  last 
report  few  of  our  members  have  been  out,  but  returned 
with  poor  sport.  We  fish  a  match  at  Wraysbury  on  the 
loth  for  a  series  of  prizes  ;  to  go  by  the  8.27  a.m.  and 
return  by  the  5.10  p.m. ;  kits  to  be  examined  at  the  Green 
Man.  Will  members  note  that  next  week  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  the  books  ought  to  be  cleared. — T. 
Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.  —  The  members  of  the 
above  will  fish  a  competition  for  their  January  series  of 
prizes  on  Jan.  15,  at  Henley-on-Thames,  it  being  optional 
for  members  to  leave  London  on  Saturday_  night.  Mr.  J. 
Hobbs  was  the  ouly  member  to  weigh-in  on  the  Ist, 
saving  the  club  from  a  blank  with  51b.  of  roach. — Alf 
Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society.  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Several  members  out  on  Jan.  1 
with  very  poor  results.  Mr.  G.  Howard,  roach  and  dace 
(largest  dace,  12oz.) ;  Mr.  Kobell,  jack.  We  have 
arranged  to  fish  our  January  prize  list  at  Bures,  on 
Jan.  8;  roving;  to  start  by  9  a.m.  Liverpool-street.  I 
was  rather  surprised  at  not  hearing  or  seeing  any  gentle- 
men in  answer  to  my  inquiries,  through  Fishinr/  Gazette, 
concerning  the  tench  taken  at  Hampton  Court.  If  any 
brother  angler  knows  that  tbij  fish  was  not  caught  by 
rod  and  line,  why  not  come  up  and  let  the  Blackfriars 
member  defend  himself  ?— J.  Wheelhocse. 

BloomsbTiry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Jan.  1  Mr. 
C.  Davis  weighed-in  roach,  3Ib.  2oz.  On  Jan.  4  Mr. 
F.  S.  Pavett  weighed-in  roach.  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  11, 
will  be  quarter  night,  when  all  members  are  requested  to 
attend. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  YI.,  King  Edwajd-street,  Liverpool-road,  N. — 
On  Jan.  1  Messrs.  A.  Field,  41b.  IJoz.  of  roach ;  H. 
Edale,  roach,  largest,  lib.  7ioz.  On  Jan.  8  we  fish  a 
match  on  the  East  Coast.— Ht.  Tame. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothera'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — Our  Christmas  prize  distribution  was  a 
grand  success,  forty-four  prize  5  bein?  weighed  out  on 
Dec.  2-3.  Some  very  good  talent  was  present,  and  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  spent.  I  wish  to  return  thanks  to 
Messrs.  JJadburn,  J.  Ince,  G.  Kimberley,  G.  Boddy,  C. 
Drawbridge,  and  many  others  for  their  services.  On 
Jan.  1,  Messrs.  K.  Hnbtard  and  C.  Hazard  with  jack,  and 
J.  Baines  with  roach,  started  the  new  year  well.  I  beg  to 
remind  members  that  last  Tuesday,  Jan.  3,  was  quarterly 
night,  when  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  members, 
and  hope  to  see  a  full  muster  next  week  to  discuss  a  prize 
outing.— P.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street.  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  have  a 
match  at  Bourne  End  on  Jan.  8  for  jack  (one  rod  only). 
We  have  our  return  visit  on  the  C.D.V.  List  on  Jan.  9, 
when  brother  anglers  and  friends  will  be  welcome. — E. 

BOXALL. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society.  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  Our  next 
day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Jan.  15,  at  Wraysbury, 
for  six  prizes  ;  boundary  from  Old  Bell  Weir  Lock  to 
Albert  Bridge  (tow-path  only) ;  all  to  start  by  signal ; 
train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.27,  return  by  the  8.55  ; 
all  members  to  cease  fishing  by  five  o'clock.  Any  member 
losing  the  first  train  and  coming  by  the  second,  will  be 
eligible  to  fish  in  same  on  reporting  himself  to  one  of  the 
committee —G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common.  S.W. — (Jnr  next  match  takes 
place  on  Jan.  15.  Will  members  please  attend  on 
Tuesday  next  to  arrange  place  and  ccnditions  for  the 
same. — T.  Pahmore, 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Camden 
A.S.  at  their  new  qnartflra.  The  Locomotive,  James-street, 
Camden  Town,  on  Moi'liy,  Jan.  9.  They  are  one  of  our 
beat  visiting  clubs,  and  will  be  well  supported. — F. 
CASTsr.r.. 
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Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Jan.  8  a  roving 
competition  takes  place,  and  J  should  like  to  see  a  good 
show  up  in  the  evening.  On  Tuesday  next  a  special  meet- 
ing, when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend  punctual  at 
8.30.— T.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W. — On 
Dec  20  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  J.  Barnfather, 
E.  Baxter,  T.  Twyman,  and  A.  Howland.  A.  Rowland 
won  the  Boxing  Day  prize  for  the  largest  roach  (weight, 
lib.  7|  iz.).  On  Jan.  1  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
B.  Baxter,  A.  Howland,  J.  Barnfather,  T.  Twyman.  I 
hope  members  will  attend  next  Tuesday,  as  last  Tuesday 
was  quarterly  night.— T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Uoolety.  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.  S.B.  — The  following 
weighed-in  during  the  week  :  Messrs.  Jarrett,  Turner, 
Ball,  and  Parnwell,  some  nice  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Thames ;  also  Mr.  Boyd,  perch  and  roach.  Mr.  Green 
was  elected  auditor.  Mr.  Jarratt  retains  his  office  as 
chairman;  Mr.  Downs  elected  for  the  vice-chair. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  at  the  clubhouse  on 
Wednesday  next,  so  that  they  may  be  made  clear  on  the 
books.— G.  Ford. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Society. 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  E.C.— On  Jan.  1 
H.  Haines  and  W.  Long  showed  roach.  At  our  last 
meeting  Mr.  Alf  France  and  Mr.  F.  France  were  elected 
working  members.  A  general  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  when  I  hope  that  all  members  will 
attend  at  nine  o'clock  sharp.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— Since  my  last  report  there 
has  been  nothing  doing.  On  Tuesday,  Jan.  3,  in  conse- 
quence of  60  small  an  attendance  there  was  no  business 
done.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  the  10th,  to 
elec  t  an  auditor  and  decide  where  the  prizes  in  hand  shall 
be  competed  for. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — At  our  annuil  general  meeting  there  was 
a  poor  attendance.  Time  for  outing  on  Jan.  8  was  settled 
for  nine  o'clock  train  from  Paddington  for  Slough,  to  fish 
Slough  Canal.  Mr.  W.  Elton  was  elected  chairman  ;  Mr. 
J.  Edwards,  secretary ;  and  Messrs.  A.  Edwards  and 
A.  M.  Ansell,  jun.,  as  the  delegates  to  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion. A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  retiring 
secretary  and  chairman,  H.  Brock  and  J.  Edwards.  Our 
host,  Mr.  Dewdny,  after  receiving  nine  months'  Gazette 
money  due  to  him,  returned  the  same  to  the  fund  of  the 
club.  This  piece  of  good  fellowship  was  received  amid 
acclamations.  Next  Monday  we  visit  the  Camden. — 
Johnny  Edwards. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N.— Outing  on  the  8th.— Greg. 

Bnterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.  —  On  Dec.  18  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Crump,  Renshaw,  Pheasey,  Balam, 
Hoadley,  and  Wells.  On  Dec.  21  we  distributed  our 
Christmas  prizes.  Messrs.  Crump,  Wells,  Pheasey,  Ren- 
shaw, Hoadley,  Horne,  Balam,  and  Biggs  were  amongst 
the  prize  winners.  Chairman  and  vice-chairman's  healths 
were  enthusiastically  drunk.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was 
passed  with  harmony.  On  Jan.  1  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  Crump,  Pheasey,  Horne  ;  Mr.  Crump  coming 
in  for  the  fortnightly,  transferred  from  Christmas  Day. 

Pirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth. — On  Jan.  1,  considering  the 
wretched  weather,  we  had  good  sport,  some  very  fine 
roach  and  dace  being  weighed-in.  We  take  our  return 
visit  on  the  South  L.U.Y.  List  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  10, 
when  I  hope  to  see  all  old  friends.  Mr.  George  George, 
of  the  St.  Thomas'  Angling  Society,  has  kindly  consented 
to  take  the  chair.— T.  Rosseb. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — Our  annual  general  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  12,  and  all  members 
are  particularly  requested  to  attend.  Election  of  officers 
and  alterations  of  rules  will  necessitate  a  full  attendance 
of  members. — J.  Dryden. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — Several  of  our  members 
went  out  on  Jan.  1,  but  did  not  have  much  sport,  only  a 
few  roach  being  the  result  of  the  day. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Grown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — Messrs.  Smith  had  a 
show  of  roach  and  bream ;  and  Jeffries,  roach.  Will 
members  please  attend  next  Wednesday,  as  it  will  be 
quarterly  night  ?  Mr.  Wood  has  been  elected  a  working 
member.— C.  Smith. 

Hatcham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — The_  balance-sheet 
of  the  Christmas  prizes  given  by  the  following  gentlemen 
were  taken  in  the  order  as  under  :  Sucking  pig  (gift  of 
Mr.  A.  Mead),  taken  by  Brother  Thurston,  from  Selham, 
by  a  handsome  jack ;  a  goose  (gift  of  our  worthy  chair- 
man, Mr.  Furnivall),  taken  by  Brother  Winter,  also  from 
Selham,  with  nice  show  of  dace  ;  lastly,  201b.  of  beef,  full 
weight  and  over  (the  kind  gift  of  Mr.  Levein,  of  the 
Central  Association),  taken  by  Brother  Woodhouse,  from 
the  club's  private  water,  with  three  roach,  weighing  over 
21b.  lie  Brother  Shorey's  benefit,  the  secretary  begs  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  additional  contributions  from  the 
Ormonde  A.S.  (through  Mr.  Holbrow)  and  the  Greenwich 
A.S.,  and  also  Mr.  Bird,  which  formed  a  seasonable 
Christmas  present.  Wishing  the  editor  and  all  angling 
friends  a  Happy  New  Year  and  tight  lines. — W.  Tarry. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  N. — We  had  an  important  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  when  a  new  rule  (proposed  by  Mr.  J.  B. 
Close)  was  adopted.  It  was  also  decided  that  trout  caught 
dapping  with  natural  fly  should  not  rank  with  trout 
caught  on  the  artificial  fly.  The  Rivers  Re-stocking  and 
Preservation  Fund  was  again  under  consideration,  and  the 


meeting  saw  no  reason  to  depart  from  their  last  year's 
decision:  "That  thongh  thoroughly  agreeing  with  the 
object  aimed  at,  have,  after  taking  into  contideration  the 
apathy  of  the  majority  of  Loudon  clubs,  the  K'^ater 
number  of  which  send  nothing,  decided  not  tosuVjsciiVje  Vj 
the  fund  again  until  the  London  angling  clubs  made  a 
general  effort  towards  Eupporting  the  sime."  The  hon. 
treasurer  announced  that  he  had  received  the  fcum  of 
£2  .")3.  for  the  netting  Fund  of  the  Anglers'  Association. 
Soue  capital  fish  have  lately  b»en  recorded:  Messrs. 
Shaw,  eleven  roach,  two  dace,  91b.  ;  G.  and  J.  Parsons, 
dace  up  to  8|oz. ;  G.  West,  two  roach  (selected),  lib.  Vi'iox. 
and  lib.  8Joz. ;  E.  Wymer,  ten  roach,  121b.  Sioz.  (largest 
lib.  12oz.  and  lib.  lOoz.),  and  a  c'aub  3Ib.  9J'3Z.  ;  W.  D. 
Hal!,  eighteen  roach,  181b.  3oz,  (largest  lib.  l.Ojoz.  and 
lib.  8Joz.) ;  Burton,  two  roach  from  Ivel,  lib.  'ii'.z.  and 
lib.  2|oz.  Sea  fishing  has  also  been  practised,  Mr. 
Salmond  heading  the  list  with  a  cod  of  161b —E.  W. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society,  Uolloway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. — At  our  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Dec.  4  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Clayton  reported 
having  been  out  during  the  holidays,  the  former  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Thames  and  the  latter  in  Bedford- 
shire, but  sport  was  rather  poor.  Mr.  Stevens  had 
several  good  roach  and  perch.  Mr.  Caine?  will  givn  a 
reading  on  Jan.  11  entitled  "  Pike  Fishing  Fancies." — A. 
Clayton. 

Hozton  Brothera  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  —  On  Jan.  1  Messrs.  F. 
Newton  weighed-in  roach  ;  G.  Nicholls,  roach ;  J.  Wilt- 
shire, roach  ;  and  H.  Bailey,  jack.  Members  please  note 
that  we  fish  for  special  prizes  at  Rye  HouEe  on  Jan.  8 ; 
leave  London  by  9.8  train. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — During  the  holidays  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Searl  and  J.  H.  Herbert, 
roach.  Others  were  out,  but  bad  poor  sport.  On  Jan.  1 
Mr.  Burwash  had  roach  from  the  Thames.  We  fish  a 
roving  match  at  Cookham  on  Feb.  5  for  several  prizes. — 
J.  H.  Herbert. 

Xzaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — We  compete 
for  three  specials  on  Jan.  8  on  any  part  of  the  Lea  or 
Thames  (private  waters  barred).  There  are  also  three 
specials  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday  next,  11th  inst., 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred). — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville. — On  Jan.  1  a  few  members 
were  out  :  Mr.  Johnson,  a  nice  show  of  roach  (51b.  9ioz.) ; 
Messrs.  Bowley,  White,  and  Cook  also  showing  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  W.  Watling  and  Mr.  Baker  weighed-in  a  few 
roach  during  the  holidays.  A  special  meeting  is  called 
for  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  11,  to  arrange  special  prize 
outing.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  this  occasion. — 
W.  Watling. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — The  rough,  wet  weather  has  quite  put  a 
stop  to  angling,  as  rivers  are  in  flood ;  and  really  the 
wiuds  have  been  strong  enough  to  blow  a  fisherman  into 
the  water.  Our  quarterly  meeting  is  Jan.  12,  when  all 
subscriptions  are  due  in  advance.  We  had  a  good  meeting 
last  week,  Dec.  29,  and  several  prizes  were  put  down  for 
the  competition  on  19th.  We  intend  to  do  a  lot  of  fishing 
in  1899.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Ualdon  and  Eeybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Esses. — Although  the  water 
has  been  of  a  good  colour  during  the  past  few  days,  sport 
has  not  been  really  good.  Mr.  W.  Wyatt  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  pike  fishing  on  Dec.  30,  secured  three  fish  telling 
over  151b.  (the  best  fish  weighed  8jlb.) ;  Mr.  Turner,  of 
the  Caledonians,  had  some  good  sport  with  roach  in  the 
Langford  waters  on  Dec.  30,  several  scaling  over  lib.  each. 
He  also  had  some  good  roach  on  Dec.  3,  seventeen  fish 
scaling  141b.,  two  fish  lib.  6oz.  each,  and  four  over  lib. 
each.  Mr.  Ben  Lees  (of  the  Brunswick  A.S.)  has  kindly 
given  a  silver  plated  cup  to  the  M.  and  H.  A.S.  for  cDmpe- 
tition  amongst  the  members.  The  cup  is  to  be  fished  for 
on  four  consecutive  Saturdays,  from  2  p.m  to  5  p.m.,  peg- 
down  match,  and  for  roach  and  dace  only,  the  member 
taking  the  heaviest  gross  weight  during  the  month  wins 
the  cup.  There  were  several  anglers  here  on  Jan.  1,  and 
sport  was  only  moderate.  The  time  of  high  water  at 
Beeleigh  for  Jan.  8  is  at  8.32  a.m.,  only  suicable  for  those 
who  come  Saturday  night.  We  have  a  good  number  of 
day  tickets  at  Is.  each  to  fish  the  Langford  waters,  and 
anglers  cannot  do  better  for  specimen  roach  than  fish 
these  waters. — F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N. — The  half-yearly  meeting  of  this  society 
was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  Jan.  3,  and,  although  the 
attendance  was  somewhat  smaller  than  usual,  the 
enthusiasm  of  those  present  fully  atoned  for  the  short- 
comings of  the  absent  ones.  After  the  ordinary  business 
had  been  disposed  of  the  election  of  officers  took  place. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Straohan  was  unanimously  elected  president. 
A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Harold 
W.  Lane  (the  retiring  president)  for  the  valuable  assistance 
he  has  given  the  club  during  his  year  of  office.  The 
election  of  delegates,  auditors,  and  the  re-election  of 
treasurer  and  secretary  followed.  Several  prizes  were 
offered  during  the  evening  for  specimen  fish,  and  it  was 
suggested  that  the  club  should  offer  a  challenge  cup  for 
competition.  This  matter  was,  however,  left  over  for 
future  discussion.  Our  annual  dinner  has  been  fi^ed  for 
Tuesday,  Feb.  7.— A.  E.  Hendon. 

North-Bast  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — Our  diatribution  of  Christmas 
prizes  took  place  on  Dec.  24.  The  following  were  winners 
in  rotation  :  Messrs.  E.  Lamb,  W.  Smith,  Richards,  jun., 
Daycock,  Barrett,  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  W.  Moore,  T.  Elam, 
Thome,  Auvache,  Carter,  Hart, and  Richards,  sen.  Jan.  15 
outing;  Jan.  l<i,  concert. — A.  Lewis, 
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North  Iiondou  Ang-ling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.— On  Jan.  1  Mr.  Pink  was  the  only  mem- 
ber to  weigh-in,  he  having  a  decent  show  of  roach  and 
bream  from  the  Lea.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  Central 
List  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  17,  when  I 
hope  to  Bee  a  good  muster.    A  good  evening's  entertain- 
ment will  be  provided. — H.  Stretch. 
Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Tho  Lamb, 
■  Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
•  On  Jan.  8  we  fish  for  the  prizes  left  on  hand  in  the  Lea. 
.  Boundary  from  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  to  Hardmead  Lock. 
Pish  to  be  shown  at  the  Railway  Hotel  at  5  30.  — E. 
Brockett. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  Jan.  1  Mr.  Austin  a  show  of  roach 
from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Hart's  iick  prize  has  been  won  by 
Mr.  E.  C.  Sherlock,— R.  C,  ' 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.— Sport  during  the 
holidays  has  only  been  moderate,  Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr. 
Robins  being  to  the  fore.  Our  quarterly  night,  on  the 
2nd,  was  not  quite  so  well  attended  as  expected,  owing  no 
doubt  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  We  take  a 
return  visit  on  the  A.A.  list  on  Jan.  16;  we  also  fish 
for  a  series  of  prizes,  given  by  our  host,  at  Bourne  End, 
on  Jan.  15.— W.  B. 

Queen's  Piscatorialp,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-rcad,  N.W,— On  Jan.  1  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  C.  Brett,  G.  Reeve,  W.  Shepherd, 

C.  Strayton,  J,  Gillson,  and  J.  Winsby.  At  our  weekly 
meeting  on  the  .3rd  inst.  we  were  at  last  able  to  transact 
a  little  businf  83,  W.  Shepherd  being  re-elected  sub-secre- 
tary, E.  Malton  presiding  for  another  quarter  in  the 
chair,  and  Keene  and  Brett  being  delegates  as  before.— 
Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  W.— On  Jan.  1  only  one  member 
returned  with  fish,  viz.,  Mr.  Bardot,  who,  not  only  showed 
a  nice  tray  of  fish,  but  had  the  satisfaction  of  saving  the 
club  from  a  blank.  Last  meeting  night  we  were  well 
attended. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington  Cross.— We  fish  a  match  on  Jan.  8  at 
Pulboro'.  Members  can  leave  by  first  or  second  train; 
all  to  return  by  5.55  train.  We  have  no  fish  to  report  on 
Jan,  1,  although  several  were  out.  Quarterly  night 
Jan.  11. — H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-etreet-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  had  a  grand  show  of 
roach,  dace,  and  perch  on  Jan.  1,  taken  by  Messrs.  Heath, 
Musgrave,  J.  Johnson,  Hardy,  and  Podger.  Other 
members  were  out,  but  drew  blanks.  The  conditions  of 
the  January  match  cin  be  seen  at  the  clubhouse.— F. 
Thorling. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Jan.  1 
the  following  weighed-in  ;  Messrs.  W.  North,  roach, 
2lb,  looz.,  one  tench,  21b.  lOoz.  ;  and  S.  King,  roach  and 
dac9,  21b.  Our  next  outing  will  be  to  Goring,  on  Feb.  12, 
One  rod  only  ;  bank  only. — W.  Aldis. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — On  Jan.  1  the  following  weighed-in: 
Messrs.  G.  Chamberlain,  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  perch  ; 
L.  Ehern,  roach;  J.  Shum,  roach;  and  A.  Shum,  roach 
and  dace. — C.  Tatnall. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stockwell,  S.W, — Since  my  last  report  a  few  of  our 
members  have  been  out,  with  poor  results,  owing  to  the 
condition  of  the  river.  The  date  of  our  supper  has  been 
fixed  for  Jan,  17,  at  9  p.m.  Tickets  23.  each,  to  be 
obtained  at  the  clubhouse  and  of — Thos,  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— Since  my  last  report 
the  following  members  have  weighed-in  fish :  Messrs.  P. 
Bates,  a  brace  of  jack ;  J.  Race,  roach  ;  T.  Sandilands, 
roach ;  and  J.  Grande,  a  good  show  of  dace  and  roach. — 
G.  F,  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — During  the  past  week 
several  members  have  been  out,  but  only  one  weighed-in, 
Mr.  Holt,  with  roach.  Mr.  C.  Brace  had  a  nice  show  of 
reach,  but  did  not  weigh-in.— C.  E.  Lock. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.  —  Although  Wednesday 
last  was  quarterly  night,  we  were  poorly  attended.  Mr, 
J,  Brixey  was  re-elected  chairman,  and  Mr.  Baker 
assistant  secretary.  On  Jan.  1  Mr.  J.  Brixey  weighed-in 
perch,  largest  lib.  8oz.— C.  Wake. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HiUingdon-street,  S.E.— We  fish  for  three  prizes  on 
Jan.  8,  at  Datchet,  from  the  bridge  to  the  lock,  both  sides 
of  the  cutting.  Fish  to  be  shown  at  the  bridge  at  four 
o'clock  p.m.  Messrs,  Jenkins,  Gordon,  Papworth,  and 
Willett  weighed-in  during  the  week.— F.  Westoby. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road.— We  have  a  tripe  supper  at  head- 
quarters on  Wednesday,  Jan.  25,  at  8.30  p.m. ;  tickets 
Is.  6d.  _  All  members  are  requested  to  attend.  Mr.  Ander- 
son weighed-in  two  jack  (largest  4Ib.),  three  perch  (largest 
lib.  6oz.),  ten  roach  and  dace  (largest  13oz.) ;  Mr.  Teeare, 
one  jack,  21b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Quartly,  one  jack,  lib.  lljoz.— 
A.  G.  Hill. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  Volunteer, 
Chesnut-road,  Tottenham,  N.— On  Dec.  21  we  distributed 
our  Christmas  prizen,  the  following  being  the  winners,  in 
rotation  :  Mestrs.  H.  Walton,  T.  Dnntoid,  W.  Butler, 

D.  Knight,  W,  Bragg,  Siefried,  A,  Langton.  S. 
Claridge,  W.  Bastock.  The  same  day  I  had  3Jlb,  of 
roach,  and  on  Dec.  28  1  had  rcaeh  and  bream.   On  Jan.  1 

,  D.  Knight,  jack ;  H.  Walton,  bream.  We  fish  a  pegged- 
down  match  at  Ware  on  .Ian.  8— boundary  from  the 
Brickfield  Cottages  to  the  Engine  House— for  Mr. 
Croxson's  prize ;  all  fish. 


Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra  -  road, 
Wimbledon.— At  Tuesday's  meeting  the  following  reports 
were  received:  Mr.  C.  Floris,  a  pike  of  81b.  from  the 
Thames;  Mr,  J,  Furmage,  chub  and  roach  from  the 
Thames  ;  Mr.  H.  Golding,  perch  from  club  water ;  and 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  chub  and  roach  from  the  Colne.  An 
outing  takes  place  on  the  8th  inst.  to  Weybridge.  Train, 
prizes,  and  conditions  as  usual.  The  match  on  the  day 
after  Boxing  Dry  was  an  absolute  blank,  no  competitor 
getting  a  single  fish.— Hon.  Sec. 


A  PAPER  entitled  "  Plat  Fish  "  will  be  read  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  9,  by 
Dr.  C.  8.  Patterson.  Chair  taken  punctually  at  8  30.  I 
hear  that  the  genial  doctor  \\ill  lecture  before  the 
members  of  the  Camera  Club  on  Thursday  evening, 
Jan.  12,  on  "  The  Photography  of  Sea  Angling." 


A  BROTHEE  Greshamite  (Mr.  E.  J.  Chambers)  writes  : 
"  Chertsey  fishing  is  looking  up  a  bit.  Pishing  from  the 
bank  (Thames)  on  Saturday  last  my  best  pike  weighed 
61b.  12oz.  On  Jan.  1  my  best  pike  weighed  91b.  12oz. 
Hackett  knows  of  many  good  fish  here,  I  accepted  his 
advice  where  to  go  on  the  above  occasions," 


"To  the  already  long  list  of  attractions  arranged  for  the 
holidays  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  the  addition  will  be  made 
of  a  very  talented  Spanish  singer  and  dancer.  With 
the  exception  that  the  performances  will  commence  at 
10, .30  instead  of  10  a.m.,  and  the  world's  great  show  at 
2.10  and  7.10  p.m.  daily,  the  Christmas  programme  will 
continue  in  its  entirety.  Great  preparations  are  being 
made  for  the  seventh  annual  yachting  exhibition,  which 
will  open  on  the  Ist  prcx. 


OUR  P.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  31  (New  Series). 


Mr.  a.  E.  HOBBS 

Is  the  hon,  secretary  of  the  Henley  and  District  Fiiheries 
Preservation  Society,  and  is  doing  excellent  work  on  behalf 
of  the  Thames  in  that  section  of  the  river.  He  is  a  hard 
worker,  being  full  of  energy,  and  is  very  courteous  to  all 
anglers  whom  he  meets  when  pursuing  his  sport.  He  is  an 
angler  of  no  mean  qualities,  having  taken  over  seventy- 
three  Thames  trout,  a  Thames  pike  of  ll|lb.,  and  a  very 
large  number  of  specimen  barbel.  His  best  day's  take  was 
between  801b,  and  901b.  He  took  over  the  duties  cf  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  aforesaid  association  from  Mr,  C,  H. 
Cook,  and  has  regularly  protected  perch  spawn  in  the  close 
season,  and  has  placed  large  quantities  of  fish  in  the 
Henley  reaches.  He  is  the  neatest  angler  on  record  for 
method  in  keeping  rods,  and  tackle,  of  which  he  has  a  large 
supply,  and  in  which  he  takes  great  pride.  He  has  just 
been  appointed  by  his  association  as  a  delegate  to  the 
Thames  Ke-stocking  Association.  The  above  photograph 
has  been  kindly  lent  to  us  by  the  editor  of  the  Thames 
Anglirig  News. 

The  January  (or  New  Year's)  number  of  the  "  Thames 
Angling  News  "  is  to  hand,  and  right  worthily  does  it 
maintain  its  prestige.  It  contains  an  article  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  entitled  "Angling  in  the  Salt 
Water  Reaches  of  the  Thames,"  and  he  knows  what  he  is 
talking  about,  and  writing  about).  The  veteran  W.  H. 
Brougham  (the  author  of  the  "  Massacre  of  the  Infants"), 
discourses  volubly  and  knowingly  on  the  "  Early  Days  of 
Thames  Preservation."  "Red  Palmer"  tells  in  a  few 
wordH  "how  we  stand"  with  regard  to  "Thames 
Impurity  and  St.lmon.  In  fact,  the  'J'.A.N.  is  a  very 
interesting  little  (>ro(7iu;  r. 


The  following  is  (s)culled— I  Imean  dragged— from  the 
same  source  (I  fancy  I  can  hear  the  editor  eay  "  What 
sauce!).  No  matter.  "J,  0.  E.  sends  me  the  following 
pars.,  which  he  terms  '  New  Year's  Greetings.'  He  says  ; 
'  I  am  preparing  my  net ;  I  mean  my  bassi-net.  Although 
I  have  been  married  very  nearly  three  years,  I  hope 
shortly  to  be  rewarded  for  patience,  which  every  true 
fisherman  should  have.  You  may  wonder  what  this  has 
to  do  with  fishing.  Well,  some  time  ago  a  man  made 
an  appointment  with  a  friend  for  a  day's  fishing, 
and  to  start  early.  The  friend  was  late,  so  his  companion 
started  without  him.  When  he  turned  up  he  explained 
that  he  could  not  come  sooner  as  his  wife  had  presented 
him  with  a  fine  baby  boy,  8ilb,  Laugh  !  he  said ;  that's 
nothing,  hardly  the  weight  of  the  bait  I  am  fishing  with. 
There  were  big  jack  in  those  parts,'  Then  he  says, 
'  Much  has  been  said  about  angling.  How  often  have  I 
seen  fishers— bank  fishers,  I  mean — with  boxes,  &o.,  as 
much  as  they  could  carry  !  Then  do  I  remember  the  old 
words : 

'  Arm'd  cap-d-pic  with  baskets,  bags  and  rods. 
The  angler  early  to  the  river  plods ; 
At  night  his  looks  the  woful  truth  announos— 
Of  luggage  half  a  ton,  the  fish— an  ounce.'  " 


The  new  year  of  Sci-ibncr's  Magazine  opens  in  the 
January  number  with  several  features  of  great  distinction. 
The  place  of  honour  is  given  to  Governor  Roosevelt,  who 
will  contribute  not  only  his  continued  story  of  "  The 
Rough  Riders,"  but  other  articles  on  the  naval  prepara- 
tions, the  strategy  and  other  important  subjects  growing 
out  of  the  war  with  Spain.  The  frontispiece  of  the 
number  is  a  drawing  from  life,  by  Charles  Dana  Gibson,  of 
Col.  Roosevelt,  and  it  is  a  most  satisfactory  interpret ition 
of  the  salient  qualities  in  the  face  of  the  new  Governor  of 
New  York.  The  first  chapter  of  "The  Rough  Riders" 
is  entitled  "  Raising  the  Regiment,"  and  from  the  very 
start  it  reveals  those  qualities  of  vigorous  description  that 
have  become  associ  ited  with  Col.  Roosevelt  as  an  author 
and  speaker.  It  has  been  said  that  he  knew  almost  every 
man  in  his  regiment,  and  this  article  is  filled  with  the 
Colonel's  anecdotes  of  notable  men  from  east  and  west 
who  composed  the  most  picturesque  body  of  fighting  men 
of  modern  times.  The  illustrations,  which  are  to  be  a 
feature  of  this  serial,  have  been  chosen  by  the  Colonel 
himself  from  many  hundreds  of  photographs.  The  com- 
pleted narrative  will  be  the  most  striking  book  of  the  year, 
written  by  a  man  holding  one  of  the  most  exalted  positions 
in  the  government  of  his  country. 

 >♦»♦<  

An  angler  who  was  fishing  on  the  Dover  promenade  pier 
recently,  had  an  extraordinary  "  catch."  Having  obtained 
a  bite  he  noticed  unusual  resistance,  and  had  some  difiiculty 
in  hauling  his  liiie  up.  When  he  did  so  he  found,  that  in 
addition  to  haying  a  small  whiting  on  his  hook,  he  hail 
fished  up  the  iron  vane  of  a  lighthouse  which  was  lost 
several  years  ago  when  the  pier  was  collided  with  by  a 
large  sailing  ship,  and  the  lighthouse  knocked  overboard^ 
After  taking  the  bait  the  fieh,  in  its  struggle,  must  havg 
entangled  the  line  round  the  vane,  thus  enabling  it  to  bf, 
hauled  up.   Now,  did  this  "  angler"  really  fish  in  rain  ; 


The  following  letter  has  been  received  from  our  old 
friend  "  Ichabod  "  (late  of  the  T.A.P.S,).  Writing  from 
Cardiff,  he  says :  "  Dear  '  Drag,'— I  am  delighted  to  read 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  splendid  gift  of  large  trout  to 
the  Thames  (dear  old  river)  by  Mr.  Corrie  to  Mr.  R,  B. 
Marston,  and  more  so  as  they  were  marked,  and,  let  us 
hope,  each  carefully  weighed  and  recorded.  I  have  very 
many  times  wondered  what  became  of  our  late  friend 
James  Forbes'  trout,  which  I  marked  and  put  into  the 
Thames  at  Chertsey  Weir.  There  were  over  100  of  them, 
but  only  one  has  since  been  heard  of ;  that  was  caught  at 
Bell  Weir,  it  having  travelled  from  below  Chertsey  Weir 
to  Bell  Weir  in  fifty-eight  hours.  What  price  this  for 
Shepperton  Weir  next  April  ?  We  have  been  busy  here 
spawning  trout  for  our  hatchery,  and  have  a  magnificent 
lot  of  ova  laid  down.  It  was  taken  by  your  humljle 
servant  from  the  best  fish  in  the  Llanishen  Reservoir,  the 
water  having  been  run  off  for  the  purpose  of  cleansing  the 
bottom, 



"  I  ONLY  wish  you  had  been  with  us  to  have  seen  the 
netting.  Speculation  ran  high  as  to  the  weight  of  the 
largest  trout.  I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  old  adage, 
'  The  heaviest  fish  is  always  lost,'  for  so  it  proved.  This 
time  it  had  broken  lines,  traces,  cast,  rods,  &o.  The  weight 
was  supposed  to  be  anything  from  101b.  to  161b.,  and  this 
by  those  who  had  hooked  and  lost  it.  A  '  Kitchener'  of 
cast,  traces,  &o.,  was  supposed  to  adorn  his  upper  lip. 
The  water  getting  lower  and  lower,  excitement  was  at 
concert  pitch  when  the  first  net  was  swept  round.  Six  to 
four  was  the  ruling  price,  i.e.,  he  went  101b.,  and  even 
money  he  went  over  151b.  Alas,  for  our  numerous 
brothers  who  had  hooked  him  !  for,  after  letting  the  whole 
of  the  water  off,  the  largest  trout  weighed  4^16. — a  long, 
male  fish,  'tis  true,  and  might,  if  in  his  best  condition, 
have  weighed  61b.  If  anyone  wants  a  fight,  ask  any 
member  the  weight  of  the  trout  he  lost  at  Lisvane 
Reservoir,  when  the  fat  will  be  in  the  fire,  for  they  do  not 
even  try  to  make  an  excuse.  Moral  :  '  Do  not  guess  the 
weight  of  the  fish  which  breaks  you  up.'  Wishing  you 
tight  lines  and  a  prosperous  New  Year," 


Lizzy  :  "  Please,  sir,  will  you  open  the  gate  for  me  ?  " 
Short-sighted  Old  Gent. :  "  Why,  my  little  girl,  you  can 
open  it  for  yourself  !  "  Lizzy  :  "Oh,  sir,  please  do  open 
it."  Short-sighted  Old  Gent,:  "  Very  well.  There! 
Now,  tell  me  why  you  couldn't  open  it  for  yourself  ?  " 
Lizzy:  "Please,  sir,  'caase  the  paint's  wet!" 

Deagnkt, 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Angling  rews  was  somewhat  at  a  discount  on  Monday 
eTening,  the  gales  and  storms  of  the  past  we"k  having 
militated  against  sport  both  in  sea  and  river.  There  was, 
however,  a  goodly  company  present,  Mr.  R.  Clay  taking 
the  chair,  and  one  and  all  were  gratified  at  being  able  to 
shake  hands  with  Mr  E.  Foreman,  the  esteemed  hon. 
treasurer  of  the  society,  and  to  express  the  very  gp-eat 
pleasure  it  gave  them  to  see  him  amongst  them  again  after 
his  long  bout  of  i.lness.  Mr.  Harden,  who  had  been  on 
the  bett  grayling  water  in  England  ;  Mr.  C.  H.  By  water?, 
at  Newbury  ;  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman,  at  Yarmouth,  had 
done  nothing  at  all.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  had  stopped 
at  Deal  for  some  ten  days,  but  had  only  fished  four  hours 
altogether,  which  will  show  what  sea  fishing  generally  had 
been  like.  The  chairman  had  visited  the  Waveney,  but  his 
creel  was  nearly  empty.  Mr.  A.  E.  Matthews,  however, 
had  taken  roach  and  perch  ;  and  Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown, 
five  jack  in  fifteen  minutes — quick  work  that — spinning 
with  a  Wagtail.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  and  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher,  who  had  been  to  Newbury,  brought  up  a  bag  of 
pike,  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  which  graced  the  table.  Mr. 
Ward's  catch  was  a  pike  of  "lb.  14oz.  and  a  2Jlb.  chub ; 
and  Mr.  Fletcher's  shara'of  the  spoil,  a  chub  of  the  same 
size  and  several  good  roach  and  a  fine  dace.  Mr.  Ward 
mentioned  that  the  old  Nottingham  winch  he  had 
exhibited  at  a  previous  meeting  had  been  offered  to  the 
society  by  a  relative  of  his,  an  announcement  which  was 
heard  with  gratification,  and  the  donor  was  thanked  for  his 
kindness  in  presenting  the  relic.  Mr.  Neville  Davis  had  had 
fair  eport  at  Deal,  having  taken  some  very  large  whiting 
up  to  21b  8oz.  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  gave  some  interesting 
particulars  of  his  fishing  on  the  Avon,  when  he  made  the 
big  bag  of  fine  fish  shown  at  the  last  gathering  of  the 
society.  Everyone  hoped  that  this  popular  gentleman 
would  have  carried  off  the  handsome  piece  of  plate,  sub- 
accibed  for  privately  by  some  of  the  members;  and, 
indeed,  until  the  very  last  moment  Mr.  Walker's  success 
seemed  absolutely  assured.  But '' there's  many  a  slip," 
&o.  ;  and  Dr.  Head,  who  alone  had  to  be  reckoned  with, 
won  tight  cn  the  post,  and  becomes  the  proud  possessor 
for  a  year  of  the  coveted  trophy.  Mr.  Walker,  although 
he  was  naturally  disappointed  at  the  manner  in  which 
Dame  Fortune  had  frownad  upon  kim,  warmly,  and  like  a 
true  sportsman,  congratulated  his  opponent  tn  the  energy, 
perseverance,  and  skill  which  had  brought  about  his 
victory.  Mr.  E.  Foreman  was  glad  to  find  such  a  feeling 
pervading  the  minds  of  the  members,  and  although  he 
was  against  prize  giving  by  the  society  itself,  everyone, 
himself  included,  favoured  such  competitions  as  that  under 
notice,  inducing,  as  they  did,  members  to  go  oat  fishing, 
and  promoting  also  a  healthy  spirit  of  rivalry  and  emula- 
tion between  the  heat  anglers.  Mr.  Foreman,  amid 
laughter,  added  that  if  he  had  been  in  the  doctor's 
place,  he  would  have  allowed  Mr.  Walker  to  carry  cff  the 
prize,  for  the  latter  would  most  assuredly  have  been  the 
very  first  to  have  offered  a  still  bieger  piece  of  plate  for 
someone  else  to  capture  I  Mr.  Walker  afterwards  men- 
tioned that  worm  fishing  was  now  no  lonper  allowed  on 
the  Hampshire  Avon.  Next  Monday  Dr.  Chas.  S. 
Patterson  will  read  before  the  members  a  paper  on 
"Flat  Fish,"  in  lieu  of  the  one  previously  announced, 
entitled  "  Perch  aad  Pike."  The  chair  will  be  taken  at 
8.30  p.m.   M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  .Ian.  4,  at  8  p  m  ,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Minchin  reported  fair  sport  with  whiting  from 
Deal,  and  farther  drew  attention  to  the  capture  off 
Walmer  of  a  521b.  cod  on  a  long  line,  which  is  nearly  a 
record  for  the  district.  Mr.  Graham  stated  that  the  pier 
at  Southend  ia  temporarily  repaired.  Resuming  the  dis- 
cnsaion  on  wire  lines,  Mr.  Tucker  brought  np  as  a  visitor, 
Mr.  Ormiston,  the  manufacturer  of  the  phosphor  bronze 
wire  lines,  who  gave  some  most  interesting  particulars 
regarding  the  forms  of  wire  lines  that  it  ia  possible  to 
make  or  have  made.  Mr.  Lane  drew  attention  to  an 
interesting  article  in  CasseWii  Magazine  on  the  uses  of 
fish  skins.  Mr.  Edwards  stated  that  for  lacing  engine 
belts  the  skin  of  the  conger  was  a  splendid  material. 
Dr.  Brunton  gave  his  angling  experiences  at  Deal  in  a 
S.E,  fresh  Ireeze,  taking  108  whiting  and  nine  cod.  He 
complained  of  the  cold,  which  he  found  it  impossible  to 
keep  out  in  spite  of  "gnernsey,  jersey,  and  sark,"  besides 
other  garments.  An  interesting  discussion  took  place  on 
shore  marks  and  the  impoitance  of  having  local  know- 
ledge. Mr.  Minchin  spoke  strongly  on  the  unfairness  of 
giving  away  marks  that  had  been  gained  from  local 
fishermen,  as  it  is  the  fisherman's  living,  and  such  know- 
ledge, is  banded  down  from  father  to  sor,  and  is  jealeusly 
guarded  from  other  fishermen.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Chaeles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec  ). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
We  had  a  very  good  Httendance  at  the  first  meetini;  of 
the  society  this  year,  when  Mr.  C.  Bentley  occupied  tl.e 
chair.  Mr.  Close  reported  cod,  whiting,  and  pont  from 
D^al ;  Mr.  Chaeteney,  from  Yarmouth,  codhng ;  Mr. 
Connellan,  from  Deil,  two  score  whiting,  ray,  and  several 
codling ;  Mr.  .Mauli,  cod,  of  7ilb.  and  6ilb.,  and  two  and 
a  half  score  of  whiting  from  Deal;  Dr.  Brunton,  Urge 
quantity  of  whiting,  and  several  cod  from  91b.  downwards. 
Several  memberg  had  been  out,  but  could  not  get  afloat 
owing  to  the  rough  weather.  Various  matters  of  interest 
were  discussed.  Mr.  Gibson  reported  whiting  pout  and 
dabs  from  Deal.  I  wish  every  member  of  the  Gresham 
a  very  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chair  and  the  usual  toasts  concluded  a  very  busy 
evening.  Alex.  Wrioht. 


SUTTON'S  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  nineteenth  general  meeting  and  prize  distribution 
of  the  above  society  was  held  in  the  reading  room  at 
Messrs.  Sutton's  on  Dec.  23,  Mr.  M.  H.  F.  Sutton  pre- 
siding. The  chief  item  on  the  credit  side  of  the  balance- 
sheet,  as  rendered  by  the  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Mr.  R.  Bowsher,  was  a  handsome  subtoription  of  ten 
guineas  from  the  firm,  which,  together  with  that  of  the 
president,  Mr.  Martin  Hope  Sutton,  and  a  special  prizq 
donation  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Sutton,  oonst  tute  more  than  half 
of  the  receipts.  The  debit  side  was  chiefly  occupied  with 
disbursements  for  a  mos'.  comprehensive  series  of  prizes, 
amounting  in  all  to  £18,  iu  which  figured  a  score  of 
anglers  out  of  the  seventy  members  forming  the  associa- 
tion. It  is  hardly  necessary  to  report  the  fact  that  a 
balance-sheet  of  this  pleasing  nature  was  passed  without 
demur,  or  that  the  president  and  vice-presidents,  whose 
liberality  ensures  such  a  satisfactory  result,  were  unani- 
mously and  with  acclamation  re-elected.  The  committee, 
with  the  substitution  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Albury  for  a  retiring 
member,  as  also  the  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer,  were 
again  reinstated.  Mr.  Sutton  distributed  the  prizes, 
consisting  of  fishing  tackle  and  furniture  of  every  descrip- 
tion ;  bag  and  baskets,  creels  and  cruets,  watches,  time- 
pieces and  teapot,  jewellery  and  cutlery,  reel  and  landing 
net.  Ultimately  the  assembly  dispersed  after  a  most 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Sutton  for  his  able  chair- 
manship, and  to  the  Messrs.  Sutton  generally  for  their 
substmtial  support  of  and  undiminished  interest  in  the 
association,  tendered  through  Messrs.  Parmer  and 
Kinchin,  Mr.  Sutton  cordially  responding  and  assuring 
the  meeting  of  the  firm's  unabated  interest  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  sport. 

Amongst  the  prize-winners  were  Messrs.  S.  Warrilow, 
W.  R.  Smith,  G.  Critcher,  D.  Cooper,  W.  H.  Stacey, 
J.  Sadler,  W.  H.  Chalk,  B.  Tufnail,  F.  J.  Plumer.  W.  W. 
Albury,  0.  Cooper,  C.  A.  M.  Morris,  H.  Belcher, 
H.  Church,  H.  Swain,  senr.,  W.  T.  Bartholomew,  F.  W. 
Carter,  and  E.  H.  Leaver. 


THE  FAMOUS  TERRAPIN. 

With  the  chill  November  blast  comes  the  terrapin,  that 
savory,  delicate  thing  of  the  mud,  noted  for  its  age  and 
its  price.  Nov.  1  is  the  appointed  time  for  placing  this 
peculiar  aquatic  product  on  the  menus  of  the  ultra- 
fashionable  hotels  and  cafes.  The  terrapin  never  ruins  its 
constitution  by  over-eating  or  rapid  growth .  It  takes  about 
seven  years,  in  a  eosgenial  environment,  to  attain  the 
standard  size  of  7in.  It  has  never  been  known  to  kick  on 
account  of  short  rations.  It  is  never  put  out  of  countenance 
over  the  quality  of  its  diet.  It  is  very  grateful  for  a 
supply  of  crabs  or  shrimp,  but  if  these  are  not  forth- 
coming it  is  never  too  proud  to  root  for  a  living. 

To  enjoy  a  terrapin,  it  is  first  necessary  to  catch  it,  or 
buy  it,  which  is  much  more  convenient  if  you  are  afraid  of 
getting  wet  feet.  Then  the  cooking  is  a  very  delicate, 
artistic  operation.  Many  who  have  successfully  cooked 
corned  beef  and  cabbage  have  been  known  to  fail  when  they 
tackled  a  terrapin.  A  terrapin  has  gall,  and  if  that  i^  tam- 
pered with  you  might  as  well  serve  up  cod  with  quinine 
sauce.  A  sensitive  liver  is  also  a  characteristic  of  the 
beast,  and  the  cook  will  do  well  not  to  monkey  with  that 
organ. 

There  is  a  well-defined  race  distinction  among  the 
terrapin  family.  No  self-respecting  denizen  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  tribe  will  associate  at  table  with  what 
are  called  the  CaroHnas  or  Mississippis.  As  in  many  other 
things,  money  makes  the  distinction.  The  Chesapeake 
Bay  terrapin  bring  from  45dol3.  to  75  dols.  a  dozen,  while 
the  other  class  bring  from  10  dols.  to  15  dols.  a  dozen. 
There  is  a  colour  distinction,  also,  with  the  preference  in 
favour  of  the  black.  The  Chesapeake  aristocrat  is  called 
the  black  diamond,  and  the  others,  of  a  lighter  colour,  are 
considered  by  epicures  as  the  "  white  trash." 

Recently  a  man  on  the  east  shore  of  Maryland  had 
about  2000  dols.  worth  of  terrapin  in  a  pound ,  which  he 
tended  carefully  and  fed  regularly ;  but  one  night  the 
entire  herd  was  stolen,  and  he  has  no  means  of  identifying 
his  property. — American  F.  0. 


FIGHT  WITH  A  DEVILFISH. 
Capt.  Conbad,  the  local  diver,  has  recently  returned 
from  a  voyage  to  Central  American  waters.  During  the 
month  of  August  the  fruit  ship  Oteri  went  ashore  on  the 
coast  of  Ruatan,  in  the  tropical  sea.  Other  divers  tried 
to  float  the  ship  and  failed.  He  was  engaged,  and  started 
for  the  dangerous  coast.  There  was  a  choppy,  mean  sea 
running  all  the  time,  which  made  work  difficult.  The 
vessel  had  gone  ashore  head  on.  The  stern  was  in  deep 
water,  and  just  aft  of  midships  the  coral  reef  showed 
itself.  At  that  point  she  was  hard  aground,  with  a  hole 
stove  in  her.  The  keel  was  broken  in  three  places,  and 
the  ship  was  really  in  a  bad  way.  However,  he  went  to 
work,  put  the  patches  over  the  holes,  and  began  the 
pumping.  The  vessel  was  soon  pumped  out  enough  to 
almost  float  her.  It  was  evident  that  the  effort  would  be 
successful.  One  evening  the  ship  began  to  leak  again  with 
renewed  energy.  The  leak  came  from  a  point  about  mid- 
shipi  and  near  the  keel,  juat  under  the  bilge.  It  was  a 
bright  summer  afternoon,  about  four  o'clock,  and  he 
realised  that  the  hole  would  have  to  be  stopped  at  once. 
He  called  his  assistants,  and  they  anchored  the  diver's 
boat  with  the  apparatus.  Everything  was  got  ready  for 
the  work,  and  it  was  evident  that  it  would  be  a  task  of 
hours. 

As  he  reached  the  surface  of  the  water  his  attention 
was  attracted  to  the  beautiful  colouring  of  the  coral  and 
the  thousands  of  fish  swimming  round  among  the  reefs. 
Tropical  waters  usually  give  a  weird  tnd  beautiful  light 
to  the  surrouodinga,  for  these  waters  are  so  blue  and  clear. 
That  day  the  picture  seemed  exceptionally  enchanting, 


and  the  diver  gave  himself  up  to  its  enjoyment  and 
thoughts  of  things  which  happen  away  down  in  the  blue 
sea,  oat  of  sight  of  the  world. 

Slowly  he  approached  the  ship,  thoroughly  pre-occupied, 
and  he  was  gettir  g  down  under  the  bilge  near  the  point 
where  the  work  was  necessary,  when  a  long,  dark  arm 
shot  across  his  face  glass.  He  had  been  in  tropical  waters 
before,  and  knew  the  si^n.  He  realised  he  had  the  fearful 
devilfish  to  fight — the  real  octopus,  which  is  feared  by  all 
divera,  and  given  a  wide  territrjry  whenever  met.  The 
attack  was  so  sadden,  and  the  sight  so  vivid,  that  the 
diver  lost  his  courage  for  a  moment,  and  gave  the  danger 
signal.  He  was  entir'^ly  unarmed,  and  was  pulled  the 
boat  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

When  once  on  the  small  boat  he  removed  the  big  brass 
helmet  for  air.  He  was  as  white  as  a  sheet  arid  perfectly 
exhausted.  His  attendants  crowded  round  to  know  the 
cause  of  this  sudden  flight. 

When  restored  to  his  usual  strength,  for  Capt.  Conrad 
is  a  man  of  magnificent  physical  endarance,  he  quietly 
told  of  the  submarine  enemy. 

Ho  thought  over  the  situation.  The  ship  was  leaking 
badly,  and  could  not  ba  allowed  to  remain  overnight  with- 
out assistance  and  careful  attention.  The  work  had  to  be 
done,  and  done  at  once.  He  called  for  a  heavy  harp  ion, 
which  was  on  board  the  boat,  and  cut  the  handle,  making 
the  weapon  about  3ft.  in  length.  Armed  with  this,  he  went 
down  into  the  sea  again. 

This  time  he  had  but  one  object  in  view,  a  fight.  The 
fight  was  necessary  to  continue  the  work.  He  was  very 
careful.  He  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  the  varied 
and  exquisite  colouring  of  the  coral  and  fish,  and  the  way 
the  wonder-stricken  tribe  watched  his  every  movement. 
He  was  looking  for  a  foe,  and  one  of  the  most  dingerous 
the  sea  divers  know.  Slowly  he  approached  the  ship  and 
the  spot  where  the  octopus  was  hidden  under  the  bilge  of 
the  vessel.  It  was  still  there,  and  was  also  watching  him 
carefully.  As  he  approached  the  animal  moved  from 
under  the  vessel,  gathering  itself  for  the  attack. 

There  were  but  4ft.  or  5ft.  between  the  coral  reef  and 
the  vessel  at  this  point,  and  Capt.  Conrad  settled  himself 
for  the  battle.  It  was  not  long  in  coming.  The  snak- 
like  creature  moved  forward,  and  reached  out  with  one  of 
its  long  arms,  only  to  be  met  by  a  vigorous  blow  from  the 
harpoon.  The  sea  creature  was  quick  and  avoided  the 
blow,  and  touched  the  diver  on  the  hip,  but  lost  the  arm  at 
once,  one  cut  severing  it  clean. 

Then  the  fight  began  in  earnest.  One  or  two  blows  were 
given  with  but  slight  effect,  but  fortunately  the  harpoon 
was  driven  deep  into  a  vital  spot.  When  injured,  these 
creatures  discharge  a  dye  which  colours  the  water  perfectly 
black.  When  hit  this  time  immediately  the  water  became 
inky,  and  having  his  vision  cat  off,  Capt.  Conrad  rushed 
for  safety.  He  managed  to  get  beyond  reach  with  but 
little  difficulty,  and  again  gave  the  danger  signal. 

For  a  long  time  he  remained  on  board  the  tender  boat, 
and  the  colouring  discharged  by  the  octopus  came  to  the 
surface.  Within  a  few  minutas  it  had  cleared  away,  and 
again  Capt.  Conrad  went  down  to  resume  the  battle.  The 
devilfish  was  dead,  however,  but  remained  close  under  the 
hull  of  the  vessel,  just  at  the  point  where  work  was 
necessary.  The  harpoon  was  driven  deep  into  the  body, 
but  the  animal  weighed  more  than  the  diver  could  move. 
A  rope  was  attached  to  the  harpoon,  but  those  on  the 
boat  could  not  pull  the  fish  away. 

Capt.  Conrad,  while  speaking  of  his  remarkable  ad- 
venture, stated  that  the  octopus  was  about  3fc.  broad,  and 
its  body  was  twice  that  length,  while  its  arms  extended 
some  8tt.  or  10ft.  When  there  was  no  longer  danger  from 
the  octopus  he  resumed  his  work,  and  lay  on  the  back  of 
the  animal  when  diiving  home  the  rivets  over  the  hole  in 
the  hull.  The  work  was  completed  that  evening,  and  next 
morning  the  body  of  the  animal  was  gone.  That  was  the 
first  and  last  experience  he  ever  had  of  the  kind,  and  he 
sincerely  hopes  there  will  be  no  more. — New  Orleans 
Picayune. 


i^otes  from  tlje  i^orti). 


The  New  Year  season  has  considerable  interest  to  the 
angler  north  of  the  border.  It  brings  him  within  touch  of 
another  salmon  angling  season,  and  points  the  way  to  new 
triumphs.  In  another  fortnight  the  early  spring  angler 
will  be  again  at  it  on  the  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  and  some  other 
highland  streams  which  open  among  the  first  in  the  north. 


The  appeal  made  on  behalf  of  the  widow  and  family  of 
Constable  King,  deliberately  shot  the  other  week  by  the 
Nethy  Bridge  poacher,  McCallum,  is  being  met  with  a 
hearty  response.  The  Inverness  County  Commissioners 
are  also  moving  in  the  matter,  and  there  is  the  chance  of  a 
fairly  large  sum  being  collected  all  round. 


Mrs.  Wm.  Farnell  Watson  has  retained  the  Woodend 
water,  rented  for  so  many  years  by  her  late  husband,  and 
is  expected  down  early  in  the  .'spring  to  fish  it.  She  has 
secured  the  services  of  John  Mortimer  as  her  gillie,  and 
John  has  been  busy  during  the  close  seast>n  putting  things 
to  rights.   

If  the  present  spell  of  open  weather  continaes  fish  wiU 
be  found  well  up  into  the  middle  and  upper  reaches  by 
Feb.  11,  when  the  season  opens  all  round. 


The  NesB  never  freezes.  It  is  a  deep  running  stream, 
and  angling  can  at  all  times  be  attempted  on  its  waters  at 
least.  Not  so  the  Dee,  Don,  Spey,  and  kindred  shallow 
rivers.    A  night's  hard  fro&t  or  so  closes  them  up,  and 
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then  the  angler  has  to  stand  by  till  a  thaw  comes.  It  is 
seldom  that  the  rivers  are  so  closed  that  no  angling  can  be 
got,  and  often  in  a  stiff  storm  a  cast  can  be  got  towards 
afternoon.  ____ 

As  a  rule,  very  large  flies  are  requisitioned  at  the  opening 
of  the  season,  but,  of  course,  much  depends  upon  the 
temperature.  Three-inch  irons  are,  however,  about  as 
big  as  there  is  any  need  for,  although  last  season  it  was  a 
common  order  to  ask  tackle  makers  for  the  biggest 
possible ;  and  Mr.  Garden,  Aberdeen,  had  some  irons 
specially  made  for  more  than  one  customer.  The  pity  of 
it  was  that  there  was  so  little  need  for  them,  big  or  little, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  year  just  begun  will 
bring  more  luck  with  it.   

Lord  Semple,  Craigievar,  has  just  made  his  annual  dis- 
tribution of  game  to  the  guards  and  drivers  on  his  section 
of  the  line,  per  Mr,  Taylor,  Lumphanan.  This  happy 
custom  wae  inaugurated  some  years  ago  by  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  and  now,  from  the  Duke  of  Fife  downwards,  all 
the  Deeside  sportsmen  remember  their  rail  officials. 


We  often  say  a  word  for  the  gillie  at  this  time.  He 
feels  the  pinch  more  just  now  than  at  any  other  time,  and 
a  little  gift  will  go  a  long  way  when  there  is  nothing  else 
coming  in.   

Many  gillies  are  paid  off  at  the  end  of  the  Beason, 
others  are  kept  on  at  half-pay,  and  given  some  odd  job  to 
attend  to.  There  is  always  plenty  of  work  on  a  fishery, 
and  the  system  of  keeping  the  man  on  the  ground  all  the 
year  round  is  a  good  one,  and  ought  to  be  encouraged.  It 
tends  to  interest  the  men  in  their  work,  and,  although  they 
may  not  herd  salmon  like  grouse,  yet  there  are  lots  of 
ways  of  improving  a  fishery  in  the  close  season. 

Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  soiree  in  connection  with  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  brought  to  a  successful  issue  on 
New  Year's  eve  at  the  Camden-street  Board  Schools. 
A  splendid  entertainment  was  provided,  and  every  satisfac- 
tion was  given  to  those  who  honoured  the  affdir  with  their 
patronage.  The  large  school-room,  which  was  handsomely 
decorated  for  the  occasion,  presented  quite  an  animated 
appearance  when  the  dancing  was  at  its  height,  as  near 
upon  400  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  to  be  seen  joining  in 
the  giddy  waltz.  The  anglers  did  not  turn  up  in  such 
nuQjbere  as  were  expected,  but  the  outside  public  made  up 
for  the  deficiency.  The  dancing  commenced  at  eight 
o'clock  and  was  carried  on  until  twelve.  The  infants' 
school  was  set  apart  for  the  concert,  when  Messrs.  McKay, 
Vale,  Lines,  and  Workman,  together  with  the  three  Sisters 
Ryder,  contributed  to  amuse  those  who  were  unable 
to  participate  in  the  dancing.  The  whole  of  the 
committee,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  Kabone,  acted 
as  stewards,  and  did  their  utmost  to  make  the  soiree 
a  success,  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  it  was.  This  is  the 
first  venture  of  the  society  in  this  direction,  and  I  have 
reasons  to  believe  that  another  ball  will  be  held  between 
now  and  next  March.  In  past  years  it  has  been  the 
custom  to  hold  a  concert  at  one  of  the  halls  in  the  city. 
These  concerts  were  a  great  benefit  to  the  society,  but  it 
will  no  doubt  be  found  that  more  money  will  be  made  out 
of  the  ball  room  than  the  concert  hall.  Comments  have 
been  made  in  several  of  our  local  papers  about  the  Vine 
Unity  Society  giving  up  their  Trent  water  at  Armitage  on 
the  grounds  that  it  has  been  unproductive  of  sport,  a 
number  of  the  best  anglers  in  the  club  have  paid 


numerous  visits  to  the  water,  but  sport  on  the  whole  has 
been  of  such  a  character  that  the  weight  of  fish  taken 
during  the  last  nine  months  has  not  been  as  many  pounds. 
This,  together  with  the  fact  that  no  Sunday  traias  run  to 
Armitage,  and  that  the  cost  of  the  water  amounted  to 
about  £12  per  annum,  shows  that  the  club  have  done 
wisely  in  abandoning  the  water.  This  club  is  on  the  look 
out  for  fresh  water,  and  are  not  particular  as  to  price 
BO  long  that  it  will  provide  sport  for  the  members. 
Some  few  anglers  went  out  during  the  holidays,  and  in 
one  or  two  instances  were  rewarded  by  taking  a  few 
decent  fish.  The  most  lucky  person  was  Mr.  W.  Osborn, 
who  succeeded  in  capturing  a  nice  pike  at  Stourport,  in 
the  Severn.  The  fish  was  in  good  condition,  and  weighed 
17Jlb.  It  is  being  set  up  by  a  local  taxidermist.  "The 
heavy  rains  that  we  have  had  of  late  have  made  the  Trent, 
Avon,  Severn,  and  other  small  rivers  in  the  Midlands 
unfishable.  The  water  in  low-lying  districts  is  out  on  the 
fields,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  they  will  be  fishable. 
Under  the  eircumstances,  the  canals  and  pools  will  be  the 
only  waters  fishable.  Subscriptions  are  coming  in  for  the 
Coles'  testimonial  fund,  which  will  remain  open  for  some 
time  yet  so  as  to  enable  the  clubs  to  get  the  consent  of  the 
members  to  forward  donations.  This  will  be  far  better 
than  leaving  it  to  just  a  few  of  the  members  to  subscribe, 
as  donations  taken  from  the  funds  of  societies  places  all 
the  members  on  terms  of  equality.  A  general  meeting  of 
the  Birmingham  Angling  Association  will  be  held  at  the 
headquarters  on  Thursday,  Jan.  12,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  the  working  committee  for  1899.  An  auditor  will 
also  be  elected  from  the  general  body  of  delegates,  and  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  new  committee  they  will  also 
appoint  one  from  their  body. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  have  recovered  rapidly  from  last  week's 
rainfall,  and  angling  has  again  been  resumed.  The 
weather,  however,  is  very  capricious.  At  the  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday)  the  air  was  exceedingly  mild  and 
balmy,  more  characteristic  of  spring  than  of  winter ;  but 
two  days  before  that  frost  and  snow  were  the  prevailing 
elements.  Visitors  continue  to  patronise  the  distiiot, 
several  of  whom  have  lately  disported  themselves  on  the 
Glen,  where,  in  the  Surfleet  district,  some  nice  baskets  of 
roach  have  been  captured.  Worms  and  paste  have  proved 
the  best  baits,  and  some  rods  have  accounted  for  as  much 
as  121b.  and  141b.  Local  fishermen  have  principally 
wielded  the  trolling  rod.  On  the  Market  Deeping  lengths 
of  the  Welland  capital  sport  has  been  had  amongst  the 
pike ;  and  the  Forty-foot  reaches,  north  and  south  of 
Donington  Bridge,  have  also  yielded  well.  The  best  sport 
on  the  Witham  is  mentioned  from  the  Bardney  and 
Tatterthall  districts,  where  individual  rods  have  accounted 
for  as  many  as  five  brace  of  fish  in  a  single  day. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  atmospherical  conditions  during  the  Christmas 
holidays  in  this  district  were  so  very  unsuitable  to  the 
angler  that  only  the  most  enthusiastic  fishermen  ventured 
out  to  face  the  elements,  and  the  river  Hull  and  its  con- 
fluent streams  being  in  such  a  flooded  condition  owing  to 
the  heavy  rains,  very  few  fish  were  met  with  by  those  who 
did  traverse  the  streams,  although  I  hear  of  a  fair  catch 
of  roach  on  Boxing  Day  from  the  tidal  waters  at  Hull 
Bridge,  and  a  few  decent  sized  pike  from  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  in  the  Newport  district.  But  although 
our  local  anglers  have  not  been  able  to  follow  their 
favourite  pastime  during  the  day  owing  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  yet  they  have  been  provided  with  plenty 
of  entertainment  in  the  evening  to  sooth  their  sorrows 
with,  for  annual  spreads,  presentations,  and  smoking 
concerts  have  been  of  almost  nightly  occurrence  at  the 
various  anglers'  rendezvous  in  the  city,  some  of  the  affairs 
being  of  a  most  enthusiastic  kind,  one  of  which  was  the 
annual  gathering  of  the  Alexandra  Angling  Association, 
which  took  place  at  the  Sportsman's  Hotel,  in  East  Hull, 


on  Boxing  Night.  Mr.  Patrick  J.  Robinson  occupied 
the  chair,  being  supported  in  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barker,  the  president  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association ;  the  large  club-room  was  tastefully  decorated 
with  the  usual  angler's  paraphernaUa,  and  not  the  least 
attraction  of  the  evening  was  the  exhibit  of  a  nice  catch 
of  roach  caught  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker  that  day  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hull  Bridge,  and  some  fair  sized  pike 
from  Newport,  caught  by  Mepsrs.  H.  Hart  and  J.  Siddons. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  H.  Wharram  was  the  recipient  of  a 
silver  cup  (given  by  Mr.  Robinson)  and  also  the  society's 
gold  medal  for  most  points  during  the  past  season.  The 
society's  silver  challenge  cup  was  also  presented  to  Mr. 
F.  Scarborough.  Special  prizes  were  also  awarded  to 
Messrs.  J.  Ackland,  B.  Clarke,  J.  Skelton,  and  W. 
Tuxworth.  The  members  of  the  County  Angling  Society 
dined  together  the  other  evening  at  the  Ordnance  Arms, 
in  Drypool,  Mr.  J.  Helm  presiding,  when  the  aggjregate 
and  other  prizes  were  awarded ;  Mr.  J.  Goatea  being 
presented  with  the  club's  gold  medal  for  most  points 
in  the  club  matches,  the  second  prize  falling  to  Mr.  H.  W. 
Woollock.  On  Monday  evening  next  the  members  of  the 
Tigress  Angling  Society  have  a  spread  at  their  head- 
quarters in  High-street.  The  Derringham  A.S.  have 
removed  their  headquarters  from  the  Polar  Bear  Hotel 
to  the  Botanic  Hotel,  Spring  Bank ;  and  the  Waltonian 
Angling  Society  have  also  removed  to  the  Station 
Hotel,  at  Stepney.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Osborne 
A.S.,  Mr.  Otto  Matthews  was  re-elected  president;  Mr. 
A.  Bell,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  E.  Conrad  Naewiger  to  the 
secretarysbipj  and  the  annual  prizes  were  presented,  Mr. 
Robert  Goodin  being  the  winner  of  the  club's  gold  medal 
for  most  points  during  the  past  season.  Prizes  were  also 
presented  to  the  winners  at  the  recent  match  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Bartlett  taking  the  first  with 
21b.  3foz. ;  Mr.  J.  Haysam,  second,  with  lib.  12joz. ;  and 
Mr.  J.  Anderson,  third,  with  little  short  of  lib.  A 
splendid  tea  service  was  also  presented  to  the  secretary, 
Mr.  Naewiger.  The  Izaak  Walton  A.S.  also  held  their 
annual  meeting  at  the  Elephant  and  Castle,  on  the 
Holdernf  S3  -  road,  when  the  secretary's  balance-sheet 
showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition,  with  a 
nice  balance  in  hand  to  commence  the  season  with.  Mr. 
W.  Ellison  was  elected  to  the  presidential  chair ;  to  be 
assisted  in  the  vice  by  Mr.  J.  Waldron ;  Mr.  J.  Dales, 
treasurer ;  and  Mr.  Charles  H.  Haldenby,  secretary.  The 
George  and  Dragon  A  S.  will  hold  their  annual  dinner  at 
headquarters  on  the  16th  inst. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

With  the  advent  of  the  New  Year  inquiries  naturally 
crop  up  amongst  anglers  as  to  the  nature  of  the  spawning 
season,  the  condition  and  number  of  fish  in  the  rivers,  and 
prospects  for  the  forthcoming  season.  This  year  it  will  be 
somewhat  ditiicult  to  arrive  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
number  of  fish  that  have  been  on  the  spawning  beds. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  close  time  rivers  have  been  mostly 
high,  and  frequently  in  heavy  flood.  This  condition  of 
things,  while  affording  protection  to  the  fish  from  peachers 
and  other  enemies,  is  also  apt  to  result  in  damage  to  the 
redds,  many  of  which  are  utterly  ruined  during  flood  time 
in  rapid  streams.  So  far  as  can  be  gathered,  however, 
there  does  not  seem  much  ground  for  complaint.  Many 
rivers  held  a  good  head  of  large  fish,  and  these  were  enabled 
to  reach  higher  lengths  of  ground  than  in  drier  seasons, 
owing  to  the  heavy  rainfall  in  autumn  ;  and  such  as  have 
already  accomplished  their  mission  found  no  obstacle  in 
dropping  back  again  to  the  deeper  water. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  annual  report  of  the  Bolton  Anglers'  Association 
is  printed  and  circulated,  and  forms,  as  usual,  a  most 
interesting  pimphlet,  and  clearly  demonstrates  the 
efficiency  of  its  executive.  It  is  regrettable  that  the 
membership  has  fallen  off  a  little,  but  this  is  accounted 
for  in  the  severe  and  prolonged  labour  troubles  in  that 
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town,  and  doabtless  in  1S99  the  old  total  will  be  reached 
and  probably  eiceeded ;  as  it  is  they  have  nearly  900. 
Space  forbids  anything  Uke  a  detailed  notice  of  the  general 
report,  and  some  dozen  tables  and  balance-sheets. 
Altogether  they  have  close  on  a  score  of  fishine  resorts, 
upon  which  there  has  been  no  stint  in  stocking,  &c  ;  and 
favoured  by  a  private  hatchery,  in  which  some  100,000 
ova  (various)  are  to  be  treated,  great  results  are  to  be 
expected.  The  lists  of  fish  winning  the  association 
prizes  are  particularly  interesting,  some  of  the  weights 
in  classes  are  very  close,  and  point  to  a  keen  contfst. 
The  PhcBnis  Angling  Society,  Oldham,  is  going  strong ; 
up  to  now  the  roll-call  has  reached  forty,  and  still  they 
come.  It  is  proposed  to  set  aside  a  special  prize  for  the 
largest  specimen  caught  in  home  fishing.  It  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  Liverpool  are  waking  up,  and  aspiring  to  a  local 
general  association.  Tired  of  being  governed  by  others, 
they  think  they  can  govern  themselves.  Certainly  they 
can,  and  should  never  have  tried  any  other  jurisdiction. 
Manchester,  Bolton,  and  other  centres,  e  g.,  Wigan, 
Staleybridge  and  district,  and  several  smaller  ones  have 
long  since  seen  the  wisdom  of  such  a  step.  Why  go  to 
Birmingham  or  any  other  place  for  your  privileges  ? 
Liverpool  has  wealth,  influence,  and  brains.  Use  all,  and 
get  what  you  want.  Some  interesting  news  is  promised 
from  Liverpool  about  sea  fishing  in  that  district,  and 
when  it  arrives  it  shall  appear  in  these  notes. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
Arrangements  aie  now  complete  for  the  lantern  lecture 
on  the  11th,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Buckland  Angling 
Society,  Queen  Adelaide  Hotel,  Chancery  Lane,  Ardwick, 
by  Mr.  F.  Bibby.  Eight  o'clock  is  the  time,  and  a  good 
muster,  please.  The  slides  to  be  used  depict  scenes  in 
Ireland  visited  by  the  lecturer  and  his  triends  during 
various  fishing  excursions  ;  the  very  last  in  1898  was  to 
BalUntra  and  district.  How  many  angling  hosts  can  boast 
of  fifty-five  years  residence  in  the  same  house ;  yet  this  is 
what  Host  Johnson  can  do,  and  may  he  see  many  more. 
The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  represented  some  time  in  the 
evening,  and  sample  the  October  brew.  The  Kingfishers 
hold  their  annual  business  meeting  on  the  10th  at  head- 
quarters ;  the  agenda  includes  report,  balance-sheet,  elec- 
tion of  officers,  &c.,  and  various  other  but  private  items 
The  Moss  Side  Socials,  at  their  last  meeting,  hid  a  rather 
delicate  bit  of  business  on  hand,  viz.,  ballotiog  for  three 
candidates  to  fill  a  similar  number  of  vacancies,  the 
applicants  being  much  in  excess  of  the  vacancies.  The 
f  oUowiog,  strange  to  say  all  juniors,  were  declared  elected : 
J.  H.  Hall,  jun.,  J.  Reavy,  jun.,  and  H.  H.  Jenkins,  jun. 
But  after  this  date  no  one  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  will  be  eligible.  The  annual  meeting  is  to  be  held 
on  the  9th  to  dispose  of  the  usual  agenda,  report,  balance- 
sheet,  and  election  of  officers.  Mr.  W.  C.  Hawkins  is 
declared  winner  of  special  prize  for  heaviest  fish  from  club 
waters.  A  good  report  is  to  hand  from  the  Ardwick 
Angling  Society.  They  have  wound  up  a  good  year  and 
started  well  for  a  good  year  in  1899.  They  have  elected 
otficers,  &c..  as  follows  :  Piesident,  Mr.  Lattiraer  ;  vic^- 
presidents,  Messrs.  S.  Wells  and  J.  Ibbotson  ;  chairman, 
Mr.  J.  Mitchell ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  R.  Burgess  ;  treasurer, 
Mr.  A.  Turner  ;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Newton  ;  dalegate,  Mr. 
F.  Heaton  ;  committee,  Messrs.  J.  Hall,  P.  Heaton,  J. 
Bryant,  J.  Herd,  and  R.  Smallshaw.  The  Duke  of 
Cambridge  A. 8.  have  just  concluded  a  good  season  and 
started  strong  for  another,  and  elected  officers  as  follows  : 
President,  Mr.  W.  Hnlley ;  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Kenny  ; 
secretary  and  delegate,  Mr.  H.  Berry ;  committee, 
Messrs.  J.  Mellor,  J.  Hall,  and  D.  Haynes.  This  society 
is  one  of  our  oldest,  and  contains  some  veteran  fishermen. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Sport  daring  the  past  week  has  been  unusually  bad  for 
this  time  of  year.  The  weather  has  been  splendid,  but  it 
has  tempted  very  few  anglers  to  go  out,  and  those  who 
have  been  have  done  next  to  nothing.  One  angler  got  two 
dozen  small  pike  on  a  piec?  of  private  water  in  one  day, 
but  not  one  of  the  fith  was  large  enough  to  kill.  Others 
have  had  a  few  small  fish  only.  The  whole  of  the  waters 
in  the  district  are  in  good  condition,  and  why  sport  is  not 
better  is  a  mystery. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Angling  pursuits  have  been  a  comparative  blank  since  the 
despatch  of  my  last  report.  Gales  have  raged,  and  the 
Trent  has  undergone  a  rapid  succession  of  changes,  all 
more  or  less  adverse  to  the  taking  of  fish.  On  Wednesdiy 
the  river  was  batik  full,  and  indications  pointed  to  further 
meteorological  disturbancfs.  During  the  day  roach  fisher- 
men patronised  the  Wilford  and  Clifton  lengths,  which 
are  handy  for  the  city,  and  those  using  the  cockspur  worm 
and  plain  bread  pas^e  succeeded  in  capturing  a  fair 
quantity  of  fish.  Roach,  needless  to  remark,  are  now  in 
grand  condition,  and  fight  hard  when  hooked.  Nothing 
has  been  attempted  at  Shardlow,  and  scarcely  a  member 
has  been  out  at  Kelham,  Staythorpe,  and  Averham.  In 
the  closing  days  of  the  pike  season  at  King's  Mills  some 
good  fish  were  run  and  landed,  amongst  others,  by  Messrs. 
Froggatt,  Danby.  Ashton,  and  Coulby.  The  recurring 
floods  must  have  driven  plenty  of  fish  into  the  various  back- 
waters, and  as  soon  as  the  waters  fine  down  sport  ought 
really  to  be  the  hett  of  the  season.  Those  getting  first 
turn  will  secure  the  heaviest  baskets.  News  at  the  clubs 
18  extremely  quiet,  and  quietness  will  reign  pending  a 
decided  change  in  the  condition  of  the  river. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD, 
The  anglers  of  Sheffield,  in  common  with  otherj,  have 
been  terribly  disappointe  i  daiingthe  holidays  becaose  of 
the  wretched  weather  which  has  prevailed,  and  which  has 
prevented  them  from  having  a  few  days'  sport.  At 
Ohristmaa  the  weather  was  bad  enough  in  all  conscience, 
but,  being  a  little  philoiophical,  fishermen  consoled  them- 


selves with  the  thought  that  it  would  probably  be  better 
for  the  New  Year.  The  New  Year  did,  indeed,  bring 
about  a  change,  but  if  anything  it  was  for  the  worse,  and, 
consequently,  the  number  of  fishermen  who  went  out  to 
try  their  luck  was  very  much  smaller  than  would  liavo 
been  the  tase  had  the  weather  been  more  propitious. 
The  Trent  has  been  running  exceedingly  high  ;  in  fact, 
practically  at  flood  height.  Before  the  waters  rose  pike 
afforded  a  good  deal  of  sport  in  the  neighbourbo  )d  of  Kel- 
ham, anglers  finding  live  bait  very  efficacious.  The  Boxing 
Day  match  of  th  e  Notts  Anglers'  Protective  Society  at  King's 
Mills  was  rendered  unsuccessful  on  account  of  the  strong 
winds.  Roach  anglers  have  not  fared  very  well  during 
the  last  few  days  in  the  Trent,  and  only  here  and  there 
have  a  few  fish  been  caught,  Dunham  Bridge  having 
provided  a  moderate  quantity  of  fish,  which  have  fallen 
victims  to  maggots.  The  heavy  rains  have  been  rather 
welcome  in  the  Witham,  which  was  too  full  of  vegetation 
to  allow  of  the  best  sport.  The  heavy  rushes  of  water 
have  cleared  away  a  lot  of  this,  and  made  matters  better. 
Several  Shetfielders  have  done  very  well  in  the  Glen,  at 
Surfleet,  where  nice  conditioned  roich  have  been  caught 
with  maggots  and  worms.  In  the  Boston  district  the 
drains  have  been  kept  at  a  low  state  in  order  to  cope  with 
the  floods,  and  the  result  has  been  that  fishermen  have 
occasionally  had  a  few  days'  sport  amongst  roach.  The 
Christmas  rains  spoilt  the  sport  in  the  Wye  and  Derwent, 
and  as  the  weather  proved  worse  during  the  last  week- 
end very  little  sport  has  been  obtained  owing  to  the  height 
of  the  waters,  the  river  being  ba,nk  full,  and  not  until  the 
end  of  this  week  or  the  beginning  of  next  will  there  be 
much  fly  fishing  obtainable.  Coarse  fish  anglers  have 
secured  a  few  fish  in  the  ponds  and  canals. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  in  this  district  during  the  last 
few  days.  The  water  in  the  rivers  was  falling  fast  three 
days  ago,  but  is  now  rising  rapidly,  and  is  higher  than  it 
has  been  for  two  or  three  years,  the  Severn  iu  parts  has 
overflown  its  bink  and  flooded  the  meadows,  therefore  all 
fishing  is  off  for  some  time.  The  Montgomery  and 
Shropshire  members  of  tie  Severn  Fishery  Board  have 
for  a  long  time  been  grumbling  that  so  few  salmon  reach 
their  portion  of  the  river,  and  in  turn  have  suggested 
alterations  of  the  weirs,  extension  of  the  close  time,  &c., 
to  enable  the  fish  to  get  up  the  river.  This  season  we  had 
a  beautiful  water  in  October,  and  again  in  November, 
which  enabled  the  spawning  fish  to  piss  the  weirs  without 
any  difficulty,  and  just  at  the  proper  time,  and  now,  with 
the  big  water  we  have,  a  lot  of  clean  run  fish  have 
passed  over  the  weirs,  some  of  them  very  large,  and 
if  thsy  don't  get  salmon  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Severn  this  year  why  they  may  take  it  for  a 
verity  that  they  never  will  again.  Lampern  fishing 
this  season  so  far  ha?  been  a  failure ;  eighteen  baskets 
were  taken  up  out  of  the  river  a  few  mornings  ago  by  one 
fisherman,  and  there  was  but  one  solitary  fish  in  the  whole 
of  the  baskets.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  taking  of  a 
great  quantity  of  trout  from  private  water  at  Bel- 
broughton,  in  this  county,  sufficient,  I  was  told,  to  fill  a 
pot  hamper.  Of  these,  thirtfea  fine,  large  fish  were 
brought  by  a  lady  to  Hampton  Lovett,  by  Droitwioh,  who 
did  not  know  there  was  any  harm  in  taking  ttiem.  The 
fish  were  slaughtered  by  a  party  of  men,  who  hid  the 
privilege  of  shooting  in  the  neighbourhood,  on  the  Thurs- 
day after  Christmas,  and  who,  I  presume,  eall  themselves 
s^Miismen.  1  do  not  give  their  names,  as  I  believe  they 
will  shortly  figure  in  the  police-court ;  but  if  they  are  not 
more  sportsmanlike  among  the  fur  and  feathers  than  they 
are  among  the  finny  tribe,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  not 
be  allowed  to  set  a  foot  on  any  land,  and  in  this  case,  I 
hope,  will  have  to  pay  a  severe  penalty  for  their  misdeeds. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  Bull's  Head  Inn,  High-street, 
Worcester,  on  Friday  evening  last,  Mr.  L  F.  Higgs  (vice- 
president)  in  the  chair.  A  number  of  delegates  from  the 
thirteen  affiliated  clubs  were  present.  The  secretary  (Mr. 
R.  Wingfield)  gave  his  report,  touching  on  the  prosperity 
of  the  various  clubs  and  their  excellent  management.  Not 
a  single  member  had  been  reported  for  fishing  in  the  close 
season  or  the  misuse  of  his  railway  travelling  privileges. 
The  pist  season,  he  stated,  was  the  worst  fishing  season  on 
record  in  this  district.  The  smoking  concerts  set  afloat 
by  the  association  had  been  very  successful,  and  from  the 
various  clubs  he  had  collected  £14  lis.  2d.  in  aid  of  the 
wife  and  small  children  of  B.  Guramery,  a  brother  angler, 
who  died  on  his  fishing  basket  on  Teme  side  some  short 
time  ago.  He  presented  the  balance-sheet  for  the  past 
season,  which  was  considered  very  sati^factory,  Mr.  W. 
Bridges,  the  auditor,  testifying  to  its  accuracy,  and  it  was 
submitted  to  the  meeting  and  duly  passed.  Mr.  Martin 
Perkes,  tlie  much  respected  president,  sent  in  his  resigna- 
tion, which  was  accepted  with  regret.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs, 
the  worthy  vice-president,  was  elected  to  succeed 
him;  Mr.  W.  Bridges,  vice-president;  Mr.  T.  Prosser, 
treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  secretary.  The  matter 
of  the  testimonial  to  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  unpleasantness 
resulting  from  the  quarterly  issue  of  G.W  R.  travelling 
cards  by  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  were  duly 
considered,  the  rules  of  the  association  were  revised  and 
alterations  made  in  some  of  them,  and  the  machinery 
put  in  motion  for  the  coming  season.  A  lot  of  business 
was  transacted,  and  the  meeting  terminated  with  the 
usual  votes  of  thanks. 


To  .Sfortsmkn  — Burberrys,  of  ao,  Haymarket,  London,  are 
now  offering,  at  half  price,  thnir  IR'JS  model  and  stock  sporting 
garments,  in  gabardine,  combination,  and  rain-proofed  tweed; 
shooting  coats,  2«8.  3d.  and  31s.  Cd. ;  breeches,  l.'is.  and  21s. ; 
Burberry  capes  and  long  overcoats,  31s.  6d. ;  farmers' overcoats, 
16b.  ;  Scotch  stockings,  28.  9d.  Sent  on  approval  on  receipt  of 
checiue  covering. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  close  of  the  week  showed  neither  good  results  nor 
brigVit  proepecta  for  anglers  on  account  of  the  state  of  the 
rivers,  many  of  which  were  flooded,  and  all  more  or  loss 
discoloured.  Nor  has  the  outlook  improved  to  any  appre- 
ciable extent  with  the  New  Year.  If  the  streams  run 
down  to  an  ordinary  level  and  resume  their  natural  colour, 
grayling  anglers  may  yet  have  enjoyable  sport  liefore  the 
close  of  the  month,  when  the  season  on  most  Yorkshire 
waters  ends.  Grayling  anglers  had  fair  sport  on  the  Rye, 
Nidd,  Swale,  and  lire  just  before  the  rains,  but  little  has 
been  done  during  the  holidays.  Visitors  who  visited 
favourite  haunts  along  the  banks  of  the  Derwent  returned 
with  very  moderate  baskets,  mostly  of  pike  and  roach. 
The  Ouse  and  Foss  have  yielded  but  indifferent  pastime 
to  York  coarse  fishermen  lately,  owing  to  the  rapid 
current  and  the  muddy  water.  None  of  the  reports  to 
hand  on  the  31st  ult.  disclosed  doings  of  any  cousequence 
in  the  district. 


[We  do  not  IloIcI  owrselvex  responsible  fcrr  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


INDIAN  SILKWORMS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  wrote  to  some  friends  of  mine 
in  Bangalore  and  in  Assam,  which  are  two  of  the  great 
head  centres  of  the  silkworm  industry,  regarding  the  clasa 
of  silkworm  for  gut.  I  am  afraid  that  too  little  is  known 
out  here  about  the  manufacture  of  gut  from  the  worm  for 
anyone,  except  an  expert,  to  be  able  to  say  whether  our 
worms  out  here  would  produce  a  good  strand  or  not.  The 
worms  themselves  are  fine  in  appearance,  and  produce 
good  silk,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  produce 
good  gut  also.  Since  hearing  from  them,  I  wrote  to  the 
Asian  about  it,  but  have  not  heard.  Another  friend,  who 
goes  to  Cashmere  every  year,  has  promised  to  make 
inquiries,  there,  and,  from  what  he  says,  I  fancy  that  is  the 
most  promising  spot  to  turn  to. 

Silkworm  culture  is  very  largely  carried  ont  up  there, 
and  they  have  most  beautiful  groves  of  mulberry  trees  all 
along  the  river  banks.  So  much  so,  that  the  mulberry  is 
almost  the  deadliest  bait  that  can  be  used  for  fishing  up 
there,  both  for  Schizort)iorax  esocinus  and  also  for  the 
Oriemis  richardsonii,  the  two  best  river  fish  up  there, 
both  called  trout,  the  latter  better  known  perhaps  as  the 
Kumaon  trout.  These  fish  rise  freely  to  a  fly  ;  but  as  the 
natives  don't  often  use  fly,  they  are  more  often  than  not 
taken  with  a  mulberry.  Two  friends  of  mine  lately  killed 
between  700  and  800  in  about  eighteen  fishing  days,  taken 
chiefly  on  a  March  Brown  and  a  large  Claret  Spinner.  I 
hope  to  go  there  myself  some  day. 

I  ran  for  more  than  half  an  hour  and  eventually  lost, 
about  three  months  back,  while  out  for  bahmin,  a  fish 
which,  when  he  leapt  out  of  the  water,  looked  to  be  about 
7ft.  long,  and  estimated  by  Mr.  Jardine,  the  Presidency 
Rest,  who  was  with  me,  to  be  between  701b.  and  801b.  in 
weight.  Probably  a  tunny  or  large  seer.  Hard  luck, 
was  it  not  ?  I  will  send  you  another  article  soon  on  the 
Andaman  Islands.    Kind  i  egards. — Yours  sincerely, 

  F.  O.  Eadsden. 


FORMALIN  AS  A  BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  Mr.  F.  Napier  Sutton's 
interesting  letter  in  your  last  issue,  I  fear  that  gentleman 
is  sighing  for  the  unattainable  when  he  suggests  that  it 
might  be  possible  to  discover  some  meaus  by  which  the 
tissues  of  fish  preserved  in  formalin  could  be  kept  soft  and 
pliable,  as  the  preservative  action  of  formalin  depends  on 
its  chemical  power  of  tanning  animal  tissues  into  what  is 
practiSiUy  leather.  If  an  ordinary  photographic  plate 
coated  with  gelatine  be  taken,  and  one  half  of  it  be 
immersed  in  formalin,  diluted  with  six  or  seven  times  its 
bulk  of  water,  for  five  minutes,  and  then  the  plate  be 
immersed  in  boiling  water,  it  will  be  found  that  while  the 
portion  of  the  gelatine  on  which  the  formalin  has  not 
acted  is  instantly  dissolved,  the  portion  which  has  been 
treated  with  it  is  absolutely  insoluble,  even  with  prolonged 
immersion,  and  is,  as  I  said  before,  practically  leather. 
Formalin  acts  in  this  way,  more  or  less,  on  all  animal 
tissues,  alive  or  dead  ;  hence  the  danger  in  its  use,  which 
I  and  others  have  more  than  once  pointed  out  in  these 
columns.  I  would  suggest  to  your  correspondent  that  he 
should  try  sprats  pickled  in  dry  salt,  or,  better  still, 
perhaps,  a  mixture  of  salt  and  powdered  boraoic  acid. 
They  will  keep  good  for  some  weeks  at  least  preserved  in 
this  manner,  aud  while  the  sprats  are  more  pliable  than 
those  pickled  in  formalin,  a  rinse  in  water  will  remove 
most  of  the  preservative  agent.  The  fish  should  be  quite 
dry,  and  packed  in  layers  with  an  intervening  layer  of 
salt. 

It  is  not  quite  correct,  by  the  way,  to  speak  of  a  solution 
of  formalin.  Formalin  is  itself  a  forty  per  cent,  aqueous 
solution  of  formic  aldehyde,  and  has  been  in  use  for 
years  for  various  purposes.  Whatever  interested  parties 
would  have  us  believe,  it  is  no  more  a  proprietary  article 
than  methylated  spirit  or  sulphuric  acid.  —  Yours 
faithfully,    Charles  Hussey. 

CARTER'S  TROUT  AND  SALMON  CASTS. 

Sir, — I  have  used  Carter's  trout  oasts  at  63.  per  dozen 
for  over  twenty  years,  and  have  always  found  them  first 
rate.  On  May  17,  1895,  I  hooked  a  silmon  121b.  in  Glen 
Lake,  co.  Donegal,  when  trout  fishing,  with  one  of  Carter's 
finest  undrawn  casts,  at  2.'15  p.m.,  and,  having  no  gaff  or 
net  large  enough,  did  not  kill  him  till  5.30  p.m.,  which 
was  a  pretty  good  test  of  the  gut.  I  have  used  Carter's 
4s.  salmon  cists  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  never  wish  to 
use  better  ones. — Yours  truly,      D.  J.  W.  Edwardes. 

Co.  Donegal. 
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THE  IMPROVKD  NORWEGIA.N  HOOK. 
Dear  Sie, — We  beg  to  forward  specimens  of  our  im- 
proved "  Norwegian "  hook,  in  which  the  shank  and  eye 
are  altered  so  aa  to  remove  all  risks  of  pricking  one's 
fingers.  This  is,  as  yon  so  kindly  Buggested,  a  decided 
improvement. 

The  temper  and  rust  proof  qualities  are  the  same  as 
in  those  we  submitted  to  you  some  time  since. — We  are, 
dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully,         Ogdkn  and  Scotford. 

19,  Leicester-square,  W.O.,  Deo.  28,  1898. 

[This  is  now  one  of  the  best  eyed  hooks  we  have  ever 
seen.  We  should  advise  Messrs.  O.  and  S.  to  get  some 
Limerick-shape  salmon  hooks,  and  also  sea  hooks  made 
with  the  same  eye,  as  it  is  very  strong  and  smooth. — Ed  ]. 


"  REGULATION  OF  FRESH-WATER  FISHERIES." 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  letter  under  this  heading  in  your 
issue  of  Dec.  24  reference  is  given  to  the  statute  of 
1  Eliz.  c.  17,  which  was  "  an  Act  for  the  preservation  of 
spawn  and  fry  of  fish,"  That  Act,  passed  in  1558,  was  by 
no  means  the  earliest  Act  for  the  regulation  of  fresh-water 
fisheries.  There  were,  in  fact,  at  least  twelve  earlier  Acts, 
the  first  of  which,  passed  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
reigB  of  Edward  I.  (1285),  imposed  "  a  penalty  for  taking 
of  salmon  at  certain  times  of  the  year."  All  these  Acta, 
with  many  subsequent  ones,  were  repealed  (those  passed 
prior  to  the  Act  of  Elizabeth  entirely,  and  the  remainder 
in  part)  by  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act  1861. 

Perhaps  this  explanation  may  prevent  some  of  your 
readers  assuming  that  the  Act  of  Elizabeth  was  the  earliest 
Act  dealing  with  this  subject,  although  the  writer  of  the 
letter  I  refer  to  did  not  state  that  it  was. — Yours,  &o., 
  Lbx. 


METAL  SEA  LINES  AND  PULLET  END  RING. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  matter  of  twisted  or  plaited  copper 
and  phosphor  bronze  lines  for  sea  fishing  is  at  present  attract- 
ing interest ,  we  have  pleasure  to  enclose  you  a  few  samples. 
No.  1  is  plaited  phosphor  bronie,  cotcposed  of  nineteen 
strands,  breaking  strain,  401b.  It  is  very  soft  and  pliable, 
and  has  no  more  liability  to  kink,  if  so  much,  than  an 
ordinary  dressed  silk  line.  This  line  is  sold  at  lid.  per 
yard  in  all  lengths  up  to  100yds.  to  order.  Nos.  2  and  3 
are  composed  of  eight  strands,  each  of  copper  wire  twisted, 
the  breaking  strain  being  about  101b.  This  is  a  much  l^-ss 
expensive  article,  the  price  being  Is.  3d.  per  score.  The 
pldited  we  have  tried,  and  we  think  a  good  many  others 
have  also  tried  and  approved  of,  so  that  it  will,  we  feel 
sure,  take  its  place  among  sea  lines.  The  twisted  is  now 
on  its  trial,  and,  although  it  may  not  be  so  good  as  the 
other,  it  will  answer  the  purpose  well  wher«  very  heavy 
leads  are  not  required. 

To  Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Parker,  and  other  members  of 
the  B.8.A.S.  belongs  the  credit  of  introducing  these  lines, 
our  share  of  it  being  simply  to  test  and  introduce  them  to 
the  market.  We  enclose  you  one  of  the  newest  forms  of 
our  registered  "  Hope  "  otcillating  pulley  end  ring.  It  ij 
very  light  and  effective,  and  can  be  supplied  either  to  our 
rods  or  separately  at  usual  price. 

We  would  add  that  it  is  advisable,  after  using  these 
lines,  to  wash  them  in  fresh  water,  dry,  and  then  rub  with 
fat  of  some  kind.  Pulley  end  rings  and  joints  should  aleo 
be  kept  well  oiled. — Faithfully  yours, 

Hardy  Brothers. 

London  and  North  British  Works,  Alnwick. 

[There  is,  of  course,  nothing  new  in  the  use  of  plaited 
or  twisted  wire  of  all  kinds  for  fishing  lines  both  for 
fresh  and  salt  water.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago  we 
fished  with  excellent  plaited  and  twisted  wire.  The 
samples  Messrs.  Hardy  send  ns  are  very  nicely  made,  and 
we  much  prefer  them  to  gimp  for  pike  fishing.  If  Messrs. 
Hardy  can  stain  them  a  dark  colour  it  would  ^e  an 
improvement.  We  have  found  some  of  the  many  forms  in 
which  copper  and  other  wire  is  done  up  for  holding 
pictures  very  useful  for  fishing  purposes.  The  pulley  end 
ring  sent  by  Messrs.  Hardy  is  one  of  the  strongest  and 
beet  we  have  seen. — Ed.] 


HUCHBN  (DANUBE  SALMON)  FISHING  IN 
BAVARIA. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Theodor  Schwann  informs  me  that  he 
recently,  in  four  days,  caught  2561b.  weight  of  these  fish 
(the  two  largest  351b.  and  291b.)  from  the  river  Iller,  near 
Munich.  They  are  fished  for  with  live  bait,  as  we  do  here 
for  pike.  There  are  no  boats,  so  the  four  miles  of  fishing, 
over  rough  ground,  requires  an  agile  light  weight,  which 
my  friend,  Theodor  Schwann,  has  the  gratification  of 
possessing.  He  ha?  kindly  invited  me,  but  age  and  weight 
prevent  me.  Part  of  the  river  is  canalised,  which  means 
that  the  tow-path  has  destroyed  the  bushes  and  usual 
haunts  of  these  fish.  They  are  very  much  like  salmon  in 
appearance.  The  smaller  fish  take  a  rough-made  fly,  the 
larger  spinning  or  live  bait.  Mr.  Theodor  Schwann 
sent  me  a  specimen  in  1888,  which  weighed  221b.  It  has 
been  cased  at  the  expense  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and 
now  adorns  the  wall  of  our  club-room  at  the  Holbirn 
Restaurant.  This  specimen  is  well  worth  a  visit,  to  view 
its  silvery  salmon  like  appearance. 

They  are  only  met  with  in  the  Danube  and  tributaries, 
which  flow  into  the  Black  Sea.  The  Rhine,  which  is 
near,  on  the  c  jr/trary,  discharges  into  the  German  Ocean, 
is  noted  for  Salmo  salar.  1  caught  one  of  162^1b.  at 
Schafi'hansen  once,  and  pike-peroh  fioin  the  Elbe.  These 
latter  fish  also  abound  in  the  Danube. — Yours  truly, 

  T.  R.  Sachs,  P.P.S. 

THE  GOLDEN  DUN  AND  "  FLIGHT'S  FANCY." 

Dear  Sir, — "  Observer,"  in  your  last  impression, 
refers  to  Wm.  Shipley  as  being  the  first  to  give  the  name 
and  dressing  of  this  fly.  He  certainly  did  include  it  in  his 
book  (or  rather  Fitz-Gibbon,  who  afterwards  wrote  under 


the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Ephemera,"  did  it  for  him) ;  bmt 
as  for  having  first  dressed  it,  it  has  been  an  established 
fact  for  sixty  odd  years  hereabouts  that  "Billy"  never 
invented  anything.  "Billy's"  book,  for  instance,  is 
about  ten  pages  ont  of  every  twelve  quotations  ! 

"  Ephemera"  was  new  atjthe  work  ;  in  fact,  it  was  the 
first  attempt  he  had  made  at  angling  literature,  he  having 
been  a  schoolmaster  at  Nottingham  until  he  earned  his 
firtt  £50  note  by  patting  together  Shipley's  book ! 
Shipley  was  the  mentor,  and  he  proved  to  be  a  bad  one  so 
far  as  that  first  work  was  concerned.  The  work  was 
published  by  subscription,  but  a  part  of  the  first  and  only 
edition  is  still  to  be  had,  and  we  can  supply  this  at  2a.  6d. 
per  copy.  The  original  published  price  was,  I  believe, 
10s.  6d.  The  author  of  "  The  Scientific  Angler  "  (which 
work,  by  the  way,  was  originally  published  at  6s.,  and  is 
now  worth  lOs.  6d.  per  copy  of  the  original  edition),  the 
late  David  Fosterj  had  a  squabble  with  Mr  Shipley  about 
this  very  fly,  and  it  ended  in  our  sire  challenging  Mr.  S. 
to  a  fishing  match,  "  he,  the  said  David  Foster,  engaging 
to  kill  three  fish  to  the  said  Wm.  Shipley's  one  !  "  This 
challenge  appeared  in  the  Derbyshire  Advertiser,  hnt  it 
was  not  accepted.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Shipley  never  did 
claim  the  thing  as  his  own  creation ;  he  merely  had 
"  put  it  in,"  with  other  matters,  without  any  sort  of 
acknowledgment — hence  the  squabble. 

The  dressing  has  been  known  as  ours  simply  because  it 
was  the  first  Dun  our  predecessor  ever  made  on  his  then 
new  plan  of  dressing  a  Dun,  viz.,  with  hackle  put  on  under 
the  wings,  which  latter  were  split  by  the  silk  being  passed 
between  them,  which  were  thus  made  split  and  upright. 
We  never,  however,  put  our  name  on  the  fly,  but  our 
customers  have  done  so  for  ns,  and  it  has  been  known  as 
Foster's  Golden  Dun,  as  we  said  in  our  last  letter,  for  the 
best  part  of  a  century,  and  it  is  surely  rather  late  in  the 
day  to  attempt  to  reverse  this  verdict,  especially  when  the 
writer,  who  rushes  in  with  this  one  solitary  aim,  fails  to 
find  courage  to  put  his  name  to  the  foot  of  his  letter. 

Our  object  in  combating  Mr.  Flight's  claim  to  the  fly 
was  not  because  we  laid  claim  to  it ;  anyone  will  see  that 
who  will  refer  to  the  "  Scientific  Angler  "  in  the  last 
edition,  viz.,  the  seventh,  in  which  the  matter  is  dealt 
with  in  a  way  which  has  created  such  a  storm  in  a  teapot  ! 
We  therein  laid  down  no  claim  to  the  dressing,  but  we 
naturally  objected  to  anyone  else  doing  so  after,  as  we  have 
Slid,  having  had  the  credit  of  the  invention  for  so  long  a 
stretch  of  time.  The  thmg  is  everybody's,  and,  therefore, 
nobody's.  No  one  person  in  particular,  therefore,  has  a 
right  to  claim  it  and  put  his  own  surname  upon  it,  since  it 
is  an  old  standard  general  fly  and  no  proprietary  articla, 
and  there  is  the  whole  matter  in  a  nntthell.  Apologising 
for  again  troubling  you, — I  am.  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

Ashbourne.  W.  H.  FosTKR. 

[Mr.  Foster  in  his  previous  letter  said  "  about  sixty 
years,"  which  is  not  the  same  as  "  the  best  part  of  a 
century."  "  Flight's  Fancy,"  as  already  pointed  out,  is 
not  the  same  dressing  as  the  Golden  Dun. — Ed.] 


SIZES  OF  THAMES  TROUT. 
Dear  Sib, — With  reference  to  the  above  matfer  I  have 
read  the  remarks  in  your  paper  in  favour  of  reducing  the 
takable  size  of  Thames  trout  from  16in.  to  12in.  with 
surprise  and  regret.  Personally,  I  should  rather  see  the 
standard  slightly  increased,  as  it  always  seems  a  pity  to 
take  a  fish  so  small  even  as  16in.,  when  in  a  year  or  two  it 
would  be  EO  much  a  grander  capture  and  give  so  much 
more  sport ;  also,  I  may  say,  that  baby  trout,  fished  for  at 
a  certain  place  at  the  proper  time  with  minnows,  gentles, 
or  worms,  are  no  trouble  to  citch,  and  what  sport  is  there 
in  it  ? 

We  have  gone  to  an  immense  amount  of  trouble  and 
expense  putting  in  trout  Sin.  to  12in.  long  up  and  down 
the  river,  and  if  they  are  to  be  caught  directly  they  are 
in — well,  at  the  least,  it's  a  waste  of  money.  On  the  other 
band,  putting  in  smaller  trout  does  not  give  good  results, 
as  they  cannot  look  after  themselves  against  their  many 
enemies.    I  do  sincerely  trust  that  we  may  look  for  and 
expect  every  assistance  to  protect  the  trout  in  the  Thames, 
and  to  further  the  good  work  of  preservation  that  we  have 
always  strived  to  do. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
J.  B.  G.  Hollowat 
(Member  and  Auditor  Henley-on-Thames 
Fisheries  Preservation  Association). 


Sir, — Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  footnote  to  my 
letter,  published  last  week.  As  undeniably  the  correct  thing 
to  do  before  carrying  the  suggestion  to  the  proper  authori- 
ties for  consideration  is  to  thoroughly  study  the  pros  and 
cons  of  the  matter,  may  I  ask  yon  to  give  publicity  to  the 
following  notes  on  your  footnote  ?  No  distinction  being 
made  on  p.  505  between  the  Upper  and  Lower  Thames, 
it  was  only  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  Thames  as  a 
whole  was  referred  to. 

Perhaps  my  experience  is  unique,  but  it  is  a  fact  that 
appeals  made  for  funds  solely  for  purchase  of,  and  preserva- 
tion of,  coarse  fish  have  met  with  no  greater  response  than 
general  appeals,  including  trout  as  well  as  coarse  fish. 
Prior  to  1893,  when  the  fishery  bye-laws  were  altered, 
12in.  or  lib.  trout  were  retainable,  and  there  was  no  real 
protest  against  the  adoption  of  the  16in.  standard. 

If  large  trout — and  by  this  I  mean  8in.  to  12in.  stock 
fish — are  no  more  secure  from  the  depredations  of  pike 
than  email  trout,  then  I  must  admit  that  money  has  been 
misspent,  and  the  theory  that  a  large  trout  is  better  able 
to  take  care  of  itself  than  a  small  one  is  incorrect ;  but, 
whereas  perch,  chub,  and  barbel,  as  well  as  pike,  are 
capable  of  devouring,  and  do  devour,  small  trout,  the 
three  former  fish  are  distinctly  "out  of  it"  if  larger 
stock  fish  are  used.  The  matter  of  "  time  "  to  catch 
trout  over  16in.  in  length  is  given  considerable  stress  ; 
but  those  who  are  anxious  to  catch  even  12in.  trout  legiti- 


mately will  find  that  "time"  is  by  no  means  the  sure 
and  only  road  to  success. — Yours  obediently, 

A.  Edward  Hobbs  (Hon.  Sec.  H.F.P.A.). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  NETTING  AND 
RE-STOCKING  FUND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  since  last 
repott  of  the  undermentioned  sums  with  thanks  : 

i     £  s.  d. 

B.  Williams,  Esq.,  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  110 

East  London  Piscatorials    12  6 

Stratford  Angling  Society    5  0 

St.  John's  Angling  Society   11  6 


2  10  0 

Yours  faithfully,       Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Treasurer). 


THE  HARDEN  DRY-FLY  ROD. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  Mr.  Chamberlain's  letter  in 
your  issue  of  last  week,  we  may  explain  that  the  register- 
ing apparatus  lately  designed  by  us  is  not  intended  to 
establish  data  for  correct  balances,  but  simply  to  register 
the  peculiarities  of  any  particular  rod  which  gives  satis- 
factory results,  in  order  that  it  may  be  reproduced  exactly. 
Therefore  it  is  unnecessary  for  him  to  await  any  further 
development  in  this  direction. 

If  by  some  proces?  of  calculation  lines  could  be  laid 
down  on  which  to  build  a  perfect  dry-fly  rod,  then  there 
would  be  no  further  need  for  manufacturers  to  make  so 
many  different  balances.  At  present  we  make  no  less  than 
four  typical  rods  for  this  work  which  are  absolutely 
different  in  action,  and  yet  all  are  approved  by  different 
people,  the  greatest  difference  being  twenty  vibrations  per 
minute. 

No  doubt  any  really  good  performer  could  make  decent 
work  with  any  of  these,  just  as  a  really  clever  shot  can  shoot 
decently  with  any  gun,  whatever  its  length  and  bend  of 
stock  may  be.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  men  who 
can  neither  shoot  nor  fish  well,  and  never  will. 

The  "  Harden  "  rod  might  not  suit  Mr.  ChamVerlain 
even  if  made  in  greenheart,  in  a  quality  to  suit  his 
requirements. 

Hs  srems  to  ns  to  be  in  the  position  of  a  man  desiring 
knowledge  and  yet  refusing  to  accept  it.  We  have  offered 
to  examine  his  rods  and  report  on  them  for  him  free  of 
any  charge,  snd  we  much  regret  he  does  not  accept  it. 
Why,  it  is  diflSoult  for  us  to  see  if  he  is  really  desirous  of 
the  information  he  pretends  to  seek. — Yours  faithmlly, 

Hardt  Brothers. 

London  and  North  British  Works,  Alnwiok. 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  THE  WINTER  MONTHS. 

Dear  Sir, — A  great  deal  has  been  written,  and  rightly 
and  most  usefully,  concerning  the  chances  of  sport  or 
otherwise  being  dependent  on  that  most  fickle  of  creatures 
our  English  weather  when  fishing  for  salmon,  trout,  and 
other  fish  not  described  as  "  coarse  "  fish.  But  I  think 
that  more  results  as  to  success  or  not,  when  angling  for 
pike,  especially  in  the  winter  months,  according  to  the 
weather,  would  be  of  general  interest  to  anglers.  Certiinly 
the  writer  would  be  very  grateful  if  any  of  your  readers 
would  give  him  their  opinions  as  to  how  the  weather  in 
our  winter  affects  pike  fishing. 

There  are,  I  believe,  some  well  known  general  rules, 
such  as  a  rough  day  is  good  for  spinning,  a  calm,  still, 
frosty  day  for  using  a  paternoster,  &c. ;  but  more  detailed 
particulars  would  be,  I  think,  of  great  use.  For  instance, 
should  the  weather  be  considered  as  an  important  factor 
or  not  ?  Does  extreme  cold  affect  some  waters  more  than 
others  ?  And  are  the  chances  equally  applicable  to,  say, 
a  river  like  the  Thames  or  Itchen  (which  holds  lurge 
pike)  as  to  a  piece  of  non-running  water  such  as  a  large 
reservoir  or  canal 

I  was  out  fishing  in  Berkshire  on  the  day  of  the  last 
great  gale  !  It  certainly  was  not  a  day  one  would  have 
chosen  to  fish  on,  and  we  were  literally  driven  from  the 
water  by  the  tremendous  force  of  the  wind  and  the 
drenching  rain.  Besides  which,  branches  of  trees  were 
coming  down  in  a  manner  which  might  have  been  highly 
exciting,  but  did  not  add  to  the  enjoyment  (?)  of  our 
fishing.  In  spite  of  this,  the  fish  were  on  the  feed,  and 
we  caught  one  nice  one  of  51b.,  and  lost  two  double  the 
size,  it  being  impossible  almost  to  keep  a  proper  tight  line 
when  striking,  in  the  short  time  (about  two  hours)  we 
were  out.  I  have  since  fished  the  same  water  most  care- 
fully, in  fairly  quiet  weather,  and  have  never,  as  yet, 
succeeded  in  again  running  the  fish  we  previously  lost.  If 
any  experienced  pike  anglers  would  kindly  give  their 
opinions  on  this  subject,  and  you  will  kindly  allow  their 
insertion  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  shall  be  very  grateful. 
-Yours  truly,  W.  H.  C. 

Newbury,  Berks. 


The  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  will  hold  a  pike  com- 
petition on  Friday,  Jan.  13,  at  Marlow.  Competitors  are 
to  assemble  at  the  Fisherman's  Retreat,  near  the  church, 
Marlow,  at  ten  o'clock,  returning  not  later  than  six 
o'clock.  The  usual  rule  as  to  examination  of  punts  will  be 
observed,  and  no  member  will  be  allowed  to  compete 
unless  his  subscription  for  the  current  year  be  paid.  It 
has  been  arranged  that  competitors  draw  lots  for  punts 
and  fishermen,  so  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  W.  H.  Gate,  will  be 
obliged  to  hear  as  early  as  possible  of  the  intention  of 
those  wishing  to  compete,  so  that  the  required  number  of 
fishermen  may  be  in  attendance.  Several  members  have 
arranged  to  go  down  to  Marlow  on  the  previous  Thursday 
evening.  Those  who  would  care  to  join  them,  and  will  let 
the  secretary  know  in  good  time,  will  have  beds  ordered 
for  them. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  14th,  1899. 


OPENING  OF  THE  SCOTCH  SALMON 
ANGLING  SEASON. 


Salmok  angling  opened  in  the  North  of  Scot- 
land daring  the  present  week.  The  Sutherland- 
shire  streams,  some  five  in  number,  including  the 
Thurso,  Borgie,  Naver,  and  two  others  of  smaller 
note,  threw  off  their  legal  fetters  once  more ;  and 
the  song  of  the  reel  commenced  again  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  last,  when,  in  fine  open 
weather  and  good  round  waters,  the  first  blood 
was  drawn.  What  success  has  met  the  first 
essays  of  these  far  north  anglers  has  not,  as  we 
pen  this,  yet  reached  our  ears ;  but,  judging  from 
past  experiences,  and  comparing  the  odds  pro  and 
con,  the  chances  are  that  really  good  sport  will 
be  got  should  sufficient  rods  be  forward  to  fully 
cover  the  various  waters  on  the  opening  days. 
The  Tay  and  its  majestic  arteries  follow  on 
Monday,  and  all  these  may  be  classed  together 
as  forming  the  first  group  of  early  salmon  rivers 
available  to  the  salmon  angler.  The  Tay  district 
is  down  for  the  loth  inst. ;  but  as  that  date  falls 
on  a  Sunday,  it  will  be  dawn  on  the  16th  before 
angling  is  legally  available  in  the  Perthshire 
valleys.  The  prospects  all  point  to  a  good  open- 
ing at  least,  whatever  like  the  rest  of  the  season 
may  be.    The  rivers  have  been  running  high  for 


months,  and  have  got  a  good  scour  out,  so  that 
the  waters  will  be  clear  of  debris  and  the 
bottoms  of  the  pools  and  lies  sweetened  by 
the  successive  floods.  A  slight  snowstorm, 
succeeded  by  frost,  has  been  experienced  in  the 
uplands ;  and  this  is  all  the  more  favourable 
as  it  will  bring  the  pools  down  to  their  normal 
level,  and  permit  of  more  waters  being  fished. 
The  only  danger  of  protracted  frost  is  the  forma- 
tion of  flotsam  overnight,  which  makes  it  always 
an  hour  or  so  later  before  a  cast  can  be  had  with 
safety  to  the  top-piece.  Flotsam,  or  "  grue,"  as 
the  Highland  gillie  calls  it,  accounts  for  many  a 
broken  top. 

From  all  accounts  from  rivers  along  the  east 
and  north  coasts  of  Scotland,  fresh  fish  have  been 
running  inland  since  the  middle  of  December ; 
and  the  appearances  on  the  coast,  from  observa- 
tions by  experienced  salmon  fishermen  accustomed 
to  read  the  signs  of  the  times,  confirm  the 
impression  that  fresh  spring  fish  are  forward  in 
bulk,  and  will  be  found  well  into  the  streams 
where  angling  has  commenced,  and  well  into  the 
upper  reaches  where  the  opening  days  are 
correspondingly  later  on. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  everything  now  depends 
on  the  continued  favourable  auspices  of  the 
weather,  and  should  no  great  storm  check  the 
progress  of  events,  not  only  may  a  good  opening 
be  anticipated  on  the  streams  where  angling  has 
just  commenced,  or  is  about  to  commence,  but 
also  on  the  Dee,  Spey,  Ness,  and  bulk  of  Scotch 
waters  which  open  on  the  11th  proximo,  or 
later  on. 

The  fish  got  on  the  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  and  main 
tributaries,  bar  the  Earn,  are  usually  of  heavy 
calibre.  They  not  unfrequently  scale  over  251b., 
and  from  18lb.  to  201b.  are  common  enough 
weights  on  this  magnificent  salmon  river  basin 
and  loch.  Those  on  the  Earn  and  kindred 
streams,  however,  are  lighter  fish,  and  resemble 
the  seven,  eight,  and  ten  or  twelve-pounders  got 
on  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  Beauly.  The  Ness  and 
Thurso  group  of  streams  yield  mostly  heavy  fish, 
resembling  the  Tay  fish  rather  than  the  lighter 
beauties  of  the  Dee  and  Spey.  The  fact  is  that 
these  heavier  fish  are  really  winter  fish  yet 
travelling  to  the  spawning  grounds,  which,  of 
course,  is  the  ultimate  aim  of  all  migrating  fish, 
while  the  lighter  weights  are  the  true  spring 
beauties,  and  generally  considered  last  year's 
grilse. 

The  difference  between  an  early  and  a  late 
river  is  determined  by  the  early  or  late  appearance 
of  spring  fish  in  its  waters.  The  Dee  and  Spey 
are  early  rivers  compared  with  the  Ythan, 
although  the  latter  stream  literally  lies  between 
the  former  two.  The  temperature  of  the  water  no 
doubt  determines  the  time  of  ascent  of  the  fish. 
Where  the  waters  are  warmed  in  a  long,  shallow 
basin  there  is  an  earlier  run  of  salmon  than  where 
the  stream  runs  deep  and  sluggish  over  a  cold 
bottom,  even  though  their  sources  may  all  spring 
from  the  same  mountain  range.  And  in  like 
manner  there  is  an  earlier  clearance  of  spent  fish 
in  the  river  with  the  higher  temperature  com- 
pared with  those  having  a  lower  register. 

The  kelt  must  always  be  reckoned  with  more  or 
less  during  the  early  spring  months,  and  on  the 
lower  and  middle  parts  of  the  river  more  so  than 
on  the  upper  parts. 

In  a  season  like  the  present  the  kelt  pest  is 
likely  to  be  reduced  to  its  minimum.  The 
spawning  season  was  a  very  early  one  with  the 
far  inland  fish,  and  these  have  been  falling  back 
to  the  sea  ever  since  the  close  season  commenced. 
True  the  spawning  operations  on  the  lower  and 
middle  waters  were  considerably  interrupted  by 
floods  during  November,  and  these  may  result  in 
a  superabundance  of  baggots  or  partially  spent 
fish  which  have  been  separated  from  their  mates, 
or  otherwise  hindered  in  the  work  of  parturition 

Thus,  although  many  more  baggots  may 
naturally  be  met  with  than  in  a  normal  year,  the 
chances  are  that  "  kelt  sport "  will  be  practically 
conspicuous  by  its  absence.  Instead  of  one  clean 
fish  to  half  a  dozen  or  so  kelts,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  reverse  will  happily  be  the 
order  of  the  day. 

Sea  trout  reaches  are  also  sharing  in  the  same 
favourable  auspices  which  presently  deign  to 
countenance  the  early  salmon  reaches.  What 
favours  the  one  favours  the  other ;  and  although 
the  spring  run  of  sea  trout  is  but  a  small  and 
short  lived  one  at  the  best,  even  on  such  streams 


as  the  Ythan  and  Ugie,  the  Findhom  and  the 
Beauly;  the  run  is  all  the  more  prolific  and 
certain  in  clear  waters  with  a  normal  temperature 
than  in  streams  of  snow  broth 

The  early  spring  angler  has  many  difficulties 
to  face  and  many  hardships  to  endure ;  but  with 
a  conscious  assurance  that  the  conditions  hitherto 
have  been  all  in  his  favour,  and  that  a  certain 
amount  of  sport  awaits  his  efforts,  as  far  as  the 
result  of  human  observation  and  knowledge  can 
go,  he  may  hopefully  look  forward  to  an  enjoyable 
time  of  it  should  the  present  weather  conditions 
hold  good. 

The  case  would  be  otherwise  had  the  winter  set 
in  with  the  early  severity  it  threatened  in  the 
early  days  of  November.  No  doubt  it  would 
have  been  better  for  the  season  later  on.  But 
'•  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,"  and  the 
early  spring  angler  has  only  to  think  of  himself, 
his  sport,  and  his  personal  comfort.  There  has 
practically  been  no  protracted  winter  weather  in 
the  north  of  Scotland  as  yet.  The  temperature 
has  been  above  the  normal,  and  on  one  occasion 
at  Heathcot  Hydropathic  Fi«hery,  Deeside,  the 
record  maximum  December  reading  of  observa- 
tions carried  on  during  the  past  thirty-five  years 
was  broken  when  the  thermometer  stood  at  105  in 
the  sun,  the  former  record  being  102. 

The  indications  are  all  in  favour  of  a  genial 
spring,  and  although  some  curling  stones  and 
brooms  have  been  out  in  the  higher  glens  about 
Braemar  and  such  altitudes,  the  ice  as  yet  has 
been  thin  and  the  game  short  lived. 

Whatever  they  may  be  later  on,  the  prospects 
for  the  present  of  the  opening  of  the  Scotch 
salmon  and  sea  trout  angling  season  are  of  the 
most  auspicious,  with  scarcely  a  cloud  to  darken 
the  horizon.  G.  M. 


SOFT  CRABS. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  12,  1898,  "  Nemo  " 
teUs  of  using  soft  crabs  for  bait,  and  I  am  tempted 
to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject,  telling  what 
we  use  on  this  side  of  the  pool.  We  have  several 
species  of  crabs,  but  not  your  big  one,  although 
on  our  Pacific  coast  we  have  the  Cancer  magister, 
measuring  2ft.  across.  Our  favourite  eastern 
crab  is  the  blue  crab,  which  grows  to  be  about 
7in.  across,  and  is  one  of  the  swimming  crabs.  In 
the  hard  state,  when  boiled,  it  is  superior  to  the 
big  European,  or  to  the  Californian,  crab.  It 
prefers  muddy,  weedy  bays,  and  would  be  an 
addition  to  the  European  fauna. 

While  this  crab  comes  to  our  markets  in  great 
numbers,  and  retails  for  a  shilling  for  one  or  two 
dozen,  it  is  as  a  soft  crab  that  it  is  expensive. 
Then  they  retail  for  2s.  or  4s.  per  dozen,  accord- 
ing to  size  and  supply.  Fried  suft  crabs  are  to  be 
had  in  every  hotel,  restaurant,  and  even  on  the 
market-stands  cold.  They  must  be  freshly  shed, 
so  that  the  skin  can  be  eaten.  The  stomach,  or 
sand-bag,  and  the  gills  are  the  only  parts  rejected. 
I  write  these  particulars  because  I  have  heard  that 
fried  soft  crabs  are  a  luxury  unknown  in  England. 
The  blue  crab  in  the  soft  state  is  in  season  from 
June  to  October.  When  the  waters  get  cold  we 
have  a  small  "rock  crab  " — a  crawler,  with  stumpy 
claws,  which  is  soft  in  winter,  but  is  not  plentiful. 

Our  salt-water  anglers  seldom  use  soft  crabs 
for  bait ;  they  prefer  them  a  day  or  two  before 
their  shells  are  cast,  and  then  they  are  "  shedder 
crabs,"  and  are  selected  by  tapping  the  sheU  with 
the  finger  and  noting  the  sound.  "  Nemo  "  tells 
of  a  man  who  threw  away  a  lot  without  waiting 
to  "  see  if  they  would  peel."  We  think  "  shedders  " 
the  best,  and  so  does  "  Nemo,"  who  tells  how  to 
use  them. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  European  crabs  further 
than  a  boiled  one,  about  a  foot  wide,  which  I  ate 
in  a  London  restaurant,  but  found  it  tough.  The 
experiment  was  a  success ;  aU  experiments  are, 
no  matter  how  they  turn  out — my  curiosity  was 
satisfied.  Your  correspondent  says  :  "  The  green 
crab  is  a  nuisance  when  in  good  health  and  spirits, 
but  a  useful  scavenger."  He  does  not  say  in  what 
manner  he  is  a  nuisance ;  perhaps  he  steals  bait, 
but  that  is  part  of  his  duty.  No  doubt  the  green 
crab  is  edible  if  large  enough  to  bother  with.  All 
the  crabs  on  my  visiting  list  are,  and  I  would  boil 
and  try  it  if  opportunity  offered. 

If  "  Nemo  "  or  any  other  of  yonr  readers  wish 
to  know  how  to  prepare  a  soft  crab  for  the  frying 
pan  I  will  tell  them,  and  if  soft  crabs  are  an  UH' 
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known  luxury  in  England,  as  I  have  been  told, 
then  I  will  be  pi-oud  of  introducing  them  into 
that  land  famous  for  good  living,  but  which  has 
no  terrapin,  canvas-back  duck,  nor  frogs  of  real 
edible  size.  When  the  crab — our  crab — sheds, 
and  is  fried,  there  is  a  delicate  sub-acid  flavour 
and  a  tenderness  unknown  at  any  other  time. 

Feed  Mather. 


FISHERMAN  OF  THE  DOVE  ( YORKS.) . 


Joseph  Duck,  farmer,  was  born  in  Farndale, 
a  valley  situated  a  few  miles  north  of  Kirby moor- 
side,  through  which  the  river  Dove  flows  for 
many  miles.  He  used  to  speak  of  Farndale  in 
his  younger  days,  when  it  consisted  of  a  few  farm- 
houses and  large  strays  of  open  moor.  "  Joe,"  as 
he  was  called,  early  took  to  fishing,  making  his 
own  rod  and  flies,  and  became  quite  an  expert  in 
the  noble  art.  Fly  fishing  was  his  favourite  pur- 
suit, and  proud  was  he  when  called  upon  to 
furnish  trout  for  the  numerous  sportsmen  when 
occupying  the  shooting-boxes  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  valleys.  On  one  occasion  the  writer 
met  him  in  old  age,  watching  a  party  of  fisher- 
men who  had  driven  over  twenty  miles  for  a  day's 
recreation  in  this  now  well  wooded  and  cultivated 
valley.  On  this  occasion  a  few  hours  sufficed  for 
procuring  two  well-filled  panniers  of  trout.  His 
son  William  succeeded  his  father,  and  I  can  speak, 
from  comparing  baskets  (when  meeting  him 
accidentally  on  the  Dove),  of  his  similar  success 
in  the  gentle  art.  His  grandson,  Joe,  now  over 
thirty  years  of  age,  is  a  noted  minnow  fisher,  who 
also  looks  like  keeping  up  the  record  as  to  age. 
The  present  rules  and  small  restrictions  have 
tended  to  reduce  the  number  of  these  Dale  fisher- 
men, who  still  keep  in  memory  their  lib.  9oz., 
21b.,  and  31b.  trout  captured.  On  one  occasion 
Duck,  assisted  by  his  son  William,  were  both 
employed  in  landing  a  fish  of  over  41b.,  which,  on 
being  prepared  for  cooking,  contained  another 
fully  6  in.  in  length.  Such  was  the  love  of 
sport  that  when  over  ninety  years  old,  Joe  was 
found  in  a  recumbent  position,  still  tempting 
these  cute  customers,  by  dibbing  with  short  line 
(not  being  able  to  throw  a  long  one) ;  a  child, 
however,  stood  a  distance  apart,  watching  lest  he 
fell  into  the  river.  The  present  Mayor  of 
Scarborough  and  many  other  young  sportsmen 
were  initiated  by  him  into  the  principles  of  the 
gentle  art.  Old  Joe  was  fond  of  shooting,  being 
the  only  one  in  the  dale  to  possess  a  game  licence 
(costing  then  £4  a  year).  He  also  became  hunts- 
man, and  in  one  season  nineteen  and  a  half  brace 
of  foxes  were  killed,  but  he  regretted  being 
unable  to  make  it  twenty.  It  was  recorded  in  a 
local  newspaper  that  at  one  time  hares  were  so 
numerous  that  his  hounds  had  to  be  employed  to 
thin  their  number,  during  a  fine  day's  hunting 
no  less  than  100  being  killed.  Eventually  a 
broken  thigh,  caused  from  a  fall,  led  to  the  death 
of  "  Old  Joe,"  who  otherwise  might  have  lived 
a  few  more  years.  His  landlord,  the  Earl  of 
Feversham,  took  a  great  interest  in  "  Joe,"  and 
kindly  sent  a  wreath  to  be  laid  on  the  coffin  at 
his  funeral  in  Farndale,  where  he  died  on  Dec.  15, 
1890,  aged  102  years. 

Tickets  are  now  issued  by  the  Earl  of 
Feversham  for  these  streams  at  a  nominal  charge 
of  one  shilling  a  week.  J.  C.  Frank. 


A  FISHING  TOUR  IN  SWEDEN. 


For  many  years  my  chief  desire  had  been  to 
pay  a  visit  to  some  of  our.  northern  rivers  for 
fishing,  and  last  year  a  couple  of  friends  of  mine 
and  I  made  up  our  mind  to  go  for  a  trip  up  along 
the  Lulea  waters.  Everything  was  all  right,  the 
journey  planned,  maps  procured,  the  waters  and 
falls  well  studied,  fishing  tackle  prepared,  plates 
for  our  cameras  packed,  &c.,  but  in  the  last 
moment  my  two  fellow  travellers  broke  their 
promise,  having  got  "  lawful  excuse,"  as  they 
called  it.  And  thei-e  I  was  alone  with'  my  longing 
for  these  new  unknown  waters  and  grand  scenery. 
All  seemed  to  come  to  nothing,  as  going  alone,  no 
doubt,  offered  but  poor  pleasure  compared  with 
going  with  some  jolly  fellows  of  the  same  mind. 
For  a  fortnight  I  was  in  a  miserable  state  of  mind, 
cursing  such  ten)is  as  "  lawful  excuse,"  and  was 
prepared  to  stop  at  home  like  a  good  boy,  when 
all  of  a  sudden  I  received  a  letter  from  myjold 


friend  Professor  L.,  in  Stockholm,  a  keen  sports- 
man and  an  excellent  fisherman,  asking  me  to 
join  bim  on  a  similar  trip  as  I  was  about  to  do. 
I  did  not  keep  him  waiting  long  for  my  answer, 
and  after  some  few  messages  by  telephone, 
everything  was  settled.  Some  few  days  after  we 
find  ourselves  on  board  one  of  the  steamers 
plying  between  Stockholm  and  LuleS,  and  after 
three  days'  pleasant  voyage  we  land  in  the  harbour 
of  Lule&.  We  came  just  in  the  nick  of  the  time 
to  catch  the  train  for  Murjeck  Railway  Station, 


as  the  horse  station  is  situated  a  couple  of 
miles  from  the  railway  station. 

At  Storbacken,  Koskats,  and  Jockmock  you  can 
get  pretty  good  food,  but  for  the  other  part  of 
the  journey  you  must  arrange  for  your  own 
provisions,  as  the  only  food  you  can  get  from  the 
people  living  further  up  along  the  LuleS,  water 
is  bread  and  butter  and  milk.  Another  way 
from  Lulea,  to  Storbacken  is  to  go  by  steamer  up 
the  river.  It  is  a  splendid  passage,  with  lots  of 
beautiful  views,  but  it  takes  more  time  than 


A  Bkst  on  TDK  Hank. 


At  the  Kajtum  Palls. 


where  we  had  to  leave  the  rail  and  drive  by  road 
about  thirty-six  miles  to  Jockmock,  crossing  the 
LuleS-  river  by  ferry  at  Storbacken,  a  pretty  good 
little  inn,  where  we  exchanged  horses,  and  then 
passing  Koskats,  another  little  inn,  where  we  also 
got  fresh  horses.  Before  leaving  LuleS-,  wire  or 
send  a  post-card  to  "  Skjutsanstalten  i  Murjeck  " 
to  meet  you  at  the  railway  station  with  can-iage 
and   horses.     This  will  save  you   some  time. 


the  other  one  by  rail  and  road.  If  you  can  read 
a  bit  of  Swedish,  buy  a  copy  of  "  Svenska 
Turistforeningen's  resehandbok  II.,"  where  you 
will  find  this  latter  way  fully  described,  and 
which  little  book  will  give  you  some  good 
information  for  the  whole  journey.  ""'I  •  •) 

Well,  after  a  rather  rattling  and^shaking' drive 
in  one  of  these  most  uncomfortable  carriages  in 
which  you  have  to  drive  in  this  part]  of  the 
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country,  we  arrived  at  last  at  Jockmock,  a  little 
village,  where  we  made  acquaintance  with  the 
doctor  of  the  place  and  his  wife.  They  invited 
lis  to  a  little  picnic  to  the  grand  waterfall, 
Kajtum,  close  to  the  village.  The  water  looked 
rather  fishy,  but  we  were  told  it  was  not  much 
use  to  try  fishing,  as  the  timber  sailing  down  in 
masses  had  spoilt  the  fishing.  Meanwhile 
Kajtum  and  the  fall  above  Akatsch  were  grand 
sights.  Here  I  exposed  a  plate  of  our  company 
taking  cafEe  and  punah  along  the  river,  but  could 


the  bank  to  next  lake,  and  there  take  another  boat, 
and  so  on.  "  On  a  bright  summer  morning  we 
pursued  our  way,  as  happy  as  a  robin  when  he 
trills  his  lay,"  and  had  our  first  rowing  on  the 
lake  Varkijaure.  Now  and  then  a  ripple  from  a 
rising  fish  was  to  be  seen  on  the  calm  surface.  In 
the  distance  we  heard  the  murmur  of  a  waterfall, 
where  we  arrived  after  an  hour's  rowing.  The 
streams  and  eddies  looked  rather  inviting,  but  it 
was  at  noon,  and  we  had  an  almost  roasting  sun, 
so  we  did  not  make  any  fishing  attempts.  We 


I'.iRKi.iAUR  Falls  (lowkr  part.) 


On  the  Saggat. 


not  get  in  the^chief  fall  owing  to  the  sunlight  not 
being  in  a  favourable  direction. 

Next  day  we  left  Jockmock  and  our  agreeable 
acquaintances  and  set  out  for  about  sixty-five 
miles'  rowing  up  the  waters  for  Kvickjock.  From 
Jockmock  the  Lulei  water  does  not  form  a  river, 
but  rather  a  series  of  imaller  and  larger  lakes, 
with  falls  between  them.  The  falls  are  not 
passable  with  boat,  and  you  have  to  walk  along 


went  ashore,  and  walked  up  to  the  next  lake,  had 
another  boat,  and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  the 
grand  fall  at  the  Parkijaur.  Here  we  had  made 
up  our  mind  to  try  fishing  in  earnest.  The 
waters  were  said  to  contain  lots  of  beautiful  trout 
— big  lake  trout — grayling,  and  coregonus.  The 
very  first  evening  we  rigged  up  our  rods  and  went 
on.  It  waB  agreed  the  Professor  should  try 
ti^olling  ttom  a  boat  in  the  lake  ju«t  above  the 


falls,  a  place  where,  as  a  rule,  you  will  meet  with 
the  biggest  fish,  at  least,  this  time  of  the  year. 
We  were  now  in  the  end  of  July.  I  myself  bad 
to  try  my  luck  from  the  bank,  in  the  rapids  and 
eddies.  My  first  cast  was  a  couple  of  medium 
sized  lake  flies,  and  after  some  throws  I  got  a  bite. 
It  was  a  gi-ayling,  and  then  another  grayling,  and 
so  on.  I  exchanged  my  fly  for  a  light  spoon 
—  outside  silver,  inside  gold  —  and  got  a 
pretty  good  trout  and  some  more  grayling. 
But  that  big  trout,  always  in  my  visions, 
I  did  not  hook.  Sometimes  I  had  a  look 
a*  the  Professor  on  the  lake,  and  he  seemed 
to  be  very  busy.  When  he  came  ashore  he  had  a 
nice  basket — a  couple  of  lake  trout  (respectively 
61b.  and  71b.),  a  dozen  large  gi-ayling  (averaging 
141b),  and  one  coregonus.  All  these  fish  he  got 
on  a  2in.  Devon  Spinner.  This  was  the  first  time 
I  saw  a  coregonus  taken  on  a  Devon.  I  never 
heard  they  would  take  any  bait  in  the  shape  of  a 
fish.  With  small  flies,  however,  they  offer  some- 
times very  good  sporf.  Particularly  in  Finland 
fly  fishing  for  coregonus  is  often  practised.  The 
middle  of  June  is  the  best  time,  and  you  throw 
your  flies  in  that  yellowish  white  foam  just 
below  a  perpendicular  fall.  There  they  congre- 
gate, and  readily  take  the  fly. 

The  following  days,  or,  rather,  nights,  we  landed 
lots  of  fish,  mostly  grayling,  but  also  many  a  fine 
trout,  as  a  rule  from  51b.  to  81b.  in  weight.  We 
got  only  one  grand  fish,  that  took  down  my  1.51b. 
steelyard  to  the  bottom.  Probably  it  weighed 
161b.  or  171b.  The  people  living  here  told  us  that 
much  bigger  trout  were  taken  by  trolling  (from 
201b.  to  251b.)  about  the  end  of  August.  This  is 
also  my  experience  vis-a-vis  the  big  lake  trout. 
You  seldom  find  them  near,  or  in,  the  rivers  before 
that  time.  I  suppose  that  about  the  end  of 
August  they  commence  feeling  the  approach  of 
the  spawning  season,  and  gi-adually  go  up  or  down 
in  the  rivers.  Then  you  will  have  a  chance  of 
finding  them  in  shallow  waters,  among  the  rocks 
and  in  the  eddies,  where  they  will  take  the  fly,  or 
any  suitable  bait,  some  weeks  before  they  com- 
mence spawning.  It  was  a  pity  we  could  not 
stay  tiU  the  end  of  August,  to  see  whether  it 
proved  true.  Now  we  could  do  nothing  but 
trolling  up  in  the  lake  if  we  expected  to  catch  a 
big  trout.  If  you  are  satisfied,  however,  with  fish 
up  to  21b.,  you  have  the  best  opportunity  you  can 
wish  both  in  the  streams  and  on  the  flats  between 
the  streams,  using  your  single-handed  lift,  trout 
rod  and  ordinary  trout  flies.  The  fish  seemed  to 
prefer  dark  flies :  March  Brown  (male  fly).  Dark 
Coachman,  August  Brown,  and  similar'.  A 
little  fly,  with  dark  claret  worsted  body,  gold 
ribbed,  Coch  -  y  -  bondhu  hackle,  and  brown 
mallard  wing  did  well.  As  for  hackle  flies  I  used 
Orange  and  Partridge  (very  good),  Coch-y-bondhu 
or  Marlow  Buzz,  and  Zulu  di-essed  in  Palmer 
style  and  silver  twisted.  The  Zulu  was  the  best 
fly  for  grayling.  Almost  all  my  gi-ayling  when 
fly  fishing  were  got  on  the  Zulu,  although  I  had 
some  other  standard  grayling  flies  on  the  same 
cast,  such  as  Red  Tag  and  Fern  Fly.  It  was 
marvellous  how  fond  they  were  of  that  little  black 
fly.  Sometimes  I  had  three  Zulus  on,  and  very 
often  hooked  two  or  three  grayling  at  one  time. 
In  our  southern  rivers  the  Red  Tag  is  the  fly 
"  par  preference  "  for  grayling.  The  flies  were 
not  dressed  on  smaU  hooks.  A  No.  4  eyed  sneck 
Pennell  hook  seemed  to  be  a  good  medium  size. 
You  have  to  wade  out  among  the  stones,  and, 
with  your  little  single-handed  rod,  throw  yoxxr  flies 
up  or  across  the  current.  On  the  edge  of  the  main 
curi«ent  you  will  find  the  best  fish. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  AMENITIES  OP  ANGLING,  AND 
FISHING  AS  A  FINE  ART. 


I  WILL  begin  my  subject  with  this  truism,  that 
"  Coui'teousness  should  always  be  observed 
amongst  anglers."  It  is  seldom  that  I  have  met 
with  anything  but  civility,  and  in  many  instances 
with  kindnesses,  from  true  lovers  of  the  sport.  My 
fii'st  acquaintance  with  the  late  Francis  Francis 
and  George  Selwyn  Marriott  was  (on  different 
occasions)  made  at  a  river's  side.  They,  as  I  had 
not  the  fly  trout  were  taking,  generously  spared  me 
a  few  of  theii-s,  of  which,  by  the  bye,  they  had  not 
many  left.  A  true  fisherman  never  hurries  along 
a  river  in  advance  of  a  companion,   "  skimming  " 
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the  water,  thus  disturbing  and  "  putting  down  ' 
the  fish,  but  he  angles  fairly,  carefully,  and 
quietly,  taking  the  river  by  sections  in  turn  and 
turn  with  his  friends,  and  when  moving  to 
another  place  keeps  some  distance  away  from  the 
river  bank,  so  as  to  give  others  every  chance  of 
having  sport.  When  the  fishing  has  ended,  a 
true  angler  shows  no  greed  for  the  best  and 
largest  fish,  but  is  content  with  a  fair  division,  or 
with  those  he  capttired  himself.  In  one  instance 
on  a  recent  occasion,  my  experience  was  other- 
wise. The  fish  captured  were  perch,  of  which 
some  of  the  largest,  including  two  3qrlb.  and 
3^lh.  each,  were  caught  by  myself.  My  com^ 
panion  offered  to  separate  and  pack  the  fish  while 
I  was  assorting  and  packing  the  tackle.  My  fine 
specimens  he  exchanged  for  much  smaller  ones,  and 
conveyed  them  to  his  home.  I  never  recovered 
them,  for  he  had  them  "  set  up  "  in  a  glass  case 
as  his  own  captures.  A  true  angler  will  observe 
as  a  very  strict  rule,  that  when  he  is  introduced  to 
private  water  he  is  not  to  solicit  that  fishing 
for  himself,  on  the  sly,  and  without  his  friend's 
knowledge.  Such  conduct  is  unsportsmanlike 
and  reprehensible.  I  regret  to  say  that  thus  I 
have  thrice  been  treated  by  people  I  introduced 
to  private  fisheries ;  but  they  were  not  anglers  in 
the  true  meaning  of  the  word.  The  whisky  flask, 
tobacco  pouch,  and  sandwich  case  should  be 
always  at  the  service  of  a  brother  fisherman,  who 
may  have  forgotten  to  bring  either  with  him ;  and 
the  veteran,  who  possibly  is  a  past  master  in  the 
art  of  angling,  should  be  ever  willing  to  give 
instruction  to  beginners,  and  impart  information 
to  any  others  who  may  be  making  their  first  visit 
to  strange  water,  and  thus  help  them  to  obtain 
sport. 

Looking  at  the  text  of  my  subject,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  deduction  to  be  arrived  at  by  the 
words  fishing  "as  an  art"  is  that  it  means  practical 
skill  guided  by  rules  and  methods  in  accomplish 
ing  certain  things,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
angler  reducing  his  observations  and  experiences 
to  everyday  practice.  Having  thus,  and  perhaps 
imperfectly,  sketched  that  which,  to  my  idea, 
forms  the  basis  of  an  art,  I  will  try  to  show  how 
that  word  may  be  applied  to  the  recreation 
beloved  by  most  of  my  readers  by  dealing  with  a 
few  branches  of  the  angling  art  from  a  practical 
standpoint,  but  adding  thereto  certain  thoughts 
and  some  experiences  of  my  own. 

I  need  hardly  dwell  on  the  antiquity  of  angling. 
Those  of  my  readers  who  have  found  solace  in 
the  "  sweet  friendship  of  books  "  know  that  the 
Egyptians  were  catchers  of  fish,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  were  skilful  in  the  use  of  the  angle ;  also 
that  Homer,  Pliny,  and  Oppian  each  added  his 
quota  to  the  history  of  the  craft,  bearing  witness 
that  they  knew  of  certain  "  fools,"  who  were 
content  to  sit  at  one  end  of  a  pole,  and  dangle  a 
thread  and  hook  with  a  worm  at  the  other. 

Shakespeare  tells  us  how  that  Cleopatra, 
addressing  her  royal  lover,  Antony,  said,  "  Give 
me  mine  angle — we'll  to  the  river  :  there,  my 
music  playing  far  off,  I  will  betray  tawny- 
finned  fishes " ;  and,  "  as  I  draw  them  up,  I'll 
think  them  everyone  an  Antony,  and  say,  '  Ah, 
ah,  you're  caught.'  "  The  "  dusky  jade  "  bowled 
Antony  as  clean  as  a  whistle,  and  fairly  captured 
him.  This  was  her  mode  of  fishing,  and  from  her 
point  of  view  I  venture  to  think  that  her  per- 
formance was  part  of  the  art  of  angling.  I  can 
conceive  nothing  more  delicately  artistic  than  the 
outfit  of  a  reaUy  skilful  fly  fisher.  His  rod,  with 
its  perfect  balance,  its  power,  its  spring,  and 
capacity  of  "  give  and  take,"  delicate  as  the  wrist 
of  a  high-born  woman,  which  at  will  can  become 
rigid  as  a  thin  bar  of  steel,  giving  way  and  break- 
ing by  brute  force  alone.  Look  at  the  perfect 
make  of  his  plaited  silk  running  line,  and  his  reel 
with  just  so  much  tension  on  the  "  check  "  as  will 
prevent  the  line  overlapping  with  the  rush  of  a 
game  and  determined  trout.  Examine  his  taper 
gut  cast,  the  end  or  point  strand  of  it  fine  as  hair 
from  his  lady's  tresses;  and  his  artificial  flies, 
the  "  cream  "  of  perfection ;  and  if  by  the  use  of 
artificial  imitations  of  any  of  the  great  variety 
of  insect  life  used  as  lures  by  the  angler,  he  has 
with  a  few  feathers  deceived  the  wary,  keen- 
sighted  trout,  and  made  it  believe  that  the  imita- 
tion is  a  natural  fly,  and  he  prevails  on  it  to  seize 
the  imitation,  then  I  maintain  that  artificial  fly 
fishing  is  beyond  comparison  the  most  elegant 
and  skilful  of  all  branches  of  the  angler's  art, 
and  is  par  excellence  the  science  of  angling.  Let 


us  for  a  moment  consider  the  trout  spinner, 
whether  of  the  Thames,  Kennet,  Avon,  or  any 
other  river,  as  he  stands  behind  the  buttress  of  a 
weir,  or  shelters  himself  as  much  as  is  possible 
behind  the  paddles  of  the  rymers.  Below  him 
thunders  an  avalanche,  a  torrent  of  glistening 
ever  changing,  foam  flecked  water.  The  surface 
of  the  weir  pool  is  one  dancing  mass  of  tumbling 
waves,  save  where  the  eddies  seem  subtly  to  glide 
back  towards  the  weir  head  in  oily,  black  streams 
of  trembling  water. 

Here  lies  a  grand  fario ;  and  just  imagine,  if 
you  please,  under  such  circumstances,  the  fierce 
rapture  of  a  run.  With  one  upward  dash,  swift 
as  that  of  a  bolt  from  the  clouds  hanging  purply. 
blue  overhead,  and  shadowing  the  water,  the 
great  trout  has  seized  your  tiny  bleak,  and  firmly 
fixed  it  in  his  jaws.  His  first  move  will  be  to 
dash  under  the  sill  of  the  weir,  and,  once  under 
recollect  the  victory  is  not  yours.  You  must 
hold  on  like  grim  death,  withal  the  touch  of  an 
angel.  If  you  defeat  his  little  game,  he  flies 
upwards,  and  leaps  out  of  the  water,  and  then 
if  he  does  not  break  you  by  falling  over  the  line 
he  goes  down  the  pool  at  the  pace  of  an  express 
engine.  Do  not  forget  that  the  angler  all  this 
time  has  a  couple  of  feet  only,  in  the  breadth  of 
the  weir  beam,  between  himself  and  eternity.  He 
has  to  kill  that  grandly  game  fish  with  a  torrent 
roaring  and  boiling  beneath  him.  So  that,  I  take 
it,  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  art  of  angling.  It  is 
strange,  but  none  the  less  true,  that  eight  or  nine 
out  of  every  dozen  of  the  anglers  of  London,  and 
probably  other  large  popiilations,  are  wedded 
to  the  pursuit  of  roach  fishing.  Every  Lea 
"  roachist "  has  a  long  18ft.  rod  in  its  jean  case, 
and  with  this  is  tied  up  the  handle  of  his  landing 
net.  With  his  rod  over  his  shoulder,  and  slung 
from  the  butt,  but  resting  on  his  broad  back,  is 
the  well-known  square  basket  or  box  seat,  without 
which  the  true  roach  fisher  never  sets  out.  I  may 
tell  those  of  my  readers  who  possibly  have  never 
seen  roach  fisheimen  on  the  Lea,  something 
about  the  manner  in  which  they  set  to  work.  In 
the  first  place  the  rod,  which  (as  I  have  already 
said)  is  18ft.  in  length,  is  built  of  the  very  best 
white  Carolina  or  West  India  cane,  as  free  as  is 
possible  from  buiTs  and  knots,  the  canes  being 
specially  picked  for  the  manufacture. 

Stiffness,  with  pliability  throughout  their  entire 
length,  is  one  great  thing  that  is  always  looked 
for ;  and  yet  they  have  an  immense  amount  of 
give  and  take  in  the  very  fine,  though  short,  top 
joint  and  the  immediate  connecting  joint.  They 
taper  beautifully  from  the  butt  to  the  slender  top 
of  split  cane  or  lance  wood  ;  are  light  as  possible 
in  the  hand,  with  no  superfluous  weight  attached 
in  the  shape  of  rings  or  heavy  metal  fittings,  anfl 
are  altogether  perfect  weapons,  suited  for  a  very 
perfect  branch  of  the  art  of  angling.  A  trout  rod 
should  be  a  trout  rod,  and  nothing  else ;  a  pike 
rod,  a  pike  rod ;  and  a  roach  rod  should  be  equally 
distinct. 

Observe  the  "  roachist's  "  delicate  line  of  single 
hair,  possibly  pulled  from  a  bay  stallion's  tail ; 
take  notice  of  his  float,  so  exquisitely  shotted 
that  the  mere  drag  of  a  floating  leaf,  or  the 
clinging  touch  of  a  bit  of  weed,  instantly  pulls  it 
under ;  the  shot  placed  in  perfect  symmetrical 
order ;  while  his  fine  wire  hook  is  not  much 
thicker  than  an  eyelash  plucked  from  his 
mistress's  azure  orbs,  or  eke  of  jetty  hue. 

How  has  this  result  been  obtained  P  Because 
thinking  minds  have  applied  themselves  so  closely 
to  this  special  branch  of  angling,  that  roach 
fishing  has  become  an  absolute  art  in  itself.  As 
to  the  question  of  baits  for  roach  fishing,  they  are 
few  in  number  and  very  simple,  and  without 
touching  upon  the  merits  of  pearl  bai-ley,  wheat, 
wasp  grubs,  &c.,  I  may  say  that  one  of  the  best  is 
the  inside  crust  of  a  loaf,  cut  into  very  small 
cubes  to  fit  the  hook ;  or  a  paste  made  of  stale 
crumb  of  bread  just  moistened,  and  well  worked 
up  in  the  palm  of  a  cleanly  hand. 
:  Gentles  are  capital  bait  during  winter,  or  the 
tail  of  a  lobworm  in  either  summer  or  winter, 
when  floods  have  caused  a  rise  in  the  streams, 
and  probably  coloured  the  waters.  In  ground- 
baits  the  roach  fisherman  seldom  uses  anything 
but  a  stiff  paste  made  of  bread  and  bran.  He 
soaks  his  bread  overnight,  and  next  morning 
squeezes  the  surplus  water  away,  and  then  adds  a 
quantity  of  bran,  working  it  up  in  his  hands 
until  he  gets  a  paste  tough  as  putty,  and  with 
this  he  baits  his  swim  with  pieces  about  as  large 


as  a  good  sized  walnut.  A  practice  uncommonly 
good  at  those  times  when  roach  are  exceedingly 
shy,  and  will  scarcely  feed  to  the  hook-bait  under 
any  condition,  is  this  :  If  using  gentles  or  paste 
on  the  hook,  take  a  little  of  this  tough  ground- 
bait  and  nip  it  on  to  the  two  shots  which  are 
usually  put  on  the  hair  or  gut  about  Sin.  above 
the  hook.  When  the  float  is  thrown  gently  up- 
stream the  extra  weight  causes  it  to  sink,  but  the  < 
angler  lifts  it  carefully  along  until  it  reaches  the ' 
spot  or  place  where  the  roach  are  supposed  to  be, 
and  the  whole  way  it  comes  down  the  stream  this 
little  bit  of  bread  and  bran  keeps  flaking  off  in 
small  particles,  which  are  wonderfully  attractive 
to  the  roach.  Both  practice  and  experience  prove 
that  the  fish  will  then  feed  better  than  they  have 
been  doing  previously,  when  only  the  bait  itself 
had  been  floated  time  after  time  down  the  swim. 
This  is  not  only  a  "  wrinkle  "  worth  acquiring, 
but  is,  I  conceive,  pertaining  to  the  art  of  angling, 
and  the  man  who  discovered  or  invented  the  use 
of  the  little  bit  of  bread  and  bran  over  the  hook- 
bait,  was  not  only  a  philosopher  and  an  artist,  but 
a  benefactor  to  his  fellows  of  such  an  extraordinary 
calibre,  that  he  was  deserving  of  a  tomb  in  West- 
minster Abbey.  Alfred  Jaedine. 


SOME  TIPS  BY  A  VETERAN  CLEAR- 
WATER WORM  FISHERMAN. 
{Continued  from  page  460.) 


AsHETON  Smith,  the  great  fox  hunter,  used  to 
hold  that  any  fool  could  ride.  It  took  a  horse- 
man to  know  how  to  fall !  And  in  illustration  of 
his  meaning  (it  is  some  thirty-five  years  since  I 
read  his  book)  he  averred  that  in  his  county 
(Leicestershire,  I  feel  almost  sure,  and  with  the 
"  Quorn ")  there  was  not  a  fence  of  any  size  in 
any  of  the  four  sides  of  a  field  in  the  district  that 
he  had  not  had  "  a  fall"  at.  This  seems  tall  talk, 
but  a  reference  to  his  work  would  soon  settle  the 
point ;  and  if  I  lie,  "  'tis  not  with  my  good  will." 

Now,  I  would  not  like  to  make  out  a  parallel 
case  in  fishing.  Indeed,  it  would  not  be  possible. 
But  just  as  most  huntsmen  try  to  clear  their 
fences  well,  and  regard  "a  spill"  as  a  thing  to 
be  avoided,  so  do  most  clear-water  worm  fisher- 
men regard  what  are  called  unorthodox  methods 
with  distrust.  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  class 
of  men  who  would  never  put  a  shot  on  the  line, 
be  the  wind  ever  so  high,  or  the  stream  ever  so 
rapid  or  deep,  or  both,  and  who  lose  accordingly 
on  the  occasions  when  a  shot  is  indicated.  But 
there  are  circumstances  which  favour  the  intro- 
duction of  so-called  unorthodox  methods.  I  can 
recall  the  head  of  a  stream  on  the  Deveron,  not 
far  below  Tun-iff  Bridge,  where,  in  low  water, 
the  whole  volume  of  the  river  ran  between  rocks, 
and  was  deep  and  strong,  with  a  deep  eddy  on  the 
further  side.  I  used  to  fish  it  up  first  in  the 
orthodox  fashion,  but  generally  did  little  or 
nothing  when  I  came  up  to  the  neck,  which  was 
narrow. 

I  used  to  lie  as  low  as  possible,  and  not  disturb 
the  water  needlessly  on  the  way  up. 

When  I  came  to  the  top,  or  nearly  so,  and  the 
place  was  apparently  fished  out,  I  then  sat  down 
on  the  gravel  bed,  with  my  waders  and  legs  in  the 
water,  and  gave  the  place  a  short  rest,  eating  my 
sandwich,  or  taking  a  nip  out  of  my  flask.  Then, 
putting  on  one,  or  even  two,  shot,  I  prepared  for 
action,  as  I  impaled  a  bright  worm  on  the 
Stewart "  tackle. 

I  fished  the  eddy  at  my  own  side  first.  Then  I 
tackled  the  centre  current,  and  then  the  deep 
eddy  at  the  further  side,  and  I  generally  added 
three  or  four  really  good-sized  trout  to  my  basket, 
which  would  never  have  even  seen  the  worm  if 
I  had  confined  myseK  to  orthodox  methods.  I 
fished  near  the  bottom,  where  the  large  predatory 
trout  lay.  I  maintain  that  it  is  folly  to  pass  such 
places  over,  or  to  fish  them  without  a  sinker. 

Once  on  the  same  fine  river,  when  the  streams 
were  fished  to  death  by  the  orthodox  worm 
fishermen,  I  was  sauntering  up  the  river  rather 
listlessly,  and  I  do  not  know  what  instinct  tempted 
me  to  do  so,  but  I  tried  a  place  which  ninety- 
nine  out  of  a  hundred  clear-water  worm  fisher- 
men would  have  pronounced  useless.  Above  was 
a  smooth,  deep  pool,  and  it  emptied  itself  into  the 
next  pool  so  gently  that  there  was  no  "  stickle  " — 
no  stream  with  a  gravel  bed,  but  a  kind  of  smooth 
surfaced  glide,  running  over  some  sunken  rocks  and 
stones,  with  a  good  deal  of  weed,  and  al'  ^f 
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uniform  depth,  just  deep  enough  for  wading,  and 
with  eddies  and  "  swirly  bits,"  caused  by  the 
resistance  of  these  large  submerged  stones. 

I  waded  on  very  carefully,  and  fished  up  every 
yard  of  water  with  a  fine  cast  and  one  small  shot. 
Note  :  I  could  see  almost  every  stone.  It  was 
experimental,  very.  All  the  same,  I  got  quite  a 
fine  lot  of  trout  out  of  that  place,  another 
instance  that  "the  gangin'  fit's  aye  gettin'," 
i.e.,  the  going  foot  is  always  getting  (something), 
even  if  it  be  only  some  new  experience. 

Poor  old  "  Black  "WUlie "  used  to  say  on  the 
Tay,  when  he  was  anxious  for  me  to  get  a  run, 
"Oh  dear,  sir,  try  anither  flee,  there's  naethin' 
beats  a  trial ! "  And  I  would  recommend  all 
young  and  intelligent  anglers  to  try  at  times 
unlikely  places  and  methods  called  unorthodox, 
and  to  remember  that  "  there's  naethin'  beats  a 
trial. 

At  other  times  (and  here  a  shotted  line  is 
especially  contra-iudicated,  and  must  not  be 
thought  of)  there  is  occasionally  some  very  pretty 
fishing  to  be  had  in  smooth  parts,  notably  weirs 
and  "  cauld  pools,"  with  just  a  gentle  current,  if 
that.  In  tributary  streams  sometimes  a  cauld 
pool  will  afford  capital  sport  to  the  advanced 
worm  fisherman,  but  not  unless  the  trout  are 
moving  aboiit  near  the  surface  looking  for  flies,  and 
finding  one  now  and  again.  There  is  no  prettier 
fishing  with  the  clear-water  worm  than  this, 
but  it  only  comes  off  occasionally :  only  when  it 
does  come  off.  it  leaves  a  memory  behind  it  full  of 
delight,  for  it  is  difficult  fishing,  yet  pretty  sport. 
Take  any  tributary  of  the  Tweed,  such  as 
Manor  Water,  Gala  Water,  Leader  Water :  or  the 
Kale,  or,  better  still,  the  Jed,  that  most  charming 
but  overfished  stream,  both  tributaries  of  the 
Teviot. 

It  is  getting  on  in  the  season,  say,  July  20,  and 
the  trout  in  the  rapid  streams  are  shy  from  over- 
fishing. The  fisherman  has  arrived  at  the  bottom 
of  a  certain  cauld  pool  or  weir,  with  a  cliff  at  the 
further  side  overhung  with  trees.  A  gentle 
summer  zephyr  is  passing  upwards,  creating  a 
series  of  tiny  wrinkles  on  the  surface.  The  sun 
is  shining,  but  is  tempered  by  a  few  dark  clouds, 
which  occasionally  obscure  it. 

A  slight  boil  in  the  centre  of  the  river  and  one 
near  the  further  side  indicates  that  the  breeze 
has  shaken  a  few  flies  from  off  the  branches 
which  overhang  the  pool. 

The  angler  smUes,  and  his  heart  is  glad  within 
him.  He  may  not  bring  back  a  huge  basketful  of 
trout,  but  evei-y  trout  he  takes  will  be  worth  a 
Jew's  ransom,  for  nothing  but  skill  can  command 
success  under  such  circumstances. 

To  a  .3yd.  cast  of  fine  drawn  gut  is  attached  a 
Stewart  tackle,  No.  2  hook,  and  a  tiny  moss  worm, 
beautifully  pink,  or,  even  better,  a  blue-headed 
worm,  with  its  pink  tail  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
is  duly  impaled  (no  shot),  and  the  fisherman, 
armed  with  his  fly  rod,  say,  one  of  Mr.  Forrest's, 
lift,  in  length  (from  that  to  ll^ft.),  is  ready. 

It  is  absolutely  essential,  first,  that  he  do  not 
show  himself,  and  that  the  sun  is  not  at  his 
back.  If  he  is  young  and  active  he  can  kneel,  or 
even  crawl,  if  he  sees  a  good  trout  rising  at  his 
own  side  ;  but  when  he  begins  to  enter  the  water, 
under  no  circumstances  must  he  wade  rapidly,  for 
a  wave  sent  across  the  pool  will  "  put  down " 
every  rising  trout.  This  cannot  be  too  much 
impressed  on  the  tyro.  It  is  all  very  well  in 
a  full  water  in  early  spring  when  trout  are 
famished. 

At  last  he  is  within  reach  of  a  rising  trout.  The 
line  flies  out  perfectly  straight,  and  the  small 
worm  lands  close  to,  and  a  little  behind,  the  fish, 
whose  pale  form  he  can  just  perceive  above  him. 
At  times  this  cast  behind  the  trout  is  deadly.  He 
turns,  and  before  he  has  time  to  make  a  careful 
inspection,  he  has  taken  it  in  his  month.  The  point 
of  the  rod  does  the  rest,  and  in  no  time  number  one 
is  secured.  Another  trout  is  seen  rising  close  to 
the  sandstone  cliff,  on  the  further  side,  but  a  tree 
interferes  with  the  freedom  of  the  cast.  The 
knowing  angler  wades  gently  up  and  across  tiU 
he  is  within  easy  casting  distance.  Then,  grasp- 
ing his  gut  line  a  little  above  the  Stewart  tackle, 
and  holding  his  rod  almost  on  a  plane  with  the 
river  (line  and  rod  of  about  equal  lengths),  he 
makes  hia  rod  bend  like  a  bow,  and  then,  releasing 
the  tension  sharply,  the  line  skims  sideways  over 
the  surface,  and  very  neatly  sails  under  the  over- 
hanging Vxjugh.  Of  course,  this  is  no  place  for 
the  doner,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  trout  has 


that  worm  like  a  flash ;  for  even  in  rivers  open  to 
the  public  such  spots  are  but  seldom  fished. 
Reason  why !  He  is  a  good  trout,  l^lb.,  and  gives 
a  good  bit  of  sport,  and  in  due  course  is  placed  in 
the  creel.  And  so  the  day  goes  on.  He  who 
deems  worm  fishing  to  be  beneath  his  dignity 
should  have  one  such  experience,  and  I  think  he 
would  be  a  convert. 

Early  in  the  season  it  is  useless,  for  trout  have 
not  yet  taken  to  feeding  on  the  worm,  and  if  you 
cast  a  worm  at  a  trout  rising  at  the  fly  on  an  April 
day  you  are  seldom  rewarded.  The  artificial  fly 
then  will  kill  far  more  trout. 

In  my  own  opinion,  this  particular  form  of 
clear-water  worm  fishing  (in  a  low  bright  water 
in  July,  and  more  so  in  August)  demands  a 
higher  amount  of  skill  than  does  fly  fishing 
upstream  with  three  flies  in  the  early  spring 
months,  and  infinitely  more  than  what  Mr. 
Harvie-Brown  describes  so  aptly  as  "  Flailing 
downstream."  Doesn't  Mr.  Brown  give  them 
"  sauce  " — Harvie  sauce  forbye — these  "  flailers  !  " 
I  thank  him  for  expressing  my  feelings,  and 
though  I  occasionally  am  obliged  to  cast  down- 
stream more  or  less,  I  know  exactly  what  he 
means  to  convey.  I  am  not  a  slave  to  any  one's 
teaching,  and  always  try  to  adapt  myself  to 
circumstances. 

I  may  just  add  that  it  is  not  always  necessary 
to  place  the  worm  (in  a  still  pool)  behind  a  trout ; 
indeed,  it  is  very  difficult  to  do ;  but  I  have  found 
that  if  the  first  throw  is  just  in  front  of  a  trout's 
nose  when  he  is  thinking  of  seeing  a  fly,  he  very 
often  turns  tail  and  bolts  downstream.  His 
reasons  I  have  yet  to  discover.  The  sudden 
though  trifling  splash,  as  the  worm  alights  (splash 
is  not  the  word — it  is  too  severe),  or  the  fact  that 
"  the  unusual "  has  alarmed  the  timid — as  is 
often  the  case  with  bipeds— or  that  Mr.  Trout  does 
not  like  his  dinner  almost  dropped  into  his  mouth, 
but  prefers  to  seek  it ;  the  result  is  the  same — he 
bolts  !  Whereas,  if  thrown  on  either  side  to  begin 
with,  or  near  his  tail,  if  he  won't  turn  round  you 
can  try  a  throw  in  front,  but  I  hold  it  is  safer  not 
to  commence  with  this  throw. 

Of  com-se  every  hovering  trout  should  be  tried, 
whether  rising  at  the  fly  or  no.  I  remember  one 
old  friend  describing  such  a  day,  and  I  am  sure 
he  will  never  forget  it.  It  is  a  rare  event  to  find 
rising  trout  in  a  pool  keen  on  the  worm,  but  when 
it  comes  off  it  is  a  thing  to  be  remembered. 

E.  M.  ToD. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  LOWER  AND  MID-THAMES  : 
WHERE  AND  HOW  TO  FISH  IT. 
{Contimied  from  page  7.) 

Bt  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Barbel. 

"  Jghs  Bickbedyke"  gives  some  very  good 
instructions  on  the  manner  in  which  lob  worms 
should  be  scoured.  He  says :  "  A  good-sized 
earthenware  pot  should  be  two-thirds  filled  with 
damp  moss,  sphagnum  is  the  best,  and  the  worms 
put  on  the  top  of  the  moss.  They  quickly  work 
through  to  the  bottom.  The  moss  should  be  kept 
damp,  and  changed  every  two  or  three  days,  and 
dead  worms  removed.  In  changing  the  moss  it  is 
not  necessary  to  pick  out  all  the  worms.  The 
plan  is  to  turn  out  the  old  moss  and  worms  on 
the  ground,  half  fill  the  pot  with  fresh  moss,  and 
put  the  old  moss  and  worms  on  the  top.  The 
live  worms  work  down  into  the  fresh  moss, 
and  the  old  moss  containing  the  dead  worms 
can  be  easily  removed.  The  pot  should  be  kept 
in  a  duU  place.  A  little  milk  poured  over  the 
moss  is  supposed  to  hasten  the  scouring  process. 
In  three  days  the  worms  are  generally  ready  for 
use.  Need  I  say,  that  the  cleanest  and  most 
lively  ones,  especially  those  without  knots  in 
them,  should  be  placed  on  the  hook,  and  the 
coarser  ones  thrown  in  for  ground  bait."  Barbel 
can  be  taken  by  using  float  tackle,  but  this 
method  is  seldom  adopted  on  the  Thames, 
though  they  are  often  caught  when  roach  fish- 
ing. In  "  roving  "  for  barbel,  the  angler,  having 
found  what  appears  to  him  as  a  suitable  swim, 
throws  in  some  ground  bait,  and  after  taking 
two  or  three  fish,  moves  to  another  likely  spot. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Manley,  speaking  of  the  pleasures  of 
barbel  fishing,  says  :  "  The  nervous  excitement  of 
the  most  pleasurable  kind  which  the  barbel  angler 


experiences  is  better  felt  than  descril^ed,  as  it 
transcends  that  elicited  by  the  bobbing  of  a  float 
at  the  nibbling  of  a  fish,  and  may  even  be  com- 
pared to  that  produced  by  the  splashing  rise  of  a 
salmon  or  lusty  trout  at  your  fly,  if  it  does  not 
actually  exceed  it.  Indeed,  it  is  a  piscatorial 
sensation,  partly  mental  and  partly  bodily,  which 
penetrates  ad  ima  medulla.,  and  as  the  Devonshire 
folks  say,  makes  one  '  cream  '  from  top  to  toe." 

Chub, 

' '  A  fish  of  quicker  eight  than  the  chub  does  not  swim  in 
English  waters."— CnoLMONDELEY  Pennell. 

With  the  exception  of  trout,  no  fish  that  swims 
in  the  Thames  gives  the  angler  greater  hopes  or 
causes  him  more  disappointment  than  the  chub. 
It  is  essentially  a  shy  and  wary  fish,  but  neverthe- 
less a  voracious  biter  when  he  sees  no  danger 
ahead.  Walton  says  he  is  "the  fearfuUest  of 
fishes,"  by  which,  of  course,  he  means  the  most 
timid  ;  and  he  will  sink  down  towards  the  bottom 
of  the  river  "  if  even  a  bird  flies  over  him  and 
makes  the  least  shadow  on  the  water."  In  semi- 
clear  water,  or  even  if  the  flood  is  rolling  thickly 
down,  he  will  seize  any  toothsome  morsel  which 
comes  in  his  way.  But  if  the  stream  be  perfectly 
clear,  the  sun  warm,  and  the  chub  in  a  lazy 
mood,  then  it  requires  the  utmost  skill  to  catch 
him.  Watch  a  school  of  chub  basking  in  the 
sunshine  on  a  summer's  afternoon  under  some 
favoured  bush,  from  which  occasionally  a  fat  cater- 
pillar drops  into  the  water.  The  splash  caused  by 
its  falling  perhaps  induces  the  largest  fish  to  turn 
and  suck  in  the  insect.  But  these  fish  have  learnt 
a  certain  amount  of  wisdom,  and  if  the  "  gentle 
art  "  is  tried  upon  them,  the  probabilities  will  be 
that  the  school  of  fish  will  disperse.  Even  the 
shadow  of  a  rod  will  send  them  into  the  depths,  and 
an  hour  may  elapse  before  they  return  again  to  the 
surface.  Vibrations  on  the  bank  are  also  fatal  to 
sport,  and  it  therefore  behoves  the  angler  when  in 
search  of  chub  to  be  very  cautious  how  he 
approaches  the  water  he  intends  to  fish.  If  he  is 
fortunate  enough  to  take  two  or  three  fish  from  one 
swim  he  should  be  satisfied,  and  move  to  another, 
as  the  water  becomes  disturbed,  and  the  other  fish 
consequently  take  fright.  Roving  for  chub  is  very 
profitable,  and  the  best  places  to  fish  are  under 
the  boughs,  overhanging  banks,  or  some  quiet 
eddy.  If  float  fishing,  the  Nottingham  style — fine 
and  far  off — should  be  adopted,  and  the  baits  in  the 
warmer  months  should  consist  of  either  a  bit  of 
cheese,  tail  of  lob  worm,  a  ball  of  paste,  or  a  prawn. 
A  winter  bait  of  pith  and  brains  is  irresistible,  and 
the  following  rules,  suggested  by  T.  F.  Salter, 
the  author  of  "  The  Angler's  Guide,"  should  be 
useful :  "  Take  some  pith  of  the  backbone  of  an 
ox,  and  cut  it  into  small  pieces,  nearly  the  size  of 
a  cherry,  to  bait  the  hook.  The  buUoek's  brains 
are  to  be  chewed,  and  spit  out  of  yom*  mouth  into 
the  water,  as  ground-bait  to  entice  the  chub. 
Plumb  the  depth,  and  fish  close  to  the  bottom ; 
you  may  kill  some  at  mid- water  or  a  little  lower, 
but  more  at  the  bottom.  This  method  is 
practised  during  the  winter,  when  chub  retire  to 
deep,  still  holes,  where  you  must  angle  for  them, 
and  fear  not  taking  very  heavy  fish,  for  at  this 
season  chub  are  immoderately  fond  of  the  above 
bait.  Note.  —  Chewing  and  spitting  out  the 
brains  into  the  water  for  ground-bait  is  called 
'  blowing '  of  brains ;  but  as  many  anglers  feel 
great  objection  or  antipathy  to  the  chewing  of 
raw  brains,  when  that  is  the  case  they  should 
prepare  them  as  follows :  Take  as  many  bullocks', 
cows',  or  calfs',  or  sheeps'  brains  as  will  nearly  fiU 
a  quart  pan,  cut  them  into  small  pieces  with 
scissors  (and  if  you  pound  them  in  a  mortar 
afterwards  it  will  be  better) ;  now  mix  the  brains 
carefully  with  bran  and  some  house  sand,  and 
cast  it  into  the  water  in  small  quantities ;  repeat 
it  occasionally  whilst  you  are  angling."  If 
cheese  is  used  for  bait,  the  parings  should  be 
thrown  in  first,  and  be  followed  by  the  float  carry- 
ing the  bait.  In  fishing  near  the  boughs,  which  is, 
as  a  rule,  the  best  place  to  catch  chub,  no  rypeck 
or  weight  should  be  used  to  secure  the  boat  or 
punt.  If  there  is  anyone  accompanying  the 
angler,  he  should  catch  hold  of  a  twig  or  bough, 
otherwise  the  boat  should  be  fastened  by  the 
painter,  i;aking  care  that'  none'  of  titeHsranch es 
are  snapped  off.  This  method  ensui-es  a  certain 
amount  of  quietude,  and  is  consequently  not 
likely  to  startle  the  fish.  The  angler  then  throws 
in  his  gi-ound  bait,  and  commences  to  fish.  Let 
the  float  swim  close  to  the  bushes,  and  allow  the 
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line  to  run  easily  through  the  rings  of  the  rod  in 
order  to  prevent  any  dragging  or  jerking  of  the 
float.  After  the  latter  has  travelled  as  far, 
say,  as  25yds.  (in  clear  water),  gently  wind  up 
the  line,  and  repeat  the  operation,  if  not  success- 
ful after  seven  or  eight  efforts  pass  on  to  another 
likely  swim.  It  is  a  very  good  plan  to  engage  a 
boat,  and  then  prevail  upon  some  passing  launch 
to  tow  you  upstream.  AH  the  boughs  can  then 
be  fished  on  the  retm-n  journey  in  the  manner  just 
described.  In  the  months  of  Jidy  and  August  fly 
fishing  for  chub  is  successful  if  one  can  make  a  long 
cast  well  in  under  the  boughs,  or  over  the  shallows. 
The  best  flies  are  the  Marlow  Buzz,  large  Red  or 
black  Palmers,  or  the  Coachman,  and  if  tipped  with 
a  gentle,  often  induces  the  fish  to  take  the  bait.  It 
requires  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  the  fish  before  making  a  cast.  A 
large  bunch  of  gentles  (for  chub  are  fond  of  a  large 
bait),  if  thrown  as  a  fly,  will  often  succeed  during 
the  warm  weather  when  all  other  efforts  fail,  but 
never  stand  in  the  boat  whilst  making  the  cast. 
Another  method  of  catching  chub  is  by  using 
dead  frogs  as  bait.  They  shotdd  be  cast  as  in 
jack  fishing,  and  the  bait  should  be  worked  after 
the  "  draw  and  sink  fashion."  Crayfish  tail  is  also 
an  especially  fascinating  bait.  Immediately  after 
a  chub  is  hooked  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  it 
from  rushing  among  the  weeds,  as  there  is  no  fish 
more  likely  to  attempt  to  escape  by  getting  the 
line  hitched  into  some  obstacle  than  the  chub. 
(To  be  continued.) 


THE  ENGLISH  EMERSONS.* 


It  is  something  indeed  to  say  of  a  family  that 
in  all  its  branches,  and  in  all  its  history,  it  has 
never  yet  included  a  single  member  who  has  dis- 
honoured the  name.  But  that  is  the  proud  boast 
of  Mr.  Emerson  in  his  preface  to  this  genealogical 
history  of  his  kith  and  kin.  "  Sacrificing  every- 
thing for  freedom  to  worship  God  in  their  own 
way,  they  have  ever  maintained  that  independence 
of  mind,  chivalrous  honour  and  courage  which 
first  started  them  in  a  small  vessel  across 
the  great,  stormy,  and  comparatively  unknown 
Atlantic  Ocean,  in  1638,  to  settle  in  the 
wilds  amongst  blood-thirsty,  cunning,  and  brave 
savages."  The  author  modestly  estimates  that 
the  book  can  be  of  value  only  to  the  members  of 
the  family  and  the  few  antiquaries  who  care  for 
such  things,  but  in  one  particular  at  least  it  is  of 
the  deepest  interest  to  literary  men  both  in 
England  and  America.  This  is  the  detailed 
history  of  the  discovery  of  the  English  con- 
nections of  Ralf  Waldo  Emerson,  now  poet  and 
essayist.  It  took  three  years  of  hard  and  unremit- 
ting work  to  trace  the  connection,  and  at  last,  after 
passing  every  English  county,  and  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  "through  a  coarse-meshed  strainer,  as 
it  were,"  the  goal  was  found  at  Bishop  Stortford, 
whence  the  family  connections  migrated.  Pictures 
are  given  of  the  town,  of  the  church,  and  of 
property  held  by  Thomas  and  his  father  before 
his  emigration  to  Ipswich,  Massachusetts;  as 
well  as  a  short  pedigree  of  the  family,  and  a 
suggestion  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Virginian 
Emersons.  This  is  all  new  material,  and  not  con- 
tained in  Professor  B.  K.  Emerson's  "  Emersons 
in  America."  Bishop  Stortford,  then,  is  the  home 
of  the  Ipswich  Emersons,  and  Dr.  Emerson  pre- 
sumes that  it  will  in  future  be  added  to  the  list 
of  shrines  which  American  visitors  to  this  country 
never  miss.  The  first  chapter  of  the  book  will 
also  appeal  to  many  other  families  besides  the 
Emersons  proper,  the  etymology  of  such  names 
as  the  Emerys,  Empsons,  Emsons,  Emetsons, 
Emotsons,  Embertons,  Emertons,  Amorys, 
Emarys,  Ems,  Eminsons,  and  Amysons  being 
discussed.  The  appendix  of  authorities,  too, 
is  valuable,  and  will  prove,  with  its  references  to 
thousands  of  other  names  than  that  of  Merson,  of 
endless  interest  to  antiquaries  and  geologists. 
Not  the  least  interesting  feature  of  the  work  is 
the  fully  illustrated  biographical  sketch  of  the 
writer's  career.  One  important  point  remains  to 
be  added.     All  the  copies  of  the  book  are 


•  The  English  Emersons :  a  Genealogical  Historical 
Sketch  of  the  Family  from  the  earliest  Times  to  the  end 
of  the  Seventeenth  Century,  including  various  modern 
Pedigrees,  with  an  Appendix  of  Authorities.  By  P.  H. 
Emerson,  M.B.,  B.A.  (Cantab),  distinguished  in  litera- 
ture and  art,  a  keen  sportsman,  and  old  contributor  to 
the  F.  G. 
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numbered  and  signed,  and  the  edition  is  strictly 
limited.  If  any  surplus  remain  at  the  end  of  the 
present  year,  the  author  announces  his  intention 
of  withdrawing  them  from  the  market,  the  moral 
of  which  is  that  would-be  buyers  must  not  wait 
"  for  a  fall." 

This  very  nicely  got  up  and  illustrated  work  is 
published  by  Mr.  David  Nutt.  We  hope  to  refer 
to  it  again,  and  possibly  give  an  illustration  from 
Dr.  Emerson's  life  on  the  Broads. 


MR.  WHITTY'S  ILLUSTRATED 
PRICE  LIST. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  new  price  list 
of  Mr.  Henry  Whitty,  of  15,  Basnett- street,  Liver- 
pool. Mr.  Whitty  is  the  successor  of  Edmond- 
son's  well-known  fishing  tackle  business,  estab- 
lished in  1819,  and  we  are  a  little  surprised  to 
find  that  he  has  not  got  among  his  flies  the 
"  Edmondson,"  which  figures  as  a  prime  favourite 
in  so  many  angling  books  as  a  good  killer,  espe- 
cially in  Wales.  If  Mr.  Whitty  has  not  the 
di-essing,  we  shall  be  happy  to  give  it  to  him. 

Mr.  Whitty's  list  is  well  and  fully  illustrated, 
and  we  notice  that  he  is  making  a  special  feature 
of  split  cane  rods,  with  and  without  steel  centres, 
and  has  a  capital  assortment  of  rods  and  tackle 
for  every  description  of  angling.  At  the  end  of 
the  price  list  he  gives  a  diary  for  booking  weights 
of  fish  taken. 

It  may  interest  some  of  our  amateur  and  pro- 
fessional rod-makers  to  know  that  Mr.  Whitty 
imports  East  India  canes  and  various  kinds  of 
seasoned  timber  for  rod-making. 


THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  LIBRARY. 
{Continued  from  page  5.) 

By  Val  Conson. 
In  1806  came  "  The  Driffield  Angler,"  by  Alex. 
Mackintosh,  "  with  full  directions  for  baits,  and 
the  manner  of  making  artificial  flies  for  every 
month  in  the  season,  &c."  He  has  a  list  of  thirty- 
five  artificial  flies,  and  gives  a  brief  description 
of  how  to  di'ess  them,  which  is  now  somewhat 
obsolete. 

In  1808  Thomas  Fredk.  Salter  produced  his 
"  Hints  to  Anglers,"  which,  under  the  name  of 
the  "  Angler's  Guide,"  ran  through  some  eleven 
editions,  of  which  two  bear  no  date.  The  last 
dated  edition  is  the  result  published  in  1841.  He 
says  in  the  1830  edition  :  "  The  artificial  flies  sold 
at  the  fishing  tackle  shops  are  principally  made  from 
the  directions  given  by  Bowlker,  of  Shrewsbury, 
and  perhaps  have  been  but  little  improved  during 
the  last  century  " ;  but  he  quotes  with  approval 
Capt.  Williamson's  "  Angler's  Vade  Mecum  "  and 
Bainbridge's  "  Flyfisher's  Guide."  He  gives 
"  concise  directions  for  making  an  artificial  fly," 
which,  however,  r\m  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  pages. 
His  list  of  flies  only  comprises  a  dozen,  and  he 
rather  neglects  the  Ephemerae. 

The  same  year  (1808)  produced  Capt.  T. 
Williamson's  "  The  Complete  Angler's  Vade 
Mecum,"  a  work  of  some  originality.  Other 
editions  appeared  in  1822  and  1825.  Only  a  small 
section  of  its  300  pages  is  devoted  to  fly  dressing. 
The  list  of  flies  he  gives  is  small,  and  among  the 
patterns  are  some  not  precisely  novel.  They  are 
divided  into  classes,  and  careful  directions  for 
making  are  given. 

T.  F.  Salter  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  R. 
Salter,  who,  in  1811,  published  "The  Modern 
Angler,  being  a  practical  treatise  on  the  art  of 
fishing,  &c.,"  in  a  series  of  letters  to  a  friend.  He 
gives  dressings  of  twenty-nine  patterns,  and 
recommends  that  they  should  be  dressed  on  No. 
9  or  10  hooks  for  rapid  streams,  but  for  slow, 
deep  streams  on  No.  5  or  6. 

George  Cole  Bainbridge,  to  whom  reference 
has  already  been  made,  published  in  1816  a  work 
entitled  "  The  Flyfisher's  Guide,  illustrated  by 
coloured  plates,  representing  upwards  of  forty  of 
the  most  useful  flies,  accurately  copied  from 
natui'e,"  and  it  is  remarkable  as  containing  the 
first  attempt  at  illustrating  the  natural  flies  in 
colours.  As  was  only  to  be  expected,  the  plates 
are  not  all  that  Is  claimed  for  them  on  the  title 
page,  being  somewhat  to  seek  both  in  drawing 
and  colouring.  But  still,  they  mark  a  distinct 
advance  in  the  literature  of  the  subject.  The 
first  edition  ia  highly  valued,  and  always  com- 
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mands  a  good  price  In  the  market.  The  instruc- 
tions for  fly  dressing  are  brief,  but  they  are 
Illustrated  by  a  plate,  which,  though  it  cannot  be 
called  a  success  either  of  draughtsmanship  or 
colom-ing,  was  no  doubt  of  material  assistance  to 
the  tyro. 

Wm.  Carroll  followed  hard  in  1818  with  "  The 
Angler's  Vade  Mecum,  containing  a  descriptive 
account  of  the  Water  flies,  &c.  The  whole 
represented  by  twelve  coloured  plates."  This 
work  contains  no  less  than  195  flies,  most  comically 
drawn,  having  a  most  curious  resemblance  to  the 
tubby,  straight-bodied  flies  built  nowadays  for 
di-y-fly  fishermen,  so  that  one  could  almost 
imagine  that  the  artificial  had  been  the  model 
from  which  the  artist  had  evolved  his  present- 
ment of  the  natural.  The  length  and  the 
helplessness  of  the  legs  attributed  to  the  insects 
depicted  are  very  comical.  He  says  naively : 
"The  advantage  of  a  work  like  this  must  be 
obvious,  not  only  in  forming  a  selection,  but  in 
dressing  the  flies.  From  the  difficulty  there  must 
be  in  trusting  to  the  memory  for  their  various 
tints,  every  attention  has  been  paid  in  that  respect, 
as  the  flies  were  painted  from  when  In  the  full 
perfection  of  their  colours.  There  are  twelve 
plates,  etched  and  coloured  by  hand  in  order  to 
bring  them  the  nearer  to  the  natural  tints. 
Various  names  are  given  to  the  water  flies  in 
diiferent  parts  of  the  country.  I  have  therefore 
taken  the  method  of  numbering  them  as  I  took 
them  off  the  water."  But  the  descriptions  of  the 
flies  show  much  better  observation  than  the 
dressings  would  lead  one  to  suppose.  There  is  an 
immense  variety  of  Midges  given. 

About  dressing  these  flies  nothing  is  said  by 
this  author.  He  merely  gives  a  brief  catalogue 
of  the  feathers  required  for  the  art,  and  leaves  the 
matter  there. 

"  The  Angler,"  a  poem  by  Thomas  Pike 
Lathy,  in  ten  cantos,  with  "  Rules  to  make 
Artificial  Flies,"  is  probably  not  a  very  serious 
contribution  to  the  literature  of  the  art.  It 
appeared  in  1819. 

SIi"  Humphrey  Davy's  work,  "  Salmonia,"  con- 
tains some  references  to  fly  making,  and  a  brief 
dissertation  on  the  fly  dresser's  entomology  as 
then  understood ;  but  It  contains  little  to  bring 
it  within  the  catalogue  of  fly  dressers'  books.  He 
identifies  the  Dun  Cut  as  the  Yellow  Fly.  He 
mentions,  in  addition,  the  Red  Alder  (Welsh- 
man's Button),  White  and  Brown  Moths,  Willow 
Fly,  Cowdung  ("chiefly for  grayling"),  Grannom, 
Blue  Dun,  July  Yellow  Dun,  Brown  Fly  (March 
Brown),  and  the  Red  Spinjier. 

The  Rev.  Jas.  Rennie  produced  "  The  Alphabet 
of  Scientific  Angling  for  the  Use  of  Beginners  " 
in  1833.  It  gives  dressings  of  some  twenty-one 
flies,  and  names  a  number  of  others,  without 
either  describing  them  or  their  dressings.  Other 
editions  followed  in  1836  and  1849. 

In  1835  came  Thomas  Tod  Stoddart's  "  Angler's 
Companion  to  the  Rivers  and  Lochs  of  Scotland." 
He  devotes  a  chapter  to  fly  dressing,  and  another 
to  flies.  But  his  treatment  of  the  mechanics  of 
dressing,  like  that  of  nearly  all  writers,  though  in- 
telligible enough  to  the  initiated,  would  never 
enable  a  beginner  to  dispense  with  other  help.  He 
takes  so  much  for  granted  instead  of  assuming 
that  his  reader  knows  nothing,  and  he  only 
describes  one  process.  He  is  one  of  the  very  few 
writers  who  gives  a  life-like  illustration  of  a  really 
good  cock's  hackle,  but  he  neglects  the  hen 
hackle,  which,  for  the  wet  fly  dresser,  Is  really 
more  important. 

The  next  work  Is  perhaps  the  most  important 
in  the  whole  history  of  the  literature  of  the  sub- 
ject, "  The  Fly  Fisher's  Entomology,"  by  Alfred 
Ronalds.  With  it  modern  fly-dressing  literature 
may  be  said  to  begin.  It  contains  a  brief 
description  of  each  of  the  natural  Insects,  and  of 
its  artificial  imitation,  with  a  coloured  repre- 
sentation of  both.  If  it  cannot  be  affirmed  of  the 
plates  of  natural  flies  that  they  are  scientifically 
accurate,  they  are  at  least  quite  the  best  pictures 
of  the  natural  insect  that  have  ever  been  pro- 
duced, and  are  sufficiently  accurate  for  all  practical 
purposes.  The  book  holds  its  own  to  this  day.  A 
second  edition,  with  an  additional  plate,  appeared 
in  1839.  Other  editions  followed  in  1844,  1849, 
1856  (revised,  with  additions  by  "Piscator"),  1862 
(for  which  new  plates  were  prepared),  and  1877. 
This  Is  a  book  which  no  fly  fisher  should  be 
without.  It  ia  not  difficult  to  obtain  a  copy,  but 
the  fii-st  edition  fetches  some  25b.   The  fly  di-ess* 
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ing  instructions  are  by  no  means  exhaustive, 
being  limited  to  one  method  of  dressing  a  winged 
fly  and  one  of  making  a  double  hooked  Palmer. 
They  are  eked  out  with  a  plate  of  illustrations 
less  creditable  to  the  artist  than  those  of  the 
flies. 

Ronalds  haunted  the  Dove  and  the  Blythe.  In 
1838  we  have  another  work  from  the  same  neigh- 
bourhood, the  "  True  Treatise  on  the  Art  of  Fly 
Fishing,  Trolling,  ic,"  as  practised  on  the  Dove 
and  "  on  the  principal  streams  of  the  Midland 
Counties,  applicable  to  every  trout  and  grayling 
river  in  the  empire,"  by  Wm.  Shipley ;  edited  by 
Edward  Fitzgibbon,  Esq.  From  the  preface  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  work  is  written  by  Mr. 
Edward  Fitzgibbon  (who  afterwards  wrote  as 
"  Ephemera ")  from  the  notes  of  Wm.  Shipley's 
father  (then  eight  years  dead),  with  the  assistance 
of  Wm.  Shipley.  It  contains  an  elaborate  series 
of  rules  for  dressing  different  kinds  of  flies,  with 
comparisons  with  the  methods  of  Best,  Cotton, 
and  Bainbridge.  There  is  also  a  long  list  of 
patterns  from  January  to  September,  the  March 
patterns  being  recommended  for  October,  and  the 
February  patterns  for  November;  while  for 
December  the  author  invites  the  angler  to  give 
the  river  a  rest.  The  patterns  are  by  no  means 
stereotyped,  and  are  well  worth  attention.  The 
book  is  a  good  one,  and  it  is  somewhat  strange 
that  no  subsequent  edition  was  ever  issued. 

This  was  a  prolific  period  in  angling  literature. 
In  1839  the  "  British  Angler's  Manual "  came  from 
the  pen  of  Mr.  T.  C.  Hofland,  the  godfather  of 
Hofland's  Fancy.  It  is  a  beautifully  illustrated 
book  witb  a  list  of  some  forty-six  artificial  flies, 
of  which  the  author  of  "  Recollections  of  Fly- 
fishing for  Salmon,  Trout  and  Grayling"  says, 
"  I  found  about  fourteen  good  for  general  use.  The 
others  might  now  and  then  kill  a  fish.  So  would 
any  fly."  There  are  no  instructions  in  the 
mechanics  of  fly  making. 

A  second  edition  appeared  in  1841,  and  a  third, 
revised  and  enlarged  byE.  Jesse,  in  1848.  The 
third  appears  the  most  popular  edition.  It 
contains  some  perfunctory  instnictions  in  fly 
dressing,  which  are  attributed  to  Capt. 
Richardson,  probably  a  periodical  writer. 

The  year  1839  saw  also  the  publication  of  Capt. 
Clarke's  "  Angler's  Desideratum."  This  book  is  a 
little  one  of  some  forty-eight  pages,  being  quaintly 
arranged.  There  are  directions  for  dressing 
winged  flies,  illustrated  with  some  rather  comical 
but  highly  instructive  cuts.    This  list  of  flies  is 


short — five  in  number.  The  author  seems  to  have 
been  accustomed  to  fishing  with  seven  flies  at  a 
time,  but  he  recommends,  for  bright  weather,  a 
single  fly  dropped  into  the  ring  of  the  rise.  His 
"  rapid  stream  tackle  "  is  ingenious,  and,  according 
to  his  account,  most  successful. 

In  1840  Messrs.  Blackwoods  published,  in  Edin- 
burgh, John  Tounger's  work  "  On  River  Angling 
for  Salmon  and  Trout,"  of  which  I  have  been 
unable  to  see  a  copy.  John  Younger  was  a  shoe- 
maker at  Kelso,  a  famous  local  angler  and  fly- 
dresser.  Reminiscences  of  him  occur  in  Hender- 
son's "  My  Life  as  an  Angler." 

In  1840  came  Blaine's  "  EncyclopaBdia  of  Rural 
Sports,"  including  angling.  It  contains  a  con- 
siderable list  of  flies,  with  an  attempt  at  entomo- 
logical classification.  In  1858  a  new  edition, 
revised  and  corrected  by  the  industrious 
"Ephemera,"  was  given  to  the  world,  and  yet 
another  in  1870. 

In  1841  Theophilus  South  (Edward  Chitty) 
brought  out  "The  Flyfisher's  Text  Book."  It 
was  reissued  in  1845,  with  additional  woodcuts 
and  twelve  engravings,  as  "  The  Illustrated  Fly- 
fisher's Text  Book."  It  is  charmingly  illustrated 
with  steel  engravings,  but  it  does  not  carry  the 
fly  dresser  forward  at  all. 

In  1842  Wm.  Blacker  published  his  "  Art  of 
Angling :  and  Complete  System  of  Fly  Making 
and  Dyeing  of  Colours.  Illustrated  with  plates 
showing  the  different  processes  of  the  fly  before  it 
is  finished ;  giving  the  angler  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  everything  requisite  to  complete  him  in  his 
noble  art." 

At  the  end  of  the  same  year  (1848)  the  author 
reissued  the  book  as  "Slacker's  Catechism  of 
Fly  Making,  Angling,  and  Dyeing,"  which  is 
curious,  but  of  no  great  practical  value. 

In  1855  the  author  republished  his  work  as 
"  Blacker's  Art  of  Fly  Making,  &c.,"  revised  and 
re-written.  "  The  work,"  says  "  The  Bibliotheca 
Piscatoria,"  "is  a  strange  medley  of  practical 
usefulness  and  rhapsodical  extravagance.  The 
instructions  for  fly  making  are  peculiarly  precise 
and  clear."  This  is  a  sound  judgment.  The 
earlier  editions  are  said  to  have  specimens  of  the 
flies  wafered  to  the  page,  but  I  have  never  seen 
these  editions.  The  1855  edition  illustrates 
detached  bodies  lying  under  the  hook,  both  on 
winged  and  hackled  patterns.  The  illustrations 
are  elaborate,  and  of  some  value. 

From  1842  there  was  a  short  lull  in  the 
production  of  new  books ;  but  in  1846  "  Palmer 
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Hackle  '  (R.  Blakey)  published  "Hints  on 
Angling,"  with  a  short  but  excellent  list  of 
patterns,  which  includes  the  Coachman.  His 
description  of  fly  dressing  and  his  list  of  flies 
are  (omitting  Hofland's  Fancy)  identical  with 
Hofland's,  who  owns  to  having  taken  them  from 
Capt.  Richardson. 

There  was  a  second  edition,  improved  and 
extended,  in  1848;  a  third,  with  further  cor- 
rections, in  1853  ;  and  a  fourth  in  1805. 

In  1846  appeared  the  second  edition  of  G.  P.  R. 
Pulman's  "Vade  Mecum  of  Fly-fishing  for 
Trout."  The  first  edition,  published  in  181-1, 
contained  no  instructions  for  fly  dressing.  The 
second  edition,  re-written  and  greatly  enlarged," 
contains  some  excellent  instructions  for  dressing 
flies,  and  the  letterpress  is  aided  by  some  clumsy 
but  useful  woodcuts.  The  work  also  contains 
a  good  representative  list  of  patterns.  It  is  not 
a  bad  book  for  a  beginner  to  teach  himself 
upon.    A  third  edition  appeared  in  1851. 

{To  be  continued.) 


BLACK  GNATS   VERSUS  BEETLES. 


Mat  has  often  been  called  the  fly  fisher's  month 
because  of  the  splendid  takes  of  trout  that  can 
sometimes  be  made  in  that  month  when  fishing 
with  fly.  Yet,  even  in  this  month,  there  are 
occasions  which  are  a  great  source  of  vexation 
and  annoyance  to  the  fly  fisher.  He  arrives  at 
the  waterside  and  finds  his  favourite  stream 
running  at  a  splendid  level,  the  atmosphere  pure 
and  clear,  and  the  trout  making  the  water  appear 
to  boil,  so  fast  and  thick  are  they  rising.  They 
appear  to  be  on  the  feed  in  earnest,  as,  indeed, 
they  are — coming  up  and  sucking  in  some  tiny 
morsel  or  other,  and  making  a  swirl  on  the 
surface  every  time  they  do  so.  This  raises  the 
angler's  hopes  to  a  degree  which  no  one  but  a  fly 
fisher  can  imagine.  He  gets  his  rod  and  tackle 
ready  in  nervous  haste,  and  prepares  for  the  coming 
fray.  After  wetting  his  cast  line  he  carefully 
sends  a  fly  or  flies  over  the  nearest  rising  fish,  and 
no  answering  twitch  at  his  line  repays  him  for 
the  trouble.  He  then  tries  another,  and  then 
others,  all  with  the  same  result.  His  hopes 
now  begin  to  fall,  and  inwardly  he  blames 
the  fly  dresser,  the  tackle,  the  weather,  the 
water,  the  trout,  and  everything  else,  and 
thinks  that  it  is  time  he  discovered  what  the 
matter  is.  Perhaps  he  changes  his  cast  of  flies 
and  tries  all  his  old  reliables  or  fail-me-nevers, 
and  gets  a  fingerling  or  salmon  fry  for  his  trouble. 
He  is  not  satisfied  with  this,  and  sits  down  to 
ruminate.  By  and  bye  he  will  look  at  the  water, 
and  then — he  thinks  he  has  got  at  the  root 
of  the  trouble  now ;  he  perceives  that  the  surface 
of  the  water  is  almost  black  with  tiny  midges  and 
gnats.  Out  comes  his  tackle  book  again,  and  he 
triumphantly  extracts  therefrom  a  tiny  Black 
Gnat  with  scale  wings  and  almost  true  to  Nature, 
and  really  a  masterpiece  in  the  art  of  fly  dressing. 
He  carefully  fastens  this  to  a  cast  of  gut  nearly 
as  fine  as  gossamer,  and  then  launches  it  forth  on 
its  errand  of  destruction.  He  now  begins  to  get 
a  few  trout,  generally  losing  the  best  fish  through 
the  very  small  hooks  breaking  out  of  their  hold, 
and  thinks  all  the  while  that  the  Black  Gnat  is 
the  fisherman's  curse  indeed.  It  certainly  is,  or 
at  least  some  of  its  species,  on  account  of  the 
wonderful  power  it  possesses  of  making  any  honest 
and  self-respecting  angler  so  far  forget  himself  as 
to  make  a  few  cursory  remarks  regarding  these 
little  pssts.  They  find  out  all  the  exposed  parts  of 
the  person,  and  begin  to  settle  down  upon  them, 
and  make  themselves  felt  very  soon,  even  although 
the  angler  smears  himself  over  with  Anti- 
moustique,  or  any  other  like  preparation.  The 
above  mixture  certainly  helps  a  great  deal  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  later  on  too,  but  when 
folks  are  fishing  they  cannot  be  continually 
rubbing  themselves  over  with  preparations  which 
dry  off  quickly,  and  likewise  one  cannot  smoke 
and  fish  comfortably  at  the  same  time.  The 
Black  Gnat  is  certainly  a  curse  in  the  above 
respect,  but  some  others  have  gone  so  far  as  to 
state  that  jshile-th&  JBlack-Xinat-i*-tbick^ap©a  the- 
water  the  trout  will  not  take  the  artificial  insect. 
That  may  be  all  right  at  certain  times,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  there  arc  such  times,  although 
I  have  never  experienced  them  yet.  But  how  is  it 
that  trout  will  take  the  same  fly  later  on  or  earlier 
and  yet  refuse  it  when  it  is  presented  along  with 
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the  fly  it  is  intended  to  represent  ?  Anglers  can 
always  get  fish  when  trout  are  feeding  on  any 
other  fly,  provided  that  they  are  furnished 
with  a  good  imitation  of  the  insect  that  the 
trout  are  feeding  upon  at  the  time.  I  think  that 
there  has  been  some  slight  misunderstanding 
as  to  what  the  trout  generally  feed  upon  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  and  that,  instead  of  taking  the 
Black  Gnat  as  they  appear  to  be  doing,  they  are 
often  really  feeding  upon  very  small  beetles, 
■which  are  to  be  found  on  the  banks  of  any 
stream  by  turning  over  stones.  I  dissected  a 
number  of  trout  taken  on  different  days,  about 
May  and  J une,  from  the  river  Ayr,  and  emptied 
the  contents  of  their  stomachs  into  clear  glass 
vessels,  and  examined  them.  I  found  that  they 
had  been  feeding  principally  upon  small  black 
beetles,  and  that  their  stomachs  were  distended 
with  the  same.  True,  I  did  find  a  great  quantity 
of  small  black  midges  and  a  few  fresh-water 
shrimps  and  remains  of  creepers,  but  the  principal 
item  of  diet  was  beetles.  These  beetles  must 
come  upon  the  water,  by  some  cause  or  other,  in 
great  quantities,  judging  from  the  amount  of 
them  I  have  found  in  the  stomach  of  an  individual 
trout.  The  only  imitation  that  came  near  the 
beetle,  when  I  found  this  out,  was  a  fly  dressed 
with  a  black  ostrich  h'erl  body,  full  near  the  tail, 
and  wound  round  at  the  head  with  a  turn  or  two 
of  black  hackle.  This  came  near  what  was  wanted, 
and  did  pretty  well ;  but  I  thought  that  it  could  be 
improved  upon,  and  set  to  work  to  make  one 
which  would  do  better.  I  noticed  that  the  most 
of  the  beetles  I  got  in  the  trout  were  about  the 
same  size,  namely,  about  ^^in.  long,  although  there 
were  different  species  of  them.  I  chose  a  con- 
venient size  of  hook,  for  I  consider  that  the  size 
of  any  insect  or  lure  should  be  copied  as  carefully 
as  the  shape  and  colour.  After  selecting  a  proper 
hook  I  commenced  to  bind  on  the  gut,  beginning 
near  the  bend,  and  whipping  along  towards  the 
end  of  the  shank,  and  then  cut  a  slip  from  the 
black  feather  of  a  crow,  and  laid  it  along  the 
whipping  with  the  points  of  the  fibres  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  shank  of  the  hook.  I  then 
pinched  the  fibres  together  at  the  bend,  and 
warped  the  thread  over  them,  going  towards  the 
bend,  and  took  three  peacock  herls  and  wound 
them  tightly  over  the  place  where  the  fibres  were 
tied  in,  so  as  to  form  a  bulky  looking  foundation 
for  the  body  of  the  beetle.  Rolling  a  few  turns 
of  the  waxed  silk  over  the  herls  after  the  fashion 
of  a  trellis  or  net  to  keep  them  in  their 
place,  I  made  a  hitch  fastening,  and  cut 
off  the  spare  ends  of  the  herls,  and  bent 
the  fibres  of  the  crow's  feather  towards  the  head, 
and  fasitened  them  down  over  the  herls  so  as  to 
form  the  glossy  black  wing  cases  or  shards. 
After  this,  and  a  short  distance  up  the  shank  of 
the  hook  from  where  the  herls  were  fastened  in, 
I  gave  a  turn  or  two  of  a  glossy  black  cock's 
hackle,  and  then  brushed  the  crow's  feather  over 
with  varnish,  and  likewise  the  head  of  the  beetle. 
It  was  finished,  and  made  a  passable  imitation  of 
the  little  beetles  which  may  be  seen  swarming 
among  the  sand  and  gravel  on  some  river  banks 
on  any  bright  sunny  day.  My  first  attempt  at 
making  an  artificial  beetle  was  far  from  perfect, 
yet  I  was  so  far  convinced  of  its  efficacy  the  very 
first  day  I  tried  it  that  I  resolved  to  make  more. 
I  became  a  little  more  proficient  in  the  art  of 
making  them,  and  gave  one  or  two  away  to  a  few 
angling  friends,  who  tried  them  and  were  de- 
lighted with  the  results.  I  have  great  reason  to 
believe  that  it  is  owing  to  their  resemblance  to 
beetles  that  such  flies  as  the  Coch-y-bondhu,  Zulu, 
Alexandra,  Black  Spider,  and  Black  Palmer  are  so 
deadly  atcertain  times.  These  so-called  flies,  when 
wet  and  sodden,  look  more  like  a  small  beetle  than 
a  fly.  However,  it  ought  to  be  a  well-known  fact 
by  this  time  that  beetles  form  a  considerable 
item  in  the  diet  of  the  trout  and  other  fish. 
The  well-known  Coch-y-bondhu  is  a  fly  which 
has  proved  itself  a  killer  when  other  patterns 
of  flies  were  of  no  good  whatever;  and  it,  I 
believe,  is  the  only  attempt  that  has  been  made 
to  copy  the  small  beetles  found  on  our  rivers. 
There  is  another  little  insect  of  a  brownish 
colour,  and  shaped  like  a  beetle,  which  is  to  be 
found  under  stones  in  the  water,  and  may 
frequently  be  seen  whirling  about  and  perform- 
ing strange  gyrations  on  the  surface  in  the  summer 
months.  I  think  that  this  little  creature  has  been 
called  the  whirligig  beetle,  from  its  peculiar 
motions.    I  do  not  i-emember  finding  any  of  these 
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in  the  stomachs  of  trout,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  will  feed  on  them  at  times.  Neverthe- 
less. I  would  never  think  of  going  to  fish  for  trout 
or  grayling  at  certain  seasons  without  a  small 
blHck  beetle  on  my  cast,  and,  although  May  and 
June  are  the  principal  months  in  which  the  trout 
generally  feed  on  these  insects,  I  have  found  that 
they  will  take  them  during  the  remainder  of  the 
season.  Indeed,  one  day  in  October,when  fishing  the 
river  Ayr,  I  had  splendid  sport  among  the  gray- 
ling, and  it  was  the  small  black  beetle  that  they 
were  taking.  I  had  three  flies  on  my  cast  on  that 
occasion,  or,  rather,  two  flies  and  a  beetle.  I  got 
twenty  grayling  and  eight  trout  that  day,  and  of 
these  twenty-one  took  the  beetle,  five  Wickham's 
Fancy,  and  two  Red  Spinner.  On  another 
occasion,  in  May,  I  got  thirteen  good  trout  in  a 
mill  lade  off  the  same  river  in  an  evening's 
fishing.  Eleven  of  these  took  the  beetle,  and  the 
other  two  took  the  Black  Gnat.  This  last  lot 
furnished  capital  sport,  as  they  were,  without 
exception,  between  |lb.  and  fib.  each,  and  aU  were 
in  the  pink  of  condition.  On  another  occasion, 
when  fishing  Loch  Doon,  I  used  a  larger  beetle 
than  the  ordinary  size,  along  with  the  recognised 
killing  patterns  for  this  loch,  and  I  am  sure 
fully  three-fourths  of  my  total  catch  were  taken 
on  the  beetle.  This  occurred  in  the  month  of  June. 
The  above  three  experiences  are  only  selected 
from  a  number  of  like  occun-ences,  and  I  give  them 
to  show  that  anglers  might  have  better  sport,  if 
provided  with  beetles,  than  they  usually  get  at 
certain  times.  When  trout  are  rising  at  beetles 
they  come  up  in  a  very  deliberate  and  business- 
like manner,  and  do  not  at  all  seem  to  be  in  a 
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hurry  and  splutter,  as  they  sometimes  are  when 
feeding  on  flies.  The  reason  of  this  may  be  that 
the  beetles  must  lie  heavier  and  deeper  in  the 
water  than  flies,  and  sometimes  1  am  inclined  to 
think  that  they  are  frequently  drowned,  and  float 
along  under  the  surface,  so  that  this  may  account 
for  the  tiny  dimple  made  on  the  surface  of  the  water 
when  trout  are  feeding  on  such  food.  By  this 
article  I  do  not  want  to  condemn  the  use  of  the 
Black  Gnat.  It  is  a  most  usetul  and  deadly  little 
fly  at  times,  but  when  the  trout  will  not  take  the 
artificial  gnat  then  try  the  beetle,  and  if  made 
and  used  properly  I  can  safely  guarantee  good 
sport,  as  at  the  time  of  year  when  these  two 
insects  come  on  the  water  in  numbers  all  the 
trout  are  prowling  about  or  feeding  near  the 
surface.  At  this  time  of  the  year  I  usually  fish 
with  three  flies  if  the  water  is  coloured,  and  if 
clear  I  diminish  the  number  to  two.  The 
gut  should  be  of  the  finest.  Rather  risk 
a  breakage  or  two  and  use  fine  tackle  and  get 
fish,  than  use  coarse  tackle  and  only  get 
small  fry  and  no  fish  worth  keeping.  No  one  can 
expect  to  get  good  fish  in  clear  water  unless  they 
use  the  finest  material  procurable — that  is  to  say, 
in  waters  where  trout  are  often  fished  over.  A 
good  'plan  is  to  arrange  the  cast  of  flies  as 
follows  :  Fix  a  beetle  at  the  tail  of  the  cast,  then 
a  Black  Gnat  as  first  dropper,  and  leave  the  place 
for  the  third  dropper  blank,  so  that  you  can  fix 
on  your  favourite  fly  or  any  other  insect  which 
may  be  on  the  water  at  the  time,  and  to  which 
the  trout  may  occasionally  turn  for  a  change. 
Then  cast  up  the  stream  and  recover  your  line,  as 
the  flies  float  down  to  you,  either  by  raising  the 
point  of  your  rod,  or,  better  still,  by  drawing  the 
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line  through  the  rings  with  your  left  hand,  and 
placing  the  coils  in.  the  hand  that  holds  the  rod. 
Be  very  careful  not  to  drag  your  flies  any  faster 
than  the  stream,  if  you  can  help  it,  and  make 
your  casts  as  straight  as  possible,  and  you  will 
secure  far  more  fish  than  if  you  allow  the 
line  to  fall  in  slovenly  wrinkles  on  the 
water.  When  fishing  a  rapid  run  of  water 
thit!  method  is  not  so  suitable  as  others,  on 
account  of  the  frequent  casting  it  entails ;  but 
once  acquired  I  believe  the  anglei-  will  come 
to  like  it  better  than  any  other ;  at  leatit,  that  is 
my  enperience,  though  there  are  sometimes  differ- 
ences of  opinion  as  to  what  the  best  msthod  is. 
There  are  certainly  no  hard  and  fast  rules  in 
fishing:,  and  the  fisher  has  sometimes  to  make 
methods  for  himself.  But  when  fishing  a  smooth, 
gentle  run  or  still  water,  I  would  advise  the  fisher 
to  use  one  fly  or  beetle  only,  certainly  not  more 
than  two,  unless  the  water  is  dirty.  Make  a 
trial  catit  behind  the  fish  rising,  and  then  lay 
your  fly  .down  as  near  to  him  as  possible,  and  it  j 
is  ten  chances  to  one  that  you  get  him  if  you 
go  about  it  properly.  In  closing,  I  would  like 
to  impress  one  thing  upon  the  fisher — do  not 
run  away  With,  the  idea  that  trout  are  feeding  on 
flies  because  they  are  rising  to  the  surface.  There 
are  other  tLiy  beings,  such  as  beetles,  caterpillars 
or  grubs,  ants,  and  spiders,  which  will  float  on 
the  surface  or  near  it  almost  as  well  as  flies  ;  and 
there  are  times  at  which  trout  will  devote  the 
whole  of  their  attention  in  securing  such  gentry 
as  these.  Blackbeetle. 


The  Nav"?  League  Map  of  the  World 
(Published  uader  the  auspifies  of  the  Navy 
League). — This  capital  map  illustrates  British 
naval  history,  ancl  is  dedicated  to  the  children  of 
the  British  Empire.  The  size,  72in.  by  63in., 
gives  ample  scope  for  the  work  to  be  boldly 
treated  so  as  to  be  effective  even  in  a  very  large 
room.  The  map  shows  distinctly :  The  British 
Empire  boldly  coloured  in  red.  naval  stations 
named  and  outlined  in  red,  wealth  and  social 
condition  of  the  British  Empire,  European  navies 
and  commerce,  facibs  relative  to  British  territory, 
principal  British  trade  routes  and  steamship  lines, 
strength  of  princip  al  European  navies,  distances 
between  various  imjoortant  ports,  list  of  112  naval 
engagements,  from  the  Spanish  Armada,  1588,  to 
Alexandria,  1882  ;  i)rice,  on  cloth,  stained  rollers 
and  varnished,  £1  In.  The  publishers  are  Messrs. 
W.  and  A.  K.  Johnston.  We  hope  the  Navy 
League  map  will  be  a  great  success. 


CREWE  FREE  ANGLERS. 
The  above  society  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Star 
Hotel  on  Saturday  eveniag  last,  when  about  100  membera 
and  friends  sat  down  to  a  substantial  repast  provided  by 
host  Maddocks.  After  din  ner  the  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  a  convivial  manner.  Mr.  W.  Smith  (the 
chairmstn),  in  the  absei  Oti  of  Mr.  B.  S.  Woolf  (president), 
presided,  and  amongst  thiise  presant  were  the  secretary 
and  chairman  of  the  Crewe  No.  1  Angling  Society  (Mr.  R. 
Cole  and  Mr.  E.  Evans),  and  the  secretary  and  chairman 
of  the  Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  (Mr.  S.  Maxon  and 
Mr. .  W.  Wood).  Letters  apjlogising  for  unavoidable 
absence  had  been  received  from  the  following  gentlemen  : 
Messrs.  Wilmot  Eardley,  i.W,  Wallace  Lumb,  J.P.,  T. 
Marriott,  W.  Needs  (Minshull  Vernon),  J.  Walker  (Mar- 
bury  Hall),  J.  Edwards  (Marbury),  C.  H.  Kynaston 
(Wem),  G.  Mottram  (Nantwich),  and  others.  After  the 
usual  loyal  toasts  had  been  duly  honoured,  the  chairman,  in 
the  course  of  an  interesting  address,  alluded  to  the  good 
feeling  which  existed  between  the  various  angling  societies 
in  the  town,  and  he  hoped  this  was  a  state  of  affairs  which 
would  exist  at  all  times.  He  also  addressed  some  con- 
gratulatory remarks  to  the  prize  winners  ;  and,  coming  to 
the  balance-sheet,  stated  that  the  receipts  of  the  year 
amounted  to  £59  8s.  8d.,  while  the  expenditure  was 
£51  53.  lOd.,  which  left  a  balance  in  hand  of  £8  2s.  lOd. 
He  regarded  that  as  entirely  satisfactory,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  the  society  would  still  continue  to  prosper. 
The  following  toasts  were  also  honoured  :  "  The  Pre- 
sident," "  The  Society,"  "  Visitors,"  "  Host  and 
Hostess,"  "  Kindred  Societies."  Mr.  R.  Cole  responded 
to  "Kindred  Societies"  in  a  very  appropriate  speech, 
with  good  advice  to  young  members,  and  the  benefits 
received  by  thebracingairat  the  riverside  after  being  closely 
confined  in  the  works  of  the  great  railway  centre  at  Crewe. 
The  following  are  the  prize  winners  for  the  year  1898  : 
T.  Bates  took  the  champion  prize  presented  by  the  society 
for  the  best  perch  (a  copper  kettle),  also  Mr.  Manley's 
sealed  competition,  available  from  June  16  till  Dec.  24, 
known  only  to  the  donor,  which  fell  to  the  best  perch. 
W.  Conquest,  first  and  third  for  roach,  second  for  dace, 
alto  a  special  prize  tor  the  best  basket  of  fish  taken  from 
cara'.  T.  W.  Bateman,  first  for  pike,  also  special  prize  of 
10s.  for  pike.  H.  Sinclair  first  and  second  tor  chub,  first 
for  dace,  second  for  perch,  also  winner  of  special  prize 
for  the  best  basket  of  fish  taken  from  anywhere  (this 
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basket  of  fish  waa  taken  from  the  river  Severn  at  Welsh- 
pool), in  bis  citoh  were  four  chub,  which  weighed  12ilb., 
the  largest  goirg  41b.  IJoz.,  second  31b.  lOJoz.,  which  he 
has  had  set  up.  Miles  Bettley,  first,  for  trout,  and  third 
for  dace.  J.  Coleman,  first  and  third  with  bream  and 
gadgeoa,  second  for  rudd,  and  third  for  trout,  also 
winner  of  special  prize  for  bream  and  gudgeon.  Other 
Drize  winners  were  :  T.  Farringdon,  J.  liaker,  G.  Emerson, 
R.  Ankers,  W.  Joinaon,  G.  Brookes,  T.  Carron,  and 
E.  Davies.  The  musical  programma  was  of  a  varied  and 
entertaining  nature,  and  amongst  the  se  who  contributed 
to  its  gucaess  were  Messrs.  W.  Tov/nley,  F.  Dinglev, 
G.  Hoole,  W.  Jones,  R.  Cole.  E.  Evans,  T.  Nowell, 
T.  Evans,  G.  Capel  (violinist),  C.  Clowes  (oboe),  E. 
Palmes  (mandolin),  and  B.  Bailey  (pia^iist).  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  gathering  were  carried  cut  by  the  secretary 
(Mr.  H.  W.  Price)  and  committee,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent,  and  all  joined  in  k  nging  the  National 
Anthem.  G.  Capel. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


 Ricer  Reporters  vho  xcaiit  forms  and  envelopes 

slioiild  send  a  post  card  to  tlie  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  JSonse,  Fetter-lanc,  London. 

Time  of  High  Wa^'-.er  in  tho  Thames. 

T.J  find  the  t  me  of  high  water  in  the  Thames-  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  BrliJge 
■.'iven  helow. 

("onnin.  I'orChelsfM.  niin.  lov  Kew. 

.  ,3  ^411   .,     ,.    Pumey.  .  ,  .  '        „     ..  Kicijinornl, 

I-    ..     ..   Hamni.  i>nuth.    '  '  '  .  .sil  Twi.  l;.  iili.ini. 

(■•"    ,.     ..   Banu'S.  I        ..      ..  'lY-rtdiniidjii. 

K\iMT[.i-: :-  IS  it  is  hi.ah  -KMi-.r  al  L'  uV-lui-k  at  London  Undf-'c,  it 
will  In-  hi<jli  \val>>i-  .it  Teddiiijlton  at         oi-  ■ii  minutes  later. 

X.B  — A  ntioiis  wind  np-sU'eani  ac(•9lel■i^te^  tlie  tide  very  niiinh. 
and  "ni:  dowu-slream  lelords  it. 

TiviK  <•!  JUi.K  AViiEu  .\i  London  J'.i:u>i;k. 

Moming.  Eveulni  . 

Saiunlay.  Jan.l4   3.2:i    3.47 

Sundav.       .,    15    4.10    4.3!' 

Monday.      .,    16    4.56    5. IS 

Tuesday,      ,,    17    5.39    6.  0 

Wednesday,,,   18    6.21    G  4;j 

Thursday,    ,,   19    7.  6    7.31) 

Friday.        .,   20    7..->S    8.2'.) 

IIlGB  W.ITER  AT  AMBERLEY  A.ND  PULBOROURH. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Jan.  14    4.  3    4.27 

Sonday,        .,    15    4.50    5.13 

Monday,      „    16    5.36    5.."i8 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pnlboroogh  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Iiower  Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  death 
of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  removes  from 
the  T.A..P.S.  one  who_  was  at  the  head  of  its  listofvice- 
patroES,  and  this  will  give  me  the  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing how  the  society  became  possessed  both  of  its  patron 
and  the  Ust  of  vice-patrons.  It  was  indebted  to  Sir 
Edward  Birkbeck,  Bart.,  the  pioneer  of  the  Gr«at  Inter- 
national Fisheries  Exhibition  of  1883.  and  I  believe  about 
the  year  1881,  for  securing  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
K.G.,  as  patron,  and  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch,  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  the  Earl  of 
Dncie,  Lord  Loraine,  Lord  George  Hamilton,  and  Sir  W. 
Hart  Dyke  as  vice-patrons.  The  society  has  not  received 
much  in  the  way  of  pecuniary  help  from  them,  but  the 
late  Duke  of  Buccleuch  was  not  only  a  donor,  but,  with  the 
Duke  of  Roxburgh,  two  of  its  oldest  annual  subscribers. 
The  Earl  of  Dncie  has  been  a  donor,  and  also  Lord  George 
Hamilton,  the  latter  having  been  an  annual  subscriber, 
and  presiding  at  one  of  the  annual  banquets  at  the  Star 
anil  Garter,  Richmond  Hill.  An  effort  was  made  to  get 
the  Prinoe  of  Wales  to  preside  at  the  jubilee  dinner  of 
the  society,  and  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  the 
secretary  (Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham)  from  Sir  D.  M.  Probyn  in 
reply  :  "  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  ult. ,  and  the 
memorial  contained  in  it  from  the  members  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  praying  that  the  Prince  of 
Wales  should  consent  to  preside  at  the  jubilee  dinner  of 
the  Society.  Having  laid  the  memorial  before  the  Prince, 
I  am  direct*  d  to  ask  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  convey 
to  the  society  His  Royal  Highness's  great  regret  at  being 
nnable,  owing  to  his  many  engagements,  to  accede  to 
their  request.  At  the  same  time.  His  Royal  Highness 
desires  me  t  >  assure  the  members  that  he  still  conriaues 
to  take  great  interest  in  the  society,  and  wishes  it  all 
success."  S')me  few  years  back  I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland  for  permission  to  fish  in  the  private 
waters  at  Lyon  House,  and  in  reply  Hie  Grace  stated  that 
he  was  not  giving  any  permission  to  fish  there,  but  owing 
to  the  work  1  hsid  done  for  the  Thames  he  would  make  an 
exception,  and  granted  me  the  desired  privilege,  and  I 
rememter,  with  my  friend  and  neighbour  the  late  Mr. 
John  Graham,  we  got  some  fine  pike.  It  was  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Buccleuch  1  had  the  unlimited  permission  to  fish 
at  Ditton  Park  with  fiiends,  and  many  a  happy  day  have 
I  spent  there  with  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
Mr.  S  W.  SearlH,  Mr.  M.  H.  Blarney,  Mr.  J.  Elsden,  Mr. 
Alfred  .lardinx,  Mr.  T.  R.  S-ichs,  and  many  others. — IJ. 

  (Datchet). — At  time  of  writii  g,  water  fining 

down  all  ngh'  for  jack  and  chub,  but  the  heavy  rain  to- 
day will  upset  calculations.  I  have  been  doing  a  bit  of 
roach  fishing  np  river ;  have  had  some  fine  tiiih.  On  Jan.  5 
I  had  six  tioh  over  lib.  each,  and  one  l^lb. ;  on  Jan.  (i, 
four  fish  over  lib.  and  one  IJlb.,  a  good  few  other 
respectable  fish  — G.  Li.m.sden. 

  (Hampton  Com  ti,— William  Milboume  writfi 

on  Tuesday  ■  "  Owing  to  the  state  of  the  water  there  has 
not  been  anything  done,  and  scarcely  any  one  has  been 


out.  One  of  the  private  boats  in  Hampton  Deep  had  a 
take  of  three  dozen  of  fine  roach,  one  of  the  tish  weighing 
lib.  lOoz.  The  river,  with  two  or  three  fine  days,  would 
be  in  good  condition,  but  they  are  shutting  in  all  the 
weirs." — B. 

Thames  (Henley).— Jan.  11.— The  water,  which  wis 
3usttrettingini«ggod  condition  and  sport  improving,  is  again 
thickening,  owing  to  the  heavy  rain  of  the  last  two  days. 
I  should  say  it  would  only  be  fit  for  roaohing  by  the  end 
of  the  week,  when  bank  anglers  should  have  the  best  of  it. 
Patrons  of  J.  James  and  G.  Arlett  have  been  taking  roach 
and  perch,  and  some  jack  up  to  71b. ;  and  local  anglers 
have  had  several  up  to  51b.,  and  some  heavy  bjgs  of  roach, 
the  best  roach  scaling  lilb.  Jan.  12. — Heavy  rain  has 
fallen  during  the  night,  a  strong  stream  is  running,  and 
the  river  rising  slightly,  but  at  present  it  is  no;  a  bad 
colour  for  reaching — Stanley  Mead. 

—  (Kingston). — John  Johnson  during  the  week  has 
been  getting  some  fine  roach  up  to  lib.  each,  and  a  few 
bream. — B. 

  (Richmond).— The  principal  sport  for  "anglers 

has  been  with  the  dace  and  bream,  and  some  fair  results 
have  been  made. — B. 

—  (Sunbnry). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  report  they 
have  not  done  anything  this  last  week,  but  with  an  improv- 
ing water  they  are  prepared  to  give  their  clients  some  good 
sport,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish. — B. 

  (Teddington). — W.  McBride  says:  "  The  water 

is  getting  in  fine  order,  and  by  Saturday  it  ought  to  be  in 
splendid  condition.  Have  been  out  one  day  with  a 
customer,  who  landed  eight  bream  ;  and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Loftus,  in  two  hours,  four  jack,  the  largest  5Jlb. 
The  boat  anglers  have  been  getting  a  few  bream  and  roach. 
T  have  caught  about  fifty  lanipems  this  w(-;k  after  the 
Hood  water."— B. 

  (Twickenham).  —  The  Brentford  I'iscatorials 

have  had  a  competition,  and  punts  engaged  from  Ricli- 
hioud,  Twickenham,  and  Teddington,  with  no  very  greiit 
results,  several  of  the  punts  not  having  creeled  a  single 
fish,  and  the  first  prize  was  secured  by  Mr.  Pike  with  12Tb. 
weight  of  bream.  The  successful  angler  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  who  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  at  its  annual  dinners.  That  society, 
I  am  glad  to  learn,  is  getting  to  its  old  strength 
again,  and  holds  a  competition  for  two  days  at  Twicken- 
ham at  the  end  of  this  week,  for  which  Mr.  Spong,  of 
the  Two  Sawyer's  Hotel,  is  under  orders.  The  water  when 
I  was  there  on  Tuesday  appeared  to  be  in  nice  condition, 
and  amongst  the  reports  I  received  there,  Mr.  P.  J.  Ogden 
Smith  told  me  of  a  fine  perch  of  Ijlb.  being  taken  by  Mr. 
Riches  out  of  the  Deep,  in  addition  to  some  nice  bream. 
Mr.  Ogden  Smith,  fishing  one  day,  landed  a  bream  of  31b., 
a  few  perch,  and  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  and 
C.  Browne  had  a  take  one  day  of  nine  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  The  reports  from  the  Two  Sawyers  were :  John 
iSpong,  in  two  days,  251b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  a  few 
I  Team  (the  largest  roach ,  lib.  2Joz. ;  and  the  angler  was 
1  Ir.  T.  W.  Gomm) ;  R.  Spona;,  one  day,  101b.  of  roach  and 
di  ice ;  J.  Draper,  in  two  days,  221b.  of  roach  and  dace ; 
ai  d  H.  Spiers,  in  one  day,  171b.  An  attempt  is  being 
raide  to  form  an  angling  club  at  Twickenham,  with  every 
pr  otpect  of  a  good  start,  and  there  are  some  good  anglers 
i:hore  who  are  well  able  to  bring  it  to  a  sncsessful  issue. 
[  lieard  of  "  Otter"  Hone,  of  Staines,  being  at  Twicken- 
haiQ  on  Monday  evening,  and  with  no  satit factory  reports 
of  Btaines  fishing,  and  he  had  been  principally  higher  up 
the  river  with  an  old  member  of  the  Richmond  Piscatorial 
Society. — B. 

  (Windsor). — The  river  is  still  very  thick,  and 

likely  to  remain  so  for  some  days.  Mr.  H.  A.  Manning 
braved  the  tempestuous  weather  on  the  lObh,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  creeling  four  jack  in  about  two  hours  ;  Mr. 
Colville  also  had  a  brace,  about  91b.  Mr.  Paice  has  been 
baiting  some  swims  with  lobs,  with  the  result  that  he  has 
had  some  good  perch,  and  roach  up  to  IJlb.  I  was  out 
with  a  friend,  attended  by  James  Bunce,  at  some  private 
water  on  the  9th,  and  landed  ten  jack  and  one  perch 
weighing  351b.  I  often  have  anglers  call  on  me  and  ask  if 
I  can  recommend  them  a  good  fisherman  to  take  them  out. 
'  This  is  not  always  tn  easy  matter  at  a  few  minutes'  notice, 
I  Dut  I  shall  be  glad  to  assist  your  readers  at  any  time  by 
I  lending  them  a  wire  informing  them  of  the  state  of  the 
water,  or  to  engage  the  services  of  a  fisherman  for  them 
shoulil  they  require  one,  if  they  drop  me  a  line. — Cecil 

HOWLETT. 

Aiioholme  District. — A  few  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  fine  weather  which  prevails  now  coarse  fishing 
aboa';  Brigg  and  Brandy  Wath.  They  have  had  good 
average  takes,  consisting  of  pike,  eels,  roach,  bream,  and 
perch.  The  spawning  season  has  not  been  a  very  good 
one  for  trout,  owing  to  the  excessive  lowness  of  springs. 
These  conditions  have  been  very  favourable  for  herons, 
which  make  sad  havoc  amongst  the   fish.  —  Thomas 

FoEi). 

A:nin  (Pulborough).— The  river  on  the  8th  insb.  was 
full  and  thick,  owing  to  recont  floods.  The  St.  Alban's 
C1u1j  fished  a  match  here,  and,  so  far  as  I  could  ascertnin, 
onlj  two  members  took  fish,  viz.  :  Mr.  H.  Allan  (the 
secretary),  one  bream  and  one  roach;  Mr.  L'ightim,  t*o 
small  roach.  Mr.  Wilson  (Batteniea  Friendly)  took  151b. 
roajh,  largest  about  21b.  ;  Mr.  SaaJfeld  (Silver  Trout),  a 
brexm  of  4Jlb.  and  .'ilb.  roach;  Mr.  Dent  (same  club),  31b. 
roach.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Tue.tday  night)  the  river 
is  i  n  fair  order. 

..jATKr  ( ['hureday,  noon). — 0*ing  to  almost  inces'ai  t 
rain  suich  fuetday  night  the  river  is  very  full  and  fh-ok, 
an  d  there  is  every  probability  there  will  be  another  flood 
or  the  15th. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

OevoasJlire  Strsamu. — The  weathei'  continues  most 
u) ipropitious  for  anglers,  with  heavy  riios  and  hail 
showers.  All  the  streams  are  in  heavy  ^ood,  and  the 
rocetit  sport  with  pike  has  been  but  triflng',  fish  running 
somewhat  small. — Devonian. 


I!ze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  still  wet  and 
wild.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  tiver  is  running  high  and 
coloured,  and  will  not  fish  for  a  couple  of  days  to  come 
at  least.  Prior  to  the  flood  a  few  fair  si^ed  pike  were 
secured,  the  best  brace  1  have  heard  of  being  a  121b.  lot, 
which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Smytk.  Mr.  Calladine  Las 
tried  the  perch  once  or  twice,  scoring  a  few  moderate 
ones  of  Jib.  each.— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Dlstrlot  (Sontb  lunoa.  and  Cambs.}.— Sport 
on  the  Cambridgeshire  side  is  not  so  good  as  prior  to  the 
the  Christmas  holidays.  At  Surfleet,  on  the  Glen,  roach 
fishing  is  falling  off,  and  so  it  is  also  about  Wisbfch  ;  but 
pike  fishing  here  has  improved.  Fish  up  to  121b.  have 
been  obtained  from  the  Middle  Level  Drain.  Roach  fish- 
inij  is  very  fair  about  March.  From  the  Welland  good 
pike  fishing  is  now  reported  from  Market  Deeping.  Some 
good  pike  have  also  been  obtained  from  the  middle  lengths 
of  the  Forty-foot. — LiMPiiT. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Some  very  fair 
sport  is  returned  from  the  district  about  Retford.  The 
Stockwith  Canal  is  now  yielding  better  sport  than  the 
river,  though  that  is  nothing  to  complain  of.  The  other 
day  an  angler  got  over  201b.  of  roach  from  the  canal,  just 
outside  the  town.  Many  fish  scaling  lib.  each.  Others  on 
the  same  water  have  done  similarly.  It  is  rumoured  in 
this  distric;  that  the  Shefiield  Anglers'  Association  have 
leased  a  portion  of  this  canal,  and,  if  this  is  so,  Shefiield 
anglers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having  secured  some 
really  good  fishing  within  a  few  miles  of  home.  Roach, 
dace,  chub,  and  grayi  ng  have  all  come  from  the  river 
within  the  last  few  days. — L. 

Iiark  (Lackford  and  Flempton).— The  recent 
rains  have  done  much  to  improve  the  river,  which  has 
been  in  poor  condition  for  .«Drae  time  past.  Water  now 
clearing,  and  in  good  order  for  roach  and  dace  fishing. 
Several  of  the  latter  were  taken  last  Thursday  i.ian.  li), 
weighing  7oz.,  at  (Jherry  Tree  Look,  with  worm,  by  Mr. 
iSkinner  and  friend.  Also  a  few  jjike  have  been  killed, 
spinning  with  spr.tt,  by  Mr.  II.  Palmer. — A.  E.  Kemi-. 

Iiea. — The  stormy,  unsettled  weather  has  again  inter- 
fered with  angling  oxjerations  in  this  river,  and  there  is 
little  to  report  in  the  way  of  captures  as  a  result.  One 
fine  catch  of  roach  (201b.)  has  to  be  recorded,  but  the 
district  is  not  given.  It  was  made  by  Mr.  H.  Short.  At 
Angel  Eoad  some  roach  have  been  Wded,  also  at  Ches- 
hunt  and  Rye  House.  At  Enfield  Lock  a  few  nice  jack 
have  been  secured,  one  landed  by  Mr,  Leadbeater  scaling 
Gib.  The  Hoxton  Brothers  fished  at  Rye  House  early  in 
the  week,  but  I  hear  they  met  with  very  poor  sport.  The 
Stort  has  varied  in  condition,  and  little  has  been  done 
with  the  roach.  If  we  get  much  more  wet  weather 
the  two  rivers  will  again  be  running  very  thick. — I^aak 
Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  river  is  in  good  con- 
dition for  pike  fishing.  Mr.  T.  J.  Church,  of  Catford, 
caught  on  Monday,  Jan.  9,  641b.  weight  of  pike,  eleven 
fish  in  all,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  more  good  bags 
bein?  made.  Boats  and  baits  can  be  had  on  applying  to — 
I.  RoLPH,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (l^eominster).  —  Both  theee 
streams  have  been  running  bank  full  and  muddy,  owing  to 
the  heavy  falls  of  rain  last  week.  Rain  has  been  had  this 
week,  but  it  has  not  altered  the  state  of  the  water,  and  it 
is  now  going  down  and  clearing  nicely.  The  weather  has 
been  very  cold,  and  nasty  fogs  have  prevailed,  which  have 
been  against  anglers  going  out.  Sport  has  been  at  a  stand- 
still ;  but  with  some  frost  sport  should  be  good  with  worm 
and  maggot  and  paste. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peter oorongh). — The  swollen  state  of  the 
river  has  put  everything  out  of  condition  during  the  past 
week,  and  at  present  there  are  no  indications  of  any 
improvement.  It  will  be  a  period  of  waiting,  at  all  events 
for  some  days,  as  this  (Wednesday)  evening,  at  the  time 
of  writing,  we  are  having  a  drenching  downpour  of  rain 
accompanied  by  a  high  wind,  which  renders  anything  out 
of  doors  far  from  pleas-int. — E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers. — In  consequence  of 
the  changeful  character  of  the  weather  recently  the  rivers 
hive  been  very  unsettled,  and  but  occasional  fishing  has 
been  possible.  In  point  of  sport,  piking  has  paid  best, 
and  some  good  tish  have  been  captured — up  to  121b. 
weight.  The  Sow  has  been  the  chief  source  of  these, 
though  a  few  have  been  taken  in  other  waters.  Grayling 
fishing  has  been  stopped  by  the  litavy  waters,  but  frost 
would  enable  us  to  try  again  with  swimming  the  coekspur 
for  them.— F.  W.  Dale. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— The  following  fish 
have  been  recorded  during  the  last  fortnigl  t  :  Messrs. 
Bashfordand  Wiodover,  tour  jack,  191b  ;  Rolf ,  one,  9Jlb.  ; 
Horzog,  one,  lOjlh  ;  A.  Plumton,  one  perch,  2lb.  ; 
Stormer,  two  jack,8Jlb.  ;  Cox,  four,  l"lb.  ;  Shilty,  three, 
141b. ;  Cramp,  one,  ojlb.  ;  Vincent,  two,  91b.  ;  Aldridge, 
three,  lllb. ;  Coopsr,  seven,  361b.;  Adams,  two,  91b.; 
Palmer,  three,  12ilb. ;  Evan  Hillick,  three,  191b.  ;  Palmer, 
three,  12Jlb. ;  Adams,  371b.  ;  Fayer,  two,  71b.  ;  Nabby, 
two,  101b. ;  Bashford  and  Windover,  three,  30lb. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxto^:,  &t.  Neot's).— Water  in 
perftct  condition  for  jack  fishing.  St  me  good  fish  have 
been  taken  in  tiie  n<  ij;hbourbood.  Good  bags  ought  to  be 
made  now  as  the  we^ds  are  eone.  Roach  are  feeding  well 
at  gentles  for  bait. — W  Di  cker. 

Onse  (--^t.  Neot's,  Hauts.). — The  water,  which  hag 
been  very  thick  of  latj,  is  returi;ing  to  a  nice  colour  again. 
— W.  N. 

Sifvem  Vymwy.  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). —  Giving  ti  ti  e^e  rivers  havii  g  been  in  a  more  or 
li  ss  swollen  stare  duiing  tl  e  past  week  ai  g.ers  have  had 
but  little  tport,  and  that  principally  with  pike,  chub, 
perch,  and  other  c  arse  fish.  The  Severn  is  still  \eiy 
much  above  its  ordinaiy  level,  and  only  a  tew  pike  taken 
from  it  for  si'me  Oajs  pist.  The  Vyrnwy  has  afforded 
better  spoit,  as  in  addi'ion  to  pike  a  few  coarse  fish  have 
also  been  captured.    The  Tanat  is  not  much  above  its 
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proper  height,  but  only  a  very  few  grayling  have  been  had 
from  it  thia  week.  The  weather  is  very  wild  and  stormy 
at  pre^nt,  with  much  rain  and  stormy  BOuth-west  winds, 
so  that  another  largo  flood  ia  only  too  probable. — 
Vyenwy, 

Stour  (Biires,  ^uflfolk\— The  water  has  been  in 
good  order  for  both  roach  and  pike  fishing  during  the  past 
week,  but  both  classes  of  fish  have  been  feeding  wonder- 
fully shy,  and  small  catches  have  been  the  order  of  the  day. 
A  few  good  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.  each  have  been  taken, 
but  I  have  heard  of  no  heavy  bigs  being  made.  A  large 
number  of  small  jack  have  also  been  taken,  but  I  have  not 
seen  any  over  51b.  each.  Should  the  weather  become  more 
settled  some  good  bags  ought  now  to  be  made. — W.  T. 
Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 

vreather  has  been  treacherous  during  the  week.  Our 
rivers  are  fining  down  nicely.  Visitors  to  the  Ouse  have 
had  fair  sport  among  the  roach  in  the  tidal  water  below 
Barcombe.  Several  fish  of  over  lib.  have  been  taken  with 
worm.  Mr.  Worcester  hooked  a  big  pike,  but  did  not 
succeed  in  landing  it.  A  brace  of  41b.  fish  and  one  of  41b. 
were  taken  with  live  snap  in  the  Fletching  water.  A  few 
bream  and  roach  are  notified  from  the  Cuckmere.  All 
waters  should  be  in  good  trim  by  the  14th  ;  rain  holding 
oft.  A  visitor  to  the  Rcther  on  Monday  secured  a  nice 
pike  of  51b.  and  a  perch  of  21b. ;  then  had  a  smash  up  with 
a  big  fifih,  losing  top  joint  and  some  yards  of  tackle. 
Chichester  Canal  is  high  and  in  good  condition.  Pike  have 
fed  well  in  all  reaches.  Two  brace,  averaging  3Jlb.  each, 
were  taken  below  lock  on  Monday.  Perch  are  feeding. 
Fish  of  Iflb.,  lib.  2oz.,  and  several  smaller  have  been 
killed  with  worra  ;  but  the  best  fish  of  the  week  was  a  fine 
perch  of  21b.  15 joz,,  taken  by  a  member  of  the  Brighton 
Angler'  Association,  who  was  also  accredited  last  week 
with  the  record.  A  few  bream  up  to  IJlb.  and  roach  up 
to  Jib.  have  been  secured,  principally  with  paste. — 
George  F.  Saltee. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  thia  part  is  still 
running  high,  and  there  is  a  stain  on  it,  owing  to  the 
continued  heavy  falls  of  rain  had  at  the  end  of  last  week. 
The  weather  has  been  very  uncertain,  and  frosts,  rain, 
fogs,  and  sunshine  have  followed  one  another  in  close  order, 
which  has  been  against  anglers  going  out.  But  the  water 
is  now  going  down,  and  if  we  get  no  more  rain  it  should 
be  in  fair  order  for  fishing  by  next  week.  A  few  anglers 
have  tried  bottom  fishing  vrith  worms,  maggot,  and  paste, 
and  have  secured  a  few  coarse  fish.  Fly  fishing  has  been 
at  a  standstill;  but  the  fish  move  between  eleven  and  one 
o'clock  on  the  fords,  and  with  fine  weather  sport  will  be 
good  with  grayling.  Pike  have  been  moving  fairly  well, 
and  sport  should  be  had  with  live  bait.  Salmon  have  been 
seen  going  over  the  weirs  on  their  way  upstream.  The 
(Jny,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  high  and 
coloured,  but  are  clearing,  and  little  sport  will  be  had  for 
some  time. — S.  Ludlow, 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  water  ia  still 
running  high  and  muddy,  and  not  in  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  heavy  falls  of 
rain  have  been  had,  but  it  has  not  changed  the  colour  of  the 
water,  and  during  the  last  few  days  the  water  has  been 
clearing  nicely,  and  if  it  continues  will  be  in  fair  order  for 
worm,  maggot,  and  paste  by  the  end  of  the  week,  but  will 
be  rather  high.  If  we  get  fine  weather  sport  should  be 
had  next  week. — Worcester. 

Witham,  See.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Anglers  have 
been  busiest  about  Bardney.  The  banks  there  are  lined 
often  with  Lincoln  experts,  and  both  from  the  river  and 
Sincil  Dyke  some  capital  baga  of  roach  have  been  made, 
many  running  to  lib.  each,  and  one  nearly  21b.  Some 
good  roach  have  also  been  obtained  from  Stiiwold.  The 
drains  about  Boston  have  been  improved  by  flushing  from 
the  Witham  through  Anton  Gouta  Lock.  Fishing  there 
should  improve.  The  flush  on  the  Bain  is  also  said  to  have 
removed  the  flannel  weed.  On  the  latter  roach  up  to 
IJlb.  have  come  to  hand.  Pike  flshing  on  the  lower 
lengths  is  prosperous,  and  fishes  101b.,  121b.,  and  14ilb. 
are  among  the  best  reported. — Luci. 

Yorkshire  Rivers.— Very  few  anglers  have  been  seen 
out  on  the  banks  of  the  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
Wharfe,  Eye,  Aire,  or  Ouse  during  the  past  week, 
thick  fogs  and  consequently  miserable  weather  acting  as  a 
deterrent  rather  than  an  inducement  to  even  keen  piscators 
to  visit  any  of  the  favourite  resorts  for  either  pike, 
grayling,  or  roach  fishing,  consequently  I  have  little  to 
report ;  the  best  dish  of  grayling  I  have  seen  caught  in  the 
Upper  Yore  was  one  shown  to  me  by  Dr.  Murphey,  of 
Bolton,  on  Monday  last,  caught  in  the  Yore  at  Danby. 
He  was  very  proud  of  the  dish,  and,  indeed,  the  ten 
exceptionally  fine  grayling,  nine  of  them  caught  with 
the  brandling  worm  in  a  thick  fog  and  a  high  water,  were 
worth  seeing,  and  if  there  had  been  light  enough  for  a 
photographer  to  have  taken  them  we  should  have 
had  a  picture  worth  having  !  The  Rev.  Father  Murphey 
and  other  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  week, 
but  with  only  indifferent  success.  To-day  we  have  had  a 
ghnt  of  sunshine,  but  only  of  a  very  transient  character ; 
and  the  sharp  white  frost  of  the  morning  gave  way  to 
anow,  sleet,  and  fog.  While  the  sunshine  did  last,  I  and 
Collinson  had  fair  sport  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jervaulx, 
killing  some  ten  grayling  and  half  a  dozen  dace  in  an  hour, 
but  the  wretched  weather  soon  drove  us  home  again.  (5f 
anglers  visiting  the  Wharfe  none  have  had  better  sport 
than  Mr.  Pickersgill,  of  Leeds,  who  had  eleven  good 
grayling,  caught  at  Collingham,  on  Friday  last,  and  his 
son  seven  nice  fish,  the  water  being  very  high.  Sport 
higher  up  the  river  does  not  call  for  any  special  comment ; 
and  anglers  visiting  the  Swale,  Derwent,  Nidd,  and  other 
nvera  have  only  met  with  moderate  sport.  To-day  more 
snow  hag  fallen  on  the  hills,  and  showers  of  snow  and  aleet 
in  the  valleys.   It  is  this  unsettled  weather  that  makea 


angling  so  very  uncertain  at  present.— John  E.  Millee, 
Northern  Angler's  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

Bt  Telegram.— J.  Blades,  the  well-known  Wensley- 
dale  professional  angler,  writes  me  that  in  spite  of  big 
waters  and  snow  broth  he  has  had  good  sport  with  the 
grayling  in  the  Hawes  Association  waters,  he  killing 
from  six  to  eight  fish  in  a  couple  of  hours  daily ;  and  Mr. 
Moore,  schoolmaster  of  Hardrow,  has  made  several  very 
heavy  baskets.  The  high  waters  have  been  against  pike 
fishing,  and  little  has  been  done  anywhere  ;  but  at  Horn- 
sea on  Monday,  Mr.  Selke,  of  Newcastle,  landed  five  fish, 
weighing  231b.  ;  and  on  Tuesday  the  same  number  of  fish, 
weighing  34ilb.,  the  largest  fish  weighing  101b.  The 
weather  to-day  is  very  wild  and  wet,  and  it  must  moderate 
considerably  before  we  can  expect  good  sport.  There  is  a 
lot  more  snow  on  the  hills  this  morning.— J.  B.  Millee, 
Northern  Angler's  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 

We  have  had  one  or  more  floods  since  my  last  notes,  and 
many  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past  ten  days,  and 
a  few  baskets  of  trout  have  been  killed  by  these  all-the- 
year-round  fishers.  The  takes,  however,  have  not  been 
heavy,  the  baskets  weighing  from  SJlb.  to  41b.,  while  one 
exceptional  basket  of  4f  lb.  was  killed  on  the  Eden,  three 
and  a  half  miles  from  Kelso.  On  the  Teviot  some  small 
takes  of  about  21b.  to  SJlb.  have  also  been  killed  by  the 
same  description  of  anglers  as  those  above  mentioned.  The 
fish  killed  by  these  ao-called  pisoatorians  were  of  a  very 
poor  class,  being  thin,  and  most  unseasonable  for  the 
table.  One  angler  on  the  Tweed  had  a  sea  trout  of  3Jlb. , 
in  very  good  condition ;  while  another  had  seven  grayling, 
weighing  31b. ;  and  on  the  Teviot  one  gentleman  had 
to-day  (Wednesday)  five  grayling  and  four  trout,  one  of 
the  former  fish  weighing  lib.  loz.  The  season  ia  most 
open  for  the  time  of  year,  and  if  we  only  had  some  genial 
weather,  which  we  can  now  scarcely  expect,  trout  would 
begin  to  improve  in  condition,  as  they  would  get  better 
feeding ;  but  by  the  time  that  the  legal  trout  fishing  begina 
(according  to  the  Kelso  Angling  Association  Rules,  Feb.  14) 
they  should  be  in  fairly  good  condition  providing  the  weather 
is  favourable,  and  this  is  all  that  can  in  the  meantime  be 
said  of  it.  I  have  had  information  from  one  of  the  Tweed 
Commissioners'  superintendents  to  day  to  the  effect  that 
there  have  been  a  good  many  fish  in  the  river  since  the 
close  time  began,  and  that  there  was  also  a  great  number 
of  spawning  salmon  seen  on  the  various  breeding  redds," 
many  of  these  being  of  large  size ;  while  at  the  same 
time  there  haa  been  an  abaence  of  sea  trout,  or,  as 
some  call  them,  bull  trout,  these  latter  fiah  being  a  scourge 
to  the  river,  as  they  devour  the  spawn  of  the  salmon  aa 
soon  as  possible  after  it  is  laid  down  by  the  gravid  fish. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Irish  Notes. — We  are  now  within  measurable  distanc  3 
of  the  opening  of  the  season  of  1899,  as  on  the  1st  prox.-  - 
seventeen  days  hence — angling  will  commence  on  the 
Boyne,  Bush,  Moy,  Suir,  Shannon,  Lee,  Bandon,  &c.  ^io 
far  as  the  weather  is  concerned  the  outlook  is  very  goo  d, 
but  there  is  plenty  of  time  yet  for  frost  and  snow.  The 
season  in  contemplation  will  be  a  poor  one,  indeed,  if  it  do 
not  better  than  the  past  one.  On  Saturday  last  a  m(  et- 
ing  of  the  committee  of  the  conference  of  Irish  Pishei-ii's 
Conservators  met  in  Dublin,  under  the  presidency  of  the 
Earl  of  Mayo.  Some  nineteen  resolutions  were  drawu  up 
for  submission  to  the  conference  on  the  21st  inst.  The 
resolutions  deal  exhaustively  with  the  decay  of  the  fisherie  s 
and  schemes  for  their  improvement.  They  will  finally  be 
submitted  to  Earl  Cadogan. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Judging 
from  present  appearancea,  I  incline  to  think  that  the  riveir 
will  be  in  perfect  trim  by  the  opening  day  of  the  csming 
angling  season,  Feb.  1.  For  nearly  three  mouths  we  ha\  e 
had  nothing  but  almost  constant  downpours  of  rain,  so  thftt 
I  am  in  hopes  that  the  spring  floods  will  not  be  so  heavy 
this  time  as  they  were  in  1897  and  1898,  to  the  great  dis- 
appointment of  salmon  fishers,  because  many  of  the  best 
reaches  were  rendered  unfishable  owing  to  the  swoUim 
state  of  the  river.  Of  course  I  will  keep  my  Engliiih  anglii  Ig 
friends  acquainted,  through  your  columns,  with  the 
prospects  of  sport  during  the  early  spring,  when  the  heairy 
cavalry,  otherwise  the  big  freehly-run  salmon,  will  lie 
giving  "at  homes  "  under  and  above  the  weir  wall,  in  tlie 
Mill  Pool,  and  adown  the  upper  and  lower  meadows,  the 
Castle,  and  Bon-a-voy  beats.  In  consequence  of  wet  and 
stormy  weather  the  big  pike  have  been  enjoying  a  respite 
on  Lough  Derg  for  some  weeks,  as  none  of  us  could 
venture  out  on  that  magnificent  expanse  of  water. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerr^). — Spring  salmon  are  cciming 
up  very  slowly,  though  the  weather  and  other  conditions 
have  been  favourable.  A  dozen  saltrou  only  were  hud  at 
the  weir  on  Waterville  river  during  the  first  four  days  of 
the  season.  The  heaviest  fish  weighed  171b.,  and  the 
average  weight  was  about  121b.  They  were  all  ia  fine 
condition.  Only  a  few  late  fish  remain  on  the  spawining 
beds  in  the  different  rivers,  and  spawning  may  be  i  con- 
sidered at  an  end. — T.  J.  D.  \ 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglsrs  for  the  week  ending  Friday 
Jan.  20.    Tides  decrease  daily.  ' 


_  The  Monthly  Delegate  Meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Assoicia- 
tion  will  take  placo  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  10,,  at 
Foresters'  Hall,  Glerkenwell.  \ 

To  Sportsmen.— Burberrys,  of  30,  Haymarkot,  London,  kre 
now  offering,  at  half  price,  tlieir  18n«  model  and  stoclc  sport.inK 
garments,  in  gabardine,  combination,  and  rain-proofed  twead; 
nhooting  coats,  26a.  3d.  and  31e.  fid.;  breeches,  l.'is.  and  2l)s.; 
Burberry  capes  and  long  overcoats,  3Is.  fid.;  farmers' overcoalts, 
18b.  ;  Scotch  B'^ockings,  2b.  9d.  Sent  on  approval  on  receipt  [of 
cheque  covering. 
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Brighton. — A  boat  angler  caught  about  six  acore 
whiting  about  a  week  ago,  since  which  we  have  had  stormy 
weather  and  high  winds  from  the  S.E.  and  8.W.,  and  at 
time  of  writing  (Jan.  11)  the  sea  is  veiy  rough  and  the 
weather  unsettled. — H. 

Castletown. — No  anglers  have  been  out  since  last 
report,  owing  to  strong  winds  and  a  generally  rough  sea. 
The  fish  usually  taken  at  this  time  are  reported  to  be 
numerous  on  the  inshore  courses. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane. — Anglers  during  the  past  few  days  have 
had  good  sport  at  whiting  and  pollack  in  the  direction  of 
Coomaconclane.  A  large  shoal  of  mullet  approached  close 
inshore  last  week,  and  seventy-five  were  had  by  a  trammel 
net.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  visitors  on  Jan.  8  included 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Igglesden,  Mr.  Gareau,  and  Mr.  Inskip,  and 
during  the  earlier  part  of  the  day  each  experienced  good 
sport,  but  the  later  hours  of  the  morning  and  the  after- 
noon yielded  scarcely  anything.  Forty-five  boats  were 
afloat,  and  everyone  brought  ashore  a  heavy  catch.  Mr. 
H.  Edwards  and  Dr.  Patterson  had  seven  score  seventeen 
whiting  and  fifteen  cod ;  Messrs.  Zaehnsdorf,  Gordon, 
and  Wood,  fourteen  acore  of  whiting  and  four  cod ; 
and  Dr.  Brunton  and  Mr.  Blyth,  nine  score  whiting 
and  one  cod.  Monday's  pier  anglers  were  Messrs. 
Gilbertson,  Gareau,  Humphreys,  Walters,  and  G.  Wood, 
but  the  morning's  catch  proved  few  and  small,  and 
the  afternoon  yielded  nothing.  Oue  local  boatman  had  a 
grand  catch  of  whiting  and  several  cod,  one  of  the  latter 
scaUng  over  201b.  The  pier  was  poorly  patronised  onTuesday, 
and  the  day's  results  were  also  poor  ;  but  to-day  (Wednes- 
day) a  splendid  lot  of  whiting,  codling,  and  dabs  were 
caught,  many  of  the  whiting  ranging  between  21b.  and  31b. 
The  mildness  of  the  morning  brought  out  no  less  than 
twenty-three  anglers  of  both  sexes,  and  one  and  all  were 
highly  successful,  the  heaviest  take  being  made  by  Mr. 
Gilbertson.  Good  sport  may  be  expected  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  spring  tides.— J.  Richaedson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal. — Thursday,  5th  January,  light  air,  westerly; 
water  smooth  and  in  good  condition  ;  and  a  large  quantity 
of  cod,  codling,  and  fine  whiting,  landed  by  the  local 
fishermen  along  the  beach,  in  fact,  I  believe  it  is  the  red- 
letter  day  this  season;  I  don't  remember  ever  seeing  such  a 
sight  at  this  time  of  the  year  before.  One  buyer  sent  by 
luggage  train  for  market  over  1  ton  cod,  codling,  and  fine 
whiting.  6th,  wind,  S.E.;  fine,  water  smooth  and  very 
clear,  and  very  poor  sport  obtained,  save  a  few  boats  which 
landed  fair  takes  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  and  several 
anglers  came  down.  7th,  sport  only  medium,  as  the 
weather  was  unsettled  and  only  a  few  boats  out.  Mr. 
Edwards,  with  Larkins  boatman,  took  seven  score  whiting 
and  two  cod ;  and  others  doing  fairly  well.  8th,  wind 
S.W.,  fine,  and  warm ;  water  amooth,  and  a  large  number 
of  anglers  out ;  Messrs.  Taylor,  Tautz,  Symonds,  and 
others  out  in  B  S.  Angler,  and  took  twelve  score  wluting, 
eight  cod,  the  beat  91b.,  one  conger,  Clb. ;  Messrs  Edwards 
and  Dr.  Patterson  took  fifteen  cod  and  seven  score  whiting ; 
and  Master  Taylor,  with  his  father,  hooked,  played, 
and  landed  a  cod  of  81b. ;  Mr.  Mallet  and  friend,  twelve 
score  whiting  and  two  nice  codling ;  Messrs.  Glassingtons, 
Leeks,  Perks,  and  Andrews,  twelve  score  whiting  and 
seven  codling  ;  while  a  great  many  other  anglers  scored 
up  well.  9th,  vrind,  S.S.W.,  with  fine  clear  sky,  and 
warm  ;  sport  fair.  Messrs.  Hall,  the  Eev.  Brackenbury, 
and  another  gentleman  landed  about  seven  score  whiting 
(one  weighing  41b.),  one  cod  of  81b.,  and  two  smaller  ones. 
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lOth,  wind,  S.S.W.,  fresh  breeze  ;  clear  and  warm  the 
first  part  of  day,  and  freshened,  with  rain,  later,  too 
much  for  boat  fishing.  11th,  wiad,  S.S.W. ;  fine  all  first 
part  of  day.  Several  local  fishe^|Pbn  put  out  and  obtaiaed 
very  fair  sport  with  fine  codling,  an  occasional  cod,  and 
nice  takes  of  fine  whiting ;  one  min  brought  ashore  a 
large  pollack,  in  splendid  condition.  There  u  every 
appearance  of  good  sport  when  weather  moderate. — 
Edwd.  Hanges  (Agent,  B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Hake,  ling,  and  poUaok  are  now  being  had  in 
"average  numbers,  and  when  the  weather  assumes  a  more 
favourdble  aspect  good  sport  should  be  had  at  those  fish. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Flymouth. — Fishing  weather  has  been  very  unsettled 
daring  the  last  week  ;  some  heavy  storms  of  rain  have  pre- 
vented the  amateurs  from  going  out.  Some  very  large 
pouting  have  been  caught,  some  nearly  lib.  in  weight ; 
and  the  grey  mullet  are  still  at  th»  varioas  docks  and  piers 
where  they  usually  haunt.  I  have  heard  of  some  nice 
takes  of  tass,  but  am  not  sure  whether  they  were  caught 
at  the  eastern  side  of  the  estuary  or  the  westward.  The 
hooking  boats  have  been  having  some  good  conger  and 
ling,  but  the  weather  has  been  very  unsettled  for  their 
goirg  to  the  outer  grounds.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  lot 
of  onr  trawlers  lately  have  been  losing  their  gear  through 
citchiug,  they  suppose,  in  sunken  wrecks.  I  have  my  own 
opinion  about  this,  and  am  making  further  inquiries.  I 
have  an  ilea,  that  the  deposits  of  stone  from  the  dredging 
hoppers  are  answerable  for  a  good  deal  of  their  losses.  It 
is  a  serious  thing  when  a  vessel  goes  to  sea  and  loses  her 
gear,  worth  from  £30  to  £40.— William  Heabder. 

Sonthend  and  Iieigh..  —  Although  somewhat  un- 
settled, the  weather,  on  the  whole,  has  been  very  fine,  and 
splendid  sport  has  been  enjoyed  with  the  flat  fish,  which 
are  just  now  very  large.  The  pier  extension  is  now  open 
to  the  public.  The  tide  will  be  suitable  for  fishing  this 
week-end,  and,  signs  of  rain  notwithstanding,  meteoro- 
logical prospects  are  favourable.  Barometer,  29'43, 
rising;  wind,  S.W.,  fresh;  sea  moderate. — Charles 
HrssEY  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Pollack  anglers  are  once  more  getting 
go^d  sport  near  Begnish  Island,  one  angler  on  Monday 
getting  as  many  as  two  dozen  fish. — T.  J.  D. 


January  15.   

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Battersea  Pisoatorials  :  Match  at  Wraysbury. 

Bermondsey  Biothers  :  Match  on  the  Arun. 

Clipham  Junction :  Outing  to  Wraysbury. 

Clapham  Strollers :  Match. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

HoUoway  :  Beading  by  Mr.  Stevens. 

Jubilee  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Xorth-East  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Match  at  Roydon. 

Stockwell :  Outing  to  Teddington, 
January  16. 

Anglers'  Assrciation  :  Delegate  meeting, 

North-East  Brothers :  Concert. 

Pitcitorial  Society  :  Annual  meeting, 

Priuce  of  Wales  ;  Visit. 
January  17. 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 

North  London :  Visit. 

Stockwell :  Supper. 
January  21. 

Alma  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Beading. 


Jan.  22. — Brothers  Well  Met :  Outing  to  Bures. 
,,   22. — Camden  :  Match  at  Henley. 
„   22.— Campbell  United  :  Match  at  Henley. 
„   22.— Elgin:  Match  at  Surly  Hall. 
,,    22. — Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
,,    22. — Mildmay  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
,,   22. — Prince  of  Wales  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
,,   22. — Eoyal  Oak  :  Roving  match. 
,,   22. — Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 
„   23. — Crown  and  Buckland :    Rivera  Preservation 

concert. 
„    23.— Phcenix:  Visit. 
,,    21. — Alma:  Supper. 
,,   25. — West  Green  :  Supper. 
„   29. — Brompton  :  Supper. 

„    29. — Burlington   Piscatorial   Society  :    Outing  to 

Langley. 
,,  29. — Dalston  :  Outing. 

,,   30. — Anchor   and    Hope  :    Reading   by  Mr,  T. 

Crumplen. 
,,    30. — Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Visit. 
„   30. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Smoking  concert. 
,,   31. — Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 
Feb.   2. — Hatcham  Brothers  :  Concert. 
2. — West  London :  Supper. 
,,     5. — Islington  Brothers:  Match  at  Cookham. 
,,     5. — Walham  Green  :  r>uting. 
,,     7. — Mildmay  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     9. — St.  Ives  (Hunts) :  Annual  match. 
,,   12. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Goring. 


AlfEEiOAN  Books — A  catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departmenta  of  literature  can  be  bad  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
A  Co..  LimUed,  St.  Dnnstan's    '  use,  Fetter  Lane,  Loi>d«n 

OKrRjTTAi,  Books  formerly  isaned  by  W.  H.  Ailen  and  Co.)  now 
pnbllnhfld  by  Sampson  Ixjw,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dtuiitan's  HoDRe,  F«M«r-lane,  London,  Publlsbers  to  the  India 
Omrs.—A.  CATAiXMltff!  of  these  T«xt  Books,  Clasa  Books,  Hls- 
tsrle*,  and  ladian  Government  Pabllcstions  ean  be  had  ni 
applicatioQ. 


i^tpxts  from  Clu&s 


We  beg  to  remind  Secrtlarir-s  that  their  Rrnortu  miiat 
retch  vs  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
ETening.  Addrens  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazettk,  Sf. 
Dunjtav's  Honne.  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Cll'B 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Angflers'  Aisooiatiom. — The  monthly  delegate  meet- 
ing will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  IG,  at 
8..30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Augflers'  Assooiation,  (Western  Distbict) 
Visitmgf  List. — The  i  cxt  visit  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
Jan.  16,  at  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Ed«ware-road  ;  two  minutes'  walk 
from  Edgware-road  station  (Metropolitan). — J.  Harris. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Anglingr  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
On  Jan.  11  Mr.  E.  Jackson  was  chairman.  Several 
members  had  fish  :  G.  Barker  over  51b.  of  roach ;  George 
Prouten,  dace  ;  Ben  Dare  and  H.  Slack,  roach  and  dace. 
We  fish  a  jack  sweepstakes  competition  in  A. A.  waters, 
Langley,  Veitche's  pound ;  one  rod  only ;  members  can 
take  own  baits.  Entrance  fee  Is.  Takes  place  on  Jan  29. 
Full  particulars  next  week. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angfliug  Society.  Coach  and  Horses,  Forts- 
mouth  Place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Jan.  8  the  fol- 
lowing weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Drew,  chub/roach,  and  perch, 
41b.  12Joz. ;  Hopping,  roach  and  dace,  21b.  IHoz. ; 
Utting,  Black,  Montgomery,  and  Dyer,  roach  and.  dace. 
On  Jan.  24  the  members  sit  down  to  a  leg  of  mutton 
supper,  provided  by  our  worthy  host  at  2s.  per  head.  Any 
friend  wishing  to  join  us  will  be  made  welcome. — J. 
Chambers. 

Alma  Piscatorials,  261, _  Seven  Sisters-road,  N.— 
The  first  outing  of  the  season  will  take  place  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  21.  Members  requiring  punts,  swims  baited,  or  live 
bait  provided  should  notify  the  fact,  not  later  than  the 
18th  inst.,  to  Mr.  Cartwright,  who  has  kindly  arranged 
and  who  will  be  in  charge  of  this  outing. — W.  Komlosy. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Pox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — On  Jan.  8 
the  following  members  had  good  shows  of  fish  :  Messrs. 
Lambarth,  roach  and  dace ;  MUlin,  a  fine  show  of  roach 
and  dace ;  Hutchingson,  roach ;  Payne,  roach ;  Nunn, 
sen,,  roach  and  dace ;  and  Brelsforth,  roach  and  dace. 
The  next  outing  of  the  above  takes  place  on  Jan.  15,  at 
Amberley,  for  six  prizes. — G.  Merey. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Aniflintr  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — On  Jan.  8  we  competed  at 
Datchet  for  the  January  series  of  prizes,  the  following 
being  successful :  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  31b.  4Joz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Farmer,  31b.  SJcz. ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  21b.  2ioz. ;  several 
others  having  fiah.  On  Jan.  6  Mr.  B.  C.  Booth  weighed-in 
dace,  lib.  ISjoz.,  one  dace  weighing  lib.  2Joz.,  which  is 
being  preserved  by  Mr.  J.  Jones.  A  lecture  by  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  (our  president),  entitled  "  Fishing  in  the 
Eastern  Counties,"  illustrated  by  oxy-hydrogen  views,  will 
be  given  at  the  society's  spicious  room  on  Jan.  30,  to  be 
followed  by  a  smoking  concert.  This  being  our  first 
concert  under  our  new  landlord,  we  shall  be  pleased  to  S9e 
all  friends  rally  round  us  on  this  occasion. — F.  W. 
Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angrliu?  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea.  S.W. — On  Jan.  8  Mr. 
W.  Thomas  weighed-in  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Hudson,  a  fine  take 
of  bream  and  roach,  five  of  the  latter  scaling  5|lb.  (heaviest 
lib.  12oz.)  Absent  members  are  informed  of  match  at 
Cookham  on  Jan.  15.  Trains  :  Paddington,  8.40  ;  and  in 
conjunction,  Vauxhall,  7.40  ;  Queen's-road,  7.43  ;  Batter- 
sea, 7.46. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Pisoa.torial8,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanJey-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  Since  my  last 
report  the  club  was  saved  from  a  blank  by  Mr.  T.  Tring- 
ham,  who  weighed-in  some  nice  bream  and  roach.  We 
fish  a  match  at  Wraysbury  on  the  15th ;  to  go  by  the 
8.27  a.m.  and  return  by  the  5.10  p.m.  Our  visit  on  the 
8.L.U.V.  List  takes  place  on  the  30th,  when  I  should  like 
to  see  the  clubs  in  force. — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Ang'ling^  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.  —  The  members  of  the 
above  will  fish  a  competition  for  their  January  series  of 
prizes  on  the  15th,  in  the  river  Arun,  not  in  the  Thames, 
as  stated  last  week.  Members  to  be  allowed  to  book  to 
either  Pulborough  or  Amberley,  and  not  to  start  until  the 
morning.  The  following  members  weighed-in  on  the  8th  : 
Meesrs.  J.  Hobb,  17|lb.  ;  J.  Smith,  151b. ;  and  J.  Martin, 
141b.  of  roach.  On  the  11th  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  weighed- 
in  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  chub  from  the  Thames  (.SSJlb.). 
— Alf.  Conn. 

Blaokfriars  Ani^lin^  9ociety,  The  Imperial, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E. — Our  January  series  of  prizes  was 
fished  for  at  Bures  on  Jan.  8,  Mr.  J.  Foster  being  first ; 
Messrs.  Kobelt,  J.  WheelhouEe.Wliiley,  and  Howard  being 
the  other  successful  competitors,  but  with  small  takes.  In 
reference  to  my  inquiries  as  to  tench  unfairly  taken  by  our 
member,  Mr.  W.  Farmer,  it  has  turned  out  just  as  our 
society  expected  ;  but  still,  we,  the  members  of  the  Black- 
friars,  bears  no  animosity  to  those  gentlemen  that  gave  us 
what  they  had  heard  about  said  fish.  We,  the  committee 
of  the  Blackfriars,  are  done  with  the  affair,  and  don't 
want  to  hear  any  more  about  it. — J.  Wiieelhouse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angflin?  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Jan.  8  Mr. 
H.  Davis  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  21b.  7|oz.  (one  roach 
weighing  lib.  4Joz.) ;  Messrs.  T.  Davis  and  J.  Taylor, 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  C.  Davis,  roach.  Wednesday  next, 
Jan.  18,  will  b«  limit  night,  when  all  subscriptions  must  be 
paid  without  fail, — T,  Paternoster. 


Brompton  Aneling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  S.W. — Members  are  requested  to 
attend  in  force  on  Wednesday  next  to  settle  final  details 
of  match  for  supper  kindly  offered  by  Mr.  Cowper,  which 
it  is  proposed  to  fish  on  Jan.  2'.). — C.  A. 

Brothers  Well  Met  AngUng:  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N. — 
Our  outing  on  Jan.  8  to  the  east  coast  was  somewhat  a 
failure,  only  about  141b.  of  fiah  being  taken.  On  the  same 
day,  Mr.  H.  Bodeen  weighed-in  two  jack  and  81b.  of  roach 
from  our  water  at  Bures ;  also  Mr.  E.  Gardner,  roach.  On 
the  22nd  we  fish  for  a  series  of  prizes  at  Bures. — Hy. 
Tamk. 

Burlington  Piscatorial  Society.  Burlington  Hotel. 
Burlington-road.  Westbourne  Park,  W.— A  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  18,  at  9  o'clock.  Kindly 
attend  this  meeting  to  settle  what  prizes  for  the  outing  to 
Laugley  on  Jan.  29.— P.  Lavington. 

Camden  Angiiug  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— We  had  a 
successful  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.  last  Monday,  sixteen  clubs 
being  represented.  Mr.  Mysteria  gave  us  a  clever  ventri- 
loquial  entertainment.  We  have  a  roving  match  at 
Henley  on  Jan.  22. — E.  Bo.xall. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  High-road,  Kilbum. — The  following  weighed- 
in  on  Jan.  8  :  Mr.  J.  Bowry,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  J. 
Tanner,  roach  and  dace.  Our  next  match  takes  place  at 
Henley  on  Jan.  22.  Usual  conditions  :  signal  to  be  given 
at  the  Anchor. — A.  C.  Quk  k. 

Castle  Fields  Angling  Society  (Shrewsbury).— 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  abave  society  was  held 
at  headquarters,  the  Dog  and  Pheasant,  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  22,  and  as  a  result  of  the  audit  of  the  year's  accounts 
a  dividend  of  ISs.  2|d.  was  paid  to  eligible  members, 
carrying  forward  a  substantial  balance.  The  necessary 
officers  were  duly  appointed,  the  chairman,  vice-chairman, 
and  treasurer  being  re-elected.  The  annual  supper  took 
place  on  Jan  5,  whpn  a  capital  spread  was  provided  by  the 
host  and  hostess  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Titton),  to  which  ample 
justice  was  done,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent, 
all  those  present  having  thoroughly  enjojed  themselves. — 
D.  T.  Jenkins. 

Clapham  >f  T:<uotion  Angling*  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. —On  the  8th 
the  following  weighed-in  fish  ;  Messrs.  A.  Bowater, 
H.  Runnegar,  H.  Moore,  J.  Thome  ;  the  latter  member 
had  among  his  take  one  roach  over  lib.  Members  are 
requested  not  to  forget  oar  match  on  Jan.  15,  at  Wrays- 
bury ;  train  from  Clapham  Junction,  8.27  ;  return  from 
Wraysbury  at  8  55 — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — On  Jan.  8  several  of 
our  members  were  out,  Messrs.  Wallace,  Sandle,  Low- 
renoe  having  fish.  We  fish  our  next  competition  at 
Windsor  on  Jan.  15  for  three  prizes  ;  all  fish  to  weigh. — 
T.  Pasmore. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
Camden  A.S.  on  Monday  evening.  Mr.  Bob  Marshall  in  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Fitter.  The  following  seventsen 
societies  were  well  represented,  viz.  :  Great  Northern 
Brothers,  Lincoln,  St.  John's,  Eustonian,  Bloomebury 
Brothers,  Alma,  North  London,  Camden,  Phreuix,  Royal 
George,  Central  Club.  Queen's  Piscatorials,  Prince  of 
Wales,  Dibdin,  Social  Brothers,  Brompton,  and  Original 
Clerkenwell.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Phoenix  on 
Monday,  Jan.  23.  The  quarterly  general  meeting  will  be 
on  Thursday,  Jan.  19,  at  the  Middlesex  Arms.  To  meet  at 
9.15  p.m. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Jan.  8  several 
were  out  and  all  onr  prizes  were  taken  as  follows : 
Osment,  one;  Cobbold,  two;  Thompson,  three;  also 
Messrs.  Eastwood,  Hunt,  and  Jordan  were  prize-winners. 
On  Tuesday  we  had  general  meeting,  and  arranged  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner  the  late  netting  appeal. 
Members  please  note  Rule  10. — T.  Faulkner. 

Crown  and  Buokland  Piscatorial  Society. 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C. — On  Jan.  8 
the  following  weighed-in :  Mr.  Long,  roach ;  A.  Ander- 
son, roach  and  perch  ;  H.  Haines,  roach  ;  and  W. 
Leadbeater,  a  nice  shaped  jack  of  61b.  We  have  arranged 
to  fish  for  our  remaining  prizes  during  February.  Date 
and  locality  to  be  fixed  at  our  next  meeting,  which  will  be 
quarterly  meeting  night,  when  all  members  are  requested 
to  clear  the  books.  On  Jan.  23  we  have  a  smoking  concert 
on  behalf  of  the  Rivers  Preservation  Fund.  Ladies 
invited.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Societjr,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan.  10  there  was  a  very 
good  attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  prizes  in 
hand  should  be  competed  for  on  Jan.  29.  Full  particulars 
to  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Tuesday,  the  17th,  to  hear  the  balance-sheet 
read. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — The  outing  on  Jan  8  was  a  grand  success. 
The  successful  competitors  were :  Messrs.  D.  AnseU, 
jack  ;  J.  Edwards,  jack;  W.  Elton,  roach  and  bream;  H. 
Brock,  hybrid.  Usual  meeting  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  A. 
Coultman  proposed  as  a  new  member.  Balance-sheet  for 
half-year  read  and  pa^s;d. — Johnny  Edwards. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials.  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N. — Outing  successful. — Greg. 

Bagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tott«nham.— 
On  Jan.  2  Mr.  T.  F.  Barlow  had  a  show  of  jack.  On  4th, 
Messrs.  J.  Dyer  and  T.  F.  Barlow,  about  101b.  roach, 
dace,  and  chub.  On  8th,  Mr.  W.  S.  Price,  roach  and 
dase.  On  10th,  Messrs.  W.  Denton,  G.  Baynton,  and 
T.  F.  Barlow,  four  dozen  dace. — W.  S.  Price, 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Notting  Hill,  W, — Several  members  were  out  on 


26 


THE  PISHING  GAzET^E 


[January  li,  1899 


Jan.  8,  some  of  them  having  good  ehows  of  fish.  Mr. 
Wilson  and  Mr.  Bridge  had  the  best.  We  fish  a  match  on 
Jan.  22  for  a  number  of  prizes  (roving),  from  WiDdaor 
Bridge  to  Surly  Hall ;  all  members  to  go  by  the  8  o'clock 
train  from  Westbourne  Park. — G.  KlN». 

Unterprise  Angliugr  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — The  following  members  weighed- 
in  on  Jan.  8  :  Messrs.  Pheasey,  roach,  dace,  and  perch, 
81b.  ;  Wells,  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  51b.  lOoz.  ;  Balam, 
roach,  31b.  14Joz.  ;  Mr.  Pheasey  iDeing  the  fortunate 
winner  of  the  fortnightly  prize. — W.  Leitevre. 

Firm  and  True  Augfling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth. — On  Jan.  8  several  members 
weighed-in  nice  shows  of  roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday 
night  we  keld  our  return  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  List,  when 
twelve  clubs  were  represented.  We  weie  represented 
with  plenty  of  very  good  talent  during  the  evening.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Field,  president  of  the 
S.L.U.V.  List ;  Mr.  George  George,  of  the  St.  Thomas' 
A.S.,  and  Mr.  T.  A.  Veasey,  our  worthy  host,  occupied 
the  vice-chair.  I  wish  to  thank  those  gentlemen  and  the 
whole  of  the  artists  for  their  kindness  in  coming  to  help 
us  make  this  a  great  night  for  the  opening  of  the  new 
year. — T.  Rosser. 

Forest  Piscatorial  Society,  Rose  and  Crown,  Hoe- 
street,  Walthamstow. — Messrs.  G.  Beaumont  and  W, 
Davies  weighed-in  roach. — H.  Tisley. 

Forest  Oate  Fi?catorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — Since  my  last  report  the 
following  members  have  weighed  in  :  Messrs  Creeke  and 
Head,  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Inman,  jack  ;  Mr.  Willett,  jack, 
1  tlb.  On  the  1st  inst.  we  fished  for  the  two  remaining 
pri;4es  of  Christmas  competition,  which  resulted  in  Mr. 
Creeke  laking  first,  ivith  roach  and  bream,  and  Mr.  Head 
second,  roach. — H.  F.  C. 

Oood  Intent  Autflingr  Society,  Tlia  Crown, 
Church-sti  eet,  Slioreditcli. — Mr.  Thoaipson  and  Maybury 
brought  in  roach  on  Jan.  8.  .M  r,  J  ones  had  jack  on  the 
10th.  The  members  vivted  dtl  Is.  to  the  Netting  Fund, 
also  ,tl  Is.  to  the  Preservation  and  Stocking  Fund.  I 
hope  all  societies  will  do  likewise. — R.  Muki'HT. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Haroonrt-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  a  very  nice  show 
of  fish  on  Jan.  8,  chiefly  roach — there  was  one  jack 
amongst  them — the  finest  show  of  roach  we  have  had 
during  the  season. — A  E.  Payne. 

Hatcham  Brotlxers'  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — On  Jan.  8  a  record 
show  of  jack  graced  our  tables.  Mr.  A.  Mead  came  first 
with  five  jack,  scaling  241b.  (largest  lOjlb.),  now  being 
preserved ;  second,  Mr.  H.  Bird,  two  jack,  lUb.  (largest 
()lb.  lOoz.)  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Furnival,  with  jack,  Olb.  Mr. 
Furnival  had  also  a  good  show  of  perch  (largest  over  lib.), 
all  taken  from  the  club's  private  vsater.  Mr.  J.  Winter 
had  two  roach  from  Pulborongh,  one  over  lib.  A  series  of 
concerts  are  about  to  be  arranged,  the  first  of  which  will 
take  place  on  Thursday,  Feb.  2.  Further  particulars  of 
which  will  be  given  in  the  Fisliin§  Gazette. — W.  Tarry. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnil  Green,  E. — Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Jeffries  had  a  show  of  roach.  Mr.  Robinson  was  elected 
treasurer  of  this  club  co-jointly  with  Mr.  Russell. — C. 
Smith 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. — At  our  usual  weekly 
meeting  Mr.  Caines  delivered  his  reading  on  "  Pike 
Fishing,"  which  was  much  enjoyed.  The  next  reading 
will  be  given  by  Mr.  fciteinhart  on  "Trout  Fishing." 
Messrs.  G.  Johnson  and  A.  Stevens,  out  on  Friday  at 
Hertfordshire,  had  several  jack.  Mr.  Clayton,  on  Jan.  8, 
had  a  fine  show  of  roach,  several  over  lib.  Mr.  Caines, 
out  on  Wednesday,  reports  Colne  very  thick,  and 
prospects  of  sport  poor. — A.  Clayton. 

HoKton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  —  On  Jan.  8  the  members 


competed  for  special  priz«3  at  Rye  House  ;  all  were  taken, 
but  with  only  small  weights.  The  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  J.  Wiltshire,  J.  Hnntley,  A.  McGuiness,  W.  Smith, 
W.  Bishop,  E.  Harris ;  also  Messrs.  F.  Newton  and  H. 
Bailey  weighed-in  roach  for  monthly  prices. — Josnnt. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Jan.  8  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  Holder,  roach ;  Howard,  roach  ; 
J.  H.  Herbert,  roach  ;  Hecakford,  roach  ;  Burwash,  dace ; 
and  Boys,  dace.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  when  it 
was  settled  to  have  our  return  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern 
District  Last  on  Tuesday,  Jas.  31. — J.  H.  Hbebert. 

Xsaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street.  Kingsland-road. — The  members 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  Jan.  8,  Messrs.  G. 
Nunn,  C.  Hay  ward,  and  B.  Hill  being  the  winners.  The 
three  "  specials  "  offered  for  competition  on  Wednesday 
last  were  not  taken.  Mr.  C.  A.  Hay  ward  weighed-in 
roach,  and  Mr.  G.  Rogers  jack,  on  Jan.  8. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  two  nice  shows  of  roach  weighed-in  from  the  Thames 
by  Messrs.  Bence  and  Gilder.  We  fish  a  match  on  Jan  15 
from  Cookham  Bridge  to  Bourne  End  Railway  Bridge  ; 
all  fish  to  weigh ;  two  rods ;  take  your  own  live  baits  ; 
first  train  down  from  Westbourne  Park,  or  any  gubsequent 
train. — G.  Bence. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. — In  consequence  of  the 
lamented  death  of  our  secretary,  Mr.  A.  B.  Mason,  the 
competition  arranged  for  the  15th  inst.  is  postponed  until 
further  notice. — W.  J.  Jones. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Peutonville. — On  Jan.  8  the  followiug 
wcighed  iii  close  on  Kllb.  of  ro.ich  and  dace  :  Messrs. 
Utton,  BifCgs,  Johnson,  11.  Watling.  Manly,  W.  Watling, 
IJowley,  liowdrey,  and  Cook.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  John- 
sou  and  Mr.  Baker  weighed-in  some  roach  and  dace.  We 
have  an  outing  to  Bourne  End  on  Jan.  22  for  seven  prizes  ; 
usual  conditions. — W.  Watllvcj. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— We  had  a  fair  attendance  at  our  last 
meeting,  and  the  members  were  in  a  business  vein,  and 
cleared  everything  off  the  board.  Four  members  had  been 
fishing  in  the  Dee,  and  reported  good  sport  amongst  roach 
and  dace,  but  the  pike  fishers  had  a  blank.  We  are,  in 
conjunction  with  the  West  Derby  Club,  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  form  a  centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Association  here,  and  a  meeting  is  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bedford  at  the  Bee  Hotel  on  Saturday  afternoon  next,  to 
consider  and  decide  the  matter.  We  hope  the  new  Central 
Club  will  come  in,  as  this  would  materially  strengthen  the 
combination. — Rn.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  BTouse  Hotel,  Commutation  Row. — The  annual 
meeting  of  the  above-named  association,  which  has  been 
an  adjourned  one  for  three  meetings,  owing  to  the  great 
amount  of  work,  was  finally  conclud  d  on  Monday  last. 
During  the  meeting  it  has  been  decided  to  raise  the  amount 
of  specimen  prizes  from  5s.  first  and  23.  6d.  second  to  lOs. 
and  58.  respectively.  Also  that  specimens  will  only  be  eligible 
from  free  waters  ;  that  is  to  say,  where  each  and  every 
member  can  fish  either  by  permission  or  by  payment  not 
exceeding  Is.  per  day,  two  members'  names  being  suflicient  to 
certify  the  weight  of  the  fish.  Fixture  cards  will  be 
printed,  showing  the  dates  and  places  where  the  matches 
win  be  fished  during  this  season,  both  for  week-day  and 
Sunday  matches.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
the  officers  of  the  society  for  the  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  they  have  managed  the  affairs  of  the  association 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  The  election  of  officers  to 
serve  durinsr  the  season  of  1899  resulted  as  follows  :  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Macmuldron  ;  chairman,  Mr.  G.  F.  Chantler ; 
vire-chairman,  Mr.  G.  Attwood ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Syl. 
Walker  ;  secretary,  James  Reynolds ;  assistant-secretary, 


Mr,_^  J.  Sharpe;  auditors,  Messrs.  E.  Bate  and  J.  W. 
Wright;  committee,  Messrs.  Isaac  Smith,  J.  A.  Porter, 
A.  Laidlaw,  T.  C.  Leger,  J.  Gilmore,  J.  Wishart,  J.  E. 
Pritchard,  and  J.  Gardner.  The  annual  dinner,  which 
will  take  place  this  month,  has  not  yet  been  put  in  form, 
but  it  is  likely  to  be  in  a  day  or  so.  Tight  lines  and  good 
luck  to  all  the  members. — James  Reynolds. 

Maiden  and  Meybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — Since  my  last  report 
some  very  good  roach  have  been  taken  from  the  Langford, 
backwater  by  Mr.  J.  Freeman,  T.  Springett,  S.  Vince, 
Ben  Bevers.  The  remaining  Christmas  prizes  were  fished 
off  on  Saturday  last,  the  first  prize  being  secured  by  T. 
Springett,  followed  by  8.  Vince,  B.  Severs,  R.  White,  H. 
Hutchinson.  Ben  Lees,  of  the  Brunswick  A.S.,  secured 
some  very  good  roach  on  the  8th  inst. — two  fish  over  IJlb. 
each  and  a  bream  21b.  12oz.  The  time  of  high  water  at 
Beeleigh  on  the  15th  will  be  at  3.12  p.m.  This  will  allow 
for  most  of  the  afternoon  in  the  tidal  waters.  The  com- 
petition for  the  cup  given  by  Mr.  Ben  Lees  will  be  com- 
menced on  Saturday  next,  Jan.  14,  at  2  p.m.,  and  fish  up 
till  dark ;  all  fish  to  be  weighed-in  at  7  p.m.  each  Satur- 
day. The  prize  offered  by  Mr.  C.  Evans,  of  the  Cam- 
biidge  Heath  A.S.,  will  also  be  included  in  the  com- 
petition commencing  next  Saturday,  and  will  be  continued 
on  Jan.  21,  Jan.  28,  Feb.  4.  The  member  taking  the 
heaviest  gross  weight  of  roach  and  dace  will  receive  the 
cup,  and  the  other  prizes  will  follow  on. — F.  Keen. 

liiildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N. — The  fourteenth  annual  dinner  of  this 
society  will  be  held  on  Feb.  7,  at  7.30  p.ni.  Tickets  are 
now  ready,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  members  as 
soon  as  possible  as  to  how  many  they  will  rei|uire.  Our 
next  outing  is  to  Paugbourne  on  the  2l3t  and  22nd  iust. 
Details  to  be  arranged  ne.xt  Tuesday. — A.  E.  Henhox. 

North-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Greeu-street. — On  Jan.  8  W.  lliohards,  sen., 
weighod-in  roach.  On  .Ian.  l.j,  match  at  Burnt  Mill; 
train,  7.20,  Globe-rcail,  or  8  o'clock  Liverpool-street, 
Monday,  Jan.  i'j,  smoking  concert. — A.  Liavis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Jan.  8  Messrs.  Pink  and  Black 
weighed-in  roach  from  the  Lea  ;  Hayes  and  Adams,  roach 
and  dace  from  the  Thames.  The  next  return  visit  on  the 
Central  List  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  17. 
Secretaries  not  receiving  invitations  kindly  accept  this  as 
such,  and  oblige.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next 
week  to  settle  date  of  next  outing. — H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
On  Jan.  1  we  had  a  fair  show  of  fish — Messrs.  W.  Madget, 
91b.  jack  ;  S.  Orrow,  61b.  lOoz.  roach  ;  S.  Dulieu,  31b.  8oz. 
jack ;  R.  Brockett,  roach ;  J.  Franks  winning  the  last 
prize  on  our  list  with  perch.  Tuesday,  3rd,  was  onr 
general  meeting  night.  The  balance-sheet  was  read  and 
received,  showing  that  we  are  in  a  good  financial  position. 
— E.  Brockett. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Fiscatorial  Society, 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
Jan.  8  Messrs.  Hill  had  a  nice  show  of  chub  (largest  31b.), 
also  a  barbel  4Jlb. ;  Atchison,  roach  ;  Widmer,  roach  and 
dace ;  Webster,  jack.  We  have  a  match  at  Roydon  on 
Jan.  15. — A.  Hill. 

Fark  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  members  were  out  on  Jan.  8 : 
Messrs.  Thompson,  Pemberton,  Coldwell,  Stracy,  Carter, 
Hopton,  jun.,  Reitz,  Hopton,  sen.,  and  Vyell,  sport  being 
bad,  and  only  two  weighed-in.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  settle  date  for  the  concert. — 
W.  8. 

Fhoeniz  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock.  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  Jan.  8  Mr.  Austin  bad  171b.  of  good 
roach  from  the  Thames ;  Mr.  Carr,  bream.  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  List  will  be 
to  us  on  Jan.  23. — R.  C. 
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"EXCEL 
COCOA. 

absolutely  pure. 

Few  can  equal,  none  can  "  excel." — Fun. 
ClO.OOOREWARU   6d.  Packets,  Tins  2s.  per  lb. 

DelicloiLS  Aroma.  Dietic,  Sustamlng.— Vide  AnalyBta. 
CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (Registered).  A  Superioi 
Chocolate,  In  handsome  iiozes,  6d. 
OUVENIE"  Boxes,  the  Season's  Soooess,  from  6d 
CHOCOLATE  WAFERS,  a  delicious  Chooolate,  Bd.  md 
Is.  per  box. 

COURT  CHOCOLATE,  the  finest  eating  Chooolate,  Ic 

handiiome  Boxes.  Is.  and  28. 

Sold  everywhere,  or  direct  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Pwrveyors  to  E.R.B.  the  Princess  of  Wales 
LONDON  WOBKS.  BEBMONDSET,  8.E. 


TO  THE  DEAF. 

~r\R.  NICHOLSON'S  Patented  Artificial 
Ear  Drums  have  stood  the  test  of 
20  years,  curing  1,000,000  persons,  and 
are  still  acknowledged  to  be  the  only  real 
cure  for  Deafne-s,  Noises  in  the  Head, 
and  other  Aural  Troubles.  Doctors  say 
theao  Ear  Drums  have  done  more  for 
humanity  than  any  other  medical  inven- 
tion. A  Descriptive  Book  in  any  language 
sent  free  by  J.  H.  Nicholson,  17,  Bury- 
stteet,  Loudon,  W.C. 


The  Beat  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

33  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 
PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3Jd. 

THE  "WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.  0.  G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children, 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMmSTER  GAZETTE  Office:  TUDOR  ST.,  E.G. 


A  CEASiaiirO  OIFT  BOOK. 

"A  brilliant  book."— 77i«  Timet. 
68.  net,  claret  roui,  gilt,  lUostrkted. 

LoDdoQ  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  0.  OOOK  and  £.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

'Sir  Benrv  Pomonbii  U  commanded 
\  bp  tht  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
^  for  a  copv  of  hit  Handbook." 

"Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
toT."— British  Weekly.  "FarBuperior 
o  ordinary  gaiAes  "— London  naitp  Chroniol*. 


"A  BRILirANT  mK."-The  Times. 

Every  Visitor  to  London  should  use 
LONDON    S^^^^^  EDITION. 


ENLARGED,  58. 
and   i'ic^oo^^.l  24  Maps  fc  Plans. 
ENVIRONS.      60  Illustrations. 

'  Most  emphatically  tops  them  all," — Daily Oraphie 
Llangollen— Darlinoton  &  Co. 
London— SiUPEiN,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Ballway  Bookstall  and  all  Booksellers. 

Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne, 
Hastings,  Bath,  Wells,  We^tera-super-Mare.  Mal- 
vern, Worcester,  Gloucester,  i.landrindod  WeU'i, 
Rhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay  Bettwsycoed,  Wye 
Val'ey,  Severn  Valley,  Channel  Isliinds,  and  Isle 
of  Wisrht,  should  use  Darlington's  Handbouks, 
Is.  each.  List  Post  Free.  Darhngtou  &  Co.,  Llan- 
gollen. 

London :  8IMFKIN,  MAB8HALL  A  00..  Ltd, 
PHOTOOBAPHS.—baaatirnl  Photograph! 

of  Scenery.  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Palestine,  and  Egypt  ^  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6a 
and  2b.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DABLINQTON  &  00..  LLANOOLLBN. 
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Prince  Albert  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert 
Hotel,  Woodficld-road,  Harrow-road.  W.— On  Jan.  8  the 
followine  weighed-in  :  Mps^rs  W.  Payers,  a  good  show  of 
roach  (largest  lib.  Tioz  )  ;  Derry,  roaoh  and  dace  ;  Grim- 
wood,  roach  ;  and  P.  Britten,  roach.  Members  are 
reqoe-'ted  to  attend  on  Thursday  next,  to  arrange  for  next 
outiDg.— W.  B.  F 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  EJgware-road.  —  There  was  a 
capital  show  of  ro<ch  and'  dace  placed  on  the 
trays  on  Jan.  8  by  Messrs.  Robins,  Wheeler,  Haynes, 
Clist.  and  Whitford.  Oar  return  visit  takes  place  on 
Monday  next,  when  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  old  faces. 
Secretaries  not  receiving  a  post-card  will  they  kindly 
accept  this  as  an  inritdtion.  Members  do  not  forget  the 
match  at  Bourne  End  on  the  22nd. — W.  B. 

Queen's  Fisoatorials,  (Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel 
street,  Edgware-mad.  N.W. — On  the  8th  inst.  the  follow' 
ing  weighed-in  :  W.  Shepherd,  J.  Winsby,  and  C.  Brett 
The  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.  Fund,  on  the  9th,  was  not 
the  success  that  might  have  been  anticipated,  considering 
the  ciuse.  Still,  the  talent  was  very  good,  and  those  who 
did  attend  enjoyed  themselves. — Geo  Keene. 

Boyal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  W.  ■ —  On  Jan.  8  the  following 
members  returned  with  fish,  viz. :  Messrs.  Davis  and 
Bardot.  The  former  gentleman  showed  an  excellent  tny 
of  roach  from  the  Upper  Thames.  Will  members  please 
attend  next  meeting  night,  to  discuss  the  desirability  of 
an  outing  ? — J.  Gibbons. 

Boyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  C!obom  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow. — On  Jan.  8  the  following  had  fish  ; 
Mr.  G.  Williams,  roach;  F.  Pignatelli,  perch.  On  Jan.  22 
we  fish  a  match  (go  where  the  members  like  on  the 
morning)  for  six  prizes ;  gross  weight  of  all  fish.-:— P. 

PinXATELI.I. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — On  Jan.  8 
the  following  weigheil-in,  viz.,  Messrs.  W.  North,  roach 
and  bream,  151b.  "oz.  ;  G.  Campbell,  roach,  131b.  13oz.  ; 
C.  Smith,  sen.,  roach,  51b.  ioz.  ;  B.  Smith,  roach, 
51b.  14oz. ;  S.  King,  roach,  lib.  3oz.  ;  and  W.  Aldis,  jack, 
61b.  15oz.  Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on  Feb.  12,  to 
Goring  — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  Jan.  8  Mr.  Fletcher  weighed-in  roach ; 
Mr.  R.  Smith  also  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  7ilb.,  the 
largest  just  on  lib  — Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  Iiist.— 
A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Tuesday  last 
at  the  Firm  and  True  A.S.,  Prince  Regent,  Beresford- 
Btreet,  Walworth,  when  twelve  clubs  were  well  re- 
presented. The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Battersea 
Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham 
Junction;  date  next  week. — Alk  Painter. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stockwell,  S.W.— Mr.  P.  Parton  saved  us  from  a  blank 
last  week  with  roach  from  the  Thames.  At  our  last 
meeting  we  made  another  new  member,  Mr.  Parton,  sen. 
An  arrangement  has  been  made  for  an  outing  on  Jan.  15, 
at  Tedditigton  ;  9.10  train  from  VauxhaU. — Thos,  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — We  had  a  good  show  of 
fish  on  the  8th  inst.,  contributed  by  the  following 
members  :  Messrs.  J.  Grande,  roaoh  and  dace ;  T.  Sandi- 
lands,  roach  ;  F.  Bates,  roaoh  ;  and  F.  Humphres,  roach. 
Other  members  were  out,  but  arrived  home  too  late. — 
G.  P.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — Daring  the  past  week 
several  of  our  members  have  been  out,  Mr.  Parker  having 
131b.  o^oz.  of  roach  and  jack  (largest  roach,  15Joz. ; 
largest  jack,  41b.  lljoz.);  Mr.  Holt,  roach  and  dace, 
21b.  ■3ioz. ;  Mr.  Bumham,  one  jack,  41b.  lloz.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  meeting  next  Tuesday,  to  arrange 
for  an  outing  and  other  important  business.  The  balance- 
sheet  for  the  half-year  was  read,  showing  the  club  to  be 
in  a  sound  position. — C.  E.  Lock. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford. — Several  members  were  out  on  Jan.  8, 
bat  returned  with  blanks.  The  members  will  fish  a  match 
on  the  Lea  on  Jan.  22  for  several  money  prizes  and  given 
prizes. — H.  Tylek. 

Victoria  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Eobert-street.  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Jan.  8  Messrs.  J.  Toothill,  roach ;  W.  Toothill,  roach  and 
perch ;  and  F.  Griffith,  roach  (a  splendid  show).  Owing 
to  resignation  of  Mr.  Hooper,  the  pest  of  secretary  is  filled 
b^  W.  H.  Bouffler;  J.  Toothill,  chairman.— W.  H.  B. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  had  some 
fine  shows  of  fish  on  our  trays,  contributed  by  the  foUow- 
iiSg  members:  Messrs.  Clegg,  G.  Clayton,  Allan,  W. 
Powell,  C.  Fitts.  On  Jan.  8  Mr.  Allan,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Clegg,  roach.  I  wish  to  remind  members  that  the 
arrangements  take  place  on  Tuesday  next  for  our  next 
match.  Members  wishing  to  compete  must  bring  them- 
selves within  limits. — H.  C. 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Folham-road,  8.W.— Our  lueoting  of  the  11th 
was  well  attended.  A  new  member  was  added  to  our  roll. 
On  Jan.  8  three  members  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Alder,  a  fine 
chub ;  Mr.  Dungate,  the  heaviest  roach  of  the  season, 
lib.  ISJoz. ;  Mr.  Brixey,  a  brace  of  jack.  I  hope  members 
will  not  forget  our  ontin?  on  Feb.  5.  Mr.  Sutehall  is  still 
unable  to  attend  to  his  dutiee. — W.  Batch. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  S.h.— The  result  of  our  January  com- 
petition at  Datchet  was  Mr.  Papworth  first,  with  chub 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  P.  West^by  second,  with  dace  and  gudgeon  ; 
Mr.  J.  Westfjby  third,  with  dace.  Members  will  please 
muster  in  force  next  Tuesday,  as  we  have  a  lot  of  business 
to  do  before  the  close  of  the  season. — F.  WEsTnnv, 


West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Since  my  last  report 
the  following  members  ha,ve  weighed-in  fish  :  Mr.  John 
Newton,  roach;  Mr.  James  Newton,  roach  ;  Mr.  Weller, 
jun.,  jack;  Mr.  A.  Kettmer,  jick;  Mr.  J.  Noden,  jack. 

Wesc  London  Angling  Society,  Dartmouth 
Castle,  Hamm>-rsmith  — W.  Cox,  jun.,  weighed-in  for  the 
cup  on  .Tan  8  (41b.  9.)z.),  as  also  did  B.  Coomes  (31b.  Moz.). 
C.  J  Carfer  had  three  specimen  roach  and  some  bream  on 
the  1st  inst.,  and  also  a  tine  show  of  dace  on  the  8ch.  Our 
next  supper  is  fixed  for  Pen.  2.  Our  member,  Mr.  B. 
Street,  has  recently  purchased  Taylor's  Restaurant  in 
Richmond,  and  will  be  pleased  to  make  his  angling  friends 
welcome. — J.  J.  Hi'NTER. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — On  Jan.  8  Mr.  Eccirrius  made  a 
good  show  with  three  specimen  bream  (largest,  41b.  12oz.), 
two  perch,  and  a  tray  full  of  roach.  A  special  meeting 
will  be  held  next  Wednesday  to  arrange  January  match. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Club,  The 
WLndmiU,  Clapham  Park-road. — Our  prize  outing  on  the 
2nd,  only  one  prize  being  taken,  by  T.  Gloster,  with  roaoh 
and  dace.  A  few  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  9th, 
when  N.  Linden  and  Frank  Taylor  weighed-in  perch  and 
roach.  We  had  a  large  attendance  on  Tuesday,  and  got 
through  some  good  business,  appointing  Messrs.  Dean  and 
Wyatt  as  auditors.  We  have  a  prize  outing  at  Sunbury  on 
Jan.  22  ;  three  prizes.  Will  all  members  pleise  go  in  for 
this  competition? — N.  Linden. 


AN  OLD  FLY-BOOK 

Me.  Henry  Brighouse,  of  Ormskirk,  some  years  ago 
sent  us  an  old  fly-book.  On  one  of  the  leaves  is  written 
"Charles  Jones,  his  book,  June  26,  1792."  Charles  Jones 
evidently  made  bis  own  flies,  for  the  book  contained  odds 
and  ends  of  fly  dressing  material — hackles,  feathers,  fur, 
silks,  &c.  ;  also  gut  and  horsehair,  the  latter  quite  good, 
although  more  than  100  years  old.  In  one  of  the  pockets 
was  this  permit  to  fish  : 

"  Mr.  Jones,  the  bearer,  has  lease  from  Mr.  Dicoon- 
son  for  a  day  or  two's  angling  at  Wrightinton  and 
Scirisbrick.    May  the  26,  1800. 

"  Thos.  Tomlinson." 
In  another  pocket  was  this  receipt  for  taking  fish  ; 

Six  penyworth  of  polypody  of  the  oke  and  worm- 
wood. Rub  your  handes  with  wormwood  whel  firrst 
to  fish  withe.  Charles  Jones. 

2  penyworth  of  oil  spikenord  ; 
2  do.  pen.  of  oil  of  crane  ; 
2  do.  pen.  of  asp  oil ; 
4  do.  pen.  of  oil  anell  seed ; 
2  do.  pen.  of  oil  rhodium. 

Put  it  in  a  hotel  and  keep  it  milk  warm  for  ten  days. 
Just  tuch  your  bate.  Charles  Jones. 

£  8.  d. 

"  This  rect.  cost  mee    2  6." 


STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  Telegraph.— Friday,  Jan.  13,  10.40  a.m. 

Deal. — W.  by  W. ;  moderate  ;  smooth. 
Dover. — W. ;  moderate. 
Margate. — W. ;  smooth. 
Hastings. — W. ;  rough. 

Southend. — Friday  Morning. — Violent  westerly  gale, 
but  moderating.    Pishing  prospects  good. — Hussey. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Harris  presided  on  Thursday  night  at  the 
distribution  of  prizes  won  in  the  Windsor  competition. 
The  Queen's  Arms  had  quite  200  (recipients  and  onlookers), 
when  more  than  eighty  prizes  were  awarded.  "Ben" 
says  visitors  came  from  all  parts — High  Wycombe,  Staines, 
Tottenham,  Sunbury,  Eton,  Windsor,  &c. ;  and  he  wishes 
here  publicly  to  thank  all  those  who  have  assisted  in  aug- 
menting the  funds  of  the  A.B.S.  Mr.  J.  Gibson  (an 
amateur)  lent  his  unique  collection  for  the  evening — 
plaster  casts  of  barbel,  roach,  tench,  carp,  gold  and  silver 
fish,  &c. — and  needless  to  say,  they  were  much  admired. 
A  committee  meeting  is  announced  for  Thursday  evening 
next,  Jan.  19.   


A  roach  competition  in  connection  with  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society  will  be  held  in  the  Thames  on  Jan.  15 
and  16.  Only  one  rod  allowed.  Prizes  will  be  awarded 
for  the  two  heaviest  fish.  No  professional  fisherman  to 
assist.  Members  may  fish  on  one  day  only,  and  must 
intimate  which  to  the  hon.  secretary,  in  writing,  prior  to 
the  commencement  of  the  competition.  Weigh-in  at  the 
Sun  Hotel  between  8  and  9  p.m.  each  day. 

Angling  visitors  to  the  pretty  neighbourhood  of 
Llanymynech  occasionally  find  out  to  their  sorrow  how 
very  rapidly  the  river  Vjrnwy  overflows  its  banks  after 
heavy  rain,  especially  when  the  rain  is  accompanied  by  a 
strong  gale  of  wind  from  the  south-west.  Many  anglers 
have  arrived  there  overnight  in  expectation  of  good  sport 
on  the  morrow,  but  next  morning  have  been  astonished  to 
find  the  river,  which  on  their  arrival  was  only  slightly 
swollen,  had  in  that  short  space  of  time  risen  to  about  a 
mile  in  width.  It,  however,  subsides  nearly  as  quickly, 
and  anglers  have  not  long  to  wait  for  it  to  get  again  into 
condition.  These  sudden  floods  daring  the  night  have  to 
be  guarded  against  by  the  farmers,  and  a  short  time  ago 
one  of  these — a  fresh  arrival — lost  several  valuable  cattle, 
which  were  drowned  and  carried  away  before  the  morning. 
The  village  itself,  although  near  to  the  river,  stands  on  an 
elevation,  and  is  not  in  the  least  affected  by  these  sudden 
inundations. 


Thk  lecture  on  "Plat  Pish"  by  Dr.  Patterson,  on 
Monday  last,  was  most  interesting  and  instructive.  The 
Piscatorial  salon  was  adorned  by  several  large  drawings  of 
the  various  species  (dabs,  flounders,  soles,  plaice,  turbot, 
&c  ),  and  1  really  believe  i  could  noui  distinguish  a  dab 
from  a  flounder,  Mr.  Hussey  sent  a  nice  basket  of  dabs 
to  "Drag"  Mam-ion,  and  I  was  able  to  pronounce  an 
opinion.    "  Them,"  says  I,  "  is  dabs." 

I  THINK  it  13  in  "Jackson'n  Upright  Copybooks" 
that  the  line  occurs,  "A  place  for  everything  and  every- 
thing in  its  place."  We  all  know  what  a  place  is  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act ;  but  it  is  seldom  that  a  plaice  is 
"spotted"  in  such  a  peculiar  place  as  that  which  tran- 
spired at  the  Marylebone  Police  Court  recently.  The 
Dnily  Ncus  heads  it  "A  Novel  Chest  Protector."  A 
man  who  had  served  his  master  for  seven  years 
has  now  lost  his  place  for  that  he  did  wilfully 
purloin  a  plaice,  valued  at  4s.  3d.,  from  the  slab 
of  Mr.  Snell,  fishmonger.  Detective  Andrews  "  saw  the 
prisoner  come  from  a  yard  at  the  rear  of  the  shop,  and 
noticing  that  he  looked  '  bulky,'  questioned  him.  He 
professed  to  have  nothing  about  him,  but  when  searched 
the  plaice  was  found  flat  across  his  chest  under  his 
clothes  !  "  403.  or  twenty-one  days  for  using  a  chest 
protector. 

 >»*■»<  

Mr.  Ji  Richardson,  of  123,  Euston-road,  has  received 
for  preservation  a  nice  plump  little  101b.  pike,  taken  while 
fishing  off  an  island  near  Pangbourne.  The  captor  (Mr. 
Sturgeon)  is  pretty  well  known  amongst  London  anglers ; 
but  why,  oh  !  why,  does  he  go  out  without  his  landing-net  ? 
All  the  same,  Mr.  S.,  there  is  a  little  skill  requisite  to  land 
even  a  10-pounder  without  a  net ;  the  next  time  you  go  out 
you  will  take  it,  and  perhaps  get — nothing. 


A  terrific  gale,  accompanied  by  torrents  of  rain,  raged 
over  London  on  Thursday.  The  wind  wrought  havoc 
amongst  the  chimney  pots,  and  the  rain  has  not  improved 
the  rivers,  which,  although  a  little  fuller,  will  certainly  be 
the  wrong  colour  for  week-end  fishing. 


A  LES80N  from  the  United  States  may  possibly  be  taken 
as  regards  the  increasing  of  the  supply  of  fish.  Amongst 
other  instances,  it  is  stated  in  the  American  Field  that, 
"At  the  weirs,  Lake  Winipiseogee,  N.H.,  the  employ's 
of  the  State  Pish  Commisjion  are  now  busy  netting 
monstrous  trout  and  landlocked  salmon  for  the  purposes 
of  propagation.  The  females  are  stripped  of  their  eggs 
and  the  males  of  the  milt,  which  is  placed  with  the  eggs 
in  the  hatcheries  to  fertilise  them.  The  fish  are  returned 
to  the  water  unhurt  after  having  been  utilised.  The  same 
process  is  in  operation  ".i  Sunapee,  AVinnisquam,  New- 
found, Connecticut,  and  a  dozen  or  more  smaller  lakes  in 
the  State.  Millions  of  eggs  will  be  secured,  and  will  be 
hatched  the  coming  spring,  furnishing  fry  to  replenish  the 
waters  of  the  State." 

Also  a  short  time  ago  "  The  United  States  Fish  Com- 
mission'.s  oar  No.  1  delivered  at  Farmington,  Me.,  from 
the  Green  Lake  Hatchery,  a  batch  of  11,000  fingerUng 
landlocked  salmon,  which  were  liberated  in  lakes  and 
ponds  in  the  vicinity  of  Farmington.  Mr.  J.  A.  Linscott, 
of  the  Franklin  County  (Me.)  Fish  and  Game  Club, 
recently  received  from  the  new  hatchery  at  Winthrop 
5000  salmon  fry,  which  he  Hberated  in  Clearwater  and 
Varnum  ponds,  near  Farmington.  Several  thousands  of 
fry  from  the  State  hatchery  were  liberated  a  few  days  ago 
in  Gull  Pond,  in  the  Rangeley  region,  by  Mr.  Eugene 
Soule,  of  Rangeley." 


And  again,  "  The  United  States  Hatchery  at  Green 
Lake,  Me.,  has  furnished  25,000  young  landlocked  salmon 
upon  th^  application  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Berry,  of  Winthrop,  in 
that  State,  for  the  purpose  of  stocking  the  lakes  in  the 
vicinity  of  Winthrop.  Some  14,000  of  the  lot — fine,  lively 
fish  about  6in.  in  length — were  delivered  recently  at 
Winthrop,  where  teams  were  in  waiting  to  carry  them  to 
the  lakes  in  which  they  were  liberated.  The  anglers  in 
that  section  are  anticipating  fine  sport  with  these  same 
fish  after  the  lapse  of  two  or  three  years,  as  this  salmon 
grows  rapidly." 

 >»»•»-<  

"  The  only  specimen,  it  is  said,  of  the  polypterua  or 
'  bichir  '  ever  brought  to  America  is  now  in  the  biological 
laboratory  of  the  Columbia,  University,  New  York.  It  is 
a  curious  fish  found  on  the  African  Coast,  and  was  brought 
to  America,  by  Nathan  P.  Harrington,  fellow  in  zoology, 
and  Dr.  Hunt,  who,  last  summer,  made  up  the  Columbia 
zoological  expedition  to  the  Delta  of  the  Nile.  Their 
main  object  was  to  secure  the  eggs  of  the  protopterus, 
one  of  the  three  surviving  kinds  of  lunged  fish,  for 
embryological  study.  In  this  they  were  unsuccessful,  as, 
though  specimens  were  found,  they  were  unfortunately 
without  eggs.  The  protopterus,  which  looks  something 
like  an  eel,  is  in  the  habit  of  diving  into  the  mud  and 
building  a  sort  of  cocoon  for  itself,  within  which  it  keeps 
during  the  dry  season." 


"  Of  all  the  methods  of  taking  fish,"  says  the  American 
Field,  "that  which  it  is  claimed  is  used  by  John  S. 
Conaway,  of  Dillsboro,  Ind.,  is  the  most  singular. 
Pishes  of  ordinary  size  he  catches  and  lands  with  his 
hands,  but  to  the  larger  ones  he  attaches  a  rope  and  thus 
lugs  them  out.  He  ilaims  he  can  land  catfish  of  ~51b. 
weight,  and  that  he  has  <'iught  f'^r  years  hundreds  of 


28 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  14,  1899 


them.  Also  that  he  has  caught  with  his  hands  5001b.  of 
fish  in  one  day.  He  feels  carefully  under  stones  and 
hauls  out  the  fishes,  sometimes  going  into  water  10ft. 
deep,  and  when  the  fishes  are  not  too  large  citching 
several  before  coming  to  the  surface.  He  claims  he  has 
caught  large  numbers  of  snapping  turtles  by  hand,  by 
being  very  careful  in  his  movements." 

 >  »  <♦  <  : 

"  B.  F.  Meek,"  says  the  American  F.  G..  "  known  to 
fishermen  throughout  the  United  States  and  England  as 
the  inventor  and  manufacturer  of  the  Frankfort  reel,  still 
works  in  his  shop  in  Louisville,  though  more  than  eighty 
years  of  age." 


"  The  sea  cucumber,  one  of  the  curious  jelly  bodies 
that  inhabit  the  ocean,  can  practically  efface  itself  when 
in  danger  by  squeezing  the  water  out  of  its  body  and 
forcing  itself  into  a  narrow  crack  so  as  not  to  be  visible  to 
the  naked  eye." 


"  Some  curious  statistics  have  been  lately  worked  out  by 
a  well-known  scientific  man  as  to  the  amount  of  salt  held 
in  solution  by  the  oceans  of  the  world.  He  reckons  that 
90,000,000,000,000,000  tons  of  salt  exist  in  the  water. 
These  figures,  of  course,  convey  no  impression,  but  it 
would  be  enough  to  cover  all  the  land  of  the  earth  with 
a  solid  layer  of  salt  1000ft.  thick." 


An  important  paper  by  Mr.  Walter  Garstang,  M.A., 
F.Z.S.,  the  naturalist  in  charge  of  the  Fishery  Investiga- 
tions of  the  Marine  Biological  Association,  appears  in  the 
last  number  of  the  journal  of  that  aHsociation,  issued  in 
November.  It  occupies  sixty  pages,  and  deals  most 
exhaustively  with  the  racial  differences  of  Scomber 
ncombcr.  The  American  form  of  this  fish  differs  very  con- 
siderably from  those  found  in  European  waters ;  but, 
though  constituting  distinct  varieties  or  races,  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  their  specific  identity.  The  establishment 
of  geographical  or  local  races  of  mackerel  settle  several 
disputed  points  concerning  the  migration  of  this  fish.  It 
is  proved  that  the  mackerel  does  not  make  long  migrations, 
as  once  thought.  Neither  does  it  cross  the  Atlantic. 
There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  the  varieties  found  in 
the  Irish  seas  do  not  wander  in  winter  far  from  their 
summer  haunts.  The  North  Sea  fish  of  this  species  appear 
to  winter  in  the  English  Channel,  returning  northward  in 
spring. 


The  individual  who  wont  fishing  and  went  to  sleep 
instead  and  caught  a  wild  duck  is  well  known  to  readers 
of  the  F.  0.  Well,  a  Scraps  artist  has  discovered  a  com- 
panion for  him.  Poddlos  went  rabbit  shooting,  but  got 
no  sport.  "  How  they  will  laugh  at  me  at  home,"  he 
dolefully  reflected.  For  consolation  he  called  in  at  the 
Blue  Pig,  had  a  big  drink,  and  got  fuddled.  In  a  dazed 
condition  he  was  struck  by  what  he  considered  a  very 
happy  thought.  "  Why  not  buy  some  game  and  say  he 
shot  it  himself  ?  "  Dabbs,  the  fishmonger's  shop,  is 
handy.  Done !  "  See  the  conquering  hero  comes  "— 
with  three  whiting  suspended  from  the  barrels  of  his 
breechloader. 

 >  »♦♦<  

A  CORRESPONDENT  writes ;  "Fish,  who  not  only  need 
sleep  like  other  creatures,  but  yawn  when  drowsy,  and 
exhibit  quite  recognisable  signs  of  somnolence,  sometimes 
seek  a  quiet  chamber  tc>  slumber  in.  This  is  obvious  to 
any  one  who  will  watch  the  behaviour  of  certain  rock- 
haunting  species  at  a  gocd  aquarium.  The  lump  suckers, 
conger  eels,  and  rockfis.'i  will  retire  into  a  cave  in  the 
grotto  provided  for  thenct,  and  there  go  fast  asleep ;  though 
as  their  eyes  are  open  their  '  exposition  of  sleep  '  is  only 
proved  by  the  absence  of  movement,  and  neglect  of  any 
food  which  comei  in  their  reach,  and  pike  are  easily  snared 
when  asleep. 


"  The  famous  Eoman  bath,"  says  the  Daily  Mail, 
"  situated  in  the  very  midst  of  the  city  of  Bath,  and  half 
enclosed  from  the  outer  air,  is  stocked  with  Chinese  carp 
(the  English  gold  and  silver  fish).  Recently  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  fish  which  ornament  the  silent  pool  were 
diminishing,  and  the  robber  was  found  to  be  a  kingfisher. 
Apparently  he  found  the  fish  very  tasty,  for  quite  fifty 
have  been  carried  away,  and  as  the  only  means  of  stopping 
the  robberies  the  bird  was  shot  by  an  attendant.  There 
are  no  local  precedents  for  a  kingfisher  invading  the  busy 
haunts  of  man." 



The  following  is  sent  by  Mr.  E.  Tod  (of  Brighton),  and 
it  appeared  in  the  Brighton  Standard.  "  This  morning 
my  wife  and  I  wfint  out  for  a  couple  of  hours'  fishing  in 
the  boat  Little  Willie.  We  fished  a  spot  about  half  a 
mile  due  south  of  the  pier,  where  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  hook,  and,  after  a  good  twenty  minutes'  tussle,  to  land 
a  fine  codling  (or  should  I  say  codfish)  weighing  221b. 
The  fish  measured  4.')in.  from  the  tip  of  snout  to  tiil. 
I  was  using  an  ordinary  jack  rod  with  fine  tackle,  and 
the  bait  I  used  was  a  piece  of  sprat.  This  was,  strangely 
enough,  the  extent  of  our  catch.  The  catch  was  weighed 
in  the  fishmonger's  shop  at  the  bottom  of  Preston-street, 
Mr.  Ingarfield's,  and  the  measurements '  were  taken_  by 
Mrs.  Montague,  with  whom  I  am  spending  a  short  visit. 
Should  you  think  this  of  sufficient  interest  to  those  of  your 
readers  who  are  fond  of  fishing,  I  would  be  very  pleased 
if  you  would  kindly  insert  ti'ie  same  in  your  up-to-date 
newspaper. — J.  A.  H.  Si-ofKcuiTii." 

The  Earlsfield  Angling  Society  have  arranged  another 
outing  for  Jan.  15,  from  Chertiey  Weir  to  Shepperton 
Weir ;  all  fish  to  weigh. 


The  newspaper  man  is  popularly  supposed  "to  know 
everything,"  and  to  be  able  to  answer  off  hand  the  most 
abstruse  questions  on  any  subject  from  cookery  to  cock- 
fighting,  but  I  confess  a  question  which  comes  to  hand 
this  week  is  one  too  many  for  me.  "  Dear  Drag,"  writes 
a  correspondent,  "  why  is  the  speed  of  a  ship  measured  in 
knots  ?  "  I  can  only  reply,  "  My  dear  sir,  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  suppose  it  is  something  to  do  with  the  tied."  See  ? 


Here  is  another  sample  of  what  I  have  to  put  up  with. 
A  friend,  whom  I  have  hitherto  considered  fairly  sane, 
writes  :  "  When  is  a  fish  like  a  door  ?  When  it's  a  char." 
I  am  sure  I  have  every  reader's  sympathy  when  I  raise 
the  corner  of  the  curtain  and  show  them  a  few  of 
the  trials  which  are  bringing  prematnre  "balditude" 
upon  me. 

 >»»♦■<  

I  DO  not  know  whether  "  other  people's  "  barometers 
have  gone  wrong ;  at  any  rate,  mine  has  got  into 
such  a  mendacious  condition  that  it  could  give  even 
a  gas  meter  a  long  start  and  a  beating  at  bare- 
faced untruths.  It  goes  up,  and  we  have  a  gale 
and  much  rain ;  it  tumbles  down  as  quickly  as  a 
pantomime  policeman  on  a  buttered  slide,  and  forthwith 
we  have  a  lovely  day.  I  have  given  it  notice  that  I  pro- 
vide it  with  board  and  lodging  to  tell  me  what  the  weather 
is  going  to  be  to-morrow  when  I  want  to  go  a-fishing.  I 
can  give  a  vague  guess  at  what  the  day  before  yesterday's 
weather  was  without  assistance,  and  that  unless  in  future 
it  tells  "the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth  "  (as  head  of  the  family,  I  can  do  all  the  Ijing  that 
is  necessary  in  my  establishment  myself),  I  shall  sell  it  and 
buy  a  new  one  with  part  of  the  money. 


OUR  F.  G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  32  (New  Series). 


The  Late  Mr.  JOSEPH  DUCK. 
(See  page  16.) 
 >»»■»<  

Lord  Beaconsfield  once  called  Southend  "the 
Eiviera  of  England."  The  other  day  when  business  took 
me  there,  Lord  Beaconsfield's  remark  was  fully  justified, 
the  weather  was  superb,  and  a  large  number  of  visitors 
were  on  the  front  listening  to  the  newly-established  town 
band.  I  wore  the  Queen's  uniform  for  a  good  many  years, 
so  I  fancy  myself  somewhat  of  a  connoisseur  in  bands, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  way  in  which  they  played 
would  do  credit  to  any  regiment  in  the  service. 

 >  »  <  »  <  

Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat.  The  excellence  of  this  band 
is  due  in  a  very  large  measure,  if  not  entirely,  to  the 
indefatigable  exertions  of  Bandmaster  Stevens.  That  he 
is  not  quite  a  beginner  at  the  game  is  evidenced  by  his 
wearing  the  Afghan  medals,  and,  above  all,  by  that  little 
bronze  star,  with  its  rainbow  ribbon,  rare  even  in  the 
army,  which  tells  all  the  world  that  friend  Stevens  was 
one  of  the  handful  of  heroes  who  accompanied  General 
Roberts  on  his  never-to-be-forgotten  march  from  Cabul 
to  Candahar.  A  good  fisherman  is  my  friend,  but,  as  he 
pathetically  remarked,  "  You  know.  Dragnet,  I  have  my 
hands  so  full  now  that  even  fishing  has  to  take  a  back 
seat."  I  can  quite  believe  it.  The  band  fills  a  long  felt 
want  in  the  town,  and  it  should  receive  the  best  of  support 
from  visitors  and  residents  alike. 

 >  »  »  »  < 

I  HAVE  recently  come  across  a  very  old  catalogue  of 
Black  Letter  Ballads,  temp.  Elizabeth,  and  many  of  them 
are  on  most  interesting  subjects.  No.  XXIII.  is  entitled 
"  The  true  discription  of  the  marvellous  strannge  Pishe, 
which  wag  taken  on  Thursday  was  sennight,  the  IC  day  of 
.June,  this  present  month  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God 
■  1568."   Imprinted  at  London  in  Fleetstreate,  beneath  the 


conduit,  at  the  Signe  of  Saint  John  Evangelist,  by  Thomas 
Colwell.  This  is  the  identical  ballad  "  of  a  fish  "  referred 
to  by  Autolicos  as  forming  an  item  in  his  multifarious 
pack  (see  "  Winter's  Tale,"  Act  IV.,  Scene  3).  Autolicus 
was  evidently  an  adept  at  fishing  tales,  but,  of  course,  a 
little  latitude  must  be  allowed  him  in  his  anxiety  to  sell 
his  wares. 

 >»<»<  

And  then,  of  coarse,  there  is  poetical  licence  to  be  taken 
into  account;  but  there  were,  no  doubt,  wonderful  fishes 
in  those  days,  as  Stow,  the  chronicler  (to  whom  poetical 
licence  cannot  be  allowed),  says  in  his  "  Annales  '  :  "On 
the  11  of  October  (1568)  were  taken  in  SnSolke,  at 
Downam  bridge,  neere  unto  Ipswich,  eighteene  monstrous 
fishes,  some  of  them  containing  eight  and  twentie  foote  in 
length,  the  other  24  or  21  foote  in  length  at  the  least." 
)  *  »  »  <  

Perhaps  some  do  not  know  what  'poetical  licence  is. 
I  will  tell  them. 

"  Poetical  licence  means  should  he  want  it  he 
Does  what  he  likes  with  fact,  grammar,  and  quantity." 

Mr.  H.  Tislet  sends  the  following :  "  Many  anglers 
will  hear  with  regret  of  the  disappearance  of  a  (to  them) 
familiar  figure  in  the  person  of  J.  Grame,  who  has  for 
many  years  past  been  connected  with  the  Higham  HUl 
Fisheryj  who  died  on  Monday  afternoon  last,  after  a 
painful  illness  of  several  months  duration." 


Another  relic  of  ancient  London — the  old  house, 
No.  17,  Fleet-street,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  John 
Carter,  the  hairdresser — will  disappear  in  a  few  days.  It 
is  known  as  the  old  Palace  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  was  built 
by  command  of  Cardinal  Wolsey.  Workmen  have  begun 
pulling  down  the  house.  It  is  to  be  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Carter, 
who  proposes  to  turn  the  place  into  one  of  the  finest 
saloons  in  London.  The  most  interesting  room  in  the 
house  is  on  the  first  floor.  It  is  gorgeously  decorated,  and 
contains  some  very  valuable  specimens  of  antique  carving. 
In  this  room  Henry  VIII.  and  Wolsey  met  on  several 
occasions,  and  there  is  still  the  chair  in  which  the  cardinal 
sat. 


A  SMOKING  concert  in  aid  of  the  Rivers'  Preservation 
Fund  (a  most  worthy  object)  will  be  given  by  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  23,  commencing  at  eight  sharp. 
Ladies  are  specially  invited  to  be  present. 

 >  »  «  *  <  

"  Willie  Jones,"  said  Mr.  Grimface,the  schoolmaster, 
sternly,  "  I  am  very  much  afraid  from  your  behaviour  you 
wish  me  to  chastise  you.  Do  you  remember  the  old  pre- 
cept beginning,  "Spare  the  rod?"  "  Yessir,"  said 
Willie.    "  Spare  the  rod  and  lose  the  fish." 

 >  <  

One  of  the  London  daUy  newspapers  is  fast  gaining' 
notoriety  for  the  frequency  of  its  misprints,  and  appears 
to  be  possessed  of  a  printer's  devil  of  more  than  ordinary  ■ 
industry  and  ingenuity  in  the  bad  cause.  His  latest 
specimen  is  describing  the  effects  of  an  explosion  of  gas  at- 
Coombe,  in  which  "  Three  young  people  were  knocked 
down,  and  all  of  them  were  very  badly  burnt  about  the 
servant's  hall,  which,  like  the  other  rooms,  had  the  flesh 
torn  off  her  face,  and  her  eyes  have  been  so  badly  injured 
that  it  is  feared  she  may  be  rendered  totally  blind."  It 
must  indeed  have  been  a  very  serious  explosion  to  confuse . 
things  in  this  most  extraordinary  manner. 


The  following  oddities  among  many  others  reached  a 
Vienna  editorial  oflSce  in  1898  (says  the  Daily  Telegraph's 
Vienna  correspondent)  ;  "  The  post-mortem  examination 
showed  that  the  unfortunate  girl  was  a  teacher's  daughter." 

 "  When  the  housemaid  entered  the  bedroom  at  the  usual 

hour  she  found  her  master  already  a  corpse.  Soon  after- 
wards he  withdrew  altogether  from  the  political  arena. ' '  

"  The  gas-lamps,  which 'at  this  time  were  not  yet  lighted, 

made  the  streets  appear  still  darker."  "Death  trod 

with  rough  hand  this  tender  blossom."  "  Upon  the 

grave  stood  a  cross  rusted  by  the  tooth  of  Time."  

"  The  laurel  wreath  upon  the  head  of  Mr.  Reimers  has 

hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head."  "  The  new  political 

current  faUed  to  take  root  in  this  district."  "  The 

happy  moment  is  not  always  seized  to  grasp  the  wheel  of 
Time  by  the  forelock." 


"  Near  the  child  lay  an  old  man  standing  by  the  edge 

of  the  grave."  "In  this  question  the  steps  of  the 

Government  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  manufacturers." 
— — "  The  hinges  on  which  this  affair  turns  are  too  trans- 

parent."  "  When  the  doctor  arrived  he  found  the 

platform  corered  with  blood — the  passenger  had  been 

bruised    on    the   forehead."    "  Griinenthal  was 

bom  at   Schladen   in    1853,   and   up   to   this  time 

had    been    unknown    to    the    police."   "Amid 

tears  and  sobs  the  coffin  was    lowered.     The  priest 

had  opened  an  umbrella."  "  The  hall  divided  itself 

into  two  parties,"  "  Cupid's  arrow  flew  from  one  end 

of  the  hall  to  the  other,  and  lodged  in  the  heart  of  a 
visitor,  the  butcher's  apprentice,  lodging  at  Emanuel 

Sohwarz,  No.  20,  Johanna-street."  "  So  he  hurried 

away,  the  cowardly  murdsrer,  with  Cain's  mark  upon  his 
brow,  pursued  by  the  Eumenides  and  two  police  con- 
stables." "It  is  a  unique  specimen,  of  which  an 

example  is  to  be  seen  at  the  exhibition." 

 >»♦■»<  

One  of  the  leading  officers  with  Kitchener  in  his  Sudan 
campaign  was  Major  Edward  Stuart  Wortley,  who  com- 
manded the  Arab  irregular  forces.  He  has  written  for  the 
January  Scribner's  a  stirring  account  of  the  operations 
carried  out  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Nile.  Dragnet. 


January  14,  1899] 

PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
On  Monday  evening  Dr.  Chas.  S.  Patterson  delivered  a 
ecture  to  a  large  gathering  of  members  (Mr.  B.  Mcb  ee 
oresiding)  on  "  Flat  Fish."    It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
lector  gave  an  exhaustive  and  clear  relation  ot  the 
formation,  development,  life  histovy,  and  peculiarities  ot 
the  best  known  flit  fish,  ttUing  his  hearers  at  the  same 
time  the  principal  food  on  which  they  thrived,  the  best 
baits  with  which  to  catch  them,  and  other  interesting 
particulars  too  numerous  to  refer  to  in  a  rc-^miic  ot  a 
naper  filled  every  line  of  it  with  matter  demanding  careful 
and  attentive  study.    The  flat  fish  dealt  with  were  the 
most  popular  examples  contain,  d  in  the  two  great  groups, 
viz    those  with  jaws  equal  and  those  with  jawa  unequal— 
those  which  have  the  eyes  on  the  right  side,  and  those 
which  have  them  on  the  left  side  of  the  head.    The  fash 
referred  to  in  the  first  category  included  the  halibut,  long 
rough  dab,  turbot,  brill,  Eckstrom's  topknot,  the  sail 
fluke,  and  megrim,  which  are  all  distinct  from  the  second 
group  comprising  the  sole,  flounder,  dab,  and  plaice, 
which  latter  class  was  also  fully  dealt  The 
peculiar  construction  of   the  jaw  was  explained,  both 
technically  and   in  a  manner  likewise  easily  under- 
stood by  the    non-scientific  portion  of  the  audience, 
by  means  of  diagrams  which  the  lecturer  exhibited.  The 
difierences  and  similarities  between  the  various  fortns 
were  pointed  out.    The  halibut.  Dr.  Patterson  mentioned, 
was  taken  at  great  depths  by  long  lines.    It  was  not 
common  on  the  south  coast,  but  numerous  in  the  north 
and  off  the  Irish  coast.    It  was  most  voracious,  attacking 
almost  anything  that  presented  itself  to  it.    As  food  it 
was  excellent,  and  the  species  ran  up  to  1001b  and  over 
in  weight.    The  long  rough  dab  was  like  a  small  turbot, 
but  was  distinguished  from  it  by  having  fewer  rays  in  the 
back  fin.    The  turbot  ("  the  pheasant  of  the  water  ')  was 
of  a  tubby  shape.    The  position  of  the  eye  varied  with  the 
age  of  the  fish.    It  grew  at  the  rate  of  lib.  per  annum. 
The  best  bait  for  it  was  lampern,  which  was  extensively 
used  by  English  and  Dutch  fishermen.    It  was  highly 
esteemed  as  food,  and  the  average  weight  was  from  41b.  to 
81b.,  but  specimens  of  tremendous  weights— 441b.  and 
ay,ove— had  oeen  recorded.  The  brill  resembled  the  turbot 
in  every  other  particular  except  that  the  front  of  the  back 
fin  was  not  sloped  down  as  in  the  latter,  but  stuck  up  like 
a  ccckscomb.    This  also  was  good  eating.    The  sail  fluke, 
at  certain  seasons,  rose  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  curled 
up  its  tail,  and  got  blown  ashore.    It  was  peculiar  tor  its 
large  eyes.    In  the  second  group  of  flat  fish,  those  with 
unequal  jaws,  were  flounders  and  plaice,  in  which  they 
frequently  found  both  right  and  left-sighted  specimens. 
Indeed,  the  doctor  himself  one  day  caught  a  brace  of 
flounders  of  the  same  weight  exactly  in  the  same  water, 
one  being  right  and  the  other  left-eyed.    The  flounder 
was  the  best  known  of  all  the  flounder-plaice  group,  and  it 
was  interesting  to  know  that  a  movement  was  now  on 
foot  to  arrest  inshore   trawling    during  the  summer 
months  for  the  reason  that  the  young  flounders,  plaice, 
and  dabs  sought  the  bottom  about  the  middle  of  May,  and 
remained  in  their  territorial  waters  until  August  on  the 
sand.    The  trawla  sweeping  through  the  water  destroyed 
the  young  stock  fish,  which  were  really  going  to  form  the 
food  of  millions  in  years  to  come.    If  this  trawling  was 
stopped  during  the  months  referred  to,  the  tiny  fish  would 
migrate  at  the  end  of  Augtist,  grow,  and  become  takable 
fish.    It  was  mentioned  that  twenty  tons  of  these  mites 
were  condemned  last  August  at  Billingsgate  Market,  the 
average  length  being  not  more  than  2in.    The  flounder 
would  take  almost  any  bait,  including  even  a  dry  fly,  for 
Mr.  Harden  had  actually  caught  one  while  fly  fishing  for 
trout !     The  doctor  warned  his  hearers  that  flounders 
taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  if  not  cleaned  as  soon 
as  they  were  killed,  would  be  positively  dangerous  to  eat. 
In  weight,  flounders  did  not  exceed  41b.    The  largest 
pldice  came  now  from  the  Icelandic  coast,  and  were 
mainly  taken  by  trawling.    Mr.  Chas.  Huasey  had  seen 
specimens  of  131b.    at    Farringdon    Market,  while  a 
14-pounder  had  been  thown  at  Billingsgate.    The  dab  and 
sole  were  next  dealt  with,  instructions  being  given  how  to 
tell  the  true  sole  from  the  lemon  sole.    Dr.  Patterson 
decried  the  eating  of  '  slips."    People  consumed  these 
immature  soles,  and  to  salve  their  conscience  called  them 
slips.    He  would  make  it  illegal  to  kill  soles_  under  Sin.  or 
9in.  long.     Soles    were,  of    course,  mainly  captured 
trawling,  but  good  specimens  had  been  taken  on  very 
small  hooks  on  the  south  coast  by  long  lines.  Allusion 
was  made  to  the  introduction  of  soles  into  Scotch  waters 
as  showing  how  sea  fish  even  could  he  acclimatised.  The 
variegated  sole  and  the  solonette  had  a  word  said  about 
them,  and  in  conclusion  the  doctor  urged  that  if  everyone 
would  go  into  the  study  of  fish  as  a  plaything  or  for 
amusement,  it  would  help  them  to  add  to  the  pleasure  of 
their  sport.     An  interesting  discussion  followed,  after 
which  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Dr.  Patterson 
for  his  able  and  valuable  paper.    The  annual  meeting  of 
the  society  will  take  place  on  Monday  next,  the  16ch  inst. , 
at  8  p  m.    Amongst  other  important^  business  to  be 
transacted  is  the  question  of  the  acquisition  of  further 
trout  and  coarse  fishing.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 
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cod,  of  good  size.  Mr.  Moore,  fishing  with  Mr 
Humphreys,  took  nine  score  wliiting,  four  nurse  dogs,  and 
five  codling,  largest  51b.  Mr.  Bridgman  gave  some  useful 
information  as  to  the  preservation  of  lugworras  and 
mussels.  Mr.  Edwards  mentioned  a  letter  in  the  Aiu/ler 
on  the  same  subject.  Mr.  Paiker  gave  his  opinions  on  the 
preservation  of  bait.  Mr.  Clarke  thowed  a  i-atriple  ot  wire 
line,  which  he  stated  to  be  very  flHxible,  rustless,  and 
strong.  An  interesting  discussion  followed  on  the  advan- 
tages of  large  pulleys,  particularly  for  wire  lines,  aud  on 
the  different  effects  of  dressing  lines  according  to  their 
construction.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
closed  the  meeting.  H.  J.  Moore  {pro.  Sec). 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
Me.  Beidgman  chairman.  Mr.  C.  Handley  reported 
poor  sport  at  Southend.  Mr.  Wood  reported  excellent 
sport  at  Deal,  having  during  a  fortnight,  on  Jan.  4,  four 
score  whiting,  several  Ijlb.,  one  21b.,  tour  cod,  best  7ilb. 
Thursday,  Jan.  5,  a  good  quantity  of  whiting,  nurse  dogs, 
and  dabs  ;  with  Major  Gordon,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  and  Cook 
'boatman),  fourteen  score  whiting,  three  cod  (about  61b. 
and  7ilb.),  a  dab  of  IJIb  ,  and  one  nurse  dog.  Mr. 
Mallett,  twelve  score  of  whiting  and  three  codling,  largest 
about  .51b.  Mr.  Davis  and  brother,  seven  and  a  half  score 
whiting  and  two  cod,  71b.  and  81b.  Mr.  Edwards  reported 
four  good  days,  the  best  fifteen  score  whiting  and  seven 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  our  usual  weekly  meeting,  on  Jan.  10,  Dr.  Brunton 
occupied  the  chair.  The  auditor  for  1898  accounts  was 
duly  appointed— a  well  known  C.A.  Five  gentlemen 
were  nominated  for  membership,  which  bids  well  tor  the 
coming  season.  Mr.  Davies  reported  that  he  had,  in 
company  with  Messrs.  Close  and  Marshall,  visited  the 
society's  waters  at  Chesham.  The  springs  were  running, 
and  a  good  head  of  fish  seen.  The  arrangements  for 
looking  after  and  preserving  our  trout  are  in  good  hands. 
Many  trout  have  already  been  secured  from  the  ditches 
and  transferred  to  our  own  waters.  We  hope,  in  the  next 
two  or  three  months,  to  place  several  thousand  trout  ova 
in  the  waters,  from  which  they  will  no  doubt  benefat. 
Mr  Hatton  reported  roach  from  Kelvedon  on  several 
occasions  lately.  The  waters  there  are  in  splendid  con- 
dition just  now.  Mr.  Eldred  reported  fish  from  Kelvedon. 
Mr  H.  Short  had  a  good  take  of  roach  from  the  Lea  this 
week  ;  w*ight,  over  201b.  Dr.  Brunton,  from  Deal,  with  a 
friend  cod ,  six  dog  fish,  and  nine  and  a  half  score  of  whiting 
in  two'and  a  half  hours'  fishing.  Mr.  James  Tayler  ("  Red 
Palmer")  will  read  a  paper  next  Tuesday  before  the 
members,  entitled  "Rain  and  Rivers."  1  hope  to  see  a 
good  attendance,  as  every  member  weU  knows  the  cha- 
racter of  the  papers  read  previously  by  him.  I  should 
also  be  pleased  to  see  any  visitors,  who  are  always 
welcomed  at  any  of  our  meetings.  The  programme  for 
the  forthcoming  year  is  now  being  prepared,  and  I  should 
be  glad  of  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  same  from 
any  member.  The  programme  will  include  maps  of  our 
waters  at  Kelvedon  and  Chesham,  which  are  being  very 
carefully  prepared  hy  Mr.  J.  Lund,  one  of  our  members. 
The  usual  toasts  and  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
concluded  the  proceedings.    Ales.  Wright,  Hon.  Sec. 


iHoteg  from  tije  llottt). 


The  angling  season  opened  in  the  far  north  under  more 
favourable  auspices  than  has  been  experienced  for  many 
years  back,  Lu>t  year  except^'d.  It  is  often  weeks  after 
the  advent  of  the  season  belore  a  line  can  be  got  out  tor 
frost  and  snow,  aid  only  some  four  seasons  ago  no  less 
thin  five  trains  were  embedded  in  snowdnfia  on  the 
Highland  and  Great  North  systems  at  this  very  time. 
May  the  most  bo  made  of  present  favourable  opportunities. 

The  Aberdeen  Town  Council  Sewage  Committee  have 
been  asked  for  and  granted  the  necessary  guarantee  that 
their  operations  to  purify  the  Dee  of  pollution  wUl  not  in 
any  way  interfere  with  the  hatchery  now  being  erected  by 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  at  Nigg. 

An  heir  was  bom  to  the  Elchies  estates  the  other  day. 
As  this  is  one  of  the  best  sporting  and  angling  properties 
on  Speyeide,  we  may  confidently  hail  the  birth  of  another 
rodemaii,  and  hope  that  in  the  future  laird,  as  in  the 
present,  the  angling  interests  of  the  Spey  will  occupy  a 
chief  place  in  his  attention  to  estate  management. 


WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last, 
at  the  Roebuck  Hotel.  There  was  a  crowded  attendance, 
Mr.  J.  Lyon  Whittle  presiding.  The  secretary  reported 
as  follows:  "We  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  our 
continued  prosperity,  and  last  year  we  enrolled  eighty- 
nine  new  members.  With  reference  to  the  river  Gowy 
the  weed  cutting  was  repeated  in  the  spring,  but  as  regards 
the  fishing  results  during  the  past  year,  we  can  only  say 
that,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  brief  flashes  of 
favourable  sport  having  been  had,  the  results  have  been 
practically  blank.  As  regards  our  Lymm  water,  dis- 
couraging accounts  were  reported  at  the  beginning  of  the 
season,  but  with  the  latter  portion  of  the  year  better 
things  have  prevailed,  and  catches  made  up  to  111b. 
The  Old  Quay  Canal  at  Walton  Arches  continues  in  good 
condition.  The  further  stocking  will  be  continued  as 
opportunity  offers,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  members  will 
render  what  assistance  they  can  in  this  direction. 
It  is  expected  that  the  Canal  will  be  opened  for  general 
angling  after  the  spawning  time  this  year.  The  angling 
contests  of  the  past  season  were  fairly  success- 
ful. We  should  like  to  see  a  large  number  of  the  mem- 
bers taking  part  in  them,  thereby  showing  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  efforts  of  the  committee  in  arranging  these 
competitions.  In  future  contests,  every  member  must 
provide  himself  with  the  means  of  keeping  all  undersized 
fish  alive  (to  be  returned  to  the  water  after  weighing). 
The  conditions  for  free  fishing  in  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal  has  been  maintained  by  the  payment  of  the  fees  by 
the  Provincial  Anglers'  Association.  There  has  been 
established  during  the  last  quarter  what  is  termed  the 
Warrington  Anglers'  Supplementary  Fund,  the  objects  of 
which  are  to  effect  a  complete  federation  of  all  anglers  in 
the  district.  A  juvenile  branch  has  also  been  estabhshcd. 
The  income  has  been  £105  6s.  7id.,  and  the  expenditure, 
£9593.5d.  Mr.E.M.  Crosfield  was  re-elected  president,  Mr. 
Peter  Knight  as  secretary,  Mr.  F.  J.  Emeon  as  assistant 
secretary,  Mr.  Alf .  Taylor  as  secretary  of  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  and  Mr.  A.  Cook  as  treasurer.  The  committee 
elected  were  as  follows  :  Messrs.  J.  Lyon  Whittle, 
James  Bancroft,  J.  G.  Bailey,  Charles  Mather,  Henry 
Kent,  Alfred  Taylor,  Thomas  Boscow,  Thomas  Nixon, 
James  Reynolds,  John  Mawson,  James  Mayhall,  W.  H. 
Proud,  Ed.  Gilbert,  and  Joseph  Podmore. 

Fred.  J.  Emson. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 
26,772.    Alexander  Melville    Clark,    Chancery  -  lans, 

London.    Improvements  in  fishing  reels. 
27,217.    Samuel  Allcock,  Standard  Works,  Redditch. 

Improved  fish  hook. 
27,.313.  John  Thomas  Chippindale,  Clifton-terrace, 
Otley,  Yorkshire,  relates  to  improvements  in 
instruments  used  by  anglers. 
27,565.  Thomas  Evans,  Colmore-row,  Birmingham, 
relates  to  a  new  or  improved  fishing-rod 
holder  or  rest. 


A  huge  bonfire  welcomed  the  advent  of  the  little  stranger 
to  the  fireside  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Grant,  of  Wester-Blchies. 
Mrs.  Grant  is  a  daughter  of  Lord  Justice  Smith,  of  the 
Supreme  Court.   

A  sharp  snowstorm  was  experienced  over  the  middle 
range  of  the  Grampians  last  week.  Curlers  were  out  in 
force  in  Braemar  and  Strathdon.  The  harder  the  weather 
the  better  just  now,  as  the  rivers  and  streams  have  been 
running  mountains  too  high  for  weeks  back. 


Caskieleen  House,  Donside,  was  toUlly  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Saturday  morning,  and  the  Hon.  Mis.  Pine  ana 
children  had  to  flee  from  the  burning  building.  Mr. 
Vernon  Pirie,  M.P.,  and  family  were  in  residence  at  the 
time  and  the  hon.  member  did  all  one  mortal  man  could 
do,  but  it  was  of  no  avail.  Mr.  Pirie  is  a  keen  sportsman, 
as  well  as  an  energetic;  and  enthusidstic  M.P.  His  loss  is 
about  £300,  chiefly  in  private  effects.  He  was  able  to 
save  the  most  of  his  effects,  including  some  valuable  guns, 
fishing  tackle,  and  salmon  rods.  He  only  rented  the 
house.   

News  was  received  in  Dundee  last  week  of  the  death  of 
Mr  J  M.  Keiller,  of  Mooven,  Deeside.  He  died  on  board 
his  yacht  on  a  cruise  to  the  West  Indies  for  his  health. 
His  palatial  residence  on  Craigendarrcch,  overlooking  his 
famous  stretch  of  the  Dee,  was  only  completed  at  great 
cost  a  year  or  so  ago.  He  was  next  neighbour  to  the 
Queen  on  the  north  side  of  the  Dee  and  an  ardent  and 
enthusiastic  angler.   

An  old  claim  of  some  thirty  years  standing  for  foreshore 
rights  on  the  estuary  of  the  Dee  was  settled  the  other 
day,  when  the  money  lodged  in  court  by  the  Harbour 
Board  was  uplifted.   

On  the  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  Miss  Leith  Hay, 
niece  of  Colonel  Leith  Hay,  of  Leith  Hall,  to  Capt. 
M' Alpine,  R.N.,  the  servants  on  the  Leith  Hall  estate 
were  entertained  to  dinner  yesterday  by  Colonel  Leith 
Hay  and  Mr.  Leith  Hay.  The  function  took  place  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Home  Farm,  the  dairy 
of  which  was  converted  for  the  nonce  into  a  dining  hall. 

Mr.  D.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  has  the  letting 
of  the  famous  Upper  Blackball  Dee  water  for  the  months 
of  May  June,  and  July,  and  is  open  to  treat  for  any  or  all 
of  these  months.  Special  Scotch. 


Iptovincial  Botes 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  old  committee  of  the  BirmmghMn 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  Jan.  5,  at  the 
headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J .  A. 
Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  president,  in  opening 
the  meeting,  spoke  of  the  harmony  that  had  existed  durmg 
the  past  twelve  months  of  the  committee,  and  hoped  that 
the  same  good  feeling  would  exist  with  the  new  committee. 
The  progress  of  the  association  had  been  marked  by  a 
great  increase  of  members,  and  the  financial  position  was 
all  that  could  be  desired.  He  concluded  his  remarks  by 
wishing  all  a  prosperous  New  Year.  There  were  two 
applications  for  affiliation.  The  first  taken  was  that  ot  the 
Invincible  Society,  which  hold  their  club  in  HoUoway 
Head.  Opposition  was  raised  by  the  St.  Thomas  s  Club, 
and  as  the  accommodation  at  the  house  was  not  smUble 
for  a  club  the  application  was  refused.  Messre.  Coles  and 
Hughes  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Handsworth 
A  B  S  Society.  This  club  is  in  conneition  with  the 
Boulton-road  adult  schools.  The  report  was  of  a  flattering 
description,  as  several  gentlemen  of  local  standing  were  the 
promoters  of  the  society.  The  club  had  thirty  tuUy-Mid 
members  on  their  book,  who  intended  to  rent  water  for 
their  private  use.  The  club  was  admitted.  The  third 
application  was  that  of  the  Hope  and  Anchor  Society, 
held  at  the  Hope  and  Anchor,  New  Canal-street.  Messre. 
Coles  and  Hopwood,  as  the  appointed  visitors,  gave  in 
their  report.    This  club  consisted  of  about  faf ty  fully-paid 
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members.  The  report  was  satisfactory,  and  the  club  was 
admitted.  The  application  for  the  removal  of  the  Haw- 
thorne Club  from  the  Malt  Shovel  Inn,  John  Bright- 
street,  to  the  Turk's  Head  Inn,  Highgate-street,  was 
sanctioned.  The  balance-sheet  for  the  quarter  ending 
Dec.  31  last  was  read  by  the  secretary.  The  number  of 
members  paid  upon  by  the  branches  number  4994,  and  the 
expenditure  for  the  quarter  amounted  to  a  little  over  £22  ; 
the  income  exceeded  some  £10  over  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  last  year,  and  the  sum  of  £52  was  carried 
to  the  general  fund.  The  auditor  gave  in  his  report, 
after  which  the  balance-sheet  and  auditor's  report  was 
adopted.  The  Seymour,  Handsworth,  and  Hope  and 
Anchor  clubs  will,  by  paying  their  entrance  fees, 
bring  this  total  up  to  £61  9s.  On  Satur- 
day evening  last  the  committee  met  at  the  head- 
quarters to  distribute  the  new  travelling  cards  for 
1899.  The  representatives  from  the  clubs,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  turned  up,  the  result  being  that  5193  Provincial 
cards,  and  the  same  number  of  Midland  Railway  cards, 
were  distributed.  The  whole  of  the  Provincial  cards  have 
been  sent  out,  and  by  the  time  these  notes  are  in  print 
they  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  members.  A  large 
number  of  new  stations  have  been  added,  together  with 
privileges  of  booking  from  local  stations.  Some  of  our 
members  have  been  busy  pike  fishing  in  the  pools  adjacent 
to  Birmingham,  the  result  being  that  some  good  fish  up 
to  161b.  have  been  taken.  I  have  heard  of  a  number  of 
small  pike,  up  to  61b.  in  weight,  being  taken  from  the 
Warwick  and  Stratford  canals  in  the  Kingswood 
district.  River  fishing  has  been  very  quiet  owing 
to  their  flooded  state,  but  still  some  good  catches 
have  been  taken  in  the  back-waters  of  the  Avon, 
where  the  fish  have  retired  to  in  order  to  get 
out  of  the  flush  of  the  water.  These  places  will  be 
found  the  best  for  sport  while  the  rivers  are  in  their  pre- 
sent condition.    The  following  new  secretaries  have  been 


appointed  to  the  clubs  mentioned :  Mr.  W.  E.  Smith, 
Aston  Park  Club ;  Mr.  P.  Careless,  Izaak  Walton  Club ; 
Mr.  H.  Turley,  Latimer  Club ;  Mr.  W.  Trevor,  Gatisson 
Club ;  Mr.  Howell,  Old  Green  Man  Club  ;  and  Mr.  A. 
Busby,  Burlington  Club.  The  Princess  of  Wales'  Club, 
which  meet  in  Conybere-street,  have  made  an  application 
to  join  the  Birmingham  Association ;  and  a  new  club, 
held  at  the  Holly  Bush  Inn,  Cradley,  have  made  an  appli- 
cation to  join  the  P.  A.  A.  The  Hanley  Association  have 
written  to  the  last-mentioned  association  for  particulars  as 
to  becoming  affiliated  with  that  body,  in  order  to  join  in 
the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  association.  The  Cradley 
Club  have  forwarded  their  visiting  fee. 
FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

For  the  time  ofjjyear  the  weather  continues  remarkably 
open,  and  anglers  are  having  an  uninterrupted  spell  of 
sport.  The  recent  rains  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good, 
inasmuch  as  they  have  removed  much  of  the  aquatic 
vegetation  which  impeded  the  operations  of  those  wielding 
the  trolling  rod.  The  waters  are  now  in  capital  condition 
both  for  pike  and  roach  fishing,  and  many  visitors  have 
been  at  work  in  the  district.  The  premier  water — the 
Witham — has  been  exceptionally  well  patronised  by  local 
anglers,  and  those  operating  in  the  Kirkstead,  Dogdyke, 
and  Langrick  districts  have  met  with  satisfactory  sport, 
the  bags  varying  from  five  brace  downward.  The  average 
weight  of  the  fish  caught  this  week  has  been  from  3lb.  to 
51b.,  the  best  turning  the  scale  at  OJlb.  Roachists  have 
again  done  well  on  the  Glen,  where  the  waters  are  in  nice 
condition  for  this  class  of  sport.  In  the  Surfleet  district 
bags  of  101b.  and  121b.  have  been  accounted  for.  Pike 
fishing  forms  the  chief  feature  on  the  Welland  and  Forty- 
foot,  and  good  bags  have  been  made. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Pike  fishing  has  been  pursued  by  our  local  anglers 
during  the  past  week  with  various  results,  both  the  river 


Hull,  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  the  Staddlethorpe 
delphs  falling  in  for  a  share  of  their  patronage,  but  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  has  been  by  far  the  best  hunting 
ground  of  late,  and  several  very  nice  fish  have  been 
bagged,  both  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport  and  Sod 
House  Lock  ;  although  a  few  good  fish  have  been  met 
with  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  river  Hull.  The  river  is 
fining  down  nicely  since  the  stormy  weather  of  the 
previous  week,  and  some  fair  catches  of  roach  may  reason- 
ably be  anticipated  if  the  weather  continues  as  mild  as  at 
present ;  the  flounders  and  eels  are  also  reported  on  the 
run  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river,  and  also  in  some  of 
the  havens  and  drains ;  and  during  next  week's  tides 
those  that  empty  into  the  river  Humber  should  pay 
for  a  visit  during  tide  time  with  the  black-headed 
worm  and  shrimps.  The  Hull  Amalgamation  have 
granted  permission  to  several  of  the  affiliated  societies 
to  fish  their  opening  matches  on  the  HoldernesB 
Drains,  the  Alexandra  Angling  Association  being  the  first 
in  the  field,  with  a  match  on  March  1  at  Patrington 
Haven.  Annual  meetings  and  dinners  are  still  occupying 
most  of  the  attention  of  club  members.  The  Central  Hull 
Angling  Society  held  an  important  meeting  at  the  White 
Horse  Hotel,  when  the  annual  prizes  and  matches  for  the 
forthcoming  season  were  arranged.  This  flourishing 
society  commences  the  season  with  a  balance  in  hand,  over 
last  year's  expenditure,  of  £11  2s.  lid.  Mr.  George  Dixon 
has  been  re-elected  to  the  presidential  chair,  assisted  in  the 
vice  by  Mr.  Alfred  Cbappell ;  Mr.  George  W.  Schofield 
undertaking  the  combined  offices  of  treasurer  and  cprre- 
spondiog  secretary;  Mr.  E.  Breaker  being  appointed 
finanijiaf  secretary.  The  members  of  the  Stoneferry 
A.S.  dined  together  at  the  New  Inn,  Stoneferry,  when 
a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  Mr.  H.  Botterill 
officiating  in  the  chair.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Wednesday  Angling  Society,  Mr.  Samuel  King,  the 
president,  was  presented  with  a  gold  medal  for  the  heaviest; 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY   PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ADDLESTONB  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  SI ;  Is.  Id. 
A.LTHORNB  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  38. 
Ambbrlet  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  Sb.  8il.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 
Ambksham  (Misbourn),  I  Bucks,  33f ;  Is.  Id. 
Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  48.  4d, 
Ardletoh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  86 ;  48.  9d. 
Ablesby  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  Ss.  lid. 
ASHUEST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 
AUDLEY  End  (0am),  A,  Essex,  4t ;  38.  6^d. 
Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48;  Ss.  8d. 
Baroomeb  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60  ;  5s.  6d. 
Battlesbridse  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  Is.  4|d. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  6b. 
BerkhampSTEAD  (G.J.C),  H,  Herts,  28;  Is.  lid. 
Billericat  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  28. 
BlLUNSHnRST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4b.  8d. 
BiSGLBSWADE  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 
Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  Td. 
Blakb  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  9\i 
Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74;  fls.  2d. 
Blbtchlet  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46};  48.  lid. 
Blunhau  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  58.  3d. 
BOTTISHAM,  A,  Oambs,  61f ;  58.  l^d. 
Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28f ;  Ss. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  22f ;  2s.  8d. 
BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  241 ;  2s.  6d. 
Brainthee  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45 ;  39.  lOd. 
BRAUGHlNd  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30^;  28.  7id. 
Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86i;  7a.  S^. 
Beiokbt  Wood  (Cohie),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
BeOXBOUENE  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  174;  Is.  6d. 
BUNTINSFOED  (Rib),  Herts,  33};  23.  lid. 
Bures  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  4b.  ejd. 
BURNHAM-ON-CEOnOH,  A,  Essex,  39;  38.  8d. 
BUBNT  Fbn  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77};  68.  6d. 
BUENT  Mill  (Stort  )jA,  Essex,  25;  Is.  lljd. 
Bcshby  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 
Byfleet  (Wey),D,  Surrey,  21f ;  28.  3d. 
OastlbHbdingham  (Colne), A,E88ex, 66};  4a.llid, 
Ohappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50};  4s.  2^d. 
Chalfont  Boad  (Misbourn),  1,  Bucks,  22;  Is. 
Chbddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Ohbsham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27;  2s.  5d. 
OhklmsfOed  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29} ;  Is.  6^d. 
Chbshont  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14};  Is.  2d. 
Ohbrtbby  (Thamea),  D,  Surrey,  22};  Is.  4d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  13} ;  Is.  l|d. 
Ohiltbrn  Green  (Lea),  Q,  Herts,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
Ohorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Glare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62;  3s.  3d. 
OOBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  ISf;  28. 
Colohkster  ((3olne),  A,  Essex,  51} ;  48.  4id. 

OOLNE  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57^  ;  48.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16};  Is.  8d. 

OOOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25};  2s.  lOd. 
OOWDBN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  Ss. 

Oromeb,  a,  Norfolk,  139;  lOs. 

Datohet  (Thamea),  D,  Bucks,28};  2s.  8d. 

DOWNHAU  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86};  7s.  3d. 

Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26;  Is.  8d. 

Earlswood  (Lakes),  ¥,  Surrey,  214;  28. 

East  (Jkinstkau  (Medway),  F,  Suasex.SO;  3i.  6d. 

East  Farlkiou  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s. 

Eabith  Briuob  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76};  5b.  4d. 

Edknbbidqe  (Edenl,  C  F,  Kent,  33;  Is.  8d. 

Eqhab  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21;  28.  3d. 

Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70J;  68.  lljd. 

Elbtrbe  (Eeservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 

EL8KNHAM  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  OJ^d. 

Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12;  Is. 

Eppino  (Rodlng),  A,  Essex,  17;  la.  5Jd. 

ESHEK  (Mole).  D,  Surrey,  14J ;  la.  6d. 

FAMBRIDOE  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36;  2s.  lOd. 

Flitwiok  (Ivel),  U,  Beds,  40;  4h.  2d. 

Forkst  Kow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  3s.  6d. 

Fdlwell  (Thames),  D,  MlddUiSOX,  llj  ;  Is.  4d. 

Goring  (Thames),  B.Oxford,  44};  4e.  yd. 

QT.  OniiSTKitFORD  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  38.  lOJd. 

Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35^ ;  38.  3d. 

Gt.  Mirskndon  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  19;  2s.  9d. 

Guildford  (Wey),  0  D,  Surrey,  28^;  3b  2d. 

QCNTOIS  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138 ;  10s. 


Halham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25} ;  28.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62J ;  4s.  8id. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex;  14};  Is.  «d 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14};  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37 ;  38.  lid. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  2s.  Hd. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  17};  Is.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
HATFIELD  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17} ;  Is.  lOd. 
HATFIELD  P£VEREL(Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  36;  3s.  Id. 
Haywards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  48. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27;  28.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  3.5|;  3s.  91. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24};  2s.  6d. 
HILGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88} ;  6s.  lOJd. 
Horlby  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  8d, 
HORSHAM  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HOBSTED  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36^;  3s.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  a,  Norfolk,  lUi;  9b.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  68} ;  6s.  2A 
IRCHKSTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42|;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Lanqley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  28.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  la.  3d. 
LakbnheATH  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82};  6s.  lljd. 
Langford   Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44 ;  38.  3id.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32J ;  S«.  .5d. 
Leatheehbad  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19};  2s. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40} ;  48.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  2d. 
LINGFIELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28 ;  2s.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6s.  5d. 
LOUGHTON  (Eoding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  O^d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61};  .5s.  IJd. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117} ;  lOa 
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Great  Eastern  (Liveipool  Street).  E. 

Great  Western  (Pnddlngton).  F. 

South-Eaetern    (Charing   Cross,    Waterloo  O. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  H. 

and  New  CroBs).  I. 
South- Westen  (Waterloo). 


Great  Northein  (King's  OrosB). 

L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria); 

Midland  (St.  Fancras). 

North- Western  (Euston). 

Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 

HHP  Map  s!ions  the  1$  ntic  sluttons. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24};  Is.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44;  3s.34d 
Maldon,  Wkst  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  3s.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  5s.  0}d. 
March  (Nene,  <fcc.).  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  68.  4d. 
Mabdocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  '23 ;  2s. 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  38.  ll}d. 
Midhubst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6b. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  6b. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
Nbw  Baenkt  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
Nbwpoet  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42} ;  Ss.  5d. 
Noeth  WalshAu  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Eoding),  A,  Essex,  19};  Is.  8d.  . 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52};  5s.  4d. 
Opfohd  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55} ;  5s.  lOd. 
Ongab  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll^d. 
OxiED  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2a.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31|;  4s. 
Pangbournb  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41};  4b.  4d. 
Park  Stbbet  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  28. 
PONDEB's  End  (Lea).  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  9d.  i 
PoiTEE's  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12} ;  Is.  8d.  • 
PULBOROUGH  (Arun),  F,  Suasex,  50;  68.  (Byj 
Eldridge's  excursions,  2s.  6d).  t, 
Eadlbtt  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d.  < 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d.  ' 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 
BiCKMANSWOBTH  (Cohie),  H  I,  Herts,  22};  Is.  M.: 
EOTDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  2-2}  ;  Is.  9d. 
EUDGvnOK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4b.  2d. 
Eye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  ls.8d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44 ;  4s.  7d. 
SawbbidgewObth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  Ss.  SJd, 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58 ;  os.  fid. 
Shalfoed  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Shaenbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55 ;  6s.  9d. 
Shelfobd  (Cam),  A,  Oambs,  55 ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20};  Is.  8d. 
Sheppbbton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18f ;  2a. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18};  Is.  lid. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19};  Ib. 
Standon  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29};  2s.  6}d. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  EsseX(33 ;  2s.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Cokie),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20;  28.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Himts,  51};  5s.  5d. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  J,  Bucks,  37;  38.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  585;  4s.  ll}d. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22i;  2s.  4d 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47};  4s.  lid. 
Thatch  AM  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49};  58.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16 ;  la.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29;  38. 
Tilbhurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  48.  Id. 
Teing  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31};  38.  4d. 
Tunbeidge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29J ;  38.  3d. 
TwYFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  38.  3d. 
DXBHIDQE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  155;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,Berks,  13;  38.6d. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Gross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  2'2};  Is.  lid. 
Wateebeaoh  (Cam),  a,  Cambs,  61;  5s.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46;  4s. 
Wendoveb,  I,  Bucks,  33};  38.  3d. 
West  Deayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Gbinsibad  (Adur),  F,  Suasex,  45;  4a.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Bib),  A,  Herta,  32}  ;  '28.  9}d. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2b. 
Whittlesfoed  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49;  4s.  Id. 
WlCKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  Is.  Id. 
Widford  (Aeh),  A,  Herta,  14  ;  Is.  Id. 
WiNDSOK  (Thamee),  B,  Berka,  21};  'Is.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater).  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s. 
WOKINU  (Bas'ngBtkeCanal),D,Surrey,24};  2a.6<l. 
WoiinUAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Eseex,31;  2B.7d. 
Wb AYSBUKY (Thms. <t Colne), D,Bucks,21};  2B.3d 
WBOXHAM  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122} ;  lOs. 
YAIiDlNG  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38};  48. 
Yakuouth  (Bure,  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  111;  10b. 
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aggregate  in  the  matches  during  the  past  season  ;  also  a 
silver  teapot  for  the  heaviest  bream  ;  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow 
being  the  recipient  of  the  society's  gold  medal  for  most 
points  during  1898.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  held  at 
headquarters  on  the  25th  instant.  Much  regret  was  felt 
by  the  delegates  attending  at  the  first  council  meeting  this 
year  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Asgociation  owing 
to  the  resignation  of  the  president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker, 
through  pressure  of  business,  who  has  so  ably  conducted 
the  business  of  the  association  with  untiring  efforts  daring 
the  past  four  years. 

.  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

i  The  Central  Anglers'  Association  lately  organised  in 
Liverpool  is  shaping  well  for  soon  becoming  one  of  the 
most  useful  and  successful  societies  in  this  city.  The 
present  headquarters  are  convenient,  and  no  doubt  will  be 
peimanent.  Already  suitable  waters  have  been  secured, 
and  more  are  being  negotiated  for.  The  new  society  at 
I Fsilsworth, known  as  the  Anglers'  Best  A.S.,  is  progress- 
ling,  the  roll  call  amounting  to  forty-five,  and  more  on 
I  nomination.  Mr.  F.  Wilkinson,  Oldham,  has  joined  the 
gallant  band  who  are  devoting  a  lot  of  attention  to  Hornsea 
Mere,  and  although  rather  late  on  the  scene,  and  somewhat 
j  after  the  best  season,  he  has  already  grassed  some  fine  fish. 
'  The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association,  on  the  9th 
i  received  another  fine  lot  of  fish  for  their  waters  at  Irlam  and 
I  Cadishead.  They  consistedprincipally  of  roach, butinolnded 
'  were  a  lot  of  large  tench  and  bream  some  lbs.  in  weight 
1  The  Openshaw,  Bradford  and  Clayton  Angling  Society  are 
noted  for  an  important  meeting  on  the  18th  at  head- 
quarters, an  urgent,  which  has  been  sent  out  for  a  full 
muster ;  new  members  are  rolling  in.  Stocking  is  rather  a 
strong  item  this  week  ;  amongst  others  actively  engaged, 
and  in  addition  to  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association 
already  noted,  are  the  Kingfishers,  Moss  Side  Socials, 
Backlatid.  and  Levenshulme  Angling  Societies,  and  the 
Woreley  Canal  Fishery. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Kingfisher  Angling  Society,  Salford,  held  their 

annual  dinner  and  business  meeting  at  headquarters,  Mr. 

Rouse's  Temperance  Hotel,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  10th. 

A  most  excellent  spread  was  done  full  justice  to,  after 
,  which  the  treasurer,  Mr.  B.  J.  Pickering,  presented  the 

balance  sheet,  which  being  of  a  very  satisfactory  character 
i  met  with  the  ready  approval  of  the  meeting.  The 
I  eiecutive  for  the  ensuing  year  is  as  follows  (all  re-elected)  : 
I  President,  Mr.  Greenhalgh;  vice-president,  Mr.  Constable  ; 
'  secretary,  Mr.    Prescott ;    treasurer,    Mr.    Pickering ; 

librarian,  Mr.  Prescott,  jun.  ;  committee,  Messrs. 
.  Greenhalgh,  Constible,'  and  Pickers ;  auditor,  Mr. 
I  Hodgkinaon.  The  business  being  disposed  of,  a  most 
;  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  vocal  and  instrumental 

music  being  rendered  by  the  members.  News  is  to  hand 
.of  "The  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,"  a  club  recently 
'  started,  with  present  headquarters  situate  at  455,  Rochdale- 

road,  Manchester.  The  roll  call  already  contains 
j  the  names  of  several  energetic  piscators,  and  judging 

by  the  name  given  the  society  by  its  founders,  there 
I  is  some  good  work  before  them  in  the  near  future. 
I  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  was  held  on 
I  the  9th.  The  results  of  the  past  year  are  satisfactory 
t  in  every  way.  The  following  ia  the  new  executive  :  Hon. 
]  president,  Dr.  Chapman  ;  hon.  vice-presidents,  Councillor 
;  Sargentson  and  Mr.  A.  Barnett ;  chairman,  Mr.  Harkness ; 
1  vice-chairman,  Mr.  E.  Tate;  treasurer,  Mr.  Lattimer; 

secretary,   Mr.  Leigh  ;  assistant-secretary,  Mr.  W.  C. 

Hawkins ;  curators,  Messrs.  J.  Hammond,  T.  Cain,  W. 

Ferguson,  H.  F.  Jenkins  ;  committee,  Messrs.  E.  Roberts, 

J.  Lund,  W.  Taylor,  J.  Bartley,  G.  Thornton,  and  J. 

Reavey ;  auditors,  Messrs.  A.  Ormrod  and  J.  Fisher ; 

delegates.  Messrs.  W.  A.  Leigh  and  .J.  Birch.  Last 

Tuesday  .'500  grand  fish,  averaging  lib.,  were  turned  into 

their  private  waters,  and  there  are  "00  more  to  come. 

I  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

I  The  Trent  hae  been  falling  and  improving  in  colour, 
and.  compared  with  the  previous  week,  a  larger  number  of 
anglers  have  visited  the  various  reaches  of  the  river. 
Sport  has  not,  however,  been  over  good.  At  Shardlow 
on  the  5th,  Mr.  W.  Gregory,  of  the  Wellington  Society! 
caught  a  brace  of  pike  ;  and  on  Monday  two  or  three  fibh 
were  killed  by  Mr.  F.  Baker,  of  the  same  body.  On  Tues- 
day eight  members  and  friends  were  out,  and,  although 
the  morning  turned  out  wet,  the  sun  subsequently  broke 
through,  and  an  enjoyable  afternoon  was  spent.  Seven 
nsh  were  run  and  landed.  Mr.  Harry  Spray  (hon.  sec  ) 
took  two,  Mr.  T.  Large  had  two,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley 
secured  three-all  with  the  live  bait.  Coarse  fishing  has 
clauned  few  votaries  at  Shardlow  for  weeks,  but  the  period 
IS  fast  arriving  when  the  big  roach,  with  which  certain 
tw  '^^^r  abound,  will  doubtless  be  tempted  to 

take  the  worm— the  oockapur.  A  substantial  bag  of  fine 
cnub  has  been  made  at  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  there  has 
amongst  roach  and  small  bream  at 
wuford,  Clifton,  and  Beeston  Bend.  Pike  have  come 
irom  Kelham,  and  on  Tuesday  an  encouraging  haul  was 
Dwle  at  Stoke  Bardolph.  Hundreds  of  lamprey  eels  have 
Deen  caught  in  the  nets  near  the  Rectory  at  Colwick 
♦  «!f^^  ^^"^         ""O**  abundant  but  they  do 

not  fetch  the  price  of  a  few  years  ago.  Then  they  were 
■ent  to  the  eaat  coast,  there  to  be  used  aa  bait  for  ciptur- 
ing  ood. 

I  FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

/.^  j^-  witnessed  an  improvement  in  the 

ooDditiona  for  angling,  but  still  the  weather  has  not  been 

I  h»t V  description  for  outdoor  pursuits,  there 

raving  te,n  too  many  heavy  rainsV.rms  to  render  the  lot 
«i„  fu*"*     ""P  comfortable.    With  such  heavy  faUs  of 
.T  natn'^l  consequence  has  been  that  most  of  the 

I  fi.^' "f*".  njnning  bank  high,  therefore  rendering 

I  "•hing  nearly  impoaeible.    The  Fen  district  ha*,  how- 


ever,  been  extensively  patronised,  visitors  to  the  Witham 
turning  up  in  large  numbers.  At  Bardney  some  cipital 
sport  amongst  roach  has  been  obtained  by  the  Lincoln 
anglers,  of  whom  there  has  been  a  good  many  out.  Special 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Sincil  Dyke,  and  with  worms 
as  bait  some  very  satisfactory  takes  of  roach  have  been 
recorded,  fish  averaging  in  many  cases  lib.  each,  whilst  a 
few  heavier  ones  have  also  been  caught.  The  middle 
reaches  of  the  Witham  have  lately  attracted  more  anglers 
to  them,  and  during  the  past  week  or  so  there  has  not 
been  much  to  complain  about  with  regard  to  roach  fishing, 
worms  and  yellow  paste  having  proved  very  alluring  baits. 
The  heavy  rains  have  considerably  improved  the  condition 
of  the  drains  in  the  Boston  district,  and  the  heavy  flush 
of  water  has  also  brought  about  a  much  needed  improve- 
ment in  the  Bain,  the  flannel  weed  having  been  swept 
away  in  large  quantities  from  the  bottom  of  the  river, 
thus  rendering  conditions  much  better  for  bottom  anglers. 
Roach  have  been  taken  in  large  numbers,  whilst  pike 
anglers  have  had  a  much  better  time  than  previously. 
The  Wisbech  district  has  also  been  the  happy  hunting 
ground  of  several  Sheflield  anglers,  roach  anglers  faring 
the  best,  pike  anglers  doing  very  little.  Very  little  fish- 
ing has  been  done  in  the  Trent,  but  when  the  waters  have 
run  down  more,  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  a  good 
time  amongst  the  roach.  The  Chesterfield  and  Stookwith 
Canal  has  yielded  some  first-class  roach.  Very  little 
grayling  fishing  has  been  had  in  either  the  Derwent  or  the 
Wye,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rains  and  the  attendant 
rise  of  the  waters. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Rain,  rain,  abundance  of  rain  !  The  earth  soddened, 
and  the  rivers  on  the  rise  again.  To-day  a  great  quantity 
of  high  coloured  water  is  rolling  down  the  Severn,  and  I 
fear  it  will  be  some  time  before  either  stream  will  be  in 
fishing  condition  again.  Committee  meetings  to  arrange 
for  coming  season,  for  annual  dinners,  and  the  distribution 
of  railway  travelling  cards  is  all  that  is  being  done  among 
the  various  clubs,  and  all  hoping  for  a  spell  of  seasonable 
weather. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ashford,  fishery  ofiicer  to  the  North-Eastern 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  will  report  to  that  body,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  annual  meeting  in  York  on  the  18th  inst., 
that  during  the  past  quarter,  through  the  whole  of  the 
district,  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
quantities  of  fish  landed,  and  a  corresponding  increase  in 
the  value  thereof.  The  total  quantity  of  fish  landed  at  the 
different  stations,  according  to  the  returns  of  the 
Fisheries  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  for 
the  district  during  September,  October,  and  November 
reached  the  enormous  total  of  l,173,293cvrt3.,  of 
the  aggregate  value  (including  whelks,  deep  sea  crabs, 
mussels,  oysters,  shrimps,  and  prawns)  of  £729,101  ; 
against  l,000,066cwt8.,  of  the  value  of  £674,403,  for 
the  corresponding  months  of  1897.  Several  of  the 
coast  porta  and  fishing  stations  have  shown  increased  land- 
ings of  considerable  value,  and  the  fishermen,  when  the 
weather  has  allowed,  have  at  these  places  landed  better 
takes  than  have  been  repotted  for  a  long  period.  Grimsby 
and  Hull,  comparatively,  show  enormous  returns,  which 
may  be  attributed  to  the  very  great  increase  of  tonnage 
put  afloat  during  the  year  in  steam  trawlers,  with  all  the 
latest  and  improved  facilities  for  the  capture  of  sea  fish. 
During  the  quarter  the  usual  bitter  complaints  were  made  as 
to  the  encroachments  of  steam  trawlers,  both  by  the  fisher- 
men and  the  coastguard.  In  the  same  period  three  persons 
were  proceeded  against  for  breaches  of  the  Fisheries  Act, 
1877,  for  having  in  their  possession  and  exposing  for  sale 
castor  crata.  Local  anglers  are  looking  forward  with  pleasure 
to  the  21st  inst.,  when  Capt.  Key,  a  veteran  angler, 
purposes  to  entertain  at  one  of  the  hostelries  the  members 
of  the  York  and  District  Amalgamation,  of  which  he  is 
president.  Tables  are  to  be  laid  for  180,  and  the 
company  will,  it  is  anticipated,  include  Mr.  J.  G.  Butcher, 
Q.C.,  M.P.,  Lord  Charles  Beresford's  colleague  in  the 
representation  (f  the  city.  Angling  generally  in  the 
vicinity  of  York  and  in  the  surrounding  district,  owing 
mainly  to  the  flooded  and  discoloured  state  of  the  rivers, 
has  not  been  productive  of  more  than  ordinary  sport,  and 
this,  too,  on  a  very  moderate  scale. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselven  responsible  for  the  opinions 
e.vprey:xed,  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT." 

Dear  Sib, — With  reference  to  the  illustrations  on 
page  44  of  the>  above  work,  which  I  presume  are  intended 
to  serve  as  guides  to  anyone  desirous  of  trying  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  fishermen's  knots,  I  should  like  to  point  out 
that  the  left  hand  knot  in  fig.  Vi  is  simply  ridiculous,  and 
puts  one  in  mind  of  those  ring  puzzles.  As  this  double 
knot  appeared  to  be  quite  different  from  what  I  was 
accustomed  to,  I  tiied  to  tie  it,  using  the  right  hand  of 
illustration  as  a  guide,  and  repeating  same  with  the  other 
end,  and  the  result,  if  I  may  venture  to  criticise,  was  an 
extremely  clumsy  knot.  Perhaps  some  kind  reader  would 
kindly  illustrate  (he  double  fisherman's  knot.— Yours 
truly,  Bohemian. 

Edinburgh. 

[We  cannot  understand  "  Bohemian's  "  ditticulty  with  the 
illuatrationa.  The  left  hand  knot  in  fig.  13  is  not  quite  so 
clear  as  the  right  hand,  but  with  the  latter  as  a  guide  yon 
cannot  go  wrong.  As  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  points  out, 
it  ia  not  quite  ao  neat  as  the  single  knot,  but  it  ia  certainly, 
in  our  opinion,  not  eztremely^clumay. — Bd.j 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  NETTING  AND 
RE-STOCKING  FUND. 
Dkab  Sib, — Since  my  last  report  1  beg  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  the  following  amounts  : 

£  8.  d. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society    0  10  0 

Good  Intent      1    1  0 

Highbury  Angling  Society    2   5  0 

Yours  faithfully,    Alex.  Wright. 

GUT  AND  THINGS. 
Sir, — Death  has  been  here  with  me,  or  I  should  have 
written  sooner.    Even  now  one  cannot  write  very  clearly, 
for  the  darkness  and  sorrow  flee  not  quite  away  with  the 
morning. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  see  that  the  gut  question  has  been 
taken  up,  but  I  sincerely  hope  the  discussion  will  not  be 
disfigured  with  any  wretched  personalities,  and  that  the 
real  point  at  issue  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  or  obscured. 

Perhaps  you  will  kindly  permit  me  to  reiterate  this 
briefly  and  as  lucidly  as  I  can  within  the  limits.  In  regard 
to  "  good  "  or  "  bad  "  gut,  there  are,  I  fancy,  a  few  points 
on  which  we  are  all  agreed,  and  which  admit  of  no 
question.  Undrawn  gut,  for  instance,  is,  other  things 
being  equal,  better  than  drawn,  because  of  its  firmer  and 
much  more  durable  surface ;  thick  gut  is  stronger  than 
thin,  and  therefore,  from  the  point  of  view  of  strength 
being  the  desideratum,  may  fairly  be  called  the  better, 
though  without  prejudice,  as  the  lawyers  say.  Long 
strands,  too,  have  their  merits  over  short  ones,  I  suppose  ; 
at  least,  they  give  fewer  knots  on  the  gut  collar.  Per- 
fectly round  gut  is  obviously  superior  to  that  which  is  flat, 
or  otherwise  blemished  by  attenuations ;  there  may  even 
be  something  in  the  straining,  while,  last  of  all,  gut  may 
be  so  badly  treated  by  exposure  to  light,  or  other  pre- 
judicial influences,  between  its  leaving  the  maker's  hands 
and  reaching  thoae  of  the  angler,  that  it  may  be  good  for 
nothing  at  all.  Now,  all  this  is  perfectly  plain  and  simple 
to  the  man  in  the  street,  and  so  far  we  all  understand  why 
some  gut  is  and  must  be  dearer  than  others.  Undrawn 
gut,  round  gut,  thick  gut,  and  so  on,  are,  under  certain 
conditions,  the  better  and  more  desirable;  and  aa  the  supply 
of  such  is  limited,  competition  arises,  and  hence  big  prices 
confront  us,  and  in  some  cases  quite  overwhelm  us.  But,  so 
far,  we  know  what  we  are  asked  to  pay  the  big  price  for,  and 
if  there  were  no  wiseacres  and  pedants  like  that  friend  of 
mine  on  whose  best  corn  I  dropped  that  stone  weight,  I  do 
not  think  the  crucial  question  at  issue  would  ever  have 
arisen.  But  he^nd  others  like  him  maintain  that  over 
and  above  all  this  there  is  a  certain  special  excellence  in 
the  body  of  the  gut  fabric  itself  which  helps  to  swell  the 
price  of  salmon  casts,  just  as  one  brand  of  champagne 
differs  in  body  from  another,  or  the  luscious  garden  plum 
from  the  wild  sloe,  and  I  find  this  conviction 
is  rather  widely  entertained  among  anglers.  There 
seems,  in  fact,  to  be  an  impression  that  certain 
silkworms  are  specially  bred  and  reared  to  produce 
this  magnum  opus  of  the  trade.  They  are  not  only 
pedigiee  worms  to  begin  with,  but  are  fed  vrith  nectar  and 
myrbolams  like  Dingdong's  sheep  during  infancy;  are 
lulled  into  final  unconsciousness  on  golden  couches  with 
soft  music  and  lullabies;  and  are  finally  "  gutted  "  by 
highly-paid  experts,  lest  any  of  the  precious  cell  matter 
should  be  lost  or  improperly  handled.  Of  course  if  this 
were  so,  no  one  would  feel  the  slightest  wonder  at  the 
high  price  of  this  specially-bred  gut ;  but  the  truth  is  all  gut 
is  the  same  to  begin  with,  just  as  all  oxygen  is,  and,  except 
where  disintegration  has  set  in,  the  difference  between 
any  two  strands  of  gut  is  simply  and  solely  mechanical, 
and  nothing  else  under  any  circumstances  whatsoever ; 
and  sweeping  generalisation  like  this  is,  I  know,  always 
dangerous,  so  I  shall  qualify  it  as  far  as  I  ?an,  though  the 
utmost  qualificition  amounts  to  very  little  I  fancy.  In 
the  very  best  gut  making  a  few  worms  will  prove  over- 
ripe, and  a  few  under-ripe,  but  this  is  a  mere  trifle.  "The 
great  body  of  the  gut  is  sound,  and  though  in  the  form  of 
countless  strands  or  fibres,  which  vary  in  length,  stoutness, 
and  even  strict  outline,  is  really,  if  we  care  so  to  describe 
it,  one  homogeneous  mass  of  substance  just  as  a  school- 
boy's armful  of  snowballs  is.  Strictly  speaking,  there- 
fore, the  honest  way  to  sell  gut  is  by  the  pound,  like 
butter  ;  and  were  it  not  that  a  certain  number,  and  a 
considerable  number  too,  of  salmon  anglers  will  have 
the  very  longest  and  strongest  going,  it  would  be  so  sold  ; 
but,  as  it  is,  so  many  men  want  salmon  casts  that  can  haul 
out  a  sunken  gunboat,  and  have  but  few  knots  on  it  into 
the  bargain,  that  competition  has  driven  the  very  limited 
supply  of  this  sort  of  article  up  to  half  a  sovereign  or  so 
each.  I  do  not  say  this  is  too  dear.  Nothing  which  men 
desire,  perhaps,  is  too  dear  if  they  only  pay  the  lowest 
price  at  which  it  can  be  procured,  aid  I  have  not  the 
slightest  quarrel  with  those  firms  which  can  only  give  me 
their  strongest  cast  at  a  figure  which  I  certainly  consider 
enormous  and  prohibitive.  What  I  do  demur  to  is  the 
contention  sometimes  made  that  expensive  gut,  such  as 
this,  has  any  other  merit  or  excellence  whatever,  except 
that  which  is  purely  mechanical,  over  that  which  I  buy  at 
Cs.  the  dozen;  and  such,  sir,  is  my  conviction  at  present 
on  this  point  of  excellence  in  gut,  and  if  it  is  erroneous 
I  shall  be  very  grateful  to  anyone  who  will  set  me  right. 
If,  however,  I  am  right,  one  small  question,  and  perhaps 
one  only,  remains  to  be  asked  :  How  is  it  men  to  whom 
money  is  at  all  a  consideration  give  7s.  or  8s.,  or  even 
more,  for  a  casting  line  ?  You  may  say  if  they  want  it 
they  can't  get  it  cheaper,  but  what  I  want  to  get  at  is  why 
do  they  want  it  ?  Some  fifteen  years  ago  I  returned 
from  India  after  a  sojourn  there  of  several  years, 
and  the  moment  my  first  annual  holidays  came  around 
I  started  to  do  a  little  salmon  fishing.  It  was 
my  first  experience  of  the  like,  and,  let  me  also  say,  it  was 
glorious.  "It  was  in  the  lovely  Erne,  near  Belleek,  but  I 
only  had  a  fortnight  of  it,  nor,  indeed,  have  I  been  able 
to  manage  more  than  that  length  at  it  each  year  since. 
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But  the  first  morning  I  killed  four  nice  grilse  inside  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  and  before  my  holidays  were  over  had 
about  eighteen  fish,  and  so  went  back  to  work  in  a  whirl 
of  delight.  But,  also,  I  have  never  worked  since,  nor 
could.  Life  for  me  theuceforth  meant  killing  salmon  or 
thinking  about  killing  them.  Next  year  I  went  again,  but 
only  got  one  19-pounder,  my  best  fish  on  the  Erne.  But 
I  pushed  into  the  Donegal  wilds,  and  had  a  few  nice  little  fish 
before  I  left.  Next  followed  a  few  nics  Shannon  fish,  but 
I  never  succeeded  in  turning  the  corner  of  201b.  And  so  year 
by  year  I  have  done  a  little,  only  a  very  little  I  admit,  as 
becomes  a  poor  man,  and  even  this  last  year  I  managed  to 
bank  three  small  fish,  and  now  the  reader  will  probably 
ask,  what  does  all  this  lead  to?  Well,  simply  this.  I 
never  gave  more  than  Is.  for  a  salmon  cast  in  my  life,  and 
have  never  been  broken  onoe.  Of  course  no  salmon  cast 
is  sold  for  is.,  but  you  must  take  the  thing  just  as  I  put 
it.  Call  it  what  you  like,  but  that  was  the  price  of  it. 
My  191b.  fish  I  killed  at  Roscar.  He  was  a  savage  brate, 
yet  sulky  on  occasion,  and  it  took  me  over  half  an  hour  to 
gaff  him.  I  got  him  on  a  shrimp  (I  love  to  tell  the 
trnth).  The  9ft.  casting  line  I  got  him  on  cost  me  exactly 
6d.  at  the  stores,  and  I  fished  it  the  following  season,  too. 
But,  perhaps,  no  man  to  whom  money  is  an  object  ever 
bought  a  "  fancy  "  casting  line. 

I  must  apologise  for  the  dreadful  length  of  this  letter, 
and  shall  try  to  amend  in  future.  I  wanted,  too,  to  say 
something  about  caddis,  but  it  must  wait. — Yours,  &c., 

MONA. 

[It  is  necessary  to  be  clear  what  fly  is  meant  by  "  May 
Fly,"_  as  the  Stone  Fly  is  at  times  so  called.  Its  larva 
lives  in  a  case  or  caddis.  But  the  fly  generally  under- 
stood when  "  May  Ply "  is  mentioned,  one  of  the 
Bphemeridif,  has  no  covering  of  the  kind  in  its  larval 
state. — Ed. J 


BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 
Sir, — I  see  by  Mr.  Hussey's  letter  that  even  the  intro- 
duction of  formalin  has  not  quite  settled  the  preserved 
bait  question.  Long  ago  there  were  many  suggestions 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  none  seemed  to  answer 
thoroughly. 

Amongst  them  was  that  of  glycerine,  which,  as  I 
remember,  was  said  to  be  excellent  as  regards  the  bright- 
ness of  the  preserved  bait,  but  to  render  them  soft  and 
pulpy. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  this  could  be  got  over  by  the  addition 
of  a  small  quantity  of  tannin  (tannic  acid).  Of  course, 
this  would  literally  tan  the  gelatine  in  the  skin,  and  the 
firmcess  could  be  regulated  by  the  quantity  used. 

I  would  make  the  experiment  myself,  and  then  write  to 
you,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  my  fishing  days  are  over, 
through  old  age  and  bronchitis. 

Perhaps  five  grains  to  the  ounce  would  do  to  begin  with, 
which  could  be  increased  if  not  sufficient.    If  any  reader 
should  try,  and  succeed,  I  daresay  he  would  write  you 
telling  the  quantity  which  answers  best. — Yours  truly, 
  W.  P.  H. 


MATERIAL  FOR  FLY  WINGS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  would  like  your  opinion  on  the  inclosed 
sample  of  material  which  I  am  using  for  vsrings  of  trout 
flies.  They  have  been  tried  by  several  influential  fisher- 
men in  the  Lake  District,  who  speak  very  highly  of  them. 
I  am  having  some  prepared  by  Messrs.  Allcock  for  the 
coming  season,  and  will  send  you  some  to  try. — I  remain, 
yours  truly,  Transparent. 

Barrow-in-Furness. 

[Probably  our  correspondent  is  not  aware  that  artificial 
flies  have  often  been  made  with  wings  of  transparent,  thin, 
tough  material  like  that  he  sends,  but  that  they  do  not 
seem  to  take  with  anglers  or  with  fish  so  well  as  natural 
feather  wings.  Still,  the  material  he  sends  is  more  likely 
to  succeed  than  some  of  the  materials  that  have  been  tried. 
It  is  soft,  pliable,  and  tough,  and  of  the  "  blae  "  {i.e., 
blue-black)  tint  common  in  so  many  water  and  land  flies. — 
Ed.]   


REGULATION  OF  FRESH-WATER  FISHERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  "  Lex  "  will  turn  to 
the  Pishing  Gazette  for  Dec.  3,  he  will  find  there  an 
extract  of  the  Act  of  Edward  I.,  to  which  he  refers. 

The  Act  of  Elizabeth  was  more  general  in  its  scope,  and 
referred  to  other  fish  as  well  as  salmon,  while  the  earlier 
Acts  seem  to  have  been  for  salmon  only. — Yours  truly, 
  Henry  Tislev. 


BAIT  FOR  AMERICAN  WHITBPISH. 

Dear  Sir, — On  several  occasions  through  the  columns 
of  the  _  Fishing  _  Gazette  I  have  received  valuable 
information  for  which  I  am  grateful.  I  would,  with  your 
Ifave,  ask  any  of  your  readers  who  may  understand  the 
Canadian  North- West  Prairie  waters  if  they  know  of  any 
bait  to  ca*ch  the  whitefish,  as  it  is  called  there.  It  has  a 
soft  m'luth,  and  something  like  a  rudd  in  appnarance, 
but  with  white  fins.  No  earthworms  are  to  be  found  in 
the  locality  in  the  summer  months.  One  can  see  them 
rising  to  the  flies  in  the  evening. 

Also,  do  any  of  your  readers  know  of  a  good  plan  to 
cure  pike-baHs,  and  pickerel  for  winter  use,  caught  about 
August  or  September,  these  fish  being  abundant  in  the 
(,>'Appelle  Valley  lakes  ? 

I  shall  be  very  pleased  if  you  can  find  space  for  the 
above  in  one  of  your  future  issues,  and  oblige — Yours 
truly,  Emigrant. 

[We  understand  that  the  whitefish  of  the  American 
lakes  are  very  rarely  takofi  with  bait  of  any  kind.  We 
doubt  if  "  Emigrant  "  will  do  much  good,  but  if  they  take 
flies  why  not  try  flies  ?  In  Goode's  "  American  Fishes  " 
it  is  said  that  the  whitefish  (Coregoni)  are  "  none  of  them 
of  special  interest  to  the  angler." — Ed.] 


INFORMATION  ABOUT  RAINBOW  TROUT 
WANTED. 

My  Dear  Marston, — I  have  not  had  time  to  read  all 
the  recent  correspondence  in  the  papers  about  rainbiw 
trout,  and  would  be  grateful  if  you  could  tell  me  the 
names  of  any  unfenced  English  waters  where  the  rainbow 
has  made  a  home. 

I  have  a  large  number  of  rainbows  in  stock,  and  if  I 
could  fairly  recommeod  them  for  stocking  any  waters  but 
ponds,  lakes,  and  reservoirs  (and  these  securely  fenced  at 
outlets)  I  would  be  delighted. 

I  am  encouraged  to  suppose  that  somewhere  in  this 
country  rainbows  have  proved  suitable  to  our  rivers, 
because  I  learn  that  there  is  a  scheme  on  foot  to  stock  the 
Thames  with  rainbows. 

Twelve  months  ago  several  thousand  rainbows — 6in.  fish 
— were  permitted  to  escape  from  one  of  my  ponds  into  the 
adjoining  river,  and  since  then  not  a  single  rainbow  trout 
has  been  seen  between  here  and  Southampton. 

These  fish  were  allowed  to  find  their  own  way  out  of  the 
pond  into  the  river  (the  Itchen),  and  for  a  few  days  some 
would  return  (by  same  way  as  they  had  escaped)  at  feeding 
time,  but  very  soon  all  disappeared.  Thus  you  will  under- 
stand the  rainbows  escaped  into  the  river  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances.  They  were  not  carted  about  by 
rail  and  road,  neither  did  they  experience  a  change  of 
water.  Yet,  where  are  they  now  ?  Somewhere  off  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  I  expect. 

Inside  feccps  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  rainbows 
as  the  best  breed  of  trout  to  stock  with,  and  will  be  very 
glad  if  you  can  encourage  me  to  believe  that  they  are 
suitable  to  English  rivers. — Yours  very  sincerely, 

G.  Valentine  Corrie, 

I  We  have  no  satisfactory  evidence  of  rainbow  trout 
having  become  established  in  any  rivers  into  which  they 
have  been  introduced  in  the  United  Kingdom.  We  should 
be  glad  to  have  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  success  in 
such  streams. — Ed.]   

A  FRENCH  SEA  FISHING  BOOM. 
Dear  Marston, — I  send  you  herewith  samples  of 
French  white  wire  booms  for  sea  fishing,  which  I  think 
simpler  and  more  effective  than  the  combinations  of  brass 
swivels  and  a — generally  pendent — brass  boom,  which  I 
saw  at  Deal  lately,  where  I  used  these,  and  they  were 
admired  by  some  of  the  pier  fishermen,  standing  out  so 
very  straight  from  the  line  or  trace,  to  which  they  are 
easily  affixed.  They  cm  be  quickly  and  cheaply  made  by 
any  worker  in  wire.  The  small  light  ones  anssver  admir- 
ably for  whiting  and  pouting  fishing  in  clear  water  ;  the 
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larger  and  stouter  for  thick  water  and  for  boat  fishing.  I 
do  not  see  that  either  swivels,  or  revolving  booms,  are  at 
all  necessary  for  sea  paternosters,  and  can  vouch  for  it 
that  the  slightest  bite  is  felt  when  using  these  booms 
(clipnts  is  the  French  name)  properly. 

Wishing  you  and  all  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
plenty  of  "  tight  lines  "  through  1899 — Yours  very  faith- 
fully, Chas.  a.  Payton. 

Calais,  Jan.  4,  1899. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Payton,  and  give  an 
illustration  of  the  capital  French  boom  which  he  kindly 
sends. — Ed.]  _____ 

EDMUND  TAYLOR,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER, 
OF  LANCASTER. 
Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  Lancaster  Guardian,  to 
whom  I  sent  a  cutting  from  F.  G.  of  Dec.  31,  has  reprinted 
Betty  Howell's  rhymed  fishing  tackle  advertisement,  and 
adds  :  "  Very  little  is  known  of  Edmund  Taylor.  He  was 
living  in  Lancaster  in  1789,  when  he  had  the  freedom  of 
the  borough  presented  to  him.  Nothing  more  is  known  of 
him  till  his  death,  which  took  place  on  Jan.  18,  1816,  aged 
seventy-two  years.  His  daughter,  within  a  month  of  his 
death,  issued  the  poetical  advertisement  given  above.  She 
married  on  Sept.  2,  1816,  for  her  second  husband,  John 
Wilkinson,  warehouseman,  who  also  lent  out  burial  palls. 
In  the  advertisement  the  '  warehouse  '  is  described  as 
'  behind  St.  Ann's.'  The  shop  was  in  the  first  two 
houses  on  the  east  side  of  St.  Ann's  Place."  "  St.  Ann's  " 
is  a  Church. — Yours  faithfully,         Thos.  Harrison. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  TROUT  AT  HIGH  WYCOMBE. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Thnrlow's  letter  recalls  to  my  mind 
the  pleasure  I  had  in  making  his  acquaintance  som^  twenty 
years  ago,  when  I  visited  High  Wycombe  in  quest  of  trout 
fishing  Perhaps  Mr.  Thnrlow  (who  was  then  secretary 
to  the  H.W.  Angling  Atsociation)  may  recollect  taking 
me  on  to  a  mill  stream,  which  was  a  nursery  for  the  fish, 
and,  asking  me  for  my  rod  (to  show  me  what  the  trout 
were  like),  fishing  deftly  with  the  fly  under  some  trees, 
landed  in  a  few  minutes  a  splendid  41b.  fish,  which  he  also 
allowed  me  to  take  home  with  me.  Later  on,  in  the 
year  1881,  there  was  a  large  quantity  of  these  beautiful 
Wycombe  trout  killed  by  bleach,  through  the  bursting  of 
a  dam,  and  Mr.  Thurlow  sent  me  a  photograph  of  them, 
which  I  had  framed,  and  which  has  ever  since  decorated 


njy  home,  forming  a  noble  picture,  but  a  sad  record  of 
destruction. 

I  eee  by  Mr.  Thurlow's  letter  that  a  misfortune  similar 
to  that  of  1881  has  again  befallen  the  association  water, 
and  that  a  large  number  of  fine  trout  are  again  sacrificed^ 
but  it  is  consoling  to  learn  that  these  magnificent  Wycom^ 
trout  are  not  all  destroyed.  Assuring  him  of  my  sympathy, 
and  hoping  to  meet  him  again  on  the  shining  river.— 
Yours  faithfully,    James  Cali^agiian. 

WIRE  FISHING  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  your  remarks  respecting 
wire  lines  in  last  week's  Fishing;  Gazette,  permit  me  to 
observe  that  wire  traces  were  introduced  about  fourteen 
years  ago,  and  were  found  to  be  too  stiff 

No  one  appears  to  have  tried  the  wire  of  which  they 
were  made  as  a  substitute  for  hemp  or  silk  running  lines 
until  about  two  and  a  half  years  ago,  when  I  showed  them 
first  to  Mr.  Handley  and  then  to  Dr.  Pattsrson. 

I  first  tried  fine  ginger  beer  wire  (iron  wire  tinned), 
then  phosphor  bronze,  single  and  plaited.  Phosphor 
bronze  is  scarcely  acted  on  by  sea  water,  and  is  less  liable 
to  kink  than  the  tinned  iron. 

Single  wires  require  some  amount  of  practice  to  keep 
them  from  kinking,  plaited  wire  lines  completely  get  over 
this  difficulty. 

Flax  and  silk  lines  are  not  much  heavier  than  sea  water, 
while  phosphor  bronze  is  about  eight  and  a  half  times  as 
heavy.  No  wonder  they  sink  so  readily.  The  smooth 
surface  of  the  wire  offers  very  little  friction  to  the  tide, 
consequently  by  using  wire  running  lines  it  is  now  possible 
to  fish  as  comfortably  in  the  sea  as  to  paternoster  for  jack- 
in  the  Thames.  But  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  tin 
full  advantage  of  wire  lines,  to  have  sheaves  to  guide  tin 
line  from  the  winch,  and  at  the  top  of  the  rod  of  at  least 
the  size  of  a  sixpence — a  shilling  is  rather  better. — Yours 
truly,  A.  W.  Parker. 

^  We  do  not  know  that  they  were  used  as  reel  lines  before 
Mr.  Parker  so  used  them,  but  we  do  know  that  the  so- 
called  rust-proof  wire,  in  8  and  16-plait,  was  made 
by  a  London  house  at  our  suggestion  many  years  ago,  and 
noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  the  time,  and  we  have 
often  used  them  since  in  place  of  gimp. — Ed.] 


WIRE  SEA  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — There  is,  as  you  say,  nothing  at  all  new  in 
wire  sea  lines.  They  have  been  tried  over  and  over  again, 
and  if  you  refer  to  some  of  your  earliest  numbers  of  the 
Fisliing  Gazette,  you  will  find  several  letters  and  articlee. 
on  their  use. 

You  generally  find,  about  every  ten  or  fifteen  years,  some 
old  invention  that  has  been  tried  and  discarded  is  re- 
discovered. If  there  had  been  at  all  any  virtue  or  benefit' 
in  using  plaited,  twisted,  or  even  single  wire  for  sea  lines,- 
we  should  have  adopted  it  years  ago,  when  we  thoroughly 
tested  it.  A  superfine  flax  line  is  strong  enough  and  fine 
enough  for  anything. 

I  enclose  you  a  sample  of  our  No.  25,  and  I  should  like 
you  to  try  the  strength  of  it  with  your  hands ;  it  will  bear, 
a  steady  pull  of  nearly  501b.,  and  is  very  nearly  as  fine  as  a, 
wire  line. 

One  of  your  correspondents  was  bold  enough  to  say  that 
he  beli-fved  that  before  long  all  sea  lines  would  be  made  of, 
wire,  because  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that  they  we^e; 
using  all  wire  rigging  for  vessels  instead  of  hemp.  This  is 
amusing,  and  may  suit  the  ears  of  landsmen.  It  is  the 
shrinkage  in  wet  and  the  stretching  in  dry  weather  that 
makps  the  use  of  wire  preferable  for  ship's  rigging. 

A  flax  line  properly  made  is  undoubtedly  the  best  for  sea 
fijhiug.  but  there  are  a  common  lot  in  the  market  which 
are  made  of  inferior  stuff  that  are  coarse  and  stout.  There- 
fore I  do  not  wonder  at  fishermen  trying  to  get  something 
fine,  as  it  makes  such  a  difference  when  fishing  in  a 
tideway.  Hearder  and  Son. 

Plymouth. 

[The  line  Mr.  Hearder  sends  is  of  the  same  make  a-^ 
those  used  by  American  anglers  for  tarpon,  tuna,  blue-fisli 
and  other  powerful  and  large  eea  fish,  and  certainly 
should  prefer  it  to  any  wire  reel  line.  It  makes  a  splendiii 
back  line  for  salmon  fishing,  and  costs  less  than  a 
halfpenny  a  yard. — Ed.] 

VASELINE  AND  KIDNEY  FAT  AS  DRESSING 
FOR  LINES. 
Sir,— In  your  issue  of  the  31st  ultimo,  Mr.  Amphlett 
gives  directions  for  dressing  a  line  with  a  mixture  ot 
vaseline  and  kidney  fat,  quoting  from  the  late  J.  I' 
Wheeldon. 

Would  Mr.  Amphlett  kindly  say,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
brother  anglers,  whether  he  has  tried  the  dressing  him- 
self;  and,  if  so,  give  the  relative  proportions  of  vaselin" 
and  fat,  which  appear  to  have  been  left  out  in  the  article 
—Yours  truly,  Jcseph  Haines. 


The  seventh  annual  yachting  exhibition,  which  will  be 
held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  from  Feb.  1  to  March  2, 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  series. 
Intending  exhibitors  should  make  early  application  for 
space,  MB  allotments  are  proceeding  quickly.  The  con. 
tinuarion  of  the  holiday  programme— brimful  of  sensation.-i 
and  with  mirth  provoking  "  turns" — is  announced  to  take 
place  daily  and  all  next  week. 


;A  Hoii.sk  Boilt  upon  the  Sand  cannot  have  a  pm 
foundation;  and  the  sanio  maybe  said  of  every  undcrti 
Ijfo.    Success,  to  have  a  permanent  effect,  must  be  biiin  ni- 
FbmpthinK  solid,  or  Ir  will  crumble  Into  ashes  when  Beimint;! 
v'ithin  our  grasp.    The  foundati'jn  of  anything  <  f  value  must  ! 
ckrefuUy  laid,  or  it  will  soon  become  useless.    This  remark  i 
piirticuliirly  applicable  in  reference  to  our  health,  for  it  it  is  no' 
Brnily  established  through  the  blood  being  pure  ami  the  sloinach 
iii  regular  order,  we  are  liable  at  any  time  to  be  fatiiUy  atlackei' 
ijy  disease.    Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment  lay  a  foundaiion 
^ood  health  which  will  be  permanent  and  strong  as  a  rock 
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DR.  JOHNSON  AND  ANGLING, 
AND  vvr ALTON. 


When  people  who  are  not  anglers  wish  to  be 
facetious  about  angling,  they  are  pretty  certain  to 
quote  Dr.  Johnson  as  the  author  of  the  definition 
of  angling  as  "  a  worm  at  one  end  of  a  line  and  a 
fool  at  the  other." 

As  I  have  often  pointed  out  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  elsewhere,  Doctor  .Johnson  never  said 
anything  of  the  kind ;  he  was  a  great  admirer  of 
Izaak  Walton.  In  my  little  book,  "  Walton  and 
Bonie  Earlier  Writers  on  Angling,"  I  say  : 

"  ^t  is  interesting  and  significant  of  Walton's 
worth  as  a  writer  that  the  literary  giant  of  the 
next  century,  .Johnson,  should  have  advised  the 
publication  of  a  new  edition  of  '  The  Compleat 
Angler,'  when  that  work  had  been  out  of  print 
for  nearly  a  century,  and  also  that  he  should 
have  contemplated  writing  a  Life  of  Walton." 

Moses  Browne,  in  the  Preface  to  his  edition  of 
Wa]t<->n's  "  Angler,"  says  he  undertook  it  "  at  the 
invitation  of  a  very  ingenious  and  learned  friend 
(Mr.  Samuel  .Johnson),  who  mentioned  to  me,  I 
remember,  in  that  conversation  his  design  to 
write  the  Jjifft  of  Walton.  I  wish  he  had 
performed  it."   So  do  we  all.   Boswell  tells  us 


that  Johnson  "  talked  of  '  Isaac  Walton's  Lives,' 
which  was  one  of  his  most  favourite  books.  '  Dr. 
Donne's  Life,'  he  said,  was  the  most  perfect  of 
them." 

Since  writing  thus  in  1894  I  have  seen  a  pre- 
sentation copy  of  Walton's  "Angler"  from  Dr. 
Johnson  to  a  Col.  Astle,  in  which  the  doctor  had 
written  the  words:  "A  mighty  pretty  book,  a 
mighty  pretty  book." 

A  good  many  years  ago  I  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  the  name  of  the  French  author 
of  the  definition  of  angling,  and  to  finally  settle 
the  question  as  regards  Dr.  Johnson,  I  asked  Dr. 
G.  Birkbeck  Hill,  the  greatest  living  authority  on 
Johnson's  writings,  if  he  had  ever  come  across 
the  definition  in  them,  and  he  kindly  replied  as 
follows : 

"  Dear  Sir, — There  is  no  evidence,  I  feel  sure,  for  the 
attribution  to  Johnson  of  the  definition  of  '  that  which 
has  a,flxj  a,i  one  end  of  a  line  and  a  fool  at  the  other.'  It 
is  mere  chance  to  whom  a  witticism  gets  assigned.  On 
Spurgeon,  Sydney  Smith,  Johnson,  or  Swift  good  sayings 
are  fathered  at  random — many  sayings  that  can  be  traced 
back  to  the  Romans  or  Greeks. 

"  Walton's '  Complete  Angler '  is  found  in  a  list  of  books 
recommended  by  Johnson  to  be  studied  by  a  young  man, 
Rev.  W.  Astle  ;  see  my  Boswell,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  311,  or  any 
edition  of  Boswell  under  date  of  June  19,  1784.  lam  much 
interested  by  the  inscription  in  his  handwriting  in  the 
copy  of  '  The  Angler '  presented  to  Col.  Astle. 

"  Does  Moses  Browne,  in  his  edition  of  '  The  Angler,' 
say  that  Johnson  advised  him  to  undertake  the  editing  ? 
This  is  a  new  fact  to  me,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
authority. 

"  You  will  find  that  Johnson,  in  his  dictionary,  often 
quotes  Walton's  'Angler,'  see  under  Brandling,  Bream, 
Chub,  Dew-worm,  Gentle,  Grayling,  Minnow,  Perch,  &c. 
—I  am,  yours  very  truly,  "  G.  Birkbeck  Hill." 

It  was  certainly  interesting  to  find  that  in 
asking  Dr.  Birkbeck  Hill  a  question  I  should 
have  been  able  to  give  him  a  new  fact  about  Dr. 
.Johnson.  R.  B.  Marston. 


Charles  Lamb  and  the  "  Complete  Angler." 

From  another  batch  of  the  hitherto  unpublished 
letters  of  Charles  Lamb  we  make  the  following 
extract,  which  shows  what  an  admirer  of  old 
Izaak's  immortal  book  the  gentle  Elia  was  : 

"  The  '  Complete  Angler  '  is  the  only  treatise  written  in 
dialogues  that  is  worth  a  halfpenny.  Many  elegant 
dialogues  have  been  written  (such  as  Bishop  Berkeley's 
'  Minute  Philosopher '),  but  in  all  of  them  the  inter- 
locutors are  merely  abstract  arguments  personify'd  ;  not 
living  dramatic  characters,  as  in  Walton,  where  every 
t/iinj  is  alive,  and  the  fishes  are  absolutely  charactered, 
and  birds  and  animals  are  as  interesting  as  men  and 


FLIGHT^S  FANCY  AND  THE  OLIVE 
DUN. 


I  HAVE  looked  at  one  or  two  books  in  connec- 
tion with  the  question  of  the  origin  of  the 
dressing  of  the  fly  known  as  Flight's  Fancy,  and 
I  venture  to  submit  that  the  following  evidence 
explodes  once  and  for  all  the  claim  of  Messrs. 
Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  that  their  father,  the  late 
David  Foster,  was  the  original  patentee. 

Now,  what  is  Flight's  Fancy  ?  It  is  a  dressing 
of  the  Pale  Yellow  Dun,  which  often  does  so 
much  execution  when  the  Green  Drake  is  on,  and 
it  is  described  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  and  Mr. 
H.  S.  Hall  thus  : 

Wings. — Palest  starling. 

Body. — Very  pale  yellow  floss  silk  ribbed  with 
fine  flat  gold. 

Hackle  and  Whisk. — Pale  buff  Cochin  cock 
hackle,  or  pale  honey  dun  for  a  variety. 

Hook,  0,  00,  or  000. 

The  special  features  of  this  fly  are  three,  and 
occur  in  the  body,  namely  : 

(1)  Colour. — Yery  pale  yellow. 

(2)  Material. — Floss  silk. 
(.3)  Rib.— Fine  flat  gold. 

I  now  take  from  the  third  edition  of  the 
"  Scientific  Angler,"  by  the  late  David  Foster,  the 
description  of  the  Golden  Dun,  on  which  Messrs. 
Foster  base  their  father's  title  to  be  deemed  the 
original  sole  inventor.  It  occurs  among  the 
dressing  of  the  Olive  Duns,  and  is  worded  as 
follows : 

"In  June  shade  (Golden  Dun)  to  be  tied  or 
dressed  with  deep  yellow  silk,  neatly  ribbed  with 
fine  gold  wire;  wings  from  a  young  starling's 
longer  fiberia  quill ;  legs  a  palish  dun  hackle 
feckled  with  yellow." 


In  this  dressing  the  body  is  wholly  different 
from  Flight's  Fancy,  namely,  in 

(1)  Colour. — Deep  yellow  instead  of  very  pale 
yellow. 

(2)  Material. — Silk,  not  floss. 

(3)  Bib.— Wire,  not  flat  gold. 

It  may  Vje  asked  how  do  I  know  that  the  silk 
is  not  floss.  Well,  first  I  call  in  aid  Mr.  D. 
Foster  himself. 

The  description  of  the  Golden  Dun  goes  on 
thus  :  "  The  Common  Yellow  Dun  is  the  same 
dressing  minus  the  gold  tassel,  the  waxed  tying 
silk  being  used  for  the  formation  of  the  body." 
There  is  no  tassel  in  the  Golden  Dun — but  no 
matter.  So  it  comes  to  this,  that  Messrs.  Foster 
are  claiming  Flight's  Fancy  for  their  father 
because  he  added  a  gold  wire  rib  to  the  Common 
Yellow  Dun. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  said  that  Mr.  David 
Foster's  description  is  loosely  worded,  and  that  he 
meant  floss  silk  for  the  body.  Well,  he  didn't. 
Messrs.  Foster  tell  us  that  their  father  quairelled 
with  the  authors  of  "  Shipley  and  Fitzgibbon  on 
Fly  Fishing"  for  annexing  and  publishing  his 
patterns  of  the  Golden  Dun.  We  may,  therefore, 
assume  that  what  Shipley  and  Fitzgibbon  pub- 
lished was  his  dressing.    Let  us  see. 

This  is  their  description — p.  170  of  the  1838 
edition : 

Golden  Dun. — Body,  deep  straw-coloured  silk 
ribbed  with  gold  twist;  legs,  a  honey  dun 
hackle ;  wings,  the  palest  feather  of  a  young 
starling. 

Here,  again,  by  the  way,  we  have  the  deep 
colour  in  the  body,  and  the  rib  is  gold  twist,  round 
instead  of  flat.  But  how  do  we  know  that  the 
silk  is  net  floss?  Well,  the  authors  say  so — 
p.  148 :  "  The  silk  with  which  the  fly  is  dressed  is 
often  sufficient  to  form  the  body  of  a  slender  fly. 
We  shall  often,  therefore,  use  the  expression 
'  body  to  be  of  such  and  such  coloured  sUk,' 
which  means  nothing  more  than  that  the  fly  is  to 
be  dressed  with  silk  of  the  colour  indicated." 

Messrs.  Shipley  and  Fitzgibbon  wrote  for 
Derbyshire  waters. 

That  floss  silk  was  known  in  those  days  and  in 
that  country  for  fly  dressing  purposes  is  amply 
demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  the  first  edition  of 
"  Ronalds'  Fly  fishers'  Entomology,"  published  in 
1836,  contains  no  less  than  sixteen  patterns  out  of 
forty-seven  in  which  floss  silk  is  the  body  material. 
As  is  well  known,  Ronalds  fished  the  rivers  of  that 
part  of  the  country. 

Therefore  the  claim  that  Mr.  David  Foster  is 
the  originator  of  Flight's  Fancy  fails. — Q.E.D. 

The  late  Mr.  George  Currell,  of  Winchester, 
had  a  number  of  patterns  of  the  olives,  from  the 
darkest  to  the  palest,  the  note  of  them  being  that 
the  body  was  floss  and  that  the  hackle  had  a  red 
or  ginger  tone,  and  that  there  was  either  a  gold 
rib  or  a  gold  tag.  They  Were  not  modem 
patterns,  and  probably  coincided  in  date  with  the 
coming  into  use  of  floss  silk  for  dressing  bodies. 

Flight's  Fancy  was  in  this  series  ;  it  was  one  of 
the  light  ones ;  the  darkest  had  hen  black- 
bird wings,  deep  olive  green  floss  body,  and  deep 
red  hackle  stained  olive ;  the  lightest  running  to 
palest  starling,  cream  coloured  floss,  and  yellow 
dun  hackle. 

The  Olive  Dun  is  the  fly  of  the  Itchen ;  there  is 
scarcely  a  day  in  the  year  when  it  is  not  to  be  seen 
at  one  hour  or  another,  and  in  one  shade  or 
another  on  the  water.  It  is,  therefore,  only 
natural  that  when  floss  silk  came  into  use  it 
should  be  applied  to  the  dressing  of  Olive  Duns 
of  all  shades  in  the  headquai-ters  of  the  Olive 
Dun. 

The  name  of  Flight  has  been  honourably  known 
in  Winchester  for  generations,  and  as  I  under- 
stand the  present  representative  of  the  name 
does  not  claim  the  pattern,  it  is  to  some  preceding 
generation  that  we  must  look  for  origination  of 
the  title. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  Messrs.  Foster's  pro- 
test, besides  being  ill-founded,  is  very  much  belated, 
and  I  trust  that  they  will  see  fit  to  remove  from 
their  next  edition  their  not  too  tasteful  references 
to  the  individual  named  Flight. 

In  writing  at  this  length  on  such  a  subject,  I 
may  perhaps  be  said  to  be  "  breaking  a  fly  upon 
the  wheel."  Personally,  I  attach  little  value  to 
dressings  and  the  titles  to  the  invention  of  di-ess- 
ings.  They  have  their  uses  for  those  who  are  not 
fly  dressers,  and  to  a  certain  extent  for  those  who 
are.    The  latter,  however,  should  not  be  fettered 
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by  the  restrictions  of  stereotyped  pattern,  but 
should  have  such  a  knowledge  of  and  mastery 
over  their  material  as  to  be  able  to  imitate  the 
natural  insect  without  reference  to  books  or 
records  of  patterns.  I  have  written  rather  in  the 
interests  of  truth  and  good  manners,  which  are 
not  conspicuously  well  served  in  the  outburst 
which  was  the  occasion  of  the  editorial  note  which 
led  to  the  recent  correspondence  in  these  columns 
on  this  subject.  G.  E.  M.  Sktjes. 


BOXING  DAY  AMONG  THE  ROACH. 

If  the  roach  fisher  could  have  selected  his  own 
weather,  he  could  hardly  have  improved  on 
Dec.  26,  1898. 

A  soft,  calm  morning,  with  a  gentle  air  from 
south-west,  after  a  little  fine  rain.  What  could 
be  better?  Certainly  the  water  was  low  and 
clear,  but  with  fine  tackle  this  condition  is  not 
fatal  to  success.  A  punctual  train  (for  even  on 
the  southern  lines  and  on  Bank  holidays  such 
things  are  known)  brought  us  to  our  station  by 
about  10,  and  within  an  hour  our  porcupines  (I 
mean  the  floats,  not  the  animals)  were  sailing 
down  the  shallow  swim,  from  which  we  had  lately 
taken  many  a  dozen  lusty  roach. 

All  seemed  propitious,  for  the  morning  had 
cleared,  and  no  rain  at  present  threatened,  but 
not  a  touch  could  we  get  in  our  old  swim.  Shift- 
ing a  few  yards  off  I  found  a  shoal,  and  secured 
three  good  fish,  but  not  a  nibble  more.  My  com- 
panion, thinking,  with  justice,  that  the  touch  of 
frost  a  few  days  ago  might  have  sent  the  roach 
into  their  winter  quarters,  tried  a  deep  hole  by  a 
sluice,  and  here  he  at  once  got  some  good  fish — 
better  than  mine.  After  an  hour  or  two  and  some 
lunch  I  shifted  to  his  swim,  and  though  the  fish 
were  very  shy  we  made  up  a  fair  bag  of  a  dozen 
or  two,  nearly  all  good  fish.  My  best  were  taken 
with  cubes  cut  from  the  inside  crust  of  a  loaf,  but 
my  companion  had  nearly  the  same  number  using 
paste  alone. 

Our  attempts  at  the  pike  were  in  vain,  though 
this  section  of  the  Darenth  holds,  I  fear,  only  too 
many ;  and  some  of  them  had  showed  themselves 
unmistakably  on  previous  occasions,  when  we  had 
been  roaching  for  an  hour  at  a  time  with  great 
success,  counting  our  spoil  by  the  dozen,  some  of 
the  fish  running  lib.  or  more. 

I  fancy  our  sport  then  had  been  owing  partly 
to  the  rains,  for  the  water  was  a  little  discoloured 
in  most  cases ;  and  I  think  that  if  any  roacher 
can  spare  a  day  now  for  the  Darenth,  after  all 
this  wet,  he  may  do  well. 

Leave  must,  of  course,  be  obtained;  but  for 
roach  only  this  is  not  very  difficult.  I  am  speak- 
ing of  the  Lower  Darenth. 

On  the  trout  fisheries  higher  up  the  owners  are 
reluctant  to  grant  permits,  though  in  some  sec- 
tions roach  are  found  of  large  size. 

With  regard  to  tackle,  fine  gut  seemed  to  do 
quite  as  well  as  hair.  We  gave  a  fair  trial  to 
each ;  but  I  advise  each  angler  to  make  the  expe- 
riment for  himself.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the 
fish  do  not  always  feed  best  on  the  bottom.  In 
the  deep  holes  a  bait  swimming  a  foot  or  more 
short  is  often  taken  when  not  a  touch  can  be  had 
in  the  usual  way.  J.  Paul  Taylor. 


A  FISHING  TOUR  IN  SWEDEN. 
{Continued  from  page  17.) 

As  for  trolling  and  spinning  baits,  a  Devon 
minnow  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  inches,  with 
golden  belly  and  brown  back,  is  very  good.  But  as 
the  grayling  very  often  also  take  that  bait,  it  gives 
one  much  trouble,  and  somewhat  spoils  the  sport, 
taking  off  all  these  small  fish  when  prepared  for 
bigger  fish.  On  shallow  water  when  you  have  to 
put  out  a  long  line,  the  Devon  is  too  heavy  for 
trolling,  and  then  a  light  transparent  soleskin  bait 
with  patent  combination  swivel  on  the  ball 
bearing  principle  is  better  and  handier.  I  tried 
several  kinds  of  baits,  and  a  very  handy  killing 
bait  was  the  bleak  tail,  of  which  I  had  lots 
preserved  in  salt.  For  those  I  used  the  ordinary 
parr  tail  tackle  with  a  treble  at  the  end.  Trout 
and  grayling  were  mad  on  it.  I  also  had  a  bottle 
of  bleak  preserved  in  a  weak  solution  of  formalin. 
Of  the  formalin  that  you  buy  from  the  chemist, 
which  is  the  saturated  watery  solution  of  40  per 
cent,  formic  aldehyde,  you  take,  for  instance,  a 


small  wineglass  to  fifty  glasses  of  water  (same 
glass),  and  there  you  have  a  good  solution  for 
preserving  baits.  Formalin  seems  to  be  the  best 
known  preservative  for  baits.  It  keeps  the  fish  in 
natural  brilliancy,  but  makes  them  rather  stiff 
In  consequence  thereof,  you  have  to  put 
the  baits  first  into  a  flat-bottomed  square 
vessel  for  some  hours,  and  let  them 
remain  there  in  the  above  solution  until  growing 
sufficiently  stiff  when  straight.  Then  put  them 
head   down  in  a  bottle  with  same  solution. 


Bjorkholmen  also,  a  place  near  the  falls  next 
above  the  Parkijaur  Falls. 

Njavvi  is  comparatively  a  rather  comfortable 
little  place  for  some  days'  stay.  The  people  seem 
to  be  well-to-do  people,  and  can  offer  you  a  snug 
chamber  and  good  food.  The  first  afternoon 
here  I  gave  the  grayling  a  try  with  fly,  and  my 
little  Zulu  brought  to  my  basket  almost  151b.  of 
fish,  but  none  exceptionally  big.  Although  I  was 
told  it  was  useless  trying  for  big  trout  here, 
the  next  day  I  rigged  up   my  spinning  rod, 


QVICKJOCK. 


liOT.lTS. 


whereby  they  will  keep  their  straightness,  which 
is  much  desirable  when  using  them  on  the 
spinners. 

Well,  after  some  rather  successful  fishing  days 
at  Parkijaur,  we  continued  our  journey,  passing 
the  lakes  Parkijaure,  Skalka,  and  Tjom&tesjaure, 
and  arrived  at  Njavvi,  much  mentioned  for  its 
excellent  grayling  fishing.  If  you  have  plenty  of 
time   you  will    find    good    fishing  waters  at 


and  baited  with  bleak  tails,  to  see  whether  some 
old  cunning  trout  in  these  lonely  regions  could  be 
circumvented.  But  I  got,  however,  nothing  but 
grayling,  except  a  couple  of  U  lb.  trout.  During 
my  whole  fishing  career  I  never  saw  the  grayling 
taking  baits  so  eagerly  as  here.  Some  English 
author  on  grayling  fishing  says  the  grayling  very 
seldom  take  the  minnow,  and  that  is  also  my  ex- 
perience. But  the  Njavvi  Falls  and  streams  make 
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a  splendid  exception.  Here  the  grayling  took  not 
only  small  bleak  tails,  but  also  my  formalin 
bleak  on  an  ordinary  spinning  tackle.  And 
what  splendid  gi-ayling  they  were,  seldom  weigh- 
ing under  lib.,  but  many  21b.  and  2^1b.,  and  31b. 
to  3^ lb.  My  catch  to-day  weighed  3«lb.  Not  a 
bad  result  if  you  were  on  the  look  out  for  gray- 
ling with  fly  and  your  little  single-handed  rod. 
But  now  I  handled  a  weapon  able  to  kill  a  201b. 
salmon,  and  under  such  circumstances,  in  my 
opinion,  it  was  nothing  but  disappointment. 


a  flag  line  about  30yds.  long.  By  means  of  that 
screw  ring  and  the  line  I  anchored  myself  here 
and  there,  gradually  going  down  as  far  as  the  line 
would  allow  me.  By  that  way  you  are  able  to 
proceed  more  carefully,  and  not  depending  on 
an  awkward  and  careless  boatman. 

On  the  third  morning  we  left  Njavvi,  and 
set  out  on  the  Lake  Saggat,  at  the  other  end 
of  which  the  little  village  Qvickjock  is  situated. 
After  some  minutes'  rowing  on  Saggat,  a  most 
beautiful  view  over  the  snow  mountains  opens  to 


Thk  Hivee  Tarreiock  and  tiik  Lake  Takea. 


Am  a  rule  there  are  not  many  comfortable  or 
suitable  pla/^s  where  yon  can  wade  or  fish  from 
the  bank.  The  Vjest  way  is  to  get  a  boat  and  a 
good  boatman  to  take  you  down  the  streams, 
throwing  your  fly  to  the  right  and  left.  But  very 
often  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  an  intelligent 
and  careful  boatman.  In  such  cases  I  enjoyed 
much  better  going  alone  in  the  boat,  having  a 
a  screw  ring  fastened  to  the  stem  of  the  boat,  and 


E  Lake  Taeea. 


vour  eyes.  If  you  should  be  favoured  with  a 
bright  day,  and  never  been  up  in  the  highlands, 
the'  view  is  most  imposing.  I  never  enjoyed 
rowing  better.  The  sun  was  beaming,  and  we 
were  lying  comfortably  on  reindeer  hides  in  the 
bottom  of  our  boats,  smoking  our  pipes  and 
enjoying  the  fine  sights  aU  round  In  the 
evening  we  arrived  at  Qvickjock.  Qvickjock  has 
its  own  post-office,  and  the  post  is  running  twice 


a  week  in  the  summer.  Up  to  here  travelling  has 
been  comparatively  comfortable.  If  you  are 
going  further  up  along  the  rivers  that  flow  out  at 
Qvickjock  you  have  to  walk  and  put  the  luggage 
on  the  back  of  some  men.  At  Qvickjock  you  will 
always  find  one  or  another  willing  to  follow  you 
even  as  far  as  the  boundary,  if  you  should  l.>e 
prepared  to  go  home  over  Norway,  then  passing 
Sulitelma  for  Bodo,  and  therefrom  by  steamer  for 
Trondjem,  Christiania,  or  Bergen,  and  Hull. 
From  Qvickjock  you  can  make  fishing  excursions 
in  several  directions.  Two  rivers  fall  out  here 
into  the  Saggat,  viz.,  Kamajokk  and  Tarrejokk. 
The  first  seems  to  be  little  good  for  fishing,  the 
water  being  like  milk,  as  it  comes  from 
mountains  with  eternal  ice,  under  which  the 
ground  consists  of  apatit,  some  sort  of  clay  soil. 
As  a  rule,  the  rivers  from  such  mountains  get  a 
milky  appearance.  So  we  took  our  way  along 
the  other  river,  Tarrejokk,  with  its  bright, 
transparent  water. 

On  leaving  Qvickjock  we  had  two  Lapps  and 
two  other  men  to  carry  our  luggage.  After  about 
two  hours'  walk  we  came  to  a  nice  little  fall,  by 
nam«  Rotats.  The  banks  were  very  rocky,  and 
the  water,  in  some  places  very  deep,  of  a  peculiar 
blue  transparent  colour.  Some  of  the  rocks  were 
undercut  and  kettle-shaped.  Here  we  made  a 
halt  for  fishing.  At  the  firat  peep  over  the  rocks 
I  saw  a  couple  of  fine  trout  lying  near  the  bottom, 
probably  5  or  6-pounders  ;  but  as  soon  as 
they  get  sight  of  us  they  disappeared  among 
the  rocks.  A  little  farther  down  I  saw  another 
big  trout.  I  hid  myself  behind  a  rock,  and 
sent  over  him  an  Orange  and  Partridge ;  but 
when  my  fly  touched  the  water  he  looked 
disturbed,  and  moved  slowly  away.  No  doubt 
it  is  not  worth  while  trying  fishing  in  such  clear 
rivers  before  getting  dark.  Only  some  few  small, 
careless  trout  we  were  able  to  kill  at  our  halt  here. 
Now,  as  for  baits  in  rivers  like  this  one,  it  seems 
to  me  very  hard  to  properly  present  the  fly  or  the 
spinning  baits  to  the  fish.  The  water  is  deep  and 
boiling.  Here  give  me  a  worm,  and  I  am  sure  it 
will  prove  to  be  a  more  effective  bait ;  at  least, 
that  is  my  experience  as  it  concerns  our  southern 
rivers  of  same  features.  Many  a  trout  of  71b.  and 
81b.  I  have  killed  with  worm  when  other  baits 
have  been  useless. 

Well,  soon  we  were  on  the  move  again,  and 
arrived,  after  half  an  hour's  walk,  at  Njuonjes. 
Njuonjes  is  the  last  house  on  the  Swedish  side 
where  you  will  find  men  living.  Further  on,  as 
far  as  the  boundary,  is  nothing  but  wilderness, 
where  you  will  only  find  two  small  huts  that  the 
Swedish  Touring  Club  has  built,  so  that  you  are 
not  obliged  to  sleep  in  the  open  aii-  if  you  are 
going  over  to  Sulitelma.  It  takes  about  three 
days  to  Sulitelma  from  Njuonjes. 

Next  day  I  went  up  to  the  first  hut,  and  on  the 
two  following  photos  I  have  marked  where  the 
hut  is  situated.  It  lies  in  a  beautiful  little  place 
at  the  Lake  Tan-a.  In  the  Tarra  there  is  nothing 
but  char.  Grayling  and  trout  do  not  go  so  high 
up.  Lots  of  charr  you  can  catch  here  both  with 
fly  and  spinning  baits.  What  they  liked  best  was 
a  little  hog-backed  silver  spoon,  about  lAin  long. 
With  that  spoon  I  killed  a  great  many  3  and  4- 
pounders,  but  when  fly  fishing  I  only  got  small 
ones.  This  little  hut  is  an  excellent  spot  both  for 
a  fishing  and  shooting  stay,  as  there  ai'e  plenty  of 
"  ripor  " — a  sort  of  grouse — in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  the  fishing  and  shooting  is  free  to  anybody. 
Here  I  enjoyed  some  agreeable  sporting  days  in 
the  most  favourable  weather.  The  sun  was  rather 
hot  at  daytime,  but  as  soon  as  it  touched  the 
horizon  it  turned  cold  very  quickly,  and  the  night 
was  cold,  although  we  were  in  the  month  of  July. 

Some  other  year  I  hope  to  have  a  chance  of 
revisiting  those  beautiful  regions  that  ever  shall 
be  green  in  my  memory.  G.  HtD£N. 


THE  DISTILLERY  PROBLEM. 


The  pollution  of  our  salmon  rivers  by  distillery 
and  other  refuse  has  been  a  favourable  theme  of 
comment  ever  since  distilleries  began  to  multiply 
and  salmon  fishings  to  rise  in  demand.  But, 
although  the  evil  was  patent  to  all  immediately 
interested,  public  attention  was  not  so  emphati- 
cally directed  to  the  needs  of  the  grievance  as  it 
ought  to  have  been  till  the  famous  Spey  case 
brought  it  directly  under  the  notice  of  the  "  man 
in  the  street " ;  and  now  there  are  hopes  that 
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something  practical  and  to  the  point  will  be  done 
before  long  in  tackling  this  most  interesting 
though  difficult  problem. 

What  is  everybody's  business  is  nobody's 
business,  and  till  the  riparian  proprietors  on 
Speyside  saw  that  it  was  their  business  to  protect 
their  valuable  property  in  the  rapidly  diminishing 
numbers  of  salmon  ascending  their  famous 
stream,  and  took  drastic  steps  to  bring  home  to 
the  distillers  the  injury  their  industry  was  doing 
to  their  sport  and  profit  nothing  came  of  it. 
Remonstrances,  threats,  and  complaints  ad 
libitum  were  hurled  at  the  offending  parties,  yet 
all  to  no  pui-pose.  The  cry  of  the  "poor  old 
Spey"  went  up  from  the  throats  of  disappointed 
anglers,  and  re-echoed  throughout  the  land ;  yet 
nothing  effective  was  done,  and  very  little 
attempted  to  check  the  growing  evil.  Distillers 
pointed  out,  and  justly  enough,  that  they  alone 
were  not  to  blame.  There  were  the  thousand  and 
one  other  causes,  they  said,  which  were  killing  off 
the  salmon  and  trout  supply,  as  well  as  their 
"  bui'nt  ale,"  and  these  ought  to  be  dealt  with 
too.  But  two  blacks  never  make  a  white,  and  so 
the  Spey  pollution  case  came  into  court,  and  by 
the  narrowest  shave  went  nigh  against  the 
"  whisky  refuse,"  and  shook  to  the  very  founda- 
tions the  thin  platform  upon  which  the  distilleries 
stood  in  regard  to  pollution  from  all  such 
works. 

The  judge  wisely  decided  that  sufficient  time 
had  not  yet  elapsed  to  test  the  methods,  proved 
to  be  at  least  up  to  date,  if  not  the  best  that 
science  had  yet  devised,  and  so  the  case  thus 
stands.  It  was  neither  a  victory  nor  a  defeat  for 
the  one  side  or  the  other,  but  it  taught  the 
■'  trade  "  a  lesson.  The  problem  was  not  shelved. 
It  was,  as  it  were,  remitted  back  to  them  to  see 
whatj  more  could  be  accomplished  before  crippling 
or  shutting  down  altogether  a  valuable  and  highly 
remunerative  industry,  which  was  making  head- 
way by  leaps  and  bounds  for  the  commercial 
benefit  of  the  country  in  general  and  the  other- 
wise needy  north  of  Scotland  in  particular.  Since 
then  the  distillers  have  not  allowed  the  grass  to 
grow  beneath  their  feet.  They  know  their 
business  too  well,  and,  like  business  men  with  a 
considerable  stake  at  issue,  they  have  done  the 
best  and  most  sensible  thing  they  could  do  under 
the  circumstances. 

Knowing  that  their  only  chance  of  dealing  with 
the  difficult  and  technical  problem  of  the  innocuous 
disposal  of  their  distilleries'  effluent  thus  forced 
upon  their  attention  in  a  practical  and  effective 
manner,  was  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  scientific 
world,  they,  or  a  combination  of  them,  in  Sep- 
tember last  offered  the  handsome  premium  of 
£2000  to  the  person  who  will  devise  and  hand  over 
to  them  such  a  scheme  for  treating  the  bye- 
products  of  distilleries  as  will  effectually  purify 
them.  Certain  conditions  are  attached  to  the 
awarding  of  the  premium,  which,  of  course,  are 
necessary  to  ensure  the  end  in  view  being  properly 
fulfilled,  and  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the 
combination  in  return  for  their  money. 

But  although  this  is  proof  of  the  distiller's  anxiety 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case  as  now  presented 
to  him,  he  has  not  been  indifferent  in  the  past, 
and  probably  thousands  of  pounds  have  been  spent 
during  the  past  dozen  years  or  so  by  private  firms 
and  others  in  experimenting  on  their  own  account, 
in  the  hope  of  solving  the  problem.  And  not  a 
few  are  still  working  away  at  it  under  able  and 
skilled  advice,  in  the  hope  of  perfecting  schemes 
in  which  they  have  unbounded  faith  and  great 
hopes  for  the  future.  May  they  continue  them, 
for  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  wisdom, 
and  a  solution,  come  when  it  may,  or  how  it  may, 
cannot  come  a  day  too  soon. 

The  premium  of  t;2000  offered  by  the  Elgin 
combination  was  not  long  out  before  it  began  to 
bear  fruit.  The  ink  was  hardly  dry  on  the  pro- 
spectus before  busy  brains  were  at  work,  and 
schemes  were  either  in  the  air,  or  being  formulated, 
and  even  rapidly  submitted  to  the  combination 
"  respectfully  commanding  their  attention." 
Brother  Jonathan  was  early  in  the  swim  from 
across  the  Atlantic,  and  for  all  we  know  he  may 
yet  be  an  easy  first.  However,  the  time  of  lodging 
proposals  does  not  expire  till  April,  and,  although 
some  authoritative  and  well-known  men  have 
taken  up  the  subject,  and  are  now  working 
away  at  it,  no  doubt  by  that  time  others  will  be  in 
the  field  with  schemes  of  their  own,  worked  out  tu  a 
practical  iasue. 


Many  of  the  schemes  for  dealing  with  the 
"  Distillery  Pollution  Problem  "  may  be  effective 
enough,  but  impracticable — too  costly,  or  other- 
wise abortive.  They  have  been  so  in  the  past,  for 
their  name  is  legion ;  and,  likely  enough,  the 
temptation  of  a  big  reward,  with  a  sure  fortune  to 
follow  in  its  trail,  will  attract  every  sort  of  hair- 
brained  idea  it  may  be  possible  to  imagine  to  its 
alluring  folds. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  adjudicate  on  any 
scheme  already  made  public,  nor  offer  gratuitous 
criticism,  which  might  be  the  least  offensive  to 
the  parties  concerned.  Rather  would  I  en- 
courage all  and  every  suggestion,  however  much 
I  might  be  inclined  to  help  on  the  weeding-out 
process  of  the  likely  from  the  unlikely.  But  in 
this  there  is  no  need,  as  whatever  scheme  is  sent 
in  to  the  official  of  the  Elgin  combination,  will  be 
placed  before  a  higher  tribunal  than  what  my 
humble,  however  earnest,  opinion  can  ever  aspire 
to  be,  and  will  receive  "  due  consideration,"  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  term,  on  its  own  merits.  For 
"  the  money  shall  not  be  paid  unless  the  combi- 
nation shall  be  satisfied  by  practical  tests — and 
that  for  one  year,"  that  it  treats  all  bye  products 
after  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Stephenson  (Edinburgh),  an  expert 
of  considerable  experience,  has  suggested  a 
mechanical  method  of  treatment  of  the  effluent 
by  carrying  it  up  to  the  top  of  a  high  tower,  and 
dispersing  it  as  spray.  This  has  already  been 
alluded  to  in  the  F.  G.  of  Oct.  22  last,  when  Mr. 
Anderson's  pamphlet  was  issued  dealing  with  his 
scheme.  In  addition  to  others,  I  might  give  a 
passing  notice  to  that  of  two  names  which  have 
just  come  under  my  notice.  Mr.  James  Hendrick, 
of  the  Agricultural  Laboratory,  Mai-ischal  College, 
Aberdeen,  has  been  following  out  the  quest  on 
chemical  lines.  He  has  been  experimenting  on 
an  extensive  scale,  and,  being  within  easy  reach  of 
the  area  of  the  pollution  and  its  cause,  has  been 
successful  in  discovering  a  process  which  it  is 
expected  will  not  only  cure  the  pollution,  but 
yield  valuable  bye-products  from  the  polluting 
liquid,  one  of  which  is  a  manure  comparable  in 
value  to  bones.  Of  course,  in  this,  as  in  all  other 
schemes,  expectations  will  require  to  be  made  good 
by  results  on  an  extensive  scale  before  it  can 
be  finally  pronounced  on.  It  may  be  said,  how- 
ever, of  Mr.  Hendrick's  scheme,  that  distillers  who 
are  "  in  the  know  "  are  very  jubilant  over  it,  and 
freely  recognise  that  it  is  the  only  feasible  solu- 
tion of  the  question  which  has  up  till  now  been 
presented  to  them. 

Another  northern  chemist  of  world  wide  repute 
on  the  subject  of  pollution,  and  river  pollution  in 
particular,  has  also  a  scheme  "  in  the  steep."  Mr. 
Thomas  Jamieson,  city  analyst  for  Aberdeen,  and 
who  has  a  life-long  experience  at  his  back  to 
commend  him,  has  also  worked  out  an  economical 
process  of  dealing  with  distillery  effluent,  and  his 
suggestions  will  also  come  up  for  review  in  due 
time,  and  no  doubt  command  the  respect  the 
opinions  of  such  an  authority  deserve. 

But  distillery  effluent  will  not  be  the  only 
problem  dealt  with.  It  is  the  most  urgent  in  the 
public  eye  in  the  meantime.  Yet  whatever 
scheme  is  found  to  deal  effectually  with  "  burnt 
ale "  will  no  doubt  be  ado^jted  and  applied 
to  all  kinds  of  mill  refuse  and  village  sewage. 
By  modifications  of  the  methods  adopted,  no 
doubt  all  such  matters,  teeming  with  death  to 
salmon  spawn  in  particular,  and  destruction  to 
fish  life  in  general,  will  be  treated  after  a  similar 
fashion.  That  mill  owners,  local  authorities,  and 
county  committees  will  at  once  rise  to  the  occa- 
sion, and  when  a  feasible  and  practical  solution  of 
the  pollution  problem  is  arrived  at,  and  proved 
satisfactoi-y  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  they  will 
at  once  adopt  it  as  being  worthy  of  a  trial. 

G.  M. 


MESSRS.  ANDERSONS'  SALE. 

As  will  be  seen  from  our  advertisement 
columns,  Messrs.  Andersons'  annual  stock-taking 
sale  of  waterproofs  of  all  kinds,  including  many 
bargains  in  fishing  stockings,  &c.,  begins  on 
Jan.  25,  and  lasts  for  a  fortnight. 

Our  readers  should  make  a  note  of  this,  as  it  is 
a  hoiiil  fide  sale  of  good  goods  at  a  discount  of 
from  30  to  50  per  cent.,  or  half  price  in  many 
cases. 

The  address  is  37,  l^ueen  Victoria-street, 
London,  E.C. 


ADVANTAGES  OF  COMBINING  WB'J 
AND  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 


It  may  be  well  to  look  at  both  systems  as 
applied  to  our  numerous  club  waters  and  some 
of  the  larger  rivers  in  Scotland.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  born  in  mind,  that  no  hard  and  fast  line, 
as  we  say,  will  attain  the  greatest  success  as 
applied  to  fly  fishing.  Forty  years'  experience 
and  practice  has  not  produced  the  feeling  of 
having  exhausted  the  subject,  or  that  anyone  is 
always  a  match  for  these  'cute  customers.  It  is 
not,  however,  a  matter  of  time  or  practice,  for 
some  fishermen  are  "born,  not  made."  Excep- 
tions appear  now  and  then  where  a  great  state  of 
proficiency  is  attained  in  three  or  four  years,  and 
also  to  the  general  rule  of  having  "too  many 
strings  to  your  bow,"  for  in  this  case  the  more  the 
better,  if  properly  used.  The  reading  of  the 
numerous  articles  in  your  valuable  paper  from 
time  to  time  is  a  great  treat  and  of  much  benefit, 
besides  being  the  next  best  to  actual  fishing. 
Another  combination,  viz.,  minnow  fishing,  has 
proved  of  great  advantage  in  enabling  fly  fishers 
to  determine  by  the  look  of  the  water  the 
holds  of  the  fish  and  their  manner  of  obtain- 
ing food,  &c.  It  should  be  the  aim  of 
all  parties  to  fish  only  the  smallest  portion  of 
each  stream  or  pool  where  the  largest  fish  have 
taken  possession,  or  the  part,  for  the  time  being, 
which  the  matter  of  sun,  wind,  shelter,  or  depth 
makes  most  favourable.  Only  last  winter,  in 
November,  a  catch  of  eight  brace  of  grayling 
was  taken  by  adopting  a  similar  movement  of  the 
wrist  to  the  style  a  stranger  was  adopting  while 
fishing  gentles,  but  keeping  the  flies  about  3in. 
under  water  moving  in  a  peculiar  manner. 

The  same  style  of  fishing  does  not  always  apply 
to  both  trout  and  grayling,  and  both  fish  have 
their  peculiar  charms.  Our  district  of  Ryedale,  in' 
Yorkshire,  happens  to  possess  numerous  clubs 
and  free  portions  of  fishing,  more  varied  than 
almost  any  similar  extent  of  district,  the  noted 
"  Costa,"  along  with  the  Seven,  Rye,  Dove,  and 
Hodge,  contributing  their  portion.  There  is  also 
the  great  advantage  in  some  portions  of  these 
rivers  of  having  nothing  whatever  but  trout  in 
several  of  their  upper  beats.  As  to  the  pleasures 
of  fishing,  these  are  too  numerous  to  be  entered 
into  in  detail  in  this  article.  One  person  informed 
me  the  fact  of  losing  no  tackle  went  a  long  way 
with  him ;  to  some  the  outing  is  the  object ; 
most,  however,  prefer,  at  any  rate,  the  taking  of 
a  few  fish  home.  Two  outings  are  given  on  the 
same  club  water  during  similar  windy  days  (for 
position  of  the  wind  has  much  to  do  with  it),  so 
give  the  usual  rules,  viz. : 

When  the  wind  is  in  the  north. 
Never  a  fisherman  need  go  forth. 
When  the  wind  is  in  the  east, 
'Tis  neither  good  for  man  nor  beast. 
When  the  wind  is  in  the  south, 
It  blows  the  fly  into  the  fish's  mouth. 
When  the  wind  is  in  the  west. 
Then  the  fishing  is  the  best. 

On  the  first  occasion  (which  was  before  the 
magic  oil  bottle  had  been  invented)  the  execution 
was  done  by  a  mode  of  stiffening  the  dropper  and 
making  it  skip  similar  to  a  natural  fly.  By  using 
a  longer  dropper,  with  a  loop  about  lin.  in  length, 
and  one  larger  point  fly  added  (placed  the  right 
distance  apart),  fish  could  then  be  tempted  from 
the  deeps  or  clearest  water  that  would  rise  to 
no  other  style.  This  outing,  for  instance,  gave 
over  eight  brace,  while  the  same  flies  used  by 
another  party  in  a  different  manner  resulted  in  no 
fish.  On  another  occasion  the  same  flies  fished 
by  two  equally  good  fishermen  on  a  neighbouring 
stream  resulted  in  seven  brace  of  grayling  being 
landed  out  of  one  pool  (by  the  skipping  dropper), 
while  the  other  flies  used  with  more  delicate  gut 
on  another  (without  the  same  movement)  were  of 
no  avail.    Both  got  fish,  however,  in  the  streams. 

On  another  visit  matters  were  very  different. 
Some  considerable  time  was  spent  to  no  effect, 
and  parties  who  had  repeatedly  fished  this 
same  club  water  were  giving  it  up  in  despair. 
It  was  found  out  by  accidentally  standing  still 
and  allowing  the  line  to  sink  at  will  that  the  fish 
would  take  the  fly  near  the  bottom.  It  seemed 
unsi^ortsmanlike  allowing  the  flies  to  sink  deep,  but 
resulted  in  over  five  brace  of  beautiful  grayling. 

Grayling  are  peculiar  fish,  and  require  a  good 
deal  of  tempting  at  times,  but  there  is  no  reason 
to  come  home  with  an  empty  l^asket  if  many 
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different  modes  of  tackling  them  are  resorted  to, 
some  of  which  will  succeed  even  in  the  brightest 
summer  weather. 

We  have  most  of  us  heard  of  the  "  Child  not 
being  hungry  for  simply  bread  and  butter,"  and 
these  fish  will  at  times  persistently  continue 
rising  until  a  particular  fly  is  presented,  and  be 
caught  at  last.  One  of  our  noted  fishermen  believes 
that  any  fish  can  be  tired  out,  and  made  to  rise. 
After  all.  the  main  point  is  being  able  to  present 
a  fly  on  the  water  so  naturally  that  fish  "  go 
for  it."  and  do  not  look  out  for  line.  Numerous 
instances  could  be  given  where  even  good  hands 
failed,  by  omitting  some  little  minor  accomplish- 
ment— and  both  wet  and  dry  fishers  will  not 
succeed  unless  they  master  the  little  intricacies 
connected  with  each  branch.  Only  this  season 
a  proficient  south  country  fisherman  failed  by 
not  condescending  to  use  dry  fly  or  give  any 
jerk  or  wrist  action  to  the  line.  Dipped  Hackle 
flies,  fished  dry,  move  in  a  very  mysterious  manner 
whenever  a  varying  current  occurs,  and  trout  can 
often  be  tempted  by  this  style  of  fishing. 

There  are  many  occasions  when  the  use  of 
both  systems  tempts  large  fish,  which  could 
not  otherwise  be  obtained.  On  fishing  the 
Pickering  Association  Club  water  this  summer, 
using  dipped  flies,  fished  dry,  a  youth  re- 
marked that  a  large  trout  was  rising  under  a 
wiUow  bush,  and  that  it  had  broken  his  cast  on 
his  last  outing.  All  efPoi-ts  were  of  no  avail  until 
sinking  and  striking  the  fly  under  water  was  tried, 
which  secured  this  fine  specimen.  Fish  know  the 
difference  between  a  supposed  dead  fly  floating 
and  one  rising  again  steadily  of  its  own  accord 
(as  if  in  life),  which  effect  the  dipping  gives  it, 
irrespective  of  the  wrist  action.  Again,  in 
casting  a  floating  fly  over  rising  grayling  it  is 
often  remarked,  "This  time  the  fly  floats 
splendidly,"  and,  strange  to  say,  secures  the  fish 
notwithstanding  the  many  previous  castings. 

To  encourage  beginners  a  case  is  mentioned 
of  three  ladies  tackling  grayling  with  no 
result,  until  their  flies  were  anointed  from  the 
magic  bottle,  when  each  had  the  pleasure  of 
landing  a  fish  within  a  very  few  yards,  and  many 
other  instances  could  also  be  given  in  favour 
of  its  use.  As  to  which  are  the  best  flies, 
a  good  deal  depends  on  the  district,  and  actual 
experience  is  the  best.  Lastly,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
during  the  dry  season,  the  record  of  a  day's  fishing 
was  broken  on  a  club  water  in  less  than  half  a 
day,  which  could  not  have  been  accomplished 
without  the  bottle. 

Time  and  space  will  not  allow  further  explana- 
tion, so  must  candidly  admit  that  dipping  the 
upright  winged  flies  acts  like  magic  in  many  cases, 
especially  in  bright  sunlight,  when  fishing  clear 
streams.  This  requires  delicate  handling,  for  the 
least  pull  sends  the  flies  under  water,  and  the 
great  secret  is  to  have  them  always  floating  and 
well  under  control.  J.  0.  Feank. 


LAKE  YYENWT. 


Lake  Vtenwt  is  one  of  the  sights  of  Wales, 
and,  unlike  many  other  noted  spots,  it  is  well  out 
of  the  beaten  track.  The  lake  lies  about  nine 
miles  to  the  west  of  Llanfyllin  Railway  Station, 
in  Montgomeryshire,  and  it  has  been  formed  by 
the  erection  of  an  enormous  dam  across  the  basin 
of  the  river  Vymwy.  It  is  from  this  reservoir 
that  Liverpool  draws  its  supply  of  water.  The 
length  of  the  lake  is  nearly  five  miles,  and  it  has 
an  average  width  of  half  a  mile.  When  the  lake 
is  full  the  water  has  an  area  of  1121  acres,  and  it 
weighs  58,0(XJ,000  tons.  Its  greatest  depth  is 
28yd8.  Round  the  lake  there  is  a  beautiful  drive 
of  twelve  miles. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  lake  there  is  an  erec- 
tion which  suggests  a  castle  on  the  Rhine.  This 
is  the  Straining  Tower,  and  it  is  here  that  the 
water  leaves  the  lake  on  its  long  journey  of  sixty- 
eight  miles.  The  Straining  Tower  contains  three 
screens  of  very  fine  copper-wire  gauze,  through 
which  the  water  passes  into  three  pipes  (one  for 
each  strainer j,  which  lead  to  a  circular  culvert, 
made  of  concrete.  This  culvert  is  half  a  mile  in 
length,  and  conveys  the  water  to  the  Himant 
Tunnel  ftwo  and  a  quarter  miles  long).  At  the 
Himant  end  of  the  tunnel  the  water  is  received 
into  a  chamber  from  which  it  is  conveyed  to  the 
Pare  Ucha  Reservoir  (six  miles)  through  a  cast- 
iron  pipe.   The  aqueduct  does  not  run  on  uninter- 


ruptedly from  the  lake  to  Liverpool.  It  is  divided 

into  six  parts,  thus  : 
From  the  lake  to  Pare  Ucha' Reservoir     ...    9  miles 
,,     Pare  Ucha'  to  Oewestry  Reservoir    ...    8  ,, 

,,     Oswestry  to  Mai  pas  Reservoir    18  ,, 

,,    Malpas  to  Cotebrook  Resjrvoir   11  ,, 

,,    Cotebrook  to  Norton  Reservoir   10  ,, 

,,     Norton  to  Prescot  Reservoir   9  ,, 

Total  length  to  Presot,  near  Liverpool  ...  63  ,, 
It  took  1500  men  ten  years  to  build  the  dam, 
and  it  contains  510,000  tons  of  masonry.  More 
than  one-third  of  the  stones  weigh  over  4  tons 
each,  and  there  are  several  stones  weighing  over 
10  tons.  The  dam  is  surmounted  by  a  roadway, 
10ft.  above  the  overflow  level.  During  the  con- 
struction of  the  dam  ten  of  the  workmen  met 
with  fatal  accidents,  and  nearly  forty  died  from 
natural  causes.  The  first  stone  was  laid  on 
July  14,  1881,  by  the  Right  Honourable  Edward 
James,  third  Earl  of  Powis,  and  the  work  was 
completed  in  ten  years,  the  cost  of  the  under- 
taking being  well  over  £2,000,000  sterling. 

The  lake  is  well  stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout, 
and  affords  the  angler  isxcellent  sport.  The 
following  shows  the  record  of  catches  since  the 
year  1895 : 

v-o-      Number  of  Fish    w«;»i,t     Average  Weight 
Caught.         ^<"Sht.      of  each  Fish. 

1895    1773    11311b   10-4oz. 

1896    2093    13121b   10-04oz. 

1897    2767    1916Jlb   II'Ioe. 

1898    3348    23971b   ll-4oz. 

Every  fish  caught  in  the  lake  is  weighed,  and 
the  weight  is  entered  in  a  book  kept  for  the 
pui-pose.  The  largest  fish  caught  weighed  61b. 
It  is  now  to  be  seen  at  the  hotel.  During  the 
spawning  season  most  of  the  trout  leave  the  lake 
for  the  many  brooks  that  run  into  it.  A  large 
number  of  the  female  trout  are  caught,  and  the 
spawn  carefully  squeezed  out  of  them,  and, 
after  being  fertilised,  they  are  placed  in  running 
water  in  a  dark  room.  The  work  of  collecting 
the  spawn  is  a  very  delicate  business. 

There  are  very  few  men  on  the  hotel  staff  that 
can  do  it  properly — without  injiu-y  to  the  fish. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  spawn  must  be 
placed  in  running  water,  and  in  darkness.  If  the 
water  ceased  running  for  half  an  hour  the  spawn 
would  not  hatch.  In  ninety  days  the  young  trout 
makes  its  appearance.  It  is  then  carefully  fed 
three  or  four  times  a  day  with  Spratt's  food,  as  a 
chicken  might  be,  and  it  soon  becomes  capable  of 
taking  care  of  itself,  when  it  is  turned  out  into 
ponds,  where  it  spends  three  years  prior  to  being 
promoted  to  the  lake.  Several  thousands  of  trout 
are  put  into  the  lake  every  year  from  this 
hatchery. 

The  hotel  stands  1000ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  and  it  commands  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
lake,  the  lofty  peaks  of  the  Aran  furnishing  a 
fine  background.  The  proprietress  (Miss  Davies), 
besides  being  an  ideal  hostess,  acts  as  church- 
warden of  the  parish  church,  and  she  is  also  a 
member  of  the  parish  council. 

The  church  and  vicarage  are  close  to  the  hotel. 
On  the  vicarage  doorstep  there  is  a  very  interest- 
ing round  stone  marked  57i,  which  was  dug  out 
of  the  old  churchyard.  The  stone  is  known  as 
careg-y-gamp  (feat  stone),  and  it  weighs  57slb. 
In  the  old  days,  on  Sunday  afternoons,  the  youths 
of  Llanwddyn  used  to  meet  in  the  parish  church- 
yard to  hurl  this  stone  over  their  heads  for  the 
furthest,  which  must  have  been  splendid  exercise 
for  the  muscles  of  the  back  and  arms.  The  old 
churchyard  is  now  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  but 
the  remains  of  the  dead  were  carefully  removed  to 
the  new  burial  ground  before  the  old  church  and 
the  two  old  chapels  (Calvinistic,  Methodist,  and 
Wesleyan)  were  submerged.  There  are  two  other 
interesting  stones  on  the  doorstep  of  the  vicarage, 
viz.,  a  pair  of  hand  mill-stones,  which  were  found 
in  the  parish.    They  date  from  about  a.d.  1. 

In  the  new  church  a  coloured  window  has  been 
put  in  by  Mrs.  Hayhurst  France,  in  memory  of 
her  husband,  the  late  Oapt.  Hayhurst  France,  who 
was  drowned  in  the  lake  while  fishing  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  season  in  March,  1897. 
Another  window  is  about  to  be  put  in,  in  memory 
of  the  late  Mr.  Percy  Bailey,  who  was  killed  while 
cycling  over  the  dangerous  road  from  Bala  to  the 
lake. 

During  the  winter  of  1894  the  surface  of  the 
lake  was  sufiBciently  frozen  to  allow  people  to 
skate  across. 

It  is  very  curious  how  almost  everybody  mis- 


pronounces the  word  Vyrnwy,  givinf^  the  terminal 
"  wy "  the  pronunciation  of  the  English  word 
"  you,"  i.e.,  sounding  the  "  y "  before  the  "  w," 
instead  of  the  "  w  "  >jef ore  the  "  y."  The  old 
form  of  the  word  "  Vymwy "  was  prohtably 
"Chwymwy"  (Chwym=swift ;  wy=water). 

J.  A.  J. 


THE  LOWER  AND  MID-THAMES: 
WHERE  AND  HOW  TO  FISH  IT. 

(Continued  from  page  20.) 

By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Roach. 

"  There  sat  my  friend  with  patient  skill, 
Attending  of  his  trembling  quill." — Wotton. 

Roach  are  taken  from  the  Thames  in  larger 
quantities  than  any  other  fish.  They  are  held  in 
the  highest  estimation  by  a  large  number  of 
anglers,  many  of  whom  confine  themselves  entirely 
to  this  branch  of  fishing.  The  London  club 
anglers  are  particularly  devoted  to  roach  fishing, 
and  competitions  on  a  large  scale  are  often 
an-anged  between  the  members,  who  are,  needless 
to  say,  much  more  successful  when  fishing  from  a 
punt.  There  are  times  when  roach  require  much 
coaxing,  and  the  perseverance,  doggedness,  and 
skill  of  the  roach  fisherman  is  then  brought  into 
play.  On  some  days  the  float  is  only  disturbed 
by  a  succession  of  nibbles  of  the  faintest  descrip- 
tion, and  it  is  then  that  the  angler  has  to  biing 
all  his  knowledge  into  requisition,  for  if  one  of 
these  faint  "  touches "  are  missed,  the  proba- 
bilities are  that  a  large  fish  has  escaped  being 
captured.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  occasions 
when  the  veriest  tyro  can  go  out  and  fill  a  bag 
with  these  fish.  Such  occasions  are,  however,  few 
and  far  between,  and  now  that  the  Thames  is  so 
much  fished,  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  piscatorial 
persuasion  to  induce  them  to  feed  in  a  right  royal 
manner.  Walton  calls  the  roach  "  the  fresh -water 
sheep ; "  but,  owing  to  the  pursuit  to  which  they 
are  now  subjected,  this  soubriquet  is  scarcely 
applicable,  especially  to  the  fish  of  the  Thames 
and  its  tributaries.  The  requisites  for  success  are 
fine  tackle  and  proper  bait.  For  Thames  fishing 
the  "  roach-pole  "  is  only  used  in  quiet  eddies  and 
lay-byes.  Some  bank  anglers  prefer  a  long  rod 
for  fishing  any  portion  of  the  stream,  but  the  most 
successful  roach  fishing  is  done  from  either  a  boat 
or  punt.  Then  a  light  cane  punt  rod  is  used,  with 
a  very  fine  plaited  silk  line  (undressed)  and  an  easy- 
running  winch — the  Nottingham  for  preference. 
The  float  should  be  a  porcupine  quUl  with  cork 
body,  capable  of  carrying  about  six  or  seven  shots. 
This  tackle  is  suitable  for  fishing  the  swims  in  the 
channel  of  the  river,  where  it  is  requisite  that  the 
bait  shall  reach  the  bottom  almost  directly  it  is 
placed  in  the  water.  The  angler  then  gets  the 
full  benefit  of  each  swim  of  the  float.  In  clear 
water,  with  only  a  slight  stream,  a  porcupine  may 
sometimes  be  found  sufiicient.  I  always  enamel 
my  floats  mignonnette  green,  the  colour  is  very 
pale,  and  when  in  the  water  resembles  a  weed 
floating  down  stream.  The  hooks  should  be  on 
the  finest  gut — Crystal  hooks  are  the  best  when 
using  gentles  for  bait.  Greville  Fennel,  in  his 
"  Book  of  the  Roach,''  says  :  "  These  '  Crystal ' 
hooks  are  admirable ;  they  appeal-,  both  mechani- 
cally and  practically,  to  settle  the  long  mooted 
question  of  the  best  shape,  size,  and  temper  requi- 
site for  roach  angling;  and  obviously  emanate 
from  one  who  has  long  thought,  and  thought  to 
the  best  results,  upon  what  was  most  desu-ed,  and 
are  named  after  my  best  fisherman,  Harry  Crystal." 
If  using  a  small  worm  for  bait,  use  also  the  round 
bend  hook ;  wasp  grubs,  red  worms,  boiled  wheat, 
and  the  caddis  are  also  good  baits.  The  fish 
should  be  struck  immediately  the  float  disappears, 
and  only  a  small  portion  of  the  latter  should  be 
left  above  the  water,  so  that  a  bite  can  be  imme- 
diately detected.  Sometimes  the  fish  wUl  only 
feed  at  the  end  of  the  swim.  Then  the  Notting- 
ham style  should  be  adopted,  using  the  lightest 
running  tackle.  This  is  especially  successful  in 
clear  water. 

It  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  breed  gentles  in  the 
summer  and  autumn,  and  as  gentles  are,  as  a  rule, 
the  best  bait  for  Thames  roach,  one  or  two  hints 
will  not  be  out  of  place.  First  procure  some 
bullock's  liver,  and  hang  it  up  in  a  place  where 
blow  flies  frequent.  They  will  lay  their  eggs  on 
it,  or  if  a  few  cuts  are  made  in  it,  with  a  knife,  so 
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ANOTHER  IZAAK  WALTON  RELIC. 

The  publication  of  our  illustration  of  the  old 
carved  oak  linen  chest  which  belonged  to  Izaak 
Walton  and  his  first  wife  Rachael,  brought  us 
particulars  of  another  most  interesting  Walton 
relic,  now  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Henry  Harben, 
of  Warnham  Lodge,  Sussex.  We  wrote  to  Sir 
Henry  about  it,  and  he  has  kindly  given  us  per- 
mission to  reproduce  the  photograph  of  the  very 
fine  cabinet  which  belonged  to  Izaak  Walton  and 
bis  second  wife  Anne,  in  1656,  three  years  after 
the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  the  "  Com- 
pleat  Angler." 

Sir  Henry  Harben  gave  us  some  particulars 
about  this  cabinet  which  we  have  his  permission 
to  print.  With  a  pretty  general  knowledge  of  all 
that  is  known  about  Walton,  we  are  unaware  of 
any  reference  to  this  cabinet  in  any  published 


much  the  better;  the  blow  flies  will  then  be  able 
to  lay  their  eggs  in  the  crevices.    An  earthenware 
jar  should  be  placed  underneath,  and  when  one 
or  two  gentles  have  hatched  and  dropped  into  the 
jar,  take  down  the  liver,  and  place  it  in  the  vessel. 
In  two  or  three  days  more  gentles  will  be  seen,  and 
then  they  should  be  removed  into  a  jar  containing 
bran,  with  a  piece  of  liver  on  the  top  for  them  to 
feed  upon.    By  adopting  this  plan  the  angler  will 
always  have  at  hand  a  plentiful  supply  of  gentles. 
But  there  is  yet  another  bait  which  the  roach  of 
the  Thames  are  especially  partial  to,  viz.,  soaked 
bread  crust,  cut  into  small  square  cubes  and 
placed  on  the  point  of  the  hook.    This  bait  should 
be  tried  before  gentles.    The  ground  bait  used 
for  Thames  roach  fishing  is  of  simple  manufacture. 
A  loaf  is  weU  soaked,  and  then  broken  up  into 
smaU  pieces,  and  mixed  with  bran  and  clay.  The 
latter  is  used  to  make  it  sink  quickly,  so  that  the 
stream  does  not  carry  it  away.    Sometimes  a  few 
gentles  are  mixed  up  with  the  "  mess,"  and  then 
the  whole  is  rolled  into  a  ball,  and  dropped  gently 
overboard.  The  clay  ball  gradually  breaks,  and  the 
small  pieces  of  bread  and  bran  escape  by  degrees. 
This  attracts  the  fish  to  the  spot,  and  the  anglej' 
must  be  ready  to  hook  a  fish  at  any  moment  after- 
the  ground  bait  is  in  the  water.    But  the  depth 
must  be  properly  plumbed,  and  it  is  usual  to  fis'i 
near  the  bottom.     Never  forget  to  carry  « 
plummet.    In  the  summer,  when  the  stream  is 
slack,  more  success  will  be  assured  if  the  punt 
angler  can  find  a  piece  of  water  that  is  more  rapid 
than  usual.    For  bank  fishing  the  stream  should 
not  be  too  fast.    Eddies  are  exceptionally  good 
places  for  the  bank  angler  to  try  his  skill  in  the 
winter.    In  fishing  the  cuttings  below  the  locks 
where  the  water  is  quiet  try  paste.    In  such  places, 
of  course,  the  clay  is  not  required  to  sink  the 
ground  bait.    In  fishing  the  weir  pools  in  hot 
weather,  silk  weed  {Conferva  rivularis)  which  can 
be  scraped  off  the  weirs,  is  a  taking  bait.    It  is 
twisted  round  the  hook,  and  sometimes  the  fish 
will  take  nothing  better.    Ledgering  for  roach  is 
very  seldom  practised  on  the  Thames,  the  float 
tackle  being  a  more  fascinating  method. 

It  goes  without  saying  tha,t  more  roach  are 
taken  by  punt  fishing  than  by  fishing  from  the 
banks.    This  is  because  the  best  swims,  as  a  rule, 
cannot  be  reached  f  l  om  the  bank.    If  the  services 
of  a  professional  fisherman  are  called  into  requi- 
sition, try  and  obtain  one  who  is  not  afraid  of  work. 
In  some  parts  of  the  Thames  one  can  engage 
really  good  men,  though  there  are  a  number  of 
persons  who  call  themselves  professional  fisher- 
men, but  who  have  really  no  sound  claim  to  such 
title.     I  quite  agree  with  "  John  Bickerdyke," 
who  says:    "The  professional  fishermen  of  the 
Thames  are  a  curious  race.    As  a  rule  they  know 
the  water  well  in  their  own  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, but  cannot  be  depended  on  as  guides  away 
from  their  homes,  although  they  will  tell  you  they 
know  every  inch  of  the  water  for  fifty  miles.  They 
are  generally  civil  and  attentive,  but  adverse  to 
hard  work.    They  sometimes  undertake  to  pro- 
vide tackle  and  bait,  but  the  former  is  invariably 
of  an  inferior  description,  such  as  no  real  roach 
fisher  would  tolerate,  and  the  latter— except  in 
two  or  three  very  frequented  stations— conspicuous 
by  its  absence.    There  are  many  accomplished 
and  attentive  Thames  fishermen,  but  the  mere 
watermen  who  pose  as  fishermen  should  certainly 
be  avoided,  and  here  and  there  one  meets  with 
men  who  are  lazy,  impudent  and  greedy." 
(To  be  continued.) 


writings  by  or  about  Walton,  and  believe  this  is 
the  first  public  notice  of  it. 

Letter  from  Sir  Henry  Harben. 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  inquiries 
about  the  Izaak  Walton  cabinet,  I  bought  it  from 
a  gentleman  at  Ealing,  to  whom  it  had  been  given 
as  a  wedding  present,  and  who  would  not  have 
parted  with  it  but  that  he  was  going  abroad,  and 
could  not  take  it  with  him. 

"Before  buying  it,  I  had  it  examined  by  an 
expert,  and  on  sending  him  down  I  told  him  the 
price  asked  for  it,  but  told  him  not  to  make  any 
bid  for  it  until  he  had  consulted  me. 

"  But  he  was  so  much  impressed  with  its  value 
that  he  made  an  ofiler  for  it,  lest  it  should  be 
sold  elsewhere. 

"  On  reporting  to  me  what  he  had  done,  he  said 
he  was  afraid  lest  if  it  were  submitted  to  auction 
it  might  fetch  a  price  I  might  not  like  to  give. 


rich  marqueterie  panels  in  arches  at  sides  ;  the  frieze  and 
cornice  with  mask  heads,  and  inscribed  with  monograms 
and 

"  IZAAK  WALTON  ANNE," 
"  Ki  VIRTVTE  NON  ARMIS  FIDO.  56." 
"  Formerly  in  the  old  Deanery  at  Winchester,  where  the 
Angler  Walton  died  at  his  son-in-law's." 

It  is  a  little  curious  that  this  cabinet  was  not 
mentioned  in  Walton's  will,  seeing  that  his 
hanging  cupboard  was.*  Possibly  he  had  given  it 
during  his  lifetime  to  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Hawkins, 
or  to  Dr.  Hawkins'  wife.  He  says  in  his  will  that 
he  loved  Dr.  Hawkins  "  as  his  own  son,"  and  it 
was  at  his.  Dr.  H.'s,  Prebendal  House  at  Win- 
chester he  died,  Dec.  1.5,  1683. 

He  married  Anne  Ken  about  1646,  he  being 
then  fifty-three  and  his  wife  thirty-five.  She 
died  in  1662,  and  the  cabinet  bears  the  date  1656, 
when  they  were  probably  residing  in  Clerkenwell, 
for  we  know  little  about  hisjlife  from  1650  to  1661. 


Cabinet  belonging  to  Izaak  Walton  in  1656. 


"  I  immediately  sent  to  the  gentleman,  and  paid 
him  the  price  he  asked  for  it. 

"  Pasted  in  one  of  the  drawers  is  a  piece  of 
printed  paper,  evidently  from  a  catalogue  of  sale 
of  old  date,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy. 

"  You  can  reproduce  the  photograph  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.— Youtb  faithfully, 

"  Ebnrt  Harben. 
"  Wai-nham  Lodge,  Sussex. 
"  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq." 

Copy  of  the  Gatalogue  Description 
Referred  to  above. 

"  Very  fine  and  unique  cabinet,  the  lower  part  with  large 
drawers,  richly  moulded  and  carved,  and  cupboard  with 
fall  front  enclosing  pigeon  holes,  drawers,  and  secret 
recesses;  above  is  cupboard,  with  carved  and  inlaid 
marqueterie  panels  in  lirds,  flowers,  &c.  The  top  part  is 
canopied  with  rich  back,  the  centre  panel  in  bold  relief, 
'The  Day  of  Wrath,'  and  deeply  recessed;  figures  and 


A  Presentation  Copy  of  Walton's 
"  Lives." 

Mr.  H.  Littledale,  of  Worcester,  has  kindly 
sent  us  this  week  a  note  to  say  that  in  the  library 
of  Worcester  Cathedral  there  is  a  copy  of 
Walton's  "  Four  Lives  "  (1760)  with 

fEor  Mrs.  Elyza  :  Johnson 
Fr.  Izaak  Walton 

on  fly-leaf. 

On  the  title  page  she  writes  :  "  Eliza  Johnson — 
Given  to  the  Library  of  the  Church  at  Wor- 
cester." 

On  referring  to  Walton's  will  we  find  that 
"  Mrs.  Elyza  Johnson  "  is  one  of  those  to  whom 
he  left  a  ring. 

*  A  picture  of  this  hanging  cupboard  is  given  in  my 
"Lea  and  Dove"  edition  of  the  "  Combleat  Anrier."— 
R.  B.  M.  r  a 
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THE  RAINBOW  TROUT  IN  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 


(Extract  from  a  letter  dated  Aug.  30,  1898.) 

It  -will  interest  you  to  hear  that  I  have  met 
the  rainbow  trout  in  his  own  home  on  two 
occasions,  the  first,  when  I  had  two  hours  to  spare, 
at  a  place  called  Bonnington  Falls,  on  the  Slocan 
river.  They  are  the  very  gamest  of  game  fish.  We 
fished  from  a  boat  on  the  edge  of  the  rapids  in  the 
evening.  The  best  fish  rise  at  dusk,  when  it  is 
almost  too  dark  to  see  the  fly.  I  had  bronchitis, 
so  did  not  stop  out  late,  but  still,  managed  to  land 
nine  fish,  averaging  probably  ^Ib.  They  catch 
them  there  up  to  41b.,  but  a  '2lh.  fish  is  considered 
a  good  fish.  In  appearance  they  are  something 
like  an  Irish  white  trout,  only  with  much  smaller 
scales  and  a  brighter  silver  colour.  They  fine 
away  towards  the  tail  more  than  a  white  trout, 
after  the  manner  of  a  mackerel.  The  "  rainbow  " 
is  a  wide  streak,  about  iin.  to  Jin.,  or  possibly 
lin.  wide,  which  runs  right  along  the  side  from 
the  tail  to,  and  including,  a  portion  of  the  gill- 
cover,  perhaps  a  third.  The  streak  is  a  most 
beautiful  pale  pink  and  "  iridesces "  in  the  light. 
Altogether  it  is  the  prettiest  fish  I  ever  saw,  and 
so  game  that  it  was  hard  to  believe  a  i-pounder 
was  not  a  pounder  till  you  saw  him.  They  mostly 
rose  low ;  sometimes  you  could  see  the  curl,  but 
oftener  not.  Now  comes  the  triumph.  I  changed 
one  of  their  three  hideous,  gaudy,  badly-tied  local 
flies  for  an  Excellency  before  I  started  fishing. 
After  catching  four  fish  on  it,  and  none  on  the 
others,  I  changed  a  second  one  for  a  Glenhest, 
leaving  the  local  tail  fly  on,  and  caught  the  other 
five  fish  on  one  or  other  of  our  two  Irish  flies — not 
one  on  the  local  flies !  This,  after  the  con- 
temptuous way  in  which  my  flies  had  been 
criticised,  was  a  distinct  "  score."  I  gave  the  boat- 
man, who  really  did  his  best  to  give  me  good 
sport,  one  of  each,  to  his  immense  delight. 

This  place  (Kaslo)  is  a  splendid  fishing  district. 
It  is  not  a  good  season,  but  still,  a  good  many 
trout  and  salmon  are  caught.  The  former  are 
rainbows ;  the  salmon  I  have  not  seen,  but  they 
tell  me  they  are  exactly  like  English  salmon. 
They  run  up  to  301b. ;  201b.  is  no  uncommon  size. 
They  don't  take  the  fly  on  the  lake,  but  are  caught 
by  trolling  with  a  spinner.  Some  seasons  they 
are  very  plentiful,  and  hang  around  the  mouth  of 
the  creek ;  there,  as  far  as  I  can  make  out,  they  do 
rise  to  a  fly.  An  Englishman  caught  nearly 
2cwt.  in  two  hours  a  year  or  two  ago. 

There  is  also  a  smaller  variety  of  trout,  called 
the  "  speckled  "  or  "  mountain  trout,"  exactly  like 
a  small  white  trout  in  shape  and  colour,  except 
for  some  dark-coloured  scales  here  and  there  on 
the  side.  The  average  size  seems  about  ^Ib. 
They  are  game  fish,  and  live  in  very  swift  water. 

Kaslo  is  on  the  Kootenay  Lake.  There  are 
also  two  other  varieties  of  fish  in  the  lakes,  and  a 
short  way  up  the  rivers  the  chard  (which  I  have 
not  yet  seem,  something  akin  to  a  salmon,  but  not 
so  game,  and  I  believe  not  to  be  tempted  by  the 
fly ;  secondly,  the  "  white  fish."  They  are  shaped 
somewhat  like  the  rainbow,  but  the  head  is  more 
like  a  whiting's,  and  the  fork  of  the  tail  is  larger 
and  longer  than  a  trout's.  They  are  supposed 
not  to  take  a  fly,  but  I  caught  one  on  a  fly  a 
couple  of  days  ago.  Their  flesh  is  white,  and  they 
are  not  in  the  least  game.  This  fellow  made  one 
fine  rush  and  then  caved  in  utterly,  and  was 
quietly  hauled  in.  Yesterday  I  had  the  great 
piece  of  good  fortune  to  see  and  watch  from  quite 
close  a  genuine  humming-bird.  C.  B. 


"  Watf.epeoof,"  in  the  Melhournp.  Leader,  tells  xxb 
that  "  In  angliog  for  trout  with  grasshoppera  the  beet 
variety  to  use  is  the  small  red  legged  specieg,  without 
winga,  and  the  best  method  of  catching  them  is  by  walking 
along  the  edge  of  the  stream  and  frightening  the 
'  hoppers '  into  the  water.  You  can  then  easily  collect 
them  with  a  landing  net.  You  will  require  about  three 
'  hoppers '  to  bait  a  No.  4  hook.  The  first  '  hopper  ' 
should  be  threaded  from  breast  to  tail,  and  push  it  well  up 
the  shank  of  the  hook ;  the  next  you  also  thread  on  the 
hook,  but  insert  hook  at  back.  By  doing  this  yon  will 
have  the  red  legs  showing  at  front  and  back  of  the 
hook.  The  third  '  hopper '  is  placed  on  similar  to  the 
first,  jnst  breaking  the  skin  at  the  tail  with  the  point  of 
the  hook.  Sometimes  it  is  as  well  to  leave  all  the  barb 
ezpoaed.  Having  got  your  tackle  ready  and  your  hook 
baited,  you  cast  into  the  deei^st  water  you  intend  to  fish. 
You  will  find  the  bait  sinks  slowly,  and  when  you  think 
it  bag  reached  the  bottom,  raise  it  to  the  surface  ilowly 
and  make  another  cast.  Do  not  pnil  up  the  bait  quickly, 
aa  a  trout  often  takes  it  when  juat  below  the  snrfacei  of 
the  water," 


PORTRAIT  OF  JOHN  KIRBY. 


In  my  angling  library  I  have  a  little  volume 
entitled  "  The  Anglers'  Museum,"  rather  scarce, 
and  not,  I  think,  mentioned  in  that  invaluable 
work  the  "  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria,"  which  has  for 
frontispiece  the  portrait  (which  I  have  had  re- 
produced for  the  Fishing  Gazette)  of  "  Mr.  John 
Kirby,  the  celebrated  angler." 

Although  this  is  the  only  reference  to  him,  I 
think  it  is  most  probable  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  celebrated  family  of  fishing  hook  makers 
so  often  mentioned  by  old  angling  writers.  For 
instance,  Izaak  Walton  (in  his  second  and 
third  editions  only)  makes  Piscator  say  to 
Viator : 

"  But  if  you  will  buy  choice  hooks,  I  wUl  one  day  walk 
with  you  to  Charles  Kerbye's,  in  Harp  Alley,  in  Shooe 
Lane,  who  is  the  most  exact  and  best  hook  maker  that  the 
nation  affords." 

Writing  about  a  century  later  (1760),  Hawkins 


Ml  JOHN  KllRBY,  ' 

y.  * 

has  this  note  about  Kirby  in  his  edition  of  "  The 
Compleat  Angler  " : 

Peince  Rupeet  and  Chaeles  Kieby's  Hooks. 
"  In  some  former  editions  of  this  book  the  author  {i.e., 
Walton)  has,  in  this  place,  mentioned  Charles  Kirby  as  a 
maker  of  excellent  hooks ;  of  whom  take  the  following 
account :  He  was  famous  for  the  neatness  and  form  of  his 
hooks ;  when,  being  introduced  to  Prince  Eupert,  whose 
name  frequently  occurs  in  the  history  of  King  Charles 
the  First's  reign,  the  prince  communicated  to  him  a 
method  of  tempering  them,  which  has  been  continued  in 
the  family  to  this  time ;  there  being  a  lineal  descendant 
of  the  above-named  Charles  Kirby  now  (1760)  living  in 
Crowther's  Well-alley,  near  Aldersgate-street,  whose 
hooks,  for  their  shape  and  temper,  exceed  all  others." 

The  "  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria  "  says  that  a  copy 
of  the  third  edition  of  Walton's  "  Angler,"  which 
belonged  to  King  Charles  II.,  who  was  an  angler, 
was  in  the  library  at  Chatsworth.  Possibly  it  was 
a  present  from  Prince  Rupert,  as  he  knew  Kirby, 
who  knew  Walton.  R.  B.  Marston. 


School  Books,  Dictionakies,  AO.,  Including  Mr.  Jackson's 
Upright  Writing  Copy  Books,  In  English  and  other  Languages, 
publlahed  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Danstan's 
Huase,  Fetter  Lane,  London.   Can  be  had  on  application. 

FoREJQN  Books  and  Pkriodicai.s.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fas. 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  week 
Catalogue  gratis. 


SOME  TIPS  BY  A  VETERAN  CLEAR- 
WATER WORM  FISHERMAN. 
(Continued  from  page  19.) 

At  times,  in  the  Tweed  and  other  rivers  which 
are  tolerably  well  fished  by  all  and  sundry,  the 
trout,  even  in  the  proper  season,  come  short  at 
the  worm,  or  only  half  hook  themselves,  a 
condition  of  things  well  known  to  all  who  practice 
the  art,  and  who  are  "  far  ben  "  in  its  mysteries. 

In  such  a  case  it  is  just  worth  while  to  try 
spinning  the  worm  in  the  streams. 

In  doing  this  it  will  be  advisable  not  to  use  the 
very  smallest  hooks  on  the  Stew.art  tackle,  nor  the 
very  smallest  worms,  for,  first,  it  is  indispensable 
that  the  worm  should  spin  rapidly,  and  then  fair* 
sized  hooks,  No.  3  or  4  (Kendal  scale),  if  the 
worms  are  medium  sized,  will  be  sufficient  to  hook 
the  trout  as  they  dash  at  the  lure.  Very  small 
hooks  (1  and  2)  would  miss,  while  spinning,  many 
a  trout.  Of  course,  a  very  small  swivel  is  quite 
necessary,  the  smallest  size  made  by  Hutchinson, 
of  Kendal — not  brass,  but  blued  steel.  A  shot  will 
seldom  be  necessary.  Indeed,  one  more  swivel 
woxild  be  far  more  advisable,  and  is  often  much  to 
be  desired — in  a  deep,  strong  run — in  any  large 
volume  of  water,  like  the  Tay  or  the  Tweed.  In 
tributary  streams  ("  waters,"  as  they  are  called  in 
Scotland)  the  single  swivel  of  smallest  size 
(No.  12)  is  all  that  can  possibly  be  wanted.  The 
first  thing  is  to  make  sure  that  the  worm  spins 
well,  and  this  is  no  such  easy  matter.  As  a  rule, 
I  generally  find  that  the  upper  of  the  three  hooks 
of  the  Stewart  tackle  should  be  entered  quite  close 
to  the  head,  and  the  worm  should  be  nearly 
straight  to  the  second  hook ;  but  between  the 
second  and  third  hooks  the  worm  should  take  a 
spiral  form,  and  the  only  way  is  at  once  to  try  it, 
and  to  shift  the  bottom  hook  till  the  worm  spins 
like  a  top. 

If  it  is  used  before  it  spins  quite  freely,  the 
result  will  be  failure.  I  would  just  like  to  add, 
never  put  a  worm  on  without  partially  stunning 
it.  It  is  needlessly  cruel,  and  the  worm  is  apt  to 
tie  himself  in  a  knot,  especially  if  you  are  fishing 
with  very  fine  drawn  gut,  and  you  will  have  to 
change  your  worm,  as  he  will  soon  break  his  body 
in  pieces  on  the  sharp,  thin  drawn  gut.  In 
stunning  a  worm,  lay  him  in  the  hollow  of  the 
left  hand,  and  give  him  a  few  taps  with  the 
fingers  of  the  right.  I  have  at  times  kept  them 
in  the  hollow  of  the  left  hand,  and  with  the  right 
palm  so  held  that  it  is  also  hollow,  I  bring  the 
right  hand  smartly  down  on  the  left.  The  worm 
is  practically  never  touched  at  all  by  the  right 
palm,  but  the  concussion  of  the  air  after  one  or 
two  smacks  will  generally  suffice  to  stun  a  worm 
without  breaking  it,  which  is  the  thing  to  avoid. 

Newly  dug  worms  full  of  earth  easily  break,  and 
are  a  great  nuisance  to  the  clear-water  worm 
fisherman.    Prithee,  avoid  them  ! 

As  for  the  method  of  spinning  the  worm  itself 
in  the  stream,  it  can  be  spun  across  with  a  series 
of  draws,  or  fished  up  and  across ;  but  in  a 
favourable  spot  a  very  good  method  is  to  wade 
in  the  shallows,  and  switch  the  worm  upstream 
and  yet  across,  then,  lowering  the  point  of  the 
rod,  bring  it  downwards,  making  the  arc  of  a 
circle,  and  repeating  the  cast  at  each  step. 

I  very  often  use  one  of  these  tiny  blued  steel 
swivels  (No.  12)  when  fishing  upstream — when  a 
shot  would  be  an  advantage — and  I  very  much 
prefer  it  to  a  shot.  Can  anyone  doubt  that  a 
worm  deft  y  placed  near  a  wary  old  trout — and 
which  begins  to  revolve  gently  when  the  fisher- 
man lifts  his  rod  upwards — is  more  likely  to  con- 
ceal the  hooks  and  to  tempt  the  old  fox  than 
when  simply  placed  before  him  more  or  less 
motionless.  And  please  remember  that  the  worm, 
which  may  spin  rapidly  when  di-agged  sideways 
through  a  rough  stream,  when  thrown  right 
upstream  will  only  tiu-n  gently  round  and  roiind, 
and  more  than  this  would  not  be  advisable.  It 
gives  to  "  the  wriggling  wum  "  an  appearance  of 
life.  Anyone  who  runs  short,  and  has  to  use 
some  old  water-logged  worms,  knows  how  the 
trout  "  sn€eze"  as  they  come  close  to  their  noses  ; 
and,  as  all  know,  things  are  proved  by  their  oppo- 
sites.  By  the  way,  did  anyone  ever  do  any  real 
good  with  the  indiarubber  red-painted  worms  one 
sees  in  tackle  shops  ?  I  have  not  dared  to  try 
one.    I  do  not  mean  the  rubber  sand  eels. 

Those  who  fish  for  sea  trout,  sewin,  herling,  or 
any  sort  of  white  trout  should  give  my  spinning 
worm  a  trial  in  the  shallow  streams  when  the  fly 
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is  not  doing  well.  Few  ever  think  of  it.  N.B. — 
It  is  at  times  very  deadly  amongst  herling.  This 
"  tip  "  alone  is  worth  making  a  note  of.  And 
even  old  hands  may  do  worse  than  remember  that 
"  naethin'  beats  a  trial  "  in  this  connection. 

Good  burn  fishing  is  not  the  highest  branch  of 
the  art,  but  I  hold  that  it  is  the  very  poetry  of 
clear-water  worm  fishing. 

If  I  could  be  a  young  man  again,  I  really  think 
that  I  would  take  up  burn  fishing  as  my  own 
special  delight  and  my  dream  to  be  in  old  age. 
It  has  a  peculiar  fascination,  and  I  am  proud  to 
say  I  am  at  one  with  that  excellent  sportsman,  be 
it  with  dry  fly  or  wet  fly,  worm  or  minnow,  who 
still  occasionally  writes  to  the  F.  G.  under  the 
title  of  C.  Hevit,  "The  Hon.  Chaplain  of  the 
Fishing  Oazette,"  and  who  remembers  my  paternal 
grandmother  (who  was  a  personal  friend  of  his 
own  father),  which  is  more  than  I  do,  as  she 
lived  "owre  the  border  and  awa'"  when  I  was  a 
raw-boned  Scotch  laddie. 

Burn  fishing,  I  say,  is  a  fascinating  pursuit 
And  what,  pray,  constitutes  a  burn  ?  asks  some- 
one who  has  never  lived  in  the  "  land  o'  cakes  " 
and  "barley  bree."  I  will  try  to  answer  him. 
The  heads  of  all  our  Scottish  rivers  are  at  first 
only  burns,  and  at  times  they  are  many  in  these 
upland  regions.  There  are  burns,  however,  in  the 
more  lowland  portions  of  Scotland  as  well  as  in 
the  mountainous  regions,  but  they  differ  widely 
from  the  burns  which  run  from  every  little  valley 
amongst  the  hills.  Now,  if  once  a  young  angler 
took  to  burn  fishing  as  his  peculiar  hobby,  I 
distinctly  say  he  has  entered  on  an  earthly 
paradise  which  it  is  hard  to  beat.  I  know  of  no 
one  who  has  done  so.  and  I  hold  it  out  to  those 
who  have  youth,  time,  leisure,  and  money,  for  to 
do  it  well  a  man  would  have  to  travel  from  point 
to  point.  The  trout  do  not,  as  a  rule,  run  large. 
I  have  fished  a  burn  near  the  sea  where  the  trout 
were  red  fleshed  and  averaged  about  ^Ib. ;  but  this 
was  an  exception  to  the  rule.  There  is  an  infinite 
variety  in  burn  fishing.  In  the  low  grounds  the 
burns  have  different  characteristics — they  run 
slower  and  are  more  turbid,  sometimes  milky  if 
passing  through  clay,  but  by  no  means  always,  for 
at  times  they  are  as  clear  as  crystal. 

The  burns — "  many  muirs  an'  mosses  many,  O  " 
— are  apt  to  be  more  or  less  coloured  by  peat 
stain,  but  they  are  absolutely  charming,  with 
their  succession  of  pools  and  streams  and  tiny 
cascades,  and  now  and  then  one  comes  to  a  long, 
still  pool,  or  a  large  and  deep  pot  underneath 
some  high  cascade ;  and  here  the  wily  fisherman 
may  do  well  to  kneel  down,  and  fish  the  pool  up 
with  a  cast  of  hackled  flies.  He  can  still,  if  he 
lies  low,  fish  it  with  the  worm.  To  reverse  the 
process  would  be  a  mistake.  To  the  tired  brain, 
what  more  delightful  than  being  alone  with 
Nature,  up  some  wild,  lone  glen,  rod  in  hand ! 
The  music  of  the  water  is  of  itself  soothing ;  the 
cuckoo  and  moorcock  are  our  companions,  as  are 
also  the  water  ouzel  and  various  smaller  birds. 
Birch  trees  grow  in  clumps  here  and  there,  lend- 
ing beauty  to  the  banks. 

The  fisherman  requires  a  sinewy,  active  frame ; 
it  is  not  the  pastime  for  the  inactive  or  the  old 
and  feeble.  My  own  day  for  climbing  and  kneel- 
ing, and  so  forth,  I  confess,  is  over,  as  is  this 
paper.    E.  M.  Tod. 


THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  LIBRARY. 
{Continued  from  page  21.) 

By  Val  Conson. 

In  184)7  the  indefatigable  "Ephemera"  produced 
his  "  Handbook  of  Angling."  It  contains  a  long 
theoretic  dissertation  on  artificial  flies,  a  clear  and 
interesting  chapter  on  the  mechanics  of  the  art, 
and  a  list  of  some  sixty-eight  patterns,  with  the 
dressings.  This  author  was  all  for  "  exact  imita- 
tion." Another  edition  appeared  in  1848  with 
eighty-two  patterns,  and  third  and  fourth  in  1853 
and  18f).5  respectively. 

In  1847  there  also  appeared  the  very  artless 
work  of  Mr.  Soltan,  a  well-known  Devon  shird 
angler.  It  is  called  "  Trout  Flies  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall "  on  the  title  page,  but  inside  it  is  called 
"Treatise  on  Flyfishing."  It  is  full  of  irrele- 
vancies  from  start  to  finish,  and  its  only  value 
consists  in  its  coloured  plates  of  some  eighteeni 
flies.  The  reader  must,  however,  guess  of  wha<| 
materials  they  are  constructed.  I 

A  second  edition  appeared  in  1856.  j 


In  1849  appeared  a  work  called  "  Practical  Fly 
Fishing,"  by  "  Arundo,"  which,  although  neither 
scientific  or  accurate  in  many  respects,  impresses 
the  reader  with  the  capacity  of  the  author  and 
with  a  respect  for  his  short  list  of  by  no  means 
conventional  patterns.  There  is  nothing  in  it  of 
the  mechanics  of  fly  dressing.  There  has  been  a 
recent  reprint  of  this  work  (Methuen  and  Co., 
1893),  which  puts  it  within  the  reach  of  all. 

Another  and  still  more  remarkable  work  which 
appeared  in  1849  was  Hewett  Wheatiey's  "  Rod 
and  Line."  Wheatley  was  a  man  much  ahead  of 
his  time  in  many  ways.  He  advocated  eyed  hooks, 
and  described  and  illustrated  the  Red  Tag,  for  the 
title  of  inventor  of  which  many  claimants  were 
lately  contending  in  the  columns  of  the  Fieliing 
Gazette.  His  book  does  not  deal  with  the  ordinary 
trouting  flies,  but  after  a  chapter  on  "  Minnows 
and  Waterwitches  "  (as  he  calls  spinning  artificial 
minnows),  and  another  on  "The  Grasshopper, 
Cabbage,  and  other  Grubs,"  chiefly  as  bait  for 
grayling,  he  gives  a  most  interesting  and  valuable 
set  of  directions  for  imitating  beetles.  In  the 
following  chapter  on  "  Fancy  Flies "  he  gives 
some  eleven  patterns,  which  are  still  worth  a  trial. 
Among  them  are  the  Red  Tag  above  mentioned, 
the  Yellow  and  Orange  Partridge,  and  two  flies 
which  rather  suggest  than  imitate  the  Iron 
Blue  Dun.  But  he  admits  "many  of  the 
so-called  fancy  flies  have  their  prototypes 
in  nature.  The  term  fancy  fly  is  often  vulgarly 
applied  to  all  flies  whose  living  original  is 
unknown  to  the  angler."  In  the  next  chapter, 
on  "  Moths,"  the  author  anticipates  the  theories  of 
fly  dressing  lately  propounded  by  Mr.  Charles 
Walker  in  the  columns  of  Land  and  Water,  in  his 
lectures  to  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  in  his 
clever  volume,  "  Old  Flies  in  New  Dresses."  He 
recommends  the  dressing  of  large  Sedges  and 
Moths  in  the  position  of  rest.  The  last  chapter, 
on  "  Salmon  Fishing,"  is  one  with  which  we  have 
no  concern  here.  The  book  is  beautifully  illus- 
trated, and  is  written  with  much  caustic  wit  and 
spirit.  It  is  a  sound,  practical  work,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  it  has  not  been  reprinted. 

In  1851  appeared  anonymously  a  work  called 
"Fly  Fishing,"  published  by  Van  Voorst,  and 
chiefly  remarkable  for  five  eccentric  plates  of 
salmon  flies.  It  contains  more  of  other  matter 
than  of  fly  fishing.  But  in  the  parts  devoted  to 
trout  and  grayling  there  is  a  brief  list  of  flies 
with  their  dressings. 

In  1853  Michael  Theakston  published  his  "  List 
of  Natural  Flies,"  republished  in  1863  as  "  British 
Angling  Flies,"  and  again  in  1883  with  the  same 
title,  edited  by  Mr.  P.  M.  "Walbran.  The  book  is 
a  very  creditable  attempt  on  the  part  of  a  man 
who  had  had  no  scientific  education  to  describe 
the  natural  flies  which  are  imitated  by  anglers. 
There  are  black  and  white  illustrations  of  every 
fly,  very  well  drawn  indeed.  Theakston  had  a 
theory  of  his  own  as  to  nomenclature  of  flies. 
He  called  all  the  Ephemeridas  Drakes,  on  the 
analogy  of  the  Green  Drake,  probably  failing  to 
realise  that  the  Green  Drake  owed  its  name  to  the 
feather  with  which  it  was  dressed.  He  called  the 
Sedges  Duns,  the  Perlida'  Browns,  the  Tipulida; 
Spinners,  and  so  on.  His  system  has  not  caught 
on.  The  descriptions  he  gives  of  the  dressing  of 
flies  are  very  inadequate.  He  was  a  Yorkshii-e 
angler. 

Theakston  was  followed,  in  1854,  by  John  Jack 
son,  another  Yorkshire  angler,  with  a  capital  little 
illustrated  work  called  "  The  Practical  Flyfisher.' 
It  has  twice  been  republished,  once  in  1862  and 
again  in  1880.  In  1889  it  was  republished  at  the 
end  of  a  re-issue  of  Major's  edition  of  "  The  Coin- 
pleat  Angler."  There  are  some  brief  instructions 
tor  dressing  winged  and  hackled  trout  flies,  eked 
out  with  some  amusingly  primitive,  but  neverthe- 
less serviceable,  woodcuts.  Then  follow  a  series 
of  plates,  not  so  good  as  Ronald's,  none  too  well 
coloured,  but  still  of  some  value.  They  contain, 
side  by  side,  the  natural  flies  and  their  artificial 
imitations,  the  latter  drawn  with  little  pretence 
to  neatness  of  dressing,  but  most  evident  faith ^ 
fulness  of  drawing.  The  interleaved  letterpress 
describes  the  dressings — an  excellent  series. 

"  Rambles  and  Recollections  of  a  Flyfisher,"  by 
"  Clericus  "  (the  Rev.  W.  Cartwright),  appearetl 
in  the  same  year,  1854.  It  claims  to  contain  "  an 
appendix,  with  ample  instructions  to  the  novice; 
inclusive  of  fly  making  and  a  list  of  really  useful 
flies."  His  directions  are  very  simple.  His  list 
of  flies  is  a  good  one.  > 


In  1857  came  a  work  that  no  angler  on  wet-fly 
streams  should  be  without,  "  Stewart's  Practical 
Angler."  No  better  work  on  fishing  burns  has 
ever  been  published.  The  description  of  the 
methods  of  dressing  trout  flies,  simple  as  they 
are,  are  well  worth  learning.  Stewart's  list  is  a 
short  one,  comprising  three  winged  and  three 
hackled  flies.  These,  he  says,  are  sufiicient ;  but 
he  is  not  dogmatic,  and  he  does  not  deny  that 
other  patterns  will  catch  fish. 

In  the  following  year  appeared  "  The  Teesdale 
Angler,"  by  R.  Lakeland — an  ill-digested  collec- 
tion of  dressings,  thrown  together  anyhow  and 
full  of  repetitions.  It  was  apparently  got  by 
ringing  the  changes  of  different  coloured  silks 
with  different  hackles.  It  is  at  this  period  one 
notes  the  beginnings  of  the  prevalence  of  that 
style  of  fly  dressing  known  as  the  Yorkshire 
hackle  style.  It  is,  indeed,  singular  how  little 
earlier  authors  had  regarded  the  hackled  as  com- 
pared with  the  winged  fly. 

In  1861  "  Wade's  Halcyon  "  appeared.  It  con- 
tains some  fairly  lucid  directions  for  dressing 
flies,  and  some  miscellaneous  information  with 
regard  to  materials,  dyeing,  &c.  At  the  end  of 
the  book  there  is  a  plate  illustrative  of  certain 
processes  of  dressing,  and  five  plates  of  coloured 
illustrations,  roughly  done,  of  natural  and  arti- 
ficial flies.  The  text  contains  a  list  of  210  flies, 
the  longest,  I  believe,  and,  except  Lakeland's, 
perhaps  the  least  digested,  list  in  the  literature 
of  angling  with  the  fly.  They  are  placed  in  no 
sort  of  order,  and  there  are  cases  among  them  of 
mere  repetition. 

In  1863  a  small  volume  was  published,  called 
"Trout  Fishing  in  Rapid  Streams,"  by  H.  C. 
Cutcliffe,  F.R.C.S.  It  is  a  most  original  work, 
written  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  Devonshire 
fly  fisher,  and  it  contains  much  information  not 
to  be  found  elsewhere  as  to  breeding  fowls  for 
hackles,  and  the  collection  and  preparation  of 
materials  for  fly  dressing,  and  some  excellent 
instructions  for  dressing  the  large  hackled  flies 
affected  on  Devonshire  waters.  At  the  end  of  the 
book  is  a  list  of  Devonshire  flies  that  he  recom- 
mends. The  book  is  worth  reading  closely  from 
cover  to  cover.  A  fi-esh  edition  was  published  by 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low  and  Co.  in  1883. 

In  1865  and  1868  appeared,  in  New  York,  two 
editions  by  Robert  Barnwell  Roosevelt  of 
"  Superior  Fishing."  He  gives  a  poor  set  of 
instructions  for  dressing  flies.    He  adds  : 

The  various  flies  tliat  appear  upon  the  surface  of  the 
numerous  and  varying  waters  of  our  country,  from  the 
borders  of  Mexico  to  the  confines  of  Labrador,  would 
furnish  the  subject  for  an  instructive  and  interesting 
work. 

The  natural  flies,  whether  hatched  from  the  caddis  at 
the  bottom  of  the  streams,  or  from  the  burrows  in  the 
ground,  or  the  knots  on  the  limbs,  or  the  acorns  amid  the 
leaves  of  trees,  are  more  numerous  than  those  of  any 
European  country.  As  a  class  they  are  larger,  the 
Ephemerae  especially,  and  although  often  found  to  be 
similar  in  general  appearance,  furnish  many  species 
unknown  there.  They  have  never  been  properly  described 
and  classified,  and  no  satisfactory  work  has  been  written 
at  all  thorough  and  reliable  in  which  an  attempt  is  made 
to  record  their  nature  and  habits. 

(To  he  continued.) 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  USK. 

A  COUPLE  of  very  important  meetings  connected  with 
salmon  fishing  in  the  river  Uak  were  held  at  the  Great 
Western  Hotel,  Abergavenny,  on  Friday.  First  there 
was  a  joint  conference  of  representatives  of  the  Usk  and 
Ebbw  Board  of  Conservators,  the  United  Usk  Fishery 
Association,  and  of  the  River  Usk  fishery  owners.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Lord  Tredegar,  and  there  were_  also  in 
attendance  Sir  Joseph  Bailey  (now  Baron),  Captain  John 
Hotohkis,  Mr.  S.  H.  Cowper  Coles  (representing  the 
Marquess  of  Worcester),  General  Gillespie,  Major 
Williams,  Captain  Sandeman,  and  General  Sir  Charles 
Barnard,  together  with  the  clerk  (Mr.  Horace  S.  Lyne). 
The  question  which  the  conference  was  called  to  consider 
was  whether  it  was  desirable  to  acquire  the  stop  nets  in 
the  river.  It  was  generally  felt  that  it  would  be  to  the 
interests  of  all  fishermen  to  have  the  nets  under  the  con- 
trol of  one  body.  Colonel  Lyne,  it  was  stated,  had  already 
purchased,  on  behalf  of  trustees,  the  nine  nets  owned  by 
the  Marquess  of  Worcester.  The  trustees  to  whom  these 
are  to  le  handed  over  are  Lord  Tredegar.  Sir  Joseph 
Bailey  (now  Baron),  Mr.  A.  D.  Berrington,  Colonel  f.yne, 
and  Mr.  J.  C.  Hanbury,  of  Pontypool  Park.  Altogether 
there  were  eighteen  nets  on  the  river  Uek.  Nine  were 
held  by  the  Marquess  of  Worcester,  one  by  Eton  College, 
one  by  Mr.  Clifford  Cory,  two  by  Lord  Tredegar,  one  by 
Mr.  Riteley,  two  by  Mr.  Hanbury,  and  two  by  Sir 
Arthur  Mackwoith.  Already  the  Marquess  of  Worcester 
has  sold  his  nine,  Mr.  Clifford  Cory  has  agreed  to  sell  his, 
Mr.  Riseley  will  agree  to  continue  the  annual  tenancy  of 
his  in  the  hands  of  the  Fishery  Association,  Lord  Trede- 
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gar  has  agreed  to  grant  a  long  lease  of  his,  and  Mr.  Han- 
bary's  two  nets  are  included  in  the  lease  of  the  Crown 
fisheries,  now  held  by  the  association,  so  that  there  are 
only  three  others  to  be  dealt  with,  and  those  will  be  looked 
after  by  the  stop  net  joint  committee.  The  money  neces- 
sary to  be  raised  to  pay  for  the  rights  so  being  acquired  is 
£1800.  To  meet  this  sum  the  fishery  owners  above 
Abergavenny  have  promised  £700,  and  it  is  hoped  to  get 
£800  from  the  lower  fishery  owners.  Of  this  latter  sum 
£200  has  been  promised  by  Mr.  Hanbury,  and  £100  by 
the  Llanover  trustees.  It  is  hoped  that  the  remaining  £300 
will  be  obtained  from  the  association  members,  ticket 
holders,  and  the  smaller  fishery  owners.  Later  a  meeting 
of  the  Us^  and  Ebbw  Board  of  Conservators  was  held  at 
the  same  place,  Col.  Lyne  presiding.  Aiiaipg  out  of  the 
conference  of  the  representatives,  the  chairman  moved 
two  important  resolutions  in  accordance  with  notice,  and 
these  were  agreed  to,  viz. :  "  That  the  bye-law  made  by 
the  Boird  of  Conservators  for  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  Fishery 
District,  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1873,  being  bje-law 
No.  1  of  the  said  board ,  be  altered  so  that  such  bye-law  shall 
read  as  follows  :  '  The  termination  of  the  annual  close 
season  as  to  the  whole  of  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  Fishery 
District,  both  for  all  modes  of  salmon  fishing,  except  with 
the  rod  and  line,  and  as  regards  fishing  with  the  rod  and 
line,  is  hereby  altered  as  follows,  namely,  such  annual 
close  shall  terminate  on  the  1st  day  of  March  inclusive,'  " 
and  "  That  the  licence  duty  upon  stop  nets  within  the 
Usk  and  Ebbw  Fishery  District  be  increased  from  £5  to 
£7 103."   


PROSECUTION  BY  THE  GREAT  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  COMPANY. 
At  the  Bristol  Police  Court  recently,  before  Mr.  S. 
Wills  and  Col.  Coates,  WiUiam  Pole  was  summoned  for 
traveUing  upon  the  Great  Western  Railway  vrithout  having 
previously  paid  his  fare,  with  intent  to  avoid  payment 
of  it,  and  Herbert  Edward  Cole  was  summoned  for  aiding 
and  abetting  him  in  this  offence.  Mr.  Hart  (Messrs 
Osborne,  Ward,  Vassall,  and  Co.)  proseouled  on  behalf  of 
the  Great  Western  Eailway  Company,  stating  that  the 
facts  of  the  case  were  somewhat  peculiar.  It  was_  not  an 
ordinary  offence  of  travelling  on  the  railway  without  a 
ticket,  because  Pole  had  a  ticket,  althoueh  not  a  correct 
one.  In  Bristol  there  was  a  club  called  the  Golden  Carp 
Angling  Association,  which  was  affiliated  to  the  Provincial 
AngliD?  Association,  whose  headquarters  were  at  Birming- 
ham. The  Great  Western  Company  made  great  concessions 
to  the  Provincial  Association,  and  allowed  bond  fide  mem- 
bers to  travel  to  stations  on  their  line  at  a  fare  and  a 
quarter  for  the  return  journey.  The  Golden  Carp  Associa- 
tion being  affiliated  to  it,  their  members  enjoyed  the  same 
privileges.  When  a  man  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
association  he  was  sent,  from  Birmingham,  a  member's 
travelling  card,  or  tablet,  so  that  when  he  applied  at  a 
railway  station  for  an  angling  ticket,  and  produced  the 
tablet,  he  obtained  his  ticket  at  a  fare  and  a  quarter. 
On  Sunday  morning,.  October  2.3rd,  the  defendant  Pole 
was  seen  at  Temple  Meads  by  one  of  the  Angling  Associa- 
tion's servants  to  take  a  ticket  to  travel  by  the  slow  early 
Weymouth  train.  He  was  heard  to  ask  at  the  booking  office 
for  an  angler's  ticket,  and  he  produced  an  angler's  tablet. 
Evidence  would  be  called  to  show  Pole  was  not  a  member 
of  the  association,  and  not  entitled  to  the  angler's  tablet. 
He  had  formerly  been  a  member,  and  would  therefore 
know  the  rules  of  the  association.  'The  defendant  Cole  had 
lent  Pole  his  ticket.  When  an  inspector  of  the  company 
subsequently  spoke  to  Pole,  he  replied  that  he  had  got  the 
ticket  for  Cole,  but  Cole  was  not  at  the  station  that  morn- 
ing. When  Cole  was  questioned  by  the  Angling  Associa- 
tion he  made  four  different  statements.  At  first  he  denied 
lending  the  ticket,  then  that  Pole  had  asked  him  for  it, 
that  he  had  gone  by  an  earlier  train  that  morning — (there 
wag  no  earlier  train) ;  and  also  that  Pole  had  made  a  fool 
of  him.  Mr.  Hart  read  a  letter  that  Cole  had  written  to 
the  Angling  Association  admitting  that  he  had  lent  bis 
tablet.  John  Clements,  a  member  of  the  Bristol  Golden 
Carp  Angling  Association,  said  on  Sunday  morning, 
October  2.3rd,  he  was  at  the  Temple  Meads  station  and  saw 
Pole  go  to  the  ticket  window  with  an  angler's  tablet  in  his 
hand,  and  ask  for  an  angling  ticket  either  for  Freshford  or 
Bradford.  Cole  was  not  at  the  station  that  morning.  On 
the  Sunday  previous  to  this  he  had  heard  Pole  ask  at  the 
booking  ctfice  for  two  angling  tickets,  but  as  he  had  not  a 
tablet  with  him,  the  clerk  refused  them.  Fredeiick  Guy, 
booking  clerk,  said  that  on  the  Sunday  morning  in  question 
he  did  not  issue  any  ordinary  tickets  to  either  Freshford, 
Bradford,  or  Limpley  for  the  early  Weymonth  train. 
Richard  Dix  Frost,  president  of  the  Golden  Carp  Associa- 
ticn,  fctatedthat  Cole,  on  23rd  October,  was  a  member  of  the 
association,  and  was,  therefore,  enabled  to  purchase  an 
aogler's  ticket  at  a  railway  station.  There  was  a  rule  of  the 
association  that  no  member  of  the  association  should  use 
his  tablet  except  when  going  fishing,  nor  lend  it  to  anyone 
else.  Pole  was  not  a  member  of  the  association,  but  had 
been  two  years  ago.  Witness  further  corroborated  Mr. 
Hart's  statement,  and  added  that  Cole's  tablet  had  now 
been  forfeited.  William  Thomas  Forrester,  chief  inspector 
on  the  G.W  J{.,  also  gave  evidence  in  support  of  Mr. 
Hart's  statement.  Wm.  Pole,  having  been  sworn,  said  he 
lived  at  102,  Newfoundland-road.  He  borrowed  the  ticket 
from  Cole  about  the  2l3t  of  October  to  have  a  day's  fishing, 
thinking  that  as  he  was  a  hond  fiih:  angler  ho  was  entitled 
to  use  the  ticket.  He  asked  for  an  angler's  ticket  at  the 
booking  office.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Hart :  He  had  asked  for  an 
angler's  ticket  on  the  previous  Sunday,  but  as  he  had  not 
a  tablet  with  him  it  was  refused.  Herbprt  Edward  Cole,  a 
butcher,  living  at  Cranbrook-road,  said  that  a  day  or  so 
previous  to  the  2.'ird  October  Pole  borrowed  his  tablet, 
saying  he  wanted  it  for  a  friend  who  had  been  proposed  as 
a  member  of  the  association,  but  who  bad  not  yet  received 
bis  tablet  from  Birmingham.  Witness  knew  Pole  had  been 
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a  member  of  the  elub,  and  had  been  led  to  believe  he  was 
still  a  member.  He  knew  he  did  wrorg  in  lending  his 
ticket,  even  (as  he  thought)  to  another  member,  but 
intended  it  as  a  kindness  to  a  new  member.  The  bench 
said  the  offences  had  been  committed,  and  the  defendants 
would  be  fined  403.  and  costs  each. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at 
the  Cannon-street  Hotel,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  reports  from  stations  were  read.  Several 
members  reported  indifferent  sport  from  Deal,  An  inte- 
resting discussion  took  place  on  wire  lines.  Mr.  11.  J. 
Gordon  showed  a  winch  in  which  the  barrel  was  built  up 
with  wine  corks,  so  that  the  drum  was  greatly  increased 
and  at  the  same  time  allowed  the  salt  water  to  run  away. 
Mr.  Hearder's  letter  in  the  PiMug  Gazette  was  read,  and 
it  seemed  the  feeling  of  members  that  Mr.  Hearder  ought 
to  have  stated  when  and  where  the  wire  lines  were  used 
that  he  refers  to.  Mr.  Ormiston,  who  was  present, 
stated,  in  reply  to  a  distinct  query,  that  he  was  of  opinion 
that  phosphor-bronze  wire  for  sea  fishing  had  certainly  not 
been  used  for  winch  lines,  being  only  introduced  during 
the  last  ten  years.  Mr.  Handley  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  no  lectures  had  been  given  during  the  year, 
and  asked  that  the  hon.  sec,  should  lead  off.  A 
formal  resolution  to  this  effect  was  then  passed.  The  hon. 
sec.  stated  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  do  so  at  an  early  date. 
The  chairman  mentioned  that  he  would  bring  the  matter 
before  the  next  committee.  The  hon.  sec.  announced  that 
Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  would  read  a  paper  before  the  society  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  1,  on  "  Fish  Hooks."  This  would  be 
followed  at  an  early  date  by  a  paper  on  "  The  Ramblings 
of  a  Sea  Angler,"  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Mathews.  The  usual 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Chaelks  S.  Patteeson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  a  largely  attended  meeting  at  headquarters.  Masons' 
Hall  Tavern,  Masons'-avenue,  E.C.,  Mr.  Mark  Davies 
occupied  the  chair.  A  quantity  of  business  was  trans- 
acted, the  drawing  up  of  the  committee's  report  for  1898, 
and  the  programme  (provisional)  for  1899.  This  will  be 
issued  towards  the  end  of  next  month,  and  suggestions  for 
the  improvement  of  same  are  invited  from  every  member. 
There  are  several  vacancies  for  paper  readings,  and  the 
committee  would  be  glad  to  receive  the  names  of  any 
gentlemen  who  would  te  willing  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  society  by  volunteering  to  read  us  a  paper — not  of 
necessity  to  be  upon  piscatorial  matters.  Two  gentlemen 
were  unanimously  elected  members  of  the  society,  and 
another  nominated  for  membership.  Mr.  H.  Short 
reported  some  roach  from  the  Stour.  Mr.  P.  Gray,  from 
Leigh,  two  dozen  dabs,  in  very  rough  weather ;  and  from 
the  Thames  221b.  of  good  roach.  The  event  of  the 
evening,  a  paper  entitled  "  Rain  and  Rivers,"  was  then 
forthcoming.  It  was  delivered  by  our  old  friend,  Mr. 
James  Tayler  ("  Red  Palmer").  He  discoursed  at  very 
great  length  upon  the  subject.  It  would  be  impossible  in 
the  space  at  my  command  to  give  the  details.  SufBcient 
to  say  that  the  large  audience  were  more  than  interested. 
Several  gentlemen  discoursed  upon  the  different  subjects 
touched  upon  by  the  lecturer,  and  at  the  conclusion  a, 
most  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him  for  his 
labours.  Several  items  of  interest  were  discussed,  after 
which  the  usual  toasts  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  concluded  a  model  Gresham  evening. 

Alex.  Weight,  Hon.  Sec. 


BRIGHTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  was  held 
recently  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Mr. 
Oxboriow  presiding.  "The  quarterly  and  yearly  balance- 
sheets  were  read  by  the  secretary  (Mr.  Martin),  showing  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £27  ISs.  lid.  Mr.  Kempshall 
(auditor)  proposed  that  the  balance-sheets  should  be 
paEsed,  which  was  unanimously  accepted.  Mr.  Mcfarlane 
(vice-chairman)  brought  before  the  members  the  advisability 
of  introducing  influential  outside  angle  rj  to  assist  in 
forming  a  preservation  board  for  the  river  Adur.  He  said 
"  that  it  would  be  an  expensive  undertaking  for  the 
association  to  bear  on  its  own  shoulders."  It  was  decided 
that  a  meeting  should  be  called  for  Tuesday,  Jan.  24,  at 
8  30,  to  discuss  the  matter.  Mr.  Pain  proposed  that  ladies 
should  be  admitted  into  the  a ssc elation  as  honorary 
members  for  the  sum  of  Is.  per  year,  which  would  entitle 
them  to  the  railway  privilege  ticket.  This  proposition  was 
supported  by  all,  and  twelve  lady  members  were  enrolled 
the  same  evening.  The  following  officers  were  elejted  for 
the  ensuing  year :  Gerald  Loder,  Esq.,  M.P.,  president; 
Rev.  J.  Goring  and  Sir  Joseph  Ewart,  vice-presidents ; 
Mr.  Oxborrow,  chairman  ;  Mr.  Mcfarlane,  vice-chairman ; 
Messrs.  Pain,  Hall,  King,  Doughty,  and  Sickelmore,  com- 
mittee ;  Messrs.  Kempehall  and  Quinn,  auditors  ;  Mr.  A. 
Bunting,  treasurer ;  Mr.  Stevens,  trustee ;  Mr.  W. 
Martin,  hon.  secretary;  Mr.  Saunders,  assistant  hon. 
secretary.  Members  please  note  that  1898  privilege  tickets 
are  now  cancelled.  Tickets  for  1899  can  now  be  obtained 
by  paid-up  members  from  the  secretary,  at  headquarters, 
every  Tuesday  night,  at  8. .30.  W.  M.  Maetin. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  flourishing  fishing  club  was 
held  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel  on  Thursday  evening.  Mr.  R. 
J.  Watkins,  superintendent  registrar  for  Cardiff  district, 
occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  gocd  attendance  of 
members.  Dr.  Taylor  was  re-elected  president  of  the 
society,  and  Messrs  Lascellea  Carr,  David  Duncan,  John 
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Mander,  Colonel  Gaskell,  Major  Rigg,  and  Councillor 
Gerhold  were  re-elected  vice-presidents.  Mr.  Richard 
Harris  was  re-elected  hon.  treasurer,  and  Messrs  W.  H. 
Burrows,  and  Ernest  Webster  were  elected  as  joint  hon. 
secretaries,  and  M.  J.  T.  Williams  auditor.  The  relations 
of  the  society  with  the  Taff  and  Ely  Fishing  Associition 
and  with  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  continue  to 
be  of  a  cordial  character,  and  the  society  will  fish  the  first 
named  association's  waters  on  the  same  terms  as  last  year. 
The  annual  subscription  will  remain  at  as.  as  heretofore. 
The  society,  in  entering  on  the  ninth  year  of  its  existence, 
has  before  it  a  full  programme,  and  many  new  features  of 
benefit  to  anglers  generally,  not  only  in  Cardiff  but 
throughout  the  Principality.  It  was  proposed  to  give  up 
some  of  the  Rumney  waters  now  rented  by  the  society  in 
fsvour  of  some  more  desirable  fishings  which  the  com- 
mittee have  in  view.  It  was  arranged  to  hold  the  annual 
dinner  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  the  headquarters  of  the 
so'iiety,  on  Wednesday,  February  8th,  Application  for 
membership  and  all  communicitions  relative  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  society  should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  W,  H, 
Burrows,  66,  Con  way -road,  Cardiff. 


GREAT  YARMOUTH  SONS  OF  NEPTUNE 
ANGLING  SOCIETY, 

ANNUAL  MEETING, 
The  annual  meeting  in  connection  with  the  above 
society  was  held  at  the  clubhouse,  Northquay,  on  Monday 
evening.  Mr.  J,  S,  Bartram,  the  chairman  of  the  society, 
presided,  Mr.  8.  Mobbs  occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  there 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members.  The  first  business 
was  to  consider  the  question  of  raising  the  subscription  of 
the  society,  and  after  a  ditcussion  it  was  unanimously 
decided  to  increase  the  angling  subscription  to  2s.  6d., 
whilst  non-angling  members  will  pay  the  same  subscrip- 
tion as  has  previously  been  in  force.  The  secretary  next 
gave  his  report  and  balance-sheet,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  society  had  just  entered  upon  its  seventh  year. 
The  present  year's  accounts  compared  very  favourably 
with  any  previous  one.  They  had  a  membership  of  107, 
which  was  a  reduction  on  1897.  Several  members,  however, 
had  not  yet  paid  their  subscriptions,  but  would  probably  do 
so  if  asked.  During  the  past  season  seven  matches  had 
been  held,  four  fresh  and  three  salt  water.  The  first 
named  took  place  at  Potter  Heigham,  FrittDn,  Acle,  and 
Ormesby,  whilst  the  three  latter  were  held  on  Breydon 
(2)  and  Oaister  Beach.  There  had  also  been  an  improve- 
ment in  the  gross  catch  of  fresh-water  fish,  for  in  the  four 
matches  2281b.  lljoz.  were  weighed-in.  The  salt-water 
matches  had  not  bean  so  successful,  as  only  731b.  14Joz. 
were  landed  in  the  three  contests.  In  the  seven  com- 
petitions held  fifty  members  turned  out  at  one  or  more  of 
them,  whilst  altogether  180  entries  had  been  received,  an 
average  of  nearly  twenty-six  per  match.  Nearly  £20  had 
been  given  in  cash  or  kind  as  prizes,  and  of  this  amount 
£10  163.  6d.  had  been  presented  to  the  society  by  gentle- 
men  interested  in  it.  Early  in  the  season  Mr.  W.  T. 
Nicholls  had  presented  them  with  a  handsome  silver 
cup.  This  had  been  fished  for  four  times,  Messrs. 
D.  Houghton  (2),  H.  Grimmer,  and  G.  Himpleman 
respectively  having  been  the  winners,  the  last  named  being 
the  holder  until  next  year.  In  the  competition  for  this 
trophy  they  had  raised  the  scale  of  fish  to  be  weighed-in, 
and  it  had  worked  very  satisfactorily.  The  society's 
challenge  cup  had  been  won  by  Messrs.  J.  George,  F. 
Downing,  D.  Houghton,  and  G.  Himpleman.  In  the 
competition  for  the  association  shield  they  had  not  taken  a 
very  prominent  position,  but  he  (the  secretary)  hoped  that 
they  might  be  more  successful  this  year.  The  report  and 
accounts  having  been  adopted,  the  election  of  ofiioers  was 
next  proceeded  with,  with  the  following  result ;  Mr.  J.  .S. 
Bartram  having  decided  to  relinquish  the  position  of 
chairman,  which  he  had  held  nearly  threa  years,  Mr.  S. 
Mobbs  was  appointed  in  his  place,  whilst  Mr.  W.  Breezs 
was  elected  vice-chairman.  The  treasurer  (Mr.  J.  Harris) 
and  secretary  (Mr.  E.  W.  Buckle)  were  both  re-elected. 
Messrs.  R.  Bammant  and  H.  G.  Buglass  were  elected 
auditors.  The  general  committee  were  constituted  as 
follows:  Messrs.  F.  Mobbs,  P.  Downing,  R.  Rowlett, 
J.  S.  Bartram,  W.  Budds,  A.  Bensley,  H.  G.  Buglass,  E. 
Plummer,  and  H.  Rudd.  The  angling  committee  elected 
were;  Messrs.  G.  Thompson,  S.  Mobbs,  F.  Downing, 
J.  S.  Bartram,  S.  Layton,  W.  Pje,  G.  Himpleman,  H.  G. 
Buglass.  and  D.  Houghton.  Messrs.  J.  Harris,  S.  Mobbs, 
and  E.  W.  Buckle  were  elected  as  delegates  to  the  Yar- 
mouth and  Gorleston  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association. 
The  secretary  having  reported  the  death  of  a  member 
(Mr.  W.  Sharman,  of  Southtown),  which  had  occurred  the 
previous  day,  the  society  decided  to  show  their  sympathy 
and  lespsct  for  the  deceased  by  purchasing  a  wreath. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  officers  and  to  the  prize 
doners  concluded  the  meeting.  E.  W.  Buckle. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Me.  W.  H.  Beckett  occupied  the  chair  on  Monday 
evening  last  at  the  January  delegate  meeting  of  this 
association.  The  minutes  of  the  last  delegate  meeting, 
general  committee,  renting  and  preservation  commiitea 
were  read,  and  in  the  latter  minutes  the  cost  of  the  netting 
at  Tottenham  reservoirs  was  mentioned,  the  sime  amount- 
ing to  £85  5s.  2d.  It  was  also  stated  that  Messrs.  W. 
Westbury,  T.  Harris,  H.  Hartwell,  and  F.  Lucas  had  been 
elected  hon.  bailiffs  to  the  Giand  Junction  and  Slough 
Canal.  The  visiting  officers  gave  their  reports.  Mr.  G. 
Manning  stated  that  he  had  had  no  visit  since  the  last 
meeting;  the  next  one  will  be  to  the  Stepney  Angling 
Society  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  23.  Mr.  Abrahams 
reported  that  his  next  visit  would  go  to  the  Islington 
Brothers'.  Mr,  T,  R.  La  Mond  (Clissold  A.S.)  was  elected 
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Tisiting  officer  of  the  Tottenham  Suburban  List  on  the  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Abrahams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Rowles.  The 
chairman  read  a  letter  from  the  Midland  Railway,  which 
stated 'hat  in  reply  to  their  application  for  Shefford,  on 
their  line,  they  had  issued  notice  to  grant  anglers  tickets  to 
that  station  for  os.  A  complaint  was  made  by  a  member,  Mr. 
Haynes  (Crown  and  Bnckland),  that  he  had  been  turned 
away  from  the  assnciation's  fishery  at  Wormingford,  as  a 
society  called  the  Merry  Anglers  claimed  it  as  their  fishery. 
The  secretary  was  instructed  to  see  into  the  matter,  and 
will  report  at  the  next  meeting.  Mr.  Knight  proposed, 
and  Mr.  Ford  seconded,  that  application  be  made  to  the 
Sonth-Eastern  Railway  to  issue  cheap  tickets  to  Maidstone. 
Thirty-eight  clubs  were  represented.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. 

Hon.  Reporteh. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
on  Monday  evening  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  Major 
Graham  Gtordon  presiding.  There  was  a  very  large  attend- 
ance of  member?.  The  auditors,  Messrs.  C.  C.  Blundell 
and  F.  G.  Bridgman,  presented  their  statement  of 
accounts  for  the  past  year,  showing  a  small  balance  to 
the  good  after  paying  all  liabilities.  After  a  short  dis- 
cussion the  accounts  were  duly  passed,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  G.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley. 
The  committee  and  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then 
elected  by  ballot,  and  will  be  as  follows :  Mr.  T.  R. 
Sachs  (president),  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  (vice-president), 
Mr.  E.  Foreman  (hon.  treasurer),  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy 
(hon.  secretary),  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  (hon.  librarian),  Dr. 
Chas.  S.  Patterson  (hon.  curator),  Messrs.  C.  Butler  and 
C.  C.  Blundell  (auditors) ;  and  committee,  Messrs.  H.  H. 
Brown,  F.  G.  Bridgman,  C.  H.  Bywaters,  W.  Edmonds, 
E.  K.  Foreman,  E.  M.  Mayes,  C.  Stallibrass,  Frank 
Ward,  Chas.  H.  Wheeley,  Chas.  E.  Walker,  R.  Clay,  and 
Neville  Davis.  A  resolution,  proposed  by  Dr.  C.  S. 
Patterson  and  seconded  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman,  was 
unanimously  passed  that  an  expression  of  condolence  be 
forwarded  to  the  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  from 
the  members  assembled,  on  his  trying  illness,  accompanied 
with  a  hope  that  he  would  soon  be  amongst  them  again. 
Mr.  J.  Flower  was  duly  elected  a  new  member  by 
ballot. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  E.  McFee,  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  C. 
Blundell,  that  the  hour  of  meeting  be  altered  from  8  p.m. 
to  8.30  p.m.  was  carried,  as  also  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  new  member.s  joining  after  Aug.  1  should  pay  only 
half  the  yearly  subscription,  viz.,  £1  lis.  6d.,  with  the 
usual  entrance  fee  of  a  guinea. 

With  reference  to  the  acquisition  of  new  water  for  trout 
and  coarse  fishing,  it  was  explained  that,  owing  to  the 
fact   of   the    society    having,    as    the   chairman  put 
it,    "  no  concrete   individuality,"  a  lease    could  not 
b?    granted    to    it  direct,   and,   as    a  consequence, 
Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell  and  E.  Foreman  had  taken  for 
a  long  term  of  years  the  famous  fishery  on  the  Colne 
at  Uxbridge,  known  as  Dr.  Ramsgill's  water,  as  trustees 
for  the  Piscatorial  Society.    If  the  lattei*  found  that  their 
finances  permitted  them  to  take  the  water  over  from 
the  lessees  named,  the  operation  would  be  effected  by  a 
declaration  of  trust,  which  would  state  that  so  long  as  the 
society  paid  the  rent  to  Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell  and  Foreman 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  they  had  in  the  water  would  be 
enjoyed  by  the  members.  The  chairman  explained  the  legal 
aspect  of  the  case,  and  the  question  of  ways  and  means  was 
fully  gone  into.  It  was  felt,  however,  that  until  some  of  the 
waters  which  the  society  at  present  holds  are  given  up,  the 
income  available  for  water  renting  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  cover  the  additional  expense  of  the  new  water.    To  get 
over  this  difficulty  a  number  of  members  at  once  subscribed 
their  names  to  a  guarantee  fund  to  provide  the  sinews  of 
war.    Dr.  Patterson  moved,  and  Mr.  G.  Smith  seconded, 
however,  that  any  deficiency  in  the  rent  should  be  taken  from 
the  reserve  fund.    The  chairman,  as  hon.  solicitor  of  the 
society, although  ho  thought  that  if  there  was  a  deficit  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  they  could  show  that  it  was  not  likely  to 
be  a  lasting  one,  resulting  from  the  exceptional  case  of 
having  waters  on  their  hands  which  they  could  not  at  once 
give  up,  they  could  draw  upon  the  fund  to  meet  such 
deficiency.  On  the  other  hand,  it  it  was  to  be  an  enduring 
deficit,  he  did  not  think  they  could  touch  the  fund  alluded 
to  to  provide  for  it.    In  any  case,  until  they  knew  what 
the  deficit  was  at  the  end  of  the  year,  they  could 
not  pass  a  vague  resolution  like  the  one  suggested.  An 
amount  must  be  specified.    Thereupon  Mr.  C.  Stallibrass 
moved,  Mr.  K.  Bradford  seconded,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  that  the  society  take  the  water  secured 
by  Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell  and  E.  Foreman  at  Uxbridge  ; 
the  lessees  giving  the  society  the  whole  of  their  privileges, 
with  the  exception  that  the  control  of  the  fishing  hut  was 
to  be  vested  in  the  two  gentlemen  named.    A  very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell  and 
B.  Foreman  for  the  energetic  steps  they  had  taken  to 
obtain  such  a  splendid  stretch  of  water  for  the  use 
of    members.      It    is    expected   that    the  members 
will   be   able   to   fish   the   new   water   in   about  a 
month's  time,  but  they  will  receive  the  earliest  possible 
intimation  on  this  head  from  the  hon.  secretary.    No  one, 
however,  will  be  allowed  to  fish  without  a  special  permit, 
and  until  the  current  year's  subscription  of  llircc  guineas 
(not  two  guineas)  is  paid.    The  recommendation  of  the 
committee  that  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  and  Dr.  Coates  be  placed 
on  the  Hat  of  hon.  members  was  agreed  to,  and,  after  the 
chairman  had  been  warmly  thanked  for  presiding,  the 
meeting  closed  shortly  before  midnight. 

M.  G.  E.  Di:  C. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post' card  to  the  Manager  of  tht  FiSHlNfi 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  Hvvse,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  Higrh  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  lugli  water  in  the  'i'haines  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  tinie  of  liigh  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  rbn  min.  for  Kew. 

.  .  jJ40   ,,     ,     Putney.  AHri3^^    >>     v  Bichmond. 

■^•^"iw         ,,  Hammersmith,  -^""IsO    „     „  Twickenham. 
(50    ,,     „   Barnes.  V8.5    ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

E.XAMPLK  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  R5  minutes  later. 

N.B  — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Watbe  at  London  Beidqe. 

Slomlng.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Jan.  21    9.  4    9.45 

Sunday,       „   22    10.28    U.  9 

Monday.      „    23    11.46    — 

Tuesday,      „    24   0.21    0.50 

Wednesday,  „   26   ;   1.14    1..3G 

Thursday,    „    28   1.56    2.14 

Friday,       ,,   27  .,   2.30    2.46 

HlQH  WATER  AT  AMBBBLBY  AND  PULBOROUQH. 

Morning.  •  Evenlnir. 

Saturday,  Jan.  21    9.44    10.25 

Sunday,       „    22    11.  8    11.4!) 

Monday,      „    23    12. 2G    0.40 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— At  the  time 
of  writing  my  general  remarks  last  week  there  was  every 
hope  of  the  anglers  doing  some  good  business  in  the  river 
at  the  end  of  the  week  ;  but  since  then  it  has  occasioned 
nothing  but  the  greatest  disappointment.  There  has  not 
only  been  some  heavy  showers  of  rain,  but  the  mott 
disastrous  gales  and  a  tremendous  stream  of  water.  The 
old  days  of  work  came  with  great  force  to  my  mind,  with 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a  personal  and  practical  visitation 
to  the  river,  or  as  near  as  I  could  get  to  the  flooded 
portion,  and  the  desirability  to  watch  and  prepare  for  the 
work  to  follow,  when  both  men  and  nets  would  be 
required  on  its  return  to  recover  the  fish  that  had  been 
drawn  away  from  the  parent  stream,  and  it  was  a  sight  to 
witness  the  priming  of  the  fish  in  the  meadows  and  lands 
adjoining.  In  addition  to  the  staff  of  wholly  paid  keepers, 
the  fishermen  were  always  found  ready  to  assist  in  securing 
the  safety  of  the  fish.  One  occasion  comes  strongly 
to  my  recollection  in  some  meadows  near  to  Shep- 
perton  Lock,  where  _  some  pools  had  been  left 
behind  full  of  fish  life,  and,  thanks  to  the  willing 
and  able  services  of  George  Rosewell,  the  late  David 
Hackett,  and  others,  large  quantities  of  good  fish  were 
netted  out  and  placed  with  safety  in  the  pr«per  channel. 
I  could  mention  others  who  came  forward  in  other  portions 
of  the  river  to  do  similar  work,  and,  speaking  of  the  fisher- 
men generally,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  them  for  the  help 
they  were  always  ready  to  give  me  in  the  work  of  river 
preservation.  The  tidal  waters  were  always  a  source  of 
very  great  anxiety  in  the  time  of  a  flood  by  the  fish  getting 
into  the  meadows,  and  the  work  it  necessitated  in  their 
recovery,  and  the  names  of  Kit  Brown  and  the  late 
George  Howard  are  most  prominent  for  help  in  that 
direction.  In  a  previous  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
I  referred  to  the  steps  taken  by  the  Thames  Con- 
servators at  the  present  time  to  prevent  anything  like  a 
recurrence  of  the  floods  of  byegone  days,  and  the  anxiety  of 
the  officials  of  the  T.A.P.S.  is  greatly  relieved,  but  the 
associations  in  the  Upper  Thames  still  find  it  necessary 
after  a  pressure  of  water  to  net  the  ditches  and  other 
tributaries  for  any  stray  fish.  The  river  is  not  only  high, 
but  the  water  very  thick. — B. 

—  (Datchet). — John  Keene  says  :  "I  have  been  out 
one  day  with  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Herbert,  who  creeled 
301b.  of  roach  and  a  chub  of  4Jlb.,  several  of  the  roach 
weighing  lib.  each ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  George 
Shepherd,  401b.  of  roach,  a  great  many  of  them  weighing 
over  lib.  each.   The  water  is  now  very  thick." — B. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne,  writing 

on  Monday  evening,  says:  "  Owing  to  the  heavy  rain 
there  has  not  been  anything  done.  The  weirs  are  all 
drawn,  and  the  water  has  risen  5ft.  3in.,  and  it  is  still  on 
the  rise.  It  looks  more  like  high  flood.  There  will  not  be 
any  fishing  in  the  Thames  for  the  next  fortnight  if  the 
weather  keeps  fine." — B. 

  (Henley). — Jan.  19. — The  continued  heavy  rain 

has  brought  the  river  up  bank  high.  In  places  it  has 
overflown,  but  am  pleased  to  say  to  no  serious  extent  in 
this  district  at  present.  Both  Marsh  and  Hambleien 
Weirs  are  drawn,  and  a  tremendous  stream  running.  I 
need  hardly  say  that  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
sport,  although  one  or  two  anglers  have  braved  the  storms. 
It  should  be  good  when  the  water  fines  down  again — 
when. — Stanley  Mead. 

—  (Kingston). — John  Johnson  during  the  week, 
seventeen  bream,  twelve  dozen  of  roach,  and  one  brace  of 
jack,  the  largest  roach  weighing  lib.,  and  two  of  the 
largest  bream  41b.  each.  The  bank  anglers  have  been 
getting  a  few  roach  and  bream.  The  water  is  high  and 
thick.— B. 

— -  (Teddington). — There  are  no  reports  of  angling 
interest,  and  W.  McBride  has  been  getting  a  few  lamperns. 
— B. 

—  (Twickenham).  —  The  principal  item  of  river 
news  which  Mr.  John  Spong  could  give  me  en  Tuesday 
morning  was  the  appearance  of  a  seal  and  a  porpoise, 
which  have  been  roaming  about  there  and  Teddington 


this  last  week.  One  of  his  men,  who  had  seen  the  former, 
estimated  its  weight  at  Jcwt.  It  was  seen  on  Monday 
morning  opposite  the  residence  of  Mr.  Labouchere,  and 
on  Tuesday  near  the  ferry.  I  was  sorry  to  learn  the 
Acton  Anglers,  in  their  competition  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  had  been  unfortunate  through  the  bad  state  of  the 
river.  One  of  the  members,  only  three  bream  ;  another, 
seven  dozen  of  gudgeon  in  the  shallows ;  and  another, 
only  two.  Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden  Smith  told  me  he  had  been 
out  one  day,  and  only  landed  a  few  pope.  A  gentleman 
fishing  with  R.  Spong,  close  by,  caught  a  jack  of  2ilb. 
with  pearl  barley  ;  and  I  also  heard  of  one  of  the  residents, 
fishing  from  his  river  steps,  creeling  a  jack  of  31b.  with 
bread.  It  was  the  opinion  the  flood  waters  would  do  good 
for  this  portion  of  the  river,  and  bring  some  good  down 
from  the  upper  waters.  The  reports  from  the  fishermen 
were  as  follows  :  C.  Browne,  one  day,  eight  fine  bream  ; 
R.  Moffatt,  three  bream  and  a  tew  nice  roach ;  G. 
Chamberlain,  three  dozen  of  fine  roach;  and  George 
Coxen,  three  bream  and  one  dozen  of  dace. — B. 

  (Windsor). — The  river  is  now  in  high  fleod,  and 

I  suppose  the  usual  uncalled  for  attacks  upon  the  Thames 
Conservancy  and  look-keepers  by  the  floods  committee  will 
now  be  heard  of  again.  No  doubt  the  gentlemen  of  the 
committee  think  they  are  right ;  but  before  making  com- 
plaints they  would  do  well  to  grasp  the  subject  of  the 
management  of  the  river  before  making  attacks  upon  the 
much  respected  and  hard  working  lock-keepers,  whose 
attention  to  their  duties,  no  one  who  frequents  the  river 
will  deny,  are  carried  _  out  in  the  most  efficient  and  pains- 
taking manner.  A  fair  number  of  fish  have  been  taken  by 
bank  anglers.  The  best  lot  I  have  heard  of  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Paice,  of  Eton,  and  consisted  of  six  roach  (five  of 
which  were  over  lib.,  and  the  best  one  turned  the  scale  at 
lib.  Coz.),  and  three  barbel,  largest  over 41b.  Should  the 
rain  keep  off  I  am  afraid  the  river  will  not  be  in  condition 
for  at  least  ten  days.— Cecil  Howlktt. 

Aran  (Pulborough). — A  fair  master  visited  here  on 
Jan.  15,  but,  owing  to  the  flood,  went  on  to  Amberley. 
Only  three  returned  from  here,  Mr.  Wigley,  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  taking  a  21b.  bream,  which  is  all  to 
record.  At  the  tiine  of  writing  (Wednesday  night)  the 
water  is  gradually  sinking,  but  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances  the  river  will  not  be  in  order  by  the  22nd, 
the  land  at  present  being  under  water  for  miles. — W.  G. 
Hollman. 

Sure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).— Jan.  16. 
This  river  is  now,  owing  to  constant  rain  and  high  tides,  in 
the  lower  reaches,  at  very  high  level  and  full  of  dirty 
water,  with  hardly  any  current  throughout  part  of  the  day. 
Fish  appear  to  be  almost  entirely  off  the  feed,  and 
prospects  are  poor  all  round.  With  a  falling  glass,  rising 
wind,  and  more  rain  to-night  (16th),  they  do  not  appear 
likely  to  improve  for  a  week  or  two  at  least,  and  angling 
is  likely  to  have  a  break,  I  fancy,  for  a  time. — C.  H. 
Taylor. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  streams  are  all  in  heavy 
flood,  being  bank  high.  The  conservators  of  the  Taw  and 
Torridge  will  again  discuss  the  question  of  net  fishing  in 
the  estuary  after  the  commencement  of  the  close  season. 
This  is  now  prohibited,  it  being  considered  that  injury  to 
the  salmon  fishing  resulted.  It  is  thought  by  some,  how- 
ever, that  trawling  should  be  permitted.  Last  season  this 
board  had  a  balance  in  hand,  but  their  funds  now  show  a 
deficit  owing  to  the  decreased  revenue  of  the  past  season 
and  the  increased  cost  of  watching  the  rivers.  The  Avon 
and  Brme  Conservators  will  spend  £15  in  re-stocking  the 
rivers  under  their  control,  and  alterations  have  teen  made 
with  regard  to  the  licences.  Day  tickets  have  been 
abolished,  and  the  price  of  weekly  tiskets  raised  to  10s., 
of  monthly  tickets  to  f  1,  and  ot  season  tickets  to  £2.— 
Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).- A  succession  of  spites 
has  effectually  put  a  stop  to  all  angling  for  the  past  week. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  in  full  flood,  and,  given 
no  more  rain,  will  take  at  least  three  days  to  subside. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lines,  and  CambB.).—Pik-) 
fishing  is  the  leading  feature  in  this  district,  particularly 
on  the  popular  lengths  of  the  Welland,  the  Forty-foot, 
and  other  noted  waters.  Numbers  of  fish  have  been 
caught,  but  mostly  on  the  small  side.  The  bast  fish 
reported  has  been  under  101b.  On  the  other  hand,  rotch 
fishing  is  reported  as  very  successful.  Takes  up  to  201b. 
are  reported  from  the  Cambridgeshire  side.  From  Sur- 
fleet,  Outwell,  March,  &c.,  good  doings  are  mentioned. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — There  has  been  a 
freshet  on  the  Idle  from  the  late  rains,  and  the  water  is 
up  again  this  week.  Bottom  fishing,  however,  is  fairly 
prosperous,  and  good  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  are 
reported  from  the  lengths  just  below  Retford.  Grayling 
fishing  is  also  at  its  best  on  the  upper  reaches  about 
Gamston.  Some  good  lots  are  reported  by  the  bottom 
fishers.  From  the  river  below  Mattersey  there  have  been 
captures  of  pike,  and  also  from  the  drains  in  the  loiver 
district.    Canal  fishing  continues  good. — L. 

Lark  (Lackford  and  Fiempton).— Heavy  showers 
are  making  the  water  discoloured.  A  few  pike  have  been 
killed  live  baiting  in  the  quiet  parts.  Messrs.  Skinner 
Brothers,  out  on  the  14th,  two  pike,  0|lb.  and  3ib.  It  no 
more  rain,  river  will  be  in  fair  order  by  Thursday, — A.  E. 
Kkmp. 

Lea. — The  unfavourable  angling  weather  continues,  and 
Lea  fishers  have  had  another  bad  time  of  it.  The  river 
has  been  very  thick,  while  on  some  occasions  it  has  been 
almost  impossible  to  hold  the  "  pole  "  over  the  stream  owing 
to  the  boisterous  weather.  To-day  (Thursday)  prospects 
are  again  far  from  bright  for  the  week-end.  As  r^ay 
be  imagined,  there  has  been  little  sport  anywhere.  The 
best  roach  reported  (lib.  3oz.)  was  secured  at  Totten 
ham.  No  good  baskets  have  been  notified  me, but  as  soon 
as  the  water  begins  to  settle  down  and  clear  again  I — 
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providing  the  weather  is  also  favourable — hope  to  be  able 
t»  report  some  eicellent  sport  among  the  roach.  There 
are  plenty  of  grand  fiflh  in  the  river,  especially  from 
Broibourne  upwards,  and  I  should  advise  anglers  to  try 
and  catch  the  river  fining  down.  Then,  with  white  paste, 
gentles,  worms,  or  crust  they  ought  to  get  some  splendid 
roach.  The  Stort  has  been  like  pea  soup,  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  I  can  hear  of  no  improvement  and  of  no  sport. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Itugg  and  Arrow  (Lsomiaater).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  very  high  and  muddy,  and  have 
been  out  over  the  fields  in  some  places,  owing  to  the 
continued  falls  of  rain,  accompanied  with  snow  and  hail. 
In  fact,  the  weather  has  been  as  bad  as  it  could  be,  and 
the  rivers  are  all  out  of  anything  like  order  for  fishing, 
and  will  be  for  some  time  by  the  look  of  it.  The  Pinsley 
is  high  and  muddy.    No  fishing  done  of  late. — Gwynne. 

Ifane  (Feterboronifli). — The  water  in  the  river  has 
risen  considerably  since  last  week,  to-day  (Wednesday) 
the  giuge  at  Peterborough  Bridge  registering  nearly  13ft. 
On  Saturday,  under  adverse  circumstances,  some  good 
apoit  was  had  amongst  the  pike  between  Alwalton  and 
Woodstone  Staunchss,  about  a  dozen  being  taken,  the 
largest  weighing  nearly  121b.  A  good  number  of  roach, 
too,  have  been  landed,  the  bait  most  partial  being  worms. 
The  question  of  the  pollution  of  the  river  Nene  came 
before  Judge  Bagshaw,  at  Thrapston,  on  Thursday,  but  an 
adjournment  was  made  to  the  March  Court.  It  was 
reported  that  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council  had 
done  all  they  could  to  overcome  the  difficulty,  and  had 
sent  up  plans  of  a  revifei  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  but  no  communication  had 
yet  been  received  from  that  authority.  It  was  decided  to 
aak  for  an  early  reply  in  the  matter. — E.  A.  8. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.).— River  flooded;  roaching 
to  be  had  in  places ;  roach  up  to  lib.  5oz.  have  been 
weighed-in  to-day.  Pikeing  out  of  all  question  for  the 
next  week. — E.  Collixson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neoll). — Angling  in  any  shape  or  form  is  completely  out 
of  the  question  in  this  neighbourhood  at  present,  and  will  be 
for  some  time  unless  we  have  a  sudden  change  in  the 
weather,  but  there  seems  little  prospect  of  any  alteration 
yet,  as  it  is  raining  in  torrents,  with  a  great  gale  of  wind 
from  the  south-west,  and  consequently  all  these  rivers  are 
much  flooded,  and  are  still  rising  rapidly,  and  contain  a 
large  quantity  of  snow  water.  On  Tuesday  a  violent 
thunderstorm  passed  over  the  neighbourhood,  followed  by 
a  very  frosty  night ;  but  the  atmosphere  is  much  milder 
now,  so  that  a  fall  of  snow  is  only  too  probable. — 
Vyexwv, 

Siusez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Variable 
has  been  the  weather  of  the  week — gales,  hail,  and  heavy 
rain  storms.  The  Arun  is  in  flood,  and  the  Ouse  following 
suit.  A  few  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Oase 
when  the  elements  have  favoured.  Mr.  Durrant  secured 
a  handsome  roach  weighing  lib.  lljoz.,  also  dace  of  S^oz., 
fishing  with  worm.  Other  anglers  have  taken  a  few  roach 
and  small  pike.  The  Eother  is  running  like  a  mill  race, 
and  out  of  condition.  Chichester  Canal  is  the  only  avail- 
able water  that  I  know  of ;  although  bank  high,  it  is  in 
good  condition.  Several  anglers  were  out  on  the  16th, 
and  but  little  done.  On  Tuesday  pike  were  feeding — fish 
of  -IJlb.,  S^lb.,  and  31b.  were  taken  below  Donnington,  and 
perch  up  to  21b.  in  the  reach  below  Hunston.  Small 
roach  have  been  captured,  and  bream  up  to  l|lb.  Seven 
fish  taken  recently  weighed  91b.,  all  with  paste. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has  been 
visited  with  some  heavy  falls  of  rain  and  snow  and  sleet, 
and  it  has  made  the  river  rise  considerably,  and  it  is  now 
muddy  and  bank  full.  At  the  end  of  last  week  there  was 
some  prospect  of  sport  being  had,  but  a  sudden  change  has 
upset  calculations,  and  there  will  be  no  fishing  done  for 
some  days  to  come.  The  water  is  very  thick,  and  there 
must  have  been  very  heavy  weather  up  the  country  to 
make  it  so.  No  anglers  have  been  out  since  Saturday. 
Before  Saturday  a  few  coarse  fish  were  taken,  but  no 
grayling,  with  worm  and  maggot.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out 
of  fishing  order,  and  there  has  been  nothing  done  in  them 
for  weeks. —8.  Li  dlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
rose  rapidly,  and  is  bank  full  and  very  muddy,  owing  to 
the  most  severe  weather  we  have  had  during  the  week, 
when  snow,  rain,  hail,  sunshine,  thunder  and  lightning 
have  been  the  order,  and  the  rivers  soon  rose  again.  No 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  any 
fishing  being  done  for  some  time — certainly  not  before  the 
middle  of  next  week. — Woecester. 

Witham,  *o.  (Mid-Linoolashire).— Sport  on  the 
Witham  has  been  rather  quiet.  About  Bardney  there 
have  been  some  pretty  good  ciptures,  and  also  at  the 
ontfall  of  the  Bain  and  of  the  Sleaford  Canal.  At 
Coningsby,  on  the  Bain,  roach  fishing  is  reported  as  very 
good.  A  Lancashire  sportsman  has  baen  doing  great 
things  there  lately.  In  four  days  he  took  about  1001b.  of 
roach,  running  up  to  lilb.  each.  Thistvas  in  addition  to 
returning  all  under  Jib.  Numerous  pike  have  been 
secured  from  the  lower  lengths,  but  fish  have  run  small. 
Live  bait  is  recommended.  About  Boston  things  are 
quiet. — Lrci. 

Tare  'Brundall).— -Four  boats  were  out  on  Jan.  15. 
Two  Norwich  anglers  in  one  boat  found  a  quiet  comer 
and  canght  201b.  of  roach.  The  others  did  next  to  nothing. 
To-day  (Tuesday)  the  river  is  like  a  clay  pit.— W.  H. 

El,S.VfOKE. 

Torkshire  Kivers.  — We  have  had  a  variety  of 
weather  since  my  last  report^  bnt  more  boisterous  winds, 
snow,  and  rain  than  anything  else.  Consequently  the 
Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Aire,  Onse,  &c.,  keep,  very 
high,  particularly  in  the  lower  reaches ;  consequently 
the  bottom  fiskermen  have  not  been  nuqaerous,  and  their 


takes,  as  a  rule,  poor.  But  Mr.  Wood  and  a  few  other 
York  anglers  have  done  fairly  well ;  and  on  Saturday  last, 
in  the  Ouse,  Messrs.  Pope  and  Jenkinson,  fishing  for  pike 
in  the  waters  of  the  York  Angling  Association  in  the 
Canal  at  Pooklington,  had  very  good  sport,  killing 
between  them  seven  nice  pike,  the  largest  fish  weighing 
9Jlb.  and  the  smallest  41b.  Grayling  fishing  keeps  very 
good  in  the  Yore,  in  spite  of  high  waters  and  wretched 
weather.  Dr.  Murphey,  of  Bolton,  has  had  good 
sport  at  Danby  up  to  Friday  last.  Tueediy  was  a 
typical  grayling  day,  there  being  a  sharp  frost,  with  bright 
sunshine.  The  water  was  big  and  high  coloured,  but  I 
had  a  dish  of  fourteen  nice  grayling,  weighing  81b.  The 
fish  took  both  the  brandling  worm  and  gentle.  The  Rev. 
Father  Murphey  had  good  sport  on  the  same  day,  both  in 
the  Coyer  and  the  Yore.  The  trout  have  returned  to  the 
main  rivers,  and  are  "  mad  on  the  feed.  The  three  of  us 
returned  fully  a  score  fish,  several  of  them  weighing  over 
lib.  They  are  very  forward  in  condition,  doubtless  owing 
to  the  open  winter.  M'"8;r3.  Smithson  and  two  or  three 
other  Northallerton  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  Swale,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Morton  Bridge  and  in  the  Wiske. 
Few  anglers  have  been  seen  higher  up  the  river  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Catterick  or  Richmond,  and  their  takes 
do  not  call  for  any  special  comment.  The  frost  of 
yesterday  gave  way  to  snow,  followed  by  rain  to-day 
(Wednesday,  Jan.  18),  and  all  our  rivers  are  running  high 
and  thick  again.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegram.— The  gale  which  set  in  yesterday  after- 
noon and  continued  fiercely  aU  night  (melting  snow  and 
rain),  culminated  in  the  heaviest  flood  we  have  had  for  six 
years.  Miles  of  land  in  the  valleys  of  the  Yore,  Swale, 
Nidd,  Wharfe,  Ouse,  &c.,  are  under  water,  and  at  the 
time  of  this  dispatch  the  flood  has  a  tendency  to  increase 
rather  than  decrease.  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Bnmby,  of 
Leeds,  caught  two  nice  pike  at  Pooklington  yesterday. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Eenmore  (Loch  Tay).— On  Jan.  17,  on  the  hotel 
water,  Mr.  _H.  Buchanan,  Glasgow,  killed  two  new  run 
salmon,  weight,  201b.  and  181b.,  also  two  salmon,  171b. 
and  171b.;  Mr.  H.  J,  Carson,  one  salmon,  181b.  Prospect 
on  loch  looks  good  ;  only  two  boats  out. — Wm.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel).— Jan.  16,  Mr.  Clepham, 
one  salmon,  171b.,  and  one  fine  trout,  111b. ;  Mr.  Mitchell, 
banker.  Ardrie,  two  salmon,  191b.  and  jlSlb. ;  Mr.  Steel, 
two,  211b.  and  201b;  Mr.  Ure,  two,  20lb  and  14lb. 
Jan.  1",  Mr.  Mitchell,  one,  291b.;  Mrs.  Maisey,  one, 
171b.  Jan.  18,  Mr.  Clepham,  one,  171b. ;  Mr.  Ure,  one, 
191b. ;  Miss  Sloan,  one,  161b. ;  Mr.  Sloin,  one,  lolb., 
and  one  nice  trout,  2Jlb. — H.  Maisey. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — A  snowstorm  of  some 
considerable  severity  has  been  raging  chiefly  in  the 
Grampian  range  since  Sunday.  This  will  be  all  the  better 
for  big  waters  later  on,  although  it  may  interrupt  the  work 
on  rivers  just  opened.  The  floods  are  subsiding  with  the 
frosts.  I'resh  fish  have  been  running  freely  in  all  the 
early  east  coast  streams.  There  is  a  good  head  of  fish 
well  forward  to  the  upper  waters,  while  the  floods  have 
also  assisted  a  good  clearance  of  the  early  kelts.  Disease 
has  been  pretty  prevalent  among  spent  fish,  but  no  fresh 
fish  have  been,  as  far  as  is  known,  yet  met  with  either  in  a 
dead  or  dying  state.  Bar  weather  accidents,  the  opening 
on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  some  three  weeks  hence 
should  be  attended  with  considerable  success.  Angling 
waters  are  being  rapidly  picked  up. — G.  M. 

Tay. — The  salmon  rod  fishing  opened  on  this  river  on 
Monday  last  under  most  unfavourable  weather  conditions. 
On  the  upper  reaches  the  wind  was  cold,  and  blew  in  full 
gusts  from  the  north-west  till  the  afternoon,  when  it 
veered  round  to  the  north.  Throughout  the  day  showers 
of  snow  and  sleet  fell,  rendering  it  very  unpleasant  for 
such  anglers  as  ventured  out.  The  heavy  rains  and  recent 
snowstorms  had  swollen  the  river  to  an  abnormal  height, 
and  by  mid-day,  on  the  lower  reaches,  the  river  got  too 
dirty  for  fishing.  The  spawning  season  was  fairly  good, 
and  a  great  many  fish  were  observed  on  the  spawning 
beds.  The  prospects  are  fairly  bright,  and  anglers 
are  hopeful  of  a  good  season.  On  the  opening  day, 
on  the  upper  reaches.  Major  H.  J.  Pearith,  fishing 
Findynate  water,  caught  one  fish  of  201b. ;  and  on  Tuesday 
a  salmon  of  151b.,  and  a  trout  of  4lb.  On  Pitcastle 
water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Johnstone  landed  a  new 
run  fish  of  18ib.  Fishing  Dalguise  water,  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  H.  Mackworth  Pracd  killed  five 
fine  new  run  fish,  of  131b.,  141b.,  14lb.,  221b.,  and  251b, 
On  Fisher's  Hotel  (Pitlochry)  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Tom  Greig,  Glenoarse,  killed  a  nice  salmon  of  18lb.,  and 
two  magnificent  specimens  of  newly  run  fish,  weighing 
27lb.  and  301b.  respectively ;  and  fishing  same  water  on 
Wednesday,  caught  a  nice  fish  of  20lb.  Mr.  W.  O.  Bell 
Irvine,  fishing  Murthly  water  on  Tuesday,  caught  one 
spring  fish  of  19lb. ;  and  on  Wednesday,  one  of  181b. 
Fishing  on  Stanley  water  on  Monday  for  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis,  Aberdare,  Mr,  J.  S.  Mowat  caught  two  fine  fish, 
which  weighed  161b.  and  22lb.  resoeotively.  Fishing  on 
Taymount  water  on  Tuesday,  Lord  Bljthswood  landed  two 
salmon ;  and  on  the  same  water,  on  Tuesday,  General 
Campbell  landed  a  fish  of  lOlb.,  and  Mr.  Montague  D. 
Campbell  caught  a  fine  salmon  of  16lb.  One  fish  was 
canght  on  the  Earl  of  Mansfield's  water  on  Monday. — 
A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 

From  all  the  accounts  that  I  have  received,  fishermen  in 
the  Border  district  of  the  Tweed  seem  to  be  under  the 
impression  that  the  forthcoming  spring  season  will  be  a 
fairly  satisfactory  one,  especially  on  waters  which  will  be 
properly  fished.  Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  had 
little  or  no  frost,  and  all  the  spawned-out  fish  lately  in  the 
rivera  have  by  this  time  gone  back  to  the  sea,  there  to 


resuscitate  their  wasted  energies,  and  once  more,  lat«r  on, 
again  ascend  to  the  fresh  water  reaches.  There  has  not  been 
much  done  in  trout  fishing  since  my  last  notes,  although 
the  rivers  have  been  running  in  good  volume  all  the  week, 
and  their  colour  was  good  until  this  morning,  when,  owing 
to  a  fall  of  snow  yesterday  (Tuesday)  they  assumed  a  bluish 
tinge.  The  takes  of  trout  got  have  been  poor,  ranging  from 
2lb.  up  to  .SJllj.  Last  week  the  Tweed  Commissioners,  bailiffs, 
and  superintendent,  along  with  the  local  fishermen,  netted 
the  junction  of  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  and  other  casta  in 
the  Kelso  district  for  gravid  fish,  so  as  to  obtain  ova  for  the 
private  hatchery  at  Mertoun  House  (Lord  Polwarth's),  in 
view  of  again  stocking  the  Tweed  with  hatchery  fry.  No 
fish,  however,  were  got  suitable  for  the  purpose,  but 
operations  were,  I  believe,  to  be  tried  on  other  parts  of 
the  river.  At  one  shot  of  the  net  a  very  large  grayling, 
said  to  be  fully  over  21b.,  was  landed,  but  it  was  at  once 
returned  to  the  river  again. — Maxwhkel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Irish  Rivers. — Since  last  report  the  majority  of  the 
rivers  have  risen  by  the  floods,  and  are  still  greatly 
swollen,  especially  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Shannon. 
The  weather  continues  fairly  mild— a  little  frost  now  and 
then.  No  pike  fishing  worth  recording  for  a  considerable 
time. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — All  the  Cork  rivers  continue  in  heavy 
flood,  and  the  spawned  fish  are  clearing  out  seawards. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Longfh  Cnrrane  and  other  Waters  (Water- 
ville,  CO.  Kerry). — Angling  opens  here  on  Feb.  1,  and 
good  sport  is  confidently  looked  forward  to  if  the  weather 
be  at  all  favourable.  The  Watervil'e  Weir  Fishery  has 
not  yielded  as  well  as  usual  so  far,  owing  to  the  existing 
unfavourable  climatic  conditions,  but  matters  are  im- 
proving at  time  of  writing.  45,000  yearling  salmon  are  to 
arrive  this  week,  to  be  placed  in  the  hatchery  here,  and  a 
further  consignment  of  45,000  later  on. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Devg  (Killaloe).  —  The 
weather  continues  wet  and  wild  ;  but,  all  the  same,  I  still 
think  that  the  river  in  some  parts  will  be  fishible  on 
Feb.  1,  despite  the  present  high  water.  Spring  fish  are 
already  running  up  from  the  sea,  and  more  than  two  or 
three  huge  ones  have  been  seen  sporting  under  the  weir 
wall  and  gates — the  bonniest  bit  of  water  here  at  Killaloe 
in  early  spring.  Several  rods  from  both  sides  of  the 
channel  have  already  taken  waters  here.  One  enthusiastic 
salmon  fisher  writes  me  :  "  I  am  now  ready  for  the  fray, 
having  tied  some  killing  flies  and  got  all  my  tackle  in 
order.  So  there  is  nothing  now  but  to  wait  for  this  day 
fortnight,  when  I  hope  to  meet  you  on  the  bridge  and  once 
more  try  my  luck  on  the  old  Shannon."  The  spawningtime 
has  been  favourable  to  the  salmon  and  trout  during  the 
present  close  season  in  this  way,  that  there  has  been  no 
snow,  and  therefore  no  snow  broth  to  sicken  the  fish.  But 
I  have  a  grave  charge  to  make  against  the  conservancy 
board  for  the  manner  in  which  the  main  river  and 
tributaries  have  been  left  without  watchers  this  winter. — 
S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— Since  Nov.  1  it 
has  been  one  continuous  scene  of  spawning  operations  in 
the  tributary  streams  of  the  lakes  and  the  rivers  Inny  and 
Brosna.  There  has  been  no  break  caused  by  frost  or 
snow,  and  the  large  staff  of  water  bailiffs  have  had  busy 
times  day  and  night ;  in  fact,  there  were  no  intervals  of 
rest  up  to  the  present.  At  same  time,  while  due  vigilance 
has  been  used,  poachers,  otters,  and  herons  have  destroyed 
their  quota  of  fish  on  the  redds.  It  would  take  at  least 
four  times  the  number  of  watchers  to  afford  proper  pro- 
tection. The  season  for  the  Drogheda  district  of  West- 
meath will  open  on  Feb.  12,  and  for  the  Limerick  district 
on  March  1.— T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — About  a  score  of  anglers  on  the  west  pier, 
but  they  have  done  very  little.  Water  is  quite  thick,  and 
it  is  too  rough  for  small  boats  to  ventura  out ;  wind  west, 
and  very  sharp. — W.  H.  Elsmore. 

Baltimore. — Nothing  doing  here  at  present  owing  to 
stormy  and  generally  we:  weather. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane.— All  kinds  of  fishing  suspendsd  here  for 
the  present  in  consequenoa  of  strong  N.W.  winds.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Very  few  attempts  at  fishing  have 
recently  been  made  in  this  locality,  the  unsettled  weather 
having  rendered  the  water  about  the  colour  of  clay.  Signs 
are  not  wanting  which  indicate  that  the  whiting  season  is 
fast  approaching  to  its  clo3e,but  codling  are  fairly  plentiful 
at  certain  spots.  Sunday's  anglers  included  Messrs. 
Bowles,  Hinton,  Smidt,  Krenkel,  Boock,  Line,  Scott,  and 
Andrews,  but  all  returned  to  town  that  night  with  very 
indifferent  catches.  Mr.  Smidt  had  a  small  cod  of 
Gib.  in  the  morning,  and  Mr.  Hinton  one  of 
similar  weight  in  the  evening.  On  Monday  Messrs. 
Humphreys,  Preston-Gardner,  Gareau,  Bowles,  Camps, 
and  Hinton  fished  for  several  hours,  but  scarcely 
any  return  was  made.  Mr.  Gareau  hooked  and  landed  a 
51b.  cod  minus  a  tail,  that  appendage  having  probably 
been  recently  bitten  off  by  a  dogfish  or  conger,  and  Mr. 
Camps  took  a  small  3J-pounder.  The  fine  weather  on 
Tuesday  brought  out  sixteen  rods,  but  the  total  day's 
catch  did  not  reach  two  scare.  Mattei-s  were  even  worse 
to-day  (Wednesday),  only  three  fish  being  caught  between 
eight  in  the  morning  and  four  in  the  afternoon.  The 
water  still  remains  unusually  thick. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Dea',— Owing  to  the  very  unsettled  weather  nothing  of 
importance  in  the  way  of  angling  has  been  done,  and  the 
latter  part  of  week  several  anglers  put  in  an  appearance, 
but  returned  with  poor  takes.  On  Tuesday  one  local 
fisherman  put  out  and  landed  about  thirty  codling,  several 
of  them  were  large  ones.   To-day  several  boats-oat,  but 
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nothing  of  importance  to  report.  However,  if  weather 
becomes  settled,  in  all  probability  we  shall  see  more  sport. 
The  tides  suit  to  fish  all  day  now  for  a  few  days.— Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dinirld. — The  weathnr  has  been  very  rouiih  for  the 
pist  week,  and  both  angling  and  netting  operations  are  at 
a  standstill  here  at  present. — T.  J.  D. 

Uasfboume. — The  weither  is  still  very  rough  and 
unsettled,  and  has  remained  so  now  for  more  than  a  week, 
with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  fiue  day.  Boniface 
has  had  several  good  takes,  making  about  £7  during  the 
other  week.  When  weather  moderates  some  good  sport 
should  be  had.  High  water  on  Saturday,  Jan.  21,  about 
5.45  and  6.15  p.m. 

Southend  and  Iieigfh.. — Although  since  last  report 
some  very  nice  fish  have  been  taken,  the  week-end,  to 
which  the  metropolitan  angler  usually  looks  for  his  sport, 
was  very  wet,  with  a  strong  breeze  and  choppy  sea,  so  that 
very  little  was  done.  The  wind  has  been  very  strong  all 
this  week,  the  barometer  jumping  up  and  down  in  a 
manner  indicative  of  very  unsettled  weather.  Barometer, 
29'60  in.  falling ;  wind  S.W.,  fresh  ;  sea  choppy.  Prospects 
very  uncertain. — Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Nothing  doing  here  at  present,  even 
within  the  practically  land-locked  harbour,  owing  to  a 
continuance  of  strong  gales  and  generally  wet  weather.— 
T.  J.  D.  

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Jan.  20.    Tides  increase. 


Scarborough 

Yarmouth  .. 
Lowestoft  .. 
Aldeburgh  .. 
Harwich   


Southend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  &  Rams 
gate. 

Deal  and  Dover 


Hastings  . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  ) 

Newhaveu   

Shoreham  and) 
South  wick  ) 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  IsIandjT 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

"Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 
11.31 
p.m. 

a.m. 

0.  2n 
p.m. 

1.  6 

a.m. 
1  41 
p.m. 
2.13 

a.m. 
2.41 
p  m. 
3.  G 

a.m. 
3.29 
p.m. 
3.49 

a.m.' 
4.  8 
p.m. 
4.25 

a.m. 
4.41 
p.m. 
4.57 

4.13 
4.50 

5.27 
6.  5 

6.40 
7.13 

7.40 
8.  2 

8  22 
8.41 

S  59 
9.17 

9.35 

9  52 

4.42 
5.23 

6.  5 
6.45 

7.22 
7.54 

8.23 
8.48 

9  10 
9.30 

9.49 
10.  7 

10.24 
10.40 

.5.31 
G.12 

G.54 
7.34 

8.11 

8.43 

9.12 
9.37 

9.59 
10.19 

10.38 
10.56 

11.13 
11.29 

C..56 
7.38 

8.20 
8.59 

9  35 
10.  7 

10.36 
11.  0 

11.21 
11.41 

11..59 

0.16 
0.33 

7.. 51 
8.32 

9.13 
9.53 

10.30 
11.  3 

n..30 
11.53 

0.14 

0.34 
0.52 

LIO 
1.27 

G.48 
7.2? 

8.  9 

8.50 

9.28 
10.  1 

10.30 
10.55 

11.17 
11.3G 

11.54 

0.12 
0.29 

6.  8 
G.46 

7  27 
8.  7 

8.44 
9.  9 

9.34 
9.. 57 

10.19 
10.40 

IL  0 
11.18 

1L37 
11..54 

5.48 
G.26 

7.  7 
7.47 

8  24 
8.49 

9.14 
9.37 

9.59 
10.20 

10.39 
10  58 

11.17 
11.34 

6.1G 
6.54 

7.35 
8.15 

8.52 
9.17 

9.42 
10.  5 

10.27 
10.48 

11.  7 
11.26 

11.45 

6.37 
7.22 

8.  5 
8.41 

9.13 
9.39 

10.  1 
10.21 

10.39 
10.57 

11.15 
11.31 

11.48 

6.33 
7.U 

7.62 
8.32 

9.  9 
9.34 

9..59 
10.22 

10.44 
11.  5 

11.24 
11.43 

0.  2 

6.48 
7.29 

8  n 

8.49 

9.24 
9.54 

10.19 
10.41 

11.  1 
1L19 

11.36 
11.52 

0.  9 

0.34 
1.15 

1..58 
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STOP  PRESS. 


WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegraph.— Friday,  Jan.  20,  9.25  a.m. 
Deal. — S.W. ;  smooth. 
Dover. — W. ;  light ;  moderate. 
Ramsgate. — W.8.W. ;  smooth, 
Margate. — S.W. ;  smooth. 
Hastings.— W. ;  smooth. 


Mr.  Sydney  Boxton,"  fays  the  Saturday  Review, 
"  is  right  when  he  says  in  his  article  on  angling  in  one  of 
the  monthly  reviews  that  if  the  reform  of  the  London 
water  systems  is  much  longer  postponed,  the  Hertford- 
shire trout  will  be  in  the  same  predicament  as  the  men 
and  women  of  East  London.  The  springs  of  the  lovely 
head-waters  of  the  Lea  are  getting  lower  and  lower,  whilst 
the  little  brook  Mimram,  or  Maran,  empties  a  far  smaller 
supply  than  fifteen  or  twenty  years  since  into  her  neigh 
hour.  The  Kent  Cray  is  fa'it  disappearing,  and  the 
Darenth  of  the  same  county  no  longer  deserves  the  praise 
it  won  from  Spenser.  The  water  companios  are  sucking 
dry  the  great  sponges  of  chalk,  in  which  these  once  fair 
streams  have  their  sources." 


A  GftEAT  Blkssinu  to  Humanity  is  withuut  doubt  a  medicine 
compOHed  of  ingredients  that,  while  it  eradiciitp.s  tlio  geniiH  of 
disease,  strengthens  the  Bystem.  Holloway's  Pills  act  in  this 
inanner,  aod  in  general  debility,  mental  ilcpreKaion  and  nervous 
irritability  then;  is  no  remedy  which  operates  ko  beneDcially 
They  purify  the  blood,  give  tono  to  the  Htomat^h,  and  thoroughly 
regenerate  the  system.  They  are  mild  in  operation,  althoiii,'h 
most  powerful  in  icmoving  disease.  Delirate  females  and  young 
ehildron  can  lake  them  with  safety  and  benefit.  It  would  ha 
dilllcult  to  enumerate  all  the  advantages  to  bo  derived  by  taking 
those  wonderful  pills.  No  household  should  be  without  thom,  for 
there  in  no  complaint  which  they  cannot  euro  or  relieve 


January  22.   

Brethere  Well  Met :  Outing  to  Bures. 

Camden  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Campbell  United  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Outing. 

Elgin  :  Match  at  Surly  Hall. 

Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

North-East  Brothers :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Prince  of  Wales :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Eoyal  Oak  :  Roving  match. 

United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

White  Hart :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
January  23. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Rivers  Preservation  concert. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Concert. 

Phoenix  :  Visit. 

Stepney  :  Visit. 
January  24. 

Alma  :  Supper. 
January  25. 

Friendly  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 

West  Green :  Sapper. 


Jan.  29.- 
29.- 

29.- 
29.- 
29.- 
29.- 

29.  - 

30.  - 

30,- 
30.- 
30.- 
30.- 

31. 

31. 
2 

»  2.- 
„  5.- 
„  5.- 
„  5.- 
„  5.. 
„  5.- 
„  5.- 
„  6.- 
•  1  '  •' 
,.  9. 

12.- 
„  12.. 
„  14. 
„  14. 
March  6. 


Feb.  2.— 


Allason  United  :  Match  at  Langley. 
Burlington  Piscatorial  Society  :    Outing  to 
Langley. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bures. 
Dalston :  Outing. 

Westminster  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 
■Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 
Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :    Reading   by  Mr.  T. 

Crumplen. 
•Battersea  Piscatorials :  Visit. 
■Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
■Piscatorial  Society  :  Smoking  concert. 
■Thames  Re-stocking  Afsociation :  Committee 

meeting. 
-Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 
Queen's  Piscatorials :  Visit. 
Hatoham  Brothers :  Concert. 
—West  London :  Supper. 
— Battersf  a  Friendly  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
— Brompton :  Supper 
—Islington  Brothers:  Match  at  Cookham. 
—Sundial :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
— Waegoners :  Match  at  Datchet. 
— Walham  Green :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
—Original  Clerkenwell ;  Visit, 
— Mildmay:  Annual  dinner. 
— St.  Ives  (Hunts) :  Annual  match. 
— Phcenix  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
— Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Goring, 
— Good  Intent :  Supper. 
— Victoria  Brothers :  Outing  to  Bourne  End, 
— Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 


l^eptts  from  Clu&s 


We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening'.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— The  next  com 
mittee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Jan.  27. 
at  8.30.  At  our  last  meeting  one  application  received  £6, 
another  two  guinea  convalescent  home  letters  and  a  guinea 
donation. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List. — The  nest  return  visit  wiU  ba  to  the 
Stepney  A.S.,  the  Beehive,  Rhodeswell-road,  Stepney,  on 
Monday  next,  Jan.  23.  As  this  will  be  the  first  visit  in 
the  New  Year.  I  hope  we  shall  begin  well  with  a  big 
meeting. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visit- 
ing Iiist. — Our  next  return  district  visit  will  take  place  on 
Jan.  31,  at  the  Islington  Brothers'  A.8.,  Myddelton  Arms, 
Canonbury-road,  Islington,  N.  I  hope  to  see  the  usual 
crowd  of  merry  anglers  present  on  this  occasion.  It  is  my 
first  visit  in  the  New  Year. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Iiist. — On  the  16th  inst.  a  most  enjoyable  visit  was 
given  to  the  Prince  of  Wales'  A.S.  On  the  roll-call 
eighteen  clubs  were  well  represented.  The  association's 
box  contained  £1  8s.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Queen's 
Piscatorials,  lA,  Chapel- street,  Edgware-road.  Date 
later  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  (Windsor  Com 
petition).  Committee-rooms,  1a,  Chapel-street,  Edg 
ware-road,  W. — In  answer  to  various  letters  received  as  to 
whether  IJoz.  or  loz.  came  in  for  prizes,  all  I  can  eay  is 
that  there  were  eighty-five  prizes  and  one  special  awarded 
on  Jan.  12.  Weights  ranged  from  21b.  3drs.  down  to 
IJoz.  3drs.  Mr.  Wrisht  (2nd  Surrey)  took  eighty-fifth 
prize,  and  there  were  123  who  weighed-in.  If  any  prizes 
come  in  I  will  communicate  with  next  on  the  list. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Frampton 
Arms,  Wells-street,  Hackney.  —  On  Jan.  15  Mr.  C 
Osborne  saved  us  a  blank  with  nice  roach  and  perch.  The 
match  at  Amberley,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  on  the 
23rd,  has  been  rescinded  on  account  of  the  state  of  the 
water.  All  members  please  note  match  at  Hampton 
Court ;  roving,  either  bank ;  first  and  second  trains  only 


from  Waterloo  or  Cannon-street — instead  of  Amberley 
same  date.  Usual  other  conditions;  show  fish  5.30,  at' 
Railway  Tavern. — H.  Haines. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
At  our  meeting  on  Jan.  16  we  had  the  delegate's  report 
from  A.  A.  by  our  delegate  G.  Blades,  which  was  accepted. 
One  or  two  of  our  members  had  fish,  but  nothing  out  of 
the  ordinary.  The  above  was  well  represented  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales'  A.S.  annnal  return  visit  on  Monday  last, 
our  member  Abbott  occupied  the  vice-chair.  Ben  had  a 
take  of  flatfish,  and  also  Mr.  Wheeler  (hon.  member  ^at 
Southend-on-Sea.  It  was  a  breezy  day,  and  a  little  wet  to 
crown  our  sport.  We  compete  for  sweepstakes  match  in 
the  A. A.  waters,  Langley  and  Slongh  canal,  for  jack. 
One  rod  only  to  be  used  for  jack  fishing,  but  members 
can  have  a  go  for  roach,  &c.  Only  jack  count. 
Boundary,  Veitches  and  Cottage  Pounds ;  tow-path  or 
meadow  sides.  Entrance  fee.  Is.  Date  of  match, 
Jan.  29.  ;  8.43  a.m.  train,  or  any  subsequent  train. 
Members  arriving  later  must  report  themselves  to  chair- 
man.— Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Forts- 
mouth  Place.  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Jan.  15  the  fo  I- 
lowing  weighed-in :    Mr.    Boothby,    roach  (heaviest, 
lib.  2ioz.) ;  Mr.  Hopping,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Drew,  roach. — 
J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — The  resu 
of  the  competition  at  Amberley  was  bad,  as,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  floods,  only  two  prizes  were  taken,  by 
Messrs.  Cripps  and  Nunn,  jnn.  The  remaining  prizes  to  be 
fished  for  ;  go  where  you  like.  Mr.  Rowley  was  elected  a 
member  and  Mr.  Fryatt  proposed.  Will  members  show 
up  at  the  Crown  and  Bnckknd  on  Monday  night  ?— G. 
Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — A  concert  will  be  held  n 
our  spacious  billiard-room  on  Monday,  Jan.  30,  when  our 
president  (Mr.  T.  Crumplen)  will  deliver  a  lecture  entitled 
''  Fishing  in  the  Eastern  Counties,"  and  I  hope  to  see  a 
large  gathering.  A  collection  will  be  made  for  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  Several  gentlemen 
have  been  proposed  as  members,  and  we  hope  to  have  some 
more  in  a  few  weeks.  Particulars  can  be  had  of — F.  W. 
Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Qneen's 

Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — Our  match  at 
Cookham,  on  the  15th  inst.,  was  fished  under  very 
adverse  conditions.  However,  the  prizes  were  won  by 
Messrs.  W.  Thomas,  A.  Jenkins,  and  J.  Cox  respectively. 
Also  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Smeed,  F.  Ireland,  Ansty,  and  , 
G.  S.  Ireland.  Our  next  match  will  take  place  on  Feb.  5  ; 
open,  roving  ;  jack  barred.  To  go  down  on  the  morning. 
— A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  Since  my  last 
report  we  fished  our  match  at  Wraysbury,  but  owing  to 
the  state  of  the  river  only  two  prizes  were  taken.  Mr. 
Painter,  barbel,  first ;  Mr.  Tringham,dace,  second.  Mr.  H. 
White  also  had  fish,  but  not  enough  to  take  a  prize.  We 
take  a  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  List  on  Jan.  30,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster. — T.  Tringha.m. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.  —  The  membws  of  the 
above  fished  a  competition  for  their  January  series  of 
prizes  on  Jan.  15,  in  the  river  Arun.  Only  one  member, 
Mr.  J.  Wigley,  succeeded  in  taking  a  fish.  The  two 
remaining  prizes  will  be  added  on  to  the  February  series. 
— Alf.  Conn. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  On  Jan.  15 
Messrs.  F.  S.  Pavett,  F.  W.  Stocker,  and  T.  Davis 
weighed-in  roach.  All  subscriptions  must  be  paid  on  or 
before  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  25,  when  the  books  will  be 
closed. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marl  borough-road,  S.W. — Will  members  kindly  note  our 
supper  match  for  the  29th  has  been  postponed  to  Feb.  5, 
in  order  that  we  may  join  with  the  Sundial  Angling 
Society  on  the  latter  day  at  Bourne  End.  Final  arrange- 
ments will  appear  next  week. — C.  A. 

Brothers  Well  Slet  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N.— 
On  Jan.  11  one  of  our  members,  Mr.  A.  Field,  had  a  very 
fine  show  of  roach,  weight  151b,  On  Jan.  15  Mr.  H.  C. 
Canton,  41b.  of  roach.  We  fish  a  match  on  Jan.  22  for  a 
series  of  prizes  in  our  water  at  Bures.  Any  member  can 
go  down  on  Saturday  evening. — Hy.  Tame. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  the  15th  Mr.  E.  Wright  and  H.  Ward 
saved  us  from  a  blank  with  roach.  A  prize  outing  takes 
place  at  Bures  on  Jan.  29,  for  six  prizes,  pegged-down, 
start  Jan.  22,  9  a.m.  train  from  Liverpool-street.  Start 
fishing  at  11.30  a.m.,  cease  fishing  at  5  p.m. ;  show  fish  at 
the  Swan  Inn  not  later  than  6.15  p.m. ;  stewards,  R. 
Hubbard  and  T.  Benny.  On  the  17th  four  working 
members  were  made. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— We  have  a 
roving  match  at  Henley  on  Jan.  22. — E.  Boxall. 

Clapham  Jn-notlon  Angling  Society,  Tbe  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  Several 
members  fished  a  competition  at  Wraysbury  on  Jan.  15, 
but  returned  with  small  r*sults  :  J.  Thorne,  first,  &o.  A 
committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday,  Jan.  20,  at 
9  o'clock  sharp.  Important  business  will  be  transacted  on 
this  occasion.  Mr.  A.  Bowater  weighed-in  51b.  5icz. 
roach  from  other  waters.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington.  N. — On  Jan.  15  several 
were  out,  with  bad  results.   We  were  saved  a  blank  by 
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Mr  Gudgeon.  On  Tuesday  usual  meeting,  good  mnstej, 
and  delerateB  gave  a  good  report.  Membere  please  attend, 
to  arranTfor  A.B.S^oncertandfix  date -^^ 

Collingwood  Angling  Hooiety,  The  Lord  Nelson 
NelBon-square.  Blacklnars-road,  S  B. -During  the  la^t 
fortnight  we  have  had  some  nice  shows  of  lish,  Mr.  vv. 
Beamis  heading  the  list  with  161b.  of  jack;  Mr.  F. 
Beames,  81b.  of  jack  ;  Mr.  Ball,  roach  and  perch ;  Mr. 
Jarrett,  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Turner,  roach  ;  Mr. 
Stafford,  roach.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  .given  to  Mr. 
Sandilands,  of  the  Stratford  A.S.,  for  his  kindness  in 
returning  Mr.  Beames  bis  pccket-book,  with  privilege 
ticket  &c.,  which  was  lost  on  London  Bridge  btation. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  in  force  on  Wednesday, 
to  hear  the  baJance-sheet  read.— G.  loRD. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King  s  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C.-On  Jan.  15  Messrs  Curtis,  Massey, 
Alarshall,  and  Cutbnsh  had  some  good  shows  of  roach  and 
dace ;  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Halford  (our  host)  had  a 
good  bag  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream.— W.  Massey.  _ 

Cro^  and  BncKland  PiBcatonal  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  E.G.— On  th^ 
15th  we  had  the  first  blank  this  season.  Will  clubs  not 
receiving  tickets  for  our  concert  on  the  2.3rd  kindly  accept 
this  invitation,  as  it  is  impossible  to  write  to  all.  1  hope 
to  see  members  and  friends  early.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
Phcenix  A.S.  have  arranged  their  visit  on  the  O.  ana 
D.  for  the  same  night.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  -flfms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Jan.  15,  in  spite  ot  the 
inclement  weather,  several  of  the  members  were  out,  but 
Mr  Davies  was  the  only  one  who  succeeded  m  obtaining 
any  fish,  he  saving  the  society  from  a  blank  with  a  few 
nice  roach.  On  Tuesday,  the  irth,  there^as  a  fiur 
attendance,  when  the  auditors  (Messrs.  S.  Wood  and  1. 
Swain)  presented  their  report  and  balance-sheet,  which 
was  accepted.  Members  wiU  oblige  by  attending  on 
Tuesday,  the  24th,  to  make  final  arrangements  for  the 
outing  on  the  29th.— S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W.— Several  of  our  members  out  on  Jan.  15,  but 
no  fish  were  weighed-in  ;  all  got  soaked.  Wednesday,  at 
usual  meeting,  Mr.  Goltman  elected  a  member,  and  Mr. 
West  proposed  as  another  new  member.  All  going  well 
and  strong  at  present. — J.  Edwards. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorlals,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N.— Outing  Jan.  22.— Greg. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotei, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Grate.— On  Jan.  15  only  one  member 
weighed-in,  viz.,  Mr.  H.  Creeke,  5^1b.  roach  and  bream, 
largest  lib.  4ioz.  and  21b.  lOjoz.  respectively.— H.  F.  C. 

Forest  Piscatorial  Society,  Kose  and  Crown,  Hoe- 
street,  Walthamstow.— Messrs.  H.  Tisley  and  G.  Beau- 
mont weighed-in  with  roach,  and  Mr.  W.  Davies  vrith 
dace,— H.  Tisley. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  W.— On  Jan.  15  Mr.  Ellins  bad 
the  only  fish  weighed-in,  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  6Joz.  On  the 
irth,  Mr.  King  weighed-in  nearly  161b.  of  jack.  I  should 
like  to  Bee  members  on  Tuesday,  to  discuss  the  question  of 
the  next  outing.— J.  E.  Lawford. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Mr.  Thompson  saved  us  from 
a  blank  on  Jan.  15.  On  Tuesday  the  members  decided  to 
have  onr  annual  supper  on  Feb.  14.  Mr.  J.  Williams  waa 
unanimously  voted  chairman  and  Mr.  A.  Coker,  vice- 
chairman.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday 
next  to  decide  about  prizes.— R.  Murphy. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich.— At  our  annual  general  meet- 
ing, held  on  the  11th,  for  the  election  of  of&cers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  the  following  were  elected  :  Mr.  G.  H. 
Doweett,  president;  Mr.  W.  Marshall  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Orr,  vice-presidents ;  Mr.  T.  J.  Church,  chairman  ;  Mr 
H.  Burgess,  vice-chairman  ;  Mr.  A.  T.  Waring,  treasurer; 
Messrs.  French,  Gorton,  Dnpere,  Wack,  Steer,  Thomp- 
son, Windred,  and  Scoble,  committee;  Mr.  J.  Dryden, 
secretary.  The  statement  prepared  by  the  auditors 
showed  that  we  have  £20  in  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
and  £4  in  hands  of  treasurer,  and  the  number  of  members 
to  date  101.  Several  alterations  were  suggested  in  the 
rules,  and  increased  measurements  of  fish  suggested 
instead  of  weight ;  and,  after  due  discussion,  most  of 
the  alterations  were  carried.  A  present  of  books  from 
Mr.  M.  H.  Smith  (publish ci  in  America),  on  fishing  sub- 
jects, are  on  the  way,  which  will  be  most  interesting  to 
the  members.  A  committee  meeting  will  take  pla.ce  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  25,  at  7.30  p.m.— J.  Dbyden. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E.— Mr.  Smith  has  weighed 
in  some  roach.    The  balance-sheet  has  been  adopted.  _  - 
hope  members  will  attend  next  meeting  night  for  special 
business. — C.  Smith. 

HoxtonBrotben  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.— At  the  last  meeting 
'.Jan.  12)  the  auditors,  Messrs.  S.  Cole  and  W.  Bishop, 
gave  their  report.  The  balance-sheet  showed  an  increase 
of  members,  which'now  ttand  at  seventy,  and  still  electing 
more.  Mr.  J.  Huntley,  jun.,  was  proposed  as  a  working 
member.  On  Jan.  15  Mr.  F.  Newton  weighed-in  roach.— 
JonxNY. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
U,Ti  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— On  Jan.  15  Mr.  Burwash 
weighed-in  dace,  sating  the  club  from  a  blank.  Others 

ere  out,  tut  had  no  sport.  We  met  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
:','>y!i  in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
.meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  one  new  member 
proposed.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  Jan.  24.  Our 
return  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  List  takes  place  on  Jan.  31. 
—J.  If.  Hkp.i'.ert. 

Iilnoolu  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
ehester-street,  Pentonville. — On  Jan.  15  a  few  members 
were  out,  but  no  fish  were  shown,  this  being  our  first  blank 


of  the  season.  On  Jan.  22  we  fish  at  Bourne  End  f  or  seven 
prizes.  All  to  start  from  Paddington  by  the  8,40  tram 
Usual  conditions.- W.  Watlino. 

Iiiverpool  Angling    Association,   Bee  Hotel 
Oueen-sauare.— The  weather  has  been  most  unsettled 
—windy'  wet,  and  cold— and  totally  unfit  for  angling, 
and   consequently    most  anglers   have   vvisely  stayed 
at  home.     Our  quaiteriy  meeting  on  the  l.:!th  was 
only    moderately    attended,  but  the    quality,    it  not 
the  quantity,    was  there   all   right  .enough.  Oapt 
Macnab  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  president,  Mr.  Veale, 
was  his  vis-d-vis.    The  minutes  of  previous  meetings  were 
read  and   confirmed,  subscriptions   received,  and  the 
routine   business    speedily    got    through.     Ihe  hon 
treasurer's  quarterly  account  of  receipts  and  payments  was 
read  and  submitted,  and  unanimously  adopted,  and  aU 
due  accounts,   amounting  to  over  £23,  ordered  to  be 
paid.    The    annual  dinner   was  fixed    for    *eb.  ^i. 
and  a  dinner  committea  appointed.    Our  fine  library  was 
well  patronised,  members  Taking  home  the     l5ook  ot  the 
Grayling,"    "Book   of   Angling"    (Francis),  George 
Doggett,  Keeper,"  "  Fish  and  Fishing     (Manby),  &c 
Steps  are  being  taken  to  obtain  some  more  jack  tor  tbe 
Knowsley  water.    Following  up  the  forming  of  a  centre 
in  Liverpool  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association,  mem- 
bers from  the  Liverpool,  West  Derby,  and  Central 
Angling  Associations  here  met  Mr.  Retlford,  by  appoint- 
ment, at  the  Bee  Hotel,  on  Saturday  evening  last.  Mr. 
Redford  explained  the  position,  and  after  some  discussion, 
it  was  unanimously  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wool- 
fall,  that  a  centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers  Association 
be  constituted  here;  and  cn  the  motion  of  Mr  King, 
seconded    by    Mr.    Wishart,    Mr.    R.    WoolfaU  was 
unanimously  elected  first  representative  and  secretary  tor 
two  years  of  the  said  centre.    It  was  further  agreed  that 
a  meeting  be  held  on  Saturday  evening  next,  Jan.  21,  at 
the  Bee  Hotel,  at  8  p.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a 
committee  and  settling  generally  the  preliminary  business 
of  the  centre,  and  placing  it  in  working  order.    There  is 
no  doubt  all  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  angling  organisa- 
tions should  belong  to  the  Northern  Association,  their 
railway  concessions,  fishing  facilities,  and  privileges  being 
equal  to,  if  not  better,  than  any  other  consolidated  body. 

— Rd.  WoOLFALL.  «      .  i  -m-L-l 

Maldon  and  Hey  bridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion  Inn,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— The  Langford 
waters  during  the  past  week  have  been  well  coloured,  and 
a  good  run  of  water  has  been  bene'ficial  to  anglers  fishing 
the  backwater.  Mr.  J.  Freeman,  jun.,  and  A.  Sprmgett 
have  taken  some  remarkable  good  roach  (over  141b. 
between  them)  on  the  16th  inst.  The  result  of  the  first 
round  in  the  cup  competition  fell  to  S.  Vince  on  the  14th 
inst.,  with  threa  roach,  scaling  31b.  12ioz.  (largest  fish 
lib.  6oz.),  and  T.  Springett,  second,  with  roach.  Ihe 
water  is  now  fining  down  a  bit,  and  some  good  catches  ot 
roach  are  expected.  Messrs;  Ben  Lees,  Miller,  Race. 
Homer,  and  a  few  other  anglers  were  here  on  the  15th,  and 
secured  some  good  roach  between  them.  The  time  of  high 
water  at  Beeleigh  will  be  at  9.7  a.m.  on  the  22nd.  The 
second  round  in  connection  with  the  cup  competition 
commences  at  two  o'clock  on  Saturday  next ;  start  from 
the  Long  Weir  after  drawing  for  swims ;  fimsh  fashing  at 
five  o'clock  ;  weigh-in  fish  at  six  o'clock  at  the  clubhouse. 

Hiildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild 
may  Park,  N.— The  outing  arranged  for  the  22nd  inst.  to 
Pangbourne  has  been  indefinitely  postponed.  The  only 
fish  shown  last  week  were  a  few  decent  roach  from  Brox 
bourne.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  of  the  members 
who  have  not  yet  received  tickets  for  our  fourteenth 
annual  dinner,  to  be  held  here  on  Feb.  7-— A.  E.  Hendon. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials.— As  the  Great  Eastern 
Co.'s  lantern  slides  are  in  such  great  request,  we  are 
unable  to  give  our  lecture  as  arranged  on  Thursday  next, 
and  the  matter  must  stand  over  to  a  future  date.  On 
Feb.  9  we  fish  for  Mr.  Wood's  fifteen-guinea  cup  in  con 
junction  with  the  St.  Ives  inter-club  competition.  Mr 
Daish's  ten-guinea  cup  will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  23 
Members  will  please  note  that  their  attendance  is  neces 
sary  at  the  meeting  previous  to  the  outing.— A.  E 
Baldwin.  _    .  ^ 

North-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street.— On  Jan.  22  we  have  a  boundai-y 
match  from  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  to  Rye  House  Bridge. 
All  fish  to  be  shown  at  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  at  leaving 
off  time,  to  be  decided  on  morning.  Train,  7.20  Globe- 
road,  or  eight  o'clock  Liverpool-street.  Monday,  Jan.  23, 
concert;  all  club  members  are  cordially  invited.— A. 
Lewis.  ,      _  „ 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — A  successful  return  visit  on  the  Central 
List  took  place  at  the  above  on  Tuesday,  the  17th,  the 
chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Pailes.  The  harmony  being 
started,  never  flagged,  being  contributed  by  the  following  : 
Messrs.  H.  Stretch,  Wells,  Sherton,  W.  Stretch,  A. 
Fitter,  H.  Pink,  and  Collis  ;  and  special  mention  must  be 
made  of  Messrs.  A.  Thomas,  Haynes,  and  Badham  for  their 
selections  on  the  guitar  and  whistle  ;  Mysteria,  who  gave 
a  ventriloquial  entertainment,  and  also  showed  how  a  rini 
of  a  hat  could  be  turned  about  and  altered  to  represent  a 
great  number  of  styles  ;  last,  but  not  least,  Mike  O'Leary 
(our  waiter)  for  his  songs  and  dancing.  Twenty-one  clubs 
responded  to  the  roll  call,  to  all  of  whom  I  return  thanks. 
— H.  Stretch.  .     ^    t  ^ 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction.— 
On  Jan.  15,  a  blank.  £2  lOs.  has  been  voted  from  our 
funds  to  be  fished  for;  date  not  fixed.  On  Jan.  30  our 
first  Bohemian  concert  this  season  will  take  place  at  the 
above  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Fund.— E. 
Brockett.  ,  ,    _    ,  . 

Original   Clerkenwell   Piscatorial  Society, 
I  Sutton  Arms,  Great  Button-street,  Goswell-road.- Oa 
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Jan.  15  only  two  prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  Abbott,  first, 
roach,  largest  Mlb. ;  and  Mr.  Foster,  second,  roach.  Mr. 
C  Wood  showed  a  nice  tray  of  roach.  Remaining  prizes 
to  be  fished  for ;  members  to  go  where  they  like.  Next 
return  visit  on  the  Central  will  take  place  at  the  above 
clubhouse  on  Feb.  6  ;  secretaries  please  note.— A.  Hill. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— A  few  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
the  15th  inst.,  Messrs.  Hopton,  sen.,  Tracy,  Garter, 
Reitz,  Skeggs,  Hopton,  jun.  Only  two  weighcd-in  jack 
and  perch.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday,  at  8.30.— W.  8.  ,    „    -  .   ,  ox-v,v 

Phoeuiz  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock.  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.-On  Jan.  15  Messrs.  Austin  and  Bouffler 
a  few  good  roach  from  the  Thames.  The  last  match  ot 
the  season  wUl  be  at  Bourne  End  on  Feb.  12  three  prizes. 
Members  and  friends  who  are  not  pott-carded  re  Clerken- 
well concert  on  Jan.  23rd  please  accept  this  invitation.— 
R  C 

Queen's  Piscatorials.  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W.-On  Jan.  15  the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  W.  Shepherd,  J.  Wmsby,  and  C. 
Brett.  The  return  visit  on  A. A.  List  takes  place  on 
Jan.  31  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  We  expect  to  have  a  host  of 
talent.  Re  correction  plaster  casts,  instead  of  reading 
lent  by  Gibson,  should  have  read  "  Gillson,"  of  the  Queen  s 
Piscatorials.  The  casts  have  been  very  much  admired, 
and  have  been  pronounced  by  many  to  be  perfect  specimens 
of  art,  particularly  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that 
it  is  the  work  of  an  amateur.— Geo.  Keeke. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  s  Arms, 
Bateman-street.— Most  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Jan.  15,  but  only  one,  viz.,  Mr.  Davis,  returned  with  fish, 
and  he  also  had  the  satisfaction  of  saving  the  club  from  a 
blank.  I  should  be  very  pleased  if  members  would  make 
an  effort  to  attend  our  next  meeting.— J.  Gibbons. 

Silver  Trent  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane.— On  Jan.  15  Messrs.  Smith  and  Woolton 
weighed-in  roach. — Pelican.  _  . 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  oa  the  above  list  will  take  place  on  Jan.  80  at 
the  Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Winstanley- 
road,  Clapliam  Junction.— Alf  Painter. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen  s  Head, 
Stockwell,  S.W.— The  first  annual  supper,  held  at  the 
above  address  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  17,  was  a  decided  success. 
With  the  exception  of  two  members,  who  wired  their 
excuses,  the  whole  of  the  club  sat  down  to  do  justice  to 
the  good  things  prodded  by  our  host  and  brother  angler 
Mr.  Geo.  Fisher.  The  concert  that  followed  went  with  a 
roir,  and  was  kept  up  to  a  late  hour.  I  am  desired  to 
express  sincere  thanks  to  those  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
fession who  so  ably  entertained  us,  notably  Messrs.  Harry 
Payne  and  Ted  Batt,  character  comedians ;  and  to  Mr. 
Walter  Graham  and  the  lady  who  presided  at  the  piano. 
Our  outing  to  the  Thames  has  been  postponed  until  further 
notice.— Thos.  Lucas. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W.— On  Jan.  15  Mr.  Parker 
had  41b.  6oz.  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Holt  12ioz.  Our  next 
outing  will  take  place  at  Bourne  End  on  Feb.  5  ;  further 
arrangements  next  week.  During  the  evening  a  very 
handsome  lamp,  which  was  presented  by  Mr.  Sherman 
and  won  by  Mr.  Holt,  was  admired  by  all  who  saw  it.— 
C.  E.  Lock.  .  ^    ^  tt 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Dmid  s  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford.— Several  members  were  out  on  Jan.  15. 
Mr.  J.  Oakley  had  roach.  We  fish  a  match  in  the  Lea  on 
Jan.  22.  A  special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Jan.  28  to 
transact  important  business. — H.  Tyler. 

Victoria  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Prmcess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Jan.  15  Messrs.  J.  and  W.  Toothill  weighed-m  a  good 
show  of  roach.  We  have  a  prize  outing  to  Bourne  End  on 
Feb.  12,  and  a  good  prize  list.— W.  H.  B. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Emba^ment.— Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
15th,  but  only  one  weighed-in  (Mr.  Clegg,  dace).  We  had 
a  good  meeting  on  the  17th,  when  some  very  important 
business  was  got  through.  Oar  next  match  takes  place 
on  Feb.  5,  at  Datchet ;  full  particulars  next  week. 
Members  wishing  to  compete  must  bring  themselves 
within  limits. — H.  C.  ,  -  j. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Anglinut  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W.— On  the  18th  inst.  we  had 
a  fairly  representative  meeting,  and  a  lot  of  business  was 
done.  I  wish  to  remind  all  members  that  our  supper  out- 
ing at  Cookham  takes  place  on  Feb.  5.  AU  those  w^o 
wish  to  compete  should  send  in  their  names  at  once.— W. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul's  "Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B_. — 
Our  competition  resulted  in  a  blank,  the  river  temg 
unfishable  on  account  of  the  floods.  At  the  invitation  of 
our  worthy  president  (Mr.  A.  Piolaine)  we  sat  down  to  a 
very  nice  leg  of  mutton  supper,  provided  by  our  host,  and 
enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  evening. — W.  Wray.  .  _  , 
West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Jan.  15  the 
following  weighed-in  roach :  Messrs.  John  Newton,  T. 
Miller,  C.  Miller,  F.  Homer,  and  R.  Pethurst.  I  wish  to 
remind  members  that  it  is  our  monthly  meeting  on 
Wednesday  nest,  Jan.  25.— R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Society,  Dartmontn 
Castle,  Hammersmith.— Our  next  supper  is  arranged  to 
take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Feb.  2,  at  7.30.  Meaibers 
will  also  fish  for  six  prizes  in  a  club  match  on  the  same 
date,  so  as  to  endeavour  to  make  a  show  on  the  trays  for 
the  evening.  All  fish  to  be  weighed-in  after  the  supper. 
Our  president  will  give  a  Biokerdyke's  book  for  the 
heaviest  roach  of  lib.  or  over.  We  shall  be  pleased  to 
welcome  brother  anglers  and  friends  at  our  social  gather- 
ing.—J.  J.  Hunter. 
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Weatminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W.— On  Jan.  15,  in  epite  of  adverse 
conditions,  Mr.  A.  Beck  made  a  good  show  with  barbel, 
roach,  and  dace.  On  Wednesday  next  there  will  be  a 
special  meetiog  to  consider  a  question  raised  about  the 
last  match.  Tne  January  match  will  be  fished  on  Jan.  29, 
in  the  Lea,  from  Rye  House  Bridge  to  St.  Margaret's 
Bridge;  leave  Liverpool-street  for  Rye  House  9.8,  return 
7.20;  two  rods;  jack  barred.— S.  J.  H. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  Volunteer, 
Chesnut-road,  Tottenham.— On  Jan.  8  we  fished  a  pegged- 
down  match  at  Ware  for  Mr.  Croxon's  prize  of  1  guinea, 
divided  into  three  prizes,  the  first  prize  only  being  taken, 
by  H.  Walton,  with  roach.  The  remaining  two  to  be 
fished  for  on  Jan.  22  ;  all  fish ;  open ;  also  for  an  hand- 
some oil  painting,  presented  by  Mr.  W.  Perry  (open).— 
W.  B.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Fiscatorials,  28,  Alexandra  -  road, 
Wimbledon.— A  roving  competition  is  arranged  for  the 
29th  inst.,  in  the  Thames,  anywhere  between  Hampton 
Court  and  Weybridge.  Mr.  W.  Bovie  took  a  good  tench 
from  the  Thames  on  Monday,  weighing  21b.  2oz.,  a 
somewhat  unusual  catch  at  this  time  of  the  year.— Hon. 
Sec. 

Ye  Olde  Clapliani  Rovers'  Angling  Club,  The 

Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road.— We  had  a  good  muster  at 
our  meeting  on  Tuesday,  when  the  books  were  audited, 
and,  after  paying  all  expenses,  leaving  us  in  satisfactory 
condition  with  a  fair  balance  in  hand.  The  ontiog 
advertised  for  the  22nd  has  been  postponed  till  the  29th, 
owing  to  floods. — N.  Linden. 


The  fifty-seventh  annual  dinner  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers'  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Strand, 
on  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  25.  The  dinner  is  ordered  at 
6  for  6.30  sharp.  Mr.  Fred  Berry  will  occupy  the  chair, 
and  Mr,  A.  C.  Kent  the  vice-chair. 


It  is  with  great  regret  that  the  news  is  received  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Fred  Freethy,  on  Jan.  15,  aged  58.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  St.  John's 
Angling  Society,  and  was  for  some  time  its  secretary.  In 
the  words  of  one  who  knew  him  well,  "  he  was  as  good  an 
angler  and  as  good  a  gentleman  as  ever  lived,  and  his  loss 
will  be  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him," 

The_  Royal  Aquarium  will  add  considerably  to  its 
attractions  on  Monday.  An  American  champion  cyclist 
vnll  compete  with  an  Englishman  in  a  two  miles'  race  on  a 
home  trainer  ;  Dido  and  Domdo  will  give  a  comic  knock- 
about show  ;  the  Phantos,  a  langhable  pantomimic  act ; 
and  Schubert's  goats  and  dogs,  a  very  clever  performance. 
The  Yachting  Exhibition,  opening  Feb.  1,  will,  I  am  told, 
be  a  fine  display. 

Sharp  penalty  on  poachers.  At  Fintona  (Co.  Tyrone) 
petty  sessions  a  few  days  ago,  three  men  named  Gibson, 
Gerr,  and  Muldoon,  were  prosecuted  for  poaching  Fintona 
river.  Muldoon  thrashed  the  water,  driving  the  salmon 
towards  the  net  which  was  held  by  the  others,  Muldoon 
was  fined  in  £2  10  or  a  month,  and  the  others  were 
awarded  the  full  penalty  of  £10  or  three  months  each. 

_Mr.  W.  Bovie,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Wimbledon 
Piscatorials,  was  fishing  from  the  bank  on  Saturday  near 
the  Hampton  waterworks.  A  little  girl  and  boy  were 
larking  about  in  dangerous  proximity  to  the  edge  of  the 
river,  and  were  twice  warned  by  the  angler  that  if  they 
were  not  careful  they  would  assuredly  tumble  in.  The 
youngsters,  however,  paid  no  attention  to  Mr.  Bovie's 
remarks.  Soon  after  a  scream  was  heard,  and  the  gentle- 
man named  saw,  upon  turning  round,  the  girl  struggling 
in  the  water,  which  was  5ft.  deep  at  this  particular  place. 
He  rushei  to  where  the  child  was,  and  being  just  able  to 
reach  her  with  his  hand,  pulled  her  out.  Had  he  not  been 
on  the  spot  the  girl  must  have  been  drowned  :  no  one  else 
was  near,  the  current  was  setting  out  from  the  bank,  and 
a  very  high  stream  was  running.  The  rescuer,  I  under- 
stand, was  not  even  thanked  by  the  parents  for  saving  the 
child's  life  ;  but  there,  the  winter  wind  ia  not  so  cold  as 
man's  ingratitude. 

Judging  from  the  recent  news  of  the  progress  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  London's  water  supply,  the  water 
companies  are  spending  money  lavishly  (I  was  about  to 
write  "  like  water,"  but  realised  in  time  the  unsuitability 
of  the  simile)  in  expensive  counsel  and  witnesses,  in  order 
to  make  the  commission  report  to  Parliament  that  very 
much  more  water  can  be  taken  from  the  Thames  without 
"  injury  "  to  the  river.  Should  they  succeed,  and  obtain 
Parliamentary  powers  to  carry  out  their  schemes,  it  will 
be  a  sad  day  for  London  anglers,  and,  indeed,  for  all 
lovers  of  the  Thames.  The  trout  fishing  would  not  be 
worth  pursuit,  the  barbel  and  chub  fishers  would  find  their 
occupation  gone  for  lack  of  stream,  as  many  liave 
experienced  during  the  last  summer  and  autumn  ;  and  all 
re-stocking  of  our  grand  old  river  would  of  necessity  have  to 
be  confined  to  slow-stream  fish,  such  as  carp,  tench,  and 
bream  ;  while  those  who  have  been  dreaming  of  making 
the  Thames  once  more  a  salmon  river,  would  be  rudely 
awakened  to  impossibility  of  salmon  negotiating  a  mere 
succession  of  semi-stagnant  pools,  divided  by  locks.  If 
there  are  any  old  wet-bob  Etonians  among  the  counsel 
assisting  i  he  companies,  their  hearts  can  scarcely  be  in 
their  work  when  they  remember  the  Thames  of  the  days 
pf  their  youth,  and  think  of  what  the  companies  now  wish 


to  make  of  it.  Surely,  if  the  Thxmes  is  to  be  ruined,  it 
should  only  be  for  a  real  public  necessity,  which  has  not 
been  shown — and  not  for  mere  private  profit. 

 >  »  »  »<  

Undee  the  heading  "  A  Chance  for  Anglers,"  says  the 
Sun,  "the  damage  caused  by  the  bursting  of  Tangley 
Mere,  near  Guildford,  is  being  repaired.  The  lake,  stand- 
ing above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  meadows,  is  now  a 
sheet  of  mud.  The  water  tore  a  deep  hole  in  the  meadow, 
causing  a  pond,  in  which  thousands  of  fish  were  caught, 
iacluding  carp,  tench,  pike,  roach,  a  few  trout,  and  eels. 
The  neighbouring  ditches  are  also  full  of  fish." 

 >♦»♦  <  

Mr.  Lucas  writes:  " Dear  ' Dragnet,'— I  noticed  your 
explanation  of  Poetic  License  ;  would  it  permit  the  follow- 
ing impromptu  atrocity  ? 

An  angler  who  drank  half  and  J, 

When  lucky,  would  ch^  folks  and  IJ  ; 

But  the  floods  stopped  his  IJter,  for  very  soon  iter. 

He  was  found  hanging  dead  by  his  scj. 

 >♦ »  »  <  

OUR  P.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  33  (New  Series). 


DR.  FREDERICK  JOHN  BROWNPIELD  BATBMAN 
Was  born  at  Norwich  in  1859,  and  commenced  his  angling 
career  in  the  rivers  Waveney,  Bnre,  and  Tare,  and  the 
Wroxham  and  Ormsby  Broads,  where  he  caught  large 
numbers  of  bream  and  roach.  At  eighteen  he  was  placed 
as  a  pupil  with  a  medical  man  at  Stony  Stratford,  Bucks, 
where  he  had  good  sport  in  the  Ouse,  and  succeeded  in 
landing,  on  fine  tackle,  a  bream  of  6^1b.  His  next  move 
was  to  Cains  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  bad  good  sport 
in  the  Cam.  From  Cambridge  he  entered  Middlesex 
Hospital,  and  had  good  sport  in  the  Colne  with  the  late 
Dr.  Henman,  where  he  caught  his  first  chub  with  pith 
and  brains.  After  getting  qualified  he  went  out  to  China 
as  ship  surgeon,  and  on  his  return  went  into  practice  in 
Somersetshire,  where  he  had  good  sport  with  the  trout  up 
to  4Jlb.  Since  the  year  1895  he  has  been  very  successful 
in  the  Thames.  His  first  big  take  was  on  Sept.  27,  1895, 
with  the  late  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  when  they  took  over  4001b. 
of  barbel  up  to  61b. ;  J.  P.  W.  took  108  fish,  and  the 
Doctor  118.  In  the  same  summer  he  took  a  fine  roach  of 
lib.  13oz.,  when  out  vdth  John  Keene.  On  July  12,  1897, 
before  6  a.m.,  fishing  near  Surly  Hall  by  himself  with 
strawberries,  he  caught  three  chub  in  one  swim,  the 
respective  weights  of  which  were  51b.  4|oz.,  41b.  6ioz.,  and 
21b.  9Joz.  (the  best  brace  he  had  set  up  by  Cooper).  The 
same  summer,  fishing  with  Mr.  Cecil  Howlett,  of  Eton, 
and  attended  by  James  Bunce,  on  many  occasions  had 
good  sport  with  the  barbel,  and  landed  in  October  a  pike 
of  nib.  9oz.  whilst  barbel  fishing.  He  is  a  good  aU-ronnd 
sportsman,  and  a  true  lover  of  dogs.  Last  year  he 
succeeded  in  winning  the  silver  challenge  cup  of  the  Royal 
Windsor  and  District  Piscatorial  Society  outright,  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  well-known  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society. 

In  answer  to  several  queries  as  to  which  part  of  the 
globe  I  elected  to  fish  during  the  unsettled  weather  we 
have  been  experiencing,  I  can  only  say  that  I  "  selected  " 
none.  There  is  one  little  river  in  Norfolk  (that's  as  near 
as  can  be  mentioned — for  it  is  a  little  bit  of  private)  which 
might  have  been  all  right,  but  it  was  not  sampled.  It 
came  about  thuswise.  Two  friends  (good  sportsmen), 
A.  C.  B.  and  E.  W.,  were  discussing  the  various 
appliances  for  sea  fishing.  We  had  long  rods,  short  rods, 
light  rods,  heavy  rods,  rods  made  expressly  for  sea  fishing, 
and  rods  that  were  not. 


We  had  rods  with  revolving  tops  and  some  with  pulleys. 
Wire  lines,  hemp  lines,  and  silk  lines.  Leads  of  every 
conceivable  make,  shape,  and  size.    Paternosters,  trots, 


I 


chopsticks  (not  Chinese),  booms,  and  hand-lines.  Noj 
that's  wrong.  We  were  wedded  to  the  rod,  and  Mi . 
A.  C.  B.  said,  "  Why  not  let  us  experiment  with  them  ?  " 
Agreed.  Southend  was  selected.  A  wire  to  "  Manager; 
Alexandra  Hotel.  Dinner  for  three.  Roast  fowl  and  hap^ 
— and  followers. — '  Drag.'  "  Of  course,  the  manager  dia 
not  know  "  Drag.,"  and  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Charier 
Hussey,  "  dinner  for  three — special  "  might  not  have  been 
ready  on  our  arrival. 


"Chaeley"  met  us  at  the  station  (Great  Eastern), 
and  made  arrangements  with  a  boatman  to  provide  baiti 
and  all  that  was  necessary  to  carry  out  our  trials — hemi 
V.  wire,  &c.  He  introduced  us  to  all  the  most  influentia 
sea  fishermen,  resident  and  non-resident.  A  gentlemad 
(yes,  a  "  puflick  "  gentleman,  whose  name  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  cannot  remember,  but  whom  I  thank  most  heartily)! 
placed  at  our  disposal  a  strong,  sarviceable,  and  thoroughly 
sea-going  boat.  The  coxswain  of  the  lifeboat  was  to  ba 
our  guide.  The  luncheon  was  ordered  to  be  stowed  away, 
and  it  was  stowed.    What  did  it  consist  of  ?  Wait. 


After  a  good  dinner  one  seldoifl  worries  about  next 
day's  luncheon;  but  Mr.  Manager  Toogood,  assisted  by 
his  admirable  manageress  (Miss  Heath),  had  fixed  us  np 
with  a  champagne  case  containing  a  bottle  of  brandy,  one 
of  whisky,  a  large  (very  large)  bottle  of  bitter,  rabbit  pie, 
cold  fowl,  celery,  cheese,  bread  (yes,  bread),  corkscrew, 
knives,  forks,  plates,  glasses,  &c.  I  volunteered  a  remark 
that  our  "  trial  "  trip  was  a  bit  ominous,  as  there  would 
not  be  much  time  for  fishing  after  "testing"  Toogood's 
sea  tackle. 


Up  to  now  you  will  notice  that  I  am  getting  on  with  the 
account  of  an  outing  to  Southend.  There  is  a  large  and 
pretty  theatre  at  Southend.  "  Little  Red  Riding  Hood  " 
was  being  performed,  and  the  quartette  (for  "Charles" 
was  showing  us  up — I  mean  about)  would  have  nothing 
short  of  a  private  box.  We  had  it ;  also  a  drink  with  the 
lessee;  also,  on  returning  to  the  Alexandra,  just  one  with 
all  the  "  boys  "  who  had  assembled  to  meet  "  Drag  "  and 
Co.  To  bed,  anxiously  awaiting  the  morning.  "Break- 
fast at  nine,  please,  Mr.  Toogood." 


The  breakfast  came ;  the  morning  broke ;  the  tide  was 
out;  the  rain  came  down;  we  were  in;  and  there  we 
remained,  for  the  prospects  of  fishing  were  anything  but 
favourable.  Now  for  the  fishing  !  Arrayed  in  sou'- 
westers,  sea  boots  and  macintoshes,  we  got  wet  going  to 
the  boat.  Then  discharged  the  boatman  ;  told  him  to  eat 
the  two  quarts  of  shrimps,  do  what  he  liked  with  the  sprats 
and  lugs,  and  send  the  champage  case  back.  We  followed 
it. 

 >»«•<  

"Let  us  have  some  hot  luncheon,  Mr.  Toogood — say 
at  1.30."  We  had  it.  (Better  than  cold  rabbit  pie  and 
celery,  eh?)  Then  we  discussed  the  rods  and  tackle. 
Then  we  stroUed  out,  for  at  3  o'clock  the  rain  had  ceased, 
and  the  wind  blew  enough  to  knock  another  piece  out  of 
the  3-mile  pier.  At  the  extreme  end  of  this  pier  were 
many  fishermen — that  is  to  say  out  of  about  twenty  there , 
were  three  or  four.  "Ben"  Abrahams  was  getting  am 
occasional  dab,  not  many,  and  not  very  large,  but  his  were' 
sizeable.  So  were  two  or  three  others.  The  remainder ' 
basketed  everything  that  came  up;  dabs  quite  2in.  in 
length,  and  even  the  harmless  unnecessary  crab. 


_  "  Chacun  a  son  gout." — Certainly!  I  like  the  long 
line  if  I'm  fishing  for  the  pot,  but  when  fishing  for  sport 
the  rod  is  preferable.  It  was  "  amoosin' "  to  see  several 
Eo-called  anglers  using  two,  three,  four,  and  even  five  lines, 
all  tied  on  to  the  pier.  They  were  using  lines  that  would 
have  been  useful  as  clothes  Unes,  and  kept  working  away 
at  them,  getting  them  out  of  tangle — and  rebaiting.  The 
bait  merchants  must  have  done  a  roaring  trade,  for  the 
fish  (or  crabs)  made  a  clean  sweep  of  everything  offered 
them,  and  quite  unknown  to  the  fishermen.  I  should  like 
to  see  this  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  baby  fish  prohibited 
by  the  Southend  authorities.  Why  does  not  Mr.  Charles 
Hussey  (a  resident)  see  to  this  P 
>  »  >  *  ( 

Just  one  little  bit  more  fishing  before  we  leave 
Southend.  The  wind,  as  I  have  said,  blew.  My  nose  was 
blue.  My  cap  was  secured  by  a  bit  of  wire  line  (had  no 
hemp  handy).  Found  it  useful,  for  I  came  home  with  my 
own  cap.  Not  so  "  Charles."  His  seven-and-sixpenny 
B.S.A.S.  Commodore  cap,  on  which  was  fastened  the 
B.S.A.S.  badge,  went  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the 
North  Sea.  There  were  no  boats  handy  for  the  rescue, 
and  so,  it  is  presumed,  will  ere  this  be  food  for  conger 
or  cod. 

 )*>*< 

I  HAVE  often  heard  tha<;  well-known  sea  fisherman 
(Zaehnsdorf )  relate  the  story  of  the  cod  and  mackintosh 
sleeve.  Some  poor  sailor  bad  lost  his  oilskin,  and  some 
poor  cod— hungry  perhaps,  and  taking  a  fancy  to  the  oil— 
had  swallowed  the  sleeve.  It  was  discovered  when  being 
prepared  for  table,  and  the  chef  of  the  hotel  is  keeping  it 
as  a  "  momentum."  Look  out  for  Hussey's  hat  when  you 
catch  or  buy  cod.  It  will  ba  recognised  by  the  B.S.A.S. 
badge. 

Also  look  out  for  a  startling  headline  in  the  evening 
papers.  "  During  the  recent  gales  a  fishing  boat  was  dis- 
covered bottom  upwards.  N«ar  it  was  found  floating  a 
seaman's  cap,  on  which  was  fastened  a  very  pretty  badge — 
B.S.A.S."  Should  this  meet  the  eye  of  the  bereaved 
widow,  it  shall  be  forwarded  at  once  on  application  to 

Dragnet. 
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iao«s  from  tije  i^orti). 


Fixer  weather  seldom  if  ever  favoured  the  opening  on 
he  far  north  streams  of  Sutherlandshire  as  was  expe- 
ienced  last  week.  Fresh  fish  were  seen  on  the  lower 
■eaches,  but  the  rivers  were  too  high  for  good  sport  all 
)ver.   

The  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  district  opened  in  the  midst  of  a 
olinding  snowstorm,  and  dashed  for  the  nonce  the  other- 
sviae  bright  prospects  of  fair  weather  at  least.  The  advent 
of  hard  weather,  however,  will  have  the  favourable  effect 
of  checking  the  floods  and  reducing  the  water  to  its 
normal  level.   

I  Now  that  a  commencement  has  been  made  on  the  first 
group  of  early  spring  salmon  waters,  greater  interest  will 
be  manifested  as  to  the  prospects  on  the  second  and  main 
group  of  streams,  which  open  on  the  Hth  prox  ,  some 
eighty  in  number,  as  also  in  the  netting,  which  also  opens 
on  the  11th.   

A  sudden  change  in  the  weather  has  been  experienced 
since  Sunday,  and  a  considerable  fall  of  snow  has  taken 
place  in  the  Grampians  and  northerr  ranges.  As  it  has 
come  from  the  west,  however,  the  prospects  are  that  it 
will  not  be  long.   

Salmon  disease  has  been  rather  prevalent  on  the  Tay 
during  the  winter,  but  as  yet  only  the  spawning  fish  seem 
to  be  aSected.  No  spring  fish  have,  as  far  as  is  known, 
been  yet  picked  out  in  a  dead  or  dying  state  from  tjhe 
disease,  and  it  is  hoped  it  may  now  disappear  with  the 
descending  kelts.   

On  Saturday  night.  Dr.  Fulton,  late  scientific  exjjert  to 
the  Scottish  Fishery  Board,  delivered  an  address  in  the 
Town  Hall,  Lossiemouth,  on  the  international  aspect  of 
the  trawling  limit.  The  address  was  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Moray  Firth  Fisheries  Association. 


Buckie,  a  rising  east  coast  fishing  town  near  Peterhead, 
is  to  have  a  fish  mart  of  its  own.  Fishery  matters  are 
going  up  by  leaps  and  bounds  in  the  north. 


It  is  understood  that  Lady  Gordon  Cathcarthas  decidsd 
on  the  erection  of  a  new  hotel  at  the  highly  attractive 
and  picturesque  village  of  Golliston,  some  three  miles 
from  the  Ythan  estuary,  on  which  Lady  Gordon  has  i')int 
proprietary  rights.  The  new  hotel  is  to  be  after  the  model 
of  Crnden  Bay  Hotel,  although  probably  of  smaller 
dimensions.   


Cluny  Caatle,  in  Aberdeenshire,  is  a  favourite  resort  of 
the,  Duke  of  ConnaughJ  when  ^t  Balmoral.  Other 
members  of  the  royal,  family  pay  yearly  visits  to  the 
Cathcart  party,  and  this  new  hotel  will  form  an  admirable 
adjunct  to  Cluny  Castle  during  the  autumn  season. 


Since  commencing  these  notes  a  snowstorm  has  been 
raging  with  considerable  severity,  and  from  6in.  to  1ft.  of 
snow  has  fallen  in  the  Inverness  district.  The  more  the 
better  for  the  spring  prospects  in  general. 


Mr.  G.  Sim,  naturalist,  TSiIarischal-street,  tas  just 
received  three  pheasants,  crosses  between  the  golden  and 
the  common.  The  cross  is  a  very  peculiar  and  quite  an 
uncommon  one.  Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
A  fully-attended  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last, 
Jan.  12,  at  the  headquarters.  The  meeting  was  called  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  the  working  committee  for  the 
ensniDgyear.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  iJance 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  president,  in  opening  the 
meeting,  pointed  out  to  the  delegates  the  good  work  the 
committee  had  done  during  the  past  twelve  months  ;  they 
had  all  worked  together  with  one  common  object,  and  that 
was  to  bene£t  the  association  as  far  as  possible  with  their 
council  and  wisdom.  The  secretary  reported  that  fourteen 
committee  meetings  had  been  held  during  the  year,  and 
that  the  attendances  of  the  members  bad  been  all  that 
could  be.desired.  In  some  few  instances  the  committee- 
men had  been  unable  to  attend  tlirough  illness, 
but  the  majority  of  the  members  had  attended 
the  whole  of  the  meetings.  The  result  of  the 
election  was  as  follows,  the  following  twenty  members 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes,  namely  :  Messrs. 
Halliday,  Birmingham  Piscatoriala ;  Hughes,  St.  Paul's; 
Foster,  St.  Stephen's  j  Kingham,  SpriugHill;  Bowley, 
Goo^  Intent ;  Oilman,  Lozell  8  Falcon  ;  Tucker,  Deritend  j 
Gnmley,  Chando«;  Perry,  Aston  Britannia;  Bagley, 
Alliance  ;  Jolly,  Clneen'a  Arms  ;  Neale,  Birmiogham 
Heath;  Rabone,  Fruitful  Vine;  Jones,  Highgate  Park; 
Cnrrie,  Belmwit  Royal  ;  Dudley,  Haddleton ;  Hands- 
worth,  Yardley  Manor  ;  Kingerley,  Highgate  ;  and 
Griffiths,  St.  George's,  Mr.  W.  Phipps,  of  the  Rose  and 
Crown  Society,  waa  elected  general  auditor.  For  some 
time  past  it  ha<i  been  thought  that  the  different  railway 
companies  have  been  very  slow  in  not  taking  action  against 
the  members  of  such  l^rse  aasociations  as  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  for  lending  their  traveUing  cards  to 
ii'jp'inembeni.  A  case  was  heard  at  the  Bristol  Police- ' 
court,  of  which  a  fall  account  will  appear  in  anothe. 


column,  in  which  both  the  lender  and  the  borrower  were 
fined  40s.  and  costs  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  11  last,  for  so  com- 
mitting themselves.  This,  when  it  becomes  known ,  will  deter 
members  of  all  associations  throughout  the  country  from 
rendering  themselves  liable  to  prosecution  ;  it  will  also  be 
the  means  of  strengthening  the  associations,  as  there  are 
many  anglers  who,  as  long  as  they  can  borrow  a  card,  will 
not  join  any  society  ;  they  will  now  have  to  choose  either 
to  join  a  club  or  pay  the  full  fare.  Anyway,  it  will  teach 
all  a  lesson,  and  settle  the  important  question  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  railway  companies.  The  Provincial  and 
Birmingham  Associations  have  asked  the  railway 
companies  to  take  these  cases  up  before,  but  they 
have  refused,  and  left  the  matter  in  the  hands  of 
the  associations  to  deal  with  the  offenders  as  they 
think  fit;  expulsions  have  followed,  but  still  now  and 
again  a  case  crops  up,  but  now  that  the  companies  have 
begun  to  take  action,  we  shall  not  be  troubled  with  any  such 
cases  in  the  future.  I  wish  to  remind  the  secretaries  of  the 
branch  associations  of  the  P.A.A .  thattheColes'  testimonial 
fund  wiU  shortly  close,  and  those  wishing  to  contribute  to  it 
should  forward  their  donations  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  sec- 
retary of  the  P.  A.  A.  The  committee,  who  have  the  matter  in 
hand,  wish  to  make  the  testimonial  as  large  as  possible,  in 
order  to  recompense  Mr.  T.  Coles  for  the  good  work  he 
has  done,  and  the  loss  of  time  and  money  which  he  has 
been  put  to  in  furthering  the  interests  of  the  angling 
community  at  large.  Rain  and  wind  has  again  very  much 
interfered  with  our  sport.  All  our  rivers  are  flooded,  and 
the  water  is  out  over  the  meadows  in  low  lying  districts 
for  miles.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Stafford  to 
this  effect.  Under  the  circumstances  angling  is  almost  at 
a'standstiU. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Towards  the  end  of  last  week  a  check  was  put  upon 
angling  operations  in  the  Fen  district  in  consequence  of 
the  flooded  condition  of  the  rivers,  the  result  of  Thursday's 
heavy  rain,  and  since  then,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
wind  storms,  only  desultory  sport  has  been  obtained.  The 
waters,  however,  have  fined  down  again,  and  angling 
generally  has  been  improved  by  the  freshet.  Roach  fish- 
ing, in  particular,  has  undergone  a  marked  change,  and 
with  suitable  bait— worms  and  paste  for  preference — as 
good  sport  has  been  met  with  as  is  often  experienced  in  the 
autumn.  Especially  has  this  been  the  case  in  the 
Tattershall  district,  where  the  Bain  falls  into  the  Witham, 
and  at  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal,  near  Dog- 
dyke.  Another  water  which  is  just  now  attracting  the 
attention  of  visitors,  and  which  will  continue  to  do  so  so 
long;  as  the  open  weather  continues,  is  the  Glen,  at 
Surfleet,  where  bags  varying;  from  151b.  to  201b.  of  roach 
have  been  captured  in  a  single  day.  The  heavy  gales  have 
quite  upset  the  arrangements  of  pike  fishermen  ;  but  those 
who  have  operated  in  periods  of  calm  weather  have  found 
the  fish  more  disposed  to  feed  than  has  been  the  case  for 
some  time.  In  this  department  the  Witham  and  Welland 
are  showing  the  best  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Live  bait  fishing  for  pike  has  been  fairly  good  in  the 
upper  stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  and  also  in_  its 
tributaries  and  at  the  beck-ends,  where  several  good-sized 
fish  have  been  met  with.  Odd  fish  have  also  been  taken 
in  the  lower  waters  at  Beverley  Beck-end  and  at  Wawne. 
A  few  fish  of  fair  size  have  also  been  taken  in  the  vicinity 
of  Brigg,  on  the  river  Anoholme,  but  our  local  pike  fisher- 
men have  done  by  far  the  best  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  and  the  ponds  in  the  Newport  district,  where  fish 
up  to  51b.  each  have  been  taken.  Roach  fishing  since  the 
New  Year  came  in  has  only  been  very  moderate  con- 
sidering the  success  of  our  city  roach  men  during  the 
month  of  December,  but  this  may  chiefly  be  accounted  for 
owing  to  the  stormy  weather  and  swollen  condition  of  the 
river.  A  few  nice-sized  roach  were  taken  during  last  week 
in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  above  Hempholme 
Lock  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bingham,  and  amongst 
the  fish  shown  at  the  clubhouses  Mr.  N.  Cracknell,  of  the 
Globe  Angling  Society,  had  a  roach  that  scaled  lib.  Sjoz  , 
taken  near  Emmotland,  this  being  about  the  best  fish  shown 
since  the  advent  of  the  New  Year .  Worm  fishing  for  flounders 
and  eels  is  being  practised  with  a  fair  amount  of  success  at 
the  havens  and  drains  entrances,  and  also  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  river.  One  of  our  most  successful  pike 
fishermen,  Mr.  Charles  Snowden  Nowell,  passed  away 
rather  suddenly  on  Jan.  5.  He  was  much  respected  by  a 
large  circle  of  angling  friends,  and  will  be  greatly  missed 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hull,  which  was  his  happy 
hunting  ground.  A  new  angling  society  is  in  contempla- 
tion at  Newland,  the  matches  to  be  fished  on  the  river 
Hull  on  Saturday  afternoons.  The  first  match  on  the 
river  Hull  this  season,  open  to  all  comers,  will  take  place 
at  Dunswell  on  May  13,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Blundell,  Spence,  and  Company's  Angling  Society. 
Another  new  angling  society  is  being  formed  at  the 
Bangor  Castle  Inn,  Providence-row,  Mr.  H.  Hudson 
being  apjwinted  the  hon.  secretary  pro  tcin.  The 
members  of  the  Tigress  Angling  Society  dined  together  At 
headquarters  on  the  'Jth  instant,  when  a  most  pleasant 
evening  waa  spent,  and  the  president  (Mr.  J.  P.  Sherwood) 
in  his  address  to  the  members,  said  that  although  the 
society  had  only  been  in  existence  about  seven  months, 
they  had  fished  for  about  £11  in  prizes,  and  had  a 
good  balance  in  hand  to  commeLCO  the  season  with. 
The  Duke  of  York  A.  8.  have  removed  their  headquarters 
to  the  Gainsborough  Tavern,  in  High-street,  where  the 
club's  business  will  in  future  be  conducted,  a  special 
meeting  being  held  there  this  (Saturday)  evening,  on 
important  business.  The  Central  Hull  Angling  Society's 
ball,  which  took  place  at  the  Central  Hall,  was  a  most 
enthusiastic  and  successful  affair.  (Jn  Monday  evening 
ne^t  the  North  Myton  A.S.  will  hold  their  annual  .--oD  c'r 
and  ball  at,  the  same  hall ;  and  the  Victoria  A.S.  have 
their  annual  meeting  at  headquarters. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
The  controversy  respecting  sea  gulls  and  the  alleged 
mischief  they  work  upon  fish  life  advanced  a  ttage  on 
Thursday,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Webt  Cumberland  Fishery 
Board.  The  clerk  read  a  letter  from  the  Home  Office,  in 
answer  to  one  sent  by  the  board,  asking  the  procedure 
necessary  to  get  the  black-headed  gull  rsmoved  from  the 
list  of  birds  protected  by  the  Act.  The  reply  stated  that 
the  steps  necessary  to  this  end  were  for  the  board  to  ask 
the  County  Council  to  make  application  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  stating  the  ground  on  which  the  application  was 
based.  Mr.  W.  H.  Watson  suggested  that  a  little  more 
time  be  given  to  the  question.  There  were  several  kinds 
of  black-headed  gulls,  but  he  believed  the  resolution 
passed  at  their  last  meeting  referred  to  the  lesser  black- 
backed  gull,  and  this  bird  was  not  detrimental  to  fish. 
Small  black-headed  gulls  did  little,  if  any,  damage  to  fish, 
but  they  were  of  great  benefit  to  the  farmer  by  killing 
insects  and  other  parasites  injurious  to  crops.  He 
suggested  that  they  should  obtain  further  information,  and 
discriminate  between  the  two  species,  and  not  make  a 
representation  to  the  County  Council  simply  as  to  the 
"  black-headed  gull." 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Liverpool  is  a  city  just  at  present  affording  a  lot  of 
interest  in  angling  matters.  For  some  time  they  have 
displayed  plenty  of  healthy  enthusiasm,  their  latest  item 
being  a  movement  to  federate  all  clubs  into  one  general 
association.  Like  Manchester  was,  their  affections  are 
divided  between  two  premier  associations,  and  with  a  view 
to  getting  evidence  to  guide  them,  Mr.  Bedford,  gen.  sec. 
of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association,  visited  Liverpool  on 
the  14th,  and  so  satisfied  were  those  at  the  meeting,  that  it 
was  resolved  to  form  a  centre  of  the  N.A.A. ;  and  vrith 
Mr.  R.  WoolfaU  as  hon.  sec.  and  representative  to 
executive  council  they  have  an  efficient  oflicial  to_  start 
with.  The  proceedings  were  unanimous  and  enthusiastic, 
and  stand  adjourned  for  completion  until  to-day  (21st). 
Several  additional  stations  have  been  added,  most 
favouring  the  anglers  at  Bamfurlong  and  Stalybridge. 
The  Clarendon  A.S.,  at  Openshaw,  is  developing  into 
a  strong  one.  The  last  general  meeting  of  the  County 
Palatine  Angling  Association  was  held  on  the  l^th, 
and  was  attended  by  delegates  from  sixteen  societies, 
when  it  was  resolved  that  no  action  be  taken  to  acquire 
any  fishing  rented  by  any  club  or  association  without  their 
consent.  Notice  of  motion  was  given  to  the  effect  that  in 
future  all  meetings  be  held  at  some  hotel  in  the  city  con- 
venient for  the  majority.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Britannia  Inn,  Rowsley-street,  Ashton  New-road, 
Bradford,  Manchester,  on  March  9. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Good  Intent  A.S.  report  further  progress  with 
their  new  venture.  Several  new  members  kave  joined, 
and  more  are  offering.  A  report  is  to  hand  from  the  old 
Standard  A.S.  On  Jan.  16  they  elected  the  following  as 
their  executive  for  1899 :  President,  Mr.  Clarke  ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  Vignerot ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Chadwick ; 
secretary,  Mr.  M.  Plant;  committee,  Messrs.  Dyson, 
Ewart,  and  Underwood ;  delegate,  Mr.  Lloyd.  The 
president  congratulated  the  members  on  their  sound 
position  in  every  way,  and  intimated  that  owing  to  the 
great  success  of  their  last  match,  that  of  the  coming 
season  would  probably  be  on  the  same  lines.  Several  new 
members  were  enrolled,  and  others  vrill  come  on  for 
voting  at  the  next  meeting,  when  several  items  of 
deferred  business  will  also  be  discussed.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  Buokland  Angling  Society  was  a  great 
success.  After  the  dinner  there  was  an  interval  for  social 
intercourse,  during  which  the  guests  were  amused  with  a 
"  gramophone  "  programme.  Then  came  the  event  of  the 
evening,  Mr.  Bibby's  lecture  on  his  angling  trip  to  Ireland, 
or  through  the  BaUintra  district  with  rod  and  camera. 
Mr.  W.  Johnson  manipulated  the  lantern  satisfactorily, 
and  as  one  scene  after  another  was  depicted  the  grandeur  of 
this  wild  district  was  effectively  demonstrated.  The  Moss 
Side  Socials  are  again  in  evidence  with  more  stocking 
operations.  They  have  arranged  for  another  large  con- 
consignment  of  mature  roach  and  other  coarse  fish. 
Several  city  clubs  were  busy  last  Saturday  transferring 
fish  to  their  waters. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  is  really  no  practical  angling  news  to  record  or 
relate.  The  fact  is  the  Trent  has  been  running  in  flood 
volume  for  a  week,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  waters 
were  out  in  the  meadows.  On  the  15th  inst.  anglers 
mustered  in  force  on  the  southern  bank  above  the  City 
Bridge  hoping  to  kUl  roach  in  the  slacks  behind  the  weir  ; 
but  before  the  advent  of  noon  rain  began  to  pelt  down,  and 
the  downpour  continued  for  hours.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  F.  J. 
Lindley  tried  the  "  Slough  "  at  Beeston,  but  found  the 
water  too  thick  for  fish  to  discern  a  bait.  Recently,  in 
Flintham  Lake,  Mr.  E.  Bull  and  Mr.  J.  Bell  killed  a 
dozen  pike. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Better  sport  has  been  obtained  during  the  last  week  by 
Sheffield  anglers,  but  the  weather  has  again  been  too 
unsettled'  to  allow  of  fishing  being  followed  with  that 
degree  of  comfort  which  would  render  it  enjoyable  in  the 
extreme.  The  river  Trent,  as  usual,  has  been  patronised 
by  a  large  number  of  anglers,  and  during  the  end  of  last 
week  a  good  deal  of  fishing  was  obtained,  the  water  having 
run  down  a  little  after  the  recent  heavy  rains.  Pike 
anglers  have  had  a  fairly  good  time  of  it,  and  at  Shardlow 
some  very  tine  heavy  fish  have  been  captured,  whilst 
other  well-known  stretches  have  been  well  looked  after. 
The  water  has  been  of  a  very  good  colour  for  roach  fishing, 
a  few  nice  baskets  having  been  obtained  at  Fiskerton, 
Barton,  and  other  places,  the  oockspur  worm  haying  proved 
very  deadly,  with  the  result  that  some  exceptionally  fine 
fish  have  been  secured.   The  lower  reaches  of  the  Trent 
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have  not  fished  very  well,  and  it  is  not  until  the  weather 
settles  that  really  good  sport  is  anticipated.  Visitors  to 
the  well-known  winter  stream,  the  Idle,  have  dropped  in  for 
some  first  rate  sport  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Retford,  roach  and  dace  having  turaished  some  capital 
fishing,  whilst  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Matteraey  pike 
have  been  fonnd  to  well  repay  the  trouble  of  anglers  who 
have  gone  with  the  special  intention  of  devoting  their 
energies  to  this  particular  branch  of  sport.  The  Witham 
is  just  now  in  rattling  condition,  and  anglers  seem  to 
increase  in  numbers  every  week.  Roach  have  been 
diligently  fished  for,  and  by  using  paste  and  worms  as  bait 
the  majority  of  rodsters  have  accounted  for  some  nice 
takes,  a  good  proportion  of  the  fish  running  up  to  decent 
size,  lib.  being  about  the  top  weight.  The  heavy  rain  has 
nearly  spoilt  pike  fishing,  but  at  Bardney  there 
has  been  no  lack  of  sport  amongst  roach.  In  the  Bain, 
the  Dogdyke,  and  Sleaford,  several  roach  anglers  have 
had  a  very  good  time,  the  condition  of  the  former  river 
being  in  marked  contrast  to  what  it  was  in  the  summer, 
when  the  bottom  weeds  choked  the  water  and  made  the 
lot  of  the  angler  an  unhappy  one.  Pike  fishing  in  Hornsea 
Mere  has  been  followed  with  gratifying  success  during  the 
last  week  or  so,  and  anglers  are  also  looking  forward  to 
getting  some  good  eels  out  of  the  water.  Very  little  fly 
fishing  has  been  obtained  in  the  Wye  and  Derwent  owing 
to  the  height  of  the  water,  but  a  fair  amount  of  coarse 
fishing  has  been  secured. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Angling  is  quite  at  a  standstill  in  this  district.  All  the 
rivers  are  full  of  highly  coloured  water,  and,  with  the 
heavy  ttorms  we  are  having,  it  will  be  some  time  before 
either  stream  will  be  fishable  again.  Some  few  have  had 
a  little  sport  among  the  pike  in  private  water,  but  not 
many  fish  have  teen  taken.  Meetings  have  been  held  at 
the  various  clubhouses,  and  the  arrangements  for  the 
coming  season  are  nearly  complete.  The  St.  John's  Club 
have  arranged  to  have  their  annual  dinner  on  Feb.  2,  and 
it  is  hkely  to  be  a  good  affair.  The  Good  Intent  Club 
have  removed  their  headquarters  from  the  Pour  Ways  Inn 
to  the  Gloucester  Arms,  Copenhagen-street.  The  salmon 
hive  been  passing  over  the  weirs  in  numbers,  and  there 
should  be  more  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Severn  than 
have  been  for  years.  The  season  opens  in  another  fort- 
night, but  the  local  fishermen  do  not  expect  to  have  very 
good  foitune,  bo  many  fish  having  gone  up  the  river. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  continuance  of  stormy  weather  has  not  permitted 
of  either  enjoyable  or  saccesaful  angling.  The  flooded 
and  discoloured  state  of  the  rivers  has  proved  disheartening, 
and,  even  under  the  most  favourable  conditions  that  could 
be  sought  out  by  experienced  hands,  the  poor  results  have 
by  no  means  compensated  for  the  discomfort  undergone. 
Many  anglers  who  have  ventured  abroad  are  said  to  have 
had  "  lively  "  times,  which  is  very  likely  indeed.  The 
week-end  reports  had  very  little  to  show  in  either  the 
quantity  or  the  quality  of  the  fish  caught,  and  prospects  were 
little'  better  for  the  present  week.  Owing  probably  to 
the  prevalence  of  mild  weather,  grayling  have  not  been 
anxious  for  fly  or  bait.  The  season  for  this  class  of  fish, 
in  the  Wharfe  and  the  Yore  especially,  seems  to  have  been 
a  poor  one.  Early  this  week  there  were  sharp  frosts, 
which,  however,  quickly  resolved  into  thaws  before  the 
advancing  south-westerly  currents,  and  Wednesday  last 
witnessed  a  condition  of  things  for  anglers  generally  of  a 
somewhat  depressing  character.  Purely  local  fishing  in 
Ouse  and  Foss  waters  remains  at  a  very  ordinary  level, 
there  being  nothing  unusual  to  report.  The  gathering 
in  connection  with  the  York  Amalgamation,  at  the  Bay 
Horse  Hotel,  this  (Saturday)  evening,  has  of  late  formed 
the  principal  topic  in  angling  circles.  It  is  anticipated 
that  some  very  important  topics  relating  to  angling  will  be 
touched  upon.  It  is  complained  by  York  anglers  that  they 
are  placed  at  a  very  great  disadvantage  in  having  to  seek 


most  of  their  sport  in  other  rivers  than  the  Ouse,  which 
flows  past  their  doors.  This  state  of  things  is  attributed 
to  the  (J  use  not  being  covered  by  the  Fresh- water 
Fisheries  Act,  the  river  poacher  having  it  all  his  own  way 
in  consequence.  This  is  one  of  the  chief  grievances  of  the 
Amalgamated  Anglers,  who  seek  to  have  a  close  time  for 
the  Ouse,  and  to  stop  the  netting  system,  which  is  found 
to  be  most  pernicious  and  ruinous  to  angling. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
G.  W. — The  only  coarse  fish,  other  than  pike,  mentioned 
by  "  Hi-Regan "  in  "  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in 
Ireland,"  are  perch,  concerning  which  he  has  much  to 
say  on  page  14,  under  the  heading  of  "  Perch  Fishing 
with  the  Fly."  They  are  also  casually  alluded  to  on 
pp.  147,  149,  and  150. 


[We  do  not  liold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspotidents.~l 


THE  MAY  FLY  ON  THE  AMOUR. 

SiE, — Some  time  ago,  in  reading  Mr.  H.  de  Windt's 
"The  New  Siberia"  (Chapman  and  Hall,  1896),  I  came 
across  a  paragraph  in  his  book,  which  I  noted  at  the  time, 
but  which  I  had  afterwards  overlooked,  and  which,  I 
think,  may  be  of  interest  to  anglers  generally,  but 
especially  to  that  portion  of  them  more  closely  identiSed 
with  midland  and  south  country  angling. 

Mr.  de  Windt,  in  relation  to  his  voyage  upon  the  lower 
Amour  and  of  the  vessel's  approach  to  Michaelovsky, 
which  he  describes  as  a  pretty  village  not  far  inland  from 
Nioholaefsk,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Amour,  says  : 
"  We  approached  the  village  (Michaelovsky)  towards  sun- 
set,  after  a  glorious  day,  and  as  we  did  so  witnessed  a 
curious  sight.  Millions  of  large  white  moths  suddenly 
surrounded  the  steamer,  and  the  river  (previously  gliesy 
as  a  mirror)  became  alive  with  splashing,  leaping  fish, 
attracted  to  the  surface  by  the  fluttering  insects.  The 
swarm  was  so  dense  that,  viewed  against  a  background  of 
dark  pine  forest,  it  looked  like  a  heavy  snowstorm. 

Is  there  any  trout  angler  acquainted  with  the  May  Fly 
who  does  not  believe  that  these  "  white  moths  "  were  not 
as  Mr.  de  Wiudt  describes  them,  but  in  reality  May  Flies  ? 

Miehaelovsky,  I  believe,  is  not  above  100  miles  north  of 
Vladivostock,  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  Siberian  Rail- 
way now  in  course  of  construction  by  Russia.  There  is, 
Mr.  de  Windt  says,  a  fleet  of  about  twenty-five  steamers 
now  on  the  Amour,  and  it  was  upon  one  of  these  vessels 
that  he  steamed  down  the  river  for  a  distance  of  upwards 
of  700  miles. 

Nicholaefsk,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Amour,  Mr.  de  Windt 
tells  us,  is  about  four  miles  wide,  so  I  take  it  that  the  river 
will  not  be  much  narrower  at  Michaelovsky. 

What  think  you  of  this,  ye  May  Ply  anglers,  and  of  the 
sight  which  a  tire  summer's  evening  would  produce  over 
upwards  of  1000  miles  of  this  great  river,  without  reckon- 
ing the  possibilities  which  the  locality  would  place  at  an 
angler's  command  ? — Yours,  &c.,  W.  B. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  "  W.  B."  for  this  interesting 
note,  and  have  no  doubt  the  "moths"  are  really  mem- 
bers of  the  great  family  of  the  Ephemeridau.    Some  are 


To  Sportsmkn  — Burberrys,  of  30,  Haymarket,  London,  are 
now  offering,  at  half  price,  their  1898  model  and  stock  sporting 
garments,  in  gabardine,  combination,  and  rain-proofed  tweed; 
shooting  coats,  26s.  Sd.  and  31b.  6d. ;  breeches,  15s.  and  2l3. ; 
Burberry  capes  and  long  overcoats,  3l3.  6d.;  farmers' overcoats, 
168. ;  Scotch  stockings,  2b.  9d.  Sent  on  approval  on  receipt  of 
I  cheque  covering. 


much  whiter  and  slighter  than  our  Epltemera  vulgata  or 
dan  tea ,  and  others  larger  and  much  stouter  in  the  body. — 
Ed.]   

IMPROVED  BAIT  PRESERVING. 

Sir, — I  am  glad  to  see  that  my  letter  on  this  subject  has 
led  to  a  certain  amount  of  correspondence.  What  strikes 
one  as  most  curious  are  the  varied  opinions  of  your  corre- 
spondents as  to  the  utility  of  certain  methods ;  but  as  a 
very  old  hand  at  bait  preserving,  I  suspect  that  the 
differences  of  opinion  are  really  due  to  differences  of  use. 
To  myself,  for  instance,  whose  fishing  is  practically  limited 
to  trout,  with  an  occasional  salmon,  it  is  quite  conceivable 
that  a  plan  may  be  useful  which  is  of  no  use  for  pike 
fishing  owing  to  the  different  way  in  which  those  fish 
approach  their  prey.  If,  therefore,  my  experience  differs 
from  that  of  others  who  have  written,  1  hope  that  they 
will  attribute  it  to  this,  the  real  cause,  and  not  to  simple 
"  cussedness." 

As  "  W.  P.  H."  says,  the  bait  question  is  not  yet  settled, 
I  venture  to  prophesy  that  it  never  will  be  till  we  find  a 
way  of  keeping  fish  alive  without  water.  Even  preserving 
in  ice  or  cold  chambers  won't  do  it,  as  fish  kept  thus, 
though  they  keep  good  and  preserve  their  colours,  lose 
s  )me  of  the  glitter  that  makes  a  live  or  freshly  killed  bait 
attractive.  I  think,  however,  that  if  your  correspondents 
will  try  the  plan  I  advocated  of  first  keeping  the  baits  for 
twenty -four  hours  in  a  weak  solution  of  formaldehyde  (1 
in  250 — equal  to  a  one  per  cent,  solution,  or  dilution 
rather,  as  Mr.  Hussey  points  out,  of  formalin),  and  then 
keeping  the  baits  in  glycerine,  they  will  get  all  the 
advantages  of  formalin — the  natural  glitter  of  the  biit. 
The  reason  of  this  is,  I  think,  that  the  watery  solution 
soaks  the  scales,  rendering  them  sodden,  which  the 
glycerine  apparently  does  not.  As  to  the  stiffness  in 
formalined  baits,  to  which  some  of  your  correspondents 
seem  to  object,  is  to  me,  as  a  trout  fisher,  "  a  boon  and  a 
blesi-iog,"  as  once  the  baits  are  curved  to  the  proper  extent 
they  do  not  lose  their  elasticity  for  a  much  longer  time 
than  a  fresh  bait.  The  apparatus  I  use  is  80_  simple  that 
anyone  can  make  it  for  himself  with  the  aid  of  a  few 
strips  of  tin  and  a  strong  pair  of  scissors. 

Then  there  is  a  consideration  which  I  suspect  may  have 
to  be  faced  soon.  By  the  new  postal  regulations  as  to 
"  deleterious  fluids,"  there  is  no  saying  but  the  authorities 
may  conceive  it  their  duty  to  forbid  the  postage  of  bottles 
of  baits  unless  sent  by  registered  letter  and  packed  in  a 
metal  box.  I  do  not  say  that  they  will,  but  it  is  quite 
conceivable  that  they  may,  and  then  there  would  be  a 
pretty  kettle  of  fish.  Now,  fish  preserved  as  I  directed 
will  keep  some  time  without  drying  up  or  wilting,  and 
miy  thus  be  sent  free  of  all  liquid  but  the  little  glycerine 
adhering  to  them. 

So  far  of  the  method  I  suggested.  Of  the  various  other 
plans  proposed,  I  may  say  that  I  have  tried  them  all  and 
found  them  wanting.  I  have  tried  glycerine  alone,  and 
in  combination  with  boric  acid,  borax,  boro-glycerid, 
and  tannic  acid  (this  la^t  is  the  Pharmacopoeal 
glycerine  of  tannic  acid),  and  found  that  it  had  the 
disadvantage  for  a  preservative  of  not  keeping  the  baits 
fit  for  use.  I  have  also  tried  the  boric  acid  and  salt 
cure,  and  found  it  almost  as  good  as  common  salt  without 
the  acid  ;  a  combination  of  boras  and  salt  was  quite  as 
good,  and  I  fancy,  though  I  am  not  quite  sure,  that 
I  sent  a  note  on  this  subject  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  early 
in  the  "  eighties."  I  have  also  tried  inter  alia  chloride 
of  zinc,  corrosive  sublimate,  tannic  acid  without  glycerine, 
as  well  as  those  methods  depending  on  spirits.  I  must 
confess  that  I  have  never  done  well  with  methylated 
spirits,  though  baits  preserved  in  whisky  proved  useful  if 
one  could  only  reconcile  oneself  to  the  necessary  waste  of 
good  liquor,  and  the  over  festive  smell  communicated  to 
the  user  thereof. 

Baits,  especially  whitebait  or  sprats  (as  originally 
suggested  by  yourtelf),  keep  beautifully  bright  and  clear 
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)nt  I  have  always  found  minnows  simply  salted  the  surest 
)ait  till  formalin  came  in.  I  certainly  have  found  it  the 
jest  thing  yet,  but  for  the  dulling  of  baits  kept  long  in  it, 
nd  I  think  the  glycerine  treatment  disposes  of  that 
IbieotioD.  I  have  had  in  my  possession  sprats  preserved 
n  formalin  solution  for  about  two  years,  and  th»y  are 
vonderfully  clear  in  colour,  but  they  have  not  the 
ridescent  glitter  of  a  fresh  bait  ;  though,  of  course,  so 
-ery  brilliant  a  bait  can  stand  some  dimming  without 
osing  its  efficacy.— Tours  truly,  T.  Spence. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  SOUTHEND. 
Dear  Sir,— After  reading  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Satur- 
day last  that  good  sport  was  being  had  at  Southend,  I 
went  there  on  Sunday  morning,  and  sticking  at  it  m  the 
wet  and  wind  till  nearly  five  o'clock,  my  take  consisted  of 
Lwo  dabs— both,  however,  of  good  size.  Now,  as  my 
experience  coincides  with  that  of  several  of  my  friends, 
and  we  have  had  much  the  same  luck  these  few  weeks 
past,  either  our  fishing,  or  methods  of  fishing,  or  the  reports 
most  be  wrong,  unless,  of  course,  they  apply  simply  to 
boat  fishing.  I  happen  to  be  one  of  those  unfortunate 
beings  who  cannot  go  out  in  a  boat,  so  confine  myself  to 
pier  heads.  I  do  not  say  a  greater  number  of  fish  than 
stated  above  have  not  been  caught,  but  I  say  that  fish  of  good 
size  for  some  little  time  past  have  been  few  and  far 
between.  I  saw  one  or  two  strings  of  dabs  on  Sunday, 
numbering,  I  should  say,  forty  or  fifty.  But  the  size  of 
them.  No  true  sportsman  would  ever  take  them  off  the 
pier.  I  notice  these  are  caught  generally  by  fishermen 
mostly  using  hand-lines  and  very  small  hooks.  Could  not 
something  be  done  to  prevent  this  business  ?  Sport  is 
sport,  but  this  seems  destmction.  Some  of  these  gentle- 
men have  no  less  than  six  or  seven  lines  going  at  a  time. 
Between  three  of  them  on  Sunday  there  were  seventeen, 
one  having  seven,  another  six,  and  the  other  four.  Why 
not  charge  so  much  per  line  or  rod,  and  limit  the  number 
to  two  at  Southend,  as  at  other  places  ?  Perhaps  if  this 
matter  was  ventUated,  some  steps  would  by  taken  to 
improve  it. — Yours,  &c.,    ^  Observer. 

SOUTHEND  PIEE— A  SUGGESTION. 
Sib, — As  a  frequent  visitor  throughout  the  year  (and  in 
the  near  future  a  resident)  of  Southend-on-Sea,  I  have 
read  of  the  second  narrow  escape  of  the  pier,  the  first 
accident  to  which  has  so  interfered  with  our  fishing,  and  I 
certainly  think  that  all  piers  round  the  coast  could  be  pro- 
tected from  accidents  of  this  kind  by  adopting  a  very 
simple  arrangement,  which  may  suggest  even  better 
methods.  My  idea  is  that  chain  cables  of  sufficient 
strength  could  be  run  (say,  50yds.  to  100yds.  distant  from 
the  pier)  right  away  from  the  shore  to  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  end  of  it,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  steam- 
boat traffic.  The  method  of  securirg  it  in  position  would 
be  to  run  it  through  rings  affixed  to  wooden  or  other  piles 
driven  into  the  shore  at  sufficient  depth  and  at  regular 
distances,  allowing  the  chain  to  swing  clear  of  the  bottom. 
Had  this  been  in  position  before  the  Dolphin  cut  the  pier 
in  half  (I  was  on  it  at  the  time),  her  anchor  would  have 
caught  the  chain,  and  the  accident  would  have  been 
averted.  I  am  not  a  nautical  man  versed  in  winds  and 
tides ;  I  only  know  that  "  when  the  stormy  winds  do 
blow  "  such  accidents  are  always  possible,  especially  where 
long,  light  piers  are  found,  such  as  Southend,  and  where 
the  authorities,  for  cheapness,  I  suppose,  employ  f  oreign 
materials  in  the  conatrnction,  the  chances  of  serious 
damage  are  greater.  From  the  peculiar  flat  character  of 
the  shore  at  this  town,  I  should  think  that  it  is  essentially 
the  very  spot  on  which  to  test  successfully  this  idea.  A 
nautical  friend,  and  fellow  member  of  the  B.8.A.S.,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Penny,  is  at  one  with  me  in  this  suggestion. — Yours 
truly,  R.  Chas.  Graham,  C.E.  (B  S.A.8.). 


FISH  FROM  DEAL  BY  RAIL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  and  a  friend,  wishing  to  send  some  fish 
to  town  a  few  days  since,  dispatched  five  small  baskets, 
carriage  paid  through,  but  on  my  arrival  home  I  was 
informed,  to  my  surprise,  that  another  demand  of  6d.  had 
been  insisted  on,  and  paid.  I  therefore  applied  to  the 
Chatham  and  Dover  Railway  Company,  and  was  informed 
that  tkat  part  of  Canonbury  to  which  the  basket  contain 
ing  only  a  codling  (weighing  Ub.)  and  a  dozen  whiting 
was  addressed,  being  more  than  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Somerset  House,  it  was  beyond  their  radius  of  free 
delivery.  I  pointed  out  the  fact  that  Somerset  House 
was  not  the  terminus  of  the  Chatham  and  Dover  Railway, 
and  that  St.  Paul's  Road  was  not  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Holborn  Viaduct ;  but  I  could  obtain  no  satisfactory 
reply.  The  matter  seems  so  illogical  that  you  may  think 
it  worth  while  to  insert  this  as  a  caution  to  my  fellow 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S. 

The  charge  for  the  five  small  baskets,  weighing 
altogether  from  251b.  to  301b.,  being  43.  lid.,  I  should 
have  thought  sufficient  to  cover  delivery  over  a  greater 
area.— Yours  truly,  H.  J.  M. 

Jan.  12,  Wf3.   

HOW  THEY  RUIN  THE  SALMON  RIVERS. 
Sir, — I  was  much  saddened  by  the  way  in  which  they  ruin 
the  fishing  in  Ireland.    I  rented  a  smiU  river  near  Galway 
lost  year,  and  large  numbers  of  grilse  and  salmon  were 

cosftantly  waiting  to  run  op,  but  Lord  scooped  them 

out  by  hundreds  every  night  and  morning,  I  donbt 
whether  a  dozen  fish  were  canght  in  the  river  the  whole 
summer.    I  got  six  !  ! — Yours,  Ac, 

  An  Irish  Angler 

THAT  lOhi'..  PIKE. 
Sir,— While  a/;cepting  "  Dragnet's  "  suggestion  that  I 
should  take  a  landing  net  when  fishing  for  pike,  I  do  not 
claim  the  honour  you  seem  to  accord  to  me,  of  landing  a 


lO-pounder- a  most  difficult  feat— without  help.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  I  had  with  me  a  gaff,  and  was  assisted  by  a 
friend,  Walter  H.  Weil,  a  well-known  member  of  the 
Stock  Exchange,  whose  ardour  for  fishing  is  almost  equal 
to  my  own. 

The  wolf  like  rapacity  known  to  be  dormant  amongst 
members  of  the  House  probably  evidences  itsplf  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  river  wolf,  and  I  have  frequently  noticed 
my  friend's  face  light  up  with  a  more  than  ordinary  gleam 
of  pleasure  at  the  sight  of  the  hideous  head  bristling  with 
rows  of  teeth  brought  safely  to  the  punt  bottom. 

Last  Saturday  I  essayed  the  same  water,  hoping  to  find 
my  pike's  mate  ;  but  alas  !  the  three  preceding  days'  rain 
had  so  fouled  the  river  that  another  catch  was  an  impossi- 
bility. Thus  "Dragnet's"  prophesy  that  next  time  I 
should  have  a  net  but  no  fish  was  verified  to  the  letter. 
I  tempted  with  snap  and  paternoster,  but  believe  that 
even  an  Ave  Maria  would  have  failed  to  lure  a  luce. 

Saturday  was,  however,  a  glorious  day ;  the  sun  shone 
as  in  September  ;  the  cittle  were  lowing  on  the  bank  side  ; 
trees  were  budding  forth,  mistaking  winter  for  spring,  and 
the  bird's  sang  with  a  will— a  perfect  charm.  The  usual 
disagreeable  noises  were  absent  from  the  river,  the  wave- 
creating  launch,  the  noisy  boating  party,  the  loaded 
Oxford  steamers  were  ell  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 
In  the  upper  reaches  quietude  reigned  supreme,  and  I 
forgave  the  empty  creel  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  pure  and 
peaceful  air. — Yours  faithfully, 

Wentworth  Sturgeon. 


CAPTURE  OF  A  STING  RA.Y  OFF  PLYMOUTH. 

Dear  Sie,— A  fine  specimen  of  the  sting  ray  {Baia 
pastinaco)  was  caught  about  eight  miles  south-east  of  the 
Eddystone  the  day  before  yesterday  by  Capt.  Greap,  of 
the  fishing  sloop  Janet  Hunter,  P.H.  49.  As  this  fish 
belongs  to  a  most  dangerous  and  deadly  species,  it  is  a 
good  job  that  neither  of  the  crew  was  stung  by  it.  It  is 
a  very  rare  occurrence  that  the  sting  ray  is  caught  in 
English  waters.  It  is  supposed  that  the  dait  or  sting  in 
the  toil  is  used  in  obtaining  food,  which  appears  to  be 
small  fish. 

This  dart  or  spear  is  serrated  alone  the  edges  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  cuts  clean  into  your  flesh,  but  it.  cannot  be 
withdrawn  unless  it  tears  the  wound  aud  mikes  it  much 
larger— something  to  the  same  effect  as  the  barb  of  the 
hook. 

There  are  some  curious  tales  told  about  the  curative 
properties  of  this  sting.  In  olden  times  it  was  used  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  children  to  cut  their  teeth  more 
easily.  When  reduced  to  powder  it  was  believed  to  have 
the  power  of  relieving  toothache,  and  of  finally  causing 
decayed  teeth  to  drop  out  cf  their  sockets.  The  fish  was 
shown  to  me  by  Mr.  G.  Spicer,_  fishmonger,  1,  Abbey- 
place,  St.  Andrew's-street,  and  it  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit. 
— Yours,  &c.,  William  Hearder  (B  S.A.S.). 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


LOUGH  DERG  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  it  some  of  your 
readers  could  answer  ttie  following  queries  : 

1.  What  is  the  best  route  to  Lough  Derg  ? 

2.  Name  of  any  reliable  resident  who  will  give  notice 
when  the  fly  is  up  ? 

3  On  which  Irish  loughs  is  there  the  best  chance  of 
having  good  sport  with  rudd  and  bream  ? — Yours  truly, 

Blathebwyck. 

WIRE  SEA  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  venture  to  trespass  on  your  space  in  order 
to  put  before  your  numerous  readers  the  precise  nature 
of  the  problem  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Parker  and 
others  who  have  given  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  the 
matter,  a  wire  line  affordi  the  only  probable  solution. 

At  several  points  on  the  coast  there  are  rather  deep 
swims,  in  which  fish  in  large  numbers  or  of  exceptional  size 
congregate  and  feed  at  certain  times  of  the  tide,  generally 
when  the  stream  is  running  with  considerable  force.  Of 
these  I  may  mention  as  well  known  to  sea  anglers  the 
near  Deep  off  Yarmouth,  the  South  Bank  End  at  Deal, 
the  West  Roads  at  Dungenets,  and  some  excellent  marks 
off  Shoreham.  At  none  of  these  places  is  it  possible  to  fish 
with  the  line  at  a  smaller  angle  to  the  perpendicular  than 
60^''  without  the  use  of  inordinately  heavy  leads  at  such 
times  as  tie  tide  is  runniig  with  even  one  half  of  its 
spring-tide  flood  velocity 

A  very  heavy  lead  throws  an  unfair  strain  upon  a  nicely - 
constituted  rod,  and  necessitates  the  use  of  an  instrument 
like  a  barge  p<  le.  A  long  tide-swept  line  deadens  the 
vibrations  of  the  bite  and  involves  a  great  expenditure  of, 
perhaps,  valuable  time  in  running  out  and  reeling  in. 
What  sea  anglers  want  is  a  line  which,  with  a  sinker  of 
not  more  than  8oz.,  and,  if  possible,  only  6oz.,  will  reach 
and  hold  bottom  in  eight  fathoms  of  water  in  a  two-knot 
tide,  and  will  lie  at  an  angle  of  not  more  than  45  '  from  the 
perpendicular.  Its  breaking  strain  should  be  not  much 
undey  201b. 

Of^ numerous  cord  lines  which  I  have  tried  I  mention 
three  which,  though  they  do  not  quite  fulfil  the  desired 
conditions,  approximate  more  nearly  than  most  of  the  lines 
used  by  my  ronfrerea  : 

(a)  A  "Victor"  line  from  Ramsbottom,  Manchester 
(letter  H,  I  think),  38.  for  30  fithoms ; 

(h)  A  cable-laid  line,  called  "  No.  9  drab,"  from  the 
Manchester  Cotton  Twine  Company  (23.) ; 

(c)  A  cable-laid  line  from  Belfast  Twine  Company.  Not 
in  the  retail  market,  so  far  as  I  can  elicit,  but  supposed  to 
be  extremely  cheap. 

Single  wire  lines  of  extreme  thinness  would  fulfil  the 
stated  conditions,  but  there  are  other  grave  objections  to 
the  use  of  them,  which  Mr.  Parker  has  already  pointed 
out.    The  experiments  made  with  the  twisted  wire  are 


giving  great  promise,  but  they  are  hardly  as  yet  suffi- 
ciently exhaustive. 

The  resistance  which  lines  offer  to  the  water  vanes 
(approximately)  as  the  diameters  of  their  sections;  but 
their  strength  varies  (approximately)  as  the  areas  of  the 
sections,  that  is,  as  the  squ.arex  of  the  diameters.  It 
follows  that  if  you  halve  the  thickness  of  your  line,  you 
must  use  a  material  four  times  as  strong  if  you  wish  to 
have  the  same  strength.— Yours  truly, 

  Hamcs  (B.8.A  S.). 

WIRE  SEA  LINES. 

Sir, — After  trying  everything  which  has  come  along  in 
sea  lines  during  the  last  twenty  years,  I  can  give  my 
opinion  most  emphatically  that  there  is  nothing  to  beat 
hemp,  cotton,  or  silk. 

As  a  reel  line,  wire  of  any  make  which  has  appeared  up 
till  now  springs,  kinks,  or  overlaps.  As  a  hand-line, 
besides  kinking  and  want  of  pliability,  the  punishment  to 
the  hands  is  great.  I  would  ask  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  how 
his  hands  feel  after  even  one  tide's  heavy  hauling  of  cod 
or  conger  ? 

Even  used  as  snooding,  I  have  found  it  desirable  to  use 
the  snoods  as  short  as  possible. 

Wire  lines  certainly  hold  less  tide  than  any  other,  but 
good,  strong,  and  fine  hemp  lines  have  too  many  ad- 
vantages to  be  displaced  by  a  material  which  has  so  many 
disadvantages. 

Good  hemp  is  suitable  for  all  sea  fishing,  and  much  nver 
fishing,  too.— Yours  truly.  Viator. 


Dear  Sir, — Messrs.  Hearder  and  Sons'  letter,  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week,  must  ha,ve 
astonished  those  anglers  who  have  adopted  the_  wire 
running  lines  which  I  am  introducing,  because  it  is  evident, 
even  from  their  own  statement,  that  they  could  not  have 
tested  such  lines,  using  blocks  with  sheaves  the  size  of  a 
shilling.  Their  statement  is:  "  If  there  had  been  at  all 
any  virtue  or  benefit  in  using  plaited,  twisted,  or  even 
single  wire  for  sea  lines  we  should  have  adopted  it  years 
ago,  when  we  thoroughly  tested  it  " 

There  are  many  good  things  that  cannot  be  appraised  at 
their  true  value  without  piactice  and  experience.  For 
instance,  the  patent  boom  which  I  am  about  to  introduce 
in  an  improved  and  simple  form  will  not  catch  fish  unless 
the  baited  hooks  attached  to  it  are  dropped  on  the  spot 
where  fish  are  feeding.  On  the  other  hand,  whether  there 
are  fish  or  no  you  can  at  once  test  your  running  line.  And 
I  am  pleased  to  be  in  a  position  to  state  that  many  of  the 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  will  be  able  to  convince  the  most 
sceptical  or  conservative  angler  of  the  advantages  of  using 
wire  lines  provided  the  two  fish  together  in  the  same  boat, 
for  even  it  the  usual  heavy  sinkers  rendered  necessary  by 
silk  or  flix  lines  fail  to  convince  by  a  comparison  with  those 
of  his  friend  using  wire  lines  and  light  sinkers,  the  matter 
must  come  home  to  him  when  he  finds,  as  the  tide  gathers 
strength,  that  he  is  unable  to  keep  the  bottom  whilst  his 
friend  is  fishing  in  comfort. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  state  that  the  improvement 
is  so  very  marked  that  I  am  convinced  _  those  who  adopt 
wire  lines  will  no  more  be  induced  to  give  them  up  than 
our  navy  and  mercantile  marine  their  wire  hawsers  and 
rigging.  Some  of  our  best  yachts  are  now  using  phosphor 
bronze  for  these  purposes. — Yours  truly, 

  A.  W.  Parker. 

THE  STONE  FLY,  &c. 

Dear  Sib, — I  observe  in  this  week's  Fis^u/ig'  Gazette, 
page  32,  in  your  footnote  to  "  Mona's  "  letter,  you  make 
a  mistake  in  stating  the  larvaj  of  the  Stone  Fly  lives  in  a 
case  or  caddis.  The  Stone  Fly  belongs  to  the  Perlidx 
family,  nune  of  their  larvfo  having  caddis  cases.  The  Stone 
Fly,  sometimes  confused  with  the  May  Fly,  and  as  coming 
from  a  caddis  case,  is  called  Bipnnctata  bicanJata.  The 
larva  is  known  as  the  creeper.  The  fly  hatches  out  in 
May  and  June,  and  occasional  stragglers  all  summer.  The 
larvEe  hatch  in  September  and  October  with  us.  They 
grow  very  rapidly,  feeding  all  winter  principally  on  the 
larvaj  of  other  .insects  and  their  own  species.  At  present 
they  are  much  darker  in  colour  than  they  are  in  April  and 
May.  During  the  winter  they  do  not  change  their  skins, 
but  do  so  once  during  the  spring.  Before  emerging  into  a 
fly,  they  crawl  to  the  side,  on  to  the  stones,  or  up  a  stem  of 
grass,  toe  back  splits  open  and  the  fly  crawls  out,  and  soon 
flies  away,  their  flight  being  peculiar.  If  the  windis  blow- 
ing across  stream  towards  you,  they  come  whizzing  over 
like  a  wounded  bird  about  to  fall. 

Another  little  mistake,  see  page  15.  "  G.  M._"  says, 
in  the  spring  fish  in  the  Earn,  &c.,  are  like  the  7,  8,  10, 
and  12-pounder3  got  in  the  Dee,  Ac.  The  spring  fish  on 
the  Earn  average  over  201b.,  some  years  heavier.  The 
autumn  fish  average  171b. — Yours  truly, 

Perth.    P.  Malloch, 

NETTING  FOR  FISH  IN  THE  RIVER  TRENT  AT 
NOTTINGHAM. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  like  to  call  attention,  through  the 
medium  of  your  valuable  paper,  to  the  netting  there  is 
being  carried  on  in  the  river  Trent  between  the  CHfton 
Colliery  and  Beeston  Bend.  On  several  occasions  during 
the  past  few  weeks  I  have  been  an  eye-witness  to  what  I 
consider  a  condition  of  things  which  is  nothing  short  of  a 
scandal.  On  one  occasion  I  saw  the  son  of  a  local  fishing- 
tackle  dealer,  together  with  three  other  men,  net  the 
small  hole  found  just  inside  the  first  field  beyond  the 
Clifton  Colliery  ;  and  so  great  was  the  haul  of  fish  that  it 
required  the  united  efforts  of  all  four  men  to  draw  the  net 
out.  The  fish  were  then  sorted,  and  all  suitable  for  pike 
baits  and  stocking  purposes  were  put  into  a  small  tank, 
and  the  larger  fish,  which  included  several  baby  pike, 
were  put  into  a  sack,  and  the  lot  taken  away  on  a  hand- 
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cart.  I  could  scarcely  believe  there  could  be  so  many  fish 
in  the  spot  mentioned  had  I  not  seen  them  myself,  but 
perhaps  the  river  running  in  semi-flood  accounts  for  this. 
I  might  say  that  the  same  place  was  again  netted  on  behalf 
of  the  same  party  during  the  week.  One  day  during  the 
paat  week  I  saw  two  men  netting  in  all  likely  places  right 
up  beyond  Beeston  sewer.  Each  man  had  a  net — one  a 
dip,  and  the  other  a  cast  net.  I  was  pleased  to  see  their 
efforts  meet  vrith  very  little  success.  Is  there  no  one 
responsible  for  this  kind  of  thing  ?  Can  nothing  be  done 
to  put  a  stop  to  it  ?  If  it  is  allowed  to  go  on  unchecked 
there  will  be  little  use  or  pleasure  in  going  to  the  river  to 
fish  in  the  neighbourhood  I  have  named.  Many  working 
men  anglers,  like  myself,  have  not  the  time  or  means  to 
go  to  a  distance,  and  the  free  fishing  near  the  city  has  been 
looked  upon  as  a  great  boon  by  us,  but  cannot  long  remain 
80  if  something  is  not  done  to  put  a  stop  to  this  illegal 
practice.— Yours  truly,       A  Working  Man  Angler, 


SEA  PATERNOSTER  BOOMS. 

Sir,— Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton,  writing  from  Calais,  sends 
you  some  French  sea  boo»s  which  he  extols  as  simpler 
and  more  effective  than  the  combinations  of  brass  swivels 
and  a  (generally  pendent)  brass  boom  which  he  saw  at 
Deal  lately.  As  this  amounts  to  a  direct  challenge  of  my 
Patent  Straight-pull  Sea  Paternoster  (which,  by  the  way, 
happens  to  be  figured  in  Parlow's  advertisement  on  the 
page  next  to  that  containing  Mr.  Payton's  letter),  I  claim 
a  few  lines  in  reply. 

Any  boom  which  is  fixed  to,  and  projects  rigidly  at  right 
angles  from,  a  metal  attachment  in  the  same  line  as  the 
main  _  line  is  irredeemably  bad  in  principle,  and  an 
abomination  in  practice.  Every  sea  angler  with  a  ha'p'orth 
of  experience  knows  that  much.  The  French  kickshaw 
that  Mr.  Payton  has  dug  up  (from  what  pile  of  pre-historic 
remnants  Heaven  only  knows)  appears  to  be  similar  to 
what  every  little  lad  makes  for  himself,  from  bottle  wire, 
when  he  first  essays  paternostering,  and  as  figured  it  stands 
self-condemned.  Mr.  Payton  claims  for  this  barbarous 
relic  superior  simplicity  and  effectiveness.  As  to  the 
great  simplicity  of  the  thing,  and  of  those  who  may  be 
cajoled  into  using  it,  I  make  no  question  ;  but  on  what 
data,  pray,  does  he  found  his  assertion  of  superior  effective- 
ness ?  Has  he  killed  big  fish  on  both  gears ;  or  on 
either  ? 

For  aquaria  fishing,  and  for  children  fishing  up  and 
down  in  still  water  for  atherine  and  2oz.  pouts,  this 
French  trash  doubtless  serves  admirably ;  but  Mr.  Payton 
talks  of  Deal!  Now,  at  Deal  we  get  big  fish;  at  Deal 
we  cast  the  bait  well  out ;  at  Deal  there  is  a  tideway,  so 
that  willy-nilly  the  bait  usually  hits  the  ground  at  a  point 
some  distance  from  the  point  under  the  angler's  feet,  and 
if  the  boom  is  attached  at  right  angles  to  the  main  line,  the 
main  line  itself  being  at  an  angle  of,  say,  60°,  such  a  boom 
becomes  a  manifest  absurdity  in  practice.  The  whole 
truth  of  the  matter,  whether  one  is  fishing  up  and  down  or 
casting  out,  is  that  the  rigid  boom  is  bad,  because  there  is 
always  a  right  angle,  or  a  series  of  angles  equivalent  to  a 
right  angle,  between  rod  point  and  bait,  and  when  a  big 
fish  lays  hold  the  metal  suffers.  This  bending  and 
unbending  of  the  metal  damns  for  all  time  all  rigid  right 
angle  booms. 

Mr.  Payton  says  his  French  boom  was  admired  at  Deal. 
Well,  people,  even  anglers,  are  sometimes  polite,  even  at 
Deal,  and  most  of  us  admire  a  veritable  antique ;  or 
perhaps  he  uses  the  word  "  admire  "  in  its  original  sense 
of  denoting  amazement  and  surprise  ? 

My  booms  have  been  tested  to  lift  Jowt.,  and  anyone 
can  hang  a  41b.  to  101b.  weight  on  them  and  swing  them 
for  a  minute,  or  an  hour  (if  he  can),  without  bending  or 
damaging  them  ;  but  I  would  like  to  see  the  French  soda- 
bottle  wire  (twisted,  apparently,  to  make  it  strong  ?)  after 
hauling  six  score  IJlb.  whiting,  or  a  tussle  with  a  12Ib  cod. 
Mr.  Payton,  who,  I  should  imagine,  does  most  of  his  fish- 
ing with  a  "  J  "  pen,  calls  my  gear  a  pendent  boom,  quite 
oblivious  of  the  facts  (a)  that  one  does  not  fish  in  air,  but 
in  water ;  and  (h)  that  in  the  sea  the  pendent  boom  is 
strayed  out  by  the  cumulative  pressure  of  the  tide  on 
boom  and  snood  and  bait.  Clearly,  the  salient  points  in 
favour  of  my  gear  have  never  come  home  to  Mr.  Payton, 
VIZ.,  that  the  angle  intervening  between  rod  point  and  bait 
is  practically  nil ;  that  the  strain  on  the  metal  is  always 
longitudinal,  never  transverse  ;  that  the  tackle  fishes 
straight,  and  the  fish  are  hauled  in  a  direct  line. 

Mr.  Payton  further  says  :  "I  do  not  see  that  either 
swivels  or  revolving  booms  are  at  all  necessary  for  sea 
paternosters,  and  can  vouch  for  it  that  the  slightest  bite 
is  felt  when  using  these  booms  properly."  Well,  I  always 
pity  the  blind,  who  cannot  see  ;  and  the  man  who  will 
avouch  that  the  slightest  bite  is  felt  on  a  particular  tackle 
will  vouch  for  anything,  though  in  this  case  I  take  the 
more  charitable  view  that  he  is  not  aware  of  the  meaning 
of  his  words.  It  is,  of  course,  absolutely  impossible  that 
bites  can  be  felt  so  well  on  a  right  angle  boom  as  on  a 
straight  pull  boom.  But  granted  that  gingerly  bites  are 
to  be  felt  on  his  tackle,  what  of  it  ?  Does  Mr.  Payton 
really  imagine  that  sea  fish  (I  talk  not  of  eight-to-the- 
pound  fish)  are  "  struck  "  in  the  fresh-water  angler's  sense  ? 
It  occurs  to  me  that  he  must  be  one  of  those  omnipotent 
fresh-water  anglers^  who  occasionally  patronise  Deal — 
who  intend  to  astonish  the  natives  and  empty  the  sea,  but 
only  succeed  in  making  laughing  stocks  of  themselves. 
These  amazing  folk — and  we  get  fine  samples  of  them  at 
Deal — persistently  delude  themselves  that  they  "  strike  " 
their  sea  fish.  Fancy  a  rodsman  striking  a  fish,  thirty 
fathoms  of  lino  out,  IJlb.  lead  on,  and  a  .'i-knot  tide  under 
him — a  fish,  too,  that  has  already  half  digested  the  hook. 
But  I  encroach. 

Personally  I  think  no  paternoster,  not  even  my  own,  is 
at  all  comparable  in  efficiency  as  a  fish  slaying  implement 
to  the  Kentish  rij,  and  if  had  to  catch  fish  for  a  living 
(which  the  Lord  forbid  !),  I  should  use  hand-line  and 


spreader.  But  anglers  are  wedded  to  the  rod,  and  let  no 
man  sunder  them. — Yours  &c.,  John  Kieby. 

[Mr.  Payton  (known  for  nearly  half  a  century  as  a  salt 
and  fresh  water  angler,  under  the  name  of  "  SaroeUe,"  of 
the  Field)  did  not  mention  or  refer  specially  to  any 
particular  boom  for  sea  fishing — their  name  is  legion — 
but  he  can  hold  his  own  either  at  sea  fishing,  salmon 
fishing,  or  fishing  with  a  "  J  "  pen — if  he  cares  to  do  so. — 
Ed.]   

AVON  AND  ERME  FISHING  ASSOCIATION; 
Dear  Sir, — The  season  will  soon  be  coming  around  for 
trout  fishing  again,  and  I  see  that  some  of  the  associations 
have  had  their  annual  meetings.  I  notice  that  the  Avon 
and  Erme  Fishing  Association,  which  was  started  two  or 
three  years  ago,  are  making  some  wonderful  alterations, 
and  from  all  appearances  the  committee  and  association 
are  desirous  of  keeping  the  rivers  to  themselves.  They 
resolved  that  season  tickets,  other  than  landowners,  should 
be  limited  to  thirty;  day  tickets,  which  last  year  they 
charged  the  modest  sum  of  4s.  6d.  for,  are  this  year  to  be 
abolished ;  the  price  of  weekly  tickets  are  to  be 
raised  to  10s. ;  monthly  tickets,  £1 ;  and  tickets  for 
the  whole  season,  £2.  These  prices  are  for  trout  only, 
as  the  association  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  salmon 
licences,  which  of  course  will  be  extra.  They  also 
resolved  that  not  more  than  two  monthly  tickets  and  five 
weekly  tickets  should  be  running  at  the  same  time.  I 
don't  know  whether  the  Board  of  Trade  has  any  jurisdic- 
tion over  associations  of  this  kind,  but  I  should  recommend 
any  landowners  having  property  through  which  any 
portion  of  the  rivers  run,  to  form  themselves  into  a  com- 
pany and  issue  tickets  to  fishermen  upon  payment.  I 
am  not  sure  how  these  associations  get  their  power,  and 
upon  what  terms.  I  think  it  is  to  the  interest  of  all 
honest  fishermen  that  we  make  full  inquiries. — Yours,  &c., 
Plymouth.    William  Hearder. 


PISHING  NEAR  LEATHERHEAD. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  would 
give  me  and  several  of  my  club  members  any  information 
respecting  the  coarse  fishing  (if  any)  to  be  had  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Leatherhead. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Howell. 

[Leatherhead  is  on  the  Mole.  You  can  go  by  either 
L.B.  and  S.C.  or  L.  and  S.W.R.  by  anglers'  privilege 
tickets.  The  following,  which  appeared  in  the  Fhhinq 
Gazette  of  Dec.  14,  1895,  should  be  useful  to  you. — Ed.] 

Mole  (Surrey). — The  Mole  rises  from  springs  in  lakes 
situated  in  St.  Leonard's  and  Tilgate  Forests,  near 
Crawley,  Sussex,  and  although  fed  by  other  small 
tributaries  and  drainings  from  Ifield  Mill  Pond,  it  attains 
no  volume  until  it  reaches  Horley,  and  is  thus  of  very 
little  fishing  value.  After  passing  Horley  the  stream  is 
gradually  increased,  until  at  Betchworth  it  assumes 
greater  proportions,  and  is  of  value  to  anglers.  It  then 
pursues  a  winding  course  through  the  beautiful  vale 
country  surrounding  Mickleham,  to  Dorking,  Box 
Hill,  Leatherhead,  Cobham,  and  Esher,  falling  into 
the  Thames  opposite  Hampton  Court  Palace.  In  the 
upper  portions  of  the  river  at  Reigate  it  only  requires  a 
"  small  tip "  to  the  keeper  when  he  comes  round,  to 
avoid  molestation ;  whilst  at  Horley,  anglers  using  the 
Six  Bells  (Mrs.  Chart's)  can  fish.  At  Dorking,  Is.  per 
day  can  be  paid  at  Castle  Mill  and  elsewhere,  in  private 
parts,  but  near  Box  Hill  and  Dorking  permission  must  be 
obtained  ;  also  at  Leatherhead,  where  there  is  good  water 
and  excellent  fishing — trout  up  to  41b.  or  so,  pike  fairly 
large,  roach,  perch,  chub,  carp,  bream,  and  very  fine  dace. 
From  the  the  old  bridge,  looking  towards  the  South- 
western Railway  line,  numbers  of  trout  may  be  seen  on 
the  shallows,  and  in  the  season  they  may  be  caught  with 
fly.  Below  the  railway  bridge  some  good  swims  will  be 
found  for  roach,  bream,  chub  or  perch  fishing,  and  pike 
are  met  with  here  and  there  in  suitable  spots.  Some  of 
the  landowners  about  here  are  liberal  in  granting  a  day, 
but  not  on  Sunday.  In  Betchworth  Park  the  water  is 
strictly  private ;  likewise  between  Cobham  and  Esher, 
where  it  flows  through  private  lands  and  estates.  The 
fishing  from  the  left  bank,  from  Esher  Bridge  to  the  South- 
western Railway  embankment  (South  Waylands  Farm),  is 
rentedjby  the  Anglers'  Association  for  the  sole  use  of  its  affili- 
ated members.  No  night  fishing  allowed.  The  Mole,  which 
was  once  a  good  trout  stream,  is  now  chiefly  productive  of 
bream,  roach,  carp,  dace,  tench,  and  pike,  with  a  few 
trout  in  its  upper  and  swifter  running  reaches.  Its  lower 
lengths  are  of  a  very  sluggish  character,  but  exactly  suited 
to  bream,  which  abound  in  shoals,  and  attain  a  size  of 
41b.,  51b.,  and  even  61b.  They  are  very  seldom  taken  in 
daylight ;  but  in  the  right  weather  (hot  nights),  and  a 
little  advance  baiting  with  brewer's  grains,  mashed  potato, 
boiled  rice,  worms,  and  sometimes  even  bran  and  bread 
balls,  a  ledger  with  a  lob  or  marsh  worm  will  often 
account  for  from  six  to  a  dozen  good  fish  between  ten 
o'clock  at  night  and  break  of  day.  Mole  fishing,  like  that 
of  the  Med  way  and  Kentish  Eden,  requires  thoroughly 
understanding  to  achieve  success.  There  are  mostly  a  few 
good  fish  in  the  wide  pool,  particularly  carp,  just  above 
the  Linoleum  Works  by  the  railway  embankment,  also  in 
the  millpool  below,  but  they  have  been  too  much  fished. 
In  the  stretch  below  the  mill  down  to  the  Thames  the 
fishing  is  poor.  Above  the  Anglers'  Association  water  at 
Esher,  the  left-hand  bank  upstream  from  Esher  high-road 
bridge,  permission  must  be  had  from  Mr.  Thompson,  the 
farmer  of  the  land  on  that  side  of  the  river  from  the  bridge 
to  Burwood  House  Estate  (Hon.  Henry  Leonard  Bourke). 
It  will  be  remembered  that  a  few  years  ago  Mr.  Bourke 
put  chains  and  barbed  wire  across  the  Mole  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  land,  and  stopped  the  navigation  of  boats 
from  that  point  to  Cobham.  The  law  suit  which  resulted, 
the  Public  verfiiK  Bourke,  upheld  the  ri^ht  of  navigation, 
and  the  obstruction  has  been  removed.  As  to  the  fishing 
rights  on  the  Mole  from  East  Molesey  to  Cobham,  they 


are  wholly  and  solely  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Hotham, 
who  does  not,  however,  interfere  with  angling  from  boat 
or  bank,  and  only  asserts  his  rights  by  annually  postii](g 
printed  notices  over  that  part  of  the  river.  Under  these 
circumstances,  so  long  as  Captain  Hotham  does  not 
actually  forbid  fishing,  the  pubhc  may  fish  from  a  boat, 
and  cannot  be  prevented  by  owners  or  lessees  of  the 
land,  provided  the  angler  conducts  himself  properly.  The 
farmers  and  tenants  can  personally  let  their  banks  for 
fishing  with  Captain  Hotham's  permission  only.  Be  it 
noted  that  the  Hon.  H.  L.  Bourke  chained  the  river  to 
prevent  ignorant  and  rowdy  boating  parties  using  bad 
language,  and  bathing  in  a  nude  state  opposite  his  mansion 
at  all  hours  of  the  day  throughout  the  summer.  This  is 
what  anglers  have  frequently  to  suffer  from.  The  Mole 
close  season  is  as  the  Thames,  viz. :  Goarse  fish,  March  15 
to  June  15,  both  days  inclusive. 


A  LANCASTER  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Lancaster  Ouardian, 

Dear  Sir,— It  gjives  me  great  pleasure  to  forward  to 
Mr.  Marston  information  respecting  my  grandmother, 
Elizabeth  Howell.  Her  father,  Edmund  Taylor,  was  the 
nephew  of  the  celebrated  and  learned  divine,  Dr.  John 
Taylor.  He  commenced  the  fishing  tackle  business 
entirely  for  the  benefit  of  his  widowed  (&,ughter,  Elizabeth 
Howell. 

Mrs.  Howell  not  only  made  her  own  flies;  but  spun  the 
fishing  lines,  and  these  were  sold  from  north  to  south  ;  in 
fact,  she  was  known  far  and  wide.  Her  fishing  tackle, 
along  with  the  verses  (issued  in  the  local  papers  Jan.  C, 
1899),  were  to  be  seen  in  the  windows  of  the  great 
metropolis. 

Her  father  was  an  ardent  angler — had  been  out  fishing 
only  a  few  hours  before  his  death,  which  took  place 
Jan.  18,  1816.  A  month  after  this  event  Betsy  issued  the 
said  verses — so  afraid  was  she  that  after  Edmund  Taylor'a 
death  the  business  would  cease  to  prosper:  (She  was  a 
highly  educated  and  very  intelligent  woman. ) '  Many  of  the 
gentry  now  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Lancaster  will  remem 
ber  Elizabeth  Howell — the  Taylors  were  a  well-known 
Lancaster  family. 

Mrs.  Howell's  ancestors  were  bom  at  Scotforth.  Her 
uncle,  John  Taylor,  was  a  member  of  the  council.  He 
died  in  1817,  leaving  several  bequests  to  charitable  pur- 
poses. (A  copy  of  J.  Taylor's  will  is  in  my  possession, 
and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  let  Mr.  Marston  see  it  at  any 
time.) 

There  are  no  descendants  of  the  Taylor  family  living, 
not  that  I  know  of,  with  the  exceptioh  Of  my  sister,  Mrs. 
Hall,  of  Friar-street,  her  son — who  is  quite  as  keen  a  fisher 
as  his  great  grandfather — and  four  daughters.  Edmund 
Taylor's  great  grandson.  Rev.  John  Reeves  Pursell,  died 
recently  at  Eastwick  Rectory.  His  sitter,  Miss  Pursell, 
was  in  London  the  last  time  I  heard  of  her,  doing  good 
work  among  the  Church  Missions.  In'  conolufion, 
Edward  Taylor  was  manager  for  James  Noble,  Esq  ,  silk 
merchant  of  this  town,  and  was  highly  respected  by  that 
family.  In  1789  the  Freedom  of  the  Boi'ough  was  pre- 
sented to  him.  In  the  advertisement  the  warehouse  is 
described  as  being  "  behind  St.  Anne's."  There  it  still 
stands,  only  the  warehouse  has,  in  late  years,  been  sub- 
stituted for  the  much-needed  washhouse. — I  am,  yours 
truly.  Elizabeth  Taylor  Clemmy. 

5,  Friar-street,  Lancaster.  ' 

N.B. — The  fishing-tackle  business  was  carried  on  until 
Elizabeth  Howell's  death  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five.   


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND,  &c. 

Sir, — Could  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  kindly 
inform  me  if  there  is  any  sea  trout  fishing  in  Sutherlatfd- 
shire  as  early  as  April,  and  if  the  brown  trout  fishing  is 
good  in  the  north  of  Scotland  at  that  time  ? 

Also  when  brown  trout  fishing  is  good  in  Shetland  ?  1 
am  told  that  the  best  months  there  are  the  autumn 
months ;  but  is  there  any,  decent  fishing  there  as  early  as 
May  and  June  ?  I  should  be  very  grateful  for  information 
on  these  points. 

I  am  so  much  obliged  for  your  kind  information  wdth 
regard  to  the  "Sportsman's  Guide." — Yours,  &c., 

A.  K. : 

[March  and  April  are  the  best  months  for  brown  tro 
on  such  streams  as  the  Tweed,  Tay,  Don,  Deveron,  & 
There  is  no  sea  trout  fishing  worth  going  north  for  uh 
June  or  July.  "  A.  K."  should  write  to  Mr.  E.  Banka 
Vaila  Estate  Office,  Sandness,  Shetland,  for  particul" 
about  the  excellent  brown  trout,  sea  trout^  and  sea  fish' 
to  be  had  there. — Ed.  J   

ROACH  AND  DACE-WHAT  WILL  THEY  LQ 
AFTER  CAPTURE  ? 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  well  known  (at  least  so  it  is  frequentl 
reported)  that  fish  grow  quickly  when  taken  out  of  t 
water  ;  and  I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  won 
kindly  say  what  deterioration  (if  any)  would  take  place 
seven  or  eight  hours  on  a  hot  day. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Wilkins. 

I  If  the  fish  does  not  bleed,  and  is  kept  in  a  damp  clot 
there  is  no  appreciable  loks  of  weight  in  a  day. — Ed.] 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  RB-STOCKING 
FUND. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  myj  last  report  to  you  I  have 
acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  sums  : 

£  s.  d. 

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  ,.     X    1  0 

Clissold  Angling  Society   ...    0  10  0 

Original  Alexandra         .    2   2  6 

— Yours  faithfully,       ,  ,   Alex.  Wriout,  Hon.  See.: 
Several  imTporttunt' letters  ■wriav'oidahl'y  htid  over.  ■■• 


Jan-uart  28,  1899] 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPORATED 

.VXGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP, 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  28th,  1899. 
THE  EARLY  SPRING  ANGLER. 


In  another  fortnight  spring  salmon  angling  will 
be  in  full  swing  north  of  the  Border.  Already 
in  the  Perthshire  valleys  and  far  north  streatas  in 
Sutherlandshire  the  song  of  the  reel  is  being  daily 
heard ;  but  the  bulk  of  Scotch  salmon  angling 
waters  do  not  open  till  Feb.  11,  and  a  few  are 
somewhat  later  still.  The  second  group  of  rivers, 
however,  which  open  on  the  11th  prox.,  includes 
by  far  the  more  important  salinon  angling  waters 
than  either  the  very  early  or  the  very  late  streams 
—except  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay. 

The  opening  days  in  the  Tay  district  were 
somewhat  blighted  by  the  sudden  advent  of  a 
passing  snowstorm,  the  abnormal  and  muddy  con- 
dition of  the  waters,  and  the  adverse  nature  of  the 
wind — a  most  important  factor  in  salmon  angling. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  week,  however,  more 
favourable  weather  conditions  were  experienced, 
^nd  on  the  whole  the  early  spring  angler  on  the 
Tay  system  found  his  lines  cast  in  more  pleasant 
places  than  deigned  to  grace  the  opening  days, 
8Mid  the  amount  of  sport  since  then  has  been 
deemed  highly  satiefactory,  one  rod,  on  the  19th 
(i^.'Jlj  liackworth  Praed),  having  fire  newly  run 


fish  scaling  from  1.31b.  to  251b. ;  while  other 
anglers  since  then  have  fared  equally  well. 

The  weather  conditions  either  make  or  mar  the 
early  spring  angler's  prospects  of  sport  to  such  a 
degree  that,  given  fair  open  weather,  other  con- 
siderations are  of  minor  importance,  and  may  be 
relegated  to  the  background.  He  may  have  big 
waters  to  face,  but  as  long  as  he  can  get  his  line 
out  and  his  fly  well  sunk  he  has  hope,  and 
covering  his  water  pool  after  pool,  and  trying  an 
eddy  here  and  bit  of  slack  water  there,  he  ulti- 
mately lands  on  the  right  spot,  and  draws  blood. 

As  far  as  the  season  has  gone  the  prospects  are 
aU  in  favour  of  the  early  spring  angler.  There 
has  been  comparatively  no  snow,  so  that  the 
temperature  of  the  waters  is  much  above  the 
normal  readings  for  January.  This  induces  an 
early  run  of  fish,  and,  as  these  have  been  observed 
ranning  inland  in  considerable  numbers  for  many 
weeks  past,  the  current  belief  is  that  fresh  spring 
fish  are  well  forward  into  the  head  waters  of  all  om- 
long  seasoned  rivers,  such  as  the  Dee  and  Spey, 
and  that  the  upper  proprietors  and  lessees  on 
these  waters  may  confidently  look  forward  to 
participating  again  this  season,  as  they  did  last 
year,  in  a  share  of  the  sport  agoing  on  the 
opening  days.  This  is  not  often  the  case,  the 
common  experience  in  these  parts  being  that  the 
spring  is  well  advanced  before  anything  like 
angling  is  general  so  far  inland.  As  a  rule,  these 
upper  waters  bear  such  a  reputation  of  being  so 
barren  of  fresh  run  fish  in  the  early  days  of  the 
season,  that  in  a  season  like  that  of  last  year, 
and  like  the  present  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  they 
are  apt  be  neglected  and  left  to  the  local  fisher- 
men and  gillies  to  make  the  best  of,  till  sport  is  a 
certainty.  Then  they  have  a  right  royal  time  of 
it.  There  may  be  kelts  galore,  but  when  spring 
fish  are  about  there  is  rejoicing  in  many  a  camp 
over  the  picking  of  their  bones,  too,  and  they 
know  how  to  piill  them  out. 

At  the  best  the  early  spring  angler  has  no  easy 
task  before  him.  The  rigours  of  an  arctic 
climate  may  be  his  lot  for  weeks  on  end,  just  as 
he  has  wet  his  line  for  the  first  time,  and  before 
he  can  rejoice  in  a  single  run.  He  may  then  be 
shut  up  in  a  wayside  hosteli'y  out  of  the  world, 
shut  out  from  all  external  communications  for 
days  on  end,  and  eyen  reduced  to  considerable 
straits  when  the  storm  lasts,  and  the  commissariat 
department  gets  low.  Lucky  he  may  think  him- 
self should  he  have  a  chum  to  share  the  tedium 
of  his  enforced  idleness,  and  doubly  so  if  an 
"  open  door  "  be  found  to  the  friendly  society  of 
some  social  shooting  lodge  or  country  house  party, 
even  after  a  sledge  drive  or  a  tramp  through  the 
frozen  snow.  Then  times  may  pass  tolerably 
well  while  waiting  for  a  thaw,  and  the  discomforts 
of  the  early  spring  angler  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
Hospitality  is  an  outstanding  characteristic  of 
gentle  and  simple  alike  in  these  highland  glens, 
and,  were  it  not  so,  the  lot  of  many  an  early  spring 
angler  in  times  past  would  have  been  beyond 
endurance,  even  to  the  most  sanguine  enthusiast. 
The  early  spring  angler  need  not  stand  much  on 
ceremonies  at  such  times.  His  position  as  a 
gentleman  is  taken  for  granted  should  he  have 
no  other  credentials  or  friendly  acquaintance  to 
introduce  him,  and  the  parson,  the  laird,  or  the 
local  doctor  for  that  matter,  are  ever  on  the  look- 
out to  proffer  what  kindly  help  and  hospitality 
they  can  command  when  sporting  gentlemen  are 
snowed  up  in  their  neighbourhood.  Many  life- 
long acquaintances  have  been  made  under  such 
circumstances,  and  not  a  little  romance  to  boot, 
when  likely-like  subjects  have  come  together.  A 
welcome  may  always  be  counted  on  if  such  be 
within  reach.    As  Bums  says  : 

And  when  life's  stream  I  ferry  o'er, 

A  time  that  snrely  shall  come. 
In  Heaven  itself  I'll  ask  no  more 

But  just  a  highland  welcome. 

The  early  spring  angler  should  at  all  times 
provide  himself  with  plenty  of  warm  clothing. 
When  packing  his  portmanteau,  his  furs  and 
flannels  should  occupy  a  conspicuous  place.  If  he 
does  not  need  them,  so  much  the  better,  but  there 
is  no  saying  what  a  day  may  bring  forth  in  these 
northern  latitudes.  The  moniing  may  be  bright 
and  fair,  and  the  rugged  landscape  showing  its 
best  in  the  glowing  sun,  cheating  one  in  the  belief 
that  spring,  with  its  genial  showers,  has  come  to 
stay ;  yet  before  night  the  howling  wintiT  blast 
and  stormy  drift  has  changed  all,  and  the  face  of 
nature  lies  buried  beneath  a  foot  or  so  of  f-now. 


It  is  then  that  heavy  underclothing  enables  the 
early  spring  angler  to  "face  the  music."  Wrapped 
in  his  reefer,  and  well  "  stockinged  "  both  under 
and  above  his  waders,  with  sealskin  or  fur  lined 
cap,  with  capacious  ear  flaps,  well  encasing  his 
head,  he  can  sally  forth  and — l>ar  heavy  frosts, 
filling  the  river  with  ice  floes — enjoy  the  best  of 
sport  sometimes,  even  when  the  fleecy  flakes  are 
falling  thick  and  heavy  on  the  water.  But  if  not 
well  protected,  chills  are  often  caught,  for  the 
running  of  a  fish,  apart  from  the  heat  of  excite- 
ment, is  a  heating  job  in  itself,  the  after  effects  of 
which  have  to  be  well  guarded  against. 

A  most  fatal  moment  for  getting  a  rise  is  just 
as  the  snowfall  commences,  or  is  just  going  off. 
Many  experienced  anglers  and  fishermen  would 
not  miss  such  an  opportune  moment  on  an  other- 
wise unpropitious  and  stormy  day  for  weeks  of 
fine  weather  put  together.  They  will  sit  shivering 
in  the  hut,  or  under  a  sheltering  bank,  while  the 
storm  rages  above,  watching  for  the  fii'st  indica- 
tions of  a  break,  by  the  light  or  otherwise,  in  the 
storm  clouds,  and  when  it  comes,  make  for  the 
head  of  the  pool,  and,  with  a  Sin.  Eagle  or  Tri- 
colour or  Heron,  cast  swiftly  and  sUently  and 
with  shortened  line — for  one  cannot  see  far  over 
the  water  through  a  haze  of  snowflakes — over  the 
stream,  and  wait  with  eager  expectation  for  the 
rug  which  is  sm-e  to  come  when  there  are  fish 
about. 

They  do  not  need  to  reply  to  such  a  bite.  The 
fish  then  generally  take  the  lure  with  such  deter- 
mination that  they  are,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
a  hundred,  fatally  hooked,  and  only  the  possibility 
of  an  accident  of  the  most  unforeseen  description 
can  result  in  a  loss.  It  may  be  the  light,  which 
is  either  darkening  down  or  clearing  at  the 
breaking  out  or  passing  off  of  a  snow  shower,  but, 
whatever  it  is  which  affects  the  fish,  they  seldom 
come  short,  and  are  seldom  found  without  a  full 
mouthful  of  the  hook  well  home. 

The  early  spring  angler  is  an  enthusiast  of 
enthusiasts,  but  he  is  well  rewarded  for  his  pains. 
There  is  much  to  face  in  getting  to  the  riverside 
in  the  early  days  of  the  season,  but  then  the  sport 
is  par  excellence  the  very  best  of  the  whole  year 
when  a  good  head  of  fish  is  in  the  river.  The  fish 
are  then  in  the  gamest  condition  and  the  battle 
royal  of  the  keenest  description.  A  seven  or 
eight-pounder  wiU  show  as  much  fight  when  fresh 
from  the  salmon  twice  its  weight  later  on, 

when  it  has  been  a  few  weeks  up  from  the  briny. 
They  are  not  nearly  so  shy,  and  then  the  season 
is  young,  and  this  also  may  account  for  much  of 
the  inborn  enthusiasm  of  the  early  spring  angler. 

Whatever  may  be  said  about  killing  autumn 
fish  while  sitting  in  an  armchair  surrounded  by 
cushions,  &c.,  the  same  cannot  be  thrown  in  the 
teeth  of  the  early  spring  angler.  He  has  to 
rough  it,  even  under  the  best  of  weather  condi- 
tions, for  it  is  winter  still  in  the  north  even  when 
March  is  well  advanced,  and  only  but  the  average 
hardy  constitution  can  stand  the  ordeal  with 
impunity.  Yet  he  has  his  reward ;  and  few,  if 
any,  who  have  ever  had  a  spell  of  good  spring 
salmon  angling  can  say  that  they  are  not  tempted 
to  return  again  and  again,  be  the  difficulties  and 
hardships  what  they  may,  to  renew  the  experience. 

That  there  wiU  be  a  rush  north  in  the  course  of 
the  next  few  weeks  goes  without  saying.  Even 
should  the  weather  break  down  at  the  last 
moment,  the  prospects  of  sport  are  so  well  assured, 
from  the  favourable  conditions  hitherto  enjoyed 
during  ,the  close  season,  that  when  the  weather 
mends,  as  it  certainly  must  do  as  the  season 
advances,  the  chances  are  all  in  favour  of  the 
success  of  the  early  spring  angler.  G.  M. 


The  World's  Postage  Stamps. — All  postage 
stamp  collectors  ought  to  know  of  the  existence 
of  an  extremely  useful  and  cheap  little  book 
published  by  Messrs.  Bright  and  Son,  Bourne- 
mouth, and  Simpkin,  Marshall,  and  Co.,  London. 
It  is  called  "  Bright  and  Son's  ABC  Descriptive 
Priced  Catalogue  of  the  World's  Postage  Stamps, 
Envelopes,  Post-cards,  &c."  It  is  well  and  fully 
illustrated,  and  it  enables  the  possessor  of  a 
collection  of  stamps  to  price  almost  every  item ; 
also  to  judge  whether  prices  asked  by  stamp 
dealers  are  fair  or  not.  The  illustrations  are  so 
good  that  you  can  instantly  identify  originals  by 
them,  and  there  are  many  thousands  of  them, 
and  all  particulars  about  all  stamps,  post-cards, 
&c.,  of  aU  nations. 
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A  COLLEGE  BOY'S  SPORT  IN 
NEW  ZEALAND. 


Peritaps  some  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
may  remember  having  seen  in  its  columns  in 
1894  a  fishing  diary,  kept  by  a  New  Zealand  boy 
— Alister  C.  Grant,  aged  fourteen.  Well,  I  am 
that  boy,  and  having  again  had  uncommonly 
good  sport,  I  thought  that  my  experiences  might 
be  of  interest. 

In  September,  having  had  the  misfortune  or 
otherwise  to  have  a  slight  attack  of  rheumatic 
fever,  which  forced  me  to  leave  Christ's  College 
and  take  a  complete  change,  1  went  to  stay  with 
my  brother-in-law,  Mr.  W.  H.  N.  He  lives  in 
Woodville,  a  small  township  in  the  Bush  district, 
about  a  hundred  miles  from  Wellington. 

The  term  the  Bush  district  is  rather  deceptive. 
Ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  there  was  between 
Napier  and  Wellington  a  block  of  about  fifty 
miles  square,  three-quarters  of  which  was  covered 
with  thick  native  bush.  Now,  except  in  the  case 
of  one  or  two  fairly  large  blocks,  and  here  and 
there  small  patches  of  standing  bush,  this  large 
tract  of  country  is  all  cleared,  and  all  that 
remains  of  what  once  was  magnificent  bush  is 
charred  stumps  and  logs,  with  pasture  land 
between. 

However,  although  civilisation  has  done  much 
to  spoil  the  scenery,  it  has  also  brought  blessings 
with  it,  and  it  was  to  splendid  trout  fishing  that  1 
looked  forward  when  it  was  decided  to  send  me  to 
Woodville. 

This  district  abounds  in  fine  shingle,  streams, 
and  rivers,  all  of  which  are  either  fully  stocked 
or  fast  becoming  so,  and  it  is  now  about  the  best 
fishing  district  in  New  Zealand. 

The  main  river  of  the  Bush,  into  which  all  the 
other  streams  of  the  district  flow,  is  the  Mana- 
watu.  It  is  a  large  river,  flowing  over  a  wide 
shingle  bed  and  full  of  fine  rapids  and  pools.  To 
cross  it  when  in  its  normal  spring  condition  is  a 
matter  of  at  least  50yds.  of  wading  up  to  one's 
knees  in  a  stiff  ciuTent ;  but  in  a  hot  summer  like 
the  present  one  it  gets  much  lower  than  this  at 
about  Christmas  time. 

The  best  places  to  fish  the  Manawatu  from  are 
Danevirke,  Kumeroa,  and  Woodville,  and  from  all 
these  places  one  can  also  get  splendid  fishing  in 
the  smaller  streams.  A  lot  of  these  streams  flow 
through  patches  of  standing  and  fallen  bush,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  are  very  full  of  logs.  It  is  im- 
possible for  an  English  fisherman  to  fully  realise 
what  fishing  a  loggy  creek  means  without  having 
seen  the  article  for  himself.  In  almost  every  pool 
there  is  a  log  or  a  pile  of  logs,  under  which  the 
monster  of  the  hole  lives.  Your  fly  floats  down 
the  rapid  and  skims  above  this  mass  of  snags,  and 
out  he  comes.  Often  he  is  a  fish  of  .31b.  or  more. 
If  you  hook  him,  does  not  he  fight  to  get  back  ? 
And  if  he  succeeds,  doesn't  he  wind  you  round 
and  round  those  logs?  Test  a  brand  new  cast 
well  before  you  use  it  in  a  bush  stream,  and  make 
up  your  mind  to  bend  your  rod  quite  double 
sooner  than  get  taken  into  one  of  those  piles  of 
logs.    You  need  sound  tackle  in  the  bush. 

The  tackle  I  use  is  as  follows  :  A  12ft.  Hardy's 
split  cane ;  a  Hardy's  perfect  reel ;  40yds.  of 
No.  16  oil  silk  line,  the  finest  silk  line  I  can  buy 
here ;  finest  drawn  casts,  but  I  always  test  them 
very  heavily  before  using ;  and  flies  on  No.  9 
hooks,  mounted  as  lightly  as  I  can  buy  them.  The 
only  alteration  that  I  should  like  to  make  in  my  list 
is  that  the  rod  should  have  a  steel  centre.  But  in 
saying  this  I  say  nothing  against  the'  12ft.  split 
cane,  for  it  is  a  beauty.  It  has  already  caught  me 
about  800  fish,  weighing  over  10001b.,  and  it  will 
catch  me  many  another.  The  difference  the  steel 
centre  makes  is  that  you  can  put  these  heavy 
strains  on,  for  sometimes  it  almost  means  lifting 
a  three  or  four-pounder  out  of  a  mass  of  logs,  and 
yet  not  wear  your  rod  out.  The  split  cane  bears 
tremendous  strain,  but  it  is  not  built  to  stand 
them  for  more  than  a  certain  time,  and  cannot 
fairly  be  expected  to. 

The  experiences  Hardy's  steel  centred  rods  live 
through  are  marvellous.  A  friend  of  mine  was 
fishibg  with  a  10ft.  Gin.  steel  centre  Hardy  in 
the  Totara  Creek  at  Kinneroa.  He  hooked  a 
4-pounder  above  him,  and,  in  playing,  the  fish 
came  straight  down  to  his  feet.  The  tip  of  the 
rod  caught  over  a  thin  branch  of  a  tree,  and  was 
completely  bent  back  round  it — an  experience 
that  no  wood  could  have  stood — but  J.  I.  N.  M. 


succeeded  in  landing  the  fish,  and  the  tip  sprung 
back  straight  again.  I  have  since  used  the  rod, 
and,  although  there  is  a  very  slight  kink  in  the 
middle  of  the  tip,  there  is  not  enough  wrong  to 
affect  the  rod  the  least  bit  as  far  as  use  is  con- 
cerned. 

As  for  the  light  casts  standing  these  heavy 
strains,  they  will  stand  nearly  as  much  as  the 
heavy  ones  when  new,  and  although  they  don't 
last  quite  as  long,  one  gets  far  more  fish  with 
them  than  with  heavy  ones. 

In  a  loggy  part  of  the  Tamaki  1  got  a  41b. 
trout  in  an  extraordinary  way.  A  tree  had  fallen 
across  the  strteam,  and  in  among  its  branches  was 
a  space  of  clear  water  of  about  two  square  yards. 
In  rather  a  reckless  moment  I  flicked  my  fly  into 
this  piece  of  open  water,  when  out  from  the  tree 
came  my  4-pounder.  I  had  no  room  to  play  him, 
86  I  held  my  reel,  doubled  up  my  rod,  and  held 
him  with  his  head  almost  on  the  shingle,  while  I 
slipped  off  my  gaff  and  hooked  him  out. 

In  one  of  the  pools  of  the  Mangatoro  there  was 
a  mass  of  logs,  in  the  middle  of  which  there  was 
a  space  of  clear  water  of  about  2ft.  square.  As 
I  came  up  a  25lb.  trout  was  lying  on  the  top  of 
the  water,  evidently  well  on  the  take.  After  a 
moment's  hesitation  in  went  my  fly,  and  he  had 
me  almost  before  it  touched  the  water.  Letting 
him  get  his  head  down  meant  allowing  him  to 
wind  my  cast  round  at  least  a  dozen  logs,  so 
there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  hold  his  head  up 
till  I  gaffed  him,  and  after  a  severe  struggle 
this  was  managed. 

But  these  are  only  two  instances  of  success 
among  a  hundred  of  failure,  resulting  in  lost  flies 
and  casts,  and  even  in  the  escape  of  big  fish  who, 
although  almost  played  out,  made  a  last  effort 
and  got  into  a  snag. 

The  weights  of  the  different  baskets  in  my 
diary  give  a  very  fair  idea  of  the  average  run  of 
fish  in  the  different  streams.  If  one  can  strike  a 
new  and  almost  totally  unfished  piece  of  water, 
as  my  uncle,  A.  J.  R.,  and  myself  did  when  we 
fished  the  upper  waters  of  the  Mangatainoka,  on 
Jan.  6  and  7,  one  probably  will  get  a  5-pounder 
or  two,  and  perhaps  an  even  larger  fish. 

On  the  6th,  my  basket  of  eight  fish,  weighing 
251b.,  was  made  up  of  a  SJ-pounder,  a  51b.,  a  3^1b., 
a  31b.,  a  31b.  rainbow,  and  three  smaller  fish, 
running  about  If  lb.  each.  A.  J.  R.  had  a 
5-pounder  and  three  fish  of  about  If  lb.  each — two 
of  them  rainbows.  The  following  day  he  got  a 
4  and  a  3-pounder,  while  I  got  a  4i-pounder.  On 
Dec.  10,  when  I  caught  twenty-eight  fish,  weigh- 
ing 461b.,  in  the  Upper  Tamaki,  I  had  a  4-pounder 
and  a  S^-pounder,  and  nine  others  of  over  21b. 
On  the  16th,  when  my  bag  totalled  thirty  fish, 
weighing  5741b.,  it  contained  two  -pounders,  and 
four  others  of  over  31b. 

There  are  a  few  large  fish  in  the  Manawatu 
Gorge,  and  in  the  Mangatoro  and  Upper  Manga- 
tainoka I  have  seen  several  fish  of  at  least  71b.  or 
81b. ;  but  the  average  fish  of  the  district  will  only 
be  a  l^-pounder. 

Of  course,  the  way  the  fish  play  varies  with 
their  condition.  In  September  they  are  hardly  in 
sufficient  condition  to  be  very  game,  but  by 
November  they  are  pretty  well  right.  From  this 
month  on  the  Manawatu  fish  are  very  game, 
indeed;  and  often  does  a  fly  fisherman  need  a 
clear  40yds.  of  line  to  control  them  when  they 
rush  across  the  stream  and  leap  into  the  air  on 
the  opposite  side.  Many  of  the  fishermen  of  the 
district  use  a  minnow,  and,  of  course,  they  find 
the  fish  comparatively  lifeless,  for  no  fish  will 
play  very  gamely  with  three  sets  of  triangles 
in  him.  Those  we  caught  in  the  Mangatainoka 
were  in  uncommonly  good  condition,  playing  like 
tigers,  and  tasting  afterwards  like  salmon.  But 
in  the  comparatively  unfished  streams  one  comes 
across  a  good  many  ill-conditioned  fish  that  just 
give  a  few  wriggles  and  come  out.  One  such  old 
shark  I  caught  in  the  Makairo.  In  really  good 
condition  it  ought  to  have  weighed  81b.,  but  only 
weighed  31b.,  and  its  head  must  have  accounted 
for  at  least  half. 

The  fish  to  give  one  good  play  are  the  rainbows ; 
but,  although  the  society  is  letting  out  more  and 
more  of  them  every  year,  there  are  at  present 
very  few  of  them  in  the  streams  I  have  fished  in 
the  district. 

The  first  rainbows  I  have  seen  caught  were 
caught  in  the  Makairo  on  my  rod  by  my  pupil, 
in  the  art  of  fishing.  Miss  A.  M.  H.  B.,  on  Nov.  17. 
She  caught  two  of  l^lb.  each,  and  they  were  very 


game.  Subsequently,  F.  S.  H.  B.,  who  was  also  a 
pupil  of  mine,  caught  four  of  these  fish  in  the 
Makuri,  and  another  in  the  Makairo,  and  his 
report  as  to  their  play  is  very  enthusiastic, 
indeed.  My  only  personal  acquaintance  with  the 
rainbow  trout  lasted  for  twenty  minutes,  and  was 
in  the  Mangatainoka.  I  caught  a  3-pounder, 
and  he  gave  me  magnificent  sport.  Running  out, 
on  several  occasions,  within  3yds.  or  4yds.  of  all 
my  line,  and  then  shooting  into  the  air,  he  would 
come  back  almost  as  fast  as  he  went,  and  leave 
yards  of  my  line  hanging  slack,  before  I  could  do 
anything.  However,  being  well  hooked,  he  came 
ashore  all  right  in  the  end. 

The  only  day's  fishing  out  of  the  Bush  district 
that  I  had  was  in  the  Hantapu,  near  Karioi,  on 
Dec.  2.  To  reach  this  stream  one  has  to  go  fifty- 
six  miles  by  steamer  up  the  Wanganni  river, 
coach  thirty-two  miles  in  from  Pipiriki  to  Karioi, 
and  then  ride  another  seventeen  miles  to  the 
fishing.  Having  a  day  to  spare  while  at  Karisi, 
and  knowing  that  there  were  fish  in  the  Ranjitikei, 
into  which  the  Hantapu  flows,  I  thought  it  worth 
my  while  to  try  whether  they  had  yet  worked 
their  way  up  to  the  head  waters.  A  fifteen  mile 
ride  brought  me  to  the  stream,  and  going  another 
mile  down  I  started  fishing  at  about  10.30.  How- 
ever, after  fishing  for  three  hours,  and  seeing 
nothing,  I  rode  a  mile  further  down,  and  had 
another  try.  Not  believing  there  were  fish  in  the 
stream,  I  was  fishing  rather  carelessly,  when  I 
came  right  on  to  a  fish  of  about  71b. — a  real 
beauty.  Leaving  him  to  recover  himself  for  half 
an  hour,  I  caught  some  locusts  and  grasshoppers; 
then,  planting  myself-  behind  a  bush,  I  started  to 
fish  for  him.  My  first  device  was  a  large  grass- 
hopper, which  landed  nicely  in  front  of  him.  Up 
he  floated,  and  his  great  nose  almost  touched  my 
bait,  but  take  he  would  not,  so  I  tried  him  with  a 
locust.  Having  treated  this  in  the  same  way  as 
the  grasshopper,  and  having  absolutely  ignored  a 
fly,  he  seemed  quite  immovable ;  but  on  my 
dragging  a  fly  minnow  over  him  he  came  at  it  in 
real  earnest.  Thinking  he  had  it,  I  struck  too 
soon,  and  he  would  not  come  near  me  again.  My 
last  device  was  a  Halcyon  spinner,  but  this  was 
too  much  for  the  old  villain's  nervous  system,  for 
after  rushing  round  it  about  half  a  dozen  times, 
he  turned  tail  and  went  under  a  big  rock ;  and  so, 
after  an  hour's  excitement,  I  had  to  give  him  up 
and  go  home  empty  handed. 

Perhaps  the  best  of  my  this  season's  baskets  is 
that  of  Dec.  27.  My  brother-in-law,  myself,  and 
a  friend  of  mine,  L.  H.  G.  G.,  plotted  on  Sunday 
to  make  an  early  start  the  next  day  and  fish  the 
Manawatu  at  Orniji  Flat.  We  got  up  at  1  a.m., 
had  an  early  breakfast,  or,  perhaps,  better,  a  late 
supper,  and  having  caught  the  horses  in  the 
dark,  a  long  and  very  annoying  business,  we  set 
off  at  3.40  a.m.  to  drive  our  thirteen  miles.  We 
had  chosen  about  the  best  piece  of  water  in  the 
Manawatu,  and  we  started  fishing  at  6  a.m.  The 
day  was  a  cold  and  raw  one,  with  a  misty  rain 
falling  at  times.  W.  H.  N.  fished  a  minnow, 
myself  a  fly,  while  L.  H.  G.  G.,  who  is  not  a 
fisherman,  looked  on  and  did  the  cooking.  By 
9  a.m.,  when  we  adjourned  for  breakfast  proper, 
we  had  seventeen  fish  between  us ;  W.  H.  N.  had 
seven  fish,  weighing  201b. ;  while  I  had  ten, 
weighing  211b.  He  then  tried  fly,  but  found 
himself  handicapped  by  the  thickness  of  his  Une, 
so  we  swapped  reels  for  two  and  a  half  hours. 
During  that  time  W.  H.  N.  caught  seven  fish  to 
my  three.  We  then  again  swapped,  and  I  got 
seven  to  his  one.  A  fairly  conclusive  proof  that 
a  light  line  makes  a  difference — at  least  W.  H.  N. 
thinks  so,  for  he  has  now  got  a  No.  16  line,  like 
mine.  Thus  my  basket  for  the  day  was  twenty 
fish,  weighing  431b.,  which  is  by  far  the  fly  fishing 
record  for  the  river.  W.  H.  N.'s  basket  was 
fifteen  fish,  weighing  351b.  Our  total  basket  of 
thirty-five  fish,  weighing  781b.,  is  also  the  two  rod 
record  for  the  Manawatu.  Mr.  J.  N.  M.,  however, 
has  done  much  better  than  I  have  with  a  minnow, 
catching  twenty-six  fish  early  this  season 
weighing  over  501b. 

While  at  Danevirke  I  stayed  with  Mr. 
W.  F.  K.,  of  Tahoraiti — a  keen  sportsman.  One 
evening,  when  fly  fishing  in  the  Manawatu,  after 
I  had  caught  two  fish  the  fish  seemed  to  go  quite 
off  the  take.  After  strolling  some  distance  up 
the  shingle  bed,  I  noticed  a  fish  rising  very  fast,  ■ 
and  started  casting  over  him.  At  first  he  did  not 
take,  but  after  some  time  he  rose  just  beside 
where  my  last  cast  had  gone,  and  so  I  struck 


January  28,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


53 


sharp — and  out  spun  my  reel.  At  first  it  hummed 
out,  and  then  it  worked  out  at  a  slow,  steady  pace. 
Mr.  W.  F.  K.  and  a  friend  were  looking  on,  and 
each  of  them  had  a  try  at  the  rod,  and  we  all 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  4-pounder  at 
least.  After  twenty  minutes  heavy  dead  play, 
out  came  a  l^^lb.  eel,  which  we  found  to  be  hooked 
foul  right  in  the  middle  of  the  body.  When  the 
first  moment  of  disgust  was  over — for  we  had  all 
made  up  our  minds  after  the  first  fifteen  minutes 
that  it  was  a  6-pounder — we  had  a  hearty  laugh 
at  ourselves.  However,  the  eel's  life  did  not  end 
that  night,  for  I  took  him  home  and  put  him  in  a 
pan  of  water  in  the  meat  safe,  to  keep  him  alive 
and  fresh.  In  the  morning  shriek  after  shriek 
came  from  the  bath-room,  and,  on  enquii-ing  the 
cause,  to  my  horror  I  found  that  Miss  O.  K.,  in 
having  her  plunge  bath,  had  stepped  on  a  living 
eel  under  the  water,  and  that  my  eel  had  dis- 
appeared— to  my  mind  a  conclusive  proof  that 


water  much  affected  by  the  fire.  However,  not 
going  far  enough  down  before  starting,  I  arrived 
back  at  the  station  at  2  p.m.  with  eighteen  fish, 
weighing  25Alb.  Not  a  dead  fish  was  to  be  seen 
until  within  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
station,  when  I  noticed  one  dead  and  another 
dying.  I  then  saw  a  fish  of  about  2Alb.  lying  in 
the  shallows  at  the  edge  of  a  pool,  apparently 
feeding ;  but  as  he  would  not  take,  I  went  up  to 
him,  and  found  him  bx'eathing  at  about  three 
times  the  normal  rate,  and  evidently  dying  of 
suffocation.  He  let  me  pick  him  up,  but  was 
able  to  swim  away  when  put  back  again.  A  little 
further  up  there  was  a  pool  with  fifteen  fish  in  it, 
either  dying  or  dead,  so  I  stopped  fishing,  and, 
having  had  lunch,  rode  four  miles  down  stream 
to  where  the  fish  were  unaffected  by  the  fire,  and 
succeeded  in  catching  twelve  more  that  afternoon, 
which  went  321b. ;  thirty  fish,  weighing  5741b., 
being  my  total  for  the  day. 


readers  wish  for  really  good  sport  they  could 
hardly  do  better  than  visit  Danevirke  or 
Woodville,  and  try  the  bush  streams  of  New 
Zealand. 

As  to  flies,  I  advise  a  very  small  variety. 
Throughout  the  season  the  red  tip  Governor  is 
the  standard  fly,  and  never  should  one  put  up  a 
cast  without  him.  Early  in  the  season,  i.e.,  until 
the  end  of  October,  an  Irish  March  Brown  pays 
well;  after  that  date  substitute  a  Quill  Black 
Gnat,  and  don't  use  more  than  two  flies. 

In  the  hot  weather  of  January  and  February  a 
locust,  a  small  gauze  winged  "cicada,"  which 
chirps  in  the  grass,  is  more  deadly  than  an  arti- 
ficial fly,  but,  of  course,  it  is  not  the  same  sport 
fishing  with  this  bait,  although  it  takes  con- 
siderable skill.  As  to  buying  one's  tackle, 
the  best  man  to  deal  with  is  W.  H.  Tisdall, 
Wellington. 

To  get  good  fishing  in  the  Bush,  and,  for  that 
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A  Day's  Catch  (Forty-two  Fish  weighixg  80lb.) 
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eels  do  travel  at  night  on  dry  land  when  they 
cross  from  one  sheet  of  water  to  another. 

My  fishing  in  January  was  much  spoilt  by  bush 
fires,  and  I  am  afraid  that  some  of  the  streams  in 
the  district  will  not  yield  as  good  fishing  again,  as 
they  did  this  year,  for  another  two  years,  owing 
to  the  terrible  mortality  that  these  fires  caused 
among  the  fish. 

The  effect  of  a  log  or  bush  fire  on  the  trout  is 
curious  to  watch,  and  I  had  an  uncommonly  good 
opportunity  of  doing  so  on  Dec.  ItJ.  The  night  I 
reached  Waewaepa,  Mr.  G.  P.'s  place,  a  large  fire 
had  swept  right  across  his  property,  covering 
about  3000  acres  in  its  ravages,  and  burning  a 
piece  of  fallen  bush  on  the  very  banks  of  the 
stream  within  a  mile  above  where  1  was  to  fish  the 
next  day,  Mr.  G.  P.  advised  me  to  walk  down 
about  twomilee  through  some  standing  bush,  and 
to  fish  up  to  the  station,  and  thus  avoid  fishing 


The  cause  of  this  mortality  is  variously  ex- 
plained, but  I  fancy  this  explanation  to  be  the 
true  one — the  burnt  charcoal  forms  hydrate  of 
potash,  which  absorbs  the  oxygen  in  the  water 
and  acts  like  lime  does,  and  hence  the  fish  die  of 
suffocation. 

Of  course  evei-y  year  there  are  fires,  but  never 
have  they  been  so  bad  as  they  have  this  year.  A 
long  hot  summer,  and  some  heavy  gales  of  hot, 
dry  wind  just  as  everyone  was  doing  their  year's 
burning,  caused  the  fire  to  spread  from  log  to  log 
throughout  the  district.  Homesteads  were  burnt, 
and  thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  stock  and 
fencing  lost ;  and  so,  compared  with  these  evils, 
the  mortality  among  the  trout  is  dwarfed  into 
insignificance. 

However,  many  of  the  best  streams  and  rivers 
are  hardly  affected,  although  some  have  been 
almost  swept  clean  of  fish,  and  should  any  of  your 


matter,  in  New  Zealand,  all  one  requires  is  a  £1 
licence.  For  the  most  part  the  fishing  of  the 
district  is  quite  unpreserved,  and  even  where  it  is 
preserved  it  is  done  so  more  on  the  principle  of 
what  is  not  worth  asking  for  is  not  worth  having 
than  on  any  other.  Besides,  the  English  tourist 
is  a  welcome  guest,  and  men  such  as  Mr.  W.  F.  K,, 
who  do  preserve  their  water,  would  allow  him  to 
fish  where  they  would  refuse  to  allow  anyone  else 
but  their  friends. 

As  for  accommodation,  there  are  good  hotels 
throughout  the  district  within  comfortable  I'each 
of  the  fishing. 

In  these  notes  I  have  only  dealt  with  a  small 
district  in  the  North  Island  of  New  Zealand. 
However,  I  have  one  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown's 
fishing  diaries,  which  I  have  kept  since  1893,  and 
which  was  a  present  from  the  author.  In  this 
there  is  a  record  of  some  500  more  trouts'  deaths  j 
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some  in  Wellington,  some  in  Canterbury,  and 
some  in  Central  Otago. 

The  illustration  shows  a  catcli  made  with  the 
fly  in  the  Manawatu  River,  North  Island,  N.Z. 
W.  H.  Nelson,  eighteen  fish,  weighing  34|lb. ; 
A.  C.  Grant,  twenty-four  fish,  weighing  4541b. 
The  result  of  nine  hours'  fishing  on  April  10, 1898. 

Alister  C.  Grant. 

P.S. — I  have  delayed  in  sending  this,  and  since 
writing  it  iiave  had  three  more  days'  fishing.  On 
Easter  Monday  my  brother-in-law  (Mr.  W.  H.  N.) 
and  myself  made  another  midnight  start,  and 
broke  our  previous  record  for  the  Manawatu.  We 
caught  forty-four  fish,  weighing  801b.,  all  on  fly. 
Between  12  a.m.  and  2.30  p.m.  I  took  eighteen 
fish  out  of  one  rapid  of  not  more  than  100yds.  in 
length.  W.  H.  N.  then  came  up,  and  took  three 
more  fish  out  of  the  same  piece  of  water.  We 
have  determined  to,  on  next  Boxing  Day,  again 
try  our  luck  at  the  same  place,  and  to,  if  possible, 
break  all  previous  records. 


A  SNUG  BERTH  FOR  A  SEA 
ANGLER. 


I  AM  only  a  tyro  in  the  art  of  angling,  either 
in  salt  or  fresh  waters.  My  inborn  fondness  for 
sport  having,  through  circumstances  of  climates 
and  countries  in  which  the  greater  part  of  my 
manhood  has  been  spent,  been  devoted  to  the 
gun,  the  rifle,  and  hound.  Advancing  years, 
diminished  means,  and  other  circumstances  over 
which  I  have  had  no  control,  have  combined  to 
induce  me  to  seek  rest  for  a  time  from  worries  in 
the  quiet  of  a  seaside  village,  there  to  try  and 
enjoy  the  pleasures,  hitherto  unknown  to  me,  to 
be  found  in  sea  angling.  The  perusal  of  Mr. 
Bickerdyke's  "All  Round  Angler,"  one  of  the 
most  perfect  in  detail  of  any  book  I  have  ever 
read  of  instruction  on  any  kind  of  sport,  deter- 
mined me  to  try  my  'prentice  hand,  and,  although 
late  in  my  life,  to  endeavour  to  become  a  decent 
performer  with  rod  and  line.  I  have  so  far 
succeeded  that  I  have  found  pleasure  in  the 
pastime,  and  the  bracing  sea  air  has  given  better 
health,  and  makes  the  worries  look  less  black. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo's  most  clear  and  instructive 
work  on  sea  angling  further  stimulated  my  desire 
to  become  a  proficient  in  the  art,  the  mysteries  of 
which  he  so  well  describes  for  the  benefit  of  his 
readers.  Mr.  Aflalo  writes  in  the  appendix  to 
his  book  on  the  fishing  to  be  had  at  many  places 
at  home  and  abroad  ;  and,  writing  of  Mevagissey 
Bay,  incidentally  remarks  that,  "  When  the 
proper  spirit  of  piracy  has  (as  it  inevitably  must 
do,  with  the  development  of  Cornish  railways) 
found  its  way  west  of  Plymouth,  I  shall  go  abroad 
for  my  sea  fishing,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  the  North  of 
Scotland  or  West  of  Ireland,  &c."  Now,  in 
gratitude  for  his  book,  and  as  a  duty  I  feel  I  owe 
to  Mr.  Aflalo  and  other  brother  anglers,  I  will 
endeavour  to  describe  this  other  resort  for  sea 
angling,  which  as  yet  almost  unheard  of,  except- 
ing by  people  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
will,  I  expect,  when  better  known,  become  a 
favourite  resort  of  the  sea  fisher. 

The  month  of  June  last  year  I  spent  with 
relatives  at  Crosshaven,  a  village  opposite  Queens- 
town,  in  Cork  Habour,  built  on  the  estuary  of  the 
Carrigaline  river,  and  never  heard  until  months 
after  my  departure  that  the  said  river  simply 
swarms  with  bass  and  grey  mullet  in  their  due 
season.  One  day,  when  at  Crosshaven,  I  was 
persuaded  to  join  an  excursion  to  this  place — 
Ballycotton,  a  fishing  village,  said  to  be  one  of  the 
best  stations  for  fish  on  the  south  coast  of  Cork. 
What  I  saw  and  heard  that  day  regarding  its 
fishing  capabilities  decided  me  to  return  one  day 
and  try  my  hand ;  but  it  was  not  until  Oct.  1  that 
I  found  myself  here  and  settled  for  the  winter. 
There  are  two  ways  of  getting  here.  One  by 
train  from  Cork  to  Midleton,  and  thence  by  car 
(about  eleven  miles)  on  here.  The  other,  by  train 
from  Cork  to  Passage,  thence  by  steamer  up  Cork 
Harbour,  touching  Queenstown,  to  Aghada  (pro- 
nounced Ahadda),  and  there  you  are  met  by  a 
long  car,  which  brings  you  by  a  pretty  road, 
through  the  ancient  city  of  Cloyne,  on  here  (about 
eleven  miles  of  car).  This  is  by  far  the  pleasantest 
route,  but  it  can  only  be  used  every  day  in  the 
week  from  May  I  to  Oct.  1.  During  the  other 
months  of  the  year  the  long  car  runs  from  Bally- 
cotton to  Aghada,  and  returns  only  on  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays.  This  village  is  built  in  a  straggling 


fashion  along  the  south-west  side  of  the  harbour 
of  Ballycotton,  the  houses  generally  facing  north- 
east. There  are  some  very  decent  lodgings  to  be 
had  and  a  few  furnished  houses.  The  Sea  View 
Hotel,  as  its  name  indicates,  is  built  just  over- 
looking the  little  port,  with  its  pier  and  break- 
waters, and  commands  the  best  view  in  the  place. 
It  is  very  clean  and  comfortable,  the  food 
abundant,  well  cooked,  and  neatly  served,  and 
Mrs.  O'Keeffe,  the  proprietress,  is  most  obliging 
and  attentive  to  the  wants  of  her  guests.  Tachts 
and  rowboats  can  be  hired  by  the  month,  week, 
or  day,  and  there  are  several  capable  and  obliging 
men,  who  thoroughly  understand  their  work  and 
know  every  rock  and  the  best  ground  for 
each  kind  of  fish,  who  would  hire  by  day  or 
terms.  To  mention  only  a  few  known  to  me — 
John  Hoar,  a  typical  old  salt,  who  served  ten 
years  in  the  Navy,  a  master  of  the  art  of  fishing, 
and  full  of  droll  yarns ;  William  and  Richard 
Harding,  respectively  captain  and  coxswain  of  the 
local  lifeboat ;  Tom  Daly  has  a  boat  of  his  own ; 
and  Richard  Welch.  All  the  above  are  dependable 
men.  Ballycotton  Bay  faces  S.E.,  and  runs 
N.W.  inland  for  about  two  miles.  In  breadth  it 
is  over  three  miles  at  its  entrance,  narrowing 
gi-adually  to  less  than  one  and  a  half  miles.  The 
village  ends  abruptly  at  a  channel  of  150yds.,  dry 
at  low  water,  which  separates  it  from  a  small,  flat 
island,  from  which  in  turn  it  is  divided  by  a  deep 
and  rocky  sound  from  a  larger  island  formed  of  a 
high  scarped  rock,  on  the  summit  of  which  is  built 
a  fine  lighthouse.  The  sound  is  about  300yds. 
across,  and  a  heavy  tide  runs  through  it  each 
way.  Of  the  principal  fish  caught  here,  I  am 
enabled,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  W.  Howard, 
chief  officer  of  the  local  coastguard  station,  to  give 
a  list,  together  with  the  approximate  numbers  of 
each  caught  during  the  past  year  by  the  pro- 
fessional fishermen.  This  list  does  not,  of  course, 
include  the  large  numbers  caught  by  amateurs. 
Cod,  1700;  ling,  1663;  hake,  4025;  pollack,  4824; 
mackerel,  10,640;  herrings,  213,250;  flat  fish, 
7840 ;  skate,  500 ;  conger,  3885 ;  sprats,  520 
firkins ;  haddock,  43 ;  bream,  2244 ;  whiting,  1525 ; 
gurnard,  9560;  lobsters,  604;  crabs,  322.  This 
last  season  has  been  one  of  the  worst  known  for 
herrings,  and  very  poor  for  mackerel.  Of  lobsters 
and  crabs  there  are  an  abundance,  but  the  local 
men  don't  go  in  for  them,  and  they  are  taken  by 
outsiders.  The  small  number  of  haddocks  taken 
does  not  imply  that  they  are  scarce,  but  mussels, 
the  best  known  bait  to  catch  them  with,  are 
totally  absent  from  this  part  of  the  coast, 
although  they  are  plentiful  in  Youghal  and  Queens- 
town  harbours.  Scad  (horse  mackerel)  are  caught 
in  large  numbers,  but  are  worthless.  There  is 
another  fish  which  gives  good  sport,  a  summer 
visitor,  and  I  have  not  seen  it.  Locally  it  is  called 
Connor  or  rock  bream,  and  frequents  very  much  the 
same  rocky  depths  that  pollack  and  breaip  prefer. 
Dog  fish,  like  the  poor,  we  have  always  with 
us,  and  a  veritable  pest  they  are.  Then,  for 
those  whose  fishing  takes  them  ten  or  more 
miles  out  to  sea,  there  are  the  large  sharks, 
which  are  so  persistent  in  their  attentions  as 
often  to  render  fishing  impossible,  and  oblige 
the  crews  to  up  anchor  and  change  ground. 
There  is  little  or  no  mud  anywhere  near  here, 
so  that  lug  worms  are  practically  unknown  as 
bait.  Sand  eels  also  are  so  rare  as  not  to  be 
counted  upon  for  bait.  Mackerel  and  sprats  are 
the  universal  baits  in  spring  and  summer,  with 
the  addition  of  herrings  in  autumn  and  winter. 
Conger  and  dog  fish  are  the  most  generally  used 
as  bait  for  spillers  in  winter  and  early  spring. 
Sprats  come  in  immense  shoals,  and,  considering 
that  they  are  ceaselessly  preyed  upon  by  every- 
thing big  enough  to  swallow  them,  it  is  a  marvel 
how  the  supply,  year  after  year,  appears  at  the 
usual  time,  and  ever  inexhaustible.  One  of  their 
most  wholesale  devourers  is  a  cetacean,  from 
30ft.  to  40ft.  in  length,  and  locally  known  as 
the  "worrum"  (a  grampus,  I  imagine  it  to  be). 
Unlike  their  smaller  brethren,  the  porpoises, 
these  large  fellows  are  almost  invariably  solitary. 
They  generally  rise  up  suddenly  under  the  shoal 
of  sprats  and  suck  them  down  by  the  bushel, 
often,  as  I  am  informed  by  John  Hoar,  engulf- 
ing at  the  same  time  a  lot  of  puffins,  who,  busy 
under  water  eating  sprats,  get  drawn,  in  common 
with  their  prey,  into  the  terrible  vortex.  The 
puffins,  however,  eventually  faie  better  than  the 
sprats,  for,  after  a  time,  they  are  thrown  up — 
tickliqg  the  throat  with  feathers  seeming  to  have 


the  same  effect  on  the  "  worrum"  as  it  has  upon 
us  poor  humans.  The  puffins  look  dishevelled 
and  utterly  demoralised  for  a  time,  but  they 
eventually  recover,  and  are  able  to  fly  away. 
Mackerel,  whiting,  pollack,  bream,  and  mullet 
are  abundant  throughout  the  summer;  the  latter 
are,  however,  little  fished  for,  as  no  one 
understands  ground  baiting,  and  fishing  for 
them  with  paste  and  fine  tackle.  This  bay 
is  well  sheltered  from  all  seas  but  those 
from  E.  and  S.E.,  which  roll  in  splendidly 
in  winter,  but  are  rare  in  summer.  One  need  not 
go  far  to  get  fishing  ;  in  fact,  mackerel,  gurnard, 
and  whiting  you  can  scarcely  go  wrong  for, 
whipping  in  the  early  morning  or  evening,  and 
plenty  of  all  kinds  can  be  taken  from  pier  or 
breakwater  with  paternoster,  ledger,  or  float 
tackle.  Then  there  are  well-known  rocks,  over 
which  one  can  anchor  and  fish  with  paternoster 
for  bream,  pollack,  and  conger,  &c.  The  rocky 
sound  between  the  two  islands,  through  which  a 
strong  tide  runs,  swarms  with  poUack  and  bream, 
and  the  former  run  to  large  size,  and  take 
greedily  rubber  eels  and  other  artificial  bait  used 
trailing.  The  registered  fishing  boats  number 
forty-four,  of  which  five  are  luggers,  used 
principally  for  trawling.  There  are  two  small 
private  yachts,  and  about  ten  small  punts.  The 
port,  with  its  pier  and  breakwater,  gives  safe 
anchorage  in  all  weathers,  and  if  there  was  a  light 
at  the  entrance  would  be  a  most  valuable  harbour 
of  refuge,  in  the  event  of  their  being  surprised  by 
bad  weather  at  night,  for  the  fishing  boats  of 
Toughal  and  Queenstovra,  lying  equi-distant 
about  ten  miles  east  and  west  of  Ballycotton,  but 
owing  to  the  want  of  a  light  they  ai'e  deprived  of 
its  benefit.  Even  the  local  boats  have  to  run 
terrible  risks  trying  to  grope  their  way  into  the 
port  on  dark  nights,  and  it  is  more  by  good  luck 
than  anything  else  that  there  have  not  been 
serious  disasters.  Considering  that  this  is  a  coast- 
guard station,  and  that  there  is  a  splendidly 
equipped  lifeboat  here,  too,  and  that  both  crews 
are  liable  to  be  called  for  service  on  rough,  dark 
nights,  the  neglect  of  the  responsible  authorities 
to  provide  a  light  at  the  entrance  to  the  port  is  all 
the  more  unaccountable.  However,  owing  to  the 
kindness  of  Capt.  Donelan,  the  energetic  M  P. 
for  this  district  of  co.  Cork,  who  has  already 
commenced  to  interest  himself  on  behalf  of  these 
poor  fishermen,  there  is  evei-y  reason  to  hope  that 
the  authorities  will  at  length  see  theii*  way  to 
i-emedy  so  serious  a  want.  There  is  a  post  and 
telegraph  office  here,  likewise  a  Protestant  Chm'ch, 
the  curate,  Rev.  A.  Martin,  a  good  fisherman. 

Edward  H.  H.  Massy. 


BALA,  NORTH  WALES— ITS  RIVER 
AND  LAKE  FISHING. 


In  May,  1898, 1  found  myself  with  this  (to  me) 
rather  difficult  question  to  answer :  "  Where  can 
I  obtain  fairly  good  river  and  lake  fishing,  com- 
bined vrith  comfortable  quarters  at  reasonable 
charges,  for  the  next  few  months  or  longer  ?  " 

My  general  experience  has  been  that  when  the 
rivers  are  low  and  almost  useless,  then  lake  fish- 
ing is  at  its  best ;  and  when  the  rivers  are  good, 
then  lake  fishing  is  poor.  Hence  I  wanted  two 
strings  to  my  bow,  for  year  in  and  year  out  I  am 
never  tired  of  fishing,  although  occasionally  fish- 
ing tires  me.  Many  an  evening  I  have  been  so 
worn  out  that  I  have  resolved  in  the  most  deter- 
mined way  possible  to  rest  or  cycle  on  the  following 
day,  but  no  sooner  has  the  next  day  dawned  than 
in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  I  have  broken  my  resolu- 
tion, and  started  even  earlier  than  usual  for  either 
the  river  or  lake.  "  Poor  humanity !  Queer 
commodity  !  "  as  an  old  Scotch  parson  often  said 
to  me,  after  visiting  his  people. 

I  thought  first  of  Ireland,  and  that  was  only 
natural,  for  among  the  fifteen  fish  cases  that 
decoi-ate  my  walls  one  contains  a  bi'own  trout 
which  is  labelled:  "Lough  Conn,  April  24,  '97; 
lOllb." 

For  several  reasons  I  •was  reluctantly  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  hour  for  Ireland  had  not 
yet  again  arrived,  so  that  elsewhere  it  must  be. 

Then  I  thought  of  the  English  Lake  District, 
but  the  thought  was  strangled  almost  before  its 
birth  ;  for  had  I  not  fished  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  known  lakes  of  that  lovely  district  several 
months  for  several  years  in  succession,  and  the 
best  trout  I  have  to  show  for  so  much  work  is  the 
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saddest  looking  fish  in  my  collection,  weighing  only 
some  31b.  ? 

(I  always  start  with  this  fish  on  show  days,  and 
by  the  time  the  visitor  gets  to  Lough  Oonn  the 
wisdom  of  so  doing  is  more  than  apparent.) 

Then  I  thought  of  Scotland,  but  my  personal 
experience  of  that  austere  but  wonderfully 
attractive  country  has  been,  large  expenses — 
small  returns.  Justice,  however,  bids  me  say  that 
only  on  three  occasions  have  I  fished  north  of  the 
Tweed,  and  then  only  for  two  short  weeks  on 
end,  and  then,  also,  only  for  salmon. 

(The  Scotchmen  I  meet  assure  me  that  either 
the  weather,  or  water,  or  some  other  thing  was 
wrong  on  these  occasions;  and  I  have  so  far 
managed  to  believe  them,  that  I  purpose  trying 
again  some  day,  but  not  yet.) 

Then  I  thought  of  gallant  little  Wales." 
Knowing  nothing  from  experience,  either  for  or 
against  its  fishing  possibilities,  I  hunted  in  my 
books  for  information,  and  finally  settled  that  for 
"  good  or  ill "  I  would  go  to  Bala.  From  that 
moment  I  began  to  ask  all  and  sundry,  "  Do  you 
know  Bala  ? "  I  met  no  one  who  knew  Bala 
(usually  I  had  to  spell  the  name),  but  from  my 
books  I  learned  that  the  lake  was  large,  and  from 
the  fact  that  no  one  I  met  knew  Bala,  I  concluded 
that  it  would  be  a  quiet  place ;  but  for  the  rest  I 
could  only  devoutly  hope  that  it  would  meet  my 
desires  in  most,  if  not  all,  other  respects.  From 
the  "  Angler's  Diary  "  I  gathered  that  Mr.  Owen, 
of  the  White  Lion  Royal  Hotel,  would  supply 
information,  &c.,  to  visitors.  In  the  kindest  way 
possible  he  answered  my  questions  in  regard  to 
the  river,  lake,  and  boat;  and  through  him  I 
secured  comfortable  quarters  near  both  the  lake 
and  river. 

The  little  town  of  Bala,  with  its  2500  inhabi- 
tants, is  prettily  situated  among  the  hills ;  and 
all  who  have  travelled  in  North  Wales  know  how 
beautiful  the  railway  journey  is  from  Ruabon, 
via  Llangollen  and  Corwen,  to  Bala  and  onwards. 
The  constant  peeps  of  the  Dee,  from  the  train, 
set  all  my  fishing  emotions  on  fire,  and  I  longed 
to  get  to  work. 

The  day  after  my  arrival  I  purchased  a  £1 
ticket  (season)  from  Mr.  Moses  Roberts,  fish 
tackleist,  &c.,  High-street,  which  gave  me  nearly 
three  miles'  fishing  on  the  river  Tryweryn. 

The  fishing  begins  under  a  mile  from  the  town, 
and  about  the  middle  of  it,  and  close  to  the  river, 
is  Frongoch,  the  first  railway  station  beyond 
Bala.  This  station  I  found  of  real  service,  for 
when  the  weather  was  unsuitable  for  cycUng  the 
train  brought  me  home  in  a  few  minutes. 

Except  in  dry  weather  there  is  plenty  of  life 
about  the  river.  Mostly  it  is  broken  water,  with 
short  stretches  of  quiet  bits,  while  here  and  there 
deep  pools  are  found  which  hold  a  few  salmon  in 
the  autumn. 

On  the  afternoon  of  May  6  I  went  to  the  river 
for  the  first  time,  and  returned  with  an  empty 
basket.  Although  on  some  other  days  my  basket 
was  lighter  than  I  liked,  yet  this  first  day  was 
the  only  blank  one  that  fell  to  my  lot  during  the 
many  happy  days  I  spent  by  and  in  the  river — for 
I  usually  wade.  The  river  opens  on  Feb.  14  and 
closes  on  Sept.  15.  Before  April  1  and  after 
Sept.  1  no  worm  fishing  is  allowed. 

The  lake  is  about  four  miles  long  and  averages 
a  mile  across.  A  small  portion  of  the  upper  part 
Sir  W.  W.  Wynn,  Bart.,  reserves,  but  the  rest  is 
open  to  aU.  It  takes  some  three  hours  to  go 
round  the  free  part  with  trolling  rods,  and,  being 
deep  on  both  sides,  the  boat  can  run  within  20yds. 
or  25yds.  of  the  shore,  except  in  a  few  places 
where  shallows  or  rocks  make  it  necessary  to 
work  out  a  bit  further.  The  lower  end  is  not 
deep  enough  for  trolling,  but  is  good  for  perch 
and  spinning. 

At  odd  times,  when  the  trout  or  pike  did  not 
move,  I  gave  a  few  hours  to  perch  fishing.  From 
my  diary  I  see  that  on  one  of  these  occasions  I 
had  thirty  perch,  weighing  71b. ;  on  another, 
forty-eight  perch,  weighing  121b. ;  and  on  another, 
thirty-eight  perch,  the  twenty-three  largest  going 
4r|lb.  Worm  or  minnow  seem  equally  good  as 
bait.  More  than  once  when  the  fish  "  slacked 
off  "  from  the  worm,  they  started  again  curiously 
at  the  live  minnow  and  vice  versa.  June  and  the 
three  following  months  are  the  best  for  perch. 
Fish  of  21b.  and  31b.  and  larger  have  been  taken. 

My  best  day  on  the  river  was  twenty  trout, 
weighing  r^lb.  My  four  best  lake  troyt  weighed 
71b.,  olb.,  iilb.,  and  41b.   The  71b.  fish  is  a  good 


shape,  and  Messrs.  Cooper  are  setting  it  up.  Not 
long  after  the  season  closed  I  had  another  trout 
of  81b.,  which  I  returned,  after  carefully  taking 
his  weight. 

My  nine  best  pike  weighed  151b.,  1341b.,  1241b., 
121b.,  111b.,  1041b.,  1041b.,  1041b.,  and  101b. 

The  best  time  for  the  lake  trout  is  from  the 
opening  day  in  February  up  to  the  end  of  April. 
The  best  artificial  baits  for  the  lake  are  the 
Brown  and  Blue  Phantoms ;  but  sprats,  gudgeon, 
and  the  small  perch  from  the  lake,  on  spinners, 
are  far  better.  Small  perch,  on  an  Archer 
Spinner,  accounted  for  all  my  trout  but  two,  and 
certainly  the  most,  as  well  as  the  largest,  of  the 
pike. 

I  ought  to  mention  that  an  old  professional 
fisherman  (Tweenie),  who  has  fished  the  lake  with 
visitors  for  years,  states  that  the  past  season  was 
the  poorest  he  has  ever  known  for  lake  trout  and 
pike. 

I  keep  a  record  of  each  day's  fishing,  and  from 
this  I  have  compiled  the  following  table.  It 
shows  at  a  glance  the  number  of  days  fished  and 
the  monthly  results.  This  I  thought  might  be  a 
guide  to  any  who,  like  myself,  decide  to  visit 
Bala. 


BlVBR  TrODT.* 

Lake  Trout. 

Pike. 

Weight. 

"Weight. 

Weight. 

May,  17  days  No. 

lb. 

oz. 

No. 

lb. 

No.  lb. 

(River  11,  lake  6)  101 

21 

12  . 

2  9 

June,  16  days 

(River  8,  lake  8)  73 

14 

4  . 

.  1 

4  .. 

3  12 

Jnly, 8  days 

(River  1,  lake  7)  14 

3 

0  . 

.  5 

6  .. 

6  14 

Aug.,  18  days 

(River  11,  lake  7)  144 

27 

3  . 

.  2 

2i  .. 

6  20§ 

Sect.,  23  days 

5 

m  •• 

32  193 

Oct.,  13  days 

.  2 

6  .. 

13  87i 

Nov.,  12  days 
(Lake)   — 

6  15^ 

*  The  river  contains  a 

quantity  of  small  trout.    I  returned  far 

more  than  I  retained. 

J.  G. 

BIG  FISH  IN  AN  OLD  DUCK 
DECOY. 


Some  years  ago  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  have 
permission  to  fish  in  an  old  wildfowl  decoy — a 
lake  of  about  fifteen  acres,  with  an  island  in  the 
middle  of  it,  covered  with  trees,  laurels,  and  other 
evergreen  shrubs.  The  water  was  about  12ft. 
deep  at  the  lower  or  floodgate  end  of  the  lake, 
shoaling  gradually  to  less  than  a  couple  of  feet, 
where  once  was  the  over-arching  net  of  the  decoy. 
The  lake  is  situated  on  the  confines  of  an  ancient 
and  extensive  park  near  to  the  sea  coast  of  Sussex, 
and  when  the  north-east  gales  of  winter  howled 
over  the  cliffs  of  Beachy  Head,  hundreds  of  wild 
ducks  and  other  sea  fowl  resorted  thither  for 
shelter  from  the  bitterly  inclement  weather  of  the 
open  sea  in  the  channel,  and  were  captured,  to 
find  a  ready  sale  in  the  large  towns  of  the  south 
coast. 

The  decoy  (now  dismantled  and  disused)  and 
the  lake  were  seldom  visited,  except  in  early 
morning  by  the  decoy  men,  for  fear  of  disturbing 
the  wildfowl  that  had  "  pitched "  there  during 
their  evening  flight,  to  be  beguiled  into  the  nets 
by  the  tame  'coy  ducks,  and  afterwards  caught 
and  killed  by  the  men  who  "  worked  "  the  decoy. 
A  little  further  up  the  valley  were  other  ponds — 
originally  "  stews  " — from  which  the  dwellers  in 
the  fine  old  hall  (built  centuries  ago)  were 
supplied  with  fish  on  fast  days.  These  still  hold 
carp,  and  some  are  of  large  size. 

A  small  overfall  or  weir  forms  a  rivulet,  which 
flows  from  the  ponds  through  the  dismantled 
decoy  to  the  lake.  The  last  50yds.  or  60yds.  of 
this  little  stream  was  sheltered  on  both  sides  with 
trees,  and  covered  with  nets,  stretched  on  bent 
saplings,  forming  a  long  archway  some  15ft.  above 
the  brook.  These  gradually  decreased  in  height 
and  width,  until  they  terminated  in  along"  pipe  " 
of  net,  not  more  than  4ft.  diameter,  into  which 
the  wildfowl  were  driven  and  captured,  for,  after 
they  had  been  enticed  by  food  and  the  'coy  ducks 
within  the  wide  entrance  to  the  nets,  there  was 
no  escape,  a  screen,  or  curtain  of  net  being 
instantly  dropped  or  drawn  across  the  outlet  to 
the  pond. 

But  I  am  describing  a  thing  that  was — an 
industry  which  has  long  passed  away.  The  decoy 
is  dismantled ;  the  nets  are  decayed ;  even  the 
stone  fabric  of  the  boathouse  is  a  ruin  ;  the  boat  a 


wreck  ;  and  the  pond,  once  a  resort  of  numhterless 
wildfowl,  is  now  swarming  with  pike  and  perch. 

My  first  visit  there  was  in  January,  1882  ;  that 
was  long  after  the  decoy  had  fallen  into  disuse. 
But  the  bent  saplings,  on  which  the  nets  were 
stretched,  yet  remained  ;  and  the  ex-decoyman 
(turned  lake  keeper)  attended  on  me  and  my 
companion,  and  told  us  how,  formerly,  he  had 
caught  "  thousands  and  thousands  "  of  wildfowl 
during  the  keen,  wintry  N.E.  gales;  also  how, 
that  once  a  covey  of  eleven  partridges,  bewildered 
by  wind  and  a  snowstorm,  had  flown  within  the 
decoy  and  up  the  "  pipe,"  where  he  caught  and 
killed  them,  and  his  "  missus  made  'em  into 
pigeon  pies." 

There  was  a  tidy  little  inn  about  a  mile  away, 
where  I  always  stayed  when  fishing  this  decoy 
pond ;  it  was  called  the  Anchor.  The  landlord  (a 
retired  sea  captain,  who  had  been  in  the  Baltic 
timber  trade)  kept  the  finest  whiskies  and  other 
spirituous  liquors.  His  wife  was  deceased,  but  his 
niece,  the  manageress,  an  excellent  cook,  and  a 
bonny  woman,  vied  with  him  in  making  their 
customers  comfortable;  in  fact,  visitors  staying 
at  the  Anchor  "  sojourned  in  a  land  of  milk  and 
honey  " ;  and  there  my  companion  and  I  arrived 
that  January  night  to  find  our  supper  (previously 
ordered)  ready  and  waiting  us.  We,  of  course, 
"  sampled  "  the  "  captain's  "  grog,  and,  as  already 
stated,  it  was  excellent.  The  park,  slightly 
covered  with  snow,  presented  itself  to  my  view 
from  my  bedroom  window  as  I  peered  eagerly 
forth  the  next  morning.  Magnificent  oaks  and 
elms  were  dotted  about  at  wide  intervals,  and  in 
the  distance  I  could  just  make  out  a  belt  of  tall 
poplars  which  surrounded  the  decoy  pond.  We 
did  not  loiter  over  breakfast,  but  made  an  early 
start,  as  a  slight  mist  was  di-if  ting  away,  dispersed 
by  a  gentle  breeze  and  the  bright  winter  sun,  so 
that  the  chances  appeared  favourable  for  our 
having  good  sport.  The  lagoon-like  waters  of  the 
lake  were  margined  by  reeds  and  sedge  (the  latter 
is  called  "  sword  grass  "  by  the  natives  or  marsh- 
men),  and  under  the  shadows  of  the  poplars  the 
decoy  pond  lay,  dark  and  somewhat  gloomy.  At 
the  top  end  were  the  remains  of  wattled  hurdles, 
interlaced  with  fir  branches,  and  some  of  the  old 
decoy  stakes  yet  stood  where  years  before  many  a 
bronze-winged  mallard  and  blue-striped  teal  had 
plunged  down  on  to  the  waters  at  their  evening 
flight  like  bullets  from  the  clouds.  The  pond 
was  rather  weedy,  but  fishable  at  certain  places. 

My  companion  set  to  work  in  a  nice  clear  pool 
between  some  weeds  with  a  small  gudgeon  on 
paternoster  tackle,  and  soon  had  a  run,  eventually 
landing  a  beautifully  marked  perch,  gleaming 
with  lustrous  colour,  and  in  prime  condition.  It 
seemed  as  though  he  had  tumbled  upon  a  large 
family  of  perch,  for  he  kept  pulling  them  out  one 
after  another,  until  in  about  an  hour  he  had 
eight  splendid  specimens,  one  or  two  close  upon  a 
couple  of  pounds  apiece,  and  altogether  a  hand- 
some catch  of  fish.  All  this  time  I  had  been  live 
bait  snap  fishing  for  pike  in  the  deeps  near  to  the 
culvert  at  the  lower  part  of  the  lake  and  caught 
two  fish,  the  largest  121b.  6oz.,  which  gave  me 
good  sport,  and  allowed  of  no  "  scruffing,"  for  my 
trace  of  gut  was  not  very  stout,  my  practice 
being  to  always  use  fine  tackles,  on  which  I 
invariably  hook  most  fish,  and  generally  bring 
them  to  the  galf  or  landing  net.  The  perch 
having  gone  "  off  feed,"  my  companion, 
following  my  example,  began  snap  fishing. 
We  were  not  well  prorided  with  dace  live 
baits,  they  being  about  that  time  scarcely  procur- 
able, but  we  had  plenty  of  roach,  which  we  found 
good  substitutes,  and  did  very  well  with  them.  He 
baited  with  a  small  roach,  and  soon  landed  an  81b. 
pike,  also  some  smaller  ones,  while  I  made 
frequent  captures,  and  had  fair  sport.  We  retained 
none  under  41b.  At  noon  lunch  reached  us  from 
our  inn,  with  an  accompanying  jar  of  browTa 
October  ale,  and  never  was  liquid  more  enjoyed 
by  thirsty  anglers. 

After  lunch  I  tried  a  likely  looking  place  by  a 
venerable  pollard  willow  that  had  pai-tly  fallen 
over,  half  covering  a  deepish  bit  of  water. 
Casting  my  live  bait  under  the  tree,  I  was  about  to 
draw  the  float  a  little  towards  me  when  I  saw  a 
huge  pike  sail  up,  with  its  great  fanged  jaws  wide 
open,  and  gulp  down  my  bait  as  a  man  would  an 
antibilious  pUl.  Then  I  felt  a  savage  tug,  and  the 
fish  went  straight  away  with  at  least  30yds.  of 
line  from  oS  my  reel.  Then  it  rushed  back  again 
to  where  the  hidden  roots  of  the  old  tree  lurked 
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beneath  the  surface.  The  remains  of  an  old  wom- 
out  punt  had  sunk  in  the  deep  water  close  by,  but 
the  lake  keeper  had  warned  me  of  this  submerged 
obstruction.  I  soon  had  the  fish  well  under 
control,  and  induced  it  to  shape  another  course  in 
less  dangerous  places,  when,  after  some  twenty 
minutes  of  grand  sport,  I  played  it  to  the  gaff,  and 
lifted  ashoi'e  a  splendid  specimen  of  a  really 
handsome  pike.  It  weighed  21^lb.  My  com- 
panion meanwhile  had  not  been  idle,  for  having 
cast  a  gudgeon  on  float  tackle  under  the 
branches  of  an  oak  that  reached  over  the  water, 
he  captured  a  perch  of  3jlb.,  one  of  the  most 
superb  specimens  I  ever  saw.  This  fine  fish  was 
immortalised,  i.e.,  made  "  a  thing  of  beauty,"  in  a 
handsome  glass  case,  by  those  most  skilfuL  of 
taxidermists,  Messrs.  S.  Sanders  and  Son ;  and  it 
now  helps  to  adorn  the  club-room  of  a  London 
angling  society.  He  next  got  a  pike  of  retainable 
size.  Then  a  curious  thing  occurred.  He  put  a 
large  gudgeon  on  his  hook,  and  cast  it  again 
under  the  oak  boughs.  He  laid  down  his  rod, 
came  to  me,  and  remained  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
On  returning,  he  found  his  float  was  under  water, 
and  the  bait  (as  he  thought)  fast  in  a  weed ;  but 
keeping  a  strong  tension  on  his  line,  the  float 
came  up  and  sailed  some  distance  away,  bobbing 
under  water  and  up  again  for  several  minutes. 
At  last  he  got  the  fish  to  the  bank,  and  lifted  it 
out  in  the  landing  net — an  eel  of  42lb.,  which  had 
entirely  swallowed  the  big  gudgeon. 

It  was  a  "  silver  bellied "  eel,  and  next  day, 
served  up  "  spatchcock'd "  and  stewed,  proved 
most  excellent  eating.  By  driving  some  miles 
we  caught  a  train  for  London,  and  of  my  own 
captures  I  brought  home  : 

1  pike,  211b.  8oz.") 
1    „     121b.  6oz.  \  801b.  6oz. 
7    „     461b.  8oz. ) 
My  companion's  basket  contained  : 
5  pike,  311b.  8oz.^ 

1  eel,      41b.  8oz.  j 

Our  next  visit  to  the  decoy  was  on  a  fine  wintry 
day  in  early  February,  1883.  A  new  punt,  con- 
structed with  a  weU  in  it  to  contain  live  bait,  had 
meanwhile  been  launched  on  the  lake,  and  this 
enabled  us  to  fish  the  water  round  the  island, 
whei'e,  under  the  overhanging  branches  of  trees, 
we  captured  some  nice  sized  perch,  but  none  much 
exceeding  half  the  weight  of  the  fine  3jlb.  speci- 
men caught  on  om-  previous  visit.  Our  landlord, 
the  Baltic  ex-captain,  volunteered  to  accompany 
us  on  this  occasion  to  manage  the  punt,  and  the 
first  thing  he  did  was  to  fall  partly  overboard,  but, 
fortunately,  into  shallow  water.  I  think  it  was 
from  the  effects  of  his  "  sampling  "  too  much  of 
his  old  Jamaica  rum,  which  had  made  him 
unsteady  on  his  legs.  However,  beyond  a  wetting 
he  was  not  much  the  worse,  and  stuck  bravely  to 
us  all  day,  declining  to  go  home  and  change  his 
clothes  ;  80  I  fitted  him  up  a  rod  with  stout 
tackle,  put  on  a  "  thumping  "  roach,  cast  the  bait 
out  beyond  the  pollard  willow,  and  started  him 
pike  fishing.  His  float  was  bobbing  up  and  down 
on  the  ripples  raised  by  a  brisk  wind,  when  I 
exclaimed,  "  There's  a  fish  after  your  bait. 
Captain,  or  I  am  much  mistaken ; "  and  I  had 
scarcely  uttered  the  words  when  under  went  his 
cork.  "  Told  you  so,"  said  I,  "  Let  him  have  it." 
And  he  did,  with  such  force  and  fervour,  too,  that 
if  the  tackle  had  not  been  strong  enough  to  hold 
an  elephant,  it  must  have  resulted  in  a  break. 

The  next  movement  on  the  part  of  the  pike, 
was  one  that  nearly  pulled  the  rod  out  of  the 
captain's  grasp.  Then  I  remembered  the  danger 
of  the  sunken  boat,  and  I  cried  out  "  Hold  him 
up,  hold  him  up  !  "  ; 

The  old  man  was  all  abroad  at  this  iinexpected 
rush  of  the  fish,  and  his  line  was  then  dangerously 
slack.  "  Here,  take  hold  of  the  rod,"  he  shouted, 
"  or  I  am  bound  to  lose  him."  "  Not  a  bit  of  it, 
play  him  yourself,"  said  I.  And  so  literally  did 
he  take  my  advice  that  he  drove  the  winch  round 
as  if  he  was  working  the  handle  of  a  windlass 
aboard  his  old  Baltic  timber  ship,  while  my 
companion  and  I  could  not  help  a  hearty  laugh 
at  the  mingled  expression  of.  enthusiasm  and 
distress  depicted  on  the  old  fellov's  features. 
Another  impetuous  tug  and  the  big  fish,  ignoring 
the  heavy  strain  then  put  on  him,  tlew  up  to  the 
surface,  sending  the :  water  in  swirls  of  ioam- 
tipped  wavelets  across  the  lake^    Clearly  the 


"  king  of  the  pool "  was  on,  and  resenting  the 
captain's  rough  treatment  the  fish  instantly 
retaliated  with  a  magnificent  "  burst "  for  the 
deeps.  Down  went  the  bending  rod  once  more, 
and  then  followed  an  ominous  crack,  like  the 
snap  of  a  frost-bitten  stick.  The  lately  arched 
rod-top  broke,  and  slid  down  the  line  into  the 
water,  and  the  big  fish  was  gone.  "  Oh,  devil 
take  him,"  cried  the  captain,  "  he's  broke  me. 
Oh,  to  think  on't !  Oh,  dear  me !  What  a  grand 
'un  !  What  a  fish !  If  it  had  been  one  of  Carter's 
rods  he  wouldn't  have  broken  me."  And  the 
captain  quite  collapsed.  But  the  big  fish  was  not 
utterly  lost,  for  from  the  eddies  on  the  surface  of 
the  pool  I  saw  that  the  pike  had  retreated  to  his 
lair  among  the  sedges  bordering  the  deep  waters 
near  the  flood-gate  of  the  lake,  and  there  I  fished 
later  on  in  the  afternoon.  Alfred  Jardine. 
(To  he  continued.) 


THE  LOWER  AND  MID-THAMES  : 
WHERE  AND  HOW  TO  FISH  IT. 
{Continued  from  page  38.) 


By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Dace. 


Oft  swiftly  as  he  swims  his  silver  belly  shows  ; 

But  with  such  nimble  flight,  that  ere  you  can  disclose 

His  shape,  out  of  your  sight  like  Ughtning  he  is  shot. 

Michael  Drayton. 

This  lively  little  fish  abounds  in  the  Thames, 
and  can  be  caught  on  the  same  tackle  as  used  for 
roach.  They  ai-e  usually  to  be  found  where  the 
stream  flows  rapidly,  and  on  the  shallows  they 
afford  capital  sport  to  young  fly  fishers.  It  is  a 
very  sportive  fish  for  its  size,  and  though  often 
taken  when  roach  fishing,  they  wiU  greedily  take 
the  artificial  black  gnat,  coachman,  or  governor, 
especially  in  warm  weather.  There  are  other  small 
flies  he  will  take — little  red  tag  and  the  sweep — 
and  if  they  be  tipped  with  a  gentle  or  small 
piece  of  white  kid,  it  sometimes  helps  to  fill  the 
creel.  Three  flies  may  be  used  at  the  same  time, 
two  nine  inches  apart  from  each  other,  and  nine 
inches  above  the  one  at  the  end  of  the  collar — 
or  gut  cast,  which  should  be  tapered.  A  light 
single-handed  stiff  fly  rod  is  used ;  and  when  the 
flies  are  cast  across  stream  they  should  be  drawn 
gently  over  the  water.  If  a  fish  seizes  either  of 
the  flies,  strike  sharply.  The  exact  manner  in 
which  to  throw  a  fly  must  be  learnt  by  experi- 
ence, and  there  is  every  opporunity  on  the 
Thames  for  learning  this  art  in  fly  fishing  for 
dace.  It  also  forms  a  pleasant  diversion  from 
float  fishing,  and  on  a  warm  summer's  evening 
plenty  of  dace  are  to  be  found  on  the  shallows. 
Dace  will  also  take  a  sunken  fly  or  a  single  gentle 
on  the  hook,  thrown  as  a  fly,  and  usually  called 
whipping.  The  lighter  the  gentle  or  fly  falls 
upon  the  water  the  more  prospects  there  vrill  be 
of  the  fish  taking  it. 

Upon  the  curling  surface  let  it  ghde. 

With  nat'ral  motion  from  your  hand  supphed. 

I  have  already  pointed  out  the  shallows  at 
Kew,  Richmond,  Twickenham,  and  other  portions 
of  the  river  where  fly  fishing  is  obtainable.  Mr. 
R.  A.  Banfield,  a  member  of  the  Clapham  Junc- 
tion A.ngling  Society,  once  took  at  Twickenham 
1171b.  45OZ.  of  these  sportive  little  fish  in  fifteen 
days,  or  an  average  of  71b.  2ioz.  per  day.  There 
is  no  reason  to  believe  that  on  the  scours  between 
Twickenham  and  Teddington  the  sport  has 
deteriorated,  and  it  is  possible  to  catch  a  large 
number  of  fish  there  provided  that  the  tide  is 
suitable,  and  the  water  not  too  highly  coloured. 

Perch. 

Perch,  like  the  Tartar  clans,  ia  troops  remove, 
And  urged  by  famine  or  by  pleasure  rove  ; 
But  if  one  pris'ner,  as  in  war,  you  seize, 
You'll  prosper,  master  of  the  camp  with  ease ; 
For,  like  the  wicked,  unalarmed  they  view 
Their  fellows  perish,  and  their  path  pursue, 
Thames  perch  are  renowned  for  their  fine 
colouring,  the  back  being  of  a  rich  olive  green, 
with  greenish  yellow  sides,  and  white  belly.  They 
spawn  in  April,  depositing  their  ova  in  the  form  of 
a  ribbon  round  weeds  and  submerged  boughs  of 
trees.   It  is  seldom  the  good  fortune  of  the 
Thames  angler,  especially  in  the  lower  and  mid 
portions  of  the  river,  to  have  a  really  "  big  day  " 
amongst  them.    They  have  been  so  rarely  met 
with  during  late  years,  that  many  anglers  have 
altogether  given  up  the  idjtoa  of  spending  time  in 


an  endeavour  to  take  them.  But  there  can  be  no 
doubt  Thames  perch  are  gradually  hut  surely 
becoming  more  numerous,  and  these  fish,  as  a 
rule,  are  seldom  under  a  "  takeable  "  size.  A  21b. 
fish,  however,  is  considered  a  decent  fish,  whilst 
he  who  takes  one  of  2|lb.  should  have  it  "  set  up  " 
in  memory  of  the  occasion.  The  best  baits  for 
perch  fishing  are  lob  worms,  red  .worms,  and 
minnows,  and  they  often  take  a  spinning  bait. 
Some  portions  of  the  Thames  are  better  stocked 
with  these  fish  than  others,  but  though  there  is  no 
hard  and  fast  rule  that  can  be  definitely  laid 
down  concerning  their  whereabouts,  they  may  be 
found  near  old  piles,  bridges,  in  deep  holes,  and  in 
the  water  just  above  the  weirs.  The  weir  pools 
sometimes  holds  them,  and  occasionally  they  ai-e 
taken  there  when  barbel  fishing.  The  paternoster 
is  the  recognised  style  of  fishing  for  them  in  the 
Thames,  but  two  hooks  should  be  used  in  this 
instance.  The  lower  should  be  baited  with  the 
tail  end  of  a  lob  or  a  small  red  worm,  and  to  the 
top  hook,  which  should  be  placed  nine  or  ten 
inches  above  the  other,  a  minnow  should  be 
fastened  by  placing  the  hook  through  the  upper 
lip.  With  a  paternoster  a  large  a,mount  of 
ground  can  be  covered,  and  if  the  angler  takes  a 
fish  he  should  try  the  same  place  again,  as  perch 
swim  in  shoals.  If  using  float  tackle,  only  use 
one  hook,  and  do  not  let  the  float  be  large.  One 
which  will  carry  seven  or  eight  shots  is  sufficient. 
If  baiting  with  minnows,  give  the  fish  a  few 
seconds  before  striking,  so  as  to  ensure  his  getting 
the  bait  well  into  the  mouth.  Izaak  Walton  says : 
"  The  perch  is  '  valiant  to  defend  himself,'  "  and  if 
a  good  sized  fish  is  hooked  this  is  perfectly  true ; 
but  in  worm  fishing  the  bait  is  generally  swallowed 
so  that  the  angler  need  not  fear  losing  a  fish  if 
he  knows  how  to  handle  his  rod,  and  has  good, 
though  fine  tackle. 

A  large  number  of  perch  have  lately  been  taken 
at  Kingston,  Staines,  Datchet,  and  Marlow.  One 
London  angler  took  thirty  of  these  fish  at  the 
first-named  place,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that,  if  perch  fishing  was  more  pm'sued,  the 
reports  from  the  Thames  would  show  that  a  quan- 
tity of  them  would  be  caught,  especially  if  the 
paternoster  was  used,  the  modus  operandi  of 
using  which  is  thus  described  by  Mr.  H.  Chol- 
mondeley  Pennell :  "  The  rod  should  be  a  longish 
one,  and  moderately  pliant.  The  leaded  line 
should  be  dropped  under  the  point  of  the  rod,  or 
gently  swung  out  into  the  spot  it  is  desired  to 
fish,  and  the  lead  allowed  to  rest  on  the  bottom. 
The  line  between  the  lead  and  the  point  of  the 
rod  should  always  be  kept  taut,  in  order  that  the 
bite,  which  is  perceived  only  by  the  touch,  may  be 
more  readily  detected,  and  the  probability  of 
hooking  increased.  When  a  bite  is  perceived,  the 
bait  should  not  be  pulled  up  immediately ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  better  to  drop  the  point  of  the  rod 
slightly,  so  as  to  slacken  the  line  a  very  little,  and 
prevent  the  biter  being  prematurely  pricked. 
After  two  or  three  preliminary  twitches  or  nibbles 
a  decided  downward  tug  or  pull  wiU  generally  be 
experienced,  and  this  is  the  moment  for  the  fisher- 
man to  pull  in  return,  which  should  not  be  done 
suddenly,  or  in  any  degree  striking-  wise,  but  by 
a  firm  and  steady  upward  movement  of  the  rod. 
The  chances  of  hooking  the  fish  are  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  shortness  of  the  line  between 
the  point  of  the  rod  and  the  lead."  I  can 
reccommend  no  better  advice  for  paternostering 
than  that  given  by  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell, 
though,  perhaps,  I  should  not  be  inclined  to  allow 
so  much  time  to  elapse  between  the  bite  and  the 
moment  of  striking. 

(To  be  continued.) 


'^TAILING  "  GRA.YLING. 


Those  who  have  fished  the  Kennet  at  Hunger- 
ford  have  oftentimes  had  long  tales  of  Woe  to 
recount  of  what  they  have  termed  the  extra- 
ordinary prevalence  amongst  the  grayling  there  of 
the  reprehensible  practice  of  "tailing."  Some  of 
the  most  expert  fly  fishers,  both  of  the  wet  and  dry 
school,  have  undertaken  the  sixty  odd  miles  of 
railway  journey  to  that  chai-ming  place,  only  to 
spend  a  day  with  the  tailers.  They  have  found 
all  their  skill  and  ingenuity  absolutely  and  com- 
pletely  baflled,  and  have  in  the  end  had  to  retire 
vanquished  in  the  unequal  c6n;ibat.  I  am  fuUy 
aware  that  the  question  of  whether  grayling  do 
tail  or  Hot   may  produce  a  plentirul -<!r6p  o£ 
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opinions,  both  pro  and  con,  but  the  importance  to 
those  who  stalk  this  "  lady-like  "  fish  of  coming  to 
a  definite  understanding  on  this  debateable  point 
cannot.  I  think,  be  gainsaid. 

Trout  we  know  for  a  certainty  do  sometimes 
tail  in  a  bond  Jide  manner,  and  by  casting  over 
them  continuously  with  a  biggish  fly,  they  gener- 
ally succumb  to  the  patience  of  the  angler. 

As  a  case  in  point,  I  remember  on  one  occasion 
last  summer  I  visited  a  trout  stream  in  company 
with  two  brothers  of  the  angle.  I  came  across  a 
tailing  trout  in  the  evening,  and  threw  over  it  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  no  purpose,  and  had  finally 
to  leave  to  catch  a  train.  Friend  No.  2  took  my 
place,  and  cast  yet  another  fifteen  minutes,  but  he, 
too,  had  to  give  up  the  game,  for  trains,  like  time  and 
tide,  wait  for  no  man.  Friend  No  3,  who  had  a 
bicycle  with  him,  took  up  the  running,  and  ulti- 
mately got  the  fish.  He  rode  to  the  station  at  a 
rat«  which,  had  he  been  unlucky  enough  to  have 
come  across  the  man  in  blue  by  the  wayside, 
would  most  assuredly  have  resulted  in  his  being 
brought  up  before  the  bench  and  mulcted  in  a 
more  or  less  severe  fine  for  furious  riding.  He 
just  managed  to  bundle  his  machine  into  the 
guard's  van  and  scramble  in  our  compartment 
well  nigh  breathless,  but  he  had  got  a  31b.  tailer 
to  show  us  for  his  pains. 

It  is  heartbreaking,  too,  to  tackle  "  smutting  " 
trout,  but  even  these  may  frequently  be  circum- 
vented by  putting  up  a  small  Greenwell's  Glory, 
or  (on  waters  where  the  wet  fly  is  allowed)  a 
medium  Alexandra  or  Silver  Doctor,  but  with 
grayling  things  are  altogether  different.  In  my 
own  limited  experience  I  have  not  discovered,  nor 
have  I  heard  of,  any  fly  which  can  be  relied  upon 
to  catch  grayling  when  they  are  indulging  in  the 
bad  habit  of  tailing. 

I  had  often  heard  of  the  famous  —  or  rather,  I 
ought  to  say,  in-famous  —  Hungerf ord  tailers.  I 
was  fishing  there  in  Septembec,  and  had  appa- 
rently a  grand  day  for  sport.  There  was  just  enough 
wind  to  cause  the  tiniest  ripple  on  the  generally 
smooth  gliding  shallows.  I  saw  plenty  of  fish  dis- 
porting themselves,  but  could  not  get  one  either 
with  the  best  presented  dry  fly  or  the  most 
reliable  patterns  of  sunk  flies.  Nondescripts  of 
various  sorts  were  not  of  the  slightest  use  —  the 
grayling  were  tailing,  and  it  appeared  waste  of 
tim^  to  cast  over  them. 

As  a  last  resource  I  thought  I  would  give  a 
trial  to  a  fly  I  had  had  dressed  as  the  result  of  an 
idea  fortuitously  found  flourishing  in  my  fertile 
fancy,  and  this,  from  its  very  novelty  it  may  be, 
brought  me  nearly  two  dozen  fish,  the  majority  of 
which  were,  however,  small  for  the  Kennet.  Still, 
I  went  away  almost  convinced  in  my  own  mind 
that  I  had  partly,  if  not  quite,  solved  the  pi-oblem 
of  "  nailing  the  tailers."  In  fact,  so  delighted 
was  I  with  the  new  fly,  that  I  had  made  up  my 
mind  to  call  it  "  The  T.  T."  or  '•  Tailer's  Terror." 
Bat  alas ! 

The  best  laid  schemeB  o'  mice  and  men 
Gang  aft  a-gley  — 

for  when  next  I  journeyed  to  Hungerford,  and 
tried  the  same  fly,  I  could  not  get  a  single  fish  to 
entertain  it,  and  my  visions  of  big  bags  of  tailers 
melted  into  thin  air.  I  experimented  with  yet 
another  fresh  pattern,  one  with  a  fat  slate  coloured 
floss  silk  body  ribbed  with  silver,  ginger  hackle, 
and  Indian  crow  tip.  With  this  I  had  three  tailers, 
although  on  a  subsequent  occasion  this  fly  also 
turned  out  a  dead  failure. 

I  have  read  through  most  carefully  an  admir- 
able lecture  delivered  some  time  ago  by  that 
noted  grayling  fisher,  Dr.  Brunton,  before  the 
members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  but  not  a 
word  can  I  find  in  it  bearing  upon  tailers. 

Quite  recently,  however,  an  entirely  different 
complexion  has  been  put  upon  the  matter  of  these 
so-called  tailers.  A  member  of  the  afore- 
mentioned society,  who  frequently  fishes  at 
Hungerford,  has  made  a  series  of  most  valuable 
observations  upon  them,  and  the  conclusion  he 
has  arrived  at,  after  mature  thought  and  considera- 
tion, ia  that  they  are  not  tailing  at  all  in  the 
generally  accepted  meaning  of  the  word,  but  are 
in  reality  playing,  amusing  themselves,  or  doing 
something  else  than  grubbing.  The  gentleman  in 
question  watched  several  fish  for  an  hour  at  a 
Htretclj  at  different  times  of  the  day.  He  saw 
them  push  their  heads  into  the  sand  and  gravel, 
and  then  roll  over  and  over.  This  performance 
waa  repeated  at  short  intervals  for  a  long  time. 
There  wan  nothing  to  in^cate  that  they  were  on 


the  look  out  for  larvae  of  any  kind,  and  the  only 
explanation  which  could  be  given  of  their  strange 
conduct,  was  that  they  were  to  all  appearances 
rubbing  their  bellies  on  the  bottom  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  an  itching  or  tickling  sensation  caused 
by  some  parasite  adhering  to  their  bodies.  In 
fact,  they  seemed  to  be  scouring  themselves  in 
precisely  the  same  manner  a  trout  does  after 
spawning,  for  the  sake  of  some  peculiar  pleasure 
or  benefit  derivable  from  the  operation. 

This  scouring,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  is  the  bi'te 
noire  of  the  grayling  fisher,  on  the  Kennet  at  any 
rate,  and  if  any  of  the  numerous  readers  of  the 
Fislting  Gazette  could  elucidate  what  seems  to  be 
somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  mystery,  and  would 
point  out  how  these  "tailers"  can  be  attacked 
with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success,  they  would 
earn  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  many  who  have 
toiled  hard  the  whole  day  through  and  caught 
nothing.  H.  A.  Rolt. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  BANK  AND  BOAT 
FISHING. 


The  other  day  I  was  looking  at  a  ouce  favourite 
eddy  in  a  well-known  river  in  which  I  had  caught 
many  splendid  roach,  when  a  native  I  had  known 
from  a  boy  appeared  on  the  scene,  and,  after  the 
usual  salutations,  said  by  way  of  warning,  "  Fish- 
ing from  the  bank  in  this  part  of  the  river  is  no 
good  now."  "  No  good  ?  How  is  that  ?  "  "  That 
I  do  not  know,  but  I  do  know  that  all  the  best 
fish  this  summer  have  been  taken  by  the  most 
clever  anglers  fishing  from  a  boat." 

This  man  was  no  angler,  suspected  nothing, 
and,  on  asking  him  what  anglers  caught  from  the 
bank,  replied :  "  If  you  want  to  see  what  they 
catch  you  should  come  and  look  at  one  of  their 
pegged-down  matches  that  are  constantly  taking 
place  about  here."  "Indeed."  "It  is  one  con- 
tinual slaughter  of  baby  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  in 
addition  to  a  few  gudgeon,  bleak,  and  wretched 
'  tin  plates,'  or  silver  bream."  "  The  old  game,  I 
suppose — loz.  one  shot,  2oz.  three  shots."  "  Yes  ; 
about  ten  or  twelve  to  the  lb."  "I  wonder  if  it 
will  ever  cease."  "  Not  until '  scripers,'  I  suppose, 
become  as  scarce  as  specimens." 

Not  long  after  he  had  gone  I  met  two  Shefiield 
anglers  fishing  in  the  best  eddy  that  could  be 
operated  on  from  the  bank  in  this  locality,  in  a 
river  seldom  disturbed  by  either  boats  or  barges. 

One  of  them,  after  fishing  about  five  hours,  had 
caught  a  dozen  fish.  They  consisted  of  roach, 
bleak,  and  dace;  the  largest  roach  weighed 
about  rUb.  The  eddy  was  some  4yds.  from 
the  bank,  easily  commanded,  and  the  fish  were 
caught  with  gentles,  in  the  approved  finished 
Sheffield  style.  The  eddy  was  about  6ft.  in  depth, 
the  water  clear,  and,  from  the  mere  fact  of  this 
angler  using  only  gentles  and  admitting  that  the 
fish,  although  biting  well  at  first,  soon  went  off 
the  feed,  I  think  he  should  have  tried  some  other 
bait  and  swim.  A  river  that  an  angler  knows  is 
constantly  fished  from  the  bank  when  at  its 
normal  summer  level,  by  all  sorts  of  anglers, 
using  three  or  four  different  baits,  I  think  makes 
a  great  mistake  to  stick  to  one  particular  bait, 
expecting  the  fish  to  come  on  the  feed.  In  the 
course  of  a  day  it  often  happens  that  from  three 
to  five  anglers  will  fish  in  the  same  swim  with 
different  baits  and  tackle,  and  one  can  easily 
predict  what  the  result  is  likely  to  be.  No  wonder 
fishing  further  out,  from  a  boat,  in  deeper,  quieter 
swims,  where  an  angler  can  sometimes  catch  his 
fish  from  10yds.  to  20yds.  from  a  boat,  as  the  case 
may  be,  is  often  more  successful.  In  some  rivers 
swims  vary  to  such  an  extent  that,  by  keeping 
well  back,  and  being  perfectly  still,  I  have  taken 
splendid  roach  within  2ft.  and  even  less  from  the 
side.  In  this  case  it  was  really  an  overhanging 
hollow  bank  at  a  sharp  bend  of  the  river,  where 
the  fish  loved  to  go  in  and  out.  Personally,  I 
always  like  to  have  two  and  even  three  good 
swims  on  which  to  operate,  some  distance  from 
each  other,  for,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  roach 
will  sometimes  bite  in  one  particular  swim  and  no 
other.  In  three  or  four  favourite  swims  the  fish, 
from  some  cause,  or  another,  may  be  dead  off  the 
feed,  but  in  the  fifth,  roach  after  roach  may  be 
caught  with  a  similar  bait  that  they  would  not 
look  at  in  any  of  the  other  swims. 

In  the  field  where  the  SheflBeld  man  was  fishing, 
probably  before  he  was  bom  (for  he  was  not 
forty)  on  several  occasions  I  have  commenced  to 


fish  with  stewed  wheat,  using  fresh  brewers" 
grains  as  ground-bait,  dropping  in  two  or  three 
small  balls  made  up  of  a  mixture  of  pollard  and 
grains,  with  a  few  grains  pitched  in  at  intervals 
afterwards,  or  even  half  a  handful  of  the  grains 
well  masticated  and  dropped  in  a  very  gentle 
swim  fishing  well  over  the  same,  and  failed  to 
catch  a  single  roach  ;  but  as  evening  approached 
I  have  tried  the  same  swim  with  stewed  malt, 
using  nothing  but  grains  as  ground-bait,  and  had 
capital  sport.  For  the  time  being  the  fish  were 
evidently  sick  of  wheat. 

To  say  (as  some  anglers  do)  that  roach  can  only 
be  caught  with  wheat  at  harvest  time  I  think  is 
great  bosh,  for  I  have  caught  plenty  of  roach  long 
after  that  period.  Not  only  this,  I  know  half  a 
dozen  rivers  along  which  one  might  walk  for  miles 
and  miles  without  passing  a  single  wheat  field. 
I  know  several  clever  anglers  who  take  con- 
siderable pains  in  baiting  up  roach  swims  ;  but  I 
prefer  to  get  the  roach  together  as  I  go  along, 
and  the  angler  should  (more  especially  where  wheat 
is  much  used)  always  endeavour  to  make  the 
fish  believe  that  the  grains  are  floating  down  tbe 
stream  of  their  own  accord.  He  should  never 
allow  the  fish  to  see  him  pitch  in  the  ground-bait, 
and  so,  for  the  purpose  of  both  fishing  and  using 
ground-bait,  he  should,  if  possible,  be  so  hidden 
that  he  can  only  just  see  his  float.  It  lulls 
suspicion. 

Another  thing  I  do  not  agree  with,  is  pitching 
in  handful  after  handful  of  loose  grains  at  com- 
paratively short  intervals,  for  I  kuow  of  few  baits 
that  spread  out  like  grains  float  down  such  long 
distances  even  in  rather  sluggish  streams,  and  so 
take  the  fish  clean  out  of  the  swim  from  the  com- 
mencement. It  appears  to  me  that  in  some  rivers 
fish  arc  so  harassed  and  disturbed — they  often 
frequent  swims  in  mid-stream — it  would  be  folly 
to  try  for  the  same  sort  of  fish  in  similar  swims 
in  less  disturbed  rivers.  In  fact,  in  swims  an 
angler  in  the  know  would  not  think  of  trying  for 
them,  such  fish  as  chub  and  roach,  for  instance, 
affecting  swims  that  can  be  successfully  fished  for 
from  the  bank.  These  fish  simply  adapt  them- 
selves to  circumstances ;  but  on  several  occasions, 
even  in  such  a  comparatively  quiet  river  as  the 
Ouse,  I  have  caught  much  larger  roach 
angling  in  mid-stream  than  local  anglers  have 
caught  when  fishing  from  the  bank.  I  know 
several  rivers  along  which  an  angler  might 
walk  a  long  way  without  seeing  one  of  those  ideal 
swims  so  often  charmingly  described,  for  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  "  a  deep,  quiet  hole  under  over- 
hanging banks  and  bushes,"  and  even  if  there 
were  the  disturbance  is  so  great  that  the  "  deep, 
quiet  holes,"  &c.,  may  be  the  very  worst  places  to 
obtain  sport,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  fish 
are  enjoying  themselves  higher  up  the  river,  right 
out  in  mid-stream,  in  8ft.  and  even  10ft.  of  water, 
in  the  height  of  summer,  where  I  have  absolutely 
seen  them  caught,  and  where  fishing  for  the  same 
sort  of  fish  at  the  same  depth  and  period  in  other 
rivers  of  equal  calibre  would  be  considered  an 
idiotic  proceeding.  Thus  we  see  in  one  river 
fishing  from  the  bank  is  best,  but  in  another  mid- 
stream. So  much  depends  on  the  nature  of  the 
traffic  and  other  conditions. 

To  succeed  in  business  all  sorts  of  things  must 
be  taken  into  account — heaps  of  'em — and  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  same  remark  applies  more 
now  to  angling  than  ever  it  did  ;  for  what,  may  I 
ask,  do  we  really  know  why  fish  refuse  to  feed, 
when,  so  far  as  one  can  judge,  everything  is  as 
favourable  to  sport  as  one  could  wish  ;  and  yet 
they  will  sometimes  feed  with  avidity  when  every- 
thing is  apparently  dead  against  it  ?  I  have 
repeatedly  experienced  it. 

Even  the  novice  will  not  fail  to  gather  from 
these  facts  that  fishing  is  often  nothing  but  a 
contradiction,  caused  probably  by  some  hidden 
necessity,  so  pressing  that,  if  he  be  wise,  he  will 
be  on  the  alert  to  take  every  advantage  of  these 
necessary  yet  peculiar  proceedings  on  the  part  of 
fish  whenever  an  opportunity  occurs. 

H.  E.  W. 


The  1000th  issue  of  Blaclcicood's  Magazine  will 
be  reached  in  February,  and  will  be  a  double 
number.  Among  a  l^ng  list  of  contributions  are 
a  Noctes  Ambi-osiame  revived  for  the  occasion, 
Sir  John  Mowbray's  reminiscences  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  stories  by  Joseph  Conrad, 
Maurice  Hewlett,  Hugh  Clifford,  Neil  Mnnio, 
Mies  Beatrice  Harraden. 
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By  Val  Conson. 
Another  American  work,  '•  The  Atnericati 
Angler's  Book,"  by  Thaddeus  Norris,  appeared 
in  1867.  It  contains  a  fair  description  of  some 
simple  modes  of  fly  making,  but  it  does  not  mark 
any  advance  in  the  art,  or  touch  the  higher 
branches. 

In  1867  an  unpretending  little  work  by  J.  T. 
Burgess,  called  '■  Angling,"  appeared.  It  con- 
tains a  brief  and  poorly  illustrated  set  of  in- 
structions for  fly  making,  and  a  list  of  some  forty 
flies.  A  later  edition,  revised  by  Mr.  B.  B. 
Marston,  was  published  recently. 

In  the  same  year  appeared  what  is  i^robably  the 
best  all-round  book  on  angling  ever  written — "A 
Book  on  Angling,"  by  Francis  Francis.  It  has 
gone  through  a  number  of  editions,  but  is  still 
fresh  and  sound.  It  contains  the  first  reference 
to  fishing  with  the  dry  fly.  There  is  a  plate  of 
natui-al  flies  in  coloui's,  looking  suspiciously  like 
those  of  Ronalds'  "  Flyfi-iher's  Entomology,"' 
andaplateof  beetles,  grasshoppers,  &c., confessedly 
borrowed  from  Hewett  Wheatley.  Thei-e  is  an 
excellent  list  of  dressings — as  good  a  list  for  all- 
round  purposes  as  is  to  be  found  in  angling 
literature.  There  are  four  or  five  pages  of  instruc- 
tions in  fly  making — sound  and  useful,  if  now  a 
little  out  of  date.  They  are  simply  illustrated  by 
a  plate  of  woodcuts. 

Francis  Francis'  work,  in  its  successive  editions, 
appears  to  have  very  much  held  the  field  for  some 
years,  for  no  noteworthy  publication  occurred  for 
some  time. 

"The  Modern  Practical  Angler,"  by  Mr. 
Pennell,  in  1870,  was  chiefly  remarkable  for  dis- 
carding all  the  usual  theories  as  to  flies,  and  pro- 
pounding a  theory  that  three  flies,  tied  with  yellow, 
brown,  and  green  hackles  respectively,  answered 
all  purposes.  The  theory  seems  to  have  died  a 
natui-al  death.  It  would  have  been  bad  business 
for  the  taeklemakers  if  it  had  found  universal 
acceptance. 

St.  John  Dick's  work  on  "  Flies  and  Fly- 
fishing "  was  brought  out  in  1873.  It  contains 
some  pages  on  fly  dressing,  with  some  roughly 
executed  cuts,  and  a  longish  list  of  patterns  of 
flies. 

In  1876  the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Aldam  printed  from 
an  old  manuscript,  never  before  published,  the 
work  of  an  old  man  well  known  a  century  earlier 
on  the  Derbyshire  streams,  under  the  title,  "  A 
Quaint  Treatise  on  Flees,  and  the  Art  a'  Arty- 
ficiall  Flee  Making."  It  was  illustrated  by  means 
of  sunk  panels,  in  which  were  mounted,  side  by 
side,  the  artificial  flies  described  and  specimens  of 
the  material  employed  in  their  manufacture.  It 
was  published  at  £4  43.,  and  was,  and  is,  of  gi-eat 
interest,  not  only  on  account  of  the  text,  but  on 
account  of  the  exquisite  colours  of  the  floss  and 
tying  silks  employed  by  Mr.  Aldam  in  the  work 
of  fly  dressing.  It  is  a  pity  that  Messrs.  Pearsall 
or  some  energetic  trade  rival  do  not  procure  and 
imitate  the  colours. 

"  Ogden  on  Fly-tying  "  saw  the  light  in  1879. 
The  author  was  the  late  James  Ogden,  tackle- 
maker,  of  Cheltenham,  the  father  of  the  present 
James  Ogden.  It  gives  a  brief  description  of 
dressing  an  upwinged  Dun,  and  a  short  list  of  flies. 
The  main  portion  of  the  work  is  devoted  to  angling 
incidents  foreign  to  the  subject  of  the  title. 

About  1881  Mr.  W.  Sang  published  at  Barnard 
Castle  a  little  pocket  volume  (24^)  of  "  Synonyms 
of  Trout  Flies."  It  is  an  interesting  little  work, 
even  if  one  cannot  agree  with  all  its  conclusions. 

In  1882  appeared  the  first  edition  of  David 
Foster's  "  Scientific  Angler."  It  has  the  merit  of 
propounding  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  a  simple 
and  intelligible  system  of  nomenclature  of  natural 
flies  without  troubling  them  with  minute  scientific 
distinctions  or  entomological  terminology.  There 
is  a  very  inadequate  set  of  instructions  for 
dressing  trout  flies,  but  a  commendable  list  of 
patterns.  This,  howevei-,  does  not,  curiously 
enough,  include  either  of  the  famous  Derbyshire 
patterns,  the  Throstlewiug  Dun  or  the  Apple 
Green  Dun,  though  the  author  was  distinctively  a 
Derbyshire  angler.  A  series  of  later  editions  has 
appeared.  The  coloured  plates  are  -  somewhat 
diHappointing. 

The  year  188-5  saw  the  late  Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt's 
"  Yorkshire  Trout  Flies  "—a  work  which  gave  an 


excellent  series  of  Yorkshire  patterns,  but  no 
instructions  for  dressing.  The  coloured  illustra- 
tions do  not  do  the  text  credit.  They  are  not 
well  drawn,  the  colours  are  often  glaring,  and 
altogether  they  contrast  unfavourably  with  the 
work  of  fifty  years  previously.  The  work,  how- 
ever, supplied  a  want,  and  later  editions  have 
followed  under  the  title  "  North  Country  Plies." 

The  same  year  was  marked  by  the  publication 
of  "  The  Angler  and  the  Loop  Rod,"  by  David 
Webster,  a  professional  angler  on  Tweed  and 
Clyde.  It  gives  directions  for  dressing  winged 
flies  not  differing  vastly,  so  far  as  winging  goes, 
from  the  floaters  of  the  south  ;  but  the  patterns 
are  much  sparer,  and  are  marked  by  extreme 
simplicity  of  detail.  There  is  a  grotesquely 
illustrated  list  of  flies,  twenty-one  being  day  flies, 
five  gloaming  flies,  ten  night  flies,  and  five  spider 
flies.  The  book  is  interesting  and  valuable  as 
being  no  compilation  or  bit  of  book-making,  but 
the  original  work  of  a  genuine  sportsman. 

In  1886  Mr.  J.  Harrington  Keene  published  a 
work  called  "  Fishing  Tackle  :  Its  Materials  and 
Manufacture."  There  is  an  elaborate,  but  not 
first  rate,  set  of  directions  for  dressing  flies.  It 
is,  however,  interesting  and  full  of  hints.  Among 
the  novelties  it  propounds  are  fish  scale  wings 
and  gut  bodies.  Detached  bodies  are  also  dealt 
with.  Tod's  triple  gut  hinge  is  described  and 
illustrated,  and  the  work  includes  directions  for 
building  those  ugly  American  grubs  used  for 
black  bass.  The  illustrations  are  plentiful  and 
sufficiently  clear,  but  crude  in  execution.  There 
is  a  list  of  patterns  with  their  dressings. 

In  1886  Capt.  Dunne  ("  Hi  Regan  ")  published 
"  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland."  The  work 
contains  a  number  of  dressings  of  a  kind  not  very 
familiar  to  Englishmen,  but  doubtless  effective  on 
Irish  waters. 

In  the  same  year  came  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford's 
work,  "  Floating  Flies,  and  How  to  Dress  Them," 
in  which,  for  the  first  time,  the  whole  process  of 
dressing  artificial  flies  of  the  most  complicated 
kind  was  treated  so  simply  and  logically  that  it 
became  possible  for  the  novice  to  instruct  himself 
from  that  book  alone.  It  was  an  epoch-making 
work,  and  one  which  will  probably  be  always 
accorded  a  place  of  honour  in  angling  literature, 
both  for  the  information  it  contains,  and  for  the 
lucidity  and  charm  of  its  style.  Having  once 
learned  what  it  has  to  teach,  the  amateur  can  with- 
out difficulty  pass  to  the  simpler  methods  in  use  in 
dressing  wet  flies.  Some  of  the  methods  described 
have  been  improved  upon  and  abandoned.  The 
book  contains  numerous  illustrations,  including  a 
plate  of  colours  for  dyeing,  and  ninety-two 
coloured  flies,  whose  component  parts  are 
succinctly  given  in  the  letterpress.  The  work 
was  incorporated  with  much  subsequent  matter 
in  "Dry-fly  Entomology,"  to  which  reference  will 
be  made  later. 

In  1888  "  The  Book  of  the  AU-Round  Angler," 
by  John  Bickerdyke,  appeared.  There  is  a  brief 
but  not  inadequate  illustrated  set  of  instructions 
for  dressing  the  commonest  form  of  loch  trout  fly, 
but  no  other  information  on  the  subject  either  of 
the  mechanics  of  the  art  or  the  composition  of 
the  patterns  referred  to. 

In  the  same  year  appeared  the  "  Book  of  the 
Grayling,"  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt,  illustrated  with  a 
beautiful  plate  of  that  fish,  and  some  far  less 
satisfactory  pictures  of  the  favourite  grayling 
casts  of  the  author  and  four  other  noted  anglers, 
the  dressings  of  which  are  described  in  the  text. 

In  1888  also  appeared  the  "  Salmon  and  Trout " 
volume  of  the  Badminton  Library,  which  was 
entrusted  to  the  editing  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Pennell.  It 
contains  an  article  by  H.  R.  Francis,  on  "  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  There  is  in  it 
a  poorly  illustrated  series  of  six  flies  for  lake  fish- 
ing, with  the  dressings  described  in  the  text. 
There  is  also  a  short  list  (also  illustrated)  of  flies 
for  river  fishing,  with  descriptions  of  the  dress- 
ings. The  work  also  contains  an  article  on 
"  Chalk  Stream  Fishing  with  Dry  Fly,"  by  Mr. 
H.  S.  Hall,  with  an  excellent  list  of  eighteen 
patterns.  This,  again,  is  followed  by  an  exhaustive 
article  on  "  May  Fly  Fishing,"  and  the  necessary 
patterns  of  May  Fly  and  Spent  Gnat  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Qraxts  Chekry  Wuirkv.— This  attraolive  ^'pick-me-up"  ia 
a  pleasant  combiuation  of  Kant  Cherry  Juice  and  very  soft  old 
Scotch  vVhislvV.  This  and  Grant's  Morclla  Cherry  Brandy  are 
HoUl  l)y  Wine  Merchants. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Db  Charles  S.  Patterson  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeiing  of  this  society  punctually  at  8.30  p.m.,  the  time 
tixed,  under  the  new  rule,  for  the  weekly  gatherings  to 
hegin.  Angling  experiences  were  exceedingly  medgre, 
owing  to  the  bi»isterous  weather  and  heavy  rains  which 
had  obtained  during  the  previous  week.  It  was  left  for 
Mr.  Neville  Davis  to  recount  the  beet  day's  sport.  Thij 
gentleman  had  been  fishing  private  water,  and  had  taken 
nine  jack  in  all,  the  heaviest  weighing  a  trifle  over  Gib. 
Mr.  Ohailes  H.  Wheeley  mentioned  that  on  Saturday  the 
Thames  at  Sheppetton,  and  as  far  up  as  Chertsey,  was 
running  tremendously  fast.  There  was  al-io  a  gale  blow- 
ing, which  made  it  absolutely  impossible  to  fish  anywhere. 
Messrs.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  and  H.  A.  Bolt  had  pail  a 
vicit  to  the  new  water  on  the  Colne,  at  Dxhridge,  and 
reported  very  favourably  upon  it.  It  was  mentioned  that, 
despite  the  abnormal  rainfall,  the  banks  were  quite  hard, 
nor  were  there  any  signs  discernible  of  the  meadows  having 
been  flooded.  The  extent  of  the  water  was  over  a 
mile,  the  society  having  the  right  to  use  both  banks.  The 
main  river  branched  out  some  half  mile  below  the  road 
bridge,  part  running  down  to  a  mill,  and  the  other  portion 
to  a  weir,  below  which  there  was  a  fishiog  hut  erected 
upon  piles  in  mid-stream.  The  whole  of  the  water  looked 
particularly  "  hshy,"  and  would,  doubtltss,  prove  excep- 
tionally good  for  chub.  There  were  broad  shallows  and 
narrow  deep  runs,  with  plenty  of  eddies  and  lay-byes.  The 
river  wound  about  a  good  deal,  which  wdS  a  great  advantage 
in  strong  winds,  as  it  was  possible  to  find  sheltered  swi  ns 
let  the  wind  blow  from  what  point  of  the  compass  it  mi^ht. 
The  gentleman  named,  considered  the  water  would  bo 
somewhat  "  tricky  "  to  fish,  and  warned  the  members  that 
in  their  opinion  they  mu  t  not  expect  to  tit  down  at  a 
swim  and  "  dig  out "  fish  as  fast  as  i hey  could  bait  the 
hook.  They  had  tried  the  water  in  different  spots,  and, 
the  terrific  wind  notwithstanding,  had  taken  a  nice  lot  of 
roach,  tome  of  the  fish  weighing  lib.  each.  These  were 
gilt  for  the  most  part  "  longoorking,"  the  best  and  most 
^uccJs^ful  method  of  fishing  the  Colne.  The  keeper  had 
iuturnjed  the  visitors  that  there  were  plenty  of  tench  in 
the  mill  stream  and  some  large  bream  in  various  holes  in 
the  river.  There  would  appear  to  be  two  distinct  varieties 
of  loach  in  the  water,  those  of  tie t  ue  Coli  e  shape — shcrt 
and  broad— atjd  others  exactly  like  the  Thames  fish,  long 
and  more  dace-shaped.  The  railway  journey  to  Uxbridge 
from  Paddiugton,  took  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
and  the  fare  by  privilege  ticket  was  Is.  7d.  The  cottage 
occupied  by  the  keeper  close  to  the  weir,  could  be  reached 
from  Uxbridge  Station,  taking  matters  quite  easily,  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  provided  there  we  no  stops  for  refresh- 
ment s  e)i  route.  The  smoking  concert  arranged  for  next 
Monday,  has  been  unavoidably  postponed  until  the 
20th  February,  and  Mr.  Robert  Charles  Blundell  has 
moit  kindly  consented  to  see  to  all  the  arrangements  con- 
nected therewith.  M.  G.  E.  ue  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon- 
street  Hotel  on  Weanesday,  Jan.  25,  Mr.  C.  O.  Mmchin 
in  the  chair.  Bat  few  members  veporttd  sport  owing  to 
the  ttormy  weather  duiing  the  past  week.  Mr.  Preston 
Gardner  reported  fishing  at  Deal  for  four  days,  one  day 
takiug  six  cudliug  (two  of  51b.,  two  of  41b.,  and  one  of 
3Jlb  )  off  the  pier,  baiting  with  lug  on  twoMinchin  whiting 
hooks  lashed  at  an  angle  of  about  OO-'.  Other  anglers 
tithing  near  him  with  single  hooks  took  no  fish.  The 
sutij.-ct  "  To  strike  or  not  to  strike  in  sea  fishing  "  was 
discussed,  arising  out  of  a  paragraph  in  a  letter  in  the 
Fit<]}ing  Gazette,  Mr.  Mignot  said  how  necessary  it 
appeared  to  him,  especially  in  cod  fishing.  Mr.  Norman 
concurred.  Mr.  Preston  Gardner  said  it  was  entirely  a 
question  of  how  the  fish  were  feeding.  The  hon.  sec.  also 
spoke,  endoising  Mr.  Gardner's  remarks.  The  chaiiman 
spoke,  diawing  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  cod  teed 
iu  aquaria,  and  the  invariable  practice  of  the  professional 
hand-iiuer  in  etrifting  cod.  Dr.  Brunton  also  urged  the 
necessity  of  striking  when  the  fish  bit  lightly.  A  very 
useful  gi'aduated  load  was  shown  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Bates. 
The  discussion  turned  on  bottom  feeding  fish  feeding  near 
the  surface.  Mr.  Preston  Gardner  stated  that  he  had 
seen  a  dab  follow  his  bait  nearly  to  the  surface  and  then 
take  the  bait.  Striking  the  fish,  he  got  it.  Ihe  fish  lay 
over  at  an  angle  of  45°  when  taking  the  bait.  Mr. 
Norman,  after  consultation  with  Lis  co-owners,  offered  to 
lend  his  boat  to  fellow-members  wishing  to  fish  at  New- 
haven  by  communication  with.  them.  A  very  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  given  by  the  assembled  members.  Mr. 
Norman  urged  members  to  take  their  bait  with  them  when 
going  fishing  at  that  station.  Members  are  rdminded  that 
on  Wednesday  next  a  paper  will  be  read  on  "Pish 
Hooks,"  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred.  A  good  attendance  is 
hopad  for.  Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
A 1  an  adjourned  m>  eting  <  n  Jan.  17,  Mr.  K.  J.  Watkins  in 
the  chair,  three  gentlemen  were  added  to  the  comraitt^ee. 
It  was  proposed  to  have  several  angling  contests  daring 
the  coaicg  season  ;  and  I  should  like  to  see  a  large 
number  of  the  members  taking  part  in  them,  so  as  to  show 
their  appreciation  of  the  committee's  work.  Mr.  Burrow  a 
(hon.  secretary),  Mr.  Watkins,  Mr.  Armstrong,  and  Mr. 
Handley  expressed  their  intention  of  giving  lectuiea  atoar 
fortnightly  meetings.  Tbo  progress  of  the  s  iciety  baa 
been  marked  by  a  great  increase  <  f  members  lately,  and 
we  conimence  the  season  with  a  goi  d  balance  in  hand  over 
labt  iear's  expenditure.  Will  members  please  make  a  note 
that  the  date  of  our  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  Feb.  8  ? 
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THE  FEIENDLT  ANGLERS  AT  DINNER. 

A  VEEY  pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  above-named  society, 
numbering  neariy  one  hundred,  at  the  Hot?!  Cecil,  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  25.  The  occasion  was  the  fifty-seventh 
annual  dinner  of  these  friendly  sportsmen,  which  was  made 
still  more  interesting  and  memorahle  by  the  presentation 
of  a  silver  tea  and  coffee  service  and  a  hmdsomely  em- 
bellished v.'llum  testimoniil  to  their  chairman  of  the  night, 
Mr.  Fred  Berry,  as  a  mark  cf  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
ia  held  by  his  brother  members  for  hia  very  unselfish 
devotioi  to  their  interests,  extending  ovei-  mmy  years,  and 
exemplified  particularly  ia  his  8accps^fal  eff  irta  to  obtain 
the  lease  of  the  grand  stretch  of  the  Colne,  which  the 
members  hive  the  exclusive  right  to  fish,  and  to  his  labours 
in  connection  with  re-stoctiag  this  water.  In  fact,  the 
singularly  capable  and  energetic  personige  of  Fred  Berry 
has  alna)8  been  to  the  fore  in  cinnection  with  good  work 
f  jr  Lis  old  society.  The.se  and  other  points  of  interest 
were  happily  referred  to  by  Mr.  H.  Mitchell,  one  of  the 
oldest  members,  in  the  epeich  in  which  he  made  the 
preapntation. 

Mr.  Berry,  in  a  characteristic  reply,  expressed  the 
pleasure  it  give  him  to  be  surrounded  by  s)  many 
friends,  old  and  new,  and  to  receive  from  them  such  a 
handsome  and  permanent  proof  of  their  goodwill  towards 
him,  and  gave  renewed  assurances  of  his  readiness  to 
assist  the  society  whenever  required. 

In  his  toast  of  the  Friendly  Anglers,  the  chairman  gave 
due  meed  of  p  aise  to  those  of  the  members  whose  skill 
during  the  pist  excep'ionally  bad  season  had  enabled  thecn 
to  triumph  over  ditBcolties,  and  put  good  fish  on  the 
sccisty's  trays.  The  members  thus  singled  out  for 
distinction  were  Messrs.  R.  L.  Paeh,  W.  Back,  B.  T. 
Craggs,  W.  Griffin,  B  Alfieri,  J.  "Stewart,  W.  and  J. 
Palmer,  Shepherd,  and  Sutton. 

The  vice-chair  was  Mr.  A,  C.  Kent,  who  discoursed 
humorously  on  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
and  the  Press,  replied  to  by  Messrs.  H.  W.  Higgins  and 
T.  Crnmplea  respectively.  Mr.  Kent  further,  in  the 
toast  of  "  The  Orticers,"  accorded  them  due  praise  in  jocular 
fashion.    Mr.  McDermott,  the  secretary,  replied. 

Mr.  Napier  Satton  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors," 
responded  to  very  entertainingly  by  Mr.  S.  Pallant. 

Mr.  Meakin  dealt  ably  with  the  toastof  ' '  The  Vice-chair, " 
and  gave  Mr.  Kent  another  opportunity  of  displaying  his 
good  natured  good  hamour. 

The  dinner  itself  was  fully  abreast  of  the  high  standard 
wh'ch  the  Hotel  Cecil  has  set  for  itself. 

The  musicil  programme  was  a  triumph  for  that  worthy 
and  able  Fiiendly  angler,  Mr.  Walter  Back,  who  ssems  to 
perform  the  impossible  task  of  improving  on  his  previous 
best  in  that  resp=!ct.  He  had  gathered  round  him  the 
following  accomplished  artistes,  viz  ,  Messrs.  John  S-ind- 
brook,  Fred  Srepbens,  Herbert  Emlyn,  Mansell  Lewis, 
James  Avon,  Fred  Russell,  and  piinist  Mr.  J.  Douce, 
B.M  — all  of  whom  acquitted  themselves  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  their  high  reputations — and  Mr.  Back  himself 
eang  two  songa  in  very  pleasing  style.  J.  M.  D. 


ESK  (YORKS)  FISHERY  ASSOCIATION. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  CONSERVATORS. 
The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  offices  of  Mr.  W.  S. 
Gray  on  Saturday,  Col.  J.  W.  Richardson,  J. P.,  pro.iiding 
over  a  fair  attendance.  The  rt'port  showed  that  the 
bakrcs  from  1898  was  £20G  7a.  11  Jd.,  and  that  their  total 
income  had  been  £425  lis.  lUd.  The  expenditure 
amounted  to  £184  7a.  lljd.,  and  they  had  now  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £241  10s.  The  total  weight  of  dead  fish  had 
amounted  to  12cwt.  2qr.  2511.,  which  compared  very 
unfavourably  with  the  returns  for  the  past  five  years,  the 
number  of  dead  fish  amounted  to  189.  Col.  Richardson 
was  reappointed  chairman  ;  Mr.  J.  Rolioson,  J.P  ,  vice- 
chairman  ;  and  those  two  sfentlemen,  with  Messrs  G.  B. 
Barry,  W.  S.  Grav,  R.  Hay,  and  J.  H.  Keighly,  the 
committee.  Mr  W.  Brown  was  reappointed  clerk.  It 
■was  decided  that  £100  should  be  deposited  to  the  reserve 
fund;  and  that  the  qaestion  of  repairing  Lealholm  dam 
, should  remain  in  abeyance.  The  committee  were  em- 
powered tj  spend  £100  in  yearling  trout.    J.  Jackson. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs, 
If  agbea  and  Yonng,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  5G,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

154.    Philio  Ormiston,  Old-street,  London.  Fishing 

and  ioanding  lines. 
202.    Henry  Wilkinson  and  Alfred  Rouston  f  lamsley. 

Chancery-lane,  London.     Improvements  in 

fishing  reels. 

450.  Samuel  Brooks,  Chancery-lane,  Ardwick,  Man- 
cheater.  A  perfect  float  for  all  kinds  of 
angling, 

21,241,  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  A.  .To.^e,  Duncan- 
terrace,  Islington,  London.  Relates  t  >  nets 
(other  than  landing  nets)  for  pier,  &c.,  use. 
A  net  extended  by  cross  arms,  and  weighted, 
is  suspended  from  a  rod,  and  raised  and 
lowered  by  a  hm  and  winch. 


ORiBSTAt,  Books  formerly  Isnond  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co  )  now 
TObliBhed  by  Samption  Ixiw,  Mar<.ton  and  Co.,  Limited  St 
DnnMan'g  Uonne.  Fatter-IaDe.  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Offlce,— A  CATAi/)Ot;K  of  these  Text  Books,  Claas  Books,  Uls- 
»»riM,  and  Ind  an  Oovernmcnt  Publications  can  be  bad  on 
sppiication. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


gj^r  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  ami  envelopes 
should  send  a  pout  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fl.siliNO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstati's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  t  me,  of  lii^li  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  thp 
following  places,  to  tho  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  b-  low. 

(  0  min  for  Chelsea.  r,^o  min.  for  Kpw. 

.       140         ,     Putney.  Aririj"'^    "     >>  Eichmond. 

Aaa.<^..  Hammersmith.  ''"'"Iso         ,,  Twicltcnham. 

(.50    ,,     „   Rarnea.  v8j    ,,     ,,  Toddington. 

ExAMrLi; : — If  it  ia  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.2.'),  ur  Sj  minutes  later. 

N.B  — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  tho  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  Hwh  Watbu  at  Londok  Bbidge. 

Mcning.  Evenlcfr. 

S.aturdnv,  Jan.  28                                   3.  2    3.18 

Sutidav,        ,,    29                                    3.33    3.47 

Monday.       ,,    30                                 4.  2    4.1s 

Tuesday.      .,    31                                 4.34    4  M 

Wednesday.Feb.  1                                 5.  5    5.20 

Thursday,    ,,     2                                 5.3G    .5.S4 

Friday,        „     3                                 G.13    G  33 

High  Watee  at  Aiiberlet  akd  Pulborough. 

Morning.  EveninEr. 

Saturday,  Jan.  28    3.42    3  S8 

Sunday,       ,,    2a    4.13    4.27 

Monday,       „    30    4.42    4. -58 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Iiower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— I  had  a  few 
lines  at  the  end  of  last  week  from  Mr.  McBride,  <  f  Ted- 
dington, in  which  he  stated  :  "  Tne  water  was  all  over  the 
place  and  very  thick,  but  was  out  on  Wednesday  and  got 
a  pike  of  "Jib.  on  a  lob,  fishing  for  breatn.  After  the 
water  fines  down  we  ought  to  get  a  lot  of  fish  at  the  weir." 
The  weather  has  been  more  or  less  unsettled  since  this 
was  wiitten,  and  until  it  has  settled  down  there  will  be 
little  chacca  of  the  anglers,  especially  the  punt  fishers, 
doing  much  amongst  the  fish,  which  are  without  doubt 
plei  tiful  in  the  grand  old  river.  The  committee  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  are  rightly  making 
a  good  start  in  their  efforts  t)  secure  the  housing  of  the 
barren  swans  during  the  fence  season,  and  the  best  wishes 
of  all  anglers  will  go  with  them  in  their  spirited  deter- 
mination to  seek  its  accomplishment.  In  the  year  1879,  it 
would  appear  from  the  "  Blue  Book,"  there  was  the  same 
aLxiety  as  there  is  now  about  the  swans,  and  the  committee 
in  their  annual  report  state  they  received  much  assisttinee 
from  the  Lord  Chamberlain  daring  the  fence  season, 
tarough  Her  Majesty's  Swan-keeper,  the  late  Mr.  J.  W. 
Styles,  the  perch  Bpawn  had  been  preserved  from  the 
swans,  and  it  is  reported  there  had  beeu  an  unusually 
large  amount  of  ova  on  the  boughs,  and  all  were 
successfully  vivified.  The  angling  club  to  which  I  have 
previously  referred  in  the  Fishjug  Gar.ctte  as  being 
about  to  be  establijhed  at  Twicke-  ham  will  soon  be  an 
a-  cjmplished  fact.  The  headquarters  will  be  at  the  Black 
Dog,  in  London.road,  and  my  piscatorial  nephew,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Brougham,  of  the  Woodlands,  Isleworth,  is  acting 
as  hon.  sec.  pro  tent.  The  first  meeting  is  to  be  held  on 
Friday,  the  27th,  at  the  above  address,  for  tho  purpose  of 
its  inauguration  and  the  enrolment  of  members.  Mr. 
Ogden  Smith,  of  7,  London-road,  is  taking  great  interest 
in  the  movement,  and  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  names 
of  any  who  are  willing  to  become  members,  and  there  are 
plenty  \vto  ought  to  give  it  their  hearty  support.  As  far 
as  the  river  is  concerntd  angling  is  at  a  great  discount, 
and  now  wre  cV  edly  scanty. — B. 

 (Datchet). — Kiver  very  high  and  thick.  Not  much 

chance  of  fishing  for  some  time.  Tne  water  went  down 
yesterday,  but  this  afternoon,  after  four  fine  days,  it  rose 
4in.,  a  rather  curious  phenomenon.  We  find  ourselves  at 
Datchet  ,iust  as  unable  to  get  rid  of  water  now  that  the  old 
river  is  ruined,  all  the  shallows  gone,  and  boughs  cut  down 
as  before  i^  was  done.  Theshallowe  at  Boveney  Weir  and 
Windsor  Weir  are  doomed,  for  no  benefit  whatever  but  to 
put  money  into  the  pockets  cf  builders.  We  hear  of  fish 
preservation  societies  putting  a  few  fish  in  here  and  there, 
at  the  same  time  allowing  their  natural  spawning  grounds 
to  be  destroyed.  I  make  bold  to  say  I  could  sho^v  them 
how  to  go  to  work  to  get  rid  of  surplus  water.  It  is 
apparent  to  a  mere  child  if  the  qaestion  ia  looked  at  fairly. 
I  should  have  thought  the  angling  fraternity  was  influential 
enough  to  look  after  their  interest,  but  it  means  money. 
Enough  of  talk,  I  will  put  down-  £5  to  start  a  petition  to 
Parliamt-nt  to  see  if  we  cannot  check  the  evil. — G. 

LUMSDEN. 

  (Hampton  Court).- The  report  from  William 

Milbourne  is  of  a  very  gloomy  character.  lie  says  :  "The 
water  is  higher  than  ever,  and  still  rising.  It  will  tike 
a  fortnight  before  the  Thames  will  be  in  fishing  order." 
— B. 

.         (Heniej).— Jan.  20.— The  water,  although  bank 

high  and  a  very  heavy  stream  running,  ia  showing 
signs  of  fining  down,  which,  with  the  sharp  frosts  we  are 
having  and  no  more  rain,  should  le  in  condition  by  the 
end  of  the  week,  when  some  good  tport  should  be  had, 
especially  by  bankers.  A  few  roach  and  perch  have  been 
taken,  and  some  j*ck  up  to  41b  A  trout  of  about  2^1b. 
was  canght  at  Shiplake  while  legering  for  roach  with  lob 
worms,  which  was,  of  course,  returned  to  the  river. — 

bTANLKY  MkAD. 

—  (Ztu^Bton). — John  Johnson,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Gnnston,  thirty-two  bream ;  and  during  the  week,  with 
other  aniflers,  an  addition  of  thirty-live  bream  and  nine 
dozen  of  roaob, — B. 


 Strand-on-the-Green.— A  trout  of  ab-ut  41b, 

has  been  taken  here  this  week  in  one  of  the  nets  of  H. 
Pearce,  and  handed  over  on  Wedne  day  to  head  river- 
keeper  William  Douglas,  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  turn<d 
into  the  rivtr  at  Kingston,  on  payment  of  the  usual 
reward  of  half.a-crown.  The  fish  hag  been  pronounced  aa 
a  leil  Thames  trout. — B. 

  (  ecdington). — A  few  more  lampema  have  been 

taken  hy  W.  McBride,  but  no  an. ling  reports  exd-pt  that 
of  abiiik  angler  tiking  a  flounder  of  lib.,  and  another 
geitii  g  a  ^ruHit  of  Gin.  in  length. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— When  1  was  in  this  neigbbonr- 

hood,  on  Tue8i;ay,  1  found  the  river  lower  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding week,  and  a  few  really  tine  days  would  make  it  in 
good  general  fishing  order.  I  found  Mr.  John  Spong  had 
gone  with  one  of  his  clients  to  Bocne  priv<tt«  water,  and  hiu 
son  waa  <in  the  river  amongbt  tho  ddce.  The  bink  anglers 
have  now  decidedly  the  best  of  it,  and,  according  to  Mr. 
F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  are  doing  remarkably  well.  He  gave 
me  tho  f  >lljwing  example  of  takes  that  had  been  shown 
to  him  ;  Mr.  Simmons,  from  fishing  in  the  back  eddies 
one  day,  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ;  another  d^y,  seven 
dozen;  and  another  day,  four  dozen.  Mr.  Edwards,  one 
day,  three  bream  and  three  dozen  roach  and  daca,  and  the 
fish  were  all  in  good  condition.  The  prospects  of  weather 
on  Wednesday  morning  was  fine  and  trosty. — B. 

  (Windsor).— The  river  is  stiQ  very  high,  but, 

should  the  wta  her  continue  fine,  good  all-round  sport 
should  be  had  in  the  course  of  the  next  week  or  ten  days. 
Good  roach  have  been  taken  by  anglers  fishing  the  eddies 
and  quiet  spots  to  be  found  under  the  boughs.  It  is  a 
long  time  lioce  so  many  specimen  roach  have  been  taken 
as  during  the  past  month.  I  hear  Mr.  Amphlett  and 
friend  were  fithing  some  private  water  near  here  on 
Jan.  2.3,  attended  by  James  Bunce,  and  succeeded  in 
creeling  fourteen  jack.  My  public  duties  prevented  me  from 
joining  this  genial  Kingston  angler  on  tnat  day,  but  I  fol- 
lowed on  the  next  day  with  his  friend,  attended  by  the 
tane  fisherman,  when  we  landed  eighteen  jack  of  the  total 
weight  of  451b. — Cecil  Howlett. 

Ancholme  Dis'cnct. — The  conditions  are  very  favour- 
able just  now  for  pike  fishing,  and  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out  and  met  with  a  fair  reward.  Bream  are  now  off  the 
feed  a  little,  but  some  good  roach  have  been  taken  in  the 
middle  and  upper  reaches  of  the  river.  The  Market  Rasen 
Trout  Club  is  making  good  pri  gress.  A  large  stuck  of  fry 
will  be  placsd  in  the  rearing  pouds  at  WiUitgham  in  a  few 
days'  time.— Tho.mas  F<.)RI). 

j^run  (Pulborough). — There  is  nothirg  to  record  for 
the  22nd,  fishing  being  out  ot  the  question  owing  to  the 
flood.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  morning)  the 
water  is  rapidly  sink.ng,  and,  given  fine  weather,  bank 
fishing  will  be  possible  on  the  29th,  though  the  water  will 
not  be  in  the  best  of  order. — W.  G.  Holljian. 

Dart  (Xotnes  and  Diatnct). — It  is  thought  that 
the  spawning  season  is  a  good  one,  there  having  br'en  a 
good  run  of  fish  to  the  spawning  beds.  The  Board  of 
Conservators  are  desirous  of  making  the  fishing  of  the 
river  batter  known,  bat  at  their  meeting  this  week, 
nothing  was  said  about  re-stocking  the  river.  Unless  this 
is  done  really  good  seasons  cannot  be  eXj,ected,  and  it  is  an 
uuquettionable  tact  that  something  should  be  done  if  the 
river  is  to  miintain  its  repute.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  tha  fishing  as-ociation  will  take  action  at  their 
meeting  next  week.  The  revenue  fiotn  the  board's 
licences  last  season  was  .£32.3,  a  decrease  of  £48,  an  adverse 
ta'ance  of  £351  being  reported. — Devonian. 

Derweut  (Blaiton,  Yorks.). —  The  river  has  been 
in  constant  flood  for  the  past  fortnight.  There  was  12fc. 
lOia.  of  flood  water  intheOase  at  York  last  Saturday.  In 
about  a  week's  time,  if  the  weather  is  seltltd  and  colder, 
jac't  fishing  should  be  good  — H. 

Devonshire  streams. — All  the  streams  have  had  a 
good  cleaning  out  by  the  prolonged  heavy  rains,  and  the 
run  of  salmon  hasnoduubt  been  greatly  assisted,  althongU 
probably  in  some  cases  injary  has  been  done  to  the  spawn- 
ing beds.  The  Upper  Teign  Fishing  Association  will 
re-stock  the  river  with  1000  yearlings  from  the  Western 
Fishery,  Norwich.  Last  season  some  tine  trout  were 
taken  in  these  waters  ;  and  it  has  now  been  decided  that 
the  minimum  length  of  tish  to  be  retained  shall  be  Gin. 
ins^eal  of  4in.  as  heretofore. — -Devonian. 

I!xe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — After  a  month's  almost 
continuous  rain  we  have  been  treated  to  a  couple  of  frosty 
days  — a  most  welcome  change  to  the  pikeist.  Tne  river  is 
still  too  high  for  angling  yet,  but,  given  a  continuince  of 
present  delightful  weather,  some  good  pike  scores  aie 
hound  to  be  made.  Ou  Tuesday  Messrs.  Roberts  and 
Toeeuwissen,  fishing  Cowley  back^a  e-,  secured  three, 
but  all  small,  the  largesu  out  4ib.  Both  Tiverton  and 
Exttsr  canals  have  yielded  a  fair  number  of  pike,  but  up 
to  now  have  heard  of  no  heavy  weights. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  inucs.  and  Cambs.t  — The 
unsettled  weather,  and  especially  the  gales,  upset  the 
tisheimin's  prospects  at  the  end  of  last  week.  On  the 
whole,  however,  when  diys  are  favourable,  a  change  for 
the  bei  tar  is  noticed.  Roach  fishing  is  better  than  usual 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  visitors  about  Surfleet  have 
been  doing  good  things  with  this  fish.  About  Outivell 
also  roach  nshers  have  done  well.  Takes  have  luu  up  to 
181b.  or  so.  Pike  fishing  is  oS,  owing  to  the  gales, — 
Limpet. 

Idle  Distriot  (North  Notts).— Anglers  in  this 
district  have  had  to  seek  their  sp  irt  in  the  quiet  waters. 
The  river  in  many  places  has  been  affected  by  the  sto  ms 
and  (.ales.  The  best  report  this  week  comes  from  the 
canal,  between  Stockwith  and  Retford.  About  Clay  worth 
a  few  good  roach  takes  have  been  obtained  with  gentles. 
In  the  lower  fishing  district  pike  fishing  has  been  quiet.  I 
hear  of  a  good  pike  take,  however,  at  Flintham,  from  a 
private  water. — L. 

Iisa. — Prosptc's  are  very  promising  at  the  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday),  and  if  the  dry,  frosty  wea'her  ia 
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maintained  many  a  gpod  roach  should  te  brought  to  bank 
this  week-end.  The  river  has  been  very  thick.  At  the 
same  time  it  has  undergone  a  splendid  flushing.  There 
have  been  some  nice  roach  and  perch  caught,  but  no  heavy 
takes  are  reported.  Next  week  I  hope  to  hear  of  some 
101b.  to  151b.  bafk  ti  beinpr  secured.  The  fish  are  there 
right  enough,  and  ought  to  feed  if  gales  and  rain  hold  off. 
Pike  should  also  run  as  a  result  of  the  sharp  weather. 
Satisfactory  news  lias  also  reached  me  from  the  Stort. 
Tbe  river  is  clearing  nicely.  A  few  roach  and  jack  Lave 
been  captured,  but  f  aw  anglers  have  fished  the  river  lately, 
as  i''  ha*  beBti  quite  out  of  condition. — Izaak  Walton. 

iMXLgg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster;.  —  Both  thece 
streams  have  undergone  a  considerable  change  since  last 
report.  The  rain  continued  to  fall  heavily,  and  the  water 
coming  down  from  the  hills  ciused  the  rivers  to  rise 
quickly,  and  ^ery  soon  they  were  out  over  the  river  banks, 
and  along  tbe  tide  of  the  river  the  fields  presented  a  fine 
lake  of  water  to  the  depth  of  2ft.  to  3ft.  The  weather 
has  changed,  and  frosts  have  been  had.  The  rivers  are 
going  down,  but  it  will  be  some  days  before  there  will  be 
anv  chance  of  sport  in  this  part. — Gwynke. 

iMTigg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (I£in§r^land).— 
Two  much  weather,  wind,  and  water.  Waiting  for  a 
change  ;  worse  it  cinnot  be,  so  there  will  be  no  thanks  for 
mercies  received. — R.  T.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborong'h). —  Owing  to  the  stormy 
weather,  and  the  still  high  state  of  the  water  in  the  river, 
very  little  angHn?  has  been  indulged  in  during  the  past 
week  ;  but  the  state  of  things  in  existence,  if  not  favour- 
able for  plying  the  rod,  provides  sfort  of  another  kind,  as 
the  wildfowl  and  seagulls  have  been  seen ,  disporting 
themselves  on  the  floods  on  the  Fen  side  of  Peterborough 
Bridge,  and  wild  s^answere  noticed  on  Sunday  morning 
swimming  on  the  flooded  fields  near  Orton  Staunch.  B.  P. 
Monckron,  Esq  .  M.P.  for  North  Northamptonshire,  and 
Councillor  T.  Pendered  have  been  reappointed  by  the 
Northamptonshire  County  Council  conservators  of  the 
Ouse  and  Nene  Fishery  District. — B.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  has  been  very  high, 
but  is  now  down  again  to  its  usual  height,  and,  given  fine 
weather  for  about  three  days,  will  be  in  grand  fettle  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing,  which  doubtless,  after  the  push  of 
water,  will  fhow  a  marked  improvement.  At  the  present 
time  anglers  in  quest  of  specimen  roach  woull  do  well  to 
try  the  quiet  backwaters,  the  water  being  just  the  right 
colour  f(ir  them. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neot's). — The  water  remains  at  its  proper 
heighr  and  is  slowly  clearing,  but  is  elill  rather  thick  for 
jack  fishing,  though  some  anglers  consider  it  about  right 
for  roach.  The' river  has  had  a  go  )d  wash  out,  and  frosty 
weather  now  seems  likely,  so  that  if  we  gft  no  more  rain 
I  anticipate  better  sport  in  a  few  days  than  we  have  had 
dnririp  the  pa't  two  seasons  — Wm  Nash. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neci<). — uwing  to  the  heavy  rainfall  in  this  district 
recently,  accompanied  by  gales  of  wind  from  the  south- 
west, ail  these  rivers  have  been  flooded  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  for  many  years  past.  The  flood  was  at  its 
greatest  height  on  Sunday  last,  and  for  three  or  four  days 
irany  of  the  residents  were  kept  prisoners,  as  their  hous.-'S 
were  completely  surrourdid  by  water,  and  the  Severn 
Valley,  as  viewed  from  tte  adjacent  hills,  appeared  like  a 
huge  lake.  Angling  under  snch  circumstances  was 
altogether  impostible,  but  i  is  hoped  that  the  forthcoming 
season  for  silmon  fishing  will  be  more  productive  than  for 
many  years  past,  as  these  rivers  have  now  been  so  long  in 
a  more  or  less  flooded  state  the  salmon  have  had  a  most 
unusually  favourable  opportunity  to  reach  the  upper 
waters.  The  Tanat  is  fast  getting  into  good  cotidicion, 
and  the  siarp,  frosty  nights  are  now  followed  by  bright 
sunshine  throughout  the  day,  so  that  prospects  of  grayling 
♦iaViini/  in  that  stream  are  all  that  can  be  desired. — 
Vyrnwy. 

fetour  (Bures,  Suffolk'^. — The  water  is  now  running 
in  splendid  colour  for  roach  angling,  and,  with  colder 
•weathnr,  some  better  sport  is  being  had.  The  Brothers 
Well  Met  fished  a  match  here  on  the  22nd,  and  all  the 
members  had  fish,  some  having  some  good  roach.  Mr. 
Geo  Ri  ot,  on  the  25th,  had  a  nice  bag  of  roach,  several 
of  them  close  rn  lib.  each.  Should  the  weather  continue 
as  at  present  some  good  sport  amends';  the  roach  and  jick 
bhould  be  had  on  the  29tli. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Snsaex  SlTers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  during  the  past  few  days  has  been  bright  with 
trobt,  and  rivers  are  feeling  the  benefit.  Floods  have 
been  prevalent,  and  although  the  Adur,  Ouse,  and  Cuck- 
mere  were  running  bank  hign,  there  is  every  appearance  of 
sport  by  the  2'Jtb.  A  few  bream  have  been  taken  from 
the  Cuckmere  by  Mr.  Maslin,  also  a  few  pike  and  perch. 
The  Kother  is  out  of  condition,  yet  a  few  pike  have  been 
secured,  one  of  Oib  from  below  the  Tumble  Bay. 
Chichester  Canal  remains  in  good  trim,  and  during  the 
week  parch  up  to  i'llb.,  and  several  pike,  averaging  3jlb  , 
have  been  secured  with  live  gorge.  What  a  pity  it  is  that 
the  c  irporation  should  not  take  stepj  to  secure  fair  fishing 
in  this,  one  of  the  best  pike  ana  perch  waters  in  the 
south.  A  goodly  rt-ntal  might  be  made  as  a  subscription 
water,  but  when  live  gorge  is  allowed,  and  trimmers  and 
bank  rnnnerd  ad  lib.,  the  water  must  soon  be  decimated. 
Nine  bank  runners  were  seen  near  Donnington  a  few  days 
site  ■,  and  at  Huuston  and  the  bisin  the  sime  pot-h  intiug 
is  cirri<'d  on  tn  tbe  detriment  of  legitimate  sport. — 
George  F.  Saltkr 

Taw  (North  Devon)  — Feb.  1  is  our  opening  day, 
but  ttiH  death  of  the  owners  of  the  livers  may  curtail  the 
periiiitj  which  Were  before  so  freely  given,  and  when  a 
few  days  were  given  it  was  made  overlaBliiig,  beside  t  iking 
trout  scarcely  over  tin.  and  fishing  all  night  when  the 
fluiiimer  was  on.  If  free  permits  are  given  iu  future,  they 
will  he  restricted  consideiably.  The  rivers  have  nad  a 
good  washing  out,  and  may  have  interfered  with  the 
ualmon  spawn.    The  net  fishermen  were  brought  up  ag-iin 


to-day  for  breaking  the  bye-law  (no  nets  in  the  rivers  after 
a  certain  time),  and  have  continued  to  do  so  after  the 
threats  of  punishment,  and  were  fined.  Wind  B,,  with 
frost  — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (IiUdlow). — This  district  was  visited  9.t  the  end 
of  last  week  with  one  of  the  highest  floods  that  have  been 
had  for  years.  Htavy  rain  set  in  on  Thursday,  and  con- 
tinued until  Saturday,  and  the  water  from  the  hills  came 
down  quickly  into  the  tributaries  of  the  Teme,  and  the 
Teme  rose  very  rapidly  on  Saturday.  In  one  place  it  rose 
Sin  in  one  hour,  and  the  residents  of  some  of  the  houses 
in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  had  to  move  their  furniture 
into  upstairs  rooms.  In  the  fie'ds  under  the  castle,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Teme  and  Corve,  the  water  was  out  over 
the  fields,  and  it  was  like  one  vast  like.  Cattle  and  sheep 
were  removed  with  dittioulty  to  places  cf  safety.  Durin-g 
the  day  and  night  the  river  rose  quite  3ft.  On  Monday 
there  was  a  change,  and  frost  set  in,  and  the  rivers  soon 
began  to  lower ;  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  they  were  going 
down,  and  if  the  weather  holds  fine  there  will  be  a  prospect 
of  sport  next  week  with  maggot,  worm,  and  paste.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Lodwyche  are  all  running  high  and 
coloured,  and  no  fishing  done  of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenhury). — In  this  part  the  weather  has  been 
most  miserable,  and  heavy  falls  of  rain  have  been  had, 
which  has  filled  all  the  springs,  and  they  have  now  caused 
the  Teme  to  rise  higher  than  it  has  been  for  some  years, 
and  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  there  was  a  hii?h  flood,  and  a 
large  number  of  the  fields  were  covered  with  water.  On 
Monday  the  weather  changed,  and  frosts  have  been  had 
since,  and  the  river  is  going  down  nicely,  and  by  Monday 
there  will  he  a  prospect  of  some  sport  being  had  bottom 
fishing.  No  fishing  done  dniing  the  past  fortnight. — 
Worcester. 

Withaxn,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire). — Angling  in 
this  district  has  only  been  moderate  during  the  last  week 
or  so.  About  the  only  decent  take  reported  was  obtained 
at  Tattershall ,  as  far  as  the  river  is  concerned.  In  addition 
to  a  good  basket  of  roach,  a  visitor  obtained  with  live  bait 
several  good  pike,  one  reaching  131b.  The  quieter  waters, 
such  as  the  Horncastle  and  Sleaford  Canals,  however,  are 
affcjrding  better  sport  for  the  bottom  fisher.  From 
Conningsby,  on  the  former,  some  capital  baskets  have 
been  obtained  from  the  backwaters  beyond  the  village. 
Here  a  few  takes  are  reported,  test  201b.,  with  fish  running 
to  over  lib.  each.  About  Chapel  Hill  eome  good  roach 
hive  been  taken  — Luci. 

Yorkshire  Kivers.— Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe.Nidd, 
Derwent,  Ouse,  &c  —The  big  flood  of  Thursday  lasthad 
hardly  commenced  to  subside  when  another  followed  on 
Saturday,  and  thousands  of  acres  of  land  were  again  sub- 
merged, doing  much  damage  to  farmers,  &c.  It  is.  how- 
ever, remaikable  how  quickly  rivers  tun  in  after  floods, 
and  with  an  improvement  in  the  weather  on  Sunday, 
followed  by  a  sharp  frrs':,  which  increased  in  intensity  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  many  of  our  streims  in  the 
higher  reaches  are  nearly  at  their  normal  level  again,  and 
as  I  write  (Wednesday  night,  Jan.  2.5)  prospects  for  pike 
and  gra>  ling  fishing  could  not  possibly  be  better.  1  had 
some  splendid  sport  with  the  grajling  in  the  Yore  yester- 
day, three  of  my  best  fish  weighing  Hlb.  ;  Collinson,  of 
Middleham ,  had  seven  good  f  si.  The  Rev.  Father  Murphey 
also  did  well  to-day,  his  reverence  bad  eight  fine  fish,  tbe 
lai  g  st  weighing  14oz. ;  CoUii  s  m,  fourteen  fish,  weighing 
all  81b.,  other  anglers  also  did  well;  all  were  caught 
with  the  brandling  and  the  little  red  worm,  on  tbe 
improved  Stewart  tackle.  The  water  being  high  and 
coloured  ;  weather  frosty,  but  brilliant  fine.  To-night 
the  frost  has  a  tendency  to  increase  in  intensity,  and  if  the 
weather  keeps  settled  sport  amf>ng8t  grayling,  pike,  &c., 
will  continue  good.  The  Black  Ox  (Northallerton)  Angling 
Club  held  their  annual  dinner  on  Friday  last,  when  over 
thirty  members  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast.  Mr.  John 
Hiirkness  presided,  the  vice-chair  being  occupied  by  Mr. 
Jis  Smith.  A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The 
club  is  in  a  good  positi  on  financially,  and  the  prospects  for 
the  future  are  promising. — John  B.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  D.'f  ot.  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegram  — The  frost  continues  and  increases  in 
intensity,  eighteen,  and  in  places  tw  enty,  degrees  of  frost 
being  registered.  According  to  indie itions,  there  is  every 
probability  that  the  weather  will  continued  settled  for  a 
few  days.  James  Blades  writes  me  that  he  killed 
five  grajling  in  the  Yore,  at  Hawes,  yesterday. 
The  river  there  is  getting  into  capital  trim  ;  prospects 
for  sport  good.  All  the  backwaters  are  frozen 
hard,  and  skating,  &c.,  in  full  swing.  At  the 
North  Riding  County  Council  meeting,  held  at  the  Court 
House  (Northallerton)  yesterday,  the  following  members 
were  appointed  to  represant  the  council  on  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board :  The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Lord  Bolton,  Bolton 
Hall,  Leyburn ;  Col.  the  Hon.  Lewis  Payan  Dawnay, 
Beningbrongh  Hall,  York ;  the  Hon.  Cecil  Buncombe, 
The  Grange,  Nawtqn,  York  ;  Sir  Reginald  Graham,  Bart., 
Norton  Conyers,  Ripon ;  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Harewood,  Harewood,  Leeds;  Mr.  John  Timothy  Darey, 
Hutton  Marske,  Richmond ;  the  Hon.  Geo.  Bdwin 
Ijisoelles,  Sion  Hill,  Thirsk ;  Mr.  Andrew  Sherlock 
Lawson,  Aldborough  Manor,  Borobridge  ;  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Cunliffe  Lister,  Swinton  Park,  Masham ;  John 
William  Lodge.  The  Rookery,  Bish  ipdale.  Aysgirth;  Sir 
Henry  Meysey  Thompson.  Bart  ,  Kirby  Hdll,  York;  and 
Mr.  Charles  Edward  R  ddell,  Leybarn  Hall,  Leyburn  — 
John  B.  Millkr,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Staiiou  Btreet,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Iioch   Tay   (Keumore,    Perthshire,  N.B.).— 

On  the  hotel  walor,  on  the  18th,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Glasgow, 
killed  two  sal  mm,  171b.  each.  19th,  Mr.  J.  H.  Carton, 
one  salmon,  181b.  20th,  Mr.  D.  Carson,  one  salmon, 
Kilb. ;  Mr.  W.  Knight,  one  salmon,  201b,  21i>t,  Mr. 
H.    Buchanan,    Glasgow,    one    salmon,    231b.;  Mr. 


W.  Knight,  one  salmon,  191b.  23rd,  Mr.  Mowat  Stanley, 
fishing  for  Mr.  F.  Kelley,  killed  two  salmon^  381b.  and 
171.b.  24th.  Mr.  D.  Carson  killed  two  stthnoa^r221b.  and 
181b.— W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— Jan.  19,  Mr.  Glephan, 
one  salmon,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Steel,  onej  231b.  Jan.  20i  Mrsi 
Maisey,  three,  181b.,  151b.,  131b.;  Mr.  Clephan,  one, 
ISib. ;  Mr.  Ure,  one,  181b. ;  Mr.  Steel,  one,  211b. ;  Mr.; 
Menzies,  one,  201b.— H.  Mai.sby.  ■' 
Nojrth-East  of  Scotland. — A  snowstorin  of  con- 
siderable severity  is  presently  being  experienced  over  th« 
north.  Hard  frost  has  succeeded  a  considerable  fall  cf 
suow.  Yet  on  the  whole  the  prospects  oi>ntiBne  all  the 
more  favourable  for  the  opening  of  the  bulk  of  Scotch 
waters  two  weeks  hence.  The  death  of  Professor  Nichol- 
son, Aberdeen  University,  removes  an  eminent  scientist 
from  the  world  in  general,  and  a  pisciculturist  from  the 
argling  world  of  no  mean  authority.  He  was  instrumental 
in  establishing  a  marine  aquarium  at  Aberdeen.  The  Spey 
pollution  case  was  again  on  the  lapix  last  week,  when  the 
First  Division  of  toe  Court  of  Session  confirmed  Lord 
Kyllachy's  judgment  in  favour  of  the  riparian  proprietors. 
Inquiries  for  early  spring  angling  are  very  rife.  Mr.  Smith, 
Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  N.B.,  has  the  Upper  Blackball 
water  for  April,  May,  aad  June  to  dispose  of.  The  netting 
also  opens  on  Feb.  11.  even  on  systems  where  angling  is 
already  permitted. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Just  after  sending  off  my  report  last  week  we  had  a  very 
heavy  rainfall,  the  result  of  which  was  an  8ft.  flood,  as 
marked  by  the  Tweedometer  at  Kelso  Bridge.  This  had 
scarcely  subsided  before  we  were  treated  to  another  rise, 
heavy  rain  in  the  western  district,  together  with  melting 
snow,  having  occasioned  the  second  rise,  of  fully  6ft.,  in 
the  rivers,  Teviot  being  heaviest  on  this  occasion.  Both 
Tweed  and  Teviot  are  sti  1  running  very  full,  the  gauge  to- 
day marking  3ft.  of  flood  water.  Very  many  sD-called 
anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past  week  when  there 
was  a  chance  for  getting  a  dish  of  trout  or  anything  else 
with  bait.  Some  of  these  fishers  bad  very  fair  baskets, 
ranging  from  31b.  upwards.  On  the  tributary  streams, 
which  have  all  been  more  or  less  flooded,  many  baskets  of 
trout  have  alsj  been  got.  On  the  Bden,  ata  favourite  spot 
four  miles  from  Kelso,  two  anglers  also  had  some  trout. 
During  the  last  three  days  we  have  had  pretty  hard  frost, 
as  much  as  12  degrees  having  been  registered,  but  it  has 
only  helped  to  clear  the  rivers  and  decrease  their  volume, 
without  doing  any  further  damage. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Antrim  B>ivers. — Angling  opens  on  several  of  these 
rivers  on  Wednesday  next  (the  1st  proximo),  including  the 
Lagan,  Bush,  Margey,  and  the  Glens  of  Antrim  ri/ers. 
Most  of  these  will  be  in  fair  order  by  that  time,  but  in  the 
past  few  nights  there  have  been  very  keen  frosts,  the  con- 
tinuation of  which  would  put  a  stopper  on  trouting  for 
some  time.  The  Maine  does  not  open  till  March  1. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  Kiver  (co.  Donegal).— This  river 
Opens  tor  angling  on  Feb.  1,  and  we  are  pleased  to  inform 
anglers  generally  that  the  conditions  on  which  the  river 
opens  this  year  are  much  more  satisfactory  than  hereto- 
fore, as  we  understand  that  the  present  lessee  of  the 
fishery  is  going  to  let  tbe  rod  fishing  of  the  river  to  anglers 
from  Feb.  1.  We  also  understand  that  the  box  and  net 
fishing  will  be  very  considerably  diminished  in  order  to 
keep  a  constant  stock  of  salmon  in  the  river  for  anglers. 
The  tickets  will  be  issued  by  the  day  or  by  the  week. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons  (Ballyshannon). 

Caragh  Lake  (Keriy).  —  Jan.  22.  —  The  fishing 
promises  to  be  very  good.  Spring  fish  are  running  through. 
Anglers  stajing  at  Southern  Hotel  are  now  allowed  to 
fish  on  lower  Caragh  at  28,  per  day.  Angling  on  lake  is 
free  by  pajing  the  usoal  licence.  Beats  and  men  are 
available  at  the  hotel  at  moderate  rates.  The  hotel 
hatchery  is  again  stocked  with  salmon  and  tront  ova. 
Some  local  gentlemen  have  contributed  towards  it  this 
time,  paying  part  of  expense.— G.  C. 

Cork  Biivers. — All  the  above  rivers  are  now  in  grand 
order,  and  spring  salmon  are  coming  up  in  more  than 
average  numbers  on  the  earlier  waters.  As  far  as  can  be 
judged  at  present  the  prospects  for  the  opening  day 
(Feb.  1)  are  very  good  for  the  Blackwater  (preserved 
portions),  Le",  Bandon,  and  Gullane. — T.  J  D. 

Couucy  Donegal  Rivers.— Several  Donegal  rivers 
open  on  Feb.  1  next,  the  principal  of  which  are  the 
BundnS,  Bundrowes,  Lennan,  Gweedore,and  Gwee  Varra. 
This  week  the  weather  is  cold  and  frcs.y,  and  snow  lies  on 
.eome  of  the  mountain  ranges.  The  Erne  and  Bunerana 
rivers  remain  closed  till  March  1.  The  majority  of  the 
Donegal  risers  are  still  high. — J.  A.  B. 

Zerry  Rivers. — All  the  Kerry  rivers  ate  now  fining 
down  a^ter  the  recent  heavy  and  prolonged  floods.  Spring 
salffioa  are  coming  up  iu  fair  or  average  numbers  iu  the 
Sneem,  Kenmare,  and  Waterville  jivers  in  South  Kerryj 
and  in  the  Feale,  Gale,  and  Smerlagh,  in  the  northern 
paits.  In  the  Kiilarney  and  GleubeiKh  districts  the  runs 
tiave  been  reported  heavy  last  week. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougrh  Currane,  &c.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Lough  Currane  is  falling  rapidly  since  Saturday  last,  and 
it  will  be  in  good  order  very  probably  when  the  angling 
opens  on  the  1st  pros.  The  weir  fishery  on  the  river  is 
now  giving  better  results,  and  it  is  plainly  evidenced  that 
big  suoals  of  spring  salmon  passed  up  into  tbe  lake  on 
Sunday  last.  Kelts  are  clearing  out  to  sea  in  big  numbers 
from  the  Waterville,  luny,  and  Cammeragh  rivers.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Lougfh  Neagh. — The  pullen  fishirg  season  com- 
mences on  Wednesday,  or  lather,  legally  commences,  for 
the  fishers  recognise  .  uo  close  season  the  year  round, 
unless  when  the  law  compels  them.  The  small  stock  of 
pu  len  will  not  be  increasing  in  consequence.  A  feW 
delioqueiits  were  made  amenable  to  the  law  for  poaching, 
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but  t ha  fines  inflicted  were,  as  a  rule,  only  incentives  to 
further  poaching  — J.  A.  B. 

aioy,  Lonerli  Conn,  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
SKayo). — Angling  opens  here  on  Feb.  1  on  both  river  and 
loughs  for  salmon  and  trout.  The  past  spawning  season 
wa»  an  unusually  good  one,  and  not  for  many  years  has 
there  been  seen  so  many  fish  on  the  beds  of  the  rivers.  At 
present  the  river  is  in  high  flood  ;  but,  as  we  are  having 
frost,  would  expect  by  the  opening  day  to  be  in  order  for 
the  fly.— Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Iiongli  Herg  (Killaloe).  —  The 
floods  are  increasing,  so  it  is  now  very  doubtful  whether 
the  river  will  be  fit  on  Feb.  1.  I  can,  however,  vouch  that 
the  preserved  reach  above  the  bridge,  which  has  been 
rented  by  the  Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall,  Chaplain  to  the  Forces, 
Belfast,  will  be  in  tip  top  form  throughout  that  month, 
because  high  water  suits  it  best.  This  week,  again,  the 
boisterous  weather  has  interfered  with  the  pike  fishing  on 
Lough  Derg.  Mr.  Richard  Hope  and  Mrs.  Hope,  of 
Maidenhead,  England,  who  have  arrived  here  for  the  fish- 
ing, have,  however,  secured  a  fair  number  of  pike  during 
the  week.  The  largest,  a  15-pounder,  fell  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Hope  ;  and  Mrs.  Hope,  who  is  a  most  accomplished 
angler,  and  loves  the  sport,  has  brought  to  boat  several 
well-conditioned  fiah.  Major  John  P.  Traherne  has  let  his 
lower  water  for  February  and  March.  There  are  a  few 
other  salmon  stretches  to  let  here,  full  particulars  of  which 
I  shall  be  happy  to  forward  to  any  of  your  English  sub- 
Bcriber,'!  who  may  be  on  the  look  out  for  spring  fishing.— 
S.  J.  Hurley. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  3.    Highest  tide  on  Monday. 


Scarborough 

Yarmouth  .. 
Lowestoft  .. 
Aldebargh  .. 
Harwich   , 


Southend.  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leighf 

Margate.  Broad- 
stairs.  &  Bams 
gate. 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  , 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  ) 

Xewhaven   

Sboreham  and) 
Sonthwlck  ) 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island/ 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun, 

Moa 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

5.13 
p.m. 
5.28 

a,m. 

5  42 
p,m, 
5.57 

a  m. 
6.12 
p  m. 

6.28 

a.m 
6.44 
p  m. 
7.  0 

a.m. 
7.17 
p.m. 
7.36 

a.m. 

7.56 
p.m 
8.16 

a.m. 

8  37 
p.m. 

9.  0 

10.  9 
10.25 

10  40 
10.55 

11.11 
11.27 

11.43 
11.59 

0.15 

0  31 
0  47 

1.  G 
1.28 

10.S6 
11.12 

11.27 
11.42 

11.57 

0.13 
0.29 

0  45 
1.  2 

1.19 
1.36 

1.53 
2.12 

11.45 

0.  1 
0  16 

0  31 
0  46 

1.  2 
1.18 

1.34 
1.51 

2.  8 
2.25 

2.42 
3.  1 

0.  50 

1.  6 

1.22 
1.37 

1.58 
2.  9 

2.25 
2.41 

2  57 
3.13 

3.29 
3.46 

4.  4 
4.23 

1.43 
1.59 

2.14 

2.28 

2.42 
2  57 

3.12 
3  27 

3  43 
4.  0 

4.17 
4.35 

4.53 
5.13 

0.  45 

1.  0 

1.15 
1.30 

1.45 
2.  0 

2.1.5 
2  31 

2.47 
3.  3 

3.20 
3  37 

3.5.-) 
4.15 

0.11 

0  28 
0  45 

1.  1 
1.17 

1.34 
1.51 

2.  8 
2.26 

2  44 

3.  2 

3.21 
3.42 

11.51 

0.  8 
0.25 

0.41 
0.57 

1.14 
1.31 

1.48 
2.  G 

2.24 
2.42 

3.  1 
3.2i 

0  19 

0.36 
0.53 

1.  9 
1.25 

1.42 
1.59 

2.16 
2  34 

2  52 
3.10 

3.29 
3.50 

0.  4 
0.19 

0.34 
048 

1.  2 
L17 

1.33 
1.48 

2.  4 

2.21 

2.. 38 
2.56 

.3.17 
3,40 

0  36 

1.10 

1.2G 
1.42 

l.-M 
2.16 

2.33 
2.51 

3.  9 
3.27 

3.46 
4.  7 

026 
0.43 

0  59 
1.15 

1.32 
148 

2.  4 
2  10 

2  35 
2.51 

3.  7 
3.26 

3.4G 
4.  7 

6,57 
7  IS 

7  28 
7.42 

7.57 
8.12 

8.26 
8.41 

8  56 
9.11 

fl  27 
9.44 

10.  S 
10.25 

BallinskelliiTs. — PoUacking  is  once  more  giving  good 
sport  between  Horse  Island  and  Bolus  Head,  one  angler, 
Mr.  Sullivan,  getting  fifteen  good  fish  on  Monday  in  three 
hours.— T.  J.  D 

Brighton. — We  have  had  about  two  weeks  of  very 
stormy  weather  from  the  w*Bt.  The  wind  is  now  in  the 
north,  and  a  cilm  eea.  Several  boats  have  been  off  to- 
day (Jan.  25)  hooking  for  cod  and  silver  whiting.  Dog- 
fish are  plentiful.  The  Brighton  "winter  herring  "  have 
arrived,  and  silvery,  sweet  flavoured  fish  they  are;  one 
boat  took  1000  last  night.— H. 

Darxynane. — Whiting  are  now  giving  generally  good 
Bport  since  the  fro.3t  set  in,  and  pollack  are  taking  pretty 
well  near  Coom. — T.  J.  D. 

«  Deal  (The  Pier).— The  sudden  change  of  wicd  which 
♦ook  place  on  Monday  last  has  sadly  interfered  with  local 
fishing,  having  rendered  the  water  about  the  colour  of 
yellow  clay.  The  wind  is  still  blowing  strong  from  the 
north-east  without  any  signs  of  abatement.  The  angling 
visitors  on  the  22nd  inst.  were  Mpssrs.  Tathnell,  Clarke, 
Dupi'  re,  Lewis,  Preston-Gardner,  Vanghan,  Barnard,  and 
Andrews.  The  day's  catch  consisted  of  a  few  codling, 
pontinir,-  and  some  very  fine  whiting.    The  pier  had  few 

S.tron8  on  Monrlay  morning,  but  one  of  them  (Mr. 
opper)  was  fortanat«  enough  to  secure  several  fine 
cr.dling  and  a  f^w  whiting.  Nothing  was  done  in  i  he 
afternoon  on  account  of  the  extreme  thickness  of  the 
water.  Tuesday  opened  fine  and  bright,  and  Messrs. 
Morse,  Howellg,  Bnshnell,  Kilmer,  and  Waddell  fished  for 
several  hours,  but  with  tcmt  success.  A  slight  fall  of 
enow  and  8l<»et  dispersed  all  the  above  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  day.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  has  been 
piercingly  c  )ld,  and  for  the  first  time  f  )r  many  months  not 
a  single  angler  has  patronised  the  pier.— J.  Richard.son 

;  to  the  itrong  winds  and  gales,  which  hiM 


made  the  water  very  thick,  scarcely  any  boat  fishing  has 
been  done.  It  is  now  (Thursday  morning)  blowing  hard 
easterly,  and  no  prospect  of  fishing. — Bdwd.  Hangee 
(Agent  B.8.A.S.). 

Dingle. — No  anglers  have  been  out  since  last  report, 
though  the  weather  has  been  favourable  enough  for  angling 
within  the  harbour. — T.  J.  D. 

Fowey  (Cornwall),  —  We  have  had  very  stormy 
weather  for  some  weeks  past,  and  sea  angling  has 
been  quite  in  abeyance.  A  few  pollack  and  small  bass  are 
netted  in  the  harbour  from  time  to  time. — H. 

Penzance. — Although  we  have  had  mild  weather  for 
the  last  week  or  two,  the  weather  has  been  so  fearfully 
stormy  that  boat  angling  in  the  bay  has  been  out  of  the 
question,  and  pier  angling  is  also  in  abeyance. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  very  boisterous 
lately,  and  has  interfered  with  all  kinds  of  fishing.  To-day, 
as  I  write,  it  is  very  fine  and  cold,  and  I  see  several  boats 
are  out.  The  pier  anglers  are  doing  a  little  but  not  much, 
on  account  of  so  much  fresh  water  coming  down  the 
rivers  ;  mullet  are  still  on  the  feed,  and  some  fine  flat  fish 
are  being  taken.  The  rivers  are  all  in  great  flood,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  some  of  the  spawning  beds  will  be  disturbed. 
There  are  plenty  of  salmon  in  the  big  pools  of  the  upper 
reaches. — William  Heakdek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southend  and  Leigh. — After  a  month  of  very 
unsettled  weather,  with  squalls  and  frequent  galea,  a  fresh 
slant  of  wind  has  brought  a  greit  improvement  with  a 
much  lower  temperature.  Fishing  prospects  are  neces- 
sarily much  better,  but  even  now  it  is  not  possible  to 
predict  the  weather  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours. 
As  far  as  one  can  judge,  however,  angling  prospects  are 
good.  Owing  to  bad  weather  few  fishermen  have  been 
out  during  the  week,  and,  except  in  the  trawls,  only  a  few 
fish  of  good  siz9  have  been  taken.  For  next  week  the  tide 
will  be  favourable.  Barometer  30  58,  with  upward 
tendency.  Wind  N,N.E.  slight.  Sea  smooth.  Weather 
clear  and  bright.  Mr.  George  Wagstaff,  a  well-known 
Southend  angler,  asks  me  to  say  that  he  has  just  opened 
his  new  and  handsome  Railway  Hotel,  where  he  will  be 
plpased  to  welcome  fishing  visitors. — Charles  Htjssey 
(B.S.A.S.),   


Jingling  ^xxtxtxes. 

January  29.   

Albion  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Burlington  Piscatorial  Society  :  Outing  to  Langley. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bures. 

Camden  :  Roving  match. 

Collingwood  :  Outing, 

Dalston  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 

North-Eaat  Brothers  :  Lapsed  piiza  outing. 

Original  Clerkenwell:  Roving  match. 

Westminster  :  Match  at  Rye  Hnuse. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials  ;  Competition. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 
January  30. 

Anchap  and  Hope  :  Reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Visit. 

Original  Alexandra  ;  A.B,S.  concert. 

Thames  Re-stocking  Association  :  Committee  meeting. 
January  31. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Queen's  Piscatorials :  Visit. 
February  1 . 

B.S.A.S. :  Lecture  on  "  Fish  Hooks  "  by  Mr.  Eldred. 

Holioway  :  Reading  by  Mr.  Horner. 
Pebruaxy  2. 

Hatcham  Brothers :  Concert. 

Royal  George :  Visit. 

West  London :  Supper. 


Feb.  5.— 

„  5.- 

„  5.. 
5 


„  !»- 

„  12.- 

„  12.- 

,.  12.- 

„  12.- 

„  12.- 

„  14.- 

„  12.- 

,.  12- 

„  13.- 

,,  13.- 

„  14  - 

„  18.- 

„  26.- 
March  6.- 


Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
■Brompton :  Supper 

Cimbridge  Friendly  :  Sweepstake  match. 
C  apham  Junction  :  Outing. 
■Hearts  of  Oak  :  Outing. 
Islington  Brothers :  Match  at  Cookham. 
Izaik  Walton  :  Match. 
•JoUy  Butchers  :  Supper  match. 
•North  London  :  Match  at  Ware.' 
■Sundial :  Outing  to  Bourne  End, 
■Waegoners :  Match  at  Datchet. 
Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
Central  Aesociation  :  Delegate  meeting. 
■Clissold  :  Smoking  concert. 
■T.R,A,  :  Committee  meeting. 
■Original  Clerkenwell :  Visit. 
Mildmay :  Annual  dinner. 
■A.B.8.  (Windsor  competition)  :  Committee 
dinner. 

Cardiff  Piacatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

■Holioway :  Supper. 

Izaak  Walton ;  Ma<ch. 

■*t  Ives  (Hunts) :  Annual  match. 

Allison  United  :  Match  at  Langley. 

Harcoart :  Match  at  Shiplake. 

Ph(junix  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

■Prince  Albert :  Outing. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Goring. 

Good  Intent :  Supper. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

West  Ham  Br(,tliers  :  Match. 

■Piscatorial  Society  :  Smoking  concert. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Visit, 

Golden  Barbel :  Roving  match. 

■Park:  A.B.8.  concert. 

■Silver  Trout :  Outing  at  Hertford. 

-Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 


STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegeai'H.— Feidav,  .Tan.  27,  10  a.m. 
Deal. — E. ;  moderate. 
Dover. — E  ;  moderate. 
Ramsgatk.— E,N.K, ;  heavy. 
Maegate. — E  ;  choppy. 
Hastings. — N.E. ;  smooth. 


Tl-'e  beg  io  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reporl.i  m^ift 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  Sf. 
Diinstan's  House.  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Cl.VB 
Report  "  outside  envelove. 


Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visit- 
inif  List. — My  n^xt  visit  takes  t/lice  on  Jai.  31, 
at  Islington  Brothers  A.S.,  Myddleton  Arms,  Canonbury- 
road,  Islington.     I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — BEN 

Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  (Windsor  Com- 
petition), Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel-street,  Edgware- 
road.  W. — Tne  committee  dinner  takes  place  on  Feb.  9, 
not  Jan.  26,  as  stated,  owing  to  short  tpice  of  time,  and 
we  want  to  see  a  good  muster.  Tickets  3s.  exch ,  and  Mr. 
Keene,  our  treasurer,  at  above  house,  will  supply  same. — 
Ben  Abrahams. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  Frampton 
Arms,  Wells-street,  Hackney. — Our  match  at  Hampton  on 
the  22nd  was  quite  a  success, considering  the  condition  of 
the  water,  good  shows  of  fish  being  the  order.  Messrs, 
Thompson,  bream,  firi:t;  C.  J.  King,  roach  and  bream, 
second  and  a  special;  A.  Smith  (Buster),  third  and  a 
special;  and  A.  Smith,  largest  roach  prize.  Other  mem- 
bers had  fish,  not  in  the  match.  Owing  to  prizes  being 
numerous,  it  was  decided  on  Wednesday  another  match  on 
Jan.  29  should  take  place  at  St.  Margaret's;  fourgwd 
prizes  and  a  sweepitikes,  and  two  left  from  last  outing; 
all  peeeed-down ;  first  and  second  train  only ;  Messrs. 
C.  J.  King  and  .Teswell,  stewards  ;  stop  fishing  at  5 ;  show 
fish  at  Railway  Tavern  6  30  o  7. — J.  H.  Haines. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridgp-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate. — 
The  match  which  was  to  take  place  on  Jan.  29  is  postponed 
until  Feb.  12.  All  members  please  make  note  of  same. 
We  are  unsettled  as  to  ttio  club  owing  to  the  change.  I 
hopa  to  furnish  good  news  for  my  members  next  meeting ; 
everyone  will  please  attend.  I  have  all  cases  of  fi-h, 
books,  &c.,  at  my  residence.  Messrs  H.  Smith,  H.  Slack, 
G.  Blades,  and  G.  Prouten  had  fish  on  Jan.  22.  We  «ere 
favoured  with  the  company  of  our  visiting  oiScer,  J.  W. 
Harris,  and  Mr.  Bungey,  of  the  Pritice  of  Wales  A.S.,  on 
Jan.  25.— Ben.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  sfooiety,  Coach  and  Horses.  Ports- 
mouth Place,  Lincoln's  Iim  Fields. — On  Jan.  22  Mr. 
Montgomery  weighed-in  roach.  On  Jan.  24  the  members 
and  friends  sat  down  to  a  capital  spread,  put  on  by  Mr. 
Ling,  and  presiJed  over  by  Mr.  Pailes.  After  tbe  tables 
were  cleared,  harmony  foil  )wed.  Messrs.  Pailes,  J.  and 
C.  Hawes,  J,  Drew,  Jewell,  Butlia,  Habbijim,  .Johns, 
Collins,  and  Chambers  sang  some  excellent  s  .ngs.  "  Anld 
Lang  Syne"  brought  a  very  pl  asint  evening  to  a  close. — 
J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  G'"een. — On  the 
22Qd  the  following  members  weighed-in  some  good  shows 
of  fish:  Messrs,  Shurey,  roach  ;y  Hutchinson,  roach; 
Payoe,  roach  ;  Millin,  roach  and  darj ;  Brealsforth.  roach, 
dace,  and  perch  ;  Nunn,  sen  ,  loac  .  The  prizes  left  from 
the  previous  outing  being  won  by  the  following  :  Alessrs. 
Shurey,  Hutchinson,  Pajne,  Nuon,  sea. — G.  Merry. 

Bavversea  Pnendi>  Au^um.^  Society .  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  the  22nd  inst. 
several  members  were  out,  but  met  with  poor  sport,  owing 
to  the  recent  floods.  Absent  members  please  note  thit  an 
open  roving  match  takes  place  on  Feb.  5.  Mr.  C.  Burton 
was  elected  a  working  member  on  the  24'.h  inst. — 
A.  Jenkins. 

Battex-sea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Our  visit  on  ttie 
S.L.V.U .  List  takes  place  on  Monday  next,  when  I  should 
like  to  see  the  clubs  well  represented  and  give  us  a 
bumper.  We  fish  for  a  series  of  prizes  on  Feb.  5,  at 
Feltham  ;  to  po  by  the  8  27  a.m.,  and  return  by  the 
G,25  p,m.— T.  Tringham, 

Blackfriars  AA«Un<r  iSooiety,  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — We  had  a  very  nice  show  of 
roach  by  Mr.  Howard  on  the  18th;  also  a  nice  lot  of 
roach  on  the  25th.  Other  members  out,  with  very  poor 
takes. — Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  On  Jan.  22 
Mr.  J.  Taylor  weighed-in  some  nice  perch,  one  »ei,<hing 
lib.  IJoz.  ;  Messrs.  F.  W.  Stock-r,  W.  Bray,  and  B. 
Lummes,  roach.  Wednesday  next,  Feb.  1,  will  be  audit 
night,  Mess's.  D.  Warren  and  J.  Morrell  being  the  auditcrs 
appointed. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brothers  Weil  iULet  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-ruad, 
On  Jan.  22  the  outing  to. our  water  at  Burea  for  a  eeiies 
of  prizes  turned  out  a  success,  in  spite  of  the  boisterous 
wind,  •12lb.  of  roich,  one  jack,  and  one  bream  being  taken. 
A.  Field,  with  171b.  of  roach,  1st;  H.  Budien,  Gib.  roa  h, 
2nd;  C.  Smith,  5Jlb.,  3rdi  H.  Tame,  4th  ;  E.  Gairdner, 
5th  ;  H.  Canton,  tJth ;  H.  C.  Canton,  7th. 
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The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'a-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heith. — On  tlie  22Qd  we  had  a  good  show  of  fish 
on  the  trays.  A  pegged-down  match  takes  place  at  Bures 
on  the  29ch  for  six  prizes.  All  to  go  down  by  9  a.m.  train 
from  Liverpoi>l-stre' t  on  the  morning.  Stirt  fishing  at 
11  30  a.m.  ;  cease  fishing  at  5  p.m.  Show  fish  at  Swan 
Inn  not  later  than  6  15  p.m.  Stewards,  R  Hubbard  and 
T.  Benny.  Will  members  please  attend  next  Tuesday  to 
arrange  for  an  A.B.S.  concert  ? — Secretary. 

Gamdea  An^im^  Socievy,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  have  a 
roving  match  Jan.  29  ;  members  to  go  where  they  please  ; 
two  rods.  I  wish  to  remind  members  next  Wednesday  is 
quarterly  night — K.  Box  ALL. 

CenirJil  Angfling  Association  (Liverpool),  Orijiaal 
Prince  of  Wales  Hotel,  13b,  Moss-street. — A  meeting  of 
this  association  was  held  on  Friday,  the  20th  lost.,  when 
several  new  members  were  elected.  Messrs.  Bratt, 
Wiahart,  and  Hann  were  elected  to  represent  the  aaaocia- 
tion  on  the  committee  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion Centre,  recently  formed  in  this  city.  It  is  expecti'd 
that  membership  cards,  rules,  &o.,  for  1899  will  be  ready 
by  Feb.  2,  and  members  ai-e  requested  to  note  that  on  and 
after  that  date  the  meetings  will  be  held  every  Thursday, 
from  8  to  10  p.m.,  instead  of  on  Friday,  as  heretofore. 
Mr.  J.  Wishart  has  been  fishing  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal  at  Netherton,  and  reports  good  sport  with  the 
roach. — George  W.  Hann. 

Clapham  iJuastiaa  Angfling  Society.  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Oar  next 
day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Feb.  5  at  Conkbam ; 
boundary,  from  Cookham  Bridge  to  Bourne  End  Railway 
Bridge.  All  members  to  go  by  the  first  train  from 
Paddington ;  return  from  Cookham  7.40.  All  members 
to  cease  fishing  at  six  o'clock. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Glerkenweil  and  JQiatriot  HJuited  V'isiting 
Ijist. — The  visit  to  the  Phoenix  A.S.  on  Monday  was  a 
snccess,  their  large  clubroom  was  crowded  with  company  ; 
Mr.  Bouttler  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Isaacs.  Twenty 
societies  sent  representatives,  viz.  :  Great  Northern, 
Lincoln,  St.  John's,  Eustonians,  Bloomsbury,  North 
London,  Camden,  Phoenix,  Royal  George,  Central  Club, 
Queen's  Piscatorials,  Prince  of  Wales,  Dibdin,  Brompton, 
Walton  and  Cotton,  Original  Oerkenwell,  Social  Brothers, 
Wenlock,  High  Wycombe,  and  Globe.  The  next  visit  will 
be  to  the  Royal  George.  At  our  list  delegate  meeting  it 
was  decided  that  we  hold  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  prize 
fund  of  the  C.  and  D.  List  in  the  fence  months,  the 
arrangement  of  which  will  be  taken  into  consideration  at 
our  next  delegate  meeting  at  the  end  of  March. — P. 
Castell. 

CliBSold  Angflin^  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Jan.  22  we  were 
saved  from  a  blank  by  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Thompson.  We 
hold  a  "smoker"  in  aid  of  A.B.S.  on  March  6.  On 
Wednesday  Mr.  Ringrose  brought  me  up  a  grand  show  of 
roach.  The  three  largest  I  weiahed  personally,  and  they 
scaled  l|lb.,  lib.  OJoz.,  and  lib.  5Joz.  All  thrfe  have 
been  taken  to  Mr.  Hesse  to  ba  set  up.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  and  also  committee 
meeting  on  Wednesday  nest. — Tiios.  Faulkner. 

Gobdeu  Ang'iin^  Society,  Kensai-roaa,  w. — On 
.Tan.  22  three  members  weighed-in  fish  as  follows :  Messrs. 
E.  Baxter,  A.  Howknd,  and  J.  Barnfather.  Very  poor 
show  for  this  last  six  weeks.  Will  members  kindly  oblige 
by  attending  the  club  early  next  week,  as  we  want  to  go  to 
the  Queen's  return  visit,  and  the  conditions  of  the  last 
match  will  be  made  on  Feb.  7. — T.  Twyman. 

Ooiliug"WOOtii  AtLgimg  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.  —  The  following 
weighed-in  during  the  week  :  Messrs.  W.  Beames,  jack, 
101b.  lOoz. ;  Ba)l,  roach ;  and  Jarrett,  bream.  Mr. 
Warren  was  made  a  member.  Our  monthly  outing  tales 
place  at  Hampton  Court  on  Jan.  22.    All  start  by  the  8.15 


a  m.  train;  return  by  6.10  p.m.   Towpath ;  roving. — G. 

Ford. 

Convivial  Augflingf  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — On  Jan.  22  there  was  a  fair 
muster  of  members  out,  but  only  the  following  weighed-in 
fish:  Mr.  G.  Kynaston,  51b.  2^oz.  roach  and  jaok;  Mr. 
W.  Marshall,  131b.  6oz.  roach  and  jack,  several  roach  lib. 
in  weight. — Phil. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C. — On  Jan.  22  Mr.  Cuthbert  weighed-in 
roach  and  perch,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Curtis  had  a  good 
bag  of  roach. — W.  Massey. 

Crown  and  Bno&land  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.G.  —  The 
concert  in  aid  of  the  Rivers  Preservation  Fund  took  place 
on  Jan.  23,  and  was  a  great  success.  The  following 
artistes  contributed  to  an  enjoyable  evening :  The  Verns 
(duettiats),  Will  French,  Dick  Sandow,  Harry  Powers. 
Ted  Heath,  Bert  Langford,  W.  Isaacs,  B.  Scrutton 
(banjo  solo),  A.  and  C.  Burwash,  J.  Garlick.  Mrs.  French, 
and  our  host  W.  Seear,  who  made  a  capital  chairman. 
Bdie  Vern  gave  every  satisfaction  at  the  piano.  Amongst 
others  present  were  Messrs.  Ghnrney,  W.  J.  Wade, 
Matthews,  and  T.  Crumplen.  The  last  named  gentleman 
in  a  capital  speech  strongly  urged  the  claims  of  the 
Pi-eservation  Societies  upon  anglers.  The  sum  of  lis  6d. 
was  collected,  and  will  be  duly  handed  over  to  the  fund. — 
(r.  H  Franklin. 

Balaton   Anfflingf    Society,    Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan.   22  a  few  of  the 
members  were  out,  but  the  only  gentleman  who  weighed- 
in  was  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  who  had  a  very  fine  show  of  j 
roach,  several  going  over  lib.    On  Tuesday  it  was  decided  ' 
that  the  members  should  travel  to  Cookham  on  the  29ch  j 
by  the  8  40  and  9.40  trains  from  Paddington. — S.  Malby.  j 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N. — General  outing  Jan.  29. 
Particulars,  &c  ,  see — Greg. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham  — 
During  the  last  fortnight  our  members  have  mat  with  but 
poor  success.  On  19th  inst.  Mr.  T.  P.  Barlow  had  a  nice 
show  of  roach  and  dace,  also  a  grayling  just  over  lib. 
Mr.  G.  Baynton  also  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  da^e 
on  the  following  day.  On  24th  inst.  Messrs.  G  Baynton, 
J.  Dyer,  and  T.  F.  Barlow  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  On 
18th  inst.  about  thirty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a 
leg  of  mutton  supper  at  headquarters,  which  was  ably 
catered  for  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  T.  F.  Barlow.  Our 
president,  Mr.  E.  T.  Elder,  occupied  the  chair.  A  most 
t-njoyable  evening  was  spent,  songs,  &c.,  being  rendered 
by  various  members  of  the  company  — W.  J.  Price. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Notting  Hill,  W. —  We  fished  our  match  at  Surly 
Hall  on  Jan.  22,  but  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  river 
four  only  of  the  seven  prizes  were  taken,  in  the  following 
order  :  Messrs.  Drury,  Pilgrim,  Bridge,  and  King.  The 
remaining  prizes  to  go  on  to  the  next  outing.  Will  all 
members  try  and  attend  next  meeting  night,  in  order  to 
arrange  date  of  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  ? — G.  King 

Enterprise  Auglin?  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — The  following  members  weighed- 
in  on  Jan.  22nd  :  Messrs.  Crump,  lllb.  8oz.  roach  and 
dace,  one  p'  pe.  2Joz.  ;  Pheasey,  41b.  2oz.  roach  and  dace ; 
Harne,  I'b.  S^oz.  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Crump  being 
the  winner  of  the  fortnightly  prize. — W.  Lefevre. 

Forest  Gace  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — Only  two  members  weighed- 
in  on  the  22nd  inst.,  viz. :  Mr.  Head,  about  61b.  of  good 
roach;  and  Mr.  J.  D'urell,  a  fine  roach  lib.  13oz. — 
H,  P.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  W. — A  roving  match  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  14.  There  are  several  prizes,  and 
I  should  like  to  see  members  on  Tuesday,  so  as  to  allot 
them.    On  the  22nd  Mr.  Ellins  saved  a  blank,  weighing- 


in  between  51b.  and  61b.  of  roach  and  dace. — J.  E.  Law- 
ford. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church -street ,  Shoredi'ch. — Mr.  Thompson  and  Maybnry 
were  the  only  members  that  showed  fish  on  the  22nd.  On 
the  24th  tae  members  decided  to  fish  for  eight  prizes  at 
St.  Margaret's  on  Feb.  5 ;  all  go  by  the  nine  o'clock 
train.  Oar  annual  supper  will  takii  place  on  Feb.  14. 
Mr.  J.  Williams  will  be  chairman  ;  Mr  A.  J.  Coker,  vice- 
chairman.  The  caterer  will  be  Mr.  Mignot,  of  Hackney. 
— R.  Murphy. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Harconrt-street,  Marylebone. — We  fish  a  match  at  Shio- 
1  tke  on  Feb.  12  for  eight  valuable  prizes,  when  I  hope  to 
see  all  the  members  compete. — A.  B.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — Mr.  Smith  had  a  show  of 
roach.  Mr.  R.  Norris  was  proposed  as  a  member.  Oar 
prize  outing  takes  place  on  D'eb.  5.  Hope  members  will 
attend  and  clear  up  arrears  to  be  eligible  to  fish  for  these 
prizes.— C.  Smith. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. — At  our  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  F.  Clay  in  the  chair,  we 
had  the  largest  company  for  some  time.  Several  members 
had  been  out,  but  had  met  with  indifferent  sport.  Messrs. 
Stevens  and  F.  Clay  had  perch  and  pike  on  the  22nd,  fith- 
ing  in  Hertfordshire.  We  have  made  arrangements  for 
our  third  quarterly  supper,  which  takes  place  on  Wednes- 
day, Feb.  8.  Our  final  outing  has  been  arranged  for  the 
third  week  in  February.  Mr.  Horner  gives  a  reading  on 
Wednesday  next.  The  meeting  terminated  with  the  usual 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. — A.  Clayton. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  On  Jan.  22  Mr.  J.  H. 
Herbert  weighed-in  roach.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Moore  was 
made  a  working  member.  Those  members  who  intend 
going  to  the  match  on  Feb.  5  kindly  turn  up  on  Tuts  lay 
next  and  clear  books.  The  return  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern 
District  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Slst,  when  I  hope  to  have 
a  bumper,  as  the  A.B.F.  box  will  go  round,  and  after 
which  it  will  be  opened  by  the  visiting  officer,  Mr. 
B.  Abrahams.  Those  clubs  not  receiving  post-card  kindly 
accept  this. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — The  members 
will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  Feb.  5,  on  any 
part  of  the  Lea  or  Thames  (private  waters  barred).  There 
are  also  three  specials  to  be  competed  for  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  8,  on  the  Lea,  between  the  Fish  and  Eels  and 
Ratty's  Weir.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth.  S.E.— We  fish  a 
match  at  Sunbury,  on  Feb.  5,  Jolly  Butchers  versus  the 
Wtfllington  AS.,  for  a  supper;  all  members  to  leave 
Waterloo  at  7.50  am.;  no  live  bait  to  be  taken  down  ; 
jick  barred;  one  rod  only  to  be  used  at  one  time  ;  mem- 
bers to  start  fishing  by  the  steward's  whistle,  and  to  cease 
by  the  same.  I  hope  all  members  will  turn  up  on 
Wednesday  next  for  important  business. — G.  Edwards. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbum?- 
road,  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  fished 
our  match  on  Jan.  15,  Mr.  Reddmgton  being  the  only 
successful  gentleman.  On  Jan.  22  Messrs.  Bence  and 
Gilder  weighed-in  roach  from  the  Thames.  I  hope 
members  will  attend  better  next  meeting  night. — G. 
Bence. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society.  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, PentonviUe. — On  Jan.  22  the  following 
were  the  successful  winners  at  our  match  at  Bourne  End 
Messrs.  Biggs,  first ;  Manly,  second ;  Johnson,  third 
Richards,  fourth ;  Palmer,  fifth  ;  Packer,  sixth  ;  and 
Bowley,  seventh.  The  takes  of  fish  were  rather  small 
owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river.  Messrs.  More 
Holmes,  Stevens,  and  Dtton  also  weighed-in  fish.  A 
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ri^WELVE  Miles  of  Fishing;  Eole  light 
^  both  banks.  Excellent  well-furnished 
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"Till.  NICHOLSON'S  Piitented  Artificial 
Ear  Drums  have  stood  the  test  of 
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(UAPI/n  CO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
nAuiXL^O  Seals  Far,  Figs'Wool,  &c. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Sandays  Well  Eoad,  Cork. 


TROUT  FISHING  on  the  TEST. 

T/'ACANCIES  for  Two  or  Three  RODS, 
for  coming  season,  on  a  short  but 
highly  productive  length  of  water. — 
"  A.  A.,"  Mariemont,  Binley,  Saint  Mary 
Bourne,  Andover. 


Good  Spring  Salmon  Fishing 

BOATS  TO  LET  ON  LOCH  TAY. 

Commencing  January  15. 
Visitors  Fishin?  on   River  Lyon  Free. 

Apply  W.  Knight,  Hotel,  Kenmore, 
Perthshire. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

A  DVEETISER  is  open  to  TREAT  for 
exclusive  right  of  FISHING  (fly 
only),  for  self  and  friend,  within  reason- 
able distance  from  London.  Must  be 
good  preserved  water.  State  terms  for 
the  coming  season.— -"  Ranelagh,"  Tel- 
ford Avenue,  Streatham  Hill,  S.W. 


rOUBTH   EDITION   NOW  BEADY, 


How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

Crown  8vOf  128,  6d. 


London:    SAMPSON   LOW,  MARSTON   and  COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street,  E.G. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  &  for  SALE 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture 
Forthcoming  Sales  and  Eesults  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 
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special  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday  next  to  arrange 
oar  last  outing  of  eeiaon. —  W,  Watling. 
Liverpool  Angling    AsBociacion,    Bee  Hotel. 

Quepn-square. — Only  a  few  members  of  the  Liverpiol 
Angling  Asa'^ciation  turned  out  for  the  competition  in  the 
Deo  on  the  19ch,  for  it  was  only  likely  the  ricer  would  be 
in  flood.  This  was  found  to  be  the  case,  and  fishing  was 
almost  impotsible,  but  Mr.  Jagger  managed  to  get  a  few 
dace,  and  so  won  the  second  prize.  The  whole  of  the 
neighbourhood  where  the  fishing  took  place  was  by  the 
end  of  the  week  and  on  Sunday  all  submerged,  and  the 
adjacent  village  quite  isolated,  and  people  had  to  live  in 
their  upper  rooms.  Frost  hus  now  set  in  very  keenly,  and, 
no  doubt,  the  river  under  its  influence  will  rapidly  fall.  Mr. 
J.  Pennington,  a  most  persevering  and  skilful  angler,  was 
amongst  the  pike  last  week,  geHiog  eleven  (heaviest, 
tilb.  14^z.),  and  one  perch  (21b.  O^oz.),  a  really  grand 
specimen,  and  one  not  likely  to  be  easily  beaten.  A 
meeting  of  the  centre  committee  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
AssccUtion  will  be  held  at  the  Bee  Hotel  on  Monday  even- 
ing, the  30rh,  when  all  preliminaTies  will  be  adjusted. — 
Ed.  Woolfall. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion  Inn,  Fnllbridgo,  Maldon,  Essex. — The  second 
round  of  the  Saturday  afternoon  cup  competition  resulted 
again  in  favour  of  S.  Vince,  with  21b.  14oz.  of  roach,  and 
second  place  was  again  secured  by  T.  Sprineett,  with 
21b  Jnz.  of  roach  ;  H.  Hutchinson  third.  The  third  round 
takes  plac3  next  Saturday  afternoon,  Jan.  28,  at  2  o'clock 
as  usual,  drawing  for  swims  on  the  long  weir  and  finish 
fishing  at  5.30  p.m.,  weigh-in  fish  at  G  .30  at  theabove  club- 
house. During  the  past  few  days,  anglers  have  caught 
some  very  fine  roach.  Mr.  Ben  Severs  secured  a  roach, 
lib  6^oz  ,  on  'Jan.  21,  and  Dr.  Jim  Race  took  seven  roach, 
tljlb.,  Sime  date.  Mr.  A.  Springett  also  had  a  nice  show 
a  few  days  ago — ten  roac'i  selling  91b.  from  the  Langford 
preserved  waters.  On  Jan.  22,  Mr.  Durrell,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  secured  a  fine 
specimen  roach  scaling  lib.  13oz.,  and  I  hear  from  the 
secretary,  Mr.  Creeke.  that  it  has  been  sent  for  preserva- 
tioii.  Messrs.  Ben  Lees,  Sandiland,  Eace,  T.  Springett, 
S.A  ince,Newton,andothersanglerswerehereonJan  22, and 
most  of  them  secured  fair  sport.  The  time  of  high  water 
at  Beeleigh  on  Jan.  29  will  be  at  2.28  p.m.,  and  anglers 
wishing  to  fish  the  tidal  waters  will  have  plenty  of 
time  for  sport.  The  whiting  pout  are  again  giving 
excellent  sport  from  Heybridge  Bisin.  Mr.  A.  Butcher 
informs  me  he  took  301b  on  .Tan.  23  at  night  with  rod  and 
line,  and  lob  worm  as  bait.  I  have  a  few  more  tickets  for 
the  Langford  Fishery.  Subscription  to  Ma  eh  31,  Ss.  ;  day 
tickets  Is.  each.  Applications  for  particulars  apply  to — 
F.  Keen,  26,  Spital-road,  Maldon,  Essex. 

Nortli-£  «t  Brothers  Angliug  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street.— Result  of  match  on  the  22nd 
inst.,  in  rotation  :  Messrs.  G.  Thorn.  W.  Smith,  S. 
Barrett,  and  W.  Eichards,  sen.  On  Jan.  29  members 
may  go  where  they  choose  for  the  prizes  left.  Mr.  H. 
Collins,  sen.,  has  given  lOs.  Cd.  for  the  largpst  roach 
taken  on  the  29th,  in  or  out  of  match. — A.  Lewis. 

Nortli  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Jan.  22  a  few  of  the  members  were 
out,  but  did  not  succeed  in  catching  any  fish.  On  Feb.  5 
the  members  fish  for  five  prizes  at  Ware;  pegged-down. 
At  the  Phoiuix  visit  Mr.  Bidham  left  his  bag,  containing 
five  whistles.  If  any  gentleman  has  found  them,  and  will 
communicite  with  me,  I  shall  be  obliged. — H.  Stretch. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On 
Jan.  22  Mr.  Hill  first,  with  roach ;  Mr.  Hunt,  second, 
roach  ;  Mr.  Foster,  perch.  We  fish  for  prizes  on  29th,  all 
members  to  go  where  they  please. — A.  Hill. 

Park  Angling  Sociexy,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  members  were  out  on  the  22nd  : 
Messrs.  Thompson,  Eeitz.  Tracy,  Carter,  Hopton,  jun., 
Hopton,  sen.,  Coldwell.  Only  one  had  fish  (Mr.  Hopton), 
nice  tray  of  roach.  We  hold  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of 
the  A.B.S.  on  Feb.  18,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  Kood 
muster.— W.  S. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock.  Stibbing. 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  Jan.  22  Messrs.  Carter,  Austin,  and 
Bouffler  had  some  good  rca^h.  On  Jan.  23  the  Clerkea- 
well  visit  was  a  success  ;  twenty  clubs  being  represented. 
Mr.  Bouffler,  chair;  Mr.  H.  Izaacs,  Original  Clerkenwell, 
vice;  Mr.  Booker,  pianist.  Numerous  arU^tea  were 
crowded  out.  The  next  visit  is  to  the  Royal  George  on 
Feb.  2.  A  new  member  to  make  next  week,  please  turn 
up  — R.  C. 

Prince  Albert  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert 
Hotel,  Woodfield-road,  Harrow-road,  W.— Members  of  the 
above  pleaae  rjote  our  last  outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  12, 
at  Cowley,  between  Cowley  Lock  Bridge  and  General 
Elliot  Bridge.  Meet  at  Westbouine  Park  at  8.30.  Mr. 
Deary  was  the  only  member  who  was  fortunate  to  obtain  a 
show  on  .Ian.  22.— W.  B.  F. 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.— Our  return  visit 
on  the  16r,h  was  a  grand  success,  eighteen  clubs  answering 
to  the  roll  call,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
those  who  by  their  presence  and  ability  helped  us  to 
spend  a  very  pleasant  evening.  Our  match  at  Bourne  End 


_-  TiriEVK.s:  Hor.K  F. :  MnsDKR;  '  arc  the  hlood-cnrdliDg  ci  ics 
which  are  Ronietime.1  heard  in  the  silent  watchea  of  the  night 
coming  from  ih<»  bed  of  some  unfortnnate  sufferer  from  what  is 
termed  a  disor'lered  liver,  or  dyspepsia.  Horrible  nightmaros  arc 
a  eommon  feature  of  these  complaints,  and  the  lives  of  the 
vi'-tim*  heeome  a  burden  to  them  in  consequence.  Holloway's 
Pills  and  Ointment  have  long  bfen  famous  for  the  cures  they 
have  wrought  in  .sueh  canes,  because  they  act  directly  upon  the 
liver.  The  Ointment  rubbed  cn  the  skin  penetrates  Immediately 
to  that  organ,  whose  blood  and  nerves  it  rectifies.  One  trial  la 
all  that  U  needed;  a  cure  »111  soon  follow.  The  Pills  are  also 
the  best  known  antidotes  for  want  of  apij»titc,  nausea,  and 
flatulency.  >  i 


cnthe22ud,  for  six  prizes  given  by  our  host,  resulted  in 
some  fair  shows  of  tieh.  All  the  pri/.os  were  won.  Among 
the  takes  was  a  fine  tench  of  21b.  lOJoz  and  a  nice  perch 
—  W.  B. 

Qneon's  Piscatorials.  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  Jan.  22  we  had  a  very 
poor  show,  only  three  weigliing-in,  viz.,  C.  Brett,  C 
Strayton,  and  W.  Brind.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget 
return  visit  of  the  above  club  on  Tuesday  next,  31st  i^^t 
Those  clubs  who  have  not  received  a  postcard,  will  the 
please  accept  this  notification  as  an  invitation  ?  All  will 
be  made  welcome — Geo.  Keene. 

Ko^al  t^eurge  Anglmn  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Bateman-street. — On  Jan.  22  several  of  our  members 
were  out,  but  only  the  following  turned  up  to  weigh-in 
viz.,  Messrs.  Bardot  and  W.  Alport.  On  Feb.  2  we  take 
a  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting 
List,  when  we  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  all 
friends. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  An(;ling  Society,  Cobora  Arms 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — On  Jan.  22  we  fished  a  roving  match 
for  seven  prizes,  and  the  following  were  the  winners 
Messrs.  F.  Gardener,  first,  roach ;  E.  Perry,  second,  roach 
Helle,  third,  roach  and  dace ;  fourth,  F.  Pignatelli,  roach 
and  dace ;  G.  Williams,  fifth,  roach ;  sixth,  J.  Payne 
roach.    Prize  left  over. — F.  Pionatklli. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Maiden-lane. — Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on  Feb.  26 
at  Heitford.— Pelic  an. 

Sonth  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  takes  places  on  Monday 
next  at  my  own  club,  the  Batter.<ea  Piscatorials,  Win 
Stanley  Arms,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  and 
I  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  on  this  occasion. — Alf 
Painter. 

atepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell 
road.  Stepney. — On  Jan.  22  the  following  weighed-in 
Mr.  L.  Ehern,  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Shnm,  dace.  On  Monday 
last  our  annual  visit  was  quite  a  success,  twelve  clubs'  in 
all  being  represented,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  wa^ 
spent. — C.  Tatnall. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — Since  my  last  report  the 
following  members  have  weighed -iu  fish:  On  the  22nd 
Mr.  J.  Race,  a  good  show  of  roach ;  Mr.  F.  Hnmphres. 
roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  T.  Sandilands,  roach.  On  the  15th 
Mr.  J.  Eace  weighed-iu  some  fine  roach. — G.  F.  Weaver 

Snndial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow 
King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. — On  Jan.  22  Mr.  Holt 
weighed-in  2Jlb.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Parker,  roach  ;  Mr.  Lock, 
61b.  2Joz  of  lOach  (largest  roach  lib.  14ioz.).  Last  meeting 
night  further  arrangements  were  made  with  regird  to  the 
outing  to  Bourne  End.  The  Brompton  Angling  Society 
accepted  our  invitation  to  juin  us  in  a  swet-pstt " 
Several  prizes  were  promised  to  be  fished  for  by  both 
clubs.  I  hope  that  as  many  members  as  can  make  it 
convenient  will  come  up  next  meeting  night,  to  make  final 
arrangements. — G.  E  Lock. 

True  Caledonian  .angling  sjoeiety,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road, N. — On  the  19Dh  inst.  one  of  our  members 
(Mr.  Miller)  had  a  nice  show  of  fish,  thirty-six  roach  and 
four  dace,  weighing  381b.  ;  six  roach  over  1  jib.  each,  largest 
lib  lloz. ;  largest  dace  ll^oz.  The  same  gentleman,  on 
the  20th,  had  twenty-four  roach  and  one  dace,  weighing 
251b. ;  eight  roach  over  l^lb.,  largest  lib.  lljoz.  Mr. 
Marfch,  on  the  24th,  had  a  very  prettily  marked  jack  of 
10|lb.— TnoMAs  F.  Ward. 

United  Jjrothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford. — Several  members  fished  a  match  in 
the  Lea  on  Jan.  23  Mr.  J.  Oakley,  first;  W.  Todman, 
second  ;  S.  Drage,  third.  Other  members  had  fish.  A 
spi-cial  meeting  will  be  held  on  Saturday  evening  next  for 
some  very  injportant  business. — H.  Tyler. 

Victoria  brothers  Angling  aiociety,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Jan.  22nd  Mr.  J.  Toothill  weighed-in  a  good  show  of 
roach.  We  are  still  making  new  members.  Outing  to 
Bourne  End  Feb.  12.— W.  H.  B. 

W^alham  Green  ana  Chelsea  Angling  Saoiety, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W.— On  Feb.  5  we  have  an 
outing  at  Cookham  ;  at  the  close  of  the  day  we  adjourn  to 
Mr.  Cooking's  for  supper.  Tbe  club  invites  all  brother 
anglers  who  are  desirous  of  joining  us  at  the  supper  table 
to  communicate  to  our  secretary  by  Wednesday  next,  so 
that  Mr.  Cockings  can  be  informed  of  the  number  to  cater 
for.  The  supper  will  be  supplied  at  2s.  a  head. — W. 
Batch. 

Waltham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Waltham  Abbey. — Quite  a  representative  lot  of 
members  attended  the  club-room  on  Monday  night  to  have 
just  a  lite  off  Mr.  W.  Taylor's  91b.  jack,  taken  from  the 
Lea  at  Waltham  Abbey.  The  fish,  together  with  a  smaller 
one  of  31b.,  caught  by  the  "  Guv'ner,"  were  handed  over 
to  Hostess  Perry,  and  right  well  she  performed  her 
share  in  the  oooking  of  it.  After  the  supper  harmony  was 
indulged  in. — A.  G.  Bbacii. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  S.E. — We  had  a  crowded  meeting  on 
Tuesday  iiight,  and  transacted  a  lot  of  business.  During 
the  evening,  Mr.  Mason  weighed-in  a  fine  pike  from 
Ireland,  weight  15^1b.  We  hold  a  special  meeting  on 
Jan.  31,  to  select  a  side  to  represent  us  in  our  mat'  h  versus 
the  Jolly  Butcher  A.S.  All  members  wishing  to  partici- 
pate in  same  will  please  attend.  The  following  gentlemen 
weighed-in  on  Jan.  22  :  Messrs.  Brown,  Carpenter  and 
Barber,  with  roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  Looker,  with  chub, 
heavie.st  fi.sli  31b.  8oz.— 8.  Westoiiv. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  'I'he  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Jan.  22,  and  the  following  weighed-in :  Mr. 
John  Newton,  roach  ;  Mr.  James  Newton,  roach  ;  Mr.  C. 
Miller,  roach ;  Mr.  F.  Homer,  roach  ;  Mr.  R.  Pethurst, 
roach.    Onr  return  visit  takes  place  on  Feb.  13.  All 


secretaries  not  getting  a  letter  to  this  effect  will  take  this 
as  a  notice,  and  that  we  have  a  jack  match  on  Feb.  12,  at 
Hatfield  Peverel,  from  the  Bsiddow  Bridge  to  How  Mill 
Bridge. — R.  Lowthkh. 

West  Iiondon  angling  Club,  Dartmontb  Castle, 
Hammersmith — Membei  s  are  requented  to  )et.urn  tome 
the  unsold  supper  tickets  on  or  bef  ore  Moi.day  next. 
Supper  will  be  served  at  7  30.  Members  will  oblige  by 
attending  punctually,  as  we  hivo  a  long  musicdl  programme 
to  get  through  during  the  evening.  Members  fishing  in 
the  match  must  weigti-in  after  supper,  or  they  will  be  dis- 
qualitied.— J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency -street,  S.W. — On  .Ian.  22  Messrs.  Goose  and 
Dickens  weiwhed-in  roach  from  the  Lea.  At  a  cijecial 
meeting,  held  on  Wednesday,  called  to  consider  a  report 
that  a  member  weighed-in  fish  that  were  given  to  him  by 
anuther  member,  was  discussed  and  not  proven,  the 
accused  leaving  the  club  without  a  stain  on  his  character. 
The  January  match  will  be  fished  from  Rye  House  Bridge 
to  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  ;  two  rods  ;  jack  barred.  Leive 
Liverpool-street  9.8  a.m.;  return  tiom  Rye  House  7.20 
p.m.    Show  fish  at  station  before  leaving. — S.  H. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  Volunteer, 
Chesnut-road,  Tottenham. — On  Jan.  22  we  fished  for  the 
two  remaining  prizes  of  the  p^gged-down  match,  which 
were  not  taken  on  that  cccasion,  one  only  again  being 
taken  by  S.  Claridge,  with  roach.  D.  Knight  was  the 
successful  winner  of  Mr.  Perry's  oil  painting.  On  Jan.  29 
we  fish  for  four  prizes. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra  -  road, 
Wimbledon. — At  Tuesdays  meeting  there  was  a  very 
creditable  display  of  fish.  Mr.  Bovie  exhibited  a  brace  of 
pike,  the  heaviest  fish  weighing  41b.  12oz.,  and  an  e6l  of 
21b.  8oz  ,  taken  (with  five  other  jack)  from  Wimbledon 
lake.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  showed  a  nice  lot  of  roach — 61b. 
weight  in  all — and  Mr.  C.  Floris  reported  the  capture  of 
breum,  and  a  perch  of  lib.  2cz.  from  the  Tnames. — 
Hon,  Sec  . 


Th  K  fourteenth  annual  dinner  of  the  Mildmay  AngKng 
Society  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening,  Feo.  7,  at  the 
Clarendon  Hotel,  Nawington  Green,  N.,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Mr.  J.  A.  Stracban.  The  dinner  is  ordered  for 
7.30. 


The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  March  20. 


The  Lantern  Lecture  (in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Thames 
Preservation  Society)  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  will  be  given 
on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  30,  at  the  spacious  club  room  of 
the  Anchor  and  bope  AS.,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road,  S.E.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  will  take  the  chair  at 
8.30.  The  subject  of  the  lecture  is  "  Fishing  in  the 
Eastern  Counties,"  and  no  doubt  "Old  Izaak  "  has 
photographed  a  tew  good  "  shops."  A  concert  follows  the 
lecture. 


On  the  same  evening  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  author  of 
"  The  Lower  and  Mid  Thames,"  will  lecture  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's 
A.  A.,  at  the  Assembly  Room,  Castle  Hotel,  Hastings,  on 
"  The  River  Thames  as  an  Anglmg  Resort."  Over  eighty 
limelight  views,  including  Mr.  Amphlett's  private  col- 
lection of  views  of  the  old  Thames  briJg-s,  will  be  shown. 
The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Dr.  0.  R.  Travers  at  8  o'clock 
sharp. 

 )  »  <  ♦  <  

A  BROTHER  member  of  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society, 
Kingston-on-Thames,  writes :  "  Passing  through  Hampton 
on  Friday  last,  I  came  across  a  fisherman  near  Tagg's 
It-land  with  some  splendid  roach,  six  fish  weighing  over 
91b.  I  saw  him  take  two  of  these  fish  within  half  an  hour. 
The  water  at  this  time  was  very  thick,  and  running  almost 
like  a  mill-race.  The  man's  name  is  Cox,  of  Hampton. 
He  was  fishing  from  the  bank." 


A  sPfXTAL  general  meeting  of  the  Thames  Re-stocking 
Associdtioa  will  be  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  265,  Strand, 
W.C.,  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  31,  at  7. 30.  p.m.,  to  further  con- 
sider the  proposal  to  establish  fish  hatcheries  on  the  River 
Thames. 


"  The  Resources  of  the  Sea,"  or  "  An  Inqtiiry  into  the 
Experiments  on  Trawling  and  the  Closure  of  Areas,"  is 
the  title  of  a  work  by  Prof.  Mcintosh  (C.  J.  Clay  and 
Sons,  Cambridge  University  Press  Warehouse)  to  be 
issued  shortly.  The  wcrk  gives  the  results  of  many  years' 
experience  in  the  department — from  Lord  Dalhonsie's  com- 
mission (1883-85)  onwards.  It  commences  with  a  general 
sketch  of  the  resources  of  the  sea  in  the  various  groups,  then 
reviews  the  Trawling  Report  of  1SS4,  the  present  condition 
of  the  fishing-grounds  and  fisheries,  and  comments  on  the 
changes  which  have  since  occurred  in  vessels  and  their 
equipment.  The  mode  in  which  the  trawling  experiments 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  is  then 
dealt  with  in  connection  with  the  eloeed  areas,  and,  as  the 
author  saggested  these  closures  for  experiment,  his  criti- 
citms  have  some  ititerest.  The  whole  series  of  the  experi- 
ments in  St.  Andrew's  Bay,  tbe  Foith,  the  Moray  Frith, 
and  the  Clyde  are  minutely  reviewed  and  criticised,  and 
finally  conclusions  are  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  facts. 
These  conclusions  are  adverse  to  the  closure,  and  show 
that  the  influence  of  mrm  in  regard  to  the  destruction  of 
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any  marine  food-fish  on  an  open  seaboard  ia  comparatively 
insigi  ificant.  The  work  is  acc  impanied  by  thirtj-two 
tables,  and  various  photographs  and  figures. 


On  last  Boxing  Day,  according  to  a  contemporary,  a 
scratch  crevp — fitting  title — of  fenmen  and  others  organispd 
between  themselves  what  must  have  been  a  most  atrocions 
travt-stie  of  an  otter  hunt  on  the  river  Lark,  and  which 
ended  in  anything  but  a  lark  for  two  unfortunate  otters. 
Instead  of  hui  ting  the  otters  in  a  legitimate  manner,  this 
crew  armfd  themselves  with  clubs,  spades,  spears,  and 
other  murdenius  implements,  dispensing  altogether  with 
doge,  but,  with  dogged  perseverance  worthy  of  a  better 
cause,  they  eventually  discovered  both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Otter  at  home.  The  home  was  forthwith  speedily  broken 
up,  and  both  the  poor  beasts  literally  smashed  to  death. 

In  addition  to  the  male  and  female  otter  there  was 
another  occupant  of  the  house — a  dear  little  baby  otter 
about  a  month  old.  Some  of  the  crew,  more  tender- 
hearterl  than  their  compeers,  persuaded  the  others  to  spare 
the  little  mite,  so  it  was  taken  away  alive,  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  good  Samaritan,  who,  assisted  by  his 
daughter,  assiduously  attended  to  the  poor  little  orphan 
with  such  success  that  at  the  present  time  it  toddles  about 
the  room  after  its  benefactors,  lies  and  sleeps  in  their  lap, 
is  as  tame  as  a  kitten,  very  healthy,  and  a  most  interesting 
and  pretty  little  creature.  Comment  on  this  story  is 
needless. 


In  a  "  jotting  "  recently  mention  was  made  of  a  king- 
fisher being  shot  at  Bath  on  account  of  being  suspected  of 
appropriating  some  of  the  goldfish  from  the  Roman  bath 
in  that  city.  The  Daily  Mail  of  Jan.  14,  under  the  head- 
ing "  Two  Murdered  Kingfithers,"  says,  ''  the  shooting  by 
an  attendant  at  the  Roman  bath',  at  Bath,  of  a  little  king- 
lisl  er  who  had  made  a  practice  of  feeding  on  the  goldfish 
with  which  the  water  is  stocked,  continues  to  evoke 
interest,  not  to  say  indignation,  in  many  quarters."  Then 
the  Daily  2Iail  editor  says,  "  What,  however,  will  the 
Marquis  of  Granby  and  other  lovers  of  rare  and  beautif  al 
birds  think  when  they  learn  that  not  one,  but  two  king- 
fishers were  shot  ?  A  Bath  correspondent,  who  expresses 
his  approval  of  the  act,  says  that  not  only  the  male  bird 
but  his  mate  also  was  shot  as  an  accessory  before  and  after 
the  act."  Some  people  will  no  doubt  think  that  those 
who  commit  such  outrages,  as  well  as  those  who  express 
approval,  are  exceptions  to  the  theory  of  the  survival  of 
the  fittest. 

Amongst  other  letters  on  the  subject  is  one  from 
Lord  LlandafP  to  the  editor  of  a  Bath  newspaper,  and 
>vhich  is  written  from  the  olEce  of  the  Brighton  and  South 
of  England  Zoological  Society.  His  lordship  suggests  that 
"  cats  are  also  very  fond  of  goldfish,  and  that  kingfishers 
prey  on  very  small  kinds  of  fis  i,  such  as  minnows,  and 
ca'  not  swallow  any  above  that  size,  and  they  also  feed  on 
tadpoles  and  water  beetles.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  such 
beautiful  and  ornamental  birds  as  kingfishers  should  be  so 
ruthlessly  destroyed  for  such  a  trifling  cause  as  eating  a 
few  goldfish,  which  are  jo  easily  replaced.  Not  so  these 
lovely  birds,  v^hich  are  getting  scarcer  year  by  year,  to  the 
great  regret  of  all  genuine  anglers,  who  always  accord 
them  a  hearty  welcome." 

"RrsTicus"  sends  the  following:  "  What  strikes  one 
is  that  in  such  a  city  some  naturalist  had  not  interceded 
on  behalf  of  these  beautiful  birds.  Half  a  sovereign 
would  probably  purchase  a  couple  of  score  of  goldfish, 
and  the  last  place  one  would  suppose  such  fish  would 
be  placed  was  in  a  luxurious  Roman  bath.  Indeed, 
some  folk  would  possibly  be  of  opinion  that  the 
splashing  and  chevying  these  philosophic  fish  must 
undergo,  amounted  to  'cruelty.'  The  Fishing  Q<r.cttc 
will  probably  print  the  prompt  protest  against  the 
slaughter  of  the  kingfishers  from  the  most  noble  the 
Marquis  of  Granby,  the  friend  of  all  anglers.  Ilow  true 
it  is,  in  the  words  of  the  noble  Marquis,  that  '  gold  fish 
can  be  easily  replaced,  kingfishers  cannot.  I  am  sure 
that,  on  reflection,  those  who  control  the  management  of 
the  baths  w  ill,  for  the  future,  see  the  wisdom  and  humanity 
of  welcoming,  instead  of  destroying  a  stranger  so  rare  and 
lovely  as  a  kingfisher.'  "   Noble  words  these  from  a  noble 


The  Yachting  Exhibition  will  open  on  Wednesday  next 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  will  be  on  a  large  scale.  The 
exhibitors  come  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  bring  with  them  many  novelties.  Motor  launches  will 
be  a  popular  feature  of  the  show.  There  will  be  a  great 
variety  of  launches,  skilfa,  punts,  canoes,  and  other  craft, 
and  an  exhaustive  display  of  miscellaneous  exhibits.  The 
home  trained  bicycle  races  have  been  a  success,  and  will 
be  continued  daily. 

In  a  section  of  the  Shannon,  where  inundations  are 
frequent,  a  board  raised  on  a  post  presents  the  following 
insciiption  :  "  Take  notice,  that  when  this  board  is  under 
v:aler  the  road  is  impassible." 


Meshrs.  Lumlev  announce  that  they  have  acquired  ihe 
Mundal  River,  t<outh  Norway,  on  long  lease;  all  nets  and 
traps  have  been  bought  up  from  Mandal  Bridge  to  Foss- 
Fosi  (the  highest  pool  acoeesible  to  salmon),  and  this 
early  salmon  liver  will  be  entirely  devoted  to  purely  fport- 
iog  purposes.  The  Mandal  flows  from  the  large  Haskfjeld 
Plateau  and  from  countless  lakes  or  mountain  tarns,  thus 
formijjg  an  adetjuate  reservoir  for  maintaining  the  neces- 
sary volume  of  water.     From  Government  statistics 


nearly  40,0001b.  of  salmon  have  been  annually  taken  at 
three  netting  stations  near  tlie  mou  h  ot  lue  river.  N  i 
record  of  the  amount  of  fish  taken  above  these  stations 
is  obtainable,  but,  from  the  numerous  ingenious  traps 
and  other  implements  used,  it  is  computed  that  at. 
least  an  equal  amount  hes  been  annually  netted  in  the 
upper  waters,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  farmer 
owning  the  Foss-Fosa  pool  had  to  pay  an  annual  land-tax  of 
twelve  barrels  of  salmon,  taken  solely  out  of  the  Poas  Pool. 


Mr.  a.  Scard,  of  Holywell,  near  St.  Ives,  says  "  the 
flood  is  going  down  very  nicely,  and  the  water  is  a  real 
good  colour.  I  took  some  fine  roach  on  Wednesday, 
several  going  over  lib.  each,  in  the  deep  eddies  in  front  of 
my  house.  I  reckon  if  we  get  no  more  rain  good  sport 
should  be  had  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Some  fine  pike 
have  been  seen  chasing  the  baits,  and  the  frosts  made  them 
a  bit  hungry."  Just  so.  I  am  quite  of  the  same  opinion. 
All  along  the  line  at  St.  Ives,  Huntingdon,  and  St.  Nents, 
the  water  should  be  in  very  fair  condition.  Time  is  getting 
short ;  March  16  will  soon  be  "  down  on  us  "  ;  and  if  you 
dress  warm,  keep  your  feet  dry,  and  your  baits  wet,  there 
snould  be  something  to  report  next  week  from  the  dreamy, 
breamy  Ouse. 

 >♦♦■»<  

No  official  renorts  are  to  hand  as  to  the  state  of  the 
Lark  at  Barton  Mills  or  of  the  Ouae  at  Brandon,  but  from 
what  "I  beir"  some  good  fish  are  being  taken.  Two 
gentlemen  managed  to  secure  fourteen  jaik  between  them 
on  the  Lark  recently,  but  the  largest  was  only  91b.  The 
30-pounders  are  not  so  numerous  as  they  were — anywhere. 


The  45th  annual  dinner  of  the  Friendly  Anglers  at  the 
Hotel  Cecil,  on  Wednesday  evening,  was  a  grand  success. 
The  dinner  was  (as  usual  at  the  Cecil)  first  class  ;  the 
toasts,  songs,  speeches,  &c.,  under  the  genial  chairman- 
ship of  the  veteran,  Fred  Berry,  caused  the  time  to  pass 
all  too  quickly.  I  was  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  accept  a 
kind  invitation  to  be  present. 

 >♦» ♦<  

OUR  P.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 
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MR.  W.  BENNETT 

Is  a  prominent  member  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  and  though  a  modest  and  withal  of  a  retiring 
nature,  has  fished  in  many  waters,  and  captured  some  good 
fish.  As  proprietor  of  the  Old  Cock  Tavern,  Market- 
street,  Haymarket,  he  may  be  seen  daily,  and  he  is  able 
and  willing  to  ccmversa  with  visitors  in  several  languages. 
For  many  yeara  he  was  on  the  Continent  (France, 
Germany,  and  Russia)  in  the  capacity  of  interpreter,  and 
for  eighteen  years  at  Blanchard's,  of  Regent-street.  Mr. 
Bennett  possesses  a  beautiful  oil  painting  (life-size)  of 
"  The  Expulsion  of  Eve."  It  is  on  view,  free,  at  the  Pall 
Mall  Safe  Depository  (close  to  the  Old  Cock  Tavern). 
Mr.  Bennett  has  mauy  friends,  few  enemies,  and  is  in 
every  way  worthy  of  being  classed  in  the  category  of 
"  gentle  "  anglers. 

Mr.  E.  Weuster  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Burrows  are  the  hon. 
sees,  to  the  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society,  and  Mr.  A.  E. 
Armstrong  (late  of  the  T.A.P.S.)  ia  a  member  of  that 
thriving  society.  Mr.  Webster  is  responsible  for  the 
following:  "Dear  'Drag,' — I  am  instructed  by  the 
committee  to  ask  your  kind  acceptance  of  the 
accompanying  ticket  to  our  ninth  annual  dinner 
at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  on  the  8th  prox.  Mr.  Arm- 
strong has  arranged  for  some  extra  special  Scotch." 
Of  course,  I  shall  write  and  thank  these  good  boys  at 
Cardiff,  and  tell  them  I  am  not  strong  ;  that  I  was  obliged 
to  refuse  a  breakfast  at  Brecon  ;  that  I  have  not  taken 
extra  special  for  some  time ;  but  if  all  goes  well  I  must 
try  and  keep  an  engagement  to  dine  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on 
the  same  night.  I  wish  them  all  a  pleasant  evening  and 
prosperity.  ... 


"  Facts  are  stubborn  things,"  said  the  Irish  lawyer  to  a 
female  witness  under  examination.  The  lady  r>  plied, 
"  Yes,  sir,  and  so  are  women  ;  and  if  you  get  anything 
out  of  me  just,  let  me  know  it."  "  You'll  be  committed 
for  contempt."  "  Very  well,  I'll  justly  suffer,  for  I  feel 
the  utmost  contempt  for  every  lawyer  present." 

 >  <  

What  a  blessing  this  change  of  wind  ia.  "  A  greea 
Yuletide,"  says  an  old  proverb,  "  makes  a  fat  kirkyard." 
That  the  Kogistrar-General's  statistics  have  disproved  the' 
truth  of  thia  iaying  everyone  knowa,  but  all  the  aame,  a< 
warm  winter,  or,  indeed,  unseasonable  weather,  at  any 
time  is  bad  for  buaineaa  and  sport  alike. 


"The  Loch  Lomond  Angling  Improvement  Associa' 
tion,"  saya  the  Glasgow  Evening  Times,  "  will  be  glad  to 
hear  thao  it  has  been  relieved  of  one  of  its  deadliest 
enemies  in  the  shape  of  an  enormous  pike  weighing  close 
on  18lb.  Two  Jamestown  gentlemen,  while  out  duck 
shooting  the  other  day,  observed  the  fish  resting  salu' 
briously  in  about  a  foot  of  water  on  the  western  shore, 
near  the  Pruin.  A  plan  of  attack  was  formed,  and  by 
strategical  movements  hia  lordship  was  confined  to  shallow 
water.  Several  'pot  shots'  were  taken  with  a  rifle,  the 
third  '  dose '  causing  wounds  and  excitement.  A  desperate 
■melee  ensued,  in  the  midst  of  which  Mr.  Pike  was  rendered 
unconscious  by  a  blow  from  an  oar.  I  have  the  feeling 
that  pike  shooting  will  take  on." 

 >  »< • <  

A  certain  large  publishing  honse  records  the  follow- 
ing experiences  when  asked  for  certain  books  : 

What  They  Asked  For.  What  Was  Wanted. 

Ropublic  of  Flats    Eepuhlic  of. Plato. 

Boy,  Muscle  and  the  Peas    Bog  Myrtle  and  Peat. 

Worcester's     Diseases      of    .  the)  'Worcester DiocesanCalen- 

Callfuier  j  dar. 

The  Treacle  of  Storm   In  the  Track  of  the  Storm. 

Pf'Oto  Frames,  1895    Pho'ograms,  189-). 

Nobody  Born    Nobly  Bom. 

Stories  from  a  Diary  Adopted   {^TDoctoT       ^'"'^  °' 

Aces  and  the  Aposltes  of  Cambridge  '{^  cLSridge  BibK 

Gtod  Aim  us  by  a  Farmer    (iaudeamus.    Bv  I<"armer.  , 

Jewel  Logs  by  Simpsons   Du(  logues.   By  S'mpgon. 

Thoughts  for  Washing  Days  "J'^  Days'!*'  Working] 

Gourdal's  Cart  in  Lecture   Caudle  s  Curtain  Lectures. 

,  .  ,,  ,  ,  (Nanscn's  Voyage  to  Green- 
Nancy  8  \  oyage  to  Greenland  -j    jj^pj        ■  ° 

River  Frozen,  Silent  Gold  and)  Rev.  Frazer's  Silent  Gods 
Unstceped  Lands  1'    and  Snnsteeped  Lands. 

Carbonical  Club   Carbuncle  Clun. 

Play  Actress,  and  Cricket  in  the)  Play  Actress.  By  Crockett. 
Pandemonium  Library  /     Pseudonym  Library. 

Charlotte  in  Loveliness    Charlotte's  Inheritance. 

rr     .       ,      IT    J     _  t  (How   to  make  a  Hand 

How  to  make  a  Hand  Camel  -J  Camera 

Alice  and  her  Mistress   ^  lice,  or  the  Mysteries. 

T,.         ,  „      .u   »  itr    _  (Birth     and    Growth  of 

Birth  and  Growth  of  Worms  -|  Worlds 

Founders  and  Heretics    Frondes  Agrestes. 

Key  to  Carving  and  Analysis  f  7naly°sis.  ""'"'"^ 

Pliaraoh's  Life  of  Christ   Farrar's  Life  of  Christ. 

Brown  Antimacassar    Brown  Ambassador. 

Frenehie  Owen    French  Heroines. 

Across  the  Russian's  ^ose   Across  Russian  Snows. 

Morgan's  St.  Paul  in  Brighton  |^^'"|tam.  ^""^ 

Oxford  and  Cambridge  Gladiators  ...  ■''^^alatians^  Cambridge 
Can  Bridge  of  the  Timothy  and  the)  Cambridge  Bible,  Timothy 

Tiiu'   )     and  Titus. 

C.  B.  Genius,  or  Generous,  or  some)  Cambridge  Bible,  Genesis. 

suchthing  t  ° 

IT    1,1      <•  i,T  j      c       ,  (Miracles  of  Modern  Spiri- 

Marblea  of  Modem  Speculation   -J  tnalism 

^^msb%  ^^^^  Seats  of  the  Mighty. 

D  Ti        « TIT  i.v      »  (Boy  Hero.   By  Walsham 

Boy  Hero  of  Walthamstow  |  ^ow 

Improver's  Story    Improvisatore. 

Sweet  Story  of  the  Piptuagint   '{^"stp.u^gint'."''  " 

Handbook  to  Orkney's  Shorthand  ...  -{^sheaand.'"  """^ 

Telephonain  Love   Tryhena  in  Love. 

Ince  on  Wills   Hints  on  Wills. 

Lama  Dome    Loma  Doone. 

Ex  an  Orphan.   By  So  Focklcs    Xenophon.  By  Sophocles. 


Winter  of  Discontent. 
I've  done  a  lot  of  fishing 

In  salt  water  and  fresh, 
And  now  atisha  !  tishing, 

Am  ordered  to  seoesh. 
But  when  the  dismal  day  arrives 

To  put  me  on  the  shelf, 
A  nuisance  to  my  relatives 

Will  be  my  wretched  eelf. 
Recounting  all  I  ever  did 

In  piscatory  way 
Till  they,  in  de.-peration,  bid 

Me"  Shut  np!  Go  away  !  " 
And  having  thus  been  brought  to  book, 

An  antiquated  bore, 
I'll  shiivel  up  and  take  my  hook 

To  quite  another  shore. 
A  passenger  in  Charon's  punt. 

Across  the  river  Styx, 
When  the  time  comes  for  me  to  shunt 
Without  my  bag  of  tricks. — Goosestep. 

 >  »»»  <  

I  AM  sure  all  anglers  will  sympathise  with  Mr.  Charles 
Huseey  in  the  loss  he  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  his 
mother.  The  deceased  lady  was  the  daughter  of  a  Water- 
loo ofiicer,  and  had  been  an  invalid  for  a  long  time.  She 
was  in  her  eighty-fourth  year.  Dbaonet. 


January  28,  1899] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


"COMING  OF  AGE." 
'  '  We  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  the  coming  of  age 
of  Miss  Florence  Blise  Williams,  daughter  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Williams,  a  member  of  the  well-koown  firm  of  Messrs.  S. 
AUcock  and  Co.,  Standard  Works,  Redditch,  which  took 
place  on  Jan.  20. 

In  continuance  of  the  festivities  on  this  occasion,  Mr. 
AUcock  invited  about  a  hundred  of  the  staff,  heads  of 
departments,  &c.,  employed  at  the  works,  to  an  entertain- 
ment ball  at  the  Temperance  Hall  on  Friday  evening.  The 
room  was  tastefully  decorated  for  the  occasion,  and  a  good 
programme  of  music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  was 
provided,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Albert  Stratton, 
who,  during  the  evening,  asked  Miss  Williams  to  kindly 
accept  a  gold  chain  bracelet  (which  had  been  subscribed 
for  by  the  staff  at  the  works)  as  a  memento  of  that  day. 
He  was  sure  that  wherever  her  future  life  might  lead  her, 
she  would  always  entertain  a  kindly  recollection  of  those 
who  had  spent  so  many  years  in  the  service  of  her  father 
and  grandfather. 

Miss  Williims  briefly  returned  thanks  for  the  present, 
and  also  thanked  Mr.  Stratton  for  his  kind  words,  which 
she  should  ever  remember. 


ABBEY  MILLS  SICK  BENEFIT  SOCIETY. 
(Wm.  Baetleet  and  Sons.) 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  Monday, 
Jan.  23,  Mr.  H.  S.  Bartleet  (president)  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
E.  E.  S.  Bartleet  was  also  present. 

The  chairman  congratulated  the  members  upon  the  work 
of  the  society  for  the  past  year,  and  also  upon  the  excellent 
financial  position,  the  sick  pay  having  been  less  than  the 
previous  year.  He  trusted  the  coming  year  would  be 
equally  prosperous,  both  as  to  trade,  which  during  the 
past  year  had  been  good,  and  also  that  the  health  of  the 
workpeople  would  be  as  satisfactory. 

Mr.  E.  E.  S.  Bartleet,  in  returning  thanks  for  the 
election  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Bartleet  as  president,  and  himself  as 
vice-president  of  the  society,  expressed  a  hope  that  during 
good  times  they  would  not  fail  to  make  some  provision  for 
times  of  depression,  which  might  possibly  arise  in  conse- 
quence of  war  or  other  causes  over  which  neither  master 
or  workpeople  have  any  control.  From  the  statement  of 
accounts  of  the  benevolent  fund  in  connection  with  the 
society,  it  appears  that  the  income,  including  the  balance 
brought  forward  last  year,  was  £42  12s.  lOd.,  and  that 
grants  bad  been  made  of  £10 10s.  to  the  Hospital  Saturday 
Fund,  £4  4s.  to  the  Nursing  Association,  £2  23.  to  the 
Eye  Hospital,  and  £7  to  necessitous  cases  amongst  the 
workpeople.  It  was  resolved  to  make  grants  of  similar 
amounts  for  the  present  year,  and  to  leave  the  amount  to 
be  contributed  to  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  committee  at  the  time  of  the  collection. 
The  various  officers  and  committee  were  elected,  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  business  of  the 
meeting. 


LONDON  WATER  SUPPLY. 
(From  the  Daily  Telegraph,  Jan.  17). 
When  the  Eoyal  Commission,  presided  over  by  Lord 
Llandaff,  resumed  their  sittings  yesterday  at  the  Guildhall, 
Westminster,  Mr.  Balfour  Browne,  Q.C.,  on  behalf  of  the 
London  County  Council,  took  exception  to  the  holding  of 
a  sepirate  inquiry  by  Col.  Eattiborne,  who  has  been 
appointed  an  assistant  commissioner,  as  to  the  cost  of  the 
Welsh  scheme  of  the  County  Council  and  the  Thames 
storage  scheme  of  the  companies,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  former  scheme  had  been  submitted  to  Parliament, 
which  would  have  to  determine  upon  it.  The  chairman 
stated  that  the  commission  had  bad  a  vast  number  of 
conflicting  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  two  schemes,  and, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  be  a  task  of  infinite  detail  and  con- 
siderable labour  to  criticise  and  compare  these  statements, 
it  was  intended  to  refer  them  for  examination  to  Col. 
Eathbome,  who  would  have  before  him  the  evidence 
already  given.  Continuing  his  evidence  in  support  of  the 
engineering  case  of  the  water  companies,  Mr.  Charles 
Hawksley  stated  that  the  charges  for  high  service  made  by 
the  London  water  companies  were  little  or  no  higher  than 
those  made  by  local  authorities.  When  the  fittings  for 
constant  service  were  complete  and  in  proper  order 
throughout  London,  he  beUeved  that  by  means  of  the 
regulations  already  in  force  the  companies  could  reduce 
waste  to  such  an  extent  that  twenty-five  gallons  per  head 
of  the  population  per  day  would  be  an  ample  water  supply 
for  London.  Except  that  the  water  examiner  should  be 
armed  with  express  power  to  enter  npon  the  works  of  the 
companies  for  the  purposes  of  his  investigations,  no  further 
public  control  was  desirable  either  in  the  interests  of  the 
water  consumers  or  the  ratepayers.  Whilst  an  amalgama- 
tion of  the  eight  companies  into  one  strong  body  might  to 
some  extent  improve  the  position,  he  did  not  think  it  would 
result  in  any  very  great  advantage,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  each  of  the  companies  was  already  very  large. 
Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Balfour  Browne,  for  the  London 
County  Council,  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would 
not  cause  any  injury  to  the  flow  of  the  Thames  if 
4'W,000,0fX)  jtalions  of  water  were  taken  from  it  daily  for 
the  supply  of  the  metropolis.  Evidence  to  a  similar  effect 
having  been  given  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Eaton,  the  commission 
adjourned  until  to-day,   

(From  the  Echo  of  Jan.  19.) 
It  was  hardly  likely  that  the  London  water  lords  would 
go  comfortably  off  to  sleep  while  all  the  best  heads  in  the 
municipality  are  working  at  the  problems  of  purchase  and 
supplementary  supply.  Indeed,  to  do  the  companies 
justice,  they  have  lost  no  time  in  preparing  for  the  straggle, 
and  bending  all  their  force  to  resist  the  new  Bills  from  the 
earUert  stages.  Their  witnesses  talk  expansively  before 
the  Water  Commiasion  in  a  confident  fashion  that  migh. 


deceive  the  very  elect,  if  the  elect  were  not  reasonably 
convinced  of  the  superior  virtue  of  figures  to  special 
pleading.  The  Thames  Valley  supples  depleted,  the 
poor  Lea  reduced  to  its  lowest  terms  ?  Nothing  of 
the  kind  say  the  prophets  of  smooth  things  These 
two  inexhaustible  streams  can  easily  supply,  not 
o  ily  the  London  of  1899,  but  the  prospective  London  of 
1940  or  1950.  And  naturally  they  do  not  overlook  the 
shamefully  oppressed  farmers  of  Wales.  Emissaries  of 
the  companies  are  discovered  in  the  pleasant  valleys, 
quietly  nurting  revolt.  Surely  the  Welsh  farmer  will  not 
allow  himself  to  be  dispossessed  by  the  rapacious  County 
Council  of  a  far-off  Metropolis  ?  Is  it  not  an  outrage  on 
the  liberty  and  the  ancient  rights  of  those  who  till  the  soil? 
And  so  the  small  farmer  is  sympathetically  tended.  His 
hypothetical  grievance  is  carefully  enlarged  upon.  He  is 
treated  with  a  liberality  that  speaks  volumes  for  the  disin- 
terested motives  of  the  water  companies'  agents.  He  is 
even  brought  to  London  in  troops,  and  by  special  train,  to 
support  the  protesting  memorial  in  person.  And  the  days 
occupied  in  the  examination  of  the  Bills  are  made  to  pass 
agreeably  by  means  of  dinners  and  the  delights  of  music 
and  drama.  It  was  ever  so.  The  children  of  darkness 
are  wiser  in  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light. 
The  public  purse  is  not  available  for  this  sort  of  hospitality. 
True  the  right  side  wins  in  the  end.  But,  unfortunately, 
the  "  resources  of  civilisation  "  provide  its  opponents  with 
weapons  of  a  peculiarly  subtle  and  effective  kind. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Me.  Haret  L.  W.  Lawson,  J. P.,  L.C.C.,  &c.,  was 
unanimously  elected  president  of  the  above  society  at  a 
specially  convened  meeting  of  the  executive  committee, 
who  met  on  Jan.  25  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall,  J. P.  The  future  officers  of  the  society  therefore 
will  be — H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  Esq.,  L.C.C.,  &c.  (president) ; 
A.  Nuthall,  Esq.,  J. P.  (chairman  of  committee)  ;  T. 
Crumplen,  Esq.  (vice-chairman) ;  H.  W.  Higgin8(hon.  sec. 
and  hon.  treasurer). 


from  t1)e  i^orti^. 


The  snowstorm  of  last  week  has  again  ended  in  a  rain- 
storm, and  the  rivers  and  streams  have  been  running 
mountains  high.  Frosts  have  been  very  frequent  and 
continuous  in  the  upper  part  of  the  valleys,  and  curlers 
have  been  again  wielding  the  broom.  On  Saturday,  how- 
ever, the  ice  gave  way,  and  anglers  on  the  far  north  streams 
again  got  out  a  line.   

The  death  of  Professor  Henry  Alleyne  Nicholson,  of 
Aberdeen,  will  be  received  throughout  the  scientific  world 
with  regret.  Professor  Nicholson  was  a  master  in  what- 
ever science  he  took  up,  but  natural  history  was  hia  forte. 
In  the  matter  of  establishing  a  marine  aquarium  at 
Aberdeen  the  late  Professor  entered  heart  and  soul  into 
the  concern,  and  in  this  respect  alone  his  removal  at  the 
early  age  of  fifty-five  is  a  severe  loss  to  pisciculture.  In  the 
beginning  o*  May,  1882,  he  succeeded  Professor  Cossir 
Bwart  in  the  Natural  History  Chair,  and,  notwithstanding 
his  many  engagements,  found  time  for  considerable 
original  research.  He  was  author  of  nearly  thirty  separate 
works,  besides  numerous  contributions  to  zoological  and 
other  journals.  ____ 

Mr.  W.  8.  Bruce,  who  accompanied  the  Dundee  Arctic 
expedition  1892-3,  and  served  as  naturalist  to  the  Jackson- 
Harmsworth  expedition,  has  just  returned  from  a  voyage 
to  the  Greenland  seas.   


On  Friday  last  the  judges  of  the  First  Division  of  the 
Court  of  Session — the  supreme  Scottish  tribunal — affirmed 
Lord  Kyllachy's  judgment  in  the  Spey  pollution  case 
against  Eoderick  Kemp,  Macallan  distillery,  Elgin. 

A  fresh  Snowstorm  has  been  raging  since  Sunday,  and 
snow  is  falling  thickly  as  I  write  (Jan.  24).  I  am  glad  to 
see  it,  and  hope  it  will  harden  up  a  bit  among  the  hills. 
The  more  the  merrier  for  the  spring  fishing. 


With  the  opening  of  the  salmon  angling  season  finnock 
and  sea  trout  also  come  under  the  chances  of  the  angler. 
There  is  a  run  of  finnock  and  sea  trout  contemporary  with 
the  early  spring  salmon,  and  many  a  jolly  basket  is  made 
on  the  tidal  waters  by  those  who  know  the  lies. 


The  Don  was  once  one  of  the  most  prolific  finnock 
reaches  in  the  north,  and  more  than  one  local  angler  made 
a,  good  bit  at  the  job — ^pot-hunting,  of  course.  When  the 
fish  were  thick,  40lb.  of  a  morning  was  no  unusual  thing 
for  the  expert  tidal  fisher.   


In  the  very  early  days  the  worm  is  a  most  deadly  lure 
on  the  tidal  reaches,  and  used  by  those  who  know  how  to 
place  it,  it  is  simply  irresistible.  The  Devon  and  tube, 
white  and  red,  are  the  next  best  lures,  and  on  a  fine  sunny 
d^y  the  March  Brown  of  a  large  size. 


The  fly  is  the  best  all-round  spring  lure,  and  of  the 

plainest  sorts  and  largest  irons.  In  a  river  of  "  grue  "  and 
snow  broth  the  Phantom  works  well,  and  in  a  heavy  water 
nothing  else  should  be  tried.  Special  Scotch. 


To  Si'OUTSK£X — Burberrys,  of  30,  Haymarket,  London,  are 
now  ofTering,  at  half  price,  their  18'JS  model  and  stock  sporting 
/?arm(!nt9,  in  gabardine,  combination,  and  rain-proofed  tweed; 
Bhooting  (.oats,  2««.  ;id.  and  31b.  6d. ;  breeches,  15s.  and  2l8.; 
Burberry  eapoB  and  lon^  overeoats,  81b.  6d. ;  farmers'  overcoats. 
15g. ;  Smrtch  stOckiogB,  2h.  i>d.  Sent  on  approval  on  receipt  of 
cheque  covering. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  Smithtield,  on  Thursday  evening  last,  Jan.  19. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the 
vice-chair.  The  minutes  and  work  of  the  committee 
transacted  since  July  last  was  placed  before  the  meeting, 
and  accepted  without  comment.  The  secretary,  Mr.  J. 
Babone,  gave  in  a  report  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
society,  which  went  to  show  that  since  July  last  the  sum 
of  £23  12b.  6d.  had  been  paid  out  in  death  claims,  the 
amount  of  money  in  hand  at  the  present  time  amounted 
to  £246  Os.  4Jd.  The  late  soiree  would  result  in  the  sum 
of  about  £7  being  added  to  this  fund ;  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  society  was  about  700  members.  The 
report  was  received  and  adopted  as  very  satisfactary.  The 
election  of  officers  resulted  in  the  following  being  appointed  : 
President,  Mr.  T.  Coles;  vice-president,  Mr.  C.  White; 
treasurer,  Mr.  C.  White ;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Eabone 
Messrs.  J.  Hughes  and  H.  TuUett,  trustees;  auditors, 
Messrs.  Poster  and  McMullen  ;  committee,  Messrs. 
Dearne,  Bagley,  Hopwood,  Jolly,  Holding,  Shale,  Foster, 
Wright,  Egerton,  Bailey,  McMullen,  Ainge,  Barton, 
Gilman,  Pearsal,  Perks,  Glover,  Daws,  Wilcox,  and 
Bullock.  The  committee  will  be  appointed  to  the  various 
divisions  at  the  next  meeting.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
president  and  committee  for  their  past  services  brought 
the  meeting  to  a  close.  The  Severn  Fishery  Board  have 
just  issued  their  annual  report,  the  financial  portion  of 
which  goes  to  show  that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the 
income,  which  shows  an  adverse  balance  of  £67  3s.  Id., 
notwithstanding  that  £150  has  been  transferred  from  the 
deposit  account.  This  is  very  much  to  be  regretted, 
as  it  has  brought  about  the  discharging  of  four 
water  bailiffs.  The  action  of  the  anglers  not  taking 
out  the  trout  licences  for  taking  coarse  fish  is 
strongly  commented  upon,  and  it  is  stated  that  a  case 
has  been  granted  on  the  question  in  connection  with 
the  late  case  which  was  tried  at  Shrewsbury  some  few 
weeks  ago.  Although  a  case  has  been  granted,  it  does 
not  state  that  it  will  be  taken  to  a  higher  court.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  board  will  no  doubt  decide  upon  the  matter. 
Salmon  and  trout  take  up  the  major  portion  of  the  report, 
and  nothing  is  mentioned  as  to  the  close  time  for  coarse 
fish.  The  board  meet  on  the  26th  inst.  at  Birmingham,  a 
report  of  which  I  will  forward  for  your  next  issue.  The 
Vine  Unity  Society,  at  their  special  general  meeting  held 
on  Jan.  18,  unanimously  decided  to  form  a  fund  for  the 
preservation  of  specimen  fish  caught  by  their  members. 
The  scale  of  sizes  for  the  fish  to  be  set  up  are  as  follows  : 
Eoach,  lib.  6oz. ;  perch,  lib.  8oz. ;  bream,  51b. ;  chub, 
41b. ;  dace,  lOoz.  ;  and  pike,  101b.  It  was  also  resolved 
to  give  prizes  to  those  weighing-in  the  heaviest  fish 
of  the  kinds  mentioned.  Several  of  the  leading 
members  promised  some  very  valuable  prizes,  inde- 
pendent of  which  a  framed  diploma  will  be  given 
to  those  weighing-in  the  heaviest  fish  in  each  class  ;  the  club 
offers  £20  worth  of  prizes,  and  also  are  wiQing  to  pay  a  like 
sum  per  annum  for  a  decent  stretch  of  private  water.  The 
Cradley  Association,  which  has  just  been  formed,  was 
visited  last  week  by  a  representative  of  the  Provincial 
Association,  and  found  in  every  way  properly  constituted. 
A  list  of  stations  to  which  they  require  the  privilege  to 
travel  to  is  in  the  hands  of  the  sub-committee,  and  they 
will  be  in  possession  of  their  travelling  cards  in  a  very 
short  time.  The  weather  has  changed  for  the  best  ;  from 
rain  it  has  turned  to  a  dry  frost,  which,  I  hope,  will 
continue  for  some  time.  This  will  be  suitable  for  pike 
fishing,  and  our  members  will  be  on  the  warpath  as  soon 
as  convenient.  All  our  rivers  are  up;  but,  should  the 
present  weather  continue,  by  the  time  these  notes  are 
in  print  they  may  be  fishable. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  fishermen  continue  to  obtain  excellent  sport  on 
the  Fen  waters  ;  in  fact,  better  bigs  are  being  made  in 
some  districts  than  were  made  in  the  autumn.  One  of  the 
best  streams,  the  Glen,  continues  to  yield  as  good  as  any, 
and  many  visitors  have  turned  their  attention  in  that 
direction.  It  has  not  been  a  difficult  matter  to  obtain  a 
bag  of  121b.  and  upwards  with  paste  baits,  and  on  some 
lengths  of  the  Witham,  especially  where  the  various 
tributaries  join  the  main  stream,  even  better  sport  has 
been  had.  The  boisterous  weather  has  again  proved 
troublesome  to  pike  fishermen,  and  little  was  done  towards 
the  end  of  last  week.  At  the  time  of  writing,  however, 
troUing  had  again  got  into  swing,  and  anglers  report 
favourably  on  the  condition  of  the  waters  and  the  activity 
of  the  fish.  On  all  the  principal  pike  streams  rodsters 
have  been  busy  since  Monday.  A  Forty-foot  subscriber, 
on  Tuesday,  landed  three  fish  weighing  12ilb.,  and  another 
had  a  brace  weighing  91b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  wet  and  stormy  weather  of  the  past  week  or  ao  has 
prevented  many  of  our  local  anglers  from  being  out,  and 
only  a  few  fish  have  been  shown  at  the  different  anglers' 
rendezvous,  although  the  club  members  at  the  White 
Horse  Hotel  have  had  roach,  going  from  12oz.  to  looz. 
each,  during  the  week ;  and  Mr.  A.  Marshall,  of  the 
Central  Hull  Angling  Society,  showed  one  last  week  that 
soiled  lib.  5Joz.,  from  the  upper  waters  of  the  river  Hull. 
The  best  pike  of  the  week  recorded  scaled  41b.  12oz  , 
taken  by  Mr.  Jefferson  near  the  Foulness  Dam,  Market 
Weighton  Canal.  A  perch  of  14joz.  was  taken  by  Mr.  J. 
Gbeeseman  on  Monday,  amongst  other  fish,  whilst  worm 
fishing  at  Dunswell.  A  nice  catch  of  flounders  and  eels 
was  also  had  on  the  same  day  near  Cioey.  At  the 
February  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association  the  question  of  netting  the  Stone- 
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ferry  Reservoirs  and  turning  the  fish  into  the  river  Hull 
v?ill  be  discussed,  and  a  day  fixed  for  the  operations, 
a  committee  having  already  been  selected.  Several 
of  our  local  societies  have  made  their  fixtures  for 
their  first  match  of  the  season.  The  Alexandra  Angling 
Association  have  selected  March  1  as  their  opening 
day,  on  Patrington  Haven  ;  and  at  the  same  place  the 
Albion  A.S.  will  commence  their  season  on  Good  Friday. 
The  George  and  Dragon  A.S.  held  their  annual  dinner  at 
headquarters  on  the  16th  inst.,  the  president,  Mr.  R. 
Green,  occupying  the  chair,  when  the  aggregate  and  other 
prizes  were  presented  Mr.  C.  Turner  was  the  recipient 
of  the  society's  gold  medal  for  most  points  in  the  matches 
of  the  past  season,  Mr.  J.  Ashwell  also  receiving  a  gold 
medal  for  the  best  fish  during  the  season,  the  rest  of  the 
evening  being  devoted  to  conviviality.  The  annual  meet- 
ing also  took  place  on  the  16th  of  the  Albion  A.S.,  when 
Mr.  J.  Kelly  was  elected  to  the  presidential  chair,  Mr.  J. 
Walsh  as  treasurer,  and  Mr.  G.  Hastrop  hon.  secretary ; 
and  on  the  17th  the  County  Angling  and  Recreation 
Society  held  their  annual  meeting,  and  elected  officers  for 
1899,  Mr.  J.  Helm  being  re-elected  president,  Mr.  H. 
Dewhurst  treasurer,  and  Mr.  J.  Coates  hon.  secretary.  The 
members  of  the  Globe  Angling  Society  dine  together  at 
headquarters  on  Feb.  3.  The  Hull  Corporation  Em- 
ployers' A.S.  held  a  most  successful  smoking  concert 
on  Monday  evening.  The  officers  elected  for  1899  are : 
president,  Mr.  0.  H.  Clarkson;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Dick; 
and  secretary,  Mr.  .W.  Pegg.  The  annual  soiree  and  ball 
of  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation  Society  will  take 
place  at  the  Central  Hall,  on  Feb.  6.  At  the  annual 
meeting,  which  took  place  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  Mr. 
John  Dickenson  was  reinstated  in  the  presidential  chair 
for  1899,  which  he  so  well  and  ably  fills,  to  be  assisted  by 
Messrs.  W.  Cutting  and  C.  Wurr  as  vice-presidents,  and 
Mr.  W.  Hay  as  hon.  secretary.  The  official  report  shows 
the  income  of  1898  to  have  been  £64  6s.  9d.,  and  after 


deducting  all  expenses — rent  of  preserves,  and  cost  of 
securing  12,000  fish  from  the  Barmston  Drain  and  turning 
into  the  river  HuU — shows  a  balance  in  hand  of  over 
£36  to  commence  the  present  season  with.  The 
"Cutting"  and  "Turner"  challenge  cups  will  each  be 
fished  for  at  Perriby  sluice,  on  the  Ancholme,  this  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Stockport  County  Anglers'  Association  have  just 
placed  some  large  orders  for  consignments  of  fish,  and  are 
anticipating  the  successful  transfer  of  same  to  their 
private  waters  at  Edgeley  Park.  The  association  offer 
prizes  for  the  heaviest  fish  taken  by  the  members  daring 
the  season,  and  at  the  recent  annual  dinner,  held  at  head- 
quarters, the  distribution  took  place.  The  first  three 
winning  fish  were  taken  from  club  waters,  the  fourth 
from  Cheshire  Mere.  The  successful  prize  winners  are  : 
Mr.  F.  W.  Williamson,  roach,  lib.  lioz.  ;  Mr.  T. 
Cheetham,  carp,  lib.  loz.  ;  Mr.  John  Lakin,  trout  Soz. ; 
Mr.  _D.  Fielding,  pike,  41b.  5oz.  The  president  of  the 
association.  Councillor  Joseph  Bvoadhurst,  took  the  chair. 
The  Ben  Brierley  A.S.,  Moston^  have  recently  held  a  most 
successful  annual  business  meetmg  at  headquarters.  The 
following  are  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  :  President, 
Mr.  Geo.  Jackson ;  vice-president,  Mr.  A.  Jeffrys ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  Geo.  Richardson  ;  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Cox. 
This  club  is  now  in  a  thoroughly  sound  condition,  both 
numerically  and  financially.  The  Royal  Walton  A.S. 
recently  held  a  meeting  at  headquarters,  Barnes  Green, 
Blackley,  for  disposal  of  important  business  and  to  elect 
the  new  executive  for  the  ensuing  season,  which  is  as 
follows :  President,  Mr.  M.  Thompson ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  J.  Butterworth ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Roberts ; 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  Holmes.  The  private  waters  of  the 
society  are  being  replenished  with  consignments  of,  mature 
coarse  fish,  and  some  2000  are  shortly  expected  to  arrive 
for  this  purpose. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Welcome  Anglers  have  recently  closed  their  club 
year  with  a  most  satisfactory  balance-sheet,  and  every 
prospect  sf  "good  times"  and  increaaed  membership  in 
the  ensuing  season.  A  report  is  to  hand  of  an  important 
meeting  held  on  the  24th  at  headquarters,  Vulcan  Inn, 
Clarendon-street,  Hulme.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members,  and  after  going  through  some  minor  details,  the 
question  of  revising  the  rules  was  discussed.  Five  new 
members  were  added.  The  following  are  the  officers  for 
the  ensuing  season  :  President,  Mr.  W.  Hawkins ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  J.  Lloyd;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Swift; 
secretary,  Mr.  F.  W.  Garner.  The  fifth  general  meeting 
of  the  Lancaster  A.S.  was  held  on  Jan.  18,  at  headquarters, 
the  Lancaster  Hotel,  Stockport-road.  The  society  is 
gradually  increasing  in  strength,  two  new  names  being 
enrolled.  A  rather  extensive  programme  is  down  for 
the  coming  season.  The  Sun  A.S.  has  started  1899  on 
entirely  new  lines,  and  held  an  important  meeting  recently 
for  the  purpose  of  compiling  fresh  rules,  notably  those  to 
govern  a  fishing  match  for  the  funds  of  the  organisation. 
The  officers  are:  President,  Mr.  Ridings;  vice-president, 
Mr.  Staf ord ;  secretary,  Mr.  Ashworth. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  been  running  in  flood,  and  no  fish- 
ing has  been  possible  throughout  the  week.    On  Friday, 
at  Beeston,  Mr.  James  Lee,  of  that  village,  caught  about 
161b.  of  roach  and  perch  ;  and  on  the  following  morning  a 
few  choice  roach  were  killed  at  Wilford,  on  the  gravels, 
near  the  old  barbel  swim  adjoining  Jarvis's  wall.    In  the 
afternoon,  members  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association 
engaged  in  a  competition  at  Staythorpe,  but  failed  to  land 
j  a  single  fish.    The  weather  turned  out  fearfully  bad,  and 
I  since  Saturday  night  the  river  has  been  in  a  state  of 
'  flood. 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


A.DDLSST0NB  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  Jl ;  ti.  KL 

Althoenk  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3a. 

A.MBBKI.BT  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  6i.  8(1,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misboum),  I  Bucks,  33f ;  I».  8d. 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 

Ardlbish  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  S6 ;  4s.  »d. 

Ablbsbt  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  8s.  lid. 

ASHDRST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32 ;  3».  4d. 

AUDLET  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44;  38.  6^d. 

Aylbsbcbt  (Tliame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48 ;  3s.  8d. 

Baeooubb  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60 ;  5b.  6d. 

BATTLESBRID8B  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  2s.  4^d. 

Bbdpoed  (Onse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5«. 

Bbekhampstead  (G.J.O.),  H,  Herts,  38;  it.  lid. 

BILLEEIOAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s. 

BlLLiNGHURST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  48.  8d. 

BiGOLBSWADE  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stortfoed  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  38 ;  2b.  7d. 

Blakb  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is. 

Bltotisham  (Onse),  A,  Hunts,  74;  5s.  2d. 

Bletohlbt  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46f ;  4s.  lid. 

BLtJKHAM  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68 ;  is.  3d. 

BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61J ;  6s.  l^d. 

BOOENE  Ehd  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28f;  8l. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  22};  2b.  8d. 

BOXMOGE  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24i ;  2s.  6d. 

BEAlHTaEB  (Blaokwater),A,  Essex,  46;  3b.  lOd. 

Beaughing  (Eib)  A,  Herts,  30^ ;  2s. 

BeandON  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86t;  7s.  S^d. 

Beiokbt  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 

BaoxBOUENB  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i;  Is.  6d. 

BUNTINOFORD  (Bib),  Herts,  33};  2s.  lid. 

B0EBS  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  4s. 

Buenham-ON-CeodOH,  a,  Essex,  89 ;  3s.  8d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77};  6s.  6d. 

BuENT  Mill  (Stort  ;jA,  Essex,  25;  Is.  ll^d. 

BnSHBY  (Cohie),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 

Btflebt  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21} ;  es.  3d. 

Oastlb  Hbdinsham  (Oolne),  A,  Essex,  56}; 
4b.  11^ 

OhAppbl  (Oolne),  A,  Essex,  60} ;  48.  2^. 
Ohalfont  EOAD  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  2b 
Ohbddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Oebsham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ;  28.  6d. 
Ohblmsfobd  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29};  28. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14} ;  la.  2d. 
Chbetsbt  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22};  28.  4d. 
Ohigwbll  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  IJd. 
Oeiltbrn  Gebbn  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27 ;  28.  lOd. 
Choblet  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5b.  Id. 
Ohoelbt  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Claee  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62 ;  8b.  3d. 
OOBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18};  2a. 
OOLOHKSTEB  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51};  4b.  4|d, 
OOLNB  (Oolne),  A,  Essex,  S7^;  48.  6d. 
COLNBEOOK  ((Joino),  E,  Bucks,  16};  Is.  8d. 
OOOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  26};  2b.  lOd 
OOWDBN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  36 ;  SB. 
OROltEE,  A,  Norfolk,  189;  10s. 
Datohkt  (Thames),  D,  Bucks, 28};  2b.  8d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86};  78.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  26;  2s.  8d. 
Eablbwood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21  J;  2s. 
East  Geinstead  (Medway),  F,  Subboi,  30;  38.  6d. 
East  Faulkioh  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  44;  4r. 
Eaeith  Beidqb  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76};  58.  4d. 
Edbnbbidob  (Eden),  0  F,  Kent,  33;  2s.  8d, 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2b.  8d. 
Ely  (Ou«e),  A,  Oamba,  70^;  5b.  Hid. 
Elstekb  (Beservoirs),  G,  Herta,  12;  Is.  8d. 
Elsknham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  0\A. 
Enfibld  Look  (Lea;,  A,  Middlesex,  12;  la. 
Epping  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  6id. 
BSHEK  (Mole).  D,  Surrey,  14J;  1b.  fld. 
FambeiijOK  (Grouch),  A,  Essex,  36;  2|.  lOd. 
Flitwiok  (Ivel).  Q,  Beds,  40;  4s.  2d. 
FOKKKT  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  88.  6d. 
FULWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12};  lB.4d. 
GOEINO  (ThanioR),  B,  Oxford,  44|;  48.  fld. 
Ut.  OiiKsruRi'OKU  (Gam),  A,  Essex,  48,  3s.  lO^d. 
Orkat  Mari.ow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  364;  <*B.  3d. 
Gt.  Mishknuon  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  20;  2b.  9d. 
GoiLDrOBD  (Wey),  G  D,  Burrey,  28};  3a  2d. 
QVHIOM  (Broadi),  A,  Norfolk,  188 ;  lOi. 


HADHJlH  (Aih),  A,  Herts,  25};  2b.  3d, 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62} ;  4s.  8}d. 
Hakpton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex;  14};  1b.  «d. 
Hampton  Wiok  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14};  la.  3d. 
Haelington  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37 ;  38.  lid. 
Haelow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  28.  lid. 
Harpbndbn  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27} ;  2s.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17} ;  la.  lOd. 
Hatfield  PEVEBBL(Ohelmer),  A,  Essex,  86 ;  3b.  Id. 
HatwAEDs  Hbath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  87 ;  48. 
Hbvbr  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11} ;  Is. 
Henlbt  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35} ;  3e.  9d. 
Hbetford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24};  2b.  6d. 
HllGAT  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Ijorfolk,  88} ;  6b.  10}d. 
HORLBT  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Hobstbd  Ketnes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36^;  3b.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9b.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58};  6s.  2d 
Ibohestbb  (Ouse),  (5,  Northampton,  61 ;  6a.  5d. 
Kelvbdon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  424;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langlet  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82};  6s.  ll}d. 
Langfoed    Hall  Fisheet  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44 ;  3b.        (Change  at  Witham). 
Langlet  (Canal),  B,  Bueks,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Leageavb  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  324 :  5d. 
Leatherhbad  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19};  t*. 
Leighton  (Onse),  H,  Beds,  404 ;  2d. 
Lewbs  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50;  6b.  2d. 
LINGFIELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  2s.  8d. 
Littlepokt  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6b.  5d. 
Lodqhton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12 ;  Is.  04d. 
Long  Melfoed  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61};  5s.  24d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117} ;  10b. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 

A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E.  Great  Northern  (King's  OroBR). 

B.  Great  Weatem  (Paddington).  F.  L.  B.  &  S.  0.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 
0.   South-EaBtern   (Oharing  (Jrosa,    Waterloo  G.  Midland  (St.  Pancraa). 

Junction,  Csjanon  Street,  London  Bridge,  H.  North-Western  (Euston). 

and  Ntw  OroH).  L  lI«tropolitan  (Baker  Street). 
L>.    South- W«it«ni  (WktoWoo).  nT*  Map  ahowt  the  18  neu  itatims. 


Uaidbnhbad  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24};  1b.  6d. 

Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44;  3b. 34') 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  3s.  2d. 
Manningtrbb  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  69;  68.  04d. 
March  (Nene,  <fcc.).  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  68.  4d. 
MahdOCKS  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23;  2b. 
Mark's  Tet  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  Is.  ll}d. 
MiDHURST  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  68. 
Mildbnhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  6s.  4}d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  484    ^s-  Id. 
Nbw  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9} ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42} ;  3s.  5d. 
Noeth  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134 ;  10s. 
NOETH  WbALD  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19|;  la.  8d. 
Oaklet  (Ouse),  Q,  Beds,  524 ;  5s.  4d. 
Opfoed  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55|;  5s.  lOd. 
Ongae  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  114d. 
Oxtbd  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31  J;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41};  48.  4d. 
Park  Steeet  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2b. 
PONDEE's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  9d. 
POTTEE's  Bab  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12};  la.  8d 
Pulboeough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  6a.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions,  2b.  6d). 
Eadlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3b.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20} ;  2s. 
Bickmanswobth  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  22} ;  la.  td 
EOTDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
EuDQWiOK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4b.  2d. 
Bte  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  Is.Sd. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  48. 7d. 
Sawbeidgewoeth  (Stort),  A,  Herta,  29  ;  ta.  8}d, 
Sblham  (Bother),  F,  SuBsex,  58;  58.  6d. 
Shalfoed  (Wey),  0,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Shaenbeook  (OuBe),  G,  Beds,  55 ;  5b.  9d. 
Shbffoed  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87;  5a. 
Shelfoed  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  65  ;  48.  54d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20};  Is.  8d. 
Shbppeeton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18};  2s. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18};  1b.  lid. 
Southminstbe,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Stainbb  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19};  3s. 
Standon  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29};  2s.  64d. 
StansteAD  (Stort),  A,  EsseXjSS ;  28.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Colne)^E  G  H,  Herts,  20;  2a.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70};  68.  2d. 
St.  Maegaebt'S  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  la.  9d. 
St.  Nbotb  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51};  5s.  id. 
Stoke  Mandbvilli,  I,  Bucks,  37;  3b.  6d. 
SuDBUBY  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58};  4b.  114d. 
Sunbuby  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16};  la.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thamee),  B,  Backs,  21};  3s.  4d 
Tempsfoed  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47};  4b.  lid. 
Thatoham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49};  5s.  2d. 
Thbtdon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16 ;  U.  34d. 
Three  Beidgbs  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  9s. 
Tilehubbt  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38} ;  4«.  Id. 
Trino  (Beservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31};  38.  4d. 
TUNBRIDGE  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29} ;  Sa.  8d. 
Twyford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  3s.  3d. 
DXBEIDGB  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  154;  Is-  ^d. 
VIEOINLA  Watbr  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23;  3b.  6d 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Gross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  18  ;  la.  Id. 
Wars  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22};  1b.  lid, 
Watebbbaoh  (Cam),  a,  Cambs,  61;  £a.  ad. 
Watbbingbubt  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  46;  4t. 
Wbndovee,  I,  Bucks,  334;  3a.  8d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  18}  ;  la.  6d. 
West  Grinbtbad  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  46;  4a.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Eib),  A,  Herts,  32} ;  2s.  »4d. 
Wbybeidgb  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  la. 
Whittlbsford  (Cam).  A,  Oamba,  49;  4b.  ad. 
WlOKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2b.  3d. 
WiDFORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2b.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21} ;  2a.  3d. 
With  AM  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39 ;  3a.  34d. 
Woking  (Ba8'ngBtkeCanal),D, Surrey, 24};  2B.6d. 
WOODHAM  FkrrIs  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31;  2a. 7d 
WbAYSBUEY  (Thms.  <fcOohi»),  D,BupkB,21|;  2B.8d. 
Wroxham  (Broads,  <fcc.).  A,  Norfolk,  133} ;  10a. 
YALOINS  (Medway),  0,  Sent,  38};  4s. 
TAaMOura  (Bum,  *c.),  A,  Norfolk,  131 ;  Ita. 
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FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
At  last  we  appear  to  have  finished  with  the  rain  that  has 
fallen  so  incessantly  during  the  last  month  or  bo,  and 
which  has  made  matters  so  uncomfortable  for  anglers. 
The  weather  has  turned  very  frosty,  and  if  the  cold  snap 
will  only  continue,  it  will  give  the  rivers  a  chance  of 
miming  down  a  bit,  and  then  anglers  will  look  forward  to 
better  sport  than  they  have  recently  had.  Coarse  fish 
anglers  who  have  sought  their  recreation  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Holmesford  and  Ambergate  have  fared  pretty 
well,  and  in  the  canal  bottom  anglers  have  secured 
several  nice  roach  and  perch.  Pike  anglers  in  these 
parts  have  had  poor  sport.  Up  to  the  end  of  last 
week  the  Derwent  and  Wye  were  running  much 
too  high  for  grayling  fishing,  although  in  the  Miller's 
Dale  section  of  the  Wye  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  captured. 
At  Darley  Dale,  too,  bottom  anglers  have  accounted 
for  a  few  nice  grayling  with  brandling  worms.  The  Trent 
has  come  in  for  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  now  that  the 
waters  have  receded  anglers  are  doing  very  well  amongst 
roach;  whilst  the  Witham  is  rapidly  improving,  and  is 
now  beginning  to  afford  first  class  sport_  amongst  roach, 
wldlst  pike  anglers  are  again  having  a  look  in.  The  Bain  has 
provided  several  anglers  with  fish  of  very  satisfactory  size, 
and  several  well  filled  baskets  have  been  taken  from  this 
stream  during  the  past  week.  The  proposed  fishing  match 
for  £100,  which  is  announced  to  be  held  during  March,  in 
Nickey  Nook  iReserroir,  is  exciting  a  good  deal  of  interest 
amongst  trout  anglers  in  Yorkshire. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
All  the  rivers  in  flood,  the  country  for  miles  along  the 
Severn  watershed,  Teme,  and  Avon  under  water,  and  to- 
day (Wednesday)  it  is  still  on  the  rise.  It  is  a  long  time 
since  we  had  so  high  a  flood  in  this  district.  Angling  of 
course  out  of  the  question,  but  wLU  be  beneficial  to  sport 
in  the  long  run. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  mnnnurings  of  discontent  on  the  part  of  anglers  on 
account  of  the  weather  reached  a  climax  in  general 
grumblings  at  the  week-end,  when  the  streams  were 
running  at  great  height,  the  flood  waters  reaching  many 
feet  above  the  summer  level.  On  Sunday  morning  the 
Ouse  at  York  was  13ft.  in  excess  of  the  ordinary  depth, 
being  the  third  time  since  Oct.  1,  1892,  that  a  similar 
height  had  been  attained.  On  that  occasion  16ft.  were 
registered.  It  follows,  under  these  circumstances,  that 
anglers  have  been  obliged  to  forego  their  accustomed  sport, 
and  the  reports  show  very  little  doing.  The  rivers  ran 
down  rapidly  after  Sunday,  and  with  a  crisp,  frosty  air, 
pleasant  snnshine,  and  conditions  other  than  that  of  the 
actual  state  of  the  waters  being  of  an  agreeable  character, 
anglers  were  once  more  entertiining  hopes  of  a  better 
time,  and  of  something  like  successful  sport.  The  amalga- 
mation of  York  anglers  dined  together  at  the  Bay  Horse, 
Marygate,  on  Saturday  night,  Capt.  Key,  J. P.,  presiding 
over  a  large  gathering.  The  priacipal  guest  was  Mr. 
Butcher,  one  of  the  city  members,  who,  in  responding  to 
the  Parliamentary  toast,  caused  amusement  by  remarking 
that  his  colleague,  Lord  Charles  Beresford,  whose  mission 
in  China  is  just  closing,  possibly  might  bring  home, 
amongst  other  discoveries,  a  new  method  of  angling. 
Having  refered  to  the  abortive  bill  which  he  and  the  late 
Sir  Prank  Lockwood  introduced  with  regard  to  fresh- 
water fishing,  he  said  that  if  anglers  wished  it  he  would 
reintroduce  it.  The  Bill  would,  if  passed  into  law, 
advance  the  interests  of  anglers  throughout  the 
country.  He  ventured  to  tender  this  piece  of  advice, 
which  he  had  read  in  an  old  book  on  angling :  "  The 
angler  should  practise  courtesy  to  all  his  brethren,  and  be 
ever  willing  to  lend  a  killing  fly  to  a  needy  friend."  The 
president,  in  acknowledging  the  toast  of  his  health, 
referred  to  the  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Amendment  Bill, 
and  said  that  he  was  pleased  that  Mr.  Butcher  would  be 
willing  to  help  them  again.  Mr.  J.  W.  Blakey  (Scar- 
borough) proposed  "  Success  to  the  Amalgamation."  He 
urged  the  York  organisation  to  devoto  as  much  money  as 
they  could  possibly  afford  to  the  stocking  of  their  rivers. 
He  strongly  deprecated  the  netting  of  the  Ouse  for  bait. 
An  Act  ought  to  be  passed  which  would  compel  existing 
conservancies  to  preserve  coarse  fish,  and  prevent  them 
applying  the  funds  provided  by  the  coarse  fish  anglers  to 
the  preservation  of  trout. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.] 


LOUGH  DERG  QUERIES. 
DxAR  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  above  in  the  FMtiiu/ 
Qazetie  of  Jan.  21,  the  most  direct  route  to  Lough  Derg 
k  from  Dublin  by  G.S.  and  W.R.  to  Nenagh,  via  Bally- 
¥iophy.  Nena^h  is  five  miles  from  Dromineer  by  car, 
■nd  Dromineer  is  a  central  point  on  the  Tipperary  or  east 
lliore,  where  hotels  and  lodgings  can  be  had.  Lodgings 
and  good  fishing  can  be  also  had  between  Dromineer  and 
Portamna,  the  latter  being  the  most  northern  point  on 
the  lake ;  and  there  are  good  hotels  and  lodgings  to  be 
found  at  Killaloe,  the  most  southern  point  of  the  lake ; 
and  also  at  Mount  Shannon,  which  is  on  the  Galwey,  or 
WMt  shore,  of  the  lake.  Killaloe  can  be  reached  by  rail 
ffom  Nenagh. 

If  "  Blatherwyok  "  wishes  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  him 
further  particulars  by  letter,  and  for  that  purpose  send 
Ton  my  address,  and,  if  "  alive  and  well  "  next  May,  will 
Ht  him  know  when  the  fly  is  up.  I  am  in  no  way 
htiKetM^  in  anv  hotels  or  lodgings,  and  my  information 
nill  be  guided  only  Y/j  a  desire  to  oblige  a  brother  angler. 

Loufh  Derg  holds  large  "schools"  of  rudd  (locally 


called  roach),  peroh,  and  bream  ;  but  they  are  seldom 
fish'ed  for  nowadays,  except  when  they  come  to  the  shore 
and  tributaries  for  spawning  purposes. 

I  have  killed  bream  in  the  Nenagh  river  of  71b.  weight, 
and  good  sport  is  sometimes  had  with  perch ,  using  live 
minnows  for  bait. 

If  duly  "baited"  for,  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
rudd  and  bream  fishing  would  give  good  sport,  but  up  to 
date  methods  are  unknown  on  the  lake.  I  have  often 
seen  in  warm,  calm  weather  large  numbers  of  both  fish 
playing  on  the  surface. — Yours  truly,  Oirmuhan. 


FISHING  ON  THE  CASPIAN. 
Sir, — T  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  you  or  any  of 
your  numerous  correspondents  could  give  me  any  in- 
formation as  regards  fishing  near  or  around  Baku,  on  the 
Caspian.  Thanking  you  in  advance  for  anything  you  can 
do  for  me, — I  am,  sir,  yours  truly.  Pern  Sprint. 


BOOMS.— THE  GENTLE  ANGLER  ! 

Sir, — I  venture  to  regret  that  you  did  not,  by  way  of 
doing  the  writer  a  kindness  and  making  room  for  more 
interesting  matter,  hold  over  Mr.  Kirby's  remarkable 
letter  among  the  "  several  important  letters  "  mentioned 
at  the  foot  of  the  page  on  which  it  appears.  That  Mr. 
Payton's  French  spreader  is — if  Mr.  Kirby  permits  me  to 
speak  as  a  "  sea  angler  with  a  ha'porth  of  experience,"  as 
he  very  chastely  puts  it — extremely  efficient  is  a  fact  that 
has  stood  the  test  of  time,  which,  with  all  its  possible 
excellence,  Mr.  Kirby's  pattern  has  not.  May  we  hope 
that  he  will  ponder  awhUe  on  the  peaceful  countenance  of 
his  eighteenth  century  namesake  (p.  39  of  the  FixJiing 
Gazette,  Jan.  21),  andlapologise  to  our  most  genial  friend, 
Charles  Payton. — Your  obedient  servant, 

Bournemouth.    F.  G,  Aflalo. 


SEA  PATERNOSTER  BOOMS. 

Dear  Marston. — Many  thanks  for  your  kindly  note  at 
the  foot  of  Mr.  Kirby's  extraordinary  effusion,  which 
must  have  gone  far  toward  showing  that  gentleman  that 
he  was  as  mistaken  in  the  ignorance  and  inexperience  in 
sea  fishing  which  he  is  pleased  to  attribute  to  me,  as  he  is 
in  his  unqualified  condemnation  of  the  French  wire 
booms,  apparently  without  having  seen  them  or  tried 
them.  In  the  face  of  so  gratuitously  uncourteous  an 
attack,  I  think  I  had  better  say  that  I  have  no  interest 
whatever  in  "  booming"  these_ booms,  my  stock  of  which 
far  from  "  prehistoric  "  contrivances  was  purchased  at 
tackle  shops  here,  except  some  of  the  very  finest  kindly 
presented  to  me  by  an  excellent  French  sea  angler.  But  I 
have  found,  and  still  maintain,  that  they  are  not  only 
simple,  but  effective,  both  for  light  and  heavy  sea  fishing 
where  booms  are  used  at  all,  though  for  specially  heavy 
work  I  recommend  them  to  be  made  of  a  stiffer  wire  than 
the  samples  I  sent  you. 

Some  good  English  sea  anglers  have  asked  me  for 
samples,  and  expressed  an  approval  which  I  am  sure 
actual  use  will  justify.  As  to  fishing  up  and  down  in  still 
water,  the  anglers  this  side  are  famous  for  long  casting. 
As  to  the  killing  of  big  fish,  if  any  part  of  the  tackle 
should  give  way  during  a  tussle,  I  would  bet  it  would  not 
be  the  wire  boom  ;  and  as  to  striking,  perhaps  I  have 
had  sufficient  experience  both  in  fresh  and  salt  water 
angling  to  know  when  fish  need  striking  and  when  they  do 
not.  The  white  metal,  especially  when  dulled  by  use,  is, 
I  think,  preferable  to  brass  for  clear  water.  These  booms 
answered  very  well  when  I  fished  in  December  at  Deal, 
where  I  found  the  anglers  all  polite,  and  therefore 
presume  Mr.  Kirby  was  not  among  them. — Yours  very 
faithfully,    Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais. 

WIRE  SEA  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — The  secret  is  out,  as  I  see  our  friend  A.  W. 
Parker  is  introducing  these  wire  lines  again  to  several  of 
his  friends.  Of  course  he  would  see  that  there  was 
nothing  better.  Did  you  ever  know  a  fisherman  run 
down  anything  that  he  had  introduced  as  something  new  ? 
Wire  lines  were  tried  just  about  the  same  time  as  gimp 
was  made,  and  my  late  father  was  one  of  the  first  to 
manufacture  this  article.  I  have  the  machines  by  me 
now,  but  needless  to  say  they  are  very  antiquated  in 
comparison  with  those  of  the  present  day.  I  am  afraid 
that  the  old  adage,  "we  are  never  too  old  to  learn," 
applies  to  our  friend  A.  W.  Parker.  Our  fishermen  here 
do  not  confine  themselves  to  sitting  on  a  pier  with  a  rod 
and  catching  their  2oz.  pouting,  as  is  suggested  by  another 
writer,  but  their  weekly  catches  are  weighed  by  the  ton, 
therefore  I  think  they  may  be  classed  as  fishermen  of 
experience.  We  catch  a  few  fish  here,  and  it  was  not  very 
long  ago  that  one  of  our  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  (which 
society,  by  the  bye,  I  was  one  of  the  founders  of)  caught 
in  fourteen  days,  at  Plymouth,  6cwt.  Iqr.  171b.  of  fish,  all 
edible  ;  and  I  have  had  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  who  has 
been  fishing  at  Appledore,  who  tells  me  that  he  and  his 
man,  fishing  with  fly  rods  and  artificial  baits,  took  in  one 
year  3660  bass.  I  query  whether  he  could  have  done  this 
with  a  wire  line. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Sir, — I  notice  in  your  columns  a  series  of  letters  regard- 
ing the  introduction  of  wire  winch  lines  for  sea  fishing. 
Most  of  your  correspondents  seem  to  have  entirely  over- 
looked the  fact  that  these  lines  are  wholly  and  solely 
intended  as  winch  lines  for  use  with  pulley  tops  on  modern 
sea  rods.  Further,  such  lines  have  been  introduced  for 
one  reason,  and  for  one  only,  namely,  to  enable  the  sea 
angler  to  fish  in  deep  water,  where  heavy  tides  prevail, 
with  light  leads.  'The  reason  why  wire  is  a  better 
material  than  either  hemp,  flax,  or  silk  is  twofold,  viz.,  the 
specific  gravity  is  infinitely  greater,  and  the  resistance 
offered  to  the  rush  of  tide  infinitely  less. 


The  use  of  wire  as  a  hand-line  in  the  sea  is  not  new, 
copper  wire  being  employed  for  that  i>urpose  by  the 
mackerel  railers  off  Plymouth,  and  many  foreign  fishermen 
in  the  Mediterranean,  off  the  Canaries,  and  other  places. 
The  objection  hitherto  existing  to  the  use  of  wire  line  on 
the  winch  has  been  the  liability  that  the  first  manu- 
factured had  to  kink  and  then  break.  This  most  of  us  are 
of  opinion  has  at  last  been  overcome  by  the  use  of  braided 
phosphor-bronze  lines,  and  it  would  be  as  well  if  your 
correspondents  who  condemn  wire  lines  were  first  to  try 
one  of  these  before  pronouncing  a  definite  opinion. 

Some  of  them  do  not  seem  to  have  troubled  to  read 
what  has  already  appeared  on  the  subject.  Thus 
"  Viator,"  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  21,  invites  Mr.  Parker  to 
say  how  he  likes  wire  used  as  a  hand-line,  an  applicatien 
which  the  latter  gentleman  has  never  recommended  or, 
indeed,  mentioned. 

In  return,  I  should  like  to  ask  "Viator"  three 
questions : 

1.  What  kinds  of  wire  has  he  used  ? 

2.  How  and  where  did  he  use  them  ? 

3.  Has  he  troubled  to  try  the  new  sixteen  -  strand 
braided  phosphor-bronze  winch  line  before  condemning 
it? 

The  replies  to  these  questions  have  no  personal  interest 
for  me,  but  should  be  known  to  the  readers  of  this  paper, 
so  that  they  may  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  value 
of  "  Viator's  "  letter. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


Dear  Sir, — As  one  who  believes  there  is  a  great  future 
in  wire  lines,  I  consider  that  the  writers  up  to  date  have 
not  brought  forward  the  real  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
its'  use. 

All  sea  anglers  acknowledge  that  with  flax  lines  (at  cer- 
tain tides)  one  has  to  use  very  heavy  leads,  and  yet  are 
unable  to  touch  bottom.  In  company  with  Mr.  A.  _W. 
Parker,  I  have  tried  the  ginger  beer  wire,  but  found  spring 
of  same  caused  kink  and  breakage.  During  the  last 
B.S.A.S.  competition,  while  out  with  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
in  the  (Jull  Stream  off  Deal,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  using 
single  phosphor-bronze  wire,  myself  using  fine  cable  flax 
line  (at  strong  flood  tide),  Mr.  Parker  touched  bottom 
easily  with  2oz.  lead  ;  I  experienced  great  difficulty  with 
nearly  lib.  and  most  of  line  out.  As  I  was  sceptical  of  its 
value,  having  tried  the  other  wire,  Mr.  Parker  induced  me 
to  change  rods,  and  I  was  converted  at  once. 

Next  day  I  called  on  Messrs.  Ormiston,  Old  Street,  E.C., 
and  obtained  Jib.  single  phosphor-bronze  wire,  and  follow- 
ing week  visited  Southend  with  Mr.  Tucker,  who,  like 
myself,  is  very  sceptical.  After  midday  we  fished  off  pier 
extension  in  a  boat,  with  strong  flood  tide  running.  _  Mr. 
Tucker  very  soon  had  to  give  up  fishing,  while  I  continued 
with  comfort  (fishing  with  2oz.  lead),  catching  large  pout 
and  codling.  Result :  another  strong  convert.  On  re- 
turnirg,  I  again  called  on  Messrs.  Ormiston,  Old-street, 
E.C.,  and  suggested  the  wire  could  be  improved  if  we 
overcame  the  tendency  to  kink  ;  and  they  recommended 
me  the  braided  sixteen- strand  phosphor-bronze  wire,  of 
which  they  made  me  100yds.  to  test,  and,  up  to  the  present 
time,  I  find  it  works  splendidly.  I  would,  therefore,  urge 
all  sea  anglers  to  give  the  braided  wire  a  trial  ;  it  makes 
fishing  a  real  pleasure  ;  there  being  no  weight,  does  not 
hold  water,  line  going  straight  down  and  up,  and  giving 
direct  pull ;  only  one  must  have  a  large  wheel  on  rod  top, 
say  size  of  6d.,  and,  where  possible,  small  counter  sunk 
wheels  along  the  rod,  in  place  of  rings,  to  save  friction. 
Then,  with  ordinary  care,  they  wiU  agree  that  wire  lines 
take  most  of  the  labour  away  from  sea  angling. — Yours 
truly,  Arthur  Mignot  (B.S.A.S.). 


SEA.  PISHING  AT  SOUTHEND. 
Dear  Sir, — As  a  resident  in  Southend  for  many  years, 
and  ex-medical  officer  for  the  Borough,  I  should  like  to  pro- 
test against  the  remarks  of  ' '  Observer ' '  in  last  week's  issue . 
As  to  the  fishing  methods  of  your  correspondent  and  his 
friends  I  know  nothing,  but  I  do  know  that  the  reports 
published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  both  as  to  weather  and 
fishing  are  absolutely  correct,  and  I  can  further  bear 
personal  testimony  to  the  care  taken  by  your  local  corre- 
spondent to  obtain  the  latest  and  most  accurate  informa- 
tion. Of  course,  anyone  who  knows  Southend  must  be 
aware  that  the  pier  is  not  the  best  or  nearly  the  best 
fishing  station,  and  that  although  very  good  fish  are  often 
taken  from  the  extension,  the  best  come  as  a  rule  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Low  Way  Buoy.  As  to  the  basket- 
ing of  immature  fish,  I  am  sure  every-  sportsman  wUl 
entirely  agree  with  "  Observer." — Yours  faithfully, 

Albert  Morris,  M.R.C.S. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  SOUTHEND. 
Dear  Sir, — Does  your  correspondent  "Observer" 
mean  to  infer  that  Mr.  Hussey's  reports  concerning 
fishing  here  are  not  correct.  If  so,  I  will  venture  to  con- 
tradict him.  I  have  known  that  gentleman  for  many  years 
as  an  enthusiastic  amateur  sea  fisherman,  and  know  how 
carefully  he  inquires  so  as  to  get  the  information  he  sends 
you  correct,  no  matter  whether  on  pier  or  boat  fishing.  If 
you  will  insert  this,  you  will  oblige — Your  obedient 
servant,  Frank  Moore 

(Boatman,  Soathend-on-Sea). 

CAPTURE  OF  IMMATURE  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — If  anything  could  have  given  Southend 
anglers  greater  pleasure  than  "  Dragnet's  "  visit,  it  is  the 
fact  that  he  has  been  good  enough  to  testify  in  your 
widely-read  columns  to  the  manner  in  which  so-called 
sportsmen  basket  undertized  fish,  or,  as  he  humorously 
puts  it,  "dabs  quite  two  inches  in  length."  That  in 
trying  to  put  an  end  to  this  sport  we  should  be  assured 
of  your  sympathy  and  assistance  goes  without  saying  ; 
but  really  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  such  a  desirable  end 
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was  to  be  attained,  as  ocular  demonstration  is  necessary  to 
realise  tlie  extent  of  the  evil.  A  few,  however  good  their 
intentions  may  be,  could  do  little  or  nothing.  Now  that 
complaints  have  been  made  by  "  Dragnet  "  and 
"Observer"  in  your  columns,  and  a  personal  appeal 
has  been  made  to  me  in  the  matter,  it  has  been  decided, 
after  consultation  with  Mr.  Alderman  Dennis,  to  formally 
approach  the  Mayor  of  Southend  (F.  F.  Ramuz,  Esq.) 
on  the  subject.  That  his  worship  personally  will  do  all  he 
can  I  feel  certain,  as  he  is  a  real  good  sportsman,  but 
whether  he  and  the  corporation  have  power  to  interfere  is 
another  matter ;  the  fact  is,  sir,  we  want  a  marine 
Mundella  Act,  or  something  of  the  sort,  to  deal 
with  scandals  of  this  kind.  The  damage  done  to 
sea  fishing  by  line  fishermen  is,  of  course,  trifling 
compared  with  that  done  by  nets.  On  this  subject  I  am 
collecting  further  information,  which  I  hope  to  lay  before 
your  readers  later  on,  but  when  one  can  buy  soles  at  one 
penny  per  pair  it  is  clearly  necessary  that  the  efforts 
which  have  been  made  in  the  past  to  prevent  the  capture 
of  immature  fish  should  be  vigorously  kept  up  if  the  next 
generation  are  to  have  any  sea  fish  at  all. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Chaelks  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.), 

THE  STONE  FLY,  &c. 

Sir, — I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  allow  me  to  say  a 
few  words  re  Mr.  MaUoch's  letter,  in  your  issue  of  the 
2l8tinst.,  on  the  subject  of  the  stone  fly. 

You  may  remember  that  in  my  letter  to  you  of,  I  think, 
the  2nd  inst.,  I  vrrote  about  the  fly  on  its  emergence  from 
the  caddis  case.  Now,  at  this  period  of  its  existence  the 
fly  is  a  helpless  creature  ;  true,  it  can  crawl,  but  as  for 
flying  it  is  quite  impossible,  as  its  wings  are  not  more  than, 
I  should  say,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long,  and  its  body  is 
heavy.  Even  at  this  early  period  of  its  existence  as  a 
stone  fly,  it  is  absolutely  without  cover  of  any  kird.  The 
fly  remains  under  the  stone,  and  does  not  emerge  therefrom 
until  it  has  reached  maturity,  but  when  it  does  come  forth 
"  on  its  own,"  it  is  difiicult  to  recognise  in  the  handsome 
creature  the  awkward  and  ungainly  looking  insect  of  a  few 
days  before.  Now  is  the  time  it  makes  its  way  over  the 
cobbles  to  the  grass  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  when  it 
gets  there,  if  the  weather  is  nice  and  warm,  it  is  ever  on 
the  move. 

I  have  watched  ib  take  to  flight,  whioh  is  in  the 
direction  of  the  wind,  if  there  is  any  at  the  time  ;  it  takes 
this  direction,  I  believe,  not  from  choice  always,  but 
because  it  cannot  help  itself.  Its  flight  is,  as  Mr.  Malloch 
truly  says,  peculiar,  sideways  in  fact.  It  does  not  appear 
to  possess  the  power  of  changing  the  direction  of  its  flight, 
always  going  in  a  bee-line ;  nor  does  its  sight  appear  to  be 
good  when  on  the  wing,  for  if  it  meets  with  an  obstruction 
it  goes  flop  against  it. 

You  will  notice  that  Mr.  Malloch  in  his  letter  does  not 
introduce  us  to  the  fly  until  it  has  reached  maturity,  and 
80  presumably  he  has  yet  to  learn  of  its  existence  under 
the  stones. 

As  to  the  statement  about  the  back  splitting  and  the 
fly  crawling  out,  with  all  respect  to  Mr.  M.,  the  less  said 
about  it  the  better.  I  will  only  say  I  have  at  various 
times  observed  thousands  of  stone  flies  crawling  about  in 
the  grass  and  up  the  stems,  but  I  have  never  seen  any 
back  splitting  going  on,  nor  have  I  observed  any  covering 
on  the  insect  at  this  stage  of  its  existence,  for  the  excellent 
reason  its  case  had  been  left  under  one  of  the  stones  in 
the  vicinity. 

There  is  absolutely  no  affinity  between  the  "  creeper  " 
and  the  stone  fly,  as,  I  submit,  the  results  which  I  have 
already  given  you  of  my  observations  fully  prove.  I  have 
a  theory  regarding  the  "  creeper,"  but  as  it  is  only  theory 
I  withhold  it. 

You  were  therefore  quite  right  in  your  statement 
regarding  the  larvae  of  the  stone  fly,  and  I  hope  you  will 
continue  telling  jour  readers,  when  necessary,  that  that 
larvee  is  the  caddis. — Your  sincerely,         J.  Hudson. 

[Things  are  getting  a  bit  mixed,  so  we  hope  to  give  in 
an  early  number  illustrations  of  the  Stone  Fly  and  May 
Fly,  and  of  their  larvas. — Ed.] 


A  CURIOUS  TROUT. 
SiE, — I  think  it  may  be  of  interest  to  your  fishing 
readers,  as  well  as  to  naturalists  generally,  to  see  some 
particulars  concerning  the  111b.  "  trout  "  caught  in  Loch 
Tay  on  the  opening  day.  The  fish  is  bright,  almost  like  a 
fresh  run  salmon.  It  is  short  in  length,  broad,  and  firm. 
The  head  marks  on  the  cheeks,  and  absolutely  straight 
tail,  are  distinctive  salmon  features,  while  the  body  has 
trout  markings,  and  the  fins  are  those  of  the  "brown 
trout. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  "  hybrid  " — perhaps  someone  can 
say  whether  this  be  so  or  not. — Yours  truly, 
^  Killin  Hotel,  Perthshire.         Robert  C.  Clephan. 

[We  see  it  stated  in  the  evening  papers  that  the  fish  was 
a  bull  trout.— Ed.] 

FLA.T  FISH. 
Dkak  Sie, — There  appeared  in  the  Fif<hing  Gazette, 
Jan.  14,  p.  29,  the  outlines  of  a  lecture  upon  "  Flat  Fish." 
"Those  dealt  with  were  the  most  popular  examples  con- 
tained in  two  groups,  those  which  have  eyes  on  the  right 
side,  and  those  which  have  them  on  the  left  side  of  the 
head.  The  jjuculiar  construction  of  the  jaw  was  explained, 
both  technically  and  in  a  manner  likewise  easily  under- 
stood by  the  non-scientific  portion  of  the  audience  by 
means  of  diagrams  which  the  lecturer  exhibited."  The 
halibut  was  mentioned  as  being  taken  at  great  depths  by 
long  lines,  and  that  the  long,  rough  dab  was  like  a  turbot 
(halibut,  if  you  please),  but  was  distinguished  from  it  by 
having  fewer  rays  in  the  back  tin.  The  turbot,  "the 
pheasant  of  the  water  "  (sea  pheasant,  by  the  authorities), 
was  of  a  tubby  shape.    One  would  have  thought  the 


lecturer  had  before  him  the  Trigla  hirundo,- tho  tnhhy, 
tubbot,  tubfish,  the  sipphirine  gurnard.  The  brill,  the 
lecturer  informed  the  audience,  resembled  the  turbot  in 
every  other  particular  except  that  the  front  of  the  back  fin 
was  not  sloped  down  as  in  the  latter,  but  stuck  up  like  a 
cock's  comb.  It  would  have  been  far  better  to  have  shown  the 
difference  than  the  resemblance.  The  tnrbot  being  a  round 
fish,  smooth  under  surface,  upper  surface  studded  all  over 
with  osseous  tubercles,  and  the  whole  fish  totally  free  from 
scales ;  whereas  the  brill  is  an  oval  fish,  the  upper  surface 
of  the  body  is  smooth,  without  any  osseous  tubercles, 
and  dotted  all  over  with  beautiful  pearly  specks  or  stars, 
and  both  the  upper  and  lower  surface  are  a  mass  of  scales. 
The  dab  and  sole  were  next  dealt  with,  instruction  being 
given  how  to  tell  a  true  sole  from  a  lemon  sole.  This 
sounds  very  scientific,  seeing  the  difference  in  the  two  fish 
are  so  very  positive,  viz.,  the  true  sole  in  shape  is  an 
oblong  oval  body,  thick  and  plump,  all  the  upper  side  of 
the  body  is  dark  brown,  scales  edged  with  a  deeper  tint, 
the  pectoral  fin  tipped  with  black,  the  under  surface 
white.  The  lemon  sole  is  wider  in  proportion  than  the 
common  sole,  but  smaller  in  length,  is  nicely  marked 
upon  the  orange-brown  skin  with  spots  of  a  rather  pretty 
brown,  some  of  a  large  size  of  ashy  grey,  and  on  the 
under  side  of  the  head  some  pretty  blue  spots ;  on  the 
pectoral  fin  when  spread  out  a  black  patch  appears, 
looking  like  the  wings  of  a  butterfly.  Our  situation  with 
regard  to  plaice  is  very  cheering.  All  the  large  ones  were 
not  all  caught  as  prognosticated  in  1873,  even  if  they  do 
come  from  Icelandic  coasts.  That  certainly  was  a 
remarkable  and  record  catch  those  two  flounders  by  the 
lecturer — both  the  same  weight,  on  the  same  day,  in  the 
same  water,  one  being  light  and  the  other  left  eyed.  In 
a  former  lecture  it  was  stated  that  the  bone  of  the  garfish 
after  being  cooked  turned  green ;  it  is  naturally  green,  and 
seen  best  when  the  fish  is  fresh. 

P.S. — Allow  me  to  say,  for  and  on  behalf  of  myself  and 
fellow  "  dabs,"  and  others  of  the  finny  tribes,  a  word  to 
those  who  feel  so  interested  in  our  welfare  inasmuch  we 
should  not  be  destroyed  in  our  infantile  days,  that  there 
is  an  Act,  that  appears  to  be  unrepealed,  on  our  behalf,  it 
is  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act  1  Geo.  1,  c.  18,  wh^re  it 
is  forbidden  to  bring  to  shore  in  England,  sell,  or  expose 
for  sale,  or  exchange  for  any  other  goods,  any  unsizeable 
fish,  that  is  to  say :  Turbot,  16in.  ;  brill,  14in.  ;  codling, 
12in.  ;  whiting,  Cin. ;  bass  or  mullet,  12in.  ;  sole.  Sin.  ; 
plaice  or  dab,  8in.  ;  flounder,  7in.  I  cannot  ascertain 
whether  this  Act  has  ever  been  enforced,  but  we  do  hope 
all  those  who  do  object  to  us  being  taken  so  small  will 
kindly  keep  these  measurements  to  the  front,  and  set  the 
example  by  taking  none  of  us  less  than  the  size  set  down 
for  the  future,  as  latterly  there  has  been  a  deal  of 
slaughter  going  on  among  our  dear  infants,  and  from 
remarks  we  hear  made,  with  pleasure,  when  they  change 
to  another  atmosphere. — Yours  truly.        Smear  Dab. 


PISHING  ON  THE  TORRIDGE.  _ 
Sir, — As  I  hope  to  spend  a  few  days  in  April  on  the 
upper  Torridge,  hear  Shebbear,  may  I  beg  for  some 
information  ?  Is  the  trout  fishing  free,  by  ticket  or  by 
permission,  and  to  whom  must  application  be  made  ? 
What  flies  are  best  in  April,  and  are  waders  necessary  or 
permitted  ?  I  should  be  extremely  obliged  for  this  and 
any  other  information. 

I  should  also  be  very  glad  to  know,  on  reliable  authority, 
if  Padstow  is  a  good  sea  fishing  station  for  August,  and  if 
at  the  same  time  salmon  fishing  can  be  worked. 

In  the  all  important  matter  of  summer  holidays  "  one 
who  has  been  "  to  any  given  place  is  a  better  guide  than 
"  one  who  hears." — Faithfully  yours, 

H.  F.  Dkvis  (B.S.A.S.). 


THE  MIDLAND  COUNTIES'  FISH  CULTURE 
ESTABLISHMENT. 

SlE, — As  the  rainbow  trout  has  been  brought  before 
the  public  so  prominently  lately,  the  following  may  be  of 
interest  to  your  readers.  A  small  chain  of  outlying  ponds 
at  the  fishery  here  (not  used  as  a  rule)  had  trout  placed  in 
them  some  few  months  ago.  The  upper  pond  contained 
two-year-old  fario  and  Loch  Leven  trout,  the  second 
fontinalis,  the  third  rainbows  about  7in.  long,  and  the 
last  three-year-old  fario.  Owing  to  the  recent  heavy 
rains,  some  sewage  from  an  adjoining  farm  found  its  way 
into  the  upper  pond  through  an  old  agricultural  drain. 
The  consequence  was  that  of  the  trout  in  the  first  and 
fourth  ponds  many  died,  and  the  rest  were  removed  just 
in  time  to  save  them.  The  rainbows  and  fontinalis  do  not 
appear  to  have  suffered  in  the  least  j  they  feed  as  keenly 
as  ever,  and  are  thriving.  This  seems  to  suggest  that 
there  are  many  waters,  which,  owing  to  possible  contamina- 
tion, are  unsuitable  for  our  own  native  trout,  yet  might 
grow  rainbow  trout  satisfactorily. 

I  may  say  my  predecessor,  the  late  Mr.  Wm.  Burgess, 
who  was  rearing  rainbows  here  as  far  back  as  1887,  con- 
sidered them  well  suited  for  stocking  lakes  and  ponds. — 
Yours  truly,  Walter  Baily. 

The  Malvern  Wells  Fishery. 


NETTING  IN  THE  TRENT,  NOTTINGHAM. 

Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  say  the  case  stated  by  your 
correspondent  re  the  above,  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  21,  is 
only  too  painfully  true.  My  society  was  formed  some 
fours  ago,  one  of  its  objects  being  to  stop  foul  practicps  in 
the  Trent,  such  as  blowing  up  by  dynamite,  skull 
dragging,  netting,  &c.  We  give  a  reward  of  £1  to  anyone 
giving  information  that  will  lead  to  a  convicticm  of 
persons  caught.  Such  reward  was  paid  by  my  society  to 
P.C-  Bradbury,  of  Colwick,  for  taking  two  men  blowing 
up  fish  in  the  water  of  the  Colwick  Park  Race  Committee ; 
also  to  P.C.  Marriott,  of  Lenton,  for  two  men  netting'  at 


Beeston  Bend — and  we  are  gHll  anxious  to  pay  again  for 
the  conviction  of  these  "  spoilers  "  ;  but,  sir,  what  are  we 
to  do  if  all  anglers  who  observe  these  things, as  "Working 
Man  Angler  "  must  have  done,  will  not  give  the  necessary 
information  to  convict  these  people  ?  If  your  corre- 
spondent will  make  himself  known  to  me  I  shall  be  muca 
obliged  to  him. 

I  may  say  we  are  making  full  inquiries  info  the  matter. 
Several  letters  have  appeared  in  the  Notiinrjham  Daily 
Qnarclian  upon  the  subject,  one  from  Mr.  Gaskell, 
president  of  the  Wellington  Society. 

I  may  add  that  Mr.  Eddowes,  of  the  Trent  Fishery 
Board,  is  only  too  anxif  us  to  prosecute  if  only  proper 
evidence  can  be  brought  forward. — Yours  respectfully,  . 

Hy.  HoLLls  (Secretary  Nottingham  Anglers'  I 
Protection  Association).  ^ 

181,  Denman-street,  Radford,  Nottingham. 


THE  LARGE  TROUT  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  laid  the  whole  of  the  corr& 
spondence  relating  to  the  kind  gift  of  trout,  and  placing  of 
same  in  the  Thames,  before  the  executive  of  this  society 
last  evening,  and  I  was  instructed  officially  and  formally  to 
tender  to  you  and  Messrs.  Corrie  the  best  thanks  of  the 
society  for  the  gift  and  the  trouble  taken  to  ensure  the 
proper  placing  of  the  fish  in  their  new  home. — I  am,  dear 
sir,  yours  very  truly,  H.  W.  Higgins 

(Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Angling  Preservation 

Jan.  25.  Society). 


FINS  OF  FISH  GROWING  AGAIN. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  time  ago  a  friend  and  myself  caught 
a  number  of  small  pike,  spinning  in  private  waters,  and 
returned  them  marked  in  the  following  manner  by  cutting 
"  one  spine  from  the  middle  of  the  back  fin,"  and  have 
since  then  caught  a  large  number  from  the  same  water, 
but  never  found  one  with  the  above  mark. 

Can  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers  inform  me  if 
you  think  it  possible  for  the  fin  to  grow  together  again  ? 
A  reply  through  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  greatly  oblige— 
Yours  truly,  A.  E.  Kemp. 

[There  can  be  little  doubt,  we  think,  that  the  fins  of  fish 
which  have  been  torn  or  cut  heal  up  and  grow  together. 
We  have  a  rather  striking  example  in  the  shape  of  a  small 
pike  off  which  some  larger  relative  had  bitten  not  only  the 
tail,  but  all  the  flesh  and  bones  up  to  the  dorsal  and  anal 
fins.  Yet  the  wound  had  closed  up,  and  a  new  tail  was 
growing  when  the  unlucky  fish  was  killed  by  a  heron.  It 
was  sent  to  us  some  years  ago,  and  we  had  it  carefully  set 
up  and  put  in  a  glass  case.  Dr.  Giinther,  in  his  "  Study 
of  Fishes,"  refers  to  the  power  of  fish  to  in  some  measure 
repair  and  even  reproduce  damaged  or  lost  fins,  and  Dr. 
Francis  Day,  in  his  "  British  Fishes,"  says,  "  Fin  rays, 
when  broken,  may  again  unite  ;  if  lost,  they  may  likewise 
occasionally  be  reproduced,  but  often  in  an  incomplete 
manner." — Ed.]   

METHYLATED  SPIRIT  v.  FORMALIN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  letter  of  Dec.  17  I  did  not  in  any 
way  disparage  formalin  as  a  bait  preservative  pure  and 
simple.  What  I  complained  of  was  my  inability,  on 
repeated  trials,  to  run  pike  with  sprats  preserved  in  it, 
although  the  baits  themselves  were  in  appearance  every- 
thing that  could  be  desired.  I  concluded  something 
objectioiiable  must  be  given  off,  which  in  some  way  caused 
the  fish  to  fight  shy. 

Mr.  J.  Napier  Sutton,  in  his  interesting  reply,  put  this 
down  to  the  pike's  uncertain  times  of  feeding  and  its 
vagaries,  and  suggested  the  same  result  would  have 
obtained  if  the  order  of  baiting  had  been  reversed.  The 
motionless  formalih  bait  deliberately  seized  and  chewed 
under  Mr.  Sutton's  observation  supports  this  view,  but  I 
cannot  accept  it  as  conclusive. 

I  wrote  in  the  hope  that  some  of  your  readers  had 
experimented  after  the  fashion  I  did,  and  would  give  us 
their  finding. 

During  the  past  twenty  years  I  have  used  many  kinds  of 
baits,  natural  and  artificial,  and  tackles  of  all  descriptions, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  a  medium  sized  sprat,  preserved  in 
methylated  spirit,  impaled  on  a  good  spinner  (the  Abbey 
Mills  for  choice)  meets  all  the  requirements,  as  a  bait,  of 
the  pike  spinner  of  the  present  day. — Yours  faithfully, 

Anti-Gorge. 

[Although  we  should  not  like  to  say  it  was  the  fault  of 
the  formalin,  yet  we  thought  it  strange  that  when  spinning 
for  pike  in  a  trout  stream  last  summer,  not  a  fish  was 
taken  with  the  sprat  preserved  in  formalin,  although  it 
was  tried  for  hours,  and  in  water  where  we  caught  many 
pike  with  an  artificial  bait. — Ed.] 


AVON  AND  ERME  FISHING  ASSOCIATION. 
Dear  Sir, — The  following  notice  will  probably  interest 
many  of  your  readers  who  have  fished  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  held  at  Brent  on  the  13th  inst., 
some  of  the  rules  were  altered  to  the  following  effect  : 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hare,  seconded  by  Sir  Outhbert 
Peek,  Bart.,  it  was  resolved  that  day  tickets  should  be 
abolished,  that  the  price  of  weekly  tickets  be  raised  to 
10s.,  of  monthly  tickets  to  £1,  and  of  season  tickets  to 
£2,  and  that  the  number  of  season  tickets  (other  than 
landowners'  and  occupiers'  tickets)  be  limited  to  thirty, 
and  that  not  more  than  two  monthly  tickets  and  five 
weekly  tickets  should  be  running  at  the  same  time. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  the  present  ticket  holders  of 
the  association  who  apply  to  renew  their  tickets  on  or 
before  Feb.  15  should  be  preferred  to  other  applicants,  and 
that  all  tickets  should  be  issued  by  the  secretary  (C.  E, 
Turner,  Esq.,  Salcombe,  Kingsbridge).— Yours  faithfully, 

F.  Howard, 


February  4,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


r/3 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  paper. 

Spring  Salmon  Lures  *    fi9 

The  late  Mr.  William  Black    69 

Big  Fish  in  an  old  Duck  Decoy    70 

Some  Illustrations  from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery 

Prospectus    70 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society    70 

Angling  Notes  in  Australia    71 

Trout  Hunting  in  Fatherland   72 

The  Eeappearance  of  Izaak  Walton    73 

Warner's  Patent  "  Handy  "  Gut-Book  Case   74 

The  Lower  and  Mid-Thamea    74 

Fly  Dresser's  Library    75 

Eeports  from  Eivera   77 

Reports  from  Clubs      ...     ..  79 

Jottings  by  the  Way   82 

Notes  from  the  North    83 

Provincial  Notes   83 

Correspondence   85 


NOTICE. 


The  FiSHlua  Gazette  Is  pnbliBhed  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Bookstalls 
and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Commanications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  <fec.,  should  be  addressed 
to  E.  B.  Maeston,  Editor  of  the  Fishins  Qazbttb,  St. 
Dnnstan's  Honse,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Oorrespondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 
Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
communications. 

Terms  of  SnbscrlpUoit. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  Honse,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

?or  One  Tear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto   

„  Three  Months        ditto  ditto   

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 
including  postage  

Scale  of  Cbar^es  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  16  0 

\  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page   15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  Life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  ADVieaTiSEMENT  Manaseb,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegfrapliio  Address— "  BIVSAM,  London." 
TELEPHONE,  No.  83  Holborn. 


lOs.  6d. 
5b.  4d. 
2s.  8d. 

128.  6d. 


—  me  — 

WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPOEATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 
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'SPRING  SALMON  LURES. 


Peobablt  no  subject  occupies  the  mind  of  the 
early  spring  angler,  next  to  that  of  where  he  is  to 
fish,  as  that  of  what  he  is  to  fish  with.  Of  course 
the  fly  is  the  lure  of  lures,  and,  in  spite  of  all 
temptations  to  the  contrary,  still  holds  universal 
sway  as  the  chief  lure  in  the  getting  of  salmon ; 
but  there  are  times  and  places  when  other  lures 
can  be  substituted  with  more  success,  and  he  is 
very  narrow  indeed  who  does  not  recognise  this, 
although  from  reasons  best  known  to  himself  he 
may  not  practise  it.  That  there  are  some  keen 
sportsmen,  and  good  all-round  men  to  boot,  who 
still  stick  tenaciously  to  the  fly,  and  the  fly  alone, 
in  season  and  out  of  season,  goes  without  saying; 
but  their  ranks  are  thinning  year  by  year,  and  in 
these  later  days  have  nearly  reached  vanishing 
point  altogether. 

It  is  very  comforting  to  occasionally  come 
across  one  of  the  very  old  school,  and  hear  his 
affectionate  eulogies  on  the  supremacy  of  the  fly, 
declaring  his  belief,  confirmed  by  actual  ex- 
perience,  that  he  can  hold  his  own  against  all 
comers  with  the  fly,  and  the  fly  alone,  that  he 
desires  no  other  lure,  and  will  have  no  other.  We 
may  not  agree  with  him  on  the  main  question 


even,  but  it  is  ours  to  listen  and  his  to  dogmatise ; 
and  when  he  breaks  out  on  the  demon  of  the 
minnow-can,  the  phantom  and  the  Devon  spinner, 
the  prawn  and  the  spoon  bait  fisher,  he  is  really 
beautiful.  What  a  field  he  has  to  tilt  at,  and 
how  he  does  go  at  it!  His  arguments  against  his 
opponents'  methods  may  be  stale,  may  have  been 
exploited  long  ago,  may  have  been  given  up  as 
untenable  and  one-sided,  but  in  his  mouth  they 
are  invested  with  a  freshness  which,  if  not  con 
vincing,  is  at  least  attractive,  and  commands  a 
certain  measure  of  sympathy. 

As  a  rule  the  average  up-to-date  salmon  angler 
prefers  the  fly,  when  the  chances  are  in  its 
favour,  only  calling  in  the  services  of  the  spinning 
rod  as  a  rest,  or  under  conditions  which  entirely 
put  the  fly  out  of  court,  such  as  a  heavy  water 
coloured  deeply,  or  teeming  with  ice  floes.  When 
he  does  not  interfere  with  his  neighbour  over  the 
way,  from  the  narrowness  of  the  stream,  or  other 
cause,  then  he  may  suit  himself ;  but,  when  a 
spinning  bait  disturbs  the  joint  right  in  a  common 
salmon  pool,  from  the  one  using  it  and  the  other 
not,  then  it  is  only  but  courteous  and  sportsman 
like,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  to  discard  it 
and  stick  to  the  fly  alone,  purely  out  of  regard  to 
the  other's  sensibilities.  Opinions  on  salmon  and 
salmon  angling  lures  will  difEer  as  long  as  the 
world  lasts.  There  may  not  be  much  in  the  idea 
of  disturbing  salmon  by  putting  a  phantom  over 
them,  more  than  in  disturbing  them  by  jerking  a 
large  salmon  fly  after  the  same  manner,  as  far  as 
the  salmon  really  are  concerned  ;  but  as  long  as 
such  an  idea  exists  in  the  minds  of  g^tlemen 
worthy  of  due  respect,  so  long  should  such  ideas 
be  duly  humoured  by  those  sharing  joint  rights. 
We  join  issues  with  the  dear  old  school  thus  far, 
and  would  urge  upon  all  true  sportsmen,  when 
they  find  themselves  thus  placed,  to  stick  to  the 
line  of  least  offence,  and  adopt  the  fly,  and  the 
fly  alone,  when  there  is  any  trouble  likely  to  be 
caused  in  the  opposite  camp. 

No  better  instance  of  the  efiBcacy  of  the  fly 
could  be  given  than  that  which  took  place  on  a 
section  of  the  Dee  last  spring.  On  the  one  side 
the  Oarlogie  party  used  the  fly,  and  the  fly  alone, 
and  killed  some  sixty  fish,  most  of  them  being 
sot  by  Mr.  Haslam,  the  lessee,  and  Mr.  G.  M. 
Kelson,  his  guest.  The  other  side  of  the  river 
was  fished  by  three  rods  from  "  morn  to  dewy 
eve  "  with  everything,  yet  they  got  little  more 
than  a  third  of  the  sport  which  Mr.  Haslam's 
party  secured,  in  spite  of  the  persecution  they 
were  put  to  from  the  others  "  perpetually  being 
in  front  of  them  with  a  shower  of  phantoms,"  as 
Mr.  Haslam  put  it.  That  he  was  nettled  in  the 
extreme  he  did  not  try  to  hide,  but  he  had  to 
grin  and  bear,  and  take  consolation  from  the  fact 
that  he  was  killing  two  fish  to  their  one,  in  spite 
of  their  army  of  spinning  baits. 

This  instance,  without  referring  in  the  least  to 
the  merits  of  the  case,  is  another  proof  that  fish 
are  not  so  easily  scared  as  most  anglers  seem  to 
imagine,  and  especially  those  who  stick  religiously 
to  the  fly,  and  the  fly  alone.  It  only  shows  that 
the  fly  was  preferred  to  the  phantom  even  in  a 
small,  clear  water,  and  when  dealing  chiefly  with 
potted  fish,  and  that  the  prawn  was  nowhere  (for 
it  was  also  en  evidence)  under  very  favourable 
conditions  for  introducing  it ;  and,  above  all,  that 
neither  the  phantom,  Devon,  or  prawn,  used  con- 
staaitly  by  the  one  party,  interfered  much, 
if  any,  with  the  other's  sport.  It  reminds 
us  of  the  dictum  of  the  late  Mr.  Fred  Pickop 
(latterly  Pickop-Dnttoa),  a  famous  salmon  angler 
of  universal  experience,  wherever  salmon  were  to 
be  got,  and  money  could  purchase  the  right  to 
kill  them,  that  the  popular  idea  of  disturbing 
a  salmon  pool  by  fishing  it  with  a  spinning  bait, 
or  any  other  lure,  was  "bosh  of  the  first  water." 
He  often  put  his  belief  into  actual  practice,  and 
when  the  fish  were  "  dour,"  and  off  the  rise,  he 
set  his  gillies  to  stone  the  pools  to  "stir  them 
up,"  as  he  said,  and  was  frequently  successful  in 
iHuding  a  fish  within  an  hour  of  a  good  stoning. 
We  have  seen  him  at  the  job,  and  although  we 
neither  care  to  try  it  ourselves,  nor  recommend  it 
to  others,  yet  the  fact  remains  all  the  same  that 
Mr.  Pickop  rather  liked  disturbance  than  other- 
wise. 

The  number  of  spring  flies  is  legion.  If  the 
apostolic  'plaint,  that  the  making  of  hooks  is  a 
weariness  of  the  flesh,  holds  good  in  the  present 
age,  truly  the  application  of  such  a  truism  may 
without  cavil  be  applied  to  the  making  of  salmon 


flies.  Every  district  has  its  own  clientele,  every 
river  its  own  local  patterns,  and  every  gillie  or 
keeper  his  own  local  favourites.  Yet  a  goodly 
list  of  standard  flies  have  held  their  own  from 
time  immemorial  one  might  confidently  assert,  in 
spite  of  the  eternal  round  of  competition,  and  are 
universally  adopted  more  or  less  wherever  salmon 
are  looked  for.  Of  these,  the  best  known 
are  the  Jock  Scott,  the  Eagles  (of  various 
colours),  the  Akroyd,  the  Butcher,  the  Bumble, 
Childers,  Druggist,  Dunkeld,  Durham  Ranger,  and 
other  Rangers,  Dusty  Miller,  Gordon,  Highlander, 
Herons  by  the  dozen,  Jeannies,  Jockies,  and 
March  Browns  by  the  score ;  while  the  Popham, 
Rintoul,  and  the  Doctors  (silver,  black,  and 
grey)  must  not  be  omitted  from  any  list ;  and 
white,  red,  and  turkey  wings  will  be  found  in 
almost  every  fly  book,  as  they  assuredly  are  in 
every  salmon  fly  list. 

There  are  over  200  named  salmon  flies  known 
to  Scotch  anglers,  and  some  forty  or  fifty  of  these 
more  or  less  applicable  to  each  of  the  more 
famous  salmon  streams,  such  as  the  Tay,  the  Dee, 
or  the  Spey  ;  but  we  are  confident  that  with  an 
assortment  of  the  various  sizes,  say,  from  2  to  4/0 
(half  a  dozen  of  each),  of  those  named  above,  the 
early  spring  angler  may  risk  going  anywhere. 

The  same  big  patterns  are  not  now  so  much  in 
vogue  as  was  once  the  case.  At  one  time  it  was 
the  current  belief  that  nothing  less  than  a  3in. 
or  a  4in.  iron  would  kill  a  spring  salmon,  and  the 
idea  of  reducing  the  size  of  the  lure  as  the 
temperature  rose  was  little  thought  of.  The 
general  practice  was  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  fly 
as  the  season  advanced  ;  and  with  the  advent  of 
summer,  or  very  small  waters  at  any  other  time, 
to  cease  salmon  angling  altogether.  Matters  are 
better  understood  now  at  the  waterside,  and  the 
season  is  not  many  weeks  old  till  the  smaller 
patterns  are  freely  requisitioned.  Of  course,  in 
frosty  weather  in  heavy  waters,  and  of  an  evening 
at  all  times,  the  largest  patterns  in  the  book  or 
fly  case  must  not  be  neglected. 

In  these  northern  altitudes  there  is  a  long  twi- 
light in  the  early  spring  time,  called  by  some  the 
"  angler's  chance,"  and  very  appropriately  too, 
for  it  is  often  the  only  chance  he  gets  in  the 
round  of  the  clock  for  days  and  weeks  on  end. 
Should  he  miss  this  last  cast  he  misses  the  best 
chances  of  the  day,  and  many  experienced  anglers 
will  rather  want  their  dinner  for  an  hour  than 
forego  the  opportunity  of  being  at  the  water- 
side when  the  sun  commences  to  dip  into  the 
western  horizon,  and  for  as  long  after  as 
they  can  see  to  cast  across  the  pool.  It 
is  then  that  a  big  Eagle  (white),  or  a 
Gordon,  or  a  Heron  (with  turkey  wing)  is 
requisitioned  from  amongst  the  largest  patterns, 
in  the  book,  and,  betaking  himself  to  the  head  of 
some  favourite  pool,  he  will  carefully  cover  the 
dark  and  swiftly  flowing  current  with  just  as 
much  line  as  will  reach  over  the  fatal  "  lie."  A 
flash  in  the  growing  darkness,  a  tug,  and  the 
bend  of  the  rod  proclaims  to  the  expectant  gillie 
that  his  prognostications  of  "  a  fish  "  are  about 
to  be  realised.  It  is  then  that  he  forgets  the 
relative  positions  of  master  and  servant  for  the 
nonce,  and  assumes  the  command.  It  is  then  that 
familiarities  are  indulged  in,  nay,  welcomed.  The 
deepening  gloom  has  whetted  his  local  knowledge 
of  the  difiiculties  in  the  way ;  and  the  "  keep  up 
your  rod  here,  sir,"  "  mind  your  feet  there,  sir," 
"  keep  him  off  the  other  bank,"  "  mind  the  kelpie- 
stone,"  "  this  side  of  it,  sir,"  and  so  on,  until  the 
steel  is  home,  and  Sandy  or  Donald,  knee  deep, 
wades  out  with  a  wriggling,  silvery  beauty  of 
101b.  or  so,  and  saves  the  day  from  another 
blank.  G.  M. 


THE  LATE  MR.  WILLIAM  BLACK. 


"  Not  only  by  his  novels  did  Mr.  Black  add  to 
my  enjoyment  of  life.  He  used  to  rent  the  Oykel 
for  spring  fishing,  and  invited  me  to  go,  weather 
permitting.  The  March  weather  did  not  permit ; 
there  was  frost  and  snow.  But  heavy  warm  rain 
fell  in  Edinburgh,  and  I  telegraphed  to  Brighton 
and  went  north,  being  joined  by  my  host  at 
Inverae&s.  We  had  a  week — delightful  to  me — 
together,  in  a  little  bleak  lodge,  separated  from 
the  road  by  the  stream.  She  was  in  good  order, 
and  we  actually  caught  salmon,  shining  from  the 
Kyle  whereby  Montrose  met  his  last  defeat. 
Partly  that  I  might  have  the  best  of  it,  partly 
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because  he  was  rather  languid  from  an  illness,  Mr. 
Black  did  not  show  much  keenness.  There  was  a 
gillie,  as  lithe,  and  nearly  as  lone,  as  a  salmon  rod, 
who  ran  up  to  his  cast  as  Mr.  Kortright  runs  up 
to  the  wicket,  and  threw  a  monstrous  long  line. 
He  could  cover  a  swirl  in  the  big  pool  which  we 
could  not  dream  of  reaching,  and  always  got  a 
fish  out  of  it.  Mr.  Black  and  I  had  one  other 
difference :  he  was  very  light  on  a  fish,  whereas  I 
believed  in  more  strenuous  measures,  though  never 
so  hard  on  them  as  a  lady  of  my  friends,  who 
drags  a  fifteen  pounder  forth  with  the  scantest 
ceremony.  The  gillies  sided  with  him,  but  in 
their  hearts  I  suspected  them  of  believing  in  the 
butt.  That  was  one  of  the  weeks  which  I  should 
be  glad  to  live  over  again." — Mr.  Andrew  Lang 
in  Longman's  Magazine. 


'     BIG  FISH  IN  AN  OLD  DUCK 
DECOY. 

{Continued  from  page  56.) 

Fortunately  I  had  a  spare  top  joint  to  replace 
the  broken  one  of  the  Captain's  rod ;  so  I  fitted 
him  up  again  with  new  snap  tackle  and  a  live 
bait,  then  left  him  to  his  own  resources,  and  he 
was  not  long  before  he  hooked  and  landed  a  51b. 
jack.  My  companion  also  was  having  sport ;  he 
had  captured  a  couple  of  fair-sized  pike,  while  I 
was  trying  round  about  likely  looking  pikey 
haunts  with  paternoster.  My  dace  was  very 
soon  appropriated  by  what  seemed  to  be  a  heavy 
fish,  which,  after  some  desperate  trials  to  escape, 
giving  me  fine  sport,  I  gaffed  and  landed — a  fish  of 
IT^lh.,  in  perfect  contour  and  condition.  Thus 
we  went  on  until  past  noon,  when  we  saw  coming 
across  the  park  a  lad  with  a  basket  on  his  arm, 
and  an  earthenware  jar  in  his  hand.  This  was 
our  lunch,  so  we  gave  over  fishing  for  awhile,  and 
seated  ourselves  on  the  bole  of  an  elm  overthrown 
by  winter  storms,  and  enjoyed  the  meal  sent  us 
by  the  niece  of  the  old  Baltic  captain. 

Then  followed  the  post-prandial  pipe,  with  a 
"  lubrication  "  (or  two)  of  whisky,  and  we  recom- 
menced fishing.  For  more  than  an  hour  I  tried 
the  water  alongside  the  sedges  bordering  the  lake, 
when,  on  reaching  the  flood-gates,  I  got  a  fish 
of  fair  size.  My  companion  meanwhile  secured  a 
couple  just  over  the  minimum  weight,  while  the 
Captain  caught  nothing.  Thus  the  time  wore  on 
until  we  were  warned  by  a  distant  church  clock 
that  it  was  time  to  wind  up  lines,  pack  up  rods,  and 
return  to  our  inn. 

The  close  of  the  afternoon  indicated  a  frosty 
night,  and  as  we  walked  across  the  park  next 
morning  minute  icicles  glistened,  gem  like,  amid 
silver  traceries  made  by  the  hoar  frost  on  the 
leafless  trees.  It  was  a  fairy-like  scene,  dissipated 
all  too  soon  when  the  snn  gained  altitude  and 
diffused  some  warmth.  Feeling  sure  that  the 
big  fish  which  had  wrought  such  discomfiture  to 
the  Captain  would  most  probably  be  somewhere 
near  about  where  it  had  retreated  on  the  previous 
day,  I  began  fishing  the  deeps,  and  nothing  would 
induce  me  to  vacate  the  pool,  where  I  fished  on 
until  noon,  when,  in  the  waters  of  my  choice,  I 
"  struck  ile,"  my  roach  was  seized  and  savagely 
shaken,  and  the  pike  made  for  the  island  at  a 
great  rate.  The  fish  went  ahead  without  a  pause 
until  60yds.  of  line  were  run  off  my  reel,  its 
automatic  check  all  the  while  making  that 
"  music  "  so  sweet  to  an  angler's  ears.  Because  of 
the  partly  submerged  boughs  and  the  sedges 
round  the  island  I  had  to  give  the  fish  the  butt 
and  hold  on,  while  my  cane  rod  bent  as  if  it  must 
break ;  but  it  was  made  by  Carter  and  Co.,  and 
it,  with  the  salmon  gut  trace,  stood  the  test 
stanchly.  I  ran  along  the  bank,  got  a  steady 
side  pull  on  the  pike,  thus  turning  it,  and  then 
had  it  well  in  hand. 

The  fish  made  other  but  less  impetuous  rushes, 
and  next  a  detour  through  the  deeper  waters  of 
the  lake,  but  I  kept  recovering  and  winding  up 
line,  and  at  length  got  a  glimpse  of  the  fish.  I 
had  hooked  the  monster  pike  the  steward  of  the 
estate  had  previously  told  me  of,  which  had 
many  times  been  hooked,  but  always  escaped  by 
smashing  his  would  be  capturers'  tackles,  so  seeing 
the  "tough  customer"  I  had  to  fight  and  subdue, 
I  played  it  with  the  tightest  strain  possible  within 
the  Vjreaking  strength  of  the  line.  This  in  time 
exhausted  the  fish,  and  I  got  it  to  the  bank,  when 
on  leaning  forward  over  the  sedges  with  my  gaff 


it  again  made  a  desperate  plunge  to  escape,  but 
within  another  five  minutes  it  lay,  "  dead  beat," 
alongside  the  margin  of  the  pool.  It  was  much 
too  beautiful  a  fish  to  disfigure  by  gaffing  care- 
lessly in  its  body,  so  I  drew  the  point  of  the  gafl: 
into  (but  under)  the  pike's  lower  jaw,  dragged  it 
on  to  the  green  sward,  "  administered  the  priest," 
and  laid  the  fish  to  rest  among  moss  and  ferns. 
Then  my  companions  and  I  celebrated  the 
capture  by  going  through  the  usual  ceremony, 
viz.,  "  taking  an  observation"  through  the  bottom 
of  a  tumbler,  and  I  cared  not  for  any 
more  fishing  that  afternoon,  but  watched 
the  others  angle  and  capture  some  nice 
fish  before  we  packed  up  rods  and  tackles. 
This  big  fish  on  i-eaching  London  weighed 
3041b.  It  was  a  female,  in  perfect  con- 
dition, and  for  contour  and  colour  the  most 
elegant  I  ever  saw.  It  measured  43in.  in  length, 
and  24|in.  in  girth.  The  "  pikess  "  was  preserved 


and  set  up  by  Messrs.  Saunders  and  Son  in  their 
matchless  way,  and  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of 
the  best  specimens  that  adorn  anglers'  club-rooms. 
It  can  be  seen  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Serapis 
Angling  Society,  where  also  is  a  cast  of  it  that 
was  made  by  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  and 
painted  to  life  by  that  clever  artist,  the  late 
H.  L.  Rolfe.  Alfred  Jardine. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  wiU  lecture  on  "  Flat 
Fish "  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  on  Wednesday 
evening  next,  Feb.  8,  at  their  headquarters, 
Cannon-street  Hotel, 


SOME  ILLUSTRATIONS 
FROM  THE  WYRESDALE  FISHERY 
PROSPECTUS. 


We  have  to  thank  Captain  Peter  Ormrod,  the 
very  enterprising  proprietor  of  the  Wyresdale 
Fish  Breeding  and  Rearing  Establishment,  near 
Garstang,  Lancashire,  for  the  loan  of  some  very 
interesting  illustrations  from  his  New  Price  List 
and  Prospectus  of  the  Fishery, 

Although  the  rainbow  trout  has  been  made  a 
special  feature  of  at  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  we  are 
glad  to  know,  on  the  authority  of  Captain  Ormrod 
himself,  that  the  greatest  attention  is  given  to 
producing  in  large  numbers  our  native  trout  of 
the  best  breeds.  We  notice  in  the  price  list, 
common  trout,  Salmo  fario  (the  best  trout  in  the 
world  in  our  opinion)  Loch  Leven  trout,  sea  trout, 
salmon,  Windermere  char,  grayling,  &c.  ;  also 


the  following  coai'se  fish :  Chub,  roach,  perc 
and  dace.    So  that  all  who  are  interested  in  fis 
culture,  and  have  not  yet  seen  this  most  interes 
ing  and  admirably  produced  catalogue,  should  d' 
so. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  illustrations  we  give  a 
view  on  the  large  lake  at  the  Cleveley  Fishery, 
which  is  an  extension  of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery. 
Certainly,  Capt.  Ormrod  will  have  shortly,  if  h 
has  not  already,  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
equipped  private  fish  breeding  establishments  in 
the  world. 

Natural  Fish  Food. 
The  following  extracts  and  illustrations  a' 
also  from  the  Wyresdale  prospectus  and  pri< 
list,   and    give  greatly    mag^nified  representa- 
tions of  minute  forms  of  food  which  play 
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immensely  important  part  in  the  economy  of 
fish  life: 

YOUNG  TROUT : 
How  THET  Feed  and  how  to  Stock  Them. 
"  Very  little  being  really  known  about  what  conatitutes 
the  main  food  of  tront  and  char  fry  ard  young  trout  up  to, 
say,  the  first  six  months  of  their  existence,  a  few  remarks 
on  this  point  may  be  helpful  in  finding  out  the  times  and 
places  best  adapted  for  the  planting  of  the  different  trout 
kinds. 

"  Fishing  books  and  fishcultural  guides  give  far  too  large 
a  place  to  the  Oammaruf  jh/Iw  (the  fresh-water  shrimp 
shown  in  Figure  1)  as  a  food  for  trout. 

"It  ia  perfectly  true  that  it  is  readily  picked  np  by 
small  and  adult  trout  of  aU  sorts,  but  the  very  fact  of _  its 
being  so  easily  visible  in  the  clear  water  of  the  typical 
trout  strjam  and  the  shallow  bottoms  of  some  lakes  has 
made  us  overlook  the  host  of  small  animals  that  really 
stock  the  young  trout's  larder  to  a  very  much  larger  extent 
than doPB  the  .r/a»nma(  !<s. 

"  An  investigation  into  their  food  will  help  us  to  realise 
the  conditions  under  which  the  different  species  of  trout, 
char,  brown  trout,  and  rainbow  trout  miy  best  be  planted. 

"  The  range  of  the  char  is  the  most  restricted.  We 
find  it  in  the  very  coldest  spring  water  and  deep  clear 
lakes,  in  water  showing  little  or  no  fish  food  to  the  naked 
eye,  but  under  the  microscope  the  brown  frothy  matter, 
which  a  very  fine  meshed  silk  muslin  net  will  collect  from 


Fig.  1. — Gammarus  Pulex. 


Natural  size.    |  j 


Fig.  2. — Eagljpha  Alreotata. 


such  waters,  dissolvea  itself  into  myriada  of  beings  so 
small  as  to  be  practically  invisible  except  under  a  powerful 
glass.  Most  of  them  are  transparent,  a  few  of  greenish 
and  brownish  tint,  all  are  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
regular  shapes  like  tiny  comba,  beehives,  or  needles,  and 
all  rapidly  moving ;  the  large  class  of  Inf  usorix  and 
Diatomx,  and  may  be  classed  as  animal  cells.  They  will 
live  and  multiply  even  in  very  cold  waters  and  deep  down 
in  the  lakes. 

I      "  Fig.  2  shows  us  one  of  their  kind.    They  seem  to  form 

•  the  staple  food  of  the  very  young  chir,  and  serve  in  turn 
also  as  food  to  the  cyclops  (Fig.  .'}),  whilst  themselves 
living  on  decaying  plant  life  and  on  forms  of  life  more  akin 
to  the  plant  than  to  the  animal  kind.    (See  Fig.  4.) 

"  Brown  trout  fry  do  not  seem  to  care  for  them  much, 
but  go  from  the  beginning  for  coarser  food,  in  the  first 
place  for  the  cyclops,  to  a  smaller  extent  for  the  young 
pulex  (Fig.  1).  Both  are  very  prolific,  though  the 
gammoruM  will  not  multiply  rapidly  till  the  beginning  of 
May,  when  the  waters  of  the  lower  reaches  begins  to  warm 
up.    Winter  eggs  of  the  can  stand  any  amount 

01  old  and  great  want  of  moisture,  and  in  fact  seem  to 
thrive  better  after  having  been  touched  by  frost.    They  do 

I  not  prfKluce  the  ready-made  water  shrimp,  but  only  a  kind 
of  thrimp-larva. 

t  •  "  The  sTimmer  eggg  are  laid  every  fourth  day,  and  even 
•rery  second  and  third  day  if  the  water  warms  up  well, 

;  aai  ten  days  are  (rafficient  to  build  up  a  fresh  breeder  from 


the  newly  laid  egg.  Single  water-shrimps,  if  undisturbed, 
are  supposed  to  produce  some  13,000  millions  of  shrimps  a 
year,  but  luckily  the  trout  will  account  for  some  of  these. 

"The  Cyclops  are  less  prolific,  but  whilst  the  shrimp 
stops  laying  eggs  about  June,  the  cyclops  go  on  much 
longer ;  in  fact,  the  warm  summer  days  of  July  and 
August  see  them  at  their  best,  and  4100  millions  is  the 
usual  estimate  for  one  cyclops  family  during  a  summer. 

"  Very  few  trout  fishers  will  have  seen  a  cyclops,  fewer 
still  the  allied  kinds.  Figs.  5  and  6  (daphnia  and  cypris), 
which  are  also  at  their  best  when  water  warms  up  in 
summer.  They  are  not  easily  seen,  being  so  small.  (We 
give  the  fully-grown  animal  in  natural  size  with  each 
enlarged  drawing.)  Cyclops  do  not  readily  run  into 
millions  io  cold  brown  trout  water,  but  the  lower  reaches 
are  full  of  them  in  summer  time,  and  they  appear  in 
greenish  clouds  in  the  warmer  ponds  and  reservoirs  where 
the  rainbow  thrives." 


ANGLING  NOTES  IN  AUSTRALIA. 


The  sport  to  be  obtained  by  the  angler  in 
Australia  is  extremely  varied,  a  number  of 
different  sorts  of  fish  being  met  with,  most  of 
which  are  not  found  at  home.  To  any  fellow 
sportsman,  who  may  contemplate  a  visit  to  these 


Natural  size. 
Fig.  4.— Flagellata  (Volvox). 


Natural  size. 
Fig;  5. — Waterflea  (Daphnia). 


Natural  size. 
Fig.  6.— Cypris. 

far  distant  Colonies,  an  account  of  some  fishing  I 
have  enjoyed  there  may  prove  interesting. 

People  in  Australia  have  usually  very  little 
time  to  devote  to  the  quiet  pastime  of  angling, 
and  it  did  not  appear  to  be  an  amusement  that 
was  greatly  indulged  in.  Their  time  is  principally 
occupied  in  more  exciting  pursuits,  such  as  horse 
racing  and  money  making  generally.  However, 
for  anyone  who  takes  the  trouble  to  look  for  it 
there  is  in  most  parts  of  Australia  an  abundance 
of  fish  inhabiting  the  sea  and  rivers.  The 
harbour  of  Adelaide  I  am  only  acquainted  with 
from  stopping  there  a  few  hours  on  the  voyage 
out,  but  there  appeared  to  be  plenty  of  fish  here, 
and  we  caught  a  good  many  from  the  steamer 
without  any  trouble.  Whiting,  which  somewhat 
resembled  our  own  fish,  and  small  mackerel 
principally  made  up  our  catch. 

Melbourne  is  a  very  good  headquarters  for  the 
fisherman.  There  is  no  necessity  to  bring  out 
gear,  every  kind  of  tackle  being  readily  pur- 
chased at  the  Melbourne  Sports'  Depot,  or  at 
Messrs.  Chambers  and  Seymour's.  I  recollect  one 
day  journeying  with  a  friend  to  a  small  seaside 


town  called  Frankston,  situated  ah)Out  thirty 
miles  from  Melbourne,  which,  we  were  informed, 
was  a  good  locality  for  flathead.  This  is  a  fish 
somewhat  akin  to  our  gurnard,  only  its  head  ia 
flattened  and  armed  with  two  sharp  spines,  one  on 
each  side.  The  day  we  had  chosen  for  our  trip 
was  not  a  pleasant  one  as  regards  weather,  as 
there  was  a  hot  wind  blowing,  which  makes  one 
feel  good  for  nothing.  It  was  no  use  grumbling, 
however,  as  this  was  our  only  opportunity,  so  we 
had  to  make  the  best  of  it.  On  our  arrival,  we 
immediately  proceeded  to  the  pier,  and  after  a 
little  difficulty,  it  being  a  Bank  Holiday,  we 
managed  to  secure  a  boat.  We  knew  nothing 
about  the  best  places  for  fish,  so,  after  sailing  out 
a  little  way  from  the  shore,  we  anchored. 

It  was  some  time  before  a  bite  was  felt,  and 
that  came  to  my  line,  and  proved  to  be  a  small 
skate.  Then,  after  a  long  interval,  a  small 
shark  made  its  appearance,  which  was  speedily 
knocked  on  the  head  and  thrown  overboard. 
These  small  sharks  are  a  great  source  of  annoy- 
ance when  ground  fishing  near  the  coast,  and 
appear  to  be  mostly  of  the  man  eating  variety. 
Time  was  now  getting  on,  and  there  only  remained 
to  us  about  two  hours  before  the  train  left  for 
Melbourne,  and  we  had  not  been  veiy  successful 
so  far.  Noticing  a  boat  sailing  slowly,  in  which  a 
man  was  catching  flathead,  we  up  with  anchor  and 
adopted  the  same  tactics.  This  plan  answered 
well,  and  we  were  soon  hauling  up  flathead  two  at 
a  time.  In  the  excitement  I  got  a  prick  from  one 
of  the  spines  of  the  fish  which  made  my  finger 
bleed  considerably.  My  friend  also  was  served  in 
the  same  way.  However,  beyond  the  incon- 
venience, no  after  effects  were  felt,  and  pre- 
sumably these  spines  are  not  poisonous.  When 
extracting  the  hook  it  is  best  to  place  your  foot  on 
the  head  of  the  fish,  for,  if  handled,  it  is  almost 
certain  to  inflict  a' wound,  which,  if  not  poisonous, 
is  at  any  rate  troublesome  for  the  time.  When 
we  abandoned  operations  for  the  day  our  catch 
amounted  to  three  or  four  dozen  flathead,  and  if 
we  could  have  stayed  longer  we  should  have  taken 
a  lot  more.  For  flathead  the  best  lure  is  a  piece 
of  the  same  fish,  and  the  boat  should  drift  slowly 
over  the  ground,  the  baits  just  touching  the 
sandy  bottom.  When  cooked  the  next  morning 
our  fish  tasted  exceedingly  nice,  and  flathead  are 
really  one  of  the  best  fish  to  be  found  in  Australia 
from  a  culinary  point  of  view.  They  average 
about  lib.  to  l^lb.  in  weight,  but  sometimes  one 
weighing  41b.,  or  even  more,  will  be  met  with. 

Trevally  is  another  fish  which  affords  most 
excellent  sport.  Numbers  can  be  had  at  the 
"  Rip,"  a  ledge  of  rocks  near  Queenscliffe,  at  the 
mouth  of  Port  Phillip  Bay.  There  are  huge 
masses  of  long  seaweed  here,  in  the  midst  of 
which  are  open  spaces  of  water.  The  boat  is 
rowed  into  one  of  these  pools,  and  made  fast  to 
the  seaweed.  The  trevally  may  be  observed 
swimming  about  in  the  clear  depths,  and  are 
readily  taken  with  hand-lines  in  large  numbers. 

In  the  Salt  Water  river,  a  tributary  of  the 
Tarra,  large  trout  may  be  caught,  and  splendid 
specimens  ranging  up  to  61b,  or  81b.,  or  even 
more,  are  occasionally  secured.  A  phantom 
minnow  is  considered  to  be  the  most  successful 
lure,  and  they  wiU  hardly  ever  look  at  a  fly. 
Although  I  tried  once  or  twice  for  these  much 
valued  fish,  I  never  managed  to  get  hold  of  one, 
and  I  fancy  they  are  difficult  of  capture.  At 
Healesville,  an  easy  distance  by  train  from 
Melbourne,  some  fly  fishing  may  be  obtained  in 
the  Watts  river,  and,  besides  being  a  beautiful 
place,  should  be  well  worth  a  visit  by  the  angler. 

In  nearly  all  the  rivers  of  Victoria  there  is  to 
be  found  a  fish  called  the  blackfish.  It  is  not 
unlike  a  trout  in  shape,  but  is  darker  in  colour 
and  slightly  spotted.  In  some  of  the  small  creeks 
near  Fern  Tree  Gully  they  abound,  and  may  be 
caught  easily  on  the  roughest  gear.  A  line  such 
as  is  employed  in  worm  fishing  for  trout  in  clear 
water  will  be  found  as  good  as  anything.  The  still 
pools  at  the  end  of  runs  are  the  best  places  for 
catching  blackfish. 

I  had  occasion  once  to  go  on  a  prospecting 
tour  to  a  distant  part  of  Victoria,  viz.,  Croa  jingo- 
long,  a  district  little  known  as  yet,  but  watered 
by  some  fine  rivers.  One  day  I  determined  to 
try  a  small  stream  of  beautiful  clearness,  which 
was  said  to  contain  plenty  of  fish,  though  no  one 
hardly  ever  took  the  trouble  to  fish  there.  The 
next  question  was  how  to  obtain  bait.  Flies  I 
had  none ;  all  that  my  kit  contained  was  a  few 
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hooks  and  line  that  I  thought  might  probably 
come  in  useful.  However,  after  a  little  digging, 
a  worm  was  unearthed,  which,  without  exaggera- 
tion, must  have  measured  2ft.,  and  small  pieces  of 
this  broken  off  lasted  me  all  day.  It  was  a 
charming  stream,  with  lovely  tree  ferns  growing 
along  its  banks,  and  the  fish  were  entirely  unso- 
phisticated. By  one  o'clock  I  had  eighteen  fish, 
mostly  blackfish,  and  they  averaged  about  fib. 
apiece.  Amongst  my  catch  were  two  or  three 
very  delicate,  slender  fish,  which  I  presume  would 
be  the  Australian  grayling ;  these,  I  believe,  will 
sometimes  take  a  fly. 

Of  course,  in  the  larger  rivers  blackfish  attain 
a  much  larger  size,  and  they  may  be  caught  weigh- 
ing 61b.  or  more.  As  far  as  I  know  they  will  not 
take  a  fly,  a  worm  being  the  best  bait,  though,  no 
doubt,  a  grasshopper  would  also  prove  killing. 

Many  different  species  of  fish  inhabit  the  large 
rivers,  the  Murray  cod  being,  perhaps,  the  most 
important.  It  grows  to  an  enormous  size — some 
weighing  1001b. — and  quantities  find  their  way  to 
the  Melbourne  Market.  But  it  is  not  a  good  fish 
from  a  culinary  point  of  view,  the  flesh  being 
insipid  and  possessing  a  muddy  flavour.  At 
Wangaratta,  on  the  Ovens  river,  I  remember 
catching  one  about  2lb.,  and  several  other  sorts  of 
fish ;  but  the  heat  was  intense  at  the  time,  and 
fishing  could  only  be  enjoyed  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening.  Even  then  the  mosquitoes  rendered  life 
miserable.  Good  sized  Limerick  hooks  should  be 
used  for  Murray  cod,  and  the  line  necessarily 
must  be  a  strong  one.  As  some  of  the  rivers  are 
very  swift  running,  a  lead  is  essential  to  keep  the 
bait  at  a  proper  depth. 

Sydney  Harbour  is  not  at  all  a  bad  fishing 
ground,  many  varieties  of  fish  being  obtained 
here.  The  black  bream  is  one  that  is  highly 
esteemed  for  its  edible  qualities,  and  in  some 
parts  of  the  harbour  may  be  caught  in  numbers. 
One  day  I  recollect  spending  two  or  three  hours 
in  a  small  boat  near  Mossman's  Bay,  a  small 
inlet  opposite  Sydney.  It  was  terribly  hot,  and 
we  fished  in  our  shirt  sleeves,  but  still,  we  had 
excellent  sport.  There  was  hardly  any  cessation 
in  the  hauling,  and  as  the  fish  were  near  the 
surface  a  yard  or  two  of  line  overboard  was  quite 
sufiBcient.  Our  catch  amounted  to  between  six 
and  seven  dozen  fish,  consisting  mostly  of 
mackerel  (identical  with  our  own  mackerel,  but 
not  so  good  to  eat),  and  a  few  bream.  Then 
there  is  excellent  sport  to  be  obtained  outside  the 
entrance  of  Sydney  Harbour.  A  sort  of  fishing 
excursion  steamer  runs  to  the  ground  on  a  certain 
day,  and  tickets  can  be  obtained  for  a  moderate 
sum.  A  party  of  anglers  is  thus  formed,  who 
spend  a  pleasant  holiday  in  this  manner. 

The  steamer  anchors  on  the  proper  marks,  and 
strong  hand-lines  are  used.  The  fish  expected 
are  schnapper,  which  attain  to  a  large  size,  some 
of  them  weighing  601b.,  and  it  is  exciting  work 
hauling  up  these  monsters.  Schnapper  are  grand 
fish,  like  a  huge  bream,  and  have  a  curious  pro- 
tuberance on  the  head  which  gives  them  a  strange 
appearance.  One  of  these  fish,  which  possessed  a 
larger  bump  than  usual,  I  saw  dressed  up  in  a 
shop  window  in  Melbourne  with  a  pipe  in  its 
mouth,  and  it  looked  just  like  an  old  sailor  who 
had  imbibed  too  freely.    They  are  considered  a 

food  fish  for  the  table,  and  fetch  a  high  price, 
n  this  kind  of  fishing  sharks  are  again  a  trouble, 
and  will  often  bite  a  fish  in  two  before  there  is  a 
chance  of  getting  it  safely  into  the  boat.  Large 
sharks  are  much  dreaded,  for  they  will  frequently 
break  the  line,  their  sharp  teeth  soon  effecting 
this.  Fishing  for  sharks  is  can-ied  on  systemati- 
cally in  Sydney  Harbour,  which  swarms  with  these 
pests.  Fine  but  strong  lines  are  used,  and  when 
a  shark  has  been  successfully  hauled  to  the 
surface  it  is  despatched  with  lances  and  dragged 
into  the  boat.  A  friend  of  mine  caught  one  8ft. 
long  on  an  ordinary  hand-line,  and  it  was  a  long 
time  before  the  fish  was  sufiiciently  played  out  to 
enable  him  to  tow  it  to  the  shore.  Any  angler 
should  be  satisfied  with  such  sport  as  this. 

Fal.,  Jun. 


The  frontispiece  of  the  February  Scribner  is  a 
special  portrait  of  Senator  Hoai",  taken  a  few 
months  ago  in  his  library  at  Worcester ;  and  the 
other  art  features  are  illustrations  by  Yohn, 
Railton,  Frost,  Chominski,  Child,  and  a  dis- 
cussion in  the  Field  of  Art  of  "  Esthetics  in  our 
Universities,"  by  Henry  Rutgers  Marshall. 


TROUT  HUNTING  IN  THE  FATHER- 
LAND. 


In  spite  of  the  superscription,  this  is  quite  an 
ordinary  fishing  yarn,  except  that  it  is  the  real 
truth,  and  there  is  no  intention  in  the  choice  of 
title  of  provoking  comparison  with  the  immortal 
Sir  Walter  by  describing  a  hunt  after  the  lesser 
Salmonidx,  such  as  he  tells  of  on  the  Solway  in 
one  of  his  histories,  where  the  noble  relation  of 
the  Salnio  fario  is  pursued  by  a  man  on  horse- 
back and  speared.  The  name  should  really  be 
"Hunting  for  Trout  Fishing  in  the  German 
Fatherland ;  "  but  that  is  such  a  mouthful  that  I 
fear  it  would  prove  too  large  a  fly  for  any 
accustomed  to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  way 
to  the  place  is  best  untold ;  if  the  path  to 
Paradise  were  made  too  easy  everyone  would  be 
going  there,  and  the  place  would  be  spoilt.  You 
can  ask  Cook  if  you  want  to  .go,  or  any  other 
agent ;  but  they  don't  know — I  have  asked 
them  !  We  (that  is  my  better  half  and  the  baby 
and  I)  happened  to  have  a  friend  in  a  great 
town  celebrated  for  its  beer,  not  far  off,  and  we 
asked  him  if  there  were  any  trout  in  the  rivers 
hereabout.  He  thought  there  must  be,  as  he 
remembered  eating  some  at  various  summer 
resorts;  and,  after  due  consultation  of  a  map, 
advised  us  to  go  to  a  town  where,  according  to  its 
geographical  representation,  there  were  one  or 
two  rivers  and  a  lake.  This  town  is  fairly  well 
known  to  tourists,  and  seemed  as  likely  a  centre 
for  our  quest  as  any  other,  so  we  went  there. 
We  saw  the  lake,  and  so  trusted  that  the 
map  might  also  be  right  about  the  rivers. 
My  wife,  who  can  explain  herself  in  German 
without  having  recourse  to  pantomime,  inter- 
viewed the  proprietress  of  the  hotel.  Of  course, 
the  landlady  assured  her  that  fishing  was  to  be 
obtained  in  the  neighbourhood  when  she  heard 
we  had  come  for  that,  and  should  not  stay  long 
unless  we  found  some  amusement  in  that  way. 
However,  it  was  getting  late,  and  the  question  of 
dinner  was  almost  as  important  for  the  time  as 
the  prospect  of  trout  fishing.  Daylight,  how- 
ever, renewed  our  search,  and  we  requested  more 
particular  information  as  to  fishing.  We  were 
informed  that  those  who  fished  did  so  in  the 
lake.  We  didn't.  We  had  seen  those,  anxious 
rather  to  while  time  than  wile  trout,  walking 
sadly  by  the  shores  of  German  lakes,  with  tackle 
that  looked  like  a  movable  warning  to  fish  to 
beware.  We  heard  of  a  miller  who  had  a  little 
bit  of  water  on  the  brook  which  worked  his  mill. 
This  sounded  better,  so  we  wrote  down  his  name, 
and  took  some  German  children  to  show  us  the 
way.  He  was  out,  and  the  stream  did  not  look 
very  promising.  However,  it  was  better  than 
nothing,  and  when  we  looked  him  up  the  next  day 
he  readily  granted  permission  to  fish,  but  told  us 
there  were  not  many  trout.  I  only  found  one, 
and  four  weis  fish,  which  take  the  fly  better  here 
than  in  Austria,  and  make  more  of  a  fight  about 
landing  when  their  passage  is  booked.  They 
would  not  be  so  bad  to  eat  if  they  had  not  so  many 
bones,  but  these  are  apt  to  choke  one  off  unless 
one  is  very  hungry  and  time  is  no  object.  Well, 
this  fishing  wasn't  good  enough.  Next  we  heard 
of  an  engineer  who  is  constructing  an  electrical 
railway;  he  had  the  right  of  fishing  in  a  good 
river.  We  were  informed  that  he  was  an  ogre,  and 
that  it  would  be  idle  to  ask  his  permission. 
But  feeling  sui-e  that  even  in  the  Fatherland, 
the  polizei  would  have  no  case  against  us  if  we 
ventured  to  ask  for  a  day,  we  called  on  him 
and  found  a  friend.  He  could  not  give  per- 
mission, as  his  right  was  not  transferable ;  but 
as  there  were  no  trout  in  the  river  he  thought 
we  should  not  mind.  Then  he  kindly  wrote 
down  the  name  of  a  river  two  stations  distant, 
which  contained  plenty  of  trout  and  grayling. 
We  looked  up  a  train,  and  were  in  such  a 
hurry  that  I  forgot  to  replenish  my  pocket,  a 
fact  which  I  speedily  discovered  at  the  station, 
some  distance  from  the  hotel.  We  only  had 
about  ten  minutes  before  the  train  started,  and, 
although  I  made  a  gallant  offer  to  my  wife  to 
attempt  a  record  of  one  a  half  miles  in  that 
time,  I  hoped  she  would  say  no.  I  am  not  so 
young  as  I  was,  and,  she  remembering  the 
shortness  of  my  breath  and  the  infirmities  of 
age  creeping  on,  thought  that  I  might  do  better 
with  my  watch  than  time  my  racing  pace.  As 
she  is  of  prepossessing  apJ)earanoe  and  an  open 


countenance  (N.B. — She  is  not  so  old  as  I  am), 
she  succeeded  in  raising  a  loan  of  5  marks 
on  it,  and  the  station  master  pressed  her  to 
take  more  if  she  thought  she  would  require 
it.  So  we  took  return  tickets,  and  went.  We  did 
not  know  who  had  the  right  of  fishing,  but  were 
directed  to  the  proprietor  of  a  sawmill.  How- 
ever, on  asking  at  the  mill  where  Herr  H.  mighfc 
be,  we  heard  that  he  was  in  Heaven.  His  widow, 
however,  who  held  the  right,  readily  granted  per- 
mission when  she  heard  that  I  would  pay  for  any 
fish  I  wanted,  and  bring  her  any  others  that  I 
might  catch,  for  trout  and  grayling  are  duly 
appreciated  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  sell  at 
4  to  5  marks  per  lb.  Then  we  inquired  where  we 
could  get  lodging,  and  found  she  had  two  large 
rooms  at  either  corner  of  the  house  with  three 
windows  each,  in  one  of  which  apartments  I  am 
writing  at  present.  I  had  not  brought  a  rod,  on 
the  same  principle  that  one  carries  an  umbrella 
to  keep  off  the  rain.  I  thought  if  I  took  tackle 
with  me  my  presumption  might  meet  with  its 
punishment  in  leave  being  refused;  at  all 
events,  I  find  that  if  I  make  quite  certain 
of  landing  a  trout  after  he  has  been  hooked, 
I  am  sure  to  lose  him.  So  we  arranged 
to  begin  our  sojourn  on  the  following  Monday, 
but  I  made  a  note  to  come  and  fish  on  the  very 
next  day.  Circumstances,  however,  remotely  con- 
nected with  foreign  affairs,  decided  us  all  to 
commence  our  sojourn  in  the  mill-house  sooner 
than  arranged.  It  came  about  in  this  wise.  We 
had  an  impromptu  dance  in  the  hotel  on  our 
return,  and  when  we  did  get  to  bed,  hot  and  tired 
(for  the  floor  was  heavy,  and  the  German  girls 
not  over  light),  some  drunken  boors,  having 
carried  on  their  bout  until  they  were  turned  out 
of  the  wirthzimmer,  continued  a  lively  discussion 
on  politics  under  our  window  till  daylight  was 
near,  at  which  time  my  wife  threw  cold  water  on 
a  proposal  to  annex  the  Transvaal,  and  the  house 
dissolved  in  some  haste,  though  some  lively 
members  resolved  themselves  into  committee  to 
discuss  the  question  of  whether  the  closure  had 
been  properly  applied.  Now  this  was  very  mean 
of  my  wife,  for  I  had  offered  to  supply  the 
politicians  with  the  contents  of  our  jug  at  a 
much  earlier  hour,  but  she  would  not  permit  me 
to  have  recourse  to  such  "common  or  garden 
methods,"  on  the  ground  that  it  would  bring 
disgrace  on  my  countrymen.  Then  she  waits 
till  she  thinks  I  have  forgotten  the  idea,  and 
enjoys  all  the  sport  of  the  members'  discomfiture 
to  herself.  However,  as  this  was  by  no  means 
the  first  occasion  on  which  our  sleep  had  been 
broken  and  our  rest  had  been  marred,  we  decided 
to  move  on  to  our  fishing  tryst  as  early  as 
possible  the  next  morning.  I  was  up  at  six,  and 
really  did  a  great  deal  of  packing;  but  the 
luggage  was  not  quite  ready  in  time  for  me  to 
take  more  than  my  creel,  the  fishing  rods  and 
tackle,  and  my  wife's  parasol,  which  happened  to 
be  done  up  in  the  same  bundle.  My  better  half, 
fearing  that  I  should  miss  the  train  if  I  waited 
for  any  more  baggage,  most  kindly  undertook  to 
bring  it  with  her,  and  did  not  even  ask  me  to  take 
the  baby.  I  was  to  explain  in  my  best  German 
that  the  rooms  were  to  be  prepared  by  the 
evening,  and  some  food  cooked ;  and  after  care- 
fully preparing  my  sentences  I  think  I  mixed  the 
two  together  in  firing  them  off,  and  requested 
them  to  be  sure  and  cook  the  bedclothes  well  and 
air  our  evening  repast  very  thoroughly.  However, 
the  good  people  understood  somehow.  I  asked 
for  a  boy  to  carry  the  fisch-lager  and  show  me 
the  way.  This  receptacle  is  a  sort  of  elongated 
beer  barrel,  and  is  an  inevitable  requisition  on 
German  rivers,  as  the  trout  caught  are  kept  alive 
until  they  are  required  for  their  true  vocation  in 
life,  viz.,  the  dinner  table.  As  I  fitted  the  light 
rod  together,  and  got  out  my  line  and  flies,  I 
heard  the  boy  remark  to  a  friend  that  bigger 
hooks  and  worms  thereon  would  be  likely  to  do 
more  execution.  The  mill  race  was  the  first  place 
tried,  and  as  the  water  was  heavy  I  tried  rather 
large  flies  and  a  medium  cast,  but  soon  discovered 
that  I  had  under-rated  the  trout's  intelligence,  as 
the  first  one  jumped  over  the  line,  and  the  second 
attempted  to  drown  the  fly  before  swallowing 
such  a  mouthful.  A  change  to  a  finer  cast  with 
a  Hofland's  Fancy  and  a  Dun  dropper  met  with 
less  ridicule,  and  an  engagement  was  speedily 
effected,  but  the  match  was  broken  off,  probably 
because  the  boy  made  certain  of  the  engaged 
party  landing,  and  filled  the  fisch  -  lager  with 
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water  for  its  reception.  The  gold  tinsel 
did  not  do  so  much  execution  as  the  sober- 
coloured  Dun,  so  a  change  was  made,  and 
with  one  or  two  losses  and  small  fish  returned 
to  the  brook,  the  first  hour  resulted  in  two  brace 
and  a  half  of  bright,  handsome  fish,  mostly  very 
thick  for  their  length.  They  are  wonderfully 
game,  and  fight  to  the  last,  and  as  they  have 
plenty  of  natural  advantages  in  the  shape  of 
weeds,  bushes,  and  wooden  piles,  to  say  nothing  of 
an  occasional  snag  of  a  fir  tree,  with  the  branches 
still  on,  their  capture  is  by  no  means  assured 
after  they  have  taken  the  fly.  Except  where  a 
rise  was  marked,  I  found  that  fishing  downstream 
with  a  long  line  was  quite  as  effective  as  the 
favoured  dry  fly  from  below  the  fish ;  but  in  parts 
of  the  stream,  where  it  runs  through  a  wood,  there 
is  plenty  of  opportunity  of  practising  casting  into 
difficult  places  under  overhanging  branches.  One 
of  the  most  curious  incidents  of  the  day  was  a 
rushing  rise  at  the  fly  along  the  top  of  the  water 
by  a  fair  sized  fish.  He  was  half  out  of  water 
for  over  a  yard,  and  reminded  one  of  the 
action  of  a  duck  that  has  been  frightened. 
He  repeated  the  performance  when  I  tried  for 
him  again  a  little  later,  and  on  both  occasions 
missed  the  fly,  though,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  I 
gave  him  plenty  of  time.  A  fine  grayling  afforded 
an  excellent  bit  of  sport.  He  took  the  fly  in  the 
wood  in  a  sharp  running  piece  of  water,  with  a 
weed  bank  in  the  middle,  dividing  the  brook  into 
two  parts  for  about  25yds.  There  was  a  small  fir 
tree  in  front  of  me,  which  prevented  my  getting 
downstream  after  he  was  hooked.  He  bolted 
away,  giving  a  beautiful  sing  to  the  winch,  and  I 
thought  I  must  lose  him.  When  he  reached  the 
end  of  the  weed  bank  I  checked  his  pace,  where- 
upon he  showed  his  displeasure  by  coming  to  the 
top  and  shaking  his  head  violently,  and  then 
trying  one  or  two  leaps.  Finding  these  ineffectual, 
he  tried  the  other  side  of  the  weed  bank,  and  I 
recognised  that  as  I  could  not  get  down  to 
him  I  must  try  and  bring  him  upstream 
as  soon  as  possible.  Like  most  grayling,  his 
first  efforts  were  the  best.  He  yielded  to  the 
strain,  and  came  up  the  rapid  channel  more  easily 
than  I  thought  for.  The  sight  of  this  beautiful 
fish  and  the  heaviness  of  the  fisch-lager  had  by 
this  time  altered  the  boy's  opinion  as  to  the  mode 
of  fishing ;  his  delight  knew  no  bounds,  and  he 
made  up  his  mind  to  put  no  more  belief  in  worms. 
Another  grayling  joined  the  other  just  after,  and 
as  mid-day  was  sounding  I  returned  to  the  house, 
for  I  thought  the  boy  must  be  ready  for  his 
dinner,  as  they  begin  the  day  very  early  here.  I 
picked  out  the  smaller  of  the  two  grayling  and 
a  small  trout,  and  asked  my  hostess  to  have  them 
cooked  for  me  in  an  hour's  time.  What  a  repast 
it  made  with  potatoes  boiled  in  their  skins  and 
the  flavour  of  the  grayling  fresh  upon  them ! 
"Thyme  scented  like  Hymetus."  After  doing 
justice  to  these  good  things,  and  the  beer  of 
the  Fatherland,  which  never  gives  a  headache 
unless  one  drinks  too  much  of  it,  I  went  with 
the  miller's  son  in  a  boat  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  stream.  The  Grerman  schiff  is  flat-bottomed, 
like  a  punt,  except  that  the  sides  are  shaped  so 
that  only  the  stem  end  sits  on  the  water.  It  is 
propelled  by  a  paddle  in  the  same  way  as  a  canoe 
of  Canada,  but  the  man  stands  to  his  work — and 
he  has  to  work !  This  part  of  the  river  is  entirely 
different  from  that  below  the  mill.  At  places  it 
broadens  out  into  lagoons,  with  reeds  standing 
high  on  either  shore,  and  a  carpet  of  strange 
sponge-like  looking  white  weed,  which  my 
canoedler  called  moor.  We  put  up  a  lot  of 
wUd  duck.  I  say  we,  but  mean  he  did,  for  all  the 
work  was  done  by  him.  I  sat  and  smoked,  and 
enjoyed  the  sun  and  the  mirrored  mountains  in 
the  blue  water.  At  times  we  came  on  strange, 
deep  holes,  I  do  not  say  fathomless,  as  I  promised 
a  true  yam,  but  yards  and  yards  deep,  the  colour 
of  the  water  like  the  purest  sapphire,  and  yet  so 
clear  that  everything  could  be  seen  down  to  the 
coral-like  growth  on  the  bottom.  I  feel  sure  that 
most  folk  would  find  their  faith  in  water  sprites 
and  Rhine  maidens  more  easy  after  a  visit  here. 
When  I  took  my  wife  there  she  remarked  that 
it  waa  difficult  to  believe  that "  The  Water  Babies  " 
(C.  Kingsley;  wasn't  a  true  story.  We  only  saw 
one  or  two  fish,  and  as  I  felt  sure  they  had  seen  us, 
and  aa  they  were  not  rising,  I  declined  to  make 
any  advances  towards  a  closer  acrjuaintance. 

Aft«r  about  an  hour  we  came  to  the  source  of 
the  stream,  which  bubbles  out  of  the  mountain 


side  quite  a  fair  size,  too  big  for  an  ordinary 
mortal  to  jump  even  if  the  land  were  not  soft.  It 
was  a  lovely  spot ;  there  was  a  rough  chalet, 
where  we  found  a  couple  of  peasants,  and  the 
tinkle  of  bells  on  the  necks  of  goats  sounded 
pleasantly  in  one's  ears.  After  a  chat  with  the 
peasants  we  drifted  down  again,  and  I  tried  over 
one  trout,  but  the  boatman,  being  unused  to  long 
casting,  got  me  almost  on  top  of  the  fish  before 
my  line  was  out.  The  next  essay  met  with 
success,  much  to  my  surprise,  for  the  sun  was 
bright  and  the  water  like  glass.  His  capture  was 
almost  frustrated,  however,  by  my  too  eager  boat- 
man, who  wanted  to  get  the  boat  down  to  him  and 
net  liim  at  the  first  start.  He  would  have  applied 
my  net  to  him  (or  the  line)  as  it  was  lying  on  the 
bottom  of  the  boat,  but  fortunately  it  is  a  folding 
joint  and  telescopic  handle,  which  he  did  not 
understand,  so  the  fish  was  saved.  Another 
joined  him  almost  immediately,  just  at  the 
end  of  our  trip.  On  returning  to  the  mill 
I  heard  that  my  wife  had  come  about  two  hours 
earlier  than  I  expected.  I  was  going  to  meet  her 
by  a  train  arriving  at  five,  to  make  amends  for 
my  desertion  in  the  morning. 

As  she  had  arranged  to  visit  the  lake  in 
the  watering-place  we  had  been  staying  at, 
I  thought  she  would  not  catch  an  earlier  train. 
She  was  Ln  the  garden,  and  gave  me  whispered 
warnings  not  to  awake  the  youngster,  quaintly 
cradled  in  a  clothes  basket.  Another  brace  below 
the  mill  ended  the  day's  fishing,  and  a  pleasant 
one  it  was,  but  each  day  leaves  something  more 
to  be  longed  for,  and  in  this  case  it  was  the  right 
to  fish  the  big  river  into  which  the  Miihlbach 
flows.  Whether  that  will  also  come  I  do  not  yet 
know,  but  we  think  of  inquiring  very  soon,  and  if 
sol  will  write  again.  I  fear  the  fish  will  not  prove 
so  fabulous  in  size  as  the  miller's  son  says,  but 
after  seeing  the  caverns  on  the  miU  stream  upper 
water  I  think  I  could  believe  in  whales  in  the 
bigger  river.  W.  D.  G. 


THE  KEAPPEARANCE  OF  IZAAK 
WALTON. 


By  "Krtptos." 

'TwAS  on  the  banks  of  the  silvern  Lea,  not  far 
from  Hoddesden,  where  I  had  been  sitting  for  the 
better  part  of  a  warm  August  day  endeavouring 
to  lure  the  perch  from  their  weedy  fastness. 
The  river  was  low  and  bright,  and  sport  had  been 
poor,  but  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  amply  com- 
pensated for  lack  of  sport,  whilst  the  glorious 
sun  effects  on  the  shimmering  stream  more  than 
made  up  for  the  enforced  idleness  of  my  rod. 

No  bricks  and  mortar  offended  the  eye  there. 
'Twas  a  pleasaunce  of  beautiful  rurality,  and 
barring  an  open-armed  scarecrow  in  the  field 
behind  me  the  evidence  of  man's  work  was 
entirely  missing.  No  one  had  passed  me  all  the 
morning,  and  I  fear  an  occasional  doze  had  been 
indulged  in,  for  the  weather  was  sultry  and 
sleepy. 

At  about  two  o'clock  (I  wish  to  be  as  precise  as 
possible  in  this  astounding  nal-rative)  I  had  put 
on  another  worm,  and  was  seated  upon  a  fallen 
pollard  willow  preparatory  to  relighting  my  pipe, 
when  I  saw  a  man  approaching  me,  coming  along 
the  river  bank.  He  was  still  some  hundreds  of 
yards  away,  and  I  took  stock  of  his  appearance, 
which  was  queer  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

A  man  of  medium  height,  more  than  average 
rotundity,  and  of  cheerful  countenance.  He  wore 
a  Puritan  hat  with  a  broad  flapping  brim,  which 
shaded  his  ruddy  face;  a  flowing  moustache 
failed  to  hide  the  smiling  mouth,  below  which  an 
imperial  beard,  barely  turning  grey,  finished  off 
his  facial  appearance.  He  was  clothed  in  sad- 
coloured  tunic,  the  dinginess  of  which  was 
accentuated  by  a  deep  and  snow  white  collar, 
which  reached  his  shoulders  and  hung  over  his 
broad  chest.  The  same  sad  -  coloured  knee 
breeches  and  grey  stockings,  finished  off  by  stout 
leather  shoes  ornamented  with  great  steel 
buckles.  In  his  hand  he  carried  a  long  willow 
wand,  which  I  afterwards  saw  had  a  line  attached 
to  it.  Evidently  he  was  a  brother  of  the  gentle 
craft. 

As  he  came  up  he  saluted  me  politely,  and  I,  of 
course,  responded,  and  bid  him  good  day.  He 
made  answer  as  follows : 

"  You  are  well  overtaken,  gentle  sir  !   A  good 


morning  to  you !  Are  you  intending  to  meet  the 
pack  of  otter  dogs  of  noble  Mr.  Sadler  upon 
Amwell  Hill  ?  " 

"  No  ;  it  must  be  some  one  else,"  I  replied.  "  I 
am  not  acquainted  with  Mr.  Sadler." 

"  I  am  right  glad  to  hear  your  answer,"  the 
strangely  attired  one  said ;  "  for,  in  confidence,  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  I  mistook  you  for  a  certain 
Master  Venator,  a  young  man  with  a  long  tongue, 
who  grievously  bores  me  with  his  puerile  con- 
versation ! " 

"  No,  sir ;  my  name  is  Snooks — Richark  Snooks, 
of  Lincoln's  Inn,  at  your  service." 

The  gentleman  bowed,  and  said  :  "  My  name  is 
Walton — Izaak  Walton."  I  started,  and  rubbed 
my  eyes. 

"Are  you  any  descendant  of  the  Izaak 
Walton  ?  " 

"  Of  whom  do  you  speak,  sir  ? "  returned  he, 
taking  a  seat  beside  me.  "  I  am  Izaak  Walton, 
and  know  none  other.  I  am  by  trade  a  fisherman 
— an  angler,  who,  out  of  his  poor  store  of  know- 
ledge teaches  youthful  scholars  the  art  of  the 
angle  for  a  consideration.  Is  that  your  rod  down 
there  ?  " — indicating  my  "  general,"  which  lay 
unheeded  below  me — "  for,  sir,  if  it  be  your 
weapon,  I  have  rarely  seen  a  finer ! "  and  he 
picked  it  up,  wound  in  the  slack  line,  and  started 
a  careful  inspection. 

"  Some  authorities  there  be  who  put  their  faith 
in  a  willow  wand  and  a  piece  of  twine,  and,  in 
truth,  many  fat  fishes  are  catched  in  that  manner. 
Are  you  disposed  to  exchange  rods  as  a  sign  of 
mutual  affection  ?  " 

He  edged  up  to  me  as  he  spoke,  and  I  started 
back  with  fear,  for  through  his  dull  coloured 
tunic,  through  his  portly  form,  I  saw  dimly  the 
rod  which  was  on  the  other  side  of  him  ! 

"  Will  you  make  the  exchange  ?  "  he  repeated, 
and  I  stammered  out  some  excuse,  something 
about  it  being  an  heirloom. 

"  Well  said,  master,"  replied  my  ghostly  com- 
panion, "  and  truly  thy  line  is  so  mixed  that  it 
also  resembles  a  hair  loom !  Ha !  ha  !  I  thank 
thee  for  the  opportunity.  I  see  that  you  are 
using  a  gentle  worm  for  a  lure.  Now,  the  way  to 
treat  this  worm  is  as  though  you  loved  him, 
which  truly  I  hope  you  do,  for  all  things  should 
love  one  another.  Years  ago  I  wrote  a  book  on 
many  things,  but,"  said  he,  "the  many  publishers 
— a  murrain  on  them — have  so  grievously  altered 
mine  own  words  that  I  am  strangely  unacquainted 
with  all  that  I  said  therein ! "  and  here  Izaak 
Walton  sighed  deeply.  "However,  it  will  be  a 
good  beginning  to  your  art  to  offer  you  a  little 
advice  as  to  the  way  to  dress  this  worm.  He  is 
principally  objected  to  not  only  for  being  full  of 
small  bones,  but  that  he  is  waterish  and  that  his 
flesh  is  tasteless.  However,  basted  with  nectar 
and  good  store  of  lavender  water  he  is  not  to  be 
despised ! " 

"  Rubbish ! "  said  I,  pinching  my  leg  hard  to 
make  sure  that  I  was  not  dreaming. 

"  That  is  what  all  ignorant  folk  call  this  worm, 
but  you  will  find  him  a  much  better  dish  of  meat 
than  you  imagine." 

"  Where  on  earth  do  you  come  from  ?  "  I  asked 
him,  as  he  crouched  over  my  rod,  intently 
watching  the  red  float  amongst  the  lilies. 

"  I  have  just  come  over  Tottenham  HUl,  and 
am  weary  with  walking,"  he  replied.  "  Now  see  ; 
here  comes  a  fine  perch,  or  rudd  as  he  is  some- 
times called,  and  see,  I  have  him  safe ! "  So 
saying,  he  hauled  an  over  greedy  gudgeon  on  to 
the  grassy  bank,  and  pounced  upon  it  with  most 
unghostly  haste.  "Come  with  me,"  he  went  on, 
"  to  an  old  milk  woman  I  wot  of.  who  lives  with 
her  fair  daughter  Maudlin,  beyond  yon  primrose 
hill.  She,  I  warrant  me,  will  cook  this  fish  as  he 
should  be  to  rejoice  the  hearts  of  two  tired  and 
hungry  anglers !  "  And  Izaak  began  to  march  off 
across  the  field. 

"  Stop  !  "  I  cried.  "  There  is  no  house  nearer 
than  two  miles  away,  and  I'm  not  ready  to  start 
yet.  If  you  are  hungry  I  can  give  you  a 
sandwich ! " 

"  No  house  nearer  than  two  miles  away  ?  Come, 
master,  you  are  surely  jesting  ?  " 

" No,"  I  replied ;  "there  is  certainly  no  house 
the  other  side  of  that  hill !  " 

Izaak  Walton  looked  so  mystified  that  I  felt 
sorry  for  him.  "  There  used  to  be  a  most  pleasant 
hostel,  where  pretty  Maudlin  sang  day  and  night," 
he  said  at  last. 

"  Maudlin  must  be  dead  by  this  time,"  I  replied. 
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for  I  remembered  having  seen  the  name  in  "  The 
Compleat  Angler." 

"  Poor  Maudlin  dead !  Ah,  well !  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury's  wish  came  true  !  I  hope,  gentle  sir, 
that  she  was  buried  with  the  good  store  of  flowers 
stuck  round  her  winding-sheet  ?  " 

"  I  should  imagine  so !  "  I  ventured. 

"  Poor  Maudlin  dead  ! "  the  shade  murmured, 
as  he  wiped  a  tear  from  his  vapoury  eye  with  the 
back  of  his  nebulous  hand.  "She  was  a  sweet 
singer.    Well  do  I  remember  her  sweet  song  : 

I  married  a  wife  of  late, 

The  raore's  my  unhappy  fate. 

I  married  her  not  for  love, 

For  her  face  could  no  man  move. 

But  because  of  her  vrorldly  estate  ! 

But,  oh  !  her  poor  tenants 

All  left  by  the  moonlight, 

And  then  all  her  savings  did  fail. 

But  'tis  not  so 

With  those  who  go 

And  in9ure,  you  know, 

Against  such  a  blow  ; 

We  didn't— and  went  to  jiU  !' " 
Izaak  did  not  appear  pleased  with  his  attempt. 
"There  is  something  strange  to  me  in  those 
words !  "  said  he.  "  Come,  Master,  cannot  you 
remember  the  sweet  song  P  " 
I  replied  that  I  could  not  help  him. 
"  Never  mind  !  "  said  the  ghostly  angler.  "  'Tis 
those  cheap  editions  !  Come  now  and  listen,  for 
I  am  sure  that  I  both  can  and  will  tell  you  more 
than  any  common  angler  yet  knows  without  he 
has  read  my  writings.  The  perch  is  so  called 
from  his  habit  of  roosting  upon  the  branches  of 
the  water-lily,  which  so  adorn  yon  stream  :  he  is 
a  fish  of  great  reputation  for  his  timorous  habits, 
and  is  called  the  water-sheep  on  that  account. 
A.ldrovandu3  saith  that  there  is  a  millstone 
hidden  away  in  his  body  which  will  cure  frost- 
bite and  ague.  The  perch  is  born  by  the  warmth 
of  the  sun's  rays  upon  the  moisture  falling  from 
the  muzzles  of  drinking  oxen  !  All  this  reminds 
me  of  Doctor  Dun's  verses  on  the  art  of  the 
angle ;  they  be  these : 

'  Come  fish  with  me,  and  pay  me  well, 
For  I  know  of  a  shady  dell, 
Where  crystal  sands  and  golden  brook 
Entice  thy  line  and  baited  hook. 

'  There  will  the  children  whisp'ring  run 
A'throwing  stones  and  making  fan; 
And  80  th'  enamelled  fish  will  pray 
That  yon  will  drive  those  bojs  away. 

'  When  thou  wilt  swim  in  that  live  bath 
A  hidden  child  will  raise  a  laugh, 
And  seeing  that  you  naked  are 
Exclaims  "  Rude  man,  I'U  tell  your  ma  !  " 

'  Let '  t'lers  poach  the  river's  reed ), 
And  till  their  toes  and  nets  with  weeds ; 
But  you  come  to  this  lovely  dell 
And  fish  with  me,  and  pay  me  well !  ' 

"  It  doesn't  sound  quite  correct,"  quoth  the 
shade,  with  his  cheery  brow  furrowed  up  with 
thought.  "'Tis  in  my  book,  but  methinks  'tis 
different  in  the  wording.  There  was  great  store 
of  interest  in  all  my  work,  but  my  memory  sadly 
fails  me,  and  my  nerves  have  been  much  shaken 
by  your  news  of  the  death  of  my  pretty  Maudlin ! 
Before  I  go  to  meet  my  brother  Peter  I  will, 
however,  give  you  one  song  more,  if  I  can  recall 
it  aright : 

'  Oh  !  the  gallant  fisher's  life 
Is  the  worst  of  any, 
'Tie  void  of  pleasures,  full  of  Btrife, 
And  'lis  cursed  by  many 

Stolen  swims, 

Neighbour's  whims. 

Soaking  rains, 

Worthlefls  gains. 

Losing  trains. 

Tempers  rise. 

Language  flies, 

Catch  a  chill, 

Taken  ill 

Doctor's  bill 
Sums  it  up  completely  ! '  " 

The  ghostly  one  looked  vaguely  at  me,  and  I 
burst  out  laughing.  He  sorrowfully  shook  his 
head,  and  threw  down  the  gudgeon ;  then,  turn- 
ing on  his  heel,  walked  deliberately  into  the  river. 
I  rushed  to  the  bank,  and  saw  the  shadowy  form 
proceeding  along  the  bottom,  passing  through 
long  ribbon  weed  without  even  bending  it,  and 
even  saw  a  pike  rush  clean  through  his  diaphanous 
head,  and  then  the  widening  ripples  chased  Izaak 
Walton  into  ever  -  increasing  circles !  So  he 
vanished  from  my  view. 

The  dead  gudgeon  lay  upon  the  bank,  and  the 
sun's  rays  caught  its  silvery  side,  which  was  un- 


sealed where  the  master's  ghostly  hand  had  held 
it.  I  wrapped  it  carefully  up,  and  put  it  aside  on 
the  grass ;  then  took  my  rod  to  pieces  preparatory  to 
moving,  when  I  became  aware  that  someone  was 
watching  me  from  the  opposite  bank.  It  was  a 
true  Lea  roacher,  his  box — slung  on  his  rod — 
hanging  over  his  stooping  shoulders.  He  removed 
the  clay  from  the  corner  of  his  mouth,  and  called 
"That'  s  a  big  'un,  mister,"  indicating  my  precious 
fish.  "A  mighty  big  'un  ter  take  sich  care  of  !  " 
Poor  ignorant  man !  He  little  knew  whose  hand 
had  taken  it. 


WARNER'S  PATENT  "  HANDY  "  GUT 
HOOK  CASE. 


Messrs.  Warner  and  Sons,  of  Hewell  Works, 
Redditch,^  send  us  samples  of  their  patent 
"  Handy "  Gut- Hook  Case.  The  advantages 
claimed,  and  we  think  very  fairly  claimed,  for 
this  case  are : 

"  Entanglement  of  tackle  is  rendered  impossible, 
as  each  article  is  contained  in  a  separate  pocket. 

"  The  saving  of  time  and  tackle  is  immense,  as, 
when  a  fresh  hook  is  required,  the  simple  removal 
of  the  outer  leaf  exposes  only  one. 

"  The  material  of  which  the  case  is  made  is 
quite  transparent ;  the  contents  can  be  seen  with- 
out exposure  or  waste  of  time  in  opening,  and  it 
effectually  preserves  them  against  damp  or  change 
of  temperature. 

"  Hooks  and  gut  kept  in  these  cases  will  be  as 
good  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  as  the  day 
they  were  purchased. 

"  Each  case  is  plainly  marked  with  the  size  and 
shape  of  hook,  and  strength  and  length  of  gut,  and 


Fig.  1.— Shows  the  Case  closed.   Fig.  2.— Case  with  outer  leaf 
partially  removed,  as  in  use 
Illustrations  one-third  actual  size. 

is  made  to  contain  half  a  dozen  hooks  on  gut,  or 
other  articles. 

"  The  size  and  shape  is  such  that  it  will  fit  into 
the  pockets  of  any  ordinary  fly  or  tackle  book. 

"  Tackle  supplied  in  these  cases  costs  no  more 
than  in  the  old  fashioned  so-called  protectors,  and 
the  advantages  are  so  many  that  when  once  used 
anglers  will  have  no  other  form  of  package." 

The  fact  that  the  gut  and  hooks  are  in  damp, 
proof  compartments  is  an  immense  advantage. 
We  do  not  see  why  flies  on  gut  should  not  be  kept 
in  the  same  way.  We  congratulate  Messrs. 
Warner  on  their  very  simple  and  admirable  little 
invention. 


THE  LOWER  AND  MID-THAMES: 
WHERE  AND  HOW  TO  FISH  IT. 

(Continued  from  page  56.) 

By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 
Bream. 

The  treacherous  quill  in  this  slow  stream 
Betrays  the  hunger  of  a  bream. 

—  IstEd.of'TValtotu" 
Bream  fishing  in  the  Thames  is  very  precari- 
ous. Sometimes  the  angler  will  obtain  good  sport, 
whilst  at  others  the  fish  do  not  appear  to  feed  for 
several  days  at  a  stretch.  They  are  generally  to 
be  found  in  deep  holes  in  the  river,  and  are  to  be 
taken  as  low  down  as  Twickenham.  They  are, 
however,  seldom  taken  in  large  quantities  in  the 
upper  portions  of  the  river,  and  it  is  difiicult  to 
account  for  this,  as  the  water  is  eminently  suit- 
able for  them.  A  51b.  fish  is  a  very  good  size  for 
those  of  the  Thames,  but  some  years  ago  one  of 
71b.  was  taken  at  Datchet.  Mr.  J.  J.  Manley,  in 
his  "  Notes  on  Fish  and  Fishing,"  says  that 
br  jam  are  a  compara'^^ively  recent  introduction 
into  the  river,  and  expresses  his  opinion  that  they 
originally  got  into  the  Thames  from  some  over- 
flowing of  the  Wey.  "  Not  long  ago,"  he  says, 
"  two  consignments  of  fine  bream  were  brought 
from  the  Bedfordshire  Ouso,  and  safely  deposited 


in  the  Thames,  in  the  deep  water  above  Boulter's 
Lock  at  Maidenhead,  through  the  kindness  of  the 
Bedford  Angling  Club."  An  average  sized  bream 
will  afford  very  good  sport,  and  as  he  must  be 
taken  on  fine  tackle,  there  is  more  charm  in  the 
catching  of  him.  The  same  tackle  as  used  for 
roach  will  do,  but  the  bait  should  be  well  on  the 
bottom  of  the  river.  The  early  morning  is  the 
best  time  to  fish,  and  the  bait  should  be  the  tail 
end  of  a  lob.  There  are  other  baits  which  bream 
will  take,  but  the  one  mentioned  will  generally  be 
found  the  best  for  Thames  angling.  When  bream 
take  the  bait,  the  float,  as  a  rule,  first  lies  on  the 
top  of  the  water,  and  then  slowly  disappears. 
The  fish  must,  therefore,  on  taking  bait,  tempor- 
arily raise  their  heads,  which  lessens  the  weight 
of  the  shots  on  the  float,  and  the  latter  con- 
sequently lies  flat  on  the  water  for  a  second  or 
two.  For  ground  bait  use  lob  worms,  which 
should  be  cut  up  into  fragments,  and  thrown  in 
as  for  barbel  fishing.  In  ledgering  for  bream 
use  fine  tackle,  and  a  small  hook,  as  these  fish 
have  small  mouths. 

Conclusion. 
The  dainty  gudgeon,  rufie,  the  minnow,  and  the  bleak, 
Since  they  but  little  are,  I  little  need  to  speak.  —  Drayton, 

The  small  fry,  such  as  bleak  and  minnows, 
need  scarcely  any  reference.    They  can  be  caught 
by  almost  anybody  and  almost  everywhere  in  the  i 
Thames.    Gudgeon  are  to  be  found  in  rather 
rapid  waters  that  flow  over  a  gravelly  bottom, 
also  in  weir-pools  and  near  bridges  or  camp-shed- ' 
ding.    The  Gibraltar  swim  below  Great  Marlow 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  best  portions  of  the  Mid 
Thames.     They  are  taken  there  in  enormous  i 
quantities  during  the  season.    They  are  special; 
favourites  with  the  lady  anglers  in  consequence  of ' 
the  easy  manner  in  which  they  can  be  caught,  and 
the  charm  of  quantity  is  also  another  element 
that  render  them  agreeable  to  the  gentler  sex. 
Roach  tackle  should  be  used,  and  they  will  take  a 
small  worm  or  a  gentle.    A  rake  is  sometimes 
used  to  stir  up  the  bottom  of  the  river  and  attract 
the  fish,  which  can  be  caught  during  any  month 
of  the  season,  though  August  and  September  are 
the  best  two. 

The  bleak  is  a  small  silvery  fish,  which  is 
easily  taken  by  whipping  with  a  gentle,  or  using 
a  small  fly.  They  are  to  be  found  in  the  summer 
months  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  often 
cause  disappointment  to  the  dace  or  chub  angler 
who  is  fly-fishing,  by  taking  a  bait  intended  for 
the  larger  fish.  They  make  excellent  spinning^; 
baits  on  account  of  their  brightness,  and  they  are 
much  used  as  live-bait  for  trout  fishing,  the 
Thames  trout  being  particularly  partial  to  these 
little  fish.  Their  scales  were  once  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  imitation  mother-o'-pearl,  and  as 
this  caused  an  immense  destruction  of  fish  it  is 
matter  for  satisfaction  that  another  substitute 
has  been  discovered.  Minnows  are  interesting  little 
fish,  and  are  of  most  use  to  fishermen  as  bait  for 
larger  species. 

The  brief  instructions  given  in  the  previous 
chapters  are  the  result  of  considerable  experience  i 
in  Thames  fishing,  and  though  perhaps  some  of  j 
the  minor  points  are  omitted,  the  object  in  view, ' 
namely,  to  give  hints  to  those  who  seldom  visit  I 
the  Thames,  has,  I  hope,  been  achieved.  The! 
map  of  the  Thames  should  enable  the  reader  to  I 
discover,  without  any  difficulty,  where  he  wUl  be 
best  able  to  obtain  good  sport,  and  thus  avoids 
waste  of  time  in  searching  for  suitable  swims,  i 
The  table  showing  the  distances  between  the' 
bridges  and  the  locks  will  afford  him  the  oppor- 
tunity of  determining  whether  he  has  sufficient 
time  to  spare  to  travel  from  one  portion  of  the 
river  to  another,  and  the  publication  of  extracts 
from  "  The  Thames  Fisheiy  Bye-Laws,"  which  in 
their  revised  state  only  came  into  force  in  1893, 
will  save  him  from  the  risk  of  committing  any 
illegality.    Taking  into  consideration  the  rapid 
increase  in  the  number  of  anglers  during  the  past 
few  years,  I  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  render  any 
apology  for  making  this  addition  to  the  extensive 
collection  of  angling  literature,  more  especially  as 
it  deals  with  a  branch  of  the  subject  so  distinc- 
tively important  and  interesting  as  the  Lower  and 
and  Mid  Thames. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Grants  Cherry  Whirkt.— This  attractive  "pick-me-up"  ii 
a  pleasant  combination  of  Kent  Cherrj  Juice  and  very  loft  old 
Scotch  Whisky.  This  and  Grant's  Morella  Oberr;  Brandy  are 
Bold  by  Wine  Merchants. 
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THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  LIBRARY. 
^Concluded  from  page  56.) 

By  Val  Cgnson. 

Ix  1SS9  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran,  a  well-known 
Yorkshire  angler,  and  editor  of  the  1883  edition 
of  "  Theakston,"  published  the  first  series  of  "  The 
British  Angler— Salmon,  Trout,  and  Grayling," 
with  an  excellent  list  of  simple  Yorksliire  patterns 
and  a  selection  of  south  country  patterns. 

In  1895  Mr.  Walbran  published  another  work, 
"  Grayling,  and  How  to  Catch  Them,"  with  an 
extensive  list  of  flies  for  the  purpose.  Unfortu- 
nately the  proofs  were  very  carelessly  corrected. 

In  June,  July,  and  August,  1896,  Mr.  F.  M. 
Halford  contributed  a  paper  to  Baihjs  Magazine 
on  "  The  Hundred  Best  Floating  Flies,"  in  which 
he  extended  and  modified,  in  the  light  of  later 
experience,  the  list  which  appeared  in  "  Floating 
Flies,  and  How  to  Dress  Them."  The  features  of 
this  paper  were  the  advocacy  of  hackled  flies  tied 
with  soft  hackles  from  birds  other  than  poultry 
over  cocks'  hackles,  the  use  of  three  hackles  to  a 
fly,  and  the  discarding  of  floss  silks  in  favour  of 
dyed  quills. 

These  papers  were  again,  with  other  papers 
contributed  to  the  Field,  and  much  new  matter, 
boiled  down  into  "  Dry-fly  Entomology,"  pub- 
lished in  1897. 

It  is  a  monumental  work,  but  in  some  particu- 
lars disappointing.  The  pictures  of  artificial  flies, 
which,  in  "  Floating  Flies,"  were  a  help  to  many, 
being  accurate  in  size  and  approximately  so  in 
colour,  have  here  given  place  to  enlarged  pictures 
of  the  patterns,  with  a  small  outline  drawing  of 
the  proper  size  of  the  fly.  This  does  not,  in  my 
judgment,  assist  the  dresser  so  much  as  did  the 
old  coloured  drawings.  Then  the  numerous 
pictures  of  natural  insects  are  all  so  considerably 
enlarged  that  the  angler  loses  the  idea  of  the 
natural  insect  in  the  contemplation  of  a  scientific 
diagram.  The  drawings  were  made  by  means  of 
a  microscope.  This  was  no  doubt  necessary  to 
get  the  f uU  details  required ;  but  I  for  one  should 
have  been  glad  to  see  the  diagrams  reduced  to 
life  size  while  retaining  the  detail.  There  were 
printed  of  this  edition  100  copies  on  large  paper, 
and  a  second  volume,  containing  the  actual 
100  patterns  mounted  in  panels,  forms  part  of 
this  sumptuous  edition  de  luxe. 

A  book  by  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Walker,  an 
ultra  exponent  of  the  exact  imitation  theory,  with 
ideas  on  the  lines  of  Hewett  Wheatley,  has  lately 
issued  from  the  Press.  It  contains  some  of  the 
best  plates  in  the  literature  of  the  subject,  and  is 
a  work  of  some  interest.  It  carries  the  exact 
imitation  theory  to  greater  lengths  than  does  the 
work  of  any  previous  writer,  and  even  if  the 
angler  be  unable  to  accept  the  author's  reasoning, 
he  may  be  grateful  for  the  really  admirable 
illustrations. 

This  completes  the  list  of  books  known  to  the 
present  writer  in  connection  with  fly  dressing. 
Obviously  they  are  not  all  of  use  to  the  modem 
fly  dresser.  Many  are  obsolete  ;  certainly  the 
great  bulk  of  them  are  of  no  practical  service  to 
the  novice.  What  books  precisely  are  of  most 
use  to  the  novice  is  a  matter  depending  upon  his 
opportunities.  A  man  whose  limit  was  the  York- 
shire or  the  north  country  streams  might  con- 
tent himself  with  Mr.  F.  M  Walbran's  "  British 
Angler," — Salmon,  Trout,  and  Grayling,"  or  Mr. 
Pritt's  "North  Country  Flies,"  for  his  list  of 
patterns ;  and  "  Stewart's  Practical  Angler,"  and 
another  work,  say  the  second  or  third  edition  of 
"Pulman's  Vade  Mecum,"  for  his  practical  in- 
structions; and  Ronalds'  "Flyfisher's  Entomo- 
logy," or  Theakston's  "  Yorkshire  Angling  Flies," 
for  his  entomology. 

But  the  man  who  desires  to  obtain  a  complete 
mastery  of  the  art  of  trout  fly  dressing  in  all  its 
branches  should  not  so  restrict  himself.  Strange 
though  the  advice  may  be  that  is  tendered,  the 
novice  is  earnestly  advised  to  begin  at  the  most 
difficult  end  of  the  art,  and  learn  straight  off  to 
dress  floating  flies.  Having  once  fully  mastered 
this,  all  other  methods  will  come  easily.  But  to 
ascend  from  the  simple  hackle  fly  to  the  double 
dressed  floater  is  a  siow  and  toilsome  process. 
The  use  of  patterns  given  in  books,  whether 
ancient  or  modem,  is  not  to  bind  the  artist.  It  is  to 
set  him  free — to  make  him  master  of  the  medium 
he  works  in,  to  teach  him  the  effects  to  be  got 
from  materials.   Having  acquired  this  mastery, 
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he  can  set  to  work,  regardless  of  books,  to  imitate 
the  natural  insect  in  his  own  way,  at  first  hand, 
and  from  his  own  observations. 

To  begin  upon,  undoubtedly  there  is  no  work 
equal  to  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford' s,  whether  one  selects 
the  original  work,  "  Floating  Flies,  and  How  to 
Dress  Them,"  or  the  enlarged  and  improved 
edition  known  as  "Dry-fly  Entomology."  The 
latter  is  certainly  more  brought  down  to  date, 
while  the  former  contains  particulars  of  methods 
which  the  author  has  since  discarded  in  favour  of 
better  ones.  But  from  either  the  beginner  can 
teach  himself  to  dress  floating  flies  without  the 
aid  of  any  other  instructor. 

The  next  work  to  be  recommended  is  certainly 
Francis  Francis'  "  Book  on  Angling."  The 
methods  of  fly  dressing  there  described  are  indeed 
not  brought  down  to  date.  But  there  is  a  list  of 
flies,  both  natural  and  artificial,  which  was  first 
rate  when  written,  and  is  first  rate  now. 

A  good  copy  of  Ronalds'  "  Flyfisher's  Ento- 
mology "  should,  if  possible,  be  secured  for  the 
sake  of  the  coloured  drawings  of  the  flies,  natural 
and  artificial.  Failing  this,  or  in  addition  to  it,  if 
convenient,  a  copy  of  either  the  original  edition, 
or  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran's  edition  of  Thoakston's 
"  Yorkshire  Angling  Flies  "  should  be  ijrocured, 
for  the  sake  of  the  illustrations  and  the  descrip- 
tions of  the  natural  insects. 

Stewart's  "  Practical  Angler "  should  also  be 
secured,  as  illustrating  the  methods  of  fly  dressing 
for  Scotch  brook  fishing. 

Webster's  "The  Angler  and  the  Loop  Rod" 
should  be  laid  under  contribution,  for  its  excellent 
description  of  a  type  of  fly  dressing  in  use  on  the 
Tweed  and  the  Clyde. 

Mr.  P.M.  Walbran's  "  British  Angler — Salmon, 
Trout,  and  Grayling,"  or  Mr. .  Pritt's  "  North 
Country  Flies,"  or  both  of  them  should  be  secured, 
as  illustrating  the  modern  Yorkshire  and  northern 
counties  methods. 

For  Devonshire  methodsH.  C.  OutclifEe's"  Trout 
Fishing  in  Rapid  Streams "  should  be  carefully 
studied,  whether  the  angler  be  going  to  fish 
Devonshire  waters  or  not,  for  the  little  work  is 
full  of  suggestions  and  instructions. 

For  Derbyshire  methods  David  Foster's 
"  Scientific  Angler  "  is  worth  consulting. 

For  methods  of  dressing  grubs,  beetles,  grass- 
hoppers, moths,  and  large  Sedge  flies,  as  weU  as 
for  a  good  selection  of  fancy  flies,  the  work  of 
Hewett  Wheatley,  "Rod  and  Line,"  ought 
certainly  to  be  acquired. 

The  above  sbort  list  forms  a  sound  basis  for  a 
practical  collection,  and  substantially  it  contains 
all  that  is  reaUy  required. 

But  the  angler  who  takes  an  interest  in  the 
subject  wiU  probably  be  tempted  to  go  further, 
and  acquire  a  number  of  other  books.  He  will 
wish  to  have  Jackson's  "  Practical  Flyfisher," 
Bainbridge's  1816  edition,  "  Arundo's"  little  woric, 
Blacker's  1854  edition,  and  a  copy  of  Shipley  and 
Fitzgibbon,  and  of  the  1853  edition  of  Pulman. 
Next  he  will  want  a  good  illustrated  copy  of 
Bowlker's  work,  a  copy  of  Jesse's  edition  of 
Hofland,  a  Wade's  Halcyon,  and  "  Ephemera's  " 
Handbook. 

"  The  Angler's  Desideratum,"  by  Capt.  Clarke, 
is  a  curious  little  work  the  amateur  should  pick 
up  if  he  can.  A  Stoddart's  "  Angler's  Com- 
panion" also  might  be  acquired  with  advantage, 
and  an  early  edition  of  Best. 

All  other  works  are  more  of  historical  than 
practical  interest. 

The  late  Mr.  George  Currell  contributed  to  the 
columns  of  the  extinct  Angling,  in  the  later 
eighties,  a  series  of  papers  on  Itchen  patterns, 
which  were  to  have  been  published  in  book  form, 
and  no  doubt  would  have  been  had  he  lived. 
They  are  of  great  interest,  and  comprise  a 
number  of  unusual  dressings  and  little  known 
devices.  Some  highly  interesting  papers  have  also 
appeared  recently  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  over  the 
signature  "Athenian,"  the  pen  name  of  the  late 
Mr.  A.  G.  Maclelland,  a  young  writer  of  immense 
promise,  who,  had  he  lived,  would  have  done  great 
service  to  the  art.  It  is  hoped  that  they  will 
shortly  appear  in  volume  form. 

But  the  curious  will  want  a  selected  series  of 
Walton  and  Cottons,  including  the  edition  of 
Baxter's,  with  its  long  list  of  pattems,  Hawkins' 
edition,  and  Major's,  or  the  1889  reprint,  which 
comprises  a  reproduction  of  Jackson's  "  Practical 
Flyfisher."  They  will  secure  a  copy  of  Carroll's 
naive  work,    The  Angler's  Vade  Mecum,"  vrith 
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its  coloured  pictures  of  flies  ;  Lakeland's  confused 
jumble  of  patterns  ;  Aldam's  quaint  treatise ; 
"  Salmonia "  ;  Capt.  Williamson's  book ;  the 
Taylers,  Salters,  Scotcher,  Rennie,  and  Mack' 
intosh,  Brookes,  Shirley,  and  earlier  and  less 
known  writers. 

To  the  angler  who  is  also  an  entomologist  may 
be  commended  Pictet's  "Ephemera;  and  Phry- 
ganida;,"  and  Eaton's  "  Monologue  on  the  Ephe- 
merida'."  They  are  not  angling  works,  but  they 
deal  with  some  classes  of  the  angler's  flies. 

In  conclusion,  what  strikes  the  reader  in  all  the 
literature  of  fly  dressing  is  the  partial,  the  almost 
provincial,  character  of  every  work  hitherto 
written  on  the  subject.  It  remains  to  someone 
to  write  a  complete  and  comprehensive  treatise  on 
all  the  styles,  methods,  and  devices  that  remain 
serviceable  and  effective  at  the  present  day,  com- 
pressing into  one  lucid  and  logically  arranged 
volume  the  sum  of  all  the  science  of  all  the  ages 
upon  this  interesting  topic. 


THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 

[Extracts  from  the  fourteenth  annual  report,  presented 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  memhers  on  Jan.  26,  1899,  the 
president,  William  Senior,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.] 

The  committee  beg  to  present  to  the  members  of  the 
club  the  report  and  statement  of  accounts  for  the  past 
year. 

The  hon.  treasurer  (Mr.  R.  B.  Marston)  reports  a 
balance  in  hand  on  Dec.  31  of  £176  lis.  7d.,  and  the  club 
has  also  an  invested  sum  of  .£196  -Ss.  6d. 

During  the  year  twenty  new  members  have  been 
elected,  but  the  losses  by  resignations  and  death  have 
reached  twenty-nine.  The  roll  is  now  280  as  against  289 
last  year. 

The  committee  regret  to  report  the  loss  by  death  during 
the  year  of  several  old  members,  conspicuous  among  whom 
is  Mr.  William  Black,  the  well-known  author,  who  will  be 
much  missed  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  by  the 
members  of  the  club. 

Special  Committee  on  Fly-drkssing  Materials, 
The  special  committee's  report  will  be  found  a  most 
interesting  document,  and  we  hope  to  refer  to  it  later  on. 

The  committee  consider  that  the  club  is  under  very 
great  obligation  to  these  gentlemen  who  have  devoted  so 
much  time,  thought,  and  skill  to  their  labours,  and  with  so 
successful  a  result.  To  Mr.  Skues  especially  must  be 
credited  the  chief  work  of  procuiing  and  clasBifying  the 
feathers  and  materials  collected,  while  Mr.  Ohlson  has 
carried  out  the  laborious  task  of  mounting  the  entire  col- 
lection. The  time  and  trouble  expended  by  them  have 
been  unstinted  throughout. 

The  Annual  Dinner. 
The  annual  dinner  took  place  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  the 
16th  February  last,  and  was  presided  over  by  the  Marquis 
of  Granby.    It  was  a  decided  success. 

The  Club  Library. 

The  library  has  been  enriched  during  the  year  by  many 
new  books  which  will  be  found  in  the  appended  report  of 
the  hon.  librarian,  and  the  committee  are  glad  to  know 
that  the  library  is  being  increasingly  used  by  members. 
Mention  should  specially  be  made  of  four  exceedingly 
interesting  volumes  of  MSS.  dating  from  1794,  recently 
presented  by  Mr.  Cholmondeley  PenneU,  a  fuller  descrip- 
tion of  which  appears  in  Mr,  Norris's  report. 

With  a  view  to  increasing  the  interest  of  members  in 
the  club  Thursday  evening  meetings,  the  committee  have 
under  consideration  arrangements  for  estabhshingpericdical 
guest  nights,  on  dates  to  be  announced,  when  members 
will  be  invited  to  bring  their  friends,  and  may  count  on 
always  finding  company  and  good  fellowship.  It  is  also 
proposed  to  have,  from  time  to  time,  the  additional 
attraction  of  papers  and  discussions. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  annua  geteral  meeting  of  the  society  took  place 
on  Jan.  31,  under  the  presiding  hand  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Heiron.  The  business  of  the  meeting  was  preceded  by 
that  of  an  ordinary  meeting,  at  which  one  new  member 
was  unanimously  elected,  and  Messrs.  Davies,  Emery, 
Walker,  and  Fonmey  reported  upon  a  visit  to  Cbesham, 
describing  the  great  number  of  trout  in  evidence,  many  up 
to  31b.  weight  each.  The  business  of  the  annual  meeting 
was  then  taken.  The  notice  convening  the  meeting 
having  been  read,  the  hon.  sec.  was  called  cpjn  to  read 
the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  accounts  tor  the  year 
ending  Dec.  81  last.  These  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  they  were  adopted  unanimously. 
The  election  of  oflScers  then  took  place,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  President,  Kight  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton, 
M.P.  ;  vice-presidents,  Major  the  Hon.  E.  R.  Bourke,  Sir 
Edward  Birbeck,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Sir.  W.  J.  Richmond  Cotton, 
Bart.  (City  Chamberlain),  and  George  Chambers,  Esq  , 
J. P.  ;  general  committee,  Messrs.  G.  Allen.  C.  S.  Bentley 
J.  P.  Connellan,  Mark  Davies,  J.  T.  Emery,  C.  E. 
Fosbrooke,  R.  Snare,  J.  H,  Walker,  and  F.  A.  Gray; 
entertainment  committee,  Messrs,  F.  A.  Gray,  R.  Snare, 
J.  H.  Walker,  J.  T.  Emery,  G.ManU,  G.  Hoyle,  J.  Powlea 
West,  and  C.  Buckingham  ;  honorary  treasurer,  Mr.  W. 
Marshall;  honorary  librarian,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman; 
honorary  curator,  Mr.  J,  B,  Close  ;  honorary  secretary, 
Mr.  Alex,  Wright ;  delegates  to  the  Anglers' Association, 
Messrs.  J,  B.  Close  and  F,  A.  Gray,  and  to  the  Central 
Association,  Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke.   The  delegates  were 
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inatruoted  to  take  all  necessary  steps  for  tlie  obtaining  of 
privilege  tickets  to  as  many  stations  as  possible.  Yotes  of 
thanks  were  accorded  to  the  officials,  honorary  and  other- 
wise, for  their  services  during  the  past  year.  _  The  usual 
toasts  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  formally 
concluded  the  proceedings.  Members  are  reminded  that  a 
Bohemian  concert  takes  place  at  the  above  address  on 
Feb.  14,  when  members  are  expected  to  bring  as  many 
friends  as  possible.  Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Sec). 

Extracts  from  the  report  of  the  general  committee  to 
the  annual  general  meeting,  held  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  31, 
1889. 

"  In  presenting  their  annual  report,  the  committee  con- 
gratulate the  members  on  the  continued  improvement  in 
the  position  of  the  society.  The  accounts  for  the  past 
year  have  been  duly  audited  and  vouched  by  a  professional 
aoconntaiit,  and  can  be  seen  at  any  time  on  application  to 
the  hon.  secretary.  The  year  1898  commenced  with  a  cash 
balance  of  £32  13s.  2d.,  and  closed  with  a  balance  of 
£22  193.  The  liabilities  of  the  society  only  amounted  to 
£3  ISs.  The  value  of  the  library  and  museum  has 
increased  since  the  last  report,  and  the  balance  in  favour 
of  the  society  now  stands  at  £270  153.  lOd.  The  gross 
income  has  again  increased,  the  number  of  paying 
members  at  Deo.  31  last  being  120.  The  amount 
expended  on  renting  water  has  been  considerably 
augmented,  and  the  committee  are  endeavouring  to 
find  fresh  waters  for  the  use  of  the  members.  There 
are  indications  that  the  present  year  will  be  an 
improvement  on  the  last,  several  gentlemen  having  already 
been  nominated  for  membership.  _  Strict  economy  in  the 
expenditure  will  still  be  maintained.  The  waters  at 
Kelvedon  held  on  lease  by  the  society  tare  well  stocked 
with  fish.  Further  stretches  hive  been  secured,  and  the 
weeds  cut  properly  over  the  whole  extent  cf  the  water  at 
a  considerable  outlay,  in  addition  to  which  one  of  the 
tenants  has  spent  a  large  amount  of  money  in  taking  out 
the  mud,  buUding  up  the  banks,  and  generally  improving 
the  fishing,  but  owing  to  the  great  amount  of  care  exer- 
cised this  time,  future  weed  cutting,  it  is  hoped,  will  cost 
but  little.  A  quantity  of  rainbow  trout  {Salmo  irideus) 
fry  (about  5000)  have  been  promised  to  the  society  by  the 
Koyai  Aquarium  Company,  providing  they  are  turned  into 
these  waters  and  properly  looked  after.  The  offer 
has  been  accepted,  and  it  is  hoped  that  satisfactory 
results  may  be  obtained  from  the  experiment.  The 
fishing  on  the  river  Chess  (rented  by  the  society)  has 
fulfilled  all  expectations,  a  large  number  of  trout  having 
been  taken  with  the  fly  during  the  season  ended  Sept.  30  last, 
some  up  to  nearly  31b.  in  weight.  The  wet  fly  is  now  per- 
mitted on  the  water  from  April  1  to  June  30.  But  from 
July  1  to  Sept.  30  the  dry  fly  only  is  allowed.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  the  proper  protection  of  the 
fish  during  the  spawning  season.  An  offer  has  been 
accepted  from  the  Royal  Aquarium  Company  to  place 
6000  Salmo  fario  fry  in  these  waters  during  the  next  few 
months.  The  takes  of  fish,  both  fresh  and  salt  water, 
have  been  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  previous  years.  A 
number  of  specimen  fish  have  been  captured.  The  most 
notable  additions  during  the  year  to  the  museum  are  a 
case  containing  a  grayling,  presented  by  W.  R.  Reeves, 
Esq.,  weighing  2jlb.,  and  several  cases  of  artificial  flies, 
&c.,  presented  by  Messrs.  Goodwin  and  Hoyle. 

Caps  and  medals  have  been  awarded  for  specimen  fish  as 
under :  Dr.  Brunton's  cup  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Reeves,  for  perch 
of  21b.  2oz.,  and  grayling  of  21b.  loz. ;  Dr.  Ladell's  shield 
to  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  tor  bream  of  51b.,  and  trout  of 
21b.  lOoz. ;  Deal  challenge  cup  to  Mr.  E.  C.  Clements. 
Silver  medals  to  Messrs.  E.  Hesse,  for  dace  of  15|oz. ; 
J.  T.  Emery,  for  trout  of  21b.  lOoz.  (Chesham) ;  W.  R. 
Reeves,  for  perch  of  21b.  2oz. ;  J.  H.  Walker,  for  grayling 
of  21b.  4oz. ;  Wrightson,  for  pike  of  151b.  8oz. ;  J.  B. 
Close,  for  trout  of  31b.  9oz. ;  E.  C.  Clements,  for  whiting 
of  21b.  IJoz. ;  J.  Dryden,  for  cod  of  141b.  2oz. ;  and  Dr. 
C.  S.  Patterson,  for  conger  of  181b. 

The  Gresham  lugger,  presented  to  the  society  in  1897,  has 
been  re-fitted,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Leigh  for  the  entire 
use  of  the  members.  The  library  has  been  considerably 
added  to  during  the  past  year  by  gifts  from  members,  and 
by  purchase.  It  is  now  one  of  the  best  and  most  varied 
collections  of  angling  books  and  literature  relating  thereto, 
possessed  by  any  angling  society.  A  fund  has  been  formed 
for  the  purposes  of  re-stocking.  The  programme  for  the 
period  ending  Feb.  28th,  1900,  is  in  course  of  preparation, 
and  wiU  shortly  be  in  the  hands  of  the  members.  It  will 
include  maps  of  our  waters  at  Kelvedon  and  Chesham, 
together  with  a  quantity  of  useful  information.  The  com- 
mittee would  bfl  pleased  to  receive  suggestions  in  writing 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  programme  as  useful  and 
concise  as  possible  ;  also  to  receive  the  name  of  any  gentle- 
man who  would  volunteer  to  read  a  paper  before  the  society. 
The  meetings  have  teen  well  attended  during  the  past 
twelve  months.  Every  effort  is  made  to  give  the  members 
pleasant,  entertaining,  and  instructive  evenings.  Papers 
read  by  members,  discussions,  concerts,  dinners,  and 
other  functions  have  all  passed  oS  in  an  eminently  satis- 
factory and  pleasurable  manner.  The  subscription  and 
entrance  fee  to  the  society  was  raised  in  May  last,  with 
regard  to  gentlemen  nominated  for  membership  after  that 
date.  The  entrance  fee  is  now  £1  Is.,  and  the  subscrip- 
tion £1  lis.  6d.  The  society  has  contributed  to  general 
preservation  work,  and  the  re-stocking  of  public  waters. 


READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
r  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  will  be  held 
on  Monday,  the  6th  of  February,  at  the  Great  Western 
Hotel,  Reading,  at  C.30  p.m.  The  annual  dinner  will  be 
held  at  the  hotel  at  7  o'clock  on  the  same  day.  The 
president,  James  Simonds,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 
Great  Weetera  Hotel,  F.  Brown  (Hon.  Sec). 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Me,  Feank  Ward  took  the  chair  at  Monday's  meeting, 
but  angling  news  was  almost  nil.  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews 
and  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  had  taken  a  few  roach  and  a 
single  chub,  but  beyond  these  report  s  river  fishing  appeared 
to  have  been  considerably  "  off."  So,  too,  with  regard  to 
salt  water  angling.  Dr.  Patterson  and  six  friends  had 
been  to  Leigh  after  flonnders,  but  between  them  had 
caught  but  seven  fish  !  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  suggested  the 
idea  of  transporting  May  Fly  to  the  new  water  at 
Uxbridge.  He  thought  the  experiment  was  worth 
trying.  It  might  be  done  by  collecting  either  the 
larvaa  before  the  fly  emerged,  or  by  catching  the 
fly  itself  and  putting  it  in  suitable  places  on  the 
Colne,  so  that  it  might  lay  eggs,  which  would  hatch  out 
later  on.  Mr.  Bywaters  mentioned  that  the  grannom  had 
been  successfully  introduced  on  the  Kennet  at  Hungerford, 
and  he  did  not  see  why  the  May  Fly  should  not  be  brought 
in  the  same  way  to  the  Colne.  Here  is  a  grand  chance  for 
the  angler-naturalist  to  distinguish  himself  _!  It  was  stated 
that  some  of  the  members  were  going  to  Ringwood  for  the 
opening  of  the  salmon  fishing,  and  a  promise  was  made 
that  if  the  visitors  got  a  fish  it  should  gracs  the  table  at 
next  Monday's  meeting.  May  this  become  a.  fait  accovipU  ! 
Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown  translated  in  his  well-known 
humorous  style,  some  very  funny  excerpts  from  the  last 
number  of  the  French  Angling  journal,  La  Pechc  Modcrne. 
The  first  story  was  to  the  effect  that  a  certain  M.  Taillard 
had  at  one  cast  taken  two  pike  weighing,  141b.  and  51b. 
respectively.  Mr.  Brown,  however,  added  that  the  cist  was 
not  made  with  abig  "  Alec,"  but  with  a  castnet !  M.  Tail- 
lard, it  appeared,  resided  in  the  Rue  do  Foolerie,  a  most 
appropriate  street  for  a  man  to  live  in  who  went  jack 
fishing  -with  a  cast  net.  Another  item  was  that  at  Staffa, 
on  Lake!  Zurich,  a  pike  had  been  taken,  evidently  by 
fair  means,  of  411b.  The  third  tale  related  to  the  spoon 
bait  and  its  prohibition  in  the  Marne  and  Seine,  probably 
on  account  of  trailing.  Notwithstanding  this  spinner 
being  forbidden,  a  certain  French  angler  fished  with  it 
"  amid  the  applause  of  two  thousand  spectators  who  lined 
the  binks,  and  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  excellent 
band  of  Lagny  and  a  fanfare  of  trumpets."  The 
Guard,  however,  seized  the  tackle,  and  the  paragraph 
concluded  as  follows  :  "  We  await  with  interest  the 
outcome  of  this  historic  day."  (Much  laughter.)  Mr. 
Brown  lastly  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  to  be 
a  grand  concoura  of  Piscators  International  of  the 
Amicable  Society  of  Pecheurs  d  la  ling  at  Arras,  on 
Sunday,  Aug.  23  next,  1000  francs  are  offered  in  prizes, 
specie,  medals,  and  ohjets  d'art,  with  special  prizes  for 
banners,  flags,  and  devices  ;  open  to  all  comers.  There 
will  also  be  prizes  for  singers,  and  a  competition  fanfare  of 
trumpets,  and  for  the  tromp  de  chasse,  which  will  take  place 
on  the  same  day,  2500  francs  being  offered  in  rewards.  Truly, 
the  French  anglers  have  fearful  and  wondeful  ideas  of  the 
way  of  running  a  competition.  It  was  not,  however, 
proposed  that  the  Piscatorial  Society  should  send  a  repre- 
sentative to  enter  the  lists  for  any  of  the  fishing,  singing, 
or  trumpet  prizes  offered  ! 

The  committee  wUl  meet  early  on  Monday  evening  to 
settle  the  regulations  and  special  permits  for  fishing  the 
Uxbridge  water.  These  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
printed  to  those  members  who  have  paid  their  current 
year's  subscription  of  three  guineas.  The  annual  dinner 
will  tike  place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  as  usual,  the 
date  fixed  being  March  20  next.  M.  G,  E.  de  C. 


THE  LISMORE  FISHERY  CASE. 
At  the  Lismore  (Ireland)  Petty  Sessions  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  28,  judgment  was  delivered  in  the  important  Lismore 
fishery  cise.  The  defendants  were  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire and  Messrs.  C.  and  R.  Foley,  dessribed  as  owners  of 
the  Lismore  Fishery  Weir.  The  plaintiffs  were  the  Black- 
water  Fishery  Conservators,  who  were  represented  by 
their  inspector,  Mr.  Thomas  Drohau.  The  charge  against 
the  defendants  was  that  they  had  neglected  to  make  a 
legal  free  gap  at  Lismore  Weir,  in  the  river  Blackwater, 
in  the  county  of  Waterford.  A  formal  order  was  made  by 
the  magistrates  to  the  effect  that  "  the  defendants  do  pay 
for  fine  in  respect  of  each  day  during  six  months  such 
sum  exceeding  £5  and  less  than  £50  as  amounts,  in  respect 
of  the  total  number  of  days,  to  the  sum  of  £1000."  And 
it  was  further  ordered  that  in  default  of  payment  of  the 
above  sum  that  "  there  be  a  levy  by  disfrass  and  £ale  of 
the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  defendants." 


A  RESTORED  WATERWAY. 
THE  REVIVED  THAMES  AND  SEVERN  CANAL. 

We  drew  attention  some  time  ago  to  the  work  that  was 
going  on  for  the  resuscitation  of  the  Thames  and  Severn 
Canal.  That  work  is  now  complete,  and  the  first  voyage 
has  been  made  from  end  to  end,  a  distance  of  about  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  miles.  All  but  about  four  and  a  quarter 
miles  of  this  canal  has  been  closed  for  many  years,  and  it 
had  fallen  into  such  a  condition  of  decay  that  £15,000  or 
£20,000  has  had  to  be  borrowed  for  putting  it  into  navi- 
gable condition  again.  The  work  has  been  going  on  for 
the  past  three  years,  and  the  waterway  is  now  navigable 
throughout  for  boats  carrying  thirty  tons.  It  commences 
in  the  west  by  a  junction  with  the  Strood  water  naviga- 
tion at  Wellbridge,  Strood,  and  from  thence  rises  241ft. 
to  its  summit  level  at  Daneway,  seven  or  eight  miles  from 
Strood.  In  this  western  section  of  the  canal  there  are  no 
less  than  twenty-eight  locks.  The  high  level  section  is 
eight  or  nine  miles  long,  and  it  is  here,  of  course,  that  the 
canal  is  fed  by  a  pumping  station  drawing  3,000,000  gal- 
lons of  water  a  day  from  a  well  sixty-eight  feet  deep. 
There  is  also  a  feeder  from  the  river  Churn,  but  the  free 
supply  from  this  source  is  limited  to  Sundays,  owing  to  the 
legal  rights  of  millers  ia  the  district,   From  this  high 


level  at  Daneway  it  drops  down  by  another  long  series  of 
loeks  to  the  Thames  at  Leohlade.  Altogether  there  are 
in  this  famous  canal  no  less  than  fifty-seven  bridges  and 
forty-four  locks.  In  our  previous  notice  of  this  work  we 
raf erred  to  the  remarkable  tunnel  through  the  Cotswold 
Hills.  It  is  altogether  3808  yards  long,  and  nearly  a 
mile  of  it  goes  through  the  solid  rock.  This  is  one  of  the 
many  remarkable  works  projected  by  Brindley,  the  famous 
civil  engineer,  who  thought  rivers  were  of  little  practical 
value,  except  to  feed  canals.  It  was  originally  constructed 
about  a  hundred  years  ago.  In  1882,  or  thereabouts,  it 
narrowly  escaped  being  converted  into  a  section  of  railway, 
that  of  a  Echeme  for  connecting  South  Wales  with  London 
and  Southampton,  that  would  have  competed  with  the 
Great  Western.  That  scheme  fell  through,  and  then  the 
Great  Western  seem  to  have  set  up  a  private  syndicate  trt 
buy  up  the  canal,  and  it  was  subsequently  proposed  to 
close  twenty-six  miles  of  it  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Mun- 
della,  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  put  his  foot  on  this  project, 
maintaining  that  the  canals  of  the  country  ought  to  com- 
pete for  traffic  with  the  railways.  After  a  good  deal  of 
negotiation,  or  attempts  at  negotiation,  baffled  for  a  long 
time  by  the  difficulty  of  finding  out  who  really  owned,  or 
controlled  the  canal — though  everybody  assumed  that  of 
course  it  was  the  Great  Western — a  public  trust  has  been 
formed,  and  a  spirited  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  attract 
traffic  between  the  Thames  and  the  Severn  through  this 
restored  waterway.  The  first  impression  must  be  that  any 
competition  between  water  and  rail  between  London  and 
the  West  of  England  cannot  but  be  hopeless,  and  that  the 
attempt  to  revive  such  competition  is  a  setting  back  of  the 
clock.  Perhaps  it  will  really  prove  so.  But  it  ought  not 
to  be  too  readily  assumed.  It  is  thought  that  there  are 
some  classes  of  goods  for  which  this  waterpassage  may 
prove  a  good  deal  cheaper  than  transit  by  rail.  The  cloth 
manufacturers  of  the  West  of  England  for  instance,  may 
find  an  advantageous  way  of  getting  down  their  supplies 
of  wool  from  the  London  docks,  and  sending  back  their 
finished  goods  to  places  along  the  Thames.  Tears  ago, 
boating  parties  used  to  make  trips  across  from  the  Thames 
to  the  Severn  this  way,  and  now  that  it  has  been  put  in 
apple-pie  order  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  do  so  again, 
The  headquarters  of  the  management  are  at  Wellbridge, 
Strood. — Daily  News. 


EAST  LIVERPOOL  ANGLING  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

The  members  of  this  association  of  followers  of  the^ 
gentle  art  dined  together  recently  at  the  Bee  Hotel, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Chantler,  the  president, 
Mr.  P.  Macmuldrow,  being  unable  to  be  present.  There 
was  a  large  and  representative  gathering  of  members  and 
friends,  the  guests  including  Capt.  MacNab,  president  of 
the  Liverpool  Angling  Association  ;  Mr.  Taylor,  of  the 
Nelson  Anglers;  Mr.  Collinson,  West  Derby  Anglers; 
Mr.  Ross,  Central  Anglers  ;  and  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr. 
Bancroft,  Warrington  Anglers.  After  an  excellent  repast 
had  been  disposed  of,  the  cloth  was  removed,  and  the 
chairman  gave  the  loyal  toasts,  which  were  received  with 
musical  honours.  Mr.  G.  Attwood  then  proposed  the  toast 
of  ' '  Kindred  Associations,' '  which  was  responded  to  by  Mr. 
Bancroft,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Capt.  MacNab.  The  prizes  were 
then  presented.  There  were  four  special  and  twenty-one 
specimen  prizes.  Of  the  former  a  marble  clock,  presented 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Wright  for  a  roach,  was  won  by  Mr.  G. 
Barratt;  a  silk  line,  presented  by  Mr.  Parks  for  a  trout, 
was  won  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Porter  ;  case  of  carvers,  presented 
by  Mr.  Stanbury  for  a  tench  from  Meols  Lake,  was  won  by ' 
Mr.  Wishart,  who  also  carried  off  with  the  same  fish  a 
guinea  rod,  presented  by  Mr.  Moore,  Whitechapel,  for  the 
heaviest  fish  from  Meols  Lake.  A  capital  programme  was 
gone  through  during  the  evening.  Mr.  M.  V.  Clyto  con- 
tributed a  clever  and  amusing  ventriloquial  sketch  with  his 
figure  of  Ally  Sloper ;  Mr.  Williams,  concertina  solos ;  Mr. 
Gilbert,  some  capital  coster  songs  ;  other  songs  being 
given  by  Messrs.  J.  E.  Mawdsley,  W.  Sutton,  P.  Clyto, 
Keefe,  and  J.  Williamson,  and  a  recitation  by  Mr. 
Cross.  Messrs.  Freeman  and  T.  Mawdsley  accompanied. 
A  branch  of  this  association  has  been  formed  in  the  north 
end  of  the  city,  and  is  called  the  Bootle  branch,  of  which 
Mr.  W.  Jones,  the  founder  of  the  Liverpool  Angling 
Association,  has  been  duly  elected  the  chairman ;  Mr. 
J.  E.  Pritchard,  vice-chairman;  Mr.  Jas.  Reynolds, 
secretary  (pro  tern.) ;  treasurer,  Mr.  G.  Barratt.  The 
second  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  at  which  several 
new  members  were  elected,  making  just  on  twenty 
members  all  told.  This  can  be  considered  very  good,  and 
there  is  every  likelihood  of  there  being  twenty  more 
during  the  next  two  meetings,  the  first  of  which  takes 
place  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  Merandia-road,  on  Wednes- 
day, at  8.30  p.m.  The  committee  of  the  parent  association 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  at  8.30  p.m. 

James  Reynolds, 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  executive  council  took  place  at  Stoo 
port  on  Saturday  last.  Representatives  were  present  fro 
Manchester,    Bolton,    Wigan,    Blackburn,  Liverpool 
Atherton,  Farnworth,  Crewe,  Stockport,  Oldham,  Ash 
ton,  and  Stalybridge.    In  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  C.  tr 
Roberts,  who  was  unable  to  attend,  the  chair  was  take 
by  Mr.  George  Sutherland,  J.P.,  of  Wigan.    The  minute 
of  last  meeting  having  been  confirmed,  it  was  reporte 
that  the  proprietors  of  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  ha 
been  stocking  the  water  with  young  fish,  and  the  secreta 
was  instructed  to  write  to  the  manager  for  particulars.  I 
was  agreed  that  the  members  of  unattached  clubs  b 
required  to  pay  the  levy  to  the  Coarse  Fishers'  Defeno 
Fund  along  with  the  yearly  subscription  for  membership, 
and  that  all  centre  secretaries  be  responsible  for  the 
levies  in  their  districts,  the  same  to  be  paid  in  at  next 
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neeting.  The  newly  formed  centres  at  Preston  and 
jverpool  were  accepted  into  the  association.  The  date 
if  the  proposed  grand  fiishing  contest  was  fixed  for 
jatnrday,  June  24,  the  match  to  be  fished  in  three 
ections  on  Lancaster  canal,  viz..  Barton  and  Brooghton, 
ircck,  and  Garstanga.  A  sub-committee  was  appointed 
0  arrange  details  and  conduct  the  match,  it  being  left 
iptional  for  any  member  of  the  council  to  fish  if  he  desires 

0  do  30.  The  entrance  fee  to  be  la.  6d.  each,  to  include 
he  canal  bank  fee.  The  match  to  be  open  to  the  public, 
ind  £30  to  be  offered  in  prizes.  Every  competitor  will 
)e  required  to  produce  his  railway  ticket  when  weighing- 
n,  to  show  that  he  has  travelled  by  the  special  trains 
^aranteed  for  the  occasion,  and  no  one  will  be  permitted 
:o  fish  in  the  canal  previously  to  the  commencement  of 
,he  contest.  The  next  meeting  of  the  council  to  be  held 
n  April,  at  Farnworth.  Several  other  minor  matters 
)f  interest  to  the  members  were  disposed  of,  the  meeting 
asting  nearly  four  hours,  broken  only  for  a  short  period 
:o  enable  the  assembled  representatives  to  partake  of 
unch,  kindly  provided  by  the  Stockport  Centre,  to  whom 

1  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered. 

Thos.  W.  Eedford,  Hon.  Sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


tr^V?"  River  Reporters  who  tvant  forms  and  envelopes 
'  I  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishinr 
j.^..ETTE,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

•To  find  the  t:me  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
oUowing  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
>iTen  below. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^.5-5  min.  for  Kew. 

J40   ,,     ,,   Putney.  aa,^)'^    .i     'i  Eichmond. 

*™}4-5   „     ,,  Hammersmith.  '^'"'ISO    ,,     „  Twickenham. 

(.50   „     „  Barnes.  (,85    ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

'Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
mil  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B  — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
ind  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watee  at  London  Bridge. 

Moming.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  4    6.55    7.22 

Sunday,       „    7.52    8.26 

Monday,       „     6    9.  7    9..54 

Tuesday.      „     7   10.41    11  25 

Wednesday,  „     8    —    0.  6 

rhnrsday,    „     9    0.40    1.  8 

Friday,        „   10    1.34    1.59 

High  'Waieb  at  Ambeelet  and  Pulboeough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  4    7.35    8.  2 

Stinday,       „     5    8.32    9.  6 

Monday,      „     6    9.47    10..34 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pnlborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Iiower  Thames. — General  Kemarks. — The  report 
at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  at  the 
Holborn  Kestaurant,  from  my  good  friend,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley,  who  is  one  of  ita  most  popular  members,  that  he 
had  recently  seen,  at  Weybridge,  a  large  shoal  of  bream 
gambolling  about  on  the  surface,  reminds  me  of  a  con- 
versation I  once  had,  years  ago,  with  the  late  Mr.  John 
Harris,  of  the  LincDln  Arms  Hotel — and  a  grand  old 
fisherman — when  he  told  me  the  bream  originally  got  into 
the  Thames  at  Shepperton  from  the  bursting  of  the  Wey  ; 
but  my  recollection  does  not  serve  me  now  as  to  the  great 
quantity  he  got  in  angling  soon  afterwards.  But  I  think  I 
have  before  remarked  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  Chertsey 
is  indebted  to  Shepperton  for  the  first  introduction  of 
bream  there  from  the  rod  of  the  late  Mr.  HeEeltine,  who  I 
knew  as  a  most  successful  angler  and  a  thorough 
sportsman.  The  great  take  of  bream  at  Chertsey, 
with  James  Haslett,  of  1471b.  weight  in  one  day, 
must  not  be  forgotten.  When  I  was  at  Twicken- 
ham, on  Tuesday,  the  water  had  much  improved, 
and  some  punts  were  out,  but  up  to  then  nothing  much 
had  been  done.  A  fine  specimen  of  the  head  of  an 
"angler"  fish  was  received  on  Saturday  evening  last  by 
Mr.  Charles  Shore  from  a  friend,  which  had  been  caught 
in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  was  on  view  at  Messrs.  Fisher 
and  Son,  8,  London-road  (fishmongers  to  H.R.H.  Duo 
d'Orleans),  and  attracted  much  attention.  It  weighed 
401b.,  and  is  being  sent  for  preservation.  At  the 
preliminary  meeting  at  the  Black  Dog  Hotel,  at  Twicken- 
ham, on  Friday  evening  last,  it  was  decided  to  establish 
an  angling  club  for  the  district,  to  be  called  the  Twicken- 
ham Piscatorial  Society,  and  upwards  of  a  dozen  members 
were  enrolled — Mr.  Garwood  occupied  the  chair — and  was 
adjourned  for  a  larger  meeting  on  Feb.  7.  Mr.  Ogden 
Smith  informed  me  on  Tuesday  he  had  received  some 
additional  namei  to  be  enrolled  as  members,  and  there 
was  every  prospect  of  the  society  being  made  a  great 
Bucceas.  It  it  is  carried  on  on  the  same  lines  as  the  one  at 
Kingston  it  cannot  fail  to  be  accomplished,  and  that  one  is 
due  to  the  practical  energy  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  who 
is  entitled  to  the  highest  credit  for  the  interest  he  has 
taken  in  the  working  of  it. — B, 

  (Datchet). — Kiver  in  firtt  rate  order.    I  have 

been  out  twice  this  week.  Had  a  good  bag  of  roich  and 
perch  with  worm.  Jack  and  chub  might  be  sought  after 
now  with  every  prospect  of  success. — G.  Lu.msden'. 

  (Hampton  Court).  —  William  Milbourne,  on 

Tuesday,  writes:  "The  water  is  now  going  down,  and 
getting  into  better  condition  for  angling,  but  there  ia  still 
a  heavy  stream,  as  the  weirs  are  only  partly  shut  in. 
My  son  Thomas,  jack  fishing  with  a  gentleman  to-day, 
landed  five  jack,  the  three  largest  together  weighing 
14ilb. ;  the  other  two  were  returned.   The  bank  anglers 


have  been  doing  well  with  the  roach  the  last  two  or  three 
days,  some  of  them  weighing  IJlb.  each.  In  the  course  of 
a  few  fine  days,  when  the  weirs  are  shut  in  the  water  will 
be  in  good  order  for  all-round  fishing. — B." 

  (Henley). — Feb.  2. — The  water  ia  now  in  splendid 

condition.  It  has  fell  to  a  good  level,  although  a  strong 
stream  is  running.  Good  sport  has  been  had  among  the 
roach,  perch,  and  jack,  and  are  still  well  on  the  feed, 
although  I  can  hear  of  no  large  pike  having  been  taken. 
On  the  27th  and  28th  ult.,  Mr.  Escombe,  out  with  G. 
Arlett,  three  jack  and  20ib.  of  roach.  On  the  29th  ult., 
Messrs.  W.  and  S.  Meyers,  out  with  J.  James,  six  jack, 
weighing  close  on  301b.,  best  fish  71b.  On  the  same  date, 
Mr.  Johnson,  out  with  G.  Arlett,  seven  jack,  best  fish  51b. 
On  the  .30th  ult.,  Messrs.  Tod  Pulling  and  W.  Clisby,  out 
with  G.  Arlett,  four  jack,  best  fish  4ilb.,  and  a  good  bag 
of  perch.  On  the  31st  ult.,  Mr.  Ward,  out  with  G.  Arlett, 
a  nice  bag  of  roach,  perch,  and  a  6Jlb.  jack.  On  the  same 
date,  Mr.  J.  Harvey,  jun.,  20lb.  of  reach,  best  fish  lib. 
On  the  1st  inst.,  a  patron  of  J.  James,  four  jack,  best  fish 
3Jlb.,  and  a  few  perch  ;  a  patron  of  W.  Vaughan,  four 
dozen  roach  ;  Dr.  Jeston,  out  with  R.  Young,  of  Medmen- 
ham,  six  jack,  best  fish  3jlb.,  and  fifty  brace  of  retainable 
perch;  and  Mr.  J.  Harvey,  jun.,  two  dozen  roach,  best 
fish  IJlb. ;  several  other  anglers  having  good  bags  of 
roach,  perch  np  to  IJ^lb.,  and  some  jack  up  to  51b. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (King^ston). — John  Johnson  reports  some  fishing 

with  Mr.  Grimston,  who  creeled  several  nice  bream. 
The  water  had  gone  down  nicely,  and  is  in  good  con- 
dition.— B. 

  (Lechlade,  &0.),  —  The   country  around  this 

district  has  been  for  a  week  past  covered  with  floods  for 
miles,  and  looking  in  some  parts  en  rough  days  like  a 
miniature  sea.  Angling  matters  have  consequently  been 
nearly  at  a  standstill  pending  the  abating  of  the  floods  and 
the  water  clearing.  Some  good  sport  should  then  be  had 
with  pike,  perch,  and  roach  during  the  remainder  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season.  Barbelling  items  have  been  par- 
ticularly quiet  of  late,  these  big  fish  being  well  down  m 
their  winter  deeps,  and  the  best  time  for  them  is 
practically  over.  The  Thames  and  Severn  Canal  is  again 
open  for  traflic  from  Inglesham  Lock,  about  a  mile  above 
this  town,  right  away  through  to  Stroud  and  on  to  the 
Severn.  The  canal  contains  perch,  roach,  and  jack,  but  at 
present  they  run  small.  Fine  tench  are  met  with  in  some 
of  the  sections,  up  to  31b.  each.  Some  Swindon  gentlemen 
had  spoit  with  jack  at  St.  John's  Bridge  on  Wednesday. 
Water  clearing  fast. — Rambler. 

  (Teddin{fton). — W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Hinton,  three  jack,  the  largest  ojlb.  A  few  hours  with 
Mr.  W.  H.  Port,  of  Teddington,  four  jack,  the  largest 
4Jlb.,  and  lost  one  of  about  101b.  Half  a  day,  with  Mr. 
Stokes,  two  jack,  weighing  respectively  71b.  and  4|lb.  In 
two  houra,  with  Mr.  Ben  Giles,  three  jack,  the  largest  6 Jib. 
The  water  is  in  splendid  condition  for  jack  fishing  if  the 
rains  keep  off. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— R.  Moffatt,  in  three  days, 

nine  bream,  the  largest  2|lb.,  and  three  dozen  of  roach, 
the  largest  IJlb. — B. 

  (Windsor).— Feb.  2.  The  water  is  now  in  first- 
class  order,  and  anglers  should  lose  no  time  in  trying  the 
jack  and  chub.  For  the  first  time  this  season  everything 
is  favourable  for  good  bags  of  the  latter  being  accounted 
for,  the  drawback  all  the  season  has  been  the  want  of 
enough  stream  to  get  a  quick  and  clean  swim  down,  which 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  a  heavy  bag. — Cecil 
Howlett. 

Amn  (Pulborough).— A  fair  muster  visited  here  on 
Jan.  29th,  who  found  the  river  in  fair  order  considering 
the  recent  floods,  though  on  account  of  frosts  takes  ruled 
small,  and  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Allan  (St. 
Alban's)  who  took  four  bream,  31b.,  other  takes  were  very 
small.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night)  the 
river  ia  fast  righting  itself. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Barton  Broad  (Stalham). — Since  Christmas  the 
pike  fishing  has  been  very  good,  Mr.  E.  Rose,  of  Wood- 
ford, has  taken  a  few  nice  fish  up  to  lUb.  weight.  Mr. 
Penny  and  friend,  from  Yarmouth,  have  had  a  good  day,  I 
should  say  one  of  the  best  this  season,  numbering  several 
good  fish  ;  several  other  gentlemen  have  been  fairly 
successful.  Mr.  M.  H.  Matthews,  of  Southtown,  Great 
Yarmouth,  had  one  of  141b.,  and  another  on  Monday  last ; 
he  writes  me  to  say  prospects  are  good.  I  should  say  so, 
too.  With  fine  weather  some  good  fiah  could  bo  taken ; 
so  far  this  has  been  a  record  season  at  Barton. — Alma 
Nichols. 

Bottisham   Locks    (Waterbeach,  Cambs.).— 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  bright,  with 
alight  frost,  and  these  have  much  improved  the  condition 
of  the  river.  At  present  everything  points  to  the  angler 
for  pike  having  good  sport.  Several  had  during  the  past 
two  weeks.  There  is  no  doubt  but  near  the  waterfalls  at 
the  locks  just  now  pike  are  numerous,  and  are  working  up 
stream.  Roach  fishing  has  been  slow,  having  such  change- 
able weather.  The  dace  have  been  spawning  the  last 
month.  Live  baits  on  the  spot.  Present  time  of  writing 
(Feb.  1)  water  in  good  colour,  and  bank  angling  clean. 
Wind  W. — John  O.  George. 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.  (East  Oloncester shire). —The 
heavy  and  continuous  rains  we  have  had  during  January 
has  put  these  trout  streams  bank  high,  and  in  many  parts 
in  flood — higher  than  known  for  several  years.  Generally 
on  these  streams  this  means  a  good  spawning  season,  the 
ducks  being  non-plussed  and  not  venturing  nearly  so  much 
on  the  rapidly  flowing  streams.  They  can  in  several  parts 
be  seen  contenting  themselves  at  the  water's  edge  or  on 
the  river  banks.  Reports  generally  speak  of  the  big 
spawning  trout  as  being  unusually  numerous  on  many  of 
the  lengths,  due  undoubtedly  to  liberal  and  judicious  re 
stocking  with  fariox  and  keeping  ducks  off  the  water.  The 
season  will  undoubtedly  be  an  early  one,  and  the  12in. 
fish  will  be  in  good  condition  by  the  opening  of  the  season, 


about  Easter  time.  Have  seen  several  March  Browns, 
Duns,  and  Spinners  on  the  water  during  the  past  fort- 
night.— Pan. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).— It  is  satisfactory  to 
learn  that  something  is  to  be  done  as  regards  the  re- 
btocking  of  the  river.  It  was  announced  this  week  to  the 
members  of  the  Angling  Association  that  that  body  would 
have  been  prepared  to  devote  money  to  the  purpose  if 
necessary.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  Fishery  Associa- 
tion, who  own  the  valuable  net  fishing  at  Totnes  Weir, 
intend  spending  a  considerable  sum  (probably  £1*XJ)  in  re- 
stocking the  river  with  trout,  and  in  providing  ponds  for 
the  rearing  of  salmon  from  tie  ova  by  various  stages,  it 
being  proposed  to  do  this  on  an  extensive  scale.  This 
announcement  will  be  hailed  with  satisfaction  by  all 
anglers.  The  question  of  the  prohibition  of  the  use  of 
the  minnow  within  100yds.  of  Totnes  Weir  has  again  been 
brought  forward,  it  being  thought  by  many  anglers  that 
the  regulation  put  in  force  by  the  Fishing  Association  a 
year  or  so  since  is  a  vexations  and  unnecessary  one.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  ia  urged  that  if  the  rule  is  rescinded  it 
would  afford  opportunities  for  "jigging"  fish,  and  that 
probably  the  association's  right  ot  fishing  at  the  weir 
would  be  cancelled. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Tamar  and  Plym  Board 
of  Conservators  may  congratulate  themselves  on  their 
satisfactory  financial  position.  Their  total  receipts  last 
season  amounted  to  £326,  and  they  have  a  credit  balance 
of  £186.  In  all,  221  rod  and  line  licences  were  issued,  the 
average  for  the  past  seven  years  being  244  ;  but  rod  fisher-' 
man  experienced  a  very  bad  season.  From  observation  of; 
the  spawning  beds  of  the  Plym  and  Meavy,  it  is  thought 
that  the  rivers  are  stocked  with  a  very  fine  lot  of  fish._  In 
view  of  possible  increased  expenditure  in  acquiring 
additional  rights,  &c.,  the  Exe  Cotservatora  are  unable  to 
recommend  the  expenditure  of  any  money  for  re-stccking 
purposes.  Last  season  1961  salmon  were  caught  by  nete  ' 
in  the  tidal  portions  of  the  Exe  (a  total  weight  of  21,5711b.) 
and  224  (weighing  31721b.)  in  the  inland  waters.  Rod 
fishermen  secured  112  salmon,  scaling  11011b.  in  all.— 
Devonian. 

Bze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — For  the  first  time  for' 
four  months  we  have  enjoyed  a  whole  fine  week.  Although 
it  has  been  very  keen,  anglers  have  taken  full  advantage  of 
the  dry  spell,  and  a  number  of  pike  have  paid  the  penalty. 
The  best  fish  of  the  week  was  a  ISJ-pounder,  which  fell  to 
the  rod  of  Lieut.  Holland.  Strange  to  say,  this  was  the 
gallant  ofiicer's  debut  in  pike  fishing,  so  that  he  ia  to  be 
doubly  congratulated. — Red  Palmer. 

Ten  District  (South  Iilnos.  and  Cambs.).— A 
change  is  apparently  coming  over  the  spirit  of  the  angler's 
dream.  Ten  days  ago  roach  were  the  feature  of  his 
basket ;  now,  apparently,  pike  is  to  have  a  chance.  The 
cold  weather  of  last  week  is  having  its  effect,  and  better 
work  is  said  to  be  doing  on  the  pike  waters,  especially  the 
Forty-foot  and  the  Welland.  Several  lots  have  been, 
reported,  but  news  of  the  big  fish  will  come  later  on. — ■ 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  frost  last  week 
deepened,  until  by  the  week-end  many  of  the  still  waters 
were  covered  with  ice.  This  damped  the  ardour  of  the 
canal  fishers.  What  few  anglers  were  out  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  confined  their  operations  to  the  running  streams. 
A  few  chub  and  grayling  were  reported  from  the  uppet, 
waters,  whilst  in  the  lower  and  Haxey  way  jack  and  pike 
had  attention.  Reports,  however,  up  to  date  are  very 
meagre. — L. 

Lark  (Icklingham  and  Lackford).-pThe  river  in 
this  district  is  in  very  fair  order  for  pikeing.  Only  a 
few  rods,  however,  have  been  out.  Messrs.  J.  Hedges 
and  Brownfield,  four  pike  on  the  26th  ult.  Water  in  most 
parts  is  in  a  lovely  condition  for  spinning.  Mr.  W.  G. 
King  had  some  good  roach  and  dao3  with  worm  at 
Lackford  last  week. — A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lea. — Last  week  I  expressed  the  hope  that  in  my  next 
report  I  should  be  able  to  record  some  good  catches, 
especially  as  regards  the  roach  ;  but  up  to  this  (Thuraday) 
morning  I  have  heard  of  very  little  aport  from  the  Lea. 
Generally  speaking,  the  river  haa  been  in  condition  for  all- 
round  angling,  and  the  only  aasumption  ia  that  the 
unsettled  and  changeable  weather  has  affected  the  fiah  in 
regard  to  their  feeding  habits.  The  Rye  House  district 
appears  to  have  yielded  the  best  sport.  Here  I  hear  of  a 
101b.  basket  of  roach  being  obtained,  and  also  of  a  pike  of 
about  101b.  being  brought  to  bank.  A  number  of  pike 
have  been  taken  at  St.  Margaret's,  one  club  angler  getting 
three  going  9ilb.  ;  but  dull  sport  is  reported  from  Ware 
and  Hertford.  A  few  nice  roach  have  been  caught  at 
Cheshunt,  but  little  has  been  done  among  these  fish  in  the 
Enfield  Lock  district.  The  Stort  has  once  more  dis- 
appointed anglers,  the  water  having  greatly  varied.  Upon^ 
one  occasion  parts  of  the  upper  river  were  coated  with' 
ice.  No  results  worth  recording  are  reported,  but  the 
water  ia  in  condition. — Izaak  Walton. 

SMUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  thece 
streams  have  gone  down,  and  were  on  a  fair  way  to  cleaxv 
ing  at  the  end  of  last  week,  when  sharp  frosts  had  frozen' 
the  water  over  the  fields,  and  skating  was  brisk  ;  a  sudden" 
thaw  set  in  on  Monday,  followed  by  rain,  and  it  has  been 
threatening  every  day  since,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of 
any  fishing  being  done  for  some  days.  What  is  wanted  is 
some  good  frosts,  and  then  fishing  would  be  good.  The 
Pinsley  is  oolourad. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterboron^h).  —  There  ia  a  considerable 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  river  this  week  as 
compared  with  the  paet  fortnight,  the  wat«r,  according 
to  the  gaugel^at  the  town  bridge,  having  fallen  about  2ft., 
and  now  it  ia  assuming  its  usual  colour,  but  no  particular 
sport  has  yet  been  indulged  in.  The  dredging  of  the  river 
in  the  Wisbech  district  is  just  now  the  subject  of  much 
interest,  the  Corporation  having  decided  to  purchase  an 
Eroder  dredger  at  a  cost  of  about  £1800  ;  but  a  memorial 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  Local  Governmert  Board  asking 
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them  not  to  sanction  the  borrowing  of  the  money  for  the 
pnrpoBe.— E.  A.  S. 
-  Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Trout  fishing  on  the 
public  water  at  this  place,  as  well  as  on  some  reaches 
higher  up  the  river,  commences  from  to-morrow  (Feb.  2). 
The  Bicton  water  does  not  open  until  March  1.  Sad  to 
relate,  the  netters  have  already  commenced  dragging  the 
public  water,  and  will,  no  doubt,  continue  to  do  so  without 
hindrance,  as  usual.  The  recent  floods  have  thoroughly 
cleaned  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  have  in  many  placss 
created  new  runs.  The  public  water  looks  very  well  for 
the  angler.  From  all  accounts,  there  are  not  so  many 
sea  trout  in  the  river  as  usual,  but  as  yet  nothing  certain 
on  this  head  can  be  known — Heron. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton,  St.  Neot's).— Jan.  31.  This 
is  the  jack  fisher's  time.  We  have  had  three  weeks'  flood 
waters  rolling  down  the  river,  which  has  driven  the  fish 
from  the  middle  of  the  river  into  the  corners  and  back- 
waters, and  near  the  sides,  where  the  force  of  the  stream 
has  been  broken  by  weeds  and  reeds,  or  anything  that 
broke  the  face  of  it.  The  fish,  therefore,  will  be  in  larger 
numbers  in  less  room,  and  good  baskets  ought  to  be  made. 
The  water  is  in  perfect  condition.— W.  Docker. 

Onse  (Holy-well  Perry).— River  in  thorough  good 
condition,  and  some  very  decent  jack  taken  daily,  largest 
since  last  week  SJlb.,  one  gentleman  yesterday  taking  six 
good  fish.  The  water  is  a  better  colour  than  it  has  been 
all  the  season,  so  things  look  very  promising.  The  frosts 
have  sharpened  their  appetites  a  lot.— A.  Scard 

^'^f^'  Hunts.).— Chub  up  to  51b,  pike  9Jlb., 
roach  lib.  7oz.  have  been  taken  this  week.  Should  we 
get  no  more  rain  we  shall  have  splendid  water  for  our 
annual  match  with  the  N.A.P.S.  on  Thursday,  Feb.  9.— 

E.  COLLINSON. 

^  Ouse  (St.  Neot's).— Water  clearing  very  nicely  •  it 
18  now  m  very  good  condition  indeed,  and  by  Friday  or 
baturday  will  be  about  perfect.  A  gentleman  has  just 
caught  three  nice  jack  near  my  boathouse,  in  half  an 
hour,  two  of  41b.,  the  other  rather  smaller.  I  quite  think 
sport  may  now  be  depended  upon,  conditions  all  round 
bemg  very  favourable. — Wm.  Nash. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— After  the  recent  boisterous  weather  we  have 
now  a  complete  change,  and  with  sharp,  frosty  nights, 
followed  by  brilliant  sunshine  throughout  the  day,  angling 
tor  grayling  is  now  pursued  under  the  most  favourable 
conditions,  and  very  good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Tanat 
with  these  fish.  In  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  capital  sport 
13  being  had,  especially  with  pike,  and  last  Saturday  some 
Liverpool  anglers  had  a  very  good  day's  sport  in  the 
Vyrnwy,  near  Llanymynech,  and  returned  home  with 
upwards  of  oOlb.  of  pike  and  perch.— Vyrnwy 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk\-The  water  has  been  in 
splendid  condition  for  angling  during  the  past  week,  and 
!2'°oQ?.**°1i.^^^  ^^"^  landed.  Mr.  George  Root,  on 
the  ^Sth  ult..  had  amongst  others  a  roach  of  lib.  Oioz.  Mr. 
Wilson,  on  the  29th,  had  a  roach  of  lib.  12oz. ;  and  Mr 
Thatcher,  of  London,  five  pike,  all  taken  at  the  Gasworks 
v^^"  A  number  of  anglers  were  out  on  that  date, 
but  the  takes  were  mostly  very  small.  On  the  1st  inst.  Mr 
Geo.  Root  had  a  jack  of  4Jb.,  and  on  the  2nd,  71b.  of 
roach,  largest  lib.  loz.  The  water  is  still  in  first-class 
condition,  and  with  the  colder  weather  we  are  now  having 
some  good  bags  ought  to  be  made.  Gentles  or  worms  are 
themost  kilhng  baits.- W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

■Sussex  Bivers  and  Chiclieister  Canal.— With 
a-cobtinuance  of  fine  weather  rivers  have  greatly  improved 
and  are  now  in  good  order  for  all  kinds  of  angling.  From 
the  Ouse  numbers  of  small  pike  have  been  taken  ;  and 
from  the  Cuckmere,  bream  weighing  21b.,  and  perch  up  to 
i(lb.  A  few  pike  have  been  captured  from  the  Rother, 
principally  with  live  snap  ;  but  the  heaviest  fish,  weighing 
6|lb.,  was  caught  on  paternoster,  baiting  with  gudgeon,  a 
perch  of  lilb.  taking  the  lower  hook.  The  Adur  is  now 
at  Its  normal  height,  and  should  fish  all  right  by  the  5th  as 
It  IS  low  tide.  The  canal  at  Chichester  has  been  well 
patronised.  Pike  have  fed  fairly  well,  but  the  average 
hah  run  about  31b.  A  nice  pike  of  6Jlb.  was  caught  in  the 
lower  water  by  a  visitor  on  Saturday.  Perch  up  to  2^1b., 
and  bream  of  IJlb.  are  among  recent  captures.— G  F 
Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— East  wind  for  the  opening  day. 
Very  tew  able  to  stand  the  cold,  and  the  fish  knew  well 
where  to  keep.  Few  citches  and  small  are  reports  up  to 
BIX  0  clock.  I  got  only  six,  which  a  eick  friend  relished.— 
RrsTY  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  gone 
down  considerably,  and  all  the  water  has  run  off  the  fields 
bat  the  weather  has  been  very  changeable.  The  frosts  of 
last  week  froze  the  water  on  the  fields,  and  made  good 
skating;  but  a  sudden  change  on  Sunday  melted  the 
ice,  and  then  rain  threatened,  and  the  weather  has  been 
very  miserable.  The  water  is  still  rather  high  and 
coloured,  and  out  of  order  for  fly  fishing  or  bottom  ;  and 
no  anglers  have  been  out  for  a  fortnight,  and  there  is 
little- prcspect  of  any  fishing  being  had.  The  high  water 
assisted  thesalmon  to  get  up  the  little  rivers  to  spawn,  where 
they  have  not  been  for  some  years.  They  will  soon  begia 
to  get  back  to  the  Severn.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  have  all  been  running  high  and  muddy  they 
have  now  gone  down,  but  are  still  out  of  order  for  fishing 
and  httle  will  be  done  before  trout  season  begins- s' 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  river  is  still 
running  out  of  order  for  fishing.  The  sharp  frosts  at  the 
end  of  last  week  caused  the  river  to  go  down  and  begin  to 
clear,  and  there  was  a  prospect  of  sport  being  had  this 
week  but  the  weather  has  again  changed,  and  rain  has 
been  fallmg,  and  it  is  generally  miserable,  and  no  angler 
would  think  of  running  the  risk  of  catching  a  cold  instead 
ot  hah,  as  things  are  at  present,  and  nothing  will  be  done 
until  the  weather  takes  up  and  wo  have  some  good  frosts. 

— WORCKSTJSR. 


Trent  (Newark).— For  several  weeks  the  Trent  has 
been  almost  untishable,  bank  full,  and  of  bad  colour,  but 
IS  now  fining  down,  and  fit  for  either  pike  or  bottom  fish- 
ing. During  the  past  few  days  roach  and  chub  have  been 
taken  with  gentles  and  worms,  though  nothing  special  as 
specimen  fish.  Of  pike,  the  best  weighed  101b.,  taken  by 
Mr.  W.  Taylor  from  the  Muskham  Fishery,  in  which  water 
pike  fishing  ceases  on  the  15th  inst.— Trentsider. 

Witham,  &o.  (Mid-I.incolnshire).— The  continued 
rains  had  up  to  the  beginning  of  last  week  raised  heavy 
floods  on  the  Witham  beloiv  Bardney.  The  volume  from 
the  Barlings  stream  contributing  to  this  effect,  angling 
reports,  therefore,  on  the  lower  Witham  were  very 
scanty.  The  frost  chilled  the  water  a  good  deal,  and  'on 
Monday  it  was  reported  that  the  river  was  running  down 
nicely.  About  the  only  report  worth  mention  was  from 
Five  Mile  House,  where  some  roach  up  to  lib.  had  been 
taken.  A  few  decent  pike  are  reported  from  Brayford 
Pool,  at  Lincoln ;  and  at  Saxilby,  on  the  Fossdyke,  and  at 
Torksey,  at  its  junction  with  the  Trent,  a  few  roach  have 
been  taken  with  a  worm  and  bran  as  ground  bait.  Sport  is 
quiet  on  Boston  drains. — Luci. 

Yorkshire  Rivers.  —  The  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd, 
Wharfe,  &c.— The  Hawesand  High  Abbotside  Angling 
Association,  who  have  the  right  of  fishing  the  Yore  from 
the  Moorcock  Inn,  above  Hawes,  down  to  a  short  distance 
below  the  Yore  Bridge,  closed  their  waters  yesterday, 
Feb.  1,  for  grayling  fishing.  In  doing  so,  if  the  trout 
angling  is  to  be  kept  up  to  its  present  excellence,  I  think 
they  are  making  a  mistake.  It  is  evident  the  stock  of 
grayling  must  be  kept  down  to  within  reasonable  limits,  if 
not,  they  will,  in  a  great  measure,  take  the  place  of  the 
trout !  I  have  examined  the  stomachs  of  a  lot  of  grayling 
I  have  caught  during  the  past  six  weeks,  and 
have  given  dishes  to  friends,  asking  them  to  make 
a  like  examination,  and  the  result  in  every  instance 
shows  that_  the  grayling  were  full  of  trout  ova.  The 
past  grayling  season  in  the  Hawes  Association  water 
has  been  the  best  they  have  had  for  years,  a  lot  of  grayling 
have  been  caught,  and  J.  Blades  and  other  anglers  have 
had  good  sport  from  the  opening  of  the  season  up  to  its 
close,  and  not  a  single  blank  day  has  been  recorded.  Sport, 
too,  in  the  Wensleydale  Angling  Association  water  has 
been  good  during  the  past  week.  All  the  fish  caught  in 
the  Yore,  Bishopdale  Beck,  and  the  Cover  are  still  in  fine 
condition,  and  according  to  their  present  appearance  they 
will  continue  so  until  the  end  of  this  month,  at  any  rate. 
Messrs.  Dalton,  Lupton,  and  Dent,  of  Harrogate,  had  good 
sport  in  the  Yore  at  Aysgarth  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
killing  over  sixty  good  grayling  with  the  maggot  and 
worm ;  and  on  Saturday  Mr.  Kitcbing,  station-master 
of  Aysgarth,  and  three  friends  bad  gosd  creels  from 
Bishopdale  Beck,  which  joins  the  Yore  a  short  distance 
below  the  falls.  Sport  lower  down  the  main  riverhas  been 
generally  of  a  satisfactory  nature,  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  the 
Rev.  J.  Murphey,  Mr.  Collinson,  and  others  having  fre- 
quently made  good  baskets.  Mr.  Riley  Fortune,  the  well- 
known  Harrogate  piscator,  lad  a  good  day  on  the  Tanfield 
water  on  Friday,  killing  thirty-one  good  grayling.  He 
says  :  "  Most  of  my  fish  were  ciught  with  the  gentle.  I 
commenced  with  the  worm,  but  after  catching  a  few  fish 
they  would  not  take  it  at  all,  and  I  tried  the  maggot  with 
success.  Your  practical  Pennell  tackle  is  excellent;  I 
seldom  lose  a  fish  with  it;  "  and  packed  in  Messrs.  Warner 
and  Sons'  pitent  handy-gut  hook  case  the  saving  of  time 
end  trouble  is  immense.  The  invention  is  a  very  chean  one, 
and  one  of  the  most  useful  I  have  seen  for  many  years.' Very 
few  Yorkshire  grayling  waters  will  close  until  March  15. 
out  the  Costa  Club  close  theirs  on  Feb.  23.  Some  nice 
pike  have  been  caught  in  the  Swale,  and  at  Morton  Bridge 
on  Friday  last  three  anglers  from  Harrogate  caught  over 
301b.  of  roach,  dace,  &c.  Sport  has  improved  on  the 
Wharfe.  At  Newton  Kyne,  J.  E.  Miller,  jun.,  and  Mr. 
C.  Leach  had  two  nice  pike.  At  Burnsall,  Mr.  Skerring- 
ton  ciught  ten  good  grayling  with  the  worm ;  and  at 
Colhngham,  Mr.  Pickersgill,  of  Leeds,  had  a  good  dish  of 
twelve  grayling.  On  Saturday  he  caught  three  grayling 
and  half  a  dozen  dace.  Some  snow  showers  have  fallen 
to-day,  and  the  weather  is  colder  again.  Prospects  are, 
however,  good  for  next  week  if  the  weather  keeps 
favourable.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,    Perthshire,  N.B.).— 

Kenraore,  Loch  Tay.— On  the  hotel  water,  on  Jan.  25, 
Mr.  D.  Carson  killed  salmon,  341b.  30th,  Mr.  W.  Knight 
killed  salmon,  201b.    Loch  in  good  ply.— Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).  —  Jan.  20,  Mr.  Hodgson,  one 
salmon,  181b.;  Jan.  27,  Mr.  Hodgson,  one  salmon,  ISlb.  ; 
Jan.  28,  Mr.  Hodgson,  one  salmon,  231b.— H.  Maisbv. 
^  Lyon  (Forting-all).  —  Gentlemen  fishing  from  the 
Fortingall  Hotel  had  the  following  sport  :  Jan.  10,  Mr. 
Edmund  Berry,  a  beautiful  salmon  of  igjlb. ;  19th,  Mr. 
Phihp  Geen,  one,  101b.  ;  20th,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one,  301b. ; 
2lst,  Mr.  A.  C.  Johnson,  one,  181b.  ;  24th,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  two,  one  l!)lb.  and  one  201b.  There  are  lots  of 
"",Imon  to  be  seen.— MacPhail. 

North-East  of  Scotland.- In  another  week  the 
Scotch  salmon  fishing  season  will  be  in  full  swing.  A 
check  has  been  given  to  the  series  of  big  waters  in  the  low 
temperature  which  has  prevailed  for  the  past  two  weeks, 
bringing  with  it  frosts  and  flight  snowstorms.  This  will 
be  all  the  better  for  the  general  prosoects  of  the  opening 
season.  On  the  Dee  active  preparations  have  been  going 
on  for  some  time,  and  anglers  will  be  forward  in  force  on 
the  opening  day.  Mr.  J.  C.  Haslam  will  fish  the  Carlogie 
section,  Mr.  J,  C.  Deverell  (London)  the  Kincardine 
Lodge  section,  Lord  Gairoch  the  Borrowstone  waters, 
Mr.  J.  Drummond  the  Ballogie  reaches,  Major  Davidson 
the  Dees  water,  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  the  Inohmarlo, 
Sir  John  Gladstone  the  Upper  Blackball,  Mrs.  P.  Watson 
the  Woodend,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farley  the  Oairnton. 


Mr.  L.  H.  Croke  has  taken  the  Invercauld  private  water, 
and  a  number  of  rods  will  divide  the  Glentana  for  three 
months  as  formerly.  The  Ythan  and  Ugie  do  not  ooen 
tiJl  the  25th  inst.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  extremely  mild  weather 
prevailing  over  the  southern  part  of  Scotland  sinca 
Christmas  gave  -way  to  a  severe  snap  of  frost  last  week,  and 
curling  was  in  full  swing  on  a  number  of  the  lochs.  / 
thaw  set  in  on  Sunday,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  ii 
is  quickly  disappearing.  Except  there  is  a  renewal  of  tW 
frost  every  trace  of  ioe  will  hav^  disippeared  before  tU 
end  of  the  present  week.  Sipce  the  season  for  the  rd 
fishing  closed,  on  Nov.  15,  venftew  salmon  have  been  sea 
on  the  usual  spawning  hedafvihere  in  former  years  tha 
used  to  swarm.  The  kee*&rs  in  the  higher  waters  f 
the  Sol  way  rivers  reporjTtllat  breeding  salmon  ha» 
been  unusually  scarce  Khis  winter.  The  opportunid 
for  close  observation  has  bean  a  difficult  matter  for  man 
weeks  past.  owing  to  the  continual  floods  in  the  rivers,  j 
may  be  said  that  all  the  'rivers  in  Dumfriesshire  ana 
Galloway  have  been  almost  daily  in  flood  since  the  vet 
year.  Happily,  so  far,  only  two  diseased  salmon  ha* 
been  seen  this  winter,  and  it  is  hardly  likely  there  will  B 
any  serious  outbreak  this  year.  The  Solway  rivers  will  opa 
their  season  for  rod  fishing  in  three  weeks,  but  it  cann? 
be  said  that  the  spring  fishing  is  promising.  None  of  tl 
Border  rivers  give  much  spring  fishing  for  salmon,  althoug 
a  few  odd  fish  are  generally  accounted  for.  In  the  Anna 
a  new  fish  or  two  have  been  seen  ascending  the  rivfl 
within  the  last  fortnight.  Salmon  netting  on  the  Englis 
side  of  the  channel  of  the  Solway  opens  on  the  10th  inst 
and  on  the  Scotch  side,  on  the  25th.  Rod  fishing  on  th 
Nith  and  Galjoway  rivers  likewise  commences  on  Feb.  2a 
In  the  Dumfries  court  last  week  two  men  pleaded  not  guilff 
to  a  contravention  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  (Scotland)  Aoi 
After  hearing  all  the  evidence,  the  Sheriff  said  tha| 
taking  into  consideration  that  both  the  accused  had  heA 
previously  convicted  under  the  Act,  a  fine  of  £2  17s.  eacH 
would  be  imposed,  or  the  alternative  of  one  -month's 
imprisonment. — Hkatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  main  rivers  in  the  Border  district— the  two  first 
named— have  been  running  in  very  good  volume  during  the 
past  week,  and  in  nice  colour;  but  to-day  (Wednesday), 
the  opening  of  the  salmon  rod-fishing  on  both  rivers,  the 
weather  has  been  most  capricious— the  previous  evening 
we  had  a  slight  shower  of  snow,  then  frost,  and  this 
morning  more  of  the  same,  while  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening  we  were  treated  to  heavy  snow  and  sleet  showers. 
Thus  the  opening  of  the  salmon  season  was  not  a  desirable 
one,  and  no  reds  were  out  in  the  Kelso  district.  In  fact, 
the  season  will  not,  as  a  general  rule,  begin  much  before 
the  end  of  the  month.  According  to  all  accounts  that  at 
present  can  be  gleaned  from  those  who  are  supposed,  and 
ought  to  know,  there  seems  just  no  w  to  be  a  scarcity  of  clean 
run  spring  fish  in  the  Tweed ;  yet  this  is  strange,  as  we  lately 
had  some  splendid  floods,  running  well  on  for  several  days, 
and  Riving  clean  spring  salmon  a  grand  chance  to  ascend  to 
the  high  and  middle  reaches  of  the  river.  What  the  cause 
of  this  scarcity  of  clean  fish  in  such  a  river  as  the  Tweed  is 
beyond  the  ken  of  fisherman  on  the  Borders,  and  kelts 
seem  to  be  in  the  same  category  as  the  clean  fish.  Trout 
fishing  has  not  been  very  brisk  during  the  last  ten  dajs, 
only  a  few  old  hands  having  been  out,  and  their  baskets 
have  been  hght,  ranging  from  21b.  to  3ilb.,  and  not  a  buU 
trout  amongst  the  lot,  tut  a  few  had  some  very  nice  gray- 
ling, aU  in  capital  condition.  Salmon  poaching,  which  is 
now  very  much  done  away  with  in  the  Kelso  district  of  the 
Tweed  and  Teviot,  is  yet  cirried  on  to  a  small  extent. 
The  net  salmon  fishings  begin  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  inst., 
when  minnow  fishing  also  becomes  legal. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Antrim  Rivers.— The  sjason  opened  on  the  Bush  on 
Wednesday,  the  Ist  inst.,  with  the  stream  rather  high  for 
fly  fishing.    The  weather  is  more  favourable,  as  the  frost 

J  season  opened  on  the  Lagan 

and  the  Glens  of  Antrim  streams.  As  a  rule  fronting  is 
not  much  good  for  the  first  fortnight  on  these  rivers  — 
J.  A.  B. 

Boy ne.— Angling  opens  on  the  12th  inst.  There  is 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  river  above  Drogheda.— J.  A.  B 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— Angling  bagan 
on  this  river  to-day  (Feb.  1).  The  river  is  at  present  in 
good  fishing  ply,  and  as  a  number  of  fresh  run  salmon 
have  recently  been  een  passing  through  the  river  to  the 
lake  ( Melvio),  some  good  sport  should  be  had  on  the  river. 
The  daily  or  weekly  tickets  to  fish  the  Bundrowes  river 
now  can  be  obtained  from  the  manager  of  the  Bundrowes 
Fishery.  Owing  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Bundrowes 
river  has  been  protected  against  poaching  for  the  past  two 
years,  this  should  undoubtedly  be  a  sporting  spring 
amongst  the  salmon,  both  on  the  river  and  lake,  as  there 
has  been  upwards  of  a  dozen  keepers  constantly  on  the 
river  during  this  period.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Cork  Rivers.— The  accounts  to  hand  of  the  sport  on 
the  prinopil  rivers  go  to  show  that  matters  have  not  been 
up  to  anticipation,  though  fair  sport  was  generally  had. 
Spring  salmon  are  arriving  in  better  numbers  on  the  larger 
rivers  since  Monday.  All  waters  are  now  in  good  angling 
trim,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  good.— 

Kerry  Rivers.— Comparatively  little  has  been  done 
among  anglers  on  the  waters  where  angling  opened  on  the 
let.  inst.  Spring  salmon  are  reckoned  numerous,  but  the 
weather  coniitians  were  not  of  the  best.  At  lime  of 
writing,  however,  the  weather  has  undergone  a  favourable 
change,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days,  at  least, 
ard  good.-^T.  J.  D. 

Killarney.  —  Sport  has  been  generally  of  a  dull 
description  on  the  lakes,  and  fair  on  the  principal  rivers 
since  the  opening  of  the  season.  The  weather  at  time  of 
writing  has  improved  very  much,  and  as  all  waters  are  in 
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better  order  the  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  very 
materially  improved. — T.  J.  D. 
Loiigli  Currane,  &c.  (WaterviUe,  co.  Kerry).— 

Angling  opens  here  to-day  (Feb.  1),  but  as  this  reportmust 
be  posted  in  time  for  the  mail,  whiohleaves  here  at  3  p.m., 
no  accounts  of  the  angling  were  to  hand,  as  the  boats  will 
not  return  until  nightfall.  The  day  is  favourable,  and  the 
water  in  good  condition. — T.  C.  D. 

Moy,  LoTi^bB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  in  good  order  for  opening  on  the  lat  inst. 
Weather  mild  and  warm.  I  have  seen  a  few  new  fish  show 
themselves  already  close  to  the  upper  bridge. —  Pat 
Heabses. 

Shannon  and  Lougrh  Derg  (Eillaloe).  —  The 

angliag  season  for  salmon  and  trout  opened  on  the  river 
Shannon  to-day  (Feb.  1),  but  the  only  rod  I  have  seen  out 
up  to  nc»a  was  the  Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall,  chaplain  to  the 
Forces,  Belfast,  who  has  rented  my  reserved  water  above 
the  bridge.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  floods  are  subsiding, 
and  if  ^  goes  well  salmon  fishers  should  have  a  good 
chance  of  naUing  a  few  heavy  spring  fish  before  many 
days  are  about.  The  pike  fishing  on  the  lake  has  improved. 
For  instance,  on  Friday  last,  Mr.  Richard  Hope  and  Mrs. 
Hope,  of  Maidenhead,  killed  two  of  the  handsomest  pike  I 
have  ever  seen.  They  were  as  bright  almost  as  a  June  grilse, 
and  comely  withal.  The  heads  of  the  brace  were  particularly 
handsome.'  Mrs.  Hope's  fish  weighed  201b..  and  Mr.  Hope's 
261b.  The  brace  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Williams,  naturalist, 
Dame-street,  Dublin,  for  preservation.  It  was  curious 
that  only  ten  minutes  intervened  between  the  capture  of 
the  two  fish.  The  fortunate  ciptors  had  fished  steadily 
up  to  4.20  p.m.  without  getting  a  "  touch,"  but  at  that 
hour  Mr.  Hope's  rod  got  a  whack,  and  after  fifteen 
minutes'  splendid  play  it  was  brought  to  boat._  Flasks  of 
Gilbey's  best  Irish  whiskey  were  soon  in  requisition,  and 
scarcely  were  the  lines  out  again  when  Mrs.  Hope's  rod 
was  bent  to  the  gunwale  of  the  boat,  and  after  about 
seventeen  minutes'  brilliant  sport  her  beautif  al  fish  was 
lying  on  the  footboards.  Bravo,  and  bravo  again,  Mrs. 
Hope  !  I  had  nearly  omitted  to  say  that  the  fair  lady 
angler  got,  during  the  week,  not  a  few  other  nice  pike, 
ranging  in  weight  from  6Jlb.  to  101b.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hope 
were  attended  by  Tom  and  Jack  Grimes. — S.  J.  Hurley, 
Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Tyrone  streams  are  all  in  flood. 
The  first  to  open  are  the  Ballinderry,  Blackwater,  and 
their  tributaries  on  the  1st  prox.,  and  the  Mourne,  Roe, 
Derg,  Glenelly,  &c.,  on  April  1.  The  spawning  on  most 
of  these  rivers  was  successful,  generally  speaking,  although 
there  was  a  decided  falling  off  in  the  number  of  salmon  on 
the  redds  compared  with  other  recent  years. — J.  A.  B 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  foUovdng  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  10.    Tides  decrease  till  Monday  morning. 


Scarborough 


Yarmouth 


Lowestoft 


Aldeburgh  .. 
Harwich   


Southend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh)' 

Margate.  Broad- 
stairs,*  Earns- > 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastbonme  and) 
Brighton.  j 

N'ewhaven   


Shoreham  and) 
South  wick  / 

Portsmonth  and) 
Hayllog  Island/ 


Plymouth 


Sat. 

Stm. 

Men. 

Tues. 

■Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

9.26 
p.m. 
9.57 

a,m. 

10.34 
p.m. 
11.16 

a.m. 
1L.59 
p.m. 

a.m. 
0.42 
p  m. 
1.22 

a.m. 

1.58 
p.m. 
2.30 

a.m. 
3.  1 
p.m. 

3.30 

a.m. 

3  56 
p.m. 
4.19 

1.63 
2.24 

2.59 
3.35 

4.15 
4.5-5 

5.36 
6.18 

6.57 
7.30 

7.57 
8.22 

8.47 
9  12 

2.34 
2.59 

3.29 
4.  4 

4.46 
5.32 

0.18 
7.  1 

7.-39 
8.13 

8.44 
9.11 

9.36 
10.  0 

.3.23 
3.48 

4.18 
4.53 

.5.3.5 
6.21 

7.  7 
7.50 

8.28 
9.  2 

9.33 
10.  0 

10.2.5 
10.49 

4.45 
S.U 

5.40 
6.14 

6..57 
7.45 

8.30 
9.13 

9.51 
10.26 

10.55 
11.21 

11.46 

6.37 
6.  4 

6.35 
7.12 

SAl 

9.27 
10.10 

10  48 
11.20 

11.49 

0.15 
0.40 

11.42 

4.38 
5.  4 

5.34 

e.  8 

6.49 
7.37 

8.25 
9.  7 

9.46 
10.20 

10.50 
11.17 

4.  5 
4.31 

5.  1 

.5:36 

C.16 
7.  0 

7.44 
8.24 

9.  0 
9.31 

10.  0 
10.27 

10.53 
11.18 

3  45 
4.11 

4.41 
.5.16 

5.56 
G.40 

7.24 
8.  4 

8.39 
9.11 

9.40 
10.  7 

10.33 
10.58 

11.  1 

11.20 

4.13 
4  39 

5.  9 
.5.44 

6.24 
7.  8 

7.52 
8.32 

!).  7 
9.39 

10.  8 
10.35 

4.  7 
4.. 38 

.5.14 
5.. 56 

6.44 
7.33 

8.20 
8.69 

9  30 
9.56 

10.21 
10.46 

IL  9 
11.33 

4.30 
4.5C 

5.26 
0.  1 

6.41 
7.2.5 

8.  9 
8.49 

9.24 

9.56 

10.25 
10.52 

11.18 
11.43 

4.30 
4.68 

10.  .50 
11.19 

5.31 
1  6.10 

6.. 54 
7.40 

8.26 
9.  7 

9.42 
10.14 

10,42 
U.  7 

11.20 
11.. 54 

i  11.54 

1  0.36 
1  1.22 

2.  9 
2.54 

3.34 
4.10 

4.41 
5.  9 

5.36 
6.  1 

codling  were  taken.  Monday  witnessed  two  pier  fisher- 
men vainly  tempting  sport  for  the  day,  but  not  a  bite  was 
experienced.  On  Tuesday  morning  the  pier  was  without  a 
patron,  but  in  the  afternoon  four  rods  turned  up,  the  only 
return  made  being  two  email  ccdling.  Wcdneeday  proved 
only  a  repetition  of  the  preceding  day,  for  Messrs.  Waddell, 
Meacock,  Hushnell,  and  Filmer  fished  the  whole  afternoon 
for  a  total  catch  of  two  codlings.  A  few  sprats  wore 
taken  by  a  Walmer  boat  this  afternoon,  and  a  few  whiting 
may  yet  remain  in  the  locality,  but  much  clearer  water 
than  at  present  obtains  would  be  needed  for  their  capture. 

—J.  RlCHAHDSON.  , .  ,  , 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  high  winds  and  gales  which  have 
been  blowing,  and  water  very  thick,  nothing  in  the  way  of 
boat  fishing  has  been  done  until  yesterday  Tuesday)  and 
to-day  (Wednesday),  and  each  day  a  few  boats  put  out  and 
landed  some  nice  codling.  If  weather  keeps  moderate,  in 
all  possibility  there  will  be  sport  with  this  kind  of  fish.— 
Ned  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Eastbourne.— Jan.  31.— During  the  Hast  week  the 
weither  has  become  colder  and  finer,  and  should  it  con- 
tinue so  some  good  sport  should  be  had  within  the  next 
two  or  three  weeks.  High  tide  about  4.30  a.m.  and  5  p.m. 
on  Saturday  next.— J.  W.  S.  (B.S.A.S.).  . 

Plymoutli.— There  is  not  much  to  report  during  the 
last  week  ;  the  wind  has  been  from  the  eastward,  which  is 
always  bad  for  fishing.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  from 
the  various  piers,  but  the  weather  has  been  too  cold  for 
the  general  body  of  fishermen.  I  hear  some  good  reports 
from  the  westward,  and  also  from  my  Irish  correspondents. 
Our  regular  trawlers  and  hooking  boats  have  had  a  rough 
time  of  it,  for  the  last  time  or  two  it  has  either  been  blow- 
ing hard  from  the  south-west,  with  heavy  rain,  or  the 
wind  has  been  from  the  eastward  and  oS  the  land,  which 
throws  up  a  nasty  cross  sea  in  the  Channel.  In  the  bay, 
however,  and  in  the  Sound,  it  is  comparatively  smooth ;  this 
is  an  advantage  that  we  have  in  this  port,  being  so  land- 
locked. The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  includes 
atherine  (smelt),  sprat,  anchovy,  ling,  whiting,  pouting, 
dab,  mackerel,  eel,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard ,  trout,  salmon, 
and  all  shell  fish.— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southend  and  Leigh.— Feb.  1.  There  is  bat  little 
to  report  from  this  neighbourhood.  Wet  and  cold  have 
been  responsible  for  the  paucity  of  anglers,  but  I  have 
heard,  nevertheless,  of  some  nice  fish  having  been  taken. 
Flat  fish  are  returning  to  their  old  love,  the  lug  worm, 
but  it  is  advisable  to  take  some  sprat  when  going  angling. 
I  hope  all  anglers  will  support  the  efforts  which  are  being 
made  to  regulate  more  efficiently  the  fishing  from  the  pier. 
Progress  will  be  reported  from  time  to  time  in  the  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Prospscts  for  next  week-end 
somewhat  uncertain,  but  on  the  favourable  side. 
Baromoter  29.7in.,  steady;  wind,  _N.W.,  light;  sea 
smooth.  Weather  misty,  with  indications  of  rain. — 
CpAHLES  HUSSEY  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Pollack  are  giving  good  sport  at  time  of 
writing  within  the  harbour  and  also  close  to  Begnish 
Island  on  the  ocean  side. — T.  J.  D. 


l^Epatts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Bunstan's  House.  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marlied  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


BaUinskelligs,— Pollack  anglers  continue  to  get  good 
gport.  Bottom  fishing  has  not  yet  opened  here.  Spring 
mackerel  are  already  arriving.  Sea  angling  does  not 
become  general  here  until  about  April  15. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.— Anglers  out  after  pollack  have  had  good 
sp'.r:  at  and  around  this  station  since  Saturday,  the  red 
mViber  eel  being  the  best  lure. — T.  J.  D. 

Sarrynane. — Pollack  anglers  using  red  rubbers  have 
generally  had  good  sport  since  last  report,  chiefly  in  the 
Cooma/jonclane  direction. — T.  J.  D. 

Seal  (The  Pier).— Feb.  1.  The  weather  has  lately 
been  so  inclement,  and  the  water  so  much  discoloured 
that  scarcely  a  line  has  been  netted  during  the  past  week 
<>n  the  20th  ult.  Mesers.  Sweeting,  Vaughan,  Watson, 
Moore,  and  Henderson,  together  with  several  local  anglers, 
patroniied  the  pier  for  several  houra,  but  only  a  few  small 


Anglers'  Association.— The  renting  and  preserva- 
tion committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening 
next,  Feb.  6,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghubney. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  Preservation  Week 
Fund.— I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 
of  the  following  amounts:  10s.  6d.,  Izaak  Walton; 
lOs.  6d.,  South  London;  lOs.,  Bermondsey  Brothers; 
lOs.,  Waltonian;  and  12s.,  proceeds  of  the  Crown  and 
Buckland  concert.— R.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  7s.,  Stepney  Angling  Society's  donation  box.  At 
the  last  meeting  (Jan.  27)  £24  was  granted  for  four 
applications.  The  next  committee  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Friday,  Feb.  10,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers' Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing fist.— On  Tuesday  last  a  most  enjoyable  visit  was 
given  to  the  Queen's  Piscatorials.  On  the  roll  call 
thirteen  clubs  were  well  represented.  The  A.B.S.  box 
contained  the  sum  of  £5  lOs.  6d.  The  next  visit  will  go  to 
the  CJueen's  A.S.,  on  Feb.  1(1,  at  their  clubhouse,  tha 
Latimer  Arms,  Latimer-road,  Notting-hiU,  when  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visit 
ing  List. — A  most  successful  return  visit  took  place  on 
Jan.  31  at  Islington  Brothers  A.S.,  and  the  room  was  well 
filled.  Amongst  the  clubs  represented  were  the  Elgin  and 
Allason  United  Brothers.  Mr.  Ghurney,  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  was  also  present.  The  following  fifteen 
clubs  answered  the  roll  call  ;  Amicable  Waltonians,  Crown 
and  Buckland,  Clissold,  Islington  Brothers,  North 
London,  Original  Clerkenwell,  St.  John's,  Wenlock, 
Sociable  Brothers,  Elgin,  Hoxton,  Royal  George,  Great 
Northern,  Walton  and  Cotton,  Allason  United.  On 
opening  the  A.B.  box  I  found  £1  12s.  6d.  I  tender  best 
wishes  to  all  who  were  present.  My  next  visit  on  the 
A.A.  List  (No.  2  District)  takes  place  at  the  Original 
Clerkenwell  A.S.,  Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-atreet, 
Clerkenwell,  opposite  Anglers'  Association  headquarters. 
Date  of  visit  Monday  next,  Feb.  6.  I  hope  to  see  a  crowd 
— Ben  Abrahams. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  (Windsor  Com- 
petition),  Committee  Rooms,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Ohapel- 
street  Edgware-road.— The  committee  dinner  and  select 
concert  takes  place  on  Thursday  next  at  the  above  house. 
Host  Keene,  our  respected  treasurer,  will  supply  the  same 
at  38.    Commence  at  8  p.m.  sharp.— Ben  AiiEAffAMS. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Jirampton 
Arms,  Wells-street,  Hackney.— Our  match  on  Jan  Z.)  was 
a  success,  four  prizes  being  won  out  of  8'.^=  Mr  1.  am  son, 
first ;  Mr.  Osborne,  second  ;  Mr.  Carey,  tmrd  ;  Mr.  Allen, 
fourth.  Members  also  weighed-in  for  gross  weight :  Mr. 
King,  roach;  Mr.  Arthur  Smith,  roach  and  bream;  Mr. 
Alf  [Smith,  roach  and  chub.  Chairman  for  this  month. 
Mr.  Kenton;  scalesman,  Mr.  Ailwright.  On  leb.  tor 
the  two  remaining  prizes,  members  go  where  they  like. 
 J  ^ 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Nottmg  Hill  Gate.— 
Several  membeis  had  fish  on  Jan.  2<J.  but  the  sudden 
change  put  a  stop  to  the  roach  feeding.  On  Deb.  1  Mr. 
Wells  caught  several  pike,  and  one  a  grand  epecitnen  iolb.  ; 
length,  3ft.  Oin. ;  girth,  2.5in.  It  was  admired  by  all  who 
saw  it.  The  fish  has  been  presented  to  our  club,  and  sent 
to  Mr.  Anstiss  for  preservation.— Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society.  Coach  and  Horses.  Porte- 
mouth  Place.  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  Jan.  20  Messrs. 
Chambers  and  Montgomery  weighed-in  roach  and  dace. 
Members  are  requested  to  clear  the  books  to  make  them- 
selves eligible  for  the  next  outing.— J.  Cha.mbebs. 

Amicahle  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Pnnce 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— Our  next  match,  fixed 
for  Feb.  12,  at  Egham,  from  the  Varnish  Works  to  the 
Bells  of  Ousley;  towpathonly;  to  go  first  train  on  the 
morning.  Since  my  last  report  we  have  had  some  fane 
shows  of  fish  by  the  following  :  Messrs.  Townley,  G. 
Taylor,  G.  Pope,  T.  Fairclough,  G.  Rich,  and  Cooper.— 
J  R 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green.— Plenty  of 
the  members  were  out  on  Jan.  29,  but  success  did  not  seem 
to  attend  them,  the  following  only  having  good  shows  of 
fish  :  Messrs.  Payne,  roach  ;  Lambarth,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Hutchinson,  roach;  Shurey,  roach.  On  the  Ist  Mr. 
Fryett  was  made  a  working  member.— G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  Wednesday  next  we 
decide  where  to  fish  our  February  prizes.  I  hope  aU 
members  wUl  turn  up,  so  that  we  may  have  a  good  muster. 
■F.  W.  Martin.  ^  ^  , 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Qneens 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Jan.  29  Mr. 
G.  Mead  weighed-in  a  nice  chub  of  31b.  CJoz.  Other 
members  out,  but  not  very  successful.  A  specimen  jack, 
caught  by  Mr.  W.  Hersant,  and  very  creditably  preserved 
by  Mr.  R.  Wellman,  was  added  to  our  collection.  Mem- 
bers are  reminded  of  roving  match  on  Feb.  5 ;  to  go  down 
on  the  morning  ;  jack  are  barred. — A.Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Our  visit  took 
place  on  Jan.  30,  when  only  six  clubs  were  represented  on 
the  list  and  two  off,  being  a  very  poor  muster,  as  we  attend 
every  visit  on  the  list.  We  fish  a  match  at  Feltham  on 
Feb.  5.  To  go  by  the  8.27  a.m.,  and  return  by  the  6.2o 
p.m.— T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— The  only  member  to 
weigh-in  on  the  29th  ult.  was  Mr.  J.  Hobb,  12ilb.  of  roach. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  weighed-in  a  splendid  show  of  reach 
and  chub  from  the  Thames  on  the  1st  inst.,  381b.,  two  of 
the  former  fish  weighing  3ilb.  The  competition  for  the 
February  series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Feb.  12. — Alf 
Conn.  .,.       .  , 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society.  The  ImpenaJ, 
Southwark-street,  S.B.— Several  members  were  out  on 
Jan.  29.  Mr.  Merrygold,  grand  take  of  roach,  chub,  and 
dace ;  Messrs.  Wheelhouse,  Jones,  and  Whiiey,  roach, 
perch,  and  dace.  .Will  membors  turn  up  in  force  next 
Wednesday  to  decide  where  we  fish  our  February  series  of 
prizes?  Mr.  H.  Heil  (.an  honorary  member)  had  a  grand 
take  of  roach,  several  going  lib.  12oz.  Members  in  arrears 
kindly  settle  ud,— J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbuiry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  On  Jan.  29 
Mr.  H.  Davis  weighed-in  jack  ;  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  roach  and 
perch  ;  and  Mr.  B.  Daniels,  dace.  On  Fab.  1  the  balance- 
sheet  was  read  and  passed  as  satisfactory.  The  quarterly 
pegged-down  match  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  Feb.  12  at 
Ware,  when  we  fish  for  three  prizes,  under  the  usual 
conditions.— T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D  Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  S.W.— Mr.  Cecil  again  saved  us  from 
a  blank  on  the  29th  ult.  by  weighing-in  some  chub,  heaviest 
just  over  31b.  I  hope  members  will  turn  up  in  force  on 
Feb.  5  to  fish  return  supoer  match,  combined  with  sweep- 
stakes competition  with"  Sundial  A.S. ;  saloon  reserved 
by  8.40  es-Paddington,  all  to  start  by  signal  from  the 
"  Lion,"  and  tojweigh-in  there  by  7  p.m.  at  the  latest. — 
W.  H.  B. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Sooieiy, 

The  Good  Stent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  Jan.  29  twenty-nine  members  took 
l&rt  in  a  pegged-down  match  at  Bures,  result  as  follows  : 
John  Burgess,  1st;  C.  Hazard,  2nd;  T.  Benny,  3rd; 
E.  Wright,  4th ;  A.  Nicholson,  5th  ;  H.  Wright,  Oth.  The 
consolation  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  12,  between 
Rye  House  Bridge  and  St.  Margaret's  Bridge;  roving; 
start  fishing  at  9  o'clock,  cease  at.5  p.m.  All  to  get  out 
at  Rye  House,  Steward,  H.  Deverill.  Show  fish  at  Rye 
House  Bridge  not  later  than  5.45  p.m.— P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.  — We  had  a 
good  show  of  fish  on  Jan.  29  by  Messrs.  J.  Andrews,  W. 
Andrews,  Whipps,  Adams,  White,  Cook,  and  Fowler. 
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We  have  another  outing  to  Broxbourne  on  Feb.  19.  On 
Feb.  5  we  fish  for  the  prizes  remaining. — E.  Boxall. 
Central  Association  of  Ziondon  Anglers.  — 

— The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  t  ike  place 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Ocvent  Garden, 
on  Monday  evening  next,  6th  inst.,  at  9  p.m. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List,— The  return 
visit  on  this  list  has  been  arranged  to  go  to  the  Original 
Clerkenwell  Piscatorials,  held  at  the  Sutton  Arms,  Great 
Sutton-strest,  Goswell-road,  on  Monday  evening,  Feb.  6. — 
Wade. 

Clapham  J'uuction  Angling  Society.  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W.  —  Members 
are  requested  not  to  forget  our  match  at  Cookham  on 
Feb.  5.  On  the  29th  ult.  Messrs.  J.  Thorn,  61b.  6oz. 
of  roach  (four  fish  31b.  6^oz.) ;  A.  Bowater,  31b.  ZJoz.  of 
roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Moore,  one  jack. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Jan.  28  we  had 
the  first  blank  this  season.  On  Tuesday  we  received  with 
regret  the  resignation  of  Mr.  J.  La  Monde.  The  date  of 
our  A.  B.  S.  smoker  will  probably  be  altered  (see  next 
week's  fis/u'/ijr  Gazette).  Another  final  outing  has  been 
arranged.  Information  at  the  clubhouse.  —  Thos. 
Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Eensal-road.  W.— On 
Jan.  29  the  following  members  weighed-in,  Messrs.  E. 
Baxter,  roach,  dace  ;  W.  Walker,  roach.  A  Howland  had 
a  very  nice  show  of  perch  from  the  Thames  (one  perch 
lib.  14^02.  2dr. ;  one,  lib.  lOjoz.  ;  one,  lib.  S  joz. ;  one, 
lib.  lioz.).  Also  weighed-in :  F.  Melville,  roach  and  perch  ; 
T.  Twyman,  roach.  Will  members  kindly  attend  next 
Tuesday  to  make  conditions  of  match. — T.  Twyman. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.  —  On  Jan.  29  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Mr.  W.  Humpfreys,  jack  ;  Mr.  W.  Braxton, 
perch  ;  Mr.  P.  Juchan,  chub  and  dace ;  Mr.  K.  Juchan, 
perch  and  bream.  On  Feb.  1  two  members  had  201b.  of 
roach  and  one  jack.  We  have  an  outing  at  Rye  House  to 
St.  Margaret's  on  Feb.  19.— Phil. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C.— On  Jan.  29  Messrs.  Brink,  Curtis,  and 
Cutbush  weighed-in  roach,  bream,  chub,  and  perch.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Curtis  had  a  good  show  of  roach,  bream,  and 
perch. — W.  Massey. 

Crown  and  Bnobland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerken well-green.  E.G.  —  On 
Jan.  22  the  following  weighed-in :  H.  Haines,  roach, 
81b.  12oz. ;  and  W.  Long  and  A.  Anderson,  smaller  takes 
of  roach.  On  Jan.  29  H.  Haines,  roach  ;  and  W.  Long, 
roach.  We  fiah  for  three  prizes  at  Bourne  End  on  Feb.  12  ; 
conditions  at  clubhouse.  Mr.  A.  J.  Pratt  gives  a  prize  for 
gross  weight  of  all  fish  during  February. — G.  H. 
Franklin. 

Dalstou  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan.  29  seven  of  the  mem- 
bers journeyed  to  Cookham  to  compete  for  eight  prizes. 
Result  as  follows :  Messrs.  H.  Poore,  1st;  E.  Wild,  2nd; 
A.  Morgan,  3rd;  W.  Thompson,  4th;  S.  Wood,  5th;  J. 
Eagles,  6th;  and  T.  Thompson,  7th.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  7,  as  I  have  some 
more  prizes  in  hand. — 8.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — Several  members  out  on  Jan.  29,  but  no 
fish  were  weighed-in.  Wednesday's  meeting.  Mr.  Snell's 
jack  in  case  is  now  decorating  the  club-room,  and  was 
much  admired.  We  expect  many  others  shortly.  Mr. 
Elton  (our  chairman)  presented  a  new  fish  measure  to  the 
club,  made  by  himself,  which  was  received  with  hearty 
thanks  by  the  members.  Mr.  West  was  made  a  working 
member. — Johnny  Edwards. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N. — The  general  outing  on 
.Tan.  29  was  successful.  On  Feb.  1  several  [matters  of 
importance  were  discussed,  and  another  new  member  pro- 
posed. A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Rowell, 
Railway  Hotel,  Kelvedon,  for  the  excellent  dinner  he  pro- 
vided tor  the  committee.  Our  weekly  concerts  have  now 
commenced.  Our  new  host  is  Mr.  Joe  Lea,  and  Mr. 
Brooker  presiding  at  the  piano.  Members  are  requested 
to  put  in  an  earlier  attendance  on  the  9th,  when  they  will 
hear  something  worth  hearing, — Greg. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — On  Jan.  29  Mr.  Biggs  saved  us 
from  a  blank  with  a  jack,  31b. — W.  Lefevee. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Mr.  Thompson  brought  in 
some  good  roach  and  perch  from  Littleport  on  Jan.  28. 
The  members  will  .fish  for  eight  prizes  on  Feb.  5,  at  St. 
Margaret's  ;  all  start  by  the  9.8  train.  Our  supper  will 
take  place  on  Feb.  14.  Our  caterer  will  be  Mr.  Mignott, 
of  Hackney. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.— At  a 
pike  and  perch  match,  fished  at  Barton  on  the  26th  ult., 
Mr.  J.  A.  Williams  captured  three  fish,  weighing 
201b.  lloz.,  under  the  hour,  taking  first  prize,  and  the  rest 
of  the  day  for  him  was  a  blank.  Mr.  A.  J.  Penny  landed 
two  fish,  13Jlb.,  second  prize.  At  the  clubhouse,  Mr. 
Williams  weighed-in  one  of  101b.  12oz.  as  a  specimen.  Mr. 
L.  P.  Garrett  was  the  umpire,  assisted  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Thompson. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  l^rylebone.  —  We  had  a  nice  jack  and 
some  good  roach  on  the  trays  on  .Ian.  29,  and  one  of  our 
members,  fishing  on  Tuesday,  had  a  nice  show  of  roach.  I 
trust  the  members  will  not  forget  Feb.  12,  at  Shiplake. 
Being  almost  the  last  match,  1  should  like  to  see  them  all 
come. — A.  B.  Paynk. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — Mr.  W.  Ford  saved  us 
from  a  blank  with  some  roach.  Our  jjrize  outing  on  Feb.  5 
takes  place  from  Ware  Bridge  to  Ware  Park  Mill ;  peg- 
down  ;  start  fishing  at  ten  o  clock,  leave  off  at  half-past 


five  ;  one  rod  only  allowed  ;  live  bait  allowed  with  tight 
line  only. — E.  SMITH. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  N. — Mr.  West,  in  two  outings,  has  taken 
two  fine  perch,  lib.  9Joz.  and  21b.  3joz.  Others  have  had 
fish,  but  nothing  noteworthy.  Our  billiard  handicip  was 
concluded  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Wymer  defeating  Mr.  G. 
West  in  the  final.— E.  W. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. — Our  usual  weekly  meeting 
on  Wednesday  was  again  well  attended.  Fishing  reports 
ruled  small  through  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers.  Mr. 
Caines,  on  Friday,  had  a  day's  jacking,  but  with  poor 
results.  Mr.  Hawes,  fishing  at  Shiplake  on  Saturday  last, 
had  one  small  jack.  Our  supper  on  Feb.  8  has  every 
very  appearance  of  being  very  successful. — A.  Clayton. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland  Road,  Shoreditch. — On  Jan.  29  Messrs. 
J.  Wiltshire  weighed-in  roach  ;  H.  Bailey,  jack.  A  grand 
smoking  concert,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  14  ;  our  president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood,  will 
occupy  the  chair,  supported  by  Messrs.  G.  H.  Shepherd, 
W.  Musgrave,  sen.,  J.  Jennings,  W.  J.  Wade,  and  F. 
Newton,  commence  at  8.30.  Our  large  room  has  been 
extended  and  will  now  seat  fifty  more. — Johnny'. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in 
on  Jan.  29  :  Messrs.  J.  Croker,  roach  and  dace  ;  Burwash, 
dace  ;  Searl,  roach  ;  Howard,  roach  ;  and  Heckford,  perch. 
The  return  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  District  List  was  fairly 
attended  on  Tuesday,  31st  ult.,  Mr.  Cuthbert  in  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  Howard.  The  following  contributed  to  the 
harmony  :  Messrs.  J.  H.  Herbert,  H.  Gate,  G.  Moore,  H. 
Stretch,  W.  Stretch,  Nunn,  W.  Ellwick,  Bridge,  W. 
Croker,  E.  Hunt,  Fred  Hilton,  &c.  When  the  roll  was 
called  fifteen  clubs  responded.  I  wish  to  thank  all  the 
anglers  and  friends  who  gave  us  their  support.  The  A.B.S. 
box  was  opened  by  Mr.  B.  Abraham,  the  contents  being 
£1  12s.  6d.  Match  at  Cookham  on  Feb.  5;  8.40  train, 
Paddington.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

laaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Eingsland-road. — As  announced 
the  members  will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on 
Feb.  5,  on  any  part  of  the  Lea  or  Thames  (private  waters 
barred).  There  are  also  three  "  specials  "  to  be  fished  for 
on  Wednesday  next,  8th  inst.,  on  the  Lea,  between  the 
Fish  and  Eels  and  Ratty's  Weir.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.B.— Our  match. 
Jolly  Butchers  vci-sus  Wellington,  at  Sunbury  on  Feb.  5  ; 
train  leaves  Waterloo  7.50  a.m. ;  all  members  to  start 
fishing  by  the  steward's  whistle,  and  to  cease  fishing  at 
5  p.m.  by  the  same  ;  no  live  bait  to  be  taken  down  ;  jack 
barred.— G.  Edwards. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road,  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report  we  have  had 
but  few  fish  weighed-in.  Messrs.  Bence  and  Gilder 
weighed-in  roach  from  the  Thames  on  Jan.  29.  I  hope 
members  will  try  and  attend  next  meeting  night. — J. 
Bence. 

Iiady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Society,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. — At  a  meeting  held  on 
Jan.  25,  Mr.  W.  J.  Jones  was  elected  hon.  secretary  in 
place  of  the  late  Mr.  Mason.  Angling  clubs  to  kindly 
note.  An  outing  to  Hampton  will  take  place  on  Feb.  5. — 
W.  J.  J. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville. — On  Jan.  29,  a  few  members 
were  out,  Messrs.  Biggs,  R.  Watting,  and  J.  Cook  having 
a  few  roach.  Our  outing  of  the  season  will  take  place  at 
Sunbury  for  seven  prizes  on  Feb.  26,  usual  conditions,  aU 
to  start  on  the  morning. — W.  Wailing. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— The  weather  is  fairly  mild,  but  it  is  misty, 
and  the  frost  has  disappaared  as  quick  as  it  came.  Two 
of  our  members  had  a  day  in  the  Vyrnwy,  at  Lllanymy- 
nech,  on  Saturday  last,  and  found  the  river  in  fair  condi- 
tion, and  although  in  good  volume,  still  had  run,  down  a 
good  deal.  Fifteen  pike  were  run  and  ten  banked.  One 
of  them  weighed  81b.,  but  was  afterwards  found  to  have 
a  jack  of  Jib.  or  more  tightly  jammed  in  its  gullet.  Two 
fine  perch  were  also  got,  and  one  grayling,  IJlb.,  but 
in  very  poor  condition,  and  evidently  going  off.  The 
committee  of  the  Liverpool  centre  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  met  at  the  "  Bee  "  on  Monday  even- 
ing last,  when  the  election  of  officers  resulted  thus : 
Chairman,  Mr.  King  (West  Derby  Association) ;  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.  Wishart  (member  of  three  associations) ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  Woolfall ;  auditor,  Mr.  Hann  (Central 
Association).  Mr.  Woolfall  was  asked  to  draw  up  some 
rules,  and  to  call  another  meeting  for  considering  them 
when  ready.  The  next  meeting  to  be  held  at  13b,  Mose- 
street,  the  club  house  of  the  Central  Association.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wright  very  kindly  promised  two  guineas  to  the 
prize  fund,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  him 
for  it. — R.  Woolfall. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.G. — The  next  competition  is  fixed  for  Feb.  11  at 
the  Fish  and  Eels  Fishery,  Hoddeston  private  waters. 
Champion  concert,  March  25. — Sid  Rawsom. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Grove 
House  Tavern,  Camberwell-grove. — On  Thursday  next, 
Feb.  9,  we  hope  to  fish  our  annual  match  with  the  St. 
Ives  and  District  Angling  Society.  Members  are  at 
liberty  to  go  down  overnight,  and  await  those  coming  from 
London  by  the  8.40.  We  fish  for  a  dinner  and  plate,  21s., 
for  the  heaviest  one,  two,  or  three  roach  caught  by  a 
member  of  either  society.  On  our  own  side  we  fish  for 
Mr.  Wood's  fifteen  guinea  challenge  cup,  with  prizes  of 
£2  2s.,  £1  Is.,  £1  Is.,  lOs.  6d.,and  a  special  prize  of  f  1  Is. 
for  the  best  roach  of  the  day.  All  draw  for  companions, 
and  fish  from  the  bank,  though  a  boat  may  be  used  for 
getting  about.   On  Thursday,  Feb.  16,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 


has  kindly  consented  to  give  his  lantern  lecture,  entitled 
"  An  Angler's  Rambles  through  Kent."  Lecture  at  eight 
o'clock,  followed  by  a  smoking  concert.  All  anglers  are 
welcome. — A.  E.  Baldwin. 

Noxth-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — The  remainder  of  prizes  were 
taken  by  the  following  on  Jan.  29  in  rotatiojQ  :  E.  Lamb, 
H.  Hart,  J.  Richards,  sen.  H.  Hart  also  won  the  10s.  6d. 
prize  for  the  largest  roach,  given  by  H.  Collins.  Feb.  8, 
special  meeting.    Feb.  12,  outing. — A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Jan.  29  several  members  were  out, 
but  only  Mr.  Pink  was  successful,  he  showing  some  good 
roach  from  the  Lea,  heaviest  lib.  loz.  On  Feb.  5  the 
members  fish  for  six  prizes  at  Ware.  Pegged  down  above 
the  cottages  when  I  hope  to  see  all  present. — H.  Steetch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction.— 
On  Jan  22  Mr.  S.  Orrow  weighed-in  81b.  4oz.  roach;  on 
Jan.  29  Mr.  W.  Madget  weighed-in  81b.  6oz.  jack ;  Mr.  S. 
Dalieu  41b.  ^oz.  jack  ;  Mr.  G.  Barrs,  lib.  perch.  Our 
concert  on  Jan.  30  was  fairly  well  supported,  but  not  so 
well  as  we  wished  it  to  be.  Our  next  concert  will  take 
place  early  in  March.  On  Feb.  7  our  annual  supper  will 
take  place  at  the  clubhouse,  supper  on  table  at  eight 
o'clock.  We  fish  for  seven  prizes  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
Feb.  5,  boundary  from  Rje  House  Bridge  to  Hardmead 
Lock.  Fish  to  be  shown  at  Railway  Hotel  at  six  o'clock. 
— E.  Broc'kett. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On 
Jan.  29  only  two  prizes  were  taken  :  Mr.  Hill,  first,  with 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Davison,  second,  with  perch  and 
dace.  Remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  5 ; 
roving.  Our  visit  on  the  Central  takes  place  on  Feb.  6, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  it  is  our  first  visit  to 
our  new  clubhouse. — A.  Hill. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Only  two  members  weighed-in  on  Jan.  29  : 
Messrs.  Reitz  and  Tracey,  each  with  three  lots  of  perch. 
Our  A.B.S.  concert  takes  place  Feb.  11.  I  hope  to  have 
a  good  muster. — W.  S. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  Jan.  29,  Mr.  Bouffler,  roach  from 
the  Thames;  Nobby,  pike  from  the  Welsh  Harp.  On 
Feb.  12,  match  for  three  prizes  at  Bourne  End ;  particulars 
next  week. — R.  C. 

Prince  Albert  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert 
Hotel,  Woodfield-road,  Harrow-road,  W. — Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Thursday  next  to  make  final 
arrangements  for  outing  on  Feb.  12.  We  made  another 
new  member  at  our  last  meeting.  Members  who  had  fish 
on  Jan.  29  were  W.  Payers,  roach  ;  F.  Hemiford,  roach; 
and  S.  Slater,  roach.— W.  B.  F. 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  —  Messrs.  Robins 
and  Clish  weighed-in  a  splendid  show  of  roach  each,  and 
Mr.  Whitford  a  small  jack.  At  our  meeting  on  Monday 
the  auditors  examined  the  books,  and  congratulated  the 
society  on  its  financial  condition. — W.  B. 

Queen's  Piscatorials.  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  Jan.  29  only  three 
weighed-in  :  J.  Winsby,  C.  Brett,  and  W.  Shepherd.  On 
Jan.  31  we  had  our  return  visit  on  the  A. A.  list,  when 
thirteen  clubs  were  represented,  and  the  box  contained  the 
sum  of  £6  lOa.  6d.  There  was  plenty  of  talent,  and  Mr. 
R.  Norman  ably  presided  at  the  piano.  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  being  able  to  thank  all  those  who  attended. 
The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Queen's  A.S.,  Latimer-road. 
— Geo.  Keene. 

Kichmond  Angling  Society,  Sun  Inn,  Park  Shot, 
Kew  Foot-road,  Richmond. — The  above  society  have  re- 
moved their  quarters  to  the  above  address.  We  hold 
our  first  meeting  at"  our  new  house  on  Feb.  2. — H.  E. 
Gaynor. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington  Cross. — Several  were  out  on  Jan.  29. 
The  lapsed  prize  from  the  last  match  was  won  by  Mr. 
Every.  H.  Allan  also  weighed-in  bream.  Our  next  match 
for  four  prizes  takes  place  on  Feb.  19  (roving). — H.  Allan. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  8.E. — We  fish  a  match  on 
Feb.  5  for  six  prizes.  Hope  the  members  will  all  turn 
up.  Waterloo,  eight  o'clock,  to  Datchet ;  tow-path  only. 
Return  by  five  o'clock  train.  Mr.  G.  George  weighed-in 
eight  fine  dace  and  roach  on  Jan.  29. — G.  George. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — On  Jan.  29 
a  few  of  our  members  weighed-in  fish,  viz.  :  Messrs.  W. 
North,  roach,  61b. ;  S.  King,  roach,  2lb.  lljoz. ;  Camp- 
bell, 31b.  4ioz. ;  Ben  Smith,  lib.  2oz.  On  Jan.  21  a  few 
of  our  members  weighed-in  sea  fish,  viz.,  dabs,  &c. : 
Messrs.  North,  41b.;  KriUie,  31b.  12oz.;  W.  Aldis, 
lib.  7oz. ;  Peimell,  lib.  3oz.  Our  next  outing  will  take 
place  at  Goring  on  Feb.  12.— W.  Alois. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  Jan.  28  Mr.  Smith  had  some  nice  roach. 
Next  outing  Feb.  26,  at  Hertford.— Pelic  an. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Monday  last 
at  the  Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Clapham 
Junction,  when  only  six  clubs  on  the  list  were  represented, 
which,  I  think,  is  a  disgrace  to  the  S.L.U.A.V.L.  The 
next  visit  goes  to  the  Peokham  Brothers' A. S.,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Peckham. — Alf  Painter. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stock  well -road. — At  a  special  meeting,  held  on  Jan.  31,  an 
entertainment  committee  was  elected  in  conjunction  with 
the  H.A.C.,  their  duties  being  ,to  organise  a  series  of 
entertainments  during  the  fence  months.  The  date  of 
each  item  of  the  programme  will  be  notified  on  notice 
board  at  clubhouse.  Our  next  prize  outing  will  take  place 
at  Datchett  on  Feb.  12.— Thos.  Lucas. 
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Stratford  Angling^  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— I  wish  to  remind  members 
that 'Tuesday  next,  Feb.  7,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  It  was  decided  at  our  last 
meeting  that  a  match  tike  place  on  Feb.  19.— G.  F. 

W  K AV F  R 

Studial  Angrling'  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. During  the  week  Mr.  C. 
Brace  weighed-in  a  chub  of  Sih.  O^oz. ;  and  Mr.  Lock, 
51b  looz.  of  roach  and  dace.  Members  going  down  to 
Bourne  End  on  Feb.  5,  to  take  part  in  the  outing  with  the 
Brompton  Angling  Society,  will  go  down  by  the  8.40  tram 
from  Paddington,  and  return  by  the  7.4-2.  Also  look  out 
for  reserve  saloon  carriapo,  and  all  members  are  to  start 
by  signal  from  the  Lion  Hotel.  The  scales  will  be  closed 
for  weighing-in  fish  at  seven  o'clock.  Fish  from  tow-path 
only.  Mr.  King's  cup  and  other  prizes  to  the  number  of 
about  nineteen  will  be  fished  for.— C.  E.  Lock. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Druid  s  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford.— On  Jan.  29  Mr.  J.  Payne  weighed-m 
roach  ;  J.  Sakley,  roach  and  perch  ;  and  C.  Freak,  perch. 
Other  members  were  out,  but  returned  with  blanks.— 

H-  Tyler.  _  „    .  .      r,  • 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Kobert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Jan.  29  the  following  weighed-in  good  shows  of  roach  from 
Thames  and  Ouse  :  Messrs.  J.  Toothill,  F.  Griffith,  and 
"W.  Bond— W.  H.  B. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Bmba5anent.— Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
had  fish  :  On  Jan.  22,  Mr.  Clegg,  dace  ;  on  Jan.  29,  Mr. 
Allan,  dace;  C.  Frith,  roach;  W.  Powell,  roach.  We 
fish  a  match  on  Feb.  5,  at  Datchet ;  roving  from  Albert 
Bridge  to  old  Windsor  Lock;  both  sides  of  the  cutting 
included ;  usual  connitions  ;  cease  fishing  at  4  o'clock. — 
H  C 

Walham  Chreen  and  Chelsea  AngUng  Society, 

Black  BuU,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Our  meeting  on  Feb.  1 
was  poorly  attended.  Absent  members  please  note  that 
we  travel  down  to  Cookham  on  Feb.  5  by  the  8.40  from 
Paddington.  Mr.  Duffield  weighed-in  a  fine  perch  on 
Jan.  29,  lib.  8ioz.— W.  Batch. 

Walthamatow  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms.  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— The  result  of  the 
January  prize  outing  is  as  foUows  :  First,  Mr.  W.  Knight ; 
second,  Mr.  W.  Goddard ;  third,  Mr.  Poore.  The 
February  special  prize  outing  will  take  place  at  St. 
Margaret's  on  Feb.  12.— H.  Wigg. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  N.— Our 
members  have  had  some  fair  takes  lately  of  one  jack, 
61b.  7oz.  ;  eight  jack,  3llb.  13oz.  ;  one  chub,  31b.  8|oz. ; 
three  cbnb,  51b.  ;  aad  101b.  of  nice  roach,  largest  lib,  Joz. 
— M.  CroDGN. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  'Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
We  fish  a  competition  on  Feb.  5.  for  the  lapsed  prizes.  I 
shall  be  at  Vauxhall  Station  at  6  30  a  m.  that  morning,  to 
meet  my  member  who  was  not  present  this  evening. — W. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road.- The  above  held  a  tripe  supper  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Black  Boy,  on  Jan.  25.  The  room, 
which  was  beautifully  decorated,  was  well  filled,  over  forty 
members  attending,  besides  visitors.  Mr.  Sparling,  the 
president,  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  Rand, 
the  popular  member  for  West  Green  on  the  District 
Council,  and  Mr.  T.  Williams  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  musical  talent  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  A 
collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  amounting 
to  £1  93.— Alfred  G.  Hill. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
ont  on  Jan.  29,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  C. 
Miller,  roach;  Corley,  roach;  Molden,  roach;  John 
Ne?vton,  roach ;  Pethurst,  roach;  R.  Lowther,  roach.  I 
hope  our  members  will  not  forget  our  jack  match  at  Hat- 
field Peverel  on  Feb.  12  ;  all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train 
that  leaves  Stratford  on  the  moraiDg  (7.35  a.m.) ;  and  also 
onr  return  visit  on  Monday,  Feb.  13.— R.  LowTHf:R. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Eegency-street,  S.W. — The  above  society's  match,  fished 
on  Jan.  29,  in  the  Lea,  nearly  fell  through,  Mr.  Bean 
•  being  the  only  member  to  weigh-in.  He  has  taken  the 
first  prize. — S.  J.  H. 

Wimbledon  Fiscatorials,  28,  Alexandra  -  road, 
Wimbledon. — The  match  on  the  29th  ult.  resulted  as 
follows  :  Mr.  Golding,  sen.,  first  with  a  fine  pike  of 
71b.  13oz.,  from  club  water;  Mr.  Salkeld,  jun.,  second; 
and  Mr,  W.  Bishop  third  with  smaller  jack.  Mr.  H. 
Golding  and  Mr.  Thain  also  weighed-in  perch  from  the 
Thames.— Ho.v.  Sec. 


STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT, 
Bt  Tblegeaph,— Friday,  Feu.  3,  9.25  a.m. 
Deal. — N.W. ;  smooth, 
Dover. — N. ;  light ;  smooth. 
Kamsoatb,— N.N.W. ;  smooth. 
Margate,— X. ;  choppy. 

HA8TIN08. — N.  ;  SmOOth. 


A  M0N8TKR  concert  will  be  held  at  the  Champion  Hotel 
on  March  25,  under  the  auspices  of  the  l..ychnobite 
Anglers,  in  aid  of  the  Preservation  and  Re-stocking 
Societies.  Miss  Marie  Lloyd  has  kindly  consented  to  sing, 
aa  also  have  several  other  talented  artiilen.  The  Lychno- 
bites  are  good  workers  in  a  good  cause  ;  and  it  is  con- 
fidently anticipated  that  the  March  25  concert  will  be  a 
"  Champion  "  one. 


Jingling  ^ixixxx^^. 

February  5,   — 

Albion  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Roving  match. 

Baltorsea  Fiscatorials  :  Matjh  at  Peltham. 

Brompton  ;  Supper  match  at  Bourne  End. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Sweepstake  match. 

Camden  :  Lapsad  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 

Good  Intent :  Match  at  St.  Margaret  s. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Islington  Brothers :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match. 

Jolly  Butchers  :  Supper  match  at  Sunbury, 

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Outing  to  Hampton. 

North  London :  Match  at  Ware. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

St.  Thomas  :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Sundial :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Waegoners :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Walham  Green :  Outing  to  CoQkham. 
Tebruary  6. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee meeting. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  m?eting. 

Clissold  :  Smoking  concert. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Visit. 
February  7. 

Mildmay :  Annual  dinner. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  supper, 
February  8. 

Cardiff  Fiscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

Holloway  :  Supper, 

Izaak  Walton :  Match, 
February  9,  .     ^  ^ 

A.B.S.  (Windsor  competition) :  Committee  dinner. 

St.  Ives  (Hunts) :  Annual  match  with  New  Albion 
Fiscatorials. 
February  10. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  :  Committee  meeting. 
February  11. 

Lychnobite  :  Competition  at  Hoddesdon. 

Park  :  A.B.S.  concert. 


Feb.  12.—. 

,.  12.. 
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„  12. 

„  12. 

„  12. 

„  12. 

„  12. 

„  12. 

„  12. 
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„  12. 
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„  13, 

„  13, 

„  14, 

„  14 

M  W 

„  14, 

„  16 

„  16, 

„  19, 

„  19, 

„  19 

„  20, 

»  26, 

„  26 
March  20 


25.—: 


Allason  United  :  Match  at  Langley, 
Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Match  at  Bgham, 
— Bermondsey  Brothers :  Prize  outing. 
— Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 
—Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Consolation  prize 
outing. 

—Crown  and  Buckland:  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
— Harcourt :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
— North-East  Brothers :  Outing. 
— Phcenix  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
—Prince  Albert :  Outing. 
—Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Goring. 
— Stockwell :  Match  at  Datchet. 
—Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
—Walthamstow  Brothers :  Prize  outing. 
—West  Ham  Brothers:  Outing  to  Hatfield 
Peveril, 

—Piscatorial  Society :  Reading  by  Mr.  H.Brown. 

—West  Ham  Brothers  :  Visit. 

—Golden  Barbel :  Roving  match. 

— Good  Intent :  Annual  dinner. 

— Gresham  :  Smoking  oncert, 

— Hoxton  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

— New  Albion  Piscxtorials  :  Lantern  lecture. 

— Queen's  :  Visit. 

—Convivial :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 
—St.  Alban's  :  Roving  match. 
—Stratford  ;  Match. 
—Piscatorial  Society  :  Smoking  concart. 
— Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Sunbury, 
—Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Hertford.' 
, — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner, 
•Lychnobite:  Preservation  concert  at 
Champion  Hotel, 


the 


THE  SEVERN  FISHERIES. 
The  annual  report  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board, 
presented  at  its  general  meeting,  held  at  Birmingham  on 
Thursday  in  last  week,  cannot  be  regarded  by  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  fisheries  of  the  Severn  and  Vymwy 
as  a  satisfactory  one,  and  the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis 
Bund,  who  is  responsible  for  its  compilation,  holds  out 
little  or  no  hope  that  matters  will  improve  in  the  future. 
Briefly  reviewed,  the  report  set  forth  that  the  number  of 
bailiffs  has  had,  through  lack  of  funds,  to  be  reduced  by 
two,  there  being  but  fourteen  only  now  employed  ;  that 
in  order  to  find  so  bad  a  salmon  fishing  season  as  that  of 
1898,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  year  1881 ;  that  the 
take  of  salmon  in  the  estuary  for  the  past  season  was  very 
small ;  that  all  that  can  be  said  of  the  trout  season  is  that 
it  was  an  improvement  on  the  previous  one,  but  that  the 
stock  of  trout  in  the  river  has  largely  decreased 
during  the  last  few  years,  owing— in  the  opinion 
of  the  chairman— to  the  great  facilities  given  for 
poaching  ;  that  coarse  fish  seem  to  be  increasing  in  the 
rivers,  particularly  pike.  Only  with  regard  to  salmon  does 
the  chairman  endeavour  to  take  an  optimistic  view  of 
affairs,  but  he  neverthele;8  candidly  admits  that  Sthe  stock 
of  salmon  in  the  river  is  not  so  large  as  it  should  be.  So 
long  ago  as  April,  1860,  two  observant  correspondents  in  a 
Shrewsbury  newspaper,  one  a  Shrewsbury  resident  and  the 
other  a  gentleman  writing  from  Montgomeryshire,  com- 
plained bitterly  of  the  excessive  netting  for  salmon  and 
other  migratory  fish,  which  was  even  then  carried  on  in  the 
Worcester  and  Gloucester  district,  of  the  consequent  injury 


being  done  to  the  fisheries,  and  the  injustice  from  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire  were 
thereby  suffering.  It  was  not  until  five  or  six  years  later 
than  this  correspondence  took  place  that  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  was  formed,  and,  after  thirty  years  exit tence,  its 
members  must  perforce  admit  that  the  position  of  the 
fisheries  is  now  even  worse  than  when  thiir  work  com- 
menced. Salmon  fishing  in  the  upper  _  waters  of  the 
Severn  and  Vymwy  is  practically  a  thing  of  the  past. 
There  are  now  not  half-a-dozen  netting  licences  taken  out 
above  Shrewsbury,  One  of  the  licence  holders  who  fishes 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llandrinio  took  but  seventeen 
salmon  during  the  whole  of  last  teison,  where,  as  he 
states,  he  was  wont  to  take  about  seventy.  On  the  other 
hand,  for  the  sum  of  about  £600  in  licence  duty,  the  nets 
below  Shropshire  annually  take  from  15,000  to  20,000 
salmon.  Now,  having  regard  to  the  bad  fctate  of  salmon 
fishing  in  the  upper  districts,  it  might  be  thought  that  the 
conservators  would  have  accomplished  something  on  be- 
half of  trout  and  other  anglers  in  Salop  and  Montgomery- 
shire, from  whom  the  board  yearly  recsives  over  £300  in 
licence  fees.  Here,  again,  is  a  history  of  failure,  for  trout 
fishing  in  the  Upper  Severn  and  Vymwy  was  never  so  bad 
as  it  has  been  during  the  last  few  years,  and,  moreover, 
there  is  no  promise  of  improvement.  All  that  the  board 
seems  to  have  done  so  far  as  regards  the_  upper  water 
interests  has  been  the  collection  and  practically  fruitleES 
disbursement  of  many  thousands  of  pounds.  During  the 
last  fourteen  years  a  total  sum  of  over  £15,000  has  been 
spent,  chiefly  in  the  employment  of  bailiffs,  and  in  return 
for  so  large  a  sum  of  money,  to  say  nothing  of  the  personal 
expenses  incurred  by  the  individual  members  of  the  board 
in  travelling  to  attend  meetings,  &c.,  it  is  greatly  to  be 
deplored  that  the  actual  reiults  achieved  are  of  so 
unsatisfactory  a  nature. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Monday  evening,  Feb.  6,  at  the 
Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  at  nine  o'clock  prompt. 

 >         <  ■ 

Lantern  slides  and  literary  merit  were  both  of  marked 
good  quality  in  the  paper  on  "Fishing  in  the  Eastern 
Counties,"  which  was  read  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old 
Izaak")  on  Monday  evening  last  (Jan.  30)  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling 
Society  at  their  very  handsome  and  commodious  head- 
quarters, the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road.  The  double 
object  of  giving  pleasure  to  what  proved  to  be  a  full  and 
enthusiastic  meeting,  and  of  augmenting  the  funds  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  was  certainly 
attained  to  an  extent  that  must  have  been  gratifying  to 
the  lecturer,  who  received  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  at 
the  close  of  his  paper,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
that  the  society,  of  which  he  is  such  an  active  supporter, 
would  benefit  to  the  amount  of  £3  Is.  8d.,  the  result  of 
a  collection  in  the  room,  made  after  the  lecture  (£1  of  the 
total  contributed  by  Mr.  Simpson,  of  the  Anchor  and 
Hope).  There  would  appear  to  be  great  scope  for  similar 
efforts  in  aid  of  Thames  preservation.  A  very  good 
concert  followed  the  lecture.  Mr,  Elsmore  (of  the 
Friendly  Anglers)  was  an  efficient  chairman,  and  was 
supported  by  four  fellow  members  of  the  same  society. 

The  Castle  Hotel  Assembly  Room,  Hastings,  was  well 
filled  on  Monday  night  on  the  occasion  of  an  interesting 
lecture  by  Mr.  P.  H.  Amphlett  on  the  subject  of  "  The 
River  Thames  as  an  Angling  Resort."  The  president, 
Councillor  O.  R.  Travers,  presided  over  the  proceedings, 
and  among  those  present  were  Mr.  F.  S.  Foster  (vice- 
chair),  Mr.  H.  Dowsett  (hon.  secretary).  Dr.  G.  AUford, 
Major  Gooch,  Dr.  Deck,  Dr.  South,  Dr.  TroUope,  Dr. 
Lough,  Mr.  D.  W.  Amoore,  and  Mr.  W.  Payne  Collier, 
The  room  was  neatly  arranged  in  a  social  fashion,  and 
the  lecture,  which  was  illustrated  by  lantern  views  by  Mr, 
A.  Brooker,  was  of  a  most  instructive  character.  The 
lecturer  followed  the  course  of  the  Thames  from  Southend 
right  up  to  its  source,  introducing  many  amusing 
anecdotes.  During  an  internal  Mr.  J.  Baker  Guy  and  Mr. 
Ookenden  contributed  some  vocal  items.  Some  good 
specimens  of  fish  were  on  exhibition,  including  a  'il\\h. 
pike  caught  by  Mr.  Foster.  Three  Thames  trout,  weighing 
111b.  2oz.,  81b.,  and  71b.  respectively,  were  also  entered  by 
Mr.  E.  Dangerfield,  and  a  magnificent  specimen  of 
lamprey,  captured  in  the  Rother  last  summer  by  Mr. 
R.  P.  Smith.  It  weighed  IJlb.  The  lecturer  also  placed 
on  view  a  fine  91b.  Thames  barbel,  caught  by  himself  while 
roach  fishing.  _ 

A  PROMINENT  upper  water  conservator  of  the  Severn 
was  one  evening  last  week,  in  the  presence  of  a  goodly 
company,  having  a  spirited  argument  with  a  droll  Shrews- 
bury angler  on  the  Severn  licensing  question.  It  was  just 
after  the  great  flood,  and  the  angler  referred  to  sought 
enlightenment  on  a  curious  point.  He  wanted  the  con- 
servator to  tell  him  whether  the  Severn  Fishery  Board 
would  be  justified  in  demanding  of  him  a  licence  for 
fishing  in  the  flood  water,  on  a  bowling-green  with  which  he 
was  connected.  "  Certainly,"  replied  the  Conservator, 
"as  you  would  b3  fishing  in  our  water — in  the  district 
of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board."  Smartly  came  the 
rejoinder  :  "  What  right  have  you  to  let  your  water  ccme 
on  our  bowling-green  Y  " 


The  Sid  accident  which  happened  off  the  Chapman 
Light  the  other  ia.y,  by  which  two  Leigh  fishermen  lost 
their  lives,  is  clearly  one  of  those  which  must  be  called 


\ 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  4,  1899 


preventable.  A  boat  with  its  gear  down  is  helpless  to 
avoid  collision,  and  by  every  "  rule  of  the  road  "  all  other 
ships  should  give  way  to  it.  The  two  young  men  who 
were  lost,  Noakes  and  Catgrove,  were  the  sons-in-law  of 
Mr.  Robinson,  the  owner  of  the  "biwley,"  and  much 
sjmpatby  is  felt  in  the  neighbourhood  for  him,  his  two 
widowed  daughters,  and  their  children.  I  am  pleased  to 
hear  that  this  sympathy  is  likely  to  take  a  practical  and 
tangible  form. 

Two  sisters,  widowed  by  the  cruel  sea. 
Mingle  their  tears  for  dear  ones  now  at  rest. 
May  this  their  comfort  and  their  children's  be, 
That  whatfloever  happens  God  knows  best. 


I  RECENTLY  came  across  an  angling  sang  inpraisa  of  the 
Norwegian  salmon  river  Namsen.    It  is  to  be  found  in 
Parker  Gillmore'a  most  interesting  book,  "  Leaves  from  a 
Sportsman's  Diary.    (Air  obvious.)    It  runs  thus  : 
The  Last  Cast  of  the  Season. 
Here's  to  the  Namsen  of  rivers  the  queen, 

Now  to  her  boatman  so  thrifty  ; 
Here's  to  thepalmon  of  pounds  just  fifteen. 
Though  we'd  rather  hook  one  that  weighs  fifty. 

Chorus. 

The  season  is  past,  this  throw  is  the  last 

I'll  warrant  'twill  prove  an  excuse  for  the  cast. 

In  spring  this  fine  stream  is  discoloured  by  snow. 

Then  the  angler's  disconsolate  very ; 
But  the  water  once  fine,  he  forgets  all  his  woe, 

And  kills  lots  of  fish,  and  is  merry. 

Here's  to  P.,  who's  the  boy  to  kill  fish  of  good  size  ; 

Here's  to  him  who  can  rarely  catch  one,  sir; 
Here's  to  the  muff  who  can  scarce  get  a  rise, 

And  to  him  who  works  all  day  for  none,  sir. 

For  let  them  be  salmon  or  let  them  be  peal. 

So  long  as  they  take  silk  and  feather  ; 
The  music  we  love  is  the  click  of  the  reel, 

So  as  sportsmen  we'll  toast  them  together. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  with  his  last  cast  the  talented 
author  of  the  above  killed  a  splendid  fish  of  261b. 


I  KNOW  of  no  better  digestive  than  a  good  hearty  laugh, 
and  I  have  had  it.  I  have  been  reading  "  Pink  Papers," 
edited  by  my  "  young  friend  "  Nathaniel  Gubbins,  of  the 
Sporting  Times.  The  bock  is  a  collection  of  "  wheezes  " 
which  have  from  time  to  time  appeared  in  my  rosy  contem- 
porary, and,  to  use  the  stereotyped  phrase,  "  there  is  not 
a  dull  page  from  cover  to  cover."  There  is,  as  I  have 
already  said,  much  virtue  in  a  hearty  laugh,  and,  as  a 
medicine,  "  Pink  Papers  "  can  give  many  much  advertised 
nostrums  a  long  stai-t  and  a  beating.  Let  us  have  some 
more  wheezes,  if  you  please,  friend  "  Gub."  I  am  afraid, 
however,  that  the  editor  must  be  a  little  bit  colour  blind, 
as  some  of  the  pink  papers  are  distinctly  of  cerulean  hue. 
 >  *«♦<  

"  J.  A.  B.''  writes :  "  Dear  '  Drag.' — Last  week  I  took 
the  tip  given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  'sampled'  the 
new  Railway  Hotel  at  Southend.  The  host  is  a  real  good 
sportsman,  and  he  and  his  good  wife  vied  with  each  other 
in  their  efforts  to  do  me  right  well.  That  they  succeeded 
goes  without  saying,  and  the  moderation  of  their  bill  was 
a  pleasing  surprise.  I  can  recommend  the  house  strongly 
to  my  brother  anglers.  Owing  to  a  prior  engagement, 
Mr.  Wagstaff  could  not  accompany  me  on  my  fishing 
jaunt,  but  we  have  arranged  to  have  a  day  together  in  the 
immediate  future.  Thanks  once  more  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  another  good  wrinkle." 

 >  »«<  (  

It  was  the  fighting  potman  of  that  well-known  angling 
resort,  yclept  "The  Cat  and  Cockroach."  He  had  not 
been  to  church  all  the  year,  his  duties  did  not  allow  of  it, 
but  he  got  leave  of  absence  to  attend  the  last  watch-night 
service,  which,  as  everyone  will  remember  took  place  on 
Saturday  night.  But  "his  nibs"  had  taken  something 
besides  exercise  during  the  day,  and  once  inside  the  church 
fell  fast  asleep.  He  was  awakened  by  the  church  clock 
chiming  midnight.  He  started  up.  "  What's  that  ?"  he 
asked  the  man  sitting  next  to  him.  "Twelve  o'clnck" 
was  the  reply  ;  and  then  with  the  feeling  of  professional 
duty  strong  upon  him ,  he  more  than  astonished  the  clergy- 
man and  congregation  by  calling  out  in  his  most  dignified 
manner,  "  Time,  gentlemen,  please  !  " 


"  Last  week,"  writes  an  old  subscriber,  "you  gave  us 
an  Irish  bull.  Here  is  another  :  Some  years  ago,  when  I 
was  staying  in- a  Dublin  hotel,  the  wall  of  my  bedroom 
was  decorated  by  a  notice  in  the  following  words  : 
'  Visitors  are  rciiuested  to  lock  the  door  on  the  inside 
before  leaving  the  apartment.'  Whether  this  was  a 
genuine  Hiberniciem,  or  put  there  purposely  for  visitors  to 
talk  about,  and  so  give  the  house  a  gratuitous  advertise- 
ment, I  do  not  know.    Anyway,  there  it  was." 

 >  ♦  <  ♦  <  

I  DO  not  know  if  the  following  is  a  "  chestnut,"  but  it 
will  bear  telling  again.  It  was  on  a  coach  drive  that  the 
man  who  "  wants  to  know,  you  know  "  was  pestering  the 
driver  with  questions.  "  Driver."  said  he,  "  what  colour 
do  you  call  your  off  leader  ?  "  "A  flea-bitten  grey,  sir," 
answered  Jehu.  "  Oh  !  "  replied  his  interrogator,  "  and 
what  sort  of  animal  has  been  biting  this  one  ?  "  as  he 
pointed  to  the  near  wheeler,  which  was  a  piebald. 
 >-^»-»-<  

Me.  Charles  Hus,«ey  writes  :  "  Dear  '  Drag,' — Owing 
to  circumstances,  to  which  you  alluded  so  kindly  in  your 
last  issue,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  see  our  Mayor  last 
week,  as  1  intended.   But  it  will  interest  you  to  know 


that  on  application  at  Messrs.  Smith  and  Son's  bookstall 
for  a  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  to  send  to  his  worship, 
was  informed  by  the  genial  and  courteous  manager  of  the 
stall  that  so  much  interest  ia  taken  in  the  local  question 
raised  in  its  columns  that  the  paper  is  sold  out  almost 
as  soon  as  leoeived."  Quite  so  j  and  I  am  pleased  to  know 
that  Southend  is  not  the  only  place  where  the  Fishing 
Oazefle  is  "  sold  out  almost  as  soon  as  received,"  which  is 
as  it  should  be. 


The  Cobden  A.  S.  announce  the  capture  of  some  good 
perch  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  A.  Rowland  had  four  fish 
of  the  following  weights:  lib.  14Joz.,  lib.  lO^oz., 
lib.  3ioz.,  and  lib.  l^oz.  This  does  not  look  as  though 
the  Thames  was  depleted ! 

 >  »♦ ♦<  

Anew  sportsman's  song,  "  The  Master  in  Red,"  from 
the  pen  of  our  river  correspondent  "Pan,"  is  having  a 
great  run  in  the  Midlands.  Messrs.  Gould  and  Co. 
are  the  publishers.  I  understand  another  new  angling 
song.  "The  Angler  in  Brown,"  will  shortly  be  brought 
out  by  the  same  gentleman.  It  is  admirably  suited  for 
smoking  concerts. 

)  »  *  »  < 

One  of  the  stories  told  by  aBurns's  enthusiast  down 
Ayrshire  way  last  week,  is  as  follows  :  "  The  man  of  whom 
the  story  was  originally  told,  had  been  somewhat  fond  of 
the  'barley  bree'  (i.e.,  Dunripple).  Through  the  good 
influence  of  a  teetotal  friend,  however,  he  had  been  led  to 
renounce  the  '  cursed  drink,'  and  ultimately  to  become  a 
Good  Templar.  As  a  brand  plucked  from  the  burning, 
the  lodge  was  wonderfully  proud  of  its  new  convert,  and 
nothing  would  satisfy  a  few  of  the  more  enthusiastic 
spirits  but  that  he  should,  at  the  first  '  open '  meeting, 
relate  his  experience  for  the  benefit  of  those  '  still  without 
the  fold.' 

' '  Somewhat  reluctantly  the  poor  fellow  consented,  and 
the  next '  open '  meeting  found  him  on  the  platform.  His 
address  ran  something  after  this  fashion  :  '  Weel,  freens, 
I'll  gie  ye  my  experience  since  I  joined  the  Templars. 
Before  I  joined  I  never  had  a  broon  bawbee  tae  my  name. 
In  three  months  I've  saved  as  muckle  as  will  buy  me  a 
oofiin,  an',  freens,  if  I'm  a  Templar  'ither  three  months, 
as  shure  as  onything  I'll  be  in  it." 


I  have  oyer  and  over  again  said  I  am  no  good  at 
conundrums.  The  old,  old  fiend,  "  A  Subscriber  from  the 
First,"  sends  me  the  following  puzzle:  "If  the  earth 
revolves  on  its  axis  once  in  3651  days,  how  long  will  it  take 
for  a  string  of  Harris's  sausages  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  a 
pail  of  pease  pudding."  Now,  I  don't  profess  to  know 
everythmg,  but  this  is  a  fair  puzzle.  I  cannot  make  a  rule 
of  three  sum  of  it,  it  is  not  practice  or  tare  and  tret,  or, 
indeed,  any  of  the  rules  of  arithmetic  which  I  learned  in 
dajs  "lang  syne."  Anyone  who  can  solve  the  riddle  will 
find  that,  on  application  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son's  bookstalls,  he  can  have  the  current  Fishing  Gazette 
at  the  very  small  price  of  twopence  per  copy. 

 >»♦♦<  

On  Thursday  next  a  most  interesting  match  will  take 
place  on  the  Huntingdon  Onse  between  the  members  of 
the  St.  Ives  and  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Societies.  They 
fish  for  a  supper  and  plate  and  guineas.  I  hope  they  will 
have  a  real  good  time  of  it.  Whether  or  no,  I  am  certain 
that  the  supper  will  be  a  success.  On  Thursday,  Feb.  16,  at 
the  home  of  the  New  Albion's,  Mr.  J.  W.  Wade  will  give 
a  lantern  lecture  (followed  by  a  smoking  concert), 
entitled,  "An  Angler's  Ramble  through  Kent." 


If  the  authorities  of  provincial  cities  and  large  towns 
followed  the  example  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge  as  Ranger  of  Hyde  Park,  the  Regent's  Park, 
and  possibly  of  St.  James's  Park,  together  with  the 
superintendents  of  the  Peoples'  Parks  in  London,  in 
encouraging  wild  birds  to  become  gradually  domesticated, 
they  would  earn  the  gratitude  of  all  naturalists.  Early 
in  the  season  as  it  is,  a  pair  of  ringdoves  (woodpigeons) 
have  built  their  nest  (continues  "  Rus.")  in  a  tree  in  the 
Dean's-yard,  Westminster  Abbey,  near  the  Clerk  of  the 
Works'  Ofiioe,  and  they  have  got  a  couple  of  young  birds. 
Some  country  folk  settled  in  London  must  indeed  stare 
on  seeing  the  numerous  wood  pigeons  in  the  West-end 
parks  being  almost  as  tame  as  the  house  pigeons,  and  have 
been  reminded,  maybe,  of  happier  days,  when,  earning 
much  less  wages,  they  had  fewer  wants  than  now,  and 
some,  perhaps,  pine  for  the  pure  country  air  and  the  once 
familiar  sights  and  sounds  of  calm  village  life. 


The  following  is  from  the  Hatters'  Gazette :  An  old 
journal,  dated  January  16,  1797,  gives  the  folloMing 
amusing  account  of  the  wearing  of  the  first  silk  hat  in 
London:  "John  Hetherington,  haberdasher,  of  the 
Strand,  was  arraigned  before  the  Lord  Mayor  yesterday 
on  a  charge  of  breach  of  the  peace  and  inciting  to  riot, 
and  was  required  tolgive  bonds  in  the  sum  of  £500.  It 
was  in  evidence  that  Mr.  Hetherington,  who  is  well  con- 
nected, appeared  on  the  public  highway  wearing  upon  his 
head  what  he  called  a  silk  hat  (which  was  offered  in  evid- 
ence), a  tall  structure  having  a  shiny  lustre,  and  calculated 
to  frighten  timid  people.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  officers 
of  the  Crown  stated  that  several  women  fainted  at  the 
unusual  sight,  while  children  screamed,  dogs  yelped,  and  a 
younger  son  of  Cordwainer  Thomas,  who  was  returning 
from  a  chandler's  shop,  was  thrown  down  by  the  crowd 
which  had  collected  and  had  his  right  arm  broken.  For 
these  reasons  the  defendant  was  seized  by  the  guards  and 
taken  before  the  Lord  Mayor,   In  extenuation  of  his 


crime,  the  defendant  claimed  that  he  had  not  violated  any 
law  of  the  kingdom,  but  was  merely  exercising  a  right  to 
appear  in  a  head-dress  of  his  own  design  — a  right  not 
denied  to  any  Englishman." 

 >  *« ♦ <  

The  Hoxton  Brothers  will,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Feb.  14, 
hold  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  Their  club- 
house is  at  the  Spread  Eagle,  Eingsland-road.  Some 
splendid  talent  is  promised.  Chairman,  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood  ; 
vioe-chair,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd. 

 >»»♦<  

The  current  number  of  the  Thames  Angling  News  is  to 
hand,  and  is  as  bright  and  interesting  an  issue  as  I  have 
ever  seen  of  that  go-a-head  little  sheet.  The  little 
"  pome  "  anent  the  angler's  wife  is  capital,  and  there  are 
many  other  plums.  How  it  is  done  for  a  halfpenny  I  do 
not  know,  and  fortunately  for  me  it  is  none  of  my  busi- 
ness, but  it  is  about  the  best  "brown's  worth"  to  be 
found. 


There  is  one  article  in  the  aforesaid  T.  A.  N,  which 
deserves  more  than  passing  notice.  It  is  entitled  "  Angling 
and  Anglers,"  and  is  written  over  the  signature  of 
Marion  Hobbs.  Although  Mrs.  Hobbs  modestly  says  she 
knows  little  of  either  subject,  her  writing  rather  gives  the 
lady  away,  as  no  one  can  write  a  breezy,  chatty,  and 
entirely  readable  article  like  the  one  under  review  without 
knowing  a  very  great  deal  of  the  sport  and  its  votaries. 
Everyone,  especially  anglers'  wives,  should  read  what 
Mrs.  Hobbs  has  to  say  on  the  important  subjeot  of  which 
she  treats. 


Here  is  a  little  gf  m  from  the  article,  which  may  shortly 
be  quoted  in  full.  "I  have  always  said  that  a  good  son 
and  brother  makes  a  good  husband.  To  this  I  must  add  if 
they  engaged  in  the  gentle  art  of  angling  they  make 
especially  good  husbands,  because  as  a  rule,  they  are  more 
patient  and  thoughtful  for  their  wcmen-hind.  All  the 
anglers  of  my  acquaintance  are  most  estimable  husbands." 
Thank  you,  madam,  we  all  of  us,  "likewise  bows."  If  I 
were  a  betting  man  (which  I  am  not),  I  would  not  mind 
laying  a  small  wager  that  Mrs.  Hobbs  is  as  good  a  "  sports- 
man "  as  our  friend  whom,  with  a  shy  humour,  she  calls 
"my  better  (?)  half." 


Now  I  hope  all  my  young  lady  friends  will  read,  mark,  • 
learn,  and  inwardly  digest  the  moral  which  Mrs.  Hobb^  ■ 
draws  from  her  own  experience.    When  Prince  Charming  ■ 
comes  along  and  tells  you  the  "  old,  old  story,"  you  ! 
should,  before  answering  the  most  important  question, 
ask  another,  "  Are  you  a  good  angler?"    If  he  says  , 
"  No,"  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  him,  and  look  out  , 
for  some  one  who  is.    I  should  not  have  dared  to  give  this 
advice  "  on  my  own,"  but  now  that  it  is  given  by  a  lady 
who  evidently  knows,  it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that 
I  endorse  every  word  that  Mrs.  Hobbs  has  written.   Once  1 
more,  thank  you,  madam. 


"  Malapropisms,"  says  the  Daily  News,  ''  are  not  con- 
fined to  either  side  of  the  Atlantic.  An  American  technical  ' 
journal  prints  some  of  the  queer  orders  received  by  a  ! 
Jersey  City  chemist  in  the  course  of  his  business.    Here  ; 
they  are  :  ' 

"  '  This  child  is  my  little  girl.  I  eend  you  five_  cents  to  ' 
buy  two  sitless  powders  for  a  groan  up  adult  who  is  sike.'  "  ' 

"  '  Dear  Doohter,  pies  gif  bearer  five  sense  worse  of  ' 
Auntie  Toxyn  for  to  gargle  baby's  throat  and  obleage.'  " 

"  '  You  will  pleas  give  the  leetle  boi  five  cents  worth  of, 
epecac  for  to  throw  up  in  a  five  months'  old  babe.  N.B.— 
The  babe  has  a  sore  stummiok.'  " 

"  '  I  have  a  cute  pain  in  my  child's  diagram.  Fleaee  give 
my  son  something  to  release  it.'  " 

"  '  My  little  babeyhas  eat  up  its  father's  parish  plasther. 
Send  an  antedote  quick  as  possible  by  the  enclosed  girl.'  " 

"  '  I  haf  a  hot  time  in  my  insides  and  wich  I  wood  like  it 
to  be  extinguished.  What  is  good  for  to  extinguish  it. 
The  enclosed  money  is  for  the  price  of  the  extinguisher. 
Hurry  pleas.'" 


Mr.  Archibald  W.  Dane  (of  the  Piscatorial  Society 
writes  me  from  Torcross  Hotel,  Devon  :  "  Dear  '  Drag.', 
— I  have  had  a  week  here,  and  found  the  hotel  very  com- 
fortable and  the  feeding  A  1 ;  in  fact,  everything  has 
been  good  except  the  wind,  which  has  been  E.,  E.N.E., 
and  E.E.E.E.  My  best  fish  is  a  nine  -  pounder, 
and  one  a  little  smaller  ;  so  to-day  I  tried  for 
rudd  and  roach,  but  there  was  too  much  wind.  However, 
I  am  finishing  up  my  time  with  the  capture  of  a  few 
rabbits  and  wildfowl."  [Good,  Mr.  Dane;  but  would 
you  mind  saying  what  bait  you  used  ?  Also  what  hooks, 
and  define  the  swims,  so  that  some  of  our  poor  town-pent 
brethren  could  secure  some  specimens  for  "  casing  "  ?] 


The  Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  are,  I  hear,  holding 
their  Wednesday  "  Popular  Concerts"  at  the  Stanley 
Arms,  Landseer-road,  Holloway,  N.  Anglers  "  passing 
that  way  "  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome.  There  are  two 
pianists  and  ten  professional  singers  amongst  the  members 
o  this  clcb.  Dragnet. 


School  Books,  Dictionaries,  Ac,  Including  Mr.  Jackson's 
Upright  Writing  Copy  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Can  be  had  on  application. 
.FOBKiQN  Books  and  Pewodicais.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fotter-lane,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fasi 
train  consignments  from  their  Oontinental  agents  twice  a  week. 
Catalogue  gratis. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usnal  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Feb.  1  at  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel,  a  large  number  of  members  being 
preaent ;  Mr.  W.  Browning  in  the  chair.  Members  present 
gave  nnsatisfaotory  reports  of  the  sport  of  the  past  week. 
An  interesting  report  was  read  on  a  non-tuberculated 
turbot,  and  also  on  two  specimens  coloured  on  both  sides. 
Mr  Eldred  then  irave  a  very  interesting  and  excellent 
paper  on  "  Fish  Hooks,"  of  which  the  following  i3  an 

abstract :  •     ii.  i  •  • 

Mr.  Eldred  commenced  his  paper  by  saying  that  iron  in 
a  pure  state  is  only  found  in  the  laboratory  of  the  chemist, 
and  he  then  deduced  that  as  steel  is  produced  from  iron,  it 
followed  that  impurities,  such  as  carbon,  sulphur, 
phosphorus,  &o.,  were  always  more  or  less  present  in  steel. 
He  then  showed  that  carbon,  however,  could  hardly  be 
considered  an  impurity,  as  the  characteristics  of  steel 
depended  upon  th^  element.  He  next  described  the  three 
principal  methods  of  converting  iron  into  steel,  these 
processes  being  the  Catalan,  Cementation,  and  Bessemer, 
or  decarbnrising  process,  illustrating  his  remarks  by  dia- 
grams, &c.,  and  showed  that  this  latter  had  almost  entirely 
revolutionised  the  older  methods  of  steel  production. 
From  this  he  passed  to  the  various  operations  necessary 
for  converting  the  steel  into  a  fish  hook.  Barbing  by 
cutting  and  filing  were  treated  of,  the  actual  operations 
being  performed  by  the  lecturer.  Bending  and  kerbing 
were  similarly  treated,  the  moulds  and  tools  for  which 
were  Hndly  lent  by  Messrs.  Allcack,  of  Redditch.  He 
neit  took  his  audience  through  the  hardening  and  temper- 
ing processes,  which  he  again  illastrated  by  actual  experi- 
ments. Finishing,  blueing,  tinning,  rust-proofing  were 
all  explained,  and  exemplided  by  reference  to  specinlens. 
He  exhibited,  in  connection  with  tempering,  a  bar  of  steel, 
which  showed  in  a  very  beautiful  and  striking  manner  the 
colours,  rnnning  from  pale  yellow  to  blue,  purple,  and  black, 
due  to  the  effect  of  cooling  thebar  at  different  temperatures. 
These  colours,  he  explained,  were  the  result  of  the  com- 
bination of  oxygen  with  the  steel,  and  gave  the  result  of 
Sir  Humphrey  Davy's  experiments  to  prove  the  truth  of 
his  statement.  The  shape  of  the  hook  was  next  taken  into 
consideration,  and  he  argued  that  if  the  pointed  or  entering 
portion  of  the  hook  was  much  out  of  parallelism  with  the 
shank,  its  penetrative  power  was  lowered.  The  barbing, 
he  pointed  out,  was  the  part  of  the  hook  which  necessitated 
great  care  in  its  manufacture,  aa  this  was  generally  the 
weakest  portion  of  the  hook.  To  illustrate  tbis  particular 
part  of  his  piper  he  showtd  brass  models  which  he  had 
made  to  show  good  and  bad  forms  of  bending  and  kerbing. 
The  shape  and  size  of  the  eye  were  then  discussed,  and  he 
iUnstrated  his  remarks  by  referring  to  the  Norwegian 
hooks  of  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford  as  capital  specimens. 
The  methods  of  attaching  hooks  to  gat  were  briefly 
touched  upon,  and  he  was  very  emphatic  in  saying  that 
hooks  for  sea  fishing  should  never  be  whipped  on,  the  jam, 
Turle,  or  hitch  knots  being  amply  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
Regarding  the  quality  of  hooks,  he  quoted  the  following 
from  Bickerdyke  :  "  It  is  the  worst  of  economy  to  buy 
cheap  hooka."  "  Not  only,"  he  said,  "  will  the  best  be  found 
the  cheapest,  but  will  certainly  be  provocative  of  less  bad  lan- 
guage. He  concluded  his  paper  by  giving  the  essential 
qualities  of  a  good  hook,  which  were  :  1.  Steel  of  the  best 
quality  ;  2.  Well  tempered,  the  maximum  of  hardness  con- 
sistent with  elasticity ;  3.  Good  penetration ;  4.  Good 
holding  power;  5.  Kust  proof,  if  you  can  get  them;  6. 
Well  finished.  Before  sitting  down  he  said  he  desired  to 
express  his  thanks  to  the  following  manufacturers  who  had 
supplied  him  with  such  a  variety  of  hooks  and  other 
material  to  illustrate  his  paper :  Messrs.  J.  and  P.  Kirk, 
Sheffield;  Allcjck  and  Co.,  Redditch;  Hardy  Bros., 
Alnwick ;  Ogden  and  Scotford,  London  and  Cheltenham. 

An  interesting  discussion  took  place,  in  which_  Messrs. 
Minchin,  Mignot,  Parker,  Matthews,  Ive,  Lane,  Litchfield, 
and  the  hon.  sec.  took  part.  Mr.  Minchin  proposed,  and 
Mr.  Canton  seconded,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
lecturer.  The  hon.  sec.  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  M.  de  Gobart,  our  agent  at  Blankenburghe,  in 
which  he  stated  that  he  was  awaiting  the  arrival  of  our 
members  after  April  1,  that  he  might  look  after  them.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


ANCHOR  AND  HOPE  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

The  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society  (one  of  the 
most  popular  South  London  clubs)  had  a  splendid  gathering 
at  their  headquarters,  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road, 
on  Monday  last,  when  their  president,  Mr.  T.  Cromplen 
("  Old  Izaak  ")  gave  a  lantern  lecture,  entitled  "  Fishing 
in  the  Edstem  Counties."  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  (president 
Central  Association  of  London  Anglers)  occupied  the 
chair,  supported  by  Messrs.  W.  Meakin  and  J.  McDer- 
mott  (Friendly  Anglers),  Mr.  T.  Cox  (West  London  A.C.), 
Mr.  A.  E.  Matthews  (New  Albion),  Mr.  J.  Dunn  (CoUing- 
wood),  Messrs.  W.  Streeton  and  P.  AUum  (South  Ber- 
mondsey),  Messrs.  J.  .Smith  and  W.  Kervell  (Bermondsoy 
Brothers),  Mr.  W.  H.  Lawes  (Deptford),  Messrs.  J.  W. 
Simpson,  0.  Watkins,  H.  Mallett.  B,  Booth,  &c.  The 
lectarer  give  a  brief  account  of  the  Lea,  Stort,  Stour, 
and  other  rivers  to  which  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  gives 
access,  and  concluded  with  a  rapid  survey  of  the  famous 
Breads  of  Norfolk,  also  places  along  the  coast  where  sea 
fishing  is  chiefly  to  be  had.  Prior  to  the  lecture  some 
beautiful  views  of  Pnlborough,  Amberley,  and  other 
angling  resorts  were  shown  upon  the  screen,  and  Izaak 
Walton  and  the  famous  fishing  house  upon  the  Dove  also 
Mime  in  for  attention.  A  number  of  illustrations  of  the 
Thames  were  equally  well  displayed.  The  lecturer  jjave 
some  practical  hints  as  to  fishing,  particularly  on  the  rivers 
and  broads  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  jocularly  remarked 
that  when  fantastic  tackle  was  recommended,  a  lesson  as 
to  fishing  fine  might  be  gathered  from  Walton,  who  some- 


times only  fished  with  Cotton.  Many  of  the  slides  shown 
were  from  original  photographs,  and  all  were  much 
admired,  the  lantern  being  supplied  and  cleverly  manipu- 
lated by  Mr.  P.  Lee,  of  the  Grange  Angling  Society,  to 
whom,  with  the  lecturer,  hearty  tbanks  were  accorded. 
Some  excellent  snap-shots  (taken  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade)  of 
leading  members  of  the  society  andthe  Central  Association, 
after  which  a  collection  was  made  for  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  and  Re-stocking  Society,  which  resulted  in 
the  addition  of  £3  39.  to  the  funds  of  that  excellent 
institution.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  then  moved  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman,  which  was  carried  by  acclama- 
tion. Mr.  Elsmore,  in  reply,  thanked  the  members  for 
the  handsome  contribution  made  to  the  good  work  of 
Thames  preservation,  and  expressed  his  good  wishes  for 
the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope.  A 
capital  vocal  and  instrumental  concert  was  carried  out 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Martin,  with  Mr.  J. 
King  as  [accompanist.  The  proceedings,  which  had  been 
enthusiastic  throughout  concluded,  with  the  National 
Anthem  and  Auld  Lang  Syne. 


This  (Saturday)  day  week  and  angling  will  be  in  full 
swing  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters.  Most  of  the  Dee 
waters  wiU  be  covered  on  the  opening  day  ;  but,  of  course, 
much  will  depend  on  the  state  of  the  weatner  prior  to  the 
opening.   

A  spell  of  severe  frost  has  been  experienced  for  some 
six  days  on  end,  the  minimum  readings  not  having  been  so 
low  for  some  four  years  back.  The  streams  have 
accordingly  sunk  to  normal  level  and  the  run  of  fish 
partially  checked.  This  is,  on  the  whole,  acceptable  to  all, 
the  only  dissentients,  perhaps,  being  the  far  inland  pro- 
prietors, who  prefer  open  weather  all  through. 


The  Ythan  opens  on  the  25th  inst.  It  and  the  Ugie  are 
late  salmon  rivers,  but  some  splendid  early  sea  trout 
angling  is  got  on  the  tidal  waters  during  the  opening 
weeks  and  right  on  through  the  spring,  till  the  smolts 
appear  in  the  middle  of  April  or  beginning  of  May. 


The  summary  of  the  decision  in  the  reclaiming  note  in 
the  Spey  pollution  case  was  given  last  week,  confirming 
Lord  Kyllachey's  decision,  and  remitting  the  case  back  to 
him  to  proceed  with.  The  inference  to  be  drawn  is  that 
where  pollution  exists  action  should  be  taken  at  once,  as 
there  is  little  fear  of  the  money  being  lost  in  raising  such. 
As  the  law  stands  pollution  in  any  shape  or  form  may  be 
put  a  stop  to,  especially  if  it  has  been  created  within 
recent  years.   

A  most  desirable  little  property  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Ugie,  near  Peterhead,  was  bought  last  week  by  Mr. 
Garden  T.  West,  Balmoor,  Peterhead,  for  £9710  by 
public  roup.  The  estate  carries  along  with  it  excellent  sea 
trout  angling,  with  an  occasional  salmon  and  grilse  after 
the  nets  are  off  in  the  autumn. 


A  monster  skate  was  landed  the  other  day  at  Fraser- 
burgh, measuring  8ft.  2in.  by  5ft.  lOin.,  and  weighing 
2Jcwt.  It  was  purchased  for  the  English  market.  Small 
skate  are  preferred  in  the  north  by  housewives,  especially 
the  small  brown  skate.   

The  East  Coast  Fisheries  Association,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  James  Johnstone,  of  Montrose,  has  its  little  quarrel 
with  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  for  being  too  stern  and 
logical  in  the  anti-trawling  policy.  Some  of  the  fisher- 
men themselves  have  been  "  trailing "  nets  along  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  in  the  territorial  waters  and  firths,  and 
the  board  has  put  its  foot  down  on  their  little  game. 


It  is  currently  believed  that  Professor  D'Arcy  Thomson, 
C.B.,  will  be  offered  the  Natural  History  chair  in 
Aberdeen  University,  vacant  through  the  death  of  Pro- 
fessor Nicholson.   

The  Tay  salmon  fishing  proprietors  are  up  in  arms 
against  the  proposed  Highland  Water  Power  Company, 
and  the  chiefs  are  shouting  "  claymore." 

The  netting  stations  on  the  east  and  north  coasts 
commence  operations  on  the  11th  prox.,  when  the  bulk  of 
Scotch  salmon  waters  then  open.  As  the  eleventh  falls 
on  a  Saturday,  the  nets  will  have  only  from  twelve  on 
Friday  night  till  six  on  Saturday,  when  they  will  have  to 
lift  their  leaders  again  for  the  weekly  slap. 

An  assessment  of  13  per  cent,  has  been  imposed  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  Tay  Upper  Salmon  District  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  current  year  in  taking  off  the  nets  above 
Campsie  falls.  Lord  Breadalbane's  withdrawal  from  the 
combination  has  reduced  the  rateable  value,  and  so 
increased  the  rate,  in  spite  of  a  revision  of  many  of  the 
rentals,  which  have  hitherto  been  absurdly  low. 

Special  Scotch. 


A  Great  In.io8TICB  is  very  often  done  because  some  self- 
assertive  people  imagine  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  make  an  error. 
Shakespeare  must  have  made  an  analytical  study  of  the  human 
heart  before  he  uttered  those  warning  words,  ■•  Man  know  thy- 
self, then  others  learn  to  know."  This  is  a  lesson  we  should  all 
try  and  perfect  ourselves  in,  and  when  this  has  been  done  we 
have  to  face  the  signiflcant  fact  that  unless  we  cultivate  good 
health,  prosperity  and  happiness  cannot  abide  with  us.  HoUoway's 
Pills  Wirt  aid  us  to  do  this.  The  most  eminent  medical  men 
agrfe  that  for  the  preservation  of  good  health  and  cure  of  disease 
there  is  nothing  to  equal  them. 


Iptovincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  was 
held  in  Birmingham  on  Tburtday,  Jan.  27  laiit,  whfn  the 
chief  business  transacted  related  to  the  salmon  and  trout, 
and  the  claims  of  the  coarse  fish  anglers  were  again 
treated  with  indifference.    This  is  a  state  of  things  I  am 
very  sorry  to  see,  as  it  is  the  wish  of  the  coarse  fish  anglers 
to  come  to  some  terms  with  the  board  in  order  to  get 
some  kind  of  protection  for  this  class  of  fish  as  is  given 
for  the  salmon  and  trout.    The  opinion  of  all  true  anglers 
is  that  they  are  willing  to  pay  a  licence  to  fish  for  coarse 
fish,  providing  the  board  will  observe  a  proper  close  time, 
and  refuse  to  issue  permits  as  they  do  for  the  taking  of 
the  fish  during  the  close  season.    In  the  yearly  report  as 
just  issued  by  the  board,  mention  is  made  that  since 
the  Provincial  Angling  Association  have  taken  up  the 
oases  of  the    members    being    summoned    for  taking 
coarse  fish  without  a  trout    licence,  it  has  induced 
certain  people  to  go  in  for  netting.    Now,  this  is  one 
of  the  great  things  which  the  association  would  not  give 
their  countenance  to  under  any  conditions,  and  would  like 
to  see  such  offenders  punished.    Our  aim  is  to  benefit  the 
rod  and  line  fishermen,  and  it  is  an  insult  to  all  true  anglers 
to  say  that  it  is  their  fault  that  these  netting  operations 
have  been  brought  about  through  their  refusal  to  take  out 
the  trout  licences  for  the  taking  of  coarse  fish.    The  board 
themselves  are  to  blame  for  allowing  the  water  to  be 
depleted  in  such  a  wholesale  manner,  and  I  am  sure  the 
anglers  would  assist  the  board  in  trying  to  put  a  stop  to 
such  unsportsmanlike  practices.    Such  statements  as  these 
are  calculated  to  do  more  harm  than  good  to  all  parties 
concerned.    Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfield,  the  P. A, A. 
representatives    on  the    board,    spoke    very  strongly 
upon  the  matter,  and  moved  a  resolution  that  the 
matter  mentioned  in  the  report  be  struck  oat,  but 
little  or  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  resolution,  and  bo 
the  breach  still  remains  as  wide  as  ever.     I,  together 
with  many  more,  would  like  to  see  some  settlement  to  the 
question  we  are  so  interested  in,  and  that  the  coarse  fish 
should  come  under  the  same  restrictions  as  the  salmon 
and  trout.    Until  this  is  done  the  same  unpleasant 
feeling  will  go  on  for  ever.     Messrs.   Wingfield  and 
Coles  have  again  been  elected  by  the  Worcestershire 
County    Council    on    the    Severn    Fishery  Board. 
The  newly  formed  Cradley  Association  have  been  visited 
by  a  representative  of  the  P. A.  A.,  and  found  in  every  way 
properly  constituted.    A  list  of  stations  that  they  require 
the  privilege  to  travel  to  on  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  will  in  due  course  be  forwarded  to  the  company. 
We  have  two  more  new  clubs  being  formed  in  the 
Birmingham  district,  one  at  Erdington,  and  the  other  at 
the  Salmon  Inn,  Severn-street.    The  latter  is  a  good  name 
and  place  for  a  fishing  club.    Several  of  our  clubs  are 
arranging  concerts  in  aid  of  their  prize  funds.    The  Vine 
Unity  hold  theirs  on  March  21  and  28  next,  at  their  club- 
house.   The  Queen's  Head  Club  hold  theirs  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  on  Feb.  14  ;  W.  Butler,  Esq.,  will  take 
the  chair.    The  St.  Paul's  Club  will  hold  a  open  concert, 
on  Feb.  21,  at  the  Chapel  Hotel,  Great  Charles-street.  A 
committee  meeting  of  the  P.  A.  A.  will  be  held  on  Satur- 
day, Feb.  4,  at  the  Drawbridge  Hotel,  Bristol.  Chair 
taken  at  six  o'clock. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Remarkably  good  sport  continues  to  be  obtained  in  the 
Fen  district.  The  waters  have  now  got  into  capital  con- 
dition for  trolling,  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  rods  out 
this  week  have  been  in  quest  of  pike.  Those  who  have 
patronised  the  Witham  have  done  very  well  on  the  various 
lengths  between  Lincoln  and  Boston.  Near  Dogdyke,  on 
Tuesday,  one  angler  captured  three  brace,  weighing  27ilb., 
and  another,  in  the  same  district,  landed  two  and  a  half 
brace  weighing  191b.  The  heaviest  fish  coming  under 
notice  was  captured  near  Kirstead,  and  scaled  just  over 
91b.  Trolling  tackle  has  also  been  successfully  employed 
on  the  Forty-foot,  where  fish  weighing  UJlb.,  ojlb.,  two  of 
4Jlb.,  and  4lb.  have  been  captured  this  week.  The  mild 
weather  has  again  favoured  roach  fishing,  and  those 
disporting  themselves  on  the  minor  drains  in  the  Boston 
district  and  on  the  Glen  at  Surfleet  have  met  with  a  good 
measure  of  success. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  HuU  and  its  tributary  streams  are  in  much 
better  condition  for  angling  this  week,  especially  in  the  top 
stretches.  Pike  fishing  has  been  pursued  at  the  beck-ends 
with  a  fair  amount  of  success,  but  the  fish  taken  have  only 
run  small.  This  class  of  angling  still  continues  good  on 
the  Market  Weightcn  Canal  and  the  delphs  and  ponds  in 
the  immediate  vicinty  of  Staddlethorpe  Bridge  and  New- 
port ;  and  as  the  river  Ludd  is  reported  in  fair  condition, 
the  stretches  between  Firebeacon  and  Thoresby  Bridge 
should  be  worthy  of  a  visit.  The  ponds  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  bridge,  and  at  Tetney,  are  also  well  stocked  with  pike 
and  perch.  A  few  roach  have  been  taken  daring  the  week 
above  Hempholm  Lock,  in  the  Hull ;  but  at  the  time 
of  wiiting  (Wednesday)  we  are  having  a  fall  of  snow, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  put  a  stop  to  roach  fishing  for  a  time. 
The  lower  waters  are  still  of  a  bad  colour,  and 
running  in  volume.  Flounders  and  eels  of  good  size 
continue  to  be  taken  with  worms  and  shrimps  in  the 
Wawne  and  Cicey  district,  and  odd  pike  have  been  taken 
in  this  district,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  taking  four  fish  on 
Monday.  The  Wednesday  Angling  Society  held  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  Marrow  Bone  and  Cleaver,  in  Fetter- 
lane,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Jan.  25 ;  Mr.  Councillor 
Cooper  occupying  the  chair,  and  being  supported  by 
Councillor  Parrott  and  the  president  and  officers  of  the 
society.  The  secretary's  report  showed  the  society  to  be  in 
a  first  class  position,  both  financially  and  otherwise.  Mr. 
R.  H.  Barlow  is  the  winner  of  the  gold  medal  for  most 
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points  during  the  past  season.  On  Monday  evening  next 
the  members  of  the  Derringham  Angling  Society  dine 
together  at  the  Botanic  Hotel.  Mr.  George  Cheesemanis 
the  winner  of  this  club's  gold  medal  for  the  past  season. 
On  Jan.  25,  before  the  members  of  the  Hull  Scientific  and 
Field  Naturaliats'  Society,  Mr,  H.  M.  Poster  ("The 
Angler-Natuialist ")  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  "  Struc- 
ture of  Fishes,"  which  was  much  appreciated.  At 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Old  Sculcoates  A.S., 
Mr.  J.  Arnold  was  elected  president ;  Mr.  J.  Calvert, 
treasurer;  and  Mr.  C.  Brown,  hon.  secretary.  The 
Victoria  Angling  Society  decided  at  their  last  meeting  to 
hold  their  annual  open  match  at  Dunswell,  on  the  river 
Hull,  on  Saturday,  April  29th ;  Mr.  Alfred  Wrightson 
has  been  re-elected  to  the  presidential  chair  for  this  season, 
to  be  supported  in  the  vice  by  Mr.  B.  Hill ;  Mr.  C.  Wurr, 
treasurer ;  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Dahle,  hon.  secretary.  On 
Feb.  9th  the  Alexandra  A. A.  will  hold  their  annual  soiree 
and  ball ;  and  at  the  Central  Hall,  on  Monday  evening 
next,  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation  Society  will  hold 
a  like  entertainment.  On  Jan.  23rd  the  North  Myton 
A.S.  held  their  second  annual  ball,  when  over  200  anglers 
and  their  friends  took  part  in  the  proceedings,  which  were 
most  enthusiastic  throughout,  and  will,  no  doubt,  greatly 
augment  the  funds  of  the  society.  The  Waltonian 
Angling  Society  held  their  annual  meeting  at  their  new 
headquarters,  the  Station  Hotel,  Stepney,  when  the 
officers  were  elected,  and  other  matters  arranged  for  the 
season.  From  statistics  just  published  for  1898,  the  fish- 
ing industry  has  increased  enormously  in  Hull  during  tha 
past  ten  years.    For  instance,  in  1888  the  quantity  of  fish 


landed  at  Hull  Billingsgate  was  403,693owt.,  value 
£304  892,  whereas  in  1898  the  gross  weight  was 
l,097,001cwt.,  value  £875,151.  This  does  not  include 
salmon,  herrings,  and  other  foreign  produce,  of  which  large 
quantities  are  landed. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

_  The  travelling  cards  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion for  1899  will  shortly  be  ready  for  clrculatio  n,  being 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  railway  companies  for  authorisa- 
tion. It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  cards  contain  some 
300  additional  privileges,  which  the  hard  working  executive 
have  recently  obtained  for  the  benefit  of  the  association. 
Mr.  Pendrigh's  promised  lecture,  descriptive  of  his  last 
season's  "  Fishing  Trip  to  the  Donegal  Highlands,"  is  to 
be  given  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Levenshulme  Angling 
Society  on  Feb.  20.  The  subject  bespeaks  itself  interest- 
ing, and  the  lecturer  may  be  expected  to  deal  with  it  in 
his  usual  cipable  manner.  The  travelling  cards  for 
1899  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Aseociation  are 
now  ready,  and  contain  some  very  valuable  additional 
privileges.  They  are  to  be  obtained  from  the  treasurer, 
Mr.  Peacock,  or  from  the  financial  secretiry,  Mr,  S.  J. 
Higginson,  5,  Northumberland-street,  Hulme,  to  whom 
application  should  be  made  as  early  as  possible.  The 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  match,  which  is  to  take  place  at 
Wyresdale  next  month,  is  exciting  a  great  deal  of  interest, 
and  already  the  applications  for  places  on  the  teams  far 
exceed  the  number  required.  Those  responsible  for  the 
final  selection  have  an  arduous  task  before  them,  and  in 
the  end  someone  is  sure  to  be  disappointed. 


FROM  MANCHESTER.  I 

Many  of  our  clubs  are  still  busy  rpplenishing  thdsl 
private  waters  with  mature  coarse  fish,  calculated  to  affoiwl 
good  sport  after  the  termination  of  the  ensuing  clean  I 
season.    The   Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society  hanl 
recently  been  paying  great  attention  to  this  department  oil 
club  work,  and  received  a  few  days  ago  a  consignment  (ujl 
600  very  fine  fish,  some  of  which  were  perch  of  21b.  ai^ 
upwards  each.    Owing  to  exceptional  care  exercised  m 
transit,  these  have  been   saccesefully  turned  into  tht 
society's  private  waters  without  loss,  and  to  the  general 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.    The  Good  Intent  AngliM' 
Society  are  rapidly  coming  to  the  front.    The  roll-ciul ' 
already  registers  twenty-four  members,  and  more  will 
shortly  be  added.  A  contest  has  been  arranged  to  take  place 
early  in  March,  as  a  pleasant  means  of  closing  the  present 
coarse  fishing  season.    A  fairly  extensive  programme  is 
being  arranged  for  the  coming  season,  and  with  the  idea 
of  gaining  reduced  anglers'  fares  to  popular  resorts,  as 
well  as  other  privileges,  the  society  have  recently  affiliated 
themselves  to  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association. 
The  Kingfisher  Angling  Society  are  noted  for  nsnal 
monthly  business  meeting  at  headquarters,  the  Crescent, 
Salford,  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  7th  inst.    The  South- 
West   Manchester  Angling  Society  are  sanguine  as  to 
result  of  existing  negotiations  for  valuable  private  waters 
within  easy  reach  of  the  city.    A  meeting  was  recently 
held  (the  first  of  1899)  to  discuss  this  as  well  as  other 
important  items,  and  every  hope  is  cherished  that  their 
efforts  will  meet  with  ultimate  success.    The  meeting  was 
well  attended,  and  an  extensive  agenda  disposed  of. 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GLENIiYON,  PEBTHSHIBE. 

Bi  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  loch  Tay. 

This  new  First-class  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  flshing  on  the  Biver 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  1-5.  Trout  fishing /ree.  Posting. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office  two  minutes'  walli. 

PAUL  MAOPHAIL,  Proprietor. 

SALMON  FISHING 


For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel. 
FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-decorated  and  most  Comfortablv  Re-furnished 
througJtout.    Electric  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beantifuUy  sittiated, 
overlooking  Loch  Nesa.  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Eiver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate.  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor 


ROSSES  WHITE  AND  BROWN  TROUT 
FISHERY. 

Crolly  and  Loughanure  Salmon  Fishery 

HAVING  obtained  a  lease  of  above  excellent 
SALMON  FISHERY,  and  the  sole  rights 
of  fishing,  anglers  can  now  fish  the  Crolly  and 
Longhanare.  Splendid  salmon  and  sea  trout 
fishing  can  be  had  on  the  Crolly  and  Owenatorr 
rivers  as  well  as  on  Loughanure  lake,  three  miles 
in  length,  and  three  miles  from  Dungloe.  There 
are  over  100  lakes  in  the  Bosses  Fishery  alone,  with 
about  twenty  boats  and  first  class  gillies.  Sea 
trout  run  to  61b.  and  brown  trout  to  41b.  Large 
numbers  of  Loch  Leven  and  Eainbow  trout  turned 
out  of  hatchery  every  season.  Dungloe,  in  the 
Highlands  ;of  Donegal,  is  centre  of  fishery,  ten 
miles  from.  Fintowu  railway  station  (Donegal 
Bailway  Company).  Best  fishing  lakes  within 
easy  reach  of  the  three  hotels  in  Dungloe,  where 
escellent  aceommodatio  i  can  be  had.  Travellers 
can  leave  London  at  8  30  p.m.  and  reach  Dungloe 
at  three  o'clock  next  day.  Mail  and  day  car  to 
and  from  Fintown  staHon.  Good  sea  fishing, 
rock  pigeon  and  seal  shooting.  Telegraph  office, 
bank,  post  office,  <fec.  Fishing  terms;  Rosses 
Fishery,  April  1  to  June  30,  2b.  6d.  daily ;  12s.  6d. 
weekly;  .'iOs.  monthly.  July  1  to  Oct.  .31,  Ss.  6d 
daily;  16s.  weekly;  40b.  monthly.  Crolly  and 
Loughanure,  March  1  to  Oct.  31,5s.  daily;  20s. 
weekly  ;  SOs.  monthly;  and  63.  per  day  man  and 
boat,  which  holds  two  anglers.  All  information 
can  be  had  from 

8.  HANLOir.  C.P.8., 
Manager  and  Salmon  Licence  Distributor. 


HANLON'S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

DDNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

S.  HANLON, 

Manager  of  RosseB  Fishery. 


ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGART  (Co.  DONEGAL). 

THIS  Hotel,  built  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim,  is  situated  on  the  EossguU  Peninsula, 
midway  between  Sheephaven  and  Mulroy  Bay.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  the  above  Hotel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing,  and 
;)ublic  rooms.  Salmon  fishing  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagh  Rivers,  is 
Tree  to  Hotel  visitors  from  Feb.  l.'i  to  end  of  July.  Salmon  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel.  Free 
access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate  for  white  and  brown  trout  ^shing.  No 
charge  for  boats.  Excellent  sea  bathing.  Golf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circuit  of  3J  miles,  encircle 
the  Hotel.   For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager. 


'  Among  the  beet  and  oheacest  Hotels  Bpeolal  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Obarles  Dlcken*. 

THE     ARUN^DESILi  HOTEL, 

OLOBB  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTBIOT  BAILWAY,  THE  I.A'W  OOUBTS 
THEATBE8,  STBAND,  THE  BITEB,  tas. 


(HEAD  QVAR1ER8  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 

TIGTORIi  EIBAHKIEHT,  STRilD,  LOIDOI. 

One  of  the  finest  Dositions  in  the  Metropolis. 
BKD.    BRBAKFAST.    AND    ATTBNDANOB    FROM  6b 


KIIiliAIiOB,  IBKIiAND. 
%/rOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon. 

iJA  Grilse,  and  Trout  FUhine  In  free  and  preserveo 
aters,  river,  and  lake,  at  thlB  station:  also  as  to 
coommodatlon  and  board  In  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  8.  J.  Hdrley,  EilLaloe, 
Co.  Clare,  Irelwid.  N.B.— The  Green  Dr»ke  eeaeon  on 
take  commences  about  last  week  In  May.  when  the  big 
'jront  are  about  In  thoueandB. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  OBOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.  W.  Main  Line). 

B EIGHT  bracing  climate;  no  east  wind. 
Trout  fishing:  rivers  and  lakes  open  Feb.  1. 
Snipe,  Duck,  Wildfowl,  and  Babbit  Shooting 
till  March  1st,  excellent  sport  in  dry  and  frosty 
weather  Capital  Golf  Links  surround  hotel, 
and  adjoin  sea  coast.  Furnished  apartments  in 
Private  House  for  a  large  family.  Moderate 
inclusive  terms.    Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTEELL. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

TWENTY  MILES  of  FEEE  FISHING  on  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
to  hotel  guests  only.  Elvers  recently  re-stocked. 
Moderate  inclusive  tarifi. 

E.  POETMAN  MABSHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX| 

Local  Headquarters  of  Britisli  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  tmder  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  accommo- 
dation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen  visiting 
Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Commercial  purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD 

(Agent  B.S.A.8.),  Proprietor. 
Boats  and  men  engaged  on  receipt  of  wire  or  letter. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL. 

Near  Kingshridge,  8.  Devon. 
r;j.OLF,  GAME  and  BABBIT  SHOOT- 
^  ING,  SEA  FISHING.  Fishing  for 
Pike,  Perch,  Boach,  and  Eudd.  BLUiards 
and  Tennis.  Dark  Boom  for  Photography. 
Five  Coaches  leave  the  Hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKEEY,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Splendid  trout  fishing  in  the  lake  and  rivers;  fish  average 
fib.,  and  give  grand  sport.  Easy  of  access.  Every  comfort 
and  luxury  provided  in  the  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady 
boatmen.  Splendid  cycle  track  (twelve  miles).  Bracing 
climate,  and  magnificent  scenery.  Season  begins  on 
March  1.  First-class  Grouse  Moors  and  Rough  Shootings 
to  Let.    Railway  station,  Llanfyllin. 


GOOD  FREE 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address :  "  LAKE  YYRNWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY." 


PIKE  and  GENERAL  FISHING 

EVEEY  ACCOMMODATION.  HOME  COM- 
FOETS.  Baits  and  all  requirements.  Punts  free 
to  visitors.  Moderate  charges.  Wire  or  write : 


FERRYBOAT  INN, 

HOLYWELL  FEEEY,  HUNTS. 


30  Miles  Preserved  TROUT  FISHING 

Free  to  the  guests  of  the  HOTEL  DES 
ARDENNES,  Diekiroh  (Luxembourg). 
Opening  day  April  1. 

For  all  particulars  about  hotel  and  fish- 
ing write  for  the  illustrated  prospectus, 
sent  post  free.  Inclusive  pension  term'^^ 
4s.  2d.  a  day.       Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 
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reveals  the  fact  that  they  have  a  nice  little  nest  egg  to 
oommenoe  the  present  season  with,  although  the  expensps 
of  the  past  year  were  ui  nmilly  heavy.  A  capital  upread 
was  put  on  the  table  by  Host  Attwood,  which  was  heartily 
enjoyed  ;  the  usual  toasts  were  duly  honoured,  and  a 
capital  variety  of  songs  and  recitations  were  given  in 
excellent  style  during  the  evening  and  the  end  came  all 
too  soon,  and  the  company  dispersed  after  lustily  singing 
the  National  Anthem. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Attention  of  anglers  just  at  present  is  directed  to  the 
various  club  and  association  meetings  which  usually  tike 
place  about  this  time  of  the  year.  At  the  Middledale 
Club  meeting,  on  the  25th  ult.,  an  increased  membership 
was  reported.  There  had  been  moderate  sport  during  the 
past  year,  and  several  good  baskets  of  trout  were  taken. 
The  question  of  stocking  the  river  with  young  trout  was 
discussed,  the  chairman  (Mr.  Passavant)  remarking  that 
until  they,  as  a  club,  tried  to  improve  their  river,  they 
could  not  expect  help  from  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board. 
On  the  28th  ult.  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Esk  Fishery 
Association  was  held  at  Whitby.  Mr.  Rastell,  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  C.  Marks,  moved  that  no  wading,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  crossing  the  river  only,  be  allowed  on  the  Egton 
Quarry  Pool  before  Aug.  31.  The  motion  was  lost.  It 
was  resolved  to  raise  the  annual  subscription  from  £2  28. 
to  £3  33.,  and  the  entrance  fee  from  £2  2s.  to  £3  3s.  The 
rivers  have  run  down  considerably  during  the  past  week, 
and  angling  prospects  in  consequence  have  much  improved. 
The  few  frosty  and  sunny  days  experienced  towards  the 
end  of  la^t  week  were  delightful,  and  the  conditions  have 
been  well  suited  for  pike  and  grayling  fishing,  chub,  roach, 
and  dace  also  affording  nice  sport.  Anglers  may  well 
hope  that  they  have  seen  the  last  of  the  heavy  rains  and 
floods  which  have  prevailed  more  or  less  for  three  months. 
Notwithstanding  such  conditions  the  prospects  of  trout 
fishing  are  encouraging.  Not  only  are  nearly  all  the  club 
waters  Woll  stocked,  but  the  fish  are  in  excellent  condition. 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MELVIN,  &c, 

Dbar  Sir, — By  the  time  this  note  appears  in  print 
Lough  Mulvin  and  Bundrowes  river  will  be  once  again 
released  from  their  legal  fetters.  Tw.  n'.y-tive  years  ago 
the  above  lake  and  river  were  famous  for  salmon  fil  ling — 
perhaps  second  to  none  in  Irelarjd — but  for  the  pujt  few 
years,  owing  to  disintf  restedness  and  bad  ma'iageuient  on 
the  part  of  parties  rt  sponsible,  ita  name,  once  famous  for 
salmon  fishing,  has  conje  down  almost  to  half  mast. 

That  very  prolific  and  remunerative  box  and  net  fishery, 
rented  and  worked  by  Carty  and  Cleary  for  past  twenty 
years,  is  now  purchased  and  owned  t  y  Mr.  Singleton,  an 
enterprising  London  gentleman.  He  intends  to  work  it 
now  in  the  interest  of  sport ;  fishing  neither  nets  or  boxes ; 
letting  all  fish  up  to  the  river  and  lake. 

He  proposes  to  issue  daily  and  weekly  tickets  of  leave  to 
fish  the  river  at  a  very  moderate  tariff  considering  the 
sport  likely  to  be  had.  He  is  also  expending  perhaps 
£1000  on  the  preservation  of  lake  and  river,  where  here- 
tofore £30  was  not  expended.  So,  from  an  angler's  point 
of  view,  forecasts  for  lake  and  river  looks  very  promising. 
Good  fishing  can  be  had  on  the  river  any  time  after  Feb.  1. 
Fishing  on  the  lake  will  probably  be  in  full  swing  after 
March  1. — Yours  truly,  P.  GALLiOHEE. 

Rossfriar,  Kinlough,  co.  Leitrim, 
Jan.  27,  1899. 


TROUT  EISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir. — I  want  to  have  some  good  trout  fishing  at 
Easter,  and  I  am  no^  at  all  particular  what  distance  within 
the  British  Isles  I  go  for  it.  Where  would  you  advise  for 
really  good  sport  for  about  a  week  ? — Yours,  &c., 

Rugby.    Trodt. 

SALMON  PISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  kindly  recom- 
mend me  where  to  go  the  end  of  the  second  week  in  April 
for  three  weeks'  really  good  salmon  or  sea  trout  fishing  ? 
A  reasonable  sum  would  be  paid. — Yours  faithfully, 

Salmo  Salae. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  weather  has  been  more  favourable,  and  the  Trent 
las  fined  down  considerably.  Pike  fishing  has  engaged 
narked  attention  at  Kelham  and  Averl<am,  above  the 
ailway  bridge,  and  amongst  others  taking  fish  mention 
nay  be  made  of  the  names  of  Messrs.  Herbert  Baker,  T. 
ilssei,  W.  T.  Hod(?son,  H.  Ridgard,  F.  J.  Lindley,  H. 
Joion,  W.  Fonlds,  R.  Fryer,  G.  Clarke,  and  W.  Rayson. 
)n  private  waters  Mr.  Jas.  Lee,  of  Beeston,  has  kUled  a 
no  of  close  on  201b.  At  Shardlow,  Messrs.  E.  Saywell 
ind  J.  Greaves  have  done  well.  Pikeing  here  closed  for 
he  season  on  Tuesday  night,  and  the  campaign  was  under- 
,tood  to  be  at  an  end  as  regards  the  Eelham  stretch.  On 
his  great  quantities  of  pike  have  been  secured  since  last 
September.  At  Staythorpe,  on  Thursday,  Mr.  R. 
jrrainger  creeled  a  handsome  lot  of  roach  with  the  cock- 
ipur  worm  ;  and  since  my  last  numerous  remarkably  fine 
■oach  have  fallen  to  the  rods  of  subscribers  to  the  Wilford 
md  Clifton  fisheries.  Sport  amongst  roach  has  also 
mproved  at  Beeston  and  Trent  Lock. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  much  more 
avourable  for  fishing,  and  with  the  frosty  weather  con- 
inning,  better  sport  was  obtained.  Sheffield  anglers  went 
)ut  in  larger  numbers,  and,  generally  speaking,  secured 
^r  sport.  Satisfactory  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the 
Hathersage  and  Chats  worth  club  waters,  several  brace  of 
leavy  fish  having  been  taken,  and  these  waters  are  looked 
ipon  as  being  amongst  the  most  fruitful  in  Derbyshire,  as 
x>mplaint8  are  being  made  that  fish  are  getting  scarcer 
)very  year  both  in  the  Derwent  and  the  Wye.  One  or  two 
Jheffield  anglers  did  fairly  well  during  the  middle  portion 
)f  last  week  in  the  private  waters  near  Matlock  Bridge,  a 
ew  nice  heavy  grayling  being  taken  by  means  of  brandling 
worms.  Bottom  anglers  who  have  visited  the  neighbourhood 
)f  Ambergate,  Holmetford,  and  Wbatstandwell,  have  had 
aioderately  good  sport  amongst  roach,  worms  being  the 
most  successful  bait,  whilst  grayling  have  also  been  fairly 
well  on  the  feed.  The  Trent  is  just  now  in  first-rate 
5rder  for  fishing,  the  river  having  run  down  considerably, 
ind  fishermen  have  taken  full  advantage  of  their  oppor- 
:nnitie8.  At  Baeston  roach  have  been  well  on  the  feed, 
ind  several  fishermen  have  accounted  for  heavy  takes,  ia 
iddiiien  to  a  goodly  number  of  perch.  At  Laneham 
Ferry  several  nice  roach  have  been  secured.  In  the 
Bo8'x)n  district  roach  have  provided  the  staple  amount  of 
iport,  and  in  the  Mount  Pleasint  drain  any  number  of 
:heee  fish  have  been  taken,  with  worms  as  bait,  whilst  at 
3axilby  some  decent  sized  roach  have  also  been  killed 
4.  little  pike  fishing  has  been  carried  on  at  Brayford 
pool  near  Lincoln,  but  very  little  sport  has  been  found  in 
;he  Lower  Witham,  although  the  Sincil  Dyke  has  been 
risited  with  a  fair  amount  of  success.  The  river  Bain  has 
rumiahed  some  first-class  reaching,  ii  aggots  and  the  tail 
inds  of  dew  worms  havinij  been  used  with  the  best  results. 
The  officials  of  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Association 
still  continue  their  endeavours  to  improve  the  condition  of 
:he  waters  they  rent,  and  a  week  ago  400  healthy  two- 
year-old  brown  trout,  from  Milton  Fishery,  Burton-on- 
Irent.  were  turned  into  the  Amber  at  Wingfield.  The  fish 
were  in  excellent  condition,  averaging  from  Sin.  to  12in.  in 
length. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  flood  has  passed  away,  and  the  rivers  nearly  down 
to  their  winter  level  again.  The  weather  being  so  mild, 
a  nnmber  of  anglers  have  been  out  since  Saturday  trying 
their  lock  in  both  Avon  and  Severn.  Some  good  sport  has 
been  had  among  the  pike,  and  some  good  fish  up  to 
14^16.  were  taken  ;  and  some  excellent  dace  and  reach 
have  been  had,  maggot,  worm,  and  paste  being  ueed 
as  baits.  Chub  not  on  the  feed  yet.  Salmon  fishing 
commences  on  the  2Dd  inst.,  that  is,  legally  ;  but 
some  of  the  fishermen,  knowing  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  has  no  bailiff  within  miles  of  Worcester  to 
look  after  the  fishing,  have  been  busy  with  their 
nets  for  some  days,  or  rather  nights,  on  several  of  the 
draughts,  and  no  doubt  has  some  fish  ready  for  the 
market  to-morrow  morning ;  but  it  is  a  practice  that 
should  be  stopped.  Some  members  of  the  District 
Angling  Association  watched  these  fellows  at  work  two 
nights,  and  know  who  they  are,  but  on  account  of  the 
pronounced  antagonism  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  to  the 
anglers'  interests  they  refuse  to  take  any  action  towards 
bringing  these  fellows  to  jastice.  This  I  much  regret. 
The  Malvern  Club  have  had  their  annual  meeting. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members.  The 
hon.  secretary  (Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs)  gave  in  his 
report  of  the'  past  season,  and  the  balance-sheet,  which 
shows  this  popular  club  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition, 
and  likely  to  have  another  year  of  prosperity;  the  officers 
were  .elected  and  the  Wjmmittte  appointed,  and  everything 
looka  promising  for  the  coming  season.  The  "  Good 
Intent"  (Worcester)  had  their  annoal  meeting  at  their  new 
headqnartflrs,  the  "  Gloucester  Arms,"  Copenhagen-street, 
on  Friday  evening.  There  was  a  good  few  members 
present ;  Mr.  Reynold  occupying  the  chair  in  the 
abaenoe  of  Mr.  Jackson,  who  was  unable  to  be 
present  until  late  in  the  evening.  This  club  is  in  a  good 
poeition  financi-iUy,  and  likely  to  make  headway  in  their 
new  quarters.  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  secretary  Worcester  and 
District  Association,  was  present,  and  gave  an  account  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  on  the  day 
previcui,  and  stated  that  the  unhappy  estrangement 
between  that  board  and  the  anglers  was  by  the  board 
increased  and  not  healed,  which  was  regretted  by  all.  He 
also  gave  information  re^^pecting  additions  made  to  associa- 
tion rules,  the  issue  of  travelling  cards,  and  other  matters. 
A  collection  was  made  t<-)ward8  the  "  Coles'  Testimonial." 
Tbe  Crown  Inn  Club  had  their  annual  dinner  on  Monday, 
evening  last,  the  room  was  full ;  the  president,  Stephen 
Smith,  E«q.,  in  the  chair.  The  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Attwood, 
had  .ererTthing  in  excellent  form  and  the  balance-sheet 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


RE  FLIGHT'S  FANCY. 

Dear  Sir, — We  thought  this  matter  had  been  "  threshed 
to  death,"  since  some  weeks  have  elapsed  since  our  last 
had  appeared,  and  no  response  had  been  made.  It 
appears,  however,  there  is  one  writer  so,  "  hard  up  "  for  a 
subject  that  he  takes  pen  in  hand  to  produce  and  send  a 
belated  contribution — wuich  adds  nothing  whatever  to 
what  has  already  been  said  anent  this  matter — to  your 
last  issue.  He  trots  out  the  same  three  books,  and  gives 
the  same  quotations  as  we  have  had  before,  and — nothing 
more  !  But  stay  !  There  is  one  little  item  of  intelligence 
for  which  we  stand  indebted  to  him,  viz.,  that  the  fly  is 
not  claimed  by  the  present  representative  of  the  family  of 
the  name  of  Plight.  Well,  now,  when  one  makes  a  protest 
against  any  unwarrantable  claim  or  other,  the  most  that 
one  expects  to  get  in  response  is  a  repudiation,  and  we, 
having  got.  that,  are  now  content,  since  that  is  all  we  wrote 
for,  and  .indeed,  more  than  we  expected  to  get,  and  we  tender 
our  apologies  to  the  present  honourable  head  of  the  house 
of  Flight,  though  there  was  need— but  through  no  cause 
of  his — for  our  protest. 

The  next  edition  of  the  "  Scientific  Angler."  is  already 
printed,  therefore  it  is  too  late  to  eliminate  our  protest 
from  the  eighth  edition  of  this  standard  work  ;  but  after 
the  avowal  we  have  bad  from  M.r.  Flight,  we  promise  to 
do  this  from  subsequent  editions. — Yours  obediently, 

W.  H.  Foster. 

P.S. — If  Mr.  Skues  will  take  a  cue  from  um,  he  will  not 
waste  powers  of  such  strength  of  originality  as  are  his 
upon  such  a  hair-splitting  "  Tweedledum  and  Tweedledee  " 
matter  as  is  this.  He  talks  of  "  breaking  a  fly  upon  a 
wheel  "  (!)  Where's  tb«  use  of  throwing  "pearls  to  the 
pigs"?  He's  had  his  smack  at  the  fly  (or  was  it  a 
wasp  ?),  but  I  think  he'll  admit  that  he  hasn't  squashed 

it.   

GRAYLING  EAT  TROUT  EGGS. 

Dear  Sib, — Please  accept  the  inclosed  dish  of  grayling, 
part  of  a  basket  caught  in  the  Yore  this  afternoon. 
Kindly,  before  giving  them  to  the  cook,  dissect  their 
stomachs,  when  I  think  you  will  find  them  full  of  trout 
ova  and  dew  worms,  the  trout  spawn,  however,  pre- 
dominating. This  has  been  my  experience  with  a  large 
number  of  grayling  caught  during  the  past  week.  It  is 
therefore  clear  you  cannot  have  a  good  trout  and  grayling 
river  combined,  and  if  any  of  our  friends  wish  for  a  good 
trout  river  they  must  discard  grayling.  Of  course,  the 
ova  of  the  grayling  is  well  developed,  but  they  will  not 
spawn  here  until  April  or  the  beginning  of  May.  They 
are  in  capital  condition  for  the  table,  and  vrill  continue  so 
for  some  time  to  come. — Yours  truly,     J.  E.  Miller. 

P.S. — Our  people  cook  them  with  their  jickets  on. 
Srfrve  hot.    You  will  find  them  fine. 

[We  are  much  oblii^ed  to  Mr.  Miller.  We  examined 
the  contents  of  some  of  the  stomachs  of  the  grayling,  and 
fiinnd  many  trout  eggs,  many  larvie  of  different  kinds, 
and  many  worms,  also  a  few  spiders  and  odds  and  ends. 
It  was  astonishing  to  see  so  much  food  in  small  grayling 
of  8in.  or  9in.  at  this  time  of  year.  We  never  had  much 
doubt  about  grayling  eating  trout  eggs,  bat  after  this 
display  the  question  is  settled.  Doubtless  the  trout  take 
their  revenge  in  April,  when  the  grayling  spawn.  The 
grayling  eggs  were  weil  devel  'p^d,  and  slightly  larger  in 
diameter  than  the  O  in  VICTORIA  on  a  penny.  Many  of 
the  trout  eggs  were  alive  and  perfectly  healthy,  so  they 
could  not  have  been  swallowed  long  before  the  fish  were 
caught.— Ed,] 


JOHN  KIRBY. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  Sporting  Magazine  of  his 
day  credits  John  Kirby  with  being  a  celebrated  angler 
and  keeper  of  Newgate  Gaol.  No  mention  of  hooks.  His 
patrons,  no  doubt,  wished  they  could  "  sling  their  hooks." 
— Faithfully  yours,  John  Hobson, 

Leamington. 

A  PRIZE  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — A  prize  was  offered  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Kingswood  Blackhorse  Angling  Society  for  the  largest 
scale  fish  caught  before  Dec.  31,  1898,  by  any  member.  A 
bream  weighing  31b.  CJoz.  was  weighed  in  by  one  member, 
and  a  pike  weighing  41b.  13oz.  by  another.  Which  do  you 
think  is  entitled  to  the  prize  ?  Your  answer  in  next 
Saturday's  i>isue  will  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Kingswood,  W.  Orchard  (Hon.  Sec). 

[Unless  the  pike  was  a  freak  of  nature  and  had  no  scales 
why  not  give  him  the  prize  r'  We  never  saw  a  pike  with- 
out scales.  Some  people  think  eels  have  not  got  scales,  but 
they  have.  If  Mr.  Orchard  means  \yhioh  fish  ia  the  best 
specimen  fish,  of  course  the  bream  is. — Ed.  J 


THE  PLY  DRESSER'S  LIBRARY. 
Sir, — Through  the  courtesy  of  a  correspondent  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  reading  the  1860  edition  of  John 
Younger's  book,  "  River  Angling  for  Salmon  and  Trout." 
This  edition  was  intended  to  be  a  recast  of  the  1840 
edition,  and  the  author  had  got  as  far  in  rewriting  the 
book  as  p.  75  when  his  death  intervened.  This  was  a 
calamity,  aS  pp.  76  and  77  contains  the  author's  method, 
not  very  perfectly  stated,  of  dressing  trout  flies.  It  ia 
notieeable  that  he  used  upright  split  wings,  and  even  had 
the  idea  of  pairing  the  wings  from  corresponding  feathers 
of  the  two  wioga  of  the  same  bird  ;  but  this  he  calls  an 
"  extreme  nicety."  Hackles,  apparently,  he  did  not  think 
necessary,  though  the  hooks  he  used — 6  and  7  Adlington, 
round  bend — are  large  enough  to  justify  the  use  of  hackles. 
It  would  have  been  an  advantage  if  he  had  restated  his 
method  with  the  added  knowlt  dge  and  experience  of  the 
years  which  had  elapsed  since  the  previous  edition.  His 
list  of  trout  flies  is  a  very  short  one,  comprising  five 
winged  flies,  and  a  hackled  pattern  of  one  of  them.  There 
was  a  further  edition  in  1864.  Val  Conson. 


FLY-TYING  SILKS. 

Dear  Sir. — In  last  week's  publication  of  the  Fisliing 
Gazette,  where  "  Val  Conson  "  has  under  review  the  past 
works  on  angling,  he  alludes  to  a  very  valuable  book, 
published  by  the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Aldam  in  1876.  It  was 
a  very  large  and  elaborate  work,  the  price  being  four 
guineas.  One  feature  of  the  book  was  the  standard 
makes  of  the  best  known  killing  flies — these  flies  lying  in 
small  sunken  recfsses  in  cardboard. 

■'Val  Conson"  deplores  the  fact  that  Pearsalls  and 
others  do  not  produce  to-day  these  beautiful  imititions  of 
colours.  We,  nowever,  beg  to  mention  that  Mr.  Aldam 
was  a  life-long  friend  of  our  late  Mr.  Geo.  Davenport, 
who  supplied  Mr.  Aldam  with  all  tbe  silk  he  required 
for  dressing  flies,  Mr.  Davenp  )rt  hicnself  being  an  expert 
angler  and  fly  dresser  for  upwards  of  hdlf  a  century. 
These  excellent  silks  we  are  supplying  to-day,  and  whether 
for  finen-ss,  strengih,  or  colour  cannot  be  excelled. — 
Yours  truly,  George  Davenport  and  Co. 

Hope  Silk  Mills,  Leek. 

[We  reprint  here  i  otioes  of  these  sUks,  which  the  Field 
and  the  Fishing  Gazette  give  fifteen  years  ago. — Ed.I 

Mr.  Wm.  Senior  ("Red  Spinner"),  piscatorial  editor 
of  the  Field,  says  :  I  was  so  struck  with  the  excellence 
of  your  fly-tying  silks  that  I  took  the  samples  you  gave 
me  down  to  the  club,  and  there  happened  to  be  preeent 
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three  of  the  best  amateur  fly  dressers  in  the  country. 
They  pulled  it  ofE  the  reels,  handled  it,  examintd  it 
closely,  and  were  loud  in  their  admiration  of  its  strength 
and  fineness.  The  lasting  quality  of  the  colouis  was 
testified  to  years  ago  by  the  veteran  Aldam.  The  silks 
are  really  of  the  very  highest  quality." 

Vide  Fishing  Gazette,  Oct.  25,  1884:  "Mr.  W.  H. 
Aldiin,  of  Chilcomb,  Winchester,  has  a  quantity  of  these 
silks,  in  all  colours,  the  best  that  ever  were  made,  specially 
manufactured  to  his  own  instructions  by  a  personal  friend 
at  Leek,  viz.,  Mr.  Geo.  Davenport;  and  the  silks  cannot 
be  procured  from  any  other  manufacturer,  so  strong,  yet 
so  fine,  and  with  fixed  lasting  colour." 


BIEDS  OF  PREY  AT  BATTERSBA  PARK. 

SiE, — Some  time  since  I  was  informed  that  "  penguins  " 
were  abroad  in  Battersea  Park,  and  were  devouring  the 
fish  in  the  lake  wholesale.  Information  received,  however, 
caused  me  to  fix  a  visit  for  Sunday  last,  and  in  drizzling 
rain,  acoornpanied  by  Mr.  H.  Archer,  a  fellow  member,  I 
made  a  circuit  of  tLi<  wt-U-known  "  Paradise  for  the 
People."  And  "paradise"  it  ia,  for  the  powers  that  be 
(John  Burns,  I  believe,  in  particular),  have  amply  fulfilled 
their  promises  in  every  retpect,  and  nothing  appears  to  be 
wanting  to  give  the  paopleof  Battersea  real  recreation  and 
genuine  amusement. 

Att-r  a  deal  of  wandering  we  came  across  the  aforesaid 
"  plunderer,"  but  the  "  penguin  "  turned  out  to  be  a 
"  cormorant."  There  are  two  of  them,  and  in  my 
presence  one  of  them  caught  and  devoured  about  three 
dozen  fish,  roach  and  dace,  I  believe,  in  about  forty 
minutes. 

But  we  were  afforded  a  little  amusement  at  the  finish  in 
rather  an  unexpected  manner.  Hundreds  of  young  sea 
gulls  appaar  to  have  made  the  park  their  rendezvous  for 
the  winter  moi  ths,  and  three  of  these  birds  were  intensely 
interested  spectators  of  the  "  cormorant's  "  performance. 


Watching  an  opportunity  ai  the  fisherman  emerged  from 
the  water,  they  one  by  one  swooped  down,  and  managed 
to  snatch  from  him  five  or  six  decent-sized  fish. 

The  cormorants  have  only  quite  recently  been  introduced 
into  the  park,  and  are  part  of  a  very  beautiful  collection 
of  foreign  species  well  worthy  of  a  visit,  but  when  we 
come  to  consider  that  many  places  (Wimbledon  Park,  and 
even  homely  Clapham  Common,  for  instance),  owe  part  of 
their  stock  to  these  waters,  the  question  naturally  arises  : 
'Should  not  this  kind  be  put  a  stop  to  ?  "—I  am,  sir, 
faithfully  yours,  Hon.  Secretary 

(Lychnobite  Angling  Society). 


A  CURIOUS  TROUT. 

Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  I  see  an  inquiry  in  your 
paper  of  Jan.  28  regarding  the  111b.  trout  caught  in  Loch 
Tay  on  the  opening  day.  The  trout  in  question  was  not  a 
"  hybrid,"  but  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  common  loch 
trout.  One  side  was  much  brighter  than  the  other,  but 
that  was  owing  to  the  fish  lying  for  some  time  in  the 
lottom  of  the  boat  or  among  damp  grass,  probably  the 
former.  As  for  its  tail,  I  did  not  see  any  difference 
between  it  and  the  tails  of  other  trout  of  the  same  size. — 
Yours  truly,  Oeange  Hackle. 

KilUn.   

FINS  OF  FISH  GROWING  AGAIN. 
Sib,— With  reference  to  the  question  of  the  fins  of  fish 
growing  again  after  injury,  I  thould  like  to  state  the 
following  inetanoe  which  has  come  under  my  personal 
observation. 

In  January,  1895,  three  out  of  four  gold  fish,  which  I 
had  then  kept— two  since  1889,  and  two  since  1890 — 
developed  fungus  upon  their  tail  tins.  I  did  not  know  of  any 
reliable  remedy  for  the  disease,  but,  still,  was  unwilling  to 


lose  the  fish  after  keeping  them  for  so  long.  I  therefore 
determined  to  operate  upon  the  tails.  This  I  did  by 
cutting  away  so  much  of  the  edge  of  the  fin  as  was  affected 
and  which,  in  the  case  of  the  smallest  fish,  amounted  to 
nearly  the  entire  lower  lobe  of  the  fin. 

Turning  to  a  few  rough  notes  which  I  kept  about  mj 
aquarium,  I  then  find  this  entry  :  "  May  28th,  1895.  Bj 
now  the  cut  tails  have  grown  to  their  normal  shape  and 
there  have  been  no  more  signs  of  S.F."  I  may  add  that 
the  fish  which  underwent  the  severest  operation  is  at  my 
elbow  at  the  present  moment,  and  that  the  lower  lobe  of 
his  tail  perfectly  resembles  the  upper  one. — Yours,  &c., 
  C.  A.  C.  Jeffcock. 

THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  TROUT  AND  SALMON 
IN  NORFOLK  STREAMS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Eastern  Daily  Press. 

Sir,— The  failure  in  Norfolk  of  the  Birds'  Protection 
Acts  is  notorious,  and  judging  by  what  happens  in  certain 
parishes  hereabouts,  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  fish 
are  treated  with  equal  contempt. 

I  have  just  seen  a  salmon  taken  out  of  a  little  brook 
which  was  full  of  spawn,  and  measuring  27in.  in  length 
and  15in.  in  girth.  Two  years  ago  I  heard  of  two  salmon 
being  taken,  one  weighing  111b.  and  another  91b.,  and  in 
1893  I  am  told  one  was  taken  weighing  IS^lb.  Ignorant 
of  the  crime  I  was  committing,  the  first  winter  I  was  in 
North- West  Norfolk  I  assisted  at  the  capture  of  two  tront 
weighing  5ilb  ,  and  I  bought  another  freshly  caught  one 
weighing  over  31b.  for  a  few  pence.  I  also  hear  that  some 
visitors  from  London  to  a  neighbouring  parish  ciptured 
many  trout  and  salmon  in  the  spring  ot  1897,  and  I  have 
more  than  once  bought  trout  weighing  from  Jib.  to  lib., 
in  March,  by  the  half  pailful.  There  has  been  no  secrecy 
about  the  catching  of  these  fish.  All  have  been  caught  in 
broad  daylight,  within  sight  of  public  ways ;  some  of  them 
in  water  next  to  the  highway,  or  even  running  underneath 
it.  The  brook  I  specially  allude  to  is  partly  fed  by  our 
well ;  it  averages  about  18in.  in  depth,  and  the  fish  are 
easily  driven  into  its  shallower  parts,  and  then  taken.  As 
the  winter  caught  fish  are  caught  while  they  are  seeking  to 
laif  their  spawn,  the  damage  done  by  their  destruction 
is  incalculable.  The  March  fish  are  taken  by  beating  the 
water  and  so  driving  the  fish  into  pole  nets. 

I  do  not  know  if  similar  occurrences  take  place  generally 
in  Norfolk.  If  they  do,  we  need  not  wonder  at  the 
increasing  scarcity  of  fish  in  our  streams,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  may  wonder  at  the  exclusive  attention  bestowed 
upon  game  birds  and  beasts  by  landowners,  policemen, 
and  magistrates. 

There  is  little  doubt,  from  what  I  have  heard,  that  if 
the  streams  in  these  parts  had  one-tenth  of  the  protection 
bestowed  upon  them  that  is  bestowed  upon  every  little 
spinney  and  rabbit  burrow  they  would  abound  in  game 
fish,  and  so  give  this  corner  of  the  county  quite  a 
distinctive  character,  and  also  afford  both  profit  and 
sport  to  those  living  in  the  neighbonrhood. 

On  this  ground,  if  on  no  other,  I  venture  to  ciU  the 
attention  of  those  concerned  to  tke  means  which  the  law 
provides  for  preventing  the  cruel,  foolish  slaughter  of  fish 
that  goes  on  at  this  time  of  the  year. — I  am,  sir,  yours 
obediently,  Robt.  C.  Nightingale. 

Beechamwell  Rectory,  Swaffham,  Jan.  24. 


GUT  CASTING  LINE  DAMPER. 

Sir, — Every  angler  has  experiencf  d  the  diflSculty  and 
annoyance  connected  with  getting  his  casting  lines  into  a 
proper  condition  for  casting  when  commencing  to  fish. 
The  lines  have  been  wound  in  a  coil,  are  dry  and  kinky, 
and  obstinately  refuse  to  get  into  the  straight,  and  it 
takes  a  good  deal  of  straining  by  hand,  and  then 
several  minutes'  immersion  in  the  river  before  the 
lines  are  safe  to  fish  with  ;  the  usual  course,  more 
especially  with  beginners,  being  to  commence  casting 
though  the  lines  are  in  corkscrew  fashion.  If,  how- 
ever, a  salmon  or  trout  takes  the  fly  while  the  tackle 
is  in  this  dry  and  brittle  state,  the  chances  are 
you  lose  your  fish,  and  yonr  line  into  the  bargain.  This 
simple  invention  is  the  idea  of  Mr.  James  MacKenzie,  of 
Dublin,  an  angler  of  considerable  experieuce  and  success, 
and  quite  gets  over  the  difficulties  and  annoyances  referred 
to.  When  you  start  off  in  the  morning  for  your  day's 
sport — or  the  night  before — yon  place  in  the  damper  the 
lines  which  you  are  likely  to  require  during  the  day,  and 
when  you  are  ready  to  mount  them  they  are  in  a  nice  soft, 
pliable  condition,  and  your  first  cast  falls  on  the  water 
with  the  line  as  outstretched  as  if  you  had  been  fishing  all 
day.  Mr.  MacKenzie  has  applied  for  a  patent,  and  the 
invention  is  thus  described  in  his  provisional  specification : 
"  A  flat  box  of  tin  or  other  mateiiil,  having  a  circular  com- 
partment ;  outside  this  circular  compartment  is  a  lining  of 
felt  for  the  purpuse  of  holding  moisture  to  soften  the  gut 
casting  Imes  which  are  placed  therein.  Inside  the  circular 
compartment  is  a  dry  pad  of  felt,  in  which  the  fishing 
hooks  and  flies  connected  with  the  lines  are  placed,  so  that 
while  the  lines  are  damped  in  preparation  for  angling,  the 
hooks  and  flies  are  preserved  from  injury  by  moisture." 
Hitherto  any  attempts  in  this  direction  have  failed,  owing 
to  the  want  of  a  dry  compartment  to  keep  the  flies  antt 
hooks  from  suffering  by  being  shut  up  in  the  damp."— 
Yours  faithfully,  J.  McKbnzib. 

[We  certainly  years  ago  have  seen  combined  cast  and 
fly  boxes  which  exactly  answer  to  this  description. — Ed.] 
Several  letters  unavoidably  held  over. 


To  Sportsmen  — Burberrys,  of  SO,  Haymarket,  London,  are 
now  offering,  at  half  price,  their  1898  model  and  stock  sporting 
Karmeots,  in  gabardine,  combination,  and  rain-proofed  tweed; 
shootinR  coats,  268.  3d.  and  31s.  6d. ;  breeches,  ISs.  and  21b.; 
Barberry  capes  and  long  overooata,  3l8.  6d. ;  farmers'  overcoats, 
ISs. ;  Scotch  stockings,  28.  9d.  Sent  on  approval  on  receipt  of 
cheque  covering. 


WIRE  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  very  little  to  add  to  what  I  have 
already  mentioned  in  previous  letters,  except  that  it  ought 
to  be  apparent  to  your  readers  by  this  time  that  the  wire 
lines  I  have  introduced  are  different  to  those  mentioned 
by  some  of  your  correspondents,  theirs  being  complete 
failures  and  mine  a  great  success,  as  many  reliable  and 
representative  anglers  can  now  substantiate.  It  seems 
absolutely  absurd  for  gentlemen  to  advance  theories  to 
prove  these  wire  lines  worthless  when  practical  tests  prove 
the  reverse  to  be  the  fact. 

_  If,  as  Mr.  Hoarder  affirms,  I  did  not  originate  these 
lines,  I  have,  at  leatt,  shown  anglers  the  tackle  necessary 
to  add  to  their  rods  to  enable  them  to  use  them  with 
comfort  and  success.  It  took  me  over  seven  years  to 
induce  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  to  adopt  sea  fishing, 
by  the  reading  of  papers,  example,  and  general  recom- 
mendation ;  but  although  wire  lines  have  only  been  before 
the  public  a  few  months,  they  are  now  being  bought  up  as 
fast  as  they  cm  be  made,  and  it  is  a  case  of  first  come  first 
served.  They  just  suit  the  taste  of  the  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  who  are  ever  on  the  look  out  for  refined  tackle 
of  every  description. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  remind  your  readers  that 
I  am  not  attempting  to  make  anything  by  these  lines. 

The  only  question  that  remains  to  be  settled  is  the  size 
best  suited  for  the  different  fish  and  modes  of  fishing.  The 
lines  now  being  made  are  composed  of  sixteen  strands  of 
fine  phosphor-bronze  braided  wire.  There  are  three  lines 
now  being  used.  They  are  numbered  5,  4J,  and  4.  The 
strands  of  No.  5  are  the  largest,  and  No.  4  the  smallest. 
No.  5  can  be  purchased  at  Ijd.  per  yard  ;  its  breaking 
strain  is  281b.  No.  4§  costs  lid.,  and  breaks  at  241b. 
No.  4  costs  Id.,  and  breaks  at  221b.  Another  line  will 
shortly  be  produced.  It  will  be  numbered  8,  and  consist 
of  eight  strands  of  No.  4^  strand  thickness.  Its  breaking 
strain  will  be  lljlb.  It  is  calculited  that  these  lines,  with 
due  care,  will  last  about  seven  years.  Braided  wire  lines 
are  really  very  fine  tubes  of  wire,  and  are  consequently 
elastic— 50yds.  will  stretch  about  1yd.,  and  thus  counteract 
the  effect  of  sudden  strains.  I  find  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy have  adopted  stout  phosphor-bronze  lines  for 
plumbing  the  depths,  and  I  understand  they  are  perfectly 
satisfied  with  them. — Yours  faithfully, 

___         A.  W.  Parker. 

WIRE  SEA  LINES. 
Dear  Sir,- In  reply  to  Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson's 
three  questions  :  Firstly,  as  to  what  kind  of  wire  lines — I 
have  used  annealed  copper  wire,  wire  of  the  make  used 
for  hanging  pictures ;  bottle  wire ;  and  the  more  up  to  date 
39-thread  three  ply  bronze  wire,  sample  of  which  I  inclose 
for  your  inspection.  I  used  a  heavier  make  than  that 
inclosed,  but  have  used  it  all  up  for  binding  oars,  gaffs, 
&c.,  for  which  it  is  much  more  suited  than  for  reel  and 
hand  lines. 

Secondly,  as  to  where  I  have  used  wire  lines :  On  the 
coast  of  North  Wales,  mostly  in  eight  to  twelve  fathoms, 
and  four  to  five  knot  tides,  over  18ft.  rise  and  fall ;  Le 
H4vre,  Prance,  mostly  in  shoal  water,  fairly  swift  tides  ; 
the  Baltic,  which  is  no  great  criterion  as  regards  tide,  &c., 

I  need  the  wire  lines  as  reel  lines  for  bass,  &c.,  the  hand- 
lines  for  conger,  cod,  and  pollack.  (I  also  tiied  them  for 
trolling  for  pike  without  leads  on  the  Danish  lakes.) 

Thirdly,  as  to  weather  I  have  "  troubled  "  to  try  the 
new  sixteen  strand  braided  phosphor-bronze  lines. 

I  have  received  new  samples  since  my  last  letter.  I  do 
not  like  the  way  they  run  on  reel  and  through  the  rings, 
but  am  trying  them  as  reel  and  hand-lines  very  soon. 

I  would  remind  Dr.  C.  S.  P.  in  answer  to  his  other 
remarks,  that  we  are  discussing  the  value  of  wire  sea  lines 
and  not  merely  wire  reel  Unes. — Yours  truly, 

"  Viator." 

[We  have  sent  the  samples  "Viator"  sends  to  Dr. 
Patterson. — Ed.]   


A  LARGE  LAMPREY. 
Dear  Sir,- We  had  on  view  at  Mr.  Amphlett's  lecture 
on  Monday  last  a  lamprey  weighing  IJlb.,  captured  by  one 
of  our  committee  (Mr.  R.  P.  Smith)  in  the  Rother— 
Robertsbridge,  Sussex— last  autumn.  It  attracted  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  and  was  considered  of  rather  exceptional 
size.  Can  you  inform  ua  aa  to  whether  lampreys  grow 
much  larger  than  this  ? 

This  one  has  been  suspended  in  a  large  glass  cylinder 
containing  methylated  spirit,  and  is  in  excellent  preserva- 
tion.— Faithfully  yours,  Hy.  Dowsett 

(Joint  Hon.  Sec.  Hastings  Angling 
Society). 

[Bnckland  says  the  average  size  of  lampreys  which 
come  into  the  London  market  is  from  IJlb.  to  31b.,  and 
Dr.  Day  says  specimens  np  to  51b.  weight  have  been 
taken. — Ed.] 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  RE-STOCKING 
FUND. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  5s.  Brunswick  Brothers,  and  10s.  6d.  from 
Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— Yours  faithfully, 

Alex.  Wright,  Hon.  Sec. 


AN  ANGLING  SOCIETY  FOR  NICE. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Riviera  Daily. 

Dear  Sir,— While  there  are  clubs  and  societies  in  Nice 
representing  almost  every  form  of  sport  and  recreation,  I 
find  that  there  is  no  local  angling  association.  'This  is 
somewhat  remarkable,  as  there  are  a  fair  number  of 
anglers  in  the  town,  and  admirable  opportunities  are  given 
both  by  river  and  sea  for  obtaining  magnificent  sport.  At 
very  little  trouble  and  expense  some  of  the  streams  in  the 
vicinity  might  be  stocked  with  trout,  and  converted  into 
valuable  properties,  while  there  are  other  waters  which 
would  well  repay  re-stocking  with  coarse  fish.  I  should, 
therefore,  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  anglers,  French, 
English,  and  American,  who  would  join  with  me  in  form- 
ing an  angling  as60oiation  for  Nice.  Such  an  institution 
might  be  carried  on  on  the  lines  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Association,  and  become  one  of  its  corresponding 
branches.  In  this  way  much  valuable  information  might 
be  obtained  in  regard  to  the  fish  of  the  Mediterranean. — I 
am,  yours,  &o.,  _  G.  Edwards. 

Hotel  Fran9aise,  Rue  d'Amerique. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  SOUTHEND. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  Dr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Frank  Moore,  all 
I  can  say  is  that  it  was  wholly  on  account  of  the  Southend 
report,  published  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  14,  which 
reads,  "  Splendid  sport  has  been  enjoyed  with  the  flat 
fish,  which  are  just  now  very  large,"  that  I  journeyed 
thither  on  the  15th,  hoping  to  obtain  a  share  of  the  above 
sport,  but  was  entirely  disappointed.  I  am  aware  that  it 
is  often  the  case  when  nothing  may  be  doing  at  the  pier- 
head, outside  the  boats  are  having  sport  both  fast  and 
furious.  Hence  I  qualified  my  remarks  by  saying, 
"  unless  report  simply  applied  to  boat  fishing,"  which  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  it  did.  I  may  say  I  noticed  that 
my  experience  was  borne  out  by  "  Dragnet's  "  remarks  in 
Gazette  of  2l8t,  as  he  states,  "  Ben  Abrahams  was  getting 
an  occasional  dab,  not  many,  not  very  large." 

Of  course,  I  no  doubt  should  have  noticed  that  Mr. 
Hussey's  report  was  retrospective,  as  fishing  changes  so 
much  from  day  to  day  it  is  not  in  mortal  man  to  tell  us  our 
luck  to-morrow.  And  it  being  Sundiy,  perhaps  the  fish, 
the  larger  ones  especially,  pay  greater  regard  to  the  day 
than  some  of  the  fishermen. 

I  am  pleased,  indeed,  to  see  that  Mr.  Hussey  has  taken 
up  the  matter  of  immature  fish  in  such  an  energetic 
manner,  and  wish  him  (as  I  am  sure  every  sportsman  will) 
every  success. — Yours  truly,  Ob*ervkr. 


FEBRrAKT  11,  1899] 
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SPRING  SALMON  LURES. 


Spinning  for  salmon  is  now  a  recognised  art  in 
the  world  of  sport.  It  was  not  always  so ;  and 
the  time  is  not  so  far  distant  when  it  required  not 
a  little  nerve  on  the  part  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion of  sportsmen  to  defend  their  position  when 
killing  salmon  with  anything  short  of  the  orthodox 
fly.  Probably,  much  of  the  opposition  met  with 
was  the  direct  outcome  of  the  reckless  use  of  the 
spinning  rod  at  all  times — in  season  and  out  of 
season — when  it  was  first  introduced  into  the 
rivers  and  streams  in  the  north.  It  caught  on 
like  wildfire  among  the  younger  and  keener 
spirits  on  the  Dee  some  fifteen  years  ago,  and  for 
a  season  or  so  there  was  nothing  seen  but  the 
spinning  rod  and  the  minnow  can  on  almost 
every  other  reach  in  the  hands  of  these  freer 
spirits.  Their  sole  object  was  to  kill  fish,  and 
that  speedily ;  and  the  advent  of  the  live  bait 
seemed  a  veritable  God-send  to  them  at  the  time. 

There  is  no  denying  but  that  it  was  phenome- 


nally successful  when  first  introduced.  At  a  time 
when  few  fish  were  being  got  to  the  fly,  the  news 
that  two  Englishmen,  on  the  Dee,  with  live 
minnows  were  killing  eight,  ten,  twelve,  and  even 
fifteen  fish  daily,  could  not  but  have  had  an  electri- 
fying effect  on  these  hot  bloods  eager  for  sport  at 
all  hazards,  and  the  result  was  that  the  minnow 
boom  went  up  by  leaps  and  bounds.  It  was 
minnow  here  and  minnow  there,  minnow  above 
and  minnow  below.  The  best  sorts  were  imported 
from  southern  lakes  and  ponds  then,  as  they  are 
now ;  and  while  the  boom  lasted  the  supply  was 
nothing  equal  to  half  the  demand.  Mr.  Garden, 
tacklemaker,  Aberdeen,  would  have  a  score  of 
telegrams  any  day  befoi-e  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  asking  for  minnows  by  the  thousand, 
which  he  could  not  meet  by  fifties  or  a  hundred, 
at  most,  to  his  most  favoured  customers,  while 
the  trade  otherwise  were  equally  harried  to 
partially  meet  the  demands  of  their  patrons. 
Every  burn  and  streamlet  where  a  minnow  of 
acceptable  size  was  known  to  breed  was  scoured 
to  augment  the  supply,  and  yet  the  cry  was  still 
for  more. 

It  was  no  wonder  then  that  the  angler  of  the 
old  school  felt  his  back  hair  rise  whenever  he 
caught  side  of  the  hated  minnow  can,  and  reeled 
up  in  disgust  when  splash  in  front  of  him,  some- 
times under  his  very  nose,  came  the  hated  minnow. 
The  ill-feeling  then  engendered  has  not  even  yet 
subsided  in  the  breasts  of  not  a  few,  and  although 
they  may  not  object  to  the  minnow  per  se,  they 
cannot  get  over  the  very  unsportsmanlike  manner 
it  which  it  was  so  freely  used,  and  the  rough-shod 
way  in  which  their  sentiments  were  trod  on  when 
objections  were  raised  against  it.  From  whatever 
cause,  the  live  bait  craze  in  a  season  or  two  spent 
itseK.  Some  say  that  the  phenomenal  success 
attending  its  first  introduction  was  due  to  a  series 
of  favouring  circumstances — a  combination  in 
fact  only  met  with  now  and  again,  viz.,  fine  fresh 
waters  and  a  continuous  run  of  small  shoals  of 
fresh  spring  fish,  and  that  when  these  favouring 
conditions  disappeared  the  phenomenal  catches 
also  melted  away.  Another  theory  put  forth  was 
that  it  was  all  veiy  well  on  these  reaches  where 
the  fish  saw  the  minnow  for  the  first  time  for  the 
lucky  anglers  to  run  up  a  big  record,  but  when 
minnow  fishing  became  general  all  over  the  river, 
and  the  fish  had  minnow  presented  to  it  in  every 
second  pool  it  entered  on  its  way  upstream,  that 
it  got  "  educated,"  and  so  fought  shy  of  a  lure 
which  had  become  so  common.  Much  may  be 
said  for  both  theories,  and,  like  most  other  matters 
pertaining  to  salmon  angling,  there  may  be  a 
grain  of  probable  truth  in  each. 

The  result,  however,  was  that  the  fly  did  not 
pass  into  oblivion  as  a  defunct  salmon  lure,  in 
spite  of  the  prophets  of  evil  who  were  so  cocksure 
of  its  speedy  ruin.  It  weathered  ^  the  storm 
bravely,  and  probably  occupies  a  more  prominent 
place  in  the  army  of  lures  to-day  with  the  expert 
spinner  even  than  ever  it  did  before,  and  is  pre- 
ferred by  him  above  all  others  as  a  sportive  lure 
of  the  first  water  whenever  and  wherever  he  can 
reasonably  give  it  the  preference.  The  true 
sportsman  prefers  to  kill  his  fish  to  the  fly,  as 
certainly  giving  more  sport  and  requiring  more 
skill  to  manipulate ;  but  he  will  not  disdain  other 
lures  when  the  chances  are  all  in  their  favour ; 
and  so  the  "  minnow  can,"  although  it  has  now 
taken  a  back  seat  compared  witli  its  former 
prestige,  is  still  en  evidence  at  the. waterside,  and 
the  phantom,  the  spoon,  the  Devon,  the  prawn, 
and  the  worm  all  have  their  turn  when  the  fly  is 
out  of  it,  and,  ceteris  paribus,  sport  would  be  a 
minus  quantity  without  them. 

The  native  minnow  has  been  used  as  a  salmon 
lure  from  time  immemorial.  It  was  used  in  big 
summer  waters  (a  time  of  the  year  when  it  is  most 
easily  obtained  in  its  best  condition)  to  lure  grilse, 
and  in  the  autumn  for  back-end  fish  ;  but  it  never 
seems  to  have  been  artificially  bred  and  kept  for 
spring  fish.  That  luxury  is  quite  a  modem 
discovery.  It  was  impaled  on  a  very  large  salmon 
hook,  usually  an  old  one  stripped  for  the  purpose, 
and  worked  over  the  pool  much  after  the  manner 
of  a  large  salmon  fly.  Some  old  anglers  still 
delight  in  having  a  go  with  the  phantom  after 
this  ancient  fashion,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Blacklaws, 
sen.,  who  has  fished  the  Dee  for  nigh  the  allotted 
span  of  man's  lifetime,  and  is  probably  the  oldest 
angler  on  the  water  to-day,  for  he  never  misses 
the  opening,  prefers  it  to  all  other  methods,  and 
is  more  successful  with  a  3in.  phantom  at  the  end 


of  his  18ft.  greenheart,  worked  after  the  manner 
of  a  large  salmon  fly,  but  with  a  shorter  line,  than 
others  alongside  of  him  with  the  best  of  spinning 
rods  and  the  latest  up  to  date  tackle. 

The  silk  phantom  is  probably  next  to  the  fly  ae 
a  standard  salmon  lure.  In  a  rising  water  there 
is  nothing  like  it  for  getting  a  fish  ;  and,  again, 
in  a  very  low  temperature,  and  when  working 
among  icefloes,  the  phantom  stands  supreme. 
Spun  with  .30yds.,  or  40yds.  of  line,  little  thicker 
than  a  good  lint  thread,  from  the  Malloch 
reel,  it  gets  in  between  the  cakes  of  ice  where  the 
fly  would  be  useless,  and  searching  the  pool  or 
"  lie  "  proves  an  irresistible  attraction. 

In  a  small  spring  water  again,  or  in  a  rapid  at 
any  time,  the  phantom  is  always  a  very  safe 
change  from  the  fly.  Most  anglers  have  their 
spinning  flight  always  in  readiness,  and,  as  a 
rule,  when  the  pool  or  stream  has  been  well 
covered  with  the  fly  the  heavier  fly  rod  is  handed 
to  the  gillie  and  the  lighter  wand  takes  its  place. 
It  is  a  welcome  change,  either  in  fishing  a  heavy 
water  or  on  an  otherwise  hot  day,  when  too  much 
exertion  becomes  a  pain. 

In  working  the  phantom,  or  other  spinning 
lure,  for  that  matter,  of  the  same  order,  the 
angler  should  strike  on  the  first  contact  with  the 
fish.  While  it  may  not  be  always  necessary  to 
follow  this  rule,  and  while  the  fish  may  be  as 
fatally  hooked  by  its  own  initiative  on  the  tri- 
angles of  spinning  flight  as  ever  it  was  on  a  fly 
hook,  yet  the  most  experienced  spinners  find  it  to 
their  profit  and  their  chances  of  sport  to  reply  at 
once  to  the  preferred  invitation.  If  there  is  but 
a  slender  hold  the  hook  will  come  away  at  once, 
often  bringing  tangible  proof  of  the  contact  in 
the  shape  of  a  scale  or  bit  of  skin,  and  better  a 
parting  sooner  than  later;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  sharp  reply  will  send  the  barbs  well  home, 
and  make  "  certain  doubly  sure." 

An  expert  fly  fisher  was  asked  why  he  never 
tried  the  phantom  when  in  a  flooded  water  he  was 
all  out  of  it  vsdth  the  fly. 

"  So  I  have,"  he  replied,  "  but  I  always  lose  my 
fish  after  the  first  rug  or  so.  I  have  accordingly 
discarded  it  altogether." 

"  Perhaps  you  do  not  strike  when  you  get  the 
pull  or  feel  the  fish,"  replied  his  friend." 

The  remark  was  a  revelation  to  him.  He  had 
treated  all  invitations  alike  up  till  that  time,  but 
he  at  once  saw  where  his  weakness  lay,  and  now 
there  is  no  more  successful  phantom  spinner  on 
the  Dee. 

Many  improvements  (sic)  have  been  tried  with 
the  phantom,  but  as  yet  none  find  so  much  favour 
as  that  of  the  original  pattern  given  to  the 
angling  world  some  thirty  years  ago  by  the 
inventor,  the  late  Mr.  Brown,  of  Aberdeen.  It  is 
a  phantom  in  reality,  for  the  fish  gets  nothing  but 
a  mouthful  of  hooks  when  it  seizes  its  prey. 

Mr.  Brown  never  patented  his  phantom, 
although  others  have  from  time  to  time  patented 
improvements  on  it,  and  contented  himself  in  his 
day  and  generation  with  the  chance  profits  on  the 
work  which  his  invention  brought  to  his  own 
counter.  He  was  professionally  a  tackle  maker, 
and  a  keen  angler  to  boot,  and  the  stories  of  the 
wonders  wrought  by  the  phantom  when  first 
introduced  into  northern  waters  by  Mr.  Brown 
or  any  of  his  many  angling  friends  and  patrons 
are  still  current  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  other 
streams. 

The  rubber  phantom  introduced  by  a  London 
firm  runs  the  silk  phantom  a  very  hard  race  for 
supremacy  as  a  taking  lure  at  times,  as  it  certainly 
does  many  of  the  "  makes  "  now  on  the  market  as 
a  lasting  Im-e.  The  rubber  phantom  has  the 
advantage  of  being  easily  loaded  with  shot  or  the 
opposite,  and  from  its  duller  texture  is  more 
acceptable  in  certain  changes  of  the  water  than 
the  brand  new  silk  phantom,  whether  in  blue  or 
brown.  The  red  rubber  phantom — an  imitation 
of  the  prawn — has  never  taken  on  in  the  north. 
I  cannot  say  what  the  success  of  others  may  have 
been  with  it,  but  I  fished  it  off  and  on  for  two 
seasons  and  never  struck  a  single  fin.  Some  of 
my  friends  have  had  even  more  patience  than  I 
had,  but  with  a  like  result.  Some  other  forms  of 
the  phantom  have  been  more  successful,  but  none 
of  them  have  come  near  to  the  universal  popu- 
larity and  success  which  has  constantly  attended, 
in  all  conditions  of  weather  and  water,  the  original 
invention  of  old  Brown,  which  still  holds  the  field 
against  all  comers  by  whatever  firm  it  may  be 
made.  G.  M. 
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A  FEW  LAKELAND  NOTES. 


The  following  notes  are  suggested  by  the 
entries  in  my  diary,  and  relate  to  a  few  days 
spent  by  the  writer  at  the  lakes  during  the  past 
season. 

The  water  fished  extends  from  Lakeside  to 
Newby  Bridge,  and  is  the  river  Leven,  which 
forms  the  outlet  of  Windermere  Lake.  Below 
the  bridge  is  a  weir,  and  after  that  streams  and 
pools  abound.  This  water  is  strictly  preserved. 
All  my  fishing  was  done  in  the  open  water  above 
the  bridge,  except  one  day,  as  will  appear. 

June  11,  1898. — Arrived  at  Lakeside  by  train, 
11.15,  and  took  the  Swan  Hotel  'bus  to  Newby 
Bridge.  (Note. — If  there  is  no  'bus  at  the 
station,  don't  hire,  but  get  a  boatman  at  Lakeside 
to  row  you  down  the  river  to  the  hotel,  distant 
about  a  mile.  It  is  much  pleasanter,  and  cheaper, 
as  I  once  found.)  By  12  o'clock  I  was  fully 
equipped  in  waders  and  mackintosh,  and  com- 
menced operations  immediately  opposite  the 
hotel.  The  rain  was  continuous  until  four. 
Flies  were  scarce,  but  fish  were  stirring  freely, 
or  rather  bulging,  as  I  frequently  saw  a  big 
back  fin  above  the  water.  Not  knowing  what 
fly  to  try,  I  put  up  a  March  Brown  (Holland's 
dressing)  and  fished  it  dry.  I  did  this  because 
the  wind  was  blustery  and  a  small  fly  would 
soon  have  been  swamped.  My  first  satisfactory 
cast  to  a  rising  fish  came  off,  and  a 
men-y  fight  ended  in  the  trout  escaping  the 
net.  The  fly  did  not  float  very  well,  and  soon 
became  waterlogged.  I  put  up  another  March 
Brown,  well  paraffined,  and  was  soon  into  another 
fish.  A  gamer  fish  I  never  pricked.  He  made 
for  every  obstiniction  and  weed  bed  possible,  but 
eventually  reposed  in  the  net,  a  good  lib.  8oz. 
About  1.15  a  strong  hatch  of  Iron  Blue  Duns 
came  out,  and  the  fish  had  a  merry  time.  I  tried 
every  shade  of  that  fly  in  my  box,  but  could  not 
suit  the  fish.  One  rise  only  rewarded  me,  and 
that  I  missed.  After  an  hour  of  such  sport  I 
retired  into  the  Swan  for  a  hasty  lunch,  re- 
turning to  the  attack  with  a  March  Brown.  The 
Iron  Blues  were  still  abundant,  and  were  being 
taken.  The  March  Brown,  however,  answered,  and 
another  good  fish,  better  than  the  first,  was  added 
to  the  basket.  At  4.30  I  finished,  having  caught 
four  trout,  weighing  51b.,  and  having  put  two 
small  fish  back.  Dined  at  the  Swan  and  took  train. 
Missed  my  connection  at  Carnforth,  and  had 
seven  miles'  walk  in  the  wet.  Note. — A  visitor  at 
the  hotel  took,  after  I  left,  a  21b.  9oz.  trout  in  the 
evening  with  spinning  minnow. 

June  18. — Fished  from  twelve  to  five.  Weather 
overcast  at  times ;  wind  from  south,  strong ; 
water  low  and  very  clear.  Flies  on,  little  yellow 
May  Dun,  a  few  Olives,  and  an  occasional  May 
Fly.  Tried  all  these  and  many  others,  including 
the  March  Brown.  Got  four  fish,  aU  on  the 
March  Brown.  One  fish  turned  the  scale  at 
lib.  8oz.,  the  others  a  little  under  lib.  average. 

June  20. — Got  to  the  water  at  twelve.  West 
wind,  very  strong  at  times.  Water  very  low. 
Rain  after  2  p.m.,  continued  all  day.  Fished  hard 
until  six,  and  got  two  fish  (about  four  o'clock), 
weighed  lib.  6oz.  Fish  again  showed  freely 
throughout  the  day,  but  could  not  tell  what  they 
were  taking.  The  Silver  Sedge  captured  the  two. 
Back  fins  very  conspicuous  Stayed  all  night, 
intending  to  go  out  trolling  for  lake  trout,  but 
the  incessant  heavy  rain  discouraged  me. 

June  21. — Out  at  6  30;  lovely  morning.  Saw 
two  trout  on  the  shallow  where  the  boats  were 
beached.  They  were  smutting,  so  offered  the 
nearest  a  Black  Gnat  Hackle,  No.  000.  Hooked, 
and  lost  after  two  or  three  lively  runs.  Found 
another  fish  rising,  result  as  before;  the  third  I 
got.  After  breakfast  plenty  of  smuts  about,  but 
the  trout  were  not  on  feed.  At  twelve  I  got  a  can  of 
minnows,  and  crossed  to  the  island  opposite  the 
hotel,  and  tried  live  baiting  in  the  hole  at  the 
end  nearest  the  bridge.  Got  three  small  perch. 
Went  to  the  upper  end  and  spun  with  a  minnow, 
getting  three  jack  from  the  edge  of  the  weeds, 
average  weight  IJlb.  Tried  fly  again  in  the 
afternoon,  when  rain  came  on.  Two  trout  again 
fell  victims  to  the  March  Brown. 

June  27. — Water  high  and  slightly  coloured ; 
wind  north  and  strong ;  sun  bright ;  wading  very 
bad.  By  the  coui-tesy  of  Mr.  Bigland  I  had  a  ticket 
for  the  club  water,  so  went  below  the  bridge  and 
tried  wet  and  dry  fly  by  turns.  Could  get  nothing 
but  small  fry.    Returned  to  the  open  water  and 


got  two  5-pounders  in  quick  succession  with  Silver 
Sedge.  After  luncheon  commenced  with  artificial 
minnow  below  the  weir,  but  only  small  fish  came. 
As  the  water  was  so  high,  and  wading  so  very 
difficult  in  the  coloured  water,  I  decided  to  return 
to  the  hotel  and  have  an  early  meal,  so  that  I 
should  get  the  evening  rise.  At  5.30  I  resumed 
fishing.  The  wind  had  fallen  entirely,  and  the 
water  was  both  clearer  and  lower  by  many  inches. 
From  the  weir  I  saw  a  fish  feeding  on  the  flat 
above  it.  Offered  him  a  Sedge,  which  he  promptly 
took.  I  thought  he  was  a  moderate  fish  only,  but 
found  that  after  the  first  rush  I  could  really  do 
nothing  with  him.  I  thought  that  he  must  have 
hung  me  up,  so  solid  did  he  feel.  Getting  well 
below  him,  I  put  on  as  much  pressure  as  I  dare, 
and  then  he  came  very  slowly.  Before  I  had 
gained  many  feet  of  line  away  he  went  again 
upwards  to  the  bridge,  as  though  he  would  go 
through.  Again  the  utmost  pressure  was  put  on, 
and  in  less  than  a  minute  the  game  was  up,  for  a 
limper,  tamer  fish  of  ilb.  never  came  into  a  net. 
On  handling  him  I  found  the  explanation  of  his 
strange  behaviour.  He  was  bleeding  from  a  very 
deep  gash  on  both  sides.  He  had  been  tackled  by 
a  pike  after  being  hooked.  Going  below  the  weir, 
I  tried  the  "  white  water  "  under  the  apron  with 
the  Devon  minnow,  fetching  out  in  quick  suc- 
cession three  good  trout,  and  breaking  in  a 
fourth.  Fish  were  rising  lower  down,  so  I 
put  up  a  Sedge,  which  accounted  ,for  another 
three.  The  last  was  a  very  game  fib.  fish,  and 
gave  me  some  trouble  to  net,  as  he  got  into  the 
rough  water  below.  The  water  bailiff  had  been 
a  silent  and  unknown  spectator  for  the  last  half 
hour.  He  had  been  standing  knee  deep  in  the 
rushes  at  the  side  of  the  river.  He  then  asked 
me  to  tiy  a  cast  of  his  flies,  which  he  gave  me. 
They  were  decidedly  large,  and  seemed  in  the 
half  light  to  be  Snipe  Hackles.  He  advised  me  to 
try  the  higher  water.  I  did,  and  the  result  was 
something  I  shall  remember.  I  could  not  see  the 
flies,  but  the  fish  could.  I  had,  therefore,  to 
trust  to  feel  entirely,  and  by  letting  the  flies  drag 
across  and  down  stream  I  got  several  fish.  Many 
were  small,  but  an  occasional  i-pounder  or 
f -pounder  was  taken.  Landing  these  fish  in  the 
bad  light  was  anything  but  easy  work,  and  not 
much  to  my  taste.  As  the  fish  seemed  to  be 
going  off,  I  gladly  abandoned  the  sport,  and 
joined  the  keeper  on  shore.  At  the  hotel  we 
emptied  the  basket  and  weighed  the  contents, 
which  were:  Sixteen  fish,  weight  101b.  2oz. 
Stayed  all  night. 

J une  28. — Out  at  6.30  a.m.  Water  lower,  and 
very  clear.  A  few  fish  smutting.  Got  one  and 
lost  two  on  Black  Gnat.  After  breakfast  no  signs 
of  fish  to  be  seen,  so  got  a  boatman  to  row  me 
up  to  Lakeside  to  meet  a  friend  coming  by  train. 
Took  trolling  rod  and  baits  and  fly  rod.  Opposite 
the  late  Col.  Ridehalgh's  house  hooked  and  lost  a 
good  fish  with  fly  and  secured  a  small  fish. 
After  meeting  my  friend,  and  despatching  him 
by  steamer  to  Ambleside,  I  returned  to  my  boat 
and  put  out  spinning  tackle.  Halfway  between 
Lakeside  and  the  Swan  we  had  a  short  run,  and 
then,  50yds.  astern,  we  saw  a  noble  trout  leap 
high  out  of  the  water,  and  away  he  went  liber  et 
exultans.  No  doubt  he  was  only  lightly  hooked — 
the  hooks  being,  in  my  opinion,  too  large.  In 
this  opinion  my  boatman,  Millray — an  experienced 
hand — did  not  agree.  I  resumed  the  fly  rod 
after  luncheon,  and  although  flies  were  plentiful 
the  sport  was  poor.  Two  trout  were  placed  to  my 
credit  by  five  o'clock,  both  victims  to  a  March 
Brown. 

July  4. — My  last  day.  Fished  from  twelve  to 
three  near  the  Swan.  Weather  fine,  hot,  and 
slight  breeze.  For  two  hours  did  no  good. 
About  2  p.m.  I  saw  a  good  fish  rising  at  the  head 
of  the  island,  and  covered  him  with  an  alder 
hackle.  He  rose,  and  I  missed  him  through 
casting  too  long  a  line.  Nothing  further  being 
visible,  1  sat  down  on  a  seat  by  the  water  and  had 
a  pipe  and  chat  with  a  visitor  at  the  hotel. 
Presently,  immediately  opposite,  below  the  island 
we  saw  a  grand  rise,  which  was  quickly  repeated. 
Entering  the  river  near  the  bridge,  after  putting  up 
my  favourite  March  Brown,  I  carefully  made  my 
way  up  the  middle  of  the  stream.  It  was  deep 
wading,  and  many  a  nasty  stumble  occurred  before 
I  got  into  position.  At  last  I  made  my  cast,  and  the 
fun  began.  There  was  a  quiet,  deliberate  rise,  and 
my  fly  disappeared  before  it  had  drifted  6in.  As 
I  struck  my  Moscrop  reel  gave  off  line  and 


music.  At  first  the  fish  did  not  seem  to  realise 
the  situation  exactly,  and  I  gradually  gathered 
in  line  and  retraced  my  steps  until  I  reached 
shallower  water  and  better  foothold.  Then  as  I 
continued  to  bring  him  towards  me  he  came  in 
sight,  and  his  tactics  were  changed.  He  rushed 
all  over,  jumped  and  plunged  by  turns,  and 
eventually  was  landed  in  view  of  a  number  of 
visitors,  who  enjoyed  the  sport.  My  thanks  were 
certainly  due  to  a  young  lady  who  very  kindly 
got  me  a  larger  landing  net,  as  mine  was  decidedly 
too  small  to  negotiate  with  safety  an  active  trout 
of  21b.  4oz.,  which  he  scaled.  An  offer  of  a 
drive  with  friends  to  Grange  was  accepted, 
and  thus  closed  my  angling  at  the  Lakes  for 
1898.  _ 

It  will  be  observed  how  partial  these  trout  are  to 
the  March  Brown.  As  I  never  saw  one  of  these  flies 
on  the  water,  I  can  only  assume  that  they  retained 
some  memories  of  the  fly  from  the  early  spring. 
I  am  told  that  it  was  very  plentiful  early  in  the 
year.  During  my  visits  I  never  saw  anyone  try 
with  a  fly  for  these  fish.  The  visitors  were 
content  with  spinning  in  the  evening,  and  I  know 
that  at  times  they  had  good  sport.  One  fish  of 
31b.  6oz.  was  taken,  and  another,  much  bigger,  was 
lost  through  a  novice  reeling  up  his  line  until  he 
pulled  the  gut  through  the  top  ring,  when  the 
knot  stuck  and  a  smash  ensued — and  language. 
Many  fish  this  water  from  a  boat,  but  I  prefer  to 
wade.  Trousers  are  necessary  for  this,  and  even 
then  the  fishable  portions  are  limited.  The  May 
Fly  season  is  the  best,  but  I  was  too  late  for  it. 
The  Swan  is  a  thoroughly  comfortable  hotel, 
where  a  good  table,  obliging  attendants,  and  a 
courteous  host  and  hostess  combine  to  make  a 
visit  very  enjoyable.  B.  E.  F. 


MORE  JOTTINGS  OP  AN  AMATEUR 
FLY  DRESSER. 


Why  the  pike  scale  Black  Gnat  should  have  so 
bad  a  reputation  as  a  hooker  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine.  Complaints  are  general  that  trout 
taking  the  Black  Gnat  constantly  get  away  owing 
to  the  insecurity  of  the  hold,  and  these  complaints 
come  from  sportsmen  who  think  nothing  of  land- 
ing a  21b.  trout  on  a  double  cypher  hook  with  a 
short  shank,  and  most  pike  scale  Black  Gnats  are 
dressed  on  the  same  wires.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  must  be  connected  with  the  way  in  which 
the  fish  takes  the  Black  Gnat.  I  have  been  on  a 
bank  and  watched  three  or  four  fish  within  a  few 
feet  of  me  taking  down  Black  Gnats,  and  any- 
thing more  dainty  and  leisurely  it  would  be 
difficult  to  conceive.  The  surface  was  scarcely 
broken,  and  the  fly  was  sipped  into  a  scarcely  open 
mouth  by  the  current  produced  by  the  expansion 
of  the  gills.  A  fly  thus  taken  can  be  rapidly 
rejected,  and  the  extreme  hardness  of  the  pike 
scale  Black  Gnat  is  liable  to  lead  to  its  rapid 
rejection.  Hook  body  and  scale  wing,  all  are  hard. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  wing,  which 
"Athenian"  recommended  for  Red  Spinners,  made 
from  the  outer  skin  of  the  root  of  a  rook's  quill 
feather,  would,  cutdown,  be  an  improvement  on  the 
pike  scale  because  it  softens  so  readily  when  wet. 
A  soft  body  with  the  requisite  brilliancy  is,  I  fear, 
beyond  the  art  of  the  fly  dresser  at  present. 
Ostrich  herl  would  not  do.  The  Black  Gnat,  so 
called,  with  starling  wing  and  ostrich  herl  body, 
with  or  without  a  black  hackle,  is  a  purely  con- 
ventional pattern,  and  is  not  much  use  when  the 
fish  are  smutting,  whereas  the  pike  scale  Black 
Gnat  will  frequently  be  taken. 

Beetles. 

Beetles  have  long  been  made  for  fly  fishing,  but 
for  some  reason  they  are  not  popular  with  fly 
fishermen.  I  have  had  excellent  sport  with  a 
beetle  dressed  thus :  Body — Copper-coloured  pea- 
cock's herl  and  ostrich  herl  mixed.  Haclde — 
Black.  Wing  case — Brown  partridge  tied  in  at 
the  tail  and  fastened  down  and  cut  oft"  at  the 
head.  It  killed  on  Coquet  and  Tweed  and 
tributaries,  and  in  reservoirs.  Another  version  is 
to  have  the  wing  case  of  the  mottled  feather  of  a 
guinea  fowl  dyed  deep  pinky  red.  The  white 
spots,  standing  out  conspicuously,  give  a  very 
attractive  effect.  Another  neat  device  is  to 
suggest  that  the  beetle  is  folding  his  wings  by 
adding  a  short  tag  of  palish  starling  or  landrail 
feathers. 
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In  1849  Hewett  Wheatley,  in  '•  Rod  and  Line," 
gave  high  commendation  to  beetles  as  lures,  and 
directions  and  illustrations  how  to  make  very- 
elaborate  coleoptera  are  contained  in  that  in- 
genious little  work.  The  old  firm  of  Chevallier 
and  Co.,  which  had  a  shop  in  Bell  Yard  before 
the  Law  Courts  were  built,  had  a  musty  collection 
of  beetles  of  various  hues  some  eighteen  or  twenty 
years  ago.  Their  successors,  Messrs.  Bowness, 
I  believe,  still  make  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Geo.  HoUand,  of  Winchester,  is  another 
maker  of  beetles.  I  have  dressed  with  orange 
and  yellow  floss  a  representation  of  the  long 
soldier  beetle  that  haunts  the  flowers  of  umbelli- 
ferous plants  in  summer  and  autumn.  The 
hackle  rendering  of  this  is  the  Soldier  Palmer, 
and  when  the  insect  is  in  flight  its  resemblance  to 
a  Soldier  Palmer  is  astonishing.  In  like  manner 
the  Cocb-y-bondhu  is  really  an  admirable  imita- 
tion of  the  Marlow  Buzz  in  flight.  But  as  the 
trout  seldom  see  either  insect  in  fligbt,  and  never 
in  flight  in  the  water,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the 
fish  should  take  either  the  one  or  the  other  buzz 
patterns  for  its  natural  prototypes. 

In  the  interesting  ai-ticle  by  "  Blackbeetle," 
which  occurred  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  14, 
1899,  there  is  an  excellent  description  of  a  simple 
method  of  dressing  blackbeetles.  But  why  does 
he  wind  the  hackle  after  he  has  tied  down  the 
wing  covers.*  Surely,  the  simplest  and  most 
natural  course  would  be  to  wind  the  hackle  after 
tying  down  the  body,  and  then  to  tie  down  the 
wing  covers  over  all. 

Limerick  hooks  and  round  bends  are  not  good 
shapes  for  beetles.  Snecks  or  Kirby's,  with 
shortish  shank  and  good  gape,  seem  the  most  use- 
ful shapes. 

While  he  sticks  to  facts  I  can  go  with  "  Black- 
beetle  " ;  but  when  he  soars  into  the  realms  of 
imagination,  and  suggests  that  the  Alexandra  and 
the  Zulu  are  taken  for  their  likeness  to  beetles, 
have  not  wings  to  follow  him. 

Mr.  Charles  Walker's  Corixa  is  not,  it  is  true, 
a  beetle,  but  it  is  of  beetle-like  shape  and  action. 

The  worst  of  the  beetle  is  that  it  is  apt  to  fall 
on  the  water  with  rather  a  smack.  It  should, 
therefore,  be  cast  a  little  behind,  or  at  the  side  of 
the  trout,  or  it  is  apt  to  scare  him.  In  lochs, 
reservoirs,  and  cauld  pools,  where  there  is  enough 
wind  to  produce  a  ripple,  this  is  not  very  material. 

Flight's  Fancy. 
Mr.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  writing  lately  in  the 
"  Correspondence "  columns  to  claim  for  his 
father,  the  late  David  Foster,  the  invention  of 
this  pattern,  made  one  observation  on  the  subject 
of  this  pattern  with  which  I  agree,  namely,  that 
it  is  an  en-or  to  call  it  a  fancy  fly.  Mr.  Halford, 
in  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology,"  though  he  keeps  the 
ancient  name  of  Flight's  Fancy,  classifies  the 
pattern  under  the  heading  of  "Imitations  of 
Natural  Insects."  But  why,  then,  did  he  put  the 
No.  1  Whitchurch,  the  very  best  imitation  of  the 
small  Light  Olive  of  May,  June,  and  July,  among 
the  fancy  flies. 

Fancy  Flies. 
Mr.  Halford  is  so  clear  a  thinker  that  one 
hesitates  to  infer  that  there  can  be  any  confusion 
of  thought  in  his  grouping  under  the  head  of 
"  Fancy  Flies."  Yet  here  we  find,  along  with  the 
Wickham,  the  Pink  Wickham,  and  the  Golden 
Dun  fnot  Mr.  Foster's  pattern),  such  flies  as  the 
No.  1  Whitchurch,  the  Badger  Quill  fan  un- 
doubted Dark  Spinner),  Saltoun,  and  Greenwell's 
Glory.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  logical  course  is 
to  make  two  divisions  of  this  group,  and  to  caU 
fancy  flies  such  flies  as  the  Wickham,  which  are 
not  referable  to  any  known  insect  whatever,  and 
such  flies  as  are  adorned  with  some  eccentric 
addition  such  as  a  topping  or  a  tag  of  golden 
pheasant's  tippet ;  and  to  call  such  flies  as  the 
undyed  Red  Quill  (which,  curiously  enough,  Mr. 
Halford  omits  altogether),  Greenwell's  Glory, 
and  any  other  flies  generally  typical  of  a  class, 
general  flies.  I  suspect,  indeed,  that  a  great  many 
of  our  standard  patterns  are  in  truth  general  flies. 
^  Val  Conson. 

To  Sfokthmkjj  — Borbftrrys,  of  20,  Haymarket,  London,  are 
now  offering,  at  half  price,  their  \HUH  model  and  stock  Bportin« 
garmentfi,  in  (gabardine,  combination,  and  rain-proofed  tweed; 
shooting  coatn,  2««.  3d.  and  31g.  6d. ;  breeches,  l.'is.  and  21h.; 
Borberry  capes  and  long  overcoats,  31s.  6d. ;  farmers' overcoats, 
liJt. ;  Scotch  stockings,  2i.  *d.  Sent  on  approval  on  receipt  of 
ehaqua  covering 

Okasti  Cbkkkt  Whiskt.— This  attractive  "pick-me-up"  Is 
a  pleasant  fArnbinatlon  of  Kent  Cherry  Juice  and  very  soft  old 
Scotch  Whisky.  Thi»  and  Grant's  MoreUa  Ohtrry  Brandy  are 
wM  by  Wine  MerchuitB. 


THE  DARENTH  IN  JANUARY. 


Fly  fishers  who  only  see  the  Darenth  in  her 
gorgeous  summer  dress  of  green  and  gold  would 
hardly  recognise  their  favouiite  as  she  appears, 
attired  as  for  a  ball,  in  white  and  diamonds. 
This  winter  the  effects  have  been  less  brilliant,  as 
snow  has  been  absent,  but  white  frost  has  some- 
times almost  supplied  its  place. 

When  this  has  melted,  and  the  water,  swollen 
by  recent  floods,  runs  sullenly  between  bare 
banks,  lined  with  the  ungainly  forms  of  leafless 
pollards,  the  Darenth  certainly  is  less  attractive 
than  when  rejoicing  in  her  summer  beauty. 

Yet,  to  the  angler,  a  walk  by  the  riverside 
always  has  charms,  especially  if  he  can  see  signs 
that  copious  rains  have  at  last  partially  restored 
the  level  of  the  depleted  springs. 

I  am  far  from  sure  that  this  is  the  case,  and  can 
only  suggest  that  there  is  at  least  good  hope  of 
some  improvement  in  the  condition  of  this  over 
"  water-company'd "  river.  It  is,  of  course, 
chiefly  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  stream  that 


Old  Tweed 

mischief  has  been  done  by  sinking  wells  to  tap 
the  springs  which  help  to  feed  the  river. 

From  the  appearance  of  water  at  Hawley  and 
below,  there  must  be  a  certain  amount  of  pollu- 
tion still  going  on,  but  if  the  supply  of  water  were 
ample  this  would  not  be  so  serious. 

With  regard  to  stocking,  it  is  likely  to  continue 
on  most  parts  of  the  river ;  and  our  old  favourite, 
Salmo  fario,  is  the  breed  selected.  Loch  Levens  and 
rainbows  being  considered  inferior  for  the  purpose. 
Some  years  ago  a  large  number  of  the  former 
were  introduced,  and  proved  free  risers;  but  as 
soon  as  floods  occurred  they  made  their  way  down- 
stream, and  were  only  heard  of  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dartf  ord,  where  occasional  specimens  were 
caught. 

The  spawning  season  having  been  an  open  one, 
and  the  floods  not  very  heavy,  a  good  lot  of  fry 
will  probably  be  seen  in  May,  and  a  few  may  sur- 
vive the  voracity  of  the  young  jack,  which  are  far 
from  being  exterminated  at  present.  In  the 
course  of  my  walk  I  climbed  the  hill  beyond  South 
Darenth,  and  saw  the  boys  in  "  The  Home  for 
Little  Boys  "  at  work  at  boot-making,  and  noticed 
the  admirable  arrangement  of  the  schools,  and 


playgrounds  with  their  giant-strides  and  swings, 
and  the  football  ground.  It  peems  to  me  that  on  a 
non-rising  afternoon  the  angler,  while  waiting  for 
the  evening  rise,  might  wfll  pay  a  visit  to  this 
well-managed  institute,  which  is  certainly  well 
worthy  of  any  support  he  may  care  to  give  it. 
Charities  like  these,  which  help  the  helpless  to 
learn  to  earn  their  bread,  are  among  the  most 
deserving ;  and  this  in  particular,  which  has  the 
Princess  of  Wales  among  its  patronesses,  is  quite 
above  all  suspicion  of  aVjuse  or  inefficiency. 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 


SOME  OLD  TWEED  SALMON  FLIES. 


The  illustrations  of  salmon  flies  given  herewith 
are  copied  from  the  coloured  plate  in  "  Stoddart's 
Angler's  Companion,"  published  more  than  fifty 
years  ago. 


A  FAMOUS  SALMON  FLY. 


The  Major. 
We  give  an  illustration  of  this  famous  salmon 
fly,  taken  from  "  Jones's   Guide  to  Norway," 
,  published  in  1S48,  with  the  original  dressing,  viz. : 


The  Major  (original  dressing). 

Tail. — Golden  pheasant  topping. 

Tip. — Silver  twist  and  crimson  silk. 

Body  (in  patches). — Pale  blue,  orange,  and 
claret  pig's  wool  (or  seal's  fur),  and  dark  blue 
ditto  under  the  shoulder. 

Legs. — Claret  hackle. 

Throat. — Guinea  hen  and  bustard. 

Bibbed. — Silver  twist  and  gold  twist. 

Wing. — Two  golden  pheasant  tippets,  two 
claret  hackles,  two  snipe  feathers,  sprigged  with 
bustard  and  Ai-gus  pheasant  feathers  ;  two  golden 
pheasant  toppings  over,  and  a  dyed  yellow  hackle 
surmounting  the  whole. 

A  standard  favourite  on  the  Namsen  according 
to  Jones. 


JOHN  KIRBY. 


In  noticing  the  portrait  of  "  John  Kirby,  the 
celebrated  angler,"  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
F.  G.,  we  mentioned  that  it  was  from  a  scarce 
little  book,  "  The  Angler's  Museum,"  which 
was,  we  thought,  not  mentioned  in  the  "  Biblio- 
theca  Piscatoria."  Among  some  old  angling 
books  advertised  as  for  sale  by  Mr.  Wm.  Brown, 
26,  Prince's-street,  Edinburgh,  in  his  catalogue 
No.  125,  -we  notice  "  The  Angler's  Museum  "  by 
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Thomas  Shirley,  offered  for  I83.  On  turning  to 
S.  in  the  "  Bibliothe«a  Piscatoria,"  we  find  a  full 
account  of  the  book  as  by  Thomas  Shirley,  with  a 
note  that  his  name  was  omitted  from  the  third 
edition,  the  one  we  have ;  and  another  to  the  effect 
that  John  Kirby  was  "  Keeper  of  Newgate,  and 
died  in  1804,  aged  80." 


THE  LOWER  AND  MID-THAMES  : 
WHERE  AND  HOW  TO  FISH  IT. 

[Concluded  from  page  74.) 

By  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


TABLE  OF  DISTANCES. 

Locks  and  Bridges  on  the  Lowee  and  Mid 
Thames. 

This  table  shows  the  distances  of  the  various 
locks  from  Teddington,  and  bridges  from 
Richmond : 


Locks. 

Distance 
from 
Teddington. 

1  Bridges. 

1 

Distance 
from 
Blchmond. 

M.  Fur.  Ch. 

M.  Fur.Ch. 

Molesey   

4 

6 

5 

Kingston  

4    3  5 

Sunbury  

7 

6 

3 

1  Hampton  Court 

7   2  4 

Shepperton    . . . 

11 

3 

8 

Walton   

12    0  3 

Chertsey  

13 

3 

7 

j  Chertsey  

15   7  8 

Penton  Hook  . . . 

15 

3 

3 

Staines   

19   7  4 

Bell  Weir 

18 

2 

0 

Albert   

24   4  9 

Old  Windsor 

21 

1 

4 

Victoria   

26   0  8 

Romney   

24 

1 

4 

Windsor  

27    2  2 

Boveney  

26 

4 

0 

Maidenhead   .  . 

33    6  5 

Bray  

29 

5 

4 

Cookbam  

37   0  4 

Boulter's  

31 

6 

4 

Marlow   

41    0  0 

Cookbam   

33 

7 

1 

Marlow   

38 

1 

8 

THE  TIDAL  WATER  OF  THE  THAMES. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  tidal  por- 
tion of  the  Thames  at  those  places  where  the  best 
fishing  is  to  be  obtained,  one  must  first  ascertain 
the  time  of  high  tide  at  London  Bridge,  and  then 
add  fifty-five  minutes  for  Kew,  seventy-five  min- 
utes for  Richmond,  eighty  minutes  for  Twicken- 
ham, and  eighty- five  minutes  for  Teddington, 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at 
London  Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Tedding- 
ton nt  3.25,  or,  eighty -five  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the 
tide  very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 
"THE    THAMES    FISHERY  BTE-LAWS." 
1893. 

Illegal  Ofeences. 
Trailing. 

"  No  person  shall  allow  any  rod  and  line,  or 
line  to  which  any  bait  or  hook,  natural  or  arti- 
ficial, is  attached,  to  be  drawn  or  trailed  from  any 
vessel  on  the  River  Thames." 

Live  and  Dead  Gorge  Fishing. 

"  No  person  shall  fish  for  pike  with  any  device 
or  tackle  that  does  not  admit  of  the  pike  taken 
therewith  being  returned  to  the  water  without  any 
serious  injury." 

Snatching  or  Snaring  of  Fish. 

"  No  person  shall  use  any  rod  and  line,  hook, 
wire,  snare,  or  other  device,  either  alone,  or  in 
connection  with  a  rod  and  line,  or  in  any  other 
way  so  as  to  take  fish  by  means  of  foul  hooking, 
snatching,  or  snaring  in  any  part  of  the  River 
Thames." 

Night  Lines  and  Fixed  Hooks. 
"  No  night  hook,  night  line,  nor  fixed  hook  or 
line  shall  be  used  in  the  River  Thames  above 
London  Bridge." 

Illegal  Device. 
"  No  spear,  gaft",  strikehawl,  or  other  instrument 
of  a  like  nature,  or  any  other  device  used  in  the 
manner  such  instruments  are  usually  employed, 
shall  be  used  in  any  part  of  the  River  Thames, 
provided  that  this  Bye-law  shall  not  apply  to  any 
person  using  a  gaff,  or  auxiliary  to  angling  for 
pike  with  a  rod  and  line." 

Illegal  Possession  of  Fish. 
"  Any  person  who  shall  have  in  his  possession, 
on,  near,  or  adjoining  the  River  Thames,  any  fish 
of  less  dimensions  than  those  specified  in  the  last 
preceding  Bye-law  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty 
of  an  offence  against  such  Bye-law,  unless  he 


prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  before  which 
he  is  tried  that  he  was  lawfully  in  possession  of 
such  fish." 

Obstruction  of  Fish. 
"  No  person  shall  put  down  in  any  part  of  the 
River  Thames,  at  the  mouth  of  any  brook,  creek, 
river,  or  back-water,  communicating  with  the 
River  Thames,  or  running  into  the  said  River,  or 
at  any  mill,  sluice,  race,  or  branch  of  the  said 
River,  any  net  or  device  whatever  to  stop,  catch, 
or  hinder  any  fish,  spawn,  or  fry  of  fish  from 
coming  into,  or  going  out  of  the  River  Thames." 
Fixed  Nets. 

"  No  net  in  any  part  of  the  River  Thames  shall 
be  fixed  or  attached  to  the  soil,  or  made  station- 
ary in  any  way,  and  a  net  held  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  a  boat  or  boats,  that  is  or  are  moored 
or  anchored,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  fixed  net  for 
the  purposes  of  this  Bye-law." 

Information  to  Awglebs. 
Sizes  of  Fish. 
Pike  or  jack  (all  extreme  length),  18in. ;  perch, 
Sin. ;  chub,  lOin. ;  roach,  7in. ;  dace.  Gin.  ;  barbel, 
16in. ;  trout,  16in. ;    bream,  lOin. ;  carp,  lOin. ; 
tench,  8in. ;  rudd,  Gin. ;  gudgeon,  4in. 

Close  Season. 

"  In  that  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  is 
situated  above  London  Bridge,  no  person  shall 
fish  with  or  use  any  rod  and  line  between  March 
15  and  June  15,  both  inclusive,  except  a  rod  and 
line  for  taking  trout,  and  fished  with  an  artificial 
fly.  or  with  a  spinning  or  live  bait." 

"  No  fish  found  in  the  part  of  the  River 
Thames  above  London  Bridge  may  be  taken 
between  March  15  and  June  15  following,  both 
inclusive,  except  trout,  and  roach,  dace,  gudgeon, 
bleak,  and  minnows,  taken  as  herein  provided,  as 
bait  for  trout." 

Season  for  Trout  Fishing. 

From  April  1  to  September  10  inclusive. 
Bait  for  Anglers. 

"  Roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  bleak,  or  minnows,  for 
use  as  bait,  provided  that  no  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  in  his  possession,  or  under  his 
control,  more  than  fifty  of  such  fish  for  use  as  bait 
at  any  one  time,  or  to  take  by  himself,  his  ser- 
vants, or  agents,  more  than  fifty  of  such  fish,  on 
any  day." 

Limit  in  the  Number  of  Rods. 
"  No  rod  and  line  shaU  be  used  except  when 
fished  with  either  a  natural  or  artificial  bait  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  no  person  shall  fish  with 
more  than  two  rods  and  lines  at  the  same  time." 

Nets  allowed  to  Anglers. 

"  The  following  nets  and  no  others  may  be  used 
by  all  persons,  for  all  fish :  a  minnow  net,  a  land- 
ing net,  and  a  hand  or  well  net." 

"  A  landing  net  by  a  person  angling,  or  by  an 
assistant  to  a  person  angling,  and  as  auxiliary  to 
angling  with  a  rod  and  line,  to  land  fish  hooked 
on  a  line  by  the  person  fishing." 

"  A  MiNNOVF  NET  by  a  person  angling,  or  about 
to  angle,  or  his  servant,  or  agent,  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  minnows  for  bait,  to  be  used  for 
angling  in  the  River  Thames." 

Use  of  Bait  Net. 
"  A  CASTING  or  bait  net  may  only  be  used  by 
Assistant  River-keepers,  in  obtaining  bait  to  be 
used   by    persons    for  angling  in  the  River 
Thames." 

Night  Fishing  Limited  to  Bank  Anglers. 
"  No  person  shall  fish  for,  take,  or  attempt  to 
take,  by  any  means  whatever,  in  that  part  of  the 
River  Thames  as  lies  above  the  City  Stone  at 
Staines,  nor  from  any  vessel  in  that  part  of  the 
River  Thames  as  lies  between  the  City  Stone  and 
London  Bridge,  any  fish  between  the  expiration 
of  the  first  hour  after  sunset,  and  the  last  hour 
before  sunrise.' 


General. 
Talcing  of  Fish  for  Scientific  Purposes. 
"  Nothing  in  these  Bye -laws  shall  prevent  any 
person,  provided  he  has  the  previous  consent  in 
writing  of  the  Conservators  under  their  common 
seal,  from  obtaining  fish  for  the  purpose  of  arti- 
ficial propagation,  and  other  scientific  purposes, 
from  any  part  of  the  River  Thames,  or  from 
having  in  his  possession  salmon  roe  or  trout  roe 


for  any  of  these  purposes,  or  from  taking,  or 
attempting  to  take  salmon  or  trout  when  spawn- 
ing or  near  the  spawning  beds." 

Abolition  of  Netting. 
Section  9  provides  there  shall  be  no  nets  used 
by  the  netsmen,  "  except  in  that  part  of  the  River 
Thames  as  lies  between  Isleworth  Church  Ferry 
and  London  Bridge." 

Penalties. 

"Any  person  acting  in  contravention  of  the 
foregoing  Bye-laws,  or  any  of  them,  shall,  for 
every  such  act  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
£5,  and  may,  on  the  direction  of  the  Court,  forfeit 
any  net,  engine,  device,  apparatus,  or  fish,  found 
in  his  possession  or  control.  Every  such  penalty 
shall  be  recovered  in  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  and  shaU  be  applied 
in  manner  directed  by  the  Thames  Acts  1857  to 
1885 

Rewards 

Will  be  given  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society  on  the  conviction  of  offenders. 


CONCERNING  DACE,  &c. 


Many  anglers  often  go  to  considerable  expense 
and  waste  much  valuable  time  in  fishing  for  dace 
at  certain  periods  of  the  year  in  swims  they  do 
not  frequent.  At  the  opening  of  the  season,  and 
all  through  the  summer,  anglers  may  often  be 
seen  fishing  for  dace  in  eddies  from  8ft.  to  9ft.  in 
depth ;  comparatively  quiet  eddies,  which  would  be 
excellent  swims  for  winter  fishing  with  the  float, 
and  baiting  with  the  tail  end  of  a  weU-scoured 
maiden  lob,  "  cockspur,"  brandling  worm,  or  a 
small  bunch  of  gentles,  according  to  the  state  of 
the  water.  At  the  commencement  of  the  season 
dace  will  be  found  for  the  most  part  in  swift 
currents,  in  rather  shallow  eddies,  in  close 
proximity  to  sharp  streams  from  3ft.  to  5ft.  in 
depth,  near  where  two  streams  join,  or  where  the 
under  current  causes  the  water  to  dimple  as  it 
gurgles  and  swirls  along,  by  broken  banks  and 
bends  of  rivers,  and  swift  runs  from  weirs  and  mill 
pools,  where  the  purest  water  can  be  found. 
Having  for  certain  discovered  the  habitat  of 
dace,  they  may  frequently  be  captui-ed  by  either 
ledgering  with  or  without  a  float.  In  the 
former  case  the  run  should  be  a  moderately 
fast  gravelly  swim  or  scour  about  4ft.  or  5ft.  in 
depth,  baiting  either  with  caddis  grubs,  gentles,  or 
worms.  In  the  latter  style,  the  bullet  should 
be  just  large  enough  to  enable  the  angler  to  feel 
and  keep  a  hold  on  the  ground,  with  a  hole  as 
wide  as  possible  to  reduce  the  resistance  in  strik- 
ing ;  and  to  prevent  the  line  from  being  frayed 
the  sharp  edges  of  the  aperture  should  be  rounded 
off  with  a  penknife.  The  fine  2ft.  gut  tackle 
should  be  without  weight,  and  the  only  split  shot 
used  should  be  one  nipped  on  the  fine  line  about 
two  inches  above  the  loop  of  the  gut  on  which  the 
bullet  should  rest.  If  a  pellet  of  ground-bait  be 
squeezed  round  the  bullet,  it  should  always  be 
made  stiff  and  adhesive  enough  to  remain  on  the 
bottom  for  a  few  minutes,  so  that  the  swim  may 
get  the  fuU  benefit  of  it.  By  using  a  No.  1  plait 
line  the  angler  can  feel  and  keep  a  hold  on  the 
ground  with  a  comparatively  small  bullet  with  a 
tolerable  length  of  line  out,  even  in  rather 
sharpish  streams.  The  fine  line  offers  very  little 
resistance  to  the  current,  so  little,  in  fact,  that  on 
many  occasions  I  have  had  capital  sport  both  with 
roach  and  dace  when  pursuing  this  style  of 
ledgering.  The  bullet  should  be  cast  gently 
downstream  with  a  regular,  even  sweep  of 
the  rod,  where  one  wishes  the  bait  to  be  held, 
where  one  knows  from  past  experience  that  it  can 
be  held,  and  where  a  fish  can  be  struck  from  the 
firmly  skidded  reel.  It  requires  considerable  skill 
to  strike,  say,  a  roach,  from  20yds.  to  30yds.  from 
the  rod  tip  when  using  a  bullet  with  a  small 
bunch  of  gentles.  Let  him  sti-jke  how  and  when 
he  likes,  I  need  scarcely  tell  the  novice  that  a  rod 
too  whippy  is  an  absolute  nuisance.  Harking 
back  to  fishing  for  dace  with  the  float,  as  described 
above,  if  the  rod  be  sufiiciently  stiff  to  enable  the 
angler  to  strike  a  dace  very  quickly  at  the  slightest 
bob  or  twitch  of  the  float,  nothing  more  need  be 
said ;  but  I  have  sometimes  heard  an  angler  say, 
"  The  rod  I  use  for  bottom  fishing  for  roach  and 
dace  weighs  only  8oz.,  9o/..,  or  lOoz.,"  as  the  case 
may  be.  More  often  than  not  a  12oz.  rod  is 
recommended,  and  very  proper  too;  but  it  was 
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only  the  other  day  I  read  of  someone  advising 
anglers  to  use  an  8oz.  rod.  Very  well,  I  wish  all 
those  who  use  similar  rods  joy  of  them. 
Personally,  I  prefer  a  rod  possessing  a  little  more 
backbone  for  the  job.  I  have  frequently  seen  an 
angler  using  a  rod  so  whippy  that,  on  striking, 
the  point  has  dipped  forward  so  sharply  that 
slack  line  ensued,  and  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  strike  his  fish.  In  other  words,  the  rod  was 
not  stiff  enough  to  enable  the  angler  to  send  the 
hook  home  in  a  moment.  With  respect  to  hook- 
ing fish  successfully,  either  when  ledgering  or 
floating,  an  angler  should  be  able  to  tell  from  the 
feel  and  action  of  a  rod  whether  it  possesses  the 
exact  rigidity  required  or  not.  If  he  cannot,  he 
might  just  as  well  use  an  8oz.  fly  rod  for  the 
purpose  mentioned. 

Pegging. — When  holding  a  6in.  or  7in.  thin 
porcupine  float  still  in  a  moderately  fast  current, 
with  the  butt  of  the  rod  pressed  in  the  left  groin, 
and  the  rod  held  straight  outfrom  the  surface  from 
2ft.  to  3ft.,  with  the  nose  of  the  float  standing  out 
like  a  snag,  and  no  other  portion  of  it  can  be  seen, 
with  the  two  lowest  shots  resting  on  the  bottom, 
with  the  bottom  shot  ten  or  twelve  inches  from 
the  hook,  the  angler  should  strike  directly  from 
the  reel  with  his  left  hand  at  the  merest  pluck, 
dip,  or  bob  of  the  float  with  a  sharp  twitch  of  the 
rod  top  upstream.  Not  an  upward  stroke  as  in 
ordinary  angling,  but  with  the  rod  held  almost 
level.  Everything  required  should  be  ready 
before  commencing  this  "pegging"  business — 
landing  net,  basket,  ground  and  hook  baits — and 
the  angler  should  remain  seated  as  low  down  and 
out  of  sight  as  possible,  until  he  finally  leaves 
the  swim.  Unless  one  is  very  clever  at  striking, 
many  fish  will  be  missed.  On  the  other  hand, 
striking  can  be  done  with  such  ease  and  quickness 
that,  when  one  is  even  dozing,  fish  can  sometimes 
be  struck  from  the  feel  alone.  I  say,  use  a  long 
thin  porcupine  float,  because  not  only  does  it 
extend  the  slope  or  slant  of  the  line  and  tackle 
better  than  a  short  stubby  float,  but  offers  much 
less  resistance  to  the  current,  and  enables  the 
angler  to  strike  more  successfully.  By  adopting 
this  method,  and  sitting  very  still,  not  only  dace, 
but  several  sorts  of  fish  can  be  caught  from 
5yds.  to  8yds.  in  a  clear,  and  from  2yds.  to  3yds. 
from  the  rod  in  a  discoloured  water.  Of  course 
fish  can  be  caught  at  longer  distances,  but 
from  oyds.  to  Syds.  is  a  good  length  for  all 
practical  purposes.  In  this  style  of  fishing  the 
novice  should  not  forget  that  the  further  off  the 
float  is  held  the  more  difficult  it  is  to  hook  his  fish. 
Carefully  take  the  depth,  and  fix  the  float  so  that, 
say,  the  two  lowest  shots  rest  on  the  bottom,  for 
you  must  understand  that  the  gut  and  hook 
below  the  lowest  shot  have  nothing  to  do  with 
forming  the  true  slant  from  the  bottom  of  the 
float  to  the  shot,  lead,  or  weight  resting  on  the 
bottom.  What  I  mean  is,  if  the  novice  fixed  the 
float,  say,  15in.  or  18in.  deeper  than  the  water  in 
a  fastish  stream,  from  the  uppermost  cap  to  the 
hook,  instead  of  to  the  lowest  shot,  he  would  find 
this  not  sufficient,  and  have  to  increase  the 
distance  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  float  should  be 
anchored  as  lightly  as  possible,  not  only  to  allow 
the  current  to  play  on  the  tackle  and  bait,  and 
thus  reduce  the  resistance  in  a  fish  taking  it  next 
to  nil,  but  also  to  enable  the  angler  to  be  at  them 
in  a  moment. 

The  bait  may  be  allowed  to  go  downstream  any 
distance  the  novice  pleases  by  casting  out  into 
the  deeper  water,  but  when  the  reel  is  stopped 
the  float  will  soon  make  to  the  side,  until 
nineteen  times  out  of  twenty  it  will,  or  at  any 
rate  should,  remain  with  its  nose  out  like  a  snag 
in  a  direct  line  with  the  rod  top.  Ledger  tackles 
can  be  constructed  from  a  single  barleycorn  to  a 
heavy  Thames  lead,  to  suit  almost  any  swim,  but 
this  method  of  ledgering  with  a  float  is  admirably 
adapted  for  straight  level  runs  of  water,  with  a 
sandy,  gravelly  bottom,  from  4ft.  to  6ft.  in  depth, 
where  the  angler  can  sit  close  to  his  swim  and 
hold  his  float  as  described,  and  where  the  best 
fish  can  often  Vje  caughfc,  either  in  a  discoloured 
or  gin-bright  water ;  but  it  should  be  remembered 
that  da«e  have  a  knack  of  ripping  up  worms, 
and  also  biting  off  any  loose  hanging  ends 
without  being  caught,  and  a  tyro  will  be  surprised 
to  find  what  a  numW  of  fish  may  be  missed  on 
this  account,  and  act  accordingly.  For  this 
reason  he  should  not  forget  to  let  his  worms  be 
well  scoured  and  as  tough  as  possible. 

Old  Angler. 


THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 


The  annual  dinner  of  this  club  took  place  on 
Wednesday  evening  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  and  was 
most  successful  in  every  way,  thanks  in  no  slight 
measure  to  the  admirable  arrangements  of  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  club,  Mr.  T.  B.  Vernon. 

Sir  Samuel  Montagu,  Bart,  M.P.,  presided,  the 
vice-chairmen  being  Mr.  William  Senior  (president 
of  the  club),  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (hon  treasurer), 
Mr.  Hedley  F.  Norris  (hon.  librarian),  Mr.  Basil 
Field,  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford,  Mr.  D.  Wilson, 
and  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  T.  Bo  water  Vernon. 

The  committee  was  also  represented  by  Mr. 
Reginald  E.  Booker,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John 
Bickerdyke  "),  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  Mr.  Arthur  N. 
Gilbey,  Mr.  H.  E.  Gribble,  Mr.  T.  P.  Hawksley, 
Mr.  N.  Lloyd,  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  Dr.  G.  H.  Orton. 
Mr.  Arthur  Price,  and  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues ; 
and  among  the  members  present  were  :  Mr. 
W.  C.  Allen,  Mr.  Harold  Ansdell,  Mr.  L.  W. 
BangS;  Mr.  A.  B.  Blythe,  Mr.  J.  J.  Bolding, 
Mr.  C.  G.  Burrow,  Mr.  G.  J.  Chattei-ton, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Oollingham,  Mr.  G.  L.  Dickin,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Donbavand,  Oapt.  R.  Dymond,  Mr.  W. 
Edmonds,  jun.,  Mr.  A.  E.  Franklin,  Dr.  E.  C. 
Frend,  Mr.  A.  Godwin,  Mr.  Henry  G.  Green, 
Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  Mr.  H.  H.  Holt, 
Col.  W.  W.  Hooper,  Mr.  A.  Gwynne  James, 
Rev.  F.  G.  Johnson,  Mr.  A.  0.  Kent,  Mr.  D.  E. 
Laurie,  Mr.  W.  F.  Laurie,  Mr.  W.  B.  Leaf,  Mr. 
Montagu  Luff,  Mr.  D.  Mackintosh,  Mr.  F.  R. 
Ohlson,  Mr.  John  Paterson,  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton 
("  Sarcelle  "),  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  Mr.  C.  G.  J.  Port, 
Mr.  E.  J.  Power,  Capt.  T.  Burnett  Ramsey,  Mr.  P. 
St.  Quintin,  Mr.  R.  S.  St.  Quintin,  Dr.  W.  J. 
Seward,  Mr.  B.  W.  Smurthwaite,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Taylor,  Mr.  A.  R.  Ticehurst,  M.R.C.S.,  Mr.  N.  F. 
Ticehurst,  Mr.  Charles  Walker,  Mr.  R.  W. 
Walker,  Mr.  E.  Williamson,  Mr.  Johnson  Watson, 
Mr.  H.  D.  Willock,  Dr.  J.  Young,  &c. 

The  visitors  and  guests  present  included  Sir 
Thomas  Wardle,  Louis  S.  Montagu-Franklin, 
Lt.-Col.  H.  J.  Robbins,  Mr.  Kennedy  Jones, 
Mr.  E.  P.  Marston,  Mr.  Alfd.  Holcombe,  Mr.  H. 
Malins,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  Mr.  P.  Budy,  Mr. 
A.  E.  Bennett,  Mr.  E.  P.  Landon,  Mr.  F.  H. 
Gould,  Mr.  W.  A.  Hawkins,  Mr.  R.  J.  Forrest, 
Mr.  J.  Attenborough,  Mr.  A.  Williams,  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews,  Mr.  H.  M.  Thin,  Mr.  L.  Davis, 
Mr.  L.  B.  Rawling,  Mr.  C.  Schohfield,  Mr. 
Dalgety  Henderson,  Mr.  G.  E.  Nathan,  Mr. 
C.  Mackintosh,  Dr.  Fox,  Mr.  A.  Matthews, 
Mr.  W.  Tatham  Hughes,  Major  Cumber- 
land, Mr.  R.  M.  Montgomery,  Mr.  W.  A. 
CockereU,  Mr.  W.  B.  Tegetmeier,  Mr.  Neil 
McNeil,  Messrs.  A.  and  C.  Nuthall,  Mr.  G. 
E.  Nathan,  Mr.  P.  St.  Quintin,  Mr.  Mark 
Morton,  Mr.  H.  C.  Willock,  Mr.  W.  J.  Mills, 
Mr.  S.  Knight,  Mr.  S.  Allcock,  Mr.  J.  Watson, 
Mr.  W.  Russell.  Mr.  W.  M.  Colles,  Mr.  R.  A. 
Hewat,  Mr.  C.  Collette,  Mr.  R.  Cuthbert,  Mr.  J. 
Bremner.  M.D.,  Mr.  G.  J.  Leslie,  Mr.  W.  Jesser 
Coope,  Mr.  O.  Hicks,  Mr.  H.  L.  W.  Godwin,  Mr. 
T.  Plummer,  Major  Hon.  W.  Coke,  Mr.  C.  A.  M. 
Skues,  Mr.  W.  H.  Haslam,  Mr.  R.  O.  Smith,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Hawksley,  Mr.  H.  J.  LyaU. 

The  programme  was  illustrated  with  portraits 
of  the  chairman  of  the  evening,  and  of  the 
president  of  the  club,  Mr.  Senior.  On  the  back 
was  a  copy  of  the  excellent  group  of  fish  from 
Stoddart's  "Angler's  Companion,"  lent  by  the 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Grace  having  been  said  by  the  Rev.  G.  E. 
Mackie,  an  excellent  dinner  was  served,  and  at  the 
conclusion,  "  For  these  and  all  Thy  mercies 
given  "  was  sung. 

The  Chairman,  who  was  received  with  loud 
applause,  said  :  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — I 
have  the  honour  to  propose  the  "  Health  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family." 
(Applause.)  It  is  a  pleasure  to  us  to  know  that 
so  many  members  of  the  Royal  Family  are  fly 
fishers.  I  have  recently  heard  that  the  Duke  of 
York — our  future  King — has  taken  to  fly  fishing, 
and  he  will  make  none  the  worse  a  King  for  that. 
(Loud  applause.)  But  perhaps  you  are  not  aware 
of  the  fact  that  Her  Majesty  in  olden  times  took 
.an  interest  in  salmon  fishing.  (Hear,  hear.)  Her 
Majesty  and  Prince  Albert  honoured  by  a  visit 
Mr.  Thomas  Fleming,  the  fonner  owner  of  the 
place  I  have  in  Hampshire,  and  she  and  the 
Prince  went  to  what  is  now  my  salmon  pool  and 
witnessed  the  capture  of  a  salmon.  Her  Majesty 
graciously  accepting  the  fish.    (Cheers.)    I  feel 


sure  some  of  the  descendants  of  that  fish  still 
inhabit  the  pool,  and  I  am  sure  they  would  Hitcri- 
fice  their  lives — at  any  rate,  I  am  sure  their  lives 
would  be  sacrificed — (laughter) — for  the  service 
of  Her  Majesty.  I  am  sure  you  will  all  join  with 
me  in  expressing  our  sympathy  with  the  Royal 
House  in  the  loss  that  they  have  just  sustained, 
and  trust  that  they  may  sustain  no  further 
bereavement. 

The  toast  was  loyally  received,  and  the 
National  Anthem  sung. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  the 
Marquis  of  Granby,  much  regretting  his  inability 
to  be  present,  and  announced  that  similar  letters 
of  regret  had  been  received  from  many  other 
members,  among  whom  were  the  Hon.  Sir 
Ford  North,  the  Rev.  G.  Glover  ("  Cotswold 
Isys  "),  the  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  Veitch,  Lieut.-Col.  H. 
Murray,  Major  Traheme,  Major  Turle,  Mr.  Archd. 
Young  (who  had  sent  the  club  a  present  of  his 
recent  book,  "  Summer  Sailings  by  an  Old  Yachts- 
man "),  Dr.  Wyman,  Mr.  Arthur  Batchelor,  Mr. 
R.  E.  Brandt,  Mr.  J.  A.  Nicholay,  Mr.  J.  T.  P. 
Pechey,  Mr.  W.  Pingo  Horton,  Mr.  R.  H.  W.  Leach, 
Mr.  Alfred  Roscoe,  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas,  F.R.S., 
and  Mr.  J.  T.  Hodson. 

The  Chairman  then  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club,"  which  was  received 
with  loud  cheers.  He  said :  Mr.  President  and 
Gentlemen,  —  I  am  glad  that  we  have  now 
begun  to  smoke,  because  if  I  should  make 
a  slip  a  puff  or  two  will  serve  to  restore 
my  balance.  (Laughter.)  I  have  now  to  propose 
the  principal  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Success  to 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club."  (Cheers.)  In  doing 
so  let  me  explain  in  a  few  words  how  it  comes  to 
pass  that  I  preside  for  the  first  time  in  my  life 
at  a  West-end  banquet.  (Laughter.)  Perhaps 
one  reason  may  suffice :  that  I  have  never  been 
invited  before.  (Laughter.)  At  all  events,  I 
have  never  been  invited  to  anything  in  a 
similar  line.  I  have  been  invited  before, 
but  it  has  always  been  to  a  charity  dinner, 
and  I  have  contented  myseK  by  sending 
my  mite  and  sparing  the  charity  the  cost  of  the 
dinner.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  have  always  considered  it  a 
barbarous  idea  to  think  that  you  must  fill  a  man's 
stomach  before  you  can  empty  his  purse. 
(Laughter.)  In  this  case  there  is  no  such  pur- 
pose and  no  such  waste.  It  is  simply  a  gathering 
of  sociable  men,  and  would  be  perfectly  enjoyable 
to  me  if  I  occupied  a  less  onerous  position.  Your 
hon.  secretary  kindly  sent  me  a  report  of  all  the 
speeches  of  my  predecessors.  It  was  done  with  a 
kindly  intention,  but  I  found  them  very  painful 
reading.  (Laughter.)  In  looking  through  them 
I  was  filled  with  despair,  only  modified  in  one 
respect,  because  the  speeches  were  commendably 
brief.  I  found  all  my  best  points  were  antici- 
pated, and  had  to  cast  about  to  try  to  find 
some  bye-path  of  my  own.  Several  chairmen 
lamented  their  inexperience  in  public  speaking, 
but  my  position  as  a  member  of  Pai'liament  cuts 
off  even  that  excuse,  although  there  are  in  both 
Houses  many  silent  members,  and  also  members 
who  cannot  speak  and  yet  do  so.  (Laughter.) 
WeU,  I  will  honestly  say  I  am  glad  that  my  speech 
precedes  that  of  your  President,  Mr.  Senior,  who 
is  a  born  orator  and  a  mighty  angler.  (Applause.) 
I  was  very  much  impressed  on  one  occasion  when 
I  heard  him  return  thanks — I  think,  for  the  Press — 
and  I  recognised  his  skill  as  an  angler  when  he 
hooked  me,  I  think,  eighteen  months  ago. 
(Laughter.)  That  was  a  long  cast  up  the  river  of 
time,  but  from  his  point  of  view  it  was  successful.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  was  so  successful  from 
yours — (laughter)  —  and  he  landed  "  a  fifteen 
stimner,"  whom  you  see  at  the  present  time. 
(Laughter.)  I  suppose  I  was  hypnotised  and 
gave  my  acceptance  recklessly,  like  the  spend- 
thi-ift  who,  when  he  gave  his  acceptance,  said, 
"  Oh,  that  matter  is  finally  settled  1 "  (Laughter.) 
You  may  have  heard  of  the  Sultan  who  wanted 
to  get  rid  of  a  minister,  and  with  that  object 
commanded  him  to  teach  his  dog  to  speak. 
The  minister,  or  I  shoiUd  say  gi-and  vizier, 
agi-eed  to  teach  it,  but  asked  for  a  year  for 
the  purpose.  His  friends  reproached  him 
for  undertaking  such  a  task,  but  he  said, 
"My  friends,  a  year  is  a  long  time;  before 
the  end  I  may  die,  the  Sultan  may  die,  or,  what  is 
still  more  likely,  the  dog  may  die.  (Laughter.) 
Now,  your  President,  Mr.  Senior,  appears  to  me 
to  be  veiy  much  alive,  and  quite  as  well  as 
eighteen  months  ago  when  he  sought  me  out. 
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He  made  one  omission.  He  did  not  prohibit  my 
introducing  my  fads.  He  did  not  probibit  my 
introducing  the  two  things  with  which  I  have  been 
most  assoi'iated,  bimetallism  and  decimal  weights 
and  measures — (loud  laughter) — and  having  been 
forestalled  in  so  many  points  by  my  predei'essors, 
I  assume  I  am  at  liberty  to  introduce  those 
interestinff  subjects.  (Renewed  laughter.)  All 
anglers,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  bimetallists. 
They  think  a  lo*-,  and  are  men  of  moderate  means, 
and  rely  on  silver  for  their  daily  expenditure. 
They  like  their  sport  to  have  a  silvery  appear- 
ance, and  prefer  the  clouds  to  be  silvery  rather 
than  golden,  except,  perhaps,  at  lunch  time. 
(Laughter.)  Let  me  tell  you  a  story  about  a 
fish.  When  the  bimetallic  controversy  was  at  its 
height  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  was  about 
the  time  that  I  sent  a  salmon  to  my  near  neigh- 
bours, including  Sir  William  Harcourt  at  Mal- 
wood.  I  sent  him  a  fine  fish  about  twenty 
pounds  in  weight,  and  he  wrote  me  in  reply : 
"  Dear  Montagu, — I  have  received  your  bi- 
metallic fish.  It  is  as  bright  as  silver, 
and  worth  its  weight  in  gold."  (Laughter.) 
Now  I  will  leave  bimetallism  for  decimal  weights 


and  those  stories  frequently  contain  exaggerations 
as  to  the  number  and  weight  of  the  fish  which  they 
have  lost.  (No,  no.)  I  do  not  think  that  as  a 
rule  those  exaggerations  are  premeditated — they 
are  natural  exaggerations.  (Laughter.)  Disap- 
pointment acts  likf'  alcohol,  and  tends  to  increase 
the  vision,  and  so  to  increa^ie  the  number  and 
weit;ht  of  the  fish  that  have  been  lost.  It  is  asserted 
that  in  all  countries  there  is  a  similarity  in  the 
evolution  of  fables  and  folk  lore,  and  even  in 
Japan  there  is  a  proverb  that  the  fish  is  larger  in 
the  water  than  it  is  on  land.  (Laughter.)  Pos- 
sibly water  has  a  magnifying  effect.  At  any  rate, 
it  would  be  most  interesting  if  you  gentlemen  here 
could  tabulate  the  natural  exaggerations  of  fish 
that  are  lost  and  afterwards  recaptured.  If  you 
were  to  do  this,  and  strike  an  average,  we 
might  easily  rectify  the  weights  given  of  fish 
lost.  If  I  were  pressed  to  fix  a  figure 
which  would  indicate  the  natural  exaggera- 
tion in  that  respect,  I  should  say  a  third. 
(Laughter.)  The  actual  weight  of  the  fish  lost, 
if  tested,  would  prove  about  two-thirds  of  the 
imaginary  weight.  If  a  friend  said  he  had  lost  a 
61b.  fish  I  should  put  it  down  at  41b.,  and  if  he 


the  gratings  and  the  bank,  by  which  it  was 
evident  they  had  escaped  and  gone  up  the  water. 
We  searched  with  a  cast  net,  and  got  some 
hundreds  of  fry,  which  we  put  back,  and  the  pro- 
cess of  fattening  went  on.  I  was  very  proud  of 
these  fish,  but  my  pride  had  a  fall.  Mr.  Andrews 
paid  me  a  visit,  and  I  showed  him,  with  great 
glee,  these  fish  which  I  was  fattening,  and  what 
do  you  think  he  said  ?  You  will  never  guess. 
He  said  they  were  sticklebacks ;  we  call  them  in 
the  North  "jHck  sharps."  (Laughter.)  After 
that  display  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  my 
keeper — (laughter) — I  gave  up  all  attempts  at 
pisciculture.  If  I  am  not  boring  you,  I  should 
like  to  tell  you  one  more  story.  I  have  told  it  to 
some  of  you  already,  but  I  trust  to  their  altruism 
to  allow  me  to  give  it  again  to-night.  I  call  it 
the  story  of  my  "  political  fish."  In  a  non- 
political  gathering  like  this  wild  horses  would 
not  drag  frem  me  the  name  of  the  party 
to  which  that  fish  properly  belongs.  It  was  in 
1892,  after  my  third  political  contest.  I  was 
worn  out,  and  took  the  best  course,  you  will  say, 
to  recuperate  by  going  to  fish  in  Hampshire.  It 
was  a  miserably  fine  day — sunshine  and  no  wind 
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and  measures.  I  am  sure  these  weights  should 
be  recommended  to  anglers,  who  like  to  be  most 
accurate  in  the  weights  of  the  fish  they  capture. 
(Laughter.)  Therefore  they  should  use  centi- 
grammes and  millimetres  in  giving  the  weight  and 
dimensions  of  the  fish  they  capture.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude  to  the 
Scottish  fishermen,  because  the  Scottish  Fishery 
Board  is  the  first  Government  department  to  use 
the  metrical  system  in  dealing  with  fish.  Now,  let  me 
turn  from  my  fads  and  come  back  to  my  toast. 
The  success  of  the  Ply  Pishers'  Club  depends  a 
great  deal  upon  your  having  a  clubhouse  of  your 
own.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  myself  would  hardly  like 
to  live  in  a  flat.  I  prefer  a  dwelling-house  with  a 
street  door  of  my  own,  and  I  feel  sure  you  think 
so  too.  (Hear,  hear.)  But  all  this  has  been  said 
before,  and  unless  you  keep  pegging  away  nothing 
will  be  done.  I  have  a  neighbour  who  wovild  be 
willing  to  become  a  member  if  you  had  a  'club- 
house of  your  own — I  fancy  he  will  not  wait  for 
that,  but  still  it  is  a  most  desirable  improvement. 
Now,  anglers,  as  a  rule,  enjoy  more  than  any 
other  people  the  stories  of  their  fellow  anglers. 


said  91b.  I  should  put  it  down  at  61b.  I  will  give 
an  illustration  of  that  theory.  A  friend  of  mine, 
who  was  an  expert  fisherman — and  he  must  have 
been  expert  because  he  hooked  a  fish  in  my  salmon 
pool — (laughter) — insisted  on  my  playing  it.  I 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  let  the  fish  take 
the  line  freely  off  the  reel,  and  it  got  off  with  half 
my  friend's  cast  line.  He  had  caught  sight  of  it, 
and  said,  "  Oh,  you  have  lost  a  grand  fish.  It 
weighed  at  least  91b."  Shortly  afterwards  we 
netted  the  fish  in  the  pool,  and  we  found 
one  with  the  fly  in  its  mouth,  and  we  found 
it  was  a  grilse,  and  weighed  about  S^lb. 
(Laughter.)  One  of  my  predecessors  in  this 
chair  spoke  about  fishculture.  Allow  me  to  give 
you  an  account  of  my  first  and  last  attempt  at 
fishculture.  The  late  Mr.  Andrews,  whom  many 
of  you  knew,  presented  me  with  ten  thousand 
sea  trout.  I  had  a  suitable  place  prepared  in  the 
river,  with  fine  gratings  above  and  below,  and  my 
keeper  said  it  was  necessary  to  feed  them  on 
mincemeat,  to  which  I  consented.  After  a  few 
days  we  found  they  had  all  disappeared,  and  my 
keeper  showed  me  a  small  space  between  one  of 


— and  I  did  not  get  a  touch  the  whole  day  long. 

About  seven  o'clock  I  thought  I  would  give  up  and 
go  home  and  dress  for  dinner,  but,  like  other  dis- 
appointed anglers,  I  thought  "  One  more  brace  of 
flies !  "  I  opened  the  book,  and  my  eye  was  attracted 
by  a  bright  blue  fly.  I  had  never  heard  of  such  a 
fly  taking  a  fish  before ;  but  blue  was  my  election 
colour,  and  I  thought,  "  I  won  with  the  colour 
yesterday,  why  not  try  it  ?  "  I  put  it  on  the  tail, 
and  then  I  thought  I  ought  to  give  my  opponent 
a  chance,  and  I  put  on  a  red  fly  for  him.  I  got  a 
pull  almost  at  once,  and  after  twenty-five  minutes 
or  half  an  hour  landed  an  18flb.  fish.  Gentle- 
men, there  is  not  an  ounce  of  exaggeration 
there.  I  wish  I  had  centigrammes,  to  give  it 
you  more  exactly.  I  landed  it  with  the 
blue  fly.  I  told  my  constituents  that  that 
colour  was  successful  both  on  land  and  water. 
But  the  story  has  a  sequel.  I  afterwards  un- 
gratefully discarded  the  blue  fly  but  kept  the  red. 
I  saw  a  sea  trout  jump  for  that  fly,  and  it  laid 
hold  of  my  opponent  and  took  him  off.  (Laughter.) 
He  could  not  stand,  and  the  event  was  prophetic, 
because  he  has  never  been  able  to  stand  since  that 
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time  in  l!^92.  (Laughter.)  Now  I  must  bring 
my  remarks  to  a  close.  I  would  have  liked  to 
speak  to  you,  if  there  had  not  been  the  statement 
about  speeches  being  commendably  brief,  about 
those  two  enemies  of  fly  fishers — pollution  and 
pike.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  could  tell  you  how  I 
fought  against  pollution  almost  single-handed  at 
Eastleigh  and  Stoke.  I  was  told  that  the  effluent 
would  be  pure  enough  to  drink,  but  I  did  not 
believe  it,  and  made  them  carry  it  down  several 
miles  by  pipe  to  the  tideway.  I  am  told  it  is 
coming  out  so  black  that  I  would  not  wish  my 
worst  enemy  to  drink  it.  (Laughter.)  I  tell  you 
that  to  show  that  many  of  you  can  resist  single- 
handed  the  pollution  of  the  rivei's  in  which  you 
wish  to  catch  fish.  As  for  pike,  they  occasionally 
take  a  fly,  but  they  are  very  unlikely  fish,  and  I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me  their  absence  is 
better  than  their  presence.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr. 
Senior  and  others  have  been  good  enough  to 
reduce  their  number  in  my  river,  and  I  wish  they 
would  vanish  altogether.  Allow  me,  in  con- 
clusion, to  wish  prosperity  to  the  club,  and  as 
fishing  is  my  only  sport,  md  I  am  told  by  an 
all-round  sportsman  that  there  is  nothing  so 
delightful  as  haviag  a  fish  pulling  at  your  line,  I 
wish  prosperity  to  the  club,  and  each  and  all  of 
its  members,  both  in  their  club  house  and  on  the 
river- side,  where  they  can  get  health  and  pleasant 
enjoyment.    (Loud  cheers.) 

The  toast  was  honoured  with  unusual  hearti- 
ness, and 

The  President  (Mr.  William  Senior)  re- 
sponded. He  said :  1  must  first  thank  the 
chairman  of  to-night  for  the  very  kindly 
way  in  which  he  has  spoken  of  me  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  I  think 
a  little  explanation  is  necessary.  The  hon. 
baronet  described  what  I  am  sure  you  would 
all  imagine  as  a  scene  in  which  I,  while  making  a 
cast  for  a  trout  or  a  salmon,  or  something  of  the 
kind,  hooked  him  by  the  ear.  (Laughter.)  Allow 
me  to  tell  you  that  Sir  Samuel  was  speaking  in 
parables.  I  have  often  thought  I  should  like  to 
write  a  book  in  my  declining  days  on  "  Chances  I 
have  Missed."  (Laughter.)  But  please  let  there 
be  no  mistake ;  if  it  were  my  good  fortune  to  hook 
with  a  good  salmon  hook  a  wealthy  banker  of  the 
City  of  London  whose  word  was  his  bond,  he 
should  not  ggt  away  until  there  was  ransom 
talked  about.  (Laughter.)  Unfortunately,  that 
is  one  of  the  chances  1  have  missed.  What  Sir 
Samuel  Montagu  means  is  this— that  two  years  ago 
the  committee  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  decided  to 
ask  him  to  be  our  president  for  last  year.  Tou 
do  not  often  hear  our  chairman's  takes  of  fish  pro- 
claimed through  the  Press — (laughter) — or  on 
the  housetops,  but  the  committee  knew  perfectly 
well  that,  both  as  an  angler  and  as  a  riparian 
owner,  our  chairman  was  the  man  we  wanted  to 
preside  over  one  of  our  annual  dinners.  Mr. 
Peachey  (who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  absent  to-day 
on  account  of  ill-health)  and  I  were  appointed  as 
a  deputation  to  wait  upon  Sir  Samuel  in  his 
solemn  sanctum  in  the  city  and  ask  him  to  honour 
us.  Well,  he  could  not  do  so  at  the  time,  but  he 
so  expressed  his  sympathy  with  the  club,  and  his 
admiration  of  certain  members  whose  names 
modesty  forbids  me  to  mention  at  present — 
(laughter) — that  we  elicited  a  sort  of  promise 
from  him  that  he  might  possibly  preside 
this  year,  and  so  it  was  that  we  cordially 
invited  Sir  Samuel  to  take  the  chair  to-night. 
(Laughter.)  He  is  here  in  body  and  spirit, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  speech  he  has 
made  to  us  shows,  first  of  all,  that  the  com- 
mittee were  perfectly  right  in  inviting  him  two 
years  ago — (applause) — and  also  that  the  com- 
mittee were  right  in  repeating  the  invitation. 
I  thank  Sir  Samuel  personally  for  the  kind  things 
he  has  said  of  me  as  president  of  the  club,  and  I 
thank  him  on  behalf  of  all  fly  fishing  members 
and  sporting  guests  present  for  the  admirable 
tone  of  the  speech  be  has  made.  (Applause.)  It 
must  strike  you  as  a  very  curious  thing  that  this 
is  the  fij^t  of  our  annual  dinilers  during  the 
fourteen  years  of  the  existence  of  the  club  that 
the  toast  of  the  club  itself  has  not  been  responded 
to  by  our  dear  old  friend,  who  is  practically 
the  founder  of  the  club— Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 
(Cheers  )  I  got  into  great  trouble  two  years 
ago  for  making  a  speech  out  of  the  pro- 
gramme. It  was  voted  a  dreadful  breach  of 
discipline,  and  I  insisted  that  my  oifence  should 
be  recorded  on  the  minutes  in  excellent  hand- 


writing. (Laughter.)  But,  as  president  to-night, 
I  can  assure  you  that  no  serious  or  criminnl 
consequences  will  follow  if  you  insist  on  friend 
Marston  telling  you  all  he  has  to  tell  about  the 
finances  of  the  club.  (Applause.)  I  am  not  a 
financier  myself,  and  my  only  knowledge  at 
present  is  that  we  have  a  good  balance  in  hand, 
and  that  I  have  paid  my  subscription,  although 
I  have  not  got  a  receipt  for  it.  (Laughter.) 
It  has  been  said  before  at  this  gathering  that  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  is  like  the  country  which  has 
no  history — it  is  happy;  and,  after  fourteen  years 
of  existf-nce,  it  is  really  a  matter  for  hcnest  con- 
gratulation that  such  a  society,  withovit  the  usual 
advantages  of  a  clubhouse,  having  no  fishery  of 
its  own,  and  being  kept  together  by  nothing  more 
tangible  than  sentiment,  should  be  ableto boast  of  a 
membership  of  280,  a  financial  balance  on  the  right 
side,  and  acohesion  of  enthusiam  as  freshly  sympa- 
thetic as  ever.  (Applaiise.)  The  wonder  is,  with  its 
somewhat  unexceptional  character,  especially  re- 
membering that  it  is  only  at  the  annual  dinners 
there  is  any  considerable  muster  of  members,  not 
that  the  club  has  lost  a  small  proportion  of  its  old 
members,  but  that  the  roll-call  is  so  good  as  it  is. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  do  not  say  that  we  should  not 
endeavour  by  every  possible  means  to  add  to  the 
numbers  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  ought  to,  and  we 
mean  to  try  our  hardest  to  do  so.  All  I  wish  to 
urge  to-night  is  that  we  meet  once  more  with 
every  right  to  congratulate  one  another  upon  in- 
creased prosperity.  (Cheers.)  Our  country 
members  will  like  to  know  that  there  are  this  year 
two  special  points  for  congratulation.  They  will 
be  found  set  out  in  the  annual  printed  report ;  and 
the  first  is  with  reference  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  labours  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
Fly  -  Dressing  Materials.  Mr.  Marston,  who 
has  been  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  could 
tell  you  much  more  than  I  can  of  the  interesting 
history  of  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Skues,  Mr. 
Ohlson,  and  Mr.  Hedley  Norris,  and  their  report 
will,  I  think,  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  most 
valuable  documents  ever  presented  to  the  club. 
(Cheers.)  The  collection  of  feathers  and  materials 
for  fly  making  has  been  to  these  gentlemen  a 
labour  of  love  for  years,  and  now  they  rest 
from  their  labours.  "  Something  attempted,  some- 
thing done,  has  earned  a  night's  repose."  Better 
than  that — their  works  do  follow  them,  and  the 
handsome  cabinet  in  the  club-room,  in  which  the 
collection  is  classified  for  the  service  of  fly 
dressers,  is  the  monument  of  their  services.  Their 
report  is  a  very  modest  one,  very  modest  for 
these  days,  when  no  man  who  is  not  his  own 
trumpeter  is  living  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  times, 
but  we  shall  all  be  in  one  accord  as  to  the  final 
sentence  of  the  report:  "They  commend  their 
work  to  the  kind  judgment  of  the  club  in  the 
earnest  hope  that  it  may  be  of  service  and  interest 
to  more  than  one  generation  of  fishers  with  the  fly." 
(Cheers.)  Then  there  is  the  library,  which,  thanks 
to  the  increasing  exertions  of  our  librarian,  is 
becoming  more  and  more  valuable.  We  have 
now  an  excellent  collection  of  angling  books,  new 
and  old,  and  already  it  is  an  invaluable  and 
permanent  reference  for  us  all.  The  bulk  of  these 
works  are  acquired  by  purchase,  and  few  will  say 
that  a  better  way  of  disposing  of  our  modest 
surplus  funds  could  be  devised.  Some  of  our 
most  precious  objects  of  the  bookshelves  are, 
however,  gifts  from  members  and  friends,  and  the 
present  company  surely  vrill  not  be  ofl!ended  if  I 
turn  beggar  for  the  nonce  and  declare  that  the 
smallest  contribution  will  be  thankfully  received. 
(Cheers.)  This  is  a  sentiment  worthy  of  the 
applause  you  give  it,  but  let  me  remind  you 
of  the  story  told  on  the  missionary  platform 
by  way  of  stimulating  the  collection.  A  certain 
gentleman  ran  through  his  property,  sank  lower 
and  lower,  and  at  last  was  discovered  by  an 
old  brother  ofiicer  selling  pies  in  Drury-lane. 
Much  shocked,  the  latter  expressed  his  horror  at 
the  plight  of  his  once  fashiouable  comrade.  "  By 
Jove,  old  fellow,  I  am  sorry,"  he  said,  "  this  is 
very  sad  ;  I  assure  you  you  have  my  full 
sympathy."  To  which  the  other  replied  :  "  Oh  ! 
'cuss  your  sympathy;  buy  a  pie."  (Laughter.) 
Now,  gentlemen,  we  don't  'cuss  your  sympathy, 
but  buy  a  pie — send  us  any  books  or  specimens 
you  can  spare.  Even  rare  MSS.  would  not  be 
refused  ;  and,  indeed,  one  of  the  most  interesting 
presentations  of  the  year  has  been  a  very  curious 
MS.  ciary  of  four  volumes,  compiled  a  hundred 
years  ago  by  James  Williamson,  and  given  to  the  ' 


Fly  Fishers'  Club  by  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell. 
It  is  thus  described  by  onr  librarian  in  the  new 
catalogue,  which  you  will  have  sent  to  you  :  "  Not 
only  do  these  diaries  contain  neatly  written  tables 
showing  the  weight  and  nuraVjer  of  fish  caught  on 
specified  dates  in  specified  places,  but  they  also  set 
out  the  exact  details  of  expenditure  on  the  various 
fishing  tours,  and  every  item  of  clothing  and 
paraphernalia  taken  with  him  by  the  angler,  from 
'  four  shirts  (one  spare),'  down  to  '  one  pocket 
compass.'  The  four  volumes  embrace  the  follow- 
ing subjects:  'Notes  of  Fishing  Excursions,' 
'  Notes  relating  to  Authors  on  Angling,' '  Extracts 
from  and  relating  to  Works  on  Angling,'  and 
'  Notes  and  Notices  of  Works  on  Angling.' " 
In  the  making  of  books  on  angling  there  is  verily 
no  end,  and  it  is  matter  for  pride  that  many  of 
the  best  modern  makers  are  of  our  own  household. 
I  will  not  for  a  moment  suggest  that  if  there  had 
been  no  Fly  Fishers'  Club  the  world  would  not 
still  have  had  the  benefit  of  their  experience,  and 
technical  and  literary  skill,  but  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  I  think,  that  they  have  received,  besides 
fraternal  and  cordial  appreciation,  stimulus  and 
encouragement  from  association  with  the  club. 
This  is  neither  the  time  nor  the  place  for  com- 
parison between  the  angling  books  of  past  and 
present,  yet  I  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  a  bit 
of  preface,  reprinted  by  Mr.  Norris  in  the  cata- 
logue from  a  little  fishing  book  published  in  1714, 
and  entitled  "  The  Whole  Art  of  Fishing."  Many 
people  accuse  us  of  being  a  little  forward  in  these 
days,  but  what  do  you  think  of  this  slice  from 
this  nameless  gentleman's  preface  ?  "  This 
treatise  is  a  collection  of  all  that  has  been  writ 
upon  the  subject  of  fishing,  digested  in  a  better 
method  than  any  before  extent,  and  cleansed 
from  all  superfluous  and  useless  observations,  for 
very  few  writers  on  this  head  have  forebore 
some  favourite  impertinences  of  their  own, 
which  they  generally  stile  curious."  (Laughter.^^ 
In  a  club  of  this  character  there  must  of  necessity 
be  ,  divers  opinions  amongst  the  members  upon 
the  principles  and  practices  of  their  sport. 
Although  it  is  a  club  nfhich  writes  "  Fly  fishing  " 
upon  its  banner,  there  are  probably  few  who  are 
able  to  boast  that  they  have  never  used,  and  never 
will  use,  anything  but  a  fly  rod ;  some  of  us  take 
our  angling  as  we  can  get  it ;  if  the  opportunities 
do  not  run  to  salmon,  trout,  and  grayling,  then 
the  humbler  pursuits  of  the  coarse  fish  are  not 
disdained.  I  must  confess  that  I  am  not  laying" 
any  such  charges  against  our  masters  in  the  dry- 
fly  Israel ;  nor,  in  truth ,  have  I  ever  seen  "  Detached 
Badger  "  sitting  on  a  campstool  handling  a  roach 
pole,  and  with  eagle  eye  following  the  monotonous 
swim  of  the  trembling  quiU ;  nor  his  once  pupil, 
Lloyd,  now  a  Gamaliel  on  his  own  hook,  raking 
up  the  bottom  for  gudgeon.  (Laughter.)  Yet,  as 
I  say,  some  of  us  continue  the  pleasures  of  our 
youth ,  and  reckon  all  fair  fishing  as  legitim  ate  sport. 
Our  discussions  and  conversations  are,  therefore, 
of  a  miscellaneous  character,  and  there  is  always 
charm  in  their  variety.  But  it  has  become  a 
question  whether  we  might  not  add  to  the  attrac- 
tions and  value  of  the  club— which  we  must 
nevertheless  not  forget  is  distinctly  of  the  social 
class — by  establishing  some  sort  of  system  by 
which  these  interchanges  of  opinion  may  be  made 
something  more  than  a  mere  chat  around  the 
fire.  If  only  we  could  strike  a  happy  mean 
between  this  and  the  cut-and-dried  formality  of 
papers  or  lectures,  it  is  worth  considering.  This 
we  know  to  be  the  opinion  of  many  members; 
and  in  the  report  which  was  adopted  at  th©^ 
annual  meeting  on  the  26th  Januaiy,  there  was  a 
clause  which  was  intended  to  meet  the  existing 
feeling.  It  was  this :  "  With  a  view  to  increasing 
the  interest  of  members  in  the  club  Thursday 
evening  meetings,  the  committee  have  under  con- 
sideration arrangements  forestablishing  periodical 
guest-nights,  on  dates  to  be  announced,  when' 
members  will  be  invited  to  bring  their  friends, 
and  may  count  on  always  finding  company 
and  good  fellowship.  It  is  also  proposed  to 
have  from  t  me  to  time,  the  additional  attrac- 
tion of  papers  and  discussions."  (Hear,  hear)^ 
It  was  hoped  that  this  clau-e  would  have  been 
fully  discussed,  but,  owing  to  an  unfortunate  com- 
bination of  accidents,  a  number  of  members  who 
ure  generally  present  were  kept  away.  I  may; 
however,  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  the 
annual  meeting  was  adjourned  for  the  election  of 
president,  and  at  the  meeting  fixed  for  this  pur- 
pose,  on  the  23rd  of  this  month,  these  subjects 
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may  be  fully  debated ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  hoped 
that  all  who  really  have  the  interests  of  the  club 
at  heart  will  come  to  the  club  room  and  fully  and 
freely  offer  their  suggestions  to  the  general  good. 
One  of  our  country  members,  an  angler  of  the 
rery  first  order  in  all  respects,  for  example,  has 
been  thinking  over  a  scheme  for  the  formation  of  a 
national  society  for  placing  all  matters  relating  to 
our  fresh- water  fisheries  upoa  a  practical  footing 
which  has  never  before  been  attempted,  and  that 
might  be  laid  before  the  meeting.  Then,  at  our 
annual  meeting,  another  member  introduced  the 
subject  of  stocking  the  Thames  with  salmon,  and 
I  hope  he  will  be  present  to  place  his  views  before 
the  club.  It  may  not  seem  as  if  all  these  matters 
would  be  in  order  on  the  election  of  President ; 
but  each  member  with  a  question  to  I'aise  can 
argue  that  the  president  should  be  a  man  who 
will  influence  the  club  for  good  by  supporting 
this,  that,  or  the  other  proposal.  (Laughter.) 
As  president  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club — a  very 
poor  president  (No,  No) — whose  will  to  serve  the 
club  has  been  much  greater  than  his  opportunities, 
I  have  to  thank  you  for  listening  to  the  longest 
and  prosiest  speech  I  ever  inflicted  on  you,  and  I 
have  only  this  to  repeat :  After  fourteen  years 
of  existence  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  as  a  mere 
glance  at  this  company  will  show,  is  a  society 
to  which  any  fisherman  may  be  proud  to  belong 
— (cheers)— a  club  over  which  any  gentleman  of 
any  class  or  rank  might  be  proud  to  preside. 
But  the  old  figures  are  gradually  fading  away 
into  the  distance,  gentlemen,  and  we  want  the 
new  members  of  the  club,  the  strong  and  willing 
juniors  amongst  us,  to  come  forward  and  take 
ihe  reins  in  their  own  hands  and  continue  and 
go  on  increasing  the  success,  the  truly  gratifying 
success,  which  has  attended  the  work  of  the  club 
up  to  the  present  time.    (Loud  cheers.) 

Mr.  R.  B.  Makston  said, — Mr.  Chairman  and 
Gentlemen :  After  speaking  at  fourteen  of  these 
annual  entertainments  I  had  hoped  that  I  should 
not  have  to  inflict  any  remarks  upon  you,  but  Mr. 
Senior  has  called  upoa  me.  and  therefore,  with 
your  kind  permissiou,  I  will  detain  you  for  one  or 
two  minutes.  Tou  want  to  know  how  the  club 
stands  in  regard  to  its  finances.  At  the  end  of 
'the  year  we  had  in  the  bank  £106  lis.  7d.  and 
£196  invested  in  the  funds,  and  in  addition  to 
that  we  have  a  collection  of  books  on  angling 
which  are  certainly  worth  a  great  deal  more  than 
we  gave  for  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  our  assets  were 
totalled  up  I  think  they  would  amount  to  a  very 
fine  sum  indeed.  Mr.  Senior  mentioned  that  we 
have  now  this  collection  of  materials  for  trout  fly 
ipaking.  I  can  assure  those  who  have  not  seen  it 
that  it  is  quite  the  finest  collection  ever  got 
together  in  the  world.  (Cheers.)  We  must 
cordially  thank  those  members  who  have  assisted 
ip.  preparing  it,  more  esp-  cially  Mr.  Ohlson,  Mr. 
Skues,  and  Mr.  Norris,  for  the  time  and  trouble 
they  took  to  bring  the  collection  together.  It  is 
a  unique  collection,  which  1  do  not  think  could 
possibly  have  been  got  together  except  by  a 
society  like  this.  I  congratulate  myself  that  it 
was  1  who  in  1894  suggested  that  we  should  have 
such  a  collection,  and  I  am  glad  the  proposal  has 
been  so  successfully  car  ied  out.  There  was 
another  proposal  which  I  made  at  the  same 
time,  that  we  should  have  a  collection  of  feathers 
for  salmon  flies  (hear,  hearj.  I  hope  that 
those  rnembers  interested  in  salmon  fly  fishing 
will  come  forward  and  assist  us  to  make 
an  equally  good  collection  of  materials  for  salmon 
flies.  (Chetrd.)  We  all  want  to  do  what  we  can 
to  increase  the  attractions  of  the  club,  and  as 
we  have  to  many  country  m  mbers  present 
I  would  like  to  make  another  proposal  which 
was  suggested  to  me  by  one  of  our  country 
members.  We  have  a  great  many  volumes  in 
our  liVjrary  which  we  all  wish  to  read,  but  at  pre- 
sent country  members  are  debarred  from  making 
any  use  of  the  collection.  Town  members  can 
walk  in,  take  aw^y  a  book,  and  bring  it  back  in  a 
fortnight,  and  I  want  to  propose  to-night — I  hope 
pur  librarian  Mr.  Norris  will  not  tbink  I  am 
trying  to  put  too  much  work  upon  him  —  1 
want  to  suggest  that  country  members  should 
be  able  to  write  to  him  and  ask  for  a  book, 
and  that  he  should  send  it  to  them  by  post. 
I  hope  that  country  members  will  support  me  in 
urging  that  this  would  be  a  good  thing.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Although  we  have  a  large  collection,  it 
might  be  necessary  to  duplicate  the  books  most 
in  demind,  but  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 


doing  that.  As  an  instance  of  the  way  the  con- 
cession would  be  appreciated,  1  may  tell  you  that 
the  country  member  I  have  already  referred  to, 
said  to  me,  '■  I  could  get  you  six  new  country 
members  if  you  would  carry  that  suggestion  out." 
(Hear,  hear.)  If  we  can  say  that  any  member 
can  have  a  book  by  writing,  it  will  be  an  incentive 
which  will  bring  new  members  at  once.  1  hope 
before  our  next  annual  dinner  we  shall  be  able  to 
say  to  members  in  the  country  that  they  may 
have  the  books,  but  in  that  case  we  must  make 
some  arrangement  to  give  our  honorary  librarian 
help.  I  am  sure  the  step  would  do  a  great  deal  to 
increase  the  int  rest  our  country  members  feel  in 
the  club  and  secure  new  ones.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Basil  Field  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, Vice-Chairmen,  and  Gentlemen, — Happily 
for  you  all — and  no  less  happily  for  me — the  toast 
entrusted  to  my  hands  needs  no  artistic  seasoning 
to  make  it  palatable  to  the  most  fastidious  taste. 
It  is  the  health  of  "  Our  Guests."  Now,  sir,  it  has 
often  struck  me  that  those  visiting  us  on  these 
occasions  may,  broadly  speaking,  be  divided  into 
two  classes — the  "curious"  atjd  the  "  sympathetic." 
Of  those  who  have  been  induced  by  sympathy  to 
join  us  to-night,  and  by  their  presence  to  add 
brightness  to  our  gathering,  I  need  say  but  little. 
They  are  our  younger  brothers — fly  fishers  in  the 
embryo  or  immature  stage.  The  warmth  of  our 
welcome  and  the  gentle  current  of  our  converse, 
babbling  of  "  troutf  ul  brooks  and  gravelly  shal- 
lows "  will  soon  perfect  their  development  as  year- 
lings of  the  club ;  but  of  the  visitor  who  has 
been  tempted  by  mere  curiosity — by  the  passing 
whim  to  learn  what  manner  of  men  these 
fly  fisher-folk  may  be — these  so-called  "  Brothers 
of  the  Angle  " — as  yet  known  to  him  only  as  the 
butt  of  sneering  jest  and  scornful  tale — of  him 
1  would  say  it  is  exceeding  well  he  is  here.  F.ir 
let  him  turn  where  he  will  he  can  hardly  fail  to 
note  that  the  angler,  bereft  of  his  dropsical  waders 
and  prodigious  brogues,  stripped  of  creel  and  trap- 
pings, fhorn  of  that  crown  of  glory — his  felt 
hat  with  its  halo  of  fur,  feather,  silk,  and 
steel — (laughter) — the  angler,  to  be  brief,  in 
"mufti"  is  not  very  unlike  that  well-known 
animal,  the  common  or  domestic  gentleman 
of  everyday  life.  When  he  has  got  over 
the  first  shock  of  this  discovery,  he  may 
be  tempted  to  pursue  his  investigation  a 
little  further.  He  may  examine  the  roll  of 
our  members ;  and  what  will  he  find  there  ? 
Variety.  Infinite  variety,  locally  and  socially. 
Men  from  every  known  climate  and  country  ;  men 
of  every  known  profession  and  calling — and  some 
whose  profession  or  calling  is  unknown  to  all,  suve 
possibly  to  themselves.  (Laughter.)  He  will  find 
the  army  mustering  in  force.  Generals,  colonels, 
majors,  and  captains  holding  commanding  posi- 
tions on  every  page.  It  has  been  suggested  to 
me  that  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  their 
perfect  familiarity  with  every  variety  of  line 
manoeuvre.  But  I  repudiate  the  frivolous  expla- 
nation. No,  sir,  I  love  rather  to  think  of  these 
brave  men  of  blood  and  war — who  in  time  of 
need  have  stood  between  us  and  our  country's 
foes — quietly  reverting  to  their  boyish  taste  for 
our  peaceful  craft ;  cheerfully  renouncing  the 
proud  flutter  of  their  colours  on  the  field 
for  the  soft  rustle  of  flags  on  the  riverside ; 
the  angry  boom  of  cannon  for  the  gentle 
boom  of  humble  bees ;  to  think  of  them  kneel- 
ing in  a  "  wilderness  of  sweets,"  welcomed  by 
the  friendly  twitter  of  swallows,  and  showing 
as  much  tact  and  strategy  in  dislodging  an  old 
trout  from  a  bed  of  weeds  as  they  would  in  driving 
a  pestilent  "  sniper  "  from  his  cover  in  the  bush. 
But  with  this  difference,  mark  you ! — they  are 
much  more  nervous  over  the  fish  than  over  the 
foe.  (Laughter.)  Of  naval  officers  we  have  few, 
and  the  reason,  I  venture  to  think,  is  not 
far  to  seek.  They  have  anoth-r  and  a 
better  audience  elsewhere.  If  they  have  a 
choice  fish  story  to  relate,  they  naturally 
"  tell  it  to  the  marines."  The  Church,  he  will 
find,  sends  us  some  of  her  noblest  sons, 
earnest  yet  modest  withal,  loving  our  peace- 
ful craft  next  to  their  sacred  calling,  and 
making  us  the  more  gentle  by  their  sweet  com- 
panionship. The  name  of  "  Cotswold  Isys,"  the 
Poet  Laureate  of  thoss  that  go  down  to 
the  rivers  with  rods,  will  rise  unbidden  to  the 
minds  of  all;  that  many-gifted  man  —  a  happy 
blend  of  piety,  po-  try,  and  piscary — speaking  as  a 
a  fly  fisher,  I  should  perhaps  rather  link  his  name 


with  angling  literature ;  but  I  have  no  heart  to 
speak  of  literature  at  all  since  the  sad  death 
of  William  Black,  that  charming  writer,  who 
took  US  captive  to  the  wild  west  of  Scotland  with 
her  silent  lakes,  her  brawling  rivers,  her  mountains 
wreathed  in  mist  and  clad  in  purple  heather, 
and  held  us  there  with  as  light  yet  firm 
a  hand  as  that  with  which  he  drew  the 
struggling  salmon  to  his  gaff.  Happily  his 
memory  lies  with  us  still;  and  happily  there 
lives  with  us  still  his  close  friend  and  constant 
companion — William  Quilter  Orchardson,  that 
grand  painter,  honoured  by  his  Queen  and  country 
and  beloved  by  all — whose  successes  on  the  line 
at  Burlington  House  in  oil  are  all  but  equalled 
by  his  successes  on  the  line  in  water  not  a  hundred 
miles  from  Dartford.  (Cheers.)  But  perchance  our 
inquiring  guest  is  growing  weary  !  Let  him  borrow 
of  our  proverbial  patience,  and  search  but  a  little 
further.  He  will  find  a  learned  judge,  whose 
decisions  on  the  bench  are  as  sound  as  his  judg- 
ment on  the  banks  of  the  Spey ;  doctors  of 
medicine  who,  in  spite  of  skill  in  the  healing  art, 
find  fish  must  be  killed  before  they  can  be 
cured ;  engineers  who  learn  with  surprise  that 
in  fishing  the  "  catchment  area  "  is  by  no  means 
always  co-extensive  with  the  watershed.  (Laugh- 
ter.) And  lastly  he  may  even  find  a  modest  lawyer, 
who,  as  an  angler,  lays  aside  instead  of  laying  down 
the  law,  and  gives  as  little  law  as  may  be  even  to  a 
troublesome  and  unruly  fish.  Upon  these  dis- 
coveries a  new  light  will  flash  across  his  brain — a 
new  world  hitherto  undreamed  of  will  be  revealed 
to  his  delighted  senses.  What  was  at  first  but 
idle  curiosity  will  become  serious  interest.  Interest 
is  rich  in  promise  of  sympathy,  and  if  sympathy 
be  but  once  awakened,  his  lot  is  cast.  He  will 
soon  come  a  humble  suitor  for  admission  to  the 
portals  of  that  glorious  palace  of  truth — "The 
Fly  Fishers'  Club."  (Great  laughter.)  In  full 
assurance  that  such  will  be  the  case,  I  venture  to 
give  the  toast  in  this  amended  form  :  Our  present 
Guests — Our  future  Members,  and  with  this  toast 
I  have  the  happy  privilege  of  associating  the  name 
of  Mr.  Spence,  of  whom  1  need  say  nothing,  as  he 
is  here  to  speak  for  himself,  and  to  speak  for 
"  Our  Guests." 

Mr.  E.  F.  Spence  i*esponded  to  the  toast,  and 
said : — When  my  friend  Mr.  Cook  announced  to 
me  to-night  that  I  should  hava  to  have  the 
honour  of  responding  for  the  guests,  I  must  con- 
fess I  thought  for  the  moment  he  was  taking  a 
rise  out  of  me,  not  the  kind  of  rise  this  club 
rejoices  in,  but  the  kind  the  fish  does  not  rejoice 
in.  (Laughter.)  However,  it  proved  to  be  a  fact. 
I  listened  to  the  graceful  speech  of  Mr.  Field  in 
the  hope  of  discovering,  and  did  discover,  some- 
what to  my  surprise,  what  was  the  qualification  I 
possessed  for  responding — the  fact  that  I  am  a 
modest  lawyer.  (Laughter.)  I  may  admit  in 
confidence  that  I  never  suspected  myself  of 
modesty,  and  did  not  think  any  of  my  friends 
ever  suspected  me  of  it  either.  (Laughter.)  But 
that  is  the  qualification  in  virtue  of  which  I  am 
responding  for  the  guests — the  army  men,  the 
navy  men,  the  engineers,  and  even  for  the  church. 
I  did  suspect  from  son: e  questions  that  were  indis- 
creetly put  to  me  that  it  was  for  the  Press  J  was 
to  respond ;  but,  after  the  remarks  we  have  heard, 
1  suppose  it  was  thought  indiscreet  to  refer  to 
the  possibility  of  any  pressman  being  present.  I 
am  proud  of  being  a  member  of  the  Press  as  well 
as  a  lawyer.  It  secures  for  me  an  amount  of 
prestige.  When  I  tell  a  story  and  say,  '*  I  have 
been  a  solicitor,  I  am  a  barrister,  and  write  for 
the  Press,  and  I  go  fishing,"  why,  the  credibility 
of  the  story  is  beyond  dispute.  (Laughter.)  In 
responding  for  the  guests  I  might  have  said 
something  about  fishing  ;  but,  although  my 
ignorance  of  the  subject  would  not  deter  me, 
being  a  modest  lawyer,  I  have  on  the  whole 
a  feeling  that  it  is  not  a  discreet  subject  of 
discussion.  There  are  two  particular  qualities 
which  result  from  fishing — one  a  charming  sense 
of  fellowship  among  fishermen,  and  the  other 
a  prodigious  combative  instinct  that  is  aroused 
the  moment  one  taiks  about  the  subject. 
When  you  go  fishing  with  a  man  you  are  the 
best  friends  in  the  world,  but  also  the  fiercest 
combatants.  We  all  have  theoiies,  and  those 
theories  never  seem  in  harmony  with  the  theories 
of  anybody  else,  and  the  curious  thing  is  that 
though  we  fish  with  diametrically  opposed 
theories  we  all  manage  to  catch  fish — sometimes. 
(Laughter.)    It  proves  something,  although  what 


-   ' 

EEBurAET  11,  1899] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


95 


it  pi-oves  I  don't  know.  It  proves  to  me  that  I, 
the  most  ignorant  of  all,  should  say  nothing 
about  fishing.  I  should  like  to  say  something 
about  fellowship  as  one  of  those  who  go  fishing 
merely  for  the  distraction  and  to  secure  relief 
from  overwork  of  the  brain,  and  whose  fishing  is 
a  source  of  amusement  to  his  fellows.  Apart 
from  the  catching  of  fish,  which  is  often  irre- 
levant, there  is  a  splendid  sense  of  fellowship. 
We  come  here  not  animated  by  a  feeling  of 
death  to  the  fish,  which  some  of  us  drink 
when  we  go  fishing,  but  by  the  fellowship 
that  arises  from  the  pursuit.  On  behalf  of  your 
guests  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  represent 
without  their  desire  or  consent,  allow  to  me  to  say 
that  we  have  had  a  very  charming  evening,  an 
excellent  dinner,  and  charming  speeches,  which 
have  diffused  amongst  us  in  the  inexplicable 
fashion  of  great  meetings  the  sense  of  fellowship, 
and  which  has  given  us  the  greatest  pleasure.  We 
thank  you,  the  members,  most  heartily  for  your 
hospitality,  and  assure  you  that  we  have  had  a 
delightful  evening.  (Cheers.) 

Sir  Thomas  Waedle  tten  proposed  the 
health  of  the  Chairman.  He  said  he  was  not 
accustomed  to  addressing  such  a  gathering  as 
that,  and  must  ask  their  kind  indulgence  while 
he  tried  to  do  as  much  justice  as  he  could  to  the 
toast.  He  had  the  pleasm-e  of  having  three 
friends  who  came  down  into  his  part  of  the 
counti-y  to  fish,  and  one  of  them  had  written 
asking  him  to  pi'opose  the  toast,  so  he  would  do 
his  best  to  obey.  He  was  proud  of  seeing  those 
friends  down  in  a  country  dear  to  him,  the  country 
of  Walton  and  Cotton.  Mr.  Senior  was  one  of 
those  friends,  the  one  whom  he  was  trying  to  obey 
by  proposing  the  toast.  Mr.  John  Bickerdyke 
was  another,  and  he  hoped  that  gentleman  would 
not  be  offended  if  he  (the  speaker)  had  his  little 
revenge  on  him  for  what  he  wrote  about  some- 
thing that  occurred  daring  the  visit.  A  great 
part  of  what  occurred  was  purely  imaginary. 
It  was  a  magazine  article  headed  "  Walton  and 
Cotton's  Country,"  and  in  it  appeared  the  follow- 
ing passage  :  "  Almost  at  the  end  of  my  visit  to 
this  beautiful  and  interesting  country,  occurred 
an  incident  which  Walton  would  have  loved  to 
describe,  and  Cotton  would  have  enjoyed,  though 
perhaps  in  different  fashion.  Nearly  at  the  end 
of  my  friend's  fishing,  a  stone  bridge  carried 
across  the  river  that  road  which  leads  to  Alsop-en- 
Le-Dale.  I  had  pushed  ahead,  and  was  standing 
on  the  bridge  experimenting  with  Yorkshire  trout 
flies  on  three  very  shy  fish  which  were  rising  in 
the  pool  beneath  me,  when  I  saw  my  friend, 
the  luncheon  hour  being  near,  coming  to 
join  me,  his  rod  over  his  shoulder,  and  May 
Fly  waving  in  the  air.  Jcsb  then  there  came 
over  the  bridge,  in  a  farmer's  dog  -  cart,  a 
pretty  girl  in  cream-coloured  attire — (Oh,  oh, 
and  laughter) — with  a  blue  ribbon  round  her  neck. 
Now,  what  should  that  erratic  wind  do — assuming 
the  wind  was  altogether  to  blame — but  carry  my 
friend's  May  Fly  just  under  her  chin,  and  hook 
her  full  and  fair  in  the  bow  at  her  throat.  The 
youth  who  was  driving,  and  who,  maybe,  hoped 
to  book  that  fair  fish  himself  some  day,  scowled 
as  he  pulled  up  his  nag.  The  maiden  blushed, 
as  maidens  will,  and  still  more  rosy  did  she  be- 
come as  my  friend's  fingers  played  about  her 
neck  in  the  vain  endeavour  to  extract  the  barbed 
hook  from  the  blue  ribbon.  It  was  a  pretty 
scene ;  the  rosy-faced  girl  leaning  over  the  side 
of  the  cart,  her  face,  surely  needlessly  close  to 
that  of  the  angler,  wlio  seemed  to  have  lost  his 
usual  dexterity  of  finger.  The  river  splashing 
down  the  valley  overhung  by  alders  and  aspens 
and  ash,  and  the  woodland  background.  Finally, 
the  youth  scowling  ferociously,  my,  friend  stand- 
ing on  the  dogcart  steps,  in  desperation  pulled 
out  his  scissors,  and  in  a  moment  the  fly  was 
released.  Now,  there  were  three  witnesses  to 
this  scene,  other  than  the  parties  more  particularly 
interested,  to  wit,  two  gamekeepers  and  myself. 
And  it  is  a  significant  fact  that  ray  friend  bought 
of  one  gamekeeper  a  dozen  flies,  which,  admittedly, 
he  had  no  use  for;  treated  the  other  to  an 
extraordinarily  stiff  glass  of  whisky  and  soda; 
while  upon  me  he  pressed  his  choicest  cigars 
during  the  rest  of  the  afternoon.  Corruption 
notwithstanding,  the  story  leaked  out,  and  was 
in  due  course  enlarged  and  amplified,  as  is  cus- 
tomary among  anglers — even  fly  fishers.  After 
dinner  that  evening,  my  friend,  who  had  been 
for  some  time  pensive,  quietly  remarked :  '  Talk- 


ing of  paradoxes,  for  forty  years  I've  fished 
the  Dove,  and  yet  to-day  I  made  my  maiden  cast.'  " 
(Loud  laughter.)  That  story,  like  much  of 
the  work  of  those  who  wrote  poetry  and  fiction, 
was  almost  pure  imagination.  The  young  man 
did  not  scowl  ferociously,  but  smiled,  and  the 
maiden  did  not  blush.  (Loud  laughter.)  And 
the  author  of  that  story  was  the  friend  whom  he 
had  cured  of  a  dangerous  attack  of  influenza 
(Laughter.)  It  was  wonderful  how  some  people 
showed  their  gratitude.  The  other  friend  was  a 
distinguished  literary  man,  who  had  been  very 
hospitable  to  him  (the  speaker)  in  India.  Some 
years  ago  he  was  asked  to  go  to  India  on  Govern- 
ment service,  to  report  on  the  silk  industry  of 
Bengal  and  other  subjects.  He  was  sent  into  the 
jungles  of  Western  Bengal  to  visit  a  missionary 
interested  in  silk  culture,  and  he  suggested  to  that 
gentleman  that  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if 
longer  lengths  of  the  silkworm  gut  were  obtain- 
able. Two  years  afterwards  the  missionary  sent 
him  a  collection  of  gut  which  absolutely 
astonished  him.  From  two  species  of  worm  there 
were  lengths  of  15ft.  to  20ft.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
had  arranged  the  specimens  in  a  little  book,  and 
would  be  pleased  to  present  them  to  the  club. 
(Cheers.)  Since  that  time  attention  had  been 
given  to  the  subject,  with  very  good  results,  and 
instead  of  having  ordinary  silkworm  gut 
about  a  foot  long,  they  could  obtain  lengths 
of  over  two  feet.  He  had  mentioned 
this  visit  to  India  because  it  was 
then  that  he  met  the  third  friend  of  whom  he 
had  spoken.  That  was  the  gentleman  whom  Mr. 
Senior  and  Mr.  Cook  met  at  his  little  cottage,  and 
they  all  had  a  delightful  time.  This  third  member 
of  the  party  was  a  man  versed  in  literature  and 
poetry — Tennyson  and  Herrick,  especially  Her- 
rick.  Now,  the  little  fishing  cottage  was  at  the 
foot  of  a  steep  hill  on  the  river  Manifold,  and  to 
break  the  sky-line  he  had  had  a  castellated  turret 
put  up,  hardly  big  enough  to  hold  a  thimble. 
And  this  was  the  sort  of  thing  that  his  friend  had 
written  about  the  little  turret  on  the  cottage  : 

The  Ladye  of  Wardlestein. 
Ob,  say,  have  je  heard  of  the  gay  Sir  Thomas, 

And,  say,  have  ye  been  at  his  hall  so  fine ; 
And  have  je  heard  aagbt  of  the  lonely  ladye 

That  dwells  in  his  castle  of  Wardlestein  ? 

Where  Manifold  steals  amid  caverns  darksome 
Till  he  rises  again  in  the  arms  of  Dove, 

On  the  mountain  crest,  like  a  falcon's  eyrie, 
There  stands  the  bower  of  a  ladye-love  ! 

Oh,  a  hazel  nut  in  the  autumu  season, 
A  blue-ribboned  damsel  of  Beresford  Dale  ! 

When  a  gallant  knight  hooTcs  a  winsome  maiden— 
'Tis  easy  to  reckon  how  runs  the  tale  ! 

So  pas3  on  your  way  with  eyes  averted, 
Nor  seek  such  a  valiint  knight  to  cross  ; 

For  a  dungeon  drear  and  a  vengeful  dagger 
Await  him  who  enters  the  lonely  Schloss ! 

(Laughter.)  In  conclusion,  he  asked  them  to 
drink  to  the  health  of  their  chairman,  whose  name 
and  fame  were  deservedly  held  in  honour  among 
fishermen.  They  wished  him  long  life  and 
prosperity,  and  that  he  might  successfully  fish 
for  his  bimetallic  salmon  and  sea  trout  for  many 
a  long  year  to  come.    (Loud  cheers.) 

The  toast  having  been  enthusiastically 
honoured, 

The  Chairman  said  :  Brother  Anglers — I  thank 
you  heartily  for  your  reception  of  this  toast.  I 
remember  hearing  of  two  men  who  had  bean  to  a 
meeting  talking  about  the  collection,  and  one  of 
them  said,  "  When  the  plate  went  round 
I  got  half-a-crown  out  of  it.  What  did 
you  get  P  "  (Laughter.)  Well,  out  of  this  enter- 
tainment I  have  got  a  very  good  dinner.  I  came 
recklessly  prepared  to  pay  for  it,  but  am  pro- 
hibited by  your  Hon.  Secretary ;  and  I  bad  not 
only  the  dinner,  but  the  hearty  and  pleasing  re- 
ception you  have  given  me.  (Cheers.)  I  am  the 
last  person  to  return  evil  for  good,  and  after  all 
the  kindness  you  have  shown  me,  I  do  not  intend 
to  inflict  another  speech  upon  you.  I  suggest 
that  you  should  go  on  having  these  annual  enter- 
tainments, and  selecting  other  chairmen  for 
thirty-three  years,  and  on  the  thirty-fourth,  when 
I  hope  to  reach  my  hundredth  birthday,  ask  me 
again.  (Laughter  and  cheers.)  I  hope  to  be  still 
a  fly  fisher,  and  I  will  tell  you  all  particulars  of  the 
fish  I  have  caught  and  those  which  I  have  lost  in 
the  meantime.  (Cheers). 

Shortly  afterwards  the  Chairman  had  to  leave 
on  business,  it  being  after  eleven  o'clock,  and  the 


chair  was  then  taken  by  the  President,  Mr. 
Senior,  loud  cheers  being  given  for  the  departing 
Chairman.  Mr.  Senior,  in  taking  the  chair,  re- 
marked that  they  might  well  register  that  as  one 
of  their  successful  nights,  and  he  again  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  younger  members  would  take 
up  the  reins  and  see  that  the  club  should  never 
sink  below  the  splendid  level  they  had  maintained 
for  the  past  fourteen  years.  (Cheers.) 

The  musical  programme  was  arranged  by  Mr. 
Dalgety  Henderson,  and  gave  great  satisfaction, 
the  following  being  among  the  artidea ;  Mr. 
Dalgety  Henderson,  Mr.  Charles  Colette,  the 
Troubadour  Glee  Singers  (Messrs.  Shiner, 
Marriott,  Vincent,  and  Dearth),  Mr.  Mel.  B. 
Spurr,  Mr.  John  Saunders ;  Mr.  Arthur  Fagge 
making  an  excellent  accompanist. 

MENU. 
Huitres. 

Consomme  Payaanne.  Creme  Palestine. 

Tarbot  Sance  Hollandaiee. 
BlanchaiUes. 

Poulet  Saute  Chasseur. 
Mousse  de  Jambon  au  Champagne. 

Selle  de  Mouton  a  I'lnfante. 
Pomiiies  Rissolees. 

Faisan  niti. 
Salade.  Ccleri  a  I'ltalienne. 

Poires  Sicilienne. 
Bombe  Cecil. 
Gaufrettes  Parisiennes. 
Pailles  Parmesan. 
Dessert. 
Cafe. 


THE  EOACH. 


The  roach  forms  a  frequent  topic  for  writers 
on  piscatorial  matters ;  but  though  a  common 
subject  in  this  respect,  it  is  by  no  means  a  trite 
one.  Commonest  amongst  the  fish  that  give  sport 
to  the  fresh-water  angler — and  now  that  sea  fishing 
has  taken  such  a  vigorous  existence  one  must 
begin  to  use  distinguishing  expressions  between 
the  two  kinds  of  anglers — the  roach  and  its 
habits  form  a  matter  of  study  to  most  members 
of  the  angling  Ijrotherhood,  and  hence  the 
frequent  recourse  of  writers  to  a  subject  that 
otherwise  one  would  have  thought  had  been  dis- 
cussed to  exhaustion.  The  facts  of  the  case  are 
not  so,  however,  and  he  would  be  a  bold  man  who 
should  assert  that  he  had  nothing  to  learn  even 
with  respect  to  a  fish  that  may  engross  all  his 
attention  as  a  sportsman.  The  purpose  of  the 
present  article  is  to  present  a  few  remarks  on  the 
roach  inhabiting  still,  or  comparatively  still, 
waters,  as  distinct  from  the  fish  of  the  same 
species  to  be  found  in  waters  with  strong  cm-rents. 

There  is  a  very  distinct  difference  between  the 
methods  to  be  adopted  in  the  two  cases,  and  it 
can  fairly  be  said,  without  likelihood  of  dispute, 
that  the  habits  of  the  roach  when  living  in  still 
water  and  the  differentiating  factors  in  the  two 
cases  are  such  as  to  render  the  taking  of  this  fish 
a  more  skilful  undertaking  in  one  case  than  in  the 
other.  First,  then,  to  discuss  some  of  the 
differences  to  be  borne  in  mind.  Usually  the 
volume  of  water  in  the  quiet  stream  is  a  much 
more  limited  quantity  than  in  the  reverse  case. 
This  has  one  great  bearing  on  the  fish  that  should 
be  fully  appreciated.  It  is,  that  the  shoals  of  this 
gregarious  fish  must  necessarily  be  more  limited 
in  the  number  of  individual  fish  comprising  them. 
Hence,  to  take  a  dozen  fish  from  a  smaller  shoal 
is  to  commit  a  greater  proportionate  havoc  than 
to  take  the  same  number  from  a  much  larger  one. 
Now  I  have  often  heard  an  angler  boast  of  stick- 
ing to  a  "  shop  "  the  whole  day  through,  fish  or  no 
fish  ;  and  to  look  with  contempt  on  the  brother 
who  is  wise  enough  to  change  a  spot  after  a 
reasonable  stay,  is  usually  the  accompaniment  of 
the  boast.  If  one  has  committed  what  I  have 
termed  as  havoc  after  remaining  in  a  spot  for  a 
length  of  time,  surely  it  is  much  more  wise  and 
reasonable,  when  the  inevitable  lull  in  the  sport 
has  set  in,  to  change  quarters  rather  than  to  con- 
tinue in  that  spot  to  "  stick  it  out,"  simply  because 
it  has  yielded  its  full  nuotn  of  sport.  Tet  the 
"  sticking  it  out "  view  is  l)y  no  means  uncommon. 
One  would  have  thought  it  an  obvious  fact  that 
the  fewer  the  remaining  fish  must  be,  the  more 
thoroughly  must  they  be  alarmed  at  the  dis- 
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appearance  of  their  comrades.  Then,  too,  the 
mere  taking  of  a  fish  in  quiet  water  creates  such 
a  comparatively  large  amount  of  disturbance 
that  that  fact  alone  would  cause  a  wise  man  to 
be  content  when  the  sport  declines,  and  to  con- 
sider that  his  interests  would  be  better  served 
elsewhere.  If  no  fish  are  being  taken,  or  only- 
one  at  long  intervals,  the  stronger  the  argument 
for  a  change.  I  would,  therefore,  commend  this 
to  the  thoughtful  roach  angler  as  worthy  of 
practical  consideration,  and  especially  would  I  do 
so  to  the  "  sticker." 

Another  observation  that  I  would  wish  to  make 
as  characteristic  of  the  quiet  water,  is  that  the 
roach  there  becomes  an  extremely  localised  fish. 
It  has  long  been  my  opinion  that  he  is  no  traveller 
or  explorer,  and  observation  has  confirmed,  as  it 
founded,  the  belief.  Even  when  on  the  feed  I  am 
convinced  that  his  movements  are  most  limited, 
although  they  may  at  the  same  time  be  active. 
A  good  illustrative  case  occurred  to  me  three 
weeks  ago  when  fishing  in  the  Lea  at  the  Angel 
Road  end  of  the  long  length  into  which  the  fish 
taken  from  the  East  London  Company's  reser- 
voirs in  the  summer  were  deposited.  I  had 
selected  a  spot  after  some  minutes  of  careful 
observation  up  and  down  the  banks  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood.  Twenty  minutes  of 
fishing  did  not  produce  any  tangible  result,  but  it 
confirmed  me  in  my  choice,  for  at  the  end  of  that 
time  a  roach  rose  exactly  over  the  spot  I  was 
fishing.  Fully  another  twenty  minutes  elapsed 
before  I  found  my  first  fish ;  but  I  had  been  well 
on  the  qui  vive,  for  I  was  confident  that  my 
labours  would  be  rewarded,  and  I  was  not  dis- 
appointed. A  couple  of  hours  of  perseverance 
found  me  in  possession  of  ten  fish.  The  evidence 
of  that  rising  fish  was  sufiicient  for  me  to  be 
satisfied  that  there  were  fish  in  that  spot,  and 
fish,  too,  likely  to  repay  the  attempt  at  capture, 
for  I  am  convinced  that  a  rising  roach  is  a  good 
omen  to  the  angler  who  is  fishing  that  spot  nine 
times  out  of  ten.  But  the  case  in  question  is 
stronger  evidence  in  support  of  my  theory. 
During  those  two  hours  I  had  possessed  myself  of 
further  observations.  A  fish  or  two  had  risen 
both  a  few  yards  above  and  a  few  yards  below 
me,  the  second  and  succeeding  fish  in  the  two 
directions  rising  within  a  couple  of  yards  of  the 
first.  My  conclusions  were  that  there  were  two 
distinct  shoals  of  fish  in  those  two  places,  besides 
the  intermediate  shoal  on  which  1  was  engaged. 
This  knowledge  I  put  to  practical  use  when  at 
length  I  deemed  that  sport  would  be  better 
served  by  a  change  of  place.  I  moved  to  the 
lower  spot,  and  presently  found  myself  into  a  fish. 
Four  more  followed  at  intervals,  though  not  so 
quickly  as  in  my  first  place.  I  had  already  done 
very  well  for  an  afternoon's  fishing  on  a  short  day, 
and  was  making  up  my  mind  to  finish  the  rest  of 
the  available  time  in  this  spot  rather  than  begin 
at  the  top  shoal  of  fish  I  had  marked  out,  when  a 
nice  fish  rose  over  my  original  position.  That 
decided  me.  I  was  satisfied  that  whatever  state 
the  remaining  fish  there  might  have  been  in  when 
I  left  them,  they  at  least  had  no  fears  now.  I 
accordingly  returned  to  finish  up  some  half  hour 
of  remaining  daylight,  and  when  I  finally  packed 
up,  three  moi-e  fish  had  been  added  to  my  take,  the 
three  being  of  about  14oz.,  lloz.,  and  6oz. 
l-espectively.  A  week  later  I  went  to  Angel  Road 
again,  and,  considering  that  I  had  sufficiently 
depleted  the  spot  from  which  I  had  obtained  the 
bulk  of  my  fish  the  week  previously,  I  did  not 
even  try  it.  Many  men  would  have  gone  straight 
to  it,  as  though  the  possibilities  of  the  place  were 
inexhaustible.  Instead,  I  went  above  it,  and  when 
it  was  time  to  change  I  moved  to  the  spot  below. 
The  total  at  the  end  of  that  afternoon  was  thirteen 
fish.  During  the  fishing  I  marked  yet  another 
spot  higher  up  for  a  future  occasion,  the  tell-tale 
being,  as  Vjetore,  the  repeated  rising  of  a  fish 
within  a  little  of  the  rising  place  of  a  previously 
moving  fish.  On  the  other  hand,  I  did  not 
observe  a  single  rise  over  the  spot  I  had  intention- 
ally avoided.  A  fact,  I  take,  which  confirmed 
the  wisdom  of  my  conduct. 

I  have  attached  great  importance  to  the  story 
to  he  deduced  from  a  rising  roach  in  still  water 
fishing,  and  also  on  the  wisdom  of  not  remaining 
too  long  in  one  place.  Let  me  now  give  my  views 
on  these  two  points  a  little  more  exactly.  As  I 
have  said,  the  roach  is  no  traveller.  With  this 
observation  as  an  hypothesis,  I  build  my  theory. 

is  a  most  interesting  question  to  enter  upon — 


this  localising  of  the  fish.  Why,  when  to  all 
appearance  the  favoured  places  are  widely 
different,  should  one  place  be  accepted  by  the  fish 
to  the  absolute  exclusion  of  all  others  ?  Per- 
sonally, I  cannot  give  a  satisfactory  reply,  though 
I  have  had  the  matter  under  careful  observation 
for  a  long  time.  It  is  generally  accepted  that 
the  roach  prefers  a  quiet,  secluded  retreat.  There 
are,  to  my  mind,  as  many  exceptions  as  cases 
which  support  this.  My  own  observations  are 
that  in  one  place  a  clear  gravelly  bottom  is  the 
apparent  cause  of  the  preference;  but  against 
this  I  can  set  off  many  cases  in  quiet  waters  of 
my  experience  where  the  reverse  conditions 
prevail  to  a  marked  extent — mud,  or  mud  with 
the  usual  accompaniment  of  freely  growing  weed, 
being  the  most  evident  characteristic  of  the 
chosen  habitat.  Sometimes  a  flow  of  pure  water 
from  some  side  stream  will  apparently  be  the 
accountable  cause,  but  in  that  1  have  not  much 
confidence.  I  have  found  it  a  common  idea 
amongst  some  anglers  that  in  winter  the  fish  are 
especially  favourable  to  such  a  spot.  I  have  not 
found  any  decisive  proof  of  this,  though  I  have 
had  some  waters  iinder  close  and  continuous 
observation  for  years.  In  some  cases  the  altera- 
tions of  depth  seem  adequate  to  account  for  the 
preference,  while,  it  miist  reluctantly  be  said, 
other  places  are  most  certainly  chosen  because 
of  the  influx  of  sewage  or  impure  matter. 
Altogether,  it  seems  to  me  that  no  one  cause  is 
adequate  to  account  for  the  extreme  differences 
of  locality  which  roach  will  select  for  permanent 
occupation.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
question  of  food  is  really  at  the  root  of  the 
problem ;  but  when  one  finds  a  continuous  length 
of  gravelly  bottom  inhabited  in  one  part  and 
perhaps  fishless  in  another — such,  for  instance, 
as  one  may  find  in  parts  of  the  Lea — the  problem 
is  all  the  more  difficult  of  solution.  In  two  cases 
a  change  of  locality  occurs.  In  the  spawning 
season  the  fish  seek  haunts  as  free  from  molesta- 
tion as  possible,  and  in  deep  winter  they  prefer 
the  quieter  of  two  sides  of  water  when  barge 
traffic,  if  such  occurs,  would  otherwise  compel 
them  to  move  from  one  side  to  another.  For  this 
reason  it  is  always  best  in  mid-winter  fishing  to 
choose  the  uninterrupted  side  of  the  water  from 
which  to  fish.  To  return.  A  rising  fish,  on 
the  hypothesis  already  advanced,  must  then 
indicate  the  habitat  of  a  shoal  of  fish.  What, 
then,  is  the  practical  lesson  to  be  drawn  from 
this  ?  Surely  the  obvious  one  that  such  a  spot 
should  at  once  cause  the  angler  to  set  to  work 
there  if  he  is  looking  out  for  a  place,  and  if  not 
so  doing  to  make  a  mental  note  of  the  occurrence 
for  a  future  necessity.  Further,  I  quite  believe 
that  if  any  fish  are  to  be  taken,  rising  fish 
indicate  a  favourable  activity  amongst  them.  I 
am  convinced  that  if  an  angler  cannot  succeed 
when  and  where  fish  are  rising,  be  must  look  to 
himself  for  the  cause,  and  not  complain  of  the 
fish.  One  cannot  be  always  fishing  one  piece  of 
water,  and  the  prime  difficiilty  when  making  the 
acquaintance  of  a  new  water  is  to  know  where  to 
fish.  Better  than  to  trust  to  the  evidences  of 
former  anglers  having  selected  any  spot  is  to  look 
out  for  the  tell-tale  of  a  rising  fish.  If  none  such 
can  be  seen,  then  other  considerations  must  avail. 
First  and  foremost  for  one's  own  comfort  when 
fishing,  preference  would  then  be  given  to  a  clean, 
gravelly  looking  spot,  independent  of  any  opinion 
as  to  such  being  a  likely  habitat.  If,  after  a 
reasonable  trial — say,  anything  over  an  hour — a 
fish  is  not  forthcoming,  my  advice  is  to  shift. 
The  time  will  be  more  profitably  spent  in  making 
observations  whilst  deliberately  moving  along  the 
bank.  It  is  a  grand  motto  for  the  angler  to 
"  make  haste  slowly "  to  catch  fish  when  first 
making  the  acquaintance  of  a  piece  of  water. 
Another  useful  hint  in  selecting  a  spot  is  to  take 
into  consideration  the  varying  volumes  of  water 
in  different  parts.  It  will  often  happen  that, 
owing  to  an  expansion  in  width,  one  spot  will  have 
in  it  double  the  amount  of  water  that  obtains  in 
a  corresponding  length  along  another  part.  If 
increased  width  does  not  lead  to  a  long  expanse 
of  shallow  water  from  the  bank  outwards,  then 
such  a  spot  should  most  certainly  be  tried.  If, 
however,  wide  and  shallow  is  the  case,  then  the 
spot  would  be  better  avoided,  for  although  there 
is  increased  width  there  is  no  proportionate  in- 
crease of  volume  of  water ;  and  though  roach,  as 
I  have  said,  are  no  travellers,  yet  they  show  a 
partiality,  which  seems  to  me  natural,  for  places 


with  increased  volume  of  water — that  is,  ceteris 
paribus  A  useful  caution,  too,  is  not  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  charming  appearance  of  this  or 
that  part  of  the  banks.  I  do  not,  of  course,  mean 
that  you  should  have  no  soul  above  the  mere  cap- 
ture of  fish.  Far,  indeed,  from  that !  Foster  the 
sensitive  mind  of  the  poet  in  yourself ;  let  Nature 
appeal  to  eye,  and  ear,  and  heart ;  soliloquize  as 
deeply  and  inconsistently  as  Jacques  j  feel  your- 
self a  little  better  man  from  the  inspiration  of 
noble  thoughts  that  the  loveliness  and  solitude  of 
the  waters  must  ever  engender ;  have  a  musician's 
ear  for  the  mellowing  overtones  in  the  song  of  the 
thrush,  and  the  marvellous  strength  of  the  carol 
that  such  a  microscopic  glottis  as  the  lark  can  pro- 
duce ;  have  an  artist's  eye  for  the  picture  contained 
in  that  flowering  iris  nestled  amongst  those  rushes 
over  there  with  that  backgi-ound  of  willow  and 
hazel — but  with  all  that  observe  a  due  proportion 
amongst  so  many  delights.  Think  of  the  un- 
disturbed reverie  you  can  have  as  you  regretfully, 
yet  happily,  wend  your  way  home  in  the  gloaming 
with  the  peace  and  rest  settling  all  around. 
Think  of  this,  I  say,  and  relegate  to  that  hour,  so 
far  as  you  are  able,  those  thoughts  and  feelings 
that  may  otherwise  seduce  you  from  your 
primary  purpose.  How  often  have  I  sat  down  in 
a  most  unlikely  spot  for  successful  fishing,  too 
captivated  with  the  charms  around  to  be  any 
cause  of  terror  to  unwary  fish !  And  have  not 
you,  reader,  done  the  same,  and  will  do  the  like 
again  yet,  despite  this  warning  ?  Yes,  we  admit 
it  is  folly  from  the  angling  point  of  view,  but  we 
do  it.  I  think  Schubert  must  have  been  a  fisher- 
man, or  he  could  never  have  so  perfectly  drawn 
that  masterpiece  of  analogy  as  is  to  be  found  in 
his  setting  of  Goethe's  words  in  that  too  rarely 
heard  "  Chorus  of  spirits  floating  over  the 
waters."    But  this  is  digressing. 

When  you  have  used  all  your  judgment  in 
choosing  a  spot  that  is  most  likely  to  favour  your 
purpose  you  have  still  to  catch  your  fish.  And 
but  too  often  to  some  "  there's  the  rub."  Anglers 
who  would  approach  the  bank  on  bended  knee  if 
fishing  for  trout  will  forget  that,  in  its  way,  aa 
much  respect  is  necessary  to  allure  the  wary 
roach.  Elementary  amongst  elementary  principles 
in  the  practice  of  the  gentle  art,  how  often  have 
I  seen  its  practitioners  most  utterly  ignore  it! 
There  is  some  extenuation  to  plead  for  the  casual 
stroller  along  the  bank,  who,  seeing  you  land  a 
fish,  forthwith  innocently  stands  on  the  extreme 
edge  of  the  bank  to  watch  for  the  success  to  be 
repeated,  though,  in  effect,  to  prohibit  it  for  the 
next  hour!  But  in  an  angler  such  acts  are 
barbarous.  Then  bear  the  moral  in  view  when- 
ever you  have  intentions  against  fish.  Sit  down, 
whatever  you  are  doing,  or  else  get  away  from 
the  bank  till  you  can  proceed  about  your  business 
without  the  necessity  of  being  in  the  standing 
position. 

Let  your  ground-bait  suit  the  hook  bait — on 
this  point  I  must  regretfully  be  brief  though  it  is 
vital — and  do  not  cross  bait.  If  you  think  you 
will  be  likely  to  change  the  kind  of  bait,  then 
begin  with  that  bait  which  can  be  correctly 
followed  by  the  bait  to  which  you  will  change. 
For  example,  you  can  quite  correctly  follow  potato 
or  bread  fishing  with  gentles,  but  to  reverse  the 
order  would  be  monstrous — that  is  if  you  had 
been  using  your  gentles  as  you  should  have  been. 
Then  be  very  judicious  on  the  amount  of  ground- 
bait  you  use.  It  must  not  only  suit  the  hook 
bait,  but  it  must  also  be  used  more  or  less 
sparingly  according  to  the  'character  of  that  bait. 
Further,  you  would  not  think  of  always  using  the 
same  amount  of  gi-ound-bait  to  the  same  hook 
bait,  surely!  You  would,  of  course,  distinguish 
between  the  requirements  of  a  gravelly  bottom 
and  a  muddy  or  weedy  one,  as  you  would  also  if 
your  spot  was  raked  over  by  passing  craft  or  was 
undisturbed.  Other  considerations,  that  I  can- 
not even  mention  here,  would  also  meet  with 
their  due  regard  from  you. 

And  now  let  me  say  a  few  words  on  tackle  and 
manipulation  before  drawing  this  long  article  to 
its  close.  Whatever  style  you  adopt,  you  must 
fish  "  light  and  fine."  And  I  mean  what  I  say. 
Unless  under  exceptional  circumstances,  you  are 
ruining  all  your  chances  of  success,  and  all  your 
other  judicious  actions  will  avail  you  nothing,  if 
your  tackle  does  not  end  with  the  finest  drawn 
gut,  or  if  it  is  shotted,  at  the  outside,  with  more 
than  two  of  the  smallest  shots.  Many  times 
have  I  had  a  show  of  fish  when  men  who  could 
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manipulate  their  tools  as  well  as  myself  had  only 
blanks,  simply  and  entirely  due  to  the  coarseness 
of  their  tackle  and  the  weight  of  their  shotting. 
And  now  comes  the  gi-and  distinction  between 
roach  fishing  in  sti'ongand  in  still  waters — ninety- 
uine  times  in  every  hundred  you  will  succeed  best 
in  still  water  fishing  by  laying  your  bait  and 
resting  your  shot  on  the  bottom.  I  leave  the 
odd  case  as  a  reserve  against  the  opinion  of  any 
who  differ  from  my  experience.  FossDYKE. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishino 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  flnd  the  f  me  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 


Add 


5.5  min.  for  Kew. 
•5  ,,  Kiehmond. 

80  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
8.3    „     ,,  Teddington, 


(30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
j40  „     „  Putney. 
^4-5   ,,     ,,  Hammersmith, 
(50    ,.     „  Barnes. 
E.'CAMPLE  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddiogton  at  3.25,  or  8-5  minutes  later. 

X.B  — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  yery  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  Londo!i  Bridoe. 

Slorning.  Evening. 

turday,  Feb.  11                               2.23    2.4-: 

  3.  8    3.21) 

  3.49    4.10 

  4.31    4  51 

,                          5.11    5.29 

  5.48    6.  7 

  6.28    C  50 

High  Watee  at  Ambeeley  and  Pdlborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  11    3.  3    3.2.5 

Sunday.       „    12    3.48    4.  9 

Monday,  13    4.2y    4.00 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Polborongh  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


nday,  , 

12 

nday.  ,, 

13 

-sday.  , 

14 

.  -Jnesday,  , 

15 

1  hursday,  , 

16 

Friday,  ,, 

17 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Eemarks. — One  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  for  some  time  has  been  to  gather  any- 
thing of  interest  in  the  form  of  news  as  to  the  grand  old 
river  in  reference  to  matters  piscatorial,  and  I  can  say 
■with  truth,  after  a  lengthened  experience,  I  cannot 
remember  a  period  when  a  similar  dearth  prevailed. 
Some  few  intervals  have,  however,  relieved  the  monotony, 
and  the  items  at  the  end  of  last  week  from  Mr.  McBride, 
of  Teddington,  came  as  a  great  relief,  and  his  successes 
amongst  the  jack  inspired  one  with  the  hope  that  jack 
fishing  had  made  a  good  start,  and  getting  well  on  the 
feed.  The  idea  of  feeding  reminds  me  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers'  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
when,  as  reported  in  one  of  the  .sporting  newspapers,  some 
one  was  heard  to  remark  across  the  table  I  was  referred  to 
as  being  the  hero  of  one  thousand  dinners.  It  is  now 
some  time  since  I  was  designated  as  the  "  hero  of 
five  hundred  dinners,"  and  I  think  I  remarked  at  one 
of  the  club  dinners  I  considered  it  was  something 
nnder  the  mark.  I  do  not  think  I  can  make  the  same 
remark  now  as  I  did  then.  The  weather  still  continues  in 
a  very  imsettled  condition,  and  it  is  difficult  to  speculate 
as  to  its  future  character.  According  to  the  veteran 
William  Milbourne's  report,  on  Monday  last  the  river  was 
in  good  order,  and  had  been  for  some  days,  affording  the 
bast  evidence  there  would  be  some  good  perch  fishing,  as 
those  fish  were  well  on  the  feed.  In  my  angling  days 
perch  fishing  was  my  favourite  sport,  and  I  have  had  many 
snccessfid  days  amongst  them.  It  will  be  a  matter  of  great 
satisfaction  to  find  the  perch  are  giving  sport  to  the 
anglers,  and  the  good  old  days  of  angling  for  them  have 
again  returned.  For  the  last  three  or  four  years  there 
has  been  some  evidence  they  were  still  in  the  river,  and 
some  have  been  taken  of  a  good  size.  There  was  a  time 
when  they  could  be  found  in  all  portions  of  the  river,  and 
the  take  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes,  fishing  for  a 
c Duple  of  hours  at  Borough  Head,  Laleham,  I  do  not  think 
will  ever  be  eclipsed  as  regards  the  character  and  quantity 
of  fish,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them. — B. 

  (Oatchet). — John  Keene,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

G.  Shepherd,  seven  dozen  of  roach  and  four  chub  (many 
of  the  roach  weighed  from  lib.  to  l^lb.  each  ;  the  largest 

lab,  ^Jlb.J  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Phipps,  301b.  of  good 

ach  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Jones,  201b.  of  fine  roach  ; 
and  another  day,  with  Mr.  O'Dowd,  three  brace  of  chub 
and  two  dozen  of  roach. — B. 

  (Datchet). — No  sooner  does  the  river  get  in  good 

trim  than  down  comes  the  rain.  To-day,  the  8t;h,  the 
river  has  risen  4fc.  since  the  .5th,  and  every  prospect  of  it 
being  still  higher.— G.  Ll  m.sden. 

  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne  at  the 

beginning  of  the  week  writes  :  "  The  water  is  now  in  good 
I  order  for  all  fishing,  but  I  am  afraid  if  we  get  much  more 
I  rain  it  will  put  i"-  out  of  order  again.  The  perch  are  well 
on  the  feed,  and  one  day  in  the  middle  of  last  week  Mr. 
Gann  creeleid  eighteen  of  them,  from  Jib.  to  Jib.  each. 
Thomas  Milbourne,  fishing  with  a  gentleman  for  two  days, 
!  landed  seven  dozen  of  perch,  of  which  only  forty  of  the 
best  were  kep".  The  private  boats  have  been  all  doing 
well  with  the  perch.  The  bank  anglers  have  done  well 
j    amongst  the  roa';h." — B. 

i  —  (Hampton).— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer,  of  London, 
||    flthing  one  day  with  J.  Langshaw,  creeled  351b.  weight  of 


perch,  the  largest  weighing  IJlb  ;  there  were  six  brace 
weighing  over  lib.  each,  and  over  three  dozen  were 
returned  to  the  river  again.  Langshaw  sajs  both  perch 
and  jack  are  well  on  the  feed,  bat  is  ia  want  of  anglers  to 
come  and  get  amongst  thorn. — B. 

  (Henley). — Feb.  8. — Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  of 

the  last  few  days  the  river  ia  again  quite  out  of  condition. 
Marsh  Weir  is  drawn.  A  very  heavy  stream  running, 
which  is  rising  fast.  1  do  not  think  it  will  even  be  fit 
for  bank  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week,  there  being  a  lot 
of  snow  in  the  water.  Sport  continued  good  while  the 
frost  lasted,  bat  little  has  been  done  since.  On  the  2nd 
inst.,  Mr.  S.  Meyers,  out  with  J.  James,  took  four  jack, 
the  bf  st  two  fish  weighing  lolb.  On  the  same  date,  a 
patron  of  G.  Arljtt,  ten  jack,  best  fish  Gib.,  and  a  few 
perch.  On  the  3rd  inst.,  Mr.  J.  Harvey,  jun.,  five  jack, 
best  fish  8Jlb.,  and  six  brace  of  perch  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs, 
out  with  W.  Vaughan,  four  jack,  best  fish  GJlb.,  and 
twenty  perch  weighing  just  over  lOlb.,  best  perch 
lib.  7oz. ;  Mr.  Woodhouse,  out  with  G.  Vaughan,  five 
jack,  best  fish  4Jlb.,  and  si.x  brace  of  perch,  bast 
perch  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Clisby,  jun.,  out  with  J.  James, 
twelve  brace  of  perch,  best  brace  31b, ;  Dr.  Jeston,  fishing 
with  Bob  Young,  at  Medmenham,  took  thirty  brace  of 
retainable  perch,  besi  Jes  returning  fifty  of  the  same  fish, 
best  three  perch  weighing  just  over  31b.  On  the  4th 
inst.,  Mr.  Hawes,  fishing  the  Loddon,  accompanied  by 
W.  Vaughan,  secured  a  nice  pike  weighing  131b.,  and 
another  41b.  fish.  On  the  same  date,  Messrs.  Coborn  and 
Jones,  out  with  G.  Arlett,  a  bag  of  roach,  perch,  and  four 
jack  weighing  121b.  On  the  5th  inst.,  Mr.  W.  Meyers, 
out  with  J.  James,  three  jack,  best  fish  SJlb.  On  the 
same  date,  Dr.  Eiley,  out  with  W.  Vaughan,  three  jack, 
best  two  fish  lOlb. ;  Messrs.  Coborn  and  Jones,  out  with 
G.  Arlett,  twelve  dozen  roach.  On  the  6th  inst.,  Mr. 
Goodwin,  accompanied  by  J.  James,  braved  the  stormy 
weather,  and  succeeded  in  taking  three  jack,  the  best  fish 
weighing  4Jlb.  Bank  anglers  have  had  some  fair  takes  of 
roach  up  to  Ijlb.  A  tench  of  about  21b.  has  been  taken 
while  roach  fishing  with  red  worms.  Feb.  9. — The  water  is 
bank  high  this  morning. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Kingston). — John  Johnson  during  the  week  has 

been  doing  fairly  well  with  the  bream  ;  J.  Knight,  one 
day  with  Mr.  Wells  and  friend,  four  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace,  and  during  the  week  he  has  had  similar  sport ;  J. 
Jennings  has  been  creeling  some  fine  roach,  one  of  them 
weighed  close  on  21b. — B. 

— ■ —  (Siicbmond). — Job  Brain  reports  he  has  been 
getting  a  nice  lot  of  bream. — B. 

 (Staines). — The  only  report  I  have  received  from 

this  district  is  the  water  has  been  very  high  and  a  good 
stream,  but  the  anglers  have  managed  to  get  a  few 
roach. — B. 

(SnnbTiry). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  report 
there  are  plenty  of  fish  but  a  great  scarcity  of  customers, 
and  if  they  will  only  come  they  are  sure  to  make  some 
satisfactory  results,  the  petch  and  jack  being  on  the  feed. 
The  bank  anglnrs  have  been  creeling  some  fine  roach. — B. 

_         (Twickenham).— Mr.  Ogden  Smith  says  :  "  The 

river  has  been  rising  fast  and  the  water  thickening. 
Several  bream  have  been  taken,  also  roach  and  dace.  Lee, 
fishing  with  two  clients  one  day,  landed  275  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  Barrow  and  friend  got  twelve  braoa  of  good  perch." 
K.  Spong,  in  three  days,  twenty  bream  and  101b.  of  roach 
and  dace.  R.  Moffat,  twelve  dozen  roach  and  daoa  and 
eight  bream.  The  other  fishermen  in  raking  have  been 
getting  a  good  quantity  of  dace. — B. 

— (Windsor).— Feb,  8.  Just  as  we  were  getting 
the  pith  and  brains  prepared,  and  seeing  that  the  live  bait 
were  in  good  order,  all  our  plans  were  upset  by  the  rapid 
rise  in  the  river,  which  is  now  in  flood  and  still  rising 
rapidly,  and  should  the  rain  continue  for  the  next  two  days 
nothing  can  prevent  the  river  overflowing  its  banks,  "  not 
even  the  watchful  eye  of  Mr.  Stoneham  and  his  floods 
committee."  During  the  few  days  the  water  wasinorder 
good  sport  was  had.  Mr.  Carey  had  several  good  shows 
of  roach  ;  Mr.  W.  Giles  had  a  nice  dish  consisting  of 
twenty-one  fish  on  the  7th  ;  Mr.  Paioe  good  perch,  several 
over  lib. ;  Mr.  F.  Sharratt,  of  Surly  Hall  Hotel,  has  been 
taking  about  three  dozen  roach  each  day  after  his  mid-day 
repast;  R.  Gray  had  eight  jack  on  the  5th;  and  on  the 
same  day  Mr.  T.  Saunders,  of  Bray,  had  four  in  Surly 
Hall  pool,  the  best  fish  turning  the  scale  at  7ilb.  I  hear 
Lumsden  left  his  favourite  haunts  at  Datchet  for  a  couple 
of  days  last  week,  and  came  up  and  sampled  our  water, 
and  succeeded  in  taking  back  some  good  perch.  James 
Bunre  has  had  some  good  chub  and  roach  with  his  patrons, 
and  Franks,  the  obliging  lock-keeper  at  Romney  Lock,  has 
creeled  i  everal  jack  during  the  short  leisure  time  he  has  at 
his  disposal. — CECin,  Howlett. 

Ancholme  District. — There  is  not  much  coarse  fish- 
ing going  on.  The  Market  Raeen  Trout  Club  is  pro- 
gressing vigorously.  They  have  three  fine  rearing  ponds 
at  Millingham,  covering  a  total  of  about  two  and  a  half 
acres.  The  lower  one  contains  two-year-old  fish,  the 
middle  one  yearlings,  and  in  the  top  one  they  have  this 
week  turned  out  10,COO  fine  trout  fry.  The  fish  already 
therein  have  done  remarkably  well.  The  bottom  pond 
last  year  contained  fish  well  up  to  IJlb. — Thomas  Ford. 

Aran  (Pulborough).— Feb.  8.— Only  a  few  anglers 
visited  here  on  the  5th,  who  experietoed  a  cold,  wet  day. 
Mr.  Wigley,  Bermondsey  Bros.,  took  81b.  bream  and  roach ; 
Mr.  Woods,  St.  John's,  51b.  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Brels- 
forth.  Amicable  Waltanians,  a  21b.  roach  ;  Mr.  Sailfeld, 
Silver  Trout,  a  31b.  13oz.  bream  ;  Mr.  R.  Smith,  same 
club,  four  bream,  about  «lb. ;  Mr.  Burt,  ditto,  two  fair- 
sized  roach.  Since  Sunday  it  has  rained  almost  incess- 
antly, and  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night)  the 
river  has  already  overflown,  and  as  the  water  is  rapidly 
rising  and  still  raining  there  will  be  another  flood.  I 
advise  anglers  not  to  visit  here  on  the  12th,  as  bank  fishing 
will  not  le  posfcible.  Thursday,  Noon. — Almost  inces- 
sant rain.   Land  nnder  water  for  miles,  and  water  still 


rising.  Fishing  out  of  the  question  on  the  12th. — W,  <}, 
IIollman. 

Cefni  River  (Anglesey).— To  prevent  disappoint- 
ment,  this  river  is  not  open  till  the  Ist  of  Marc'a.  Aft«r 
such  a  mild  winter  sport  should  be  good  in  Anglesey.— 
W.  H. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — In  conversation  with 
one  of  the  keepers  I  asaertained  that  in  spite  of  the  severe 
floods  rccjntly  experienced  the  spawning  (in  the  lower 
waters  at  any  rate)  has  been  fairly  prolific.  The  fish 
have  also  spawned  well  in  the  Hems  and  Harbourue,  tsvo 
tributiries  well  patronised  by  anglers.  Altogether  there 
is  every  prospect  of  a  good  season,  the  run  of  fish  having 
been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  new  passps  which  have 
been  provided  at  Totnes  and  liackfast  by  the  conservators 
at  great  expense.  Although  last  SBason's  salmon  fishing 
by  rod  and  line  was  considered  poor,  yet,  when  compared 
with  many  other  Devon  streams,  sport  on  the  Dart  seems 
to  have  been  about  the  best  oVjtained. — Devo.nia.v. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).— The  water  still  keeps 
ruLning  high  and  very  thick,  with  no  sign  of  improvement, 
as  we  have  had  a  fall  of  snow.  Two  otters  were  seen 
sporting  a  few  days  agi  close  to  the  town,  a  good  sign 
as  to  plenty  of  fish  being  about. — H.  S.  Haela.nd. 
(Feb.  G.) 

Devonshire  Streams.— Although  a  good  deal  of 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  spawning  beds  by  the  heavy 
floods,  yet  reports  from  many  rivers  are  more  favourable 
than  would  have  been  anticipated.  Fly  fishing  on  Eome 
rivers  opened  last  week,  but  the  preserved  portion.s  of 
the  Otter  will  not  open  until  March  1.  Fly  fishing  on 
the  waters  under  the  TJp-Exe  Association  commences  on 
Tuesday  next ;  minnow  and  worm  fishing  opening  on 
May  1  and  June  15  respectively.  No  trout  under  7in. 
are  to  be  retained. — Devonian. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Fembrokeshire).— 
The  salmon  season  (rod)  opened  on  the  2nd  of  this  month. 
We  hear  that  a  great  many  salmon  went  up  the  rivers 
during  the  recent  heavy  floods.  No  sport  as  yet.  The 
forthcoming  trout  season  should  be  good,  owing  to  tte 
mild  winter  we  have  had. — H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  rainy  period  has 
again  resumed  its  sway , rendering  the  rivers  quite  unfishable. 
Prior  to  this  several  pike  of  small  size  were  killed,  a  catch 
of  four  (lircfett  51b.)  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  A.  J. 
Roberts,  on  Thursday  last.  Our  anglers  are  now  anticipa,- 
ting  the  opening  of  the  trout  season ,  which,  on  the  two  lower 
associs-tion  waters,  will  be  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
next  week.  Following  a  mild  winter  and  tons  of  water 
a  fair  opening  is  confidently  expected. — Red  Pai^mee. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  I^incs.  and  Cambs.),— 
Sport  on  the  Fen  waters  was  gradually  on  the  wane 
owing  to  the  deepening  of  the  frost.  On  Saturday  there 
was  more  talk  of  skating  than  fishing.  Then  came  the 
snow  of  Monday  and  its  thaw.  Pre.'^ent  appearances 
indicate  work  for  the  week-end.  Up  to  the  closing  of  the 
waters  epDrt  was  fairly  good,  particularly  among  pike.^ 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  cold  has  had 
an  effect  on  fishing  on  the  Idle.  Some  anglers  on  the 
waters  below  Retford  failed  to  raise  a  fish,  and  the  snow 
this  week  will  not  improve  the  outlook.  Some  few  dishes 
of  grayling  were  obtained  from  the  higher  waters,  whilst 
odd  reports  are  to  hand  of  roach  and  dace  from  the  lower 
districts.  Trout  fishing  opened  on  Thursday  according  to 
law,  but  it  will  be  a  month  at  least  before  anything  is  done 
worth  recording. — L. 

Iiark  (Lackford  and  Flempton).— The  rirer  is  in 
good  all  round  order,  though  only  a  few  have  been  trying 
their  luck,  in  consequence  of  the  cold  east  winds  prevailing 
all  last  week.  Mr.  W.  G.  King,  out  on  the  2nd  inst.,  Idlled 
five  roach  weighing  31b. — A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lake  Corron  (Bodor^an,  Anglesey).— This  lake 
opened  on  the  1st  inst.  for  trout  fishing,  but  the  presence 
of  ice  kepn  anglers  away.  Now  all  traces  of  i"^  having 
disappeared,  good  sport  may  be  anticipated. — W.  H. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Xieominsuer).  —  Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  out  of  order  for  some  weeks, 
but  had  gone  down  and  cleared  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
and  there  was  a  prospect  of  fishing  being  had  until  Satur- 
day alternoon,  when  snow  began  to  fall,  and  this  was 
followed  by  falls  of  sleet  and  rain,  and  the  snow  was  soon 
all  rushed  off  the  hills,  and  came  down  into  the  rivers,  and 
they  are  now  running  high  and  muddy  and  bank  full,  and 
quite  out  of  all  order  for  fishing,  and  will  be  so  for  some 
time.      The  Pinsley  is  running  high  and  muddy. — 

GWYNNE. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— A 

little  more  than  a  fortnight  since  we  lad  the  ti^hest  flood 
recorded  for  forty-seven  years.  It  was  runnirg  down 
nicely,  and  just  getting  fishable,  when  on  Sunday  and 
Monday  heavy  snowstorms  prevailed,  followed  on  Tuesday 
by  rain,  the  effect  of  which  is  that  the  rivers  are  now 
overflowing  their  banks,  and  at  time  of  writing  (6  p.m. 
Wednesday)  they  are  still  rising.  This  will  settle  the 
grayling  fishing,  and  can  only  look  forward  to  the  trout, 
whose  season  commences  March  2.  Am  much  afraid  that, 
owing  to  the  long  continued  swollen  state  of  the  rivers, 
the  fish  will  tot  be  in  as  good  condition  as  usual. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Tycroes,  Anglesey).— This  lake 
and  adjoining  Crygyll  river  are  now  opened.  I  would 
strongly  advise  a.nglers  to  stick  to  minnow  fishing  rather 
than  fly  for  a  month.  A  Brown  Devon  lait  is  as  good  a 
killer  as  any  pattern, — W.  H. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  pranks  of  the  weather 
must  be  held  responsible  for  a  large  share  of  the  yettj 
annoyances  of  our  everyday  life  ;  bat,  of  course,  the 
disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  are  prone  against  this  kind  of 
thing.  However,  their  p.irticular  sport  is  interfered  with 
to  such  a  degree  that  they  may  very  well  be  pardoned  for 
now  and  then  losing  all  patience.  Since  last  week,  when 
I  was  able  to  report  an  improvement  in  the  river,  matters 
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have  again  taken  a  backward  course,  and  at  the  present 
time  (Wednesday  evening)  the  water  is  a  foot  higher  than 
it  was  last  week,  with  every  likelihood  of  a  further  rise. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  I  noticed  two  of  our  old  anglers 
out  in  their  boat  this  morEing  near  Peterborough  Bridge, 
and  they  were  doing  fair  execution  by  landing  some  good 
specimens  of  roach. — B.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budieigh  Salterton).— Trout  fishing  on  the 
public  water  here,  and  on  one  or  two  reaches  of  private 
water  higher  up  the  river,  opened  on  last  Wednesday,  the 
2nd  inst.  The  river  was  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  but 
there  was  a  ve  ry  sharp  frost  and  bitter  north-east  wind,  and 
consequently  few  anglers  were  out.  A  few  fish  moved  in 
the  warmest  part  of  the  day,  about  1  p.m.,  and  one  rod 
took  two  brace.  They  were  not  in  very  good  condition. 
The  Otter  is  certainly  a  very  early  river,  but  February  is 
really  too  early  to  begin  fishing.  Since  the  opening  day 
the  sharp  weather  has  quite  disappeared,  and  heavy  rains 
have  fallen,  and  at  present  time  of  reporting  (Wednesday, 
Feb.  8.)  the  river  is  in  flood. — Heeon. 

Ouse  (Denver). — Angling  in  this  locality  has  been 
of  a  very  indifferent  character  since  the  autumn,  the 
rodsters  having  been  very  few,  and  those  far  between  ; 
but  the  past  snap  of  frost  has  apparently  put  them  upon 
the  warpath  once  again,  several  being  out  last  week  with 
very  fair  success  ;  the  pike  running  well  in  the  Ten  Mile 
river,  where  several  decent  fish  were  secured.  There  was 
a  slight  fall  of  snow  on  Saturday  night,  with  some  heavy 
rain  since,  particularly  so  on  Wednesday  morning.  Not- 
withstanding this,  the  water  appears  to  be  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  those  by  the  riverside,  and  in  a  position  to  do  so. 
Fay  that  capital  sport  should  now  be  forthcoming. — 
Water  Wagtail. 

Plymouth. — We  shall  soon  now  have  the  commence- 
ment of  the,  trout  and  salmon  fishing,  and  we  certainly 
cannot  complain  of  a  scarcity  of  water  through  the  spawn- 
ing season  and  winter,  in  fact,  I  am  told  that  on  some  of 
the  rivers  the  bed  has  been  literally  changed,  so  that  we 
shall  have  to  look  for  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new,  instead 
of  our  old  pools  which  we  could  almost  find  in  the  dark. 
Everything  bids  fair  for  a  good  season,  although  I  have 
no  fault  to  find  with  the  last. — William  Heardee. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Angling  visitors  in  this  neighbourhood  have  had 
a  very  bad  time,  owing  to  the  floods  and  unpropitious  state 
of  the  weather,  which  has  been  most  unfavourable.  Eain, 
hail,  sleet,  and  snow  have  been  in  the  ascendant,  but  it  is 
somewhat  comforting  to  know  that  a  few  days  ago  another 
pike  was  captured  in  the  River  Vyrnwy  near  Llaiiymy- 
neoh  which  weighed  81b.,  and  more  gratifying  still  to  find 
that  on  being  dissected  there  was  found  inside  him  another 
baby  pike,  2Ib.  in  weight,  only  partially  digested.  What 
cannibals  pike  must  be. 

Stour  (Bures,  Buifolk).— Sport  has  been  very  slow 
in  this  district  during  the  past  week,  snow  water  being 
in  the  water  no  doubt  being  the  chief  cause.  Several 
anglers  were  out  on  Feb.  8,  but  nearly  all  had  blanks.  A 
few  roach  up  to  lib.  each  have  since  been  taken  by  local 
anglers,  but  fish  are  not  in  good  biting  humour.  On 
Wednesday  night  we  had  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  and  the 
river  this  morning  (Thursday)  is  running  thick  and  strong, 
and,  whatever  weather  happens,  will  be  running  with 
plenty  of  colour  on  Feb.  12. — W,  T.  Bainbridge. 

Stour  (Christchurch,  Hants).— Mr.  F.  G.  Lloyd, 
fishing  Newlyn'a  subscription  section,  bad  the  following 
sport  with  pike,  catching  on  Feb.  3,  161b.,  141b.,  111b., 
111b.,  51b..  41b.,  21b. ;  and  on  Feb.  4,  21  Jib.,  16ilb.,  141b., 
91b.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b.— Henry  Nbwlyn. 

Bnssez  Rivers  and  CMclieBter  Canals  —  The 
sudden  break  up  of  the  frost,  with  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  has 
quite  upset  livers,  which  are  now  high  and  thick.  A  few 
small  pike  were  taken  from  the  Ouse  early  in  the  week  in 
the  Barcombe  district,  and  a  brace  of  5lb.  fish  from  the 
Fletching  portion  of  the  river.  Sport  before  the  break  up 
of  the  frost  was  fairly  good  in  the  Bother.  Two  anglers 
from  Brighton  secured  a  brace  of  pike,  weighing  51b.  and 
4Jlb.  respectively,  and  some  smaller  fish  averaging  3 Jib., 
all  taken  with  paternoster.  A  perch  of  Ijlb.  was  taken 
with  worm.  The  Adur  on  the  5th  was  unfishable.  The 
canal  at  Chichester  was  frozen  over  in  parts  at  the  end  of 
the  week,  but  the  hope  of  skating  was  dispelled  by  the 
rapid  thaw.  A  few  pike  have  been  secured  with  live  bait, 
but  nothing  exceeding  4Jlb.  has  come  under  my  notice. 
The  board  of  conservators  of  the  Ouse  have  decided  to 
spend  the  sum  of  £50  this  year  towards  re-stocking  the 
liver.  With  the  myriads  of  bream,  perch,  roach,  and  pike 
in  ChiohcEtar  Canil,  a  few  could  well  be  spared,  and 
permission,  doubtless,  granted  to  net  the  water. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Teigu  (Newton  Abbot).— The  Lower  Teign  Fishing 
Association  and  Mr.  St.  Maur,  who  owns  a  good  deal  of 
water,  are,  unfortunately,  at  cross  purposes.  The  latter, 
in  terminating  the  arrangement  which  has  existed  between 
himself  and  the  association  for  an  exchange  of  waters, 
wrote  that  he  was  tirjd  of  the  methods  of  the  association, 
and  should  retain  the  whole  of  hij  water  for  the  future, 
or  rent  portions  of  it  to  private  individuals,  but  never 
again  to  the  association.  He  further  stated  that  he  hid 
arranged  to  rent  the  fishing  on  a  good  deal  cf  the  river 
formerly  held  by  the  association.  The  result  of  a  meeting 
of  the  association  was  that  Mr.  St.  Maur  has  been  informed 
that  they  considered  he  has  been  treated  with  every 
courtesy,  and  characterised  hh  conduct,  in  renting  water 
previously  theirB  as  very  unsportsmanlike.  The  associa- 
tion also  denies  the  allegation  that  they  have  done  nothing 
towards  "clearing"  the  banks.  It  is  now  reported  that 
Major-General  Mackay-Heriot  and  Mr.  J.  Webster  have 
withdrawn  from  the  committee  of  the  association  in  con- 
sequence of  the  undignified  action  in  writing  to  Mr.  St. 
Maur  in  such  terms  as  that  body  did.  The  rod  fisliing 
report  of  the  board  of  conservators  ehows  that  only 
nineteen  salmon,  averaging  101b,  each,  were  caught  by 
rods  last  eeason. — B. 


Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  district  was 
running  in  fair  order  by  the  end  of  last  week,  and  the 
weather  showed  signs  of  being  suitable  for  anglers  to  get 
out ;  but  on  Saturday  snow  began  to  fall,  and  on  Sunday 
and  Monday  lain,  snow,  and  sleet  fell  at  intervals,  and 
the  ground  was  covered  to  a  depth  of  several  iDohes.  Rain 
fell  on  Tuesday,  and  in  the  night  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain 
washed  all  the  snow  away,  and  caused  the  rivers  to  begin 
to  rise,  and  they  are  now  in  a  flood  and  bank  full,  and  full 
of  snow  water,  and  there  is  not  the  least  prospect  of  any 
sport  for  at  least  a  week.  Friday  last  was  the  first  time 
the  river  was  in  any  order  for  fishing,  and  an  angler  took 
a  few  roach,  which  have  been  the  only  fish  landed  in  this 
district  for  weeks.  The  water  is  still  rising,  and  is  getting 
out  over  the  fields.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  bank  full  and  muddy,  and  are  quite  out  of  fishing 
order,  no  fishing  being  done  in  them  for  some  time. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
subject  to  several  changes  of  late.  Last  week  it  was 
getting  in  fair  order  for  fishing  by  Friday,  but  snow  fell 
on  Saturday  evening  and  covered  the  ground,  and  on 
Sunday  there  was  some  rain  and  sleet,  and  rain  has  been 
had  every  day  since,  and  the  water  is  now  running  very 
high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  [order  for  fishing,  and 
there  is  a  quantity  of  snow  water  in  it,  and  it  will  be 
some  days  before  there  will  be  any  prospect  of  any 
fishing,  and  little  will  be  done  before  trout  fishing  begins. — 

WOECESTER. 

Trent  (Newark).— Down  to  Wednesday  the  Trent 
remained  in  good  condition  for  bottom  fishing,  and  some 
good  roach,  ranging  up  to  lib.  5Joz.,  were  shown  at  the 
Piscatorial  Club-room,  taken  chiefly  with  the  tail  end  of  a 
dew  worm,  but  a  flush  of  Leicestershire  water  has  again 
brought  about  a  disappointment,  and  the  present  is  one 
of  the  worst  experienced  for  years.  Previous  to  the  change 
of  water  pike  were  taken,  live-baiting  ;  several  from  the 
Muskham  and  Holme  lengths,  though  nothing  heavy. — 
Teentsider. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Our  trout 
season  commences  Feb.  15  ;  at  present  there  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport  this  season  again.  The  present 
floods  will  most  likely  take  all  the  late  spawning  salmon 
back.  The  best  flies  for  the  beginning  of  the  season  are 
March  Brown  and  Dark  Blue. — D.  Powell. 

Wltham,  8eo.  (Slid-Iiinoolnsliire).— Reports  from 
the  Witham  district  have  fallen  off  considerably  of  late. 
Little  was  done  last  week.  Prior  to  the  hard  frost  there 
was  roacbing  on  the  Sincil  Dyke  for  tcie  Lincoln  anglers 
between  Bardney  and  Five  Mile  House.  Some  specimens 
up  to  lib.  each  were  obtained.  Snow  will  doubtless  have 
affected  the  river,  but  better  things  are  expect  ei  towards 
the  week-end.  Pike  fishers  had  a  pretty  good  time  of  it 
about  Kirkstead  and  the  lower  lengths,  and  a  specimen 
fish  taken  reached  101b.  or  lUb.  A  visitor,  besides  roach, 
caught  two  and  a  half  brace  (his  best  111b.).  Other 
districts  are  very  quiet. — Ldci. 

Wye  (Builtii  Wells).— Feb.  8.— Salmon  fishing  com- 
menced on  Feb.  2,  but  none  have  been  caught  yet,  though 
theie  are  many  fresh  run  fish  up.  The  spawning  season 
was  very  good.  The  number  of  pike  killed  was  over  230, 
from  lib.  to  131b.  in  weight.  River  high  with  snow  water ; 
weather  mild. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

Yorkshire  Rivers.— The  Yore,  Swale,  Whaefe, 
NiDD,  Aire,  Ouse,  and  other  Yorkshiee  Rivers  kept 
in  good  trim  for  grayling,  pike,  roach,  and  other  fishing  up 
to  yesterday,  and  sport  continued  very  fair  during  the 
week-end,  although  ponds  and  lakes  were  coated  with  ice 
in  many  places  and  prevented  some  of  our  friends  indulg- 
ing in  pike  fishing ;  in  some  instances  as  many  as  fifteen 
degrees  of  frost  were  registered  during  the  nights,  but  the 
temperature  rose  considerably  in  the  daytime,  making 
grayling  fishing  in  the  bright  sunshine  very  enjoyable 
indeed.  No  fresh-water  fish  is  so  susceptible  to  atmo- 
spherical changes  as  the  grayling,  and  an  approaching 
storm  caused  a  falling  off  in  sport  on  Saturday ; 
and  Mr,  J.  Blades,  fishing  at  Aysgarth  and  Askrigg 
on  the  Yore,  did  not  make  a  dish  up  to  his 
usual  standard,  and  he  found  many  of  the  pools 
icebound.  Lower  down  the  river  was  clear  enough 
from  ice,  and  I  made  a  nice  basket  of  grayling  in  the 
streams  between  Wensley  and  and  IMiddleham  ;  at  Danby 
the  Rev.  J.  Murphey  also  met  with  fair  sport.  At 
Masham,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Dent  caught  twenty-three 
grayling,  and  Mr.  Dalton  fifteen,  but  the  dish  of  the  week 
was  the  one  made  by  Mr.  R.  Fortune,  of  Harrogate,  who, 
at  Ripon,  in  two  hours'  angling,  caught  fourteen  grayling 
weighing  12  Jib. ,  all  were  taken  with  the  cockspur  worm, 
on  my  practical  Pennell  Tackle.  The  best  dish  caught  on 
the  Wharfe  to  my  knowledge  is  the  one  basketed  by  Mr. 
Pickersgill,  who  on  Friday  last  had  sixteen  good  grayling 
at  CoUingham.  At  Ilkley  sport  was  not  good  on 
Saturday.  Only  meagre  accounts  of  sport  reach  me  from 
the  Swale,  the  grayling  fishing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Catterick  being  reported  as  moderate ; 
this  will  apply  to  the  Codbeck.  Few  anglers  have 
been  out  on  the  Wiske  ;  and  members  of  the  Black  Ox 
Club  and  others,  fishing  the  main  river  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Morton  Bridge,  only  return  moderate  takes  in  the 
way  of  roach  fishing.  Complaints  are  made  of  the  depre- 
dations of  otters  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  anglers  hope 
Mr.  Wilkinson  will  again  pay  the  Swale  a  visit  with  his 
pack  of  otter  hounds  when  the  season  for  hunting  comes 
round  again.  Bottom  fishing  in  the  Derwent  was  fairly 
successful  up  to  Saturday  last,  and  a  few  pike  were  cauKht 
by  spinning  and  live  baiting.  Nothing  particular  comes 
to  hand  from  the  Nidd  up  to  closing  this  report ;  and  the 
best  takes  of  roach,  &c.,  made  in  the  Aire  have  fallen 
to  anglers  using  paste  and  gentles.  Sport  last  week, 
both  in  the  upper_  part  of  the  Ouse  and  lower 
stretch  of  the  Yore,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Borough- 
bridge,  is  reported  as  good,  anglers  returning  with 
a  nice  show  of  pike,  not  remarkable  for  size,  but  in 


fine  condition.  The  weather  changed  on  Sunday,  the 
north-east  wind  being  bitterly  cold.  On  Monday  snow  fell 
the  whole  of  the  day,  and  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  fogs 
and  rain  prevailed.  Angling,  therefore,  this  week,  so  far, 
has  been  practically  nil,  and  this  evening  all  our  rivers  are 
running  high  with  thick  snow  water  the  colour  of  road 
scrapings. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Lieeds. 

By  Telegram. — The  weather  although  moderating  ia 
still  wild  and  showery,  and  all  our  rivers  are  bankfullthis 
morning,  and  the  water  is  very  thick.  It  will  be  Monday, 
even  if  it  keeps  fine,  before  there  is  any  chance  of  angling. 
— Middlbham. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Anglers  look  forward  to  a 
most  favourable  season  on  the  river  Deveron,  and  that  not 
only  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river,  but  throughout  its 
entire  course.  The  circumstance  is  due  to  the  recent 
removal  of  the  cruive  dyke  at  the  Rack  on  the  Duke  of 
Fife's  section  of  the  water,  which,  combined  with  the 
exceptionally  mild  nature  of  the  winter  season,  has  allowed 
most  of  the  clean  fish  to  ascend  to  the  upper  reaches,  and 
there  is  no  accumulation  of  fish  in  the  lower  pools,  as  was 
always  the  case  before  the  removal  of  the  dyke.  The  fact, 
of  course,  will  reflect  on  the  fortunes  of  the  net  fishing, 
but  it  is  understood  that  when  the  change  was  made  there 
was  a  modification  of  rental,  so  that  the  lessee  is  in  very 
much  the  sam3  position  as  before.  Grilse  were  very  ecarce 
last  summer,  and  the  circumstance  will  probably  react  on 
the  number  of  fish  got  during  the  first  month.  On  the 
spawning  beds  fish  were  numerous,  especially  in  the  upper 
portions  of  the  river,  the  number  seen  on  the  lower  fords 
being  somewhat  fewer  than  usual.  Fish  are  quite  healthy, 
and  few  dead  or  diseased  have  been  seen.  The  excellent 
angling  prospects — the  best  for  many  years — seems  to  be  a 
complete  justification  of  the  large  expenditure  in  buying 
up  the  Duke  of  Fife's  right  of  the  oruives.  The  net  fishing 
on  the  river  and  along  Ithe  coast  will  comm3nce  to-day 
(Saturday).  Preparations  are  going  on  for  the  opening, 
and  the  lessee  of  the  fishing  has  secured  about  400  loads  of 
ice.— H.  W. 

Iioch  Tay   (Kenmore,    Perthshire,  N.B.).— 

On  the  hotel  water,  Feb.  1,  Mr.  H.  Buchanan  killed  salmon, 
101b. ;  Mr.  Knight,  one  salmon,  221b.  2nd,  Mrs.  Knight, 
one  salmon,  191b.  3rd,  Mr.  Harry  Tangye,  Remoney, 
killed  salmon,  191b  ;  keeper,  on  the  reserved  water,  killed 
salmon.  Ifilb. — W.  Knight. 

loch  Tay  (KiUin,  N.B.).— On  Feb.  3  Mr.  Sloan 
had  a  nice  salmon,  weighing  181b. ;  Feb.  7,  Mr.  Timbrell, 
two  fine  salmon,  weighing  141b.  and  20lb. ;  Feb.  8,  Mr. 
Timbrell,  one  salmon,  1816. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Iiyon  (Portingall). — Mr.  Philip  Geen,  fishing  from 
the  Fortingall  Hotel  on  Feb.  1,  landed  a  beautiful  salmon 
of  231b. ;  cn  the  2nd,  one,  20lb. ;  on  the  3rd,  one  of  191b. 
The  river  is  now  in  good  ply,  and  lots  of  salmon  to  be 
seen. — MacPhail. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— To-day  (Saturday)  the 
bulk  of  Scotch  salmon  angling  waters  will  be  freed  of  the 
legal  close  time — some  eighty  odd  rivers  and  streima.  A 
few  late  streams  will  be  some  weeks  later  still.  The 
Scotch  netting  stations  are  also  open  for  the  firat  time 
to-day,  even  where  angling  has  already  begun.  The 
prospects  of  the  opening  are  on  the  whole  fairly  hopeful, 
although  they  have  often  been  much  brighter.  There  has 
been  a  Ecarcity  of  fish  on  the  east  coast  since  the  new 
3 ear,  but  they  are  again  showing  signs  of  their  presence, 
and  with  anything  iike  open  weather  fairly  good  sport 
should  be  got  during  the  opening  weeks.  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  will  not  in  future  include  the  north  bank  in  her 
waters,  having  declined  to  renew  her  lease  from  the  estate 
management  of  Inveroauld,  the  rent  having  been  advanced 
from  £900  to  £1500.  She  has  still  the  Balmoral,  Aber- 
geldie,  and  Birkhall  waters  on  the  south  side.  Mr.  H.  L. 
Crake  has  taken  the  private  Invercauld  waters,  and  will 
get  good  sport  as  the  spring  advances.  Mr.  Biistow  will 
fish  the  Ballater  waters  for  February  and  March,  and  Mr. 
Tyringham  and  Mr.  Granville  the  Cambus  O'May  waters, 
which  they  rented  last  year.  Sir  Wm.  Brooks,  Bart.,  has 
again  let  the  Glentana  waters  for  the  early  months,  and 
Mr.  Sandison  is  full  up  for  the  most  of  his  Aboyne 
waters.  Sir  John  Gladstone  has  taken  the  Wosdend 
and  Commonty  section,  in  addition  to  the  upper 
Blackball,  for  the  first  two  moaths ;  and  Hon.  W.  A. 
Orde-Powlett,  Yorkshire,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Wilson, 
Cornwall,  have  the  run  of  the  Blackball  Castle  waters, 
which  they  are  to  fish  right  off  from  the  start. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farley  will  be  in  at  the  opening  on  the 
Cairnton  water.  Mr.  Davidson  has  let  the  Sluie  section, 
and  will  fish  his  home  beats  of  Inchmarlo  along  with 
Capt.  Gaskell.  Mr.  Baird  and  party  retain  the  Durris 
waters  ;  while  Mr.  George  Davidson,  of  Mellwocd,  will 
open  the  season  on  the  Park  water ;  Mr.  Perry,  on  the 
Drum ;  Sir  Duii  Gordon,  on  the  Maryculter ;  Mr.  Kinloch, 
on  Altries  ;?and  Professor  Cash,  on  the  Kingeaussie  water. 
The  prospects  on  the  Don  are  better  than  has  been  the 
case  for  many  years  back,  and  a  good  few  fresh  fish  are 
expected  to  be  got  about  Kintore  and  Inverurie  during 
opening  weeks.  Disease  has  been  comparatively  absent 
from  the  Dee  during  the  close  time.  Anglers  have  been 
arriving  by  every  train  during  the  past  week. — G.  M. 

South  of  IScotland. — A  heavy  fall  of  snow  ccsurrad 
on  Monday  over  the  south  of  Scotland.  The  wintry 
weather  of  last  week,  with  ice-bound  lochs,  has  now 
changed.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  temperature  is  mild, 
and  more  like  angling  weather.  The  ice  on  the  loche  is 
not  yet  melted,  and  it  will  be  the  end  of  the  week  or  the 
beginning  of  the  next  week  before  it  disappears.  The 
melting  of  the  snow  on  the  hills  has  discoloured  the 
rivers,  and  to-day  they  have  a  milky-looking  colour.  The 
salmon  netting  on  the  Bnglieh  side  of  the  Solway 
opened  on  Friday  (yesterday),  10th  inst.  The  prospects 
are  not  very  bright  for  the  nets.   On  the  Scotch  side  of 
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the  channel  the  nets  do  not  come  into  ply  before  the 
25th.  On  the  latter  date  angling  on  the  Border  rivers 
will  be  open  for  the  season. — He.^therbell. 

Tay. — On  Friday,  Mr.  R.  Thomson,  out  from  Fishers' 
Hotel,  Pitlochry,  landed  two  nice  salmon  of  131b.  and 
191b.  On  the  same  stretch  Mr.  Praed,  on  Saturday,  killed 
one  fish  of  221b.  On  Mr.  Leaf's  lower  Delvine  water,  on 
Tuesday,  theboatminhad  a  fish  of  IGlb. ;  and  on  the  upper 
water,  on  Wednesday,  the  same  boat  had  another  of  171b. — 
A.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

Weather  prospects  piscatorially  in  the  Border  district  have 
doting  the  past  week  been  very  unfavourable  to  the  angler. 
We  have  had  some  days  of  very  heavy  rains,  then  clearing 
away  to  frost,  heccs  again  mingled  with  snow  showers, 
and  to-day  (Wednesday),  between  5  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  7i  a  perfect  deluge  of  rain  occurred.  At  1  o'cloi.k  this 
afternoon,  both  the  main  rivers  were  flooded,  the  Teviot 
being  mud  red,  while  the  Tweed  was  of  a  "  snow  broo  " 
colour;  and  the  Tweedometerat  Kelso  Bridgelregistered  a 
flood  of  fuUy  2ift.  The  conditions  of  the  other  Border 
piver3  and  tributaries  are  in  much  the  same  state.  Since 
the  opening  of  the  rod  angling  season  on  the  1st  inst.,  a 
few  rods  have  been  out,  but  up  to  the  present  time  my 
reports  only  account  for  one  baggot  salmon  having  been 
landed  on  the  Hendersyde  water,  which,  of  course,  was  at 
once  returned  to  the  river.  Salmon  anglers  in  the  Border 
district  seem,  in  the  meantime,  to  think  that  the  clean 
run  fish  which  have  come  up  the  river  with  the  recent 
floods  have  gone  to  the  higher  reaches,  while  those  who 
are  now  making  tleir  way  up  from  the  sea  have  not  as  yet 
got  to  the  middle  casts,  but  there  is  yet  time  enough  for  a 
spring  salmon  to  be  caught,  and  there  is  "  luck  in  leisure." 
On  the  whole,  however,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  a  very 
great  amount  of  clean  spring  salmon  iu  the  Tweed  and 
Teviot  as  yet,  but  matters  are  bound  to  improve  very 
shortly  in  this  respect.  Seeing  how  well  the  rivers  in  the 
middle  and  upper  districts,  as  well  as  the  tidal  month,  ol: 
the  Tweed,  have  been  preserved  and  looked  after  by 
Snperinteudent  Smith,  of  the  River  Tweed  Commissioners, 
and  his  officers  and  men,  it  is  on  all  hands  thought  that 
the  present  salmon  angling  season  will  turn  out  a  good 
one  before  its  close.  As  to  trout  fishing,  baskets  have  not 
been  heavy  during  the  past  week,  the  average  weight 
being  just  about  from  2 Jib.  to  3Jlb..  although  one 
dish  of  81b.  was  killed  on  Tweed ;  but  this  included 
three  grayling  weighing  2ilb.,  and  one  bull  trout 
of  2|lb.  Two  or  three  of  the  pike  fishers  have  been  out 
here  lately  with  the  spoon  bait,  but  their  efforts  resulted 
in  coming  home  with  a  "  clem  creel."  What  trout  were 
killed  were,  for  the  season,  in  capital  condition,  aud 
should  we  now  have  a  spell  of  good  weather  I  am  certain 
that  large  baskets  will  shortly  be  made.  All  the  legal 
trout  anglers  are  getting  ready.  They  begin  here  when 
the  net  salmon  fishing  opens,  14th  inst.,  they  having 
observed  a  trout  close  time  since  the  middle  of  October, 
and  some  from  Nov.  1,  although  they  could  have  been 
fiahing  all  the  year  long.  But  it's  always  the  same  with 
them.  Their  shout  is,  "  Get  us  a  five  months'  close  time 
for  trout,  and  we  won't  at  all  grumble."  Of  course,  there 
are  others  who  would  not  for  the  world  have  any  close  time 
at  all,  and  snarl  at  those  who  uphold  the  preservation  of 
the  fish  which,  in  season,  give  sport  and  food  to  hundreds. 
— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

BanSon  Eiver  (co.  Cork).— This  river  does  not 
open  for  silmon  and  trout  fishing  until  the  15th  inst. 
The  water  is  most  suitable  for  fish  to  pass  up,  and  good 
Bfwrt  should  be  had  on  the  opening  day.  The  outlook  for 
trout  anglers  is  most  encouraging,  as  the  river,  especially 
near  Innishannon,is  reported  splendidly  stocked,  and  some 
of  a  very  large  size. — William  Haynes  aM)  Son. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— Fishing  in  this  district 
opened  on  the  Ist  inst.,  tut  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
two  days  the  river  has  been  in  high  flood,  and  very  little 
sport  has  been  had,  nor  can  it  be  expected  until  the 
water  settles  down ;  a  good  run  of  fish  are  reported. 
Trout  anglers  on  the  Bride,  Fancheon,  and  other  rivers, 
have  had  fair  sport,  but  the  fish  are  not  yet  in  good 
condition. — William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bo^ne. — The  season  opens  to-morrow,  the  12th 
inst.,  and  just  now  the  prospects  are  very  good.  Mr. 
Fletcher  has  rented  the  lower  Blackcastle  water,  and  Mr. 
Ley  the  upper  Blackcastle  water.  In  the  past  season 
some  3.50,000  salmon  ova  were  placad  in  Blackcastle 
hatchery,  and  the  first  batches  have  come  out  well,  and 
over  10,000  trout  ova  have  been  hatched.  A  supply  of 
8.  irvleua  is  also  in  the  hatchery  for  experimental 
parposes. — J.  A.  B. 

Bnndrowes  Riyer  (co.  Donegal).— In  consacjuecce 
of  a  severe  frost,  which  set  in  in  this  locality  on  2nd  inst. 
and  continued  to  oth  inst.,  when  a  change  took  place,  and 
some  heavy  snow  and  sleet  showers  fell,  accompanied  by  a 
strong  north-east  wind,  and  intensely  cold,  no  fishing 
of  any  note  has  been  done  since  last  report.  At  time  of 
writing  the  weather  is  more  settled  looking,  and  prospects 
of  sport  better. — M.  RooA.v  and  Sons. 

Caragli  Lake. — The  fishing  has  been  rather  dis- 
appointing this  past  week,  very  few  spring  salmon  running. 
Major  Corbett  took  nine  white  trout  on  the  lower  Caragh 
on  the  2nd  inst.,  and  one  and  a  half  dozen  on  the  1th  inst. 
The  prospects  for  the  coming  we^k  are  better.  The 
hatchery  at  the  Southern  Hotel  is  well  stocked  with  salmon 
and  trout  ova  this  year. — G.  C. 

Cork  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  very  poor  on  all  the 
Cork  rivers  where  angling  has  opened.  The  waters  are  in 
fair  order,  though  high,  and  better  sport  is  expected  next 
week,  as  the  weather  is  improving,  thoogh  still  unsettled. 
— T.  .J.  D. 

Corrlb  fOalway).— The  season  of  1899  opened  on  the 
Corrib  on  Wednesday,  the  Ist  inst.,  in  fairly  favourable 
state  of  water  and  weather— the  water  being  rather  high 


— but  up  to  date  very  littlo  has  been  done.  Spring  fish  are 
dilatory  in  putting  in  an  appearance.  The  past  spiwuiog 
season  was  pretty  successful,  and  most  of  the  kelts  have 
gone  seawards.  This  week  the  weather  is  moist  and 
fopgy. — J.  A.  B. 

Keirjr  Rivers. — Sport  continues  dull  on  all  the  Kerry 
rivers  open  for  angling  in  consequence  of  bad  weather  and 
thick  and  full  waters.  Salmon  are  reported  fairly 
numerous  cn  the  majority  of  the  rivers  however,  though 
they  do  not  appear  to  be  yet  up  in  anything  like  big 
numbers  anywhere. — T.  J.  D. 

Killamey. — Spjrt  has  been  poor  on  the  Killarney 
waters,  but  the  prospects  are  improving  at  time  of  writing, 
as  the  conditions  are  more  favourable,  though  still  far 
from  being  gond. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  this 
district  opened  on  the  1st  inst.  under  rather  unfavourable 
circumstances,  the  continued  north-easterly  wind  oE  the 
previous  three  weeks  having  run  the  river  down  to  almost 
summer  level,  and  stopped  the  run  of  spring  fish.  How- 
ever, the  weather  changed  on  the  4th  inst.,  and  since  then 
the  river  has  been  in  flood,  and  a  magnificent  lot  of  fish 
have  been  passing  up.  The  entire  river  must  be  very  wll 
stocked,  and  when  the  river  settles  down  into  fishing  oid  r 
good  records  are  sure  to  be  made.  The  kelts  are  not  all 
cleared  out  yet,  in  fact,  they  are  most  numerous.  The 
following  £s'i  have  been  taken  on  Mashonaglass,  rented 
by  ottioers  of  60th  Rifles  :  Mr.  W.  H.  Allgood,  one.  201b., 
on  Ashton  water;  Col.  Rocke.  two,  181b.  and  ISJlb.,  on 
Oak  Grove  water;  Mr.  G.  M.  Gevers,  one,  111b.,  on 
Farran  water  ;  Mr.  Maurice  Lyons,  one,  14Ib.,  on  Castle- 
lynch  water;  Mr.  James  O'Brien,  two,  7Jlb.  and  IGlb.  ; 
and  Mr.  John  Sullivan,  two,  71b.  and  91b.  On  other 
portions  of  the  river  a  few  good  fish  were  taken,  including 
Mr.  Ned  Murphy,  one,  101b.  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Gribble,  one, 
91b.;  Sergt.  Grey,  R.I.C.,  one,  71b.;  Mr.  J.  McAuliff, 
two,  7|lb.  and  101b. ;  R.  Dunscombe,  one,  101b.  The 
numerous  trout  anglers  have  been  doing  well,  but  the  fish 
are  not  yet  in  good  condition. — William  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Longh  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  very  bad  since  the  opening  on  Feb.  1,  only  two 
salmon  hiving  been  had  up  to  time  of  writing,  viz.,  one  of 
151b.,  had  on  Feb.  2  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  another  of  181b., 
had  on  the  5th  by  the  same  gentleman,  who  fished  with 
Tim  McCarthy.  The  weather  since  the  start  has  been 
unfavourable,  and  is  getting  worse  at  time  of  writing 
(Tuesday),  so  that  the  chances  of  sport  are  not  improved. 
Spring  salmon  continue  to  come  up  in  average  numbers, 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  numbers  being  got  at  the  weir  on 
the  river. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbnr.  co.  Galway).— The  spring 
fishing  on  Lough  Mask  and  its  tributaries  began  on  Feb.  1. 
Local  anglers  are  making  nice  baskets.  One  English 
gentleiran  here,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Worcestershire,  caught  a 
grand  trout,  turning  the  scale  at  Gib.  The  year  promises 
well  on  Lough  Mask,  as  the  rivers  were  well  preserved 
during  the  spawning  season. — J.  Ai  J, 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Culleu  (Ballina,  co. 
nSayo). — Heavy  frost  here  for  the  most  pirt  of  the  week 
has  prevented  fish  from  rising  to  the  fly.  Mr.  John 
Garvey,  on  3rd,  tried  for  few  hours ;  hooked  two  kelts. 
Mr.  J.  H.,  on  4th,  lost  a  spring  fish  after  fifteen  minutes' 
play.  They  have  had  some  beauties  at  the  salmon  weirs, 
ranging  from  121b.  to  20lb.  Trout  anglers  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  river  are  making  good  baskets.  —  Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe).— Mrs. 
R.  Hope,  of  Maidenhead,  whose  grand  exploits  among 
the  pike  in  the  lake  I  recorded  iu  last  week's  Fishinij 
Oaiefte,  las  this  week  followed  up  her  great  success  by 
killing  the  largest  trout  ever  angled  at  Killaloe,  so 
renowned  for  the  size  and  beauty  of  bolh  brown  and 
gillaroo  trout.  Mrs.  Hope's  magnificent  specimen  was  a 
genuine  brown  one,  and  thumped  the  scale  down  at  141b.  ! 
Congratulations  to  the  amiable  lady  on  this  sraat  achieve- 
ment. The  fish  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Williams, 
Naturalist,  Dame-street,  Dublin,  for  preservation,  aad 
will  make  a  glorious  addition  to  the  two  big  pike  which 
Mrs.  and  Mr.  Hope  killed  here— 201b.  and  261b.  respectively 
— and  which,  as  I  stated  last  week,  have  also  been  intrusted 
to  the  same  gentleman  for  preservation.  I  should  have 
mentioned  in  ray  last  report  the  measurements  of  the  261b. 
pike  which  Mr.  Hope  landed.  Here  they  are  :  Length, 
44Jin.  ;  girth,  21in.  ;  length  of  head,  12in.  The  dimen- 
sions of  Mrs.  Hope's  big  trout  are  as  follows  :  Length, 
31Jin.  ;  girth,  17in. ;  width  of  tail,  S^ia.  During  their 
three  visits  to  Killaloe  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hope  very  kindly 
entertained  many  of  the  inhabitants  with  their  grama- 
phone  and  splendid  collection  of  over  100  records  of  songs, 
dances,  recitations,  solos,  band  pieces,  &c.  No  spriag 
salmon  have  yet  been  taken — water  too  high.  The  Rev. 
Mervyn  Archdall,  fishing  my  water  on  Saturday,  landed  a 
gorgeous  brown  and  yellow  trout  of  OJlb. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  TELEGRApn.— Friday,  Feb,  10,  9.57  a.m. 
Deal.— S.W.  ;  moderate. 
Dover.— S.W. ;  moderate. 
Ramsoate.— S.W. ;  smooth. 
Margate.- SW. ;  smooth. 
Hastings.— S.W. ;  moderate. 


Mr.  p.  H._  Amphlett  telegraphs  as  we  go  to  press  that 
the  Thames  is  again  in  flood.  The  water  is  exceedingly 
thick,  and  a  very  heavy  etre  am  is  running.  Prcspecta  of 
sport  look  very  poor. 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  17-    Spring  tides.    Highest  on  Sunday. 


Scarborough 

Yannouth  .. 
Lowestoft  ... 
Aldeburgh  .., 
Harvrich   


Southend,  Sheer-) 
nesa,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad 
stairs,  &  Bams 
gate. 

Deal  and  Dover. 


-■} 


Hastings  . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brightoa  I 

Newhaven   


Shoreham  and) 
South  wick  j 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 


Plymouth 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 
4.41 
p.m. 

s.  ;i 

a.m. 

5.24 
p.m. 
5.44 

a  m. 
«.  4 
p  m. 
6.24 

a.m. 
6.44 
p  m. 
7.  4 

a.m. 
7.25 
p.m. 
7.46 

a.m. 
8.  8 
p.m. 
8.31 

a.m. 

8  65 
p.m. 

9  20 

9  41 

10. 

10  2o 
10.47 

11.  8 
11.29 

11  48 

0.  8 
0  27 

0  4« 
1.  6 

1.26 
1  47 

10.2:i 
10.4-:; 

11.  7 
11.2a 

11. .M 

0.11 
0.31 

0.  -M 

1.  9 

1.28 
1.48 

2.  7 

2.29 

11.12 
11.34 

11. 5G 

0.18 
0.39 

1.  0 
1.20 

1  39 
UjS 

2  17 
2.37 

2.-57 
3.18 

O.H 

0  34 

0..^6 
1.18 

1.40 
2.  1 

2.22 
2.42 

3,  1 
3.20 

3.39 
3.59 

4.19 
4.40 

1.  3 
1.26 

1.48 
2.10 

2.  .31 
2..';i 

3.10 
3  29 

3  48 
4.  7 

4.26 
4.46 

5.  8 
5.32 

0.  6 
0.27 

0.49 
LIO 

1.31 
1.52 

2.13 
2.34 

2.63 
3.11 

3.29 
3.49 

4.10 
4.33 

11.43 

0.  7 

O.SO 

0.03 
1.1.5 

1.3C 
1..56 

2  16 

2.36 

2.  .56 
3.16 

3.37 
4.  0 

11  2.'! 
11.47 

0.10 

0.33 

0  55 

1.16 

1  .36 

1.56 
2.16 

2.36 
2.56 

3.17 

11.51 

0.1.5 
0.38 

1. 1 

1.23 

1.44 
2.  i 

2.24 
2.44 

3.  4 

3.24 

3.45 
4.  7 

11.47 

•  0.11 
0  34 

0.57 
1.19 

1.40 
2.  0 

2  20 
2.40 

3.  0 
3.20 

.3.41 
4.  3 

11.43 

0.  8 

0.32 

1.23 
1.40 

2.  1 
2.21 

2.41 
3.  1 

3.21 
3.41 

4.  2 
4.24 

0.16 

0  39 
1.  2 

1.24 
1.45 

2.  5 
2  24 

2  42 
3.  1 

3.21 
3.41 

4.  2 
4  24 

6  30 
6.54 

,7  17 
7.38 

7.58 
8  17 

8.36 
8  55 

9  12 
9.28 

9.45 
10.  3 

10.23 
10.44 

Ballinsbellig's. — On  a  few  favourable  days  good  sport 
was  had  at  pollack  near  Horse  Island,  on  the  ocean  side. 
Spring  mackerel  are  now  coming  in,  and  should  give  good 
sport  when  the  weather  gets  more  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.  —  Sea  angling  has  been  saspendad  here 
since  last  report  in  consequence  of  strong  winds  and  a 
generally  rough  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynaue. — On  a  couple  of  days  fair  sport  was  bad 
at  pollack  and  gurnard  within  the  headlands,  but  at  time 
of  writing  (Tuesday)  angling  is  suspatded  owing  to  strong 
southerly  winds. — '1?.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  fear  visitors  on  5th  inst. 
were  Messrs.  Handley,  Preston,  Gardner,  Wood,  Yaughan, 
and  Croft  Handley,  and  though  the  day  was  fairly  fine,  and 
the  water  much  clearer  than  has  lately  obtained,  yet  their 
uuited  efforts  for  the  day  only  retulted  in  the  capture  of 
nine  small  fish,  among  them  being  a  five-bearded  rockling, 
which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Vaughan.  Monday  morning 
opened  with  a  strong  south-east  wind,  and  not  a  single 
angler  put  in  an  appearance  during  the  entire  day.  Mr. 
Bushnell  and  Mr.  Cooper  each  fsiied  for  three  or  four 
hours  on  Tuesday,  the  former  taking  one  small  cjdling 
and  the  latter  one  pouting.  The  wind  blew  stroog  from 
the  south-wpst,  with  heavy  driving  rain,  on  Wednesday, 
which  caustd  the  pier  to  remain  vacint  for  the  whole  day. 
Angling  prospects  for  the  near  future  are  anythLng  but 
bright  — J.  Richardson,  B.S.A  S. 

Plymouth.- In  this  month  dabs  and  flat  fish  are  in 
their  prime,  and  they  continue  so  through  March  and 
April.  There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  appearance 
and  taste  of  a  dab,  whether  it  is  eaten  in  the  above 
months  or  later  on  during  the  year ;  they  spiwn,  as  a 
rule,  in  May  and  June,  and  after  that  they  become 
very  flabby  and  tasteless.  In  this  month  also  mackerel 
begin  to  make  their  appearance ;  in  fact,  they  have 
come  in  so  early  this  year  that  one  of  our  boats  last 
week  lost  a  whole  fleet  of  nets  valued  £100  through  so 
many  fish  being  meshed.  The  tremendous  weight  took 
the  nets  to  the  bottom  and  parted  the  warp.  These 
nets,  of  course,  wUl  never  be  recovered.  In  addition 
to  the  nets  being  lost,  there  must  be  some  tons  of 
mackerel.  Another  of  our  loits,  fishing  for  herrings, 
had  shot  several  nights  and  scxrcely  made  enough  to 
find  provisions  for  the  crew;  on  Thursday  night  last 
they  took  so  many  in  the  nets  that  they  also  lost  them 
by  the  weight  of  fish  taking  the  net  to  bottom. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southend  and  Leigh.— Feb.  8.  There  is  not  much 
to  report  here.  Fish  are  scarce  and  shy.  and  but  little 
success  has  rewarded  the  few  anglers  who  have  been  out. 
Unsettled  weather  with  rain  is  probable,  and  prospects 
for  the  week-end  are  not  of  the  brightest.  Barometer 
29.55in.,  steady;  wind  S.W.,  hght ;  sea  moderate; 
weather  clear.— Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sport  at  pollack  continues  good  though 
the  weather  conditions  have  been  unfavourable.  Mackerel 
are  reported  numerous  already,  and  some  of  the  mackerel 
fishing  fleet  are  already  assembling  in  the  harbour. — T.  J.  D. 

School  Books,  Dictionabies,  .fee.  Including  ilr.  Jackson's 
Upright  Writing  Copy  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Limited,  St  Dtmstan  s 
Quase,  Fetter  Lane.  London.    Can  be  had  on  application. 

Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dimstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London^ 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twite  a  week. 
Catalogue  gratis. 
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February  12.   

Allason  United  :  Match  at  Langley. 

Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Match  at  Bgham. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Outing  to  Wraysbury. 

Batteraea  Friendly  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Bermondeey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 

Blackfriars  :  Outin?  to  Tatchet. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Outiug  to  Ware. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 

Harcourt :  Match  at  Shiplake. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing.  _ 

Islington  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

North-East  Brothers:  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 

Phtenix  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Prince  Albert :  Outing. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Goring. 

Stockwell :  Matoh  at  Datchet. 

Victoria  Brothers :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Walthamstow  Brothers :  Prize  outing. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Wimbledon  Piscatoriala :  Outing. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers :  Prize  outing. 
February  13. 

Piscatorial  Society :  Reading  by  Mr.  H.  Brown. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Visit. 
Fdbxuary  14. 

Golden  Barbel :  Roving  match. 

Good  Intent :  Annual  dinner. 

Gresham  :  Smoking  oncert. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
February  16. 

New  Albion  Piscitorials  :  Lantern  lecture. 

Queen's  :  Visit. 


Feb,  19. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

,,  19. — Conviviil :  Outing  to  St.  Margai'et's. 

,,  19. — Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Outing, 

,,  19. — North  London  :  Outing. 

,,  19. — St.  Alban's:  Roving  match. 

,,  19, — St.  John's  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

„  19.— Stratford  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

,,  19. — White  Hart :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

„  20. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

'    ,,  20. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Smoking  concert. 

,,  2(J. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 

„  26. — Coborn  :  Match  at  Henley. 

„  26 — Elgin  :  Match  at  Henley. 

,,  26. — Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 

„  26.— Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Hertford. 

,,  28. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Visit. 
March  2. — Stockwell :  Lantern  lectnre. 

,,  20. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

25. — Lychnobite  :    Preservation   concert   at  the 
Champion  Hotel. 


Itptts  from  Clubs 


We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  O'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association. — The  monthly  finance  com- 
mittee will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  13,  at  7.30, 
and  the  general  committee  at  8.30. — R.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£  [amount  not  stated  in  report]  from  the  Islington 
Brjthers'  A  S.  donation  box. — R.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will 
be  to  West  Ham  Brothers  A.S.,  Coach  and  Horses,  The 
Grove,  Stratford,  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  13.  I  hops  we 
shall  have  a  good  meeting. — G.  Manning. 

Anelers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visit- 
ing Jbist. — The  return  visit  on  6th  inst.  was  a  great 
success,  and  a  crowd  of  anglers  and  friends  were  present, 
including  the  veteran  secretary  (Mr.  R.  Ghurney)  of  the 
above.  At  11  p.m.  Mr.  Wade  called  the  roll,  and  thirty- 
Ihree  societies  responded.  Ben  Abrahams  also  spoke  re 
the  A.B.S.,  and  their  A.B.  box  was  well  responded  tj.  I 
will  announce  my  next  return  visit  later. — Ben. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Frampton 
Arms,  Wells-street,  Hackney. — On  Feb.  5  several  members 
were  out  for  the  remaining  two  prizes.  Messrs.  C. 
Oabcrne,  good  perch  and  tine  roach  ;  Jagot,  sen.,  perch; 
Worsfold,  perch  ;  but  were  too  late  for  weighing-in  for 
prizes.  On  Feb.  8  it  was  decided  to  go  where  you  like  for 
the  remaining  two  prizes.  Another  new  member  pro- 
posed. All  members  please  note  business  of  great 
importanc!)  on  Feb.  15,  which  is  quarterly  night.  Please 
don't  fail  to  attend.  Also  note  fish  for  special  prizes  must 
be  at  tbe  clubhouse  before  ten  o'clock. — C.  J.  KiNi;. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
At  our  latt  meeting  we  elected  another  working  member, 
A.  Campion,  who  offers  5s.  worth  of  tackle  for  largest 
dace,  any  waters,  S.O.,  P.S.O.  Our  pike  match  is  off, 
there  not  being  many  who  care  to  enter.  I  am  awfully 
S'lrry,  as  I  thought  several  were  goiiii?  to  try  for  that  big 
20-pouridor  which  is  about  the  vicinity  of  Langley  A,  A, 
■waters. — Ben  Aurahaais. 


Alma  AnfTling  Sooietv,  Coach  and  Horses,  PortE- 
mouth  Place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Feb.  5  the  follow, 
ing  weighed  in :  Mr.  Drew,  roach,  41b.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 
Boothby,  roach  and  perch,  31b.  loz.  ;  and  Mr.  Montgomery, 
roich.  Mr.  Drew,  jun.,  showed  two  chub,  heaviest  fish 
2Ib.  6|oz. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltoniau  Angling  Society,  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn.  Clerkenwell  Green. — The  follow- 
ing weighed-in  some  good  shows  of  fish  :  Shurey,  roach  ; 
Hutchingson,  roach  ;  Lambarth,  roach.  Messrs.  Millin 
and  Hulme  also  had  shows  of  roach.  The  next  outing  has 
been  arranged  to  take  place  at  Shiplake  on  the  19th,  for 
six  prizes.  At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  Dtooker  was  proposed 
as  a  working  member. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Our  match  for  the  February 
prizes  will  take  place  at  Wraysbury  and  Datchet  on  Feb. 
12,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  attend.  A  special 
meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday,  Feb.  22,  to  consider 
supaer  and  other  business. — P.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Uoolety,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Batt.ersea,  S.W. — In  our  roving 
match  of  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  W.  Hersant  was  the  only  suc- 
cessful member — taking  Ist  prize.  The  remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  12,  same  conditions.  Mr.  G.Mead 
had  a  capital  take  of  chub  and  roach  on  the  5th  inst. — 
A.  Jenkins. 

Bormondsey  Brothers'  Angling  ."Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — On  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  J. 
Martin  weighed-in  lolb.  of  roach  from  the  Thames.  The 
competition  for  the  February  series  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  the  12th  in  the  Thames,  at  Datchet ;  radius  from 
Albert  Bridge  to  end  of  lock  cutting.  Members  not  to 
leave  London  until  the  first  train  on  the  morning,  and  to 
return  by  the  5.5  p.m.  from  Datchet.  The  prizes  are  five 
in  number. — Alp  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Aniriing  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-atreet,  S.E. — Several  members  were  out  on 
5th  ;  Mr.  Merrygold,  chub  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Wheelhouse, 
jack.  We  fish  our  February  series  of  prizes  at  Datchet ; 
starts,  8.15  Waterloo  ;  return,  5.5  from  Datchet.  Start 
by  signal  from  Albert  Bridge  to  Bells,  Ousley. — Wheel- 
house. 

Blackwater  Angling  Society,  Welcome  Sailor, 
Maldon. — We  had  afisQing  competition  on  Jan.  22  and  29 
(peg-down).  Mr.  W.  Wiggens  took  a  beautiful  rod 
(presented  by  Mr.  Dennis)  as  first  prize  ;  Mr.  H.  Cuthbe 
took  second  prize,  and  Mr.  H.  Hewlett  third  prize.  The 
members  kindly  presented  the  secretary  with  a  nice  table- 
lamp  on  bis  recent  marriage.  The  secretary  would  be 
pleased  to  see  a  better  muster  at  the  fortnightly  meetings. 
— J.  J.  Yarkee. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Feb.  5  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  weighed-in  jack,  perch,  roach,  and  dace, 
81b.  2^02.,  one  jack  weighing  51b.  IJoz. ;  Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett, 
roach.  The  quarterly  peg-down  match  takes  place  on 
Feb.  12  at  Ware,  when  we  fish  for  three  prizes  under  the 
usual  condition. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  The  Britannia,Clarendon- 
road,  Notting  Hill,  W. — Since  my  last  report  Messrs.  J. 
Weeks,  H.  Dagworthy,  and  Mr.  A.  Lowe  (a  member  of 
the  Queen's,  Latimer-road),  out  on  the  4th,  ail  had  a 
splendid  catch  of  roach  and  dace  from  Uxbridgo. 
Members  not  in  attendance  last  meeting  night  please 
notice  change  of  clubhouse  to  the  above.  Trusting  mem- 
bers will  show  up  in  great  force  next  Tuesday,  meeting 
night,  as  there  is  a  lot  of  business  to  be  got  through. — H. 
Dagworthy. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Some  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Feb.  5.  Messrs.  Bissell  and  Kelley 
weighed-in  roach.  A  prize  outing  to  Ware  is  arranged  for 
Feb.  12,  when  I  trust  all  members  who  are  able  will 
compete. — F.  Randall. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brother  Angling  Social  y. 
The  Good  Intent.  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Feb.  5  Messrs.  Baines  weighed-in 
roach  ;  R.  Hubbard,  jack  ;  Jeo,  jack  ;  T.  Benny,  bream  and 
roach.  A  consolation  roving  match  takes  place  between 
Rye  House  Bridge  and  St.  Margaret's  Bridge,  on  Feb.  12, 
for  those  members  who  have  not  won  a  prize  this  season  ; 
start  fishing  at  9  a.m.,  cease  fishing  at  6  p.m.  ;  show  fish 
at  Rye  House  Bridge  not  later  than  5.45  p.m. ;  steward, 
H.  Deverill ;  all  to  get  out  at  Rje  House  on  the  morning. 
A  smoking  concert  takes  place  at  the  above  hcu^e  on 
Feb.  20,  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society ; 
ladies  invited,  and  all  anglers  and  friends. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Central  Angling  Association  (Liverpool),  Original 
Prince  of  Wales  Hotel,  13b,  Moss-street.— On  Feb.  2  a 
meeting  of  this  association  was  held,  with  a  good  muster 
of  members.  The  most  important  matter  under  dis- 
cussion was  the  amount  of  levy  that  should  be  paid  towards 
the  Coarse  Fishers'  Defence  Fund  which  is  being  raised 
by  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association.  It  was  decided 
that  each  member  pay  a  levy  of  3d.  for  this  purpose. — 
George  W.  Hann. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.  —  Our  match  at 
Hampton  Court  on  Jan.  25  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  Ball, 
first,  with  perch;  Mr.  Beames,  secjiil,  bream;  Mr. 
Jarrett,  third,  perch.  On  Feb.  5  Messrs.  Jarrett  and 
Ball  weighed-in  bream  and  roach  from  the  Thames.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Ford,  the  retiring  secre- 
tary, tor  the  services  he  rendered  the  above  society.  Will 
members  muster  next  Wednesday  evening  for  important 
busiiisBs. — W.  H.  Stai''i'obi). 

Covent  Oarden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-aoro,  W.C. — On  Feb.  2  Mr.  Curtis  had  a  good  show 
of  roach.  On  Feb.  5  Messrs.  Cutbush  and  Curtis  weighed- 
in  roaoh,  dace,  and  perch. — W.  Massey. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  moolaty,  Tbe  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junotion,  S.W.-^  On  Feb.  5  we 


fished  a  competition  at  Cookham,  when  the  following  were 
successful  in  taking  prizes  :  Messrs.  Bowater  and  Ward. 
Our  next  day's  outing  will  take  plaoa  on  Feb.  26,  at 
Windsor,  for  six  prizes.  Boundary  from  Eton  Bridge  to 
boathouse  (Surly  Hall)  ;  train  from  Clapham  Junction 
8  27,  return  from  Windsor  8.45.  Any  member  losing  the 
first  train,  and  coming  by  the  second,  will  be  eligible  to  fish 
in  same  on  reporting  himself  to  one  of  the  committee. — 

G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Rojal  George 
A.S.  on  Feb.  4,  Mr.  Holder  in  the  chair,  the  following 
nineteen  societies  being  well  represented,  viz. :  Crown  and 
Buckland,  Eustonian,  Amicable  Waltonian,  Bloomsbury, 
Alma,  North  London,  Camden,  Phojnix,  Royal  George, 
Mitre,  Queen's  Piscatorials,  Prince  of  Wales,  Dibden, 
Harcourt,  Brompton,  Islington  Brothers,  Original 
Clerkenwell,  Sociable  Brothers,  and  Westminster.  The 
next  visit  wiU  be  to  the  Queen's  Pieoatorials,  at  the 
Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street,  Marylebone-road.  —  F. 
Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Feb.  5  another 
blank,  but  I  hope  to  see  a  better  result  on  the  12th.  The 
date  of  our  A.B.S.  concert  is  unavoidably  held  over  until 
the  committee  meet  next  week,  as  we  intend  to  make  it  a 
success.  Secretaries  who  have  been  notified  please 
observe. — T.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Eensal-road,  W.— On 
the  5th  the  following  weighed-in  ;  E.  Baxter,  211b.  roach  ; 
W.  Walker,  Gib.  roach  and  perch ;  E.  Haddock,  Clb. 
roach;  A.  Howland,  51b.  12oz.  roach  and  perch,  one 
perch  lib.  7ioz.  and  one  lib.  6^oz.  On  Feb.  26  a  roving 
match  will  take  place  from  Henley  Bridge  to  Hambledon 
Look ;  towing-path  side  only ;  to  go  down  by  the  9.3 
from  Wettbourne  Park,  and  return  by  the  8.10  from 
Henley ;  two  rods ;  all  fish  to  weigh ;  each  member  to 
catch  his  own  live  bait  ;  to  register  names  in  saloon,  and 
register  fish  not  later  than  7.15  sharp  at  Ye  Lion,  in 
Friday-street  and  (^ueen-street  Corner. — T.  Twyman. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N. — Concert  very  successful. 
Outing  on  the  19th. — Greg. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — Wednesday's  meeting ;  nothing  of  imnort- 
ance  to  communicate.  All  out  on  Feb.  12. — John 
Edwards. 

Bagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham. — 
On  Feb.  6  Mr.  W.  Denton,  sen.,  had  a  nice  show  of  roach, 
best  weighing  lib.  Mr.  Denton,  jun.,  had  over  61b.  roach 
and  dace,  and  some  nice  perch.  Members  are  reminded 
that  there  are  many  prizes  to  be  fished  for  by  March  15. — 
W.  J.  Price. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Our  outing  on  Feb.  5  resulted  in  the 
first  prize  only  being  taken.  The  attendance  of  members 
at  the  outing  was  very  small,  Mr.  Fulton  secured  the 
major  prize  with  two  nice  jack,  weighing  respectively 
GJlb.  and  6|lb.  Messrs.  Mathews  and  Hulbert  had 
several  runs,  but  did  not  succeed  in  landing  a  fish.  The 
outing  for  the  silver  challenge  cup  has  been  arranged 
for  Feb.  12,  at  Byfleet,  Park  Bridge  to  Wisley 
Bridge,  aU  fish  to  weigh.  Members  leave  Clapham 
Junction  at  8.40  a.m.  and  return  from  Weybridge  at 
8.25  p.m.— A.  S. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Notting  Hill,  W. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  [Feb.  5.  Messrs.  Carroll,  Wilson,  and  Ryell  had 
a  good  show  of  roach  and  perch  from  the  Thames,  and 
Mr.  Bayliss  had  three  fine  pike  from  the  Welsh  Harp. 
The  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  is  fixed  for  Tuesday, 
Feb.  21,  to  commence  at  eight  o'clock.  The  chair  will  be 
takea  by  Mr.  J.  Harris,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  B. 
Abrahams.  I  hope  all  angling  friends  will  try  and  give  us 
their  support  on  this  occasion.  Our  last  match  of  the 
season  will  take  place  at  Henley  on  Feb.  26.  All  mem- 
bers to  go  by  first  train  from  Westbourne  Park.— G. 
King. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — The  following  members  weighed- 
in  on  Feb.  7  :  Messrs.  Harne,  dace  and  roach,  31b.  2oz. 
(one  specimen  dac3  lOjoz.) ;  Pheasey,  dace,  lib.  12Joz. 
Other  members  were  out,  but  bad  poor  sport.  We  have 
decided  to  hold  a  return  visit  on  Wednesday,  March  1,  at 
the  above. — W.  Lefevre. 

Forest  Piscatorial  Society,  Rose  and  Crown,  Hoe- 
street,  Walthamstow. — We  were  saved  from  a  blank  on 
Feb.  5  by  Mr.  G.  Beaumont  weighing-in  two  nice  roach. — 

H.  Tisley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Our  members  fished  for  eight 
prizes  on  the  5th  inst.,  at  St.  Margaret's.  They  were  all 
taken,  Mr.  T.  Hanson  being  first.  Oar  supper  takes  place 
on  Tuesday  next,  the  14th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Williams  will  be 
chairman  ;  Mr.  A.  Coker,  vice.  Our  caterer  will  be  Mr. 
Mignot,  of  Hackney. — R.  Murpht. 

Harcourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms. 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone.  —  We  had  a  nice  show  of 
roaoh  on  Feb.  5,  one  member  weighing-in  151b.  7ioz.  I 
must  remind  the  members  that  outing  takes  place  on 
Feb.  12  at  Shiplake,  when  I  hope  to  see  them  aU. — A.  E. 
Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 

Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  B. — At  our  outing  to  Ware 
only  cue  prize  was  taken  (by  Mr.  Smith).  We  fish  forthe 
remaining  prizes  (roaming)  from  Rye  House  to  St. 
Margaret's  Lock,  commence  fishing  on  arrival  of  first 
train,  show  fish  at  Rye  House  not  later  than  6,30,  all  to 
get  out  at  Rye  House  in  the  morning. — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  N. — Our  outing  to  Sandy  is  fixed  for 
Feb.  19 ;  dine  at  the  Greyhound  4.30  after  fishing  ;  will 
members  intending  to  go  down  overnight  please  let  me 
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knoiv  at  latest  by  next  Wednesday.  Not  much  haa  been 
done  this  week,  Mr.  Saunders  having  two  jack,  largest 
7ilb. ;  Mr.  West,  roach  and  perch ;  and  myself,  jack, 
roach,  and  perch ,  largest  of  the  litter  lib.  7ioz. — E.  W. 

Hozton  Brothers'  Angling'  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — On  Feb.  5  Mr.  H. 
BaUey  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  jack.  On  Feb.  1 1-  we 
hold  a  grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  Our 
president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood,  will  occupy  the  chair, 
supported  by  several  well-known  anglers.  Ae  our  last 
series  of  concerts  were  such  a  success,  I  have  been  asked  if 
this  is  to  be  a  ladies'  night  j  anglers  please  note  this  is 
only  a  smoker,  our  next  will  be  the  ladies'  turn. — Johnny. 

lalington  Brothers'  Ansfling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Onr  match  at  Cookham 
was  not  a  success.  Only  five  of  our  members  turned  up. 
The  result  was  a  blank.  The  only  members  weighing-ia 
were  Mr.  Holden,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Burvrash,  reach.  The 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  12  at  the  fame  place ; 
8.4U  train  from  Paddington.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster, 
and  that  we  shall  be  more  successful. — J.  H.  Herbeet. 

Xiaab  Waltoa  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  Only  two  of 
the  three  prizes  competed  for  on  Feb.  5  were  taken, 
Messrs.  Martin  and  Hayward  being  the  winners,  and  only 
one  of  the  three  "  specials  "  competed  for  on  Wednesday 
last  was  secured.  Some  interesting  business  will  be  plased 
before  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  when  I  hopethera 
will  be  a  good  muster. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— Our  match 
took  place  at  Sunbary  on  Feb.  5— Jolly  Butchers  versus 
Wellington  Angling  Society— when  the  Jolly  Butchers 
were  the  victors  by  loz.,  nearly  all  competitors  having  fish. 
We  heartily  thank  Mr.  Wilson  for  acting  as  steward  on 
this  occasion,  also  in  the  way  he  carried  out  the  same, 
giving  utmost  satisfaction  to  both  tides. — G.  Edwards. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road,  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  two  shows  of  fish  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Bence  and 
Harris.  I  hope  members  vvill  try  and  attend  next  meeting 
night. — G.  Bence. 

Junior]  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High  Road,  S.E. — Owing  to  the  very  unpro- 
pitious  weather  on  Feb.  5  very  few  members  took  part  in 
the  competition,  which  resulted  in  one  fish  being  taken. 
L'nder  the  change  of  proprietorship  we  are  coming  forth 
as  the  lion  from  his  den,  with  leips  and  bounds  ;  four  new 
members  being  proposed  last  Thursday. — J.  R.  F. 

Idncoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, PentonviUe.— On  Feb.  5  Mr.  Biggs  saved 
the  club  from  a  blank  with  a  few  roach.  I  muse  request 
members  in  arrears  to  turn  up  next  week  to  make  tuem- 
selves  eligible  for  our  outing  on  the  2Cth,  at  Sunbury. — 
W.  Watling. 

laverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— Several  members  fished  the  Dee  on  the 
2nd,  but  although  the  river  had  run  down  to  almost  its 
normal  level  the  sport  obtained  was  very  poor,  only  a  few 
small  fish  being  obtained.  The  heavy  tall  of  snow  om 
Saturday  last,  and  again  on  Monday,  would  spoil  river 
fishing  lor  some  days,  and  we  must  wait  until  the  snow 
broth  has  disappeared  before  fish  will  freely  feed  again„ 
A  couple  of  members  quietly  dropped  off  to  the  Vyrnwy 
on  Friday  evening  last,  to  try  for  pike  the  next  day,  but  I 
have  not  heard  how  they  got  on,  though  I  should  imagiae' 
not  as  well  as  they  did  the  previous  week-end.  Trout 
fishers  should  now  be  preparing  for  their  campaign,  as  thsse- 
are  a  good  few  streams  open ,  and  the  relative  merits  of  Maaohi 
Brown,  Bine  Dun,  Red  Spinner,  &o.,  as  best  killeis, 
can  be  put  to  the  test  once  more.  A  competition!  is, 
arranged  to  take  place  in  the  Dee  on  the  ICth,  and  one  of 
the  prizes  is  a  silver-mounted  fly  rod,  presented  by  tlmt 
far-famed  Isaac  Waltonite,  Mr.  H.  Wood,  who  also  gites 
another  prize  on  this  occasion.  Good  old  Harry,  he  is 
always  about,  and  is  a  very  useful  man  for  any  angler  to 
make  a  friend  of.  One  of  the  two  members  who 
went  to  the  Vyrnwy  writes:  "  Have  had  another  week- 
end  with  the  pike  at  Llanymynech— this  time  with  small 
success— the  river  being  very  low  and  gin  clear,  and,  I 
fancy,  impregnated  with  snow  water;  managed,  however, 
to  bag  four  fish  weighing  in  the  aggregate  201b.,  the 
largest  turning  the  scale  at  71b.  Heavy  snowstorm  put  a 
stop  to  further  operations,  and  I  should  say  the  stream 
will  not  be  in  good  order  for  fishing  again  for  at  least 
another  week.— R.  D.  Woolkall. 

Liverpool  Bast  Bna  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation  Row.  —  Angling  in 
this  district  remains  very  quiet,  only  a  couple  of  anglers 
tnroing  out,  who  have  reported  that  the  Oee  is  dead  off. 
rhis  13  generally  one  of  the  best  months  for  that  river, 
but  if  the  present  weather  continues  good  sport  may  be 
expected  during  the  following  week.  A  matter  which  is 
causing  great  interest,  and  which  is  a  item  which  should  be 
understood,  is  how  long  lias  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  had  a  centre  iu  Liverpool  ?  This  question  has 
caused  proof  to  be  obtained,  and  which  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  representative  of  the  centre,  that  the  centre  was 
establiihed  in  the  year  18S7.— Jamks  Rev.volus. 

Haldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion  Inn,  lieybndge,  Maldon,  Essex.— The  competition 
'cr  the  cup  given  by  Mr.  Ben  Lees,  of  the  Brunswick 
A.S.,  was  finished  on  Saturday  last,  and  Mr.  S.  Vince  was 
the  winner  with  01b.  lOioz.  of  roach,  and  T.  Springett 
■econd  with  Sib.  Kioz.  of  roach.  During  the  past  fortnight 
very  few  fish  have  been  taken.  The  Langford  waters  have 
been  disappointing,  owing  to  the  cold  winds.  Anglers 
have  had  a  few  fiah  from  the  tidal  waters  at  Beeleigh.  One 
angler  secured  a  sea  trout;  on  the  .">th  iust.  some  dace 
were  taken.  At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  a  better 
prospect  of  sport.  The  weather  being  much  milder  and 
the  water  a  bit  coloured,  should  be  suitable  for  roach 
fishing.   The  time  of  high  water  at  Beeleigh  on  the  12th 


iast.  will  be  at  2.8  p.m.,  suitable  for  afternoon  fishing. 
Anglers  may  fish  the  Langford  waters  at  Is.  per  day  or 
38.  up  to  the  end  of  March.  Tickets  may  be  obtained 
from  F.  Keen,  20,  Spital-road,  Maldon,  Essex. — F 
Kekn. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N. — The  fourteenth  annual  dinner  of  this 
society  was  held  at  the  Clarendon  Hotel,  Newington 
Green,  on  Tuesday  last,  when  close  on  forty  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast  admirably  put  on 
by  Mrs.  Courtin,  the  hostess.  The  chair  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  J.  A.  Strachan  (president)  ;  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
Harold  W.  Lane ;  these  gentlemen  being  well  supported 
by  several  well-known  people  in  the  angling  world, 
notably  Messrs.  J.  Starkey,  A.  Howes,  Capt.  Payne 
(Dobb's  Weir),  T.  Wiggington,  J.  Hobinstock,  A.  R 
Matthews,  &o.  A  short  interval  after  dinner  was 
ccBupied  by  the  company  in  inspecting  the  many  fine 
specimens  of  fish  which  adorn  the  club-room,  after  which 
harmony  reigned  supreme  until  the  wee  small  hours  of  the 
morning.  Amongst  those  who  assisted  at  the  really 
excellent  concert  were  Messrs.  Ernest  Skerten,  E.  Banks, 
Percy  Bell,  H.  W.  Lane,  Fred  Wileoa,  Prof.  Crannis 
(ventriloquist),  J.  Wells  Wood,  J.  Trieber,  W.  Goolwins, 
&c.  Accompanist,  Mr.  Albert  Jordan ;  musical  director, 
Mr.  H.  Biddlecombe. 

North-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — Outing  to  Shiplake  on  Feb.  12  ; 
all  to  start  by  the  nine  o'clock  train  from  Paddington  ; 
all  fish  to  be  Thames  measurement,  and  fish  from  bank 
only.  A  fishing  rod  will  also  be  added  to  prizes  for  most 
weight  of  fish  during  match. — A.  Lewis. 

North  Iiondon  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Feb.  5  the  members  fished  for  six 
prizes  at  Ware,  only  one  prize  being  taken,  by  Mr.  Hayes, 
with  roach.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the 
19th.  Conditions  to  be  arranged  next  meeting,  when  I 
hope  to  see  all  members  present  to  settle  the  same 
H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
On  Feb.  5  we  had  a  fair  show  of  fish  from  the  Lea.  Seven 
prizes  were  fished  for  and  won  as  follows  :  Messrs.  S. 
Dulieu,  first  with  one  jack,  111b. ;  A.  Birch,  second,  one 
jack,  3jlb. ;  G.  Barrs,  third,  jack  and  dace,  winning  two 
prizes  ;  J.  Franks,  fourth,  perch  ;  S.  Orrow,  fifth,  roach, 
vanning  two  prizes.  Messrs.  Page  also  weighed-in  one 
jack,  9Jlb. ;  W.  Madget,  one  jack,  4|lb. ;  D.  Seal, 
perch ;  R.  Brockett,  perch.  Our  annual  supper  took 
place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Feb.  7,  thirty  members  and 
friends  partaking  of  an  excellent  repast,  provided 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Bennett,  81,  Finnis-street,  Bethnal  Green 
The  cloth  removed,  the  remaining  part  of  the  evening  was 
spent  in  harmony  and  booking  prizes  for  the  coming 
season,  the  latter  being  well  responded  to.  Twelve  o'clock 
brought  a  very  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. — E. 
Brockett. 

Original    Clerkenwell    Piscatorial  Society, 

Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — Our 
visit  on  Feb.  G  was  a  decided  success,  thirty-three  clubs 
being  represented,  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  Bouffler ; 
faced  by  Mr.  Harvie,  vice.  Messrs.  Stretch,  Mike 
O'Leary,  Hilton,  James  Roberts  (cornet  soloist),  Owen, 
Fennell,  and  a  host  of  others  kindly  supplied  the  harmony 
of  the  evening.  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  made  a  few  remarks 
on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.,  and  Mr.  Wade  gave  the  members 
of  the  club  some  good  advice,  and  also  stated  that  the 
next  visit  goes  to  Peckham  Brothers  on  the  5th.  Messrs. 
Widmer  and  Hunt  had  roach  and  jack,  winning  the 
remaining  prizes. — A.  Hill. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  Carlisle- 
street,  Westminster-road. — In  our  prize  outing  on  Feb.  5, 
at  King's  Langley,  the  following  proved  successful :  Mr. 
W.  Lawrence,  first  prize ;  Mr.  W.  Turner,  second  prize. 
Will  members  kindly  attend  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  15,  to 
decide  outstanding  prizes. — A.  H. 

Peckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Sumner-road,  Peckham,  S.E. — The 
return  visit  on  the  Central  and  S.L.U.V.  Lists  comes  to 
the  above  club  on  Feb.  28.  It  being  the  first  visit  we  have 
received  from  the  Central  List,  I  tru,3t  the  clubs  will  rally 
round  and  give  us  a  bumper  on  that  occasion.  Our  next 
match  takes  place  at  Pnlborough  on  Feb.  12.  Mr.  Childs 
had  121b.  of  splendid  roach  on  Feb.lo. — Geo.  Etherington. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  Feb.  '>,  Messrs.  Austin  and  Bouffler, 
had  roach  and  perch  from  the  Thames.  Members  are 
requested  to  catch  the  first  train,  on  Feb.  12,  to  Bourne 
End,  as  a  saloon  has  been  engaged.  Three  prizes,  bank 
only,  one  rod,  all  to  go  down  on  the  morning,  no  entrain- 
ing.—K.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.i —  There  was  a 
capital  show  of  roach,  perch  and  jack  contributed  by  Mr. 
Robins,  Whitford,  Clist  and  Haynes;  Mr.  Whitford 
having  amongst  his  take  Kllb.  of  perch.  Members  are 
requested  to  show  up  early  on  Monday  next  for  important 
business. — W.  B. 

Queen's  Pisoatorials.  Queen's  Anna,  1a,  Chapel- 
■street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  the  5th  inst.  only  a 
•few  members  weighed  in.  Will  members  please  make  an 
appearance  on  Tuesday  next  to  consider  outing  before  the 
se»flon  is  over. — Geo.  Keenk. 

Koyal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Armp, 
Bateman-street. — On  Feb.  5  the  following  returned  with 
fish:  .Messrs.  Webber,  Pope,  and  Burrell,  each  gentle- 
man showing  an  excellent  tray  of  fish.  On  2nd  Feb.  we 
took  a  visit  on  the  C.  &  D.V.  List,  and  it  proved  an  un- 
(jualified  success,  nineteen  clubs  being  represented,  the 
following  artists  appeared  on  the  occasion :  Messis. 
Steptoe,  King,  Desmond,  Bean,  Chambers,  Heckit,  and 
Frankling.  1  wish  to  thank  all  clubs  for  their  attendance 
at  our  last  visit. — J.  Gibbons. 


St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  EmpreKs,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  have  arranged  an 
outing  to  Shiplike  on  Feb.  19,  for  four  prizes.  There  is 
also  a  special  pri/,3  for  tLo  gross  weight  of  roach  for  the 
month,    i  'ull  particulars  at  clubhouse. — F,  TlloRLiNf;. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stookwell-road. — In  the  event  of  flooded  banks,  our  match 
at  Datchet  will  again  have  to  he  postrioned  to  Feb.  19. 
Same  train,  9.41  Vauxhali.  Mr,  W.  J.  W.ade  (Central 
Association  London  Angling  Clubs)  has  kindly  consented 
to  give  a  lantern  lecture  in  our  club-room  on  Thursday, 
March  2,  entitled,  "Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by  the 
South-Eastem  Railway,"  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.8.  Anglers 
and  their  friends  will  receive  a  cordial  welcome. — Tuos. 
Li'CAs. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 

road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — We  fish  a  match  at 
Hatfield  and  Peverel  on  Feb.  19.  All  to  leave  Stratford 
on  the  morning.  Conditions  to  be  the  same  as  last  match 
at  Ware.  Cease  fishing  at  five  o'clock,  and  dine  at 
Sportsman  at  5.30  p.m.  On  5th,  Mr.  T.  Sandilands  saved 
the  club  a  blank  with  a  bream,  3lb.  Soz- — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.  —  Onr  outing  with  the 
Brompton  was  a  success,  although  the  weather  was  cold. 
All  the  prizes  were  taken,  viz.,  sweepstakes.  First,  Mr. 
Quilter ;  second,  Mr.  E.  Briggs ;  third,  Mr.  Hare. 
Private  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs,  Qnin,  Quilter,  F. 
Briggs,  E.  Briggs,  and  Halt.  Club  prizes  for  Sundial 
members,  Mr-  Quilter,  first ;  Mr.  Hare,  second ;  Mr. 
Halt,  third;  Mr.  F.  C-  Gerrard,  fourth;  Mr.  Lock,  fifth- 
The  gross  weight  for  the  sides  were  :  Brompton,  121b.  14oz. ; 
Sundial,  101b.  12oz.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
next  meeting,  as  there  is  very  important  business,  also  to 
arrange  for  the  next  outing. — G.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society.— An  adjourned 
meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  the  neadquarters,  the 
Black  Dog,  London-road,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  officers,  formulating  rules,  &c., 
and  enrolling  members,  which  was  presided  over  by  Mr. 
George  Barrow,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance.  Mr. 
Garwcoi  was  elected  treasurer,  and  Mr.  John  Marsh 
Brougham  as  hon.  secretary.  A  committee  of  seven  mem- 
bers was  also  formed,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 
The  hon.  secretary  was  requested  to  draw  up  the  rules, 
and  submit  them  at  the  next  meeting.  A  sportsmanlike 
standard  of  the  sizes  of  fish  to  be  weighed-in  was  adopted, 
the  perch  and  roach  being  9in. ;  jack,  22in. ;  and  Thames 
trout,  17in.  Nearly  forty  memlaers  were  enrolled,  and  it 
was  agreed  to  affiliate  the  society  to  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  AngUng  Clubs. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford. — Several  members  were  out  on  Feb.  5. 
Mr.  J.  Payne,  roach  (best  fish  lib.  ojlb),  and  Mr.  J. 
Oakley,  roach.  Other  membsrs  were  out,  but  returned 
with  blanks. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion.  Albert 
Embankment. — We  fished  a  match  on  Feb.  5  at  Datchet, 
with  the  following  result:  Messrs.  Allen,  chub  and  dace, 
first;  J.  Clayton,  roach  and  dace,  second;  Clegg,  roach 
and  dace,  third  ;  J.  Clayton,  jun.,  dace,  4th.  Our  usual 
weekly  meeting  took  place  on  'fuesday  last,  but  was 
poorly  attended.  I  have  some  special  business  to  bring 
before  the  club  on  Tuesday  next ;  all  members  are 
requested  to  attend. — H.  C. 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  AngUng  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — Our  supper  outing  on 
the  5th  inst.  was  a  complete  success.  Fishing  ceased  at 
5.30.  p.m.,  after  which  we  adjourned  to  the  White  Hart, 
Cookham,  where  Mr.  Cocking  very  ably  supplied  us  with 
a  good  leg  of  mutton  supper,  to  which  our  members  did 
ample  justice.  He  also  promised  us  a  prize  for  some 
future  outing.  Mr.  Templeman  was  first  with  a  fine  show 
of  perch,  71b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Glass,  second,  with  roach  and 
dace,  41b.  3ioz. ;  Mr.  Haydoa,  third,  with  41b.  IJoz, 
roach  and  dace. — W.  H.  Batch. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Esssz 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.  —  On  Feb.  5  Mr. 
Moore  weighed-in  a  nice  jack,  51b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Ecott,  jack, 
41b. ;  Messrs.  Knight,  Skelsey,  and  Thompson,  perch 
On  Feb.  12  we  have  an  outing  to  St.  Margaret's. — H. 

WiGG. 

Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  Roebuck 
Hotel,  Bridge-street. — A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
above  association  was  held  on  Feb.  2  at  the  headquarters. 
Nine  new  members  were  accepted.  A  very  fine  roach, 
scaling  21b.  4ozs.  Odr.,  was  caught  by  one  of  onr  member^, 
Mr.  N.  Hamblett,  on  Feb.  5,  whilst  fishing  in  the  River 
Gowy  at  Mickle  Trafford.  On  its  being  shown  to  our 
chairman,  Mr.  J.  Lyon  W.  Little,  he  had  it  at  once  for- 
warded to  Manchester  in  order  that  it  might  be  set  up.  It 
will,  in  all  probability,  eventually  be  placed  in  the  local 
museum. — Fred  J.  Emsox. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Feb.  5,  but  sport  was  very  bad,  for  Mr.  W.  Burling 
was  the  only  member  that  weighed-in  fish,  saving  ns  from 
a  blank.  I  hope  our  members  wiU  not  forget  our  match 
on  Feb.  12,  at  Hatfield  Peverel;  all  to  godoivnby  the 
first  train  that  leaves  Stratford  at  7.35  a.m. ;  and  I  hope 
all  clubs  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  District  Visiting  List  will 
not  forget  our  visit  that  takes  place  at  the  above  house  on 
Monday,  Feb.  13,  at  8  p.m.  sharp. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — The  members  of  this  club  had  a  large 
attendance  at  their  social  supper  on  the  2Dd  inst.  Covers 
were  laid  for  fifty  and  with  their  friends  sat  down  to  a 
capital  repast,  provided  by  their  host  Mr.  Dean.  The 
president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  occupied  the  chair  and  Mr. 
C.  J.  Carter  the  vice  chair,  both  gentlemen  doing  their 
duty  in  a  very  able  manner.  Mr.  Carter  weighed  in 
51b.  7oz.  of  dace,  taking  second  prize  in  the  match,  and 
Mr.  Martin,  31b.  12oz.  taking  third  prize.    Mr.  Elsmore 
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also  weighed  ia  31b.  Ooz.  The  fish  were  displayed  on  the 
supper  table.  A  long  mcsical  programme  was  got  through 
with  the  assistance  of  the  company  present,  and  Mr. 
Martin  with  his  friends  eontribnted  towards  the  evening's 
amusement,  by  selections  with  their  string  band.  Mr, 
Cox,  jun  ,  weighed  in  for  the  match  on  Feb.  6^  lib.  '>oy.., 
taking  third  prize.  Mr.  Peait,  lib.  15oz.  taking  sixth 
prize,  and  Mr.  Warrington  also  weighed  in  lib.  loz. — 
J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angrlini}'  Society.  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W.— On  Feb.  5,  Mr.  Eccarias  weighed- 
in  roach,  largest  lib.  2oz.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Robinson 
weighed-in  roach  and  Perch. — S.H. 

white  Hart  Angling  Society.  The  Volunteer, 
Chesnut-road,  Tottenham. — On  Feb.  .5  a  few  members 
were  out,  Mr.  Butler  saving  us  from  a  blank,  with  a  good 
show  of  roach.  Will  members  please  note  we  fish  for 
three  prizes  on  the  12th,  the  same  not  being  taken  on  the 
5th  ?— W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Fiscatoriala,  28,  Alexandra  -  road, 
Wimbledon. — The  usual  fortnightly  outing  will  take  place 
on  the  12th  inst.  on  club  water ;  usual  prizes,  train,  and 
conditions. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Club,  The 
Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — Having  completed  our 
arrangements  for  the  end  of  the  season,  after  having  some 
good  meetings,  we  intend  having  a  prize  outing  to  Woking 
(8.40' from  Ckpham  Junction)  on  the  12th  for  tlfree  prizes, 
when  we  hope  all  members  that  ein  will  compete. — N. 
Linden. 


^offings  bp  ti)c  i^ap. 

The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday 
evening  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  was  a  record  one.  Under  the 
chairmanship  of  that  well  known  sportsman.  Sir  Samuel 
Montagu,  Bart.,  M.P..  and  the  vice-chairmen,  W.  Senior, 
R.  B.  Marston,  H.  F.  Norris,  Basil  Field,  and  F.  M. 
Halford,  the  function  passed  off  in  the  most  delightful 
manner.  A  good  dinner,  excellently  served ;  good  wines 
and  cigars  ;  speeches  such  as  only  anglers  indulge  iu — full 
of  anecdote  and  business.  A  programme  of  music 
provided  by  that  well  known  angling  tenor,  Dalgety 
Henderson,  was  a  feast  for  the  gods.  I  am  not  a  fly  fisher, 
but  I  wish  the  Fly  Fishers  had  two  dinners  a  year  instead 
of  one,  and  that  my  chief  would  invite  rce,  as  he  has  done 
for  years  past. 

 >  ♦ « ♦<  

The  honorary  secretary,  Mr.  T.  Bowater  Vernon,  is  to 
be  congratulated  (as  also  are  the  entertainment  com- 
mittee) for  the  really  admirable  manner  in  which  the 
whole  of  the  arrangements  for  such  a  grand  dinner  had 
been  carried  out.  The  programme  was  an  illustrated 
eight-pager.  Elsewhere  will  be  found  what  the  dinner 
consisted  of.  The  horse's  doovers,  as  my  little  girl  calls 
it,  was  just  in  my  particular  line  (huitres) — oysters  I  call 
them.  (Ask  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
how  many  we  can  "arrange  for"  at  Craig's!)  I  was 
to  have  dined  at  Cardiff  on  the  same  evening,  but  my 
doctor  would  not  allow  me  to  travel  so  far  during  this 
changeable  weather.  I  hope  they  enjoyed  themselves  at 
Cardiff. as  much  as  I  did  at  the  Cecil.  The  motto  on  the 
first  page  of  the  F.  F.  programme  was  "By  this  roae 
maketh  money — only  contentment."  Like  Sir  Samuel, 
I  made  no  money — and  spent  none— and  was  more  than 
content. 

 >  <  

This  arrived  on  Thursday  afternoon,  and  was  sent  by 
"  Ben  "  Abraiiams  :  "  Dear  '  Dragnet,'  are  you  going  to 
favour  us  with  your  presence  at  our  A.B.S.  dinner  to- 
night S  Never  mind  your  evening  suit  or  long-sleeved 
hat.  I  know  you  are  busy,  but  come  and  have  a  jolly  good 
feed — soup,  chickens,  jellies,  &c.,  &c.  Come  on  your 
bike  or  motor,  anyhow  you  like,  but  come."  Thinks, 
"Ben"  and  Co.,  but  1  never  go  out  on  Thursdays; 
besides,  did  I  not  have  a  good  dinner  on  Wednesday 
evening  at  the  Cecil  ?  Surely  one  good  dinner  a  week  is 
BuflBoient  for  any  honest  angler  i* 


That  go  ahead,  up-to-date  corporation,  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company,  has  issued  a  little  book, 
entitled,  "  Marth  Leaves  from  the  Norfolk  Broad  Land." 
It  is  written  by  P.  H.  Emerson,  and,  like  all  the  other 
works  which  have  come  from  the  pen  of  that  genial  artist, 
sportsman,  and  littcrali-ur,  shows  the  keen  observance  of 
men  and  things  for  which  Dr.  Emerson  isfamous.  It  con- 
tains a  series  of  short  articles  on  country  life  and  manners, 
and  is  just  the  book  to  read  on  the  way  to  the  "  breamy 
Broads,"  or  anywhere  else  for  that  matter.  Its  moderate 
price  (gratis  on  application  at  Liverpool-street)  places  this 
altogether  charming  book  withia  the  reach  of  the  most 
modest  purse. 


When  I  first  read  this  book  I  must  confess  that  I  was 
not  altogether  pleased  at  the  thought  of  how  much  it  will 
popalarisi'the  dear  o!d  Broad  land,  that  every  one  who  has 
been  there  loves  so  well.  But  after  all,  such  athonght  is 
a  selfish  and  unworthy  one,  and  why  should  we  n'ot  desire 
to  share  our  pleasures  with  others,  even  if  we  do  not 
always  give  away  our  best  swims  ?  So  1  ho|)e  that  the 
G.E.  11.  will  reap  all  the  benefit  that  their  enterprising 
policy" undoubtedly  deserves,  and  if  we  find  the  JBroads 
moife  popular  knd  crowded, year  hj  year,  as  they  assuredly 
will4  we  must  put  up  with  it  and  rejoice  that  others  as  well 
as  ourselves  can,  owing  to  Jin  <li'  fierle  enterprise  enjoy 
that  sweet  piece  of  "  nature  unadorned." 


.ii,_CECii,HoWLETT  writes:  "Mr.  Bob  Plummer,  of 
MotSi&y  Island;' is;  like  his  late  father,'  a  keen''  observer  in 


all  matters  where  the  interest  of  anglers  is  concerned,  and 
he  informs  me  that  in  several  places  he  has  noticed  perch 
spawn  deposited  on  the  boughs  at  this  early  period.  It  is 
therefore  to  be  hoped,  in  the  interest  of  all,  that  anglers 
taking  any  of  this  class  of  fish  will  at  once  return  them, 
and  thereby  help  the  preservation  societies  to  carry  out 
their  desire  to  get  a  good  stock  of  these  fish  in  the  river 
again.  One  of  our  greatest  enemies  is  the  dab,  which 
has  increased  in  large  numbers  during  the  pist  few  years. 
'  Bob '  succeeded  in  catching  two  of  these  sinners  in  his 
landing  net  list  week,  one  of  which  he  has  still  alive  on 
the  island." 


_Mr.  John  Bickeedtke  has  just  completed  a  romance  en- 
titled "  The  Passing  of  Prince  Rozan."  It  is  to  a  certain 
extent  a  story  of  the  sea,  and  will  have  some  interest  for 
yachtsmen,  but  the  author  has  utilised  some  of  the  revela- 
tions in  recent  bankruptcy  proceedings.  It  will  be  published 
in  New  York  by  Messrs.  Putnam's  Sons,  and  in  London 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Burleigh. 


A  Bohemian  Concert  will  be  held  at  the  home  of  the 
Gresham  anglers,  Masons'  Tavern,  Masons'-hall-court, 
on  Tuesday  evening  next,  Feb.  14.  Mr.  Gray  has  the 
programme  in  hand,  and  sorae  first-rate  talent  will  be 
provided.  Ladies  are  specially  invited.  A  most  enjoyable 
evening  may  be  looked  forward  to. 


Welsh  anglers  will  learn  with  delight  that  Mr.  R.  J. 
Edwards,  North  and  South  Wales  Bank,  Holyhead,  the 
champion  angler  of  the  island,  has  been  appointed  on  the 
Commission  of  Peace  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Mr.  Edwards  is  to  be  complimented  on 
acquiring  the  deserved  dignity,  and  I  feel  sure  "  that  wee 
betide  "  the  Alaw  salmon  poachers  who  may  appear  before 
him. 


Mr.  J.  T.  Hancock  writes  :  "  On  Saturday  last,  Feb.  4, 
Mr.  J.  Hales  caught  a  pike  at  Ponders  End  weighing  131b. 
Ijoz.  ;  37iin.  long  (extreme  length),  girth  ITin.  The 
weight  was  checked  by  Mr.  F.  Homer,  of  Forest  Gate, 
who  is  setting  the  fish  up." 


That  inteierting  little  monthly,  "The  Word  on  the 
Waters,"  is  to  hand,  and  from  it  is  culled  the  following: 
"  Mr.  John  Carstairs,  skipper  of  the  fishing  boat 
Providence,  writes  to  The  Scitrborovgh  Post :  '  For  myself, 
and  on  behalf  of  all  the  Scotch  fishermen  frequenting  the 
port  of  Scarboro',  I  desire  to  publicly  thank  all  who  have 
in  any  way  contributed  tothe  maintenance  of  the  Seamen's 
Institute.  This  year  it  has  been  the  means  of  keeping 
many  from  spending  their  hard-earned  money  in  the 
public-house.  The  facilities  given  at  the  institute  for 
writing,  reading,  &c.,  have  brought  cheer  and  comfort  to 
homes  in  Scotland,  and  have  kept  a  home  influence  round 
young  and  old  which  no  one  can  calculate  the  benefit  of. 
We  desire  also  to  thank  Mr.  Tinley  and  all  those  associated 
with  him  in  the  management  of  the  Seamen's  Institute. 
We  feel  that  nothing  could  exceed  the  kindness,  courtesy, 
and  attention  they  have  given  to  the  strange  fishermen. 
We  desire  also  to  thank  all  those  who  have  contributed  to 
the  Saturday  night  entertainments.'  " 


"  A  FEW  days  ago,"  says  my  friend  the  editor  of  Scraps, 
"  I  ran  across  an  old  '  salt '  who  ought  to  be  on  the  staff 
of  a  fishing  paper  instead  of  portering  down  at  Billings- 
gate, as  he  now  is.  Judging  by  his  profound  knowledge 
of  the  habits  and  -customs  of  the  finny  occupants  of  the 
'  deep  blue  sea,'  I  fancy  the  old  fellow  must  be  a  modern 
edition  of  Neptune  himself.  He  told  me  lots  of  things 
which  made  me  raise  my  eyebrows,  but  which,  of  course, 
demanded  that  full  measure  of  belief  and  faith  which  it  is 
the  inalienable  privilege  of  every  fisherman  to  expect.  For 
instance,  he  assured  me  on  his  solemn  oath — as  a  fisher- 
man— that  pollack  actually  use  parasols  to  protect  their 
delicate  complexions  from  the  hot  summer  sun.  He  didn't 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that  Messrs.  Cod  and  Haddock  ran  a 
submarine  '  Swan  and  Edgar  '■  establishment,  but  that's  a 
mere  trifling  detail  of  no  importance.  The  salient  fact 
remains,  and  that  is,  that  certain  fish  use  parasols. 


"  I  am  not  going  to  disgrace  the  whole  finny  society  of  the 
coast,  however,  for  it  is  only  one  branch  of  a  very  sensible 
and  hard-working  family  that  puts  on  such  airs,  but  even 
among  the  pollack  this  parasol  craze  is  merely  a  childhood 
affliction.  Moreover,  it's  most  likely  only  the  young 
ladies  of  the  tribe  that  affect  it,  and  when  they  grow  older 
and  more  sensible  they  drop  the  nonsense,  and  divide  their 
attentions  between  food-hunting  and  hook-dodging. 
Whether  they  like  to  lie  near  the  top  in  shoal  water, 
and  the  heat  of  the  sun  hurts  them ;  whether  the 
reflections  bother  them  or  not ;  or  whether  they  are  infected 
with  the  passion  of  the  seaside  holiday  girl,  who  has  a 
jienchard  for  waving  multi-coloured  sunshades,  I  do  not 
profess  to  say ;  but  I  am  told  that  if  I  use  my  eyes  the 
next  time  I  go  to  the  seaside,  on  a  sunny  day  I  shall  find 
the  harbouis  and  inlets  alive  with  young  pollack,  all 
swimming  around  under  the  shade  of  the  most  gorgeous 
jeUiifinli  umbrellas  imaginable  —  green,  yellow,  pink, 
orange,  red  and  purple^  fringed,  embroidered,  and 
scalloped,  and  notched  with  knobbed,  carved,  curved 
silver  and  gold  handles." 


The  following  shows  how  it  is  possible  to  inake  money 
by  publishing  even  a  first  book  of  poems.  A  budding  poet 
took  this  step — at  his  own  cost,  needless  to  say — and  was 
agonised  when  good-natured  friends  said,  "  You'll  be  half 
ruined."  At  la.st,  in  fear  and  trembling,  he  wrote  to  the 
publisher  to  know  the  worst  (which  he  calculated  at  £7*>), 
"  Let  me  know  how  many  of  the  edition  have  gone  off," 
ran  his  humble  epistle,    and  what  is  the  balance  I  owe 


you."  The  publisher  wrote  back:  "Dear  Sir, — Your 
whole  edition  has  gone  off,  leaving  a  balance  of  £25  in 
your  favour ;  cheque  inclosed."  The  poet  was  delighted. 
He  rushed  to  the  publishers  to  obtain  particulars  of  the 
unexpected  sale.  "  My  dear  sir,  I  think  you  had  better 
not  ask."  "  Not  ask.  Why  not  ?  You  wrote  to  say  the 
edition  had  all  been  sold  ;  it  must  have  been  sold  to  some- 
body." "  Pardon  me.  I  wrote  that  it  had  'gone  off'; 
so  it  had,  the  whole  of  it.  There  was  a  fire  in  the  ware- 
house, and  the  contents  were  insured." 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

The  seventh  annual  Yachting  Exhibition  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium,  which  is  now  open  and  will  continue  until 
March  2,  is  the  best  display  yet  held  there.  For  variety 
of  craft,  excellence  of  appointments,  and  splendid  launches 
of  various  types  and  motors  it  is  unique.  It  does  not 
interfere  with  the  excellent  entertainments,  which  continue 
throughout  the  day,  and  will  next  week  include  a  clever 
couple  of  comedians — the  Wedburns. 


i 


Everyone  who  knows  "Truthful  Tommy"  is  aware 
that  so  far  as  hair  is  concerned  he  has  lost  "  a  little  bit  off 
the  top,"  so  he  tried  a  well-known  remedy  to  repair 
damages.  "  I  say,"  he  remarked  to  his  Teutonic  chin 
scraper,  "I  thought  you  told  me  that  'Tatcho'  was 
a  good  hair  restorer !  Well,  those  two  bottles  you  sold 
me  have  done  no  good."  "  Soh  !  Zen  you  haf  not  per- 
severe viz  eem."  "  Now  look  here,  sonny,"  was 
"  T.  T.'s  "  reply,  "  I  am  a  bit  of  a  sportsman,  and  I  will 
just  drink  one  more  bottle,  but  it's  the  absolute  last. 
You  can  put  your  money  on  that  and  win  every  time." 
As  the  astonished  Deutscher  afterwards  remarked  to  a 
friend,  "  You  couldt  have  knock  me  downs  mit  ein 
mangle  !  " 

The  Anchor  Pishing  Society,  of  which  I  am  president, 
held  a  competition  for  the  largest  roach  on  the  Thames, 
on  Feb.  5  and  0.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  P.  H. 
Amphlett  (reach  lib.  2|oz.),  Mr.  Charter  being  second, 
and  Mr.  R.  House  third. 


Our  Newmarket  correspondent,  Capt.  W.  Hewlett, 
chief  ofiicer  of  the  Newmarket  Jockey  Club  Owners'  and 
Trainers'  Fire  Brigade,  whilst  superintending  a  big  blaze 
at  Chippenham  recently,  was  severely  burned  about  the 
face  and  arms.  I  am  pleased  to  hear,  however,  that  he  is 
well  on  the  way  to  recovery. 


Sir  W.  Weddeeburn,  Bart.,  M.P.  for  Banffshire,  has 
been  kind  enough  to  send  his  pamphlet  on  "  North  Sea 
Fisheries."  This  is  a  reprint  of  the  paper  read  by  the 
■hon.  member  before  the  Moray  Firth  Fisheries  Association 
at  Buckie.  It  contains  an  account  of  his  tour  of  inspection, 
and  is  full  of  much  valuable  information,  which  will  be  of 
the  greatest  interest  to  those  who  have  a  proper  respect 
and  regard  for  the  North  Sea  as  a  source  of  our  food 
supply,  and  regret  its  depletion  by  the  suicidal  policy 
which  is  now  adopted  with  regard  to  it. 

 >»«■><  

"  On  Feb  9  (writes  Mr.  Howes,  of  the  Bull  Hotel, 
Barton  Mills),  I  went  jack  fishing  on  the  Lark,  and  caught 
six;  largest  only  61b.  Roach  and  dace  are  well  on  the 
feed  in  the  deep  waters.  Gentles  are  the  most  killing 
just  now." 

)  »  t  *  < 

A  new  monthly,  commencing  March  1  next,  and  con- 
ducted by  Edward  Gates,  entitled  "  The  British  Journal 
of  Health  and  Recreation,"  will  be  published  at  2",  Ivy- 
lane,  Paternoster- row,  E.G..  Price . fonrpence.  In  pre- 
senting the  prospectus  of  this  new  journal,  the  publishers 
are  "firmly  convinced  that  they  are  about. to  supply  a 
long-felt  want  on  the  part  of  not  only  that  section  of  the 
community  who  possess  the  necessary  means  for  a  summer 
or  autumn  sojourn  by  the  '  silver  sea,'  or  amid  mountain 
and  lake,  but  are  hopeful  of  meeting  the  requirements  of 
invalids,  the  man  '  out  of  sorts,'  the  pent  np  tradesman, 
and  denizens  of  our  busy  towns  and  crowded  cities.  In 
short,  to  place  the  most  reliable  information  at  a  cost  and 
within  a  compass  nowhere  else  obtainable." 

 >»»♦<  

'Tis  the  voice  of  the  angler,  I  heard  him  complain, 

"  Well  I'm — hanged  if  it's  not  started  raining  again  "  ; 
As  the  door  on  its  hinges  so  he  on  his  bed 
■  Has  another  turn  over,  and  wakes  up  again — 
Too  late  to  go  anywhere. 

[And  a  good  job  tltree,  considering  the  state  of  the 
weather  when  this  was  written.] 


"  In  the  recently  issued  '  Transactions  of  the  Zoological 
Society  of  London,'"  says  the  J?c//o,  "  appears  a  report' 
by  Mr.  Boulenger  on  the  fishes  collected  by  Mr.  J.  E.  S. 
Moore,  the  leader  of  the  expedition,  from  Lake  Tanganyika. 
According  to  Mr.  Moore,  there  are  two  faunas  in  the  lake, 
one  a  normal  fresh-water  one,  and  another  evidently  of  a' 
marine  origin.  This  was  proved  by  the  study  of  the' 
splendid  collection  of  molluscs  which  he  obtained.  But 
the  same  fact  is  not  brought  out  from  the  study  of  the 
fish,  whicli,  although  very  novel  and  very  remarkable,  do 
not  include  any  marine  fishes  ;  this  may  be  due  to  the 
incompleteness  of  the  collection.  The  finny  inhabitants 
of  many  of  the  African  lakes  are  apparently  practically 
wholly  unknown — from  the  great  Albert  Nyanza,  for 
instance,  only  one  species  of  fish  has  yet  been  brought. 


They  had  been  "  Dunrii)pling  "  not  altogether  wisely; 
the  host  was  unable  for  reanuns  to  see  his  guest  out,  and 
after  expressing  his  sorrow,  added  "  When  you  get  to  the 
front  door,  Jook,  ye'll  see  twa  cabs  ;  tak''the  first  yin,  the 


second  yin  s  no'  there." 


Dragnet. 
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DillSLAIEIl 

I  Newark-on-Trent. 

'  me  "CHAPIOH"  PIKE  ROD,  in 
Greenheart,  and  beaatifally  finished, 


My  COMBINATION  REEL  is  nnsnr- 
passed  for  Spinning  for  Pike. 


3^111.     4iii.     i^in.  Sin. 

16/-  17/-  18/-  20/-  in  bestWalnut 

21/-  22/-  24/-  26/-  in  Ebonite. 


I  am  now  building  a  special 
lot  of  Built  Cane  Salmon  and 
Trout  Bods,  with  and  without 
Steel  Centres,  and  it  is  advisable 
to  order  at  once. 


THE  "CHAMPION" 
SPINNING  AND  PRAWNING 


ROD, 


ll^ft.  to  12ft.,  Bntt  and  Middle  Double 
Bnilt,  fitted  with  Lock  Joints,  Enbber 
Batton,  EeTolving  Bntt,  and  End  Eings. 
Price  4  gB. ;  with  Steel  Centre,  5  gB. 
Fitted  with  Snction  Joints,  ^  a  guinea  less. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

A   CHABMIZra  aiFT  BOOK. 

"  A  brlUlant  book." — The  Timet. 
6i.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  Illnitrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  0.  COOK  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

*  Sir  Henry  Pontonby  U  commanded 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darli/ngtoi 
for  a  copy  of  hi»  Bandbook." 

"Notning  better  could  be  wish^ 
for.'*— firtiwA  Weekly.  *' Farsnperioi 
«  ordinary  ^\<\qh ."^London  Oailv  Chronicls, 


"A  BRILLIANT  600K."-2Vi«  Times. 

Every  ViBitor  to  London  should  nse 
I  ON  now    SECCin)  EDITION. 

and  l^lS^^':^,t  24  Maps*  PUBS. 
ENVIRONS.      60  mnstratioas. 

'  Mortemphatlcally  tops  them  all." — DailyOrapftii 
Llangollen— Darlington  &  Co. 
London— SiMPKiB,  Mas8hall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookntall  and  all  Booksellers. 

VUitors  to  Bonrnemoath,  Brtgbton,  Eaetboume, 
Ha«ting»,  Bath,  Wells.  We«tem-snper-Mare,  Mai- 
rern,  Worcester,  Oloncester,  i^landrindod  W<;1I'<, 
Rhjl,  Llandadno,  Oolwyn  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Wye 
V'l'ey,  Severn  Valley,  Channel  Islands,  and  Isle 
J*  Wight,  shonld  use  Darlin|rton's  Handbo-iks, 
U.  each.  List  Post  Free.  Darlmgton  t  Co.,  Llan 
pollen. 

Condon:  8IMPKIN,  MAB3HALL  A  OO.,  Ltd 
PHOTOOBAFHB.— Beaatlfnl  Photograph 
Jf  Scenery.  Ra.ns,  Ac,  In  Italy,  Greece.  Turkey 
f  aiestine,  and  Egypt ;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6d 
and  28.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 
DiiBLmOTON  A  CO..  LLAJJQOLLBN. 


THE  "  NORFOLK  "  PIKE  ROD, 

lOf  t  Ea»t  India  cane,  with  balanr-^  handle,  fn'adn- 
ited  winch  flitlrrgs,  doable  brazed  snction  joints, 
two  best  (freenheart  tops,  with  revolving  end- 
rtnus.  In  par-ition  bag,  278,  Sd.;  with  Bickerdjke 
snd-rinifs  30b.  As  sopc/lied  to  leading  Norfolk  pike 
lUhermen,  who  know  what  a  pike  rod  should  be. 

A.  J.  RUDD, 

M,  LONDON  STBEET,  NOEWIOH. 


THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

A  strictly  Non-party  Org^aniaation  to  nre;e  u^^n  the  Government  and  the  Electorate 
the  paramoatit  importance  of  an  adequate  Navy  a<i  the  best  ffua  antee  of  pence. 

Terms  of  3Iembership : 
One  Guinea  per  annum,  or  Ten  Guineas  for  a  life  payment. 
Ladies  are  admitted  for  half  these  payments. 
Hon.  Vice-President's  Subscription,  Five  Guineas  annually, 

or  £2S  in  one  payment  for  life. 
Subscribers  of  less  than  £1  are  enrolled  as  Associates. 
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Full  particulars  of  aims  and  work  of  the  Lea^e  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  Secretary,  to  whom  all  cheques  should  be  made  payable. 

The  Navy  League  Journal  is  published  monthly,  and  sent  post  free  to  all 
Members.    Extra  copies  are  supplied  at       per  annum. 

Head  Office  of  the  Lea^e :  13,  Victoria  Street,  Westminstbb,  S.W. 
Branches;  London  (3),  Bristol,  Bath,  Windsor,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Sydenham, 
Liverpool,  Bedford,  Cape  Town,  Hong  Kong,  Malta,  Toronto,  Durban,  British 
Guiana,  Auckland,  and  Canterbury,  N.Z. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  SUPPLY. 

The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish  J 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.   It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Eoach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Eudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &c.,  &c.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR   FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

tf.B. — Special  Lines  in  Rainbows,  Carp,  Fish  Food,  Ground-bait,  and  Perfection  Carriers 


"  Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  ArundeL"— Cliarles  Dlokena. 

THE     ARUN^OEU:.  HOTEL, 

OLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTBIOT  BAILWAT,  THE  LAW  OOUBTS. 
THEATBES,  STBAND,  THE  BIYEB,  &o. 


(HEAD  QUARIERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 

TIGTORIi  EIBIRKIEIT,  STRilD,  LOIDOR. 

One  of  tbe  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 
BKD.    BRBAKFAST.    AND    ATTKNDAMCK    FROM  68 


SODTfl-WESTERN  NORWAY. 
SALMON  RIVER  to  LET, 

For  SEASON  1899. 

THWELVE  Miles  of  Fishing;  fole  Tight 
both  '  asks.  Excellent  well-furnisher 
lodge,  ten  bedrooms,  four  recepr.ion- 
rooms,  servants'  accommodation ;  stabling, 
iceho  .se,  an'i  kitchen  garden.  Good 
troi.t  fishing  within  half  an  hours  drive. 
Salmon  enttr  the  river  beginning  of  M»y. 
El.gli^h  references.  Or  river  might  be 
divi-'ed,  as  a  smaller  lodge  will  also  be 
available  for  lower  water. 

Apply  to  "  B.  C.  C,"  care  of  Neyroud'a 
Advertimng  Agency,  14,  Queen  Victoria 
street,  E.C. 


ROYAL  AJAX  CYCLES. 

On  monthly  Pay- 
ments Immense  stock 
Lad  es' and  Gents'.  New 
a-id  secnnd-hnnd.  Won- 
derfu.  ba  gains.  Car- 
nage paid.  Easy  p:iy- 
metits,  from  163. 
m'^nthly,  or  large  cash 
discount.  Oi.e  year's 
guarantee.  Illnxtrated  Price  Linta  I'ost  Free  ou  AiJplica. 
lion.  Olrl  bicvcl.'s  exchaiii  ed  -  T  ie  BRITISH  CYCLE 
Mk^J.  CO.,  45,  Everton  Road,  Liverpool. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 


(To  the  TraiJe  only). 


UAPI^I  TQ  Swan  indTuTVey  Feathers, 
llHUIxLLO  Seals  Fur,  Figs' Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Sundays  Well  Eo?.a,  Cork 


''EXCEL 
COCOA. 

ABSOLUTELY  PURB. 
Fow  can  eqiinl,  none  can  "  ercel."— F«n, 
tlO.OOO  BKWARn   6d.  Packets,  Tins  2b.  per  lb 
DellclooH  &roma.  Dietlc,  SuAtalnlnff.— Vide  Analysts. 
CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (E«irlKt«red).  A  Saperlor 
ChocoUto.  In  liandnorae  Dozes,  6d. 
0I77ENIB"  Boiee,  the  Season's  8acc«e8,  from  ed 
CHOCOLATE  WAFERS,  a  deUcloas  ChocoUte.  6d.  and 
l8.  per  box. 

COURT  CHOCOLATE,  the  Bneet  eating  Chocolate,  Is 

handsome  Boxes,  is.  and  2s. 

Sold  everywhere,  or  direct  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Purveyors  to  H.R.H.  the  Princess  of  Wales 
LONDON  WOBKS,  BEBMONDSEY,  S.E. 

BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President:  Sir  EDWABD  BIBKBECK.,  Bart. 

REDUCED   fare: a 
S.E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  BAII.WAYS 

ist  OCTOBER  to  31st  MARCH. 
Agents  at  coast  town.. 
BOATS    AT    RXED  PRICES. 

Meetingfs  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Cannon-street  Hotel. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Chaeles 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
qere,  11,  Queen  Victoria- street,  E.C. 

FISHING  on  the  DOVI 

THREE  VACANT  RODS 

ON  THE 

BIRDSGROVE  FISHING  CLUB 

For  1899. 

About  Three  to  Four  Miles, 
good  Trout  and  Grayling. 

Apply  to — 

Mr.  S.  M.  BOND, 
Alrewas  House,  Ashbourne. 


SILK  riSHERT 
COMPANY. 


Write  for  JPrice  List 


S.  Fario,  Fontinalis,  and 
Rainbow  Trout. 


WANSFORD,  NORTHMTS. 


TO  THE  DEAF. 

"TVR.  NICHOLSON'S  Patented  Artificial 
^  Ear  Drums  have  stood  the  test  of 
20  years,  curing  1,000,000  persons,  and 
are  still  acknowledged  to  be  the  only  real 
cure  for  Deafne  s.  Noises  in  the  Head, 
and  other  Aural  Troubles.  Doctors  say 
these  Ear  Drums  have  done  more  for 
humanity  than  any  other  medical  inven- 
tion. A  Descriptive  Book  in  any  language 
sent  free  by  J.  H.  Nicholson,  17,  Bury- 
stieet,  London,  W.C. 


Postern  Chambers, 
nottinqham, 
1/6  A  2/6  Each.  Post  Free. 

Fireproof,  2«.  Extra. 
"it  RECOMMSNOS  ITSELF." 


3 


IMPROVED  fATENT, 

SOLO  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  11,  1899 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Things  were  exceptionally  quiet  at  Monday's  meeting 
of  this  society,  at  least  as  far  as  anijiing  was  concerned. 
Three  of  the  members,  Messrs.  Frank  Ward.  C.  H. 
Bywaters,  and  H.  Harden,  bad  been  to  Ringwood  for  the 
opening  of  the  salmon  fishing  there,  and  had  been  on  the 
■water  two  days.  On  the  first  day  there  were  altogether 
fourteen  rods  out,  and  the  catch  was  nine  keifs.  On  the 
second  day  the  same  numbfir  of  gentlemen  fished,  but  the 
result  was  an  absolute  blank,  not  eveu  an  unclean  fish 
being  caught.  The  three  Piscat orials  returued  home  dis- 
appointed with  their  fisl  iog,  but  hiving  otherwise  spent  a 
very  jolly  couple  of  days  on  the  Avon.  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews  had  taken  some  fair  roach  on  the  Thames,  and 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  roach  from  the  Colne,  the  heaviest  weigh- 
ing lib.  3az.  The  committee  mot  on  Monday  evening  to 
draw  uo  the  regn'aMons  for  fishing  the  Uxbridge  water, 
and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  at  the  amoWn<  concert 
to  be  held  in  the  Piscitorial  silon  on  Monday,  the  20ch 
inst,,  the  date  when  membprs  may  fish  the  new  acquisition 
will  be  announced.  Next  Monday  th<>re  is  a  treat  in  store 
for  members  and  friends,  inasmuch  aj  Mr,  Horace  H. 
Brown  will  descant  upon  "  The  Birds  of  the  Kennet 
Valley."  The  paper  is  sure  to  be  interesting  and 
instructive.  M.  G.  K.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  occapitd  the  chair  at  the  nmal 
weekly  meeting  on  Feb  7.  Mr.  Hesse  brought  a  matter 
before  the  society  which  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Parker  reported  fishing  at  Deal  in  anything  but 
pleasant  weather,  securing  fpw  fish.  Messrs.  Emery  and 
Scott  pike  fishing,  but  all  fish  ran  small ;  Mr.  Scott  one, 
8|lb.  Messrs.  Marshall  and  Emery  had  a  most  enjoyable 
outing  in  the  Lea  V-illey,  and  somewhat  surprised  our 
members  by  the  defcripii  m  of  the  animal  lit'e  met  with 
so  close  to  the  smoke  of  London.  Several  fish  were 
Becured,  largest  71b.  Mr.  Short,  at  our  waters  at  Kelveclon, 
sixteen  roach  over  lib.  each.  Several  gentlemen  gave 
their  experiennes  spinning,  live-baiting,  floods,  fn  s^s, 
and  blanks,  ih"?  last  rather  prominent  catches.  Mr. 
Emery  had  the  honour  of  showing  the  first  trout  ai  d 
salmon  of  the  Sfason.  A  gentleman  was  proposed  as  a 
member.  A  Bohemian  concert  wi)l  be  heM  on  Tuetday 
next,  a  'fine  programme  his  been  arranged,  and  is  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Gray.  Ladies  and  visitors  are  specially 
invited.  The  usual  toasts  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man concluded  the  meetiLg. 


,  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  ust7al  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Feb.  8,  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel,  J.  Wrench 
Towse,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  The  usual  fishing  reports  were 
given,  and  the  hon.  sec.  announced  that,  despite  all 
reports  to  the  contrary,  the  S  E.R.  and  L.C.D.R. 
tickets  for  members  were  available  by  either  route  on  the 
return  j'  urney. 

It  was  further  announced  that  papers  by  Messrs. 
Mincbin  ("  Lobsters,  Crabs,  aod  Shrimps  ")  and  Matthews 
("  Eambles  of  a  Sea  Angler")  would  be  given  at  . early 
date's;  ■  ' 

In  the  report  of  the  lecture  on  "  Hooks  "  by  Mr.  P.  E, 
Eldred  last  Wednesday,  Messrs.  Bartleet  and  Sons'  names 
■were  omitted  from  the  list  of  tiose  gentlemen  who  so 
kindly  lent  specimens  to  illustrate  his  paper. 

The  hon.  sec.  then  read  his  paper  on  "  Plat  Pish." 

Tha  usual  votes  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Patterson  for  his 
paper,  and  to  the  chairman,  c'o^ed  the  meeting. 

C  S.  Pattfrson  (Hon.  Sec). 

The  follo-wing  is  a  brief  abstract  of  Dr.  Patterson's  able 
paper  from  notes  taken  by  Mr.  Eldred  daring  its  delivery  : 

The  lecturer  commenced  his  paper  by  saying  thtt  all  flit 
fish  fell  into  one  or  other  of  these  two  classes,  viz.,  those 
■with  equal-sided  jaws  and  those  with  unequal-sided  jaws 
He  pointed  out  by  means  of  fresh  and  preserved  specimens 
their  structural  differences,  the  retsons  for,  and  how  these 
differences  were  brought  about,  and  the  points  of  agree- 
ment in  common  to  both  cla'ses. 

He  next  showed  that,  as  developed  from  the  egg,  flat 
fish,  in  common  with  other  fish,  swam  in  an  upright 
position  ;  but  that  while  fish  like  the  haddock,  herring,  cod, 
pollack,  &c.,  developed  their  fins  proper,  the  family  of  flat 
fishes  had  theirs  developed  to  eo  small  an  extent  as  to 
become  almost  u«el  ss.  Their  back  and  belly  fins,  how- 
ever, became  very  large,  but  by  reason  of  the  non-develop- 
ment of  the  breast  fins  the  flat  fish  lost  its  balancing 
power,  and  thus  instead  of  swimming  in  a  vertical  it 
gradually  assumed  a  horizontal  position. 

With  this  altered  change  in  its  position  he  next  showed 
that  one  of  its  eyes  was  thus  rendered  almost  useless,  and, 
as  Nature  never  makes  a  thing  without  giving  it  its  proper 
use,  it  was  shown  that  of  necessity  the  eye  must  come  to 
the  upper  side. 

He  next  took  his  audience  through  the  various  changes 
in  the  development  of  the  fish's  head,  and  the  effect  upon 
their  jaws  consequent  on  this  movement  of  the  eye  to  the 
upper  side,  and  he  pointed  out  the  differences  which  exist 
in  various  fishes  of  this  cliss. 

The  CI  1  lur  of  the  fish  was  row  taken  in  hand,  and  the 
lecturer  showed  in  a  very  skilful  and  able  manner  that 
this  colour  was  directly  due  to  the  altered  position  of  the 
eye. 

He  gave  at  some  length  the  experiments  Professor 
Agassiz  Derformed  to  prove  this.  Fish  when  young  were 
placed  in  a  glass  vessel  lighted  from  below  as  well  as  from 
above.  As  development  proceeded  the  under  part  became 
pale,  the  upper  part  dirkor  iu  colour.  They  were  now 
blinded,  aad  as  a  result  th>!  colour  development  ceased. 
;/Tfie  lecturer  here  exliibited  a  Epecimen  whi^h  was 


piebald  in  colour,  and  which  on  examination  proved  to  be 
partially  blind  in  one  eye. 

_  Equal-jawed  fishes  were,  he  said,  right-sided  and  left- 
sided,  the  chief  representative  of  the  former  class  was  the 
halibut. 

This  fish,  he  pointed  out,  sometimes  attained  a  weight 
of  1001b.  This,  he  showed,  was  the  most  fish-like  of  all 
the  flat  fish  family.  Its  chief  characteristics,  habitat, 
fooi,  and  method  of  capture  were  pointed  out,  and  its 
rapacious  proclivities  enlarged  upon. 

em  ill  specimens  were  sometimes  taken  on  the  rod  of 
the  sea  angler,  but  rarely  tish  of  any  size.  Specimens  of 
this  class  of  fi-th  were  recorded  at  Billingsgate  in  1897 
of  2521b.  and  2241b.,  but  weights  exceeding  3001b.  must 
be  looked  upon  an  more  or  less  apocryphal. 

Of  left-sided  fishes  the  most  valuable  example  was,  he 
said,  the  turbot.  The  habits,  names  by  which  known  in 
va'ions  parts  of  t'ae  country,  description,  and  localities  in 
which  found,  were  all  fully  given,  and  a  rough  and 
sure  test  for  the  buyer  of  this  fish  was  niven,  so  that  one 
might  have  turbot  instead  of  brill  at  turbot  price. 

The  brill,  he  said,  had  a  row  of  cockatoo-like  8pin°s 
extending  a  short  distance  from,  and  commeijcing  at,  its 
head;  the  spines  of  the  turbot  g  ing  much  further  along 
its  back,  and  lying  closer  to  its  skin. 

The  turbot,  the  lecturer  said,  rarely  exceeds  121b.  in 
wtight,  41b.  to  81b.  being  more  common.  Turbot  were 
rarely  caught  by  the  amateur  fisherman,  though  it  takes 
tbe  hook  readily.    It  is  a  deep  sea  feeder. 

Ho  incidentally  described  it  as  the  pheasant  of  the  sea 
on  account  of  its  "  kee{)ing "  qualitiis,  some  even 
preferring  it  "  high." 

There  was,  he  said,  much  confusion  in  the  classifica- 
tion of  unequal-jawed  fishes,  owing  to  diffeienc  s  of 
environment.  He  gave  the  flounder  as  a  typical  example 
of  this  class,  and  siowed  that  it  lives  and  flourishes  in 
both  fresh,  salt,  and  brackish  water,  being  found  as  far 
north  as  Norway,  and  as  far  south  as  the  south  of  France, 
living  in  water  varying  from  ten  to  730  fathoms. 

He  pointed  out  the  chief  differences  between  the 
flounder  and  sole,  the  flounder  having  a  larger  mouth  and 
jaws,  snout  not  protruding,  back  fin  just  above  the  eye 
teeth  present,  eyes  prominent;  those  of  the  sole  being 
deeply  pliced,  and  its  mouth  placed  farther  back  He 
next  poioted  out  the  unreliability  of  the  spot  test  for  dis- 
tinguishing the  flounder  from  the  plaice,  the  flounder 
having  being  taken  at  Leigh  both  spitted  and  unspotted. 

A  reliable  test  was  to  count  the  anal  fins.  In  the 
flounder  the  rays  were  l-'ss  than  forty-six,  in  the  plaice 
more.  Both  have  less  than  eighty-five  rays  in  the  back 
fin. 

"The  life-hif-tory,  habitat,  food,  &c.,  of  the  flounder, 
plaice,  and  sole  were  fully  gone  into,  and  much  useful 
information  given  oa  all  these  points  The  lecturer 
warned  his  listeners  that  flat  tish,  if  for  the  table,  should 
be  cleaned  immediately  upon  being  caught.  Being  gross 
feeders,  chemioal  changes  took  place  very  rapidly  in  the 
food  undergoing,  or  about  to  undergo,  digestion,  and  these 
changes  were  soon  mmifest  in  the  flesh  of  the  fish. 

The  dab,  lemon  sole,  and  many  more  examples  came 
under  the  lecturer's  notice,  and  all  were  treated  in  a 
thoroughly  scientific  and  workmanlike  manner. 

The  piper  throughout  was  capitally  illustrated  by 
diagrams,  tables,  specimens,  &a.,  and  was  delivered  in  the 
usual  masterly  style  which  is  so  familiar  to  those  who  have 
the  privilege  and  good  fortune  to  hear  the  , doctor's 
lectures.  '     '  F.  E.  Eldebd. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
The  members  of  this  society,  at  a  meeting  held  on 
Monday  (Councillor  T.  Lyne  presiding),  decide!  to  h<>ll  a 
competition  for  jack  on  Feb.  19  and  20,  for  chub  on 
Feb.  26  and  27,  and  for  roach  on  March  5  and  6.  The 
latter  prize  has  been  given  by  Dr.  Broomfield  Bateman, 
and  the  club  has  added  a  second  prize  of  10s.  6d.  The 
annual  dinner  will  be  held  on  Ma'cU  20,  and  prior  to  the 
next  meeting  (Feb.  20)  a  committee  meeting  is  to  be  held 
at  7  30  to  finish  the  ditcussion  re  the  dinner.  The  ordinary 
meeting  will  be  held  at  8  p.m.  At  Monday's  meeting  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  as  members:  Mr.  R.  O. 
Atcherley,  St.  Margaret's ;  Mr.  Evans,  of  Kingston  ;  and 
Mr.  George  Firth,  of  Kingston. 


READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  this  association  were 
held  on  Monday  at  the  headquarters,  the  Great  Western 
Hotel,  Reading,  the  president,  Mr.  Jas.  Simonds, 
occupying  the  chair  at  both  gatherings.  At  the  annual 
meeting  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Presideut, 
Mr.  James  Simonds;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Charles 
Stephens;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  J.  Herbert  Benyon, 
A.  C.  Butler,  H.  Creed,  C.  H.  Cook,  W.  Pergnson,  A. 
Hurley,  R  B.  Marston,  GI  W.  Palmer,  M.P.,  W.  W. 
Ridley,  and  W.  Senior ;  auditors,  Messrs.  H.  Creed  and 
W.  Ferguson;  committee,  Mjessrs.  W.  Bonny.  A.  H.  Bull, 
W.  Colli>is,  M.  Cundell,  W^  G  Flanagan,  W.  Hickie,  G, 
Higgs,  J.  W.  Linda-s,  T.  Mackrill,  W.  G.  Millar,  W. 
Moore,  A,  McNeil,  E  H.  Simmons,  W.  .1.  Stapley,  and 
H.  W.  Verey,  with  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  and  Dr.  Jeston  as 
representing  the  Heuley-on-Thames  Assi  elation,  and 
Messrs.  R.  Nicholson  and  H.  W.  Russell  the  Maiden- 
head, Cookham,  and  Bray  Assoc  ation ;  and  Mr. 
F.  Brown,  hon.'  secretary.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  the  annual    report   of   the    committee : 

This  the  twenty-second  annual  report  of  the  c  immittee 
to  the  subscribers  to  the  Reading  and  District  Pisho -ies 
Protfcti  )□  Association  is  briefer,  and  consequently 
of  less  interest,  than  most  of  its  predecessors.  The 
object  of  the  asjcc'.atioh  is  the  impcoveinint  of  angling 


in  the  Thames  between  Goring  and  Shiplake,  by 
the  prevention  of  illegal  practices,  by  additions  to- 
the  stock  of  fish  in  the  river  from  other  souicfs.  by 
the  rei;  ivery  of  '  stray  '  tish  from  ditches  and  backwHtere, 
&c.  Years  ago  the  first  bran  h  of  the  work  was  aiduous,.'' 
the  obj>ects  of  the  association  beine  misapprehended  by  the- 
general  public;  but  for  a  long  time  a  better  feeling  has 
prevailed,  and  prosecutions  oonsfquently  have  been  rare. 
Indeed,  the  numerous  angling  clubs  which  have  sprung  up 
in  the  district  are  proof  at  once  of  the  suco-  ss  of  the 
association  in  improving  the  fishing,  and  of  that  confidence 
in  the  aims  of  the  committee  which  practically  renders 
legal  proceedings  a  thing  of  the  pist.  Nevertheless, 
a  strict  watch  is  kept  over  the  whole  district,  not 
only  by  the  bailiffs,  but  also  by  several  members  of 
the  association  who  act  as  honorary  river  keepers. 
Unusual  diflioulty  has  been  experienced  in  procuring 
stock  fish,  but  among  the  items  to  be  rtc  irded  in  this  con- 
nection are  the  placing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  district 
in  March  of  a  consignment  of  Wycombe  trout  ('  spawners  ') 
running  from  12ia.  to  15in.  in  length,  and  the  distribution 
at  suitable  spots  in  the  district  of  4000  cray  fiah,  the 
generous  gift  of  Mr.  Henry  Lewis  Between  three  and 
four  dozen  good  carp  bream  were  kindly  given  by  Mr. 
Frederick  Groves,  from  a  private  water.  Important 
results  have  attended  the  onerous  work  of  netting  back- 
waters, ditches,  &c.,  the  recoi4  showing  that  by  this 
in'ians  there  were  restored  to  the  Thames  no  leas  than 
1  Jc  it.  of  barbel  (sixteen  of  them  weighing  over  51b  each), 
ten  tiout  between  |lb.  and  Ijlb.  each,  and  about  100  ditto 
np  to  8in  ,  about  20110  small  perch,  averaging,  4in.  to  5in., 
many  good  roach  and  chub,  some  3cwt.  of  fry  of  various 
kinds,  and  a  bushel  of  cray  fish.  Netting  operations  after 
the  late  floods  are  not  included  in  th}s  s^tement.  A 
gentleman  resident  in  the  upper  portion  of 'the  river  his 
during  the  season  turned  in  at  his  own  charge  seven  dozen 
large  Wycombe  trout.  Your  committee  are  confidently  ex- 
pecting, shortly,  a  nice  lot  of  fair  sized  Kennet  perch  and, 
roich.  A  reward  has  lately  been  paid  for  the  destruction 
of  an  otter.  A  pup,  found  alive  near  the  otter,  which  was 
shot,  has  been  serit  to  the  Zoological  Society's  girdens." 
The  annual  dinner  was,  as  uEuil,  a  very  pleasint  giitber- 
ing  The  president  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  Wj,' 
Ridley,  V.P.,  vice-chairman,  and  nearly  thirty  gentlemen"' 
sat  down.  The  toasts  were  :  "The  Qaetn.and  Other 
Members  of  the  Royal  Family";  ''  The  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  Reading,"  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  Creed, 
and  responded  to  by  the  Mayor  (Mr.  W.  G.  Wellman)  ^; 
"The  Reading  and  District  Angling  Association  and. 
Kindred  Associations,"  given  by  the  president  and 
acknowledged  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Butler,  V.P;;  "The 
Visitors,"  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  Fergueoa,"  and  replied  to  • 
by  Mr.  W.  Bowman;  "The  President,"  submitted  by 
Mr.  Ridley  ;  and  "  The  Vice-chairman,"  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bull.  Mr.  A.  Beeson  very  kindly  arranged  an  excellent . 
musical  programme,  and  also  contributed  one  of  .his,, 
admirable  ventriloquial  sketches. 


DARLINGTON  ANGLERS'  CLUB. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  oa  Tuesday  evenr- 
iug  last  at  the  King's  Head  Hotel,  when  the  balance-sheet, 
for  the  past  year  was  confirmed,  showing  a  balance  in  bank' 
of  £24  58  9d.,  an  increase  of  £6  Ss.  7d.  over  1897.  There 
was  a  full  muster  of  members  present,  and  the  election  of 
ofEcsrs  for  the  current  year  took  place,  when  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  chosen,  most  of  them  being  re-elected  : 
President,    H.    Gawan    Taylor;    vies  presidents,  Dr. 
Fothergill,  E.  M.  Turner,  H.  Robinson,  and  J.  Hender- 
sbn ;  committee,  J.  Coverdale,  C.  J.  Coleby,  J.  McDermid^ 
A.  Lascelles,  F.  Spreckly,  T.  Hutchinson,  J.  Adams,  aiidJ 
R.  V.  Stewart;  hon.  treasurer,  W.  G.  Chilton;  hon. 
secretary,  J.  F.  Smythe  ;  assistant  secretary,  P.  Hatching 
son ;   auditors,  M.   Hornby  and  H.  Miirshall.  Then 
followed  a  discussion  on  the  fishing^  rented  on  the  river/ 
Tees,  and  fresh  water  rented  on  the  river  Skerne,  and  the> 
means  to  be  adopted  to  improve  the  same  by  patting  in 
yearling  trout. 

Arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner  were  entered  into,' 
and  fixed  for  Feb.  10  at  the  King's  Head  Hotel,  when*, 
number  of  influential  gentlemen  have  promised  to  attend. 
The  satisfactory  statement  of  accounts  show  the  amount 
of  interest  the  executive  have  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the| 
club  generally.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  chaii>~ 
man,  H.  Gawan  Taylor,  Esq.,  and  the  secretaries. 

J.  F.  Smvthe. 


TEES  FISHERY  BOARD. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Tees  Fishery  Board  w» 
held  on  Friday,  Feb.  3,  at  Darlington.  Canon  Tristramii 
moved  that  the  Right  Hon.  Jas.  Lowther,  M.P.,  be  re- 
elected chairman.  The  resolution  was  carried.  Th»' 
Finance  and  Watch  Committee  was  re-electf  d,  with  snme^^ 
additions  necessitated  by  the  deaths  of  members.  The. 
Finance  and  Watch  Committee  presented  an  abstract  of, 
the  receipts  and  exoenditure  for  the  year  1898.  It  showed' 
the  receipts  to  be  £656  83.  5d.  Of  this,  all  but  between! 
£16  and  £17  was  revenue  from  the  sale  of  licenses,  andi 
these  latter  embraced  1,558  trout  licenses  at  2s.  6i.  Th»_ 
abstract  of  assets  and  liabilities  showed  that  £1820  193.  9d. 
was  due  to  the  treasurer,  a  gain  on  the  year  of  about  £80. 
The  report  of  the  Finance  atd  Watch  Committee  stated, 
regarding  the  pollution  of  the  Tees  at  Newport,  that  a 
letter  had  been  received  from  Sir  B.  Samuehou  and  Co... 
saying  they  had  found  out  the  cause  of  the  pollution,  and., 
were  taking  steps  to  abate  it.  In  the  question  of  thOj. 
Stockton  and  Middlesbrough  Water  Board's  application  tOb^ 
Parliament,  it  was  reported  that  satisfactory  terms  were, 
in  process  of  arrangement  on  behalf  of  the  b  )ard.  A« 
joint  reijort  was  presented  to  the  committee  by  the  chair-* 
man  (Canon  Tristram)   and  the  seoretary,  atating  that 


February  11,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


105 


,hey  had  visited  Stillin^ton  Beck,  and  found  that  a  very 
lerious  naieanoe  was  beini;  caufel  by  dischirges  from  the 
Stillingtnn  Ironworks  into  the  Tees.  It  was  ordered  that 
;he  attention  of  the  company  be  called  to  the  nuisance, 
ind  that  they  be  ii  f  irmed  that,  unless  steps  were  ttken  to 
prevent  a  recurrence,  proceedings  viould  b^  taken  attainst 
hem,  and  the  chairman  wa''  authorised  to  take  such 
jroceedmgs,  if  necessary.  The  rep  'rt  was  adopted. 
According  to  notice  of  motion,  Col.  Wilson  mwed  the 
ollowine  three  rf8)lutiona  : — "  For  each  and  every  single 
•od  and  line,  per  day,  2s.  6d.  ;  for  eich  and  every  sinale 
•od  and  line,  p^r  week,  10s  ;  also,  that  the  existing  scale 
)?  duty  on  tn  n"  licpng^'s  amended  by  adding  thereto 
he  following :  For  two  house  season  tickets  to  be  iisued 
)nly  to  a  re-^  dint  riparim  owner  or  resid»nt  fishery  lessee 
'or  the  use  of  any  two  of  his  guests,  and  available  only  for 
;he  water  over  which  such  rip  irian  owner  or  lessee  has 
ishery  rights— provided  that  not  more  than  two  such 
lonse  tickets  be  issued  to  any  individual  riparian  owner  or 
essee — fo  •  the  whole  season,  £1."  The  first  was  seconded 
jy  Mr.  Bainbridge,  and  carried.  The  second,  after  some 
lebate,  was  withdrawn.  The  third,  after  discussion,  was 
imended  to  read  "resident"  riparian  owner  _  or 
' resident  "  fishery  lessee,  "  guests  "  instead  of  "friends 
:emporarily  residing  with  him,"  and  the  above  addendum 
a  dashes  inserted,  and  pisssed. 


"THE  GLORIOUS  ATBARA." 

Such  was  the  late  Sir  Samu'^1  Baker's  remark  on  seeing 
the  great  river  in  full  flood  so  far  bick  as  1801. 

Now  that  civilization  has  penetrated  to  the  heart  of  the 
Soudan,  and  the  organization  of  tourist  trip<  to  Kha  toum 
are  promised  in  th'J  neir  future,  it  is  worth  wiile  to 
c ms-idwr  the  pport  t  >  be  found  in  that  region  Not  only 
are  there  lionn,  elephants,  giraffes,  hippopot-imi.  rhinocen, 
crocodil-s,  and  the  various  kind  of  deer,  but  the  Atbara 
and  its  tributaries  contain  game  fish  of  enormous  size  a'ld 
unknown  genus,  and  here  the  angler,  while  fishing 
practically  virgin  streims,  is  sure  of  glorious  sport. 

It  is  probable  that  Sir  Samuel  Baker  is  the  only  English 
sportsman  who  heis  fished  the  Atbara,  when  on  his  great 
hunting  eipediton  ;  his  outfit,  of  course,  including  a  good 
supply  of  tackle.  Pastenifg  his  winch  to  a  stout  bamboo 
rod,  with  200yds.  of  line,  and  a  treble  set  of  hooks,  he 
set  to  work.  A  natural  hole  or  well  in  the  rock  near  the 
water's  edge  was  converted  into  an  aquarium  for  live  bait 
from  half  a  pound  upwards.  From  this  Sir  Samuel 
selected  his  fish,  and  dropping  it  into  the  river  had  an 
almost  immediate  run.  Preliminary  results  were  some- 
what disappointing ;  after  a  broken  line  he  succeeded  in 
hooking  a  fish  of  only  121b.  in  weight,  of  a  species  known 
by  the  Arabs  as  the  "  bayard"  ;  it  has  a  blackish  green 


back,  with  bright  silver  belly  and  sides,  and  very  pecuUar 
back  fins.  Four  long  barbules  hang  from  the  upper  jaw, 
and  two  from  the  lower,  while  its  fl-'sb  is  excellent.  His 
first  big  catch  (not  with  >ut  further  loss  of  tackle)  had 
better  he  told  in  his  own  words  : 

"  I  once  more  hid  a  grand  rnih  and  hooked  a  big  one. 
There  were  no  r<  cks  down  stream,  all  was  fair  play  and 
clear  water,  and  away  he  went  at  racing  p^ce  straight  for 
the  middle  of  the  river.  To  check  the  pace  I  grasp*>d  the 
line  with  the  stuff  of  my  loose  trousers,  and  prefSid  it 
between  my  fingers  to  act  as  a  brak«,  and  compel  him  to 
Ubonr  for  every  y^rd  ;  but  he  pulled  like  a  horfe.  and 
nearly  cut  through  the  thick  cotton  cloth,  making  straight 
rarining  for  at  lets''.  100/ds.  with  )ut  a  halt  1  now  put 
so  severe  a  strain  ujoihim  that  my  strong  btmboo  bent 
nearly  double,  and  the  fi-h  presently  so  far  jielded  to  the 
pressure  that  I  could  enforce  his  ranning  in  half  circles 
instead  of  straight  away.  I  kept  gaining  line,  nntil  I  at 
length  bad  him  in  a  shiUow  bay,  and  after  a  great  fight, 
Bacheet  (his  servant)  tugged  to  the  shore  a  magnificent 
fish  of  upwards  of  60ib." 

This  fish  measured  3ft.  Sin.  to  the  r.X)t  of  the  tail, 
and  2Ft.  Sin.  ia  girth  of  shoulders,  while  the  head  was  Ift. 
lOin.  in  circumference.    Four  days  later  he  again  took  a 
rod,  and  fixing  a  fish  of  lib.  weight  on  a  large  single  hook 
I  had  splendid  sport.    This  cipiure  took  lOOyds.  of  line 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Bbown,  64,  George-st. 

ilnwick  — Habdt  Bbos.,  L.  &  N.  British 

Works.   

impthill. — Ed.  Whiti,  Market. 

IndOYer,  Hants.— E.  Chambkelaih. 
ishbotume. — D-  and  W.  H.  Fostbb. 
Barnstaple,  H.  Devon.— J.  Eowi,  62, 

High-street.  

Becclet  — B-  Tilnbt  A  Son.  

detfast. — J-  Braddkm-  ft  Son. 21,  Castle- 

pl&ce.  

Biggleswade.— H.  W.  Morgan,  Bridge 

Hopse  Inn.  

Binninghain. — SAnmsi.  B.  Ai-i-pobt, 

50,  Whittall-street. 
C.  BowLEK,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 
T.  Hkath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 
Ektjbbn  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 
J.  Kbeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
Jamss  Moegan,  2fi,  Aston-road. 
W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
NtTTTiNG  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street 
J.  Pow:ell,  40,  St.  Panl's-square. 
W.  H.  Etdeb  &  Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 
Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

'tishop  Anckland — w.  J.  Cttmmins. 

fishing  Elod  and  Tackle  Works. 

BlackbnriL — James  GEEGSON,Ponny-8t. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleaklet,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend.— E.  H.  Dteb,  19  &  20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gdndbt  A  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manofaotnrers. 
WniLLAU  James. 
Oboboe  Eenwat. 
W.  Ttjckeb,  Mannfaotnrer. 

Bnilth  Wells.— Septimus  Pbicb,  12, 
High-street. 
W.  B.  EoBERTS,  Anglers'  Depot. 

Burton  -  on  -  Trent.— T.  Hobni,  106, 

High-street. 

Burton,  Derbyshire.- J.  Banks,  37, 

 Spring-gardens. 

Jardiffi— E.  Kichardson,  "SUverFish," 
Bridge-street. 
William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle.— B.  Stbong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enbight  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham.— James  Ogoxn,  28,  Winch, 
comb-street. 
Ogden  a  Scottobd,  Pittville.  [Whola- 
sale  ft  Eetail.] 

Jhndleigh,  Deyon  —J.  B.  Tbukan. 

Hitheroe  — Thomas  Eobinsom,  3,  Wee- 
leyan-road.  

Darlington  —J.  F.  8mtth». 


xeter.— W.  Osbobne,  251,  High-str 
E.  p.  Peickman,  12,  North-street. 


Exmonth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terraoe.   


Fairford,  Qlos. — Samuel  Bimqi;. 
Felton  — W.  DoBSON,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth. — E.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 


Eastings. — Dowsbtt,  A.  C,  10,  York 

 Buildings.  

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22i,  Maylord-et. 
Hertford. — Simson  &  Co.,  Market-plaoe. 
Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 


Hungerford. — Fbeeman  Beos.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness. — J.  Geaham  &  Co.,  27, 

Union-street. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 


Killamey. — T.  McCarthy,  Main-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devo».— S.  Peebott, 
109,  Pore-street. 

Eingsland.  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

E.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kineston-on-Thames  — J.e.Eiohabd- 

30N,  67,  High-street. 
J.  E.  Willingham,  35,  High-street. 

Langholm. — Joe  Andbbson,  59,  High-st 

Leamington  Spa. — J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — LiNSLET  Bbos.,  10,  Commeroial- 
street. 

E.  Laurence,  43,  Park-lane. 

J.  E,  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street. 
Fbancis  M.  Walbban.  Anglers'  Supply 

Stores,  10,  Infirmary-street. 


Leicester. — E.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leybum.  Torki.- J.  F.  Lton,  Post 

Office.  

Limerick. — A.  Nestob,  George-street. 

 [Wholesale  &  Eetail.]  

Lincoln. — Andrews  &  Pabkinbon,  36, 
Melville-street. 

M.  Barnes,  1,  St.  Swithin's-square. 
J.  W.  Walkeb,  10,  Waterside. 


Derby.— T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-at. 

Dublin.— C.  Weekes  a  Co.,  26  aHz?, 
Esaez-quay.  fWholeiiale  A  Eetail.] 

2diflburgh.— Habdt  Beos.,  5^South  St. 
David-Btreot. 


Liverpool,  —  W.   Bamsbottom,  14b, 

North  John-street. 
H.  Whittt,  15,  Basnett- street. 

E.  Whittt,  14,  Tithebam-atreet. 

Llandovery,  Wales  —  Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — S.  Alloock  a  Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 
T.  Aldbed,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfbxd  a  Son,  20,  Moorgate-at.,  E.C. 

F.  Amstisb,  23,  First-st, Walton- st,  S.W. 
Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silrer-street,  Net- 
ting HiU. 

W.  Babtlbxt  ft  Sons,  11  ft  12,  Gold- 
amith-street.  Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Benbtfink  ft  Co.,  89,  90,  107  ft  108, 
Obeapside,  E.C. 


London — Contin'ued. 
J.  Bebnabd  ft  Sons,  5,  Chnroh-plaoe, 

Piccadilly. 
Letitia   J.  Brocas,  Ply    Tier,  47, 

Addison-road,  North  Holland  Park 

Avenue,  W. 
C.  J.  Beown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Caetbb  ft  Co.,  137,  St.  Jofan-Btreet- 

road,  E.C. 

E.  Dillon,  78,  Yiotoria-road,  Eentish 

Town. 

Eaton  ft  Dellsb,  6  ft  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 
C.  Faelow  ft  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
Fobeest  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's-street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 

J.  GiLLETT,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  &  Eetail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

W.  T.  Hancock  ft  Co.,  4,  Pall  Mall- 
place,  and  308,  High  Holborn. 

Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch: 
61,  Pall  Mall. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 

G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Bulmer),  62, 
Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 

HoLBBOW  ft  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 

HoLEOYD  Beos.,  59,  Graoeohuroh-street, 
E.C. 

G.  Little  ft  Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  Jamea's. 

Ogden  ft  Scotfoed,  19,  Leicester-sq. 

Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 
Corner,  S.W. 

J.  Peek  ft  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-rd.,  W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  BroadwaU,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Maetin,  8,  Seymour-street, 
Euston-sqnare. 

J.  Eichardson  (late  of  Dunhill's),  111, 
Judd-atreet,  King's  Cross,  N.W. 

Mrs.  Soweebutts,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  ft  Co., "  Silver  Trout," 

10,  Great  Qneen-atreet,  W.C. 

LostwithieL — C.  Geach,  Fancy  Eepoai- 
tory. 

William  Bboad,  Queen-street. 

UaCClesfleld. — J.  H.  Fbabn,  38,CheBter- 
gate. 

Machynlleth.  —  B.  Peabce,  Coventry 
House. 

Kanchester. — W.  Chambebs  ft  Co.,  25, 

Market-place. 
Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

12  and  14,  Moult-st.,  Cross-st. 
E.  Eamsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slatee,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  E.  Bolton, 

147,  Northumberland-street. 
Mubton.  [Wholesale  A  BelaiL] 
Thos.  Pape  27,  CoIlingwood-BtTwet. 


Newtown,  N.Wales.— Feed.W.  Cooke, 

Short  Bridge-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms.  6,  The 

Green. 

Norwich  — A.  J.  Eudd  54  London-st.  ; 

J.  J.  EioE,  16,  Wensum-street. 

Nottingham.— S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-stre«t. 

J.  Theakbe,  2,  Broad-marsh. 

W.  Wells  ft  Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Butland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Bbooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 
C.  &  E.  Beooks,  62,  Southside-street. 

Reading. — J.  Pbeey  ft  Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

iedditch. — S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  standard 

Works.       [Wholesale  only.] 
W.  Baetleet  ft  Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfebd  Bookbe  ft  Co.  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  MiLWAED  ft  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  ft  Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 

only.] 

Richmond  -  on  -  Thames  — Gaynob  a 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
EvEEAED  EiPLEY,  5,  Eing-streot. 

Richmond,  Yorks.— Chas.  Spknceb, 

Finkle-street. 
Rothbury.— W.  Matin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 

Scarborough.— s.  M.  Patbick,  5,Nortii> 

street,  Newboro'. 
Wm.  J.  Claeke,  44,  Hnntreae-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  ft  Macphebson 

62,  High-street. 
Cox  ft  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea. — B.  Evans  ft  Co.,  SwanflM 
Sporting  Dep6t,  Castle  Bailey -st. 

Taunton. — Gkoege  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford. — G.  H.  Eeynolds,  Anchor 
Conunercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Baegh,  Bndge-et. 

Torrington,  N.Devon.— J.  D.  Bastabd, 

Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.— J.  L 

Andeews,  High-street. 

Waithamstow.  —  D.  Bennett,  137, 

Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakebpkam,  9, 

Market-street. 


Tork.  — H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportaouui'i  Dapoi, 

Dft»y- irate 


1 


I 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE  [February  11,  1899 


"  It  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the  supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  Rod' 
Makers.  .  .  .  They  have  left  all  others  hopelessly  behind."— T/fE"  FIELD,  i| 

Ape  You  Interested  in  11 

SALMON  FISHING? 

If  So— The  Best  Salmon  Rods  ape 


The  "CHAMPION''  -  I7ft.  9in.,  Cane  Built,  Steel  Centre,  Weight  39oz.  £12   5  O 

-  17ft.             „        „        „          „          „      36oz.  £11    O  O 

The  "KELSON"    -    -  17ft.  6in.,  Cane  Built,  without  steel      „      46oz.  £10  15  O 

The  "  HI  REGAN ''     -  16ft„  Cane  Built,  Steel  Centre             „      36oz.  £10   O  O 

As  lower  priced  Rods— There  are  our  "^COMPOSITES,"  butt  of  which  is  Qreenheart,  with  middle 
and  tops  cane  built;  also  the  "Q.C.S."  Rods,  butt  and  middle  Qreenheart,  with  cane-built 
steel = centre  tops. 

Then  the  "ALNWICK"  Qreenheart  Rods,  which  have  all  the  high=class  fittings  and  finish 
of  our  cane-built  rods,  and  any  balance. 

"CIQT?     "RiEEIiS   Patent  "PERFECT"  Ball-bearing  Regulating  Check  and  "FIELD"  Reels,  made  in  oui 

^  w  Aw  •      Aluminium  Alloy,  are  far  in  advance  of  all  others. 

SALMON  FLIES  in  all  patterns,  or  dressed  to  pattern  by  return  post. 

THE  "MURDOCH"  SPINNING  ROD  FOR  SALMON  AND  PIKE 


— ■  ■■■ 

XT'  -  '  • 

'  '  '  ■  ■  ■  '  ■  "o-  

 NI^HI  . 

1    II    1    I.I    1  T  III 

 Si 

• 

lift.  6in.,  three-piece  cane-bnilt,  two  tops  ;  cork  handle  ;  patent  bridge  rings  ;  revolving  butt  and  end  ditto  ; 


M-^j'ffl        ^    patent  lock  joints  :  rubber  button.    Price  £5  ;  steel  centre,  .£6  ;  same  details,  in  greenheart,  £2  158. ; 

two-piece,  ditto,  £1  2s. ;  12ft.  two-piece  greenheart,  cedar  handle,  plain  joints,  snake  rings,  revolving 
^^^^      n^gbntt.  and  top  ring,  25s. 

MR.  EMERY'S  GREAT  CAST,  87yds.  2ft.  (the  World's  Record  off  the  Reel),  was  made  with  a  Cane-built,  Steel-centI 
"MURDOCH"  Pattern  "Hardy"  Rod  and  Hardy's  Patent  4in.  "SILEX"  Reel. 


LARGE  ILLDSTRATED  CATALOGDE  FREE! 

HARDY  BRi.  ALNWIGM 

London  Branch:  61,  PALL  MALL; 

MAICHESTER  BMNCH :  It  t>  14,  lOUlT  mm  :EIIINBURGIBII/UICH:t.sixiTflST.DiliD  simt 
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ont  of  the  sportsman's  hands  before  he  was  challenged,  and 
to  this  he  gave  a  splendid  reply ;  several  times  he  leapt 
from  5ft.  or  6ft.  above  the  water  and  made  tremendous 
play,  shakiDg  his  head  furiously,  darting  hither  and 
thither  with  80yds.  or  lOOyda.  of  fresh  line,  he  was  at  last 
compelled  to  yield  and  a  fifty-pounder  came  to  bank. 
This  fish,  which  is  called  by  the  natives  "  el  baggar  "  (the 
cow),  resembled  a  salmon  in  colour,  the  back  was  like  that 
of  a  perch,  with  seven  rays  ;  the  second  dorsal  fin  had 
fourteen  rays;  the  head  was  weU  shaped,  and  small  in 
proportion;  the  eyes  were  bright  red,  and  shone  like 
rubies,  and  the  teeth  were  very  small. 

Later,  this  keen  sportsman  landed  a  fifty-pounder 
known  by  the  Arabs  as  the  "  coor  "  ;  not  so  edible  as  his 
previous  captures,  but  a  determined  opponent  when 
hooked,  while  his  neit  excursion  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
two  splendid  fishi  of  401b.  and  801b.  respectively.  He 
thua  describee  his  fight  with  the  heaviest  one  : 

"  This  was  a  magnificent  fish,  and  his  strength  was  so 
great,  that  in  his  violent  rushes  he  would  take  60yds.  or 
70yds.  of  line  without  my  permission.  I  could  not  check 
bim,  as  the  line  burnt  and  cut  my  fingers  to  such  a  degree 
that  I  was  forced  to  let  it  go,  and  my  only  way  of  working 
him  was  to  project  the  butt  of  the  rod  in  the  usual 
manner ;  this  was  a  very  feeble  break  in  the  rush  of  such 
a  fish.  At  last,  after  about  half  an  hour  of  alternately 
bnUying  and  coaxing  I  got  him  into  the  shallows." 

Here  after  much  struggling  two  of  his  servants 
succeeded  in  bringing  to  shore  an  enormous  "  baggar  "  of 
801b.  weight.  A  20-pounder  caught  subsequently  he 
naturally  despised. 

Our  author  relates  many  other  stirring  fishing  ventures, 
but  we  have  quoted  enough  to  show  even  to  those  who 
have  fished  the  Volga  for  sturgeon  of  well  nigh  fabulous 
size,  or  taken  the  giant  tarpon  in  the  rivers  of  Florida, 
there  remains  yet  this  river,  whose  inhabitants  may  yield 
up  their  lives  to  the  angler  amid  surroundings  less  wild 
but  scarcely  less  fascinating  than  those  enjoyed  by  this 
pioneer  of  ^-round  sport. — County  Gentleman  . 


from  ti)e  Boxtt). 


The  prospects  for  the  opening  of  the  salmon  angling 
season  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Ness,  and  bulk  of 
Scotch  waters  are  not  of  the  brightest,  unless  a  favourable 
turn  in  the  weather  takes  place  soon.  The  streams  are 
literally  frozen  up  up  country,  and  at  the  best  the  rivers 
will  be  crowded  with  ice.   


There  are  few  fish  in  the  lower  pools  of  the  Dee,  but 
the  middle  and  upper  waters  should  fish  well  with  fresh 
weather.  A  splendid  run  of  early  spring  salmon  was  noted 
running  the  Dee  early  in  January,  and  these  have  lately 
been  seen  in  the  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Aboyne,  and  Ballater 
waters.  There  is  a  cartainty  of  sport  at  Braemar  by  the 
end  of  the  month  at  latest. 


Sir  John  Gladstone,  Bart.,  of  Fasque,  has  the  first  two 
months  of  the  Wooden  and  Commonty  waters,  in  addition 
to  the  Upper  Blackball  section,  which  he  has  now  so 
succesfuUy  fished  during  the  last  two  years.  If  Sir  John 
did  not  make  the  record  score  on  the  opening  months  he 
was  very  near  it.  If  I  mistake  not,  he  had  some  200  fish 
to  his  own  rod  last  spring. 


Very  few  spring  fish  have  been  seen  on  the  east  coast 
since  the  advent  of  the  new  year  till  lately,  when  they 
again  began  to  put  in  an  appearance.  The  watchers  know 
by  the  leaping  and  splashing  when  the  fish  are  about,  and 
it  was  only  the  other  night  that  the  welcome  sounds  were 
again  heard ,  particularly  on  the  Nigg  and  stations  south 
of  Aberdeen.  Since  then  the  signs  have  been  steadily  on 
the  increase.   


The  fry  in  the  Drum  hatchery  are  beginning  to  hatch 
out,  and  the  first  hatchings  were  observed  just  ninety 
days  after  the  ova  were  deposited  in  the  boxes.  The 
temperature  has  been  kept  at  an  average  of  45  degrees, 
and  this  and  the  fine  open  winter  generally  accounts  for 
the  early  hatching — some  five  days  in  advance  of  the 
normal  time.   


The  Drum  hatchery  can  accommodate  some  million  and 
I  quarter  eggs  on  the  grills  and  boxes;  but  Mr.  Duncan, 
ialmon  fishery  inspector,  has  found  from  experience  that 
it  is  better  in  the  end  to  nave  the  boxes  and  grills  sparsely 
JUed  than  overstocked,  and  so  he  has  for  one  or  two  years 
imited  himself  to  a  million  eggs  instead  of  the  full  com- 
plement, and  his  hatchings  out  have  been  attended  with 
eae  loss  than  when  overcrowded. 


A  spell  of  hard  weather  just  now  will  be  very  fatal  to 
;he-young  fry  just  leaving  the  eggs,  i.e.  after  their  kind  ; 
ant  fortunately  the  bulk  of  the  natural  deposits  will  not 
oe  ripe  yet  for  some  considerably  time.  It  is  the  spell  of 
'jard  spring  frosts  we  had  four  years  ago  which  is  chiefly 
olamed  for  the  scarcity  of  young  salmon  now  being 
Jiperienced.   


A  good  few  heavy  fish  are  being  got  on  Loch  Tay._  On 
;he  Lochay  water,  on  Friday  last,  Mr.  Russell,  Paisley, 
billed  a  fine  fish  of  'Zilh.  Mr.  Geen,  the  famous  spinner, 
^  also  having  fairly  good  sport  on  the  Lyon. 


■  At  a  largely  attended  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fort 
WiDlam,  Inverness  under  the  presidency  of  Provost  Tonng, 
;he  scheme  of  the  Highland  Water  Power  was  highly 
ipproved  of  as  likely  to  bring  grist  to  the  highland's  mill. 


in  the  shape  of  opening  up  a  new  field  of  labour.  The 
chairman  said  the  taking  of  water  from  Looh  Brricht 
would  not  effect  the  supply  of  water  to  the  Tay.  More 
than  a  bucketful  from  Looh  Ness  would  affect  the  Ness. 


"  The  season  opens  on  the  Don,"  says  my  Kintore 
correspondent,  "on  the  11th  inst.,  and  already  rods  and 
tackle  are  being  overhauled  for  the  occasion.  Those  who 
know  predict  a  very  successful  season."  It  is  earnestly  to 
be  hoped  so.  The  Burgh  Kintore  water  may  be  fished  for 
Is.  6d.  a  day  or  Ss.  6d.  per  week  for  salmon,  trout,  and 
finnock,  when  they  can  be  got. 

There  comes  to  me  as  I  write  excellent  accounts  of  the 
prospects  on  the  Ness  and  Loch  Ness,  where  there  has 
been  an  early  and  prolific  run  of  salmon.  Anglers  residing 
in  any  of  the  numerous  hotels  on  the  loch  side,  may  have 
free  fishing  there.   

The  Garry  is  one  of  the  best  early  Scotch  salmon  rivers 
for  large  fish  in  the  very  early  months. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iptovincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  fuUy  attended  meeting  oF  the  committee  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters on  the  2nd  inst.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  In  opening  the 
meeting  the  president  complimented  the  members  upon 
their  election  to  ofiice,  and  said  he  hoped  the  same  unity 
would  exist  during  the  present  year  as  in  the  past.  The 
minutes  of  the  committee  meeting,  held  Jan.-S,  were  read 
and  adopted.  A  letter  was  read  by  the  secretary,  in 
which  the  Princess  of  Wales  Club  again  applied  for  afiilia- 
tion.  The  application  was  referred  to  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  C.  White,  the  general  secretaryj  brought 
before  the  notice  of  the  meeting  the  advisability  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  having  special  credential  cards 
signed  by  himself  and  the  president,  the  idea  of  this  being 
that  the  ticket  can  be  shown  any  time  as  an  authority  to 
railway  officials,  landowners,  and  others,  when  occasions 
may  require.  The  suggestion  was  unanimously  adopted. 
The  Queen's  Head  and  West  Bromwich  clubs  were  each 
fined  6s.  for  not  sending  repregentatives  to  three  consecutive 
meetings  of  the  association.  Messrs.  Rabone,  Hughes, 
Holding,  Bagley,  Foster,  and  Gumbley  were  appointed  on 
the  visiting  committee.  A  question  was  raised  by  a 
member  of  the  Good  Intent  Society  re  an  arbitration 
committee  being  appointed,  but  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  next  committee  meeting  for  future  consideration. 
The  question  of  the  advisability  of  the  association  renting 
private  water  on  the  Avon,  in  the  Defford  district,  will 
also  be  considered  at  the  next  committee  meeting.  The 
date  of  the  association  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for 
March  11  next,  the  arrangements'  for  which  were  left  in 
the  sub-committee's  hands.  A  committee  meeting  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  Draw- 
bridge Hotel,  Bristol,  on  Saturday  last,  Feb.  4.  Mr.  T. 
Coles,  of  Birmingham,  presided ;  and  Mr.  R.  Wingfield, 
of  Worcester,  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost,  of  Bristol,  occupied  the 
vice-chairs.  All  members  were  present.  The  minutes  of  the 
railway  sub-committee  meeting,  held  on  Nov,  12  last,  were 
read,  when  they  were  adopted  ;  the  minute  relating  to  the 
wives  of  members  enjoying  the  privilege  of  travelling  at 
the  reduced  fare  was  ordered  to  be  continued.  The 
secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  cheque  to  Mr.  B. 
Moore,  solicitor,  in  payment  for  defending  certain  prosecu- 
tions instituted  by  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  and  others 
for  fishing  the  Severn  for  coarse  fish  without  a  trout 
licence.  The  expulsion  of  a  member  of  the  Bristol  Associa- 
tion for  lending  his  travelling  card  for  an  indefinite  period 
was  approved  of.  A  member  of  the  Kidderminster  Associa- 
tion was  also  expelled  for  making  false  statements  against 
the  leading  officers  of  that  aBsociation.  The  balance  sheet 
and  auditors'  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31  last  was 
in  every  way  satisfactory,  the  amount  laying  in  the  bank 
to  the  credit  of  the  association,  after  all  liabilities  had  been 
paid,  amounted  to  £97  78.  2d. ;  to  this  sum  is  to  be  added 
the  entrance  fees  of  four  new  branches,  bringing  up  the 
total  to  £101  lis.  2d.  The  balance  sheet  and  auditors'  report 
was  received  and  adopted.  The  auditors'  fees  were  raised 
to  10a.  per  audit,  owing  to  great  increase  of  members, 
which  now  amounted  to  9000.  Messrs.  Coles,  White, 
Dance,  and  Miller  were  again  elected  on  the  eub-committee. 
Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfield  gave  in  their  rep  jrt  of  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  spoke 
upon  certain  proposed  new  bye-laws,  which  the  committee 
decided  to  prevent  coming  law.  With  this  in  view,  it 
was  resolved  to  send  Messrs.  Coles,  Sadler,  and  Wingfield 
as  a  deputation  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  if  necessity  arises, 
to  oppose  the  proposed  bye-laws  being  made  absolute. 
The  committee  tendered  their  thanks  to  Messrs.  Coles  and 
Wingfield  for  their  services.  It  was  resolved  to  present 
the  proposed  testimoaial  to  Mr.  T.  Coles  on  the  occasion 
of  the  next  committee  meeting  at  Kidderminster,  the 
presentation  to  be  made  by  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  of 
Worcester.  Four  new  clubs  were  accepted.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Bristol  Association  for  the  manner  in  which 
the  committee  had  been  entertained,  and  also  to  the 
president  for  conducting  the  meeting  were  passed,  after 
which  the  meeting  came  to  a  close.  Netting  operations 
are  going  on  largely  in  the  Stourport  district,  all  fish 
being  taken  that  come  to  the  net.  The  water  bailiff  has 
been  dismissed  bythe  SBvem  Fishery  Board  for  this  part 
of  the  river.  On  Sunday,  Jan.  29  last,  the  nettirs  brought 
to  the  bank  the  body  of  a  young  woman  from  the  rivSr 
below  Limcomb  Weir. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

In  some  parts  of  the  Fen  district  there  was  a  tremendous 
downpour  of  rain  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  as  the 
rivers  have  since  been  in  a  state  of  flood,  angling  arrange- 
ments have  been  again  upsijt.  Specially  was  this  the  case 
on  the  Forty-fwt,  where,  prior  to  the  rainfall,  snbscribirs 
had  been  ><«ttiDg  capital  h port  amongst  pike.  On  Satur- 
day two  rods  accounted  for  four  and  a  half  brace  of  fish, 
weighing  in  the  aggregate  .34Jlb.  The  same  two  sportsmen 
on  Monday  secured  five  brace,  averaging  about  ?>'Hh.  each, 
the  best  going  up  to  7ilb.  Roach  fishermen  have  been 
most  successful  on  the  Witham,  and  at  most  of  the  river- 
side stations  between  Lincoln  and  Boston  quite  a  number 
of  rods  were  at  work  during  the  fine  weather.  The  drains 
in  the  Boston  district  have  been  principally  fished  f«r 
roach,  and  so  has  the  Glen  at  Surfleet.  In  some  cases  the 
bags  have  weighed  up  to  131b.  and  141b.  per  rod.  On  the 
Welland,  in  the  Deeping  district,  sportsmen  have  mostly 
been  in  quest  of  pike. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT.   

Several  good  catches  of  roach  were  shown  at  the 
different  anglers'  rendezvous  in  the  city  during  the  early 
part  of  last  week  from  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull, 
many  of  the  fish  scaling  from  ^Ib.  to  over  lib.  each  ;  and 
amongst  others  Mr.  A.  Marshall,  of  the  Victoria  Angling 
Society,  had  one  of  lib.  3oz.,  also  a  dace  of  8Joz. ;  and 
Mr.  A  Finlay,  of  the  Sheffield  Arms  A.S.,  a  roach  of  lib. 
3|oz. ;  but  since  Wednesday  the  weather  has  been  so 
wintery  in  this  district  that  little  has  been  done  in  this 
class  of  angling,  and  worm  fishing  for  flounders  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  river  received  a  certain  check ;  but  at 
the  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  much  milder,  so  there 
is  a  better  prospect  of  sport.  Pike  fishing  has  been 
pursued  with  a  fair  amount  of  success,  both  on  the  Market 
Weighton  canal  and  the  river  Ancholme,  and  odd  fish 
have  been  met  with  in  the  upper  water  of  the  river 
Hull ;  but  the  best  fish  reported  so  far  this  year  is  one  of 
about  151b.,  caught  one  day  last  week  by  Mr.  W.  Learie,  of 
the  Zoological  Hotel,  in  the  river  near  to  Swing  Bridge  ; 
a  friend  of  his,  Mr.  J.  Thorpe,  taking  one  on  the  same  day 
of  about  41b.  weight.  The  committee  appointed  by 
the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  to  net  the 
Stoneferry  Reservoir  and  transfer  the  fish  to  the  river 
Hull,  have  decided,  weather  permitting,  to  commence 
operations  to-day  (Saturday).  The  anglers'  privilege 
tickets  in  connection  with  the  Hull  Amalgamation  are 
now  being  issued,  and  members  can  have  them  on  applica- 
tion to  the  financial  secretary,  Mr.  C.  H.  Haddenby,  at 
the  headquarters,  the  Queen's  Hotel.  On  March  11,  both 
the  Bowling  Green  and  the  Brunswick  Angling  Societies 
wUl  open  their  season  at  Weelferry,  on  the  river  Hull. 
At  the  February  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  Amalgama- 
tion several  applications  from  the  affiliated  clubs  to  fish 
their  matches  on  the  Holderness  drains  were  granted, 
and  the  Central  Hull  Angling  Society  was  affiliated 
to  the  association.  On  Feb.  17  the  East  Hull  Brass 
Band  A.S.  hold  their  annual  soiree  and  ball ; 
and,  on  the  24th,  the  Bowling  Green  A.S.  have  their 
annual  dinner  at  headquarters.  Another  new  angling 
society  is  being  formed  in  the  city,  at  the  White  Swan 
Hotel,  in  Wincolmbe ;  Mr.  J.  Simmonds  is  the  secretary  pro 
tern.  On  Tuesday  last  (Jan.  31),  under  the  joint  auspices  of 
the  Hull  and  Grimsby  Pishing  Vessel  Owners'  Association, 
a  representative  conference  was  held  at  the  HuU  Town 
Hall,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Heneage  presiding,  being 
supported  by  a  large  and  influential  gathering  of  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  fishing  industry  of  HuU,  Grimsby, 
Aberdeen,  North  Shields,  Boston,  Sunderland,  and  Scar- 
borough, when  resolutions  were  passed  relative  to  the 
alteration  of  the  rule  of  the  road  at  sea,  and  the  much 
vexed  question  of  closing  the  waters  of  the  Moray  Firth  to 
British  trawlers.  Those  attending  the  conference  after- 
wards dined  together  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Mr.  Charles 
Hilljer,  of  Hull,  presiding.  On  Monday  evening  a  most 
enthusiastic  and  large  gathering  of  anglers  assembled  at 
the  Central  Hall,  in  Pryme-street,  to  celebrate  the  annual 
soiree  and  ball  of  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society.  The  room  was  tastefully  decorated  with  anglers' 
paraphernalia,  and  not  the  least  attraction  of  the  evening 
was  a  grand  display  of  cases  of  specimen  fish,  lent  for  the 
occasion  by  angling  clubs  in  the  city.  The  affair  will  no 
doubt  again  assist  to  augment  the  funds  of  this  useful 
society. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
With  the  approach  of  the  open  season  anglers,  and 
others  interested  in  fish  and  fishing,  are  prepiring  for  the 
advent.  There  is  the  usual  putting  together  and  testing 
of  rods,  iy  books  and  tackle  are  being  overhauled,  and 
there  is,  with  some  at  any  rate,  a  gemeral  spirit  of  putting 
the  house  in  order.  Amongst  the  last  named  class  it  is  to 
be  hoped  the  Derwent  Fishery  Board  may  soon  be  found. 
The  board's  finances,  and  also  its  reputation,  are  not  in 
an  enviable  condition,  and  a  vigorous  effort  should  be 
made  to  improve  both.  This  can  best  be  done  by  a  return 
to  a  broader  policy,  instead  of  the  present  prohibitive 
system  of  issuing  licences.  The  doubling  of  the  price  of 
tickets  has  told  upon  the  funds  of  the  bjard,  many  anglers 
being  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  lOs.  for  that  wnich 
formerly  cost  them  only  five  ;  others  again  have  refrained 
from  taking  out  a  licence  as  a  protest  against  the  Board's 
action.  The  result  is  that  a  Umited  income  has  placed 
the  board  in  difficulties,  and  unsavoury  repute  among  a 
certain  class,  a  class,  too,  that  they  will  do  unwisely  to 
further  ignore.  There  are  also  other  matters— notably 
the  supply  and  protection  of  fish — that  should  receive  care- 
ful consideration.  The  brief  spell  of  beautiful  wintery 
weather  enjoyed  during  the  past  fortnight  seems  to  have 
come  to  an  end,  judging  from  appearances  at  the  time  of 
writing,  but  we  know  the  danger  of  prophesying  and  shall 
refrain.  Suffice  it  that  heavy  showers  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  have  had  the  effect  of  clearing  away  the  ice 
and  snow. 
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AlXrC3-ll,BI=tS'  HOTELS,  IFISIill^TG-    QXTARTERS,  &;C. 


ROSSES  WHITE  AMD  BROWN  TROUT 
FISHERY. 

CroUv  anfl  loujhanure  Salmon  Fishery. 

ohtainei  »  loise  of  above  exmll-nt 
SA''jMON  fishery,  and  thn  sole  rights 
of  flshine;,  anglirs  cin  fl'h  tha  Cnllr  and 

Lo-nghtnare.  S  ilflndid  so.timn  and  Hern  tnut 
fishirg  can  bn  had  on  the  Cr<llv  and  Owenatirr 
rive's  as  well  as  on  Loii7hanur'>  lalie.  thren  milflR 
in  IflDgth,  and  three  milea  f  om  Dunploe.  Ther» 
are  over  ion  lakes  in  the  Bosses  Fishery  a'one,  with 
abiut  twenty  hoits  ind  first  f.tiss  siilUes.  Sea 
trout  run  to  filh.  and  browo  trou>  to  41h  Large 
numbers  of  Lo-h  Leven  and  B  iinbow  trout  turned 
out  of  hatchery  every  season.  Dungloo,  in  the 
Highlands  of  Donegal,  is  centre  of  fishery,  ten 
miles  from  Fintown  railwav  station  (Donegal 
Ba'lway  Company).  Beat  fishing  lakes  within 
easv  reach  of  the  three  hotels  in  Dungloe,  where 
excellent  aecoTimodatio  \  can  be  had.  Travellers 
can  leave  London  at  8  80  p.m.  and  reach  Dungloe 
at  three  o'clock  next  day.  Mail  and  day  ei,r  to 
and  from  Fintown  stvt'on.  Good  sea  fishing, 
rock  pigeon  and  seal  shooting.  Telegraph  olBce, 
bank,  post  olHce,  <Sco.  Fishing  terms :  Bosses 
Fishery,  April  I  to  June  30,  2s.  6d.  daily;  12s.  6d. 
weekly;  30s.  monthly.  July  1  to  Oct.  31,  Ss.  6d. 
daily;  16s.  weekly;  40s.  monthly.  CroHy  and 
Loughannre,  March  1  to  Oct.  31,53.  daily;  208. 
weekly;  SOs.  monthly;  and  5s,  per  day  man  and 
boat,  which  holds  two  anglers.  All  information 
can  be  had  from 

s.  haitxiOH'.  C.F.S., 

Manager  and  Salmon  Licence  Distributor. 


HANLON'S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

S.  HANLON, 

Manager  of  Rosses  Fishery. 

SHANNON  Sc  LOUGH  DERO, 

kiIjIiAIjOi:,  tkelabtd. 

08T  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

Grilse,  and  Trout  Fiahtng  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station :  also  as  to 
'  ooommodatlon  and  board  In  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Sootland,  on  application  to  S,  J.  Hdhley.  Killaloe, 
Co.  Clare.  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Dralce  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May.  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  in  thousands. 
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FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GLENIiTOXr,  FEBTHSHIKE. 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch.  Tay. 

This  new  First-class  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Qlenlyon.  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  fishing  on  the  River 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  15.  Trout  fishing  free.  Posting. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office  two  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  MACPHAIL,  Proprietor. 


I   ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGART  (Co.  DONEGAL). 

THIS  Hotel,  built  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim,  is  situated  on  the  BossguU  Peninsula, 
midway  between  Sh'^fphaven  and  Mulroy  Bay.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  the  above  H  itel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing,  and 
public  rooms.  Salmon  fishing  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Oweucarrow  and  Lackagh  Bivers,  is 
free  to  Hotel  visitors  from  Feb.  15  to  end  of  July.  Silm  ^n  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel.  Free 
access  to  numerous  laites  and  rivers  on  the  estate  for  white  and  brown  trout  fishing.  No 
charge  for  boats.  Excellent  sea  bathing.  Golf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circuit  of  3J  miles,  encircle 
the  Hotel.    For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager. 

LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Splendid  trout  fishing  in  the  lake  and  rivers;  fish  average 
fib.,  and  give  grand  sport.  Easy  of  access.  Every  comfort 
and  luxury  provided  in  the  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady 
boatmen.  Splendid  cycle  track  (twelve  miles).  Bracing 
climate,  and  magnificent  scenery.  Season  begins  on 
March  1.  First-class  Grouse  Moors  and  Rough  Shootings 
to  Let.    Railway  station,  Llanfyllin. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address :  "  LAKE  YYRNWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY." 


WARDLE,   near    ROCHDALE,  LANCASHIRE. 

TROUT  FOR  STOCKING. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings  and  Two-year-olds,  Fario,  Levenensis,  and  Irideus. 
Write  for  Price  List.  MOORSIDB  FISHERY  CO. 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISET,  Killin  Hotel. 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-decorated  and  most  Comjortablv  Re-furnished 
througfwut.    Electric  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
overlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  tree 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Tront  Fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate.  S.  TTLSTON,  Proprietor 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX 

Local  Headquarters  of  Britisli  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  accommo- 
dation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen  visiting 
Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Commercial  purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD 

(Agent  B.S.A.8.),  Proprietor. 
Boats  and  men  engaged  on  receipt  ofwireorletter. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  Kingshridge,  8.  Devon. 
r;iOLF,  GAME  and  RABBIT  SHOOT- 
^  ING,  SEA  FISHING.  Fishing  for 
Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and  Rudd.  Billiards 
and  Tennis.  Dark  Room  for  Photography. 
Five  Coaches  leave  the  Hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL,i 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

TWENTY  MILES  of  FBEE  FISHING  on  th 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmout! 
i.nd  other  gentle  men  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  DatI 
to  hotel  guests  only.  ■  Bivers  recently  re-stocked 
Moderate  inclnsive  tariff. 

E.  POBTMAN  MABSHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  Marcd  1. 


GOOD  FREE 

PIKE  and  GENERAL  FlSHINfi' 

EVEEY  ACCOMMODATION.  HOME  COM- 
FOErS.  Baits  and  all  requirements.  Punts  free 
to  visitors.  Moderate  charges.  Wire  or  write: 

FERRYBOAT  InN, 

HOLYWELL  FEBBY,  HUNTS. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.  W.  Main  Line). 

B BIGHT  bracing  climate;  no  east  wind. 
Trout  fishing ;  rivers  and  lakes  open  Feb.  1, 
Snipe,  Duck,  Wildfowl,  and  Babbit  Shooting 
till  March  Ist,  excellent  sport  in  dry  and  frosty 
weather  Capital  Golf  Links  surround  hotel, 
and  adjoin  sea  coast.  Furnished  apartments  in 
Private  House  for  a  large  family.  Moderate 
inclusive  terms.    Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTB  ELL. 


Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 

Commencing  :  Salmon,  February  ; 
Trout,  March. 


Gentlemen  staying  at  the 

FORTH  HOTEL, 

Llandyssil,  South  Wales. 

Have  two  and  a  haM  miles  of  the  Teifi 
for  Salmon  and  Tront ;  large ;  fishing 
strictly  reserved.  Also  about  ten  miles 
of  other  trout  fishing  can  be  had  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

Splendid  scenery.  Fourteen  miles  from 
the  sea.  Vide,  "  Across  England  in  a 
Dogcart,"  pp.  280. 

A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


THE  CARNARVON  ARMS 

TROUT  FISHING. 

"PIVE  MILES  in  Bivers  Exe  and  Barle  ; 

tree  to  visitors  staying ;  opens  on 
Feb.  14.  Five  hours  from  London. — Car- 
narvon Arms  Hotel,  Dnlverton  Station 
(G.W.E.). 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY'S  NEW  BOOKS 


BIOGRAPHY  AND  HISTORY. 


LIFE  OF  VICE-ADMIRAL  LORD  LYONS,  G.C.B.  With  an 

Account  of  Naval  Operations  in  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Sea  of  AzofP,  1854-5.  By 
Capt.  S.  Eardley-Wilmot,  R  N.  (retired).  Author  of  "  The  Development  of 
Navies,"  "  The  Bril-ish  Navy,"  &c.  With  Maps,  Portraits,  and  other  lUustrations. 
1  vol.  royal  Svo.  cloth,  One  Guinea. 

CATHERINE  GLADSTONE:  THE  LIFE,  GOOD  WORKS, 

AND  POLITICAL  EFFORTS  OP.    By  Edwin  A.  Pbatt,  Author  of  "  Pioneer 
Women  in  Victoria's  Reign."    With  Photogravure  Portraits  and  other  Illustra- 
tions.   Crown  Svo.  Cs. 
*»*  Lady  Frederick  Cavendish  has,  on  behalf  of  the  family,  revised  the  proofs  of  the  above  work. 

LIFE  OF  W.  E.  GLADSTONE.    By  G.  W.  E.  Eussell  (late 

M.P.)  Fourth  Edition,  Revised,  and  with  an  Additional  Chapter,  bringing  the 
Life  down  to  its  close.  ("Queen's  Prime  Ministers  Series.")  Crown  Svo.  with 
splendid  Photogravure  Portrait,  cloth  extra,  .3s.  6d. 

The  best  biography  of  Gladstone  that  at  present  exists." — /)at7j/  Chronicle. 

THE  FOUNDING  OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA.    As  recorded 

in  the  Journals  of  Mr.  Robkrt  Gougeb,  First  Colonial  Secretary.  Edited  by 
Edwin  Hodd»:e,  Author  of  "  A  History  of  South  Australia,"  &c.  Crown  Svo.  6s. 

THE  ROMANCE  OF  A  REGIMENT.  The  Giant  Grenadiers 
of  Potsdam,  171.'5— 1740.  By  J.  R.  HuTCUiNsoN,  B.A.  With  Coloured 
Frontispiece,  Cs. 

"  As  entertaining,  witty,  and  spirited  a  book  as  one  could  wish  to  T6S.A."—PaJt  Mall  Qazette. 
"Mr.  lIutfhinsonB  entertaining  account  of  one  of  the  strangest  forms  of  lunacy  which  ever 
dominated  the  mind  of  a  king  is  readable  to  the  last  page." — Daily  News. 
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Vols.  I.,  II.,  and  III.  now  ready.    Royal  Svo.  700  pp.  25s.  net  each. 
Vol.  III.  contains  a  long  contribution  by  Captain  A.  T.  Mahan. 

THE  ROYAL  NAVY  FROM  THE  EARLIEST  TIME 

TO  THE  PRESENT.   By  Wm.  Laird  Clowes.   Each  volume  will  be  complete' 
in  itself,  with  an  Index,  and  orders  will  be  taken  either  for  Sets  or  for.separate 
Volumes.    In  five  handsome  royal  Svo.  vols.   25s.  each  net. 
The  Contributors. — The  present  work,  in  the  preparation  of  which  Mr.  Laird  Clowes  Is 

being  assisted  by  Sir  GLBMENT.-i  Markham,  K.C.B.,  P.K.G  S.;  Captain  A.  T.  Mahan,  U.S.N. ;  Mr. 

H.  W.  Wilson,  Author  of  "Ironclads  in  Action";    Mr.  Thbodorb  Eoosevelt,  Mr.  Caeb 

Lauqhton,  and  many  other  competent  writers,  aims  at  being  a  trustworthy  and,  so  far  as  space 

allows,  a  complete  history,  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  present. 

The  first  volume  of  the  history  brings  the  narrative  to  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  seeond 

to  the  year  1714,  and  the  third  to  179.3.    it  is  hoped  that  Vol.  IV.,  bringing  the_history  down  to  1815, 

will  be  ready  early  in  1S99,  and  the  final  volume  in  May. 

IRONCLADS  IN  ACTION.    By  H.  W.  Wilson.    With  Intro- 
duction by  Captain  A.  T.  Mahan ;  and  a  Chapter  on  the  American  Navy.  Sixth 
Edition.    Fully  Illustrated.    2  vols.  Svo.  SOs. 
•'In  a  word,  the  work  is  worthy  of  the  subject— the  most  important  subject,  as  we  think,  which 
can  command  the  attention  of  Englishmen,  for  it  involves  no  less  than  national  safety  and  national 
life." — Daily  Chronicle, 

MALABOCH :  or,  Notes  from  my  Diary  on  the  Boer  Campaign  of 
1894  against  the  Chief  Malabooh  of  Blaauwberg,  District  Zoutpansburg,  S.A.R,, 
to  which  is  appended  a  Synopsis  of  the  Johannesburg  Crisis  of  1896.  By  the 
Rev.  Colin  Rae,  late  Chaplain  to  the  Malabooh  Forces,  With  Map  and 
Illustrations.    Demy  Svo.,  cloth,  143. 
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FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Word  is  to  hand  of  the  capture  of  a  splendid  roach, 
oalini?  21b.  4oz.  6drs.,  caught  by  a  Warrington  angler, 
kir.  W.  Hamblett,  whilst  fishing  the  river  Gowy,  at  Mickle 
frafford,  on  Feb.  5.  This  spi  cimen  is  now  in  the 
lands  of  the  taii  lermist.  The  Warrington  Anglers' 
\.8BOciation,  of  which  the  above  gentleman  is  a  member,  is 
iteadily  increasing,  and  at  the  recent  monthly  business 
neeting  nine  new  members  wcra  enrolled.  The  County 
r"alatine  Angling  Association  are  still  very  busy  with 
.tockine  operations.  On  Saturday  last  a  number  of 
iplendid  roach  and  other  fish  were  transferred  with  very 
ittle  loss  to  the  Peak  Forest  Canal.  One  of  the  many 
ilnbs  who  have  recently  affiliated  themselves  to  this 
issooiation  is  the  Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  ;  mem- 
Deiihip  already  about  twenty  strong.  The  St.  Helen's 
^.Dglers  will  be  busy  at  headquarters  on  the  16th — 
IB  important  event  in  the  form  of  a  knife  and 
■'ork  tea  is  down  for  decision.  The  evening  will  be  spent 
n  the  usual  way,  harmony,  &c.,  and  a  good  time  is 
(ipected.  The  prospects  of  the  Gorton  Angling  Society 
ire  very  bright,  and  the  coming  season  promise?  to  be 
)ven  more  successful  than  was  the  last  one.  Several 
racancies  exist,  and  any  anglers  wishing  to  join  should 
lommunicate  with  the  secretary.  Mr.  G.  W.  Boothrojd, 
),  Bowness-street,  Higher  Openshaw,  who  will  willingly 
iirnish  particulars  of  entrance,  &c.  The  executive  is  as 
'ollows :  President,  Mr.  T.  Stanton ;  treasurer,  Mr.  F. 
Sufus;  committee,  Messrs.  J.  J.  Kay,  W.  Watson,  and  C. 
Sodson.  It  is  no  disappointment  to  our  trout  fishers  to 
lear  that  there  is  every  prospect  of  early  sport.  Many  of 
hese  fish  are  now  in  good  condition,  and  the  mild 
veather,_  combined  with  abundance  of  water  in  the 
piiogs,  is  greatly  enhancing  prospects. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Some  few  days  ago  the  Moss  Side  Socials  were  on  the 
var-path,  not  stocking  this  time,  but  removing  head- 
[uarters  from  the  Marlborough  Hotel,  Moss-lane,  Hulme, 
o  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Bradshaw-street,  Moss  Side. 
The  first  meeting  at  these  new  headquarters  will  be  held 
m  Monday  ne~t,  Feb.  1-3,  when  important  business  will  be 
lown  for  disposal.  Thursday  last,  9th  inst.,  saw  these 
oily  anglers  doing  justice  to  a  good  repast  at  an  evening 
lonr  at  a  Manchester  restaurant.  A  club  rapidly  getting 
nto  order  for  the  coming  season  is  the  Old  Standird 
Vngling  Society.  At  their  last  meeting  several  new 
nembers  were  enrolled,  and  prospects  of  more  to  follow, 
rhe  members  are  summoned  for  a  business  meeting  on  the 
-3th.  The  Victoria  Angling  Society  recently  held  an 
mportant  business  meeting  at  headquarters,  when  a 
omewhat  lengthy  agenda  was  got  through.  Members 
lontinue  to  be  enrolled,  and  the  coming  season's  pro- 
;ramme  is  to  be  commenced  with  a  contest  and  smoking 
oncert.  Their  private  waters  are  not  productive  of  much 
port,  but  better  results  are  anticipated.  March  11  will 
ee  this  society  fishing  for  prizes  left  over  from  a  previous 
ontest  and  one  offered  recently  by  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts.  A 
enture  of  an  educational  character  is  on  foot  at  the 
leadqnarters  of  the  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society.  Every 
Qonth  lantern  exhibitions  are  to  be  given  ;  the  scenes  will 
le  from  photographs  of  favourite  angling  resorts.  The 
irst  of  these  meetings  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening 
leit,  14-h  Mr.  E.  J.  Wardleworth  has  kindly  consented 
0  op'»rate.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  society  on  the 
th  a  deputation  of  officiils  of  the  Couoty  Palatine  Aaso- 
iation  attended,  the  ultimate  issue  of  which  visit  was  the 
ffiliation  of  the  club  to  the  aforesaid  association. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Pike  have  been  feeding  well  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
Inring  the  past  few  days.  Several  partiei  have  been  out 
.nd  have  had  excellent  eport,  bags  ranging  from  four  to 
welve  fiah,  of  41b.  to  lolb  ,  having  been  tdken.  On  Tnes- 
lay  a  party,  fishing  on  private  wa'.er  near  Norwich,  were 
nccessfnl  in  landing  ten  nice  fish,  ranging  from  41b.  to 
31b.  each.  _  Waters  are  all  in  excellent  condition,  and 
nth  a  continuance  of  the  present  open  weather,  good 
port  may  be  anticipated. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  was  a  tremendous  fall  of  tnow  on  Monday,  and 
ain  afterwards  setting  in  caused  the  Trent  to  rise  rapidly 
n  Wednesday.  Another  big  water  is,  therefore,  im- 
iment.  Coarse  fish  anglers  have  not  enjoyed  much  sport 
ince  my  last,  and  all  complain  of  the  apathy  of  the  roach 
0  feed.  Whatever  the  cause,  certain  it  is  that  the  winter 
Bason  has,  so  far,  proved  one  of  the  worst  known  for 
ears  pa«t.  At  Shaidlow,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallia  and  Mr. 
I.  Spray  (hon.  secretary  of  the  Wellington  Society)  have 
iken,  with  the  worm,  sundry  bream  and  chub;  and  at 
awley  a  few  chub  have  been  creeled  by  Mr.  G.  Tilley. 
lere,  on  Feb.  .3,  Mr.  J.  Baker  lauded  three  pike  with  the 
ye  bait ;  and  on  the  same  day  pike  were  caught  at 
hntham  and  Hoveringham.  Operating  on  the  latter 
;ngth  with  pith  and  brains,  Mr.  T.  Large  secured  a  dozen 
bub  averaging  about  lib.  each,  ar,d  some  fine  fish  fell  to 
le  attractions  of  the  same  class  of  bait  at  Kelham. 
-elham  ia  one  of  the  best  chubbing  waters  on  the  Trent 
nen  the  river  is  running  in  low  and  bright  volume.  At 
i^eston,  in  the  pool,  Mr.  Ja«.  Birkin  has  killed  a  brace  of 
ike  of  IfJlb.,  and  on  the  following  day  nine  were  caught 
y  Sergeant  Jones  and  friends.  At  Shardlow,  on  the 
osing  day,  pike  were  taken  by  Messrs.  W.  Steveas,  F. 
lather,  K.  .Saywell,  J.  Greaves.  !.  W.  Foster,  and  J. 
p  u  w''  *       estimated  at  Mlb.  Members 

t  the  Waltonian  Society  have  engaged  in  a  friendly  com- 
Btition  at  Beeston.  Not  many  put  in  an  appearance, 
w  only  three  or  four  small  roach  were,  I  understand, 
inght.  The  executive  of  the  Wellington  Society  have  in 
^^""^  Gunthorpe  district.  Netting 
Ml  been  rife  of  late  on  the  river,  and  it  is  a  great  pity 
lat  angler.?  have  not  more  water  bailiffs  to  look  after  their 
tererta. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  weather  up  to  the  beginning  of  this  week  was  very 
favourable  for  fishing,  but  the  heavy  downfall  of  sqow  on 
Monday  put  a  stop  to  sport  for  a  day  or  two  ;  but  as  the 
snow  is  rapidly  disappearing,  it  is  hoped  that  the  rivers 
will  soon  recover  from  the  bad  effect.  Previous  to  Mon- 
day little  fault  could  be  found  with  the  condition  of  the 
Trent,  which  was  running  in  capital  form  for  both  pike 
and  chub  fishing.  As  was  only  to  be  expected  under  the 
circumstances,  the  opportunity  for  some  good  sport  was 
taken  advantage  of  to  the  fullest  extent.  A  large  number 
of  rods  have  been  at  work  in  the  Kelham  section,  near 
Newark,  and  some  splendid  fish  have  been  secured.  The 
season  ends  in  this  section  on  Feb.  14.  The  season  in  the 
Shardlow  stretch  closed  about  ten  days  ago,  and  the  last 
day  saw  anglers  out  in  goodly  array,  and  several  fine  speci- 
laens  were  killed.  Anglers  will  be  able  to  patronise  the 
river  at  Averham  until  the  beginning  of  next  month 
for  pike,  and  several  heavy  fish  have  been  had  from  this 
portion.  Roach  anglers  have  obtained  an  amount  of  sport 
which  is  looked  upon  as  satisfactory,  and  Mr.  W.  Arnold, 
fishing  the  other  day  at  Dunham,  accounted  for  a  lot  of 
first-class  roach,  maggots  beiag  the  most  effective  bait.  A 
goodly  sprinkling  of  pomeranian  bream  have  also  been 
taken  from  the  same  stretch  of  water.  The  Bain  has 
provided  good  sport  at  Coningsby,  but  the  Idle  has  not 
been  so  successful.  Complaints  are  still  made  with  regard 
to  the  netting  carried  on  in  the  Trent,  and  it  is  high  time 
stringent  measures  were  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  this  evil 
practice.  Very  little  has  been  done  recently  in  the 
Witham,  although  a  few  anglers  have  done  fairly  well 
amongst  roach  at  Tattershall.  The  high  winds,  combined 
with  the  enormous  quantity  of  water  in  the  Wye  and 
Derwent,  have  been  altogether  against  fly  fishing,  but  since 
the  frosts  several  nice  takes  of  big  grayling  have  been 
secured.  Glowing  reports  are  given  as  to  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  trout  season,  the  keepers  reporting  that 
the  rivers  contain  any  amount  of  fish.  The  private  waters, 
and  those  belonging  to  the  various  clubs,  which  are 
strictly  preserved  and  carefully  looked  after,  are  said  to 
promise  exceedingly  well,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such 
is  the  case,  as  last  season  turned  out  somewhat  dis- 
appointing. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

"  February  fill  dyke"  is  not  an  invariable  verity,  but 
this  year  the  old  time  phrase  is  fully  justified.  Snow,  rain, 
or  the  two  combined  have  rendered  outdoor  pastimes  very 
unattractive  for  some  time  past,  and  the  grayling  fisher 
has  scarcely  had  a  fair  day.  Pike,  perch,  and  roach  have 
at  times  yielded  sport,  but  on  the  whole,  what  with 
frequent  floods  and  unpropidous  weather,  Severn  coarse 
fish  anglers  have  had  an  excpptionally  poor  season. 
FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  wretched  weather  in  this  district  for 
some  days,  heavy  snows,  torrents  of  rain,  and,  early  this 
(Wednesday)  morning,  a  hurricane  and  a  tremendous 
storm.  Rain  is  still  falling,  and  a  heavy  lot  of  very  high- 
coloured  water  is  rolling  down  the  rivers,  and  it  looks  as 
if  we  are  in  for  another  flood,  as  the  water  is  rising  very 
r.)pidly.  Angling  is  out  of  the  question.  Salmon  fishing 
this  season,  so  far,  has  been  very  disappointing ;  the  take 
of  fish  far  behind  that  of  last  season,  both  in  size  and 
numbers.  There  was  one  fish,  17ilb.,  taken  the  open- 
ing day,  and  a  capital  fish  it  was,  and  was  bespoke 
for  a  London  Hotel  I  was  told.  With  the  high  water  we 
have  had,  a  great  number  of  fish  have  headed  up  stream, 
and  salmon. fishing  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Severn  should 
be  better  this  season  than  it  has  been  for  some  years.  Very 
little  news  from  the  clubs;  there  are  two  new  ones  in  the 
course  of  formation,  and  the  St.  John's  Angling  Society 
had  their  annual  dinner  on  the  3rd  inst.  at  their  new 
headquarters,  the  "  Grosvenor  Hotel,"  audit  was  altogether 
a  capital  affair.  The  catering  of  Host  James  was  first 
class,  the  musical  programme  excellent,  and  it  was  a  suc- 
cess all  through.  'The  Jubilee  angling  society  (Eversham), 
had  their  second  annual  meeting  at  their  headquarters, 
the  Trumpet  Inn.  There  were  a  lot  of  members  present, 
Mr.  W.  Morton  in  the  chair.  Mr.  G.  Hunt  was  re-elected 
president,  arid  there  was  no  change  in  the  other  officers. 
The  club  is  in  a  flourishing  state  and  have  a  good  balance 
in  hand. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  unsettled,  changeable  weather  has  rendered  the 
condit  ions  of  angling  most  uncertain.  The  streams  were 
running  down  to  a  nice  level  and  losing  their  discoloration 
after  the  floods,  when  early  this  week  heavy  rains  again 
marred  the  prospects.  One  result  of  the  overflowing  of 
tbe  rivers  has  been  the  destruction  of  a  large  number  of 
fish,  which,  along  with  rabbits  which  were  washed  out  of 
their  warrens,  have  been  found  stranded  on  the  land  after 
the  wat^^rs  had  receded.  There  has  been  pike  and  roach 
fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  York,  many  pike  being 
caught  in  the  Foss,  where  they  had  gme  to  shed 
their  spawn  among  the  weedy  growths  in  the  river. 
In  taking  leave  of  grayling,  attention  is  turned 
to  trout,  which  are  plentiful  and  in  excellent  condition  in 
the  Wharfe,  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  Rye,  and  Derwent.  No 
harm  to  this  fish  is  anticipated  from  the  late  frost,  whilst 
the  mild  weather  has  been  in  their  favour.  By  the  end  of 
February  or  the  beginning  of  March  the  prospects,  which 
are  very  hopeful,  ought  to  brighten.  The  fish  must  be 
well  supplied  with  food  after  the  late  floods. 


"TuRKB  IS  NOTHlNa  Nkw  undkr  thb  Sun"  is  a  saying 
credited  to  a  variety  of  illuBtrious  authors,  from  the  time  of 
Solomon  to  the  present  day.  It  is  a  fact  that  many  inventions 
looked  upon  as  modern  are  of  ancient  origin.  The  telephone, 
which  recently  caused  such  a  furore  of  excitement,  was  in  ancient 
days  a  means  by  which  the  high  priests  worlced  upon  the  credulity 
of  their  disciples.  The  Pyramids  of  Egypt  and  other  wonders 
jrove  that  this  generation  has  a  great  deal  to  learn.  Holloway'a 
'ills  and  Ointment,  however,  were  not  anticipated  by  our  fore- 
fathers, and  to-day  they  stand  alone  as  the  best  cure  the  world 
possesses  for  all  tbe  UU  that  humanity  is  heir  to. 


[We  do  not  hold  oumelvKa  responaiHe  for  the  opiniona 
expresaed  by  our  Co-rrespondents.] 

FISHING  ON  THE  TORRIDGE. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  he  will  have  no 
difficulty  in  getting  trout  fishing  free.  If  he  has  not 
already  secured  his  apartments,  he  will  find  some  very 
comfortable  ones  if  he  writes  to  Sergeant  Thomas  Grylls, 
Sheepwash,  Highampton^  R.S.O.,  North  Devon.  He  has 
about  eight  miles  of  fishing  rights.  This  place  ia  not  far 
from  Shebbear.  The  bfsc  flies  would  be  the  Coch-y- 
bondhu.  Blue  Upright,  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  and 
February  Red.  1  do  not  think  waders  are  necessary. 
With  regard  to  Padstow  as  a  sea  fishing  station,  it  is  very 
good  provided  the  weather  is  right ;  but  it  is  very  exposed 
if  there  is  any  wind.  The  nearest  salmon  fishing  would  be 
in  the  Camel — about  ten  or  twelve  miles. — Yours,  &c., 
William  Heardee  (B.S.A.8.). 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


A  NOTE  FROM  DARWIN. 
Sir, — With  respect  to  the  transportation  of  both  fish 
and  plants,  Mr.  Darwin  says  :  "  On  the  same  continent 
fresh-water  fish  often  range  widely,  and  as  if  capriciously, 
for  in  two  adjoining  river  systems  some  of  the  species  may 
be  the  same,  and  some  wholly  different.  It  is  probable 
that  they  are  occasionally  transported  by  what  may  be 
called  accidental  means.  Thus  fishes  still  alive  are  not 
very  rarely  dropped  at  distant  points  by  whirlwinds  ;  and 
it  is  known  that  the  ova  retain  their  vitality  for  a  con- 
siderable time  after  their  removal  from  the  water."  I 
wonder  how  long.  "  Their  dispersal  may,  however,  be 
mainly  attributed  to  changes  in  the  level  of  the  land 
within  the  recent  period,  causing  rivers  to  flow  into  each 
other.  Instances  also  could  be  given  of  this  having 
occurred  during  floods,  without  any  change  of  level."  I 
have  caught  odd  chub  and  flounders  in  old  ponds  quite  a 
mile  away  from  a  river,  and  in  no  way  connected  with  it. 
Floods,  of  course.  He  continues  ;  "  The  wide  difference 
of  the  fish  on  the  opposite  sides  of  most  mountain  ranges 
which  are  continuous,  and  which  consequently  must,  from 
an  early  period,  have  completely  prevented  the  inoscula- 
tion of  the  river  systems  on  the  two  tides,  leads  to  the 
same  conclusion.  Some  fresh-water  fish  belong  to  very 
ancient  forms,  and  in  such  cases  there  will  have  been 
ample  time  for  great  geographical  changes,  and  con- 
sequently time  and  meaos  for  such  migration.  Moreover, 
Dr.  Giiother  has  recently  been  led  by  several  considera- 
tions to  infer  that  with  fishes  the  same  forms  have  a  long 
endurance.  Salt-water  fish  can  with  care  be  slowly 
accustomed  to  live  in  fresh  water  "  (both  the  sea  lamprey 
and  the  flounder  seem  to  like  it),  "and,  according  to 
Valenciennes,  there  is  hardly  a  single  group  of  which  all 
the  members  are  confined  to  fresh  water,  so  that  a  marine 
species  belonging  to  a  fresh- water  group  might  travel  far 
along  the  shores  of  the  sea,  and  could,  it  is  probable, 
become  adapted  without  much  difficulty  to  the  fresh 
waters  of  a  distant  land." 

Fresh-watee  Shells.  —  "When  ducks  suddenly 
emerge  from  a  pond  covered  with  duck-weed — I  have 
twice  seen  these  little  plants  adhering  to  their  backs,  and 
it  has  happened  to  me,  in  removing  a  little  duck  weed 
from  one  aquarium  to  another,  that  I  have  unintentionally 
stocked  the  one  with  fresh-water  shells  from  the  other. 
He  says  :  "  These  molluscs  when  just  hatched  will  survive 
from  twelve  to  twenty  hours  in  damp  air,  and  in  this 
length  of  time  a  duck  or  heron  might  fly  at  least  six  or 
seven  hundred  miles,  and  they  adhere  so  firmly  they  cannot 
be  easily  shaken  off." 

Plants. — "  In  February  I  took  three  tablespoonfuls  of 
mud  from  three  different  points  beneath  water,  on  the 
edge  of  a  little  pond.  This  mud  when  dried  weighed  only 
6|oz.  I  kept  it  covered  up  in  my  study  for  six  months, 
pulling  up  and  counting  each  plant  as  it  grew.  The  plants 
were  of  many  kinds,  and  were  altogether  537  in  number, 
and  yet  the  viscid  mud  was  all  contained  in  a  breakfast 
cup  !  Considering  these  facts,  I  think  it  would  be  an 
inexplicable  circumstance  if  water  birds  did  not  transport 
the  seeds  of  fresh-water  plants  to  unstooked  ponds  and 
streams  situated  at  very  distant  points.  Audubon  states 
that  he  found  the  seeds  of  the  great  southern  water  lily, 
probably  Nelumhium  luteum,  in  a  heron's  stomach.  Now, 
this  bird  must  often  have  flown  with  its  stomach  thus 
well  stocked  to  distant  ponds,  and  then,  getting  a  hearty 
meal  of  fiith,  analogy  makes  me  believe  that  it  would  have 
rejected  the  seeds  in  a  pellet  in  a  fit  state  for  germina- 
tion." 

Thus  are  fish,  shells,  and  plants  distributed. — I  am, 
&c.,    E.  W.  E. 

SEA  PATERNOSTER  BOOMS. 
Sir, — The  identity  of  Mr.  Payton  with  "  Sarcelle,"  of 
the  Field,  was  not  known  to  me,  and  I  hasten  to  assure 
him  that  such  of  my  remarks  as  would  have  been  peculiarly 
offensive  if  knowingly  addressed  to  him  were  not  so 
addressed,  but  aimed  merely  at  an  abstraction. 

In  my  former  letter  I  showed  the  weak  points  (only  too 
familiar  to  sea  anglers)  which  must  prove  fatal  tj  the 
continued  use  of  the  right-angle  boom.  Mr.  Payton,  in 
reply,  appeals  to  his  experience,  and  baldly  reasserts  the 
eificiency  of  the  French  boom.  It  is  possible  that  I  may 
be  whipping  the  air,  and  that  this  boom  may  possess  some 
occult  property  capable  neither  of  express!  jn  in  words, 
nor  of  delineation ;  but,  as  figured  and  described,  it  stands 
out  a  rigid  boom,  eminent  among  the  bad  ones,  worse  than 
worthless,  inasmuch  (you  will  observe  I  give  a  reason)  as 
it  interposes  an  obstacle  in  the  form  of  a  metal  right 
angle  between  the  fish  and  their  efforts  to  assist  tl'e 
angler  to  book  them. 
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Mr.  Ruskin  somewhere  has  a  dig  at  people  who  "  have 
80  long  been  in  the  habit  of  using  pretty  words  without 
troubling  themselves  to  understand  them,  that  they  now 
revolt  from  the  effort,  as  if  it  were  an  impiety." 
What  do  Mr.  Payton  and  Mr.  Aflalo  wish  us  to  understand 
by  "effective"  and  "extremely  efficient"  ?  Is  a  boom 
to  be  hastily  dubbed  "effective"  and  "extremely 
efficient  "  because  a  fish  contrives  to  commit  suicide  on  the 
tackle  of  which  it  forms  a  part  ?  When  I  call  a  boom 
effective,  I  speak  of  one  that  will  adequately  sustain  its 
part  in  the  capture  of  sizeable  fish  as  hard  and  fast  as  they 
can  be  hauled,  without  bending,  breaking,  embarrassing 
the  fish,  entangling  the  gear,  or  in  any  way  conducing  to 
profanity  ;  and  to  say  that  in  these  circumstances  a  boom 
is  effective,  or  extremely  efficient,  when  it  bends  at  every 
haul  and  must  be  rebent,  is  simply  an  abuse  of  words. 

Mr.  Aflalo  has  my  sympathy.  I  seldom  read  the  Fishing 
Gazette  correspondence  myself  without  wanting  to  take  a 
pen  and  put  all  and  sundry  to  rights  ;  but  I  have  learnt, 
with  Palstaff,  that  "  the  better  part  of  valour  is  discretion," 
and  I  know  that. 

"  Those  who  in  quarrels  interpose 
Must  often  wipe  a  bloody  nose." 

Well,  in  thirteen  lines  of  queer  English,  Mr.  Aflalo 
contrives  to  state  that — (a)  the  French  boom  is  extremely 
efficient;  (h)  it  has  stood  the  test  of  time;  and  (c)  he 
is  an  angler  of  experience.  If  (o)  and  (b)  are  true,  is  it 
not  singular  that  Mr.  Aflalo  should  have  hugged  this 
knowledge  to  himself  for  years,  and  is  only  drawn  out  of 
his  shell  now  to  confirm  the  belated  announcement  of  its 
excellence  by  Mr.  Payton  ?  As  to  his  experience — pre- 
mising that  my  remark  is  abstract  and  not  personal — I 
should  like  to  say  that  observation  convinces  me  that 
many  people  are  so  innately  obstinate  and  impervious  to 
fresh  ideas  that  their  opportunities  for  gaining  experience 
serve  only  to  confirm  them  in  their  original  prejudices  and 
misconceptions.  When,  therefore,  Mr.  Aflalo  appeals  in 
general  terms  to  his  experience,  I  am  dumb  ;  but  whan  he 
appeals  to  it  specifically  in  support  of  a  rigid  right-angle 
boom  as  "  extremely  efficient,"  then  he  tenders  me  ample 
evidence  that  the  value  of  his  vaunted  experience  on  that 
one  particular  point  does  not  amount  to  a  "  ha'p'orth." — 
Yours,  &c.,    John  Kirbt. 

ALLCOCK'S  PATENT  EUST-PROOF  WIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  noticed  various  letters  in  the  Press 
recently  on  the  subject  of  plaited  wire  lines,  we  have 
made  some  tests  of  it  Ln  comparison  with  our  patent  rust- 
proof wire,  and  we  find  our  wire  so  much  superior  in 
strength,  size,  pliability,  and  colour  that  we  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  enclosing  you  a  sample. 

Our  attention  was  drawn  to  plaited  wire  for  making 
tackle  some  years  ago,  and  our  experiments  proved  that  in 
plaiting  an  unyielding  material  like  wire  the  crossing  of 
the  strands  in  plaiting  was  an  element  of  weakness,  and  as 
Boon  as  a  longitudinal  strain  came  on  the  line  there  was  a 
tendency  to  out  where  every  strand  crossed,  which  made 
the  line  much  weaker  than  a  twisted  one  of  equal  thickness. 
Also,  fineness  being  a  great  advantage,  more  strands  can 
be  put  in  a  twisted  line  of  a  given  thickness  than  in  a 
plaited  line,  as  a  twist  will  of  course  lie  much  closer  than 
a  plait,  and  it  therefore  enables  us  to  get  the  desired 
strength  with  little  more  than  half  the  thickness  necessary 
in  a  plaited  line. 

In  three  sizes  of  plaited  line  before  us  the  breaking 
strain  is  given  as  221b.,  241b.,  and  281b.,  but  in  our  twisted 
natent  line  the  same  sizes,  carefully  gauged,  showed  a 
breaking  strain  of  381b.,  501b.,  and  601b.  respectively. 

Then  our  twisted  wire  is  naturally  more  pliable  than 
plaited,  and  though  the  rust-proofing  process  slightly 
lessens  this,  it  is  at  any  rate  as  pliable  as  the  plaited  wire, 
with  the  advantage  of  being  a  neutral  colour,  so  that  in 
strength,  pliability,  colour,  and  thickness  it  must  be 
considered  much  superior. 

As  to  the  question  of  the  advantage  of  using  entire  lines 
of  wire  we  do  not  wish  to  enter,  but  a  few  yards  of  wire 
used  as  a  trace,  with  back  line  of  flax  or  silk,  make  an 
admirable  line  for  either  fresh  or  salt  water  fishing. 
— Yours  truly,  S.  Allcock  and  Co. 

[Messrs.  Allcock's  samples  seem  to  us  to  be  excellent, 
and,  for  instance,  far  and  away  better  than  gimp  for  pike 
tackles. — Bd.]   

THE  "BREAKING"  OP  THE  SHROPSHIRE 
MERES. 

SlE,->— Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  a  satis- 
factory explanation  of  what  is  known  as  the  "  breaking  " 
of  the  Shropshire  meres  ?  There  seems  to  be  little 
known  about  it  locally. — Yours  truly,  E.  W.  B. 

1  We  have  not  fished  Ellesmere,  but  we  believe  that 
the  expression  "  breaking  of  the  mere  "  refers  to  the 
same  thing  as  is  known  as  the  "working"  of  a  pond ; 
that  is,  the  appearance  in  all  parts  of  the  water  of  a  very 
fine  vegetable  growth,  which  spreads  so  as  to  occupy 
almost  all  the  water  from  the  bottom  to  the  top.  We 
have  seen  this  epidemic  growth  of  all  colours,  from  light 
green  to  dark  brown.  In  the  cold  months  it  dies  off,  and 
reappeirs  with  the  hot  weather.  We  had  a  notice  of  it  in 
the  Finliinij  Oazetle  not  long  ago,  taken  from  an 
American  paper. — Ed  ]  _____ 

FLAT  PISH. 
Dkar  Sir, — I  read  "  Smear  Dab's  "  letter  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  28  with  much  interest,  the  postscript 
especially.  I  was  not  aware  until  then  that  the  taking  of 
unsizeable  sea  fish  had  ever  been  prohibited  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. On  referring  the  matter  to  a  legal  friend  and  good 
sea  angler,  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke,  he  writes  me : 
"Almost  all  the  let  George's  Acts  are  repealed:  Act  1, 
George  I.  c.  18,  relating  to  fish,  is  repealed  by  .31  A  32 
Vic.  c.  45,  8.  71-"  The  repeal  of  such  an  eminently  useful 
Act  is,  I  venture  to  think,  a  great  pity ,  and  the  sooner  that 
or  a  similar  Act  is  placed  upon  the  statute  book  the  better 


forall  concerned,  as  it  would  greatly  strengthen  the  hands  of 
those  who  are  doing  their  best  to  fight  what  is,  after  all,  the 
fishermen's  battle.  While  I  have  my  pen  in  hand  I 
should  like  to  make  some  remarks  on  flat  fish  and  their 
capricious  habits,  which  I  hope  may  be  of  use  to  your  many 
readers  who  fish  at  Southend.  In  the  first  place,  they 
seem  to  be  gifted  with  the  power  of  forecasting  the 
weather  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  and  when  bad  weather 
is  coming  they  bury  themselves,  or  "  sand  "  as  the  fisher- 
men here  call  it.  Consequently  to  fish  for  them  on  a 
falling  barometer  is  almost  useless,  and  for  that  reason  I 
always  send  the  latest  barometer  readings  in  my  report. 
After  bad  weather,  the  fish,  especially  dabs,  are  covered 
with  mud  and  sand,  a  clear  proof  that  they  have  "  sanded  " 
to  avoid  the  storm.  Their  caprices  with  regard  to  feeding 
are  past  finding  out.  I  can  only  say  what  I  have  said  a 
dozen  times  before,  that  the  best  method  is  to  open  the 
first  few  fish  caught,  ascertain  on  what  they  are  feeding, 
and  act  accordingly. 

Many  people  have  the  idea  that  the  sooner  flat  fish  are 
cooked  after  being  caught  the  better ;  this  is  not  the  case, 
however.  To  get  flat  fish  in  perfection  they  should  be 
cleaned  as  soon  as  convenient,  washed  in  salt  and  water, 
and  hung  out  of  doors  to  get  "wind  dried."  They  are 
then  firm,  and  not  pappy  like  a  freshly  caught  fish. 
Treated  in  this  way  a  dab  is  about  as  good  a  fish  as  swims 
the  seas,  and  will  make  even  that  most  tasty  morsel,  a 
fried  sole,  look  to  his  laurels. — Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Trout  "  and  "  Salmo  Salar," 
who  ask  for  information  as  to  trout  fishing  at  Easter,  I 
would  recommend  them  to  put  themselves  in  communica- 
tion with  Mr.  W.  Mackenzie-Ross,  of  6,  Little  Bruton- 
street,  London,  W.,  whose  fifty  years'  experience  as  angler 
and  gillie  on  most  of  the  Border  and  Scotch  rivers  and 
lakes,  and  many  of  the  Welsh  and  English  rivers,  enable 
him  to  impart  really  reliable  information.  He  charges  a 
small  fee  for  consultation  or  letters — some  2s.  6d.  and 
postage — but  the  knowledge  imparted  is  well  worth  the 
money. — Yours  truly,  L,  M.  Meredith. 

P.S. — The  old  gentleman  mapped  out  an  angling  tour 
for  myself  and  husband  last  year,  which,  though  a  bad 
season,  proved  very  successful. 


WIRE  WINCH  LINES  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  two  samples  of 
"  Hercules "  wire  mentioned  in  your  footnote  to 
"  Viator's  "  letter  last  week,  for  which  lines  many  thanks. 
They  are,  of  course,  not  to  be  compared  to  the  braided 
phosphor-bronze  lines.  "Viator's"  letter  is  indeed  a 
confession. 

1.  That  he  has  not  used  wire  winch  lines  with  the 
proper  apparatus  for  bottom  fishing  with  the  rod  in  the 
sea. 

2.  That  the  wire  used  was  unsuitable. 

3.  That,  as  we  thought,  he  had  not  troubled  to  use  the 
sixteen  strand  plaited  wire  before  condemning  it. 

I  am  pleased,  however,  to  note  that  he  has  obtained 
samples,  and  is  "  trying  them  as  reel  and  hand-lines  very 
soon."  When  he  gets  the  proper  reel,  pulley  top,  butt 
roller,  and  methods,  he  will  no  doubt  find  the  value  of 
wire  for  bottom  fishing  with  the  rod.  This  is  the  subject 
first  sWted  by  Mr.  Parker  before  the  B.S.A.8.,  and  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  discussed  by  Mr.  Mignot  and 
others  who  know. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  Eldred  on  Fish  Hooks. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  in  the  report  of  my  lecture 
before  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Feb.  1  the  name  of  Messrs. 
Bartleet  and  Sons,  Redditch,  is  by  accident  omitted  from 
the  list  of  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  lent  me  specimens  of 
hooks,  &c.,  to  illustrate  my  paper. 

Will  you  permit  me,  through  your  columns,  to  acknow- 
ledge my  indebtedness  to  them  in  this  respect. — Yours 
faithfully,    F.  E.  Eldred. 

GRAYLING  EAT  TROUT  EGGS. 

Dear  Sir,^As  I  look  upon  the  grayling  "  as  a  thing 
of  beauty,"  and,  I  trust,  "a  joy  for  ever,"  I  am  very 
jealous  of  having  a  word  said  against  him.  _ 

That  I  have  had  some  experience  with  his  cultivation  in 
waters  other  than  rivers  will  be  seen  in  a  series  of  articles 
I  wrote  for  the  Fislting  Gazette  in  1892. 

Before  I  go  on  to  give  fresh  testimony  in  his  favour,  let 
me  first  give  Mr.  Miller  credit  for  all  good  intentions,  but 
at  the  same  time  it  is  well  to  remember  what  happened 
to  the  dog  with  a  bad  name.  The  river  on  which  I  reside 
is  the  Blythe,  in  Staffordshire,  a  tributary  of  the  classic 
Dove,  and  to  my  certain  knowledge,  conviction,  and 
belief  for  the  last  forty-five  years  the  balance  has  been 
most  evenly  sustained  between  8.  fario  and  S.  thy- 
mallus,  and  I  question  if  either  would  do  better,  if 
as  well,  were  they  separated.  Granted  Mr.  Miller  and 
mine  Editor,  grayling  certainly  prey  to  some  extent  upon 
trout  ova,  so  do  eels  and  others,  even  the  miller's  thumb 
when  they  can  get  it,  but  precisely  the  same  thing  takes 
place  by  these  on  the  grayling  redds  in  April.  It  is  always 
dangerous  to  interfere  with  Nature's  laws,  for  it  is  patent 
to  every  observer  that  the  same  thing  happens  throughout 
the  whole  chain  of  Creation,  or  things  would  soon  come  to 
a  crisis.  One  thing  T  quite  admit,  i  e.,  that  it  is  in  no  way 
desirable  that  trout  should  be  unduly  displaced  by  any  fisli 
that  swims,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  a  certain  displace- 
ment may  take  place  more  upon  some  rivers  than 
others  —  for  instance,  those  traversing  long  reaches 
of  level  land,  fed  largely  through  porous  strata,  and 
lacking  a  number  of  tributary  rills  or  feeders 
from  the  hills.  In  these  cases  trout  must  of 
necessity  spawn  upon  the  gravel  beds  of  the  river  itself, 


consequently  the  ova  falls  an  easy  prey  to  Thymallus  an 
others,  who  have  an  undoubted  knack  of  ploughing  into  th 
gravel  to  obtain  it.    In  the  rivers  I  have  named  ha| 
things  are  very  different.    We  have  numbers  of  .^Msf 
small  feeders,  and  the  trout,  like  the  lordly  Salar,  wil 
never  spawn  at  home  if  he  can  get  away  to  do  it ;  who  aha' 
reason  with  nature  here?    In  the  battlefield  there  is  ii. 
more  heroism — more  dangers  to  be  met.  I  have  frequently 
seen  in  the  smallest  of  ditches  (provided  they  are  perpetual,  I 
and  have  gravel),  half  a  mile  from  the  river,  some  half  a.  ( 
dozen   pairs  of   trout  ploughing   away.   Be  it  said 
the    ova    is    quite    out    of    the    way    of  Thymall 
here,  and  the  fry  will  remain  in  these  places  nnti 
about  July  or  August,  when  they  are  pretty  active  i, 
they  then  pass  down,  and  largely  join  company  withthr 
schools  of  minnows  upon  the  shallowest  scours  of  the  rivei  j 
out  of  harm's  way.    These  beautiful  little  scivengers,  ii 
their  raids  upon  the  animalculse,  seem  to  teach  them  tlu '  i 
early  lessons  of  industry  and  self-preservation.    In  takioj 
minnows  for  bait  from  these  places,  I  have  frequentlj 
found  one  in  ten  trout  fry  of  the  spring  hatch.  Whoevei 
disbelieves  in  mixed  fisheries  and  fish  preying  upon  fish 
let  me  ask  him  why  it  so  happens  that  in  the  mcuntaii 
streams  of  Wales  nothing  but  fingerling  trout  are  found  I 
Is  it  that  the  fish  are  all  trout,  the  streams  all  breedinj 
ground,  and  the  enemy  not  present  in  force  ?    With  al 
good  wishes,  after  long  silence. — As  ever,        F.  8.  P. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  RE-STOCKING  FUND  j 
Dear  Sir, — Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge !| 
receipt  of  £2  12s.  6d.  from  the  Bostonian  Angling  Society  ' 
— Yours  truly,  Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Treas.). 


FLAT  FISH  AND  WIRE  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  finding  space  in  la 
week's  Finhing  Gazette  to  allow  sister  "  Smear  Dab  "  t 
ventilate  our  grievances.    It  is  quite  true  what  she  said  : 
to  the  size  we  should  attain  before  coming  to  see  you 
We  have  had  terrible  trouble  of  late  in  our  nurseries  b; 
the  loss  of  so  many  of  our  infants  going  aloft,  and  other 
wise.    The  clouds  above  us — yes,  we  have  clouds  as  well  a 
you — but  our  clouds  tumble,  roll  over  and  over,  howlini 
and  hissing,  and  making  terrific  noises,  which  make  n 
keep  to  the  ground  floor,  covered  up  in  our  sand  blanket.; 
many  families  together.    But  there  seems  almost  as  muc 
trouble  in  your  much  clearer  atmosphere  in  providing  ti 
means  for  taking  us  and  our  dear  children  aloft  by  o' 
would-be  captors,  and  their  various  coloured  wire  liu 
that  glint,  sparkle,  and  ehine  as  they  come  down,  derr 
down.    Well,  as  you  know  perfectly  well,  we  have  capit 
sight,  and,  always  looking  upwaids,  our  hearing  is  equal 
good.    Consequently,  whilst  taking  shelter  under  tl 
bow    of    a    fishing   boat,   we   heard   the  foUowin 
read  from  your   own  paper,    the    FisJiing  Gnzet' 
to  this   effect.    Your  correspondent,  A.  W.  Parkt 
should   say   that  hair  and   silk  lines   are  not  mu^ 
heavier    than    "sea   water,"    while  phosphor-broD 
are  about  eight  and  a  half  times  heavier,  and  sink 
readily,  and  the  surface  of  the  tide  offers  very  litt  , 
friction,  and  makes  sea  fishing  more  comfortable  (poo 
dabs).    Another  correspondent,  C.  S.  Patterson,  goes  s  ' 
far  as  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Canaries  to  verify  th 
wire  lines  are  used,  to  support  his  views  in  favour  of  wii 
lines.    Then  came  another  correspondent,  A.  Mignc 
with  the  braided  wire  line  that  makes  fishing  a  "  re 
pleasure"  (poor  dear  dabs),  there  being  no  weight,  do 
not  hold  water,  going  straight  down  and  up,  giving 
direct  pull  (oh,  dear  sister),  only  you  must  have  a  lar; 
wheel  on  the  top,  and  counter  sunk  wheels  along  the  ro 
Then  another  correspondent,  "Viator,"  says  wire  lint 
certainly  hold  less  tide  than  any  other,  but  good  stroi 
and  fine  hemp  lines  have  too  many  advantages  to  I 
displaced  by  a  material  which  has  so  many  disadvantag* 
Good  hemp  is  suitable  for  all  sea  fishing,  and  much  rive 
fishing,  too.    Then  came  another  and  last  correspondent 
remarks,  this  time  by  that  old  and  respected  firm,  Mesei 
Hearder  and  Son,  who  state  that  a  flax  line  properly  ma 
is  undoubtedly  the  very  best  for  sea  fishing.    Then  the 
was  a  burst  of  applause,  "  so  say  all  of  us,"  whit 
resounded  down  to  our  very  ground  floor,  and  must  ha. 
been  heard  on  the  Leigh  shore.     It  was  then  agrei 
that  nothing  can  possibly  supersede  good  hemp  line 
dressed  or  otherwise,  for  experienced  fishermen.  Letti 
"sea  anglers"  (landsmen)  use  their  own  fancies,  the 
quips  and  cranks,  their  wheels  and   wire  lines ;  the 
merely   fish   for   pleasure,    at   least    some  of  then 
Experience  is  a  good  tutor  when  fishing  is  pursued  for 
living.    But  why  do  they  fish  for  dabs  at  Southend 
they  want  to  get  good-sized,  well-fed  members  of  oi 
family  ?    Surely  there  is  room  enough  between  Dovi 
and  Start  Point,  where  the  ground  floor  is  all  a  beantit' 
sand,  and  if  yon  want  good  flavoured  dabs  such  is  ti 
ground  to  get  them  from.     Dabs  taken  from  mudd 
sandy   bottoms,    such    as    Southend,   partake  of 
muddy  flavour,  although  the  very  mixture  of  mud  ai 
sand  makes  the  best  nursery  for  all  kinds  of  fl 
fish,  from  the  halibut  down  to  us  poor  dabs.  Sn^ 
is  Southend.    The  fry  are  there  in  myriads,  among  whic 
there  are  some  fair-sized  fish  ;  but  they  have  not  yet  bet 
to  sea  and  lost  their  muddy  flavour.    Southend  is  not 
feeding  ground  ;  it  is  purely  and  simply  a  nursery  for  tl 
very  young,  who  feed  upon  the  substances  brought  do» 
with  the  mud  and  deposited  upon  the  sand.    Then  wl 
catch  them  ;  they  make  good  food  in  time  ?    Why  ooi 
plain  at  their  being  taken  ?    You  use  the  means  for 
doing.    If  yon  do  not  want  them  use  larger  hooks  ai 
larger  baits,  query  then  the  results.     There  is  nottl 
slightest  need  for  a  "Mundella"  Act  nor  anything 
the  kind,  not  even  for  nets.    We  hear  that  informati. 
is  already  being  collected  on  this  subject  at  Southen 
May  much  joy  go  with  them  we  say,  and  do  not  forg 
several  of  v'Ks"p'a  tables.— Yours  truly,     Smear  Dab. 
Several  letters  unavoidably  held  over. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPOBATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUABT  18th,  1899. 

THE  RAINBOW  TROUT.* 

I  SUPPOSE  there  ia  no  doubt  that  the  introdac 
fcion  into  Britain  of  S.  fontinalis,  the  speckled 
brook  trout  of  New  England,  resulted  in  general 
disappointment. 

Judging  of  this  fish  from  the  very  high  place  it 
held  in  America,  high  hopes  were  entertained  of 
its  future  in  British  waters,  but  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  they  were  not  realised.  However 
highly  foniinulis  was  esteemed  in  America,  it  is 
certain  that  when  introduced  into  Europe,  it  fell 
far  short  of  the  expectations  of  its  friends. 

Then  the  rainbow  trout  came  to  England.  The 
funtimilis  had  a  fair  trial  and  proved  a  failure. 
The  failure  of  the  fontinaliis  has  without  a  doubt 
prejudiced  the  minds  of  people  against  the  rain- 
bows, and  it  is  possible  that  on  that  account  the 
rainbows  have  not  yet  had  a  fair  trial.  However 
that  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  rainbow  trout 
has  been  made  the  object  of  attack  and  severe 
OTticism  in  various  English  publications,  and  has 
been  considered  as  an  unsuitable  fish  for  British 

*The  Rainbow  Trout.   By  C.  E.  Walker  and  0.  B. 
Patterson.   London  :  Lawrence  and  Bnllen,  Ltcl. 


waters.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rainbow  has  also 
found  many  friends  in  England,  who  claim  that  it 
is  a  highly  desirable  fish  for  that  or  any  other 
country. 

This  controversy,  which  I  am  happy  to  say  has 
not  been  characterised,  so  far  as  I  have  followed 
it,  by  any  asperity  of  feeling  or  speech,  has  brought 
out  a  very  sensible  and  well  prepared  book  by 
0.  S.  Patterson  and  Charles  Walker,  entitled 
"  The  Rainbow  Trout "  This  book,  although  it 
takes  sides  with  the  rainbow,  is  not  by  any  means 
an  extravagant  eulogy  of  the  fish.  It  appears  to 
contain  a  fair  and  not  exaggerated  statement  of 
the  good  qualities  of  the  rainbow  trout,  while  the 
specific  object  of  the  book  is  to  show  why  it  has 
not  succeeded  in  Britain,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
propose  conditions  under  which  its  introduction 
can  be  made  successful.  Although  the  book  is 
obviously  a  defence  of  the  rainbow  trout,  there  is 
underlying  it  aU  the  evidence  of  a  sincere  desire 
to  bring  out  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  to  give  the 
rainbow  a  fair  trial  without  advancing  any 
unreasonable  claims  for  it,  or  asking  for  the  fish 
anything  more  than  it  deserves. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  writers  have  fairly 
accomplished  their  object.  Of  the  four  conclu- 
sions in  regard  to  the  rainbow  trout,  which  the 
authors  of  the  book  have  arrived  at,  and  which 
are  stated  on  page  22,  the  first  three  are  certainly 
correct  and  well-founded,  viz. :  (1)  that  the  rain- 
bows prefer  (comparatively)  deep  and  not  too 
swiftly  running  water,  and  are  not  averse  to  (com- 
parative) warmth ;  (2)  that  they  will  grow  quickly 
and  (3)  that  they  are  less  cannibalistic  than  the 
American  Fontinalis. 

The  fourth  conclusion,  that  the  rainbows  will 
show  little  or  no  tendency  to  go  to  the  sea,  I  am 
not  so  sure  about.  It  may  be  correct,  but  I  think 
that  at  present  the  verdict  must  be  "not  proven." 
Is  there  any  trout  that  will  not  go  to  the  sea  when 
it  has  a  good  opportunity  ?  It  is  true  that  the 
McCloud  river  rainbows  do  not  go  to  the  sea  from 
their  native  stream ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
two  hundred  miles  and  more  of  warm  water  between 
them  and  the  ocean  is  doubtless  a  sufficient  reason 
for  their  not  going. 

The  position  taken  by  this  book  that  the  rain- 
bows have  not  succeeded  in  Britain  because  they 
have  not  been  placed  in  proper  waters,  and  that 
they  would  have  succeeded  if  they  had  been 
placed  in  proper  waters,  seems  to  be  a  very 
sensible  one,  and  one  that  time_  will  doubtless 
prove  to  be  sound.  The  conclusions  which  the 
writers  state  on  page  37  are  also  undoubtedly 
sound  and  correct.  They  seem  to  hit  the  case  so 
exactly  that  I  will  quote  them  verbatim.  They 
are : 

"  1.  The  rainbow  will  always  fail  if  put  in  cold 
waters,  escaping  from  them  if  possible,  but  if  not, 
gradually  dying  off. 

"  2.  The  rainbow  does  well  in  aU  warm  waters, 
especially  where  the  temperature  is  subject  to 
little  change. 

"  3.  It  lives  and  breeds  freely  where  neither 
fontinalis  nor  fario  will  thrive." 

If  these  points  are  carefully  kept  in  mind  in 
the  future  introduction  of  rainbow  trout  into 
England,  I  think  that  future  results  will  be  much 
more  favourable  than  those  of  the  past,  and  that 
it  is  quite  probable  that  Irideus  vrill  become  a 
favourite  fish  in  England  wherever  it  finds  a  con- 
genial environment.  Too  much  stress  cannot  be 
laid,  in  my  opinion,  on  the  first  of  these  state- 
ments, viz.,  "  that  the  rainbow  will  always  fail  if 
put  in  cold  waters,  escaping  from  them  if  possible, 
but  if  not,  gradually  dying  off."  Here  lies,  I 
believe,  the  main  secret  of  the  whole  matter.  In 
many  years'  experience  with  these  fish,  I  have 
never  known  a  mature  rainbow  to  live  in  ice 
water.  Ice  water  is  something  that  they  know 
nothing  about.  The  McCloud  river  proper,  where 
the  var.  Shasta  is  native,  is  formed  all  at  once  by 
one  vast  spring  that  issues  from  the  side  of  Mt. 
Shasta,  a  mountain  over  14,000ft.  in  height.  The 
stream  never  freezes.  In  the  coldest  winter  that 
I  have  known  there  the  temperature  of  the  water 
never  fell  below  38^'  Fahr.  No  native  McCloud 
river  trout  (S.  irideus  Shasta)  ever  felt  the  sensa- 
tion of  being  in  ice  water.  It  is,  therefore,  a  very 
fair  conclusion  to  arrive  at,  that  they  are  not 
adapted  to  extremely  cold  water,  and  will  avoid  it 
when  they  can. 

I  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  saying  a 
word  of  my  own  for  this  beautiful  fish,  on  the 
banks  of  whose  native  stream,  the  McCloud  river 


of  California,  I  have  passed,  off  and  on,  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  of  my  life.  I  shall  iiever 
forget  the  animation  which  pervaded  our  little 
community,  the  gathering  of  rods,  the  preparing 
of  lines,  the  selection  of  flies,  during  th-.  Ia«t 
days  which  preceded  the  opening  of  the  trout 

And  on  the  opening  day  itself,  the  pride  and 
enthusiasm  and  the  happy  faces  of  the  fishermen 
as  they  came  in  at  night,  one  after  another,  dis- 
playing their  strings  of  beautiful  golden  rain- 
bows. It  was  a  sight  that  cannot  be  recalled 
without  keen  interest  and  pleasure,  and  a  strong 
yearning  for  the  beautiful  river  where  it  occurred. 

As  the  season  advanced,  fishermen  of  both 
sexes  and  all  ages  came  from  all  directions  to  fish 
for  rainbows  in  the  McCloud,  and  it  became  the 
custom  of  nearly  the  whole  of  our  little  settle- 
ment, men,  women,  and  children,  at  the  end  of 
the  hot  summer  days,  to  go  out  with  rod  and  line 
in  quest  of  these  beautiful  fish.  The  passion  for 
fishing  seemed  to  seize  the  whole  community  at 
these  times,  and  it  was  a  very  pretty  picture  that 
they  made,  as  the  sun  was  going  down  below  the 
hills,  these  anglers,  men  here,  ladies  there,  and 
little  boys  and  girls  not  far  off,  all  dotting  the 
river  banks  up  and  down  as  far  as  one  could  see. 

And  the  sport  was  good.  The  fish  were  so 
abundant  that  almost  aU  efforts  were  weU 
rewarded,  both  in  the  number  and  size  of  the 
captures,  the  largest  fish  usually  weighing 
between  41b.  and  51b.,  whUe  the  smallest  hardly 
ever  weighed  much  less  than  lib. 

This  having  been  my  pleasant  experience  with 
Rainbow  trout,  I  cannot  help  wishing  that  every 
trout  stream  in  Britain  could  be  like  the  beauti- 
ful McCloud,  if  it  were  possible,  in  the  quantity 
and  size  of  its  Rainbows.  This,  of  course,  is 
such  a  wish  as  only  visits  us  in  dreams,  but  to 
come  down  to  plain,  practical  reality,  it  seems  to 
me  that  if  the  Rainbow  trout  could  be  introduced 
into  suitable  British  waters,  where  it  will  supplant 
only  coarser  and  less  valuable  fish,  it  would  be  a 
consummation  much  to  be  desired. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  exaggerate  the  good 
qualities  of  the  Rainbow.  As  a  table  fish,  he 
does  not  approach  the  Atlantic  salmon  (Salrno 
saZar),  andhe  is  in  this  respect  far  behind  the 
eastern  brook  trout  {S.  fontinalis).  Neither  does 
he,  in  my  opinion,  merit  the  distinction  given  him 
by  Mr.  Noel  (p.  30),  of  being  the  gamest  fish  we 
have,  that  is,  if  he  means  the  gamest  fish  m  the 
United  States,  but  take  him  for  all  m  aU,  the 
Rainbow  trout  is  a  beautiful,  and  when  tuU 
grown,  a  magnificent  fish,  gstme  enough  to  satisty 
any  reasonable  angler,  and  when  prime,  a 
delicious  fish  for  the  table. 

Before  closing,  I  may  perhaps  be  pardoned  tor 
alluding  to  some  trivial  errors  in  this  valuable 
little  book,  which  I  have  no  doubt  the  authors 
themselves  will  be  glad  to  have  noticed,  especially 
as  they  do  not  in  the  least  affect  the  correctness 
of  the  reasoning,  or  of  the  conclusions  of  the 
book,  both  of  which  are  very  sound.          ,  . 

On  page  25,  I  am  quoted  as  saying  that  the 
temperature  of  the  water  at  Baird  varies  "  from 
28°  F.  in  December,  &c."  This,  of  course,  is  seen 
at  once  to  be  a  misprint,  as  liquid  water  at  28  F. 
is  an  impossibility. 

On  page  27,  we  read  that  "in  1881,  the  whole 
of  the  hatcheries"  (on  the  McCloud)  "were 
destroyed  by  a  very  violent  winter  flood.  It  is 
true  that  the  winter  flood  was  violent  enough,— it 
might  even  be  called  terrible,— for  this  mountain 
stream,  formidable  even  at  low  water,  rose  -bf t. 
and  swept  large  buildings  before  it  like  empty 
egg  shells ;  but  the  flood  destroyed  the  salmon 
breeding  station  only.  The  trout  breeding  station, 
four  miles  farther  up  the  river,  was  not  seriously 
injured,  and  successive  shipments  of  Rainbow 
trout  eggs  were  made  from  therejto  the  eastern 
states  every  year  from  1880  to  1887. 

On  page  31  it  is  stated  that  "  Michigan  has  a 
much  milder  winter  climate  than  any  other 
eastern  state."  I  doubt  if  facts  will  bear  out  this 
statement.  It  is  true  that  Michigan  is  surrounded 
on  three  sides  by  water,  but  the  winter  climate  in 
parts  pf  Michigan  is  very  severe,  much  colder 
than  many  eastern  states.  Michigan  has  certainly 
not  a  "warm,  equable"  climate,  as  would  be 
inferred  from  remarks  on  page  32.  Indeed,  the 
climate  is  quite  the  reverse. 

Allow  me  to  mention  that  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  book  we  are  discussing,  in  speaking  of  waters 
that  are  suited  to  rainbow  trout,  does  not  give 
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quite  suflScient  weight  to  the  temperature  of  the 
water,  as  compared  with  the  temperature  of  the 
air.  I  am,  of  course,  stating  a  self-evident 
proposition  when  I  say  that  if  the  water  is  warm 
enough  for  the  fish,  it  is  no  matter  what  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air  is. 

I  thoroughly  agree  with  the  writers  of  the  book, 
that  rainbow  trout  wiU  neither  thrive  nor  stay  in 
streams  that  freeze  over  in  the  winter.  They  are, 
comparatively  speaking,  a  warm  water  fish.  In 
their  native  habitat  they  do  not  know  what  ice 
water  is,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  freezing  water  is 
very  distasteful  to  them — to  say  the  least ;  but  at 
the  same  time  they  would  live  in  a  great  spring 
stream  like  the  McCloud  in  California,  or  the 
Caledonia  in  New  York,  even  in  a  climate  where 
the_  air  temperature  gets  quite  low,  because  in 
spring-fed  streams  like  these  they  could  find  in 
almost  every  temperate  latitude  water  not 
excessively  cold.  Something  like  this  may 
account  for  the  success  of  the  rainbows  in 
Michigan,  though  I  have  not  facts  at  present  to 
bear  out  the  suggestion.  Here  let  me  add  that 
it  is  a  common  error  to  suppose  that  the  carmine 
band  is  constant  on  the  rainbow  trout.  It  is  not 
so  by  any  means.  At  times  young  fish,  and  even 
older  fish,  females  especially,  will  not  show  it  at 
aU,  or  if  it  appears  at  all,  it  is  hardly  perceptible, 
in  the  McCloud  river  it  is  brightest  and  most 
marked  in  the  males,  and  especially  at  the  spawn- 
ing season.  But  it  is  no  proof  that  a  fish  is  not  a 
genuine  rainbow  because  the  red  stripe  is  not 
perceptible. 

I  may  mention  here  that  it  seems  to  be  pretty 
generally  conceded  now  in  America  that  the 
ancestor  of  the  rainbow  and  steelheads  is  one  and 
the  same  fish,  those  of  its  progeny  that  habitually 


British  waters  and  may  become  a  much  esteemed 
and  welcome  guest.  Livingston  Stone. 

[We  feel  sure  that  this  is  a  most  interesting  and 
valuable  contribution  and  well  worthy  the  most 
careful  consideration  by  all  concerned  in  any  way 
with  the  rainbow  trout,   We  asked  Mr.  Livingston 
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Several  different  views  were  expressed  upon  the 
subject,  and  since  that  time  I  have  taken  occasion 
to  measure  falls  in  several  rivers  where  salmoiii 
were  leaping,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  how 
far  a  salmon  can  leap.  The  question  allows  ^ 
some  elaboration,^  and  several  important  factoM 
must  be  taken  into  consideration.  First,  thi 
character  of  the  "  take-off,"  or,  in  other  words, 
the  water  from  which  the  salmon  starts  below  the 
falls.  If  he  can  start  from  a  quiet,  deep  pool  or 
eddy  just  below  the  falls,  he  can  make  a  much 
higher  leap  than  if  he  must  start  from  broken 
water  or  shallow  water.  In  some  rivers  salmon  are 
much  longer  and  slenderer  than  in  others,  and  the 
slender  salmon  make  much  higher  leaps  than  the 
more  robust  ones.  A  fresh  run  salmon  may  be  so 
fat  that  he  is  clumsy,  and  not  able  to  do  his  best 
at  leaping,  but  after  three  or  four  weeks  spent  in 
the  river,  he  may  perform  some  remarkable 
acrobatic  feats.  In  the  Washecootai  River  1  have 
seen  salmon  thrown  back  time  and  again  from  a 
leap  of  about  Bft.,  and  do  not  remember  ever 
having  seen  a  salmon  make  more  than  an  8ft. 
leap  in  that  river.  On  the  Olomana  River  I  have 
seen  salmon  thrown  back  repeatedly  from  a  leap  of 
loft.,  but  having  been  foiled  several  times  in  sue-' 
l  ession,  these  fish  jumped  approximately  14ft.  on 
two  occasions,  and  Ifift.  in  one  instance,  while  I 
was  watching  them.  On  the  Kegashka  River  I 
have  seen  salmon  leap  about  12ft.,  but  in  this 
river  the  leaping  place  was  not  where  I  could 
measure  the  height  of  the  chosen  spot.  On  the 
Coal  River,  in  Newfoundland,  salmon  seem  to 
have  difficulty  in  clearing  8ft.  of  fall,  and  this  is 
due  probably  to  the  character  of  the  rocks  beneath 
the  fall,  but  as  the  water  from  which  they  leaped 
was  white  water,  I  could  not  see  the  character  of 


went  to  the  ocean  becoming  steelheads,  and  those 
that  remained  habitually  in  fresh  water  becoming 
rainbows. 

The  little  slips  above  mentioned  are,  however, 
hardly  worth  mentioning,  and  they  certainly  do 
not  affect  the  soundness  of  the  conclusions  of  the 
book,  which  are  well  reasoned  out,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  incontravertible. 

I  agree  cordially  with  the  position  taken  in 
regard  to  the  rainbow  trout,  by  the  distinguished 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  that  great  caution 
should  be  exercised  in  introducing  rainbow  trout 
into  British  waters,  not,  if  I  understand  his 
position  correctly,  because  the  presence  of  the 
fish  will  be  an  injury,  but  because  if  planted 
promiscuously,  without  regard  to  suitable  condi- 
tions, the  result  will  be  disappointment  and 
useless  expense  I  agree  entirely  with  this  posi- 
tion of  Mr.  M^rston.  Indeed,  no  one  has  had 
more  reason  than  myself  for  acknowledging  the 
futility  and  folly  of  placing  new  varieties  of  fishes 
in  waters  that  are  not  congenial  to  them,  but  if  in 
the  future  introduction  of  rainbow  trout  into 
Britain,  the  warnings  of  this  little  book  are  heeded, 
and  the  trout  are  placed  in  such  waters  as  the 
book  recommends,  and  under  the  safe  guards 
which  it  provides,  I  think  the  rainbow  trout  of 
California  may  yet  be  successfully  established  in 


Stone  to  review  Messrs.  Walker  and  Patterson's 
work,  because  we  doubt  if  anyone  living  has  more 
experience  of  the  fish  than  he  has.  He  is  the 
U.  S.  Deputy  Fish  Commissioner  and  was  in 
charge  of  the  government  salmon  boundary  station 
on  the  Pacific  Coast,  he  was  formerly  secretary  of 
the  American  Fish  Culturist's  Association,  and  he 
is  the  author  of  '"Domesticated  Trout,  How  to 
Breed  and  Grow  Them,"  which  has  long  been  a 
standard  text  book  among  pisciculturists.  Mr. 
Stone  has  stated  our  position  exactly,  except  that 
we  also  think  it  a  mistake  to  introduce  rainbows 
into  any  of  our  rivers,  in  which  our  native  S.fario 
does  well.  If  the  rainbow  will  do  well  in  waters 
which  are  not  suitable  for  our  native  trout,  then 
by  all  means  let  them  be  introduced. — Ed.] 


THE  SALMON'S  LEAP. 


A  FEW  years  ago,  in  a  fishermen's  nook  in 
London,  we  were  discussing  the  height  to  which  a 
salmon  could  leap,  and  an  Englishman  stated  that 
he  had  known  salmon  to  make  a  clean  leap  of 
20ft.  perpendicularly.  This  was  questioned  by  a 
Scotchman  present,  who  said  that  he  had  been  on 
many  a  salmon  river,  and  had  never  yet  seen  the 
salmon  that  could  clear  KJft.  perpendicularly. 


the  "take  off."  On  the  north  branch  of  the 
Humber  River  salmon  were  leaping  very  much 
higher  with  ease  over  falls  similar  in  character  to 
those  of  the  Coal  River. 

The  highest  leaping  that  I  have  ever  seen  was 
on  the  first  falls  of  the  White  Bear  River  in 
Labrador.  The  salmon  in  this  river  are  not  large, 
andtheadult  fish  weigh  quite  uniformlyfrom  81b.  to 
101b. ;  but  they  are  very  slender,  and  have 
tremendously  broad  tails.  A  photograph  of  one 
of  those  salmon  of  101b.  weight  placed  by  the  side 
of  a  sea  trout  of  4slb.  weight  shows  the  breadth  of 
tail  and  the  more  graceful  outlines  of  the  salmon 
of  this  river.  I  measured  the  height  to  which  the 
salmon  were  leaping,  approximately,  by  standing 
over  the  falls  and  letting  my  line  run  from  the  top 
of  the  falls  into  the  pool  below,  and  this  line  was 
marked  with  knots  3ft.  apart,  so  that  while  the 
distances  were  not  measured  accurately,  I  was  able 
to  determine  that  most  of  the  salmon  leaping  the 
falls  at  this  point  were  making  a  leap  of  about 
12ft.  Salmon  would  occasionally  leap  far  past 
this  chosen  spot  into  another  chosen  spot,  which 
was  approximately  18ft.  from  the  pool  below. 

I  photographed  salmon  in  the  air,  making  these 
two  leaps,  and  all  but  two  that  are  shown  in  the 
photographs  were  making  the  12ft.  leap.  One 
that  made  the  18ft.  leap  is  the  salmon  which 
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hows  largest  in  the  photograph,  as  he  passed  in 
lis  flight  very  close  to  the  projecting  rock  upon 
fhich  I  sat.  The  other  one  making  the  18ft.  leap 
3  the  one  with  the  tail  curved  downward,  and 
coking  rather  indistinct  in  the  photograph.  I 
)elieve  that  the  salmon  use  the  tail  for  propulsion 
?hile  in  the  air,  as  most  of  them  continue  while 
n  air  the  movements  which  they  make  in  travel- 
ing through  the  water.  When  they  are  near  the 
;nd  of  the  flight  the  pectoral  fins  are  spread,  the 
ail  becomes  rigidly  fixed  and  the  salmon  sails 
nto  the  spot  that  he  has  selected  for  an  alighting 
>lace.    The  photogi-aphs  brought  out  this  point. 

Reducing  the  question  to  one  of  mechanics,  we 
nay  estimate  that  a  salmon  of  101b.  weight  leap- 
ng  from  a  still  pool  requires  an  initial  velocity 
it  I  the  moment  of  leaving  the  water  of  eighteen 
niles  an  hour,  in  order  to  have  momentum 
lufficient  to  cany  him  12ft.  perpendicularly.  A 
elocity  of  twenty-three  miles  an  hour  is  required 
or  carrying  this  same  fish  18ft.  perpendicialarly. 
—Robert  T.  Morris,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


CHE  STONE  FLY  AND  ITS  LARVA. 


Although  during  the  past  twenty  years  I 
lave  occasionally  published  descriptions  of  the 
Stone  Fly  and  its  artificial   dressings,  some 

Larva  of  Peula  bipuxctata  (Pictet). 


identical  with  the  insect  so  called  by  Pictet  and  < 
Curtis — and  is  probably  the  species  most  generally  i 
known  to  anglers  as  the  Stone  Fly,  since  angling 
writers  generally  refer  to  the  male  fly  being  much  1 
smaller  than  the  female.  i 

I  have  copied  Pictet's  illustrations  of  his  Perla  i 
hiim)ictata  and  Perla  cephalotes,  drawn  from  the 
natural  insects  natural  size.  It  will  be  seen  that  i 
the  former  is  a  larger  fly  both  in  the  male  and 
female,  and  whereas  in  both  species  the  male  is 
smaller  than  the  female,  in  P.  cephalotes  he  is 
much  smaller. 

Pictet  points  out  that  the  general  resemblance  ; 
of  some  of  the  Phryganidae  (sedges)  to  the  Perlidtc  i 
(Stone  Flies)  has  given  rise  to  the  en-oneous  idea  ; 
that  the  Stone  Fly  lives  in  a  case  like  the  sedge, 
which  it  never  does  or  can  do,  in  fact,  if  it  were 
enclosed  in  a  case  from  head  to  tail  like  the 
sedge  larvae  it  would  be  unable  to  move  about,  as 
the  case  would  imprison  the  legs.    In  the  larva, 
or  grub,  of  the  true  caddis  flies  the  feet  are  placed 
close  up  near  the  head,  and  can  easily  be  protruded 
when  the  insects  wants  to  crawl  about. 

Pictet  says  that  the  larvas  of  the  Stone  Flies 
are  found  principally  in  the  roughest  parts  of 
swift  streams.  Usually  the  young  larva  emerges 
from  the  egg  (deposited  in  the  water  some  time 
before  by  the  perfect  insect)  in  the  summer  or 
autumn.   These  larvae  grow  to  about  middle  size 

Stone  Flt. 


often  the  prey  of  insects  stronger  than  them- 
selves. 

The  nymph  of  the  Stone  Fly  only  differs  from 
the  larva  in  having  the  rudiments  of  wings  (i.e., 
as  the  larva  grows  the  rudiments  of  wings 
appear  on  it). 

The  larva;  of  the  Stone  Flies  crawl  about  among 
the  stones  and  rocks  which  form  the  bed  of  the 
river,  the  larger  species  preferring  the  most  rapid 
parts  of  the  stream,  those  parts  where  the  stream 
is  gentle  and  the  surface  smooth  being  rarely 
inhabited  by  these  insects.  They  swim  but  little, 
although  the  long  hairs  with  which  the  feet  of 
some  species  are  provided  would  appear  to  furnish 
a  powerful  swimming  organ.  It  is  generally  only 
when  frightened  that  one  sees  them  quit  the 
ground  and  allow  themselves  to  be  carried  down 
by  the  cui-rent  to  a  new  hiding  place ;  in  this  case 
they  guide  themselves  as  much  with  the  feet  as 
with  the  abdomen.  As  a  rule  the  larvas  live  under 
the  stones,  selecting  places  where  the  rough 
surfaces  of  stones  and  rocks  approach  each  other, 
and  thus  afliord  a  secure  retreat.  Their  steel -like 
hooks  or  claws  enable  them  to  cling  firmly  to 
smooth  surfaces  and  under  horizontal  planes  (like 
flies  to  a  ceiling). 

When  the  time  arrives  for  the  last  change  the 
nymph  leaves  the  water  and  seeks  a  suitable  place 
in  which  to  undergo  it,  selecting  sometimes  a 


Figs.  1  and  2.  Female  fly  of  Perla  bipnnctata.     Fig.  3.  Male  fly  of  ditto. 

beyond  the  end  of  wings). 


(Note  that  the  double  tail  extends 


Natural  size. 


Stone  Flt  Larva 
OS  "Crbbper." 


Fbmalb  Stonb  Fly, 


Male  Stone  Fly. 


UuT*  of  Perla  cepha- 
lot«»  (Cartis). 


Female  of  Perla  cephalotes  (Cartisj  showing  wings  closed  and  wings  expanded. 
(Note  that  the  double  tail  does  not  extend  beyond  end  of  wings). 


Fig.  1.  Perla  cephalotes  male  newly  hatched,  wing.s  folded.  Fig.  2.  Ditto, 
when  older  and  towards  the  end  of  its  life,  wings  folded.  Fig.  3.  Ditto, 
with  wings  expanded. 


r«cent  correspondence  on  the  subject  shows  that 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  uncertainty  about  the 
identity  of  the  insect  in  question.  It  also  shows 
that  one  ought  not  to  trust  to  memory,  for,  in 
answering  one  correspondent,  I  said  that  the 
Stone  Fly  in  the  larva  or  grub  stage  of  its 
existence  lives  in  a  case  or  caddis,  which  was, 
of  course,  a  mistake,  and  one  I  ought  not  to  have 
made,  having  often  studied  Pictet's  superb  work, 
and  more  recently  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford's 
invaluable  "  Dry  J'ly  Entomology." 

The  following  notes  and  accompanying  illus- 
trations are  from  Pictet's  "  Famille  des 
Perlides  " : 

Pictet  points  out  that  the  term  hicaudata  is 
applied  by  different  naturalists  to  different 
species  of  the  Stone  Flies.  Ronalds  calls  the  fly 
he  refers  to  Perhi  hicav.dafa ;  Mr.  Malloch,  of 
Perth,  writing  in  the  Fixlnng  Gazette  the  other 
day,  refera  to  Perla  hvavwlata;  Mr.  Halford 
gives  as  the  Stone  Fly  Ferlo,  cephaloten,  which  ia 


at  the  beginning  of  the  winter.  It  is  probable 
they  keep  as  much  as  possible  at  the  bottom  of 
the  deep  water  in  the  winter,  as  the  temperature 
is  more  even  there  ;  in  fact,  in  cold  weather  it  is 
very  difiicult  to  find  them  at  all,  and  you  do  not 
find  them  near  the  banks.  In  the  spring  they 
approach  the  sides  and  grow  more  rapidly,  and 
then  change  to  the  fly  stage  of  their  existence, 
some  with  the  first  fine  days,  others  later  in  the 
year. 

Stone  Flies  are  found  chiefly  in  swift  streams, 
especially  in  the  streamy  parts  where  broken  by 
rocks,  &c. 

The  larva;  of  the  different  species  of  this  family 
are  all  exclusively  carnivorous,  feeding  on  small 
aquatic  insects,  chiefly  on  the  larva;  of  the 
Epbemerida;*  (duns),  and  in  revenge  they  are 


*  This  fact  should  be  remembered  when  it  is  a  qaestion 
of  introducing  Stone  Flies  into  waters  not  producing 
them.— R.  B.  M. 


large  stone,  or  a  wall,  or  the  trunk  of  a  tree  or 
stem  of  a  plant.  They  only  wait  until  they  have 
found  a  suitable  place,  which  sometimes  takes 
them  some  yards  from  the  banks  of  their  native 
river.  It  is  necessary  for  them  to  be  able  to  place 
themselves  on  a  rather  rough  siu'face  so  as  to  get 
a  firm  hold  with  their  claws  during  the  changing 
of  the  skin.  When  they  are  sufficiently  firmly 
fixed  they  await  during  some  moments  an  event, 
analogous  to  that  which  takes  place  with  many 
other  insects,  which  will  free  them  from  their 
outer  skin.  This  is  the  formation  of  a  bed  or 
layer  of  air  between  the  old  and  the  new  skin. 
The  action  of  heat  and  dryness  appears  to 
influence  the  development  of  this  layer  of  air,  the 
principal  cause  of  which  is  not  well  known,  but 
the  effects  of  which  are  easy  to  appreciate.  This 
air  gradually  distends  the  outer  skin  until  it  is 
entirely  detached  from  the  inner;  increasing  in 
volume  it  makes  a  sort  of  inflation,  which,  in  con- 
junction with  the  movements  of  the  insect,  ends 
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in  a  longitudinal  splitting  of  the  skin  of  the 
thorax,  out  of  which  comes  first  the  body  of  the 
insect,  then  the  rings  of  the  thorax,  then 
the  head  and  antennae,  then  the  wings  unfold. 
Then  the  insect  withdraws  the  feet  from  their 
sheaths,  which  are  held  in  place  by  the  hooks, 
takes  a  fresh  hold  with  these  organs,  and  is  thus 
enabled  to  pull  out  of  the  old  case  its  abdomen 
and  silk  tails  (whisks,  as  the  fly  makers  cull 
them).  The  old  skin  or  larva  coat  remains 
adhering  to  the  place  selected  by  the  insect  for 
changing  it.  On  examining  it  closely,  the  whole 
external  organs  of  the  insect  are  seen  to  be  repre- 
sented, because  all,  even  to  the  corner  of  the  eye, 
have  left  their  skin  there,  some  entire  organs 
have  been  left  behind,  such  as  the  respiratory 
tufts  (Jwuppes  respiratoires),  and  in  some  kinds 
the  whisks.  Traces  of  internal  organs  are  also 
found. 

At  the  moment  of  emerging  from  the  nymph 
skin,  the  Perlidse  have  not  their  full  strength  or 
characteristic  colouring ;  they  are  rather  softer 
and  clearer  than  they  will  presently  become,  a 
circumstance  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  distinguish- 
ing species.  In  any  case,  after  a  few  hours,  or  it 
may  be  after  a  few  minutes  even,  the  integuments 
become  firm  enough  under  the  action  of  the  air  to 
enable  the  insect  to  fly. 

The  flight  is  heavy,  horizontal,  and  straight ; 
the  flies  have  difl&culty  in  rising,  and  can  only  do 
so  at  a  very  slight  incline.  The  least  blow  stops 
them,  and  they  fall  readily  if  touched,  the  larger 
species  appearing  to  be  in  this  respect  even  less 
agile  than  the  smaller  ones. 

The  Stone  Flies  live  usually  on  the  banks  of 
their  native  streams,  and  rarely  wander  far  away  ; 
they  are  found  on  stones,  walls,  and  bushes,  some 
species  having  different  habits  in  this  respect. 
None  of  our  European  species  take  any  nourish- 
ment ;  the  rudimentary  character  of  the  mouth 
organs  account  for  this.  Thus,  the  Stone  Fly 
lives  but  a  few  days,  and,  like  so  many  other 
insects,  appears  to  arrive  at  the  perfect  state 
solely  to  give  birth  to  a  new  generation. 

The  males  and  females  couple  soon  after 
changing  their  nymph  skins  ;  but  not  in  the  air, 
the  male  being  minus  the  caudal  forceps  which 
permit  the  May  Flies,  Duns,  &c.,  to  hold  the 
female  in  the  air. 

The  eggs  are  in  loose  packets  and  easily 
separated,  not  being  surrounded  by  any  viscous 
matter.  Pictet  was  not  able  to  observe  how  the 
females  deposit  their  eggs,  but  thought  that  they 
simply  let  them  drop  into  the  water  as  they  fly 
over  it.  He  had  never  seen  them  enter  the 
water,  as  some  of  the  Phryganidse  do,  in  order 
to  deposit  their  eggs  beneath  stones  under  the 
water.* 

This  interesting  description  of  the  life  history 
of  the  Stone  Fly  is  general  of  the  species,  and,  as 
Pictet  points  out,  may  vary  a  little  in  some 
particulars  in  some  branches  of  the  family,  but 
as  his  work  extends  to  over  400  pages  I  cannot 
follow  him  more  closely  in  this  place,  except  to 
note  with  regard  to  the  illustrations  that : 

1.  Perla  bipunctata  is,  according  to  Pictet,  the 
largest  of  the  European  Stone  Flies,  and  the  two 
sexes  presenting  less  difference  in  size  than  is  the 
case  with  many  others.  It  is  found  over  a  great 
part  of  Europe,  including,  according  to  Newman, 
England. 

2.  Perla  cephalotes. — This  species  of  Stone  Fly 
is  remarkable  for  the  great  disproportion  between 
the  size  of  the  male  and  female — the  male,  as 
already  noted,  being  so  much  smaller.  The 
wings  of  the  male  fly  are  quite  rudimentary,  not 
fit  for  flying,  and  not  longer  than  the  abdomen 
when  alive ;  in  dead  specimens  when  the  body  is 
dry  it  shrinks  so  as  to  appear  much  shorter  than 
the  wings,  the  latter  are  brown,  rounded,  with 
strong  markings.  Another  handsome  species  of 
Stone  Fly  figured  and  described  by  Pictet  is 
Perla  marginata,  also  found  in  this  country,  the 
female  closely  resembles  P.  cephalotes  in  figure 
and  colour,  but  there  can  be  no  mistaking  the 
males,  as  Perla  marginata  has  long  wings. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ohlson,  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  I  am  sending  out  some  special 
bottles  for  collecting  water  flies  and  larvai ,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  have  the  names  and  addresses  of 
any  anglers  who  will  undertake  to  collect  speci- 
mens ;  instructiona  as  to  description,  &c.,  will  be 

*  I  have  ofton  noticed  when  turning  over  stones  in  the 
middle  of  a  trout  stream  many  larvuo  adhering  in  a  row 
side  by  side,  like  sacks  of  flour  in  a  mill. — R.  B,  M, 


sent.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  Stone  Fly  larvae  now 
and  some  flies  when  they  hatch  out. 

With  the  trout  eggs  I  found  in  the  stomachs  of 
the  grayling  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  from 
the  Yore,  the  last  week  in  January  last,  there 
were  also  larvae  of  Stone  Flies. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


"FIRST  BLOOD.' 


The  Dee  was  all  out  of  it  on  the  opening  day. 
So  was  the  Don,  the  Deveron,  the  Spey,  and  the 
Ness,  and  the  other  eighty  and  one  Scotch  salmon 
streams  which  opened  on  that  auspicious  day. 
The  fresh,  which  set  in  the  previous  Thursday, 
continued  throughout  Friday,  and  was  even 
augmented  by  local  rains,  and,  the  hopes  of  a  frost 
overnight  not  being  realised,  there  was  nothing 
for  it  but  to  face  the  music  to  a  flooded  river  in 
making  our  first  essay  of  the  season. 

The  prospects  were  not  of  the  brightest,  but  it 
was  the  opening  day,  when  enthusiasm  runs  high. 
Much  is  overlooked  on  such  occasions,  and  hope, 
borne  on  the  wings  of  pent-up  desire,  is  strong, 
dulling  the  worst  fears  and  giving  a  rosy  hue  to 
the  faintest  chance  of  any  favouring  condition, 
especially  on  the  opening  day. 

The  wish  was  father  to  the  thought  that 
matters  might  not  be  so  bad  after  all,  and 
although  there  were  grave  shakings  of  the  head 
with  the  older  anglers,  and  the  emphatic  "no 
use  "  from  those  who  had  been  at  the  river  on 
Friday  afternoon,  Saturday  morning  saw  us  tear- 
ing along  to  the  station  in  order  to  catch  an  early 
train  for  one  of  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee,  a 
whole  mile  of  water  being  placed  at  our  disposal 
for  the  opening  week  by  a  friend  who  did  not 
intend  coming  down  just  yet.  He  generally  lets 
the  first  week  or  so  of  the  season  slip  by,  especially 
on  an  opening  like  the  pi-esent,  when  the  weather 
and  water  conditions  have  been  somewhat  mixed, 
and  when  no  one  can  tell  for  two  days  on  end 
how  things  are  to  turn  out. 

On  a  whole  mile  of  water  there  are  always  some 
bits  here  and  there  where  a  fish  may  lurk  when 
the  pools  are  unrecognisable,  and  consequently 
unfishable,  andtothese  likely  places  we  determined 
to  devote  our  attentions.  It  was  on  such  that  our 
hopes  depended,  and,  recalling  how  often  this 
backwater  here,  and  that  slack  bits  of  stream 
there,  this  bend  here  and  that  turn  there,  had 
served  us  on  many  a  former  day  when  flooded  out 
of  the  regular  pools,  it  was  wonderful  what  a 
cheery  state  of  mind  we  found  ourselves  drifting 
into  as  we  sped  along  over  the  eighteen  miles  of 
lower  Deeside  scenery,  bearing  but  few  traces  of 
the  adamantine  hand,  which  held  it  so  fast  in  its 
iron  frosty  grip  but  a  few  days  since. 

For  an  opening  day  the  weather  was  on  the 
whole  delightful.  The  mists  which  hung  over  the 
river  in  the  early  hours  were  dispelled  as  the 
morning  advanced,  and  the  early  spring  siin  came 
out  bright  and  strong  till  well  on  in  the  day,  when 
clouds  again  began  to  gather  and  a  slight  rain  fell 
at  intervals  tiU  night  closed  in.  After  the  rigours 
of  the  past  few  weeks,  the  genial  spring  day  was 
most  acceptable ;  and  on  this  point  at  least  the 
opening  day  was  voted  a  decided  success.  If  the 
river  was  not  all  that  could  be  desired,  the  weather 
was  no  drawback,  and  the  patch  of  blue  sky  so 
much  built  on  by  old  hands  was  all  there,  with  a 
few  yards  to  spare. 

The  road  from  the  station  landed  us  at  the 
centre  of  the  water,  and  true  to  old  traditions  the 
gaff  was  thrown  heavenwards  to  decide  whether 
we  should  commence  where  we  were,  or  proceed 
to  the  head  of  the  water.  The  first  throw  was 
not  very  decided,  as  it  fell  with  the  clip  pointing 
across  the  stream,  and,  accordingly,  a  second  shy 
had  to  be  made.  There  was  no  dubiety  about  the 
second  throw.  The  die  was  cast  for  the  head  of 
the  water,  and  to  the  head  of  the  water  we  went. 
Probably  the  twist  given  to  the  handle  of  the  gaff 
had  something  to  do  with  the  outcome  of  the 
auspice ;  but,  at  all  events,  it  was  quite  to  our 
liking,  and  what  we  would  have  chosen  without 
the  tomfoolery  of  calling  in  the  services  of  the 
gaff,  had  it  not  been  to  humour  old  Donald,  who 
would  have  been  hurt  had  we  not  commenced  the 
season's  operations  with  the  customary  eclat.  A 
brand  new  Gordon — the  king  of  Dee  flies — was 
put  up  to  take  the  "  cream  of  the  water,"  as 
Donald  put  it ;  and  "  tight  lines "  being  duly 
honoured  by  the  same  worthy,  with  many  other 


benedictions  on  the  coming  season,  and  with  hea\ 
wishes  for  a  good  day.  Although  this  was  said  ii 
a  somewhat  suspicious  and  doubtful  tone  of  voicti 
and  not  after  Donald's  usual  sanguine  manneilj 
the  day's  work  commenced  in  earnest. 

The  river,  if  big,  was  not  dirty,  and  there  w« 
no  call  for  heavy  casting.  Wading,  of  coura 
was  out  of  the  question  ;  but  I  have  ever  foua 
stocking  waders  very  serviceable,  although  pro 
bably  they  might  have  also  been  dispensed'  with 
only  that  one  can  follow  a  fish  with  mori 
comfort,  and,  at  times,  cover  a  fiat  or  back 
water  "  lie "  with  greater  facility  a  yard 
or  two  into  the  stream  than  from  2  ft.  or 
3ft.  of  a  bank  above  it.  It  may  be  pure  fancy  on 
my  part,  but  I  feel  more  "  at  home "  when 
casting,  say,  knee  deep  in  the  river  than  from  a 
bank  above.  Of  course  it  all  depends  on  the 
surroundings  of  the  pool  and  the  nature  of  the 
margin  of  the  river;  but  I  confess  to  a  pre- 
dilection for  getting  into  the  water  whenever  and 
wherever  I  can.  It  is  quite  the  opposite  with  a 
great  many  anglers  I  have  met  with,  and  they  are 
often  disappointed  with  fisheries  they  have  taken 
when  they  find  out,  on  arrival,  that  wading,  and 
especially  deep  wading,  is  absolutely  necessary 
before  getting  over  their  fish  properly  in  a  normal 
sized  water.  They  prefer  what  are  termed 
ladies'  reaches,  and  soon  get  disgusted  when  a  bit 
of  hard  wading  has  to  be  encountered  to  secure  a 
fish.  The  nature  of  the  fishery  in  this  respect 
should  be  fully  inquired  into  by  those  who  are 
timorous  of  wading  or  who  are  not  fully  and 
freely  at  home  when  off  the  bank.  Last  year  a 
gentleman  took  a  section  of  the  Dee  for  the 
spring  months  on  the  full  assurance  that  there 
would  be  little  or  no  wading  required  if  the  river 
kept  up.  After  the  first  week  the  river  fell  away 
to  dead  summer  level,  and  wading  became  an 
absolute  necessity.  It  continued  so  during  the 
second  week,  and  the  gentleman  left  in  disgust. 
As  there  was  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  rise  in 
the  water,  he  wrote  asking  the  proprietor  to  take 
the  water  off  his  hands  and  send  him  anything 
he  liked  in  return.  The  rental  was  £150  for  the 
season,  and  although  only  two  weeks  of  it  had 
gone,  all  he  got  in  return  was  a  cheque  for  £5. 
This  same  reach  was  worth  twice  as  much  in  a 
small  water  to  one  who  could  wade,  as  in  a  big 
one  to  anyone  fishing  off  the  bank.  Yet  it  was 
truthfully  enough  described  as  a  bank  water  if 
the  river  kept  up.    But  this  by  the  way. 

Knee  deep  I  was  covering  a  tempting  little 
hole  close  by  the  side  with  a  white-winged 
Akroyd,  which  I  had  changed  for  the  Gordon, 
when  the  rug  came,  followed  by  the  swish  of  a 
tail,  which  at  once  proclaimed  the  nature  of  the 
quarry. 

"He's  a  kelt,  Donald,"  I  yelled  to  the  old 
fellow,  as  he  came  tearing  along  the  bank  on 
seeing  me  engaged,  so  that  he  might  take  it  easy. 

"  Don't  be  too  sure  of  that,  sir,"  came  from  the 
sanguine  Donald.  But  I  was  not  mistaken. 
Down  the  water  it  went,  and  I  put  on  as  much  strain 
as  I  could  to  prevent  it  getting  out  into  the 
swollen  current,  else  there  was  no  saying  how  far 
it  might  compel  me  to  follow,  or  when  the  com- 
pact might  cease.  I  succeeded  in  keeping  it  well 
in  hand,  and  calling  to  mind  an  experience  of 
some  five  years  ago  on  the  opening  day,  when  the 
precious  part  of  a  whole  forenoon  was  devoted  to 
indulging  the  humours  of  big  kelt  over  some  three 
miles  of  the  Commonty  and  Blackball  Castle 
waters,  I  at  length  got  quite  savage  with  this  one, 
and,  nolens  volens,  soon  had  him  within  reach  of 
Donald's  gaff.  It  is  not  my  practice  to  gaff  a  kelt, 
but  here  I  had  no  option.  There  was  no  shallow  to 
run  it  into,  and  landing  nets  are  not  yet  made 
compulsory  on  the  Dee  during  the  opening 
months.  But  this  is  a  mistake,  and  profiting  by 
this  legal  loophole,  that  fish  was  gaffed,  and  so 
god  rid  of  within  twenty  minutes  of  having  been 
struck.  Another  run  with  a  second  kelt  followed, 
a  small  affair  this  time,  and  got  over  in  half  the 
time. 

Donald  and  I  then  had  lunch,  and  as  it  was 
beginning  to  cloud  up  a  bit  and  a  slight  drizzle  to 
fall,  skimmed  over  the  lower  part  of  the  water  tiU 
the  "Lang  Haugh"  was  reached,  a  favourite 
"  lie  "  in  a  spate,  and  only  fishable  in  a  big  water. 
At  any  other  time  it  makes  a  wading  ground  to 
get  at  the  pool  proper  farther  out.  As  the 
Akroyd  seemed  to  bring  only  "  kelt  sport," 
Donald  tied  up  a  Yellow  Gaudie  I  got  sent  me 
the  other  day  from  old  Blacklaws,  who,  although 


aieh  the  four  score  years  and  ten,  can  tie  and  cast 
1  ly  with  many  of  his  juniors.  The  Yellow 
Gaudie  did  it.  At  the  third  cast  I  was  into  a 
fine  fish— small,  but  game.  Away  it  went  like  a 
flash  up  the  water.  It  was  an  anxious  moment  or 
so  before  I  got  it  checked.  But  back  it  came 
with  the  current  at  the  bend  of  the  river,  and  for 
fully  five  minutes  I  held  him  in  the  teeth  of  it. 
Then  it  showed  beautifully  on  its  side,  and  then  a 
sort  of  helplessly  floated  right  round  to  Donald's 
feet;  "7ilb.,  sir,"  said  Donald  from  the  bank  a 
minute  or  two  later,  and  we  drank  to  the  "  first 
blood  "  of  the  season.  Gr.  M. 


GROUND-BAITING,  OVER-BAITING, 
ETC. 


In  most  open  waters  near  London,  during  the 
first  four  or  five  months  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season,  a  great  number  of  anglers  cast  in  far  too 
much  ground-bait,  and  the  fish  get  over-fed.  Con- 
sequently, indifferent  sport  is  the  result.  Take  the 
Thames  for  instance,  how  frequently  one  hears  of 
a  swim  having  been  baited  with  1000  worms. 
No  doubt  judicious  baiting  is  necessary  to  ensure 
success,  but  time  should  be  given  between  the 
baiting  and  commencing,  say  at  least  forty-eight 
hours.    Now,  many  anglers  ignore  this,  and  in  a 
river  like  the  Thames,  at  least  during  the  summer 
months,  the  immense  traffic  naturally  renders  the 
fish  shy,  especially  in  the  daytime  ;  the  result  is 
they  only  begin  to  feed  late  of  an  evening  and 
during  the  night.    I  have  frequently  proved  this 
fact  by  opening  one  or  two  of  the  fish  taken  at  day- 
break, when  I  have  found  them  full  of  ground- 
bait— bread  and  bran,  or  worms,  as  the  case  may 
be.  I  advise  anglers  to  open  several  of  the  fish  first 
caught,  one  can  then  tell  on  what  bait  they  are 
feeding.    On  one  occasion,  on  opening  a  chub 
I  found  it  full  of  cheese  paste ;  on  another,  I  opened 
several  roach  and  found  them  literally  gorged 
with  bread  and  bran ;  needless  to  say,  I  knew  at 
once  what  bait  to  use,  and  was  thus  successful. 
An  old  friend,  a  well-known  chub  and  barbel 
fisherman,  made  a  point  of  baiting  one  or  more 
swims  on  a  Thursday,  ready  for  Saturday  and 
Sunday ;  he  was  the  most  successful  angler  in  our 
club,  and  this  was  no  doubt  due  to  his  foresight. 
On  the  day  he  fished  he  used  very  little  ground - 
bait.    I  mention  this  because  one  frequently  sees 
anglers  with  large  bags  of  ground-bait,  which  they 
continually  cast  into  their  swims  ;  no  wonder  they 
catch  so  few  fish.    In  fact,  this  was  a  common 
practice  on  the  river  Lea  for  many  years  past ; 
but  now  most  of  the  best  roach  anglers  only  make 
up  the  top  of  a  half -quarten  loaf,  mixed  with  plenty 
of  bran.    A  piece  about  the  size  of  a  Norfolk 
dumpling  I  find  quite  enough  for  a  long  day's 
fishing.    Never  cross  bait  your  swim,  if  you  intend 
using  worms  for  a  hook-bait,  throw  in  a  few  cut 
up  worms ;  if  paste,  throw  in  a  few  pieces  about 
the  size  of  a  pea,  don't  over  do  it. 

An  instance  of  over-baiting,  or,  rather,  inju- 
dicious baiting,  occurred  on  the  river  Arun,  in  a 
swim  I  had  been  fishing  near  Bury,  and  doing 
well  at.    A  friend,  who  was  staying  down  for  his 
holiday,  procured  a  sack  of  grains,  and  mixed 
them  with  bullock's  blood,  casting  the  whole  mess 
into  the  swim  on  the  ebb  tide,  with  the  result  that 
few  fish  were  taken  in  the  swim  for  some  weeks,  for 
the  Arun  being  a  strong  tidal  river,  and  the  grains 
light,  on  the  run  up  of  the  tide  they  were  shifted 
further  up  the  river,  the  fish,  no  doubt,  going  with 
them.    On  the  following  Sunday  a  great  compe- 
tition was  held,  and,  strange  to  say,  one  of  the 
first  prizes  was  taken  by  an  angler  who  fished 
about  ten  yards  above  where  my  friend  had  put  in 
the  grains.    It  taught  my  friend  that  the  sort  of 
.  baiting  good  for  quiet  rivers  like  the  Medway 
and  Ouse  was  quite  out  of  place  at  Amberley. 
Most  of  the  anglers  on  the  Arun  squeeze  a  stiff 
piece  of  ground-bait  round  their  bullets.    This  is 
a  good  plan,  as  it  ensures  the  ground-bait  remain- 
ing for  a  time  close  to  the  baited  hook,  and  better 
than  casting  it  into  the  swim. 

I  shall  always  remember  my  first  visit  to  Rich 
mond-on-Thames.  I  was  a  lad  at  the  time,  and 
was  advised  to  take  plenty  of  carrion  gentles.  So 
procuring  six  quarts  at  Messrs.  Carter's  shop,  who 
kindly  pat  them  in  a  canvas  bag,  and  tied  the  bag 
up  with  string,  which  we  put  on  the  rack.  The 
train  was  just  on  the  point  of  starting  when  in 
rushed  an  elderly  lady.  There  was  no  smoking 
compartments  in  those  days,  but  that  did  not 


matter,  as  she  did  not  object  to  a  cigar,  and  asked 
us  to  allow  her  to  sit  with  her  back  to  the  engine, 
to  which  we  at  once  agreed,  and  so  changed 
places,  forgetting  all  about  our  traps.  For  some 
few  miles  all  went  well,  when,  all  at  once,  we  were 
startled  by  a  scream.  Now  all  anglers  know  how 
gentles  find  their  way  through  the  very  smallest 
aperture,  and  it  was  certainly  a  mistake  to  expect 
them  to  remain  quiet  for  long  in  a  bag  only  tied 
up  with  string.  The  lady  sat  quietly  reading, 
and  no  one  noticed  the  gentles  dropping  out  of 
the  bag  into  her  lap ;  fancy  her  horror  when  she 
noticed  she  was  nursing  twenty  or  thirty  of  these 
creatures.  Tou  can  easily  imagine  our  disgust, 
for  the  bottom  of  the  carriage  was  covered  with 
them.  The  old  lady  took  her  departure  at  the 
next  station,  leaving  I  and  my  friend  busy  scoop- 
ing them  up,  and,  in  spite  of  all  that  escaped,  we 
had  more  than  enough  for  a  week's  fishing,  let 
alone  a  single  day. 

I  have  often  been  asked  how  I  make  up  ground 
bait.  This  greatly  depends  upon  the  rivers  I  am 
going  to  fish ;  for  rivers  like  some  parts  of  the 
Ouse,  Medway  or  Lea,  with  but  little  stream,  your 
bait  may  be  made  much  lighter,  not  nearly  as  stifE 
as  for  a  strong  running  stream  such  as  the  Arun, 
or,  in  fact,  many  parts  of  the  Thames,  where  they 
add  more  bran  and  less  pollard,  or  allow  the 
bread  to  soak  longer,  but  beware  of  making  it  too 
soft,  this  is  a  great  fault  with  beginners.  I  advise 
them  only  to  make  enough  to  last  for  a  few 
hours,  then  make  up  some  fresh,  it  is  a  great 
mistake  to  use  stale  bait  of  any  kind.  When 
white  paste  fishing,  a  good  dodge  is  to  slightly 
damp  your  paste,  then  dip  it  into  a  bag  of  dry 
bran,  the  particles  of  loose  bran  flake  off,  and 
floating  away  help  to  attract  the  fish. 

There  are  so  many  little  dodges  known  to  our 
best  anglers,  that  of  late  years  roaching  has 
become  quite  an  art,  but  to  enumerate  all  would 
make  this  article  far  too  long.  In  these  days 
roach  are  not  so  easily  caught  as  in  Walton's 
time.  So  I  advise  novices  to  try  and  have  a  day 
or  two  with  an  up-to-date  roacher  in  order  to 
become  as  celebrated  some  day  as  J.  Osborn, 
Woodward,  and  many  other  well-known  roach 
fishermen.  On  the  Thames  many  anglers  use 
soft  clay,  dug  out  from  the  bank,  and  mix  it  with 
soaked  bread  (crust  and  crumb)  and  plenty  of 
bran.  Thames  professional  anglers  use  the  crust 
in  the  shape  of  a  cube,  this  being  a  favourite  bait 
on  this  river,  but  I  seldom  found  it  of  much 
use  on  the  Lea  and  certain  other  rivers.  In 
making  up  ground-bait  most  Lea  men  never  use 
crust. 

Foul  haiiing— In  my  long  experience  as  an 
angler  I  have  seen  many  instances  of  swims  being 
spoilt.  On  one  occasion,  being  a  subscriber  at 
Benningfield's  water  on  the  Lea,  a  swim  where  I 
had  been  very  successful  was  for  a  time  spoilt ; 
in  fact,  made  unfishable,  hair  line  after  hair  line 
being  broken,  so  the  swim  for  a  time  was 
discarded.  At  last,  while  ledgering  for  chub,  my 
gut  triangle  hook  became  fixed,  but  a  steady  pull 
at  last  released  a  five-barred  gate,  which,  floating 
to  the  surface,  I  quickly  removed  out  of  the 
water  sufficiently  far  to  prevent  its  being  pushed 
in  again. 

I  think  it  was  in  the  sixties  that  two 
well-known  roach  anglers,  hailing  from  the  east 
end  of  London,  agreed  to  fish  a  match  for  a  small 
prize  or  purse,  two  swims  being  selected;  but. 
No.  2  swim  being  known  to  be  better  than  No.  1, 
it  was  agreed  the  men  should  change  swims  every 
hour.  It  was  decided  to  fish  from  10  a.m.  tiU 
7  p.m.  The  angler  I  shall  call  Fred,  having  won 
the  toss,  elected  to  start  at  the  best  swim,  so  as 
to  have  the  last  hour  at  it.  This  was  clearly  a 
great  advantage  to  him,  as  he  would  fish  the  best 
place  five  hours  to  his  opponent's  four,  yet  Joe 
won  the  match.  Before  leaving  No.  2  swim  Joe 
cast  into  the  swim  all  his  remaining  bait.  Fred 
up  to  this  time  having  a  few  fish  more  than  Joe, 
and  the  best  swim  for  the  last  hour,  it  was  almost 
any  odds  on  him.  Strange  to  say,  No.  2  swim 
only  yielded  one  more  fish.  How  was  this  to  be 
accounted  for  ?  Some  of  Fred's  friends  wanted 
to  make  out  he  did  not  try,  but  some  time  after- 
wards it  transpired  Joe  had  mixed  salt  with  the 
last  lot  of  bait  he  threw  in,  and  completely  spoiled 
the  best  swim.  Red  Eye. 


MRS.  DABWATTLB  GOES  A-FISHING. 


GRANT'S  Chbrrt  Whibkt.— This  attractive  "  picli-me-up  is 
a  pleasant  combination  of  Kent  Cherry  Jnice  and  very  soft  old 
Scotch  Whisky.  This  and  Grant's  Morella  Cherry  Brandy  are 
sold  by  Wine  Merchants. 


JosiAH,"  said  Mrs.  Dabwattle  sweetly,  "  I  am 
coming  fishing  with  you  to-morrow." 

Mr.  Dabwattle  gasped.  Not  an  ordinary 
common  "  I-wanted-that-badly  "  sort  of  a  ga^p, 
but  one  of  sheer  paralysed  astonishment,  opening 
his  mouth  so  widely  in  the  operation  that  his 
cigar  dropped  out  on  to  his  leg,  where  it  started  a 
small  fire  on  its  own  account  that  speedily  began 
to  recall  him  to  the  painful  realities  of  this  world. 

The  cure  was  completed  by  his  hurriedly  seizing 
the  wandering  Havanah,  and  putting  it  back  in 
his  mouth,  lighted  end  first. 

Then  weird  and  wondrous  words  floated  around, 
until  his  ingenuity  being  exhausted,  and  his  brain 
cortex  fit  to  burst,  the  appalling  sense  of  Mrs. 
Dabwattle's  words  broke  upon  him  in  all  its 
terror. 

"Ann  Jane,"  said  Mr.  Dabwattle  solemnly, 
"  you  must  be  dotty.  Hare  you  any  idea  of  fish- 
ing ?  Can  you  cast  a  line?  Can  you  play  a 
trout  ?  Can  you  scramble  over  rocks  and  through 
bushes  with  your  size  ?  It's  monstrous,  and  not 
to  be  thought  of  for  a  moment.  Bosh,  Mrs. 
Dabwattle,  bosh!"  and  then  Mr.  Dabwattle 
indulged  in  a  hideous  chuckle  of  his  own  inven- 
tion, a  chuckle  that  he  kept  for  special  and  urgent 
occasions  like  the  present,  a  chuckle  that  conveyed 
untold  scorn  and  other  maddening  things;  and 
which  applied  at  the  right  moment — that  is  to  say 
as  he  left  the  house,  thus  avoiding  any  reply- 
always  infuriated  Mrs.  Dabwattle,  and  put  her 
into  a  temper  that  took  hours  of  violent  sweeping, 
dusting,  and  upside-downing  the  house  to  calm. 

On  this  occasion,  however,  it  was  too  late  at 
night  for  Mr.  Dabwattle  to  escape,  and  he 
experienced  the  full  fury  of  the  storm,  getting 
well  buUied  in  consequence,  and  being  obliged, 
after  much  resistance,  to  at  last  agree  to  his  wife's 
proposal. 

Mr.  Dabwattle  got  down  first  next  morning, 
and  presently  Mrs.  Dabwattle's  fairy  step  was 
heard  on  the  stairs.  Mr.  Dabwattle  went  towards 
the  room  door  to  welcome  her,  but  recoiled  with 
a  yeU,  and  got  round  to  the  other  side  of  the 
table,  and  stuck  there,  with  one  hand  planted  in 
the  marmalade  dish,  and  his  eyes  starting  out  of 
his  head,  as  Mrs.  Dabwattle  sailed  smiling  into 
the  room,  arrayed  in  a  bright  green  pair  of 
bicycle  what-you-call-ems,  with  a  jacket  to  match. 

Her  legs  were  clothed  in  red  check  stockings 
of  Mr.  Dabwattle's,  from  which  she  had  cut  the 
feet,  replacing  them  with  black  silk  ones,  cut  from 
a  pair  of  her  own. 

On  these  black  extremities  she  sported  a  pair 
of  old  dancing  shoes,  because,  as  she  afterwards 
explained,  "  She  wasn't  going  to  spoil  a  good  pair 
of  boots  getting  them  soaked  and  cut  about." 

Above  her  Alpine  hat  waved  a  feather  of  fear- 
some shape  and  hue. 

When  Mr.  Dabwattle  perceived  that  it  was  of 
a  truth  his  Ann  Jane,  and  not  a  tax  collector  in 
disguise,  he  came  from  behind  the  table  sucking 
the  marmalade  off  his  fingers,  and  trjing  to  find 
words  suitable  to  his  state  of  mind.  But  before 
he  had  got  even  one  finger  clean,  Mrs.  Dabwattle 
opened  the  ball. 

"  Ha,  ha,  Mr.  Dabwattle,"  she  cried  exultingly. 
"  Tou  little  thought  last  night  that  I  had  antici- 
pated your  foolish  objections  about  petticoats 
being  in  the  way  fishing,  and  that  I  had  provided 
these  er — trouserettes  especially,  so  that  you  need 
not  have  that  excuse,  anyhow.  I  see  you  are 
surprised,  my  dear,  but  I  hope  you  are  satisfied." 

"But  the  colour,  Mrs.  Dabwattle,"  faltered 
Josiah,  paralysed  by  this  sudden  attack ;  "  such  a 
colour ;  and  then  that  feather,  oh,  oh." 

"  There,"  cried  Mrs.  Dabwattle,  "  isn't  that  like 
a  man?  Nothing  one  can  do  is  right.  Didn't 
you  tell  me  the  day  you  came  back  without  any 
fish,  with  a  lot  of  green  paint  on  your  coat,  that 
you  had  put  it  there  on  purpose  to  make  you  less 
conspicuous  against  the  bushes  ?  Although  I 
noticed  that  they  had  re-painted  the  door  of  the 
Green  Dragon  that  day  the  same  colour.  Isn't 
your  line  green,  don't  you  caU  your  wretched  rod 
'  greenheart,'  isn't  even  your  beastly  little  fishing 
paper  you  devour  so,  green  ?  And  now  you  find 
fault  with  my  trouserettes  because  I  try  to  please 
you  ;  and,  as  to  my  feather,  one  can't  go  out  a  guy 
even  fishing,  and  feathers  are  worn  big  now ;  and 
I  chose  this  because  it's  the  taU  of  a  lyre  bird, 
and,  the  shopman  said,  suited  to  a  fisherman — 
though  why  he  grinned  I  don't  know — and,  and, 
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]x)o-hoo  hoo,"  and  Mrs.  Dabwattle  flung  herself 
down  in  a  yellow  armchair,  and  sobbed  loudly, 
producing  a  combination  of  sound  and  colour  that 
quite  overcame  Mr.  Dabwattle — who  was  biliously 
inclined — and  caused  him  to  hasten  to  pour  oil  on 
the  troubled  waters,  and  allay  the  storm. 

Mr.  Dabwattle,  with  these  green  garments  ever 
in  his  eye,  displayed  a  sudden  solicitude  for  Mrs. 
Dabwattle's  health  that  was  quite  enchanting,  and 
instead  of  their  walking  through  the  town, 
insisted  on  hiring  a  little  donkey-cart  for  the  day 
in  which  to  reach  the  river.  Mrs.  Dabwattle 
assenting,  they  soon  got  things  arranged,  and  set 
forth  in  their  chariot  eager  for  the  fray. 

They  had  barely  started,  however,  before  Mr. 
Dabwattle  remembered  that  he  had  left  his  knife 
in  his  room. 

"  You  stay  in  the  cart,  Josiah,"  said  Mrs. 
Dabwattle.  "  I'm  not  going  to  be  left  alone  here 
with  this  beast,  and  we  can't  turn  him  round 
under  half  an  hour.  I'll  go  back,"  and  she 
clambered  out,  and  was  back  again  almost  before 
Mr.  Dabwattle  had  time  to  replace  the  whisky- 
flask  in  the  basket,  after  indulging  in  a  surrep- 
titious gulp.  "  Fancy  forgetting  your  knife, 
Josiah,"  said  Mrs.  Dabwattle  severely.  You 
should  always  go  through  what  you  want  to  take 
first,  like  me.  Now,  I  have  put  in  the  food  and 
the  flask — by  the  way,  that  flask  must  leak,  I  smell 
it  strongly ;  a  change  of  shoes  and  stockings 
— which  you  can  manage  in  your  pocket,  Josiah, 
when  we  leave  the  cart.  Then  my  cloak  and 
umbrella — you'll  have  to  carry  these,  my  dear — 
and,  let's  see,  yes,  of  course,  some  needlework  and 
a  book,  in  case  I  get  tired  of  fishing.  Those 
won't  hurt  in  your  basket,  Josiah.  There,  you 
see,  Mr.  Dabwattle,  nothing  forgotten,  everything 
needful  for  use  and  enjoyment." 

"  Why  didn't  you  bring  a  table  and  chair  as 
well,  my  dear,"  snarled  Mr.  Dabwattle.  "  I  could 
have  easily  carried  them  on  my  head.  Let 
me  see,  oh  yes,  and  the  bath  tub,  I  could  easily 
have  slung  that  round  my  neck — everything  for 
enjoyment,  indeed,"  and  Mr.  Dabwattle  groaned 
aloud  and  gave  the  moke  "  what  for." 

When  at  last  they  reached  the  river  Mr.  Dab- 
wattle's  temper  was  not  improved,  for  Mrs. 
Dabwattle  had,  without  warning,  caught  the 
donkey  a  crack  over  the  back  with  one  of  the 
rods,  which  crack  falling  on  the  harness  and  not 
the  animal  had  considerably  damaged  the  spare 
top  and  bent  the  rings. 

It  was  with  a  face  full  of  gloom,  therefore, 
that  Mr.  Dabwattle  began  putting  the  rods 
together,  nor  was  it  soothing  when  Mrs.  Dabwattle 
suddenly  sprang  at  his  best  winch,  and  began 
turning  it  round  as  hard  as  ever  she  could, 
exclaiming  in  childish  tones,  "  Oh,  Josiah,  what  a 
delightful  little  wheel  thing.  What  can  it  be  for, 
I  wonder.  Oh,  I  could  turn  it  round  all  day,  it's 
too  lovely  for  words." 

"  Don't  be  a  fool,  Ann  Jane,"  snorted  Mr. 
Dabwattle.  "  Give  it  to  me,  can't  you  see  that 
it's  the  line  ?  Now,  you  just  watch  me.  I  place 
it  here  so,  fix  it  like  this,  run  the  line  through 
the  rings,  fix  on  this  long  piece  of  gut,  then  this 
fly  like  this,  take  the  rod  in  your  right  hand, 
your  landing  net  in  your  left,  and  there  you  are 
ready  for  your  first  lesson.    See  P  " 

Mrs.  Dabwattle  looked  doubtful.  "  But  where 
do  you  put  the  worms,  Josiah  ? "  she  asked, 
"  Won't  they  creep  through  the  holes  in  the 
net  H  " 

"  Great  Scot,  Ann  Jane  Dabwattle,"  roared  Mr. 
Dabwattle,  "  worms,  worms ;  you  ain't  going  to 
fish  with  worms ;  and  if  you  were,  d'ye  think  you 
bait  the  net  with  'em  for  the  fish  to  come  and 
fetch  away  ?  Flies,  woman ;  we  fish  with  flies. 
This  is  the  fly,  this  thing  here ;  that's  what  the 
fish  take  in  their  little  mouths,  and  then  they 
pull,  pull,  pull, ;  and  he  seized  the  fly  and  tried  to 
shake  it  under  Mrs.  Dabwattle's  nose.  But  Mrs. 
Dabwattle,  in  great  alarm,  jumped  back,  as  was 
to  be  expected,  at  such  a  demonstration,  and,  as 
she  had  the  rod  in  her  hand,  succeeded  in  jabbing 
the  fly  into  Mr.  Dabwattle's  finger,  making  him 
jump  and  whirl  like  a  Dervish,  and  yell  like  a 
man  possessed,  all  of  which  only  made  her  pull 
the  harder,  under  the  impression  that  he  was 
showing  her  how  a  trout  behaved  when  hooked. 
However,  she  soon  discovered  her  error,  and  in  a 
h>lue,  not  to  say  lurid  atmosphere,  the  hook  was 
extracted,  the  finger  bound  up,  and  after  much 
delay,  she  received  her  first  lesson  in  fly  fishing. 

Heie  my  pen  refuses  to  write.  Sufiice  it  to  say. 


that  after  much  exertion  and  many  accidents 
with  the  fly  of  a  painful  nature,  she  mastered  the 
art  of  getting  about  6yds.  of  line  on  to  the  water,  in 
a  good  solid  lump,  with  the  fly  in  the  middle. 

Then  Mr.  Dabwattle  gave  the  final  directions. 
"  Go  up  to  that  bridge,  Ann  Jane,"  he  said, 
pointing  out  a  bridge  some  way  up  the  river, 
"  and  when  you  get  there  begin  fishing,  as  I  have 
taught  you,  only  past  the  bridge,  mind.  This 
water  here  is  useless,  and  I'll  just  skim  over  it 
and  catch  you  up." 

Here  I  must  candidly  acknowledge  that  Mr. 
Dabwattle  knew  of  a  whopping  trout  just  above 
him,  and  meant  to  insure  his  Ann  Jane  being 
well  out  of  the  way  in  case  he  rose  him. 

"  And,"  continued  Mr.  Dabwattle,  "  if  by  any 
freak  of  nature  you  should  hook  a  fish,  remember 
what  I  have  told  you ;  be  very  careful,  and  wind 
him  in  slowly  as  you  get  the  chance." 

"  I  see,"  said  Mrs.  Dabwattle,  as  she  turned 
towards  the  bridge ;  "  but  surely,  Josiah,  it  will 
have  to  be  a  very  thin  fish  for  me  to  wind  in 
through  all  these  rings." 

Mr.  Dabwattle  set  to  work,  but,  alas  !  for  the 
best  laid  plans.  He  had  hardly  made  half  a 
dozen  casts  before  he  was  stuck  in  a  lusty  trout, 
his  own  particular  whopper.  All  his  ill-humour 
vanished.  Even  Ann  Jane  and  her  green  trousers 
were  forgotten.  With  a  nice  clear  river  and 
plenty  of  room  all  seemed  couleur  de  rose  in  a 
moment.  Away  went  the  fish ;  screech  went  the 
reel;  and  at  the  strange  noise  Mrs.  Dabwattle, 
who  had  not  got  far  as  yet,  turned,  beheld  the 
bending  rod,  and  ran  back  eager  and  breathless. 

"  Don't  come  close,  get  out  of  the  way,"  roared 
Mr.  Dabwattle,  as  his  Ann  Jane  cavorted  round 
and  about.  "  Good  heavens,  woman,  what  are  you 
about  P  Leave  it  alone,  don't  touch  it.  Oh,  ah  ! 
you,  you,"  and  Mr.  Dabwattle's  voice,  that  had 
risen  to  a  scream,  sunk  to  a  moan  of  despair  as 
Mrs.  Dabwattle,  overcome  with  excitement  and 
the  sight  of  the  slender  bending  rod,  made  a 
wild  spring  at  the  line,  and  exclaiming,  "  Oh,  I 
must  help,  J osiah,"  seized  it  with  both  hands  and 
tugged ! 

Once  more  my  pen  strikes  work.  Even  that 
old  trout,  used  as  he  was  to  fishermen,  felt  sad 
as  he  sailed  away  to  his  holt  under  the  bushes, 
where  he  reflected  on  the  limited  language  of 
trout  as  compared  to  that  of  man. 

When  Mr.  Dabwattle  eventually  reached  the 
bridge,  after  having  flogged  the  rest  of  the  water 
in  a  heartless  and  broken- spirited  manner,  he 
spied  the  cause  of  his  discomforture,  bending 
down  on  the  bank  a  little  beyond,  busily  engaged 
in  rooting  up  the  earth  -with  something  that 
gleamed  white  in  her  hand. 

"  What  on  earth  are  you  doing  now,  madam  ?  " 
he  shouted.  "  Root  grubbing  isn't  what  I  brought 
you  out  for — that's  not  fishing." 

"  No ;  but  it  means  fishing,  my  good  friend," 
shouted  back  at  him  his  bright  green  spouse. 
"  I've  had  enough  of  your  stupid  fly  fishing,  and 
caught  nothing  but  myself;  and  now  I'm  getting 
a  worm,  and  I'm  going  to  fish  properly,  and  you 
just  run  down  here  and  put  it  on  the  hook  for 
me." 

"  With  my  knife,  too,"  yelled  Mr.  Dabwattle, 
andhe  dashed  oflE  the  bridge  with  murder  in  his  eye. 

But  his  Ann  Jane  met  his  furious  onslaught 
with  that  calmness  born  of  innocence  that 
disarms  the  strongest  foe.  "  Don't  be  alarmed, 
my  dear,"  she  exclaimed,  "  I  am  not  using  your 
precious  knife.  I  could  not  find  it  when  I  went 
back,  but  I  brought  your  razor  instead  ! !  It's  ever 
so  much  stronger,  and  I  shan't  break  the  blade." 

"Ann  Jane  Dabwattle,"  said  Mr.  Dabwattle, 
sadly  and  slowly, "  if  any  man  had  told  me  that  he 
knew  a  woman,  a  real  live  woman,  that  went 
digging  worms  with  her  husband's  best  and  only 
razor,  I  should  have  told  him  to  run  away  and 
write  fishing  stories ;  but  after  this — oh,  Ann 
Jane,  Ann  Jane — come  home,  Ann  Jane,  come 
right  away  home,"  and  Mr.  Dabwattle  led  his  wife 
home,  where  she  has  since  stayed.  Oyster. 


Bkitish  Sea  Anglbks'  Society. — The  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  society 
will  be  held  at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel  on  Wed- 
nesday, Feb.  22,  at  7.30  p.m.,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the 
audited  accounts  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1898,  and  for  the  elsction  of  ofiicers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 


THE  1898-9  GUT  CROP. 


In  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  of  1898-9,  ■ 
have  to  announce  an  increased  production  dfl 
about  30  per  cent.,  the  major  portion  of  which  ffl 
confined  to  Refina  or  fine  gut.    For  the  first  timq 
since  the  exhibition  year  of  1883,  the  shorterl 
common  gut  ("  Corta ")  is  a  largely  diminished 
quantity.     In    consequence    of    the  Spanish^^j 
American  War,  the  exchange  value  of  gold  sen 
appreciated,  that  the  price  of  gut  has  beenS 
materially  cheapened,  in  some  instances  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  30  per  cent.    The  quality  this 
season  is  fully  up  to  the  average,  and  intending, 
purchasers  will  have  little  reason  to  complain. 
The  heaviest  salmon  gut  is  scarce,  and  of  course 
correspondingly    expensive,  the  supply   (as  is 
frequently  the  case)  not  equalling  the  demand. 

R.  Ramsbottom. 

81,  Market-street,  Manchester. 
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Salmon  problems,  like  the  poor,  we  have 
always  with  us,  and  both  topics  have,  I  fear  it 
must  be  confessed,  been  sufficiently  fertile  in 
words  without  knowledge,  and  speculation  with- 
out sanity.  There  is  no  remedy  for  this,  and 
perhaps  it  is  as  well  as  it  is ;  but  then  let  us  be 
careful  what  we  accept,  for  only  by  severe  exami- 
nation of  theories  and  suggestions  can  we  hope  to 
secure  some  of  the  gold  of  fact,  and  reject  the 
dross  of  fallacy  and  falsehood.  At  least,  let  us 
do  it  in  the  salmon  and  angling  -world,  as  for 
the  politico-economic  world  it  is  simply  past 
praying  for,  so  we  shall  leave  it  at  that. 

A  correct  theory  I  do  not  hold  to  be  necessarily 
true.  But  it  must  explain  the  phenomena.  A 
spirit  rapper  may  be  a  juggler  or  a  miracle 
worker.  Either  explanation  is  sufficient  to  ex- 
plain the  phenomena,  and,  therefore,  is  enough 
for  me.  The  philosophy  of  Ptolemy  was  ob- 
jectively false,  but  as  it  explained  everything,  and 
could  not  possibly  mislead  any  human  being  to 
his  disadvantage  or  otherwise,  it  was  good  enough 
for  Bacon.  But  he  shrewdly  remarked  that  the 
new  Copernican  system,  although  objectively 
false  (!)  could  never  be  proved  incorrect,  for  it  also 
explained  the  phenomena.  But  when  a  man  tells 
me  that  salmon  will  come  up  the  Thames,  when 
that  river  is  as  pure  as  the  Test  for  instance,  I 
demur.  There  may  be  other  deterring  influences 
at  work  besides  the  mere  filth  of  the  river,  and 
there  may  be  filth,  Thames  filth  for  instance, 
which  does  not  i-eally  deter.  The  LifEey  is  the 
filthiest  river  in  Europe,  the  Clyde  scarcely 
excepted,  and  yet  salmon  ascend  it,  whereas  some 
perfectly  pure  streams  are  never  entered  by  these 
mysteriously  capricious  fish.  A  Glasgow  paper 
has  been  telling  its  readers  lately  how  salmon 
come  some  way  up  the  Clyde  even  now,  tm-ning 
off  at  the  Leven,  and  ascending  by  it  to  Loch 
Lomond ;  and  presently,  when  Glasgow's  model 
corporation  has  quite  done  with  the  river,  they 
will  come  up  to  the  Broomielaw  and  on  to  the 
upper  waters  in  Clydesdale  itself.  This  is  good 
news,  but  I  suspect  that  paper  is  singing  the 
London  song.  And  talking  about  the  Leven,  is  it 
not  about  time  iS.  solar  began  to  take  a  peep  in  at 
the  Stour  or  Medway,  or  some  of  the  Essex  rivers  ? 
But  perhaps  they  are  not  clean  enough. 

They  kill  heavy  springers  in  Ness  and  Thurso 
waters  in  early  February  and  onward,  and  I  am 
told  there  are  really  "  winter  fish  yet  travelling 
to  the  spawning  grounds,  which,  of  course,  is  the 
ultimate  aim  of  all  migrating  fish."  Well,  this  is 
good  news.  Will  someone  teU  me  whether  these 
big  fish  are  full  of  spawn  as  befits  creatures 
hun-ying  to  the  redds — and  very  late,  too,  at 
that  ?  If  not,  why  darken  counsel  in  this  way  ?  I 
hate  to  be  hypercritical  ;  but  still,  I  hope 
there  is  no  harm  in  saying,  just  by  the 
way,  that  we  seem  to  have  no  winter  fish 
(salmon).  I  make  it  out  in  this  way.  The  latest 
run  of  fish  which  the  angler  comes  in  contact 
with,  even  in  the  late  November  days,  are  always 
known — and  rightly  so,  of  course,  as  winter  does 
not  begin,  if  it  comes  to  that,  till  late  December 
— as  harvest  or  autumn  fish.  And  then,  no 
matter  how  early  the  season  opens,  the  angler — 
and  everyone  else,  for  that  matter— calls  the  fish 
he  killed  spring  fish,  so  that  winter  is  virtually 
ignored.  Perhaps  autumn  fish  become  "  winter 
fish,"  but  I  hope  not.    Such  nomenclatm-e  would 
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be  most  undesirable  and  confusing.  But  to 
return.  What  I  really  admire  in  the  above 
quotation  is  "  of  course  I  "  If  there  is  a  touch  of 
the  sarcastic  in  it  I  make  my  apologetic  bow,  but 
I  really  think  we  have  here  a  most  highly  con- 
troverted point  dealt  with  after  the  delightful 
manner  of  the  most  obvious  truism.  As  I  am 
■wi-iting  these  simple  lines,  towards  the  close  of 
January,  there  are  thousands  of  salmon  pouring  in 
from  the  ocean,  and  ascending  certain  favoured 
rivers  of  these  islands,  but  surely  not  one  of  them 
wiU  spawn,  or  is  physically  capable  of  spawning, 
until  at  least  next  November  or  thereabouts  at 
the  earliest.  Why,  then,  speak  of  them  as  "  winter 
fish  travelling  to  the  spawning  grounds  ?  "  Their 
ultimate  aim  (next  November  or  December)  may 
be  spawning,  but  what  we  want  to  get  at  is  their 
immediate  aim.  My  own  impression  is  that  their 
visit  is  of  a  ceremonial  kind.  They  come  with 
congratulations  and  good  wishes  in  their  mouths, 
just  as  our  own  women  folk  do  when  a  certain 
interesting  domestic  event  has  recently  occurred, 
and  the  mother  in  question  is  strong  enough  to 
be  called  upon.  Or  they  may  come  up  to  laugh 
at  the  weary  and  worn  breeders,  forgetting  that 
it  will  be  their  own  turn  next.  I  offer  these 
explanations  with  reserve,  and  am  quite  prepared 
to  qualify  or  even  withdraw  them  on  fuller  infor- 
mation than  I  possess  forthcoming.  But  any- 
way, they  are  an  explanation,  if  only  a  laughable 
one;  but  to  say  the  springer  is  coming  up  to 
spawn  is  no  explanation  at  all,  but  worse. 
Xor  is  this  all.  The  lighter  weights  (fish  of  from 
71b.  or  81b.  to  101b  or  121b.)  it  appears  are  "  the 
true  spring  beauties,"  and  not  those  heavy  fish 
of  Tay  or  Thurso.  Agreed;  but  are  these  on 
spawning  bent  also,  and,  if  not,  what  are  they  up 
to?  Some  years  ago  I  read  some  remarks 
addressed  to  the  tyro  by  an  old  and  experienced 
salmon  angler.  Major  Traherne  I  think  it  was, 
and  among  other  things  the  pupil  was  told  to  try 
carefully  "  the  eddies  and  tail  of  eddies  at  back 
of  boulders  "  as  a  likely  spot  for  a  fish,  as  to  such 
spots  food  v:as  swept  hy  the  current.  The  italics 
of  course  are  mine.  Now  any  one  who  chanced 
to  overhear  the  language  used  on  that  occasion, 
or  took  a  glance  at  the  wild  war  dance  I  executed 
over  the  mangled  remains  of  that  book  as  I  kicked 
it  about  the  room,  would  possibly  be  inclined 
to  think  I  took  things  too  seriously.  And 
if  I  had  been  overheard,  as  I  might  have 
been  the  very  previous  day,  giving  exactly 
similar  advice,  barring  the  italics,  to  an 
inquirer,  going  on  a  strange  river  myself  I 
might  also  be  thought  inconsistent.  And  yet  it 
was  quite  otherwise.  Undoubtedly,  when  you 
have  not  a  local  man  to  guide  you,  look  carefully 
to  boulders  and  their  eddies.  It  is  probably  the 
best  policy.  But  how  dare  any  man  say  the 
presence  of  salmon  in  such  places,  or  their  taking 
humour  is  a  matter  of  food  or  feeding!  How 
does  he  know 't  He  never  saw  a  salmon  feeding 
there,  or  anywhere  else  for  that  matter,  and  all  this 
assumption  of  groundless  and  haphazard  conjec- 
ture, as  tried  and  accepted  matter  of  fact,  and 
lending  it  currency  as  such,  I  simply  regard  as 
treason  to  our  craft  and  its  mysteries.  I  love  a 
man  that  can  honestly  and  fearlessly  say :  "  I 
don't  know."  As  for  saying  the  matter  is  but  a 
trifle,  I  simply  deny  it.  Nothing,  however 
remotely  connected  with  fishing  is  a  trifle ;  and 
the  cultivation  of  a  credulous,  unenquiring  mental 
attitude  is  no  trifle  either.  It  is  tampering  with 
the  vital  springs. 

Next,  and  lastly,  a  word  on  early  and  late 
springers,  or  rather  on  early  and  late  spring 
rivers.  I  read  this  is  a  matter  of  temperature, 
and  of  course  it  may  be,  but  let  us  see  how  it 
works  out.  "  Where  the  waters  are  warmed  in  a 
long,  shallow  basin  there  is  an  earlier  run  of 
salmon  than  where  the  stream  runs  deep  and 
sluggish  over  a  cold  bottom,  even  though  their 
sources  may  all  spring  from  the  same  mountain 
range."  Of  course,  "  spring  "  here  really  means 
wmter,  as  the  fish  movements  referred  to 
are  all  pretty  well  over  by  the  close  of 
March,  when  winter  ends;  but  it  is  enough 
for  oQr  purpose  to  remark  that  we  are 
here  speaking  of  cold  weather,  and  not  hot. 

^.  s-lways  was  of  opinion,  and  am  even  so 
still  if  it  comes  to  that,  that  in  cold  weather  the 
water  "in  the  long,  shallow  basin  (query,  bed)" 
was  the  colder,  while  that  in  "deep  and  sluggish 
streams "  was  the  warmer.  And  the  converse 
wnld  be  true,  of  course,  of  summer.   For  as 


water  is  the  most  difficult  substance  in  nature  to 
make  either  hot  or  cold,  and  is  also  a  very  bad 
conductor  in  thermal  matters,  it  defies  the  cold  of 
winter  to  reach  its  greater  depths,  though,  in  its 
shallower  parts,  it  may  certainly  at  the  close  of  a 
very  cold  spell  be  chilled  through  and  through, 
even  to  freezing.  And  at  such  times  fish  retire 
to  the  depths  for  warmth.  In  like  manner,  it 
baffles  the  summer  heat.  The  shallow  margin, 
no  doubt,  will  in  late  August  be  warm,  very 
warm,  but  a  touch  of  winter  will  be  found 
lingering  in  the  depths  still.  In  fact,  the 
sensible  effect  of  beat  or  cold  on  water  is  in 
inverse  ratio  to  its  depth  ;  so  that  the  shallow 
water  is  now  (in  winter-spring)  coldest,  and  the 
deep  warmest ;  and  no  deep  stream  ever  has  "  a 
cold  bottom  "  in  these  islands  either  in  winter  or 
summer.  Nor  exactly  a  warm  one  either.  The 
temperature  of  the  deep  changes  little,  and  how 
much  have  the  destinies  of  humanity  depended  on 
this  small  fact !  How  much  does  western  Europe 
owe  to  the  warm  western  winds  from  the  winter 
Atlantic,  and  to  the  cool  ones  from  its  summer 
surface  ?    But  this  is  not  fishinar.  Mona. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

There  was  a  large  assembly  of  membera  and  friends  of 
this  society  on  Monday  evening  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
to  hear  Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown  read  his  paper  on '' The 
Birds  of  the  Kennet  Valley,"  which  had  been  looked 
forward  to  with  unusual  interest.  Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell 
presided.  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  after  referring  to  the 
immensity  of  the  study  of  natural  history  in  any  branch, 
mentioned  that  the  species  of  birds  to  be  found  in  the 
British  Isles  numbered  376, 'viz.,  128  residents,  tifty-two 
summer  visitants,  thirty-one  winter  visitants,  and  165 
occasional  visitants.  In  the  happiest  possible  manner  he 
likened  the  membera  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  to  these 
various  classes  of  birds.  First,  the  residents  (the  regular 
members),  the  happy  souls  who  were  ever  with  them 
ready  to  take  the  rough  and  the  smooth  as  they  came,  and 
whose  study  it  was,  whilst  learning  the  theory  of  how  to 
take  fish,  to  put  in  practice  the  art  of  how  to  make 
friends.  Then  they  had  the  summer  visitants,  who 
turned  up  when  the  fat  of  the  piscatorial  land  was  served 
to  them  in  the  shaps  of  Grey  Drakes  and  Spent  Gnats, 
having  previously,  perhaps,  if  very  energetic,  tried  their 
luck  with  the  Grannom.  With  the  last  of  the  May  Ply 
they  vanished.  Verily  they  had  their  reward !  Then 
there  were  the  winter  visitants,  who  thowed  up  at  the 
festive  board  when  banquets  were  held  or  who  came  to 
"  smokers."  These,  under  the  inspiring  influence  of  the 
flowing  bowl  and  genial  society,  talked  fish,  and  there 
finished.  Then  came  that  remarkable  collection  classed  as 
occasional  visitants.  They  even  sometimes  built  with  them, 
and  each  year  laid  two  guinea  gold-coloured  eggs,  which 
were  carefully  collected  by  the  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer. 
They  had  been  known,  too,  to  lay  three,  and  then  to  wish 
they  hadn't.  (Loud  laughter.)  He  (the  speaker)  wished 
them  good  lack,  and,  as  far  as  eggs  went,  "  power  to  add 
to  their  number."  Their  treasurer  had  charge  of  a  fine 
collection  of  these  golden  eggs,  numbering  over  200.  They 
had  been  handed  down  to  him  carefully  packed  away  and 
labelled  "  please  don't  touch."  He  might  remark,  like- 
wise, on  that  curious  migration  northward  that  took  place 
amongst  certain  knowicg  "old  birds"  in  the  autumn — 
birds  who  sometimes  showed  no  piscatorial  desire  what- 
ever until  the  period  of  migration  to  Scotland  set  in,  but 
who,  noting  energy  in  their  younger  brethren,  gave  vent 
to  their  plaintive  little  cry  of  "  pyfthng,  pyfHing,"  repeated 
with  monotonous  frequency.  (Laughter).  Much  of  their 
zeal  was  due  to  the  extraordinary  moulting  which  took 
place  at  this  season  of  the  year,  when  the  semi-official 
br  )adcIoth  was  thrown  off  and  replaced  by  plaids  and 
tartans,  whilst  the  lower  extremities  were  more  or  less 
expose  d  to  the  admiring  gaze  of  the  hen  birds,  who  were 
supposed  to  aid  in  the  adornment  of  the  male,  especially 
the  lucky  birds  who  had  well  feathered  their  nests. 
Harking  back  to  that  real  quarry  of  the  evening — the 
feathered  friends  of  the  Kennet  valley — Mr.  Brown  said 
that  in  Berks,  Wilts,  and  Oxon  something  like  245  had 
been  credited.  Suppose  the  members  were  at  the  Swan  at 
Newbury,  and  that  breakfast  was  an-anged  for  8  a.m.  (a 
pure  supposition,  by  the  way),  and  that  they  had  plenty 
of  time  for  their  ablutions.  If  they  loved  birds,  they 
would,  by  drawing  up  the  bhnd  and  opening  the  window, 
have  a  day's  work  before  them  without  moving.  He  had 
seen  the  kingfisher  dive  from  the  old  apple  tree  in  the 
garden,  and  noticed  that  black  rascal,  the  lesser  grebe, 
which  was  so  devilishly  cute.  He,  too,  from  the  same 
lattice,  had  watched  the  heron,  and  a  cload  of  golden 
plover  captivated  him  by  their  graceful  evolutions  for 
so  long  a  time  that  "Brown,  breakfast,"  was  shouted. 
Then, he  knew  it  must  be  nine  o'clock.  (More  laughter.) 
On  one  occasion,  indeed,  he  had  counted  forty-two  different 
kinds  of  birds  in  the  district.  The  summer  migrants 
swarmed  by  the  Lambourn.  They  might  hear  the  marked 
call  of  the  chiff  chaff,  the  first  to  chirrup  forth  tidings  of 
spring.  This  was  followed  by  the  black  cap,  the  willow 
warbler,  the  wood  warbler,  the  reed,  sedge,  and  garden 
warbler,  the  polly  whitethroats  (those  charming  little 
friends  of  onr  boyhood),  and  the  grasshopper  warbler. 
They  found  the  tits  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The 
beautiful  nuthatch  might  always  be  beard,  though  seldom 
seen.  The  cries  of  nocturnal  birds,  specially  the  nightin- 
gale, too,  he  had  often  listened  to  when  standing  on  the 
little  bridge  by  moonlight.    They  might  also  hear  the 


song  of  the  reed  warbler,  also  called  the  night  warljler  or 
reed  wren.  Thanks  to  a  hint  given  him  by  their  chair- 
man, Mr.  11.  0.  Blundell,  when  down  at  Newbury  once, 
he  (the  speaker)  had  heard  these  reed  warblers  hold  forth 
on  one  memorable  evening — a  great  treat.  Referring  to 
larger  birds,  Mr.  Brown  said  that  the  golden  eagle  was 
killed  at  Hungerford  in  1810,  and  the  giant  bustard  was 
plentiful  fifty  years  ago  on  Lambourn  downs.  He  had 
dropped  upon  a  specimen  of  a  very  scarce  bird  at  Hunger- 
ford,  which  one  of  the  commoners  had  killed,  viz.,  the 
purple  gallinnle,  a  bird  so  rare  that  although  it  waa 
included  in  "  British  Birds,"  by  Lord  Lilford,  it  was  on 
the  strength  of  one  specimen  only,  which  was  obtained 
near  Wellingborough  in  1890.  On  another  occasion,  Mr. 
H.  Harden  had  picked  up  and  had  drawn  his  attention  to 
a  spotted  crake — a  rare  find.  The  marsh  through  which 
the  society's  moor  stream  ran  was  "bird  haunted." 
They  could  not  walk  along  its  banks  without  hearing  the 
"  scape,  scape,"  of  the  full  snipe,  audits  "  drumming  "  or 
bleating  as  it  circled  in  the  air — a  habit  followed  by  its 
cousin,  the  little  Jack  snip?,  but  not  by  the  great  or  solitary 
snipe.  They  could  not  look  downstream  from  Ham  Bridge 
without  spotting  the  everlasting  dabchicks,  moorhens,  and 
coots,  and  in  the  summer  the  graceful  wagtails.  Going 
towards  Thatcham  by  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal,  they 
might  see  a  few  of  the  commoner  sorts  of  hawks.  The 
Kennet  valley  could  boast  of  being  the  home  of  the 
common  buzzard,  which  not  many  years  ago  was  plentiful 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Hungerford.  After 
giving  an  interesting  list  of  terms  used  in  speaking  of 
flocks  or  companies  of  birds,  the  speaker  said  that  in  the 
matter  of  luck  the  birds  might  be  reckoned  as  full  of 
portent.  The  magpie,  crow,  and  raven  were  all,  under 
certain  circumstances,  desperately  unlucky.  They  should 
be  careful,  too,  not  to  hear  the  first  cuckoo  of  the  season 
before  breakfast  or  see  the  first  wheatear  sitting  on  a 
stone.  The  terrors  of  bad  luck  were  ever  held  before  evil- 
doers who  would  rob  certain  birds  of  their  eggs.  What 
for  the  good  luck  ?  What  omen  would  they  seek  from  the 
sight  of  their  feathered  friends  of  the  Kennet  valley  ?  To 
his  mind  it  was  a  slice  of  good  luck  to  have  them  to  look 
at,  to  hear  them,  and  to  talk  about  them.  Each  one  of 
them,  residents  or  migrants,  was  so  full  of  interest  that  to 
be  without  them  would  be  to  rob  the  surroundings  of  their 
piscatorial  pursuits  of  half  the  pleasure  and  half  the 
profit.    He  might  add  with  Ralph  Waldo  Emmerson — 

"  Hast  thou  named  all  these  birds  without  a  gun, 
Then  be  my  friend  and  teach  me  to  be  thine." 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  accorded  to 
Mr.  Horace  Brown  for  the  amusing  and  admirable  reading 
he  had  given  the  members. 

A  very  kind  offer  of  600  coarse  fish,  consisting  of  roach, 
dace,  and  chub,  was  received  from  Mr.  Willie  Gilby,  J. P., 
through  Mr.  Hine  Haycock,  and  an  expression  of  thanks 
was  passed  for  the  most  acceptable  gift.  The  fish  in 
question  will  in  due  time  be  placed  in  the  new  water  at 
Uxbridge.  May  I  again  remind  members  of  the  smoking 
concert  on  Monday  next  ?  Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell  has 
secured  some  excellent  artists  for  the  occasion,  and  a 
capital  programme  will  be  presented.     M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


FISHING  RIGHTS  IN  THE  TRENT. 
At  Bingham  Petty  Sessions  last  week,  three  labourers, 
named  .  respectively,  Chapman,  Holmes  and  Fewkes,  were 
prosecuted  by  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Trent 
Fishery  for  illegal  fishing  in  a  stretch  of  the  river  leased 
to  the  Wellington  Angling  Society.  The  two  latter 
pleaded  guilty,  but  Chapman  decided  to  fight  the  cise  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  proper  permission  to  fish  in  the 
river.  It  was  proved  that  they  were  using  a  net  25yd8.  in 
length,  8ft.  deep,  fin.  from  knot  to  knot,  and  IJin. 
diagonal.  Mr.  Gaskell,  the  presidsnt  of  the  WeUington 
Angling  Society,  stated  in  his  evidence  that  the  net  used 
by  defendants  was  capable  of  taking  all  the  small  fry,  and 
could  sweep  everything  out  of  the  Trent.  The  defendant 
Chapman  went  into  the  witness  box  and  produced  written 
permission  from  several  persons ;  but  Mr.  Eddowes,  the 
solicitor  for  the  conservators,  got  from  him  the  admission 
that  he  had  obtained  these  permits  since  the  commission 
of  the  offence  with  which  he  was  charged.  Although  Mr. 
Eddowes  pointed  out  that  the  offence  was  a  most  serious 
one,  and  pressed  for  the  imposition  of  the  full  psnalty  oS 
£5,  the  magistrates,  after  consultation  in  private,  fined 
each  defendant  forty  shillings  and  costs,  and  ordered  the 
net  to  be  confiscated. 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  board  of  con- 
servators, appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Salmon 
and  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Acts  of  1S61  to  1896,  was  held 
at  the  Royal  Station  Hotel,  York,  on  Feb.  9.  The 
secretary  submitted  the  annual  report  and  balance-sheet, 
which  showed  that  the  receipts  for  sale  of  salmon  net 
licences  were :  £35  for  sea  licences,  and  £23  for  river 
licences,  a  total  of  £58.  The  take  of  salmon  in  the  sea 
had  been  about  the  average  of  recent  years,  but  the  river 
fishing  had  again  been  a  lamentable  failure,  owing  to  the 
diminished  flow  of  water  daring  an  exceptiora'Jy  dry 
fishing  season.  One  salmon  rod  licence  only  was  issued, 
no  salmon  being  caught  with  rod  in  1898.  From  the  water 
bailiff's  report  it  was  impossible  for  fish  to  live  in  the  Case 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  fishing  season,  and  it  was 
patent  that  no  improvement  could  be  expected  in  the 
fishing  industry  in  the  river  so  long  as  the  summers 
continued  so  dry  as  they  had  been  during  the  last  few 
years.  He  was  pleased  to  state  that  the  pollution  of  the 
liver  Aire  had  much  decreased.  It  was  also  gratifjiog 
to  be  able  to  report  a  very  large  increase  in  the  sale  of 
licences,  notwithstanding  that  the  season  had  been  an 
indifferent  one  for  sport.    The  large  number  of  10,56i 
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trout  rod  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  being  an 
incrflase  over  the  previous  year  of  1061.  Mr.  A.  R. 
Empson,  one  of  the  conservators,  was  good  enough  to 
attend  the  hearing  at  Westminster  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  evidence  in  cormection  with  the  proposed 
abstraction  of  waters  within  the  watershed  of  the  district, 
and  it  was  thought  that  his  opposition  to  that  course,  so 
far  as  it  went,  had  not  been  without  some  beneficial 
results,  though  the  right  to  inspect  gauges  was  not  given 
to  the  county  authorities  opposing  the  Bills  as  was  hoped 
would  have  been  the  case.  Clauses,  however,  dealing  with 
the  question  of  compensation  water  and  the  maintaining 
of  proper  gauges  were  inserted  in  the  Bills,  and  it  was 
believed  that  the  opposition  of  the  several  authorities  had 
resulted  in  the  maximum  of  benefit  poseible  at  the  present 
time.  Notwithstanding  the  expenses  relating  to  the  fish 
pass  repairs,  and  the  sum  of  £52  lOs.  which  it  cost  the 
board  in  reference  to  the  Corp  oration  Water  Bills,  there  was 
a  substantial  reduction  in  the  debt  owing  to  the  bank,  the 
amount  having  been  reduced  from  £323  Cs.  8d.  to 
£268  19s.  3d.  There  had  been  forty-six  convictions  under 
the  Fishery  Acts  during  the  year,  nine  of  which  related 
to  the  sale  of  unclean  salmon  or  the  use  or  sale  of  salmon 
roe.  The  report  was  adopted.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
A.  R.  Empson  for  his  services  in  attending  the  hearings  at 
Westminster  was  heartily  carried.  The  secretary  stated 
that  applications  had  been  received  for  yearling  trout  from 
the  Richmond  Angling  Association,  Knaresborough  Joint 
Anglers,  Buroeston  Angling  Club,  Harrogate  Angling 
Association,  York  and  District  Amalgamation,  Hearts  of 
Oak  Angling  Society  (Great  Driffield),  Hull  Angling 
Preservation  Society  (river  Don),  Kirbymoorside  Angling 
Club,  Thirsk  Angling  Club,  Ripon  Angling  Club,  and 
Linstrothdale  Angling  Club  (Wharfe).  In  answer  to 
questions,  the  secretary  stated  that  the  aggregate  cost  of 
providing  the  trout  for  distribution  was  £55. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  DINNER. 
A  GOOD  muster  attended  the  third  nnnual  dinner  of  the 
Bath  Anglers'  Association  on  the  9th  inst.,  at  Fortt's 
Restaurant,  Milsom-street.  Several  letters  of  apology 
and  regret  for  non-attendance  were  received  from  the 
president  and  others.  The  spacious  dining  hall  was 
jurnished  with  a  stack  of  glass  cases,  in  which  were  set 
some  excellent  casts  cf  fresh-water  fish.  The  tables  were 
elegantiy  laid  out.  and  at  intervals  large  vases  of  gold  and 
other  species  of  fish  were  placed.  A  further  embellish- 
ment was  the  tasteful  distribution  of  beautiful  flowering 
orchids,  grown  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Fortt.  As  regards  the 
repast,  it  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  Mr.  T.  Tempest 
Tempest  presided  over  the  company,  being  supported  by 
Messrs.  Foster  Smith,  P.  Learoyd,  F.  C.  Fortt,  L.  G. 
Clough,  H.  Lansdown,  R.  Kendall,  J.  Berryman,  W. 
Monk,  F.  Moody,  E.  Curtis,  A.  J.  Tanner,  W.  Edwards, 
and  S.  Wilkinson.  The  loyal  toast  having  been  duly 
honoured,  the  "  Bath  Anglers'  Anthem "  was  sung. 
{The  "Bath  Anglers' Association  "  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Harold  Lansdown,  who,  in  the  course  of  a  brief  speech, 
remarked  that  angling  was  a  sport  which  tended  to  a  lot 
of  good  fellowship.  (Applause.)  Responding,  Mr.  Fortt 
considered  that  angling  associations  were  good  things  in 
their  way.  They  tended  to  good  fellowship  and  mutual 
improvement.  He  thought  the  club  had  made  great 
etrides  during  the  three  years  it  had  been  in  existence, 
aLd  the  three  dinners  they  had  held  had  been  very 
creditable  affairs.  Mr.  Fortt  next  proposed  the  toast  of 
the  "Chairman,"  observing  that  were  it  not  for  such 
gentlemen  as  Mr.  Tempest  he  did  not  kaow  where  their 
oinnere  and  such  like  tunotions  would  be.  Mr.  Tempest 
was  a  good  sportsman,  and  was  always  ready  to  help  any 
aescciation  formed  for  the  purpose  of  sport.  Acknow- 
ledging the  complitpent,  the  chairman  expressed  his 
eatitfaction  at  the  evening  spent,  and  said  he  hoped  to  he 
present  at  the  Anglers'  next  annual  dinner.  Amongst 
those  who  contributed  to  the  harmony  were  :  The  Cecilian 
Cxlee  Singers  (Messrs.  Monk,  Edwards,  Hopper, and  Kerr), 
a  quartet;  Mr.  Reginald  Curtis,  in  a  highly  dramatic 
impfi'sonation  of  "  Bob  Brierly,  the  Ticket-of-Leave 
Mau";  Mr.  Bertram  Fortt  and  Mr.  T.  Clack  rendered 
comic  songs  ;  and  others  contributed  to  the  musical 
programme  (Messrs.  F.  J.  Moody,  Percy  Fry,  W. 
Edwards,  H.  Glisson,  Bryce,  &c.).  A  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent. 


HARROGATE  ANGLING  CLUB. 
Tins  association  has  accomplished  some  excellent  work 
until  now,  and  perhaps  possesses  the  best  varied  fishing 
ground  in  Yorkshire.  Toe  club  has  annually  re-stocked 
its  waters  with  yearling  troutand  ova,  and  have  introduced 
r  he  rainbow  trout.  A  water  bailiff  is  kept  on  the  fishing 
grounds.  Prosecutions  have  been  undertaken,  and  the 
glob's  hatchery  (presented  by  the  president,  Mr.  Ibbetson, 
of  Leeds)  is  in  full  working  order.  The  club  pos- esses  the 
fishing  riglits  of  the  river  Nidd,  from  North  Ribston  to 
below  Cattle,  a  distance  of  about  ten  miles,  containing 
trout,  grayling,  pike,  and  coarse  fishing  generally.  The 
cinb  have  a  number  of  members  in  Hairo^ate  and  Leeds, 
as  well  as  in  other  West  Riding  towrs,  and  the  fishing 
grounds  can  be  easily  reached  ria  Harrogate,  Knares- 
borough, or  Wetherby ;  whilst  the  water  bailiff  (Dowiing) 
can  be  communicated  with  at  Ribston,  Wetherby.  The 
asaooiation  have  also  the  fishing  rights  of  the  lower 
Crimple,  from  its  confluence  with  the  river  Nidd  to 
fSpofforth,  and  the  upper  Crimple,  from  Pannal  to 
its  source  at  Crimple  Head,  about  twenty  miles  of  capital 
trout  fishing.  At  the,  annual  meeting  of  the  club  the 
total  receipts  were  nearly  £81),  with  further  tubscriptions 
still  owing,  and  the  whole  of  this  sum  will  bo  spent  in  re- 
stocking and  preserving.  A  thousand  yearling  trout  of  large 
ti/.e  were  added  to  the  waters  at  Ribston  last  spring,  and  a 
largo  quantity  of  rainbow  trout  ova  were  successfully 


hatched  out  and  transferred  to  suitable  runners  under  the 
protection  of  the  water  bailiff.  The  Crimple  and  Oak 
Beck  streams  have  from  time  to  time  received  consign- 
ments of  fish,  and  the  members  of  the  club  continue  to 
have  excellent  spcrt,  as  far  as  thirty  and  forty  brace  of 
fish  being  taken  by  one  angler  in  one  day.  The  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  have  granted  the  association  500  yearling 
trout  for  the  present  season,  whilst  a  large  number  of 
ova  is  to  be  purchased  and  hatched,  no  spawn  being  taken 
from  any  of  the  streams.  The  Mayor  of  Harrogate  (Dr. 
Sc'lly)  is  a  member  of  the  association,  whilst  the  president 
is  Mr.  Ibbetson,  of  Leeds,  who  has  kindly  presented  the 
club  with  a  fish  hatchery.  The  committee  have  decided  to 
admit  a  few  more  members  at  the  present  subscription  of 
£1  Is.  per  year,  before  imposing  an  entrance  tee,  and 
anglers  who  are  thinking  of  visiting  Harrogate  during  the 
coming  summer,  or  those  on  the  look  out  for  excellent 
fishing  all  the  year  round,  should  communicate  without 
delay  with  [the  hon.  secretary  of  the  association,  Mr.  R. 
Fortune,  Strawberry  Dale-road,  Harrogate. 

G.  MOEELL. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  w^ater  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

( 30  min.  for  Chelsea.  rb'>  min.  for  Kew. 

Add-^*"  "     "   P"'°ey-  Add)"-'   "     "  B'chmoDd. 

)15  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  '^"''Iso  „  „  Twickenham. 
(50    ,,     ,,  Barnes.  K.S5  ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  18    7.16    7.43 

Sunday,       ,,   19    8.17    8.5G 

Monday,      ,,    20    9.42    10.30 

Tuesday,      „    21    11.14    11.51 

Wednesday,  „    22    —    0.2.5 

Thursday,    „    23    0,53    1.13 

Friday,        „   24    1.33    1.52 

High  Water  at  Amberlbt  and  Pulborocgh. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  18    7.55    8.23 

Sunday,       ,,    19    8..57    O.Sti 

Monday,       „    20    10.22    11.10 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remakes.— The  old  era 
in  the  work  of  Thames  preservation  is  past  and  gone,  and 
what  was  to  be  done  in  the  fifties  and  sixties  is  very 
different  to  what  it  is  at  the  present  time,  which  may 
fairly  be  designated  as  another  epoch.  The  old  evils  of 
poaching,  snatching  of  fish,  taking  nnsizeable  fish,  laying 
night  lines,  trailing,  and  other  evils  are  done  away  with, 
and  the  work  is  of  a  more  straightforward  character,  but  the 
same  energy  is  still  needed,  especially  under  the  head  of 
watchfulness  ;  and  the  netting  of  lakes  and  reservoirs, 
practically  inaugurated  during  the  presidency  of  the  late 
Mr.  Thomas  Spreckley,  will  be  always  required  for  re- 
stocking purposes  and  preventing  the  depletion  of  fish, 
unless  the  new  scheme  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Sbrubsole,  which  has 
been  taken  up  by  the  Thames  Re-stocking  Association,  is 
found  adequate  by  the  introduction  of  fish  hatcheries,  and 
the  raising  and  leiring  of  the  natural  fish,  if  the  liver  has 
become  sufficiently  developed,  is  found  sufficient  for 
maintaining  a  good  head  of  fish  in  the  river.  I  have 
never  advanced  any  opinion  on  this  new  proposition, 
because  my  great  fear  is  there  will  not  be  found 
enough  of  pecuniary  support  to  carry  it  fairly  out.  We  all 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  funds  to  carry  on  the 
ordinary  work  of  river  pressrvation,  and  how  costly  it  was 
when  those  pioneers  of  fish  culture,  the  late  Messrs.  Frank 
Buckland  and  Stephen  Ponder,  introduced  it  for  the 
Thames,  in  respect  to  trout  and  grayling,  then  the  T.A.P.S. 
had  to  relinquish  their  connection  with  it  on  a  monetary 
consideration,  even  when  there  were  so  many  ready  t  jgive 
their  support.  The  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitbread,  one  of  the 
founders  cf  the  society,  in  addition  to  his  annual  subscrip- 
tion of  five  guinea's,  supplemented  it  with  an  additional 
donation  of  ten  guineas  for  the  work  of  fish  culture.  The 
scheme  is  one  of  so  expensive  a  character,  my  only  fear  is 
if  it  fails  it  will  be  for  want  of  the  necessary  support,  and  I 
should  be  sorry  to  throw  cold  water  on  the  movement,  for 
anything  that  is  done  to  benefit  the  river  I  have  been  so 
long  connected  with  will  have  my  best  wishes,  as  I  still  love 
the  grand  old  Thames  and  the  old  society  which  watches 
and  preserves  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of  anglers.— 
B. 

—  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne,  writing 
on  Tuesday,  sajB  :  "  There  has  not  been  any  fishing  done 
this  week,  as  the  water  is  now  higher  than  we  have  had  it 
for  the  last  three  years,  and  is  running  over  the  banks, 
flowing  over  the  meadows,  and  still  rising  fast.  I  ani 
afraid  we  shall  not  do  any  more  fishing  for  some  time.  It 
looks  like  a  very  high  flood." — B. 

  (Henley).— Feb.  15.— The  river,  which  has  been 

in  flood  for  the  last  w  ek,  is  once  more  within  bourds. 
Henley  Reach  can  be  fished  from  the  bank,  the  water  is 
fining  down,  and  a  very  strong  stream  running.  If  the 
rain  would  only  keep  off  it  should  be  in  gocd  condition  by 
the  week-end,  but  we  get  a  little  every  day.  At  the  time 
of  writing  it  is  coming  down  fast,  which  will  no  doubt 


delay  it  clearing.  Several  ack  up  to  41b.  have  been  taken 
to-day  and  some  roach.  I  have  just  seea  a  bag  of  the 
last  named  fish  weighing  1.31b.,  taken  ledgering  with  lob 
worms. — Stanley  Mkad. 

  (Kingston).- Mr.  Gunston,  fishing  on  Tuesday 

with  John  Johnson,  creeled  sixty-four  bream,  the  largest 
3 Jib.,  but  only  a  few  retained;  and  Johnson  during  the 
week  has  taken  thirty-four  more  bream  and  nine  dozen  of 
roach.  Only  a  few  bank  anglers  have  been  out,  and  taken 
a  small  quantity  of  roach. — B. 

— —  (iiSun'bury). — There  are  no  reports  from  tbii 
district,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  portions  higher 
up,  so  that  the  angling  news  generally  is  very  limited. — B. 

 ;  (  .'edtlington).- W.    McBride    writes:  "The 

water  is  in  a  terrible  state,  and  has  risen  six  inches  to-night 
(Tuesday).  If  the  rain  keeps  on,  I  am  afraid  we  shall 
have  a  big  flood.  I  went  out  with  a  customer  on  12th  last., 
who  caught  eight  brace  of  perch,  one  jack,  and  fourteen 
gudgeon.  In  a  small  eddy  to-day  (Tuesday)  I  got  seven- 
teen dace,  one  perch,  and  one  eel  where  the  previous  take 
was  made.  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  water  is  too  high  to  lay 
our  pots  for  latnperns.  Mr.  Sinnibaldi,  jun. ,  caught  a  fine 
pike  last  week  in  the  ballast  hole  pond  just  above  the  rail- 
way station.  It  weighed  241b."  I  remember  when  we 
netted  the  lake  at  Osterley  Park  some  years  ago  we  got  a 
pike  cf  about  14rD.,  which  was  afterwards  taken  to  this 
piece  of  water,  and  this  may  probably  be  the  same  fish. 
There  is  another  report  to  hand  from  Douglas  accounting 
for  a  jack  of  41b.  being  creeled  by  Mr.  Sinnibaldi  from  the 
steps  of  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  and  the  date  of  its  capture 
was  Friday  last. — B. 

—  (Twiokenham).— The  river  has  not  of  late  years 
been  of  the  same  description  as  I  found  it  on  Tuesday  last. 
I  had  a  good  chat  with  Mr.  Ogden  Smith  as  to  its  conse- 
quences in  connection  with  the  fish.  He  replied,  "  It  ia 
of  serious  mischief  to  the  small  fry,  as  I  have  seen  them 
left  in  the  meadows  on  the  grass,  in  large  quantities,  to 
perish."  The  anglers  who  fish  in  punts  have  not  been 
able  to  get  out,  and  what  fishing  has  been  done  is  entirely 
with  the  bank  fishers  in  the  back  eddies.  Mr.  Ogden 
Smith  told  me  of  one  take  he  had  seen  on  Monday,  from 
the  rod  of  Mr.  Simmonds,  consisting  of  five  and  a  half 
dozen  good  sized  roach  and  dace  ;  and  one  on  the  Friday 
previous  from  another  bank  angler,  who  had  a  good  show 
of  very  fine  roach  and  dace.  There  is  a  little  irritation 
amongst  the  anglers  as  to  the  trout  which  have  been  taken 
in  the  nets  lower  down,  as  to  their  always  being  taken  to 
Kingston,  as  they  consider  it  is  only  fair  to  them  to  have 
them  placed  in  the  river  at  Twickenham  or  Teddington. 
It  has,  however,  always  been  the  practice  to  turn  them  iu 
again  above  the  lock,  and  whatever  objection  there  may 
be  it  does  not  belong  to  any  recent  movement  in  that 
direction,  but  of  a  custom  which  has  prevailed  ever  since 
the  foundation  of  the  T.A.P.8.,  together  with  the  present 
reward,  and  can  be  dated  to  the  founders  of  that  noble 
institution. — B. 

  (Windsor).— The  river  ia  still  very  hig;h,  but  is 

now  running  off,  and  should  the  rain  keep  oS  for  a  few 
days  anglers  should  be  able  to  obtain  good  sport  in  about 
a  week.  Jack  and  chub  should  account  for  heavy  creels 
to  those  anglers  who  watch  the  water  carefully  and  avail 
themselves  of  the  first  opportunity  of  wetting  their  lines 
again  as  soon  as  the  water  clears.  I  hope,  witb  other 
members  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Society,' 
to  don  my  waders  immediately  Father  Thames  confines , 
himself  to  bounds  again,  to  net  the  ditches  and  ponds, 
where  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  find  and  return  to  the 
river  large  numbers  of  fish  that  would  no  doubt  come  to 
an  untimely  end  if  it  were  not  for  the  good  work  carried 
on  by  such  associations. — Cecil  Howlett. 

Blackwater  (Maldon,  Essex),- The  waters  in  con- 
nection with  the  Langford  Fishery  have  been  rather  too 
much  coloured  during  the  past  week,  but  now  prospect* 
for  successful  angling  seem  much  better.  Messrs.  Turner 
and  George,  fishing  the  backwater  on  the  9th  and  10th 
inst.,  secured  over  20lb.  of  roach  ;  and  other  anglera 
secured  a  few  roach.  Mr.  Ben  Lees  was  the  most  success- 
ful on  the  11th,  with  roach  and  bream.  The  time  of  high 
water  cn  the  19th  will  be  at  C.56  a.m.  Day  tickets  for 
fishing  the  Langford  waters  may  be  had  at  Is  ,  from  the 
above  clubhouse.  As  the  time  is  now  drawing  near  for 
renewing  the  lease  of  Langford  waters,  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  the  late  subscribers  if  they  will  again  sub- 
scribe  to  the  Langford  Fishery  during  the  next  season.— 
F.  Keen,  26,  Spital-road,  Maldon. 

Bottlsham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— After  wind 
and  rain  fish  all  disturbed  just  now.  Time  of  writing  we 
are  having  fair  sport.  No  end  of  pike  up  to  41b.  each. 
Roach  slow  ;  dace  have  spawned  ;  river  clean  ;  bank  fish- 
ing also. — J.  O.  George. 

Bart  (Totnes  and  District).— Reports  from  the 
moorland  waters  show  that  the  spawning  season  haa  been 
a  good  one.  and  there  is  every  hope  that  with  the  new  fish 
passes  at  Totnes  and  Buckfast  Weirs  the  ensuing  season 
will  be  successful. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  streams.- All  the  streams  have  been 
running  in  heavy  flood  for  a  week  or  two,  and  thtraareno 
signs  of  any  improvement  at  present.  It  is  announced  that 
the  Meavy  and  Plym  are  well  stocked  with  fish.  The 
Tavy,  Walkham,  and  Plym  Fishery  Board  report  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £35,  although  the  past  season  was  the  worst 
experiencjd  since  the  formation  of  the  association ;  owing 
to  the  low  state  of  the  water,  salmon  and  peal  did  not 
return  to  the  rivers  in  anything  like  numbers  until  Angne^ 
whilst  trout  were  out  of  condition  much  later  than  usual. 
The  Tavy  and  Meavy,  however,  yielded  some  fine  trout, 
one  basket  of  forty  including  a  2^  pounder.  Baskets  of 
from  three  to  five  dozen  were  nude  on  the  Plym.— 
Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).- This  has  been  another 
monotonous  week  of  rain  and  wind,  relieved  on  one  day 
only  by  a  tropical  thunderstorm.  Fishermen  are  quite; 
boycotted,  as  one  flood  is  barely  off  ere  another  is  making. 


rEBRTJARY  18,  1899] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


119 


[t  has  been,  wit  ^ont  exception,  the  most  sickening  season 
irithin  mv  recollection. — Red  Paljier. 
Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 

The  heavy  raius  are  really  now  disastrous  to  the  interests 
-}f  the  anglers.  Most  of  the  rivers  and  leading  drains  are 
bank  full,  and  running  over  ia  some  places,  to  the  dismay 
of  all  concerned.  Only  the  little  drains  are  now  worth  a 
visit,  and  those  only  are  yielding  roach.  Weather,  how- 
aver,  is  promising  if  only  the  floods  would  but  run  down. 
—Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Hortli  Notts). — Thousands  of  acres 
of  land  have  been  submerged  in  the  valley  of  the  Trent 
between  Newark  and  Gairaborough.  Floods  are  also 
reported  on  the  lands  above  Goole,  and  mmy  districts 
■where  fishermen  do  congregate — in  this  district  even — are 
under  water,  or  were  so  early  this  week.  About  the  only 
item  recorded  last  week  were  a  few  roach  takes  from  the 
Stockwith  Canal. — L. 

Lea. — The  river  has  bsen  in  full  flood,  but  on  Wednes- 
day was  fining  down.  It  should  be  in  order  by  Saturday 
if  no  farther  heavy  rains  intervene.  Many  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  few  have  met  with  sport.  The  water  above 
the  lock  at  St.  Margaret's  early  in  the  week  attracted  a 
good  many  reds,  and  some  nice  jack  and  perch  were 
secured.  One  angler  (Mr.  Friedlander)  took  a  brace  of 
the  former,  SJlb.  and  41b.  3oz.  At  St.  Margaret's  on 
Monday  a  few  nice  roach  were  landed.  Mr.  Isaacs 
captured  four  scaling  Gib.,  best  lib.  9Joz. ;  and  Mr.  Wood 
a  similar  number  going  31b.  10§oz.  I  hear  that  at 
Waltham  Mr.  W.  Springham,  last  Saturday,  took  twenty- 
five  roach  weighing  111b. — a  nice  basket.  In  this  district 
pike  up  to  "lb.  and  some  pound  perch  have  also  been 
taken.  Mr.  W.  Perry,  writing  from  the  King's  Arms 
Fishery,  Waltham,  kindly  forwards  me  this  information  : 
The  Stort  has  overflowed  in  most  districts,  and  frightful 
weather  has  prevailed  for  angling.  There  has  been  no 
sport,  but  roach,  conditions  favouring,  should  be  had  this 
week-end.— IzAAK  Walton. 

Iiogg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  high,  and  out  over  the  fields  in  some 
places.  The  heavy  rain  of  last  week  caused  both 
streams  to  rise  higher  than  they  have  been  for  years,  and 
for  mL'es  along  the  banks  the  landwas  under  water.  There 
has  been  no  angling,  and  it  will  be  some  weeks  before  the 
river  gets  into  order  again,  and  then  the  fish  will  not  have 
recovered  the  floods,  and  trout  fishing  will  be  slow  for  a 
time  after  March  2. — Gwtxne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— Gales 
with  driving  heavy  storms  of  rain.  &c.,  have  prevailed  for 
a  week  past,  varied  at  intervals  with  every  kind  of  weather 
known  to  us  Britishers,  including  thunder  and  lightning  ; 
the  effect  has  been  to  bring  anothsr  big  flood,  as  high  or 
nearly  so  as  that  of  Jan.  23.  The  waters  are  subsiding 
to-diy  (Wednesday),  but  are  still  overflowing  the  banks, 
and  a  vast  quantity  of  land  is  yet  submerged.  This  after- 
noon rain  has  again  set  in,  and  the  outlook  is  ominous.  It 
is  a  question  if  the  rivers  will  be  low  enough  to  commence 
trout  fishing  when  the  season  opens  (March  2). — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborougfh). — Depressing  circumstances 
are  still  in  the  ascendant,  and  my  prognostication  of  last 
week  has  been  fully  veri'ied,  as  the  water  in  the  river  has 
risen  fully  another  foot,  bringing  it  up  to  about  13ft.  on  the 
water  gauge  at  the  bridge.  As  a  consequence  the  adjicent 
lands  are  now  flooded,  with  no  immediate  prcspects  of 
improvement.  Albeit  a  great  quantity  of  roach  have  been 
caught,  some  taking  29t.  or  3st.  weight  during  one  day's 
fishing.  Notwithstanding  the  controversy  over  the 
Eroder  dredger  that  the  Wisbech  Town  Council  had 
decided  to  purchase  for  river  purposes,  after  a  prolonged 
discusBion  of  the  matter  on  Friday  last  the  minute  on  the 
subject  stands  confirmed,  and  as  soon  as  the  plans  and 
specifications  are  prepared  the  dredger  will  be  ordered,  at 
a  cost  net  exceeding  £1800.— E.  A.  8. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— For  the  last  week 
rain  and  gales  have  visited  ns,  and  fly  fishing  has  con- 
sequently been  an  impossibility.  The  river  is  now 
(Feb.  l.oj  in  flood.  The  usual  netting  has  been  going  on, 
but  with  very  little  success.  This  is  cot  altogether  such  a 
reason  for  congratulation  as  at  first  might  appear.  It 
looks  as  though  the  supply  of  white  or  sea  trout,  which 
presumably  come  up  from  the  sea  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  was  being  exhausted  by  the  annual  and  indiscriminate 
drains  upon  it. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holyweil  Perry).— Had  a  rise  ia  the  water 
here  all  last  week  that  i|uite  upset  all  fishing,  but  it  has 
now  (Wednesday)  subsided,  and  is  not  at  all  a  Ijad  colour  ; 
but  by  Saturday  it  will,  no  dcnbt,  be  in  first-clasa  condition 
again,  and  the  Urge  specimens  which  have  eluded  cipture 
np  to  now  will  have  to  look  to  themselves  as  the  end  of  the 
season  approaches. — A.  Scabd. 

Onse  (Faxton).— We  have  had  two  weeks  of  flood, 
but  they  have  drawn  off  the  water  well,  and  it  has  fined 
down  to  a  perft  ct  state  for  fishing.  The  jack  are  feeding 
well.  A  person  was  fi<hing  last  Tuesday  for  roach  with 
worms,  and  a  jack  of  41b.  took  the  bait,  and,  after  a  good 
fight,  was  landed.  Now  is  the  time  for  good  sport  with 
the  japk.  for  they  are  hungry,  and  in  numbers  in  little 
room  — W.  Di  CKKR. 

FJymontli.— All  the  rivers  are  in  high  flood,  and 
plenty  of  water  everywhere ;  all  the  lower  levels  are 
flooded  throDghont  our  district.  There  will  be  no  dearth 
of  water  certainly  for  the  first  part  of  the  season,  and 
everything  bids  fair  for  a  good  one.  We  shall  only  now  be 
able  to  issue  tickets  and  licences  for  the  Dart  district  and 
the  Tavy  and  Plyrn,  besid^is  the  Cornish  rivers,  as  the 
Avon  and  Erme  district  has  been  monopolised  by  a  quiet 
family  patty.  Thess  latter  rivers  are  being  poached  to  a 
fearful  extent,  and  1  am  sarprised. — Wir,Ll.\.M  Heariikr. 

Severn,  Vyruw.r,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
Bech). — All  these  rivers  are  now  again  flooded,  arid  the 
weather  continues  very  wet  and  stormy,  so  that  angling  ia 
■well  Tiigh  imp<^8sible,  ezcepting  pike  trolling  and  fishing 


with  worms  and  other  ground  bait.  The  salmon  are  now 
afforded  a  grand  opportunity  to  reach  the  upper  waters, 
and  if  there  proves  to  be  a  soircity  of  thorn  this  season  it 
will  be  useleis  to  expect  to  lind  salmon  in  future  in  this 
neighbourhood. — Vyknwy. 

Stonr  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  weather  and  water 
during  the  past  week  has  been  against  successful  angling 
of  any  kind,  and  though  a  few  dlecent  roach  of  lib.  each 
and  upwards  have  been  taken,  large  takes  have  been  out 
of  the  question.  Since  the  12th  the  vpind  has  moderated 
considerably,  and  the  water  is  now  in  splendid  condition. 
Mr.  H.  Steed,  on  the  13th,  had  four  pike  in  an  afternoon's 
angling,  largest  51b. ;  and  a  London  angler,  on  the  15th, 
some  roach,  largest  lib.  4oz.  Some  good  bags  of  roach 
should  now  be  made  with  either  gentles  or  paste.— W.  T. 
Bainbeidge. 

Snssez  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 

heavy  gales  of  the  past  week,  combined  with  high  tides, 
have  played  havoc  on  the  coast,  and  filled  rivers  to  over- 
flowing. Some  thousande  of  acres  are  under  water  from 
the  rising  of  the  Arun,  and,  in  fact,  the  Ouse.  Cuckmere 
and  Adur  are  all  filled  to  overflowing,  and  running  rapidly 
The  hope  of  angling  is  at  present  remote,  as  the  weather 
is  far  from  settled.  The  Canal  at  Chichester  has  not 
suffered,  as  the  water  is  let  off  at  the  locks  to  keep  it  from 
overflowirg.  Several  anglers  have  been  down  when 
weather  permitted,  and  pike  up  to  4Jlb.  have  been  taken. 
One  of  4|lb.  was  taken  in  the  reach  from  Birdham 
Bridge  to  the  lock,  by  spinning,  when  at  times  the  spoon 
was  blown  out  of  the  water.  There  are  a  few  big  pike 
below  Donnington,  but  they  are  proof  against  all  lures. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  De^von). — Theriversare  very  full  of  water, 
rather  too  full  for  any  fishing.  The  small  brooks,  although 
in  good  condition  as  regards  colour,  are  over  their  banks. 
I  have  heard  of  a  few  worm  fishermen,  but  the  catches  are 
small.  I  have  been  informed  a  new  Act  of  Parliament, 
since  1875,  is  in  existence,  that  no  trout  can  be  taken 
before  a  certain  time.  Not  having  seen  any,  can  you 
inform  me  of  it  ? — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still 
running  out  of  order  for  angling,  being_  high  and  muddy. 
The  rain  of  last  week  caused  it  to  rise,  but  it  had  gone 
down  a  little  on  Saturday ;  but  rain,  thunder  and 
lightning,  and  a  gale  sprung  up  on  Monday,  and  the 
river  commenced  to  rise  again,  and  there  will  be 
another  flood,  and  angling  will  be  impossible,  and 
as  things  are  at  present  there  will  be  little,  if  any, 
fishing  done  before  trout  come  in  season  on  March  2, 
when  it  will  be  doubtful  as  to  good  sport.  The  late  floods 
have  stirred  the  fish  up,  and  the  heavy  water  has  not  been 
good  for  them  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  anglers  will 
have  to  wait  for  a  time  before  good  conditioned  fish  will  be 
landed.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
running  high  and  muddy,  and  will  be  on  the  rise.  They 
are  quite  out  of  fishing  order,  and  nothing  will  be  done  in 
them  until  the  weather  takes  up. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for  angling. 
Seldom  if  ever  has  such  weather  been  had  as  we  have  had 
lately.  Snow,  rain,  thunder  and  lightning,  and  a  gale  all 
following  one  another,  and  it  has  made  the  river  quite  out 
of  condition  for  any  sort  of  fishing,  and  there  is  no 
prospect  at  present  of  any  change,  and  there  will  be  nothing 
done  until  trout  come  in,  when  sport  will  be  alow  for  a  time. 
— Worcester. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — Trout  fishing  commenced  here, 
Thursday,  the  15th.  The  river  has  been  in  flood  for  the 
last  four  to  six  weeks.  The  water  rose  on  two  occasions 
higher  than  the  flood  of  1894  ;  the  flood  level  mark  being 
out  of  sight. — Brnle  Dblafield. 

Witham,  fto.  (Mid-Linoolnshire).— Angling  is  all 
but  at  a  stand  still  in  this  district.  Floods  are  having 
disastrous  effects.  Some  of  the  drains  have  overflowed 
their  banks,  and  in  some  places  low  lying  lands  have  been 
submerged.  The  other  day  a  strange  scene  was  noticed ; 
when  the  waters  fell  hundreds  of  fish,  chiefly  roach,  failed 
to  get  back  with  the  returning  water ;  they  had  gone  on  to 
the  meadows  to  feed  on  the  grass  and  were  left  high  and  dry 
to  perish.  The  chief  mortality  from  this  course  was  at 
Timberland  Fen,  which  joins  the  river  at  Kirkstead. 
There  has  been  a  little  sport  on  the  Sincil  Dyke  and  the 
Stanch  at  Bardney.  From  the  latter  an  eel  was  taken  the 
other  day  of  45lb.— Luci. 

Yorkshire  Rivers.  —  The  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd, 
Wiiaree,  Ouse,  &c. — We  have  had  some  remarkable 
weather  since  my  last  week's  notes,  and  the  hot  wave  has 
been  followed  by  a  lot  of  wind  and  wet.  Although  the 
floods  have  not  been  sufficiently  high  to  overflow  the  banks 
of  any  of  our  rivers,  they  have  been  high  enough  to 
prevent  angling,  except  for  roach,  &c.,  in  the  back-waters. 
Frequent  rains  have,  however,  kept  most  anglers  at  home, 
but  the  weather  u  oderated  on  Tuesday,  and  to-day  it  is 
brilliantly  fine,  and  a3  the  aneroid  has  a  steady  upward 
tendency,  prospects  for  sport  are  improving.  The  thrush, 
blackbird,  and  lark  have  been  in  full  song  for  a  week  now, 
and  the  mowdrop^  are  getting  plentiful  in  the  woods  con- 
tiguous to  the  riversides,  reminding  us  that  the  season  for 
gtiiyling  fishing  will  soon  be  over,  and  that  our  attention 
will  soon  have  to  be  turned  to  that  of  the  trout.  The 
Spanish  Needle,  small  (Jlive  Bloa,  Little  Brown,  Red  Cock 
Blue  Midge,  and  Alder  Flies  have  been  observed  on  the 
water  during  the  bright  sunshine  of  the  last  day  or  two, 
and  as  the  water  clears  the  grayling  will  rise  to  them.  I 
was  very  pleased,  indeed,  to  notice  in  the  report  of  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  that  Col.  J.  W. 
Lodge,  the  popular  member,  who  practically  represents 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore,  had  raised  his  voice  on 
behalf  of  what  is  known  as  "  the  coarse  fish  anglers,"  and 
had  protested  against  the  anomaly  of  their  being  obliged 
to  pay  a  licence  to  catch  trout,  when  the  miles  of  water 
which  they  fish  does  not  contain  a  single  specimen,  or,  at 
the  moat,  very  few  trout.   His  arguments,  I  observe,  were 


met  by  the  secretary  that  the  fishery  board  are  trjing  to 
introduce  trout  into  those  streams,  so  that  in  due  coarse  of 
time  the  bottom  fisherman,  who  never  gees  out  with  the 
intention  of  getting  a  trout,  like  the  hoyn  who  have  to  i^ay 
their  shillings  for  gudgeon  fishing,  may  be  able  at  some 
future  time  to  get  some  return  for  the  money  they  con- 
tribute for  the  preservation  of  S.  mlar  and  .S'  fario.  But 
I  doubt  the  policy  of  putting  trout  into  waters  where  there 
are  pike,  chub,  perch,  &c.  ;  betides,  the  bottom  fisherman 
docs  not  want  trout.  He  ia  never  so  happy  as  when  he 
gets  into  a  swim  full  of  good  roach,  bream,  <tc.  But  the 
board  say  the  law  will  not  allow  them  to  spend  money  in 
coarse  fish.  Last  year  no  fewer  than  10,5G1  trout  rod 
licBnoes  were  issued,  an  increase  of  1001  over  the  issue  of 
1887.  On  the  other  hand,  only  one  salmon  rod  licence  wa.s 
issued;  no  fish  fell  to  that  rod,  and  the  totaljncome  for 
salmon  (sea  and  river)  licences  was  but  £58,  against 
the  £528  4s.,.  contributed  by  the  trout  rod  licentiates. 
And  I  notice  with  pleasure  that  the  board  have 
granted  500  yearling  brown  trout  each  to  the 
Richmond  Angling  Association,  Knaresborough  Joint 
Anglers,  Bumiston  Anglina  Club,  Harrogate  Angling 
Association,  York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglerp, 
Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society  (Great  Driffield),  Hull 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  River  Dove  (Kirbymcor- 
side)  Angliug  Club,  Thirsk  Angling  Club,  Ripon  Angling 
(River  Yore),  and  Langstrothdale  (Wharfe).  I  also  heir 
the  Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  and  the  Askrigg  Angling 
Associations  on  the  Yore  are  to  be  included  in  this  list.  I 
have  little  to  report  in  the  way  of  angling.  I  tried  a 
couple  of  hours  roach  fishing  in  the  Yore  below  Middle- 
ham  this  afternoon,  and  found  the  fish  well  on  the  feed, 
and  to  take  the  little  red  worm  very  freely  ;  I  got  about  a 
score  nice  fish.  Several  other  anglers  have  made  similar 
catches  lower  down  the  river,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
grayling  fishing.  All  our  rivers  have,  of  course,  been  out 
of  condition  for  pike  fishing,  but  that  description  of 
angling  has  been  good  in  ponds  and  canals  ;  and  at  Pcck- 
lington,  Messrs.  Jenkinson  and  Pope  caught  six,  but  only 
small  fish,  the  largest  weighing  7Jlb.  Only  moderate 
returns  from  the  Wharfe  are  to  hand.  On  Saturday  a 
Leeds  angler  caught  half  a  dozen  grayling,  and  on  Monday 
Mr.  Pickergill  had  a  grand  dish  of  twelve  good  fish. — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 

By  TELEGR.4.M.— Weather  delightfully  fine,  and  all  cur 
rivers  are  getting  into  good  trim  for  all-round  fishing.  A 
few  flies  are  on,  chiefly  the  little  brown.  Prospects  for 
next  week  are  good,  particularly  for  roach  and  pike 
fishing.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers,  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street.  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  angling  season  on  the 
river  Deveron  opened  on  Saturday  last,  but,  unforttmately, 
the  river  was  in  too  high  flood,  owing  to  the  melting  of 
snow  on  the  hills,  which  greatly  discoloured  the  water. 
The  tidal  water  at  the  entrance  has  also  been  exceedingly 
high  since  Sunday,  the  water  almost  covering  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  up  to  the  Bridge  of  Banff.  On  the  coast 
it  is  many  years  since  the  stream  was  so  full.  The  wind, 
however,  was  light  from  a  south-westerly  direction,  which 
kept  the  sea  from  rising.  Owing  to  the  state  of  the  water 
nothiug  has  been  done  by  anglers,  but  when  the  stream 
settles  down  to  its  normal  condition  good  sport  is  exp?cted. 
The  net  fishermen  were  early  at  work  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, and  although  the  river  was  high  they  continued  plying 
the  nets  until  dusk,  with  the  result  that  they  only  captured 
three  trout.  Last  year,  the  first  year  after  the  dyke  was 
removed,  sixty  fish  were  landed  on  the  opening  day. 
Durirg  the  nineteen  years  that  the  present  lessee  has  had 
the  fishings  the  average  for  the  opening  days  was  18G 
salmon.  On  the  opening  day  in  1896  there  were  killed  in 
the  river  by  the  net  fishermen  no  fewer  than  695  fish.  The 
failure  of  the  fishing  on  the  opening  day  this  year  is 
attributed  principally  to  the  removal  cf  the  ciuive  dyke. 
Up  to  Wednesday  there  was  little  appearance  of  an  im- 
provement in  the  fishing,  only  seven  fish  from  both  river 
and  sea  having  been  got.  They  averaged  81b.,  and  were 
consigned  to  the  London  market. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel).  N.B.— The  opening  of 
salmon  fishing  on  Loch  Ness  on  Feb.  11  resulted  in  very 
poor  sport,  only  one  salmon  being  killed,  by  Mr.  R.  Thorn, 
Annan— a  beautiful  fish,  weighing  22ilb.  The  loch  was 
very  calm,  and  weather  conditions  altogether  unfavourable 
for  good  sport.- S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  Ferthshire,  N.B.).— 
On  the  4th  Mr.  Harry  Tangye  killed  salmon,  19.b.  6:h, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Holder,  of  Remoney,  killed  one.  14JIb.  7th, 
Mr.  T.  A.  Holder,  of  Remoney,  one,  181b.  8th,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Holder,  of  Remonev,  one,  IGlb.  ;  Mr.  Harry  Tangye,  one, 
211b.  14th,  on  the  reserved  water,  Macdiarmid,  the 
keeper,  one,  181b.    Loch  in  g"od  ply.— W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).— Feb.  9,  oi  the  Reserve 
water.  Surgeon  Eraser  had  a  salmon  of  151b.  Feb.  11, 
on  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Menzies  had  one  of  21lb.  Feb.  14, 
Mr.  A.  Smith,  of  Glasgow,  one  of  191b.— Maisey. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland.  — The  sp  ing  salmon 
angling  season,  which  opened  on  the  Dee  and  bulk  of 
Scotch  waters  on  Saturday,  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
best  enjoyed  for  some  years  past.  True  the  angler  was  all 
out  of  it  on  account  of  the  spate  which  prevailed  on  the 
opening  day,  but  the  fact  that  fresh  fish  were  got  all  the 
way  up  from  Duiris— sixteen  miles  from  the  sea — right  on 
to  the  royal  waters  at  Balmoral— over  some  sixty  miles  of 
water— speaks  volumes  for  the  future  prospects  of  the 
spring  angler.  With  anything  like  average  weather 
conditions  sport  will  be  simply  grand.  On  the  Balmoral 
waters,  on  Saturday,  Donald  Stewart  creeled  a  beauty  of 
171b..  which  was  dispatched  to  Her  Majesty  at  t)3borne. 
On  the  Birkhall  waters,  kclt  sport  was  all  that  was  got. 
On  the  Invercanld  Ballater  water  Mr.  J.  B.  Millar  and 
Mr.  Aston  had  four  nice  fish  on  the  opening  day  ecalicg 
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from  01b.  to  161b. ;  while  Mr.  Lyningham  had  one  of  171b 
and  Mr.  Granville  one  of  141b.,  on  the  Cambus  O'May 
water.  The  Monaltrie,  Mortloch,  and  Morven  reaches 
were  not  fished.  Col.  Eddis  had  two,  of  151b.  and  101b., 
on  the  south  side  of  Cambus  O'May  water  on  Saturday. 
On  the  Glentan^,  waters,  on  the  opening  day,  Mr.  Brick- 
man  landed  two,  of  61b.  and  Kilb. ;  and  Mr.  Merry  the 
top  weight  for  the  day— a  beauty  of  251b.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  Merry  creeled  two,  of  61b.  and  121b.  On  the  Aboyne 
waters,  Mr.  Crawshaw  was  the  only  lucky  angler,  creeling 
a  nice  little  figh  of  71b.  On  Monday,  however,  Mr.  Kemp 
had  one  of  221b.  and  two  of  61b.  each,  wMle  Mr.  Hepburn 
had  one,  61b.,  and  Mr.  Borthwiok  one  of  101b.  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  waters,  fresh  fish  are  said  to  be 
quite  plentiful,  and  prospects  of  the  brightest.  Sir  John 
Gladstone  had  two  on  the  Commonty,  of  8lb.  apiece. 
Mr.  Drnmmond  opened  the  season  wifh  one  of  91b.,  and 
on  Monday  had  three  to  his  own  rod,  of  61b.,  91b,,  and 
101b.  Col.  Chas.  Hay  landed  a  fine  fish  of  201b.  on 
Saturday  on  the  Dess  water,  and  two  on  Monday,  of  131b. 
and  lllb.  On  Kincardine  Lodge  water,  on  Monday  Mr. 
Deverell  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  and  Nicoll,  fishing 
for  Lord  Gatrioch,  on  Borrowstone,  had  one  of  71b.  on 
Saturday,  and  another  of  7ilh.  on  Monday.  On  the 
same  reach,  Mr.  Wm.  Blacklaw,  sen.,  commenced 
hi8  sixty-fourth  season  on  the  Dee  by  landing  a  beauty 
of  7ilb.  Dunn,  on  Carlogie,  had  one  of  (ilb.  General 
Hills,  on  Invery,  had  three,  iSlb.,  on  Saturday: 
whilst  Capt.  Mitchell's  party  had  five  on  the  Black- 
hall  water,  and  Mr.  G.  Mekin,  Durris,  one  of  91b. 
•The  weather  has  been  superb,  water  falling,  and  sport 
rife.  On  Aboyne,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Kemp  had  one  of  161b  • 
Mr.  Borwick,  one  161b  ;  Coutts  and  Gregson,  three,  of  81b.', 
71b.,  61b.  On  the  Blackball  Castle  water,  on  IMonday,  the 
Hon.  A.  Orde-Powlette  creeled  two,  of  6Jlb.  and  91b  ■  Mr 
Mowbrey  Farquhar,  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.  ;  and  Capt. 
Mitchell,  one  of  81b.  A  good  supply  of  salmon  was  in  the 
Aberdeen  market  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  prices  ran 
from  2s.  4d.  to  2s.  5d.  per  lb.,  a  small  supply  of  trout  sold  at 
Is.  3Jd.  per  lb.  All  over  the  prospects  are  much  brighter 
than  the  most  sanguine  dared  to  anticipate  before  the 
season  opened  both  for  the  angler  and  netter.— G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland.— Heavy  rains  have  fallen  over 
the  south  of  Scotland  since  last  week's  notes,  and  the 
rivers  have  been  running  bank  fall  in  red  floods  almost 
daily.  Next  week-end  the  Border  rivers  open  their  waters 
for  the  angling  season,  and  at  present  the  prospects  are 
anything  but  bright  for  the  spring  salmon  fishing.  It  is 
feared  that  the  repeated  floods  will  have  done  much 
damage  to  various  fishings  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
There  is  a  little  salmon  disease  in  some  of  the  waters,  but 
the  Annan  ia  comparatively  free  of  the  scourge  so  far. 
The  salmon  netting  on  the  English  side  of  the  Solway 
opened  for  the  season  on  Friday  of  last  week,  but  owing 
chiefly  to  the  stormy  weather  prevailing  none  of  the  drif  c 
net  boats  licensed  by  the  Eden  Conservancy  Board  have 
been  down  the  Firth.  Probably  a  commencement  will 
not  be  made  by  the  fishermen  until  the  Scotch  side  of  the 
channel  opens  as  well.  The  weather  is  very  unsettled  at 
present. — Heatherbell. 

Spey.  —  The  net  and  rod  and  line  salmon  fishing 
opened  on  Saturday  on  the  Spey  and  sea  coast  district 
of  the  river.  On  the  previous  day  there  was  a  thaw  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Spey  and  Spey  basin,  causing 
the  river  to  rise  in  volume  3ft.  or  4ft.  above  its  normal 
size,  thus  making  the  water  all  hut  impossible  for  rod 
fishing  on  Saturday,  more  especially  in  the  reaches 
near  the  sea,  where  the  river  breaks  into  numerous 
streams.  All  the  netting  crews  were  on  duty  from  Orton 
downwards,  and  succeeded  under  difficulties  in  obtaining 
highly  successful  results.  This  gives  promise  of  remunera- 
tive catches  when  the  water  falls  to  a  normal  height 
Nearer  the  sea  it  was  impossible  to  get  the  nets  worked  at 
all  eatisfactorily.  The  few  anglers  who  tried  their  luck  all 
returned  blank.  Owing  to  the  heavy  ground  swell  running 
for  several  days  the  sea  nets  could  not  be  properly  got  to 
work,  and  not  over  half  a  dozen  fish  were  caught. 
In  the  vicinity  of  Rothes  the  fishing  opened  under  most 
unfavourable  circumstances,  owing  to  the  high  state  of 
the  river.  Between  the  Delfur  Bridge  and  Craigellachie 
only  one  well-known  pool— the  Boat  Pool,  on  the  Arndilly 
water— could  be  fished.  Shiaoh,  head  keeper,  got  there 
one  beauty  of  141b.  and  five  kelts.  Two  rods  fished  the 
water  leased  by  Major  Grant,  of  Glengrant,  without 
success.  At  Aberlour  conditions  were  precisely  similar 
—fine,  spriDg-like  weather,  but  far  too  great  a  flow  of 
water.  Numerous  anglers  were  out,  but  no  results  in 
clean  fish  were  secured.  It  is,  however,  bplieved  that  a 
fair  stock  must  be  forward  by  this  time.  On  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  one  salmon 
of  241b.  The  salmon  spawning  season,  now  practically 
over,  has  been  considerably  behind  the  heavy 
spawning  returns  of  the  two  or  three  immediate 
preceding  seasons.  Ever  since  the  close  of  the  season 
in  October  last,  the  river  Spey  has  been  abnormally  high 
in  volume,  and  this  fact  has  given  ascending  salmon 
favourable  opportunity  of  getting  up  the  river.  Good 
hopes  for  a  successful  season  can  certainly  be  predicted 
but  for  further  assurance  time  and  a  trial  will  tell  In  a 
gigantic  river  like  the  Spey  fish  cannot  be  seen  in  the 
pools  from  the  banks ;  consequently,  until  fishing  opera- 
tions are  commenced,  the  quantity  of  fish  in  the  river  can- 
not bo  ascertained.  The  lessees  of  angling  for  the  season 
in  this  district  are :  Mr.  Hankey,  Knockando  water :  Col 
bmith,  Lagan  water;  Mr.  (Jrant,  of  Wester  Elchies 
Oarron  water;  Dr.  Cowie,  Mr.  Gumming,  and  Mr 
Hankey  Wester  Elchies  water;  Mr.  Graves,  Aberlour 
water;  Mr.  Dethbridge,  Easter  Elchies  water ;  and  Capt 
Spicer,  Arndilly  water.— J.  M. 

1  river  is  now  coming  into  better  ply,  but  of 

late  It  has  hard  y  been  fisliable  owing  to  the  continued 
?r  *  ■"^l-iT^I  ^  ^-  Thomson,  from  Fisher's 

Hotel,  miochry,  killed  two  nice  fish,  191b.  and  131b.    On  ' 


the  same  stretch,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  R.  H.  Mackworth 
Prade  killed  one  of  221b.  On  Mr.  Leaf's  lower  Delvine 
water,  on  Tuesday,  the  boatman  had  a  fish  of  161b. ;  and  on 
the  upper  water,  on  Wednesday,  they  killed  another  of  171b. 
^'Ji,*^,-'^''^'®'''**'  ^ater,  Mr.  R.  Butter,  Perth,  killed  a 
i-ii  J  Benchill  water  yesterday,  Mr.  Pople 

killed  two  fish,  weight  not  ascertained.— P.  D.  Malloch. 

Tweed,  Teviot.  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Since  my  last  notes  the  main  rivers— Tweed  and  Teviot 
—have  been  running  in  good  bait  fishing  order,  having 
subsided  very  much  since  the  last  heavy  floods.  The 
Tweedometer  to-day  (Wednesday),  however,  still  shows 
a  height  of  2^ft.  above  the  normal  level,  but  as  the  weather 
18  now  fine  and  genial,  with  a  slight  frost,  the  streams  will 
very  soon  be  down  to  salmon  angling  proportions.   On  one 
or  two  of  the  shallower  casts  to-day  some  of  the  more 
enthusiastic  anglers  were  out  trying  their  luck,  but  their 
efforts  were  fruitless,  no  kills  being  recorded.  It  is  stated, 
however,  that  there  are  a  good  head  of  fish  up  the  river, 
and  once  they  get  settled  down  in  the  various  fastnesses 
It  IS  hoped  that  proprietors  and  lessees  will  have  a  fair 
good  spring  season.    Trout  fishers,  however,  have  been 
in  their  glory  during  the  past  week,  and  many  heavy 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got,  but  the  fish  are  still 
scarcely  worth  taking,  not  being  in  anything  like  eatable 
condition,  being  soft,  flabby,  and  lanky.  Give  them  another 
month,  and  then  fish  will  be  fit  for  the  table,  and  delicious 
for  breakfast.    The  net  salmon  fishing  opened  yesterday, 
but  as  yet  no  news  has  come  to  hand  regarding  the  success 
of  the  opening  of  the  season.    Of  those  who  have  had 
best  baskets  of  trout  in  Tweed  and  Teviot  lately  are  the 
following  :.  Mr.  Richard  Newton  (Tweed),  151b.  (Teviot), 
121b. ;  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  121b.,  81b.,  OJlb.,  aU  in  Tweed;  Mr. 
J.  Cook,  141b.,  lllb.,  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Mabon,  61b.,  81b., 
and  4 Jib. ;  Mr.  J.  Robertson,  81b.,  141b.,  61b.,  and  91b.  : 
Mr.  James  Percy,  81b.,  lOlb.,  and  01b.    The  English 
markets  being  now  open  for  the  sale  of  fresh-water  trout, 
all  these  takes  have  been  sent  south  by  the  fishmongers 
here  who  bought  them,  as  they  knew  they  could  not 
dispose  of  them  here.    Several  of  the  pike  fishers  have 
been  out  again,  but  no  takes  as  yet  have  been  recorded 
'The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Kelso  Angling  Associa- 
tion was  held  last  night  in  the  club-room.  White  Swan, 
when  the  genial  vice-president  was  in  the  chair,  and 
the  attendance  was   good.     Minutes  of  last  general 
meeting  and  accounts  were  approved  of,  and  the  statements 
showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing  condition. 
The  office  bearers  were  elected  as  follows :  Patron,  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh;  presidents,  Sir  R.  W 
Griffith,  Bart.,  Sir  G.  B.  Douglas,  Bait.,  C.  B.  Balfourj 
Esq.,  of  Newton-Don,  and  Major  Scott  Kerr  of  Sunlaws. 
The  other  officials,  who  do  the  working  part  of  the  business 
of  the  association,  were  re-elected  en  bloc,  with  Mr.  R.  J. 
Mills  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Mr.  John  Smith 
(chairman  of  committee).   It  was  agreed  that  the  society 
be  affiliated  to  the  Scottish  Tieut  Anglers'  Association. 
A  very  pretty  specimen  of  the  perch,  weighing  21b.  4oz., 
in  glass  case,  was  presented  to  the  society  by  Mr.  R. 
Ormiston,  Hay  Bank  House,  Kelso.    The  fish  was  caught 
m  the  Tweed,  at  Sprouston,  and  set  up  by  Mr.  Jas 
Chisholm,  taxidermist,  Kelso.    Mr.  A.  Steel  then  inti- 
mated that  he  would  give  a  silver  medal  as  first  prize  in  a 
pike  competition  amongst  the  members,  and  various  other 
members  offered  money  prizes  besides.    It  was  then 
resolved  that  the  committee  make  arrangements  for  a 
pic-nic  party  of  the  members  to  go  to  the  Howietoun 
breeding  ponds  during  the  month  of  July,  and  a  good 
many  members  at  once  put  down  their  names  as  par- 
ticipitors  in  the  event. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahincli  Fishery.— The  seison  opened  on  the 
above  on  the  1st  inst.,  but  no  one  has  tried  it  as  yet.  We 
have  had  very  large  spring  tides,  also  good  water,  but  the 
weather  was  very  unfavourable.  I  may  add  that  we  had 
a  splendid  spawning  season,  and  both  sea  trout  and  salmon 
were  more  numerous  thin  for  the  last  two  years.— Walter 
Blackadder. 

Bantton  River  (co.  Cork).  — Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  opens  to-day  (Wednesday).  Numerous  anglers  are 
out,  but  as  jet  no  reports  have  come  in. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— River  quite  unfishable  for 
past  week,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  wet  weather.  It 
will  take  some  days  to  get  into  fishing  order.  The 
weather,  as  we  write,  has  settled  ;  a  sharp  frost  set  in  — 
W.  Haynes  and  Son, 

Cork  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  very  backward  on  the 
majority  of  the  Cork  rivers  open  for  angling,  while  on 
some  nothing  at  all  has  been  done.  The  weather,  how- 
ever, has  been  greatly  against  angling,  and  the  waters 
high  and  foul.  Spring  salmon  are  supposed  to  have  come 
up  in  big  numbers  on  all  the  larger  rivers  during  the 
recent  long-continued  floods,  and  the  records  of  sport 
should  show  great  improvement  next  week,  especially  as 
the  weather  is  all  that  could  be  desired,— T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Oalway).  —  The  weather  continues  un- 
favourable, and  the  river  is  not  in  the  best  order  yet  after 
the  floods  and  gales  of  last  week.  Up  to  time  of  writing, 
spring  fish  have  not  been  seen  in  any  numbers.  We  are 
pleased  to  note  that  the  appeal  against  the  bye-law 
recently  made  prohibiting  cross-lining  on  Lough  Corrib 
was  unsuccessful  before  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Pnvy  Council  at  Dublin  Castle  a  few  days  ago.  Forty- 
two  cross-liners  appealed  against  the  bye-law,  but  it  was 
unanimously  rejected.— J.  A.  B. 

County  Antrim  Rivers.— Since  the  season  opened 
the  weather  has  been  very  unsettled,  with  bitter  frosts  at 
nights.  Consequently  little  has  yet  been  done  on  the 
Bush,  Margy,  and  the  Glens  of  Antrim  rivers.  Capt. 
Williames,  Dorsetshire  Regiment,  has  killed  several  salmon 
at  Ballyoastle.  The  Maine  opens  on  March  1.   One  of  its 


tributaries,  the  Glen  wherry,  formerly  preserved  by  ua 
Belfast  Angling  Association,  holds  a  good  head  of  trout,  ] 
hear.  The  Six  Mile  water  and  the  Bann  open  on  March  J 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  has  taken  a  decided  tut 
for  the  better.  The  Bush  has  been  completely  cured  e 
salmon  disease,  which  formerly  did  great  damage.-f 
J.  A.  B. 

Killarney  Iiakes. — Practically  nothing  was  done  <u 

the  Killarney  Lakes  last  week,  owing  to  the  very  wild  an 
wet  weather  which  prevailed.  The  waters,  too,  were  veii 
high  ;  too  high  to  afford  any  fair  chances  of  sport,  even  i 
the  weather  conditions  were  favourable.  At  time 
writing,  however,  the  weather  has  improved.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Since  last  report  the  river  has  beOi 
almost  unfishable  owing  to  the  continued  heivy  rain* 
Very  few  anglers  have  ventured  out.  On  Lee  Mounj 
fishery,  Mr.  W.  T.  Crawshay,  one.  81b.  ;  on  Fargu* 
Cipt.  Douglas  Pennant,  60th  Rifle.',  one,  101b. ;  oa 
Farran,  Mr.  Maurice  Lyons,  one,  101b.,  and  F.  Dale,  one, 
121b. ;  at  Inniecirra,  Sergt.  Grey,  R.I.  Constabulary,  one, 
121b.  As  we  write  the  weather  seems  to  have  settled,  and 
good  sport  may  be  expected  during  the  comii  g  week.— 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

LifFey.— Since  the  season  opened  on  this  well-known 
river— the  lower  portions  of  which  is  euphoniously  known  as 
the  "Stench  pool  of  Dublin  "—Major  Claude  Cane  has 
killed  several  spring  salmon  up  to  18Ib.  on  his  preserves. 
Salmon  are  increasing  in  the  Liffey,  and  with  less  pollu. 
tion  about  Dublin  this  increase  would  be  still  more  marked. 
On  the  other  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis,  little 
has  yet  been  done  by  trout  fishers. — J.  H. 

Longfh  Currane  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— The 
weather  has  been  very  wild  and  wet  since  last  report. 
Only  one  salmon  (9.ilb.)  has  been  taken  by.J^f,  Chamney. 
The  two  salmon  reported  last  week  as  being/.got  by  Mr. 
Smith  should  be  credited  to  Mr.  Chamn6y.  On  many 
days  fishing  was  very  difficult,  and  on  a  couple  of  days  was 
quite  impracticible. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongh  Neagh. — Since  the  season  opened  on  Lough 
Neagh  on  the  1st  inst.  the  pullen  fishing  has  been  very  poor, 
and  it  is  plainly  evident  that  the  fish  are  not  there,  the 
takes  being  small  and  the  fish  themselves  of  an  indifferent 
size.  The  demand  from  Billingsgate!,  Mar  Chester, 
Glasgow,  and  other  cross-channel  mark^^ts  is  good,  and 
prices  pretty  good.  We  regret  to  learn  that  wholesale 
poaching  of  spent  salmon  and  trout  continues,  although 
the  railway  stations  around  the  lough  are  being  carefully 
watched  by  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  and  the  bailiffs. 
Some  seizures  have  been  made.  Angling  opens  oa  the 
Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  Moyold,  Maine,  Bann,  &c,,  on 
the  Ist  prox. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  IionghB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— River  in  high  flood  for  the  past  week.  No  rods 
on  the  water.  Weather  very  unsettled.  A  number  of 
fine  springers  have  been  got  at  the  salmon  weirs.  Fine 
weather  is  all  that  is  required  for  good  sport.  Trout 
anglers  on  the  Bunree  river  are  getting  from  eight  to 
twenty  trout  daily.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Slaney. — The  season  opens  on  this  river  the  26th  inst. 
Just  now  the  river  is  high  in  flood,  so  that  all  the  spent 
fish  will  have  gone  seawards.  As  yet  spring  fish  are  not 
showing  up. — J.  A.  B. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— None  of  the  Tyrone  rivers  are  yet 
open,  as  they  are  all  late  streams.  On  the  1st  prox.  the 
Ballinderry,  Blackwater,  and  its  tributaries,  Torrent, 
Fury,  and  Ballygawley,(open  for  trout  fishing.  The  well- 
known  Mourne  will  not  open  till  April  1,  The  Omagh 
Angling  Club  is  moving  to  have  the  season  extended  on 
this  fine  salmon  river.  Between  the  lateness  of  opening 
and  the  earliness  of  closing  (Oct.  10)  and  the  annual  flax 
water  plague,  the  salmon  angling  season  is  generally  about 
five  weeks  in  duration,  whilst  trout  fishing  is  over  in  June. 
—J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Scarcely  anyone  has  wetted  a  line 
from  the  pier  during  the  past  week,  the  weather  having 
been  very  stormy  and  unsettled  and  the  water  very  thick 
and  discoloured.  Several  members  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  paid  a  flying  visit  on  Feb.  12,  but  none 
of  them  experienced  any  sport.  A  strong  south-west  gale 
blew  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  on  Monday,  and  the 
pier  was  without  a  patron.  Mr.  Cooper  took  a  small 
codling  on  Tuesday— the  only  return  for  three  hours' 
patient  fishing.  Two  or  three  small  pouting  and  one 
codling  constituted  the  catch  of  five  rods  to-day  (Wednea. 
day).— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

peal. — The  storms  and  gales  that  have  been  blowing 
quite  put  a  stop  to  angling.  However,  on  Saturday  a  few 
anglers  put  in  an  appearance  for  Sunday  fishing  if  possible, 
and  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke,  out  from  two  to  four  in  the  after- 
noon, landed  three  codling,  largest  SJlb.  Messrs. 
Perks,  Andrew,  and  Royle  put  out  about  7.30  a.m.,  and 
landed  twenty-two  codling  (some  fine  ones  amongst  them), 
two  whiting,  and  one  pout.  To-day  (Wednesday)  quite  a 
summer  day,  and  water  very  thick,  and  a  few  local  fisher- 
men_  fished  off  the  butts.  One  man  landed  twenty-five 
codling,  some  very  nice  ones  amongst  them,  and  the 
others  did  not  score  so  high.  If  the  weather  keeps 
moderate,  in  all  possibility  ther«  will  be  some  sport  again 
amongst  this  kind  of  fish.  —  Edward  Hanger  (Agent 
B.S.A.S.).  ^ 

Fl}  mouth. — Gales  and  plenty  of  wind  has  been  the 
order  of  things  during  the  last  week,  not  only  blowing 
sails  out  of  our  small  fishing  boats,  but  funnels  out  of  iron- 
clads. Very  little  fishing  has  been  done,  especially  from 
the  rocks  and  piers.  A  friend  of  mine  was  out  last  week 
trying  for  tome  pollack,  but  he  had  better  sport  shooting 
cormorants,  as  he  managed  to  bag  three  in  the  afternoon. 
Sea  birds  of  all  kinds  are  plentiful  just  now,  and  the  col- 
lector will  meet  with  many  varieties  if  he  takes  a  walk 
along  the  breakwater,  which  is  nearly  a  mile  in  length. — 
William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 
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Bonthend  and  Leigh.— Feb.  15.  This  neighbour- 
hocd  has  not  been  exempt  from  the  rough  weather  which 
has  prevailed  all  round  the  coast,  and  although  there  have 
baen  one  or  two  fair  days,  there  has  practically  been  no 
fishing.  On  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday  the  gale 
blew  with  hurricane  force,  accompanied  by  furious  rain 
fqualls.  On  Sunday  the  schooner  Billow  foundered  on 
the  Blick  Tail  Sand.  Captain  Wyatt  and  the  crew  took 
to  the  boat,  and  after  a  terrible  voyage  in  a  hurricane 
of  wind,  managed  to  make  the  Mouse  Lightship, 
whence  they  were  most  pluckily  rescued  by  the 
Southend  lifeboat.  The  most  dismal  accounts  reach 
me  from  professional  fishermen  of  bad  catches  and 
rough  weather.  The  barometer  at  present  appears 
to  be  rising,  probably  on  account  of  an  approach- 
ing change  of  wind  to  E.  or  N.E.  If  this  change  comes  it 
will  most  likely  be  accompanied  by  frost  and  snow.  Any- 
way, things  are  too  unsettled  to  forecast  with  any  likeli- 
hood of  success  the  weather  for  this  week-end.  The  gale 
has  been  blowing  "  on  and  off,"  principally  "  on,"  for  five 
weeks,  so  that  a  change  of  some  sort  in  the  near  future 
may  be  looked  for.  Under  the  circumstances  I  cannot 
recDmmend  fishing  here  this  week.  Barometer,  29.69  in 
rising;  wind,  S.,  light;  sea  moderate;  weather  clear. — 
Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S  ). 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  24.    Neap  tides.    Lowest  on  Monday. 


Scarborongb 


Yannouth 
Lowestoft 
Aldeburgh 
Harwich  ... 


Southend.  Sheer-1 
ness,  and  Leigh)' 

Margate,  Broad-) 
stairs,  &  Bams-V- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastboame  and) 
Brighton.  j 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 
Sooth  wick  i" 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island/ 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

9.49 
p.m. 
10.25 

a.m. 
11.  7 
p.m. 
11.49 

a.m. 

p  m. 

0.31 

a.m. 
1.  9 
p  m. 
1.45 

a.m. 
2.16 
p.m. 
2.44 

a.m. 
3.  7 
p.m. 

3. 28 

a.m 
3.47 
p.m. 
4.  4 

4.17 
4.44 

5.18 
5.59 

6.44 
7.31 

8.13 
8. -52 

9.27 
9.54 

10  16 
10.35 

10.63 
11.10 

2.5.3 
.■5.22 

3.55 
4.36 

5.20 
6.  5 

6.47 
7.25 

7.59 
8  27 

8.50 
9.  9 

9.27 
9,44 

3.42 
4.11 

4.44 

5.25 

6.10 
6.55 

7.37 
8.15 

8.48 
9.16 

9.40 
9.58 

10.16 
10.34 

5.  4 
5.33 

6.  6 
6.47 

7.31 
8.16 

8.-58 
9  36 

10.10 
10.37 

11.  1 
11.20 

11.37 
11..55 

5.58 
6.27 

7.  3 
7.45 

8.30 
9.15 

9.56 
10  34 

11.  7 
1L34 

11.55 

0.14 
0.31 

4.57 
5.24 

,5.58 
6.39 

7.24 
8  11 

8.53 
9.32 

10.  6 
10.34 

10..56 
11.15 

11.33 
11.50 

4.24 
4.34 

5  29 
6.  7 

6.49 
7.29 

8.  9 
8.44 

9.13 
9.36 

9.57 
10.17 

10.35 
10.52 

4.  4 

4.34 

5.  9 
5.47 

6.28 
7.  9 

7.49 
8.34 

8.52 
9.16 

0.37 
9.57 

10.1.-. 
10.32 

4.32 
5.  2 

-5.37 
6.15 

6.56 
7.37 

8.17 
8.52 

9.21 
9.45 

10.  5 
10.25 

10.43 
11.  0 

4  28 
4..58 

5.33 
6.11 

6.52 
7.33 

8.13 
8.48 

9.17 
9.40 

10.  1 
10.21 

10  39 
10.56 

4.49 
5.19 

5.54 
6.32 

7.13 
7.54 

8.34 
9.  9 

9.37 
10.  0 

10.22 
10.42 

11.  0 
11.17 

4.51 

5.23 

6.  1 
6.47 

7.26 
8.  9 

8.50 
9.27 

9.56 
10.19 

10.40 
10.59 

11.15 
11.30 

11.  8 
11.36 

0.13 

0.56 
1.39 

221 
3.  0 

3.36 
4.  8 

4.34 
4.57 

5,18 
5.37 

NORTH  WOLVERHAMPTON  WORKING 
MEN'S  CLUB. 
Ox  Feb.  1.3  a  very  successful  supper  and  concert  was 
held  at  Xorth-road  by  the  members  of  the  fishing  club,  the 
occasion  being  a  presentation  to  their  worthy  secretary, 
Mr.  Stables.  Mr.  Cook,  of  the  Wolverhampton  and 
District  Angling  Asscciation,  preiided,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Salt 
officiated  aa  vice-chiirman.  The  usual  loyal  toasts  were 
proposed  and  responded  to.  Amongst  those  who  contri- 
buted to  the  evening's  amusement  were :  Messrs.  J. 
Goddard,  J.  Mason,  J.  Hill,  H.  Jones,  W.  Nott, 
J.  Holding,  T.    Smith,  The  vocalists  were  all 

m  capital  voice,  and  Mr.  J.  Goddard  accompanied 
with  his  well-known  taste  and  ability.  During 
the  interval  the  chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  mem- 
bers ef  the  fishing  club,  presented  the  secretary,  Mr.  J. 
Stables,  with  a  splendid  finhing  rod,  suitably  engraved,  aa 
a  token  of  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  mem- 
bers, and  in  alight  recognition  of  his  valuable  assistance 
and  untiring  energy  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the 
cub.  Mr.  Stables  acknowledged  the  gifo,  and  said  it 
always  had  been  a  pleasure  to  him  to  do  the  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  fishing  club,  and  he  would  always,  to  the 
best  of  his  ability,  endeavour  to  carry  the  work  to  a 
succesafnl  iaaue  in  the  future. 


STOP  PRESS. 
WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  Tblegraph.— Feiday,  Feb.  17, 11.15  a.m. 
Dbal.— S.E. ;  smooth. 
DovEB.— S. ;  amooth. 
RA.M.SOATE.— .S.8.E. ;  smooth. 
Margate.— S. ;  smooth. 
Hastings.— N. ;  smooth. 
Sor.TnE.ND   A-ND  Leigh.— Telegram.-Since  sending 
my  report  a  marked  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the 
weather,  and  fishing  prospects  for  the  week  end  are  con- 
sequently much  better.    As  I  expected,  the  wind  has 
^'      easterly  quarter.    If  no  considerable  fall  of 
the  barometer  takes  place  in  the  meantime,  sport  should 
be  obUinable  on  Feb.  Vj.—O.  11.  HtssET. 


Jingling  "^xxinxe^. 

February  19.  — ; — 

Amicable  Waltonians :  Outing  to  Boxmoor. 
Blackfiiars:  Outing  to  Datchet. 
Brothers  Well  Met :  Outing. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Consolation  prize  outing, 

Camden:  Outing  to  Broxbourne. 

Clapbam  Strollers  :  Match  at  Walton. 

Convivial :  Outing  to  Eye  House. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  :  Outing. 

Haroourt  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Outing. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Match  at  Broxbourne. 

North  London  :  Outing  to  Rojdon. 

St.  Alban's  :  Roving  match. 

St.  John's  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Stratford  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

White  Hart :  Lapsed  prLae  outing. 
February  20. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Smoking  concert. 
Fabiuaiy  21. 

Elgin :  Concert. 
February  22. 

Jolly  Butchers :  Supper. 


Feb.  26.—. 


26.- 
„  2G.. 
„  2(;. 
„  20.- 
„  2(i.- 
„  2G.- 
„  26.- 
26.- 
„  20.- 
„  26.- 
„  26.- 
„  26.- 
„  28.- 
„  28.- 
„  28.- 
March  1.- 
„  2.- 


5.— 


/.- 
8.- 
12.- 
20.- 
23,- 
25.- 


•Alma  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
■Batteriea  Piscatorials  :  Consolation  match. 
■Brompton  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
■Canning  Town  :  Outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
Coborn  :  Match  at  Henley. 
Earlsfield  :  Outing. 
■Elgin  :  Match  at  Henley. 
■Lincoln :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 
■Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Goring. 
■Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Hertford. 
Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Outing  to  Weybridge. 
•Original  Alexandra:  A.B.S.  concert. 
■Peckham  Brothers :  Visit. 
Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Visit. 
Enterpiise :  Visit. 
Stockwell :  Lantern  lecture. 
HoUoway :  Outing. 
Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorials:  Outing  to 

Hampton. 
Sundial :  Outing. 
Bomore  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
•Brompton  :  Supper. 
•Walham  Green  :  Roving  match. 
•Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
■Thames  River  and  Lock  Keepers'  dinner. 
•Lychnobite  :  Benefit  concert  at  the  Champion 
Hotel. 


Ecpi:ts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  •o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Repoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  delegate  meet- 
ing will  tike  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  20,  at 
8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers^  Benevolent  Society.— The  next  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Feb.  24, 
at  8.30._  At  the  last  meeting  £18  were  granted  for  three 
applications.  In  last  week's  issue  I  omitted  to  state  the 
amount  from  the  Islington  Brothers'  donation  box, 
£1  128.  Gd.  I  hope  secretaries  of  societies  who  had 
concert  tickets  for  the  Holborn  Town  Hall  will  send  on 
remittance  and  unsold  tickets,  as  I  wish  to  bring  it  to  a 
close. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (N.  and  N.E.  Soburban 
District)  Visiting  List.— My  next  visit  will  take  place 
at  the  Enterprise  A.S.,  City  Arms,  High  Cross  Road, 
Tottenham,  on  March  1. — T.  R.  C.  La  Mond. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Sociuty.— Angling  Compe- 
tition.-—The  annual  dinner  of  the  committee  of  the  recent 
A.B.  Windsor  competition  was  celebrated  at  the  Queen's 
Arms,  1a,  Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  on  Feb.  9.  Har- 
mony followed.  Messrs.  Steptoe,  Delroy,  Brock,  Garney, 
Groasmith,  &c.,  contributed.  A  telegram  was  received  by 
Ben  from  "  Dragnet,"  apologising  for  not  attending,  but 
wished  us  all  the  good  luck,  and  we  were  to  enjoy  our- 
selves, which  you  may  guess  we  did.  The  chairman  spoke 
of  the  late  A.B.  competition,  and  also  the  treasurer. 
Ben  Abrahams  replied,  and  stated  that  there  was  £23  IGs. 
to  hand  over  to  the  A.B.S.  on  Feb.  24.  Everyone  was 
cordially  thanked,  also  the  Press,  committeemen,  and 
officers. — Bkn  Abraha.ms. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Frampton 
Arms,  Wells-street,  Hackney.— On  Feb.  12  several  of 
our  members  were  out,  despite  the  weather.  Some  nice 
fish  were  taken.  Mr.  .Jagot,  sen.,  lapsed  roach  prize  with 
good  fish.  The  followiDg  weighed-in  for  yearlies : 
Messrs.  C.  Osborne,  roach  and  perch  (good)  ;  Jagot,  sen., 
perch  ;  Thompson,  four  bream  ;  Mr.  Skilletter  showed  a 
large  eel,  2ilb. ;  Mr.  C.  J.  King,  roach,  bream,  and  very 
large  perch.  Mr.  Pearce.a  nominated  member,  had  some 
nice  roach  from  Homerton  Bridge,  Lea.  On  Wednesday, 
the  15th,  our  quarterly  meeting  was  (well  attended.  Mr. 
C.  J.  King  was  elected  to  take  the  position  of  secretary  in 
place  of  Mr.  Haynes,  of  the  Good  Intent,  who  has  been 
pro  tein.  for  the  past  three  years.    Mr.  Coventry  gives 


10a.  for  the  gross  weight  of  all  fish  taken  from  his  ground 
on  Feb.  19;  Mr.  Jagot,  sen.,  gives  a  prize  for  largest  roach ; 
ard  Mr.  Carey,  one  for  the  largest  perch.  Also  lapsed 
prize  outing  for  dace ;  all  fish  to  be  shown  at  Mr. 
Coventry's.— C.  J.  King. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Suaaex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
Mesara.  H.  Braseington  had  roach ;  Prout«r,  barbel ;  and 
Ben  a  41b.  4|oz.  jack,  on  the  12th.  H.  Braasington 
repoits  a  take  of  roach  from  Staines  on  the  l.'ith,  largest 
fish  14oz.  The  committee  of  the  above  decided  that  all 
membera  who  were  writlon  to  will  have  one  week's  grace, 
and  I  hope  the  same  will  ahow  up  on  22nd  and  oblige.  I 
beg  to  remind  E.  Jackson  and  G.  Bladea  that  Monday 
next  ia  A. A.  delegate  meeting.  Please  attend  and  take 
the  report.  Several  of  the  above  were  at  Queen's  A.S. 
return  visit  on  Thursday  last.— Ben  Abkaha.ms. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses.  Ports- 
mouth  Place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Feb.  12  Measra. 
Drew,  Butlin,  Montgomery,  and  Black  weighed-in  roach 
and  dice.  On  Feb.  20  the  third  quarterly  outing  for  four 
prizes  wOl  be  to  Windsor.  All  to  go  down  on  the  morning 
of  the  match,  and  to  meet  at  the  Waterman's  Arms  to  fix 
the  boundary. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society.  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — The  follow- 
ing members  had  shows  of  fish  on  Feb.  12;  BrealsPorth, 
jack  and  roach  ;  Hulme,  roach  ;  Millen,  roach  ;  Moore, 
roach.  On  Feb.  15  Mr.  Drookes  was  elected  a  working 
member,  Mr.  Breilaforth  being  in  the  chair  for  the 
evening,  some  very  edifying  and  interesting  remarks 
were  made  by  the  same.  Will  membera  please  note  that 
in  consequence  of  the  floods  the  outing  for  Feb.  19  is  altered 
from  Shiplake,  and  will  take  p'.ace  at  Boxmoor ;  all 
members  first  train  ? — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — On  Feb.  12  our  members 
competed  at  Datchet,  but  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of 
the  river  only  two  weighed-in,  Mr.  H.  Hamilton  being 
first,  and  Mr.  C.  Cannar  second,  leaving  two  prizes  open. 
A  apecial  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  held  nest 
Wednesday,  Feb.  22,  to  consider  annual  dinner,  Ac,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — P.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Sooiecy,  Queen's 
Hotel,  O.ueen's-road,  Battersea.  S.W. — On  Feb.  12 
Messrs.  W.  Thomas  and  H.  V.  Wilson  were  the  winners 
of  the  lapsed  prizes.  Also  weighed-in  :  G.  S.  Ireland, 
roach ;  C.  Phillips,  bream  and  roach.  Mr.  Addison 
exhibited  his  prize  won  in  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Windsor 
Competition,  viz.,  a  pair  of  Anglers'  Benefit  boots,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  W.  Liggins,  of  Coventry.  A  special 
meeting  is  fixed  for  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  21,  to  arrange  last 
outing  and  other  important  business.  WiU  all  members 
please  attend  ? — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  Since  last 
report  we  fished  our  match  at  Feltham,  but  owing  to  the 
state  of  the  water  only  one  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  C. 
Harris,  who  also  weighed-in  perch  on  the  12th.  We  have 
made  another  new  member,  Mr.  W.  Withers.  We  fish  a 
consolation  match  on  Feb.  26  for  members  not  having  won 
a  prize  during  season. — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.  —  The  members  of  the 
above  fished  a  competition  for  their  February  series  of 
prizes  on  the  12th.  Only  one  member  succeeded  in  getting 
above  the  stipulated  Jib.,  Mr.  W.  Taylor.  On  the  15th 
Mr.  J.  Martin  weighed-in  12|lb.  of  roach. — Alf.  Coxx. 

Blackfriars  AntrlinK  {Society  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street.  S.E. — Several  members  weighed-in  on 
the  12th — Mr.  J.  Foster,  roach  and  perch  (largest  roach, 
lib.  4oz  ) ;  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  roach  (largest,  lib.  looz  ) ; 
Mr.  Jlerrygold,  barbel ;  Mr.  Kobe'.t,  roach  and  dace. 
There  are  three  prizes  to  fish  for  at  Datchet  on  Feb.  19. — 
J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.; — The  quarterly 
peg-down  match  took  place  on  Feb.  12  at  Ware,  the  result 
of  which  was  as  follows:  Mr.  H.  Davis,  first;  Mr.  C. 
Davis,  second ;  Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett,  third  ;  all  with  roach. 
On  Feb.  15  Mr.  W.  Taylor  was  elected  an  honorary 
member. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  The  Bribannia,Ciarendon- 
road,  Notting  HiU,  W. — On  Feb.  14  members  showed  up 
in  great  force  at  our  new  clubhouse.  Owing  to  the 
amount  of  business  to  be  got  through  it  was  11.45  before 
we  finished.  1  beg  to  thauk  all  members  that  attended 
on  this  opening  night.  It  was  arranged  to  hold  a  grand 
smoking  concert  on  March  7  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.,  it 
being  greatly  needed.  There  will  be  plenty  of  talent,  and 
every  member  and  friend  of  the  club  will  thoroughly  enjoy 
themselves.  We  hope  to  have  a  large  attendance. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  early  nest  Tuesday 
evening,  as  we  want  to  ba  well  represented  at  the  Elgin 
concert  on  that  night  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S. — H.  Dag- 
worthy. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D]Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  S.W. — Our  fourth  special  outing  will 
bs  to  Pangbourne,  on  the  2Gth  inst. ;  usual  conditions ; 
all  to  travel  down  by  first  or  subsequent  trains,  and 
return  by  8.52  p.m.  from  Pangbourne.  Hope  everyone 
who  can  will  make  a  point  of  attending.  Wednesday, 
March  8,  has  been  fixed  for  the  supper  given  by  Mr. 
Cowper  to  winners  in  last  match.  Losers  and  others  at 
same  nominal  charge  as  before.  Concert  to  follow. — 
W.  H.  B. 

Brothers  Well  Blet  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N.— 
On  Feb.  12  Mr.  H.  Boden  had  91b.  of  roach,  caught  from 
our  water  at  Bures,  largest  lib.  2oz.  On  Feb.  19  we  have 
an  outing  on  the  east  coast. — H  Y.  Tame. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountains 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W, — Three  prizes  only  taken  at  the 
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onting  on  Feb.  5,  by  the  following :   T.  Welham,  E. 
Welham,  and  H.  Scntt.    The  remaining  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  under  the  same  conditions. — W.  Sutton. 
Cambrid£re  Heath  Brotbera'  Ani^liug^  aoolsly, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Feb.  12,  five  of  the  consolation  prizes 
were  won  as  follows :  Mpssrs.  Earp,  first ;  Dawson, 
second;  Millward,  third  ;  Turton,  fourth;  Adams,  fifth. 
Also  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  W.  Elsworthy,  sen.,  jack  ;  J. 
French,  jack,  perch,  and  roach  ;  R.  Nursery,  roach  ;  R. 
Hubbard,  roach  ;  J.  Baines,  roach.  Remaining  consola- 
tion prizes  to  be  fished  for,  any  open  water,  Feb.  19  ;  etait 
on  the  morning.  On  Feb.  20,  we  hold  a  Bohemian 
conceit  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.,  when  all  anglers,  wives, 
sweethearts,  and  friends  are  cordially  invited. — P.  E. 
Loft. 

Camdezi  Angfliiiar  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  have  an 
outing  to  Broxbourne  on  Feb.  19.  Club  rules ;  no  live 
biit  to  be  used ;  all  to  start  on  the  morning. — E. 

BOXALL. 

Canniner  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  E. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  Feb.  12.  Mr.  G.  Lewis  had  a  nice  show  of  dac3. 
Our  next  outing  will  take  place  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on 
Feb.  26,  when  we  fish  for  the  annual  rabbit  prizes,  given 
by  Host  Clayden,  at  the  Sportsman's  Arms. 

Central  Angling  Association  (Liverpool),  Original 
Prince  of  Wales  Hotel,  13b,  Moss-street. — On  Feb.  9  four 
new  memberawere  elected,  and  several  more  are  promised 
for  Feb.  16.  Forty-two  members  are  now  on  the  books. 
A  gold  centre  silver  medal  is  offered  for  the  heaviest  roach 
caught  during  the  season  from  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal.  The  association's  waters  are  at  Hooton  and 
Willaeton,  and  contain  a  fine  lot  of  tench,  perch,  roach, 
&c.  A  competition  for  trout  has  been  opened,  and  prizes 
presented  by  Messrs.  Bratt,  Layfield,  Meighen,  and 
Fergusson. — Geokge  W.  Hann. 
Clapham  JTunotion  Angling'  iSodety.  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  S.W.— Our  next 
day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Feb.  26,  at  Windsor.  On 
Feb.  12  Mr.  A.  Bowater  saved  this  society  from  having  a 
blank.  A  committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednes- 
day, Feb.  23,  when  important  business  will  be  brought 
forward  (at  8.30).— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society.  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — On  Feb.  19  we  fish  a 
match  at  Walton  for  lapsed  prizes  ;  all  fish  to  weigh. 
Mr.  Monks  weighed-in  birbel  on  Feb.  12. — T.  Pasmoee. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  JSorth- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  the  12th  several 
were  out,  but  only  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
Osment,  Hunt,  Cobbold.  Membars  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  next. — S.  Faulknee. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.  —  The  following 
have  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Boyd,  six  bream,  largest  21b. ;  Mr. 
Jarrett,  bream  ;  Mr.  Ball,  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Stafford, 
perch  ;  all  from  the  Thames. — W.  H.  Staffoed. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — On  Feb.  12  several  members 
were  out,  but  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  waters  we 
had  a  blank.  On  Feb.  19  we  have  an  outing  to  Rye  House 
for  five  prizes.  Members  cin  get  out  at  Rye  House 
or  St.  Margaret's,  two  rods  and  live  bait  allowed. — Phil. 

Covent  Oarden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C. — On  Feb.  12  Messrs.  Massey  and  Cut- 
bush  had  good  bags  of  roach,  dac9,  »nd  perch. — W. 
Massey. 

Crown  and   Bnckland  Piscatorial  Societv, 

Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.G.  —  On 
the  12th  we  fished  at  Bourne  End  for  three  prizes,  with 
the  following  resalte  :  Messrs.  C.  Walter,  first  ;  G. 
Norris,  second.  The  eligible  members  fish  for  the  re- 
maining prizes  according  to  rule.  Messrs.  H.  Haines  had 
121b.  7oz.  of  roach  ;  and  W.  Long,  31b.  12oz.  of  roach 
from  other  waters.  C.  Walter  was  re-elected  check 
secretary  for  *his  quarter. — G.  H.  Franklin, 

Oalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Feb.  12,  in  spite  of  the 
rough  weather,  several  of  the  members  were  out,  but  the 
only  gentleman  who  weighed-in  was  Mr.  T.  Swain,  who 
had  some  very  nice  roach.  Members  are  requested  to 
.  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  for  another  outing. — 
S.  Malhy. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials.  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road.  Hollo  way-road,  N. — On  Feb.  19  general  outing. 
Owing  to  condition  of  rivers  members  may  go  where  they 
choose. — Greg. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham.— 
During  the  last  week  several  of  our  members  have  been 
ont  with  very  fair  success.  Mr.  T.  Collier  weighed-in  a 
jack,  7^1b.  On  the  1.5th  inst.  Mr.  A.  Sheppird  had  a  jack, 
61b.  Itz;  Mr.  T.  F.  Barlow,  101b.  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  W. 
Denton,  61b.  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  F.  Reed,  jack. — W.  S. 
Price. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Our  outing  for  the  silver  challenge  cup 
was  not  a  great  success.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
water  and  the  heavy  wind  fishing  was  rendered  very  diffi- 
cult, and  the  takes  ruled  small.  Mr.  Mathews  was  the 
lucky  winner,  and  holds  the  cup  for  a  year,  also  receiving 
an  added  prize.    We  have  arranged  another  outing  for 


To  SroiiTSMKN  — BurberryB,  of  :iO,  Haymarket,  London,  will 
otTer  (till  th(^  'JSth  inst.;,  at  half  price,  their  18!t8  model  and  etock 
sporting  ((amicnls,  viz. :  gabardine  (unllneil)  shooting  coats,  21s.; 

long  overcoats,  '.Jls. ;  long  Infglngs,  7s.  lid.;  gaitorH,  -Os.  ;Jd. ; 
goUer  caps,  -'e.  till  ;  gabardine  combination  shooting  coats, 
•JliH.  S(l.  and  3I».  Cd. ;  K.  li.  breeches,  Zls.;  knickerbockers,  l.ls.; 

'  long  overcoats,  .'lis  Cd.;  kilt  coats,  ■j)h.;  Jllghlanil  capes,  '21h.  ; 
Burberry  cajjes,  .';l8.  (id  ;  rain-proofed  tweed  shooting  coats, 
2i;s.  '.id.  and  ;)Ib.  «d.;  Highland  capes,  2Cs.  ad.;  weatheralls, 
iila.  lid.   Sent  on  approval  on  receipt  of  cheque  covering. 


three  good  prizes  on  Feb.  26,  Full  particulars  will  be 
arranged  next  Tuesday. — A.  T. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Netting  Hill,  W. — There  is  not  much  to  report 
this  week.  Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  Feb.  12, 
and  had  a  few  fish.  I  should  like  to  remind  secretaries  of 
our  concert  next  Tuesday,  Feb.  21.  Any  club  that  has 
not  received  a  notice  will  please  accept  this  as  an 
invitation. — G.  King. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross  -  road,  Tottenham.  —  On  Feb.  15  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  Crump,  roach  and  dace,  .'ilb.  9oz.  ; 
Wells,  dace,  lib.  Pheasey  and  Home  also  weighed-in. 
On  March  1  we  hold  our  return  vioit  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  when  we  hope  all  anglers  and  friends 
will  rally  round.— W.  Lefevre. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — Only  a  few  members  were 
out  rn  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  Durell,  roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Creeke, 
81b.  roach,  being  the  only  two  who  had  fish. — H.  C. 

Forest  Piscatorial  Society.  Rose  and  Crown,  Hoe- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Feb.  12  Messrs.  W.  Davies  and 
H  Tisley  were  the  only  members  who  weighed-in,  each 
with  roach. — H.  Tisley. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  W.  —  On  the  12th  inst.  Messrs. 
Ellina  and  James  were  the  only  members  who  weighed-in. 
On  the  14th  inst.  the  outing  took  place,  and  resulted  as 
follows :  Mr.  King,  first  with  161b.  ISJoz.  jack  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  Ellins,  second,  roach,  perch,  and  dace ;  Mr.  Mitchell, 
third,  roach. — J.  E.  Lawford. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Mr.  Thompson  was  the  only 
one  that  brought  in  fish  on  the  12th.  Our  annual  supper 
took  place  on  the  14th  inst.,  and  was  a  great  success.  Our 
caterer,  Mr.  Mignct  (of  Hackney),  supplied  us  with  a 
capital  supper,  and  I  can  highly  recommend  him  to  any 
club  that  may  want  a  supper  provided.  After  the  supper 
the  usual  toasts  were  soon  got  through.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  made  a  capital  speech,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the 
good  work  the  Anglers'  Association  was  doing.  The 
chairman's  (Mr.  J.  Williams)  and  vice-chairman's  (Mr. 
G.  Hunt)  healths  were  drunk  with  musical  honours  ;  also 
our  esteemed  host  and  family,  Mr.  F.  W.  Arnanld.  They 
all  ably  responded.  The  chairman  then  became  very  busy 
booking  prizes  for  finish  of  the  season,  thirteen  in  all. 
Harmony  then  commenced  with  some  excellent  talent  pro- 
vided by  Mr.  G.  Hunt  and  Mr.  _G.  Huggett,  which  was 
kept  up  till  2.30.  I  may  say  it  was  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  evenings  we  have  spent  during  our  twenty- saven 
years  of  existence. — R.  Murphy. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms. 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — We  fished  our  match  at 
Shiplake,  but  owing  to  the  water  being  so  plentiful  only 
one  prize  was  taken,  leaving  seven  prizes  to  be  taken  at 
Shiplake  on  Feb.  19.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — Mr.  Jeffries  and  Mr.  C. 
Smith  had  a  show  of  roach  at  our  outing  on  Feb.  12. 
Only  one  prize  was  taken,  by  Mr.  H.  Bagshaw.  On 
Feb.  19  members  to  go  where  they  like  for  remaining 
prizes.  All  members  to  sign  on  Saturday  evening  at  six 
o'clock,  or  after.— C.  Smith. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. — At  our  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Wednesday  several  good  fish  were  reported, 
notably  those  of  Mr.  Hawes,  who  had  taken  several  good 
pike  from  the  Loddon  on  the  preceding  week.  Amongst 
his  take  was  a  fine  fish  going  131b.  This  is  the  best  fish 
from  the  district  during  the  season.  Our  final  outing  has 
been  arranged  for  March  5,  when  a  good  muster  is 
expected.  Our  quarterly  supper  on  Feb.  8  was  a  great 
success. — A.  Clay'ton. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — On  Feb.  12  Messrs. 
P.  Newton  had  roach;  J.  Wiltshire,  ditto;  H.  Bailey, 
jick;  G.  Nicholls,_  dace ;  and  T.  McGrath,  ditto.  Our 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  14,  proved  a  great  success.  Although  our  large  room 
has  been  recently  enlarged,  it  was  crowded  to  excess.  We 
had  some  excellent  talent,  which  reigned  supreme  through- 
out the  evening;  Mr.  H.  H.  Heap,  R. A.M.,  presided  at 
the  piano.  Our  president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood  occupied  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  (Host,  Bermondsey 
Brothers)  in  the  vice.  During  an  interval  the  chairman 
stated  he  had  gathered  donations  for  the  A.B.S.  as  follows  ; 
J.  Abrahams,  10s.  6d. ;  J.  Bartlett  (Host,  Spread  Eagle), 
lOs.  6d.  ;  A.  Abrahams,  lOs.  6d.  ;  T.  Dickson,  2s.  6d.  ; 
Josh  Cosnett,  10s.  6d  ;  G.  Leeder,  10s.  6d. ;  t-^gpther 
with  a  donation  of  £1  Is.  from  himself  made  £3  I63., 
and  the  amount  collected  in  the  box  was  £3  43.,  therefore 
made  a  grand  total  of  £7.  The  next  concert  will  be  a 
Bohemian,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  in  the  chair,  faced  by 
G.  Armstrong. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Our  match  at  Cookham 
on  Feb.  12  was  a  suceess,  all  prizes  taken  as  follows  : 
Messrs.  Boys,  1st,  21b.  2oz.  roach  and  dace  ;  Wilkes,  2nd, 
lib.  lljoz.  roach  and  dace ;  J.  H.  Herbeit,  3rd,  lib.  BJtoz. 
roach  and  dace  ;  G.  Holder,  4th,  lib.  4ioz.  roach  ;  Croker, 
5th,  lib.  2Joz.  roach ;  Heokford,  6th,  lib.  ioz.  roach  and 
dace;  Howard,  7th,  lib.  Joz.  roach  and  dace.  We  met 
on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed.  E.  Challis  in  the  chair. — J.  H. 
Hkrhert. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  supper, 
"  Jolly  Butchers"  vcr^iin  "  Wellington  A.S.,"  takes  place 
at  the  above  address  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  22  ;  supper  to 
be  on  the  table  at  eight  o'clock  sharp ;  all  members  are 
requested  to  appear  as  early  as  possible  to  arrange  for 
concert,  which  is  to  follow  later. — S.  BDvyARDS. 


Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  three  shows  of  fish  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Gilder,  roach  and 
perch  from  the  Thames ;  Mr.  Moody,  two  shows  of  jacl^ 
from  the  Welsh  Harp.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendaa 
next  meeting  niglit. — G.  Bence. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Silver-street 
Burdett-road,  Limehouse. — This  society  (recently  formed 
has  been  enrolled  with  the  Anglers'  Association.  O 
entrance  fee  is  lOs.  6d.,  and  subscription  l.'js.  per  annum 
Our  standard  of  fish  is  same  as  the  Thames,  with  thi 
exception  of  roach,  which  must  measure  Sin.  Any  furthe: 
information  with  respect  to  this  club  may  be  obtained 
from  the  private  address  of  the  secretary,  12,  Streatfield- 
street,  Limehouse,  or  at  the  clubhouse. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win> 
chester-street,  PentonviUe,  N. — On  Feb.  12  the  follbwrng 
showed  some  nice  fish  :  Mr.  Johnson,  71b.  5Joz.  of  roach; 
Mr.  Thompson,  rudd ;  Mr.  Briggs,  perch  ;  Mr.  Holmes, 
roach ;  Messrs.  Utton  and  Manly,  roach.  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  on  Wednesday  next,  being  quarterly  night. 
Time  of  train  for  outing  will  be  arranged  on  this  night. — 
W.  Watling. 

Iiiverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation  Row.  —  The  weekly 
meeting  of  the  above-named  association  was  well  attended, 
there  being  representatives  from  the  various  societies 
affiliated  to  the  Liverpool  centre  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  meeting 
of  the  P. A. A.,  held  at  Bristol  on  Feb.  4,  at  which  the 
Liverpool  delegate  was  present.  Many  interesting  items 
were  mentioned  in  the  report,  which  went  to  show  the  great 
amount  of  energy  exercised  by  the  P. A. A.  to  further  the 
ends  of  the  centre.  Another  item  was  brought  to  the 
members'  notice,  and  was  a  splendid  gift  of  close  on  one 
million  live  fish  for  stocking  the  waters  rented  by  the 
Association.  Fish  carriers  having  been  sent  to  convey 
the  fish  to  Bromboro,  and  in  all  probability  they  will 
arrive  on  Saturday  afternoon.  The  donor  has  the 
best  thanks  of  the  members  tendered  to  him.  A  good 
basket  of  dace,  grayling,  and  chub,  weighing  101b., 
was  shown  at  the  clubhouse  on  Monday.  Mr.  J.  Parke 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Porter  were  the  captors.  The  Leeds  and 
Liverpool  Canal  has  fished  well  during  the  past  week,  a  ■ 
few  very  nice  takes  of  roach  and  gudgeon  being  had.  The 
Bootle  branch  of  this  association  is  progressing  very  : 
favourably.  A  net  has  been  presented  by  Mr.  W.  Jones, 
the  chairman,  for  the  taking  of  live  bait,  another  gentle-  ■ 
man  having  also  given  a  tank  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  1 
them  in.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  the  donors. 
— James  Reynolds.  , 

North-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star , 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — On  Feb.  19  we  have  a  boundary  _ 
match  to  Broxbourne,  from  Fish  and  Eels  look  to  Hatty's  • 
weir.    Show  fish  at  Fish  and  Eels  at  time  decided  on 
morning.    Train  9.10  a.m.  Bethnal  Green.   I  hope  to  see  i 
all  members  present  at  smoking  concert  on  Monday, 
Feb.  20,  at  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  A.  8.— A. 
Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Feb.  12,  Messrs.  Black  and  Pink  : 
weighed  in  roach,  and  Christmas  dace  from  the  Lea.  On  ■ 
the  19th  the  prizes  left  over  from  Ware  will  be  fifhed  for  '' 
at  Roydon.  All  to  go  by  the  8.8  a.m.  from  Hackney  , 
Downs.  Later  arrivals  to  report  themselves  on  the  bank. 
— H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction.— 
On  Feb.  12  Messrs.  W.  Madget  weighed-in  one  jack, 
71b.  5cz.  ;  S.  Orrow,  61b.  G^cz.  roach;  B.  Brockett,  jack, 
31b.  IJoz. ;  S.  Dulieu,  lib.  14oz.  jack ;  A.  Birch,  lib.  6oz. 
roach.  Our  second  Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. 
fund  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  28,  to 
which  ladies  are  cordially  invited.  Pianist,  Mr.  Dan 
Green. — E.  Brockett. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On 
the  14th  we  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  :  Mr.  Davison,  jack; 
Mr.  Webster,  jack ;  Mr.  Hunt,  jack  and  parch ;  Mr. 
Beckatt,  roach;  Mr.  Abbott,  roach  (largest  lib.  3oz.); 
and  Mr.  Woods  also  showed  roach  and  perch.  Oar  next 
outing  will  tike  place  at  Hampton  on  _  March  5 ;  all 
members  to  go  by  first  train  on  the  morning.  Our  visit 
on  the  6th  was  on  the  Central  visiting  list,  and  not  on 
No.  2  Anglers  as  stated,  a  slight  error  being  made.— 
A.  Hill. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Our  smoking  concert,  which  took  place  on 
the  11th,  in  aid  of  the  A  B.S.  was  a  success.  The  chair 
was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Hubbard,  supported  by  Mr.  C. 
Coldwell;  pianist,  Mr.  B.  Rowe.  The  following  gentle- 
men rendered  some  excellent  harmony  during  the  evening: 
Messrs.  Hubbard,  Coldwell,  Sparrow,  Timms,  Ranson, 
Allen,  G.  Fox,  Churchley,  Fox,  Hollington,  E.  Carter, 
Curtis,  and  several  others.  Several  members  were  out  on 
the  12th  —  Messrs.  Thompson,  Reitz,  Skeggs,  Tracy, 
Hopton,  Carter,  Coldwell.  Sport  being  bad,  very  few  fish 
were  weiglied-in. — W.  S. 

Peckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Sumner-road,  Peckbam,  S.E. — The 
return  visit  on  the  Central  and  S.L.U.V.  list  comes  to  the 
above  house  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  28,  being  the  first  visit  we 

The  most  iMroiiTANX  Lksson  Esculapius  tried  to  impress 
upon  his  pupils  was  that  the  chief  trouble  alllicting  humanity 
was  due  to  impurities  of  the  blood.  All  disoiders  may  bo  traccil 
to  this  fact,  for  unless  the  source  of  life  is  free  from  disease  germs 
it  cannot  have  that  strength  which  is  necessary  for  good  health. 
Ilolliiwuy's  I'ills  are  composed  of  the  most  preciou.s  herbs  and 
soothing  balsams  which  Mother  Karth  can  offer  to  her  children, 
therefore  they  may  ho  relied  upon  to  supply  the  nourishment 
that  is  craved  by  the  system.  It  is  no  vain  boast  to  say  that  this 
is  the  most  wonderful  discovery  made  in  the  annals  of  mcdic»l 
iicience;  they  will  cure  or  relieve  all  diseases. 
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have  had  in  our  new  hooee,  and.'havingan  excellent  host,  I 
hope  to  see  a  gnod  muster.  Our  match  at  Palboro'  on 
Feb.  12,  was  not  a  success,  only  two  weiehiog  in,  Mr. 
Watkins,  jack;  Mr.  Steadman.  roach.— G.  Etherington. 

FhoBSix  Ashling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-Btreet,  N.W. — Wind  and  river  being  a  trifle  high,  only 
two  prizes  were  taken  at  Boame  End  on  Feb.  12,  by  Messrs. 
Austin  and  F.  Dove.  W.  F.  Sherlock  had  fish,  but  not  up 
to  our  standard.  Ben  Forster,  our  late  host,  added  the 
fourth  prize,  the  two  left,  same  conditions  as  others.  We 
arranged  for  a  weekly  subscription  of  Id.  per  member 
daring  the  fence  months  to  support  the  Kivers  Re-stocking 
Fund.— R.  C. 

Prince  Albert  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert 
Hotel,  Woodfield-roa4,  Harrow-road,  W. — Our  outing  at 
Cowley  resulted  in  the  following  members  taking  prizes  : 
Mr.  Hardcastle,  first;  Mr.  Baverstcck,  second  ;  Messrs. 
Perry  and  Chapman  tied  for  third  prize  ;  leaving  one 
prize  to  be  fished  for.  Total  weight  of  fish  taken  did  not 
exceed  i^oz.,  owing  to  the  terribly  rough  day. — W.  B.  F, 

Queen  s  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
gtreet,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  Feb.  12  only  Messrs. 
W.  Shepherd  and  J.  Taylor  weighed-in.  Will  members 
please  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  21st  inst. ,  to  finally 
consider  outing  and  transact  other  business  of  much 
importance  .■'  Those  failing  to  attend  can  have  no  excuse 
afterwards  for  what  has  been  done.  Our  visit  on  the 
Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List  takes  place  on 
Tuesday.  Feb.  28. — Geo.  Keexe. 

Soyal  9eorge  Angling-  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-atreet. — On  Feb.  12  only  the  two  following 
members  returned  with  fish — Messrs.  Bardot  and  Pope. 
Last  meeting  night  we  added  Mr.  Brand  to  our  list  of 
members.  Feb.  22  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  to  see 
all  attend  and  clear  the  books. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington  Cross. — Two  of  our  members  weighed- 
in  on  the  12th  inst.,  Mr.  Cooper  and  iMr.  Brown,  the  fish 
CDnsisting  of  roach  and  perch.  We  hold  a  roving  match 
on  Feb.  19.  Members  can  go  where  they  like  for  gross 
weight  only.  We  have  special  business  on  next  Wednesday 
night. — H.  Allan. 

Seymonr  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  12th  inst.,  but  only  Mr. 
Campbell  weighed-in  roach,  lib.  loz.  Our  outing  to 
Goring  is  postponed  till  Feb.  26.  Sime  conditions. — W. 
Aldis. 

Sonth  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 

The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  28,  at  the  Peckham  Brothers'  A.S.,  Windsor  Castle, 
Cator-street,  Peckham. — Alf  Paintee. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stockwell. — As  anticipated  the  outing  to  Datchet  was  very 
much  •'  off."  Mr.  Payne  having  a  decent  take  of  dace  on 
Saturday  from  the  lower  reaches  encouraged  some  to  go 
down  on  the  following  day,  in  spite  of  gales,  floods,  and 
blizzards.  "  Wally "  was  well  amongst  the  gudgeon  as 
usual.  The  clerk  of  the  weather  may  be  an  important 
individual,  but  he  is  no  angler. — Thos.  Lucas. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Oar  next  outing  is  to  take 
place  on  March  5,  place  to  be  named  later.  Mr.  Stevens 
weij?hed-in  one  roach  from  Thames,  lib.  4oz. — G.  E. 
Lock. 

Tme  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road, N. — Mr.  Miller  has  weighed-in,  as  the  result 
of  two  separate  days  outings,  thirty-five  roach,  weighing 
411b.  12oz.,  eleven  going  over  IJlb.  each,  the  largest 
lib.  12Joz.— Thos.  F.  Waed. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society.— There  was  a 
large  attendance  at  the  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening, 
with  Mr.  Hibblethwaite  in  the  chair.  Six  new  members 
were  enrolled,  and  the  chairman's  name  was  added  to  the 
committee,  and  Mr.  Edwin  Guoston,  whose  success 
amongst  the  bream  at  Kingston,  on  Tuesday,  appears  in 
another  column,  was  elected  vice-president.  The  collecting 
box  of  the  T.A.P.S.  made  a  successful  stxrt. — J.  M. 
Brougham. 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— On  Feb.  15  an  open 
roving  match  was  arranged  for  March  12,  pnnt  or  bank, 
two  rods,  all  fish  to  weigh,  with  option  of  going  away  on 
Saturday.  Mr.  Coombs  has  given  a  prize  for  gross 
weight.  On  the  22nd  some  very  serious  business  will  be 
put  before  the  meeting,  the  consideration  of  which 
necessitates  a  full  attendance.  I  therefore  urge  all  mem- 
bers who  feel  interested  in  the  club's  affairs  to  do  their 
best  to  be  present. — W.  H.  Batch. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  N.— We 
have  had  some  nice  fish  weighed-in  during  the  last  few 
days,  viz.,  jack,  81b.  14Joz,,  61b.  14oz.,  41b.  lOoz.,  41b. ; 
roach,  lib.  frioz.,  lib.  2Joz.,  and  takes  of  roach  101b.  7oz., 
•31b.  9oz. — M.  CuDDOx. 

Walworth  Waltonlaus  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road.  Walworth,  8.E.— 
We  have  arranged  to  have  an  open  competition  on  Feb.  19 
for  the  three  lapsed  crizes,  and  on  Wednesday  next  there 
will  be  another  open  competition  for  three  more  prizes. 
Mr.  W.  Sparrow  weighed-in  some  nice  perch  and  bream 
from  the  Thames. —  W.  Wray. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road.— Mr.  .James  Tayler  ("Red  Palmer") 
haa  kindly  promised  to  read  us  a  paper  on  "  Rain  and 
Biverg."  Date  not  yet  fixed,  but  will  give  full  informa- 
tion next  week.  We  hope  members  will  muster  strong, 
and  iihaU  be  glad  to  see  any  visitors  from  other  clubs. — 
A.  G.  H. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
i  out  on  Feb.  12  in  the  match,  and  the  following  took 
the  prizes:  Messrs.  Weller,  Ben,,  first;  John  Newton, 


second;  L.  Hunt,  third.  I  hope  our  members  will  not 
forget  that  it  is  our  monthly  meeting  on  Wednesday  next, 
Feb.  22.— U.  Lowtheb. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency -street,  S.W.— On  Feb.  12,  Mr.  Beck  weighed-in 
a  jack  of  lUlb.,  and  Mr.  Richardson  a  good  show  of  bream 
and  dace.  A  special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Feb.  22  to 
arrange  match. — S.  H. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra  -  road, 
Wimbledon. — Only  some  half  dozen  members  turned  up 
for  the  fortnightly  competition  on  the  12th  inst.  The 
weather  was  something  to  be  remembered,  and  but  one 
prize  was  taken  ;  Mr.  H.  Golding,  jun.,  was  the  lucky 
winner  with  three  nice  bream.  The  next  outing  is  fixed 
for  the  26th  inst.,  at  Weybridge,  as  usual.  The  same 
prizes,  trains,  and  conditions  will  obtain  as  heretofore. — 
Hon.  Secretary. 


CARLISLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 
The  forty-sixth  annual  report  of  the  above  society  is  to 
hand,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract :  "They  are 
sorry  not  to  be  in  a  position  to  report  favourably  on  the  suc- 
cess of  its  numerous  members  so  far  as  salmon  fishing  was 
concerned,  as  90  per  cent,  of  our  members  were  not  success- 
ful in  hooking  a  single  fish.  Undoubtedly  salmon  were  very 
scarce  in  the  autumn  months.  There  was  a  very  good 
show  of  such  fish  in  the  spring,  but,  unfortunately,  mem- 
bers of  our  association  are  not  privileged  to  angle  in  such 
stretches  of  water  as  are  usually  resorted  to  by  these  fish, 
their  efl:orts  being  mainly  confined  to  autumn  fishing  in 
the  lower  reaches.  Your  committee  have  frequently 
endeavoured  to  procure  water  in  the  upper  portions  of  the 
river,  but  hitherto  with  little  success.  Sea  trout  were 
fairly  numerous  in  the  early  part  of  the  season.  This 
applies  more  particularly  to  the  lower  reaches,  although 
good  catches  were  also  obtained,  in  the  '  Sheep  Mount,' 
and  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Carlisle.  Grey  trout  were 
also  fairly  numerous  in  all  parts  of  the  river,  and  many  of 
our  members  met  with  good  sport  amongst  these  fish. 
The  committee  are  also  glad  to  point  out  that  the  leasing 
of  the  Caldew  from  R.  S.  Ferguson,  Esq.,  and  E. 
Stead,  Esq.,  resulted  in  a  large  number  of  tickets  being 
taken  out.  The  innovation  of  granting  tickets  at  a  small 
charge  to  juveniles  has  te?n  the  msans  of  adding  a  large 
number  of  members  to  the  association,  most  of  whom,  it 
is  hoped,  will  in  future  continue  their  membership.  The 
efforts  of  your  committee  to  have  the  time  of  closing 
extended  to  the  end  of  November  met  with  no  success. 
The  amount  paid  to  the  Eden  Conservancy  Board  this 
year  amounted  to  £29,  being  an  increase  of  £9  over  the 
previous  year.  This  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  actual 
amount  received  for  licences  by  the  association  was  £27 10s. , 
thus  leaving  £1  lOs.  for  the  checking  of  tickets  by  their 
watchers.  It  may  be  noted  that  our  members  contributed 
no  less  a  sum  than  £115  for  licences  to  the  funds  of  the 
conservancy  board  during  the  past  year.  The  balance  in 
favour  of  the  asEOciation  shows  an  increase  of  £24  over 
1897.  This  improved  position  arises  from  the  fact  of  our 
having  been  compelled,  for  want  of  funds,  to  give  up 
certain  stretches  of  water,  the  rentals  of  which  amounted 
to  £40.  The  committee  are  greatly  indebted  to  Miles 
Maolnnes,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Robinson,  Esq.,  for  the 
free  use  of  their  stretches  of  water,  and  desire  to  thank 
them  very  heartily  for  such  privilege.  They  also  wish  to 
place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  the  public  spirit  of 
the  other  proprietors  who  lease  their  fishings  to  the 
association." 


INTERNATIONAL  CHESS  TOURNAMENT, 
LONDON,  1899. 

During  the  past  three  months  great  progress  hae  been 
made  in  the  movement  to  organize  an  International  Chess 
Tournament,  to  be  held  in  London  during  the  coming 
summer,  and  it  is  now  announced  that  the  committee 
have  made  arrangements  to  hold  the  tournament  in  the 
St.  Stephen's  Great  Hall,  adjoining  the  Royal  Aquarium, 
with  entrance  from  Prince's-street,  Westminster. 

Play  will  last  six  or  seven  weeks,  commencing  on  May  30. 

Some  little  difficulty  was  anticipated  in  finding  a  suitable 
hall,  the  tournament  being  fixed  to  take  place  during  the 
height  of  the  London  season,  and  the  committee  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  securing  such  a  fine  hall,  capable  of 
holding  a  very  large  company,  and  so  well  situated  for 
sightseers. 

A  very  strong  committee  has  been  formed,  of  which  Sir 
George  Newnes,  president  of  the  British  and  City  of 
London  Chess  Clubs,  is  president,  and  including,  among 
the  hundred  or  more  names,  the  Marquis  of  Ripon,  Vis- 
counts Cobham  and  Folkestone,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
Lord  Rayleigh,  F.R.S.  ;  a  strong  contingent  of  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  including  the  Attorney-General,  Sir 
Wm.  Hart  Dyke,  and  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  and  the 
presidents  of  all  the  leading  chess  clubs  and  associations 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  two  tournaments, — the  first  a 
Double  Round  Tournament  limited  to  about  sixteen 
players,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  include  all  the  finest 
players  in  the  world,  and  secondly,  a  Single  Round 
Tournament  of  twenty  or  more  players  not  competing  in 
the  Double  Round  Tournament.  The  prize  fund  will,  it 
is  anticipated,  amount  to  about  .£1500,  and  towards  this 
prf  miscB  have  been  received  by  the  committee  of  about 
£1000.  The  joint  hon.  secretaries  of  the  tournament  are 
Mr.  Junius  L.  Cope,  hon.  secretary  of  the  British  Chess 
Club,  which  is  taking  a  leading  part  in  the  matter,  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Russell,  hon.  secretary  of  the  City  of  London 
Chess  Club.  Subscriptions  to  the  pri/.e  fund  may  be  sent 
to  them  at  the  British  Chess  Club,  5,  Whitehall- 
court,  S.W. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

1050.  Reuben  Heaton,  Hospital-street,  Birmingham. 
Line  director  for  fishing  rod  end  pulleys. 
21,279.  Trawling.  Patentee,  Mr.  J.  Conrs,  Altona- 
on-the-Elbe,  Germany,  relates  to  otter  boards. 
The  board  consists  of  a  box-like  frame, 
between, the  top  and  bottom  of  which  vertical 
lojivre  boards  are  fixed  so  as  to  be  adjustable. 
1743.  Lambert  William  Scotford  and  Alexander 
Cruickshanks,  Wray  -  crescent,  Toliiogton 
Park,  London.  A  double  spiral  spring  regu- 
lating fishing  winch  or  reel. 
22,340.  Fishing.  Patentee,  Mr.  H.  R.  Mortell, 
Wellington  -  street,  Gravesend,  relates  to 
trawling  gear.  Otter  boards  are  replaced  by 
short  axles  carrying  wheels  of  unequal 
diameter,  the  larger  one  being  placed  inside 
to  produc3  a  diverging  action  as  the  net  iB 
drawn  along. 

2085.  August  S.  Ludt,  of  Ludgate  Hill,  London, 
relates  to  an  improved  means  for  transporting 
live  fish. 

2193,  Andrew  Verd  Chapin,  of  Queen  Victoria- 
street,  London,  relates  to  fishing  reel  tension 
attachment. 


jottings  bp  f^c  i^ap. 

Motto  for  the  last  week's  weather,  "De  gustihus  noi} 
est  disputandum,"  which  being  freely,  very  freely, 
translated  means,  "  It  is  little  use  to  argue  with  the  wind 
for  the  possession  of  your  best  "  long  sleeved  "  hat. 


Once  more  I  have  to  refer  to  the  books  issued  by  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway.  This  time  it  is  a  most  useful 
little  waistcoat  pocket  book  containing  a  list  of  the 
principal  horse  and  cattle  fairs,  racing,  steeplechase,  and 
cricket  fixtures,  and  angling  information  for  1899.  The 
anonymous  compiler  deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  the 
amount  of  information  on  widely  varying  subjects  he  has 
managed  to  compress  into  an  almost  microsopic  space. 
Racing  and  cricket  are  liberally  dealt  with,  but  pages  111  to 
134  contain  what  is  to  me,  and,  doubtless,  to  my  readers,  the 
most  interesting  part  of  the  book,  a  fund  of  angling  notes 
which  are  sure  to  be  useful. 


Fence  months,  sizes  of  fish,  angling  waters,  and  other 
subjects  of  interest  or  importance  to  anglers  are  fully  set 
forth,  and  not  the  least  valuable  is  the  list  of  angling 
resorts  on  the  company's  system,  I  may  not  have  to  con- 
sult the  book  to  find  when  Gloucestershire  will  play  the 
Australians  at  Bristol,  when  Drogheda  fair  is  held,  the 
Jubilee  Stakes  are  run  for,  or  how  much  it  costs  to  send  a 
horse  from  Belfast  to  Boulogne,  all  of  which  this  little 
book  will  tell  me,  but  I  know  it  will  be  often  looked  at 
when  I  cannot  quite  make  up  my  mind  as  to  which  part  of 
the  country  I  shall  visit  for  my  weekly  fishing  jaunt,  and  I 
know  I  shall  not  look  in  vain.  There  is  a  capital  half  tone 
block  of  the  company's  splendid  steamer  Dresden,  and,  of 
course,  a  list  of  fares  to  the  principal  stations.  I  cannot 
really  speak  too  highly  of  this  capital  little  volume,  which 
should  be  in  the  hand,  or  rather  the  waistcoat  pocket,  of 
every  sportsman. 

The  labourers  who  were  convicted  at  the  Bingham 
Petty  Sessions  of  illegally  fishing  in  the  river  Trent  seem 
to  have  been  rather  lucky.  It  was  stated  in  evidence  (see 
report  in  another  column)  that  the  defendants  were  using 
a  net  that  "  was  capable  of  taking  all  the  small  fry,  and 
could  sweep  everything  out  of  the  Trent,"  and  it  was 
proved  that  they  were  fishing  illegally,  so  that  in  fining 
them  403.  and  costs,  and  confiscating  the  net,  the 
magistrates  cannot  be  said  to  have  erred  on  the  side  of 
severity.  The  maximum  penalty  for  this  objectionable 
offence  is  only  £5,  surely  hardly  enough  ! 


So.viE  years  ago  I  spent  a  month's  holiday  in  Wales  and 
Ireland.  After  the  usual  drive  round  the  Phaynix  Parrk 
and  a  bathe  in  the  Liffey — and  looking  at  Strawberry 
Hall  when  there  were  no  strawberries  to  be  had — I  was 
induced  to  go  as  far  as  the  salmon  lep,  but  I  saw  no 
salmon  leap.  A  certain  Irish  wag  (all  Irishmen  are  wags) 
told  me  at  Foley's  Hotel  at  night  that  he  was  sorry  I  had 
been  disappointed,  and  assured  me  that  if  I  would 
accompany  him  the  next  day  he  would  show  me  a  wrinkle. 
This  consisted  of  a  large  coke  fire  placed  just  above  the 
weir,  upon  which  was  a  large  frying-pan  cont  aining  boiling 
fat.  "  You  see,"  says  he,  "  that  when  the  salmon  leap  up 
they  leap  into  the  frying-pan;  when  it's  done  oneside  we  just 
turn  them  over  and  cook  the  other  side.  Then  we  place 
them  in  a  box  and  drive  home  with  them  '  all  hot.'  "  But 
I  had  to  visit  the  Zoological  Gardens  the  next  day,  and 
consequently  had  no  hot  salmon. 


Scrih7ici-'s  Magazine  for  February  is  a  specially  in- 
teresting number.  The  letters  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 
are  contmued,  and  illustrated  by  some  delicately  beautiful 
drawings  by  . Herbert  Railton.  "The  Lepers — a  tale  of 
South  Africa,"  is  an  intensely  dramatic  story  by  Wm. 
Chas.  Scully.  Theodore  Roosevelt  continues  his  account 
of  the  "  Rough  Riders,"  and  there  are  interesting  articles 
on  Wm.  Makepeace  Thackeray  and  other  subject*,  as  well 
as  some  of  those  short  stories  for  which  Scrihner's  is  so 
famous. 
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The  following  cuttinpr  was  sent  from  Salisbury  :  "  A 
Monster  Trout— While  Capt.  Howell,  of  St.  Mark's-road, 
was  pike  fishing  in  Mr.  Gregory's  river  recently,  a  large 
trout  took  his  trolling  bait.  It  weighed  141b.  Ooz.,  and 
measured  31in.  in  length,  18in.  girth,  and  7in.  depth.  It 
was  photographed  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Messer,  Castle-street,  and 
is  being  stuffed  by  Mr.  White,  High-street.  Since  the 
beginning  of  last  year  Capt.  Howell  has  caught  upwards  of 
130  pike,  many  of  which  scaled  81b.  to  ir)lb.,  as  well  as  a 
good  many  trout,  grayling,  and  other  fish." 

 >»»■»<  

Me.  Edwin  Gunston  (of  Teddington),  was  out  on 
Feb.  14  with  J.  Johnson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  and  took 
sixty-four  good  bream  and  eighteen  roach  within  a  very 
short  distance  of  his  house. 


The  late  Thames  (Windsor)  competition  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  resulted  in  the  sum  of  £23  16s.,  which  will  be 
handed  over  to  the  executive  on  Feb.  24. 

I  AM  asked  to  say  that  the  dimensions  of  Mr.  Well's  pike 
(Allason  United  Brothers),  was  42in.  in  length,  25in.  in 
girth,  and  weighed  251b. 

_  The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  at  the  Foresters  Hall,  on  Monday 
evening  next,  Feb.  20.    Chair  to  be  taken  at  8.30. 


Any  submarine  boat  (says  the  Sunday  Special)  must,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  be  cranky.  It  was  found  in  the 
Nordenfelt — and  the  same  defect  exists  admittedly  in  the 
Zeile — that  the  movement  of  her  crew  or  of  things  on 
board  altered  her  equilibrium  and  was  liable  to  depress  or 
raise  the  bow  dangerously  out  of  the  horizontal,  and  then 
comes  the  insuperable  difficulty  of  all,  that  once  sub- 
merged, no  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  course  of  a  sub- 
marine boat  or  her  speed,  the  result  being  that  she  must 
continually  come  to  the  surface  to  fix  her  position,  while 
nothing  has  yet  been  discovered  by  which  the  impene- 
trable gloom  below  the  surface  of  the  water  can  be 
pierced.  The  electric  search-light,  so  far  from  enabling 
the  crew  of  the  Zede  to  see  anything  ahead,  rendered  the 
sea,  if  anything,  more  opaque,  as  shoals  of  fish  were 
attracted  by  the  glare,  and  kept  hovering  round  the  disc. 
There  may  be  a  future  for  submarine  boats,  but  the  French 
in  the  Gustave  Zede  have  done  nothing  as  yet  to  solve  the 
protlem  which  has  not  been  done  already,  and  it  is  quite 
certaia  that  the  Magenta  would  never  have  been  torpedoed 
if  her  commander  had  cared  to  avoid  being  so.  M.  Lcckroy 
and  the  French  public  had,  however,  to  be  impressed  and 
pleased.  It  is  one  thing  to  construct  a  submarine  boat, 
it  is  quite  another  thing  to  make  her  of  any  use,  and, 
for  the  present,  the  Gustave  Zede  is  nothing  but  a  danger- 
ous toy. 

Me.  p.  E.  Loft,  of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers, 
sends  the  following :  "  W.  Bishop,  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers'  Angling  Society,  had  a  curious  experience  when 
fishing  in  the  Lea  near  Enfield  Lock.  Two  anglers  were 
fishing  from  the  bank  near  him  when  it  gave  way, 
throwing  them  in  the  water.  Bishop  went  to  their 
assistance,  and,  by  laying  on  his  stomach,  was  able  to 
grasp  each  of  the  men  by  the  arm.  However,  he  was 
unable  to  drag  them  out,  and  lay  in  this  helpless  position, 
still  retaining  his  hold,  for  twenty  minutes,  until  assistance 
arrived."  The  above  took  place  at  Coventry's  water,  at 
Sewardstone,  on  Feb.  12.  Unfortunately  both  anglers, 
after  being  well  looked  after  at  Coventry's  house,  left 
without  giving  their  names  or  club,  and  Bishop  lost  his 
hat  and  got  his  tackle  damaged  ! 


"  Firing  on  British  trawlers"  sounds  ugly,  and  if  the 
reports  wired  from  Grimsby  are  true,  the  captain  of  the 
Danish  gunboat  implicated  appears  to  have  acted  in  a  high- 
handed and  unwarrantable  manner.  It  is  reported  that 
twenty-three  trawlers — fourteen  from  Grimsby  and  nine 
from  Hull — took  refuge  from  the  weather  in  Fuzleford 
Harbour,  Faroe  Islands.  They  were  ordered  by  the 
captain  of  the  Danish  gunboat  to  follow  him  toThorshavn, 
the  cipital  of  the  group,  for  trial  for  being  in  the  harbour 
"with  their  trawls  on  board."  If  they  were  simply 
taking  refuge  owing  to  stress  of  weather,  and  their  trawls 
were  on  board,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  could  be 
contravening  the  regulations  as  to  fishing  within  territorial 
waters.  Two  of  the  boats,  the  Iliii/clia  and  Marjir,  of 
Grimsby,  approached  each  other  to  speak,  when  the  gun- 
boat .fired  on  them,  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  a  later  report 
with  blank  cartridge  only;  but  the  whole  fleet  at  once 
hoisted  British  colours,  and  went  into  Thorshavn  cock- 
a-doodle-dooing  defiantly  with  their  steam  sirens.  All 
the  trawlers  implicated  were  fined.  On  an  ex  parte  state- 
ment of  this  kind  it  is,  of  course,  difficult  to  pronounce  an 
opinion,  and  I  give  none  ;  but  while  my  sympathies  are 
naturally  with  my  fellow  countrymen,  I  cannot  forget 
that  on  more  than  one  occasion  unpleasant  reports  have 
come  to  hand  of  the  behaviour  of  British  fishermen  in  the 
far  north. 


The  Yachting  Exhibition  continues  an  attractive  feature 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  It  closes  on  March  2,  and  will 
be  succeeded  by  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  on  March  8. 
The  entertainments  are  going  strong,  and  will  on  Monday 
incIu'Je  a  double-voiced  ventriloquist,  a  champion  lady  shot, 
and  a  contortionist. 

 »♦♦■»<  

"  WnKN  the  stormy  winds  do  blo-o-O-o  !  "  go  fishing. 
Never  mind  the  colour  of  the  water — so  long  as  it  is  wet. 
Here  is  an  account  of  Mr.  Miller's  two  days'  fishing.  He 
belongs  to  the  True  (/aledoniana  A.S.  Thirty.tive  roach 
weighing  411b.  12oz,,  eleven  going  over  lib.  4oz.,  largest 
lib.  12^02.   And  they  wanted  getting. 


Caediff  and  the  Bristol  Channel  and  the  River  Taff 
and  the  River  Ely  got  so  badly  mixed  up  on  Feb.  12  that 
it  will  probably  take  a  week  to  sort  them  out. 


A  LAEGE  eel  was  caught  in  Cathedral-road,  Cardiff, 
after  the  flood.  The  policeman  who  effected  the  arrest 
thinks  the  eel  was  on  ttie  way  to  its  home  in  Ely. 


How's  this  for  an  acknowledgment?  "Dear  Sir, — I 
am  obliged  by  your  inquiry  of  the  12th  inst.,  for  which  I 
am  obliged,  and  hope  to  reply  thereto  in  the  course  of  a 
post  or  80." 

A  well-known  Teutonic  orchestral  player,  while  ful- 
filliog  an  engagement  in  Sydney,  thought  he  would  go 
fishing,  and,  being  advised  to  bait  with  prawns,  had  this 
experience  :  "  I  puy  me  a  fishing  line  and  vent  to  a  pork- 
butcher  und  took  for  sixpence  prawn  (brawn).  Zen  I  go 
fishing,  und  I  stop  zere  all  day,  und  catch  nodings,  und  I 
lose  all  my  prawn.    'Tvas  better  I  eat  him  mineselluf." 

 >♦<♦<  


He  was  a  member  of  a  London  vestry,  and  having  been 
brought  into  contact  with  a  landed  pr  oprietor  near  the 
coast,  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  a  day's  sea  fishing. 
Here  are  a  few  flowers  culled  from  the  description  he  gave 
of  his  outing.  "  Talk  about  a  trip — at  the  ratepayers 
expense — for  the  Cemetery  Committee,  and  dinner  at  the 
'  Hangel  and  Hartichoke,'  it  wasn't  in  it.  I  went  down  in 
a  Pulman  car,  and  had  a  '  rekerchy  '  luncheon.  Then  we 
had  whiskies  and  soda,  and  '  Laryngnitis  '  cigars,  and  at 
last  I  was  taken  out  to  sea  in  a  boat  that  was  beauti- 
fully painted,  though  they  call  it  a  dingy  one.  We  caught 
some  '  castor  and  pollux,'  and  my  host  caught  a  small 
Bass  that  must  have  weighed  a  'tenner.'  I  must  say  I 
enjoyed  the  trip  and  the  lunch,  but  the  fishing  was  a  bit 
tco  rough  for  me,  and  I  was  very  glad  when  I  got  back  on 
'  terra  cotta.'  " 


OUR  P.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  35  (New  Series). 


MR.  W.  H.  GATE. 
"  Worthy  son  of  worthy  sire,"  Mr.  W.  H.  Gate  Ls  one  of 
the  most  popular  men  in  angling  circles.  As  secretary  of 
the  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers,  as  committee-man  of 
the  T.R.A.,  and  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the 
Kingston  P.S.,  Mr.  Cate's  abilities  have  been  of  the 
greatest  assistance  to  the  business  side  of  angling.  A  keen 
lover  of  fishing  from  his  youth  up,  a  taste  doubtless 
inherited,  his  angling  efforts  have  been  particularly 
successful,  as  his  specimen  cases  testify.  "  On  one 
occasion,"  he  says,  "I  had  two  pelicans  on  a  spinning 
flight  at  once,  but  I  didn't  land  them,  so  didn't  get  them 
stuffed  !  "  With  Mr.  Sinibaldi,  jun.,  he  took  on  one  day 
last  year  thirty  bream,  averaging  3lb.,  besides  a  good  catch 
of  roach.  A  sweet  singer,  a  good  sportsman,  and  a  gentle- 
man in  the  best  sense  of  the  term,  Mr.  Cate  is  one  of  those 
whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  on  any  and  every  occasion. 


>  »  «  *  < 


"  And  now,"  says  W.  Carter  Platts  in  the  Yorlcshire 
Weekly  Post,  "here  is  our  old  friend,  '  The  Cockney,' 
coming  along  with  a  simple  little  question  like  this — '  Is  a 
lobster  a  fish  ?  '  This  inquiry  ought,  of  course,  to  have 
been  addressed  to  the  Cuckoo  man  on  the  back  page ;  but 
as  the  answer  is  so  apparent,  I  will  go  into  the  matter 
myself.  Popularly,  then,  when  the  lobster  is  in  the  sea, 
he  is  a  fish  ;  but  when  he  is  in  a  salad,  he  is  very  often  a 
headache  next  morning.  But  let  us  deal  with  the  question 
scientifically.  Firstly  :  The  organs  of  inspiration  in  a 
lobster  are  gills ;  therefore,  he  is  a  fish.  He  has  a  jointed 
body  and  jointed  legs ;  therefore,  he  is  an  insect.  He 
blushes  vividly  when  ho  gets  into  hot  water ;  there- 
fore, he  is  a  man,  and  1  should  say  a  Scotchman 
at  that  when  you  come  to  think  how  he  sticks  to 
anything  he  grabs  hold  of,  and  how  he  grabs  at 
everything.   Thus  it  will  be  quite  clear  to  you,  '  Cockney,' 


that  a  lobster  is  a  human-fish-ineect,    But,  secondly, 
lobster  has  no  vertebra ;  therefore  he  cannot  be  a  fishJ 
_He  does  not  breathe  by  air  tubes ;  therefore  he  is  not  am 
insect.    He  only  gets  into  hot  water  once  in  his  lifea 
therefore  he  is  not  a  man.   So  you  see,  '  Cockney,'  it 
equally  clear  that  the  lobster  is  certainly  not  a  human-fish 
insect.    As  a  matter  of  fact— Oh,  hang  it,  'Cockney, 
what  you  want  to  do  is  to  send  your  query  to  Dr.  Andre* 
Wilson,  or  the  photography  man,  or  the  obituary  editor, 
and  send  the  lobster  (if  it  is  a  good  one)  on  to  me.  Thej 
will  tell  you  at  once  what  is  the  nationality  of  a  reckleas 
reptile  that  takes  euoh  little  care  of  his  bones  as  to  weai 
them  outside,  and  I'll  tell  you  what  he  tastes  like." 


The  following  is  taken  from  the  Hawlce's  Bay  Heraldl 
New  Zealand,  of  Dec.  28 :  "  The  largest  fish  of  the  seasou' 
was  captured  yesterday  by  Mr.  G.  Culliford,  who  succeeded- 
in  landing  a  monster  kingfish,  measuring  49in.  in  length, 
29in.  in  girth  at  the  shoulder,  and  weighing  641b."  Thfl 
line  with  which  this  fish  was  caught  was  made  by  the 
Manchester  Cotton  Twine  Spinning  Co.,  Ltd.,  Compstall, 
a  firm  which  devotes  itself  wholly  to  the  production  of  lines 
for  fishing — deep  sea,  lake,  or  river. 


The  Bohemian  concert  given  by  the  members  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday  evening  last  was  one 
of  the — if  not  the — best  ever  held  under  the  auspices  of 
this  up-to-date  body  of  genuine  anglers.  Ladies  were 
particularly  invited,  and  were  very  much  in  evidence.  Mr. 
P.  Morrall  was  an  excellent  accompanist,  and  amongst  the 
artists  were  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Croger,  Messrs.  Reeves, 
Bonstred,  Maull,  8.  A.  Soake,  W.  Syokelmoore,  W. 
Clifford,  Abbott,  Pelham  Wilks,  F.  Norman,  Hatton,  jun., 
&c.  At  many  concerts  there  are  artists  who  are  par- 
ticularly clever,  and  some  mediocre,  but  Mr.  Gray_  (to 
whom  the  greatest  credit  is  due  for  his  admirable  selection) 
contrived  to  produce  none  but  "  particularly  clever  "  and 
talented  artists.  The  solo  on  the  kitchen  bellows  was  a 
"treat" — in  fact,  the  concert  was  the  best  I  have  ever 
attended.  Mr.  James  Taylor  ("Red  Palmer")  was  a 
capital  chairman. 


On  Friday  evening  next,  Feb.  24,  the  Hastings  Anglera 
hold  a  "Ladies'  Night  and  Cigarette  Concert"  at  the 
Assembly  Rooms,  Castle  Hotel.  Dr.  Tra vers  will  preside, 
and  Mr.  F.  S.  Foster  in  the  vice-chair.  At  the  foot  of  my 
card  of  invitation  are  the  words  "  Cigars  and  cigarettes  at 
and  after  intervals."    What  about  the  pipe  ? 


■  >»»♦<- 


The  Piscatorial  Society  will  have  a  smoking  concert  on 
Monday  evening,  Feb.  20,  and  it  goes  without  taying  that 
the  usual  treat  is  in  store  for  those  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  be  present. 

 1  >  I  *  >  

One  of  the  unfortunate  duties  which  falls  to  me  too 
often  is  to  have  to  act  as  referee  in  angling  disputes. 
Many  anglers  seem  to  look  upon  me  as  Solomon  at  five 
stone  seven  (in  racing  parlance).  Now,  of  course,  I  greatly 
appreciate  the  compliment ;  but  it  has  its  inconvenient 
side.  Here  is  a  case  in  point.  At  a  recent  reaching  com- 
petition the  first  prize  was  awarded  to  Mr.  A.,  and  was 
claimed  by  Mr.  B.  on  the  ground  that  his  catch  was  the 
heavier  by  two  lead  pencils  and  a  piece  of  coal — they  had 
mislaid  the  weights,  and  had  to  use  anything  that  came 
handy  in  their  place.  B.  passes  his  protest  on  to  me,  and, 
to  prove  his  case,  seiids  me  the  two  lead  pencils  and  tin- 
piece  of  coal  in  question.  Now,  there  are  always  two  sides 
to  everything,  even  a  plum  pudding,  and  the  point  is  a 
knotty  one ;  but  here  is  my  decision :  I  will  keep  the 
pencils  for  office  use,  burn  the  coal,  and  the  match  must 
be  fished  over  again.  Judgment  accordingly,  with  costs 
(drinks  round)  against  both  sides. 


The  Golfer's  Mother  Goose. 

/. — The  Boomerang  Drive, 

Little  Tommie  Driver  is  a  naughty  little  boy, 
Who  by  his  horrid  slicing  other  players  does  annoy. 

He  doesn't  try  to  drive  his  ball  like  others,  straight  ahead, 
But  loves  to  pull  or  slice  it,  till  he  fills  the  links  with 
dread. 

But  now  this  naughty  Tommie  on  his  bed  doth  lie  and 
whine. 

Because  he's  got  a  fearful  aohe  all  np  and  down  his  spine. 

And  all  because  last  Friday  Tommie  gave  his  ball  a  whack, 
And  pulled  it  round  so  fiercely  that  it  hit  him  in  the  baek. 

II.— The  Little  Caddie. 

I  had  a  little  caddie  boy  who  was  so  very  small. 

That  he  was  just  as  hard  to  find  as  though  he  were  a  ball ; 

And  once  when  I  was  playing  for  a  lovely  pewter  mug, 
He  disappeared  completely  as  a  buglet  in  a  rag. 

But  when  the  game  was  over — oh,  the  naughty  little 
wag  ! — 

I  found  him  sleeping  soundly  in  the  bottom  of  my  hag. 

— Harper's  Bazaar. 


The  Lyohnobite  Angling  Society's  fifth  annual  concert, 
in  aid  of  printers'  charities,  ai  id  for  other  benevolent  pur- 
poses, will  take  place  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate- 
street,  on  March  25.  The  programme  promises  to  exceed 
all  its  predecessors,  and  with  such  names  as  Marie  Lloyd, 
Vesta  Victoiia,  Harry  Anderson,  Charles  Osborne,  and 
Amy  Brook  (R.A.M.),  the  concert  of  1899  looks  like 
proving  a  bumper.,  The  ohaicman  will  be  Dragnet. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  nauaj  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon- 
.treet  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  15,  Dr.  John  Brtinton  in 
he  chair.  Mr.  Linfoot  reported  fishing  off  Deal  Pier 
vith  the  wire  line.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  gave  hii  experi- 
jnces,  and  showed  two  specimens  of  the  brittle  star, 
.Thich  he  brought  up  on  a  piece  of  rock  when  rod  fishing. 
Mj.  Handley  reported  that  the  alarm  for  the  Southend 
Pier  had  been  given  by  a  sea  angler.  Mr.  Hussey  sroke 
m  the  leubjeot  of  the  abuse  of  hand-lining  off  Sou' hend 
Pier,  and  urged  the  importance  of  the  society  aiding  him 
;o  influence  the  local  authorities.  Messrs.  Green,  Clarke, 
Jasob,  and  the  chairman  also  epoke  in  support  of  some- 
thing being  done  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Tucker  showed  his 
rod  vrith  his  special  top  (ca^ae  and  whalebone  buUt),  large 
puUey  top  and  roller  rings,  and  the  roller  butt.  Tne 
Qsnal  vote  of  thanks  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 

The  committee,  in  presenting  their  report  for  the  past 
year,  would  draw  attention  to  the  change  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  personnel  of  the  members,  although  the 
register  of  the  society  showed  772  members,  there  were 
247  new  members  elected  during  the  year.  The  promised 
revision  of  the  seaside  stations  has  been  carried  out,  and 
a  second  edition  is  already  being  printed  of  the  "  B.8.A.S. 
Pocket  Book,"  which  contains  lists  of  officers,  members, 
stations,  &c.  This  publication  keeps  members  informed 
IS  to  the  rules  and  benefits  of  the  society,  and  will  be 
revised  and  added  to  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may 
reqxiire.  The  principal  fixtures  of  the  past  year  have  been 
mccessfully  carried  through.  The  annual  dinner  was  held 
it  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel,  on  April  27,  the  hon. 
;reaaurer,  R.  Biddulph  Martin,  Esq.,  M.P.,  being  in  the 
jhair,  and  J.  Wrench  Trowse,  Esq.,  the  secretary  of  the 
Fishmongers'  Company,  in  the  vice-chair,  and  120 
aembers  and  friends  were  present ;  this  was  a  slight 
railing  off  from  the  previous  year,  chiefly  to  be  accounted 
ior  by  the  lateness  of  the  date. 

With  the  increased  number  of  active  members  now  in 
;he  society  a  larger  attendance  this  year  is  hoped  for. 

The  annual  sea  angling  competition  was  this  year  again 
aeld  at  Deal,  on  Nov.  5,  6,  and  7,  when  155  members 
jntered  and  116  competed,  a  great  increase  in  numbers 
3ver  that  of  last  year.  The  weekly  meetings  of  the  society, 
.-efsrred  to  in  our  last  report  as  being  of  an  experimental 
latnre,  have  been  continued  during  the  past  year,  and 
aave  been  productive  of  much  interest  to  those  members 
who  have  regularly  attended.  Your  committee  would 
arge  upon  all  members  the  value  which  such  gatherings 
possess  as  a  means  of  gaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  sea 
fishing  methods  and  neighbourhoods,  and  also  an  acquaint- 
mce  with  many  of  our  most  skilful  anglers,  whose 
experience  has  hitherto  always  been  at  the  disposal  of  their 
fellow  members.  On  certain  evenings  special  subjects 
have  been  brought  before  the  meeting ;  thus,  two  papers 
bave  been  read,  one  special  discussion  on  bottom-fisning 
tackle  has  been  held,  while  upon  three  occasions  formal 
discussions  have  taken  place  on  the  proposed  abolition  of 
the  Buckland  Museum,  the  destruction  of  immature  flat 
fish,  and  trawl  fishing  in  the  Moray  Frith,  matters  con- 
seming  the  welfare  of  our  sea  fisheries.  The  other  thirty- 
nine  meetings  have  been  of  an  informal  character,  at 
which  reports  have  been  given,  by  members,  of  sport  at 
Blankenberghe  (Belgium),  Colomell  (near  Girvan,  N.B.), 
Clacton-on-8ea,  Deal,  Dover,  Dungenesa,  Eastbourne, 
Felixstowe,  Great  Yarmouth,  Gorletton,  Hastings, 
Harwich,  Heme  Bay,  Isle  of  Man  (Castletown  and  Port 
Erin),  West  of  Ireland  (Leenareand  Achil  Island),  Leigh- 
on-Sea,  Littlehampton  Looe  (Cornwall),  Margate,  Mine- 
hfftd  (Somerset;,  Newhaven,  Orkney  Islands,  Pakefield 
(SoffJk),  Plymouth,  Port  Isaac  (Cornwall),  Ramsgate, 
Shoreham,  Sonthwick,  Southend,  and  Ventnor.  Your 
committee  formally  beg  to  tender  their  best  thanks  to 
the  agents  of  this  society  at  the  various  stations,  especially 
those  at  Deal,  Leigh-on-Sea,  Ramsgate,  and  Southwick, 
where  most  of  the  sea  anglers  seem  to  congregate,  especially 
during  the  winter  months.  They  further  tender  their 
best  thanks  to  the  8.E.  and  L. CD.  Railway  Companies 
for  the  continuance  of  the  railway  concessions  during  the 
past  season,  and  confidently  hope  that  even  greater  con- 
ceisions  may  be  obtained  for  our  members  during  the 
coming  year. 


ftotesi  from  ti)e  i^ortf). 


Mr.  Theodore  Beickman  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Merry  have 
again  taken  the  Glentana  water,  and  went  up  Deeside  on 
Saturday  morning,  to  Profeit's  Hotel  at  Dinnet. 


Mr,  H.  L.  Crake  has  taken  the  private  waters  at  Invert 
sanld  Honae  at  a  rental  of  £400  for  the  spring  months. 
It  fishes  best  J uring  April,  and  some  records  were  made 
on  it  a  few  years  back.   

Mr.  Francis  Bacon,  Earlstone,  Berks  ,  has  taken  the 
Monaltrie  House  and  water,  with  shootings  attached,  for 
the  season.  It  is  a  good  water  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Dee,  and  easily  fished  at  all  times. 


The  peveron  promises  to  afford  good  sport  from  the 
start  this  spring.  Fresh  fish  have  teen  seen  in  the  mid- 
reaches  for  some  weeks  back.  This  is  the  resnlt  of  the 
enlightened  policy  of  buying  up  the  netting  rights  and 
removing  the  dyke  at  the  Reik  Saw  Mill,  for  some  2IJ0 
years  or  so  farmed  by  the  Duke  of  Fife  and  his  ancestors. 

r>nT5ftg  the  close  season  fish  merchants  have  been  able 
■  T'ply  ttie  ordsTs  of  customers  with  refrigerated  salmon, 
'<ed  in  accordance  with  the  Home  Office  regulations. 
Xiie  North  of  Scotland  Cold  Storage  Company  are  making 


arrangements  for  storing  2000  fish  in  place  of  200  as 
formerly.  We  hope  they  may  get  them,  and  that  speedily. 

Mr.  Alexander  McGregor  leaves  the  Invercauld  Arms, 
Ballater,  in  May,  when  his  leise  of  the  Ballater  fishings 
also  expires.  Many  anglers  and  otherd,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  will  regret  his  departure,  as  he  has,  during  his 
long  lease  of  the  ho*  el  and  tiehings,  made  hosts  of  friends, 
and  never  intentiona'ly  an  enemy. 


The  new  hotel  and  extensive  golf  course  at  Cruden  Bay 
— the  Brighton  of  the  East,  as  it  has  been  felicitously 
called— will  be  in  full  swing  by  April  1.  There  is  some 
good  sea  trout  fishing  at  times  in  the  Cruden  Burn,  and, 
par  excellence,  tip  top  sea  angling  at  any  time  in  Cruden 
Bay  itself.   

The  third  batch  of  salmon  rivers,  including  the  North 
and  South  Esks  (Forfar),  and  some  South  of  Scotland 
rivers,  opened  to  the  angler  on  Thursday  last,  the  16th. 
The  late  floods  have  been  favourable  to  the  ascent  of 
fish,  and  sport  should  be  more  rife  on  the  South  Esk  now 
that  the  nets  are  bought  off. 

The  Ythan  District  Board  are  moving  in  the  matter  of 
extending  the  annual  close  time  till  Nov.  14,  If  success- 
ful in  getting  the  consent  of  the  Scotch  Secretary  of  State, 
this  regalation  wiU  equally  affect  the  Cruden  Burn  and 
Ugie,  as  well  as  the  Ythan.  A  fortnight's_  sea  trout 
angling  wiU  thus  be  secured  at  the  very  best  time  of  the 
year.  Of  course,  date  of  opening  is  to  be  correspondingly 
prolonged.   

The  results  of  the  opening  day  on  the  Dee  are  on  the 
whole  quite  satisfactory.  A  fish  of  171b.  was  got  on  the 
Balmoral  waters,  and  duly  dispatched  to  the  Queen  at 
Osborne.  It  is  not  often  that  spring  fish  are  found  so  far 
inland  on  the  opening  day. 


On  the  other  waters,  Messrs.  Miller  and  Ashton  creeled 
four  ;  Messrs.  Tyringham  and  Granville,  two  ;  Mr.  Car- 
shaw,  one;  Col.  Eddia,  two;  Mr.  Brickman,  two;  and 
Mr.  Merry,  the  top  weight  for  the  opening  day,  one  of 
251b.,  on  Glentana;  Col  Hay  had  one,  201b.  ;  Sir  John 
Gladstone,  two  ;  Capt.  Mitchell  and  party,  five  ;  and  old 
Wm.  Blacklaws,  who  commenced  his  sixty-fourth  season 
on  the  water,  a  nice  little  fish  of  7ilb. ;  while  Gen.  Hills 
had  three.  Nothing  was  done  on  the  lower  reaches  owing 
to  the  flooded  state  of  the  pools. 

The  fly  was  the  taking  lure  on  the  opening  day,  although 
almost  every  conceivable  bait  was  more  or  less  en  evidence, 
especially  the  phantom  and  live  gudgeon. 

Special  Scotch. 


[provincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  majority  of  our  Birmingham  clubs  are  getting  down 
to  business  again,  and  better  attendances  of  the  members 
are  to  be  found  all  over  the  city.  Some  few  of  the  clubs 
are  taking  time  by  the  forelock,  and  are  making  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  their  summer  outings  and 
contests,  which  will  be  both  large  and  numerous — so  much 
so,  that  the  Great  Western  and  Midland  Railway  Com- 
panies will  have  to  put  on  special  Sunday  trains  for  the 
members  to  travel  by.  The  same  old  fishing  grounds  will 
be  visited,  and  the  innkeepers  at  PersQore,  Defford, 
Eckington,  and  Bredon  will  again  do  a  roaring  trade.  At 
the  whole  of  the  places  mentioned  the  publicans  are 
interesting  themselves  in  getting  permission  for  our  mem- 
bers to  go  upon  the  land  ta  fish  the  Avon,  which  will 
again  be  greatly  patronised  —  so  much  so,  that  those 
who  pretend  to  have  the  rights  of  fishing,  and 
obtain  benefits  indirect  from  the  anglers,  should  do 
something  to  help  to  re -stock  the  water  to  provide 
sport  in  the  future.  Bat  this  ia  a  matter 
that  they  consider  outside  their  consideration,  but  there 
will,  perhaps,  come  a  time  when  through  depletion  by  over 
fishing  they  may  wish  that  they  had  done  something  in 
the  direction  named.  Some  of  our  members  have  been 
out  pike  fishing,  and  have  succeeded  in  making  one  or  two 
good  captures  from  their  club  waters,  which,  through  the 
short  duration  of  dry  weather,  have  nearly  gone  down  to 
their  normal  level.  A  member  of  the  Midland  Piscatorials 
took  two  nice  pike  from  the  Trent  at  Alrewas,  between 
Burton  Bridges  and  the  canal  weir.  One  fish  weighed 
81b.  and  the  other  7Jlb.  Mr.  G.  Turley,  jun.,  of  the 
Aston  Britannia  Society,  caught  a  nice  pike  of  lllb.  Goz. 
from  the  Avon  at  Harvington,  which  is  rented  by  this  club. 
A  number  of  small  jack  have  been  taken  from  the  Strat- 
ford and  Warwick  Canals  at  Kingswood.  A  large 
quantity  of  small  pike  have  been  taken  from  these 
canals  of  late,  the  most  killing  lure  being  the  spoon 
bait.  Sport  on  the  Severn  and  Avon  has  been  very  quiet, 
owing  to  the  high  and  discoloured  state  of  the  water. 
Messrs.  Devonport,  the  noted  brewers  of  Bath-row, 
Birmingham,  who  are  the  owners  of  Karlswood  reservoirs, 
are  doing  much  to  make  their  waters  the  best  in  the  Mid- 
lands. They  have  gone  in  for  re-ttocking  on  a  large  scale  ; 
2000  very  fine  perch  have  just  been  put  in,  and  a  large 
order  has  been  given  to  the  Fazeley  Fisheries  for  a 
quantity  of  large  and  small  roach.  The  fishing  is  let  to 
subacribera.  All  particulars  may  be  obtained  of  Mr.  T. 
Coles,  70,  Edgbaston-street,  Birmingham.  The  Oldbury 
Angling  Association  held  their  first  annual  dinner  on 
Wednesday  evening  last,  at  their  clubhouse,  the  British 
Lion,  Talbot-street.  The  members  turned  up  in  full  force, 
and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  pissed.  Councillor 
HoUyhead,  the  president  of  the  society,  occupied  the  chair, 


and  did  hie  best  to  put  the  memhfTi  on  good  terms  with 
themselves.  The  aunuil  dinner  ot  the  delegatt-s  of  the 
Birmingham  Association  has  been  fixed  for  Man  h  11th 
next.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  hold  it  at  the 
Metropole  Restaurant,  High-street,  which  is  one  of  the 
finest  places  in  the  Midlands.  Tickets  will  be  sent  t  )  the 
clubs  on  Monday  next.  We  are  having  shocking  weather, 
owing  to  which  very  little  angling  has  been  done,  the  heavy 
rains  and  high  winds  having  prevented  our  members  from 
going  out. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

We  have  experienced  splendid  mild  weather  in  this 
district  since  the  advent  of  the  new  moon,  and  had  our 
local  waters  been  in  better  condition  no  doubt  our  roach 
fishermen  would  have  had  a  splendid  time  of  it.  Never- 
theless, a  few  good  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  top 
stretches  of  the  river  Hull  at  Wansford,  Brigham,  and 
Swing  Bridge,  from  where  roach  of  lib.  4oz  ,  lib.  l3oz., 
and  lib.  IJoz.  have  been  shown  ;  also  dace  from  7oz.  to 
8ioz.  each ;  and  below  the  lock,  at  Walton  and  Aike  Beck- 
ends,  and  at  Leven  Lock  a  few  good  takes  of  both  roach 
and  perch  have  been  made,  but  chiefly  with  worm.  At 
the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  the  weather  is  simply 
lovely  for  the  time  of  year,  and,  with  the  neap  tides,  no 
doubt  by  the  end  of  the  week  the  waters  will  have  fined 
down  again,  and  some  good  sport  may  reasonably  be 
expected.  A  few  mixed  bags  of  roach,  flounders,  and  eels 
have  be  jn  made  in  the  Wawne  and  Galley  district  with  worm. 
The  Hold  mess  Angling  Society  will  fish  a  sweepstakes 
on  the  river  at  Wansford  on  March  2  ;  and  the  new  society, 
the  Trinity  A.S.,  wiUopen  their  season  and  fish  their  first 
match  on  the  river,  on  Miuto  Flatts,  on  April  loth.  At 
an  adjourned  mjeting  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  on  Wednesday  last,  several  applications  from 
the  affiliated  societies  to  fish  their  matches  on  the 
Holderness  Drains  during  the  coming  season  were  granted, 
and  the  bailiffs  appointed  for  the  Burstwick  and  Winestead 
Drains,  at  Hedon  and  Patrington  ;  it  was  also  finally 
arranged  to  pay  ove.-  the  proceeds  ot  the  Charity  Match, 
amounting  to  £7  4g.  6d.  each,  to  the  two  Hull  Orphanages 
on  Saturday  (Feb.  18).  The  annual  meeting  for  the 
distribution  of  prizes  for  specimen  fish  to  the  successful 
competitors  of  the  past  season,  will  be  held  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  Chailotte-street,  on  Thursday  evening,  March  9th. 
The  Holderness  Angling  Society  have  removed  their  head- 
quarters to  the  King's  Arms,  in  Witham,  Eaat  Hull, 
where  the  meetings  and  business  of  the  society  will 
in  future  be  conducted.  The  Derringham  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Botanic 
Hotel,  on  Spring  Bank,  on  the  6th  inst.,  the  president, 
Mr.  W.  Wardell,  oocnpjing  the  chair.  During  the  even- 
ing Mr.  George  B.  Cheeseman  was  presented  with  the 
society's  gold  medal  for  the  past  season  and  many  good 
songs  and  recitations  were  given  by  the  members  present, 
adding  greatly  to  the  evening's  enjoyment.  On  Thursday 
evening,  Feb,  9,  the  Alexandra  Angling  Association 
celebrated  their  twelfth  annual  soiree  and  ball  at  the 
Ripon  Hall,  in  East  Hull,  where  a  large  gathering  of  over 
260  anglers  and  their  friends  took  part  in  the  proceedings, 
which  were  most  enthusiastic  throughout.  The  officers 
elected  for  1899  are  :  President,  Mr.  B.  Kemp  ;  vice,  Mr. 
J.  Gooch;  and  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  H.  Wharam.  The 
Trinity  A.S.  will  hold  a  smoking  concert  at  their  head- 
quarters, the  Malt  Shovel  Hotel,  on  Church  Side,  in  the 
Old  Town,  on  March  4,  when  other  club  members  are 
invited.  The  Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  have  arranged 
to  open  their  season  on  AprU  1,  at  Patrington,  on  the 
Winestead  DraLu. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Another  suggestion  has  been  made  as  to  the  scarcity  of 
salmon  in  some  of  the  streams  of  West  Cumberland.  Mr. 
J.  Grice,  speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the  local  fishery  board 
on  Thursday,  Dr.  Braithwaite  in  the  chair,  said  he  had 
found  that  the  fivers  were  very  much  poached  near  their 
mouths  by  means  of  draft  nets,  and  this  must  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  scarcity  of  aalmcn.  Mr.  W.  H, 
Watson  and  others  agreed  with  the  statement,  and  the 
question  having  arisen  on  the  appointment  of  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  sea  fisheries  committee,  which  body  is 
supposed  to  watch  and  protect  the  coast,  Mr.  Grice  was 
chosen  as  a  delegate  from  the  board  to  the  committee. 
At  the  same  meeting  the  head  watcher  repoii:ed  that  there 
were  very  few  fish  in  the  fish  pond  at  Holmrook,  but  a 
large  number  of  eels.  This  is  the  common  experience  of 
all  interested  in  the  culture  of  fish.  Eels  are  probably 
more  destructive  to  fish  life  in  ponds  than  are  pike  in  rivers 
and  lakes,  and,  seeing  the  difficulty  existing  in  the  trapping 
of  eels,  it  was  a  good  suggestion  on  the  part  of  Dr. 
Braithwaite  that  as  many  fish  as  could  be  secured  should 
be  transferred  to  the  river  Esk,  and  that  the  pond  be 
allowed  to  lie  fallow  for  a  time.  The  board's  finances  are 
in  a  satisfactory  condition,  there  being  a  balance  in  tixe 
bank  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  nearly  f  105. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Prom  Warrington  continued  reports  of  progress  twe  to 
hand.  They  have  arranged  for  an  annual  dinner,  passed  a 
set  of  rules  for  the  new  federation  society,  and  arranged 
for  three  matches.  The  new  executive  of  the  Isaac 
Walton  A.S.  is  as  follows  :  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  Hoggarth  ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Redman ;  secretary,  Mr.  G.  F, 
Drinkwater;  committee,  Messrs.  W.  Shepherd,  J.  Jenkins, 
S.  Hanson,  E.  Ridings,  J.  A.  Cadman,  and  R.  Wilson. 
The  annual  of  the  St.  Helen's  Anglers  was  a  big  success, 
and  the  members  will  long  remember  the  happy  evening 
they  spent  together  at  their  clubhouse.  The  travelling  or 
membership  card  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association,  if 
judged  by  the  advance  proofs,  is  sure  to  give  satisfaction, 
being,  as  usual,  very  oompltte.  Many  additional  privileges 
are  printed,  and  at  the  same  time  disippear  a  lot  of  use- 
less ones  under  heading  of  first  and  second  class,  fares  of 
no  earthly  use  to  the  migal  angler  of  to-day.   The  com- 
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FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GI.Eiri.YON,  PEBTHSHIBi:. 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2 J  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 

Thif?  new  First-elas8  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Qlenlyon,  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  fishing  on  the  River 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  lo.  Trout  fishing //'ce.  Posting. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office  two  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  MACPHAIL,  Proprietor. 

SALMON  FISHING 


For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY.  Killin  Hotel. 
FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOGH  NESS. 

Re-decorated  and  most  Com/ortablv  Re-furnished 
throughout.   Electric  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
OTerlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  River  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate  S.  TILSTON.  Proprietor 

SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERB, 

KIIjIiAIjOB,  IBELAIfD. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon. 
Grilse,  and  Trout  Flflhlng  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station;  also  as  to 
aooommodation  and  board  In  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Sootland.  on  application  to  S.  J.  Huklet,  EUIaloe 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  oommences  about  last  week  In  May,  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  In  thousauds. 

SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL,— Superb  and  extensive  addi 
tions  since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
S^iifO  F£i?Ojr  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Fishing  Grounds.  Magnificent  views  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMALLTHOTEL,  GLENORCHT,  under  thesame 
management.  —  Guests  have  nine  miles  FREE 
_  SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHY.  Parties  wiring  to  ascer- 
tain ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  ERASER,  Proprietor. 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 
Tbe  Mi,gue,  Oomogue,  Morning  Star  and  Lnby, 
Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TWBNTT  mllea  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  fish— Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM  HOTEL, 
which  Is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and  best  laid  out  In 
he  country,  with  sanitary  arrangements  perfect,  is 
built  on  the  Mague,  and  stands  central  to  all  the  others, 
viz.,  Comogue  (half  mUe),  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile),  Lough 
Gur  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the  hotel  at 
special  low  rates.  Boats  Free.  Tariff  very  moderate. 

T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 


OALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING 
^  (Killaloe),  Two  Miles  best  preserves 
(Clare  .side  of  Shannon)  to  LET  for 
March.  Splendid  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch 
Fishing  free  on  Lough  Derg ;  also  free 
Salmon  Fishing  on  river.  First-class 
accommodation  close  to  river. — Address 
■'  Projjrietor,"  Grace's,  Hotel,  Killaloe, 
Ireland . 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX 

Local  Headquarters  of  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  claas  accommo- 
dation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen  visiting 
Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Commercial  purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD 

(Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Proprietor. 
Boats  and  men  engaged  on  receipt  of  wire  or  letter. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Nea/r  Kingehridge,  8.  Devon. 

GOLF,  GAME  and  RABBIT  SHOOT- 
ING, SEA  FISHING.  Fishing  for 
Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and  Rudd.  Billiards 
and  Tennis.  Dark  Room  for  Photography. 
Five  Coaches  leave  the  Hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

TWENTY  MILES  of  FREE  FISHING  on  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
to  hotel  guoBtB  only.  Bivers  recently  re-stocked. 
Moderate  inclusive  tariff. 

B.  POBTMAN  MAE81JALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGART  (Co.  DONEGAL). 

THIS  Hotel,  built  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim,  is  situated  on  the  BossguU  Peninsula, 
midway  between  Sheephaven  and  Mulroy  Bay.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  the  above  Hotel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing,  and 
public  rooms.  Salmon  Ashing  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagh  Rivers,  is 
free  to  Hotel  visitors  from  Feb.  IS  to  end  of  July.  Stlmon  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel.  Free 
access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate  for  white  and  brown  trout  fishing.  No 
charge  for  boats.  Excellent  sea  bathing.  Golf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circuit  of  3^  miles,  encircle 
the  Hotel.    For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager. 


FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Commencing  :  Salmon,  February  ;  Trout,  March. 
riENTLBMEN  staying  at  the  FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL, 
^  SOUTH  WALES,  have  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Teifi  for  Salmon 
and  Trout  (Inrtje)  fishing,  strictly  reserved.  Also  about  ten  miles  of  other  trout 
fishing  can  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood.  Splendid  scenery.  Fourteen  miles  from  the 
sea.    Vide,  "  Across  England  in  a  Dogcart,"  pp.  280.      A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Splendid  trout  fishing  in  the  lal<e  and  rivers;  fish  average 
fib,,  and  give  grand  sport.  Easy  of  access.  Every  comfort 
and  luxury  provided  in  the  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady 
boatmen.  Splendid  cycle  track  (twelve  miles).  Bracing 
climate,  and  magnificent  scenery.  Season  begins  on 
March  1.  First-class  Grouse  Moors  and  Rough  Shootings 
to  Let.    Railway  station,  Llanfyllin. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address :  "  LAKE  YYRHWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY." 


■  Ajnong  the  beet  and  oheapeBt  Hotels  Bpeolal  reference  abould  be  made  to  the  Axandel. "—Charles  Diokenii 

THE     ARXn^DEIL.  KEOTEL, 

0LO8B  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTBIOT  BAILWAT,  THE  LAW  OODBTS 
THEATBES,  STBAND,  THE  BIVEB,  Ao. 


(HEAD  QUAR2EB8  OF  THE  FLY  FI8HER8'  CLUB. 

TICTORIi  EIBiHKIEHT,  STRilD,  LOHBOI. 

One  of  the  finest  positiona  in  the  Metropolis. 
BBD.    BRBAKFAST.    AND    ATTENDANCE    FROM  Be 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  SUPPLY. 

The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Eoach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Eudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &c.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR   FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

N.B. — Special  Lines  in  Rainbows,  Carp,  Fish  Food,  Oround-bait,  and  Perfection  Carriers 


CLOTH  EII^DINQ  CASES  FOE  THE  "FISHING  QAZETTE" 

CAN  BB  HAD  AT  THB 

PUBLISHING    OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.G. 
Price  3a.  6d.        Post  Pree  2s.  91I. 


GOOD  FREE 


PIKE  and  GENERAL  FISHIN 

EVERY  ACCOMMODATION.  HOME  COJt 
FOETS.  Baits  and  all  requirements.  Punts  frei 
to  visitors.  Moderate  charges.  Wire  or  write: 


FERRYBOAT  INN, 

HOLYWELL  FEEEY,  HUNTS. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

/^VER  twenty  miles  of  preserved  *'ater 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anpflers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Propi-iftor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HoTEL, 

TY  CEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.  N.  W.  Main  Line). 

BRIGHT  bracing  climate;  no  east  wind. 
Trout  fishing:  rivers  and  lakes  open  Feb.  1. 
Snipe,  Duck,  Wildfowl,  and  Rabbit  Shooting 
till  March  1st,  excellent  sport  in  dry  and  frosty 
weatber  Capital  QolT  Links  surround  hotel, 
and  adjoin  sea  coast.  Furnished  apartments  in 
Private  House  for  a  large  family.  Moderate 
inclusive  terms.    Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTRELL. 


THE  CARNARVON  ARMS 

TROUT  FISHING. 

Tf  IVE  MILES  in  Eivere  Exe  and  Barle  : 
free  to  visitors  staying ;  opens  on 
Feb.  14.  Five  hours  from  London. — Car- 
narvon Arms  Hotel,  Dnlverton  Station 
(G.W.R.). 


FISHING  to  LET. 

A  BOUT  Half  a  Mile  of  TROUT  an.l 
GRAYLING  FISHING  and  same 
quantity  of   Private  CANAL  WATEE, 
With  good  house  and  garden.  Apply  to— 


GEO. 

Denf'ord, 


BUNGEY, 

HTingerford. 


TROUT  FISHING  on  the  TEST. 

T/'ACANCIES  for  Two  or  Three  RODS, 
'  for  coming  season,  on  a  short  but 
highly  productive  len^h  of  watet. — 
"  A.  A.,"  Mariemont,  Binley,  Saint  Mary 
Bourne,  Andover. 


30  Miles  Preserved  TROUT  FISHING 

Free  to  the  guests  of  the  HOTEL  DES 
ARDENNES,  Diekirch  (Luxembourg). 
Opening  day  April  1. 

For  all  particulars  about  hotel  and  fish- 
ing write  for  the  illustrated  prospectus, 
sent  post  free.  Inclusive  pension  terms 
4s.  2d.  a  day.       Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 


SILE  FISHERY 
COMPANT. 


Write  for  Price  Idst 


S.  Fario,  Fontinalis,  an 
Rainbow  Trout. 


WANSPORD,  NORTHANTS. 


TO  THE  DEAF. 

T)R.  NICHOLSON'S  Patented  Artificial 
Ear  Drums  have  stood  the  test  of 
20  years,  curing  1,000,000  persons,  and 
are  still  acknowledged  to  be  the  only  real 
cure  for  Deafness,  Noises  in  the  Head, 
and  other  Aural  Troubles.  Doctors  say 
these  Ear  Drums  have  done  more  for 
humanity  than  any  other  medical  inven- 
tion. A  Descriptive  Book  in  any  language 
sent  free  by  J.  H.  Nicholson,  17,  Bury 
street,  London,  W.C. 
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pilars  are  to  be  congratulated  on  th«  satisfaotory  prodnetion. 
The  Lnne  Conservancy  Board  are  doiog  their  utmost  to 
stop  pollution  of  this  river.  It  appears  the  estuary  is 
badly  poUated,  and  application  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
their  assistance  has  been  made.  The  Crompton  Lodges, 
at  Moses  Gate,  are  yielding  some  good  fish,  and  there  are 
some  fair  pike  in  the  waters.  It  ia  a  trifle  hard  to  under- 
stand why  more  do  not  pay  a  visit  to  these  waters,  for  they 
are  worth  it — only  3d.  per  day.  Next  Monday  the  Levens- 
hulme  Anglers  will  hear  Mr.  Pendrigh's  lecture  on  a 
'■  Fishing  Trip  to  the  Donegal  Highknds  in  1898."  The 
Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Collyhurst,  are  now  up  to 
their  limit  of  thirty,  and  all  enthusiasts.  Within  the  last 
tew  days  they  have  been  visiting  the  Irlam  and  Cadishead 
reservoirs,  and  returned  with  some  very  fine  roach.  Next 
meeting  night  they  are  to  have  a  lecture  from  Mr.  W. 
Smith  Nightingale  on  "  Bottom  Fishing,"  and  the 
secretary  has  sent  out  an  urgent  whip  for  that  occasion. 
The  Bridgewat«r  Canal  is  reported  as  fishing  very  well  at 
Patricroft. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  travelling  card  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling 
Association  is  quite  ready,  and  has  been  issued  to  the 
various  affiliated  clubs.  This  association  practically  con- 
fines itself  to  Manchester  and  district,  and  the  card  is  sure 
to  give  satisfaction  to  the  members  for  whose  benefit  it 
has  been  printed.  The  executive  have  spared  no  effort  to 
make  it  as  complete  as  possible,  and  it  contains  several 
additional  privileges.  We  notice  the  system  of  periodical 
authorising  is  still  in  vogue.  No  doubt  the  executive  have 
found  it  useful.  The  old  Standard  Angling  Society  are 
forging  ahead  ;  just  at  present  they  are  discussing  one  or 
two  things  of  importance,  but  postpone  announcing  the 
results.  The  Welcome  Angling  Society  are  rapidly  on  the 
increase,  and  a  very  few  more  will  reach  the  limit  of  fifty 
they  have  in  view.  A  most  enthusiastic  angler,  Mr.  Geo, 
Wyche,  has  lately  joined  this  growing  society.  There  is 
jtill  one  more  city  club  just  at  present  claiming  notice, 
riz.,  the  South-West  MaLchester.  They  have  got  into 
jhip-shape,  and  are  going  rapidly  to  the  front.  The 
Moss  SiJe  Socials,  at  their  annual  dinner,  had  high 
jinks,  the  event  being  admitted  as  an  entire  success.  On 
:he  13th,  in  their  new  headquarters,  they  had  a  good  muster 
)f  members  and  a  good  meeting.  They  have  issued  a  new 
lard  of  membership,  in  a  neat  and  useful  form ;  the 
nembership  is  growing,  and  they  intend  to  be  heard  from 
n  the  coming  season.  The  Lancaster  Angling  Society  at 
:heir  last  meeting  had  a  muster  of  every  member  on  the 
books— very  good.  They  also  decided  to  have  two  more 
ectures.  The  first  is  by  Mr.  H.  Wallwork,  on  "  An 
ijigling  Trip  to  Ireland,"  and  the  capture  of  sea  trout, 
ilb.  to  101b.  The  second  is  by  Mr.  C.  Standring,  on 
Isaac  Walton,  a  subject  he  is  calculated,  after  careful 
jreparation,  of  dealing  with  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
nembers.  We  have  had  a  prosecution  for  illegal  sale  of 
•/rout,  in  which  our  meat  inspector  has  appeared.  Can 
lOthing  be  done  to  induce  him  to  prosecute  for  the  illegil 
jossession  and  sale  of  coarse  fisn  in  the  coming  close 
leason ;  any  amount  of  caf ej  could  be  got. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  weather  has  been  almost  too  rough  for  pike  fishing, 
out,  in  spit«  of  it,  a  few  splendid  catches  have  been  secured. 
On  Monday,  two  gentlemen,  fishing  in  private  water  near 
Norwich,  took  thirty-three  fish,  returning  twenty-two  as 
ondersizfcd.  The  eleven  kept  were  nice  fish,  from  5ib. 
•X)  131b.  each.  Mr.  J.  W.  Waters,  of  Acle,  and  friend, 
ishing  in  a  private  broad  near  Acle,  also  had  a  very  nice 
atch,  their  largest  fish  being  171b.  The  wind  has  now 
noderated,  and  everything  is  in  the  pike  fisherman's 
'avonr,  the  wLole  of  the  waters  of  the  district  being  in 
»pital  condition. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  again  been  carried  on  under  con- 
riderable  difficulties,  owing  to  high  waters  running  in  the 
Trent  and  its  tributaries,  and  the  prevalence  of  boisterous 
sinds.  The  river  in  the  doting  days  of  the  past  week 
ittained  a  tremendous  height,  and  at  the  period  of  writing 
here  were  fully  five  feet  of  extra  water  on.  At  Colwick, 
ID  Saturday  attemoon,  Mr.  A.  Coxon  and  his  nenhaw, 
dr.  W.  Coxon,  cie-led  seventeen  roach  with  the  cockspur 
vorm ;  and  on  Wedni-eday,  on  the  same  waters, 
*r.  J.  Hynea  secured  a  mixed  bag  of  roach 
>ream,  dace,  and  chub.  Some  roach  were  also  taken  at 
/lifton  and  Wilford,  and  in  the  extensive  slack  at  Beeston 
jead.  There  has  been  nothing  doing  at  Shardlow  and 
yeston,  and  scarcely  a  rod  has  been  visible  at  either 

•  rent  Lock  or  Sawley.  The  weather  had  stttled  down  on 
yednesday,  and  indications  were  not  wanting  that  the 
iver  was  running  in,  though  slowly.  The  netting  case 
amed  to  a  successfnl  iesae  by  the  Trent  Fishery  Board, 
t  biogham  Petty  Sessions  on  the  0th  lost.,  should 
1  defendants  pleaded  guilty, 
he  other  alleging  that  he  hid  a  right  to  net  from 
he  owners  of  the  land.  The  bench  convicted  all 
hfee,  imposing  in  each  case  a  fine  of  40a  ,  with 
orfeitnre  of  the  net  used.    This  was  2.5j(ls.  in  length,  and 

•  'til  *'*P*''>  Cipable,  as  testified  to  by  Mr.  W. 
'Mkell,  president  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society, 
*ho  rei  t  the  waters,  of  sweeping  all  the  small  fry  and  fish 
;eneraliy  out  of  the  river  iu  the  district. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

So  far  as  Sheffielders  are  CDncerned,  fishing  has  again 
*en  greatly  int«rfered  with  by  the  incessant  downpours  of 
MB,  and  the  rivers  have  had  very  little  opportunity  of 
ecovenng  from  their  flooded  state.    Although  the  Trent 
running  bank  high,  several  anglers  have  fared 
amongat  pike,  but  taking  the  season  as  a  whole 
M  jwld  ha«  not  been  so  good  an  in  former  years.  During 
D»  past  week  ieveral  visitors  have  put  in  a  few  days  at 
reenlta  of  a  fairly  iatigfactory  character, 
"am,  tiuMe  rodstem  who  have  confined  their  attention  to 


the  neighbourliood  of  Weaton  and  Hazleford  have  had 
very  little  reason  to  complain  of  the  success  that  has 
crowned  their  elf  orts.  To  a  very  large  extent  roach  fishing 
has  of  late  been  neglected  in  the  Trent,  but  in  various 
places  heavy  catches  of  chub  have  been  made,  the  most 
successful  baits  having  been  pith  and  brains.  At  Dunham 
Bridge  the  principal  takes  have  been  composed  of  roach, 
whilst  capital  sport  has  been  afforded  at  Torksey  and 
Laneham  by  chub,  several  heavy  fish  having  been 
landed.  Not  many  bream  have  fallen  victims  to  the 
wiles  of  anglers,  but  a  spell  of  fine  weather  would  work 
wonders  in  this  branch  of  sport.  The  Witham  during  the 
last  week  or  so  has  been  in  remarkably  fine  condi'ion,  and 
it  seems  anxious  to  atone  for  its  shortcomings  earlier  in 
the  season.  In  the  Sincil  Dyke  roach  anglers  have  had  a 
very  good  time  of  it ;  whilst  at  Bardney  the  catches  have 
been  of  uniform  quality  and  quantity,  the  creels  sometimes 
being  further  weighted  by  a  few  heavy  eels.  At  places  the 
heavy  rains  have  caused  the  river  Witham  to  overflow  its 
banks  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  result  has  been 
that  large  quantities  of  fish,  principally  roach,  have  been 
swept  out  on  the  bank.  When  the  floods  have  drained 
away  the  fish  have  been  left  high  and  dry,  as  it  were,  and 
hundreds  of  dead  fish  have  been  found  near  Timberland,  a 
few  miles  distant  from  Kirkstead.  Very  little  fly  fishing 
has  been  carried  on  in  the  Wye  and  Derwent  in  con- 
sequence of  the  heavy  rains,  although  a  few  patrons  of  the 
club  waters  have  had  a  little  sport.  On  Wednesday  in  last 
week  a  few  brace  of  nice  grayling  were  taken  in  Holmes- 
ford,  in  addition  to  several  heavy  roach.  A  fairly  large 
amount  of  good  sport  amongst  coarse  fish  has  been  obtained 
between  Ambergate  and  Whatstandwell.  Prospects  for 
trout  fishing  on  the  Wye  and  Derwent  are  reported  to  be 
very  promising.  The  complaints  about  netting  in  the 
Trent  have  been  very  numerous  and  well  founded.  On 
Thursday  of  last  week  three  men  were  each  fined  £2  for 
netting  near  Dover  beck-mouth,  and  their  net  forfeited. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Anglers  as  a  rule  are  possessed  of  a  considerable  amount 
of  patience,  and  this  season  it  has  been  sorely  tried.  Pike 
tackle  has  been  rigged  up  and  put  in  order,  rods  wrapped 
and  varnished,  and  they  have  week  after  week  been  wait- 
ing for  the  water  to  get  into  condition  to  enable  them 
to  be  used.  But  they  will  have  to  wait  a  little  longer, 
for  the  rivers  are  still  in  flood,  and  again  thousands  of 
acres  of  land  are  under  water,  and  this  day  (Wednesday) 
the  rain  is  falling  heavily,  so  that  there  is  no  immediate 
prospect  of  the  water  decreasing.  So  with  the  close 
season  for  coarse  fish  upon  us,  the  grayling  season  over, 
the  majority  of  club  anglers  will  have  some  four  months  to 
put  their  tackle  in  order  and  wain  for  June  15.  It  is 
the  general  opinion  that  the  heavy  floods  have  been  very 
injurious  to  the  trout  spawning  operations,  and  any- 
thing but  a  good  season  is  expected.  Salmon  fishing 
between  Worcester  and  Tewkesbury  a  failure  all  down. 
In  a  personal  coaversalion  with  several  of  the  local  net- 
men  they  tell  me  there  has  not  been  half  a  dozen  fish 
taken  by  the  whole  of  the  Worcester  nets  since  the  season 
opened — one  net  has  not  taken  a  single  salmon,  but  caught 
a  few  pike  and  large  bream.  The  sixth  smoking  concert 
of  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  was 
held  at  the  Gloucester  Arms  Inn,  Copenhagen-street 
(headquarters  of  the  Good  Intent  Club),  on  Monday 
evening  last,  and,  considering  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  was  well  attended.  The  president  of  the  associa- 
tion (Mr.  L.  F.  Higes)  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by 
Mr.  R.  Wingfield  (district  secretary),  Mr.  Giilham,  &c., 
the  harmony  of  the  evening  being  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Gough,  Wingfield,  Gotten,  Giilham,  Bowen,  Allen, 
Hodges,  Holder,  Hope,  and  Cale,  encores  being  frequent. 
Mr.  MargettB  efficiently  presided  at  the  pianoforte.  The 
next  smoker  takes  place  at  the  Grosvenor  Arms,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  St.  John's  Club,  on  Monday,  the  27th  inst. 
The  Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club  have  their 
annual  dinner  on  Monday  next,  at  the  Turk's  Head  Inn, 
when  a  large  company  will  be  present. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  week-end  reports  from  all  angling  stations  were  to 
the  same  effect,  namely,  that  the  streams  were  in  high 
flood,  and  successful  fishing  was  out  of  the  question.  The 
frost  has  disappeared,  and  though  unsettled  weather  has 
prevailed  in  some  quarters  since  the  10th  inst.,  the  con- 
ditions have  improved.  The  rivers,  however,  require  time 
to  lUQ  down  to  a  normal  level  and  assume  their  natural 
colour.  Little  is  recorded  as  regards  grayling,  even  from 
the  Costa,  a  noted  river  for  this  fish,  though  the  Wharfe 
and  the  Ure  have  yielded  fair  sport  with  worm 
and  maggot.  Yorkshire  grayling  do  not  spawn 
until  April,  which  is  a  little  later  than  the 
Derbyshire.  Trout  prospects  are  encouraging,  the 
fish  being  both  plentiful  and  forward.  The  Wharfe, 
the  Derwent,  and  the  Ure  give  the  fairest  prospects.  Of 
late,  on  the  latter  river,  evidence  has  been  furnished  of 
the  rapacity  of  grayling  in  devouring  trout  ova,  one  angler 
having  dissected  several  of  the  fish  which  he  caught,  and 
found  their  stomachs  congested  with  trout  ova  and  dew 
worms.  Mr.  Oxley  Grabham,  M.A.,  York,  an  enthusiastic 
coarse  fisherman,  has  written  to  the  press  to  support  Col. 
Lodge  in  his  claim  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fiahery  Board,  that  something  should  be  done  for  this 
class  of  anglers.  He  says  that  "  a  great  number  of  trout 
licences  are  taken  out  by  men  who  neither  care  nor  wish 
to  fish  for  trout,  even  were  these  fish  present  in  the  water 
they  angle  in.  It  seems  only  just  and  fair  that  those  who 
contribute  very  largely  towards  paying  the  piper  should  at 
the  least  have  a  voice  in  calling  for  some  part  of  the  tune. 
.  .  .  I  have  had  some  experience  in  re-stocking  de- 
pleted waters,  and  feel  ture  that  the  introduction  of  carp, 
tench,  rudd,  and  other  fish  in  many  of  our  rivers  on  the 
game  lines  that  are  adopted  in  the  Thames  and  other 
waters  would  be  attendee!  with  much  satisfaction,  not  only 
to  the  coarse  fishermen  bnt  also  to  the  Fishery  Board," 


[We  do  not  hold  ourgelvex  renponHible  for  the  opinions 
expresaed  by  our  Correnpondentn.] 

GRAYLING  BAT  TROUT  EGGS. 

Dear  Sir, — My  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  with  the  above 
heading,  has  been  copied  by  several  Yorkshire  and  other 
newspapers,  and,  from  comments  made  on  it,  some  angling 
corresp' indents  have  evidently  conceived  the  idea  that  I 
would  banish  grayling  from  tront  streams.  Nothing  otjuld 
be  further  from  my  thoughts  or  intentions.  There  ia  no 
more  enthusiastic  grayling  fisherman,  or  has  there  been, 
for  the  last  thirty-three  years  a  greater  admirer  of  this 
game  and  beautiful  fish,  either  for  sport  or  the  table,  than 
J.  E.  M.  Perhaps  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  fact 
that  I  have  more  opportunities  for  following  my  only  sport 
or  recreation,  viz.,  angling,  during  the  autumn  and  winter 
than  I  have  in  spring  or  summer,  grayling  fishing  is  such  a 
fascinating  sport  to  me  that  were  I  the  happy  possessor  of 
an  estate  through  which  a  river  ran,  and  the  wat^r  equally 
adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  S.  Fario  and  .S'.  thymallus, 
I  should  sacrifice  the  one  for  the  other.  By  affording  the 
two  fish  equal  protection,  I  am  certain  that  the  grayling 
would  supplant  the  trout,  and  in  a  very  short  time  any  of  my 
friends  wishing  to  enjoy  a  few  days'  trout  fishing  in  my 
waters  would  soon  have  to  seek  "  fresh  fields  and  pastures 
new."  The  knowledge  that  grayling  fed  on  trout  spawn  I 
acquired  soon  after  leaving  school,  but  what  has  struck  me 
forcibly  of  late  years  is  the  great  number  of  trout  eggs 
that  they  do  swallow — hence  my  distribution  of  dishes  of 
grayling  to  you  and  other  gentlemen  likely  to  be  interested 
in  tQe  matter  vrith  the  request  that  the  stomachs  of  the  fish 
should  be  examined,  and  to  prove  that  every  fish  caught  had 
fed  extensively  on  trout  ova.  I  have  often  had  an  invitation 
from  riparian  owners  to  "  come  and  kill  some  grayling." 
Some  of  these  gentlemen  are  not  always  as  anxious  to  offer 
a  few  days'  trout  fishing  in  their  private  waters,  they 
knowing  that  if  grayling  are  given  too  much  encourage- 
ment then  good-b}6  to  the  trout.  Grayling,  like  coarse 
fish,  are  "  left  out  in  the  cold"  by  the  Y'orkshire  Fishery 
Board,  who,  in  answer  to  complaints  of  the  illegal  capture 
of  any  fish  scheduled  in  the  Mundella  Act,  pracrically  say, 
oh,  we  cannot  bother  with  them ;  in  fact  "  we  have  no 
funds  allowed  for  that  purpose."  Few  angling  clubs 
extend  the  legal  clote  time  for  grayling,  and  in  open 
waters  they  are  taken  by  some  anglers  when  fly  fishing 
for  trout  at  the  end  of  March  and  in  April.  I  remember 
once  fishing  one  Good  Friday,  and  I  could  raise  any 
amount  of  grayling,  but  few  trout.  After  fishing  a  couple 
of  miles  I  came  up  to  two  piscators  sitting  down  on 
the  bank  smoking.  Angler  like,  I  inquired  "  what 
sport?"  "  Oh,  we've  filled  our  panniers  !  "  "Strange," 
says  I,  "  I  have  only  four  fish  !  Let's  look  at  your  catch." 
The  creels  were  opened,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  were 
full  of  grayling.  "  Why,"  says  I,  "  they  are  grayling, 
and  out  of  season,  and  neither  fit  to  catch  or  eat."  The 
answer  I  got  was,  "  Rot !  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  says 
grayling  are  always  in  season,  and  he's  right."  In  spite 
of  the  scant  protection,  if  any  protection  at  all,  the 
grayling  have  had,  they  are  not  decreasing  in  numbers,  in 
fact  they  increase  and  get  higher  up  our  streams  than 
they  did  formerly ;  that  is,  of  course,  in  waters  that  are 
free  from  sewage  pollution  or  lead  washings,  to  which 
8.  Unjmallusi  is  far  more  susceptible  than  S.  fario ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  stock  of  trout  is  only  krpt  up  by 
carefully  watching  the  breeding  fish  in  the  brooks  ;  by 
seeing  that  the  spawn  when  washed  out  with  the  gravel 
by  floods  is  returned  to  its  native  bed;  by  artificial  propa- 
gauon ;  or  by  stocking  with  yearling  trout ;  and  by  other 
protections  which  angling  associations  afford  them. 

Under  certain  conditions  we  may  have,  in  fact  have, 
very  fair  grayling  and  trout  fishing  combined,  but  I  need 
not  tell  you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  the  best  trout  streams  are 
those  in  which  there  are  no  grayling,  and  the  Kilnsey 
Club,  whose  trout  fishing  is  admitted  to  be  the  best  on  the 
Wharfe,  will  not  allow  a  single  grayling,  to  remain  in  their 
water  if  they  know  it.  In  your  footnote  to  my  letter  you 
say,  "  Doubtless  the  trout  take  their  revenge  in  April, 
when  the  grayling  spawn,"  and  I  read  with  much  interest 
the  communication  of  "  F.  S.  P."  in  your  issue  of  last 
Saturday.  Of  course,  the  trout  may  take  their  revenge  to 
some  extent  on  the  grayling  spawn  in  April,  but  they  do 
not  feed  on  the  ova  of  the  grayling  so  voraciously  as  the 
grayling  do  on  that  of  the  trout,  for  the  simple  reason  it 
IS  more  out  of  their  way,  as  the  grayling  deposit  it  in  very 
shallow  places,  and  at  a  time  there  is  any  amount  of 
insect  life,  in  the  shape  of  creepers,  larvip,  and  flies,  more 
the  taste  of  S.  fario  than  bottom  food  of  any  de- 
scription. To  prove  this,  if  I  have  the  opportunity,  I  will 
sena  for  your  acceptance,  and  to  the  other  gentlemen  I 
have  forwarded  grayling  to,  a  dish  of  trout,  each  taken 
from  the  same  water  after  the  grayling  have  spawned, 
"  F.  S.  P."  sajseels,  the  miller's  thumb,  &c  ,  prey  on  ova. 
No  doubt  they  do,  but  at  the  time  S.  tli  innallun  spawns  these 
fish  are  in  our  rivers  dormant,  or  next  door  to  it.  When 
the  Yore  was  frequented  by  the  "lordly"  salmon  in 
large  numbers  the  grayling  fed  largely  on  salmon  ova. 
Now  salmon  have  all  but  deserted  our  rivers,  they  are 
evidently  going  in  for  that  of  the  tront  in  place  of  it. 
"  F.  S.  P."  seems  to  think  that  the  trout  ova  deposited  in 
the  tributary  rills  is  out  of  the  way  of  S.  thymaUus ;  but 
it  is  after  a  flood,  when  the  trout  eggs  are  washed  down 
the  numerous  tributary  becks,  in  which  the  trout  breed, 
into  the  main  river  that  S.  f/ii/i/Ki/ZH.- can,  and  does,  fill 
himself  to  his  heart's  content.  The  angUng  editor  of  the 
Torkshire^  Weekly  Poft  goes  as  far  as  to  say  that  he  thinks 
that,  "given  the  opportunity,  that  grayling  have  no 
marked  disinclination  to  vary  the  menu  by  the  addition 
of  a  few  dainty  trout  fry."  This  is  not,  however,  the 
teaching  of  my  experience.  I  have  examined  the  stomachs 
of  hundreds  of  grayling  in  my  time,  both  caught  in 
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the  summer  and  winter  months,  and  never  in  any  single 
instance  have  I  ever  found  the  remains  of  fish  in  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  have  often  found  young  grayling  in  the 
stomachs  of  the  trout,  and  on  one  occasion  I  caught  a 
fmill  trout  with  minnow  with  a  grayUng,  perhaps  a  year 
old,  whose  tail  was  hanging  out  of  its  mouth.  We  know 
that  where  one  angler  fishes  for  grayling  regularly  in  the 
winter  months,  there  are  twenty  fishing  for  trout  in  the 
spring,  summer,  and  autumn  ;  that  in  a  great  measure  will 
help  to  sustain  the  balance  more  evenly. 

I  have  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Ji.hn 
Willis  (of  Carperby),  who  regularly  fishes  the  Yore  from 
Redmire  up  to  the  Hawes  Association  water.  He  says  : 
"  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  grayling  have  very  much 
increased,  and  are  increasing,  and  that  trout  have 
decreased  in  both  size  and  numbers  in_  this  district.  The 
finest  trout  I  get.  both  in  size  and  quality,  are  those  caught 
about  Aysgarth  Falls,  where  there  are  only  few  grayling." 
Tours  truly,  J.  B.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

FLAT  FISH  AND  WIRE  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  once  heard  a  sermon  on  an  abstruse 
theological  point  described  as  "a  man  preaching  about 
what  he  didn't  understand  to  a  lot  of  people  who  didn't 
understand  what  he  was  preaching  about."  This  phrase 
seems  to  fit  your  correspondent  "  Smear  Dab's  "  letter 
exactly.  Although  he  lays  down  the  law  with  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  "  oocksurene ss,"  he  does  not  favour 
us  with  his  signature,  and  therefore  it  is  permissible  to 
speak  more  strongly  of  a  nebulous  anonymity  than  it 
would  be  polite  to  do  while  mentioning  a  correspondent  by 
name.  He  appears  to  be  one  of  those  curious  products  of 
fin  de  sieclc  civilisation,  the  man  who  has  such  an  over- 
whelming confidence  in  himself  that  he  will  take  on  any 
job  that  offers,  give  Lord  Salisbury  a  few  hints  as  to  the 
proper  policy  to  pursue  with  France,  accept  a  mount  on 
the  favourite  for  the  Derby,  or  the  Archbishopric  of 
Canterbury  with  equal  composure,  take  command  of  the 
Channel  Fleet,  or  edit  the  Fisliing  Gazette  as  part  of  the 
day's  work.  But  a  man  really  cannot  know  everything, 
as  your  correspondent  appears  to  think  he  does.  With 
calmness  he  has  given  Dr.  Patterson,  of  all  people,  a 
lecture  on  marine  biology ;  has  told  us  the  law  on  flat  fish, 
in  which,  by  the  way,  he  was  utterly  wrong  ;  then  our 
mutual  and  respected  friend,  Mr.  Parker,  comes  in 
for  a  lecture  on  specific  gravity ;  and  now  your 
readers  are  told  that  Messrs.  Patterson,  Mignot, 
and  Parker  know  nothing  at  all  about  what  they 
write.  I  am  not  concerned  to  defend  these  gentle- 
men on  the  wire  line  question,  for  two  reasons — firstly, 
they  are  each  and  all  perfectly  capable  of  taking  care  of 
themselves  and  their  opinions ;  and,  secondly,  I  have  not 
yet  sufficient  experience  of  the  advantages  or  otherwiee  of 
wire  lines  to  pronounce  an  opinion  one  way  or  the  other,  and 
until  I  have,  I  shall  "  shut  my  hfad  "  on  the  subject.  But 
your  correspondent,  speaking  as  the  self-elected  mouth- 
piece of  the  flat  fish,  says,  "  A  flax  line  properly  made  is 
undoubtedly  the  very  best  tor  sea  fishing  "  ;  and  he  adds, 
"  and  so  say  all  of  us."  Who  the  "  us  "  are  we  are  not 
informed.  Why,  too,  he  has  dragged  his  "  dear  sister  " 
into  the  controversy  is  rather  i)uzzling.  And  another 
unsolved  riddle  is,  why,  when  lis  sister  is  allowed  "  to 
take  the  flure,"  his  coufins  and  his  aunts  have  not  been 
brought  on  in  the  same  act.  But,  as  usual,  poor  ' '  Smear 
Dab"  is  hopelessly  out  of  it.  A  fine  eilk  line,  such  as 
that  specially  made  by  Hardy  Brothers,  is  streets  in 
front  of  hemp.  I  have  tried  both  repeatedly,  so  I  know ; 
and  I  am  sure  practical,  as  opposed  to  "  armchair,"  sea 
anglers  will  agree  with  me.  Then  comes  a  cheap  sneer  at 
"sea  anglers"  (landsmen).  Well,  I  will  give  "Smear 
Dab  "  a  challenge.  I  will  find  in  this  town  (Southend) 
half  a  dozen,  perhaps  more,  "seaanglers"  (landsmen) — 
if  I  go  to  the  B.S.A.S.  I  can  get  ten  times  as  many— who 
will  take  him  on  at  any,  or  all,  of  the  following  things  :  Fish- 
ing with  rod  or  hand-line,  managing  a  boat,  either  under 
sail  or  rowing,  shooting  a  trawl,  picking  up  a  dandy  bridle, 
or  any  other  duty  of  a  practical  fisherman  ;  man  and  any 
reasonable  amount  of  money  ready  at  the  Sporting  Life 
otiice  on  any  day  convenient  to  your  correspondent. 

It  is  to  the  "sea  anglers  (landsmen)"  that  the 
professional  fishermen,  who  have  no  time  for  experiment, 
look  for  improvement  in  sea  fishing  methods.    They  are 
grateful  for  what  has  been  done  in  this  direction,  and  look 
to  us  f'>r  still  further  advances.    With  regard  to  his 
remarks  about  Southend  and  its  flat  fish,  as  usual  your 
correstondent  is  entirely  wrong.      During   the  past 
twenty-five  years  I  have  caught  and  eaten  us  many  dabs 
and  other  flat  fish  as  here  ai  d  there  one,  and  I  can  assure 
yon,  sir,  and  your  readers  that  the  fish  here  feed 
principally  on  shrimps  and  whitebait,  and  not  as  he 
.suggests;    that    they  do  not  "partake  of  a  muddy 
flavour  "  ;  that  people  come  here  to  catch  flat  fish  because 
go  )d  Hat  tish  are  to  be  cauBht  if  you  only  know  where  and 
how  to  catch  them ;  but  there's  the  rub.  "  There  is  not  the 
slightest  need  for  a  Mundelk  Act  or  anything  of  the 
soit,  not  even  fornets."  Indeed!  I  assure  you  I  thought 
there  was,  and  what  is  of  infinitely  more  importance,  the 
North  S«a  Fis  leries  Conference,  held  at  Fishmongers'  Hall 
la8tBummer,thoughtthesame.  Noonewhuhas  not  actually 
shared  the  sea  tinherman's  work  on  the  deep  sea,  miles 
away  from  land  (I  have  frequently),  can  realise  how  vnry 
urgently  a  legislative  mea  ure  to  fct  )p  the  wholesale 
des'ruciion  of  immature  fish  is  required,  and  if  I  err  in 
my  view  I  prefer  to  err  in  the  company  of  a  body  of 
thoroughly  practical    men  like    the  m  mbers  of  the 
conference    above  alluded    to,   rather  than   to  accept 
unquestioningly  the  ipnc.  dixit  of  an  anonymous  corte- 
Bpondeiit,  just  as  I  accept  without  hesitation  the  opinions 
of  my  brother  members  of  the  B.S.A.S. ,  Messrs.  Patter- 
son, Parker,  and  Mignot,  on  the  wire  line  question,  because 


I  know  they  understand  it,  rather  than  those  of  "  Smear 
Dab,"  who  does  not  even  "say"  that  he  has  given  the 
new  system  a  trial. — Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Hcssey  (B.S.A.S.). 

SEA  PATERNOSTER  BOOMS. 
Dear  Marston, — In  the  course  of  a  long  career  as  an 
angler  and  angling  writer,  I  have  generally  contrived  to 
steer  clear  of  controversy.  It  takes  two  to  make  a 
quarrel,  and  I  have  none  with  Mr.  Kirby,  nor  am  I 
inclined  to  prolon?  argument  with  a  gentleman  who 
admits  his  penchant  for  "  putting  all  and  sundry  to 
rights."  So  I  am  quite  contert  to  continue  using  the 
little  wire  booms  when  I  use  a  sea  paternoster,  as  I  do 
not  find  that  the  demerits  suggested  by  Mr.  Kirby  really 
exist  in  them,  and  I  rather  think  my  experience  will  be 
corroborated  by  any  sea  anglers  who  get  them  properly 
made.— Yours  very  faithfully,         Chas.  A.  Payton. 


LOUGH  DERG  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  sorry  to  advise,  as 
"  Oirmuhan  "  has  done,  no  doubt  with  the  best  intentions, 
"  Blatherwyck"  to  travel  to  Lough  Berg  via  Ballybrophy, 
Nenagh,  and  Drominer.  The  shortest  and  most  direct 
route  to  the  lake  is  by  rail  from  King's  Bridge,  Dublin,  to 
Limerick,  via  the  Junction,  and  on  to  Killaloe  by  first 
train.  Could  any  gentleman  or  lady,  say,  in  London, 
desire  a  more  rapid  journey  than  that  between  Euston  and 
Killaloe  ?  By  leaving  Euston  by  the  evening  mail  train 
to  Holyhead,  and  crossing  over  either  to  Kingstown  or 
Dublin,  one  could  arrive  at  Killaloe  at  11.30  a.m.,  and  go 
out  to  fish  on  the  river  or  lake  at  noon. 

Killaloe  is  par  excellence  the  best  angling  station  on 
Lough  Derg,  whether  as  regards  the  splendid  variety  of 
fish  that  abound  here  or  the  excellent  accommodation 
obtainable  in  the  hotels  and  private  fishing  quarters. 

As  to  fish,  beginning  with  salmon  and  grilse,  the  former 
range  in  weight  from  121b.  to  201b.,  301b.,  401b.,  451b.,  and 
46§lb.,  and  the  latter  from  31b.  to  lOlb.  ;  trout  from  lib. 
to  141b. ;  pike,  all  weights  from  31b.  to  151b.,  201b.,  and 
261b.  Vide  my  reports  for  many  years  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  more  especially  my  notes  concerning  the 
grand  sport  realised  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hope,  of  Maiden- 
head, England,  during  their  recent  sojourn  of  three 
weeks  here  at  Killaloe. 

I  need  not  say  that  it  will  at  all  times  be  a  great  pleasure 
to  me  to  give  our  English  angling  friends  every  informa- 
tion about  the  fishing,  &c.,  here. — Yours  faithfully. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe.  S.  J.  Hurley. 

THAMES  RIVER  AND  LOCK  KEEPERS' 
DINNER. 

Sir, — The  executive  of  this  society  has  decided  to  hold 
the  above  in  the  "Connaught"  room  of  the  Criterion 
Restaurant  on  Thursday,  March  23  next.  The  rendezvous 
has  been  fixed  in  town  owing  to  the  difliculty  of  making 
suitable  country  railway  arrangements  for  the  greater 
number  of  our  guests. 

May  I  once  more  appeal,  through  your  columns,  for 
subscriptions  on  behalf  of  the  dinner  fund  from  clubs, 
anglers,  and  others  who  use  the  Thames  between  Staines 
and  Kew  ? 

All  amounts  will  be  gratefully  received  and  duly 
acknowledged. — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  Whitmore  Higgins 
(Hon.  Sec.  and  Hon.  Treas.  T.A.P.S.). 
34,  Windsor-road,  Holloway,  London,  N. 

NETTING  THE  CHICHESTER  CANAL. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  Sussex  correspondent,  Mr.  G.  Salter, 
hails,  no  doubt,  from  the  district  of  the  Ouae.  His 
suggesticn  to  net  a  public  water,  the  Chichester  Canal,  to 
replenish  a  private  one  (or  partially  so),  the  Ouse,  is  rather 
cool;  and  further,  his  remarks  in  last  Saturday's  Gazette 
(Feb.  11)  as  to  the  myriads  of  roach,  bream,  pike,  Ac,  is 
not  borne  out  by  his  statements  in  previous  reports  as  to 
the  depletion  of  the  first  named  water. 

Only  a  short  time  ago,  according  to  Mr.  Salter,  the 
building  of  the  Chichester  and  Selsea  raUway  bridge  over 
the  canal  was  the  cause  of  the  destruction  of  tons  of  fish, 
and  yet  he  suggests  further  netting. 

I  should  suggest  that  the  authorities  at  Chichester 
refuse  all  such  requests,  if  only  in  the  interests  of  their 
own  townspeoplfi.— Yours  truly,  F.  G.  Artt.ett. 


FISHING  IN  NEW  ZEALA.ND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  out  to  New  Zealand  for  fishing 
and  shooting,  and  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  one  of  your 
numerous  correspondents  will  inform  me  the  best  time  to 
go  for  that  purpose.  Also  good  accommodation  for  my- 
self, wife,  and  her  companion  near  to  Leighurst,  Ingle- 
wood,  'ruranachi.  New  Zealand. — Yours  truly, 

John  Bewi-ey. 

BAIT  FOR  AMERICAN  WHITBFISH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  strongly  advise  "  Emigrant "  to  try  the 
fly  paternoster  described  by  me  in  the  Fisliing  Gazette 
some  five  or  six  years  ago.  I  feel  quite  sure  he  will  hive 
good  sport  if  he  knows  the  whereabimts  of  the  fish.  The 
tackle  called  Hegene  is  universally  in  use  on  some  of  the 
big  lakes  in  the  northern  and  eastern  part  of  Switzerland, 
princit-ally  for  coregoni,  of  which  big  takes  are  sometimes 
made.  But  other  fish  bite  freely  at  it,  especially  perch,  of 
which  two  or  three  are  not  unfrequently  hook^d  at  a  time, 
followed  up  to  the  very  sile  of  the  boat  by  quite  an  army 
of  their  brethren  eager  to  have  their  share  of  the  flies.  I 
saw  on  one  occasion  some  big  bream  which  succumbed 
to  this  tackle,  and  char,  rudd,  and  roach  are  frequently 
taken. 

I  had  very  good  results  with  sparsely  dressed  hackle  flies 


with  soft  fibres,  to  which  the  sink  and  draw  motion  givjj 
wonderful  lifelike  appearance.  The  flies  must  be^nounKd 
on  very  fine  and  clear  hair  to  stand  well  out  from  the 
main  cast.  Wet  gut  is  too  limp.  It  is  a  pity  that  ftis 
tackle  is  not  more  universally  known.  I  consider  it  byfar 
the  best  lure  for  deep  lake  fishing.— Yours  very  truly,  ■ 
Lyons.  W.  WiKS.jiAJSJil 

ABOUT  BREAM,  BLEAK,  AND  PEARLS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  and  followed  the  description 
of  fishing  the  Lower  and  Mid  Thames  by  Mr.  Amphlett 
with   much  pleasure,    as  I   used  to  visit  the  plaar 
mentioned  some  thirty  years  since.    Bream  were  ahnndHl 
at  Walton  then.   Aug.  16  was  corsidered  the  best  dd 
then  the  villagers  and  others  make  a  day  of  it — thd 
punts  were  fixed  in  the  deep  close  together  the  evenir 
previous,  some  anglers  slept  in  them  all  night  to  prevai 
others  from  taking  their  pitch.    They  commenced 
daybreak,  and  left  off  at  8  a.m.,  for  shore  and  breakfast^ 
leaving  their  punts  under  the  care  of  some  boys.  After 
8  a  m.  the  bream  are  off,  too,  and  don't  come  on  again 
till  the  evening.    This  is  the  case  ■  everywhere  on  the 
Thames.    I  remember  once  fishing  there  with  my  late 
friend,  Mr.  Klaftenberger.    He  was  too  strong  in  the 
wrist,  for  he  broke  his  ledger  tackle  several  times  with 
large  fish.    We  caught  ninety-nine,  and  bought  a  thin 
ik  of  a  grocer    to  take    them    to    the  Piscatori&l 
Society.    Mr.  Amphlett  recommends  the  tail  of  a  lob  worm 
for  bait,  a  maiden  dew  lob  is  preferable  generally.  We 
were  attended  by  the  late  old  George  Hone.    Since  the 
introduction  of  so  many  st(  am  launches  the  bream  have 
been  scattered  away,  and  the  annual  outing  for  brim,  it 
Hone  used  to  call  thtm,  gone  "  to  the  Ewigkeit,"  or  len 
disturbed  waters. 

The  Piscatorial  Society  were  good  to  George  Hone,  u, 
having  ruptured  himself,  he  was  obliged  to  be  taken  to  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  as  he  had  a  wife  and  young 
family,  we  subscribed  £16  for  their  use  during  the  time 
he  was  in  hrspital.  His  eldest  son,  the  well-known  Otter 
Hone,  was  then  about  fourteen  years  of  age.  The  bream 
are  now  fished  for  under  some  willows,  out  of  the  rush  of 
steam  launches,  with  float  tackle,  but  the  sport  ia  not 
what  it  used  to  be. 

Old  George  Hone  showed  me  one  day  a  white 
bottle  full  of  bleak  scales  he  expected  a  FrenchmM 
to  call  for,  who  came  every  year  to  collect  them  from  the 
Thames  puntsmen.  The  French  now  use  the  Eciles  of  a 
similar  tish,  d'ablette,  from  their  own  waters  for  the 
purpose.  It  takes  71b.  of  bleak  scales  to  produce  lib.  of 
the  so-called  Essence  de  Orient ;  after  the  scales  are  rubbed 
off  through  a  sieve  into  a  basin,  the  residue  is  used  to  line 
the  white  glass  beads  made  for  the  purpose.  But  the 
reader  shovJd  study  Frank  Buckland's  last  book,  "The 
Natural  History  of  British  Fishes,"  1880,  as  at  page  15  is 
a  long  article  I  wrote  for  Frank  Buckland,  at  his  request, 
about  the  manufacture  of  artificial  pearls,  counterfeits  of 
the  real  oriental  pearl. — Yours  truly, 

T.  R.  Sachs  (P.P.S.). 


LAKELAND  NOTES. 

Sir, — I  was  exceedingly  interested  in  the  article  under 
the  above  heading  in  last  week's  issue.  I  fish  the  waters 
in  question  as  often  as  most  men,  and  am  therefore  keenly 
alive  to  the  importance  of  using  the  correct  fly  or 
presenting  it  in  the  most  deadly  manner,  but  I  am  totally 
ignoiant  of  any  practical  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the 
dry  fly,  and  should  be  glad  if  "  B.  E.  P."  will  let  us  know 
whether  he  tried  the  wet  fly  at  all,  and,  if  so,  which  ?  I 
have  observed  the  same  partiality  for  the  March  Brown  of 
which  he  speaks,  but  even  more  so  for  one  of  Choi- 
mondeley  Pennell's  hackle  flies— No.  3  in  Hardy's  list- 
which  is  exceedingly  killing  (fished  wet,  of  course). 

As  to  the  spinning,  will  he  also  inform  us  what  bait  he 
used,  whether  artificial  or  natural ;  and,  if  the  latter, 
whether  live  or  dead  ? 

I  may  say  that  the  fly  is  extensively  used  up  to  the  end 
of  the  May  Fly  season,  but  most  local  fishermen  never 
think  of  trying  it  afterwards.— Yours  sincerely, 

____     Wm.  H.  Pearsai.l. 

LANDSCAPE  AND  FISHING. 
Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  very  kindly  inform  me 
of  any  healthy  old  thatched  village  with  surrounding  open 
scenery  suitable  for  landscape  painting,  where  I  could 
get  comfortable  apartments,  or  rent  a  small  house  withm 
two  hours  train  from  London,  and  where  a  little  trout 
fishing  might  be  obtainable  ?— Yours  truly,         F.  W. 


PISHING  BAG  WANTED.  m 
Dear  Sir,— I  will  require  a  bag  for  trout  for  the  coming 
season,  and  I  would  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  would  recommend  one. 

I  have  a  basket  of  English  wicker,  but  it  dries  up  the 
fish  badly;  also  another  of  French  wicker  that  I  bought » 
year  or  two  ago,  but  it  is  quite  worn  out,  having  been  too 
slight  for  rough  usage  ;  besides,  baskets  are  dreadfully  « 
the  way  when  touring.  Is  there  any  bag  on  the  market 
fitted  with  a  facile  strap,  and  simple  in  its  constrnction 
Moat  of  those  advertised  have  as  many  straps  and  buoklf 
as  a  double-breasted  portmanteau. — Yours,  &c., 

  WkentaB.. 

NORTH  AND  SOUTH  BSKS,  NEAR  BRECHIN, 

Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  me 
some  information  regarding  the  early  salmon  fishing  i" 
above  rivers  ?  , 

What  are  the  favourite  flies,  and  are  other  lures  allowed 
— minnow,  prawn,  worm,  and  spoon  ?  , 

About  what  number  of  fish  might  be  expected  in » 
week's  fishing  under  favourable  circumstances  ? 

Is  the  trout  fishing  good  P— Yours,  &o.,  F.  M.  LbsliI. 
Several.lctters  UMavoidahly  held  over. 


J 
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A  GOOD  STAKT. 


The  salmoT)  angling  season  is  now  in  full  swing 
in  Swtland.  The  first  week  on  the  great  bulk  of 
Scotch  waters — wbicb  opened  on  the  11th  inst  — 
has  come  and  gone,  and  although  the  opening 
days  were  handicapp*d  with  too  much  water,  yet 
the  rePuUs  on  the  whole  were  eminently  successful, 
and  the  sport  since  then  highly  satisfactory. 

The  opening  day  may  not  be  of  much 
importance  in  itself,  but  the  opening  week,  under 
anything  like  fair  angling  conditions,  gives  a  good 
idea  of  what  like  the  season  as  a  whole  may  be 
expected  to  turn  ont.  as  far  as  the  early  spring 
fishing  is  concerned. 

There  were  many  blanks  on  the  opening  day, 
and  no  wonder. 

It  was  a  bit  of  promiscuous  angling  all  over, 
and  a  sheer  bit  of  promiscuous  luck  to  bag  a 
clean  fish,  so  unrecognisable  were  the  regular 
pools  and  favourite  lies.  It  would  have  bf-en 
difficult  to  tell  where  even  a  "kelt"  might  be 
booked  had  one  been  on  the  look  out  for  any 
such  '■  >»eauty,"  so  swollen  were  the  rivers  and 
•treams  all  over  from  Dee  to  Ness. 

On  Monday,  the  second  day  of  the  season  on 


the  rivers  referred  to,  matters  began  to  mend, 
and  right  on  throughout  the  succeeding  days 
cheering  and  more  cheering  reports  came  steadily 
to  hand,  until*  Saturday,  when,  as  far  as  the  Dee 
is  concerned,  the  first  week  of  the  season  was 
pronounced  to  have  proved  the  best  experienced 
for  at  least  the  past  five  or  six  years.  As  the 
volume  of  the  river  decreased  the  pools  were 
better  covered,  and  sport  accordingly  became 
brisker  and  brisker. 

It  was  somewhat  late  in  the  week  before  the 
Spey.  Ness,  and  Deveron  were  in  trim,  if  they 
may  be  said  to  have  been  even  that,  but  at  least 
some  of  the  pools  were  "  come-at-able,"  and  the 
first  fruits  of  the  season  culled  enough  to  indicate 
that  under  normal  conditions  there  is  every 
chance  of  more  than  average  sport.  First  blood 
on  the  Deveron  was  somewhat  late  in  being 
drawn,  but  only  a  day  behind  that  of  last  year, 
and  since  then  there  is  good  reason  to  classify 
that  salmon  stream  among  those  of  which  good 
hopes  of  a  successful  spring  season  are  confidently 
entertained. 

Up  till  Thursday  only  one  clean  fish  bad  been 
reported  from  the  Don,  got  on  the  burgh  of 
Kintore  water,  whicb  may  be  fished  by  all  and 
sundry  at  a  nominal  charge.  At  Inverurie  some 
twelve  kelts  were  booked  and  returned,  but  no 
clean  fish.  There  may  have  been  more  sport  on 
the  Don  than  the  solitary  fin  that  has  been 
mentioned,  although  such  a  state  of  matters 
would  not  be  surprising  to  anyone  who  knew  how 
this  once  famous  salmon  stream  has  been  abused. 
Of  course  it  may  be  that  the  fish  are  not  into  the 
middle  waters,  and  that  the  lower  waters  are  still 
too  big,  but  certainly  it  stands  to  reason  that 
where  twelve  kelts  were  pulled  out  clean  fish 
could  also  have  been  got  at  were  they  there.  The 
North  and  South  Esks  opened  badly  on  Thursday, 
the  16th,  but  owing  to  the  state  of  the  pools 
sport  was  not  rife  on  either  stream,  although  the 
prospects  on  both  are  brighter  than  for  years 
past. 

The  first  day's  returns  from  the  netting  stations 
along  the  east  coast  were  meagre  in  the  extreme ; 
and  the  worst  features  were  put  upon  the  aspect 
of  matters  by  the  prophets  of  evil,  who  are  ever 
ready  to  croak  forth  their  alarmist  views  as  to  the 
speedy  extinction  of  Sahno  salar  whenever  there 
is  the  slightest  pretext  for  getting  a  word  in. 
Happily  their  prognostications  are  not  seemingly 
to  be  readily  verified  on  this  occasion  at  least. 
"  Good  supplies  "  have  been  the  order  of  the  day, 
and  falling  prices  the  rule  of  the  market,  from 
almost  every  centre  where  conditions  have  been  in 
the  least  favourable  for  netting  operations  being 
carried  on.  We  do  not  grudge  the  netter  a  fair 
share  of  the  season's  spoil,  but  we  confess  an 
inward  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  the  big  waters 
have  considerably  reduced  bis  results ;  and  that 
what  has  escaped  the  meshes  of  his  net  are  now 
stocking  the  pools  for  the  present  and  future 
sport  of  the  salmon  angler. 

As  regards  the  distribution  of  the  bead  of  fish 
over  the  lengths  of  our  longest  rivers,  matters 
could  not  have  been  better  arranged.  We  much 
doubt,  that  had  a  committee  of  lessees  been 
appointed  for  the  job  they  would  have  succeeded 
half  as  well.  We  are  certain  there  would  have 
been  much  more  grumbling,  on  the  Dee  for 
instance,  among  anglers  than  there  is  to-day. 

While  fresh  fish  are  being  found  well  into  the 
higher  waters,  it  is  evident  from  results  that  the 
strong  head  of  the  spring  migration  are  not  more 
than  a  dozen  or  twenty  miles  into  the  main 
streams.  Of  course  with  every  semi-spate  and 
daily  flood — for  the  snows  are  not  all  off  the  far 
hills  yet — they  will  move  forward,  and  it  is  a  very 
gratifying  thought  that  while  the  pioneers  of 
the  spring  migration  are  affording  just  as  much 
sport  as  will  keep  the  angler  from  wearjing,  or 
chucking  his  fishery  up  in  disgust,  the  red-letter 
days  have  yet  to  come,  and  the  records  to  be 
made  when  he  gets  into  the  thick  of  the  shoal 
proper.  He  has  something  to  look  forward  to 
compared  with  the  knowledge  that  the  strength 
of  the  migration  has  gone  through  his  beats 
before  the  season  opened,  on  account  f)f  the 
abnormally  mild  winter,  hs  was  the  case  last 
spring  and  the  spring  before. 

Although  not  a  single  fish  was  got  on  the  lower 
half  of  the  Dee  during  the  opening  days,  on 
account  of  the  very  high  state  of  the  river,  since 
then  some  phenomenal  baskets  have  been  made. 
On  the  Durris  lower  beat,  for  instance,  Davie 


Rae  and  a  friend  took  eleven  out  of  one  pool  on 
Tuesday,  the  14th  inst.,  seven  on  Wednesday,  and 
six  on  Thursday,  all  fine  spring  beauties,  ranging 
from  ejlb.  to  121b.,  the  average  of  the  two  dozen 
spring  salmon  being  about  81b.  On  the  Park 
waters  three  and  four  have  been  got  daily  since 
the  opening  by  Mr.  George  Davidson  and  Capt. 
McNeil,  who  share  the  fishery ;  while  two,  four, 
and  six  fish  are  being  got  daily  on  the  sections 
below  this.  This  on  the  lower  Dee,  whicb,  it  may 
be  mentioned,  is  more  favourable  for  autumn  than 
spring  angling.  It  shows  that  the  thick  of  the 
spring  migration  just  got  into  the  river  in  the 
nick  of  time  to  escape  the  netter,  and  that  there 
is  a  good  time  coming  to  those  on  the  waters 
above,  ie.,  the  middle  and  upper  pools.  As  the 
season  advances,  what  is  true  of  the  Dee  is  more 
or  less  applicable  to  the  majority  of  Scotch 
salmon  waters  in  general.  Of  course,  tbey  are 
not  nurtured  like  the  Dee,  and  may  not  share  in 
like  heavy  shoals  of  spring  fish,  but  theirs  will  be 
in  proportion  as  they  have  been  similarly  treated 
or  otherwise. 

The  quality  of  the  early  spring  fish  are 
described  as  of  the  best.  Lanky  fish  are  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence  this  season,  and  while 
the  average  weight  may  not  be  more  than  71b.  or 
lilh.,  fish  of  161b.,  181b  ,  201b.,  and  up  to  251b. 
have  been  by  no  means  rare.  There  is  little  sign 
of  disease  even  on  spent  fish,  and  none  at  all,  as 
yet  reported,  on  any  spring  fish  that  have  been 
killed,  while  those  which  have  been  killed  on  such 
far  inland  fisheries  as  the  Invercauld  and 
Balmoral  Dee  waters  must  have  been  travelling 
since  Christmas  at  least. 

The  number  of  kelts,  as  usual,  have  been 
strongly  e?i  evidence  during  the  opening  days,  and 
especially  on  the  far  inland  reaches.  They  are  a 
nuisance  the  spring  angler  has  to  deal  with  more 
or  less,  according  to  the  distance  bis  water  is 
from  the  sea.  If  far  inland  then  he  wiU  be  rid  of 
them  all  the  sooner,  while  his  neighbour  on  the 
nether  pools  may  be  pestered  right  on  to  the  end 
of  his  spring  lease.  The  autumn  angler  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  kelt.  I  am  tempted  to 
mention  this  obvious  fact  on  account  of  an 
amusing  incident  which  came  to  my  knowledge 
last  fall.  An  English  sportsman,  of  undoubted 
prowess  in  his  own  country  and  among  his  own 
fish  on  the  Thames,  had  a  reach  of  the  Dee  placed 
at  his  disposal  during  September.  He  disdained 
the  attentions  of  the  ubiquitous  gillie,  and  went 
to  enjoy  his  sport  alone.  He  returned  in  the 
evening  with  a  goodly  basket  of  trout,  also  with 
the  information  that  be  had  booked  and  played  a 
salmon,  which  he  had  carefully  returned  to  the 
river  again  as  it  was  a  kelt.  "  That  is  impossible," 
said  bis  host,  "  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Earlier 
or  later  you  might  get  them  by  the  round  dozen, 
but  not  just  now.  All  last  year's  fish  have  gone 
down  to  the  sea,  and  the  present  season's  stock 
have  not  yet  commenced  to  spawn;  so  jou  must 
be  mistaken." 

'•  Well,  it  was  red  in  the  colour,  and,  to  avoid 
trouble,  I  put  it  back,"  was  the  excuse  profferred. 
At  this  the  north  coiintryman  rudely  laughed ; 
and  related  at  dinner  bow  bis  English  friend  had 
come  all  the  way  north  to  kill  a  salmon,  and  that 
when  he  was  lucky  enough  to  get  one,  he  carefully 
put  it  back.  It  was  a  "  potted  "  salmon,  i.e.,  some 
time  from  the  sea.  But  lor  the  life  of  him  the 
Englishman  could  not  see  what  his  Scotch  friends 
had  got  to  laugb  at. 

The  fly  has  been  the  lure  par  excellence  this 
season.  Of  some  hundreds  of  fish  killed  on  the 
Dee  during  the  first  ten  days  the  fly  has 
accounted  for  ninety  per  cent,  of  these  at  least. 
From  all  accounts,  I  hear  of  plenty  kelts  being 
pulled  out  on  the  phantom  and  kindred  lures,  but 
only  in  one  case  that  I  know  of  has  a  clean  fish 
been  got  to  anything  but  the  fly.  Of  course, 
there  may  be  a  few  that  have  not  been  reported, 
but,  making  the  most  liberal  allowance,  I  am  very 
confident  that  nine  out  of  every  ten  fish  have  been 
got  to  the  fly.  Probably  the  high  rate  of 
temperature  prevailing  (from  38^  to  45")  during 
the  first  days  of  the  season  may  have  something 
to  do  with  it,  but  the  fact  remains  that  this 
st-ason's  spring  beauties  will  as  yet  look  at  nothing 
but  the  fly. 

The  best  taking  lures  have  been  the  Gordon, 
Akroyd,  and  Black  Doctor,  running  frcm  2Ain.  to 
.S^in.  irons,  and  of  the  larger  sizes  rather  than  the 
smaller.  Other  patterns  have  also  been  requisi- 
tioned, but  these  three  have  been  the  most  in 
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demand,  especially  since  the  waters  began  to  sub- 
side, and  sport  became  rife. 

On  the  whole,  from  the  fine  head  of  fish  for- 
ward, from  the  distribution  of  the  earlier  pioneers 
of  the  spring  migration  well  into  the  middle  and 
upper  waters,  from  the  success  which  has  been 
already  met  with  almost  on  every  pool  where  a  fly 
has  been  got  out,  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  fact 
that  the  season  has  at  least  commenced  with  a 
good  start.    G.  M. 


"  NORWEGIAN  ANGLINGS 
SPORTINGS." 


AND 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  demand  for 
fishing  and  shooting  in  Norway  increases  every 
year,  and  we  are  glad  to  find  that  such  a  first  rate 
English  firm  of  sporting  agents  as  Messrs. 
J.  A.  Lumley  and  Co.,  of  "  Lumley  House," 
34,  St.  James's-street,  London,  S.W.,  have  taken 
up  the  matter  in  good  earnest. 

They  have  recently  published  a  very  neatly  got 
up  guide  to  the  fishings  and  shootings  they  have 
to  let,  and  have  kindly  lent  us  a  couple  of 
interesting  illustrations  from  it,  which  we  re- 
produce this  week — one  is  a  scene  on  the  Evanger 
river,  and  the  other  a  photographic  reproduction 
of  a  501b.  salmon  killed  on  the  Namsen  in  1897. 

There  has  been  such  a  demand  for  this  list  that 
a  second  edition  has  been  printed,  and  we  advise 
all  who  are  interested  in  sport  in  Norway  who  have 
not  yet  got  a  copy  to  secure  one  by  writing  to  Mr. 
James  Dowell,  34,  St.  James's-street,  London,  S.W. 
Mr.  Dowell  called  on  us  recently,  and  we  are  con- 
vinced from  the  conversation  we  had  with  him 
that  anglers  who  want  to  rent  salmon  fishing  on 
some  of  the  best  water  in  Norway  will  do  well  to 
consult  him.  Mr.  Dowell  is  managing  this  part 
of  Messrs.  Lumley's  business,  and  has  been  out 
in  Norway  making  arrangements  for  his  firm 
with  the  different  leaseholders.  Messrs.  Lumley 
and  Go's  list  of  "  Norwegian  Anglings  and  Sport- 
ings "  contains  also  much  useful  information  as 
to  routes,  seasons,  sporting  licences,  &c.,  as  well 
as  of  the  beats  they  have  secured. 

The  following  particulars  which  we  quote  from 
the  list  will  show  what  a  great  enterprise  Messrs. 
Lumley  have  taken  in  hand,  and  we  only  hope 
that  they  may  be  so  encouraged  by  the  success  of 
their  action  in  buying  up  the  netting  rights  on 
the  Mandal  river  in  Norway,  to  do  the  same  on 
the  Spey  and  some  other  of  our  terribly  abused 
salmon  rivers  in  this  country. 
The  Mandal  Kivbe,  near  Cheistiansand,  South 
Norway. 

"  This  river  has  hitherto  ranked  as  the  second  in 
importance  in  Norway  as  regards  the  total  catch  of  fish  by 
the  farmers  and  others  using  nets,  traps,  and  other 
implements  or  engines  for  the  capture  of  salmon.  And 
from  the  Norwegian  Government's  statistics  we  find  that 
an  average  annual  catch  of  about  40,0001b.  of  fish  are 
taken  by  these  means  at  Holme,  Halaa,  Hartmark,  and 
several  other  netting  stations,  extending  over  a  distance  of 
seven  kilomfetres,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  On  the 
upper  waters,  at  Poss  Foss,  the  farmer  had  to  pay  a  govern- 
mental "land  tax"  of  twelve  barrels  of  salted  salmon 
yearly.  Fortunately,  this  latter  tax  has  been  cancelled, 
thus  affording  salmon  better  protection  on  the  natural 
spawning  grounds. 

"  The  above,  of  course,  does  not  by  any  means  represent 
the  total  take  of  fish,  but  these  figures  are  simply  quoted 
to  show  the  immense  amount  of  damage — from  an  angler's 
point  of  view — these  nets  and  traps  do  every  year. 

"  Messrs.  J.  A.  Lumley  and  Co.  have  pleasure  to  announce 
that  they,  in  cor  junction  with  the  leaseholders,  have 
arranged  for  the  entire  buying  up  of  the  whole  of  these 
destructive  netting,  trapping,  and  other  rights,  hitherto 
held  by  the  farmers,  cottars,  and  others  in  the  valley ;  and 
on  a  personal  inspection  at  the  end  of  the  angling  season 
of  1898,  Messrs.  J.  A.  Lumley  and  Co.  have  divided  the 
river  into  suitable  beats,  and  now  offer  these  to  anglers  for 
such  periods  as  may  be  desired. 

"  The  salmon  have  aooess  to  about  fifty-five  kilometres 
of  this  river,  and  further  apceiit  is  barred  by  the  top  f 4,118 
known  as  Foes  Fo-s.  Trie  total  length  of  the  Maodal 
proper  is  130  kil  )n  e'res,  and  it  has  a  basin  of  1760  square 
kiloii  fetres.  The  Mundal  itself  has  it^  source  on  the 
Hasktjeld,  a  large  plateau  generally  retaining  the  winter's 
snow  well  f>ri  till  July  or  August,  and  the  tributuries  of 
the  liver  flow  out  of  or  through  ouuiIbbs  lakes  or 
mountain  tarns,  these  collectively  forming  one  of  the  best 
reservi  irs  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  river  at  a 
good  level.  The  river  falls  into  the  sea  near  Mandal 
Bridge  and  above  this  for  about  seven  kilometres  there  is 
afctretch  of  even  water  aff  irdinK  excellent  opportunities  for 
harling.  Above  this  the  rapids  commence  at  Noddinga 
Fobs,  and  from  there  to  Manflo  Lake  th-^  beats  into  which 
the  angling  is  divided  aff  jrd  a  variety  of  bold  and  rapid 
pools,  choice  streams,  and  excellent  holding  water.  This 
river  has  been  in  the  hands  of  an  English  gentleman  for 
the  last  twenty-seven  years,  and  he  only  gives  it  np  this 
year  in  consequence  of  the  lease  being  oat.    This  gentle- 


A  50lb.  Namsen  Salmon,  1897. 
(See  "Norwegian  Anglings  and  Sportings.'  ) 


On  the  Bvangee  River. 
(Sea  "  Norwegian  Anglings  and  Sportings.") 
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man  baa  a  large  extent  of  the  fishings  from  Noddings  Foss 
upwards,  bat  through  having  snch  a  large  extent  of  attrac- 
tive fishing  ground,  it  is  impossible  to  give  records  from 
any  given  beat,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  all  the 
destructive  nettings,  &c.,  were  Oirried  on  regularly  during 
his  oocupanoy,  yet  he  obtained  spleadid  sport. 

"  The  buying-up  of  the  nets  and  traps,  &c.,  especially  on 
the  lower  portion  of  the  river,  has  this  gentleman's 
highest  approval,  and  he  considers,  with  us,  that  it  will 
mal:e  the  river,  in  a  very  short  time,  '  one  of  th«  most 
prolific  angling  preserves  in  Norway.' 

"The  scenery  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Mandal 
valley  is  exceedingly  charming,  the  hills  being  well  covered 
with  pine,  birch,  and  oak  trees,  interspersed  with  heather 
patches.  The  valley  on  both  banks  is  rich  pasture  land. 
The  farmers  and  inhabitants  of  the  valley  are  of  an 
exceptionally  well-to-do  and  respectable  class,  and  the 
houses  exceedingly  well  built  and  comfortable. 

"  The  residences  for  each  of  the  tenants  have  been  care- 
fully selected  with  a  view  to  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  anglers  as  well  as  the  best  situations  for  the 
favourite  parts  of  their  respective  beats. 

"  Separate  schedules  detailing  the  individual  particulars 
of  the  respective  beats  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
sole  agents,  Messrs.  J.  A.  Lnmley  and  Co.,  34,  St. 
James's-street,  London,  S.W." 

Herr  A.  Landmark,  the  well-known  Fishery 
Inspector  to  the  Norwegian  Government,  and  one 
of  the  greatest  living  authorities  on  salmon  and 
salmon  rivers,  after  a  recent  visit  reports  : 

"  Th«  Mandal  river  has  for  a  period  of  many  years,  and 
probably  for  centuries,  been  the  most  productive  salmon 
river  in  Norway,  which  undoubtedly,  first  and  foremost,  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  river  has  a  favourable  geographical 
situation,  running  directly  into  the  sea,  without  an 
intermediate  fjord,  and  is  altogether  naturally  well 
adapted  as  a  salmon  river,  and  abundantly  provided  with 


fish  to  the  well  or  basket.  The  only  chance  has 
been  with  the  roach,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  good  takes  here  and  there,  sport  has  been 
exceptionally  bad;  at  least,  that  has  been  my 
experience  in  the  waters  near  Wey bridge.  When 
the  first  autumnal  rains  came,  the  Thames  took  a 
long  while  to  rise,  as  every  ditch  was  empty  and 
every  spring  was  low  after  the  long  continued 
spring  and  summer  drought.  However,  when  the 
river  really  filled,  it  seemed  as  if  the  water  could 
not  run  itself  away,  notwithstanding  the  extra 
care  taken  at  the  weirs. 

The  water  has  dropped  slowly  and  risen 
suddenly;  the  fish  have  had  no  time  to  settle 
themselves  properly,  there  has  been  such  con- 
tinual alteration  in  the  eddies  and  stream.  Nor 
do  I  remember  such  a  long-continued  thick  water 
for  many  years  ;  the  earlier  floods  brought  down 
all  the  accumulated  scum  and  filth  of  innumerable 
ditches.  This  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  an 
equally  natural  supposition  was  that  the  water 
would  soon  clear  when  the  first  push  of  debris 
and  weeds  had  been  swept  away ;  but  it  has  been 
exceptionally  thick  during  and  after  each  fresh 
rise.  Two  theories  are  promulgated.  One,  that 
the  wash  of  the  launches  breaks  away  the  banks 
during  the  summer  months,  and  the  loosened  or 
fallen  earth  is  so  thoroughly  stirred  up  in  a 
"  spate  "  that  a  longer  period  must  elapse  before 
the  river  clears  again  than  heretofore;  another, 
that  greatly  increased  drainage  pours  more  dirty 
land  water  into  the  river,  which  land  water  has 


not  approached  the  magnitude  of  the  1894  flood, 
which  was,  I  believe,  a  record  one.  Those  who 
know  the  river  near  Shepperton  Lock  will  judge 
the  height  of  the  latest  push  of  water  from  the 
photographs,  recently  taken,  of  the  entrance  to 
the  lane  leading  to  Walton,  and  of  the  towing- 
path  at  Shepperton,  nearly  opposite  Dunton's 
boathouse.  It  will  be  noticed  the  water  is  almost 
into  the  lane,  while  the  other  "  snap-shot "  gives 
some  idea  of  the  tremendous  rush  of  water  in  the 
main  river.  The  water  was  just  commencing  to 
recede  when  I  took  the  photographs,  another 
foot  of  water  would  have  meant  a  very  serious 
flood. 

It  is  a  doubtful  question  whether  the  Shepper- 
ton water  will  clear  sufficiently  for  successful 
chubbing  before  the  season  ends.  A  stray  chub 
or  two  may  be  picked  up  with  a  lob  worm ;  but 
that  is  not  chubbing  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word.  It  is  getting  too  late  for  pike  or  perch,  so, 
for  my  own  part,  I  think  I  shall  see  the  season 
out  with  the  roach,  or  perhaps  bream,  unless  a 
wonderful  change  takes  place. 

Charles  H.  Whbklet. 


ROVING  FOR  ROACH. 


The  break  up  of  the  last  frost,  happening  after 
many  rivers  had  been  in  flood  and  had  com- 
menced to  clear,  was  a  grievous  disappointment 
to  skaters  and  fishermen  alike.    The  former  had 


Towing-path  at  Shepperton,  opposite  Dunton's  Boathouse. 


Entrance  to  Lane  leading  to  Walton. 


spawning  beds.  I  therefore  entertain  the  firm  belief  that 
when  the  different  implements,  partly  fixed  and  partly 
moving,  have  been  removed  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
;river,  thereby  allowing  an  increased  number  of  fish  to 
ireach  the  vast  and  excellent  spawning  beds  above,  and  the 
iacoesiible  part  of  the  river  solely  devoted  to  sport,  to 
which  it  is  splendidly  adapted,  the  stock  of  fish  will  be 
Igteatly  increased." 

!  In  addition  to  the  Mandal,  Mr.  Dowell  has 
beats  to  let  on  the  Sundal  or  Driva  river,  and 
on  many  other  good  salmon  and  trout  streams. 
We  told  him  we  hoped  that  he  would  be  able  to 
.arrange  to  let  good  sea  trout  and  brown  trout 
I  fishings  as  well  as  for  salmon  and  grilse,  and  he 
,  promised  to  consider  the  matter. 
I  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  advantage  of 
I  dealing  with  a  responsible  London  firm  in  taking 
a  fishery  in  Norway,  and  we  wish  Messrs.  J.  A. 
Lumley  and  Co.  all  success. 


FLOOD  AND  MUD. 


This  title  may  not  be  elegant,  but  it  is  uncom- 
monly concise,  and  fully  describes  the  condition 
.of  the  lower  Thames,  Wey,  and  Bourn  during 
'many  weeks  past.  So  thick  has  the  water  been 
that  I  have  not  troubled  to  put  my  spinning  rod 
[together  during  the  last  month,  and  the  chub 
itackle  has  been  equally  idle. 

■ »  Not  once  during  the  winter  have  we  had  that 
gp'eeny-clear  water,  so  conducive  to  sport  with 
pith,  macaroni,  or  cheese,  when  the  chub  seem  to 
fight  for  the  bait,  and  almost  every  swim  adds  a 


had  time  to  partly  purify  itself  by  more  or  less 
filtering. 

The  steam  launch  question  certainly  affects  the 
lower  Thames  considerably.  It  is  common  to  see 
the  lap-lap  of  the  wash  disturb  many  a  pellet  of 
earth.  These  pellets,  though  small  in  themselves, 
aggregately  form  a  vast  quantity  of  mud.  The 
delicate  looking  electric  launch,  infinitely  more 
picturesque  than  her  steaihing,  puffing  sister, 
appears  to  do  far  less  harm  to  the  banks,  gliding 
over  the  water  rather  than  cutting  through  it. 
In  the  sharp  bend  of  the  river,  some  half  mile 
below  Chertsey  Bridge,  two  or  three  fast  following 
launches  raise  a  tremendous  "pother,"  as  they 
have  to  keep  fairly  close  to  the  towing-path  to 
avoid  the  shoal  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and 
I  have  many  times  had  my  punt  set  a-dancing  in 
a  miniature  sea,  the  chief  offenders  being  the 
rowdy  hirers  for  the  day  of  that  antiquated  tin- 
pot-in-a-barrel  style  of  launch  so  well  known  and 
well-beloved  by  the  would-be  peaceful  angler. 
The  gentlemen  (?)  who  venture  abroad  in  these 
fearsome  craft,  quite  6ft.  from  the  Surrey  (or 
Middlesex)  shore  at  times,  seem  to  prefer  very 
small  launches  with  plenty  of  beam,  that  throw  a 
bigger  wash  than  one  of  Tom  Taylor's  (Windsor 
Castle)  liners  !  However,  joking  apart,  there  may 
be  something  in  the  launch  idea  to  account  for 
the  extra  thick  water,  though  it  would  not 
appreciably  affect  the  Wey,  where  there  are  very 
few  launches  to  be  seen.  Here  the  "  increased 
drainage  "  theorist  ought  to  score. 

Although  the  floods  have  been  high,  they  have 


looked  forward  to  donning  their  Acmes  and 
cutting  all  sorts  of  intricate  figures — grape  vines, 
loops,  flower-pots  and  what  not,  on  the  ice — to  the 
delight  of  their  sweethearts  or  wives,  whilst  the 
latter  counted  upon  the  streams  being  sufficiently 
bright  to  enable  them  to  make  an  onslaught  on 
the  chub,  which,  thanks  either  to  low  or  high  and 
thick  water,  they  had  been  debarred  from  doing 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  winter  months. 
But  it  was  not  to  be.  The  wind  suddenly  veered 
to  the  southward.  A  thaw  naturally  resulted, 
and,  what  was  infinitely  worse,  Jupiter  Pluvius 
became  once  more  strongly  in  evidence,  and  the 
expectations  of  the  rod  men  were,  to  their  great 
grief,  unrealised. 

Now,  I  held  an  order  to  inspect  in  a  practical 
manner  a  private  part  of  one  of  the  most  famed 
tributaries  of  the  Thames — the  Colne,  to  wit — and 
as  my  opportunities  for  angling  are  hardly  as 
plentiful  as  blackberries  in  the  autumn,  I  resolved 
that  the  first  spare  day  I  had,  let  the  wind  blow 
from  the  north  or  south,  east  or  west,  and  the 
water  in  what  is  termed  fair  ply  or  the  reverse,  I 
would  go  a-fishing. 

I  freely  confess  that  I  do  not  care  to  hear  the 
rain  steadUy  patter  against  the  bedroom  windows 
several  times  during  the  night  preceding  a  pisca- 
torial excursion.  I  have  ajtoo  vivid  recollection 
of  a  tempest  of  wind  and  rain  I  had  to  face  when 
not  long  since  I  hied  to  another  part  of  the  same 
river.  A  glorious  sunset  on  the  eve  of  this  outing 
made  me  opine  that  I  was  really  going  to  have  an 
enjoyable  trip,  but  before  daybreak  there  was  a 
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Scotch  mist  falling.  This  rapidly  developed  into 
moderate  showers ;  then  the  universal  sprinkler, 
to  vary  the  monotony  of  a  continuous  downpour, 
removed  the  rose  from  his  all  too  large  watering 
can,  and  treated  me  to  a  regular  deluge.  The  rain 
ran  off  the  well-seasoned  mackintosh,  into  my 
boots,  got,  alas !  into  the  baccy  pouch,  and  rained 
the  companionable  and  consoling  weed,  my  "  grub  " 
was  rendered  decidedly  moist  eating,  and,  in  fine, 
the  only  item  in  my  provender  which  kept  at  all 
dry  was,  as  Pat  would  say,  the  "  cold  tay  "  in  the 
bottle. 

Would  history  repeat  itself  on  the  occasion 
under  notice  ?  I  fervently  prayed  not,  although 
the  odds  seemed  greatly  in  favour  of  another  wet 
holiday  being  added  to  my  already  longish  list  of 
uncomfortable  expeditions.  For  from  the 
moment  I  ventured  forth  from  home  until  I 
reached  the  very  edge  of  the  river — a  journey  of 
nearly  three  hours — the  pitiless  rain  descended. 
The  wind,  however,  was  in  the  quarter  whence  it 
is  said  to  "  blow  the  bait  into  the  fishes'  mouth," 
and  the  forecast  prophesied  the  weather  to  be 
"  rainy  to  fair."  This  for  once  in  a  way  proved 
to  be  correct, 

At  11  a.m.  I  was  by  the  waterside.  There  was 
a  good  deal  of  ice  about  in  the  ditches  which  dis- 
charged themselves  into  the  river,  and  I  was  not 
altogether  sanguine  that  I  should  find  Butilus  in 
a  mood  to  cross  swords  with  me,  knowing  how 
low  temperatures  adversely  affect  the  appetites  of 
their  roachships.  But  I  had  with  me  a  spinning 
rod,  so  that  if  the  red  fins  were  "  off  "  the  wagtail 
or  sprat  would,  I  thought,  in  all  probability 
enable  me  to  creel  a  brace  or  two  of  pike. 

Before  I  had  time  to  put  together  a  long  light 
rod  the  sky  cleared  a  bit,  and  the  rain  stopped, 
for  which  I  had  much  cause  to  be  thankful,  for  to 
fish  in  the  fascinating  Nottingham  style  when  the 
rain  comes  down  in  big  or  little  drops  is  prac- 
tically impossible. 

The  first  swim  I  worked  was  a  shallow  one — 2ft. 
6in.  in  depth.  A  little  loose  ground-bait  was 
pitched  in,  and  the  tell  tale  despatched  on  its 
maiden  voyage.  I  natui-ally  employed  crust  for 
the  hook  bait,  because  in  the  first  place  it  is,  as  a 
rule,  a  most  deadly  lure  in  the  winter;  and 
.secondly,  because  fewer  bites  are  missed  than  is 
the  case  when  maggot  fishing,  provided  always 
I  bat  the  cubes  are  not  too  large.  For  half  a 
dozen  swims  the  float  sailed  complacently  down- 
stream, not  a  touch  ruffling  it.  I  could  not 
believe  that  the  roach  were  not  there,  as  the  holt 
was  generally  a  fairly  productive  one.  I  con- 
cluded, therefore,  that  croAte  de  pain  was  not  on 
their  menu  for  the  day,  and  accordingly  reverted 
to  a  bunch  of  gentles.  OflE  went  the  bonne  bouche, 
but  ISyds.  were  traversed  without  effect.  A  few 
yards  further  on,  however,  the  quill  gave  a  sudden 
dip,  and  ere  long  I  had  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  on  the 
greensward  to  admire.  Two  smaller  ones  followed 
in  quick  succession,  and  were  returned.  A  fourth 
fish  I  hooked,  and  felt  it  to  be  a  good  one,  but 
unfortunately  the  crystal  came  unstuck,  and  the 
roach  lived  to  fight  another  day.  Thereafter, 
not  a  bite  rewarded  me  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
I  deemed  a  move  imperative,  and,  wandering  up- 
stream, alighted  upon  a  most  attractive-looking 
spot ;  a  somewhat  difficult  one,  however,  to  tackle 
by  reason  of  there  being  on  either  side  of  it  an 
old  willow  which  sadly  requii-ed  pollarding,  for 
the  branches  met  almost  in  the  centre.  Still,  I 
could  not  refrain  from  giving  the  place  a  trial. 
Encasing  the  plummet  in  a  ball  of  ground-bait,  I 
dropped  it  quietly  in,  and  found  the  depth  to  be 
4ft.  I  brought  a  camp  stool  into  requisition  here, 
seated  myself  upon  it  well  back  from  the  edge  of 
the  stream,  and  commenced  with  gentles.  By  hold- 
ing the  point  of  the  rod  low  down,  in  fact,  almost 
touching  the  water,  I  was  able  to  command  a  run 
of  12ft.  under  and  beyond  the  boughs  aforesaid. 
I  soon  found  that  the  roach  were  there,  for  in 
half  an  hour  I  had  seven  by  my  side,  one  a  hand- 
some fellow  of  lib.  3oz.,  the  remainder  being  well 
over  ilb.  each.  By  way  of  experiment,  while  the 
fish  were  feeding  freely,  I  discarded  gentles,  and 
gave  crust  a  chance.  I  used  cubes  of  various 
shades  of  colour,  but  could  not  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  a  single  roach.  I  accordingly  resumed 
with  gentles,  the  first  cast  giving  me  a  f -pounder, 
a  clear  proof  that  on  that  day  the  justly  valued 
crust  was  completely  out  of  the  running. 

The  sun  appeared  soon  after  1  p.m.,  but  the 
roach  refused  everything  1  could  offer  them.  I 
moved  again,  and  roamed  about,  trying  swim 


after  swim,  picking  up  a  roach  here  and  a  dace 
there,  until  the  church  clock  chimed  the  hour  of 
three  Then  the  wind  shifted  round  to  the  north- 
east, and  the  water  fell  a  couple  of  feet,  which 
upset  the  fishing  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  I 
laboured  hard  until  five,  but  had  only  one  solitary 
41b.  roach  for  my  patience  and  perseverance. 

I  did,  however,  meet  with  an  adventure  to  close 
the  day  with.  At  the  end  of  a  30yd.  run  down, 
the  float  went  under  with  a  bang.  I  naturally 
imagined  that  one  of  the  heavy  chub  with  which 
the  river  abounds  had  had  something  to  do  with 
its  unlooked  for  dive.  I  struck  the  fish,  where- 
upon it  bolted  down  stream  for  all  it  was  worth, 
taking  line  off  the  Ariel  winch  in  an  astonishing 
fashion.  I  knew  then  that  I  had  to  deal  with  a 
large  trout.  I  was  forced  to  let  it  gang  its  ain 
gait,  for  the  all  sufficient  reason  that  I  was  using 
a  very  fine  running  line  and  a  length  of  gossamer 
gut.  With  this  frail  tackle,  however,  I  managed 
to  turn  the  fish,  and  outmancBuvre  two  other 
bursts  it  made  into  the  bargain,  but  in  the  end 
the  speckled  beauty  and  I  parted  company,  the 
former  making  off  with  the  bottom  and  its 
appurtenances.  I  had,  nevertheless,  the  consola- 
tion of  knowing  that  had  I  landed  the  prize  I 
could  not  have  retained  it,  and  the  additional 
gratification  of  feeling  that  I  had  left  it  for  some 
brother  piscator  to  catch  when  the  glorious  First 
of  April  arrives,  and  the  trout  fisher  may,  after 
six  months  of  masterly,  albeit  compulsory,  inac- 
tivity as  far  as  most  southern  rivers  are  concerned, 
once  more  be  up  and  doing.  H.  A.  Rolt. 


TO    AN    OLIVE  DUN. 

[Alighting  near  Bumside,  Bromley,  Kent.] 
By  Some  Members  of  the  Flt  Fishers'  Club. 


Stay,  graceful  goddess  of  our  gentle  art. 

And  cease  the  flutt'ring  of  those  gauzy  wings. 

Till  we  some  angling  lore  to  thee  impart, 
And  tell  the  joy  that  thine  accession  brings. 

We  deftly  weave  thy  likeness  round  a  hook 
With  silk  and  feather  and  transparent  quill, 

Until  it  quite  deceives  a  casual  look. 

Though  thy  full  beauty  must  elude  us  still. 

Then  humbly  kneeling  at  thy  silv'ry  shrine, 
We  note  a  dimple  on  its  placid  face ; 

But  wait  (nor  care  to  cast  a  random  line) 
To  see  another  in  the  self-same  place. 

It  comes — the  moment  shadowed  in  our  dreams — 
And  now  to  cast  with  speed  but  not  with  haste 

Thy  counterfeit  presentment,  and  it  seems 
A  morsel  tempting  to  the  nicest  taste. 

Crisis  of  fate — as  cocked  and  dry  it  floats — 
The  ponderous  trout  absorbs  the  flimsy  cheat. 

Our  practised  wrist  the  motion  sharply  notes, 
And  a  tight  line  proclaims  our  joy  complete. 

Farewell,  frail  insect,  wing  thy  wilful  way. 
And  seek  thy  love  by  river  or  by  brook. 

Bask  in  the  sunshine.    Dance  thy  little  day ! 
Then  peaceful  die  in  some  sequestered  nook. 

J.  P.  T. 


MESSRS.  J.  BERNARD  AND  SON'S 
NEW  CATALOGUK. 


The  old-established  West-end  fishing  rod  and 
tackle  manufacturers,  Messrs.  J.  Bernard  and 
Son,  of  5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly,  have  just 
brought  out  their  new  catalogue,  neatly  got  up  and 
illustrated.  It  contains  lists  of  all  the  tackle 
recjuired  in  first-class  fishing,  from  artificial  baits 
to  waterproofs  and  waders.  We  are  often  asked 
where  amateurs  can  get  lessons  in  salmon  and 
trout  fly-making;  Messrs.  Bernard  advertise  that 
they  teach  fly  making,  and,  not  only  that,  but  how 
to  catch  salmon  and  trout  with  flies  of  your  own 
make.  Messrs.  Bernard  give  great  attention  to 
the  wants  of  dry-fly  anglers,  their  tapered  reel 
line-i,  eyed  flies,  and  special  dry-fly  boxes  being 
particularly  good.  For  pike  as  well  as  salmon 
fitthing  we  have  found  their  London  made 
telescopic  gaff  answer  admirably,  it  has  a  metal 
point  protector  and  spring  for  keeping  gaff  closed 
when  not  in  use. 

To  look  down  the  lists  of  favourite  salmon  and 
trout  flies  is  as  refreshing  as  the  buds  now  show- 
ing on  the  lilacs  in  our  dingy  London  Bquaree. 


THE  WEATHER  BALANCE. 

Last  September,  in  an  article  recording  some' 
dry- weather  reflections  of  mine  in  these  pages,  the 
following  paragraph  occurred :  , 

"  From  observation  of  some  years  I  have  found' 
that  abnormally  dry  weather  is  eventually  balanced 
by  some  of  the  other  sort,  although,  perhaps,  noti 
within  the  short  period  that  some  of  us  could 
desire." 

It  is  some  satisfaction  to  find  that  events  have 
justified  my  opinion;  but  it  is  far  from  my  desire 
or  intention  to  take  up  an  "  I  told  you  so  "  atti- 
tude, or  to  pose  for  one  moment  as  a  weather  ' 
prophet,  just  because  the  rain  which  was  due  in 
July  and  September  last    has  come  now  in  ; 
February,  and  not  only  in  sufficient  quantity  to  ] 
atone  for  the  shortage  of  those  months,  but  to ' 
leave  a  fair  balance  of  moisture  in  hand  to  meet 
ordinary  summer  dryness. 

This  latter  fact  embodies  a  great  element  of 
hope  for  anglers  in  the  south  of  England,  for  it 
was  the  extreme  dryness  of  last  winter  and  spring 
which  made  the  ensuing  summer's  drought  so 
disastrous  to  our  sport. 

In  the  article  before  referred  to  it  was  pointed 
out  that  "  even  fishless  days  at  the  waterside  may 
easily  provide  lessons  to  be  profited  from  in  the 
future  under  different  conditions,"  and  that  "  the 
clear  shrunken  stream,  while  disclosing  perhaps  a 
disheartening  growth  of  weeds,  also  makes  plain 
to  the  observant  angler  those  places  which  always 
seem  to  remain  clear  of  weeds  under  all  conditions, 
and  also  the  few  gravelly  shallow  places  close  in 
shore,  which  the  fish  frequent  towards  dusk,  and 
which  are  particularly  good  places  in  a  flood  at 
any  part  of  the  year." 

An  opportunity  of  practically  verifying  these 
views  occurred  to  me  just  lately,  when,  having  to 
be  on  Colne  side  to  see  some  young  trout  planted, 
the  remainder  of  that  day  and  the  whole  of  the 
next  day  was  spent  in  trying  to  catch  other  fish. 
And  it  really  was  trying,  in  more  senses  than  one ; 
for  the  river  had  only  just  ceased  rising,  and  was 
higher  than  it  had  been  for  nearly  two  years ;  its 
colour  was  just  a  good  match  for  coffee  and  milk, 
while  the  wind  was  a  real  hurricane ;  first  from 
south  west,  and  later  with  sufficient  of  north  with 
the  frest  to  make  the  holding  of  a  rod  a  finger 
numbing  operation. 

The  question  then  arose,  Where  is  the  best  and 
most  likely  place  to  fish  ?  As  I  walked  upstream 
the  wind  blew  across  the  river,  leaving  quiet 
water  on  my  side  wherever  the  banks  were  fairly 
high.  I  passed  the  deep,  swirling  hole,  with  a  fine 
stream  running  through  it  from  a  shallow  above. 
That  was  one  of  the  few  places  which  yielded  fish 
during  the  drought,  because  of  the  stream,  which 
to-day  made  it,  under  the  altered  conditions  of 
height  and  colour,  one  of  the  most  unlikely  places 
for  sport.  The  stretch  above  being  narrow, 
shallow,  and  consequently  fast  running,  was 
equally  unpromising ;  and  the  weeds  which  there, 
in  spite  of  floods,  showed  green  and  thick,  were 
strong  evidence  of  the  general  mildness  of  the 
winter. 

The  most  quiet  and  deep  portion  of  the  river, 
say  10ft.  or  so,  was  next  arrived  at ;  but  that,  too, 
for  all  its  tempting  appearance,  was  passed  by,  in 
the  knowledge  that  fish  do  hot  frequent  such 
depths  of  flood-swollen  water,  although  they  come  . 
back  to  them  in  winter  as  soon  as  the  water  finea^ 
down.  I 

In  this  search  for  a  swim  it  was  pleasant  to  notefl 
that  most  of  the  willows  had  been  pollarded  sincafl 
my  last  visit,  and  that  thus  access  had  been  mad^J 
to  many  a  swim  and  cast  hitherto  unapproach-J 
able.    The  cut  bi'anches,  however,  which  stillfl 
lay  strewn  about  the  banks,  or  tied  up  in  bundles^B 
would,  if  still  growing  on  the  trunks,  have-' 
afforded  some  shelter  from  the  searching  wind. 
But  future  advantage  must  be  counted  as  a  fair 
set  off  against  present  discomfoi-t,  for  I  took  note 
of  a  few  excellent  spots  for  Nottingham  long  line 
fishing,    which    previously    were    only  fairly 
accessible  to  tight  line  fishing  with  a  roach  pole, 
and  afforded  many  an  anxious  moment  to  the 
angler  as  to  the  means  of  landing  a  fish,  and 
liberty  to  many  a  fish  after  it  had  been  hooked. 

At  last  I  arrived  at  a  nook  which,  on  due  con- 
sideration, I  do  not  think  could  have  been 
bettered  for  my  purpose  by  any  other  swim  in 
the  fishery.  It  is  a  small  bay  under  a  fairly  high 
bank,  its  downstream  end  being  bounded  by  a 
submerged  willow,  through  the  branches  of  which 
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the  mid-stream  cuirent  flowed  strongly.  In  the 
bay  itself,  however,  its  barely  4ft.  of  depth  was 
sluggish  enough  to  be  easily  fished  with  a  tackle 
carrying  the  lightest  of  Lea  porcupine  floats.  A 
place  slow  enough,  in  fact,  to  be  famous  among 
the  fishery  subscribers  for  its  tench,  and,  above 
all,  as  the  plummet  disclosed,  a  place  well 
cleared  from  obstructions  by  the  flood. 

Old  associations  induced  me  to  commence 
fishing  here  with  the  Lea  tight  line,  and  very  soon 
a  roach  of  12oz.  or  so,  and  four  others,  somewhat 
smaller,  fell  victims  to  amber-coloured  cubes  of 
bread  floated  down  about  an  inch  from  the 
bottom.  Without  disturbing  the  swim  these  fish 
were  returned  to  the  water,  for  what  is  the 
satisfaction  in  keeping  such  fish  from  a  water 
which  produces  numbers  of  lib.  each,  many  of 
l^lb.,  and  not  a  few  of  21b.  and  over  ?  The  biting 
continued  at  fair-  intervals,  but  nothing  large 
resulted.  I  then  became  restless,  and  thought 
that  better  fish  might  be  obtained  by  float  ledger- 
ing ;  that  perhaps  in  the  thick  water  they  might 
appreciate  a  worm,  a  bait  which  might  also  tempt 
one  of  the  swim's  portly  tench.  Then,  reflecting 
that  perhaps  the  same  bait  might  also  attract  one 
of  the  81b.  bream  known  to  inhabit  the  water,  I 
made  a  very  unorthodox,  but  still  quite  sound, 
change  in  my  tackle  by  taking  off  the  butt  of  my 
roach  pole,  fixing  a  reel  on  the  next  joint,  running 
a  fine  plaited  silk  line  through  the  rings,  which 
in  a  moment  of  caution  I  had  fixed  to  the  pole, 
and  added  a  fine  gut  line  with  a  slightly  heavier 
float  and  two  hooks,  one  baited  with  a  piece  of 
paste  the  size  of  a  Spanish  nut,  the  other  with  a 
bright  marsh  worm,  then  started  float  ledgering 
with  a  tough  piece  of  groimd-bait  on  the  shots. 

This  style  of  fishing  was  much  more  comfortable 
in  the  high  wind,  for  I  could  place  the  rod  on  the 
bank  within  reach  of  my  right  hand,  instead  of 
vainly  trying  to  hold  it  steady  against  every  gust. 
My  hands  being  thus  freed,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  my  umbrella  would  keep  some  of  the  wind 
off  myself  and  the  swim.  By  the  way,  many 
good  Lea  anglers  always  carry  an  umbrella  with 
their  tackle ;  but  they  cannot  claim  originality 
for  the  idea,  for  that  reverend  and  literary  Lea 
angler,  James  Martin,  in  his  "  Angler's  Guide," 
published  1854,  recommended  the  use  of  the 
harmless  necessary  gamp  for  much  the  same 
purposes. 

But  where  is  my  float  ?  Out  of  sight ;  and 
before  the  umbrella  can  be  lowered  something 
very  much  alive,  and  apparently  well  under  the 
sunken  willow,  tugs  sharply  at  the  rod  top.  There 
is  no  need  to  strike,  and  after  a  good  fight  a 
shapely  roach  of  lib.  2oz.  lies  in  the  net,  having 
bolted  the  worm.  Another  good  12oz.  fish  soon 
after  takes  the  paste,  the  quick  succession  of 
bites  encouraging  me  to  hope  for  a  really  good 
bag  by  the  end  of  the  day. 

The  wind,  however,  gradually  veered  round, 
and  now  blew  straight  upstream,  harder,  if 
possible,  than  before,  spoiling  that  yard  width  of 
glassy  surface  nearest  the  bank  which  had 
hitherto  seemed  to  harbour  the  fish.  No  more 
bites  came,  a  changing  wind  being  always  bad  for 
roach  fishing,  therefore  the  arrival  of  my  friends 
in  charge  of  the  trout  gave  me  a  good  excuse  for 
packing  up  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Tet,  when  I  should  have  taken  train  back  to 
town  that  evening,  I  turned  aside  at  the  local 
telegiaph  office  to  let  my  people  at  home  know 
that  they  need  not  expect  me  for  another  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  within  a  very  few  minutes  I 
take  mine  ease  at  mine  inn,  hoping  the  while 
that  no  more  rain  will  fall,  and  that  the  wind  will 
abate,  when,  indeed,  the  much  desired  big  bag  of 
big  fish  will  surely  be  mine. 

At  seven  the  next  morning  my  first  anxious 
glance  at  the  sky  is  anything  but  reassuring,  for 
past  the  bright  blue  white  masses  of  cloud  are 
scurrying  along  at  a  great  pace,  telling  yester- 
day's tale  of  strong  wind,  although  this  time  from 
the  north-west.  Early  risers  tell  me  also  that 
rain  has  fallen  heavily  during  the  night. 

However,  after  fortifying  my  inner  man  with 
wholesome  solids,  I  sally  forth,  at  same  time 
drawing  a  big  cherjue  on  my  store  of  hope.  In 
company  with  five  brother  anglers  I  fish  the  same 
stretch  of  water  as  before,  being  driven  from 
swim  to  swim  by  the  wind.  At  last,  about  noon, 
there  is  a  lull,  the  sun  strikes  really  warm.  Oft' 
goes  the  float,  and  I  manage  to  land  the  only  fish 
among  the  party,  a  handrome  roach  of  lib.  6oz., 
lured  by  a  pellet  of  paste.   Soon  after  a  terrific 


hailstorm  marked  the  re-commencement  of  a 
hurricane  which  gained  strength  as  the  day 
advanced,  and  the  uselessness  of  further  trying 
was  admitted  by  all. 

I  feel  convinced,  nevertheless,  that  with  the 
water  just  the  colour  we  were  hoping  for  all  last 
autumn,  the  wind  alone  was  responsible  for  spoil- 
ing what  would  otherwise  have  been  record  days  ; 
and,  as  usual,  the  following  day,  when  none  of  us 
could  fish,  the  wind,  weather,  and  water  were  just 
perfection.  Clatr  Kenwal. 


FISH  CULTURE  AT  THE  WESTON 
FISHERY,  NEAR  NORWICH. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  Colonel 
Custance's  last  prospectus.  The  Weston  Fishery 
is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  extensive  in  the 
country,  and  we  advise  all  interested  in  fish 
culture  to  consult  Colonel  Custance's  price  list 
when  they  are  thinking  of  re-stocking. 

"  The  Weston  Fishery  has  for  many  years 
steadily  maintained  its  reputation  for  producing 
the  best  of  fish,  and  each  succeeding  year  brings 
with  it  an  increasing  demand  for  them.  This 
growth  has  necessitated  a  corresponding  expan- 
sion of  the  fishery,  and  still  further  additions  to 
its  equipment. 

"  A  powerful  pumping  engine  affords  an  in- 
exhaustible extra  supply  of  brook  water  whenever 
desirable,  so  that  the  Weston  Fishery  cannot 
suffer  as  do  many  others  from  the  effects  of 
drought,  so  fatal  to  the  growth  and  development 
of  good  fish. 

"  This  year  a  supplementary  series  of  specially 
constructed  yearling  ponds  has  been  added. 
Favourably  situated  in  a  locality  in  which  fly  is 
very  plentiful,  these  ponds  are  served  from  an 
independent  source  with  an  unfailing  supply  of 
the  best  class  of  brook  water,  teeming  with  fresh- 
water shrimps  and  other  forms  of  natural  food. 

"  Systematic  attention  is  of  course  given  to 
artificial  feeding.  But  it  is  to  the  very  fine  supply 
of  brook  waters  and  the  abundance  of  natural  food 
they  contain  that  I  chiefly  attribute  the  growth 
and  condition  of  the  Weston  fish,  which,  for  their 
age,  are  much  finer  than  those  grown  in  Scotland 
and  the  North  of  England. 

"  This  season  my  stock  of  yearlings  and  two- 
year-olds  is  very  large. 

"  The  two-year-olds  are  deservedly  popular,  and 
I  highly  recommend  them  for  stocking  lakes  and 
rivers.  My  yearlings,  too,  being  particularly 
strong,  are  also  suitable  for  this  purpose. 

"  Fario  are  recommended  for  streams  and 
rivers.  Rainbow  trout  thrive  splendidly  in  lakes, 
reservoirs,  and  ponds.  Under  favourable  con- 
ditions their  rate  of  growth  is  surprising,  and 
instances  are  not  wanting  of  yearlings,  sent  out  in 
January,  attaining  to  lib.  weight  before  the  end 
of  July.  Bold  in  rising,  and  full  of  fighting 
mettle,  the  rainbow,  as  a  sporting  fish,  is 
unsurpassed. 

"  To  those  interested  in  fish  culture  I  shall  be 
happy  to  give  assistance  and  advice  in  laying 
out  and  improving  rivers,  fish  ways,  hatcheries, 
ponds,  &c." 

In  addition  to  S.  fario,  8.  levenensis,  S.  irideus, 
&c..  Col.  Custance  can  also  supply  various  kinds 
of  coarse  fish. 


MR.  S.  HAYNES,  CORK. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  in  consequence  of 
increase  of  business  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  of  Cork,  has 
had  to  move  from  Sunday's  Well  Road  to  larger 
premises,  and  his  address  now  is  Mardyke,  Cork. 
Mr.  S.  Haynes  has  a  great  reputation  among  fly 
dressers  as  a  dyer  of  materials  for  making  salmon 
and  sea  trout  flies,  &c. 


LOBSTER  FISHING   ON  THE  EAST 
COAST,  NEAR  FELIXSTOWE. 


It  may  perhaps  be  interesting  to  some  people 
to  know  how  lobsters  are  caught  on  this  part  of 
the  coast  as  differing  from  the  most  usual  way, 
namely,  of  taking  them  in  "pots."  The  method 
adopted  is  as  follows:  The  "lobstering  gear," 
as  it  is  called,  consists  of  twelve  vertically  flat  hoops 
about  2.\ft.  in  diameter,  and  to  each  of  these  is 
attached  a  shallow   net  about  2ft.  deep,  in  a 


similar  way  to  which  the  netting  is  attached  to 
the  frame  of  an  ordinary  landing  net.  Across 
the  iron  hoop  a  string  is  tied  somewhat  loosely, 
and  in  the  centre  is  attached  the  bait,  which  con- 
sists generally  of  small  dabs  dried  in  the  sun,  but 
whiting  or  herring,  dried  in  the  same  manner,  is 
often  used  as  well.  The  "  hoops "  are  attached 
to  a  rope  line,  having  four  ends  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  the  line  itself  are  secured  oval  or  round 
pieces  of  cork  all  the  way  along  at  quite  short 
intervals,  in  the  first  place,  as  far  as  the  upper 
end  of  the  line  is  concerned,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  whereabouts  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  of  the  "  hoops  "  below  ;  and  in  the  second 
place,  with  regard  to  the  other  portion  under 
water,  sunk  by  the  weight  of  the  iron  hoop,  to 
lighten  it  to  some  extent  whilst  it  is  being  drawn 
up  from  the  bottom,  the  corks,  of  course,  having 
an  elevating  tendency,  and  considering  the  weight 
of  the  iron  with  a  net  attached,  which  latter 
naturally  causes  a  good  deal  of  resistance  to  the 
water,  the  submerged  corks  are  of  considerable  use 
in  this  respect.  Each  "  hoop  "  is  dropped  into  the 
water  from  the  boat  (an  ordinary  open  sea  one, 
which  can  either  be  rowed  or  sailed  according  to  the 
state  of  the  wind  and  tide)  at  regular  distances 
apart,  the  whole  twelve  hoops  extending  for  a  dis- 
tance of  about  half  a  mile,  "  just  to  give  them 
(the  lobsters)  a  chance,"  as  the  fishermen  say, 
meaning  a  chance  to  smeU  the  bait  and  get  into 
the  hoops.  The  reason  they  are  placed  so  far 
apart  is  that  the  bait,  having  been  dried  in  the 
way  above  stated,  emits,  as  may  easily  be 
imagined,  a  very  strong  aroma,  this  being  for  the 
purpose  of  attracting  the  lobsters  and  crabs  (the 
latter  are  caught  in  the  same  way  as  the  former), 
as  there  is  no  doubt  they  have  the  power  of  scent 
at  very  long  distances,  as  in  the  case  of  sharks, 
whose  odoriferous  powers  are  enormous,  and  in 
this  respect  it  may  incidentally  be  mentioned 
that  it  has  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
writer  of  this  article  that  the  reason  why  sharks 
are  now  more  numerous  in  the  channel  than  in 
former  years  is  that  the  cattle  traffic  between 
Newhaven  and  Dieppe  has  so  much  increased  of 
late,  and  consequently  many  carcases  of  dead 
cattle  are  frequently  thrown  overboard,  the  smell 
of  which  attracts  the  sharks  in  the  extraordinary 
way  above  mentioned.  From  a  naturalist's 
point  of  view  it  would  be  interesting  to  con- 
sult works  of  authority  on  the  subject.  The 
"  hoops  "  are  left  in  the  water  for  about  forty 
minutes  at  a  time,  but  not  longer,  as  lobsters  are 
rather  fond  of  having  a  feed,  and  then  crawling  or 
swimming  away  again  before  being  caught,  and 
then  in  turn  pulled  up,  which  process  in  itself 
takes  some  time.  The  boat  is  rowed  for  this  pm-- 
pose  with  the  tide,  and  has  to  be  carefully  steered 
in  order  that  the  fisher  may  carefully  and  gently 
take  hold  of  the  part  of  the  line  remaining  float- 
ing above  water,  and  then  commence  to  haul  it  up 
with  aU  possible  speed,  after  having  given  a  very 
sharp  and  long  pull  in  the  first  instance,  in  order 
to  suddenly  send  the  lobster  or  crab  into  the  bot- 
tom of  the  rather  shallow  net,  the  creature  being 
thus  taken  quite  by  surprise,  which  is  most 
material,  as  while  feeding  it  has  been  lying  on  the 
net  while  quite  flat,  with  the  iron  hoop  on  the  top. 
The  reason  the  line  has  to  be  "  hauled  up  "  so 
quickly  is  that  the  resistance  given  by  the  water 
keeps  the  shell  fish  in  the  bottom  of  the  net,  and 
the  most  exciting  time  is  just  when  the  "  hoop 
leaves  the  surface  of  the  water  and  is  being  lifted 
into  the  boat.  At  this  moment,  the  resistance 
of  the  water  having  ceased,  great  quickness  is  re- 
quired, and  the  least  blundering,  such  as  letting 
the  hoop  strike  the  side  of  the  boat,  wiU  pi-obably 
lose  the  fish,  and  with  every  care  and  skill  a  lob- 
ster may  be  lost  just  at  this  crucial  time,  as  they 
possess  considerable  leaping  powers  with  their  tail. 
It  may  be  asked,  "  Why  is  the  net  so  shallow  ?  " 
and  the  answer  is  that  if  it  were  of  gi-eater  depth 
it  would  be  likely  to  become  entangled  in  the  rocks 
and  with  the  iron  hoop  to  which  it  is  attached, 
and  thus  prevent  the  catch  from  arriving  safely 
at  the  bottom  of  it,  as  intended,  and  as  above  ex- 
plained. A  whiting  or  codling  is  now  and  again 
caught  in  this  way,  but  this  seldom  happens. 
The  kind  of  fishing  just  described  can  only  be 
entertained  in  calm  weather,  and  when  the  tide 
is  slack.  E.  Milliken. 
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ON  A  FINMARKEN  SALMON  RIVER. 


Not  many  people  make  the  journey  to  that 
region  lying  between  Tromso  and  Vadso,  which  is 
known  as  Finmarken.  Those  visiting  Norway 
seldom  go  beyond  the  North  Cape,  although  some 
do  travel  on  by  mail  steamer  from  Hammerfest 
to  Vadso.  but  these  on  their  return  generally 
express  the  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  to  go 
for  or  to  see,  and  that  the  odours  of  Vardo  and 
Vadso  scarcely  compensate  you  for  the  extra  sea 
passage.  But  those  who  go  in  this  way  do  not 
really  see  Finmarken,  only  the  outer  fringe  of  it, 
and  that  is  the  least  interesting  and  picturesque 
part. 

They  know  nothing  of  the  country,  of  its 
magnificent  salmon  rivers,  the  Tana  and  Alten, 
besides  several  others  smaller,  but  nevertheless 
good ;  and  it  is  to  one  of  these  latter,  between 
the  above  mentioned  rivers,  that  this  account 
alludes. 

Few  beyond  those  on  fishing  or  other  sport 
bent  have  penetrated  into  the  interior,  and  know 
how  beautiful  the  country  is,  and  what  a  wealth 
of  flowers  exist  during  the  all  too  brief  summer 
months. 

The  mountains,  as  a  rule,  are  not  of  great 
height  or  fantastic  shape,  having  a  glaciated 
surface,  but  they  are  beautifully  wooded  on  the 
lower  slopes  with  the  hardy  birch,  whilst  in  the 
upper  parts  of  the  valley  the  pine  flourishes. 

There  is  not  much  bird  life,  although  the  field- 
fare abounds,  and  hawks  are  far  too  numerous,  as 
they  do  a  vast  amount  of  damage  both  to  the  fish 
and  also  to  young  birds,  and  as  a  result  the 
Government  sets  a  price  upon  their  heads.  Their 
plaintive  cry  can  be  heard  a  long  distance  off  as 
they  circle  and  circle  on  the  look  out  for  prey. 
One  large  one  became  a  perfect  nuisance  to 
whichever  of  our  party  was  fishing  up  the  river,  as 
his  favourite  hunting  ground  was  on  a  plateau 
about  100ft.  above  the  river,  and  across  which 
runs  the  track.  Whether  he  was  afraid  the 
pedestrian  would  scare  his  prey  I  do  not  know, 
hxit  on  sighting  him  he  invariably  began  a  series 
of  swoops  over  his  head,  descending  to  a  very 
slight  height  above  him,  so  that  he  almost  seemed 
to  be  intending  an  attack.  My  men  were 
delighted  when  I  presented  them  one  day  with 
the  body,  doubtless  in  anticipation  of  the  crown 
reward. 

For  anyone  to  thoroughly  enjoy  the  delights  of 
salmon  fishing  in  Finmarken  he  must  possess  an 
abundant  supply  of  two  excellent  qualities,  viz., 
nei-ve  and  patience,  the  former  being  indispensable 
for  the  boat  work  which  is  necessary,  while  the 
latter  is  an  invaluable  help  where  mosquitos 
abound.    "  To  suffer  and  be  still." 

Nearly  all  the  casting  is  done  from  the  Lapp 
built  river  boats,  which,  while  admirably  adapted 
for  the  purpose  of  ascending  and  descending  these 
rapid  northern  rivers,  afford  to  the  novice  but 
little  firm  footing,  especially  when  they  are  being 
held  up  in  broken  water  for  a  cast,  when  there  is 
of  course  a  large  amount  of  vibration  through  the 
boat ;  balancing  oneself  at  such  times,  particularly 
if  the  boat  be  wet,  is  a  matter  of  difficulty.  I  have 
found  a  stout  felt  sole  the  best  thing  to  use,  this 
giving  a  good  grip  even  on  wet  slippery  rocks.  It 
is,  however,  a  very  bad  material  for  wear. 

The  Lapps  themselves  use  "  Komager,"  which  I 
may  explain  are  a  sort  of  heel-less  boot,  the  sole 
and  sides  being  made  of  toughened  walrus  skin, 
and  the  uppers,  in  some  cases  continued  up  as 
wading  stockings,  composed  of  dried  reindeer  hide. 
Before  use  they  are  filled  with  dried  senna  grass, 
a  regular  nest  being  made  for  the  foot,  which  thus 
encased  is  kept  perfectly  dry,  while  there  is  no 
feeling  of  weightat  all.  Theseare  made  by  theLapp 
women  and  children,  and  exceedingly  well  made 
too.  Those  on  sale  at  the  stores  in  Tromso  and 
Hammerfest  are  for  the  most  pait  of  the  wrong 
material,  and  consequently  unserviceable. 

The  boats  are  all  built  on  the  river,  of  pine,  well 
bolted  together,  varying  from  18ft.  to  2^At.  in 
length,  and  .3ft.  to  4ft.  in  breadth,  and  have  very 
graceful  lines.  They  are  propelled  by  long  poles 
at  either  end ;  they  draw  but  little  water,  and  can 
thus  be  used  even  when  the  river  is  at  its  lowest, 
although  then  much  additional  labour  is  thrown 
on  the  men,  and  the  feelings  of  a  passenger  sitting 
in  the  bott  >m  of  the  boat,  on  birch  cuttings  for  a 
seat,  are  not  of  the  pleasantest,  as  the  narrow 
craft  rolls  and  jumps  about  as  she  comes  in 
contact  with  the  bottom.    It  is  coming  down 


stream  with  plenty  of  water  in  the  river  which 
is  the  pleasure. 

The  Lapps,  I  mean  of  course  the  settled  ones 
who  live  quietly  on  their  farms,  not  the  nomadic 
tribes  which  wander  with  the  reindeer  over  the 
high  fjeld,  are  capital  fellows.  Living  all  their 
lives  on  the  river,  they  become  first  rate  boat- 
men, hardy  and  strong,  apparently  knowing 
every  rock  in  the  stream  from  source  to  sea. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  none  of  them  can 
swim,  nor  did  they  evince  any  desire  to  learn 
when  we  offered  to  teach  them.  Every  day  they 
carry  their  lives  in  their  hands,  and  yet  are 
neglectful  of  this  simple  safeguard.  Still,  such 
good  watermen  are  they  that  an  accident  is 
practically  unknown.  Once  last  year  my  boat, 
indeed,  capsized,  but  then  the  men  were  trjing  to 
show  off  coming  down  the  worst  foss  on  the  river 
— that  shown  in  plate  I.  Not  content  with  doing 
that  when  in  flood,  but  must  needs  choose  the 
middle  of  the  stream,  with  the  result  that  a  big 
wave  caught  them.  The  next  thing  I  saw  was  the 
upturned  boat  with  my  men,  Hasmus  and  Hansen, 
clinging  to  the  keel,  and  all  the  baggage  being 
carried  away  downstream.  Luckily  no  damage 
was  done,  but  I  was  very  glad  I  had  chosen  to 
walk  round  by  land  instead  of  going  in  the  boat, 
as  I  was  pressed  to  do. 

Owing  to  the  great  amount  of  bright  sunshine 
which  often  prevails  during  the  day,  the  best  plan 


Moreover,  we  noticed  that  the  majority  of  the 
salmon  caught  of  about  171b.  to  201b.  were  hen 
fish,  while  those  of  101b.  to  151b.  were  cocks,  which 
seems  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  hen  fish  remain- 
ing in  the  sea,  and  not  running  up  the  river  as 
grilse,  thus  putting  on  weight  to  a  much  greater 
amount  than  those  spending  the  same  time  in  the 
fresh  water,  with  its  consequent  loss  of  condition 
and  weight.  I  should  very  much  like  to  know 
the  actual  cause  of  these  proceedings  on  the  part 
of  the  hen  grilse. 

The  Lapp  men  make  useful  gillies,  gaffing  a 
fish  fairly  well,  although  they  are  at  times  prone 
to  excitement,  and,  consequently,  are  erratic. 
Nevertheless,  they  do  their  best,  and  take  great 
interest  in  the  use  of  the  fly  as  a  lui'e  for  salmon, 
having  been  converted  from  the  opinion  that 
nothing  but  a  "  sluk  "  or  minnow  would  do.  There 
is  generally  a  healthy  rivalry  between  the  men  in 
the  different  boats  as  to  the  respective  catches, 
and  this  is  a  good  sign. 

Nothing  but  the  stoutest  and  best  tackle  should 
be  used,  as  the  fish  average  big,  and  must  often 
be  followed  down  from  pool  to  pool.  The  sizes  of 
flies  used  varies  from  the  largest  Tay  standard  at 
the  end  of  June  down  to  No.  4  late  in  July,  and 
these  latter  should,  I  think,  be  dressed  on  double 
hooks.  A  bright  body  and  red  wing  would  be 
what  I  should  call  a  favourite  combination  for 
dressing. 


Shooting  a  Foss. 


is  to  rest  during  that  time  and  fish  through  the 
night  hours  and  early  morning.  One  is  thus 
enabled  to  have  the  sun  off  the  water,  and,  more- 
over, to  be  free,  to  a  certain  extent,  from  the 
attentions  of  the  mosquitos,  which  seem  to  dislike 
the  slight  chill  which  comes  on  as  the  sun  gets 
near  the  horizon. 

This  night  fishing  is  possible  for  some  weeks 
after  arrival ;  but  towards  the  end  of  July,  when 
the  sun  once  more  dips  from  sight,  a  nasty,  cold, 
white  fog  rises  over  the  water,  rendering  any 
effort  useless  while  it  lasts,  which  is  until  the  sun- 
rise. When  these  mists  begin,  it  is  as  well  to 
abandon  night  work. 

It  is  a  very  strange  fact,  and  one  that  up  to  the 
present  I  have  not  heard  satisfactorily  explained, 
that  hen  grilse  do  not  run  up  the  rivers  in  these 
Arctic  parts.  Why  this  should  be  so  I  cannot 
understand,  unless  it  is  that  the  coldness  of  the 
water  may  affect  them  in  some  way  or  other.  I 
did  not  believe  it  when  told  for  the  first  time  by  a 
Norwegian  living  on  the  river,  the  postmaster  to 
wit,  and  was  decidedly  sceptical.  He,  however, 
assured  me,  from  long  personal  investigation,  that 
it  was  true,  saying,  if  you  catch  a  thousand  grilse 
in  this  river,  and  cut  them  open,  you  will  not  find 
a  hen  fish  amongst  the  lot.  There  happened  to 
be  but  a  small  run  of  them  that  year,  but  those 
we  tested  were  all  cock  fish. 


Of  many  good  days  during  the  past  season,  one 
stands  out  as  unique. 

I  was  the  last  home,  having  been  far  up  the 
river,  and  found  the  other  two  waiting  for  me 
on  the  edge  of  the  home  pool.  In  reply  to 
my  query  as  to  the  day's  sport,  E.  replied,  "  Oh ! 
two  little  ones  ;  "  and  then,  catching  sight  of 
something  glittering  in  the  boat,  said,  "  Hallo ! 
You've  got  a  nice  fish  there."  "  Yes,"  I  said ; 
"28Ib.  to  an  ounce."  So  we  walked  up  to  the 
hut. 

What  was  my  surprise  to  see  lying  outside  two 
fine  clean  fish  the  identical  size  of  my  own,  and 
try  as  we  would  we  could  not  do  otherwise  than 
enter  them  as  each  weighing  exactly  281b.  Those 
three,  together  with  two  of  181b.  and  171b. 
respectively,  captured  by  the  third  rod,  made  as 
handsome  a  basket  as  one  could  wish  to  see. 

There  is  but  little  animal  life  to  be  seen  in  the 
valley,  but  E.  had  rather  a  curious  experience  on 
two  occasions.  While  fishing  a  favourite  piece  of 
water,  which  had  been  called  "  The  Long  Run," 
hearing  a  rustling  in  the  growth  on  the  bank,  he 
looked  up,  and  was  surprised  to  see  a  hare  bound 
out,  run  along  the  bank,  and  finally  disappear  in 
the  bushes.  "  Strange,"  he  said  to  himself,  "  I've 
never  seen  a  hare  up  here  before,"  and,  lo !  a 
second  emerged,  ran  along  for  all  he  was  worth, 
and  vanished  in  the  same  way.   A  third  followed 
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close  upon  his  heels,  and  last  of  all  came  a  wily- 
old  fox  in  hot  pursuit.  One  would  like  to  know 
how  it  all  ended. 

This  was  the  only  occasion  that  any  of  us 
sighted  ground  game,  the  reason  being  that  they 
kept  to  the  high  f  jeld  during  the  summer,  and  no 
doubt  the  hunt  above  described  had  originated 
there. 

On  another  day  the  same  angler,  who  seemed 
destined  to  get  all  the  exciting  incidents,  was  dis- 
turbed by  the  bellowing  of  a  bull  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  pool  he  was  fishing.  Presently  he  was 
answered  by  one  on  the  opposite  bank.  They 
stood  giving  vent  to  loud  iitterances  of  defiance 
for  some  time,  and  then  one  entered  the  river,  and 
coolly  swam  across  the  cream  of  the  pool,  after 
which  he  made  vigorous  but  futile  efforts  to  scale 
the  steep  and  yielding  bank  on  the  other  side. 
E.,  disgusted  at  having  his  water  thus  rudely  dis- 
turbed, made  down  stream  in  order  to  try  a  lower 
pool,  and,  looking  back,  saw  the  one  above  sliding 
down  the  declivity  on  his  haunches  to  meet  the 
enemy,  while  his  antagonist  awaited  the  assault 
from  below.  From  marks  in  the  locality,  seen 
later  on,  there  must  have  been  trouble. 

Li^Tng  is  somewhat  rough  up  in  this  remote 
district,  the  accommodation  being  but  scanty, 
consisting  of  roughly  constructed  log  huts,  and 
those  not  always  watertight.  Still,  we  were  very 
snug  in  our  headquarters,  with  our  men  living  in 
an  adjoining  shanty  always  on  band  willing  to 
help  in  cooking  or  any  other  way.  They  took 
turn  and  turn  about  in  going  to  their  own  homes 
from  Saturday  night  till  Monday  morning. 

All  provisions  must  either  be  taken  out  from 
England,  which  is  the  best  plan,  in  spite  of  the 
customs,  or  purchased  in  Throndjem  or  Tromso, 
as  practically  nothing  beyond  coft'ee  and  sugar 
can  be  had  at  the  little  store  kept  by  the  post- 
master, near  the  church,  which  is  situated  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river. 

It  is  surprising  how  high  the  duty  is  on  dried 
fruits  and  marmalade  imported  into  Norway. 
Last  year  2-5  kroner,  or  about  27s.  Gd.,  went  in  duty 
on  3.51b.  of  marmalade,  which  is  simply  monstrous. 
Moreover,  you  cannot  well  do  without  it,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  get  any  green  food. 

Undoubtedly,  the  great  drawback  to  complete 
pleasure  whilst  in  Finmarken  is  the  profusion  of 
numerous  varieties  of  insect  life.  Foremost  of 
all,  especially  in  point  of  numbers,  is,  of  course, 
the  mosquito,  which  thrives  abundantly ;  and  it 
detracts  a  great  deal  from  the  delights  of  fishing 
to  have  these  pests  continually  feeding  on  you, 
and  this  is  what  happens  unless  one  wears  a  veil. 
This  obscures  the  vision  considerably,  and  con- 
sequently I  hardly  ever  use  one,  using,  instead, 
various  applications  to  the  skin,  which  help  to 
keep  the  creatures  off,  but  which  must  be  applied 
frequently  to  be  of  any  avail.  Stockholm  tar  and 
castor  oil  mixed,  and  oil  of  wintergreen  are  pre- 
parations which  have  proved  fairly  successful. 

Laat  year  was  a  good  mosquito  year,  that  is, 
from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  there  being  fewer 
than  usual.  As  a  set  off  against  this,  however, 
there  were  an  unusual  number  of  "  margarer  " 
(this  is  spelt  phonetically),  which  is  a  small  biting 
fly,  which  never  fails  to  draw  blood.  I  have  seen 
the  Lappmen's  faces  badly  marked  by  them,  one 
of  my  henchmen  having  an  eye  almost  closed  for 
two  days.  Mosquitos.onthe  other  hand,  do  not  seem 
to  trouble  them  so  much,  preferring  a  Britisher 
when  they  can  get  the  chance.  Many  other 
species  of  insects  are  to  be  had  without  the  ask- 
ing, but  it  is  just  as  well  not  to  dwell  on  these 
little  worries. 

Better  is  it,  during  these  long  winter  evenings, 
to  light  your  pipe  before  a  good  fire,  and  fight,  in 
imagination,  the  Vjattle  with  the  ideal  .jO-pounder, 
which  you  always  hope  will  come  next  season — 
but  which  never  comes.  S.  O.  M. 


John  W.  Alexander,  the  portrait  painter, 
whose  beat  work  ia  illustrated  in  the  March 
Scrihner'K,  is  the  son-in-law  of  James  W. 
Alexander,  the  vice-president  of  the  Equitable, 
whose  portrait  ia  one  of  the  artist's  beat  achieve- 
ments. Two  of  Mr.  Alexander'.'*  pictures  have 
been  purrthased  by  the  French  government,  and 
are  in  the  Luxemburg ;  another  haa  recently 
been  bought  by  V^ienna ;  still  another  is  owned  in 
St.  Petersburg.  No  American  portrait  painter 
except  Sargent  has  received  more  recognition 
abroad  than  Mr.  Alexander^ 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

"  The  best  smoker  we  have  had  for  a  very  long  time," 
was  the  verdict  unanimously  pronouncpd  upon  the  concprt 
given  on  M.mday  last  in  the  Piscatorial  Salon,  and  Mr. 
Robt.  C.  Blundell,  wlio  was  le sponsible  for  the  whole  afl'  iir, 
must  be  congratulated  upon  the  unciualified  success  which 
attended  his  untiring  efforts  to  provide  a  capital  entertain- 
ment for  the  members  and  friends  who  supported  him  on 
the  occasion  in  question.  There  was  a  large  compiny 
present,  a  list  of  capable  acd  first  class  artists,  and  a 
programme  which  left  nothing  to  be  desired  in  point  of 
variety.  The  comic  element  was  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Wallis  Arthur  (a  host  in  himself)  and  Thorpe,  and  it  goes 
without  saying  that  the  lovers  of  amusing  ditties  had 
everything  they  could  wish  for.  Sentimental  songs  were 
rendered  by  Messrs.  Cockburn  and  Herbert  Linwood,  than 
whom  a  better  choice  could  hardly  have  been  made, 
whilst  as  instrumentalists  one  would  have  had  to  go 
very  far  away  to  find  better  executants  on  the  piano,  zither, 
and  cornet  than  Mr.  Sinclair  Mantel,  Herr  C.  Schultz, 
and  Alex.  Edwards.  To  add  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  evening,  Mr.  Ridgway  voluntesred  as  a  reciter  in  a 
piece  entitled  "  The  Last  Fisherman,"  and  Mr.  Blacke- 
more  appe  ired  in  the  double  role  of  reciter  and  comic 
singer,  in  each  of  which  characters  he  showed  consp'cuous 
ability.  Encores  were  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  the 
applause  genuine  and  spontaneous.  In  fact,  the  audience 
expressed  their  views  at  the  close  of  the  concert  ia  the 
words  with  which  I  have  opened  this  brief  report.  Certain 
it  was  that  the  last  smoker  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  has 
never  been  previously  excelled,  if,  indeed,  equalled,  as  far 
as  merit  goes,  and  the  exceptionally  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
which  went  forth  to  the  chairman  (Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell) 
testified,  if  any  such  demonstration  were  necessary,  to  the 
high  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  assembly  of  the 
admirable  musical  treat  which  had  been  so  thoughtfully 
initiated  and  so  ably  carried  out. 

Mr.  C.  H.  O'Dowd  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  exhibited 
some  fine  roach  from  the  Thames  and  society's  new  water 
at  Uxbridge,  which  were  much  admired  by  members  and 
visitors  during  the  evening.  M.  G.  B.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
society  was  held  at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel  on  Wednes- 
day, the  22nd  February,  at  7.30  p.m.  Present :  Mr. 
Edward  McFee  in  the  chair,  and  between  ninety  and  100 
members. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  having  been 
read  and  adopted,  the  hon.  secretary  read  the  report  of 
the  committee  during  the  past  year,  and,  after  some 
general  remarks,  invited  criticism  on  the  society's  policy, 
evoking  flattering  comment  on  the  economical  manage- 
ment shown  in  the  two  items  of  expenditure,  clerical 
assistance  and  postage. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Glassington  suggested  that  a  boat  tariff  be 
put  up  at  some  of  the  society's  headquarters,  so  that  all 
members  should  understand  the  fair  price  to  be  paid  for 
hiring  boats. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Ricketts,  the  hon.  secretary  said  that 
the  chief  loss  in  connection  with  the  dinner  last  year  was 
owing  to  his  having  had  to  guarantee  a  number  of  dinner 
tickets,  and  it  was  through  the  small  attendance  that  the 
guarantee  had  to  be  paid  for.  He  expected  to  have  at 
least  150  members  at  this  year's  annual  dinner. 

Mr.  Grant  threw  out  a  suggestion  as  to  one  evening  in 
the  year  being  reserved  for  the  ladies,  and  the  chairman 
said,  that  although  he  could  not  promise,  the  matter  had 
been,  and  would  be,  considered  by  the  committee. 

The  Chairman  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the  com- 
mittee's report  and  statement  of  accounts,  which  was 
carried  unanimously. 

A  suggestion  was  made  that  the  society  should  start  a 
small'  library.  Mr.  Minchin  deprecated  adding  to  the 
burdens  the  hon.  secretary  was  already  called  upon  to 
bear  on  the  society's  behalf,  but  thought  that  certain 
members  might  support  the  idea  who  took  an  interest  in 
the  more  scientific  side  of  sea  fishing.  Perhaps  if  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel  continued  to  be  their  headquarters 
the  offer  of  a  cupboard  might  be  forthcoming  where  the 
books  could  bo  kept,  and  some  member  of  the  committee 
might  be  found  who  would  act  as  librarian.  He  thought, 
however,  that  any  precipitate  purchase  of  scientifically- 
written  piscatorial  works  would  be  indiscreet. 

Mr.  Parker  heartily  supported  the  suggestion,  volun- 
teering to  donate  the  first  volume,  and  naming  Mr.  F.  W. 
Norman  as  a  suitable  librarian. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  that  the  chief  obstacle  to  the 
creation  of  a  library  was  that  the  society  had  at  present 
no  fixed  habitation,  and  that  if  Jlr.  Minchin  had  an  eje  on 
his  cilice  he  could  assure  him  that  it  was  already  too  full. 
He  considered,  however,  that  casts  of  important  captures 
of  fish,  and  specimens  of  notable  or  rare  taclile,  could  be 
hung  on  the  walla  of  their  meeting-room  when  the 
society's  hahllaf  became  less  volatile,  and  that  then  a 
library  might  also  follow.  Dearth  of  cash  was  not  the 
impediment  to  a  library,  as  £397  odd  stood  to  the 
society's  credit  in  the  bank,  and  it  would  doubtless  be 
over  £100  by  now  if  only  subscribers  would  kindly 
remember  that  the  annual  subscription  was  lOs.  Od.,  and 
not  r>8.  Gd. 

The  Chairman  argued  well  for  the  prospects  of  a  fixed 
habitation  from  the  financial  progress  shown  by  the  balance 
tf  I89.S  compared  with  1897. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  announced  that  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
would  lecture  on  crabs,  lobsters  and  shrimps  that  day 
fortnight,  and  the  chairman  hoped  that  as  it  would  be 
intens'ing  to  boys,  members  would  biing  tlieir  sons. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  intimated  that  the  Fishing  Exhibi- 
tion at  the  Aquarium  would  open  on  the  8th  March,  and 
closo  April  next,  and  that  the  authorities  would  supply 
members  of  the  B.  8.  A.8.  with  tickets  at  four  shillings  a 


dozen.  Applicants  for  tickets  should  send  in  their  stamped 
addressed  envelopes  at  an  early  date  in  anti'jipation  of  a 
rush. 

The  chairman  then  declared  the  president  and  vice- 
presidents  re-elected  ;  and  the  new  committee  elected  to 
be  Meaars.  A.  E.  Litchfield,  Edward  McF»e,  C.  O. 
Minchin,  G.  Read  Clarke,  F.  W.  N  .rman,  A.  W.  Parker, 
H.  W.  Lane,  Edwin  Linfoot,  Croft  Handley,  E.  H. 
Bramley,  J.  N.  Hearn,  J.  W.  I^aehnsdorf,  C.  Preston 
Gar  dner,  and  F.  Simmons. 

The  hon.  treasurer,  the  hon.  solicitor,  and  the  hon. 
secretary  were  all  re-elected. 

It  was  moved,  sec  mded,  and  carried  that  the  retiring 
auditors,  Mr.  Harry  Barker,  F.C.A.,  and  Mr.  Alexander 
Wright.  A.S.A.A..,  be  re-elected. 

The  Hon.  Secretary,  in  acknowledging  the  honour  of 
re-election,  regretted  his  inability  to  pledge  himself  to 
retain  the  office,  not  that  he  intended  to  abandon  the. 
socitty,  but  it  was  a  growing  concern,  and  it  might  become 
necessary  for  the  executive  to  take  other  steps  for  the 
dispatch  of  the  secrttirial  work. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  outgoing  committee  was  moved 
by  the  hon.  secretary,  secondea  by  Mr.  Hill,  carried 
unanimously,  and  acknowledged  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
by  Mr.  Clarke. 

Tfle  Chairman  announced  Wednesday,  Marc'a  1  next, 
at  6  30  p.m.,  as  the  date  of  the  ensuing  pommittee 
meeting. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated  with  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman.         Chas.  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  our  ordinary  meeting  on  Feb.  21  Mr.  Marshall 
occupied  the  chair.  A  new  member  was  elected,  and  a 
gentleman  proposed  for  membership.  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  has 
kindly  coneented  to  read  a  paper  before  the  society  in 
June,  and  his  offer  has  been  accepted.  Mr.  Hicks  reported 
taking  some  large  roach  at  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Zerfass,  at 
Kelvedon,  nine  roach,  largest  l^lb.  Mr.  Gray,  roach 
from  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  Messrs.  Marshall  and  Allen 
reported  pike  and  perch  from  the  Ivel.  Anct'aer  gentle- 
man was  proposed  for  membership,  making  two  during  the 
evening.  The  Bohemian  concert  held  last  Tuesday  was 
very  successful,  and  one  of  the  best  events  of  the  kind  the 
society  have  ever  had.  The  arrangements  were  admirably 
carried  out  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray.  The  usual  toasts  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Alex.  Weight. 


DARLINGTON  ANGLERS'  CLUB. 
The  twelfth  annual  dinner  of  the  above  club  was  held 
recently  at  the  King's  Head  Hotel,  Darlington.  The 
president  (Mr.  H.  Gawan  Taylor)  occupied  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  H.  Robinson  the  vice-chair.  After  a  capital  repast  the 
chairman  gave  ''  The  Queen."  This  was  loyally  honoured. 
Mr.  G.  Clarke  proposed  "  The  Army  and  Navy."  Mr.  R. 
Thornton  responded.  "Success  to  Darlington  Anglers' 
Association  "  was  given  by  the  president,  who  said,  amid 
applause,  that  the  club,  he  was  glad  to  say,  had  become 
an  important  one.  As  regarded  standing  well  with 
the  landowners  of  the  district,  he  thought  everjtbing 
was  what  could  be  desired.  As  regarded  the  sport, 
well,  they  were  trying  to  get  the  fishing  in  the 
district  to  what  it  should  ba.  After  mentioning 
what  the  club  had  done  to  make  the  Tees  a  better  fishing 
ground,  the  speaker  remarked  thit  they  were  glad  to  see 
that  the  Teas  Fishery  Board  bad  done  a  great  deal  in  this 
direction  by  making  the  fishing  commence  a  month  later 
than  it  used  to  do,  and  also,  to  his  mind,  by  the  very 
salutary  form  of  increasing  the  amount  oc  annual  subscrip- 
tion for  trout  fishers.  If  the  club,  continued  the  president, 
coniinued  its  present  course  of  management,  he  thought 
they  would  present  to  the  district  the  spectacle  of  a  club 
carried  on  in  sportsmanlike  way,  with  rigid  observance  of 
rules,  and  continue  to  be  as  they  were  at  present,  oa  good 
terms  with  the  riparian  owners,  and  said  that  the  satis- 
factory statement  of  accounts  rendered  it  unnecessary 
for  him  to  say  much  more  than  that  the  balance  at  the 
bank  had  increased,  and  now  amounted  to  £24  os.  9d.,  and 
that  all  the  income,  less  necsssary  expenses,  such  as  print- 
ing &c  ,  went  entirely  in  renting  water  for  fishing.  Their 
membership  continued  to  keep  up  to  the  number  they  con- 
sidered sufficient.  They  had  elected  more  than  made  up 
the  number  of  those  who  had  resigned.  He  considered 
the  club,  from  the  number  of  miles  of  fishing  rented,  was 
one  of  the  cheapest  in  point  of  subscription  of  any  he  knew 
of.  PersDnally  his  ambition  was  to  see  it  become  a  credit 
to  any  gentleman  to  belong  to.  (Hear,  hear.)  It 
had  been  usual  for  many  years  now,  in  respond- 
ing to  the  toast,  for  him  to  say  a  few  words 
respecting  the  fishing  of  the  past  sjasou,  wh'ch 
had  proved  somewhat  better  in  March,  April,  and 
May,  salmon  being  caught  weighing  91b.,  IS^lb.,  121b., 
14Jlb.,  and  201b.,  most  of  them  about  BlackweU  and 
Neasham.  One  of  231b.  was  caught  in  the  net  below 
Dinsdale.  A  good  many  were  caught  in  the  upper  reaches 
in  May,  thus  showing  spring  fishing  was  improviiig.  Later 
on  the  drought  proved  disastrous,  and  the  baik-end  was 
spoilt  by  floods.  Trout  fiihiiig  was  poor  owir  g  to  the  s  ime 
cause,  and  although  the  fishery  board  put  into  the  fees 
and  tributaries  50,000  trout  fry  they  saw  but  little  im- 
provement. He  did  not  believe  they  should  until  they 
changed  their  ways  and  put  in  yearlings  insteid  of  fry. 
Mr.  Hutchinson  alsj  responded.  Mr.  J.  H.  M'Dermid 
proposed  "  The  Mayor  and  Corporit'oa."  The  Mayor 
replied.  Councillor  Marshall  also  responded,  sajing  tnat 
he  thought  the  members  of  the  Waterworks  Committee 
would  listen  attentively  to  any  fair  suggestion  on  the  part 
of  the  association.  Songs  were  rendered  during  the  even- 
ing by  Messrs.  I'.  Hutchinson,  G.  Clarke,  W.  G.  Chilton, 
J.  H,  M'Dermid,  W.  T.  M'Dermid,  and  J.  Coverdale. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  t  me  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following,  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  bt-low. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  Y55  min.  for  Kew. 


Add 


Putney.  "     »  Richmond. 

Hammersmith.     ™1so         „  Twickenham. 
(50   „     ,,   Barnes.  KSi         ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B  — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  iBbidoe. 

Morning.  Bvenlnff. 

Saturday,     Feb.     25   ,                2.  9   2.23 

Sunday,           „       2G                             2.37    2.52 

Monday,         „      27                            3.  7    3.21 

Tuesday,        „      28                            3.36    3  51 

Wednesday,  March   1                            4.  6    4.21 

Thursday,       ,,        2                            4.37    4.53 

Friday,           ,,        3                            5.  0   5  2S 

High  Water  at  Ambeelky  and  Pulborouqh. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Feb.     26   '.   2.49    3.  3 

Sunday,  „      26    3.17    3.32 

Monday,  ,,       27    3.47    4.  1 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Iiower  Thames. — Gbneral  Eemarks. — I  hope  the 
appeal  which  is  now  before  the  anglers  of  the  Thames 
towards  the  annual  dinner  to  the  river  and  lock  keepers 
will  meet  with  a  most  liberal  response.  It  is  now  some 
years  since  this  entertainment  was  first  instituted,  and  it  was 
always  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  meet  my  fellow  workers 
on  that  happy  occasion.  It  was  intended  to  benefit  the 
men,  and  to  make  it  a  strictly  riverside  gathering  at  one 
of  the  hotele  where  the  worthy  host  was  a  member  of  the 
society ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  class  of  dinner 
there  provided  was  more  suited  to  the  men,  who  are  the 
real  guests,  and  far  more  enjoyable  to  them.  Besides,  it 
was  more  of  an  "  At  Home  "  dinner,  with  a  menu  of  roast 
bpef  and  boiled  legs  of  mutton,  than  tho  table  d'hote  style 
of  a  London  banquet.  Daring  my  oflicial  period  it  was 
only  once  brought  to  London,  and  included  an  afternoon 
performance  at  the  Koyal  Aquarium,  for  which  the  then 
manager,  Major  Hobson,  gave  me  free  admission  to  the 
building  and  reserved  seats,  and  a  memorable  day  it  was, 
with  a  fearfully  heavy  fall  of  snow.  The  dinner, 
provided  by  the  prince  of  caterers,  Mr.  T.  J.  Hamp,  at 
ths  Holboru  Restaurant,  was  of  a  specially  arranged  cha- 
racter, similar  to  the  riverside  houses,  and  gave  gr^at  satis- 
faction to  the  men.  The  return  home  will  be  fresh  in  the 
recollection  of  thosa  still  living  who  were  present  on  that 
occasion,  not  only  in  getting  to  Waterloo  station,  but  in 
the  uncertainty  of  the  trains.  I  am  still  wedded  to  the 
riverside  class  of  entertainment,  and  a  support  to  those 
hcstelries  where  the  proprietor  is  a  subscriber  to  the 
Eociety;  and  the  remark  I  heard  last  year  from  some  of 
the  men,  "  give  me  a  dinner  nearer  home,  tuoh  as  we  have 
had  at  the  Castle,  East  Molessy,  and  the  Mitre  at 
Hampton  Court,"  made  me  feel  then  it  would  be  more 
enjoyable  and  close  to  their  home,  which  is  the  river 
itself.  I  am  not  referring  to  this  in  any  spirit  of  dicta- 
tion, tut  simply  an  expression  of  my  own  opinion,  and  will 
close  these  remarks  by  urging  upon  one  and  all  of  the 
anglers  to  give  the  appeal  an  earnest  and  hearty  support, 
and  no  rne  will  rejo'cs  more  than  mjself  at  a  brilliant  and 
successful  result. — B. 

  (Datchet). — John  Keene  writes  the  water  has 

got  into  good  condition  again,  and  the  fish  are  feeding 
fairly  well.  One  day,  with  Mr.  Phipps  and  Mr.  K. 
Cannon,  who  creeled  103  roach,  the  largest  lib.  6oz. ;  and 
another  day,  in  a  few  hours,  with  Mr.  O'Dowd,  two  dozen 
of  roach,  the  largest  lib. — B. 

  (Satchet). — The  river  is  getting  into  first  rate 

order,  and  by  the  time  this  is  in  print  it  will  be  good 
enouijh  for  anything.  I  was  out  this  afternoon,  and 
caught  six  dozen  roach  and  perch. — G.  Lumsden. 

  (Eton). — The  river  is  now  clearing,  and  will  be  in 

first  class  order  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  or  three 
dajs.  Bank  anglers  have  been  taking  a  fair  number  of 
barbel  and  roach.  A  few  jack  have  been  creeled.  The 
b'  st  bsh  I  have  hf  ard  of  was  taken  by  Mr.  Morrer,  of 
Windsor,  on  Feb.  21,  and  weighed  just  over  GJlb  1  was 
Out  on  Feb.  20  with  the  genial  and  entLu  iastic  chairman 
of  the  Wind' or  and  Eton  Preservation  Association  (Mr. 
A.  Brown),  and  with  the  assistance  of  James  Bunoe 
succeeded  in  netting  several  jack  from  a  piece  of  water 
where  they  had  been  left  after  the  flood  had  subsided. 
Tliey  were  all  return«d  to  the  river  in  first  class  condMon, 
swimming  off  in  a  style  that  intimated  their  thorough 
appreciation  of  th^ir  new  quarters. — Cucil  Howlett. 

 Henley.— Feb.  2'i. — The  river  is  getting  into 

splendid  condiiion,  although  a  strong  stream  is  still 
running  at  a  good  level.  Several  perch  and  jack  up  to 
41b.  have  been  taken,  but  the  bps';  bags  have  been  made 
among  the  roach,  ledgering  with  lobworms  accounting  for 
most  of  these  fish.  Asthestnam  slackens,  sport  should 
improve,  and  with  a  continuance  of  the  prest nt  weather 
thtra  should  be  a  good  finish  tj  what  has  been  a  very  bad 
season. — Stam.ky  Micad. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  reports 

the  water  is  now  falling  fast,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week, 
if  there  is  no  further  disturbance,  it  will  be  in  good  order. 
The  bank  anglers  have  been  catching  a  few  roach  and 


perch.  Owing  to  the  hieh  water  it  has  brought  a  good 
many  dace  to  Hampton  Court,  which  are  biting  well. — B. 

  (Kingston). — The  only  fisherman  reported  to 

have  bean  out  is  John  Johnson,  who  has  been  getting  some 
bream  and  roach  during  the  week.  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
the  active  secretary  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society, 
has  succeeded  in  adding  another  fine  roach  to  his  previous 
ciptureg.  It  was  taken  at  Thames  Ditton,  and  weighed 
lib.  lojnz.,  for  w'nichhe  Las  my  hearty  congratulation. — B. 

  (Iiechlade,  &?).).  —  The  henvy  rains  last  week 

put  angling  out  of  the  question  in  this  district,  the  floods 
being  out.  They  are,  however,  now  gone  down  considerably, 
and  the  water  has  fined  nicely.  Some  good  sport  should 
be  hid  with  jack  during  the  remainder  of  the  season, 
which  closes  on  March  15.  Several  trout  have  been 
caught  durin?  the  winter  and  returned,  and  from  thtir 
number  at  the  mouth  of  the  Leach  and  Coin  during  the 
spawning  time  there  should  be  some  good  ones  taken  this 
season,  as  the  water  is  bound  to  be  in  better  condition  far 
than  last  season.  Hear  of  some  splendid  sport  in  the 
Estcourc  Lakes  by  Mr.  Wm.  Warn  and  friends. — Kamblee. 

  (Shepperton). — I  have  just  received  a  few  lines 

from  George  Sosewell.  who,  I  am  pleased  to  find,  has 
about  recovered  from  his  long  and  piinful  illness,  and  is 
fit  again  to  be  on  the  warpath.  He  also  adds  :  "  The 
water  is  falling  and  fining  down,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
week,  without  there  is  a  lot  more  rain,  there  will  be  a  good 
chance  of  sport,  although  there  will  be  a  strong  stream, 
but  plenty  of  places  to  catch  fish." — B. 

—  (SSuntoury). — In  this  district,  like  other  places, 
nothing  appears  to  have  been  done.  Messrs.  T.  and  A. 
Stroud  report  they  have  not  had  a  customer  all  the 
week. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— The  report  as  to  the  annihila- 
tion of  some  thousands  of  suuU  fry  in  the  meadows  which, 
though  somewhat  exaggeratid,  is  not  to  be  attributed  to 
the  want  of  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  T.A..P.8.,  or 
its  excellent  head  river-keeper.  The  river  has  always  been 
subject  to  this  on  the  decadence  of  a  flood,  and  would 
require  constant  attention  to  prevent  the  loss  of  the 
youngsters  which  are  left  iu  the  grass  to  perish,  and  it 
cannot  be  done  by  only  one  keeper.  It  is  one  of  those 
occasions  when  the  fishermen  would  be  of  service  in  time 
to  remove  them  before  their  little  life  has  passed  away, 
and  I  feel  certain  any  of  the  fishermen  if  he  saw  the  small 
fry  thus  left  would  willingly  lend  a  helping  hand  in  turn- 
ing them  into  their  native  stream,  and  this  is  the  opinion 
of  my  friend,  Mr.  Spong,  the  practical  host  of  the  Two 
Sawyers.  Head  river-keeper  W.  Douglas,  who  I  met  at 
Twickenham  on  Tuesday  last,  is  most  anxious  about  them, 
but  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  be  in  mr  ra  than  one  place  at 
the  same  time,  and  he  has  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Higgins  in  reference  to  the  newspaper  leports.  but  his 
duties  require  his  presence  on  other  portions  of  the  river, 
and  he  has  quite  enough  to  do  without  assistance  in  the 
work  he  does  so  well,  and  I  feel  sure  during  the  present 
flood  he  has  faithfully  dene  his  duty,  and  in  consequence  is 
suffering  from  a  severe  cold.  I  called  with  him  on  Mr.  F.  J. 
Ogdtn  Smith,  and  in  course  of  my  inquiry  as  to  the  sport 
of  the  bank  anglers,  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Simmonds  during 
the  past  week  had  made  a  total  of  twenty-one  dozea  of 
roach  and  dace,  two  bream  and  three  perch.  And  as  to 
pnnt  fishing,  he  was  out  with  a  friend  on  19th  in^t.,  and 
creeled  121b  of  roach,  a  couple  of  bream,  and  two  perch, 
the  latter  weighing  respectively  l|lb.  and  lib.,  and  found 
the  river  very  heavy.  The  Bermondsey  Brothers'  had  a 
competition  on  the  same  day,  and,  considering  the  state  of 
the  water,  were  not  altogether  unsuccessful.  Mr.  John 
Spong  was  engaged  to  supply  five  punts,  which  made  a 
total  of  twenty  silver  bream  and  a  fair  quantity  of  roach 
and  dace,  and  the  punt  plotted  by  his  son  Kobert  secured 
the  first  prize.  John  Spong,  in  two  days,  with  one  of  his 
clients,  had  secured  a  good  take  of  some  fine  roach  in  a 
portion  of  the  Crane.  I  found  the  water  on  Tuesday  in 
very  good  condition,  and  quite  ready  for  the  anglers,  and 
it  will  be  their  own  fault  if  they  do  not  embrace  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  getting  amongst  the  finny  tribe. 
A  line  from  Mr.  Ogden  Smith  to  inform  me  Mr.  Gardner, 
one  of  his  customers,  on  Tuesday  afternoon  caught  a  nice 
pike  of  9Jlb.  in  the  deeps  opposite  Pope's  Villa  on  fine 
p  -rch  tackle. — B. 

Anoholme  District.— The  Market  Rasen  Trout  Club 
have  just  run  off  their  rearing  ponds  at  Willingham,  and 
found  an  excellent  crop  of  fish.  The  top  pond  contained 
between  2000  and  3000  yearlings,  which  ran  well  up  to  Sin. 
or  9in.,  which  speaks  volumes  for  the  natural  feeding. 
They  have  had  no  artificial  food  whatever.  In  this  pond 
were  also  found  ten  or  twelve  large  trout  of  about  2lb. 
each  which  had  been  left  in  from  last  season.  This  proves 
that  trout  are  not  such  cannibals  after  all  when  there  is 
plenty  of  other  food.  A  fine  otter  was  shot  about  a 
fortnight  ago  nr  ar  the  ponds.  It  is  a  generation  since  one 
was  seen  before.  Trout  licences  are  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  usual  agents  for  sale.  The  s  ?ason  nominally  begins  on 
March  1,  but  that  is  too  soon.  Rainbow  trout  are  being 
spawned  at  the  Manor  Fishery,  Oaistor,  this  week.  Coarso 
fishing  is  very  quiet,  but  tbe  waters  are  in  capiral  trim. 
The  Ancholme  Commissioners  purpose  turning  out  500  to 
1000  rudd  in  a  few  days'  time. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Aran  (Pnllioroug'h).— Only  a  few  anglers  visited 
here  on  the  19th,  who  found  the  river  very  full  and  thick 
owing  to  recent  floods.  Mr.  Bent,  Silver  Trout,  took 
71b.  roach,  three  over  lib.  each  ;  Mr.  Saalfeld,  same  club, 
41b.  reach  ;  and  Mr.  Wigley,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  4lb. 
bream.  The  water  from  ihe  lower  parts  is  fast  disappear- 
ing (Tuesday  night),  and,  given  fine  weather,  the  river 
should  bo  in  good  order  by  the  2(ith  — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeaoh)  — Plenty  of  pike 
had  up  to  yjlb.  and  41b.  each.  Ten  pike  to  one  rod  a 
day,  spinning  with  sprat.  The  banks  are  very  clean. 
Feb.  22  seems  like  April.  Roach  fishing  quiet.  VVe  have 
a  few  baited  swima.  Ask  look  keeper  for  them.  Live  baits 
with  him  ;  unless  applied  for,  scarce. — J.  0.  George. 


Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Fishing  in  the  Darl 
commences  on  Wednesday  next,  and  if  the  anticipations ol 
the  keepers  are  realised  the  coming  season  should  prove' 
a  successful  one.  it  bein?  reported  that  fish  are  very  plentt) 
ful.  The  question  of  fishing  at  Totnes  Weir  has  agaiq 
been  discussed,  and  it  is  proposed  to  put  the  rule  pro^ 
hibiiing  any  bait  except  artificial  flies  within  lOOyda.  of 
the  weir  out  of  operation  for  a  month.  Nursery  Pool  id 
still  reserved  for  fly  fishing  only. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Torbs  ). — We  have  had  any 
amount  of  flood  water  down  with  the  recent  heavy  rain« 
fall,  but  the  water  is  now  in  splendid  order  for  fishing,  and 
anglers  should  have  good  sport  with  grayling,  roach,  anci 
jaclc. — H. 

Devonshire  StreailiB.- The  streams  will  soon  gd 
into  condition  now  that  the  rains  have  ceased,  and  there 
will  be  plenty  of  water  for  the  streams  opening  oil 
March  1st.  Owing  to  the  great  volume  of  water,  very 
little  has  been  done  on  the  rivers  already  open,  but  salmon 
have  had  exceptional  opportunities  for  ascending  to  the 
higher  reaches.  From  most  of  the  streams,  however,  the. 
reports  show  that  fish  ard  numerous,  so  that  a  good  season 
may  be  looked  forward  to. — Devonian. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 
The  rivers  have  been  more  or  less  in  a  state  of  flood  for 
the  past  two  or  three  weeks.  A  few  salmon  have  been 
taken  at  Treffgarne. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Considering  he  very  bad  start  the 
nets  have  had  all  the  way  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to 
Armathwaite,  salmon  anglers  have  not  much  reason  to 
grumble  at  the  sport  they  have  had  since  the  opening  dayj 
Feb.  16,  though,  of  course,  it  is  a  long  way  short  of  last 
year.  The  river  was  not  in  order  till  the  17th,  when  Mr. 
Liddell,  of  Warwick  Hall,  opened  the  season  with  a  nice 
fish  of  17lb.  On  the  18th,  Lord  Newtoun  Butler  had  one, 
81b.,  in  the  Crown  Hotel  waters  ;  Mr.  W,  Smith,  one, 
24Jlb.,  at  Low  House ;  T.  Robinson,  one,  181b.,  at 
Syke  Foot;  and  Simon  Bell,  two,  151b.  each,  in  the 
Armathwaite  Hall  watsr.  On  Monday,  the  20th,  Lord 
Newtoun  Butler  killed  one,  71b.;  and  Mr.  F.Sandeman  one, 
16]  b.,  in  the  Low  House  water.  Fish  are  shoi^ing  very 
little  in  the  estuary.  It  is  the  same  in  the  Tweed  and 
other  Scotch  rivers.  If  the  supply  does  not  shortly 
improve  some  drastic  measures  will  have  to  be  taken  to 
check  the  gradual  falling  off  year  after  year. — Silver 
Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  river  at  present  is  in  fine  con- 
dition for  angling,  but  substquent  upon  the  openiug  of  the 
salmon  season  on  Feb.  2nd  practically  nothing  baa  been 
done  in  the  direction  of  angling.  On  Friday  last  the 
Fishery  Board  turned  3000  yearling  trout  into  the  river  at 
Gcathland  Sleights,  Egton,  Grosmont,  Lealholm,  Danby, 
and  CdS'.leton.  They  arrived  from  the  Howietoua 
hatchery,  Stirling,  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  were 
deposited  in  the  river  without  the  slightest  loss.  The 
prospects  for  the  coming  angling  season  are  exceedingly 
favourable. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Several  good  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  made,  among  them  being  Mr.  G.  G.  Snell 
a  dozen,  some  up  to  lib.  each  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  five  and 
a  hblf  brace;  Mr.  Theeuwissen,  four  bracs;  and  Mr. 
Roberts  has  been  among  the  pike  again,  scoring  in  two 
outings  seven  fish,  weights  as  follows:  17lb.,  8ib  ,  81b., 
7ilb.,  7lb.,  olb.,  and  41b.  February  Red  has  proved  a 
taking  fly  during  last  day  or  two.  Water  now  in  pink  of 
condition  after  floods. — Red  Palmee. 

Fan  District  (South  Itinca.  and  Camba.).— 
The  floods  have  been  clearing  away  nicely  during  the  last 
few  days,  but  reports  of  the  dciugs  at  the  week-end  are 
very  meagre.  The  pursuit  of  pike  on  the  Forty-foot  has 
been  resumed,  but  it  seems  likely  that  the  season  is  getting 
over  for  this  sport.  Roach  fishing  is  still  reported  from 
the  Cambridgeshire  side.  About  Surfleet  there  have  been 
some  captures.  The  Wisbech  authorities  are  abont 
dredging  the  river,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  workwill 
be  completed  before  the  commencament  of  next  season. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— There  is  little  or  no 
information  to  hand  as  to  the  sport  obtainable  in  this 
district.  Water  in  the  streams  is  mostly  running  high, 
and  work  has  been  limited  largely  to  the  canal.  About 
Clayworth  some  roach  have  been  taken.  Some  anglers 
have  gone  to  the  Fees  Djke,  between  Torksey  and 
Lincoln.  A  few  sizeable  roach  have  been  obtained  from 
the  former  end,  and  also  about  Saxilby.  Pike  fishing  has 
been  possible  in  Brajford  Pool,  and  fish  up  to  5lb.  have] 
been  caught. — L. 

Lake  Corroa  'Bodorj[an,  Augflesey).- Fair  spoi 
has  been  obtained  fly  fishing  considermg  the  very  chang( 
able  weather.  Mr.  Curtler,  Llandudno,  had  six  onj 
afternoon,  six  another,  and  ten  another  day,  all  good  size^' 
and  very  fair  conditioned  fish.  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead, 
took  nine  one  afternoon  ;  and  Mr.  Dew,  Bangor,  six.  On 
Saturday  a  thick  fog  set  in,  and  the  writer  and  other 
anglers  had  few  fish.  To-day  (Wednesday)  frost  has  set 
in,  and  the  prospects  are  poor. — W.  H. 

Iiake  Vyrnwy.  —  Owing  to  the  exceptionally  mild 
winter  we  have  had,  the  trout  in  this  lake  and  streams 
have  fared  well,  and  are  now  in  splendid  condition.  In 
the  hatchery  there  are  now  80,000  fry,  and  nearly  2000 
two-yea; -jIcs  have  just  been  turned  into  the  lake  from  the 
breeding  ponds.  The  weather  is  bright  and  mild,  and  the 
fish  are  rising  briskly  to  the  Febiuary  Red,  which  is  now 
on  the  water.  From  the  register  it  appears  that  last 
J  ear' 3  take  was  considerably  better  than  that  of  previous 
yeirs  The  records  are  as  follows:  1895,  1773  fi«hi 
weighing  11311b. ;  1890,  2093  fish,  weighing  13121b.  ;  1897, 
2767  fish,  weighing  19161b.;  1898,  3343  fish,  weighing 
2H971b.  It  is  a  healthy  sign  that,  in  addition  to  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  fish  year  by  year,  the  average 
weight  of  the  fish  is  increasing  also.  The  season  opens  on 
March  I,  and  there  is  every  indication  of  good  sport.  The 
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lake  ia  ten  mi'ej  from  Llanfyllin  Station,  and  ia  within 
easy  access     all  ra^ts  of  tho  conntry. — Long  Drift. 

LangfO'd  Pishers-  (Maldoa,  Eait^zl.  —  There 
has  been  some  good  snort  with  roach  durinir  the  p's'; 
we?kfr)mthe  Langfo'd  witerg.  Thrne  Lo  donangUra 
have  ts'ied  the  prea'r»i>d  waters  and  hive  been  very 
successfol,  several  roach  over  lib  have  been  captured. 
Mr.  Ben  Severs  and  T.  Springett  exhibited  some  nice 
roach  taVen  nn  the  18th.  The  presentation  of  Che  cap 
won  by  S.  Tin:e  took  plica  on  Saturday  evening,  and  a 
smob'ng  concert  followed.  Mr.  H.  Mills  saa?  .lome 
excellent  songs,  an!  Messrs.  Hunt,  sen.,  Hunt,  jun., 
B.  Severs,  Miller,  S.  Vines,  and  others  ontribatei  t) 
the  evening's  harmony.  Several  of  the  subscribers  were 
fishing  the  Langfcrd  waters  on  the  19th,  and  a  good 
number  of  fish  were  taken  altogether.  Messrs.  Millers, 
DuDgate,  Brigga.  Horner,  Hawkias;  jao.,  were  most 
snccessfnl  — F.  Keen. 

Lark  (Lackf3rd  and  Piempton).— The  liver  has 
been  in  full  flo3i  a^ain  during  the  past  fortnight,  bat  to- 
da7  (Tuesday)  is  in  grand  order.  The  stress  of  water  his 
cleared  the  river  bed  from  weeds,  &c.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  meeting  with  very  fair  sport.  Toe  roach  have 
been  feeding  weU  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  W.  G.  King 
was  again  saccersful  on  Thursday,  the  10th,  securing  seven 
roach  weighing  4|lb.,  best  fish  14  ^z.  I  was  out  on  the 
I'th,  and  killed  one  chub  2§lb.,  and  some  roach,  best  fish 
lib.  2oz.  Gentles  and  brandlings  proved  the  best  biit. — 
A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lea. — The  water  is  now  in  gODd  all-round  condition, 
and  anglers  should  meet  with  eport  among  roach,  pike, 
and  perch.  The  Stort,  which  has  been  very  full,  is  also 
fining  down,  and  should  be  right  by  Satarday.  Since  the 
Lea  af  Bumed  a  fishable  colour  anglers  have  been  able  to 
get  Eome  mci  lots  of  roach,  the  best  takes  being  reported 
fron  the  Hoddfsdon  dis^iict.  Here,  in  the  Dobb's  Weir 
Fishery,  two  101b.  baskets  are  recorded,  and  pike  up  to 
61b.  12oz.  have  also  been  caught.  A  trout  of  between  olb 
and  61b.  has  been  landed  there  and  returned,  being  out  of 
reason.  At  Enfield  Lock  some  nice  perch  have  been 
taken,  and  roach  up  to  lib.  3c z.  are  notified  from  the 
Sewardstone  water.  At  "Ware  the  river  is  in  prime  order 
fcr  the  operations  of  the  r  ach  angler.  Some  nice  roach 
hive  been  bisketed  in  the  Burnt  Mill  and  Sawbrid?e- 
worth  reaches  of  the  Stort,  bnt  owing  to  the  thick  water 
Bpoit  his  been  far  from  general.  At  the  time  of  wii'ing 
prospects  are  promising  on  bith  rivers.  For  perch 
minnows  should  kill  best. — Iz.^ak  Walton. 

tsUifg  ana  Arrow  (Xieomum«r).  —  These  streims 
have  both  been  in  flood  and  out  over  the  fields  for  miles, 
and  the  district  has  been  more  like  a  lake  up  to  Friday 
last;  but  the  weather  turning  fine,  they  quickly  lowered 
and  cleared,  and  are  now  getting  into  order  for  fishing 
otca  again.  There  has  been  no  angling  for  waeks,  and 
grajling  have  practically  gone  off.  and  anglers  are  now 
preparing  for  the  opening  of  the  trout  season  on  March  2, 
and  should  the  weather  hold  fine  as  at  present,  there  is 
every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being  had  in  both 
streams.    The  Pinsley  ii  gone  down  and  cleared. — 

GWTNSE. 

Ln^g,  Atrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Kivers 
sink  bu::  el'iwly,  their  springs  being  now  tully  replenished. 
If  present  fine  weather  holds,  fisli  jg  wiil  be  possible  for 
trout  on  the  opening  day,  March  2,  but  waters  will  be  on 
the  big  side.  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  February  Red,  and 
Cowdnng  Fly  should  be  the  best  flies  to  start  with. — 
E.  T.  Williams. 

2Tene  (Peterborough.). — Precarionsnes?  is  the  term 
that  may  very  well  ibe  still  applied  to  the  condition  of 
things  in  connection  with  the  vocation  of  the  angler  in  this 
district,  for  the  river  is  yet  too  full  of  water  for  general 
participation  in  sport.  Those  who  lave  been  out  have  had 
fair  sf,oit  wi;h  the  roauh,  and  Mr.  X-  Wilson,  Peterborough, 
fishing  near  the  biatyard,  had  the  good  luck  to  capture  a 
bream  which  scaled  close  upon  51b. ;  this  is  the  second  best 
specimen  taken  this  season.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
height  of  the  water  at  Peterborough  Bridge  registers  cloee 
upon  12ft. .  bat  it  has  been  up  to  1-ift.  within  the  past  fr  rt- 
nigkt,  although  it  fell  about  a  foot  in  one  day. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— The  river  is  now 
(Feb.  22)  in  perfect  order  for  the  fly,  but  trout  are  not 
taking  well.  This  is  rather  strange,  as  at  this  time  of 
year,  under  theoretically  worse  conditions,  the  Otter  trout 
often  take  fly  greecily.  One  rod  to-day  (Weduf  slay),  at 
Tipton,  took  two  brace  between  1  and  2  p.m.  A  few  Duns 
cam?  on  the  water  at  that  time.  For  flies,  February  Red 
and  E!ue  Upright  are  the  favourites. — Heron. 

Oase  (Great  Pazton,  St.  Neot's).— The  jack  fisher- 
men are  missing  a  treat,  a;  the  fisb  are  well  on  the  feed, 
ani  eone  good  biske's  are  beiu;^  made  daily.  The  water 
is  in  tir.e  condition. — W.  DffKKR 

Ouse  (Holywe  1  Perri).— By  Tei.fgraph. — Water 
in  ren.Iy  gr.ind  flordi  ion  ;  jack  feeding  well. — Scard. 

Onae  (St.  Ives,  HtintB.). — River  fining  down  nicely ; 
by  Saturday  ought  to  be  in  perfect  trim  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing.  We  do  not  weigh  any  pike  after  the  last  day  of 
February,  so  members  please  note.  ^Ve  thereby  give  the 
fish  fifteen  da}s'  grace  at  a  timi  they  require  it,  closing  up 
a  week  to-d^y.  A  fine  night  to  night,  and  looks  like  a 
OODtinuation  of  fine  weither,  wliih  ought  to  give  a  good 
finish  to  the  season  IH'JH  'J. — E.  Collinson  (Feb.  21). 

Onae  (St.  Neot's). — Jack  appear  to  be  hungry,  for 
althougi  the  water  of  late  has  been  very  cloudy,  the  few 
anglers  who  have  been  out  have  had  fair  sport,  though  I 
have  heard  of  nothing  over  Olb.  since  November  las',.  The 
water  is  now  fl-arini  very  nic-ly,  and  will  no  duubt  be  in 
j  good  onditi'.n  by  Friday  or  Satarday. —  Wm.  Na.sh. 

Pijxnontll. — The  rivers  are  running  down  more  to 
'  their  normal  sttte,  and  I  have  good  rt-ports  from  my 
correspondents  in  all  distriota.  It  is  true  that  at  some 
;  places  po<jl3  and  runs  have  been  altered,  still,  I  do  not 
expect  we  shall  find  very  much  difference.  1  hear  there 
are  a  lot  of  peal  in  the  Meavy,  but  I  expect  tho<e  are  back 


fish  ;  of  course  they  cannot  go  further  up  the  liver  than 
Bnrrator  now  on  twcount  of  th»>  dam.  The  like  above, 
which  u  ov«r  60ft.  deep  in  some  places,  will  eventually 
aff  ird  8om^  gO' d  iport.  1  om  alittya  tKil  ■viii-n  the  trout 
sea  on  is  about  to  con  mence  by  the  amount  of  rods  we 
get  to  )epa>r  nnd  to  touch  up.  AT  O'lr  fishprmen  are 
eagerly  looking  forward  to  March  1. — William  Hkarder. 

Severn,  Vyinw; ,  Tan<it,  .  iid  Cain  iLlaa^my- 
neon). — All  thete  streims  are  now  in  very  gi  od  coi  dition 
for  angling,  and  with  the  weather  more  like  June  than 
February  it  is  not  snrpriring  to  find  this  neighbonrhooi 
crowded  with  anglers,  principally  from  Lancashire,  who 
have  enjoyed  splendid  sport  with  perch,  roach,  and  Dike. 
The  last  named  fish  are  now  getting  quite  out  of  condition, 
and  if  we  could  get  them  out  of  our  rivers,  there  would 
be  more  chance  for  the  game  fish  to  survive  — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Klvers  and  Chlchettsr  Canal. —Fine 
weather  has  favoured  us  during  the  past  week.  The  tidal 
rivers  have  righted  themselves,  and  are  now  in  excellent 
order  fi.r  pike  fishing.  The  Ouse  is  at  preseu';  giving  very 
poor  sport,  but  the  Cucknaere  has  favoured  bream  anglers 
— bags  of  8lb.,  9lb.,and  lllb.  have  been  taken  by  members 
of  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association.  Live  baiting  has 
been  succe.-sful  in  obtaining  small  pike.  The  Rother  is 
now  in  order.  A  day  on  Tuesday  by  three  anglers  resulted 
in  a  nice  pike  of  71b.,  a  brace  of  -lib.  fish,  and  a  brace  of 
perch  weighing  together  3Jlb.  A  few  small  pike  have  been 
taken  from  the  upper  waters  of  the  Adur,  but  nothing 
exceeding  3|lb.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order,  and 
pike  seem  as  plentiful  as  ever.  A  pot-hunter  with  three 
hand-lines  or  trimmers  and  one  rod  recently  secured  four 
fish  in  a  few  hours  with  live  gorge,  the  heaviest  weighed 
but  31b.  It  is  quite  time  this  poaching  should  be  stopped, 
or  the  water  will  soon  be  decimated.  —  George  F. 
Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  river  has 
been  so  flooded  during  the  past  few  weeks  that  only  one 
salmon  has  been  taken,  but  there  is  every  prospect  so 
far  of  oar  having  a  very  good  fishing  season  for  salmon 
and  trout. — H. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  very  high  and  muddy  for  some  weeks,  and  quite 
out  of  order  for  fishing.  It  has  now  gone  down,  and  there 
has  been  a  welcome  change  in  the  weather,  and  since 
Satuidiy  we  have  had  no  rain,  and  the  river  is  beginning 
to  get  into  good  order  again,  and  is  clearing  quickly,  and 
by  Saturday  should  be  in  order  for  fishing  again.  At 
present  it  will  siit  worm,  bet  there  will  be  little  fishing 
done  before  trout  come  in  on  March  2,  as  grayling  have 
been  off  sporting  for  some  time,  and  only  roach  and  dace 
have  been  landed.  A  few  of  these  may  be  taken  this 
week  with  the  worm.  When  trout  come  in  it  is  expected 
the  fish  will  not  be  in  the  condition  they  were  this  time 
last  jear,  as  they  hive  had  a  rough  time  with  the  floods 
and  snow-broth,  and  they  will  not  have  had  time  to  get 
iato  condition  ;  bnt  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good 
sport  being  had  in  this  part,  and  a  successful  season  is 
looked  forward  to.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Lfdwyche 
are  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are  getting  in  order. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  water  has  been 
very  high  and  muddy  for  some  weeks,  but  the  weather 
took  up  fine  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  the  water  has 
gone  down  quickly,  and  is  now  clearing,  and  should  be  in 
fair  order  for  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The  floods 
will  have  done  good  in  one  way,  as  they  will  clear  all  the 
jubbish  accumulated  in  the  bed  of  the  river  during  the 
dry  tummer,  and  they  will  also  have  moved  the  fish,  and 
anglers  are  now  looking  forward  to  March  2,  when  trout 
fishing  begins,  when  good  sport  is  expected  in  this 
district. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Pike  and  roach  have  produced 
most  fpoit,  and  best  results  have  been  obtained  from  the 
free  waters.  From  the  Devon  a  lot  of  the  former  have 
been  taken  during  the  week,  best  brace  weighing  91b.  6oz. 
and  81b.,  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Garrard  and  Mr.  H.  Sharpe. 
Amongst  the  roach  ,  Mr.  J.^Gill  has  excelled,  showing  some 
fine  fish  at  the  Piscatorial  Club-room,  several  over  Ho., 
and  heaviest  lib  7ioz  8  shots.  Tbe  ragged  tail-end  of  a 
maiden  dew  worm  has  proved  most  attractive  bait.  The 
Trent  is  fining  down,  and  chub  fishermen  are  hoping  to 
obtain  spoit  ere  the  close  of  the  season,  this  branch  of  the 
art  being  a  great  failure  throughout  the  winter. — Trent- 

SIDER. 

Uppar  Co  n,  Bibury  (East  Gloucesterfhire). — 

It  hits  up  to  the  present  time  been  a  splendid  spawning 
seison  throughout  tl  is  district,  and  on  the  Swan  water  the 
big  spiwners  have  shown  up  well.  The  season  op-  ns  in 
this  county  on  the  Ist  of  April  (now  bnt  five  weeks),  and 
the  following  artificials  will  be  found  to  kill  well  on  the 
opening,  viz..  March  Brown,  Pale  Winged  Olive  Dun,  and 
Quill  Gnat,  Whirling  Blue  Dun, and  goldribbed  Hare'sLug. 
The  Iron  Blue  will  also  kill  well  hereabouts,  and  although 
early  for  the  R^d  Spinners,  I  have  known  some  good  creels 
got  on  this  fly  during  April.  A  red  tag  March  Brown  and 
red  caterpillar  will  also  kill  well  on  rough  rippling  water, 
and  on  rough  days.  Most  useful  rods  for  this  district  are 
from  10ft.  to  lift.,  bnt  nine-footers  are  frequently  used  on 
the  narrow  lengths.    Weather  fine. — Sherry  Spinner. 

Witham,  Ito.  (BCld-Llnoolnaliire).— Sport  bas  been 
resumed  in  this  district.  Several  captures  of  pike  are 
reported  from  the  lower  lengths,  and  one  local  "  hand  "  is 
reported  with  a  fish  of  1.5lb.,  one  of  the  best  captured  thij 
season.  Some  good  pike  have  been  obtained  at  Chapel 
Hill,  a  Leeds  party  having  as  many  as  they  could  take  back 
with  them  up  to  61b.  Capital  sport  is  also  reported  from 
Ccnniogsby.  Among  the  best  baskets  was  one  of  211b., 
made  by  two  Grimsby  anglers  from  near  the  mill.  Some 
go  jd  perch  have  been  tiken  hereabout,  and  also  some 
chub,  both  up  to  2^1b.  Village  anglers  have  been  taking 
pike  up  to  51b.  About  Bardney  sport  has  been  good  on 
the  Sincil  Dyke.  Some  good  baskets  have  also  been  made 
at  Five  Mile  Hoase.—Luci. 


Wye  (Bnilth  Wells).— River  in  good  order  for 
salmon  fishing.  Mr  A.  G.  VBughan  caught  six  pike  oa 
Sa'urdHV  las'-.  Salmon  and  pik«  an/l-ru  >.  ■  d  Howell 
the  next  few  days.    We>tth<>r  fine  — W.  B  EoBERis. 

Tne  T^r^  owale,  Wharfe  Nidd.  I><9  w<nc,  &J. 
(Torksaire). — Aridling  has  fallen  off  a  bit  in  these 
rivers  during  the  pist  wpek,  the  grayling  in  the  Yore  Ai., 
have  risen  f  irly  welltx)  Little  Needle,  Feb-uiry  Rod,  Little 
Brown,  and  Will  >w  Ply,  and  the  natural  flies  V.egin  to  s  iow 
themee'vei  in  greater  numbers.  V.uf  few  anglers  are  fju', 
and  n'>  fly  fishing  of  any  momi'nt  "il'  be  attempted  with  us 
until  after  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  s>»a80n.  A  few 
pike  have  b»en  caught  in  the  deep  pools  of  the 
Yore,  both  live  baiting  and  spinning,  and  I  bear  of 
fair  sport  amongst  the  same  fish  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Boroughbridge.  Roach  fishing  has  been  good 
in  this  river.  Few  anglers  have  been  out  np  the 
Wharfe,  and  the  takes  of  roach,  &e.,  have  not  been 
large  in  any  instance  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge  ; 
this  remark  will  apply  to  the  Swale,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ac, 
but  I  hear  pike  fishing  has  been  followed  in  the  latter 
river  with  very  fair  succe-s,  and  some  nice  pike  hive  been 
caught  in  the  Pocklington  Canal,  with  small  roach  for 
bait.  All  our  rivers  are  in  capital  trim  for  pike  fishing  to- 
day, and  as  we  are  evidently  in  for  a  little  sharp  weather, 
we  may  anticipate  gocd  sport  for  next  week.  As  I  write 
prospects  could  not  be  better,  and  this  is  the  time  of  year 
to  declare  war  against  the  pike  that  make  their  homes  in 
close  proximity  to  our  trout  and  grayling  streams. — 
J.  E.  MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegram. — The  weather  is  again  g'orionsly  fine, 
but  sharp,  and  pike  and  grayling  fishine  very  enjoyable. 
Prospects  for  sport  continue  good  in  the  Ycre.  Y^esteidiy 
a  party  of  three  anglers  from  Harrogate  caught  twenty- 
nine  grayling  at  Masham.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Dent  ciught 
fifteen  grayling ;  and  |on  Saturday  Mr.  Riley  Fortune, 
thirteen  good  fi?h  at  Ripon,  the  largest  weii^hing  IJlb. — a 
large  fish  for  this  river.  Prospects  for  sport  6n  the 
Harrogate  Associasioa  water,  on  the  Nidd,  are  good.  Oa 
Saturday,  Mr.  Calvert,  of  Leeds,  had  8lb.  of  perch  andrcaih. 
At  Hunsingore  the  Knaresborough  Angling  Club  held 
their  meeting  on  Tuesday,  and  the  secretary  reported  a 
most  successful  year.  The  club  preserve  sime  of  the  most 
charming  and  picturesque  water  in  Yorkshire,  which  is 
also  well  stocked  with  fish.  Since  its  formation  the 
as-'ociation  have  turned  into  their  water  in  the  Kidd  ab  lut 
hiilf  a  million  trout.  The  club  have  gone  ii  extensively 
for  rainbows,  and  up  to  now  the  experiment  of  its 
introduction  has  proved  suc3essfnl.  This  year  1000  of  this 
variety  and  500  brown  trout  have  been  added.  The 
ofHoers  ard  committee  were  all  re-elected  :  Prssidei  t,  the 
Earl  of  Harewood :  vice-presidents,  the  Hon.  H.  E. 
Butler  and  tVe  H-n.  and  Rev.  Canon  Lascelles; 
secretaries,  Messrs  Brown  ard  Wolstenholme  ;  treasurer. 
Mr.  A.  Walton. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Angkri' 
Dep6t,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Carron  (Haeter  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— So  far  as 

known  not  a  fish  has  yet  teen  caugiht  on  any  of  the  beats. 
Messrs.  W.  Burrow,  Simmonds,  atd  J.  A.  Young,  Balna- 
gown  Arms,  were  out  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  but  without 
success.  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable.  On 
Wednesday  keen  frost,  with  bright  sunshine.  The  water 
is  mostly  composed  of  "  snaw  brea." — B. 

Severon  (Banffshire). — The  result  of  the  opening 
week  on  this  river  has  been  rather  disappointing  to  aug'ers, 
the  atmospheric  conditions  being  very  chargeable. 
Towards  the  close  of  latt  week  the  water  was  settling 
down  into  fine  condition,  when  rain  commence!  on  Friday 
evening,  and  on  Sitnrday  the  river  was  ajjain  in  flood  and 
discoloured.  On  Thursday.  Feb.  10,  Mr.  William  Walker, 
gamekeeper  on  the  Corniehaugh  section,  killed  a  fine 
fresh  run  salmon  of  6Jlb.  He  hooked  another  fish  in  the 
same  pool,  but  lost  it.  A  day  earlier  last  season,  on  the 
same  water,  three  salmon  were  killed.  We  hear  of  a  few 
more  fish  grassed  in  the  lower  waters.  Little  success  was 
recorded  by  the  net  fishermen  on  the  river  in  the  latter 
half  of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of  the  present.  Four 
fish  was  the  most  netted  on  any  one  day,  of  an  average 
weight  of  81b.,  the  heaviest  scaling  161b.  On  the  coast 
the  nets  nearest  the  entrance  to  the  river  have  remained 
almost  blank,  but  a";  the  stations  furthest  east  several  fish 
have  been  got  daily.  Owing  to  the  swell  on  the  sea, 
caused  by  a  stiff  breeze  on  Saturdiy  night,  the  leaders 
had  to  remain  over  Sunday,  and  on  Monday  the  total  yield 
from  all  stations  was  eleven  fish.  A  box  was  consigned  to 
tie  market  on  Monday,  and  anoiher  on  Wednesday  of  this 
week.— H  W. 

Loch  Ners  (Poyers  Hotel),  N.B. — The  fishing  on 
Loch  Ness  during  the  past  week  has  been  fairly  satisfactory, 
althon^h  on  two  days  it  was  tco  stormy  for  boats  to  remaia 
out.  On  Feb.  13,  Mr.  James  Sheriff,  Ceylon,  killed  a  nice 
salmon,  161b.,  and  one  trout,  41b.  On  the  14'h,  Mr.  R. 
Thom,  Annan,  killed  one  salmon,  2Clb.,  and  one9»b.  10th, 
Mr.  R.  Thom.  Annan,  killed  one  salmon,  161b.  17th,  Mr. 
W.  Walker.  Perth,  ki'led  one  salmon.  10  b  :  and  Mr. 
James  Sheriff,  one  of  91b.  ISth,  Mr.  R.  Thom,  Annan, 
killed  a  fine  salmon.  2.31b.  There  is  no  doab"  the  looh  ia 
well  stocked  with  fish,  and  with  favourable  fishing  weather 
very  good  sport  will  be  got. — S.  Tilston 

Loch  Tay  (Eenmore,  Perthshire,  N.B.).— 
On  the  hotel  water,  on  the  17th,  Mr.  J.  C.  Daniels  killed 
salmon.  15lb.  ;  on  the  reserve  water,  Macdiarmid  killed 
one,  201b.  21st,  on  the  reserve  water,  Macdiarmid  killed 
a  salmon,  22lb  ;  on  the  hotel  water.  Mr.  D.  Carson  killed 
salmon.  181b.     Loch  in  good  ply. — W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B  ).— Feb.  IS,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Glasgow,  bad  a  salmon  of  16lb.  16th,  Mr.  P.  N.  Mid- 
wood  had  one  of  191b. ;  Mr.  Eeasler,  one,  161b..  and  one, 
191b.  l"th,  Mr.  P.  N.  Midword,  one,  181b.  ;  Mr.  G.  N. 
Midwood,  oae,  161b.   18tb,  Mr.  G.  N,  Midwood,  one. 
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191b.  21,  Mrs.  Midwood,  two,  ' 201b.  and  IClb. ;  Mr.  G. 
N.  Midwood,  one  of  171b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

North-East  of  Sootland.— The  Doe,  although  not  in 
wading,  trim  for  many  of  the  best  waters,  has  yielded 
uncrecedented  sport  during  the  past  week  ;  in  fact,  the 
brightest  opening  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  yet 
expeiiencpd  during  the  past  decade.  On  the  Glentana 
■waters,  Mr.  Merry  and  Mr.  Brickman  (Profeit's  Hotel) 
have  had  two  and  three  fish  daily,  scaling  from  Clb.  to  81b. 
Col.  Eddis,  Mr.  C.  B.  Lucas,  and  Col.  Ind,  on  South 
Cambus  O'May  waters,  have  had  one  and  two  daily, 
ranging  from  61b-  to  181b.  On  Ihe  Huntly  Arms  Aboyne 
water,  Mr.  Crawsliay  had  one  of  71b-,  one  of  71b.,  three, 
of  61b.',  61b.,  and  201b. ;  Mr.  Berwick,  one  of  741b.,  two,  of 
81b.  and  5Jlb.,  and  one  of  71b.;  Mr.  Kemp,  two, 
of  61b.  and  201b.,  one,  221b.,  and  one  of  61b.  ;  while 
Mr.  Hepburn  creeled  two,  of  61b.  and  61b.,  one,  17|lb., 
and  one,  61b.  ;  and  Gregson,  one  of  141b.  On  Aboyne 
Castle  water.  Lord  Huntly  creeled  one,  131b.  On  the 
Kincardine  O'Neil  section,  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  on 
Ballogie  water,  creeled  three,  of  Clb.,  01b.,  and  101b  ,  one 
6ilb.,  one  Clb.,  cn3  G^lb.,  one  71b.;  Mrs.  Leslie  had  one 
6Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Corbet  had  one  CJlb.  On  the  Lodge 
water,  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  landed  two,  of  101b.  and  81b., 
one  I'llb.,  one  Sjlb.,  and  one  61b.  On  Carlogie,  Dunn, 
keeper,  had  one  141b. ,  and  one  61b.  On  Borrowstone, 
Nicoll,  keeper  for  Lord  Garriooh.  creeled  two,  6|lb.  and 
71b. ;  two,  71b.  and  8Jlb. ;  two,  71b. ;  and  one  7ilb.  On 
DesBwater,  Col.  Chas.  Leith  Hay  landed  two,  of  131b.  and 
141b.,  and  two,  of  71b.  and  141b.  ;  while  Major  D.  F. 
Davidson  creeled  one  of  71b.,  one  of  91b.,  one  of  9 Jib.,  and 
one  of  61b. ;  while  Lieut.  Stewart  Farquhar,  on  same 
water,  had  thrae,  71b.,  71b.,  7 Jib. ;  and  Mr.  Mowbray  Far- 
quhar,  two,  of  61b.  and  CJlb.  On  the  Commonty  and  Blaok- 
hall  ssctions.  Sir  John  Gladstone,  Bart.,  creeled  six,  6c  iliug 
from  Clb.  to  181b.,  one  of  8h\h.,  five  ranging  from  Clb.  to 
131b.,  and  two,  of  Clb.  and  81b. ;  five  from  Clb.  to  lOIb., 
and  two,  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  in  all,  twenty-one  fish  for 
the  week.  On  the  Sluie  water,  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  had 
two,  of  CJlb.  and  7ilb.  On  the  Blaokhall  Castle  water,  the 
Hon.  A.  Powlett  had  one  of  61b.,  two,  of  lUb.  and  6Jlb., 
one  of  9lb.  ;  while  Major  Duncm  Gordon  creelfd  one  of 
61b. ;  Capt.  Mitchell,  one  of  61b.,  and  one  of  81b. ;  and 
Col.  Wade  Dalton,  one  of  91b.  On  Invery  water,  Major- 
Gen.  HiUs  had  three,  of  71b.,  8lb.,  and  91b.  ;  four,  of 
71b.,  71b.,  8Ib.,  and  91b.;  and  one  of  81b.  On  the 
Cairntoc  water,  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  has  had  five,  six, 
and  seven  fish  daily,  of  average  weights.  On  the  Durris 
section,  Mr.  Mekin  had  two  fish  daily  on  an  average  during 
week.  On  the  Lower  Dorris,  D.  Rae,  keeper,  landed  eleven 
on  Tuesday,  seven  on  Wednesday,  and  six  on  Thursday 
(twenty-four  in  three  days),  ranging  from  61b.  to  9 Jib., 
and  two  and  three  every  day  since.  On  the  Drum  waters, 
Mr.  Perry  has  had  two  fish  on  an  average  daily  since  the 
season  opened.  On  the  Park  waters,  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson 
and  Capt.  McNeil  have  had  three  and  four  fish  daily, 
averaging  from  Clb.  to  81b.  On  Sir  Duff  Gordon's  Mary 
Culter  water,  six  were  got  on  Monday,  two  on  Tuesday, 
three  on  Wednesday,  and  similar  results  since,  while  like 
sport  has  been  experienced  on  the  Kingciussie  and  nether 
reaches  all  over.  The  fly  has  been  conspicuously  the 
taking  lure,  the  favourite  patterns  being  the  Gordon, 
Akroyd,  and  Black  Doctor,  dressed  on  2Jin. ,  3in.,  and 
3Jin.  irons.  Few  clean  fish  have  been  got  on  the  Don. 
The  Ythan  and  Ugie  open  on  Saturday.  The  North  and 
South  Eska  are  not  doing  well.  On  Monday,  on  Ballogie, 
Mr.  Edward  Drummond  creeled  one  of  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Cor- 
bstt,  one  of  91b. ;  and  Mr.  L.  H.  Crake,  one  of  81b. 
On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Drummond  had  two,  of  71b.  and  71b., 
and  similar  sport  on  Wednesday.  On  the  Borrowstone 
waters,  Nicoll  had  one  of  Clb.,  and  one  of  71b. ;  and  Mr. 
J.  C.  Deverell,  one  of  lOlb.  On  Tuesday,  on  Dess  water, 
Major  D.  F.  Davidson  had  four,  of  61b.,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  and 
81b  ;  while  Mr.  Deverell  had  one  of  71b.  on  the  Lodge 
section  ;  while  Dunn,  Carlogie,  hid  two,  of  71b.  and  8ib. 
On  Glentana  seotion,  Lieut. -Col.  Brinckman  had  two,  of 
211b.  and  9Jlb.,  on  Tuesday;  while  Mr.  Merry  had  also 
two,  of  7Jlb.  and  81b.  respectively.  On  the  Ballater  section 
fish  are  not  yet  plentiful,  the  pioneers  only  beiug  met 
with,  and  sport  is  not  so  rife  as  on  the  sections  below. 
On  Monday,  Mr.  Grandville  had  one  of  71b  on  Cambus 
O'May  section.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Frances  and  Mr.  J.  Miller 
creeled  two  on  Mcnaltrie,  of  231b.  and  81b.;  and  J.  B. 
Miller  a  beauty  of  20Jlb. ,  on  the  same  day,  on  the  hotel 
water ;  while  Cameron,  keeper,  hid  one  of  lOlb.  on 
Glenmuick  water.— G.  M. 

Bhin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — The  angling  tenant  has 
been  out  more  or  less  dutina;  the  past  ten  diya,  but  so  far 
as  can  be  atcaitiined  only  one  Siluion,  weighing  91b.,  has 
been  landed.  Conditions  are  unfavourable  in  every 
respect,  and,  besides,  it  is  not  suppoatd  that  only  a  few 
fish  are  in  the  river  as  yet.  It  is,  however,  expected  that 
with  a  clearance  of  snow  and  change  of  weather,  good 
sport  will  besin. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  weather  this  week  has  been 
more  settled,  and  the  rivers  nave  run  down  to  their  normal 
level.  The  Annan,  Nitli,  and  one  or  two  other  rivers  of 
the  district  open  for  angling  on  Saturday  (to-day).  Should 
the  weather  continue  Hue,  the  prospects  are  slightly  more 
hopeful  than  that  of  a  week  ago.  None  of  the  salmon 
rivers,  however,  afford  good  tpring  fishing.  A  few  spring 
fijh  are  caught  here  and  ttere  ly  the  rods,  and  your 
correspondent  has  known  several  iuatances  in  which  well- 
memli'd  kelts  have  done  duty  for  new  run  fish.  The  Esk 
opened  last  week,  but  fishing  is  confined  to  the  lower 
reaciioH,  and  up  to  Canonbie  glebe.  The  most  of  the 
lochs  will  be  open  next  week  for  the  rods,  but 
yellow  trout  should  not  bo  killed  before  the  beginning  of 
April.  On  Saturday  morning  the  whole  of  the  Solway 
nets  will  be  in  fishing  order  for  the  season.  In  some  of 
the  rivers  the  salmon  disease  haa  made  its  appearance,  but 
fortunately  the  disease  is  nothing  like  that  of  last  year. 
It  is  said  to  be  worst  on  the  Eek.    In  the  Annan  lees 


than  half  a  dozen  salmon  have  been  seen  attacked  with 
the  fungus  this  winter. — Hkatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  T.yrone). — Angling  opens 
on  Wednesday  next,  March  1.  Just  at  present  the  river 
is  in  flood,  and  should  no  more  rain  fall  the  river  will  be  in 
fine  order  for  the  opening  day.  In  the  past,  close  time  the 
river  was  well  watched  by  the  special  bailiffs  of  the  Foyle 
and  Bann  Fishery  Company.  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
pike  are  slowly  but  surely  clearing  out  the  trout,  yet  the 
Board  of  Conservators  has  refused  to  allow  anglers  of 
known  integrity  to  fish  dnring  the  close  seison  for  them. 
The  well  known  Parmer's  Hotel  is  now  on  the  market 
for  disposal. — J.  A.  B. 

Banaou  River  (co.  Cork). — Since  the  opening  day 
(15th  inst.)  sport  has  been  indifferent,  chiefly  owing  to 
the  unfavourable  weather.  Salmon  anglers  have  done 
little  or  nothing,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Allman, 
who  on  the  opening  day  had  two  very  handsome  fish  of 
IClb.  and  121b.,  and  on  the  16th  inst.  one  of  12Ib.— W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Blackvtater  (co.  Cork).— The  river  is  still  very  high, 
yet  a  fair  number  of  fish  have  been  taken  on  Careysville, 
Mocollop,  and  other  fisheries.  Mr.  A.  Browning  Priestley, 
on  Thursday,  ICth  fnst.,  landed  three  very  handsotao  fish, 
;501b.,  221b.,  101b.— W.  Haynes  and  SoN- 

Bundtowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— Owing  to  the 
almost  incessant  rainfall  here  during  the  past  tan  days  no 
fishing  of  any  consequence  could  be  done  on  this  river,  as 
the  water  has  been  bank  high  and  greatly  discoloured,  and 
continues  so  at  present.  Mr.  .Tames  Johnston,  on  20th 
inst.,  hooked  and  played  several  kelts,  which  are  now 
returning  seaward  in  great  numbers  from  Lough  Melvin 
and  its  tributaries.  Fresh  run  salmon  are  reported  passing 
through  the  river  constantly  in  fair  numbers  to  Lough 
Melvin  since  last  report.  On  this  fine  lake  some  excellent 
sport  should  be  had  any  time  after  15th  prox.  should  the 
weather  then  be  favourable  for  angling. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons 

Cork  Rivers. — Sport  was  generally  poor  on  all  the 
Cork  rivers  open  for  angling,  though  the  weather  on  the 
whole  has  been  favourable  enough,  and  the  waters  in 
better  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — Last  week  this  stream  was 
practically  unfishable  from  the  rush  of  heavy,  discoloured 
water — so  heavy  that  the  cribs  could  not  be  set  till  the  end 
of  the  week.  Spring  fish  are  reported  running  in  the 
estuary. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerr  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  poor  on  all  the  Kerry 
rivers  open  for  angling,  though  spring  salmon  were 
supposed  to  be  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarneji. — Sport  has  shown  an  improvement,  but 
not  as  much  as  justified  the  hopes  of  anglers. — T.  J.  D. 

Ziee  (co.  Coik). — There  has  been  a  good  increase  in  the 
number  of  salmon  anglers  out  and  fish  killed  since  last 
report.  The  river  is  in  excellent  order,  but  fish  are  sulky, 
owing  to  the  amount  of  snow  water  iu  river.  On  Lee 
Mount  Fishery,  Mr.  W.  T.  Crawehay,  two,  12ilb.,  llflb. ; 
and  A.  C.  Bouring,  one,  5Jlb.  On  Warren's  Court,  Mr. 
J.  A.Jameson,  two,  81b.  and  3  Jib.,  the  latter  an  extra- 
ordinary small  fish.  On  Lord  Bantry's  water,  Mr.  G. 
levers,  three,  91b.,  101b.,  101b.;  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Stanley, 
three,  181b.,  8Jlb.,  lOIb.  On  Upper  Nettleville,  Col. 
Broderick,  one,  221b.  On  Fargus,  Capt.  Douglas  Pennant, 
60th  Rifles,  two,  101b.,  5 Jib.  On  Ballineadig,  Mr.  8. 
Haynes,  one,  81b.  On  other  portions  of  the  river,  Mr. 
Ned  Murphy,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  Maurice  Lyons,  one,  51b.  ; 
Mr.  M.  Riely,  one,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  one,  101b. 
Trout  anglers  are  doing  well,  some  good  sized  fish  being 
taken.  Mr.  W.  Haynes,  on  the  17th,  in  two  hours'  fishing, 
had  seven  beauties,  from  l^lb.  to  Jib.,  taken  with  the 
March  Brown,  in  the  tidal  water  at  Sundays  Well. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiongh  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
continues  very  bad,  though  the  weather  has  been,  on  the 
whole,  favourable  enough,  and  the  water  in  fair  order  for 
angling.  Only  three  salmon  have  been  had  since  last 
renort,  of  about  the  usual  weight. — T.  J.  D. 

IiOUgh.  Neagh.  —  With  the  improvement  in  the 
weather  the  pollen  fishing  has  improved  somewhat.  The 
demand  from  London  and  other  English  markets  is  good. 
I  hear  that  several  big  consignments  of  poached  salmon 
and  trout  failed  to  reach  their  destinations  owing  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  police.  A  candidate  or  two  under  the 
new  faugled  L.G.  Act  are  going  in  for  the  abolition  of 
certain  fisheries  monopolies  of  the  lough  and  the  Bann 
river. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— The 
above  waters  are  now  all  in  good  order,  and  sport  has  been 
good  all  round. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  now  in  good  order,  and  weather  looking 
favourable,  and  a  fair  number  of  spring  fish  in  the  pools. 
On  the  21st  the  manager  of  the  Imperial  Hotel  drew  first 
blood  for  the  season  by  landing  a  good  salmon,  weighing 
221b.,  after  an  hour  and  a  quarter's  hard  play.  The  fly 
that  enticed  this  beauty  is  one  of  my  new  inventions, 
namely,  the  Kitchener. — Pat  Heaenes. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Baltimore. — Sea  angling  hero  has  been  suspended  for 
a  long  time,  owing  to  wild  weather.  At  time  of  writing, 
however,  the  weather  is  fine  and  fish  of  diflerent  kinds 
numerous,  and  anglers  have  opened  the  campaign  with 
good  results. — T.  J.  1). 

Darrjinaue. — Pollack  anglers  are  now  getting  good 
sport  in  the  Coomacouclane  direction,  red  rubber  eels 
being  the  best  lures.  Spring  mackerel  are  now  coming  in 
in  big  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Local  fishing  is  still  abnormally 
bad,  the  prevailing  east  wind  marring  sport  of  all  kind. 
The  pier  has  been  but  poorly,  patronised  during  the  last 


week,  and  the  few  attempts  that  have  been  made  have-^ 
proved    almost  fruitless.     On  Saturday  last,   Messrs.  1 
Gareau,  Browne,  Cooper,  Bushnell,  and  Norman,  all 
fished  for  several  hours  in  the  afternoon,  the  resultant- 
catch  being  only  three  dabs,  two  pouting,  and  a  small  cod- 
ling.   The  water  had  fined  down  considerably  on  Sunday, 
but  Mr.  Bowles  and  Mr.  Gray  only  took  two  small  dabs. 
Messrs.  Gareau,  Upton,  and  Smith  had  some  sport  in  ftJ 
boat,  and  brought  ashore  twenty-five  whiting  and  three{ 
codling — the  best  catch  lately  recorded.    Mr.  Bowks  did  " 
a  little  pier  fishing  on  Monday  morniog,  bat  without  any 
result.   A  strong  north-east  wind  prevailed  on  Taeada^V^ 
and  the  pier  was  without  a  single  patron.    The  wind  had 
somewhat  abated  on  Wednesday,  but  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
London,  who  tried  for  the  greater  part  of  the  afternoon^  • 
met  with  no  success. — J.  Richakdson  (B.8.A.S.). 

Deal. — Saturday  brought  a  few  anglers  here,  and. 
nothing  of  importance  was  done  however.  On  19th  Mr.  H. , 
Kent  put  out  about  9  a.m.  and  returned  about  6  p.m  ,  and 
landed  twenty-four  codling,  some  fine  ones  amongst  them,  • 
sixteen  pouting  and  whiting,  fishing  mostly  off  Old  Stairs  ■ 
Bay;  To-day  (Wednesday)  a  fresn  brefza,  easterly,  andf 
no  prospects  of  fishing. — Edward  Hanger  (Agent- 
B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Pollacking  is  now  giving  good  sport  on; 
favourable  days.  On  Saturday  four  local  anglers  took, 
three  dozen  in  about  four  hours  with  rubbers. — T.  J.  D.  • 

Bastbourne. — Feb.  20.  —  The  worst  time  for  sea 
fishing  is  now  upon  us,  and  for  the  next  two  months  at 
least  it  will  be  very  little  use  for  anglers  to  try  thin' 
resort.    But  very  few  fish,  I  hear,  are  now  being  had. 
by  the  professional  fishermen,  so  anglers  had  better  wait 
until  the  time  for  the  deep  sea  fishing  off  the  Sovereign  . 
Rocks  commences,  say,  about  the  beginning  of  May.  Pier, 
fishing  is  very  poor,  only  a  few  dabs,  &o.,  being  had. 
High  water,  Saturday,  Feb.  2.o,at  10.50  and  11,30.— J.  W.  ■ 
SODDY  (B.S.A.S.). 

Fiymouth. — We  are  in  hopes  that  all  storms  have, 
passed,  at  least  for  the  time,  so  that  our  fishermen  can  get 
to  work.  They  have  had  a  hard  time  of  it  for  the  last' 
month  or  two,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  friends  giving 
them  a  little  help  I  do  not  know  what  they  would  have 
done.  There  is  very  little  doing  now  on  the  piers,  as  there 
is  so  much  fresh  water  coming  down  the  rivers  that  the 
fish  get  away  in  deeper  water.  Our  trammels  have  been 
having  fine  sport  with  the  red  mullet,  but  they  have  not 
been  fetching  good  prices.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  get 
fine  weather  during  Lent,  or  we  shall  have  fish  at  a 
fabulous  price.  Hake  and  soles  have  been  very  scarce,  but 
cod  and  ling  fairly  plentiful.  We  shall  now  commence  to 
get  our  boats  out  and  put  in  order  so  as  to  be  ready  for 
Easter.— William  Heardee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — Fish  are  scarce  at  present,  but  during 
November  and  December  last  good  sport  was  had  w  ith  cod, 
both  on  the  piers  and  from  the  rocks — north  and  south 
— two  rods  landing  from  301b.  to  401b.  of  cod  by  fishing  oft 
the  piers  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. — H. 


The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  F 
March  3.    Spring  tides.    Highest  on  Tuesday. 


tides 
riday, 


Scarborough   

Yarmouth   

Lowestoft   

Aldeburgh   

Harwich   

Southend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  &  Barns- 
gate. 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  J 

Newhaven   

Shoroham  and) 
Southwick  j 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 

Plymouth   


o..';i 

—I 

1,40  ' 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon- 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

4.19 
p.m. 
4.3-3 

a.m. 

4.47 
p.m. 
5.  1 

a  m. 
5.16 
p  m. 
5,51 

a.m 
G.46 
p  m. 
7.  1 

a.m. 
6.16 
p.m. 
6.31 

a.m. 
G.48 
p.m 
7.  6 

a.m, 
7,2.j 
r.in. 
7  46 

9  18 
9.33 

9  49 
10.  2 

10.17 
10.32 

10.47 
11.  2 

11.18 
11  34 

11  -il 

0,  9 
0  27 

10.  0 
10.1.5 

10.30 
10.44 

10,69 
11.14 

11.29 
11.44 

0.  1 

0  16 
0,33 

o..';i 

1,9^ 

10.49 
11.  4 

11.19 
11.33 

11.48 

0.  3 
0.18 

0  33 
0.49 

1-  5 
1.27 

1,40 
1,58 

0.11 

0  2G 
0.41 

0  55 
1.10 

1.25 
1  40 

1.65 
2.11 

2.27 
2.44 

3.  2 
3.20 

0.  48 

1.  3 

1.18 

1.33 

1.48 
2.  3 

2  18 
2  33 

2.47 
3.  1 

3.  IS 
3  31 

3.4S 
4.  6 

0.  5 

0  20 
0.35 

0.  49 

1.  3 

1.1-T 
1.33 

1.48 

2.  3 

2.18 
2.34 

2.51 
3.  9 

11.  9 
11.2G 

11  42 
11  58 

0.14 

0.31 
0  48 

1.  5 
1,22 

1  40 
1.58 

2  16 
2  36 

10  49 
11.  6 

U  22 
11.38 

0.  1 

0.11 
0.28 

0  45 
1.  2 

1  20 
1  38 

l..:6 
2.1«j 

11.17 
11.34 

11.50 

0.  6 
0.22 

0.39 
0.5G 

1.13 
1.30 

1  48 

2.  G 

2.24 

11.13 
11  .30 

11,46 

0.  2 

0  18 

0  35 
0.52 

1  9 
1.26 

1.44 

2.  2 

2  20" 
2  4P 

11.34 
11.51 

0.  7 

0.23 
0  39 

0.56 
1.13 

1  30 
1.47 

2.  5 
2.23 

2.41 
8.  1 

11.45 

0.  1 
0.16 

0.32 
0.48 

1.  4 

1.20 

1.86 
1.52 

2.  8 
2  34 

2.41 

3,  0 

S.fil 
C.12 

fi.28 
6  45 

7.  0 
7.1G 

7.31 
7.46 

8.  0 
8.14 

8.30 
8.48 

9.  a 
9.22 

STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telkgrai'ji. — Feiday,  Fkh,  24,  11  a.m. 
Deal. — N.E.  ;  smooth. 
DovKR. — N.K.,  light ;  smooth. 
Ramsoatk. — Calm ;  smooth. 
Margate. — S.E. ;  smooth. 
Hastings. — B. ;  smooth. 
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Jingling  '^xxiuxc^. 

February  26.   

Alma  :  Outing  to  Windfor. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Matoh  at  Headiog. 

Batter.-ea.  Piscatorialti :  Consolation  match. 

Brompton  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 

Camden :  Eoving  match. 

Canning  Town :  Outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 

Cobden  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Collingwood  :  Outing  to  Woking. 

Earlatield  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 

Elgin  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

Lincoln :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

St.  Alban's  :  Koving  match. 

Second  Surrey  :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Goring. 

Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Hertford. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Westminster  :  Match  at  Hampton. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Outing  to  Weybridge. 

Te  Olde  Claoham  Eovers  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
February  28. 

Original  Alexandra :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Peckham  Brothers :  Yisit. 

Queen's  Piscatorials  ;  Visit. 
March  1. 

Enterprise  :  Visit. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Priie  outing. 
Karcb  2. 

Stockwell :  Lantern  lecture. 


March   5. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Consolation  match. 
,,      5. — Campbell  United :  Match  at  Bourne  End, 
,,      5. — Duke  of  Norfolk :  Match. 
,,       5. — Good  Intent:  Match  at  St.  Margaret's 
,,       5. — HoUoway  :  Outing. 

„      5.— Originil  Clerkenwell  Piscatorials:  Outing  to 
Hampton. 

5. — Eoyal  Oak  :  Eoving  match. 
„      5. — Sundial :  Outing. 
,,      7. — Bomore  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
,,      7. — Earlsfield  :  Smoking  concert. 
„      7. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Smoking  concert. 

8.— B.S.A.S  :  Lecture  by  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin. 
„      8. — Brompton  :  Supper. 
,,      8. — Greenwich  :  Smoking  concert. 
,,      8  — West  Green  :  Beading  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 
,,      9. — Eoyal  George  :  Visit. 
„     12  — Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Bures. 
,,     12.— Queen's  Piscatorials  ;  Outing  to  Bourne  End- 
„     12. — United  Brothers  :  Match. 

12. — Walham  Green  :  Eoving  match. 
„     12. — Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Cup  competition. 
.  ti     13. — Albion  Brothers  :  Visit. 

>i     20. — Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
,  „     20. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
II     23. — Thames  Eiver  and  Lock  Keepers'  dinner. 
II     25. — Lychnobite  :  Benefit  concert  at  the  Champion 
Hotel. 

,1     26. — Amicable  Excelsior :  Match  at  Egham . 
II     26. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 


HS^t^axts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsday 

Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marJced  "Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— This  flourishing  association 
held  its  February  delegate  meeting  on  Monday  night  at 
Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenvfell,  when  there  was  a  crowded 
attendance,  representatives  frcm  forty  affiliated  clubs 
being  present.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  the  vice-president  of 
the  association,  was  in  the  chair,  and  fetated  that,  with 
reference  to  the  case  of  one  of  its  members  being  inter- 
fered with  on  the  assocration's  fishery  at  Bnree,  the 
secretary  (Mr.  E.  Ghurney)  had  made  inquiries,  and  it 
now  appeared  that  a  mistake  had  been  made  on  the  side  of 
the  Merry  Anglers.  The  secretary  of  that  club  wrote 
stating  that  to  be  the  case,  and  tendering  an  apology  to 
the  member  in  question,  and  also  to  the  association.  He 
stated  that  that  dub's  water  adjointd  the  association's, 
and  that  was  how  the  mistake  arose.  He  addrid  that  the 
Meiry  Anglers  had  jnat  placed  a  large  number  of  trout 
fry  in  their  water,  which  might,  if  they  thrived,  be  of 
aome  benefit  to  the  association,  and  also  that  he  often 
during  bia  vig!t«  to  the  club  fishery  saw  that  all  was  right 
on  the  L.A.A.S.  water.  He  sincerely  hoped  that  the 
good  feeling  between  hia  club  and  the  association 
would  continue.  The  chairman  characterised  the  letter  as 
a  very  handtome  apology,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  accept  and  acknowledge  the  same.  The  aisociation  is 
very  "  down  "  on  thoie  who  take  uoderaized  fish  from  its 
rented  waters ;  hence,  in  consequence  of  a  Grand  Junction 
Canal  bailiff's  report,  a  member  who  had  a  jick  of  lojin. 
m  hie  creel  hi.i  been  called  upon  for  an  explanation  at  the 
next  meeting.  A  delegate  repoited  that  he  had  heard  on 
good  authority  that  while  the  Wey  Navigation,  near 
iijfleet  (rented  Viy  the  association;,  was  recently  drawn 
down  for  a  brief  period  poachers  secured  a  large  number 
of  tiah,  which  were  afterwards  sold  abr^nt  the  atreeta.  It 
waa  decided  to  at  once  inatitnte  inquiries  into  the  matter, 
the  chairman  remarking  that  that  portion  of  the  Wey  had 


always  been  a  deal  of  trouble  and  anxiety  to  the  associa- 
tion. The  applicition  for  a  railway  privilege  ticket  to 
Maidstone  is  to  be  further  reported  upon,  aiglera  who 
viaited  Tovil,  on  the  Medway,  stating  that  they  could  get 
back  to  town  in  time  to  weigh-in  on  Sunday  night  by 
walking  to  Maidstone  and  catching  a  certain  tmiii  there. 
As  vijiting  cfEcers,  Messrs.  Harris,  Abralmma,  and 
Eowles  made  their  usual  reports,  and  a  new  club  (the 
Limehouse  Piscatorials)  was  stated  to  have  been  enrolled. 
— Hon.  Eeportkk. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  83.,  Prince  of  Wales;  £5  lOs.  6d.,  Queen's  Pisca,- 
toriala;  £1  133.  61,  Queen's;  £1  6s.  3d.,  West  Ham 
Brothers,  from  their  donation  boxes ;  also  £8  Is.  from  the 
Hoxton  Brothers  A.S.,  proceeds  of  their  smoker  on  14th 
inst.  as  follows :  ^63  43.  from  the  box,  and  donations — 
£1  Is.,  Messrs.  G.  H.  Wood;  IO3.  6d.,  J.  Bartlett; 
IDs.  6d.,  J.  Abrahams;  IO3.  Gd.,  A.  Abrahams  ;  10a  6d., 
Josh  Cosnett;  IO3.  6d.,  G.  Leader;  lOs.  6d.,  G.  Stephens; 
lOs.  6d.,  C.  Bramley ;  28.  6d  ,  T.  Dickson.  —  E. 
Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Iiist. — On  Feb.  16  a  most  enjoyable  return  visit  was 
held  at  the  Queen's  A.S.  On  the  roll  call,  eight  dubs 
were  well  represented.  The  A.B.S.  box  contained 
£1  13s.  Gd.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Eoyal  George 
A.S.,  Bateman-street,  Soho  ;  date  later  in  the  F.  G. — 
J.  Harris. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Frampton 
Arms,  WeUs-street,  Hackney.— On  Feb.  19  eight  of  our 
members  fished  at  Coventry's  waters  for  Mr.  Coventry's 
10s.  and  two  prizes  given  by  our  members.  All  were 
crowned  with  success,  the  first  and  a  special  being  won  by 
Mr.  C.  Osborne  with  chub,  perch,  roach,  and  dace. 
Messrs.  A.  Skilletter,  with  perch  and  roach ;  A.  Carey, 
A.  Bowyer,  and  J.  Alwright,  perch  ;  J.  Jagot.  sen.,  chub  ; 
and  C.  J.  King,  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  all  weighed-in 
for  yearlioga  Several  other  members  had  fish,  but  were 
(00  lat9  to  weigh-in.  We  have  a  return  visit  on  March  13. 
It  was  decided  to  go  where  you  please  for  Mr.  Allwright's 
prize  on  the  26th,  for  gross  (bar  jack).  Also  prize  given 
by  Mr.  Sparrow,  to  be  fished  off  at  Coventry's,  for  gross 
weight  of  roach.  Mr.  Coventry  has  given  another  10a. 
(all  class  of  fish)  for  the  26th  ;  one  rod  only.  Please  note 
all  our  fish  are  to  bs  at  the  clubhouse  before  ten  for 
special  prizes.— C.  J.  King. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street.  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
Mr.  Barker  had  a  good  show  of  Thames  roach  on  Feb.  19, 
largest  over  lib.  Mr.  Turner  a  4oz.  dace  from  Colne, 
at  Staines.  We  anticipate  more  takes  on  26th. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth Place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Feb.  19  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Drew,  perch  and  roach, 
111b.  O^oz.  ;  Messrs.  Seymour,  Hopping,  and  MontgoiEery, 
smaller  catches.  Messrs.  Johns  and  Habbijam  have  each 
given  a  prize  for  our  outing  on  2Gth,  making,  in 
all,  six  to  compete  for.  Mr.  Garrett  has  been  elected  a 
honorary  ttember. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Societ,v.  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  Feb  26  we  fish 
our  next  match  at  Egham,  from  the  Varnish  Works  to  the 
Bells  of  Ouseley  ;  towpath  only;  jack  barred;  two  rods. 
All  to  start  first  train,  Clapbam  Junction,  on  morning 
Since  my  last  report  several  of  our  members  have  weighed- 
in.— J.  E. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — The  outiag 
to  Boxmoor  was  a  failure,  not  one  of  the  members  getting 
the  required  weight,  although  several  weighed-in.  The 
six  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  26th ;  go  where  you 
like.  Will  members  please  show  up  next  week  to  decide 
how  the  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  ? — G. 
Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  Feb.  19  the  following 
weighed-in  ;  Mesars.  J.  Jones,  roach,  41b.  ll^cz. ;  T. 
Bowling,  21b.  9Joz.  ;  H.  Mallett  and  T.  Pope  also  having 
roach  ;  all  from  the  Thames.  The  members  decided  on 
Wednesday  to  hold  the  annual  dinner  at  the  Thomas 
a'Becket,  Old  Kent  Eoad,  on  Thursday,  April  20.  Our 
usual  donation  was  voted  tor  the  river-keepers'  dinner. — 

F.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Flon'etr.  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— OuFeb.  19  Messrs. 

G.  Mead,  W.  Thomas,  and  S.  Aplin  weighed-in.  A  roving 
match  is  fixed  tor  Feb.  20,  at  Keading;  bank  only;  jick 
barred.  Trains,  L.S.W.  Eailway,  8  30  Clipham  Junc- 
tion ;  return  7  30  from  Eeading.  Five  good  prizes.  A 
consolation  match  is  also  arranged  for  members  who  have 
nrit  won  a  piiza  during  season  ;  match  to  be  fished  on 
Mdrch  5  ;  open  roving;  overnight  optional.  Four  sub- 
stantial prizes. — A-  Jenkins. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — Mr.  J.  Hobbs  was  the 
only  member  to  weigh-in  on  19ch,  Siviog  the  club  from  a 
blank  wilh  61b.  of  roach.  Members  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend  cn  Wedneediy  next,  March  1,  as  there 
yre  still  seven  or  eightjfprizea  to  be  fished  for. — A.  Conn. 

Bloomsbnry  Brotliers'  Angling  Society,  Itose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  On  Feb.  19 
Mes3rs.  .1.  Taylor  weighed-in  perch,  bream,  roaoh,  and 
dace,  71b.  Ol'z.,  one  perch  weighing  lib.  Ijoz. ;  J.  Eoach, 
roach,  61b.  lOJoz. ;  W.  Bray,  roach,  21b  S.joz. ;  C.  Davis, 
tench  and  perch,  2ib.  5.i-oz.,  the  tench  weighing  lib.  lljoz.  ; 
V.  S.  Pavett,  H.  Davii<,  and  R.  Lummes,  roach. — T. 
Pateknostkr. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  The  Britannia, Clarendon- 
road,  Netting  Hill,  W.— Our  concert  on  behalf  of  the 
A.B.S.  takes  place  on  March  7.  Messrs.  J.  Harris  and 
Ben.  Abrahams  have  kindly  consented  to  take  the  cliairs 


respectively.  There  will  be  plenty  of  talent.  Secretaries 
of  clubs  please  notice  change  of  clubhouse. — H.  Dag- 

WOHTHY. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountains 
Abbey.  Praed-street,  W.:— On  Feb.  19  Messra.  Scutt  and 
Fitrgibbon  had  roach  fn  m  the  Thimes,  the  latter 
winLiug  one  of  the  prizes  left  over  from  outing.  On 
Feb.  22  Mr.  Warfop  had  pike  over  30ib.,  largest  fish  211b.  ; 
Mr.  Hutchins  101b.  of  nice  roach  from  Thames. — W. 
Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Soolely, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's- road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath — On  Feb.  19  Mr.  Jones  took  the  remaining 
consnUtion  prize  wi'-h  roach  and  perch.  Also  weighed-in  : 
Mr.  Yeo,  jick;  J.  Golding,  ja<k;  E.  Hubbard,  roach  and 
perch  ;  Nurcey,  roach  ;  Fairburn,  roach  (heaviest 
lib.  IJoz  )  ;  H.  Ward,  one  jack,  41b.  louz.  ;  T.  Benny, 
roach;  Davia.  roach;  Mill  ward,  roach;  being  a  pretty 
show  of  over  GOlb.  of  fish.  Our  concert  on  behalf  of  the 
A.B  S.  was  a  success,  the  box  containing  133.  7Jd. — P.  E. 
Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Our  outing  to 
Broxbourne  was  very  successful,  the  fallowing  members 
taking  prizes  in  the  order  named :  Messrs.  Marshall, 
Fuller,  Cook,  Taylor,  Carr.  Eoving  match  on  Feb.  26. 
Hope  the  committee  will  come  next  Wednesday  early,  as 
we  have  some  important  business  to  disciue. — E.  Bo.tall. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  High-road,  Kilburn. — We  fish  a  match  at 
Bourne  End  on  March  5  ;  towpath  only ;  usual  conditions. 
Signal  to  be  given  at  the  Eailway  Hotel,  Next  Wednes- 
day, March  1,  being  quarter  night,  I  hope  members  will 
turn  up  and  clear  the  bcoks,  and  make  date  for  our  dis- 
tribution.— A.  C.  Quick. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marqtiis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  E. — Our  list  outing  this  season 
will  take  place  on  Feb.  26  at  Hatfield  Pevtril.  Dinner 
at  the  "  Sportfman  "  at  5  o'clock.  HcpLng  to  see  a  good 
muster. — M.  W.  Brownlie. 

Central  Association  Visiting  Iiist.— The  next 
return  visit  will  be  to  the  Peokham  Brothers  A  S.,  held  at 
the  Windsor  Castle,  Cator  Street,  Sumner  Road,  Camber- 
well,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  28,  and  being  the  first  \\t\t  at 
their  new  headquarters,  it  ia  hoped  anglers  and  their 
friends  will  muster  in  force. — W. 
Clapham  ^  unotloit;  i&ni^Ung  Socloty.  Tl  e  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  .Tuiiction,S.W.—  On  Feb.  19  Mr. 
J.  Thorne  weighed-in  a  ti^e  show  of  roach,  101b.  13  z., 
largest  fish  lib.  2^oz.  (four  fish  31b.  lloz.).  Members 
are  requested  not  to  forget  our  next  match  at  Windsor 
on  the  2Gth  inst.  A  consolation  match  will  take  place 
on  March  5  for  members  who  have  not  taken  a  prize 
duiing  the  season.  Locale  to  be  settled  next  meeting 
night.  We  have  voted  Ss.  Gd.  towaida  the  Thames 
river  and  lock  keepers'  dinner. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society  1  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S  W.  —  Eesult  of  our  last 
match  was  not  very  successful,  the  first  prize  only  being 
taken  by  Mr.  Down,  with  bream  and  dace.  Messrs.  J. 
Pasmore,  H.  Crowther,  and  H.  Stanley  also  weighed- 
in.  We  have  an  open  roving  fixed  for  Feb.  26. — T. 
Pasmore. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Queen's 
Piscatorials,  at  the  Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street,  Maryle- 
bone-road,  on  Tuesday  next,  FeD.  28.  A  good  entertiin- 
ment  will  be  provided. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Socieny,  Tho  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newiugton,  N. — On  Feb.  19  five  members 
weighed-in,  Osment  and  Eastwood  being  to  the  front  vtith 
two  good  shows  of  roach.  Our  A.B.S.  saioker  has  to  be 
postponed  on  account  of  structural  alterations  to  our  club- 
house.—T.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
the  19th  Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  A.  Howlaud,  J.  Barnfather, 
T.  Marsh,  and  W.  Walker  weighed-iu  loich.  On  the  26th 
a  roving  match  will  be  fished  from  Henley  Bridge  to 
Hambledon  Luck ;  two  rods ;  all  fish  to  weigh ;  each 
member  to  catch  bis  own  live  bait;  to  go  down  by  the 
9.3  from  Westbourne  Park ;  to  register  fish  at  Ye  Lion 
(corner  of  Queen-street  and  Friday-street)  not  later  thin 

7.15.— T.  TWYMAN. 

Collingwooa  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-squart",  Blacktriars-road,  S.E. — Mr.  W.  Beames 
had  a  nice  show  of  ro.ich  from  the  Lea.  Our  monthly 
outing  takes  place  at  VVoking  on  Feb.  26  ;  all  start  from 
Waterj'o)  by  the  8  30  a.m.  train,  return  8.6  p  m.  ;  roving  ; 
mitmows  and  gudgeon  can  be  carried. — W.  H.  Stafford. 

Convivial  Angling  St>ciety,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — On  Feb."  19,  at  Eye  House,  our 
outing  tOi.k  plac?,  two  prizes  being  taken  by  the  following 
members:  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  first,  jack;  and  Mr.  G. 
Pratt,  second,  roach.  The  other  three  prizes  were  not 
taken,  being  consolation  prizes.  We  have  arranged  to 
have  an  outing  on  March  12 ;  plac?  to  be  named  at  our 
next  meeting  night. — Phil. 

Covent  Qarden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C. — On  Feb.  19  Messrs.  Massey  and  Cut- 
bush  had  a  good  show  of  roach  and  dace  (all  specimens). 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  Curtis  weighed-in  roach  and  dace. — W. 
Massey. 

lialston  Angling  Society,  Brovralow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston, — On  Feb.  19  a  few  of  the 
members  were  out.  Messrs.  H.  Poore,  T.  Thompson, 
and  G.  Davies  were  the  only  gentlemen  to  weiijh-in,  they 
having  a  fine  show  of  jack,  roach,  and  dacs.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  the  2Sth ;  important 
business. — S.  Malhy. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street.  N.W. — Some  members  out  last  Friday  weigheu-in 
fish  :  Messrs.  W.  Elton,  roach  and  bream  ;  M.  Brothers, 
bream.    Sunday,  members  out  to  Twickenhami  Slough, 
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and  Uxliridge:  Messrs.  D.  Ansell,  jack;  R.  Bennett, 
.iack  ;  J.  Edwards,  bream  ;  J.  Coltman,  roach.  Wednes- 
day's meeting,  delegate's  report  from  Anglers'  Association 
read,  aud  vote  of  thanks  passed  for  same.  We  visit 
the  Qaesn's  Piscatorials  on  Tuesday  next. — Johnny 
Edwards. 

Drayton  Park  Fiscatorlala  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-roid,  HoUoway-road,  N. — Outing  on  April  5.  On 
the  1st,  special.  '  Will  gentlemen  of  other  clubs  requiring 
information  please  apply  to  the  hon.  secretary,  as  above, 
any  Wednesdav  evening. — Greg. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  AngrUn^  Societr,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  Feb.  19  most  of 
our  members  out,  and  weighed  some  nice  roach  and  dace. 
On  March  5  our  last  match  of  the  season  takes  place.— W. 

JiNKINS. 

Eagle  Angliugr  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham. — 
On  Feb.  21,  Mr.  T.  P.  Barlow  had  a  fine  show  of  roach 
and  dace,  weighing  121b.  ;  on  the  22nd  inst.,  Mr.  T.  P. 
Barlow  had  lljlb.;  Mr.  P.  Reed  had  about  91b.  of  good  fish. 
— W.  S.  Price. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Our  outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  2G  at  the 
club  water  at  Byfleet;  Park  Bridge  to  Wisley  Bridge; 
all  fish  to  weigh.  Members  leave  by  usual  train,  8  40 
from  Clapham  Junction,  returning  from  Weybridge 
8.25  p.m.  We  have  arranged  tn  hold  a  supper,  to  be 
followed  by  a  smoking  concert,  on  Tuesday,  March?. — A  .'T. 

mgiu  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
orescent,  Notting  Hill,  W. — Messrs.  Ryell  and  Billett 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Bayliss  jack,  on  the 
19th.  Ocr  concert  on  the  21st  was  a  great  success,  our 
large  room  being  crowded.  The  Allason,  Bomore,  Cam- 
den, Islington  Brothers,  Queen's,  and  several  other  clubs 
were  well  represented.  Messrs.  Clark,  Linton,  Shepherd, 
Nolan,  Pett,  Hoad,  Adams,  and  Drury  were  among  those 
who  contributed  to  the  harmony.  I  should  like  to  again 
thank  all  those  who  were  present  for  their  kind  support. — 
G.  King. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross  -  road,  Tottenham.  —  On  Feb.  19  the  following 
members  weighed-iu  :  Messrs.  Wells,  51b.  14oz.  dace  and 
roach,  one  specimen  dace  9Joz.,  one  specimen  roach 
lib.  1  joz  ;  Pheasey,  roach  and  dace,  31b. ;  Home,  roach 
and  perch,  lib.  11^02.,  one  epecimpn  perch  lib.  2oz.  Other 
members  were  on  the  warpath.  On  Wednesday,  March  1, 
we  hold  our  return  visit.— W.  Lefevre. 

Forest  Gate  Pi  catorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. —  On  Feb.  19  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  Inman,  Mendham,  Durell,  and 
Creeke.  We  fish  a  match  at  Bures  on  March  11  and  12 
for  three  prizes. — H.  P.  C. 

Forest  Piscatorial  Society,  Rose  and  Crovra,  Hoe- 
street,  Walthamstow.— On  Feb.  19  Mr.  T.  W.  Marshall 
weighed-in  jack  ;  and  Messrs.  H.  Tisley  and  G.  Beaumont 
roach,  Mr.  G.  Beaumont's  show  of  roach  being  a  very  fine 
one,  all  good-sized  fish,  the  best  weighing  lib.  5oz. — H. 
Tisley. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  W. — Mr.  EUins  had  a  very  nice 
show  of  fish  on  the  I9th  inst.,  and  Mr.  James  also  had 
reach.  On  the  2l8t  Mr.  King  brought  up  some  nice  pike, 
the  largest  weighing  just  under  141b. — J.  E  Lawford. 

Good  Intent  Angling  society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Messrs.  ^Maybury  and  Thomp- 
son brought  in  roach  and  perch  on  the  20th.  Mr.  A. 
Coker  br.iught  in  jack,  one  handsome  fish  191b.,  from 
Littleport,  which  has  been  sent  to  be  put  up  by  Cooper.  It  is 
the  best  fed  fish  I  have  seen  for  a  long  time.  Our 
members  will  fish  a  peg-down  match  at  St.  Margaret's 
on  March  5,  for  thirteen  prizes,  to  wind  up  the  season  ; 
all  to  start  by  the  9.8  a.m.  train. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.— At  the 
pike  match,  held  at  Barton,  on  Feb.  16,  sport  was  again 
slow,  only  three  sizeable  fish  being  taken.  Owing  to  a 
piucity  of  entries  only  one  of  the  prizes  offered  by  the 
society  was  taken,  and  this  by  Mr.  Arthur  Williams.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Williams  was  the  umpire,  assisted  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Thompson. 

Green-nrich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — Our  last  smoking  concert  of 
the  season  will  take  place  on  March  8,  at  7  30  p.m.  prompt, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett  in  the  chair.  A  splendid  programme 
is  prepared  by  Mr.  Gorton,  who  has  charge  of  the  musical 
arrangements,  and  we  anticipate  a  full  attendance  of  mem- 
bers and  friends.  Several  members  out  last  week,  hut 
only  a  few  successful.  Mr.  Freak,  a  perch  of  lib.  3oz. ; 
and  myself,  a  roach  of  lib.  lloz.  The  number  of  niembeis 
now  on  the  books  of  the  dab  is  106. — J.  Drydkn. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms. 
Harcouit-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  a  fine  show  of 
roach  and  perch  on  Feb.  19,  but  there  is  still  five  prizes  to 
be  fished  for  at  Shiplake,  and  1  hope,  weather  permitting, 
they  will  be  taken. — A.  B.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Betlinal  Green,  E. — Mr.  Jeffries  and  Mr.  W. 
I'ord  had  a  show  of  roach.  Our  last  prize  outing  was  a 
blank.  Members  to  fish  for  remaining  prizes;  to  go 
where  they  like,  on  Feb.  20 ;  all  members  to  sign  on 
Saturday  evening  at  six  o'clock  or  after;  all  members  not 
signing  will  not  be  eligible. — C.  Smith. 

floUoway  Angliiag  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. —  Our  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day, Feb  22,  was  well  attended.  Several  members  were 
out  on  I'Vb.  19,  and  had  fair  takes.  Messrs.  Stevens, 
Alec.  McGaw.  T.  Johnson,  and  F.  Clay,  fishing  with  the 
McBrides  at  Teddington,  had  several  bream,  perch,  and 
one  tench.  Mr.  A.  Clayton  had  a  fair  show  of  roach  and 
perch.  Metsrs.  Jones  and  Ilenniker,  fishing  from  the 
bank  at  Teddington,  on  Monday,  had  a  good  show  of  roach 
and  dace  (best  dace,  7ioz.). — A.  Clayton. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  NT— Our  outing  at  Sandy,  on  the  19th, 


was  most  enjoyable.  Takes  were  small,  Mr.  J.  Parsons 
being  first  with  four  roach,  weighing  3Jlb.  Mr.  T.  A. 
Shaw  has  also  had  a  nice  tray  of  roach,  ten  fish  scaling 
101b.  (largest,  lib.  9oz  ).— E  W. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingiland-road.  Shoreditch. — On  Feb.  19  Messrs. 

F.  Newton,  roach;  T.  Sowerbutts,  jack;  J.  Huntley, 
jack.  Members  will  compete  for  special  prizes  on  the 
26th  inst.  at  Ware.  Messrs.  T.  Stephens  and  C.  Bramley 
have  given  a  donation  of  10s.  6d.  each  to  ths  A.B.S., 
which  now  makes  a  total  of  £8  Is  collected  by  our 
smoker.  A  grand  Bohemian  cancerfc  will  take  p'aoe  on 
Tuesday,   March  7;   chairman,  G.  H.  Shepherd;  Tice, 

G.  Armstrong.    Ladies  cordially  invited. — Johnny. 
lalington  Brothers'  Angling  aooiety,  Myddle- 

ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. —  The  following  weighed-in 
on  Feb.  19  :  Mr.  Croker,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Burwash, 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Wilkes,  roach  and  dac9. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Jlxaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingaland-road; — The  members 
will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  Feb.  26  on  any 
part  of  the  Lea  or  Thames  (private  waters  barred). 
There  are  also  two  "  specials  "  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednes- 
day nf  xt.— C.  H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  two  shows  of  fish  weighed-in.  Mr.  Moody,  jack  from 
the  Welsh  Harp;  Mr.  Gilder,  roach  and  perch  from  the 
Thames. — I  hops  members  will  try  and  attend  next  meet- 
ing night  — G.  Bence. 

JCiincoln  Angling:  Society,  Metropolitan.  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  Feb.  19  the  following 
showed  s)me  nice  fish:  W.  Watlin?,  A.  Holmes.  R. 
Watling,  T.  More,  G.  Johnson,  C.  Biggs,  W.  Bowdrey, 
J.  Cook,  W.  Clark,  and  W.  Bowley.  On  Feb.  26  next 
we  fish  our  last  match  of  the  season  at  Sunbury,  all  to 
start  by  first  train  (7.50)  on  the  morning  from  Waterloo 
Station,  and  return  by  the  8.10  from  Sunbury  at  night. 
At  our  last  meeting  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  we 
forward  5s.  to  the  River  -  Keepers'  Dinner  Fund. — 
W.  Watling. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — Only  a  few  members  took  part  in  the 
competition  on  the  10th,  and  though  the  Dee  had  run 
down  considerably,  fish  did  not  feed  at  all  well.  Un- 
fortunately, the  top  weight,  Mr.  White,  exceeded  the 
time  tor  weighing-in,  and  a  protest  was  lodged  against 
his  catch  being  registered.  This  has  been  left  to  the 
committee,  but  it  is  really  better  for  everyone  to  abide 
by  the  conditions.  Mr.  White  had  a  nice  lot  of  dat!e, 
and  two  trout  (rather  backward  in  condition),  lib.  Mr. 
J.  Pennington  takes  second  prize.  The  superintendent 
of  the  parks  informs  me  that  800  perch  and  roach  will 
be  placed  in  Stanley  Park  Lake  (No  2)  this  (Wednesday) 
afternoon,  and  CDurteously  invites  my  opinion.  Angling 
very  slow,  bar  ponds  and  canals,  at  present. — Rd.  Wool- 
fall. 

Noxth-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — Result  of  match  on  the  19th 
inst.  in  rotation  :  H.  Collins,  W.  Richards,  sen.,  E.  Lamb, 
W.  Smith,  Auvache,  J.  Bedwell.  Members  miy  go  where 
they  choose  for  prizes  left  from  last  outing.  Start  Feb.  26, 
and  fish  from  bank  only. — A.  Lewis. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
On  the  19th  inst.  S.  Orrow  weighed-in  51b.  13|oz.  roach; 
G.  Barrs,  jack ;  R.  Brockett,  roach  ;  T.  Javans,  dace. 
Our  Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.  fund  will  take 
place  at  the  above  on  Feb.  28.,  Mr.  S.  Cole  (Hoxton 
Brothers)  in  the  chair.  Lxdies  cordially  invited. — J. 
Brockett. 

Original   Clerkenwell    Piscatorial  Society, 

Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
Feb.  19  Mr.  C.  Widmer  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and 
peich  ;  Mr.  Davison,  jack  ;  Mr.  Abbott,  some  fine  roach  ; 
Mr.  Beckett,  roach.  Mr.  Isaacs  had  roach,  but  was  tco 
late  to  weigh-in. — A.  Hill. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  of  the  members  of  the  above  were 
out  on  the  19th ;  the  following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Thomn- 
son,  Reitz,  Carter,  Cold  well,  Tracy,  Hopton,  jun.,Vylle, 
Lewis,  Skfggs. — W.  S. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
tcn-street,  N.W. — On  Feb.  19  we  had  a  good  show  of 
roach  by  Messrs.  Austin,  Shaw,  Carter,  Carr,  Read, 
Sherlock,  and  Mares.  The  last  two  prizes  of  the  season 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  Shaw  atd  Carter. — R.  C. 

Peckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Sumner-road,  Peckham,  S  E. — The 
retura  vitit  on  ihe  Centra  la  ad  S  L  U.V  Lut  comes  to  the 
above  club  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  28.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  will  take  the  chair. 
Visitors  from  over  the  water  would  do  well  to  get  down  at 
the  Nelson,  Old  Kent-road,  walk  up  Trafalgar-road  and 
Sumner-road  to  Cator-street.  Messrs.  Stone  and  Childs 
won  the  prizes  left  over  from  last  series.  —  Geo. 
Ethkrington. 

Prince  Albert  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert 
Hotel,  Woodfield-road,  ttarrow-road,  W. — Members  are 
recjuested  to  attend  on  Thursday  next,  which  is  our  yearly 
night,  for  important  business.  Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  IJ'eb.  19,  but  only  one,  Mr.  Derry,  had  any 
sport,  he  having  a  good  show  of  roach. — W.  B.  F. 

Queen's  Ang  ing  Souiety,  Latimer  Arms,  Walmer- 
road,  Notting  Hill,  W. — Our  relurn  visit  on  Feb.  16 
proved  a  great  success.  During  the  evening  the  following 
members  of  different  clubs  kindly  assisttd  towards  the 
harmony :  Messrs.  F.  Steptoe,  J.  Hoad,  Mew,  Jones, 
Morgan,  H.  Hamilton,  Adams,  G.  Love,  H.  Parker,  G. 
Farebrother,  J.  Weeks,  J.  Jackson,  G.  Blades,  H.  Smith, 
Edgar  Ourren,  J.  Underwood,  W.  Kewgell,  &o.  Our  box 
was  found  to  contain  £1  13i.  tid. — C.  Drake. 


Queen's  Pisofttorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a  Chapel  j 
Street,  Bdgware  Road,  N.W.— On  the  19th  inst.  the  follow-'  j 
ing  weighed-in:  C.  Brett,  C.  Shepherd,  W.  Brind,  W.I 
Shepherd,  J.  Winsby,  and  J.  Taylor,  a  very  good  show  of 
fish  altogether.  On  the  12bh  March  the  club  has  its  J 
last  outing  of  the  season,  an  O'dinary  day's  fishing;^ 
biiundary  from  the  Spade  Oak  Ferry  at  B  )urne  ELd  to  , 
the  top  ferry  at  Marlow.  get  out  at  either  station,  all  fish.  ■ 
to  weigh. — Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  C^eorge  Andflin^  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  Feb.  19  most  of  our  members  were  \ 
out,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Webber,  Pope, 
Holdir,  Davis,  and  Spiellman.    We  take  a  visit  on  the.^ 
Western  Visiting  List  on  March  9,  and  wish  all  clubs  to 
take  this  as  an  invitation,  as  we  can  guarantee  them  an  , 
excellent  evening's  entertainment  on  that  occasion.   A  ": 
general  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday,  March  1,  when 
I  hope  to  see  every  member  attend. — J.  Gibbons. 

Bioyal   Oak   Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow. — On  Feb.  19  the  following  weighed-  . 
in :   Messrs.   G.   Williams,  dace  and  roach  ;  Stanley, 
roach ;   F.  Pignatelli,  roach ;    J.  Payne,  perch ;  W.  ^ 
Tisshaw,  perch.    We  fish  a  roving  match  on  March  5  ;  all 
fish  to  weigh  ;*three  prizes  ;  first  train. — P.  Pignatelli. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington. — We  fished  a  roving  match  on  the  19bh 
inst.  Mr.  J.  Lewis,  first,  with  roach  and  perch;  Mr. 
Beatlestone,  second  ;  Mr.  Goodacre,  third  ;  Mr.  W.  E. 
Page,  fourth.  Messrs.  Every,  Sands,  P.  Page,  J.  Leighton, 
and  E.  Leighton  also  weighed-in.  A  roving  match  for  all 
eligible  members  for  seven  consolation  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Feb.  26 ;  gross  in  rotation. — H.  Allan. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society  the  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — On  the  26th 
we  fish  for  a  series  of  prizes  at  Datchet,  from  the 
bridge  to  the  lock ;  tow-path  only. — W.  Anstey. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  Feb.  26  outing  at  Hertfoid.  Train 
leaves  Liverpool-street  8.5  a.m.,  return  7  p.m. ;  all  fish  to 
weigh  bar  eels  ;  two  rods  ;  three  prizes.  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Duckworth  had  a  nic9  show  of  roach  Feb.  19. — 
Pelican. 

South  Iiondon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 

The  next  vitit  on  the  above  list  takes  place  on  Tuesday 
next  at  the  Peckham  Brothers  A.  S.,  Windsor  Castle, 
Cator-street,  Peckham,  when  I  shon'd  like  to  see  a  good 
muster  — Alf.  Painter. 

Stockwell  Angling  Socie'y,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stockwell. — Two  of  our  new  members,  Messrs  H.  Payne, 
sen.,  and  H.  Payne,  jun.,  had  a  nice  lot  of  roach  and  dace 
from  Hampton  on  Feb.  19,  Payne  the  younger  taking  a 
31b.  barbel,  ledgering.  At  our  last  meeting,  seven  active 
and  five  hon.  members  were  proposed,  and  will  ba  elected 
next  meeting  night.  I  trust  that  brother  anglers  will 
turn  up  in  force  at  Mr.  Wade's  lantern  lecture,  entioled 
"  Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by  S.E.  Railway,"  on 
March  2.  Our  old  friend  Mr.  Shepherd,  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  has  promised  to  attend ;  it  will  be  taken  as  a 
kindness  by  our  members  that  they  hope  to  reciprocate. 
— Thos.  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — The  members  of  the 
above  club  fished  a  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  the  19th. 
Mr.  F.  Bates  was  first,  with  a  few  roach ;  and  J.  Grand 
second,  with  roach,  there  being  two  prizes  only  taken.  F. 
Humphres  weighed  roach  and  dace  from  ether  waters ; 
J.  Friend  also  weighed  jack  and  tench. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plongh  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.  —  On  Feb.  19  Mr.  Hall 
weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon,  21b.  4oz.  Mr. 
Barber,  Brompton  A. 8.,  visited  us  on  meeting  night,  and 
invited  our  members  to  a  smoking  concert  on  Wednesday, 
March  8,  when  the  private  prizes  won  in  the  outing 
between  the  two  clubs  on  Feb.  5  will  be  given  to  winners. 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  Sundial  members. — C.  B. 
Lock. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  liociety,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road, N. — On  Feb.  16  eleven  of  our  members  fished 
for  sjme  prizes  at  Bourne  End.  All  the  prizes  were 
taken,  Mr.  Mills  biing  first  with  101b.  6Joz.  of  fish.  Mr. 
Miller  on  Friday,  the  17th  inst.,  took  twenty-six  roaeh, 
weighing  201b.  Mr.  Mills  on  Saturday  last  weighed-in  a 
roach  of  lib.  9Joz.  from  the  Lea. — Thos.  F.  Ward. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society.  —  At  the 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  last  Dr.  W.  Marston 
Clarke,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  founders  of  thei 
T.A.P.S.,  was  unanimously  elected  as  President  of  the' 
Society.  The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  Hibble- 
thwaite,  and  two  additional  members  were  elected.  The 
weighing-ia  of  fish  has  not  yet  ODmmenced,  but  the  follow- 
ing members  reported  their  results  :  Mr.  O.  Smith  and 
Mr.  Simons,  one  day,  121b.  of  roach,  some  fine  bream,  and 
a  brace  of  perch  weighing  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Barrow,  on  Thurs- 
day, nine  tine  roach ;  Mr.  Simons,  on  Friday,  nine  nice 
bream  ;  and  Mr.  Cross,  some  bream  and  perch. — J.  M. 
Brougham. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford. — Several  members  of  the  above  were 
out  on  Feb.  19,  Mr.  C.  Wilderspin,  roach,  and  Mr.  S. 
Drage,  roach  and  dace.  We  fish  a  roving  match  on 
March  12  for  several  prizes. — H.  Tyler. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street.  Hampstead-roid,  N.W.  —  On 
Feb.  12  Mr.  Bouffler,  first  prize.  Ftb.  19,  Messrs.  J. 
Toothill,  second;  W.  Bond,  third;  F.  Griffith,  fourth; 
W.  Toothill,  fifth  prizes.  A  very  good  show.  I  hope  to 
see  every  member  next  Wednesday- important  business. 
— W.  H.  B. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
had  fish  :  Feb.  12,  Messrs.  Clegf,  roach  ;  Allan,  roach  and 
dace;  G.  Clayton,  dace.  Feb.  19,  Messrs.  Allan,  jack; 
Olegg,  roach  and  dace.    Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took 
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place  on  Tuesday  last,  with  a  good  attendance.  I  hope  to 
eee  a  good  master  on  next  Tuesday,  when  I  have  some 
important  business  to  bring  forward. — H.  C. 

waUiasi  Qreen  and  Cheioea  An^Unar  Sooiaty, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— On  Feb.  19  Mr.  Glass 
weighed-in  roach  and  perch,  41b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Templeman, 
perch,  31b.  5|oz  ,  large-t  lib.  Jiz. ;  Mr.  Dungate,  barbel 
and  perch,  2Jb.  7|oz.  I  regret  to  report  that  our  chairman 
18  still  very  ill  with  rheumatics.  Mr.  Coombs  brought  his 
prize  up  to  the  clubroom — a.  splendid  fly  rod,  to  be  fished 
for  at  our  rovin?  ma'ch  on  March  12. — W.  H.  Batch. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  N. — We 
held  our  annual  winter  dinner  at  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street.  on  Feb.  16,  at  which  fifty  mambers  and 
friends  attended.  Mr.  U.  B.  Ladler,  chairman ;  Mr. 
F.  Symonds,  vice-chair.  The  usual  toasts  were  proposed, 
and  hearti  y  responded  to.  Mr.  Isaac,  replying  for  the 
Walton  and  Cotton,  and  Mr.  John  Crowley  for  the 
officers,  congratulated  the  members  on  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  association,  pointing  with  pardonable  pride  to 
its  antiquity,  claiming  it  to  be  the  oldest  in  England, 
During  the  evening  the  company  listened  to  some  very 
excellent  songs,  music,  and  recitations  from  the  following 
gentlemen :  Messrs.  Bateman,  Clay,  Komlosy,  Allan, 
Milton,  Davis,  Bronghton,  Musgrave,  jun..  Smith.  We 
have  had  the  following  fish  weighed-in  daring  last  week  : 
Mr.  Wmter,  twenty-seven  roach,  161b,  6oz. ;  other  mem- 
bers, two  roach  lib.  8"z.,  one  jack  31b.  9oz.,  eight  roach 
21b.  lloz.,  three  jack  111b.  3oz  — M.  Cuddon. 

Walworth  Waltoniaus  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road.  Walworth.  8.E. — 
Result  of  last  competition :  Mr.  W.  Sparrow  first,  with 
roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  W-  L.  Grifiin,  second,  with  roach. 
Only  Mr.  C.  Pearson  weighed-in,  taking  first  prize.  The 
lapsed  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  26.  Open  (bank  or 
punt).— W.  Wrat. 

West  Green  Anglingf  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green.  Tottenham.— Mr.  James  Tayler  (Red 
Palmer),  president  of  the  Junior  Fly  Fishers',  and  ex- 
secretary  of  the  Gresham,  will  on  March  8,  at  8  30 
prompt,  favour  us  with  a  reading  on  "  Rain  and  Rivera." 
All  clubs  fishing  the  Lea  are  invited  to  send  representa- 
tives—Alfred  G.  Hill. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W.— On  Feb.  19  Mr.  A.  Beck  weighed- 
in  barbel,  roach,  and  dace.  The  February  match  will  be 
fished  on  Feb.  26,  from  Molsey  Bridge  to  the  intake  at 
Hurst  Park.  Leave  Vauxhall  8.20  ;  return  from  Hampton 
Court,  7.20.  Two  rods;  all  fish  to  weigh  except  jack; 
all  fish  to  be  shown  at  station.— S.  M. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  Volunteer, 
Chesnnt-road,  Tottenham.— On  Feb.  19  the  following 
weighed-in  :  8.  Claridge,  perch  (heaviest  fish,  lib.  3Jcz.) ; 
A.  Langton,  jick  and  dace;  W.  E.  Beaumont,  roach 
(heaviest  fish,  lejoz.) ;  Bastock,  roach  ;  W.  Butler,  roach 
and  perch;  H.  Walton,  roach  and  jack.  —  W.  E. 
Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Fiscatorials,   28,  Aleiandra-road.— 

Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  a  splendid  show  of  roach  and  chub 
on  Tuesday,  the  heaviest  roach  weighing  lib.  3Joz.  Mr. 
Bovie  reported  the  capture  of  several  gnod  Thames  perch 
and  a  31b.  bream.  The  usual  fortnightly  outing  comes  off 
on  the  26t.h  inst.  on  club  water,  and  members  are  reminded 
tlat  the  final  competition  for  the  silver  challenge  cup  has 
been  fixed  for  March  12  at  Weybridge.  There  will  be  a 
"  high  tea  "  after  the  match,  at  tha  Mitre,  at  7  p.m.— S. 
Peskett. 

Tb  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Clnb,  The 

Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road.— Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Feb.  19,  Me  srs.  Gloster  and  Piper  with  dace. 
Oar  next  prize  outing  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on 
Feb.  26 ;  three  prizes ;  6.55  train,  London  Bridge ;  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend  club  next  Tuesday  to 
arrange  for  the  last  prize  outing  this  season. — N.  Linden. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
A  MEETING  of  this  society  was  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel, 
Kingston,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Arthur  presiding,  and  there 
being  a  large  attendioce  of  members.  Mr.  Brough,  of 
Clarenoe-stree';,  Kingston,  was  elected  a  member,  and  Mr. 
R.  Salt  was  proposed  as  a  member.  It  was  arranged  that 
the  club  competition  for  Feb.  26th  and  27th  sLoald  be 
confined  to  the  Thames.  About  thirty  members  gave  in 
their  names  for  the  annual  dinner  on  March  20.  It  was 
also  decided  to  invite  representatives  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette  Ani  the  Angler.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  A.  E. 
Hobts  and  Dr.  Brownfield  Bateman  for  the  prizes  they 
had  given  the  society  was  carried  unanimously,  as  was  a 
vote  of  sympathy  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  in  their 
recent  illness.  A  roach  competition  will  be  held  on  the 
Thames  on  March  5th  and  6th. 


MONSTERS  OF  THE  PAST. 
The  lias  is  an  English  provincial  name  given  to  an 
argillaceous  limestone,  which,  with  marl  and  clay,  forms 
the  bafie  of  the  Jarastic  formition,  'A  /Opbytes,  mollnsca, 
and  fi.ihes  of  a  peculiar  organisation,  and  reptiles  of  an 
extraordinary  size  and  ttructure  are  found  in  the  lias  clay. 
Cuvier  exclaimed,  when  the  drawings  of  the  Pli'.-tioiia'i.rii.< 
were  sent  him,  "  Truly,  this  is  altogether  the  moat  mon- 
strous animal  that  has  yet  been  dug  out  of  the  ruins  of  a 
former  world  !  "  The  I'lctinufni rus  belongs,  as  its  name 
indicates,  to  the  liz«rJ  family.  A  description  of  this 
animal  reads  aa  follows :  "  The  Plexioxaurvx  was  a 
marine,  air-breathing,  camivorotis  rep'ile,  combining  the 
cbiracters  of  the  head  of  a  lizard,  the  teeth  of  a  crDCodile, 
a  neck  of  excessive  length,  resemVding  that  of  a  swan,  the 
rib»  of  a  chameleon,  a  body  of  moderate  size,  a  very  short 
tail,  and,  finally,  four  paddles,  like  those  of  a  whale.  Its 
enofmotw  long  neck  comprises  a  greater  number  of 


vertebrm  than  the  neck  of  either  the  camel,  the  giraffe,  or 
even  the  swan.  The  body  is  cylindrical  and  rounded,  liko 
that  of  the  great  marine  turtles.  It  was,  doubtless, 
naked — i.c  ,  not  protected  with  theecales  or  cirapice  wirh 
which  somo  authors  have  investtd  it,  for  no  traces  of  such 
coverings  have  b^en  found  near  any  of  the  sk^iletons  which 
have  been  hitherto  discovered." 

In  Engand,  in  the  quarries  of  Lyme  Rpgis,  have  been 
found  numerous  remains  of  the  lchthijo!i(iii,r:in,  another 
marine  monster  of  ancient  times.  We  are  told  that  "in 
1811  a  country  girl,  who  made  her  precarious  living  by 
picking  up  fossils,  for  which  the  neighbourhood  was 
famous,  was  pursuiuj;  hfr  avocation,  hammer  iu  hand, 
when  she  perceived  Eome  bones  projecting  a  little  out  of 
the  clifif"  These  bones,  when  they  were  carefully 
excavated,  proved  to  be  those  of  "a  monster  some  .30(t. 
long,  with  jiws  nearly  a  fathom  iu  length,  and  huge 
saucer  eyes,  which  have  since  been  found  so  perfect  that 
the  petrifiei  lenses  have  been  split  off  and  used  as  mag- 
nifiers." This  was  the  complate  skeleton  of  an  Ichthyo- 
fa>irus.  These  dragons  of  the  sea  had  jaws  Sft.  in  length, 
and  160  teeth.  Whenever  a  tooth  was  lost  in  the  monster's 
head  by  contests  with  other  animals,  or  in  any  other 
manner.  Nature  soon  replaced  it ;  for  at  the  inner  side  of 
the  base  of  every  old  tooth  there  is  the  bony  germ  of  a 
new  one.  The  eyes  of  this  monster  were  larger  than  those 
of  any  animal  now  living,  their  size  frequently  exceeding 
that  of  the  human  h^ad,  and  were  an  optical  apparatus  of 
wonderful  power  and  a  ngular  perfection,  capable  of  per- 
forming the  otfioe  of  microscope  and  telescope  at  pleasure. 
Its  food  was  fish  and  smaller  individuals  of  its  own  race, 
which  it  swallowed  without  masticating.  It  was  essentially 
voraciou?  and  destructive. 

The  Pterodactyl  was  a  still  more  wonderful  creature  of 
this  period.  In  size  and  general  form,  and  in  the  charac- 
ter of  its  wings,  this  genus  resembled  our  modern  bat  and 
vampires,  but  it  had  a  beak  elongated  like  the  bill  of  a 
woodcock,  and  armed  with  teeth  like  the  snout  of  a  croco- 
dile ;  its  vertebrae,  ribs,  pelvis,  legs,  and  feet  resembled 
those  of  a  lizard,  while  it  was  partly  covered  with  naked 
skin.  "It  was,  in  short,"  says  a  writer,  "a  monster 
resembling  nothing  that  has  ever  been  heard  of  upon 
earth  except  the  dragons  of  romance  and  heraldry.  With 
flocks  of  such-like  creatures  flying  in  the  air,  and  shoals  of 
Ichthyosauri  and  Plesiosauri  swarming,  in  the  ocean,  and 
gigantic  cr.  codiles  and  tortoises  crawling  on  the  shores  of 
primeval  lakes  and  rivers — air,  sea,  and  land  must  have 
been  strangely  tenanted  in  these  early  periods  of  our 
infant  world." 

The  vegetation  of  the  Jurassic  period  was  peculiarly 
rich  and  abundant.  The  tree  ferns  of  the  carboniferous 
period  had  lost  their  enormous  dimensions,  but  were  still 
beautiful  in  form.  The  Cycads  now  appeared  for  the 
first  time,  and  seem  to  be  forerunners  of  the  palms,  which 
appeared  in  the  next  epoch.  In  the  next,  or  Oolitic  sub- 
period,  mammals  began  to  make  frequent  appearances. 
Hitherto,  they  had  been  limited  to  a  single  species.  These 
early  mammals  exhibited  the  peculiar  characteristic  of  the 
kangaroo  and  the  opossum,  in  that  the  young  were  trans- 
ferred in  a  half-developed  state  to  an  external  pouch  upon 
the  abdomen  of  the  mother,  and  there  remainei  until  they 
became  perfected.  During  the  Oolitic  period  bees,  butter- 
flies, and  dragon-flies  appear  on  the  earth  for  the  first  time. 
The  CeteosaKvus,  the  bone3  of  which  have  been  discovered 
in  England,  was  a  species  of  crocodile,  and  probably  the 
largest  creature  that  ever  walked  upon  the  earth.  We 
are  told  by  a  modern  writer  that  "  a  full-grown  Ceteo- 
saurus  must  have  been  at  least  ."jOft.  long,  10ft.  high,  and 
of  proportionate  bulk.  In  its  habits  it  was  probably  a 
marsh-loving  or  riverside  animal,"  and  was  not  apparently 
carnivorous,  which  was  certainly  a  great  blessing  to  the 
smaller  animals  with  which  it  was  surrounded.  The 
Ramphorynchus  was  a  creature  similar  to  the  Pterodactyl, 
already  described,  except  that  it  had  a  very  long  tail. 
The  Trleosaiiriis  was  another  formidable-looking  reptile, 
about  30ft.  in  length,  resembling  a  crocodile,  and  coated 
with  a  cuirass  both  on  the  back  and  belly.  Corals  appear 
in  great  abundance  during  this  epoch.  In  the  last  forma- 
tion of  the  Jurassic  period  we  notice  the  first  bird — the 
remains  of  a  bird,  with  feet  and  feathers,  having  been 
discovered,  but  without  a  head. — The  Argosy. 


THE  BOTTLE  AND  THE  MESSAGE. 

A  FORM  of  ocean  drift  of  special  human  interest  is  the 
bottle  bearing  its  message  from  the  shipwrecked,  or  about- 
to-be  shipwrecked  mariner.  And  of  these,  perhaps,  the 
most  remarkable  is  that  wj^ich  told  of  the  burning  of  the 
Kent  in  mid-ocean.  The  ship  was  on  fire,  the  end  was 
approaching,  there  seemed  no  hope  of  rescue.  An  officer 
on  board  wrote  a  message  to  this  effect  and  committed  it 
to  the  sea  in  a  bottle.  Some  months  afterward  the  bottle 
was  picked  up  near  the  shore  by  a  fisherman,  and  the 
message  it  contained  was  sent  to  the  very  man  who  wrote 
it.  He  had  been  rescued  at  the  last  moment,  and  soon 
after  received  promotion  in  India. 

But  the  bottle  thrown  overboard  has  also  been  used  in 
the  scientific  study  of  ocean  currents.  Many  such  bottles 
have  had  remark<ble  voyages,  and  greatly  increased  our 
knowledge  of  the  movements  of  the  ocean.  Sir  James 
RoHS,  in  his  famous  Antarctic  voyage,  threw  overboard  a 
number  of  bottles  in  latitude  "il  degrees  south  to  learn 
something  of  the  great  currents  which  run  in  that  little 
known  region  in  an  easterly  direction  all  round  the  globe. 
One  of  these  bottles  actually  traversed  the  greater  part  of 
the  earth's  oircamferenoe,  having  come  ashore  off  Cape 
Liptrap,  in  South  Australia. — Qcullrman's  Magazine. 


THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 


At  the  adjourned  annual  general  meeting  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  held  on  Thursday  evening 
last,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke ")  was 
unanimously  elected  president  for  the  year  IHUO- 
1900.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  the  out-going  president  of  the 
club,  for  his  services  during  his  year  of  office. 
A  resolution  was  passed  approving  of  the  pro- 
posed experiment  of  stocking  the  Thames  with 
salmon,  which  is  to  be  made  by  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association,  and  a  sum  of  10  guineas  for 
the  fund  being  raised  for  the  e.^periment  was 
subscribed  by  individual  members  of  the  club. 


jottings  bp  tf)c  i^ag. 

Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  came  an  acc  .unt  of  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Southampton  Piscatorial  Society 
fro  II  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  D  K.  Bridger  :  "  Close  on  seventy 
sat  down  to  a  good  menu ^  well  served,  and  thoroughly 
enjoyed.  After  dinner  the  usnal  toasts  were  gone  through, 
interspersed  with  mueic  and  songs,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Russell,  in  the  unavoidable  absence 
of  the  Mayor.  A  novelty  was  introduced  by  Mr.  C. 
McPherson,  who  gave  a  bagpioe  selection.  The  room 
was  tastefully  decorated  by  Mr.  Davies  and  the  afore- 
said Mac  with  fish  (stuffed)  in  cases  and  (alive)  in  globes, 
rods,  nets,  &c.  The  proceedings  closed  at  twelve  o'clock 
with  the  National  Anthem.  Mr.  W.  Newman  (of 
'  Ours ')  ciught  a  241b.  pike  in  the  Itchen  on  Saturday 
on  snap  tackle  and  a  small  roach.  Female  fish;  length, 
44in.  ;  width,  21^in."  I  note  that  on  the  menu  there 
was  a  novelty  (for  an  angler's  dinner) — "Ananias 
pudding  I  "  Wish  /  could  have  tasted  it.  Mine  are  all 
''  Washingtons !  " 

Me.  Sam  Thompson,  writing  from  Derby,  says  :  "  On 
Monday  last,  whilst  pike  fishing  in  the  Black  Pool  at 
Westou-on-Trent,  I  took,  amongst  others,  a  grand  female 
pike  that  scaled,  when  caught,  20jlb.;  length,  3ft.  BJin.  ; 
girth,  23Jin." 

>  »  t  «  < 

"A  BIG  pike,"  says  Mr.  R.  Fortune,  of  Harrogate, 
"  was  sold  by  auction  here  last  week,  and  it  may  not  be 
uninteresting  to  record  particulars.  The  fish  is  well 
cased  and  stuffed,  and  in  excellent  preservation.  A  label 
inside  the  case  informs  the  curious  that  the  fish  was 
'  caught  by  Mr.  C.  Curtis  in  the  West  India  Decks  on 
Sept.  26,  1850,  weight  201b.'  The  fish  measures  40in.  in 
length.  In  one  of  the  top  comers  of  the  case  is  fastened 
a  small  gorge  hook,  with  which  I  presume  the  fish  was 
captured,  'i'be  hook  seems  to  be  tastened  to  fine  wire, 
but  this  is  corroded,  so  that  it  makes  it  difficult  to 
determine  without  taking  the  front  glass  out." 


The  creatures  known  as  ocean  hydrro  have  no  heart,  no 
lungs,  no  liver,  no  brains,  no  nervous  system  ;  no  organs 
save  month  and  skin. 


The  first  three  volumes  of  Messrs.  Dent's  Haddon 
Library,  which  is  under  the  editorship  of  the  Marquis  of 
Granby  and  Mr.  George  A.  B.  Dewar,  will  be  (1) 
Sir  Edward  Grey's  book  on  angling,  (2)  Dean  Hole's  on 
gardening,  (3)  Mr.  Dewar's  on  wild  life  and  sport  in 
Hampshire.  Sir  Edward  Grey's  book  is  expected  in 
March.    The  edition  de  luxe  will  be  liisited  to  150  copies. 


Truthful  Tommy  writes:  "Dear  'Drag.,'— You  will 
be  sorry  to  hear  that  distinct  coolness  has  arisen  between 
the  worthy  chairman  and  the  equally  worthy  hon.  sec.  of 
the  United  Cock  Robin  Brothers'  Angling  Club,  which, 
as  all  the  world  knows,  is  held  at  the  Frog  and  Frying 
Pan,  Trotter-street,  Q.C.  The  chairman  is  a  self-made 
man,  all  honour  to  him,  and  lacking,  through  no  fault 
of  his  own,  the  inestimable  benefits  of  education,  has  a 
habit  of  pronouncing  the  Queen's  English  in  a  manner 
which  is  not  usually  accepted  in  circles  ironically  called 
'  polite.'  At  the  recent  annual  dinner  of  the  clnb  it  fell 
to  the  chairman's  lot  to  carve  a  very  fine  boiled  leg  of 
mutton.  Poising  his  carving  knife  and  fork  aloft,  he 
looked  round  the  table  at  the  assembled  guests,  and  in- 
quired in  persuasive  tones,  '  Does  any  gentleman  say 
mutting  ?  '  The  hon.  sec,  who  is  a  bit  of  a  wag,  promptly 
replied,  'No;  bo  gentleman  says  mntting.'  There  was  a 
sarcastic  emphasis  on  the  two  words  in  italics  which 
roused  the  presidential  ire.    Hinc  iUse  lachrymx  '. 


If  you  want  to  get  your  tongue  in  a  "  kink  "  try  this  :— 
"  There  was  a  young  fellow  named  Tate, 
Who  dined  with  his  girl  at  S.8 ; 
But  I  cannot  relate 
What  that  fellow  called  Tate, 
And  his  tote-a-tete  ate  at  8.8. 


A  cobrespondent  sends  the  following :  "  A  most 
singular  event  in  pig  breeding  took  place  on  Monday 
afternoon  at  Paddock  Wood  Farm,  belonging  to  Mr. 
William  Harris,  of  West  Smithfield,  when  a  sow  of  the 
Tamworth  breed  gave  birth  to  nine  little  ones,  amongst 
which  was  one  with  two  perfect  heads  on  what  appeared 
to  be  one  perfect  body.  This  strange  and  doubtless  unique 
freak  of  nature  did  not  live  long,  and  when  dissected  two 
entire  sets  of  ribs  were  found  growing  together.  The 
carcase,  it  is  understood,  is  to  te  preserved  by  Mr. 
Harris." 
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A  "  Countryman  IN  London"  writfs  to  inform  me 
that  having  a  Bpare  evening  at  his  disposal,  he  ia  anxious 
to  read  a  piper  before  some  angling  society.  But  before 
doing  so,  I  should  advise  him  to  insure  his  life,  make  his 
■will  (remember  me  in  it),  and  face  the  audience  not  only 
with  a  mailed  fist,  but  a  coat  of  mail  and  trousers  to 
match.  His  paper  will  be  headed  :  "  On  the  extraordinary 
elongation  and  expansion  of  the  truth  as  developed  in  the 
tale — not  tail — of  an  angler,  with  sugatestions  as  to  the 
best  method  of  treatment."  The  only  perfect  cure  is  to 
cut  it  short,  and  perhaps  this  treatment  might  cure  my 
correspondent  of  reading  pappr.a. 


He  is  also  willing  to  give  a  lecture  before  the  members 
of  some  learned  society.  The  lecture  will  be  "  On  the 
unusually  unequal  distribuHon  of  bald  heads,  red  noses, 
and  common  sense  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex  in  general,  and  the  city  and  suburbs 
of  London  in  particular,  and  the  b^st  remedy."  I 
should  advise  him  to  borrow  a  balloon  to  study  the 
Eubiect  properly,  and  then  deliver  his  lecture  before  the 
Balloon  Society,  unless  he  gets  lost  up  in  a  balloon 
More  ambitious  or  daring  still,  he  would  engage  Exeter 
Hall,  and  lecture  there  "On  the  immorality  of  our 
ancestors,  and  the  best  method  to  convince  them  of  the 
error  of  their  ways."  I  should  advise  him  not  to  do  so  at 
present,  but  if  he  really  wishes  to  be  "  run  in,"  be  might 
attempt  to  deliver  his  lecture  at  one  of  the  May  meetings. 


It  was  at  a  "  club  "  which  is  not  a  hundred  miles  from 
Petter-lane  that  two  or  three  well-known  anglers  were 
discussing  the  prospects  of  sport,  the  state  of  the  rivers — 
and  other  things.  In  the  court  outside  a  gentleman, 
evidently  of  foreign  extraction,  was  performing  a  fantasia 
on  one  of  those  ear-splitting,  nerve-torturing  abominations 
called  a  piano-organ.  A  gorgeously  attired  fern  lie, 
dressed  in  the  Roman  fashion,  with  all  the  wealth  of 
colour  in  her  head-dress  beloved  of  Italian  women,  entered 
the  room.  Aoproaohing  the  group  she  held  out  her 
tambourine.  "  Un  penny  pliz,  sienor,  por  una  povr' 
ItaUina,"  she  pleaded.  ''Good  old  Whitechapel !  "  was 
the  not  altogether  polite  comment  of  one  of  the  anglers. 
"  Right  you  are,  guv'nor,  you've  guessed  it  in  once  ;  now 
give  us  a  brown,"  was  the  astounding  reply,  but  the 
reflections  caused  by  this  incident  are  not  altogether  com- 
forting. These  people  have  been  sharp  enough  to  find 
out  that  we  English  will  give  money  to  them  if  they 
masquerade  as  foreigners,  while  if  they  approach  us  as 
our  fellow  subjects  they  have  to  go  without.  The  girl's 
smart  reply  in  this  instance  caused  much  laughter,  and  a 
rich  vein  of  copper  rewarded  her  ready  answer. 


Mr.  G.  Btherington,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Peckham 
Brothers  A.S.,  announces  that  a  visit  on  the  Central  and 
S.L.TT.V.  Lists  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  28,  at 
the  Windsor  Castle,  Cator-street,  Sumner-road,  Peckham. 
Some  talented  artists  will  appear,  and  he  hopes  to  see  a 
good  muster.  Wal  Gray  will  ba  the  pianist.  [Sorry  I 
cinnot  attend,  George  ;  perhaps  next  time.] 

 >  •  «  ♦  <  

Me.  James  Gibson,  81,  Michael's-grove,  Bolton-le- 
Sands,  Lancashire,  writes  on  Feb.  13  :  "  Perhaps  it  might 
interest  you  to  know  that  spinning  in  the  backwater  of 
the  Lune  on  Wednesday  (Feb.  8),  above  Lancaster,  I  ran 
and  landed  nineteen  pike  in  four  hours  with  Bartleet  and 
Sons'  Abbey  Mills  Spinner  and  preserved  sprats.  My 
success  with  this  spinner  since  I  exclusively  adopted  it 
prompts  this  testimonial  to  its  merits." 

 > <  

Mr.  A,  E.  HoBBS,  the  honorary  secretary  of  the 
Henley-on-Thames  and  District  Fishery  Preservation 
Society,  sends  us  a  copy  of  the  table  of  fish  pliced  in  the 
Thames  by  that  society  from  1883  ud  to  the  present  time. 
Altogether  they  have  put  nearly  2(10,000  fish  and  ova  in, 
including  725  two-vear-old  Loch  Leven,  "00  one-year-old 
Loch  Leven,  11,000  Loch  Leven  fry,  140,000  Loch  Leven 
ova,  2276  twn.year-old  Salnio  fario,  1750  one-year-old 
Salino  fario,  28  722  Salmo  fario  ova,  637  trout  of  various 
weights  and  kinds,  10,000  grayling  fry,  210  bream  (some  of 
large  size),  400  carp,  400  tench,  and  300  roach,  perch,  and 
tench.  The  society  is  doing  a  good  work,  and  is  worthy  of 
support.  It  may  bo  well  to  mention  that  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  funds  is  devoted  to  preservation,  which  is, 
without  doubt,  as  useful  and  necessary  as  restocking. 


MniiLE.  Paula,  the  plucky  reptile  conqueror,  who  gives 
a  sensational  performance  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  having 
lost  one  of  her  alligators  through  pleurisy,  procured  a 
huge  Zambesi  one  from  the  Zoological  Gardens  on 
Wednesday,  and  performed  with  it  the  same  day.  The 
Yachting  Exhibition  finishes  on  Thursday  next,  and  will 
be  succeeded  by  the  eighth  annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  on 
the  8th  proximo. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society,  announces  that  the  chub  competition  on  Feb.  26 
and  27  is  confined  to  the  Thames.  Also  that  the  annual 
dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel  on  Monday,  March  20. 
Tickets  Ss.  each. 

"  TifE  pollution  of  rivers,"  says  the  Moriii.nrj  7'o.s7,  "  is 
attracting  a  considerable  amount  of  attention  at  the 
present  time,  and  as  a  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Bill 
is  among  the  measures  which  will  be  brought  forward 
during  the  prefent  session  of  Parliament,  there  is  some 
prospect  of  improvement  in  the  near  future.  This  question 
of  pollution  has  often  been  referred  to  as  being  the  most 
prolific  cause  of  the  deterioration  of  salmon  rivers.  It 
would  probably  be  impossible  entirely  to  depopulate  a 


river  by  the  nets  alone,  however  persistently  they  were 
employed,  but  the  waste  products  fr 'm  a  single  factory 
niiy  suffice  to  render  it  uninhabitable  for  salmon.  Neither 
does  the  evil  end  here.  Health  must  suffer  from  such 
flagrant  neglect  of  sanitary  precautions,  for  in  certain 
districts  many  people  are  accustomed  to  obtain  their  water 
supply  from  the  rivers." 

Curious  coincidences  come  about  occasionally,  even  in 
the  angling  world.  Displayed  in  the  current  number  of 
the  Fiahing  Oazctfe,  aaya  Mr.  Carter  Platts  in  the  rocS:- 
shire  Weekly  Post,  in  the  adver' is-ment  of  J.  E.  Miller, 
Station-street,  Leeds,  is  a  very  clever  fanciful  drawing  of  a 
pike  by  Harry  B.  Neilson,  of  which  the  accompanying  is  a 


sketch.  Whether  drawing  is  quite  new  or  not  I  do  not 
know.  Certainly  it  has  never  come  under  my  eyes  before, 
and  yet  here  are  my  very  words  in  describing  ib  in  the 
Fishi7)g  Gazette  five  jears  ago.  After  alluding  to  certain 
traits  in  the  pike's  chararter,  which  seem  to  fit  him  in 
some  respects  for  a  p'leeceman,"  I  go  on — 

"  But  looking  at  the  jack  in  this  fanciful  way  he  doesn't 
seem  very  consistent.  His  character  shows  too  many 
phases.  There  appears  to  be  too  much  of  the  '  all  things 
to  all  men  '  business  about  it.  The  professional  house- 
breaker is  the  very  antithesis  to  the  guardian  of  the  law, 
and  yet  in  the  pike  the  two  are  to  some  extent  combined. 
The  overshot  underjaw,  the  low  forehead,  and  the  savage 
gleam  of  the  close-set  eyes,  all  indicate  the  coarse  brutality 
of  a  Bill  Sikes.  The  policy  of  his  daily  life,  too,  is 
identical  with  that  of  the  vulgar  crib-cracker.  Whatever 
he  can  lay  his  teeth  on  is  his." 

And  then  I  go  on,  introducing  this  hasty  sketch — 


"  Knocked  'em  in  the  Old  Kent  Road  !  " 

"  While  on  this  question  of  physiognomy  there  is  another 
thing  I  should  like  to  point  out.  I  have  noticed  occasion- 
ally— oftenest  in  old  pike — in  the  features  of  Fsox  luchis 
a  sort  of  rafiish,  rorty  grin.  It  is  difficult  to  sketch  the 
exact  expression  from  memory,  and  I  am  afraid  I  have  not 
succeeded  very  well  ;  but  I  daresay  you  will  remember 
having  noticed  it  now  that  I  mention  it.  It  gives  the 
wearer  of  it  a  certain  "  ikey  "  look — the  air  of  a  "  chicka- 
leary  bloke  "  from  the  purlieus  of  Whitechapel  or  the  Old 
Kent-road.  All  I  can  do  is  to  oSer  my  sincere  apologies 
to  Mr.  Neilson  for  having  unwittingly  stolen  the  idea  of 
his  clever  drawing  some  years  before  seeing  it." 


A  CONSIDERABLE  serBition,  says  the  Weatminster 
Gazette,  has  been  excited  in  the  Deeside  district  of 
Aberdeenshire  by  a  report,  which  is  generally  believed  to 
be  correct  ,that  the  Queen  has  given  up  the  seven  miles  of 
salmon  fishing  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Dee,  from 
Invercauld  Bridge  down  to  Balmoral  Bridge,  which  she 
has  leased  from  the  Farquharsons  of  Invercauld  for  more 
than  forty  years.  The  left  bank  belongs  to  the  Balmoral 
estate,  but  the  (jueen  wished  to  have  both  sides  in  her 
own  hands.  II  er  Majesty,  however,  has  no  idea  of 
wasting  money,  and  it  is  said  that  she  positively  declined 
the  proposals  of  the  managers  of  the  Invercauld  estate  for 
a  new  lease,  the  objection  being  to  a  clause  by  which  the 
rent  was  to  be  advanced  from  i'900  a  year  to  ,L'1500,  which 


certainly  appears  f  o  be  a  b'g  rise.    The  Queen  does  not> 
really  require  the  In-veroauld  water,  as  the  Balmoral  and  ' 
Abergeldie  stretches  extend  for  fourteen  miles  along  the'  • 
left  bank,  and  the  Duke  of  York  is  now  the  only  member  1 
of  the  Royal  Family  who  cares  for  salmon  fishing.  ^ 

"  Perplexed  "  says  the  fish  in  his  aquarium  are  djiag 
oB,  and  he  does  not  know  the  ciuse.  He  has  been  feeding 
them  on  bread  !  There  are  close  on  a  hundred  fish  in  my 
little  aquarium — oarp,  tench,  roach,  dace,  minnows,, 
gudgeon,  and  gold  fish.  The  grand  secret  is  to  have 
running  water  ;  a  small  fountain  is  sufficient  to  keep  fish 
healtby.  Then,  for  food,  we  give  them  a  change,  such 
as  gentles,  chopped  beef,  small  red  worms,  ants'  eggs, 
i.nd  Thomas  Ford's  meat  food.  For  one  shilling,  Mr. 
Ford,  of  Caijtor,  Linos.,  will  send  enough  food  to  last  six 
months.  The  only  objection  I  have  to  this  fatt;ening 
fodder  is  that  it  deposits  a  kind  of  greasy  substance  on  the 
glass  tank.  Feed  the  fish  regularly — say  ten  o'clock  every 
night.  Feed  th^m  sparingly,  that  is,  do  not  give  ihem  all 
they  can  eat.  Keep  a  plant  or  two  growing.  Gee,  of  19, 
St.  Andrew-street,  St.  Martin's-lane,  London,  keeps  some 
fine  "  soldier  plants  "—and — there  you  are. 


I  HEAR  that  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the. 
K.P.S.,  has  caught  a  roach  of  lib.  15Jo2.  at  Thames 
Ditton.  This  is,  I  believe,  the  largest  roach  taken  in 
this  district  for  some  considerable  time. 


Me.  Harry  N.  Campbell,  of  big  pike  fame,  was  fishing 
recently  in  a  private  pond  with  a  friend,  and  in  a  few  hours 
landed  fourteen  pike.  The  largest  was  only  10|lb.,bnt- 
they  were  all  good  fish. 


Most  anglers  are  born  bald,  and  other  die  so.  A  good 
remedy  for  that  complaint  would  be  much  appreciated. 
Baldness  breaks  out  in  two  forms — outwardly  and  in- 
wardly. For  outward  baldness  a  new  remedy  has  been 
discovered,  and  which  is  thus  described:  "A  certain 
M.  Menahem  Hodara  has  communicated  to  the  Constanti- 
nople Medical  Society  a  new  remedy  for  baldness.  After 
much  study  and  many  experiments  he  has  evolved  the 
following  process  :  He  bores  a  hole  in  the  scalp  and 
inserts  a  hair,  which  sometimes  takes  root  and 
grows.  The  worst  of  the  system  is  that  M.  Hodara 
has  to  dig  a  hole  for  every  hair  that  he  plants." 
It  is  worthy  of  trial,  and  if  the  roots  of  the  hair  were 
watered  with  "Tatcho"  they  would  be  more  likely  to 
flourish.  Hairs  for  this  purpose  may  be  very  easily 
obtained  from  the  head  of  any  friend  who  has  a  good  crop 
of  hair  and  a  hasty  tempered  wife.  Tell  him  in  her 
presence  of  some  escapade  he  was  the  hero  of,  and  a  very 
pretty  barmaid  the  heroine.  In  a  marvellously  short  time 
she  will  extract  from  his  head  more  than  the  quantity  of 
hair  you  require.  Inward  baldness  is  much  more  difficult 
to  cure,  or  perhaps  the  remedy  employed  by  "  Truthful 
Tommy,"  viz.,  drinking  "Tatcho,"  might  be  of  service. 
It  must  be  an  iuward  application,  frequently  applied. 
Dunripple  whisky  might  be  given  a  trial,  but  not  in  too 
large  doses,  as  it  is  apt  to  increase  the  complaint  which  is 
generally  to  be  found  in  people  with  flourishing  heads  of 
hair. 


A  LITTLE  brook,  some  twine,  a  hook, 

A  hazel  stick  for  rod  : 
The  bait  some  worms  which  Teddy  turns 

From  underneath  a  sod. 

And  Neddy,  lank,  upon  the  bank 

Sits  waiting  for  the  fishes. 
While  Teddy  sees,  in  dreamful  ease, 

'Em  smoking  on  the  dishes. 

Two  brothers  they  nigh  every  day 

Come  trespassing  a-fishing. 
And  once  or  twice  from  Farmer  Joyce 

Have  "  caught  "  a  decent  "  swishing." 

Joyce  twigs  'em  now,  and  wonders  how 

Their  little  game  to  finish ; 
He  doesn't  like  to  see  his  pike, 

Etcetera,  diminish. 

So  calls  his  dog,  and  off  doth  jog, 

With  business  in  his  noddle  ; 
His  whip  he  takes — in  braca  of  shakes 

He  to  the  brook  doth  toddle. 

Ned's  got  a  bite — oh  what  delight ! 

But  Towzer  he  has  got  'em  ! 
Poor  Ted  and  Ned  limped  home  to  bed 

With  breeches  minus  bottom. 


Sea  SHELLS  are  not  very  attractive  looking  object 
when  first  picked  up.    They  are  dull,  rough,  and  the 
exterior  is  usually  of  a  uniform  tint.     The  exquisite 
prismatic  colours  seen  in  the  shells  that  are  sold  for 
decorative  purposes  are  brought  out  by  applying  hydro-  _ 
chloric  acid  with  a  small  mop.    The  work  is  easily  carried' 
out,  and  when  the  collector  has  once  learned  the  process, 
he  will  find  shell  cleaning  and  polishing  one  of  the  most 
charming  hobbies  imaginable. 

 >  ♦»♦<  

A  SHORT  time  since  I  was  riding  down  Oxford-street  on 
an  omnibus,  and  in  front  of  us  was  a  Great  Western 
goods-van,  laden  with  fieh-boxes  from  Billingsgate,  which 
gave  forth  anything  but  a  pleasant  odour.  After  several 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  pass  the  van  by  the  driver  of  the, 
'bus  (the  street  was  crowded  with  traffic  at  the  time),  the 
conductor  appeared  on  the  top  with  this  exclamation : 
"  Oi  say,  Biil,  keep  behind  her  as  long  as  yer  can.  It 
makes  me  think  I  am  having  a  week  at  Yarmouth  !  " 
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Those  anglers  who  have  not  yet  put  ia  an  appearance  at 
their  spring  angling  quarters  should  lose  no  time  now  ia 
doing  so  if  they  are  within  hail.  The  proapecta  hive 
seldom  been  brighter,  for  the  early  months  at  least,  during 
the  past  decade.   

Every  day  last  week  sport  was  rife  on  every  beat  of  the 
Dee,  from  the  lower  reaches  at  C  alter  and  Kingoaussie 
right  ^ong  the  valley  to  the  royal  waters  at  Balmoral— a 
stretch  of  some  sixty  miles.  The_ thick  of  the  fish,  how- 
ever, are  in  the  lower  waters,  which  is  all  the  better  for 
months  to  come.   

The  Ythan  and  Ugie  open  to-day  (Saturday),  and  the 
prospects  on  the  tidal  reaches  are  reported  to  be  exceed- 
ingly gratifying.   

Several  importint  improvements  are  being  carried  out 
in  the  Ugie  by  those  interested,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  stocking  of  the  river  with  some  10,000  sea 
trout  ova,  which  was  obtained  from  the  Howietoun 
hatcheries  last  fall.  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  advocate,  the 
king  of  sea  trout  anglers,  and  a  sportsman  of  the  first 
water,  has  been  working  vigorously  at  the  improvements 
for  Bome  time  back.  ___ 

The  best  fish  yet  got  on  the  Dee  was  a  beauty  of  251b., 
away  up  in  the  Glentana  waters.  Mr.  Merry  creeled  it 
on  the  opening  day,  and  almost  at  the  first  cast.  Duncan, 
on  the  Elchies  Spey  water,  had  one  of  241b. ;  and  Mr. 
Kemp  one  of  231b.  on  the  Aboyne  Dee  waters.  These 
are  the  best  fish  up  to  date. 

The  favourite  flies,  and  nothing  is  being  accepted  by  the 
fiflh  but  the  fly,  are  the  Gordon,  Akroyd,  and  Black  Doctor, 
or  kindred  combinations.  They  are  dressed  on  2Jin., 
2|in.,  3in.,  and  up  to  3Jin.  irons — mostly  the  larger  sizes. 
Long  may  the  fly  reign.   

The  Nairn  is  yielding  good  results,  although  the  opening 
was  spoiled  by  the  universal  flood.  A  friend  writes : 
"  The  prospects  of  the  season  are  very  good— better  than 
for  years  back."  ____ 

That  was  a  lucky  hole  on  the  Lower  Durris  Dee  water, 
where  eleven  clean  fish  were  pulled  out  on  Tuesday  last 
week,  six  on  Wednesday,  and  seven  on  Thursday — twenty- 
four  in  three  days,  all  from  one  spot,  averaging  8lb.  each. 
Had  this  appeared  in  a  spsrting  article,  or  been  told  at  an 
anglers'  dinner,  it  would  have  been  deemed  worthy  of  the 
kettle  by  some  sceptic.  Yet  it's  a  fact,  kettle  or  no 
kettle.   

The  Sf.ey  pollution  case  haa  advanced  into  the  practical 
stage.  An  engineer  or  scientist  of  approved  competency 
has  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  two  parties  concerned. 
.Shoold  they  fail  within  a  reasonable  time,  L^rd  Kyllachie 
will  make  the  appointment  himself.  The  party  selected 
will  have  to  examine  the  remedial  works  executed  by  the 
defender  and  report. 

Mr.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  N.B.,  writes: 
"  Good  sport  is  being  had  all  over.  Fish  plump  and  good  ; 
average  weights.  I  have  let  the  second  week  in  May,  and 
am  on  the  eve  of  letting  the  remainder  of  the  month. 
June  and  July  still  open."  It's  a  far  cry  to  the  month  of 
June  ;  but  if  I  was  asked  to  name  one  spot  where  an 
angling  holiday  may  be  had  with  a  certainty  of  sport,  if 
sport  is  agoing  anywhere,  being  enjoyed,  and  comfortable 
quarters  to  boot  at  the  minimum  of  reasonable  cost,  I 
would  say  Feughside.   

Sixty  fish  were  killed  on  the  Kincirdine  O'Neil  beats, 
including  the  Dess,  Lodge,  Borrowstone,  Sluie,  Carlogie, 
Ballogie,  and  Commonty  waters,  and  covering  only  about 
three  miles  of  the  river.  It  has  been  the  best  opening 
week  for  twenty  years,  and  many  of  the  pools  were  not 
got  at  till  Wednesday  and  Thursday  after  the  opening. 

Special  Scotch. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters on  Thursday  evening  last,  Feb  16.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  after  which 
the  secretary  reported  the  death  of  a  member  of  the  Bell- 
bam  Society,  and  the  claim  of  £4  10s.  bad  been  paid  out 
to  the  deceased  member's  relatives.  The  secretary  alsj 
reported  that  the  profit  on  the  late  nairec  amounted  to 
close  upon  £8.  The  whole  of  the  committee  were 
appointed  to  the  four  divisions,  and  the  four  chairm  n 
were  elected  by  them.  It  was  also  resolved  to  visit  all 
the  new  societies  affiliated  with  the  Birmingham  Asiiocia- 
ti«n  as  early  as  possible.  With  this  in  view  it  was  decided 
to  visit  the  Canadian,  Seymour,  and  St.  John's  clubs 
prior  to  the  nf  xt  committee  meeting.  A  number  of  new 
members  have  lately  been  enrolled,  and  the  present  com- 
roittf'e  intend  doing  all  in  their  power  t-j  augment  the 
preger.t  number  of  members.  The  T.P.A.  Society,  I 
believe,  have  some  forty  members  to  be  enrolled.  Other 
cinba  are  also  increasing  their  membership  on  the  A.B.S. 
New  clubs  are  being  formed  in  all  parts  of  the  city  of 
Birmingham,  and  all  making  application  to  the  general 


secretary  for  the  necessary  information  with  a  view  of 
joining  the  association.  Visits  are  being  paid  by  the 
members  of  the  visiting  committee,  and  reports  will  be 
presented  on  March  2  next.  New  clubs  are  being  formed 
at  the  King's  Head,  Brearley-street,  and  at  the  White 
Hart,  Warstone-lane.  These  will  make  six  new  clubs  that 
have  been  formed  this  year,  and  will  mean  an  addition  of 
240  members  to  the  Birmingham  and  Provincial  Angling 
Associations.  Several  new  clubs  outside  Birmingham 
have  applied  for  information  to  join  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  the  chief  amongst  which  are  the 
Nene  Association  at  Northampton  and  the  Dart  Associa- 
tion at  Totnes,  Devon.  The  new  Bloxwick  Association 
will  be  visited  this  day  (Saturday)  by  Mr.  T.  Coles, 
the  president  of  the  association.  In  duo  course 
a  number  of  new  stations  will  be  asked  for 
for  Banbury,  Liverpool,  and  Warrington,  _  inde- 
pendent of  the  privileges  for  the  new  associations, 
rhe  Aston  Britannia  Society  have  decided  to  re-stock  the 
Longmore  pool,  Sutton  Park,  which  is  rented  by  the 
society,  and  1500  large  roach,  all  over  6in.  in  length,  and 
some  up  to  lib.  each,  have  been  purchased  by  the  society. 
The  pool  is  very  much  patronised  by  the  society,  as  it  is 
only  some  five  miles  from  the  clubhouse,  and  easy  to  get 
at.  No  fishing  will  be  allowed  on  the  water  until  the  16th 
of  June  next.  A  large  number  of  new  members  will,  no 
doubt,  join  the  society  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  this 
splendid  sheet  of  water,  which  contains  all  kinds  of  coarse 
fish.  Several  of  our  clubs  are  making  arrangements  to 
fish  contests  prior  to  the  close  season  coming  in.  The 
Lamp  Society,  which  numbers  some  200  members,  have 
arranged  to  fish  a  contest  in  the  canal  at  Rugely  on 
March  12th  next,  no  fish  under  6in.  to  be  weighed-in ; 
and  the  Mermaid  Society  have  arranged  to  fish  a  con- 
test at  Bidford  in  the  river  Avon  on  March  6th 
next,  when  prizes  to  the  value  of  £7  will  be  com- 
peted for.  No  fish  under  2oz.  to  be  weighed-in. 
The  Queen's  Head  Club  concert  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund, 
was  a  great  success,  as  over  350  tickets  were  sold.  No 
doubt  it  will  be  freah  in  the  memories  of  the  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  that  a  member  of  the  Shrewsbury 
Angling  Association  was  summoned  last  November  for 
fishing  in  their  portion  of  the  river  Severn  for  coarse  fish 
without  one  of  their  special  os.  licences ;  the  case  was 
tried  at  Shrewsbury  before  a  full  bench  of  magistrates  and 
dismissed.  A  case  has  now  been  made  out  for  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench,  and  will  be  tried  on  Monday  next  in 
London.  We  are  having  a  change  in  the  weather,  as  it  has 
been  bright  and  sunny  during  mid-day,  with  frosts  at 
night ;  if  this  will  only  continue  we  shall  have  a  chance  of 
having  some  decent  sport  before  the  close  time  comes  in. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

It  is  a  long  time  since  vrinter  anglers  had  such  a  good 
time  of  it  as  they  have  had  during  the  present  winter, 
with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  flood  there  has 
scarcely  been  any  interruption  to  sport.  The  waters  just 
now  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  fishermen  are  taking 
every  advantage  of  the  present  fine  weather.  Although 
roach  fishing  is  proving  very  remunerative  on  most  waters, 
pike  are  claiming  by  far  the  greater  share  of  attention, 
and  since  Saturday  the  trolling  rod  has  accounted  for  some 
heavy  baskets.  'The  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham,  and 
the  lengths  between  Kirkstead  and  Boston  have  furnished 
remarkably  good  sport,  and  individual  rods  have  captured 
as  many  as  five  brace  in  a  single  day.  Forty-foot  sub- 
scribers are  also  having  a  successful  time  of  it.  This 
week  bags  of  pike  weighing  271b.  (three  and  a  half  brace), 
231b.  (three  brace),  and  19|lb  (two  and  a  half  brace),  have 
been  reported  on  the  middle  reaches,  in  addition  to  several 
nice  dishes  of  roach.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Feb.  21) 
the  weather  was  very  settled,  and  there  was  every  prospect 
of  a  continuation  of  the  present  successful  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  still  experiencing  splendid  weather  for  the  time 
of  the  year  in  this  district,  causing  angling  to  be  a  very 
pleasurable  occupation  ;  and  as  there  is  only  about  three 
weeks  before  the  fence  time  commences,  our  local  roach 
fishers  are  making  the  best  use  of  their  time.  But  all  our 
local  waters  are  more  or  less  flooded  and  out  of  condition 
for  successful  operations,  yet  several  good  specimen  fish 
have  been  taken  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  and 
odd  fish  of  fair  size  have  been  met  with  in  the  tidal  waters 
below  Hempholme,  and  even  as  low  down  as  Dunswell. 
On  Monday  last  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  secured  a  nice  roach 
that  scaled  Ub.  3ioz.  But  the  best  fish  recorded  for  the 
past  week  or  so  was  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Brigham  ; 
it  turned  the  scale  at  lib.  54OZ.,  and  was  caught  by  Mr. 
A.  Marshall,  a  member  of  the  Victoria  Angling  Society, 
which  society  will  hold  the  first  big  event  this 
season  on  the  river,  viz.,  an  open  angling  match, 
which  will  take  place  at  Dunswell  on  April  29, 
although  a  few  smaller  events  will  take  place  even  earlier 
than  that,  for  on  the  26th  inst.  the  Osborne  Angling 
Association  fish  a  sweepstakes  at  HuU  Bridge;  and  on 
March  2  the  Holderness  A.  A.  will  open  their  season  at 
Wansford,  near  Driffield,  the  members  leaving  the  Paragon 
Station  at  1.10  p.m.  ;  whilst  on  March  4  the  Brunswick 
A.S.  will  fish  their  first  match  at  Snakeholme.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association 
appointed  to  net  the  Stoneferry  reservoirs  succeeded  in 
transferring  several  thousand  small  roach  into  the  river 
at  that  place,  also  a  few  nice  sized  perch,  but  not  the 
quantity  of  this  species  as  had  been  anticipated  ;  neverthe- 
less it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  they  should 
have  the  thanks  of  the  Hull  anglers  for  their  persevering 
endeavours  to  benefit  the  river.  The  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  are  again  giving  our  local  anglers  some  return  for 
the  outlay  of  the  shilling  trout  licence.  They  have  granted 
500  yearling  trout  each  to  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preserva- 
tion Society  and  the  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  A  .S  ,  to  be 
turned  into  the  river  at  the  different  districts,  so  that  our 
local  river  should  soon  become  as  noted  for  trout  as  it  is 


for  large  roach  ;  at  all  events,  their  endeavours  should 
encourage  our  local  anglers  to  take  out  the  licence  without 
so  much  grumbling.  A  large  comjjany  of  about  150  anglers 
assembled  together  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  in  Carr- 
lane,  on  Tuesday  evening  (Feb.  14),  to  celebrate  the  second 
anniversary  of  the  Central  HuU  Anp[ling  Society ;  the 
president,  Mr.  George  Dixon,  occupied  the  chair,  and 
during  the  evening  Mr.  Fred  Phillipson  was  presented  with 
the  society's  gold  medal  for  most  points  during  the  past 
season  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Woodhall,  of  the  Navigation  Angling 
Society,  was  also  presented  with  that  society's  gold  medal 
for  the  past  season,  but  the  most  interesting  part  of  the 
programme  was  the  presenting  of  the  annual  prizes  given 
by  the  proprietors  of  Hull  News  for  specimen  fish  caught  in 
the  river  Hull  during  the  season  of  1898.  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow, 
of  the  North  Myton  A.S.,  was  the  recipient  of  a  valuable 
marble  timepiece  for  most  points  ;  and  Mr.  Mark  Darby, 
of  the  same  society,  also  a  timepiece  for  the  best  sample 
of  specimen  fish,  amongst  which  were  dace  up  to  lOJoz.  ; 
bream,  21b.  21oz. ;  chub,  2lb.  8Joz.  ;  roach,  lib.  lOJoz.  ; 
and  perch,  12ioz.  Several  other  presentations  were  made, 
and  the  secretary's  balance-sheet  showed  a  balance  of  over 
£11  in  hand  to  commence  the  season  with.  The  proceed- 
ings were  much  enlivened  at  intervals  with  some  first-class 
vocal  and  instrumental  music. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trout  fishing  has  commenced  on  two  or  three  rivers  in 
this  district,  which  are  presumably  earlier  than  others  in 
the  same  localities,  and  the  opening  of  the  season  may 
thus  far  be  pronounced  satisfactory.  There  was  a  fair 
turn  out  of  rods  on  the  first  day,  and  subsequently  on  the 
PettereU,  Caldew,  Bela,  &c.  On  the  loth  inst.,  on  the 
first-named  stream,  trout  were  seen  in  large  numbers,  but 
they  obstinately  refused  to  look  at  a  fly  until  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Then  they  began  to  feed,  and 
for  about  two  hours  sport  was  very  good.  Mr.  Steele  in  that 
time  secured  61b.  of  trout,  and  five  other  rods  had  ten, 
twelve,  fourteen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen  fish  respectively, 
all  with  fly.  Worm  has  been  the  favourite  lure  on 
the  upper  portion  of  the  Bela,  and  has  proved  fairly 
effective.  Amongst  local  anglers,  Messrs.  G.  Bland, 
Thompson,  Jackson,  and  others  have  had  from  half  a  dozen 
trout  upwards.  The  Kendal  Angling  Association  on 
Wednesday  placed  a  further  consignment  of  1000  yearling 
trout  at  various  pirts  of  the  river  Kent,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Kendai.  The  fish  were  obtained  from  the 
Wyresdale  Hatchery,  and  all  were  found  to  be  aHve  and  in 
good  condition  upon  arrival.  The  Kent  Angling  Associa- 
tion will  hold  their  annual  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
Kendal,  and  a  quarterly  meeting  of  conservators  is  fixed  for 
the  following  Thursday. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  been  noted  for  a  very 
important  meeting  on  the  2"th  at  their  new  headquarters, 
the  Alexandra  Hotel,  and  the  secretary  urgently  desires  a 
good  muster.  Five  of  their  members  fishing  a  Cheshire 
mere  last  week-end  met  with  fair  sport,  Mr.  J.  Lund 
secured  two  nice  pike,  61b.  each,  and  Messrs.  W. 
Taylor,  John  Fisher,  D.  Lattimer,  and  W.  A.  Leigh  each 
obtained  fair  baskets.  The  County  Palatine  Angling 
Association  have  added  two  more  clubs  to  their  strength, 
viz.,  the  Gorton  Angling  Society  and  the  Brothers'  Well 
Met  Angling  Society,  Heaton  Norris.  Evidently  this 
association  is  gaining  in  popularity,  for  each  week  recruits 
are  being  added  to  the  roU-call.  The  premier  association 
at  Warrington  is  also  progressing,  and  rapidly  consolidating 
the  fishermen  of  the  district.  Mr.  S.  Hall,  Manchester, 
has  kindly  consented  to  officiate  as  referee  in  the  Seventh 
Annual  Shield  Competition,  promoted  by  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery.  This  year  the  competition  will  be  on  slightly 
different  lines,  as  clubs  can  send.one  or  more  teams,  a  con- 
cession granted  in  response  to  urgent  pressure  made  by 
several  well  wishers  of  the  fishery.  This  concession  will 
enable  more  season  ticket  holders  to  participate,  and  obviate 
the  heartburnings  of  previous  seasons.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  for  organising  plenty  of  fishing  matches  at 
Leigh  and  Astley.  At  both  places  events  are  arranged — 
two  at  eich.  At  the  former  place  Mr.  Dawson  is  the 
moving  spirit,  and  at  the  latter  Messrs.  Unsworth.  There 
will  be  in  each  case  a  match  and  a  sweepstakes.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  St.  Helen's  Association  was  held  recently, 
and  the  report  says  it  is  a  record  in  every  way.  The 
viands  were  excellent,  the  harmony  far  above  the  average, 
the  report  very  acceptable,  and  the  balance-sheet  satis- 
factory ;  in  fact,  the  best  they  have  had  so  far.  These 
results  are  only  what  was  to  be  expected  from  such  a  body 
of  men  and  such  an  enthusiastic  and  capable  executive. 
Success  always  follows  the  efforts  of  such  officials. 
FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  very  important  and  interesting  discussion  took  place 
at  the  Grand  Hotel  on  the  2l8t,  when  the  members  of  the 
Manchester  Anglers'  Association  considered  an  article  by 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  entitled  "  Do  Salmon 
Feed  in  Fresh  Water  ?  "  This  is  not  the  first  time  that 
important  questions  have  been  diecnssedin  this  club-room, 
and  it  seems  a  pity  thit  such  a  great  educational  function 
cannot  be  enjoyed  by  the  rank  and  file ;  it  would  do  a  lot 
of  good.  The  South- West  Manchester  Angling  Society 
bad  a  good  meeting  on  the  2l8t,  every  member  being 
present,  so  they  were  enabled  to  negotiate  a  lot  of  busi- 
ness. They  arranged  a  match  for  March  12,  for  which 
there  are  a  lot  of  valuable  prizes,  and  decided  to  fish  the 
match  at  Irlam ;  Mr.  S.  Hall  will  officiate  as  referee. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Hall  was  appointed  to  represent  the  club  at  all 
general  and  other  important  meetings.  The  second 
annual  dinner  of  the  Horseshoe  A.S.  will  be  held  on 
March  4  in  their  new  palatial  headquarters  at  Pendleton. 
Mr.  Leigh,  Buckland  Anglers,  Ardwick,  fishing  the  canal 
at  Poynton  last  week-end,  caught  a  nice  lot  of  fish,  includ- 
ing seven  perch,  one  of  which  was  lib.  oioz.,  and  a  bream 
of  lloz.  A  great  deal  of  expectation,  not  to  say  cariosity, 
is  in  evidence  at  Longsight  re  the  lecture  to  be  given  on  a 
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AKTOLEFLS'  HOTELS,  FISHinXTG}- 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

OI.EN'I.YON,  PEBTHSHIBE. 

8J  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  loch  Tay. 

This  new  First-class  HoW  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Glenlyon.  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  flshins  on  the  River 
Lj-onopens  Jan.  15.  Trout  flshin^/rec.  Posting 
Post  and  Telegraph  OiBce  two  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  MacPHAIL,  Proprietor 


SALMON  FISHING 

O] 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISET,  Killin  Hotel. 


FOYERS  HOTEL.  LOCH  NESS 

Re-decorated  and  most  Com/orlabJv  Re-furnished 
throughout.    Electric  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
overlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate.  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor 


Good  Spring  Salmon  FlsWng 

BOATS  TO  LET  ON  LOCH  TAY. 

Visitors  Fisliin§r  on   River  lyon  Free 
Apply  W.  Knight,  Hotel,  Kenmore 
Perthshire. 


SALMON  ANGLmO. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL,— Superb  and  extensive  addl 
tions  since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
SALMO  FEROX  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Fishing  Grounds.  Magnificent  views  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMALLTHOTEL,  GLENORCHY.  under  the  same 
management.  — Guests  have  nine  mlle«  FREE 
..     SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHT.    Parties  wiring  to  ascer- 
tain ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  FRASBR,  Proprietor. 


CROOM,  Co,  LIMERICK, 

The  Magne,  Oomogue,  Morning  Star  and  Luby, 
Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TWENTY  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  fish— Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM  HOTEL, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and  best  laid  out  in 
he  country,  with  sanitary  arrangements  perfect,  ie 
built  on  theMague.  and  stands  central  to  all  the  others 
viz..  Comogue  (half  mile).  Morning  Star  (four  miles) 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile),  Lougli 
Our  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the  hotel  at 
special  low  rates.  Boats  FREE.  Tariff  very  moderate. 

T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor 


ROSSES  WHITE  AND  BROWN  TROUT 
FISHERY. 

CroUy  and  Loughanure  Salmon  Fishery, 

HAVING  obtained  a  lease  of  above  excellent 
SALMON  FISHERY,  and  the  sole  rights 
of  Ashing,  anglers  can  now  flsh  the  CroUy  and 
Loughanure.  Splendid  salmon  and  sea  trout 
Ashing  can  be  had  on  the  CroUy  and  Owenatorr 
rivers  as  well  as  on  Loughanure  lake,  three  miles 
in  length,  and  three  miles  from  Dungloe.  There 
are  over  lOOlake.sinthe  Rosses  Fishery  alone,  with 
about  twenty  boats  and  Arst  class  gillies.  Sea 
trout  run  to  61b.  and  brown  trout  to  41b.  Large 
numbers  of  Loch  Leven  and  Rainbow  trout  turned 
out  of  hatchery  every  season.  Dungloe,  in  the 
Highlands  of  Donegal,  is  centre  of  Aahery,  ten 
miles  from  Fintown  railway  station  (Donegal 
Ballway  Company).  Best  Ashing  lakes  within 
easy  reach  of  the  three  hotels  in  Dungloe,  where 
eicollent  acoommodatio  n  can  be  had.  Travellers 
can  leave  London  at  8  30  p.m.  and  reach  Dungloe 
at  three  o'clock  next  day.  Mail  and  day  car  to 
and  from  Fintown  station.  Good  sea  Ashing, 
rock  pigeon  and  seal  shooting.  Telegraph  ollice, 
bank,  post  otHce,  &c.  Fishing  terms:  Rosses 
Fishery,  April  1  to  .Tune  30,  28.  6d.  daily;  12s  Cd 
weekly;  gos.  monthly.  July  1  to  Get,  31,  ."is.  6d. 
daily ;  ICs.  weekly;  408.  monthly.  Crolly  and 
Loughanure,  March  1  to  Oct.  31,  6s.  daily;  208 
weekly  ;  .Ms.  monthly;  and  Os.  per  day  man  and 
boat,  which  holds  two  anglers.  All  information 
can  bo  had  from 

8.  HAVIiOV.  C.P.B., 
Manager  and  Salmon  Licence  DiNtributor. 

HANLON'S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

8.  HANLON, 

Manager  of  Bosses  Fishery. 


ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGART  (Co,  DONEGAL), 

THIS  Hotel,  built  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim,  is  situated  on  the  Rossgull  Peninsula 
midway  between  Shnephaven  and  Mulroy  Bay.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  And  sunerior 
accommodation  at  the  above  Hotel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing  and 
public  rooms.  Salmon  Ashing  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagh  Rivers  is 
free  to  Hotel  visitors  from  Feb.  IS  to  end  of  July.  Silmon  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel  Free 
access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate  for  white  and  brown  trout  Ashing  No 
charge  for  bo^t8.  Excellent  sea  bathing.  Golf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circuit  of  3*  miles,  encircle 
the  Hotel.    For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager. 


FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

Commencing  :  Salmon,  February ;  Trout,  March. 
QENTLEMEN  staying  at  the  PORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL, 
SOU  TH  WAl-E->,  have  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Teifi  for  Salmon 
and  Trout  ( /-a  r7«)  fishing,  strictly  reserved.  Also  about  ten  miles  of  other  trout 
fishing  can  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood.  Splendid  scenery.  Fourteen  miles  from  the 
sea.    Vide.  "Across  England  in  a  Dogcart,"  pp.  280.      A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY, 

Splendid  trout  fishing  in  the  lake  and  rivers;  fish  average 
fib.,  and  give  grand  sport.  Easy  of  access.  Every  comfort 
and  luxury  provided  in  the  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady 
boatmen.  Splendid  cycle  track  (twelve  miles).  Bracing 
climate,  and  magnificent  scenery.  Season  begins  on 
March  1.  First-class  Grouse  Moors  and  Rough  Shootings 
to  Let.    Railway  station,  Llanfyllin. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address :  "  LAKE  YYRNWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY." 


■  Among  the  best  and  oheaoest  Hotels  special  reference  should  be  mada  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dloken«. 

THE     BJRJJ^T^^l^  HOTEL, 

ILOSB  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTBIOT  BAILWA.T,  THE  LAW  OODBTS 
THEATBES,  8TBAND,  THE  BIVEB,  Ac. 


(HEAB  QUAR2EB8  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 

TIGTOKU  EIBAIKIEIT,  STRANB,  LOIDOI. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 
BED.    BRBAKFAST.    AND    ATTEKDANGB    FROM  6s 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  SUPPLY. 

The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Pish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayhng  Char  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch 
Eoach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &o.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOB   FISHERY,  CAISTOB,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

N.B.~8perAal  Lines  in  Rainbows,  Carp,  Fish  Food,  Ground-bait,  and  Perfection  Carr  iers 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES  FOR  THE  "  PISHING  GAZETTE  " 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THB 

PUBLISHING    OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.G. 

Price  25.  6d.        Post  Pre*  as.^gd. 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

E:iIiIjAZiOI].  IBBIiAND. 
^OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

Grilse,  and  Trout  Fishing  in  free  and  preserrea 
atera,  river,  and  lalte,  at  this  etatlou :  also  as  to' 
ooommodatlon  and  Ijoard  in  private  cottage  close  to 
Iver.  Brpenses,  shortest  route  from  England  anff 
Gotland,  on  applloatlon  to  8.  J.  HCRLET,  Klllaloe! 
:o.  Glare,  IreUnd.  N.B.— The  Green  Dralie  season  on 
alie  oommenoes  about  last  week  In  May,  when  the  bl« 
""mt  are  about  in  thousands.  ^ 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX 

local  Headquarters  of  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  acoommo- 
dation  at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen  visiting 
Leigh  for  Kishing  or  Commercial  purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD 

(Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Proprietor. 
Boats  and  men  engaged  on  receiptor  wire  or  letter. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL. 

Nea/r  Kingshridge,  8.  Devon. 
Q.OLP,  GAME  and  RABBIT  SHOOT- 
^  ING,  SEA  FISHING.  Fishing  for 
Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and  Rudd.  Billiards 
and  Tennis.  Dark  Room  for  Photography. 
Five  Coaches  leave  the  Hotel  daily. 
  W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

TWENTY  MILES  of  FEEE  FISHING  on  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
to  hotel  guests  only.  Rivers  recently  re-stooked. 
Moderate  inclusive  tariff. 

E.  POBTMAN  MARSHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


GOOD  FREE 

PIKE  and  GENERAL  FISHING 

EVEEY  ACCOMMODATION.    HOME  COM- 
FOErs.   Baits  and  all  requirements.  Punts  free 
to  visitors.  Moderate  charg«s.  Wire  or  write : 
-A..  SO^RID, 

FERRYBOAT  INN, 

HOLYWELL  FEEEY,  HUNTS. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

^VER  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  "Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  cf 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


MAELOQ  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.  N.  W.  Main  Line). 

BRIGHT  bracing  climate;  no  east  wind. 
Trout  fishing;  rivers  and  lakes  open  Feb.  1. 
Snipe,  Duck,  Wildfowl,  and  Eabbit  Shooting 
till  March  1st,  excellent  sport  in  dry  and  frosty 
weather  Capital  Golf  Links  surround  hotel, 
and  adjoin  sea  coast.  Furnished  apartments  in 
Private  House  for  a  large  family.  Moderate 
inclusive  terms.    Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTB  tLL. 


THE  CARNARVON  ARMS 

TROUT  FISHING. 

J^IVE  MILES  in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle ; 

free  to  visitors  staying ;  opens  on 
Feb.  14.  Five  hours  from  London. — Car- 
narvon Arms  Hotel,  Dulverton  Station 
(G.W.R.). 


mm  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

Llandrindod  Wells. 

FnLLY  Licensed. 
(Ninety  minutes  from  SHREWSBURY.) 

ICELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  FREE 

FOR  HOTEL  VISITORS. 
Electric  Light  by  own  installation. 
MoDERATK  Tariff. 


30  Miles  Preserved  TROUT  FISHING 

Free  to  the  guests  of  the  HOTEL  DBS 
ARDENNES,  Diekirch  (Luxembourg), 
Opening  day  April  1. 

For  all  particulars  about  hotel  and  fish- 
ing write  for  the  illustrated  prospectus, 
sent  post  free.  Inclusive  pension  terms 
48.  2d.  a  day.       Proprietor,  A,  HECK, 
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visit  to  Ireland  and  the  capture  of  large  sea  trout  of  81b. 
to  101b.  Many  would  like  to  know  such  a  piscatorial 
El  Dorado,  and  make  immediate  arrangements  for  a 
lengthy  visit  to  catch  some.  The  Weloomb  Angling 
Society,  Hnlme,  at  their  last  meeting  elected  three  new 
members,  and  decided  on  fishing  a  match  to  wind-up  the 
season  now  almost  at  an  end.  The  Sun  at  th-ir  last 
meeting  got  through  a  lot  of  business,  although  the 
attendance  was  poor ;  they  resolved  on  one  or  two  steps 
which  are  bound  to  do  the  Society  good.  Money  is  to  be 
speBt  on  private  waters,  &c.,  and  as  the  entrance  fee  has 
been  reduced  no  difficulty  is  expected  in  completing  the 
complement  of  members. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  has  been  more  doing  amongst  our  anglers,  who 
have  benefited  by  an  agreeable  change  in  the  weather. 
Koach  have  shown  improved  sport  to  tbe  cockspur  worm  at 
Holme  Pierrepont,  Radcliffe  Bend,  Colwick  Park,  Clifton, 
ana  Wilford,  Beetton  Bend,  Barton,  and  Trent  Lock. 
Most  of  the  fish  taken  were  got  by  tight-floating,  and  some 
of  those  brought  in  from  Clifton  weighed  above  lib.  5oz. 
each.  One  of  IJlb.  was  captured  in  the  Colwick  Park 
stretch.  Eoach  are  now  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  there 
ia  no  mistaking  their  gameness  when  hooked  on  ligbt  tackle. 
Derby  anglers  have  been  amongst  the  pike  at  Weston  Cliff 
(Black-pool),  _  and  a  big  catch  was  reported  from  the 
Thrumpton  district  on  Monday.  Few  rods  appear  to  have 
patroLised  the  Shardlow  waters,  which  last  year  yielded 
splendidly  as  regards  big  roach,  and  not  much  has  been 
passing  in  the  reach  adjoining.  Members  of  the  Shoulder 
of  Mutton  Association  have  been  trying  to  pick  up  a  trout 
or  two  in  the  circling  pool  formed  by  the  outflow  of  the 
Greet  into  the  Trent  at  Fiskeiton,  and  a  few  fish  have 
been  creeled  with  the  worm  in  the  Dover  Beck,  below 
Lowdham.  It  is  believed  that  salmon  (fresh  run  fish) 
have  already  reached  Sawley  weirs.  Chub  have  been 
creeled  at  Wilford  with  bread  paste,  and  in  a  day  or  two 
the  river  will  be  right  for  the  use  of  pith  and  brains  and 
greaves. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

With  the  continuance  of  the  fine  weather,  which  has 
fortunately  lasted  all  the  past  week,  anglers  have  had  a 
much  better  time  of  it,  and  as  there  has  been  no  rain  for 
several  days,  the  rivers  have  had  a  chance  of  getting  rid  of 
some  of  the  flood  water,  and  they  are  now  running  almost 
at  their  normal  level.  The  improvement  in  the  weather 
has  been  warmly  welcomed  by  the  patrons  of  the  Wye  and 
the  Derwent,  as  very  little  fishing  has  been  carried  on  in 
these  two  streams  of  1 1' e  The  upper  portions  i  f  the  latter 
stream  have  yielded  several  nice  grayling  and  dace,  whilst 
the  mtmiers  of  the  Darley  Dale  Club  have  met  with  some 
satisfactory  sport.  Anglers  have  been  out  almost  daily  in 
the  Matlock  district,  with  varying  success,  but  the  sport  is 
improving.  Several  nice  Loch  Leven  trout  have  been 
taken.  Bottom  anglers  have  fared  very  well  at  Amber- 
gate,  Whatstandwell,  and  Holmesford,  where  roach  and 
perch  have  fallen  victims  to  the  luring  effects  of  worms, 
whilst  a  few  heavy  trout  have  also  helped  to  swell  the 
total  weight.  Trout  are  reported  to  be  rapidly  getting 
into  condition,  and  soon  rodsters  will  begin  to  devote  more 
attention  to  them.  Visitors  to  the  Chats  worth  Club  waters 
will  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Harry  Hariison, 
of  the  Cnatsworth  Hotel,  Edensor.  Recent  sport  in  the 
Trent  has  showed  a  decided  advance  on  what  was  obtained 
a  few  weeks  ago,  and  the  river  is  now  running  in  much 
better  trim.  Roach  have  provided  plenty  of  sport,  anglers 
having  dane  very  well  with  cockspur  worm  as  bait.  Pike 
fishing  can  now  hi  looked  upon  as  being  at  an  end,  and, 
taking  everything  into  consideration,  the  season  has  not 
been  a  bad  one.  The  floods  appear  to  have  wrought  a 
marvellous  change  in  the  waters  in  the  Lincoln  disliict, 
and  in  the  middle  Witham,  between  Lincoln  and  Bardney, 
some  capital  fishing  has  been  obtained  by  rodsters 
hailing  trum  the  cn-thedral  city,  their  numbers  having  been 
reinforced  from  Scurffisld  and  Leeds.  Worms  have  been 
chiefly  relied  npun  as  bait,  and  with  gratifying  results, 
some  very  heavy  baskets  having  been  secured.  Pike 
anglers  have  also  done  remarkably  well  near  Cha,pel  Hill, 
where  a  large  number  of  very  heavy  tish  have  been  landed, 
whilst  a  not  inconsiderable  number  of  perch,  many  of  them 
weighing  over  21b.  each,  have  also  been  taken.  The  con- 
dition of  the  Bain  has  lately  been  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  special  attention  has  been  paid  to  it.  Maggots  and 
worms  were  found  to  be  very  attractive  to  roach, 
and  the  anglers  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  getting  well 
filled  baskets  of  roach  in  fine  condition,  in  addition  to  a 
jot  of  nice  chub.  Trout  anglers  wiil  regret  to  hear  that 
in  consequence  of  the  mnuing  oft  of  the  large  dam  near 
Beaiiohief  Station,  a  large  number  of  trout  have  been 
killed  in  it,  and  also  lower  down  the  Sheaf  towards 
Sheffield. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  a  nice  change  in  the  weather,  and  it  looks  as  if 
we  were  in  for  a  spell  of  dry  weather;  the  wind  is  in  the 
E.  to  N.E.  ,  which  makes  the  mornings  and  evenings  chilly, 
buttheg<!i  ial  sunshine  in  the  middle  pirt  of  the  day  has  been 
Boost  enj  )yable.  The  heavy  water  hdS  run  off  very  rapidly 
indeed,  and  the  rivers  are  again  in  good  condition  for 
angling.  A  good  few  fiuhermen  have  been  out  on  Severn, 
Teme,  and  Avon,  s  jme  fair  sized  pike  were  taken  and 
some  nice  rf>ach,  but  sport  has  been  anything  but  bri4k; 
but  with  thu  weather  we  are  having,  with  the  wind  iu 


To  Sportsmbn  — Eorberrys,  of  30,  Haymarket,  London,  will 
otfer  (till  the  2Hib  inut j,  at  half  price,  their  1898  model  and  stock 
BportlDfC  trarmeutA,  viz. :  gabardine  (onlined)  shooting  coats,  21s. ; 
long  ovsrc.jau,  21s  ;  long  leKgingn,  78.  6d. ;  gaiters,  -Os.  3cl. ; 
golfer  caps,  2g.  fid  ;  gafcardine  combination  shooting  coats, 
lUn.  3d.  and  3l8.  6d. ;  K  B.  breecbeg,  2l8. ;  knickerbockers,  Ifia  ; 
^g  overcoatd,  3U  Cd.;  kilt  coat«,  21s  ;  Highland  capes,  21b.; 
Barberry  capes,  31b.  M  ;  rain-proofed  twee<i  shooting  coats, 
f^-J^-  "<'.■.  Highland  capes,  2'is.  .Od. ;  weatheralls, 

"l*.  M.   Sent  on  tpproval  on  receipt  of  cheque  covering. 


another  quarter,  the  fish  will  feed  better  no  doubt.  The 
salmon  nets,  which  were  through  the  flooded  state  of  the 
river  lying  idle,  have  been  at  work  again,  but  so  far  the 
take  of  fish  has  been  very  poor  indeed,  not  suflioient 
to  pay  the  men  for  their  labour.  What  fish  there 
were  have,  no  doubt,  gone  up  the  river  some  con- 
siderable distance,  and  I  trust  will  give  joy  and  glad- 
ness to  anglers  and  netmen  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
Severn,  who  should  have  the  pleasure  of  catching  many  of 
them  ;  certain  it  is,  if  salmon  fishing  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Severn  is  not  good  this  year  it  never  will  be  again. 
There  has  been  no  netting  in  the  estuary,  a  long  couiiuu- 
anoa  of  high  wat^er,  and  nothing  to  obstruct  the  passage  of 
the  fish  up  the  river.  Several  meetings  have  been  held  at 
many  of  the  clubhouses  in  the  city,  but  with  one 
exception  they  have  been  of  an  ordinary  business  character. 
A  new  club  has  been  formed  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  Bath 
Road,  Worcester,  and  at  an  enthusiastic  meeting  on  Thurs- 
day last,  it  was  determined  to  call  it  the  "  Westward  Ho  !  " 
Mr.  Mauric«  Shipway  was  unanimously  elected  chairman, 
Mr.  Q.  Gibbons  ;  hon.  secretarv,  and  Mr.  Hornidge 
treasurer ;  the  first  general  meeting  has  been  fixed  for 
6ih  March,  and  continued  the  first  Monday  in  every 
month  afterwards.  This  looks  like  making  a  strong  club  ; 
they  have  already  a  large  number  of  members  with  a 
goodly  array  of  hon.  members,  which  will  be  a  backbone 
io  the  club.  I  stated  in  last  week's  issue  that  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club 
would  take  place  on  Monday  next,  which  was  an  error,  it 
is  down  for  March  6th. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  prospects  have  greatly  improved  with  the 
change  of  weather,  the  flood  waters  in  the  rivers  having 
subsided  considerably,  and  the  streams  resumed  to  a  large 
extent  their  natural  colour.  There  have  been  several 
days  of  almost  perfect  spring  weather,  and  fishing,  if  not 
in  a  very  large  measure  successful,  has  on  this  account 
been  most  enjoyable.  Spinning  for  pike  of  late  has 
jielded  the  best  results.  In  a  few  instances  large  catches 
have  been  made,  as  many  as  thirty  fish,  one  of  which 
weighed  141b. ,  having  been  taken  by  two  rods  in  private 
waters.  If  only  the  weather  continues  favourable  for  a 
little  while  trout  fishing  will  open  under  cheering  auspices. 
The  fish  are  numerous,  and,  after  the  floods,  are  strong 
enough  to  boot,  so  that  excellent  sport  may  be  anticipated. 
Angling  visitors  to  Harrogate  may  expect  to  find  first- 
class  trout  fishing  on  the  Nidd  and  the  Orimple.  The 
Harrogate  and  the  Knaretborough  Clubs  have  done  much  to 
improve  the  Nidd  waters,  and  both  societies  are  flourishing. 
Altoeether  the  Knaresborough  Club  has  placed  nearly 
500.000  yearling  trout  and  fry  in  the  Nidd;  and  also  bought 
1000  yearling  rainbow  trout,  and  pr.iposes  to  lay  down 
3000  rainbow  ova  in  the  hatching  boxes.  Mr.  vy.  H.  Ash- 
ford,  fishery  ofiicer,  reports  to  the  North-Bastern  Sea 
Fisheries  Committee  that  during  the  quarter  ended  Dec.  31 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  district  there  was  a  consider- 
able increase  in  the  quantities  of  fish  landed,  and  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  value  thereof.  The  Board  of 
Trade  returns  show  that  the  quantity  landed  during 
September,  October,  and  November  reached  the  enormous 
total  of  1,173  293cwt.,  of  the  aggregate  value  of  £729,161, 
against  l,000,066cwt.,  of  the  value  of  £674,403,  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  1897.  The  members  of  the 
Fulford  (York)  F.A.S.  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
Bay  Horse  Inn  a  few  nights  ago,  when  Capt.  Key,  J. P., 
president,  occupied  the  chair.  _  Various  complimentary 
toasts  were  honoured.  The  York  North-Eaatern  A.S. 
have  held  their  yearly  meeting  in  the  city,  when  the 
fecretaiy  presented  a  satisfactory  report.  Mr.  O.  S. 
Wake  was  re-elected  chairman,  and  spi  ka  approvingly  of 
the  recent  action  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  in  pre- 
senting 500  trout  to  the  York  Amalgamation  and  other 
coarse  fishing  societies. 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Coi-respondents.^ 


THAMES  RIVER  AND  LOCK  KEEPERS' 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 

Dear  Sie, — May  I  ask  for  the  usual  half-crown  or  so 
towards  the  cost  of  the  annual  dinner  to  the  river  and 
lock  keepers  and  others  who  have  assisted  in  the  preserva- 
tion and  protection  of  the  fishery  during  the  past  year. 

The  dinner  (which  it  is  again  intended  to  hold  in 
Loudon),  at  the  Criterion,  Thursday,  Maich  23,  is  of  great 
service  in  bringing  many  working  friends  of  the  society 
together,  and  affords  an  excellent  opportunity  for  clubs, 
anglers,  and  others,  who  are  not  regular  subscribers  to  its 
funds,  of  showing  an  appreciation  of  the  good  work  done 
by  80  many  volunteer  helpers.  An  increased  number  have 
now  to  be  entertained,  and  as  the  society's  monejs  cannot 
be  used  for  the  purpose,  but  are  exclusively  devoted  to  the 
oiijiicts  for  which  they  are  subscribed,  I  fee!  sure  you  will 
cheerfully  aid  us  with  a  donation  on  this  B(  cial  and  special 
occasion.  By  kindly  returning  the  enc'oaed  form  to  me 
with  a  remittance  at  your  earliebt  convenience  you  will 
greatly  oblige. — Yours  taitiifnlly, 

H.  W.  HlOGINS 

(Hon.  See.  and  Hon.  Treas.  T.A.P.S.). 
12,  Regent-street,  W. 

[We  hope  all  who  are  interested  in  Thames  fishing  will 
respond  to  Mr.  Higgins's  appeal.  We  shall  have  much 
pleasure  in  giving  each  of  the  keepers  a  briar  pipe  as  in 
former  years. — Ed.]  _____ 

LAKELAND  NOTES. 
DxAR  Sir.— In  your  article,  headed  "A  Few  Lakeland 
Notes,"  in  tne  Fishing  Gazette,  lltb  inst.,  I  notice  that 


the  water  between  Lakeside  and  Newby  Bridge  is 
described  as  the  river  Leven ;  whereas  Newby  Bridge  is 
the  actual  foot  of  Windermere  Lake  and  on  the  same 
level.  Wordsworth  describes  it  as  the  river  lake,  as  it 
narrows  considerably.  The  river  begins  below  the  bridge 
at  the  weir  It  is  necessary  to  mention  this,  otherwise 
the  information  is  miileading  to  anglers  who  wish  to  fish 
Windermere  Lake,  the  entire  lake  being  free  as  far  as 
Newby  Bridge — a  28  6d.  licence  only  being  required, 
obtainable  at  the  post-offiee  across  the  bridge,  opposite 
tbe  hotel. 

Your  correspondent  states  he  only  saw  visitors  trolling 
with  artificial  minnows.  That  may  be  so.  And  I  have 
known  some  grand  fish,  up  to  61b.  4f>z  ,  taken  that  way. 
Still,  a  lot  of  fly  fishing  is  done.  One  instance  that  I 
remember  was  1.31b.  weight  of  trout  taken,  varyirjg  from 
51b.  to  l^lb.,  during  two  hours  in  the  morning,  and  the 
same  in  the  afternoon,  and  all  with  the  fly. 

A  good  spring  fishing  is  anticipated  after  the  extremely 
mild  and  open  winter.  The  fish  are  reported  as  being  in 
forward  condition,  and  even  now  are  constantly  rising. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  T.  R. 

Swan  Hotel,  Newby  Bridge,  Ulverston. 


LANDSCAPE  AND  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  F.  W.,"  Kelvedon  cannot 
be  correctly  described  as  an  old  thatched  village,  although 
there  are  some  old  thatched  cottages  in  the  place,  nor  is 
there  any  trout  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood ;  there  is, 
however,  excellent  pike,  roach,  and  perch  fishing  in  the 
Blackwater  here.  The  landscape  scenery  is  also  good,  and 
for  health  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  beaten.  There  is  no 
difiiculty  in  obtaining  comfortable  lodgings  here.  Kelve- 
don is  forty-two  miles  from  London. — Yours  very  truly, 
  M.  Bedford. 


BIG  FISHING  MATCH. 
Dear  Sir, — We  are  having  a  big  fishing  match  here  on 
March  24th  and  25th,  when  about  £100  worth  of  live  fish  is 
to  be  given  in  prizes.    The  match  is  confined  to  clubs  in 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire. — Yours  truly, 

Andrew  Henry,  Secretary. 

The  Wyresdale  Fishery, 
Scorton,  Garstang,  Lanes. 


FISHING  BEYOND  MID-STREAM. 

Gentlemen, — I  write  to  you  asking  if  you  can  give  any 
information  as  regards  the  following  : 

Tbe  Car.idle  Angling  Association  have  a  certain  stretch 
of  water  rented  on  one  side  of  the  river  only.  Can  we  or 
any  member  cast  over  to  the  far  side  of  the  water  on  that 
stretch,  or  only  half-way  or  mid-stream,  or  is  there  such  a 
point  as  mid-stream  ?  Your  kind  information  on  this 
point  will  extremely  oblige. — Yours  very  truly,  X. 

[If  you  have  only  one  side,  and  the  opposite  owner 
objects,  you  must  not  fish  beyond  the  middle  cf  the 
stream.  The  law  looks  at  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  jou 
must  stick  to  your  half  of  the  bed.  This  point  has  been 
settled  in  the  courts. — Ed.] 


THE  STONE  FLY  AND  ITS  LARVA. 
Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  please  find  bottle  of  Stone  Fly 
larvse  I  found  in  the  Yore  to-day.  From  your  description 
it  is  evidently  that  of  Pictet's  Perla  cephalntes.  You  will 
notice  the  various  sizes  of  the  larvae,  the  smaller  ones  are 
those  jatt  hatched  out,  the  larger,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
are  insects  from  six  to  eight  weeks  old,  and  large  enough 
to  use  as  bait  with  a  smail  douJ)le  hook  usually  employed 
in  creeper  fishing.  The  larvae  of  the  Stone  Fly  is  greedily 
taken  by  trout,  grayling,  chub,  &c.,  from  its  first  small 
creeper  stage,  and  the  fish  continue  feeding  on  it  as  it 
increases  iu  sis;e,  and  then  rise  freely  at  it  when  it  has 
undergone  the  metamorphosis  as  fly.  Some  of  the  creepers 
are  very  forward  this  year,  doubtless  owing  to  the  open 
winter  and  the  wonderful  mild  weather  we  have 
experienced  lately.  Amongst  the  old  school  of  Yorkshire 
anglers  the  Stone  Fly  is  called  the  "  May  Flee."  Even 
Jackson,  who,  of  course,  waa  more  a  practical  than  a 
scientific  angler,  describes  it  on  page  22  of  his  excellent 
work,  "  The  Practical  Fly  Fisher,"  as  "  May  Fly."  His 
dressing  f»r  it  is  as  follows,  viz. :  Wings,  feather  from  the 
inside  of  a  grey  goose's  wing  ;  body,  two  strands  of  yellow 
and  one  of  drab  ostrich  herl,  neatly  ribbed,  tie  vrith 
brown  silk;  legs,  brown  hackle;  horns  and  tail,  rabbit's 
whiskers.  But  it  is  only  in  a  high  wind  and  coloured 
waters  that  any  imitation  of  so  large  a  fly  will  kill  well, 
besides,  there  is  no  need  to  fish  anything  else  but  the 
natural  fly,  as  during  the  ten  or  twelve  days  it  is 
on  there  is  no  great  diflioulty  in  obtaining  an  ample  supply. 
I  purpose  sending  you  a  month  to-day  another  bottle 
of  larvce,  and  others  on  April  21  and  May  21 ; 
also  some  flies,  bcth  male  and  female.  I  can  also  send 
you  a  few  alive,  you  will  then  be  able  to  judge  what  pro- 
gress they  make.  Pictet  says  :  "  That  the  larvae  of  the 
Stone  Fly  are  found  in  the  roughest  parts  of  swift 
streams."  This  may  be  the  case  in  rivers  of  which  his 
observatinns  have  been  made,  but  certainly  not  in  ours. 
We  find  them  in  shallow  waters,  amongst  tt  mes,  at  the 
bottom  of  a  "  dub  "  or  pool,  and  at  the  sides  of  streams. 
If  one  gets  in  the  rout,h  in  attempting  to  escape,  it  is 
quickly  washed  out  into  more  shallow  and  quieter  water. 
Some  of  the  lurva;  «mfrge  from  the  eggs,  in  mild  winters, 
in  January,  but  the  majority  are  not  hutched  until 
February  or  March  ;  it  therefore  takes  them  about 
twelve  or  thirteen  weeks  to  attain  their  fuil  growth. 
The  general  change  from  larvte  to  fly  takes  place  usually 
during  the  last  week  in  May.  Much,  however,  depends  on 
the  season,  and  I've  known  it  as  late  as  June  7  and  8. 
The  male  fly  predominate  in  numbers,  there  being  ten 
gentlemen  (locally  called  Jacks)  to  one  lady.  The  fish  feed 
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on  both,  but  prefer  the  female  fly,  and  feeing  much  the 
largeBt  it  makes  the  best  bait  and  floats  better  when 
impaled  on  the  hooks.  The  Stone  Fly  is  seldom  seen  on 
the  wing ;  if  dropped  from  off  a  bridge,  and  there  be  no 
wind,  it  falls  perpendicular  on  to  the  water,  very  rarely 
indeed  taking  flight,  and  then  only  for  a  yard  or  two. 
They  certainly  do  not  deposit  their  eggs  "  as  they  fly  over 
the  water  ;  "  the  eggs  are  dropped  from  off  stones  at  the 
water's  edge.  I  frequently  pick  up  the  female  fly  with  a 
bunch  of  eggs  attached  to  her. — Tours  truly, 

.T.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  RE-STOCKING  FUND. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  £2  2s.,  first  donation  from  the  West  Green 
Angling  Society  towards  the  above  fund. — Tours  truly, 
Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Treas.). 


FISHING  AT  EXMOOR. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  can  give 
me  some  idea  as  to  where  to  find  out  about  Exmoor  fish- 
ings. Is  it  possible  to  get  any  free  streams  on  the  moor, 
where  fair  fishing  can  be  had  at  Easter  ;  and,  if  so,  how 
can  I  find  out  about  them  ?  Do  you  know  if  there  are 
any  free  waters  at  Simonsbath  or  near  Dulverton  ? — Tours 
truly,  John  G.  A.  Nicholson. 

[In  reply  to  Mr.  Nicholson,  there  is  plenty  of  fishing  up 
on  the  moor  free,  or  can  be  fished  for  the  asking : — Simons- 
bath  :  Mr.  Fry,  The  William  Rufns.  Exford :  Mr.  S. 
Baker,  White  Horse  Hotel.  Winsford :  Mr.  D.Evans, 
Royal  Oak.  Wythypool :  Mr.  Count,  Royal  Oak.  Dulver- 
ton :  Mr.  W.  Woodbury,  Lamb  Hotel ;  Mr.  J.  Moyle, 
Red  Lion  Hotel ;  Mr.  Babb,  Higher  Marsh  Farm.  Any 
of  these  will  give  Mr.  Nicholson  any  information  he  may 
wish  for  re  lodgings,  &c. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 
Dear  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
kindly  tell  me  where  I  can  get  any  decent  trout  and  gray- 
ling fishing  in  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  Switzerland, 
especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thun  and  Interlaken, 
during  the  months  of  April  and  May  (excluding  the  Rhone 
Valley),  near  good  hotel  accommodation,  as  one  of  the 
party  is  an  invalid  ? — Tours  very  truly, 

  An  Old  Subscriber. 


PISHING  BAG  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Wrentail's  "  query  re  trout 
bag,  I  beg  to  suggest  an  "  Improved  Freke  Bag,"  with 
movable  rubber  lining,  which  Carters'  supply  at  about 
half-a-guinea. 

As  a  rule  the  lad  point  of  a  bag  is  the  diflicnlty  of  keep- 
ing it  free  from  slime  after  having  had  a  few  weeks'  wear. 

"The  movable  rubber  lining  overcomes  this  difficulty,  and 
is  in  many  other  ways  most  convenient. — Tours  truly, 
  A.  S. 


Dear  Sir, — If  "  Wrentail"  will  communicate  with  ns, 
we  think  we  can  send  him  a  bag  that  will  suit  him. — Tours 
truly,  D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Ashbourne,  England.   

Dear  Sir,— I  observe  "  Wrentail's  "  letter  to  you.  In 
my  own  humble  opinion,  all  fishing  bags,  especially  in  hot 
weather,  and  if  fairly  full  of  trout,  are  quite  a  mistake. 
The  fish  will  rub  together,  and  soon  get  a  very  unmistak- 
able look,  and  they  are  apt  to  get  limp  and  flabby  too, 
quite  unfit  for  the  taxidermist. 

What  is  wanted  is  a  pannier  or  creel  where  the  fish  are 
kept  in  the  dark,  and  where,  whilst  sufiicient  air  gets  in  to 
admit  ventilation  it  does  not  shrivel  up  the  trout  till  they 
resemble  dried  haddocks. 

I  confess  I  know  nothing  better  than  my  own  invention, 
and  which  I  hope  you,  sir,  can  speak  for.  It  is  a  lining  of 
black  glazed  India  rubber.  To  attach  it  to  the  inside  of 
the  creel  a  split  cane  is  first  inserted  within  the  inner  rim. 
The  lining  is  then  fitted  with  large  hooks  (curtain  hooks  I 
fancy  they  are),  and,  of  course,  the  glazed  side  of  the 
rubber  lining  is  kept  next  the  fish.  Further,  a  free  lid  of 
India  rubber  (two  thicknesses,  glazed  on  both  sides)  is  cut 
out  roughly  to  something  like  the  inside  measurement  of 
the  creel,  and  this  is  placed  over  every  fresh  layer  of  trout. 
Now  and  then  I  give  it  a  wash  in  the  cool  stream,  and 
replace  it  over  the  trout  to  keep  them  sweet  and  clean. 

I  can  have  no  possible  object  in  pufiing  it  up.  I  simply 
gay  I  know,  and  I  wish,  nothing  better,  and  it  has  stood 
with  me  the  test  of  years  and  of  hundredweights  of  trout, 
"  for  bye." 

It  costs  quite  as  much  as  the  basket  itself,  but  these  are 
its  advantages : 

1.  A  specimen  trout  does  not  shrivel  up — skin  and  tins — 
till  it  is  hideous. 

2.  The  trout  do  not  rub  together,  as  in  a  bag,  till  all 
their  glorious  markings  are  lost. 

They  keep  cool,  and  come  out  bonny  and  fresh. 

4.  The  slirae  from  the  ekin  of  the  trout  does  not  work 
i's  way  any  lorger  into  the  basket-work  and  decompose 
there,  and  so  one  can  take  one's  creel  into  a  railway 
carriage,  even  after  a  few  consecutive  weeks'  fishing,  in  hot 
weather,  and  not  have  all  the  inmates  looking  at  you  and 
wondering  if  you  were  one  of  the  great  unwashed  or  a 
savage  ! 

5.  Any  fool  of  a  servant  (and  there  are  many  Knocking 


Grant  s  Chkhht  Whjkky.— Thin  attractive  "  plck-mo-iip "  Is 
a  pleanant  combination  of  Kent  Cherry  Juice  and  very  soft  old 
.Scotch  Whinky.  This  and  Orant's  Morella  Cherry  Brandy  are 
Bold  by  Wine  Merchanto. 


about)  can  lift  the  hooks  off  the  split-cane  attachment, 
sponge  the  bag  clean,  and  fix  it  up  again  in  two  or  three 
minutes. 

6.  The  basket  lasts  twice  as  long,  as  it  never  needs  to 
be  washed  at  all,  and  never  gets  foul. 

Its  worst  fault  is  that  it  is  not  patented,  and  all  the 
world  are  free  to  use  it.  It  could  possess  no  greater 
fault.  Ask  fishing  tackle  makers  if  you  doubt  me. — 
Tours  truly,    E.  M.  Ton. 


THE  IRON  BLUE. 

Dear  Sir, — If  it  is  not  asking  too  much,  I  should  like 
you  to  answer  the  following,  or  rather  to  help  me. 

I  have  been  much  puzzled  in  trying  to  find,  get,  or 
make  a  really  killing  imitation  of  the  little  Iron  Blue  Dun 
(May)  and  little  Tellow  Dun  of  May. 

I  may  say  that  I  have  tried  all  best  known  tackle  shops, 
including  Foster's,  Ashbourne,  &c.,  &c.,  but  without 
success.  On  the  streams  where  I  have  fished  (Mid  and 
North  Wales)  I  find  that  the  natural  flies  (Iron  Blues) 
have  not  the  olive  colour  legs  or  body,  but  seem  to  be  a 
beautiful  deep  iron  blue  throughout,  with  perhaps  the 
exception  of  the  body,  which  has  a  slight  purple  tint. 

I  should  consider  it  a  great  favour  if  you  would  tell  me 
where  I  should  be  able  to  get  a  pattern,  also  descriptions 
of,  say,  one  or  two  dressings  for  same.  Or,  if  dressing  and 
pattern  could  be  had,  I  would  gladly  pay  for  same. 
Wishing  your  F.  G.  every  success. — Tours  truly, 

Iron  Blue. 

[If  our  correspondent  has  not  tried  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran's 
Iron  Blue,  we  advise  him  to  do  so.  The  body  is  a  steel 
blue,  with  a  little  purple  in  it.  We  have  found  it  kill  well 
in  Hampshire  when  the  Iron  Blue  was  on.  Mr.  W.'s 
address  is  10,  Infirmary-street,  Leeds. —  En.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SPAIN. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  it  be  trespassing  too  much  upon 
your  courtesy  to  ask  you  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
can  put  me  in  the  way  of  getting  information  about  trout 
fishing  in  the  west  or  north-west  of  Spain,  say,  in  May, 
either  by  referring  me  to  back  numbers  of  the  Fixhing 
Oazette,  some  book,  or  through  your  correspondence 
column  ?  I  am  desirous  of  getting  what  information  I 
can  in  regard  to  the  best  headquarters,  size  of  fish,  tackle, 
accommodation,  &c. — Tours  truly, 

Morgan  J,  M.  Williams. 


DEATH  IN  THE  OIL  LAMP. 

Dear  Sir, — The  grave  announcement  that  the  Home 
Ofiice  intends  to  introduce  a  Bill  in  the  present  Session 
which,  withnnt  raising  the  flash  point,  will  place  further 
restiictions  upon  the  oil  and  lamp  trades,  induces  me  to 
trouble  you  with  the  following  consideratiots. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  this  action  of  the 
Home  Office  officials  will  prevent  any  legislation  taking 
place  this  Session  in  the  direction  which  you,  in  common 
with  the  Press  of  the  whol*  of  this  country,  have  asked  for. 

The  Government,  having  a  Bill  of  their  own,  will  be 
bound  to  oppose  Mr.  Reckitts'  Bill  for  raising  the  flash 
point,  which  has  secured  a  very  early  date,  and  there  is 
very  little  doubt  that  they  will  be  compelled  to  withdraw 
tVeir  own  BiU  by  the  opposition  of  these  two  powerful 
trades. 

The  cardinal  fact  upon  which  we  should  all  insist  is 
that,  if  the  flash  point  be  raised,  it  will  be  found  that  no 
further  legislation  whatever  is  necessary,  and  trade 
interests  will  not  be  harassed. 

I  hope  you  will  see  your  way  to  take  this  matter  into 
consideration,  with  a  view  to  making  some  reference  to  it 
in  your  columns. — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully. 

The  Editor  of  the  "  Star." 

[We  hope  that  the  Government  will  do  something  to 
prevent  the  terrible  waste  of  life  caused  by  the  use  of  bad 
oil  in  bad  lamps,  now  so  common  throughout  the  country. 
The  Star  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  community  at  large 
for  the  great  efforts  it  has  made,  and  is  still  making,  in  this 
matter. — Ed.]   

WHT  DO  WE  PAT  FOR  TROUT  LICENCES  ? 

Dear  Sir,— Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  why  we 
pay  a  rod  licence  ? 

P(ir  my  own  part  I  have  taken  out  a  licence  for  thirteen 
years  or  more,  because  I  was  taught  to  do  so  when  a  boy, 
but  never  once  have  I  teen  asked  to  produce  it,  though  I 
may  say  I  have  fished  as  much  as  most  enthusiastic 
fishers  do,  both  north,  south,  east,  and  west  of  our  little 
island. 

The  following  case  came  under  my  notice  last  year. 
Some  very  fine  trout  collected  in  a  pool  near  the  mouth  of 
a  small  stream.  The  men  who  were  lucky  enough  to  take 
one  or  two  were  naval  officers  without  a  licence.  A  local 
police  officer  was  put  up  to  ask  these  gentlemen  for  their 
licence,  but  was  promptly  told  he  had  no  authority  to 
do  so  ! 

In  another  district  where  I  [frequently  fish,  the  boys 
go  out  and  take  as  many  as  100  to  200  small  trout  (about 
thirty  to  the  pound)  from  streams  which  they  have  pre- 
viously stirred  up  to  colour  the  water.  In  the  same 
district  night  lines  are  frequently  set  for  the  large  trout, 
many  of  which,  no  doubt,  are  caught.  In  other  parts  of 
England  I  not  only  know,  but  have  seen  cross-lines  and 
"  otters  "  used. 

Why  should  we  pay  for  a  licence  to  witness  the  whole- 
sale destruction  or  the  precious  trout  by  those  who  pay 
nothing,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  why,  having  paid  (pre- 
sumably to  have  trout  protected),  should  we  have  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  such  things  and  be  perfectly  power- 
less to  stop  them  ?  Why  have  not  the  police  authority, 
nay,  orders,  to  demand  a  rod  licence,  and  why  is  not  a  limit 
put  to  size  of  fish  to  be  taken  ? 


Is  it  not  time  the  matter  was  taken  up  to  prevent  the 
wholesale  destruction  of  our  favourite  fresh-water  fish  ?— 
Tours  faithfully,  Plt^ 

Hayle,  Cornwall.  ____ 

BREAD  CRUST  AS  BAIT  FOE  ROACH.  ■ 
Dear  Marston, — Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  writes  tbsj 
the  discoverer  of  bread  crust  for  roach  bait  deserves  a 
tomb  in  Westminster  Abbey.  Now  I  think  I  can  give  the 
straight  tip.  We  had  as  a  member  a  Mr.  Straight,  who 
fished  at  Richmond,  and  weighed  in  large  roach ;  one  of 
his  is  in  a  case  in  our  museum,  which  weighed  lib.  Uoz,, 
caught  on  Feb.  7,  1874.  I  was  with  him  at  the  time  he 
caught  all  his  big  roach  with  bread  crust,  my  gentles  only 
enticing  the  smaller  fish.  We  baited  with  bread  and  bran, 
and  as  the  scraps  of  bread  floated  down,  the  big 
fellows  were  at  the  end  of  the  swim  having  a  feast.  It 
was  the  first  time  I  saw  bread  crust  used,  or  even  heard  of 
it  being  tried,  and  think  Mr.  Straight  was  the  pioneer. 
Mcintosh,  the  waterproof  maker  at  Charing  Cross  then,  and 
our  late  friend  Mr.  Klaftenberger,  declared  that  a  monu- 
ment should  be  erected  to  his  memory  in  Trafalgar-square 
for  his  useful  invention. — Tours  truly,     T.  R.  Sachs. 


FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  OF  PATRIA. 
Sir, — The    following    note    is   taken  from  Colonel 
Maoeroni's  memoirs  (Vol-  L,  pp.  .366-7),  and  may  he 
interesting  : 

"  Should  any  of  your  readers  have  the  good  fortune  to 
sojourn  at  Naples,  I  particularly  advise  them,  if  they  are 
anglers,  to  visit  Patria,  and  take  up  their  abode  for  a  week 
or  two  in  Pagliara.  In  the  lake  of  Patria,  which  is  six 
miles  round,  they  will  find  plenty  of  '  spinoli,'  in  England 
called  bass,  in  natural  history  Perca  punctata.  These  fish 
are  very  like  trout  to  the  taste,  are  very  voracious,  and 
take  a  bait  like  a  large  trout  or  pike.  Many  of  thf  m  are 
ten  and  fJfteen  pounds  weight,  but  an  average  may  he 
struck  at  five.  The  angler  must  be  furnished  with 
spinning  tackle ;  the  artificial  baits  sold  at  the  tackle  shops 
will  catch  them  well,  provided  they  be  all  white  and 
silvery,  and  about  four  inches  long.  The  bass  will  also 
take  a  worm,  but  it  is  only  accidentally  that  he  will  be 
caught  in  that  way,  in  which  I  never  took  more  than  two. 

"  Proceeding  from  the  lake  up  the  river  Patria,  which  I 
have  already  described,  the  angler  fond  of  float  fishing 
will  find  a  satiety  of  sport  with  large  tench  and  roach.  In 
order  to  fish  this  water,  which  is  about  eight  miles  long 
and  fifty  yards  wide,  he  must  have  a  small  punt  of  thi 
country,  there  called  a  londra.  In  fact,  he  must,  at  first 
have  one  of  the  people  of  the  place  to  take  him  about  the 
intricacies  of  the  little  canals,  wilds  of  reeds,  and  foreste 
of  myitles.  The  river  has,  properly  speaking,  no  banks, 
there  being  twenty  feet  of  water  under  the  floating 
masses  of  reeds  that  form  the  apparent  margin  of  the 
water.  Here  and  there  are  solid  maseeson  which  a  man, 
or  several,  may  stand.  It  is  well  to  fix  upon  and  keep  to  a 
'  post,'  as  we  used  to  call  our  fishing  stands,  a  due  regard 
being  had  to  the  depth  of  water,  absence  of  weeds,  Ac. 
This  spot  being  ground-baited  with  boiled  grain,  (to. 
(probably  wheat  or  barley),  every  day,  thousands  of  fish 
will  congregate  around  it,  and  you  will  have  no  interrup- 
tion to  your  sport." 

I  might  observe  in  passing,  that,  in  spite  of  ground- 
baiting  so  constantly  with  "grain,"  he  nevertheless  says: 

"  The  best  baits  are  '  gentles  '  for  roach  ;  for  the  tench 
I  used  either  a  large  lob  worm  or  a  lamp  of  paste,  properly 
worked  up  with  cotton  wool,  of  the  size  of  a  large 
cherry." 

Personally,  I  do  not  like  to  use  paste  "  worked  up  with 
cotton  wool. "    He  continues  : 

"  Williams,  Gill,  and  myself,  being  each  furnished  with 
his  cinoe  or  '  Londra,'  used  to  take  our  stations  with  the 
canoe  beside  us.  I  fished  with  three  rods,  one  in  hand  for 
roach,  which  were  usually  caught  three  at  a  time  as  fast 
as  you  please  ;  a  long  rod  on  each  side  of  me  for  tench, 
of  which  we  have  each  caught  a  hundredweight  in  a 
day."    Maekit. 

FISHING  AT  ANGOULfiME.  FRANCE. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  your  readers  give  me  any 
information  as  to  whether  there   is  good  fishing  at 
Angouleme  (Charante),  France ;  and,  if  so,  whether  free  or 
otherwise  ?— Tours  truly,  "  Angoul." 


The  Architectural  Review  for  February  is  a  truly 
magnificent  number.  "  Disappearing  London  "  is  again 
a  feature,  the  photogravure  plate,  "  Davies-street,  West," 
being  one  of  the  finest  drawings  Mr.  Emanuel  has  yet 
done.  An  article  on  the  work  of  Chas.  Price-Boyce, 
R.W.S.,  is  fully  illustrated;  and  there  are  other  fine 
articles  on  "  The  Arts  of  Ancient  Egypt,"  "  Cyprus," 
and  other  subjects  specially  interesting  to  artists  and 
craftsmen,  and  full  of  information  for  the  general  reader. 

The  Spalding  Free  Press  reports  this  week  that  Mr. 
Brown,  of  Pode  Hole,  bailiff  of  the  Spalding  Angling 
Association,  on  Saturday  caught  a  monster  eel  in  the 
North  Drove  drain.  He  was  using  a  pilger.  and  brought 
up  an  eel  weighing  61b.  2oz.,  and  measuring  4ff.  4in.  This 
is  the  largest  specimen  ever  caught  in  the  district,  and  is 
believed  to  be  a  record  for  a  fresh-water  eel  caught  any- 
where in  the  country.  The  eel  was  sinnned,  and  the  skin 
haa  been  sent  away  to  be  preserved. 


Backing  the  Favourite  does  not  always  bring  pleasure  or 
profit  to  those  concerned  in  it.  Frequently  the  horse  no  one 
thinks  much  about  wins,  and  those  who  gain  anything  are  few 
and  far  between.  This  cannot  be  said  with  reference  to  Holloway'» 
Pills  and  Ointment,  for  they  never  disappoint  those  who  place 
faith  in  their  merits.  With  reference  to  the  Ointment,  medical 
men  are  so  convinced  of  its  merits  that  they  recommend  it  to 
patients  as  the  best  remedy  within  their  experience.  The  PIUb, 
also,  have  a  marvellous  effect  upon  the  lystem ;  and  it  can  be 
truly  said  that  whatever  the  cause  of  the  trouble  may  be  the 
combined  medicines  will  restore  the  patient  to  health. 
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VXGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  4th,  1899. 

-OME  RECENT  DISCOVERIES  CON- 
CERNING SEA  FISH. 


As  ia  familiar  to  most  of  our  readers,  the  great 
3ulk  of  oar  marine  food  fishes  do  not  deposit 
:heir  eggs  on  the  sea  bottom.  The  ova,  when 
jxtrnded,  instead  of  falling  gradually,  commence 
■x>  rise,  and  eventually  remain  suspended,  like 
Mahomet's  coffin,  not,  howe-ver,  in  air,  but  in 
wrater.  The  exact  level  at  which  these  eggs  float 
iiffers  with  the  species  of  fish  and  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  water. 

The  fish  whose  floating  eggs  have  been  studied 
ire  the  following :  The  grey  and  red  gurnards, 
:he  leaser  weaver,  the  mackerel,  the  skuipin,  the 
^od,  the  haddock,  the  pouting  or  bib,  the  whiting, 
-he  coalfish  or  saithe,  the  ling,  the  rocklings,  the 
^orsk  or  tusk  (the  last  eight  forms  all  members  of 
±e  cod  family;,  the  halibut,  the  long  rough  dab, 
:he  tnr>x)t,  the  brill,  the  sailfluke  or  carter,  the 
Norwegian  or  Eckstrom's  topknot,  the  plaice, 
;he  flounder,  the  dab,  the  smear  dab,  the 
ong  flounder,  the  sole,  and  the  solonette 
,all  memWs  of  the  flounder  family).  Of  the 
■jerrings,  the  herring  proper  deposits  its  eggs  on 
;he  bottom,  while  those  of  the  sprat,  anchovy,  and 


pilchard  float.  This  flotation  seems  in  all  these 
fish  to  be  due  to  the  lessened  specific  gravity  of 
the  eggs  themselves,  although  the  earlier  obsei-vers 
were  of  opinion  that  it  was  due  to  the  presence  of 
a  large  globule  or  two  of  oil  within  the  egg 
sphere.  This  has  been  disproved  by  the  fact  that 
many  free-floating  eggs  have  no  oil  globules, 
while  some  which  rest  upon  the  sea  bottom  are 
so  furnished.  Moreover,  there  is  one  important 
fish,  the  angler  (Lophius  piscatorius),  whose  eggs 
do  not  float  separately,  but  are  imbedded  in  a 
mass  of  mucus  which,  to  a  great  extent,  acta  as 
the  floating  agent.  It  is  not  to  remind  the  readers 
of  this  paper  of  well-known  facts  such  as  these 
that  this  article  is  written,  for  by  no  stretch  of 
the  imagination  can  the  discovery  of  the  pelagic 
or  free  ocean-floating  eggs  of  the  cod  be  described 
as  a  recent  discovery,  seeing  that  it  dates  as  far 
back  as  the  year  1864,  when  0.  Sars,  the  great 
Scandinavian  naturalist,  came  across  it  while 
making  an  investigation  into  the  Lofi'oden  Islands 
cod  fisheries.  It  is  only,  however,  since  the  matter 
has  passed  into  the  hands  of  practical  embryolo- 
gists  of  the  school  of  which  the  late  George 
Brook  was  such  a  brilliant  example,  that  the 
science  of  the  matter  has  been  carefully 
worked  out.  In  parenthesis  it  may  be  here 
said  that  upon  many  people  the  word  "  science  " 
has  a  most  repellent  effect ;  they  look  upon  all 
science  as  dry,  unintelligible,  and  useless  for 
practical  purposes.  The  word  has,  however,  no 
such  meaning;  "science"  is  only  "knowledge," 
and  we  all  know  that  "  knowledge  is  power  " ; 
further,  curiosity  is  natural  to  every  created  sane 
healthy  being,  and  the  acquirement  of  knowledge 
is  attained  by  the  practice  of  disciplined  curiosity. 
The  only  reason  then  apparent  why  scientific 
information  should  be  dry,  unintelligible,  or  use- 
less, is  that  the  reader  has  not  aufiicient  prelimi- 
nary training  to  grasp  the  technical  matter,  or 
else  the  writer  has  not  suflScient  mental 
perspective  to  enable  him  to  make  himself  under- 
standed  of  the  people,  All  purely  scientific 
works  and  treatises  are,  or  ought  to  be,  -svritten 
in  such  language  as  to  enable  them  to  be  under- 
stood by  the  specialists  of  all  other  countries ;  but 
at  the  same  time  it  is  the  duty  of  some  person  to 
endeavour  to  boil  down,  simplify,  and  com- 
municate to  the  public  generally  such  "science" 
as  may  aid  the  average  citizen  intellectually  and 
practically. 

We  in  Great  Britain  have  at  the  present 
moment  a  band  of  scientific  workers  investigating 
the  wonders  and  secrets  of  the  sea.  The  results 
of  their  labours  to  a  great  extent  lie  hid  in  the 
pages  of  the  Journal  of  the  Marine  Biological 
Association  and  in  sundry  Blue  Books,  whose 
awesome  official  colour  deters  even  the  boldest 
from  attempting  their  perusal. 

Yet  within  these  pages  are  recorded  the  results 
of  many  an  investigation  having  the  greatest 
practical  bearing  upon  the  future  welfare  of  our 
sea  and  fresh-water  fisheries. 

Thus,  for  instance,  although  it  has  been  known 
since  1880  that  the  eggs  of  most  of  our  food 
fishes  were  pelagic,  and  that  the  reason  why  they 
floated  was  that  their  specific  gravity  was  equal 
to  that  of  the  surrounding  sea  water,  still  the 
manner  in  which  they  became  so  much  lighter  than 
those  of  other  fishes  had  not  been  described.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  a  cod's  roe  is  a  pretty 
solid  substance,  and  not  at  all  likely  to  float. 

Numerous  theories  were  started  to  explain  how 
the  eggs  absorb  water  after  they  are  extruded, 
thus  accounting  for  the  change  in  size.  Dr. 
Wemyss  Fulton,  the  scientific  superintendent  of 
the  Scottish  Fishery  Board,  decided  to  investigate 
the  matter  for  himself,  and  the  results  of  hia 
investigations  were  published  in  the  last  annual 
report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland. 

Before  the  publication  of  this  report  the 
following  facts  were  known : 

1.  That  the  floating  eggs  of  our  food  fishes 
were  lighter  than  the  immature  eggs  of  the  same 
species,  and  were  much  more  transparent  in 
colour. 

2.  That  the  marine  food  fishes,  having  floating 
ova,  deposited  many  more  eggs  than  their  fresh- 
water brethren. 

3.  That  in  the  cod,  plaice,  &c.,  only  a  portion 
of  the  eggs  were  ripe  at  any  one  time,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  period  during  which  spawning  is 
carried  on  is  much  longer  than  in  the  fresh-water 
fishes. 

Dr.  Fulton  devoted  his  research  to  an  investiga- 


tion of  the  eggs  while  developing  in  the  ovaries  of 
the  fish,  while  Dr.  T.  H.  Milroy,  at  the  request  of 
the  Board,  investigated  the  chemistry  of  the 
subject. 

The  results  may  be  given  as  follows.  The 
floating  eggs  of  the  food  fishes  were  found  to 
undergo  a  certain  change  in  the  ovary  immediately 
before  becoming  ripe.  This  change  consists  in 
the  absorption  somewhat  suddenly  by  the  egg  of 
a  quantity  of  fluid  secreted  by  the  ovary,  which 
distends  the  ovum  to  three  or  four  times  its 
previous  size,  dissolves  the  yolk  gloVjules,  and 
thins  the  capsule.  This  change  only  takes  place 
in  a  few  of  the  eggs  at  one  time,  and  occurs  at 
that  period  of  development  when  a  rearrange- 
ment takes  place  in  the  contents  of  the  egg, 
rendering  it  able  to  be  fertiliaed.  As  Dr.  Fulton 
says,  this  stage  "  has,  so  to  speak,  in  the  pelagic 
egg,  been  seized  upon  and  exaggerated  by  natural 
selection  for  another  purpose,  namely,  to  enable 
the  eggs  to  float  and  to  become  widely  dispersed." 
This  absorption  of  fluid  also  takes  place  in  the 
demersal  or  non-floating  egg,  but  to  a  much  less 
degree. 

The  effect  of  this  absorption  is  : 

1.  That  the  egg  just  before  extrusion  becomes 
three  to  four  times  larger. 

2.  That  it  becomes  transparent. 

3.  That  it  is  greatly  lessened  as  regards  specific 
gravity. 

Take  for  example  the  egg  of  the  plaice.  From 
definite  observation  it  was  found  that  the 
immature  egg,  with  a  diameter  of  1  21  millimetres, 
of  a  volume  of  0  9276  cubic  millimetres,  and  of  a 
specific  gravity  of  1 084  became,  when  thus 
suddenly  matured,  1  88  millimetres  in  diameter, 
3  764  cubic  millimetres  in  volume, but  of  a  specific 
gravity  of  only  1025.  Of  course,  there  are  slight 
individual  differences,  but  these  figures  may  be 
given  as  the  mean. 

With  the  non-floating  or  demersal  eggs  of  the 
herring  the  mean  diameter  was  for  the  immature 
opaque  eggs  118  millimetres,  -svith  a  volume  of 
■86  cubic  millimetres,  and  a  specific  gravity  of 
1087 — 1'090 ;  whereas  the  mature  eggs  averaged 
133  millimetres  in  diameter,  had  a  volume  of 
123  cubic  millimetres,  and  a  specific  gravit-y  of 
1066. 

In  plain  English  this  means  that  the  mature 
egg  of  the  plaice  had  got  four  times  larger  than 
the  immature,  and  at  the  same  time  was 
practically  reduced  to  the  same  specific  gravity  as 
the  surface  of  the  sea,  instead  of  being  about  5 
per  cent,  heavier.  With  the  herring  ova,  how- 
ever, the  egg  only  increases  about  half  as  much 
again  in  volume,  and  the  specific  gravity  remains 
still  more  than  3i  per  cent,  above  that  of  sea 
water. 

The  question  then  arises  as  to  what  the  fluid  is 
that  is  absorbed.  At  first  it  was  thought  to  be 
sea  water,  but  as  the  specific  gravity  of  that  fluid 
is  1025-1-026,  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  a  specific  gravity  of  1084  by  that  means. 
Drs.  Fulton  and  Milroy  have  set  the  matter  at 
rest  by  testing  the  fluid  which  they  find  to  be 
secreted  by  the  follicles  of  the  ovary  of  the  ripe 
haddock,  cod,  and  plaice,  and  found  that  the 
specific  gravity  ranged  from  l-Olo — 1  017. 

There  is  but  little  doubt  that  the  same  changes 
take  place  in  all  ova,  but,  as  Dr.  Wemyss  Fulton 
has  said,  they  are  specially  modified  and  magnified 
in  the  floating  eggs  of  our  marine  food  fishes. 

What,  then,  is  the  practical  outcome  of  this 
investigation  ?  When  all  is  said  and  done,  that 
is  the  query  of  the  average  man  in  the  street. 
Many  points  hitherto  obscure  have  been  cleared 
up  by  this  research,  thus  : 

1.  It  explains  how  it  is  that  cod  and  other  sea 
fish  can  contain  millions  of  eggs  against  the  few 
thousands  shed  by  fresh-water  fish. 

2.  It  explains  why  most  sea  fish  have  a  pro- 
tracted spawning  period,  and,  therefore,  why  they, 
unlike  those  forms  which,  distended  with  ripe 
eggs,  are  unable  to  feed,  migrate  in  search  of  food, 
and,  aided  by  the  surface  currents,  distribute 
their  ova  far  and  wide. 

3.  It  explains  why  the  young  are  buoyed  up  by 
the  yolk  sac  until  it  is  gradually  absorbed  in  the 
feeding  of  the  infant  fish. 

4.  It  explains  why  the  young,  fed  with  a 
watery  yolk,  containing  but  little  nutriment,  are 
at  first  not  so  brisk  and  vigorous  as  are  those  of 
our  fresh-water  fishes. 

The  large  number  of  ova  contained  in  the  cods 
and  the  flat  fishes  is  necessary,  owing  to  the  many 
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enemies,  including  man,  wLich  prey  upon  them. 
In  this  last  investigation  it  was  calculated  that  of 
twelve  forms  which  deposit  their  ova  on  the 
bottom,  the  average  is  24,700  eggs  per  female ; 
while  of  thirty  species  with  floating  eggs  the 
average  per  female  is  2,388,000.  A  female  cod 
(the  diameter  of  the  unripe  egg  of  which  is  about 
one-third  to  one-quarter  that  of  the  salmon) 
weighed  141b.  loz.,  and  had  a  total  volume  of 
6250  c.c. ;  the  ovaries,  partly  emptied,  weighed 
31b  3oz.,  and  were  of  a  volume  of  1682  c.c.  "  It 
was  calculated  that  the  number  of  eggs  present 
was  4,560,000,  which,  in  the  mature  distended 
state,  would  occupy  a  volume  of  about  6261  c.c, 
or  considei'ably  greater  than  the  bulk  of  the  fish." 
Again,  a  flounder,  which  weighed  close  upon  21b., 
had  a  gi-oss  volume  of  951  c.c  and  the  roe  weighed 
fiAoz.,  and  had  a  volume  of  170  c.c.  The  number 
of  eggs  was  estimated  at  2,733,000,  the  volume  of 
which,  when  matured,  would  be  1114  c.c,  that  is 
to  say,  a  quarter  more  than  the  total  bulk  of  the 
fish,  roe  and  all. 

But  when  it  is  remembered  that  only  a  few  eggs 
become  ripe  at  a  time,  it  is  imderstood  that  the 
spawning  is  greatly  protracted,  that  the  fish 
continues  feeding  during  that  period,  migrating 
gradually  into  deeper  and  deeper  water,  many 
obscure  facts  in  the  history  of  the  cod,  haddock, 
and  flat  fish  bid  fair  to  be  explained. 

The  reason  for  migration  will  then  be  sought  for 
through  the  food  supply  rather  than  by  account- 
ing for  all  the  movements  as  being  due  to  that 
wondei'ful  sexual  instinct  which  is  so  well  marked 
in  the  salmon  and  the  herring.  The  day  may 
perchance  come  when  popular  science  books, 
such  as  the  Royal  Natural  History,  will  no  longer 
disfigure  their  pages  by  misstatements  such  as 
that  of  the  cod  coming  inshore  to  breed  during 
the  winter  months.  As  all  sea  anglers  know,  he 
comes  inshore  to  feed,  and  gradually  works 
northerly  and  into  deeper  water  as  the  spring 
approaches  and  the  spawning  season  arrives. 

As  to  the  buoying  up  of  the  young  or  larval  fish ; 
this  is  a  most  practical  point.  When  the  first 
descriptions  were  written  on  the  development  of  the 
floating  eggs,  it  seemed  to  be  taken  for  granted 
that  the  young  remained  at  the  top  because  they 
were  lighter  than  the  water  ;  this  is  quite  an  error, 
the  young  developing  fish  is  heavier  than  sea  water 
and  would  sink  were  he  not  buoyed  up  or  able  to 
keep  himself  afloat.  Before  he  is  able  to  aid  him- 
self, the  yolk  bag  keeps  him  floating  until  his  own 
organs  grow  into  usefulness. 

One  extremely  practical  point  remains  to  be 
dealt  with,  depending  entirely  upon  the  result 
of  the  application  of  the  facts  here  described. 
Space  will  not  permit  of  more  than  a  reference 
to  it  here,  but  it  is  necessary  that  some 
notice  should  be  here  taken  of  the  subject. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  money  is  being 
spent  yearly  in  the  endeavour  to  artificially  hatch 
and  rear  sea  fish,  especially  plaice,  at  the  Marine 
Hatchery  at  Dunbar,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Harold 
Dannevig.  At  present  the  eggs  have  to  be  got 
by  collecting  ripe  fish  from  the  trawlers.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  each  fish  has  but  few  eggs  ripe  at 
any  one  time,  and  that  the  fish  are  liable  to  be 
injured  by  the  trawl,  this  has  been  weary  work. 
Nevertheless,  from  1894  to  1897,  both  years 
inclusive,  117  millions  of  fry  have  been  hatched 
and  turned  out  into  the  sea.  What  is  asked  for 
is  sea  water  enclosures  in  which  to  retain  adult 
fishes  till  they  have  shed  all  their  eggs,  and  also 
to  shelter  the  young  till  able  to  find  for  them- 
selves. 

At  the  same  time  the  investigation  at  present 
appears  to  throw  a  doubt  on  the  value  of  artificial 
hatching  as  a  method  of  counteracting  the 
destruction  of  immature  fish.  We  stand  but 
little  chance  of  getting  anything  like  an  increased 
stock  by  artificially  stripping  fish  whose  eggs  only 
mature  a  few  at  a  time,  and  whose  young  must 
have  a  superabundant  supply  of  food  almost 
within  a  day  or  two  of  their  being  hatched  out. 

Much  has  been  lately  done  in  discovering  the 
food  of  the  young  fish,  and  this  I  hope  to  deal 
with  in  a  further  article. 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 
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THE  MAY  FLY  [EPHEMEBA 
VULGATA). 


In  some  parts  of  England  the  May  Ply  is 
known  as  the  "  Cadow "' ;  it  is  also  called  the 
"  Green  Drake,"  "  Grey  Drake,"  "  Death  Drake," 
"  Spent  Gnat,"  &c. 

These  names  all  refer  to  the  same  fly.  When 
the  insect  first  leaves  the  water  and  emerges 
from  its  larval  coat  (as  will  be  described 
presently)  it  generally  has  more  or  less  of  a  green 
or  olive  green  appearance  about  the  wings,  which 
[i.e,  the  wings)  become  of  an  iron  grey  colour 
after  the  fly  has  thrown  off  its  light  overcoat 
and  nearly  finished  its  existence. 

Nearly  all  the  old  books  on  angling  refer  to 
two  kinds  of  May  Fly,  viz.,  the  "  Green  Drake," 
which  appears  first,  and  the  "  Grey  Drake " 
following  it.  Cotton  says  :  "  His  tail  turns  up 
towards  his  back,  like  a  mallard — from  whence, 
questionless,  he  has  his  name  of  the  green 
drake." 

I  should  think  it  was  much  more  likely  that 
the  fly  became  known  as  "  green  drake "  and 
"  grey  drake  "  because  our  earliest  fly  fishers  and 
writers  on  the  art  almost  always  recommended 
that  the  wings  of  the  artificial  green  fly  should 
be  made  of  the  white  grey  feather  of  a  wild 
drake  mallard  dyed  an  olive  green  or  yellow 
colour,  and  the  gi'ey  fly  with  the  black  or  dark 
grey  feather  of  the  wild  drake  mallard. 

Some  of  the  old  writers  make  a  great  point  of 
the  feathers  being  from  the  wild  mallard,  and 
from  the  drake  and  not  the  duck,  and  it  seems  to 
be  a  pretty  general  rule  that  feathers  from  male 
birds  are  to  be  preferred  as  being  stronger  in 
colour,  gloss,  and  fibre  than  those  from  hen  birds. 

To  Charles  Cotton  belongs  the  honour  of 
giving  the  best  description  of  the  out  of  water 
life  of  the  May  Fly  which  had  been  given  by  an 
angling,  or  perhaps  any,  writer  up  to  his  time, 
though  he  appears  to  have  supposed  its  larvae 
live  in  a  case.  He  describes  how  the  fly  emerges 
from  the  larval  coat,  or  case,  on  rising  to  the 
surface  of  the  water,  but  does  not  mention  the 
second  change  of  garment  when  the  whole  cover- 
ing of  the  wings,  body,  &c.,  is  cast  off. 

On  pages  167  to  169  of  Bagster's  1808  edition 
of  "  The  Compleat  Angler  "  there  is  a  note  by 
the  editor.  Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  which  he  says 
that  when  he  was  preparing  his  first  edition  of 
the  "  Angler,"  he  found  in  Bowlker's  "  Art  of 
Angling  "  an  account  of  the  history  of  the  May 
Fly,  which,  Bowlker  said,  had  been  "  com- 
municated to  him  by  a  gentleman."  Sir  John 
tells  us  that  he  afterwards  discovered  that  the 
same  account  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Society  by  Mr.  Peter  Collinson,  a  London 
tradesman,  well  known  among  botanists  and 
collectors  of  natural  curiosities.  CoUinson's 
account  of  the  May  Fly  was  read  before  the 
Society,  and  published  in  the  "  Philosophical 
Transactions  "  for  1746,  page  329,  No.  481. 

Hawkins  says  the  account  is  "  miserably 
written,  ungrammatical,  and  otherwise  obscure." 
All  the  same,  it  is  valuable  as  a  description  from 
personal  observation,  and  interesting  as  being  an 
account  of  the  rise  of  May  Fly  on  the  Itchen 
more  than  150  years  ago. 

Mr.  Peter  ColKnson  describes  how,  when  walking  by  the 
side  of  the  river  at  Wioohester  on  May  26,  1744,  he  "  was 
shown  the  May  Fly,  which  lives  all  the  year,  except  a  few 
days,  on  the  bottom  or  sides  of  the  river,  and  rises,  when 
mature,  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  splits  ite  case,  and 
appears  an  animal  (he  means  fly),  having  a  slender  body 
and  three  long  hairs  at  the  tails,  and  four  blackish  veined 
transparent  wings,  the  under  much  the  smaller,  and  the 
upper  having  four  black  spots.  Having  disengaged  itself 
from  its  exuvia  or  skin  (of  which  he  saw  '  innumerable 
floating  on  the  water'),  the  next  business  of  the  creature 
is  to  fly  about  to  find  a  proper  place  to  fix  on,  as  trees, 
rushes,  &c.  ;  and  that,  having  fixed  on  one,  it  waits  for 
another  change,  which  in  two  or  three  days  is  completed. 
The  first  hint  I  had,"  he  says,  "  of  this  wonderful  change 
I  took  from  the  appearance  of  their  exuviiu  hanging  oq  the 
hedges."  He  collected  many  of  the  flies,  and  "could 
easily  discover  when  they  were  ready  to  put  off  their  old 
clothes  though  so  lately  put  on." 

"  He  says  he  had  the  pleasure  to  show  his  friends  one  of 
the  flies  that  he  held  on  his  finger  all  the  while  it  per- 
formed this  great  work,  and  that  ic  was  surprising  to  see 
the  back  part  of  the  fly  split  open  and  pruduce  a  new  fly, 
which  left  the  case  of  the  head,  body,  wings,  legs,  and 
even  the  threo-haired  tail  of  the  old  one  behind  it.  He 
adds  that  after  it  had  reposed  itself  awhile  it  flew  abroad 
with  great  briskness  to  seek  a  mate." 

At  this  point  Hawkins,  who  evidently  has  no 
notion  that  he  is  dealing  with  the  observations  of 


a  most  accurate,  though  not.  trained,  observer, 
says : 

"  After  an  enumeration  of  some  particulars,  which  I 
ehoose  to  omit,  Collinson  goes  on  with  his  account  stating, 
'  He  observed  when  the  females  were  impregnated  thej 
left  the  males  and  betook  themselves  to  the  river ;  where, 
darting  up  and  down,  they  were  seen  to  ejfct  a  cluster  oi 
eggs,  which  seemed  a  pale  bluish  speck,  like  a  small  drop 
of  milk,  as  they  were  sinking  to  the  bottom  of  the  river; 
and  that  then  by  the  elasticity  of  their  tails  the  flies 
sprang  up  off  the  water  and  dait^d  down  again,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so,  till  having  exhausted  their  stock  of  eggs, 
together  with  their  strength,  they  were  able  to  rise  no 
more,  and  became  an  easy  prey  to  the  fith.  This  is  the 
end  of  the  females.'  Of  the  males  he  says  that  '  after- 
they  have  done  their  ofiice,  they  drop  down,  languish,  and 
die  among  the  trees  and  bushes.'  "  (The  males  die  on  the^ 
water  also.) 

"  The  conclusion  of  his  (CoUinson's)  letter,  I  give  in  the 
author's  own  words,  for  I  am  tired  of  abridging  it,"* 
says  Hawkins  : 

"  The  flies  appear  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening.  On  the 
2Gth  of  May  1  perceived  a  few  ;  but  on  the  27th,  28th, 
29th,  and  30th  it  was  a  sight  very  surprising  and  entertain- 
ing to  see  the  rivers  teeming  with  innumerable  pretty, 
nimble  flying  animals,  and  almost  everything  near  covered 
with  them  :  when  I  looked  up,  the  air  was  fall  of  them,  aji 
high  as  I  could  discern.  And  yet  this  wonderful  appear- 
ance totally  disappeared  in  three  or  four  days  after  the 
last  of  May." 

The  rise  of  May  Fly  on  the  Itchen  now  lasts 
much  longer  than  to  the  3rd  or  4th  of  June,  as 
for  many  years  past  I  have  looked  on  the  3rd  of 
J une  as  about  the  first  day  for  the  trout  to  feed 
steadily  on  the  fly,  which  continues  to  appear  for 
a  fortnight  or  more.  The  date  of  CoUinson's 
observation  was  May  26  to  J  une  4,  1744,  or  eight 
years  before  the  "  new  style  "  of  reckoning  time 
was  adopted  in  this  country.  Our  new  or 
Gregorian  style  of  reckoning  time  being  eleven 
nominal  days  in  advance  of  the  old  or  Julian 
style,  makes  the  actual  time  of  year  when 
Collinson  saw  the  May  Fly  rise  of  1744  coincide 
much  more  closely  with  our  experience  than  the 
nominal  dates  do.  This  also  may  account  for  the 
name  of  the  fly,  as  in  the  Julian  Calendar — the 
calendar  of  the  old  angling  writers— it  was  more 
of  a  "  May  "  fly  than  a  June  fly.  Now  it  must 
be  considered  chiefly  a  June  fly.  Ronalds,  for 
instance,  heads  his  list  of  "  Flies  for  June " 
with  it.  Of  course,  the  time  of  its  appearance 
varies  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  in 
Ireland,  on  the  lakes,  it  is  much  earlier  than  on 
our  South  of  England  streams,  and  they  are  not 
the  latest. 

The  following  account  of  the  life  history  of  the 
May  Fly  is  taken  chiefly  from  Pictet's  "  Histoire 
naturelle  des  Tnsectes  Neuropferes — Famille  den 
^phem('irines,"  unless  otherwise  stated. 

The  Egg  of  the  May  Fly. 
As  described  by  Collinson,  the  impregnated 
female  May  Fly  flies  to  the  river  and  drops  her 
eggs  on  to  the  water,  where  they  sink  to  the 
bottom.  They  are  left  completely  to  chance,  for 
the  Ephemeridse  do  not  show  the  remarkable 
instinct  exhibited  by  some  of  the  Phryganidas 
(sedges),  which,  although  aerial  insects,  go  down 
to  the  bottom  of  the  water  to  lay  their  eggs,  thus 
sacrificing  their  own  lives  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
their  posterity.  Not  that  the  May  Fly  gains 
much  by  her  maternal  indifference,  for  she  does 
not  survive  her  egg  laying,  and  both  sexes  die 
very  soon  after  fulfilling  their  reproductive 
duties. 

Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford,  in  his  splendid  work, 
"  Dry  Fly  Entomology,"  quotes  the  Rev.  A.  E. 
Eaton's  account  of  the  methods  of  egg  depositing 
among  the  Ephemeridse  as  follows :  "  Others ; 
extrude  them  gradually,  part  at  a  time,  and  i 
deposit  them  in  one  of  the  following  manners, 
viz. :  either  the  mother  alights  upon  the  water  at 
intervals  to  wash  off  the  eggs  that  have  issued 
from  the  mouth  of  the  oviducts  during  her  flight, 
or  else  she  creeps  down  into  the  water  (enclosed 
with  a  film  of  air,  with  her  wings  collapsed  so  as 
to  overlie  the  abdomen,  and  with  her  setas  (tails) 
closed  together)  to  lay  her  eggs  upon  the  under- 
side of  stones,  disposing  them  in  rounded  patches, 
in  a  single  layer  evenly  spread,  and  in  mutual 
contiguity." 

This  would  appear  to  contradict  Pictet's  remark 


*  It  is  a  pity  he  abridged  it  at  all,  for  I  believe  this  is  the 
earliest  detailed  English  account  of  the  life  of  the  May 
Fly  out  of  the  waters  given  from  aotua'  observation.  How- 
ever, it  is  doubtless  still  to  be  seen  in  the  "  Philosophical 
Transactions"  for  1746,  No.  481.  An  English  translation 
of  Dr.  Swammerdam's  "  Life  of  the  Ephemeron,"  from 
the  Dutch,  by  Dr.  Ed.  Tyson,  was  published  in  1681.— 
R.  B.  M. 
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as  to  the  EphemeridEe  not  entering  the  water  to 
deposit  their  eggs. 

The  May  Fly  eggs  having  been  deposited  in  the 
water  in  May  or  June,  how  long  do  they  require 
to  hatch  out  ?  I  do  not  think  Pictet  answers 
this  question,  and  I  believe  Mr.  Halford  was  the 
first  to  answer  it  by  actual  experiment,  as,  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Hawksley,  he  kept 
some  eggs  laid  on  June  9,  which  hatched  out  on 
Aug.  15  following,  and  he  adds  that  a  Test  river- 
keeper  of  great  experience  has  collected  thou- 
sands of  May  Fly  eggs  in  large  bottles,  and  says 
they  hatch  out  in  about  three  weeks.  Mr. 
Halford  gives  the  number  of  eggs  laid  by  one 
May  Fly  as  averaging  6500. 

How  long  the  larva  lives  in  the  water  before 
changing  to  the  fly  is  uncertain,  probably  from 
two  to  three  years.  Pictet  says  that  as  soon  as 
hatched  their  first  care  is  to  construct  a  house  to 
live  in.  This  takes  the  form  of  a  tubular  straight, 
or  slightly  arched,  gallery,  which  it  digs  out 
horizontally  in  the  clay  or  mudbanks  of  the 
river.  This  hole  is  excavated  by  means  of  the 
mandibles  and  front  legs,  and  is  slightly  larger 
in  diameter  than  the  body  of  the  larva,  but  not 
large  enough  for  them  to  continue  to  live  in  all 
their  larval  life  (two  or  three  years).  So  a  new 
hole  is  made  when  the  old  one  gets  too  small. 
In  some  places  the  rise  or  fall  of  the  water  may 
make  them  shift  their  quarters,  for  they  like  to 
be  near  the  surface,  and  yet  they  must  be  under 
water.  Some  of  the  rivers  of  Holland  and  France, 
which  run  over  a  solid  bed  of  clay,  have  their 
banks  pierced  by  a  multitude  of  these  little  holes 
or  tunnels,  the  present  or  former  homes  of  an 
enormous  quantity  of  these  larvse. 

As  to  the  distance  to  which  the  larva  will 
burrow  into  a  mudbank,  I  remember  many  years 
ago  Major  Turle  telling  me  that  when  getting 
larvae  for  transplanting  they  had  in  cold  weather 
to  follow  them  sometimes  two  or  three  feet.  This 
would  refer,  I  imagine,  only  to  soft  muddy  banks, 
and  not  to  solid  clay.  As  the  time  for  their 
change  to  the  fly  stage  approaches,  they  leave 
their  holes,  and  crawl  about  in  the  mud  at  the 
bottom  of  the  river.  I  have  often  scooped  out 
quite  a  number  with  a  net  in  April  and  May,  and 
also  caught  trout  and  grayling  full  of  them. 
They  will  live  for  days  in  a  tightly-corked  bottle 
of  water,  and  are  beautiful  objects.  Pictet  says 
it  is  difiBcult  to  get  an  exact  idea  of  the  life  of  the 
larva  as  he  found  the  common  May  Fly  (Ephemera 
vulgata) — the  only  one  of  the  digging  division  of 
the  kind  he  had  been  able  to  observe — very 
difficult  to  keep  alive  long.  He  could  never  do  so 
more  than  for  a  few  months. 

The  only  difference  between  the  larva  and  the 
nymph  larva  is  that  the  latter,  being  older,  is 
larger,  and  shows  the  dark  wing  cases  on  the 
back.  These  wing  cases  hold  the  wings  folded 
up,  but  growing  inside  them  to  be  ready  for  use 
when  the  little  creature  leaves  the  water  to  change 
into  a  fly.  Pictet  says  that  he  has  found  the 
remains  of  little  insects  and  water  worms  in  the 
stomachs  of  May  Fly  larvae.  Pictet  gives  the  above 
figures  as  being  twice  the  natural  size.  They 
seem  to  me  to  be  rather  more  than  twice  as  large 
as  any  I  have  seen  alive. 

Change  from  the  Nymph  Stage  to  that  of 
ITS  FiKST  State  as  a  Fly. 
The  nymph  of  the  May  Fly  may  often  be  seen, 
says  Pictet,  swimming  up  to  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  there  promptly  changing  into  a  winged 
insect.  This  operation,  which  has  often  been 
described,  is  analogous  to  that  which  takes  place 
in  the  case  of  the  Stone  Flies,  &c.,  only  it  is  more 
rapid  in  the  case  of  the  Ephemeridse,  and  instead 
of  having  to  find  a  rough  surface  on  which  to  claw 
on  to  while  pulling  themselves  out  of  their  larval 
coats,  the  May  Flies  can  change  theirs  while 
floating  on  the  water  and  sitting  on  their  old 
skins,  which  serve  the  purpose  of  a  boat,  keeping 
the  fly  dry  while  it  is  unfolding  its  wings.  This 
old  skin  is  like  a  mackintosh  suit,  covering  the 
insect  completely,  and  when  the  fly  emerges  and 
the  waterproof  is  no  longer  wanted  it  is  left 
behind  on  the  snrfaxje  of  the  water.  Anglers  call 
these  transparent  empty  skins  "  shucks,"  and  on 

'  rivers  where  there  is  a  big  rise  of  May  Fly  they 
may  be  seen  coming  down  on  the  surface  in 
thousands,  and  piled  up  in  the  comers  and  eddies 

j  in  little  heaps.  I'ictet  says  that  the  supple,  soft, 
and  delicate  nature  of  the  May  Fly's  body  enables 
it  to  a^jueeze  oat  of  its  old  skin  more  rapidly  than 


Fia.  1.  Piotkt'S  Larva  of  Mat  Flt  {Ephemera  vulgata). 
(Bather  more  than  twice  the  natural  size.) 


Fig.  2.  PiCTET  S  Larva  of  May  Fli  {Ephemera  vulgata)  in  its 
Nymph  Stage. 
(About  three  times  the  natural  size.) 
The  two  dark  pieces  on  the  back  are  the  wing  cases. 


Fig.  u.  May  Fly.   Grebn  Drake  (sub-imago). 
As  it  is  when  it  first  leaves  the  water.   Wings  are  more  opaque 
and  tails  shorter  than  after  changing  the  skin.    The  wings  also 
liavo  little  hairs  on  them,  easily  seen  with  a  glass ;  these  are 
wanting  on  the  perfect  fly, 


Fi'q.  1.  May  Fly.    Grkt  Deake  (imagui. 
As  it  is  finally,  after  shedding  the  sui-imago  skin.    Wings  are 
more  glassy  and  tails  and  legs  longer. 


Fig.  ./.  Orange  Dun. 
1  his  is  only  given  to  show  the  general  resemblance  in  shape 
between  the  May  Flies  and  the  smaller  Duds. 


the  Stone  Flies  and  Sedges,  which  are  stiffer  and 
harder,  and  less  supple  in  their  bodies.  Anyone 
who  has  held  a  newly-hatched  May  Fly  by  the 
wings  knows  how  the  yellow  wax-like  body 
squirms  and  bends  about  in  all  directions. 

Change  fbom  the  Fiest  oe  Impeefect  Fly 
Stage  (Sub-imago)  to  the  State  of  the 
Peefect  Fly  (imago). 

English  authors,  says  Pictet,  in  order  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  two  states  of  the  fly,  call  it 
pseud-imago  before  the  fly  changes  its  first  fly  skin, 
and  imago  after,  when  in  the  perfect  state,  but  he 
prefers  Burmeister's  suggestion  of  sub-imago  for 
pseud-imago,  as  indicating  better  that  that  state 
will  be  followed  by  that  of  the  imago.  I  think  so, 
too.  You  know  that  a  sub-lieutenant  expects  to 
become  a  lieutenant,  and  a  sub-inspector  an 
inspector,  but  if  you  called  a  naval  ofiicer  a 
pseudo-lieutenant  it  would  be  at  your  own  risk  ! 

Unless  one  has  seen  and  noticed  them,  the 
difference  between  the  May  Fly  in  its  last  but  one 
and  its  last  state  are  not  very  noticeable  in 
illustrations  or  easy  to  describe.  It  is  the  same 
fly,  and  yet  not  the  same.  If  the  larva  skin  may 
be  compared  to  a  mackintosh,  then  the  sub-imago 
skin  may  be  compared  to  a  dust  coat.  Pictet 
says  that  when  first  hatched  and  in  its  sub-imago 
state,  which  lasts  some  hours,  sometimes  less  than 
an  hour,  the  fly  is  more  sluggish  in  its  movements 
and  heavier  on  the  wing  than  when  in  the  perfect 
state.  When  the  change  is  about  to  take  place  it 
seeks  a  firm  place,  like  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  a  wall, 
window,  stone,  &c.,  where  it  undergoes  something 
analogous  to  its  previous  change  out  of  the  nymph 
skin.  The  skin  distends,  heaves  up,  and  opens 
on  the  back  of  the  fly,  which  disengages  itself  by 
drawing  its  feet  out  of  their  skin,  getting  a  fresh 
foothold,  and  then  drawing  out  its  abdomen  and 
tails  from  their  envelope.  Then  it  draws  out  its 
wings,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  released  the  old 
skin,  which  so  lately  covered  them,  shrivels  up, 
and  the  old  skin  now  resembles  the  "  shuck "  or 
skin  of  the  nymph,  which,  as  we  have  seen  before, 
was  left  floating  on  the  water.  These  shrivelled 
wing  remains  appear  to  be  entirely  rudimentary. 

Under  the  eaves  of  a  straw  thatched  fishing 
hut  near  the  river  is  a  sure  find  for  these  cast  off 
"  dust  coats,"  as  I  have  called  them.  Except  that 
the  winged  cases  are  shrivelled  up  and  collapsed 
like  a  child's  punctured  air  balloon,  the  skin  is 
a  pei  feet  hollow  cast  of  the  fly,  even  to  the  cornea 
of  the  eye  (not  "  corner  of  the  eye  "  as  the  printer 
slyly  put  it  last  time — evidently  looking  out  of  the 
corner  of  his  eye  at  a  fisherman's  tale). 

"  And  now,"  says  Pictet,  "  Ephemera  has  no 
farther  change  to  undergo,  and  merits  the  name 
of  '  perfect  insect.' " 

The  Peefect  Insect. 
The  EphemeridsB  having  arrived  at  the  perfect 
state  are  entirely  aerial  beings,  and  the  short  life 
of  some  species  often  passes  quite  without  rest. 
Their  usual  flight  is  vertical,  up  and  down.  You 
see  them  ascend  in  a  straight  line,  and  on  getting 
to  a  certain  height,  they  descend  by  spreading  out 
their  wings  and  long  tails,  which  act  like  a 
parachute  ;  then  with  a  rapid  side  movement  some 
of  them  change  their  positions  and  recommence 
rising  and  falling  as  before.  Being  but  little 
heavier  than  air  they  require  but  little  exertion  to 
keep  afloat  in  it.  This  last  remark  applies  more 
to  some  of  the  smaller  Ephemeridse  than  to  the 
May  Fly. 

There  can  be  no  diSiculty  in  distinguishing  the 
sexes  in  the  May  Fly  and  other  Ephemerida;,  as 
the  male  is  provided  with  nippers  at  the  end  of 
his  body,  like  those  on  the  business  end  of  the 
earwig,  only  much  less  formidable.  Their  object 
is  to  clasp  the  female  fly  in  the  act  of  impregna- 
tion, which  takes  place  in  the  air,  and  the  female 
fly  then  makes  a  bee  line  for  the  river,  and  di-ops 
her  eggs,  not  all  at  once,  but,  as  CoUinson 
describes,  by  flying  down  to  the  water,  just  touch- 
ing it,  then  springing  up  again,  and  so  on,  until 
both  her  eggs  and  her  strength  are  exhausted. 
This  action  must  not  be  mistaken  for  that  of  the 
newly-hatched  fly,  which  often  flops  down  on  the 
water  and  floats  down  a  bit,  then  rises  and  flops 
down  again,  and  so  on,  until  it  gets  stronger  in 
its  wings,  or  a  trout  takes  it.  The  male  fly 
continues  his  dance  in  the  aii-,  waiting  until 
another  female  comes  his  way. 

What  anglers  call  the  "  Spent  Gnat "  is  the  May 
Fly  of  both  sexes  exhausted ;  its  work  is  done,  and 
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it  can  no  longer  rise  from  the  surface  of  the  water, 
but  flutters  along.  Soon  one  wing  gets  wet,  and 
lies  flat  on  the  surface,  and  then  the  other,  both 
stretched  out  at  right  angles  ;  and  so  it  floats 
down,  often  motionless,  then,  with  a  quivering 
motion,  sending  little  rings  away  from  it.  "  Spent 
Gnat "  is,  as  Mr.  Halford  says,  a  misnomer  for 
so  large  a  fly  as  the  May  Fly.  "  Spent  May  Fly  " 
would  be  better,  and  lucky  are  you  if  you  are  on 
the  spot  when  the  fish  are  taking  it,  and  have  a 
good  imitation,  and  the  difficulty  is  to  get  the 
fish  to  see  your  imitation  when  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  the  natural  flies  ai'e  coming  down. 
The  magic  time  is  when  the  spent  fly  is  beginning 
to  come  down,  and  every  trout  can  take  every  fly 
which  comes  over  him ;  and  the  best  place  is  in  a 
strong  stream,  where  the  fish  remain  in  one  place, 
as  in  the  pools  below  they  go  roaming  about, 
sucking  in  the  flies,  all  over  the  place. 

The  male  fly  is  smaller  than  the  female,  and 
in  both  the  legs  are  larger  and  the  tails  much 
longer,  and  the  wings  much  more  transparent 
than  in  the  sub-imago  state.  Exposure  to  air 
and  sun  seems  to  bleach  the  flies,  and  makes  the 
nervures  or  markings  of  the  wings  very  dark,  and 
the  wing  material  moi-e  glass-like,  brittle,  and 
shiny  than  in  the  first  stage. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  why  May  Flies  have  deserted 
some  rivers,  but  I  firmly  believe  that  the  removal 
of  bushes  and  trees  is  one  great  factor. 

Major  Turle's  successful  experiments  in  trans- 
planting the  May  Fly,  and  Sir  Wm.  Pearce's  in 
transplanting  the  grannom,  are  to  me  two  most 
encouraging  facts  for  us  fly  fishers.  Trout  we 
can  easily  stock  suitable  waters  with,  but  if  there 
are  few  or  no  flies  for  them  to  rise  at,  where  do 
we  as  fly  fishers  come  in  ? 

I  am  glad  to  say  that,  as  I  have  noted  else- 
where, a  new  edition  of  Mr.  Halford's  "  Dry  Fly 
Fishing "  is  in  the  press,  and  I  hope  some  day  a 
new  and  cheap  edition  of  his  admirable  "  Dry 
Fly  Entomology  "  will  be  published. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  "FISHING   GAZETTE"  LEAD 
(REGISTERED). 

The  "  Fishing  Gazette  "  lead,  invented  by  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston  (the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette), 
can  be  taken  off  or  put  on  to  a  trace  without 
unfastening  the  trace  or  anything  but  the  curved 
wire  pin  of  the  lead.  To  use  it,  unfasten  the  pin 
as  you  would  the  safety-pin  of  a  brooch,  pass  the 
trace  into  the  curved  eye,  then  wind  it  into  the 


Lead  fitted  to  Line. 
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curves  of  the  pin  and  secure  the  latter  in  the 
catch — the  lead  cannot  slip — the  wire  loop  or  eye 
should  hang  uppermost  on  the  trace.  This  lead 
is  made  in  large  and  small  sizes. 

The  only  makers  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  "  lead 
are  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  of  Redditch,  who 
have  recently  improved  the  manufacture,  and 
now  supply  it  on  a  neat  card  with  directions  for  use. 


McCall's  "  Racing  Chrohicle." — We  have 
received  from  Mr.  Wm.  McCall  (Turf  Steam 
Press  Works,  7,  Hunter- street,  Liverpool)  a  copy 
of  his  very  neatly  got  up  "  Racing  Chronicle  and 
Pocket  Turf  Calendar  Steeplechase  Supplement." 
It  gives  particulars  of  all  the  steeplechases  and 
hurdle  races  run  from  Nov.  29,  1898,  to  Feb.  25, 
1899,  and  will  be  found  a  most  valuable  addition 
to  McCall's  "  Racing  Chronicle,  1898,"  which 
contains  full  returns  of  last  year's  events,  both 
on  the  flat  and  "  between  the  flags." 

Qeint'8  CHKuay  Whisky.— This  attractive  "  piclj-me-up  "  is 
a  pleasant  combination  of  Kent  Cherry  Juice  and  very  soft  old 
Scotch  WhlBliy.  This  and  Grant's  Morella  Cherry  Brandy  are 
■old  by  Wine  Merchants. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  executive,  held 
on  Tuesday  last,  the  president  (H.  L.  W.  Lawson, 
L.O.C.)  reported  that  he  had  been  in  com- 
munication with  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  respecting 
the  reduction  of  the  number  of  swans  generally 
and  the  removal  of  the  barren  swans  daring  the 
coarse  fish  spawning  season,  and  regretted  to  say 
that  the  swans  belonging  to  the  Queen,  the 
Dyers  and  Vintners'  Companies,  if  removed 
would,  as  stated  on  previous  occasions,  on 
account  of  the  expense,  have  to  be  paid  for. 
That  in  the  interests  of  the  "  humble  angler  "  he 
had  notified  his  intention  of  paying  the  amount, 
and  the  swans  therefore,  he  hoped,  would  be 
removed  this  season.  The  society  also  had  before 
it  an  application  to  subscribe  to  a  proposed 
fish  hatchery  on  the  Thames,  but  having  in  view 
what  in  the  past,  under  the  ablest  of  supervision, 
had  proved  so  abortive,  it  did  not  feel  justified  in 
promising  any  of  its  funds  for  the  purpose.  A 
quantity  of  technical  work  absorbed  a  consider- 
able amount  of  time,  and  the  executive  adjom-ned 
after  an  abnormally  lengthy  sitting. 

Hon.  Sec. 


JAPANESE  FLY  FISHING. 


The  Japanese  are  old  hands  at  the  art  of  fly 
fishing,  and  as  those  who  know  them  are  aware, 
very  deft  and  skilful  in  the  use  of  their  hands. 
They  have  no  close  seasons ;  most  of  their  streams 
are  therefore  fished  practically  every  day  in  the 
year  by  men  who  depend  for  their  livelihood 
largely  on  their  catch  with  the  fly. 

Many,  if  not  most,  of  their  trout  streams  are 
as  clear  as  crystal ;  and  this,  in  connection  with 
the  constant  education  of  their  trout  by  un- 
interrupted fishing,  make  their  fish  extremely  shy 
and  wary,  and  should  be  almost  enough  to  prove 
that  whatever  method  they  successfully  employ 
under  the  difficult  conditions  existing  is  a  good 
and  worthy  method. 

Now  I  shall  proceed  to  try  to  describe  their 
method,  and  in  doing  so  shall  doubtless  ramble 
and  be  rather  lengthy,  so  prepare  yourself,  and 
use  your  discretion  as  to  cutting  and  curtailing. 

I  shall  begin  by  saying  that  three  of  us — all 
old  residents  of  Japan — finding  feathered  game 
greatly  reduced  by  its  constant  pursuit  in  the 
small  radius  of  twenty-five  miles  in  which  we 
foreigners  are  allowed  the  use  of  the  gun  near 
the  "  treaty  ports,"  were  led  to  go  in  for  trout 
fishing. 

We  had  often,  in  the  country  districts,  eaten 
trout  in  Japan ;  had  occasionally  seen  a  Japanese 
fisher  take  one ;  but  had  been  led  to  believe  that 
they  could  not  often  be  caught  on  the  artificial 
fly.  Many  fishermen — some  English  and  some 
American — of  varying  degrees  of  skUl,  had  tried 
in  their  own  way  to  catch  trout  with  the  fly ;  but 
reported,  almost  to  a  man,  that  it  could  not  be 
done,  and  that  the  Japanese  depended  on  nets  for 
their  main  supply.  Not  deten-ed  by  these  reports, 
we  began  a  careful  investigation  and  found  that, 
while  netting  and  trapping  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
much  used,  still  a  very  large  part  of  the  catch  was 
made  by  the  artificial  fly.  Thus  encouraged,  we 
ventui-ed  on  a  trial.  By  some  travelling  we 
discovered  a  stream  which,  after  a  rain,  grew  quite 
discoloured,  and  offered  conditions  apparently 
favourable  to  taking  trout  in  the  regular  method 
as  practised  in  England  and  America. 

One  of  our  trio  is  an  Englishman  and  a  very 
fair  fly  fisher,  having  fished  with  good  results,  as 
compared  to  those  fishing  at  the  same  time  as 
himself  in  the  streams  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales.  He  soon  began,  in  discoloured  water 
after  rain,  to  take  a  few  fish  in  the  regular  wet  fly 
style  of  fishing.  But  to  his  surprise,  and  on 
occasion  after  occasion,  he  found  that  after  he  had 
"  whipped  a  pool "  in  the  most  approved  style 
without  result,  his  Japanese  attendant  would  step 
on  the  same  rock  he  had  left,  and  take,  in  the 
Japanese  style,  several  good  fish  from  the  water 
he  had  gone  over.  This  occurred  not  once,  but 
always.  The  unvarying  result  of  this  competition 
of  varying  methods  led  me,  who  am  a  novice  at 
fly  fishing,  to  suspend  my  practice  at  the  regular 
method,  and  holding  myself  open  to  conviction, 
to  study  and  practice  the  Japanese  style.  I 
followed  and  carefully  watched  the  Japanese 


fishermen ;  and  shall  try  to  give  you,  from  my 
observation  and  carefully  made  notes,  a  descrip- 
tion, and,  I  hope,  an  explanation  of  their  method. 

First  as  to  tackle.  The  Japanese  fisher  selects 
from  a  grove  of  growing  bamboo  a  dry  shoot  of 
the  straightest  and  lightest  growth,  trims  the 
leaves  and  gets  a  rod  of  about  10ft.  to  13ft.,  witl 
a  top  tapering  to  the  fineness  of  a  small  cord,  ani 
just  as  impossible  to  break  at  the  end  by  bendin. 
as  it  would  be  to  break  a  fishing  line  by  simpl\ 
bending  it.  This  rod  is  fitted  to  a  lower  joint  ot 
bamboo  about  6ft.  to  8ft.  long,  chosen  so  that  tb< 
upper  joint  fits  snugly  into  the  hollow  end  of  tL' 
lower  piece.  This  gives  a  rod  of,  say,  16ft.  ti 
18ft.,  weighing  about  7oz.  to  9oz.  The  rod  it 
stiff  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  top,  where  it 
is  as  pliable  as  a  light  whip.  To  the  upper  end 
of  the  rod  is  attached  a  light  line,  usually  of  thre- 
horsehairs,  or  an  equal  thickness  of  silk,  som( 
12ft.  to  15ft.  long;  to  this  is  tied  the  thinncbi 
of  gut  leaders  about  5ft  long;  and  to  this  it 
fastened  a  single  fly.  Both  gut  and  line  an 
light  and  delicate.  The  flies  are  always  plaii; 
hackles,  and  only  two  shades  are  used,  grey  is  I 
yellow  and  reddish  brown.  The  bodies  vai) 
greatly,  and  at  the  individual  caprice  of  the  tyei 
who  is  expert  at  fly-tying,  and  can  usually  sit  bv 
the  brookside  and  tie  a  fly  in  a  very  few  minutes 

The  Japanese  fly  has  very  few  bristles  oi 
hackles,  and  these  are  tied  to  stand  perpendicii 
larly  to  the  shank  of  the  hook,  not  dropping  a> 
ours  do.  The  appearance  of  the  Japanese  fly  i> 
something  as  here  shown  as  compared  to  ours. 

The  method  of  casting  is  to  stand  at  the  broot 
side  or  in  the  brook,  and  cast  up  and  acrost 
directly  at  the  hole,  rock,  or  ripple  where  t)i( 
fisher,  who  knows  every  likely  lurking  spot,  think- 
the  trout  is  lying.  The  cast  is  made  by  a  quick, 
strong  motion  of  the  wrist  and  forearm,  the  rod 
not  going  back  beyond  the  perpendicular  and 
sharply  brought  down  and  forward  to  almost  th( 
horizontal ;  a  slight  twist  of  the  wrist  preventh 
snapping  the  fly  off.  This  cast  shoots  the  line, 
with  the  fly  at  the  end,  straight  out  across  the  water 
As  the  fly  drops  the  tip  is  slightly  raised  so  that 
the  fly,  and  the  fly  alone,  alights  on  the  stream 
literally  as  quietly  as  the  often  talked  of  "  thistle 
down."  At  once  the  fly  touches  the  water,  tht 
tip  of  the  rod  is  agitated  quickly,  but  slight!} 
and  gradually  elevated,  the  fly  making  a  series  ol 
little  jumps  and  struggles,  so  life-like  as  often  tt 
be  taken  by  the  onlooker  for  a  live  insect.  Only  ;i 
few  feet  of  water  are  covered,  and  then  the  fly  is- 
quickly  picked  off  with  another  cast  to  nearly  tht 
same  spot.  The  fly  is  never  allowed  to  sink  undei 
water,  but  is  kept  on  the  surface  and  in  almost 
constant  motion.  The  cast  is  repeated  again  and 
again  at  well-known  or  likely  places,  and  seems 
to  me  to  resemble  closely  Mr.  Taylor's  "  teasing," 
as  described  by  you. 

It  is  difficult  to  describe  in  words  the  operation 
of  the  fly,  and  probably  only  an  actual  witnessing 
of  it  can  fully  convey  the  true  style  and  the  life- 
like looks  of  the  struggling  insect.  Its  leaps  are 
very  short,  and  it  probably  never  moves  above  an 
inch  at  a  time,  and  usually  much  less.  The 
slight  struggling  motion  is  difficult  if  not  impos- 
sible to  convey  to  the  fly  with  om*  rods,  owing  to 
their  "  whippiness  "  and  pliability,  extending,  as 
it  does,  from  tip  to  butt.  The  length  of  our  trout 
rod  also  prevents  the  cast  extending  above  20ft. 
to  25ft.,  as  the  rod  must  be  lifted  so  that  no  line 
is  in  the  water ;  but  with  the  Japanese  tools  a 
cast  of  30ft.  to  about  40ft.  can  be  successfully 
made. 

This  roughly  outlines  the  method.  It  cannot 
be  mastered  at  the  first  effort,  but  requires  much 
practice  and  patience,  as  all  good  methods  do. 

I  may  say  that  after  watching  the  successful 
Japanese  fishers,  and  then  faithfully  practising,  1 
have  arrived  at  a  degi-ee  of  skill  which  (while  far 
short,  as  is  natural,  of  the  long-practised  and 
really  professional  Japanese  fishers)  enables  me  to 
catch  not  only  more  fish,  but  larger  fish  than  my 
friend  who  used  the  wet-fly  method. 

Careful  study  and  comparison  of  results  have 
now  led  all  of  us  to  adopt  the  Japanese  method, 
at  least  for  the  clear  water  and  middle  hours  of 
the  fishing  day. 

We  have  noticed  that  the  Japanese  fly-fisher 
takes  most  of  his  fish  between  the  hours  of  9  and 
4.30,  and  he  almost  invariably  rolls  up  his  line  as 
it  grows  dusk.  This  seems  to  agree  with  the  dry- 
fly  fishing,  which  is  reported  as  successful' largely, 
if  not  entirely,  in  the  "  middle  hours." 
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I  think  the  Japanese  method  is  superior  eren  to 
the  dry-fly  style,  and  for  the  following  reasons  : 
On  a  bright  day  in  clear  water  even  a  single  link 
of  the  finest  gut  floating  and  turning  in  the  moving 
stream  is  clearly  visible  to  the  fisherman's  skilled 
eye,  and  its  shadow  on  the  white  sand  of  the 
brook's  bottom  often  resembles  the  size  and  con- 
tortions of  a  sea  serpent.  It  seems  probable  the 
trout's  eye  is  at  least  as  sharp  and  quick  as  the 
human  eye.  The|lineand  gut  must  usually  pass 
over  the  feeding  fish  in  dry-fly-casting,  while  in 
the  Japanese  style  the  fly  only  touches  the  water, 
and  the  line  and  gut  are  often  (always  when 
possible)  pointing  in  a  straight  line  from  the  fisli 
into  the  {air,  and  visible  practically  only  in  cross 
section  and  behind  the  fly ;  while  the  shadow  of 
the  line  in  the  air  is  infinitely  less  than  lying  upon 
the  surface  surrounded  by  globules  of  the  water, 
which  increase  the  size  of  shadow. 

As  to  the  wet  or  drowned  fly  method,  I  can  only 
say  that  in  the  clear  water  in  which  we  fish  the 
few  fingerlings  which,  among  the  wary  inhabitants 
of  these  constantly  fished  waters,  are  found  to 
take  the  wet  fly  are  too  small  and  too  few  to  make 
it  worth  practising.  As  yet  the  smallest  English 
midges  on  the  finest  of  dry-fly  gut  have  failed  to 
deceive  the  feeding  fish  in  our  clear  water.  They 
pick  out  the  invisible  (to  us)  floating  gnat  within 
an .  inch  of  our  flies,  but,  except  for  a  very 
occasional  impressible  fingering,  leave  our 
daintiest  lures  severely  alone.  Still,  we  feel 
that  in  water  a  bit  discoloured  and  late  in  the 
day  there  may  be  chances  for  the  wet  or  dry  fly. 

I  could  give  instances  without  number  of  trials 
of  the  methods  side  by  side.  One  of  the  most 
marked  was  witnessed  by  our  party  of  three. 
Our  English  friend  carefiilly  whipped  a  fine  pool 
without  a  rise.  After  he  finished,  I,  who  am  as 
yet  but  a  duffer,  stepped  to  the  bank,  cast  some 
dozen  times  over  the  best  part  of  the  pool,  rose, 
struck,  and  landed  the  largest  trout  we  have  yet 
caught  in  our  sti-eam.  This  is  but  one  of  numerous 
cases,  and  is  mentioned,  I  suppose,  largely  from 
vanity — still,  it  helps  to  support  my  arguments 
for  the  new  method. — J.  0.  Averill,  in  Forest 
^  Stream. 

W  (To  be  continued.) 


THE  NEW  EDITION  OF  MR.  HAL- 
FORD'S  '^DRT  FLY  FISHING." 


We  are  glad  to  announce  that,  after  long  being 
out  of  print,  Messrs.  Vinton  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  will 
publish  early  in  April  an  entirely  new  and 
revised  edition  of  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  Mr. 
Frederic  Halford's  standard  work  on  the  subject. 
All  matter  in  the  book  will  be  brought  up  to 
date,  and  it  will  be  dedicated 

GEORGE  SELWTN  MARRYAT. 

All  dry  fly  anglers  will  look  for  the  appearance 
of  this  new  issue  with  much  interest. 


THE  NATURALIST'S  DIRECTORY 
FOR  1899. 


Me.  L.  Upcott  Gill,  170,  Strand,  has  just 
published  the  fifth  annual  revised  edition  of 
"  The  Naturalist's  Directory,"  at  the  popular 
price  of  one  shilling. 

In  this  edition  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
include  all  British  naturalists,  as  well  as  foreign 
and  colonial  lists,  and  the  work  is  invaluable  to 
all  collectors  and  students  of  natural  history. 
There  is  also  a  trade  directory,  list  of  societies, 
field  clubs  and  museums,  natural  science 
magazines,  books  of  the  year  on  the  subject. 
Anglers  have  to  ransack  the  world  for  feathers, 
and  we  advise  those  who  want  scarce  feathers  to 
make  a  note  of  this  most  carefully  produced 
Directory. 


MESSRS.   FARLOW'S  NEW 
CATALOGUE. 


This  new  catalogue  is  the  best  we  have  seen 
from  the  well-known  firm  in  the  Strand.  We 
notice  that  it  has  again  increased  in  number  of 
pages,  and  there  are  some"  novelties,  which  we 
shall  refer  to  next  week. 


EARLY  SEA  TROUT  ANGLING. 


With  the  advent  of  March  comes  the  early  sea 
trout  season  ;  not  that  there  is  any  run  of  heavy 
fish  (two,  three,  and  four-pounders),  but  shoals 
of  lithe,  lively,  silvery  finnock,  averaging  from 
^Ib.  to  lib.,  and  sometimes  a  little  over.  March 
and  April  are  the  best  months  for  these  maiden 
Salmo  trutta,  or  grilse  sea  trout. 

After  the  first  run  of  the  early  spring  salmon 
these  lively  little  fish  are  found  plentifully  enough 
in  the  estuaries  of  our  salmon  streams  all  round 
the  east  and  north  coasts,  and  give  delightfiil 
sport  on  the  fine  tackle  with,  which  they  must  be 
looked  for.  From  the  constantly  increasing 
demand  for  early  finnock  and  sea  trout  quarters, 
it  is  evident  that  the  game  qualities  of  this  most 
acceptable  little  fish  are  by  no  means  overlooked, 
and  that  their  value  as  a  sportive  and  edible  fish 
are  by  no  means  on  the  decline.  It  is  ratber  the 
case  that  the  popularity  of  early  finnock  fishing 
on  such  streams  and  rivers  as  afford  reliable  and 
certain  sport  is  in  the  ascendant,  and  that  the 
demand  in  the  near  future  for  sucb  favoured 
spots  will  be  as  keen,  comparatively  speaking,  as 
good  salmon  angling  is  at  present. 

True,  there  is  a  ran  of  finnock  in  the  autumn, 
but  then  they  are  not  nearly  so  sportive  as  a  rule, 
nor  so  readily  creeled  as  those  of  the  early  spring 
migration.  In  some  rivers  tbe  autumn  run  is 
even  more  abundant  by  far  than  the  early  spring 
run,  yet  the  same  baskets  are  seldom  made  unless 
in  exceptionally  wet  and  spatey  seasons. 

The  sea  trout  proper,  i.e.,  the  adult  fish, 
usually  put  in  an  appearance  witb  the  June  and 
July  grilse.  They  are  often  found  together  on 
the  nether  half  of  such  rivers  as  the  Dee  and 
Spey,  and  especially  in  the  tributary  streams 
running  into  them.  In  some  later  streams  it  is 
August  till  the  sea  trout  make  their  appearance, 
and  even  later  should  a  timely  flood  not  come  to 
help  their  inward  progress.  When  grilse  and 
sea  trout  run  simultaneously,  the  former  may 
form  the  angler's  objective  during  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning,  and  the  latter  during  the 
night,  especially  if  a  bit  of  a  breeze  spring  up, 
when  at  such  times  sport  comes  fast  and  furious, 
the  like  of  which  there  is  no  parallel  to  in  the 
realms  of  angling. 

From  now  right  on  to  the  end  of  April  the 
finnock  will  be  working  out  and  in  with  every 
tide  that  flows  and  ebbs.  They  go  in  shoals  of 
various  sizes,  from  the  small  driblet  of  a  dozen  or 
so  tiny  half-pounders  to  the  myriads  of  all  sorts 
and  sizes,  working  in  and  out  over  the  mussel  scalps 
and  shingle  beds,  growing  in  size  and  improving 
in  condition  as  the  season  advances  and  disap- 
pearing up  stream  as  mysteriously  and  suddenly 
as  the  rising  flood  or  the  favouring  wind  suits 
their  inclination.  Sometimes  they  seem  to  hang 
about  the  estuary  for  weeks  and  weeks  on  end, 
and  sometimes  they  disappear  en  masse  in  a 
night's  time,  and  their  favourite  haunts  seem 
deserted  till  another  shoal  or  two  takes  their  place. 

During  the  early  spring  months  of  March  and 
April  the  finnock  rise  freely  to  the  fly.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  season  there  is  nothing  to  beat 
the  March  Brown  as  the  taking  lure,  and 
especially  in  a  slight  breeze  of  wind.  If  the  water 
is  clear  the  tackle  must  be  of  the  lightest  sea 
trout  order,  but  the  flies  themselves  are  usually  of 
the  largest  patterns,  and  about  double  the  size  in 
the  eai'ly  days  of  March  compared  with  those 
which  will  be  found  most  acceptable  again  towards 
the  end  of  April.  Here  the  tempei-ature  seems  to 
rule  the  order  of  the  day  as  to  the  size  of  the  iron, 
much  after  the  same  fashion  as  in  spring  salmon 
angling,  and  as  the  thermometrical  readings  rise 
from  38  degrees  to  43  and  45,  so  must  the  sizes  of 
irons  decrease  in  a  like  ratio.  The  most  popular 
finnock  flight  of  three  hooks  in  these  northern 
parts  consists  of  a  March  Brown  as  a  trail,  which 
is  seldom  if  ever  changed.  It  may  be  renewed. 
In  fact,  sport  is  very  slack  indeed  if  one  does  not 
go  through  a  good  half  dozen  in  a  day ;  but  they 
are  all  duplicates.  As  droppers,  Lord  Saltoun 
holds  an  easy  first,  and  as  a  third  fly  or  a  fourth, 
as  the  case  may  be,  if  the  angler  prefers  four  of  a 
flight,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Zulu,  Blue  Jay,  Bumble, 
and  all  the  range  of  named  sea  trout  flies  are  at 
his  disposal  to  chose  from,  according  to  his  fancy 
or  local  leanings. 

There  are  upwards  of  150  named  sea  trout  flies, 
but  of  the  whole  range  of  these  the  most  popular 


for  early  sea  trout  angling  are  the  half  dozen  or 
so  referred  to  above,  and  the  March  Brown  in 
preference  to  all  others.  So  deadly  is  the  March 
Brown,  and  so  popular  with  finnock  fishers,  that 
when  fish  are  rising  freely  to  it  they  very  often 
have  three  of  them  at  the  same  time  on  their 
flight. 

When  the  finnock  has  taken  to  the  fresh  waters 
out  of  the  tidal  reaches,  he  affords  as  brisk  spoii 
as  when  chasing  and  feeding  on  the  crastacea 
below,  but  may  be  a  little  shier  to  rise.  The  best 
baskets  are  then  made  overnight,  and  the  tackle 
need  not  be  of  the  same  delicate  character.  Less 
law,  and  so  stronger  stuff.  The  finnock,  like  its 
progenitor,  comes  with  a  jerky  pull.  He  continues 
the  jerk,  dashing  here  and  there,  and  tearing  out 
a  few  yards  of  line  at  every  dash.  When  the 
series  of  dashes  and  jerks  have  been  expended, 
and  the  winding  in  or  tightening  up  process  com- 
mences, then  the  surface  gyrations  so  character- 
istic of  the  tribe  have  their  sway,  indicating  the 
determination  to  die  hard  and  game  to  the 
very  last.  It  is  at  these  surface  floppings  that 
the  tyro  at  finnock  and  sea  trout  angling  loses 
nerve  and  head  too,  and,  thinking  he  is  playing 
the  fish  too  tightly,  yields  up  line — a  most  fatal 
proceeding  usually,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten 
results  in  the  hold  giving  way,  and  the  loss  of 
the  fish.  With  little  experience,  however,  which 
of  course  is  usually  dearly  bought,  he  soon  learns 
that  when  the  gyrations  and  lashing  on  the  sur- 
face has  been  performed  for  the  space  of  a  minute 
or  two  on  a  tight,  or  even  tightening,  line,  the 
sooner  the  landing  net  is  under  the  quarry  the 
better;  or,  if  fishing  from  the  bank,  he  backs 
easily,  yet  steadily,  and  safely  brings  his  un- 
willing guest  ashore. 

When  fresh  from  the  sea,  there  is  nothing  in 
nature  to  rival  the  sheen  of  the  armour  with 
which  the  finnock  and  sea  trout  are  so  thickly 
coated,  but  they  soon  lose  their  dainty  colour  in 
the  fresh  water,  much  more  so  than  a  fresh  ran 
salmon  or  grilse  would  do  in  the  same  time, 
although  there  are  differences  here,  as  in  many 
other  details,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  river 
they  affect. 

On  Saturday  last,  the  2oth  ult.,  the  last  batch 
of  salmon  rivers  in  Scotland  were  freed  of  the 
legal  fetters  of  the  close  season,  including  the 
Tthan,  Ugie,  and  Cruden  Burn  in  the  north,  and 
the  Solway  streams  in  the  south,  of  Scotland. 

The  Tthan  and  Ugie  are  minor  salmon  streams 
compared  with  the  Tweed,  Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey,  but 
they  are  par  excelUnce  the  finest  early  sea  trout 
and  finnock  streams  in  the  kingdom.  There  may 
be  better  autumn  reaches  in  the  Kyles  and  insular 
fisheries,  but  it  will  take  a  lot  of  beating  to  get 
any  to  come  near  the  Tthan,  and  especially  the 
Ugie,  as  sea  trout  and  finnock  fisheries  on  the 
mainland.  The  Findhom  is  good,  and  the  Lossie 
yields  a  considerable  amount  of  sport,  to  which 
may  be  added  the  Deveron,  Don,  and  such  like, 
when  there  is  a  bit  of  flood  on ;  but  the  Tthan, 
with  its  miles  of  estuary  and  tidal  influence,  and 
the  Ugie,  with  its  long  winding  sandy  course,  seem 
specially  marked  out  as  the  favourite  haunts  of 
this  second  cousin  to  Sahno  salar,  as  far  as 
average  size  is  concerned,  and  full  brother  when 
its  game  and  edible  qualities  come  into  play. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  notice  that  while  the 
interests  of  many  splendid  salmon  streams  are 
being,  and  have  been,  so  sadly  neglected,  that  their 
rentals  are  not  now  woi-th  half  or  even  the 
quarter  of  what  was  easily  got  a  few  years  back, 
such  as  many  reaches  of  the  Don  and  Spey, 
those  interested  in  the  success  of  such  famous 
finnock  and  sea  trout  waters  as  the  Ugie  are  alive 
to  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  have  been  quietly, 
but  surely  and  effectively,  putting  theu*  house  in 
order  against  the  growing  popularity  and  increas- 
ing demand  for  early  sea  trout  angling. 

Colonel  Ferguson,  of  Pilfour,  in  East  Aberdeen- 
shire, has  been  most  approachable  in  the  matter ; 
and  a  brief  summary  of  what  has  been  done  to 
enhance  the  value  of  this  little  river  may  be  a 
help  to  others  similarly  situated,  and  a  stimulus 
to  go  and  do  likewise.  But,  in  addition,  as  the 
benefits  are  to  be  open  to  all,  such  public -spirited 
benefiience  should  be  as  widely  known  as  possible, 
in  order  that  tourists,  anglers  especially,  and 
those  at  a  distance,  who  have  a  preference  for 
such  royal  sport  as  the  sea  trout  and  finnock 
afford,  may  know  where  to  pitch  their  tent. 

The  fishings  extend  from  the  village  of  Long- 
side  to  the  sea,  a  distance  of  over  eight  miles. 
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The  former  tacksmen's  lease  having  expired,  a 
gentleman,  a  native  of  Peterhead,  now  in  Edin- 
burgh, secured  a  lease  for  a  term  of  years  wholly 
for  angling  purposes.  He  has  placed  the  manage- 
ment in  the  hands  of  a  local  committee  to  let 
them  by  day  (2s.  6d.),  month,  or  season  ticket,  as 
may  be  desired.  The  nets  being  removed,  and  the 
pools  properly  staked  against  poaching,  additional 
watchers  have  also  been  placed,  trees  removed, 
and  dykes  and  weirs  improved,  so  as  to  provide 
easy  access  for  the  fish  to  the  pools  above ;  30,000 
eyed  ova,  partly  S.  levenensis  and  partly  S. 
ferox  levenensis,  are  in  the  hatchery  at  Inverugie 
House,  and  these  will  be  distributed  throughout 
the  river  when  fry  are  ripe  for  removal.  Under 
the  new  and  improved  conditions  of  treatment 
the  Ugie  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular 
streams,  along  with  the  Ythan,  for  early  sea  trout 
angling.  G.  M. 


FRONTISPIECE  TO  "THE  ANGLER'S 
COMPANION/' 


One  of  the  most  charming  illusti'ations  we 
know  in  any  book  on  angling  is  that  entitled  "  A 
Day's  Fishing,"  which  formed  the  frontispiece  to 
the  1847  edition  of  "  The  Angler's  Companion," 
by  the  late  Thomas  Tod  Stoddart.    It  was  drawn 


come  curling  on  its  sandy  flats  like  a  miniature 
sea.  I  have  seen  it  peppered  with  hailstones  like 
peas ;  and  I  have  seen  it  as  thick  as  soup,  and 
clear  as  crystal.  In  a  passing  thunderstorm  I 
have  seen  it  look  as  black  as  ink  ;  anon,  gleam  in 
the  sun  like  molten  silver,  too  bright  to  gaze  upon 
I  have  seen  a  fog  lift  from  it,  revealing  a  faii-y 
scene  such  as  no  theatre  ever  displayed.  I  have 
listened  to  its  murmurs  at  all  hours,  and  once  I  saw 
it  a  mass  of  ice  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  with 
not  a  hole  large  enough  for  a  waterfowl  to  dip  in.  I 
have  crunched  along  across  miles  of  frozen  snow 
on  its  banks,  and  speared  eels  in  its  muddy 
depths ;  in  short,  for  years,  in  every  aspect  and 
every  charming  change,  it  was  to  me  a  companion 
and  a  friend.  And  to  sit  by  the  old  river's  bank 
in  the  still  quiet  of  a  summer's  evening,  with  rod 
in  hand  watching  my  quill,  with  nothing  to 
disturb  the  stillness  but  the  splash  of  a  leaping 
barbel  or  the  peculiar  cry  of  a  moorhen,  when 
cattle  might  be  seen  standing  in  the  shallows  cool- 
ing themselves,  quietly  flicking  the  flies  off  with 
their  tails,  and  the  swallows  skimming  the 
surface,  was  the  greatest  happiness  of  my  life. 
The  old  grandad  would  bring  home  some  beauti- 
ful barbel ;  another  relative,  a  splendid  take  of 
bream  ;  the  fat  exciseman,  a  grand  lot  of  roach  ; 
or  old  Jack  Sharp,  the  sweep,  a  lovely  dish  of 
sparkling  dace.    Enough  !    This  was  more  than 


Feontispiece  to  "  The  Anoleb's  Companion." 
By  Thomas  Tod  Stoddart. 


by  James  Giles,  R.S.A.,  and  engraved  by  Thomas 
Steuart.  Of  course  our  reproduction  is  not  so 
good  as  the  original,  but  will  give  a  good  idea  of 
it.  We  lent  the  block  for  the  menu  and  toast 
list  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club's  annual  dinner. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  OLD  RIVER, 
ETC. 


So  soon  as  1  could  hold  a  rod — or,  rather, 
willow- withe,  for  this  was  my  first  rod — and  land 
a  fish,  I  gave  up  that  back-aching  job  catching 
stone  loach  in  the  village  dyke  and  carrying 
about  a  glass  bottle  three-parts  full  of  water,  in 
which  to  put  my  much  cherished  red  throats.  In 
spring,  summer,  autumn,  and  winter  I  was  never 
more  happy  than  when  I  was  wandering  along 
the  banks  of  the  famous  old  river,  or  wading  and 
swimming  in  its  waters.  What  have  I  not  gone 
through  for  it?  The  meals  1  lost,  and  the 
thrawbings  I  suffered  !  I  have  seen  it  under  many 
conditions.  When,  for  instance,  it  has  been  bank 
full,  and  the  broad  and  mighty  torrent  sweeping 
onward  in  all  its  strength  and  glory  to  the  sea. 
I'cr  contra,  like  a  sheet  of  ^'lass,  and  calm  as  a 
wayside  pond.     When  the  cre*(ed  waves  have 


I  could  stand,  and  the  vei'y  next  day  I  would 
absent  myseK  from  school  at  all  risks,  and  try 
and  emulate  these  clever  anglers,  for  it  goes 
without  saying,  they  were  clever.  Sometimes  I 
escaped,  but  frequently  I  did  not.  That  malicious, 
sharp,  cruel  "  Snuffy  Gray  "  would  question  me 
very  closely,  and  on  one  unfortunate  occasion,  I 
was  fool  enough  to  say  that  I  had  been  getting 
carrots  for  the  cow,  at  a  period  when  one  could 
not  have  obtained  a  carrot  for  love  or  money. 

This  man,  whom  I  detested  from  the  very 
bottom  of  my  soul,  who  had  made  striking  the 
■hand  with  a  long,  rather  thin  ruler  a  special 
study,  never  said  a  word,  but  called  on  the 
governor  and  told  him  the  excuse  I  had  made  for 
being  absent.  "  Carrots,  carrots,"  said  the  pater ; 
"  I  have  not  a  single  carrot  in  the  place ;  give 

the  little  d  a  good  hiding."  Accordingly, 

for  days  I  suffered  the  gi-eatest  pain  in  my 
fingers — but  I  am  digressing. 

in  due  time  I  saw  that  the  anglers  referred  to 
above  were  clever,  for  they  studied  everything  in 
connection  with  their  beloved  sport,  and  they 
made  the  most  of  every  opportunity.  The  river 
being  in  what  they  termed  "  good  ply,"  they  left 
no  stone  unturned  to  ensure  success.  The  fact  is, 
all  these  men  being  born  anglers,  they  had  learnt 


from  experience,  not  only  where  the  various  fish 
were  to  be  found  at  certain  periods  of  the  year, 
but  the  best  baits  with  which  to  catch  them, 
always,  of  course,  taking  into  their,  calculations 
the  state  of  the  water  and  the  temperature ;  and 
although  their  rods,  reels,  and  lines  could  not  be 
compared  with  those  of  the  present  time,  I  noticed 
that  they  always  made  a  point  of  using  the  finest 
gut  they  could  obtain  consistently  with  safety. 
Another  thing  I  was  struck  with  was  the  trouble 
"ode  Jarge"  always  took  with  his  worms,  all  of 
which  he  and  his  grandsons  gathered.  He  would 
never  have  more  than  a  certain  quantity  in  each 
tub  or  pancheon.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  too 
many  are  put  in  a  pancheon  or  tub  without  sufficient 
moss,  they  soon  become  heated  and  turn  sickly. 
He  would  have  about  400  in  a  largish  tub,  with 
plenty  of  moss,  and  in  the  height  of  summer, 
about  every  fourth  day,  he  would  turn  out  all  the 
worms  and  moss  from  each  tub,  put  in  a  fresh 
supply  of  damp  moss  pressed  pretty  well  down, 
and  then  put  the  old  moss  with  all  the  worms  on 
the  top,  and  all  those  worms,  except  the  half  dead 
and  sickly  ones,  soon  worked  down  into  the  fresh 
moss,  the  stale  moss  was  then  removed,  and  bo 
his  worms  were  always  clean,  bright,  tough,  in 
good  condition,  perfect  in  colour,  and  a  treat  to 
look  at.  In  gathering,  say,  2000  lobs,  dew,  or 
squirrel-tailed  worms,  as  they  are  sometimes 
called,  the  young  angler  wUl  be  certain  to  find  a 
considerable  number  in  his  pail  or  can  much 
smaller,  shorter,  and  brighter  in  colour  than 
most  of  the  remainder,  every  one  of  which 
are  without  the  knot  or  cliteUus,  and  there 
may  be  from  twenty  -  eight  to  thirty  -  two 
rings  in  front  of  the  clitellus,  and  106  behind  it. 
Those  worms,  then,  that  do  not  possess  the  knot 
or  smooth  glistening  brown  part  so  different  in 
appearance  from  the  rest  of  the  worm,  are 
commonly  called  maiden-lobs,  and  should  be 
picked  out  from  the  others,  and  kept  in  a  vessel 
to  themselves,  with  plenty  of  damp,  clean,  well- 
washed  moss,  with  the  water  squeezed  out  of  it 
like  a  sponge,  and  they  should  be  used  for  the 
hook  alone.  This  will  save  him  no  end  of  bother 
and  trouble. 

General  remarks. — If  the  novice  wishes  to  be- 
come a  clever  angler,  he  should  take  every  oppor- 
tunity he  can,  and  carefully  watch  experts  at  the 
game,  be  they  pegging  for  bi-eam,  paying  out 
line  for  dace  or  barbel.  Lea  reaching,  ledgering 
with  or  without  a  float,  &c.  Books  may  be  ail  very 
well  in  their  way,  but  seeing  a  thing  carried  out 
m  a  clever,  finished  style,  with  the  most  perfect 
appliances,  creates  a  greater  interest  in  the  mind, 
a  more  intense  desire  as  it  were  to  learn,  than  the 
most  carefully  and  cleverly  written  dissertation. 

When  he  has  spotted  his  man,  let  the  tyro  rivet 
his  eyes  upon  hiia  and  mark  his  every  movement, 
from  baiting  his  hook  to  striking  a  fish  40yds.  off. 
Not  only  will  the  observant  novice,  desii-ous  of 
becoming  an  expert,  carefully  note  the  baits  used 
and  how  they  are  put  on  the  hook  to  the  best 
advantage,  but  he  will  make  any  sacrifice  and 
never  rest  until  he  possesses  similar  articles, 
without  which  all  his  striving  after  excellence  will, 
to  a  very  great  extent,  be  thrown  away.  By 
comparing  one  angler's  style  with  another,  even  a 
novice  may  soon  see  whether  a  man  be  a  bungler 
or  not.  I  mention  this  in  passing,  because  I  have 
been  surprised  at  the  number  of  so-called  anglers 
I  have  met  who  have  been  unable  to  perform  the 
very  simple  operation  of  baiting  the  hook  with 
a  worm.  Other  anglers,  again,  have  been  as 
helpless  as  children  Tvhen  they  have  caught  an 
eel,  coolly  holding  it  off  the  ground  and  so 
allowing  it  to  tie  the  gut  in  any  number  of  knots 
instead  of  dropping  it  on  the  ground  and  seveiing 
its  backbone  with  a  penknife.  Others,  again, 
have  been  as  much  abroad  in  the  kneading  of 
ground- bait  to  a  proper  consistency  to  suit  the 
current  or  shots ;  casting  a  bait,  ledger,  float,  or 
pellet,  striking  either  when  ledgering  or  floating, 
plumbing  the  depth,  and  even  in  unhooking  fish, 
&c.  Therefore,  to  the  novice  I  say  spot  your 
man,  and  whether  he  be  a  Woodard,  Wheeley, 
Walbran,  or  Wallis,  wateh  him  intently ;  and,  let 
him  never  rest  until  he  has  mastered  every 
difficulty  and  every  drawback,  and  it  is  just 
possible  that  in  oourse  of  time  he  may  become  as 
clever  as  any  of  them.  Old  Anolek. 


Amkhican  Books  — a  catalogue  of  Ajmorican  booko  In  vsrlou" 
departmeiilB  of  literature  can  he  had  of  Sarapnon  Low,  MaraloD 
A  Oo.,  LImitad,  St.  Dnnfitan's  .    use,  F  itter  Lane,  Loalin 
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THE  AUSTRALIAN  WHALING 
INDUSTRY. 


At  one  time  it  was  anticipated  that  whaling 
would  become  a  staple  Avistralian  industry,  but 
the  almost  universal  use  of  kerosene  for  domestic 
and  other  purposes  has  so  decreased  the  demand 
.  for  sperm  and  other  oils,  that  not  even  the 
heavily-enhanced  price  of  whalebone,  occasioned 
by  its  scarcity,  affords  much  inducement  for  the 
prosecution  of  whaling  in  Australian  waters, 
despite  the  abundance  of  the  animal  during 
certain  periods  of  the  year.  The  Australian 
whaling  industry  dates  from  the  earliest  years  of 
settlement,  but,  according  to  Mr.  Coghlan, 
Government  Statistician  of  New  South  Wales,  it 
was  not  until  1823  that  Austi'alian  whale  oil  was 
mentioned  in  British  official  records.  In  that 
year  entries  were  made  in  the  English  Custom- 
house of  sperm  oil  imported  from  the  colonies, 
chiefly  from  Sydney,  although  the  whole  quantity 
so  introduced  was  only  6083  tuns,  the  colonial  oil 
being  partly  the  produce  of  vessels  fitted  out  for 
the  trade  from  Sydney  and  Van  Diemen's  Land. 
In  all  probability  this  oil  was  that  obtained  fi-om 
the  black,  or  right  whale,  the  breeding-grounds 
of  which  animal  were  to  be  found  in  Cook's 
Straits,  where  what  in  whaling  parlance  were 
termed  "  shore  parties "  established  themselves 
for  the  purpose  of  killing  the  whale,  the  produce 
of  which  was  sent  on  to  Sydney.  The  value  of 
the  trade  in  whale  oil  may  be  appreciated  from 
the  fact  that  during  the  year  1827  the  total 
quantity  imported  into  England  was  5552  tuns ; 
and  in  1828  the  total  produce  of  the  New  South 
Wales  fisheries  alone  was  298  tuns  of  sperm  oil, 
50  tuns  of  black  oil,  118  tuns  of  the  oil  of  the  sea- 
elephant,  and  76i7  sealskins.  The  English 
import  fluctuated  considerably,  but  reached  its 
maximum  in  1831,  when  it  was  recorded  as  7605 
tuns.  In  1830,  no  less  than  seventeen  ships 
belonging  to  Port  Jackson  were  engaged  in 
whaling,  a  number  which  had  grown  to  thirty- 
five  in  1833,  and  in  1834  to  forty,  the  largest 
vessel  being  of  365  tons,  and  the  smallest  of 
iO  tons  burthen.  In  the  first  years  of  the 
colony's  history  the  sperm  and  black  oil  fisheries, 
particularly  the  former,  presented  a  fair  field  for 
j  the  investment  of  capital  on  a  large  scale ;  but  by 
I  this  time  the  sums  embarked  in  the  industry 
I  were  so  considerable  that  further  enterprize  had 
little  encouragement.  Moreover,  the  immediate 
,  returns  were  of  so  precarious  a  character,  and 
the  risks  and  losses  so  serious,  that  a  speedy  and 
steady  return  for  capital  invested  could  not  be 
J  expected,  and  speculators  preferred  to  put  their 
money  into  pastoral  pursuits ;  wool  always 
paying  better  than  whale  oil.  The  value  of  the 
whale  fishery  to  Australia  in  1834  may  be  seen 
from  the  fact  that  while  the  vessels  sailing  from 
Sydney  numbered  forty,  the  total  number 
engaged  from  English  ports  in  whaling  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  was  ninety,  of  from  300  to  400 
tons  burthen.  In  1839,  no  less  than  1229  tuns  of 
black  oil,  valued  at  £41,341,  were  exported, 
principally  to  Great  Britain ;  and  1279  tuns  of 
sperm  oil,  valued  at  £111,280.  In  1840,  the 
importation  of  sperm  oil  into  Great  Britain  was 
5,722  tuns,  of  which  quantity  1719  tuns  were 
from  Australia,  exceeding  slightly  the  importation 
from  America,  which  was  1717  tuns,  but  the 
latter  had  to  pay  the  high  duty  on  foreign  "  take  " 
of  £24  V)3.  per  tun.  With  the  reduction  of  the 
duty,  the  Australian  industry  began  to  sufiier, 
being  handicapped  by  expenses  and  difficulties 
from  which  American  and  other  whalers  were 
free.  The  practice  of  Australian  whalers  of 
killing  the  calves,  in  order  to  secure  the  capture 
of  the  mothers,  did  great  damage  to  the  fishery 
by  wastefully  thinning  out  the  product,  and  in 
1843  the  animal  was  remarked  as  becoming  some- 
what ahy  and  scarce  in  the  Southern  seas.  By 
the  year  1847,  when  the  industry  had  died  out 
entirely  in  Tasmania,  it  was  noted  that  it  was 
likewise  declining  in  southern  waters  generally, 
and  that  Australian  shipping  was  engaging  more 
exclusively  in  colonial  trade,  although  many  craft 
were  atill  at  work  in  whaling  on  different  parts  of 
the  coast ;  and  the  "  take  "  for  years  afterwards 
compri.sed  an  export  of  mucli  value.  In  1850  this 
amounted  to  576  tuna  of  sperm  and  J6  tuns  of 
bla/:k  oil,  and  nearly  14  tons  of  whalebone, 
together  of  a  total  value  of  about  £29,000 ;  while 
during  the  follorwing  year  the  export  was  588i 
tuna  of  sperm  and  13  tuns  of  black  oil,  and 


nearly  67  tons  of  whalebone,  together  of  a  value 
of  close  upon  £26,000.  The  value  of  the  total  quan- 
tity of  whale  oil  exported  from  New  South  Wales 
has  been  estimated  at  about  £3,000,000,  and  from 
Tasmania  at  about  £1,200,000.  Early  in  the 
fifties  the  whaling  industry  gravitated  to  New 
Zealand,  which  was  found  to  be  central  to  the 
fisheries  in  the  south  seas,  and  a  convenient 
position  for  the  establishment  of  "  shore  "  parties. 
Indeed,  to  this  day  it  is  usual  for  old  whalers  to 
animadvert  on  the  New  Zealand  method  of 
securing  the  cretacean  as  having,  more  than  any- 
thing else,  conduced  to  the  diminution  of  the 
animal  in  southern  seas,  although  it  is  as 
abundant  as  ever  in  the  Antarctic  ocean.  The 
New  Zealand  fishery  was  initiated  by  Captain 
Eames,  from  Auckland  Harbour,  early  in  the 
year  1852 ;  but  the  decline  in  the  industry  was 
henceforward  very  rapid.  In  1850  thei'e  were  up- 
wards of  400  whaling  vessels  in  the  southern  seas 
alone ;  while  in  1872  there  were  but  seventy-two 
ships  in  the  middle  ground.  In  fact,  the  fishery 
totally  died  out ;  but  of  late  years  it  has  again 
attracted  attention,  and  a  small  number  of  vessels 
prosecute  the  industry  during  the  season,  their 
general  success  showing  what  might  be  done,  if  a 
means  could  be  devised  for  extending  a  market  for 
whale  oil,  the  falling  off  of  the  wholesale  slaugh- 
ter of  whales  having  led  to  their  increase  in 
number  in  various  places  most  free  from  the 
intrusion  of  man.  John  Plttmmer. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  C.  Butler  presided  most  genially  over  Monday's 
meeting,  and  \(a3  supported  by  a  goodly  company  of 
members.  Angling  experiences  were  related  by  those  who 
had  been  suflBciently  venturesome  to  brave  the  frost  and 
cold.  Mr.  W.  T.  Gomm,  who  sent  up  a  fine  shaped  pike 
of  171b.,  reported  that  he  had  done  well  amongst  the 
"scourge  and  tyrant  of  the  watery  plains"  at  Christ- 
church,  having  taken,  besides  the  one  exhibited,  others  of 
131b.  8oz.  and  121b.,  with  several  smaller  below  those 
weights.  It  may  be  mentioned,  by  the  way,  that  the  otter 
which  Mr.  Gomm  was  good  enough  to  present  to  the 
society  a  short  time  since,  has  been  received.  It  has  been 
beautifully  preserved,  and  will  form  a  handsome  addition 
to  the  museum.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  had  good  news  for 
trout  fishers,  inasmuch  as  he  stated  that  there  was  a  nice 
lot  of  fish  showing  in  the  Moor  stream  at  Newbury. 
Indeed,  he  had  "marked  down"  several  for  April  1 ! 
Dr.  Patterson,  at  Tring,  had  creeled  any  quantity  of  pike, 
but,  strange  to  say,  all  were  comparatively  small  in  size, 
the  biggest  being  a  fish  of  some  61b.  odd.  One  fish  he 
opened  had  no  fewer  than  eleven  small  roach  inside  it !  Quel 
gourmand  !  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  had  taken  a  71b.  pike 
in  the  Kennet,  and  as  regards  the  Society's  new  water  at 
Uxbridge,  both  Mr.  E.  Bradford  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Matthews 
gave  flattering  accounts  of  it,  the  last  named  gentleman 
having  made  a  heavy  bag  of  fine  roach  when  last  he  visited 
the  fishery.  Mr.  C.  H.  O'Dowd  intended  to  have  treated 
the  members  to  one  of  those  splendid  displays  of  chub 
which  have  ao  often  been  the  admiration  and  envy  of  his 
brother  Piscatorials.  L'homme  propose,  ^''c.  He  fished 
till  midday  at  Datohet  on  Monday,  but  the  water  was 
running  at  such  a  terrific  pace  that  chubbing  had  to  be 
abandoned.  He  only  had  one  small  fish,  and  afterwards 
tried  for  perch  and  roach.  He  had  some  good  specimens 
of  the  former,  and  any  number  of  roach  which  weie  madly 
on  the  feed.  In  three  hours  201b.  weight  of  the  red  fins 
fell  to  hia  rod,  though  none  were  of  any  particular  size. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  was  responsible  for  a  small  pike.  He 
gave  some  amusing  items  of  news  from  La  pcche  modcrne, 
and  told  a  funny  jack  story  which  was  warranted  to  be 
absolutely  veracious.  Mr.  Evans  was  soon  on  his  legs  with 
a  real  "  banger."  So  the  evening  passed  in  a  most 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  manner,  and  was  fittingly  closed 
witli  the  never  omitted  toasts  of  "  absentfriends,"  and  the 
chairman.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  usual  ordinary  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at 
the  Cannon  Street  Hotel,  on  Wednesday,  March  1.  Mr. 
Henry  J.  Moore  in  the  chair.  Eeports  from  stations  were 
read.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  reported  the  pier  fishing  at 
Southend  as  very  poor.  Mr.  Wood  reported  that  at 
Southwick,  on  Sunday,  one  local  man  made  a  small  catch. 

Mr.  Tucker  reported  fishing  at  Dover,  but  only  small 
catches  of  pollack.  He  found  the  new  bronze  wire  lines 
superb,  especially  while  railing.  The  water,  especially  in 
shore,  was  moat  unusually  cnld. 

A  general  discusbion  ensued,  and  the  chairman  gave 
notice  that  on  Wednesday  next,  March  8,  Mr.  C.  O. 
Mirichin  would  lecture  on  lobsters,  crdbs,  and  shrimps, 
and  requested  members  having  eons  to  bring  them  as 
visitors. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
meeting.  Charles  8.  Patterso.n  (Hon.  Sec  ) 


CREWE  No.  1  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  members  of  the  above  society  held  their  annual 
dinner  at  the  Royal  Hotel  on  Saturday  evening  last, 
Feb.  25,  when  about  170  members  and  friends  sat  down  to 
an  ample  repast  provided  by  i^Irs.  Welch,  which  was  of  the 


usual  standard  of  excellence.  At  the  conclusion  ot  the 
dinner  the  cloths  were  removed,  and  a  meetine  was  held, 
which  was  presided  over  by  the  popular  precident  of  the 
Society,  Mr.  Wallace  Lumb,  3  P.,  who  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  J.  Edwards,  C.C.  (Ilaslington  Hall),  E.  Cole 
(eeoretary),  Abram  (Crewe),  E.  Bowers  (N'antwich),  L. 
Boyle  (Nantwich),  J.  Harding  (N'antwich),  Atherton 
(Wigan),  Gibfon  (Wol8tanwo^d),  Bolderstone  (Wolstan- 
wood),  G.  Welch  (Harleston),  J.  Welch  (Worleston), 
H.  Price  (sjcretary  Free  Anglers'),  J.  Wright  (chairman 
Izaak  Walton),  A.  Butt,  W.  Jones,  E.  Blore,  and  E. 
Speare.  The  following  free  life  members  were  also 
present  :  Messrs.  P.  McCluskey,  J.  Fotherby,  J.  Kil- 
shaw  and  J.  Settle.  Several  letters  apologising  for  the 
absence  of  various  gentlemen  were  read,  including  the  ex- 
Mayor  (Councillor Pedley),  J.  W.  Wilding,  A.  N.  Hornby, 
W.  Eardley  (president  Izaak  Walton  A  8.),  Poole  (Mar- 
bury  Hall),  C.  P.  Eoberts  (president  Xorthern  Anglers' 
Association),  Mr.  Bedford  (secretary  Northern  Anglers' 
Association).  A  telegram  was  also  received  from  Mr. 
Sutherland,  J.P.  (Wigan),  regretting  his  inability  to 
attend.  The  chairman  proposed  "  The  Queen  and  the 
Eoyal  Family,"  which  was  enthusiastically  honoured. 
The  chairman  next  submitted  "  The  Army,  Navy,  and 
Eeserve  Forces,"  which  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  E. 
Evans,  chairman  of  the  society.  Mr.  J.  Wright  (chair- 
min  of  the  Izaak  Walton  A.S.)  in  proposing  "Success 
to  the  Crewe  No.  1  Angling  Society,"  said  it  was  a  source 
of  great  eatiffaction  to  them  to  know  that  such  a  good 
feeling  existed  amongst  the  different  angling  societies  in 
the  town.  They  all  recognised  that  it  was  only  by 
joining  together  and  assisting  one  another  that  they  could 
increase  the  privileges  they  at  present  enjoyed,  and  pro- 
mote the  best  interests  of  their  respective  associations,  and 
he  coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  of  the  President  (Mr. 
Wallace  Lumb).  Mr.  Lumb,  who  had  an  enthusiastic 
greeting,  said  for  the  twenty-third  successive  year  it  fell 
to  his  lot  to  appear  before  them  as  the  President  of  the 
No.  1  Angling  Society.  There  had  never  existed  the 
slightest  friction  between  himself  and  the  other  ofiicers  of 
the  society,  and,  speaking  for  the  other  members  generally, 
it  was  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  that  during  the 
whole  of  the  twenty-three  years  there  had  not  been  a 
single  abuse  of  the  privileges  which  were  granted  to  them 
to  fish  in  various  waters  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  town,  as  well  as  in  the  out  districts.  He  did  esteem 
it  a  great  honour  to  be  permitted  year  after  year  to  occupy 
the  position  of  president.  He  also  gave  a  brief  history  of 
the  society  for  the  benefit  of  the  younger  members, 
which  was  very  much  enjoyed.  Mr.  Lumb  afterwards 
distributed  the  prizes  to  those  who  had  been  successful  in 
the  club's  competition,  the  recipients  being  as  follows  : 
Mr.  W.  Butt,  champion  prize  for  the  year  for  roach  (a 
copper  kettle),  with  second  aad  third  for  roach,  third  for 
chub,  and  third  for  dace.  Mr.  G.  Capel,  first  and  second 
for  trout,  and  an  extra  prize  of  lOa.  <jd.  for  best  trout, 
given  by  J.  W.  Wilding,  and  second  prize  for  chub.  Mr. 
H.  Leigh,  first  for  chub,  and  an  extra  prize  given  by  Mr. 
Kettell,  and  second  for  dace.  Mr.  J.  Hughes,  first  for 
bream,  first  for  gudgeon,  first  and  second  for  ruffe.  Mr. 
J.  Shenton,  first  and  second  for  pike.  Mr.  J.  Dtmn,  first 
for  dace,  and  an  extra  prize  of  lOs.  6d.,  given  by  a  friend. 
Mr.  F.  Martin,  first  and  second  for  rudd.  Mr.  T.  Latham, 
first  for  perch,  also  Mr.  Manley's  sealed  prize,  which  feU 
to  best  perch.  Mr.  E.  Ford,  second  for  perch.  Mr. 
Jackson,  third  for  pike.  Mr.  F.  Talbot,  third  for  trout. 
During  the  evening  a  capital  musical  programme  was  gone 
through,  and  was  much  enjoyed.  Mr.  Athfrton,  of  Wigan, 
acquitted  himself  most  successfully  in  the  two  popular 
songs,  "  Down  in  the  Deep  "  and  "  In  Cellar  Cool,"  and 
other  songs  were  given  by  Mr.  Townly ;  and  the  meeting 
closed  by  the  company  singing  the  National  Anthem. 

G.  Capel. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

A  MEETING  of  the  general  committee  was  held  on 
Monday  last,  when  arrangements  were  completed  for  the 
Central's  annual  smoking  concert,  which  is  to  take  place 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday,  March  20th,  when  Mr.  Walter  Emden,  J.P., 
L.C  C,  has  kindly  consented  t  (preside.  A  capital  list 
of  talented  artisiei  was  submitted,  and  the  programme 
arranged,  will,  it  is  confidently  antioipited,  prove  worthy 
of  the  high  merits  of  the  association.  An  application 
was  received  from  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins  soliciting  a  donation 
towards  the  Eiver-keepers'  Dinner  Fund,  and  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  the  usual  donation.  A 
new  society,  called  the  Twickenham  Piscatorials,  applied 
for  affiliation.  From  the  statement  submitted  it  appeared 
that  a  very  influential  list  of  members  were  supporting  the 
new  venture,  and  to  have  the  prospect  of  a  most  snccessfol 
future.  The  committee  decided  to  provicionally  enrol  the 
society,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  delegates  at  the 
nexo  meeting.  Several  other  important  matters  received 
consideration,  detail  of  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  publish 
at  present.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accjrded 
the  chairman,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  The  usual  monthly 
meeting  of  delegates  will  be  held  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  next, 
March  6,  at  8.30  p.m. 


The  8th  Annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  will  open  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  the  Eoyal  Aquarium.  It  will  be  a 
representative  and  good  display,  and  anglers  will  be  much 
interested  in  a  number  of  frozen  trout  which  are  on  their 
way  from  New  Zealand,  forwarded  for  exhibition  by  the 
Waitalti  and  Waimate  Acclimatization  Society.  The 
usual  facilities  to  angling  societies  are  offered,  and  secre- 
taries can  obtain  tickets  at  Is.  per  doaen  for  their  members, 
by  applying  to  Mr.  Eitcbie  or  Mr.  Wilkinson. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


_  River  Reporters  who  tvant  forms  and  envelopes 
shouLcl  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishinr 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  t  me  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  belowi 

/30  miu.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

,jj  )40   ,,     „   Putney.  Ari^J^*   "     n  Richmond. 

•^""")45   „     „  Hammersmith.  '^"'^ISO    „     ,,  Twickenham. 
(50  Barnes.  (^85  Teddmgton. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
■will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  "Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     March  4    5.45,   6.  « 

Sunday,  ,,        6   ,   6.29    6.56 

Monday,         ,,        6    7.27    8.  4 

Tuesday,         „        7   8.49   9.39 

Wednesday,     ,,        R    30.29    11.15 

Thursday,       „        9    11.54    — 

Friday,  ,,      10    0.26    0.53 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  PuLBORonaH. 

Morning.  Evenlntr. 

Saturday,    March  4   ,   6.25   6.46 

Sunday,  „        5    7.  9    7.36 

Monday,  6    8.  7    8.44 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 

Iiower  Thames.— General  Eemarks.— We  are  fast 
drifting  into  another  close  season,  and  with  little  prospect 
of  getting  much  further  sport  before  the  general  angling 
season  comes  to  a  termination.  There  has  been  lately  but 
disappointment  to  the  anxious  anglers  who  have  been 
floundering  amongst  fog,  flood,  filth,  and  furious  water  in 
the  hope  of  getting  a  favourable  interval.  I  always  find 
the  first  intimation  of  the  close  time  is  the  heading  up  of 
the  dace,  and  this  was  received  last  week  in  the  Hampton 
Court  report  from  the  pen  of  the  venerable  and  honest 
William  Milbcurne,  and  then  the  greatest  care  and 
■watchfulness  is  necessary  in  the  Teddington  district  to 
prevent  any  illegal  means  being  adopted  at  the  time  they 
are  massing  up  for  their  final  move  to  the  upper  waters. 
There  is  no  law  against  the  ordinary  process  of  angling 
for  them,  but  then  the  fish  are  rough  and  unclean, 
and  are  not  worth  the  trouble  of  catching.  The  next 
fish  which  gives  the  greatest  cause  and  anxiety  to  the 
officials  of  the  T.A.P.S.  is  that  of  the  perch,  as  it  really 
requires  the  housing  and  removal  of  the  swans,  for  which 
the  committee  are  at  the  present  using  every  effort  to 
accomplish.  And  I  expect,  if  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and 
the  Vintners'  and  Dyers'  Companies  refuse  to  be  at  the 
expense,  it  will  be  done  out  of  the  large  balance  the  society 
has  now  in  hand,  and  can  only  be  allowed  in  the  housing 
of  the  barren  birds,  as  the  removal  of  the  nesting  ones 
would  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be  permitted.  At 
one  time  it  was  considered  necessary  to  make  some  pro- 
tection for  the  roach  at  their  spawning  time  in  the  tidal 
waters,  and  especially  at  Twickenham ;  and  this  was 
generally  carried  out  under  the  personal  superintendence 
of  the  late  Mr.  A.  J.  Little,  who  then  took  an  active  part 
in  the  work  as  a  member  of  the  committee.  His  plan  was 
the  placing  of  toughs  or  sticks  in  the  spawning  places,  and 
protected  the  ova  thereon  deposited  from  being  eaten  by 
the  swans  and  ducks  by  means  of  wire  netting,  which  was 
found  very  effective. — B. 

  (Datchet). — John  Eeene  writes:  "I  have  been 

out  three  days  with  Mr.  Walter  Back,  who  has  during  that 
time  creeled  'JOlb.  weight  of  chub,  roach,  and  perch,  many 
of  the  roach  weighing  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  each,  and  the 
largest  chub  41b.  ;  -another  day,  with  Mr.  Dawson  and 
friend,  2Glb.  of  roach  and  chub;  and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Thomas,  401b.  of  perch,  many  of  them  up  to  IJlb. 
each." — B. 

  (Datchet). — The  river  is  in  first-rate  order — looks 

fit  for  anj thing — but  still  the  fish  are  very  fickle.  I  am  in 
hopes  with  the  change  to-day  the  jack  will  move.  I  was 
out  on  the  2Gth  ult.,  and  had  six  dozen  perch ;  on  the  27th, 
a  few  perch  and  a  few  roach,  the  two  largest  roach  weighing 
respectively  lib.  13oz.  and  lib.  9oz.,  one  jack  31b.,  one 
chub  31b. ;  out  to-day,  had  a  miscellaneous  bag — two 
chub,  one  over  31b.,  the  other  2 Jib.,  and  a  few  roach  and 
perch. — G.  LuMSDKN. 

  (Eton). — The  water  is  now  in  first-class  order. 

The  only  drawback  is  that  there  is  too  much  stream,  but 
the  weir  tackle  will  now  be  replaced  in  a  day  or  two,  when 
the  angler  who  wishes  to  float  his  line  down  again  tor  the 
<;hub  should  be  at  once  on  the  warpath.  Some  good  fish 
have  been  taken  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  F.  Sharratt, 
o:  Burly  Hbll,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Sharratt,  who  is  a 
keen  angler,  and  as  well  able  to  manage  a  punt  as  Frank 
himself,  took,  in  two  hours,  four  and  a  half  dozen  very 
tine  roach  and  d  ice  and  oue  good  jack.  That  genial  and 
enthusiastic  angler,  Mr.  Amphlett,  and  friend  were  here 
on  the  27lh  ult.,  when  1  had  tlie  pleasure  of  starting  them 
on  their  way  to  lish  down  to  Staines.  1  hear  they  found  a 
few  chub  at  homo  in  one  or  two  favourite  swims  before 
they  reached  Old  Windnor,  and  1  hope  they  succeeded  in 
seeming  a  go xl  heavy  bag  before  they  tioishcd  up.— 

OKCir.  lf()VVI,K,TT. 

 •  (Halliford).— My  old  Caliermaii,  and  now  assis- 
tant river  keeper,  Edward  Rosewoll,  writing  to  ma  on 
Monday  last,  says:  'On  Friday  last  I  put  on  my  knee 
boots  and  took  my  landing  net,  and  went  down  to  V/alton 
Bridge  and  cauglit  from  the  'i'hames  meadows  fifteen 
jack  out  of  the  small  inlets  where  the  flood  had  left  them, 


weighing  from  Jib.  to  21b.  each,  which  I  put  back  into  the 
river  above  Walton  Bridge,  and  also  some  small  roach  and 
chub  left  in  some  of  the  holes.  I  am  going  round  the 
Eyots  to-morrow  at  Halliford  to  see  if  I  can  find  any 
more.  I  think  if  all  were  to  do  the  same  thing  we  should 
save  a  lot.  I  shall  do  my  best."  Bravo,  Rosewell !  it  is 
a  good  example  to  all  fishermen,  and  especially  to  those 
holding  deputations,  and  their  clients  will  appreciate  the 
value  of  the  work. — B. 

— —  (Hampton).— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer,  of  London, 
fishing  with  J.  Longshaw,  in  one  day  creeled  four  dozen  of 
splendid  perch,  weighing  altogether  26ilb.,  having  been 
weighed  at  the  Eed  Lion  Hotel,  the  largest  scaling 
lib.,  the  greater  portion  were  returned  to  the  river  again. 
— B. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne,  writing 

on  Tuesday,  says  :  "  The  water  is  in  good  order  for  all 
fishing.  I  have  been  out  two  days  with  Mr.  Sturges,  who 
caught  five  dozen  nice  perch,  and  out  of  those  he  returned 
about  three  dozen  to  the  river  again.  There  was  a  great 
number  of  bank  anglers  out  on  26th  ult.,  and  most  of  them 
had  done  well  with  (roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Gunn  took 
yesterday  (Monday)  a  fine  perch,  IJlb. ;  and  the  same 
angler,  out  with  a  friend  to-day,  took  eight  dozen'of  dace." 
— B. 

— _  Henley  (March  1). — The  water  is  row  in 
splendid  condition  for  all-round  angling.  The  weirs  are 
shutting  down,  but  there  is  still  a  strong  stream  running. 
Some  good  bags  of  roach  and  perch  have  been  made,  and 
plenty  of  small  jack  between  31b.  and  41b.  The  largest  I 
have  ssen  was  one  of  8Jlb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Norman,  fishing 
with  W.  Vaughan,  on  the  24th  ult.,  which  topped  a  bag 
of  roach  and  perch  weighing  261b.  On  the  23rd  ult., 
Messrs.  Read  and  Ward  had  a  nice  bag  of  perch  weighing 
261b. ;  Messrs.  Tod  Pulling  and  T.  Riggs,  out  with  G. 
Arlett,  four  jack  (best  fish,  41b.)  and  two  dozen 
perch ;  and  Dr.  Jeston,  fithing  with  Bob  Young, 
eleven  jack  (best  fish,  3Jlb.)  and  fifty-one  brace  of 
perch,  retaining  twenty-nine  brace  weighing  201b. 
On  the  24th  ult.,  Mr.  Becombe,  out  with  G.  Arlett,  four 
jack  {best  fish,  51b.)  and  one  dozen  perch  (best  perch, 
Ijlb.);  and  Mr.  Carter  and  friend,  out  with  J.  James, 
101b.  of  perch  (best  fish,  Ulb).  On  the  25th  ult.,  Mr. 
Escombe,  out  with  J.  James,  three  jack  and  20ib.  of  perch  ; 
Messrs.  Coborn  and  Jones,  out  with  G.  Arlett,  four  dozen 
roach  and  six  brace  of  perch  ;  Mr.  Ross,  out  with  W. 
Vaughan,  four  jack  (best  fish,  51b.) ;  Mr.  Batt,  fishing 
alone,  four  jack  and  five  chub  (best  chub,  4jlb.) ;  and  Dr. 
Jeston,  fishing  with  Bob  Toung,  thirty-eight  brace  of 
perch,  weighing  301b.,  and  nine  jack  (best  fish,  3Jlb.), 
besides  returning  fifty  of  the  first  named  fish.  On 
the  26th  ult.,  Messrs.  Carter  and  Hooper,  a  nice 
bag  of  perch;  Mr.  Clements  and  friend,  out  with 
G.  Vaughan,  three  and  a  half  dozen  perch  and  two  jack  ; 
Mr.  HoUoway  and  two  friends,  a  good  bag  of  perch  (best 
fish,  lib.  80Z.) ;  Mr.  Batt,  thirty-three  perch  and  two 
jack  ;  Mr.  Moore  and  friend,  out  with  J.  Sargeant,  had  a 
good  bag  of  roach  and  perch ;  Messrs.  Coborn  and  Jones, 
fishing  the  back  eddy  of  Beggar's  Hole  with  G.  Arlett, 
had  a  good  bag  of  roach,  weighing  close  on  401b.  A  great 
many  bank  anglers  were  down  on  this  date,  but  did  little 
good  among  the  roach.  On  the  1st  inst.,  Mr.  Elliott,  out 
with  J.  James,  a  bag  of  roach  and  a  41b.  jack,  weighing 
201b. ;  Mr.  Martain,  out  with  W.  Vaughan,  three  jack 
(best  fish,  8Jlb.) ;  and  Dr.  Shields,  out  with  J.  Sargeant, 
thirteen  jack,  weighing  401b.,  and  71b.  of  perch  (best  jack, 
41b  ).  Other  anglers  have  been  taking  some  roach,  perch, 
and  jack,  np  to  •ilb.  One  thousand  trout  are  to  be  turned 
into  the  river  to-day. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Kingston).— John  Johnson,  one  day  with  Mr. 

Gunston,  landed  twenty-nine  bream,  and  on  other  days 
with  other  anglers  a  few  bream  and  some  roach  and  dace. 
John  Knight,  one  day  with  Mr.  Wells  and  friend,  four 
dozen  of  good  roach  and  dace ;  and  another,  with  Mr.  Wells, 
two  dozen  of  roach. — B. 

  (Richmond). — The  fishermen  report  generally 

they  have  been  getting  some  roach  and  dace. — B. 

  (Richmond) . — The  river  is  now  in  good  condition , 

Job  Brain,  jun.,  out  with  his  patrons,  took  in  four  days 
fifty-two  bream,  largest  21b.,  and  six  dozen  roach,  largest 
IJlb.  Three  anglers  in  another  punt  twelve  dozen  dace. — 
Gaynoe  and  Sons. 

  (Teddington).  —  W.    McBride,  one  day  with 

Mr.  C.  Merton  Orme,  seventeen  bream  and  ten  brace  of 
fine  perch,  many  of  them  |Ib.  each;  two  half  dajs  with 
Mr.  Port,  of  Teddington,  four  bream  and  ten  brace  of 
perch,  the  largest  perch  weighing  IJlb. ;  another  day  with 
Mr.  Hedsup,  of  Wimbledon,  forty-three  bream,  of  which 
thirty  were  returned,  and  eight  brace  of  perch,  four  of  the 
best  perch  weighed  4lb  2oz. ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  J. 
Hollyman,  four  bream,  five  brace  of  perch,  and  a  chub  of 
lib.  There  is  an  unreported  take  01  the  previous  week 
with  Mr.  Clay  and  friend,  of  the  Holloway  Angling 
Scc'ety,  of  twenty  bream,  a  tench  of  2Jlb.,  and  four  brace 
of  perch.  The  water,  on  Wednesday,  was  described  as 
being  in  good  condition  for  perch  fishing. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— C.  Browne,  one  day  with  Mr. 

Carter  and  Mr.  Cox,  110  dace,  and  in  three  other  days, 
with  other  anglers,  20lb.  of  dace  and  one  breim.  R. 
Moffat,  in  one  day,  nine  dozen  of  roach  and  daoe  and  two 
bream.  R.  Spong,  in  two  days,  201b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and 
one  bream. — B. 

 (Wey bridge).— Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  has  been 

successful  in  landing  a  nice  pike  of  71b.  at  Walton,  and 
other  anglers  are  reported  as  having  done  well  witb  the 
perch. — B. 

Auoholme  Dirtriot.— The  coarse  fishing  seatoa  is 
now  coming  to  an  end.  It  has  been  a  good  average  year. 
The  largest  pike  taken  so  far  was  lOlb.  I  saw  the  water 
bailiff  on  Saturday  last,  and  he  tells  nie  he  has  seen  some 
vary  large  king  carp  about  the  Cake  Mills,  Brigg;  and 
some  fine  large  trout  of  several  pounds  weight  have  been 
observed  at  the  same  spot,  and  also  near  Brandy  Wharf. 


The  close  time  for  coarse  fish  also  ihuts  out  the  trout, 
which  would  be  more  likely  to  capture  during  the  spring 
than  at  any  other  time.  The  commissioners  should  allow 
angling  for  them  under  certain  reitrictions. — Thomas 
FoED  (Caistor). 

Aran  (Pulborough).— Only  a  few  anglers  visited 
here  on  Feb.  26,  who  found  the  river  in  good  order ;  the 
sport  was  disappointing.  Mr.  Randall,  Great  jNorthern 
Brothers,  took  three  jack,  the  largest  about  41b.,  but  other 
takes  were  small.  This  (Tuesday)  night,  the  river  is  in 
good  order  and  well  clearing  [after  recent  floods. — W.  G. 

HOLLMAN. 

Bottisham   Locks   (Waterbeach).->DuriDg  the 

week  from  last  report,  up  to  March  1  (time  of  ■writing) 
pike  are  still  on  the  move,  and  are  just  on  the  dock. 
Numerous,  but  not  over  41b.  each,  as  a  rule,  at  present  had. 
Bank  angling  clean,  and  to-day  (March  1)  W.  wind ; 
spring  weather ;  no  frost.  Live  baits  on  the  spot.  Fifteen 
minutes'  walk  from  G.B.R.  station.  Comfortable 
lodgings. — J.  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge, 

Coin,  Iieach,  &o.,  Bibury  (East  Glouoaster- 
shire). — The  warm  weather  at  noon  during  the  past  week 
has  caused  several  Duns  and  Gnats  to  hatch  out.  On 
Saturday,  Feb.  25,  I  had  a  live  May  Ply  sent  me  from 
Bibury,  on  the  Upper  Coin ;  it  was  caught  in  the  Swan 
Hotel  gardens,  right  up  amidst  the  Cotswold  Hills.  I 
think  this  is  a  record.  The  fly  (a  Green  Drake)  caused 
considerable  interest  at  Cirencester  on  Monday,  where  it 
was  on  view.  Mr.  Warn,  of  Tetbury,  reports  some  excel- 
lent sport  from  the  Estcourt  lakes  with  pike,  a  brace  of 
fifteen  pounders  being  amongst  them.  Some  fine  pike 
have  been  recently  ;got  in  the  Churn,  and  several  small 
ones  from  the  Thames  and  Severn  Canal.  The  Gloucester 
Angling  Club  are  about  to  restock  the  Robinswood  Hill 
reservoirs  with  trout,  and  they  are  to  be  fished  for  vrith 
fly  only. — Pan. 

Oart  (Totnea  and  District).— A  number  of  rods 
were  on  the  river  to-day  (Wednesday)  for  the  opening 
of  the  season,  but  at  time  of  writing  only  a  few  reports 
have  come  in.  The  weather,  however,  is  too  bright  for 
much  sport,  and  the  frosts  are  very  severe.  Mr.  Holmes 
secured  one  and  a  half  dozen  nice  trout;  Mr.  E.  Distin, 
fifteen ;  and  Mr.  Parnell,  a  dozen.  Several  other  takes  of 
about  a  dozen  were  made  in  the  waters  np  to  Staverton. 
Buckfastleigh  anglers,  too,  met  with  fair  success.  Flies 
recommended  are  Blue  Upright,  Edmond's  Palmer,  and 
Half  Stone.  Ten  fine  salmon  were  netted  at  the  weir.  A 
number  of  salmon  are  lying  in  the  well-known  pools 
between  Totnes  and  Buckfastleigh,  and  anglers  have  been 
trying  their  luck.  The  conservators  this  week  decided  to 
grant  no  free  licences,  understanding  that  they  have  no 
legal  powers.  As  much  of  the  fishing  on  the  moor  is 
understood  to  be  granted  by  the  Duchy  on  condition  that 
tenants  have  free  licences,  it  will  he  interesting  to  see  how 
this  decision  will  affect  anglers  who  patronise  the  moor- 
land waters. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  streams  are  now 
in  capital  trim,  but  the  frosts  and  bright  days  have  been 
drawbacks  to  good  sport.  Salmon  fishing  should  have  a 
better  eeason  than  last  year,  as  reports  show  that  a  number 
have  ascended.  Several  rivers  opened  on  Wednesday. 
The  Tiverton  Fishing  Association  are  affected  by  the  bad 
season  of  1898,  their  receipts  having  considerably 
diminished.  Only  fly  fishing  is  now  permitted  on  the 
Otter,  the  artificial  minnow  and  worm  being  both  pro- 
hibited. Many  of  the  riparian  owners  on  this  river  have 
announced  their  intention  of  controlling  their  own  fishing, 
and  consequently  a  big  stretch  of  water  is  preserved  for 
the  first  time.— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  is  now  in  good  con- 
dition for  the  fly,  though  somewhat  low  and  clear  for  this 
time  of  Tear.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  by  the  February 
Red.  Trout  are  not  in  good  condition,  though  forward 
for  this  time  of  year,  and  another  week  or  ten  days 
will  make  a  difference  in  this  respect. — D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster. 

£ze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Salmon  fishing  opened 
here  yesterday,  March  1,  but  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
river  little  sport  was  met  with,  the  waters  having  dropped 
in  very  rapidly,  and  the  day  being  bright  throughout.  The 
same  bad  conditions  have  also  kept  trout  down,  small 
bags  being  the  general  experience  for  past  week.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Roberts  secured  another  brace  of  pike  near 
Thorverton,  largest  91b. — Red  Palmee. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.).- 
Winter  angling  is  returning  to  its  normal  conditions,  and 
sport  in  both  departments  is  described  as  good.  Those 
following  the  fresh-water  shark  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain, whilst  those  seeking  roach  are  credited  with  good 
baskets.  In  some  of  the  diatns  the  water  is  still  running 
very  fast.  From  Surfleet  I  hear  that  roach  are  feeding 
in  earnest.  One  visitor  the  other  day  caught  281b.,  and 
had  besides  six  tench,  weighing  lllb.,  and  a  tine  perch, 
31b.  3oz. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Very  few  reports 
come  this  week  from  the  Idle.  The  river  and  drains  in 
the  lower  portion  have  scarcely  yet  settled  down.  Some 
few  chub  are  noticed  as  taken  from  the  upper  lengths, 
and  an  odd  catch  or  two  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
obtained  about  BoUam.  The  Ryton  has  also  furnished  a 
few  roach  and  dace,  and  also  a  few  chub,  one  of  the  latter 
weighing  2Jlb.  Canal  fishing  at  Clayworth  has  been 
fairly  good. — L. 

Lea. — The  water  has  run  down  and  fiued  very  nicely, 
and  there  is  a  favourable  stream  running  now  for  all- 
round  angling.  Roach  have  not  fed  as  well  as  was 
expected,  but  in  some  parts  nice  takes  have  been  secured. 
The  Rye  House  district  has  furnished  a  roach  of  lib.  lOoz., 
and  some  good  roach  have  also  been  landed  at  Waltham, 
St.  Margaret's,  Ware,  and  Hertford.  Large_  numbers  of 
anglers  were  out  in  the  upper  reaches  early  in  the  week. 
A  fine  dace  of  14oz.  has  been  taken  in  fhs  Hertford 
district,  and  Mr.  Shelsey,  at  Dobb's  Weir,  floddesdon. 
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has  brotight  to  bank  a  pike  of  nearly  16lb.  Mr.  Taylor 
has  taken  a  pike  there  of  4|lb.  Here  and  there  other  fair 
sized  pike  have  been  secured,  while  a  rumour  reaches  me 
that  two  heavy  specimecs  have  been  captured  in  the 
Broibonme  district.  Peioh  np  to  IJlb.  have  been 
landed  at  St.  Margaret's,  where  a  fine  trout  has  been  seen 
to  feed.  Eoach,  perch,  and  pike  have  been  taken  in  the 
Stort,  but  no  heavy  baskets  are  reported.  The  river  is  in 
good  condition. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Iteominatar).— Both  these  noted 
trout  streams  are  now  gone  down,  and  have  cleared  nicely, 
and  are  greatly  improved,  and  in  good  order  for  fish- 
ing, and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being 
had  amongst  the  trout  on  both  streams.  Thursday 
was  the  opening  day,  and  there  were  a  fair  number  of 
anglers  getting  ready.  There  Las  been  some  flies  on  the 
water  during  the  warm  parts  of  the  day,  and  the  fish  have 
been  rising.  The  best  flies  for  use  will  be  the  Blues, 
February  Red,  and  Palmers.  The  Piniley  is  in  good 
order,  and  some  good  fish  will  ba  oau?ht  in  it. — Gwynne. 

JtVigg,  Arrow,  and  Finslay  (Kingsland).— Bivers 
are  fishatjle,  yet  still  on  the  heavy  side.  We  have  had 
beautiful  fine  and  warm  dayj,  followed  by  very  sharp 
frosts  at  night,  and  these  will  keep  both  trout  and  insects 
back.  Flies  to  commence  with  should  be  Blue  Dun, 
February  Red,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung,  and  Male  Willow. 
— E.  T.  Williams. 

None  (Peterborongli).  —  Great  improvement  in 
fishing  prospects  can  be  reported  this  week,  for  the  water 
in  the  river  has  been  considerably  reduced,  it  having  ran 
off  so  rapidly  that  the  water  gauge  shows  a  difference  in 
height  this  week  as  compared  with  last  of  about  2ft., 
and,  besides,  the  colour  of  the  water  is  materially 
improved.  The  weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  spring- 
like, and  if  it  continues  our  anglers  now  may  be  induced 
to  turn  out.  Some  have  bad  good  sport  bream  fishing  at 
Alwalton,  and  several  large  ones  have  been  landed,  one 
scaling  over  61b  — about  the  largest  this  season. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Badleigh  ialterton).— To-day  (March  1) 
the  Bicton  Estate  water  and  other  important  parts  of  the 
Otter  opened  their  season  under  very  unfavourable  condi- 
tions. There  was  a  eharp  frost  last  night,  and  a  bitter 
ncrth-east  wind  was  blowing  to-day.  At  midday,  the  sun 
caaie  out  powerfully,  and  mace  things  cheerful  for  every- 
thing but  fishing.  The  few  anglers  who  plied  between 
this  and  Ottery  did  next  to  nil,  and  grumblings  on  ell 
sides  are  the  order  of  the  day.  The  few  fish  taken  were  in 
bad  condition,  and  everything  points  to  an  unusually  back- 
ward spring  fishing.  The  river  is  very  clear  and  rather 
low.  South  wind*  and  warm  showers  must  be  waited  for. 
Flies  for  the  Inext  few  weeks  should  be  Blue  Upright 
( wingless  for  choice),  February  Red,  Iron  Blue,  and  Hare's 
Flax  Upright.— Heron. 

Otise  (Great  Faxton,  St.  Neots).— Pike  are  well  on 
the  feed.  Good  baskets  are  stUl  made.  The  water 
perfect. — W,  Dff  ker. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perrj).— Jack  have  been  right  on 
ths  feed  for  a  fortnight  now,  and  still  mad  on,  so  anglers 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  chance.  The  water  is  in 
splendid  condition,  and  siz  or  seven  good  fish  c  )ming  home 
with  each  punt,  and  ranging  from  31b.  to  9lb.  I  quite 
expect  to  have  to  report  a  record  fish  before  March  15, 
when  our  season  closes  here.  The  frosts  have  done  us  a 
deal  of  good. — A.  Scard. 

Oue  (St.  Neots).— The  water  is  now  in  first-rate 
condition,  and  large  numbers  of  jack  have  been  taken 
during  the  last  few  days.  They  have,  however,  been 
principally  small  ones  of  41b.  or  51b.,  and  up  to  VJlb.  The 
weather  is  all  that  can  be  desired. — Wm.  Nash. 

Flymouth. — M«rch  1  is  on  us  again,  and  the  fisher 
men  are  eager  to  be  on  the  river  to  renew  their  acquaint- 
ancea  of  latt  year.  From  reports  I  have  received  from  all 
livere,  they  appear  to  be  in  very  good  condition,  and  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  np.  The  mildness  of  the  climate  has 
brought  on  the  fly  much  earlier  than  usual,  therefore  the 
tront  will  be  in  better  condition  than  is  usual  at  this  time 
oi  the  year.  I  have  received  the  licences  and  tickets  for 
th«  Tavy  and  Pljm  district,  the  Dart,  and  tickets  for  the 
Avon  and  Etme  Fishery  Boaid,  and  I  have  issued  several 
to  fishermen  who  alv/ays  go  out  on  the  first.  One  thing  I 
notice  with  the  Dart,  which  is  a  great  advantage  to  fisher- 
men coming  for  a  few  da3s'  fishing,  that  he  can  get  a  day 
ticket  to  fish  for  salmon  or  tront  at  28. ;  if  for  trout 
only.  Is. — William  Hkardeb. 

Severn,  Vyruwi,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
S6Ch). — All  thete  rivers  are  in  the  best  possible  condition 
for  the  fly,  and  the  water  little  above  the  summer  level, 
and  although  the  nights  are  somewhat  frosty,  the  sun 
•Unes  brilliantly  throughout  the  day,  so  that  anglers  in 
pvrnit  of  grayling  are  having  good  sport,  but  these  fish 
are  now  getting  out  of  condition,  yet  anglers  are  allowed 
to  take  them  from  the  Tanat  all  the  year  round,  as  they 
Ste  said  to  master  the  trout  when  too  abundant.  There 
h  every  prospect  of  a  good  i  oison  for  trout  fishing,  as  for 
wme  time  past  they  have  been  rising  greedily  at  the  fly 
and  two  have  been  landed  at  one  cast  on  the  Tanat 
iwUcb,  of  conrse,  were  returned  to  the  river.  Several 

f>oi  sized  pike  ha^e  been  taken  from  the  Severn  and 
ymwy.  and  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  trollers  will  persevere 
|nd  nu.ke  as  much  havoc  amongst  thum  as  the  pike  do 
I  amonget  other  binds  of  fish.    The  close  season  for  coarse 
lUn  will  commence  shortly,  and  although  they  are  now  in 
I  poor  condition,  they  continue  to  afford  good  sport.    It  is 
H most  gratifying  to  h>a,r  that  several  salmon  have  been 
V  IMD  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  none  as  yet  have  been 
I  captured,  for  the  sirriple  reason  that  they  have  been  so 
"  fcarcfl  in  recent  years  that  it  was  a  waste  of  money  to 

'         i'  a  licence  to  angle  for  them,  but  perhaps  brighter 

'  in  store  for  the  salmon  angler  in  this  neighbour 

/yR.VWY. 

Stonr  (Bnres,  Suffolk).— The  water  is  now  in 
->Tir)id  condition  for  arigling,  but  fish  are  not  well  on  the 
'■A.    HpOTt  on  the  2*ith  alt.  waa  very  slow,  hardly  a  fifh  of 


any  sort  being  taken — the  wind  being  in  the  east  no  doubt 
being  the  cause.  A  few  good  fish  have  been  taken  siuce, 
and  bags  up  to  101b.  in  weight,  gentles  being  the  best  lure. 
The  water  is  in  good  condition  for  jack  fishing,  and  some 
good  fish  ought  to  be  taken  as  soon  as  the  wind  alters. — 
W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Snaaez  Klvors  and  Chichester  Canal. —Frost 
in  the  early  mornings  and  summerlike  days  have  been  the 
order  of  the  week.  Rain  has  held  off,  and  rivers  are  all  in 
excellent  order.  Good  sport  has  rewarded  visitors  to  the 
Ouse,  and  pike  especially  have  been  to  the  fore.  Mr. 
Shaw,  of  Tofield,  recently  captured  321b.  weight  cf  nice 
fish,  the  heaviest  turning  the  scale  at  lOlb,  Chub  have 
been  well  on  ;  the  heaviest  recorded  weighed  3ilb.  Roach 
have  taken  gentles,  but  are  not  feeding  freely.  The 
Cuckmere  has  not  fished  well  in  the  fine  water.  The  best 
angling  is  found  here  after  a  flood.  The  Bother  is  in  good 
trim,  and  is  well  worth  a  visit,  especially  to  the  artist 
angler.  The  scenery  is  grand.  Pike  up  to  G-^lb.  have 
been  taken  by  spinning  and  paternoster.  Gudgeon  seems 
the  favouriba  bait,  and  are  easily  obtainable  in  this  water. 
Chichester  Canal  fishes  well.  Pike  of  4Jlb  ,  3^1b.,  and 
31b.  are  the  largest  I  hear  of,  but  several  fish  have  been 
taken  with  hand-lines  and  bank  runners,  which  the  pot 
hunters'  basket,  and  say  nothing  about.  Live  gorge  is 
here  the  leading  mode  of  capture. — George  F,  Salter. 

Teifi  (t-Empeter,  Cardiganshire).— After  several 
weeks  of  flood,  the  river  is  again  running  low.  Trout 
fishing  ecmmences  to-day  (March  1).  Prospects  good, but 
water  low.  Only  two  salmon  have  been  taken  here  aa 
yet.-H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  to  a  nice  level,  and  has  cleared,  and  is 
now  running  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fisbing. 
The  weather  has  now  turned  fine,  and  with  sharp  frosts 
at  night  and  the  sun  shining  all  the  day  it  has  brought  a 
good  lew  flies  out  on  the  river  ;  and  there  is  an  excellent 
prospect  for  the  opening  days  of  the  trout  season,  which 
commences  on  Thursday,  and  the  best  time  to  fish  for  the 
present  will  be  between  eleven  and  three  in  the  day.  The 
beet  flies  to  use  will  be  the  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Iron 
Blue,  and  Palmer,  and  good  dishes  of  fish  should  be 
landed.  During  the  past  few  weeks  a  very  large  otter  has 
been  seen  fishing  the  water  under  Whitcliffe.  This  is  one 
evidently  missed  last  year  by  the  hounds,  and  along  the 
bank  can  be  seen  where  he  has  had  fish  and  left  the  scales. 
During  the  end  of  last  week  a  few  coarse  fish  were  taken 
with  paste.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing,  and  some  good  trout  will  be  taken  with  worm. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  a  nice  level,  and 
has  got  into  good  order  for  fishing,  and  is  in  a  better  con 
dition  than  was  expected  a  few  weeks  back  for  the  opening 
of  the  trout  season  on  Thursday,  the  2nd.  Angling  up 
to  the  pretent  has  been  very  slow,  and  anglers  have  been 
getting  ready  for  tront,  and  there  is  a  good  prospect  of 
some  good  sport  being  had  in  this  district,  as  there  are 
plenty  of  good  fish  in  the  district,  and  good  baskets  of 
fish  should  be  landed.  A  good  few  flies  have  been  out  on 
the  water.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwjche  are  running 
in  order. — Worcester. 

Welland  and  Gwash  (Stamford  District).— 
Mr.  Harden,  a  member  of  the  Stamford  Angling  Associa- 
tion, has  secured  as  his  own  property  the  challenge  cup  of 
the  London  Piscatorials  (for  grayling),  having  won  it 
three  years  in  succession ;  his  last  catch  was  six  fish, 
totalling  91b.,  the  largest  weighing  over  21b.  It  is 
announced  that  500  yearling  trout  have  been  turned  into 
the  Gwash.  In  both  livers  sport  has  been,  on  the  whole, 
satisfactory  during  the  past  season. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  fto.  (BXid-Itinoolnshire).— The  drains 
about  Boston  are  said  to  have  yielded  some  good  roach 
lately,  and  especially  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  district.  A 
few  rudd  have  also  been  taken.  Sport  about  Bardney  and 
towards  Lincoln,  on  the  liver,  has  fallen  off,  but  those  who 
have  visited  the  Sincil  Dyke  have  done  fairly  well  with 
yellow  paste.  Sport  on  the  Bain,  about  Coningsby,  has 
been  good,  and  roach  takes  have  usually  been  topped  with 
chub.  Some  of  these  have  run  up  to  olb.  Some  good 
pike  have  been  taken  at  Fulsby,  and  a  few  decent  fish  have 
come  from  the  Witham  end  of  the  Horncastle  Canal.  The 
best  fish  reported  was  121b. — Luci. 

Wye  (Herefordshire). — On  Saturday  last  Messrs 
Costage  and  Bradbury,  two  well-known  anglers,  had  some 
excellent  sport  at  Ross.  In  two  and  a  half  hours  they 
caught  twelve  fine  pike  ranging  from  3^1b.  to  131b.  each 
The  total  catch  weighed  891b.  This  is  believed  to  be  a 
record  for  the  Wye. — Piscator. 

Yore.  Swalo,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Serwent,  &o. 
With  the  exception  of  a  dense  fog  on  Monday  we  have  had 
a  week  of  brilliant  sunshine.  Two  or  three  of  the  night 
frosts  have  been  very  keen,  but  the  weather,  for  either 
pike  or  grayling  fishing,  has  been  what  is  often  termed 
typical,  but  the  water  in  the  upper  reaches  of  all  the 
Yorkshire  angling  streams  has  run  down  to  summer  level 
and  could  not  possibly  be  filtered  brighter  than  it  is  now 
This,  with  the  fact  that  the  larger  grayling  are  going  off 
in  point  of  condition,  has  prevented  many  anglers  turning 
out,  and  matters  will  be  quiet  now  till  the  opening  of  the 
trout  season.  I  have  not  ceen  or  heard  of  anyone  being 
on  the  upper  Yore.  A  Harrogate  gentleman  had  an 
exceptionally  good  day  on  Saturday  last,  his  basket  con 
taining  twenty-eight  splendid  grayling.  The  smaller 
grayling  are  in  fine  condition,  yet  many  of  them  about 
4oz.  being  apparently  barren  fish.  A  few  pike  have  been 
caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Borough  Bridge,  and  on 
Saturday  Mr.  Thomas  secured  a  nice  fish  of  4Jlb. — 
the  only  one  caught  out  of  four  rods.  Little  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  grayling  fishing  on 
the  Swale  at  Catterick  Bridge,  but  I  am  _  pleased 
ii>   hear   prospects    for   the   trout  from   this  point 


up  to  its  source  are  reported  good,  and  some  fair  dishes  of 
roach  and  a  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  lower  waters. 
The  Derwent  is  at  last  in  good  trim  for  fishing.  There  are 
plenty  of  pike  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Malton,  and  we 
should  hear  of  some  good  captures  soon .  At  Yi  adinghim , 
on  Tuesday,  Messrs.  Pickersgill  and  Gunny  had  reppec- 
ively  101b.  and  81b.  baskets,  among  the  former  being  three 
roach  turning  the  scale  at  41b.  On  the  Wharfe,  on  Friday 
last,  some  nice  perch  were  caught  by  Messrs.  W.  G. 
Rojston,  II.  Boston,  and  J.  E.  Miller,  jun.,  five  of  the 
perch  weigliing  over  41b.  ;  and  on  Wednesday,  on  the 
same  water,  Mr.  Boston  again  had  good  sport.  From 
Nidderdale  I  hear  some  decent  sport  has  been  met  with 
on  the  waters  of  the  Harrogate  Angling  A sscciat ion  by 
several  anglers,  the  best  basket  being  one  of  twelve  gray- 
ling, ten  dace,  and  four  chub  ;  Mr.  Hinchliffe  securing  half 
a  dozen  nice  grayling.  Several  pike  have  been  caught  in 
the  lower  reaches  below  Hunsingore.  Trcut  and  grayling 
anglers  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  the  fresh-wati:r 
shark  has  ibeen  practically  exterminated  from  the  upper 
reaches  of  this  water.  There  are  a  few  vacancies  in  this 
club.  The  water  extends  over  twenty  miles  of  good  fish- 
ing, and  contains  a  large  number  of  both  trcut  and  gray- 
ling, beside  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  from  the  gudgeon  to 
the  pike.  The  annual  subsciiptioc  being  only  one  guinea, 
and  no  entrance  fee,  intending  subscribers  should  not  lose 
time  in  sending  in  their  application  to  the  secretary,  Mr. 
R.  Fortum,  Harrogate.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Analers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegra.m.— The  Yorkshire  rivers  are  very  low  in 
the  upper  waters,  but  the  lower  reaches  are  in  fine  trim 
for  pike  fishing.  Weather  brilliantly  fine,  but  a  boisterous 
north-westerly  wind  prevails.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPOETS. 

Border  Esk.— Although  fly  fishing  opened  on  the 
Border  Esk  in  the  middle  of  last  month,  little  has  been 
done  up  to  the  present ;  indeed,  few  anglers  have  been  out. 
With  the  advent  of  fine  weather  the  river  has  been  in 
order  for  fishing ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Ander- 
son's (Esk  Bank,  Cauonbie)  19^1b.  salmon,  which  he  killed 
in  the  mid  reaches  after  a  splendid  run  of  some  duration, 
nothing  worth  recording  has  taken  place.  The  spawned 
fish  are  still  numerous,  and  the  doctor  had  good  sport 
with  them,  landing  no  fewer  than  eight  kelts,  which  were, 
of  course,  returned  to  the  water.  There  is  little  yet  doing 
in  the  upper  and  lower  reaches.  The  Esk  is  very  clear  of 
fungus  this  spring,  and  if  the  present  fine  weather  holds 
good,  fair  sport  may  be  anticipated  — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— King 
Frost  still  holds  land  and  water  under  its  iron  grasp. 
Curlers  are  busy,  and  anglars  idle,  as  they  have  thrown  up 
the  rod  with  despair  until  a  change  comes.  Not  a  fish 
caught  yet  on  the  Carron  this  season. — B. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — For  some  time  neither  rain 
or  snow  has  fallen  in  this  district,  and  the  water  in  the 
river  Deveron  is  now  almost  fallen  to  its  normal  condition. 
Keen  frosts  have  been  pretty  prevalent,  which  has  inter- 
fered somewhat  with  the  rod  fishing ;  but  during  the 
evening  of  Monday,  and  on  Tuesday,  the  weather  appeared 
to  be  undergoing  a  change,  a  slight  shower  of  rain  falling 
on  the  morning  of  the  latter  day.  Except  on  the  Huntly. 
Lodge  section,  which  does  not  open  until  April  1,  and 
several  other  sections,  anglers  have  been  out,  and  fish  of 
61b.  to  101b.  grassed,  one  beautiful  clean  run  salmon  of 
19ilb.  being  killed  by  the  keeper  on  the  Avochie  section 
(Mr.  Wm.  Walker)  on  Saturday  last.  Although  the  net 
fishermen  have  been  plying  the  nets  night  and  day  on  the 
river  beside  the  Raik  cottages,  they  have  scarcely  got  a 
fish,  and  very  few  trout.  Matters  are  similar  on  the  sea. 
There  are  some  half  a  dozen  bag  nets  oil  this  part  of  the 
coast,  and,  although  the  weather  permitted  them  to  be 
examined  several  times  daily,  not  a  dozen  salmon  have 
been  taken  from  them  for  the  week  past,  and  for  the  first 
half  of  this  week  only  a  small  box  was  sent  to  the  market 
from  the  Deveron  district,  and  one  on  Tuesday  from 
the  Gardenstown  coast. — 11.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel),  N.B.— On  Feb.  22 
Miss  Tilston  kiUed  a  nice  salmon  of  291b.  On  the  23rd 
Mr.  R.  T.  Annan  killed  one  of  211b.  and  one  of  161b.— S. 
TiLSTOX.  ,  .  „  .„ , 

Loch  Tay   (Kenmore,    Perthshire,  N.B.).— 

On  the  hotel  water,  on  the  22nd.  Mr.  D.  Carson  kiled  ts-o 
salmon,  221b.  and  IGlb.  On  the  22nd,  on  the  reser.-e 
water,  Macdiarmid,  the  keeper,  killed  salmon,  201b.  2oth, 
on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  W.  Herring  killed  salmon,  1,  lb. 
27th,  on  hotel  water,  Mr.  W.  Herring  killed  salmon. 
IClb.  27th,  on  the  reserve  water,  Mr.  Montague  Campbell 
killed  salmon,  IGlb.    Loch  in  good  ply.— W.  Kmght. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).— On  Feb.  22nd  Mrs. 
Mid  wood  had  a  salmon,  151b. ;  Mr.  Kessler,  one,  1/  lb. 
On  the  24th,  Capt.  Williams,  one,  151b.  On  the  2,th, 
Mr.  Clegg,  one,  20lb.  On  the  28ch,  Mr.  Clegg,  one, 
161b.  Only  one  boat  out.  Loch  in  good  play.— fl.  J. 
Maisey. 

Naver  Betty  hill  (Thurso,  N.B.).— ^o  sport  got 
on  this  river  since  last  reported,  although  several  anglers, 
including  Gen.  Hume  (Syre  Lodge),  Col.  Frier  (.Dalvina 
Lodge),  and  others,  have  arrived.  The  weather  could 
hardly  be  worse  for  angling— keen  frost  by  night  and  a 
blazing  sun  by  day.  On  Tuesday  there  were  mdications 
of  a  change. — B.  ,    ,  -.. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Owing  to  the  fa.lmg  m 
of  the  river,  heavy  frosts  over  night,  and  excessively 
bright  sunshine  during  the  daytime,  spoit  has  not  been  so 
brisk  during  the  past  week  as  in  the  preceding  cue.  On 
the  Ballater  and  upper  waters  there  are  few  fresh  fish  as 
yet.  On  the  South  Cambus  O'May  water.  Col.  Eddis  and 
party  have  had  one,  two,  and  three  daily,  scaling  from 
61b.  to  81b.  On  the  Glentana  waters,  Lieut. -Col.  Bnnok- 
man  had  one  of  91b.,  on  Monday,  and  one  of  81b.  on  Tues- 
day ;  while  [Mr.  Merry  (from  Profits  Hotel),  bad  one  of 
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81b.  on  same  water.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches,  Mr.  Craw- 
shaw  had  one  of  61b. ;  Mr.  Berwick,  two,  of  81b.  and  81b. ; 
and  Mr.  Hebburn,  one  of  71b.  On  the  Ballogie  water, 
Mr.  Edward  Drummond  creeled  one  of  GJlb.,  and  three, 
61b.,  6Jlb.,  and  20 Jib. ;  while  Mr.  Corbet  had  one  of  91b. ; 
and  Mr.  L.  H.  Crake,  one  of  81b.,  on  same  water.  On  the 
Borrowstone  water,  Nicoll,  keeper,  has  landed  one  and 
two  daily;  while  Dunn,  on  the  Carlogie  section, 
has  had  similar  success,  all  running  from  Clb.  to  91b. 
On  the  Dess  water.  Major  Davidson  creeled  four,  of  61b. , 
6Jlb.,  71b.,  and  81b.;  three,  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  ;  and 
one  of  8Jlb.,  making  twenty-five  fish  on  this  small  water 
since  the  season  opened.  On  the  Lodge  water,  Mr. 
Deverell  creeled  one  of  101b.,  one  of  71b. ;  while  Sir  John 
Gladstone  had  several  of  average  weights  on  the  Com- 
monby  and  Upper  Blackball  waters.  On  the  Cairnton, 
Mr.  Parley  creeled  two  and  three  daily,  while  Mr.  Duncan 
Davidson,  on  the  Inchmarlo,  the  Hon.  Otto-Powlett,  on 
Blackball  Castle,  and  Mr.  McKin,  on  Duriis,  have  only 
had  fair  sport.  On  the  King-Caussie  section,  Miss 
Fortescue  l^d  "  first  blood  "  for  the  season  the  other  day 
in  a  beauty  of  81b. ,  while  Mr.  Irvine  Fortescue  creeled 
four,  scaling  6 Jib.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  91b.  The  Ythan  and 
Ugie  opened  on  Saturday  last,  when  Mr.  Gordon,  Ellon 
Castle,  had  a  fair  basket  on  the  Ellon  waters,  and  several 
other  anglers  similar  results  on  the  tidal  reaches.  On 
the  Kingcaussie  water,  Mr.  Irvine  Fortescue  landed  one 
of  7ilb.  on  Monday,  and  two,  of  191b.  and  81b.  on  Tuesday. 
Sir  John  Gladstone,  on  the  Commonty  and  Woodend 
waters,  creeled  twenty-one  fish  in  four  days'  angling  ;  and 
Mr.  Farley  is  getting  six,  seven,  and  eight  fish  daily  on 
the  Cairnton.  On  the  Aboyne  waters,  Mr.  Sharp  had 
one  of  201b.  on  Tuesday;  Mr.  Crawshay  three,  of  61b. 
each ;  and  Mr.  Borthwick  two,,  of  51b.  and  71b.  On  the 
Monaltrie  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Herbert  landed  one  of 
81b.;  while  Mr.  J.  B.  Millar  had  one  of  71b.  on  the 
Ballater  water;  and  Lundie,  Her  Majesty's  keeper,  three, 
of  71b.,  81b.,  and  121b,,  on  the  Balmoral  waters,  which 
were  duly  despatched  to  the  Queen  at  Osborne.  With 
the  advent  of  fresh  weather  sport  has  revived  all  over,  and 
the  prospects  on  the  Dee  are  brighter  than  ever.  Plenty 
of  fish  on  the  lower  and  mid  sections,  and  now  rising 
freely. — G.  M. 

Shin  (luveran,  N.B.).— The  weather  still  continues 
very  frosty,  with  clear  sunshine ;  in  fact,  angling  con- 
ditions covdd  hardly  be  worse.  During  the  past  week  the 
angling  tenant,  fishing  from  the  Sutherland  Arms,  only 
landed  two  salmon,  one  weighing  91b.  on  Tuesday,  and 
a  10-pounder  on  Saturday.  No  sport  expected  until  after 
a  thaw,  of  which,  as  yet,  there  is  no  appearance. — B. 

Sontli  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  opened  for 
angling  on  Saturday  morning  under  most  unfavourable 
conditions.  There  was  sharp  frost  for  two  or  three  nights 
prior  to  the  opening,  and  the  waters  were  very  clear  and  a 
trifle  low  for  salmon  fishing,  nevertheless  a  few  rods  were 
out,  but  nothing  was  done  on  any  of  the  waters.  Very 
few  salmon  have  been  seen  moving  since  the  floods  of  a 
fortnight  ago,  and  none  are  running  in  the  Solway. 
Since  the  nets  opened  in  the  firth  not  a  single 
spring  salmon  has  been  caught  at  two  of  the  principal 
netting  stations.  The  Eden  gave  a  number  of  spring 
fish  to  the  rods  at  the  beginning  of  last  week,  but 
the  sport  has  now  fallen  off  again.  One  trout  has  been 
caught.  In  the  Nith  and  Annan  nothing  was  done  by  the 
rods  on  the  opening  day,  and  anglers  are  of  opinion  that 
there  cannot  be  any  sport  until  some  rain  falls  to  heighten 
the  rivers.  Any  fish  landed  have  been  kelts,  which  were 
put  back  to  the  water.  Yellow  trout  have  been  caught  in 
Bome  of  the  waters,  but  these  fish  are  still  in  poor  condi- 
tion, and  should  not  be  taken  for  another  month.  The 
weather  is  mild,  with  no  immediate  signs  of  rain. — 
Hkatherbeil. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
During  the  past  fortnight  the  rivers  in  the  Borderland 
have  been  running  in  very  poor  angling  form,  and  a  good 
many  disciples  of  the  rod  and  line  are  out  trying  their  luck 
in  various  ways — some  for  salmon,  others  for  trout,  while 
the  pike  fishers  have  not  been  idle.  The  weather  has  not 
been  the  most  favourable  on  all  occasions,  however,  and 
many  blank  days  have  been  recorded  on  all  the  waters.  At 
the  same  time  a  few  catches  of  salmon  have  been  made, 
but  those  have  all  been  killed  in  the  lower  waters,  and 
even  in  that  district  the  reports  are  to  the  effect  "  that 
salmon  are  very  scarce  in  the  river,  and  apparently  none 
coming  up  the  main  stream— Tweed— further  than 
Norham,  in  the  meantime.  There  has  been  no  salmon 
angling  on  the  Floors  Castle  famous  waters  as  yet,  nor 
yet  on  the  Ilendersyde  casts,  and  the  same  remark  applies 
to  the  Makerstoun  and  Rutherford  fastnesses.  Of  those 
who  have  been  most  successful  since  the  season  opened  we 
may  mention  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Dunglas,  the  Hirsel  (son 
of  the  Earl  of  Home),  who,  on  the  Birgham  water,  belong- 
ing to  his  father,  killed,  yesterday,  three  fine  salmon,  of 
14Jlb.,  141b.,  and  141b.  respectively  ;  on  Feb.  16,  Mr.  James 
Steel,  Kelso,  had  a  grand  clean  run  salmon  of  17Ub.,  killed 
on  the  "Bushes"  cast  on  the  Sprouston  water. 
Capt.  P.  M.  French,  on  Feb.  16,  on  the  Till,  had  one 
salmon  of  81b. ;  on  the  18th  he  killed  a  beautiful  141b. 
salmon  on  the  Tweed;  on  the  21st,  on  the  same  river,  ho 
had  a  nice  91b.  salmon  ;  and  on  the  27th,  on  the  Till,  he 
killed  a  fine  fish  of  lljlb.  The  above  are  all  the  fish 
recorded  as  being  killed  up  to  date.  Of  those  who  have 
been  on  the  pike  killing  job,  Mr.  Alexander  Hogarth, 
Heiton  Mill,  Kelso,  had  one  of  21b.  on  the  Teviot 
on  Feb.  18;  and  yesterday  (Tuesday),  on  the  same  stream, 
Mr.  Richard  Orraston,  Hajbink  House,  Koleo,  with 
spoon  bait,  killed  three  of  these  fish,  weighing  respec- 
tively 21b.,  .3Jlb.,  and  41b.— two  of  those  having  been  got 
in  the  Gogram  Pool,  and  the  other  in  the  cast  known  as 
the  "  Room."  There  has  not  been  much  done  in  the  way 
of  trout  fishing,  but  a  few  nice  small  baskets  have  fallen 
to  a  few  of  the  Waltonians,  the  weights  of  which  ranged 
rom  31b.  up  to  Gib.,  the  latter  including  one  trout  of 


IJlb.  The  net  fishings  for  salmon  in  the  Tweed  are 
very  poor  as  yet,  the  yield  being  most  unsatisfactory, 
the  river  not  being  in  good  fishing  trim.  Salmon 
are  very  deficient  in  quantity,  and  only  some  twenty  to 
thirty  trout  are  being  caught  daily.  One  day  last  week 
half  a  dozen  salmon  were  landed  in  the  nets,  and  that  is 
the  largest  number  got  any  day  since  the  season  began. 
On  Tuesday,  at  the  Yarrow  fishery,  a  clean  salmon  of  21b. 
weight  was  caught,  and  this  is  said  to  be  the  smallest 
salmon  on  record,  but  if  I  remember  aright  there  was  olo 
got  in  the  Kelso  district  some  years  ago  which  only 
weighed  somewhere  about  Ijlb.  A  seal  was  also  got  in 
the  nets  on  the  Yarrow  fishery  the  same  day  as  the  small 
salmon.  Prices  are:  Salmon,  2s.  8d.  per  pound;  trout, 
23.  9d.  per  pound.  Last  year  at  same  time  prices  were 
2s.  3d.  per  pound. — Ma.xwheei,. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandou  River  (co.  Cork).— Sport  very  indifferent 
for  past  week,  very  few  salmon  being  killed  by  any  of  the 
rod  anglers.  Mr.  H.  E.  Stanley  had  a  good  fish  of  lolb., 
killed  on  the  Woodlands  water ;  and  McCarthy,  a  local 
angler,  one  of  81b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

BlackTtater  (co.  Cork).— Sport  has  sb'ghtly  improved 
for  past  week.  On  the  upper  Kilbarry  water,  Mr.  M. 
Dennehy,  Feb.  23,  one.  251b, ;  24th,  one,  101b. ;  25th, 
one,  171b.  ;  27th,  one,  261b.  Some  good  fish  were  also 
taken  at  Mocollop  and  Careysville  Fisheries. — W.  Haynes 
ANij  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section).— The  fishing  so  far  has 
not  been  equal  to  that  in  February  of  the  past  two  seasons. 
Heavy  and  continuous  floods  in  the  latter  part  of  January 
and  early  part  of  February,  combined  with  high  tempera- 
ture, cai-ried  the  first  run  of  heavy  fish  past  this  section, 
and  since  the  season  opened  on  Feb.  12  hard  frosts  and 
bright  sunny  days  have  kept  the  fish  back.  Far  as  I  can 
ascertain,  the  best  sport  has  been  bad  in  the  Slane  Caetle 
Water,  where  the  tenant  and  friends  have  caught  fifteen 
or  sixteen  fish,  the  weights  of  which  I  did  not  hear.  On 
Upper  Black  Castle  water,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  friend  had 
thirteen  fish— 101b.,  141b.,  lolb.,  151b.,  17ilb.,  181b.,  181b., 
191b.,  19ilb.,  301b.,  211b.,  231b.,  261b.  On  the  Blackwater, 
Mr.  Boylan  had  four,  171b,,  181b.,  231b.,  241b.  On  the 
Stacleillan  water,  Messrs.  Jamieson  had  four  or  five  fish. 
On  Ardmulchan,  Murphy,  the  fisherman,  had  two.  On 
Lower  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Fletcher's  guests  had  several  fish 
from  91b.  to  201b.  each.  I  also  hear  that  some  good  fish 
have  been  caught  at  Trim,  including  one  of  281b.  Sport 
will  not  revive  until  we  have  rain,  as  the  river  is  at  low 
summer  level. — Claeet  Fly. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— This  river  got 
into  nice  fishing  order  towards  the  end  of  the  pist  week, 
when  Mr.  T.  Feely  succeeded  in  landing  three  very  handsome 
fresh  run  salmon  of  101b.,  101b.,  and  91b.  respectively,  on 
the  23rd,  24th,  and  25th  ult.  Capt,  Austin,  of  the  2nd 
Dorset  Regiment,  also  took  a  salmon  on  25th  ult.  A  good 
show  of  fresh  run  salmon  in  the  river  during  the  past 
week,  and  prospects  of  sport  seems  at  present  very  good. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  Rev.  Wm.  Verner  tried  this 
lake  during  the  past  week,  and  took  four  splendid  brown 
trout,  in  fine  condition,  of  71b.,  3 Jib.,  3 Jib.,  and  31b. 
respectively,  on  23rd  and  24th  ult.  Mr.  Verner  also  hooked 
a  heavy  fresh  run  salmon  on  24th  ult. ,  but  unfortunately 
lost  same  after  some  ten  minutes  play.  Should  the 
weather  continue  as  mild  as  it  is  at  time  of  writing,  good 
sport  will  be  had  on  this  lake  from  this  forth. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Cork  Rivers. — The  weather  being  favourable,  and 
the  waters  generally  in  fair  order,  sport  has  shown  up 
somewhat  since  last  report  on  the  rivers  open  f«r  angling, 
and  is  expected  to  be  good  later  on  if  the  conditions  keep 
favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  is  still  very  backward  on  the 
Kerry  rivers.  In  fact,  it  has  seldom  or  never  been  so  poor 
at  this  time  ;  but  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
somewhat  better. — T.  J.  D. 

Killamejr. — Sport  has  shown  a  slight  improvement 
since  last  report,  though  it  is  still  very  poor.  It  is  quite 
unaccountable  how  matters  have  been  so  backward,  as 
there  were  good  grounds  for  supposing  that  spring 
salmon  were  numerous  even  at  the  commencement  of  the 
season.  On  the  mountain  lakes  brown  trout  fishing  has 
given  fair  sport  on  many  days,  the  best  baskets  being  had 
on  Lough  Quittane. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  for  past  week  has 
been  anything  but  good.  Numbers  of  fish  are  to  be  seen 
in  every  pool,  but  they  refuse  to  look  at  anything.  On 
Ashton  Fishery,  Col.  Rock  had  two,  91b.  and  8Jlb.  On 
Mashonoglass,  Mr,  F.  Barry,  three,  lOJlb.,  91b.,  81b. 
On  Lord  Bantry's  water.  Rev.  Canon  Archdall,  two,  111b., 
91b.;  Mr.  G.  M,  levers,  two,  71b.,  91b,  On  Ballineadig, 
Capt.  Richards,  Hampshire  Regiment,  one,  (Jib.  On 
Fargus,  Capt.  Douglas  Pennant,  60th  Rifles,  one  81b. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiongh  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— There 
has  been  a  complete  absence  of  sport  in  the  line  of  salmon 
since  last  report,  and  only  a  very  few  sizeable  brovyu  trout 
were  taken.  All  the  most  approved  lures  were  tried,  but 
all  to  no  avail,  as  the  salmon  would  not  look  at  anything 
in  the  shape  of  either  fly  or  minnow.  Spring  salmon 
continue  to  arrive  in  fair  or  average  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Mask  (Clonbar.  co.  Galway),  —  The 
preservation  of  Lough  Mask  in  the  past  three  years  is  now 
bearing  its  fruit.  Notwithstanding  the  rather  unfavour- 
able weather  since  the  season  opened,  trout  fishers  have 
had  fair  sport  latterly.  On  Saturday  a  local  gentleman, 
Mr.  Gavan,  killed  211b.  of  brown  trout  on  the  fly,  the 
largest  being  3Jlb. ;  and  other  local  anglers  since  have  had 
good  bags,  clearly  proving  that  improvement  on  sport  on 
what  was  fermorly  one  of  the  worst  poached  waters_  in 
Ireland.  March,  April,  and  May  are  the  best  fly  fishing 
months  on  this  lake,  and  Joyce's  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur,  the  best  station  for  fishing  it.   The  Mask  trout 


run  up  to  71b.  and  91b. ,  but  these  are  generally  killed 
trolling   during   the  summer  and   autumn  months.- 
J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Neagh  Full  en  Fisheries.— In  the  past  weeli 
Messrs.  Alan  Hornsby  and  Cecil  Roche,  H.M.  Inspectors 
of  Irish  Fisheries,  held  inquiries  at  Antrim,  Toombridgel 
and  Stewartstown,  re  an  application  to  have  a  limit  set  on 
the  number  of  pieces  in  the  trammel  nets  used  by  th^ 
Lough  Neagh  puUen  fishers.  From  the  evidence 
adduced,  it  seems  that  the  nets — for  which  £1  licence  ifj 
paid — consist  of  from  seventy  to  a  hundred  pieces,  and^ 
sometimes  extend  over  5000  yards,  or  almost  three  miles. 
A  net  of  thirty  pieces  of  1500  yards  was  suggested,  and  a 
proposition  was  also  made  by  the  conservators  that  a 
licence  of  5s.  should  be  placed  on  each  section.  The 
inquiry  terminated  at  Stewartstown, — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  good,  considering  the  early  stage  of  the  season, 
on  aU  the  above  lakes.  The  weather  has  been  favourable 
and  the  watersi  n  nice  order ;  and  the  fish  took  the  flies 
well  throughout  each  day — the  best  killing  flies  being 
small  Clarets.  The  [mountain  lakes  in  the  district  con- 
tain brown  trout  only,  natural  obstructions  preventing  the 
passage  of  sea  trout  up  beyond  the  lower  levels  of  the 
mountain  little  plateaus. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  river  is  in  good  order,  but  frost  and  cold 
east  wind  has  prevented  fish  from  taking  the  fly.  Captain 
Palmer  on  25th  ult.,  lost  a  good  fish  after  twenty  minutes' 
play  ;  Mr.  Benson  on  28th  lost  a  fish  almost  ready  for  the 
net.  The  loughs  are  coming  in  to  order. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Kiilaloe).  —  In 
consequence  of  the  long  continued  stormy  weather  along 
the  south  coast  of  Ireland  comparatively  few  spring 
salmon  have  up  to  the  present  ascended  the  Shannon  from 
the  Atlantic.  The  ever  welcome  beautiful  fish  are,  how- 
ever, now  beginning  to  show  in  greater  numbers,  thanks 
to  the  mild  weather  which  has  prevailed  inland  for  the 
last  week  or  ten  days.  In  the  Kiilaloe  section  of  the  river 
Sir  Daniel  Gooch,  Bart.,  who  has  rented  Mr.  Robert 
Twisse's  Parten  water  and  residence  attached  for 
a  term,  has  within  the  last  few  days  killed  three 
very  handsome  spring  salmon,  weighing  respectively 
331b.,  161b.,  and  141b,  Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards,  The 
Priory,  Usk,  Monmouthshire,  who  has  been  fishing 
my  preserves  for  some  days,  went  out  on  the  river  on 
Saturday  at  10  30  a.m.,  and  before  11  a.m.  he  had  in  the 
boat  a  nice  springer  of  17ib.  I  am  fully  confident  that 
March  and  April  months  will  turn  out  very  satisfactory, 
because  when  fish  do  not  run  up  early  they  invariably 
come  latsr  on;  such,  at  least,  has  been  my  experience  for 
very  many  years  on  the  Shannon.  We  shall  hive  amongst 
us  in  a  few  days  (here  at  Kiilaloe)  a  good  many  English 
gentlemen  anglers,  who  have  spent  many  seasons  on  the 
beautiful  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  reaches,  both  above  and 
below  the  bridge. — S,  J.  Hurley. 

Ulster  Rivers. — A  large  batch  of  rivers  opened  for 
angling  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  inst.,in  Tyrone,  Antrim, 
Derry,  and  other  parts  of  Ulster,  in  beautiful  weather. 
These  included  the  Bann,  Upper  Bann,  Maine,  Black- 
water,  Moyola,  Erme,  Ballinderry,  &c.  Most  of  these  are 
in  fair  order  after  the  spell  of  dry  weather  of  the  past 
week.  The  nightly  frosts,  however,  are  against  fronting. 
—J,  A,  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  follovdng  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
March  10.    Neap  tides.    Lowest  on  Tuesday. 


Scarborough 

Yarmouth  ,,, 
Lowestoft  ... 
Aldeburgh  .... 
Harwich   


Southend,  Shoer-> 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-'\ 
stairs,  &  Bams- V 
gate,  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  j 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 
South  wick  j 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun. 

Hon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th, 

Fri. 

a.m. 
8.  a 
p.m. 

S.35 

a.m. 

9.  a 
p.m. 
9.35 

a.m. 
10.13 
p  m. 

10.53 

a.m. 
11.44 
p  m. 

a.m. 
0.31 
p.m. 
1.11 

a.m. 
1.4T 
p.m. 
2.17 

a.m. 
2.45 
p.m. 
3  11 

0.  46 

1.  7 

1.30 
1.65 

2.25 
2.69 

3.45 
4.36 

5.25 
6,  9 

6  46 
7.18 

7.47 
8,13 

1.28 
2.49 

2.12 
2.37 

3.  7 

3  42 

4.28 
6.18 

«.  7 
6  61 

7.28 
8,  0 

8.29 
8.5i 

2.17 

2.39 

3.  1 
3.2C 

3  56 
4.31 

5.16 
6.  7 

6  51 
7.40 

8.17 
8.49 

9.18 
9.48 

3.39 
4.  0 

4,23 
4.48 

5  18 
5.53 

6.38 
7  29 

8.18 
9.  2 

9.29 
10.11 

10.40 
11.  5 

4.2G 
4.49 

5.14 
5.41 

6.12 
6.51 

7.37 
8.26 

9  15 
10.  0 

10.37 
11.  7 

11.34 
11.58 

.3.28 

3.55 

4.14 
4.42 

6.12 
5.48 

6.31 
7.16 

8.12 

8  66 

9,34 
10.  7 

10.34 
10.59 

2.58 
3.21 

3  15 
4.11 

4.43 
5.21 

0.  3 
0,49 

7  34 
8.14 

8.48 
9.10 

9.41 
10.  6 

2.38 
3.  1 

3  25 
3.61 

4.23 
5.  1 

6,SR 
6.29 

7.14 
7.64 

8.28 
8  66 

9.21 
9.46 

2.  G 
3.29 

3.53 
4.19 

4.51 
6.29 

6.11 
6.57 

7.42 
8.22 

8,56 
9.24 

9,40 
10.14 

3.  2 
3.25 

3.49 
4.15 

4.47 
5.25 

6.  7 
6..';3 

7  38 
8.18 

8. .52 
9.20 

9.4', 
10.10 

3.23 
3.4(i 

4.10 
4.37 

5.  8 
6.46 

6.28 
7.13 

7  59 

8  39 

9.13 
9.41 

10.  0 
10.31 

3.22 
3.45 

4  10 
4.37 

6.11 
5.52 

6.38 
7.27 

8.14 
8.65 

9.29 
9.58 

10  24 
10.47 

9.42 
10,  3 

10.28 
10  57 

11.32 

0.  14 

1.  3 

1.63 
2.40 

3.21 
3.57 

4.27 
4.66 

Deal  (The  Fier). — A  few  anglers  have  patronised 
the  pier  daily  during  the  past  week,  but  their  catches  have 
proved  very  meagre.   The  codling  seem  to  have  moved 
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farther  sonth,  and  a  few  dabs  and  plaice  have  constituted 
the  only  returns.  Sunday's  visitors  were  Messrs.  Gareau, 
Upton,  Smith,  and  Linton,  but  the  day  proved  quite 
devoid  of  sport,  the  only  citcb  being  a  small  dab  tiken  by 
a  local  angler.  Mr.  Bushnell  and  Mr.  Chittenden  each 
fished  for  several  hours  on  Monday  afternoon,  the  former 
getting  five  small  dabs  and  plaice.  Tuesday's  fishermen 
were  Messrs.  Meacock,  Filmer,  Cooper,  and  Bushnell,  but 
the  day's  catch  only  totalled  eight  small  flat  fish.  The  same 
anglers  put  in  an  appearance  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
when  sport  again  ruled  very  slow  indeed,  only  six  small 
dabs  being  taken. — J.  Eichardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal. — Although  the  weather  has  been  very  fine  lately, 
nothing  worth  mentionicg  in  the  way  of  fishing  has  been 
done.  It  looks  as  if  the  fish  have  left  for  deeper  water, 
and  any  gentleman  wishing  to  try  his  luck  close  to  the 
Goodwin  Sands,  I  advise  him  to  bring  some  fresh  herring 
for  bait,  as  we  have  none  here.  Tides  suit  the  latter  part 
of  this  week  and  early  part  of  next,  but,  of  course,  fine 
weather  is  required  for  this  kind  of  fishing. — Edwd. 
Hanger  (Agent,  B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  at  the  time  of  writing  is  very 
springlike,  and  makes  one  anxious  to  see  their  boats 
afloat.  Pollack  and  bass  are  coming  closer  inshore  again. 
There  is  not  so  mush  fresh  water  coming  down  the  rivers, 
and  the  sea  is  clearer.  Some  fine  bass  have  been  taken  at 
the  Great  Western  Docks.  They  seem  to  take  better  at 
dusk,  or  after  the  lamps  are  lit.  Mullet  are  still  being 
caught  near  the  dock  gates  and  inner  basin,  but  they  are 
very  spasmodic  in  their  feeding.  Mackerel  are  making 
their  appearance  to  the  westward.  This  is  early,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  we  have  a  much  better  season  with  them 
than  we  had  last  year,  which  I  believe  was  the  worst  on 
record.— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Sontliend  and  Leigh.— March  1. — The  weather 
here  has  been  superb ;  fishing  good.  Flounders  are  just 
now  at  their  bett— full  of  roe — but  they  should  be  gutted 
and  cleaned  as  soon  as  caught.  The  best  bait  is  lug  worm. 
The  barometer  is  unusually  high,  to-day's  reading  being 
30-7in.,  steady;  wind  S.W.,  very  light;  sea  smooth; 
weather  clear.  May  I  cnce  more  ask  brother  anglers  who 
have  had  good  sport  to  drop  me  a  postcard  to  Bramford, 
Westeliff,  so  that  their  8ucc98ses  may  be  duly  recorded. 
Week-end  prospects  very  favourable. — Charles  Hussey 
(B.S.A.S.). 


Jingling  '^ixinves. 

March  5.   

Battersea  Friendly  :  Consolation  match. 

Campbell  United :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Woking. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing  to  Weybridge. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatoiials  :  Outing. 

Earlsfield  :  Prize  outing. 

Good  Intent :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Match  at  Broxboume. 

Harcourt :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Tlolloway :  Outing  to  Teddington. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Jolly  Butchers  :  Match  at  Chertsey. 

North  London  :  Match  at  Teddington. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Hampton. 

Royal  George  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Koyal  Oak  :  Eoving  match. 

St.  John's  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Sundial :  Outing. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Taplow. 

Walworth  Wa'.toniang :  Match  at  Yalding, 

Wellington  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Roving  match. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Xaxch  7. 

Bomore :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Earlsfield :  Smoking  concert. 

Hoiton  Brothers :  Smoking  concert. 
Xarch  8. 

B.8.A.S  :  Lecture  by  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin. 

Brompton  :  Supper. 

Greenwich  :  Smoking  concert. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  Green  :  Reading  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 
March  9. 

Royal  George  :  Visit. 
March  11. 

Lychoobite :  Competition. 


March  12. — Amicable  Excelgiors  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
12. — Bermonds'-y  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 

„  12.— Duke  of  Norfolk :  Match. 

„  12,— Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Bnres. 

II  12.— Lychnobite  :  Competition. 

II  12. — North  Lambeth  :  Match  at  Bnres. 

,1  12. — Queen's  Piscatorials  ;  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

,1  12. — 8tf;ckwell :  Match  on  the  Thames. 

I,  12.— United  Brothers  :  Match. 

I,  12. — Walham  Green  :  Roving  match. 

)«  12. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

II  12. — Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Cup  competition. 

II  13. — Albion  Brothers  :  Visit. 

II  20. — Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

II  2fJ.-  Ph'/jnix  :  Visit. 

II  2f». — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

It  20. — St/ickwell :  Concert. 

„  22. — Bo9t^)niang  ;  Lantern  lecture. 

II  23.— Thames  liiver  and  Lock  Keepers'  dinner. 

II  25.— Lychnobite  :  Benefit  concert  at  the  Champion 
Hot^el. 

II  2fi, — Amicable  Excelsior :  Match  at  Egham, 

II  26.— Amicable  Waltoniaas :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 


We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Beporta  munt 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  >S7. 
Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
13s.  7^d.,  proceeds  of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers' 
Bohemian  concert;  .£1  Is.,  J.  Trowers,  Robinson  Crusoe, 
Eirl-street,  W.,  as  a  life  member ;  and  £23  ICs.,  proceeds 
of  the  Windsor  competition.  At  the  last  meeting  £17 
were  voted  for  three  applications.  The  next  committee 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday,  March  10,  at  8.30. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Iiist. — The  next  visit  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
March  9,  to  the  Royal  George  Angling  Society,  held  at 
the  Queen's  Arms,  Bateman-street,  Soho.  Messrs. 
Gibbons  and  Steptoe  promise  some  good  talent, — J. 
Harris. 

Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Acton. — Fifth  punt  competition  of  the  above  took  place  at 
Twickenham  on  Feb.  20,  twelve  competitors  taking  part  in 
same  ;  the  weather,  also  the  fish,  were  not  so  kind  as  they 
might  have  been,  but  each  member  tried  his  best  to  gain 
the  prizes  given  by  donors.  Upon  weighing-in  at  club- 
house the  following  were  returnpd  winners :  Special 
prize,  by  Mr.  Carrington  Smtih,  Mr.  G.  Sizmar,  1st; 
prize  value  21s.,  by  F.  E.  Blake,  Mr.  Vollmer,  2nd  ;  prize 
rod,  winch,  line,  by  Mr.  C.  Brown,  Mr.  C.  Palmer,  3rd  ; 
prize  by  Mr.  Chick,  value  10s.  Cd.,  won  by  Howell, 
4th;  prize  by  Mr.  T.  Parlett,  crutt,  won  by  Mr.  N. 
Chick,  5th ;  prize  by  Mr.  J.  Spong,  tackle  case  complete, 
won  by  T.  P.  South,  6th.  Punts  by  Mr.  J.  Spong, 
Twickenham. — W.  Howell. 

Albion  .Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Frampton 
Arms,  Wells-street,  Hackney. — On  Feb.  26  several 
members  were  out  for  prizes,  Mr.  King  taking  Mr. 
AUright's  prize  for  gross  weight;  Mr.  C.  Osberti  taking 
Mr.  Coventry's  prize,  also  winiing  first  sweepstakes  ;  and 
Mr.  Andrews,  secovd  sweepstakes ;  Mr.  Smish  had  two 
nice  chub;  Mr.  Tloiusju,  two  good  bream;  and  Mr. 
Pearce,  several  nice  djci.  On  March  5,  the  clock,  by  Mr. 
Sparrow,  for  gross  weigho  of  roach,  also  5a.,  and  5s.  gross 
weight  of  perch  from  Coventry's,  and  two  dace  prizes  of 
cash.  All  members  of  the  association  are  eligible  to 
compete  for  the  cash  prizes,  but  must  show  their  card 
before  signing  the  book  at  Coventry's. — C.  J.  King. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society., 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W, — 
The  members  met  on  March  Ist,  and  the  previous  minutes 
were  confirmed.  Messrs.  Shepherd,  Abbott,  and  Hen 
Abrahams  had  roach,  chub,  &c.  Ben  had  one  roach,  14foz. 
Several  other  members'  reports  of  fish  were  heard. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  iSociaty,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Feb.  20  the 
members  fished  a  match  at  Windsor  for  six  prizes.  The 
following  were  the  winners  :  Mr.  Drew,  perch  and  dace, 
first;  Mr.  Hall,  perch  and  dace,  second;  Mr.  Chambers, 
dace,  third;  Mr.  Butlin,  perch,  fourth.  Mr.  Hall  won 
the  special  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish  with  a  perch  lOjOz. 
There  is  one  prize  left  to  compete  for  on  March  5 ;  roving. 
I  hope  to  nee  a  good  muster. — J.  Chambers. 

Aiaicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Pi-ince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  next  match  vsill 
take  place  at  Cookham  on  March  12,  from  Cookham 
Church  to  Bourne  End  Bridge ;  towpath  only  ;  all  to  go 
by  first  train  on  the  mornins;.  On  Feb.  26  we  fished  our 
match  at  Egham,  when  the  prizes  were  won  by  the 
following  :  Mr.  G.  Taylor,  fiist,  with  perch  ;  Mr.  G.  Rich, 
second,  with  perch  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Pope,  third,  with  dace. 
—J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — The  outing 
of  the  above  for  a  series  of  prizes  was  a  great  success,  some 
fine  shows  of  fish  being  the  result,  the  following  members 
having  the  best  takes  :  Lambarth,  roach  and  dace  ;  Payne, 
roach;  Hutchings,  jack  ;  Millin,  roach  and  dace  ;  Nunn, 
sen.,  roach.  Several  other  members  also  had  shows  of 
fish.  Some  good  prizes  for  the  next  two  Sundays ; 
members  go  where  they  like. — G.  Merry. 

Battersea  Prionaluf  AngXlnfj  0ociet.r>  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — Our  roving  match 
at  Reading  on  Feb.  26  proved  very  successful,  the  prizes 
being  taken  by  the  following  members  :  Messrs.  A.  Ansty, 
first;  F.  Ireland,  second ;  A.  .Tenkins,  third  ;  W.Thomas, 
fourth  :  W.  Hersant,  fifth.  Also  weighed-in,  Messrs.  E. 
Guy  and  F.  Aplin.  The  consolation  match  for  non-prize 
winners  this  season  is  fixed  for  March  5  ;  open ,  roving  ;  jack 
barred.    Can  go  overnight. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Pisoatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
gtanley-road,  Clapham  .Junction,  S.W.  —  Since  last 
report  several  of  our  members  have  weighed-in  fish.  Mr. 
C.  Harris,  perch  ;  T.  Tringham,  perch  and  bream,  Mr.  S. 
Death  being  first  in  consolation  match.  Remaining  prizes 
to  be  fished  for  on  March  5.  Members  to  go  where  they 
like,  from  bank  only.  We  had  much  pleasure  in  nomina- 
ting Mr.  F.  Simpson  a  working  member,  and  have  more  to 
follow. — T.  Thi.ngham. 

Bermoudsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  8.B. — On  Feb.  20  Mr.  J.  Hobbs 
weighed  in  131b.  of  roach,  and  Mr.  J.  Smith  131b.  of  roach. 
On  March  1,  Host  G.  11.  Shepherd  weighed-in  331b.  of 
perch,  and  Mr.  J.  Martin  121b.  of  jack,  from  the  Thames. 
The  competition  for  the  remaining  six  prizes  will  be  fished 
for  on  March  12,  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  at  the 


meeting  on  the  8th.  There  is  also  a  half  guinea  prize  for 
the  largest  roach  caught  on  Sunday  from  any  waters 
(open),  from  this  date  until  the  last  Sunday  in  March.— A  hr 
Conn.  _    .  , 

Elackfriais  Angling  Societ.T,  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-strect,  8.E.— Several  members  out  on  Feb.  19. 
Messrs.  Whiley,  Farmer,  Slump,  and  Wheelhouse,  grand 
show  of  roach  and  dace  ;  J.  Foster,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  ; 

G.  Howard,  roach  and  dace.  On  Feb.  26,  Mr.  Wheel- 
house,  dace,  roach,  and  bream.  We  have  decided  to  fish 
our  March  series  of  prizes  (roving)  anywhere.  Mr.  Cope, 
our  host,  has  kindly  offered  us  another  guinea  for  our  last 
outing,  when  I  hope  to  sse  all  members  weigh-in  from 
anvwhere  —J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-s'.rejt,  Bloomtbury.  —  On  Feb.  20 
Mr.  J.  Taylor  weighed-in  psrch, bream,  and  roach  ;  Messrs. 
F.  W.  Stocker,  W.  Bray,  F.  S.  Parett,  roach  ;  C.  Davis, 
perch.  On  March  1  Mr.  W.  Taylor  was  elected  a  working 
member.— T  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  The  Bntannia,Ciarendon- 
road,  Notting  Hill.  W.— On  Feb.  26  several  members 
were  out  with  the  following  results  :  Messrs.  P.  Harley, 
5ib.  lOoz.  roach  and  dace ;  H.  Cowan,  3Ib.  14cz.  roach 
and  dace  from  Pangbourne  ;  Messrs.  H.  Dagworthy,  H. 
Hamilton,  sen.,  and  H.  Hamilton,  jan.,  had  a  splendid 
show  of  roach  and  dace  from  Petersham.  Our  A.B.S. 
concert  takes  plac3  next  Tuesday.  March  7,  at  8  p.m. 
The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Harris,  faced  by  Mr. 
Ben  Abrahams.  Pianist,  Mr.  G.  Charltsn,  o?  the  Elgin 
Angling  Society.— H.  Dagworthy. 

Sostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street.  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town.— On  Feb.  26 
Mr.  Billicga  had  a  nice  take  of  chub  ;  also  Mr.  A.  Jones, 
chub  ;  Mr.  Jennings  some  good  roach.  On  Wednesday, 
March  22,  at  9  o'clock  p  m. ,  Messrp.  Ward  and  Jones  will 
give,  with  the  assistance  of  the  lantern,  to  the  members  of 
the  society  and  their  friends,  an  original  production  of 
"  Facts  and  Fancies."  The  vocal  and  instrumental  music 
will  be  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  A.  Jones.— J.  H. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society.  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N. — 
Oar  sea  outing  on  Feb.  19  turned  out  a  complete  failure, 
only  seven  or  eight  fish  being  taken.    On  the  same  day 

H.  C.  Canton,  roach,  two  largest  lib.  2oz.  each  ;  A.  Field, 
roach,  largest  l^lb.  ;  H.  Bodien,  i:V.b.  lloz.  of  roach, 
largest  lib.  O^nz.  On  Feb.  22,  H.  Bolien,  roach,  31b. 
The  match  on  Feb.  26,  at  Cookham  for  five  prizes,  four 
being  won  by  the  following;  H.  C.  Canton,  first,  81b. 
roach  ;  C.  Smith,  second;  J.  Dean,  third  ;  W.  Veecham, 
fourth.— Hy.  Tame. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountains 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— A  peg-down  match  at  Henley 
on  March  12,  usual  conditions.  Members  wishing  tD  com- 
pete please  attend  next  Wednesday  concerning  prizes.  Mr. 
Hutohinswon  the  last  prize  remainiag.  Mr.  Fitzgibbons, 
roach ;  Mr.  Scutt  lhad  roach  and  chub  on  Feb.  20.— W. 
Sutton. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— We  had  a  good 
show  of  fish  on  Feb.  26.  Messrs.  White,  some  good  jack 
and  roach;  Cook,  perch  and  roach;  Fuller,  jack  and 
reach  ;  Taylor,  jack  ;  Golding,  jack.  We  have  a  concert 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  on  March  13;  admission  by  pro- 
gramme.— E.  BOXALL. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Jtmotion,  S.W.— On  Feb.  25 
Mr.  A.  Bowater  weighed-in  a  nics  show  of  roach, 
171b.  9oz. ;  and  Mr.  Geo.  Cook,  31b.  14oz.  roach.  Result 
of  match  at  Windsor  on  Feb.  26  :  First,  C.  Ball ;  second, 
J.  Thorne;  3rd,  H.  Moore;  4t;h,  T.  Rce.  A  consolation 
match  will  take  place  on  March  5,  at  Woking,  for  sis 
prizes  ;  boundary  from  iron  fence  to  wooden  fence  ;  all  to 
cease  fishing  by  6.30  ;  train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.44  ; 
return  from  Woking  by  7.56. — G.  T.  J.\mesox. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common.  S.W.— On  March  5  we  fish  a 
match  at  Weybridge,  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  train,  Clapham 
Junction,  8.40.— T.  Pasmore. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Feb.  12  we  were 
saved  a  blank  by  Mr.  E.  Hunt  with  small  jack.  Wednes- 
day, March  1,  committee  arranged  prizes  for  outing  on  the 
12th.  Members  will  regie;  to  hear  that  Mr.  W.  Browning, 
our  esteemed  chairman,  has  been  dangerously  LU  with  au 
attack  of  pleurisy ;  we  wish  him  a  speedy  recovery  to 
health  — T.  Faulkner. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List. — The  return 
visit  on  this  list  was  paid  to  the  Peokham  Brothers  A.S., 
at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Cator-street,  Peckham,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  when  a  very  largo  company  assembled,  and 
thoroughly  enjojel  the  excallent  programme  arranged  by 
this  society.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  occupied  the  obair  in 
his  usual  genial  manner,  and  was  accorded  quite  an  ovation 
on  the  toast  of  'Health  o?the  Chairman  "  being  submitted, 
with  musical  honours.  Mr.  T.  Gibbs  ably  occupied  the  vice- 
chair.  On  the  roll-call,  representatives  from  twenty -four 
societies  were  found  to  be  present.  Next  visit  goes  to  the 
Phfeaix  A.S.,  Tavistock  Arms,  Stebbington-street,  N.W. 
Date  in  next  issue. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Ziist. — A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Queen's 
Piscatorials  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Andrews,  of  the 
Camden,  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Moore,  of  the 
Brompton.  The  following  thirteen  societies  answered  the 
roll-call,  viz.  :  Lincoln,  Eustonian,  Bloomsbury  Brothers, 
Alma,  Camden,  Phoenix,  Queen's  Piscatorials,  Princa  of 
Wales,  Dibden,  Harcourt,  Brompton,  Royal  George,  and 
Golden  Barbel.  The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  ;  date  later.— F.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensai-road,  W. — On 
the  26th  the  following  members  were  declared  the  winners 
of  the  nineteen  prizes  fished  for  at  Henley :  Messrs.  E. 
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Baxter,  T.  Collins,  J.  Dunn,  W.  and  C.  Walker,  J.  Reddel, 
G.  Perhatn,  A.  Duncan.  A.  E.  Newell.  J.  Brown,  T.  Twy- 
man,  C.  Scrafeild,  W.  Buck.  T.  Marsh,  F.  Hannabus,  J. 
Barnfather,  A.  Howland,  E.  Baker,  E.  Morris.  Also 
weighed-in,  A.  E.  Fisher,  who  did  not  take  a  prize. 
Twenty -six  members  competed  and  twenty  members 
weighed-in.  Will  members  attend  early  next  Tuesday, 
as  I  want  to  get  away  to  the  Bomore  A.B.  concert  ? — T. 

TWYMAN. 

Collingwood  Angrlini;  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaokfriars-road,  S.E. — The  result  of  our 
match  at  Woking  was  as  follows :  Mr.  Arron,  with  chub, 
first ;  Mr.  Ash,  with  perch,  second ;  Mr._  W.,  Beames, 
roach  and  dace,  third.  Members  wishing  tickets  for  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  should  apply 
for  them  as  soon  as  possible. — W.  H.  Stafford. 

Covent  Oarden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms. 
Long-acre,  W.O. — Od  Feb.  20  Mr.  Curtis  had  a  splendid 
show  of  roach.— W.  Mas.sky. 

Dalstou  Angfliug  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Feb.  2C  a  few  of  the 
members  were  out.  The  only  gentlemen  who  weighed- 
in  were  Messrs.  T.  Swain,  G.  Davies,  and  H.  Poore,  who 
bad  a  very  handsome  show  of  roach,  perch,  and  jack. 
Members  please  note  that  the  financial  jeir  is  drawing 
to  a  close,  and  I  wish  to  present  a  clear  sheet  to  the 
auditors.  Some  prizes  in  hand  to  be  competed  for. — S. 
Malby. 

DibdinI  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — On  Feb.  2C  members  went  to  Bures, 
Windsor,  Uxbridge,  and  Twickenham.  The  following 
weighed-in  :  W.  Elton,  roach  ;  A.  Edwards,  chub  ; 
T.  Coltman,  dace.  Wednesday.  D.  Anasll,  jack;  R. 
Bennet,  roaoh  and  perch  from  Medway.  Quarter  night, 
good  muster. — Johnny  Edwariis. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N. — On  the  5th  outing.  All 
particulars  of — Greg. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Weetbourne  Park. — Some  of  our  mem- 
bers were  out,  when  Mr.  Beamy  weighed-in  181b.  6oz. 
of  roach,  from  Henley;  Mr.  Barns,  roafih ;  Mr.  Tucker, 
roach.  Oar  match  will  take  place  on  March  12,  not  the 
6th  ;  roving ;  usual  conditions. — W.  Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham. — 
On  Feb.  23  Mr.  Dumbleton  weighed-in  jack,  best  fish 
4jlb.  On  Feb.  24  Mr.  G.  Baynton  also  wei^hed-in  jack 
up  to  'i^lh.  A  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday  next,  8th  inst. ;  special  business. — W.  S. 
Price. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— On  Feb.  26  Mr.  Marter  took  the  cup 
with  perch  and  chub ;  the  other  two  prizes  were  not  taken. 
We  have  arranged  another  outing  for  March  5 ;  first 
prize,  a  silver  cup,  presented  by  Mr.  Geo.  Adams  ;  second 
and  third  prizes,  the  balance  left  over  from  last  outing. 


Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  supper  on  Tuesday 
next,  7th  inst. — A.  T. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Notting-hill,  W. — We  fished  our  match  at 
Henley  on  Feb.  26,  and  nine  out  of  the  ten  prizes  were 
taken  in  the  following  order :  Messrs.  Ryell,  Bayliss, 
Wilson,  Drury,  Bridge,  King,  Carroll,  Cox,  and  Billett. 
I  beg  to  remind  all  members  tbat  next  Tuesday,  March  7, 
will  be  the  end  of  the  quarter.  I  hope  all  will  try  to 
attend.  We  shall  have  a  short  meeting,  and  then  go  to 
the  Bomore  concert. — G.  King. 

Forest  Oate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin -road,  Forest  Gate. —  On  Feb.  26  Mr.  Willett 
weighed-in  jack,  and  Mr.  Durell,  chub. — H.  F.  C. 

Globe  Angling  Society.  Earl  Rnsjell,  Isledon-road, 
N. — We  have  had  some  good  shows  of  fish  lately,  Mr. 
Stebbings  and  C.  Ellis  weighing-in  roach ;  Messrs.  R. 
Sharpless,  A.  Hoggett,  and  R.  Sharpless,  jun.,  seme  fine 
perch ;  and  H.  Evans,  dace  and  roaoh.  Monday,  March  6, 
being  quarterly  night,  all  members  are  requested  to  attend 
and  clear  up  arreirs  in  contributions. — W.  Lawrence. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Mr.  Thompson  brought  in 
roach  and  perch,  and  Mr.  JIaybury  roach,  on  Feb.  20. 
Our  members  will  fish  for  fourteen  prizes  on  the  5th  inst. 
at  St.  Margaret's  ;  all  start  by  the  9.8  a.m.  train ;  leave  off 
fishing  at  sis  o'clock ;  pegged-down ;  jack  and  perch 
fishers  to  have  the  roam. — R.  Murphy. 

Oreat  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robia  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — The  first 
competition  for  the  handsome  silver  cnp  given  by  Mr. 
Osborne  will  take  placa  at  Broxbourne  and  Rye  House  on 
March  5. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms. 
Harconrt-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  a  poor  show  of 
fish  on  Feb.  26,  only  a  few  roach  and  perch  being  weighed- 
in.  There  are  still  several  prizes  to  be  taken  at  Shiplake, 
so  I  hope  the  members  will  go  for  them  on  March  5. — 
A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E.— On  Feb.  26  Itfr.  Russell 
won  a  prize — the  onlv  fish  shown  in  the  club.  Members 
to  go  where  they  like  for  remaining  prize.  To  sign  on 
at  clubhouse  at  six  o'clock  or  after.  All  members  not 
signing  on  Saturday  night  will  not  be  eligible. — C.  Smith. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N.— Oar  n.eeting  of  March  1 
was  well  attended,  Mr.  F.  Cluy  in  the  chair.  Several 
members  have  recently  had  good  sport  with  the  roach  and 
perch.  Messrs.  Caines,  Stockton,  and  Horner,  fishing  the 
Colne  at  Drayton,  had  a  fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  and 
perch  ;  Mr.  F.  Hawes,  fishing  with  Vaughan  at  Shiplake, 
had  several  good  perch  and  jack.  Mr.  A.  Stevens,  on 
Friday  last,  had  good  sport  with  the  roach.  Amongst  his 
take  were  six  fish  over  lib.    Our  outing  on  March  5  will 


take  place  at  Teddington.   The  arrangements  are  in  the 
hands  of  McBride. — A.  Clayton. 
Hoxton   Brothers'   Angling   Society,  Spread 

Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — On  Feb.  26  members 
competed  for  special  prizes  at  Ware.  Only  four  were 
won,  by  Messrs.  W.  Bishop,  jack  and  perch  ;  H.  Bailey, 
jack;  T.  McGrath,  roach;  8.  Gillett,  perch.  A  grand 
Bohf  rnian  concert,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  will  take  place  at 
the  above  house  on  Tuesday  evening  next  (March  7). 
Chairman,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  (Host  Bermondsey 
Brothers),  faced  by  Mr.  G.  Armstrong  in  the  vice.  Mrs. 
L.  C.  Pendry  will  preside  at  the  piano  in  place  of  Mr. 
Bert  Ingram,  as  announced  on  tickets.  A  grand  array  of 
talent  has  promised  to  attend.  Ladies  cordially  invited. 
— Johnny. 

Xiaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — The  members 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  Feb.  26.  Only  two 
were  taken ;  the  remaining  one,  with  two  added,  will  be 
competed  for  again  on  March  5,  at  Pangbonrne.  The  two 
special  prizes  offered  for  competition  on  Wednesday  last 
were  not  taken.  They  will  be  fished  for  again  on 
Wednesday  next,  March  8,  on  any  part  of  the  Lea  or. 
Thames;  private  waters  barred. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E. —We  fish  our 
next  match  at  Chertsey  on  March  5,  members  to  leave  by 
the  first  train  from  Waterloo;  to  cease  fishing  at  6  p.m. 
Our  supper  on  Feb.  22  proved  a  success.  I  beg  to  tender 
Mr.  Flowers,  of  the  Wellington  Angling  Society,  our 
thanks  for  his  prize. — G.  Edwards. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
bad  two  shows  of  fish  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Bence  and 
Gilder  from  the  Thames.  I  hope  members  will  attend 
text  week,  and  clear  themselves  on  the  books. — G.  Bence. 

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society. — On  March  5  and  6 
a  roach  competition  will  te  held  on  the  Thames  ;  one  rod 
only  ;  two  largest  individual  fish  only  to  take  the  prizes. 
The  chub  competition  on  Feb.  26  and  27  resulted  as 
follows  :  Mr.  M.  Gunn,  first ;  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  second. 
Members  intending  to  be  present  at  the  annual  dinner  on 
March  20  are  requested  to  send  their  names  to  the  hon. 
secretary  as  early  as  possible. 

Xiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metronolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  Feb.  26  we  fished  our 
outing  at  Sunbury,  the  prizes  being  won  by  the  following : 
Me.'srs.  Cook,  1st,  31b.  loz.  of  perch ;  R.  Watling,  2nd ; 
T.  More,  3rd ;  W.  Bowdrey,  4th ;  Holmes,  5th ;  Clark, 
6th;  Palmer,  7th.  Messrs.  Johnson,  Gilbert,  Rackham, 
and  Bowley  also  weighed-in  roach  and  gudgeon.  There" 
are  some  consolation  prizes  to  be  fished  off  on  the  lAst 
Sunday;  particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  club. — W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— Our  twentieth  annual  dinner  was  held  at 
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the  Bee  Hotel  on  the  23rd  ult.  Capt.  McNab  presided,  and 
he  was  assisted  by  the  president,  Mr.  Veale.  The  function 
passed  off  successfully,  though  the  attendance  of  members 
was  somewhat  meagre.  By  invitation  the  represenfatives 
of  the  East  End,  the  West  Derby,  and  the  Central 
Aflsociations  were  present.  The  usual  toasts  were  given, 
honoured,  and  replied  to.  Messrs.  Harber  and  Heard 
rendered  some  good  songs,  and  Mr.  Oxford  was  first-clas? 
as  an  able  accompanist.  After  an  enioyable  evening  the 
proceedings  were  duly  brought  to  a  finish  at  11 — a  reason- 
able hour.  A  severe  frost  has  prevailed  for  the  last  few 
days,  which  has  brought  the  pike  on,  and  Mr.  White  has 
had  seme  nice  takes  of  dace  and  roach,  with  here  and 
there  a  lusty  trout. — Ed.  Woolfall. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane.  E  C. — Xest  competition  takes  place  on  March  11th 
and  12th,  at  Waltham.  "  Champion  "  concert  takes  place 
on  March  25,  at  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street. 
Tickets  now  ready.  Mr.  W.  Eady,  on  Feb.  24,  weighed- 
in  some  nice  fish,  among  them  being  a  lib.  roach,  and  four 
others,  weighing  together  31b. — Sid  Ransom. 

North-East  Brothers'  Angrliztg  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — On  Feb.  26  Mr.  Thorn  took 
seventh  prize.  Out  of  match  :  E.  Lamb,  Richards,  sen., 
H.  Hart,  H.  CoUings,  and  J.  Eaton.  Jlembars  may  go 
where  they  choose  for  the  prizes  left  over  on  March  5,  and 
start  on  the  day  and  fish  from  bank  only.  23.  6d.  was 
voted  to  the  Thames  river  and  lock  keepers'  dinner  fund. 
Mr.  J.  Eaton  also  gave  23.  6d.,  making  os.  together.  Mr. 
H.  Collins  gave  os.  for  largest  perch  during  the  last  two 
Sundays.  Special  meeting  March  8,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration a  special  prize  outing  for  March  12. — A.  Lewis. 

North  Lambeth  Angling^  Society,  Newcastle 
Arms,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth,  S.E.— Our  last  match  of 
the  season  will  be  fished  at  Bures  on  March  12.  Members 
may  leave  on  Saturday  if  they  please.  Five  prizes  to  be 
fished  for. — E.  Rowites. 

North  Iiondon  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.— On  Feb.  26  the  following  wei«hed-in : 
Messrs.  Ayton,  Elston,  S.  Harris,  perch ;  and  Hayes 
roach.  Mr.  T.  Harris,  jack  fishing  in  the  Lea  at  Brox- 
bonme,  had  a  run  with  a  jack,  as  he  thought,  but,  after  an 
excitable  five  minutes,  brought  his  fish  to  bank,  which 
proved  to  be  a  trout  of  quite  61b.  The  hook  was  carefully 
extracted  and  the  fish  returned  to  the  water.  We  fish  for 
lapsed  prizes  in  the  tidal  at  Teddington  on  March  .5. — H. 
Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colte-kne,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
We  were  saved  from  a  blank  on  Feb.  26  by  R.  Brockett 
with  one  roach.  Our  second  Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of 
the  A.B.F.  took  place  at  the  above  on  Feb.  28.  It  was 
fairly  attended,  and  the  box  was  well  pitronised.  We 
were  honoured  by  the  presence  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood  and 
members  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers.  Also  a  good  muster  of 
the  Good  Intent  and  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers,  aa 
usual ;  and  members  from  the  Hearts  of  Oak,  &c.,  for 
which  I  beg  to  return  sincere  thanks.  Our  next  concert 
will  take  place  in  the  latter  part  of  this  month.— E. 
Beockett. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  members  were  out  on  Feb.  26,  the 
fallowing  having  fish  :  Messrs.  Thompson,  Carter,  Reitz, 
Coldwell,  Tracy,  Vyell.  Hopton,  jun.,  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach  and  perch  (I'Jlb.). 

Peckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Caatle,  Cator-street,  Sumner-road,  Peckham,  S.E.— The 
return  visit  of  the  Central  and  S.L.U.  List  was  a  great 
success.  In  answer  to  the  roll  twenty-four  clubs  responded 
for  the  Central  and  thirteen  for  the  South  London  List. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by 
eeveral  well-known  anglers.  Our  house  was  packed  from 
top  to  bottom.  The  Peckham  Brothers  return  their 
■inoere  thanks  to  the  visiting  clubs.  The  vocal  and  instru- 
mental talent  was  perfect. — d.  ETnp:EiNGTON. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  Feb.  20  we  had  a  big  show  of 
roach,  chub,  and  dace  by  Messrs.  Bouftler,  Austin,  C.  E. 
Sherlock,  and  Carter.  The  next  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  is  to  us,  on  Monday,  March  20. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  Feb.  26  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  C.  Strayton,  J.  Reeve,  C.  Brett, 
W.  Shepherd,  C.  Shepherd,  and  J.  Winsby.  Our  visit  on 
the  Clerkenwell  List  on  Tuesday  last  was  an  absolute 
failure,  only  for  two  or  three  clubs  showing  up  the  room 
would  have  been  quite  empty. — Gko.  Keenk. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Batcman-street.— The  tollowm?  returned  with  fish  on 
Feb.  26  Messrs.  Webber,  Pope,  Holder,  Davis,  Burrell, 
and  W.  Allport.  Mr.  Webber  showed  a  grand  tray  of 
perch.  We  fish  a  competition  at  Bourne  End  on  March  5  j 
u*nal  conditions.  Hope  to  see  all  members  on  that 
occasion.  On  March  9  we  take  a  visit  on  the  Western 
yisiting  List.  Will  all  clubs  take  this  as  an  invitation  ?— 
3.  Gii'.c'i.v.s. 

B«yal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow.— On  Feb.  26  the  following  weighed- 
>n  :  Messrs.  Domsford,  one  jack,  01b.  12oz. ;  E.  Perry, 
31b.  3oz.  roach,  largest  lib.  4r;z. ;  Tisshaw,  parch;  J. 
Pajiie,  i)erch.  All  members  to  book  from  Cobom-road 
Station  for  match  on  jMarch  5. — F.  Pk;.vatem,i. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-gtreet-road,  Clerkenwell.— (Mr  outing  to  Shiplake 
on  Feb.  26  was  not  a  Bn':oe8B,  as  only  two  prizes  were 
teken.  ^All  the  remaining  prizes  are  to  bo  fislied  for  on 
March  ',th  and  12th  ;  any  waters.  Members  are  reminded 
that  Wt;rin<!f.day,  March  8,  is  quarterly  night,  and  end 
of  financial  8^a«on.— F.  Thormno. 

Second  Surrey  Angilntr  Sixilety,  the  Snn, 
>>on)face-irtreet,  We8t,rninst<;r  Bridge-rwl.— At  our  outing 
^Feb.  26  Mr.  W.  Wright  was  the  only  successful  mem- 
ber,  M'taking  firrt  pri/ze  with  roach  and  dace.  Meswa. 


Richards  weighed-in  dace,  and  W.  Bignell,  jack.  We  fish 
remaining  prizes  at  Datchet  under  same  conditions. — W. 

Anstey. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  Feb.  19,  when  the  following 
were  successful :  Messrs.  W.  Roach,  81b.  12oz.,  roach  ; 
Campbell,  51b.  6oz.,  roach  ;  E.  Burden,  lib.  4oz.,  roach; 
B.  Smith,  31b.  15oz.,  roach.  On  Feb.  26  our  competition 
was  fished,  when  the  following  members  were  successful : 
Messrs.  J.  Barnes,  1st,  21b.  6Joz,,  roach;  S.King,  2Dd, 
21b.  2|oz.,  roach;  W.  Roach,  3rd,  21b.  2Joz.,  roach; 
Campbell,  4th,  lib.  5oz.,  roach  ;  Wells,  5th,  7|oz.,  roach  ; 
B.  Smith,  6th,  7oz.,  roach;  Arrigoni,  7th,  4|oz.,  roach. — 
W.  Aldis. 

Sliver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  Feb.  26  our  outing  at  Hertford  was 
not  very  successful.  Mr.  Smith  took  first  prize  with 
dace,  the  largest  6§oz.  ;  Mr.  WooUon  caught  a  nice  trout 
in  good  condition,  but,  of  course,  it  was  returned  to  the 
water.  Tuesday  next  is  quarterly  night. — W.  Bradshaw. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Tuesday 
last  at  the  Peckham  Brothers'  A.S.,  Windsor  Castle, 
Cator-street,  Peckham,  when  thirteen  clubs  were  repre- 
sented. The  next  visit  goes  to  the  St.  Alban's  A.S., 
Rising  Snn,  Princes-road,  Kennington  Cross ;  date  later. 
— Alf.  Painter. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stockwell,  S.W. — Since  my  last  report  several  members 
have  been  out,  all  having  fish,  but  as  we  have  no  gross 
weight  prize  they  were  mostly  returned.  The  concert  and 
sports  committee  have  the  programme  fully  arranged  for 
the  grand  evening  concert,  to  take  place  on  March  20,  at 
Gresham  Hall,  Brixton.  We  fish  a  sweepstakes  match  on 
the  Thames  on  the  12th  inst.  Time  of  train  and  conditions 
will  be  fixed  next  meeting  night. — Thos.  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — The  following  weighed-in 
on  Feb.  26  ;  Mr.  J.  Friend,  perch  and  jack  ;  P.  Humphrey, 
roach  ;  and  F.  Sandilands,  bream.  Will  secretaries  please 
note  change  of  address  of  the  secretary  of  the  above  club  : 
No.  12,  Maldon-terrace,  Millias-road,  Leyton,  Essex. — 

G.  F.  Weaver. 

Siudial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — We  have  an  outing  to  Bourne 
End  on  March  5.  Members  to  go  by  the  8.40  from 
Westbourne  Park,  and  return  by  the  7.42  ;  all  fish  to 
weigh.  There  are  six  club  prizes,  and  several  private 
prizes. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Black  Dog, 
London-road,  Twickenham. — Members  report  having  had 
very  bad  sport.  Messrs.  Ogden  Smith  and  G.  Barrow, 
however,  had  takena  few  good  perch.  Mr.  W.  Beard  was 
elected  a  vice-president,  and  one  new  member  elected. 
Half-a-crovra  was  voted  to  the  T.A.P.S.  Keepers'  Dinner 
Fund. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Societ7.  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford.— On  Feb.  26  Mr.  G.  Marsh,  pike  and 
chub;  H.  Richards,  pike  ;  H.  Tyler,  pike;  J.  Oakley,  J. 
Payne,  roach  ;  H.  Fordham,  roach  ;  S.  Drage,  chub  ;  W. 
Harvey,  roach.  We  fish  a  roving  match  on  March  12  for 
several  prizes.    10s.  6d.  has  been  voted  to  the  T.A.P.S. — 

H.  Tyler. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Feb.  26  Messrs.  W.  Toothill,  roach  and  perch  ;  J.  Toot- 
hill,  roach  and  perch ;  C.  Bathke,  perch.  Lost  prize 
outing  on  March  5,  at  Taplow. — W.  H.  B. 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angliui^  Societ.v, 
Black  Bull,  Pnlham-road,  S.W.— On  Feb.  26  Mr.  Duffield 
weighed-in  perch,  21b.  2oz.  Mr.  Elsmore  has  promised  to 
bring  his  prize  up  to  the  club-room  on  Wednesday  next. 
He  will  also  bring  with  him  Mr.  Wade's  prize — a  jack  rod 
— so  I  hope  members  will  do  their  best  to  be  present. 
Please  do  not  forget  our  last  match  of  the  season  on 
March  12  ;  open  ;  roving ;  two  rods  ;  bank  or  punt.  We 
have  one  gross  weight  prize,  given  by  Mr.  Coombs.— 
W.  H.  Batch. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Mr.  J.  Skelsey  was 
fortunate  enough  to  capture  a  very  fine  jack,  which  scaled 
151b.  2oz.  Messrs.  Howel,  Johnson,  Knight,  Riley,  and 
Thompson  also  weighed-in. — H.  Wigg. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
Messrs.  W.  Wray,  J.  H.  Risdon,  and  A.  Piolaine  were 
first,  second,  and  third  respectively  in  our  last  competition. 
A  cotnpetition  will  be  held  on  March  5,  at  Yalding,  for 
our  pictures  ;  no  member  clear  of  the  books  barred.  A 
competition  for  three  prizes  (bank  only)  is  on  for  Wednes- 
day next.  Mr.  W.  Sparrow  weighed-in  a  nice  bag  of  fish 
from  the  Thames,  including  some  fine  chub. — W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  S.E. — Our  supper  at  the  Jolly  Butchers' 
A.S.  club  was  a  great  success ;  all  our  members  who  went 
had  a  most  enjoyable  time.  Since  my  last  report  Mr. 
Papworth  has  weighed-in  a  fine  show  of  roach  ;  gross, 
2llb. ;  heaviest  fish,  lib.  lOoz.     We  fish  for  our  con- 


Sow  TDK  Seed.s  of  good  health,  prune  and  strengthen  sickly 
and  weak  branches  of  the  tree  of  life,  with  the  aid  of  Holloway's 
world  renowned  pilla  and  ointment.  The  pills  improve  the 
appetite,  sirengthpn  the  di<jestion,  and  regulate  the  liver.  Under 
treatment  with  the  ointment,  bad  logs  bocome  sound,  scorbutic 
skins  cast  off  their  scales,  and  scrofulous  sores  cease  to  annoy. 
When  rubbed  upon  the  abdomen,  it  checks  all  tendency  to  irrita- 
tion in  the  bowels,  and  averts  dlarrhcua,  and  other  disorders  of 
the  intestines  frequently  prevailing  through  the  summer  and 
fruit  seasons.  Heat  bumps,  blotches,  pimpled,  inflammation  of 
the  skin,  and  enlarged  glands,  can  be  efIoctiv»ly  overcome  by 
using  Hollowny'a  remedies,  according  to  instructions  given  to 
each  purchaser, 


solation  prizes  on  March  5,  where  and  how  you  like. — F. , 
Wkstoby. 

West  Oreen  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, ' 
West  Green,  Tottenham. — Mr.  James  Tayler  ("  Red 
Palmer  "),  of  the  Junior  Fly  Fishers'  and  Gresham  A.S., 
will  give  us  a  reading  on  "  Rain  and  Rivers  "  on  March  8, 
at  8.30  sharp.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  visitora. 
On  Feb.  26  Mr.  P.  W.  Brooks  had  a  nice  chub  ;  Mr. 
Sparling,  a  pike  and  perch. — A.  ('•.  HlLL. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Since  my  last  report 
the  following  members  wcighed-in  fish  :  Messrs.  John 
Newton,  James  Newton,  C.  Miller,  T.  Miller,  F.  Horner, 
all  weighed-in  roach ;  Mr.  R.  Lowther,  jack.  We  have 
a  peg-down  match  (the  last  for  the  sfa?on)  on  the  Forty- 
guinea  water  on  the  Lea,  on  March  12.  for  six  prizes  ;  one 
rod  only  to  be  used  ;  all  to  go  down  with  the  first  train  on 
the  morning,  which  leaves  Stratford  at  7.44  a  m. — R. 
Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — Our  match  at  Hampton  Court  fell 
through,  no  member  having  enough  fish  to  take  a  nrice ; 
but  Mr.  Eccarius  (not  competing)  weighed  in  roach  and 
perch.— S.  J.  H. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  Volunteer, 
Chesnut-road,  Tottenham. — On  Feb.  2f)  the  following 
had  fish  :  Messrs.  W.  Butler,  roach  and  dace  ;  W.  Bragg, 
jack  ;  D.  Knight,  jack.  On  March  5  we  fish  for  Mr.  Hoy's 
prize,  two  oil  paintings  ;  all  fish  ;  open.  I  should  like  to 
see  all  members  attend  next  meeting  night,  on  very  special 
business. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road.— 
Only  one  prize  was  won  on  the  26th  nit.,  Mr.  C.  Pain 
being  the  successful  competitor.  Mr.  Enever  reported  the 
catch  of  several  perch  in  the  Thames,  including  a  fish  of 
lib.  4oz.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Bovie,  roach.  A  roving  match  is  ■ 
arranged  for  the  5th  inst.  on  the  Thames;  weigh-in  at 
headquarters  by  9  30  p.m.  Three  prizes  are  offered. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Club,  The 

Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. —  Our  match  at  Amberley, 
on  Feb.  26,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was  a  failure,  no  prizes 
being  taken.  We  purpose  fisHng  at  Windsor,  on  March  5, 
for  the  same  three  prizes. — N.  Linden. 


YORKSHIRE   ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATIOX. 

The  members  of  this  association  held  their  annual 
meeting  recently  at  Powolny's  Rooms,  Leeds,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Refiitt,    the  retiring  president,    in  the   chair.  The 
annual  report  and  statement  of  accounts,  which  were 
read  by  the  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  F.  W.  Branson),  showed 
that  during  the  year  an  important  length  of  the  Eden,  at 
Edenhall,  had  been  acquired  by  the  association,  and  that 
leases  had  been  arranged  for  this  and  also  for  the 
Brougham,  Carleton,  and  Winderwath  fishings.  During 
the  year  the  total  expenditure  had  amounted  to  £431  8b.  Id. 
,  includi[]g  £48  15s.  for  yearling  trout  from  Scotland, 
I  Surrey,  and  the  Wharfe.    On  Dec.  31  the  membership 
was  at  its  full  limit  of  one  hundred,  and  the  list  of 
candidates  for  the  next  vacancy  contained  over  twenty 
names.    At  the  dinner,  at  which  covers  were  laid  for  fifty, 
the  president,  in  responding  to  the  toast  of  the  "York- 
shire Anglers'  Association,"  said  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
say  the  association  was  the  best  in  Great  Britain,  taking 
the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  together.    He  viewed  witii 
pleasure  the  adoption  by  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  of  a  by- 
law shortening  the  trout  season  to  Oct.  1,  the  date  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association 
and  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  for  some  years  past. 
In  speaking  of  the  qualifications  necessary  in  the  angler, 
the  president  said  that  he  must  know  not  only  the  habits, 
but,  what  was  equally  important,  the  habitat  of  the  trout, 
and  he  must  persevere  and  master  all  the  technical  details 
of  the  art,  before  he  could  nope  to  return  in  the  evening 
with  a  full  creel.    Referring  to  the  different  styles  of  fly 
fishing,  the  chairman  alluded  to  the  dry  fly,  which  was 
very  suitable  in  its  home — the  deep  slow-running  southern 
streams — but,  in  his  opinion,  out  of  its  place  in  our  rush- 
ing northern  rivers,  except  in  certain  situations  and 
conditions  of  the  water.    In  conclusion,  the  chairman 
spoke  of  the  growing  popularity  of  the  sport,  and  con- 
trasted the  numbers  thirty  years  ago  with  those  known  to 
practise  the  art  at  present — 10,500  trout  licences  having 
been  issued  last  year  in  that  portion  of  Yorkshire  con- 
trolled by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.    His  reason  for 
this  ever-growing  popularity  was  that  the  sport  seemed 
to  retain  its  attractiveness,  and  the  loyalty  of  its  votaries 
long  after  middle  age  had  caused  other  sports  to  be 
relinquished.    The  other  toasts  were  given  and  responded 
to  by  Messrs.  J.  H.  Davis,  H.  E.  Dewhirst,  J.  A.  Godwin, 
J.  D.  Johnstone,  and  E.  H.  Tetley.    An  excellent  pro- 
gramme of  songs,  Ac,  was  contributed  by  Messrs.  G.  W. 
Atkinson,  C.  Bedford,  H.  Denison,  J.  A.  Godwin,  B.  Hess, 
J.  Hess,  B.  Johnson,  and  W.  Nicholson. —  Yorkshire  Post. 


STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegeaph. — Friday,  March  3,  10  30  a.m. 
Deal. — Smooth  ;  W. 
Dover.— Smooth ;  N.W. 
Ramsgate. — Smooth;  N.W. 
Margate. — Smooth ;  W. 
Hastings. — Smooth ;  N.W. 


Mr.  W.  H.  BrRROws!,  one  of  the  hon.  sees,  of  the 
Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society,  delivered  a  lecture  before  the 
members  on  "  Sea  Fishing,"  on  Feb.  2!!.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  B.  Harris.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent. 
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^offings  bp  ti)e  i3ap. 

_  The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  tvenirg,  March  6,  at  the 
Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 


Messrs.  Harry  Davenport,  Frank  Lincoln,  and 
Leslie  Stiles,  of  the  "  Belle  of  New  York  Co.,"  with  Mr. 
Dyson  Lacy,  have  been  taking  some  good  pike  from  the 
Lea,  at  Brosbourne.  Mr.  Davenport  landed  a  fine  fish  of 
lOjlb.,  and  several  others  from  61b.  and  under  were 
caught,  Mr.  Lacy  also  caught  one  of  Gib.,  and  two  others 
were  taken,  the  smallest  31b. 


Mr.  W.  L.  Renwick,  of  Templemore,  Yorkshire, 
relates  the  following  curious  incident:  "On  Tuesday, 
Feb.  21,  I  was  fishing  for  perch  in  a  lake  near  Temple- 
more.  I  landed  three,  and  again  cast  ray  line.  Noticing 
that  the  float  did  not '  sit '  properly  in  the  water,  I  drew 
it  out,  and  discovered  that  both  hooks  (with  worms  on) 
had  disappeared.  I  searched  the  ground  and  bushes 
around  me,  but  failed  to  find  the  hooks.  The  following 
day  I  again  visited  the  lake,  and  commenced  fishing  at  the 
same  spot  (a  favourite  one).  Imagine  my  astonishment  to 
see  a  blackbird  suspended  from  a  tree  near  me,  and  almost 
touching  the  water.  With  a  friend's  assistance  I  reached 
the  bird,  and  removed  bird,  hooks,  and  branch.  It  would 
appear  that  one  of  the  hooks  had  become  entangled  in  the 
tree,  leaving  the  other  hanging  or  resting  on  a  branch. 
The  bird  saw  the  worm,  swallowed  it,  and  with  it  the 
hook.  The  other  hook,  being  fastened,  the  bird  was 
'  hooked,'  and  so  met  its  death  in  a  very  curious  manner. 
The  bird,  hooks,  and  branch  (as  found),  are  still  in  my 
possession," 

 >  »♦■*<  

A  CORRESPONDENT  Bends  the  following:  "  Anglers  on 
the  Dart  are  much  interested  in  a  proposal  to  purchase 
the  salmon  net  fishery  at  Totnes  Weir,  and  therefore 
improve  the  salmon  rod  fishing  of  the  river.  On  one  hand 
it  is  stated  that  the  fishery  association  exists  for  the 
benefit  of  the  river,  and  it  was  recently  announced  that 
f  100  would  be  probably  set  aside  by  them  for  re-stocking 
the  river  and  providing  ponds  for  the  rearing  of  salmon 
from  the  ova.  The  stitement  that  the  fishery  association 
exists  for  the  benefit  of  rod  fishermen  has  been  adversely 
criticised  in  many  quarters,  reference  being  made  to  the 
fact  that  the  season  following  the  great  storm  of  a  few 
years  since,  when  the  passes  at  Totnes  Weir  were  washed 
away,  the  pool  was  netted  as  persistently  as  ever,  with  the 
result  that  salmon  were  scooped  out  by  the  hundred, 
without  a  chance  to  ascend  to  the  higher  waters.  If  the 
fishery  could  be  purchased,  and  all  netting  stopped  after 
the  bare  expenses  had  been  paid,  it  is  thought  that  the 
Dart  would  provide  the  best  salmon  rod  fishing  in  the 
west  of  England." 

 >■»♦»(  

It's  always  the  way,  if  I  tell  a  little  tale  or  nursery 
rhyme,  some  readers  are  sure  to  want  to  go  one  better. 
Last  week  I  wrote  about  "  a  young  fellow  named  Tate," 
and  my  indiscretion,  it  I  may  so  term  it,  has  brought  a 
fhoal  of  letters.    Many  thanks,  dear  boys.    I  wish  I  had 
room  for  all  ycur  effusions,  but  as  I  have  said  more  than 
several  times,  this  is  not  an  indiarubber  paper,  and  there- 
fore must  content  myself  by  giving  only  one.    Hereit  is  : 
"  A  tutor  who  tooted  the  flute 
Tried  to  tutor  two  tutors  to  toot. 
Said  the  two  to  the  tutor,  '  Is  it  harder  to  toot  or 
To  tutor  two  tutors  to  toot  H  '  " 
 >  *  <  ♦  <  

Mr.  R.  W.  Vernon  writes  from  lovely  Ilfracombe  re 

"  Monsters  of  the  Past  "  : 
"  The  Plesiosauriin — monstrous  fish— yon  tell  us  in  your 

columns. 

Is  found  amidst  the  marl  and  clay  geologists  call  lias ; 
But  where,  '  Dragnet,'  I  prithee  tell,  are  found  the 

monstrous  fishes 
Of  which  we  hear,  but  never  sec,  from  fishermen  or 

imrs  f  " 

Where  are  they  found  ?    Well  really  !  hang  it !  blow  it ! 

I  think  that  if  you  asked  my  youngest  daughter. 
That  she,  though  but  a  child,  would  prove  to  know  it. 

And  would  reply  "  They're  found.  Sir,  in  the  water." 

"Talking  about  patience,"  says  "Halcyon"  in  the 
weekly  supplement  to  the  Lccrig  Mermry,  "reminds  me 
of  a  good  tale  which  the  late  Mr.  Pritt  was  wont  to  relate. 
He  said  that  a  Preston  friend  of  bis  was  commencing 
fishing  one  fine  summer's  morning  on  the  Ribble,  about 
ten  o'clock,  and  noticed  an  individual  intently  watching 
one  of  those  ingenious  mechanical  engines  termed  a 
dredger  at  work.  When  he  was  returning  home  in  the 
evening,  about  six,  he  found  the  ti;an  still  sitting  in  the 
same  place,  and  then  liis  curiosity  was  somewhat  aroused, 
and  he  approached  him,  and  gently  tajjped  him  on  the 
shoulder.  '  My  friend,'  he  said  '  I  do  not  wish  to  bo 
inqaisitive,  but  what  makes  you  take  such  a  great  intei'est 
in  that  machine?'  'Well,'  quoth  tlie  man,  'I  have 
watched  here  all  day,  and  1  shall  stop  all  night,  and  if  1 
stop  for  a  week  I  am  going  to  see  the  end  of  that  chain 
and  those  buckets.'  And  that,  my  dear  friend,  is  the 
exemplification  of  that  cardinal  virtue,  patience.  By  the 
way,  is  there  not  another  old  adage — vin.,  that  '  virtue 
brings  its  own  raward  ?  '  Well,  ail  I  can  say  is,  some- 
times it  does,  and  Bometimes  it  doesn't." 


Two  of  the  finest  pike  taken  from  Milford  lake,  in 
Eighclere  Park,  for  many  years  have  been  captured  this 


week.  One  of  them  scaled  upwards  of  231b.,  while  the 
second  weighed  ISJlb.  The  latter  was  secured  by  a  patty 
of  three  anglers  from  Newbury — Messrs.  Stanley  Hickman, 
Frank  Metcalf ,  and  W.  Skinner — who  had  a  tough  struggle 
with  the  fish,  which,  in  its  endeavours  to  escape,  almost 
upset  the  boat.  Both  fish  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ralph 
Allder,  of  Bartholomew-street,  for  preservation. 


Another  of  those  Bohemian  concerts  for  which  the 
Hoxton  Brothers  are  becoming  so  famous  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday  eveuing  next,  March  7.  at  the  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  N.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  will  be  the 
chairman,  and  Mr.  G.  Armstrong  vice.  Bert  Ingram  at 
the  piano  ;  commence  at  8.30  ;  and  ladies  invited. 


Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsrtt,  president  of  the  Greenwich  A.S., 
is  to  preside  on  Wednesday  evening  next  at  a  special 
smoking  concei't  at  their  headquarters.  Secretary  Dryden 
sends  me  an  invite,  and  also  a  copy  of  their  rules.  From 
what  I  can  see  of  them  (the  rules)  you  must  be  a  hit  of  a 
fisherman  to  take  a  prize  in  the  Greenwich.  "No fish 
under  Thames  measurement  to  be  shown  in  the  club-room, 
except  for  the  purpose  of  bait."  Another  item  is  that 
"salmon  not  less  than  Clb.  "  shall  be  taken  from  the 
Thames  !  Bravo  Greenwich  !  I  can't  quite  remember 
whether  my  name  is  on  your  books,  but  if  I  cannot  get  to 
your  whitebait  dinners,  I  must  have  a  go  at  the  salmon— 
and  we  shall  have  Thames  salmon  soon. 

 >»«■»<  

The  grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  printers'  charities, 
to  be  held  at  the  Champion  Hotel  on  March  25,  wiU  be  one 
of  the  best  ever  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Lyohnobite 
anglers.  Tickets  Is.  each,  should  be  secured  as  possible. 
Messrs.  Sid  Ransom  and  T.  Pedley  will  be  pleased  to  send 
them  on  application  to  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe  Lane. 
 >  <  

Mr.  W.  Howes,  of  Barton  Mills,  says  that  jack  fishing 
is  pretty  good  just  now.  Mr.  Gardner  has  taken  ten,  and 
Mr.  Marshall  five.  Roach  and  dace  are  well  on  feed. 
The  annual  dinner  and  meeting  of  this  flourishing  society 
(the  Lark)  will  take  place  on  Thursday  next. 


"The  May  Fly  is  up  !  "  So  runs  the  report  from  East 
Gloucestershire.  "  Pan  "  says :  "  On  Feb.  25  I  had  a  live 
May  Fly  sent  me  from  Bibnry  on  the  Upper  Coin  ;  it  was 
caught  m  the  Swan  Hotel  Gardens,  right  up  amidst  the 
Cotswold  Hills  !  " 


Anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  their  brother  angler, 
Rudyard  Kipling,  is,  according  to  a  wire  from  New  York 
(March  2)  "  gaining  strength  every  moment.  His  tempera- 
ture and  pulse  are  nearer  the  normal.  .  .  .  The  doctors 
are  almost  certain  of  his  recovery."  [Bravo  !  J 
 >  »♦  ♦  <  

Mr.  H.  Butt,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Izaak  Walton  Angling 
Society,  The  Old  King  John's  Head,  Mansfield-street, 
Kingsland-road,  N.E.,  informs  me  that  on  Feb.  26  Mr.  P. 
Baker  (a  member),  at  Broxbourne,  succeeded  in  capturing 
a  fine  pike  weighing  201b.  It  was  beautifully  marked; 
length  27in.,  girth  21jin.  It  was  landed  unaided,  and  has 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper,  Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's,  for 
preservation. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Gomji,  fishing  the  Dorsetshire  Stonr  sub- 
scription water  at  Iford,  on  Feb.  24,  25,  and  27,  took  the 
following  pike  :  171b.,  131b.,  ISJlb.,  121b.,  111b.,  111b., 91b., 
81b.,  and  twenty  under  81b.  Mr.  Bristowe,  on  Feb.  28, 
191b.,  91b.,  91b.,  81b..  41b.,  and  two  under  41b.  Pike 
fishing  closed  on  Feb.  28. 


The  Welsh  National  Festival,  which  is  annually  held  at 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral  on  the  eve  of  St.  David's  Day,  was 
duly  celebrated  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  upwards  of 
14,000  persons,  chiefly  Welsh,  were  present,  as  well  as 
Englishmen,  Scotchmen,  and  Irishmen.  The  service  was 
in  Welsh  throughout,  and  the  singing  was  a  treat  seldom 
enjoyed.  The  only  thing  to  be  regretted  was  that  Mr. 
Ben  Davies,  the  celebrated  Welsh  singer,  was  unable  to 
be  present,  owing  to  a  severe  cold,  which  prevented  him 
from  singing  two  Welsh  solos,  as  he  had  kindly  promised 
to  do. 

 >♦»♦<  

Hand  and  Heart  is  responsible  for  the  foUowing :  In 
one  of  the  many  picturesque  little  hamlets  which  stud  the 
banks  of  the  river  Ayr,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors 
was  examining  a  class  on  Scottish  history,  and,  wishing  to 
elicit  the  historical  fact  of  James  the  Fifth's  quarrel  with 
his  queen,  Mary  of  Lorraine,  asked  the  question  :  "  Why 
was  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  born  at  Linlithgow  ?  "  When 
up  starts  a  bright  little  fellow,  and  shouts  :  "  Because 
her  mother  was  there."  This  wee  laddie  evidently  has  a 
logical  mind.  There  is  no  arguing  with  such  an  incon- 
trovertible answer,  and  the  boy  should  evidently  be  heard 
of  again  ;  doubtless,  he  will  be. 


"There  is  a  popular  idea  that  fish,"  says  the  Went- 
minster  Gazette,  "  being  cold-blooded  animals,  are 
immune  from  tubeicalosis.  Whether  fish  are  or  are  not 
often  consumptive  remains  to  be  proved,  but  in  the  mean- 
time, and  in  view  of  the  present  anti-tuberculosis  war,  it 
may  (writes  a  correspondent)  bo  interesting  to  recill  tvfo 
proved  cases  of  tuberculosis — one  in  carp  and  the  other  in 
trout.  As  to  tlio  first :  In  1897  some  tu'oeroulous  matter 
from  a  consumptive  patient  was  thrown  into  a  pond  in 
France,  in  wliich  were  some  carp.  The  fish  were  observed 
to  sicken,  and  some  of  them  to  die.  On  being  micro- 
scopically examined,  the  fish  were  shown  to  be  tuberculous. 
Further  experiments  with  healthy  fish  from  other  ponds 
-  tended  to  show  that  fish  could  be  infected  in  the  same 


way  with  the  tubercles  from  the  carp  of  the  pond  first 
affected.  In  this  way  certain  French  savants  claimed  to 
have  discovered  that  fish  were  not  immune  from 
tuberculosis. 

 >♦ * ♦<  

"  The  discovery,  however,  was  not  a  French,  but  an 
English  one,  and  was  made  in  1890,  as  the  result  of  some 
investigations  into  the  nature  of  the  disease  from  which 
some  very  attenuated  and  strange-looking  trout  in  a  lake 
in  the  Hebrides  were  suffering.  The  fish  in  question 
were  long  and  lank,  and  had  a  most  prominent  paunch. 
They  were  used  as  bait  for  lobster  creels  until  one  of  them 
happened  to  attract  the  attention  of  an  angler,  who  dis- 
cussed their  condition  with  some  medical  men,  and  with 
their  skilled  aid  first  formulated  and  then  verified  a 
diagnosis  of  the  disease  from  which  the  fish  were  suffer- 
ing. The  fish  at  first  appeared  to  be  affected  merely  by 
the  presence  of  large  ovarian  cysts,  but  a  closer  exami. 
nation  revealed  diseased  livers,  while  microscopic  inspec- 
tion resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  deadly  tubercle,  and 
proved  that  the  fish  were  consumptive." 


Unfortunately,  I  was  not  able  to  be  present  at  the 
first  ladies'  night  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonard's  Angling  Association  on  Feb.  24,  but  I 
see  from  the  very  tasteful  programme  to  hand  that  they 
must  have  had  a  most  enjoyable  time.  Dr.  Travers 
presided,  and  the  evening  commenced  with  a  quick  trip  by 
lantern  to  Paris,  personally  conducted  by  Mr.  A.  Brooker 
and  Mr.  Jules  Mastin,  and  illuminated  by  means  of  the 
oxy-hydrcgen  limelight.  Among  the  artists  who  contri- 
buted to  the  pleasure  of  the  company  were :  Messrs. 
A.  A.  Barker,  J.  B.  Guy,  W.  G.  Scott,  Wilding, 
J.  Harvey,  P.  T.  Brigden,  and  Mesdames  Tupper,  Addie 
Love,  Gertie  Ball,  and  Peplow.  This  is  the  first,  Isut  will 
not  be  the  list,  ladies'  evening  held  by  this  prosperous 
association. 

 >»»♦<  

"A  dispatch  to  the  New  Yorlc  S'ln  from  Delavan, 
Wis.,"  ssLya  Forest  and  Stream ,  da^tei  Jan.  29,  says  that 
"  while  fishing  through  the  ice,  Tim  Smiley  hooked  a  221b. 
pickerel.  Attached  to  the  fish  was  an  aluminuna  tag, 
fastened  by  a  ring  through  its  tail.  On  one  side  is 
stamped,  "The  Fisheries  Building";  on  the  other, 
"  Prom  the  Fisheries  Exhibit  at  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition,  1893.  Age,  five  years.  Weight,  141b." 
The  tag  has  the  appearance  of  oxidized  silver,  but  is  very 
hard.  The  edges  are  worn  away,  but  the  engraving  is 
clear  and  distinct.  Smiley  intends  to  have  the  fish  pre- 
served, with  the  medal  attached,  and  may  present  it  to 
the  Field  Columbian  Museum.  Fishermen  here  think  the 
dates  and  weights  will  be  valuable  in  determining  the  age 
of  fish  of  this  species.'  " 

 >»>♦<• — 

The  natives  of  Kottiar  are  in  the  habit  of  digging  every 
year  ia  the  summer-dry  banks  of  the  Vergel  river  for  fish, 
which  they  dig  out  by  hundreds,  just  as  they  would 
potatoes.  The  mud  lumps  are  broken  open,  and  the  fish, 
perhaps  8in.  or  lOin.  long,  will  always  be  found  aHve,  and 
often  frisky,  as  if  juet  removed  from  its  supposedly  native 
element — the  watisr.  In  the  dry  bed  of  several  African 
rivers  a  similar  practice  is  often  pursued.  A  kind  of  mud 
fish  buries  itself  whilst  the  bottom  is  still  moist,  and 
remains  there  all  the  summer,  waking  up  when  the  rains 
commence  again. 


One  of  the  'latest  developements  in  the  art  of  angling 
was  recently  revealed  in  the  police  courts.  It  appears  this 
enterprising  individual  professed  to  fish  with  a  walking 
stick,  or  rather  flat  lathe,  instead  of  the  usual  orthodox 
article.  He  used  no  line,  but  the  rod  was  baited  with 
some  stickphast  article,  and  his  happy  fishing  grounds  were 
the  bars  of  public  houses.  In  one  of  these  one  day  he 
entered,  and  after  having  a  drink,  ordered  another,  and,  in 
paying  for  it,  let  the  money  slip  ove  the  counter  on  to  the 
feet  of  the  barmaid.  Whilst  she  was  stooping  to  pick 
up  the  coin,  he  continued  to  hand  two  other  coin 
from  the  shelf  behind  the  bar,  and  which  were  two 
sovereigns.  He  departed  rather  abruptly,  which  aroused 
suspicion,  and  the  loss  was  discovered  m  a  short  time. 
The  landlord  was,  about  an  hour  afterwards,  explaining 
the  affair  to  some  friends,  when  who  shoiild  walk  in 
again  but  this  identical  angler,  and  he  was  at  once 
recognised,  and,  after  a  sharp  struggle,  himself  got  landed 
in  the  lock-up. 


Last  Saturday  evening  a  festive  party  to  the  number  of 
thirty  odd  sat  down  to  an  admirably-served  leg  of  mutton 
supper  provided  by  the  host  of  the  St.  Ann's  Tavern, 
Carter-lane,  Ludgate-hiil— the  occasion  being  a  "  send-off  " 
to  two  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society,  both  of  whom  have  for  sorne  years  past  been 
members  of  the  Times'  companionship.  The  iate  hon. 
sec.  of  the  Lychnobites  (Mr.  J.  E.  Griffiths)  was  in 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Fred  Jones.  During  the  concert 
which  followed,  at  which  there  were  about  eighty  present, 
the  guests — Messrs.  Pulbam  and  Williams,  who  are  about 
to  try  their  fortunes  at  the  Cape,  sailing  per  the  Norham 
Castle  from  Southampton  on  the  4th  inst.— were  each 
presented  with  a  case  of  pipes  as  a  slight  token  of  the 
esteem  with  which  they  were  regarded  by  their  friends. 
"  When  two  such  dear  old  bosom  chums  call  round  to  say 
'  Good  bye,'  it  somehow  puts  you  in  the  '  glums,'  and 
makes  you  blink  yer  eye  ;  and  when  they  show  yer  round 
the  ship  it  kinder  makes  yer  hot,  and  then  to  say,  '  Goodj 
bye,  old  Pip  !  '  Well— that's  what  touches  the  spot.' 
These  two  good  boys  have  the  best  wishes  of  every  angler 
with  whom  they  have  come  in  contact,  and  none  wish  them 
health,  wealth,  and  prosperity  more  heartily  than  their 
brother  member  Dragnet. 
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i^otej3  from  t\)t  j^ortf). 


Keex  frojts  over-night  and  brilliant  sunshine  during  the 
day  have  reduced  sport  somewhat  all  over  from  what  it 
was  during  the  previous  week  on  the  Dee.  Tne  pools, 
however,  are  more  come-at-able,  and  wading  practicable 
on  most  of  the  more  favoured  reaches. 


The  Ythan  and  Ugie  opened  on  Saturday  along  with 
the  latest  bitch  of  salm  )n  streams,  when  anglers  were 
forward  in  fairly  large  numbers,  and  some  really  good 
baskets  of  finnock  made  on  the  tidal  reaches.  Most  of 
these  waters  were  free  to  the  finnock  and  sea  trout  angler, 
but  now  a  daily  ticket  is  issued  at  charges  ranging  from 
23.  6d.  to  58.  per  day,  according  to  the  value  of  tbe  water. 
Many  of  the  old  hands  are  resenting  this  innovation,  and 
according,  did  not  turn  oat  on  Saturday. 


"  Baggots  "  or  unspent  autumn  fish  are  very  common  in 
the  Dee  this  spring,  and  some  of  the  heavier  weights  got 
about ;  Aboyne  and  Glentana  are  of  this  class.  The  fish 
were  disturbed  too  much  during  the  late  autumn  on  the 
spawning  redds  on  the  lower  reaches,  and  got  separated, 
and  hence  the  large  percentage  of  baggots 


The  question'of  the  disposal  of  distillery  sewage  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Banff  Sheriff  Court  during  all  last 
week,  when  Messrs.  Cowie  and  Son,  distillers,  Mortlach, 
raised  an  action  against  the  Commissioners  of  the  Burgh 
of  Dufftown,  claiming  the  right  to  empty  their  effluent 
into  the  village  sewers,  which  the  defenders  have  refused 
to  grant.  A  very  large  number  of  experts,  including  Dr. 
Macadam,  Edinburgh,  were  examined,  and  the  sheriff 
took  the  case  to  Avazandnm. 


The  Aberdeen  Eock  Fishers'  Association  held  their 
annual  dinner  on  Saturday,  in  the  Northern  Hotel. 
Kindred  associations  were  represented  from  Newtonhill, 
Stonehaven,  and  other  places.  Mr.  Cables,  the  secretary, 
waa  made  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  marble  timepiece, 
and  Mrs.  Cables  a  gold  brooch,  "  as  an  appreciation  of 
valuable  services  in  ithe  promotion  of  the  healthy  sport  of 
i   rock  angling."  ____ 

The  association  numbers  between  200  and  300  members 
on  its  roU,  and  has  been  in  existence  in  promoting  sea 
angling  for  over  a  dozen  years. 


Duncan  Murray,  while  fording  the  Shin  near  his 
mother's  house,  in  Sutherlandshire,  on  Saturday,  was 
carried  away  with  the  heavy  current  then  running,  and 
drowned.  Young  Murray,  although  only  twenty-one 
I  years  of  age,  was  well  known  as  an  obliging  and  active 
i  gillie  to  gentlemen  visiting  that  part  of  the  country  for 
sport.   


Ninety  fiah  have  been  got  on  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
section  of  the  Dee  since  the  opening,  twenty-five  of  which 
I  has  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Major  F-  Davidson  and  friends  on 
I  the  little  water  of  Dess  alone. 

Tourists'  tickets  are  now  to  be  issued  between  London 
I  and  Aberdeen  all  the  year  round.    The  question  of  week- 
I  end  returns  between  the  metropolis  and  ^the  north  is 
presently  under  consideration. 


The  Cruden  Bay  Hotel — one  of  the  finest  in  the  north, 
if  not  the  finest — was  opened  on  Wednesday.  Anglers, 
golfers,  tourists,  and  seekers  of  health  generally,  will  be 
glad  to  know  that  the  boose  is  at  last  in  working  order. 


There  is  not  much  anglin;;  in  the  Cruden  Bum  per  se, 
but  the  bay  fishing  is  as  prolific  of  sport  as  any  spot  in  the 
kingdom,  and  there  is  alsj  excellent  rock  angling.  The 
Ugfie  is  being  put  in  trim,  and,  as  it  is  only  an  easy  few 
miles  drive  from  the  New  Hotel,  the  tourist  angler  ,who  is 
willing  to  pay  reasonably,  vpill  have  a  chance  of  health  and 
sport  which  cannot  be  matched  elsewhere. 


John  Harvey,  "  a  gentleman  from  the  corporation 
lodging-house,  Aberdeen,"  as  he  described  himself,  was 
discovered  salmon  poaching  on  the  Dee,  the  other  evening, 
try  the  bailiffs.  Mr.  Harvey  was  accordingly  introduced  to 
the  sheriff  on  Friday  last,  for  about  the  twentieth  time, 
and  fined  £5,  with  £1  l^s.  4d.  of  expenses,  or  thirty  days. 
Immediate  payment  was  asked  for  by  the  prosecutor, 
while  Harvey  asked  delay  ;  but  his  lordship,  seeing  "  the 
gentleman "  had  no  effects,  refused  to  grant  any 
mdolgences,  and  accordingly  Mr.  Harvey,  shaking  hands 
with  his  friends,  went  into  "  spring  quarters  "  for  a  month. 


Nothing  has  l>een  done  on  the  Don,  and  the  fears  that 
there  is  a  single  head  of  fish  in  the  water  are  being  daily 
nalised.  The  Don  need  to  be  one  of  the  best  tidal  finnock 
flsheries  in  Scotland  ;  bat  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  not  a 
nogle  fin  bat  been  got  since  the  season  commenoed.  So 
■nch  for  pollution.   

The  preserved  gudgeon  was  much  in  evidence  last  week. 
In  fact,  since  the  fish  have  shown  signs  of  going  off  the 
fake,  almost  every  conceivable  lure  has  been  requisitioned. 
Some  ap-jrt  was  got,  bat  chiefly  with  kelts.  Unc  gentle- 
n»n  went  through  two  dozen  baits,  and  had  to  do  with  as 
IBMy  kelts  in  the  ourse  of  two  days  without  tonching  a 
lfociiF>  clean  fish.  A  friend  coming  immediately  after  him 
kflled  three  fine  fish  to  the  fly.    Such  is  anglers'  luck. 

Si-KciAf.  Scotch. 


Iprovindal  IRotes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  to  have  a  trades'  exhibition  at  Bingley  Hall, 
Birmingham,  which  will  open  on  March  20  next  and 
remain  open  until  May  13,  and  the  manager,  Mr.  G. 
Stanley,  in  order  to  make  the  exhibition  as  attractive  as 
possible,  has  made  arrangements  for  the  Birmingham 
angling  clubs  to  place  on  view  their  specimen  and  rare 
fish.  A  small  committee  have  been  appointed,  and  Mr.  C. 
White  is  acting  as  hon.  secretary  to  the  affair.  As  an 
inducement  to  the  clubs  and  the  members,  the  manager  of 
the  exhibition  has  offered  the  sum  of  £20  for  prizes,  and 
also  offered  to  pay  the  costs  of  printing  and  postage,  &c., 
so  that  the  prize  money  may  be  given  in  full,  and  also  that 
the  Birmingham  Association  will  be  put  to  no  expense. 
A  judge  will  be  appointed  from  outside  Birmingham,  so 
that  absolute  impartiality  may  be  assured.  The  presidents 
and  secretaries  of  clubs  sending  fish  will  be  allowed  a  free 
pass  during  the  run  of  the  exhibition,  and  each  individual 
exhibitor  wiU  also  be  supplied  with  a  free  pass.  Prizes 
will  be  given  to  the  clubs  who  exhibit  the  largest 
collection,  and  prizes  will  be  given  for  rare  specimen 
fish.  Special  books  of  tickets  wiU  be  issued  to  all  the 
clubs  belonging  to  the  association,  which  will  admit  the 
members  at  half-price.  The  show  of  fish  will  no  doubt  be 
a  large  one,  and  it  will  be  an  inducement  for  clubs  to  pre- 
serve specimen  fish,  taken  by  their  members  in  the  future. 
One  grand  collection  of  fish  is  promised  by  the  Midland 
Piscatorial  Society,  which  will  be  for  show  and  not  for 
competition,  this  is  very  kind  of  the  society,  as  they  could 
clear  the  board  of  all  the  prizes.  As  it  is,  the  smaller  clubs 
and  their  members  will  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  prize 
money.  The  change  in  the  weather  has  brought  vrith  it 
a  good  time  for  the  anglers,  as  from  all  parts  reports  are 
coming  to  hand  of  good  sport.  On  the  Severn,  pike, 
roach,  and  dace  are  being  taken,  all  the  fish  being  over  the 
average  size.  Mr.  W.  Mounds,  of  Kidderminster,  keeps 
up  his  reputation  as  a  pike  fisherman  and  has  been  having 
some  good  fish  from  the  Severn.  Mr.  H.  Cane  caught  one 
over  181b.,  just  above  Stourport  Bridge  ;  from  Lincombe 
Lock  up  to  Hampton  Lode  a  large  number  of  pike  are  to 
be  found  just  now,  and  anglers  should  not  miss  the  oppor- 
tunity of  trying  this  part  of  the  river,  as  the  water  is  just 
in  prime  condition,  and  the  fish  are  well  on  the  feed. 
Good  sport  is  also  being  had  in  the  Trent,  in  the  Alrewas 
district,  now  that  the  river  has  gone  down  to  its  normal 
level.  Several  of  the  Midland  Piscatorial  members  have 
had  some  good  pike  and  roach  from  the  water.  On  the 
Anker,  at  Tamworth,  the  members  of  the  Birmingham 
Heath  and  St.  George's  Club  have  had  some  very  good 
catches.  Mr.  Grifl5ths,  of  the  latter  club,  caught  six  very 
nice  perch,  the  largest  weighing  over  IJlb.  From  the 
Avon  and  Arrow  good  sport  has  been  had  with  the  pike, 
roach,  and  dace.  The  Mease,  which  is  rented  by  the 
Hearts  of  Oak  Club,  has  been  fished  well  by  the  members, 
and  some  very  fine  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken,  the 
largest  roach  being  over  1  Jib. ,  which  has  been  weighed-in 
at  the  club.  The  Midland  Canals  have  been  well 
patronised,  the  best  report  coming  from  Tenny  Compton, 
where  several  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  had  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  A.  Lacey  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  from 
the  Blythe,  and  Mr.  Dare  took  a  nice  pike  of  14flb.  from 
the  Trent  at  Alrewas,  on  Friday  last ;  the  fish  was  taken 
on  one  of  Allcock's  salmon  gut  bottoms.  The  Anglers' 
Pride  Society,  which  hold  their  meetings  at  the  Royal 
Oak,  Barr-street,  Hockley,  intend  to  keep  up  with  other 
clubs  in  the  district.  They  have  now  gone  in  for  a  silver 
challenge  cup.  Several  donations  have  been  promised, 
and  in  order  to  make  the  cup  as  valuable  as  possible,  they 
intend  holding  a  special  concert  on  March  7  next,  at  their 
clubhouse,  the  proceeds  of  which  will  go  toward  augment- 
ing the  cup  funds.  The  Aston  Britannia  Society's  dinner 
takes  place  at  the  Holte  Hotel,  Aston,  on  the  17th  inst. 
next. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

So  far  as  the  general  eonditions  are  concerned,  the 
closing  weeks  seem  to  be  more  favourable  than  any 
previous  period  of  the  angling  season.  The  waters  are 
now  in  fine  trim,  and  pike  fishermen  especially  are  having 
a  good  time  of  it.  The  fish  are  showing  increased  activity, 
and  some  nice  specimens  have  been  captured  during  the 
week.  A  brace  tell  to  one  rod  in  the  'Tattershall  district 
of  the  Witham,  on  Saturday,  weighing  171b.,  and  another 
sportsman  secured,  amongst  other  fish,  three  fish,  below 
Dogdyke,  weighing,  respectively,  91b.,  GJlb.,  and  61b. 
Other  good  bags  are  also  mentioned,  one  of  the  best  lots 
for  enumeration  being  five  and  a  half  brace,  which  averaged 
close  npon  441b.  Subscribers  also  continue  to  land  some 
sizeable  fish  from  the  Forty-foot.  One  rod,  on  Monday, 
secured,  south  of  Donington  Bridge,  three  fish,  which 
turned  the  scale  at  14Jlb.  Nothing  exceptionally  large, 
however,  has  been  captured  on  this  water,  the  average 
weights  being  from  31b.  to  51b.  Boach  fishing  is  still 
affording  excellent  sport,  and  both  the  worm  and  paste 
baits  have  accounted  for  some  satisfactory  bags  from  the 
Witham,  the  drains  in  the  Boston  district,  and  the  Glen 
at  Surfleet. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Our  roach  anglers  have  had  a  splendid  time  of  it  during 
the  past  few  weeks,  for  the  weather  in  this  district  has 
been  all  that  could  be  desired  for  successful  operations  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  and  our  local  waters  have  all  more 
or  less  fined  down  t^  their  normal  level  and  condition, 
causing  sport  to  be  plentiful,  und  catches  of  roach  going 
from  3lb.  to  about  2Dlb.  have  been  shown  at  the  different 
anglers'  rendezvous  iu  the  city,  the  latter  catch  being  a 
splendid  sample  of  fish,  taken  by  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall,  a 
member  of  the  Central  Hull  Angling  Society,  from  the 


top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull.  Mr.  T.  Oliver,  of  the 
Victoria  Angling  Society,  has  also  had  a  very  meritorious 
catch  from  above  the  lock,  weighing,  in  the  aggregate, 
lUb.  8oz.,  his  two  best  fish  scaling  lib.  Zioz.  and  lib.  3Jf:z. 
respectively.  Mr.  T.  Downsworth  has  also  had  a  take  of 
121b.,  and  Mr.  William  Henry  Barker  a  very  good  catch  of 
roach,  eight  of  his  fish  weighing  close  upon  61b. ,  the  heaviest 
ecaling  lib.  IJoz.  Prom  Hull  Bridge,  Aike  and  Arram 
beck-ends,  and  Leven  Lock  some  nice  mixed  Vjags  of  roach 
and  perch  have  been  made,  weighing  up  to  51b.  each  in  the 
aggregate.  Some  fine  dace  up  to  lOoz.  each  have  also  been 
shown  from  the  upp  r  waters,  and  a  chub  of  21b.  8Joz. 
The  Brunswick  Angling  Society  fish  their  first  match  of 
the  season  at  Snakeholme  to-day  (Saturday),  and,  as  the 
river  is  in  fair  condition  in  this  neighbourhood,  some  fair 
sport  among  roach,  dace,  and  perch  should  be  the  result. 
Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  has  secured  a  few  good  roach  in  the 
Wawne  and  Cicey  district,  the  heaviest  going  lib.  SJoz. 
and  lib.  loz.  respectively.  As  the  lower  waters  at  Weel, 
Wawne,  and  Dunswell  are  in  fair  condition  for  bottom 
fishing,  and  the  flounders  and  eels  are  now  more 
on  the  run,  a  few  decent  catches  having  been 
made  during  the  past  week,  our  early  match 
fishers  will  no  doubt  give  a  good  account  of  themselves, 
especially  if  the  weather  continues  anything  like  it  is  at 
present.  The  Bowling  Green  A.S.  open  their  match 
fishing  season  at  Weelferry,  on  Saturday  next,  March  11 ; 
whilst  on  March  31  the  Waltonians  and  the  Starr  A.S.,  of 
Stoneferry,  both  open  their  season  on  the  river,  the  former 
at  Weel  and  the  latter  at  Figham.  The  Market  Weighton 
Canal  his  also  furnished  our  local  pike  fishers  with  a  fair 
amount  of  sport  during  the  fine  weather,  and  several  good 
sized  fish  have  been  creeled  both  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Newport  and  Sod  House  Lock  ;  and  the  top  ponds  are 
in  first  class  condition,  either  for  pike,  perch,  or  roach 
fishing,  and  from  near  the  Foulness  Dam  some  very  nice 
perch  have  been  taken  with  worm,  and  one  angler  seeured 
a  nice  chub  of  about  21b.  The  Duke  of  York  A.S.  have 
a  smoking  concert  at  the  (jainsborough  Tavern  in  High- 
street,  on  March  7 ;  and  the  annual  supper  of  the  Bowling 
Green  A.S.  has  been  postponed  to  March  10. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  not  been  much  successful  angling  during  the 
past  week  on  the  few  rivers  yet  open  for  trout  fishing. 
Although  the  weather  may  be  described  as,  on  the  whole, 
very  fine  for  the  time  of  year,  it  has  not,  at  the  same  time, 
been  such  as  to  induce  a  la,rge  turn  out  of  anglers.  The 
days  have  been  bright  and  sunny,  with  sharp  frosts  at 
night,  although  on  Wednesday  a  change  for  the  better 
took  place,  the  air  being  milder.  The  near  approach  of 
the  open  season  was  made  apparent  by  the  holding  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Kent  Angling  Association,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  in  the  Museum  Library,  Kendal.  Mr. 
W.  Bvershed  presided,  and  there  was  a  fair  attendance  of 
members.  The  statement  of  accounts  showed  :  Balance 
from  previous  year,  £8  88.  OJd. ;  subscriptions  for  1898, 
£13  Is.  ;  bank  interest,  8d.  ;  the  expenditure  being 
represented  by  £10  for  1000  yearling  trout ;  hire  of  room 
and  printing,  £1  7s.  5d. ;  secretary's  and  treasurer's 
expenses,  8s. ;  leaving  a  cash  balance  on  general  account 
of  £9  148.  3Jd.  Donations  to  the  re-stocking  fund 
amounted  to  £12  5s.,  and  the  outlay  on  this  account  has 
been — 1000  yearlings,  £7  ;  carriage  and  expenses,  £1  3s. ; 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  bank  of  £4  2s.  A  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  local  board  of  conservators  was  held  on 
Thursday,  further  details  of  which  must  be  left  until  next 
week. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Tyldesley  and  District  Anglers'  Association  have 
completed  arrangements  for  winding  up  the  present  coarse 
fishing  season  by  a  contest  in  the  Worsley  Canal,  at 
Astley,  to  take  place  on  March  11  next.  The  membership 
of  this  society  has  been  largely  increased  since  the  New 
Year,  the  two  names  added  to  the  roU-call  at  their  last 
meeting  on  the  26th  ult.  bringing  the  total  to  sixteen  new 
members.  Good  progress  is  also  recorded  in  other 
directions  in  club  life.  The  Wigan  and  District  Amalga- 
mated Anglers'  Association  recently  held  their  thirty- 
third  annual  meeting  at  Crofton  Arms,  Hallgate,  Wigan, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Councillor  Levi  Booth. 
The  agenda  was  an  exteasire  one,  and  included  several 
motions  which  were  successfully  passed.  It  was  also 
decided  to  fish  an  All-England  contest  in  the  Worsley 
Canal  in  the  coming  season,  when  £10  will  be 
offered.  The  auditors  brought  some  very  satis- 
factory statements  before  the  notice  of  the  mem- 
bers as  to  last  season's  working,  and  the  secretary 
also  reported  the  recent  afiiliation  of  several  Wigan  Clubs, 
together  with  some  from  Newton,  Golborn,  and  Skelmers- 
dale.  It  was  also  stated  that  several  of  the  clubs  already 
members  of  the  association  had  lately  been  largely 
strengthened  numerically.  These  two  reports  were  very 
well  received,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  success 
attending  them  in  the  coming  season.  The  new  season's 
travelling  cards  will  shortly  be  ready  for  circulation.  At 
the  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Victoria  Angling  Society, 
Warrington,  the  prize  list  for  specimen  fish  to  be  weighed- 
in  daring  the  coming  season  was  brought  before  the  notice 
of  the  members,  and  confirmed.  The  secretary  reported 
that  already  some  very  fine  reach,  dace,  perch,  and  pike 
had  been  registered  on  the  books  this  year.  Continual 
steady  progress  is  being  made  towards  making  the  club 
thoroughly  efficient  in  every  way.  Our  Liverpool  friends 
seem  to  have  no  limit  to  their  enthusiasm,  as  all  through 
the  winter  they  have  kept  things  lively.  Late  reports 
credit  Mr.  8.  Wainwright  with  a  perch,  lib.  2§oz.  Sixteen 
members  of  the  West  Derby  Angling  Sociesy  fished  a 
match  in  the  local  canal,  but  only  bad  moderate  sport. 
Members  of  the  Centrals  report  good  sport,  strange  to  say, 
in  the  same  canal.  Several  members  of  theLtigh  Angling 
Society  have  been  doing  good  things  in  the  canal  near  to 
that  town  amongst  roach  and  gudgeon. 


 ! 
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AnNrGML.ER.S'  HOTELS,  nSHIKTG-    QXJ-A-HTBrtS,  &C. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

'  PHIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
In  the  heart  of  Bob  Eoy'B  country,  Qlengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Olan  Gregor  being 
n  close  proximity,  and  as  a  Ashing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  Is  free  on  Loch  Katrine. 
Loch  Ohon,  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  toais  and  experienced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and 
Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnald,  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  noachei  and 
teamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season    Post  and  telegraph  olBce  in  hotel. 

DOXTALD  PEWrtTTaOH'.  Proprletoi 


ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGART  (Co.  DONEGAL). 

THIS  Hotel,  built  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim,  is  situated  on  the  BossguU  Peninsula, 
midway  between  Sheephaven  and  Mulroy  Bay.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  the  above  Hotel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing,  and 
public  rooms.  Salmon  fishing  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagh  Elvers,  is 
free  to  Hotel  visitors  from  Feb.  l.";  to  end  of  July.  Salmon  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel.  Free 
access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate  tor  white  and  brown  trout  fishing.  No 
charge  for  boats.  Excellent  sea  bathing.  Golf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circuit  of  3J  miles,  encircle 
the  Hotel.   For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager. 


FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Commencing  :  Salmon,  February  ;  Trout,  March. 

GENTLEMEN    staying  at   the   PORTH     HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL, 
SOUTH  WALES,  have  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Teifi  for  Salmon 
and  Trout  (lanie)  fishing,  strictly  reserved.     Also  about  ten  miles  of  other  trout 
fishing  can  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood.    Splendid  scenery.    Fourteen  miles  from  the 
.    Vide,  "Across"  England  in  a  Dogcart,"  pp.  280.      A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Splendid  trout  fishing  in  the  lake  and  rivers;  fish  average 
fib.,  and  give  grand  sport.  Easy  of  access.  Every  comfort 
and  luxury  provided  in  the  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady 
boatmen.  Splendid  cycle  track  (twelve  miles).  Bracing 
climate,  and  magnificent  scenery.  Season  begins  on 
IVIarch  1.  First-class  Grouse  Moors  and  Rough  Shootings 
to  Let.    Railway  station,  Llanfyllin. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address :  "LAKE  YYRNWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY." 


'  Among  the  best  and  chenpesl  Hotels  spei;ial  reference  should  be  ninde  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dickens. 

THE    ARUNDEL  HOTEL, 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS. 
THEATRES,  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  Ac. 


{HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERtS'  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKDIENT,  STRAND,  LONDON. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 
BED,   BREAKFAST,   AND   ATTENDANCE    FROM  6s. 


THE  CARNARVON  ARMS  | 

TROUT  FISHING. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GI.ENI.YON,  FEBTHSHISE. 

8J  mUes  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  loch  Tay. 

This  new  First-class  HotPl  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Glenlyon.  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  flshins  on  the  River 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  1.5.  Trout  flshine/rec.  Posting. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office  two  minutes"  walk. 

PAUL  MACPHAIL,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-decorated  and  most  Contfortahlv  Re-furnished 
throughout.   Sleet ric  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
overlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor 


Good  Spring  Salmon  Fishing 

BOATS  TO  LET  ON  LOCH  TAY. 

Visitors  Fishings  on    River  Lyon  Free. 

Apply  W.  Knight,  Hotel,  Kenmore, 
Perthshire. 


SPRING  SEA  TROUT 
FISHING. 

Under  the  Distingui,shed  Patronage  of  I  he 
Crown  Prince  of  Sicim,  Sfc,  and  the 
Nnbilifi/  and  Oentry. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 


YTHA.N,  reckoned  one  of  the  best  sea  trout 
rivers  in  Scotland,  five  minutes'  walk 
from  hotel,  fished  from  bank  and  boat ;  ex- 
perienced gillies  ;  tariff  moderate :  tine  golf 
coarse  in  close  proximity :  accommodation 
limited ;  communicate  early.    Particulars  from 

J.  RITCHIE,  Proprietor. 

Telegrams ;  "  Kitcliie,Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire." 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL.— Superb  and  extensive  addl 
tions  since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
BALMO  FEROX  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Fishing  Grounds.  Magmificent  views  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMALLT  HOTEL,  OLENORCHY.  under  the  same 
manasrement.  — Guests  have  nine  miles  FREE 
SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHY.  Parties  wiring  to  ascer- 
ain  ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  ERASER,  Proprietor. 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Magne,  Oomogne,  Morning  Star  and  Lnby, 
Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TWENTY  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  flsh — Pike. 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM  HOTEL, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and  best  laid  out  in 
he  country,  with  sanitary  arrangements  perfect,  is 
built  on  the  Mague.  and  stands  central  to  all  the  others, 
viz..  Comogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Star  (four  miles), 
Luby  (seven  miles).  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile),  Ix)ugh 
Gur  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the  hotel  at 
special  low  rates.  Boats  Frke.  Tariff  very  moderate. 

T.  D.  MCCARTHY.  Proprietor. 


lOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULIIN. 

FEEE  SALMON,  OHAE,  TRODT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING.— Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  TouristB  that  his  HOTEL  Is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
Is  situated  In  that  lovely  aheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  iconerj , 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Collin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Oonn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  tront  fishing.  Now  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Terms — 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £3  10s. 
per  week.  Subscriber  begs  to  announce  that  he 
has  now  secured  the  Ilight  of  20()0  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par- 
ticulars apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  HbalT,  The 
Angler's  Hotel.  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo, 
Ireland, 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KIIiXiAXiOB.  IBBIiAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
OrllHo,  and  Trout  FishtiiK  In  froo  and  preHorvetl 
HtnrH,  livor,  and  lake,  at  thlH  Hlatlon  t  buho  an  to 
oooininodatlon  and  board  In  private  oottajfe  cIoho  to 
flvor.  KxponHCH,  Hhorteat  route  from  Knglund  and 
lootUnd,  on  application  to  8.  J.  Huhlky,  KllUloe 
Oo.  OUre»  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Qroim  Drake  HeuHon  on 
Lake  oommenoeft  abont  lant  week  la  May,  when  the  bl{( 
trout  Are  abcrut  Id  thousandB. 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX 

Local  Headqaarters  of  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  Is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  accommo- 
dation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen  visiting 
Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Oommerclal  purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD 

(Agent  B.S.A.8.),  Prtyprielor. 
BoatB  and  men  engaged  on  receipt  of  wire  or  letter. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

T'WENTY  MILES  of  FEEE  FISHING  on  tbs 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmoath 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Datt 
to  hotel  guests  only.  Rivers  recently  re-stocked. 
Moderate  inclusive  tariff. 

E.  POETMAN  MARSHALL,  Proprietor.  • 
Season  commences  March  1. 

GOOD  FREE 

PIKE  and  GENERAL  FISHING 

EVEBY  ACCOMMODATION.  HOME  COM- 
FOBrS.  Baits  and  all  requirements.  Punts  free 
to  visitors.  Moderate  chargos.  Wire  or  write : 

FERRYBOAT  InN, 

nOLVWELL  FEEEY,  HUNTS. 

THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

/^^VER  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
partitulars  <  f 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 

THE  STOKESAY  CASTLE  HOTEL, 
csaveh'  abms, 

south   shrofshire ' 

(Midway  between  Church  Stretten  and  Ludlow.) 

EXCELLENT  TEOUT  and  GBAYLINQ 
FISHING  on  a  mile  of  the  Biver  Ouny 
for  visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Lovely  scenery; 
beautiful  valleys ;  charming  walks  and  drivea. ' 
Suites  of  rooms  by  the  day,  week,  or  montb. 
Cyclists'  Union  headquarters.  Capital  railway 
centre.  Selected  stock  of  wines  and  spirits. 
Every  comfort  guaranteed.  Postmg  In  all' 
branches.  E.  HAETSHOEN,  Proprietor.  -. 

DERWENT  ANGLERS'  CLUB, 

SC ABBOROUGH. 

There  are  a  few 

VACANCIES  for  MEMBERS 

in  this  Club. 
Apphj  to  the  SECRETARY,  9,  BclmonI-  ' 
rood,  Scarborough. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near    Kingsbridge,    South  Devon. 

0"VEELOOKING  the  English  Channel,  '20  yards 
from  the  bench,  bracing  climate,  golf, 
fishing,  tennis,  billiards,  dark  room  for 
photography.  Torcros.s  Ley  abounds  with  pike, 
perch,  roach,  and  rudd;  no  close  season;  no 
charge  to  visitors  for  bo*t3  on  the  Ley;  good  sea 
Ashing;  excellent  bathing;  five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.   Boarders,  8s.  (id.  day. 

W.  VICKEEY,  Proprietor. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CEOES.  ANGLESEY  (L.  N.  W.  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  Golf  links,  sea  coast  adjoms,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  Lake 
and  Biver  Orygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  mc  nths. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on 
request.  T.  J.  GOTTEELL,  Proprietor. 


"P"IVE  MILES  in  Eivers  Exe  and  Barle 
tree  to  visitors  staying ;  opens  on 
Feb.  14.    Five  hours  from  London. — Car- 
narvon Arms  Hotel,  Dnlverton  Station 
(G.W.E.). 


ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

Llandrindod  We]l8. 

Fully  Licensed. 
(Nmety  minutes  from  SHREWSBURY.) 

EXCELLENT  TRODT  FISHING  FREE 

FOE  HOTEL  ViSITOES. 
Electric  Light  by  own  installation. 

MODKKATE  TAIUKR. 

30  Miles  Preservea  TRUUT  FISHING 

Free  to  the  guests  of  the  HOTEL  DBS 
ARDENNES,  Diekiroh  (Luxembourg). 
Opening  day  April  1. 

For  all  particulars  about  hotel  and  fish- 
ing write  for  the  illustrated  prospectus, 
sent  post  free.  Inclusive  pension  terms 
4s.  2d.  a  day.       Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 


[}    March  i,  1899] 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

I  The  Connty  Palatine  Angling  Assnciation  on  Saturday 
laat  received  about  600  mature  fish,  which  were  safely 
turned  into  their  canal  in  Derbyshire.  The  liberal 
stocking  done  by  this  association  is  bearing  fruit,  only  a 
week  or  two  since  the  Good  Intent  Society  reported 
favourably  of  a  visit,  and  now  the  Clarendon  Society  say 
the  aame,  one  of  their  members,  Mr.  J.  Rostron,  a  few 
days  ago  took  a  fine  roach  of  lib.  9i<>z.  in  the  very  best 
possible  condition.  The  Lancaster  Angling  Socifty  hive 
decided  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  next 
week  end  by  way  of  winding  up  the  season.  me  little 
mistake  has  been  inadvertently  made  in  reference  to  the 
trout  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  forthcoming  lecture  ;  they  have 
Jaeen  described  as  sea  trout,  but  it  should  have  been  lake 
trout,  as  tt  ey  were  taken  in  Lough  Corrib,  a  place  well 
worth  a  visit  just  now,  for  March  and  Aptil  are  splendid 
months  for  flv  fishing.  A  nice  fish  of  61b.  was  taken  last 
week,  the  25th,  by  Mr.  H.  Smith.  The  Levenshulme 
Angliog  Soci-ty  added  200  rudd  to  their  private  waters 
last  week  end,  which  are  now  well  stocked  and  doing  well. 
The  Welcomb  Angling  Society  have  d>  aided  to  wind  up 
the  season  with  a  visit  to  the  Woreley  Canal  Fishery, 
when  they  will  fish  a  match.  Two  important  meetings 
are  to  be  held  in  this  city  in  the  present  month — 
vi2.,  that  of  the  Manchester  centre  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association,  and  the  other  the  annual  of  the 
hoard  of  management  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  It 
is  an  open  secret  that  all  difficulties  have  been  now  over- 
come with  this  movement,  and  that  it  is  now  an  assured 
success.  A  little  more  support  is  needed  from  Manchester, 
and  then  a  liberal  programme  of  stocking  could  be  adopted. 
It  is  well  understood  that  all  waters  controlled  by  either 
local  associations  or  clubs  are  to  be  rigorously  closed  from 
March  loth  to  June  16th.  This  will  give  the  fish  a  chance 
to  replenish  the  stock.  Mr.  Furness,  of  the  County 
Anglers'  Association,  writes  that  they  have  received  over 
one  thousind  fine  roach  and  perch,  ranging  from  Jib.  to 
lilb.,and  that  all  have  been  turned  ittD  their  waters  at 
Edgeley  Park.  Under  anything  like  favourable  conditions 
the  members  are  certain  to  have  good  sport  in  the  coming 
season,  as  they  have  plenty  of  waters,  and  all  well  stocked 
with  fish, 

■  FROM  NORFOLK. 

f  Some  fine  catches  of  pike  have  been  secured  during  the 
paat  week.  On  26th  ult.,  three  anglers  fishing  on  a  private 
broad  took  thirty  fish,  largest  111b.  On  Monday,  two  rods 
had  fifteen  fish,  largest  91b.,  private  water.  Another 
party,  fishing  two  days,  had  twenty-two  fish.  Fishing  on 
the  Waveney,  near  Beccles,  Mr.  A.  W.  Jordan  took  a  nice 
fish  weighing  l.SJlb.,  and  on  the  same  water  on  26th  ult. 
some  members  of  the  Working  Men's  Angling  Club, 
Beccles,  had  three  ten-pounders.  All  waters  are  perfect, 
and  good  spnrt  may  be  had  almost  anywhere.  The  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society 
will  be  held  on  Mordiy,  Ma'ch  6,  at  the  Bell  Hotel. 
Norwich,  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
passing  accounts  and  other  business. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Chub  anglers  conid  not  possibly  have  the  Trent  in  better 
condition  for  the  enjoyment  of  sport,  with  such  seasonable 
baits  as  pith  and  brains  and  greaves.  Numbers  of  experts 
have  patronised  the  lower  waters  ;  and  fine  samples  of  fi-h 
have  be«-n  fhown  at  the  various  clubs,  from  Ciifron,  Wil- 
ford.  Ho  Pierrepont,  Stoke,  Hazleford,  Fi-kerton, 
and  Averham.  At  Sbardlow,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  has 
excelled  with  a  trio  weighing  o/er  91b.,  thongh  these  fell 
to  bread  paste.  From  some  cause  or  other  coarse  fish  will 
scarcely  look  at  a  worm  on  the  Shardlow  stretch,  and  a 
like  remark  applies  to  the  fishing  at  Rolleston,  Staythorpe, 
and  Averham  weirs.  Last  season,  on  both  fisheries,  scores 
of  grand  roach  were  creeled  with  the  cockepur ;  this 
season  good  bags  have  certainly  been  few  and  far  between. 
Last  Saturday  afternoon,  at  Staythorpe,  members  of  the 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association  (lessees)  engaged  in  their 
final  match  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  close  season. 
Seventeen  took  part,  but  the  whole  experienced  a 
terribly  bad  time.  Mr.  W.  Bellfield  carried  off  first 
prize,  and  his  brother,  Mr.  8.  Bellfield,  secured  the 
second.  Other  prizes  were  not  won.  Before  the  contest 
Mr.  J.  Truman,  the  president,  landed  a  pike  of  61b. 
odd,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Wootton  creeled,  with  the  tail  end,  a 
brace  of  chub  scaling  over  51b.  Six  handsome  chub  were 
got  with  pith  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley  and  Mr.  H.  Coxon 
on  Tuesday.  Members  of  the  Nag's  Head  Society  decided 
their  closing  pegged-down  match  at  Girton,  below  Colling- 
ham,  on  Thursday.  There  were  fifteen  competitors,  and 
the  chief  awards  fell  to  the  prowess  of  Mr.  W.  Packer 
and  Mr.  W.  Stevens.  In  the  early  days  of  last  week  a 
pike  201b.  odd  was  caught  in  Weston  Cliff  Pool  by  a 
visitor  from  Detby.  It  ia  highly  satisfactory  to  learn  that 
several  salmon  have  been  seen  during  the  week  "  pitching  " 
in  the  streams  at  Wilford  and  below  Beeston  Weirs. 
They  were  fresh  run  fish,  and  thus  early  the  season's 
proopects  for  the  rod  are  exceptionally  bright. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
With  the  improvement  in  the  weather  there  has  been  a 
'>ing  improvement  in  sport,  and  numbers  of  anglers 
Sheffield  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunities 

■  r  J.  jiitle  fishing  The  Trent  has  gone  down  considerably, 
and  is  now  practically  at  its  normal  levf  1  I'ike  fishing  is, 
V)  all  intents  and  purposes,  at  an  end  in  all  parts  of  the 

although  daring  laat  week  several  nice  fish  were 
:  at  Thromp'on.    Pike  fitihing  will  be  carried  on  at 
'<ri  Cliff  until  the  fnd  of  the  month.  In  various  parts 
river  female  pike  are  beginning  to  be  heavily  Itiden 
ova.    Anglers  after  bream  have  fared  very  well  at 
I^^Jey,  whilst  the  sport  obtained  amongst  these  fish  at 
P*J*tou  and  Barton  has  left  no  room  for  complaint.  At 
|»I«tJ7  all  the  well-known  gpr;ts  roach  have  been  well  on 
tb«  feed,  taking  cockspar  worms  with  great  eagerness. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


and  many  heavy  fish  have  been  landed,  whilst  here  and 
there  several  capital  chub  have  been  secured.  The  Ryton 
has  been  moderately  well  looked  after,  with  the  result 
that  a  few  lots  of  dace  have  been  taken,  whilst  a  small 
number  of  chub  have  also  been  obtained.  The  river  Bain 
has  recently  been  providirg  first  class  sport,  reaching 
having  been  followed  with  splendid  success.  With 
maggots  a  lot  of  fish  have  been  killed,  and  at  Coningsby 
Mill  the  takes  have  been  augmented  by  several  weighty 
chub.  The  Lincoln  ansl-rs  have  had  their  best  receation 
in  the  Sircil  Dyke,  where  dew  worms  have  proved  very 
killing  with  roach.  The  middle  Witham,  between  Bardney 
and  Lincoln,  is  cow  showing  signs  of  recovery  after  the 
floods,  and  more  attention  is  being  devoted  to  it.  The 
Boston  district  has  been  the  haunt  of  very  many  fisher- 
men, and  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain  has  been  especially 
prolific  in  soort,  yieloing  large  quantities  of  fine  roach, 
worms  having  proved  to  bn  the  most  *  ffective  bait.  The 
Glen,  at  Surfleet,  has  now  fined  down,  and  a  few  days  ago  a 
Sheffield  rodster  had  a  very  heavy  basket  of  roach,  as  well 
as  a  fine  perch  and  some  nice  sizod  tench.  Another  week 
or  ten  days  will  see  the  end  of  grayling  fishing  in  the 
Chatsworth  Club  waters,  and  if  the  weather  will  only 
continue  fine  anglers  are  hopeful  of  aecounting  for  some 
heavy  specimens.  Between  Matlock  Bridge  and  Matlock 
Bath  a  few  nice  trout  have  been  taken,  whilst  at  various 
places  on  the  river  coarse  fish  anglers  have  done  fairly  well. 
The  Amber  has  provided  a  few  heavy  trout,  which  have 
generally  been  secured  in  the  deep  holes.  Re-stocking 
operations  are  being  carried  out  by  the  Matlock  and  Crom- 
ford  Angling  Association,  and  some  fine  trout  are  being 
put  into  the  river.  The  trout  season  is  promising  well. 
The  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association  recently  carried  out  a 
much  neefled  reform  in  revising  their  rules,  and  every  one 
of  the  12,000  members  will  now  be  able  to  understand 
them. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
Severn  trout  fishing  has  rarely  opened  under  more 
favourable  conditions  so  far  as  weather  and  state  of  water 
are  concerned,  and  there  is  every  probability  of  good  sport 
being  obtained  among  the  big  fish  by  those  anglers  who 
are  skilled  in  the  use  of  spinning  tackle.  Minnow  spinning 
is  an  art  very  much  in  vogue  among  local  anglers,  and  it  is 
usual  for  some  heavy  fish  to  be  taken  by  this  means  during 
the  opening  months  of  the  season.  Trout  weighing 
between  51b.  and  6lb.  are  occasionally  met  with,  and,  as  big 
pike  are  numerous,  stout  tackle  is  essential.  A  larger 
number  of  salmon  than  usual  are  in  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  this  season,  and,  as  the  water  is 
now  low  enough  for  both  net  and  rod,  some  satisfactory 
captures  will  no  doubt  be  recorded  at  an  early  date.  A 
Shrewsbury  angler,  while  pike  fishing  last  week,  hooked  a 
fine  salmon  near  Atoham,  tjut  the  fish  smashed  his  tackle 
and  escaped.  Anglers  generally  will  be  doing  good  service 
if  they  take  advantage  of  the  present  favourable  state  of 
the  river  to  capture  some  of  the  large  pike  and  chub  which 
are  to  be  found  in  almost  every  part  of  the  water. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  been  favoured  with  a  week  ( f  glorious  weather 
— sharp  frosty  nights  and  days  of  unclouded  skies  and 
glorious  sunshine — which  has  tempted  numerous  anglers 
to  the  waterside.  The  rivers  are  down  to  a  nice  level,  and 
of  good  colour,  and  in  the  Severn  a  nice  lot  of  roach  and 
chub  have  been  taken,  and  some  good  pike,  but  the  latter 
are  far  advanced  in  (.pawn.  Th«  Avon  has  also  afforded 
good  sport,  in  the  Pershore  and  Evesham  part  of  the  river 
in  particular.  Mr.  F.  Champkins  of  Pershore,  had  a  fine 
lot  of  roach,  and  some  chub  up  to  31b.  in  weight,  and  some 
good  pike  ;  and  Mr  Baynes  and  others  had  some  fine  pike 
in  the  Evesham  water;  and  Mr.  Rock,  chub  up  to  2ilb. 
with  the  worm.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  illegal 
netting  has  been  resorted  to  in  the  Fladbory  district.  A 
few  dajs  ago  some  forty  jack  were  taken  witli  the  trammel 
net,  and  were  hawked  about  Evesham  streets  at  a  few 
pence  per  lb.,  and  these  nets  are  being  used  continually, 
and  destroying  an  enormous  quantity  of  fish,  and  must  be 
very  injurious  to  sport  in  the  river.  Two  fellows  were 
summoned  a  fortnight  ago  by  the  Evesham  Fish  Preserva- 
tion Society  for  illegal  netting  in  the  portion  of  the  Avon 
rentfd  by  them,  but  through  some  miswording  of  the 
summons  were  discharged.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  those 
interested  in  the  fishing  in  this  portion  of  the  Avon  will 
unite  and  put  a  stop  to  these  destructive  proceedings. 
Salmon  fishing  in  the  Worcester  district  has  improved, 
and  some  good  sized  fish  have  been  taken.  The  1  irgest  I 
have  heard  of  was  taken  in  Webb's  net,  and  weighed  close 
on  281b.    Price  still  keeps  high. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Capital  pike  fishing  has  taken  place  of  late,  the  fine, 
bright,  and  frosty  weather  having  been  very  favourable  to 
angling.  Waltonians  have  pursued  the  favourite  pastime 
under  delightful  conditions,  wintry  nights  in  succession 
being  followed  by  glorious  spring-like  days,  and  with  fish 
well  on  the  feed  more  than  ordinary  pleasure  was 
experienced.  At  the  time  of  writjug  the  frost  has  dis- 
appeared, and  mild  weather  prevails.  First  class  sport 
wi;h  trout  is  anticipated,  the  fish  being  plentiful  and  well 
forward  on  most  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers.  The  Anglers' 
Associati  )n  of  the  county  held  their  yearly  meeting 
a  few  days  ago,  when  the  report  read  showed  that 
during  the  year  an  importaiit  length  of  the  Bden, 
at  Edeiihall,  had  been  acquired,  and  leases  had  been 
arranged  for  this  and  the  Biougbam,  Carleton,  and 
Winderwalk  fishings.  On  Dec.  31  the  membership  was  at 
its  full  limit  of  100.  The  president,  Mr.  J.  W.  Retfitt, 
spoke  of  the  association  as  the  best  in  Great  Britain, 
takitig  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  together.  Speaking 
of  the  qualifications  necessary  to  the  angler,  he  said  he 
must  know  not  only  the  habits,  but,  what  was  equally 
important,  the  habitat  of  the  trout,  and  he  must  persevere 
and  master  all  the  technical  details  of  the  art  before  he 
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could  hope  to  rettirn  in  the  evening  with  a  full  creel. 
Alluding  to  the  different  styles  of  fishing,  he  spoke  of  the 
dry  fly  as  being  very  suitable  in  its  home — the  deep,  slow- 
running  southern  streams — but  it  was  out  of  place  in  our 
rushing  northern  rivers,  except  in  certain  situations  and  con- 
ditions of  the  water.  He  spoke  of  the  growing  popularity  of 
the  sport,  and  contrasted  the  numbers  thirty  years«go  with 
those  known  to  pracise  the  art  at  preB--nt,  10  .oW)  trout 
licences  having  been  issued  last  jear  in  that  porti  m  of  the 
county  controlled  by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.  His 
reason  for  this  ever-growing  popularity  was  that  angling 
seemed  to  retain  its  attractiveness  and  the  loyalty  of  its 
votaiies  long  after  middle  age  had  caused  other  sports  to 
be  relinquibhed. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  far  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


STONE  PLY  AND  MAY  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — Perla  bi'punctaia  is  the  one  we  have  on  the 
Coquet.  They  are  thick  at  Weldon.  In  the  Aln  I  have 
only  seen  a  specimen  at  long  intervals.  The  Aln,  I  think, 
is  too  muddy  for  them.  I  have  seen  a  decent  rise  of  May 
Fly  on  the  Aln,  but  not  on  the  Coquet.  So  there  you 
are.  The  May  Fly  likes  the  mud,  the  Stone  Fly  the 
gravel. — Yours  truly,  Jno.  J.  Hardy. 

Alnwick. 

[Several  anglers  have  kindly  promised  to  collect  water 
flies  and  larvte,  and  we  have  sent  them  bottles. — E».] 


SALE  OF  IMMATURE  SOLES. 

Dear  Sir, — Doubts  have  been  thrown  on  my  statement 
that  soles  could  be  bought  at  Id.  per  pair.  I  venture  to 
send  you  herewith  a  sample  of  those  sold  at  4d.  per  dozen. 
It  was  bought  of  a  fishmonger,  and  I  think  is  stronger 
evidence  than  any  word  of  mine  can  be  of  the  urgent 
necessity  of  a  Marine  Mundella  Act. — Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Hussey. 

l^The  specimen  Mr.  Hussey  sends  ia  just  6in.  in  length. 
It  18  a  great  pity  something  cannot  be  done  to  ste  p  this 
wholesale  slaughter  of  what  in  the  fish  market  are  called 
"  slips."  We  believe  trawling  is  responsible  for  the  death 
of  the  fish,  and  if  you  cannot  trawl  without  killing  imma- 
ture fish  they  may  aa  well  be  sold  as  thrown  into  the  sea. 
We  say  if,  as  we  believe  no  practical  method  has  been  found 
by  which  immature  fish  can  be  saved  from  death  in  traw- 
ling.—Ed.] 

BREAD  CRUST  AS  BAIT. 

Sir, — I  am  able  to  assure  Mr.  S^chs  that  the  bread- 
crust  bait  was  known  long  before  1874.  About  five  years 
ago  I  asked  J.  Spong,  ot  Twickenham,  with  whom  I  fish 
r  ccasionally,  how  long  he  bad  used  bread  crust  for  biit. 
His  reply  was,  "for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years."  This 
would  bring  the  date  down  to  1869  or  1864.  Between 
1855  and  1858  I  was  staying  with  a  Mr.  Gregory,  at  Iver, 
near  Uxbridge.  An  old  angler,  of  nearly  seventy  years 
of  age,  named  Tew,  used  to  pass  our  window  every  morn- 
ing, about  nine  o'clock,  and  proceed  to  fish  the  West 
Drayton  water.  I  soon  got  into  conversation  with  him, 
and  found  that  his  favourite  bait  for  roach  waa  bread 
crust.  In  1847  and  1848  there  were  a  good  many  anglers 
in  Chelsea,  the  town  where  I  lived.  The  bait  was  then 
well  known,  and  we  boys  used  it,  and  paste  (for  gentles 
could  not  be  procured  so  easily  then  as  now)  in  the 
Serpentine,  Eel  Brook,  Black  Sea,  Brent,  and,  surrepti- 
tiously, in  the  "  Enclosure,"  and  Chelsea  Hospital  ponds, 
where  there  were  some  very  heavy  roach.  AJso,  I 
remember  a  Lea  fisherman,  named  Williams,  who 
lived  in  Radnor-street,  Chelsea,  who  used  to  provide 
me  with  {i.e.  give)  hair  lines  for  my  outings,  and 
his  opinion  was  that  it  was  superior  as  a  lure  to  all 
others.  There  were  about  a  score  of  us  boys,  who 
constantly  used  the  bait,  but  where  we  gained  the  know- 
ledge I  could  not  say;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we  fished 
as  "fine"  then  as  they  do  now,  with  our  hair  tackle, 
which  tackle  we  made  up  for  ourselves.  For  ground-bait 
we  used  chewed  bread  ;  but  very  spiringly.  I  hope  to  use 
the  lure  on  Monday  next,  piloted  by  J.  Spong,  in  waters 
where  I  have  never  taken  a  roach  under  lib. !  When  a 
lad  I  have  made  the  carp  in  the  Hampton  Court  ponds 
follow  me  round  by  throwing  in  a  few  pieces  of  broken 
bread  crust.  I  was  glad,  however,  to  see  Mr.  Sach's 
letter,  as  it  will  effectually  di.-pose  of  all  professors'  claims 
of  invention.  I  am  personally  unknown  to  Mr.  Sacb,  but 
I  believe  that  I  am,  by  marriage,  a  connection  of  his,  upon 
the  Helm  side. 

I  may  mention  that  Mr.  J.  L.  Toole,  when  an  amateur, 
once  cuffed  my  ears  soundly  for  sneaking  off  to  the 
Serpentine  to  fish,  and  poor  William  Hill  stood  by  and 
laughed  at  it. 

Trusting  that  you  will  be  able  to  find  room  for  this 
rather  long  epistle. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Jkffery  ("  Straw  Hat"). 
Epsom,  Feb.  28.   

"BREAKING  OF  THE  SHROPSHIRE  MERES." 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  llth  ult.  a 
correspondent  asks  for  a  satistactory  explanation  of  what 
is  known  as  the  "  breaking "  of  the  Shropshire  m  res. 
Mr.  W.  Phillips,  F  L.S.,  of  Shrewsbtiry,  has  very  care- 
fully studied  tills  phenomenon,  and  I  am  indebted  to  him 
for  a  reprint  of  an  article  which  be  contributed  to  "  The 
Midland  Naturalist,"  in  the  year  1893.  He  states  "  The 
phenomenon  consists  in  the  periodical  appearance  of  a 
turbid  condition  of  the  water  cf  certain  meres,  arising 
apparently  from  some  material  of  a  green,  or  yelhiwiah 
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green,  matter  floating  in  it,  or  collecting  as  a  gcum  upon 
its  surface,  and  usually,  after  a  time,  emitting  a  putrid 
odour.  When  in  this  state  the  water  is  altogpther  unfit 
for  domestic  purposes,  and  the  effect  upon  the  fishes  is  so 
pernicious  that  they  hecome  disinclinod  to  take  the  bait, 
and  fishing  has  to  be  abandoned.  The  usual  time  of  its 
appearance  is  in  the  autumn,  but  it  occasionally  occurs  in 
the  early  spring,  and  lasts  from  a  few  days  to  a  month. 
The  Germans  speak  of  it  as  '  Wasser-bliithe,'  i.e.,  water 
blossom,  and  the  French  name  is  of  similar  meaning,  viz  , 
'  Les  Fleurs  d'Eau.'  The  real  cause  of  breaking  is  the 
extension  and  rapid  growth  of  certain  very  minute  water 
plants  belonging  to  the  algee,  whose  entire  brief  existence 
passes  while  submerged  in  water."  Mr.  Phillips  gives  the 
names  of  seven  species  of  alg®  which  cause  the  breaking 
of  the  Shropshire  meres.  The  species  oftenest  met  with 
seems  to  be  Anahaena  Hassallii,  which  occurs  in  at  least 
nine  of  the  thirteen  meres  enumerated  by  Mr.  Phillips. 

Of  course  the  "  breaking,"  or  "working"  of  ponds  is 
not  confined  to  Shropshire,  but  has  been  observed  in 
Seotland,  Ireland,  and  the  Continent. — Yours  faithfully, 

G.  E.  Jebb. 

[Curiously,  the  notice  about  "  Breaking  of  ponds,  &c.," 
which  we  printed  some  time  ago  as  from  the  New  York 
Forest  and  Stream,  was  a  notice,  which  appeared  originally 
in  the  London  Field,  of  an  interesting  paper  by  Sir  Thomas 
Wardle,  F.G.8.  _  The  poper  is  entitled  "  The  Breaking  of 
Copmere,"  and  is  published  by  Vyse  and  Hill,  Church- 
street,  Stoke-on-Trent.  Sir  Thomas  Wardle  has  kindly 
sent  us  a  copy,  and  we  hope  to  refer  to  it  shortly.  We 
note  Sir  Thomas  refers  to  the  account  of  the  matter  given 
by  Mr.  Phillips.— Ed.]   

FKOZBN  SEA  TROUT  FOB  THE  ROYAL 
AQUARIUM. 

The  following  letter  has  bpen  sent  to  Mr  .losiah  Ritchie, 
managing  director  of  the  Royal  Aquarium  : 

Waitaki  and  Waimate  Acclimatisation 
S"ci«-tv,  Pamara.    .Tan.  18,  1899. 

Dear  Sir, — Bv  the  New  Zealand  Shipping  Company  ss, 
Waikato,  which  leaves  New  Zpaland  about,  the  end  of  this 
month  for  London,  the  Waitaki  and  Waimate  Acclimatisa- 
tion Societies  are  sending  to  your  address  three  cases  of 
frozen  trout.  Thirty  of  these  fish,  weighing  671b.,  were 
caught  in  the  Waihao,  in  South  Canterbury,  on  4th  and 
5th  of  January,  by  a  number  of  members  of  the  society, 
who  formed  a  fishing  bee,  with  the  object  of  obtaining  a 
supply  of  fish  to  send  to  the  Fisheries  Exhibition.  The  four 
larger  fish  were  caught  in  the  Waitaki  river  on  the  5th  by 
the  following  gentlemen  :  Mr.  T.  Y.  Duncan,  M.H.R., 
one  fish,  101b.;  Mr.  John  Duncan,  one  fish,  101b.;  Mr. 
John  Young,  one  fish,  151b. ;  Mr.  John  Sinclair,  one  fish, 
141b.  The  fish  are  fair  samples  of  those  that  are  taken  in 
New  Zealand  waters,  and  the  society  hopes  they  will  prove 
aooeptiible  as  exhibits  to  the  Aquarium  authorities,  and  of 
interest  to  the  public. 

Thanking  you  for  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  previous 
exhibits,  and  anticipating  a  like  interest  for  the  present 
shipment. — I  remain,  faithfully  yours, 

(Signed)      Henry  Mackintosh,  Sec. 


A  FEW  LAKELAND  NOTES. 

Sir, — In  response  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Pearsall's  inquiry  in 
last  Saturday's  issue,  I  may  ssy  that  I  only  tried  wet  flies 
on  June  27,  and  then  only  late  in  the  evening  in  the  private 
water.  They  killed  fairly  well.  What  they  were  I  am 
unable  to  say.  They  were  lent  to  me  by  the  keeper,  and 
seemed  to  be  Suite  Hackles.  The  light  was  failing,  and  I 
had  not  a  good  opportunity  of  judging,  as  I  returned  them 
when  I  left  the  water.  The  experience  of  previous  years 
taught  me  that  wet  flies  in  the  open  water  were  useless,  at 
least  in  June,  July,  and  August. 

I  used  the  natural  minnow  on  a  Chapman  Spinner  for 
the  pike.  I  also  trif  d  it  just  above  the  bridge,  and  twice 
I  tempted  a  large  trout  from  under  the  bridge  with  it; 
but  he  was  content  with  following  it  for  a  short  distance 
and  then  returned.  He  was  very  conspicuous,  as  a  third 
of  his  body  was  a  patch  of  white,  probably  fungus.  I 
wanted  him  out  for  the  sake  of  other  fish. 

On  .Tune  28  I  was  tmlling  with  a  small  perch  when  I 
hooked  and  lost  the  fi»h  between  Lakeside  and  Newby 
Bridge. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Pearsall  for  the  hint  as  to 
Cholmondeley  Pennell's  Hackle.  If  dressed  rather  small 
it  makes  a  very  excellent  dry  fly,  and  I  hope  to  give  it  a 
trial  later  on. — Yours  truly,  B.  B.  F. 

THAMES  RB-STOOKING  ASSOCIATION. 
Dear  Sib, — Will  you  allow  me  to  state  that  I  have 
received  a  donation  of  one  guinea  from  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  per  Mr.  Alex.  Wright,  hon.  secretary,  on 
behalf  of  the  T.R.A.  The  cheque  I  have  handed  over  to 
Mr.  Hankins,  hon.  secretary  of  the  T.R.A.,  who  vrill 
forward  receipt. — Yours  truly,  F.  H.  Amphlett. 

LOBSTER  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — The  article  on  the  above  by  E.  Milliken, 
in  your  last  week's  issue,  is  very  interesting  for  those  who 
have  not  seen  this  class  of  fishing. 

It  is  by  no  means  restricted  to  the  east  coast;  they  are 
used  almost  everywhere.  We  use  the  same  kind  of  net 
here,  but  with  smaller  mesh  (with  which  we  take  prawns, 
shrimps,  whitebait,  and  smelt),  and  we  work  them  in  the 
same  manner. 

With  regard  to  the  lobster  and  crab  ones,  of  course, 
the  mesh  is  much  larger — sometimes  as  much  aa  .'5in.  We 
also  have  what  I  think  is  an  improvement  upon  the  plain 
ring.  We  sometimes  uie  thene  about  4Ft.  to  Oft.  in 
diameter,  with  two  hinged  joints  across  the  diameter,  so 
that  the  hoop  can  be  cloied  up  like  the  mouth  of  a  purse. 
It  ii  slvng  in  such  a  way  that  it  falls  flat  on  the  ground, 


but  the  moment  you  tend  to  raise  it  the  two  sides  fold  up, 
and  you  pull  it  up  like  a  bag,  and  it  is  impossible  for  any 
fish  to  escape. 

This  is  very  desirable  when  you  get  flat  fish,  pouting,  or 
whiting. — Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


A  TWENTY  POUND  LEA  PIKE.— PISHING  BAGS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of 
iuppocting  a  beautifully-shaped  pike  taken  from  the  Lea 
between  Broxbourne  and  King's  Weir  by  that  veteran 
angler,  Mr.  Francis  Baker,  of  Bethune-road,  N. 

The  fish  just  pulled  down  the  scale  at  201b.,  was  37in. 
long,  and  21Jin.  in  girth.  It  was  taken  with  a  live  bait, 
and  gave  three-quarters  of  an  hour's  play,  having  been 
hooked  on  very  fine  tackle. 

It  was  the  best  of  about  forty  pike  taken  froBi  the  Lea 
this  season  by  the  same  angler,  and  has  been  sent  to 
Cooper  for  preservation. 

1  note  that  some  of  your  correspondents  are  exercised  in 
spirit  because  their  fishing  bags  become  unsavoury  after 
use.  Why  not  try  a  simple  plan  I  have  adopted  for  years, 
viz.,  to  carry  half  a  dozen  small  bags  of  close  canvas,  about 
6in.  broad  by  lOin.  deep,  and  each  holding  a  pound  or  so 
of  trout  comfortably.  It  is  very  little  more  trouble  to  slip 
a  fish  into  one  of  these  than  to  drop  him  loose  into  the 
large  bag,  and  the  latter  is  thus  easily  kept  clean,  and  the 
fish  brought  home  in  good  condition,  as  even  when  all  your 
small  bags  are  full  there  is  air  space  round  each  as  they  lie 
in  the  large  one. 

Of  course,  they  should  be  washed  each  time  of  use,  and 
will  be  found  useful  to  hold  other  things  besides  fish. — 
Yonrs  truly,  J.  P.  Wright. 

[Glad  to  hear  of  such  a  good  fish  being  taken  from  the 
Lea.— Bd.] 

Sir, — We  have  a  speoialitv  in  bags  that  we  think  will 
meet  your  correfpindent  "  Wrentail's  "  want.  It  is  a  bag 
much  used  here,  and  we  call  it  "  The  Dove  Anglers'  Bag." 
It  is  made  of  a  thick,  washable  material,  white,  gusseted  ; 


dimensions,  19in.  by  12Jin. ;  two  rows  of  stout  buttons, 
rings,  &o.,  and  one  large  division  inside  to  the  front,  and 
two  at  the  back  inside. 

The  price  is  98.  6d.  net;  4d.  extra  parcel  post. — Yours 
truly,  J.  C.  Perfect. 

204,  205,  Station-street,  Burton-on-Trent. 


TROUT  LICENSES. 
Sir, — "Fly,"  in  his  letter  to  you,  published  in  your 
issue  of  Feb.  25,  does  not  specify  the  board  or  boards  of 
conservators  of  whom  he  complains,  neither  does  he  say 
whether  he  has  made  any  remonstrance  to  them  on  the 
subject. 

If  he  has  done  so  ineffectually,  I  should  recommend  him 
to  make  a  formal  complaint  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  pointing 
out  how  the  conservators  have  neglected  their  duty,  and  at 
the  same  time  requesting  that  an  official  inquiry  may  be 
at  once  instituted. 

My  slight  experience  of  the  courteous  officials  of  the 
Fishery  Department  of  the  Board  leads  me  to  believe  that 
any  well-founded  complaint  would  receive  their  immediate 
attention,  and  their  action  would  do  more  to  remedy  the 
state  of  things  than  any  amount  of  magazine  or  newspaper 
correspondence. — Yours  faithfully, 

A  White-Headed  Novice. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SPAIN. 

Dear  Sir, — A  few  years  ago  I  wrote  to  the  Fishing 
Oazette  on  this  subject,  but  cannot  now  refer  to  the  letter. 

I  advise  your  correspondent  to  try  Vigo,  in  Galicia.  It 
is  an  out  of  the  way  corner  of  Spain,  but  there  is  a  good 
steam  service  there  from  Liverpool,  and  I  believe  also  from 
London.  It  is  some  years  since  I  was  there,  but  the 
character  of  the  country  is,  I  believe,  unchanged,  and, 
excepting  for  railways,  much  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Gil 
Bias. 

There  are  several  streams  that  can  be  reached  from 
Vigo,  some  of  them  tributaries  of  the  Minho  ;  and  you  can 
get  fair  accommodation  at  the  Hotel  Nacionale,  and  at  a 
cheap  rate,  say,  six  or  seven  pesetas  a  day,  or  about  58. 
The  currency  has,  however,  changed  in  value  lately,  but 
the  sterling  value,  I  suppose,  is  much  about  the  same,  or, 
if  anything,  less. 

I  was  called  away  before  I  was  able  to  do  any  fishing, 
but  I  saw  men  who  had  very  good  sport,  the  trout  being 
numerous  and  fine  up  to  31b.,  41b.,  and  51b.  and  some 
larger,  but  of  course  a  good  man^  much  smaller. 

I  must  add,  that  excepting  in  the  towns  there  is  no 
accommodation,  the  village  inns  being  detestable, but  from 
the  radius  of  Vigo  yon  can  splect  your  headquarters.  I 
was  told  that  any  of  the  ordinary  larger  Hies  wore  suitable 
for  the  water,  as  the  fish  had  not  been  rendered  over-wary 
by  constant  fishingj  and  1  should  try  an  ordinary  selection, 
though  I  should  tuink  Farlow  has  had  some  experience  on 
the  subject.   I  speak  with  the  more  confidence  about  this 


place,  as  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  fished  it  for  some  time,  and 
had  excellent  sport.  I  must  add  that  outside  the  principal 
towns,  no  Spanish  hotels  are  first-rate  nor  even  second- 
rate  according  to  English  ideas. — Yours  truly, 

Cha.s.  T.  Bulkeley-Johnson. 


Sir, — Together  with  a  friend  or  two  I  have  tried 
during  the  two  past  years  miny  of  the  rivers  in  the  north 
and  wett  of  Spain,  and  with  almost  uniform  unsuccess. 
We  fished  in  the  provinces  of  Oviedo,  Santinder, 
Comfia,  Vigo,  Orense,  &o.  The  months  were  March  and 
April.  May  and  June  would  be  too  bright  and  hot.  The 
fish  have  been  all  poached  out  of  the  rivers.  Nets,  lime, 
and  dynamite  are  used  everywhere.  Fulano. 


FISHING  IN  LAKE  GENEVA. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if 
there  is  any  trout  fishing  in  Lake  Geneva  during  August 
and  first  part  of  September  ?  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive 
any  particulars  about  the  fishing. — Yours  truly. 

Spinner. 

[We  think  that  "  Spinner"  will  get  some  fly  fishing  in 
the  streams,  and  by  spinning  blue  and  red  phantoms  in  the 
lake,  fished  deep,  he  may  get  some  of  the  big  lake  trout. 
We  have  seen  them  up  to  301b. — Ed.]. 


PISHING  IN  NORMANDY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  to  Avranches  (Prance)  for 
April,  can  you  tell  me  anything  about  the  fishing  there  ? 
— Yours  truly.  Ephemera. 

[The  "Anglers'  Diary"  says:  "The  rivers  L6ez  and 
Celune  fall  into  the  Bay  of  Mont  St.  Michel  at  Avranches. 
'The  trout  fishing  close  to  the  town  is  not  good  for  much, 
but  by  going  a  few  miles  up  either  river  good  sport  can  be 
had.  On  the  Leez,  Tirpied  (six  miles  from  Avranches), 
Bricey  (ten),  and  Cuves  (twelve),  are  the  plices  to  put  up 
at,  though  the  accommodation  is  very  rough.  On  the 
Celune,  Duoey  (seven),  and  Les  Biards  (thirteen) ;  accom- 
modation very  bad  at  the  latter  place,  but  the  fishing  good. 
The  diligences  run  close  to  all  these  places.  Leave  is 
easily  obtained.  Salmon  may  sometimes  be  taken." — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  LUTON. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  give  me  any  information  as  to  the 
fishing  at  or  between  Chiltern  Green  and  Luton,  whether 
free  or  subscription,  or  who  to  get  permission  of  for  coarse 
and  general  fishing  ?  An  early  answer  in  your  valuable 
paper  will  be  esteemed  a  great  favour  by — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  KiRKHAM. 

[Luton-on-Lea ;  Hotel,  Red  Lion.  These  is  little  fish- 
ing in  the  Lea  in  the  county  of  Bedfordshire,  except  in  the 
Luton  Hoo  Park,  which  is  strictly  preserved,  leave  being 
most  difficult  to  obtain.] 

FISHING  AT  INGLETON. 

Dear  Sir, — Yon  vyill  see  from  an  account  of  our  annual 
meeting,  which  took  place  reeeutly,  that  the  Ingleton 
Angling  Association  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  We 
have  about  eight  miles  of  very  fair  mountain  stream  fish- 
ing, which  anyone  can  fish  at  the  nomioal  sum  of  5s. 
season,  2s.  6d.  for  fourteen  days,  and  Is.  per  day  ;  and 
there  are  plenty  of  good  lodging-houses  in  Ingleton,  where 
accommodation  can  be  had  very  reasonably.  The  fish  do 
not  run  very  large,  but  I  have  occasionally  got  one  or  two 
up  to  lib.  I  have  seen  that  people  in  your  excellent  paper 
inquire  where  they  can  get  a  few  days'  fishing  for  a 
moderate  sum.— Yours  faithfully,     Geo.  H.  Padgett. 

Ingleton,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

FISHING  NEAR  ANDOVER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  very  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to 
what  free  fishing  could  be  obtained  in,  or  near  Andover  ? 
I  would  not  mind  paying  a  small  premium  for  really  good 
trout  fishing.— Yours  truly.  Black  Gnat. 

[Andover,  Hants,  on  the  Anton,  trout  and  grayling. 
Hotels  :  Star  and  Garter,  White  Hart.  The  An-on  joins 
the  Test  it  Testcombe  Bridge,  and  —  Dupresse,  Esq.,  of 
Lymington,  holds  most  of  the  water,  once  forming  the 
Anton  Club,  from  whom  information  might  be  obtained. 
If  a  letter  to  this  gentleman  fails,  "  Black  Gnat"  must 
try  and  get  permission  from  the  principal  land  owners.] 


FLOAT  LBDGERING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  reading  a  popular  work  on 
"  Angling  for  Coarse  Fish,"  which  contains  a  method  of 
fishing  for  roach,  viz  ,  "  tight  corking,"  or  ledgering  with 
a  float.  I  understand  by  what  I  read  no  shot  are  used  on 
the  line  to  make  the  float  cock.  Consequently  the  same 
will  lay  flat  on  the  water,  as  bait  and  bullet  are  on  the 
bottom  ;  and  if  there  is  much  of  a  current,  would  not  the 
float  be  drawn  under  ?  I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour 
if  you  or  any  of  our  correspondents  would  explain  this 
method  of  fishing  for  me.— Faithfully  yours, 

A  Beginner. 

[The  mere  fact  of  "A  Beginner's"  float  going  under 
shows  that  it  was  too  near  the  bullet.  If  the  water  is  4ft. 
in  depth,  the  bullet  mutt  be  put,  say,  4ft.  6in.  from  the 
float  in  a  gentle  eddy  or  stream,  and  from  ISin.  to  24in. 
deeper  in  a  moderately  fatt  stream,  and  so  on.  The  nose 
of  the  float  can  then  be  easily  held  above  the  surface,  the 
stream  aiding  the  angler  in  this  operation,] 

YORKSHIRE  FISHING  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sir,— Perhaps  you  or  some  of  your  readers 
would  be  kind  enough  to  answer  the  following  questions : 

Is  it  necessary  to  take  out  more  than  one  trout  licence 
to  fish  Yorkshire  rivers  near  Bradford,  Sheffield,  and 
Hull  P  What  ia  the  cost  of  the  licence  ?  What  trout 
fishing  there  is  to  be  had  near  Bradford,  either  free  or  by 
daily  or  weekly  ticket  ?— Yours  truly,  Surrey. 


March  11,  1899 J 
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.SALf:  OF  BAIT  DURING  THE  CLOSE 
TIME 

(MARCH  1.5  TO  JUNE  1.5). 

A8  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year  we  have 
inqmries  as  to  whether  it  is  legal  to  sell  as  bait 
Uve  or  dead  fresh-water  fish  protected  by  the 
Acts  1878  and  1884. 

Mr.  Willis  Bund,  one  of  the  best  authorities  on 
fiahery  law  living,  says  in  his  last  edition  of 
"  Oke's  Fishery  Laws  "  that  "  The  sale  of  fish  for 
bait  or  for  scientific  purposes  during  the  close 
term  is  illegal.  Thus  those  tackle  shops  that 
offer  live  bait  for  sale  could  clearly  be  prosecuted, 
even  if  they  only  sold  minnows;  the  persons  who 
hawk  eels  about  the  streets  are  also  liable  to 
prosecution,  unless  they  can  prove  the  eels  were 
bought  in  a  place  to  which  the  Act  does  not 
apply ;  and  it  is  very  douVjtf ul  if  the  persons  who 
■ell  fish  for  the  birds  in  the  Zoological  Gardens 
are  not  liable  to  \>e  prosecuted." 

It  is  not  illegal  to  catch  bait  for  use  in  trout 
fishing,  only  you  must  not  buy  or  sell  them,  so 
that  a  professional  Thames  fisherman  can  supply 
bait  to  his  customers  who  go  out  with  him  five 


baiting  or  spinning  for  trout,  but  he  must  not 
sell  them. 

One  fishing  tackle  maker  asked  us  recently  if 
he  could  supply  a  customer  with  bait  which  he 
(the  fishing  tackle  maker)  had  bought  before  the 
close  season  commenced.  We  can  see  nothing  in 
the  Act  to  prevent  his  giving  the  bait  to  oblige  a 
customer,  but  sell  he  must  not.  Another  writes 
to  say  he  has  several  hundred  bait  in  his  tanks, 
and  wants  to  know  if  he  will  have  to  destroy 
them.  We  have  advised  him  to  dispose  of  the 
fish  before  the  1.5th  of  this  month  if  he  can  do  so. 

There  are  many  absurdities  in  the  Fisheries 
Acts,  such  as  protecting  eels  which  are  always  in 
season  in  fresh  water,  and  are  greater  destroyers 
of  fish  spawn  and  fry  than  all  other  agencies  put 
together.   


THE  "BLOOMING^'  OR  "BREAKING" 
OF  LAKES  AND  PONDS. 
(Wasser-bluthe — Fletjes  d'Eau.) 


As  this  "  Blooming  "  or  "  Breaking  "  of  Lakes 
and  Ponds  often  has  very  important  effects  on 
fish,  we  are  glad  to  give  the  following  very  inte- 
resting extracts  from  a  paper  read  by  Sir  Thomas 
Wardle,  F.G.S.,  F.C.S.,  on  Feb.  17,  1897,  entitled 
"  The  Breaking  of  Copmere,"  and  published  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  North  Staffordshire  Field 
Club* : 

"  Copmere  is  a  small  lake  of  about  44  acres, 
about  24  miles  from  Eccleshall,  beautifully 
situated  in  a  natural  and  shallow  depression  in 
the  New  Red  Marl.  Whether  this  depression 
has  been  gouged  out  by  glacial  action,  which  is 
probable,  or  caused  by  dissolved  salt  deposits,  is 
somewhat  uncertain. 

"  Copmere  nowhere  exceeds  a  depth  of  9  feet  of 
water ;  its  average  depth  is  about  6  to  7  feet.  It 
has  probably  15  feet  of  mud  below.  It  is  almost 
square,  very  picturesque,  and  clothed  on  all  sides 
by  a  dense  fringe  of  tall  lake-sedges  and 
bulrushes,  in  which  the  sweetly-songed  sedge- 
warblers  enjoy  an  undisturbed  summer's  stay. 
Copmere  bears  a  close  resemblance  in  miniature 
to  Fritton  Broad  in  Norfolk,  having  in  addition 
to  its  deep  fringe  of  tall  aquatic  plants,  picturesque 
and  well-wooded  steep  banks  on  its  east  and  west 
sides. 

"  It  is  a  great  resort  of  wild  ducks,  coots,  water r 
hens,  the  crested  grebe,  herons,  swans,  and  sedge- 
warblers. 

"  We  noticed  two  species  of  ducks,  the  Mallard 
and  Dun  Duck  (a  local  name  for  the  pochard),  of 
which  there  were  a  considerable  number. 

"  Besides  these  we  counted  about  100  coots,  six 
crested  grebes,  and  twenty  swans.  The  coots  are 
excellent  fliers. 

"  Stafford  lies  to  the  south  of  Copmere  about 
six  miles  away.  The  River  Sow  runs  through 
Copmere  before  it  passes  through  Stafford, 
receiving  on  its  way  an  excelleat  trout  stream 
named  the  Meece. 

"  The  flow  of  the  Sow  through  Copmere  may 
have  some  influence,  not  yet  known,  upon  the 
production  of  the  phenomenon  of  '  Breaking,' 
which  it  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  describe, 
for,  singularly  enough,  in  a  lake  at  Pershall  occu- 
pying a  smaller  depression  in  the  same  valley, 
and  separated  from  Copmere  by  a  distance  of 
only  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  but  through  which  the 
Sow  does  not  flow,  no  such  phenomenon  exists. 
Its  water  was  perfectly  clear  and  fresh,  whilst 
that  of  Copmere  partakes  of  the  peculiarities  I 
am  about  to  describe.  Singularly  enough,  the 
Sow  flows  through  a  water  called  Walk-Mill  Pool 
only  half  a  mile  before  it  enters  Copmere,  and 
this  pool  never  breaks.  Strangely  enough,  about 
two  miles  higher  up  the  river  the  Sow  flows 
through  a  small  mere,  called  Bishop  Offley  Lake. 
This  water  breaks  like  Copmere,  and  about  the 
same  time  of  the  year. 

"  On  a  previous  visit  to  Copmere,  and  not  long 
before  our  pleasant  Field  Club  excursion  of 
Aug.  20  of  last  year,  I  saw  nothing  abnormal  in 
the  water,  it  was  pellucid,  containing  the  ordinary 
water  plants,  of  which  the  American  Aiiacharig 
was  conspicuous,  and  the  lake  bottom  covered  in 
pla«es  with  ordinary  green  algit;  of  the  usual  and 
larger  species. 

"  The  lake  abonnds  with  fish — pike,  roach, 

*  Printed  by  Vyse  and  Hill,  Chnroh-street,  Stoke-on- 
Trent. 


perch,  and  eels  being  predominant,  also  fine  tench 
are  taken. 

"  But  the  lake  presented  quite  a  changed,  and 
to  all  of  us  a  novel  and  unexpected  appearance  on 
this  our  autumn  visit.  Its  colour  was  a  bright 
emerald  green,  but  not  that  of  green  colouring 
matter  in  solution. 

"  By  a  close  inspection  with  our  lenses,  we  saw 
the  water  to  be  permeated  through  its  entire 
depth  by  minute  bright  green  particles,  so 
numerous  and  pervading  as  to  give  the  appear- 
ance of  a  green  liquid,  even  when  a  glassfull  was 
held  up  to  the  light.  With  the  pocket  lens  the 
appearance  was  decidedly  pea-soupy,  and  invited 
closer  microscopic  definition. 

"  George  Faulder,  the  Water  Bailiff,  furnished 
me  with  an  old  physic  bottle  which  I  filled  and 
brought  home,  detennined  to  unravel  the 
mysterious  appearances.  I  say  appearances, 
because  in  addition  to  the  permeation  of  these 
bright  emerald  particles,  there  was  also  a  green 
scum  floating  on  the  surface,  thickest  amongst 
the  sedges,  where  it  had  been  drifted  by  the 
wind,  also  unresolvable  by  the  unassisted  eye, 
evidently  possessing  points  of  difference,  mainly 
of  specific  gi-avity,  from  the  particles  suspended 
below  the  surface  ;  besides  this,  the  green  was  of 
a  darker  tint.  Each  single  di-op  contained  a 
number  of  these  green  specks. 

"Before  describing  what  the  microscope  re- 
vealed, I  will  now  first  say  something  about  the 
phenomenon  itself,  as  indicated  by  the  title  of 
my  paper,  '  The  Breaking  of  Copmere.' 

"  The  term  has  no  meaning  in  a  scientific 
sense.  It  is  simply  a  colloquial  expression,  best 
known  and  used  in  Shropshire  where  meres 
occur  more  frequently  than  in  our  county,  and 
where  the  phenomenon  is  well  known  to  the 
mere-dwellers.  It  is  also  called  "  cruddling,"  no 
doubt  from  a  resemblance  to  the  breaking  of 
milk  into  curd  and  whey  on  the  introduction  of 
rennet.  But  the  term  '  breaking '  is  said  to  be 
derived  from  an  analagous  appearance  in  brewing, 
when  fermentation  takes  place. 

"  In  Germany  it  is  called  Wasser-bliithe  or 
water-blossom,  and  in  France,  Les  Fleurs  d'Eau. 

"  At  certain  times  in  each  year,  generally  in 
autumn,  the  Shropshire  meres  become  turbid 
with  these  green  particles,  the  water  becomes 
unfit  for  domestic  purposes,  and  it  defies  the 
powers  of  filtration,  soon  clogging  up  the  pores 
of  filters.  Fish  become  sickly  in  it,  and  in  some 
instances  die,  and  in  others  are  easily  caught. 

"  A  Mr.  Southwell  relates  that  in  a  lake  of 
about  five  acres,  in  very  hot  weather  in  June,  the 
lake  broke,  and  there  shortly  appeared  on  the 
surface  large  numbers  of  eels,  which  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  villagers,  who  took  to  the  boats, 
and  with  spears  and  other  implements  many  were 
captured,  quite  in  a  sickly  and  stupefied  con- 
dition. 

"  This  condition  of  things  continues  in  varying 
periods  from  a  few  days  to  months.  After  a  time 
the  water  emits  a  very  putrid  odour  from  the 
decomposition  of  the  green  particles.  In  Cop- 
mere last  year  the  tm-bidity  commenced  about 
the  middle  of  July,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
middle  of  October  that  it  subsided,  after  which 
the  mere  cleared  and  seemed  to  have  undergone  a 
veritable  purification  by  the  process,  so  much  so 
that  is  conveys  the  impression  of  being  a  sanita- 
tion of  Nature  to  purify  the  silted  organic 
deposits  which  almost  fiU  these  meres. 

"  Copmere  was  about  fom-teen  days  before  the 
decomposition  of  the  green  scum  set  in ;  the 
surface  of  the  water  then  began  to  give  off  a 
putrid  odour. 

"  The  prevalence  of  these  green  appearances  is 
variable.  They  disappear  and  reappear,  and 
occur  in  greater  quantities  in  various  parts  of 
the  Shropshire  meres,  but  in  Copmere  last  year 
they  were  generally  diffused  throughout. 

"  Copmere  did  not  break  in  1895,  it  remained 
very  clear  all  summer  and  autumn ;  but  a  very 
singular  fact  is  connected  with  this  exception  of 
breaking,  in  that  a  gi-eat  quantity  of  fish  died 
that  year  of  a  fungus-growth  disease,  whereas  in 
1896  none  died,  notwithstanding  the  mere  broke 
badly. 

"  It  is  said  of  Blake  Meer,  one  of  the  meres 
near  Ellesmere,  that  this  phenomenon  does  not 
occur,  and  the  water  there  is  selected  for  drinking 
purposes  whilst  the  other  meres  are  in  the  break- 
age state. 

"  In  times  past  it  was  thought  that  the  shedding 
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of  the  seeds  of  the  aquatic  plants  which  grow  on 
the  borders  of  the  meres  was  the  cause  of  the 
breaking;  but  some  years  a  commission  of  inquiry 
of  three  members  of  the  Caradoc  Field  Club  was 
appointed  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  much  as 
I  had  hoped  botanically  to  have  had  something 
entirely  new  to  communicate,  I  have  to  confess 
that  the  murder  was  out  before  I  knew  of  the 
phenomenon.  The  effect  was  traced  to  its  cause, 
and  in  a  paper  read  before  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Midland  Union  of  Natural  History  Societies 
at  the  Quinta,  Shropshire,  by  Mr.  William 
Phillips,  F.L.S.,  a  scientific  and  explanatory 
account  is  given.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  acknow- 
ledging my  indebtedness  to  this  paper  and  also 
to  Dr.  McAldowie,  our  encyclopedia  of  natural 
history,  for  telling  me  of  its  existence. 

"  I  happened  also  to  have  a  copy  of  Dr.  Cook's 
voluminous  work  on  British  freshwater  algaj, 
which  helped  me  to  identify  what  the  microscope 
revealed. 

"  Tou  will  now  be  prepared  to  know  that  this 
breaking  of  the  meres  is  due  to  microscopic  algae, 
of  which  various  species  cause  the  phenomenal 
appearance. 

"  Dr.  Drummond  found  the  green  colour  of  the 
water  of  Lake  Glaslough  in  Ireland  owing  to  vast 
quantities  of  a  flocculent  oscillating  alga. 

"In  Loch  Hainining  in  Selkirkshire  a  rich 
purple  colour  occurs  on  the  surface  owing  to  the 
presence,  according  to  Dr.  Greville,  of  an  alga 
of  the  genus  Lyngbya.  In  a  loch  near  Aberdeen 
a  species  of  Rivularia  caused  the  peculiar  appear- 
ance; another  species,  Anabxna  flos-aquse  was 
also  present. 

"In  the  north-west  of  Shropshire  occur,  as  is 
stated  by  Mr.  Phillips,  an  extensive  series  of 
lakes  interspersed  with  marshy  land  and  peat- 
bogs drained  by  several  small  rivers,  tributaries 
of  the  Severn.  It  is  supposed  that  this  lake 
region  was,  until  post-glacial  times,  the  site  of 
one  continuous  inland  lake  through  which  the 
Severn  flowed. 

"  In  the  Shropshire  meres,  upwards  of  half  a 
dozen  species  of  algas  cause  the  '  breaking.'  I 
will  briefly  mention  the  meres  and  the  species 
which  severally  cause  the  breaking,  and  later  on 
I  will  show  the  magnified  appearance  of  them  in 
the  lantern.  The  broken  water  is  characterised 
by  various  colours,  sometimes  green,  brown, 
purple,  or  red. 

"  In  Mai-ton  Pool,  the  source  of  the  River 
Rea,  a  tributary  of  the  River  Severn, 
Clathrocystis  cerugiTiosa. 
"  In  Betton  Pool,  Aphanizomenon  fios-aqux. 
"In    Loch  Hainining,  Selkirkshire,    it  is 

Lyngbya  vulgaris. 
"  In  Apley  Pool,  near  Wellington,  it  is 

Oscillaria  serugescens. 
"In  Blake  Mere,  near  EUesmere,  Andbsena 
Hassalli. 

"In  Berrington  Upper  Pool,  near  Shrews- 
bury, Anabmna  Hassalli  and  Coelosjphaerimn 
Kutzingianum. 
"In  Ellesmere,  Rivularia  echinata  in  July 
and  August,  but  in  November  there  occurs 
Anabxna  Hassalli. 
"In  Newton  Mere,  the  mei'e  that  breaks 
most  in  Shropshire,  near  Welshampton, 
21  acres  in  extent,  on  Aug.  -25,  1881. 
Nodularia  Harveyana  caused  the  breaking. 
"  In  the  Arctic  Regions,  Protococcus  (Palmella) 
nivalis,  red  snow,  gory  dew. 
"  Most  probably  these  minute  alga;,  having  been 
bom  of  last  year's  spores,  remain  at  the  bottom 
of  the  lakes  during  the  winter  and  until  they  find 
a  need  for  further  growth  and  development,  and 
for  this,  according  to  Mr.  Blunt,  they  begin  to 
absorb  carbonic  acid  which  they  find  dissolved  in 
the  water ;  and,  in  Mr.  Blunt's  words,  '  under  the 
influence  of  light  the  carbonic  acid  is  decomposed, 
the  oxygen  is  set  free,  and,  thus  liberated,  adheres 
in  globules  to  the  algaj,  causing  them  to  rise  into 
a  fuller  and  stronger  light,'  and  consequently 
growth. 

(To  be  continued.) 


WiLLiNo's  Prehh  Guidk. — We  have  received 
from  Messrs.  James  Willing,  Jun.,  Ltd.,  a  copy 
of  their  Press  Guide.  We  remember  this  being 
started  twenty-six  years  ago  as  May's  Press 
Guide,  and,  having  used  it  ever  since,  can  recom- 
mend it  as  one  of  the  best  and  handiest  of  all  the 
guides  to  the  newspaper  and  periodical  press. 


THE  LATE  JOHN  HOKROCKS. 


An  Appeal  for  the  Widow  of  the  late  John 

HOKROCKS,  THE  PlONEER  OF  FlT  FiSHING  IN 

Germany  and  formerly  one  of  the  Eton 
Eleven. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Sept.  18,  1897, 1  gave 
some  account  of  a  great  sportsman,  both  with  rod 
and  gun,  the  late  John  Horrocks. 

I  was  sorry  to  receive  the  other  day  an  appeal 
from  his  daughter.  Miss  Minnie  Horrocks,  now  a 
governess  in  Ireland,  for  help  for  her  mother, 
widow  of  John  Horrocks.  The  letter  will  speak 
for  itself,  and  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  am  sure  it  is 
a  genuine  appeal,  that  1  shall  subscribe  myself, 
and  shall  be  glad  to  receive  subscriptions  from 
anyone  who  cares  to  send  them  to  me  for  the 
widow.  They  should  be  addressed  : 
John  Horrocks'  Widow  Fund, 
c/o  R.  B.  Marston, 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 

Fetter-lane,  London. 

I  shall  ask  German  anglers  to  help  also,  as 
John  Horrocks  did  so  much  for  the  sport  of  fly 
fishing  in  Germany. 

Here  is  the  letter  of  Miss  Horrocks  : 

Deab  Sib, — In  September,  1897,  you  published  aportrait 
of  my  father,  John  Horrocks,  with  an  account  of  his  life, 
which  I  am  sure  has  been  read  with  itterest  by  many 
fishermen.  On  this  account  I  venture  to  ask  you  to  make 
known  to  your  readers  that  his  widow  and  daughter  are 
in  very  straitened  circumstances.  Last  year  my  mother 
succeeded  in  starting  a  email  boarding  house,  but  she  is 
in  very  great  want  of  a  small  sum  to  furnish  it  properly, 
and  thus  enable  her  to  support  hersslf.  I,  their  only 
daughter,  alas  !  am  not  able  to  contribute  much,  as  I  am 
only  earning  a  little  as  a  nursery-governess.  If  there  are 
any  among  your  readers  who  remember  my  father  and 
would  help  us,  it  would  be  most  gratefully  reonved. 
Apologising  for  trespassing  on  your  kindness. — I  am, 
yours  truly,  Minnie  Hoebocks. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  article  by 
R.  B.  Marston  on  John  Horrocks  in  the  Fishiyig 
Gazette  for  Sept.  18,  1897  : 

"  During  the  past  twenty  years  I  have  occasionally 
referred  to  John  Horrocks  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
have  often  intended  to  give  some  account  of  this  fine 
sportsman,  whose  rame  is  honoured  wherever  fly  fishing  is 
practised  in  Germany  and  Austria. 

"In  1874  Horrocks  published  his  'Art  of  Fly  Fishing 
for  Trout  and  Grayling  in  Germany  and  Austria,'  the  only 
work  ever  published  in  German  which  is  alm03t  entirely 
devoted  to  fly  fishing.  It  contains  five  coloured  plates, 
and  a  few  illustrations  of  tackle  in  the  text. 

"  Horrocks  tells  us  in  his  preface  that  his  work  was 
written  at  the  instigation  of  his  friend,  Count  Miinster, 
at  that  tims  German  Ambassador  in  London ;  that  his 
excuse  for  writing  on  the  subject  is  that,  although  an 
Englishman,  he  had  lived  for  thirty  years  in  Germany, 
and  had,  in  fact,  almost  become  a  German.  '  But,'  he 
adds,  '  I  am  still  English  enough  to  regret  that  the  art  of 
fly  fishing,  so  highly  esteemed  in  England,  is  so  little 
known  in  Germany,'  and  that  to  make  it  better  known  is 
the  object  of  this  book.  In  addition  to  his  own  experi- 
ences he  gives  translations  of  valuable  practical  hints  from 
Ronalds,  Ephemera,  Francis  Frarcis,  &c.,  and  makes 
most  cogent  appeals  for  the  protection  of  German  salmon, 
trout,  and  grayling  rivers  from  the  evils  of  poaching,  over- 
fishing, and  unfair  fishing  of  all  kinds,  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  fish  culture  and  fishery  laws  and  regulations. 

"  Having  fished  and  hunted  in  England,  Ireland, 
Canada,  where  he  was  stationed  as  an  EngTish  officer,  and 
many  years  in  Germany,  when  he  settled  down  at  Weimar, 
in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Saxony,  he  devoted  himself 


strenuously  to  the  improvement  of  the  fishery  laws  of  the 
Duchy,  in  which  good  work  he  was  fortunate  enough  to 
enUst  the  sympathies  of  the  Grand  Duke  Charles 
Alexander,  to  whom  his  book  is  dedicated. 

"  Every  English  fly  fisher  who  has  visited  Weimar  knows 
what  splendid  practical  results  Horrocks  achieved  in  the 
way  of  improving  the  trout  and  grayling  fishing  in  his 
stretch  of  the  lim.  Writing  in  1877,  in  his  invaluable 
'  Guide  for  Anglers  in  Germany,  Austria,  and  Switzer- 
land,' Max  von  dem  Borne  says  (page  158),  '  At  Weimar, 
Herr  John  Horrocks,  an  Englishman,  author  of  the 
excellent  handbook  of  the  art  of  fly  fishing,  rents  a  length 
of  the  Ilm,  extending  from  Mellingen  to  Tiefurt  (about 
twelve  miles).  As  a  result  of  careful  preservation  and 
abolition  of  all  netting,  the  stream  is  very  well  stocked 
with  trout  and  grayling.  The  trout  run  up  to  51b.,  and 
are  not  allowed  to  be  taken  under  lib.'  In  other  places, 
in  many  works  on  fishing  and  fish  culture,  the  greatest  ot 
German  anglers  and  fish  breeders  refers  in  terms  of  high 
praise  to  the  work  of  Horrocks. 

"  Horrocks  was  a  good  all-round  sportsman,  and  writes 
with  true  enthusiasm  on  the  subject.  In  one  place  he 
remarks  :  '  Well  does  the  writer  of  these  lines  remember 
his  feelings  of  pride  when,  as  the  best  player  in  the  Eton 
eleven,  he  was  carried  in  triumph  three  times  round 
Lord's  cricket  ground  by  his  side  after  a  match  with 
Harrow.  Even  now,  in  my  adopted  Fatherland,  I  feel 
the  greatest  interest  in  the  course  of  the  game,  and  am 
deeply  hurt  when  Eton  loses.' 

"  I  wonder  if  there  are  any  traditions  of  John  Horrocks' 
prowess  at  Eton  still — he  must  have  played  for  his  college 
early  in  the  century. 

"Horrocks  was  born  at .  TuUichewin  Castle,  Loch 
Lomond,  in  1816  ;  educated  at  Eton  and  Glasgow  Univer- 
sity. Entered  the  army,  served  in  Canada,  where  he  nearly 
succumbed  to  fever  and  malaria,  having  to  be  left  behind 
when  the  regiment  returned  home.  On  his  arrival  in 
England  went  abroad  to  recruit  his  health,  and,  from  the 
sheer  accident  of  making  an  acquaintance  en  route,  visited 
Weimar,  which  destiny  seems  to  have  marked  out  for  him 
as  his  anchorage  for  life,  for,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
occasional  visits  to  England,  he  lived  here,  ranking,  by  his 
wonderful  popularity,  as  one  of  the  first  sportsmen  in 
Germany,  and  an  authority  on  ail  questions  of  a  sporting 
nature." 


FRENCH  SEA  FISHING  BOOMS,  &c. 


In  shallow  water  fishing,  a  great  deal  of  latitude 
is  allowable  in  the  form  of  gear  for  salt  water  use, 
and  as  I  have  said  in  my  work  "  The  Sea- Fisher- 
man," p.  33,  fourth  edition,  "The  methods  of 
fitting  gear  for  ground-fishing  differ  much  in 
different  localities,  much  more,  in  fact,  than 
necessity  requires,  the  truth  being  simply  this — 
That  any  tackle  which  will  work  clear,  and  place 
the  bait  fairly  within  reach  of  the  fish,  will  be 
sure  to  catch  them,  the  form  of  the  geai-  being 
bound,  as  far  as  success  is  concerned,  by  no 
arbitrary  rules."  In  deep  water  other  conditions 
arise  for  which  provision  must  be  made,  in  order 
that  the  gear  may  arrive  at  the  bottom  without 
fouling,  and  offer  the  minimum  resistance  possible 
in  its  passage  upwards  to  the  boat. 

In  fishing  from  piers  and  quays,  the  length  of 
line  is  generally  moderate,  owing  to  the  small 
depth  of  the  water,  and  assimilates  itseM  closely 
to  fresh  water  angling  on  that  account,  so  that 
the  snood  or  trace  soon  arrives  in  sight,  is  quickly 
brought  bo  hand,  entanglement  cleared,  and  the 
bait  renewed;  but  in  deep  water  fishing,  as  "  Mr. 
John  Bickerdyke  "  says,  "  we  are  met  with  the 
boom  question,"  and  even  in  shallow  water  it 
cannot  be  ignored  in  a  tideway,  and  the  tackle 
should  be  so  arranged  that  the  boom  should  point 
down  the  tideway  by  the  action  of  the  current, 
which  I  apprehend  both  the  French  and  Mr.  John 
Kirby's  booms  are  intended  to  do. 

If  you  fish  in  any  depth  beyond  three  or  four 
fathoms,  and  look  over  the  side  down  into  clear 
water,  you  will  often  observe  when  two  dabs  are 
hooked,  that  they  are  apparently  chasing  each 
other  in  a  spiral  course  towards  the  sui'face, 
putting  turns  into  the  hook  link  of  gut,  whether 
single  or  twisted. 

It  appears  to  me  that  a  brass  swivel  is  requisite 
at  the  eye  of  the  boom  to  meet  this  contingency, 
which  is  therefore  shown  in  the  improved  Kentish 
Rig  in  my  work  "  The  Sea-Fisherman,"  p.  38, 
fourth  edition,  in  Fig  2,  b ;  in  the  Guernsey  Rig, 
p.  35 ;  in  the  Dartmouth  Rig,  Fig.  4,  p.  39 ;  in  the 
Grapnel  or  Creeper  Sinker,  p.  40 ;  and  in  the 
Snood  or  Sid  Strap  of  the  boat-shaped  rig.  Fig.  1, 
d,  p.  42;  also  in  the  Kentish  Rig,  Fig  44,  in 
"Angling  in  Salt  Water,"  p.  56,  by  Mr.  John 
Bickerdyke,  and  in  "Sea  Fish,"  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo,  in  connection  with  the  boat-shaped  rig, 
p.  197,  where  he  represents  three  swivels,  one  in 
the  sid  strap,  and  two  in  the  snood  or  trace. 

Mr.  A.  also  says,  "  My  friend '  John  Bickerdyke ' 
reoommends  above  all  other  tackle  the  paternoster 
for  whiting,  but,  personally,  I  have  found  nothing 


March  11,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


107 


beat,  especially  when  after  the  large  deep-water 
fish,  the  shearing  tackle  used  by  the  Comishmen, 
and  descibed  as  a  '  sid-strap '  whatever  that  may 
convey."  The  sid-strap  I  have  descibed  above,  it 
is  also  known  as  the  fore-line,  as  it  precedes  the 
snood  and  hooks.  The  fore-line  is  the  name  at 
Padstow,  and  possibly  elsewhere  in  Cornwall.  It 
may  also  interest  Mr.  Aflalo  to  know  that  I  used  the 
boat-lead  over  sixty  years  since  at  Budleigh  Sal- 
terton,  Devon,  and  that  the  sheering  lead  was 
used  by  my  man  in  my  11.  tie  6-tonner  the  Fairy 
i  in  1857,  who  worked  the  t  wo  forward  lines,  whilst 
I  I  worked  aft  a  pair  of  brass  boomed  boat-leads,  of 
which  Mr.  Aflalo  has  given  as  perfect  a/ac  simile, 
p.  197,  as  if  we  had  passed  a  day  on  board  my 
little  Fairy  all  those  years  ago. 

In  this  connection  I  would  mention  that  my 
"  ancient  mariner  "  always  herd  the  stocks  or  booms 
to  port  m-  starboard,  each  time  before  casting  the 
leads  overboard,  to  ensui'e  the  sheering  to  either 
t  side,  the  stocks  (a  Fowey  name)  being  formed  of 
I  four  parts  of  fishing  line,  or  rope  yarn,  served 
or  hitched  over  with  tarred  twine,  and  sometimes 
dipped  in  hot  coal  tar  to  preserve  and  further 
stifEen  them.  For  over  ten  years  we  have  been 
able  to  go  one  better  than  this,  by  adopting  the 
half -breadth  boat-lead,  which  was  introduced,  I 
believe,  by  a  fisherman  named  "  Easton,"  and  has 
been  adopted  by  aU  the  Plymouth  whiting  boats 
'  in  this  fishery,  developed  to  an  extent  for  many 
years  which  makes  it  a  very  important  feature  at 
Plymouth,  and  in  less  degree  as  far  east  as  Ex- 
mouth,  and  even  to  Beer,  and  westward  along 
south  and  north  Cornwall,  and  east  as  far  as  Port 
Isaac. 

The  cut  Fig.  9,  p.  4~5,  shows  how  the  half- 
breadth  boat-lead  may  be  cast  by  screwing  a 
piece  of  wood  against  the  half-mould.  Brass 
moulds  are  used  by  C.  and  R.  Brooks,  62,  South- 
side-street,  and  Mr.  W.  Hearder  also  showed  his 
own  patterns  at  the  Imperial  Institute  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  whUst  I  showed  two  of  this  form  from 
C.  and  R.  Brooks,  vide  also  eleventh  line  from 
bottom,  p.  4-5,  in  "  The  Sea-Fisherman." 

Regarding  the  effectiveness  of  the  French 
booms,  I  see  no  objection  in  shallow  water  fishing 
to  their  use,  but  if  you  use  wire  stiff  enough  to 
remain  unbent  by  good  sized  fish,  and  you  have 
three  booms  on  the  paternoster,  you  will  find  that 
the  obstruction  the  rectangular  position  of  the 
booms  involves  to  the  upward  course  of  the  gear 
is  unpleasantly  evident  in  fifteen  to  twenty 
fathoms,  and  is  increasingly  felt  in  thirty  fathoms 
of  water  which  is  the  depth  of  the  whiting 
grounds  off  Plymouth  and  Dartmouth,  although 
the  fish  come  into  less  water  in  autumn  and 
winter,  in  fact,  at  times  quite  close  to  the  shore. 

The  paternoster  is  especially  a  form  of  gear 
made  effective  by  the  angling  rod,  because  the 
rod  keeps  the  line  clear  of  the  side  of  the  boat, 
but  is  not  nearly  as  pleasant  to  use  on  a  handline, 
as  the  hooks  are  liable  to  catch  the  side  of  the 
boat,  and  the  lead  being  below  the  hooks  gives 
less  freedom  of  action  in  baiting  than  either  the 
boat-lead  gear,  the  Dartmouth  Rig,  or  the  gear 
used  with  the  Banker's  or  Newfoundland  lead, 
and  all  these  descend  spreading  their  gear  as  they 
sink,  assuming  a  nearly  perpendicular  position 
when  the  whole  of  the  line  has  run  out. 

The  strong  point  of  the  paternoster  appears  to 
be  that  given  a  bottom  clear  of  obstacles,  the 
conical  or  other  lead  can  rest  on  the  bottom,  and 
a  bite  can  be  quickly  felt  on  that  account,  but  if 
the  bottom  is  foul,  i.e.  rocky,  as  on  pout  ground 
is  often  the  case,  or  sometimes  even  craggy,  leads 
will  be  often  lost  in  the  endeavour  to  fish  low 
down.  On  the  whole  the  half-breadth  boat 
sheering  lead  is,  I  think,  the  beet,  for  all  the 
thousands  of  whiting  landed  at  Plymouth  are 
taken  with  it,  except  those  caught  by  Teignmouth 
or  Dartmouth  boats  who  come  to  fish  for 
Plymouth  market,  and  use  their  local  rigs  as 
before  mentioned.  J.  C.  Wilcockh. 


A  Trout  Nueseky  on  the  Itchen. — This 
is  the  title  of  a  very  interesting  illustrated  article 
which  appears  in  the  current  number  of  the 
Sketch.  Mr.  Edgar  Valentine  Corrie's  fine  Itohen 
River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment  at  Chilland, 
Winchester,  Hants,  is  the  one  described,  and  much 
useful  information  about  it  is  given.  The  illustra- 
tions are  entitlfxl  "  The  Fry  Ponds  at  Chilland  " 
and  "The  Yearling  Ponds  at  Chilland"  (from 
photographs  by  H.  W.  Salmon,  Winchester). 


JAPANESE  FLY  FISHING. 

{Continued  from  page  151.) 


Now,  having  sketched  the  method,  I  must  go 
into  some  theoretical  considerations. 

First  as  to  flies.  I  was  surprised  and  delighted 
to  find  an  old  favourite,  the  brown  hackle,  also 
the  favourite  of  the  Japanese.  (By  the  way,  I 
remember  good  old  Cotton  says  when  you  ai-e  in 
doubt  as  to  what  fly  to  use  to  fish  with  a  dun 
hackle  until  you  catch  a  trout,  then  cut  him 
open,  see  what  flies  he  has  been  eating,  and  tie 
accordingly.  Why  not  continue  to  use  the  good 
hackle  to  catch  other  trout  ?)  But  I  digress.  I 
only  wish  to  show  what  all  know,  the  standard 
and  long-known  killing  qualities  of  the  hackle. 

Thinking  of  this  almost  universal  fly,  and 
watching  the  Japanese  use  it  in  their  life-like 
way,  I  was  led  to  compare  its  looks  with  the 
natural  insect  while  flying,  and  I  think  if  anyone 
will  look  at  a  lightly  feathered  hackle  and  then 
at  the  appearance  of  an  ordinary  river  fly  in 


motion  the  great  similarity  will  be  apparent.  A 
fly  while  flying  does  not  look  to  me  like  Fig.  1, 
but  like  Fig.  2.  The  wings  do  not  appear  as 
clear  outlines,  but  as  a  gauzy  haze  on  all  sides  of 
the  body. 

I  should  much  like  to  see  a  photograph  of  an 
insect  in  rapid  flight,  or  with  wings  in  rapid 
motion,  and  one  of  a  well  made  hackle,  tied  as  I 
have  indicated  the  Japanese  tie  their  flies.  I 
hope  some  time  to  make  these  photos.  The 
theory  of  the  fly  in  motion  is  my  own,  and  I  have 
never  heard  or  seen  it.  The  Japanese  do  not 
seem  to  know  of  it ;  but  both  they  and  their  foreign 
fellow  fishers  use  the  hackle. 

I  submit  this  theory  for  consideration.  If  the 
theory  of  the  flying  insect  is  correct,  it  is  easy  to 
see  why  the  two  shades  (yellowish  gray  and 
reddish  brown)  will  practically  cover  about  all 
insects  likely  to  be  taken  by  trout.  Watch  the 
river  insects  while  flying,  and  the  gauzy  halo  of 
their  buzzing  wings  wiU  almost  always  fall  into 
the  two  shades  mentioned.  (A  most  interesting 
article  on  the  colour  sense  in  trout's  eyes  in  the 
London  Field  occurs  to  me  here,  but  it  is  too 
lengthy  to  go  into.)  If  this  wing  theory  is 
correct,  the  bodies  only  need  change  to  represent 
about  all  the  needful  flies.  The  Japanese  fish  the 
year  round  with  these  two  shades,  for  what  I 
claim  as  the  wing  effect  of  the  insect  in  flight,  and 
their  method  evidently  represents  the  fly  alive  and 
struggling  to  get  off  the  water,  using  his  wings  to 
the  utmost. 

The  theory  that  the  hackle  represents  the 
buzzing  wings  of  an  insect  may  be  held  to  be  true 
only  while  the  insect  is  on  the  surface  or  above  it ; 
but  who  can  say  that  the  trout  can  tell,  from  his 
position,  just  where  water  ends  and  air  begins ; 
and  may  he  not  misjudge  a  bit  or  take  even  the 
submerged  hackle  for  a  buzzing,  winged  insect  ? 
I  find  one  can  theorise  endlessly  on  this  subject, 
and  if  anyone  knows  positively  about  such  things, 
I  trust  to  be  enlightened. 

Please  do  not  think  I  attempt  to  make  light  of 
the  success  of  either  wet  or  dry-fly  methods.  The 
drowned  insect  in  a  faint  light,  in  discoloured 
water,  or  to  the  voracious  trout  of  a  wild  or  little 
fished  stream,  is  no  doubt  an  attractive  lure,  while 
the  beautiful  English  imitations  of  flies  (some 
with  their  fish-scale  wings,  so  real  as  to  be 
practically  indistinguishable  from  the  true  article) 
must,  if  dissociated  from  a  line  and  gut,  deceive 
any  trout ;  still  I  think  this  new  method,  or 
rather  this  old  one,  is  worthy  of  careful  considera- 
tion. 

Numerous  points  in  favour  of  the  Japanese 
method  suggest  themselves  to  me. 
The  absence  of  disturbance  in  the  water  by  gut 


or  line  seems  a  very  important  thing,  at  least  we 
know  it  is  in  our  crystal  streams. 

The  struggling  motion  of  the  fly  seems  as  if  it 
must  tease  a  trout  which  is  supposed  to  be  a  bit 
"  touchy  "  and  combative.  Mr.  Taylor  thinks  he 
"teases  them  out";  and  I  have  seen  a  Japanese 
fisher  tease  out  a  fish  which  I  believe  to  be  one  he 
had  actually  touched  at  an  early  cast,  and  after  a 
dozen  more  casts  finally  land  him.  In  watching 
an  expert  Japanese  I  have  been  almost  irresistibly 
tempted  to  seize  a  stone,  and  kill  the  teasing, 
struggling  fly.  I  have  had  frequent  experience  of 
fish  coming  out  after  dozens  of  casts  had  been 
made  in  the  same  spot. 

I  find  that  I  have  not  mentioned  that  important 
point,  the  strike.  This,  in  the  Japanese  style,  is 
sharp  and  very  quick  ;  but  what  I  wish  to  claim  is 
that  the  line,  being  always  taut,  enables  the  strike 
to  be  given  most  quickly,  while  the  motion  being 
down  stream  and  the  rod  invariably  below  the  fish 
puts  the  fisher  in  the  best  position  to  hit  a  fish 
rising,  as  I  think  they  do,  from  down  stream  up  at 
the  fly,  which  is  losing  ground  at  about  the  speed 
of  the  current.  This  is  a  point  which  the  fisher  in 
this  style  must  carefully  practise,  viz. :  to  have  his 
fly  always  going  down  stream,  or  but  slightly 
across,  and  not  to  have  its  speed  much  if  any 
above  that  of  the  current.  It  must  struggle  to 
escape,  but  continue  to  be  swept  down  stream. 

I  wish  also  to  submit  a  few  theories  and  guesses 
at  concealment  in  fishing.  I  have  seen,  and 
doubtless  all  anglers  have,  a  wary  trout  dart 
frightened  from  a  pool  even  when  approached 
from  behind  a  huge  rock,  and  with  the  sun 
directly  in  front  of  the  fisher,  so  that  almost  no 
shadow  could  touch  the  pool  even  from  the 
extended  rod.  In  such  a  position  I  have  had  a 
startled  trout  dart  to  within  a  few  inches  of  my 
feet  at  the  first  slight  movement  of  my  rod  in  the 
air,  showing  that  he  observed  the  least  motion, 
but  was  unaware  of  the  direction  of  the  maker ; 
on  the  contrary  I  have,  within  a  few  minutes, 
taken  three  fair  fish  in  succession  from  a  rock  in 
mid-stream,  on  each  occasion  floundering  across 
the  stream  to  the  shore  to  land  my  fish  and  having 
my  shadow  as  well  as  that  of  my  rod  go  right 
across  the  pool. 

These  things  seem  rather  contradictory,  but  I 
have  a  theory  which  brings  them  somewhat 
nearer  to  agreement  than  at  first  seems  likely. 

I  have  noticed,  by  experimenting  on  gold  fish 
in  a  globe,  that  the  first  sudden  motion  alarms 
the  fish  greatly,  and  they  dart  quickly  about ;  the 
next  motion  of  the  same  kind  alarms  fewer  fish ; 
and  finally,  if  the  same  motion  is  kept  up,  the  fish 
gradually  cease  to  notice  it  at  all,  lying  quiet. 
Now,  if  the  motion  be  changed,  say  from  a  quick 
movement  of  the  hand  to  a  sharp  tap  on  the 
globe,  the  same  process  is  again  gone  through 
with.  I  have  tried  this  with  trout  in  a  pool.  On 
a  hot,  still  day,  with  the  water  like  glass,  I  have 
carefully  worked  my  way  close  above  a  fine  pool, 
in  the  "  still  deeps  "  of  which  were  lying  some 
twenty  or  thirty  trout  of  all  sizes  The  first  cast 
startled  every  fish,  and  a  few  of  the  vei-y  largest 
left  the  pool.  The  next  cast  alarmed  the  fish 
less,  and  finally  all  ceased  to  move  as  my  fly  lit 
on  the  surface.  It  was  a  hot,  still  day,  with  not 
a  fish  feeding ;  all  lying  in  the  deeps.  The  water 
below  me  was  as  clear  as  air.  I  stood  perfectly 
still  in  plain  view  of  the  fish,  which  I  could  see 
perfectly  clearly,  and  kept  on  casting.  Finally  a 
fingerling  grew  interested  in  my  fly,  followed  it 
once  or  twice,  and  at  last  made  a  shy  snap  at  it. 

1  detail  this  at  such  length  because  I  think  it 
bears  on  the  subject  of  concealment  and  "  teasing." 
While  perfect  concealment  is  undoubtedly  the 
best  of  all  modes  to  throw  the  wary  trout  off  his 
guard,  he  is  so  very  quick  and  cunning  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  get  into  a  position  of  complete 
concealment. 

Now,  while  I  have  little  doubt  as  to  the  teasable 
nature  of  a  bold  trout,  I  think  that,  aside  from 
his  combativeness,  he  gets  used  to  a  frequently 
repeated  movement  of  a  not  too  violent  natui-e, 
and  that  a  fisher  standing  perfectly  still  (of  course, 
taking  all  possible  pains  as  to  sun  and  shadows, 
background,  &c.)  can,  by  a  series  of  casts  made 
with  as  little  motion  of  the  arm  and  rod  as 
possible,  and  each  movement  as  nearly  as  possible 
alike,  accustom  a  trout  to  the  movement — interest 
him  in  it ;  and  if  his  fly  is  well  worked  and  has  a 
lively  natural  look,  at  last  tempt  him  out. 

Probably  the  largest  and  most  knowing  fish 
often  run  away;  but  I  have  several  times  found 
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they  only  sank  well  out  of  sight  under  some 
cavernous  rock,  and  were  at  last  tempted  out  to 
take  the  fly  within  16ft.  to  25ft.  of  the  fisherman. 

I  have  spun  out  a  length  of  yarn  which  will,  I 
fear,  exceed  even  your  ideas  when  you  told  me  to 
write  you  at  length ;  but  you  know  the  enthusiasm 
of  a  brother  of  the  angle,  and  will  be  lenient,  or 
cut  as  you  see  fit. 

I  wish  the  season  of  my  short  stay  in  this 
country  was  such  as  would  permit  me  to  have 
a  day  with  you  on  our  home  waters,  where  we 
could  practice  a  bit  together,  and  give  me  a 
chance  to  test  our  "  snaggling,"  as  we  call  it,  be- 
side your  skilful  work  in  the  orthodox  mode  ;  but 
that  day  must  be  postponed  for  a  while.  It  shall 
come,  though,  one  of  these  days. 

I  must  add  in  closing  that  while  using  the 
J apanese  method  of  casting,  their  length  of  rod, 
line,  and  leader,  with  the  single  fly,  I  have  put 
line  guides  and  reel  seat  on  my  long  Japanese  rod, 
and  thus  take  the  advantage  of  the  many  delights 
and  benefits  of  using  the  reel  as  in  the  usual 
method  of  fishing. 

I  feel  that  I  have  imperfectly  explained  this 
method,  and  should  be  glad  to  answer  any 
questions  which  may  occur  to  you  on  reading  my 
letter  to  the  best  of  my,  as  jet,  rather  imperfect 
knowledge ;  but  I  must  say  that  my  success,  the 
great  similarity  between  the  Japanese  and  the 
Taylor  style,  together  with  the  unvarying  good 
results  observed  in  the  practice  of  these  modes  of 
fishing,  give  me  great  confidence  that  the  method 
which  I  should  like  to  call  "  snaggling  "  (in  imita- 
tion of  a  devoted  brother  of  the  angle  and  dear 
friend),  has  points  worthy  of  the  best  thought  of 
our  thoughtful  fraternity. — J.  0.  Averill  (in 
Forest  and  Stream). 


A  DAY'S  FISHING  IN  NORMANDY. 


"  Holloa  !  "  said  the  cheery  voice  of  Prince 
Michel  Stourdza,  as  he  drove  up  to  my  hotel  in 
Dieppe.  "  The  May  Fly  is  on  the  water,  and  I 
am  off  fishing  to-morrow.  Will  you  come,  too  P  " 
The  next  morning  was  beautifully  fine,  and  about 
ten  o'clock  I  find  myself  behind  a  spanking  pair 
of  horses,  spinning  along  on  the  way  to  the  fish- 
ing ground  through  some  of  the  loveliest  scenery 
in  Normandy,  past  the  golf  links,  and  down  the 
long,  winding  hill  into  Pourville,  at  which  village 
the  little  river  Scie  runs  into  the  channel.  Turn- 
ing to  the  left,  we  followed  the  course  of  the 
stream  for  some  miles  until  we  reached  our 
destination.  The  horses  were  soon  put  up  in  an 
old  stable,  and  when  the  Prince  had  arranged  his 
fishing  gear  he  made  his  first  cast  just  above  an 
old  mill  dam,  and  worked  his  way  slowly  up  the 
stream.  When  we  had  gone  some  few  hundred 
yards  Henri,  the  coachman,  joined  us,  and  the 
fisherman  standing  well  out  of  sight,  made  a 
pretty  cast.  A  fine  trout  rose  and  took  the  fly, 
but  not  finding  it  exactly  what  he  expected, 
rushed  across  the  river,  and,  after  several  minutes' 
play,  managed  to  get  the  line  entangled  in  some 
sticks.  "  Quick,  Henri,"  cried  the  Prince,  "  the 
landing  net,  or  he  will  get  away."  Henri,  net  in 
hand,  leant  as  far  as  he  could  over  the  bank,  but 
alas!  the  fish  was  just  out  of  reach.  So,  like  a 
true  sportsman,  he  jumped  in  up  to  his  waist  in 
water,  and  amidst  breathless  excitement  a  fine 
trout  was  landed.  Up  to  luncheon  time  not 
another  rise  was  to  be  had.  The  fish  absolutely 
seemed  to  be  laughing  at  the  vain  endeavours  of 
the  angler.  Nothing  would  induce  them  to  look 
at  the  fly,  when  just  as  we  thought  it  was  time  to 
be  starting  home  a  fish  of  ^Ib.  was  hooked  and 
landed.  In  the  course  of  half  an  hour  thirteen 
more — none  under  ilb.,  and  all  in  splendid  con- 
dition, as  firm  as  rocks — were  lying  on  the  sward. 
We  drove  home  well  satisfied  with  the  day's 
sport.  In  the  evening  I  dined  with  the  Prince, 
and  helped  to  eat  the  trout,  which  had  been 
deliciously  cooked  by  his  chef.  I  may  here  state, 
for  the  benefit  of  fishermen  who  do  not  know 
Normandy  that  excellent  fishing  is  to  be  obtained 
almost  for  the  asking,  especially  round  Dieppe, 
where  sportsmen  are  welcome.    P.  H.  Benickk. 


A  Complimentary  Dinner  is  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  T.  J.  Hamp,  managing  director  of  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  in  the  King's  Hall,  on 
April  i),  to  commemorate  the  twenty-fifth  anniver- 
Hary  of  the  opening  of  the  estal.lishment  he  has 
during  that  time  ho  succossfully  controlled. 


BARBEL  IN  MOROCCO. 


We  had  arranged  to  start  on  our  trip  at  night, 
and  accordingly,  at  about  II  p.m.,  our  cavalcade 
made  a  move  from  the  front  door  of  the  Con- 
tinental Hotel,  Tangier. 

It  was  a  very  hot  time  of  year,  being  the  middle 
of  July,  and  as  the  ground  we  were  making  for 
was  some  sixteen  miles  distant — to  be  reached 
only  by  a  bridle-path  over  hills  and  dales  in  that 
I'oadless  region — night  travelling  was  by  far  the 
most  convenient  and  comfortable  style  of  locomo- 
tion for  man  and  beast. 

My  friend  Cavilla,  my  constant  guide  and 
counsellor  in  all  our  sporting  trips,  had  said  that 
he  knew  there  were  lots  of  fish  in  a  certain  river, 
though  of  what  sort  he  was  quite  ignorant,  and 
that  quail  and  hares  were  to  be  shot  in  the 
neighbourhood,  so  we  started  with  the  highest 
expectations,  as  well  as  good  store  of  creature 
comforts,  guns,  fishing  rods,  and  requisites. 

The  party  consisted  of  Cavilla  who  rode  a 
donkey ;  two  Spaniards,  Antonio  and  Bastian,  who 
also  rode  donkeys;  an  Arab  boy,  whose  name 
sounded  like  Boomright,  a  cheerful  and  useful 
lad  whose  knowledge  of  English  was  very  limited, 
but  who  rang  the  changes  on  his  small  vocabulary 
of  English  words  with  a  fluency  and  volubility 
marvellous  to  listen  to ;  and  myself,  who  was 
mounted  on  a  mule.  There  were  also  two  baggage 
donkeys  laden  with  all  our  things,  which  were 
under  the  guidance  of  "  Boom,"  as  we  called  him 
for  short,  and  on  which  he  rode  alternately 
throughout  the  journey. 

Each  of  the  Spaniards  carried  a  double- 
barrelled  muzzle-loader,  so  that  with  these 
and  our  breech-loading  guns  and  revolvers  we 
were  a  fairly  well  armed  little  band,  and  this  is  a 
very  necessary  precaution  when  travelling  in 
Morocco. 

There  is  something  very  weird  in  riding  thi-ough 
the  streets  of  Tangier  at  night.  You  pass 
through  dark  and  narrow  alleys  scarcely  12ft. 
wide  paved  with  stones  worn  as  smooth  as  billiard 
balls,  and  every  now  and  then  almost  trip  over 
some  sleeping  Arab  mendicant,  who  is  lying 
enveloped  in  his  cloth  by  the  side  of  the  wall,  or 
else  charge  full  tilt  into  a  lot  of  Moors  coming  out 
of  a  mosque.  At  night  the  streets  are  fairly  clear 
of  animal  trafiic,  though  during  the  day  they  are 
crowded  with  horses,  mules,  and  donkeys ;  but 
there  are  still  a  good  many  drinking  shops  open, 
where  Spaniards  and  Frenchmen  are  smoking  and 
card  playing  ;  and  the  market-place,  dimly  lighted 
with  the  electric  light,  always  has  a  lot  of 
strangely  garbed  natives,  chiefly  Arabs,  moving 
about  it.  These  and  the  group  of  dozing  camels 
and  donkeys  which  are  aU  around  make  a  strange 
spectacle  when  first  beheld  by  European  eyes. 

Some  twenty  minutes'  riding  took  us  out  quite 
clear  of  the  town,  and  well  on  to  the  track  through 
the  country.  On  all  sides  were  endless  fields  of 
corn,  chiefly  in  ear,  but  some  of  it  in  stubble,  as 
the  reaping  season  had  just  begun.  A  very 
rugged  track  it  was,  and  one  far  better  suited  for 
a  donkey  or  mule  than  for  a  horse. 

In  fact,  for  travelling  on  a  sporting  trip,  as 
distinguished  from  a  mere  ride  for  pleasure, 
commend  me  to  a  mule.  They  are  absolutely 
sure-footed,  and  can  amble,  if  necessary,  six  or 
even  seven  miles  an  hour  with  ease. 

The  donkeys  are,  no  doubt,  very  good  for  those 
who  can  ride  them,  but  one  needs  to  be  "  to  the 
manner  born."  The  saddle  is  a  ponderous  alfair, 
weighing,  roughly  speaking,  401b.,  so  broad  that 
sitting  astride  on  it  is  next  to  an  impossibility ; 
it  is,  in  fact,  as  Mark  Twain  with  quaint  truth 
says,  like  "  straddling  a  dining  table." 

The  correct  mode  of  riding  is  to  sit  side-saddle 
fashion,  and  this  is  not  easy.  The  way  in  which 
Cavilla,  or  the  men,  or  young  "  Boom  "  could  hop 
off  and  on,  and  steer  the  donkey  with  the  ragged 
little  bit  of  string  which  does  duty  as  a  bridle, 
was  simply  a  wonder  to  behold,  and  excited  the 
greatest  envy  within  me.  Donkeys  are,  of  course, 
the  cheapest  beast  to  hire.  The  equivalent  of 
two  English  shillings  will  hire  one  for  a  day  ;  a 
mule  is  charged  at  about  53.,  and  a  horse  at  10s. 
a  day.  These  points  are  worth  considering  when 
one  intends  to  go  on  sporting  trips  to  any  extent 
from  Tangier. 

The  track  was  bad,  the  night  dark,  and  the 
donkeys  slow,  so  we  could  not  travel  fast,  and  it 
was  not  until  an  \\o\\r  before  dawn  that  we  called 
a  halt. 


The  animals,  in  charge  of  "  Boom "  and 
Antonio,  were  sent  on  to  a  convenient  place  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  we  intended  to  fish,  and  C.  and 
I,  taking  Bastian  and  the  pointers,  started  as 
soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  shoot  quail.  We 
had  capital  sport,  bagging  twenty  odd  brace, 
besides  a  few  hares  and  rabbits  which  wei-e  found 
among  the  bushes  bordering  the  river,  and  by 
11  a.m.  we  reached  our  camp,  which  was  pitched 
under  a  fine,  large  fig  tree  on  the  banks  of  the 
stream,  and  found  a  rood  breakfast  awaiting 
us. 

As  may  be  imagined,  the  heat  was  very  great, 
and  after  breakfast  we  were  glad  enough  to  take  a 
siesta  under  the  shade  of  our  tree.  Towards  the 
cool  of  the  afternoon  we  began  fishing.  The 
stream  was  a  sluggish,  muddy  ditch  with  high 
banks  covered  with  scrub,  and  having  a  great  deal 
of  a  kind  of  water  lily  growing  in  it.  It  struck 
me  from  the  first  as  having  a  "  pikey  "  look,  not 
that  it  contained  any  of  the  species  Esox  lucius, 
but  it  simply  teemed  with  barbel. 

We  baited  with  worms,  which  C.  had  procured 
at  Tangier  before  we  started.  They  were  beastly 
looking  things,  not  a  bit  like  any  I  have  ever,  seen 
in  England,  but  they  appeared  to  tempt  the  fish 
amazingly. 

From  the  way  in  which  they  bit  I  should 
imagine  that  they  had  never  been  fished  for 
before,  for  anything  like  the  ravenous  manner 
they  attacked  the  bait  as  soon  as  it  was  put  into 
the  water,  it  has  never  been  my  lot  to  witness 
before  or  since. 

All  the  tackle  was  supplied  by  me.  Luckily,  I 
had  brought  out  with  me  a  lot  of  useful  gear  in 
the  way  of  gut,  hooks,  stout  casts,  and  a  couple 
of  reels  with  lines.  Thus  I  was  able  to  supply 
Cavilla  with  everything  except  a  rod.  There  is 
no  place  in  Tangier  where  fishing  tackle  of  any 
kind  is  sold,  at  least,  I  could  not  find  any.  The 
sea  fishermen  make  a  primitive  kind  of  hook  and 
line  for  their  own  use,  and  a  long  stick  does  duty 
as  a  rod. 

However,  C.  managed  to  borrow  a  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made  thing,  which,  having  two  or 
three  rings  at  wide  intervals  upon  it,  might  be 
called  a  rod,  so  with  my  reel  and  line  and  hooks, 
he  was  quite  happy. 

I  used  a  favourite  old  rod,  with  which  I  have 
killed  many  hundredweights  of  trout  with  fly, 
worm,  and  minnow  during  the  last  ten  years.  It 
is  one  of  Gillett's  whole-cane  rods,  and;  although 
it  has  done  the  roughest  work,  including  mackerel, 
pollack,  and  bass  fishing,  in  addition  to  its 
legitimate  duties,  it  is  still  as  useful  as  ever. 
But  to  return  to  our  Morocco  barbel.  We  baited 
with  worm,  and,  using  no  lead  nor  float,  flung  out 
into  the  middle  of  the  pool.  No  sooner  was  the 
worm  near  the  bottom,  than  away  would  run  the 
line.  A  slight  pause  to  let  him  get  it  well  into 
his  mouth,  and  then — a  strike,  and  there  was  a 
barbel  kicking  and  tugging  for  all  he  was  worth, 
and  a  few  seconds  afterwards  he  would  be  on  the 
bank. 

Voracious  though  they  were,  however,  we 
noticed  that  after  catching  three  or  four  out  of  a 
pool,  the  other  fish  became  shy,  and  would  not 
take  the  bait  with  the  same  confidence.  Then  we 
moved  on  to  another  pool,  and  the  same  scene 
was  enacted.  They  were  game  fish,  and  showed 
good  fight,  but  they  were  small ;  the  greater  part 
of  them  averaged  about  ilb.  weight,  but  we  got 
some  over  lib.,  but  not  one  that  reached  21b. 
Once  I  hooked  and  lost  a  big  fellow  which  may 
possibly  have  been  a  3-pounder,  but,  of  course,  it 
is  impossible  to  say. 

For  my  part  I  soon  got  sick  of  catching  them, 
but  fishing  was  a  new  experience  to  Cavilla,  and 
he  stuck  at  it  all  that  evening  and  again  next 
morning,  while  I  went  after  the  quail.  I  could 
not  help  thinking  what  a  paradise  this  place  would 
seem  to  the  Stoke  Newiugton  or  Ponders  End 
sportsman,  who  bobs  away  so  patiently  for  little 
dace  or  gudgeon. 

Such  a  pile  of  fish,  considerably  ever  100,  as  0. 
and  the  men  arranged  on  the  grass  in  front 
of  the  camp,  the  Arabs  in  that  locality  had  never 
before  seen.  C.  could  speak  Arabic,  and  asked 
them  if  they  ever  caught  any  for  themselves,  but 
it  appeared  that  they  never  attempted  such  a 
thing. 

We  tried  to  eat  these  fish,  but  they  were  not 
nice,  and  we  were  very  glad  to  give  them  all  away 
to  our  Arab  friends.  The  women  carried  them  off 
in  baskets.  Heron. 


March  11,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


DAPPING  AS  AN  ART. 


Necessitas  non  habet  leges.  This  old  maxim  is 
not  quoted  to  show  my  learning,  but  having  had 
the  sentence  well  whacked  into  me  in  my  school 
days,  it  always  comes  uppermost  in  my  mind  when 
I  am  entering  on  any  subject  which  some  people 
at  first  sight  may  consider  encroaches  on  "  art." 

"  Art,"  says  a  reader,  "  this  is  not  an  art 
journal.  "What  brick  wall  is  '  P.  T.'  running  his 
head  against  now  ?  " 

"  Is  it  not  an  art  journal  ?  Well,  then,  what 
the  dickens  is  it  ?  If  fishing  in  all  its  branches 
is  not  an  art,  I  fail  to  know  what  is,  therefore  I 
will  proceed  to  carry  out  my  intention  of 
describing  what  I  have  not  the  least  hesitation  of 
calling  "  Dapping  as  an  Art." 

Most  of  yon  will  no  doubt  have,  in  your  minds, 
only  associated  "  dapping  "  with  the  pastime,  as 
80  admirably  illustrated  by  Fumiss  in  Bumand's 
"  The  Incomplete  Angler,"  called  the  "  Tour  de 
Nail,"  when  Yenator  stitches  the  beetle  to  his 
finger,  but  the  mode  I  will  attempt  to  teach  you 
has  no  stitching  connected  with  it,  so  you  may 
dismiss  that  hoi-rid  dream  and  listen  to  my 
explanation. 

That  "  circumstances  alter  cases "  cannot  be 
denied,  and  I  would  beg  to  put  forward  that  the 
plan  of  fishing  with  which  I  am  about  to  deal  may 
conscientiously  be  employed  if  the  seasons 
continue  to  remain  in  the  same  arid  state  that 
they  have  been  for  the  last  four  years,  because  it 
is  not  to  be  expected  that  men  who  only  have 
their  month  (and  I  fear  many  much  less)  "  off  " 
in  which  to  indulge  in  trout  fishing,  should  be 
content  to  go  day  after  day  back  to  their 
"  diggings "  with  an  empty  basket.  Yet  there 
must  be  many  sufficiently  enthusiastic  sportsmen 
who  will  not  care  to  catch  fish  by  the  old  game  of 
what  I  will  call  "  common  dapping,"  which  I  do 
not  think  can  be  permitted  to  rank  in  the  category 
of  true  and  artistic  sport. 

The  manner  of  fishing  to  be  described  is  not  prac- 
tised on  many  streams,  nor  by  many  modem  anglers, 
but  where  it  is  it  has  proved  most  killing,  and  is  an 
excellent  way  of  circumventing  some  of  those 
overgrown  cannibalistic  trout  who  do  so  much 
damage  to  our  streams,  and  whose  habitat  is  only 
to  be  entered  by  this  means.  Not  only  do  these 
monsters  devour  all  the  small  trout  that  come 
within  their  reach,  who  have  been  foolish  enough 
to  leave  their  weedy  shelter,  but  they  are  most 
arrant  bullies  of  the  fii'st  water,  and  a  more  "  dog- 
in-the-manger  "  brute  does  not  exist.  Though 
they  may  often  not  require  much  of  the  food 
which  is  continually  passing  down,  by,  through, 
or  over  their  "  holt,"  nevertheless,  no  fish'  not 
their  own  size  dare  venture  to  take  one  morsel 
from  their  richly  supplied  domain.  I  fear  I  am 
digressing  from  my  subject  to  a  great  length,  and 
unless  I  had  the  object  in  view  of  showing  to 
what  great  advantage  the  "  art "  may  be  service- 
ably  applied  I  would  not  have  trespassed  so  far  on 
the  reader's  patience,  but  now  I  wiU  continue  to 
carry  out  my  purpose.  First  I  will  show  you  how 
the  "  art "  is  performed,  and  then  tell  you  how  to 
dress  your  hook  so  that  it  will  retain  the  bait  in 
its  proper  position,  and  not  slip  off  during  the 
work  it  is  called  upon  to  undergo.  I  wiU  also 
give  you  the  names  of  those  insects  which  always 
have  been  found,  and  are,  no  doubt,  most  killing, 
and  the  best  means  of  carrying  them  so  that  they 
may  come  easily  to  hand  when  required. 

The  rod  to  be  used  is  an  ordinai-y  fly  rod,  but 
it  is  better  that  it  should  be  of  the  stiff  kind 
rather  than  of  the  flexible  nature.  The  line  and 
reel  are  of  the  usual  description.  The  cast,  or, 
as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  collar,  should  be 
about  2ft.  long,  and  the  hook  No.  .5  (new  series), 
of  the  round  bend  kind.  The  rod  is  held  in  the 
usual  manner,  that  is,  above  the  reel  at  the  balance 
(the  Vjalance  of  a  fly  rod  is  a  matter  which,  though, 
of  course,  known  to  the  "  old  division  "  to  be  of 
the  greatest  importance,  is  seldom  taken  into 
consideration  by  a  tyro,  so  when  found  make  a 
note  of  j.  Now  take  the  cast,  which  should  reach 
the  reel,  in  the  left  hand,  holding  it  Hin.  from  the 
book.  Then  pJa<^  the  rod  in  a  horizontal  position 
by  bringing  the  right  hand  (unless  you  are  left- 
banded,  then  all  must  be  done  vice  verm)  close 
against  the  hip  joint  on  the  same  side,  the 
knuckles  turned  downwards.  Now  raise  the  left 
hand  in  a  line  with  your  left  eye,  and  draw  the 
cast  which  it  is  holding  back  until  opposite  the  ear, 


thus  curving  the  top  of  the  rod,  at  the  same  time 
taking  sight  at  the  place  in  which  you  wish  to 
place  your  "  dap."  Having  done  this,  let  go  your 
hold  on  the  cast  and  the  bait  will  Hy  to  its  desti- 
nation. This  necessarily  wiU  require  some  prac- 
tice to  get  perfect,  but  when  it  is  learnt  makes 
it  pretty  work,  enabling  you  to  "  reach  "  many 
spots  in  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  place  an 
artificial  fly,  cast  you  never  so  skilfully.  But 
this  is  not  the  only  position  from  which  it  can  be 
used.  Hold  the  rod  in  the  same  position  as 
described,  only  leaving  the  knuckles  turned  out- 
wards, and  draw  the  cast  at  arm's  length,  which 
should  slope  at  an  angle  of  some  forty-five  degrees 
from  the  shouldre,  as  far  back  as  the  left  hip 
joint.  Now  let  go,  and  the  bait  will  travel  round 
the  segment  of  the  circle,  by  which  means  you 
can  place  it  under  bushes  nearly  touching  the 
water. 

Let  me  now  teU  you  how  to  properly  dress  the 
hook.  For  this  there  are  two  methods.  The  first 
is  by  (I  am  naturally  supposing,  of  course,  the 
reader  knows  how  it  is  usually  done)  using  a  silk 
generally  called  "  button-hole  twist,"  and  when 
you  have  brought  it  up  the  shank  from  opposite 
the  barb,  go  down  again  in  the  same  way,  con- 
tinuing until  you  reach  the  middle  of  the  bend — 
that  is  to  say,  half-way  round  towards  the  barb — 
and  you  will  find  that  the  bait  thread  on  this  wiU 
"  stick  fast."  The  other  mode  is  better  for 
the  softer  insects  often  used.  This  is  done  by 
cutting  some  of  the  bristles  from  a  clothes  brush, 
and  now,  using  the  usual  tying  silk,  lace  one  of 
them  to  the  back  of  the  shank,  commencing 
opposite  the  barb,  to  half-way  towards  the  head ; 
then  turn  the  bristle  back,  holding  it  between  the 
thumb  and  finger  of  the  hand  in  which  you  have 
the  hook,  and  continue  to  wind  the  silk  up  the 
shank,  finishing  off  La  the  general  manner.  Now 
release  the  bristle  from  your  hold,  and  it  will  fly 
up  parallel  to  the  shank.  To  bait  a  hook  dressed 
thus,  take  your  "  dap  "  and  thread  it  (head  down- 
wards) on  as  far  as  where  the  gut  joins  the  hook 
and  until  the  loose  end  of  the  bristle  shows  ;  then 
pull  that  from  the  shank  and  push  the  bait  down 
as  far  as  where  it  is  tied  to  the  shank.  Now, 
thrust  and  throw  as  you  may  it  cannot  slide  off. 

The  best  and  most  commonly  used  insects  for 
this  work  are  the  Bluebottle,  Grasshopper,  Tab 
Fly,  and  Oak  Web.  The  first  is  good,  the  second 
better,  and  the  third  best.  The  last  named  is 
most  excellent  in  wooded  districts.  These  may 
be  carried  in  a  large-mouthed  glass  bottle  having 
a  metal  top,  fitted  with  a  small  sliding  disc 
working  on  a  screw  pivot  (which  can  be  tightened 
or  loosened  as  the  case  may  require),  covering  a 
hole  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  their  egress.  A 
round  tin  box,  with  the  inner  rim  fitting  tight  up 
to  the  lid,  is  also  a  handy  receptacle.  Cut  a  piece 
out  of  both  the  lid  and  box,  and  by  twisting  round 
the  former  until  opposite  the  aperture  in  the 
latter  there  will  be  an  opening  through  which 
they  will  crawl  as  soon  as  "  daylight  does 
appear." 

Reaching  thus  far  reminds  me  that  I  have  not 
told  of  another  time  when  dapping  may  be 
employed  in  the  manner  described  above  with  a 
clear  conscience.  Sometimes  you  will  come  across 
portions  of  a  river  where,  from  the  amount  of 
timber  growth  and  waterstave  lining  both  banks, 
it  is  impossible  to  throw  a  fly  even  by  a  "  past 
master."  Yet,  by  wading  upstream,  all  such 
places  may  be  thus  fished  with  great  success. 

Pheasant  Tail. 


A  41lb.  German  Pike.  —  The  Allgemeine 
Fischerei  Zeitung,  of  Munich,  in  its  number  for 
March  1,  reports  that  a  giant  pike  was  caught  by 
Mr.  Fishmaster  Weber  in  the  Szinkuhner  Lake  on 
Feb.  16.  It  was  lA  metres  long  and  38  German 
pounds  in  weight.  This  would  make  it  a  little 
over  .'>8in.  in  length  and  a  little  over  4Ilb.  in 
weight  by  our  measures. — En.  F.  G. 

Good  Teout  Fishing  Wanted. — Mr.  K. 
Douglas,  Prestonbury,  King's-road,  Clapham 
Park,  London,  S.W.,  is  advertising  in  our 
columns  for  a  house  with  some  good  trout  fishing 
in  a  bracing  place.  If  any  of  our  readers  want 
to  let  such  a  place  they  will  find  further  par- 
ticulars in  Mr.  D.'s  advertisement. 


Orant's  Chfiiry  WHisKy— TbiB  attraftive  "  pick-me-iip  "  is 
a  pleaHant  combination  of  Kent  Cherry  Juice  and  very  soft  old 
Scotch  Whisky.  This  and  Grant's  Morella  Cherry  Brandy  are 
sold  by  Wine  MercbMits. 


THE  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

MORE  INFORMATION  FROM  MR. 
LIVINGSTONE  STONE. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Mar.ston. — Since  writing  you 
last  I  have  been  in  communication  with  two  men, 
both  of  them  famous  fishermen,  who  have  had  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  rainbow  trout.  One  of 
them  is  Mr.  Myron  Green,  who,  for  several  years, 
was  superintendent  of  the  United  States  Trout 
Station  on  the  McCloud  river  in  California,  from 
which  station  all  the  rainbow  trout  that  have 
been  distributed  over  the  world  by  the  U.  S.  Fish 
Commission,  were  originally  obtained.  The  other 
man  is  Mr.  M.  L.  Dunning,  who  has  not  only 
fished  many  of  the  streams  of  California 
containing  rainbow  trout,  but  has  also  been  in 
the  employ  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission  at  Baird 
Station  on  the  McCloud  for  several  years.  Both 
of  these  men  have  had  opportunities  for  handling 
and  studying  rainbow  trout  that  few  others  have 
had,  and  being  fishermen  to  the  backbone,  they 
can  hardly  be  excelled  as  authorities  on  the 
subject. 

Both  Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Dunning  agree  that 
the  rainbow  ti-out  are  not  cannibalistic  in  their 
habits.  They  also  both  agree  that  at  certain 
times  and  at  certain  ages  the  golden  band  is 
absent,  that  the  smaller  variety  of  rainbows 
inhabiting  the  smaller  streams  very  often  do  not 
possess  the  golden  band  at  all.  Mr.  Green  does 
not  wish  to  express  a  decided  opinion  concerning 
their  tendency  to  go  to  the  ocean,  as  he  has  never 
been  among  these  trout  near  the  ocean.  Mr. 
Dunning  is  quite  of  the  opinion  that  they  do  go 
to  the  ocean  under  some  circumstances. 

Please  allow  me  to  quote  a  little  from  the 
letters  of  these  excellent  authorities.  Mr. 
Dunning  writes  as  follows,  from  Baird,  California, 
under  date  of  Jan.  30,  1899. 

"  Three  years  ago,  about  300,000  young  salmon 
were  fed  here  in  the  troughs  until  the  latter  end 
of  May,  when  they  were  planted  in  the  McCloud 
river.  For  the  next  seven  or  eight  days  after  the 
planting  I  caught  over  forty  trout,  of  lAlb.  and 
upwards,  and  opened  most  of  them  immediately, 
and  in  no  instance  did  I  find  any  of  the  fish  or 
remains  of  the  fish  that  we  had  planted.  At  other 
times  while  fishing  I  have  often  examined  the 
stomachs  of  trout  caught,  and  it  was  a  rare 
exception  that  anything  was  found  that  would 
indicate  that  they  were  feeding  principally  on 
young  fish.  My  opinion  is  that  rainbow  trout 
are  not  natural  cannibals,  though  when  driven  to 
it  by  hunger  they  might  become  such." 

Mr.  Dunning  continues :  "  In  fishing  the  waters 
of  Hatchet,  Roaring  and  Montgomery  creeks, 
mountain  streams  and  tributaries  of  Pitt  river, 
(the  Upper  Sacramento),  I  have  caught  as  high  as 
twelve  dozen  in  a  day,  many  of  them  fully 
matui-ed  and  parent  fish,  and  none  of  them 
showed  the  golden  band.  If  these  are  the  real 
rainbows,  my  opinion  is  that  they  do  not  show 
the  golden  band  in  all  waters." 

In  regard  to  these  fish  going  to  the  ocean,  Mr. 
Dunning  says  :  "  I  was  sent  to  Olema,  Marin  Co., 
Cal.,  about  one  year  ago  this  month,  to  assist  in 
hatching  out  2,000,000  salmon  eggs.  While  there, 
we  spent  part  of  our  time  seining  in  Paper  Mill 
creek  at  a  place  called  White  House.  This  was 
in  tide  water  (we  often  having  to  wait  until  the 
tide  went  out,  in  order  to  seine),  about  four  miles 
from  the  ocean.  We  caught  a  large  variety  of 
fish,  but  by  far  the  largest  number  wei-e  rainbow 
trout,  which  I  should  say  were  about  a  year  old. 
As  these  trout  were  miles  below  their  spawning 
beds,  I  was  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  their 
course  was  downward,  and  that  they  were  on 
their  way  to  the  ocean,  and  in  quite  large 
numbers." 

Mr.  Green  writes  as  follows  on  the  same 
subjects  :  "  I  have  opened  a  great  many  rainbow 
trout  on  McCloud  river,  but  have  never  found 
any  fish  in  them  except  young  salmon  that  were 
very  young.  I  have  never  seen  the  large  trout 
trying  to  eat  the  small  ones,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  they  are  destructive  to  other  fish.  I  have 
kept  large  and  small  trout  together  in  the  same 
pond,  and  the  large  ones  did  not  disturb  the 
small  ones,  but  if  they  were  starving,  perhaps 
they  would." 

About  the  golden  band  on  their  sides.  Mr. 
Green  says  :  I  do  not  think  it  shows  much  on  the 
young  fish  at  one  year  old.    I  think  it  shows  but 
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— very  little  at  two  years,  and  not  very  much  until 
s!  the  fish  is  full  sized.  Full-grown  trout  carry  the 
J'  golden  stripe  all  the  year  round,  but.it  shows 
plainest  and  is  brightest  at  the  spawning  season. 
*  .  The  trout  in  small  streams  do  not  grow  as  large 
.  as  in  the  river,  and  show  the  red  stripe  but  little. 

In  the  river,  the  large  males  show  the  stripe 
the  most,  but  I  have  seen  large  females  that  did 
^  ;!fiot  have' the  stripe  at  all." 
V    As  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Green  gives  uo  state- 
ment  of  opinion  about  the  rainbows  going  to 
,,  the  ocean. 

.  .  I  hope  you  will  kindly  pardon  the  length  of 
f"  this  letter.  I  did  not  mean  to  make  it  so  long 
"iwhen  I  began,  but  I  thought  you  woul4  like  to 
-  have  this  testimony  that  I  have  just  had  an 
:  opportunity  to  gather,  in  regard  to  •  the  much- 
talked-of  rainbow  trout.      Yery  truly  yours, 

■  Livingstone  Stone. 

'-^  Gape  Viflcent,  New  York,  Feb.  20,  1899. 

[This  is  very  interesting  information,  because 
it  certainly  beai-s .  out  the  experience  of  those 
German  fish  breeders  who  say  that,  after  being  in 
the  river  some  time,  the  rainbows  drop  down 
stream,  and  disappear  in  the  sea.  For  this 
reason  we  believe  this  fine  &ah  will  do  best  in 
V*te;^frpm; which  they  cannot  escai)e. — Ed.] 


.13-;  jr.  SPRING 


FEVER. 


The  lilac  buds  are  bursting,  the  primi'oses  and 
violets  ai-e  welcoming  the  sun ;  the  birds  are 
trying  their  voices  and  putting  on  their  company 
manners  with  a  view  to  matrimony ;  all  nature  is 

.  awakening ;  and  once  more — as  it  always  does  at 
this  time — the  fever  is  upon  me. 

Ah,  that  fever,  need  I  name  it  ?  •  That  intense 
longing  to  be  at  work  once  more,  to  be  up  and 
doing.  Nature  cries  out  to  me  with  irresistible 
voice,  and  my  whole  being  thrills  in  answer. 

Yet  the  path  is  beset  with  difficulties. 
Unfeeling  people,  dull  soulless  clods,  place 
innumei-able  obstacles  in  my  way.  The  chief 
offender  is  the  partner  of  my  joys  and  griefs ; 
alas !  that  it  should  be  so,  but  I  must  be  generous, 
for  how  can  those  whose  hands  know  not  the  feel 
of  the  round,  smooth  handle,  appreciate  the  joys 
of  weilding  it  in  the  glorious  time  of  spring  ?  As 
I  take  my  favourites  from  the  corner  one  after 
the  other — the  long  and  sturdy  one  (the  searcher- 
out  of  inaccessible  places),  the  medium  one,  and 

;  the  light,  short,  dainty  one,  ,  fit  for  a  lady's 

•  delicate  hands — I  finger  them  lovingly  and 
-  longingly.     Methiiiks  I  can  almost  hear  the 

splash  and  bubble  of  water,  feel  the  perspiration 
beading  my  brow  and  the  dampness  penetrating 
my  boots.    In  imagination  I  gaze  on  the  newly 
awakened  fli^,  the  elegant  tracery  of  the  spider's 
.web,  the  softly  hovering  dust  that  sparkles  in  the 
sunlight,  while  all  round  waves  the  graceful  yellow 
'.broom.     The  blood  courses  thi'ough  my  veins, 
.'  the  fever  is  strong  upon  me.    What  care  I  for 
■the  l)laok  looks  and  wrathful  words  of  my  better 
;  half  !    Nothing  shall  stop  me  ;  to-mon-ow  I  shall, 
'.'T  must,  begin  the  campaign.    Wh^t  j    Fishing  ! 

•  Who  was  talking  of  fishing.  Rods?  Why,  I 
.never  mentioned  such  a  thing,  t  was  talking 
■'  about  my  brooms,  you  stupid  man.  Fishing 

fever,  indeed  !    It's  only  you  men  that  have  com- 
"  plaints  like  that.     I  was  talking  about  spring 
cleaning.  Mfifr.  Oyster. 


SOME  ITEMS  FROM  FARLOW'S 
NEW  CATALOGUE. 


For  a  rod,  reel,  or  any  other  article  of  fishing 
tackle  to  bear  the  name  of  "  Farlow"^i8  as  good  a 
guarantee  of  its  sterling  quality  as  it  is  possible 
to  get.  The  new  catalogue  just  published  extends 
'.'to  over  150  pages,  with  hundreds  of  well-made 
ill  lint  rations,  and  a  good  index.  Being  only  S.^in. 
by  !'>yn.  in  size,  the  little  book  takes  no  space  in 
the  pocket  of  the  fishing  bag  or  creel.  Among 
many  items  to  which  we  are  glad  tij)  p^l  attention 
are  the  followii;g:-T-..  ^  -j.  '  ■■\-<<  ■■.  ■■  o 

Thk  Pennell  "  PtiSftFECt "  SPII^Nrtj'G  PlIGH*r. 

Reg.  No.  260,952,  Made  in  two  sizes.  For 
pike  suitable  size  bait  should  be  4iin.  to  5in. ;  for 
salmon,  :{in.  to  ii.jiD.  :,  r  '. 

Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  writes:  "I  enclose 
_the  F/ight;  it  will,  spin  either  of  tJiB  baits  en^ 


closed,  4Jin.  to^in.,  '  excellently  well,'  brilliantly, 
in  fact."  -      ■  '•  '  ' 

Method  6i~  mounting :  Flanges  should  be 
opened,  then  lead  pushed  down  through  the 
mouth  of  bait  into  its  belly,  well  down,  so  that 
the  hooked  flanges  can  be  thrust  through  each 
side  by  the  gill  cover,  as  illustrated ;  one  hook 
of  middle  treble  should  then  be  inserted  in  the 
back  to  give  the  bait  a.  slight  tvdst,  as  illustrated. 

It  is  certainly  one  of  the  lightest  and  most 
effective  natural  bait  spinners  on  the  market.  So 
many  of  these  spinners  are  so  heavy,  that  except  by 
being  drawn  much  too  fast,  they  will  hardly  turn 
I'ound  ia  the  water  when  baited. 

"m.     i  The  "Pobtiman  "  Fishing  Bag. 

Invented  by  the  Hon.  B.  W.  B.  Portman. 

Mr.  Portman  writes  to  Messrs.  Farlow  :  "  The 
fishing  bag  you  made  me  was  far  superior  to  any- 
thing I  have  had  before." 

It  is  made  of  tanned  extra  stout  waterproof 


instantly  be  got  at  when  required,  and  jerked  open 
ready  for  use  with  one  hand. 

Leather  Cup  and  Sti^ai'. 

This  is  for  holding  the  butt  end  of  rod.  The 
pattern  was  given  to  Messrs.  Farlow  by  Mi'.  E. 
Oakley,  who  has  fished  the  "Alien"  river  in 
Norway  with  great  success.  It  is  made  of  the 
best  leather  procurable.  The  cup  hais  a  Supporting 
frame  of  metal,  which  so  stfengtheris  it  that  for 
the  heavy  work  for  which  '  it  is  intended  it' is 
invaluable. 

We  strongly  recommend  this  little  Affair  to  all 
who  have  to  pr6ss  the  butt  of  the  rod  against  the 
body,  as  is  so  often  the  case,  especially  in  spinning. 
Serious  injury  may  result  from  the  continued 
pressure  of  a  heavy  rod  on  the  groin  or  side. 

Prawn  Box. 

This  box  is  made  of  japanned  tin,  black  out- 
side, white  inside,  divided  to  take  eight  prawns  on 


FOLDINO  SiBBL  GAFF,  WITH  SLINS  AND  CABEIKR. 

Invented  by  the 
Bight  Honourable  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Registered  No.  300,746. 


Leather  Cup  and  Straf  for  holding  butt  end  of  Bod. 


Prawn  Box. 


canvas.  The  back  bag,  which  is  intended  to  carry 
fish,  is  removable,  and  can  be  thoroughly 
cleansed.  The  front  bag  is  so  arranged  that  it 
contains  two  pockets  expanding,  attached  to  the 
back  part,  which  can  be  utilised  for  holding  flask, 
sandwich  case,  fly  box,  &c.,  and  the  main  part  isl 
most  commodious,  alsO  expanding.  The  size  is 
Win.  wide,  15in.  deep,  and  it  certainly  is  One  of  the 
best  fishing  bags  we  have  ever  seen. 

Folded  Steel  Gaff  with  Sling  and  Carrieb.; 

A  very  portable  and  convenient  gaft'  for  gentle- 
men who  prefer  to  gaff  their  own  fish  ;  is  carried 
in  a  leather  shield  slung  over  the  shoulder. 
Length  of  gaff  when  folded,  IS^iin. ;  open,  36in. 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  who  invented  it,  happened 
to  look  in  when  we  were  writing  this  notice, 
pointed  out  that  the  illustration,  though  very  good 
in  other  respects,  represents  the  sheath  of  the 
can'ier  as  too  big— it  is  really  flatter,  and  not  at 
all  inconvenient  or  tulky  to  carry.    TPhe  gaij.  can 


The  "Portman"  Fishino  i  au. 
Invented  by  the  Honourable  E.  W.  B.  Portman. 

tackles  for  immediate  use,  a  great  convenience 
when  so  much  fishing  impedimenta  has  to  be 
carried.  It  was  designed  by  a  thoioughly  practical 
salmon  angler,  and  is  made  in  various  sizes,  a  viet 
improvement  on  having  to  fish  a  prawn  out  of'a 
glass  bottle  containing  glycerine  and  bait  it  oh  a 
bitter  day.  The  crayfish  being  common  on  son>e 
mahseer  rivers,  we  should  suppose  that  prawn 
fishing  for  mahseer  might  be  found  as  killing  as 
it  is  for  salmon. 

There  are  maay  other  things  in  this  list'  to 
which  we  should  like  to  call  attention  but  for 
want  of  space ;  we  can  with  full  confidence  recom- 
mend all  who  have  not  done  so  to  obtain  it. 


An  unpublished  and  very  important  letter  of 
Daniel  Webster  appears  in  the  March  Scribner% 
in  Senator  Hoar's  Reminiscences.  It  is  the.Jafit 
anti-slavery  utterance  of  Webster,  and  iff  dated 
Aug.  23,  18-48,  and  addi'essed  to, Hop.  E.  R,  Hoaoi. 
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THE  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION 

AT  THE 

ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 


The  eighth  annual  exhibition  of  fishing  tackle, 
Ac,  opened  on  Wednesday,  March  8,  and  will 
remain  open  until  April  5.  Although  not  quite 
"  settled  down  "  to  business  on  the  occasion  of  our 
visit,  the  various  stands  made  a  grand  show.  A 
full  account  will  appear  in  our  next  issue 
March  18). 

Amongst  the  exhibitors  we  noticed  (in  order  of 
the  catalogue) : 

Stand  3  and  3a. — Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  AlnwicV. 
Branches  :  61, PaU  MaU,  London;  12  to  14,  Moult- 
street,  Manchester;  5,  South  St.  David-street, 
Edinburgh. 

Stand  13. — A.  Carter  and  Co.,  137,  St.  John's- 
Btreet  Road,  London,  E.C.  Factory,  1,  2,  and  3, 
Myddleton-place.    Timber  stores,  Martin's-place. 

Stand  15. — Messrs.  King,  Malcom,  and  Co.,  19, 
Leicester.square,  London,  W.C.,  practical  water- 
proofers,  wader,  coat  and  cloak  makers. 

Stand  20. — Ogden  and  Scotford,  Pittville-gates, 
Cheltenham,  and  at  19,  Leicester-square,  W.C. 

Stand  21. — The  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative 
Society,  Limited,  105,  Victoria-street,  S.W. 

Stand  24. — David  Slater,  Newark-on- Trent. 

Stand  28. — John  Enright  and  Son,  Castle- 
conneU,  near  Limerick. 

Stand  29.— J.  W.  Martin,  "  The  Trent  Otter," 
of  J.  W.  Martin  and  Co.,  8,  Seymour-street, 
Euston-square,  London,  N.W. 

Stand  30. — T.  Bowater  Vernon,  inventor  and 
patentee,  16,  Brook-street,  London,  W.  The 
Ceres  letter  and  card  files,  cabinets,  &c.,  illustra- 
ting the  Ceres  system  of  keeping  letters  and 
papers. 

Stand  37. — F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  7,  London-road, 
Twickenham. 

Stand  38. — Geo.  Hoyle,  31,  Vincent-road,  West 
Green,  N.  Cases  of  feathers,  &c.,  used  in  fly 
dressing. 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  EXE  BELOW 
DULVERTON. 


•  Wb  take  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
received  recently  by  us  from  Mr.  Robt.  S.  Austin, 
of  Tiverton,  a  very  old  correspondent  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  In  a  subsequent  letter  Mr. 
Austin  says  he  hears  from  Mr.  Langdon  that 
anglers  were  catching  lots  of  grayling  as  high  up 
as  Mr.  Nelder's  house  at  Dulverton ; 

"  I  daresay  you  remember  the  rumpus  there 
•was  years  ago  anent  putting  grayling  into  the 
Exe  ?  Well,  grayling  are  in  it  now,  and  in  goodly 
numbers,  too.  Some  seasons  ago  a  Mr.  Langdon, 
fish  breeder  at  Dulverton,  put  in  about  500  of 
these  fish,  and  they  seen  to  have  multiplied,  for 
daring  the  past  week  some  of  the  rods  above 
Overton  have  been  getting  a  brace  or  two  of  them 
a  day.  I  don't  think  there  are  enough  yet  to  give 
good  autumn  fishing,  but  next  season,  if  all  is 
■well,  I  intend  giving  them  a  trial." 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
_At  the  nsoal  weekly  meetiog  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  occu- 
pied the  ch^iir.  Mr.  L.'  B.  WrightBon,  at  Bury  St. 
Kdmanda,  eereral  jack  returned,  apd  one  of  /Jib.  and 
fiJlb.  Mr.  F.  J,  Grey,  at  Kelvedon,  roach  up  to  lib. 
Mr.  Walker,  roach  up  to  Jib.  Mr.  Zerfats,  roaoh  and 
jaerch  from  Kelredon  (largest  roach,  lib.,  9Joz.).  Mr. 
Patterson ,  pike  fishing  in  private  water,  result  not  jet  to 
hknd.  The  annual  dinner  has  been  postponed  from 
March  21  to  April  25.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from 
inemlMrs  aa  early  as  possible  as  to  whether  they  will 
attend,  and  also  how  many  tickets  will  be  required.  Three 
new  members  were  duly  elected.  The  programme  and 
book  containing  rules  and  regulations  of  the  scciety, 
yearly  repf<rt,  maps  of  waters,  &c.,  is  now  in  hand,  and.  it 
u  hoped,  will  shortly  be  sent  to  the  members  Nomina- 
tions of  members  to  repriesent  the  fociety  at  Loch  Leven 
competition  can  now  be  received.  Roach  may  be  fished 
for  atonr  Kelvedon  waters,  bu'.  the  pike  fishin«r  is  closed 
until  Aag.  31  nfit.  The  openint;  dinner  at  Chcsham  will 
take  plac*  at  the  Black  Horse,  Chesham,  on  April  8,  ,Will 
mtratx-ra  who  intend  beiog  present,  kindly  snnd  in  their 
Mmes?  Cheap  tickets  for  the  Fisheries'  Exhibition, 
opened  March  8,  and  open  for  four  wetiks,  can  now  be 
ODtaioed  from  me,  price  49.  per  dozen.  The  nsual  toasfs, 
tadft7ot«  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  concluded  a  very 
biMT  evening.  Alex.  WKtOHT,  Hon  Sec 


Amerioa.i  Rf>c>M—K  cfttalogne  of  Amertcui  books  In  Tattoos 
dapartmOTiU  of  lltsratore  can  tje  had  of  Hampson  Low,  Marston 
•  Co.,  Limited,  Ht.  UBDBtftD  S  Hi  aie,  F«tt«r  LaDe7LoDl«o 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OP  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  last,  Mr.  C  A.  Medoalf,  president,  in  the  chair, 
supported  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  vice-president.  The 
minutes  of  previous  meeting  were  duly  past-ed,  and  the 
executive  committee  reported  the  provisional  enrolment  of 
a  newly-formed  club,  the  Twickenham  Piscaturials,  after 
having  closely  scrutinised  their  adopted  rules,  which  were 
found  qui^e  satisfactory ;  also  having  considered  the 
application  rf  Mr  Higgina  for  a  donation  towards  the 
River  Keepers'  Dinner  Fund,  and  recommend  the  usual 
donation  be  sent,  both  of  which  were  unanim-  uuly 
endorsed  by  the  delegates  present.  The  v'siting  officer 
reported  that  excellent  and  well-attended  visits  had  been 
paid  to  the  Original  Clerkenwell  A  8.,  also  to  the  Peckham 
Bros.  A.S  ;  and  from  the  bailiff's  report  it  appeared  that 
good  sport  had  been  obtained  by  the  members  on  the 
various  private  fisheries  of  this  association.  The  secretary 
stated  that  a  capital  programme  had  been  arranged  in  con- 
nection with  the  Central's  annual  smoking  concert,  which 
is  to  take  place  at  the  headquarters  on  Monday,  20th  irst., 
on  which  occasion  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr. 
Walter  Emdem,  J. P.,  L.C.C.,  particularly  urgin?  the 
delegates  and  spcretaries  to  do  their  utmost  to  make  the 
affdir  an  unprecedented  success.  It  may  be  mentioned 
that  the  commodious  hall  at  the  Bedford  Head  has 
recently  been  considerably  enlarged.  Mr.  Elsmore 
famished  particulars  of  the  recent  doings  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
committee,  which  proved  of  a  most  interesting  nature, 
particularly  the  generous  promise  of  their  president,  Mr. 
H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  the 
barreii  swans  from  the  Thames  during  the  spawning  season, 
in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and 
the  Dyers'  and  Vintners'  companies  to  arrange  for  the 
removal,  owing  to  the  expense  attached  thereto.  A  very 
cordiil  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  both  the  chairman  and 
vice-chairman. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


Biver  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  Hig^li  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  fme  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below.  ■ 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  rbS  mln.  for  Kew. 

AHdJ*''   "     "   Putaey.  Artfl)^^   "     '>  Richmond. 

^""14.5   ,,     „  Hammersmith.  ■^°'^}80    „     „  Twickenham. 
(50    ,,     „  Barnes.  (.85    „     ,,  Teddington. 

ExAMBLK  : — If  it  Is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N7B  — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hiqh  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     March  11    1.18    1.42 

Sunday,  „      12    2.  4    2.24 

Monday,  13    2.44    3.  4 

Tuesday,         „       14    3.24    3  44 

Wedoesday,     ,,      15    4.  3    4.22 

Thursday,       „       18    4.42    5.  0 

Friday,  „      17    5 18    5  36 

HiOH  Water  at  Ambbrlkt  and  Pulborouqh. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     March  11    1.68    2.22 

Sunday,  „      12    2.44    3.  4 

Monday,         „      13    3.28    3.44 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  general 
angling  season  will  terminate  on  Tuesday  next,  March  14, 
and  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  will  then  have  undisturbed 
possession  of  the  river.  The  trout  anglers  have  only  to 
wait  until  April  1,  wh§n  their  season  will  commence,  and, 
it  is  hoped,  under  favourable  auspices,  though  at  present 
nothing  of  any  consequence  has  bien  heard  of  any  move- 
ment amongbt  them,  and  this  is  easily  accounted  for  by 
the  presence  of  such  ungenial  weather  and  conditions 
against  the  postibility  of  any  show  being  made,  but  I 
apprehend  when  there  is  a  favourable  change  both  anglers 
and  fishermen  will  be  on  the  watch  to  indicate  where  their 
movements  have  hem  seen.  In  reference  to  the  swan 
qufstion,  the  T.A.P.S.  is  fortunate  in  having  such  a 
president  as  Mr.  H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  who  is  ready,  after 
the  refusal  of  the  owners  to  have  them  housed  at  any 
expense  to  them,  has  liberally  undertaken  to  have  it  done 
at  Lis  own  cost,  and  so  relieve  the  scciety  from  the  burden 
of  payment.  I  heartily  congratulate  the  committee  on 
their  great  success  in  this  mattar,  as  I  am  certain  one  and 
all  have  been  most  anxious  for  the  removal  of  the  swans 
during  the  spawning  of  the  perch,  and  in  the  int«re>t  of 
all  clasties  of  anglers.  It  should  be  the  means  iif  augment- 
ing the  attendance  of  visit  irs  at  the  fi)rthcom'ng  dinnurto 
the  river  and  lock  keepers,  and  also  stimulate  the 
liber»lity  of  angleis  abd  others  in  contributing  towards 
the  expeniies  of  it.  The  T.A.P  S.  has  b»en  fortunate  in 
its  choice  of  presidents.  The  late  Mr.  Tkooias  Sprwcklpy 
was  the  first  elected  to  that  office,  and  si  ojeeded  by  Mr. 
Alfred  Nutball,  J. P.,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  have 
chosen  better  and  more  practical  men.  1  can  only  speak 
in  the  hiizhest  terms  of  each,  and  that  from  great  experi- 
ence. The  anglers  have  very  little  time  before  them,  and 
up  to  Wednesday  the  river  was  in  good  condition,  but  a 
strong  stream,— B. 


  (Datohet).— John  Keene  writes:  "The  water  is 

in  good  order,  and  the  fish  feeding  wt- jl.  I  hava  had  one 
day  with  Mr.  Maitin,  who  creeled  401b.  weight  of  p"reh  ; 
another  day  with  Mr.  George  RLetiherd,  111  perch,  the 
largest  IJlb  ;  another  day  with  Mr.  VViiBon  anu  Sir. 
Saunders,  t35lb.  of  perch  and  roach  ;  at^other  day  with  M  •. 
Jones  and  Mr.  Herbert,  eight  dozen  of  roach;  another  oi>y 
with  Mr.  Pbipps,  nine  lra"e  of  perch,  two  jack,  -nd  »ix 
dozen  of  roach,  three  of  the  best  roach  weighiug  4_b  ,  and 
the  perch  averaging  lib.  ea«h  ;  and  anotht-r  day  wiih  Mr. 
Amphlett  and  Mr  Smith,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  p-rch. 
Nearly  all  these  fish  were  returned  to  the  river  again." — B. 

  (Eton). — The  river  is  now  in  perfect  condifi'jn, 

and  good  all-round  sport  should  be  had  during  the  last  few 
days  of  the  season.  Trout  are  on  the  move  St-veral  good 
fish  have  been  soen  in  this  district  A  spUndid  specimen 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Paice,  of  Eton,  this  week,  weighing 
over  81b.  Fortut.ately,  it  was  ligbtly  hooked,  atjd  there'ore 
was  in  no  way  injured,  and  was  at  once  return  d,  to  afford 
sport  to  the  lucky  angler  who  may  induce  h  m  to  take  his 
bait  after  hij  shyness  has  worn  off  Percn  have  been 
feeding  well,  Budd  Smith  taking  them  up  to  IJlb,  Mr, 
W.  Pritchard  has  also  had  several  good  takes.  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Eton,  and  the  veteran  Carey,  of  Windsor,  have 
had  some  fine  roach.  Lumsden  was  up  this  way  one  day, 
and  creeled  about  301b.  of  roach.  Mr.  Gladstone  lost  a 
nice  jack  of  about  81b.  on  the  .3rd,  after  playing  him  some 
time.  James  Bunco,  out  with  two  patrons  on  the  5th, 
had  a  good  dish  of  roach.  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure 
next  week  of  assisting  to  turn  into  the  river  about  1500 
trout  for  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Association, 
and  to  net  some  water  not  far  from  here,  when  I  trust  the 
result  will  be  a  large  consignment  to  gladden  the  hearts 
of  other  than  trout  anglers. — Cecil  Hotvlett. 

— —  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne  says  : 
"  The  water  is  now  in  good  order  for  all  fishing.  'The 
dace  are  heading  up,  and  are  very  fine.  The  punts  from 
here  to  Thames  Ditton  are  taking  from  eight  to  ten  dozen 
each  per  day,  and  the  bank  anglers  are  doing  well  with 
roach  and  dace."  Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden  Smith  writes:  "I 
have  been  fishing  one  day  with  Mr.  Gunn  and  Mr.  Boline 
at  Hampton  Court,  and  had  a  very  good  take  of  perch  acd 
dace."— B. 

—  Henley  (March  8). — The  water  continues  in 
good  condition.  It  has  now  got  very  fine,  and  a  nice 
stream  running,  but  there  is  every  appearance  of  a  change 
in  the  weather.  To-day  has  been  very  boistercus,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  rain  is  falling.  Sport,  on  the  whole, 
is  good,  although  some  almost  blank  days  have  been 
experienced  by  some  anglers.  Perch  are  going  off  the 
feed,  or  they  want  a  lot  of  finding.  On  March  1,  a  patron 
of  Bob  Young,  nine  jack  (best  fish  &lb  ).  On  the  3rd, 
Mr.  Norman,  out  with  W.  Vaughan,  four  jack,  including  a 
nice  made  fish  of  101b. ;  Mr.  Escombe.  out  with  J.  James, 
a  bai;  of  roach  and  jack,  weighing  19ib.  ;  Mr.  Johnson, 
out  with  G.  Arlett,  eight  jack  (best  fish  4  b.) ;  a  patron  of  J. 
Sargeant,  seven  jack  (best  fi»h  4jlb  ) ;  and  Mr.  Butt,  the 
Marsh  Lock  keeper,  a  jack  of  81b.  On  the  4'.h,  a  patron  of 
J.  Sargeant,  seven  jack  (best  fish  91b  )  ;  Mr.  Escomte, 
out  with  E.  Vaughan,  a  121b.  bag  of  roach  ;  and  Messrs. 
Muller  and  Johnson,  fishing  Witherington's  Pool,  Sonning, 
which  is  private  water,  with  G.  Arlett,  had  a  take  of 
eighteen  jack,  weighing  close  on  60lb.  (best  fith  "lb.). 
On  the  5rh,  Mr.  Johnson,  out  with  G.  Arlett,  six  jack 
(best  fish  41b.);  Mr.  Clements  and  friend,  out  with  G. 
Vaughan,  seven  jack  (best  fish  ojlb.) ;  a  patron  of  E. 
Vaughan,  three  jack  and  101b.  ot  roach;  a  patron  of 
E.  Harvey,  a  bag  of  roach  and  perch  weighing 
161b.  (best  three  roach  31b.);  and  Mr.  J.  Harvey, 
jun.,  two  jack  (best  fish  9|lb )  On  the  6th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rawth  s,  out  with  G.  Arlett,  six  jack, 
weighing  361b.  (best  fish  /^Ib.)  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Harvey, 
jun.,  three  jick  (best  fish  SJIb.).  On  the  8th.  Dr.  RUey, 
out  with  J.  James,  five  jack  (best  fish  81b.) ;  Dr.  Shields 
and  friend,  out  with  J.  Sargeant,  eight  jack  (best  fish 
91b.)  and  51b.  of  perch  ;  Mr.  J.  Harvey  and  friend,  a  good 
bag  of  roach  weighing  181b.,  which  included  several 
pounders  ;  and  Messis.  J.  W.  Read  and  Allan,  out  with 
G.  Ariett,  eight  jack  (best  fish  aloit  61b.).  Mr.  S. 
Meyers,  fishing  the  Thames  above  Oxford,  with  J.  James, 
on  the  4th,  6ih,  and  6th  inst.,  took  fifty  jack,  which 
included  fish  of  71b  ,  81b.,  91b.,  one  of  131b.,  and  six  parch 
(best  perch  21b  ).  Other  anglers  have  been  making  some 
fair  bags  of  roach,  perch,  jack,  and  some  chub  up  to  41b. 
—Stanley  Mead. 

  (Kingston). — John  Johnson  during  the  week  has 

been  taking  some  bream,  roach  and  dace.  N.  Bolton,  m 
two  days,  with  Messrs.  "Tomsett,  Mallett,  and  Halls,  who 
caught  one  braes  of  jack  (the  largest  fiih  SJlb.),  six  braoa 
of  perch  and  five  bream. — B. 

  (Itiiohmond). — Job  Brain  reports  he  has  been 

getting  a  few  bream  and  some  roach  and  dace. — B. 

  (Bhepperton). — George  Rosewell  I  am  glad  to 

find  reports  he  is  "all  alive  and  not  dead  as  reported." 
He  has  been  very  ill,  but  now  in  his  usual  good  form  again, 
und  has  eeut  me  the  report  of  having  been  out  with  Mr. 
N.  Chick  for  two  days.  The  first  day  he  landed  six  brace 
of  perch  weighing  14. b  ,  and  the  sscond  day  eleven  jack, 
the  largest  91b  ,  two  of  the  fish  were  returned.  Another 
day  wi  h  two  other  gentlemen  which  proved  a  complete 
blank.— B. 

—  (Hunhnry). — I  am  pleased  to  state  that  Messrs. 
T.  and  A.  Stroud  are  now  in  good  health,  and  quite  pre- 
pared to  give  th.-ir  clients  some  capital  sp  )rt  duripg  the 
last  tew  days  of  the  aui^ling  seatou.  Mr.  Jones,  wi  h  H. 
Herbert,  eight  j  ick  and  some  fine  perch ;  most  of  them 
were  returned  to  the  river  agan. — B. 

  (Teddin^on).— The  dace  are  reported  as  heading 

UD  very  slowly  on  account  of  the  cjld  nights.  W. 
McBride,  in  two  half  days  with  Mr.  Port,  seven  brace  of 
perch  and  three  jack ;  and  one  |day  with  Mr.  Maynard, 
tive  pike  (the  largest  6^1b.)  and  eleven  perch,— B« 
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—  (Twiokenliain'). — John  Spong,  one  day,  six  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace  and  two  bream.  R.  Spong,  seven  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  three  brace  of  perch,  and  three  bream. 
H.  Spiers,  in  half  a  day,  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; 
and  J.  Draper,  in  one  day,  three  dozen.  Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden 
Smith  tells  me  he  was  out  one  day  with  Mr.  Beavis  and 
Mr.  Stevens  in  a  friendly  match  in  the  Deeps  and  in  five 
hours  creeled  23ilb.  of  good  roach.  He  has  just  received 
for  prpservation  from  Mr.  Airnfelt  two  fine  jack  which 
lie  took  in  private  waters,  the  largest  weighing  13|lb. — B. 

 (Weybridge).  —  My  valued  correspondent,  in 

writing  tome,  says:  "  The  water  has  cleared  wonderfully 
during  the  past  week,  but  the  stream  is  still  strong." — B. 

Arun  (Fnlboronirli) . — ( March  7 . ) — Only  a  few  anglers 
visited  here  on  March  5,  who  found  the  river  in  good  order 
though  it  was  a  cold  day.  Mr.  H.  Allan,  secretary  of  the 
St.  Albans',  had  a  fine  show  of  fish  of  about  241b.,  among 
them  being  a  bream  of  about  31b.  and  a  perch  of  about  21b. , 
and  several  fair-sized  roach  ;  Mr.  Gower,  Original 
Clerkenwell  Piscatorials,  took  a  41b.  jack  ;  Mr.  Saalfeld, 
Silver  Trout,  two  small  perch ;  Mr.  Fordee,  Great 
Northern  Brothers',  bream  up  to  lib  ;  Mr.  A.  Drapman, 
Bermondsey  Brothers' ,  bream  up  to  1  Jib.  The  water  is 
still  a  good  colour,  though  just  now  the  frosts  are  some- 
what severe. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Bottiskam  Locks  (Waterbeach,  Cainbs.).— Pike 
have  been  giving  grand  [sport  all  ironnd  the  lock.  One 
angler  one  day  had  ten  pike  and  one  ohub  up  to  Iflb. 
Several  rods  out  through  the  week  all  with  fish  (early 
morning).  There  are  still  plenty  of  pike  round  the  looks, 
although  small  up  to  4Jlb.,  only  had  this  week.  Eoach 
fishing  quiet.  Live  baits  on  the  spot,  water  in  excellent 
condition.— J.  O.  George,  Beech-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District) .—There  has  been  some 
exceptionally  good  sport  with  trout  in  the  vicinity  of 
Buokf  astleigh,  Mr.  H.  Wright  killing  no  less  than  eight 
dozen  on  the  opening  day  and  seven  dozen  the  following 
day,  whilst  Mr.  Millman  secured  sixteen  dozen  in  three 
days.  In  other  parts  of  the  river  capital  sport  has  been 
obtained.  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  had  several  dozen  on  Monday, 
a  total  weight  of  101b.,  and  the  Rev.  A.  Sandbach  (Corn- 
worthj)  had  four  dozen  from  the  Harborne  on  Friday. 
During  last  week  baskets  running  up  to  six  and  eight  brace 
were  made  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  H.  M.  Turnor,  H,  T. 
Distin,  and  H.  Full,  the  latter  getting  several  good  fish  at 
Totnes  Weir.  Mr.  Holmes  killed  some  fine  trout  on 
Monday,  but  the  water  has  been  very  fine  in  consequence 
of  the  frost,  which  has  now  broken  up. — Devonian. 

Derweut  (SKalton,  Torks.). — The  water  still  keepg 
in  good  condition  for  pike  fishing,  but  the  nightly  frosts 
we  are  having  appear  to  keep  roach  off  feed.  The  Kirk- 
ham  Abbey  waters  are  very  good  for  both,  but  only  very 
few  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past  week  or  two. 
— H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  streams  have  run  down 
to  a  fishable  condition,  but  the  water  has  been  very  fine. 
Baskets  of  trout,  taken  gecerally,  have  not  been  large. 
Sport  on  the  Dart  being  about  the  best  obtained,  one  rod 
killing  eight  dozen  one  day  last  week.  On  the  Tavy  and 
other  rivers  at  the  southern  bolder,  baskets  have  run  up  to 
nine  and  twelve  brace,  the  Reds  and  Pheasant  Tail  are  doing 
well.  The  March  Brown  was  the  most  useful  fly  for  the 
Carey,  where  sport  has  been  dull  up  to  the  present, 
although  prospects  were  favourable.  The  Blue  Upright, 
however,  seems  to  be  a  general  favourite.  A  2J  pounder 
was  killed  in  the  West  Ockment,  and  some  fair  takes  are 
reported  from  the  MiJ-Taw  district.  The  bright  days  and 
sharp  frosts  are  drawbacks  to  really  good  sport,  but  it  is 
thoight  that  a  successful  season  may  be  looked  forward  to. 
Few  iialmon  have  been  killed  as  yet,  but  Mr.  Parsons  killed 
a  couple  of  exceptionally  fine  fish  for  the  Meavy — 101b.  and 
121b.  Dr.  Norman  landed  a  22  pounder  from  the  Dart  and 
another  of  181b. — Devonian. 

Fen  District  (South  Llucs.  and  Cambs.).— 
The  closing^  days  of  the  season  are  even  more  favourable 
than  those  in  the  late  autumn  or  early  winter.  The  pike 
waterSj  such  as  the  Forty-foot,  &c.,  have  been  freely 
patronised,  and  the  conditions  have  been  really  good. 
Plenty  of  fish  have  been  caught,  but  we  hear  of  nothing  of 
any  large  size,  61b.  or  71b.  being  heaviest.  Eoach  fishers 
are  also  having  a  fine  time  of  it  in  their  department.  The 
Glen  at  Surfleet  and  the  level  drains  towards  Wisbech 
have  had  plenty  of  visitors,  and  baskets  have  been  satis- 
factory. Many  will  regret  the  advent  of  the  close  time. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Good  sport  is  now 
the  lot  of  the  angler  in  the  Idle  district,  and  some  decent 
baekets  are  reported  from  the  popular  swims.  Between 
Retford  and  Mattersey  good  lots  of  roach  and  dace  have 
been  captured.  On  the  Ryton,  at  Blythe,  there  has  been 
capital  sport  among  the  dace  with  maggots.  During  the 
cold  days  roach  have  been  shy,  but  chub  have  been  on  the 
feed  eagerly.  The  canal  is  said  to  be  productive  cf  roach, 
and  a  few  perch  have  been  mentionf  d. — L. 

Mid -Taw  (Jtsf  geefoxi  District).— Season  com- 
menced March  1,  and  fair  sport  has  been  obtained,  notwith- 
BtauclingtroBty  nights,  and  l^riaht  sun  by  day  and  cold  winds. 
Messrs.  Williamson  and  Melhuish,  staying  at  the  Hotpl, 
have  made  baskets  varying  from  lib.  to  21b.  with  fish 
averaifing  thrfe  to  the  lb.  Flies  mcit  successfol :  Rusty 
R  (1  unit  Hal'  Stiinn  — F.  A.  M. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— Frosty  weather  has 
Dipped  tlie  BOdUened  laud,  and  kept  up  much  of  the  mois- 
ture which  th«  previous  downp(  urs  had  put  into  it,  and 
allowed  the  rivere  to  clear  and  put  on  a  fishable  appear- 
ance once  more.  At  roidday  the  sun  has  tempered  the 
atmosphttro  somewhat,  and  tafeen  B«me  of  the  sting  out  of 
the  east  wind,  so  that  a  few  Blue  Duns  have  hatched  out 
between  twelve  and  two  o'clock.  A  few  enthusiastic  fly- 
hands  have  been  out  for  practise  and  observation,  and 
sampled  the  trout  in  our  district;  and  to  all  appearance 
we  are  in  for  an  early  and  good  troutiog  season.  Sport  in 
the  coarse  fish  waters  hag  been,  variable.    Some  angl«rs 


wish  to  do  a  little  among  pike  during  the  waning  open 
time,  and  some  fair  fish  have  been  killed  by  live  baiting, 
notably  in  the  Stafford  district —F.  W.  Dals. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  ia  splendid  con- 
dition ;  jack  feeding  freely,  everyone  getting  good  sport, 
largest  taken  here  during  the  week,  12lb.,  and  several 
very  large  "smashers"  had  on,  so  it  is  all  right  for  the 
rod  makers,  as  I  have  had  three  gentlemen  bring  their 
rods  in  broken. — A.  Scaed. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.). — G.  R.  James  took  pike 
161b.  2oz.,  a  beautiful  fish.  I  had  roach  cn  Saturday  up 
to  lib.  4oz.  We  have  had  five  large  pike  since  Friday  last, 
smallest  one  121b.  Splendid  prospects  for  roaching, 
chubing,  &o.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  you  a  good  list  up 
to-night  week  for  a  finish  up  to  season  1898-9.  We  have 
opened  our  new  club  room  in  Yine  Court ;  it  was  formerly 
the  magistrate's  room,  or  Court  House  for  the  Borough 

of  St.  Ives. — E.  COLLINSON. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales).— The  fishing  season 
began  on  the  let  of  March,  and  although  the  days  have 
been  very  cold,  with  hard  frost  at  night,  the  sport  has  been 
excellent,  and  the  two  lucky  anglers  who  made  a  point  of 
being  on  the  ground  at  the  earliest  possible  date  have  been 
rewarded  with  good  baskets.  On  the  1st,  Mr.  D.  Pine 
killed  thirteen  (71b.  8oz.),  and  Mr.  F.  Crowther  three 
(21b.  loz.);  on  the  2nd,  Mr.  Pine  took  four  (21b.  6oz.), 
and  Mr.  Crowther  five  (21b.  15oz-) ;  on  the  3rd,  Mr. 
Crowther  killed  seventeen  (121b.  7oz.),  and  Mr.  Pine 
twenty  (121b.  8oz.) ;  on  the  4th,  Mr.  Pine  killed  twenty- 
one  (131b.  8oz.),  and  Mr.  Crowther  sixteen  (91b.  4oz.) ;  on 
the  6th,  Mr.  Pine  took  twenty-seven  (151b.  2oz.),  and  Mr. 
Crowther  fourteen  (91b.  loz  ) ;  on  the  7th,  Mr.  Pine 
killed  nine  (51b.  8oz.),  and  Mr.  Crowther  seven  (41b.  12oz.). 
The  best  killing  flies  have  been  "  duns  "  and  "  February 
Reds."  The  two  rods  creeled  156  fish  during  the  week,  or 
an  average  of  eleven  fish  per  rod  per  day. — Long  Drift. 

Lea. — The  season  for  taking  pike  and  p'-rch  in  the  Lea 
closes  on  Tuesday  next,  and  from  Wednesday  the 
fish  will  not  be  retainable  again  untU  Augu3t  next. 
Anglers  should  make  a  note  of  this  fact,  as  roach, 
chub,  bream,  and  dice  may  be  caught  until  the 
end  of  the  present  month.  The  capture  of  some 
good  pike  ia  being  associated  with  the  close  of  the  season ; 
and  too  late  for  my  last  report,  news  reached  me  to  the 
effect  that  in  the  King's  Arms  Fishery,  Waltham,  Mr. 
Summers  had  taken  a  specimen  of  19 Jib.,  40in.  in  length, 
and  having  a  girth  of  21in.  The  pike  was  in  grand  con- 
dition. Other  pike  and  a  perch  of  lib.  5oz.  have  been 
landed  there.  Decent  perch  have  also  been  taken  in  the 
Enfield  Lock  district,  and  at  Cheshunt  roach  up  to 
lib.  3oz.  have  been  creeled.  In  the  Forty  Guinea  water. 
Rye  House,  nice  roach  have  alse  been  basketed,  but  fport 
among  those  fish  is  reported  very  quiet  at  St.  Margaret's, 
Ware,  Hertford,  Ponders  End,  and  Sewardstone.  Mr. 
Wiltshire,  early  in  the  week,  won  the  Boston  Brothers' 
match  at  Ware,  with  dace.  Unsatisfactory  reports 
continue  to  reach  me  concerning  the  angling  in  the  Stort. 
This  Burnt  Mill  and  Roydon  waters  have  fiehed  best.  The 
river  varies  in  condition,  and  so  doas  the  Lea.  However, 
they  are  not  too  brijiht  for  the  angler  who  knows  his 
business. — Izaak  Walton. 

iMTLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down  to  a  nice  level,  and  are 
running  clear,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for  angling. 
Trout  season  opened  on  Thursday  (2nd),  and  the  weather 
was  beautiful  and  fine,  and  a  ftw  anglers  were  out.  The 
fish  have  been  rising  between  11  and  3  at  the  fly.  A  few 
natural  flies  have  been  out.  The  cold  frosty  nights  have 
kept  them  back  as  yet.  A  few  very  nice  trout  have  been 
landed,  and  with  fine  weather  there  is  every  prospect  of 
some  very  srood  dishes  of  trout  being  landed  on  these 
streams.    The  Pintlay  is  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

LvLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eiugsland). — Rivers, 
though  still  on  the  heavy  side,  are  in  fair  order,  though 
little  or  no  fishing  has  yet  been  done  on  account  of  the 
weather,  which  has  for  the  most  part  consisted  of  sharp 
frosts  by  night,  followed  by  bright  sunshiny  days.  The 
glass  has  now  sunk  very  low,  and  this  (Wednesday)  after- 
noon have  had  a  few  showers  of  sleet.  The  wind,  S.E.,  is 
very  cold,  and  appearances  would  indicate  a  return  of  dirty 
weather.    Flies  as  latt  week.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborongfh). — This  week  there  is  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  Vie  river,  the  water 
having  sunk  another  foot  since  last  week ;  but  through  the 
long  period  of  inactivity  there  seems  at  present  a  kind  oi 
sluggishness  on  the  part  of  anglers  generally,  and  there  is, 
consequently,  no  sport  to  report.  Of  course,  a  good  deal  of 
this  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  keen,  cold  winds  we 
have  experienced  during  the  past  few  days,  although  the 
weather  has  been  fine  and  dry. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigfh  Salterton,  Devon). — No  change 
in  the  weather  has  tiken  place  since  last  report  up  to  date 
(March  8).  Sharp  frosts  at  night  and  bright  days,  with  a 
cold  wind  generally  from  the  north-east,  have  been  our 
portion.  The  river  is  very  clear  and  low.  Trout  are  not 
rising  at  all,  and  nothing  worthy  of  note  has  been  dnns  on 
any  portion  of  the  river  to  which  this  report  refers,  namely, 
between  Otter  St.  Mary  and  Budleigh  S.ilt^rton.  The 
tioket  for  Mr.  Rolle's  water,  at  the  hotel  here,  is  at  present 
euir»g«d  — Heron. 

Fjymouth. — Since  the  opening  day,  March  Ist,  some 
scores  of  rods  have  been  out  with  more  or  less  success. 
Some  took  as  many  as  three  or  four  dozen,  and  some  only 
one  or  two,  but  all  the  fish  1  saw  were  in  good  condition 
for  this  time  of  the  jear.  From  the  number  of  licenses 
issued,  I  should  think  w6  should  have  a  gcoi  season. — 
William  Hrakdeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  here  btill  continues  more  like  June 
than  March.  The  only  drawback  is  the  cold  east  wind, 
and  there  is  also  a  suspicion  of  Enow  water  in  the  rivers, 
which,  however,  are  still  very  low  and  clear.  Trout  fishing 
has  now  commenced  in  earnest,  but  the  ruling  powers  on 


the  Tanat  have  not  yet  issued  their  permits,  so  that  no 
reports  can  be  sent  as  to  the  sport  in  that  river.  No 
Salmon  have  yet  been  captured  by  local  anglers,  for  the 
simple  reason  they  cannot  afford  to  expend  lOs.  for  a 
licence  to  do  so. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk)  —The  water  is  still  in 
very  good  condition  for  angling,  if  anytbiug  rather  clear 
for  roach  fishing.  Several  angle  s  were  out  on  March  5, 
but  with  the  wind  in  the  east  sport  was  very  bad  amongst 
the  roach,  a  dozen  sizeable  roach  being  the  best  catch  of 
the  day.  Several  jack  were  taken  by  diiierent anglers,  but 
I  saw  nothing  over  51b.  The  wind  has  now  changed  into 
the  south-west,  and  gentles  or  bread  crust  should  now 
account  for  some  good  roach. — W.  T.  Bainbbidqe. 

Sussex  Si  vers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  Rain 
still  holds  off,  and  rivers  are  getting  clear  and  bright.  The 
Ouse  has  afforded  sport  among  all  classes  of  fish — pike 
up  to  4Jlb.,  a  few  chub,  and  roach.  The  roach  are  feeding 
best  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river.  The  rainbow  trout 
put  into  the  water  above  the  flour  mills  by  the  Preserva-' 
tion  Society  are  having  a  rough  time  of  it.  Mr.  Chilcott 
caught  a  email  pike  of  lib.  14oz.,  which,  when  opened, 
contained  seven  rainbow  trout.  Mr.  McFarlane,  while 
swimming  with  gentles,  caught  and  returned  to  the  river 
six  others.  The  Cuckmere  has  not  fished  well,  nor  will  it 
in  the  present  state  of  the  water.  A  pike  of  91b.  was 
recently  captured  on  the  Adur,  also  a  few  dace.  The 
Rother  is  in  good  order ;  pike  up  to  SJlb.  have  been  taken 
below  Selham,  and  a  perch  of  2Jlb.  was  taken  with  worm. 
Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  trim,  and  pike  have  fed  fairly 
well,  but  nothing  exceeding  4f  lb.  has  come  under  notice. 
The  water  will  soon  be  let  off  to  put  in  ne  w  lock  gates  at 
Birdham,  but  I  am  doubtful  if  any  steps  will  be  taken  to 
save  the  fish.  No  one  here  seems  to  interest  themselves 
in  the  matter. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire), — We  have  a 
plentiful  supply  of  salmon  and  trout,  and  some  good  fish' 
have  been  taken  during  the  past  week.  At  time  of  writing 
(March  6)  the  water  is  rather  low,  but  the  fishing  con- 
tinues very  good. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).- The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
cleir  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  very  frosty  at  night,  followed  by 
bright  sunshine  days,  and  has  brought  out  a  good  few  flies. 
Trout  fishing  commenced  on  Thursday,  and  there  were 
several  anglers  out  during  the  week.  Fish  did  not  sport 
very  freely  the  first  few  days,  but  as  the  sun  gets  warmer 
the  fish  begin  to  riss,  and  the  outlook  is  very  promising. 
The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,' 
Palmer's,  and  Willow.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  successful 
with  the  worm.  In  the  water  under  Whitcliffe  Mr. 
Watkins,  with  the  fly,  landed  some  very  nice  trout. 
Fishing  with  the  worm  at  the  end  of  list  week,  Mr. 
Hutk  took  a  brace  of  fine  trout  scaling  |lb.  each,  in  good 
condition.  Pike  fishing  has  been  fairly  good,  and  Mr.  R. 
Smith,  on  Monday,  with  the  gorge  bait,  under  Whitcliffe, 
took  a  fine  pike,  121b.  weight.  Trout  have  been  sold  at 
the  fishmongers'  at  Is.  2d.  and  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear,  and  a 
nice  level,  and  in  fishing  order.  Sport  in  them  has  been 
quiet  yet,  but  will  be  good  with  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — Ttie  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  in  capital  order  for  angling,  having  gone  down  and 
cleared  nicely.  The  weather  has  turned  fine,  and  more 
suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out.  Sharp  frosts  have  been 
had  at  night  with  bright  sunshine  days,  and  has  been  good 
for  trout  fishing.  Trout  have  been  moving  a  little  at  the 
fly,  and  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  used  February 
Red,  Blues,  and  Palmers,  and  a  few  very  nice  fish  have 
been  taken.  As  the  weather  gets  warmer  the  fish  have 
been  sporting  better,  and  the  prospects  are  good  for 
fishing  in  this  part.  'The  Rea.,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— Sme  capital  bags  of  rr ach  and 
bream  have  been  made  during  the  past  week,  the  Trent 
being  now  in  splendid  order  for  bottom  fishing ;  and  both 
varieties  have  taken  brandlings,  cockspurs,  and  ragged  tail 
ends  freely.  Bags  of  the  following  weights  have  been 
caught  amongst  others:  Mr.  T.  Davis,  36ilb.  and  321b.; 
Mr.  W.  Markwell,  301b. ;  Mr.  Gill,  251b  ;  and  Quarter- 
master-Sergeant Waddiagton,  of  Sheffield,  close  upon  a 
couple  of  stone.  The  roach  were  a  splendid  sample,  many 
being  over  the  pound.  Bream  not  large,  but  up  to  3^1b. 
A  few  nice  chub  have  been  bagged,  worm  being  the  lure, 
and  the  closing  few  days  should  produce  sport.  On 
Monday  a  Sheffield  gentleman  visited  Ossington  Lake,  and 
landed  a  pike  weighing  22Jlb. — Tbentsider. 

Welland  (Stamford).— The  Marquis  of  Exeter  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Stamford  Angling  Associa- 
tion. The  present  Marquis  was  willing  to  do  all  he  could 
to  further  the  interetts  of  the  association,  as  his  father 
and  grandfather  did  before  him. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  fto.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).- Anglersaroucd 
Boston  have  been  busy  since  the  waters  ran  down.  Many 
have  been  after  the  pike,  and  many  fish  have  been  taken, 
moi-tly  between  31b.  and  51b.  Heaviest  on  the  drains  has 
been  one  of  lUb.  About  Dogdyke  and  Langrick  anglers 
have  b.'-en  very  fortunate  witti  pike.  One  visitor  caught 
ten,  and  others  nearly  as  many.  One  &nh  caught  here 
recently  is  said  to  have  scaled  171b.  R  laohing  hiS  been  ' 
mostly  carried  on  in  the  side  watars.  Ttie  Sincl  Dyke  has 
had  many  visitors,  and  so  has  the  Bain.  Between  Fuisby  ' 
and  OuningBhy  the'e  have  been  some  capital  hauls. 
Man;  will  regret  the  clotiug  of  the  season  next  week. — 
Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — River  low  and  clear.  No 
salmon  taken,  and  very  few  trout  caught.  Weather  cold. 
— W.  B.  E01!HBT.S. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Dei  went,  Aire, 
Oase,  and  other  Yorkshire  Rivers.- Pike  fishing 
seems  just  now  mote  popular  than  any  other  branch  of 
the  gentle  art,  and  in  the  upper  waters  of  our  rivers, 
where  pools  and  streams  alternate,  the  present  is  a  good  " 
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time  to  make  an  eftort  to  keep  tlie  stock  of  &o,c  Ivcins 
down,  for  they  are  very  undesirable  tenants  in  troat  and 
grayling  streams.  I  am,  therefore,  pleased  to  hear  of  the 
capture  of  several  fish  in  portions  of  our  streams,  where 
their  abserca  is  a  desideratum.  In  rivers  like  the  Yore, 
Wbarfe,  Swale,  A'c.  there  are  no  slow  running  weedy 
drains  to  which  the  pike  cm  resort  for  breeding  purposes  ; 
consequently  they  make  their  way  out  of  the  pools 
into  the  shal'o  v  streams  of  the  river,  to  spawn  amongst 
the  weed  on  the  stones.  There  they  can  easily  be  seen, 
and  steps  should  at  once  be  taken  to  kill  them.  My  Horn- 
sea correspondent  sent  me  an  account  of  the  week's  sport 
in  the  famous  mere  there  last  Friday.  Unfortunately,  it 
reached  me  too  late  for  publication  last  week,  and  the  pith 
of  his  communication  is  all  I  can  find  room  for  this 
week,  and  that  is,  that  a  lot  of  jack  under  the 
retainable  limit,  viz.,  26in.,  have  had  to  be  returned  in 
recent  captures,  but  Messrs.  Schroeder,  Woodhouse,  and 
Moseley  amongst  them  killed  some  very  good  fish.  Mr. 
Moseley  one  day  had  a  pike  of  lOJlb.,  Mr.  Woodhouse 
three  weighing  2"lb.,  Mr.  Schroeder  last  Wednesday 
landed  no  less  than  forty  fish,  the  twelve  largest,  which  he 
retained,  weighing  95Jlb.,  the  largest  pike  weighing  lllb., 
12^1b.,  1.31b.  respectively.  On  Thursday  the  same  angler 
caught  eighteen,  only  five  were  above  the  26in.  limit, 
however;  they  weighed  441b.,  the  largest  131b.;  all  were 
taken  with  live  bait  on  snap  tackle.  By  using  this  the 
above  anglers  in  four  days  fishing  were  enabled  to  return 
sixty-eight  under-sized  jack  to  the  lake  practically  unhurt. 
Sport  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Swale  has  been  poor, 
the  weather  being  bitterly  cold,  and  water  low  and 
very  clear.  Mr.  A.  Spence,  however,  had  a  nice 
basket  of  fish^  as  had  a  member  of  the  Black  Ox 
Angling  Clnb  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Morton  Bridge, 
principally  grayling  and  roach ;  and  Mr.  Macaulay, 
of  Northallerton,  brought  home  some  fine  fish  from  the 
Swale.  The  roach  fishermen  have  only  had  poor  sport, 
and  few  pike  have  been  caught,  and  they  have  run 
small,  the  best  fish  I  have  heard  of  weighing  SJlb., 
and  twelve  fish  is  the  best  I  have  seen  in  the  way  of 
grayling  fishing.  Few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  banks 
of  the  Wiske.  Mr.  Biley  Fortune,  of  Harrogate,  a' d  a 
friend  bad  nice  sport  in  the  Harrogate  Angling  Associa- 
tion waters  in  the  Nidd,  which  is  now  very  low  and  clear. 
On  Saturday,  however,  they  caught  sixteen  grayling,  two 
chub,  and  nine  dacs.  All  the  fish  were  caught  with  the 
gentle  ;  two  of  the  chub  scaled  51b.  Some  trout  returned 
are  reported  as  being  in  good  condition,  and  prospects 
for  the  opening  of  the  season  are  good,  the  upper 
water  belonging  to  the  club  being  well  stocked  with  trout. 
I  hear  Messrs  Jenkinson  and  Pope  have  had  good  sport 
amongst  the  pike  in  the  Derwent,  and  they  send  me  a  fine 
fed  and  well  marked  specimen  for  mounting,  it  weighed 
lojlb.  ;  it  and  the  other  fish  were  caught  at  Pocklington. 
Messrs.  Parker  have  done  well  amongst  the  roach  at 
Heslington ;  the  fish  caught  were  very  fine,  the  largest 
weighing  21b.  Not  many  anglers  have  turned  out  on  the 
Wbarfe,  Mr.  Wm.  Reynolds,  however,  had  good  sport  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  fishing  up  from  Linton  to  Woodhall 
Bridge,  bis  basket  containing  twenty-seven  grayling.  Mr. 
J.  Pickersgill,  at  ColUngham,  on  Monday,  caught  eight 
grayling,  and  on  Thursday  thirteen.  All  our  rivers  are 
very  low,  and  the  weather  cold ;  there  are,  however,  indi- 
cations of  rain  to-day,  which  will  brighten  np  matters  if 
it  comes. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegram. — Angling  matters  confinue  very  quiet. 
All  the  Yoredale,  Wharfedale,  and  Nidderdale  range  of 
hills  are  snow-coated  this  morning,  the  weather  is  warmer 
and  very  fine,  but  as  the  barometer  has  gone  down  con- 
siderably during  the  night,  and  is  now  lew,  it  is  question- 
able if  the  present  conditions  will  continue  long. 
Prospects  for  sport  next  week  are  not  good,  and  there  will 
be  little  angling  attempted  until  the  opening  of  the  trout 
fishing  season. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  weather  in  Eskdale 
and  Liddeedale  is  gradually  becoming  milder,  although 
there  is  frequently  a  little  frost  in  the  early  mornings. 
Sport  with  spring  salmon^  is  not  very  promising.  The 
waters  have  np  to  the  beginning  of  the  week  been  low, 
when  both  rivers  rose  a  trifle,  a  circumstance  that  willgive 
a  better  chance  for  rods.  Very  few  salmon  are  running 
np ;  some  kelts  have  been  taken,  and,  of  course,  returned 
to  the  river.  Although  trout  fishing  is  open  to  the  rods, 
yellow  trout  angling  will  not  commence  until  the  first  week 
in  April,  as  this  class  of  fish  will  not  be  in  a  condition 
before  then.  It  i?  too  early  for  sea  trout  in  the  rivers. 
The  Solway  netting  season  commenced  a  fortnight  ago, 
but  few  fish  are  running,  and  only  an  odd  salmon  or  two 
have  been  caught  in  the  stake  nets. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (jBaater  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  The 
first  salmon  of  the  season  was  caught  on  Invercharron 
water  on  Saturday  by  Mr.  Barrett,  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel.  It  was  a  clean  rna  beauty,  weighing  2Clb.  Other 
anflflers  have  been  out,  but  no  sport  obtained  owing  to 
unfavourable  conditions. — B. 

l>e-7erou  fBanffsliire).— The  high  state  of  the  water 
in  the  river  and  the  prevalence  of  keen  frosti*  are  operating 
somewhat  against  the  success  of  the  angler.  On  Tuesday 
afternoon  there  was  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain,  intermixed 
with  hail,  which  aided  to  discolour  the  water.  There  is 
littl^  change  on  the  appearance  of  fish,  and  on  several 
MctioDs  kelti  are  proving  troublesome.  On  March  1  a  fine 
•almon  of  (Jib.  was  killed  on  the  Netherdale  water.  The 
net  fishemien  continue  their  labours  with  poor  success ; 
three  fish  are  the  mr/nt  caught  on  any  day  of  the  past  week. 
On  tbe  coast  matters  are  little  better,  and  toe  yield  is 
CMecdingly  poor.  From  both  river  and  sea  a  small  box 
was  tent  to  the  market  on  Monday,  and  another  on  Tnes- 
,  tKft  wwffbing  two-thlrdi  of  Icwt.   A  ftdr  staod  box  waa 


also  consigned  on  the  latter  day  from  the  Gardenstown 
fishing.— H.  W. 

Kevmore,  (Locli  Tay).— On  the  hotel  water  on 
March  3,  Mr.  W.  G.  Beattie  killed  salmon.  261b.  March  4, 
Col.  Grant  killed  salmon,  221b. ;  Mr,  W,  G.  Beattie, 
salmon,  17Jlb.  ;  on  the  reserve  water,  Maodiarmid,  keeper, 
killed  salmon,  221b.  7th,  oa  hotel  water,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Beattie  killed  salmon,  231b.  Loch  in  good  ply. — W. 
Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Zillin,  N.B.).— March  4,  on  the  hotel 
water,  Mr.  J.  Clegg  had  a  nice  salmon  of  161b.  March  C, 
Mr.  Wade,  one  of  151b  ;  Mrs.  Wade,  one  of  81b.  March  7, 
Capt.  Williams,  one  of  201b. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Naver  Bettjliill  (  hurso,  N.B.).— The  weather 
has  been  very  severe,  keen  frost  and  several  inches  of 
snow.  During  the  past  week  only  five  Ba.imon  were 
caught  with  the  rod,  three  of  which  were  landed  by  Gen. 
Hume,  Syre  Lodge.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  George 
Mackay,  keeper,  Skepick,  caught  two  on  the  private  water. 
At  present  only  one  southern  angler  (Gen.  Hume)  on  the 
river  ;  Col.  Frier  had  to  leave  for  the  south  to  attend  a 
friend's  funeral. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— There  has  been  little 
change  in  the  weather,  yet  the  aport  obtained  on  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Dee  has  been  considerable.  Not  so, 
however,  the  far  inland  or  adjoining  streams.  A  slight 
snowstorm  has  been  experienced,  with  frosts  overnight. 
On  Monday,  on  Monaltrie  water,  Mr.  Herbert  landed  a 
fish  of  81b.  On  the  Hotel  water,  Mr.  J.  B.  Millar  had 
one  of  71b. ;  and  Lundie,  keeper  to  Her  Majesty,  had  a 
fine  fish  of  121b.  on  Birkhall  section.  On  the  Glentana 
waters.  Col.  Birkman  creeled  three,  of  141b.,  141b.,  and 
131b.,  on  Wednesday,  and  one  or  two  every  day  out.  Mr. 
Merry,  on  the  same  beat,  has  had  similar  sport.  On  the 
South  Cambus  O'May  section.  Col.  Eddis  has  only  had 
fair  sport  as  yet.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters,  Mr. 
Sharp  landed  a  beauty  of  201b. ;  Mr.  Crawshay  bad  three 
small  fish,  of  51b.  and  5Jlb.  each  ;  and  Mr.  Borwick,  two, 
of  51b.  and  71b.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section, 
Mr.  Edward  Druinmond.  on  Ballogie,  creeled  one  of 
91b  and  one  of  7ib.  On  Dess,  Major  Davidson,  one 
of  81b.,  and  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.  ;  while  Mr.  Stewart 
Farqnhar  landed  four,  of  6|lb  ,  71b.,  8ib.,  and  191b. 
On  the  lodge  section  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  has  been 
eminently  successful,  having  had  three  of  19 Jib.,  141b  , 
and  8:b.,  two  of  71b.,  one  of  81b.,  and  one  of  91b. 
On  Carlogie,  Dunn  landed  one  of  71b.,  while  Nicoll  on 
Borron'Stone  creeled  one  71b.,  two  7Jlb.  and  81b.,  oue  61b., 
and  one  7lb  Oa  lower  Dess  John  Harper  had  two  of 
81b  and  8Jlb.  On  the  Commonty  and  Wo'  d^nd  sections 
Sir  John  Glndstone  creeled  five  fish  tcaling  6lb.,  71b.,  71b., 
141b.,  and  18|lb.  for  the  week,  and  Charlie  Gill  one  of  81b, 
on  the  sluice  water.  On  the  Blackball  waters  the  Hon. 
Orde-Powlett  had  one  of  71b.,  three  of  6|lb.,  12lb.,  and 
81b.,  two  of  81b.  and  8Jlb.,  one  of  71b.,  and  three  ecaling 
18Jlb.,  8yb.,  and  71b.,  while  the  Hon.  Milne  Gibson 
landed  two  of  6Jlb.  and  71b.,  and  the  Hon.  E.  Gibson  one 
of  81b.  On  the  same  waters  Captain  Burnett;  Ramsay  had 
one  of  14Jlb.,  and  Captain  Mitchell  one  of  81b.  On  the 
Cairnton,  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  has  creeled  from 
five  to  seven  fish  daily  of  average  weights.  On 
the  Inch,  Mario,  and  Kinneskie  waters  Mr.  -  Duncan 
Davidfon  and  Captain  Ramsay  have  had  one  and 
two  fish  daily.  On  the  Drum  Waters,  Mr.  Perry, 
and  on  the  Park  Waters,  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson,  have 
had  fair  sport  only  occasionally.  On  the  Kingcaussie 
section,  ^n  Saturday,  Mr.  Fortescue  creeled  one  of  7ilb., 
and  on  Tuesday,  two  of  191b.  and  81b.  respectively.  The 
supp'ies  of  salmon  at  the  coast  stations  have  been 
exceedingly  small,  but  are  now  improving.  On  the  Don 
angling  matters  have  improved  considerably,  and  at 
Alford,  about  forty  miles  inland,  Dr.  Smith  landed  a  fine 
fish  of  lllb.  on  Saturday,  and  Mr.  Adam  Allan,  Kingsford, 
one  of  141b.  on  Wednesday.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  Waters, 
Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  advocate,  Abeidesn,  made  a  fair 
basket  of  seventeen  finnock  last  week. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  Monday  week  the  angling 
tenant,  fishing  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a 
101b.  salmon.  In  the  course  of  the  week  Mr.  Park,  also 
fn  mthe  hotel,  caught  three  salmon  ranging  from  lllb.  to 
171b.  in  weight.— B. 

BoTitli  of  Scotland. — AIL  the  Border  rivers  were 
very  low  and  clear  up  till  Tuf  sday  morning.  Heavy  rain 
falling  over  the  south  of  Seo:laiid  on  Monday  night  placed 
the  rivers  in  flood  on  the  following  morning.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  the  waters  in  the  lower  sections  are  too 
muddy  for  fly,  and  scarcely  in  trim  for  minnow.  The  rise 
in  the  waters  should  give  a  better  chance  to  the  rods,  but 
few  spring  salmon  are  running  up  the  firth.  The  Annan. — 
The  first  spring  salmon  of  the  season  in  the  Annan  was 
caught  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Thorburn,  of  the  schojlhouse, 
Brydekirk,  fishing  in  the  Mount  Annan  water,  hooked 
one  in  the  salmon  pool.  The  fish  gave  fine 
sport  before  being  tailed.  It  proved  to  be  a  fresh  run 
spring  fish  of  151b.,  and  was  taken  with  a  small  Border 
brown  turkey  fly.  Mr.  Thorburn  killed  a  spring  fish  two 
years  ago  in  the  same  water  with  the  fly,  the  same  fly. 
Another  rod  landed  two  salmon,  but  these  were  kelts,  and 
were  put  back  to  the  water.  In  the  middle  and  higher 
reaches  several  salmon  have  been  hooked  and  landed,  all 
kelts.  A  number  of  salmon  poachers  hive  been  before 
the  sheriff  since  last  week's  report.  Robert  and  William 
Gordon  and  John  Richardson  Johnstone,  all  of  Moffat, 
were  brought  up  before  the  Sheriff  on  Wednesday, 
and  charged  with  attempting  to  take  salmon  by 
means  of  gaS  hooks  in  the  Wamphray  and  MoSat 
portions  of  the  Annan  on  Fob.  4.  They  pleaded 
not  guilty,  and  were  defended  by  an  agent.  After 
proof  had  been  led,  the  charge  was  proven,  and 
each  were  fined  £3  each.    Robert  Sutherland  and  Thomas 

IGonrlay  were  fined  £1  los.  each  for  a  similar  charge  in 
the  Urr  of  Galloway,  at  Dryburgh,  the  Drr  Association 
prorecutlng  In  this  caro.    Nith,— Nothing  has  been  dxjne 


in  this  river  by  the  rods  since  the  season  opened.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out  trout  fishing,  but  the  cafches  have 
been  small  and  the  trout  in  poor  condition.  _  The  greater 
majority  of  anpl-'rs  abstain  from  trout  fishing  until  the 
beginning  of  April.  Galloway  Eivebb. — Very  few  rods 
have  been  out  on  the  rivers  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  wateis  are  in  better  order. 
Last  week  the  rivers  were  too  low  and  clear  for  salmon 
fishing.  A  few  trout  have  been  canght  in  the  tributary 
streams.  Ayrshire  Riverr. — Trout  fishing  has  com- 
menced in  this  district,  but  the  catches  have  been  small. 
The  clear  water  worm  has  acoonntf-d  for  most  of  the  trout, 
all  in  poor  condition.  Indeed,  yellow  trout  should  nr,t  be 
taken  tor  three  weeks  yet.  The  Solway.— The  nets  in 
the  filth  have  been  capturing  a  few  ■spring  ealmon  during 
the  week.  The  poke  nets  near  Annan  bad  a  number 
of  fine  fish  through  the  week,  and  they  were  believed 
to  be  Eden  salmon.  Solway  Derwent.  —  This 
river  opens  for  the  rods  on  Saturday,  the  11th  (to-diy), 
and  the  slight  rise  in  the  water  should  give  a  better 
chance.  Very  few  salmon  have  been  showing,  but  that 
should  not  be  taken  as  a  sign  that  no  spring  salmon  are  in 
the  waters.  As  a  rule  spring  fish  do  not  show  themselves 
freely  in  March  in  the  Border  streams.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  weather  remains  unsettled,  and  some  rain 
fell  on  Wednesday  morninpr- — Heatherbell. 

Spej?.— Owing  to  the  nnsuitability  of  either  the  weather 
or  the  water,  or  sometimes  both,  sport  has  been  prac- 
tically "  a  dead  letter"  since  the  opening.  Efforts  have 
certainly  not  been  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  angler,  but 
only  a  fish  here  and  there  has  been  the  result.  Fairly 
good  baskets  of  trout  have,  however,  been  got  occasioBaUy. 
—J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 

Taking  into  consideration  the  time  of  year — the  season 
scarcely  begun — matters  piscatorially  are  somewhat  dull. 
The  rivers  up  to  yesterday  (Tuesday)  were  running  in 
grand  form  for  minnow  fishing,  while  in  a  few  of  the  more 
sheltered  nooks  on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  a  few  of  the 
more  enthusiastic  and  devoted  patrons  of  the  sport  have 
been  trying  their  hand  with  toe  artificial  fly.  Their  efforts, 
however,  have  not  been  crowned  with  much  success  and 
no  wonder,  for  the  weather  has  not  bten  of  the  best 
character  for  this  description  of  angling.  On  the  Eden 
the  best  take  yet  recorded  for  the  season  was  g<  t  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  Ednam,  who  had  a  splendid  dish  of  trout  of 
6ib.  fully,  one  of  his  fish  weishinir  just  close  on  lib  weight. 
On  the  Teviot,  baskets  of  from  2ilb.  up  to  4ib  have  been 
killed  by  Messrs.  J.  Reid,  2ilb. ;  J.  Thompson,  2ilb. ; 
Mr.  A.  Arnold,  31b.;  Mr.  Jas.  Adams,  3ib. ;  Mr.  Chae. 
Farquharson,  three  takes,  of  2ilb.,  31b.,  and4lb.  ;  Mr  Wm. 
Thompson,  3Jlb.  Many  minor  baskets  have  been  killed,  but 
the  above  are  the  best  takes  got  during  the  week  on  the  two 
main  rivers,  Tweed  and  Teviot.  So  far  as  regards  salmon 
angling,  well,  there  is  not  much  to  state  The  river  Tweed 
on  Monday  showed  signs  of  rain  in  the  west,  and  on 
Tuesday  she  was  in  a  2Et.  flocd;  while,  later  on,  the 
Teviot  also  came  down  in  dirty  colour  to  the  extent  of  a 
foot.  To-day  (Wednesday),  however,  both  rivers  are 
clearing  rapidly,  and  have  fallen  considerably,  the  Tweed- 
ometer  at  Knlso  Biidge  during  this  afternoon  only  show- 
ing a  foot  of  flood  water  above  the  normal  size ;  therefore, 
it  is  anticipated  that  successful  fishing  will  be  bad  during 
the  end  of  the  week  on  all  the  fastnesses.  On  the  cele- 
brat-d  Floors  Castle  upper  water,  on  Thursday  of  last 
week,  Lord  Stavordale  (who  has  taken  a  short  lease  of  the 
upper  fishings  on  these  waters)  had  a  fine  fish  of  14lb. 
weight,  while  on  the  following  Saturday  he  killed  a 
beautiful  clean  run  salmon  in  the  n-w  stream  oist,  which 
turned  the  soile  at  fully  17jlb.  Since  then  no  salmon 
fishing  has  been  successfully  available,  and  therefore,  no 
other  reports  are  to  hand  up  to  date.  On  the  Border 
streams  and  tributaries  trout  angling  has  began  in  earnest, 
and  on  some  of  the  smaller  streams  baskets  of  from  2Jlb. 
up  to  41b.  have  been  killed  during  the  past  week.  Mostly 
all  the  baskets  have  been  got  with  worm  or  other  ground- 
bait,  and.  strange  to  say,  the  trout  in  most  cases  are  in 
very  excellent  condition,  while  those  killed  on  the  Tweed 
and  Teviot  are  very  thin,  and  not  in  good  condition  at  all. 
As  stated  in  my  former  notes,  the  crusade  aeainst  the 
pike  has  once  more  begun  by  anglers  on  the  Tw-'ed  and 
I'eviot.  On  the  latter  river  Mr.  Richard  Ormiston,  Hay- 
bank  House,  Kelso,  had  three  of  these  fi Ji  weigliiug  from 
31b.  up  to  61b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Affl-ck,  Heiton,  had  three  also, 
weighing  from  2J  b  up  to  oflb. ;  while  on  the  Tweed,  at 
Bamff  Mill,  Mr.  William  Tair,  the  fisherman  on  the  water, 
and  his  son,  were  out  fishing,  when  the  lad  caught  two 
pikeof  51b.  each,  and  lostof  another  about  the  same  weight. 
During  the  end  of  the  present  month  the  Kelso  Angling 
Association  are  going  to  have  a  pike  competition,  several 
of  the  members  having  promised  prizes,  Mr.  Archsteel, 
with  his  usual  generosity,  heading  the  list  with  a  hand- 
some silver  med<il  In  the  stom.iohs  of  many  of  the  pike 
killed  here  lately  have  been  found  the  undigested  portions 
of  trout,  which,  when  alive,  mast  have  turned  the  scale  at 
over  lib.  each.  There  is  thus  no  use  asking  the  question, 
"  Where  are  all  our  trcut  going  to  ?  "  when  over  100  of 
these  voracious  fish  were  killed  in  a  few  months  in  the 
Kelso  district  last  year,  and  already  over  a  score  have  been 
got  in  both  rivers  this  year  already.  Where  do  all  the 
smelts  go  to  will  be  the  next  question,  if  these  fish 
destroyers  are  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Tweed  and 
Teviot.— Maxwhe  EL . 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballinderry  (Coagh,  oo.  Tyrone).— The  season 

opened  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  inst.  On  the  Ardtrea 
sections  Mr.  William  M'Cord  and  Mr.  Robert  Campbell 
killed  a  few  trout.  On  these  sections  a  good  many  local 
men  have  been  ont,  but  with  poor  success.  The  frost 
effectually  puts  down  the  tront  on  the  shallows.  For  the 
present  month  it  is  useless  to  fish  on  this  river  Iwfure 
10  a.m.  or  affeer  3  p.m.— J.  A,  0. 
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Blackwater  (Benbutb,  co.  Tyrone). — The  season 
opened  on  this  river  on  the  Ist  in.-t.  iu  o 'Id  but  fairly 
favourable  wea  hpr.  The  water  was  in  pr^tfy  good  n-iin. 
On  rhes<»  reaclies  «.  few  itoc)d  trout  up  to  2Jlo.  w^r-  ki  lei 
by  IoctI  men,  ai  d  a  Blnckwitirtown  a"til''r  is  ciedtted 
witJi  kiUinif  a,  sgecimeu  of  Gib.  oa  a  ph  mtum  whilst 
ti  o' ling  for  pike  in  a  still  depp  tbere. — J  A  B. 

Black  water  (eo.  Cork).  -Sport  is  still  beloiv  the 
averwge.  A  f<)w  nice  fish  have  been  Und^-d  on  CarnyaviUe, 
Moooliop,  and  B*ll>duff  ivatTs,  inoludiug  one  of  12  b 
landed  by  Mr.  W.  Gorat  un  the  latter  water.— W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Boyue  (Wavau  Secciou). — Sport  during  the  past 
week  has  been  Vrry  iudi£Eer«n .,  still  hard  frosts  a?  night 
and  b-igh'.  euuny  days  I  hear  of  three  deh  being  ^ot 
at  81an«,  two  on  Upper  Black  Castle  (including one  29Jlb.), 
and  one  on  the  Blackwater.  To-day  it  is  raiuing-  heavily, 
and  the  barometHr  being  low  there  is  every  pr.>Bpeet  of  a 
flood  which  vf  oul  l  bring  the  March  run  of  fish  and  find 
gond  sDort. — CLAaET  Fly. 

Bundcowes  River  (oo.  Douegfal). — Fishing  has 
been  almost  at  a  standstill  on  this  river  since  last  report, 
in  c  ■ns-'quence  of  sharp  frost  at  nights  and  bright  euoshioe 
in  daytime.  Tte  tiver  has  fallen  considerably  during  the 
pa»t  week,  but  is  still  in  good  fishing  ply.  At  time  of 
writing  rain  bai  begun  to  fall,  and  prospects  of  sport  are 
now  looking  better. — M.  Kooan  and  Sons. 

Cork  Kiivers,— Sport  has  shown  up  on  the  majority 
of  the  Cork  rivers  open  for  angling,  both  in  the  salmon 
and  brown  trout  departments  ;  but  it  U  still  far  from 
being  good  on  any  water.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few 
days  are  fair,  though  s  me  of  tbe  rivers  are  beginning  to 
run  rather.low  for  sacceesful  angling.  Spring  salmon  are 
Still  arriving  in  generally  good  numbers  on  all  the 
piiocipal  rivers. — T,  J.  D. 

Corrib  and  LongA  Corzib  (Oalway).— The  season 
up  to  date  has  been  most  disappointing  on  the  Corrib,  as 
omy  four  or  five  S[jringers  have  been  taken  by  rod  fishers. 
The  river  is  iu  pretty  good  order.  Longh  Corrib  is  pulling 
into  nice  order,  and  considering  the  weather,  trouting  in 
tbe  pist  tiyo  weeks  was  really  goc  d  .^evf^al  professionals, 
out  fly  fishing  and  tr(  Ling,  killed  from  61b.  to  101b.  per 
day  over  tbe  grounds  between  Oaghterard  and  Dooros,  on 
the  (ialway  shores  — J.  A.  B. 

Cummera  h.  aud  la  y. — Brown  trout  are  now 
giving  good  sport  ou  the  Cummeragh,  bat  no  salmon 
anglers  ha»e  been  out  on  this  water  for  % 'ma  time  past. 
Tne  Gnmmeiagh  i^  strictly  preserved  On  the  luny  fair 
tporb  Continues  to  be  had  at  brown  treut.  On  Saturday 
Mr  Moriarly  caught  two  dc'Z^n,  wsrighing  8Jlb.— T.  J.  D. 

E^rae  (Bali^sban^oii  and  Bel  eek  .—This  river 
opened  for  trout  fishing,  when  Mr.  P.  Cleary  and  Mr. 
Tom  Moohan  took  a  few  fine  troat,  one  oijf.h^m  weighing 
3ilb  ,  on  the  Istinst  — M.  Rogan  and  Sons 

Keir>  Rivers. — Sp  rt  has  been  good  at  brown  trout 
on  all  the  Kerry  riveieopjn  for  angling,  but  very  bad, 
generally  speaking,  as  tar  as  eailmon  are  concerned. — 
T  J  D.'  ,  V 

Kiliarnejr . — The  weather  has  been  very  favourable 
and  the  waters  in  good  order.  On  tbe  lakes,  salmon 
fis'iing  has  bwn  of  the  dullest  kind,  and  matters  on  the 
rivers  ha»e  been  far  from  satisfactory.  Brown  trout 
c  .ntinue  to  give  good  sport  on  tne  mpautuin  lakes ,  the  fish 
tikiugiemall  flies  readily  throughout  each  day. — T.  J.  D. 

Ii9e  (co.  Cork).— Sport  Btiil  continues  joor,  although 
there  are  any  quantity  o£  magnificent  fish  e.howing  on  all 
the  pools;  but  the  weather  is  very  mucb  agaiust  tne 
angler.  When  it  does  change  there  will  be  some  good 
records.  The  following  hav-^  been  successful :  On  Lee 
Mount,  Mr  W.  T.  Crawshay,  three,  81b„  SJlb.,  13|lb  ; 
and  Mr.  S. -Haynes,  one.  71b  .On  OakGrvVd,  Mr.  F.  M. 
Leader,  one,  8lt>.  On  Clashaueur,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  one, 
18  b  — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

IiOQgb  Cnx-rane  (Wacerville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
coi  tinues  very  poor  on  Lough  Currane,  only  two,  salmon 
having  beep  bad  sines  last  r.  pijrt,  both  of  a  small  size.  Fly 
fiehiug  is  being  more  practised,  the  weather  being  now 
very  favourable  for  this  method.  Spring  *almon  are  still 
arriving,  but  in  very  Jimited  numbers,  April  will 
probably  show  the  best  sport  , at  salmon  this  year  on  the 
lake.  White  tront  fishing  is  ewejted  to  open  early  this 
year.-T.  J.  D.  : 

liough.  Mask  (Clojxbar.  co.  Galwaj).— For  the 
past  week  trout  iug  i  n  Lough  Mask  bas  been  really  good. 
Jn  fact,  the  March  fishing  for  so  far  has  never  been  better. 
Local  anglers,  fly  fishing  and  trolling,  have  .niode  heavy 
bugs.  The  water  has  fined  down  into  splendid  order. — 
J.  A.  B. 

hough.  Mtlvln. — Some  nice  trout  were  taken  on  the 
above  lake  since  ]«8t  report  by  Mr.  P.  (iih(j^  and  Mr.  M. 
Hughes,  and  amongst  them  were  some  good-sized  gillaroo 
trou'.  in  fair  condition. — M.  Rouan  and  Sons. 

laoHj^h  Uelviu.— I  have  been  asked  by  many  during 
the  past  two  weeks  as  to  the  chances  of  trout  fishing. 
Angling  will  not  be  at  its  best  for  at  least  another  two  or 
tireo  weeks.,  Fifihing^up  to  the  present  jsfilnjost  confined 
to  kical  parties.  On  best  days  the  catches  of  fly  anglers 
4p  not  exceed  half  a  dozen  per  day.  Some  nice  specimens 
tofgilajroo-gad.  brown  trout  were  had  trolling  with  artificial 
,  minnons,  ^'robably  owing  to  the  mild  winter  trout  are  in 
a  very  fair  state  of  condition.  On  the  4th  insk.  Mr.  W.  K. 
landed  a  nice  eajmon  to  scile  '/ilh.  trolliog  .with  spoon 

biit. — P.  GAH,AfiHER. 

Iiongh  N«agli.— The  pollen  fisheries  show  an  improve- 
ment. The  trojit  netting  spaem  has  also  opened  well. 
•We  have  eeen  some  fine  specimens  up  to  Olb,  taken  on  the 
Aiitotu  ehores.  The  traflio  iu  kelt  salmon  has  decreased 
,  coiibiderably.— J.  A.  B.  , 

■  ,  Mount  am  Iiakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Karry).— Sporfc 
be^u  good  on  ujl  the  above  waters,  but  the  fish  had 
Wjre  small.    All  fishing  on  these  waters  is  done  from  thi* 
J)aoka,^iid  small  dark  Hies  of  no  pirtioukt  pattern  kill 
readily  whenever  a  breeiie  springs  up.— T,  J.  0. 


Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balliua,  co. 

Mayo)  — River  and  loughs  in  good  order;  cold  east  wind 
still  prevail"  ;  fish  not  taking.  Capt  Palmer  had  two 
k«4lts;  Mr.  Cranjpton  had  three  kelts  and  lost  a  clean  fish. 
No  anglers  have  tried  their  luck  on  the  loughs  as  yet.— 
Pat  Hearnes 

shaiiiion  and  Longli  Derg  (Eillalo^).— Salmon 
fishing  has  not  improved,  the  weather  during  the  week 
having  been  intensely  cold.  Raining  to-day,  and,  as  the 
water  is  in  go'id  trim, anglers  should  have  a  good  chance  of 
Bp  rc.  Mr.  Sqaire  Wol-tonholmn,  of  Bolton,  who  has  been 
staying  here  for  some  time,  creolwd  Rsveral  lovely  trout  on 
lake  and  river,  largest  51b.  Mr.  Wolsteuholme,  during 
another  vi^it  to  Killaloe  about  a  month  ago,  did  great 
execution  among  tne  wild  duck  and  widg6(m  on  Lough 
Derg ;  on  one  evening  he  bagged  twelve  duck  and  a  few 
widgeon.  This  well-known  English  sportsman  it  was  that 
killed  in  1895  the  largest;  salmon  ever  taken  with  the  rod 
at  Killaloe.  The  monster  fish,  which  was  sat  up  by 
Cooper  and  Sons,  London,  and  is  on  view  at  the  Three 
Tuns  Hotel,  Bolton.  Mr.  R.  W.  Riokards,  The  Priory, 
Usk,  Mon.,  has  returned  to  Wales.  Tbe  Hon.  John 
Wollopp  has  arrived  from  London,  and  is  fishing  Major 
Traheme's  salmon  preserves. — 8.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli). — Cloudy  weather  has  now 
taken  the  place  of  the  sunshine  of  the  past  fortnight.  On 
Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  one  salmon,  3llb.,  on 
7tli.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  E.  A.  Anstios  killed  one  salmon, 
251b.,  on  4th.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill 
killed  one  salmon,  32Jlb.,  on  6th.  On  the  World's  End, 
Maj  )r  C.  Hayes  Newingtjn  killed  one  salmon,  13lb.,  on 
2nd  ;  and  on  the  earns  water  Mr.  C.  Vansittart  killed  one 
salmon,  341b.,  on  6th. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Uuliingar).— Tbe  season 
opened  for  angling  on  the  Westmeath  lakes  and  rivers  of 
the  Limerick  district  on  the  1st  inst.,  but  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  frost  and  calm  weather  there  has  been  no 
sport  as  yet  to  record.  A  splendid  pair  of  otters  were 
trapped  recently  at  Lough  Owel.  I  have  never  seen  more 
magnificent  specimens.  These  interesting  creatures 
are  nuujerous  about  this  lake.  The  pike  are  now  engaged 
spawning  in  the  shallow  bays  and  inlets  of  the  several 
lakes,  and  large  numbers  are  being  destroyed,  which  will 
be  of  much  benefit  to  the  trout  fishing.  The  otters  follow 
th.m,  although  they  s-ldom  kill  or  eat  pike.  In  the 
tributary  streams  of  the  river  Boyne  sport  has  been  poor, 
owing  to  some  cause,  as  well  as  to  persistent  poaching. 
The  rivers  have  run  down  rapidly  during  the  past  week. — 
T.  J.  W.  '■■ 

SEA  FISHING. 


The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
March  17.    Spring  tides.    Highest  on  Tuesday. 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wad. 

Th. 

fri. 

a.m. 
3  36 
p.m. 
3.59 

8  31 
8  54 

a.m. 
4.19 
p.m. 
4.39 

am 
4  59 
p  m. 
5.19 

a.m 

6.38 
p  m. 
5.67 

10  36 
10.56 

a.m. 
6.16 
p.m. 

6.35 

a.m. 

G.as 
p-w 

7  15 

a.m 

7  37 
p.m. 

7  69 

9.15 
9.36 

9.56 
10.16 

11.15 
11.34 

11.63 

0.13 

0  33 

9  17 
9  40 

10.  1 
10.22 

10.42 
11.  2 

11  22 
11.42 

0.  1 

0  20 
0.39 

0.59 
1.19 

10  6 
10.29 

10.50 
11.11 

11  31 
11.51 

0.11 

0  31 
0.50 

1.  9 
1.28 

1.48 
2.  8 

11.29 
11  51 

0.  7 

0.33 

0.53 

1.13 
1,33 

1.63 
2.12 

2  31 
2.50 

3  10 
3.30 

Southend,  Sheer-I 
nesB,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-'J 
stairs,*  Earns- V 
gate.  > 

Deal  and  Dover... 

0.21 

0.  43 

1.  4 

1.25 
1.46 

2.  6 
2  25 

2  43 
3.  1 

3.19 
3.38 

3.57 
4  17 

U  22 
11  44 

0.  6 

0.27 
0  47 

1.  7 

1  26 

1.45 
2  4 

2  23 
2  42 

3.  1 
3.21 

10  31 

10,55 

11  18 
ll  41 

0.  3 

0  25 
0.46 

1.  6 
1.26 

1.46 
2.  6 

2.26 
2.46 

10  11 

10  35 

11.58 
11.21 

11.43 

0.  5 
0.26 

0.  46 

1.  6 

1.26 
146 

2.  6 
2  26 

KftBtboume  and) 
Brighton.  j 

10.39 
11.  3 

11.26 
11.49 

0  11 

0.33 
0.55 

1.14 
1.34 

1,.54 
2  14 

2.34 
2.64 

10.35 
10  59 

11  22 
11  45 

0.  7 

0  29 
0.50 

1.10 

1.30 

1.60 
2.10 

2.20 
2.50 

Shoreham  and) 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 

0.21 

0.  43 

1.  4 

1.25 
1.40 

2.  6 
2.25 

2  43 
3.  1 

3  19 
3.38 

3  57 
4.17 

11.10 
11  32 

11  £3 

0  14 

0  35 

0  66 

1  16 

1.35 
1..54 

2.13 

2.32 

2  52 
3.12 

f.21 

6.iG 

6.13 
6  30 

6.52 
7.13 

7.31 
7.49 

8.  6 
8.23 

8.39 
8.55 

9  11 

Brlgbton. — The  weather  is  now  settled,  and  cilm 
seas.  The  wind  has  gone  round  from  N.E.  to  S.W.,and 
small  sailing  boats  are  off  daily,  but  the  weather  keeps 
rather  too  cold  for  beat  angling. — H. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — The  past  week  has  yielded  very 
poor  results,  and,  almost  without  exc3ption,  the  few  flat 
fish  taken  have  been  very  small  indeed.  The  only  patrons 
of  the  pier  have  been  two  or  three  local  enthusiasts,  and 
on  more  than  one  occasion  neither  of  them  has  experienced 
a  bite.  The  only  catch  worth  recording  consisted  of  nine 
dabs — four  of  them  of  edible  size — caught  by  Mr.  BuBhnell 
on  Tuesday  afternoon.  Though  the  water  is  in  good 
colour  and  condition.  _  it  _  is  evident  that  the  fish  are 
not  at  present  in  tnis  immediate  neighbourhood.— J. 
Kichakdson. 

Fenzance.— Heavy  catches  of  ling  are  being  made  by 
long  line  fishing.  Our  mackerel  fleet  are  reaily  to  put  to 
ma.— H. 


Plj  month,— We  are.  still  having  a  spell  of  fine 
weather,  and  fishermen  are  making  good  use  of  their  time. 
It  is  a  little  Vi  c  >ld  mornings  and  evenings,  bat  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  it  is  very  pleasant.  Bass  are  plentiful 
in  the  Cattewater.  and  from  oft  Bulteel's  wharves.  They 
are  not  very  large,  few  being  over  2lb.,  but  they  are  in 
go  id  condition.  I  saw  some  nice  pollack  the  day  before 
yesteidiy  that  were  caught  in  the  sound.  This  is  very 
ear'y  tor  them,  but  if  the  weather  keeps  fine  we  may 
exoect  the  spring  fish  earlier  thin  usual. — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  TELEaEAPH.— Friday,  March  10, 10  25  a.m. 
Deal.— Smooth  ;  W.8.W. 
Dover. — Smooth  ;  W. 
Ramsgate. — Smooth;  W. 
Margate. — Smooth ;  S.W. 
Hastings. — Smooth;  W. 


Jingling  ^tjeiures. 

March  12.   

Amicable  Excelsiors :  Match  at  Hampton, 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Battersea  Piscatorials :  Consolation  match, 

Blackfriars  :  Matsh  at  Palborough. 

Bermondsey  Brothers ;  Prize  outing. 

Olissold :  Prize  outing  to  St,  Margaret's. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Henley, 

Duke  of  Norfolk:  Match. 

Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Bures. 

Good  Intent :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Lincoln  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 

Lychnobite  :  Competition. 

North-Bast  Brothers:  Roving  match. 

North  Lambeth  :  Match  at  Bures. 

Queen's  Piscatorials:  Outing  to' Bourne  End. 

St.  Alban's  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 

Stnckwell :  Match  on  the  Thames. 

Sundial :  Outing  ti  Wraysbury. 

United  Brothers  :  Match. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Walham  Green  :  Roving  match. 

Walworth  Waltonians :  Open  competition. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

West  London  :  Match  at  Shepperton. 

Westmins'er :  Outing  on  the  Thames. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Cnp  competition. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Match  at  Weybridge. 
March  13. 

Albion  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Camden:  A. B.S.  concert. 

Pisoatori<l  Society :  Reading  by  Mr.  Whesley, 
March  15 

Hollo  way :'  Smoking  concert. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 


March 20. — Central  Association  :  Smoking  concert. 
,,     20. — Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
„     20.— Phoenix:  Visit. 

20. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner, 
,,     20.— Pritc  1  of  Wales  :  Visit. 
„     20  —St.  Alban's :  Visit. 
,,     20.— Stockwell :  Concert. 
,,     22. — Bostonians:  Lantern  lecture. 
,,     22. — Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  :  Annual  dinner. 
„     23.— Phoeuix  :  Visit. 

,,     23. — Thames  River  and  Lock  Keepers'  dinner. 
,,     23.— Warrington  :  Anuutl  dinner. 
,,     25. — Lychnobite  :  Benefit  concert  at  the  Champion 
Hotel 

,,     26 — Allason  United  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 
,,     26. — Amicable  Excelsior :  Match  at  Egham.  _ 
,,     26. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
April    8. — Gresbam  :  Chesham  dinner. 

,,     12. — British  Sea  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,     25. — Drayton  Park  Piscatorials.   Annual  dinner. 

,,     25. — Gresham  ;  Annual  dinner. 


I^epxts  fxm  Clubs 

We  heg  to  reniind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsday 

Evening.    Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  8t. 

Dunstaii  s  House.  Fetter-Lane,  London,,"  marked  "  Club 
Revort"  owtsidt  envelope. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  Is,  from  the  Enterprise  Angling  Society's  donition 
box;  also  10s.  6d.  donation  from  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd 
(Bermondsey  Brothers'),  per  Hoxton  Brothers'  smoker.— 
R.  Ghubney, 

Anglers'  Association. — The  monthly  finance  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  ne?t, 
March  13,  at  7,30,  and  the  general  committee  at  8.30,— 
R.  Ghcrney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District') 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  tothe 
Albion'  Brothers'  A.S.,  Frampton  Arms,  Well-Btreet, 
Hackney,  on  Monday  next,  March  13.  Anglers  who  will 
favout  US  with  their  contitiainy  will  oblige.— G.  ManniWQ. 
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Albion  Brothers'  An^linfif  Society,  Frampton 

Anns,  Wells-street,  Hackney.— Oa  March  5  several  of  T)ur 
members  had  very  good  sport.  Mr.  Bjwryer,  three  aud  a 
half  dozen  good  roaoh  anddaca;  Mr.  Pexrce,  dve  and  a 
qnaitar  d  izen  good  due-);  Mr.  Jones,  good  chub;  Mr. 
Allright,  perjh;  Mr.  C.  J.  King,  peroa  and  dace ;  and 
Mr.  Thompson,  nins  fiue  bream,  largest  S^lb.  We  made 
another  new  member  on  Wedaegdiy.  Oadng  for  clock, 
by  Mr.  8parro<v,  for  roacaonly;  where  yoa  pleasd,  on 
March  12.  Oa  March  13  we  have  our  return  visit. — 
C.  J.  K. 

Allason  United  Brotliera'  Augliner  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
On  March  5  Mr.  Barker  had  a  dace  over  6oz,  from  Thames, 
and  Alf  GUze  over  31b.  of  roach,  and  also  had  roach  from 
Henley.  To  members  who  have  not  taken  any  prizes  there 
will  be  a  consolation  match  on  the  26  ch,  in  the  Lea  or  any 
waters  open.  On  that  date  all  fish,  according  to  the  usual 
conditions,  are  weighable ;  two  rods  allowed.  The  canal 
from  Hanwell  to  Drayton  is  open,  and  also  various  ponds. 
— Bex  Abrahams. 

Alma  A-ngUng  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Forts- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  March  5  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Boothby,  perch  and  roach  ; 
Drew,  roach  and  dace;  Black,  roach;  Hall,  perch;  and 
Montgomery,  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  winning  the  fifth  prize 
left  over  from  the  Windsor  competition. — J.  Chambees. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.  —  On  March  12  our 
Cookham  match  is  altered  for  Hampton  ;  conditions  same  ; 
from  Hampton  Ferry  t  j  Sunbury  Lock.  On  March  5  Mr. 
T.  Fairclough  had  some  fine  roach.  On  Wednesday  last 
Mr.  G.  Taylor  weighed-in  some  nice  iroach,  largest 
lib.  3oz.— J.  E. 

Anchor  and  Hoj)e  Angling  Society,  Doke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Oar  match  for  the  March 
series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Muroh  12  at  Bourne  End. 
Leave  off  fishing  at  6.30.  Mr.  C.  Cannar  weighed-in  one 
jack  on  March  5.  Members  requiring  tickets  for  exhibition 
at  the  Aquarium  can  have  same  on  application  to — 
F.  W.  Mabtix. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Qaaen's 
Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  March  5 
Messrs.  F.  Aplin,  E.  Guy,  W.  Taplin,  and  J.  Hall  were 
the  prize  winners  in  consolation  match.  Also  weighed- 
in :  Messrs.  S  Aplin,  Ansty,  Thomas,  Jenkins,  and 
Manning.  The  half-yearly  general  meeting  for  the 
election  of  officers,  &o.,  is  fixed  for  Apiil  4.  All  members 
are  desired  to  attend  saoae  and  oblige. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  f  iscatoriaXs,  Winstanley  A,rm8,  Win- 
'  etanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W. — Since  my  last 
report  several  of  ours  have  been  out.  Mr.  E  CoUins 
weighed-in  perch ;  Mr.  Painter,  perch  and  chub ;  Mr. 
Keene  and  Mr.  Tringham  also  had  fish.  We  have  a  consola- 
tion ma  ch  on  March  12  (roving)  for  members  not  having 
won  a  prizs  during  seas  jn. — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondaey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  following  members 
weighed  in  on  the  5th :  Mr.  J.  Smith,  161b.  roach ;  Mr.  J. 
Martin,  lOJlb.  roach;  Mr.  J.  Hobbs,  81b.  roach;  Mr. 
Kewill,  roach,  one  fish,  lib.  8|oz.  The  competition  for 
the  remaining  six  prizes  of  the  season  will  be  fished  for  on 
the  12th  in  the  river  Arun ;  members  to  book  to  and 
return  from  Amberley  Station  ;  optional  to  leave  London 
on  Saturday  hight. — Alf  Conn. 

Blackfr.ars  Angliag  Society,  The  Imperial, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E. — Several  members  weighed-in  on 
the  5th.  Mr.  Merry  gold,  roach  and  jack;  Mr.  Whiley, 
Foster,  and  Howard  also  weighed-in.  I  wish  to  remind 
members  there  are  five  prizes  to  fish  for  on  March  12,  at 
Pnlborough.  Start  by  8.30  train  ;  return  7.21.  Our  host 
has  presented  us  with  a  guinea  to  fish  for. — J.  Wheel- 
house. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbnry. — On  March  5  Mr. 
J.  Roach  weighed-in  jack,  roach,  and  perch,  61b.  10|oz. ; 
Mr.  R.  Lummes,  bream  and  perch,  41b.  14^oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Taylor,  chub,  bream,  perch,  roach,  and  dace,  31b.  8jz.  ; 
and  Mr.  F.  8.  Pavett,  roach. — T.  PATERNObTER. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  The  Britannia,CIarendon- 
road,  \Notting  Hill,  W. — On  March  5  several  members 
were  out,  with  the  following  results  :  Messrs.  P.  Harley, 
jack;  F.  Hall,  jack  and  roach;  H.  Dagworthy,  jack; 
fl.  Foreman,  roach  ;  A.  Cowan,  roach ;  H.  Parker,  roach  ; 
6.  Farebrother,  roach  ;  G.  Love,  roach  and  dace  ; 
J.  Preston,  roach ;  J.  Weeks,  roach  and  bream,  from 
Uxbridge.  Our  smoking  concert  on  the  7th,  on  behalf  of 
the  A.B.8.,  proved  a  grand  success,  the  following  clubs 
being  well  r*presented  :  Elgin,  Cobden,  Queen's,  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  Jubilee,  Camden,  Dibden,  Royal  George, 
Allason  United,  and  Sundial.  The  Brothers  McCarthy, 
J.  Linton,  G.  Parker^  G.  Love,  B.  Baxter,  A.  Poulter, 
-A,  Youiig,  G.  King,  SisterB  Davison,  and  a  host  of  others 
eontribnted  towards  the  harmonjr.  The  sum  of  10s.  nas 
collected  for  onr  box.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
B.  Abrahams,  in  the  unavoidable  absence,  throngh  illness, 
of  Mr.  J.  Harris,  faced  by  E.  Baxter.  Pianist,  A.  E. 
.Charlton. — H.  Dacwortht. 

Bmnswick  Brothers'  Angling  Soolety,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bmnswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B.— On  March  5 
the  following  weighed-in :  Mr.  C.  Parmenter,  pike ;  Mr. 
Papwortb,  perch  ;  and  Mr.  Randall,  pike.  I  should  like 
to  eee  a  full  muster  of  members  on  Ttiesday  next.— F. 
Ra.vdai.l. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fouatains 
Abbey,  f'ra«cl-gtreet,  W. — A  jeg-down  match  at  Honley 
on  the  I2th  inst. ;  rix  good  prizea  to  be  fished  for;  train 
from  Paddington  '.)  o'clock;  a  taloon  carriage.  Mr.  Sentt 
b«d  ^>mt  fire  roach  ;  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  some  good  roach  on 
Mvch  '). — W.  Sttttw. 

Cambridge  JSeath  Brothers'  Angling  SooUt/, 
•  The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-rpad,  Ov^- 
brtSJg*  Heath. —Ob  Mfrrch  6  Messrs.  T.  Benny  bod  a  nh« 


show  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace;  J.  Golding,  perch  ;  Yeo, 
perch;  Hopper,  perch;  Barge-e,  perch ;  Ward,  perch; 
H.  Everett,  perch;  J.  Baines,  roach  and  perch  ;  and  R. 
Hubbard,  roach.  I  should  be  pleised  to  see  members 
attend  in  numbers,  and  give  the  Albion  Brothers  a 
bumper  on  their  return  visit  next  Monday  night. — P.  E. 
Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society.  The  Locomotive.  James- 
street,  High-strpet,  Camden  Town,  N.W.  — On  March  5 
Mr.  Cook  had  151b.  14^z.  fine  roach  ;  Mr.  White,  jack  and 
roach ;  Mr.  Fuller,  jdok  and  roach.  We  have  a  cjucert  in 
aid  of  the  A  B  S.,  Monday,  March  13.  Ladies  speiially 
invited. — E.  Boxall. 

Clapham  Tnnoslon  Angliag  Soolet?,  The  Clarence, 
Winste,nley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. —  On  March  5 
the  result  of  our  consolation  match  was  a?  follows :  Mr. 
H.  Pegg,  first;  T.  Jameson,  second.  Fish  weighed-in 
from  other  watfra:  Mr.  J.  Willgosi,  61b.  ll^oz  ,  roach 
and  pike  (largest  roach,  lib.  4Joz  ) ;  H.  Moon,  21b.  SJoz, 
(one  dace  6Joz  )  ;  J.  Thome,  roach;  H.  Runnegar,  roach  ; 
A.  Heyman,  bream ;  J.  Burrage,  perch. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  JSorth- 
wold-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  March  5  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Bampton,  jack  ;  Mitchell 
and  Hunt,  perch  ;  Eastwood,  roach.  On  March  12  an 
outing  for  prizes  takes  place  between  Fish  and  Eels  and 
St.  Margaret's  Bridge.  I  am  pleased  to  state  our  chair- 
man has  improved  in  health. — Thos.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
March  5  Messrs.  E.  Baxter  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and 
chub;  A.  Howland,  roach;  W.  Walker,  roach  and  jack, 
largest  jack  41b.  ;  F.  Melville,  roach  and  perch,  March  28 
will  be  the  end  of  the  financial  jear,  and  all  members  not 
clear  of  the  books  by  the  first  week  in  April  will  be  fined, 
as  per  rule.  Any  member  wishing  to  alter  any  rule  must 
pott  a  notice  of  same  on  notice  board  in  club-room  after 
next  week. — T.  Twyman. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — Mr.  W.  and  F. 
Beames  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  bream  from  the 
Arun  ;  also  out  Messrs.  Boyd,  Stafford,  Sorge,  Arron,  but 
took  nothing.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next 
Wednesday,  to  arrange  sea  outing  and  to  clear  the  books, 
&c. — W.  H.  Stafforb. 

Coveut  Qarden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C. — On  March  5  Messrs.  Massey,  Cutbush, 
and  Curris  had  good  bags  of  jack,  parch,  and  roach  ;  and 
on  Tuesday  Mr.  Curtis  had  a  good  show  of  roach  and  dace. 
— W.  Masset. 

Crovn  and  Bnckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C. — Since  my 
last  report  we  have  had  some  good  shows  of  roach,  perch, 
and  jack  by  Messrs.  H.  Haines,  G.  Norris,  W.  Long,  W. 
Leadbeater,  and  J.  A.  Anderson.  At  our  last  me>ting  we 
voted  23.  6d.  toward  the  River  Keepers'  Dinner  Fund.  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange 
when  and  where  to  fish  for  those  prizes  not  won  during 
the  season,  and  other  important  business. — G.  H. 
Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  March  5  a  few  members 
were  out.  Messrs.  T.  Thompson,  T.  Swain,  aud  G. 
Davies  were  the  only  ones  to  weigh-in,  they  having  a  very 
fine  show  of  roach  and  porch.  On  Tuesday  there  was  a 
poor  attendanc3,  but  I  disposed  of  several  items.  We 
voted  23.  6d.  to  the  River  Keepers'  Dinner,  It  was  also 
decided  that  the  prizes  in  baud  should  be  competed  for  on 
Ma'-ch  19.  It  will  be  decided  on  Tuesday  next  where  it 
shall  tike  place. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St,  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — On  March  5  members  went  to  Bnres, 
Bedford,  Tonbridge,  and  King's  Langley,  Sport  was  very 
poor.  J.  Edwards,  jack ;  W.  Elson,  roach;  B.  Coltman, 
roach.  On  Tuesday  we  attended  the  Hoxton  Brothers' 
concert.  Wednesday's  mee'.ing  very  quiet.  —  Johnny 
Edwards. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  HoUoway-road,  N. — During  the  past  week 
several  members  have  had  some  good  fish.  On  the  8th 
(S.M.)  business  of  importance  was  satisfactorily  transacted. 
Our  second  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  April  25. — 
Greg. 

Duke  of  No]:folk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westboume  Park. — Most  of  our  mem- 
bers were  out  during  the  week,  and  weighed  som9  nice 
shows  of  roach.  _  Mr.  G.  Jenkins,  roach  ;  Mr.  Lumley, 
roach  ;  Mr.  Wilkins,  perch  and  roach.  Our  last  match  of 
the  season  will  take  place  on  March  12.  Usual  conditions ; 
roving, — W.  Jenkins. 

Diikeof  Wellington  Angling  Society,  The  Duke 
of  Wellington,  St.  James'-road,  HoUoway. — We  had  a 
very  good  show  of  fish  on  Feb.  23,  viz.,  four  jack  (largest, 
81b.  lOoz.)  and  8Jlb.  of  roach  and  perch  ;  and  on  March  3 
there  was  a  good  show  again,  viz.,  two  jack  (largest, 
lOlb.),  and  ako  nine  good  perch.  The  abave  were  all 
taken  by  Mr.  A.  Norman,  of  the  Arundel  Arms,  West- 
boume-road,  Holloway,  N,,  fisbing  with  Vaughan,  at 
Henley. — A.  Morcsan. 

Bagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham.— 
On  March  3  and  4  Mes^r',  H.  Dentrjn  and  W.  Denton  had 
some  fair  takes  of  jack.  On  March  5  Mr.  J.  Dyer  and 
W.  S,  Price  had  a  nice  lot  of  reach  acd  dace. — W.  8. 
Price. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross  •  road,  Tottenham.  —  On  Feb.  26  the  following 
weiahed-in  ;  Messrs.  Ilatne  and  Wells.  On  March  1  we 
hela  a  return  visit  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  which  was  a  great 
Boccess.  Mr.  W.  F.  Butler  was  the  chairman,  Mr.  J, 
Coppen,  vice.  Mr.  Dubbins  was  the  pianist.  During  the 
evening  Messrs.  Crnmp,  Burnett,  Perry,  Ashmore,.Chap« 
man,  Allen,  Langfon,  Lewis  Brown,  Psrring  and  Oo., 
obliged  with , some  Bongs,  ,  Mr.  Wilson  Pprringdon  also 
gayv  a.  perfWrnance  of  ileigfat  of  tmnd  triwi.  We 


handed  one  guinea  to  the  A.B.S.  from  our  box.  Seven' 
clubs  were  well  represented.    On  March  5  Mr.  Wells 
saved  the  club  from  a  blank  with  oib,  5oz.  perch,  al*» 
Winning  the  fortnigntly  priz?. — W.  Lefbvre 

Forest  Oase  Pi loaco rials,  Firest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate,  E,— On  the  5th  inst.  Mr. 
Darell  weighed-in  8Jlb.  of  chub  ;  Mr,  Creeke,  chub 
(largest  31b.  oioz.).— H.  F.  C. 

O-ood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-atreat,  Shoreditoh.— Twenty  members  fi.shed  for 
fifteen  prizes  on  the  5th  at  St.  Margaret's.  Only  nine  ■ 
were  taken,  the  remainder  will  be  fished  for  on  March  12. 
The  members  to  go  any  part  of  the  Lea  ;  all  start  on  the 
day.  Mr.  Thompson  brought  in  some  nice  roach  on  tke 
5th.  Mr.  A.  Coker  had  another  nice  jack,  15tb.,  also  one 
71b,,  from  near  Brandon.  The  season  will  soon  ba  over 
for  jack,  but  he  expects  to  get  a  heavier  one  before  it  is-, 
ovei:. — R.  Murphy.  '  • 

Great  Northeni  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonviile. — The  first 
competition  for  the  0<iborne  cup  took  place  on  March  5, 
at  Broibourne  and  Bye  House,  Mr.  G.  Francis  proving  the 
winner  with  perch.  Messrs,  Owen  and  Evans  also  weighed- 
in  perch  from  other  waters ;  Messrs.  W.  Randell,  a  brace  of 
jack;  Brooks,  roach  ;  Rogers,  roach  ;  and  C.  Watling,  a 
fine  tra,y  of  roach  and  a  jack,  41b.  13oz.,  taken  with  gentles 
on  a  tight  line. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Oreenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — Onr  final  smoker  of  the  season 
took  place  on  March  8,  at  the  clubhouse,  Mr.  Dowsett, 
the  president,  in  the  chair.  The  artihtes  who  attended 
were  Mr.  Frost  Lambert,  Charles  Neville,  Harry  Boorman, 
Tom  Sheaf,  &c.  Diiring  the  interval  Mr.  Church,  on 
behalf  of  the  club,  in  a  few  appropriate  sentences, 
presented  to  our  president  (Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett)  a  splendid 
silver-mounted  claret  jug,  and,  with  musical  honours,  his 
health  was  drunk^  also,  of  course,  his  wife  and  family. 
Mr,  Dowsett  suitably  replied,  wishing  the  club  every 
success.  Among  the  visitors  who  supported  the  president 
were  Messrs.  A,  R.  Matthews,  Dowsett  (brother),  Russel,. 
Page,  Chamberlain,  Tatnal,  Marshall  (our  vice-president). 
Church  (club  chairman),  Dupere,  Toung,  Steer,  and. 
altogether  about  fifty  membars  and  friends.  A  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  musical  arrangements 
were  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Gorton,  to  whom  the  club 
are  indebted  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  were 
carried  out. — J.  Dryden.  ■ 

Harcoart  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
announce  a  blank  for  March  5,  very  few  of  our  members 
being  out.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  members  to  attend  in 
force  on  Monday  evenings,  as  there  is  a  lot  of  business  to 
attend  to  just  now.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E.  —  Messrs.  Russell  had.a 
show  of  roach ;  Smith  jack  ;  Durell,  perch  ;  and  A.  Bag- 
shaw  took  the  remaining  prize  with  jack. — 0,  Smith. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. — At  our  outing  on  March  5 
all  members  weighed-in,  Mr.  T.  Johnson  winning  first 
prize  with  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Clayton,  second,  with 
chub  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Stevens,  third,  with  roach,  daoe,  and 
bream.  ThanksareduetoMr.W.  McBride for  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  hecateredf  or  the  members.  The  follow- 
ing takes  are  reported :  Messrs.  Geo.  Johnson  and  A, 
Stevens,  fishing  with  John  Hone  at  Walton,  four  dosen 
good  perch,  three  dozen  of  which  were  returned  ;  Mesara, 
Hawes  and  G.  Games,  fishing  with  Vanghan  at  Henley, 
had  several  g  )od  jack  and  perch.  ■  We  have  arranged  a 
smoking  concert  amongst  the  members  and  friends  on 
Wednesday,  March  15,  at  headqnarters. — A.  Clayton. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — On  March  5  a  few 
members  competed  for  a  lapsed  prize  from  the  week 
previous,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Wiltshire,  with  dace  ; 
also  Mr.  F.  Newton  weighed  roach,  but  not  competing.  I 
hope  members  will  try  and  attend  the  Albion  Brothers' 
visit  on  the  13th  inst. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbnry-road. — Since  my  last  report  the 
following  weighed-in :  On  Feb.  26,  Messrs.  Croker,  roicb 
and  dace;  Burwash,  roach  and  dace;  Wilkes,  roach  and 
dace;  Boys,  roach.  On  March  5  Messrs.  E.  Challis 
had  two  nice  ^ack  ;  Croker,  roach,  daee,  and  perch  ; 
Burwash,  roach  and  dace;  Wilkes,  roach  and  dace. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Sosiety,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — Only  two  of  the 
prizes  offered  for  competition  on  March  5  were  taken. 
The  remaining  one,  with  two  added  prizes,  will  be  fished 
for  again  on  March  12,  competitors  being  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). 
There  are  also  two  "specials"  to  be  competed  for  on 
March  15  on  the  Lea,  between  Carthagena  weir-and  Ware 
Park  mill.  Mr.  W.  Wilshere  weighed-in  131b.  looz-  roach 
on  the  8th  inst.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling^  Society^  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, PentonviUe,  N. — On  March  5  Mr.  More 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Biggs  alec 
had  roach.  On  March  12  there  are  two  consolation  pnSes 
to  be  fished  for,  members  to  go  where  they  like;  gross 
weight. — W.  Watlinu. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-sqiiare.— We  have  had  a  spell  of  rery  nice  weather, 
good  for  grayling  and  pike  fishing,  and  sevei^  of  our 
members  have  done  Well  with  both  clisses  of  fish  :  but  the 
forrner  should  now  be  left  alone,  though  in  the  Tymwy 
and  Tanat  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  allow 
grayling  to  be  taken  all  the  year  round,  this  with  the 
obj«ct  of  protecting  the  tronc.  Th«re  is  no  donbt  that 
both  the  grayling  and  pike  have  increased  very  mnoh 
during  the  lant  tew  years  in  the  above  waters,  to  the 
detriment  of  tront.   Next  week  the  class  smson  oomCJ  in , 
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Eighth  Annual  Fisheries  Exhibition. 


DAVID  SLATER, 


(Sta,nd  24) 


Of  NEWARK'  ON  -  TRENT, 


MAKES  THE  FOLLOWING 


RODS. 

rrHOSE  in  want  of  either  Rod  or  Reels  will  consult  their  own  intere  sts  by 
inspecting  David  Slater's  Magnificent  Exhibit  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  i 
(now  open).  | 

Built  Cane  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods,  with  or  without  Steel  Centres, 
for  excellence  of  workmanship  and  reasonable  prices  stand  second  to  none. 
Inspection  invited. 

Superior  Greenheart  Trout  Rods  from  10s.  6d.  to  21s.  Two  tops,  and 
Best  Universal  Winch  Fittings. 

'S6e  our  Greenheart  Salmon  Rods.   Best  quality  only. 

Our  Noted  Pattern,  the  Newark  Perfection,  specially  designed  for  the 
Nottingham  style  of  fishing,  price  21s.  each. 

;  Pike  Spinning  Rods  in  East  India,  Cane  and  Greenhart  from  10b.  6d. 
t6?2ls.. 


REELS. 

Slater's  New  Aluminium  Alloy  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels.  These  Reels 
are  perfection;  they  combine  great  strength  with  extreme  lightness; 
hardened  steel  works,  and  beautifully  finished. 


Sizes. 

2iin. 

2^in. 

Sin. 

3iin. 


Prices. 
153.  Od. 
17s.  6cl. 
2l8.  OJ. 

253.  oa. 


Sizes. 
4ia. 
4iin. 
Sin. 


Prices. 
283.  Od. 
323.  Od. 
35s.  Od. 


The  Fly- Fishers'  Winch  (registered).  This  reel  is  made  in  two  sizes ; 
can  be  had  with  click  or  silent  check.  It  has  two  special  recommendations — 
extreme  lightness  and  quick  winding. 

Also  a  large  collection  of  the  following  patterns  :  Ordinary  Wood  Sea 
Reels,  The  Future  Sea  Reels,  Slater's  Combination  in  Wood  and  Ebonite, 
The  "  Zephyr,"  the  lightest  Nottingham,  Gun-metal  Salmon  and  Trout, 
Bronzed  Salmon  and  Trout,  &c.,  &c. 


We  have  a  few  old  patterns  Combination  Wood  Reels,  also  Ebonite  Salmon  and  Trout,  which  will  be  sold  regardless  of  the  cost  of  manufacture 

during  this  Exhibition. 


Mr. 


David  Slater  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  during  the  Fisheries 

Exhibition,  which  closes  on  April  5. 


A  set  of  twelve  STANDARD  SALMON  PLIES, 
medmm  size,  gut  loops  or  eyed  hooks,  all  named, 
sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  16/-. 

:  -Apply  to— 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN, 

Manager  to 

THE  ANGLERS'  SUPPLY  STORES, 

10,  INFIRMARY  STREET,  LEEDS. 

Telegrams:  "  RAZiCYOK,  ZiEEDS." 

TO  FISH   IN  IRELAND. 

By  HI  REGAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Sixth  Edition,    Crown  8vo.,  3s.  ed. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C, 


TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  Ltd. 

ORDEES  CAN  NOW  BE  BOOKED  FOE 

TROUT,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  FISH  up  to  2ilb. 

Price  List. 

MANAGER,    MILTON,  BURTON-ON-TRENT. 


THE  FIFTH  ANNUAL 

SMOKziixTG-  coixtce: 

Promoted  by  the  LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 


WILL  TAKE  PLACE  AT 


THE  CHAMPION  HOTEL,  ALDERSGATE  STREET,  EX., 

On  SATUSDAT,  MARCH  95,  1890, 

On  behalf  of  PRINTERS'  CHARITIES. 

Ladies  Specially  Invited.         Doora  Open  at  6.30.        Overture  at  7  p.m. 

/Ic/i'sd's— Miss  Marie  Lloyd,  Miss  Amy  Brook  (Cert.  B.  A  M  ),  Miss  Vesta  Victoria,  Miss  Kate 
McGeeney,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  Mr.  Walter  Briscoe,  Mr.  Charles  Osborne,  Madame  Stephanie 
Olive,  Miss  Geraldine  Hewgill,  Madame  A.  L.  Povev,  Miss  Ada  Eowella,  Mr.  Bertram  Gill,  Mr. 
James  Davis,  Mr.  Albert  Walter,  Mr.  Fred  Eome,  Mr.  Ti  m  Mulroy,  Mr.  Joe  Levet,  Master  Albert  . 
Walter,  Mr.  F.  G.  Bead,  Mr.  W.  Slsinner,  Mr.  Cecil  Graeme,  and  Mr.  Alf  Smart.  Imtrumentahsts— 
The  Eoyal  White  Band,  Mr.  Sydney  Hemming  (Harp  Solos),  Mr.  Montagu  Hemming  (Gzymbalo 
Solos),  Mr.  A.  T.  Harrison  (Cornet  Solos).  Accompanists— Mrs.  Newman  Harrison,  Mr.  James 
Jefferson,  and  Master  Albert  Walter.  Slagc  Manayer—MT.  Albert  Walter.  Chairman— Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard;  Vice-Chmrmnn — Mr.  L.  Cbaplais,  "Ben  Jonson." 

Tickets,  Is.  each,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Headqaarters  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Sooleg, 
"Ben  Jonson,"  Shoe-lane ;  and  of  the  following  Gentlemen:  Messrs.  F.  Jones,  "The  Times";  Q. 
Marshall,  "  The  Times  " ;  H.  Ash,  "  Daily  Mail "  ;  H.  Wesson,  "  Daily  Mail  ' ;  T.  Matthews,  "  Daily 
Telegraph";  S.  Q.  M.  Bichmond,  "  Daily  Telegraph  "  ;  G.  Cooper,  "  Morning  Leader  " ;  J.Harris,. 
"  Morning  Leader";  J.  E.  Grimths,  "  The  Times  " ;  T.  Edwards,  "Daily  News";  J.  Pushee,  "  Daily 
News";  U  Bone,  "Daily  Chronicle";  C.  Dixon,  " Financial  Times";  H.  Eastment,  "Financial. 
Times";  A.  O.  Cannell,  "Daily  Chronicle";  F.  Oxford,  "Morning  Advertiser";  J.  Mackmlay,_ 
"  Morning  Post " ;  H.  Barnes,  "  Dally  News "  ;  T.  Pedley,  Assistant  Sec,  Lychnobite  Angling'; 
Society  ;  or  of  the  Secretary,  as  above.   ' 


FISHERIES  EXHIBITION,  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster. 


MANUFACTURERS    of    FIRST   CLASS    RODS,    FLIES,    and  TACKLE. 


Anglers  are  Invited  to  Inspect  our  numerous  Specialities  at  above  Exhibition. 
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and  will  be  more  or  le»3  obaerved ;  for,  say  what  you  will, 
there  are  plenty  of  anglers  who  cannot  resist  the  tempta- 
tion or  longing  to  handle  their  rods,  especially  as  the  two 
nice  months  of  April  and  May  are  covered  by  the  three 
months  close  time.  The  present  season  bids  fair  already 
to  be  better  than  the  last,  which  was  a  poor  one  indeed. 
The  early  efforts  of  anglers  have  been,  so  far,  attended 
with  a  considerable  measure  of  succtsss,  both  with  the  fine 
and  coarse  fish.  The  trout  fishing  in  the  Pen  y  Cae  water 
opens  on  the  loth,  and  we  have  an  trating  to  the  Dee  next 
week. — Bd.  Woolfall. 

Maldon  and  Heybridcfe  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion  Inn,  Heybridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — During  the  past 
fortnight  roach  anglers  have  had  poor  sport,  owing  to  the 
brightness  of  the  water.  Some  anglers  have  been  out 
pike  fishing,  and  during  the  past  week  over  fif  fy  pike  have 
been  taken  from  the  waters  at  Hoe  Mill,  Ulting,  and 
B«3leigh._  Some  of  the  fish,  I  hear,  have  been  email,  but 
several  fair  sized,  from  51b.  to  81b.  had  been  taken.  At  the 
time  of  writing  several  more  are  out  piking,  and  I  expect 
to  hear  of  some  good  captures.  Mr.  F.  Springett  secured 
a  jack  on  the  4th  inst.,  41b.  12oz.,  and  one  on  the  5th, 
61b.  4oz.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  the  secretaries 
of  the  various  angling  societies  respecting  the  tickets  for 
the  Langford  fishery  for  the  next  season,  as  it  entirely 
depends  upon  the  number  of  subscribers  at  63.  each 
whether  the  lease  of  the  fishery  will  be  renewed  for  the 
next  season. — F.  Keek,  26,  Spital-road,  Maldon. 

North-East  Brotbers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  (jarter.  Green-street. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
March  5  :  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  eighth  prize.  Out  of  match  :  H. 
Hart,  Mr.  Auvache,  J,  Eaton  Eichards,  sen.,  E.  Lamb, 
H.  Collins.  Members  may  go  where  they  choose  on  the 
12th  for  yearly  prizes.  Start  on  Saturday  if  they  choose. 
— A.  Lewis. 

Park  Anglinif  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 

Tottenham. — Several  of  the  members  of  the  above  were 
out  on  the  oth  inst.  Some  nice  trays  of  fish  were  shown. 
Mr.  Hopton,  top  weight,  151b.  of  roach  and  perch,  also 
two  jack;  Mr.  Coldwell,  jack  and  perch;  Mr.  Reitz, 
perch;  Mr.  Thompson,  some  nice  roach;  Mr.  Carter, 
roach  ;  Mr.  Trar:y,  perch  ;  Skegge,  perch. — W.  S. 

Tlicenix  Aa^ling  Society.  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — On  March  5  we  had  a  good  show 
by  Messrs.  F.  Dove,  Nobby,  Austin,  Bouffler,  Carter,  and 
B.  C.  Sherlock,  of  jack,  pereh,  roach  and  chub.  March  6, 
Carr,  a  few  perch  and  roa»h,  bpst  perch  lib,  12^02.  Our 
central  visit  is  postponed  to  March  23,  as  the  Central 
Association  have  a  big  smoking  cjncert  on  March  20. — 
E.G. 

Prince  of  Wales'  AngUng  Society  Windsor, 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  —  During  the  past 
few  weeks  we  have  had  some  capital  shows  of  roach  and 
jack  by  Messrs.  Eobina,  Haynes,  N.  Tutford,  and  Clist. 
We  take  a  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.  on  Monday,  March  20, 
when  with  the  support  of  brother  anglers  we  hope  to  give 
"  Cass  "  a  welcome. — W.  B. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  March  5  the  following 
weighed-in:  W.  Shepherd,  C.  Shepherd,  C.  Brett,  J. 
Eeeve,  and  J.  Winsby.  Will  as  many  members  as  possible 
meet  at  Paddinirton  Station,  8.40  a.m.  train,  on  March  12, 
thn  last  competition  of  the  season. — Geo.  Keene. 

Soyal  QeoTge  Angrlin?  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  March  5  we  fished  a  competition  at 
Bourne  End  with  the  followin?  result :  Messrs.  Davis 
let;  Pope,  2nd  ;  Brand,  .3rd  ;  W.  Harris,  4th  ;  W.  AUport, 
6th ;  H.  Allport,  6th  ;  Bardot,  7th ;  and  Gibbons,  8th. 
Mr.  Burrell  also  weighed-in.  Our  new  member,  Mr. 
Brand,  amongst  other  fish,  weighed-in  a  specimen  roach. 
— G.  G1EBON.S. 

Koyal  Oak  Ang^lint^  Society,  Cobom  Anna, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E.— In  our  match  on  March  5  the 
following  weighed-in  :  J.Payne,  perch;  Merigold,  chub; 
Tisahaw,  chub.  The  first-named  member  was  the  only 
to  weigh-in  for  prices.    Two  left  over.— F.  PiONAnTELLl. 

St.  Alban'B  Ang^llngf  Society,  Eising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Lambeth. — Our  members  were  out  on  March  5  for 
coBsolation  prizes.  Mr.  Donaldson,  gen.,  wai  first;  E. 
Leighton,  second  ;  J.  Norton,  third  ;  R.  Turner,  fourth. 
The  fieh  were  mf>stly  bream.  There  are  still  three  prizes 
for  March  12.  We  had  a  fine  show  of  fish  by  H.  Allan 
from  Pnlborongh,  21Jlb.,  several  bream  21b.,  one  bream 
31b.  ojr  z.,  and  one  handsome  perch  lib.  14ioz.  Our  South 
London  visit  tiles  place  on  March  20.— H.  A. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  King  and 
Qneen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-eqnare,  W.— On  March  5 
a  few  of  oar  members  were  out,  with  the  following  results  : 
Meears.  Campbell,  01b.  4oz.,  roach;  S.  King,  Clb.  2oz., 
roach ;  W.  North,  41b.  lOoz.,  roach  ;  W.  Roach,  41b.  13oz., 
roach ;  and  T.  Arrigoni  also  weighed-in  roach.  On 
March  12  all  members  can  fish  for  two  additional  prizes, 
VIZ.,  IO4.  61  ,  given  by  Mr.  Goode,  for  the  heaviest  roach 
from  the  Thames  (bank) ;  and  IOj.  6u.  for  the  gross 
weight;  ail  fish  (club  rules);  given  by  Mr.  W.  Barker, 
jQn  — W.  Aldis. 

BllTer  Trout  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head, 
Maid«n-lane.— fM  March  o  the  two  prizes  left  from 
previous  onting  wfre  won  by  Mfssra.  Woolt  >n  and  Cl-trk, 
at  Sbiphke.  On  Mdrch  7  (quarterly  night)  all  the  officers 
were  rc-electtd.    Mr.  Abrahams  had  a  nic»  show  of  jack. 

Btockwell  Antfline  Socle' y.  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Btr>ckwell,  8.W,— Mr.  W.  J.  Wade',  lantern  Ifcture  at 
the  aViOvf-,  on  March  2,  was  attcn-ively  listened  to  by  an 
appreciative  audience.  I  am  requested  t/)  tender  thanks 
fo  those  who  favoured  us  aud  Bupported  in  a  generous 
m»nn<(T  the  object  in  view,  viz.,  the  collection  for  the 
r.A.P.H.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Shep- 
herd, Bermondsey  Bros.,  who  arrived  early  and  oocopied 
the  chair;  and  to  Mr.  E.  C.  Burnttead,  the  president  of 
the  Larkhall  A.8.,  for  attending;  sIbt,  to  those  member* 
0*  the  8,L.  clnV>gwho  assisted  in  the  programme.  Mr. 


G.  H.  Shepherd  presented  our  club  with  half  a  guinea 
prize  to  be  fished  for.  We  are  holding  a  grand  evening 
concert  at  Evesham  Hall,  Brixton,  on  March  20,  partly 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. ;  and  as  no  expense  has  been  tpxred 
in  the  selection  of  sixteen  nrtisiteti,  I  trust  that  some  of  our 
friends  will  support  us.  Tickets,  23.,  Is.,  and  6d.,  can  be 
obtained  of  the  hon.  sec,  Thos.  Lucas. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  March  12  we  have  an 
outing  to  Wraysbury,  Thames ;  bank  only ;  members  to  go 
by  the  8.2  train  from  Grove-road,  Hammersmith  Station, 
and  retnm  by  the  8.40  from  Wraysbury;  for  three  prizes 
for  the  first,  second,  and  third  best  specimen  fish  caught 
Mr.  King's  cup  to  be  taken  by  the  beat  specimen  fish. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  meeting  next  Tuesday, 
as  there  is  a  very  important  question  to  decide. — C.  E 
Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Black  Dog, 
London-road,  Twickenham. — Since  my  last  report  several 
members  have  had  fish,  Mr.  Simonds,  four  dozen  nice 
roach  on  Saturday ;  Mr.  Barrow,  on  March  5,  six  perch  ; 
Mr.  Ogden  Smith  and  two  friends,  on  Thursday,  23Jlb 
roach  ;  and  Mr.  Smith  again  on  the  6th,  three  and  a  half 
dozen  perch,  being  the  best  tikes. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford. — On  March  5  Mr.  G.  ilarsh  had  a  fine 
take  of  perch,  best  fish  lib.  5Joz.  ;  Mr.  C.  Wilderspin, 
roach.  The  members  will  fish  a  go-where-you-please 
match  on  March  12  for  several  prizes. — H.  Tyler, 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
March  5  only  two  prizes  were  taken,  W.  Bond,  first;  W, 
Toothill,  second.  Remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on 
March  12.— W.  H.  B, 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Mr.  Bradley  weighed, 
in  the  finest  specimen  perch  ever  brought  into  the  club- 
room  on  March  5,  scaling  21b.  12|oz.  We  have  a  roving 
match  on  the  12th  inst.  :  conditions,  two  rods ;  bank  or 
punt  ;  all  fish  to  weigh ;  and  option  of  going  away  on 
Saturday.— W.  H.  Batch. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Ussez 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  March  5  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Howarth,  roach  and  dace; 
Howell,  dace,  31b.  14oz. ;  Skelsey,  perch,  31b.  6oz. ; 
Eaton,  jack  and  perch;  Knight,  perch;  and  Coates, 
roach,  5ib.  3oz  — H.  Wigg. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  N. — Our 
members  are  winding  up  the  season  fairly  well,  weighing 
in  the  last  six  days,  one  jick,  101b.  3oz.,  four  jack, 
141b.  12oz.,  one  chub,  31b.  2oz  ,  two  perch,  lib.  3ioz.,  and 
several  takes  of  roach. — M.  Cuddar. 

Walworth  Waltoniana  Angling  Society,  St 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  8.B. — 
On  March  12  we  hold  an  open  competition  (bank  or  punt) 
for  several  prizes,  all  fish  to  weigh  Mr.  W.  L.  Griflin 
was  first  this  week  with  some  good  roach  from  the 
Thames ;  Mr.  W.  Sparrow  weigheh-in  a  nice  bag  of  mixed 
fish  towards  gross  weight. — W.  Wray. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horeea,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  March  5  Mr.  F. 
Homer  weighed  in  jack,  saving  us  from  a  blank.  I  hope 
our  members  will  not  forget  our  pag-down  match  on 
March  12  in  the  Porty-Guinna  Water.  All  to  go  down  by 
the  first  train  on  the  morning  that  leaves  Stratford  at 
7.44  a.m. — Lovv'THER. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — We  have  arranged  for  our  final  club 
mitch  of  the  season  to  take  place  on  March  12.  All 
members  to  go  to  Shepperton  station ;  bank  only ;  for  six 
prizes.  Our  president  will  give  a  "  Bickerdjke's  "  book 
for  the  best  roach  of  12oz.  or  upwards.  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter 
is  the  winner  of  the  silver  cup  for  this  season.  Mr.  C. 
Martin  weighed  in  a  specimen  roach  lib.  7oz.  On  March 
5  Mr.  W.  Cox,  sen.,  also  weighed-in  three  bream. — J.  J, 
Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — On  March  5  the  only  fish  shown 
was  a  good  perch;  caught  by  Mr.  Eccariua.  The  last 
match  of  the  season  will  be  fished  in  the  Thames,  from 
Walton  Bridge  to  the  Anglers'  Inn,  on  March  12 ;  leave 
Vauxhall  8.50,  return  8.36;  two  rods;  jack  barred;  all 
fish  to  be  shown  at  station. — 8.  J.  H. 

Why  Not  Social  Angling  Association,  Why 
Not  Inn,  Steeihouse-lane,  Wolverhampton. — The  annual 
dinner  in  connection  with  the  above  association  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  March  14.  The  president,  Mr. 
Councillor  L.  Johnson,  has  kindly  consented  to  preside. 
The  following  gentlemen  have  kindly  promised  to  attend  : 
Alderman  S.  Craddock,  Mr.  Councillor  F.  H.  Parkyn, 
Mr.  Councillor  E.  C.  Pratt,  Mr.  Councillor  G.  F.  Steward, 
G.  Craddock,  Esq.,  and  A.  Lamsdale,  Esq.  A  capital  pro- 
gramme is  being  arranged,  both  vocal  and  instrumental ; 
in  fact,  everything  bids  fair  to  equal,  if  not  surpass, 
previous  social  functions.  Mr.  S.  Lamsdale  has  kindly 
consented  to  act  as  pianist.  At  a  well-attei  ded  mee'iug 
on  Tupdday  evening  seven  new  members  were  enrolled. — 
'  W.  Vann. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alezandra-road.— 

On  Tuepday  Mr.  8.  Pesliett  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  from 
the  Thames.  71b  in  all,  taknn  in  two  hours'  fishing.  Mr. 
F.  B'.vie  bn  ught  up  two  brace  of  perch,  and  reported 
hnving  landed  a  trout  of  3Jlb.  at  Kii  gston  while  perch 
fishing.  The  trout  was,  of  course,  rtturned.  Mr.  H.  A. 
Rolt  had  chub  up  to  21b.  and  roach,  and  Mr.  Enever 
perch.  The  winners  in  the  last  outing  were  Messrs. 
Salkels,  jun.,  Lawrence,  and  Bovie.  The  final  match  for 
the  silver  cup  comes  off  on  the  12th  inst.  in  club  water,  as 
previously  announcfd. — Hon.  Skc. 

Te  Olde  Clapham  Severs'  Angling  Club,  The 
Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — The  result  of  our  prize 
outing  on  the  5th  was  much  brighter  than  previous. 


H.  Closter  took  first  prize  with  nice  show  of  dace ;  and 
T.  Gloster,  second,  with  some  good  roach.  Mr.  Wyett 
and  others  weighed-in  fish.  We  have  a  match  at  Wey- 
bridge  on  the  12th  for  four  good  prizes,  being  the  last 
match  before  close  season,  and  invite  all  members  to  attend 
to  this.  We  have  received  from  Mr.  J,  Wjsett  a  very 
handsome  map  of  the  Thames  and  tributaries. — N. 
Linden. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  of  T.A.P.S.  notoriety,  will  on 
Tuesday  next,  Maich  15,  enter  into  his  80th  jear.  Same 
age  as  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  empress  and  queen,  is 
it  not  ?  Still  live,  Mr.  Brougham  !  Don't  do  more  than 
ten  dinners  in  one  night.  We  do  not  want  to  have  a 
second  edition  of  the  "  Massacre  of  the  Innocents." 

The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonaida  Angling  Association  will  take  place  at  the  Castle 
Hotel,  Hastings,  on  Wednesday,  March  22,  at  7  30  p.m., 
the  president,  Mr.  O.  R.  Travers,  M.R  C  S.,  in  the  chair  ; 
Mr.  F.  S.  Foster,  vice-chair.  I  hear  that  some  decent 
pike  have  been  taken  at  Pevensey  Sluice  lately.  Mr. 
F_.  G.  Hatton  had  six,  ranging  from  ojlb.  to  ll|ib. ;  and 
his  son  one  of  191b.  ooz. 


The  March  number  of  the  Thames  Angling  News  is  one 
of  the  best  numbers  yet  produced,  and  the  editor  (Mr. 
F.  H.  Amphlett)  u  to  be  congratulated  on  its  progress. 


The  Greenwich  "  Smoker  "  was  a  grand  snccess. 


You  may  fish  all  day  Tuesday  on  the  Thames,  and  as 
long  as  you  can  see  at  night,  but  on  Wednesday,  March  15, 
you  must  not.  The  Lea  is  open  till  the  end  of  the  month. 
Trout  anglers  may  fish  for  trout  on  April  1  on  the 
Thames. 



The  Lychnobite's  grand  "  smoker  "  on  Saturday, 
March  25,  bids  fair  to  be  a  grand  snccess.  I  looked  in  on 
the  boys  at  a  committee  metting,  and  found  Mr.  Tom 
Pedley  (assistant  secretary),  Mr.  Gus  Cannell  (president); 
Messrs.  L.  A.  Swalthy,  C.  Townsend,  W.  J.  Povey 
(treasurer),  and  Tom  Edwards  all  under  full  pressure  of 
steam.  Mr.  West  and  Mr.  L.  Chaplais  (the  vice-chairman' 
on  the  25th)  were  working  hard  in  a  good  cause. 


This  is  from  Mr.  R.  W.  Vernon,  of  Ilfracombe  :  "  On 
Saturday  last  I  landed  a  cod  of  141b.  with  throw-out  line 
from  the  pier,  and  on  the  previous  Wednesday  one  of 
18ilb.  with  rod  and  line.  I  was  using  a  small  whiting 
he  ok,  baited  with  lug  worm.  For  twenty  minutes  he  gave 
me  as  excellent  sport  as  a  salmon  (and  I  have  killed  many 
a  salmon).  I  may  mention  that  the  fish  was  gaffed  from  a 
boat."  [Well  done,  Mr.  Vernon  !  This  is  one  of  the 
"  monsters  of  the  present  "—  ?iof  past.  Although  I  have 
not  seen  it,  it  would  appear  'twas  in  the  water.  Surely  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  Gadus  morrhua  .'J 



The  same  gentleman  sends  the  following  cffosian 

the  Plesiosaurus : 

"  Tour  youngest  daughter, '  Dragnet,'  sure  a  genins  must 
be 

Since  she  can  fell  where  creatures  live  wMeh.  nose  Bhall  - 
ever  see.  ,    •       _  J        ' .; 

For  all  these  fabled  fish,  I  wean, 
Are  in  the  brains  of  those  who  ne'er 
The  truth  have  ever  learnt  to  tell 
(In  matters  piscatorial,  I  mean  ").  '  '  ; 

[AU  right,  Mr.  Vernon.  Daisy  "  Drag  "  ia  at  home  with 
the  "flue."    She  shall  answer  you  nexb  week  if  she  is  ' 
well  enough.   Look  out !] 

Farew  ell  to  the  season  of  spinnini; 
For  pike,  now  the  season  is  o'er,  ^  '  - . 
The  spring's  joyous  season's  beginning. 
And  angling  is  over  once  more. 

The  roach  are  at  rest  for  the  spawning,    "^iSi^  & 
The  roach-pole  is  put  to  the  rout, 
Ai^d  anglers  all  sigh  for  the  dawning 
Of  April  the  First  with  the  trout. 

With  fur,  and  with  wool,  and  with  hackle. 
The  angler  prepares  for  the  iis3 
Of  the  beauties,  the  gossamer  tackle, 
That  lures  the  sagacious  and  wise. 

How  light  leaps  the  heart  of  the  lover 
Of  angling  and  nature  to  draw      ,  •jfj-JMl'' 
The  greenheart  aga-n  from  its  cov^r;*^*'^  Jlv/CiSBaC 
As  supgle  and  true  as  of  yore.  _  ,  ,^ 

Farewell  for  a  time  to  coarse  fishing, 
The  trout  time  already  is  near. 
So  here's  to  all  angliug  men,  wishing' 
"  Tight  lines  in  th"  soring  of  the  year.'' 


Me.  a.  E.  Abmstbono,  of  the  Cardiff  AS  ,  writes: 

"  A  deputation  tiom  the  Caidiff  Piscatorial  waited  upon 
the  County  Co'ipcil  a«king  that  they  erect  a  hatchery,  not 
only  for  restockiug  waters  under  tbeir  jurisdiction,  but  for 
scientific  aud  educational  purposep.  The  dtputati^n  wa^l 
introduced  by  Councillor  GerholJ,  and  your  humble  as  ' 
spokesman.  After  a  little  discussion,  the  chairman 
(Alderman  F.  J.  Bevan)  sympathised  with  us,  and  promised 
bis  suppoit.  We  have  inst  received  the  following  extracts 
from  miontes.  He. :  '  Tnat  this  committee  recommend  that 
a  fish  hatching  station  and  the  necessary  developing  tmks 
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be  erected  near  the  arch  at  the  bottom  of  the  waterfall  in 
Keath  Pirk.  At  a  members'  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Pisca- 
torial Club,  held  on  Thursday  evening,  March  2,  Mr.  F. 
Handley  read  a  most  amusing  and  instructive  paper,  on 
"  A  Day's  Fishing  off  Ilfracombe."  Mr.  T.  J.  Williams 
was  in  the  chair. 


The  201b.  pike  taken  by  Mr.  Baker  at  Broxbourne 
recently  was  reported  to  be  27  inches  in  length.  It  should 
have  I  em  37  inches.  Hon.  See.  Butt  writes  like  coppar- 
plate,  and  how  his  3's  could  be  construed  into  2's  is  a 
mystery.  Fish  sometimes  grow  after  they  leave  the  water ; 
tVey  have  also  been  known  to  diminish  slightly — but  not 
10  inches  in  two  days.  Kindly  leave  the  calculations  as 
you  find  them,  please  Mr.  Printer. 

 >  *  «  *  <  

"  Truthful  Tommy  "  tells  me  a  charming  aneedote  of 
Her  Majesty,  which  has,  at  least,  the  merit  of  being  true, 
and  at  the  same  time  shows  once  more  that  Queen  Vic- 
toria is  a  woman  first,  and  a  queen  afterwards.  It 
appears  that  a  well  known  stockbroker  spent  his  holidays 
ill  the  Isle  of  Wight,  near  Osboine.  His  two  children,  a 
boy  of  five  and  a  girl  of  seven,  were  most  anxious  to  ee) 
the  Queen,  and  were  told  by  their  father  that  if  they 
waited  at  a  certain  place  they  would  see  their  Sovereign 
pass  on  her  daily  drive.  Patiently,  diy  after  day,  these 
loyal  little  Britons  waited  ;  carriages  passed,  but  no  Queen. 
One  day,  however.  Her  Majesty  walked  by,  and  seeing 
the  children  still  in  the  place  in  which  she  had  noticed 
them  for  several  diys  when  driving,  stopped  and  spoke  to 
them.  "  Why  are  you  waiting  here,  my  dears  ?  "  was  the 
royal  query.  "  We  want  to  see  the  Queen,"  replied  the 
little  girl.  "  Well,  dear.  I  am  the  Queen,  and  now  joa 
have  seen  her."  But  this  was  too  much  for  the  sturdy 
five-year-old  boy.  "  Oh,  you  go  along,"  he  answered,  and 
then,  much  to  Her  Majesty's  amusement,  continued, 
"  The  Queen  wears  a  golden  crown,  but  you  are  an  old 
lidy  in  a  bonnet." 


'The  Quean's  lo\«  of  children  is  proverbial,  and  that 
little  chap  received  a  good  motherly  kisa  for  his  answer. 
There  is,  as  Sam  Slick  remarks,  "  a  good  deal  of  human 
nature  in  man,"  and  it  is  little  things  of  this  sort,  as 
much  as  our  inborn  respect  for  the  monarchy,  that  make 
the  toast  "  Gentlemen,  '  Her  Majesty  the  Qaeen,  God 
bless  Her '  "  very  much  more  than  an  empty  and  meaning- 
less formula. 


Messrs  Haynes  and  Sons  report  the  capture  of  a 
large  trout  on  the  Bandon  liver,  Co.  Cork.  The  "  slob," 
or  tidal  trout  was  killed  by  Mr.  James  A.  Allman,  of 
Woodlands,  Bandon,  and  was  on  view  in  Messrs.  Haynes 
and  Sons'  (fishing  tackle  makers)  window  on  Tuesday.  It 
was  a  mattnifioent  specimen  weitrhing  71b.,  length,  26in., 
girth,  14Jin. — the  largest  trout  killed  on  this  river  in  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  anglers  ;  it  was  landed  after  a  hard 
fight.  c 

I  CAN  very  strongly  recommend  any  brother  anglers 
who  are  snending  this  week  at  Southend  to  give  a  look  in 
at  the  Empire  Theatre  there.  Mr.  Fred  Marlow,  the 
popular  proprietor  of  this  pretty  play-house,  is  constantly 
and  successfully  endeavouring  to  provide  his  patrons  with 
entertainments  of  the  hiehest  class,  and  this  week  the  piece 
on  the  boards  is  "The  Second  Mrs.  Tanqueray." 
Thoroughly  well  staged  and  most  admirably  acted,  it  is 
well  up  to  West-end  standard  1  Mies  Lucy  Wilson's 
impersonation  of  Paula,  "  the  woman  with  a  past," 
which,  under  adverse  circumstances,  she  is  trying  to 
redeem,  is  an  intellectual  treat,  every  gesture,  every 
inflection  of  voice,  proclaims  her  to  be  a  lady  of  excep- 
tional histrionic  ability,  and  from  first  to  last  she  carried 
her  audience  with  her;  the  other  members  of  the  cast 
loyally  and  ably  back  up  Miss  Wilson  in  this  altogether 
a4mirable  piece. 

 >  »»♦ <  

Says  William  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  in  the  Man 
of  the  World,  "  The  new  tickets  for  the  Lark  Angling 
Society  can  now  be  obtained,  and  if  any  intending  anglers 
wish  to  try  the  pretty  Lark  stream  in  Suffolk,  and  they 
send  me  postal  order  for  five  shillings,  I  will,  by  return, 
send  them  a  ticket  for  a  year." 


On  Monday,  March  20,  the  fourth  annual  dinner  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Sun 
Hotel,  Kingston,  at  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  A.  W.  Homersham, 
J. P.,  president  cf  the  society,  will  preside,  and  the 
committee  have  sent  me  a  kind  letter,  inviting  me  to  attend. 
The  roEch  competition  on  the  Thames,  held  on  March  5 
and  (;,  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  W.  A.  Smelt,  first;  Mr. 
F.  11.  Amphlett,  second.  I  understand  that  these  two 
members  were  out  with  Keen,  of  Datchet,  and  had  341b.  of 
very  fine  roach,  and  five  perch. 


So  far  as  the  Thames  and  Lea  are  concerned,  pike  and 
perch  fishing  i*  prohibited  after  Tuesday,  March  11,  but 
there  is  no  clofe  time  on  many  of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
rivpra.  For  instance,  Mr.  Loftus  Lambert,  of  the 
CamVjridge  StO'-'S,  Northgate-strcot,  Bccc'ef,  Suffolk, 
says  that  "  the  liver  Waveney  is  now  teeming  with  pike, 
and  many  very  fine  fish  have  been  tjiken  during  the  last 
fortnight.  This  house  is  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
Charley  Ward  (sime  address)  will,  on  receipt  of  a  post- 
card, have  boats  and  bai's  in  readiness." 

>  *  I  »  < 

TiiKN,  on  the  hack  of  that  smart  angler's  business  card 
(George  Applegate,  jan..  Rose  Cottage,  Potter  Ileigham) 
is  written  the  following ;  "  Thomas  Herbert  Jeffryes,  of 
Upper  Clapton,  fishing  on  Potter  Hexham  on  March  1, 
took  eleven  pike  and  lost  three.    Heavjest  fieh,  14Jlb." 


"  A  STRANGE  incident  occurred  on  Saturday,"  says  th« 
Daily  Mail,  "at  Duddingston  Looh,  Midlothian,  A 
number  of  anglers  observed  an  animal  swimming  in  the 
loch,  and  thinking  it  was  an  otter,  several  casts  were  made. 
The  animal  was  eventually  hooked  and  landed  ;  but  the 
surprise  of  the  company  was  considerable  when  they  dis- 
covered their  citch  to  be  a  hare  .'  "  [I  have  read  some- 
where of  the  halt  of  Midlothian,  but  the  hare — well, 
hardly  ever.] 

 >♦♦■»<  

"I  HAVE,"  says  the  editor  of  the  "Thames  Angling 
News,"  "  to  congratulate  Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi,  of  Teddington, 
upon  the  capture  of  a  pike  which  weighed  231b.  14oz.  two 
and  a  half  hours  after  it  was  landed.  The  length  of  the 
fish  (a  picture  of  which  is  here  given)  was  42in.,  and  the 
girth  25in.  The  measurement  from  the  eye  to  the  fork  of 
the  tail  was  34in.,  length  of  head  Uin.,  and  girth  at  the 
wrist  of  the  tail  7f  in. 


"  The  fish  was  caught  in  private  water  when  Mr. 
Sinibaldi  was  spinning  with  a  spoon  bait,  the  line  being  a 
No.  4  barbel  line.  The  fish  gave  some  grand  sport  for 
thirty-five  minutes,  and  upon  examination  of  the  inside  of 
the  mouth  after  the  pike  was  landed,  the  tail  of  a  fish  was 
noticed  protruding  from  the  throat.  It  proved  tn  be  a 
crucian  carp  of  lib.  4oz.,  partly  digested.  The  K.P.S. 
club  weight  is  registered  ns  231b.  6oz.  The  above  photo- 
ataph  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Clarke,  '  B.aversfield,' 
'Teddington,  and  depicts  the  fish  hung  up  by  the  gaff. 


"  The  other  Monday  I  viBit«d  Henley  in  senrch  of  perch 
and  pike.  Whilst  waiting  at  Woatbrmrne  Park  etation  for 
the  train,  I  got  into  conversatio  i  with  an  old  man  who 
walked  about  with  the  help  of  a  stick.  When  I  said  I  was 
going  up  the  Thames  fishing,  his  eyes,  already  rather  dim, 
sparkled.  No  doubt  it  reminded  him  of  days  long  gone 
by,  for  the  person  was  no  other  than  J.  Wilder,  the  ex- 
professional  fisherman.  He  said  he  was  now  eighty-seven 
years  of  age,  ho  was  born  at  Bray,  and  he  had  fished  the 
Thames  all  his  life.   Harry  Wilder,  the  boat  bunder  at 


Maidenhead,  is  his  younger  brother.  Speaking  of  Thamea 
trouting  J.  Wilder  said  :  '  As  a  rule  I  did  not  dream  of 
commencing  trout  fishing  until  May,  and  I  have' 
taken  nine  trout  in  one  day  fiabing  from  Bray 
point,  down  to  the  top  of  Hamilton  Byot.  Seventy 
years  ago,'  he  continued,  '  I  caught  a  salmon  off  201b.  off 
Monkey  Island.  I  caught  him  off  the  bank  opposite  the 
Temple  ;  and  I  got  a  jack  of  271b.  at  Clevedon  Springs, 
In  the  same  year  I  captured  a  sturgeon  of  1651b.  in  thei 
Lock  Pool  at  Boulter's,'  I  couldn't  swallow  that  sturgeon, 
so  further  cross-questioned  him.  but  he  averred  that  the 
truth  it  was,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  respect  old 
age,  especially  in  an  angler,  and  so  further  comment  ia 
needless.  In  fact,  I  cannot  recollect  the  incidents  thats 
occurred  on  the  Thames  seventy  years  ago,  so  cannot  dis- 
pute the  matter.  I  was  rather  sorry  that  the  train  came 
in  then,  because  J.  Wilder's  professional  experiences  were 
cut  short. 


"  AERiVEDat  Henley  my  friend  Mr.lA.  B,  Hobbs  greeted 
me  at  the  station,  and  said  that  the  river  was  still  a  little 
over  the  banks.  The  boat  was  in  readiness  and  we  were 
towed  up  to  the  first  lock,  and  fished  the  bait  spots  coming 
back.  Result :  five  jack  and  thirty  perch.  _We  had  a 
'  run  '  from  a  sturgeon,  as  we  thought,  but  it  was  not. 
Had  it  been,  we  should,  of  course,  have  sent  it  to  Windsor 
Castle.  On  our  return  Mrs.  Hobbs  had  ready  for  us  a 
warm  cosy  fire,  a  cup  of  delicious  tea,  &o.,  to  which  thi 
two  half  famithsd  anglers  did  ample  justice.  I  had 
scarcaly  time  to  see  all  the  angling  trophies  of  friend  Hobbs, 
for  the  train  waits  not  even  for  anglers,  but  what  I  did  see 
proved  that  my  friend  is  one  of  the  most  proficient  of 
Thames  fishermen." 

 >»♦■»<  ■ 

The  Piscatorial  Society's  annual  dmner  wiU  be  on 
Monday,  March  80.   

The  Kingston  Piscatorials  will  dine  on  March  20. 

The  Central  Association  of  London  angling  clubs 
announce  a  smoking  concert  for  March  20. 

The  Stockwell  anglers  (combined  with  the  Holland 
Athletics)  will  gave  a  grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.,  on  March  20.   

The'  Prince  of  Wales'  anglers  have  arranged  a  visit  for 
March  20.   

The  St.  Albans  anglers  have  managed  to  fix  the  date 
of  their  South  London  visit  for  March  20. 

Mt  landlord  has  fixed  March  25  to  pay  me  a  vbit  to 
"  Drag  Mansion."    Guess  I  shall  be  engaged  that  day. 

The  Stockwell  A.S.  hold  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  funda 
of  the  A.B.8.  cn  March  20. 

"  I  say,  cabbie,  I  don't  want  you  to  '  loiter,'  but  can 
you  t  ake  m  e  by  the  hour  ?  "  "  Take  yer  by  the  ear,  sir  !  " 
"Right!  First  drive  me  to  the  Holbom  Restaurant; 
then  to  Kingston-on-Thames  ;  back  to  Maiden  Lane ;  on 
to  the  Gresham  Hall,  Brixton  ;  then  to  the  Edgware-road ; 
from  thereto  the  Rising  Sun,  Lambeth  ;  then—"  "  All 
right,  sir,  jump  in,  I'll  'ave  a  try  ]  Shall  only  'av  to 
change  'orses  three  times ! " 


One  of  the  curious  effects  of  the  recent  terrible 
explosion  at  Toulon  was  to  bring  on  a  shower  of  rain. 
This  conveys  a  lesson  to  us  anglers.  Last  year  we  were 
all  crying  out  for  rain.  If  that  erratic  official,  the  clerk 
of  the  weather,  serves  us  the  same  trick  this  year  that  he 
did  last,  and  keeps  the  rivers  low,  and  spoils  angling,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  set  light  to  forty  tons  of  gunpowder  to 
upset  his  plans-  Now,  having  told  you,  I  will  beg  that  any 
reader  who  takes  my  tip  will  try  the  experiment  at  a  safe 
and  convenient  distance  from  Fetter-lane  and  "  Brag 
Mansions  " — say  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 


"  Poor  France  !  "  I  wonder  how  many  times  I  have 
heard  that  expression  used  during  the  last  few  months. 
Truly,  her  troubles  come  not  "in  single  spies,  but  in 
battallions."  Secure  in  our  little  island  home  we  can 
afford  to  smile  at  her  "pin  pricks,"  and  grieve  with  her 
in  her  sorrows.  Of  course,  there  is  a  few,  and  a  nois^  and 
demonstrative  few,  who  scream  about ' '  perfidious  Albion,"  " 
and  nonsense  of  that  kind,  but  that  the  two  peoples  have 
in  their  innermost  hearts  a  deeply  rooted  respect,  aye, 
and  affection,  for  each  other  is  beyond  a  doubt,  and  on 
both  sides  of  the  Channel  there  is  too  much  good  sense  to 
allow  another  war  between  us.  No,  Madame  La  France, 
it  takes  two  to  make  a  quarrel  et  pour  nous  nous  ne 
sommer  pas  having  any.  Politics  are  barred  in  the 
Fishing  Qazette,  or  I  should  like  to  say  a  great  deal  more. 


Talking  about  France  gives  me  an  opportunity  of 
answering  a  question  that  has  frequently  been  put  to  me : 
"  Where  were  you  born,  Drag  ?  "  All  the  world  knows 
that  a  whole  crowd  of  ciMes  competed  for  the  honour  of 
being  the  birthplace  of  Homer  after  his  death.  (They 
didn't  care  much  for  the  poet  during  his  lifetime,  by  the 
way)  But  in  order  to  set  at  rest  ary  questions  which 
may  arise  after  my  toes  are  turn* d  up  to  the  daisies,  I 
now  place  on  record  the  hihtorical  f»ct  that  I  was  born  in 
the  Department  of  the  Seine  ("Truthful  Tommy" 
suggests  I  mean  the  department  of  the  in  seine,  but 
that  is  both  impolite  and  incorrect).  Although  I  am 
English  to  the  backbone,  it  was  the  City  of  Paris  ("  Gay 
Paree,  dontcherknow  ")  which  had  the  honour,  an  honour 
I  fear  the  gay  city  does  npt  sufficiently  appreciate,  of  being 
the  birthplace  of  DbagneTi 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
ExKLi,  prououBced  and  undisguised,  permeated  the 
meeting  on  Monday  night.  For  some  unacsountable  reaaon 
a  spirit  of  unrest  and  boredom  seemed  to  have  taken  pos- 
session of  the  members.  It  may  be  that  the  bad  results  of 
the  closing  weeks  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  had  somewhat 
damped  the  ardour  of  those  who  are  not  averse  to  courting 
the  gamesome  roach,  portly  chub,  or  greedy  pike,  or  the  all 
superfluous  energy  was  being  thoughtfully  held  back  for 
the  annual  dinner,  which  is  announced  for  Monday,  the 
20th  inst.  In  this  latter  connection  I  may  ba  pardoned  a 
momentary  digression,  to  state  that  Mr.  C.  Butler  has 
most  kindly  consented  to  preside,  and  that  the  genial 
member,  Mr.  W.  Thomas  will  support  him  In  the  vice- 
chair.  Such  well-known  anglers  as  Messrs.  E.  C.  BlnndeU, 
R.  E.  Booker,  N.  Campbell,  F.  Ward,  and  H.  Harden, 
with  the  respected  hon.  treasurer  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  have 
each  promised  to  take  the  head  of  the  table.  The  presence 
of  the  last  named  gentleman,  however,  is  contingent  upon 
his  being  allowed  out  of  the  house,  as  he  has  not  yet 
received  a  "  clean  bill  of  health  "  from  his  medical  adviser. 
It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  he  may  be  well  enough  to  be 
amongst  the  goodly  company,  as  he  wiU  be  much  missed 
should  he  unfortunately  not  be  permitted  to  grace 
the  proceedings  by  his  ever  welcome  presence.  But 
to  return  to  my  "muttons."  There  was  no  angling 
experiences  of  note  to  record,  save  and  except  the  good 
fortune  of  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy,  who  had  creeled 
three  barbel,  each  weighing  3lb.  8oz.,  together  with  a  31b. 
chub,  in  private  water  on  the  Colne.  He  hooked  altogether 
six  fish,  but  landed  only  the  three  aforementioned.  The 
fish  were  as  fat  as  butter,  and  took  gentles.  There  was  a 
hard  frost  overnight,  which  put  the  roach  completely  off 
the  feed,  and  the  taking  of  barbel  under  such  conditions 
of  weather,  and  at  this  time  of  year  too,  ia  somewhat 
remarkable.  I  ought  to  have  stated  at  the  outset  that 
Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  took  the  chair,  but  Mas  cole  tarde 
que  niinca  !  Shortly  after  the  meeting  commenced  Mr. 
J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf ,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Brunton,  read  a 
short  unannounced  paper,  written  by  the  doctor  himself, 
on  the  society's  new  water  at  Uxbridge,  The  resume  was 
most  amusing  and  entertaining,  and  was  delivered  in  an 
inimitable  manner  by  the  worthy  hon.  librarian.  It  dealt 
with  the  capabilities  of  the  fishery  many  years  ago,  and 
waa  a  pleasing  contribution,  take  it  all  in  all.  It  was 
announced  that  it  had  been  decided  to  open  trout  fishing 
on  the  Ver,  Moor  stream,  and  Kennet  (and  possibly  on 
the  Cxbridge  water,  too)  on  March  31,  and  members  will 
be  duly  informed  of  this  by  post  card.  On  Monday  next 
Mr.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley  will  read  a  paper  on  "Chub 
Fishing."  The  subject  will  be  treated  in  Mr.  Wheeley's 
well  known  style,  and  is  sure  to  be  instructive,  interesting, 
and  entertaining.  M.  6.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon- 
street  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  March  8,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilcccks 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  Yardley  reported  fair  sport  from  South- 
end, taking  off  the  Low  Way  Buoy  five  and  a  half  score  of 
good  dabs.  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  read  his  paper  on 
"  Lobsters,  Crabs,  and  Shrimps."  The  lecturer,  after  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  position  of  these  organisms  in  the 
animal  kingdom,  went  on  to  deal  severally  with  the 
different  forms,  showinjf  tha'  they  belonged  to  three 
divisions— firstly,  those  with  big  tails,  the  lobster  division  ; 
secondly,  the  short  tails,  such  as  the  crabs  ;  and  thirdly, 
the  crooked  tails,  such  as  the  hermit  crabs.  The  first 
group  includes  some  well  known  forms,  such  as  the  lobster, 
the  crayfish,  the  true  prawn,  the  red  and  the  brown 
shrimp.  The  second  group  comprises  the  edible  crab,  the 
green  crab,  the  spider-crabs,  and  the  land  crabs.  The 
third  group  ia  best  known  by  the  hermit  or  soldier  crab, 
inhabiting  the  shells  of  well-known  molluscs.  The  soldier 
crab  has  one  nipper  large  and  the  other  small,  and  two 
pairs  of  legs  upon  which  he  walks.  An  interesting  account 
was  given  of  the  Lernea,  a  pirasitic  craataoean  common 
on  the  sprat,  which  at  night  is  strongly  phosphorescent, 
and  ia  called  by  fisherman  "  the  lantern  of  the  sprat. 
The  method  by  which  the  crustaceans  change  their  shells 
was  fully  explained.  The  lecturer  then  touched  briefly  on 
the  method  of  capturing  lobsters  by  the  pot,  and  also 
described  an  interesting  method  of  capturing  lobsters  by 
the  hacd,  the  question  of  the  wandering  of  lobsters,  and 

f[ave  an  interesting  experience  of  the  capture  of  marked 
obsters  eight  miles  from  the  situation  where  they  were 
released.    Regarding  the  Norway  lobster,  or,  as  it  is  com- 
monly called,  the  Dublin  prawn,  was  then  described,  and  the 
fresh  water  crayfish  was  mentioned.    The  true  prawn  was 
spoken  of,  and  the  methods  of  capture  were  briefly  dealt  with. 
The  ring  net  method  was  specially  mentioned.  The 
brown    shrimp  was    mentioned — sometimes  called  the 
Siouthend  shrimp,  but  usually  more  Dutch  than  Southend, 
and  attention  was  drawn  to  the  liking  this  form  has  for 
situations  where  fresh  water  enUiTi  the  sea.    The  lecturer 
showed  a  very  fine  specimen  of  an  Australian  prawn,  and 
drew  attention  to  the  record  price  for  prawns  in  the 
Jubilee  year,  1.53.  a  pound.    The  bett  method  of  boiling 
Bbrimfjs  was  described.    Speaking  on  the  subject  of  crabs, 
several  int<;re!!ting  methods  of  capture  were  described, 
and  the  edible  qualities  of  one  of  the  swimming  crabs — 
velvet  or  Spanish  crab  —  were  highly  commended, 
.'her  little  known  crab,  the  Cranque  (French),  some- 
called  the  king  crab,  or  shellywink,  was  recom- 
Jed  as  a  fowl,  ar.d  September  was  recommended  aa 
-est  month  for  capture.    An  excellent  soup  was  also 
'  amended  aa  being  made  of  the  oommon  green  crab, 
/reat  use  aa  bait  waa  pointed  out.   The  use  of  crabs  in 
■ioft  dtate  aa  food  in  the  United  States  wa«  also  touched 
'p  jD.    Speaking  of  the  hermit  crabs,  the  lecturer  pointed 
'mt  that  these  crustaceans  migrate  from  one  shell  to 


another  as  they  grow  larger  ;  their  use  as  bait  was  also 
described.  As  a  conclusion  a  few  words  were  then  given 
on  the  immature  stages,  when  the  free-swimming  larvse 
and  intermediate  forms  were  described.  An  interesting 
discussion  took  place  in  which  Messrs.  Taylor,  Rash, 
Eldred,  the  chairman,  and  the  hon.  see.  took  part.  The 
chairman  in  thanking  the  lecturer,  mentioned  that  in 
lobster-pots,  conger  eeh  were  frequently  and  occasionally 
also  the  bass.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  by 
acclamation.  The  chairman  drew  attention  to  the  subject 
of  bait  for  bass-fishing  at  Shoreham  ;  he  pointed  out  that 
live  sand-eel  could  be  obtained  from  the  whitebait  netem in 
at  the  station,  and  very  fine  bass  could  be  captured  there 
with  this  bait.  He  brought  up  two  models  and  exhibited 
the  method  of  baiting.  An  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec.) 


i^otesi  from  ti)e  i^orti). 


The  salmon  netting  season  on  the  North-East  and 
North  Coasts  of  Scotland  has  been  anything  but  a  pro- 
ductive one  as  yet.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  Not  for 
twenty  years  has  there  been  such  a  combination  of  adverse 
conditions — easterly  winds,  frosty  nights,  too  bright  sun- 
shine, excessively  high  tides,  and  in  the  rivers  excessive 
drought.  That  supplies  should  even  continue  to  be  what 
they  are,  meagre  enough  though  these  may  be,  shows  that 
given  fair  average  weather  and  *;he  results  would  soon 
mount  up.   

Salmon  have  been  clean  off  the  rise  for  a  fortnight  or  so 
past,  and  only  at  occasionally  favourable  opportunities  has 
anything  like  good  sport  been  had.  With  settled  or  even 
moist  weather  matters  would  be  more  brisk,  but  meantime 
the  rivers  and  streams  are  down  to  summer  level. 


A  fish  of  42rb.  was  got  in  the  Tay  estuary  nets  last 
week.  This  is  the  top  weight  of  the  season  as  yet.  The 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  have  had  two,  of  361b. 
and  321b.  respectively,  as  their  top  weights. 


The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  Huntly  fishings 
do  not  open  till  April  1.  They  used  to  be  free,  but  a 
small  charge  is  this  year  to  be  imposed  for  watching 
purposes.    The  prospects  are  said  to  be  good. 


The  usual  trout  flies,  but  of  the  biggest  sizes,  are  the 
most  acceptable  finnoch  (sea-trout)  lures  in  the  early 
months  of  March  and  April.  With  a  favouring  breeze, 
and  a  cloudy  day,  there  is  no  more  fascinating  sport  than 
covering  a  few  miles  of  finnoch  water.  Fresh  weather  is 
also  a  desideratum,  but  as  yet  such  has  been  a  minus 
quantity. 

The  Brora  has  been  forging  ahead  during  the  past  few 
years  as  an  early  salmon  river,  quite  eclipsing  its  neigh- 
bour the  Helmsdale.  This  season,  however,  owing  to  the 
prevailing  calms  and  frosts,  the  two  chief  lessees,  Major 
Burnell  Smith  and  Mr.  McCorkdale,  have  only  creeled 
eleven  and  fifteen  fish  respectively.  The  best  day  yielded 
five  fish.   


The  famous  Glentaua  Dee  waters  are  not  yet  at  their 
best.  Colonel  Brickman  had  three  on  Wednesday  of  141b., 
141b.,  and  131b.,  but  six,  seven,  and  eight  will  more  likely 
be  the  order  of  the  day  when  once  the  pools  get  stocked. 


A  mixture  of  very  small  salmon  has  been  met  with  on 
the  Dee  this  season,  4 Jib.,  51b.,  and  5 Jib.,  alongside  com- 
paratively heavy  weights  of  181b.  and  201b.  On  Aboyne 
water  last  week  Mr.  Crawahay  had  three  of  51b.  ;  while 
Mr.  Sharp,  on  the  same  section,  had  one  of  20lb.  the  same 
day  out.  The  same  unequal  weights  are  being  met  with 
on  the  Tweed.   


On  Her  Majesty's  Birkhall  waters,  Mr.  Lundie,  one  of 
the  royal  keepers  had  a  fine  fish  of  12lb.  on  Tuesday  last, 
which  was  despatched  to  Osborne. 

Sir  John  Gladstone  had  twenty-one  fish  in  four  days  on 
the  Gommonty  and  Woodend  sections,  averaging  from  71b. 
to  8lb.   


The  steam  trawler.  Sea  Eagle,  brought  into  Aberdeen 
last  week  eleven  specimens  of  the  sea  ape,  or  rabbit  fish, 
which  is  usually  only  found  within  the  Arctic  circle,  and 
seldom  so  near  the  coast.  The  fish  are  being  set  up  for 
museum  purposes.   

The  Duke  of  Portland  is  due  at  Invergarry  for  his 
spring  season  on  the  Garry.  The  prospects  are  said  to  be 
fairly  good,  with  open  weather.  Gen,  Hume,  Col. 
Frier,  and  some  others  have  been  out  on  the  Naver  for 
some  days,  but  sport  has  seldom  been  so  poor. 

Lord  Kyllachie  has  remitted  to  Mr.  Manners,  C.E., 
Inverness,  and  Dr.  Readman,  chemist,  Edinburgh,  to 
inspect  and  report  upon  the  remedial  operations  being 
carried  out  in  connection  with  the  Spey  pollution  case  at 
the  Macallan  Distillery  to  prevent  pollution  of  the  Spey 
by  the  discharge  of  waste  products. 


The  Don  District  Fishery  Board,  and  certain  proprietors 
of  fishings  on  the  river,  are  to  oppose  the  Aberdeen 
Corporation  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  as  it  excludes 
from  the  sewer  proposed  to  be  constructed  the  refuse  of 
the  mills.  In  short,  it  fails  to  deal  with  the  most  serious 
and  acute  source  of  the  pollution  of  the  river.  Nothing 


less  than  a  conjoint  scheme  between  the  town  and  county 
councils  can  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  cate. 


The  erection  of  a  new  bridge  over  the  Spey,  at  Boat  of 
Garten,  has  now  assumed  practical  shape,  and  the  masons 
are  busy  with  the  abutments.  It  will  ba  a  veritable  boon 
to  the  tourist,  angler,  and  cyclist,  and  will  be  ready  before 
the  tourist  season  sets  in. 


The  fine  new  hotel  at  Cruden  Bay,  built  by  the  Great 
North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company,  and  the  finest  of  its 
kind  in  the  kingdom,  was  formally  opened  on  Wednesday. 
Golf  is  the  chief  attraction  in  the  sporting  line  in  the 
meantime ;  and  a  grand  tournament  is  on  the  <a/n's  for 
April  14  and  15,  when  £120  is  to  be  offered  in  prize 
money.  Visitors  will  not  be  long  in  discovering  the  fine 
attractions  in  the  bay,  where  fish  of  all  kinds  abound. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iptovincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
last,  March  2nd.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  H. 
Miller  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended,  only  one  member  being  absent.  The  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  after  which 
the  report  of  the  dinner  committee  waa  given.  This  went 
to  show  that  the  tickets  retained  were  larger  than  in  any 
previous  year,  and  that  one  of  the  largest  number  of 
delegates  that  ever  sat  down  to  our  annual  dinner  is 
expected.  Tickets  have  been  sent  out  to  our  leading  rail- 
way officials  who  have  intimated  that  they  intend  to  be 
present  upon  this  occasion.  Messrs.  Holding  and  Bagley 
gave  in  their  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Princess  of  Wales 
club.  The  report  went  to  show  that  the  club  oidy  had 
sixteen  members  who  were  not  connected  with  any  other 
society,  and  it  was  resolved  not  to  admit  them  until 
they  had  the  required  number,  namely  twenty- 
five  members.  Messrs.  Rabone  and  Hughes  gave 
in  their  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Salmon  Society,  which 
is  held  at  the  Salmon  Inn,  Severn-street.  The  report  was 
in  every  way  satisfactory,  and  as  no  opposition  was  offered 
to  the  club's  affiliation,  they  were  admitted.  Messrs, 
Rabone  and  Hughes  also  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to 
the  Erdington  Club,  which  is  held  at  the  King's  Arms 
Inn,  Erdington.  The  report  was  aU  that  could  be  desired, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  club  was  accepted.  Messrs. 
Holding  and  Gumbley  visited  a  new  club  at  the  Vine  Inn, 
Newtown,  but  owing  to  the  Queen's  Arms  Society  not 
having  been  consulted  in  the  matter,  the  application  was 
allowed  to  stand  over.  The  question  of  the  association 
renting  water  for  the  members  in  the  Defford  district  was 
re-opened,  when,  after  the  matter  had  been  discussed,  it 
was  resolved  to  rent  the  water,  providing  it  could 
be  taken  direct  from  Lord  Coventry.  With  this  in 
view,  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  take  the  matter 
in  hand,  and  report  to  the  next  committee  meeting. 
For  some  time  past  the  general  secretary  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  acting  upon  instructions  from  the 
committee,  has  been  in  communication  with  the  general 
manager  of  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  Company,  with  a 
view  of  getting  a  proper  close  time  for  the  canal.  And  I 
am  pleased  to  say  that  he  has  succeeded,  as  the  close 
time  now  will  be  from  March  15  to  June  15.  Another 
2000  perch  have  been  put  into  the  canal,  and  none  of  these 
fish  under  7in.  in  length  wLU  be  allowed  to  be  taken.  The 
Anglers'  Pride  Society  held  a  concert  on  Tuesday  evening 
last  at  their  clubhouse,  the  Royal  Oak,  Barr-street,  in  aid 
of  a  fund  for  the  purchasing  of  a  silver  challenge  cup.  A 
first-class  programme  waa  provided,  which  was  greatly 
appreciated  by  a  large  audience.  The  concert  was  a 
decided  success,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  the  committee 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  conducted  the  arrangements. 
The  Camden  hold  their  annual  soiree  at  the  Camden- 
street  Board  Schools  on  Saturday,  March  18,  the  proceeds 
from  which  are  to  go  towards  augmenting  their  prize  fund. 
The  Vine  Unity  hold  their  special  concerts  for  the  same 
purpose  at  their  clubhouse  on  March  21  and  28  next. 
Snow  and  rain  fell  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  but  it  did 
not  deter  our  members  from  turning  out,  some  of  whom 
had  some  very  decent  sport  amongst  the  chub  and  pike,  the 
best  fish  coming  from  the  Trent. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  has  been  nothing  this  week  to  disturb  the 
equanimity  of  anglers,  and  a  most  successful  week's  sport 
has  resulted.  Pike  fishing  continues  to  attract  by  far  the 
greater  share  of  attention,  and  on  most  waters  some 
splendid  fish  have  been  captured.  The  Welland  is  now 
being  fished  with  very  satisfactory  results,  but  the  best 
sport  has  probably  been  had  on  the  Witham,  where 
specimens  weighing  up  to  111b.  have  been  captured.  Most 
of  the  visitors  have  disported  themselves  on  the  lengths 
between  Kirkstead  and  Boston,  and  as  many  as  four  and 
five  brace  of  fish  have  been  grassed  by  individual  rods  in  a 
single  day.  Amongst  bags  for  enumeration  may  be 
mentioned  421b.  (four  and  a  half  brace),  3"|lb.  (four 
brace),  341b.  (three  and  a  half  brace),  and  29lb.  (three  and 
a  half  brace).  A  brace,  taken  from  the  Forty-foot  on 
Monday,  turned  the  scale  at  13 Jib.,  the  best  weighing 
S^lb.  Roach  fishing  also  continues  to  afford  excellent 
sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  coarse  fish  season  in  this  district  draws  to  a  close  on 
Tuesday,  and,  so  far  as  the  river  HuU  is  concerned,  it  has 
been  a  very  good  one,  especially  for  specimen  fish,  for  the 
capture  of  roach  scaling  from  lib.  to  about  l|lb.  each  have 
been  of  weekly  occurrence  all  throughout  the  season. 
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FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GltEZriiYOlT,  PERTHSHIBE. 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 

This  new  First-class  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  Ushine  on  the  Eirer 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  15.  Trout  fishing  free.  Posting. 
Post  and  Telegraph  OlBce  two  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  MACPHAIL,  Proprietor. 

SALMON  FISHING 


LOOS 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel. 
FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-decorated  and  most  Comforlablv  Re-furnished 
throughout.    Electric  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
OTerlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate  S.  TILSTON.  Proprietor 

Good  Spring  Salmon  Fishing. 

BOATS  TO  LET  ON  LOCH  TAY. 

Visitors  Fishing  on   River  Lyon  Free. 

Apply  W.  Knight,  Hotel,  Kenmore, 
Perthshire. 


SPRING  SEA  TROUT 
FISHING. 

Tinder  the  Distinguished  Patronage  of  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Siam,  ^c,  and  the 
Nohility  and  Gentry. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

YTHAN,  reckoned  one  of  the  best  sea  trout 
rivers  in  Scotland,  five  minutes'  walk 
from  hotel,  fished  from  bank  and  boat ;  ex- 
perienced gillies  ;  tariff  moderate ;  fine  golf 
course  In  close  proximity ;  accommodation 
limited;  communicate  early.    Particulars  from 

J.  RITCHIE,  Proprietor. 

Telegrams  ;  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire." 

SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL.— Superb  and  extensive  addi- 
tions since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
8ALM0  FEHOX  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  FlHhinjr  Grounds.  MagTiiflcent  views  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMALLTHOTEIi.  GLENORCHY.  under theeame 
management.  — Guests  have  nine  miles  FREE 
SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHT.    Parties  vciring  to  ascer- 
ain  ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  FRASER.  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KIIiIjAIjOS.  ibsland. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon. 
GrllHe,  and  Trout  FlehinK  In  free  and  preserved 
naterH,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station ;  also  as  to 
•  coommodatlon  and  board  In  private  cottajfe  close  to 
river.  Exp<;nHeH,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  8.  J.  Hurley,  Klllaloe 
Co,  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  aeaAon  on 
lake  commenceH  abont  last  week  Id  May,  when  the  blp 
bront  are  about  In  thousands. 

CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 
The  Mague,  Oomogne,  Morning  St&r  and  Laby, 
Lough  Our,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TWBNTY  mllw  of  the  beHt  froe  Salmon  and  Trout 
flwhlnff  Id  Ireland  to  be  Kot  on  the  above  rlverH. 
The  lakcH  are  tftenilnp  with  coarne  flHh— Pike, 
Roach,  and  F'orch — and  are  aUo  free.  OROOM  HOTEL, 
which  1h  now  one  of  the  prettleat  and  bent  laid  out  In 
he  country,  with  aanltAry  arranKeinentfl  perfect,  Ifl 
built  on  tlie  Ma^e.  and  standa  central  to  all  the  othera, 
ylz..  Comoirue  (half  mile),  Mornlnx  star  (four  mllea), 
Luby  (aeven  mllea),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile),  L,ou(;b 
Our  (five  miles).  Cars  are  Hupplied  at  the  hotel  at 
■peclal  low  ntM.  Boath  Fkke.  Tariff  very  moderate. 
 T.  n.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FEEE  SALMON,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Ohar 
FISUINQ  on  four  Loughs— Conn,  Oullon, 
Deirymannln.and  Lough  Allele.  Board  and 
lodgingR,  with  boat  and  two  men,  .C4  per  week; 
and  two  gentlemen  llBhing  from  the  one  boat, 
£.')  t)H.  each  per  week ;  that  Includes  boatmen's 
luncboon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men.— Apply  to  the  proprietor,  T.  Olahkk. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

THIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
In  the  heart  of  Bob  Hoy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Olan  Qregor  being 
in  close  proximity,  and  as  a  Ashing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine, 
Loch  Ohon,  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  experienced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Oallander  and 
Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or 
by  Aberf oyle  and  Troisachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  ooaobes  and 
nteamer*  by  these  rontea  daring  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  ofBce  in  hotel. 

DOirAZ.D  FEBGTJSON,  Proprietor. 


ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGART  (Co,  DONEGAL), 

THIS  Hotel,  built  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrlm,  Is  situated  on  the  EossguU  Peninsula, 
midway  between  Sheephaven  and  Muh-oy  Bay.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  find  supenor 
accommodation  at  the  above  Hotel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing,  and 
public  rooms.  Salmon  Ashing  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagh  Blvers,  is 
free  to  Hotel  visitors  from  Feb.  15  to  end  of  July.  Salmon  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel.  1!  ree 
access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate  for  white  and  brown  trout  fishing.  No 
charge  for  boats.  Excellent  sea  bathing.  Golf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circmt  of  3^  mUes,  encircle 
the  Hotel.    For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager^  


FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Commencing  :  Salmon,  February  ;  Trout,  March. 

GENTLEMEN  staying  at  the  FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL, 
SOUTH  WALES,  have  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Teifi  for  Salmon 
and  Trout  (large)  fishing,  strictly  reserved.  Also  about  ten  miles  of  other  trout 
fishing  can  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood.  Splendid  scenery.  Fourteen  miles  from  the 
sea.    Vide,  "Across  England  in  a  Dogcart,"  pp.  280.      A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LAKEJSAYRNWY. 

Splendid  trout  fishing  in  the  lake  and  rivers;  fish  average 
fib.,  and  give  grand  sport.  Easy  of  access.  Every  comfort 
and  luxury  provided  in  the  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady 
boatmen.  Splendid  cycle  track  (twelve  miles).  Bracing 
climate,  and  magnificent  scenery.  Season  begins  on 
March  1.  First-class  Grouse  Moors  and  Rough  Shootings 
to  Let.    Railway  station,  Llanfyllin. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address.:  "LAKE  YYRNWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY." 


LOU&HS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 

FBEE  SALMON,  OHAB,  TBODT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING.— Subscriber  begs  to  Intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  In  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Oullin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  tront  fishing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modem  system.  Terms — 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £3  10s 
per  week.  Subscriber  begs  to  announce  that  he 
has  now  secured  the  Eight  of  2000  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par- 
tlcnlars  »wly  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Hbalt,  Thf 
Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Fozford,  oo.  Mayo 
Ireland. 


ROSSES  WHITE  AND  BROWN  TROUT 
FISHERY. 

CroUy  and  loughanure  Salmon  Fishery. 

HAVING  obtained  a  lease  of  above  excellent 
SALMON  FISHERY,  and  the  sole  rights 
of  Ashing,  anglers  can  now  fish  the  CroUy  and 
Loughanure.  Splendid  salmon  and  sea  trout 
Ashing  can  be  had  on  the  CroUy  and  Owenatorr 
rivers  as  well  as  on  Loughanure  lake,  three  miles 
in  length,  and  three  miles  from  Dungloe.  There 
are  over  100  lakes  in  the  Bosses  Fishery  alone,  with 
about  twenty  boats  and  first  class  gillies.  Sea 
trout  run  to  61b.  and  brown  trout  to  4Ib.  Large 
numbers  of  Loch  Leven  and  Rainbow  trout  turned 
out  of  hatchery  every  season.  Dungloe,  In  the 
Highlands  of  Donegal,  is  centre  of  fishery,  ten 
miles  from  Fintown  railway  station  (Donegal 
Railway  Company).  Best  fishing  lakes  within 
easy  reach  of  the  three  hotels  in  Dungloe,  where 
excellent  accommodatio  i  can  be  had.  Travellers 
can  leave  London  at  8.30  p.m.  and  reach  Dungloe 
at  three  o'clock  next  day.  Mail  and  day  car  to 
and  from  Fintown  station.  Good  sea  fishing, 
rock  pigeon  and  seal  shooting.  Telegraph  office, 
hank,  post  office,  &c.  Fishing  terms:  Rosses 
Fishery,  April  I  to  June  30,  2b.  6d.  daily;  12s.  6d. 
weekly;  3()s.  monthly.  July  1  to  Oct.  31,  3.s.  6d. 
daily;  16s.  weekly;  40s.  monthly.  Orolly  and 
Loughanure,  March  1  to  Oct.  31,5s.  daily;  20s. 
weekly  ;  fiOs.  monthly;  and  6s.  per  day  man  and 
boat,  which  holds  two  anglers.  All  information 
can  be  had  from 

S.  HANItON.  O.P.S., 
Manager  and  Salmon  Licence  Distributor. 


HANLON'S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

S.  HANLON, 

Manager  of  Bosses  Fishery. 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX 

Local  Headquarters  of  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  accommo- 
dation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen  visiting 
Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Commercial  purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD 

(Agent  B.S.A.8.),  Proprietor. 
Boats  and  men  engaged  on  receipt  of  wire  or  letter 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near    Kingsbridge,    South  Devon. 

OVERLOOKING  the  English  Channel,  20  yards 
from  the  beach,  bracing  climate,  golf, 
fishing,  tennis,  billiards,  dark  room  for 
photography.  Torcross  Ley  abounds  with  pike, 
perch,  roach,  and  rudd;  no  close  season;  no 
charge  to  visitors  for  boats  on  the  Ley;  good  sea 
fishing;  excellent  bathing;  five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily.   Boarders,  8s.  6d.  day. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.  N.  W.  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  Golf  Links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  Lake 
and  River  Orygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on 
reqaest.  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

/^VER  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
^  on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.  Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


THE  STOKESAY  CASTLE  HOTEL, 

CBAVEir  ABUS, 

SOUTH  SHBOP'SIIIRE) 

(Midway  between  Church  Slrettvn  and  Ludhw.) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  and  GRAYLING 
FISHING  on  a  mile  of  the  River  Onny 
for  visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Lovely  scenery; 
beautiful  valleys ;  charming  walks  and  drives. 
Suites  of  rooms  by  the  day,  week,  or  month. 
Cyclists'  Dnton  headquarters.  Capital  railway 
centre.  Selected  stock  of  wines  and  spirits. 
Every  comfort  guaranteed.  Posting  In  all 
branches.  R.  HARTSHORN,  Proprietor. 


THE  CABXTABVOir  ABKB  HOXEI 

Dnlverton  Station  (6.W.£.). 


TROUT  FISHING. 

XpIVE  MILES  in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle; 

free  to  visitors  staying.  Now  open. 
Five  hours  from  London. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL/ 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

TWENTY  MILES  of  FREE  FISHING  on  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Porismonth 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
to  hotel  guests  only.  Rivers  recently  re-stocked. 
Moderate  inclusive  tariff. 

R.  PORTMAN  MARSHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


GOOD  FREE 

PIKE  and  GENERAL  FISHING 

EVERY  ACCOMMODATION.  HOME  COM- 
FORTS. Baits  and  all  requirements.  Punts  free 
to  visitors.  Moderate  charges.  Wire  or  write  : 

FERRYBOAT  INN, 

HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

Llandrindod  Wells. 

Fully  Licensed. 
(Ninety  minutes  from  SHREWSBURY.) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  FREE 

FOR  HOTEL  VISITORS. 
Electric  Light  by  own  installation. 

Moderate  Tariff. 


30  Miles  Preserved  TROUT  FISHING 

Free  to  the  guests  of  the  HOTEL  DBS 
ARDENNES,  Diekirch  (Luxembourg). 
Opening  day  April  1. 

For  all  particulars  about  hotel  and  fish- 
ing write  for  the  illustrated  prospectus, 
sent  post  free.  Inclusive  pension  terms 
4s.  2d.  a  day.       Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 


DERWENT  ANGLERS'  CLUB, 

SC ARBOBOUOH. 

There  are  a  few 

VACANCIES  for  MEMBERS 

in  this  Club. 
Apply  to  the  SECRETARY,  9,  Belmont- 
road,  Scarborough. 


ROYAL  AJAX  CYCLES. 

On  Monthly  Pay- 
ments Immense  stock 
Lad'es' and  Gents'.  New 
and  second-hand.  Won- 
derful barKatns.  Car* 
rla^e  paid.  Ettny  pay- 
ments, from  10b. 
monthly,  or  large  cash 
discount.  One  year's 
(guarantee,  lltuntrated  Fric«  Lists  Post  Free  on  Applica- 
tion. Old  bicycles  exchanged.-  The  BRITISH  CYCLB 
MFG.  Co.,  45,  Everton  Road,  Liverpool. 


Anglers,  Look  Here  I  Anglers. 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler,  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer, 

CROWN  ST.,  COCKERMOUTH, 

Holds  the  Finest  Stock  of  Angling  Mate- 
rials in  the  North  of  England.  Fine 
selection  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Bods, 
Reels,  Linos,  Flies,  &c.,  &c. 

Salmon  Flies  and  Out  a  Speciality. 
Extra  quality  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Gut  and  Casts. 

CatalngucB  and  Samples  of  Lines  on  applica- 
tion on  receipt  of  stamp. 

Sole  Agent  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine  Spin- 
ning Co.'s  Lines,  Nets,  &c.,  for  North  of  England 
and  South  Scotland. 

Anfftinff  information  given  for  DerwenX  District, 
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Some  very  nice  chub  have  also  been  shown  from  the  top 
stretches,  amonpst  which  Mr.  G.  W.  Sohofield  had  one 
that  scaled  31b.  6Joz.,  and  from  the  lower  waters  and  tidal 
portion  of  the  river  some  exceptionally  good  bream  have 
been  taken,  the  two  best  fish  of  the  season  being  one  of 
61b.,  canght  by  Mr.  W.  Dodsworth,  and  another  that 
scaled  "lb.  6oz  ,  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Hewson  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Weel ;  and  a  quantity  of  fine  dace  have  been 
taken  during  the  season  scaling  from  8oz.  to  12Joz.  each  ; 
but  the  perch  have  only  run  small,  the  two  beet  only 
weighing  14ioz.  and  12ioz.  respfotively.  The  pike  fishing 
has  also  been  fairly  good,  and  fish  up  to  161b.  eaoh 
have  been  reported.  Trout  fishing  commences  on  the 
river  Hull  on  the  16th  inst.,  and  there  is  a  very  fair 
prospect  of  the  season  being  a  better  one  than  last,  for 
several  well  conditioned  fish  have  been  noticed  disporting 
themselves  at  the  back-ends  during  the  past  week  or  so, 
and  insect  life  seems  to  be  fairly  forward,  a  few  having 
already  hatched  out.  Some  grand  pike  fishing  took  place 
on  the  Hornsea  Mere  during  last  week,  where  on  Tuesday 
Mr.  Woodhouse,  of  York,  secured  three  fish  that  weighed, 
in  the  aggregate,  27Jlb.  ;  and  onr  local  enthusiast,  Mr. 
Moeeley,  landed  a  splendid  fish  that  turned  the  scale  at 
19Jlb.  ;  and  on  Wednesday  Mr.  Schroeder  caught  twelve 
fish  that  weighed  95 Jib.,  his  three  heaviest  turning  the 
scale  at  13Ib.,  12Jlb.,  111b.  respectively,  and  on  Thursday 
the  same  angler  had  five  fish  that  weighed  441b.,  the 
heaviest  scaling  131b.  Our  local  arglers  have  secured  a 
few  fair  sized  fish  during  the  week,  at  Newport,  from  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  and  top  ponds.  A  sweepstakes 
took  place  last  week  on  the  river  HuU,  at  Hull  Bridge,  by 
members  of  the  Osborne  A.S.,  Mr.  W.  Brown  securing 
the  first  prize.  The  Horns  Angling  and  Recreation  Society 
held  their  third  annual  smoking  conceit  on  Monday  last. 
This  society  will  hold  their  first  match  at  Weelferry,  on 
April  15.  The  Xewington  St.  George's  A. 8.  will  hold  a 
smoking  concert  on  the  16th  inst.  On  Friday  evening 
last  the  ofiBcers  were  elected,  and  the  first  match  arranged 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Hull  Eamblers'  A  A.  Mr.  T.  Feather- 
storehaugh  is  the  winner  of  the  society's  gold  medal  for 
the  lAit  season.  The  Derringham  A  S.  will  fish  their 
first  match  of  the  season  at  Hull  Bridge  on  Good  Friday. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  question  of  the  betterment  of  silmon  fishing  was 
the  chief  topic  of  interest  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lake 
District  conservators  on  Thursday.  The  chairman  stated 
that  he  had  been  in  communication  with  the  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  who  had  consulted  him  with  regard  to 
difSculties  connected  with  salmon  fishing  questions.  He 
had  suggested  to  Sir  Conrtenay  Boyle  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  should  convene  a  conference  of  the  boards  of 
conservators  of  England  and  Wales  in  preference  to 
appointing  a  Royal  Commission.  Such  a  conference 
would  probably  be  identical  with  the  coaferences  which 
had  been  held  on  sea  fisheries,  and  might  result  in  much 
ezplanatim  with  regard  to  the  decline  of  salmon  in 
England  and  Wales.  He  had  not  yet,  however,  had  a 
reply.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbsrt  trusted  that  a  conference  on 
the  lines  suggested  by  Mr.  Fell  would  be  convened,  and  a 
resolution  asking  the  Board  of  Trade  to  convene  such  a 
conference  was  adopted.  The  meeting  next  considered 
the  points  to  be  discussed  at  the  forthcoming  meeting  of 
north-western  boards  of  conservators,  an  informal  but  very 
useful  meeting  of  which  had  been  held  last  autumn.  The 
clerk  said  one  of  the  subjects  would  be  the  weak  points  in  the 
Salmon  Fisheries  Acts,  together  with  the  best  means  of 
remedying  them.  The  chairman  said  there  was  another 
subject,  the  effect  on  estuaries  and  fresh  water  by  netting 
from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  and  whether  netting 
should  not  be  abolished.  Playgrounds  for  salmon,  an 
extended  weekly  close  time,  and  other  matters  were  con- 
sidered. There  has  not  been  a  great  deal  of  trout  fishing 
during  the  past  weak,  the  weather  being  cold  and  some- 
what stormy. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Wellington  Angling  Society,  Moston,  have  secured 
■ome  private  waters,  and  are  in  treaty  for  more,  and  with 
a  view  to  improve  the  fishing  in  the  same,  are  utilising 
what  remains  of  the  cold  weather  to  do  a  little  stocking. 
An  order  has  b«en  placed  for  500  mature  fish  with  a  local 
purveyor,  who  can  be  relied  on  to  do  the  thing  eatisfac- 
torily.  The  St.  Helen's  Anglers  held  an  important  meet- 
ing on  the  8th,  too  late  for  notice  this  week ;  the  agenda 
however  was  urgent.  The  Warrington  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, at  their  last  committee  meeting,  had  nothing  but 

food  reports  from  every  department  of  their  programme, 
'wenty-seven  new  members  were  enrolled  ;  arrangements 
approved  and  permission  granted  to  the  local  cycling 
club  to  fish  a  match  in  their  private  waters  ;  a  committee 
appointed  to  do  some  netting  ;  and  other  stocking  items 
received  attention.  They  are  also  in  treaty  for  more 
waters,  and  feel  confident  of  getting  at  least  one  in  Cheshire. 
Tlie  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  Thursday,  March  23. 
The  chief  item  of  interest  is  the  approaching  contest  at 
Wyreedale.  Up  to  post  four  clubs  are  noted  to  the 
writer  as  successful  in  obtaining  places,  viz.:  Levens- 
hnlme,  King'iHher,  and  the  Moss  Side  Socials  Angling 
Societies,  and  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  Replying  to 
Tarious  inquiries  re  fishing  at  Clonbur,  &c,,  and  the  cost, 
It  may  be  said  that  all  the  60,000  are  perfectly  free,  but 
extras,  such  as  boats  and  boatmen,  are  necessary  ;  so  are 
IwlgingB,  but  they  are  reasonable  at  Mount  Gable.  The 
West  Derby  Angling  Society,  Liverpool,  have  announced 
their  creed  aa  follows  :  "  This  clab  is  to  do,  and  not  to 
•fty"  A  vote  of  confidence  was  passed  in  their  three 
oeputies,  MeiSTS.  King,  Hyams,  and  CoIUnson.  At  the 
next  me!C)ting  adme  astounding  news  may  be  expected. 
The  Livei^X)!  East  F^nd  Association  is  fishing  away  aa 
nsual  ;  first  a  match,  then  namerouj  individual 
efforti,  and  the  lot  leavened  by  good  w.^rk  amongst 
their  various  branche*.  The  committee  is  an 
•xemplary  one,  united  and  ^  induatrioui,  alsoj  discreet. 


The  Liverpool  Centrals  are  progressing,  new  members  are 
being  enrolled,  and,  all  things  considered,  the  coming 
season  will  be  successful.  The  Welcotr/b  Angling  Society 
are  meeting  at  three  o'clock  at  Laylor's  Bridge,  Stretford, 
to-day,  to  fish  a  match  by  way  of  winding-up  the  season  ; 
their  concluding  social  is  on  the  17th.  The  Trlam  and 
Cadishead  waters  are  continuing  to  yield  big  fish,  the  last 
is  a  magnificent  rudd,  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  F.  Bibby, 
of  Ardwick. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  treat  is  in  store  for  the  members  of  the  Hulme  Crown 
Anglers,  who,  on  Monday  evening  next,  Mai-ch  13,  are  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Mr.  Fred  Bibby  give  another 
of  his  popular  angling  lectures.  This  time  the  subject  is 
"  Ten  Days'  Fishing  in  Donegal,"  and  the  event  will  take 
place  at  the  club's  headquarters,  Hulme  Crown  Inn,  City- 
road,  Manchester,  at  9  p.m.  The  business  of  the  club 
will  commence  one  hour  earlier.  The  secretary  of 
the  Moss  Side  Socials  is  anxious  for  a  go:d 
muster  at  the  ordinary  business  meeting  on  the  13th. 
At  the  meeting  arrangements  wUl  be  made  for  the 
"  smoker  "  on  the  following  Thursday,  16th  inst. ,  at  head- 
quarters. The  stocking  competition  in  connection  with 
this  club  is  proving  to  be  a  great  success.  The  second 
annual  dinner  of  the  Horse  Shoe  Angling  Society  took 
place  at  headquarters,  Pendleton,  Manchester,  on  Saturday 
last,  Mr.  E.  Hill  occupying  the  chair.  Messrs.  Robert 
Ramsbottom,  B.  J.  Pickering,  S.  Boswell,  and  W.  Prescott 
attended,  by  invitation,  to  formally  present  the  Bridge- 
water  challenge  shield,  awarded  to  the  club  at  the  1898 
competition,  together  with  an  illuminated  record  Some 
thirty-one  gentlemen  sat  down  to  a  splendid  repast,  and 
this  over,  the  business  of  the  evening  was  proceeded  with. 
Short  addresses  were  given  by  each  of  the  aforementioned 
gentlemen,  touching  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  club  since 
its  formation.  Harmony  reigned  supreme  for  the  rest  of 
the  evening,  and  contributions  were  forthcoming  from 
Messrs.  Pickering,  Hill,  Bates,  GQlibrand,  Martin,  Taylor, 
Salt,  Pilkington,  and  Overend.  Mr.  Prescott  announces 
that  the  new  travelling  cards  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Association  are  now  ready,  and  he  is  prepared  to  issue 
them  to  the  afiiliated  clubs.  Mr.  Bibby,  of  the  Buckland 
Anglers,  took  a  very  fine  rudd  from  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association's  waters  at  Irlam  last  Saturday.  The 
Sun  Anglers,  since  reducing  their  entrance  fee  to  Is.  and 
resolving  to  spend  their  money  on  prizes,  have  received  a 
large  increase  in  their  membership.  Mr.  WaUwork  gave 
his  promised  lecture  to  the  Lancaster  Angling  Society, 
the  event  proving  most  instructive  and  interesting.  At 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society  the 
members  were  treated  to  an  excellent  discourse  on  bottom 
fishing,  after  which  Mr.  Binns  gave  some  very  useful 
information  on  the  microscope,  illustrated  by  views  of 
insect  and  plant  life  found  in  fishing  waters  in  the  district. 
The  match  to-day  (March  11)  will  be  fished  in  the  Poynton 
Canal,  3.30  to  5  30. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  among  the  pike  still  continues  very  good.  On 
Wednesday  last  Mr.  J.  Yallop  atid  friend,  of  Norwich,  had 
tix  fish,  161b.,  161b.,  141b.,  13ilb.,  12ilb.,  and  121b.,  total 
weight  841b. ,  an  average  of  a  stone  a  fish.  On  Thursday 
two  rods  had  several  nice  fish,  largest  lljlb.  On  Saturday 
two  Norwich  gentlemen,  fishing  in  private  water,  took 
seven  fish.  On  Monday  two  rods  had  half  a  score,  largest 
121b.  The  election  of  Major  Jary  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Yare  and  Bnre  Preservation  Society  meets  with  universal 
approval. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  is  difficult  to  chronicle  much  news  on  fishing.  Roach 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  have  experienced  saddening 
reverses,  and  on  this  score  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  one  of 
the  most  talented  roachists  on  the  Trent,  writes  me  :  "  I 
have  never  found  fport  ao  slack  in  my  life  for  winter 
fishing.  Have  been  on  the  Sawley  waters  (Pride  of  Derby 
Club)  time  after  time,  and  have- returned  home  literally 
empty  handed.  Have  taken  a  few  large  chub,  but 
positively  not  a  roach.  The  main  reason  I  assign  is  that 
the  ever  reouriing  rises  of  the  past  few  months  has 
gluttoned  the  fish  with  natural  bait,  on  the  grassy  slopes, 
with  worm  and  other  ground  grub.  Am,  however,  pleased 
to  say,  as  regards  pollution,  we  have  not,  so  far,  been 
troubled  with  the  G.  8.  sewage  from  the  Burton 
Breweries.  Have  seen  and  heard  of  a  good  many  salmon 
'  pitching  '  at  Sawley,  atShardlow,  and  at  Weston  (King's 
Mills  Weirs)."  Personally,  as  to  reaching,  I  may  say  I 
have  not  creeled  half  a  dozen  fish  since  Christmas,  and 
this  spite  angling  two  days  a  week.  Why,  the  other  day, 
in  a  glorious  water,  I  was  out  with  a  friend  near  Newton 
Solney — the  Dove  joins  the  Trent  here — and  failed  to  get 
so  much  as  a  nibble.  Years  ago  in  this  district  I  killed 
dac9  averaging  lloz.  each — many  over  12^07..  Yet  we 
ought  not  to  grumble  ;  patience  will  be  rewarded  sooner 
or  later.  Only  last  Friday  (supposed  to  be  an  extra- 
ordinarily special  day)  I  pike  fished  the  Kennel  Ponds  at 
Belvoir  Castle  and  never  got  so  much  as  a  run.  Three 
other  friends  were  with  me,  and  "  no  run  "  may  be  dotted 
down  to  them.  Higher  up  the  beautiful  valley  of  the 
ponds — rather,  lakes — five  gentlemen  from  Leicester 
operated  upon  Knipton.  Result,  never  a  run.  Query, 
where  have  the  fish,  roach  and  eso:c,  gone  to  ? 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
During  the  past  week  or  so  the  weather  has  been  all 
that  could  be  desired  from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  and 
the  sport  has  been  of  a  satisfactory  character.  The  Derwent 
and  Wye  have  been  in  excellent  trim  for  tty  fishing 
amongst  grayling  ;  but  the  cold  snap  has  prevented  a  good 
number  of  anglers  from  trying  their  luck,  the  fear  of 
catching  influenza  being  greater  than  their  desire  for 
catching  fish.  In  tie  Miller's  Dale  portion  of  the  Wye, 
rodsters  hailing  from  Lancashire  have  fared  very  well 
amongst  the  big  grayling,  and  in  the  waters  of  the  Darley 


Dale  Club  a  few  nice  brace  of  grayling  have  been 
landed.  The  frosty  nights  have  considerably  improved 
bottom  fishing  in  the  Derwent_,  with  the  result  that  some 
good  takes  of  grayling  and  various  coarse  fish  have  been 
made.  A  few  decent  sized  trout  have  been  captured  in  the 
Derwent,  the  deep  holes  yielding  the  best  epecimens,  and 
garden  worms  have  proved  to  be  the  most  alluring  baits. 
The  best  trout  fishing  waters  in  Derbyshire  will  not  com- 
mence the  season  until  the  end  of  this  month  or  the 
beginning  of  next.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the 
Amber  near  Ambergate,  but  very  few  trout  have  been 
taken,  although  some  nice  grayling,  perch,  and  roach  hive 
been  secured.  The  Trent  lias  been  running  in  first-rate 
order,  and  all  the  well  known  lengths  have  been  well 
patronised,  with  the  result  that  many  gratifying  takes 
of  roach  have  been  made.  At  Weston  Cliff  pike  have 
famished  a  good  deal  of  sport,  and  some  capital  fish  have 
been  secured,  including  several  very  heavy  specimens. 
Some  very  large  pike  have  been  landed  at  Averham,  near 
Newark,  and  in  this  particular  part  pike  fishing  has 
been  exceedingly  good.  On  Monday  Mr.  J.  H.  Blyde,  of 
Pitsmoor,  Sheffield,  had  some  rattling  sport  with  a  large 
pike  on  Newark.  He  succeeded  in  landing  it,  and  the 
fish  was  found  to  weigh  22Jlb.,  and  was  3ft.  6in.  long.  It 
has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Co.,  London,  for 
preservation.  The  waters  in  the  Boston  district  have 
answered  very  well  for  pike  fishing  during  the  last  few 
days  in  consequence  of  the  sharp  frosts,  and  the  Witham 
has  provided  innumerable  decent  sized  fish.  In  the 
Sincel  Dyke  some  splendid  roaching  has  been  had,  worms 
and  yellow  paste  proving  very  deadly  amongst  the  red 
fins.  The  Ryton  has  come  in  for  considerable  attention, 
and  both  dace  and  roach  have  fed  well.  The  Bain 
continues  to  fish  with  commendable  results,  and  if  the 
present  weather  holds  up,  nearly  all  the  Lincolnshire 
waters  will  be  well  visited  this  week. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  trout  fishing  season  was  ushered  in  amid  very 
favourable  climatic  conditions,  but  very  little  sport  was 
obtained  on  the  opening  days.  On  Saturday  the  weather 
changed  for  the  worse,  and  snow  fell,  capping  the  hills 
and  making  unwelcome  invasion  of  the  streams.  Two 
very  fine  fish  were  taken  from  the  Severn,  in  Shropshire, 
last  week.  One  was  a  handsome  salmon  of  231b.,  netted 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Yyrnwy,  above  Shrawardine.  This 
is  about  the  first  salmon  of  the  season,  so  far  as  the  upper 
wat^ers  are  concerned  ;  and  the  fact  is  disappointing,  as  the 
few  netsmen  who  still  think  it  worth  while  to  take 
out  licenses  expected  better  results,  on  account  of 
the  recent  floods.  The  ether  fish  referred  to  was 
a  splendid  pike  of  201b.,  and  it  was  displayed 
at  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Ashdown,  naturalist, 
where  it  will  be  set  up.  The  fish,  which  was  taken  at 
Atcham  by  Mr.  Bromley,  of  Bishop-street,  Shrewsbury, 
measured  3ft.  in  length,  and  20in.  in  girth,  and  it  was  in 
every  respect  a  fine  specimen.  The  fortunate  angler  was 
fishing  from  the  bridge  which  spans  the  river  at  Atcham, 
and  he  was  using  as  a  bait  a  chub  of  nearly  half  a  pound 
weight.  The  fish  gave  half-an-honr's  exciting  sport  ere  it 
was  landed.  Mr.  Bromley  on  the  same  day  caught  five 
other  pike,  averaging  61b.  or  71b.  weight.  The  capture  of 
a  pike  of  181b.  by  Mr.  R.  F.  M  Wood  is  also  recorded. 
Anglers  who  take  these  big  pike  from  the  river  earn  the 
gratitude  of  c  arse  fish  anglers  and  trout  fishers  alike. 
Although  the  fence  n  onths  for  pike  and  other  coarse  fish 
commences  on  the  20th  inst.,  these  fish  may  be  still  caught 
if  the  holders  of  Severn  licenses  obtain  from  the  dis- 
tributors the  permits,  which  are  issued  gratis  by  the 
Severn  Conservancy  Board. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  weather,  with  the  exception  of  a  strong  N.W.  wind, 
has  been  delightful  the  whole  of  the  week.  All  the  rivers 
in  capital  condition,  and  the  fish  well  on  the  feed.  A  good 
many  rods  have  been  out,  and  sport  fairly  good  all  round. 
Some  very  heavy  baskets  of  chub  have  been  taken  in  the 
Severn,  and  a  fine  lot  of  roach.  The  chief  sport  in  the 
Teme  has  been  among  the  dace,  though  a  good  few  very 
fine  chub  have  been  creeled.  Trout  fishing  almost  a 
failure,  and  the  trout  taken  by  club  members  on  their 
preserved  water  has  resulted  in  almost  all  the  fish  landed 
being  restored  to  the  water  again  as  being  quite  out  of 
condition  ;  and,  with  a  continuance,  it  will  be  quite  a 
month  before  they  are  in  condition.  The  grayling  fuU  of 
spawn,  and  none  basketed.  A  lot  of  pike  have  been  taken 
in  the  Severn  and  Avon,  but  none  of  large  size,  the  largest 
I  have  heard  of  8 Jib.,  most  of  them  taken  with  the  spin- 
ning tackle.  Some  very  fine  fish  have  been  taken  in 
private  water,  but  all  full  of  spawn.  Salmon  fishing  has 
been  only  fair  during  the  week  ;  a  few  good  conditioned 
fish  have  been  taken,  but  nothing  above  ordinary.  Prices 
keep  well  up.  The  text  smoking  concert  of  the  Worcester 
and  Diotrict  Angling  Association  will  be  held  at  the  Crown 
Inn,  Sidbury,  on  Monday  evening  nest,  and  a  large  com- 
pany is  expected,  everything  being  done  to  make  i:  a 
success. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

With  grayling  fishing  at  an  end,  and  bat  little  doing  by 
coarse  fishers  generally,  pending  the  advent  of  the  trout 
season,  the  present  is  a  quiet  time  among  most  Waltonians, 
and  not  much  is  likely  to  be  heard  about  sport  for  the 
ensuing  week  or  two.  Whilst  trout  fishing  will  commence 
on  some  waters  thus  early,  the  beginning  of  April  wi.l 
witness  operations  on  the  chief  club  lengths.  On  the 
Derwent,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Ure,  Nidd,  and  Bye  the 
favourite  fish  are  abundant,  and,  should  no  untoward 
atmospheric  influences  intervene,  the  bright  and  encourag- 
ing prospects  will  doubtless  be  realised.  It  is  gratifying 
to  learn  that  trout  have  not  suffered  appreciably  from  the 
recent  floods.  Meantime  it  may  be  remembered  that  among 
the  best  and  most  tempting  early  flies  for  the  rivers 
mentioned  are  the  Early  Brown,  Spring  Black,  Dark 
Snipe  and  Orange,  and  Snipe  Blon. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  0.  (Newport). — There  are  not  two  kinds  of  grayling 
in  this  country.  The  fish  yon  saw  at  the  fishmonger's, 
called  grayling,  were  probably  small  grey  mullet,  or  pollen 
(white  fish),  from  Lough  Neagh,  Ireland. 


[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.l 

BAITS  IN  THE  CLOSE  SEASON.— RIFLE  RANGE 
AT  HAMMERSMITH. 
Dear  Sir, — We  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  reply 
to  our  query  re  live  bait.  As  they  will  live  in  our  tanks 
all  the  summer,  we  are  not  particularly  anxious  to  sell  as 
long  as  we  may  keep  them,  as  in  an  aquarium,  till  the  end 
of  close  season.  Our  range,  is  a  covered  one  at  above 
address.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  you  any  time,  and, 
perhaps,  it  will  interest  you  to  ,  look  round  our  premises, 
as  we  dabble  a  little  in  fishing  tackle  and  sports  of  most 
kinds.  We  have  a  competition  for  shooting  every  Wednes- 
day, free  ;  the  shot  only  to  be  paid  for ;  open  to  all  comers, 
of  course.  The  500yds.  range  is  always  open  for  practice  ; 
seven  shots  for  sixpence ;  electric  targets.  We  use 
miniature  M.H.  and  Colt  repeating  rifles.  Being  practical 
gunmakera  the  rifles  are  always  in  perfect  condition,  and 
the  practice  is  really  good.  If  you  should  favour  us  with 
a  visit  you  will  find  it  comfortable.  Thanking  you  again 
for  your  advice,  we  remain — Yours  truly, 

W.  King  and  Son. 

74,  King-street,  Hammersmith. 

[Of  course  Messrs.  King  can  keep  the  live  bait  in  their 
tanks  all  the  year  round  if  they  like.  We  think  the 
information  about  their  500yds.  rifle  range  will  be  useful 
to  some  of  our  readers,  as  we  believe  it  is  the  only  one  of 
the  kind  open  to  the  public  in  London. — Ed.] 

RIVER  AND  LOCK  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  announce  through  your  columns 
that  subscriptions  for  the  above  have  been  received  as 
follows ; 

From  Angling  Clubs. 
CoUingwood,  Friendly  Anglers' ,  Sundial,  West  London, 
Royal  George,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Battersea  Friendly, 
Camden,  Hammersmith,  Lychnobite,  Royal  Oak,  South 
London,  North-Eastern  Brothers'  Queen's,  St.  John's, 
Greenwich,  Phosnix,  Shepherd's  Bush,  Twickenham, 
Grange,  Crystal  Palace,  Gresham,  and  Clapham  Junction. 

From  Following  Subscribers  to  T.A.P.S. 
Sir  Ford  North,  G.  J.  Chatterton,  J.  T.  Davenport,  M. 
Davenport  (C.C.,  J.P.),  P.  Green,  P.  Lewin,  W.  M.  A. 
Mitchison  (J.P.),  C.  E.  Nuthall  (J.P.),  T.  RoRers,  Rev. 
W.  Snell,  A.  M.  Turner,  G.  P.  Wilson,  A.  U.  Homer- 
sham,  J.  Mup,  A.  Woodroof,  G.  Bishop,  Parlow  and  Co., 
Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  E.  G.  Bawden,  J.  W.  Skanden,  the 
Field,  A.  Drinkwater,  P.  Sands,  W.  L.  Thomas',  H  M. 
Pike,  Central  Association,  G.  N.  Levy,  C.  L.  Wingfield- 
FitzGerald,  A.  Stroud,  T.  Stroud,  L.  Hart,  and  Messrs. 
Brougham,  Gunston,  and  Sachs. 

From  Committee  of  T.A.P.S. 
F.  Berry,  T.  Crumplen,  Dr.  Ccates,  A.  Nuthall  (J.P.), 
Major  Perry,  T.  J.  Miller,  C.  H.  Briand,  C.  G.  Burrow, 
C.  H.  Wheeley,  W.  J.  Gomm,  C.  H.  O'Dowd,  W.  H. 
Elamore,  W.  F.  Grimmett,  A.  P.  Matthews,  W.  G. 
Barnes,  H.  W.  Higgins,  A.  Price,  H.  L.  W.  Lawson, 
W.  J.  Wade. 

Formal  receipts  have  been  sent  in  each  case.  Further 
subscriptions  will  be  gratefully  received. 

H.  W.  Higgins,  Hon.  Sec.  T.A.P.S. 
34,  Windaor-road,  HoUoway,  N. 

DRESSING  OF  SALMON  FLY  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  favour  us  with  the  dressing  of 
salmon  fly  Mellishe's  Nondescript  per  return,  and  greatly 
oblige. — Yours  faithfully,  W.  R. 

(Pro.  Redpath  and  Co.) 


LIFE  HISTORY  OF  THE  MAY  FLY. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  draw  your  attention 
to  a  remark  you  make  in  your  article  on  the  life  history 
of  the  May  Fly,  as  to  the  period  of  incubation  between 
hatching  out  of  the  eggs  and  the  appearance  of  the  fly. 
You  say  (I  write  from  memory)  that  the  period  is  from 
I  wo  to  three  yea/rs.  I  lay  not  the  slightest  claim  to  any 
special  knowledge,  but  would  suggest  that  the  period  must 
be  an  exact  number  of  years.  1  have  always  understood 
it  was  just  two  years,  say,  twenty-four  months.  This 
seems  to  be  borne  out  by  the  date  of  the  appearance  of  the 
snb-imago,  which  is  practically  synchronous  with  the 
laying  of  the  eggs.  Surely  if  the  period  were  two  and  a 
quarter  years,  eggs  deposited  on  June  1  would  hatch  out 
as  fly  on  Sept.  1.  It  has  always  struck  me  as  a  very 
beautiful  provision  of  Nature  that  the  period  of  incubation 
(or  whatever  is  the  correct  term)  should  be  an  exact 
number  of  years.  Otherwise,  we  would  have  May  Fly 
(and  other  flies)  hatching  out  at  odd  times  of  the  year, 
some  of  which  times  would  inevitably  be  too  cold  and 
otherwise  unsuitable.  Thus,  if  the  period  were  two  and  a 
quarter  years,  June  eggs  would  hatch  out  early  in 
September.  The  eggs  of  these  September  flies  would,  in 
their  turn,  be  due  to  come  out  early  in  December,  and  so 
on.  I  have  not  overlooked  the  fact  that  temnerature  has 
a  lot  to  do  with  the  earlinesa  or  lateness  of  the  hatching 
out.  I  merely  give  the  above  exact  jperiods  for  the  sake 
of  simplicity.  I  think,  however,  it  is  clear  that  if  the 
period  of  incubation  were  twenty-seven  months,  the  fly 
would  be  coming  out  more  than  onoe  a  year  ;  and  the  fact 


that  there  ia  practically  only  one  rise  seems  to  prove  the 
period  of  incubation  is  exactly  twenty-four  months  (or 
thirty-six  or  twelve). — Yours,  &c.,  J.  G.  G. 

[It  should  have  been  "  two  or  three  years  "  ;  we  believe 
it  ia  not  certain  which,  but  probably  two  years  that  the 
larva  of  May  Fly  lives  in  the  water  before  changing  to  the 
fly.— Ed.]   

"UNCLEAN  SALMON." 
Sir, — I  wish  to  bring  before  all  salmon  anglers  who 
read  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  following  report  of  a  case, 
which  was  heard  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne  on  the  25th  ult.  : 

"  More  Fishery  Prosecutions. 
■  "At  Newcastle  Police  Court  this  morning  (before  Mr. 
Bailey,  Mr.  Beattie,  and  Mr.  Gillespie),  John  George 
Fryer,  of  Barnard  Castle,  was  charged  with  having  in  his 
possession  one  unclean  salmon,  on  Oct.  28,  and,  fuither, 
with  sending  it  to  Durham,  on  Oct  27.  Mr.  C.  O. 
Humphreys  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  London,  and  Mr.  J.  Dodds  defended.  Evidence 
having  been  given,  the  Bench  decided  that  the  offence  was 
proved.  A  prerious  conviction  was  put  in,  and  the  Bench 
ordered  the  defendant  to  pay  a  fine  of  £5,  and  £1  for  the 
fish,  or  in  default  one  month's  imprisonment." 

The  report,  as  above  given  in  the  Newcastle  Evening 
Chronicle,  is  not  strictly  accurate.  The  young  man. 
Fryer,  caught  the  salmon  on  Oct.  2C,  and  gave  it  to  a 
friend,  who  sent  it  to  a  friend  at  Newcastle,  by  rail,  on 
Oct.  28.  The  matter  seems  to  have  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  and  on  Feb  23  — 
nearly  four  months  after  the  day  on  which  the  salmon  is 
caught — Fryer  is  served  with  a  summons  to  answer  a 
charge  of  having  an  unclean  salmon  in  his  p-^ssession  on 
Oct.  27,  1898.  There  was  not  sufficient  time  in  which  to 
get  up  a  proper  defence  or  to  subpoena  witnesses,  and  the 
result  of  the  hearing  was  as  reported  above — £5  for  the 
offence  and  £1  for  the  fish  ! 

The  previous  conviction  was  not  for  a  similar  offence  as 
might  be  inferred. 

'The  question  arises — Who  is  safe  from  prosecution  ?  I 
venture  to  assert  that  after  this  case  of  Fryer's,  every 
angler  who  kills,  or  has  in  his  possession,  a  salmon  con- 
taining spawn,  especially  if  it  happen  in  September  or 
October,  runs  the  risk  of  being  summoned  and  fined. 
Where  the  justice  of  the  case  comes  in  it  is  difiicult  to  tell. 
The  fishery  board  issue  licences  to  fish  for  salmon  up  to 
Nov.  1 ;  but  it  appears  as  if  licencees  were  liable  to  fines 
for  doing  what  they  are  licensed  to  do. 

Doubtless  the  matter  hinges  on  the  question,  "  What  is 
an  unclean  salmon  ?  "  According  to  Bund's  "  Law  of 
Salmon  Fisheries,"  p.  336,  it  means  a  fish  that  has  not 
migrated  to  the  sea  after  spawning.  But  this  fish  that 
Fryer  caught  was  only  coming  up  from  the  sea,  and  was  on 
its  way  to  the  spawning  heds.  In  all  probability  it  was 
aiming  for  a  tributary  of  the  Tees  called  the  Lune,  and 
would  have  arrived  on  its  spawning  bed  one  or  two,  or 
perhaps  three,  weeks  after  October  26  had  it  not  been 
caught     How,  then,  could  it  have  been  "  unclean  ?  " 

It  looks  as  if  the  Fishmongers'  Company  meant  to  try 
to  stop  the  killing  of  salmon  after  Sept.  1,  or  when  the 
nets  are  taken  off,  on  the  piincipal  that  if  they  cannot 
have  the  salmon  no  one  else  shall.  If  they  have  their 
way,  farewell  to  salmon  fishing  on  late  rivers,  and  the 
fishery  boards  may  bid  farewell  to  revenue. 

As  there  are  many  anglers  interested  in  this  matter,  I 
trust  that  some  who  are  acquainted  with  the  ins  and  outs 
of  it  will  give  us  their  views  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Barnard  Castle.  Beta. 

[There  is  no  absolute  definition  of  an  unclean  salmon. 
It  would  be  very  difiicult  to  get  one,  and  even  if  it  could  be 
satisfactorily  obtained,  it  would  be  most  undesirable.  We 
believe  that  the  salmon  referred  to  by  "  Beta' '  was  found  on 
Oct  28,  at  the  Central  Station,  Newcastle,  packed  in  brown 
paper,  and  when  opened  was  found  to  be  in  bad  condition 
and  heavy  in  spawn.  There  was  a  very  large  gaff  mark  on 
the  left  side,  laying  bare  the  ova.  No  hook  marks  were  to 
be  seen  in  the  mouth.  Previous  convictions  were  put  in, 
and  the  magistrates  considered  the  case  proved.  To  attack 
the  Fishmongers'  Company,  which  is  doing  such  good  work 
in  the  public  interest,  is  as  absurd  as  it  is  to  suppose  that 
the  local  magistrates,  who  had  all  the  evidence  before  them, 
convicted  Fryer  in  order  to  please  the  London  Fishmongers' 
Company  ! — Ed.]   

ARTIFICIAL  HATCHING  OF  SEA  FISH. 

Sir, — For  some  few  years  I  have  been  reading  a  good 
deal  about  sea  fiah,  and  gleaning  what  was  to  be  learned 
from  several  authors,  but  nothing  have  I  read  which  has 
given  me  so  much  pleasure  than  the  article  published  in 
your  paper  last  week,  written  by  Dr.  Patterson.  It  is 
most  intelligible,  and  throws  a  light  on  many  subjects 
which  have  until  now  been  immersed  in  darkness.  One 
matter  that  has  attached  my  particular  interest  is  that  of 
artificial  hatching  of  sea  fish,  and  I  note  what  he  says 
with  reference  to  the  fact  that  each  fish  has  only  a  few 
eggs  ripe  at  any  one  time.  This,  no  doubt,  must,  as  he 
says,  make  it  weary  work  gathering  tliem,  and  every 
praise  must  be  given  to  those  who  have  collected  the 
117  million  eggs  from  which  the  fry  were  hatched  at 
Dunbar.  Nevertheless  I  would  like  to  ask  what  is  the 
percentage  of  fry  which  are  supposed,  or  it  is  even  hoped, 
will  reach  maturity  out  of  this  same  number  ? 

After  all  this  labour  has  been  laid  out  in  collecting  the 
ova,  hatching,  Ac,  might  it  not  be  conjectured  that  the 
change  of  life  which  must  take  place  on  their  being  turned 
into  their  native  element  must  be  so  great  that  few  can 
survive  ? 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  placing  Alphonao  the 
young  King  of  Spain,  who  has  been  matured,  or,  rather  I 
should  say,  is  being  matured,  in  all  delicate  luxury,  on 
Dartmoor,  there  to  complete  his  childhood  among  "  the 
savages,"  as  a  noted  author  has  termed  those  who  inhabit 
that  wild  waste  P    Thus  it  must  be  with  sea  fish  hatched 


artificially.  Last  year,  when  mentioning  this  theory  to  ai 
sea  fisher,  he  immediately  said,  "  But  you  hatch  salmon 
artificially  with  success."  "  No  doubt,"  was  my  answer; 
"  tut  it  must  be  remembered  that  salmon  fry  remain  from 
one  to  three  years  in  our  rivers  before  emigrating  to  th< 
sea,  and  are  therefore  more  ready  to  withstand  the  hard- 
ships which  they  will  necessarily  have  to  encounter," 

"This  letter  is  not  written  in  criticism  of  any  of  Dr, 
Patterson's  statements,  for  whose  knowledge  I  have  the 
greatest  respect,  only  to  bring  forward  a  matter  whicl 
appears  to  me  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  those  whc 
are  now  agitating  the  matter  of  artificially  hatching  sea 
fish.— Yours  truly,    Pheasant  Tail 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  MAY  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  kindness  if  you  oi^ 
one  of  the  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  can 
recommend  to  me  some  pretty  little  cottage  or  nice  rooms 
where  I  could  get  good  trout  fishing  from  about  the 
middle  of  May.  Of  course  I  would  not  object  to  paying  a 
moderate  sum  for  the  fishing  ;  as  to  the  district,  it  should 
be  Yorkshire  or  one  of  the  neighbouring  counties.  As 
there  will  be  ladies  in  the  party  we  would  like  a  place 
where  the  scenery  is  pretty,  and  which  possesses  other 
attractions  than  mere  fishing. 

May  is  such  a  good  fly  fishing  month  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  difficult  to  find  a  suitable  place,  but  my  own 
experience  of  May  fishing  is  extremely  limited. 

I  do  not  expect  to  get  very  big  fish  in  rapid  stream 
fishing,  but  would  like  something  better  than  fingerlings. 
Few  and  good  rather  than  many  and  small  is  my  motto. — 
Yours,  &c.,    J.  G.  6. 

FISHING  NEAR  HOUNSLOW. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
whether  there  is  any  fishing  club  within  a  cycle  ride  of 
Hounslow,  by  joining  which  I  could  get  some  fair  trout 
fishing  (fly).— Yours  truly,  H.  B.  Garner. 


FISHING  NEAR  TORQUAY. 

Sir, — Just  recovering  from  a  most  severe  attack  of 
pneumonia,  my  doctor  tells  me  I  must  go  somewhere  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Torquay  to  gain  health  and  strength. 
As  I  am  an  ardent  amateur  fisherman,  I  was  wondering  if 
I  could  manage  a  little  angling  at  the  same  time.  Would  j 
some  of  my  brother  anglers  kindly  point  out  some  spot  , 
suitable  to  my  case.  Old  Subscriber. 

[When  staying  at  Torquay,  a  good  many  years  ago,  we 
found  some  pretty  fair  fishing  for  trout  in  the  Dart,  and 
we  believe  it  is  now  much  better.  Buckfastleigh  is  a  good 
place,  and  you  can  fish  up  to  it  from  Totnes  with  a  day 
ticket.  It  ia  an  easy  j')urney  by  rail  from  Torquay. 
Lynmouth,  North  Devon,  is  a  good  place  for  an  invalid, 
with  some  trout  fishing  in  the  Lyn  (not  very  grand) 
handy. — Ed.]   

"FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  OF  PATRIA." 

Sir, — I  have  just  read  "Markit's"  letter,  in  your  last 
Lumber,  headed:  "Fishing  in  the  Lake  of  Patria."  1 
can  find  no  mention  of  this  lake,  or  of  Pagliara,  in 
Baedeker,  or  on  the  map,  and  there  is  no  railway  station, 
of  Pagliara.  I  am  going  to  Naples  shortly  and  should  feel 
obliged  to  "  Markit,"  or  any  other  correspondent,  for 
information  as  to  where  Pagliara  is  situated,  and  how  it  is 
to  be  got  at  from  Naples. — Yours  obediently,       M.  B. 

12,  Via  delle  Carrozze,  Rome,  Feb.  28. 


KILLARNEY  FISHERY  DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  some  of  your  readers  to 
know  that  steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  the  fishing  on 
the  Killarney  Lakes.  For  this  purpose  the  KiUarney 
Fishery  Development  Association  has  recently  been 
formed.  Its  principal  objects  at  present  are  to  stock  the 
lakes  with  rainbow  trout,  to  introduce  a  change  of  blood 
in  the  brown  trout,  and  to  keep  down  poaching,  and 
protect  the  fish  generally.  The  association  has  already 
purchased  some  thousands  of  rainbow  yearlings,  besides 
over  40,000  eyed  ova.  The  latter  are  to  be  hatched  out  at 
the  Muckrcs3  Hatcheries,  and  the  fry  kept  in  protected 
ponds  till  yearlings. 

Spillers  (night  lines)  and  cross  lines  have  been  abolished 
and  a  permanent  staff  of  bailiffs  is  employed. 

No  doubt  in  a  few  years  the  Killarney  lakes  will  be 
amongst  the  finest  trout  waters  of  Great  Britain  if  the 
energies  of  the  association  are  continued. 

In  the  opinion  of  experts  the  Killarney  Lakes  are 
admirably  suited  to  the  habits  of  the  rainbow,  there  being 
plenty  of  food  and  an  even  temperature. 

Mr.  W.  Graham  is  hon.  sec.  to  the  association. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  funds  are  derived  solely 
from  voluntary  contributions.  W.  G. 

Killarney. 

[We  are  very  glad  to  hear  this,  especially  that  night 
lines  and  cross  lines  are  abolished,  and  hope  they  will  be 
so  not  in  name  only.  The  cross  lining  has  been  the  ruin 
of  the  attractions  of  the  Lakes  to  English  anglers,  who 
hate  the  very  name  of  cross  line.  We  always  refuse  to 
publish  takes  of  fish  by  this  poaching  method  if  we  know 
it  ia  used. — Ed.] 

Several  letters  unavoidably  held  over. 


Eeai'INO  Anii  SuwinO  are  the  two  most  important  poriods  In 
tho  life  of  the  farmer,  anil  granting  that  all  circumstances  are 
fflvouraMe,  he  naturally,  during  the  latter  period,  hopes  to  get  an 
ade(iuate  return  for  his  labour.  As  he  sows,  he  cxptcts  to  reap, 
and  unless  constant  industry  has  b:  cn  exercised,  the  harvest  is 
generally  a  poor  one.  So  il'is  with  regard  to  health,  if  we  are  not 
constantly  on  tho  watch  and  destroy  the  germs  of  di.^Jease  as  soon 
OB  tlioy  arc  discerned,  the  body  becomes  weakei  ed,  and  at  list  i« 
unable  longer  to  resist  the  attacks  of  tto  enemy.  Ilolloway's  Pill 
destroy  even  tho  most  minute  traces  of  disease,  by  purifying  lli 
blood  and  strengthening  the  system. 
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THE   SALMON  SEASON  IN 
SCOTLAND. 


It  would  be  quite  premature  to  pronounce  any 
judgment  on  the  spring  season,  as  so  little  of  it 
has  as  yet  gone ;  but  without  going  quite  so  far, 
it  may  be  otherwise  advantageous  to  take  stock, 
as  it  were,  and  see  how  matters  fare,  both  with  the 
angler  and  the  netter,  as  far  as  past  results  and 
future  prospects  are  concerned. 

Let  us  look  at  the  less  interesting,  though 
equally  important,  commercial  results  of  the 
salmon  season  in  the  first  place.  It  is  now  four 
weeks  to-day  (Saturday)  since  the  season  opened, 
and  the  results  obtained  during  the  first  three  of 
these  have,  on  the  whole,  been  somewhat  dis- 
appointing. Compared  with  last  year  they  are 
far  Vjehind.  But  then,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  although  last  year,  as  a  whole,  proved  a  very 
bad  one  inde*id,  yet  the  opening  weeks  were 
brilliant  in  the  extreme,  and  especially  so  on  the 
estuaries  and  river  stations,  where  the  first  fruits 
of  the  salmon  season  were  almost  the  only  fruits 
ol>tained. 

In  this  connection  the  comparison  is  not  a  fair 


one,  unless  a  similar  period  of  drought  is  to  be 
experienced,  which  as  yet  is  a  thing  of  the  future, 
so  that  although  some  430  boxes  of  Scotch  salmon 
were  received  at  Billingsgate  last  year  at  this 
date,  compared  with  only  half  that  number  for 
the  first  three  weeks  of  the  present  year,  there  is 
no  sayiug  but  that  the  returns  for  the  next  three 
weeks  may  not  only  wipe  out  this  adverse 
difference,  but  yet  leave  a  balance  in  favour  of 
the  present  year.    Let  us  hope  so. 

During  the  opening  weeks  of  1898  every  favour- 
ing condition  was  experienced  by  the  salmon  nets- 
men.  The  combination  of  wind,  weather,  and 
water  was  unique,  as  was  pointed  out  at  the  time, 
and  the  hauls  of  salmon  proportionately  large. 
But  it  was  a  flash  in  the  pan,  and,  like  all  such 
abortive  and  abnormal  flashes,  was  followed  by 
such  a  falling  off,  mainly  through  adverse  weather 
conditions,  the  like  of  which  has  not  been 
experienced  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century. 

At  one  station  on  the  Dee  tidal  some  300  fish 
were  netted  during  the  first  six  hours  on  the 
opening  morning — more  than  double  what  was 
taken  for  the  whole  of  the  season  through  right 
on  to  the  end  of  August,  and  of  these  even 
scarcely  a  round  dozen  were  caught  after  the 
advent  of  April.  This  may  be  taken  as  a  sample 
of  last  year's  season  all  over,  and  will  show  the 
futility  of  making  any  deductions  from  a  com- 
parison of  last  year's  returns  with  what  little  of 
the  present  season  has  yet  gone. 

The  weather  conditions  since  the  middle  of 
February  have  not  been  particularly  favourable 
for  the  present  salmon  season  either  as  regards  the 
sea  or  river  fisheries.  The  season  opened  under 
the  very  worst  of  weather  auspices,  and  since  then 
scarcely  any  two  favouring  conditions  have  as  yet 
been  experienced  in  combination.  Frost,  drought, 
easterly  or  other  adverse  winds  according  to  the 
locality,  have  mostly  ruled,  instead  of  the  dark 
days  so  much  loved  by  the  salmon  netter,  the 
freshening  land  breeze,  favouring  a  run  of  fish  to 
the  coast,  and  calm  seas  and  normal  tides.  When 
any  of  these  favouring  conditions  have  pre- 
dominated for  a  couple  of  days  on  end,  the 
returns  have  gone  up  accordingly,  but  the  general 
tenor  of  the  weather  has  been  towards  extremes, 
and  anything  but  favourable  for  salmon  fishing. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  the  cry  that  the  salmon 
supply  in  the  sea  is  short.  There  has  been 
little  chance  of  proving  anything  of  the  kind,  and 
although  there  may  be  long  faces  amongst  the 
netsmen  at  their  poverty-stricken  returns  day 
after  day,  yet  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  such 
a  combination  of  adverse  weather  conditions  has 
not  been  experienced  on  the  east  and  north-east 
coasts  during  the  past  two  decades,  and  after  such 
a  spell  of  bad  luck  matters  are  not  likely  to  mend 
in  a  day,  although  there  is  no  saying  but  they 
may  do  so  for  all  that. 

During  the  first  week  of  the  season  the  returns 
were  fairly  good,  and  had  these  continued,  even 
at  the  same  fair  rate,  the  present  cry  as  to  the 
shortening  salmon  supply  would  not  yet  have 
been  heard  ;  but  during  the  succeeding  fortnight 
matters  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse,  till  at 
present  they  are  very  poor  indeed.  A  drop  from 
eighty  and  a  100  fish  per  day  to  eight  and  ten,  as 
was  experienced  at  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Com- 
missioners extensive  fisheries,  gives  some  show 
for  grumbling,  if  not  cause  for  alarm,  were  it  not 
that  behind  this  drop  the  unique  combination  of 
wind,  weather,  and  water  was  as  dead  against  the 
netsman  this  season  as  it  was  in  his  favour 
during  the  first  month's  fishing  last  year. 
Matters  are  beginning  to  mend  considerably,  and 
although  the  daily  supplies  are  as  yet  light,  they 
have  mounted  up  during  the  past  few  days  with 
improved  weather  conditions. 

The  Deveron  district  fishings,  like  the  Find- 
horn,  have  been  practically  nil  since  the  opening 
week,  while  the  FoiTes  and  Nairn  districts  are  in 
a  similar  plight.  "  The  exceedingly  low  rate  of 
temperature  prevailing,  the  frosty  nights,  and  the 
exceedingly  bright  sunshine  during  the  day,  have 
made  fish  shy  of  coming  on  the  coast,"  is  the 
verdict  of  an  experienced  fisherman,  who  also 
adds,  "  I  have  no  recollection  of  there  ever  being 
such  a  dearth  of  fish  in  the  Moray  Firth  districts 
during  the  early  weeks  in  all  my  fifty-four  years 
at  the  nets."  The  same  poor  results  are  common 
to  the  Ness,  Beauly,  Oykel,  and  Brora  fisheries, 
while  the  fishings  along  the  North  coast  have  been 
good,  bad,  and  indifferent — mostly  indifferent. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  contrary  character  of  the 


present  season,  compared  with  that  of  last  year, 
may  continue  throughout,  and  that  the  lean 
opening  days  may  now  Vje  followed  by  months  of 
fatness  and  rejoicing  in  the  land  of  the  tacks- 
man, for  when  there  is  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the 
coast  the  future  prospects  of  the  rodsman  are  all 
the  more  brilliant.  But  at  the  best,  till  weather 
conditions  of  the  most  favourable  description 
prevail  for  a  reasonable  time,  and  the  returns 
from  the  several  fisheries  still  continue  to  decline, 
will  our  faith  continue  to  rest  comfortably  in  the 
fact  that  the  days  of  Salmo  salar  are  not  yet 
numbered.  That  salmon  are  not  anywhere  over 
abundant  is  only  too  evident  to  the  most  casual 
observer  ;  but  it  has  often  been  the  case  in  the 
past,  that  when  matters  in  this  respect  seemed  to 
reach  a  climax,  the  next  tide  or  so  belied  the 
gravest  fears,  and  dashed  the  darkest  speculations 
to  the  winds  by  a  hai-vest  of  plenty  ;  and  it  is  a 
well-known  fact  in  the  natural  history  of  the 
salmon  that  a  series  of  bad  seasons  is  invariably 
followed  by  a  series  of  good  ones. 

If  the  netter  has  suffered  in  pocket  from  the 
adverse  nature  of  the  prevailing  weather  condi- 
tions, how  much  more  so  has  the  angler  in  regard 
to  his  sport  ?  With  the  exception  of  the  Dee, 
and  that  exception  confined  to  the  mid-reaches, 
the  angling  results  have  not  been  of  the  most 
gratifying  order.  "  Two  fish  for  one  week's 
operations  on  both  sides  of  twelve  miles  of  water, 
between  Craigellachie  Bridge  and  BalHndalloch, 
is  a  poor  show,"  is  what  an  esteemed  Speyside 
angler  sends  us ;  adding,  "  The  failure  is 
attributed  to  cold,  frosty  winds."  So  much  for 
the  Spey. 

As  a  salmon  stream  the  Don  is  fairly  out  of  it, 
yet  two  fish  were  got  at  Alford,  some  forty  miles 
inland,  last  week  in  a  favourable  turn  in  the 
weather,  and  another  of  195lb.  at  Kintore  on  the 
same  day,  which  shows  that  what  early  spring  fish 
may  be  in  the  river  are  well  distributed,  and  that 
under  a  spell  of  more  favourable  angling  con- 
ditions the  good  old  Don  may  yet  prove  sur- 
prising in  spite  of  the  gigantic  pollution  and 
other  machinations  so  recklessly  employed  to 
bring  about  its  ruin. 

The  Tthan  and  Ugie  opened  only  the  other  day. 
so  little  can  be  said  about  them.  They  are  really 
sea  trout  streams,  and  if  they  yield  a  spring 
salmon  or  two  to  the  rod,  these  are  hooked  more 
by  chance  than  good  management,  except  on 
those  few  well-defined  salmon  pools  where  they 
are  regularly  and  systematically  looked  for.  The 
best  basket  of  finnock  yet  got  on  the  EUon  Castle 
waters  scaled  171b. — not  bad  under  bad  conditions. 
The  Findhorn  is  another  early  sea  trout  stream, 
and  not  in  it  for  early  salmon  angling.  The 
Ness,  however,  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  salmon 
streams  north  of  the  Dee.  "  Loch  Ness  is  well 
stocked  with  fine  early  salmon,  and  last  week 
alone  some  twenty  fish  were  got  by  anglers  '  free 
fishing '  from  one  or  other  of  the  various  hotels 
alongside  of  the  loch,"  writes  a  local  corre- 
spondent. Miss  Tilston,  from  Foyer's  Hotel,  has 
the  honour  of  having  secured  the  top  weight  of 
the  season — a  beauty  of  291b.  The  Sutherland- 
shire  streams  have  been  veiy  disappointing  to  the 
angler ;  but  then,  so  has  the  weather. 

The  North  Esk  has  been  little  fished  as  yet, 
but  a  good  few  springers  are  said  to  be  in  the 
pools.  The  South  Esk,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
yielded  very  fair  returns,  and  a  couple  of  9- 
pounders  were  got  on  the  Kinnaird  Hotel  section 
on  the  opening  day  (Feb.  25).  Under  the  forward 
policy  now  riiling  the  destinies  of  this  beautiful 
little  river,  much  may  naturally  be  expected  in 
the  near  future. 

In  spite  of  heavy  waters,  which  as  suddenly 
subsided  and  have  been  followed  by  heavy 
droughts,  and  its  effects;  in  spite  of  overnight 
frosts,  followed  in  the  daytime  by  masses  of  grue ; 
and  in  spite  of  adverse  winds  and  too  bright  lights, 
the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  has  fished  remarkably  well 
almost  every  day  since  the  season  opened,  and 
exceptionally  so  with  every  favourable  turn  in  the 
prevailing  adverse  weather  conditions.  The  best 
catch  was  Davie  Nicoll's  nine  fish  to  his  own  rod 
from  the  Floating  Bank  Pool  on  the  Lower  Durris 
water.  After  this  come  half  a  dozen  fours,  a 
dozen  threes,  and  so  on.  Mr.  Farley  has  had  from 
six  to  eight  fish  daily  off  his  water,  and  Sir  John 
Gladstone  creeled  his  thirtieth  fish  since  the 
season  opened  on  Tuesday  last,  being  an  average  of 
about  ten  per  week,  a  bag  which  should  gratify  the 
most  fastidious,  especially  when  it  is  remembered 
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that  it  is  made  on  the  Dee,  where  anglers  have  to 
work  for  their  sport.  There  is  certainly  a  scarcity 
of  fish  on  the  upper  waters,  but  that  grievance  is 
being  daily  remedied  with  every  floodandfavoui-ing 
breeze.  Mr.  George  Blacklaws,  than  whom  no 
one  knows  the  Dee  better,  writes  an  answer  to  our 
query.  "  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools, 
and  as  soon  as  we  get  milder  weather  sport  will  be 
something  immense."  During  the  first  three 
weeks  of  the  season  ninety  fish  were  killed  to  the 
rod  in  Mr.  Blacklaws's  district — not  bad,  we  say 
again,  under  bad  conditions.  The  best  sport, 
however,  is  always  got  when  a  slight  break  occurs, 
under  a  favouring  light  or  a  westerly  breeze,  as 
was  the  case  on  the  Ballater  waters  wh6n,  during 
the  opening  days,  one  rod  in  two  days  creeled 
sixteen  fish  of  various  weights  up  to  171b. 

In  taking  stock  of  the  season  as  far  as  it  has 
gone,  it  may  confidently  be  allowed  that  the  main 
drawback  has  been  the  weather,  and  that  under 
improved  conditions  a  good  season  may  yet  be 
enjoyed.    G.  M. 


COARSE  FISH  ARE  OFF  ! 


Thet  are  so,  thanks  to  an  Act  of  the  late  Mr. 
Mundella,  which  gives  them  respite  from  the 
pressing  attentions  of  the  angler  from  March  15 
until  June  16.  Previously  to  that  Act  fishers  of 
the  class  more  especially  charged  with  the  posses- 
sion of  patience  rather  than  of  sense  were  at 
liberty  to  take  coarse  fish  all  the  year  round.  It 
ought  to  be  said  that  some  authorities  of  sport  as 
well  as  of  the  pot  object  to  the  term  "  coarse  "  as 
applied  to  this  order  of  fish.  I  am  satisfied  to 
protest  against  the  equally  common  and  still 
more  invidious  application  of  it  to  the  fishermen 
themselves.  "  Coarse  fish,"  if  you  like ;  but, 
please,  not  "  coarse  fishermen."  To  return,  as  the 
body  of  anglers  in  the  country  grew  larger  the 
stock  of  coarse  fish,  especially  in  the  public 
waters,  grew  less,  until  at  length  some  check  on 
the  ignorance  and  bloodthirstiness  that  were 
causing  this  diminution  became  impei'ative,  and 
the  Act  came  into  force  whei-eby  at  this  present 
season  coarse  fish  are  off. 

The  season  that  has  just  closed  has  been 
monotonous — monotonously  indifferent,  unfortu- 
nately. The  few  good  catches  here  and  there 
stand  out  brilliantly  from  the  average  greyness. 
Almost  invariably  bags  and  baskets  have  been 
light,  and  the  hearts  of  the  fishers  heavy  in  pro- 
portion. Anglers  are  never  so  happy  as  when 
seeking  an  excuse  for  their  failures,  and  this  year 
they  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  it  in  the  remark- 
able drought  of  last  summer.  Account  for  it 
as  they  may,  at  any  rate,  the  barbel  season 
opened  badly.  Perch  and  dace  were  not  to  be 
lured,  try  for  them  never  so  expertly ;  big  bream 
were  few  and  far  between ;  and  the  plunge  of  the 
pike  was  looked  for,  but  was  not  found.  That 
was  the  experience  all  round.  Sheffield  anglers 
went  out  in  thousands,  and  came  home  fishless 
most  of  them.  Birmingham's  fishers  fared  as 
badly,  spite  their  skill.  So  it  was  on  the  Trent, 
home  of  the  "  stylists  "  in  roach  fishing,  and  on 
the  waters  near  the  metropolis,  notably  the 
Thames,  where,  save  in  the  tideway,  sport  was  far 
below  that  of  average  years. 

When  fish  are  on  the  rise  there  is  not  so  much 
difference  between  the  expert  angler  and  the 
rustic  lad  with  willow  wand  and  bent  pin  and 
worm.  Unfavourable  conditions  are  the  test  of 
skill,  and  this  season  it  was  the  dexterous  rod 
only  that  made  the  big  baskets.  A  famous  lake 
in  the  north  yielded  a  fine  catch  of  pike  to  some 
notable  Yorkshire  anglers,  and  the  more  expert 
Nottingham  men  had  some  good  takes  of  chub 
and  roach.  So  with  roach  and  bream  in  the 
Norfolk  Broads.  While  the  ruck  of  fishers  on 
the  Lea  again  were  scarce  getting  a  "  knock  "  (the 
local  term  for  a  bite,  or  the  semblance  of  a  bite), 
a  few  of  the  cleverer  men  caught  roach  that 
doubtless  will  take  a  place  among  the  trophies  on 
their  club  walls.  On  the  Thames,  where,  as  a 
rule,  sport  was  very  dull,  there  was  one  bright 
gleam.  Perch  fiwhing,  which  was  supposed  to  be 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  at  an  end  on  the  metro- 
politan river,  suddenly  revived  this  season ;  with 
very  fine  paternosters,  daintily  baited  with 
minnow  or  worm,  anglers  did  well.  Big  bream, 
also,  boV^bed  up  serenely  in  the  upper  waters ; 
unfortunately,  there  were  few  of  them.  The 
heavier  roach,  as  usual,  appeared  at  the  wind-up 


of  the  season.  During  the  hot  months,  fly- 
fishing for  chub  in  the  leafy  shadows  was  a 
pleasant  sport,  but  it  could  not  be  called  profit- 
able. 

While  on  the  Thames,  I  may  stop  to  enquire 
why  it  is  that  the  gudgeon  fishing  of  olden  days 
has  almost  disappeared  from  it.  It  was  a  pleasant, 
nay,  a  romantic  sport.  The  previous  generations 
could  tell  of  many  a  matrimonial  match  brought 
about  in  the  pursuit  of  it.  Many  an  old  print 
recalls  for  us  woman — lovely  woman  and  dexterous 
angler — armed  with  a  double  lure,  and  with  an 
eye  upon  a  second  fish.  That  was  in  the  days  of 
the  quiet  courtships  on  the  river  bank,  and  pro- 
test may  be  made  that  we  could  well  spare  for 
them  the  noisy  and  unblushing  flirtations  of  the 
Thames  highway  to-day.  Even  without  these 
contingent  attractions,  gudgeon  fishing  is  not.to 
be  sneered  at.  The  gudgeon  is  not  so  great  a  fool 
as  he  is  called.  Given  a  properly  selected  and 
prepared  swim,  fair  skill,  suitable  tackle,  and 
plenty  of  worms,  of  medium  size  and  well 
scoured,  and  no  doubt  your  gudgeon  will  bite  and 
be  caught.  But  to  say  that  he  is  a  specially  silly 
fish  is  a  slander.  I  hope  to  see  gudgeon  fishing 
once  more  common  on  the  Thames,  with  or  with- 
out the  ladies.  Last  season  would  have  been 
specially  favourable  for  such  a  revival. 

Coarse  fish  anglers  ai-e  unassuming  sportsmen, 
and  it  is  surprising  to  find  them  opposed  any- 
where to  the  powers  that  be.  This  last  season, 
however,  a  quarrel,  or  let  me  call  it  a  misunder- 
standing, between  the  Birmingham  anglers  and 
the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  has  brought 
about  a  state  of  matters  that  may  become  of  con- 
siderable importance.  On  the  one  hand  is  Mr. 
Willis  Bund — than  whom  there  is  no  more 
competent  authority — asserting  that  the  river 
under  the  control  of  his  Board  is  intended 
primarily  to  hold  Salmo7iidx ;  while  the  coarse 
fish  anglers  hint  that  the  netting  of  the  coarse 
fish  has  been  carried  on  in  a  somewhat  severe 
manner.  Meanwhile,  these  anglers,  before  they 
are  allowed  to  pursue  their  sport,  are  charged  for 
a  license ;  and  this  because  the  waters  they  fish 
may  contain  fish  other  than  those  known  as 
"  coarse."  Here  plainly  is  a  pi-etty  point  for  an 
arbiter.  It  seems  unfair  that  the  water  of 
the  angler  for  coarse  fish  should  be  depleted, 
and  that  yet  he  shall  have  to  pay  for  the  privilege 
of  fishing  it.  On  the  other  hand,  Sahnonidye 
undoubtedly  do  frequent  that  water,  and  the 
Birmingham  angler  is  not  always  on  all  occasions 
just  precisely  as  particular  as  perhaps  he  ought 
to  be.  So  it  is  quite  right  that  he  should  pay. 
Could  not  an  arrangement  be  come  to  whereby 
certain  portions  of  the  river  shall  be  resei-ved, 
under  the  necessary  restrictions,  for  the  coarse 
fish  anglers,  and  the  money  they  pay  applied  to 
the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  coarse  fish  ? 
But  then,  Mr.  Willis  Bund  and  his  fellow 
conservators  are  probably  not  averse  to  the  total 
disappearance  of  the  coarse  fish,  and  those  who 
angle  for  them  from  these  waters.  Mr.  Willis 
Bund  may  be  right.  Probably  he  is  within  his 
rights.  But  may  not  the  nine  or  ten  thousand 
Birmingham  fishers  have  rights  also  ?  It  appears 
a  pretty  point  for  an  arbiter.  Ibis  Tag. 


BETWEEN  THE  BITES. 


It  has  been  said,  and  the  phrase  is  much  heard 
in  our  day  of  town-growth  and  centralization  : 
"  Man  is  a  gregarious  animal."  Yet  when  this 
assertion  is  considered,  the  fact  would  appear 
that  the  social  affinities  of  the  genus  Homo — to 
use  the  scientist's  language — are  but  means  to 
an  end,  which  is  pleasure :  that,  indeed,  the  social 
man  is  really  the  pleasure-seeker.  Man  does  not 
love  society  because  he  yearns  for  society  per  se, 
but  for  the  pleasure  incident  to  human 
intercourse. 

The  statement  of  this  psychological  distinction 
is  necessary,  in  order  to  justify  our  defence  of  the 
"  poor  fisher  "  as  regards  the  aspersions  of  certain 
folk,  not  of  a  piscatorial  inclination,  who  are 
wont,  at  times,  to  regard  us  anglers  as  an  unfa- 
vourable variation  of  the  species. 

Every  human  being  seeks  happiness,  immediate 
or  prospective.  Happiness  seems  to  consist  in 
contrast ;  that  is,  before  the  feeling  of  happiness, 
the  sense  of  eminent  well-being  can  be  experienced 
by  an  individual,  this  must  have  been  preceded 
by  a  lower  degree  of  the  same  mental  state,  or  by 


a  degree  of  pain.  Thus  our  critics  find  the  con- 
trast, productive  to  them  of  pleasurable  feelings, 
in  society ;  and  the  angler,  though,  as  he  might 
say,  "  'Tis  not  that  I  love  man  the  less,"  likewise 
instinctively  has  none  other  motive  in  his  gentle 
art  than  to  become  sensible  of  the  lively  contrast 
which  arises  from  the  quiet,  restrained  excite- 
ment of  making  the  acquaintance  of  the  elusive 
inhabitants  of  river  and  stream. 

The  fisherman,  moreover,  in  thus  taking  his 
pleasure,  is  far  more  likely,  when  he  returns  from 
his  excursions  to  the  bosom  of  society,  to  be  a 
socially  agreeable  and  efficient  being;  and  the 
more  so,  on  account  of  his  self-enforced  contact 
with  nature,  and  because,  in  Hazlett's  words,  he 
gives  himself  "  a  little  breathing-space  to  muse 
on  different  matters,  where  contemplation 

"  May  plume  her  feathers  and  let  grow  her  wings. 
That  in  the  various  bustle  of  resort 
Were  all  too  ruffled  and  sf  metimes  impaired." 
Experience  of  anglers  proves  that  men  of  fi-esh, 
pleasant,  original  nature,  and  withal  most 
profitable  sociably,  are  to  be  found  in  the  majority 
amongst  them.  I  call  to  mind  a  hearty,  white- 
haired  old  friend,  a  true  disciple  of  Walton,  who 
is,  in  fact,  full  of  years,  but  young  in  spirit. 
How  he  delights  to  pass  a  day  on  the  bank  of  a 
stream,  talking  to  no  one  but  the  murmuring 
water  and  the  spirit  of  the  air,  content  so  as  he 
may  have  his  crisp  crust  of  bread  and  chunk  of 
country  cheese !  If  one  is  with  him,  he  may  drop 
an  occasional  remark  which  is  always  interesting 
— a  very  welcome  exchange  for  commonplace 
verbosity.  But  he  is  too  engaged  and  happy  to 
speak  overmuch.  When,  however,  he  returns  to 
the  centre  of  civilization,  there  is  generally  a 
competition  for  his  company,  so  full  of  quaint 
tales  and  original  comments  is  he.  Everyone 
appears  to  find  interest  in  his  talk  and  society ; 
and  when  any  of  these  town-folk,  with  all  timidity, 
venture  with  him  to  his  happy  hunting  grounds, 
they  not  infrequently  catch  the  piscatorial  spirit, 
which  is  infectious,  harmless,  and  delightful. 

Philosophus. 


THE  "BLOOMING"  OR  "BREAKING" 
OF  LAKES  AND  PONDS. 
(Wasser-bluthe — Fleurs  d'Eau.) 
[Continued  from  page  166.) 


"  The  breaking  of  Copmerelast  year  was  caused 
by  two  of  the  species  I  have  already  mentioned. 
That  portion  forming  a  green  scum  on  the  surface 
of  the  mere  I  found  to  be  Clathrocystis  asruginosa. 
That  permeating  the  water  at  all  depths  of  the 
mere  was  Aphanizomenon  flos-aquae.  They  will 
pi-esently  appear  on  the  screen  in  a  very  enlarged 
form. 

"  Clathrocystis  xruginosa  is  the  most  remark- 
able product  I  ever  saw.  Amongst  the  countless 
millions  on  the  surface  of  the  mere  no  two  are 
alike  in  form.  To  the  unassisted  eye  they  are 
like  emerald  gi-een  granules ;  they  are  fronds 
floating  about  the  upper  strata  of  the  mere  in 
vast  numbers,  forming  a  scum  through  which  thei 
water  beneath  cannot  be  seen. 

"The  size  of  these  granules  or  fronds  is  asj 
variable  as  their  shapes,  from  ith  of  an  inch  ini 
diameter  to  i^th.  Each  frond  is  a  microscopic  j 
gelatinous  body,  composed  of  a  colourless  gela- 
tinous matrix  in  which  are  embedded  innumerable 
minute  green  transparent  round  cells.  The 
alteration  of  size  and  shape  of  the  fronds,  which 
are  at  first  roundish,  is  owing  to  an  erratic 
multiplication  by  division  of  the  minute  cells, 
causing  the  gelatinous  encasing  matrix  to  take 
shape  as  the  cells,  not  larger  than  the  ^jjigTjth  of 
an  inch  in  diameter,  which  multiply.  Some 
resemble  handcuffs,  some  chainwork,  dumb-bells, 
and  some  in  very  fantastic  lattice-like  forms.  It 
is  from  this  lattice  work  the  term  clathrate  is 
given  to  their  structure.  Each  frond  is  quite 
distinct  from  its  congeners  whatever  its  shape 
may  assume. 

"  The  cells  multiply  by  dividing  into  two  or 
four,  they  have  a  distinct  margin  and  contain 
granules.  As  cold  weather  approaches  they  swell 
up,  fade  to  a  brownish  tint  and  sink  to  the 
bottom,  to  await  a  new  life  in  the  following  year, 
until  which  time  their  life-history  becomes  lost. 

"  Unlike  the  freely  swimming  ciliated  Vohox, 
they  are  motionless. 

"  I  now  come  to  the  second  kind. 
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"  Aphanizo^iienon  Jloa-aquH'  is  the  extraordinary 
name  given  to  the  algie  which  we  found  permeating 
the  water  of  Copmere.  It  did  not  lie  on  the 
surface,  like  CZo//(roci/s<is,  but  was  equally  diiJused 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  mere.  Its  appear- 
ance is  indicated  on  the  sheet. 

"It  consists  of  what  are  termed  trichomee, 
from  the  Greek  word  thrix,  meaning  the  hair.  It 
is  a  thread  or  filament  of  filamentous  algse,  but 
has  the  power  of  associating  itself  with  others  in 
bundles  of  membranaceous  flakes  until  they 
assume  more  or  less  a  diamond  shape.  When  so 
associated  they  appear  minute  specks,  but  can 
only  be  defined  by  microscopic  assistance. 

"  The  trichomes  are  straight,  thin  rods,  separat- 
ing when  the  water  is  shaken  in  a  bottle.  They 
are  slightly  granular,  with  cylindiical  joints  and 
reproductive  spores.  They  belong  to  the  confer- 
void  algcE  of  the  family  Nostochaccr.  The  fila- 
ments or  trichomes  have  a  diameter  of  about 
go'poth  of  an  inch,  and  are  flattish,  but  with  cylin- 
drical cells.  It  is  probable  that  it  is  their  flatness 
which  causes  them  to  cohere  in  clusters  or 
bundles. 

"  Now,  much  as  I  had  vainly  hoped  to  have  dis- 
covered something  botanically  new  to  chronicle 
in  the  report  of  our  proceedings,  I  am  obliged  to 
confess  that  I  am  only  relating  what  has  been 
observed  before  in  other  meres  by  enquiring 
members  of  neighbouring  field  clubs ;  but  as  no 
discovery  is  complete  in  itself,  or  final,  and  only 
leading  on  by  further  investigation  to  fuller  deve- 
lopment, I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  relate  something 
of  novelty  and  progressive  research,  and  I  am 
here  led  to  the  chemical  and  colour  side  of  this 
question,  and  in  that  region  I  feel  to  be  more  at 
home. 

"  Having  daring  many  years  past  examined  the 
colouring  matter  of  plants  yielding  dyes,  amongst 
many  others  that  which  gives  to  vegetation  its 
green  colour,  namely  chlorophyll  or  leaf-gi-een,  I 
was  led  to  think  the  colouring  matter  of  this  alga 
was  chlorophyll,  and  to  try  whether  it  could  be 
isolated,  and  this  inquiry  resulted  in  some  very 
interesting  facts. 

"  It  has  been  much  questioned  for  many  years 
past  whether  chlorophyll  exists  under  the  form  of 
globules  or  granules,  and  whether  solid,  semi- 
solid, or  a  fluid  enclosed  in  delicate  membranes. 
In  microscopic  plants  in  which  the  circulation  of 
the  sap  can  be  seen  with  the  microscope,  as  in  the 
Char  a,  the  circulating  chlorophyll  can  be  seen  in 
corpuscles  beyond  the  cell-wall  and  in  the  circu- 
lating matter.  In  other  plants  the  chlorophyll  is 
to  be  seen  both  in  corpuscles  and  amoi"phous. 

"  It  is  well  known  that  alcohol  and  ether 
abstract  the  colour,  whilst  the  corpuscles,  cells  or 
fibres  containing  it,  remain,  this  points  to  their 
being  dyed  with  the  chlorophyll,  and  being 
distinct  from  it. 

"The  bottle  of  water  containing  these  two 
forms  of  alga- 1  brought  home  with  me  as  well  as 
another  I  subsequently  sent  for,  both  of  which  I 
set  aside  for  watching  and  experiment. 

"With  tincture  of  iodine  the  green  colour  is 
turned  into  a  kind  of  golden  brown.  Natural 
decay  also  brought  about  the  same  change. 

"  In  two  weeks  a  perceptible  change  took  place, 
decomposition  set  in  from  the  alga;  gradually 
dying,  a  light  brownish  sediment  formed  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bottle,  which  on  examination  with 
the  microscope  consisted  of  cell-walls  of  the 
trichomes,  which  were  being  greedily  devoured 
by  innumerable  animalcula;,  mostly  ciliated  free 
swimming  infusoria  of  the  Coljjodea  family,  such 
as  Paro.'fncium,  and  Opalina,  with  a  few  rotifers 
of  which  there  were  only  a  few  when  the  algts 
were  in  a  healthy  state.  The  rapid  increase  of 
these  infusoria,  and  their  voracity  was  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  sights  I  ever  saw.  They  seemed 
to  increase  by  millions  as  scavengers  of  this 
decaying  microscopic  plant-life. 

"  In  proportion  as  the  vegetable  tissue  decayed 
a  remarkable  change  occurred  in  the  liquid.  The 
chlorophyll  having  escaped  its  bonds  became 
bluer  in  shade  and  remained  in  solution  in  the 
water  as  a  tinctorial  fluid  of  a  bluish-green 
colour.  Then  in  another  week  a  new  change  took 
place,  the  dawn,  so  to  speak,  of  autumnal  tints 
occurred,  the  bluish-green  liquid  appeared  by 
reflected  light  to  be  auburn,  whilst  by  trans- 
mitted light  no  tra/je  of  this  tint  could  be 
obaerved,  as  it  held  definitely  to  its  bluish-green 
colour.  This  was  a  remarkable  find,  resembling 
a  few  r/f  the  di^shroic  and  fluorescent  aniline  dyes 


such  as  Uramine  and  Bosine,  specimens  of  which 
I  have  brought  with  me  in  these  small  bottles, 
which  distinctly  show  two  colours  as  they  are 
viewed  by  reflected  or  transmitted  light.  This  is 
exactly  what  occurred  with  the  solution  of 
chlorophyll  in  the  bottle.  By  reflected  light  no 
tinge  of  blue  could  be  seen,  nor  any  yellow  by 
transmitted  light.  Chlorophyll  then,  in  this 
state  of  change,  is  a  dichroic  liquid. 

"  This  phenomenon  remained  in  its  fluorescent 
or  dichroic  state  for  about  one  month,  and 
gradually  the  bluish  green  changed  into  a  pretty 
autumnal  reddish  brown  in  which  it  rests  to-day, 
the  whole  of  the  water  becoming  rust  coloured, 
leaving  no  trace  of  blue  or  green.  The  animal- 
culse,  for  want  of  food,  have  died  and  helped  to 
increase  the  deposit  at  the  bottom  of  the  bottle ; 
the  surface  of  the  liquid,  at  first  covered  with  the 
scum  of  Clathrocystis,  is  now  a  light  floating 
scum  of  a  rusty  brown  colour  like  the  liquid  and 
its  deposit. 

"  Does  not  this  portray  what  occurs  in  the 
leaves  themselves  during  spring,  summer,  and 
autumn?  With  the  sprouting  of  the  leaf  into 
light,  chlorophyll  begins  to  form,  gradually 
deepening  as  summer  advances,  then  as  the  sap 
loses  it  force  and  vitality,  the  chlorophyll  changes 
its  colour  into  those  autumnal  tints  which  make 
the  woodland  scenery  so  beautiful  and  varied. 

"My  friend,  Dr.  Schunck,  of  Manchester,  to 
whom  I  sent  a  bottle  of  the  Gopmere  water  in  its 
worst  breaking  state,  by  treating  it  with  ether 
obtained  two  beautiful  blue  colouring  matters  of 
considerable  intensity. 

"  This  change  finds  its  reflex,  too,  in  the  arts, 
for  chlorophyll  is  now  a  commercial  product. 
Mr.  E.  D.  Haen,  of  Hanover,  has  discovered  a 
method  of  extracting  chlorophyll  from  plants  in 
the  two  forms  in  which  I  found  it  in  the  bottles 
of  Copmere  water. 

"  I  have  had  an  interesting  coiTespondence  with 
him,  and  have  obtained  from  him  samples  of  his 
products,  both  in  a  soluble  and  insoluble  form. 

"  Those  insoluble  in  water  are  soluble  in  oil  and 
other  fatty  matters,  also  in  absolute  alcohol. 
They  are  chiefly  used  by  confectioners  in  the 
manufacture  of  liqueurs,  and  for  reviving  the  tone 
of  faded  tinned  vegetables. 

"I  venture  to  suggest,  in  concluding  this 
paper,  that  it  would  be  of  interest,  and  probably 
of  use,  to  institute  a  series  of  investigations  to 
determine  the  pathological  properties  of  these 
mere  waters  when  in  the  '  breakage  '  condition. 

"  It  occurs  to  me  to  suggest  that  if  fish  are  so 
harmfully  affected  by  it,  it  may  not  be  outside 
the  bounds  of  probability  that  epidemics,  both  in 
man  and  beast,  may  be  traced  to  this  source  as  a 
cause.  I  found  vibrios  present  in  considerable 
numbers." 


THE   IRISHMAN'S    STORY,  WITH 
INTERRUPTIONS. 


By  "Keyptos." 

'■  Did  ye  never  hear  the  story  of  Jarvey's 
salmon,  sor  P — No!  Well,  I  am  surphrised! 
Why,  iveryone  from  here  to  Kilcrum  has  heard  it 
a  dozen  toimes  with  one  in  to  make  it  shure 
they'll  niver  forget  it. 

"  Jarvey's  the  boatman  down  at  Ballycorvan 
Lake  wid  his  own  boat,  shure.  'Tis  thrue  it's  got 
a  moighty  little  bit  o'  bottom  ;  but  thin  ye  can't 
have  iverything  in  the  world. — Oh,  it's  the  boat 
that  has  moighty  little  bottom — not  the  lake — 
that  has  moiles  of  it. 

"  Well,  sor,  as  oi  was  sayin',  the  boat  on  Bally- 
corvan belongs  to  Jarvey,  or  it  did  before  it  sank, 
an'  Jarvey  died. — No;  Jarvey  wer'nt  drowned 
whin  the  boat  sank,  he  wasn't  in  it ;  there  was  no 
accident  thin,  divil  a  bit,  because  he'd  hoired  the 
boat  to  an  Englishman  !  Of  course  the  English- 
man was  drowned,  but  'twas  his  own  fault,  shure, 
for  no  one  but  a  fool  would  hoire  a  boat  wid  no 
bottom. — How  did  he  git  into  the  boat.* — Why, 
like  any  ither  man.  No ;  he  couldn't  fall  through, 
because  the  holes  were  patched  up.  Anyhow, 
before  he  hoired  out  the  boat  he  used  it  himself, 
an'  he  would  'a  used  it  afterwards  only  he  died 
before,  an'  the  boat  sank,  which  was  a  providint- 
shal  thing,  because  it  moight  have  sunk  before  he 
died,  an'  when  he  was  in  it,  bad  luck  to  it,  and 
thin  his  woife  would  'a  been  lift  a  widder,  only 
she'd  been  dead  two  year,  an'  he'd  married  agin 
since  thin  I — Oh,  yes,  the  Englishman  lift  a  woife 


an'  family ;  so  ye  see  it's  an  ill  wind  as  blows 
nobody  good.  It  might  'a  h»in  Jarvey's  family, 
'cept  that  he  didn't  have  none,  as  his  bhoys  was  all 
grown  up. — Well,  sor !  before  he  died  he  was  out 
fishin'  wid  two  gintleman  who  was  stayin'  up  at  the 
Inn,  an'  as  they  didn't  care  to  come  out  for  the 
rain,  he  wint  along  by  himself,  an'  aa  his  boat  had 
no  bottom  at  all,  at  all — savin'  the  patches — he 
took  old  Michael  Cassidy's,  which  had  a  good 
bottom  but  poor  side  planks,  an'  he  was  out  on 
the  top  of  the  lake  an'  usin'  a  loive-bait  for  pike, 
which  same  are  foine  fish  in  our  water.  Well, 
sor,  'twas  rainin'  loike  the  ould  gintleman  himself 
— savin'  your  presence — an'  he  was  wet  as  the 
lake  itself  ;  except  he  was  in  the  boat  he  moight 
'a  bin  in  the  water,  though  he  was  better  where  he 
was,  for  Jarvey  couldn't  swim.  Michael  Cassidy 
could  though !  so  he  hadn't  patched  up  the  soides 
of  his  boat  quite  sure,  for  he  niver  used  it  himself, 
an'  o'  course  if  other  people  couldn't  swim  'twas 
nothin'  to  do  with  him.  Well,  sor,  Jarvey  got 
holt  av  a  big  fish,  an'  he  pulled  up  the  stone  they 
used  to  anchor — 'twas  Jarvey  pulled  up  the 
stone,  not  the  fish — and  he  cut  it  off  av  the  rope 
because,  shure,  the  boat  wouldn't  hold  both  him 
an'  the  stone. — How  did  he  get  the  stone  there  r 
Well,  begorra !  I'm  tilling  the  story  as  ivery  one 
av  us  heard  Jarvey  tell  it,  an'  Jarvey  cut  the 
stone  ofE,  so  I  suppose  he  put  it  on  !  An'  shure 
wasn't  it  raining,  so  the  boat  wud  be  full  o'  water. 
That's  why  he  couldn't  take  the  stone  in  too  I — 
Why  didn't  he  empt'  the  water  out  ?  WeU, 
wasn't  he  in  the  middle  av  the  lake,  an'  didn't  oi 
tell  ye  he  couldn't  swim !  How  was  he  to  git  out 
an'  do  it  ?  Well,  in  good  toime  the  water  in  the 
boat  ran  out  av  the  holes  in  the  soides,  an'  Jarvey 
was  moighty  glad,  or  he'd  niver  'a  bin  able  to  git 
the  fish  in.  Jarvey  said  'twere  the  biggest  fish  in 
the  lake,  an'  begorra !  it  puUed  like  a  horse,  wid 
Jarvey  an'  the  boat  bein'  towed  along  afther 
it.  Then  Jarvey  found  that  all  the  loine 
was  out  an'  the  fish  was  still  pulling. — What 
did  he  do  ?  Why  he  let  it  pull  1  an' 
they  wint  from,  the  thop  av  the  lake  to  the 
bottom  in  fourteen  minutes. — No,  I  don't  mean 
that  the  boat  sunk  thin !  I  mean  they  thravelled 
from  the  Kilci-um  end  to  the  Ballycorvan  end  in 
that  toime.  Sure,  it  wouldn't  take  thim  fourteen 
minutes  to  do  it  downwards,  though  the  lake  is 
deep  !  Presently  he  saw  Michael  Cassidy  comin' 
down  the  shore,  and  Michael  yells, '  Come  out  o' 
my  boat,  ye  spalpeen  ! '  'I  wish  oi  cud  1 '  says 
J ai-vey,  then  he  bawls  '  Bring  me  another  loine 
and  a  gafE ! '  for  the  boat  was  so  low  in  the  water 
that  he'd  lift  these  out  for  fear  she'd  be 
swamped.  So  Michael  started  off  to  Kilcrum  to 
git  him  a  new  loine. 

"  When  he'd  gone  the  salmon  tm-ned  an' 
pulled  the  boat  back  to  the  Kilcrum  end,  so  if 
Jarvey  had  knowed  he  moight  have  given 
Cassidy  a  lift  as  far  as  that,  'cept  that,  av  course, 
he  couldn't  git  neai*  the  shore,  an'  the  two  av 
thim  must  a'  swamped  her  intoirely. 

"  What  did  Jarvey  do  ?  Why  he  wint  with 
the  boat !  I  told  ye  he  co\ildn't  swim  1  Presently 
the  soides  av  the  boat  begun  to  leak,  an'  Jarvey 
tuk  off  his  coat  an'  sthuffed  the  hole  up  wid  his 
sleeve.  Thin  the  other  soide  began  to  leak,  so  he 
tuk  the  other  sleeve  an'  sthuffed  that  hole  up,  an' 
afther  that  the  boat  begun  to  leak,  an'  Jai'vey  sot 
on  the  hole  !  But  the  estry  weight  av  the  coat 
at  the  bottom  av  the  boat  settled  it  a  bit  more, 
so  he  tuk  it  out  and  threw  it  over  the  soide ;  but 
it  only  sunk  a  little  more,  so  he  got  out  av  the  boat 
to  loighten  it !  It  was  a  great  shame  entoirely, 
for  it  was  a  foine  fish,  and — What  became  of 
Jarvey  ?  Why,  share,  I  tould  ye  he  couldn't 
swim !  He  was  drowned  !  I  tould  you  he  was 
drowned  in  Michael  Cassidy's  boat  1 — How  do 
we  know  it  was  a  salmon  ? — Begorra,  didn't  the 
salmon  get  away  !  Who  saw  it  all  happen  ? — 
Why  haven't  I  tould  you  Jarvey  tould  Michael 
Cassidy  to  go  an'  git  him  a  gaff  an'  a  loine,  an', 
shure,  didn't  he  come  back  an'  foind  his  boat  at 
the  bottom  !  Bad  luck  to  it  I  It  must  have  bin  a 
foine  fish. — What  ? — Oh,  thin  I  I  can't  tell  ye  all 
over  agin,  and  shure  its  J arvey's  own  story,  an' 
it's  not  well  to  talk  careless  av  dead  men  ! " 


The  Lion  Hotel  Trout  Water,  Farning- 
HAM.— We  hear  that  Mi-.  Lovegrove  has  re-stocked 
his  water,  and,  to  make  it  more  select,  has  raised 
the  price  of  day  tickets  to  "s.  6d.,  with  a  limited 
number  of  season  tickets  at  £5  5s. 


186 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  18,  1899 


IMPRISONMENT  FOR  A  DAY'S 
FISHING. 


A  SHORT  time  ago,  an  officer  of  the  60th  Rifles 
was  staying  at  Troyes  for  a  few  months  in  the 
summer  with  an  Abbe,  for  the  purpose  of  rubbing 
up  his  French  before  going  to  the  Staff  College. 
Being  a  keen  fisherman,  he  spent  a  good  many  of 
his  leisure  hours  in  whipping  the  neighbouring 
streams.  He  fished  the  Yonne,  Seine,  and  Aube ; 
the  best  for  trout  was  the  first  named,  though  he 
caught  some  beauties  over  a  pound,  high  up  in 
the  Aube,  above  Bar-sur-Aube ;  he  caught  no 
trout  in  the  Seine. 

The  streams  were  all  netted,  and  it  was  only  in 
places  difficult  to  net  that  there  was  any  good 
sport  to  be  had.  Pi-oprietors  generally  made  no 
difficulty  about  allowing  him  to  fish.  One  day, 
when  fishing  near  Brienne,  and  having  landed 
about  two  dozen  small  fish  something  like  our 
daoe,  which  had  risen  eagerly  to  a  blue  dun,  a 
pictiu-esque  view  on  the  opposite  bank  caught  his 
fancy ;  he  sat  down  by  the  side  of  the  stream,  took 
out  his  drawing-book,  and  began  making  a  sketch. 
Becoming  engrossed  in  his  work,  he  did  not  hear 
two  men  approaching  him  from  behind.  The 
sketch  being  finished  to  his  satisfaction,  he  put 
the  book  into  his  pocket,  and  was  proceeding  to 
take  up  the  rod,  when  a  hand  was  laid  on  his 
shoulder,  and  turning  sharply  round,  he  found 
himself  face  to  face  with  two  gendarmes,  one  of 
whom  said,  "  I  arrest  you  as  a  German  spy,"  and 
in  spite  of  his  protestations,  was  marched  ofE  to 
prison ;  after  being  searched,  he  was  taken  before 
the  Mayor  of  Brienne.  In  vain  he  explained  that 
he  was  an  English  officer  on  leave,  and  that  he 
was  merely  making  a  sketch  for  his  own  amuse- 
ment. This  did  not  satisfy  them ;  they  said  they 
did  not  believe  he  was  an  Englishman,  but  knew 
he  was  a  spy  and  a  German,  and  one  that  the 
secret  police  had  long  been  on  the  look-out  for, 
and  that  now  being  caught  in  the  flagrant  act  of 
making  a  map  of  the  country  he  must  go  to 
prison.  He  was  locked  up  all  night  in  a  very 
uncomfortable  cell  on  very  short  commons. 
However,  the  next  day,  much  to  his  relief,  he  was 
informed  that  his  identity  had  been  proved 
through  the  English  Embassy  in  Paris.  The 
gendarmes  apologised  for  the  mistake  that  had 
been  made,  and  said  that,  having  been  warned 
that  a  spy  of  German  nationality  was  in  the 
vicinity,  and  having  watched  him  on  several 
occasions  taking  notes,  and,  as  they  thought, 
making  a  plan  of  the  country,  they  considered  it 
their  duty  to  arrest  him.  Everything  having 
been  explained  satisfactorily  and  a  promise  being 
given  that  care  should  be  taken  that  he  should 
not  be  interfered  with  again,  he  was  allowed  to 
go  free.  In  relating  his  adventure,  the  officer  in 
question  said  that  after  it  was  all  over  he  was  not 
sorry  to  have  had  this  experience,  as  it  gave  him 
an  insight  into  French  prison  life,  which  he  could 
never  otherwise  have  obtained ;  he  also  learned  a 
good  many  French  phrases  not  in  common  use. 

P.  H.  Bewicke. 


WHEN  AND  HOW  TO  USB  GENTLES. 

If  you  look  at  a  Lea  angler  at  work,  the 
chances  are  that  you  will  find  he  is  using  as  bait 
white  bread  paste — an  excellent  bait,  too,  for 
most  kinds  of  fish,  as  he  or  any  experienced 
angler  well  knows.  This  clean  and  simple  bait  is 
found  to  be  universally  effective  in  the  capture  of 
roach  and  bream,  and  though  not  the  bait  par 
excellence  for  other  fish,  still  it  not  infrequently 
accounts  for  the  lives  of  rudd,  barbel,  chub,  tench, 
and  dace,  to  say  nothing  of  bleak,  and  most  of 
the  few  remaining  kinds  of  fresh-water  fish,  odd 
members  of  which  are  at  times  thus  accounted 
for.  No  doubt  white  bread  paste  is  always 
reliable  as  likely  to 'give  some  results,  but  how- 
ever much  can  >>e  said  in  its  favour,  even  for  the 
capture  of  those  two  fish  for  which  it  is  particu- 
larly good,  it  seems  to  me  too  great  a  piece  of 
conservatiam  to  use  it  so  exclusively  as  does  the 
Lea  angler.  Winter  and  summer  alike  you  rarely 
find  him  without  it,  whilst  usually  he  has  nothing 
else,  or,  if  he  has,  it  is  in  insufficient  quantity  to 
be  effectively  used.  It  is  more  than  a  stand-by 
with  him ;  it  is  as  essential  as  was  the  sheet 
anchor  in  the  sea  songs  of  the  Dibdin  days.  On 
the  face  of  it,  such  conservatism  is  hardly  wise 
considering  the  fickleness,  if  1  may  be  allowed 


the  word,  that  is  characteristic  of  all  angling 
experiences.  I  may  go  a  step  further,  and  say 
that  it  is  a  mistake. 

Now,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  look  at  a 
Sheffield  angler  when  engaged  in  catching  the 
same  species  of  fish,  you  will  almost  as  certainly 
find  him  using  gentles — he  is  as  conservative  in 
their  use  as  is  his  Lea  brother  in  the  use  of  bread 
paste — and  as  we  condemn  the  exclusiveness  of  the 
one,  so  must  we  that  of  the  other.  This  much, 
however,  for  the  Sheffielder,  that,  though  gentles 
are  to  him  a  stand-by,  they  are  not  essential,  being 
of  tener  subordinated  to  other  baits  than  is  bread 
in  the  case  of  the  habitues  of  the  Lea.  The 
Sheffielder  knows  well  the  virtues  of  creed  wheat, 
potato,  worms,  and  the  like,  not  to  relegate  some 
amount  of  consideration  to  them  at  suitable  times 
of  the  year,  though  from  a  large  amount  of 
experience  and  contact  with  him  in  his  own 
waters  I  must  say  that  he  is  altogether  at  fault  in 
a  too  sparing  use  of  bread.  Perhaps  this 
omission  is  not  entirely  a  loss,  for  he  is  so  inor- 
dinately extravagant  in  the  use  of  ground-bait 
that  to  follow  his  practices  with  a  bait  of  the  food 
value  of  bread  would  be  to  sui-feit  the  fish  in 
every  water  with  which  he  came  in  contact. 

Of  the  respective  merits  of  paste  and  gentles  I 
need  not  stop  to  compare.  Both  are  excellent, 
and  in  their  season  and  place  the  best  that  can  be 
used.  Personally,  I  am  unprejudiced,  using  both 
with  equal  openness  of  mind,  being  guided  solely 
by  discretion.  To  the  reader  I  woiild  advise  the 
same  freedom,  and  forthwith  I  am  brought  to  the 
practical  purpose  of  this  article,  which  I  trust 
will  be  found  of  some  real  utility  to  those  who 
peruse  it. 

When  to  Use  Gentles. — I  could  dismiss  the 
question  with  the  reply,  "Rarely  be  without 
them,"  and  the  advice  would  be  good,  if,  albeit,  too 
summary.  But  I  wish  to  be  much  more  exact 
than  that.  In  waters  like  the  Thames  and  the 
Trent  they  are  never  out  of  season,  but  in  canals, 
lakes,  and  quiet  waters  generally,  there  are  very 
decidedly  preferential  times,  and  times  when  they 
are  at  a  discount.  They  are  at  a  discount  in  very 
warm  weather,  the  number  of  little  fish  then 
taken  amounting  at  times  to  a  positive  nuisance. 
Autumn  is  the  time  par  excellence,  and  running  it 
close  in  suitability  is  winter.  It  sometimes 
happens,  too,  at  the  end  of  June,  when  the 
angling  season  is  just  born,  that  the  temperature 
of  the  early  mornings,  or  even  later  in  the  day,  is 
much  on  an  equality  with  that  of  autumn.  In 
such  a  case  gentles  ought  to  have  a  preference. 
From  purely  practical  considerations  I  would  also 
strongly  recommend  gentles  for  windy  weather  at 
any  season  of  the  year.  Paste,  unless  sweetened 
or  otherwise  rendered  more  than  naturally 
adhesive,  is  not  a  very  comfortable  bait  to  use  at 
such  times.  With  paste  the  angler  needs  to  see 
a  bite  promptly,  and  though  a  feeding  fish  is 
noticeably  bolder  in  rough  weather  than  in  calm, 
and  takes  the  bait  with  much  less  circumspection, 
yet  for  aU  that  there  is  still  lacking  that  absolute 
promptitude  of  detection  that  should  characterise 
paste  fishing.  Now,  with  gentles  it  is  otherwise. 
You  must  be  as  prompt  to  detect  a  bite  usually  as 
with  paste,  but  there  is  this  great  difference,  that 
your  gentles  will  not  be  taken  off  the  hook  before 
you  have  a  chance  of  getting  your  fish,  should  you 
be  somewhat  slow,  or,  what  is  tantamount  to  the 
same  thing,  your  gentles  ai-e  not  so  easily  gutted 
in  proportion  as  paste  is  removed  from  the  hook, 
this  fact  often  resulting  in  the  fish  holding  the 
bait  longer  in  the  mouth  in  the  former  than  in 
the  latter  case — a  distinct  advantage  when  at 
such  times  delicat«  movements  of  the  float  aie 
undiscernible  except  to  the  most  practised  sight. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  I  have  assigned  the  best 
times  for  gentles  to  those  seasons  when  they  are 
scarcest  or  altogether  unattainable.  True,  they 
are  not  to  be  had  freshly  bred,  but  they  are  to  be 
had  for  all  that.  The  angler  must  look  ahead, 
and  provide,  like  the  ant,  in  the  season  of  plenty 
for  the  time  of  dearth.  To  be  precise,  the  anglar 
must  get  his  gentles  as  late  in  the  season  as  the 
weather  will  admit  of  their  being  bred  (last  year, 
owing  to  the  extreme  mildness  that  prevailed, 
they  were  to  be  had  until  well  into  November, 
though  in  general  the  middle  of  September  is 
quite  late  enough),  and  then  suitably  store  them 
tor  the  rest  of  the  autumn  and  winter  require- 
ments. The  modus  operandi  is,  I  believe, 
commonly  known,  but  for  the  information  of  the 
inexperienced,  and  for  the  sake  of  completeness,  I 


will  briefly  describe  it.  When  full  grown,  the 
gentles  should  be  taken  from  the  vessel  in  which 
they  have  been  bred,  and  placed  in  a  large  earthen- 
ware jar  or  in  a  zinc  bath  with  alternate  layers 
of  damp  sand.  Caution  must  be  observed  not 
to  make  the  sand  too  damp,  or  it  will  lead 
to  the  death  and  decay  of  the  whole,  and  to 
the  annoyance  and  disgust  of  the  angler- 
Be  prodigal  with  the  sand;  and  when  the  whole 
have  been  bedded  down,  place  the  vessel  in  a  dark, 
cool  place,  with  preferably  a  damp,  not  wet, 
atmosphere.  At  intervals  pay  a  visit  of  inspec- 
tion, especially  if  immediately  after  the  operation 
of  storing  the  weather  should  become  rather 
warm  for  a  day  or  two.  If  the  surface  sand 
shows  signs  of  becoming  di-y,  add  a  little  damp 
sand,  but  on  no  account  try  to  water  the  sand 
already  in  the  vessel.  Don  t  be  alarmed  if  you 
find  a  few  flies  about.  So  long  as  there  is  not  a 
general  exodus  from  the  vessel,  the  bulk  of  those 
stored  thei-e  will  be  safe  and  .well.  When  you 
require  to  take  some  of  your  store,  be  careful  not 
to  disturb  the  repose  of  the  remainder.  Neither 
curiosity  nor  concern  should  induce  you  to  inter- 
fere with  them  until  they,  too,  are  required  for 
actual  use.  The  test  of  your  success  will  be  a 
good  sized,  smooth-skinned  gentle  all  through  the 
winter.  Failure  will  be  evinced  by  a  putrid, 
offensive  mass  if  too  much  water  was  used 
initially,  a  preponderance  of  dead  ones  if  you 
were  too  early  in  your  storing,  or  kept  the  vessel 
in  too  warm  a  place,  and  a  diminutively  sized 
gentle  if  all  along  the  sand  has  been  too  dry. 
Notwithstanding,  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  be 
successful. 

How  to  Use  Gentles. — In  this  there  lies  some 
amount  of  art.  I  have  seen  anglers,  who  might 
have  known  better,  using  gentles  in  a  manner 
that  was  absolutely  prohibitive  to  success.  On 
this  head  I  hope  to  convey  some  useful  informa- 
tion. When  I  have  been  in  a  tackle  dealer's  shop, 
I  have  been  amazed  at  times  by  the  number  of 
customers  coming  in  for  pennyworths  of  gentles. 
I  may  say  most  emphatically  that  it  is  sheer  waste 
of  money  and  labour  to  go  fishing  with  a  penny- 
worth of  gentles.  "When  they  are  retailed  at  a 
penny  the  spoonful,  as  is  very  often  done,  two 
shillings'  worth  would  be  but  a  moderate  quantity 
for  a  day's  fishing.  This,  I  know,  would  be 
beyond  the  pockets  of  many  anglers — I  should  be 
sorry,  myself,  to  have  to  add  2s.  for  gentles  to 
the  other  incidental  expenses  of  the  day — and  I 
would  strongly  advise  anglers  to  resolutely 
decline  to  pay  such  a  proportional  price  for  them. 
It  is  scandalously  exorbitant,  and  the  retailing 
at  a  penny  the  spoonful  is  quite  as  bad.  Nowhere 
can  you  expect  to  get  one  gentle  too  many  for  a 
fishing  excursion  for  6d.,  and  with  a  reasonable 
dealer  this  quantity  should  be  your  medium  amount, 
while  half  as  many  more,  or  upwards,  would  be 
better.  Best  of  all,  is  to  take  a  lesson  from  the 
Sheffielder,  and  breed  your  own.  You  will  get  a 
bigger  and  better  gentle  for  your  reward.  When 
once  the  eggs  have  hatched  out  nicely  in  the 
breeding  vessel,  a  good  covering  of  bran  will 
effectually  remove  any  offensiveness  that  other- 
wise might  arise  either  for  yourself  or  your 
neighbours.  As  an  alternative,  I  would  sugges'^ 
your  making  friends  with  the  butcher's  boy.  He 
is  most  amenable  to  a  few  coppers,  though  I  have 
found  that,  unless  he  knows  the  value  of  gentles 
in  the  angler's  eyes,  he  thinks  you  a  fool,  an' 
neglects  you  if  you  are  not  handsome  in  yo 
rewards. 

To  have  plenty  of  gentles,  then,  is  the  firs 
essential  to  success.  A  second  preliminary  tha 
I  would  insist  upon  is  as  essential  in  its  way  as 
the  first.  It  is  to  have  a  suitable  ground-bait. 
Nothing  can  be  better  than  bran.  If  the  water 
to  be  fished  will  admit  of  it,  bran  alone  should  be 
used,  but  if  there  is  too  much  stream  for  the  angler 
to  know  precisely  where  his  ground-bait  of  bran 
alone  would  ultimately  rest,  then  he  must  add 
something  to  give  it  more  weight.  A  little  meal 
is  beneficial  in  this  respect,  and  gives  less  food 
than  bread.  Whatever  the  angler  uses,  it  should 
have  as  little  food  value  as  possible.  The  aim 
should  be  to  use  as  light  and  as  unfeeding  a 
ground-bait  as  possible.  If  the  added  material 
has  a  value  in  this  respect,  rather  than  err  on  the 
side  of  adding  a  needless  quantity,  it  should  be 
carried  separately  to  the  waterside  and  mixed  in 
the  proportions  that  then  appear  necessary.' 
The  mixture  can  then  be  quietly  soaked  in  the 
water  and  squeezed  to  the  required  consistency.  A 
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good  alternative  to  bran  is  to  chew,  or  soak  and 
squeeze,  a  few  pellets  of  bread,  but  it  should  not 
be  overdone.  It  is  also  good  to  follow  paste 
fishing  in  a  spot  without  using  any  ground-bait 
at  all. 

When  the  preliminary  ground-bait  has  settled, 
throw  in  a  handfxil  of  gentles — now  we  shall 
begin  to  understand  the  necessity  for  having 
plenty  of  them.  If  the  water  contains  bleak  or 
other  small  fish  in  numbers,  and  but  too  often 
they  simply  swarm,  then  a  handful  of  gentles  is 
wasted.  Instead,  two  or  more  handfuls  thrown 
in  as  quickly  as  possible,  so  that  a  fair  number 
wiU  ultimately  reach  the  bottom,  will  be  necessai-y. 
One  must  circumvent  these  small  pests  somehow, 
or  not  a  single  gentle  will  reach  its  intended 
destination.  A  good  plan  is  to  throw  several 
pieces  of  soaked,  but  unsqueezed,  bread  on  the 
water,  and  when  this  has  floated  or  drifted  away, 
and  so  taken  off  the  attention  of  the  small 
freebooters,  a  handful  of  gentles  can  be  safely 
and  quietly  thrown  in.  When  the  sport  begins, 
do  not  keep  the  fish  too  long  without  a  gratis 
feed.  Use  little  ground-bait,  but  after  every  fish, 
or  alternate  fish,  throw  in  a  few  more  gentles, 
taking  care  that  they  shall  have  a  chance  of 
getting  to  the  bottom  as  before.  This  plan  you 
will  adhere  to  throughout  your  fishing.  If  the 
bottom  is  weedy  or  muddy  more  gentles  are 
required  to  produce  the  effect  you  desire,  as  they 
quickly  get  buried  and  lost. 

Lastly  I  come  to  the  hook  and  the  mode  of 
baiting  it.  Much  fault  often  attaches  to  the 
angler  in  this  respect.  In  baiting  the  hook,  take 
a  gentle  and  hold  it  very  firmly  between  the  finger 
and  thumb,  with  the  thin  end  or  head  of  the  gentle 
pointing  towards  you.  Do  not  be  afi-aid  of  holding 
it  firmly,  it  takes  a  very  hard  pinch  to  burst  a 
well-scoured  gentle.  Now  take  the  hook  and 
prick  it  through  as  little  of  the  skin  at  the  thick 
end  of  the  gentle  as  you  can,  increasing  the  firm- 
ness with  which  the  latter  is  held  during  the 
operation  rather  than  relaxing  it.  When  the 
point  of  the  hook  has  pierced  its  skin,  push  the 
gentle  well  on  the  bend  so  that  the  barb  is  quite 
clear.  Release  the  gentle  from  the  hold,  and 
what  have  you  'i  A  natural  looking,  unrestrained 
bait. 

"But  all  youi-  hook  is  visible  to  the  fish,"  I 
hear  someone  (to  whom  the  method  is  strange) 
object.  "  Quite  so,"  I  reply,  and  what  of 
that  ?  "  "  Oh,  the  fish  will  see  the  hook  and 
i  know  the  danger ! "  "  With  qualification,"  I 
reply ;  "  rubbish,  my  good  friend  !  If  your  hook 
is  big,  well,  it  will  present  more  hook  than  gentle, 
and  you  would  hardly  expect  an  educated  roach 
to  accept  such  an  anomaly.  Now,  follow  me.  I 
use  by  preference  McKenzie's,  which  are 
numbered  in  the  old  style  of  larger  numbers  to 
the  smaller  sizes.  If  you  are  going  to  fish  with 
a  single  gentle  on  the  hook,  then  use  a  No.  14 
or  15  for  a  still  water,  and  a  size  larger 
for  a  running  stream  requiring  heavier  tackle. 
Nos.  14  and  13  are  also  good  for  two  gentles. 
For  three  or  more  gentles  use  a  13  or  a  12.  In 
roach  fishing  a  smaller  sized  hook  can  safely  be 
used  than  would  be  advisable  in  bream  or  chub 
i  fishing  with  a  corresponding  bait.  Also  single 
gentles  are  often  the  best  for  the  former,  when 
they  would  be  useless  for  the  latter  fish." 

Thus  I  would  answer  the  objector.    If  he  has  a 
very  strong  opinion  against  showing  even  a  little 
of  the  hook,  he  will  the  more  readily  follow  the 
plan  I  myself  adopt,  which  is  to  change  the  size 
of  the  hook  with  systematic  regularity  every  time 
that  the  number  of  gentles  used  at  a  time  is 
varied.    I  would  urge  the  use  of  a  short-shanked 
hook — the  shorter  the  l)etter — and  the  smallest 
that  will  give  you  a  chance  of  landing  your  best 
fish.    When  fish  are  shy,  risk  a  little  in  this 
direction,  and  leave  yourself  the  minimum  of 
I     chance,  tru.sting  rather  to  your  skill  and  care 
than  to  a  larger  hook,  which  might  be  safe  if  you 
could  get  your  fish  on  to  it,  but  which  would,  if 
I     tried,  \y%  precisely  the  reason  why  the  fish  would 
i     thankfully  decline.    It  pays  to  attend  to  these 
!     details.    The  finest  roach  I  ever  caught — a  fish  of 

illb.  14oz. — was  taken  with  a  single  gentle  on  a 
Ko.  10  hook.  The  day  was  most  miserable,  and 
alt<^>gether  against  successful  angling.  With  the 
utmost  care  and  diligence  I  could  only  show  that 
I  and  another  fish  at  the  end  of  the  day.  Never- 
theless, I  waa  proud  of  the  result,  and  the  anxiety 
I  of  the  moments  whilst  fighting  my  j>rize  on  such 
a  very  small   hook    forms    now  one    of  the 


pleasantest  recollections  amongst  many  happy 
reminiscences  that  it  is  my  fortune  to  possess. 

To  sum  up  and  complete  the  gist  of  my  advice, 
on  the  second  head  of  my  remarks,  I  would  say : 
In  all  cases  adopt  the  method  of  hooking  on  the 
gentles  that  I  have  indicated,  whether  for  one,  two, 
or  more  gentles,  and  bury  any  absurdities  you  may 
have  cherished  on  the  mere  fact  of  a  visible  hook  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  do  not  let  the  size  of  the  hook 
render  the  appearance  of  the  bait  suspicious,  or 
hamper  its  freedom  unnecessarily ;  use  the  smallest 
hook  possible  with  the  shoi-test  of  shanks,  and  I 
may  add  as  neatly  and  finely  "  dubbed "  as 
possible' ;  change  the  gentles  every  time  you  get 
a  bite,  whether  they  appear  spoiled  or  not,  and  if 
you  do  not  get  a  bite  quickly,  change  the  gentle 
every  few  minutes  as  though  you  had  had  a  bite ; 
select  for  the  hook  the  largest,  liveliest,  and 
smoothest  skinned  ones ;  keep  feeding  yoiir  fish 
with  gentles  according  to  the  particular  necessities 
of  your  swim ;  ground-bait  little  and  rarely,  and 
with  ground-bait  of  the  lighest  possible  character ; 
fish  with  tackle  as  light  as  possible ;  and,  finally, 
let  observation  and  discretion  attend  you  in  all 
things.  FossDYKE. 


THE  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION 

AT  THE 

ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 


"  In  the  eighth  annual  Fisheries  Exhibition, 
beautifully  constructed  fishing  rods,  reels,  flies, 
baits,  nets,  bags,  and  all  accessories  of  the  gentle 
art  of  fishing  are  exhibited  by  the  leading  fishing 
tackle  makers.  An  angler  must  indeed  be  hard 
to  please  if  he  cannot  select  a  suitable  outfit  from 
the  immense  varieties  that  are  on  show,  and  to 
those  who  are  purchasing,  the  advantages  of  a 
visit  to  the  Exhibition  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
parison and  selection  are  obvious.  In  the  tanks 
will  be  found  collections  of  live  fish  recently 
contributed  to  the  society  by  the  foremost  fish 
hatcheries  (including  that  of  Mr.  Corrie  on  the 
Itchen).  There  are  also  on  exhibit  some  of  the  fish 
sent  to  the  Aquarium  last  year,  now  thoroughly 
naturalised.  Amongst  the  novelties  will  be  an 
importation  of  a  considerable  number  of  frozen 
New  Zealand  fish,  forwarded  to  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  by  the  Waitaki  and  Waimate  Acclima- 
tisation Society,  per  the  New  Zealand  Shipping 
Go's.  ss.  Waitaki,  which  left  New  Zealand  the  end 
of  January  last.  A  good  an-ay  of  craft  of  all 
kinds,  including  launches,  punts,  skiffs,  canoes,  &c., 
by  leading  boatbuUders,  and  exhibitors  in  the 
subsidiary  trades,  are  interspersed  throughout 
the  Exhibition." 

These  words  from  the  "  Preface  "  to  the  exhi- 
bition catalogue  seem  about  all  that  need  be  said 
about  the  affair  generally.  We  miss  some  old 
friends,  but  the  exhibition  is  very  attractive  to 
anyone  interested  in  any  branch  of  angling,  as  it 
is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  show  of  all  that  is  best 
in  rods,  i-eels,  and  tackle  of  all  kinds. 

Taking  the  stands  in  their  order  in  the 
catalogue  (and  we  beg  to  suggest  to  Mr.  Ritchie 
that  6d.  is  3d.  too  much  to  ask  for  it),  we  began  a 
six  hours'  tour  of  them  at  Messrs.  Hardy's 
No.  3  and  3a.  Here  the  Alnwick  firm  have  a 
grand  show  of  their  single  and  double  built  split 
cane  rods,  famoiis  all  the  world  over.  Even 
American  anglers  are  customers,  in  spite  of  the 
heavy  duty  and  the  perfection  of  their  own  split 
cane  rods.  Among  many  we  tried  were  "  Hardy's 
Champion,"  17ft.,  a  copy  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy's  own 
favourite  pattern,  and  the  one  he  has  made 
his  record  casts  with.  The  "  Kelson,"  17ft.  6in., 
is  one  of  the  most  powerful  built  cane  rods  in 
the  Exhibition,  while  as  an  A  1  general  tiy  rod 
there  is  nothing  to  beat  the  "  Hi  Regan,"  16ft. 
(called  after  the  author  of  "  How  and  Where  to 
Fish  in  Ireland  ").  A  1.5 !ft.  steel  centre  struck  us 
as  being  just  the  thing  for  a  lady  salmon  angler, 
or  for  grilse  or  heavy  trout.  Messrs.  Hardy 
make  a  still  lighter  salmon  rod  for  ladies — one  of 
l-jft.  and  a  14ft.  May  Fly  rod,  which  would  have 
delighted  the  late  Francis  Francis.  Other  patterns 
new  this  year  are  the  "  R.  B.  Marston  "  dry-fly 
rod  in  split  cane ;  it  is  10ft.  (iin.,  and  hiis  a  hand 
grip  to  screw  on  to  the  butt,  giving  an  extra  (iin. 
or  8in.,  which  at  times  is  an  immense  advantage. 
The  action  in  this  rod  plays  evenly  down  to  the 
hand,  and  although  it  will  cast  a  long  line  it  is 
intended  for  fishing  comfortably  all  day  without 


straining  the  wrist  and  with  a  light  reel  line. 
It  is  the  copy  of  a  rod  made  to  order  for  the 
editor  of  the  Finlnnrj  Gazaltv,  and  used  by  him  with 
great  satisfaction  all  last  season.  A  rod  al>out  which 
there  has  been  some  con-espondence  in  the  Gazette 
is  the  "  Harden,"  also  a  dry-fly  rod,  the  pattern  of 
Mr.  Henry  Harden,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society. 
We  certainly  think  there  is  more  of  the  Castle- 
connell  action  about  this  rod  than  we  have  noticed 
in  a  split  cane,  and  we  should  say  that  anyone 
who  once  got  into  the  swing  would  be  very  much 
pleased  with  it.  Other  favourite  patterns  are  the 
Halford  "  Priceless,"  and  the  Booth  "  DerVjyshire  " 
dry-fly  rod,  shorter  and  lighter  than  the  Hamp- 
shire rods.  Then  Mr.  Pope's  pattern,  made  both 
in  spUt  cane  and  in  greenheart,  the  latter  at  -5s., 
is  one  of  the  sweetest  greenheart  rods  we  ever 
handled.  Mr.  Pope  is  a  member  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  also  of  the  Dorchester  Club,  and  a 
first-rate  fly  fisher.  In  lines  Messrs.  Hardy  show 
a  most  perfect  one,  double  tapered,  called  the 
"  Corona,"  and  their  silk  waterproofed  landing- 
nets  are  veiy  great  improvements  on  the  old  nets, 
which  shrink  up  to  nothing,  or  catch  the  barbs  of 
hooks,  as  if  made  for  that  purpose. 

Messrs.  Hardy  tell  us  they  have  a  gi-eat  demand 
for  Mr.  Murdoch's  split  cane  spinning  and  prawn- 
ing rod,  and  also  for  the  same  rod  in  gi-eenheart 
at  half  the  price.  We  have  ab-eady  fully  de- 
scribed and  illustrated  the  hardy  "  Silex  "  reel,  and 
after  ti7ing  it  and  also  watching  what  a  perfect 
novice  can  do  with  it,  we  can  say  with  confidence 
that  it  is  a  splendid  reel.  For  instance,  we  were 
pike  fishing  last  month  with  a  friend  who  had 
never  done  any  pike  fishing  to  speak  of,  and  knew 
nothing  of  casting  from  the  reel  in  any  other  way. 
We  fitted  him  up  with  a  stiff  Slater  greenheart  pike 
rod  and  a  "  Silex,"  and  all  day  long  for  two  days 
he  made  casts  from  the  reel  almost  without  an 
over-run.  It  happened  in  this  way.  Soon  after 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  had  made  his  extraordinary  cast 
of  over  80yds.  from  the  "  Silex,"  we  had  a  long  chat 
with  him  about  it,  and  he  said  that  provided 
you  were  using  a  fairly  heavy  bait  you  could 
cast  from  the  "Silex"  without  needing  to  control 
it  in  any  way,  so  that  it  could  be  used  by  a 
novice  or  anyone  who  could  not  get  the 
knack  of  controlling  the  Nottingham  reel.  The 
"  Silex  "  is  thus  proved  to  be  as  valuable  to  the 
expert  as  to  the  novice  in  casting,  and  the  makers 
are  adapting  its  principle  to  their  saa  reels,  for 
which  work  it  answers  admirably.  Messrs. 
Hardy  have  made  one  specially  for  us  with  the 
rim  of  the  revolving  part  exposed,  so  that  it  can 
be  controlled  with  the  fingers,  and  without  guards 
of  any  kind.  Messrs.  Hardy  have,  of  course,  a 
fine  general  show  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  flies 
and  baits,  flies  on  gut,  and  Al  floaters  on  eyed 
hooks.  We  hear  they  have  on  hand  a  new  com- 
bination pike  tackle  invented  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Jar  dine. 

At  stand  No.  13  Messrs.  A.  Carteb  and  Co., 
of  137,  St.  John-street,  London,  E  C,  have  a  show 
which  does  them  credit,  as  usual,  and  many 
anglers  have  already  tried  the  action  of  the  Duke 
of  Edinburgh's  lOft.  split  cane  fly  rod,  a  lovely 
little  lod  for  45s.  Other  favourite  pattsrns  with 
their  customers  are  the  Dixon  and  the  I'ft. 
"  Phelps,"  made  for  a  relation  of  Phelps,  the 
famous  actor  and  fly  fisher.  Another  aristocratic 
pattern  is  the  14ft.  "  Empress,"soldtotheEmpress 
of  Russia,  a  light,  split  cane  grilse  rod. 
Surely  no  one  need  be  without  a  salmon  rod  who 
can  get  near  salmon  fishing.  Carter's  f2  2s. 
greenheart  rods,  16ft.  to  ISft.,  are  wonders  at  the 
price ;  for  those  with  longer  purses  they  have 
treble-built  split  canes  of  various  lengths.  The 
"  Imperial,"  9ft.  9in.,  fly  rod,  ordered  for  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  is  a  beautifully-finished 
greenheart,  and  can  also  be  had  in  split  cane.  To 
take  up  a  whole  cane  pike  rod  after  handling  those 
for  fly  work,  is  like  catching  hold  of  a  poker — 
rather  appropriate  in  the  case  of  the  "  Kitchener," 
ordered  tor  the  Sirdar.  Now  that  special  wire 
reel  lines  are  being  used  and  advocated  by  some 
members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers"  Society,  it 
has  become  necessary  to  enlai-ge  the  revolving 
wheel  in  the  pxilley  arrangement  at  the  end  of 
the  top  joint ;  and  this  Messrs.  Carter  have 
done.  Another  novelty  is  their  tiout  reel  in 
aluminium — very  strong  shape — the  cheapest 
reel  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  seen.  Such  a 
reel  would  have  been  £5  a  few  years  ago, 
before  aluminium  dropped  so  in  price.  Carter's 
sixpenny  3yd.  all  undrawn  gut  lines  are  worth 
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examining,  as  also  are  their  Is.  6d.  a  dozen  float 
ing  double  wing  flies,  on  eyed  hooks,  and  their 
small  May  Flies  at  2s.  6d.  a  dozen.  Also  may  be 
mentioned  small  Jock  Scotts  at  6d.  each,  well 
dressed,  double  tapered  trout  fly  lines,  and  salmon 
gut  at  30s.  a  hank.  Equally  cheap  and  good  are 
Carter's  solid  leather  tackle  cases  and  fly  books, 
The  tubular  steel  fly  rod,  at  22s.,  is  said  to  have 
many  admirers,  among  which  we  do  not  figure 
Anglers  who  want  a  cheap  reel  for  a  boy  should 
ask  to  see  Carter's  shilling  metal  reel.  Their 
salmon  gaff,  with  shank  specially  made  to  fasten 
to  a  stick,  is  excellent ;  the  inside  of  the  shank  is 
rounded  to  fit  the  handle,  and  the  outside  deeply 
notched,  to  hold  the  waxed  thread  well. 

At  Stand  No.  15  Messrs.  Kino,  Malcom  and 
Co.,  of  19,  Leicester-square,  show  their  excellent 
hand-made  fishing  brogues,  with  a  stout  metal 
plate  the  whole  length  of  the  foot  to  carry  the 
nails.  Their  tanned  calf  shoe  and  boot  fishing 
brogues  are  made  in  improved  shapes,  and  also 
well  worth  notice  are  the  strong  leather  rain  and 
wind  resisting  coats  in  all  colours.  Of  these  the 
secretai-y  of  the  Automobile  Club  says :  "  They 
are  very  suitable  coats  for  motor  cars  and  for 
night  and  sea  fishing,  as  they  can  easily  be  kept 
soft  and  pliable."  Another  useful  invention  is 
the  light,  but  strong  wicker  "  tree "  for  drying 
knee  and  thigh  boots.  The  combination  water- 
proof cloth  and  leather  knee  and  thigh  fishing 
boots ;  the  rubber,  or,  as  the  Americans  call  them, 
"  gum  "  boots,  with  leather  soles ;  and  other  things 
of  interest  to  anglers  will  be  found  at  our  old 
friend  Mr.  Malcom's  stall. 

Stand  No.  20. — Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotfokd, 
of  Pittville-gates,  Cheltenham,  and  19,  Leicester' 
square,  London.  A  rod  Mr.  Scotford  showed  us, 
which  ought  to  have  a  good  sale,  is  a  guinea  fly 
rod  in  a  dull  green  colour,  with  two  tops,  called 
the  "  Colne,"  and  their  12ft.  (£3  10s.)  split  cane, 
and  10ft.  6in.  (£3  3s.)  ditto,  made  in  two  joints  or 
three  joints,  struck  us  as  being  excellent  value 
Another  fine  rod  is  their  15ft.  double-built  split 
cane,  steel  centre,  with  lockfast  joints  (£8  8s.). 
We  hear  they  will  put  a  new  reel  on  the  market 
shortly.  We  shall  give  an  illustrated  notice  of  it 
when  it  is  ready.  Of  their  celebrated  Blue 
Mahoe  rods,  which  this  firm  has  made  for  so  many 
yeai-s,  they  have  only  about  five  left — three  joint 
rods — (428.).  They  can  get  no  more  Mahoe.  A 
rod  spear  of  good  shape,  made  of  aluminium  gut, 
salmon  casts,  three  yards  (8s,  6d.),  tested  up  to  171b. 
(was  it  171b.,  or  did  we  misunderstand  ?)  emerald 
green  whole  gut  trout  casts  at  Is.  Mr.  Scotford 
thinks  his  emerald  green  tint  a  better  one  than  the 
ordinary  blue  tint — and  it  may  be — certainly  the 
casts  are  excellent.  We  last  year  noticed  the 
firm's  registered  "  Duplex  "  fishing  bag;  but  they 
have  improved  it  since  then,  and  make  it  in  two 
sizes  at  63.  6d.  and  lOs.  6d.  By  a  very  simple 
arrangement  you  can  use  it  either  as  a  small  bag, 
to  hold,  say,  101b.  or  121b.  of  trout,  or  opened  out 
to  take  bigger  fish.  It  is  made  of  some  very 
strong  material  which  washes  well,  and  although 
not  actually  waterproof  (a  bad  thing  to  carry  fish 
in),  it  will  not  allow  moisture  from  the  fish  to 
exude.  Living  near  the  celebrated  Fairfordshire 
Colne  and  other  good  trout  streams,  it  is  for  the 
fly  fisher  that  Messrs.  O.  and  S.  chiefly  cater, 
though  other  branches  of  the  art  are  by  no  means 
neglected. 

Stand  No.  21  is  a  large  and  well  arranged  one 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  Co-Operativb 
S<-)OiETY,  of  Victoria- street,  S.W.  The  society  is 
only  showing  here,  not  selling.  It  has  purchased 
ana  issued  over  20,000  tickets  to  its  own  members 
in  order  that  they  may  have  a  chance  to  see  rods, 
reels,  &c.,  better  than  they  do  at  headquarters. 
In  the  middle  of  the  exhibit  hangs  a  framed 
copy  of  Vanity  Fair's  portrait  of  the  late  Mr. 
W  illiam  Black,  with  an  extract  from  one  of  the 
articles  he  wrote  for  the  Finking  Gazette  some 
years  ago.  There  are  also  two  very  fine  stufted 
tarpon  on  show  here,  and  the  "  Army  and  Navy  " 
Co.  make  a  feature  of  rods  and  tackle  for  tarpon 
fishing.  Here  you  can  see  an  American  split- 
cane  tarpon  pole  at  £8,  and  an  English  wliole 
cane  one  for  26s.  Also  English  and  American 
tarpon  reels  and  lines.  (This  reminds  us  that 
Mr.  Rowland  Ward,  of  lOG,  Piccadilly,  has 
Home  startling  oil  paintings  of  tarpon  fishing  on 
view).  Altogether,  the  Army  and  Navy  Co- 
operative Society  may  be  proud  of  their  show. 
'I'hey  have  on  sale  a  book,  not  previously  known 
to    iiH,   called  "The  Tai-pon,'    price    58.  an 


American  work  worth  noting  by  those  interested 
in  this  great  sporting  fish.  A  very  attractive  and 
well  got-up  catalogue  has  been  produced  by  the 
Army  and  Navy  Co-operative  Society,  reflecting 
great  credit  on  the  manager  of  the  Fishing 
Department. 

At  Stand  No.  24  Mr.  David  Slater,  of 
Newark-on-Trent,  makes  a  fine  show,  as  usual. 
His  latest  salmon  reel  is  made  of  an  aluminium 
alloy,  and  the  5in.  size  is  35s.  We  understand 
that  the  other  day  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
York  purchased  one  of  these  reels.  For  trout  the 
2|in.  size  is  17s.  6d.  He  has  the  well-known  and 
favourite  ebonite  "Fly  Fisher's  Reel'*  in  two 
sizep,  and  with  silent  or  ordinary  check  as  desired. 
His  12-plait  undressed  Nottingham  silk  line,  of  a 
darJc  green  colour,  at  6s.  6d.  per  lOOyds.,  should 
be  noted  by  pike  and  Nottingham  anglers,  as  also 
the  well-made  4in.  Nottingham  reel,  with  check 
at  7s.  6d. — quite  thirty  per  cent,  cheaper  than 
formerly.  Sea  fishing  reels  seem  to  be  inclined 
to  become  as  big  as  the  proverbial  gooseberry. 
Mr.  Slater  makes  a  big  one,  called  the  "  Future," 
of  mahogany  and  aluminium  :  the  latter  metal  is 
making  headway  in  all  branches  of  the  tackle 
business.  For  £3  Mr.  Slater  makes  a  very  pretty 
10ft.  steel  centre  split  cane — one  top — and  one  at 
£4  5s.,  10ft.  6in.,  with  two  tops,  steel  centre,  or 
£3  5s.  without.  Another  rod  which  we  liked  has 
a  greenheart  butt  and  the  rest  split  cane.  These 
mixtures  have  not  been  tried  half  enough ;  the 
advantage  of  combining  two  different  woods  in 
bows  has  been  known  for  ages.  For  instance,  a 
rod  with  greenheart  butt,  whole  cane  middle  joint, 
and  split  cane  top  might  answer  admirably  if 
judiciously  matched,  and  would  not  be  expensive. 
Mr.  Slater  is  also  showing  split  cane  salmon  rods 
in  different  lengths  ;  his  "  Piscatorial  "  general 
rod,  at  10s.  6d.  with  cork  handle,  and  punt 
rod,  at  23s.,  deserve  mention.  Of  his  reels  of 
walnut,  mahogany,  ebonite,  brass,  aluminium,  gun 
metal,  &c.,  he  has  a  brave  show. 

Stand  No.  28. — Mr.  John  Enright. — Mr. 
Enright  is  making  a  feature  of  the  "  Shannon  " 
salmon  reel,  made  of  ebonite  (extra  large),  to  hold 
200yds.  of  line,  and  the  same  reel  can  be  had  in 
aluminium.  He  has  also  an  aluminium  trout  reel, 
at  6s.  6d.  The  "  Shannon  "  3yd.  trout  casts,  at 
4s.  a  dozen,  will  be  found  first-rate  for  sea  trout 
and  lake  trout  flies  ;  and  for  dry  fly  or  wet  fly  work 
in  rivers  the  3yd.  natural  gut  casts,  at  9d.  each,  can 
be  recommended.  Very  good  salmon  gut  casts 
are  the  3yd.  treble  and  single,  and  ditto  double 
and  single  casts,  at  6s.  6d.  Then  he  has  a  light 
salmon  cast,  at  3s.  6d.,  and  a  light  grilse,  at 
Is.  3d.  For  rough  work,  in  big  waters,  the  3s. 
treble  gut  "  Shannon  "  casts  and  traces  cannot  be 
beaten,  and  some  big  Shannon  fish  have  already 
been  killed  on  them.  Pike  anglers  should  make 
a  note  of  Mr.  Enright's  stout  2yd.  gut  traces,  at 
Is.  It  is  not  picked  gut,  of  course,  but  it  is  just 
the  thing  for  the  pike  paternoster.  Of  course, 
Mr.  Enright  has  a  good  show  of  salmon  and  trout 
flies,  including  floating  flies.  His  double  hook 
salmon  flies  are  in  great  demand,  and  his  reel 
lines,  both  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  including 
doubled  tapered  40yd.  lines,  are  certain  to  give 
satisfaction.  Among  the  fly  rods  we  handled  we 
liked  much  a  16ft.  greenheart,  in  two  joints,  and 
18ft.,  in  three  joints.  This  is  made  after  the 
pattern  of  the  "  Champion  "  rod,  but  with  a  little 
less  stuff  in  it.  The  guinea  four  joint  greenheart 
fly  rod,  with  two  tops,  is  full  value,  and  those  who 
are  satisfied  with  less  finish  should  note  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Enright  is  now  selling  a  greenheart  fly 
rod,  with  two  tops,  any  length  or  action  up  to 
12ft.,  at  128.  6d. 

No.  29  on  the  list  is  Mr.  T.  W.  Martin,  "  The 
Trent  Otter  "  show.  Mr.  Martin  is  well  known 
as  the  author  of  "  Float  Fishing  and  Spinning  in 
the  Nottingham  Style,"  published  sixteen  or 
eighteen  years  ago,  and  other  works  on  angling, 
which  can  be  seen  at  his  stand.  He  is  now  located 
at  8,  Seymour-street,  Euston-square,  N.W.,  an 
address  well  known  to  London  roach  anglers.  Mr. 
Martin  has  some  fine  roach  poles  from  18s.  to 
358.,  and  is  showing  English  made  split  cane  rods 
from  £2  28.,  and  Malleaon's  American  ditto  at 
30s.  and  35s.,  with  maker's  name  on  them.  This 
is  important,  as  some  very  cheap  rubbish  in  the 
shape  of  split  cane  rods  is  on  the  market.  Mr. 
M.'s  greenheart  fly  rods  at  178.  6d.  up  to  12ft. 
deserve  notice,  and  for  a  youth  we  can  safely  say 
we  have  not  seen  at  the  price,  63.  6d.  to  8s.  6d.,  a 
better  rod  than  his  greenheart  fly  rod.  In  salmon 


rods  he  shows  greenheart  from  25s.  to  45s. 
17ft.  at  the  lower  price  seemed  to  us,  as  far  as  ii 
was  possible  to  judge  in  such  ci'amped  surround-j 
ings,  quite  wonderful  value.  At  £8  he  has  a  genuine 
"  Leonard  "  salmon  rod,  split  cane.    Of  course,! 
Nottingham  rods  and  tackle  are  well  represented,] 
and  he  has  a  pike  or  se  1  rod  at  28s.,  with  extra  stout 
ferrules  and  fittings.    Mr.  M.  shows  Mr.  Coxon'sJ 
capital    "  Ariel "  Nottingham  reel,   and  whati 
seemed  to  us  to  be  extra  stout  and  round  salmonJ 
gut  at  128.  per  hundred  lengths — just  right  fori 
those  who  are  not  particular  about  extra  length! 
as  long  as  the  gut  is  strong — and  he  has  much! 
cheaper  still,  which  would  do  for  sea  fishing.  Fly] 
fishers  should  see  his  58.  6d.  trout  landing  net,  a] 
very  simple  affair,  which  we  can  recommend  toj 
those  who  want  a  light  net  that  closes  up  for] 
packing,    is    strong    and    rigid,  and  without! 
knuckles.    For  another  shilling  you  can  have  aJ 
butt  to  fit  on  to  the  landing  handle — a  capital] 
thing  where  a  long  landing  handle  is  wanted. 
Mr.  Martin  has  an  eyed  fly  box,  fitted  with  the^ 
invaluable  oil  bottle,  held  in  its  place  by  a  clip — 
the  first  box  we  have  seen  so  fitted. 

Near  Mr.  Martin's  stand  is  an  exhibit  of 
McLachlan's  patent  portable  electric  propeller. 
Anyone  possessing  a  skiff,  canoe,  &c.,  can  by 
means  of  this  apparatus  convert  it  into  what  is 
practically  an  electric  boat  without  in  any  way 
altering  the  construction.  Tou  simply  take  off 
the  old  rudder  and  hang  on  MacLachlan's,  which 
is  rudder  and  propeller  combined.  It  is  a  very 
clever  affair. 

Stand  No.  30. — A  few  words  of  praise  must  be 
given  to  the  "  Ceres "  Letter  and  Card  Files, 
Cabinets,  &c.,  illustrating  the  "  Ceres  "  system  of 
keeping  letters  and  papers.  We  have  used  the 
box  files  for  years,  and  consider  the  whole 
system  the  best  we  have  ever  seen.  Nothing 
could  be  better,  for  instance,  for  a  fishing  tackle 
maker  who  wished  to  keep  customers'  special 
orders  and  patterns  always  handy. 

There  are  several  things,  mention  of  which 
must  be  held  over  at  present ;  but  No.  38 — Mr. 
Geo.  Hotle's  case  of  feathers,  &c.,  used  in  fly 
dressing — should  not  be  overlooked.  In  the  tanks 
are  some  fine  yearling  and  two-year-old  trout  and 
rainbows,  presented  by  Mr.  G.  Valentine  Corrie, 
of  Chilland,  Winchester,  and  some  golden  orfe, 
tench,  and  king  carp,  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Ford,  of  Caistor. 

At  Stand  No.  32  may  be  seen  the  famous 
"  Berthon  "  folding  boats  and  canoes,  which  still 
hold  their  own  as  the  most  practical  things  of  the 
kind,  in  spite  of  scores  of  imitations. 

At  Stand  No.  41  is  what  is  called  a  "  hybrid 
perch-jack,"  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Skelsey,  at 
Reigate.    We  have  not  seen  this  exhibit  as  yet. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Monday's  meeting  was  a  marked  contrast  to  the  gather- 
ing of  the  previous  week.    The  announcement  that  so 
popular  a  member,  so  graceful  a  writer,  and  so  competent 
an  authority  on  angling  matters  generally  as  Mr.  Chas.  H, 
Wheeley  would  read  a  paper  on  chub  fishing  brought 
together  a  large  and  appreciative  audience.    Under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown  things  went  as 
merrily  as  a  marriage  bell.   The  table  was  graced  with  an- 
exceedingly  apropos  exhibition  of  two  very  fine  chub,.. 
weighing  respectively  4Ib.  4J^oz.  and  41b.  loz.,  tire  form«r 
caught  by  Mr.  Cormac  H.  O'Dowd  in  the  Thames  (ther 
sole  result  of  a  whole  day's  fishing,  and  the  biggest  chub, 
by  the  way,  that  the  most  successful  ohubber  has  ever 
taken),  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  in  the  little  river 
Wey.  After  the  customary  relation  of  argling  experiences, 
Mr.  Wheeley  gave  his  reading.    Within  the  limits  of  a 
necessarily  brief  report  it  is  impossible  to  give  more  than  a 
very  short  resume  of  a  dissertation  crammed  with  inform- 
ation of  the  highest  value  to  those  who  stalk  the  logger- 
heads.   Tips  were  freely  dispersed,  and  members  were 
told  how  and  where  to  fish  for  the  sport-giving  chevin  at 
the  various  seasons  of  the  year  ;  the  tackle  necessary,  and 
the  way  to  use  it  under  all  conditions  of  water,  was  explained 
in  a  most  lucid  manner,  especial  reference  being  made 
to  the  method  of  working  a  swim  with  a  slider  float. 
Examples  of  the  best  floats,  lines,  hooks,  and  rods  to  use 
were  handed  round  for  inspeciion.    It  was  mentioned  that 
chub  could  be  taken  dapping  »ith  a  moth,  beetle,  or  frog, 
and  by  fishing  with  dry  or  wet  fly  or  tiny  fly  spoons.  The 
lecturer  also  told  his  hearers  of  many  grand  days  he  had 
had  with  the  fish,  remarking  that  the  best  catches  he  had 
made  had,  curiously  enough,  been  in  very  windy  weather 
by  long  ci>rking  in  sheltered  swims.     Clear  water  was 
essential  for  large  takes,  and  Mr.  Wheeley's  opinion  was 
that  chub  did  not  mind  the  gut  being  a  bit  coarse,  provided 
they  were  not  alarmed  by  the  angler.    Chub  could  be 
taken,  too,  by  spinning  and  live-baiting  with  a  small  bleak, 
gudgeon,  or  minnow,  the  last  named  being  good  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season.    Ledgering  was  often  effectual, 
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a  big  lob  being  impaled  on  tbe  book  tail  first.  The 
lecturer  heartily  commended  chub  fishing,  both  in  summer, 
autumn,  and  winter,  to  the  setioua  consideration  of  the 
members,  feeling  assured  that  if  those  who  had  not  taken 
kindly  to  it  already  would  only  fish  carefully,  quietly,  far 
off,  and  not  too  fine,  they  would  not  hi  eager  to  relinquish 
a  sport  BO  prodnc'.ive  of  good  results  as  that  familiarly 
termed  "  chubbing."  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  Mr.  Wheeley  for  his  able  paper.  The  dinner 
next  Monday,  March  20,  bids  fair  to  be  a  success. 


BRITISH  SEA  AXGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  thh  society  was  held  at 
i  the  Cannon-street  Hotel  on  Wednefdiy,  March  15,  Mr. 
T.  B.  Bates  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Parker  gave  a  very  un- 
favourable account  of  the  sport  oS  South  e  ad.  Mr. 
Charles  Graham  reported  that  he  had  seen  a  codling  31b. 
weight  tiken  on  Saturday  afternoon  off  Southend  Pier 
with  rod  atd  line,  taiting  with  lugworm.  The  chairman 
showed  an  improved  pulley  top,  which  was  generally 
admired.  The  question  of  the  preservation  ot  various 
baits,  such  as  mussels,  lugworm,  &c  ,  was  thoroughly 
difcassed,  and  various  suggestions  were  made  by  members. 
The  hon.  sec,  drew  attention  to  the  facS  that  the  date  of 
the  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  April  12.  The  usual  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  usual  weakly  meeting  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  occupied 
the  chair.  Messrs.  Fosbrooke  and  Cowley  reported  pike, 
pjrch,  rjach,  gudgeon,  dace  and  bream  from  the  Mole. 
Messrs.  Allen,  Marshall,  Snare,  Beamont,  and  Gilbert, 
roach  from  the  society's  water  at  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Hicks, 
roachfrom  Kelvedon.  Messrs.  Connellan,  Gill,  and  Gibson, 
dace  and  trout  from  Hertford  wich  the  fly,  the  trout,  of 
course,  being  returned.  Mr.  Buckingham,  pike  from 
private  waters.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  roach  from  Littleport. 
Mr.  Scott,  pike  up  to  5Jlb.  from  private  waters.  Mr. 
Wrightson,  pike  from  the  Stour  up  to  ZJlb.  I  am  still 
open  to  receive  names  of  gentlemen  who  intend  being  pre- 
sent at  the  opening  dinner  at  Chesham  on  Apr  l  8,  so  that 
all  proper  and  necessary  arrangements  may  be  made  for 
their  comfort.  The  usual  toasts  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  conclndei  the  proceedings. 

Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Sec). 


YARE  AND  BURE  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  on 
Monday  evening,  March  6,  and  a  generally  satijfactory 
report  was  presented.  At  the  same  time,  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  very  great  progress  has  been  made  in 
what  in  my  opinion  is  the  most  important  matter  of  all. 
I  refer  to  the  influx  of  the  silt  tides.  The  danger  ia  a 
double  one.  First  to  the  fish,  with  which  the  society 
has  properly  most  to  do,  and  secondly  with  regard  to  the 
lauks  aod  the  consequent  danger  to  the  low-ljing  land. 
The  chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said 
that  Breydon  was  silting  up,  and  that  in  consequence  the 
natural  sifety-valve  was  practically  not  available.  But 
mad  ia  removable.  Given  the  command  to  attack, 
Admiral  Hobrough  would  soon  make  a  clearance,  and  the 
incoming  tides,  instead  of  running  up-atream  and  spoiling 
the  trade  at  the  Red  House,  would  spread  themselves  in 
the  great  settling  tank  nature  has  provided,  the  care  and 
cleansing  of  which,  however,  is  left  to  those  who  benefit 
by  it.  In  proposing  Major  Jary  as  the  president  for  the 
enening  year,  Mr.  Fred  Taylor,  in  one  of  hia  happy 
speeches,  said  that  wherever  fighting  was  to  be  found,  that 
gallant  soldier  had  been  always  in  the  front  rank.  Well, 
there  is  the  North  Sea  to  fight,  Yarmouth  apathy  to 
combat,  and  the  fish  to  be  protected.  With  Army  and 
Navy  united,  the  foe  should  be  incontinently  routed. 


.  WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

i  Thf.  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  above 
va?  held  on  March  2  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  Bridge- 
atreet.  Twenty- seven  new  members  were  enrolled.  Per- 
migaion  was  granted  to  the  members  of  the  Warrington 
Cycling  Clab  to  fish  a  contest  in  the  Association's  private 

'  waters.  Messrs.  Ed.  Gilbert,  John  Bailey,  and  J.  Bancroft 
were  appointed  to  conduct  certain  netting  operations  for 
itocking  purposes.  The  cciumiltce  are  to  .-king  additional 
waters  in  Cheshire,  and  in  one  case  their  eiforts  will  be 
tucceesrnl.  Stocking  ia  also  to  be  undertaken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  old  river  at  Lymm.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  committee  will  be  held  cn  Match  10,  to  arrange  all 
details  in  connection  with  the  annual  dinner  of  the  society, 
which  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  March  i'i. 

Fred.  J.  Emson. 


CHARGE  OF  SALMON  POACHIMG  ON 
THE  EDBN,  CARLISLE. 
}       William  Ma.ion  waa  charged  at  Carliale  with  having 
I     kn  unclean  salmon  in  hia  posnesaion  on  February  18,  and 
I     James  Robinson  was  charf^ed  with  having  aided  and  abetted 
I     Maaon  in  the  comraisi-ion  of  the  offence.  Inapector 
Nicholson  proaecnted  on  hehalf  of  the  Kdon  Conservancy 
Board.    P.O.  Edward  Baker  stated  that  he  saw  the  two 
defiiTidantA  in  Bridge-lane,  and,  suapesting  that  they  were 
j     trjing  to  "  rnn  "  a  falmon,  he  concealed  himself  in  a  shop. 
.     Bobi(if)'>n  came  up  the  lane,  and  looked  ail  round  to  sec  if 
I     there  waa  a  polic<;man  in  sight,    ife  then  waved,  and 
Maaon  came  np  Bridge-lane.    The  witness  got  hold  of 
him,  and  fonnd  he  was  carrying  a  aalmon,  Robinson 
called  John  Cunningham,  who  stated  that  he  was  with 


Robinson  when  Mason  camo  up.  Robinson  did  not  give 
Mason  "a  set,"  and  he  was  not  in  his  company.  The 
Bench  dismissed  the  case  against  Robinson.  They  also 
discharged  Mason,  who  ia  a  cripple.  W.  A. 


EELS— ANOTHER  ENEMY  TO  THE  FISH. 

At  the  recent  monthly  meeting  of  the  West  Cumber- 
land Fishing  Board..at  Whitehaven,  Mr.  John  Musgrove 
in  the  chair,  Mr.  Lowthorpe,  who  has  charge  of  Holm- 
roock  Pond,  announced  that  there  were  once  thousands  of 
eels  in  that  sheet  of  water,  but,  said  Mr.  Lowthorpe,  I 
have  cleared  them  all  out.  The  Chairman  :  Don't  you 
know  that  eels  can  travel  over  land  ?  They  are  not  limitjd 
to  water.  Mr.  Lowthorpe  :  Yes,  I  know.  The  eels  get 
into  very  soft  places.  They  are  very  numerous  in  the 
river  Irt,  and  grow  to  very  great  strength  and  vigour  ;  in 
fact,  he  one  da,y  caught  an  eel  in  the  act  of  killing  a  71b. 
salmon  in  the  lit.  The  eel  got  hold  of  the  fish  in  a  pool, 
and  soon  a  battle  royal  took  place.  He  ran  for  his  gun, 
but  found  the  fish  dead  on  his  return,  and  the  eel  gone. 
He  took  the  salmon  out  of  the  water,  and  on  examining  it 
found  that  the  eel  had  caught  it  below  the  gills  and  made 
a  hole  in  its  side,  and  it  had  bled  to  death.  On  a  fine  day, 
when  the  water  was  clear,  eels  could  be  seen  in  shoals  at 
the  head  of  Wastwater  Lake.  Dr.  Braithwaite  said  there 
were  many  a  million  in  Wastwater.  He  had  caught  eels 
in  that  lake  as  thick  as  his  wrist.  G. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS, 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — Another 
general  angling  season  ia  past  and  gone,  and  there  is  very 
little  to  recall  as  to  results  at  the  finish.  The  general 
absence  of  reports  from  some  of  the  fishing  stations  for 
Bometime  has  indicated  the  almost  barren  character  of  sport, 
and  a  great  deal  of  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  imperfect 
condition  cf  the  river,  which  I  know  has  given  great 
disappointment  to  the  anglers,  and  not  to  any  deficiency 
in  the  stock  of  fish.  As  far  as  my  own  knowledge  is 
concerned,  and  that  supported  by  the  practical  testimony 
of  others,  the  river  is  well  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  fish  ; 
but,  as  all  anglers  know,  the  result  of  sport  depends  on 
the  feeding  of  the  fish,  and  being  piloted  by  an  attendant 
who  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  water  and  where 
the  most  likely  swims  are.  It  is  a  gooi  many  years  since 
a  little  entertainment  was  given  to  some  of  the  fisher- 
men in  the  tidal  waters  by  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
with  a  view  of  bringing  them  more  into  union  with  the 
work  of  river  preservation,  but  which,  I  regret  to  add, 
had  no  encouraging  results.  When  they  got  a  little 
merry  through  the  excess  of  stimulants  it  became  a 
scene  of  sad  disorder,  and  I  can  remember  one  of 
them  exclaiming  to  the  others,  "  You  know,  when  we 
get  a  customer,  unless  he  is  known  to  us  wa  don't 
take  him  to  the  best  swims,"  and  the  meeting  ended  with 
great  discouragement  to  the  promoters.  It  must  ba  borne 
in  mind  this  was  in  the  dark  days  of  the  Thames,  little 
known  to  many  of  the  present  day,  and  many  of  those  that 
were  then  present  have  gone  to  "  the  great  majority,"  and 
the  change  has  been  for  the  bttter.  I  have  heard  in  my 
time  complaints  from  the  fishermen  of  the  comparative 
want  of  treatment  on  the  part  of  their  clients  that  some 
did  not  treat  them  so  well  as  others  in  the  cravings  of  the 
inner  man,  and  have  been  designated  to  me  as  "  bread  and 
cheese  men."  Well,  there  is  a  great  deal  in  this,  and  it  is 
only  human  nature  after  all.  In  any  sphere  of  life  kind- 
ness and  courtesy  are  the  most  appreciated,  and  will 
always  work  the  best  in  the  end.  In  another  fortnight 
the  trout  fishing  season  will  commence  in  the  midst  of  the 
Easter  Holidays,  and  I  hope  next  week  I  shall  be  able  to 
report  something  about  the  movements  of  the  trout.  I 
think  the  fishermen  are  very  confident  as  to  the  prospects 
of  a  good  season,  and  I  am  sure  my  good  wishes  go  with 
the  anglers  for  a  successful  realisation. — B. 

  (Datchet). — John  Keene,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Jones  and  Mr.  Herbert,  eight  jack,  the  largest  8Jlb.,  and 
fifteen  porch  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Back,  one  brace  of 
jiok,  six  brace  cf  perch,  and  three  dozen  of  roach,  the 
largest  roach  lib.  -loz.  ;  in  three  days,  with  Mr.  Wilson, 
thirteen  jack,  fifty  perch,  and  fourteen  dozen  fine  roach  ; 
and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Mobbs,  six  chub  and  three 
dozen  of  roach. — B. 

  (Eton). — The  angling  season  now  just  come  to  a 

close  cannot  be  chronicled  as  a  rad-lettered  one,  but  good 
sport  has  been  obtained  at  different  periods.  Perch  and 
roach  have  fed  well  during  the  closing  week,  and  Mr. 
Frank  Sbanatt,  on  emptying  his  well  one  evening, 
counted  out  over  100  good  roach,  and  set  a  good  example 
to  his  brother  anglers  by  returning  the  whole  lot.  This, 
as  Frank  obcerved  to  me,  is  one  of  the  most  practical  ways 
of  assisting  the  good  work  carried  on  by  the  Preservation 
Association.  Trout  are  well  on  the  move ;  I  saw  one  this 
morning  feeding  well,  close  to  Windsor  Bridge.  A  small 
one  was  taken  on  the  14th  by  Mr.  Franklin,  of  Eton, 
whildt  spinning  for  jack,  and  was  carefully  returned  with- 
out i''jury.  John  Keene  undoubtedly  aga'n  takes  the 
premier  position  of  the  moat  successful  profeaaional  during 
the  past  season,  and  will  no  doubt  sustain  his  reputation 
on  or  about  April  1  by  securing  one  or  two  of  the  spotted 
beauties  that  he  has  made  a  note  of. — Ckc  il  Howlett. 

  (Hampton  Conxt). — William  Milbourno  writes : 

"  The  water  during  the  last  few  days  has  been  low  and 
bright.    There  has  been  a  gie it  quantity  of  dace  caught, 


and  this  fish  still  keeps  heading  np  to  Hampton  Court. 
Mr.  Gunn,  on  Monday,  out  in  hia  private  punt,  landed  a 
pike  of  7ib.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  doing  well  with 
the  dace,  and  getting  a  few  chub. — B. 

 Htnley  (March  15). — Sport  has  been  quiet  during 

the  closing  days  of  the  season,  although  a  great  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out.  A  decent  big  has  been  made  here 
and  there,  while  others  have  met  with  almost  blanks. 
The  following  are  the  beat  I  can  hear  of  :  On  the  10th 
ult.,  Mr.  Elliott,  out  with  J.  James,  a  IGJlb.  bag  of 
roach ;  and  a  patron  of  G.  Arlett,  a  bag  of  roach  and 
jack  weighing  19lb.  On  the  11th  ult.,  Mr.  Leaf ,  out  with 
G.  Arlett,  a  261b.  bag  of  jack,  best  fish  6lb.  On  the  12.th 
ult.,  Mr.  G.  Clements  and  Friend,  oat  with  8.  Vaughn, 
five  jack,  best  fish  4Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Rutter,  out  with  G. 
Arlett,  four  dozen  roich  and  two  jack.  On  the  13th  ult., 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Read  and  Allan,  out  with  G.  Arlett,  five 
jack,  best  fish  9Jlb.  On  the  14th  ult.,  Mr.  Norman,  out 
with  W.  Vaughn,  eeven  jack,  best  fiah  4lb.  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Read  and  Allan,  out  with  G.  Arlett,  a  201b.  bag  of 
roach  and  jack.  Messrs.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
and  friend,  fishing  on  this  date,  took  three  jack,  averaging 
olbi  each,  while  two  rods  accounted  for  fifty-four  retainable 
roach;  and  Mr.  J.  Harvey,  jun.,  fishing  above  Marsh 
Lock,  took  a  well  made  pike,  scaling  lljlb.,  which  haa  been 
sent  to  Messrs.  J.  F.  Cooper  and  Son,  to  be  made  beautiful 
for  ever. — Stanley  Mead. 

■   (Kingston).— There  does  not  appaar  that  any- 
thing has  been  done  in  the  way  of  angling  at  the  end  of 
tha  season,  and  the  same  information  comes  from 
Sunbury,  where  the  punts  of  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud 
have  not  been  out.  Some  trout  are  reported  as  having 
been  seen  in  several  portions  of  the  river. — B. 

  (Lechlade). — The  closing  week  of  the  season  hia 

been  bright  and  springlike,  but  with  frosty  mornings.  A 
splendid  take  by  Mr.  S.  Meyers  and  "The  General"  ia 
reported  from  the  St.  John's  Bridge  waters,  fifty  pike  and 
eight  perch  being  caught  in  two  and  a  half  days  ;  twenty* 
one  brace  were  returned  ;  best  pike,  131b.,  which  is  being 
set  up  by  Cooper ;  best  perch,  l|lb,  Mr.  MaundreU 
reports  a  jack  of  81b.  from  the  same  water ;  and  Mr. 
Rawlinson  one  of  71b.  from  Inglesham.  Mr.  Perkins, 
Mr.  E.  Chew,  Mr.  John  Morgan, and  others  have  also  been 
out,  with  sport.  Trouting  prospects  for  April  1  are  good, 
several  being  on  the  move. — Rambler. 

  (Richmond). — Job  Brain  reports  that  he  haa 

been  getting  a  few  roach,  daoe,  and  bream  during  the 
week, — B. 

  (Shepperton).— George  Rosewell,  on  Saturday 

last,  with  Mr.  Chick  and  fiiend,  caught  between  them  nine 
jack.  Mr.  Chick  hooked  a  fine  trout  of  91b.,  which,  in 
good  condition,  would  have  weighed  nearer  12ib.  It  was 
carefully  unhooked,  which  was  only  over  a  bit  of  skin,  and 
placed  in  the  river  again,  and  swam  away  as  if  nothing  had 
been  the  matter,  the  anglers  drinking  its  health  and 
hoping  to  renew  the  acquaintance  later  on,  and  find  it  in 
better  condition. — B. 

  (Teddington).— W.  McBride,  one  day  with  Mr. 

Underdown  and  triend,  eight  bream,  a  few  perch,  and  one 
jack ;  half  a  day  with  Mr.  Simpson,  twenty-two  bream, 
seven  being  returned,  and  four  brace  of  perch ;  another 
day  with  Mr.  Parsons  and  his  two  sons,  thirty-nine 
bream,  the  largest  4 Jib.,  five  brace  of  perch,  and  a 
jack  of  2Jlb.,  which  was  marked  with  a  cilver  ring  and 
tablet  through  the  fin,  and  baaring  the  initials  and  date 
"  S.  W.,  1898."  Mr.  Parsons  carefully  returned  the  fish 
to  the  river  again  to  get  larger. S^,W.  McBride  informs  me 
he  has  seen  a  very  large  trout,  which  he  estimates  at  from 
81b.  to  lOIb.  It  has  been  feeding  during  the  last  week, 
and  he  hopas  as  soon  as  the  season  commences  to  get  hold 
of  it.— B. 

—  (Twickenham). — There  has  been  very  little  done 
here.  Mr.  Ogden  Smith  one  day  creeled  some  roach; 
and  Mr.  Sjmonds,  from  the  bank,  91b.  of  roach,  some  of 
which  he  returned. — B. 

 (Weybridge).— Herbert  Carr  says  the  fishing  haa 

been  very  bad,  and  has  closed  the  season  with  one  of  his 
clients,  who  landed  one  brace  of  jack  and  a  chub  of  31b. 
My  good  friend  Mr.  C  H.  Whatley  also  says  there  are 
very  little  angling  news.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  has  taken  a  fine 
chub  of  41b.  Icz.  in  the  Wey,  and  taw  a  n'ca  brace  of  jack 
being  carried  through  the  town,  which  he  was  informed 
had  just  been  caught  in  Walton  Sale.  I  am  much  grieved 
to  learn  that  Herbert  Carr  has  just  lost  hia  only  son  after 
four  days'  illness.  He  was  twenty-two  years  old,  and  it  ia 
a  great  loss  to  this  worthy  fiaherman  and  his  wife,  who 
have  my  deep  sympathy. — B. 

Aran  (Pulborough).- Over  lOf)  anglers  visited  here 
on  the  12tb,  and  some  fair  sport  was  obtained,  though, 
speaking  generally,  sport  has  not  been  so  good  here  this 
season  as  last,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  frequent  and  long 
disturbance  of  the  river  through  the  floods.  Mr.  Cockerta 
took  four  medium-sized  perch  ;  Mr.  Richards,  Lincoln, 
41b.  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Watts,  a  41b.  jack;  Mr. 
Ddley,  Clapham- junction,  lOlb.  bream,  largest  2jlb.  ; 
Mr.  H.  Allan,  St.  Albans,  111b.  bream,  largest  2ilb. ;  Mr. 
Wilaon,  Battersea  Friendly,  6lb.  b  earn ;  Mr.  E.  G. 
Piatt,  Stoke  Xewington,  a  101b.  jack,  tikea  with  a  spoon ; 
Mr.  Stilman,  Blackfriars,  61b.  bream  ;  Mr.  Holdmg,  same 
club,  a  3lb.  2oz.  bream ;  Mr.  Foster,  ditto,  a  SJlb.  br  am  j 
Mr.  Farmer,  ditto,  a  51b.  jack ;  Mr.  Stump,  ditto,  61b. 
rcaca  ;  Mr.  Stone,  Peckham  Brothers',  101b.  bream,  up  to 
21b. ;  Mr.  Every,  St.  Albans,  two  bream,  3Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Bishop,  same  club,  bream,  np  to  1Mb. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Coin,  Iicach,  &o.  (Bibuty,  East  Olonoester- 
ahire). — A  ramble  over  ten  milea  of  tbe  nil  and  uppar 
Coin  on  Tuesday  found  this  famous  trout  stream  in  uplendid 
condition,  being  bank  high  nearly  throughout  this  distencs. 
Saw  a  rod  out  thus  early  on  the  Fairfoid  Paik  water  (Mr. 
Aubrey-Miller),  who  caught  several  ti  o  it,_bnt-,  I  under- 
stand, returned  them,  being  out  for  an  opening.  At  Coin 
St.  Aldwyn's  (Sir  Michael  Hicka-Beach'a  water  the  trout 
were  rising  freely,  so,  too,  were  they  in  the  Hath'rop 
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Castle  and  Bibury  Court  waters,  wliicli  are  simply  teem- 
ipg  with  fine  trout.  There  appears  to  be  a  good  show  of 
tront  in  the  Swan  Hotel  waters  at  Bibury,  and  here  the 
trout  were  rising  freely  to  March  Browns,  Olive  Duns,  and 
Blue  Gnats,  which  were  on  thick,  it  being  a  warm,  bright 
day.  The  season  here  opens  on  March  29.  The  Leach 
fisheries  and  other  streams  in  East  Gloucestershire  are  all 
reported  as  in  capital  trim  for  the  opening  of  the  season, 
and  Easter  anglers  will  be  just  in  it. — Paw. 

Darenth,  Eyusford,  Farningham,  Horton 
Kirby,  Sntton-at-Hone,  and  Hawley.— All  along 
this  part  of  the  river  trout  may  be  seen,  and  now  and  then 
they  rise.  Those  I  have  seen  have  been  chiefly  the  old 
btagers  of  Ijlb.  or  bo,  the  large  numbers  of  young  fish 
recently  put  in  making  little  show  at  present.  Prospects 
are  fairly  good,  the  river  having  been  well  cleansed,  yet 
we  could  bear  another  flood  before  the  1st.  The  rates  for 
fishing  at  the  Lion  Hotel  are  considerably  raised,  which  is 
not  surprising,  when  the  great  demand  for  trout  fishing 
ngar  London  is  to  be  remembered. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  liver  is  in  fish- 
able  condition,  but  the  frosts  have  made  the  water  very 
fine,  and  consequently  fish  are  very  shy.  Some  fair 
baskets  of  trout,  however,  have  been  creeled  lately,  Mr. 
H.  Wright,  of  Buckfastleigh,  getting  two  and  three  dozen 
a  day.  Mr.  Colin  May  killed  a  dozen,  and  a  few  brace 
were  secured  by  Messrs.  M.  Revell,  H.  T.  Distin,  E. 
Ackrell,  and  others.  Fish  are  difficult  to  catch,  except  in 
the  stickles,  but  a  good  number  of  rods  haye  been  out. 
Good  flies  are  Blue  Upright,  Half  Stone,  and  March 
Brown,  with  Edwards  Palmer  ocoaBionally.  On  Monday 
Mr.  Edgbrook,  stajing  at  Furzeleigh  Mills,  landed  a  spring 
salmtn,  HJlb.  in  weight,  from  Mr.  Pear  e's  water  above 
Buckfastleigh.  The  net  fisheries  are  quiet.  The  con- 
servators this  week  rescinded  the  resolution  pasted  at  their 
previous  meeting,  and  will  again  grant  free  liceilses  to  the 
Duchy  tenants  on  Dartmoor,  over  whose  land  anglers  have 
to  go.  Had  not  this  course  been  adopted  a  good  deal  of 
valuable  water  might  have  been  lost. — Detonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  streams  are  in 
good  fishing  trim.  Baskets  on  the  streams  in  the  North 
Devon  district  have  rot  been  large,  but  the  re-stocking  of 
the  Taw  and  Torridge  should  tend  to  a  good  season  with 
trout.  The  Rusty  Palmer  and  March  Brown  are  used. 
Altar  the  rain  of  last  week  some  fairly  average  takes  were 
made  on  the  southern  streams,  but  it  is  useless  to  start 
before  11  a.m.,  as  the  mornings  are  very  frosty.  The  Blue 
Upright  is  a  general  favourite  with  trout ;  but  sport  with 
ealmea  has  been  very  dull  up  to  the  present,  although  a 
few  good  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  Dart.  The  streams 
in  the  famous  Lyd  and  Tavy  Cleave  district  have  run 
somewhat  low,  and  visitors  have  hardly  commenced  to 
arrive.  Takes,  however,  have  included  some  well- 
conditioned  trout.  That  attractive  fly.  Bishop's  Fancy,  is 
again  proving  its  value,  other  bait  being  the  March  Brown 
and  Gjannan  Stone. — Devoxian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— There  has  been  hardly  any  sport  of 
late.  There  has  not  been  a  single  good  run  of  fish  this 
feason.  Indeed,  the  nets,  both  in  tbe  sea  and  the  river, 
are  yielding  worse  than  they  have  done  since  1894 ;  and 
the  Eden  U  not  singular  in  this  respect,  the  accounts  from 
the  Tweed  being,  if  anything,  worse.  Several  anglers 
have  not  yet  landed  anything  but  old  kelts,  and  the  few 
fish  that  have  been  killed  have  chiefly  fallen  to  the  rods 
that  are  day  after  day  at  work.  The  Corby  Castle  keeper 
has  had  one,  201b.,  Simon  Bell,  one,  171b.,  at  Armeth- 
waite  Hall ;  and  in  the  Corby  water.  Lord  Braokley,  one, 
91b.  ;  Lord  Newtoun  Butler,  one,  161b.  ;  and  Mr.  Wm. 
Stephenson,  one,  181b.  The  river  is  now  low  and  clear, 
and  three  or  four  feet  of  fresh  water  is  much  needed. — 
Silver  Geey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  beautifully 
fine,  but  not  good  for  heavy  baskets.  Waters  very  low 
and  bright,  and  brilliant  sunshine  from  morn  till  night, 
renders  fly-fishing  generally  unremunerative.  Messrs. 
Snell,  Taylor,  Tonkins,  Shapley,  and  Roberts  are  among 
the  successful  ones  on  the  Brampton  waters,  and  the 
following  have  scored  among  the  salmon :  Col.  Wyatt 
Edgell,  a  9-pounder  ;  Mr.  Edmonds,  one  of  similar  weight ; 
Mr.  Coombe,  an  8-pounder.  No  improvement  in  angling 
prospects  cm  be  expected  until  we  get  a  further  rainfall, 
the  river  being  already  down  to  summer  level. — "  Red 
Palmer." 

7en  District  (Sonth  Uncn.  and  Cambs.).— 

The  coarse  fishing  season  is  over.  It  has  been  a  good  one, 
and  continued  good  right  up  to  the  end.  From  Surfleet 
we  hear  that  things  had  got  slow  from  the  low  state  of  the 
water.  A  rather  notable  catch  is  reported  from  Jack- 
son's Hole.  With  a  few  nice  roach  and  perch  a  Leeds 
fportsman  recently  landed  a  splendid  trout  of  ;5Jlb.  This 
species  is  rare  in  this  locality,  but  its  discovery  should 
ehoiv  the  pos5ibilities  of  the  cultivation  of  trout  in  these 
waters.  Pikeing  on  the  Forty-foot  has  produced  a  epecinu  n 

of  8Jlb. — Ll.MI'KT. 

Zule  District  (North  Notts).— The  Idle  has  not 
been  yielding  very  well  lately,  but  the  Ryton  about  Blyth 
has  yielded  very  well ;  one  visitor  had  three  roach  scaling 
■I  Jlb.  recently,  and  tinco  then  anglers  have  turned  up  in 
fores.  The  best  fish  last  week  was  lib.  12oz.  Good  dace 
have  also  been  captured.  The  canal  between  Clarborough 
and  Clayworth  has  been  aif'ording  the  best  sport.  There 
some  good  roach  baskets  liave  been  obtained  with  bread 
pifcte.  A  few  pike  have  also  comet}  hand.  Trout  fishing 
tor  the  next  three  months  will  be  the  coarse  angler's 
refpgB. — L. 

Iiak*  Vymwy  (North  Wales).— Duiing  the  week 
under  reportthe  first  thrrodays  were  cold  and  frosty,  and  the 
remainder  very  hot  and  brighr,  without  any  breeza.  Sport 
haa  been  fair,  but  heavy  bostfetB  have  been  out  of  the 
question,  as  the  surface  of  the  lake  has  been  as  smooth  as 
glass.  On  the  8th  Mr.  Pine  killed  fourteen  (91b.  8oz.), 
and  Mr.  Ma«on  twelve  (7ib.  2oz.) ;  on  the  9th  Mr.  Pino 
killed  eight  (01b.  -laz.) ;  on  the  10th  Mr.  Pine  killed  eleven 


(61b.  8oz.),  Mr.  Crowther  eight  (41b.  13oz.),  and  Mr.  Mason 
three  (lib.  12oz.) ;  on  the  11th  Mr.  Pine  took  five 
(31b.  12oz.),  and  Mr.  Home  one  (14oz.) ;  on  the  13th  Dr. 
White  killed  seven  (61b.  loz.),  Mr.  Pine  six  (31b.  13oz.), 
Mr.  Briggs  four  (21b.  12oz.),  and  Mr.  Horne  four 
(31b.  lOjz.y.  The  best  fish  of  the  week  was  killed  by  Mr. 
Horne,  weighing  lib.  lOoz. — Long  Deift. 

Lark  (Laokford  and  Fiempton).— The  coarse 
fishing  season  closed  nere  on  the  15th.  The  last  few  weeks 
have  been  more  satisfactory,  the  water  being  in  very  fair 
condition  for  bottom  fishing.  Mr.  L.  F.  Best,  out  on  6th, 
had  some  nice  roach,  best  fish  lib.  Coz.  ;  Mr.  W.  G.  King, 
on  the  9th,  killed  a  few  very  good  dace  ;  Mr.  Mayhew,  on 
the  same  day,  fishing  near  Lackford,  one  small  pike,  21b. ; 
Mr.  H.  Best,  fishing  at  Fiempton,  some  nice  dace,  and  one 
pike  of  2Jlb.  Also  a  few  small  trout  were  caught  with 
worm,  but,  being  out  of  season,  were  carefully  returned. 
The  trout  fishing  season  commences  here  on  the  Ist  of 
April.  After  that  date  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  a  report 
of  the  capture  of  a  good  fish  or  two,  which  have  been  seen 
feeding  in  different  pirts  of  the  stream.  The  new  tickets 
of  the  society  can  now  be  obtained  from  me  at  Bury  St, 
Edmunds. — A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lea. — Tuesday  was  the  last  day  for  retaining  pike  and 
perch  in  the  Lea,  and  during  the  past  week  a  good  many 
anglers  have  been  out  spinning,  live  baiting,  &o.  Sport, 
however,  generally  speaking  has  been  quiet,  and  no  heavy 
pike  are  reported  captured  during  the  closing  days.  In 
the  King's  Arms  Fishery,  Waltham,  Mr.  Perry  has 
landed  four  jack,  going  121b.,  Mr.  A.  Shamrock  has 
secured  one  of  41b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Taylor  is  also  credited 
with  a  decent  fish.  One  of  Mr.  Perry's  fish  provided 
some  diversion  in  the  bar  by  suddenly  seizing  a  gentleman 
by  the  finger.  At  Enfield,  Cheshunt,  and  Broxbourne 
matters  piscatorial  appear  to  have  been  very  quiet,  and  as 
regards  roach  fishing  anglers  once  more  have  been  greatly 
disappointed.  _  The  fish  have  been  right  off  the  feed.  The 
Stort  has  furnished  anglers  with  some  small  pike,  but  the 
roach  have  not  been  biting.  This  latter  river  closed  for 
coarse  fishing  on  Tuesday. — Izaak  Walton, 

liUgfgr  Arrow  (lieomlnster).— These  noted 

trout  streams  have  gone  down  to  a  nice  level,  and  are 
running  clear,  and  are  both  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine  during  the  day, 
and  without  any  winds,  which  has  been  most  suitable  for 
anglers  to  get  out.  A  good  few  flies  are  now  coming  out, 
and  in  a  few  days  the  March  Brown  may  be  expected, 
when  trout  will  be  certain  to  rise  freely  at  them.  The 
best  flies  at  present  are  the  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  and 
Palmers.  A  few  very  nice  trout  have  been  landed  this 
weak  with  the  fly.  'The  Pinsley  is  running  clear  and  in 
good  order  for  fishing. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Zingsland).— Rivers 
are  in  good  orders,  but  weather  is  against  trout  fishing. 
Mostly  sharp  frosts  by  night,  followed  by  bright,  sunshiny 
days.  Have  heard  of  very  few  trout  being  landed,  and 
natural  iosects  are  scarce.  Until  the  nights  leoome 
warmer  but  little  improvement  can  be  looked  for. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Neue  (Peterborongh).— More  activity  haa  been 
evinced  in  angling  circles  during  the  past  week,  as  the 
circumstances  have  been  much  more  favourable  for 
prosecuting  sport,  and  some  good  catches  of  pike  can  be 
recorded  for  the  close  of  the  season.  Mr.  Priestley,  of 
Peterborough,  was  fortunate  in  securing  seven  good 
specimens  near  Oundle,  the  largest  scaling  about  71b.  A 
fine  chub  of  about  41b.  was  caught  at  Alwalton  by  Mr. 
Wright,  Peterborough.  At  a  meeting  of  representative 
gentlemen,  held  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  Peterborough,  on 
Friday  evening,  it  was  decided  to  form  a  trout  fishing 
association  for  the  Peterborough  district,  and  to  stock  a 
suitable  piece  of  water  with  trout.  The  vicar  of  Peter- 
borough was  elected  president  of  the  association.  The 
Sheffielders,  who  visit  the  Wisbech,  Sutton  Bridge,  and 
Boston  districts  in  large  numbers,  have  commanded 
interest  on  their  behalf,  and  the  licensed  victuallers  and 
tradesmen  are  co-operating  with  the  Shefiield  Amalga- 
mated Anglers'  Society  to  purchase  fishing  rights  in  local 
waters  in  the  districts  mentioned. — E.  A.  8. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— Beautiful  weather, 
fined  down  streams,  fly  on,  and  a  few  fish  on  the  rise  are 
the  angling  conditions  of  our  district  at  this  time.  A 
little  sport  has  been  had  with  grayling  before  the  close  on 
the  Tean  brook,  and  with  trout  on  the  Blythe ;  but  few 
fly  hands  have  been  out  yet.  The  coarse  fish  season 
ended  fairly  well  among  perch,  chub,  and  pike,  Mr.  John 
Lloyd  getting  a  very  plump  71b.  fish  ;  Mr.  Harry  Parsons, 
of  Stafford,  and  two  friends,  seventeen  pike  ;  and  a  lucky 
angler  secured  a  good-sized  barbel  from  the  Sow  some 
days  since,  which  is  being  set  up. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry ).— Season  finished  up  grandly, 
Messrs.  Kaye,  Lambert,  Briggs,  and  seven  other  gentle- 
men getting  good  fish  up  to  9ib.,  the  last  named  gentleman 
having  the  pleasure  of  gaffing  the  record  fish  of  years 
about  here,  a  very  handsome  perch,  3  jlb.,  which  I  took 
with  a  small  roach.  It  is  now  at  Mr.  Anstiss',  of  Chelsea, 
aid  will  make  a  fine  companion  to  the  2i\h.  one  I  caught 
in  the  summer. — A.  Scaru. 

Onse  (Huntingdon),— Season  ended  here  in  a  very 
sitisfaotory  manner.  For  some  few  days  the  water  has  been 
in  excellent  condition,  and  the  weather  also  was  very 
favourable.  Some  nice  pike,  roach,  and  a  few  chub  were 
caught,  some  of  tha  roach  sciling  nearly  21b.,  many  of  the 
pi  bo  over  101b.,  whilst  on  the  closing  day  a  131b.  and  an 
18j-p()unclor  were  captured. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.).— I  have  weighed-in  during 
the  past  week  pike  up  to  i61b.,  patch  up  to  31b.  4oz., 
roach  up  to  lib.  lljoz.,  which  makes  a  good  finish  up  for 
season  1898-9.  We  can  now  clean  up  our  rods  and  reels, 
and  put  our  lines  in  vaseline,  &c,,  and  make  everything  in 
readiness  for  June  16;  and  1  can  only  hope  that  every 
angler  may  be  permitted  to  see  the  opening  of  next  season. 
— E.  Collinson. 


Otter  (Tipton  St.  John's).— The  river  is  clear  a& 
low.    The  last  few  days  have  been  bright  and  mil 
Pishing  continues  to  be  very  bad.    To-day  (Wednesday 
15th)  only  three  anglers  were  on  the  river  between  thi 
station  and  the  mouth.     Nothing  worthy  of  note  wa 
done.   At  1  p.m.  the  Pale  Duns  came  on  the  water,  bu 
the  trout  did  not  stir.   An  angler  last  week  hooked  a> 
salmon  kelt  on  bis  trout  fly  just  above  Otterton  weir.  H 
stuck  to  him  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  then  th 
fish  broke  away.    It  was  about  51b.  weight.    This  is  not  a) 
common  event  on  this  river. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  sport  on  the  various  rivers  is  still 
very  good,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  taken.  On 
the  Dart,  especially,  the  fish  have  been  very  fine,  so  also 
on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Tavy. — William  Hearder. 

Savern,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanymy<, 
neoh). — All  these  rivers  are  at  present  in  the  very  b;st 
possible  condition  for  angling  with  the  fly,  and  with  the 
weather  more  resembling  the  month  of  May  than  the 
middle  of  March  it  is  most  extraordinary  that  so  very  few 
trout  have  as  yet  been  captured  in  anjj  of  these  streams, 
but  what  are  taken  have  all  been  found  to  ba  in  splendid 
condition.  On  Saturday  last,  Mr.  W.  Wood,  of  Warring- 
ton, Lancashire,  was  successful  in  landing  a  very  large  pike 
— a  female — 38in.  in  length  from  tip  of  nose  to  fork  of  tail, 
but,  strange  to  say,  did  not  weigh  nearly  so  much  as  it 
should  have  done,  being  out  of  condition,  and  it  is  sincerely 
to  be  hoped  that  other  pike  anglers  will  follow  Mr.  Wood's 
goad  example,  and  kill  as  many  of  these  pests  as  possible, 
as  at  the  present  time  they  are  very  easy  to  capture,  and 
more  easily  stiU  in  about  a  month's  time,  as  by  then  they 
will  have  finished  spawning.  A  fine  salmon  of  upwards  of 
201b.  haa  been  taken  in  the  Severn  near  Shrewsbury,  and 
several  others  have  been  seen  in  that  neighbourhood  and 
also  in  the  Vyrnwy,  which  good  news  may  tempt  our  local 
anglers  to  invest  in  salmon  angling  licences  to  help  on  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal<  —  The 
weather  has  held  fine  until  the  close  of  the  coirse  fish 
season.  The  winter  has  been  exceptionally  fine  and  mild, 
and  sport  quite  up  to  the  average.  Pike  in  the  Ouse 
seem  to  appreciate  the  introduction  of  rainbow  trout.  Mr. 
Bridger,  on  opening  a  71b.  fish,  found  the  remains  of  nine, 
and  at  this  rate  the  importation  will  soon  be  cleared  out. 
This  pike  was  taken  above  the  mills.  A  few  small  fish 
have  been  caught  in  the  Fletching  district,  but  nothing 
exceeding  4Jlb.  has  come  under  my  notice.  The  Cuck- 
mere,  which  is  now  closed,  has  yielded  a  few  bream  and 
roach  from  the  (iial  water,  also  a  few  small  fish  above  the 
road  hole.  Visitors  to  the  Rother  have  had  fair  sport 
with  pike  and  perch.  A  trout  of  about  21b.  was  tiken 
with  gentles  while  reaching.  It  was  in  poor  condition, 
and  was  returned  to  the  water.  Chichester  Canal  has 
fished  fairly  well.  Pike  up  to  41b.,  a  perch  of  2ilb.,  and 
bream  of  lib.  are  among  recent  captures. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,    Carmarthenshire).  —  The 

river  is  rather  low,  and  hence  very  little  sport  is  got 
either  with  salmon  or  trout.  A  fresh  is  much  needed. 
— H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire), — The  river  has 
run  rather  low.  Salmon  are  not  so  plentiful,  but  some 
nice  baskets  of  troqt  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week, 
— H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  lowered, 
and  is  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  is  in  capital 
order  for  fishing,  and  suitable  for  either  fly  or  bottom. 
The  weather  haa  been  beautiful  and  fine,  with  bright  warm 
sunshine  days,  without  any  March  winds,  and  has  been  in 
every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  will  no 
doubt  be  a  great  assistance  to  the  trout  to  get  back  into 
good  condition  after  the  long  spell  of  bad  weather  in 
February,  a3  some  of  the  trout  taken  have  been  Jong,  lean, 
and  flibby,  and  not  in  the  best  of  condition.  The 
trout  have  been  more  on  the  feed,  and  i  ave  been 
rising  better,  and  more  anglers  have  been  out  of 
late.  The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  February 
Red,  Palmers,  and,  if  the  weather  holds,  March  Brown 
will  ba  out  in  a  few  days.  Some  very  nice-sized  fish  have 
been  taken,  but  no  good  baskets  as  yet.  Close  season  for 
coarse  fish  commenced  on  Wednesday,  and  will  continue 
until  June.  On  Monday  six  nice  trout  were  landed  with 
the  Blue  Dun  and  February  Red.  With  the  worm,  on 
Tuesday,  four  trout  were  taken  below  Ludford.  In  the 
Ludford  water  some  good  trout  have  been  taken.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun.and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  and  in  good 
fishing  order,  and  a  few  nice  trout  taken  from  them  this 
week  with  the  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tentaury). — The  water  in  this  district  is  still' 
running  clear,  and  has  gone  down  to  a  nice  level  for  fish- 
ing, and  the  very  fine  weather  of  the  last  few  weeks  has 
done  much  to  improve  the  prospects  of  fishing.  The  warm 
days  have  brought  out'a  goad  number  of  real  flies,  and  the 
trout  have  been  more  inclined  to  feed,  and  have  been' 
rising  better  the  last  few  days.  There  has  been  a  fair 
number  of  anglers  out  with  Blue  Dun,  Palmer,  and 
February  Red,  and  several  nice  trout  have  been  taken ; 
and  if  the  weather  will  hold  fine  there  will  bo  some  good 
baskets  of  trout  landed  in  this  part,  as  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  river.  The  Red  Kyre  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  good  order. — WoRCKSiB  i 

Trent  (Newark). — The  closing  dajs  of  the  coarse 
fishing  in  the  Newark  district  was  n  general  failure,  not- 
withstanding the  many  rods  out.  Down  to  Thursday  last 
roach  had  been  taking  worm  freely,  and  the  hopes  of 
anglers  were  that  this  would  continue  to  the  end. 
Amongst  those  most  successful  Mr.  T.  Davis  far  excels  his 
freijuent  big  bags  of  roach,  containing  some  nice 
specimens,  three  out  of  a  301b.  bag  on  Thursday  reaching 
within  a  few  shots  of  lilb.  each.  Other  good  roach  were 
taken  by  Sergt.  Walters  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Lees,  the  latter 
having  one  lib.  6oz.  Dace  have  been  exceptionally  scarce, 
and  but  few  perch,  Mr.  Stemult  bagging  one  of  the  latter 
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weighing  lib.  '2oz,  Bleak  have  come  to  the  fore  during 
the  week,  and  the  season  cloeed  with  a  good  head  of  fish 
in  the  rlTer  to  produce  a  future  supply. — Trentsideb. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— Water  low  and  clear.  Some 
few  trout  have  been  caught  here  and  there,  but  have  not 
heard  of  or  seen  any  good  catches. — Eenle  IJelafield. 

Witham,  fto.  (Mid-IiluoolnBhire).— The  immigra- 
tion of  visitors  to  the  Witham  district  was  at  the  week- 
end very  numerous.  This  was  for  a  last  look-in.  Though 
late,  they  appear  to  have  done  fairly  well  among  the  pike. 
Many  anglers  have  got  fish  from  different  places  on  the 
river,  but  the  best  sport  has  been  at  the  ends  of  open 
streams  and  draiDa,  thus  showing  that  pike  are  resorting 
to  side  waters  for  t pawning.  Eoaching  on  the  river  has 
met  with  ill-success.  Anglers  on  the  Bain  have  enjoyed 
fair  sport  about  Conningeby,  and  in  the  reaches  about 
Fnlsby  Mill  spinners  have  secured  jack  from  21b.  to  41b. 
each.  From  the  drains  about  Boston  the  reports  of 
bottom  fishers  have  been  poor,  but  the  securing  of  a  jack 
now  and  then  has  put  a  little  life  into  the  sport. — Luci. 

Wye  (Builtli  Wells).— River  low  and  clear.  No 
salmon  taken.  Anglers  say  there  are  no  salmon  up.  I 
cannot  understand  it — a  mild  winter,  several  good  floods, 
and  yet  no  salmon.  A  few  decent  trout  taken ; 
A.  G.  Yaaghan,  Esq.,  was  the  most  sucoeesful.  March 
Brown  and  Blue  Dun  bast  flies;  weather  warm. — W.  B, 

EOBEBTS. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— 

Both  the  Yore  and  the  Swale  had  a  little  fresh  down  them 
on  Saturday,  doubtless  from  a  rainstorm  or  two  on  the 
moorlands  and  some  melliog  snow  from  off  the  higher 
bills,  but  it  was  very  little,  and  was  quickly  out  again,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  both  these  rivers,  in  fact,  all  the 
Yorkshire  angling  streams,  are  very  low,  and  as  bright  as 
they  cin  possibly  be.  This,  with  brilliant  sunshine  and 
sharp  frosts  at  night,  has  been  against  roach  fishing,  and 
the  takes  sent  to  me  are,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
"  stale,  fiat,  and  unprofitible,"  but  coarse  fishermen  have 
a  lot  to  be  thankful  for,  for  the  past  season,  particularly 
during  the  months  of  November,  December,  January,  and 
February,  has  been  one  of  the  best  they  have  had  for  many 
y«  ars,  and ,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  trout  season  only  requires 
favourable  weather  and  water  to  make  it  a  success,  for  all 
the  well-known  waters  are  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  I 
see  the  Hawes  and  Abbotside  Angling  Association  are 
sgain  re-stocking  their  waters,  and  are  putting  in  another 
2000  yearling  trout.  Yisitors  to  Upper  Wensleydale 
should  pay  their  water  and  the  Crown  Hotel  (the  head- 
quarters of  the  club)  a  visit.  If  they  do  so,  and  inquire 
for  Hcst  Fawcett  and  James  Blades,  it  will  be  their  own 
fault  if  they  don't  citch  fish.  The  annual  meeting  took 
place  last  Wednesday,  Dr.  Grime  in  the  chair.  From  the 
report  read  by  Mr.  Piatt,  the  club  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, and  a  balance  of  £30  12s.  lid,  remains  in  hand 
after  paying  all  the  expenses  connected  with  the  past  season. 
The  Earl  of  Wharccliffe  was  re-elected  president ;  Mr. 
E,  Piatt,  treasurer  ;  Mr.  Beckwith  Thompson,  secretary; 
Mr.  J.  Fawcett,  assistant  secretary,  and  Mr.  Moore,  who 
has  had  rare  sport  amongst  the  grayling  since  he  came  to 
reside  amongst  us,  was  elected  a  vice-president.  The 
Hornsea  Mere  pike  fishermen  finished  up  the  season  well, 
Mr.  Selke,  of  Newcastle,  having  the  honour  of  catching 
the  big  fish  of  the  year — viz.,  one  of  21|lb.  ;  this  fine  pike 
measured  3ft.  lin,  in  length,  2ft.  in  girth.  On  Friday  last, 
Mr.  Schrcfcder  caught  three  weighing  19Jlb.  The  sharp 
frosts  of  the  past  few  nights  have  prevented  many  flies 
from  hatching  out,  but  during  the  past  day  or  two  I  have 
noticed  the  Needle  Brown,  Winter  Brown  (Dark  Woodcock 
and  Orangej,  and  a  few  spiders  on  the  water.  For  a  com- 
mencement the  best  flies  will  be  the  Needle  Brown  (dark), 
Stiipe  and  Purple,  Partridge,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa 
(orange  body).  Blue  Hawk,  and  Spring  Black,  but  until 
we  have  some  warm  rain  to  freshen  our  rivers  I  canrot 
give  my  readers  much  tncouragement  to  go  fishing. — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

By  Telegbapii.— Large  Irish  Pike.— J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 
has  received  a  pike  for  preservation,  weighing  301b. ; 
length,  47in. ;  girth,  24iD,  It  was  caught  by  Capt. 
Gardiner,  of  the  Durham  Light  Infantry,  with  an  artificial 
lait,  on  Loch  Sbeelin.  It  is  the  largest  fish  caught  this 
jear  in  the  loch,  but  last  year  one  was  caught  weighing 
621b.  Loch  Sheelin  is  a  veritable  anglers'  paradise,  has 
excellent  trout  fishing  in  a  broad  stream  running  into  the 
lake,  as  well  as  perch  and  pike,  and  any  amount  of  wild 
fowl  shooting  in  the  season.  Capt.  Gardiner,  Loch 
Sheilin,  Cavan,  will  gladly  give  any  infonnation  to 
anglers  visiting  the  neighbourhood.  The  weather  ccn- 
tinaes  gloii'^u.sIy  fine,  and  our  rivers  low  and  clear.  The 
only  chance  of  getting  a  few  trout  at  present  is  by  fishing 
the  worm  w<ll  up-stream  on  fine  tackle.  There  will  be 
little  or  no  fly  fishing  attempted  until  .after  a  frfshet. — 
J.  E.  MiLLEB,  Northern  Angleis'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS, 

Axdgay  fE«s8-?hire,  N.B.).— All  the  tributaries  of 
the  Kyie  of  Huthsrland,  including  the  Carron,  SLin, 
Cassley,  Ojkel),  and  Eiting,  have  givtii  but  very  in- 
different pport  this  season  so  far  as  known,  Mr.  James  A. 
Yonog,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  has  got  falmon  up  to 
261b,  on  the  Gledfield  and  Dnnie  waters.  On  the  Inver- 
charron  waters  Mr.  Barratt  has  got  up  to  201b.  In  present 
coDditi/^ns  good  sport  cannot  he  looked  for. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  I<iddie,— Although  the  whole  of 
the  waters  in  the  KhU  and  Liddle  were  ojienei  this  week, 
Iittie_  worth  recording  has  b«cn  done,  'I'he  weather  still 
remains  cold,  and  few  anglers  have  ventured  out,  Salmon 
are  very  scarce  ;  indeed,  only  one  has  been  taken  since  the 
opening,  ar.d  that  by  Dr,  Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie, 
in  the  rnid-reaches,  A  few  yellow  trout  have  been  caught 
hi  the  Langholm  and  (janonbie  waters,  whilst  the  Long- 
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town  and  Metal  Bridge  divisions  of  the  river  have  yielded 
nothing  worth  placing  on  record,  A  gentleman  staying 
at  Longtown  had  a  brief  run  with  a  salmon  at  Lyne 
Foot,  but  the  fish  got  away.  Several  kelts  have  been 
hooked  in  the  middle  and  lower  reaches.  Up  to  the 
present  the  season  has  been  less  prolific  than  the  first 
month  of  last  year,  and  that  was  considered  to  be  about 
the  worst  on  record.  There  will  be  no  good  fishing  until 
April.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  very  dull  and 
rainy  looking. — Gilnidckib. 

Deveron  (Banffsliire). — The  heavy  rainfall  in  the 
end  of  last  week  has  freshened  the  weather,  which  has 
been  somewhat  cold,  keen  frosts  being  pretty  frequent. 
The  water  is  also  in  good  condition,  but  consequently, 
owing  to  the  close  netting,  which  continues  night  and  day 
by  the  net  fisherman  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Baik  cottages, 
anglers  are  having  but  poor  sport.  On  the  Carnousie 
section  a  nice  fish  of  5Jlb.  was  caught  on  the  8th  inst.  On 
the  free  water  at  Banff  a  few  trout  have  also  been  killed. 
The  net  fishing  on  the  river  and  coast  stations  showed  a 
slight  improvement  in  the  end  of  last  week  and  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present.  A  box,  on  Monday,  and  another  on 
Tuesday,  each  weighing  close  on  Icwt.,  were  sent  to  the 
London  market.  The  salmon  are  of  an  average  size  of 
81b.,  and  of  splendid  quality,  A  box  of  Jcwt.  was  also 
sent  from  the  Gardenstown  coast  fishings  on  Tuesday. — 
H.  W. 

Eenmore  (Loch  Tay,  N.B,). — On  March  13,  on  the 
reserve  water,  Mr,  Mclntyre  killed  a  salmon  l/jlb. ;  on 
the  hotel  water,  Mr.  Knight  killed  a  salmon  161b,  14th, 
on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  Smerdon  Roe  killed  a  salmon  191b, 
Loch  in  good  ply,— W.  Knight. 

Killiu  (Loch  Tay).— On  March  8,  Mr.  Wade  had  a 
salmon  of  171b.  10th,  Mr.  Ware  had  one  of  201b. ;  Mr. 
Pigou  had  one  of  271b.  11th,  Mr.  Langley  had  one  of 
191b.  13th,  Capt.  Williams  had  one  of  14lb.  14th,  Mr. 
Ware  had  one  of  271b. ;  Mr.  Langley  had  two,  of  211b. 
and  181b.  ;  Mr.  Pigou  had  one  of  201b.  Only  three  boats 
out.    Loch  in  good  ply. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel),  N.B.— On  March  3, 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  a  nice  salmon,  weighing  251b. 
On  the  6th,  Mr.  James  R.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  killed  four, 
201b.,  18|lb.,  181b.,  and  81b. ;  and  Mr.  D.  McRae,  one  of 
181b.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Sloan  had  one  of  181b.  On  the 
lOlh,  Mr.  Sloan,  one  of  201b.  ;  and  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen, 
one  of  181b.— S.  Tilston. 

Naver  (Bettyhill).— Since  last  reported  the  follow- 
ing sport  was  obtained  under  most  adverse  circumstances  : 
On  7th  inst.,  Col.  Frier,  Dalvina  Lodge,  on  Beat  No.  1, 
landed  a  salmon  weighing  91b. ;  Mr.  Campbell,  on  same 
water,  but  fishing  Beat  No.  2,  had  three  salmon  of  8yb., 
91b.,  and  lOJlb. ;  and  Gen.  Hume,  Syre  Lodge,  on  Beat 
No.  3,  one  salmon  of  91b.  On  9th,  Gen.  Hume,  on  Syre 
Ledge  waters,  landed  five  salmon,  ranging  from  7ilb.  to 
lOJlb.,  on  Beats  5  and  6.  On  10th,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  had  a  71b.  salmon  on  Beat  No.  5  ;  and  Col.  Frier, 
another  salmon  on  No.  3.  On  11th,  Gen.  Hume  landed  a 
salmon  on  No.  2. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Although  a  good  few 
spring  fish  are  being  got  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Dee, 
yet  there  is  a  considerable  slackness  elsewhere,  probably 
arising  from  the  dearth  of  fresh  fish  from  the  sea.  The 
weather  has  been  too  fine  from  an  angler's  point  of  view, 
and  a  moist  day  or  two  would  be  more  acceptable  than 
the  excessive  glare  of  sunshine  at  present  prevailing.  On 
the  Invercauld  water,  Mr.  H.  L.  Craik  landed  his  first  fish 
this  season  on  Thursday,  of  141b.  The  Duke  of  York  will 
fish  the  Abergeldie  and  Balmoral  reaches  for  the  next 
three  weeks,  staying  at  Birkhall,  as  being  nearer  the 
lower  and  more  prolific  pools.  On  the  Invercauld  Arms 
Hotel  water,  Mr.  Holland  had  three,  61b.,  71b.,  and  181b., 
and  two,  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  while  Mr.  Ferguson  had  two, 
of  71b.  and  101b.  On  the  Moraltree  water,  McLarren  and 
Sturton,  gillies,  had  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.  respectively.  On 
the  Glentana  waters.  Col.  Brinckman,  Prefect's  Hotel,  had 
one  of  81b.,  one  of  191b.,  four,  of  61b.,  61b.,  81b  ,  and  151b., 
one  161b.,  and  one  181b. ;  while  Mrs.  Brinckman  had  two, 
of  91b.  each  ;  and  Mr.  H.  D.  Harvey  two,  of  51b.  and  61b. 
In  the  Aboyne  waters,  fish  have  been  tadly  off  the  rise. 
On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section,  Major  Davidson  creeled 
two,  of  71b.  each,  one  of  8ilb.,  one  of  7ilb.,  and  one  of 
71b.  ;  while  Capt.  Ramsay  had  one  of  Gib.  On  Borrow- 
btone  section,  Nicoll,  keeper,  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  251b., 
and  one  of  61b.  On  Ballogie,  Mr.  Edward  Drummond  had 
one  of  81b.,  and  two,  of  7ib.  and  91b.;  while  Sir  John 
Gladstone,  on  Upper  Blackball  water,  had  two,  of  61b. 
and  91b.,  and  two,  of  91b.  and  14Jlb.  On  the  Lodge  water, 
Mr,  Chas.  Blacklaws  had  two,  of  61b.  and  91b.  On  the 
Blackball  water,  on  the  8th,  the  Hon.  A.  Orde-Powlette 
had  two,  of  71b.  and  91b. ;  the  Hon.  E.  Milne-Gibson,  one 
of  7ilb.  ;  and  Col.  C.  Leith  Hay,  one  of  71b.  On  the 
Lower  waters  only  an  occasional  fish  is  being  got.  Mr. 
Perry,  who  was  only  down  at  the  opening,  and  other 
lessees  have  left  sime  time  ago  on  account  of  the  slackness 
of  sport.  On  the  Kingcanssie  waters,  Mr.  Irvine  Forte  scue 
had  three,  of  61b.,  6lb.,  and  91b.,  and  two,  of  61b.  and 
101b. ;  while  Miss  Fortescue  creeled  one  of  6Jlb.  Mr. 
Davidson,  Wellwood,ha3  had  occasional  sport  on  the  Park 
waters;  but  all  over  the  Lower  waters  angling  has  been 
very  backward  indeed.  The  Duke  of  York,  who  passed 
up  Deeside,  accompanied  by  Sir  Chas.  Cust  and  the  Hon. 
Derek  Depple,  on  Wednesday  morning,  arrived  at  Aber- 
geldie mains  shortly  before  noon,  and  were  on  the  river 
after  luncheon.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  fresh  run  fish  in 
the  Royal  waters,  but  the  first  bit  of  spate  will  alter  all 
this,  and  then  the  Royal  angler  will  bs  in  the  thick  of  the 
spring  migrations.  On  the  Don,  Mr.  Wragg  creeled  a  fish 
of  91b.  on  the  Inverure  section.  Some  fair  baskets  of 
finnock  have  been  made  on  the  Ythan  tidal,  but  the 
easterly  winds  have  greatly  retarded  sport  hero  as  else- 
where. The  weather  is  all  over  too  dry  and  too  bright, 
with  overnight  frosts.  A  couple  of  hours'  rain  would  be  a 
veritable  boon  just  now,— G.  M, 


South  of  Scotland. — The  weather  has  become  more 
settled  this  week,  and  as  no  rain  has  fallen,  the  waters 
have  been  fining  down  since  the  end  of  last  week.  Angling 
has  been  somewhat  poor  in  all  the  rivers  of  the  district ;  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  very  few  spring  salmon  appear  to  be  in 
the  rivers,  and  they  have  been  making  a  poor  show  in  the 
nets  in  the  firth.  Trout  are  now  improving,  but  another 
fortnight  should  be  allowed  to  pass  before  taking  them. 
A  very  fine  yellow  trout  of  7Jlb,  has  been  caught.  The 
Annan, — This  river  is  now  in  nice  order  for  fly, 
but  not  much  is  doing.  For  two  or  three  days 
the  temperature  has  been  very  mild  and  spring- 
like. Another  spring  salmon  has  been  caught  in  the 
middle  waters  by  Mr.  Johnstone,  fly  dresser,  Moffat. 
I  have  not  learned  its  weight,  but  it  is  said  to  have  been  a 
pretty  fish.  Mr,  Johnstone  took  a  basket  of  yellow  trout, 
but  these  were  not  in  good  condition.  Another  angler 
was  reported  as  having  booked  what  was  said  to  be  a 
clean  run  salmon,  but  it  escaped,  Salmon  kelts  have  not 
been  so  troublesome  this  season,  so  far,  to  anglers,  but 
another  flood  or  two  must  come  before  they  are  cleared 
out  of  the  river  to  the  sea.  The  Nith.— More  anglers 
are  now  on  the  banks,  but  sport  has  not  been  very 
encouraging.  A  few  yellow  trout  have  been  picked  up 
here  and  there  on  the  main  stream.  In  the  tributarie.^ 
the  baskets  have  been  better,  and  the  condition  of  the 
trout  in  fair  order.  The  worm  bait  has  accounted 
for  the  best  sport  and  the  largest  trout.  A  rise  of  fly  has 
been  on  since  last  week,  the  February  Red  being  on  the 
water  last  week-end.  "The  March  Brown  has  not  hatched 
out  yet.  The  Galloway  Rivebs  and  Lochs.— A  very 
fine  yellow  trout,  weighing  7^1'.,  was  taken  on  Milton 
Loch  last  week  by  Mr,  William  Landsborough  Crocket- 
ford.  The  trout  was  taken  on  pike  tackle  and  bait  while 
spinning  for  pike.  It  was  reported  to  be  in  fine  condition. 
The  rivers  have  not  afforded  much  sport.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  waters  are  in  first-class  order  for  fly. 
Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Rivers.— Angling  has  been 
indifferent  on  the  rivers  and  lochs  of  this  part  of  the 
country.  A  few  fair  yellow  trout  were  taken  towards 
the  end  of  the  week  with  bait  tackle,  the  tributaries 
affording  better  sport  than  the  main  rivers.  The  Solway. 
— Few  spring  salmon  have  been  running  in  the  firth. 
Those  taken  in  the  nets  have,  however,  been  very  fine  fish 
of  heavy  weights.  The  poke  nets  at  Annan  have  been 
doing  fairly  well  during  the  past  fortnight.  The  Dee- 
went,— The  Fishery  Board  put  into  the  Derwent  5C(J 
yearling  trout,  which  were  presented  to  the  board  by  Mr. 
Hartley,  of  Armathwaite  Hall.  The  trout  were  consigned 
from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  in  Lancashire,  and  were 
placed  in  the  river  at  three  points  between  Cocker- 
mouth  and  Brigbam.  Mr.  Hartley  is  reported  to 
have  placed  a  similar  number  of  trout  in  the 
river  above  Cockermouth,  Angling  for  trout  commenced 
last  week  on  this  river,  but  not  much  has  been  done  yet. 
A  number  of  rods  have,  however,  been  out,  Mr,  John 
Allison  caught  eight  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  B.  Hewitt  also 
had  a  few.  These  were  taken  in  the  waters  below  Cocker- 
mouth.  Mr.  J.  Ritson  had  a  fair  catch  in  the  higher 
waters.  The  Fishery  Board  appears  to  have  managed 
badly  the  fishing  affairs  of  this  liver,  and  I  see  they  are 
deeply  in  debt  for  the  past  year.  The  Derwent  should  be 
one  of  the  best  angling  rivers  in  the  North  of  England  if 
it  was  rightly  managed.— Heatherbell. 

Tay. — During  the  last  fortnight  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Bedford  have  been  fishing  Stobball  and  Mickleour  water 
and  landed  sixteen  clean  fish.  On  Stanley  water  on  Thurs- 
day, Mr.  Jas.  S.  Mowat  had  one  salmon  of  161b.,  and  on 
Friday,  Mr.  George  McGregor,  fishing  Mr.  Kelly's  boat, 
landed  one  salmon  of  17ilb. ;  fishing  Berchell  water  on 
Friday,  Col.  Phillpotts  had  two  salmon  of  ISlb.  atd  18iib. 
Out  from  Fishers  Hotel,  Pittochry,  on  the  lower  waters. 
Dr.  Anderson,  Pittochry,  had  one  salmon  of  191b,,  Mr, 
Robert  Thompson  killed  ens  fish  of  251b.  On  the  Bernam 
Hotel  waters,  Mr,  Reginald  Glanville,  United  Service 
Club,  London,  landed  a  nice  clean  run  salmon  of  161b. 
Mr.  Henry  Peters,  fishing  Faskally  water  ou  the  Tummel 
on  Thursday,  was  successful  in  landing  four  fine  salmon 
weighing  IGJlb.,  201b.,  201b.,  and  251b.,  and  cn  Friday 
landed  other  four  fish.  The  water  is  in  fine  order.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  James  Menzies,  on  the  Bonskeid  water,  had 
two  salmon  of  141b.  and  14Jlb.  On  the  Lyon  on  the 
7th  inst.  Mr.  W.  Stewart  Menzies,  of  Chesthill,  ciught 
two  splendid  salmon  of  201b.  and  181b.  On  the  8th,  Mr. 
Donald  McNaughton,  keeper  on  Chesthill  water,  two,  l^ib. 
and  171b.  _ 

Tweed,  Teviot.  and  other  Border  Riverr.— 
Since  my  last  notes  the  rivers  have  now  cleared  from  the 
effects  of  the  flood  mentioned  last  week,  and  trout  anglers 
hive  been  out  in  considerable  numbers  lately,  and  some 
very  good  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  have  been  killed. 
Some  of  the  latter  fish  weighed  from  ilb.  up  to  lib.  and 
IJlb,,  and  one  beauty  of  21b,  loz.  was  killed  on  the  Teviot 
with  fly  by  Mr.  Richard  Newton,  Kelso,  who,  besides,  had 
another  half  dozen  of  the  sime  fish  weighing  fully  31b. 
With  regard  to  the  salmon  rod  angling  there  is  little  to 
report.  I  understand  that  two  fish  have  been  killed  on  one 
of  the  lower  waters  below  Kelso,  but  particulars  are  not 
yet  to  hand,  and  on  the  Borgham  water  (.Lord  Home's) 
sport  has  also  been  poor.  On  the  Floors  Castle  fastnesses 
nothing  has  been  done  during  the  past  week  in  the  way  of 
salmon  angling,  although  Lord  Staverdale,  who  killed 
two  fish  last  week  on  the  upper  water,  which  he  has  taken 
for  the  spring  months,  was  out  two  days,  I  believe,  did 
not  get  a  fish  of  any  kind.  On  the  Ednam  House  water  no 
fishing  has  as  yet  taken  place,  and  on  the  Hendersyde 
stretches  (.belonging  to  Sir  Richard  Wildie-Gritliths,  Bart., 
of  Hendersyde  Park)  there  have  been  no  salmon  killed  for 
the  past  ten  days,  although  I  am  led  to  understand  that  a 
nice  dish  or  two  of  trout  have  been  taken  when  the  weather 
permitted.  On  the  Spronston  water  no  fish  have  been 
killed,  but  two  baskets  of  trout  (7ib.  and  OJlb.)  were  got 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday.   At  the  present  time,  although 
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of  1031b.  (by  Mr.  A.  J.  Tronp.  Bayview  Hotel),  and  one 
of  101b.  (by  E.  Dennehy,  a  locil  professional). — T.  J,  D. 

Iiougk  Mask  (Clonbur,  co.  Galway).— Trouting 
pretty  good  lately.  A  valued  correspondent  assures  me 
that  since  cross  lining  was  abolished  three  years  ago  the 
trout  rise  better  to  the  fly — which  they  were  rather  chary 
of  doing  previously — and  sport  all  round  has  improved 
immenselv.  Intending  visitors  could  not  do  better  than 
writ?  to  Mr.  Govan,  Clonbur,  a  noted  angler,  who  would 
be  pleased  to  give  any  information  on  the  subiect. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Melvin.— The  Rev.  Wm.  Verner  had  some 
fine  trout  again  during  the  past  week  (trolling),  weighing 
from  21b.  to  3|lb.  Mr.  G.  landed  a  fine  fresh  run  salmon, 
of  141b.,  on  lOih  inst.,  with  several  gillaroo,  trout,  and 
brown  trout,  Mr.  T.  Hughes  took  five  gillaroos  and  four 
brown  trout,  weighing  in  all  8Jlb.,  on  9th  inst. — M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons, 

Longfh  Melvin  (Lower  Bieaclies,  Einlaugli 
!Eud). — Excellent  sport  was  had  amongst  the  trout  by  fly 
anglers  during  past  week.  Weather  conditions  were  every- 
thing that  could  be  desired — genial  showers,  with  south- 
westerly winds.  Baskets  were  had  on  many  days 
averaging  from  101b.  to  141b. ;  also  some  nice  trout  were 
had  trolling  with  artificial  minnows  to  Leale,  from  21b.  to 
41b.  Weather  conditions  still  look  promising.  —  P, 
Gallaghkr. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
continues  very  good  on  all  the  above  waters  since  last 
report. — Thos.  J.  Dennbhy. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  in  good  order,  and  the  wind  has  got  to 
the  south  for  the  past  few  days,  and  quite  a  number  of 
clean  fish  has  conce  in  from  the  sea.  Capt.  Palmer,  on 
March  13,  had  clean  fish  111b.  and  lost  another.  Mr. 
Phillips,  on  March  11,  liad  clean  fish  131b.  Mr.  Quegley, 
on  March  13,  had  four  kelta,  Mr.  Benson,  on  March  13, 
had  clean  fish  161b.  Few  trout  have  been  taken  on  the 
Lough  by  local  anglers. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Devg  (Killalos).  —  The 
weather  has  been  too  bright  all  this  week  for  salmon 
fishing,  and,  besides,  the  wind  has  kept  steadily  in  the 
north  all  the  time.  On  Saturday,  Major  Traherne's  men, 
P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty,  killed,  on  the  major's  preserves, 
a  freshly  run  salmon  of  241b.  Mr.  W,  Malmesbury 
Gotham  and  his  son,  Mr.  Bertram  Gotham,  Springfield, 
Prescot,  have  airived  here,  aad  have  rented  my  preserves 
to  the  end  of  Match.  I  know  of  a  few  rare  stretches  of 
strictly  preserved  salmon  and  trout  water  to  let  here  for 
some  time  should  any  of  your  angling  friends  want  such. 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— Both  the  Ballinderry  and  Black- 
water  have  run  down  clear,  and  this,  with  sunny  days  and 
frosty  nights,  has  stopped  trouting.  Pike  fishers,  how- 
ever, are  doing  well,  and  a  good  job,  too,  for  these  rivers 
are  overrun  with  them.  Heavy  floods  are  badly  needed. — 
J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 


Jingling  ^t^efures. 

March  19.   

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 
CoUingwood  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 
Good  Intent :  Lapsed  prize  outing, 
Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
March  20. 
Central  Association  :  Smoking  concert. 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
Phcenix  :  Visit. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

Prii  c  3  of  Wales  :  Visit, 

Stookwell :  Concert. 
March  21, 

Westbourne  Park  :  Annual  dinner. 
March  22, 

Bostonians :  Lantern  lecture. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards :  Annual  dinner. 

White  Hart:  A.B.8.  concert. 
March  23. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Phoenix  :  Visit. 

Thames  River  and  Look  Keepers'  dinner, 

Warrington :  Annual  dinner. 
March  24. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society :  Committee  meeting, 
March  25. 

Lychnobite  :  Benefit  concert  at  the  Champion  Hotel, 


March  2C.- 

„  26,- 

„  26,- 

„  26,- 

„  26.- 

.,  20.- 

,,  26.- 

„  26.- 

.,  27,- 

„  27.- 

„  27.- 

„  28.- 

April  1.- 

„  8.- 

„  11.- 

.,  11.- 

„  11.- 

„  12.- 

„  12.- 

„  17.- 

„  17.- 


25.- 
25.- 


-Allason  United  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 
-Amicable  Excelsior:  Match  at  Egham. 
-Amicable  Waltonians  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
-Blackfriars  :  Consolation  match  at  Rye  Honsei] 
-Brunswick  Brothers  :  Consolation  outing, 
-CoUingwood :  Consolation  prize  outing. 
-Crown  and  Buckland  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
-Ye   Glde  Claphim  Rovers :    Lapsed  prize] 

outing. 
-Harcourt :  Visit. 
-St.  Alban's ;  Visit, 
-Stepney  ;  A.B.S.  concert. 
-Brunswick  Brothers :  Visit, 
-Thames  trouting  commences, 
-Gresham  :  Chesham  dinner. 
-Hoxton  Brothers  :  Bohemian  concert. 
-Seymour  Brothers:  Annual  smoking  concert.; 
-Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
-British  Sea  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner, 
-St.  John's  :  Annual  supper. 
-Amicable  Waltonians:  A.B.S.  concert, 
-Bermondsey  Brothers:   Lantern  lecture  by 

Mr,  W.  J,  Wade  (secretary  of  the  Central 

Association). 
-Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,   Annual  dinner, 
-Gresham :  Annual  dinner. 
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there  has  been  any  amount  of  favourable  opportunities  for 
salmon  getting  to  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river,  there 
does  not  saem  to  be  many  clean  salmon  in  the  Tweed  or 
Teviot  in  the  Kelso  district,  while  reports  from  further 
down  the  river  on  the  angling  stretches  lead  one  to  the 
same  belief.  It  certainly  would  seem  as  if  the  Tweed  was 
yearly  getting  a  later  river  for  the  fish  to  enter,  or  else 
there  is  some  unknown  cause  why  this  once  well-stocked 
river — both  spring  and  autumn— is  now  bo  barren  of 
the  salmon  tribe.  Can  anyone  explain  ?  Of  those 
who  have  been  most  fortunate  amongst  the  trout 
eince  the  season  op='ned  we  may  give  the  follow- 
ing: Mr,  Robt.  Robertson,  Kels),  on  Teviot,  on 
Friday  last,  with  fly,  had  61b.  of  trout,  SJlb.  of  grayling 
(one  IJlb ),  and  21b.  of  smaller  trout.  Mr.  Richard 
Newton,  Kelso,  had  a  basket  of  61b.  of  trout,  and  the 
same  quantity  of  grayling,  on  Friday  ;  while  since  then  he 
has  killed  dishes  of  trout  and  grayling  combined,  weighing 
from  41b.  up  to  71b.,  all  on  the  Teviot,  On  the  same 
stream  yesterday  (Tuesday),  Mr.  Wm.  BarfE  had  about 
2Jlb.  of  nice  trout,  all  got  with  fly;  Mr.  Jas.  Robertson, 
on  Tweed,  31b,  (fly) ;  Mr.  Robert  Ferguson,  on  Teviot, 
351b  ;  Mr.  Jas.  Q'ait,  on  Tweed,  2ilb,,  and  a  bull  trout 
of  4^1b,,  all  with  fly.  To-day  (Wednesday)  Mr.  Adam 
Denholmn,  Kelso,  in  two  hours'  fishing,  after  trying  the 
grayling  with  worm  for  half  an  hour,  put  up  fly,  and  at 
the  close  of  his  two  hours  he  had  2JIb.  of  trout  and 
21b.  of  grayling,  nearly  all  got  on  Jack's  Plumb,  on  the 
Teviot.  Many  other  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  have 
been_ killed  during  the  past  week  on  both  the  main  rivers, 
ranging  from  21b.  up,  but  those  given  above  are  the  best. 
The  rivers  to-day  are  in  splendid  condition,  and  the 
weather  for  the  trout  angler  is  all  that  could  be  desired. 
I  believe  that  Kingsida  Loch,  on  the  Ettricb,  has  been 
stocked  with  trout  from  the  Howietown  Fisheries 
Hatchery  at  Stirling.  The  trout  measured  from  about 
'4iQ.  to  9in.  in  length,  and  were  brought  to  Selkirk  in 
fifteen  tanks,  each  tank  containing  from  300  to  600  fish. 
Before  the  loch  was  raached  on  Thursday  morning,  how- 
ever (the  fish  having  arrived  the  previous  day),  a  good 
many  of  the  trout  had  succumbed  to  the  imprisonment  in 
the  tanks  or  to  the  transit,  either  by  rail  or  road,  five 
lorries  being  required  to  convey  the  tanks  from  Selkirk 
Station  to  the  loch.  The  fishing  for  pike  in  the  Tweed 
and  Teviot  still  goes  on,  and  a  few  have  been  got  during 
the  past  week,  Mr.  Jas.  AfHeck,  on  the  Teviot,  had  one 
of  51b.;  on  Monday,  Mr.  Oimiston,  one  of  31b.  on  the 
Batne  river;  and  Mr.  Hogarth,  Henton  Mill,  five,  of 
various  weights.  The  Tweed  salmon  net  fishings  are  most 
unsatisfactory,  only  some  three  or  four  fish  being  killed 
each  day ;  while  the  number  of  trout  does  not  increase. 
Salmon,  on  Saturday,  were  33.  per  lb. ;  trout,  2s.  2d, 
per  lb.  Last  year  at  same  time  prices  were  :  Salmon  and 
trout,  23.  6d.  per  lb.  each. — Maxwheel, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast. — Up  to  a  day  or  two  ago  the  Lagan  fished  well 
about  the  Dromore  reaches,  but  is  now  too  low  and  clear 
for  success.  A  few  anglers  were  out  this  week  on  Wood- 
burn  and  Stoneyford  Dams,  There  is  little  to  report  from 
the  Antrim  and  Down  rivers, — J,  A,  B. 

Black  water  (co,  Cork).— Sport  still  continues  poor 
owing  to  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  rivers,  nearly  down 
to  summer  If  vel.  On  Kilbariy  water,  Mr.  A.  Browning 
Priestley  had  two  magnificent  fish  one  day,  42Jlb.  and 
181b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  Rlvar  (co.  Donegfal).— Owing  to  the 
continued  dry  weather  this  river  has  become  rather  low, 
and  a  good  many  of  the  pools  are  out  of  order  in  conse- 
quence. Mr.  T.  Feely  took  one  nice  fresh  run  salmon  of 
101b.  on  9th  inst.  A  good  fall  of  rain  is  at  present  needed 
very  much  to  put  a  fresh  in  the  river,  when  good  sport 
would  be  had,  as  the  river  now  contains  a  good  stock  of 
fish. — M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Cork  Rivers. — All  the  Cork  rivers  have  been  in  pretty 
good  angling  order  since  last  report,  though  a  few  were 
running  rather  low  for  successful  angling  to  be  had.  The 
accounts  to  hand  show  that  there  has  bean  a  material 
improvement  all  round,  though  on  no  water  can  sport  be 
considered  satisfactory  eo  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  and  Lough  Coxrib  (Galway).— Sioce  last 
report  little  was  done  on  the  river.  Not  for  several  years 
has  there  been  such  an  inauspicious  opening.  The  river 
has  been  open  now  almost  six  weeks,  and  not  as  many 
salmon  have  been  killed.  On  Lough  Corrib  trouting  in  the 
last  fortnight  has  been  excellent,  but  chiefly  confinel  to 
professionals,  whose  daily  baskets  ran  from  7ib,  to  lOlb. 
and  higher  ;  whilst  several  fine  fish  up  to  71b.  were  killed 
along  the  Galway  shores. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ball;; shannon  and  Belleek). — This  river 
is  now  in  fine  order  for  trout  fishing,  and  some  fine  trout 
are  being  taken  daily  by  Messrs.  P.  Cleary,  Moohan, 
Knox,  and  others. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killarney, — Sport  has  shown  .some  improvement  since 
last  report,  though  it  ia  still  far  from  satisfactory,  con- 
sidering the  favourable  weather  and  water  conditions.  A 
few  salmon  have  been  had,  and  some  fair  baskets  of  well- 
conditioned  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  has  slightly  improved 
since  last  report.  Nevertheless  the  water  is  down  to 
summer  level  nearly,  and  it  requires  the  finest  tackle 
possible.  On  Lee  Mount,  Mr,  W.  T.  Crawshay,  one,  7ilb.  ; 
on  Ballineadig,  Capt.  Richards,  Hants  Regiment,  one 
12ilb. ;  on  Carrigrohane  J'ishery,  Mr.  M,  Murphy,  one, 
2016. ;  on  the  Powdermill  stream,  J.  H.  Gribble,  one,  81b,, 
and  Mr.  Ned  Murphy,  two,  101b.,  91b, ;  on  Ashton,  O,  L. 
Evans,  ISJlb.  At  the  Waterworks  fish  are  now  collecting  ; 
Mr.  J.  O'Donnell  had  two,  81b.,  8Jlb  ,  and  Mr.  J. 
McAulil'f,  one,  101b. — W.  Haynkh  and  Son. 

Longh  Currane  (VfTaterville.  00.  Kerry).— Sport 
continues  very  bad  among  salmon,  though  the  water  is  in 
good  order,  and  the  weather  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Only  two  salmon  have  been  had  sinoo  last  report,  viz.,  one 


Brighton, — We  are  having  splendid  weather  and  calm 
sea.  A  shoal  of  porpoises  passed  close  inshore  (going 
west)  yesterday  (I4th).  Several  boat  anglers  have  been 
off,  but  have  not  heard  with  what  success. — H. 

Deal  (Xhe  Pier). — Local  fishing  has  shown  no  signs 
of  improvement  during  the  past  week,  though  several  local 
anglers  have  daily  wetted  their  lines.  One  boatman  has 
taken  a  fair  number  of  pouting  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
"Wreck"  on  two  recent  occasions.  On  March  12  the 
pier  anglers  were  Messrs.  Gray,  Glynn,  Andrews,  and 
Kellaway,  but  the  total  return  for  the  day  only  reached 
one  pliice  and  three  dabs.  Mr,  Filmer  drew  a  blank  on 
Monday  ;  Mr,  Bushnell  took  two  very  small  dabs  ;  and 
Mr,  Cooper  a  similar  number.  On  Tuesday  afternoon 
Mr.  Bushnell  managed  to  get  eight  very  diminutive  dabs, 
but  three  brother  anglers  did  nothing.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) has  witness  3d  but  meagre  sport,  three  rods  only 
accounting  for  two  immature  dabs. — J,  Richardson, 

Flj  mouth, — It  seems  as  if  we  are  to  have  no  winter  ; 
the  weather  at  present  is  quite  like  summer,  in  fact  so 
much  so  that  on  Monday  I  strolled  down  to  my  boat  to  see 
about  fitting  out.  I  was  struck  with  the  extreme  lowness 
of  the  tide,  in  fact  I  do  not  remember  seeing  such  a  low 
one  before  ;  you  could  walk  right  out  through  the  open- 
ing of  tha  West  Hoe  Pier,  and  right  round  outside  to  the 
beach,  commonly  called  Peeble  Side.  I  noticed  a  few 
boats  in  the  offing  fishing,  but  they  did  not  seem  to  be 
very  busy.  The  spring  pollack  are  coming  on,  but  they 
are  not  taking  many  from  the  piers  as  yet.  I  saw  a  school 
of  gray  mullet,  some  5000  or  6000,  following  a  vessel  into 
the  dry  dock.  When  the  gates  were  closed  and  the  water 
pumped  out  they  were  dipped  up  in  landing  nets  and 
baskets  and  sold  to  a  local  fish  buyer.  It  is  a  funny  thing 
how  these  mullet  will  follow  a  ship  that  has  long  grass 
weed  growing  to  it.— W.  Heardbr  (B.8.A.S.), 

Southend  and  Leigh. — Things  piscatorial  here  are 
at  a  standstill.  No  fish,  and  no  prospects  of  any  ; 
consequently,  there  is  nothing  to  report.  I  do  not 
remember  any  time  at  which  fish  were  so  scarce.  The 
weather  is  beautiful,  and  seems  likely  to  continue  so. 
Visitors  are  arriving  daily.— Charles  IIussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


From  llarpcr'a  Bazaar. 

"  Well,  what  did  she  siy  ?  "  asked  Tattered  Tompkins, 
when  his  partner,  Soiled  Simpson,  returned  from  an 
attempt  to  replenish  the  commissary,  "  I  tole  her," 
replied  Simpson,  "  that  I  wanted  somethin'  to  eat,  an'  she 
said  :  '  What's  the  use  o'  my  givin'  ye  somethin'  to  eat  ? 
Ye'll  only  get  hungry  again.'  With  that  she  shet  the 
door,  an'  what  could  I  do  i"' 

"  80  you  have  no  House  of  Lords  in  this  country  ?  ' 
said  the  visiting  Englishman.  "  No,  we  haven't,"  replied 
the  American ;  "  this  is  a  nation  without  a  peer." 


^Reptts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening,  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London.,"  marlced  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Assooiation. — The  monthly  delegate  meet- 
ing will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  20,  at 
8.30.— R.  Ghtjrney, 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£17  123.  9Jd.,  proceeds  of  St.  Margaret's  competition, 
and  £12  9s.  6d.,  proceeds  of  the  Amberley  compel ition, 
per  Mr.  S.  Malby;  Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society's 
donation  box,  143,  At  the  last  committfe  meetingj 
(March  10)  two  applicitions  were  entertained,  and  ^611 
was  voted.  The  committee  will  meet  on  Friday  evening 
next,  March  24,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit-j 
ing  List, — I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Battersea  Friendly  and] 
opened  the  Bene/olent  box,  which  contained  the  sum  of] 

143.— B.  ROWLES,  ] 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  Disirici)  Visit*' 
ing  List,  —  On  acoonnt  of  my  illness,  my  friend 
Abrahams  attended  at  the  Royal  George  retora  visit.  On 
the  roll  call,  twenty-three  clubs  were  represented.  The 
A.B.  box  contained  £2  23,  9d.  The  next  visit  will  go  to 
the  Harcourt  A.S.,  Harcourt  Arms,  Hare Jurt-street, 
Marylebone,  on  the  27th,— J,  Harris. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Soclet7i 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge- street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W, — 
On  March  12  Messrs,  Stage  had  roach;  Jackson,  roach; 
Barker,  roach  ;  Abbott,  dace  (largest,  over  7oz.) ;  Ben, 
dace  (larg.>6t,  over  6.Z.)  ;  ShepperJ,  perch  (several  up  to 
lib.),  and  hooked  a  51b.  trout  at  Tilehurst,  and  carefully 
put  same  back.  It  was  taken  on  a  No.  11  crystal,  buaoh 
of  gentles,  and  roach  pole.  A  consjlation  match  takes 
place  on  the  26th  to  all  who  have  not  taken  any  prizes. 
The  only  fish  weighable  in  season,  viz.,  from  the  Lea,  any 
other  open  waters  same  species  of  fish  as  from  the  liver 
Lea  only  accepted  in  the  above.  Next  Wednesday  is 
quarter  night ;  election  of  officers,  &c.  I  have  Aquarium 
tickets  at  4d.  each.— Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Booiety.  Coach  and  Horses,  Port^t- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  March  12  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Drew,  Montgomery, 
Boothby,  Hall,  Hopping,  Butlin,  and  Utting.  Mr.  Willie 
Ward  (Gaiety  Theatre)  captured  a  lOlb,  jack,  Mr,  Black 
landed  it  for  him.- J.  Chambers. 
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Amicable  Excelsior  Angfling  Society.  Prince 
Arthur,  Aithar-street,  Battersea. — On  March  12  several 
members  fished  in  the  last  match  this  seisoa  at  Hampton, 
when  only  two  had  fish,  as  follows:  Messrs.  D.  Cooper, 
first ;  J.  Eich,  second.  Mr.  F.  Fairclough  also  weighed-in 
81b.  8Joz.  of  roach  and  two  small  bream. — J,  R, 

Amicable  Waltonian  Anirlingf  Society.  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — On  March  5 
an  outing  took  place  for  five  prizes,  the  following  being  the 
winners:  Brealsfoith.  roach  and  perch;  Nunn,  sen., 
reach ;  Allen,  jack ;  MiUin,  roach  ;  Lambarth,  roach  and 
dace.  On  March  12  an  outing  took  plica  for  four  prizes, 
they  being  taken  in  the  following  order :  Allen,  jack ; 
Brealsforth,  roach  and  perch ;  MUlin,  roach  and  dace ; 
Nunn,  sen.,  roach,  chub,  and  dac?.  At  the  weekly  meet- 
ing on  the  15th  a  sum  was  voted  for  the  river-keepeis' 
dinner,  and  a  smoking  concert  arranged  in  aid  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  funds,  which  will  take  place 
on  April  17.  Will  secretaries  please  note  date,  to  avoid 
clashing  ? — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Anglingf  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  March  12  the  members 
competed  for  four  prizes,  the  following  being  successful : 
Mr.  H,  Hamilton,  first;  Mr.  T.  Bowling,  secDnd;  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade,  third  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Jones,  fourth.  Two  rudd 
(largest  lib.  loz.)  and  a  dace  of  lib.  loz,  were  shown  at 
the  club  on  Wednesday,  and  are  in  the  hands  of  our  Mr. 
Jones  for  preservation.  Mr.  G.  Clark  was  elected  a 
working  member. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Battsrsea  Friendly  AnjlinfT  Sosiaty.  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea.  S.W.— On  March  12 
the  following  members  weighed-in :  Messrs.  F.  Aplin, 
bream  ;  W.  Thomas,  roioh  ;  8.  Aplin,  roach  and  bream  ; 
W.  Hersant,  jack;  G.  Miller,  jack;  and  A.  Ansty,  roach, 
the  last  named  having  111b.  of  good  fish  from  the  Thames. 
Mr.  L.  Hooper  was  elected  a  working  member.  Will 
members  please  clear  the  books  by  end  of  month.— A. 
•Jenkixs. 

Battersea  Fiscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
Btinley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Several  members 
were  out  on  the  12th,  and  returned  with  some  nice  takes 
of  fish.  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  in  two  days,  601b.  of  roach  and 
chub ;  Mr.  A.  Painter,  roach,  chub,  and  dace,  largest  chub 
i21b.  13|oz.,  largest  dace  G^cz.  ;  Mr.  H.  White,  31b.  SJcz. 
of  roach  acd  perch,  being  second  in  consolation  match; 
Mr.  A.  White  weighed-in  perch,  being  third;  Mr.  W. 
Keene  weighed-in  some  nice  jack. — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  AngUng  Society,  Wool- 
pask,  Bermondsey-street,  8.E. — The  following  members 
weighed-in :  Mr.  J.  Hobbs,  2olb.  roach ;  Mr.  J.  Martin, 
161b.  roach  and  jack.  Only  three  members  who  fished  in 
the  Arun  succeeded  in  taking  a  prize :  Mr.  J.  Wegley, 
9Jlb.  bream  and  roach,  first;  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  8 Jib., 
second  ;  and  Mr.  Kervill,  31b.,  third.  The  remaining  four 
prizes  not  won  are  to  be  fished  for  by  the  members  who 
have  not  won  a  prize  during  the  season  ;  conditions  are  that 
they  shall  fieh  anywhere  in  the  River  Lea,  the  gross  weight 
of  the  remaining  two  outings  to  take  the  prizes  in  rotation ; 
the  ilb.  rule  to  be  abolished  on  this  occasion.  On  Monday, 
April  17,  Mr..  W.  Wade  will  deliver  a  lecture,  accom- 
panied by  lantarn  views,  on  a  fishing  trip  on  the  S.E.R., 
followed  by  a  smoking  concert,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. — A. 
Conn-. 

Blaclcfrlaxs  Angling  Society,  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-street,  8.E. — Our  second  March  prize  outing, 
subscribed  by  our  host,  was  fished  off  at  Pnlborough, 
Mr.  Stiilman  being  first  with  bream,  51b.  Joz. ;  Mr. 
Foster,  second,  with  one  bream,  31b.  4oz.  (thoroughly 
spawned)  ;  Mr.  Hobett  being  third  with  bream  and  roach, 
■21b.  8oz.    Mr.  Merrygold  also  nice  show  of  roach,  and  Mr. 

G.  Howard  grand  take  of  roach.  We  hive  arranged  a 
grand  consola'.ion  prize  outing  for  members  who  have  not 
-tiken  a  prize  during  season,  to  be  fished  for  at  Rye  House 
(roving).  Start  0.10,  return  7.20,  on  March  26.  We  should 
like  any  intending  gentlemen  to  join  us  at  beginning  of 
■pason,  as  our  new  season  promises  to  be  a  record  one. — 
Wh£f,lhol\se. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angflingr  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  March  12  Mr. 
J.  Roach  weighed-in  roach  'Jlh.  loz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  chub, 
perch,  roach,  and  dace,  81b.  12|oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Bray  and  Mr. 
J..  Sinclair,  bream  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker,  bream  and  perch  ; 
Mr.  R.  Lummes,  Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett,  and  Mr.  C.  Davis, 
perch.— T.  Patkbnoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  The  Britannia,Clarendon- 
road,  Notting  Hill,  W.— On  March  12  several  members 
-were  out  vtith  the  following  results:  Messrs.  G.  Love, 
'roach  and  dace;  T.  Lewis,  sen.,  roach;  T.  Lewis,  jun  , 
•  roach ;  P.  Harley,  roach  ;  J.  Weeks,  roach ;  F.  Hall, 
roach;  H.  Foreman,  roach  and  gudgeon,  from  Uxbridge. 
Next  Tuesday  being  quarter  night,  I  hope  all  members 
will  attend  and  clear  the  books.    We  also  wish  to  remind 
'  dcmora  of  prizes  that  they  will  greatly  oblige  by  sending 
them  in  as  goon  as  possible. — H.  Dagworthy. 

BoBtonian  Angling  Society,  Daiby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
Btreet,  Prince  of  Walps-road,  Kentish  Town.— On  March  22 
Mesgrg.^  Ward  and  Jones,  members  of  the  society,  will 
give,  with  the  aseiatance  of  the  lantern,  an  original  pro. 
•daction  of  "Facts  and  Fancies."  Members  and  their 
friends  are  reqnestcd  to  be  in  attendance  at  8.45  for 
9  o'clock,  f^n  March  12  Mr.  J.  Jennings  had  a  nice  tray 
of  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Ward,  roaoh  and  rudd.— J.  Jf. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society.  King 
Edward  V'l.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-rwd,  N.— 
On  March  1,  H.  Canton,  31b.  of  roach.  On  March  .">, 
W.  Facharo,  aib.  3|oz.  roach ;  H.  C.  Canton,  81b.  ll|oz. 
roach  ;  C.  Smith,  a  very  pretty  jack,  81b.  3Joz. ;  H.  Field, 
41b.  lljoz  roach.  On  March  8,  A.  Field  a  nice  tray  of 
fj^ch  wfright  16ib.  ]|oz.  (four  largest,  llb.CJoz.,  llb.4oz., 
-  lib.  Ziw.  ,  and  lib  2oz.).  On  the  12th,  J.  Maynard,  jack 
Md  perch,  weight  IClb.  (two  largest  perch  21b,  8oi!,)  ; 

H.  C.  QaotOD,  roach.— Hy.  Ta.mb, 


Branswiok  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road.  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. —  On  March  12 
the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  C.  Parmenter,  piko  ; 
Kelley,  bream;  A.  Randall,  perch;  R.  Bennet,  roaoh, 
dao9  and  chub ;  E.  Papworth,  dace.  Our  next  return  visit 
(No.  1  Eastern  District)  takes  place  on  March  28.  The 
match  for  all  members  who  have  never  won  a  prize  will 
be  refished  in  the  Lea  on  March  1!)  and  25. — F.  Ranhall. 

Cambridge  Seath  Brothers'  Angling  eaaoivky. 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  the  12th  we  had  a  splendid  show,  the 
trays  being  well  filled  by  Messrs.  T.  Benny,  roach  and 
dace;  H.  Hackett,  roach  and  dace;  H.  Deverill,  reach 
and  chub;  G.  Yeo,  jack;  J.  Golding,  jack;  L.  Stephen- 
son, jack ;  B.  Smith,  roach  ;  H.  Everett,  roach  and  perch  ; 
B.  Sawyer,  jun.,  perch  ;  ar.d  R.  Hubbard,  roach.  On  the 
last  day  of  the  saasoa  (14th)  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  B. 
Williams,  with  Mr.  B.  Brcckett,  of  the  Original  Alexandra 
A.S.,  showed  some  excellent  roach,  twelve  fish  weighing 
just  on  201b.  (heaviest  lib.  15oz.).  A  very  good  finish  to 
an  indifferent  season. — P.  E.  Loi'T. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  bad  a  good 
show  of  fish  on  March  12,  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Cook 
having  grand  shows  of  roach.  Mr.  Fuller  and  Mr.  Harris 
also  weighed-in.  Our  concert  on  Monday,  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S. ,  was  a  great  success,  thanks  to  the  friends  that 
supported  ne. — B.  Boxall. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  committee  have  pleasure  in  announcing  that  the 
Central's  annual  smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  next,  20th  inst.,  when  tbe  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  Walter  Emden,  J.P.,  L.C.C.  An  excellent  pro- 
gramme has  been  arranged. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List.  —  The  next 
return  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Phcenix  A.S.,  held  at 
the  Tavistock  Arms,  Stebbington  -  street,  N.W.,  on 
Thursday  next,  23rd  inst.  Anglers  and  their  friends 
cordially  invited. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  S.W.— On  the  12th 
inst.  the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  J.  Thorne,  lUb.  S^oz. 
roach  and  jack,  two  jack  91b.  loz.  ;  J,  Burrage,  bream, 
largest  fish  31b.  10|oz.  ;  J.  Jones,  roach.  —  G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clerlcenwcll  and  .  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  nf  xt  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales'  A.S.,  held  at  the  Windsir  Castle,  Church- 
street,  Edgware-road,  on  Monday  next,  March  20.  This 
being  their  first  visit  on  this  list  I  hone  some  of  the  West- 
end  clubs  will  rally  round  them.  If  not  on  the  list  the 
more  to  their  credit.— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  the  12th  only  two 
prizes  were  taken,  by  Messrs.  Bampton  and  Eastwood. 
Mr.  Osment  weighed-in  a  good  show  of  roach  for  gross 
weight.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday 
next.— T.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
March  12  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  A.  Howland, 
E.  Baxter,  F.  Sorafeild.  Will  members  oblige  by  attend- 
ing the  meeting,  as  I  have  tickets  for  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  the  Aquarium,  and  also  there  is  some  very 
important  business  to  be  transacted  ? — T.  Twyman. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — We  had  a  nice 
show  of  fish  on  March  12,  Mr.  Beames  weighed-in  a  chub 
of  41b.,  also  jack  and  roach;  Mr.  Turner,  roach;  Mr. 
Jarrett,  roach  and  dace  ;  Ball,  roach  ;  F.  IJeames  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach  and  daie  from  the  Arun ;  Mr.  Staf- 
ford, bream  and  perch.  The  consolation  match  takes 
place  on  the  Lea  (roving)  on  March  19  and  26.  Con- 
ditions :  The  heaviest  one  take  of  roach  and  dace.  Our 
sea  outing  takes  place  on  April  9  ;  place  to  be  fixed  later. 
Members  are  requested  to  note  that  there  will  be  no 
meeting  next  Wednesday,  the  22nd  inst.,  as  allanemlers 
are  going  to  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  ;  meet  at  the  club- 
house at  8  30  sharp. — W.  H.  Stafford. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  the  following  weigh-in  fish  :  Messrs.  (i.  Kynaston, 
reach  ;  W.  Braxton,  roach  and  jack  ;  S.  Hurell,  reach  and 
bream  ;  G.  Piatt,  roach  and  bream.  On  the  12th  list,  we 
had  an  outing  at  Woking,  for  ux  prizes,  when  the  following 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  G.  Hurell,  J.  Parker,  P.  Juchan, 
and  J.  Hurell.  Mr.  W.  Marshall  weighed-in  a  good  show 
of  roach  and  jack  from  other  waters  (heaviest  jack, 
61b  4.lcz  ).— Phil. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pbngh,  Rochester-row, 
Westminster.— On  March  12  Mr.  C.  Eves  and  Mr.  J. 
White  had  roach  from  tbe  Thames.  A  fpscial  meeting  is 
called  for  Wednesday,  the  22nd,  for  important  bufiness. 
Will  members  kindly  attend  ? — J.  White. 

Covent  Oar  den  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-aore,  W.C. — On  March  12  Messrs.  Cutbush,  Massey, 
and  Curtis  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  clmb,  perch,  and  jack. 
On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Curtis,  Massey,  and  Cutbush  had 
gocd  shows  of  roach,  perch,  and  jack. — W.  Massey. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  Piscatorial  iiooiety, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C. — We  had 
our  trays  well  filled  on  March  12.  The  following 
weighed-in  :  G.  Norris,  13!b.  roach  and  dace ;  W.  Long, 
81b.  bream  ;  A.  Anderson,  31b.  bream  ;  H.  Haines,  31b. 
roach.  Those  prizes  not  won  during  the  season  will  be 
fished  for  on  March  20,  at  Broxbourue.  Boundary  from 
Carthagena  Lock  to  Ryo  House  Bridge. — G.  Fuanklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society.  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  March  12  Messrs.  G. 
Davies,  T.  Thompson,  and  W.  Thompson  were  again  to  the 
fore  with  a  very  grand  show  of  roach,  perch,  dace,  and 
jack.  On  Tuesday  there  was  a  batter  attendance  than 
there  has  been  of  late,  when  it  was  decided  that  our  con- 


cluding outing  should  take  plac«  in  the  Lea ;  full  par- 
ticulars to  be  obtiined  at  the  clubhoosj. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdln  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W.— All  members  out  on  March  12.  Mr.  A. 
Edwards  weighed-in  a  good  show^  of  perch ;_  Mr.  B. 
Coltman,  dace.  Wednesday's  meeting  diccasaion  as  to 
how  best  to  stop  the  planting  of  fish  in  punt  wells  was 
decided  to  expose  through  the  Prete  anything  of  thia  sort 
any  member  might  come  across. — JoHXNY  Edwardh. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  HoUoway-road,  N. — Sport  rather  poor  for  end 
of  season ;  but  several  members  have  been  re-stocking 
various  rivers  with  8Joz.  dace.  Our  concert  on  the  15tb 
was  very  snccef  sful. — Greo. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.— On  March  12th  our 
last  match  took  place,  when  the  following  took  prizes  : 
Messrs.  Balls,  roach,  lib.  13oz.  ;  Viner,  roach,  31b.  2oz. ; 
Smith,  one  perch,  lib.  13oz.  ;  Allum,  roach;  Millett, 
roach;  and  Bidwell,  roach. — W.  Jenkins. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Notting-hill,  W. —  Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  12th.  Mr.  King  had  a  good  show  of  roach  and 
bream ;  Mr.  Wilson,  perch ;  and  Messrs.  Ryell  and 
Bridge,  roach.  Oh  Tuesday  our  quarterly  balance-sheet 
was  passed  as  correct,  officers  were  appointed,  and  a  lot 
of  general  businecS  done.  I  hope  to  see  a  large  attendance 
next  week  to  arrange  the  fich  audit. — G;  King. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society.  City  Arms,  High 
Cross  •  road,  Tottenham. — On  March  12  Messrs.  Pheasey, 
71b.  13oz.  roach  and  dace;  Hame,  2lb.  9oz.  roach  and 
dace;  Crump,  lib.  lojoz.  roach  and  dace ;  Biggs,  lib.  2ioz. 
roach  and  dace  ;  Wells,-  lloz.  roach.  A  grand  wind-up  of 
the  season  for  jack,  Mr.  W.  F.  Butler  weighing -in  jack, 
321b.  lot,  largest  fish  weighing  20ib.,  measuring  3Pt.  3in. 
in  length,  and  in  girth  23in.  Mr.  H.  S.  Warwick  also 
weighed-in  four  fish,  weighing  23Ib.  93z,,  largest  fish 
81b.  2az. — \V.  Lefevre. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate,  E.— Our  match  at  Bures  was 
a  great  success,  Mr.  King  being  first  with  71b.  13|oz. 
roach;  Mr.  Durell  second,  41b.  12oz.  bream,  largest 
31b.  2ioz.  ;  Mr.  Catt,  third.  Messrs.  Mendham,  Inman, 
Willett,  Creeke,  and  Woods  also  weighed-in. — H.  F.  C. 

Forest  Piscatorial  Society,  Esse  and  Crown,  Hoe- 
street,  Walthamstow. — The  following  were  the  oaly 
members  to  weigh-in  :  Mr.  T.  J.  H.  Marshall,  one  perch, 
l^lb.  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Beamont  with  roach.— H.  Tisley. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — The  members  fished  for  six 
lapsed  prizes,  any  part  of  the  Lea,  only  three  taken,  by 
Messrs.  Murphy,  Evhan,  and  Whitmore  ;  the  remainder 
to  be  fished  for  on  March  19  ;  the  same  conditions.  Mr. 
A.  Coker  brought  in  221b.  of  capital  class  roach  from 
Littleport.  Messrs.  Thompson,  Maybury,  and  Haines 
also  brought  in  roach. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — We  con- 
cluded our  season  on  March  12,  and  had  a  fair  show  of 
fish,  the  following  members  weighing-in  :  Messrs.  C.  and 
F.  Watling,  C.  Large,  Dutton,  J.  Petrie,  and  T.  Brooks, 
roach  and  dace;  G.  Francis,  J.  Evans,  and  J.  A.  Fitch, 
perch  ;  R.  Osven  and  W.  Randell,  jack  ;  and  W.  Lowry, 
two  nice  tench.  The  following  rivers  contributed  to  tbe 
show,  viz.,  Thames,  Colne,  Lee,  and  Arun.  It  is  with 
sincere  regret  I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr.  A, 
Hambridge,  an  old  and  esteemed  member  of  the  society, 
who  died  on  Saturday  last,  11th  inst.,  and  will  be  interred 
at  Higbgate  Cemetery  on  Saturday,  March  18,  at  3  p.m. 
—J.  A.  Fitch. 

Harcourt  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — We  take  a  return  visit  on 
Monday,  March  27,  on  the  A.B.S.  List,  when  I  hope  to  sae 
many  old  friends. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — Mr.  Cailcutt  had  ashow 
of  roaoh  ;  Mr.  A.  Bagsbaw,  jack ;  Mr.  Smith,  roaeh, 
dace,  and  jack.  Will  members  kindly  attend  nest 
Wednesday,  for  special  business? — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
ToUington-road,  N. — Some  grand  fish  have  been  recorded 
the  last  three  weeks.  I  have  had  dace  of  14joz.  (medal), 
lljoz.,  lOJoz.,  and  lOJoz.,  and  a  pike  111b.  lOjcz.  last 
Sunday  from  the  Thames.  The  latter  was  promptly 
eclipted  by  Mr.  F.  Berry,  who  on  the  closing  day  weighed- 
in  one  of  171b,  5joz.  (medal),  and  three  others  scaling 
121b.,  which,  with  roach  (two  biggest  lib.  6iz.  arid 
lib.  5oz  ),  brought  up  his  total  fcr  the  day  to  57Jlb.  On 
the  same  date  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  had  ten  nice  roach  weigh- 
ing 7ilb.  Messrs.  J.  and  G.  Parsons,  and  S.  Stone,  have 
taken  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  but  not  quite  reachirg 
specimen  standard.  A  general  meeting  is  called  for 
April  12  to  consider  a  proposed  increase  of  the  standard 
for  certain  fish,  and  other  important  businers. — E.  W. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Hollow  ay  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. — A  successful  conceit  was 
held  on  March  15,  at  headquarters,  a  pleasant  evening 
being  spent  by  members  and  friends,  some  specially  good 
songs  being  given  by  Messrs.  G.  Johnson,  T.  Johnson,  and 
T.  Smith.  Mr.  H.  Grettan  presided  at  the  piano.  Fishing 
reports  are  as  follows  :  Messrs.  A.  Clayton  and  A,  Stevenf, 
on  March  10,  fishing  in  private  waters,  a  fair  take  cf 
perch,  and  roach  up  to  lib.  On  March  11,  Mr.  F.  Hanes, 
fishing  with  Vaughan,  at  Shiplake,  a  number  of  good 
perch  and  jack.  On  March  12,  Messrs^  A.  Clayton  and  T. 
Johnson  had  fair  sport  at  Bures,  Mr.  Clayton  taking  a 
jack  of  81b.  6oz.  Mr.  F.  Clay,  on  March  12.  brought  a 
good  show  of  chub  and  roach  from  the  Thames. — A. 
Clayton. 

Hozton  £rothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  March  12  Messrs.  F.  Newton 
weighed-in  roach  ;  S.  Cole,  dace  ;  S.  Gillett,  one  chub, 
31b,  8^oz.  ;  and  T.  Sowerbntta,  one  jack,  41b,  llicz.  Our 
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Eighth  Annual  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

DAVID~SLATER, 

(Stekxicl  24) 

or  NEWARK -ON -TRENT, 


MAKES  THE  FOLLOWING 


RODS. 

mHOSE  m  want  of  either  Rod  or  Reels  will  consult  their  own  interests  by 
^  inspecting  David  Slater's  Magnificent  Exhibit  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
(now  open). 

Built  Cane  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods,  with  or  without  Steel  Centres, 
for  excellence  of  workmanship  and  reasonable  prices  stand  second  to  none. 
Inspection  invited. 

Superior  Greenheart  Trout  Rods  from  10s.  6d.  to  2l8.  Two  tops,  and 
Best  Univei-sal  Winch  Fittings. 

See  our  Greenheart  Salmon  Rods.   Best  quality  only. 

Our .  Noted  Pattern,  the  Newark  Perfection,  specially  designed  for  the 
Nottingham  style  of  fishing,  price  21s.  each. 

Pike  Spinning  Rods  in  East  India,  Cane  and  Greenhart  from  10s,  6d 
to  21s. 


REELS. 

Slater's  New  Aluminium  Alloy  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels.  These  Reels 
are  perfection ;  they  combine  great  strength  with  extreme  lightness ; 
hardened  steel  works,  and  beautifully  finished. 


Sizes. 
2Jin. 

3in. 
3iin. 


Prices. 
153.  0(3. 
17s.  6d. 
2l8.  Od. 
258.  Od. 


Sizes. 

4iin. 
5iD. 


Prices. 
283.  Od. 
828.  Od, 
35a.  Od. 


The  Fly- Fishers'  Winch  (registered).  This  reel  is  made  in  two  sizes ; 
can  be  had  with  click  or  silent  check.  It  has  two  special  recommendations- 
extreme  lightness  and  quick  winding. 

Also  a  large  collection  of  the  following  patterns  :  Ordinary  Wood  Sea 
Reels,  The  Future  Sea  Reels,  Slater's  Combination  in  Wood  and  Ebonite, 
The  "  Zephyr,"  the  lightest  Nottingham,  Gun-metal  Salmon  and  Trout, 
Bronzed  Salmon  and  Trout,  &c.,  &c. 


We  have  a  few  old  patterns  Combination  Wood  Reels,  also  Ebonite  Salmon  and  Trout,  which  wiU  be  sold  regardless  of  the  cost  of  manufacture 

during  this  Exhibition. 

Mr.  David  Slater  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  during  the  Fisheries 
  Exhibition,  which  closes  on  April  5. 


Established 


1819. 


H.  WHITTY, 

15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool. 


Telegrams, 
"  Fishing, 
Liverpool.' 


Split  Cane,  Whole  Cane  (speciality),  Greenheart, 
Hickory  Rods  built  on  the  premises  by  expe- 
rienced workmen. 

Will  Customers  wishing  to   have  their  Rods, 
Reels,  or  other  Tackle  repaired,  kindly  send  them 
this  month  so  as  to  avoid  delay. 

Reels,  Lines,  Nets,  Flies,  Bags,  Wading  Trousers, 
Brogues,  Coats. 

LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  SUPPLY. 

The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Eoach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Eudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &o.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOB   PISHEBY,  CAISTOB,  LINCOLNSHIBE. 

N.B— Special  Lines  in  Rainbows,  Carp,  Fish  Food,  around-bait,and  Perfection  Carriers 


TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  Ltd. 

Large    uantities  of  TROUT  FRY,  Two-Year-Old  TROUT, 
and  Larger  TROUT  up  to  2ilb. 

Price  List. 

MANAGER,    MILTON,  BURTON-ON-TRENT. 


THE  FIFTH  ANNUAL 

Promoted  by  the  LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 

WILL  TAKE  PLACE  AT 

THE  CHAMPION  HOTEL,  ALDERSGATE  STREET,  EX., 

On  SATURDAY,  MAMCU  S5,  1899, 

On  behalf  of  PRINTERS'  CHARITIES. 


Ladies  Specially  Invited. 


Doors  Open  at  6.30. 


Overture  at  7  p.m. 


Aftislis—iaiBa  Marie  Lloyd,  Miss  Amy  Brook  (Cert.  B.A  M.),  Miss  Vesta  Victoria,  Miss  Kate 
McGeeiiey,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  Mr.  Walter  Briscoe,  Mr.  Charles  Osborne,  Madame  Stephanie 
Olive,  Miss  Geraldine  Hewgill,  Madame  A.  L.  Povey,  Miss  Ada  Bowella,  Mr.  Bertram  Gill,  Mr. 
James  Davis.  Mr.  Albert  Walter,  Mr.  Fred  Borne,  Mr.  Tcm  Mulroy,  Mr.  Joe  Levet,  Master  Albert 
Walter,  Mr.  F.  Q.  Bead,  Mr.  W.  Skinner,  Mr.  Cecil  Graeme,  and  Mr.  Alf  Smart,  /iislnwwidalisls— 
The  Eoyal  White  Band,  Mr.  Sydney  Hemming  (Harp  Solos),  Mr.  Montagu  Hemming  (Czymbalo 
Solos),  Mr.  A.  T.  Harrison  (Cornet  Solos).  Accompaiiisls—HrB.  Newman  Harrison,  Mr.  James 
Jefferson,  and  Master  Albert  Walter.  IStage  Mana'jer—'Mr.  Albert  Walter.  C/iairmim— Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard;  Vicc-Cliciinnan — Mr.  L.  Chaplais,  "Ben  Jonson." 

Tickets,  Is.  each,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society, 
"Ben  Jonson,"  Shoe-lane ;  and  of  the  following  Gentlemen:  Messrs.  F.  Jon«s,  "The  Times";  G. 
Marshall,  "  The  Times  ";  H.  Ash,  "  Daily  Mail"  ;  H.  Wesson,  "  Daily  Mail  ';  T.  Matthews,  "  Dally 
Telegraph";  SO.  M.  Eiobmond,  "  Daily  Telegraph";  Q.  Cooper,  "  Morning  Leader";  J.Harris, 
"  Morning  Leader";  J.  E.  Griffiths,  '•  The  Times  "  ;  T.  Edwards,  "  Daily  News  " ;  J.  Pushee,  "  Daily 
News";  II.  Bone,  "Daily  Chronicle";  O.  Dixon,  " Financial  Times";  U.  Eaatment,  "Financial 
Times";  A.  0.  Oannell,  "Daily  Chronicle";  P.  Oxford,  "Morning  Advertiser";  J.  Maokinlay, 
"Morning  Post";  H.  Barnes,  "Dally  News";  T.  Pedley,  Assistant  Sec,  Lychnobite  Angling 
.Society  ;  or  of  the  Secretary,  Sid  Eansom,  as  above. 


OGDEN  AND  SCOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE    GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Are  showing"  a  splendid  Assortment  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Flies,  and  General 
_  Tackle  at  Stand  20,  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster. 

Branola. :  lO,  X-3E1IOESSTESH.  SQXJ^X1,E3,  X^OZtfDO^XT.     CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


Makch  18,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


195 


Bohemian  concert,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  on  the  7th  iosfc., 
was  again  a  snccess  j  the  Dibdin,  Peckham  Brothers',  and 
St.  John's  Angling  Societies  were  well  represented.  The 
chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  Bermondsey 
Brothers',  faced  by  Mr.  G.  Armstrong,  in  the  vice.  Mrs. 
L.  C.  Pendry  officiated  at  the  piano.  Amongst  those  who 
contributed  to  the  harmony  were  Miss  A.  Ash,  B.  Ash 
and  Brady,  Messrs.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  G.  H.  Wood, 
F.  Newton,  A.  McGuiness,  H.  Streth,  E.  Hunt,  Will 
Musgrave,  Johnny  Edwards,  Josh  Cosnett,  Ted  Hilton, 
WLU  Poore,  Dent,  &c.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
Messrs.  G.  H.  Shepherd  and  Armstrong,  for  their  services 
rendered  in  making  such  a  pleasant  evening,  and  also 
adding  to  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S.  The  next  Bohemian 
concert  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  11. — Johnny. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  Barley  Mow, 
Long-lane,  E  C. — Messrs.  Boatwright  and  Sloper  weighed- 
in  251b.  of  roach  from  the  Thames  on  13th  inst.  Mr. 
Boatwright's  five  best  fish  weighed  51b.  12oz.  (largest 
fish,  lib.  8oz  ) ;  and  on  the  loth  inst.  151b.  of  roach  by 
the  same  gentleman,  also  from  the  Thames. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbnry-road. — The  following  weighed-in 
on  March  12  :  Messrs.  E.  Challis,  jack  ;  Holder,  jack  and 
dace  ;  Bnrwash,  roach  and  dace  ;  and  Wi)kes,  roach  and 
dace.  On  Tuesday  it  was  settled  to  fish  ofiE  the  remaining 
prizes  np  the  Lea ;  boundary,  from  St,  Margaret's  Bridge 
to  Wear  Bridge.  Members  to  go  by  8. -3  or  9.5  train]  from 
Liverpool-street,  or  the  8.10  or  9.19  from  Hackney  Downs. 
— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingaland-road.  —  Three  special 
prizes  were  competed  for  cn  March  12,  Messrs.  Butt, 
Poole,  and  Nunn  being  the  winners  ;  but  only  one  of  the 
two  "  specials  •'  fished  for  on  Wednesday  last  was  taken, 
Mr.  Nunn  being  the  winner.  The  members  will  compete 
for  two  special  prizes  on  March  19,  on  the  Lea,  between 
the  Fish  and  Eels  and  Patty's  Weir;  also  for  two  on 
Wednesday  next,  22Ed  inst.,  at  the  same  place. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  two  nice  shows  of  roach  weighed-in  from  the  Thames 
by  Messrs.  Bence  and  Gilder.  I  hope  members  wiU  attend 
better  next  week,  as  we  have  some  business  to  bring 
forward. — G.  Bexce. 

Leicester  Independent  Angling  Society.— Mr. 
F.  and  H.  Barnes,  of  the  above  society,  fishing  in  local 
waters,  on  March  2,  took  seven  pike,  weighing  221b.,  and 
on  March  9,  accompanied  by  Mr.  K.  G.  Briggs  and  Pole, 
took  soma  pike,  bream,  perch,  and  roach,  Mr.  Biiggs 
capturing  a  pike  weighing  16Jlb.  The  pike  is  being  set  up 
by  Mr.  Pinchen,  of  Church-gate,  Leicester.— F.  Barnes. 

Idncoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  March  12  the  following 
showed  some  nice  fish  :  Mr.  Johnson,  a  nice  show  dace ; 
Mr.  More,  reach  ;  Mr.  Cook,  E.  Watling,  A.  Richards,  C. 
Biggs,  W.  Bowdrey,  and  W.  Watling  also  showing  some 
nice  roach,  dace,  and  bream. — W.  Watling. 

IiiTerpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-squaje.— In  view  of  the  close  season  local  anglers 
have  been  very  active,  and  there  have  been  plenty  of 
fish  taken  from  ponds  and  canals.  There  are  now  four 
other  societies,  viz..  Nelson,  Central,  West  Derby,  and 
East  End,  at  work  in  the  city,  and  amongst  them  they 
have  rented  the  fishing  in  several  farm  ponds  in  Cheshire, 
and  there  has  been  a  rare  race  to  get  hold  of  these.  The 
river  Dee  is  yielding  well,  and  many  good  catches  have  been 
had  from  its  water.  Many  portions  are  strictly  preserved, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  for  anglers,  unless  they  have 
permission  and  a  trout  licence,  to  be  very  careful  what 
they  do  with  any  trout  taken  when  bait  fishing,  for  there 
are  both  watcheis  and  keepers  on  the  look  out  for 
offenders.  The  great  danger  in  keeping  trout  is  that  some 
one  may  be  caught,  and  then  "farewell,  a  long  farewell  " 
to  riparian  owners  giving  permission  for  the  future. — 
Ed.  Woolfall. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Park,  N. — The  coarse  fishing  season  has  finished  up 
very  quietly  with  us,  beyond  a  few  jack  (up  to  51b.)  and 
perch  from  the  Lea,  perch  from  the  Thames,  and  a  few 
jack  from  private  waters  up  to  111b.,  there  has  been 
nothing  worth  recording.  I  shall  now  be  glad  to  receive 
entries  for  our  annual  club  billiard  handicap. — A.  E. 
Hendon. 

North-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
the  12th  inst.  :  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  0.  Lamb,  jnn.,  J.  Eaton, 
H.  Hart,  Mr.  Thorn,  L.  W.  Richards,  sen.,  with  a  large 
perch,  beating  all  weighed-in  this  season,  who  will  tike 
many  prizes  given  for  same.  Wednesday  next,  March  22, 
special  meeting,  when  all  contributions  due  shou'd  be  paid 
Up— A.  Lkwis. 

Vorth  Xiambftth  Angling  Society,  Newcastle 
Anna,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth,  S.B. — We  had  a  grand 
show  of  jask  for  the  last  outing  of  the  season  on  the  12th, 
when  the  following  took  prizes  :  R.  Morris,  first,  with 
jack,  and  also  a  special  prize  for  second  largest  jack  ;  J. 
Cheese,  second,  with  jack;  T.  Dew,  third,  with  jack  ;  G. 
Palmer,  fourth,  jick  :  J.  Edwards,  fifth,  with  jack  ;  also 
C.  Dicks  took  first  prize  for  honorary  members ;  A. 
Dawson,  second.  All  members  had  fish.  T.  Dew  took 
prize  for  the  largest  jack  for  the  season,  and  a  tobacco 
prize ;  R.  Morris  took  the  season  gross  weight  prize. — E. 
fiowr.f.fl. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Heveral  of  the  members  were  oat  on  the  5th. 
The  following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Carter,  Reitz,  Coldwell, 
Tracy,  Ilopton,  Juno.  Sport  being  bad,  very  few  fish 
were  shown.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Toeaday  next  at  ^,  ■"/).— W.  8. 

Vhcmlz  AngUng  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-«treet,  N.VvT— We  made  a  good  finishing-up  show  on 
March  12,   Mam,  llouffler,  Austin,  Nobby,  F.  Dove, 


and  Carr,  jack,  foach,  perch,  chub,  and  dace ;  best  jack, 
61b.  8oz. ;  chub,  21b.  lOoz.;  and  several  roich  over  lib. 
Members  and  friends  not  posted  to,  please  accept  this 
invitation  to  Central  Visit  on  Thursday,  March  23. — R.  C. 

Portsmouth  Piscatorial  Angling  Society, 
Golden  Fleece  Hotel,  Commercial-road,  Landport. — The 
annual  dinner  was  held  on  Monday,  March  13,  at  the 
Albany  Hotel,  when  there  was  a  large  number  of  anglers 
present.  A  first-class  menu  was  put  on  by  Host  Holley. 
Mr.  W.  Hooper  in  the  chair.  During  the  evening  the 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  S.  Dyer,  submitted  the  last  year's  report, 
iucluding  the  many  privileges  the  society  holds  for  its 
members,  which  was  favourably  received.  It  was  also 
announced  that  the  club  is  in  a  moat  flourishing  condition, 
having  a  good  balance  in  hand.  A  smoking  concert 
followed,  in  which  many  harmonious  members  assisted. 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — We  finished  our 
Thames  season  on  March  12  with  some  capital  shows  of 
fish  by  the  following  members :  Mr.  Whitford,  four  jack 
and  some  nice  roach  ;  Mr.  Haynes,  three  jask  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  Robins,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Davis,  a  fine  brace  of  chub. 
Our  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  district  will  be  held  at  the 
above  on  March  20,  where  all  will  be  welcome. — W.  B. 

Koyal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — The  following  returned  with  fish  on 
March  12  :  Messrs.  Holder,  Spielmann,  Davis,  Longland, 
Pope,  Brand,  W.  Allport,  E.  T.  Harris,  and  Gibbons. 
Mr.  Longland  showed  a  very  nice  specimen  perch,  and  Mr. 
E.  T.  Harris  showed  an  excellent  tray  of  specimen  pike. 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  all  members  in  their  places  next 
meeting  night. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — Several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  the  12th,  and  the  only  m3mber  weighed-in  was  Mr. 
Dornsford:  three  nice  jack,  one  101b.,  71b.  14oz.,  and  one 
7ib.  2oz.,  which  saved   the  club  from  a  blank. — F. 

PiGNATELLI. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington. — Our  show  of  fish  on  March  12  was  not 
so  good  as  the  previous  week,  the  only  notable  tray  being 
that  of  H.  Adam,  91b.  bream.  Mr.  Brown  also  weighed-in 
for  a  prize  in  the  consolation.  Our  South  London  visit  is 
postponed  until  Monday,  March  27,  owing  to  the  Central 
Concert.  Wednesday,  March  29,  general  meeting  of  all 
members  for  election  of  new  secretary  and  other  very 
special  business. — H.  A. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  had  a  splendid  show 
of  fish  on  the  12th,  consisting  of  jack,  perch,  chub,  dace, 
bream,  and  roach.  It  was  decided  on  the  15th  that  the 
twenty-first  annual  supper  takes  place  at  headquarters  on 
April  12.    Members  please  note. — F.  Thorling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  the  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — On  the  12th 
Mr.  W.  Bignell  weighed-in  jack,  and  Mr.  G.  Richards, 
roach.  We  fish  for  a  series  of  prizes  on  the  19th  in  the 
Lea  at  Ware. — W.  Anstey. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — We  had  a 
very  nice  show  of  fish  on  March  12.  The  following 
weighed-in  :  Mr.  King,  first  prize,  with  101b.  13oz.  Mr. 
King  and  Mr.  Blyth  made  a  dead  heat  for  the  heaviest 
roach,  each  of  their  largest  fish  being  15|oz.  Other 
members  who  weighed-in  were  Messrs.  Blyth,  51b.  12oz. 
(all  fish)  ;  W.  Roach,  31b.  reach ;  R.  Spencer,  61b.  14oz. 
jack  (one  fith) ;  Wells,  61b.  lOoz.  jack ;  E.  Henson, 
4Ib.  12oz.  roach;  Campbell,  41b,  9oz.  roach;  B.Smith, 
lib.  14oz.  roach;  Arrigonie,  21b.  2oz.  roach;  and  Mr.  E. 
Burden  also  weighed-in  some  roach.  Our  annual  smoking 
concert  will  take  place  at  the  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  on  April  11. — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  March  12,  Mr.  R.  Smith  had  SJlb.  and 
Mr.  Fletcher  12|lb.  of  very  nica  roach.  March  14,  Mr.  F. 
J.  Williams  had  a  splendid  show  of  roach  201b.,  the 
two  largest  lib.  12oz.  and  lib.  7oz. ;  Mr.  Abrahams,  jack. 
— Pelican. 

South  Iiondou  United  Anglers'  Visiting  Iiist.— 

The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
March  27,  at  the  St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Risiag  Sun, 
Prince's-road,  Kennington-cross. — Alf  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — On  March  12  we  were  saved  from  a  blank 
by  W.  Woodford,  who  weighed-in  a  nice  roach  of  12oz.  I 
beg  to  announce  our  grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  which  takes  place  on  Monday, 
March  27.— C.  Tatnall. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stock  well-road,  S.W. — Our  last  match  of  the  season  took 
place  at  Thames  Ditton  on  the  12th.  The  members 
mustered  fairly  well,  and  all  had  fish,  Mr.  Lucis  taking 
first  prize  with  bream  ;  Mr.  Alec  Pain,  second,  with  some 
very  fine  dace.  _  Arrangements  for  a  eea  outing  will  be 
made  next  meeting  night. — Thos.  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Tovsti,  E. — Since  my  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed  fish  :  Mr.  T.  Sandilands,  lOIb.  and 
51b.  of  bream  ;  J.  Grande,  roach  ;  F.  Humphreys,  roach 
and  dace ;  F.  Bates,  roach  and  jack  ;  J.  Friend,  roach  ; 
and  G.  F.  Weaver,  roach  and  chub.— G.  F.  Weaver. 

Snndlal  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  March  5  the  club  prizes 
were  taken  by  Mr.  (^uiltsr,  1st;  Mr.  Alder,  2od;  Mr. 
Lock,  3rd;  Mr.  Harwood,  4th;  Mr.  Parker,  5th;  Mr. 
Holt,  6th.  Private  prizes,  Mr.  Quilt jr,  for  heasrieet  date; 
Mr.  Parker,  heaviest  perch  ;  Mr.  Lock,  heavieat  roacn. 
Result  of  outing  to  Wraybury,  March  12,  for  three 
specimen  prizes,  Mr.  Harwood  took  Mr.  King'd  Cup  with  a 
roach  lib.  2oz,  ;  Mr.  Hare,  2nd,  dace;  Mr.  Holmes,  3rd, 
roach. — C.  E.  Lock. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  dociety,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road, N. — Mr.  Miller  some  nice  chub  from  the 


.  Thames  (three  largest,  41b.  lOJoz.,  31b.  9Jo2.,  and 
31b.  OJoz.) ;  Mr.  Lawrence,  one  of  .31b.  12Joz._  Twelve 
memberB  and  a  friend  fished  for  prizes  at  Shiplake  on 
March  9,  resulting  as  follows:  Mr.  Mason,  jack,  first; 
Mr.  Miller,  ditto,  second  ;  Mr.  George,  chub,  third  ;  Mr. 
Ward,  roach,  fourth.  Three  prizes  not  won.  Mr.  G. 
Silverloek,  on  the  14th  inst.,  chub  from  the  L?a  (largest, 
31b.  12ioz.).— Thos.  F.  Ward. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Black  Dog, 
London-road,  Twickenham. — March  11  was  the  first 
quarterly  meeting,  but  the  phenomenal  density  of  the 
lower  strata  of  the  atmosphere  resulted  in  a  very  Bmall 
meeting.  Mr.  Barrow  reported  taking  91b.  of  nice  roach, 
one  new  member  was  elected,  and  several  good  prizes  were 
offered  for  competition  during  next  season.  —  J.  M. 
Brougham. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford.— Several  members  fished  a  go-where- 
you-please  match  on  March  12,  with  the  following  result : 
Mr.  H.  Fordham,  first,  with  pike  and  bream;  C.  Freak, 
second,  daca;  E.  Skeats,  third,  pike;  C.  Wilderspin, 
fourth,  perch  ;  H.  Colliogs,  fifth,  roach.  Other  members 
were  out,  but  returned  with  blanks. — H.  Ty'LER. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
had  fish :  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Clegg,  roach ;  Mr.  J.  Clayton, 
sen.,  dace.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  Clegg,  roach  and  dace; 
Mr.  G.  Clayton,  roach  ;  Mr.  Allan,  dace.  Several  others 
had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last.  Members  are  requested  to 
show  up  on  Tuesday  next,  so  that  we  can  fix  the  date  for 
future  progress.  Members  in  arrears  are  requested  to 
settle  up  at  their  earliest  convenience. — H.  C. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  N. — Since 
last  Thursday  we  have  had  the  following  fish  weighed-in: 
up  to  the  14th  inst.  :  One  jack,  71b.  12Joz. ;  one  jack, 
41b.  12Joz. ;  one  chub,  3Lb.  9oz.;  takes  of  roach, 
141b.  13oz.,  .31b.  6ioz. ;  and  of  perch,  lib.  13Joz.— M. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B. — 
We  had  a  capital  show  of  fish  on  the  trays,  the  result  of 
last  competition,  Messrs.  W.  Sparrow,  first ;  C.  Pearson, 
second;  A.  J.  Hammond, third  ;  W.  Wray,  fourth  ;  J.  H. 
Risdon,  fifth  ;  J.  Brunker,  sixth  ;  E.  Hammond,  seventh. 
The  other  competitors  were  not  successful  in  securing  a 
prize.  Mr.  C.  Pearson  had  a  nice  41b.  chub  amongst  his 
take. — W.  Wray. 

Westbaurue  Park  Piscatorial  Society.— The 
annual  dinner  of  this  society  takes  place  as  usual  at  their 
headquarters.  The  Pelican  Hotel,  Westbourne  Park,  W., 
on  Tuesday  evening,  March  21,  T.  S.  Franklin,  Esq.,. 
taking  the  chair.  Several  of  the  members  were  cub  for 
the  wind  up  of  the  season.  Mr.  H.  Beech  was  the  bearer 
of  three  jack  from  the  Kennet,  but  those  members  who 
fished  the  Thames  had  but  indifferent  success. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were, 
out  in  strong  muster  on  March  12  for  our  last  match,  but 
sport  was  very  bad,  only  three  prizes  being  taken :  Mr. 
Philips,  first;  Mr.  T.  Miller,  second;  Mr.  Weller,  jun., 
third.  The  rest  of  the  prizes  have  to  Ije  returned  to  the 
funds  again.  Quarterly  meetiog  on  Wednesday  next, 
March  22,  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  year. — R. 
Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Several  members  were  out  for  the  match 
on  March  12.  Mr.  Ramsay  took  first  prize.  Mr.  Cox, 
sen.,  and  Mr.  Weeden  also  took  prizes.  Mr.  Ramsay 
weighed-in  a  perch,  lib.  5oz. ;  Messrs.  Peart,  Coomes, 
Martin,  Hunter,  and  Carter  also  weighed-in.  Members 
are  requested  to  pay  in  their  subscriptions  to  enable  our 
acting  treasurer  to  audit  the  accounts. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — Our  last  match  of  the  season 
proved  another  blank,  Messrs.  Humphrey  and  C.  Crane 
only  having  fish,  but  neither  reaching  the  standard. 
Messrs.  Ecoarius  and  Dodimead  (not  competing)  weighed- 
in,  the  former  roach  and  the  latter  a  specimen  perch. 
The  quarterly  meeting  held  on  the  15th  was  adjourned 
until  next  Wednesday,  when  I  hope  members  will  try  and 
attend.— S.  J.  H. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Vale,  N.— On  March  5  W.  F.  Bastock  had 
roach.  On  the  8th,  W.  E.  Beaumont,  4lb.  9oz.  of  roach, 
March  12,  W.  Butler,  jack,  roach,  and  perch,  winning  Mr. 
F.  Hoy's  prize.  On  the  15ch,  W.  F.  Bastock,  roach.  Will 
secretaries  please  note  our  change  of  headquarters  from 
the  Volunteer,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham,  to  the  above 
hotel,  and  that  our  return  visit  will  take  place  at  the  above 
on  March  ii  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  trusting  we  shall  be 
well  supported. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  2S,  Alexandra-road. — 
The  final  match  for  the  silver  cnp  cime  oS  on  the  club 
water  on  the  11th  inst.  In  the  result  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt, 
the  hon.  treasurer  of  the  society,  was  adjudged  the  winner, 
his  score  being  a  long  way  ahead  of  all  other  competitors. 
His  take  included  a  very  fine  chub,  a  trifle  over  41b.  in 
weight,  taken  on  a  drawn  gut  roach  triangle.  The  follow- 
ing members  carry  off  the  three  additional  money  prizes  : 
Messrs.  H.  Golding,  R.  Howden,  and  P.  J.  Bovie.  The 
annual  dinner  of  the  society  has  been  arranged  for 
Tuesday,  April  11,  at  headquarters.  The  presentation  of 
prizes  will  take  place  the  same  evening.  Further 
particulars  will  be  given  later  on, — Hon.  Sec. 

To  Olde  Clapnam  Rovers'  Angling  Club,  The 
Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — We  had  a  good  muster 
out  on  March  12,  with  very  poor  results,  only  three 
weighing-ia  fith  :  J.  Wyatt,  roach ;  F.  Tay!o.",  sen.,  perch  ; 
and  N.  Linden,  perch.  As  there  are  still  some  prizes  not 
having  been  taken,  we  have  an  outing  on  the  Lea,  from 
Rye  House  to  Ware.  Will  all  members  please  note,  on 
March  26  the  last  outing  this  season  ? — N.  Linden. 
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A  WELL-KKOWN  figure  by  Coloeside  has  passed  away  in 
the  perfon  of  Mr.  H.  Markham  Pike,  of  Old  Burling- 
ton-street. A  member  for  many  years  of  the  True 
Waltonian  Society,  and  lately  of  the  Friendly  Anglers 
also,  he  was  ever  ready  to  aid  with  purse,  advice,  or  other- 
wise, in  the  furtherance  of  all  angliog  sport.  A  graat  gap 
has  been  caused  by  his  sudden  death,  and  his  loss  is  deeply 
mourned  by  troops  of  true  aid  sorrowing  friends.  To 
those  who  frequented  Rickmansivorth  and  its  waters  for 
angling,  his  pleasant  maTiners  and  great  courtesy  will  be 
greatly  misce^. 

 >»»•»<  

Ma.  H.  W.  HiGGiNS,  hon.  secretary  and  hou,  treasurer 
of  the  T.A.P.S.,  has  given  notice  that  all  those  gentlemen 
who  are  desirous  of  being  presant  at  the  Thames  River 
and  Lock  Keepers'  Dinner  must  apply  for  tickets  on  or 
before  March  20. 


_  The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  20, 
at  8  30. 

 >»♦■»<  

On  Wednesday,  March  22,  at  nine  o'clock  p.m.,  Messrs. 
Ward  and  Jones  will  give,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
lantern,  to  the  members  of  the  Bostonian  Angling  Society 
and  their  friends,  an  original  production  of  "  Facts  and 
Fancies."  The  vocal  and  instrumental  mueic  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  A.  Jones.  Commence  at  nine  o'clock. 
Those  who  are  fortunate  enough  t)  obtain  permifsion 
("come  early  if  you  want  a  seat  "is  the  cry)  may  be 
quite  certain  of  an  intellectual  treat. 


"  Dear  '  Dkag,' — On  March  12  I  made  a  bet  with  a 
brother  angler  that  I  would  go  out  in  a  boit  and  catch  a 
fish  that  never  existed.  I  went  out  and  caught  a  crab, 
which  didn't  exist  before  I  caught  it.  Do  I  win  my  bet  ?  " 
[If  a  crab  is  a  "  fish  " — and  you  succeeded  in  catching  it — 
why  did  you  not  bring  it  up  to  the  club  ?  Your  brother 
members  would  have  decided  the  mat';er  for  jou. 
Perhaps  it  was  only  one  of  those  "crabs"  which  Mrs. 
"  Drag  "  catches  when  she  relieves  me  for  a  little  while  at 
the  sculls !] 


The  Lark  Angling  Society,  according  to  the  last 
general  meeting,  is  going  well  and  strong ;  how  could  it  do 
otherwise  under  the  superintendence,  &c.,  of  such  an  able 
and  indefatigable  general  secretary  as  Mr.  William 
Ilowlett  ?  The  bilance-shett  was  brought  before  the 
meeting  on  March  9,  and  the  accounts  for  past  year  gone 
into,  audited,  approved,  and  passed.  There  ara  a  few 
alterations  in  the  committee,  but  the  branch  secretaries 
remain  as  usual.  Mr.  Howlett  spoke  highly  of  the  energy 
the  locil  secretaries  had  thrown  into  the  work.  The  Most 
Noble  the  Marquis  of  Bristol  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
llowle.t  as  president,  and  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Birt., 
vice-president. 



Another  large  perch,  3ilb.,  caught  by  Mr.  A.  Scard 
at"  Holywell,  in  the  Ouse,  near  St.  Ives,  has  been 
forwarded  to  F.  W.  Anstiss  for  preservation.  Mr.  A.  D. 
Hall, (fishing  private  water  in  Kent  last  Saturday,  landed 
a  splendid  perch,  which  weighed  21b.  14oz,  This  fish  has 
also  been  sent  to  Mr.  Anstiss. 


The  Dart  Conservators  recently  came  within  an  ace  of 
losing  much  of  the  valuable  fishing  rights  on  Dartmoor, 
by  a  decision  to  grant  no  free  licenses.  The  tenants  of 
the  Duchy  have  received  free  licenses  as  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  trespass  committed  over  their  lands,  and  it 
seems  that  this  was  an  agreement  made  some  years  ago. 
As  soon  as  the  Duchy  authorities  were  brought  acquainted 
with  this  resolution  they  intimated  that  they  might  take 
the  fishing  into  their  own  hands,  in  which  case  the  water 
above  Dartmeat  (providing  excellent  fishing),  would 
probably  be  closed.  The  conservators,  at  their  last 
meeting,  wisely  decided  to  rescind  the  former  resolution, 
and  anglers,  for  this  season  at  any  rate,  may  have  no  fear 
that  the  enjoyable  fishing  on  Dartmoor  will  be  curtailed. 
 >  »» ♦ <  

"  A  71b.  jack,"  says  Mr.  Stanley  Mead,  "met  with  a 
most  remarkable  death,  in  Marsh  Lock,  on  Friday  last. 
The  fish  was  observed  in  the  lock  by  the  lock-keeper,  and 
soon  after  he  saw  the  fish  strike  at  a  bait.  '  Mr.  Jack ' 
missed  his  mark,  however,  and  his  head  came  into  contact 
with  one  of  the  lock  piles  with  such  violence  that  it  was 
completely  '  done  for.'  The  lock-keeper  lifted  the  fish 
from  the  water,  but  it  was  quite  lifeless.  This  is  an 
instance  of  the  great  force  with  which  a  fair-sized  jack  takes 
his  prey." 


Some  anglers  are  finding  them,  and  are  making  a 
successful  finish  to  the  season.  As  a  case  in  point,  Mr. 
C.  Jirown,  of  the  Brompton  Angling  Society,  enjoyed 
Eome  remarkably  good  pport  on  Wednesday  on  a  p'ece  of 
private  water  in  Bedfordiiliire.  The  water  was  in  splendid 
condition,  and  in  the  course  cf  three  hours'  not  particu- 
larly hard  fishing,  Mr.  Brown  took  'ISJlb.  of  roach  and 
rudd.  The  four  beat  fish  weighed  O.Jlb.  It  happened  to 
be  a  club  meeting  night,  and  on  his  return  he  received  the 
congratulation  of  his  fellow  members  there  assembled, 
wlio  were  exceedingly  jubilant  at  finishing  their  season 
with  such  a  magnificent  show. 


"Councillor  Warino,"  Hays  the  Western  Ne'ws, 
"  delighted  the  Cardiff  Corporation  with  a  learned  and 
humorous  dissertation  on  carp  and  tench  :  how  they  were 
to  be  caught,  cooked,  and  eaten.    His  object  was  to  ihow 


that  it  was  a  mistake  to  put  carp  and  tench  in  the  Roith 
Park  lake,  as  the  parks  committee  proposed,  but  his 
amendment  was  defeated,  and  his  theories  neglected 
He  also  delivered  an  addreis  on  the  Roath  lake  fishing. 
Here  is  the  fag-end  of  a  sentence  ;  '  The  trout  darts  out 
upon  the  unsuspecting  fry  which  comes  within  his 
vicinity.  Would  he  be  driven  to  the  surface  by  the 
militant  tench  and  carp  ?  No.  The  aristocratic  trout 
would  seek  the  seclus'oa  of  the  brooks,  where  he  vyould 
become  the  easy  prey  of  the  ubiquitous  poacher.'  " 


These  municipal  fish  yarns  are  catching,  so  to  speak. 
An  alderman  who  doesn't  know  a  trout  from  a  vegetable 
marrow  points  out  gleefully  the  news  that  a  rare  find,  in 
the  slapa  of  a  moa's  egg,  has  been  made  in  a  mining 
district  in  Central  Otago.  The  only  other  perfect 
specimen  was  unearthed  by  a  man  vihiJe  digging  in  the 
alluvial  soil  at  the  Kaikoura  Mountains  in  the  early  sixties. 
This  egg,  which  was  9in.  in  length  and  7in.  in  breadth, 
has  been  sold  for  100  guineas  in  England.  "  Great 
Scott  1  "  remarked  the  alderman,  when  he  read  this  tons, 
"  Why,  not  long  ago  Beavan  told  us  that  these  eggs  were 
common  at  the  Roath  Park  Lake  !  A  hundred  guineas 
apiece?    We're  losing  revenue  !  " 


Oh  !  those  Twickenhamitea  I  This  is  how  they  explain 
the  cause  of  a  small  attendance  on  account  of  the  fog : 
"The  phenomenal  density  of  the  lower  strata  of  the 
atmosphere  resulted  in  a  very  small  meeting."  I  Aall 
put  "  Daisy  "  on  to  "  Jack."  She  will  put  him  straighter, 
I  guess. 


OUR  F.  G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  36  (New  Series), 


Mr.  FRANK  CLAY 


Is  president  of  the  HoUoway  Angling  Society,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  founders.  He  is  als5  a  member  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  Although  very  fond  of  sea 
fishing — at  which  on  one  occasion  at  Deal  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  fishing  with  him — he  is  an  adept  with  the 
roach  pole.  During  the  last  year  he  has  weighed-in  the 
best  brace  of  trout  (taken  with  the  fly),  best  brace  of 
roach,  best  roach  (2  pounder),  best  tench,  and  best  chub. 
The  best  tackle  that  can  be  procured  is  good  enough  for 
him  to  use.  As  assistant  to  Mr.  Carter,  of  St.  John- 
street  Road,  he  has,  perhaps,  greater  facilities  for  experi- 
menting with  rods,  reels, _  hooks,  &c.,  than  the  average 
angler.  Mr.  F.  Clay  is  one  of  the  best  all-round  men  we 
meet.  A  good  musician,  a  good  fisherman,  a  charming 
companion — what  more  can  be  said  ? 

 >♦♦♦  <  

I  FOUND  the  following  tucked  under  my  bedroom  door 
the  other  morninj.    It  was  from  "  Daisy." 
A  genius  ?    If  I  tell  the  trutli  I  must  be,  I  suppose  ; 
But  I  only  knowa  that  no  one  knows — well — more  than 

what  they  knows. 
I'm  told  I've  imfids— but  cannot  tell  how  people  found  it 
out — 

No  one's  ever  seen  'era  (so  my  dad  says  "there's  a 
doubt"). 

And  re  those  "monstroua  fishes,"  of  which  I  think  you 
spoke ; 

I've  SEEN  'em — yes,  as  plainly  as  a  blind  man  sees  a  joke. 
But  'ii'herc  I've  quite  forgotten;  p'raps  'twas  in  those 

mystic  streams 
We  sometimes  meet  with  "over  thera"  in  the  glorious 

land  of  Dreams. 

 >  <  

My  friend,  "Jack"  Brougham,  the  hon.  secretary  of 
the  recently  formed  Twickenham  Angling  Society,  called 
upon  me  one  day  this  week  to  report  progress.  Wo  had  a 
very  pleasant  chat,  in  the  course  of  which  ho  informed  me 
that  the  society  was  going  well  and  strong,  and  that  they 
hoped  by  the  opening  of  the  next  season  it  would  bo  one 
of  the  biggest  institutions  of  its  kind  on  the  Thames, 
or,  from  what  Mr.  Brougham  told  me — in  strict  con- 
fidence, of  course,  BO,  pray,  do  not  let  it  go  any  farther — 


the  prize  list  is  already  assuming  very  respectable  propor- 
tions.  The  donors  must  certainly  be  congratulated  on  the  ' 
wise  and  thoughtful  discrimination  they  have  exercised  ia 
the  selection  of  their  gifts.  Imprimis,  the  president  has 
given  a  handsome  silver  cup — specially  constructed  for  the 
reception  of  temperance  beverages — which  is  to  be  com- 
peted for  next  season  for  specimen  fish  only.  Another 
member  has  promiied  a  warming-pan.  _  This,  howeyer, 
app;ars  to  be  a  rather  superfluous  article,  because  the 
Twickenhamites  are,  from  what  I  know  of  them,  a  pretty 
"hot  lot,"  and  a  warming-pan  is  abont  the  last  thing  they 
require  to  maintain  the  heat  of  their  piscatorial  enthusiasm. 
A  bible  and  a  case  of  whiskey  are  included  in  the  prize 
list,  so  that,  taken  altogether,  the  "  soles,"  moral  welfare, 
and  spiritual  wants  of  the  club  members  are  well  looked 
after. 


If  they  have  not  yet  made  history,  the  Twickenhamitea 
have  at  least  added  one  more  to  the  wealth  of  fish  stories 
already  in  existence.  It  happened  in  this  wise.  There  ia 
no  need  for  me  to  say  where  the  fortunate  water  was,  but 
like  the  journey  of  Scott's  minstrel — I  refer  to  the  last 
"  gent "  cf  that  ilk — the  way  was  long,  and  involved  a 
pull  of  some  seventeen  miles.  The  b»t  had  no  well,  so 
the  baits  were  placed  in  a  box,  and  towed  at  the  stern. 
On  arriving  at  the  hostelry  which  had  been  selected  as  the 
headquarters  of  the  party,  it  was  too  late  to  fish,  so  the 
box  of  baits  was  deposited  in  a  quiet  corner  of  the  stream, 
and  their  owners  retired  to  the  smoke-room.  In  due 
course  rosy  aurora — this  is  the  classical  expression  for  sun- 
rise, it  has  no  reference  to  the  chambermaid,  as  might  be 
supposed — rose  from  her  couch,  and  the  members,  follow- 
ing her  example,  armed  with  the  panolpy  of  piscine  war, 
sought  the  water  side  and  baits.  But,  alas  !  when  the  box 
was  opened,  eight  dozen  beautiful  dace  had  gone  out  with 
the  Ewigkeit  or  elsewhere,  and  their  place  had  been  taken 
by  nineteen  fine  eels — one  for  each  member  of  the  party. 


This  was  certainly  a  modern  miracle,  the  wonder  of 
which  was  increased  by  the  assurance  given  by  one  of  the 
party,  who  pointed  out  to  his  friends  that  the  eels  must 
have  crept  through  the  gimlet  holes  which  had  been  bored  to 
let  the  water  into  the  bDx,  and  surfeited  themselves  until  it 
was  impossible  for  them  to  get  back.  Strange  to  say,  two  of 
th  ose  T  wickenh  amites  had  a  good  cat  ch  of  jack  that  d  a,y .  They 
explained  that  they  had  taken  them  with  an  artificial  bait, 
but  subsequently  the  landlord  explained  that  the  two  in 
question  had  suffered  from  an  attack  of  somnambulism,  and 
their  walk  had  led  them  to  the  waterside. 

The  grand  "smoker"  of  the  C.A.  takes  place  on 
March  26,  over  which  Mr.  Walter  Emden,  J. P.,  L.C.C, 
will  preside.  Admission  will  be  by  programme  only 
(price  3d.).  So  hurry  up  all  ye  who  would  enter  there. 
(An-dante,  please,  Mr.  Brooker,  D.P.A.S,) 

 >  ♦  *  *  <  

I  HAVE  paid  several  visits  to  the  Royal  Aquarium  since 
the  Fisheries  Exhibition  has  been  opened,  but  am  com- 
pelled to  hold  over  my  impressions  until  March  25. 


Advertisers,  correspondents,  reporters — in  fact,  all 
who  would  like  to  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on 
April  1,  will  oblige  by  forwarding  to  St.  Dunstan's  House 
not  later  than  Wednesday,  March  29  (early  as  possible), 
as,  on  account  of  Good  Friday,  the  paper  will  be  published 
on  Thursday,  March  30,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

 >»♦■»<  

About  noon  on  Wednesday  (March  15)  the  Thames 
between  Blackfriars  and  Westminster  bridges  presented 
an  extraordinary  appearance  in  consequence  of  a  remark- 
ably low  tide.  At  Blackfriars,  so  low  was  the  water  that 
it  was  possible  to  walk  round  the  buttresses  at  either  side, 
and  there  are  only  four.  A  number  of  coal  barges  lying 
almost  in  mid-stream  were  completely  stranded,  while 
along  the  Embankment  the  unusual  sight  of  the  exposure 
of  the  bed  of  the  river,  in  some  cases  to  the  extent  of  many 
yards,  was  witnessed.  At  Waterloo,  on  the  Surrey  side, 
no  fewer  than  three  of  the  buttresses  were  clear  out  of  the 
water,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  river  tugs  drawing  craft 
had  to  proceed  with  the  greatest  caution. 

 >♦»♦  <  

"Truthful  Tommy,"  who  appears  to  have  spent  a 
good  deal  of  his  time  while  running  about  the  cjuntry  in 
philosophising  on  men  and  things,  and  in  collecting  fairy 
tales,  writes  me  a  letter  from  Carlisle  in  which  he  says  : 
' ' '  Dear  Drag,'  has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  how  the  language 
of  our  business,  profession,  or  hobby  creeps  into  our  daily 
conversation  ?  For  instance,  it  is  not  long  ago  since_  your 
worthy  editor,  in  putting  an  end  to  a  controversy  in  the- 
columns  of  the  F.O.,  said  :  '  We  must  now  put  a  check  on 
this  line  of  correspondence.'  When  John  Roberts,  the 
billiard  player,  was  stumped  at  cricket,  and  returned 
disgusted  to  the  pavilion,  he  replied  to  the  question, 
'How  were  you  out,  John?'  by  the  remark, '(3h  !  the 
marker  said  I  was  out  of  baulk.'  Instances  like  these 
might  be  multiplied  ad  infinitum,  but  one  of  the  funniest 
I  have  met  with  is  the  fo'lowii  g : 


"  '  A  WELL  -KNOWN  M.F.H.  was  showing  a  friend  round 
the  hunt  kennels,  and  eomehow  the  conversation  turned 
upon  nightingales  and  their  song.  This  led  to  an 
argument  as  to  whether  the  sweet  singer  was  of  the  njale 
or  female  persuaaion.  They  could  not  agree  on  the  point, 
so  it  was  referred  to  the  huntsman  who  accompanied  them 
on  their  ramble.  'William,'  said  the  master,  '  is  it  the 
male  or  female  nightingale  that  sings  ?  '  '  Well,  fir,'  was 
the  reply,  '  I  don't  rightly  know,  but  I  have  always  been 
given  to  understand  that  is  the  dawg  bird.'  Surely  this 
huntsman  was  the  first  cousin  of  the  wortlay  who  at  the  end 
of  the  season  said  disgustedly  :  '  Of  course,  there  •ain't  no 
gcent,'.becau8e  of  them  stinkin'  violets.'  "  Dragnet. 
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i^otes  from  ti)e  Bottf). 


The  Ddke  of  Yohk  is  to  be  on  the  Birkhall  and  Balmoral 
reaches  this  week  for  three  weeks  spring  salmon  angling. 
He  is  to  put  up  at  Birkhall,  the  favourite  autumn  residence 
of  the  Duchess  of  Albany,  instead  of  Balmoral  Mains, 
where  he  will  be  within  easier  reach  of  the  lower  pooh. 


Many  lessees  have  left  for  the  south  on  account  of  the 
slackness  of  sport.  Mr.  Perry,  who  reuts  the  Drum  mid- 
section, was  only  north  a  few  days.  He  fortunately  hit 
the  lucky  moment  at  the  opening,  when  he  ki^ ed  three  fish. 
He  has  not  missed  much  since  then. 


Mrs.  Bruickman  is  angling  the  Glentana  reaches  of  the 
Dee  along  with  her  husband.  Colonel  Bruickman,  and  last 
week  had  her  "first  blood,"  a  beauty  of  SJ'b.  Miss 
Fortescue  on  the  Kingcaussie  section  had  two  on  the  same 
day  of  81b.  and  8ilb.   

The  first  fish  of  the  season  on  the  upper  Dee  waters  was 
got  on  Thursday,  the  9th  March,  by  the  lessee,  Mr.  H.  L. 
Craik,  who  rents  the  Invercauld  private  waters  near 
Braemar.  Owing  to  the  protracted  drought,  it  will  be 
some  weeks  yet  before  sport  may  be  expected  to  be  rife  in 
these  far  inland  parts,  lut  when  it  does  come  records  are 
the  order  of  the  day.  

The  March  Browns  were  out  in  considerable  force  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  and  fish  rising  freely  to  them. 
While  angling  for  finnock  on  the  Cults,  Dee  water,  we  had 
three  brown  trout  on  Saturday  in  very  forward  condition 
for  so  early  in  the  spring. 

The  "  slump  "  in  the  salmon  supply  still  continues,  and 
the  wail  of  the  netters  more  grievous  than  ever.  Only  one 
fish  was  got  from  a  mile  of  nets  on  the  Aberdeenshire 
coast  one  day  last  week.  _____ 

On  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee  an  occasional ' '  drappit ' ' 
fish  is  being  got  by  the  few  anglers  caring  to  try.  A 
"drappit"  fish  is  an  odd,  or  single  fish  swimming  by 
itself  apart  from  a  shoal,  and  the  phrase  is  used  in  the 
north  to  indicate  the  poverty  of  sport. 


The  larger  patterns  of  salmon  flies  so  much  in  vogue  in 
the  opening  days  of  the  season  have  now  given  place  to 
very  normal  sizes,  and  Ijin.  and  such  like  are  now  the 
order  of  the  day.   

The  Don  Fishery  Board,  together  with  the  angling 
lessees  and  proprietors,  have  raised,  since  last  autumn,  a 
fund  of  £.3000  for  the  double  purpose  of  opposing  the 
Corporation  Bill  and  raising  an  action  in  the  court  of 
session  to  compel  the  Messrs.  Pirie,  of  Waterton  paper 
works  fame,  to  take  such  measures  which  will  result  in 
their  taking  a  much  less  supply  of  water  from  the  Don 
than  they  do  at  present ;  and  more  money  will  be  forth- 
coming if  needed.   

I      The  live  seal  recently  caught  in  the  salmon  nets  at 
i    Portgordon,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Spey,  has  been  sent,  by 
the  Dnke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  to  the  London  Zoo. 

A  severe  anowstorm  was  experienced  in  Inverness  and 
the  North  on  Thursday  night  last.  There  was  much 
drifting,  and  Ben  Nevis  Observatory  was  quite  buried  in 
snow.  A  heavy  gale  accompanied  the  storm,  the  velocity 
of  which  was  reckoned  at  forty  and  sometimes  sixty  miles 
an  hour.    No  wonder,  though  sport  be  slack. 


A  crew  of  MuU  fishermen  tried  an  experiment  the  other 
night.  They  put  out  their  lines  as  usual,  but  also  ran  out 
thirty  fathoms  of  net.  The  latter  engine  scooped  out 
sixty  odd  codfish,  while  the  time-honoured  bait  only  held 
three.   


I      Mr.  A,  C.  Pirie  recently  purchased  the  estate  of 

'  Danecht  from  the  Karl  of  Crawford  and  Balcarres,  and 
has  now  entered  Into  possession.  The  magnificent  mansion 
house  and  grounds,  together  with  the  beautiful  chapel,  are 

I    not  equalled  in  the  north  of  Scotland.    The  house  alone  is 

!   originally  said  to  have  cost  £140,000. 

The  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  .abortive 
scheme  to  promote  an  international  fisheries  exhibition 
at  Aberdeen  in  WJ'J  amount  to  £370.  It  was  at  first 
thought  that  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Town  Council 
would  at  once  see  the  propriety  of  wiping  this  off  by  a 
vote  from  the  common  good.  They  are  now  "haggling" 
over  a  subscription  of  £100.  This  is  somewhat  rough  on 
the  ex-Lord  Provost  and  City  Fathers,  who  were  ee  officio 
the  prime  promoters  ;  and  it  is  anything  but  handsome  to 
make  private  individuals  "  stump  up  "  in  such  a  case,  and 
vet  spend  twice  the  amount  in  fighting  the  Don  Fishery 
Board  over  a  question  of  pollution.     Special  Scotch. 

>  A  PRSTTr  Child,  tf^ompanled  by  her  mother,  entered  a  third- 
f  clam  ':'<mp»rtmen(  »f  Wesimfnsfer  Bridge  Station  the  other  day, 
,  All  KyitH  were  tomed  upon  her.  She  was  poorly  dresBcd,  but 
I  wotidroniily  pretty.  Althoaffh,  as  afterwards  transpired,  a  town- 
'   bre'l  obild.  the  /?iow  of  heaith  wan  in  her  'tlieeks.    And,  after  all, 

the  basiii  of  beauty  in  health.  Some  passenger  complimented  the 
•    mother  on  the  appearanr^  of  the  child.    The  woman's  reply  w»» 

Instnietive.  ••  Well,  yon  see,  ma'am,  I  believe  in  looking:  after 
I  the  health  of  my  ehlldren,  and  then  I  (Ind  their  looics  ean  take 
'   eare  of  themseWes    I  keep  Ifolloway  .s  Pills  and  Ointment  always 

I In  the  h'/nse,  and  neither  I  nor  my  children  liave  o^er  wanted  any 
'rther  medicine  ' 


provincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
March  9,  at  the  headquarters,  and  was  one  of  the  best 
attended  meetings  the  association  has  ever  held,  as  near 
upon  150  delegates  were  present.  Mr.  Coles  occupied  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  pi-evious  general  meeting,  held  on 
Dec.  8,  were  read  and  adopted  ;  after  which  the  minutes 
of  the  committee  meeting,  held  on  Jan.  5,  together  with 
the  balance-sheet  and  auditor's  report  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  30  last,  was  taken.  The  report  went  to  show  that 
the  association  was  in  a  sounder  financial  position  than 
ever  it  had  been  since  its  formation.  All  liabilities  had 
been  disbursed,  and  a  splendid  balance  remained  to  the 
credit  of  the  association.  The  minutes  and  report  were 
received  and  adopted.  AU  new  clubs  passed  by  the  com- 
mittee were  admitted  by  the  delegates,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales  Club,  which  application  was 
referred  back  to  the  committee.  The  minutes  of  meeting 
held  Jan.  12,  which  applied  to  the  election  of  the  new 
committee,  were  adopted.  The  minutes  of  committee 
meetings,  held  Feb.  2  and  March  2,  were  read  and  adopted, 
with  the  exception  of  the  minute  dealing  with  the  renting 
of  the  river  Avon  at  DefEord.  This  matter  was  con- 
sidered, but  as  Lord  Coventry  refused  to  take  the  letting 
of  the  water  out  of  one  of  his  old  tenant's  hands,  the 
matter  was  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  them  to 
again  go  into  the  matter.  The  testimonial  to  Mr.  W. 
Pearson,  the  Midland  Railway  Manager  in  Birmingham, 
who  is  retiring  after  thirty-five  years  service,  was  con- 
sidered, when  it  was  decided  to  subscribe  the  maximum 
donation  as  mentioned  in  the  circular,  namely,  two 
guineas,  to  the  fund,  and  the  delegates  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  P. A. A.  should  do  likewise.  Mr.  C. 
White,  the  general  secretary,  gave  in  his  report  re  the 
Trades  Exhibition,  to  be  opened  at  Bingley  Hall  on 
Monday  next.  He  stated  that  Mr.  G.  Stanley  had  offered 
£20  as  prizes  for  specimen  fish,  and  to  pay  the  whole 
of  the  expenses  of  printing,  postage,  &c.  Mr.  White  had 
accepted  the  offer  for  the  members  of  the  association, 
and  had  been  successful  in  getting  a  number  of  the  clubs 
and  private  gentlemen  to  forward  their  collections. 
Altogether  some  140  cases  of  fish  will  be  on  view,  and 
several  rare  specimens  of  sea  fish.  Tickets,  at  about  half 
price,  will  be  issued  to  clubs,  and  all  the  members  and 
clubs  wUl  be  allowed  a  free  pass.  A  grand  array  of  fish 
will  be  got  together,  which  will  do  credit  to  our  association, 
and  also  be  the  means  of  getting  the  members  to  have  their 
best  fish  preserved  in  the  future.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Mr.  White  for  his  services.  The  twelfth  annual 
Birmingham  Association  dinner  took  place  on  Saturday 
evening  last  at  the  Metropole  Restaurant,  High-street, 
Birmingham.  It  turned  out  a  thorough  success,  as  near 
upon  150  delegates  sat  down  to  the  dinner,  which  was 
placed  upon  the  table  in  excellent  style.  AftJer  the  cloth 
was  drawa  the  usual  loyal  toast  was  submitted,  after 
which  the  toast  of  the  associations  was  given  by  the 
chairman,  Mr.  T.  Coles.  This  was  followed  with  songs, 
after  which  the  toast  of  the  railway  companies  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  C.  White.  This  was  replied  to  by  Messrs. 
Pearson  and  Goldborough,  of  the  Midland  Company,  and 
Mr.  A.  Entwistle,  of  the  L.N.W.R.  Company.  Af  ter  the 
toast  had  been  disposed  of,  some  excellent  songs  were 
rendered  by  the  special  arfisfe.s  engaged,  which  made  the 
latter  portion  of  the  evening  enjoyable.  Some  of  our 
members  have  been  very  busy  with  the  pike,  and  making 
up  for  lost  time  through  the  bad  weather.  Several  up  to 
141b.  have  been  taken  by  the  members  of  the  Midland 
Piscatorial  Society  from  the  river  Trent,  at  Alrewas.  The 
Large  Lamp  Society  fished  a  contest  at  Rugeley  on  Sunday 
last.  The  first  three  winners  are  in  the  order  named  : 
W.  Hooper,  J.  Williams,  and  E.  Humpage.  The  Cole's 
testimonial  fund  will  close  on  Thursday,  March  23,  and 
the  presentation  will  be  made  at  Kidderminster  on 
Saturday,  March  25.  The  half-yearly  subscription  of  2d. 
per  member  is  now  due  to  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  concluding  week  of  the  season,  so  far  as  coarse  fish- 
ing is  concerned,  has  been  productive  of  wonderfully  good 
sport  in  the  Fen  district,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
anglers  were  ever  favoured  with  a  better  time  at  this 
period  of  the  year.  On  all  the  pike  streams  fishermen 
have  been  getting  some  splendid  fish,  and  a  record  one 
(at  any  rate  forthis  season),  a  22-pounder,  is  mentioned 
from  the  Tattershall  district  of  the  Witham.  Five  and 
six  brace  of  pike  per  rod  in  a  single  day  has  been  no  un- 
common experience,  and  several  of  the  fish  have  run  up  to 
101b.  apiece.  In  the  Bardney  district  some  remarkably 
big  specimens  have  been  seen,  and  one  estimated  at  nearly 
201b.  was  lost  on  Monday,  after  a  fine  show  of  sport.  On 
the  Forty-foot  subscribers  have  done  equally  as  well,  but 
the  fish  have  not  ran  to  such  a  large  size.  Roach  are  now 
assembling  in  the  side  drains,  prior  to  the  spawning  season, 
bat  those  following  this  class  of  angling  have  been  very 
successful. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  in  this  district  during  the  last  few  days  of 
the  coarse  fish  season  was  simply  splendid  for  the  time  of 
year,  much  to  the  delight  of  our  local  anglers,  who 
mustered  out  in  considerable  force  ;  but,  if  anything,  it 
was  really  too  bright  for  successful  operations  amongst 
roach,  yet,  the  river  Hull  being  in  very  fair  condition, 
favoured  them.  Some  nice  baskets  of  fish  were  had  in  the 
Wansford,  Brigham,  and  Swing  Bridge  stretches  with  both 
paste  and  pearl  barley,  several  of  the  fish  scaling  from  lib. 


to  lib.  74oz.  each.  Some  very  good  perch  were  also  taken, 
with  the  aid  of  worm,  at  the  beck-ends,  going  from 
8oz.  to  about  lib.  each.  The  upper  stretches  are  in  first- 
class  condition  for  trout  fishing,  either  with  fly  or  minnow, 
and  several  good  fish  have  been  on  the  rise  in  varic us  parts 
of  the  river  duriog  the  past  week.  The  lower  waters  are 
also  in  very  fair  condition  below  Beverley  Beck  for 
worm  fibbing  ;  and  as  the  flounders  and  eels  are 
well  on  the  run,  no  doult  some  good  takes  of  these  fish 
will  soon  be  reported.  The  trout  licences  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
distributors  in  the  various  districts,  and  can  be  obtained  on 
application.  The  Is.  licence,  being  a  rod  licence,  is 
available  on  all  waters  in  the  Yorkshire  fishery  district 
where  the  holder  thereof  has  otherwise  permission  to  fish. 
The  havens  and  drains  on  both  sides  the  river  Hnmber  are 
all  more  or  lets  in  first  class  condition  for  flounders  and 
eels  during  tide  time.  Salmon  are  reported  to  be  making 
up  the  Humber.  At  the  last  council  meeting  of  the  Hull 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  steps  were  taken  and  a 
committee  appointed  relative  to  the  re-etocking  of  the 
Burstwick  Drain,  at  Hedon,  with  mature  flounders,  and  as 
these  tish  are  a  great  acquisition  to  our  local  anglers 
during  the  fence  season,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
they  will  be  successful  in  their  efforts  to  keep 
the  stock  up,  for  a  flounder  is  one  of  the 
most  prolific  of  Epawners,  and,  when  once  introduced, 
multiply  tremendously  in  most  streams,  and  will  also  grow 
to  a  large  size  in  suitable  ponds.  The  Old  Sculcoates 
Angling  Society  held  their  annual  dirmer  and  prize 
presentation  at  headquarters  the  other  evening,  when 
amongst  the  aggregate  prizes  Mr.  W.  Peacock  was  the 
recipient  of  the  society's  gold  medal  for  most  points 
during  the  past  season,  Messrs.  H.  Rudd,  T.  Mnir,  and 
W.  I.  Cox  receiving  suitable  prizes  for  the  next  three 
places  on  the  list.  Mr.  J.  Goring  received  a  prize  for  the 
heaviest  bream,  and  the  secretary,  Mr.  E.  Clegg,  was 
presented  with  a  handsome  testimonial  for  services 
rendered  to  the  society  during  his  term  of  office.  At  the 
annual  prize  presentation  for  specimen  fish  of  the  Hull 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  in  the  roach  class 
Mr.  T.  Barber  took  the  first  prize,  Mr.  H.  Woollock 
second,  and  Mr.  S.  Conyers  third;  bream,  Mr.  W. 
Dodsworth,  with  one  from  the  river  Hull  that  scaled 
61b.  Ojoz. ;  perch,  Mr.  J.  W.  Thirsk ;  and  dace,  Messrs. 
R.  Clark,  8.  Grayson,  and  S.  Hollo  way,  with  fish  scaling 
ll|oz.,  9ioz.,  and  7oz.  respectively.  The  Victoria  Angling 
Society  will  hold  their  annual  .smoking  concert  at  the 
White  Horse  Hotel,  in  Carr-lane,  on  Monday  evening. 
This  society  will  open  their  season  in  an  open  match  on 
the  river  Hull  at  Dunswell  on  April  29th. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

An  amusing  statement  was  made  by  one  of  the  members 
of  the  West  Cumberland  Fishery  Board  on  Thursday. 
Speaking  of  the  mischief  done  by  eels,  he  said  that  on  a 
recent  occasion  he  found  an  eel  killing  a  salmon,  a  grilse 
of  about  71b.  weight.  He  heard  a  great  disturbance  in 
the  water,  and  on  looking  over  the  bank  saw  the  eel  and 
salmon  struggling  together.  The  eel  had  got  hold  of  the 
salmon  in  a  pool.  Not  having  anything  to  kill  the  eel 
with,  he  proceeded  to  get  his  gun  ;  but  on  his  return  found 
the  eel  had  managed  to  kill  the  salmon,  and  had  dis- 
appeared. This  was  a  pity,  for  it  would  have  been  inte- 
resting to  learn  how  one  of  the  combatants  could  have 
been  disposed  of  by  a  gun  to  the  advantage  of  the  other. 
On  the  salmon  being  taken  from  the  water  it  was 
found  to  have  received  a  large  wound  behind  the  gills, 
and  had  bled  to  death.  Another  interesting  statement  at 
the  same  meeting  was  to  the  effect  that  there  was  some- 
thing like  20,000  to  23,000  young  trout  in  the  hatchery  at 
Calderbridge  which  were  ready  for  turning  out.  It  was 
resolved  to  distribute  these  in  the  Bootle  rivers,  Ehen, 
Bleng,  Mite,  Pow,  Beck,  and  tributaries  of  the  Esk. 
With  an  improvement  in  the  weather,  there  has  been  a 
larger  turn  out  of  anglers  during  the  past  few  days,  whcse 
sport  has  been  of  a  varying  order.  Opinions  differ  as  to 
the  condition  of  fish,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there 
is  room  for  improvement  in  this  respect.  Many  of  the 
trout  already  taken  have  been  poor  in  colour  and  thia, 
although  Mr.  G.  Bland  had  at  least  one  good  fish  of  about 
|lb.  from  the  Kent.  Wednesday  was  a  beautifully  fine 
day,  and  top  feed  is  becoming  more  plentiful. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Tyldesley  and  District  Angling  Association  wound 
up  on  the  11th  with  a  match  in  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
at  Attley.  The  sport  was  not  exciting,  but  they  succeeded 
in  awarding  all  their  prizes  as  follows :  First,  Mr.  J. 
Roach;  second,  Mr.  J.  Howarth ;  third,  Mr.  C.  Wood. 
The  Urmston  Angling  Society  have  been  doin^;  some 
stocking,  neither  trouble  nor  expense  being  spared  to  put 
their  private  waters  into  good  fishing  trim.  "The  last  con- 
signments of  fish  were  very  fine.  The  Barton  Angling 
Society  have  received  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  no 
less  than  five  consignments  of  stock  fish,  all  of  which  have 
safely  arrived  and  turned  into  their  new  home.  The  last 
lot  arrived  on  Saturday,  the  11th,  from  Mr.  Ford,  Caistor, 
and  were  reported  in  excellent  condition.  Mr.  G.  Shaw, 
one  of  the  members,  took  from  the  same  waters  a  chub  vt 
lib.  14oz.  The  St.  Helens  Anglers  held  their  fifth 
annual  meeting  on  the  9th  at  headquarters,  Mr.  WeUs 
presiding.  The  whole  of  the  members  were  re-elected, 
as  per  rule,  and  the  ext  cutlve  were  also  re-elected  en  bloc. 
June  22  is  the  date  fixed  for  the  first  outing  tj  Cheshire. 
Mr.  Cox,  Liverpool,  offers  ii  splendid  prize  for  this  evtnt, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  list.  The  champion  medal  for  the 
season  was  won  by  Mr.  Cox,  his  average  for  the  season 
being  considered  the  best.  The  aggregate  prizes  weie 
taken  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Greer,  first,  and  Mr.  G  ScjU, 
second.  The  annual  tea  was  fixed  lor  April  (i ;  ladies  ana 
friends  to  be  invited.  The  Luiie  and  tributaries  am 
reported  as  in  fair  order.  Dating  the  netting  <  p^iatious 
fifty-six  pike  were  killed,  the  two  heaviest  we  ghiug  al  out 
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FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

OI.EN'I.YON,  FEBTHSHIBE. 

8J  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  21  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 

This  new  First-class  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the"  Famous  Pass  of  Glcnlyon  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmoa  flshlng  on  the  River 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  15.  Trout  Ashing /ree.  Posting. 
Post  and  Telegraph  OfBce  two  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  MacPHAIL,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  FISHING 


For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY.  Killin  Hotel. 
FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOGH  NESS. 

Re-demraled  and  most  Comfortablii  'Re-furnished 
throughout.    Electric  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifally  situated, 
OTerlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  tree 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Eiver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraliue.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor 

Good  Spring  Salmon  Fishing. 

BOATS  TO  LET  ON  LOCH  TAY. 

Visitors  Fisliing  on    River  Lyon  Free. 

Apply  W.  Knight,  Hotel,  Kenmore, 
Perthshire. 


SPRING  SEA  TROUT 
FISHING. 

Under  the  Distinguished  Patronage  of  the 
Croivn  Prince  of  Siani,  ^c,  and  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 


YTHAN,  reckoned  one  of  the  best  sea  trout 
rivers  in  Scotland,  live  minutes'  walk 
from  hotel,  fished  from  bank  and  boat ;  ex- 
perienced gillies  ;  tariff  moderate ;  fine  golf 
course  In  close  proximity ;  accommodation 
limited;  communicate  early.    Particulars  from 

3.  RITCHIE,  Proprietor. 

Telegrams ;  "  Ritchie, Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire." 

(LOOH  TAY), 

OLEN  DOCHABT,  PERTHSHIRE. 

BEATTTIFULLT  SITUATED  on  the  banks  of  the 
River  Dochart,  surrounded  by  wild,  picturesque, 
and  romantic  scenery  ;  Bix  iniles  from  the  head 
of  Loch  Tay,  and  one  mile  from  Luib  Station  on  the 
Callander  and  Oban  Railway.  Five  miles  of  pood 
Salmon  and  Trout  fishing  on  the  River  Dochart  Loch 
Dochart  and  Loch  Nubhair  free  to  visitors  stayinff  at 
the  Hotel.  Boat*  free.  Every  Home  Comfort,  com- 
bined with  moderate  charged.  Parties  Boarded.  Golf 
Coarse.  Postlnjir  In  all  branches.  Post  and  Telegraph, 
LulbSUtion      TlONALD  McNATTOHTON.  Prot>Hetor. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL,— Superb  and  extensive  addi- 
tions since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
8ALM0  FEROX  Fishinf?  on  Loch  Awe.  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  .Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Flwhlnpr  Grounds.  Magnificent  views  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMALLT  HOTEL,  GLENORCHT.  under  the  same 
management.  —  Ouests  have  nine  mllea  PRKB 
SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHY.    Parties  wiring  to  ascor- 
In  ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  FRASER.  Proprietor. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  Angler's  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Feroi. 
Fishing  on  Lochs  Shin,  Srian,  Uerkland, 
and  Qonn.  Mso  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  (billies.    Posting,  Ac. 

DUNOAN  MAOKAY 
Total  (SMon  IR96,  sixty  days'  IlihlnK  for  onk 
rod  ''WR  flub  weighlne  n251h 
Ijiist  HfitiHOn'c  citfli  ovnr  10,0  00  IIkIi. 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS 
SCOTLAND. 

"gSKDALB  TEMPEEANCE  HOTEL, 
Langliolm,  twenty  miles  from  Car- 
HhIo,  iH  the  most  conveniont  placo  to  fish 
the  "  Border  Esk  "  and  its  tributaries. — 
W.  DoirrjLAS,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

,  ^HIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beantifuUy  situated 
'  In  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy's  country,  Qlengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Olan  Gregor  beinj: 
u  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine 
■.3ch  Ohon,  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  loais  and  experienced 
loatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and 
Trosaachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnald,  oi 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Troisachi  and  Loch  Katrine  iteamer,  there  being  a  foil  service  of  ooache*  V' 
'■teamen  by  these  routes  daring  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONAI.D  PE^OTTSOV.  Proprietor. 


ROSAPENNA  HOTEL,  CARRIGART  (Co.  DONEGAL).  • 

THIS  Hotel,  built  in  1892  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim,  is  situated  on  the  EossguU  Peninsula, 
midway  between  Sheephavon  and  Mulroy  Bay.  Tourists  and  Anglers  will  find  supenor 
accommodation  at  the  above  Hotel.  It  contains  over  sixty  bedrooms,  spacious  billiard,  drawing,  and 
public  rooms.  Salmon  fishing  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagh  Bjvers,  is 
free  to  Hotel  visitors  from  Feb.  l-'j  to  end  of  July.  Salmon  licences  can  be  had  at  the  Hotel.  J  ree 
access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate  for  white  and  brown  trout  fishing.  No 
charge  for  boats.  Excellent  sea  bathing.  Golf  links,  eighteen  holes  in  a  circuit  of  3i  miles,  encircle 
the  Hotel.   For  terms  and  further  information  apply  to  the  Manager.  


FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Commencing  :  Salmon,  February  ;  Trout,  March. 

GENTLEMEN  staying  at  the  FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL. 
SOUTH  WALES,  have  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Teifi  for  Salmon 
and  Trout  (large)  fishing,  strictly  reserved.  Also  about  ten  miles  of  other  trout 
fishing  can  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood.  Splendid  scenery.  Fourteen  miles  from  the 
sea.    Vide,  "  Across  England  in  a  Dogcart,"  pp.  280.      A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Splendid  trout  fishing  in  the  lake  and  rivers;  fish  average 
fib.,  and  give  grand  sport.  Easy  of  access.  Every  comfort 
and  luxury  provided  in  the  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady 
boatmen.  Splendid  cycle  track  (twelve  miles).  Bracing 
climate,  and  magnificent  scenery.  Season  begins  on 
March  1.  First-class  Grouse  Moors  and  Rough  Shootings 
to  Let.    Railway  station,  Llanfyllin. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address :  "LUKE  YYRMY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY." 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULIIN. 

FREE  SALMON,  OHAB,  TBOUT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING.— Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
A.nglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  theltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  icenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Onllin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Oonn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  trout  fishing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modem  system.  Terms — 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £3  10s. 
per  week.  Subscriber  begs  to  announce  that  he 
has  now  secured  the  Bight  of  2000  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par- 
ticulars apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Hbalt,  The 
Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foiford,  co.  Mayo 
Ireland. 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

KIIjIiAIjOSI.  IBELAND. 
I/TOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

iXL  QrllBe,  and  Trout  Fishing  In  free  and  preserved 
aters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station;  also  as  to 
ccomraodatlon  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
fiver.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  S.  J.  HURLEY,  Killaloe 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B. —The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May.  when  the  blfr 
rr\\it  are  about  In  thousands 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 
The  Mague,  Oomogne,  Morning  Star  and  Laby, 
Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TWENTY  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
fl^hinR  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers. 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coar.'ie  flsh — Pike, 
Roach,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM  HOTEL, 
which  Ifl  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and  beet  laid  out  In 
he  country,  with  sanitary  arrangements  perfect,  is 
built  on  the  Masrue,  and  stands  central  to  all  the  others 
viz.,  ComoKue  (lialf  mile),  Morning  Star  (four  miles) 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile).  Lough 
Our  (five  miles).  Oars  are  supplied  at  the  hotel  ai 
special  low  rates.  Boats  Free.  Tariff  very  moderate. 
 T.  D.  Mt;CARTHY.  Proprietor 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FEEE  SALMON,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Ohar 
FISHING  on  four  Loughs— Conn,  Oullen, 
Derrymannln,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week; 
and  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£3  !>».  each  per  week ;  that  includes  boatmen's 
luncheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men.— Apply  to  the  proprietor,  T.  0'  akkk. 


MERCERS'  HOTEL, 

KILREA,  Co.  DERRY. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

MOOICUN  House,  rofurnishort  and  deconitod. 
A]>pulntinouls,  uccomniodation,  cuisine 
unexcelled.  Baths  ;  Billiards ;  Suites  of  Booms. 
Vehicles ;  boats.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in  opera- 
tion. An^IerH' board  and  llsliing  leowe,  lis.  per 
day. 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX 

local  Headquarters  of  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  now  under  entirely  new 
Management,  can  offer  high  class  accommo- 
dation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen  visiting 
Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Oommercial  purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD 

(Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Proprietor. 
Boats  and  men  engaged  on  receipt  of  wire  or  lettei . 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near    Kingsbridge,    Southi  Dewon. 

OVERLOOKING  the  English  Channel,  '20  yards 
from  the  beach,  bracing  climate,  golf, 
fishing,  tennis,  billiards,  dark  room  for 
photography.  Toreross  Ley  abounds  with  pike, 
perch,  roach,  and  rudd;  no  close  season;  no 
charge  to  visitors  for  bo^ts  on  the  Ley;  good  sea 
fishing;  excellent  bathing;  five  coaclie.s  leave  the 
hotel  daily.    Boarders.  8b.  6d.  day. 

W.  VICKEET,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  OBOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.  W.  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  Golf  I>inks,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  Lake 
and  River  (Jrygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Biuiorgan ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  mc  nths. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on 
request.  T.  J.  COTTBELL,  Proprietor. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

/^VER  twenty  iniles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


THE  STOKESAY  CASTLE  HOTEL, 

CBAVEIT  AKOSS, 

SOTJTH  SIirtOPSHIRK 
(Midway  between  Church  Stretton  and  Ludlow.) 

EXCELLENT  TBOUT  and  GHAYLINQ 
FISHING  on  a  mile  of  the  Eiver  Onny 
for  vIsitorB  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Lovely  scenery; 
beautiful  valleys;  charming  walks  and  drives. 
Suites  of  rooms  by  the  day,  week,  or  month. 
OycUsts'  Union  headquarters.  Capital  railway 
centre.  Selected  stock  of  wines  and  spirits. 
Every  comfort  guaranteed.  Posting  in  all 
branches.  B.  HABTSHOBN,  Proprietor. 


The  CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL. 

Dulverton  Station  (Q.W.B.). 


U'lVE  MILES  of  TROUT  FISHING 
is  reserved  by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvoi  fres 
TO  VISITORS  at  the  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 
Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the  country. 
Billiards ;  hunters  and  harness  horses.  Tele- 
grams—"  Nelher,  Dulverton  Station." 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

rpWENTY  MILES  of  FEEE  FISHING  on  the 
JL  private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
d.nd  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Oart 
to  hotal  guests  only.  Bivers  recently  re-stocked. 
Moderate  inclusive  tariff. 

B.  POETMAN  MABSHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


GOOD  FREE 

PIKE  and  GENERAL  FISHING 

EVEEY  ACCOMMODATION.  HOME  COM- 
FOBTS.  Baits  and  all  requirements.  Punts  free 
to  visitors.  Moderate  charges.  Wire  or  write ; 

FERRYBOAT  INN, 

HOLYWELL  FEEEY,  HUNTS. 


ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

Llandrindod  Wells. 

Fully  Licensed. 
(Ninety  minutes  from  SHREWSBURT.) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  FREE 

FOE  HOTEL  VISITOBS. 
Electric  Light  by  own  installation. 
MODEEATE  Tariff. 


PLOUGH  HOTEL, 

Longparish,  near  Wliitcliurcli,  Hants., 

AFFOEDS  excellent  accommodation  to  those 
fishing  the  Test.  The  hotel  is  situate  in- 
one  of  the  prettiest  villages  in  the  county,  close  to 
church,  railway,  post  and  telegraph  olSce,  and 
has  been  refurnished  and  redec  rated.  Excellent 
cuisine.    Traps  meet  all  trains. 

Mrs.  HABDING.  Proprietress. 


THAMES  TROUTING. 

St.  John's  Bridge, 
LECHLADE,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Four  miles  strictly  preserved. 
DANIEL  BOWYER,  The  TROUT  INN. 
Comfort  ;  moderate  charges. 
G.W.E.  Station  1  mile. 


GOOD  TROUTING 

Gloucestershire  Coin. 

Mrs.  E.  WOODMAN,  SWAN  HOTB 
BIBURY. 

Comfort  ;   moderate  charges  ;  bracing 

picturesque  ;  high  references. 
Season  from  April    lat.      Gr.W.R.  and 
S.W.  Midland. 


I 


30  Miles  Preserved  TROUT  FISHING 

Free  to  the  guests  of  the  HOTEL  DES 
ARDENNES,  Diekiroh  (Luxembourg). 
Opening  day  April  1. 

For  all  particulars  about  hotel  and  fish- 
ing write  for  the  illustrated  prospectus, 
sent  post  free.  Inclusive  pension  terms 
4s.  2d.  a  day.       Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 


ROYAL  AJAX  CYCLES. 

ON  Monthly  Pay- 
MENTa  Immense  stock 
Ladies'  and  Gents'.  New 
and  second-liand.  Won- 
derful bariialnH.  Car- 
rlage  paid.  Eafsy  pay- 
ments, from  lOts. 
monthly,  or  large  ca*<h 
disooant.  One  year  i 
Kuarantee.  Jlluntratcft  Price  LUta  Post  Free  on  Appii<'<i- 
tion.  Olfl  blcyclcM  exchanged.-  The  British  cvi  lE 
MFC.  Co.,  4.'.,  Everton  Road,  Liverpool. 
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61b.  each.  There  is  a  satisfactory  decrease  in  the  size  of  same. 
The  Warrington  Auglera'  Association  continues  to  prosper. 
This  time  progress  is  reported  with  the  acquisition  of 
additional  waters.  They  are  particularly  pleased  with  the 
fact  that  their  efforts  to  get  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal 
closed  until  June  16  ba?e  succpeded,  and  that  it  will  not 
be  opened,  as  announced,  on  May  1.  The  Stinley  Arms 
Angling  Society,  Leigh,  wound  up  the  season  with  a  match 
in  the  local  canal  on  the  llth.  The  sport  was 
net  exciting,  but  all  the  members  enjoyed  the  event. 
The  stocking  fever  has  reached  Urmston,  and  the  local 
organisation  there  have  gone  in  for  a  liberal  programme, 
which  was  completed  on  March  10.  The  Longsigbt 
Victoria  A.S.  finished  up  on  March  11  with  a  match  at 
Poynton,  with  the  following  result :  First,  V.  Hothersall; 
second,  T.  Taylor ;  third,  A.  Terry.  Prizes  will  be 
presented  on  April  7.  Their  stocking  competition  has  not 
been  the  success  it  was  hoped  to  be,  but  still  it  has  done  a 
lot  of  good. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  bi-monthly  meeting  of  delegates  from  clnbs  affiliated 
with  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  met  on  the 
9th  at  Beswick  ;  in  all,  thirty -four  clubs  were  represented ; 
the  agenda  was  important  and  interesting.  Routine 
business  being  disposed  of,  which  included  various  lots  of 
minutes,  correspondence,  &c.,  after  careful  discussion  the 
following  resolutions  were  recorded  ;  To  hold  all  future 
meetings  in  the  City  of  Manchester ;  to  promote  a  grand 
angling  contest;  to  approve  of  the  committee's  action  with 
respect  to  their  waters  at  Irlam,  Cadishead,  and  in  Derby- 
shire. The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Merry  Anglers.  The  Union  Chapel  Angling 
Society,  Gorton,  held  another  of  their  social  gatherings 
on  the  13th,  the  room  being  tastefully  decorated  with 
piscatorial  trophies  and  tackle.  The  winter  series 
of  monthly  social  and  educational  gatherings  will 
terminate  on  the  27th  in  a  g^rand  concert,  the  proceeds  of 
which  will  be  devoted  to  the  stocking  fund  of  the  County 
Palatine  Angling  Association.  They  are  hoping  for  the 
support  of  the  surrounding  clubs.  The  Old  Standard 
Angling  Society,  Hulme,  had  an  outing  to  Irlam  last 
week-end,  visiting  the  waters  now  receiving  so  much 
attention.  One  member  was  the  lucky  captor  of  a 
rainbow  trout  of  |lb.,  which  caused  quite  a  ssnsation,  but 
had  to  be  returned  under  the  prohibitive  law  in  force. 
The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  concluded  their  stocking 
competition,  and  announce  the  total  of  fish  added  to 
their  Kersal  waters  as  1125,  making  a  grand  total  of 
over  .3000  fieh  added  to  this  particular  water.  The 
stocking^  prizes  are  awarded  as  follows:  First.  Mr. 
John  Fisher;  second,  Mr.  W.  Taylor;  third,  Mr.  J. 
Lund ;  fourth,  Mr.  W.  A  Leigh.  Mr.  Harkness  will 
be  their  representative  at  Wjresdale  next  week. 
The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  Isaac  Walton  A  S.,  Ard- 
wick,  was  held  on  March  13,  at  the  Birch  Inn.  The  club 
now  numbers  sixteen,  and  they  are  jubilant  over  the 
selection  of  their  entry  for  the  Wyresdale  competition. 
The  WeJoomb  A.S.  visited  the  Moss  Reach  on  Saturday 
last  to  wind  up  the  season.  Sport  was  wretched,  but  the 
weather  delightfol.  They  have  yet  to  negotiate  the 
closing  "  bast"  The  lecture  by  Mr.  H.  Wall  work  to  the 
memb(>rB  of  the  Lancaster  A.S.,  Longsight,  was  a  most 
enjoyable  event.  The  members  were  delighted,  and  after 
carefully  pursuing  the  MSS  ,  your  correspondent  can 
heartily  congratulate  the  youthful  lecturer  on  a  palpable 
hit. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  pike  season  now  ended  has  been  only  a  moderate 
one.  No  fish  larger  than  241b.  has  been  taken  in  this 
district.  Last  week  very  little  was  done.  One  angler 
bad  one  of  151b.  on  private  water,  and  Mr.  C.  B.  Belts 
took  two  lOlb.  fish  on  Wroxham  Broad  on  Thursday. 
Bream  are  now  feeding  well  near  Xorwich,  and  a  few 
decent  bags  of  these  fish  have  been  secured.  Trout  fishing 
opens  here  on  April  I,  and  the  prospects  of  a  good  season 
are  excellent. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Angling  pursuits  on  the  Trent  were  active  until  the  last. 
The  closing  day  of  the  season  (Tuesday)  was  beautiful  in 
the  extreme,  at  d  scores  of  votaries  were  out,  though,  truth 
to  tell,  most  returned  home  with  comparatively  empty 
creels.  My  "Jubilee"  day  was  spent  with  a  friend  in 
North  Notts,  and  he  came  off  "  first  best "  amongst  perch 
and  pike.  Previously  we  had  fished  the  river  for  chub, 
and  had  killed  ten  fish.  Eight  of  these  scaled  19lb.  And 
on  the  same  stretch  of  water  (Kelham),  Mr.  Herbert 
Baker  and  Mr.  Joseph  Baker  excelled  with  the  worm.  On 
Thursday  members  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Associa- 
tion engaged  in  their  closing  contest  at  Staythorpe. 
Twenty  took  part,  and  the  prizes  were  won  as  follows  : 
First,  Mr.  J.  E  Wootton  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Truman  (presi- 
dent); third,  Mr.  E.  Gillott;  fourth,  Mr.  A.  Sharpe. 
Mr.  T.  Wf  od  is  reported  to  have  taken  a  large  quantity  of 
pike  at  Weston  ;  and  at  Kolleston,  Mr.  J.  Casi  and  Mr. 
W.  Fonlds  have  each  killed  specimenB  over  71b.  each. 
Salmon  have  ai^ain  been  showir  g  at  the  foeit  of  Beeston 
weirs.  News  is  scarce  from  Shardlow,  where,  however, 
salmon  onght  to  provide  sport  to  the  rod  before  the  month 
U  out. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
Now  that  the  coarse  fi>hiiig  aea-ion  haa  come  to  an  end 
matters  will  be  omparatively  quiet  in  Sheffield  for  the 
next  three  months.  Af^lnrs  will  put  away  all  their  tackle 
and  wait  patiently  f  ir  the  opening  of  the  seas  m  in  June 
next.  Fortanat*-ly  the  la*t  few  days  of  the  coarse  fiHhiiig 
•ea»on  held  np  remarkably  fine,  and  consequently  larg« 
DarnhttTH  of  anglers  left  Sheffield  to  have  a  last  day's 
»lx>Tt.  Pike  fishing  in  the  Witham  has  been  followed 
With  considerable  success,  many  heavy  fish  having 
been  caoght.  Rodsters  bailing  from  Lincoln  have 
been  favoured  witfi  the  best  sport,  although  several 
Sheffielderg  have  been  at  work,  with  resnlts  satisfactory  to 


themselves.  Very  little  roach  fishing  has  been  obtained, 
and  this  remark  also  applies  to  the  river  Bain,  the  water 
having  bsen  too  clear  to  (permit  of  successful  reaching. 
However,  pike  have,  in  a  great  measure,  oompeneated  for 
the  lack  of  scort  in  other  directions,  the  frrjsty  nights 
appearing  to  have  made  them  very  keen.  Visitors  to  the 
Chesterfield  and  Stockwith  Canal  have  fared  very  well 
amongst  roach,  using  bread  paste  as  bait,  whilst  sundry 
pike  of  decent  size  have  helped  to  augment  the  catches. 
Very  little  sport  has  been  found  in  the  Idle,  but  the 
Rjton  has  furnished  a  few  anglers  with  moderate  sport 
amongst  roach.  Chub  fishing  in  the  Trent  has  answered 
extremely  well,  and  at  Collingham,  Kelham,  Hazleford, 
and  other  places  some  capital  sport  has  been  forthcoming, 
pith  and  brains  being  generally  used  with  gratifying 
succss.  Pike  fishing  at  King's  Mills  has  also  been  of  a  very 
gratifying  character.  Very  little,  if  any,  reaching  has 
bean  done.  Both  the  Derwent  and  the  Wye  are  reported 
to  be  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  grayling  fly 
fishing,  but  in  consequence  of  the  unfavourable  weather 
which  has  recently  been  experienced,  anglers  have  been 
unable  to  follow  the  sport  with  the  assiduity  they 
would  otherwise  have  shown.  As  soon,  however,  as  the 
weather  will  settle  down  to  be  a  little  warmer  more 
attention  will  be  paid  to  fishing.  A  few  nice  creels  of 
grayling  have  been  secured  near  Rowsley  and  Miller's 
Dale,  whilst  in  the  Matlock  Bridge  and  Batley  neighbour- 
hood trcut  have  recently  been  providing  satisfactory 
fishing,  several  heavy  fish  having  been  caught.  In  the 
Darley  Dale  waters,  too,  trout  are  fishing  well.  The 
She  ffield  Angling  societies  are  bestirring  themselves  in  the 
matter  of  the  taking  of  small  fish,  and  are  anxious  to 
bring  about  an  improvement.  In  the  past  many 
anglers — and  Sheffielders  are  not  the  only  ones  in 
fault — have  retained  every  fish  they  have  caught, 
in  their  forgetfulness  and  carelessness  ignoring  the 
fact  that  the  slaughter  of  so  many  small  fish  must,  in  the 
long  run,  seriously  affect  the  quantity  of  fish  in  the  waters. 
The  Sheffield  societies  are  suggesting  that  all  fish  under 
7in.  in  length  should  be  returned  in  general  fishing,  and  if 
caught  in  matches  should  be  kept  alive  until  the  weighing, 
and  then  returned.  It  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  have  the 
courage  to  proceed  with  their  suggestions,  and  take  some 
steps  to  bring  them  into  operation. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  simply 
grand — nice  gentle  frosts  at  night,  and  bright  sunshine  in 
the  daytime.  The  trees  are  full  of  bud — some  of  them 
out  in  leaf — fields  are  getting  gloriously  green,  primroses, 
violets,  and  wallflowers  to  be  seen  in  abundance,  birds 
busy  nesting,  and  every  indication  of  an  early  spring.  The 
rivers  are  in  capital  order  and  a  nice  level,  and  during  the 
last  few  days  anglers  have  been  busy,  but  sport  has  not 
been  very  brisk.  Still,  some  good  baskets  of  chub  were 
taken  up  to  Sunday,  and  at  the  Working  Men's  Club  two 
specimen  fish  were  shown,  weighing  4|lb.  ;  and  one  well- 
known  town  angler,  called  "  Darkie,"  caught  a  lovely  brace 
of  perch,  which  weighed  between  41b.  and  51b. ,  and  ought  to 
have  been  set  up,  but  they  were  sold  at  8d.  a  pound.  Pike 
have  been  off  feed  for  some  dxys.  Still,  some  good  sized  fish 
have  been  landed.  One  was  on  view  at  the  Sabrina  Club 
on  Saturday,  181b.  in  weight,  which  was  the  best  fish  of 
the  week.  One  fine  fish  was  taken  in  the  Upton  part  of 
the  Severn,  and  a  few  good  chub  and  roach  ;  but  there 
has  been  so  much  illegal  netting  in  this  district  of  late 
that  sport  cannot  be  expected  to  be  good  there.  The 
water  bailiff  caught  two  men  in  the  very  act  a  few  days 
ago,  with  their  netful!  of  fish,  and  they  will  appear  before 
the  magistrates  on  Thursday  next  to  answer  to  the  charge, 
and  the  result  is  looked  forward  to  with  great  interest  by 
anglers  in  the  district,  who  find  their  sport  becoming 
less  year  by  year,  and  who  are  very  anxious  that 
this  wht'l^eale  destructi  n  by  the  small  meshed  nets 
should  be  put  a  stop  to.  The  dinner  of  the  Worcester 
United  Workiogajen's  Angling  Club  was  a  capital  affair. 
There  was  a  large  company  present  of  member's  and  a  few 
friends;  in  fact,  the  room  was  full.  Mr.  Councillor 
Jos.  Radf'ord  was  a  capital  chaircnan,  and  Councillor  E. 
Yeates  as  vice-chairman  was  the  right  miin  in  the  right 
place.  Host  Seth  Robineon  excelled  in  his  catering — the 
viands  were  of  high  order  aid  abundant,  the  liquids  first 
class.  The  usual  toatti  were  duly  honoured,  the  band 
discoursed  sweet  music  at  intervals,  and  some  excellent 
songs  were  given  during  the  evening.  Mr.  H.  Nicholls, 
one  of  the  guetts  present,  and  who  has  a  lovely  stretch  of 
trout  water  running  through  his  land  a  few  miles 
from  the  city,  generously  gave  the  club  the  sole  right 
of  fishing  it,  for  which  they  ttnd^'red  him  their 
heartfelt  thanks  ;  and  this  water  will  be  strictly 
preserved  and  much  valutd.  The  dinner  was  a  suocess  all 
through  the  evening,  and  full  of  pleasant  memories.  Very 
few  have  trifd  for  trout  during  the  week,  they  were  not  on 
the  feed,  and  the  few  brought  home  were  no  credit  to  the 
possessor,  though  the  fish  were  said  to  have  looked  i'l  good 
colour  when  taken  from  the  water.  They  were  far  from  it 
when  1  saw  thern  in  the  evening.  Salmon  are  very  scarce 
indeed  ;  the  nets  are  doing  next  to  nothing.  The  CJpton- 
on- Severn  nets  have  only  taken  one  fish  for  a  fortnight; 
the  Worcester  nets  not  much  better. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Conipiratively  good  sport  has  been  obtained  by  anglers. 
The  frosty  nights  kept  grayling  well  on  the  move,  and  in 
tne  midday  tun,  when  natural  flies  were  about  fish  rose 
readily.  Grayling,  however,  have  been  mukine  for  the 
s(  awning  grounds,  and  have  scarcely  been  worth 'aking. 
The  river  Derwent  in  the  Cuttiiigwith  district  is 
in  piime  condition  for  angling,  and  good  fish  have 
been  taken  lately.  An  exceptionally  fine  pike  has 
been  brought  to  York  from  this  river.  The  Foss  is  in  fair 
trim,  and  sport  has  been  pursued  among  the  pike,  but  as 
they  are  now  ready  for  spawning,  true  sportsmen  will  lay 
by  their  tackle  for  a  while.    Tliere  has  been  moderate 


sport  on  the  Ouse.  The  Ure  is  low,  and  anglers  are  doing 
well.  The  front  seaeon  has  just  opened  on  these  waters 
with  fair  prospects.  The  outlook  for  early  trout  on  the 
Midd  is  also  encouraging.  Gratifying  sport  may  be 
anticipated  on  the  lengths  of  this  stream,  which  flows 
through  the  pretty  valley  of  Nidd^rdale,  by  Pateley 
Bridge  and  Knaresbrough.  The  Nidderdale  Angling 
Club,  which  preserves  a  portion  of  the  river,  is  re-stocking 
its  length  wir.h  some  thousands  of  eyed  ova.  At  the  open- 
ing of  the  season  the  best  casts  to  use  on  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  for  trout  are  :  Early  or  Winter  Brown  (tail  fly), 
Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe  and  Orange,  and  Snipe  Bloa 
(droppprs)  ;  2.  March  Brown  (tail  fly),  Spanish  Needle, 
Little  Early  Brown,  and  Dark  Bloa  (droppers).  There  are 
few  more  effective  flies  for  early  spring  than  the  Early 
Brown. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
St.  Maey's  Loch. — The  address  of  the  Hon.  Sec  of 
the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association  is  44,  Leamington- 
terrace,  Edinburgh. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinion.< 
expressed  by  ov/r  Correspondents.^ 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  MAY  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib, — J.  G.  G.  should  try  Hawes,  on  the  Upper 
Yore  but  the  cottages  as  a  rule  do  not  come  under  the 
description  of  "  pretty."  Necessity  requires  that  they 
should  be  plainly,  but  substantially  built.  He  would,  how- 
ever, be  able  to  find  comfortable  and  home'.y  rooms  at;  some 
of  the  farmhouses,  &c.,  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  can 
obtain  their  names  and  addresses  from  the  North-Eastern 
guide  book,  published  by  the  North-Eastern  Railway  Co. 
This  is  on  sale  at  6d.  at  all  the  stations  on  their  system. 
The  Hawes  water  would,  I  think,  suit  J  G.  G.  There  is 
plenty  of  it,  both  in  the  main  river  (the  Yore),  and  its 
tributaries.  Hawes  is  a  capital  fishing  centre,  and  within 
easy  reach  of  the  Swale.  Ribble,  Eden,  &c.  The  district 
is  an  ideal  one  to  any  angl?r  or  toucist  in  need  of  a  change, 
and  the  scenery  is  romantic  and  beautiful.  J.  G.  G.  will 
be  alle  to  get  full  part i mlars  respfcting  the  district  fr^m 
"  Romantic  Richmondshire,"  published  by  Elliot  Stock, 
62,  Paternoster-row,  B.C.,  or  from  "Eden  Vale  to  the 
Plains  of  York,"  by  Edmund  Bcgg,  3,  Woodhouse-lane, 
Leeds.  May  is  a  good  month  to  fish  the  Upper  Yore,  &c. 
Lower  down  this  beautiful  valley  I  can  recommend  the 
Cover  Bridge  inn — one  of  the  quietest  and  most  homely  of 
the  few  old-fashioned  angling  resorts  in  the  kingdom. 
The  visitors'  book  is  full  of  flattering  entries  from  ladies 
and  gentlemen  visitors,  and  amongst  other  poetical 
effusions  that  amused  me  in  perusing  the  book  this  morn- 
ing I  copy  the  following  : 

IN  PRAISE  OF  COVER  AND  THE  INN. 
"  It  stands  beside  a  country  road, 

A  cosy,  pleasant  house  of  call ; 
The  Ure  runs  by  a  field  away, 

The  Cover  laves  the  garden  wall. 

There  'mid  the  stream  and  trees  and  flowers. 

Each  one  may  find  refreshment,  rest ; 
And  with  the  birds  and  wild  things,  draw 

Fresh  strength  from  nature's  kindly  breast  ? 

Then  let  us  leave  the  smoky  town. 

Forget  its  hurry  and  its  care. 
And  by  the  Cover's  crystal  stream 

Ddnk  in  the  pleasant  country  air. 

Along  its  banks  all  day  we'll  roam. 

And  tempt  the  cautious  wily  trout ; 
But  he's  a  disappointing  fish 

An  !  knows  full  well  what  he's  about. 

At  night  we'll  gently  close  our  eyes. 

Lulled  by  the  Cover's  evensong. 
That  through  the  texture  of  one's  drexms 

Runs  like  a  silver  thread  along. 

We'll  wake  at  dawning  with  the  birds, 

And  see  the  sun  shine  sweetly  in, 
And  feel  the  freshness  of  the  morn, 

Far  from  the  city's  jarring  din." 

Any  further  information  I  shall  be  glad  to  supply.— 
Yours,  &o.,  John  E.  Millek. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent's  (J.  G.  G.) 
letter  in  your  last  issue,  I  would  very  strongly  recommend 
him  to  try  Matlock  Bath,  in  Derbyshire,  three  hours  from 
St.  Pancras,  where  he  can  get  good  trout  fishing  for 
"s.  6d  a  week,  amidst  the  most  beautiful  scenery,  and  in 
a  most  health-giving  neighbourhood.  He  can  also  get 
most  comfortable  rooms  for  himself  and  party  at  a  very 
moderate  price.  If  he  were  here  on  May  20  he  could 
witness  the  turning  into  the  river  of  over  llMXl  two-year- 
old  trout,  running  from  Sin.  to  Hin.  If  he  entertains 
Derbyshire,  and  will  communicate  with  me,  I  will  put 
him  in  the  right  way  for  sport,  pleasure,  and  comfort. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Henry  Cooper 

(Treasurer  and  Hon  Sec). 

Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  YORKSHIRE  FOR  MAY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  fishing  inquiries,  I  shotild  think 
that  Ryedale  (if  not  already  visited),  with  Kirbymooroide 
as  a  centre,  would  be  found  to  sufficiently  interest  the 
ladies  mentioned,  by  its  castles,  parks,  mansions,  circular 
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tours,  drives,  and  rambles  amongst  beautiful  wooded  and 
moor  scenery,  all  within  easy  access  by  rail  or  road  at 
short  distance.  The  rivers  Dove,  Hodge,  Seven,  and 
Rye,  with  their  standards  from  Sin.  to  llin.,  should  be 
ample,  and  are  within  a  distance  of  seven  miles  from  this 
town.  Accommodation  is  plentiful  and  charges  most 
moderate.  Being  one  of  the  many  interested  in  the 
private  portions  of  fishings,  and  also  a  lover  of  the  noble 
art,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  give  any  further  assistance,  on 
application,  as  to  which  portions  are  free,  private,  or 
fishable  by  ticket  only.  The  smaller  edition  of  "  Guide 
to  Eyedale,"  sold  by  Messrs.  Lumley,  Kirbymoorside, 
and  also  procurable  at  Smith  and  Son's  bookstall  (price 
Is.),  gives  full  descriptions,  with  engravings,  and  also  map 
with  the  roads  marked. — Yours  truly, 

Kirbymoorside.    J.  Craven  Frank. 

FOR  THE  WIDOW  OF  THE  LATE  JOHN 
HOEROCKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  please  find  cheque  for  £2  towards 
the  "  John  Horrooks'  Widow  Fund." 

In  the  spring  and  early  summer  of  '76  it  was  my  good 
fortune  to  be  "cramming"  with  the  English  chaplain  at 
Weimar,  whose  wife,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  was  connected 
in  some  way  with  Old  Horrocks,  as  we  boys  irreverently 
called  him.  Many  a  pleasant  hour  have  I  spent  with  him, 
either  watching  him  fish,  or  fishing  myself,  and  many  a 
time  do  I  wish  I  could  have  some  of  those  happy  hours 
over  again  ;  for,  as  regards  fishing,  it  was  certainly  the  best 
I  have  ever  had.  I  was  then  quite  a  beginner  at  tty  fishing, 
though  I  had  caught  a  few  trout ;  but  I  was  no  expert,  and 
I  often  wish  I  could  find  myself  on  that  river  once  more 
with  what  little  experience  I  have  since  giined  in  the  art 

In  those  days  we  rarely  used  more  than  two  flies.  In 
fact,  John  Horrocks  said  his  experience  there  was  that  if 
trout  wouldn't  look  at  those  two  it  was  no  use  offering 
them  anything  else.  We  always  had  a  small  Green  Drake 
as  a  tail  fly,  and  a  Coachman  as  a  dropper — always  fished 
wet.  I  don't  remember  in  those  days  to  have  heard  of 
the  dry  fly,  and  I  certainly  never  saw  it  used.  I  never  had 
a  whole  day,  and  only  on  Saturdays  could  I  get  an  after- 
noon, and,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  my  best  bag  was 
fourteen  fish  (retained),  running  probably  between  lib.  and 
21b.  The  usual  run  of  fish  was  about  Ijlb.  :  one  seldom 
caught  them  smaller  and  only  rarely  much  larger,  but  I 
remember  one  of  61b.  which  I  caught  just  above  the  Grand 
Duke's  Palace  in  the  park,  and  three  fish  caught  by  another 
English  boy,  just  below  the  weir  one  afternoon,  the  largest 
of  which  was  over  61b.  and  the  smallest  over  31b. 

John  Horrocks  did  not  strike  me  as  an  artistic  fisherman, 
but,  nevertheless,  he  was  a  highly  successful  one,  and  I 
retain  the  kindliest  recollection?  of  him  as  a  genial  fishing 
companion,  and  a  generous  instructor  of  youth  in  the 
sport. 

Apologising  for  the  length  of  my  letter — believe  me, 
dear  sir,  yours  faithfully,      Edward  H.  R.  Hibbeet. 
Naval  and  Military  Club, 
Piccadilly. 

f  We  are  glad  to  publish  this  interesting  reminiscence  of 
Horrooks  and  to  receive  Captain  Hibbert's  subscription  of 
£2.  Mr.  Felix  Schroeder  has  a'si  kindly  sent  £1  la.  and 
"  Back  Bean  "  £2.— Ed.]  

PISIING  IN  LOCH  FYNE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  ould  give  me  some  information  as  to  line 
fishing  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  Loch  Fyne,  &c.,  especially 
with  the  trot  or  bulter  for  conger. — Yours  faithfully, 

Inquirer. 

LA.KE  PATRIA. 

Dear  Sir, — Lake  Patria  is  about  ten  or  eleven  miles 
N.W.  from  Naples,  is  within  a  mile  of  the  coast  as  the 
crow  flies  (i.e  ,  if  the  scale  in  the  map  was  correct),  and 
marked  Laguna  D.  Patria  on  the  large  map. 

If  your  correspondent  finds  that  it  is  further  from 
Naples  than  this  as  the  crow  flies,  he  must  blame  the  map, 
and  not  me. — Yours,  &c.,  Markit. 


A  NEW  TROUT  FISHING  ASSOCIATION  IN 

NORMANDY. 
Dear  Sib, — In  one  of  my  former  effusions  I  mentioned 
that  there  was  excellent  trout  fishing  to  be  had  in 
Normandy.  For  the  sxke  of  the  many  anglers  I  have 
gone  to  considerable  trouble  to  ascertain  further  par- 
ticulars, and  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to 
say  that  an  association  has  been  formed  at  Dieppe  under 
the  able  guidance  of  the  popular  Mr.  Walter  Sambourne, 
wlio  is  president  of  the  very  flourishing  shooting  club  and 
captain  ot  the  golf.  The  object  of  the  association  is  to 
preserve  eight  miles  of  water  on  the  Baulne  and  Varenne, 
beginning  at  Arynes  la  Bataille  and  going  up  to  Martigny, 
a)id  from  St.  Germain  d'Etables  to  Torcy.  On  the 
Eaulne,  from  the  station  at  Martin-Eglise  beyond  and 
including  the  balasticre  pond,  the  difficulties  to  contend 
with  have  been  the  leasing  of  the  water  (for,  generally,  the 
landlord  only  reserves  to  himself  a  co-right  with  his 
tenant),  and  the  prevalence  of  poaching;  indeed,  the 
streams  must  be  very  productive,  seeing  what  bags  are 
made  by  rod  and  line  in  spite  of  these  drawbacks.  Two 
years  ago  a  Mr.  S.  went  on  a  visit  to  Dieppe,  and  hearing 
that  trout  were  to  be  caught  in  the  neighbouring  stream, 
and  being  an  enthusiastic  fisherman,  he  got  leave,  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Pro-Consul  (Mr.  Sambourne),  to  have 
a  few  days  fishing.  In  three  days  he  caught  60lb.  of 
trout,  his  best  day  being  twenty-two  trout,  weighing  20lb., 
the  largest  fish  turning  the  scale  at  .'Ub.  A  friend  of 
mine  took  in  one  day,  last  year,  thirty-eiglit  trout, 
weighing  2.'ilb.  If  these  bags  can  be  obtained  under  the 
present  circumstances,  what  glorious  sport  may  be  looked 
for  in  the  future,  when  these  rivers  are  under  the  entire 
control  of  the  association  which  has  just  been  organised.' 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Within  a  radius  of  forty  kilometres  there  are  seven  rivers 
which  run  through  the  most  gorgeous  scenery  to  be  found 
in  Northern  France.  There  are  plenty  of  good  hotels  in 
Dieppe;  one  I  can  recommend  from  my  own  experience  is 
the  Hotel  de  Paris,  which  is  both  comfortable  and  in- 
expensive, opposite  the  Casino.  Dieppe  can  be  reached 
from  London  in  five  hours  by  the  Newhaven  and  Dieppe 
route. — Yours  truly,      ____  P.  H.  Bewicke. 

THE  IMPROVED  GEEN  SPIRAL  SPINNER. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  much  pleasure  in  forwarding  you 
one  of  our  improved  Geen's  ring  mounted  spiral  spinners, 
which,  we  think,  is  something  worth  your  notice.  We 
have  mounted  it  with  a  wire  running  through  the  bait, 
and  phosphor  bronze  rings,  as  you  will  see.  To  these 
rings  can  be  attached  any  size  hooks  that  may  be  required. 
In  the  event  of  a  hook  meeting  with  an  accident  a  new 
one  can  replace  it  within  a  few  seconds.  The  bait  will 
spin  very  much  better  on  this  wire  than  on  the  ordinary 
mounting,  and,  as  you  will  perceive,  the  life  of  the  mount 
will  be  considerably  longer,  as  there  will  be  no  chafing 
taking  place  in  the  same.  Gut  or  gimp  invariably  is 
destroyed  by  the  friction  at  the  edges  of  the  bait.  Of 
course,  the  bait  is  well  known  to  you,  but  we  think  that 
this  improvement  entitles  it  to  fresh  consideration. 

The  advantages  claimed  were  that  it  would  spin  better 
than  the  Devon,  without  any  of  its  ugly  flanges ;  that  it 
could  be  drawn  through  the  water  so  slowly  that  the 
laziest  of  fish  could  seize  it.  yet  its  spiral  shape  made  it 
appear  to  be  in  a  terrible  hurry  to  escape.  Some  portion 
of  the  concave  side,  and  either  one  or  the  other  of  the 
concave  fins,  were,  without  cessation,  reflecting  the  rays 
of  light,  thereby  attracting  the  attention  of  all  fish  within 
a  considerable  radius.  The  fish  are  not  frightened  by  any 
large  number  of  ugly  hooks,  only  two  being  needed,  and 
these  being  practically  hidden  within  the  circumference  of 
the  bait.  The  bait  slides  up  the  line  when  a  fish  is  hooked, 
and  the  hooks  are  self-adjusting  when  the  fish  ia  released. 
— Yours  faithfully,  8.  Allcock  and  Co. 

Standard  Works,  Redditch,  March  11. 

[We  like  the  look  of  the  improved  "  Geen"  spiral  bait 
very  much  indeed,  but  would  suggest  to  Messrs.  Allcock 
that  split  rings  are  the  worst  form  of  attachment  for 
holding  hooks  to  baits.  The  watch  spring  catch  would  be 
far  more  reliable  and  more  convenient  for  changing  hooks. 
Split  rings  rust  quickly,  are  only  half  as  strong  as  they 
appear  to  be,  and  more  fish  have  been  lost  through  the 
breaking  open  of  split  rings— especislly  on  spoons — than 
from  almost  any  other  cause.  We  are  not  sure  that  it 
would  not  be  better  to  prevent  the  bait  slipping  up  the 
wire  so  easily,  because  in  casting  it  is  liable  to  get  jerked 
out  of  place,  and  does  not  go  back,  so  spoiling  the  cast. 
But  it  is  a  first-rate  artificial. — Ed  ] 


DAPPING  AS  AN  ART. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  read  with  great  appreciation 
"Pheasant  Tail's"  article  under  the  above  heading,  in 
which  he  describes  in  a  most  lucid  manner  the  plan  of 
utilising  the  spring  of  the  rod  in  order  to  get  a  fly  into 
places  that  are  inaccessible  by  any  other  method. 

As  he  truly  says,  it  is  very  pretty  work.  I  have  seen  it 
performed  by  a  "  master  angler,"  to  watch  whom  at  work 
was  a  treat.  I  have  also  seen  a  good  angler  make  his  first 
attempts,  with  the  result  that  a  distinct  blue  mist  arose, 
caused  by  his  fearful  language  at  repeated  failures. 

It  certainly  is  a  pretty  and  also  a  sportsmanlike  mode 
of  fishing — but  it  is  not  dapping  ;  and  I  would  suggest  to 
"  Pheasant  Tail  "  that  if  he  wants  a  distinguishing  name 
for  it,  "  catapulting  "  would  be  an  appropriate  one. 

I  need  not  inflict  on  you  a  description  of  ordinary 
dapping,  which  must  be  almost  universally  known,  and 
can  only  be  carried  on  from  the  bank. — Yours  faithfully, 
A  White-Headed  Novice. 


TONBRIDGE  and  DISTRICT  ANGLING  AND 

FISH  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 
Dear  Sir, — About  a  fortnight  since,  Mr.  Copsy,  a 
member  of  our  society,  was  fishing  in  the  Medway,  just 
above  Tonbridge,  when  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  hook 
and  land  a  pike  in  good  condition,  weighing  111b.  He 
also  hooked  a  larger  one,  but  the  fish  and  the  ice  smashed 
his  tackle  up.  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  insert  the  above 
ia  your  valuable  paper,  as  it  might  drive  more  lovers  of  the 
gentle  art  to  our  river  here. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Babne.s 
(Hon.  Sec.  Tonbridge,  &c.). 


RIVER  AND  LOCK  KEEPERS'  DINNER 
(March  23). 

Dkar  Sib, — I  have  received  and  forwarded  acknowledg- 
ments of  subscriptions  herein  since  your  last  issue  as 
follows : 

Fbom  Angling  Societies. 
Twickenham,  Grange,  Crystal  Palace,  Greaham, 
Clapham  Junction,  Lincoln,  Cambridge  Heath,  .lolly 
Butchers',  Brunswick  Brothers',  Crown  and  Backland, 
School  Board,  Cambridge  Friendly,  Dalston,  and 
Waltonians. 

Feom  Sobscribers  to  T.A.P.S. 
A.  andT.  Stroud,  L.  Hart,  J.  S.  Spence,  J.  Richardson, 
J.  F.  Marchant,  W,  McFarlane  (Sportinq  Life),  W.  John- 
son, J.  H.  Krausd,  S.  Shum,  W.  D.  Bayley,  J.  Hough, 
W.  Marsden  Smith,  and  W.  H.  Brewer. 

From  Oommittek. 

.1.  Sams. 

I  regret  to  say  that  up  to  the  present  the  oluba  have  not 
subscribed  so  well  as  laat  year,  but  there  is  plenty  of  time 
yet  left  to  remedy  thii.— Yours  faithfully, 

H.  W.  HiGGINS 

(Hon.  Sec.  T.A.P.S.). 
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SALE  OF  BAITS  IN  THE  CLOSE  SEASON. 
Dear  Sib, — Referring  to  yoir  article  on  the  above 
subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  11th  inst., permit  me 
to  point  out  that  I  think  you  are  in  error  with  regard  to 
eels.    The  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act,  1886,  49  and  50 
Vict.,  0.  2,  while  not  authorising  (or  prohibiting)  anglingj 
for  eela  during  the  coarse  fish  close  aeason,  declares  that' 
the  term  "  freshwater  fish,"  in  section  11  of  the  Act  of 
1884,  does  not  include  eels.  Therefore,  eels  may  be  bought 
or  sold  during  the  close  time. — Yours  faithfully, 
Louis  F.  HiGGS 
(President  Worcester  and  District  United 
Angling  Association). 
[We  hope  we  are  wrong  and  Mr.  Higgs  right,  but  we 
know  that  in  several  cases  magiatratea  have  held  eela  to 
be  protected,  and  have  convicted  for  taking  them  in  close 
season . — E  d  .  ]  ____ 

AN  INVITATION  TO  PISH  THE  EDEN. 

Dear  Sir,— Should  any  coarse  fishing  club,  or  member 
of  same,  like  to  come  to  Carlisle,  I  am  prepared  to  grant 
them  free  fishing  in  the  Eden ;  it  would  only  be  necessary 
for  them  to  write  me  for  permit  and  enclose  stamped, 
addressed  envelope. 

These  waters  are  noted  for  chub,  dace,  with  roach  and 
pike,  the  latter  in  smaller  quantities. — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  H.  HODQKINSON 

(Hon  Sec.  Carlisle  Angling  Association). 
[Coarse  fish  anglers  do  not  care  to  take  fish  out  of 
season,  or  we  should  imagine  this  invitation  would  be 
responded  to  by  some  of  them.  We  remember,  many  yeara 
ago,  aeeing  quantities  of  fine  chub  in  the  Eden,  and 
catching  some  when  trout  fishing. — Ed.] 


BROWN  TROUT  FOR  THE  LUNE. 

Dear  Sir, — We  received  last  Wednesday  morning  from 
the  Wryeaiale  Fishery  1500  yearling  brown  trout,  which 
all  arrived  in  the  best  of  health  and  cindition,  and  were 
turned  out  without  a  single  one  being  lost.  Several 
members  of  the  association  helped  to  put  the  fish  in,  and 
all  were  very  satisfied  with  them. — Yours  faithfully, 

Ingleton,  Kirby  Lonsdale.  Geo.  H.  Padgett. 


SCOTCH  SEA  FISHERY  QUERY. 
Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  refer  me  to  a  few 
stations  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  accessible  by  rail,  where 
pollack  run  heavy,  and  where  good  accommodation  can  be 
had  at  a  moderate  expense  ? — Faithfully  yours, 

  G.  DE  Maupas. 


NETTING  FUND. 
Dear  Sir, — Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge 
receipt,  with  thanks,  ot  10s.  6d.  donation  from  the 
Edmonton   and    Tottenham    Angling  Society. — Youra 
faithfully,  Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Treasurer). 


AN  ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge  through 
the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  receipt  of  so  many 
letters  and  telegrams,  from  both  anglers  and  fishermen, 
offering  their  best  wishes  on  my  eightieth  birthday  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  to  thank  them  very  kindly  for  their 
pleasant  remembrances  ?  Some  of  the  fishermen  date 
their  friendship  from  over  forty  yeara,  and  are  hoping  to 
see  me  at  the  Keepers'  Dinner,  but  I  am  afraid  they  will 
be  disappointed.  One  of  my  telegrams  is  from  my  old 
friend  Mr.  A.  E.  Armatrong,  who  is  now  in  Cardiff,  and 
one  of  the  letters  from  my  dear  old  friend  Mr.  Alfred 
Jardine,  referring  to  past  happy  associations. 

W.  H.  Brougham. 

Pownall-gardena,  Hounslow,  March  15. 


BRITISH  BOOKS  ON  ANGLING. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  yon,  in  th 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  would  give  me  a  list  o 
the  most  important  British  books  on  angling. — Youra  ve 
truly,  Danish  Subsceibeb. 

[There  must  be  about  a  thousand  British  hooka  o 
angling.  On  what  particular  branch  doea  our  corr" 
spondent  want  them  — Ed.] 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Mesar 
Hughea  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery 
lane,  London,  W.C. 
33,549.    Bags  for  anglers  and  cyclists.    Patentee  :  Mr 
W.    Chalkley,   The    Square,  Winchester 
Hampshire.  Relates  to  a  leather  bag  or  oaaa 
to  which  may  be  secured  boxes,  with  hioge^ 
or  sliding  transparent  lids.    The  pocket  i 
adapted  to  fold  over,  and  the  whole  is  secure 
by  a  atrap. 

3359.    Harold  Thomas  Tanner,  Ingleside,  Redditch 
Improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  fi 
hooks. 

18,283.    Fishing.    Patentees :  Measrs.  S.  Buckingham 
Duke-street,  and  J.  Epton,  Duke-street,  bo  ' 
in  New  Clee,  Grimsby.    Relatea  to  trawlin 
gear.    To  diminish  the  tendency  of  the  win 
nets  to  lift  the  ground  rope,  they  are  made 
with  a  selvedge  at  the  top  and  bottom  instead 
of  one  only  at  the  top. 
3733.    Alfred    Hemated,    Cannon-street,  London. 

"  An  artificial  bait  for  fishing,  fitted  with 
reveraible  fins." 


March  25,  1899] 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  POLLUTION. 


The  first  open  engagement  between  the  forces 
representing  salmon  versun  sewage  has  been  won 
by  the  former.  The  victory  is  no  mere  moral  one, 
but  a  substantial  crowning  success  to  our  salmon 
fisheries  in  general,  and  the  "  poor  old  Don  "  in 
particular.  The  defeat  is  all  the  more  crushing, 
seeing  it  has  been  sustained  by  such  an  influential 
corporation  as  that  of  the  City  of  Aberdeen, 
representing  nearly  200,000  of  a  population,  with 
all  the  wealth  of  the  sinewe  of  war  at  its  back, 
in  the  shape  of  unlimited  rates  to  draw  upon,  and 
the  best  guidance  and  generalship  that  such 
influence  and  money  can  command  at  the  hands 
of  a  small  but  determined  band  of  angling  pro- 
prietors and  lessees,  but  having  a  comparatively 
small  stake  each  in  the  purity  of  their  com- 
paratively small  river. 

For  ^ears  the  Don  Fishery  Hoard  has  been 
protesting,  through  its  ofiicials,  against  the 
increasing  pollution  of  its  once  limpid  and  pure 
waters  from  the  mills  and  villages  on  the  last 
few  miles  of  its  course.  But  only  during  last 
autnmn  was  any  real  action  taken  by  those 
interested,  when  an  association  was  duly  formed 


of  the  members  of  the  local  fishery  board  and  a 
few  of  the  upper  riparian  proprietors,  with  the 
ostensible  purpose  of  providing  funds  to  raise  an 
action  in  the  Court  of  Session  against  the 
unnecessary  or  illegal  abstraction  of  too  much  of 
the  water  in  the  river  by  the  Messrs.  PLrie  for 
mill  purposes ;  and  to  take  in  hand  the  interests 
of  the  Don  as  a  salmon  river  generally,  with 
the  ultimate  aim  in  view  of  restoring  it  to  its 
pristine  purity  if  possible. 

The  funds  came  rattling  in,  and  soon  an  amount 
equal  to  all  present  emergencies  and  future 
demands  for  some  time  to  come,  of  over  £3000 
was  cheerfully  subscribed,  with  the  hearty  promise 
of  more  to  follow  if  needed.  Nor  had  such 
spontaneous  and  ready  action  been  taken  a  day 
too  soon.  The  association  have  not  had  long  to 
wait  to  find  an  opportunity  to  call  out  their 
forces. 

The  Aberdeen  Corporation,  as  represented  by  its 
sewage  committee,  had  to  deal  vrith  a  promised 
scheme  for  disposing  of  the  part  of  the  city 
sewage  which  entered  the  Dee  at  Victoria  Bridge, 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  Dee 
Fishery  Board,  and  for  this  purpose  had  to  pro- 
mote a  bill  in  Parliament  in  order  to  get  the 
necessary  sanction  to  carry  out  the  works.  In 
their  biU  they  proposed  also  to  deal  with  the 
Donside  section  of  the  city  sewage  for  which  they 
were  responsible,  and  in  this  connection  were  to 
construct  only  such  works  as  were  necessary  for 
the  suburbs  of  Aberdeen,  known  locally  as  the 
villages  of  Woodside  and  the  Aulton,  leaving 
the  mills — the  main  sources  of  the  pollution  of  the 
Don — out  of  account  altogether. 

Now  was  the  chance  of  the  Don  Fishery  Board, 
and  right  well  have  they  caught  at  it.  If  supine- 
ness  was  one  of  the  many  charges  levelled  at  them 
as  a  board  in  the  past,  such  cannot  now  be  laid  to 
their  charge.  Nay,  they  have  even  redeemed  their 
characters  in  this  respect,  by  the  alacrity  and 
despatch  shown  in  the  present  case,  and  wiped 
from  their  escutcheons  the  last  stain  of  any  such 
laggard  disposition. 

When  the  Corporation  Bill  was  announced 
they  stepped  into  the  arena  to  oppose  it.  Half  a 
loaf  was  of  no  use  to  them.  It  was  even  worse 
than  actual  starvation  for  a  time,  as  it  would 
prevent  them  getting  sustinence  in  the  future. 
It  must  be  a  whole  loaf,  or  determined  and 
strenuous  opposition  would  follow.  Their  chance 
had  come,  and  they  were  determined  to  make  the 
most  of  it.  Negotiations  were  opened.  Con- 
ferences were  suggested  and  conferences  were 
held,  but  the  fishery  board  for  once  stood  to  their 
guns  and  refused  to  compromise  one  single  inch. 
"  Include  the  mills  and  our  opposition  will  drop  " 
was  their  retort.  Seeing  that  matters  could  not 
be  adjusted  locally,  and  on  the  spot,  the  last  of 
the  conferences  came  abruptly  to  an  end,  after 
high  words  on  either  side,  with  the  heated 
declamation,  "  We  wiU  meet  at  Philippi,"  and 
within  the  next  forty-eight  hours  or  so  at 
Philippi  they  met,  with  what  result  of  course  the 
whole  world  knows. 

The  Lords'  Select  Committee  on  Bills,  with 
Lord  Northbrook  as  chairman,  heard  the  case  for 
and  against  the  passing  of  the  Aberdeen  Cor- 
poration BUI  during  the  whole  of  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  the  greater  part  of  Thursday  of 
last  week,  and  after  listening  to  chemical  and 
engineering  experts  on  both  sides — the  best  money 
and  experience  could  procure  —  and  listening 
to  the  speeches  of  eminent  counsel  over  the 
question  of  salmon  vertlux  sewage,  they  decided,  after 
having  cleared  the  committee-room  for  just  fifteen 
minutes  by  the  clock,  in  favour  of  salmon.  There 
is  no  halting  between  two  opinions  in  their 
decision.  It  is  a  clear  and  emphatic  declaration 
in  favour  of  the  preservation  of  our  salmon  rivers 
and  streams.  They  refuse  to  pass  the  Don 
clauses  of  the  Bill  in  toto.  Nor  did  the  Lords' 
Committee  stop  short  at  the  official  dictum  that 
the  proposals  of  the  corporation  were  not  good 
enough  as  regards  the  Don  valley,  but  they  went 
the  length  of  giving  a  plain  bit  of  advice  to  the 
Aberdeen  Corporation,  recommending  them  and 
the  county  engineers  to  lay  their  heads  together 
and  devise  such  a  scheme  as  will  effectually  and 
effectively  purify  the  Don,  and  then,  and  only 
then,  to  look  to  Westminster  for  sympathy  and 
support  in  carrying  it  out. 

The  Aberdeen  Corporation  BiU  has  been  passed 
by  the  Select  Committe  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
but  minus  the  Donaide  clauses.    The  meeting  at 


PhiUppi  has  been  anything  but  a  source  of  grati- 
fication to  the  granite  city  officials.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Don  Fishery  Board  is  quite  jubilant. 
They  can  well  afford  to  be  so.  It  is  a  famous 
victory,  and  no  mistake,  and  wiU  nerve  them  to 
further  action  in  other  quarters,  which  may  have 
a  more  immediate  effect  on  the  salmon  fisheries 
under  their  charge,  and  enhance  the  angling 
interests  of  the  river  as  a  whole  more  than  the 
fight  with  the  Aberdeen  abortive  sewage  scheme 
can  accomplish  for  some  time.  If  the  questions 
as  to  certain  water  rights  claimed  by  miU  owners 
can  now  be  as  successfully  tackled,  and  the  obstruc- 
tions arising  from  numerous  dam  dykes  solved 
after  the  same  successful  fashion,  the  future  of 
the  Don  to  its  former  place  as  one  of  the  first 
salmon  rivers  in  the  kingdom  is  fully  assured. 
There  is  nothing  we  can  see  to  hinder  such 
success  aU  round.  PubUc  opinion  is  now  aga.inst 
monopoly  and  injustice  in  any  shape  and  form, 
and  the  monopoly  of  poUuting  an  otherwise  fine 
salmon  and  trout  river  such  as  the  Don  by  a  few 
grasping  mill  owners  and  dividend  hunters  can- 
not stand.  It  is  against  all  nineteenth  century 
common  sense,  the  eternal  fitness  of  things,  if  it 
is  not  otherwise  against  all  law  and  order.  The 
Don  Fishery  Board  wiU  stiU  have  a  good  balance 
at  its  bankers,  after  settling  last  week's  bills,  the 
costs  in  connection  with  the  first  real  engagement 
in  the  battle  of  poUution  on  which  it  has  entered, 
and  it  can  now  go  ahead  to  more  conquests  in 
fresh  fields  and  pastures  new. 

That  the  Aberdeen  Corporation  feel  sore  over 
their  defeat  goes  without  saying.  They  courted 
it,  and  they  must  now  bear  the  brunt  of  their 
anything  but  magnanimous  proposals  with  regard 
to  the  Don.  If  they  feel  the  bruises  sore  they 
need  not  look  for  sympathy  nor  complain.  There 
is  a  golden  rule  which  it  is  well  to  remind  cor- 
porations of  as  well  as  individuals,  that  they 
should  do  as  they  would  be  done  by.  Had  they 
had  the  same  stake  in  the  Don  salmon  fisheries 
that  they  as  a  corporation  have  in  the  Dee,  they 
would  have  seen  their  way  to  include  the  miUs  in 
their  sewage  scheme,  without  any  meeting  at 
PhiUppi,  or  intervention  on  the  part  of  the  Lords' 
Committee  to  direct  them  in  the  paths  they  must 
tread  ere  they  again  ask  their  sanction  to  engage 
in  public  works  of  a  gigantic  character  needing 
the  sanction  of  Parliament  for  their  promotion. 

There  is  no  difficulty  as  to  the  future  course 
of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation  of 
Aberdeen.  They  must  face  the  music,  and  that 
with  the  best  grace  possible.  A  scheme  for  a 
joint  town  and  county  sewer  was  planned  by 
the  county  engineer,  and  approved  by  eminent 
consulting  authorities  some  years  ago.  It  pro- 
poses to  carry  the  sewage  and  poUuting  effluent, 
presently  being  discharged  into  the  Don,  for  a 
distance  of  some  seven  miles,  right  out  to  the  sea 
at  a  cost  of  £40,000.  The  miU  owners  were  the 
only  parties  who  objected  to  stump  up  their 
moiety  of  the  cost,  and  so  the  scheme,  as  a 
voluntary  one,  has  been  in  abeyance.  It  must 
now  be  made  compulsory,  and  the  mill  owners  be 
made  to  pay  for  their  whistle — and  obstinacy. 
It  is  certainly  not  a  light  scheme ;  but  to 
object  to  it  because  it  might  poUute  the  North 
Sea  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  a  pitable 
official  exhibition  of  straining  at  the  gnat  and 
yet  swallowing  the  camel.  Yet  such  far-fetched 
arguments  are  being  sei'ionsly  trotted  out  since 
the  battle  of  poUution  has  gone  against  the 
Aberdeen  Corporation.  How  have  the  mighty 
fallen.  G.  M. 


A  FULL  BAG  IN  '98. 


My  luck  of  late  had  not  been  quite  of  the  best 
amongst  the  f  jeld  trout.  The  weather  had  been 
cold  and  the  wind  far  too  rough  for  reaUy  good 
sport.  Consequently,  I  was  not  expecting  a  by 
any  means  heavy  bag  when  I  started  from  our 
scoter  to  try  what  a  fair-sized  bum  would  afford 
me  in  the  way  of  fish. 

A  few  days  earlier  one  of  the  party  had  reported 
having  seen  a  quantity  of  fine  trout  in  some  deep 
pools,  about  two  miles  distant  down  the  stream, 
running  past  the  sojter,  and  once  or  twice  some 
six  to  eight  good  trout  had  already  been  caught 
in  this  particular  stream.  But  up  to  the  present 
time  nothing  remarkable  had  been  done  there. 
However,  some  fish  were  wanted  for  dinner,  and 
after  three  long  days  of  ryper  shooting  andconse- 
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quent  hard  walking  over  the  f  jeld,  I  thought  a 
turn  at  the  trout  would  be  something  of  a  rest 
and  a  change.  For  it  was  not  laborious  work 
casting  over  the  bum,  which  could  all  be  very  well 
covered  by  a  10ft.  rod,  whilst  a  pair  of  shooting 
boots  and  gaiters  made  the  equipment  consider- 
ably less  cumbersome  than  that  required  for 
wider  waters,  and  since  the  walking  before  me  was 
not  exactly  along  a  well-kept  main  road,  carefully 
steam-rolled  and  swept  by  the  County  Council, 
waders  and  brogues  were  impedimenta  joyfully 
left  behind. 

There  was  a  strong  north-west  wind  blowing 
directly  upstream ;  so  strong  was  it  that  the  lake 
which  formed  the  source  of  the  bui-n  was  covered 
with  miniature  rollers,  emulating  in  a  very  small 
way  the  more  formidable  white-crested  waves 
which  make  the  North  Sea  of  such  uncomfortably 
evil  repute  among  bad  sailors. 

The  stream  after  leaving  the  lake  was  for  some 
half  a  mile  or  so  nothing  more  than  a  tiny  rivulet, 
bending  and  turning  in  many  directions,  with  a 
deepish  pool  at  almost  every  sharp  corner.  I 
spent  but  little  time  over  this  portion  of  the 
water,  as  but  few  large  fish  were  in  the  habit  of 
frequenting  it,  although  fingerlings  swarmed  on 
most  of  its  shallows.  It  was  not  until  a  larger 
and  deeper  pool,  formed  by  the  junction  of  another 
stream,  was  reached  that  I  began  to  fish  carefully. 
The  wind  was  still  blowing  a  whole  gale,  and  was 
straight  in  my  face.  Accordingly,  casting  became 
rather  an  erratic  matter,  and  as  the  heavier  fish 
did  not  seem  keen  on  the  March  Brown  or  any- 
thing else  I  could  oif er  them,  I  soon  left  the  pool, 
after  throwing  back  three  or  four  little  beggars 
not  big  enough  to  keep. 

For  some  distance  after  this  the  water  was  too 
thin  and  rocky  to  hold  large  fish,  but  at  last  the 
stream  made  a  sharp  bend,  and  as  usual  there 
was  a  deep  pool  at  the  turn.  Here  I  caught  one 
about  ilb.,  and  put  back  several  of  the  ubiquitous 
fingerlings.  Notwithstanding  that  there  was 
some  very  likely-looking  water  in  this  portion  of 
the  burn,  all  of  which  was  carefully  fished,  I 
could  neither  take  nor  see  anything  of  a  decent  size. 
I  began  to  fancy  that  the  heavier  trout  must  have 
migrated  from  their  usual  haunts,  and  I  was 
somewhat  disappointed  when  two  o'clock  came 
and  there  was  nothing  but  one  solitary  miserable 
5 -pounder  in  my  bag. 

Lunch,  and  a  soothing,  consoling  pipe  at  an 
end,  it  was  time  to  fish  my  way  back  towards  our 
soeter.  By  this  time  the  wind  had  dropped  a  little, 
but  was  still  occasionally  hurling  violent  squalls 
up  the  stream  quite  forcible  enough  to  make  it 
at  times  an  affair  of  some  uncertainty  as  to 
where  my  fly  would  be  allowed  to  fall.  Once  or 
twice,  in  fact,  the  wind  took  sole  control  of  the 
business,  and  lifted  fly,  line,  and  all  clean  off  the 
water. 

I  worked  away  for  nearly  half-an-hour  with  just 
as  much  want  of  success  as  earlier  in  the  day. 
Plenty  of  tiny  ones — about  five  to  a  pound — but 
nothing  of  any  size  would  look  at  my  fly. 

Fortunately,  as  it  happened,  I  made  my  way  up 
stream  slowly  and  carefully,  for  at  length  I 
fancied  that  I  saw  the  back  fin  of  a  good  trout 
appear  for  a  second  about  ISyds.  above  me,  close 
in  to  the  side  I  was  standing  on,  and  just  at  the 
edge  of  some  sedges  which  fringed  the  margin  of 
a  long  stretch  of  deep  water. 

Before  casting  I  waited  a  few  moments  to  make 
sure  that  the  cast  and  fly  were  both  still  in  good 
order  and  repair.  Whilst  I  was  so  doing  a  fish 
jumped  straight  into  the  air — so  straight,  indeed, 
that  for  a  fraction  of  a  second  its  attitude  was 
just  that  of  those  brightly-coloured  varieties  which 
perpetually  dangle  at  the  end  of  a  pole,  planted 
over  the  door  of  some  tackle  sellers  in  England. 
This  trout  went  through  its  acrobatic  feat  rather 
nearer  the  place  where  I  was  standing  than  where  a 
back  fin  had  made  its  appearance,  but  also  close 
into  the  sedges. 

The  banks  of  the  stream  are  here  quite  as  high 
or  higher  than  a  man,  but  luckily  there  is  a 
narrow  shelf  about  a  foot  or  so  above  water,  and 
just  broad  enough  to  afford  standing  room.  To 
this  I  scrambled  down  and  commenced  casting 
carefully  towards  the  sedges,  near  where  the  fish 
had  moved.  Close  in  by  the  lower  end  of  the 
weed  clump  a  trout  rose  greedily  to  a  medium- 
sized  March  Brown,  and  was  firmly  hooked.  He 
made  one  strong  dash  right  across  the  stream, 
and  then  tore  away  down  the  pool  past  where 
1  was  standing.     Gradually  he  was  worked  back. 


and  for  a  few  moments — anxious  moments,  too 
— I  feared  I  should  lose  him,  for  straight  under 
my  feet  he  darted,  and  gained  the  shelter  of  the 
hollow  bank.  Luckily,  heavy  stamping  over  his 
head  dislodged  him,  and  that  without  breaking 
down  my  narrow  standing  place.  This  dangerous 
manoeuvre  on  the  part  of  the  fish  entailed  a  very 
heavy  strain  on  the  little  10ft.  rod,  and  the  green- 
heart  must  have  been  of  exceedingly  good  quality 
to  bear  such  a  test  without  breaking.  However, 
no  accident  happened,  and  at  length  a  plucky 
fish  of  about  l^lb.  was  in  the  bag. 

The  rather  rumpled  Mai-ch  Brown  was  quickly 
smoothed  out,  and  once  more  drifting  down  close 
ast  the  sedges.  Again  a  good  rise,  and  another 
sh  made  a  hard  fight  for  life,  but  he,  too,  was 
before  long  safely  in  the  bag. 

As  I  was  inspecting  my  tackle  preparatory  to 
making  a  third  venture,  I  saw  for  the  second  time 
a  goodly  trout  jump  straight  into  the  air,  as  if 
anxious  to  discover  what  accident  could  have 
befallen  his  comrades  so  rudely  plucked  from 
their  proper  element.  Before  the  noisy  splash 
and  commotion  caused  by  the  return  of  the 
inquisitive  fish  to  his  haunts  had  ceased,  my  fly 
fell  almost  in  the  centre  of  the  widening  ring. 
Almost  instantaneously  a  trotit  seized  it,  rushed 
away  down  stream,  struggling  even  harder  than 
his  predecessors  in  misfortune  ;  but  he,  too,  soon 
followed  his  forerunners  to  the  bank.  My  hopes 
of  a  decent  basket  began  to  rise  rapidly,  for  a 
number  of  good  trout  seemed  to  have  collected 
along  the  edge  of  the  weeds,  and  to  have  suddenly 
become  almost  madly  hungry. 

Another  cast  or  two  brought  yet  another  rise. 
But  this  time  the  trout  had  the  best  of  it,  for 
after  some  wild,  frantic  rushes  up  and  down  the 
stream,  the  hook  came  away,  and  the  bag  was  no 
heavier  by  that  fish.  Thinking  it  quite  possible 
that  after  this  a  short  rest  might  be  advisable,  I 
waited  a  few  minutes  before  setting  to  work 
again,  meanwhile  changing  the  fly  from  a  March 
Brown  to  a  White  Tip.  I  had  no  sooner  worked 
the  new  fly  close  in  towards  the  sedges  than  it 
was  swallowed  by  a  greedy  trout,  destined,  before 
many  minutes  had  elapsed,  to  join  his  comrades 
in  misfortune.  Whilst  I  was  playing  this  last, 
another  fish  jumped  high  into  the  air,  and  I  fully 
believe  that  I  hooked  and  landed  that  particular 
acrobat  very  soon  after. 

However,  to  cut  the  tale  short,  I  landed  from  a 
stretch  of  water,  certainly  not  exceeding  15yds. 
or  20yds.  in  length,  twenty-three  trout,  weighing 
341b.  My  bag  was  crammed,  my  capacious 
landing  net  was  full,  and  at  least  two  miles  of 
very  rough  walking  were  before  me.  But  for 
these  hindrances  my  score  would  have  been  con- 
siderably augmented,  for  when  I  had  determined 
that  both  net  and  bag  were  choke  full,  I  crept  on 
hands  and  knees  very  cautiously  along  the  bank 
of  the  pool  and  peered  down  into  its  depths,  where 
some  twelve  or  fourteen  good  trout  could  be  seen, 
all  of  them  close  into  the  sedges,  from  whose  edge 
so  many  weighty  fish  had  akeady  been  obtained  on 
that  afternoon. 

What  attraction  had  collected  so  many  trout  in 
that  particular  piece  of  water  I  cannot  guess ; 
but  there  they  were.  It  was  a  very  even  basket  I 
brought  back,  nothing  under  lib.,  and  only  two  or 
three  above  21b.,  and  these  only  a  trifle.  One  of 
the  oddest  things  about  that  day's  fishing  was  the 
frequency  with  which  fish  not  hooked  threw  them- 
selves straight  into  the  air.  I  saw  these  jumping 
performances  at  least  six  times  in  the  course  of 
the  afternoon,  and  feel  pretty  certain  that  no 
fewer  than  three  of  these  acrobats  were  eventually 
caught  by  me.  All  this  militated  very  consider- 
ably against  my  ideas  as  to  jumping  fish  never 
taking  a  fly,  and  always  foreshadowing  bad  sport. 
Very  few  fish  escaped  when  once  hooked,  and  if 
such  a  break  in  niy  good  luck  did  happen  I 
changed  the  fly,  and  waited  a  few  minutes  before 
making  a  fresh  cast.  No  doubt  much  of  my  good 
luck  was  to  be  attributed  to  my  seeing  that 
particular  trout  move  which  was  lowest  down- 
stream of  all  the  collection,  and  to  being  able  to 
turn  the  heads  of  the  hooked  fish  downstream,  and 
thus  not  disturbing  those  lying  higher  up  the 
pool. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  I  was  not  a  little 
pleased  with  the  afternoon's  sport ;  but  I  am 
nevertheless  bound  to  confess  that  before  I 
reached  the  scuter  door  my  load  had  become  quite 
sufiicient,  the  more  so  as  slipping  on  some  wet 
ground  I  tripped  and  tumbled  into  a  bog  hole. 


luckily  without  doing  much  damage  beyond 
bruising  my  leg  and  side,  and  getting  a  pretty 
complete  wetting — an  accident  which  did  not 
make  the  rough  walking  and  steep  rise  at  the 
finish  at  all  easier  to  negotiate. 

The  burn,  which  was  the  scene  of  these  events, 
will  for  the  future  be  regarded  with  feelings  of  the 
deepest  respect.  Hitherto,  I  had  looked  upon  it 
merely  as  a  pleasant  place  to  ramble  along  on  an 
off  day,  rod  in  hand,  where  one  was  sure  to  see  any 
quantity  of  small  and  some  few  bigger  trout,  but 
whose  greatest  attraction  was  to  be  found,  not  so 
much  in  the  fishing  as  in  the  number  of  birds, 
more  or  less  rare  in  Great  Britain,  who  made  its 
willow-fringed  banks  their  haunt.  No  doubt 
some  yeai's  of  preservation  have  at  last  begun  to 
tell  on  the  stock  of  trout,  and  the  fish  being  no 
longer  speared  or  netted  in  season  and  out  of 
season,  begin  to  repay  the  bother  and  outlay  con- 
nected with  the  difficulty  of  inducing  Hans,  Per 
and.  Ole  to  observe  the  law.  Thtmallxts. 


A  REMINISCENCE  OF  WINTER 
ROACH  FISHING. 

FiFTT-six  or  fifty-seven  years  ago  Good  Friday 
happened,  I  think,  on  Lady  Day,  Mai'ch  25,  when, 
as  a  lad,  aged  fifteen  years,  I  had  just  left  school. 

That  25th  of  March  was  my  birthday.  I 
remember  it  well,  because  a  fortnight's  keen  frost, 
such  as  this  of  the  past  week,  had  ice-bound  many^ 
of  the  rivers  and  most  of  the  ponds.  The  large 
lake  of  the  Dartford  Mills  was  frozen  over,  and  1 
skated  there  that  morning  untU  nearly  noon,, 
when  a  rapid  thaw  set  in  ;  so  I  unbuckled; 
my  skates  and  made  for  home,  meeting  on 
my  way  Jack  Ridley,  the  roach  fisherman, 
who  was  my  mentor  in  that  branch  of  the  ! 
gentle  art.  He  said :  "  Alfred,  the  frost  has 
ended ;  it  is  warmer ;  roach  will  feed ;  let  us  go 
at  once,  and  fish  for  them  in  the  creek  at 
Stringer's  Hole " — a  pool  at  the  top  end  of  a 
backwater  where  numerous  dykes  and  ditches  dis- 
charged their  waters  through  a  culvert  into  Dart- 
ford  creek,  and  where  a  young  man  named 
Stringer  was  drowned  from  a  seizure  of  cramp 
when  bathing.  In  the  backwater  or  pool  I  have 
mentioned  was  a  three-feet  rise  and  fall 
of  tide,  and  we  were  lucky  to  arrive  there 
just  as  the  ebb  began.  Owing  to  the  froat, 
worms  were  not  procurable,  and  gentles  of ; 
course,  were  equally  unobtainable,  so  we  used 
bread  paste  and  the  tails  of  boiled  shrimps,  which 
I  always  found  a  killing  bait  in  the  creek  waters. 

We  had  three  hours  of  very  nice  sport,  each  of  | 
us  taking  about  a  score  roach  and  a  brace  of 
trout ;  these,  and  some  of  the  roach,  weighing  lib. 
each. 

Ridley  brought  his  gun — an  old  flint-lock 
musket,  altered  into  a  percussion — and  on  our 
way  home,  through  the  marshes  by  the  dykes,  he 
shot  a  hare,  a  couple  of  wild  duck,  and  a  mallard. 
Thus  we  returned  with  a  mixed  bag,  of  which,  as 
my  share,  he  generously  made  me  a  birthday 
present  of  the  hare  and  mallard. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


SOME  PECULIARITIES. 


I  WOULD  not  give  twopence  for  the  angler  who 
did  not  follow  his  own  ideas  as  much  as  possible 
with  respect  to  catching  fish.  His  style  of 
angling,  like  his  style  in  writing,  should  be 
absolutely  his  own;  not  only  this,  there  is  a 
singular  pleasure  in  successfully  carrying  out 
one's  own  ideas. 

It  is  just  possible  that,  in  following  one's  own 
methods  one  may  be  called  an  "  old  fraud,"  a 
"  know  nothing,"  &c.,  and  yet,  in  spite  of  these 
forbidding  epithets,  I  have  often  known  an  "  old 
fraud  "  catch  fish  when  other  anglers  have  failed. 
There  is  a  certain  class  of  angler  who  often  proves 
how  very  ignorant  he  really  is,  by  attempting  to 
show  how  very  clever  and  knowing  he  is.  I  have 
repeatedly  witnessed  it.  Other  anglers  again 
possess  such  wonderful  skill,  unbounded  know- 
ledge and  experience  that,  when  I  have  been  in 
their  company  I  have  felt  such  very  small  potatoes 
that  I  have  been  almost  afraid  to  even  looK  at  the 
river,  much  less  venture  an  opinion.  As  stated, 
the  "  old  fraud  "  and  "  know  nothing  "  has  often 
caught  fish  when  these  gentlemen  have  signally 
failed. 
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The  fact  is,  on  these  occasions  there  has  been 
some  peculiarity  in  connection  with  the  swim,  the 
iackle,  and  bait  employed,  or  some  sudden,  un- 
accountable, and  extraordinaiy  habit  in  the  fish 
for  once  in  a  way  that  the  "  old  fraud  "  has  taken 
fuU  advantage  of  and  other  anglers  have  not.  I 
shall  mention  one  more  peculiarity  which  will  be 
more  the  nature  of  a  warning  than  otherwise, 
and  those  who  do  not  care  to  read  it  can  peruse 
the  next  article. 

In  your  rambles  should  you  see  a  row  of  anglers 
enjoying  fishing  a  match,  eager  to  catch  fish  weigh- 
ing, say,  as  little  as  an  ounce  (I  mean  fish  that  would 
grow  to  pounds),  all  I  can  say  is,  if  you  do  not 
want  to  be  thrown  into  the  river,  shut  eyes,  shut 
mouth,  shut  ears,  and  say  nothing ;  for,  so  far  as 
I  can  see,  nothing  will  ever  stop  this  useless  and 
unnecessary  slaughter  but  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

On  one  memorable  occasion  over  1000  fish 
(amongst  which  were  baby  roach,  chub,  and  dace) 
were  slaughtered  in  a  favourite  river  in  a  few 
hours,  nine-tenths  of  which,  I  have  no  doubt, 
would  eventually  find  their  way  to  the  dustbin. 
Further  comment  is  unnecessary.  A. 


THE  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 
By  an  oversight  we  omitted  to  notice  the 
exhibit  of  Mr.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  of  Twickenham, 
last  week.    This,  with  a  few  other  matters  will  be 
noticed  next  week. 


PISCATORIAL  hOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 

Ant  popular  institution  like  the  Piscatorial 
Society — which  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the 
good  old  time  of  William  IV.,  or,  to  be  more 
precise,  in  the  year  1836,  a  twelvemonth  before 
even  the  accession  to  the  throne  of  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen — must  of  necessity 
hold  a  high  position  in  the  particular  sphere  in 
which  its  operations  are  conducted.  It  speaks 
volumes  for  the  able  manner  in  which  the  society 
has  been  handled  during  so  long  a  period  as  sixty- 
three  years  to  find  that  not  only  does  it  continue 
to  flourish  in  1899,  but  to  increase  in  importance 
and  favour  as  time  roUs  on.  Such  an  interesting 
social  function  as  the  dinner  tends  greatly  to 
bring  together  those  old  friends  who,  despite 
advancing  years,  are  still  as  devoted  as  ever  to 
the  sport  of  their  youth — those  past  masters  in 
the  piscatorial  art  who  look  forward  to  these 
gatherings  with  no  little  degree  of  interest,  and 
with  the  pleasurable  anticipation,  too,  of  having 
an  opportunity  of  fighting  o'er  again,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  younger  generation  of  anglers,  their 
battles  with  monster  salmon  or  big  trout  in  the  days 
which  are  gone  beyond  recall.  But  the  Piscatorial 
goes  a  step  further  than  any  other  angling 
fraternity  in  that  it  invites  the  fair  sex  to  share 
its  hospitality,  realising  to  the  full  the  additional 
brilliancy,  charm,  and  lustre  the  presence  of  ladies 
gives  to  their  annual  banquets.  Monday  evening 
saw  congregated  in  the  Grand  Venetian  Salon  of 
the  Holbom  Restaurant  a  right  goodly  company  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  to  the  number  of  over  130. 
Under  the  Chairmanship  of  Mr.  Chas.  Butler, 
and  with  Mr.  W.  Thomas  in  the  vice-chair 
(assisted  as  they  were  by  Stewards  so  competent 
asMetSfS,  Robt.  C.  Blundell,  H.Neville  Oamp- 
bell,  Regd.  E.  Booker,  Frank  "Ward,  and  H. 
Harden),  the  proceedings  from  first  to  last  were 
of  the  most  enjoyable  character.  One  thing,  and 
one  only,  marred  somewhat  the  unqualified  success 
of  the  evening,  and  that  was  the  enforced  absence  of 
Mr.  Edward  Foreman,  the  society's  hon.  treasurer. 
For  weeks  past  this  gentleman  (than  whom  no  one 
is  held  in  higher  esteem  by  the  whole  body  of  mem- 
bers) has  been  confined  to  the  house  by  illness, 
and  although  it  was  almost  confidently  hoped  and 
anticipated  that  he  would  take  his  accustomed 
place  at  the  festive  board,  yet  at  the  last  moment 
a  veto  was  put  upon  his  participating  in  the 
festivities  by  his  medical  adviser  to  the  unfeigned 
regret  of  himsielf  and  the  veiy  keen  disappoint- 
ment of  hh  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 
The  menu  discussed  was  worthy  of  the  bast 
traditions  of  the  Holbom.  Indeed,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Harap  (himself  an  old  Piscatorial,  by  the  way) 
surpassed,  in  the  opinion  of  those  competent 
to  jadge,  all  his  previous  efforts  in  the  direction 
ot  providing  a  really  admirable  dinner. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  repast 

Th«  Cbaibmak  gave  the  toast   of    "  The 


Queen,"  remarking  that  there  was  no  body  of 
men  more  loyal  to  Her  Majesty  than  anglers. 
(Applause.)  The  toast  was  drunk  with  en- 
thusiasm. 

The  Chaikman  then  gave  "  The  Piscatorial 
Society."  He  said Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — The 
first  toast  which  I  have  to  propose  to  you  this  even- 
ing is  that  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  (Applause.) 
In  other  words,  "  ourselves."  To  me  personally  it 
is  a  very  great  privilege  to  have  the  honour  of 
proposing  this  toast,  as  I  believe  we  stand  in  the 
proud  position  of  being  second  to  none  as  regards 
any  other  angling  society  in  this  country,  and 
probably  in  any  other.    (Applause.)    From  the 
annual  report  which  has  just  been  issued,  you 
wiU  have  seen  that  the  society,  I  think  I  may 
fairly  claim,  is  in  a  substantial  condition.  We 
have  a  balance  at  our  bankers — at  least,  I  should 
say  a  balance  on  the  balance-sheet  on  the  right 
side,  and  we   have  a    "  plum "    also  at  the 
bank,  designated  a  reserve  fund.    This  is  strictly 
preserved,  and  is  labelled  "Not  to  be  touched" 
or  even  looked  at  by  any  designing  member. 
(Applause.)  Now,  it  is  well  known  to  most  anglers 
that  the  past  season  was  one  of  very  indifferent 
sport — (hear,  hear) — but  every  one  is  anxiously 
looking  forward  for  better  luck  during  the  fishing 
year  which  is  coming.    (Hear,  hear.)    The  Pisca- 
torial Society  has  lately  acquired  the  lease  of 
some  new  water  at  Uxbridge,  on  the  river  Colne, 
which,  we  are  told  by  those  gentlemen  who  have 
practically  tested  it,  wiU  prove  a  very  gi-eat 
acquisition  to  the  society,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  will  turn  out  to  be  all  that  can  be  desired 
as  what  is  termed  a  coarse  fishing  water.    In  this 
connection  I  may  say  that  the  best  thanks  of  the 
members  are   especially  due  to  Messrs.  R.  0. 
Blundell  and  E.  Foreman  for  their  untiring  efforts 
to  secure  this  water  on  behalf  of  the  society. 
(Applause.)    As  a  fly  water  we  have  not,  up  to 
the  present,  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  its 
value  ;  but  before  many  days  are  over  it  will  be 
put  to  the  test  by  those  well  qualified  to  pronounce 
an  opinion  upon  its  merits,  and  I  hope  that  our 
new  committee,  full  of  energy,  and  comprising 
many  gentlemen  who  are  expert  anglers,  will  see 
their  way  during  the  year  to  re-stock  the  water 
with   good   trout    for  the  benefit  of   the  fly 
fishers  within   our  ranks.     (Applause.)  This 
gathering,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  is,  I  think  I  am 
right  in  saying,  our  sixty-third  annual  dinner, 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  the 
society  is  growing  in  prestige  as  its  age  goes  on. 
(Hear,  hear.)    I  feel  sure,  too,  that  every  member 
will  exercise  the  same  strict  caution  in  the  elec- 
tion of  new  members  to  its  folds  that  he  has  ever 
done,  and  that  we  shall  continue  to  increase  in 
numbers  and  influence.     The  objects  of  the 
society,  I  believe,  are  the  cultivation  of  the  art  of 
fishing,  together  with  the  dissemination  of  the 
knowledge  of  fish  culture,  and  I  think,  with  those 
aims  in  view,  we  need  not  fear  but  that  progress 
will  attend  us  and  prosperity  also.    I  give  you 
"  The  Piscatorial  Society ; "  long  may  it  flourish. 
(Applause.) 
The  toast  was  warmly  received. 
The  Chairman  :  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  have 
now  a  very  pleasing  duty  to  perform,  and  that  is 
to  present  the  challenge  cups  to  the  winners 
during  the  past  year.    Those  cups  are,  first  of 
all,  the  "  Twenty-one  Guinea  Private  Challenge 
Cup,"  which  has  been  carried  off  by  Dr.  P.  D. 
Head.    (Applause.)    I  am  sure  that  every  member 
of  the  society  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that 
no  worthier  member  could  have  secured  the  hand- 
some trophy.    (Applause.)    The  next  cup  is  the 
"  Hamar  Cup,"  won   by  Mr.   Harry  Wilson, 
and  I  regret  very  much  to  say  that  as  that 
gentleman  resigned    the  society    at   the  end 
of  the  year,  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  being 
able  to  hand  him  the  vase.    The  next  cup  is 
the  Brunton  "  Grayling  Cup,"  which  has  been 
won  by  our  dear  and  respected  friend,  Mr.  H. 
Harden.    (Applause.)    I  must  tell  you,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  that  this  cup  has  been  won  outright 
by  Mr.  Harden,  that  is  to  say,  it  has  been  won 
three  times  by  the  member  named.    It  is  well 
known  to  every  member  of  the  Society  that  who- 
ever attempted  to  take  it  from  Mr.  Harden  would 
have  found  him  a  "  hard  'un  "  to  beat.    (Oh,  oh, 
and  laughter.)    Then  there  is  the  "  Booker  Cup," 
won  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Gomm,  who  is  well  known 
amongst  anglers  as  one  of  the  best  Thames  trout 
fishermen.    I  think  he  is  the  most  successful  of 
almost  any  man  who  has  fished  the  Thames,  and 


I  regret  very  much  that  he  is  suffering  from 
influenza,  and  is  unable  to  be  present  with  us  this 
evening  to  receive  the  reward  of  his  skill. 

The  cups  were  then  handed  to  Dr.  Head  and 
Mr.  H.  Harden  amid  manifestations  of  pleasure 
on  the  part  of  the  company. 

Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson  gave  the  "  Press." 
He  said  :  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, — 
There  is  no  one  more  than  myself  regrets  Mr. 
Fred  Russell's  engagement  at  the  Alhambra 
(referring  to  that  artiste's  apology  for  responding 
to  an  encore  for  a  capital  ventriloquial  sketch). 
He  would  have  given  me  a  further  five  minutes 
to  have  prepared  a  speech   to  deliver  to  you 
this  evening.    Now  I  made  some  very  careful 
notes,  amounting  to  fifteen  and  a  half  pages  of 
foolscap  on  the  subject  of  my  toast,  that  of  the 
"  Press."    I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  owing  to 
a  momentary  absence  of  mind  I  forgot  to  bring 
my  "  groundbait."     Therefore,  I  appear  before 
you  having  prepared  not'iing,  and  trusting  only 
to  my  slight  memoi-y  of  the  Press  to  place  before 
you  one  of  the  leading  toasts  of  the  evening.  I 
say  it  is  an  all-important  toast,  because  what 
would  the  Piscatorial  Society  do  without  the 
Press  ?    We  have  had  sixty-three  years  of  life, 
and  during  that  long  period  we  have  had  the 
Press  always  supporting  us.    Everything  we  have 
done  in  this  society  has  been  chronicled  in  the 
Press.    If  Mr.  Jones  shows  a  looz.  roach,  it  is 
recorded  in  the  Press ;  if  Mr.  Robinson  catches  a 
281b.  salmon,  it  is  chronicled  in  the  Press,  and 
the  position  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  which  the 
chairman  has  remarked  is  the  leading  society  in 
England,  is  entirely  due,  in  my  opinion,  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Press  has  supported  us. 
Now,  you  will  excuse  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  for 
making  a  very  short  spee3h,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  I  can  hardly  speak,  physically.    Tnis  is  due 
wholly  to  the  fact  of  the  prevailing  epidemic — not 
that  I  have  had  the  prevailing  epidemic — but  I 
have  experienced  so  many  vicissitudes  of  heat  and 
cold  during  the  past  three  or  four  weeks,  that  I 
have  acquired  a  very  fine  bronchitis  "  on  my  own." 
The  thing  that  troubled  me  in  preparing  my 
speech  for  the  Press,  was  to  know  who  was  going 
to  reply  to  the  toast.    For  many  years  we  had 
here,  on  one  side  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  Mr.  W. 
Senior,  representing  the  Field,  on  the  other. 
Neither  of  them  are  with  us  to-night ;  but  we 
have    present    amongst    us  the  sub-editor  of 
Land   and    Water,  Mr.  Cavanagh.  (Applause.) 
It  does  not  require  many   words  on  my  part 
to  recommend  Land  and  Water  to  your  notice. 
It  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  spoi-ting  journals. 
It  was  started  by  a  member  of  this  society — ■ 
the  late  Frank  Buckland — and  any  paper  that 
had  any  connection  with   that  hard  working 
enthusiast  requires  no  words  of  recommendation 
on  my  part.     I  would  draw  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  during  the  past  six  months  a  very 
valuable  memorial  has  been  prepared,  which  was 
presented  last  week  to  the  Privy  Council,  praying 
that  the  museum  inaugurated  by  this  hard  work- 
ing enthusiast  should  be  preserved  for  the  nation 
— (applause) — and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  that 
memorial  has  been  signed  by  some  of  the  most 
influential  men  in  the  country.    I  will  not  detain 
you  longer  except  to  ask  you  to  drink  the  toast  of 
the   "  Press,"  coupled  with  the  name  of  Mr. 
Cavanagh,  the  sub-editor  of  Land  and  Water. 
The  toast  was  duly  honoured. 
Mr.  H.  Cavanagh  in  reply,  said :  I  do  not 
suppose  that  there  is  a  colleague  of  mine  here  to- 
night but  would  be  proud  to  be  in  my  position, 
and  to  reply  for  the  Press,  and  I  cannot  say  that 
I  would  not  be  very  glad  to  give  up  the  honoui- 
to  someone  else.    Dr.  Patterson  has  put  me 
in  somewhat  of  a  "  hole,"  and  I  hardly  know  how 
to  respond.    He  has  made  his  cast,  and  has  not 
caused  very  much  of  a  flutter.    I  am  below  the 
surface,  and  have  taken  the  fly  because  I  simply 
had  to  do  so.    But  I  will  say  this  :  That,  as  far  as 
I  know  as  i-epresenting  Frank  Buckland's  paper, 
the  Piscatorial  Society  is  one  of  the  best  societies 
I  have  ever  met  with  in  my  life.    I  hope  it  may 
long  continue  so.    Now,  as  regards  the  memorial, 
to  which  Dr.  Patterson  alluded  just  now,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Buckland  collection  at  the  South 
Kensington  Museum,  we  have  backed  it  up  as  far 
as  we  possibly  can,   we — Land   and    Water  — 
are  prepared  to  continue  to  support   it  right 
through  to  the  end.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown  proposed  the*' Visitors 
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and  the  Ladies."  He  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  Mr. 
Vice-chairman.  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, — We 
anglers,  I  think,  are  generally  looked  upon  by 
the  public  at  large  as  a  sort  of  solitary  sparrow 
on  the  house  top,  but  I  assure  you  that  we  are 
naturally  gregarious,  except  perhaps  when  we  are 
fishing,  and  then  we  like  the  whole  stretch  of 
water  to  ourselves,  not  selfishly,  but  for  the  sake 
of  sport.  Yet  we  are  never  happier  than  when 
we  have  the  privilege  and  the  pleasure  of  asking 
visitors  to  meet  us  at  the  festive  board.  (Hear, 
hear )  We  are  always  exceedingly  delighted  to 
see  our  brother  "sports,"  and  more  than  delighted 
when  they  are  ably  supported  by  their  sweet- 
hearts and  their  wives.  (Applause).  I  have  heard 
it  suggested  that  we  offer  a  little  hospitality 
to  the  ladies  as  some  return  for  their  good 
nature  in  permitting  their  "  hubbies  "  and  sweet- 
hearts to  go  angling.  I  scorn  the  idea  (Laughter.) 
We  would  never  consider  it  possible  in  one 
evening's  entertainment,  to  make  an  adequate 
return  to  the  ladies  for  their  undoubted  good 


get  up  early  in  the  moining  to  have  breakfast 
ready  and  in  time,  so  that  pa  shan't  lose  his  train 
(Laughter.)  It's  awfully  kind  of  them.  I  have 
noticed  when  down  at  Newbury— a  place  some  of 
you  know — how  beautiful  it  is  to  see  all  the  ladies 
at  work  making  every  effort  so  that  we  should 
have  our  breakfast  at  eight  o'clock.  (More 
laughter.)  I  say  this  with  an  object.  I  am  going 
fishing  there  probably  this  Easter,  and  think  it 
perhaps  as  well  to  mention  the  fact  that  we 
always  do  get  our  breakfast  at  eight  o'clock.  Now 
I  would  only  ask  you  now  to  join  me  in  heartily 
drinking  to  the  health  of  our  visitors,  both  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  wishing  the  single  married 
the  married  happy,  and  aU  gentlemen  the 
greatest  happiness  I  can  wish  them — to  become 
members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  (Applause.) 

Capt.  a.  H.  Thorpe,  in  replying  for  the 
ladies,  said  :  "  As  the  last  bachelor  who  has  had 
the  pleasure  of  joining  the  society  it  devolves 
upon  me  to  respond  on  behalf  of  the  fair  sex 
I  am  only  very  sorry  I  was  not  aware  that  as  a 
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nature,  that  lasts  all  the  year  round.  (Laughter.) 
But,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  think  that  the  favours 
are  all  on  one  side.  I  was  out  the  other  day,  and 
1  happened  to  meet  a  bright,  nice,  sharp  little 
fellow,  and  I  said  to  him,  "  Good-day,  Tommy. 
Father  coming  up  to  the  society  to-night  P  "  He 
replied,  "  I  hope  so."  I  said,  "  Father  better  P  " 
Reply,  "  I  think  so."  "  You  hope  father  will 
come,  eh  ?  "  "  Yes,"  said  the  boy ;  "  I  do  hope 
so."  This  was  very  good-natured  of  Tommy. 
But  he  added,  "  When  pa's  away  me  and 
ma  and  the  girls  do  have  a  spree."  (Laugh- 
ter.) So  I  really  think  that  the  Piscatorial 
Society  has,  as  it  were,  something  to  ask 
from  the  ladies  for  the  privilege  they  confer 
upon  them  by  taking  pa  out.  (More  laughter.) 
It  does  pa  a  lot  of  good  to  go  out  for  a  day,  or  to 
come  up  to  the  society  for  an  evening.  Then, 
ii^ain  I  say  it  is  a  beautiful  sight  for  those  old 
friends  who  are  married  (lucky  dogs)  to  see  ma 


bachelor  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  answer  for 
the  ladies,  otherwise  I  might  have  an-anged  that 
I  should  have  been  here  as  a  Benedict.  (Laughter.) 
That,  however,  remains  to  be  seen.  I  feel 
I  am  perfectly  inadequate  to  the  task  set  before 
me.  It  would  have  been  much  better,  in  fact, 
if  you  had  asked  some  lady  to  have  spoken,  but  a 
friend  tells  me  they  are  all  '■  dumb  belles." 
(Laughter )  I  am,  however,  confident  of  this — 
that  we  are  most  pleased  to  see  them  here  to- 
night, and  I  am  equally  certain  that,  on  behalf  of 
all  the  ladies,  I  may  say  that  they,  too,  are 
gratified  to  be  present  at  the  annual  dinner.  I 
may  add,  that  should  you  have  more  dinners  of  a 
similar  nature,  they  will  be  delighted  to  come  yet 
again.  (Applause.)  Some  one  said  that  they 
thought  it  would  be  very  nice  if,  in  the  summer, 
we  had  some  picnics  to  which  ladies  were  invited. 
I  am  sure  that  would  be  a  success,  at  least,  I  may 
say  so  on  behalf  of  the  ladies.    1  thank  you  very 


night,  Mr.  Chairman, 
men,  I  regret  to  say 
been  submitted  to 


heartily,  on  their  part,  for  the  vei-y  kind  way  in 
which  you  have  drupk  their  healths,  and  for  the 
most  pleasant  evening  we  have  all  spent  here  to- 
night. (Applause.) 

Mr.  Geo.  Campbell  replied  for  the  visitors. 
He  said :  I  suppose  the  distinction  which  h?^ 
been  conferred  upon  me  arises  from  the  fact  that 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  the  hospi- 
tality of  the  most  hospitable  society  it  is  possible 
to  meet  with  for  many  years.  We  have  had  a 
delightful  evening,  as  we  invariably  do  have 
whenever  I  have  been  privileged  to  attend  your 
entertainments,  and  on  the  part  of  the  visitors  I 
thank  you  for  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
treated  us.  (Applause.) 

The  Vice-Chaibman  (Mr.  W.  Thomas)  sub- 
mitted the  health  of  the  Chairman.    He  said: 
Every    gentleman    who    has    the    honour  of 
proposing  a  toast  to  such  a  gathering  as  this 
flatters  himself   that   the   toast   intrusted  to 
him  is  the  most  important  one  of  the  evening. 
I  do  not  claim  that  myself  to-night,  because 
I  consider  that  the  toast  given  by  the  Chair- 
man, that  of  the  "  Piscatorial  Society  "  stands 
first  and    foremost.     Next  to  that  must,  of 
necessity,  be  that  of  "  The  Ladies."     But  to- 
and  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
that  that  toast  has  not 
you  by  the  proper  person 
upon  an  occasion  like  the  present.     We  all 
know    the    elocutional    abilities,    genial  and 
kindly  feeling  with  which  Mr.  Horace  Brown  is 
capable  .of  undertaking  any  important  duty ;  but 
I  think  that  a  bachelor  has  no  right  to  propose 
"  The  Ladies."    (Laughter  and  "  Question.")  He 
knows  nothing  whatever  about  them  —  (more 
laughter  and  "  Oh  !  ") — and  is  thoroughly  un- 
acquainted with  the  best  part  of  their  natm-e  and 
their  loving  disposition — (roars  of  laughter) — 
having  gone  so  many  years  without  knowing  the 
faces  and  features  of  these  delightful  specimens  of 
humanity,  who  form  part  and  parcel  of  om-selves, 
and  mould  us  to  be  kinder,  gentler,  and  more 
amiable.    I  demur  altogether  to  the  view  that  a 
bachelor  should  be  intrusted  with  such  a  toast, 
and  I  hope  Mr.  Horace  Brown  will  never  be  asked 
to  do  it  again — (laughter  ) — at  least  not  until,  on 
some  future  occasion,  when  he  has  mended  his 
ways  and  improved  his  position.    Then  he  will 
have  acquired  a  certain  amount  of  respect,  and 
we  will  listen  to  him  with  indulgence.    But  he 
must  even  then  make  up  a  lot  of  leeway  before 
he  can  be  considered  capable  of  speaking  to 
married   men  like  myself.     (Loud  laughter.) 
Our  chairman  has  told  us  that  this  is  th©  sixty- 
third  annual  dinner  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  I 
was  very  young  at  that  time.    I  don't  remember 
so  long  ago  as  that.    (Laughter.)    At  the  same 
time  I  do  think  that  the  success  the  socieiy 
has  met  with  and  the  progress  it  has  made 
are  very  important.     Our  chairman  had  also 
said  that  the  object  of  the  society  is  to  prac- 
tise the  gentle  art  and  also  to  develope  the 
science  of  pisciculture — and  we  do  all  that.  But 
my  toast  is  a  very  important  one,  inasmuch  as  I 
have  to  offer  to  you  a  sentiment  which  I  am  sure 
will  be  well  received  by  all  present — that  of  your 
chairman.     (Applause.)    The  committee  must 
have  exercised  themselves  very  seriously  to  find  a 
gentleman  capable  of  carrying  on  the  reputation 
of  those  who  have  presided  at  these  annual 
gatherings  when  ladies  have  been  present.  At 
ordinary  meetings  it  is  the  cultivation  of  the 
gentle  art  that  is  in  question,  but  when  we  have 
the  fair  sex  with  us,  as  we  have  to-night,  our  aim 
and  object  is  to  acknowledge  the  friendship  and 
bear  witness  to  the  happiness  which  ladies  can 
bestow  upon  us  by  permitting  us  to  fish  twelve 
months  in  the  year  without  any  grievance  on  their 
part — not,  like  our  brother  Brown  said,  that  they 
must  get  up  and  get  our  breakfasts  ready  by 
eight    o'clock    like  slaves.    (Laughter).    I  am 
perfectly  sure  that  the  committee  could  not 
possibly  have  selected  a  more  genial  gentleman, 
and  a  better  angler,  or  a  man  who  carried  out  the 
ideal  of  Izaak  Walton  as  a  piscator,  a  gentleman 
in  feeling,  sentiment,  and  kindliness  of  disposition, 
than  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Butler.  (Applause). 
Owing  to  the  decorations  in  front  of  me  on  the 
table,  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  much  of  his  face 
during  the  evening.    I  wish  they  were  cast  to  the 
winds  or  burnt,  so  that  I  might  get  a  good  sight 
of  him.    However,  I  am  sure  that  so  long  as  the 
committee  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  are  able  to 
select  so  worthy  a  representative  and  brother 
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angler  to  preside  here,  the  annual  dinners  wUl  be 
a  success.  (Applause). 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

The  Chairman,  replying,  said :  I  thank  you, 
Mr.  Vice-chairman,  for  the  very  kind  and  cordial 
manner  in  which  you  have  proposed  my  health.  I 
am  not  vain  enough  to  think  that  I  deserve  all 
the  good  things  you  have  said  about  me,  but 
there  is  one  thing  that  I  feel  I  can  say,  that  is, 
that  I  have  an  interest  in  the  Piscatorial  Society 
— (applause! — and  as  far  as  my  ability  goes  I  will 
do  my  best  to  advance  its  well  being.  I  under- 
stand that  my  friend  Horace  Brown  has  a 
grievance — (Mr.  Horace  Brown  :  Tes) — and  I 
hope  you  will  listen  to  him  after  I  have  done.  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  proposing  a  toast,  which 
is  second  to  none  which  have  been  offered,  and 
that  is  the  health  of  our  worthy  Yice-chau-man. 
I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  he  has  well 
filled  the  vice-chair  to-night.  (Applause.)  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr.  Thomas  for 
some  twenty  years  or  more.  I  have  always  found 
him  a  genial  fellow,  a  good  companion,  and  a 
thorough  sportsman — (applause) — a  man  worthy 
to  be  a  member  of  our  society.  I  have  only  one 
regret,  and  that  is  that  we  do  not  see  him  often 
enough,  because  my  experience  of  our  worthy 
vice-chairman  is  that  the  more  you  know  of  him 
the  better  you  Uke  him.  (Applause.)  I  am  sure 
I  express  the  seatitnenta  of  every  metnbsr  of 
this  society  when  I  say  that  we  should  like  to  see 
him  more  frequently  at  our  weekly  meetings. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  has  spoken  to-night  of  the 
ladies  in  a  very  nice  manner  indeed,  and  I  am 
sure  that  his  worthy  partner  would  not  object  to 
him  coming  more  amongst  us,  so  that  we  might 
have  the  benefit  of  his  practical  experience  and 
his  good  fellowship.  I  have  met  him  on  various 
occasions  at  another  society  to  which  I  belong, 
and  of  which  he  is  also  a  member,  and  I  can 
assure  you  that  he  is  always  received  there  with 
the  same  good  feeling  as  he  has  been  welcomed 
here  to-night  as  your  vice-chairman.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown  said :  Ladies, — I  feel 
that  I  really  must  apologise  for  a  fellow,  clubman 
for  making  such  an  attack  upon  you  to-night. 
It  is  not  my  fault,  i Laughter.)  My  heart  has 
been  broken  very  frequently,  I  assure  you.  (More 
laughter.)  I  am  afraid  that  perhaps  I  made  one 
little  mistake  in  proposing  the  toast,  and  that 
was  when  I  said  that  sometimes  the  ladies  were 
glad  to  get  irritable  men  out  of  the  house  on  any 
excuse  whatever.  That  is  where  the  shoe  pinched 
— (laughter) — and  if  Mr.  Thomas  will  ask  his 
wife  if  it  is  so  or  not,  he  will  cease  to  be  "  doubting 
Thomas."    (Great  laughter.) 

The  Vice-Chaieman  :  Time  is  ever  on  the 
wing,  and  the  time  of  the  most  delightful  evening 
like  this  has  been,  must  come  to  an  end,  so  I  rise 
at  once  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  kind 
way  in  which  you  have  proposed  the  health  of  the 
vice-chairman.  It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to 
me  to  occupy  this  chair,  and  I  will  also  say  that 
all  I  can  do  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  shall  be  done.  I  cannot 
attend  your  weekly  meetings  as  often  as  I  should 
like.  I  can,  however,  tell  our  friend  Brown — 
Brown  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  and  bachelor 
(laughter) — that  if  he  had  such  a  genial  wife  as  I 
have,  and  such  genial  wives  as  we  all  have  who 
are  married  (and  as  we  hope,  too,  he  will  himself 
some  day  have;,  the  shoe  will  not  pinch  at  all,  for 
he  will  have  perfect  freedom  and  liberty  such  as 
he  has  never  experienced  as  a  bachelor.  (Loud 
laughter.) 

The  CffAiRMAN,  before  closing  the  gathering, 
said;  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — There  is  one  matter 
I  should  like  to  speak  of  before  we  part,  and  that 
is  the  regret  of  every  member  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  at  the  absence  of  our  dear  old  friend  Mr. 
Edward  Foreman,  our  hon.  treasurer.  (Applause.) 
I  am  sure  each  and  every  one  of  us  is  exceedingly 
disappointed  that  he  is  unable  to  be  with  us  to- 
night through  illness.  I  look  upon  him  as  one  of 
the  pillars  of  the  society — (hear,  hear) — and  one 
of  our  dearest  and  most  respected  members.  No 
more  genial  gentleman  ever  existed  or  was  ever 
one  of  our  meml^ers  than  our  old  friend  Mr. 
Edward  Foreman,  and  I  am  sure  that  I  voice 
the  sentiments  of  all  present  when  I  say  that  our 
sympathy  is  with  him,  and  that  we  hope  that 
'  before  long  he  will  be  amongst  us  again,  restored 
j  to  full  health  and  vigour.  (Loud  applause). 
I  "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  led  off  by  Dr.  Brunton, 
wrought  a  most  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. 


It  may  be  added  that  during  intervals  between 
the  toasts  an  admirable  selection  of  music,  &c., 
was  given  by  the  following  well-known  artiaies, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Collings  acting  as  accompanist :  Miss 
Edith  Sexton,  Miss  Emily  Foxcroft,  Mr.  Dyved 
Lewys,  Mr.  R.  A.  Roberts  (musical  sketch),  and 
Mr.  Fred  Russell  (ventriloquist).  The  grand 
piano  was  kindly  lent  by  Messrs.  Maple  and  Co. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society  was  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel, 
Kingston,  on  Monday,  Mr.  A.  W.  Homersham, 
J.P.,  in  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cate  being  in  the 
vice-chair.  About  fifty  members  and  friends  were 
present,  including  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  (Henley  and 
District  Preservation  Association),  Mr.  W.  A. 
Smelt,  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  Offer,  Mr. 
Percival  Turner,  Mr.  F.  Littlewood,  Mr.  Sinibaldi, 
sen.,  Mr.  T.  Baxter,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  (Fishing 
Gazette),  Mr.  W.  Evans,  Mr,  A.  Drinkwater,  and 
Mr.  M.  Enright. 

The  Chairman  read  telegrams  regretting 
absence  from  Mr.  G.  D.  Deuchar,  Mr.  Arthur 
Matthews,  and  Mr.  Malins. 

After  the  loyal  toast,  "  The  Kingston  Pisca- 
torial Society,  coupled  with  the  health  of  the 
President,"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Cate 
(vice-chair),  he  said  that  the  K.P.S.  had  jumped 
into  the  foremost  rank  of  angling  societies.  They 
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had  about  100  members,  and  that  they  were  keen 
and  skilful  anglers  there  was  every  evidence  by  the 
fish  which  were  shown  in  the  room.  The  members 
travelled  to  remote  parts  of  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
even  to  the  Orkney  Isles,  in  search  of  sport, 
whilst  others  have  been  content  with  the  Thames 
and  the  Broads.  They  had  caught  pike  of  241b., 
and  bream  of  81b.  9oz.,  which  was  an  unparalleled 
size.  They  were  not  content  with  taking  fish  out 
of  the  river,  but  were  strongly  identified  with  the 
Thames  Re-stocking  Association,  which  was 
founded  by  their  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Amphlett.  They 
had  a  worthy  president,  who  was  always  willing 
to  do  all  he  could  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
society.  He  was  a  gentleman  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  word.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  meet  him  at 
their  meetings,  and  he  deeply  regretted  to  hear  of 
the  illness  of  Mrs.  Homersham — (hear,  hear) — for 
it  was  mainly  owing  to  that  that  their  president 
had  not  of  late  been  able  to  follow  his  sport 
among  the  fish ;  but  they  all  hoped  for  better 
things  for  him  in  that  respect,  and  that  his  wife 
would  soon  be  restored  to  health.  Might  the 
club  and  its  president  long  flourish. 

The  toast  was  accorded  musical  honours,  and 
Mr.  A.  W.  Homersham,  in  replying,  said  he 
should  like  to  see  the  membership  of  the  society 
increased  to  2o0,  and  if  every  individual  member 
would  help  this  could  be  achieved.  Each  member 
should,  before  the  next  annual  meeting,  introduce 
a  new  member.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  congratulated 
the  club  upon  its  specimen  fish,  especially  Mr. 


Hayer,  Mr.  Sinibaldi,  and  Mr.  Gunn.  If  they 
could  not  get  to  Timbuctoo  to  fish  they  must  he 
satisfied  with  the  Thames.  (Mr.  Arthur :  "  A 
very  good  river,  too.")  The  Thames  and  the 
Broads  wanted  a  lot  of  beating.  It  was  his 
hunting  ground.  It  was  where  he  obtained  most 
rest  after  hard  work ;  and  his  wife  generally 
accompanied  him  on  these  trips,  and  also  fished, 
for  she  was  a  most  ardent  angler — (hear,  hearj — 
and  they  had  had  many  a  good  day's  fishing. 
He  would  like  to  see  the  members  attend  well 
on  "  show  days,"  that  was  when  fish  were 
weighed-in  on  competition  days.  He  hoped  that 
the  club  would  continue  to  flourish,  and  that  it 
might  always  be  known  in  this  little  Britain  of 
ours  for  many  years  to  come.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  T.  Ltne  then  proposed  "  Kindred  Societies 
and  Visitors."  He  said,  he  natiirally  felt  a  great 
interest  in  this  toast,  for  the  cementing  of  good 
social  amity  amongst  anglers  was  an  important 
point.  Their  visitors  belonged  to  other  angling 
societies.  He  was  glad  to  see  Mr.  M.  Enright 
present,  also  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  whose  splendid 
record  amongst  Thames  trout  must  be  a  source 
of  great  gratification  to  him.  They  had  also  Mr. 
G.  H.  Howard  present.  They  were  glad  to 
know  "  Dragnet,"^for  he  was  recognised  through- 
out the  angling  world  as  the  angler's  guide, 
philosopher,  and  friend.  Therefore,  they  welcomed 
him  with  heartiness.  They  kept  only  one  brand 
of  welcome,  and  that  was  the  very  best,  and  he 
would  ask  him  to  kindly  respond. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  in  responding,  addressed 
them  as  "  My  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury," 
and  said  he  appeared  on  behalf  of  his  client,  and 
.was  there  to  obtain  damages  for  the  loss  his  friend 
had  sustained.  He  begged  pardon,  but  was  slightly 
mixed;  having  just  been  cabined  in  the  jury  box 
at  the  Law  Courts  for  seven  hours,  and  he  had 
told  the  judge  just  what  he  thought  of  the  case, 
and  asked  him  to  settle  it  quickly,  as  he  had  to 
get  away  to  the  K.P.S.  annual  dinner.  While 
counsel  were  arguing,  he  had  written  down  some- 
thing about  kindred  societies,  but  had  left  his 
note-book  in  the  jury  box.  (Laughter.)  He  was 
glad  to  meet  the  members  of  the  K.P.S.  and  to 
hear  friend  Lyne  propose  that  toast,  for  it  was 
more  in  his  line.  If  they  put  their  shoulder  to 
the  wheel  they  would  soon  have  one  of  the  best 
societies  in  the  world.  They  had  eleven  angling 
functions  fixed  for  that  night,  but,  nevertheless, 
he  had  cOme  to  Kingston  in  a  blinding  snowstorm. 
But  someone  had  said,  "  one  touch  of  nature 
makes  the  whole  world  akin,"  he  believed  it  was 
his  old  friend  Charles  Dickens.  (Laughter.) 
Perhaps  he  was  thinking  of  kindred  societies. 
(Laughter).  He  echoed  the  sentiments  of  the  other 
visitors  when  he  said  that  they  had  been  heartily 
invited,  warmly  welcomed,  and  splendidly  enter- 
tained. He  hoped  the  society  would  long  live,  and 
try  and  increase  its  sphere  of  infliience.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  hoped  to  be  invited  again  next  year  or 
there  would  be  a  row.  In  conclusion  he  said, 
"  The  K.P.S.  is  alive.  Keep  it  alive  and  thou 
shalt  live."    (Laughter  and  Cheers.) 

Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  who  was  also  called  upon  to 
respond,  said  he  was  most  pleased  to  be  present. 
He  had  bargained  with  Mr.  Amphlett  to  be  left 
off  the  toast  Hst,  but  the  chaii-man  had  succeeded 
in  getting  him  on  his  legs.  The  work  of  the 
Henley  Association  was  not  at  all  easy,  through 
the  lack  of  interest  amongst  anglers ;  but  he  was 
gratified  to  announce  that  he  had  lately  received 
donations  that  had  not  been  definitely  asked  for. 
He  appreciated  that,  for  the  principle  which 
prompted  those  clubs  to  give  towards  his  associa- 
tion was  a  very  honourable  one.  If  only  one  half 
of  the  great  angling  societies  were  to  give 
a  little,  much  good  re-stocking  work  might 
be  done  in  a  quiet  way,  which  would  take 
a  deal  of  beating.  Every  penny  was  spent  in 
re-stocking  and  preservation  work,  and  he  hoped 
that  what  had  been  accomplished  was  only  an 
instalment.  If  any  of  those  present  wished  to  go 
to  Henley  for  a  Thames  trout,  and  if  he  (Mr. 
Hobbs)  knew  of  one,  he  would  be  only  too  pleased 
to  put  them  on  to  it.  He  could,  of  course,  not 
guarantee  that  they  would  catch  a  fish,  but  he 
would  show  them  one.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  must 
go  early  in  the  season,  as  in  the  later  months  they 
were  not  blessed  with  a  good  water  supply,  and 
^he  stream  became  vei'y  slack  except  at  the 
weirs. 

The  Chairman  then  proposed  "The  Prize 
Winners."   They  had  an  excellent  list  of  prizes, 
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and  he  took  that  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
donors.  He  congratulated  the  winners.  They 
liad  probably  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  before 
they  secured  a  specimen.  They  only  gave  prizes 
for  specimen  fish — (hear,  hear) — and  the  mem- 
ers  had,  doubtless,  caught  many  other  fish 
esides  those  which  had  won  their  prizes.  He 
felt  sorry  that  he  did  not  figure  in  the  prize  list, 
and  that  his  silver  cup  had  not  been  won.  He 
had  two  taken  last  year.  One  was  won,  and  the 
other  was  stolen.  (Laughter.)  He  should  offer 
the  cup  again,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  taken 
during  the  coming  season. 

The  prizes  were  then  distributed,  the  following 
being  for  specimen  fish  ; 


Silver  Challenge  Cup,  Mr.  M.  Gunn. 


Weight. 

Description. 

Name. 

lb. 

oz. 

Thames  Trout 

G.  Sinibaldi  . 

7 

6 

P.  Armfelt  . 

6 

4 

Barbel  

M.  Gunn 

9 

11 

P.  H.  Amphlett 

8 

1 

M.  Gunn 

15 

15i 

Boaoh  (Silver  Cup) .  . 
II 

P.  H.  Amphlett 

1 

15J 

P.  J.  Girling  ... 

1 

12i 

Bream  ... 

D.  Hayer 

8 

9 

H.  E.  Lukyn  . 

4 

6 

Tench  ." 

D.  Hayer 

4 

9 

H.  P.  HUl 

2 

3 

Brook  Trout  ... 

3 

0 

Chub  . 

p.  Armfelt  '. 

4 

12 

Perch 

M.  Gunn 

1 

5f 

II 

P.  Littlewood 

1 

5 

Dace   

T.  Lyne 

0 

131 

II 

M.  HiU 

0 

8J 

Several  prizes  were  also  awarded  for  com- 
petitions. 

In  presenting  the  challenge  cup  to  Mr.  Gunn, 
the  Chairman  said  that  as  the  cup  had  to  be  won 
twice  before  it  became  the  property  of  the  winner 
he  hoped  that  Mr.  Gunn  would  be  again  successful 
next  year.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Gunn  said  he  was  very  proud  to  be  the 
"winner  of  the  cup  and  his  other  prizes,  for  they 
were  not  easily  won.  His  fish  had  all  been  caught 
Within  five  miles  of  Kingston,  and  owing  to  the 
excellent  work  of  the  T.R.A.  there  should  be  very 
little  excuse  for  not  getting  good  fish  from  the 
Thames.  They  were  there,  and  only  wanted 
finding.  He  had  noticed  six  otters  at  work  at 
Hampton,  and  there  was  evidence  of  destruction 
daily.  Two  trained  otter  hounds  and  a  man  ought 
to  be  employed,  and  he  would  subscribe  to  a  fund 
for  such  a  purpose  if  it  were  started.  They  had 
tried  traps,  but  the  otters  were  too  artful.  He 
would  like  this  matter  brought  before  the 
interested  persons. 

Mr.  A.  Deinkwater  then  proposed  "  The  Hon. 
Secretary  and  other  Officers,"  which,  he  said,  he 
did  with  the  greatest  feelings  of  sincerity.  They 
knew  what  Mr.  Amphlett's  work  had  been  in  that 
Vjlub,  and  of  his  courtesy,  friendliness,  and 
immense  energy,  which  had  been  the  main  factors 
that  had  brought  the  club  to  its  present  position. 
He  was  proud  to  know  him,  and  trusted  that  he 
would  long  know  him  as  a  personal  friend.  The 
committee,  too,  was  composed  of  excellent 
workers,  and  as  long  as  they  had  such  a  set  of 
fellows  the  club  could  not  but  go  on  and  increase 
in  prosperity.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  r.  H.  Amphlett,  in  response,  said  that  he 
thoroughly  appreciated  the  kind  remarks  of  Mr. 
Drinkwater ;  and  he  agreed  that  the  committee 
worked  conscientiously,  and  whether  it  was  a  new 
member  or  an  old  one  they  had  the  same  treat- 
ment. Members  appreciated  short  after-dinner 
speeches,  so  he  would  condense  what  he  had  to 
say  into  headlines,  as  follows : 

Kingston  Club — very  strong ; 

Pull  of  life — nothing  wrong. 

100  members — love  the  lot ; 
,  Splendid  record — not  a  blot. 

List  of  prizes — very  fine  ; 

Fishing  for  them — sport  divine. 

Clubhouse  question — same  old  tune  ; 

Need  not  worry — settled  soon. 

Subscriptions  due — from  some  of  you  ; 

So  hurry  up — or  you  will  rue. 

Enjoyed  your  dinner — quite  a  treat ; 

Here  I  ought — to  take  my  seat. 
But  before  doing  so  he  would  like  to  add  that 
during  the  close  season  the  rules  of  the  club 
would  be  brought  up  to  date.  They  had  a  punt 
on  the  Thames  for  the  free  use  of  members,  and 
this  ought  to  induce  some  London  anglers  to  join, 
as  it  would  be  a  great  financial  saving  to  them. 
He  believed  it  was  the  wish  of  the  members  that 
at  the  next  annual  meeting  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater 
should  be  elected  a  vice-president  of  the  society — 


(loud  cheers) — and  Mr.  Drinkwater  well  deserved 
it.  In  reference  to  the  otters,  the  T.A.P.S.  had 
bought  twelve  traps,  and  they  were  all  distributed, 
but  he  had  not  heard  that  any  otters  had  been 
caught  by  them.  The  T.R.A.  did  not  profess  to 
be  a  preservation  society;  It  confined  its  work  to 
restocking,  and  that  day  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  Mr.  Charles  Dejongefrom  Malta,  inclosing 
a  donation.  This  showed  that  the  work  of 
the  T.R.A.  had  already  become  known  out- 
side of  this  country.  The  hatchery  for  the 
Thames  would  only  be  started  if  sufficient  funds 
were  received  to  enable  the  association  to  do  it 
properly,  and  an  effort  was  now  being  made  to 
raise  the  necessary  funds.  He  thought,  too,  that 
the  K.P.S.  should  subscribe  towards  the  Henley 
Association.  (Cheers.)  Mr.  Littlewood  had  l»een 
obliged  to  resign  the  assistant-secretaryship  of 
their  society,  and  he  thanked  him  for  his  past 
work,  and  announced  that  Mr.  Armfelt  had  agreed 
to  undertake  the  duties  in  future.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  F.  Sands  also  responded,  and  said,  as 
treasurer,  he  would  urge  members  to  put  their 
names  in  his  account  book  as  soon  as  possible,  so 
that  the  accounts  could  be  settled  promptly. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  in  proposing  the 
"Press,"  said  he  had  had  the  pleasure  of  pro- 
posing that  toast  at  each  dinner  the  society  had 
given,  and  he  had  nothing  but  what  was  good  to 
say  of  the  Press.  They  regretted  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Senior,  of  the  Field,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  he  had  been  worthily 
represented  by  Mr.  Howard.  They  also  regretted 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Matthews,  of  the  Angler. 
Three  local  newspapers  were  represented,  and 
they  must  not  forget  the  editor  of  Thames 
Angling  News,  whose  new  paper  they  took  such  a 
pride  in.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Surrey  Comet  representative  having  re- 
sponded, the  prize  list  was  sent  round,  and  over 
£25  was  offered  in  the  room. 

The  following  new  members  were  proposed: 
Mr.  Percival  Turner  (of  Hampton  Hill),  Mr.  T. 
Baxter,  Mr.  E.  Fielder,  Mr.  E.  Caines,  Mr.  M. 
Enright,  Mr.  W.  R.  Nightingale,  Mr.  Newman, 
Mr.  H.  Offer,  and  Mr.  H.  Ivimey. 

During  the  evening  a  splendid  musical  pro- 
gramme was  rendered,  the  artistes  being  Mr. 
D'Anville  (Prince  of  Wales  Theatre),  Mr.  Fred 
Edwards,  Mr.  M.  Enright,  Mr.  W.  H.  Gate,  Mr. 
A.  S.  Martin,  Mr.  F.  Arthur,  Mr.  T.J.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  W.  R.  Nightingale. 


THE  HOME  OF  BIG  ROACH  AND 
BREAM. 


Has  it  ever  been  your  lot,  "  Gentle  Reader,"  to 
be  placed  in  that  happy  position  of  not  being 
able  to  add  a  single  specimen  of  an  undersized 
roach  to  a  bag  that  would  probably  plump  down 
the  beam  at  351b.  ?  In  a  spot  where  sport 
continues  throughout  the  all  too  short  winter's 
day,  and  when  thumper  after  thumper,  and 
tonker  after  tonker,  has  found  its  way  to  that 
receptacle  in  the  punt,  from  which  it  is  conveyed 
to  the  setter-up  ?  Such  has  been  my  good  fortune 
on  several  occasions  during  the  last  three  years, 
upon  which  occasions  I  have  never  brought  home 
a  roach  under  lib.,  nor  a  bream  under  31b. 

I  would  premise  by  saying  that,  in  early  life,  I 
held  rank  as  a  good  cricketer,  in  fact,  had  my 
engagements  permitted  it,  I  should  have,  in  the 
early  sixties  (being  invited  by  Mr.  Burrup), 
appeared  for  the  county  of  Surrey.  I  was,  upon 
one  occasion,  playing  in  Battersea  Park,  against 
the  Civil  Service,  and  fielding  at  long-on.  A  ball 
was  hit  to  the  long-off,  when  the  fieldsman,  run- 
ning backwards,  at  full-speed,  essayed  to  take 
the  ball,  as  a  chance.  Instead  of  holding  it,  he 
so  badly  judged  it,  that  it  fell  upon  the  top  of 
the  third  finger  of  his  right  hand,  driving  the  nail 
down  into  the  "quick."  The  man  fainted  from 
pain,  and  I  held  him,  while  a  medical  man,  who 
was  upon  the  ground,  extracted  the  nail.  Thirty 
years  after  this,  a  gentleman  was  driving  a  dog- 
cart through  Epsom.  As  he  passed,  he  and  I 
looked  hard  at  each  other,  and  simultaneously 
nodded.  I  had  seen  the  face  before,  but  could 
not  recall  to  my  mind  the  when  or  the  where. 
Observing  that  he  pulled  up  at  the  King's  Head, 
I  retraced  my  steps,  where  I  found  him  at  the 
bar.  The  time  and  circumstance  then  flashed 
across  my  mind,  and  I  put  the  question  to  him  : 
"  Did  you,  about  thirty  years  ago,  meet  with  an 


accident  in  Battersea  Park,  at  a  cricket  match  ?  " 
"  Yes  ! "  replied  he,  "  had  my  nail  driven  down  by- 
a  falling  ball ;  and  you're  the  man  who  helped 
me."    "I  thought  I  had  seen  you  before." 
course,  another  bottle  was  ordered,  and  we  dran 
to  past  memories.    In  the  course  of  conversati 
it  came  out  that  I  was  an  angler.    "  Would  yo 
like  a  few  days  where  the  roach  and  chub  a 
very  large,  and  where  the  bream,  for  size,  are  n 
to  be  beaten  ?  "  was  the  question  put  to  me. 
course,  I  jumped  at  the  offer,  and  paid  my  fir 
visit  to  the  chain  of  fishing  stations,  from  whio 
I  have  never  taken  a  roach  under  lib.  in  weigh 
There  are  three  stations  in  all,  from  which  th 
fortunate  angler,    who   obtains  the  necessa 
permission,  may  exercise  his  vocation,  the  bes 
being  the  centre  one,  to  fish  which  leave  is  ve~ 
rarely  given.    In  the  eight  or  ten  miles  throng 
which  the  stream  passes,  there  are  abundan 
lay-byes,  small  lakes,  and  other  places,  which  act 
as  stews  for  replenishing  the  stream,  while  at  the 
southern  end,  where  the  tributaiy  flows  into  the 
larger  river,  a  huge  pentstock  crosses  the  stream, 
and  effectually  bars  the  escape  of  the  corpulent 
roach,    the    aldermanic    bream,    and  the  big 
logger-headed  chub. 

The  time,  that  is  to  say,  the  best  time,  to  fish 
these  stations  is  when  a  strong  freshet  comes 
down  from  the  uplands  to  colour  the  water,  and 
a  few  days  ago,  the  opportunity  presented  itself 
to  me.  I  started  off  the  night  before,  in  order  to 
be  at  the  fishing  ground  by  early  dawn,  which  I 
easily  managed,  by  arranging  for  a  bed  and  early 
breakfast  at  an  inn  in  the  neighbourhood.  I 
found  the  punt  all  ready  in  the  morning ;  but,  as 
the  help  of  an  attendant  fisherman  was  strictly 
forbidden,  I  had  to  do  my  own  punting,  and  my 
letter  of  instructions  and  introduction  expressly 
said  that  I  was  to  hold  no  conversations  with 
workmen,  and  that  smoking  was  strictly  pro- 
hibited. I  found  it  easy  to  comply  with  both 
regulations,  as  I  never  smoke  when  angling,  and 
no  workmen  passed  the  spot  where  I  was  located. 
Time  was  when  I  was  a  fairish  puntsman,  but 
advancing  years,  and  the  amount  of  adipose 
matter  which  one  puts  on  as  those  years  advance, 
made  my  progress  up  stream  rather  a  difficult 
one ;  but  at  last  I  reached  the  desired  spot,  and 
anchored  by  one  of  the  small  inlet  islands.  Trees 
and  shrubs  were  thickly  planted  everywhere,  and 
I  saw  the  big  roach  dodging  in  and  out  among 
the  boughs  of  those  trees  that  stretched  out  into 
the  stream.  Plain  bread,  well  soaked,  so  as  to 
flake  at  intervals  is  the  only  way  to  ground-bait, 
and  bread-crust  is  popularly  supposed  to  be  the 
only  bait  that  will  bring  the  roach  to  the  creel. 
I  carefully  squeezed  a  part  of  a  well-soaked  loaf, 
aud  quietly  allowed  it  to  slide  from  my  hand  into 
the  eddy.  Then,  with  new  tackle  ("Hercules 
cast"),  to  which  was  attached  a  No.  9  hook,  I 
sent  my  dainty  bit  of  red  and  white  crust  upon 
the  waters.  The  first  swim  was  a  failure,  so  I 
worked  the  bait  well  into  the  spreading  boughs, 
and  hitched  the  No.  1  plait-line  over  a  piece  that 
jutted  higher  than  another,  to  keep  it  in  position. 
In  a  few  seconds  the  float  began  to  sluver,  or 
tremble,  rather,  and  then  it  disappeared  like  a 
flash.  I  struck,  and  drew  the  struggling  and 
powerful  fish  round  to  the  outside  of  the  punt, 
played  him  there,  and  lifted  him,  as  soon  as  I 
possibly  could.  He  turned  out  to  be  a  splendid 
specimen  roach,  apparently  about  Iflb.  in  weight. 
I  could  not  help  stopping  to  admire  him,  as  he 
lay  on  the  straw  at  the  bottom  of  the  punt.  I 
then  placed  him  in  the  well,  and  went  on  with  my 
work.  From  the  same  spot  I  took  two  others, 
nearly  the  same  weight.  Then  I  saw  that  the  fish 
had  moved  lower  down,  no  doubt,  from  being 
disturbed.  I  therefore  followed  them,  and 
pursued  the  same  tactics,  tying  one  end  of  the 
punt  to  a  bough,  or  twig,  rather,  and  just  slightly 
fixing  the  punt-pole  at  the  other.  Fortunately, 
the  water  was  on  the  thick  side,  as,  when  the 
stream  is  flowing  gin-bright,  the  routine  is  one 
fish  and  a  move,  and  occasionally,  one  fish,  and 
only  one,  after  a  long  wait,  and  several  moves. 
From  the  next  pitch  I  took  three  fish,  the  largest 
of  which  went  just  over  the  21b.,  and  still  the  im- 
mense shoal  of  big  roach  moved  onward  with  the 
stream  to  the  next  clump  of  spreading  bushes,  where 
I  gently  followed  them.  The  water  at  this  point 
ran  somewhat  deeper,  and  inclined  into  a  little 
bay,  that  looked  as  though  it  held  the  fish.  I 
was  not  mistaken ;  there  they  were,  and  from  this 
spot  I  took  six  fish,  all  of  the  sama  pattern  as 
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the  former  lots.  I  had  now  shifted  down  to  the 
spot  where  the  bream  were  to  be  found,  so,  as  I 
was  about  a  mile  from  the  spot  from  which  I 
started  in  the  early  morning,  I  determined  to 
leave  the  roach  for  a  time,  and  to  try  for  bream. 
I  cast  the  broken  lobs  well  down  the  stream,  and 
trotted  down  to  their  hole,  or  habitat.  The  float 
sailed  gently  away,  and  then  slowly  disappeared. 
Striking,  I  found  that  I  was  well  into  a  fish  that 
felt  like  a  roach ;  but  I  was  mistaken.  It  was  no 
roach,  but  a  splendid  bream,  and  what  appeared 
in  the  preliminary  canter  to  be  merely  a  21b.  fish  was 
really  one  of  the  largest  bream  that  I  had  ever 
had  the  pleasure  of  impaling  upon  my  hook.  It 
was  quite  a  minute  before  the  real  struggle  began, 
and  than  he  commenced  to  show  his  true  colours. 
Once  I  brought  him  close  to  the  punt,  and  saw 
his  white  belly,  when  down  he  surged  again,  in 
the  direction  of  his  haunt.  Certainly  I  had 
never  had  a  bream  to  give  me  so  much  play  ;  but 
at  last  he  turned  upon  his  side,  and  I  placed  the 
landing-net  under  what  proved  to  be  a  61b.  fish. 
I  took  two  smaller  ones  from  the  same  run,  when 
I  had  a  period  of  quietude,  and  I  began  seriously 
to  think  of  agcdn  going  for  roach.  But  after 
another  swim  or  two  the  bait  was  taken,  close  up 
to  the  punt,  and  in  response  to  the  stroke  another 
beautiful  fish  fought  out  his  last  battle.  He  took 
me  aU  over  the  water,  and  at  one  time  I  must 
have  had  out  40yds.  of  line.  Once,  I  thought  I 
had  lost  him,  for,  in  removing  my  right  hand 
from  the  reel,  the  handles  caught  my  fingers,  and 
jarred  tremendously.  But  my  good  fortune 
continued,  and  I  still  held  him ;  but  it  took  a 
good  ten  minutes  to  bring  him  to  the  punt  in  a 
condition  for  lifting.  On  placing  him  upon  my 
steelyard,  his  weight  proved  to  be  61b.  3oz.,  the 
largest  bream  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  capture. 
Owing  to  the  bustling  rushes  of  the  last  fish,  the 
bream  went  off,  and  as  it  was  past  3  p.m.,  I 
spread  out  my  lunch,  uncorked  the  "Bass,"  and 
spent  at  least  an  hour  at  my  repast,  and  in 
admiring  my  fish.  The  roach  in  the  well  gave 
signs  of  "  turning  it  up ; "  but  the  bream  were 
very  lively.  I  therefore  took  the  roach  out,  and 
gave  them  their  quietus.  At  3  p.m.  I  recom- 
menced lower  down  and  took  three  more  roach 
and  one  bream,  when,  as  the  day  was  waning, 
and  the  clouds  became  lowring,  I  decided  to  give 
up  for  the  day.  For  scientific  reasons,  and  for 
reasons  otherwise  connected  with  the  manufac- 
tures that  are  carried  on,  permission  to  fish  this 
water  is  rarely  given.  The  fisherman  whom  I 
wished  to  take  with  me  informed  me  that  the 
company  refused  their  own  relatives,  and  that 
there  was  no  chance  of  him  being  allowed  to 
accompany  me.  But  by  a  "  side  wind  "  I  obtained 
leave  for  myself,  and  as  I  before  remarked,  have 
for  the  last  three  years  fished  one  or  other  of  the 
stations  described.  Steaw  Hat. 


A  WINTER  VISIT  TO  A  NORWEGIAN 
RIVER. 


One  day  towards  the  end  of  last  summer  we 
happened  to  remark,  probably  for  the  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-ninth  time,  that  the  "  Stang- 
dal,"  a  stream  in  Southern  Norway,  on  whose 
banks  our  lot  was  temporarily  cast,  could  not 
possibly  get  any  lower;  whereupon,  our  ally, 
"Stor  Johan  "  fas  he  was  called,  on  account  of  his 
many  inches  i,  annoyed  probably  at  the  frequent 
enunciation  of  the  statement,  suggested  that  if 
we  would  only  visit  the  river  in  question  during 
the  winter  we  might  alter  our  opinion.  In  a 
rash  moment  we  ventured  to  declare  our  absolute 
disbelief  in  the  possibility  of  such  a  state  of 
matters,  and,  furthermore,  that  in  order  to  prove 
ourselves  right  (or,  as  it  turned  out,  v:rong),  we 
would  visit  the  valley  the  following  January. 
Hence  this  brief  paper,  some  interesting  expe- 
riences, and  our  present  abode. 

Having  reached  the  Danish  capital  overland 
just  after  the  New  Year,  we  thought  we  might, 
without  serious  discomfort,  venture  on  the  voyage 
toN  orway  (usually  a  matter  of  some  thirty  hours, 
or  even  less)  by  steamer ;  but  at  a  dinner  party 
we  heard  such  awful  accounts  of  the  weather  in 
the  Kattegat  and  off  the  Swedish  coast,  and  of 
the  fogs  in  the  Christiania  Fjord,  that  we  elected 
to  stick  to  the  railway  as  l^eing  the  more  certain 
mode  of  transit.  From  Copenhagen  via  the  ferry 
between  Elsmore  and  Helsingborg  (over  which  the 
mail  train  is  conveyed  bodily),  Goteaburg  and 


Frederikshald  to  Christiania  is  a  journey  of  about 
twenty-two  hours.  Under  ordinary  circumstances 
it  is  not  exciting,  but,  unused  to  travelling  in  the 
north  in  winter,  to  us  it  was  interesting.  Every- 
where there  was  snow  and  ice;  along  the  margin 
of  the  fjords,  and  on  the  bays  and  inlets  thereof  ; 
on  the  innumerable  Swedish  lakes,  streams,  and 
canals  ;  on  the  dreary  moorlands  and  morasses, 
and  throughout  the  interminable  forest  tracts. 
Heavy  masses  of  snow  weighed  down  the  pines, 
and  the  leafless  trees  and  shi-ubs  were  outlined, 
every  branch  and  twig,  with  hoar-frost,  which 
glittei-ed  beneath  the  rays  of  the  cold  winter  sun  ; 
while  icicles  of  stupendous  dimensions  depended 
from  and  clothed  the  rocks  on  either  side  of  the 
many  deep  cuttings.  At  the  Sarpsfoss  (over 
which  the  line  passes)  we  received  a  shock,  and 
for  the  first  time  began  to  entertain  serious 
doubts  as  to  the  correctness  of  our  judgment 
in  regard  to  the  summer  and  winter  levels 
of  the  Stangdal.  No  mighty  torrent  rolled 
down  the  pass  with  sullen  roar ;  no  cloud 
of  spray  hovered  o'er  the  tortured  waters 
and  glittered  beneath  the  moon  ;  the  great 
cataract  was  reduced  to  such  insignificant  dimen- 
sions that  the  most  energetic  sightseer  would 
have  scorned  to  cross  a  space  as  wide  as  Picca- 
dilly in  order  to  inspect  it ;  while  above  the  fall 
the  bed  of  the  Glanmen  stretched  away  bare, 
dreary,  and  lifeless — a  steamer  or  sailing  craft, 
high  and  dry  every  here  and  there,  giving  evi- 
dence of  the  tremendous  shrinkage  of  the  great 
river. 

In  Scandinavia  they  think  much  of  Christmas. 
Some  people,  indeed,  reckon  that  there  are  twenty 
Christmas  Days,  counting  from  Dec.  25  in  each 
year,  and  act  accordingly  in  the  matter  of  festivity. 
So,  indeed,  it  appeared,  and  although  the  first  week 
of  the  new  year  had  very  nearly  expired,  the 
population  seemed  to  be  decidedly  on  the  qui 
quae.  The  restaurants  at  the  various  stations 
were  all  gaily  adorned  with  Christmas  trees,  and 
full  of  somewhat  lively  natives ;  the  bells  of 
sledges,  full  of  holiday  folk,  were  everywhere  in 
evidence,  and  queerly  attired  little  children 
bumped  and  bounded  in  "  kilks  "  down  the  slopes 
in  every  direction.  Ice,  snow,  sleighs,  and  furs 
permeated  the  atmosphere,  and,  except  on  the 
railway  line  itself,  wheels  were  invisible 

Over  Christiania  hung  a  pall  of  fog,  and  within 
the  town,  owing  to  the  comparatively  slight 
quantity  of  snow  that  had  fallen,  sledging  was  a 
somewhat  doubtful  pleasure;  ere  long,  however,  and 
by  various  stages,  we  reached  our  destination,  a 
pine  clad  valley  sheeted  in  winter  garb  (down  which 
trickled  a  streamlet,  in  the  iron  grasp  of  King 
Frost),  and  finally,  at  the  head  thereof,  a  comfort- 
able homestead. 

A  big  capercailzie  (victim  of  "  Stor  Johan's " 
rifle)  and  smoked  trout,  washed  down  with 
libations  of  remar'kably  good  home-brewed  ale, 
constituted  the  evening  meal ;  then  many  pipes, 
and — to  bed  at  a  disgraceful  hour.  Our  host  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  kill  three  elks  the 
previous  autumn,  one  of  them  an  "  egte  stor  oxe," 
whose  great  palmated  horns  adorned  the  "  spise 
sal "  ;  wood  game  birds  had  been  fairly  plentiful, 
and  foxes  were  less  numerous  than  usual,  owing 
probably  to  the  presence  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
a  small  troop  of  wolves.  But  Johan  abused  the 
latter  freely,  and  had  done  his  best  to  trap  or 
poison  them,  as  they  had  done  a  lot  of  damage, 
not  only  among  the  flocks  and  herds,  but  among 
the  elk,  upon  which  he  set  much  greater  store ! 
There  had  been  a  fair  show  of  salmon  upon  the 
spawning  beds,  and  a  terrible  big  chap — local 
gossip  said  of  30  kilos — had  been  speared  up  near 
the  foss.  And  so  on  ;  a  lot  of  "  haivers,"  pleasant 
to  listen  to  and  discuss  over  the  baccy  and 
the  whisky  toddy,  the  principal  ingredient  for 
which  we  had  brought  from  beyond  the  Tweed,  to 
rejoice  the  heart  of  our  host,  and  to  comfort  our 
own  withall,  in  these  northern  wilds. 

The  next  morning  at  9.30  we  breakfasted  by 
the  light  of  the  rising  sun,  which  shone  red  and 
frosty  across  the  snow  covered  landscape.  Shortly 
afterwards  a  merry  jingling  of  bells  announced 
the  advent  of  our  sleigh,  and  in  a  few  minutes  we 
were  flying  over  the  snow,  clad  from  top  to  toe 
in  furs,  towards  the  "  Red  Pool,"  behind  the 
"  blaa  best,"  a  worthy  animal,  which,  in  spite  of 
his  thick,  rough  coat,  made  much  better  time  in 
winter  than  he  was  wont  to  do  in  summer,  when 
the  meadows  are  gay  with  wild  flowers  and  the 
haycrop  is  not  yet  gathered,  "  Now  we  shall  see," 


remarked  Johan  from  the  depths  of  his  wolfskin 
garment,  as  after  a  delightful  spin  through  the 
buoyant  air  we  reached  the  end  of  the  woodland 
path  that  leads  to  that  famous  cast.  One  glance 
sufficed  to  assure  us  that  our  companion  had  been 
very  miich  in  the  right ;  no  one,  indeed,  who  has 
not  visited  a  Norwegian  river  in  winter  can 
imagine  the  shrinkage  that  takes  place  when  the 
earth  and  the  snow  on  the  mountains  are  frost 
bound,  and  when  all  the  springs  and  confluents 
from  which  the  main  stream  derives  its  volume 
of  water  are  from  the  same  cause  rendered 
inoperative.  The  cliffs  on  the  opposite  bank 
(fi-om  whose  colour  the  pool  derives  its  name) 
were  sheeted  in  ice,  and  huge  icicles  depended  on 
either  side  of  the  little  fall  at  the  head ;  it  was  as 
much  as  our  life  was  worth  to  venture  along  the 
ledge,  from  which  in  summer  time  we  are  wont  to 
throw  la  ligne  volanie,  and  to  play  the  fish 
attracted  by  our  offering  of  fur  and  feather ;  while 
the  cast  itself  was  a  truly  melancholy  spectacle. 
Between  two  sheets  of  snow-covered  ice,  which 
commenced  on  either  side  of  the  miserable  driblet 
that  filtered  down  the  fall,  and  which  ran  the 
length  of  the  pool,  a  narrow  stream  of  black 
looking  water  flowed ;  the  erstwhile  great  rapid 
below  (down  which,  encased  in  waders,  we  have 
struggled  times  without  number  in  the  endeavour 
to  land  salmon  imbued  with  an  insane  desire  to 
revisit  salt  water)  was  pretty  nearly  filled  up  to 
the  surface  with  ground  ice,  and  every  rock  and 
boulder  had  its  crystalline  covering.  A  grand 
salmon  cast,  indeed,  and  a  grand  piece  of  spawning 
ground  below  it,  forsooth ! 

At  first  it  seemed  as  if  there  had  been  some 
mistake,  and  that  Johan,  with  intent  to  "  frivle," 
had  taken  us  to  another  locality  altogether — 
another  world,  one  might  almost  say.  But  no, 
the  place  was  the  same,  the  circumstances  only 
different.  There  behind  us  stood  the  great  red 
pine,  beneath  whose  "  spreading  shade  "  we  had 
been  wont  to  rest  (and  drink  libations  of  Norsk 
01)  between  the  periods  of  pounding ;  the  black 
point  of  rock  upon  which  J ohan  used  to  stretch 
himself,  gaff  in  hand,  in  act  to  strike,  jutted  out 
into  the  ice  below  ;  and  in  the  birch  thicket  that 
crowned  the  opposite  cliffs  we  could  descry  the 
little  hay  house,  a  familiar  feature,  deeply  bui'ied 
in  the  snow. 

The  temperature  of  the  air  was  hardly  suited 
for  al  fresco  pipes,  so  once  again  mounting  the 
chariot  drawn  by  the  "  blaa  hest,"  we  glided 
down  through  woodland  tracks  to  inspect  some  of 
the  lower  reaches.  If  possible  these  were  more 
altered  in  appearance  and  surroundings  than  the 
casts  above.  Ice  extended  over  their  greatly 
narrowed  width  from  bank  to  brae;  here  a 
collection  of  logs  protruded  above  the  frozen 
surface,  and  there  a  melancholy  looking  boat  was 
dimly  discernible  through  a  dense  coating  of 
snow  and  ice.  Of  bird  life  in  the  woods  there 
was  none— no  more  magpies  or  croaking  gi'ey 
crows,  no  chirping  of  small  birds  among  the 
branches;  but  down  near  the  fjord  a  few 
depressed  looking  gulls  were  picking  up  a  pre- 
carious livelihood  along  the  frozen  watercourse. 
It  was  enough ;  a  Norwegian  river  in  J nne  or 
July,  with  its  plenitude  of  power,  its  brimming 
pools  and  foaming  rapids,  winding  between  leafy 
woodlands  and  pine-crowned  cliffs,  is  an  altogether 
delightful  spectacle ;  but  in  winter — well,  we  do 
not  intend  repeating  oiu*  recent  experience  ! 

Three  more  days  with  good  old  Johan — days  in 
the  forest,  rifle  in  hand,  in  search  of  the  wUy 
capercailzie  "paa  top,"  succeeded  by  restful 
evenings  in  the  quaint  old  farmhouse  (inhabited 
by  our  host  and  his  forbears  for  generations),  and 
here  we  are  at  a  well-known  winter  resort  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  great  valley  of  the 
Drammen  river.  Although  in  front  of  the  house 
there  is  a  nice  trout  lake,  angling  can  hardly  be 
referred  to  as  one  of  the  pursuits  indulged  in 
therefrom  at  the  pi-esent  season  of  the  year  ;  still 
there  are  plenty  of  fishing  yarns  about,  with 
which  of  an  evening  the  brethren  of  the  rod 
encourage  one  another.  Except  sleighs  "  ski " 
may  truthfully  be  described  as  the  only  means  by 
which  people  of  all  classes,  men  and  women, 
young  and  old,  now  condescend  to  get  over  the 
ground  from  any  one  point  to  any  other,  be  the 
distance  100yds.  or  100  miles.  Inside  the 
sanatorium  rows  of  "  komager  "  and  fur  garments 
of  every  sort  and  description  adorn  the  passages 
and  halls  ;  outside  there  is  any  amount  of  snow 
and  10°  Reaumur  of  cold.    Clad  in  suitable 
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clothing,  and  shod  with  the  long  ski,  every  living 
Boul  turns  out,  irrespective  of  weather,  after 
breafast,  either  to  perform  artistically  upon  the 
snow-clad  surface  or  to  tumble  about  ignominiously 
(but  apparently  with  equal  pleasure)  en  amateur. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  bairns  to  learn  to  go  upon 
fiki — they  have  not  far  to  fall — but  for  the 
"  grown  pusson "  it  is  (literally)  an  altogether 
different  pair  of  shoes.  We  speak  from  painful 
experience ! 

On  one  occasion,  while  making  our  way  very 
gingerly  through  the  woods,  we  overheard  sounds 
— those  of  the  human  voice — which  recalled  to 
our  memory  times  passed  in  the  society  of  certain 
kinds  of  beasts  of  burden  (Gape  oxen,  Spanish 
mules,  camels,  Hampstead  "  mokes,"  and  the 
like)  which  required  elaborate  language  on  the 
part  of  their  drivers  to  induce  them  to  do  their 
duty.  It  was  an  American  colonel  taking  private 
lessons  on  ski ! 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  this  paper 
to  the  Glommen,  which,  after  draining  over 
40,000  square  kilometres  of  country,  forms  the 
Sarpsfoss  and  discharges  on  the  coast  of 
Smaalenorus  Amt  at  Frederikstad.  Some  idea 
of  the  volume  of  water  which  this,  the  largest 
river  in  Norway,  discbarges,  and  of  the  fluctua- 
tions to  which  it  is  subject,  may  be  formed  from 
the  following,  translated  from  a  Norwegian 
official  work  : 

"  The  volumeof  waterin  Glommen  varies  greatly 
at  different  periods  of  the  year.  Exceptionally 
high  floods  occurred  in  the  years  1675,  1740, 1773, 
1789,  1808,  1827,  1828,  1846,  1850,  1860,  1863,  and 
1867.  The  flood  of  1860  is  the  highest  known  on 
this  water  system.  According  to  measurements 
taken  at  Blaker,  above  "  Oieren "  (an  extensive 
lake  from  which — some  fifty  kilometres  above  the 
Sarpsfoss — the  Glommen  flows)  the  volume  of 
water  in  transit  was  then  3  900  cubic  metres  per 
second.  At  the  Morkfoss,  immediately  below 
"  Oieren,"  and  at  Sarpsborg  water  gauges  are 
placed.  At  the  former  zero  stands  97  8m.,  at 
the  latter  251m.  above  the  sea.  The  average  height 
of  the  water  during  the  period  1847-1876  was 
4  8m.  in  Oieren,  and  0  75  at  Sarpsfoss.  When 
at  this  level  the  Glommen  discharges  650  cubic 
metres,  which  may  be  taken  as  its  average. 

"  In  1860  the  water  marks  showed  a  height  at 
the  Morkfoss  of  10'45m.,  and  at  the  Sarpsfoss 
of  7  86m.,  while  the  lowest  known  level  at  the 
former  is  l-27m.,  and  at  the  latter  2  67m. 
Like  all  Norwegian  rivers,  the  Glommen  is  at  its 
lowest  in  February  and  March.  During  the  pre- 
ceding months  the  country  wbich  it  drains  has 
been  under  the  influence  of  hard  frost,  and  the 
sources  of  supply  have  therefore  been  reduced  to 
a  minimum,  while  any  fall  that  may  have  taken 
place  has  been  in  the  form  of  snow.  To  such  an 
extent  does  this  apply  to  Glommen  that  in  some 
parts  at  that  period  of  the  year  its  breadth  is 
reduced  to  one-tenth  of  its  summer  size,  and 
tracts  of  sandy  mud  brought  down  by  the  floods 
are  exposed  to  view.  In  winter  these  mudbanks 
being,  of  course,  frozen  over,  people  can  walk  and 
drive  upon  their  surfaces;  but  when  the  thaw 
comes  in  spring,  quantities  of  fine  dust  are  blown 
from  them  on  to  the  grass,  upon  which  it  has  an 
injurious  effect,  rendering  it  unhealthy  for  cattle." 

Excellent  trout  and  grayling  fishing  may  be 
enjoyed  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Glommen  ;  but 
although  perfectly  accessible  as  far  as  the  Sarpsfoss, 
a  distance  of  eighteen  kilometres  from  the  fjord, 
remarkably  few  migratory  fish  ascend  it.  Salmon 
and  sea  trout  have  been  and  still  are  occasionally 
taken  with  the  rod  among  the  heavy  rapids  below 
the  great  fall,  but  in  such  insignificant  numbers 
as  hardly  to  be  worth  mentioning.  Whether  this 
singular  antipathy  on  the  part  of  the  salmon  to  a 
great  volumeof  fresh  water  is  due,  as  many  people 
believe,  to  the  masses  of  clay  which  the  river 
discharges,  to  the  quantities  of  refuse  from  the 
numerous  saw-mills,  or,  as  Herr  Landmark,  the 
Government  Fishing  Inspector  would  appear  to 
think,  to  the  lowness  of  the  water  temperature  in 
spring  and  early  summer,  it  is  hard  to  say ;  the 
fact  remains  that  the  Glommen  is  not  a  salmon 
river  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  remarked  as  illustrative 
of  the  character  of  Norwegian  rivers,  that  the 
Glommen  and  the  Drammen,  two  of  the  most 
important  water-systems  in  the  country,  and 
which  drain  nearly  60,000  square  kilometres,  are 
accessible  to  migratory  fish  for  some  fifty  kilometres 
only,  "  Rxjaoic," 


THE  BUOKLAND  MUSEUM. 
The  memorial  prajing  that  the  Buckland  Mneeum  of 
Economic  Fish  Culture  Bhill  be  maiutained  and  kept  in  an 
eiScient  manner,  in  accoidauce  -with  the  terms  of  the 
bequf  st  accepted  by  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art, 
has  been  numerously  signed,  and  this  week  was  forwarded 
to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord  Preeident  of 
the  Council,  and  the  Eight  Hon.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Full  details  of  this  movement 
were  published  in  the  Field  of  Dec.  3,  and  it  may  be 
remembered  that  it  arose  from  the  recommendation  pre- 
sented to  Parlidment  latt  year  by  a  Committee  for  the 
abolition  of  the  museum.  Previous  recommendations  to 
the  same  effect  had  been  made,  one  of  the  allegations  being 
that  the  collection  was  dangerous,  because  of  the 
amount  of  alcohol  in  which  the  fish  were  stored. 
Another  objection  was  that  the  museum  was  obsolete, 
and  did  not  carry  out  the  obligations  under 
the  testamentary  conditions  of  Frank  Buckland's 
will.  There  was  no  public  attempt  to  obtain  signatures, 
but  a  thoroughly  repretentative  list  was  obtained. 
Amongst  others  the  memorial  is  signed  by  the  Dukes  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon,  Beaufort,  Bedford,  Northumber- 
land, Sutherland,  Westminster,  and  Abercorn,  the 
Marquises  of  Tweeddale,  Bute,  Dufferin  and  Ava, 
Worcester  and  Granby,  the  Earls  of  Home,  Stamford, 
Sandwich,  Jersey,  Portf mouth,  Radnor,  Kimberley,  and 
March,  Lord  George  Hamilton,  M. P.,  Viscount  Powers- 
court,  Viscount  Folkestone,  M.P.,  Lords  Cheln3s''ord, 
Tweedmouth,  and  St.  Levan,  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith. 
Sir  William  Harcourt,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  Mr.  Justice  Ford 
North,  the  Hon.  A.  Lyttelton,  M.P.,  the  Prime 
Warden  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Martin,  M.P.,  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wj-rn,  Sir  W. 
Wedderburn,  M.P.,  Sir  E.  Grey,  M.P.,  Sir  E.  Birkbeck, 
Sir  L.  Lyell,  M.P.,  8ir  E.Hill,  M.  P.,  Sir  Spencer  Walpole, 
Sir  T.  Brady,  Sir  W.  Priestly,  M.P.,  Judge  Bompas,  Mr. 
Aird,  M.P.,  Mr.  Bousfield,  Q  C,  M.P.,  Mr.  Buxton,  M  P., 
Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  M.P.,  Mr.  Cruddas,  M.P.,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Johnstone,  M.P.,  Mr.  Lough,  M  P.,  Col.  Wyndham 
Murray,  M.P.,  Mr.  Piiie,  M.P.,  Mr.  Pollock,  M.P.,  Capt. 
Pretyman,  M.P.,  Mr.  Walton,  (^.C,  M.P.,  Mr.  J.  Willis- 
Buiid,  Mr.  H.  Ffennell,  Mr.  K.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  W. 
Senior,  the  Rev.  Walter  E.  Buckland  (nephew  of  Frank 
Buckland),  Mr.  George  Cox  Bompas  (brother-in-law  of 
Frank  Buckland),  with  representatives  of  mmy  piscatorial 
societies  and  the  chairman  of  various  provinciil  fishery 
boards.  The  memorialists  point  out  that  the  select,  committee 
consisted  of  fifteen  members,  of  whom  seven  ouly  approved 
the  report,  three,  including  ^ir  John  Gorst,  voted  against 
it,  and  five  abstained.  Against  the  opinion  of  Sir  John 
Donnelly  and  Major-General  Pesting  is  cited  that  of  Sir 
Richard  Owen,  who  considerjd  that  the  collection  would 
be  a  most  valuable  appendage  to  the  Salmon  Fisheries 
Commission  and  Ofiice.  The  memorial  relates  the  history 
of  the  museum,  and  submits  suggestions  for  extending  its 
usefulness  as  suggested  oa  different  occasions  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales  and  by  Professor  Huxley.  For  this,  the 
co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  considered  essential. 
It  should,  it  is  submitted,  be  made  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisherie  s  to  preserve  and  deposit  in  the  Museu  tn 
of  Economic  Fish  Culture  any  objectsof  permanent  interest 
which  may  come  under  their  notice,  together  with  photo- 
graphs or  models  of  improvements  in  fish-passes,  fish- 
culture  apparatus  and  applimces,  and  other  matters  useful 
for  reference  or  record  ;  while  the  inspector's  knowledge 
and  varied  experience  may  perhaps  be  further  utilised  for 
the  public  benefit  by  lectures  in  connection  with  the 
museum.  The  secretary  and  inspectors  of  the  Fisheries 
Department,  together,  perhaps  with  representatives  of 
the  Fishmongers'  Company,  or  other  important  bodies 
connected  with  the  sea  and  river  fisheries,  should,  it  is 
suggested,  be  appointed  visitors  to  advise  on  and  aid  in  the 
management  of  the  museum.  The  memorialists  have 
asked  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and  Mr.  Ritchie  to  receive 
a  deputition,  to  be  introducsd  by  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 
The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  however,  will  not  be  able  to 
receive  them  till  after  Easter. — Field. 


BRISTOL  GOLDEN  CARP  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

On  Wednesday  last  the  twentieth  annual  dinner  of  this 
association  was  held  at  their  headquarters,  Crown  and 
Dove  Hotel,  Bridewell-street,  when  between  sixty  and 
eeventy  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  capital  repast. 
Mr.  R.  D.  Frost  presided,  Mr.  D.  M.  Ford  cconpying  the 
vice-chair. 

The  chairman,  in  submitting  the  loyal  toasts,  spoke  of 
the  Royal  Family  as  being  ardent  anglers,  and  he  believed 
there  were  no  more  loyal  subjects  than  the  angling 
fraternity. 

The  vice-chairman,  in  a  lengthy  speech,  submitted 
"  Old  England's  Defenders,"  and  Trooper  T.  F.  Griffiths 
suitably  responded,  remarking  that  good  old  English  pluck 
still  existed  amongst  our  ranks. 

Mr.  C.  Franklin  proposed  "  The  Bristol  Golden  Carp 
Angling  Association,"  coupling  with  it  the  names  of  Mr. 
R.  D.  Frost  (pretilent)  and  Mr.  Lewis  C.  Wride 
(secretary).  As  one  of  its  oldest  members,  he  felt  proud 
to  propose  the  toast  of  tlie  evening.  He  felt  sure  the 
secretary's  work  was  not  au  easy  task  ;  nevertheless,  Mr. 
Wride  had  one  object  in  view  which  he  worked  very  hard 
to  maintain,  thit  object  being  to  keep  the  G.C.  A. A.  at 
the  top  of  the  tree,  and  as  long  as  they  had  a  good  man  at 
the  wheel  they  had  nothing  to  tear. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Frost  ably  responded. 

Mr.  Lewis  C.  Wride  thanked  Mr.  Franklin  for  coupling 
his  name  with  the  last  toast,  also  for  his  very  flattering 
remarks.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Prankliu  that  there  was 
always  plenty  of  work  for  the  secretary  to  do.  Still,  no 
matter  how  good  th^  secretary  may  be,  he  must  have  a 


good  working  ommittee  if  success  was  to  be  obtained,  and 
he  was  pleased  to  say  they  had  a  committee  second  to 
none,  which  was  the  backbone  of  the  society.  He  was 
also  pleased  to  state  that  the  treasurer  had  a  substantial 
balance  in  band. 

A  great  many  names  were  standing  on  the  books  for 
admission,  but  as  they  werj  limitsd  to  120  members,  there 
were  no  vacancies  at  present.  He  would  remind  them 
that  the  Golden  Carp  had  been  established  twenty  years, 
and  although  seven  clabs  had  branched  out  from  this 
8(  ciety,  they  held  the  proud  position  of  being  tha  largest 
of  its  kind  in  the  west  of  England. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Mallard  proposed  the  health  of  the  visitors, 
who  had  so  kindly  assisted  in  making  so  large  a  gathering; 
which  was  ably  responded  to  by  Messrs.  J.  Webb  and 
N.  C.  Hariimin. 

Mr.  E.  Havill  proposed  the  health  of  the  president  and 
vice-president,  remarking  that  they  were  not  only  two 
jolly  good  fellows,  but  were  also  two  jolly  good  workers, 
Mr.  R.  D.  Frost  responding,  thanked  those  present  for 
their  kind  support. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Host 
Crombie  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  catered; 
also  for  bis  general  kindness  to  the  society. 

Lewis  C.  Weidk. 


WHY  NOT  SOCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIA- 
TION (WOLVERHAMPTON). 
The  sixth  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Why  Not  Iniij 
Stselhouse-lane,  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  president  in  tht 
chair.  Amongst  the  company,  which  numbered  over  fifty^ 
were  Alderman  Craddock,  Councillors  T.  H.  Parlj, 
G.  F.  Steward,  and  A.  Lamsdale,   Messrs.  B.  Potto, 

F.  J.  Nickless,  W.  Stavens,  H.  O.  Lowe,  W.  Smitlr, 
S.  Severns,  J.  B.  Hennefer,  A.  Jessop,  E.  Hartshorn, 
W.  Clee,  B.  Jones,  W.  Blues.  F.  Brommage,  H.  Rollason, 
W.  Rutter,  J.  Simmons,  W.  Bennett,  &c.  Lettera  of 
apology  for  non-atteiidance  were  announce  d  from  Alder- 
man McBean  (ex-Mayor),  Councillor  B.  C.  Pratt,  Messra. 

G.  Craddock,  T.  H.  Sawyers,  and  F.  Myatt.  Aa 
excellent  repast  was  provided  by  the  host  and  hostess, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuottley.  Afterwards,  the  loyal  toast 
being  honoured.  Alderman  Craddock  most  ably  and  wittily 
proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Association,"  and  remaiked 
upon  the  successful  results  which  had  attended  its  past 
vear's  working.  Financially,  they  had  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£7  183. 

Mr.  Councillor  Johnson  suitably  responded. 

Mr.  Stevens  (chairman  of  the  association)  proposed  the 
health  of  the  vice-presidents,  the  list  of  which,  he  said, 
would  compare  favourably  with  that  of  any  similar 
association  throughout  the  country.    (Cheers  ) 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  H.  Parkyn  responded. 

Mr.  Councillor  G.  F.  Steward  proposed  the  health  of 
the  president  Mr,  Councillor  Johuson),  and  stated  he 
would  be  pleased  to  give  the  association  a  prize.  The 
chairman  having  responded,  an  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme was  proceeded  with,  amongst  the  contributors  to 
it  being  Messrs.  E.  Eccleston,  H.  Rollason,  F.  Brommage, 

H.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  &c.  Mr.  S.  Limsdale  ably 
accompanied  on  the  piano.  J.  W,  Vann. 


HA  WES  AND  HIGH  ABBOTSIDE 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held 
recently  in  the  Crown  Hotel,  Hawes.  There  was  a  large 
attendance,  Dr.  Grime  ia  the  chair.  Mr.  Piatt  gave  tde 
financial  statement,  which  showed  that  the  total  receipts 
had  been  £72  10s.,  and  that  a  balance  of  £3C  12s.  lid. 
remained  in  his  hands  to  the  good  of  the  association.  The 
report  also  stated  that  2000  yearling  trout  had  been  pur- 
chased and  put  into  the  tributary  waters  during  the  year. 
The  Earl  of  Wharncliffe  was  re-elected  president ;  Mr. 
T.  E.  Piatt,  treasurer;  Mr.  B.  Thompson,  secretary j 
and  Mr.  James  Fawcett,  Crown  Hotel,  assistant  ditto, 
from  whom  all  tickets  are  to  be  obtained.  Mr.  E.  Moore, 
Hardrow,  was  added  to  the  list  of  vice-presidents.  A 
resolution  was  carried  to  purchase  and  insert  2000 
additional  yearling  brown  trout  in  the  tributary  streams 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.  The  annual  dinnsr  was 
held  at  the  Crown  Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening,  March  23, 
Mr.  G.  Brodeiick  occupied  the  chair,  and,  in  addition  to 
the  members  of  the  association,  about  sixty  farmers  having 
water  used  by  the  association  attended  with  free  tickets; 
and  an  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Toasts  to  the  Queen, 
the  Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Associition,  the 
farmers  present,  and  the  host  and  hostess  were  unani- 
mously given,  in  proposing  which  Capt.  Fryer,  Mr.  Moor, 
and  others  strongly  condemned  spawn  fishing  and  other 
illegal  baits,  and  hoped  every  member  would  do  his  level 
best  to  have  those  practices  suppressed.         J.  Eouth.  . 


Large  Pike. — It  was  reported  last  week  that  Mr.  A.' 
Menzies,  of  Watergate,  Grantham,  had  taken  out  of  the 
canal  water,  connected  with  the  Grantham  Angling 
As3(ciation  at  Denton  Bridge,  a  handsome  pike,  weighing 
161b,  2oz.,  and  since  then  Mr.  R.  G.  Brings,  of  Leicester, 
has  lauded  one  of  similar  weight  out  of  the  Denton 
Reservoir,  which  can  only  be  fished  by  permission. 


Too  MUCH  STRESS  Cannot  be  laid  on  the  fact  that  in  the  whirl  of 
unnatural  excitement,  and  ui  the  Ktruggle  for  existence  ia  (bis 
generation,  iio  attention  wliatover  is  vouchsiftd  to  the  moat 
ordinary  rules  of  health.  When  th«  musclos  bee  .ine  relaxed,  ths 
nerves  over-sensitive  and  delicately  strung,  and  the  brain  wearies 
at  the  slightest  tasli,  these  symptoms  are  part  of  Nature's  warning 
tliat  the  delicate  organism  of  the  human  frame  U  out  of  gear.  In 
moRt  cases  a  gentle  stimulant  and  mild  restorative  is  all  that  is 
requited  to  impart  fresh  vitality  to  the  jaded  nerves,  and  it  is 
a  well-known  fact  that  a  few  doses  of  Ilollovvay's  Pills  work 
wonders,  and  restore  the  lost  tone  of  the  nervous  sy»t«m. 
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REVIEW  OF  PAST  SEASON'S  ANGLING 
AT  OVERSCAIG. 


Now  that  the  trout  angling  season  in  the  North  of  Scot- 
land is  approaching,  it  may  be  (jf  interest  to  give  the 
following  stuisucs  of  the  sport  obtained  by  anglers  fiom 
Oversnig  Hotel,  on  the  Duke  of  Sutherland's  esta'e. 
The  details  are  taken  from  the  well-kept  register  provided 
by  the  estate,  and  filled  up  daily  at  the  hotel,  but  here  we 
only  give  summaries,  which  are  as  fallows  : — 
Monihs,  Sal- Wei?ht.Feroi-. Weight.  Trout.  Weisht. 

mon.   lb.  lb.  lb. 

March  and  April  —  ...      51  25 

May    -     -   102  57 

Jnn»  .    4      40      .    —   —    ...    2-396  985 

July  .    -     -    ...    1     5i    ...    4787  1820 

August    —     —    ...    4   34J    ...    2606  958J 

September   -     -     ..    2   13     ...     367  177^ 

TotalB   4      40         7     43      10,309  4023 

In  the  course  of  the  season  the  various  waters  yielded  as 
follows  ; — 

Months.  Sal- Weight.Ferox.'Weight.  Trout. Weight. 

mon.     lb.  lb.  lb. 

Loch  Shin  _  ..  4  40  .  .  4  28^  ..  3011  1495^ 
Loch   arid  river 

Merklam    —     —    ...    1      9    ...    1962  1115^ 

LochCrriam   —     —    ...    1     10    ...    1196  501 

Garvie,  Gorm, 

Carm,  and 

other  minor 

lochs  and 

streams    —     —    ...    1       6    ...    4140  908 

Totals   4     40         7     53        10,309  4023 

The  sport  of  season  1893  has  been  a  record  one  so  far  as 
known.  The  following  abstracts  will  show  at  a  glance  the 
total  takes  and  total  weights  for  each  season  during  the 
past  five  years,  viz.  : 

ton.  cwt.  qr.  lb. 
1894.  Total  flah  (aU  kinds)    oOSS  aggregating     0      19  2 
189.5.        „  „  8093  .,  1      15     1  J 

189fi.        ,.  .,  74.50  „  1      1-2     0  17i 

1597.        „  ,,  7992  „  17     1  13J 

1898.        „  .,  10,309  ,,  1       li     3  0 

Grand  total  in  five  years    3.8,893  7      11     0  13 

Eegarding  the  largest  number  of  trout  to  one  boat  in 
one  day  it  may  be  mentioned  that  during  the  season  sixty- 
eight  baskets  made  forty  trout  and  upwards,  nine  baskets 
eighty  to  one  100  trout,  and  eight  baskets  100  up  to  185 
trout  each  in  one  day.  The  heaviest  of  individual  baskets 
for  one  day  ranged  as  follows  :  Seventeen  baskets  ranged 
from  151b.  to  20ib  each,  thirtv-five  baskets  from  201b.  to 
301b.,  and  five  baskets  from  301b.  up  to  361b.  in  one  day. 
From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  July  js  the  most 
prolific  month  for  sport,  while  Loch  Shin  yields  by  far 
more  £s^  than  any  other  loch.  Its  trout  are  also  the 
heiviest,  being  in  round  numbers  about  Jib.  each  for  the 
whole  seascn.  B. 


BAD  BOLL  FLT  FISHING  CLUB,  LTD. 


(New  Eegclations  Geeatly  in  Favour  of  Non- 
'  Members.) 

The  fishing  of  the  club  extends  to  sixty  miles,  both 
banks  of  the  river — which  is  practically  the  whole  length 
of  the  Kiver  Wutach. 

About  eight  miles  of  this  (i.e.  four  miles  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  hotel,  and  four  miles  at  a  distance  of  about 
ten  miles)  is  free  to  visitors  stopping  at  the  hotel. 

Weekly  tickets  enabling  visitors  to  fish  the  whole  of  the 
river,  price  M.  12. .jO,  and  (Government  Licence  M.  12). 

The  whole  of  the  river  is   cirefully  preserved  and 
stocked  by  the  club — no  fish  under  9in.  may  be  taken  out. 
All  appliciticns  for  rooms  shouli  be  forwarded  to — 
HERR  BOGNER, 
Bad  Boll  Hotel. 

bei  Bonndorf,  Baden. 
Or,  Herr  Fritz,  Ochsen  Hotel,  Thiengen,  Baden. 
There  are  three  ways  of  getting  to  Bad  Boll : — 

1.  — To  Bule — from  thetca  to  Thiengen  and  Weizen — 

drive  about  fourteen  miles  to  the  hotel. 

2.  — To  Freiburg  ria  Strassburg — from  thence  by  rail  to 

Xeustadt  (twenty  miles) — thence  drive  of  about 
fourteen  miles  to  the  hotel. 
Freil/urg  may  al.^o  conveniently  be  reached  from 
Bale  in  about  fifty  minutes  by  rail. 

3.  — To  Donaneschingen  via  Strassburg,  from  thence 

drive  of  about  fourteen  miles  to  the  hotel. 

By  either  route  a  carriage  would  on  application  be  sent 
from  the  hotel  to  meet  visitors. 

Fare,  return  to  Bale,  1st  class,  £H  33.  9d. ;  2nd  class, 
£5  193.  H'l.    Available  forty-five  days. 

Beat  train  11  a  m.  Victoria,  arriving  at  Biile  6  a.m.  next 
morning ;  Thiengen  about  8  30. 

The  hotel  tariff  is  from  six  to  eight  marks  per  day, 
ezclnsiTe  of  wine. 

Visitors,  of  course,  musfc  adhere  strictly  to  the  fishing 
rules  of  the  Club,  which  can  be  seen  at  the  hotel. 

The  surrounding  scenery  is  lively,  and  the  river 
undoubtedly  affords  good  sport. 

Any  enrjniries  can  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Bogner,  at  Bad 
Boll ;  or  to  Mr.  K.  Mnnro,  at  No.  1,  The  Sanctuary,  West- 
minster ;  or  R.  A.  Bevan,  Esq.,  Horsgite,  Cuckfield. 


SCHOOI,  BfjOK.s,  DrcnosARrF.s,  Ac,  IncIadInK  Mr.  Jackson'i 
Upright  Writing  Cop;  Bookn,  in  EngVmb  and  otfaar  Langaages, 
OTblidhed  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  <!sCo.,Llnalted.  St.  Duastan'g 
BuDM,  F«tt«T  L»D«,  London.   Can  be  ha<l  on  application. 


LOUTH  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  above 
association  was  held  in  the  Rising  Star,  Eastgate,  on 
Monday  evening  last.  The  pretideiit  (Mr.  C.  W.  .1.  Bell) 
occupied  the  chair.  The  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Jos.  Osborn), 
reatl  the  report  and  statement  of  accounts,  which  shoi^eu 
that  the  total  receipts  (with  £9  9s.  Cd  brought  forward 
from  last  year's  ai  count)  amounted  to  £17  73  ,  and  the 
expenditure  to  £9  19s.  6d.,  which  with  £4  4j.  for  one  year's 
reut  of  water  at  North  Reston,  due  1st  Juno,  1899,  would 
leave  a  balance  in  hand  of  £3  Ss.  <>J.  The  report 
showed  that  three  angling  competitions  had  been 
held  during  the  past  season  :  two  down  the  cinal  on 
June  16  and  Nov.  3  last,  at  which  there  were 
four  and  three  prizes  given '  respectively.  The  other 
was  at  Hobhole  on  Sept.  22,  three  prizes  being  awarded 
on  that  occasion.  The  weather  on  each  day  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  Lord  Heneage  gave  the  members  per- 
mission for  a  day's  fishing  on  his  prtserves  at  Benniworth 
on  Sept.  1,  a  good  number  of  members  taking  advantage. 
A  fine  trout  was  caught  by  Mr.  Clements  at  this  outing, 
which  weighed  41b.,  and  which  has  since  been  preserved 
by  Mr.  Kew.  Mr.  Elsey,  of  Baumber,  also  gave  permis- 
sion to  the  members  for  a  day's  outing,  on  Jan.  19  last,  to 
the  lake  and  ponds  at  Stourton  Hall,  which  was  greatly 
enjoyed  by  the  members  who  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity.  Very  good  sport  was  obtained.  The  Chair- 
man moved  that  the  report  and  statement  of  accounts  be 
passed.  Mr.  Cartwright  seconded,  and  they  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to, 

,^p°  River  Reporters  xvho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  weather 
has  not  been  genial  enough  for  the  trout  to  make  any 
movement  in  the  rivsr  to  give  evidence  of  their  where- 
abouts, and  inspire  the  anglers  with  any  encouragement 
for  the  opening  day  at  the  end  of  next,  week.  It  will  be  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Thames  river-keepers' 
dinners  I  have  been  conspicuous  in  my  absence,  and  under 
any  circumstanoM  it  could  not  have  been  avoided  owing  to 
my  being  phytioally  unable  to  put  in  an  appearance. 
There  is  no  denjiog  the  fact,  these  friendly  re-unions  were 
of  my  own  origination,  and  there  was  no  function  in 
connection  with  the  river  I  enjoyed  more  thin  to  meet  the 
keepers  and  others  on  that  occasion.  All  I  could  do  this 
year  was  to  send  the  usual  subsciiption.  My  great 
supporter  in  the  first  movement  was  the  present  Baroness 
Burdett-Coutts,  and  it  was  through  her  liberal  support  it 
was  successfully  carried  on,  and  limited  to  the  society's 
own  men,  and  others  who  were  helper.^  in  the  work.  It 
wasthe  custom  of  the  late  Mr.  Gowland,  of  Crooked-lane,  to 
present  on  each  occas'oa  a  choice  fat  goose  ;  and  amongst 
other  contributions  in  kind  was  a  splendid  York  ham  from 
the  late  Rev.  J.  Drummond  Money,  then  residing  at  Wey- 
bridge,  who  was  brother-in-law  of  the  baroness,  and  I 
believe  one  of  his  sons  is  now  the  popular  rtotor  of 
Weybridge.  These  recurring  events  remind  me  of  many 
happy  gatherings  of  various  kinds  during  my  long  period 
of  office.  I  have  also  been  compelled  to  decline  this  week 
the  kind  and  courteous  invitation  of  the  committee  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  for  the  annual  banquet  on  Monday 
last,  and  at  which  I  have  regularly  attended,  except  last 
year,  fcr  over  thirty  years,  and  also  ore  I  received  from 
Mr.  Amphlett  some  little  time  back  for  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  which  he  has  made 
so  eminently  Buccefsful.  This  bitterly  cold  weather  is  a 
stoppage  to  everything.  Head  river-keeper  William 
Douglas  informs  me  as  regaids  the  perch,  "  They  have 
not  tegun  spawning  yet."  lie  also  says:  ''The  jack  up 
the  country  have  begun,  but  this  cold  weather  will  keep 
them  back  again."  There  can  be  no  doubt  directly  we 
get  a  mild  change  the  perch  will  be  ready,  and  no  doubt 
the  T.A.P.S.  will  get  the  swans  away. — B, 

  (Eton).— The  prospects  for  the  opening  of  the 

season  for  trout  on  the  Ist  is  far  from  promising  at  the 
present  time,  snow  having  fallen  during  the  past  two  days, 
and  the  frost  being  more  severe  than  at  any  time  during 
the  winter.  Needless  to  say,  not  a  single  trout  has  baen 
seen  on  the  move  during  the  last  week,  with  one  exception 
that  being  lOOO  turned  into  the  river  on  the  20th  by  the 
Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Association,  every  one  of 
which  arrived  in  the  most  healthy  and  lively  condition, 
and  which  were  turned  into  their  new  home  without 
delay,  500  being  taken  upstream  by  Messrs.  Stevenson  and 
Strange,  pjiloted  by  James  Bunce,  and  500  downstream  by 
the  popular  chairman  of  the  association,  Mr.  Arthur 
Brown,  and  your  humble  servant.  A  number  of  trout 
anglers  assembled  opposite  Her  Majesty's  waiting-room  at 
the  G.W.R.  stition  to  inspect  tho  above  consignment  on 
arrival,  and  the  one  gratifying  expres'^ion  to  be  heard  from 
one  and  all  was  :  "  I  never  saw  a  better  lot  in  my  lifa." — 
Cecil  H(iwlett. 

  (Hampton  Court). — This  is  the  only  report  of 

any  consequence,  and  William  Milbourne  writes:  "  I  have 
seen  several  trout  move  between  here  and  Thames  Ditton, 
but  most  of  them  have  been  small  ones.  This  cold  we.ither 
will  keep  the  big  fish  down,  and  it  is  impossible  at  preient 
to  say  what  big  fish  we  have  got." — B. 

  (Iieohlade,  Crick  ade).— The  coarse  fishing 

season  closed  in  these  districts  under  favourable  conditions 
as  far  as  water  and  weather  was  concerned,  the  water  being 
in  capital  condition,  and  the  weather  left  nothing  to  be 


desired.  Some  excellent  sport  brought  tho  season  to  a. 
close  at  St.  John's  Bridge,  a  gentlemen  here  getting  a 
splendid  catch  cf  roach  and  perch,  several  of  the  former 
being  Ijlb.  each.  In  the  Kempsford  and  Castle  Latrm 
watr-rs  some  tc'od  spoit  was  had  wilh  perch  and  p'ke,  a 
lot  of  the  lat'-er  falling  to  Mr.  Falkner's  rr.d.  A  re>i>/.me 
of  some  of  the  best  specimen  fish  taken  during  the  piet 
season  may  not  be  out  of  place.  A  pike  of  l^P-  m  the 
Radcot  wat=rs,  one  of  191b.  and  another  of  131b.  in  the  bt. 
John's  Bridge  waters.  A  barbel  of  OJlb.  from  the  tame 
waters,  and  a  perch  lib.  13  .z.  From  the  Inglesham 
waters  a  brace  of  teroh  of  CJIh.  weight,  and  a  brace  of 
chub,  caught  on  my  own  rrd  *ith  a  Brown  Alder,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Coin,  weighed  6Jlb.  Several  dace  of  \Z  >z. 
and  14oz.  have  been  taken,  ana  on  the  Leach  near  to  the 
Thames  one  night,  in  two  hours,  fourteen  nets  were  good 
for  nearly  600  very  fine  crayash,  baited  for  with  bullock  s 
liver.  Trouting  prospects  at  present  are  excellent,  the 
water  being  in  fine  condition. — Ra.mbler. 

  (Richmond  to  Staines).— Head  river-keeper 

William  Douglas  made  his  customary  visits  on  the  two 
first  days  of  the  fence  season  throughout  the  entire 
district  watched  over  by  the  T.A.P.S.,  and,  after  carefully 
searching  all  the. parts,  he  reports  having  found  them  all 
clear  of  any  fish. — B. 

Anoholme  District. — Angling  operations  are  quite 
at  a  standstill  owing  to  severity  of  the  weather.  We  have 
sharp  frost  ard  a  coating  of  snow.  Before  the  storm,  one 
young  gentleman  took  four  trout,  and  several  aquatic  flies 
were  beginning  to  hitch  out,  as  well  as  a  few  land  fliea. — 
THOjrAs  Ford  (Caistor). 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach.  Cambs.).— The 
last  three  days  of  the  past  season  finished  up  with  summer 
weather.  Numerous  anglers  took  advantage,  when  fifty 
pike  were  had  round  the  Lode  up  to  51b.  each.  Con- 
sidering the  quantity  had  here  during  the  last  threa 
months  it  must  improve  the  roach  angling  the  next  season. 
On  this  water  the  fish  generally  are  early  spiwners,  but 
this  year  they  are  full  six  weeks  earlier.  Taking  every- 
thing into  account,  this  river,  with  its  many  drawbacks 
with  the  continued  drought,  compares  very  fav  urably 
for  spott  upon  the  whole.— J.  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge.  ,  , 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  33  str let).— March  21. 
—We  have  relapsed  into  mid-winter— six  inches  or  more  of 
snow  and  stinging  frost,  aooompanied,  curiously,  by  one  or 
two  claps  of  thunder,  and  flashes  of  lightning.  Wind  N., 
bitterly  cold,  threatening  more  snow  ;  river  full  of  snow 
broth.  Angling  is  consequently  off.  There  will  not  be 
much  more  done  now  btfire  the  summer  feason 
commences,  about  the  latter  part  of  June.  Pike  fishing 
has  been  rather  poor  during  the  past  season,  and  roaching 
only  fair  During  the  bright,  though  cold,  days  succeed- 
ing the  15th  I  sampled  a  trout  stream,  and  found  fish  in 
fair  condition.  There  is,  however,  practically  no  public, 
and  very  little  subscription  trouting  in  Norfolk,  though 
the  piivate  trouting  is  generally  equal  to  any  obtainable 
elsewhere.  There  are  changes  at  both  the  Wroxham 
riverside  inns,  but  anglers  and  visitors  will  still,  I  believe, 
find  good  accommodation  for  fishing  and  boating.- C.  H. 
Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).  —  Some  ve^^y  nice 
baskets  of  fish  were  creeled  at  the  end  of  last  week,  Mr. 
J.  Edmond  had  a  fine  lot  of  four  dozen,  fishing  the  waters 
frcm  Totnes  up  to  Buckfastleigh,  and  Mr.  H.  Wright,  of 
the  latter  place,  has  had  more  good  sport.  On  Saturday 
he  basketed  three  and  a  half  dozen,  and  two  d-zen  the 
previous  day,  the  fly  mainly  used  being  the  Blue  Upright. 
Other  takes  were  somewhat  small,  but  the  fish  taken  are 
in  g -od  condition.  This  week  very  little  has  been  done, 
the  snow  water  from  the  moor,  together  with  the  sta-p 
frosts,  having  made  the  water  too  cold.  The  river_  is  too 
low  for  salmon  fishing,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a 
flood  down  soon,  which  would  tend  ti  improve  spirt 
considerably,  as  fish  a'e  plentiful.  The  same  flies 
(Edmond's  Palmer,  Half  Stone,  and  March  Brown)  may 
be  used. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  streams.  —  The  streams  are  running 
very  low,  and  a  good  spite  is  needed  to  brighten  spore  up. 
The  water,  too,  is  very  cold,  owing  to  the  trosts  and  occa- 
sional snow  showers,  so  that  only  small  takes  have  been 
made.  "The  Dart  has  shown  about  the  best  sport  with 
trout,  but  salmon  fishing  has  been  almost  entirely  unpro- 
ductive. The  March  Brown  and  Uprights  are  most  used. 
The  northern  streams  are  well  stocked,  but  baskets  are 
small ;  and  on  the  southern  rivers  the  cold  snap  has  inter- 
fered with  the  good  sport  whic'a  was  being  obtained. 
Eight  inches  is  the  limit  now  placed  on  trout  taken  from 
the  Otter,  and,  as  fish  do  not  run  large,  anglers  will  be 
considerably  handicapped.  The  first  two  salmon  taken 
from  the  Teign  fell  to  the  nets,  and  trouting  has  tesn 
practically  nil  in  the  lower  waters,  although  bass  are 
plentiful.— Devonian. 

£ze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  has  now  takena 
very  wintry  turn,  the  wind  hovering  in  the  east, 
accoinpinied  by  light  falls  of  hail,  sleet,  and  snow.  Treat- 
ing is,  of  course,  slightly  "off"  for  the  present.  Several 
rods  have  been  cut  during  past  few  days,  and  in  spite  of 
cold  and  generally  bad  conditions  some  fair  creels  have 
been  had  all  round.  One  fish  (of  three  brace),  which  fell 
to  Mr.  Hussey's  rod  on  Saturday  last,  was  exceptionally 
well-conditioned,  and  weighed  Ijlb.  Salmon  fishing  is  at 
a  stands'ill  now  for  want  of  water,  even  the  rods  at  Salmon 
Pool  having  to  give  over.  M.  ssis.  B..ker  have  killed  ten 
springers,  all  being  had  in  first,  week  or  so  of  season,  and 
a  day  or  two  since  Mr.  Baker,  jun.,  landed  a  well-mended 
kelt  after  an  hour  and  a  quarter's  pliy  weighing  close  upon 
151b.— Red  Palmer. 

Fan  Diitrl  t  (South  Xiincs.  and  Cambs.).— 
A  cold  snap  which  set  in  last  week  his  delayeU  for  the 
prt sent  all  thought  of  pursuing  the  djinty  trout  in  this 
district.  There  are  one  or  two  items  worth  mention  for 
the  last  days  of  the  coarse  season,   A  fine  perch,  scaling 
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2lb.,  was  secured  from  Jackson's  Hole  at  Surfleet.  There 
were  also  some  good  spscimen  roaob  secured.  Trout 
prospects  are  by  no  means  good  at  present. — Limpet. 

Idle  Oistrmt  (Koreb  Notts;.— Coarse  tish  anglers 
have  laid  away  thpir  tackle  for  three  months,  and  only  a 
very  few  anglers  will  yet  bo  tempted  to  turn  their  attention 
to  trour..  There  are  a  ft-w  of  this  specifs  in  tho  un- 
protec  ed  waters  of  the  main  stream,  bat  the  pro- 
tested wafers  of  the  Idle  uud  its  tributaries  are  well 
Btuclieri.  Pioprietors  nf  tislierie?,  however,  do  not  trouble 
th^m  till  about  the  middle  of  April.  For  a  week  or  two, 
therefore,  angling  will  he  at  a  discnunt. — L. 

Iiakt)  Vyrnwy  (Norih  Wales). — Arctic  weather 
has  prevailed  duiing  the  week,  aud,  in  consequence, 
anglers  have  not  been  able  to  do  very  much.  On  Saturday, 
however,  there  were  a  couple  of  houra  of  mild  sunshine, 
duricg  which  Mr.  David  Pine  creeled  twenty-five  fish, 
141b.  2oz.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  Briggs  took  four  fish, 
21b.  13oz.;  Mr.  Pine,  five,  31b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Horne.  three, 
21b.  5oz.  ;  and  Dr.  White,  one,  12oz.  On  the  17th,  Dr. 
White  killed  five,  41b.  3jz.  ;  Mr.  Pine,  three,  21b.  loz.  ; 
Mr.  Crowther,  four,  21b.  7oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Horne,  two, 
lib.  9oz.  On  the  18th,  Dr.  White  took  seven,  31b.  Soz. ; 
Capt.  Tomkin,  four,  21b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Horne,  four,  21b.  9oz. ; 
and  Mr.  Crowther,  five,  21b.  lloz.  Oh  the  20th,  Mr. 
Crowther  killed  six,  2lb.  14oz. ;  and  Mr.  Pine,  five, 
21b.  7oz.  On  the  2l3t,  Dr.  White  killed  four,  21b.  loz  ; 
and  Mr.  Crowther,  two,  lib.  Soz.  The  best  fish  of  the  week 
was  taken  by  Dr.  White — -weight  lib.  4oz. — Long  Drift. 

Isea. — Friday,  March  31,  is  the  last  day  up  the  Lea  for 
retaining  roach,  chub,  bream,  &o.,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing,  prospects  for  the  wind  up  of  the  season  are  far 
from  encouraging.  Snow  has  fallen  in  the  Lea  Valley, 
and  the  weather  appears  very  unsettled.  Bitterly  ojld 
winds  have  been  expeiisnced  lately,  and  no  sport  worth 
recording  among  the  roach  is  reportel  down  to  the  time 
of  writing  (Wednesday  night).  The  water  has  been  very 
bright.  Should  the  weather  improve,  a  good  many  anglers 
may  be  expected  to  visit  the  river  this  next  week.  There 
are  a  number  tof  club  matches  fixed  for  to-morrow.  The 
opening  of  the  trout  fishing  season  is  a  month  later  than 
the  Thames,  viz.,  on  May  1,  and  when  the  weather  was 
more  genial,  several  fish  were  noticed  on  the  move  in  the 
upper  reaches.  The  present  season  for  roach  has  been  the 
worst  experienced  for  years  on  this  river.  Earlier  in  the 
season  want  of  water  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  prime 
causes  of  the  wretched  sport  experienced.  There  are 
plenty  of  fish  about,  however,  most  anglers  being  united 
on  the  point. — Izaak  Walton. 

I^ugfg  ana  .^I'jrow  (liueoininste?).  —  Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  still  keep  in  cipital  order  for  angling, 
being  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  was  fine  and 
suitable  for  angling  up  to  the  end  of  last  week,  but  a 
Buddeu  change  to  )k  place,  and  snow  and  sharp  frosts  have 
been  had  this  week  which  has  quite  upset  anglers'  cilcula- 
tions,  and  has  also  been  the  means  of  preventing  a  good 
number  of  flies  coming  on  the  water.  The  flies  to  use 
when  the  weather  gets  warmer  are  the  February  Red,  Blue 
Dun,  and  Palmer.  A  good  few  March  Browns  were 
coming  on,  but  the  frosts  have  been  against  them.  Sport 
will  be  quiet  until  the  weather  takes  up  for  warm,  but 
more  snow  has  to  fall  before  we  gi't  that.  The  Pinsley  is 
running  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

IiMgg,  Arrow,  aud  Pinsley  (Eing'sland).— Elvers 
are  in  good  order,  but  the  weather  is  a  complete  bar  to 
sport.  Severe  frosts  by  night,  and  every  sort  of  weather 
by  day — fog,  snow,  and  sunshine — with  wind  for  the  most 
part  north  or  east.  Very  few  flies  to  be  seen,  and  scarcely 
any  trout  rising.  I  see  no  prospect  of  improvement  till  a 
favourable  change  occurs,  and  the  atmosphere  becomes 
warmer  and  more  spring-like. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nsine  (JPeterbopouffli). — The  pike  fishing  season  is 
generally  considered  to  have  been  a  fairly  average  one,  and 
finished  with  several  good  catches.  Fishiag  at  Blather- 
wyche,  near  Oandle,  a  Stamford  gentlemm  cxught  a  pike 
ECjling  ISJlo.,  and  a  short  time  previously  he  caught  two 
others,  weighing  141b.  and  14^1b.  respectively.  Mr.  A. 
Menzies,  who  is  well  known  in  Peterborough,  while  fishing 
near  Grantham,  Btcared  a  splendid  pike  of  over  16Ib.  in 
weight.— E.  A.  S. 

North  iStaiFordshire  Rivers. — The  lovely  spring 
weather  of  last  week  has  been  superseded  by  the  severest 
winter.  Snow,  ice,  and  cutting  winds  have  once  more 
proved  the  variableness  of  ilia  English  climate.  All  this 
has  given  a  check  to  angling.  Rivers  are  tempting  enough 
BO  far  as  their  appearance  is  concerned,  but  fishing  is  off. 
Last  wesk  a  few  red)  tried  the  fly  and  obtained  sport, 
notably  Mr.  Alderman  Hamptun,  who  fished  the  Dove  at 
Clifton,  and  sucoeed-jd  with  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  and 
Coachman.  The  lucky  angler  tn  the  Sow  referred  to  last 
week  caught  a  burbot,  not  a  "  barbel,"  a  very  scarce  fish. 
— F.  W.  Dale. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  running  down  to  summer 
level,  and  trout  are  sporting  fairly  well.  The  moors  are 
now  covered  in  snow,  bo  I  expect  for  a  few  days  nothing 
will  le  done.  A  new  rule  to  be  enforced  on  the  Tavy  and 
Piym  district  is  that  all  fishermen  ubing  day  tickets  must 
have  them  with  them  or  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  fish. 
Last  year  a  fisherman  living  at  Mannamead  or  Ddvonport 
could  post  a  Is.  postal  order,  and  siy  he  had  gone  fishing  ; 
and  the  agent  could  fill  out  the  card  and  keep  it  for  him  to 
send  to  the  keeper.  This  he  cannot  do  now ;  he  must 
obtain  it  before  he  goes  out.  The  Dart  has  provided  some 
good  baskets,  and  the  Moavy  also;  but  it  has  been  too 
cold  for  the  upper  waters  on  the  moors  yet. — William 
Hkakdkk. 

&f«vern,  V^mwy,  Tanat,  aud  Cain  (Llauymy- 

ne<  h). — On  Tuesday  la^t  there  was  a  very  heavy  fall  of 
snow  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  did  not  remain  very 
long  on  the  ground,  but  in  const  cjuonce  of  tliis  state  of 
affairs  all  these  rivers  are  tinged  with  snow  water,  and 
very  little  sport  has  bsen  had  by  anglers.  In  the  Severn 
and  Vyrnwy  several  large  pike  have  been  taken,  and  at 


present  they  are  getting  more  voracious  every  day,  so  that 
trollers  have  every  prospect  of  good  sport  during  the 
Easter  holidays,  and  all  trout  anglers  will  most  heartily 
thank  them  for  th«ir  efforts  to  rid  these  rivers  of  the  most 
deadly  enemy  of  the  trout.  For  some  reason  or  other, 
best  known  to  themselves,  no  permits  have  as  yet  boen 
issued  by  those  in  authority  on  the  Tanat,  but  it  is  hoped 
they  will  see  their  way  to  do  so  very  shortly,  eo  thdt 
visitors  to  this  pleasant  place  during  the  ensuing  holidays 
may  be  allowed  to  fish  in  this  noted  trout  stream,  which, 
I  ke  the  Cain,  holds  trout  of  the  very  best  flavour.— 
Vyrnwy. 

^uassx  Biivera  and  Chiohester  Canal.— From 
recent  reports  the  past  season  for  coarse  fish  has  not  been 
up  to  the  average.  Drought  in  the  early  period  of  last 
year  interfered  materially  with  sport ;  and  year  after  year, 
despite  improvements  in  tackle  and  skill,  fish  keap  pace  in 
wariness.  How  many  big  fish  have  been  hooked  and  lost 
in  all  waters  ?  It  is  always  the  biggest  fish  that  brf  ak 
away,  and  the  lesson  learned  is  not  soon  forgotten.  We 
have  had  the  first  foretaste  of  winter  in  the  south  now 
that  spring  is  upon  ua — snow  and  frost  in  a  slight  degree. 
Rivers  are  in  good  order,  and  the  Conservators  of  the  Onsa 
have  decided  to  keep  the  water  open  between  the  Flour  and 
Oil  Mills  for  pike  fishing,  «,s  the  rainbow' trout  are  having  a 
bad  time  of  it  with  Esox  lucius.  Tne  water  will  be  kept  open 
until  the  end  of  April  for  coarse  fishing,  excepting  pike 
and  dace.  The  Rother  is  worth  a  visit  later  on,  as  it 
holds  some  good  trout  up  to  3Jlb.  The  canal  at  Chichester 
has,  as  far  as  I  can  glean,  yielded  over  200  pike  this  season, 
the  heaviest  7Jlb.  There  are  some  heavier  fish  in  the 
water,  and  with  the  enormous  quantity  of  small  fry,  pike 
thrive  well  here.  Harbour  fishing  will  soon  be  remunera- 
tive among  the  smelt.  A  few  have  been  taken  with 
ragworm  trom  the  sluice  at  Appledrum,  but  warmer 
weather  is  needed  to  bring  them  up  in  quantities. — George 
F.  Salter. 

TaflF  (Iilandowror,  Carmarthenshire).— We  have 
had  a  fresh,  and  the  river  at  time  of  writing  (March  20)  is 
a  good  colour.  A  few  nice  fish  have  been  caught.  Weather 
very  cold. — H. 

Taw  (North  Dtvon).— No  rain  for  weeks,  and  fishing 
has  been  very  bad,  the  rivers  almost  down  to  summer 
level,  cl«ir  as  crystal,  sni  the  mornings  frosty.  No 
fisherman  of  any  knowledge  would  attempt  it  at  present. 
The  flies  which  are  tempting  are  the  Blue  Upright  (real), 
hare's  flax,  gold  twist,  witli  a  hackle  colour  of  dry  rust, 
and  the  same  with  Red  Upright,  with  black  list.  March 
Browns,  this  fly  is  not  plentiful  on  the  waters  yet.  Rain 
must  come  soon,  or  no  Easter  fishing.  A  gentleman 
returned  to-day  with  a  dish  of  trout,  averaging  6oz. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  ( ^ampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Fishing  not  so 
good  as  last  week  owing  to  low  state  of  the  river  and 
nightly  frosts. — H. 

Teme  diudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  up  to  the  end  of  last  week  was  good  for  fishing, 
and  sinc>i  then  we  have  had  a  change,  and  winter  has  come 
on  us  quite  sharp.  On  Monday  night  there  were  sixteen 
degrees  of  frost,  and  on  Tuesday  the  weather  was  very 
cold,  and  snow  fell  at  intervals,  and  covered  the  ground 
about  an  inch  deep,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  sharp 
frost.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  sun  is  shining  brightly, 
but  is  very  cold,  and  snow  threatens,  and  before  any 
warm  weather  will  be  had  we  shall  have  more 
snow.  The  snow  and  frosts  have  been  against 
the  flies  coming  out,  and  March  Browns  were  coming 
on  in  good  numbers,  ani  the  fish  had  begun  to 
take  them,  but  they  will  be  thrown  back,  and  the  prospects 
for  sport  with  them  is  little.  Angling  this  week  has  been 
very  slow,  and  only  a  few  rods  out.  Fishing  on  Friday, 
Mr.  R.  Smith,  with  the  minnow  under  Whitcliffe,  landed 
two  small  pike,  and  run  a  third.  The  same  angler  on 
Monday  took  a  nice  trout  nearly  lib.  weight.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clune,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  a 
nice  level,  and  in  order  for  fishing.  The  snow  has  made 
no  difference  to  them,  and  with  warmer  weather  thare  will 
be  some  good  dishes  of  fish  taken  with  fly  and  worm.— S. 
Lddlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  con- 
tinuiug  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  aud  a 
nice  level.  The  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  been 
very  severe,  and  there  has  been  quite  a  return  of  winter, 
and  snow  has  been  had,  followed  by  very  severe  frosts  at 
night,  and  has  been  against  anglers  going  out.  The  fish 
have  not  been  mo  nag  well,  as  the  cold  has  been  against 
flies  being  on,  ana  the  March  Brown,  which  was  coming  on 
in  good  numbers,  has  been  thrown  back,  and  the  outlook 
for  sport  with  it  is  not  at  all  promising.  The  best  flies  to 
use  are  the  Blue  Dan,  March  Brown,  and  February  Red. 
— Worcester. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).  —  Rivers 
at  present  are  very  low,  with  cold  easterly  winds,  and  very 
little  fishing  done  just  now.  Another  flood  is  needed  very 
much. — Pontsenny. 

Witham,  fto.  (Mid-Iainoolnshira). — Iii  consequence 
of  the  cold  and  wintry  weather  anglers  of  this  district  are 
not  inclined  to  turn  their  attention  to  sport.  We  shall 
want  more  sunshine  and  a  more  genial  atmosphere.  The 
last  days  of  the  coarse  season  were  notable  for  the  captures 
of  pike.  At  Birdney  Lock  a  Lincoln  sportsman  caught 
eighteen,  and  another  fifteen,  averaging  4lb.  each.  A  short 
distance  off  a  couple  of  spottsmen  got  fourteen  brace  of 
pike  up  to  61b.  Many  pike  were  caught  between  Tatter- 
shall  and  Boston.  Several  heavy  fish  were  also  reported. 
— Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— River  very  low.  No  angling 
done.    Very  cold,  and  alight  snow. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Aire,  Rye,  &o.  (York- 
shice). — The  trout  fishing  season  opened  with  very  low 
water  and  remarkably  hot  weather,  and  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  last  the  few  anglers  out  caught  some  nice  fish  with 


the  minnow  on  fine  Ariel  tackle  and  with  the  worm  fished  . 
well  up  stream,  but  in  no  sinfle  instince  was  anything  like 
a  decent  basket  made,  and  pisoators  who  tried  the  fly  met 
with  very  moderate  sport.    During  the  hot  weather  a  . 
good  few  flies  were  to  be  seen  on,  but  now  all  are  gone,i 
for  on  Saturday  the  weather  changed  from  summer  tol 
winter,  since  then  the  fearful  north-east  and  norths 
westerly  winds  with  keen  frost  and  blizzird-like  enowi] 
storms  have  played  havoc  with  outdoor  pastimes  and  work|B 
and  the  farm^^rs  with  early  lamb  flocks  are  h^tvi'  g  a  sorrn 
time  of  it.  in  some  places  in  Yorkshire  13.  16,  20,  and  29 
degrees  of  trost  having  been  reported.    I  need  hardly  sijw 
few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week,  and  the  few  that  havai 
braved  the  intense  cold  have  only  met  with  very  bad  sport.  1 
The  contrast  between  the  aspect  of  the  country  now  and  u 
week  ago  is  great,  and  Wensleydale,  as  I  see  it  to-day,i^ 
looks  far  more  like  grayling  fishing  than  trout.  Every, 
thing  and  everybody  1  loks  shrivelled  up,  and  until  a  much 
desired  change  takes  place  trout  fishing  is  out  of  the  queg. 
tion,  many  of  the  trout  streams  being  frozen. — J.  B. 
Miller,  Nsrthern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph. — Respecting  the  Nidd,_  Mr.  Riley 
Fortune  writes,  angling  matters  are  very  quiet.  Several 
of  U8,  tempted  by  the  fine  weather  on  the  16th,  had  a  day, 
but  very  little  was  done.  We  got  a  few,  but  they  were 
not  in  good  condition.  The  hard  frost  has  sent  them  off 
again,  and  brought  grayling  on.  A  good  number  have' 
been  hooked  and  returned.  It  was  ever  thus  !  No  sooner 
has  the  close  time  arrived  for  either  trout  or  grayling  than 
they  commence  to  feed  madly.  Rainbows  were  in  evidencs. 
A  fair  number  have  been  landed.  They  have  increassd  in 
size  considerably  from  last  year,  and  were  in  very  much 
better  condition  than  brown  trout.  The  Harrogate 
Angling  Association  turned  in  500  brown  trout  (yearlings) 
into  the  water.  The  energetic  Farrar  Stead  is  still  on  the 
warpith,  and  at  Ric'imond-on-Swale  Charles  Spencer  waa 
fined  £4  123.  6d.  for  suppling  salmon  roe  tor  angling 
purposes.  The  storm  continued  very  severe,  with  every 
prospect  of  a  continuance,  according  to  indicitions,forthe 
aneroid  is  rising. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station- street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Bsk  aud  Iiidd'e.  —  Although  the  weather 
is  gradually  becoming  more  genial  for  angling  purposes, 
sharp  frosts  have  been  frequent  during  the  last  ten  days, 
and  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Spring  salmon  are  still 
scarce,  and  little  sport  has  been  got  with  them.  Trout  are 
improving  in  condition,  and  a  few  have  been  creeled  in  the 
Canonbie  water  and  in  the  upper  reaches.  Salmon  kelts 
are  still  in  the  river,  but  fewer  than  in  some  former 
seasons  previous  to  the  advent  of  April.  Mr.  Mason 
hooked  a  salmon  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water,  but  after  a 
brief  run,  it  escaped.  The  river  is  now  running  low  and 
clear,  and  a  flood  is  badly  wanted  to  sweep  away  the 
remaining  kelts.  The  Netherby  reserved  water  has  yielded- 
nothing  up  to  the  present  worth  recording — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Baster  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Sport 
has  been  so  poor — almost  nil,  in  fact — thatfereral  anglers, 
including  Messrs.  Young  and  Simmonds,  left  for  London  a 
few  days  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barratt  are  still  on  the 
Invercharron  waters  ;  but,  unfortunately,  there  is  not  the 
ghost  of  a  chance,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather. 
Snow  lies  from  7in.  at  sea  level  to  1ft.  in  upland  districts, 
where  wreaths  accumulated,  and  road  trafllic  is  suspended. 
— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  rod  and  net  salmon 
fishings  on  the  river  Deveron  has  been  very  unproductive 
during  the  past  week.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  last  week  the 
water  was  getting  low  and  clear,  but  on  Saturday  a  snow- 
storm of  unusual  severity  broke  out,  and  showed  little 
abatement  in  the  middle  of  the  present  week.  The  heavy 
snow  fall  brought  down  masses  of  snow,  which  nut  the 
river  into  very  bad  order.  Angling,  meantime,  is  at  a 
standstill.  The  net  fishermen  continued  working  the  neta 
on  the  river,  but  scarcely  a  fish  was  got.  One  caught  cn 
Monday  scaled  91b.  On  the  coast  the  fishermen  have  not 
been  at  sea  since  Friday  of  last  week.  The  heavy  gale 
from  tho  north  brought  in  a  tremendous  sea,  sweeping  the 
nets  at  the  various  stations  from  their  position,  and  it  will 
take  some  time  when  the  storm  subsides  before  they  can 
be  repaired  and  put  in  position.  For  this  week  only  one 
light  box  of  fish  was  railed  to  the  market. — H.  W. 

Iiairg  (Sutherland  N.B.).— A  few  days  ago  Mr.  H. 
Mackay  was  out  for  a  couple  of  hours  on  the  hotel  waters,' 
Loch  Shin,  and  landed  nineteen  trout,  aggregating  71b., 
which  is  considered  very  good  so  early  in  the  season.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  week  a  very  severe  snowstorm  set 
in.— B. 

Loch  Naver  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Mr.  John  Fraser, 
head  keeper,  Altnaharra,  was  out  on  the  9th  inst.  and 
caught  a  salmon  of  81b.  On  14th  he  landed  two,  weighing 
71b.  and  lOlb.  At  present  the  whole  country  has  a  deep 
coating  of  snow.  Such  a  storm  in  March  has  seldom  been 
experienced. — B. 

Loch  Ness  (Poyers  Hotel),  N.B.— On  Monday, 
March  13,  Mr.  James  R.  Shan,  Glasgow,  killed  one 
salmon,  weighing  91b.  ;  and  on  March  18,  one  of  161b, — S. 

TiLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— On  the  hotel  water, 
10th,  Mr.  Smerdon  Roe  killed  salmon,  181b.  15th,  on  the 
reserve  water,  Mr.  Mclntyre  killed  salmon,  221b.  16th, 
on  reserve  water,  Mr.  Mclntyre  killed  salmon,  191b.  20th, 
on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  Smerdon  Roe  killed  salmon,  18!b. 
— W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— On  March  15,  Mr.  Ware  had 
two  salmon,  181b.  and  20lb.  16th,  Mr.  Ware,  one,  201b.; 
Mr.  Menzies,  one,  191b.  18th,  Mr.  Pigou,  one,  19lb.  20th, 
Mr.  Clephan,  three,  2llb.,  20lb.,  and  191b  2lst,  Mr. 
Clephan,  one,  171b. ;  Mr.  Ware,  two,  301b.  and  22lb. ;  Mr. 
Pigou,  one,  201b.  Two  boats  out;  looh  in  good  ply.— 
H.  J.  Maisey. 
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Nftver  (Bettshlll,  N.B.).— On  13th,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  got  a  Falznon  on  Beat  No.  1  ;  aod  Colonel 
Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge,  two,  of  191b.  and  OJlb.,  on  No.  4. 
On  14th.  General  Hume,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  Balmon 
on  No.  3.  On  15th,  Mr.  Campbell  caught  on  the  aame 
heat.  On  ICth,  Mr.  Earle  Dr.ix,  Skelpicb  Lodge,  had 
one  salmon  on  No.  2 ;  anl  on  l/ch,  twj  on  No.  3.  Very 
severe  weather  at  presect  prevails — B. 

ITortli-Eaat  of  Scotland. — The  blizzard  towards  the 
close  of  last  week,  and  the  severe  snowstorm  prevailing 
since  thm,  has  almost  put  spirt  oat  of  the  question  for  the 
nonce.  On  the  upper  reaches,  however,  a  few  fish  have 
been  got.  although  the  Duke  of  York,  who  is  staying  at 
Abergeldie  Mains,  has  scarcely  wet  a  line  since  coming 
north.  With  a  thaw,  however,  matters  will  bs  quite 
different.  On  the  Ballater  Hotel  waters,  Mr.  Bristowe 
had  two,  of  201b.  and  8lh.,  one  of  71b,,  oneof  71b.,  and  two, 
of  71b.  and  81b.  respectively,  on  different  days  out  ;  while 
Mr.  Fergueson  had  two,  of  171b.  and  131b.,  and  one  of 
121b.  On  the  private  waters  at  Invercauld,  Mr.  H  L. 
Craik  had  two,  of  71b.  and  Sib.  On  the  Cambus  O'May 
water,  Mr.  Tyringham  creeled  one  of  Sib.,  and  Phillip 
(gillie),  one  of  81b.,  while  Mr.  Granville  had  oneof  121b.  Col. 
FeUi  Rhodes  has  taken  the  Morven  fishings  for  the  eeasDn. 
On  the  Monaltrie  water,  Sturtcn  had  one  of  Slbs.  and  one 
of  "lb.  Fish  are  plentiful  and  quality  steadily  improving. 
On  the  Glentana  waters.  Col.  Brinkman  (from  Profeits) 
had  two  fish,  of  71b.  and  101b.,  a^jd  one  of  81b.  On  the 
Huntley  Arms  reaches,  Mr.  White  Jervas  creeled  one  of 
71b.  J  Mr.  Scott,  five,  about  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Crawshaw  had 
four,  from  1.31b.  to  221b.  A  freshette  is  mujh  needed, 
and  will  improve  sport  vastly  in  these  parts.  On  the 
Ballogie  water,  Mr.  Edward  Driimmond  creeled  one  of 
71b.,  three,  of  "lb.,  81b.,  and  101b.,  and  ens  of  81b.,  during 
the  past  week,  while  Sir  John  Gladstone,  on  1  he  Black- 
hall  water,  had  six  on  the  13th,  14th,  and  1.5th  inst., 
ranging  from  61b.  to  141b.  in  weight.  On  the  Lodge 
water,  Mr.  Wm.  Lamond  creeled  his  first  fish  for  the 
season,  of  81b.,  while  Major  Davidson  had  one  of  71b., 
and  one  of  7ilb.,  two  days  out  on  Dess  waters.  On 
Carlogie,  Dunn  (gUlie)  had  a  small  fish  of  51b.  On  the 
Cairnton,  Mr.  T.  Turner,  Farley,  had  several  of  average 
weights.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  fresh  run  fieh  in  the 
lower  reaches.  Wednesday  Evening. — The  snowstorm 
stiU  continues,  with  heavy  frost  accompaniment.  Eivers 
full  of  ice  floatsam,  and  anglers  fairly  snowed  off. 
Lord  Garicch  and  the  Earl  of  Lisburn  arrived 
at  the  Borrow  stone  fishings  on  the  18th.  They  found 
their  quarters  at  Potarch  Inn  occupied,  which  were 
secured  in  October  last,  and  have  raised  an  action  against 
Machray,  the  proprietor,  in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court, 
to  obtain  access  to  them.  Four  days  have  been  granted 
wherf-in  to  lodge  defences.  Such  an  action  is  quite 
peculiar  in  the  north.  The  salmon  fishings  on  the  eist 
coast  have  been  almost  nil.  Prices  reached  the  top  figure 
of  the  season  to-da,y,  when  salmon  sold  for  Ss.  IJd.  per  lb. 
The  Ythan  tidal  has  been  yielding  good  sport  till  present 
storm  intervened.  The  Duke  of  York  has  not  been  able 
to  be  on  the  river  but  at  very  trifling  intervals  all  this 
week  past.  No  signs  of  abatement  of  storm  ;  rather  the 
opoosite. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Invaran,  N.B.).— On  6th  inst ,  Mr.  Park, 
fishing  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  101b. 
Balmon.  On  7ch,  Mr.  Slater  caught  a  7-pounder.  On 
10th,  Mr.  Menzies  got  one  of  91b.  On  14th,  Mr.  Park 
landed  one  of  101b. ;  on  15th,  a  12-pounder;  and  on  16th, 
one  of  81b.  This  week,  weather  stormy  and  sport  blank. 
— B. 

Bouth  of  Scotland. — The  bleak  weather  experienced 
daring  the  closing  diys  of  last  week  has  been  followed  by 
most  severe  wintry  weather.  The  frost  has  been  most 
intense  in  this  part  of  the  country  since  Sunday  night. 
The  river  Annan  was  frozen  over  in  some  of  the  still  run- 
ning pools  on  Monday  night.  Such  severe  frost  in  the 
third  week  of  March  has  not  been  registered  for  a  great 
many  years.  The  power  of  the  sun  soon  asserts  itself  but 
where  the  sun's  rays  does  not  reach  the  ice  holds.  To- 
night (Wednesday),  the  temperature  is  again  extreme. 
Angling  has  been  out  of  the  question  this  week, 
no  one  caring  to  face  the  cold  north  winds.  In  the  Annan, 
on  Monday,  two  or  three  salmon,  all  kelts,  were  hooked 
and  landed.  These  were  of  course  pat  back  to  the  water, 
uninjured.  No  rods  have  been  out  trout  fishing  this  week, 
but  a  few  trout  were  caught  last  week  by  a  number  of 
anglers.  It  is  y*t  too  early  for  river  trout,  as  they  are 
not  in  cindition  for  taking  ;  those  that  I  have  seen  have 
been  lank  and  out  of  order.  There  has  been  no  rise  of  fly 
on  the  water  except  the  February  Red,  which  I  saw  afort- 
nightago.  No  March  Brown  have  hatched  out  this  seafon. 
The  prospects  for  the  Eitter  holidays  are  not  very  bright 
for  anglt-rs  this  year.  The  waters  are  very  low  and  clear, 
and  with  no  more  rain  between  now  and  Easter  trout  will 
take  some  catching  with  fly.  Any  of  the  small  baskets 
litely  caught  were  taken  with  the  clear  water  worm  at  the 
head  of  pools.  In  the  Sol  way  the  nets  have  been  having  a 
poor  time  of  it  Iat.ely.  At  one  of  the  chief  stake 
net  fishings  not  a  single  salmon  was  caught  during 
the  whole  of  last  week.  Some  of  the  other  stake 
net  fisheries  on  the  Scotch  side  of  the  Firth 
have  been  taking  a  few  odd  salmon,  but  there  is 
not  a  sixth  pirt  of  the  fish  caught  as  compared 
with  the  oorresp  mding  period  of  last  year.  The  fisher- 
men werB  getting  Za.  per  lb.  for  salmon  at  the  end  of  last 
week.  The  Nith,  of  Dnmfries,  the  Galloway  rivers,  as 
also  the  streams  of  Ayrshire  show  no  sport  to  anglers  at 
present,  and  nothing  is  being  done  in  the  tributiries.  In 
the  Derwent  the  sea  trout  kelts  are  making  their  way  down 
to  the  Solway  now  in  numbers.  We  want  a  good  fall  of 
rain  to  tdke  away  the  frost.  With  a  turn  of  mild  weather 
and  sou'h-west  winds  some  sport  would  probably  be  had 
by  anglers  during  i;astertide.  There  is  no  appearance  of 
a  change,  but  this  severe  weather  cannot  lajst  long  at  this 
time  of  year.— Heathkreeli,. 


Tay. — Fishing  on  Tay mount  water,  on  the  15th  inst., 
Mr.  Ronald  Murray  landed  one  fish  of  171b.  ;  and  on  snme 
water,  16th  inst.,  Mr.  Cox,  Dungasthill,  bad  two,  of  2Glb. 
and  171b.  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  fishing  on  Stanley  water, 
on  16rh  inst.,  cnught  three  fish,  weighing  23ilb  ,  20ilb., 
and  17ib.  On  Dulguise  water,  on  17th  inst.,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Mackworth  Praed  landed  two  fish,  of  221b.  and  151t). 
Fishing  the  Upper  Dclvure  water,  on  15th  inat.,  Mr.  Lt^af 
had  a  fine  .oalmon  of  151b.  ;  and  on  17th  inst  he  had 
Hnother  of  201b.  Out  on  the  Tay,  from  Fisher's  Hotel, 
Pitlochry,  Dr.  Anderson  had  one  salmon  of  191b. ;  and 
Mr.  Younger,  ens  of  181b.  on  18th  inst.  On  the  hotel 
water,  on  the  Tummel,  Mr.  R.  McLaren  landed  a  salmon 
of  211b.  On  Faskally  water,  Mr.  Henry  Peters,  on 
18th  inst.,  killed  a  splendid  new  run  salmon  of  201b.  ; 
and  on  22nd  inst,  one  of  221b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Kivers. — 
The  uncertainty  of  the  weather  in  this  notthern  climate  of 
ours  has  been  signally  verified  since  my  last  notes.  Lxst 
week  up  till  Friday  night  the  weather  was  almost  June 
like  ;  since  then,  however,  the  scene  has  changed,  and 
winter — frost  and  snow — reigns  supreme,  while  the  cold, 
north-east  winds  are  enough  to  pierca  one  to  the  marrow. 
Of  course,  there  has  been  no  fishing  this  week  owing  to  the 
weather  conditions,  and  should  the  temperature  not  change 
soon  anglers  will  be  disconsolate.  Of  those  who  had  the 
best  baskets  of  trout  last  week,  when  it  was  tishable 
weather,  Mr.  David  Maxwell,  Kelso,  had  two  fiue  baskets 
of  lOlb.  and  51b.,  both  got  on  the  Teviot  with  fly,  while 
Mr.  James  Affleck,  clothier,  Helton,  had  one  of  4lb  ;  Mr. 
James  Robertson,  Kelso,  one  of  5lb  ;  Mr.  Robeit  Robert- 
son, one  of  81b.,  and  41b.  of  grayling,  and  on  another  fish- 
ing day  he  had  a  dish  of  2Jlb.  of  nice  trout.  Mr.  William 
Barff  had  a  dish  of  31b. ;  Mr.  W.  Thompson,  61b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Robert  Ferguson,  one  of  2Jlb.  Other  baskets  have 
been  killed  varying  in  weight  from  21b.  upwards  to  SJlb., 
but  those  given  above  are  the  best.  Pike  fishing  still  goes  on 
apace  here,  and  on  the  Teviot  last  week  Mr.  Frank 
Stephani,  Kelso,  had  one  of  5lb.,  with  spoon  bait ;  Mr. 
James  Affleck,  one,  on  the  aame  river,  at  a  favourite!  cast 
above  "  Gogram,"  which  scaled  nearly  61b.,  and  on  Friday 
last  he  had  one  at  the  same  place  of  51b.  weight.  Mr.  A. 
Denholm,  on  the  Tweed,  has  had  a  basket  of  4lb.  of  gray- 
ling and  trout  mixed,  while  Mr.  Richard  Newton  had  Sib. 
of  trout  and  grayling  in  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  combined  in 
one  day's  fishing.  I  have  just  learned  that  a  beautiful 
basket  of  trout,  weighing  131b.,  was  killed  on  the  Eden 
and  Tweed  by  Mr.  John  Mercer,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Kelso  ;  but  this  was  a  whole  day's  fishing,  not  merely  an 
hour  or  two.  On  Friday  last,  Mr.  Charles  Hunt,  Com- 
mercial Hotel,  Kelso,  had  a  fine  basket  of  two  dozen  of 
Tweed  trout,  all  in  good  condition,  and  all  killed  with  fly. 
Of  salmon  fishing  there  is  not  much  to  speak  of.  A  few 
have  been  killed  on  the  various  waters,  but  fish  seem  to  be 
very  scarce.  On  the  Hendersyde  water  (Sir  Richard 
Waldie  Griffiths's),  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle,  Westwood 
Cottage,  Kelso,  has  had  three  good  size  salmon,  and 
again  this  week  I  understand  he  has  had  two 
more.  On  the  Tweed,  at  Tillmouth,  Capt.  French 
had  a  nice  salmon  of  7Jlb.  I  heir  that  two  fish  have  been 
got  on  tlie  Floors  upper  water,  but  no  authoritative  record 
has  come  to  hand  regarding  this  take.  No  fishing  has  as 
yet  taken  place  on  the  lower  Floors  water,  nor  yet  on  the 
Ednam  House  casts,  while  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
famous  stretches  at  Makerstoun  and  Rutherford.  I  may 
state  that  the  common  yellow  trout  are  not  yet  rising 
freely  to  the  fly,  and  that  a  great  preponderance  of  these 
fish  are  to  be  found  in  all  trout  anglers'  baskets.  These 
fish  are  very  numerous  at  present  in  both  the  main  rivers, 
Tweed  and  Teviot,  and  are  taking  the  fly  freely,  hut  they 
are  now  beginning  to  spawn,  many  of  these  fish  having 
been  sQin  lately  on  their  favourite  spawning  grounds  at 
the  West  end  of  Kelso  Bridge.  The  Tweed  net  salmon 
fisH  ig  during  the  past  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as 
could  be  wished,  having  been  8omewha.t  worsa  than  the 
previous  week,  which  was  bad  enough.  Salmon  show  no 
improvement  in  numbers,  and  there  has  been  a  slight 
decline  in  the  number  of  trout  caught  in  the  liver  and  on 
the  sea  coast.  At  the  sea  coast  fisheries  matter  are  even 
worse.  Prices  are  high  :  Salmon,  2s.  lid.  per  pound  ; 
trout,  23.  per  pound  ;  as  compared  with  2s,  2d.  per  pound, 
and  23.  for  trout. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Boyle. — Fishing  here  has  just  commenced,  and  not- 
withst^anding  the  cold  weather,  those  who  ventured  out  are 
having  very  fair  sport.  In  fact,  for  the  last  few  weeks, 
fishing  has  been  better  than  the  opening  of  any  season 
recorded.  Mr.  Wills,  Rockingham,  fishing  Lough  Key  has 
got  more  trout  up  to  to-day,  March  21,  than  he  killed  all 
last  season.  Hopwell  J.  S.  Morrell,  Esq.,  Corradoo  Hall, 
fithing  on  Lough  Arrow  is  also  having  very  good  sport ; 
up  to  the  present  his  best  day  was  five  trout  and  six  pike. 
A  local  angler  on  Lough  Gara,  Friday,  March  17,  hocked 
and  played  six  good  trout  but  only  killed  two  of  them,  and 
this  was  casting  from  the  boat  with  the  artificial  fly,  which 
speaks  well  for  the  Fish  Preservation  Society,  as  five  years 
ago  such  fishing  at  such  a  place  would  be  folly.  Owing  to 
the  extensive  netting  carried  on  there,  and  which  I  am 
glad  to  state  is  not  heard  of  now.  May  Fly  fisherj  to 
Lough  Gara  this  year  have  a  glorious  time  before  them,  as 
I  know  the  lake  is  much  beltsr  stocked  with  trout  than 
last  year,  and  then  it  was  the  best  lake  in  Ireland  for 
dapping.  Mr.  Dickie  and  two  friends  killed  in  one  day 
last  May,  twenty-two  trout  over  401b.,  and  Mr.  F.  Monson, 
fame  day,  killed  twelve  trout  to  his  own  rod.  They 
weighed  281b. — Georoe  Taylor. 

Boyne  (OTa-van  Section).  —  NotwithstaEding  the 
adverse  conditions  in  respect  to  weather  and  low  water,  a 
few  fish  are  being  taken  on  the  best  fisheries.  Indeed,  on 
the  Slane  Castle  water,  Capt.  Coppinger  and  friend  have 
had  good  sport,  having,  I  hear,  taken  about  forty  fish 
since  the  season  opened,  including  several  about  301b.  It 


s««ms  that  the  first  ran  of  big  fish  did  not,  as  supposed, 
pass  this  section  in  the  big  flood  in  the  latter  part  of 
January,  but  were  fctipped  below  S.'ane  by  the  hard 
weather.  A  strong  westerly  breeze  two  days  latt  week 
has,  however,  bf  ujht  forw-ird  a  epringling  <  f  these,  with 
the  rpHult  that  on  Upper  Black  Castle  Mr.  Francis  Ley 
and  his  fisherman  have  during  the  past  we<-k  taken  ele\ea 
fish,  average  weight  18  b.  On  Ardmulchan  four  were 
taken,  including  one  281b.,  and  1  understand  two  or  three 
fii-h  were  taken  iu  the  Btackallan  Reach.  On  Lower 
Blackcastle,  and  on  the  Blackwater,  the  river  is  far  too 
low,  and  angling  is  useless  on  these  until  we  gtt  a  flocd. 
At  present  the  water  is  lower  than  it  generally  is  in  the 
summer.— Cr>ARKT  Fly. 

Caragh  Lale  (Caragh). — Fishing  since  last  report 
has  not  been  up  to  the  mark.  However,  trout  fishing  on 
the  mountain  lakes  is  better.  Mr.  Steele  took  a  spring 
talmon  Sib.  weight  on  the  lower  Caragh  river;  Mr.  Eyre 
Stack,  a  trout,  ."^Ib.— G.  C. 

Cork  Rivers. — Salmon  angling  returns  from  all  the 
principal  rivers  open  for  angling  show  generally  an 
improvement,  though  matters  are  still  far  from  satis- 
factory.—T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Oalway).— The  river  is  running  down  fast. 
Spring  fish  are  showing  up  better,  and  there  must  be  a  fair 
stock  in  it.  The  takes  up  to  date  do  not  number  a  dozen 
spring  fish.  The  weather  is  bright,  but  cold  and  frosty. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragh  and  Inay.— Sport  has  shown  much 
improvement  on  the  above  waters,  and  basket.i  of  two 
dozen  brown  trout  were  common  last  week.  The  fish  had 
were,  on  the  whole,  of  a  small  size. — T.  J.  D. 

Hast  Tyrone  Rive-s- — Angling  is  almost  at  a  stand- 
still on  the  Blackwater  and  Ballinderry,  owing  to  the 
"  cold  snap  "  and  low  water.  There  will  be  little  or  no 
sport  till  the  temperature  rises. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ball; shannon  and  Bel.'eek\ — Trout  did 
not  rise  well  on  this  river  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
pist  week,  in  consequence  of  north-sast  wind  prevailing 
since  last  report. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Keiry  Rivers.— Sport  at  salmon  has  been  of  the 
dullest  description  on  all  the  Kerry  rivers  where  angling 
has  commenced.  The  weather  has  been,  on  the  whole, 
favourable  since  last  report,  though  the  water  in  some 
instances  was  not  in  the  best  order.  Brown  trout  fishing, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  been  of  a  good  description,  gene- 
rally speaking. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork). — The  continued  north-east  wind  and 
clear  sky  is  an j  thing  hut  inviting  from  a  fisherman's 
point  of  view,  and  few,  except  "hardy  "  anglers,  have 
been  out  for  the  past  week.  However,  those  who  have 
ventured,  have  been  fairly  successful.  On  Warrenscourt, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Jameson,  13Jlb.  On  Lee  Mount,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Crawshay,  9ilb.,  Sjlb  ;  Mr.  A.  C.  Bouring,  9lb.  On 
Upper  Nettleville,  Col.  Broderick,  101b.  On  Oak 
Grove,  Mr.  F.  M.  Leader,  91b.,  111b. ;  H.  G.  Stanley, 
12Jlb.  On  Ballineadig,  Capt.  Richards  (Hants  Regiment), 
7ib.,  12Jlb  ;  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  81b.,  15lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Bullen, 
9!b. ;  andR.  St.  John  Belbin  (London),  16lb.  OnCronody, 
Capt.  Gubbins,  R.A.,  7Ib.,  71b.  At  the  waterworks 
numbers  of  fine  fish  are  congregating,  waiting  for  a  rise  in 
the  river,  to  move  up,  and  a  few  have  been  taken  by  the 
rod  anglers.  Mr.  R.  Murphy,  121b.,  101b.,  61b. ;  Mr.  J. 
Caulfleld,  101b.;  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell,  91b.— W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Iiongh  Ciirrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Salmon 
angling  continues  very  bad  on  Lough  Currane,  the 
principal  free  water  at  Waterville.  Only  two  salmon  have 
been  had  since  last  report — one  of  141b.,  by  Major  G. 
Cresswell,  Butler's  Arms  Hotel,  and  one  of  10|lb.,  by  E. 
Dennehy,  a  local  professional  angler.  The  brown  trout 
fishing,  on  the  other  hand,  has  given  good  sport  to  the  few 
anglers  that  have  been  out  occasionally  specially  after 
these  fish.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbnr,  co.  Galway).  —  This 
water  is  in  excellent  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  althcn2[h 
the  weather  is  cold,  several  baskets  of  trout  were  killed 
this  week.  The  best  trout  I  have  heard  of  yet  was  a  61b. 
one  killed  by  a  local  gentleman.  Everything  points  to  a 
successful  season. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Melvin. — During  the  early  part  of  the  past 
week  the  weather  was  very  mild  for  the  time  of  year,  and 
consequently  salmon  anglers  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  afforded,  and  tried  their  luck  amongst  the 
salmon,  and  had  some  first  rate  sport  for  the  few  times 
they  were  out.  Mr.  J.  McCorry,  Mr.  J.  R.  Mulholland, 
and  Mr.  Murry  arrived  at  Scott's  Hotel,  Garrison,  on 
March  16 ;  and  on  the  17th  Mr.  J.  McCorry  landed  a 
beautiful  fresh  run  salmon  of  191b.  weight,  and  another  of 
101b.  weight;  Mr.  J.  R.  Mulholland  landed  one,  on  same 
day,  of  101b.  Mr.  Walter  H.  Wilson  landed  a  nice  fresh 
run  salmon  weighing  91b.,  on  the  16:h  ;  and  the  Rev,  Wm. 
Vomer  landed  one  of  101b.  on  same  day,  and  a  fine  trout 
{Salmo  fcrox)  of  51b.  Mr.  H.  G.  landed  a  handsome  fresh 
run  salmon  of  lllb.  on  a  trout  fly  on  the  18th  ;  and  the 
Rev.  Wm.  Verner,  on  same  day,  landed  another  fresh  run 
salmon  weighing  lllb.,  and  a  splendid  brown  trout  of  ojlb. 
Mr.  C.  P.  Blackham  landed  several  nice  trout  recently 
from  fib.  to  41b.  Mr.  Blackham  also  took  a  fine  plump  sea 
trout  we'ghing  2Jlb.  This  is  an  unusual  occurrence  in  the 
lake,  as  sometimes  years  elapse  without  a  sea  trout  being 
caught  in  it.  Trout  anglers  did  not  do  much  owing  to 
keen  north-east  wind  and  bright  sunshine  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  past  week,  but  in  the  early  part  of  the  week 
some  n'ce  baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  were  taken. 
At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  looking  settled,  and  good 
sport  is  now  certain. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Louga  Melvin  (Lower  Rsaches,  Einlaugh 
Bud). — The  past  week  was  one  of  many  weathers, 
changing  suddenly  in  the  early  pait  to  bright  summer-like 
days,  and  again  in  the  latter  part  to  real  winter  showers 
of  snow,  with  hard  frosts  at  night,  almost  euspeading  fly 
angling.   Some  nice  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  were  had 
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trolling  with  artificial  minnows,  from  lib.  to  31b.  Milder 
weather,  with  some  rain,  must  be  had  before  angling  ia 
again  a  success  — P.  Gallagher. 

nXonutaln  Lakes  ( Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  very  g')od  on  ihn  above  waters  since  last  report. 
Prospects  for  nexh  week  are  not  as  go  id  as  could  be 
wish^^d  for,  as,  owing  to  dry  weather,  which  is  likply  to 
continue,  the  waters  will  be  getting  low  rapidly. — 
T.  .1  D 

Slourue  (Newbonstewatt,  co.  Tyrone).— Unless 
a  flood  comes  ia  the  meantime  this  fine  river  will  be  rather 
low  for  the  opening  day — Saturday  next,  April  1— a  very 
suitable  date  for  those  who  believe  in  the  Johnsonian 
dictum.  The  prospects  are  very  good.  The  past  spawn- 
ing season  was  a  successful  one. — J.  A.  B. 

iloy,  Iiou^hs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balllna,  co. 
Mayo). — Owing  to  the  cold  north  wind  and  snowshowcra 
sport  was  dull  for  the  past  week.  Mr.  Benson  and  Mr. 
Baites  landed  several  kelts.  Few  kelts  w^te  landed  on  the 
lough.  Also  quite  a  number  of  clem  fish  are  to  be  seen 
in  the  pools  on  the  river. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Ca«tleconnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C. 
William 3  killed  two  salmon,  32Jlb.,  3'Jlb.,  on  20th.  On 
Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  201b.,  on 
16th.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed 
one  salmon,  381b  ,  on  16th,  and  one  salmon,  181b.,  on  20th. 
The  weather  is  now  a  trifle  colder,  with  a  few  very  light 
falls  of  snow.— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Though  several  local  and  visiting 
anglers  have  almost  daily  spent  a  few  hours  upon  the  pier, 
not  a  single  fish  of  any  kind  has  been  caught  during  the 
present  week.  The  water  has  been  so  much  disturbed  and 
thickened  by  recent  strong  breezes  from  north-east  and 
north-west,  that  fishing  prospects  are  exceedingly  poor. 
Several  falls  of  snow  have  taken  place  during  the  last 
three  days,  and  the  weather  is  still  bitterly  cold. — J. 

KiCHARDSON. 

Penzance. — Pier  anglers  have  only  had  very  poor 
sport  during  the  past  week,  and  now  we  are  having  snow- 
storms from  the  north.  Long  liners  have  been  catching 
great  quantities  of  ling  during  the  past  week— two  to  four 
hundred  a  boat — and  selling  at  the  absurdly  low  price  of 
7d.  a  fish.  Mackerel  boats  off  20th,  but  no  fish  as  yet. 
— H. 

Plj  moutll. — I  am  writing  this  under  more  favourable 
circumstances  than  last  week,  when  I  had  a  nasty  fall 
over  the  stone  steps  at  West  Hoe  Pier.  I  don't  know 
which  is  worst,  stepping  on  orange  peel  or  sea  weed.  I 
ha\e  had  ten  days'  confinement,  anyhow,  through  it.  The 
weather  is  summer  one  moment  and  winter  the  next,  with 
snowstorms.  Not  much  doing  with  sea  fishing  in  such 
unsettled  weither.  A  few  pollack  about,  but  small ;  bass 
also  are  shy,  owing,  I  expect,  to  the  snow  water  from  the 
rivers.  The  trawlers  have  been  having  good  catches,  but 
being  Lent,  of  course,  prices  have  hsen  high.  Not  much 
benefit  to  the  trawlers,  though  ;  the  retailer  gets  the 
biggest  pull.  Some  of  our  hooking  boats  that  fish  with 
boulters,  having  as  many  as  2000  hooks,  have  had  bad 
luck,  losing  their  lines  through  the  heavy  catches  of  fish 
— gear  all  parted,  and  they  have  lost  all.  They  use,  as  a 
rule,  lines  of  sixty  fathoms  length,  and  sometimes  from 
six  to  a  dozen  of  these  tied  to  each  other,  so  the  loss  is 
considerable.  Two  or  three  boats  have  lost  their  lines 
through  fish  carrying  them  away.  There  has  teen  a  lot 
of  porpoises  in  the  bay  lately,  and  sharks  also.  This  may, 
in  a  measure,  account  for  it ;  they  are  very  fond  of  fish. — 
William  Hearder  (B  S.A.S.). 

Southend  and  Leigh.— March  23.  Fishing  here 
continues  at  a  standstill.  The  weather  is  very  cold,  and 
for  the  first  time  for  three  years  there  has  been  a  consider- 
able snowfall.  Some  members  of  the  B  S.  A.S.  have  been 
trying  their  luck,  Messrs.  Parker,  Handley,  and  Smelt 
amongst  the  number,  but,  I  regret  to  hear,  with  poor 
results.  I  cannot  recommend  fishing  here  just  now  as  the 
weather  is  Arctic,  and  there  are  no  fish,  even  the  trawlers 
have  been  doing  little.  Barometer  29"6in.,  with  upward 
tendency.  Wind  N.E.,  vaiiable.  Sea  smooth.  Weather 
clear. — Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 

Easter  Holidays.— Special  Notice.— In  order  that 
the  Fishing  Gazette  may  be  published  at  one  o'clock  on 
Thursday,  March  30,  to  ensure  delivery  in  all  parts  on 
Good  Friday  morning,  all  river  reports  intended  for 
insertion  for  next  issue  must  arrive  not  lateb  than  four 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  next,  March  29. 


Hepotts  from  Clu&s 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  43.  6d.,  Albion  Brothers,  and  £2  2s.  9d.,  Royal  George 
Angling  Societies'  donation  boxei. — Li.  Giiubnby. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastkrn  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  -visit  will  be  to  the 
Brunswick  Brothers  A. 8.,  Cherry  Tree,  Brunswick-road, 
Bromley-by-Bow,  on  Tuesday  next,  March  28.  Anglers 
who  will  favour  us  with  their  company  will  oblige. — G. 
Manning. 

Angiors'  Association  (No.  and  N.E.  District) 
Visiting  List.— On  March  21  the  Edmonton  and 
Tottenham  Angling  Society's  A.li.  box  was  opened  by  Mr. 
La  Moud,  and  contained  the  sum  of  £5. — T.  R.  C.  La 
Mono. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List. — Will  the  North  London  let  me  know  the  date 
which  they  wish  to  have  their  return  visit,  as  I  wish  all 
Booieties  on  my  list  to  take  a  visit  while  the  fence  months 


are  before  us  ?  Will  my  friend  Stretch  kindly  announce 
date  in  Fishing  Gazette? — Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — The  next  return  visit  takes  place  on  Monday 
next,  27rh  irst.,  at  the  Harcouit  A. 8.,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harcnurt-street,  Marylnbone-road,  near  Metropolitan 
Railway,  Edgware-road  Stati  «n  — Ben  Abrahams. 

Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Acton. — Last  punt  competition  of  the  above  took  place  at 
Twickenham  (six  punts  engaged  for  sime),  with  following 
result:  Messrs.  N.  Chick,  first;  F.  Blake,  second;  and 
A.  G.  Cole,  third.  Roach  over  8in.,  dace  over  7in.  only 
weigh  ;  club  size.  Mr.  N.  Chick  and  friend,  fishing  at 
Shepp^rton,  with  G.  Rosewell,  caught  nine  jack  (largest 
fish,  81b.  loz.) ;  also  landed  trout  of  91b.,  in  very  poor 
condition,  which  was  cxrefully  returned  by  puntsman  to 
become  wiser  in  future. — W.  Hovpell. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Frampton 
Arms,  Wells-street,  Hackney.— On  Monday,  the  13th 
inst.  we  had  our  return  visit,  fourteen  clubs  being  well 
represented,  our  clubroom  being  filled  to  overcrowding. 
A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  Manning  being 
asked  to  speak,  said  it  was  without  a  doubt  one  of  the 
best  attended  visits  it  had  been  his  pleasure  to  be  present 
at.  He  could  safely  say  he  had  never  been  present  at  a 
visit  where  so  much  care  had  been  taken  to  mike  it  a 
success.  After  a  few  words  to  the  members  and  friends 
present  re  concert  in  aid  of  the  restocking,  he  announced 
the  amount  in  the  Benevolent  Box — £2  43.  6J.,  which  was 
received  with  loud  applause.  Our  chairman,  Mr.  C.  J. 
King,  responded,  thanking  Mr.  Manning  and  all  clubs 
represented  ;  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  artistes,  which 
was  responded  to  by  Mr.  A.  Carey,  vice-chvirman,  after 
which  the  entertainment  was  kept  up  until  closing  time. — 
C.  J.  King. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate.  W. — 
On  March  22  was  quarterly  night  at  the  above  society, 
when  the  following  officers  were  elected  :  Mr.  E.  Jackson, 
chairman  ;  Mr.  C.  Turner,  vice;  Mr.  A.  Campion,  check 
secretary  ;  Messrs.  Blades  and  E.  Jackson,  A.  A.  delegates  ; 
Messrs.  Barker  and  Turner,  auditors  ;  G.  Prouten,  tjler. 
An  important  special  general  meeting  takes  place  on 
April  5,  when  all  are  requested  to  be  present.  I  must 
a'so  draw  the  attention  to  absentees  to  Rule  23  and  25. 
Messrs.  Jackson  and  Blades  gave  the  A.  A.  delegate  report 
of  20th,  and  was  passed.  Several  of  us  were  out  on  26th, 
and  the  only  one  who  saved  us  from  a  blank  was — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Amicable  Waltouian  Angling  Society,  The 

Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — In  my 
report  last  week,  I  gave  notice  that  we  were  to  have  a 
smoking  conceit  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  on  April  17,  but  finding  that  Mr.  Wade  is  to  give 
a  lantern  lecture  on  that  date,  I  have  postponed  it  until 
May  1,  when  I  trust  to  have  the  hearty  support  of  brother 
anglers.  In  giving  this  long  notice  I  trust  brother 
secretaiies  will  avoid  clashing  if  possible. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Several  of  our  members  were 
cut  on  March  19,  but  had  very  poor  sport.  I  beg  to 
remind  all  members  that  next  Wednesday  being  quarterly 
night  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  them  all  on  that  even'ng,  when 
we  shall  have  to  elect  new  committee,  new  chairman,  and 
new  secretary.  Report  sent  in  last  week  was  reported 
one  rudd,  lib.  Icz.,  should  be  lib.  lOoz. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.  —  Only  one  member 
weighed-in  on  the  19th,  Mr,  J.  Hobbs,  20Jlb.  of  roach  ; 
one  fish,  lib.  2oz.  None  of  the  five  members  who  were 
eligible  to  fish  for  the  four  consolation  prizes  in  the  Lea 
succeeded  in  taking  a  fish,  so  the  four  prizes  are  still  open 
for  them  to  fish  for  on  the  26th,  under  the  same  conditions 
as  last  week.  Mr.  W.  Wade  will  give  a  lecture,  accom- 
panied by  lantern  views,  on  a  fishing  trip  on  the  S.E.E., 
on  Tuesday,  April  18  (not  Monday,  the  17th,  as  announced 
last  week),  followed  by  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S,  at  this  society,  when  the  company  of  brother 
anglers  and  friends  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. — Alf 
Conn. 

Blackfriars  Augliag  Society,  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-street,  S.E, — Our  members  who  attended 
meeting  Wednesday  evening  have  subscribed  a  prize  outing 
for  March  26,  to  take  place  from  Rye  House  (roving)  as  a 
consolation  prize  for  members  not  having  taken  a  prize 
during  season.  Also  there  are  two  prizes  for  all  members 
to  fish  for.  Start  9  a.m.  train.  Our  three  leading  prize 
winners  for  the  season  are  Mr.  Merrygold,  Mr.  G. 
Howard,  and  Mr,  J.  Wheelhouse.  I  shall  thank  members 
to  settle  up  soon,  so  as  to  biing  off  supper  and  distribu^on 
at  an  early  date. — J.  Wheelhodse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  March  19  Mr. 
C.  Davis  weighed-in  dace,  Mr.  J.  Taylor  has  offered  a 
special  prize  for  the  specimen  roach  from  the  Lea  on 
March  2C, — T.  Paternoster. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society , 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  the  19th  several  of  our  members 
journeyed  up  the  Lea  as  far  as  Hertford,  but  met  with  the 
first  blank  this  season.  On  the  21st  there  was  a  fair 
attendance  of  members,  when  Mr.  E.  Luflingham  was 
elected  an  honorary  member.  Our  worthy  host  has  given 
a  timepiece  t)  he  fished  for  on  March  26,  River  Lea  only. 
Prize  winners  are  eligible.  Next  Tuesday  (28th)  will  be 
quarterly  night. — P.  B.  LoFT. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Our  competition  on 
March  5  proved  very  successful,  Mr.  Frank  Monks  taking 
first  prize  with  a  good  show  of  jack,  and  W.  Wallis 
ritnning  second  with  perch.  Our  final  prize  outing  took 
place  on  March  12  for  three  prizes,  Mr.  Frank  Monks 
again  taking  first  prize  with  jack ;  Mr.  B.  Lowrence, 


second,  with  fine  roach  and  chub;  J.  Smith,  third,  with 
jick.  A  good  attendance  is  requested  next  Tuesday  to 
arrange  for  annual  dinner. — 8.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  onited  Visiting 
List. — A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
Prince  cf  Wales's  A  S.  on  Monday  evening.  Mr.  Pevril 
in  the  chiir,  faced  by  Mr.  Baxter.  The  following  t  velve 
societies  being  well  represented,  viz.,  Lincoln.  Eustonians, 
North  London,  Royal  George,  Queen's  Piscati)rial,  Prince 
of  Wales',  Dibden,  Harcourt,  Camden,  Brorapton,  Cobden, 
and  Golden  Barbel.  They  had  a  room  full  of  company 
and  plenty  of  talent.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Dibden,  « 
date  later. — F.  Castle.  ] 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On  ' 
March  28  the  financial  year  closes,    I  hope  members  will 
come  up  and  clear  the  books,  and  also  pay  up  for  the  con-  . 
cert  tickets  taken  last  October.    All  members  not  clear  by 
April  4j  will  be  fined  as  per  Rule  43. — T.  Twyman. 

Collmgwood  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8.B.  —  Members  are 
informed  that  the  St.  Alban's  A.S.  take  a  visit  on  the 
8.L.U.V.  List  on  Monday  next,  March  27,  at  their  club- 
house, the  Rising  Sun,  Priuce's-road,  Kennington  Cross. 
Members  please  attend  and  give  them  a  bumper.  Mem- 
bers muster  next  Wednesday  evening  for  important 
business. — W.  H.  Stafford. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  March  19  several  members 
competed  for  five  prizes  in  the  Lea  at  St.  Margaret's. 
Messrs.  J,  Eagles,  first ;  H.  Poore,  second ;  and  W. 
Thompson,  third.  The  two  remaining  prizes  will  be  com- 
peted for  on  March  26,  at  St.  Margaret's  ;  same  conditions. 
Members  please  note  that  next  Tuesday  will  be  quarterly 
night. — S.  Malby. 

jQibdin  Angling  Society,  St,  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — At  Wednesday's  meeting  the  date  of  visit 
was  settled  for  Monday,  April  10  (first  Monday  a-fter 
Easter).  Clubs  will  be  duly  notified  by  post.  Delegates' 
report  stands  over  until  next  week.  The  members  then 
adjourned  to  Bostonian  A  S.,  and  spent  one  of  those 
evenings  for  which  that  club  is  noted. — Johnny  Edwards. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham.— 
On  13th  inst.  Mr.  T.  F.  Barlow  had  a  fine  show  of  roach, 
twenty-eight  fish  scaline  14lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Dyer  had  7lb.  of 
roach  and  perch ;  and  Mr.  F.  Reed,  41b.  of  roach.  On 
the  14th  Mr.  G.  Baynter  had  a  nice  show  of  roach.  On 
the  15th  Mr.  T.  F.  Barlow  had  101b.  of  jack.— W.  S.  Price. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  aiociety,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  19th  for  the  three  lapsed  prizes,  but  only  one 
was  taken,  by  Mr.  J.  Lloyd.  "The  remaining  two  to  be 
fished  off  on  March  26,  on  same  terms  as  last  week, 
namely,  roaming  of  the  Lea,  towing-path  only. — R. 
Murphy. 

Orange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-read,  S.E. — The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesjay  last,  Mr.  Chris  Green  occupying  the  chair.  A 
lantern  lecture  on  fishing  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  to  be 
kindly  given  by  Messrs.  W.  J.  Wade  and  F.  Lee,  was  fixed 
to  take  place  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  inst.,  at  8.30  p.m. 
Brother  anglers  and  friends  are  specially  invited.  A 
collection  will  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Angling. 
Preservation  Society. — W.  K. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  a  poor  show  from 
the  Lea  on  March  19,  in  fact,  almost  a  blank.  Our 
return  visit  takes  place  on  Monday  next,  when  our  old 
friend  Mr.  T.  Twyman  will  take  the  chair. — A.  E. 
Payne. 

Hoxtou  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  March  19  Mr.  J.  Wiltshire 
saved  us  from  a  blank,  with  roach.  On  the  occasion  of 
our  next  Bohemian  concert,  on  Tuesday,  April  11,  Mr. 
G.  B.  Shipton,  host  of  Sturt  Arms,  New  Noith-road,  has 
kindly  consented  to  occupy  the  chair  ;  faced  by  Mr.  B. 
Brockett,  secretiry  Original  Alexandra  A. 8.,  in  the  vice. 
— Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 

ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  March  19,  but  returned  with  a  blink.  We 
met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair,  when  the 
minutes  were  read  and  confirmed. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angli'^g  Sooiety,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  There  are  two 
special  prizes  to  be  competed  for  on  March  26,  on  the  Lea, 
between  the  Rye  House  Bridge  and  Ware  Park  Mill. 
There  are  also  two  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday  next, 
29th  inst.    Same  conditions  as  on  March  26. — H.  B. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — Our  last  competition  for  the  season  1898 
was  not  a  pronounced  success,  as  only  a  small  number  of 
members  attended  it.  The  day  was  remarkably  fine, 
blight  sunshine  being  in  dazzling  evidence  all  day.  The 
water  was  very  low  and  clear,  so  much  so  that  thousands 
of  fish  could  be  seen  on  the  gravel  beds,  evidently  pre- 
paring for  family  duty.  The  first  prize  was  not  won,  the 
limit  of  weight  not  being  reached;  but  the  second  prize 
was  won  by  Mr.  Jeffeiiea,  and  the  third  by  Mr.  Pierce. 
So  far  the  trout  taken  from  the  Reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae 
are  bickward  in  condition,  as  it  is  a  later  water,  but  by 
Easter  they  ought  to  show  up  much  better.  For  the  fine 
competition  promoted  by  Capt.  Ormrod,  Wyresdale 
Fishery,  which  is  fixed  for  24th  and  25th  inst.,  the  five 
prizes  for  which  are  live  trout  for  stocking  purposes,  Mr, 
Hunt  has  been  elected  to  represent  this  association, 
Capt.  Ormrcd  clears  the  fifty  competitors  from  all 
expenses  cf  refreshment  and  lodging,  and  has  arranged  the 
programme  very  methodically.  The  trout  given,  which 
are  prii:cipilly  rainbows,  are  of  considerable  commercial 
value,  nearly  £100,  and  the  Captain  has  done  the  thing 
thoroughly  and  well. — R».  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Comtnutation-row. — Now  that  the 
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ose  season  for  oarse  fish  has  arrived,  the  members  are 
requested  to  do  all  ia  their  power  to  protec'',  them.  The 
lawfal  season  for  fish  bting  observed  by  this  as'ociition, 
fish  out  of  season  will  not  ba  eligible  for  specimea  and 
other  prizes ;  new  members  note  this.  The  above-named 
association  having  secured  a  place  in  the  Wyreslale 
fishery  competition,  they  have  decided  to  send  the  chair- 
man as  their  representative.  Members  aie  requested  to 
attend  th*>  meatinft  on  Monday  next. — James  Reynolds. 

Ma^don  and  H»j bridge  An^lingf  Societv,  White 
Lion  lun,  Fullbridge,  MaWon,  Essex. — During  the  last 
week  of  the  season  few  roach  were  taken,  but  pike 
anglera  had  had  a  fair  share  of  sport.  Several  fish  up 
to  51b.  were  caught  from  Utling  Hoe  Mills,  Susai-  Bakers, 
Beeleigh,  and  Langf  >rd  waters.  Messrs.  S.  Vince,  S. 
Isaac,  T.  Springett,  F.  Keen,  H.  Cathbee,  A.  Everitt, 
and  several  others  were  succ  ssful  on  the  11th  and  12th 
inst.  I  be^  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  tackle  given  by 
Mr.  C.  Evans  for  the  last  monthly  competition,  and  have 
much  pleasure  in  thanking  him  on  behalf  of  the  winners 
for  his  kindness  in  giving  the  prize,  which  was  much 
appreciated.  I  shiU  be  pleased  to  hear  from  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Langford  Fishery,  if  they  will  renew  their 
subscription  next  season  in  the  event  of  the  waters  being 
again  rented  ?  Please  reply  to  F.  Keen,  20,  Spital-road, 
Maldon.— F.  Keen. 

North-East  Brotheis'  Aujfling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — On  Wednesday,  March  29,  we 
hold  a  special  meeting  to  arrange  date  for  sapper,  when 
the  secretary  will  reid  balance-sheet ;  and  also  prizes  won 
by  members  during  season. — A.  Lewis. 

Onglnal  Alexandra  ^nglingf  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
Members  please  note  that  Tuesday  next,  March  28,  will  be 
quarterly  night.  Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Aprd25. — E.  Bbockett. 

Pnnce  Albert  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert 
Hotel,  Woodfield-road,  Harrow-road,  W. — We  hold  a 
emokirg  concert,  ia  aid  of  the  funds  of  A.B.S.,  on 
Thursday,  April  13.  We  have  the  promise  of  many  good 
artistes,  and  hops  to  make  a  grand  success  of  it.  We 
finished  the  season  with  a  good  show  of  fish.  Mr.  Stain 
ford  had  a  fine  show  of  chub  and  roach,  largest  chub 
Sib.  9ioz.  ;  Mr.  Burrows,  barbel ;  Mr.  Frioker,  peica  and 
dace;  Mr.  Boverstooke,  roach.  Several  others  hid  fish, 
but  didn't  weigh-in.  The  tickets  for  the  above  concert 
will  be  ready  on  Thursday  next. — W.  B.  F. 

Queen's  Fiscatonals,  Queen's  Arms,  Ia,  Chapel 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  March  12  the  following 
weigbed-in  :  Messrs.  J.  Eeeve,  C.  Sh^phard,  W.  Shepherd, 
G.Parker,  T.  Elcome,  and  J.  Taylor;  and  prizes  were 
won  respectively  by  J._  Reeve,  W.  Shepherd,  C.  Shepherd, 
and  G.  Parker.  Spscial  prize  for  the  largest  roach  was 
taken  by  C.  Shepherd,  a  fish  of  lib.  2ioz.,  and  the  second 
special  priz9  by  W.  Shepherd.  Could  a  few  members 
possibly  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  to  do  a  little  business  ?— 
Geo.  Keexe. 

Bojral  George  Aufflln^  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-straet. — We  were  fairly  represented  at  our  last 
meeting,  and  got  through  what  business  there  was  to  be 
done.  Will  members  kindly  make  it  convenient  to  attend 
next  meetiag  night,  as  we  have  some  very  imporfant  busi 
ness  to  be  discutsed,  and  should  like  to  see  all  members  in 
their  places.  Any  member  requiring  Aquarium  tickets 
can  get  them  by  turning  up  next  meeting  night. — J 
Gibbons. 

Sc.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Eising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington.— General  meeting  called  for  29th  inst 
It  ia  also  quarterly  night.  All  members  must  attend. 
South  London  visit  next  Monday,  March  27,  in  which  we 
trust  to  be  well  supported. — H.  Allan. 

Second  Surrey  Aug^xinar  S^olety,  the  Suu, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — We  fish  on 
the  20th,  at  Ware,  for  three  prizes  left  over  from  the 
previous  week. — W.  Anstet. 

Soatli  London  United  Anglers'  Visitingf  L>ist.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on  Monday 
next  at  the  Sn.  Alban's  A.S.,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's-road, 
Kennington  Cross,  when  I  should  like  to  see  a  good 
muster. — Alf.  Painter. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Btockwell-road,  8.W.— The  grand  evening  concert  at 
Greaham  Hall  on  March  20  was  a  huge  success,  as  far  as 
the  entertainment  was  concerced,  but  beyocd  our  own 
members  anglers  were  conspicuous  by  their  absenc?.  I 
regret  that  the  object  in  view,  i  e.,  the  aid  to  the  A.B.S., 
will  have  to  be  postponed.  This  is  my  first  attempt  in  the 
interests  of  this  society,  but  I  am  not  discsuraged.— 
Tho.s.  Llxas. 

Twickenbam  Piscatorial  Sooiely,  Black  Dog, 
LoE dor. -road,  Twickenham.— At  the  meeting  on  March  21, 
Mr.  Garwood  in  the  chair,  some  nicely  framed  etchings  of 
the  River  Thames  for  the  club-room  were  presented  to  the 
society  by  Messrs.  Garwood  and  Brougham.  The  chair- 
man announced  that  the  hon.  secretary  had  received  a 
deputation  from  the  Thames  Conservancy  as  an  honorary 
assistant  river-keeper.— W.  E.  G. 

Uxbridge  Bovers'  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Head,  VVindgfjr-slrett,  UxbridgH  — The  annual  dinner  was 
held  on  March  1.5,  at  the  clubhouse,  wnen  there  was  a 
good  numbtr  of  anglers  present.  A  capital  spreid  was 
enpplieJ  by  host  Harry  Sar.ders';  Mr.  U.  Payne, 
trea-iorer,  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  G.  Sracey  vice-chair. 
Th«  prizes  were  pres-nted  to  th«  sue  essful  members,  to 
the  value  of  £H  7a.  6d.  The  chairrna'i  stated  tiiat  the 
society  was  in  a  very  profperous  condition,  both  numeri- 
Ciily  and  financially,  there  being  a  fair  balance  in  hand  to 
carry  forward  to  the  forthorrjing  season  after  meeting  all 
liabilities.  The  eea«f/n  of  1898  'J  has  been  a  record  one. 
Seven  specimen  prizes  were  taken,  trjgether  with  four 
fP'^-al  prizes  for  gross  weights.  On  one  occasion 
721b  of  roach  and  dace  were  landed  by  six  rods,  at 
Maidenhead;  and  on  another  occasion  18Ib.  2oz.  and 


111b.  respectively  were  landed  with  two  rods,  the  last  take 
being  on  Monday,  Mirch  1.3,  at  the  same  place.  The 
remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony. — 
Secretary. 

'  Valiiam  Oreen  and  Chalssa  AncfUn^  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road.  8.W. — Our  roving  match  on  the 
12ch  inst.  was  successfully  contesfed,  Mr.  Price  proving 
the  victor.  The  weights  were  as  follows  :  Messrs.  Price, 
jiek,  21b.  9i'iz. ;  King,  roach  and  perch,  21b.  .^oz,  ; 
Aohong,  roach,  21b.  2Joz.  ;  Allder,  dace,  lib.  SJoz.  ; 
Dungate,  roach,  12ioz.  ;  Duffiald,  perch,  10|oz.  On 
M^iic'i  15  Mr.  Price  received  his  prize.  Our  annual 
dinner  will  taVe  place  at  the  clubhouse  some  time  in  May. 
— W.  H.  Batch. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — It  was  decided  at  our 
meatirg  that  the  fish  caught  on  Good  Friday  will  be 
weighed-in  in  our  club  on  the  night. — B.  Lowther. 

West  London  Auf  ling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — A  specjal  meeting  is  called  for  Thursday, 
March  30,  to  arrange  the  annual  dinner  and  other  im- 
portant business  matters.  Members  having  any  arrears  in 
their  subscriptions  are  desired  \o  clear  the  books  on  the 
a,bove  night  to  eaable  our  auditors  to  balance  the  accounts 
for  the  past  season. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — At  the  adjourned  meeting,  held 
on  March  22,  all  officers  were  re-elected,  Mr.  Dickens 
being  elected  junior  auditor. — S.  H. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Vale,  N. — On  March  22  our  return  visit  on 
behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  took  place,  we  being  well  supported 
by  the  following  clubs  :  Enterprise,  Eagle,  Houndsfield 
Otters,  and  Forest  Piscatoriala.  Pianist,  A.  F.  Dubbins, 
R.A.M.,  L.C.O.  ;  chairman,  W.  F.  Butler;  vice-chairman, 
W.  Butler.  The  following  a?'fi'sf supporting  us  :  Messrs. 
Wilson  Farrington,  prestigiator,  Mr.  Gus  Robinson,  H. 
Saywer,  Mr.  Lefevre,  A.  Lington,  J.  Allen.  During  the 
interval  £1  Os.  was  handed  over  to  the  visiting  officer, 
Mr.  L.  a.  Moud,  as  proceeds  of  the  club  box  and  collection 
during  the  evening.  The  health  of  the  Queen,  and 
success  to  the  A.B.S.  and  White  Hart  Angling  Society, 
closed  thi  very  enj  )yable  evening.— W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wolverhampton  (North)  Working  Men's 
Club. — On  March  11  the  members  of  the  fishing  club 
journeyed  to  Penkridge  in  quest  of  a  little  sport  with  the 
rod.  The  party,  numbering  close  upon  thirty,  left  the 
High  Level  by  the  2.30,  arriving  at  the  historic  little 
village  shortly  before  three.  They  then  proceeded  to  the 
riverside,  and  were  soon  eagerly  watching  their  floats, 
their  pitience  being  amply  rewardsd.  Returning  to  the 
hotel  at  dusk,  an  excellent  repast  was  served  by  Host 
Robson  in  his  usual  admirable  manner,  the  tables  being 
ta&tefuUy  decorated.  After  doing  full  justice  to  the 
good  things  provided,  Mr.  J.  Hill  was  voted  to  the  chair. 
Mr.  J.  Mason  officiating  as  vice.  After  various  tcasts  had 
been  proposed  and  responded  to,  the  remai«der  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  conviviality  and  harmony,  1o  which 
several  members  cmtributed  by  a  display  of  thi«ir  vocal 
abilit  es.  During  the  evening  a  hearty  vote  of  thinks  was 
accorded  to  the  host  for  the  splendid  way  in  which  he  had 
citered  for  the  party,  and  his  health  was  drunk  with 
masical  honours  in  his  presecca. 


Jingling  '^ixtnvcs. 

March  26.  — ;  

Allason  United  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 

Amicable  Excelsior :  Match  at  Egham. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Berm'indsey  Brothers  :  Consolation  match. 

Blackfriars  :  Consolation  match  at  Rye  House. 

Blojmsbury  Brothers  :  Pii'.e  outing. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Consolation  outing. 

Cambridge  Brothers:  Outing  to  the  Lea. 

CoUingwood  :  Consolation  prize  outing. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Good  Intent :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton:  Prize  outing. 

Second  Surrey  :  Lapsed  priza  outing. 

Ye  Olde  Cliphim  Rovers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
March  27. 

Harcourt :  Visit. 

St.  Alban's :  Visit. 

Slepney  :  A.B.S.  concart, 
March  28. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Vfsit, 

Grange :  Lantern  lecture. 
March  29. 

Izaik  Walton  :  Prize  outing, 
March  31. 

Good  Friday. 
April  1. 

Thames  trcuting  commences. 


April    3. — Easter  Monday. 

-Greeham  :  Chesham  dinner. 
-Hoxton  Brothers  :  Bohemian  concert. 
-Seymcur  Brothers  :  Annual  smoking  concert. 
-Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Annual  dinner, 
-British  Sea  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 
-St.  John's  :  Annual  supper. 
-Prince  Albeit :  A.  B  S.  concert. 
-Bermondsey   Brothers ;    Lantern  lecture  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (secretary  of  the  Central 
Association). 
-Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  ;  Ainual  dinner, 
-Gresham :  Annual  dinner. 
-Original  Alexandra :  Distribution. 


11. 
11. 

11. 

12.  - 
12. 

13.  - 
18.- 


25.- 

25.  - 

26.  - 


g>otfing5  bp  tf)c  ^ap. 

Will  corre8ponden!:0  kindly  note,  that,  in  order  to 
ensure  delivery  in  all  parti,  on  Good  Friday  morning  copy 
must  arrive,  addresied  "Editor,  St.  Dunstan's  Houae," 
not  later  than  four  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  March  29. 
The  Fishing  Gazette  will  ba  published  at  one  o'clock  on 
Thursday  next,  March  30. 


On  April  25,  1890,  under  the  title  of  "Anglers  of  the 
Day,"  a  portrait  appeared  of  that  well-known  and  highly 
respected  all-round  angler,  Mr.  J.  W.  Clifford.  It  is  with 
great  regret  that  I  have  to  announce  his  deith,  on 
March  18,  in  his  sixty-third  year.  His  remains  will  be 
interred  at  Waterbeach,  where  he  had  been  staying  for 
some  month?,  in  order  to  recover  his  health. 


'■  I  HAVE  always  thought,"  says  "  Halcyon,"  in  Weekly 
Supplement  to  the  Leeds  Mercury ,  "that  sooner  or  later, 
the  question  of  salmcn  rro  would  come  to  the  front,  and 
the  following  is  only  the  first  of  a  series  of  caees  that  will 
shortly  come  before  the  courts  ;  At  the  Auckland  Petty 
Sessions,  held  March  13,  a  man,  residing  at  Bishop  Auck- 
land, was  charged  with  having  in  his  posse stion  191b.  of 
salmon  roe.  Mr.  J.  T.  Proud  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the 
police,  and  Mr.  T.  Dowling  app-ared  for  the  defence. 
Mr.  Proud  said  that  it  was  the  first  prosecution  tf  the 
kind  that  had  appeared  in  that  court.  Th«f  proceedings 
Were  brought  nndtr  the  Fisheriers  Act  of  1861,  the  fourth 
section  of  which  described  whit  was  salmon  roe,  which 
included  bull  trout.  The  act  also  gave  power  to  is^ue  a 
search  warrant,  and  in  this  instance  one  was  obtained. 
Sergeant  Barlow  said  that  he  and  Inspector  Cowen  went 
to  the  house  of  the  defendant,  who,  after  some  parley, 
admitted  the  offence,  and  produced  nine  lib.  jars  and  five 
21b.  jars,  which  were  exhibited  in  court.  There  was  a 
certain  element  of  humour  about  the  case,  for  the 
defendant  told  the  police  officers  to  keep  the  roe  in  a  damp 
place,  as  he  should  want  it  back  again,  and  was  evidently 
anxious  that  its  welfare  was  properly  provided  for. 


"  In  the  Durham  district  the  local  name  for  salmon  roe 
ia  '  candy ; '  in  the  Hawes  district '  Wenslejdale  cheese  ; ' 
and  I  have  evea  heard  of  it  being  called  '  paste.'  Mr. 
Dowliag's  defence  was  most  ceitiinly  ingenious,  but 
failed  ;  he  said  that  the  roe  was  not  for  fishing  purposes, 
but  to  be  eaten  on  bread  and  butter.  Five  shillings  per 
pound  was  the  price  asked  for  the  roe  to  a  man  who  wrote 
for  a  supply  from  Middlesbrough,  bo,  to  my  mind,  for 
edible  purposes  it  wou'd  come  in  rather  expensive, 
especially  to  a  working  man.  Dripping  possibly  would 
come  in  cheaper,  end  most  certainly  be  more  palatable. 
The  result  of  the  case  was  £'5,  oc  a  month,  and  the  191b. 
of  roe  to  be  forfeited. 


"Another  case  was  heard  against  a  Bishop  Auckland 
man,  who  had  41b.  of  salmon  roe  in  his  posses-ion.  In 
this  iastance  Inspector  Cowen  went  to  his  house,  but  the 
defendant,  with  a  childlike  smile,  lik^  unto  that  of  the 
Heathen  Chinee,  denied  aU  knowledge  of  such  a  thing. 
Now,  whether  his  loving  and  affectionate  spouse  had  got 
an  attack  of  influenza,  or  whether  her  lord  and  master  was 
in  her  black  books,  or  what,  history  deponeth  not,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  the  lady  rjundi-d  on  him  and  proluced  a 
41b.  jar  from  the  pantry.  Upon  seeing  that  practically 
the  game  was  up,  the  gentleman  grew  defiant,  and  eaid, 
that  he  could  get  plenty  more,  upon  which  stitement  the 
bench  smiled  benignly,  consulted  together,  and  fined  the 
defendant  £2  and  forfeiture  of  the  '  stuff.'  " 


The  proposal  at  present  mooted  to  do  away  with  the 
Frank  Buckland  collection  at  South  Kensington,  says 
Truth,  which  illustrates  vari.  us  intere=tii  g  principles  of 
fish  breeding,  is  rather  too  sweeping.  What  is  required  is 
a  tranefer  of  the  collection  to  the  adjoining  Natural 
History  Museum.  It  is  at  present  very  anomalously 
placed  in  the  Engineering  section,  where  naturalists  are 
not  likely  to  look  for  it ;  and  the  engineers  in  charge  of 
the  section,  though  they  may  ba  excellent  men  in  their 
own  line,  can  hardly  be  expected  to  have  much  acquaint-  ■ 
ance  with  matters  piscatorial. 

 >  ♦  ♦  ♦  <  

According  to  the  DfliZy  Mail  the  Zoological  Gardens 
will  be  pleased  to  receive  live  British  specimeca  of  thapole 
cat  and  pine  marten,  now  almost  extinct.  Mr.  Claud 
Alexander  ha=i  kindly  presented  the  society  with  a  genuine 
wild  cat  (Felij;  Catus),  caught  in  a  trap  at  Invergarry, 
Inverness-shire.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  the  public 
will  learn  that  this  noble  animal  is  fast  bacoming  extinct, 
and  only  a  very  few  specimens  are  to  be  found  in  three 
CDunties  of  Scotland,  wheie  once  they  were  freely  dis- 
tributed. Thanks  to  the  "  sportsmen  "  (?),  gamekeepers, 
and  tisidermists  of  the  present  day,  these  will  all  soon  be 
no  more  found.  The  society  have  a  beautiful  pair  of  Irish 
otter,  which  differ  from  the  English  otter  in  coloar,  size, 
and  shape  of  tail,  and  the  small  amount  of  damage  done 
by  otters  in  a  salmon  or  trout  stream  does  net  justify  their 
wholesale  slaughter.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  G.  rdju 
his  lately  presented  a  common  seal,  and  a  badger  his  been 
procured  from  Worce8ter^hire.  Now  is  the  time  to  obtain 
a  complete  collection  of  the  fast-disappearing  species  of 
Bri'.ain's  most  ancient  quHdrnoeds. 


Just  a  reminder  that  the  gr-c  n  1  champion  concert  at  the 
"Champion  "  will  take  place  in  aid  of  printers'  chari'ifa 
on  Saturday  evening,  Maich  25.  Doors  open  6.30. 
Commence  at  7  sharp.  Those  who  want  a  seat  must  oome 
aarly,   A  splendid  programme  has  ls9n  prepared. 
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Daisy  his  evidenUy  been  reading  that  "par"  re  the 
"atmospheric  strata "  froM  the  Tsviokenhamites  last  wpek, 
for  I  found  the  following  pinned  to  my  coat-tail  last  night : 

"  Fine  days  !  "  my  dear  "  Jack,"  of  Twickenham, 
You  cannot  expect  to  go  pickin'  'em  ; 
I'd  give  it  you  "  strata,"  but  have  no  more  "papa," 
And  supper's  just  ready — it's  chicken-ham." 

[N.B. — I'm  going  to  buy  Daisy  a  Walker's  Rhymer.] 
 > ♦ »♦ <  

As  Messrs.  John  Ray  and  M.  O'Carroll,  of  Madeley, 
were  pike-fishing  in  the  Severn,  at  Atcham  Bridge,  near 
Shrewsbury,  on  thn  17ch  intt.,  they  captured  a  beautiful 
fish,  weighing  181b.,  and  3ft.  Sin.  in  length.  Both 
fishermen  were  ufing  live-bait — gudgeon — and  as  the  fish 
would  not  take  this  bait— although  it  followed  it  to  the 
surface  of  the  water — a  live  roach  was  put  on.  After  a 
couple  of  minutps  this  was  sucoeseful,  and  the  pike  gave 
very  good  sport  for  clise  on  twenty  minutes,  dying  game. 
The  fish  was  only  hooked  on  the  lip.  It  is  being  preserved. 


The  Westminster  Aquarium  attractions  will  have  a 
sensational  addition  on  Tuesday,  whpn  Dr.  Walford 
Bodie,  described  as  "  The  greatest  scientist  on  Earth,"  is 
to  commence  proceedings  by  "Electrocuting"  a  sabject. 
1  understand  the  result  will  not  be  the  same  as  an 
American  "Electrocution,"  as  the  subject  will  be  utilised 
for  future  appearances. 

 >»»♦<  

We  hail  thee,  we  hail  thee. 

Glad  Springtime,  we  hail  thee  ! 

Azure  violets  blowing, 

Limpid  waters  flowing, 

Songs  of  love  and  glea 

Ringing  merrily ; 

All  ea'th  and  air  resound, 

And  join  the  joyful  sound, 

She  comes — the  glorious  spring  ! 

Let  U3  hope  the  bulk  is  not  equal  to  the  present  sample  ! 


I  HEAR  our  Eton  correspondent,  Cecil  Howlett,  has 
again  been  rt turned  unopposed  as  the  Rural  District 
Councillor  and  Guardian  for  the  classic  town. 


Mb.  Geoege  Smith,  with  whom  I  have  often  fished, 
writes:  "  Dear  Drag, — Looking  round  the  Aquarium,  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  for  the  cases  of  stuffed  fish,  I  was 
very  much  impressed  with  the  beauty  of  several  cases  of 
plaster  casts,  beautifully  painted  in  oils,  taken  and 
executed  from  life,  by  a  working  man  angler,  an  amateur, 
and  result  of  his  first  attempt.  The  prodigious  patience, 
psrsistent  perEeverance,  and  priceless  skill,  brought  to 
bear  on  such  exquisite  works  of  art,  deserve  recognition, 
and  are  beyond  all  praise.  My  fishing  experiences  have 
been  few  and  far  between,  this  winter ;  but  I  had  my 
visual  Boxing  Day's  fishing  with  Lumsden,  of  Datohet. 
After  live-baiting  for  jack  for  some  time  with  varied 
results,  hooked  a  pike  well  in  his  teens,  which  rushed  up- 
stream under  the  punt.  Keeping  a  tight  line  on  him, 
turned  him,  and  brought  him  up  to  the  net,  when 
suddenly  he  left  go  the  bait,  which  came  bx'  k,  scored  well 
behind  the  hooks.  Afterwards  tried  the  paternoster 
with  minnows  for  perch  ;  got  amongst  them  ;  and,  having 
fished  a  length  of  camp-sheathing,  resnlvad  to  go  back 
and  try  it  again,  the  puntsman  easing  down  with  hands  on 
the  bank.  Suddenly,  a  great  gale  of  wind  arose,  and  he 
crying  aloud  '  Look  out !  '  I  turned  round,  the  punt's  nose 
struck  a  post  of  the  bank,  and  landed  me  on  the  top.  I 
clinoring  with  both  hands  and  arms,  the  punt  rebounded, 
leaving  me  with  my  legs  in  the  water.  I  calmly  hung  there 
until  the  punt  returned  and  rescued  me  from  my  perilous 
position.  Finding  there  was  no  early  train  back,  and 
emptying  my  boots  of  water,  I  wrung  out  my  socks, 
replaeed  them,  and  went  on  paternostering.  Caught  two 
perch,  l^lb.  each,  and  four  jack  after ;  these  being  small, 
were  duly  returned  to  grow  larger." 

Oh,  the  joys  of  winter  angling  ! 

They  are  keen,  and  rich,  and  rare ; 

Especially  when  you're  dangling 

On  camp-sheathing,  in  raid-air. 

And  the  punt  has  missed  its  mooring, 

And  your  legs  in  icy  stream, 

And  the  wind  and  torrent  roaring 

Surpass  a  poet's  dream  ! 

Do  you  doubt  this  simple  story  ? 

Or  think  he  slings  thn  hatchat  P 

Go  !  share  the  joy  and  glory — 

Fish  on  Boxing  Day  at  Datchet. 

 >♦♦■»<  

A  Fishing  Tackle  Trades'  Dinner  will  be  held  at 
the  Holboin  Restaurant,  on  Thursday,  March  30,  at 
7.30  p.m.  Chairman,  Mr.  A.  Caiter.  Vice-chairman, 
Mr.  A.  Meyer.  Morning  Dress.  Mr.  Mike  Enright  and 
Mr.  Frank  Clay  have  arranged  a  musical  treat.  Visitors 
who  would  like  to  be  present  at  what  promises  to  be  a 
most  enjoyable  function  may  obtain  tickoti  or  any 
further  information,  of  Mr.  Frank  Clay,  137,  St.  John- 
str'^et-mad,  E  C.  Invitations  have  been  sent  to  all  the 
principal  trade  houses. 


The  mail  steamer  Norham  Castle,  having  on  board 
Messrs.  Williams  and  Pip  Pulham,  of  the  Lychnobito 
Angling  Society,  arrived  safely  at  Capetown  on  March  22. 

Mr.  W.  Wadsworth,  water  bailiff  at  Offord  D'Arcy, 
HuntH,  Eays  that  during  the  close  of  the  season  some  good 
pike  have  been  taken.  Mr.  V^isey  eight,  one  of  81b., 
and  Mr.  Beethim,  one  of  161b.  Application  should  be 
made  to  Mr.  Wadsworth  for  particulars  as  to  joining  the 
OffOrd  and  Buckden  Fishery  Association. 


"The  time  has  arrived,"  eays  the  World,  "when 
the  thoughts  of  the  kpen  salmon  fisher  incline  to  the 
glancing  streams  and  sullen  pools  where  dwell  the  silvery 
objects  of  his  ambition.  As,  in  pensive  mood,  ha  watches 
the  blue  smoke  of  his  after-dinner  cigar  curling  and 
wreathing  aloft,  he  woaders  if  the  river  is  in  order,  fears 
that  the  spates  will  have  injured  the  pools  and  changed 
the  '  lies  '  of  the  salmon,  and  hopes  that  a  goodly  number 
of  clean  fish  have  found  opportunity  to  ascend.  His  eye 
lights  on  a  bundle  of  rods  in  the  corner,  on  an  array  of 
tin  cases  range!  on  the  shelf  abov«.  He  remembers  to  have 
found  that  eighteen-foot  greenheart  a  trifle  heavy  last 
season,  and,  recalling  the  etse  with  which  ha  wielded  it  a 
few  years  ago,  he  conjures  up  a  bit  of  Latin — '  Eheu, 
fugac=s  ! ' — to  express  his  sentiments  on  the  march  of  time. 
One  of  the  tin  boxes  comes  in  for  a  share  of  his  attention. 
Flies  of  mmy  colours,  patterns,  and  sizes,  casting  lines, 
traces,  phantom  minnows,  are  th»re  bestowed  in  numbers 
suited  ra'hjr  for  a  tickle-shop  thin  a  private  collection. 
How  shall  a  man  choose  from  such  abundance,  and  how, 
having  chosan,  cm  he  be  sure  of  the  soundness  of  the 
tackle  ? 

 >♦*♦<  

"Unused,  brilliant  of  hue  as  when  it  left  the  tier's 
hands,  that  Jock  Scott  may  yet  be  unsafe.  With  the 
lapse  of  years — and  its  owner  cannot  place  the  date  of  its 
purchase — the  whipping  may  have  dried  on  the  shank  of 
the  hook,  and  the  pull  of  a  Jib.  trout  may  suffice  to  with- 
draw it  from  the  accompanying  gut.  There  is  danger  in 
the  multitude  of  flies,  in  an  accumulation  of  miscellaneous 
tackle,  and  a  day  or  two  is  well  employed  at  this  season  in 
discarding  everything  that  is  doubtful.  Reel  lines,  also, 
should  be  subjected  to  careful  scrutiny,  for  in  these 
machine-made  daya  it  is  hard  to  resist  the  temptation 
of  a  low  price  when  combined  with  a  good  appearance. 
In  no  sport  is  economy  leas  advisable  than  in  salmon 
fishing.  How  miserable  are  the  reflections  of  the  too- 
careful  angler  when  that  40-pounder — utmost  goal  of  his 
desires — departs  with  fly,  casting  line,  and  half  a  dozen 
yar  Js  of  the  cheap  reel  line  he  considered  such  a  bargain 
at  the  time  of  purchase  !  Sadly  he  contemplates  the  point 
of  fracture,  and  his  opinion  of  the  man  who  sold  him  the 
line  is  expressed  in  language  which  cannot  bs  reproduced. 
Tackle  makers  there  are.  in  plenty,  who  can  be  trusted  to 
sell  first-rate  articles  at  fair  prices.  With  such,  only,  will 
the  experienced  salmon  fisher  deal." 


T.  S.  H.  (Llanymynech)  sends  the  following  : 
Pro  Bono  Pisces. 
If  you're  ever  in  doubt,  wliiUt  fishing  for  trout. 

Regarding  the  most  deadly  tackle. 
If  the  water  is  thick,  with  the  stream  running  quick, 

Try  a  lobworm — without  any  hackle 
Should  the  water  be  clear,  go  ahead  without  fear. 

Your  basket  to  fill  without  failing. 
For  as  sure  as  a  gun,  with  the  Red  Tag  or  Dun, 

You'll  get  a  few  trout— if  not  grayling  ! 
When  the  water  is  low  and  you  find  it  "  no  go  " 

With  the  fly  or  the  worm  threaded  artful. 
With  a  wee  bit  of  lead,  spin  the  minnow  instead, 

Yon  may  ketch  'em  on  this  by  the  cartful 
When  the  winds  in  the  eist,  you  then  have  the  least 

Chance  of  creeling  the  fish  that  jou  follow 
When  it's  in  the  sou'- west,  then  the  spoon  "  does  the 
rest," 

And  beats  all  the  other  baits  hollow. 
And  now  comes  the  rub,  when  the  fly  and  the  grub 

Are  lures  after  no  fish  will  linger  ; 
You  then  try  the  paste,  which  may  be  more  to  their 
taste, 

And  land  'em — the  length  of  your  finger  ! 

And  here,  sad  to  relate,  such  is  my  hard  fate. 

When  fishing  the  Tanat  or  Vyrnwy, 
The  wind's  either  wrong,  or  the  whisky's  too  strong, 

Which  accounts  for  an  oft  fishless  journey  ! 

But  little  I  care,  I  enjoy  the  fresh  air, 

The  sight  of  the  stars— say  Orion, 
The  fishermen's  tales,  the  stunning  Welsh  ales. 

And  the  "  wines  from  the  wood  "  at  the  "  Lion." 


Your  Englishman  is  a  curious  animal ;  never  given  to 
gush,  and  extremely  chary  with  whom  he  makes  friends, 
and  then  laconic  to  a  degree  in  his  speech,  as  witness  the 
following,  overheard  on  board  a  Cunarder  in  mid- Atlantic  : 
First  Englishmm  (making  himself  known  to  a  fellow 
passenger):  "  Going  across  ?  "  Second  ditto:  "  Yaas, 
are  you  ?  " 


Talking  about  Transatlantic  travelling  reminds  me  of 
another  yarn.  Two  American  bagmen,  and  extra  voluble 
at  that,  told  an  English  gentleman  their  names,  where 
they  lived,  where  they  had  been,  and  all  their  bucinpss. 
The  Briton  listnned,  but  said  nothing  in  reply,  notwith- 
standing the  fithing  inquiries  of  his  interlocutors.  At  last 
one  of  them  said  straight  out,  "  Wal,  stranger,  and  what 
might  your  nsme  b*"  ?  "  "  Sir,"  replied  the  Englishman, 
"  it  might  be  Beelzebub,  but  it  isn't." 

"  It  may  seem  a  paradox,"  says  the  Western  Mercury, 
"  to  as'etl  that  people  living  in  towns  have  the  advantage 
of  their  country  friends  in  studying  nature,  but  in  one 
respect,  at  least,  they  have.  Mr.  W.  H.  Hudson  has 
demonstrated  by  his  book  on  birds  in  London  that  quite 
an  i<itimate  acquaintance  can  be  made  in  the  Metropolis 
with  many  species  that  are  haughty  and  distant  in  the 
country.  It  is  an  illustration  of  the  old  fact  of  adversity 
humbling,  in  this  Case,  the  perky  from  their  seats  in  the 


trees.  The  writer  of  the  article  has  observed  wood-pigeoni  ' 
freely  eating  from  the  hand  of  a  man  in  Rotten-row  wh(r 
had  never  shown  them  any  kindness  before,  the  trutli'i 
bein^  that  it  was  his  first  experiment  in  this  kind  <tfj 
chanty.  Then  again,  it  is  possible  in  St.  James's  Parkg 
on  occasions,  to  watch  the  grebe  diving  with  its  youngfl 
and  so  initiating  them  into  the  mysteries  of  angling.  a 
 >»*■♦<   .] 

"  These  psrformances,  which  surpass  any  comedy  on  thfl 
stage,  would  not  be  given  in  the  presence  of  spectatoS 
had  not  the  birds  become  accustomed  to  the  stir  and  haben 
of  human  life.    The  starliug  succeeds  in  rearing,  even  id 
the  worst  seasons,  a  family  in  the  parkless  districts  oh 
London.    Mr.  Hudson  relates  an  account  of  the  way 
which  these  very  coy  visitors  became  quite  oonfidentiil 
and  chatty  when  they  were  fed  on  the  window-ledge  of  % 
London  top-floor.    The  struggle,  in  these  cases,  of  the 
feathered  tribes  to  accomodate  themselves  to  its  uncivilised 
expanse,  as  it  seems  to  them,  with  its  crowd  of  strange 
and  uncanny  savages,  is  amusing  and  instructive.  The 
Metropolis  is  for  them  what  the  backwoods  of  Canada  ars 
to  the  European,    The  birds,  however,  soon  get  to  dis- 
tinguish ;  and  they  rarely  make  mistakes  in  their  judga 
ments  of  character." 


This  comes  from  Ireland.  A  mighty  salmon  angler 
WAS  staying  at  Ballysloughguttery,  or  some  other  pko8 
with  an  equally  unpronounceable  name,  in  Connaught, 
for  the  pursuit  of  his  favourite  sport.  "  Larry,"  said  he, 
to  the  hotel  waiter,  "  bring  up  my  brogues,  please.' 
"  Yes,  sorr,"  was  Larry's  reply  ;  and  he  returned  with  a 
heavily  nailed  brogue  in  one  hand  and  a  patent  leather 
shoe  in  the  other.  "What  do  you  mean,  you  fool?" 
angrily  demanded  the  fisherman  ;  "  can't  you  see  that  it 
not  a  pair?"  "Well,  sorr,"  replied  Larry,  apolo- 
getically, "  it's  a  most  extraordinary  thing,  but  there  is 
another  pair  just  like  them  downstairs !  " 

According  to  the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Baihj 
Mail,  M.  Jean  Charles,  a  sausage  merchant  of  the  Rue 
Notre  Dame  de  Lorette,  has  for  some  time  i^ast  noticed 
that  his  sausages,  which  he  manufactures  himself,  in  the 
courtyard  behind  his  shop,  disappear  in  large  quanti- 
ties. He  has  dismisssd  several  of  his  employes  from 
time  to  time,  suspecting  them  of  the  theft,  but 
it  made  no  differenoe,  the  sausages  continued  to 
disappear ;  and  he  could  not  blame  the  passers-by, 
for  they  disappeared  from  the  courtyard  before  ever  they 
entered  the  shop.  Yesterday  afternoon  M.  Charles  stood 
in  hia  courtyard,  looking  at  a  heap  of  sausages  and  wist- 
fully wondering  how  he  was  to  catch  the  thief,  when,  to 
his  amazement,  he  saw  the  top  sausage  of  the  heap  rise' 
slowly  into  the  air  and  vanish  from  sight.  M.  Charles 
rubbed  his  eyes  in  amazement.   He  knew  that  his  sausige g 

were  made  of  fresh  meat,  and  yet   Presently  he 

smiled,  laid  one  finger  against  his  nose  and  disappeared  in 
search  of  a  serijent  de  ville.  And  ten  minutes  later 
Monsieur  Jules  Dubois,  whose  apartment  upon  the  third 
floor  looks  out  upon  the  courtyard,  was  carried  off  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  neighbouring  police  commissariat,  where  he 
was  charged  with — possibly — fishing  without  a  licence. 

If  any  aits  (eyots)  have  disappeared  lately  from  the 
Thames,  this  is  the  reason  :  Kate  Tate  at  a  tete-a-tete  at 
8.8,  ate  8  aits, 

)  *  »  «  < 

"  Not  cire  for  shooting,  man  ?   What's  life  without  it  ? 
All  nature  shoots.    Say,  what's  the  earliest  thing 
Boys  learn  at  school  ?    Why,  shoo.iag  in  the  ring. 
The  seed  you  sow  must  shoot  before  it  grows  ; 
We  feel  the  very  corns  shoot  on  our  toes. 
We  shoot  our  bolts,  our  game,  our  foes,  what  not  ? 
We're  told  where  even  rubbish  may  be  shot. 
The  stars  shoot  in  the  sky— nay,  I've  heard  say, 
Folks  sometimes  '  shoot  the  moon '  on  quarter  day  ; 
And  voyagers  upon  the  stormy  seas 
Oft '  shoot  the  cat,'  their  qualms  to  ease." 


Papa  :  "  Tommy  you  should  have  got  those  breeches 
four  inches  longer.  In  two  months  they  wont  fit  you." 
ToMMT  :  "  But  if  I  got  them  four  inches  longer  they 
wouldn't  fit  me  now.  And  isn't  cow  the  best  time  for 
them  to  fit  ?  " 


An  old  salmon  fisher,  whose  piscatorial  aspirationt 
extended  even  beyond  the  grave,  made  a  speech  at  an 
anglers'  dinner,  and  said:  "When  I  die,  should  I  go  to 
heaven,  I  will  fish  in  the  'Water  of  Life'  with  an 
artificial  fly  '  dressed '  with  a  feather  from  the  wing  of  an 
angel ;  but  should  I  be  uuf  ortunately  consigned  to  another 
place,  I  shall,  nevertheless,  hope  to  angle  in  the  river 
'Styx'  with  '  the  worm  that  never  dies.' " 
 >  ♦  «  •  <  

"  You  say  you  have  the  fishing  right  of  this  water?  " 
"Yes."  "  Well,  you're  welcome  to  the  water,  too;  for 
there's  no  fishing  left." 



To-day,  March  25  (go  d  old  qunrter  day  !),  the  race  for 
the  rilibon  will  be  rowed  on  Fa  her  Thames.  I  am  asked 
to  "  please  give  me  your  opinion  as  to  which  crew  should 
win  ? "  The  best,  certainly.  I  remember  when  both 
won.  The  result  came  out  like  this,  "  Cambridge  won ; 
Oxford  too."  That  was  a  dead  heat.  I  always  have  a 
pair  of  gloves  on  this  classic  race  with  Mrs.  "  Drag." 
She's  "  gone  "  on  Cambridge  ;  but  if  the  Oxford  crew  are 
all  as  good  as  "  Gold  "  then  there's  (?)  a  pair  of  gloves 
for  Dbaonei*., 


_  March  25,  1S99] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Eighth  Annual   Fisheries  Exhibition. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

(St£md  24) 

Of  NEWARK 'ON -TRENT, 


MAKES  THE  FOLLOWING 


RODS. 

TFHOSE  in  want  of  either  Rod  or  Reels  will  consult  their  own  interests  by 
inspecting  David  Slater's  Magnificent  Exhibit  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
(now  open). 

Built  Cane  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods,  with  or  without  Steel  Centres, 
for  excellence  of  workmanship  and  reasonable  prices  stand  second  to  none. 
Inspection  invited. 

Superior  Greenheart  Trout  Rods  from  10s.  6d.  to  21s.  Two  tops,  and 
Best  Universal  Winch  Fittings. 

See  our  Greenheart  Salmon  Rods.   Best  quality  only. 

Our  Noted  Pattern,  the  Newark  Perfection,  specially  designed  for  the 
Nottingham  style  of  fishing,  price  21s.  each. 

Pike  Spinning  Rods  in  East  India,  Cane  and  Greenhart  from  10s.  6d. 

to  2l8. 


REELS. 

Slater's  New  Aluminium  Alloy  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels.  These  Reels 
are  perfection ;  they  combine  great  strength  with  extreme  lightness ; 
hardened  steel  works,  and  beautifully  finished. 

Sizes.  Prices.  Sizes.  Prices. 


2Jin. 

Sin. 
SJin. 


153.  Od. 
178.  6d. 
21s.  Od. 
25a.  Od. 


4tn. 

4iin. 

5in. 


283.  Od. 
.32j.  Od. 
33s.  Od. 


The  Fly- Fishers' Winch  (registered).  This  reel  is  made  in  two  sizes; 
can  be  had  with  click  or  silent  check.  It  has  two  special  recommendations — 
extreme  lightness  and  quick  winding. 

Also  a  large  collection  of  the  following  patterns  :  Ordinary  Wood  Sea 
Reels,  The  Future  Sea  Reels,  Slater's  Combination  in  Wood  and  Ebonite, 
The  "  Zephyr,"  the  lightest  Nottingham,  Gun-metal  Salmon  and  Trout, 
Bronzed  Salmon  and  Trout,  &c.,  &c. 


We  have  a  few  old  patterns  Combination  Wood  Reels,  also  Ebonite  Salmon  and  Trout,  which  wiU  be  sold  regardless  of  the  cost  of  manufacture 

during  this  Exhibition. 


Mr.  David  Slater  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  during  the  Fisheries 

Exhibition,  which  closes  on  April  5.   


Established 


1819. 


HlAfUITT'V  Telegrams, 
.    VVnl  I    I    I  ,  "Fishing, 

15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool.  Liverpool.- 


Split  Cane,  Whole  Cane  (speciality),  Greenheart, 
Hickory  Rods  built  on  the  premises  by  expe- 
rienced workmen. 


Will  Customers  wishing-  to   have  their  Rods, 
Reels,  or  other  Tackle  repaired,  kindly  send  them 
this  month  so  as  to  avoid  delay. 

Reels,  Lines,  Nets,  Flies,  Bags,  Wading  Trousers, 
Brogues,  Coats. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 


BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  SUPPLY. 

The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Eoach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Eudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &c.,  &c.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR   FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
jr.B. — special  Linen  in  R/iinbovjs,  Carp,  Fish  Food,  Oround-hait,  and  Perfection  Carriers. 


J.  W.  MARTIN,  "The  Trent  Otter" 

(LATE   OF  NEWARK-ON-TRENT), 

Invites  all  friends,  customers,  and  visitors  to  inspect  the  splendid  collection  of 

Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  and  General  Tackle, 

that  he  is  this  year  showing  at 
AL   AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER, 

Or  he  will  send  post  free  to  any  address  a  copy  of  his  special  EXHIBITION  CATALOGUE,  which 
every  angler  should  procure.   This  list  contains  particulars  of  some  rare  bargains  in  General  Fishinj: 
Goods,  at  from  30  to  60  per  cent,  cheaper  than  can  be  procured  in  a  general  way.    Send  for  a  copy 
at  once.   Mr.  Martin  is  in  personal  attendance. 


J.  W.  lYIARTIN  &  CO., 

8,  SEYMOUR  STREET,  EUSTON  SQUARE,  LONDON.  N.Wo 


ADDREMS: 


FISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE. 

JACK  EODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d. ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops.  5s.  6d.  to 
Os.  6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Bod,  10ft.  Bin.,  12s.  6d. ;  do.,  doable  brazed,  143.  6d.  to  21s.  6d. 

•  EEELS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3iin.,  Is.  9d. ;  4in.,  2b.  6d. :  movable  check,  o\Sn.,  4s. ; 
4in.,  58  :  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in.,  6s.  6d. ;  4in.,  98  6d. ;  Brass,  solid  backs.  Sin.,  28.  6d. 

LINES  (waterproof).— Plaited  silk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard ;  hemp,  Jd.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
20  yards,  7d. ;  Tanned,  8d.  ;  60  yards,  2s.    Cable  Laid  Oord,  50  yards,  7*d. 

TKAGES,  Gut  or  Gimp.— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d. ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  &c.— Ryder's,  2d. ;  Pennell'B,  2Jd. ;  Jardine'B,  3d.;  Doable  Live  Bait  Hooks,  IJd.  each; 
Is.  3d.  per  dozen. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality ;  Silver  Plaited,  from  Is. ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "  Fishing  GazettB'" 
Gossamer,  8d.    Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Fostage  Extra  on  all  Orders.    All  Orders  must  he  accompanied  by  o  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEMENS  (late  A.  BULMER),  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD,  S.W. 


(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 
CJ -A.  T*  A.  X- O  O  XT  3E3  S      T»  O  S  T 


OGDEN  AND  SGOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE    GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Are  showing  a  splendid  Assortment  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Flies,  and  General 

Tackle  at  Stand  20,  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster. 
BrarLClx:  10,  I*ElIOE3STESn  SQXT^RE:,  I^OBTOOKT.     CATALOGUFS  GRATIS. 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 
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GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  society's  ordinary  meeting,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr. 
Fourmy,  of  Cheeham,  occupied  the  chair.  The  members 
had  very  little  to  report  as  to  recent  fishins,  but  Mr. 
Fourmy  captured  a  very  handsome  pike  of  15Jlb.  from 
private  water,  besides  many  ethers;  and  a  friend  who 
accompanied  him  caught  several  pike,  largest  lOJlb.  The 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Coleman-fctreet,  B.C.,  on  April  25  next,  when  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke ")  will  occupy  the  chair. 
Members  are  requested  to  make  early  application  for 
tickets.  Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Sec). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon-street 
Hotel  on  Wednesday,  March  22,  at  8'pm,  Mr.  H. 
Edwards  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Parker  recorded  some 
boisterous  weather  at  Southend,  accompanied  by  but  poor 
sport.  An  interesting  discussion  took  place  on  depletion 
of  the  sea  by  steam  trawling,  and  Mr.  Little,  our  Southend 
agent,  spoke  on  the  subject.  The  question  of  long,  large- 
barrelled  and  multiplying  winches  was  discussed, 
Messrs.  Bates,  Gardner,  Norman,  Parker,  and  Graham 
taking  part.  Members  were  reminded  that  the  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  on  April  12.  The  usual  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  annual  smoking  concert,  held  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  evening 
laet,  was  in  every  way  an  unqualified  success,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  recent  structural  alterations  and  enlargement 
of  the  concert  hall,  there  were  many  visitors  unable  to 
find  standing  room.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  when 
it  is  considered  the  committee  always  submit  a  good  pro- 
gramme. The  many  talented  ajh',sfe.s  who  gave  their 
services  on  this  occasion  certainly  deserved  the  unstinted 
praise  given  by  an  appreciative  audience.  Mr.  Walter 
Emjlen,  J. P.,  L.C.C.,  presided  in  his  usual  cheery  and 
genial  way,  being  supported  by  the  president  (Mr. 
Medcalf),  vice-president  (Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore),  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  committee,  and  a  host 
of  well-known  people.  The  programme  was  contributed 
to  by  the  following  gentlemen :  Messrs.  Walter  Hunt,  C. 
Winter,  J.  Game,  J.  Taylor,  Will  Musgrave,  P.  and  W. 
Menage,  Tom  Tiner,  A.  Evans,  J.  Batten,  S.  Worland, 
Dan  Dent ;  and  Mr.  Cyril  Lester's  performance  on  the 
mandoline  was  exceptionally  clever.  Mr.  A.  H,  Brooker 
efficiently  acted  as  accompanist  throughout  the  even- 
ing. During  an  interval  Mr.  Medcalf  submitted  the 
toast  of  "The  Chairman,"  remarking  the  association 
greatly  appreciated  the  honour  conferred  by  his  attend- 
ance, and  anglers  were  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his 
kindness  and  influence  as  a  member  of  the  L.C.C.  and  in 
many  other  directions,  the  toast  was  received  with  great 
enthusiasm  and  accorded  musical  honours.  Mr.  Emden, 
in  reply,  thanked  the  members  for  their  kind  reception, 
stating  he  was  exceedingly  fond  of  all  sports,  encouraging 
them  whenever  possible,  and  would  gladly  assist  angling 
interests  on  the  council  at  any  time,  congratulating  the 
association  on  its  success,  also  for  the  generous  assistance 
it  had  given  to  the  Charing-cross  Hospital  and  restocking 
the  Thames;  to  the  surprise  of  the  company,  he  then 
produced  a  very  handsome  twenty-guinea  silver  cup,  which 
he  wished  the  president  to  accept,  and  suggested  that  it 
might  be  the  means  of  rendering  some  assistance  to  the 
Queen's  Jubilee  Nurses  Fund,  an  institution  which  had 
proved  of  immense  service  to  the  London  poor  by  going 
into  their  homes,  nursing  the  sick,  and  generally  minister- 
ing to  their  wants  in  time  of  illness.  Mr.  Elsmore  also 
stated  he  should  be  pleased  to  give  a  second  cup  value  of 
£5  for  same  objects.  Mr.  Fordree  promised  a  picture  of 
the  pegged-down  match.  Mr.  W.  Parkins,  an  old  member 
of  the  committee,  was  presented  with  a  silver  mounted 
malacca  walking  stick  with  ivory  handle,  which  had  been 
subscribed  for  by  members  of  the  committee  as  a  token  of 
their  regard  and  esteem.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  the  chairman,  artistes,  and  pianist  for  their 
kind  services.  The  meeting  concluded  with  the  National 
Anthem. 


RIVER  DOVE  ANGLING  CLUB  (KIRBY- 
MOORSIDE,  YORKS). 
At  the  annual  meeting  held  the  other  day,  the  president, 
J.  Reginald  Shaw,  Welburn  Hall,  and  the  committee  were 
present.  There  was  found  to  be  a  small  balance  after 
paying  all  expenses,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
imnroving  the  numerous  beats,  extending  over  several 
miles,  and  making  them  more  accessible.  The  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  have  already  granted  500  yearling  trout, 
which  are  to  be  added  on  the  23rd  of  the  present  month, 
and  will  be  turned  down  on  the  upper  and  middle  beat  of 
the  Dove,  where  there  are  plenty  of  gravel  streams  for 
protection.  Seeing  that  fish  cannot  proceed  further 
north,  owing  to  the  running  underground  of  both  rivers 
(Dove  and  Hodge),  before  appearing  again  at  the  coni- 
moncpment  of  our  club  waters,  their  retention  in  the 
same  is  a  natural  consequence.  This  applies  also  to  the 
fresh  run  trout,  coming  up  stream  from  the  Ilye  (in  the 
next  fanri).  Howkeld  Beck  (a  spring  containing  the 
volume  of  water  from  the  llodge),  about  two  miles  in 
length,  is  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  and  enters  the  Dove 
some  two  miles  below  the  town.  'This  is  a  clear  fishing 
stream  similar  to  the  Costa,  but  with  less  volume  of 
water,  and  strangers  should  note  the  fact  that  good  fishing 
can  be  had  here  when  the  surrounding  waters  are  in  flood. 
Trout  have  had  this  beat  little  disturbed  on  account  of  the 
numerous  bushes  ;  but  the  cDminittee  have  commenced  to 


judiciously  thin  out  places  for  fishing  here  and  there. 
Dry  fly  fishers  should  have  good  sport  during  the  season, 
as  trout  have  become  numerous,  and  run  up  to  lib.  each. 
The  two  lower  beats  (containing  the  whole  of  the  volumes 
from  Hodge  and  Dove),  become  a  different  class  of  fishing, 
much  deeper,  with  large  pools  here  and  there,  and  quite 
free  from  bushes.  There  is  a  direct  highway  from  the 
railway  station  which  cuts  off  a  considerable  distance,  and 
arrangements  are  made  to  run  parties  down  at  a  nominal 
charge  of  Is.  a  trap  load,  or  return  for  them  if  preferred. 
Strangers  unable  to  obtain  fishing  in  the  Rye  can  here 
have  similar  fishing  by  day  ticket  any  time  during  the 
season,  as  well  as  access  to  all  our  club  fishings,  on  pay- 
ment of  2s.  6d.  per  day,  7s.  6d.  per  week,  or  20s.  per 
season,  without  entrance.  There  is  no  lack  of  accommoda- 
tion in  and  near  the  town  of  Kirbymoorside,  and  charges 
are  most  moderate.  To  those  who  are  not  so  particular 
as  to  size  of  fish,  or  specially  preserved  club  waters,  the 
Duncomba  Park  Estate  Office  ticket,  at  Is.  per  week  (or 
less  by  month  or  season),  gives  a  ramble  amongst  lovely 
scenery  extending  north  of  the  town  for  "twelve  miles  or 
more,  with  purely  trout  fishing.  The  committee  have 
taken  into  consideration  the  exceptional  length  of  fishing 
and  the  numerous  beats,  and  are  still  disposed  to  issue  a 
few  more  season  tickets,  without  entrance  for  the  present 
season.  J.  C.  Frank. 


THE  WIND-UP. 

March  14  was  not  an  ideal  day  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view.  Nevertheless,  meteorologically  speaking, 
there  have,  during  the  season  now  ended,  been  many  worse 
days,  and,  as  anglers  are,  or  ought  to  be,  a  hardy  race,  a 
little  fog  and  a  good  deal  of  cold  do  not  count  for  much. 
But  it  is  an  incontrovertible  fact  that  the  man,  or  woman, 
who  goes  fishing  desires  above  all  things  to  catch  fish,  and 
if  matters  in  this  particular  respect  on  the  old  river 
generally  were  at  all  akin  to  the  state  of  affairs  which 
existed  at  Twickenham  on  the  14th  inst. ,  the  wind-up  of 
the  1898-99  season  will  not  be  entered  in  many  diaries  as 
a  red  letter  day.  Just  why  the  fish  were  not  in  evidence 
nobody  on  the  spot  seemed  to  know.  When  our  little 
party,  consisting  of  a  lady  and  two  mere  males — all 
novices,  one  male  very  much  so — turned  out,  it  was 
distinctly  foggy,  but  in  other  respects  not  vfery  unpleasant, 
the  sun  giving  good  promise  of  shining  later,  a  promise, 
by  the  way,  it  failed  to  fulfil.  A  move  was  made  for  the 
deeps  off  Pope's  Villa,  where,  when  we  arrived,  at  least 
six  punts  were  already  moored.  We  took  up  our  position 
to  the  rear  of  the  crowd,  and  from  this  point  of  vantage  it 
V7as  amusing  to  see  the  abortive  efforts  of  those  in  front  of 
us  to  kill  anything,  the  burly  Spong,  of  Two  Sawyers 
celebrity,  especially  being  like  a  pea  in  a  frying-pan, 
shifting  from  one  place  to  another  and  yet  another  in  his 
vain  efforts  to  hit  upon  a  likely  spot  for  his  two  clients. 
Personally,  we  went  off  with  a  bang,  our  lady  angler 
hooking  three  small  bream  in  about  five  minutes.  At  any 
rate,  no  more  fish  came  to  hand  during  the  ensuing  two 
hours,  and  the  arrival  of  an  immense  steak  and  the 
etceteras — hot  al  fresco  meals  are  a  feature  of  Twicken- 
ham fishing — constituted  a  welcome  break  to  a  very 
monotonous  time.  That  steak  was  good,  but  we  did  not 
allow  it  to  drive  our  thoughts  from  the  real  object  of  our 
outing,  and  so  soon  as  it  was  disposed  of  moved  down  to 
the  front  of  the  fleet,  which  had  increased  to  nine.  Here 
the  lady  once  again  distinguished  herself,  by  immediately 
hooking  a  dace,  but  nothing  more  occurring  in  the  course 
of  one  hour,  and  the  jocular  remarks  of  those  at  the  back 
of  us  convincing  us  that  others  were  faring  very  ill,  we 
cleared  off  down  stream  to  a  swim  almost  at  the  end  of 
the  island,  passing,  en  route,  the  genial  Jack  Spong,  with 
one  of  his  enthusiastic  clients  fast  asleep  !  Ye  gods  !  and 
this  on  the  last  day.  Fishing  in  about  4ft.  of  water  with 
the  bottom  clearly  exposed  to  view,  we  at  length  managed 
to  capture  a  few  dace  and  j-oach,  but  they  were  all  on  the 
small  side,  and  the  majority  went  back  to  grow.  In  this 
shallow  water  our  novice  created  some  diversion  by 
frequently  landing  his  tackle  right  into  the  punt,  greatly 
to  the  danger  of  the  faces  and  clothes  of  the  rest  of  the 
party.  Poor  fellow,  it  was  his  first  day's  fishing,  and  in 
all  probability  will  be  his  last.  Not  one  solitary  fish  came 
to  his  rod  after  six  hours  hard  work.  Certainly  the  others 
of  the  party  had  not  much  to  boast  of.  We  sallied  out, 
armed  with  two  fish  baskets,  and  the  catch  altogether  only 
weighed  about  21b.,  nearly  all  the  fish  falling  to  the  lady's 
prowess.  To  add  to  the  chagrin  we  felt  at  our  want  of 
succeEs,  on  landing  we  met  a  friend  who  had  ridden  over 
on  his  machine,  and  he  also  carried  a  basket  to  relieve  us 
of  any  surplus  stock.  When  subsequently  we  foregathered 
at  the  Two  Sawyers  with  other  brave  spirits,  we  had  at 
least  the  satisfaction  of  learning  that  if  we  had  done  badly 
others  had  done  still  worse.  We  could  not,  therefore,  lay 
the  blame  for  a  blank  day  on  our  professional  helper — 
Draper.  Asa  matter  of  fact,  "Jack"  is  all  right,  but 
the  weather,  or  the  water,  or  something  or  other,  was  all 
wrong.  I  am  now  looking  forward  with  great  interest  to 
the  next  issue  of  the  Fisliing  Oazetic,  to  see  if  some 
learned  contributor  is  bold  enough  to  tell  us  the  actual 
cause  of  such  a  shockingly  bad  wind-up. 

Fred  Buckle. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS,  18Jt9. 
THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY 
Announce  that  in  addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly, 
and  Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Tuesday  tickets  to 
the  east  coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  district  (Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  (Jlacton, 
Walton-on-Nazo,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe, 
Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  kc),  which  are 
issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  their  ether  London  and 
suburban  stations.  They  will  on  Thursday,  30th  March 
issue  special  cheap  excursion  tickets  from  London  (Liver! 


pool-street  and  suburban  stations)  to  most  of  the  above - 
stations;  also  to  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn 
Faken'nam,  and  the  other  principal  stations  in  the  eastern 
counties,  and  by  the  cathedral  route  to  Lincoln,  DoncasteKk 
York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scarboro',  Darlington,  NenI 
castle,  Berwick,  Bdinboro',  Glasgow,  &c.,  and  to  Clfest^l 
field  and  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries).    Cheap  wedfl 
end  tickets  will  also  be  issued  on  Saturday,  1st  April,  « 
most  of  the  G.  E .  country  stations.    Tickets  (both  ordinaS 
and  excursion,  &c.),  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  Lived 
pool-stteet   station,    and  at  the  company's  West-enfl 
offices,  2,  Cockspur-street,  Trafalgar-square ;    51,  N^l 
Oxford-street;  215,  Edgware-road  ;  and  120,  BromptoM 
road,  and  at  their  other  City  and  West-end  booking offioem 
In  addition  to  relieving  trains,  special  trains  will  be  vxm' 
from  Liverpool-street  on  Thursday,  at  8.30  a.m.,  1.35,  4,5, 
and  7.12  p.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  &c. ;  at 
1.30  p.m.,  to  Ifswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  &c. ;  at  1.30  and 
4.5  p.m.,  to  Walton-on-Naze;  and  at  1.30,  4.5  p.m.,  and 
12.3  night  (supper  train),  to  Colchester  and  Clacton-on-' 
Sea.    On  Good  Friday,  at  5  Iff  a.m.,  to  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  &c. ;  and  at  8  55  a.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  &c.  For  the  accommodation  of  persons  detained 
at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday,  special 
midnight  trains  vnll  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.0  for 
Norwich,  viiX  Cambridge,  and  at  12.30  for  Yarmouth  and", 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inter- 
mediate stations.    The  12.3  sapper  ear  express  to  Col- 
chester and  Clacton  will  run  as  usual.  On  Easter  Monday^ 
special^  exenrsjon  trains  will  run  from  St.  Pancriis  to 
Cambridge,  Ely,  and  Yaritiouth,  and  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on*' 
Naze,  Cambridge,  and  Ely.    Excursion  tickets  will  be.- 
issued  to  Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Eye  House.  A  ' 
special  service  of  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street, 
Fenchurch-street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and. 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Rye  House. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  AND  DOtER 
RAILWAYS. 
The  above  companies  announce  cheap  day  excursions  on. 
Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  from  London  to  Tun-" 
bridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Whitstable, 
Heme  Bay,  Deal,  Walmer,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  Aldershbt, 
Gravesend,  Rochester,  Chatham,  Sheerness,  &c.  On 
Easter  Monday  frequent  special  and  ordinary  trairs  will 
run  to  and  from  Holborn,  Victoria,  Ludgate-hUl,  St.. 
Paul's,  and  intermediate  stations  and  the  Crystal  Palace 
(High  Level  Station).  Return  fare.  Is.  Cd.,  third  class, 
including  admission.  Special  trains  will  be  run  to  Hayes, 
Blackheath,  Greenwich,  Gravesend  (for  Rosherville 
Gardens),  &c.  The  usual  extension  of  time  for  certain 
return  tickets  during  the  holidays  will  be  allowed.  A 
cheap  Friday  to  Wednesday  excursion  leaves  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-street  at  2.45  p.m.  for  Boulogne,  and 
9.0  p.m.  for  Calais,  on  Thursday,  March  30,  and  from 
Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street,  and  Holborn  at 
9.0  a.m.  for  Calais,  on  Friday,  March  31.  A  cheap 
Saturday  to  Monday  excursion  leaves  Charing  Cross, 
Victoria,  Cannon-street,  and  Holborn,  at  9.0  a.m.  on 
Saturday,  April  1,  for  Calais,  and  Charing  Cross  and 
Cannon-street,  at  2.45  p.m.,  for  Boulogne,  available  to 
return  up  to  the  7.50  p.m.  Cheap  tickets  to  Paris  will  be 
issued,  leaving  Charing  Cross,  Victoria.  Holborn,  and 
Cannon-street  via  Calais  and  Boulogne.  Tickets  available 
for  fourteen  days.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels,  via  Calais 
or  Boulogne,  will  be  issued  from  March  29  to  April  3 
from  Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street,  and  Holborn. 
Tickets  are  available  for  eight  days.  Tickets  will  also  be" 
issued  to  Brussels,  via  Ostend,  March  29  to  April  3,  from 
Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street,  and  Holborn. 
Tickets  available  for  eight  days.  Special  day  excursions 
will  be  run  on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Snnday,  and  Easter 
Monday,  leaving  Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street, 
and  Holborn  for  Calais,  and  from  Charing  Cross  for 
Boulogne.  Cheap  eight  day  tickets  to  Amsterdam, 
Arnheim,  Rotterdam,  Utrecht,  and  The  Hague  wiU  be 
issued  each  day  from  March  29  to  April  3  from  Victoria, 
Holborn,  St.  Paul's,  and  Heme  Hill  by  the  8.25  a.m. 
day  service  via  Queenboro'  and  Flushing.  A  special  boat 
train  will  leave  Victoria  (Chatham  and  Dover)  at  9.5  p.m. 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  before  Good  Friday  for 
Dover,  in  connection  with  the  boats  to  Calais  and  Ostend. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery-' 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

24,802.   Fish,  threading  on  wire.   Patentee :  Mr.  B. 

Andersen,  Stavanger,  Norway,  relates  to 
apparatus  for  threading  fish  on  wire  in  a 
regular  row,  preparatory  to  smoking  them, 
or  for  any  other  purpose.  The  fish  are 
placed  head  downwards  between  a  series  of 
wedge-shaped  projections  along  the  edge  of  a 
table,  and  are  held  in  a  folding  frame  formed 
by  two  hinged  pieces,  each  formed  with  a 
series  of  tapering  notches.  An  elastic  band 
runs  behind  the  notches,  and  when  the  fish 
are  held  in  position  they  are  pressed  against 
this  band  by  a  hinged  angle-iron.  The  wire 
is  then  threaded  through  the  hole  formed  by 
two  corresponding  grooves. 
4175.    Charles  Hellyer,  St.  Andrew's  Dock,  Hull. 

"  Improvements  in  shoes  for  otter  boards  and 
the  like." 

15,880.  Trawling.  Patentee:  Mr."  H.  Smethurst, 
Pelham-terrace,  Grimsby.  To  distend  the 
mouth  of  the  net,  floats  are  fitted  to  the  head 
line. 


I   March  25,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


217 


^om  from  ti)e  j^ortf). 


•  The  great  event  in  angling  circles  in  the  north  haa  been 
the  defeat  of  the  Aberdeen  Corporation  Bill,  in  the  Select 
Cdmmittee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  as  far  aa  the  clauses 
pretending  to  deal  with  the  Don  were  concerned,  and  they 
have  accordingly  been  dropped  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Don  Fishery  Board.   

It  speaks  well  for  the  future  of  the  Donside  Fishery 
Improvement  Aesociatiqn,  that  within  four  months  or  so 
of  its  formation,  it  should  practically  have  been  the  means 
of  gaining  so  signal  a  victory.  The  association  includes 
the  members  of  the  Don  Fishery  Board  ex  officio  and 
prefers  to  work  through  it.  The  association  confining  its 
operations  to  raising  the  needful. 

The  association  has  its  work  cut  out  for  it  for  some 
time  to  come — pollution,  dam-dykes,  abstraction  of  water, 
and  other  abuses,  which  must  be  tackled  and  overcome 
before  the  Don  can  regain  its  ancient  prestige  as  a  saltnon 
river  of  the  first  water ;  and  all  for  want  of  a  stitch  in  time 
ten  or  a  dozen  years  back. 

It  was  a  telling  bit  of  evidence  which  Inspector  Martin 
gave  to  Lord  Northbrook  and  the  Lords'  Committee,  when 
he  said  that  some  two  or  three  years  ago  the  Crnives 
fishings  on  the  Don  were  worth  £500  annually.  Now  they 
cannot  find  a  tenaait.    The  rent  is  practically  nil. 


It  is  funny  of  the  Aberdeen  Corporation  to  have  taken 
Dr.  Macadam  to  London  to  say  that  the  mill  (paper) 
effluent  was  not  hurtful  to  the  Don,  and  now  to  raise  a 
fuss  over  the  same  effluent  polluting  the  North  Sea  at  the 
river's  month.   

The  Dnie  of  York  has  been  again  unfortunate  with 
regard  to  his  advent  on  Deeside  this  spring  from  a  weather 
point  of  view.  A  veritable  snowstorm  has  raged  since  the 
morning  after  his  Royal  Highness's  arrival.  The  same 
thing  happened  last  year  at  the  time  of  his  visit,  and  con- 
tinued aU  through  his  three  weeks'  stay. 

Provost  McConachie  Fraserburgh  was  entertained  to 
dinner  in  recognition  of  the  many  valuable  services  he  has 
rendered  the  fishing  community,  and  especially  in  the 
establishment  of  a  fish  mart,  which  was  opened  the  other 
day.   

Owing  to  the  advent  of  a  fresh  snowstorm,  sport  for  the 
nonce  has  practically  been  suspended.  The  trout  (yellow) 
season  had  hardly  set  in,  although  a  few  have  been  trying 
it,  and  it  will  be  April  1  now  before  anything  like  a  basket 
need  be  looked  for.   

The  "  ripper  "  consists  of  a  flight — string  would  be  a 
better  appellation — of  clear  galvanised  fish  hooks  of  the 
largest  cod  size,  and  is  worked  by  hand  from  a  boat  or 
pier.  It  is  an  engine  of  the  "  snigger  "  order,  and  is  often 
used  by  trout  poachers  where  finnock  and  sea  trout 
abound  along  our  coasts  and  even  in  the  estuaries. 

Last  week,  a  Fraserburgh  fisherman,  while  looking  for 
cod  (?),  caught  up  a  halibut  oa  the  ripper,  which  was 
better,  as  it  fetched  him  £2.  The  halibut  weighed  1  ewt. 
It  is  the  first  time  such  a  fish  has  been  caught  after  this 
fashion.   

(>)Iatie:  Fairfax  Ehodes  has  taken  the  Morven  shootings 
and  fishings  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  KeUlor 
on  Deeside  for  the  season. 


NicoU,  keeper  to  Lord  Garrioch  on  the  Borrowatone  Dee 
water,  had  a  fine  fish  of  251b.  last  week.  This  is  the  top 
weight  for  these  parts.   

Only  an  occasional  fish  is  being  got  on  miles  of  Spey 
water,  and  on  not  a  few  aections  nothing  has  yet  been-done 
since  the  season  opened.   

The  salmon  fishings  on  the  east  coast  are  as  backward 
aa  ever,  but,  then,  so  ia  the  weather.  Till  the  latter  alters 
for  the  better,  neither  need  any  encouragement  be  looked 
for  from  the  former.   

A  regular  blizzard  has  prevailed  all  over  the  North  since 
Saturday  morning.  The  wind  was  not  so  violent  on 
Monday,  but  more  snow  fell,  Arctic  oonditions  reign 
supreme.   

The  Balmoral  and  Invercauld  estate  managements  have 
an  agreement  not  to  use  spinning  baits  on  their  respective 
watera  till  May  26  in  each  year,  so  that  the  fly  is  alone 
permissible  on  their  sections  of  the  Dee  for  spring  angling. 

Both  above  and  below  these  parts,  however,  all  con- 
ceivable legal  lores  may  be  nsed  ad  libitum.  However, 
the  fly  haa  been  the  favourite  lure  since  the  season 
opened.   

April  is  the  best  month  for  early  Don  and  Deveron 
trontiiu;  on  the  lower  watera.  On  the  upper  waters, 
again,  May  and  June  yield  the  beat  baskets. 

Most  of  the  tidal  waters,  such  as  the  Dte,  Don,  Ythan, 
Ugie,  he,  are  closed  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  May, 
on  account  of  the  smolt  season.  The  restriction,  with  its 
opening  and  dosing  dates,  is  purely  local.  With  an  early 
advent  of  snaolts  in  force  it  is  soon  over,  especially  if  a 
timeona  flood  aets  in.  Angling  is  even  then  only  buspeuded 
in  th«  puraly  tidal  watera  of  the  respective  rivera. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  IRotes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  my  notes,  a  short  time  ago,  1  mentioned  that  Mr.  G. 
Stanley,  of  exhibition  fame,   was  about   t)  open  an 
exhibiiiou  at  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham,  and  that  he  had 
placed  himself  in  communication  wiih  the  secretary  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  with  the  view  of  getting 
a  display  of  specimen  fish,  at  the  same  time  offering  to  piy 
the  expenses  of  getting  the  fish  together  and  giving  the  sum 
of  £20  to  the  owners  of  the  best  specimen  and  rare  fish. 
The  storetary,  Mr.  C.  White,  accepted  the  oSec  on  behalf 
of  his  association,  and  commenced  to  gat  the  fish  together. 
This  has  exceeded  his  expactations,  inasmuch  as  a  large 
number  of  grand  fish  that  had  been  kept  from  the  public 
gaze  were  collected.    They  now  occupy  three  very  long 
shelves  at  the  exhioition,  and  number  some  180  cases  con- 
taining fish  of  almost  every  kind.    Pike  and  bream  are 
very  plentiful,  the  former  fish  commencing  at  27ilb. 
and   the   latter  at  7ilb.     The    roach    class  includes 
the  giant  roach,  SJlb.,  lent  by  Mr.  R.  D,  Frost,  of 
Bristol.   The  perch  commence  with  a  4Jlb.  fish.   The  dace 
are  not  very  numerous,  but,  still,  some  good  specimens  are 
to  be  seen,  the  largest  13oz.  Chub  are  to  be  seen,  but  not 
in  great  numbers,  the  largest  being  over  4Jlb.    There  are 
two  very  fine  carp  in  the  show,  but  not  for  competition — 
the  largest  over  171b.    The  show  all  round  is  very  fine, 
and  well  worth  a  visit.    There  is  a  falling  off  in  the  trout 
and  barbel,  but  with  the  other  fish  it  has  been  said  by 
good  judges  that  it  is  the  best  show  of  fish  outside  London 
that  his  beeu  seen  for  years.    The  rare  fish  include  a 
barbolt  of  4ilb  and  several  smaller  ones,  a  gudgeon  over 
4oz.,  a  rufi  a^oz.,  and  a  bream  roach.    Tue  exhibition  was 
opened  on  Monday  last  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Birmingham, 
who,  in  referring  to  the  show  of  fish,  said  that  it  gave 
him  great  pleasure  to  see  thit  Birmingham  had  so  many 
expert  anglers,  and  also  to  know  that  all  the  stories 
they    told    of    their   large  fish  were    not  altogether 
exaggerated.    The  exhibition  will  be  open  until  May  13, 
during  which  time  excursions  will  be  run  into  the 
city  to  see  the    exhibition,  whicii    contains    a  large 
numbsr  of  attractions  independent  of  the  show  of  fish. 
The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  at  their 
last  meeting  decided  to  take  time  by  the  forelock  and  con- 
sider the  future  arrangements  for  their  annual  contest. 
It  was  decided  that  this  year  it  should  be  a  day  contest. 
Four  places  were  selected,  namely,  Tewkesbury,  Alrewas 
Fenny  Compton,  and  Pershoie  ;  and  the  matter  as  to  the 
railway  fares  to  the  places  mentioned  were  left  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  C.  White.    The  Visiting  Committee  gave  in 
some  very  flattering  reports,    and  a  number  of  new 
members  were  added.    It  was  decided  to  visit  the  Baltic, 
Green  Lanes,  Hope  and  Anchor,  and  Salmon  clubs  prior 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee.     The  Camden 
Society  held  their  annual  soiree  at  the  Camden-street 
Board  School,  on  Saturday  evening.     The  affair  was  a 
success,  and  tbe  prize  fund  will  be  assisted  by  the  financial 
result.    The  Vine  Unity  held  their  first  concert  on  behalf 
of  their  prize  fund  on  Tuesday  evening  last ;  this  was  also 
a  success ;  and  another  concert  will  be  held  on  next  Tues- 
day.   The  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  March  25, 
at  the  Sportsman  Inn,  Wood-street,  Kidderminster;  chair 
taken  at  five  o'clock.   At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  T. 
Coles,  the  president,  will  be  presented  with  his  cestimonial. 
Several  of  our  clubs  are  making  rapid  headway  numeri- 
cally.    Some  of  them  have  more  than  doubled  their 
strength  this  year.    We  have  several  more  new  clubs 
being  formed  with  a  view  of  joining  our  association.  The 
Severn  Fishery  Board  are  again  issuing  permits  for  the 
taking  of  coarse  fish  during  the  close_  season.    When  shall 
we  be  able  to  prevent  this  kind  of  thing  ? 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  season  for  coarse  fishing  has  now  closed,  and,  taken 
aa  a  whole,  the  sport  obtained  in  the  Fen  district  was  up 
to  the  average  of  former  years.  The  mild  winter  enabled 
anglers  to  pursue  their  operations  without  any  inter- 
ruption, and  the  closing  weeks  were  remarkable  for  the 
splendid  results  obtained  by  both  pike  and  roach  fisher- 
men. The  premier  water— the  Witham— has  been  re- 
sponsible latterly  for  some  excellent  bags,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  better  sport  has  ever  been  obtained  towards  the 
end  of  the  season.  The  Forty-foot,  too,  has  yielded 
exceedingly  well,  and  the  champion  fish,  a  14-pounder, 
was  secured  a  few  days  before  the  season  ended.  The 
weather  has  now  taken  a  wintry  turn,  in  fact,  the 
temperature  has  been  lower  this  week  than  any  recorded 
during  the  winter,  and  there  have  been  several  falls  of 
snow.  Under  these  circumstances  trout  fishermen  will 
not  bestir  themselves  just  yet,  and,  moreover,  some  rain 
is  wanted  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  streams. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
During  the  past  few  days,  in  this  district,  we  have 
experieLced  some  unlooked-for  heavy  falls  of  snow,  and 
snow  is  continuing  to  fall,  more  or  less,  causing  all  our 
local  waters  to  be  out  of  condition  and  full  of  "snow- 
broth  "—quite  a  contrast  from  the  beautilul  summer-like 
weather  of  the  previous  week — and  the  weather  is  also 
extremely  cold,  with  hard  frosts,  so  that  it  will  be  some 
days,  should  an  agreeable  change  take  place,  before  any- 
thing succesafuloan  be  anticipated  in  trout  fishing,  and  the 
drains  and  havens  are  also  in  bad  condition  for  worm 
fishing  for  flounders  and  eels.  Therefore  the  prospects 
are  not  very  promising  for  our  Easter  holiday  matches, 
which  will  be  a  great  disappointment  to  our  local  anglers, 
for  several  of  our  societies  have  made  their  opening  fixtures 
of  the  season  and  arraogemouts  tor  that  time,  the  river 
Hull  and  the  Wineatead  Drain  at  Patrington  being 
the  waters   selected  for  their  operations,   which  are 


pretty    fairly    divided.     On   Good    Friday    the  Hull 
Ramblers'  will  fish  on  the  river,  at  MinUi  Fktts;  the 
Stoneferry  Star  AS.,  at  Figham ;  the   Brunswick  and 
Waltonians,  at  Weelferry ;  the  Duke  of  York  A  S.,  at 
Grovehill;  the  River  Hull  Club,  on  Swinemoor ;  and  the 
Uorringliam  AS.  at  Hull  Bridge;  whilst  the  Albion, 
Alexandra,  Excelsior,  and  Hull  Town  Angling  Societies 
have  selected  the  drain  at  Patrington  for  operations.  On 
the  Saturday,  the  Siseon's  Brothers  A.S.  and  Clarence 
A.S.  will  visit  the  river  at  Weelferry,  and  the  Tigress  A.S. 
will  fish  on  MiutoFlatts;  the  County,  East  Hull  Band, 
and  Izaak  Walton  Societies,  fishing  at  Patrington  ;  and  on 
Easter  Monday  the   Progressive  and  Albert  Societies 
opening  their  season  at  the  same  place;  Messrs.  Amos 
and  Smith's  club,  choosing   the  river  at  Hull  Bridge 
for  that  day.    On  the  closing  day  for  coirse  fish,  one  of 
our  local  anglers,  Mr.  G.  H.  Caley,  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Albert  Angling  Society,  secured  two  nice  sized  pike 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hull  Bridge,  the  best  tish 
scaling  8lb.   G  jz  ,    and    the    other    41b. ;  three  more 
decent  fish  were  also  taken  on  the  same  day,  near  to 
Wawne ;  and  on  the  opening  day  for  trout  one  was 
caught  near  to  Burton  Hall  that  scaled  lib.  7ox.    It  was 
only  in  poor  condition,  but  it  is  full  early  for  trout  on  this 
river,  even  if  the  weather  was  favourable.    The  Bowling 
Green  A.S.  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  on  the 
river  at  Weelferry  last  week,  but  unfortunately  not  one  of 
the  competitors  caught  a  fish,  so  that  the  match  will  have 
to  be  fished  over  again  on  some  future  date.    This  club 
held  their  annual  dinner  at  headquarters  the  other  evening, 
which  was  a  very  enthusiastic  affair,  and  several  valuable 
prizes  were  given  for  competition  during  the  season.  On 
Monday  evening  next  the  East  Riding  A  S.  vrill  hold  their 
annual  soiree  and  ball ;  and  on  Monday,  April  3,  the 
Clarence  A.S.  also  hold  their  annual  ball.    Last  week  the 
Hull  Stipendiary  Magistrate  (Mr.  E.  C.  Twiss)  gave  his 
decision  in  an  important  caae  under  the  Salmon  Fisheries 
Act,  instigated  by  the  Fishmongers'  Compmy,  in  which  a 
Melton  Mowbray  gentleman  and  three  Hull  tish  merchants 
were  mulct  into  heavy  costs  for  being  in  possession,  for 
sale,  of  certain  silmon,  on  Oct.  27  last,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act,  1873  (36  &  27 
Vict.  cap.  71,  sec.  19). 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Since  the  end  of  last  week  the  weather  in  this  district 
has  become  a  topcoat  colder.  Although  the  sun  has  shone 
brightly  in  the  daytime,  biting  nor'-east  winds  have  swept 
down  the  hills,  followed  by  sharp  frosts  at  night.  Ten 
and  twelve  degrees  of  frost  have  coated  sheltered  pieces  of 
water  with  ice,  and  some  of  the  mountains  have  had  a 
coating  of  snow.  As  a  consequence  angling  is  somewhat 
off  just  at  present,  but  fair  sport  was  enjoyed  towards  the 
end  of  last  week.  All  the  rivers  in  the  district  are  now 
open,  and  fishing  may  any  day  be  in  full  swing.  A  very 
sensible  decision  has  been  come  to  by  the  Derwent 
Fishery  Board,  namely,  to  abolish  their  system  of  "  sus- 
pects," and  all  who  wish  to  apply  may  now  obtain  a 
fishing  permit.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  one  and  all  will  in 
future  fish  fairly,  and  that  no  more  cause  may  be  given  for 
the  enforcement  of  rules  which  have  caused  irritation  and 
cast  suspicion  on  possibly  innocent  persons.  Trout  appear 
to  be  in  fairly  good  condition  in  the  Cumberland  streams 
(Derwent,  &c.),  single  fish  up  to  nearly  31b.  in  weight 
having  already  been  taken.  A  favourable  opening  was 
made  in  the  Keswick  waters,  particularly  the  lake,  and 
baskets  of  over  a  score  of  fish  have  been  secured,  Messrs. 
J.  Lowther,  Wilkinson,  Denwood,  Hill,  and  Beadle  being 
most  successful.  A  few  email  pike  have  also  been  taken,, 
the  best  Ojlb.  It  seems  strange  after  so  abnormally  wet  a 
winter  that  there  should  so  soon  be  an  outcry  for  water.. 
'Two  or  three  wet  days,  however,  would  be  welcome. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Of  course  the  great  event  at  Wyresdale  is  a  topic  very 
extensively  discussed,  and,  while  admitting  the  right  of  the 
proprietors  to  conduct  the  event  on  their  own  lines,  it  is 
admitted  that  they  would  have  done  better  had  they  con- 
sulted some  experienced  officials  used  to  arranging  large 
competitions.  An  event  of  this  kind  cannot  be  criticised 
as  many  events  open  to  the  public  are,  but  a  little  more 
explicitness  in  the  general  conditions  would  have  been 
advisable  and  have  saved  a  lot  of  disappointments.  The 
St.  Helens  Angling  Association,  on  the  23rd,  suitably 
acknowledged  the  lengthened  services  of  Mr.  R.  Ball  to 
the  interests  of  angling  in  the  district.  "Lancashire" 
was  invited,  but  he  could  not  go— hia  health  stood  in  the 
way  of  honouring  one  of  the  very  best  of  men  and  anglers. 
Mr.  Editor,  there  is  not  enough  of  this  kind  of  thing 
amongst  fishermen;  not  enough  of  gratitude  to  the  self- 
denying  hon.  sec.  or  hon.  office  bearer  in  any  capacity ; 
but  there  is  always  plenty  of  holes  to  tear  in  his  coat. 
Well  done  Warrington.  Last  week  we  had  to  record  good 
work  in  getting  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  closed  until 
June  16,  and  this  week  comes  the  news  of  the  acquisition 
of  fresh  waters  for  both  themselves  and  others.  They 
have  secured  a  length  of  the  BoUin  between  Bollington 
Mill  and  Warburton  Mill,  the  nearest  railway  station 
being  Heatley ;  and  another  resort  is  a  length  of  the 
Weaver,  at  Newbridge.  The  nearest  railway  stations  are 
Hartford  or  Over  and  Wharton.  There  is  plenty  of  good 
roach  fishing  in  this  water.  The  Warrington  hatchery 
and  its  rearing  ponds  are  admittedly  well  equipped,  and 
they  will  shortly  receive  for  treatment  10,000  rainbow  ova. 
The  fry,  when  ready,  will  be  turned  into  the  foregoing 
waters.  The  best  thanks  of  the  fraternity  are  due  to  this 
body  of  sportsmen  for  trying  arid  accomplishing  some  good 
for  others  outside  their  own  town,  and  not  like  some, 
trying  to  use  outsiders  to  beneht  their  own  townsmen. 
Staleybridge  and  district  are  also  doing  good  work  up 
to  the  last,  for  within  two  days  of  the  close  season 
they  placed  the  final  consignment  of  coarse  fish  in  their 
private  waters,  consisting  of  200  exceedingly  fine  roach. 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

High-Class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

PERTH,  N.B. 


One  of  the  largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

In  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Grold  and  Frize  Medals  A. warded. 

Telegrams— MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone— No.  81. 

Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 

WILLIAMS'S 

Celebrated  "CRYSTAL"  HOOKS. 

Thousands  of  Unsolicited  Testimonials  for  these  Hooks. 

On  Fine  or  Stout  Undrawn  Gut'     ...        ...        ...        ...    per  doz.  lOd. 

On  Drawn  Gut  ...        ...        ...    ...        ...        „  Is. 

DIPLOMA  OF  HONOUR  FOE  HOOK  TYING. 


P.  T.  WILLIAMS  &  CO.,  10,  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.O. 

Established  1828.  Catalogues  sent  Gratis. 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 


SEND    FOR    PRIOE  LIST 

ov 

OYA,  FRY,  EARLIHG,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEYEHEHSIS,  IRIDEUS,  &c. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING.  N.B. 


GRANULATED  MEAT  (Very  Fine) 

FOR  FEEDING  TROUT  FRY. 
Per  25/-  owt.        In  Bags  of  all  Sizes.        Write  for  Samples,  Post  Free. 

THE   FISHERY,   MALVERN  WELLS. 

NOW  READY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

By     OOTSWOIjID  l^.J^ 
Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding. 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 

THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

A  strictly  Non-party  Organisation  to  urge  upon  the  Government  and  the  Electorate 
the  paramount  importance  of  an  adequate  Navy  as  the  best  guarantee  of  peace. 

Terms  of  Membership : 
One  Guinea  per  annum,  or  Ten  Guineas  for  a  life  paynnent. 
Ladies  are  admitted  for  half  these  payments. 
Hon.  Vice-President's  Subscription,  Five  Guineas  annually, 

or  £2S  in  one  payment  for  life. 
Subscribers  of  less  than  £1  are  enrolled  as  Associates. 


Full  particulars  of  aims  and  work  of  the  League  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  Secretary,  to  whom  all  cheques  should  be  mado  payable. 

The  Navy  League  Journal  is  published  monthly,  and  sent  post  free  to  all 
Members.    Extra  copies  are  supplied  at  28.  per  annum. 

Head  Office  of  the  League :  13,  Victoria  Street,  Westmtnstbb,  S.W. 
Branches;  London  (3),  Bristol,  Bath,  Windsor,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Sydenham, 
Liverpool,  Bedford,  Cape  Town,  Hong  Kong,  Malta,  Toronto,  Durban,  British 
Guiana,  Auckland,  and  Cantorbury,  N.Z. 


Noiv  Ready.      Price  8s.  6d.  net. 

HARRY  DRUIDALE,  FISHERMAN  FROM 
MANXLAND  TO  ENGLAND. 

By  HENRY  CADMAN. 
Containing  a  dissertation  on  Fishing,  instructions  in  artificial 
fly  fishing,  stone  fly  and  creeper  fishing,  worm  and  minnow  fishing 
for  trout,  narratives  of  fishing  excursions,  descriptions  of  rivers  and 
scenery,  camping  out,  the  history  of  the  Kilnsey  Angling  Club  and  the 
Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association,  chapter  on  salmon  fishing,  &c. 

FISLD;  "The  book  abounds  with  pleasant  anecdotes,  character  sketches  of 
rural  life,  and  historical  and  archaeological  references." 

ST.  JAMES'S  GAZETTE:  "Mr.  Cadman  has  written  a  capital  volume 
on  fishing." 

SPEAKER:  "  The  general  reader  will  be  charmed  with  the  author's  artistic 
descriptions  of  mountain  and  river  scenery,  and  the  excellent  illustrations  which 
adorn  its  pages." 

MACMILLA^TsT.  <to  GO.,  LTD.,  LOMDOJ^. 
THE  FIFTH  ANNUAL 

Promoted  by  the  LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 

WILL  TAKE  PLACE  AT 

THE  CHAMPION  HOTEL,  ALDERSQATE  STREET,  E.C., 

On  SAIURD.IT,  MARCS  25,  1899, 

On  behalf  of  PRINTERS'  CHARITIES. 

Ladies  Specially  Invited.         Doors  Open  at  6.30.        Overture  at  7  p.m. 

Aftistt'S — Miss  Marie  Lloyd,  Miss  Amy  Brook  (Cert.  B.A  M  ),  Miss  Vesta  Victoria,  Miss  Kate 
McGeeney,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  Mr.  Walter  Briscoe,  Mr.  Charles  Osborne,  Madame  Stephanie 
Olive,  Miss  Geraldine  Hewgill,  Madame  A.  L.  Povey,  Miss  Ada  Eowella,  Mr.  Bertram  Gill,  Mr. 
James  Davis,  Mr.  Albert  Walter,  Mr.  Fred  Rome,  Mr.  Ti  m  Mulroy,  Mr.  Joe  Levet,  Master  Albert 
Walter,  Mr.  F.  G.  Bead,  Mr.  W.  Skinner,  Mr.  Cecil  G  raeme,  and  Mr.  Alf  Smart.  Iiistrvmaitalists— 
The  Eoyal  White  Band,  Mr.  Sydney  Hemming  (Harp  Solos),  Mr.  Montagu  Hemming  (Czymbalo 
Solos),  Mr.  A.  T.  Harrison  (Cornet  Solos).  Accompanists— ^ts.  Newman  Harrison,  Mr.  James 
Jefferson,  and  Master  Albert  Walter.  Stage  3fanayer—'M.T.  Albert  Walter.  Chairman — Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard;  Vice-Cliairman — Mr.  L.  Chaplais,  *' Ben  Jonson." 

Tickets,  Is.  each,  may  be  obtained  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society, 
"Ben  Joneon,"  Shoe-lane  ;  and  of  the  following  Gentlemen:  Messrs.  F.  Jones,  "  The  Times  " ;  Q. 
Marshall,  "  The  Times  " ;  H.  Ash,  "  Daily  Mail "  ;  H.  Wesson,  "  Daily  Mail  ' ;  T.  Matthews,  "  Daily 
Telegraph";  S.  G.  M.  Richmond,  "  Daily  Telegraph";  G.  Cooper,  "  Morning  Leader  " ;  J.Harris, 
"  Morning  Leader";  J.  E.  Griffiths,  "  The  Times  " ;  T.  Edwards,  "  Daily  News  " ;  J.  Pushee,  "  Daily 
News";  H.  Bone,  "Dally  Chronicle";  C.  Dixon,  "Financial  Times";  H.  Eastment,  "Financial 
Times";  A.  C.  Oannell,  "Daily  Chronicle";  F.  Oxford,  "Morning  Advertiser";  J.  Mackiulay. 
"Morning  Post";  H.  Barnes,  "Dally  News";  T.  Pedley,  Assistant  See.,  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society ;  or  of  the  Secretary,  Sid  Ransom,  as  above. 

MAPLE  &  CO 


The  "RUSSELL" -SHUTTER-FRONT  WRITING  TABLE 


The  "RUSSSLL"  WRITING  TABLE  in  Oak,  with  panelled 
sides  and  back,  and  having  numerous  fitted  drawers,  pigeon-holes, 
slides,  &c.,  the  whole  automatically  closing  with  one  operation, 
4ft.  2in  JB6    6  O 


Revolving  Chair  to  match   12  6 

"  The  '  Russell'  Table  is  just  the  thing  for  a  busy  and  oft-interrupted 
man." — D.Q.S. 

The  Largest  Selection  of  Furniture 

For  Libraries,  Offices,  Board  and  Committee  Rooms,  Banks, 
and  Consulting  Rooms  in  the  World. 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD  LONDON  &  PARIS 
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If  any  of  our  men  want  a  really  good  out  at  Easter  let 
them  go  to  Clonbur  and  try  to  emulate  Mr.  Gavan,  who, 
on  one  day,  took  291b.  of  trout  with  the  fly,  the  largest 
3|lb. ;  and  on  the  next  day  a  pike  of  291b  ,  and  a  trout  of 
111b.,  with  the  minnow.    Truly  good  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Baldwin  Angling  Society, 
Hulme,  has  recently  been  held,  when  the  balance-sheet 
and  report  were  found  equally  satisfactory,  and  the  follow- 
ing were  elected  to  office :  President,  Mr.  D.  Dixon  ; 
vice-president,  Mr.  R.  Giayson  ;  secretary,  Mr.  D.  Butler; 
assistant  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Woodley  ;  committee,  Messrs. 
H.  Hills,  J.  Shaw,  W.  Hilton,  T.  Baldwin,  and  C. 
Smart.  The  last  match  of  the  South  West  Man- 
chester was  an  enjoyable  event,  but  sport  was  poor, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Leigh,  with  one  fish,  took  both  first 
and  special  prizes,  and,  strange  to  say,  both  were 
timepieces — he  now  knows  the  correct  time.  The 
Pendleton  Angling  Society  held  a  very  successful  concert 
on  the  22nd,  but  too  late  for  any  detailed  notice.  The 
event  was  a  most  enjoyable  one.  The  Welcomb  Angling 
Society,  Hulme,  negotiated  the  second  half  of  their  con- 
cluding item  on  the  17th  with  a  smoker  and  supper  at 
headqnarters  One  member  says  they  bit  freely,  and  had 
the  fish  done  the  same  in  their  last  match  more  fish  would 
have  been  caught.  The  programme  was  contributed  by 
Messrs.  F.  Smith,  T.  Foden,  T.  Ashworth,  and  H.  Hyde. 
The  Moss  Side  Socials  had  a  good  time  at  their  social 
evening,  everyone  enjoying  themselves  thoroughly.  There 
are  a  lot  of  preparations  in  hand  for  the  Easter  holidays. 
Many  of  our  citizen  fishermen  intend  going  to 
Llanymynech,  as  usual,  where  for  years  they  have  spent 
Eastfr.  The  existing  inclement  weather  has  put  a 
damper  on  all  enthusiasm,  and  just  as  tackle  dealers 
were  experiencing  a  revival  in  trade  a  sudden  reaction 
has  taken  place,  and  the  old  dull  times  returned. 
On  Tuesday  las'  the  Manchester  Angling  Association,  at 
their  March  meeting,  had  a  paper  from  Mr.  R.  Burn, 
entitled  "  The  Best  Fly  for  the  Tarn."  Experience 
showed  that  for  the  last  twelve  years  the  March  Brown, 
in  various  sizes  according  to  the  season,  had  proved  by  far 
the  best.  The  Alder  Fly  in  June,  only  when  it  would  be 
in  season,  had  also  been  successful,  but  was  of  little  or  no 
use  in  any  >ther  month.  The  results  for  the  past  twelve 
years  have  been  carefully  sciutinised  before  the  above 
decision  was  given.  Messrs.  C.  H.  Robinson  and  A.  Smith 
have  opened  the  season  as  usual  in  the  old  style  with  good 
baskets,  fifteen  brace  in  all.  At  thij  rate  last  year's  large  total 
may  possibly  be  passed.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  learn  that  Mr. 
.T.  Pendrigh,  president  of  the  CP.  A  A.,  and  manager  of 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers'  Manchester  depot,  is  so  far 
recovered  from  his  serious  illness  as  to  contemplate  a 
return  to  duty  before  Eister.  The  concert  at  Openshaw 
on  the  27th  is  to  receive  the  official  support  of  the 
C.P.A  A. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Odd  salmon  anglers  have  again  patronised  the  weir  head 
at  Holme,  Pierrepont,  but  up  to  the  period  of  writing  no 
fish  had  been  run.  The  weather,  siLce  my  last,  has  baen 
bitterly  cold,  and  snow  must  fall  before  it  becomes  warmer. 
News  is  extremely  scarce,  for,  as  yet,  it  is  premature  to 
speculate  on  the  chances  of  trout  fishing.  There  is  said  to 
be  a  good  head  of  fishing  in  the  Greet,  and  on  parts  of  the 
Dover  Beck,  but  operations  do  not  usuilly  begin  until  the 
first  of  May.  The  Nottingham  Shoulder  of  Mut<on 
Association  held  their  annual  business  meeting  at  head- 
qnarters on  Wednesday  nigh':  (March  15),  when  Mr.  J. 
Truman  presided  over  an  extremely  large  attendance  of 
members,  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner,  the  enterprising  secretary, 
submitted  tie  yearly  report,  from  which  it  transpired  that 
the  associatiou  have  a  balance  in  hand  of  £35  odd.  The 
reports  and  accounta  were  adopted,  and  subs' quently  the 
whole  of  the  old  officers  were  uninimously  re-elected.  The 
banquet  was  fixed  for  last  Thursday  night,  when  it 
was  understood  that  Lord  Henry  Bentnick,  M.P.,  would 
preside.  Mr.  J.  W.  Foster,  honorary  secretary  of  the 
Trent  Anti-Pullution  Society,  has  received  official  intima- 
tions from  his  lordship,  Mr.  Bond,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Yoxall, 
M.P.  (these  are  the  three  local  representatives  in  Parlia- 
nient),_  to  the  effi  c".  that  they  intend  supporting  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  was  held  at  Derby  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  F. 
Hunt,  when  a  voluminous  report  on  the  subject  of  pollu- 
tion and  the  pc  r^ity  of  salmon  in  the  rivers  under  the 
jnriediction  of  the  board  was  read  by  Mr.  0.  K.  EddowtS, 
the  clerk.  The  board  have  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£29  78.  7d.,  and  it  was  stated  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
income  of  the  board  was  derived  from  the  sale  of  trout 
licences.  Next  to  nothing  was  got  from  coarse  fishing. 
After  discussion,  the  report  being  adopted,  it  was  decided 
that  a  quf  stion  raised  a  s  to  the  re-stocking  of  trout  streams 
with  trout  should  stand  over  for  another  twelve  months  on 
account  of  the  finarcial  question  involved.  But  it  was 
decided  to  give  the  consent  of  the  board  to  netting  for 
pike  in  the  Dove  so  as  to  protect  salmon,  parr,  and  trout. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  bitterly  cold  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  put  a 
•top  to  tithing,  ai  d  consequently  there  has  been  no  sport 
to  record  during  the  past  week.  The  last  few  days  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season,  which  terminated  on  March  15,  were 
taken  advantage  of  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  as  the  frosty 
weather  had  pot  the  fish  well  on  the  feed,  the  excellent 
catches  made  compensated  in  a  certain  degree  for  the  lack 
of  sport  met  with  in  the  beginning  and  middle  of  the 
•JMon.  Sotne  splendid  chub  and  pike  were  caught  in  the 
J'Wit'Juring  the  doting  days.  The  prospects  for  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Trent  are  paid  to  be  remarkably  promising, 
large  qnantities  of  heavy  fish  having  been  seen  at  Shardlow 
and  Km;('t  Mills  and  other  places.  Rod  fishing  will  eom- 
mence  shortly.  The  termination  of  the  coarse  fishing 
••••on  in  the  Witham,  the  Glen,  and  the  Bain  was  fairly 


satisfactory,  the  principal  catches  being  composed  of  pike. 
Trout  anglers  are  anxiously  waiting  for  April  1,  when 
sport  commences  in  the  Wye  and  in  the  majority  of  the 
best  waters  in  Derbyshire.  Anglers  who  wish  to  have  a 
little  sport  in  the  Wye  between  Bakewell  and  Rowsley 
during  the  Easter  holidays  should  make  application  for 
tickets  at  once,  as  iLe  number  of  roda  is  strictly  limited. 
In  the  Derwent  the  number  of  rods  is  rot  limited,  and  the 
charge  is  moderate  ;  whilst  excellent  accommodation  can 
be  obtained  at  the  hotels  in  Chatsworth  and  Edensor  by 
those  who  wish  to  fish  the  Derwent  in  that  locality.  In 
the  private  waters  near  Matlrok  Bridge  some  very  nice 
trout  have  been  taken,  whilst  all  the  Derbyshire  streams 
are  said  to  be  well  stocked  with  fish  this  year.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  was  held  on  Tuesday 
at  Derby,  and  the  report  contained  many  instances  of  the 
rivers  and  streams  being  polluted  by  sewage  and  other 
refuse.  The  question  of  encouraging  trout  fishing  by 
re-stocking  the  rivers  was  left  over  on  actount  of  the 
financial  question  involved.  The  board  decided  to  give 
permission  for  the  pike  in  the  Dove  to  be  netted,  in  order 
to  protect  salmon  and  trout. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  old  song,  "  Rivers  low  and  clear,"  had  a  pretty 
general  application  at  the  end  of  last  week,  though  the 
weather  was  fine  for  the  opening  of  the  trout  season.  In 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's  district  this  commenced  on 
the  16th  inst.  On  that  date  the  atmospheric  conditions 
were  delightful,  and  fly  fislincr  was  fairly  successful. 
Rods  out  on  the  17th  also  did  well  on  the  Wharfe  and  the 
Yore.  Trout  fishing  on  some  of  the  club  lengths,  how- 
ever, does  not  begin  until  the  25th,  and  on  others  until  the 
middle  of  April.  The  open  winter  has  been  very  favour- 
able to  trout,  and  the  streams  being  well  stocked,  there 
should  be  fine  sport  later  on.  But  for  some  days  the 
cold  has  been  intense,  and  the  most  doughty  anglers 
have  not  been  anxious  to  face  the  biting  north  winds 
and  the  driving  snow  showers,  with  the  accompaniment  of 
a  cutting  frost.  It  is,  then,  a  time  of  waiting  just  at 
present.  We  have  now  entered  upon  the  close  time  for 
coarse  fish,  which  ends  on  June  15.  The  White  Rose 
Friendly  A  S.  have  just  held  their  annual  dinner  in  York. 
The  club  has  been  in  existence  for  four  or  five  years  only, 
and  yet  the  members  in  each  year  have  held  the  record 
for  the  b(  st  average  catch  in  club  matches.  One  of  the 
speakers  suggested  that  prizes  should  not  be  given  for  the 
smallest  fisb,  it  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  fishing  to 
catch  and  retain  the  small  fry.  The  River  Dove  A  C. 
have  held  their  first  yearly  meeting  at  Kirbymoorside, 
when  a  gratifying  report  on  the  past  season  was  presented. 
Five  hundred  yearling  trout  granted  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  would,  it  was  stated,  shortly  be  turned  into 
the  water.  On  Tuesday,  at  the  Richmond  Police  Court, 
Mr.  Chas.  Spencer,  gunsmith  and  dealer  in  fishing  tackle, 
was  fined  the  full  penalty  of  403.  and  £2  Us.  2d  costs  for 
illegally  dealing  in  and  selling  salmon  roe  for  bait.  It  was 
stated  that  this  practice  had  become  very  common  in  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's  districts.  It  was  not  only 
damaging  to  the  salmon  food,  but  also  very  destructive  as 
a  trout  bait.  Tl.e  defendant  admitted  the  offence,  but 
pleaded  that  it  was  committed  in  ignorance. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.]^ 


AFTER  MAH8EER  IN  INDIA. 
[A  correspondent  sends  us  the  following  interesting 
letter  from  a  friend  describing  mahseer  fishing  in  India. — 
Ed,] 

My  Dear  Sam, — You  have  asked  me  to  do  a  rather 
difficult  thing,  and  in  such  a  case  I  must  do  my  best  and 
act  in  sympathy  with  the  poet's  thought,  ' '  he  that  doth 
his  best,  angels  can  no  n:ore."  You  want  such  a  descrip- 
tion of  Mahseer  fishitig  ii.  India  as  will  enable  you  at  the 
distance  of  12,000  miles  to  i  oalise  the  way  one  enjoys  that 
sport  in  such  a  distant  country.  It  occurs  to  me  that  this 
can  be  most  effectuUly  done  by  taking  you  on  one  of  my 
fishing  expeditions,  giving  you  a  full  description  of  all  its 
varied  details,  involving  the  preparation  for  the  start, 
provision  for  the  j  .urney,  and  how  life  is  spent  in  camp. 

A  fishing  expedition  in  India,  is  a  much  more  serious 
undertaking  than  it  is  at  home.  In  the  former  you  are 
obliged  to  carry  all  your  requirements  with  you,  food  and 
ttnts,  and  numerous  servants,  who  have  all  to  be  provided 
for  as  well  as  yourself.  Yon  have  then  to  estimate  the 
length  of  the  journey,  the  quantities  of  the  supplies,  and 
the  number  of  the  coolies  that  may  be  requisite  for  their 
transport.  No  more  enjojable  life  is  conceivable  than 
camp  life  in  such  a  glorious  climate  as  that  of  the 
Himalayas  in  the  oold  weather,  when  the  climate  is  tho 
finest  in  the  world,  the  fishing  all  free,  and  such  a  thing 
as  poachers  unknown,  for  the  fish  are  held  sacred  by  (he 
natives,  who,  in  point  of  fact,  are  literally  the  water 
bailiifs  or  guardians  of  the  rivers. 

And  now  let  me  cut  short  my  prefatory  remarks,  and 
take  yon  with  me  on  one  of  those  expeditions  which  occupy 
so  snany  a  spot  in  the  fields  of  memory. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1875  we  decide  on  visiting  a 
lovely  river  about  sixty  miles  north  of  Simla,  and  about 
ten  marches  from  our  starting  place.  As  to  scenery,  this 
river  was  most  picturesque,  abounding  in  svlendidly- 
wooded  banks,  many  gorgeous  rapids,  and  well  filled  with 
fish  throughout.  On  the  day  previous  to  our  starting  we 
engage  the  requisite  number  of  coolies  through  the  agency 


of  the  Bazar  Kotwal,  who  is  found  to  supply  us  with  any 
number  of  coolies  required.  These  are  warned  the  night 
before  to  be  ready  for  starting  at  dawn  next  day.  Next 
the  various  Eupplies  for  our  commissariat,  inclu  -ing  rice, 
sugar,  tea,  bacon,  and  tinned  goods  are  all  packed  in  small 
kiltas  (hamjers)  specially  made  for  being  carried  on  the 
coolies'  backs.  These  are  mide  of  bamboos  split,  and  are 
very  light  and  strong.  These  are  sometimes  covered  over 
with  leather,  which,  of  course,  add  to  their  durability  for 
long  journeys.  All  the  provisions  are  carefully  packed 
the  evening  before  our  start.  The  kiltas  alluded  to  very 
much  resemble  in  shape  those  used  by  the  Swiss 
peasants  during  the  vintage.  For  the  supply  of  milk  we 
take  a  small  flock  of  goats,  numbering  ten  or  twelve,  and 
half  a  dozen  sheep  for  that  of  meat.  When  the  latter 
have  been  consumed  we  renew  our  flock  somewhere  on  the 
march  where  more  sheep  are  procurable.  We  do  not 
indulge  in  the  luxury  of  bedsteads,  as  thefe  would  have 
but  a  short  existence  in  a  state  of  entirety,  being  liable  to 
speedy  dislocation  or  broken  legs,  quite  inevitable  from 
the  roughnesses  of  the  journey.  Our  beds  consisted  of 
dried  ferns  placed  on  the  bare  ground,  and  a  waterproof 
sheet  spread  over  them,  affording  a  most  comfortable  bed, 
quite  suitable  for  any  of  the  seven  sleepers. 

Well,  all  is  now  ready,  and  to-morrow  at  dawn  of  day 
we  start  !  The  morning  is  a  lovely  one,  the  sun  rising  in 
Oriental  splecdour  into  a  cloudless  sky,  every  sight  and 
sound  those  of  beauty  and  joy.  The  first  sc  unds  we  hear 
are  the  cooing  of  the  doves,  soon  to  be  followed  by  the 
chattering  of  the  coolies  as  they  arrange  and  settle  what 
loads  they  are  to  carry  respectively. 

The  extreme  loveliness  of  a  summer  morning  in  India  is 
a  thing  that  must  be  seen  to  be  realised.  The  sun  rises 
into  a  cloudless  sky,  the  air  is  c  )ol  and  refreshing,  the 
whole  of  Nature  gradually  wakes  up  and  becomes  vccal 
with  the  sings  of  birds,  the  air  is  perfumed  with  the 
flowering  jasmine  that  grows  in  profusion,  while  the 
rhododendron  trees,  some  .30ft.  and  40ft.  high,  and  pro- 
fusely covered  with  their  scarlet  flowers,  clothe  the 
hillsides. 

As  soon  as  we  have  assigned  to  the  coolies  their 
respective  loads,  we  mount  our  hill  ponies  and  start. 
These  ponies  are  most  delightful  and  valuable  animals — 
small,  but  very  strong  and  docile,  and  as  sure-footed  as 
goats.  They  are  never  shod,  nor  are  the  hoofs  ever  pared 
or  interfered  with  in  any  way,  while  their  power  of 
endurance  is  great. 

We  ride  on  ahead,  leaving  the  coolies  to  follow,  in  charge 
of  a  head  man,  called  a  Ghuprasee.  In  about  an  hour  and 
a  half  they  arrive,  and  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  our 
tents  are  pitched.  All  hands  speedily  collect  wood  for 
the  fires,  which  are  soon  lit ;  the  cook  sets  the  kitchen  in 
order,  and  in  an  incredible  short  time  breakfast  is  ready. 
These  coolies  all  cook  their  own  food,  consisting  invariably 
of  boiled  rice  and  flour  cakes,  cooked  on  a  species  of 
girdle — simple  fare,  to  which  they  do  ample  justice.  At 
night  they  sleep  under  the  trees  or  rooks,  simply  wrapped 
in  a  coarse  kind  of  home-made  blanket,  which  envelops 
them  even  to  covering  their  h(  ads. 

Each  day's  march  involves  a  very  similar  routine,  and  at 
the  end  of  ten  days  we  arrive  at  the  happy  hunting  ground. 
We  find  our  river  in  splendid  order,  running  pletty  of 
water,  beautifully  clear  and  of  a  pale  greenish  colour. 
During  the  time  the  snows  are  melting  the  water  becomes 
a  milky-white  colour,  caused  chiefly  by  the  immense 
quantity  of  sand  mixed  in  it.  At  this  time  the  fish  will 
not  take  any  bait,  owing  to  the  disturbance  caused  by 
the  flood  and  the  low  temperature  of  the  water.  As  soon 
as  the  flood  subsides,  the  water  again  becomes  as  clear  as 
crystal,  and  the  fish  take  freely.  At  the  corclnsion  of  the 
fithing  season  all  the  large  fish  go  up  to  the  higher  reaches 
for  the  spawning.  When  the  process  of  incubation  is 
completed,  and  the  young  fry  take  to  the  shallow  water, 
the  parent  fish  happily  cannot  revisit  the  regions  where 
they  are,  and  thus  the  young  fry  escape  beiu^  devoured  by 
their  parents.  We  selected  a  lovely  spot  for  our  camp, 
on  a  rising  ground  close  to  the  river,  \^here  a  grove  cf 
mango  trees  shade  protected  us  from  the  heat.  We 
arrived  about  10  a.m.,  and  our  first  impulse  was  to  go  to 
the  river  for  our  morning  bath.  My  friend  chose  to 
bathe,  while  I  elected  to  try  my  luck  by  committing  a 
spoon  to  the  lovely  pool  and  rapid  in  which  my  friend  was 
bithing.  After  fishing  it  up  till  quite  close  to  him,  and 
in  less  than  five  minutes  I  hooked  a  lovely  10-pounder. 
He  give  me  grand  sport,  and  finally  landed  him,  to  the 
astonishment  and  delight  of  my  friend,  who  had  hitherto 
laughed  at  my  piscatorial  experiment.  We  then  returned 
to  our  tents,  where  we  breakfasted  and  rested  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  we 
were  provided  with  all  manner  of  splendid  large  salmon 
flies,  which  had  cost  us  a  small  fortune. 

As  the  water  was  in  splendid  order  we  decided  to  try 
the  powers  of  fascination  of  these  flies.  But,  alas  '.  to  our 
horror  and  disappointment,  that  instead  of  proving  the 
great  attraction  we  anticipated  they  scared  the  fish.  We 
distinctly  saw  the  fish  approach  them,  and  then  quickly 
run  away  affrighted  at  them.  We  soon  discovered  that  a 
medium-sized  fly  was  the  best  for  the  smaller  fi:sh  up  to 
about  51b.  to  81b. ;  and  for  any  about  this  weight  the 
artificial  minnow  of  gutta  percha,  about  6in.  long,  and  the 
spoon,  about  Sin.  in  length,  was  the  most  killing  bait. 
1  he  very  large  fish  rarely  rise  to  the  fly. 

On  the  evening  of  our  first  day,  when  the  sun  showed 
signs  of  going  to  bed,  we  made  our  way  to  the  river.  We 
fished  from  6  pm.  till  9  p.m.,  bagging  in  that  space  of 
time  nineteen  fish,  aggregating  1901b8. ,  our  heaviest  fish 
scaling  311b. 

Our  usual  plan  was  to  fish  in  the  mornings  from  5  am. 
till  about  ten  o'clock,  and  n  the  evenings  from  6  pm.  till 
nine  o'c'ock.  We  always  returned  with  as  many  fish  a<  a 
coolie  could  possibly  cirry.  We  supplied  our  men  with 
fish,  the  surplus  we  pickled  in  salt  and  lime-juice,  and 
completed  their  cure  by  hanging  them  in  the  sun  for 
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twelre  hours.  On  our  return  from  our  present  tour  we 
brought  back  200  cured  fish.  From  these  an  excellent 
dieh  18  made  by  shredding  them  finely  and  mixing  potatoes 
and  baking  them  in  the  oven. 

The  time  now  arrives  for  us  to  move  to  fresh  fixing 
ground,  so  we  go  two  miles  higher  up  the  river.  On  our 
way  we  came  across  a  very  cuiious  and  interesting  applica- 
tion of  hydropathy  much  resorted  to  in  many  parts  of  the 
Himalayas. 

At  a  most  picturesque  spot  shaded  over  by  lofty  and 
umbrageous  trees,  where  a  small  stream  trickled  down  the 
mountain  side,  we  met  with  an  old  woman  taking  oare  of 
a.  number  of  mere  infants  of  various  ages,  from  one  to 
three  years  old.  The  children  were  tightly  swathed  with 
cloth  to  flat  boards,  and  these  wtre  placed  at  different 
altitudes  up  the  side  of  the  stream,  each  child  being  so 
placed  that  a  jet  of  water  played  on  their  foreheads 
through  a  leaf  folded  funnel-shape,  so  as  to  form  a  kind 
of  small  spout.  There  these  children  slept  soundly  for  the 
greater  portion  of  the  day.  Such  an  arrangement  allowed 
the  mothers  to  attend  to  their  outdoor  and  domestic 
duties.  This  one  old  woman  acted  as  nurse  for  the  whole 
village,  and  in  the  evening  the  respective  mothers  came 
and  carried  home  the  children.  The  principal  reason  of 
the  adoption  of  so  strange  an  arrangement  and  treatment 
is  founded  on  the  belief  that  it  wards  off  a  fever  to  which 
most  children  are  liable  in  theae  places. 

Very  close  to  our  next  place  of  encampment  we  came  on 
a  very  small  lake  of  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference 
and  surrounded  by  a  dense  pine  forest.  It  was  simply 
swarming  with  mahseer  of  enormous  size  from  401b.  to 
601b.  weight,  but  no  effort  on  our  part  could  induce  them 
to  take  any  bait.  The  natives  of  this  locality  fed  them 
daily  with  Indian  corn,  and  it  was  a  wonderful  tight  to  see 
them  at  the  usual  feeding  hour,  4  p.m  ,  all  crowding 
to  the  particular  place  where  they  were  daily  fed.  The 
weather  continued  fine,  we  bad  excellent  sport  in  the 
river,  bagging  a  considerable  number  of  large  fish. 

At  our  next  encampment  we  saw  a  very  curious  native 
piscatorial  contrivance  for  catching  the  larger  fish.  The 
river  here  flowed  between  two  large  masses  of  rook,  with  a 
wall  of  rock  stretching  across  the  middle,  over  which  the 
water  rushed  with  considerable  violence.  On  each  of  the 
projecting  rocks  at  the  side  men  stood  holding  a  large 
sheet  just  over  the  intermediate  wall.  When  the  fish,  in 
trying  to  jump  over  the  fell,  failed  to  do  so  and  fell  back, 
the  sheet  was  adroitly  lowered  and  the  falling  fish  was 
capture  ^  \  I'e  saw  a  number  of  fish  taken  in  this  way.  In 
these  I -Vers  it  often  happens  that  dead  bodies  are  carrL  d 
down,  and,  after  decomposition,  may  be  seen  l>ing  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pools,  and  the  mahseer  feeding  on  them. 
From  a  long  experience,  I  am  of  opinion  that  in  the  eaily 
morniog  the  fisl*  take  most  freely.  The  large  fish  are 
found  generally  near  the  top  of  the  rapids,  down  which, 
when  hooked,  they  rush  with  great  velocity,  sometimes 
taking  out  at  one  rush  as  much  as  100yds.  During  the 
rush  any  attempt  to  stop  them  is  fatal.  When  the  first 
run  is  over,  gently  wind  up  and  bring  them  towards  you,  ; 
and  you  probably  will  find  the  first  long  and  furious  rush 
is  merely  an  exhaustive  effort,  and  that  an  easy  compliance 
with  your  wishes  speedily  follows. 

In  many  cases  Indian  rivers  are  most  dangerous  from 
the  size  and  number  of  the  boulders  and  the  frightful 
weight  and  rapidity  of  the  water,  rendering  crossing  on 
foot  impossible,  except  at  the  risk  of  being  swept  down 
or  drowned.  And  I  may  here  mention  that  in  such  cases 
you  may  often  make  use  of  your  pony. 

I  remember  on  one  occasion  having  been  tempted  to  try 
crossing  on  foot,  but  when  about  midway  lost  my  footing 
and  was  carried  down,  rod  still  in  hand,  a  considerable 
distance,  but  being  a  gocd  swimmer,  I  kept  my  presence 
of  mind  amidst  the  roaring  torrent,  and  gradually  reached 
the  bank  in  safety  lower  down. 

These  hill  ponies  are  never  shod  or  even  the  hoofs  pared, 
a  fact  to  which  may  be  attributed  their  marvellous  sure- 
footedness. 

No  doubt  you  will  be  w.  ndering  how  food  is  provided 
for  such  a  re(;imeut  of  men  as  we  had  with  us,  especially  in 
a.  country  where  the  villages  are  so  small,  and  so  far  apart 
that  you  may  travel  for  twenty  miles,  even  more,  without 
seeing  a  human  habitation.  But  the  custom  of  the  country 
meets  this  apparently  uneurmountable  ditBcalty.  The 
headman  of  the  village  on  the  arrival  of  our  camp  waits  on 
VLB,  and  gets  the  number  of  ttie  coolies.  He  then  levies 
contributions  from  each  household  of  as  much  rice  or  flour 
or  butter  as  may  be  required.  Having  done  this,  the 
whole  of  the  provisions  is  brought  to  the  camp,  where  it  is 
duly  distributed,  each  man's  due  portion  being  weighed 
out.  These  coolies  are  for  the  most  part  excellent  and 
most  willing  servants,  and  I  can  only  remember  one 
occasion  when  malingering  broke  out,  and  we  found 
them  dropping  out  and  lying  down  on  the  march  on  tte 
pretence  of  illness.  In  cases  of  illness  in  the  jungle  we 
have  generally  immediate  recourse  to  quinine  or  brandy, 
the  latter  medicine  being  by  far  the  most  p-vpular  with 
these  men.  On  one  occasion  in  our  early  morning 
march  we  came  upon  two  coolies  who  had  lain  down 
besides  their  loads,  complaining  of  severe  pains  in  the 
fctomach,  which  they  attributed  to  the  fxtreme  cold  of  the 
morning.  We  at  once  administered  a  suitable  dose  of 
brandy,  which  speedily  enabled  them  to  proceed  on  the 
march.  Next  day,  to  our  disgust,  we  found  three  men 
complaining  of  the  same  kind  of  pains  as  our  patients  of 
the  day  before,  and  which  we  hid  so  pleasantly  and 
effectually  cured.  Hut  it  at  once  occurred  to  us  that  these 
were  malingerers  pure  and  eimple,  and,  accordingly, 
thought  it  best  to  adopt  (juite  a  different  treatment.  On  our 
morning  march  we  always  carried  our  guns  with  us,  in 
case  of  our  meeting  with  any  game,  and  the  happy  thought 
occurred  to  us  that  gunpowder  in  a  certain  form  might 
prove  an  effectual  cure.  Wo  soon  prepared  (with  some 
moiitened  gnnpowder)  what  we,  as  boys,  called  a  devil,  in 
the  shape  or  a  smalloon*.  We  then  persuaded  patient  No.  1 


to  lie  down  on  the  broad  of  his  back,  telling  him  that  in  the 
first  instance  his  stomach  must  be  well  rubbed.  We  then 
so  placed  ourselves  as  to  prevent  bim  seeirg  our  prepara- 
tions for  his  cure.  As  soon  as  the  little  devil  was 
ready,  we  adroitly  placed  it  on  the  centre  of  his 
stomach,  and  immediately  set  fire  to  it.  On  its 
explohion  the  terrified  patient  jumped  frantically  up, 
and  implored  a  discontinuance  of  our  operation.  It  is 
almost  needless  to  add,  the  others  preferred  to  bear 
their  pains  to  adopting  the  gunpow  der  cure  !  After  this 
we  had  no  more  cases  of  malingering.  Asa  cure  we  gave 
gunpowder  the  palm,  being  cheaper  and  more  rapid  in  its 
operation  than  brandy  !  Our  patient  on  this  occasion  was 
only  slightly  scorched,  and  took  our  practical  joke  most 
good  humouredly. 

And  now  what  more  shall  I  say  ?  All  nice  things  come 
to  an  end  too  soon,  and  so  with  this  expedition  on  which 
you  have  accompanied  me.  As  I  look  back  upon  it  my 
tpiiit  whispers  the  wish,  "  Long  may  my  heart  be  with 
such  memories  filled."  If  there  is  anjthing  else  you  wish 
to  know  about  camp  life  in  India,  you  have  only  to  write 
and  indent  on  the  humble  store  of  the  experietc>i  of — 
Your  old  friend,    Fly. 

PROPOSED  BIRMINGHAM  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 

Dear  Sir, — Although  the  idea  of  a  Birmingham  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  has  been  suggested  on  several  previous 
occasions,  yet  it  is  believed  that  up  to  the  present  no 
active  steps  have  been  taken  to  put  the  matter  into 
definite  shape. 

An  opportunity  has,  however,  now  presented  itself  of 
obtaining  the  fishing  rights  on  a  stretch  of  the  Stafford- 
shire Blythe  (both  banks),  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
in  extent,  at  the  village  of  Hamttall  Ridware,  near 
Armitage,  and  as  this  water  is  eminently  adapted  for 
fly  fishing  purposes,  and  well  suited  fiT  stocking  with 
trout,  it  is  thought  that  a  fly  fishing  club  on  a  modest 
scale  might  be  formed  to  take  over  the  fishery,  and  stock 
it  for  immediate  use 

The  water  is  situated  about  two  miles  from  Armitage 
Station  (L.  &  N.  W.)  from  which  convejances  are  obtain- 
able, and  at  present  contains  a  few  trout  and  a  large 
number  of  grayling.  Dace  and  chub  alfo  provide  good 
sport  for  the  fly  in  the  summer  months. 

The  present  scheme  is  that  the  club  should  have  a 
limited  number  of  members  (say  thirty  or  forty), 
with  a  moderate  subscription  for  the  first  year,  and 
that  the  water  should  be  stocked  at  once  with  a  few 
hundred  two-year-old  trout  so  as  to  ensure  good  sport 
being  available  at  an  early  date.  It  is  also  proposed  to 
cultivate  the  social  side  of  the  sport  by  the  holding  of 
monthly  meetings  for  the  discussion  of  matters  of 
intert St  to  fly  fishers,  &c. 

Intending  members  should  make  early  application. 

A  meeting  for  the  organisation  of  the  society  will  be 
convened  at  an  early  date  ;  meanwhile,  any  further  infor- 
mation can  be  obtained  from — Yours  tincereiy, 

Arthur  T.  Sadler 
(Hon.  Secretary,  pro.  tern.) 

Water  Orton,  Near  Birmingham,  March  14,  1899. 


SEA  TROUT  IN  THE  SEVERN  AND  VYRNWY. 

Dear  Sir, — It  has  been  stated  on  very  good  authority 
that  sea  trout  were,  some  jeirs  ago,  not  uncommon  in  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  and,  as  the  matter  is  interesting  to 
anglers  in  Shropshire  and  Montgomery,  some  corre- 
spondence which  has  taken  place  is,  I  think,  well  worthy 
of  publication. 

■The  gentleman  who  first  raised  the  question  is  the  Rev. 
J.  B.  Meredith,  of  Kinnerley  Vicarage,  near  Oswestry, 
and  he  asserts  very  definitely  that  sea  trout  were  at  one 
time  caught  by  angling  in  the  River  Vyrnwy.  He  is  an 
observant  naturalist  and  a  good  angler,  and  his  testimony 
in  the  matter  is  so  clear  as  to  be  practically  incontro- 
vertible. He  was  in  the  habit  of  rxchanging  notes  on 
natural  history  with  the  late  Mr.  Beokwith,  a  naturalist 
of  high  repute,  and,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  this  gentleman, 
Mr.  Meredith  wrote  as  under  : 

"  I  am  much  interested  just  now  in  a  natural  history 
question  rather  out  of  your  lin  For  the  last  few  years  I 
have  now  and  then  caught  1:  U  in  the  Vyrnwy,  which  I 
strongly  suspected  to  be  sfii  trout.  I  had  been  pooh- 
poohed  by  local  fishermen,  but  on  Wednesday  last  I  had 
an  old  ciillege  friend  with  me  who  has  been  regularly 
fithing  for  sea  trout  for  years  past  in  Scotland,  Ireland, 
and  Lancashire,  and  who  has  caught  lots  of  them.  I 
caught  a  very  pretty  thick  fish,  and  as  soon  as  he  set  eyes 
on  it  he  exclaimed  '  Why,  that's  a  sea  trout.'  We  caught 
several  bro«n  trout  the  samodiv  and  the  difference  was 
most  marked  in  shape  and  spot"" 

A  subsequent  letter  from  Mr.  Meredith  to  Mr.  Beck- 
with  contained  the  following  : 

"  Vyrnwy  Fish. — I  can  give  you  a  tolerable  list,  having 
sampled  them  pretty  freely  myself— salmon,  sea  trout, 
trout,  grayling,  chub,  roach,  bream,  dace,  bleak,  pike, 
perch,  ruff,  gudgeon, roach,  minnows,  bullheads, and stickle- 
1  pcks.  1  have  caught  all  these.  Sea  trout  I  have  taken 
ui  doubtedly  several  times  1  thought  so  for  some 
(•me,  and  poor  Henry  Shaw  laughed  me  to  scorn; 
bu^  one  day  I  had  a  friend  with  me — one  Harry 
Potts,  the  owner  of  the  Glaurafon  estate,  near  Mold, 
who  has  caught  hundreds  of  sea  trout  in  Irelind, 
and  in  Lancashire.  I  have  not  said  a  word  to  him  about 
the  existence  of  sea  trout  in  the  Vyrnwy  ;  bat  I  was 
having  a  controversy  with  a  very  lively  fish  of  about  lib., 
and  he  came  and  landed  him  for  me.  Directly  he  got  him 
into  the  net  ho  exclaimed,  '  Why,  it's  a  sea  trout.'  And  a 
further  examination  confirmed  his  first  impression.  So  I 
take  that  as  proof  positive." 

On  .Ian.  12  in  the  present  year  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Meredith 
wrote  to  Mr.  H.  E.  Forrest,  of  Shrewsbury  (who  is  now 
publishing  a  work  on  the  "  Fauna  of  Shropshire,"  and 


including  fishes  therein),  a  letter  in  which  he  refers  to  s' 
trout  as  below : 

"  I  cannot  give  the  year ;  the  particular  one  I  mentiooed 
was  not  the  first  nor  the  last  which  I  took  in  the  Vyrnwy,  || 
I  have  not,  however,  seen  one  for  some  years,  certdwy  ' 
not  since  the  formation  of  Lake  Vyrnwy.    Those  I  took 
occurred  in  the  days  before  they  began  to  stock  the  Sevem  \ 
at  Shrewsbury.    I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  fact  that  thev 
were  sea  trout.    My  friend  Mr.  Potts,  who  identified  one 
was  a  very  keen  fisherman,  who  had  years  of  expeiience  iii 
Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales,  and  Lancashire,  and  sea  trout 
fishing  was  quite  his  favourite  sport.    I  remember  at  the 
same  time  I  came  across  a  Scotchman,  a  rare  good  axgler  I 
who  told  me  that  he  had  taken  one  or  more  heavy  aea  i 
trout  just  above  Shrewsbury.    Moreover,  since  those  daya  f 
I  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  sea  trout  at  Griccietn, 
and  in  some  of  the  rivers  of  Carnarvon,  and  they  were  of 
the  sa-ne  type  as  the  Verniew  fish,  only  a  trifle  brighter, 
owing,  I  imagine,  to  the  proximity  to  the  sea.    .   ,  .  i 

"  I  have  an  idea  about  the  sea  trout  atd  Lake  Vyrnwy,  1] 
Since  its  construction  we  have  never  had  floods  eqnal  fn 
magnitude  or  duration  to  those  of  the  old  days  until  tkn  I 
winter.    Now,  will  the  aea  trout  re-appear  ?  " 

In  a  later  communication  to  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Meredit' 
writes  : 

.  "  My  theory  rests  upon  Mr.  Potts's  identification  aM  a 
sea  trout  of  one  of  the  fish  which  I  took,  which  certunly  j 
differed  from  the  ordinary  trout. 

"  Another  fact  is  worth  noting — I  always  got  these  fith 
out  in  the  stream.  The  regular  Vyrnwy  trout  almoet 
always  lie  close  under  the  banks  ;  at  least,  those  of  any 
size.  My  sea  trout  always  fought  very  hard,  and  ran  from 
lib  to  IJlb.  in  weight." 

If  you,  Mr.  Editor,  or  any  of  your  readers,  can  furnish 
information  upon  the  subject,  it  will  be  appreciated.— 
Yours,  &c.,    Hafeen. 

RIVER  AND  LOCK-KEEPERS'  DINNER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  and  formally  acknowledged 
the  following  subscriptions,  since  your  last  issue ; 

From  Angling  Societies. 
St.  Pancras,  Great  Northern  Brothers,  Cobden,  Pisca- 
torial, HoUoway,  Jubilee,  Earlsfield,  Amicable  Waltonians,  , 
Cosy,  Silver  Trout,  Olde  Clapham  Rovers,  Westbounie 
Park,  Chiswick,  Wenlock,  Anglers'  Association,  Ormonde, 
Globe,  and  Alma. 

From  Subscribers  and  Friends.  ■ 
F.  G.  Clark,  W.  Back,  A.  Collis-Browne,  L.  Macdonald, ' 
Mrs  E  Saddler,  G.  Tagg,  and  W.  S.  Harding.— Youn  I 
faithfully,    H.  W.  HlQGINS.  ' 

THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  state  that  I 
have    received  lOs.  from   Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  as  a 
donation  towards  the  T.R.A.    I  have  also  received  from 
Mr.  Chailfs  Dejcirge,  at  Malta,  28.  6d.,  and  le.  from  Mr.  | 
Stuart,  of  Chancery-lane.    Mr.  Zithnsdorf  has  informed  1 
me  that  he  will  subscribe  10s.  annually.    The  money  hae 
been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Hankins,  hon.  sec.  of  the  T.R.A., 
who  will  send  receipts. — Yours  truly, 

  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


WHEN  AND  HOW  TO  USE  GENTLES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Fosedyke  "  in  the  Fithv 
Gazette  of  March  18,  who  says  gentles  are  not  to  he  hau 
freshly  bred,  if  he  sends  me  his  address  I  will  send  him 
some  which  will  convinco  him  he  is  wrong  in  his  state- 
ments. I  have  bred  them  for  years  artificially.  _  I  found 
out  a  way  last  year  how  to  preserve  from  hatching  until 
required  the  ova  of  the  blue-bottle  fly,  which  is  the  best 
way,  as  most  can  be  bred  when  most  will  be  required  by 
this  process. — Yours  faithfully, 

Frank  Fishbubn,  Entomologist. 

Silsden,  near  Keighley. 


YOU  NEED  NOT  GO  HOME  WITHOUT 
CATCHING  ANY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  like  to  know  if  it  is  usual,  on  biiiog 
a  punt,  to  be  told  there  is  something  in  the  well,_B0 
you  need  not  go  away  with  an  empty  bag  ?  Fishing 
recently,  for  the  first  time,  we  (a  fellow  member,  myself, 
and  wife)  had  a  punt  at  Twickenham,  and  while  being 
punted  to  the  swim  I  had  selected,  that  is  what  onr  punts- 
man  said.  I  brought  the  fish  to  my  club  to  tubstantiate 
my  statements  as  to  this,  in  my  bumble  opinion,  grossly 

illegal  proceeding.    The  punt  was  hired  of  . 

Johnny  Edwards 
(Member  of  the  Dibdin  A.S  , 
66,  Camden-street,  N.W.). 


TRAILING  AT  PULBOROUGH. 
Dear  Sir, — As  you  will  probably  publish  the  fact  that 
a  good  jack  was  captured  in  the  Arnn,  at  Pulborough,  on  I  j 
March  12,  it  may  interest  you  to  know  that  one  wa<  '  ■ 
caught  by  some  persons  (?  anglers)  trailing  spoon  baits 
from  a  boat.    The  fith  weighed  about  101b.    The  trailing 
business  is  practised  a  good  deal  at  Pulborough,  and  not 
much  by  locals,  and  I  think  if  seme  angling  clnbs  wish  to  i 
keep  their  reputation  up  for  fair  fishing,  a  weeding  out  of  I 
a  few  members  might  have  a  good  effect,  both  for  the 
clubs  and  sport. — Yours  obediently,        T.  Williams. 


Death  of  Mr.  George  Mason.— The  veteran  host  of 
the  Wherry  Hotel,  Oulton  Bread,  has  passed  away,  in  tfi 
79th  year,  and  was  well  known  and  respected  by  many  of 
the  Thames  anglers  and  rowing  men.  He  has  been  the 
proprietor  of  that  famous  hostelry  for  over  a  quarter  of  » 
century,''which  is  now  pulled  down,  and  a  more  palaBW 
structure  being  erected  in  its  place. 


'     ....     •■  'tMkWjA 
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WITH  WHICH  18  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLTJB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  1st,  1899. 

DEATH  OF   DR.   JOHN  BRUNTON, 
M.D.,  M.A. 


It  is  with  great  regret  that  we  announce  the 
death  of  that  well-known  veteran  angler  Dr.  John 
BrantoD}  which  took  place  after  only  a  few  hours' 
illness  last  Saturday  evening  (March  2o).  The 
genial  Doctor  had  been  out  visiting  his  patients 
up  to  the  day  l>efore  his  death  ;  and  we  are  sure 
that  all  who  knew  him  will  join  us  in  expressing 
to  his  widow  and  his  family  our  sincerest  sym- 
pathy with  them  in  this  great  and  sudden  loss. 
We  hope  to  give  a  portrait  and  some  account  of 
our  late  friend  next  week.  It  was  only  very 
recently  that  he  called  at  our  office  to  have  a  chat, 
and  he  was  then  looking  as  well  as  we  have  seen 
him  for  a  long  time.  Dr.  Brunton  was  an  original 
member,  and  for  years  a  member  of  the  committee, 
of  the  Fly-fishers'  Club ;  he  was  also  one  of  tha 
oldest  living  members  of  the  Piscatorial  and 
Gresham  Angling  Societies.  He  was  an  accom- 
plished all-round  angler,  and  one  of  the  first 
contributors  to  the  FiKhiruf  Gazette.  He  has  not 
long  survived  his  old  friend  Dr.  Ramskill,  whose 
obituary  notice  he  wrote  for  our  columns.  It  is 
sad  to  think  we  shall  none  of  us  hear  his  cheery 
"  Hnlloa !  how  are  you,  my  l)oy  ? "  or  see  his 
pleasant  face  again. 


THE  WM.  BLACK  MEMORIAL. 


We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
William  Black  memorial  is  now  taking  a  definite 
form.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee 
various  suggestions  were  made  and  discussed  as 
to  the  form  of  the  memorial.  The  one  most 
generally  approved  was  the  Lifeboat,  and  it  was 
decided  to  aim  at  raising  the  sum  of  £2000  neces- 
sary to  endow  one.  Other  suggestions  were,  a  cot 
in  a  Highland  hospital;  a  fisherman's  or  shep- 
herd's shelter  near  Oban ;  a  bursary  at  a  Scotch 
university.  Let  us  hope  that  many  of  our  friends 
who  are  admirers  of  Mr.  Black's  delightful  works, 
will  be  glad  to  subscribe  towards  the  provision  of 
such  a  memorial  as  the  committee  may  finally 
decide  on  adopting.  Lord  Archibald  Campbell  is 
hon.  treasurer,  and  Miss  A.  L.  Stronach,  118, 
Warwick-street,  Eccleston-square,  London,  S.W., 
is  hon.  secretary.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that 
subscriptions  are  coming  in  freely. 


A  SEA  TROUT  PROBLEM. 


"  In  the  multitude  of  counsellors  thei'e  is 
wisdom,"  saith  the  proverb,  but  we  think  Sheriff 
Burnett,  of  the  Aberdeen  bench,  who  presided 
over  an  important  angling  prosecution  last  week, 
will,  from  his  past  experience,  be  inclined  to 
favour  the  rendering  of  the  wise  saw  otherwise, 
and  fall  in  with  the  view  that  in  the  multitude  of 
anglers'  opinions  "  there  is  muddle."  The  learned 
judge  was  called  upon,  after  a  judicial  manner,  to 
say  what  a  sea  trout  was,  and  he  practically  did 
so  by  saying  what  it  was  not.  To  help  him  to 
this  open  opinion  he  had  the  aid  of  a  round  score 
of  practical  fishermen  and  anglers,  who  were  called 
upon  seriatim  to  put  their  views  before  him  from 
the  witness  box  in  a  case  which  arose  after  the 
following  manner,  and  which,  as  it  now  stands,  is 
of  more  than  local  interest,  in  addition  to  being 
generally  highly  instructive  as  well : 

Mr.  Robert  Archibald,  an  angler  of  undoubted 
standing,  was  brought  into  the  Sheriff  Court  at 
Aberdeen  on  Thursday  last  charged  with  catching 
sea  trout  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Dee.  There 
was  no  charge  of  poaching,  and  the  &ow(6  /7c?es  of 
Mr.  Archibald  as  an  angler  were  fully  safeguarded 
by  the  prosecution,  which  was  at  the  instance  of 
the  Dee  Fishery  Board.  The  case  was  regarded 
by  both  sides  as  a  test  one,  and  the  defence  was 
that  the  fish  in  question  were  finnock — or  whit- 
ling,  as  they  are  termed  in  England,  and  as  they 
are  also  legally  known  in  Scotland,  although 
popularly  termed  finnock  in  the  north  generally, 
and  particularly  so  in  the  Aberdeen  district — and 
not  sea  trout. 

For  some  years  back  there  has  been  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors 
and  lessees  in  the  north  to  claim  the 
finnock  or  whitling  as  their  property;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  has  been,  if  not  so  sti-ong, 
yet  as  persistent  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  tidal 
anglers  to  resist  the  claim.  The  law  is  certainly 
on  the  side  of  conserving  all  proprietary  rights  ; 
but  "  use  and  wont "  instigates  the  tidal  angler  to 
set  up  a  certain  claim,  however  shadowy,  to  the 
finnock  swimming  in  the  tidal  waters.  It  is  only 
in  recent  years  that  any  claim  has  been  put  forth 
by  proprietors,  and  is  no  doubt  the  outcome  of  the 
growth  of  angling,  and  a  sign  of  its  increasing 
popularity  north  of  the  T  weed .  At  one  time  finnock 
and  finnock  waters  were  not  worth  considering,  and 
that  not  very  long  ago  either.  They  were  in  the 
same  category  as  the  brown  or  yellow  trout  in 
the  paying  sportsman's  eye,  and  were  not  of 
any  consequence  as  far  as  the  rent  roll  was 
concerned. 

This  indifference  to  the  value  of  brown  trout 
and  finnock  waters  in  the  past  has  led,  not  only 
strangers,  but  folks  at  home  as  well,  to  regard 
these  waters  as  free  to  all,  and  as  such  they  have 
been  angled  on  from  time  immemorial.  Of  course 
the  idea,  is  quite  erroneous ;  but  "  use  and  wont  " 
has  made  it  very  hard  for  proprietors,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  assert  their  just  rights,  and  the  angling 
public  on  the  other  to  part  with  their  supposed 
ones.  Hence  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find 
trout  fishers  wandering  all  over  the  country 
enjoying  the  sport  of  making  record  baskets 
when  they  can,  in  the  quite  innocent  belief  that  as 
long  as  they  stick  to  brown  trout  they  are  all 
right.  Of  course  there  are  others  who  know 
better,  and  even  on  a  mountain  bum  would  no 


more  think  of  trespassing  without  leave  than  of 
entering  the  royal  preserves  at  Balmoral  them- 
selves. 

On  tidal  waters  again,  and  especially  near  towns 
and  burghs  where  the  foreshores  are  town's  pro- 
perty, the "  use  and  won't "  claim  comes  more 
into  prominence.  When  there  is  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor to  insist  on  his  right  of  property  in  the 
fishings — whether  salmon,  grilse,  brown,  or  sea 
trout,  finnock,  or  whitling,  as  the  case  may  be — 
the  matter  is  simplicity  itself.  Either  the  offend- 
ing party  can  then  be  prosecuted  for  poaching  or 
for  trespass.  If  it  is  "  fish  of  the  salmon  kind  " 
he  has  been  angling  for  and  taken,  then  it  is  a 
case  of  poaching ;  and  if,  again,  he  is  angling  for 
brown  trout  or  finnock,  then  it  is  a  case  of  tres- 
passing on  proprietary  rights,  and  he  can  be 
interdicted  from  such  interference.  This  was  the 
outcome  of  the  famous  Spey  trouting  case,  which 
established  without  doubt  a  proprietary  right, 
which  has  not  been  disputed  since.  When  the 
foreshores  belong  to  corporations  or  burghs,  or 
are  otherwise  Crown  lands,  there  is  no  restriction 
on  the  angler  so  long  as  he  confines  himself  to 
brown  or  yellow  trout.  The  salmon  fishings  on 
such  parts  may  be  let  at  high  rentals,  and  may  be 
under  a  different  proprietorship  even  from  the 
lands  adjoining,  and  yet  the  brown  trout  angler 
can  go  on  his  way  rejoicing,  for  there  is  no  one 
he  oan  possibly  trespass  against.  But  the  pity  is 
that  such  places  are  scarcely  worth  his  time  and 
attention,  for  there  the  brown  or  yellow  trout 
love  not  to  dwell,  or,  if  they  do,  they  are  pretty 
well  accounted  for,  and  soon  kept  pretty  well 
within  bounds.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fiimock 
or  whitling  affect  these  quarters,  especially  in  the 
spring  and  autumn,  and  fatten  in  their  prolific 
currents. 

For  some  time  back,  owing  to  the  growing 
popularity  of  angling,  as  we  have  hinted,  and  the 
demand  for  sporting  quarters,  salmon  fishing 
lessees  have  been  gradually  asserting  their  claims 
and  disputing  those  of  the  tidal  or  free  (?)  angler 
to  the  finnock  or  whitling.  "  He  may  kill  brown 
trout  as  he  likes,"  they  say,  "  but  finnock  or 
whitling  are  '  fish  of  the  salmon  kind,'  and  are 
our  property  as  much  as  salmon,  grilse,  or  sea 
trout  undoubtedly  ai-e."  In  short,  if  finnock  or 
whitling  are  the  young  of  sea  trout,  then  the 
salmon  lessee  has  a  claim  upon  them.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  are  not,  then  they  are  as  free  to 
the  tidal  angler  as  the  brown  trout  are ;  but  there's 
the  lub. 

The  agent  for  the  proseciition  said,  "If  I  had 
been  charged  with  killing  four  whitling  or  finnock 
I  would  have  pleaded  guilty  at  once,"  but  he  was 
charged  with  killing  four  sea  trout,  and  it  was 
round-this  point  that  the  evidence  was  led.  It 
fell  to  the  witnesses  for  the  fishery  board  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Archibald's  four  white  trout  were  sea 
trout.  It  was  not  disputed,  as  a  settled  point  in 
law,  that  an  angler  was  not  entitled  to  catch  a 
finnock  if  it  was  a  sea  trout.  But  said  the  defence, 
"Prove  it."  It  was  here  the  muddle  of  the 
multitude  came  in,  and  probably  gave  the  cute 
and  learned  judge  the  chance  he  seized  of  deciding 
the  case,  not  on  its  merits,  but  by  a  sort  of  legal 
quibble,  if  we  may  be  pardoned  for  using  the 
expression.  The  sheriff  himself  will,  we  are 
certain,  heartily  agree  with  us,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  when  a  similar  charge  is  preferred  in  future 
the  sheet  may  show  that  the  fishery  board  is  not 
afraid  to  use  the  word  whitling  or  finnock,  and 
then  a  more  authoritative  finding  may  be  had. 

It  is  of  little  moment  to  enter  upon  all  the 
details  of  this  most  interesting  case — the  most 
important,  in  many  respects,  since  the  Speyside 
exciseman's  prosecution,  which  was  ultimately 
decided  in  the  Court  of  Session.  There  were 
some  brilliant  examples  of  the  "  experienced 
fisherman"  of  from  twenty  to  forty  years 
standing  who  had  theories  of  their  own,  not  only 
on  finnock  and  sea  trout,  but  on  salmon  and  "fish 
of  the  salmon  kind "  generally.  They  had  a 
chance  to  air  them,  and  they  did  not  hesitate  to 
do  so.  Probably  they  had  a  distant  feeling  that 
it  was  the  last  and  only  opportunity  of  illumi- 
nating the  world  (interested  in  Salmo  salar) 
generally,  and  the  dark  intellects  of  scientists  (in 
this  particular  line)  in  particular,  as  to  their  con- 
victions that  "  grilse  and  salmon  were  different 
fish  "  ;  that  "  a  finnock  or  whitling  were  never  more 
than  a  year  old,"  and  so  on.  Nor  were  the  regi- 
ment of  anglers  (tidal)  less  dogmatic  in  their 
beliefs,  although  their  theories  were  mostly  con- 
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fined  to  the  matter  under  dispute  and  of  a  purely 
negative  order. 

The  sheriff  was  not  without  a  flash  of  humour 
in  his  decision  when  he  remarked  that  he  was  not 
called  upon  to  determine  the  "  origin  of  species," 
and  then  to  pass  judgment  after  the  following 
manner :  "  This  complaint  against  you  must  be 
read  that  you  did,  contrary  to  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, take  four  sea  trout  on  a  certain  day  from  a 
certain  river,  and  I  hold  that  it  has  not  been 
proved  that  you  did  that.  ...  It  is  not 
whitlings  that  you  are  accused  of  having  taken, 
and  the  prosecutor  attempts  to  bring  the  circum- 
stances within  his  complaint  by  trying  to  show  to 
me  that  whitlings  are  sea  trout.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  express  an  opinion  upon  that,  but  I  think 
all  the  prosecutor  has  proved  here  is  that 
whitlings,  whether  they  ever  become  sea  trout  or 
not,  are  not,  at  the  time  they  are  whitlings,  sea 
trout,  although  they  may  be  '  fish  of  the  salmon 
kind  '  ?  Therefore,  I  find  this  charge  not  proven, 
and  I  dismiss  you  from  the  bar." 

We  have  given  the  decision  in  f uU  as  it  is  very 
instructive.  "  Fish  of  the  salmon  kind  "  will  not 
do  in  an  angling  pi'osecution  of  this  kind.  They 
must  be  specified,  and  surely,  in  these  days  of 
scientific  research,  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in 
efctablishing  the  "  legal "  connection  between  a 
whitling  and  a  sea  trout.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  migratory  trout  (tidal  at  least)  which 
offer  some  colour  of  doubt  as  to  their  distinct  class. 
They  are  mostly  hybrids,  and  the  outcome  of  arti- 
ficial propagation — over  which  it  is  right  to  pause, 
for  they  all  go  under  the  name  of  "  finnock,"  when 
found  in  the  tidal  waters,  silvered,  after  the  sea 
trout  order,  but  which  may  not  be  sea  trout.  As 
artificial  propagation  by  importing  trout  ova  from 
hatcheries  is  more  and  more  on  the  increase,  and 
likely  to  become  more  so  in  the  near  future,  this 
doubt  has  all  the  more  weight.  But  when  a  test 
case  is  brought  into  the  court  by  the  tacit  consent 
of  both  sides,  it  is  a  great  pity  that  a  legal 
quibble  should  be  even  permitted  to  come  in  and 
shelve  it,  for  we  look  upon  it  as  absurd  to  find  a 
case  of  "  cattle  lifting  "  not  proven,  because  they 
happened  to  be  calves,  as  to  find  Archibald's  case 
not  proven  when  he  had  four  whitling  instead  of 
four  sea  trout.  G.  M. 


SPECIMENS  OF  FLIES  SEEN  BY 
ANGLERS  WANTED. 


Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  -  lane, 
London,  will  be  much  obliged  to  anglers  who  will 
be  kind  enough  to  send  to  him  specimens  of  flies 
which  they  meet  with  on  rivers  and  lakes  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  with  the  following  particulars  : 

(1)  Name  of  water,  locality,  and  date  of  capture. 

(2)  Local  name  of  fly  if  it  has  any. 

(3)  Name  and  address  of  sender. 


THE  LAKES  OF  KILLARNET. 


Among  the  thousands  of  people  who  visit 
Killarney  every  year  many  angle  and  a  con- 
siderable number  are  anglers.  We  make  this 
distinction  advisedly,  for  hardly  a  pleasure  boat 
traverses  the  lakes  but  flies,  from  a  rod  of  some 
sort,  trail  in  its  wake,  and  hardly  a  fly  is  trailed 
without  at  some  time  or  other  hooking  a  fish. 
There  are  not  many,  probably,  who  visit  these 
far-famed  lakes  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fishing. 
The  scenery  is  the  first,  the  angling  but  the 
second  consideration.  Indeed,  most  brethren  of 
the  rod  prefer  to  seek  more  secluded  spots,  where 
they  meet  none  but  kindred  spirits  upon  the 
water.  Killarney  is  certainly  too  touristed  to 
make  ideal  angling  quarters.  The  hotels  are 
hotels,  not  fishing  inns,  and  are  consequently 
expensive ;  still,  there  are  people  to  whom  comfort 
goes  for  something;  and,  moreover,  many  men 
who  are  blessed — shall  we  say  ? — with  a  wife  and 
family  find  it  a  delightful  place  in  which  to  spend 
the  summer  holidays;  for  while,  to  amuse  the 
ladies,  tennis,  golf,  boating,  and  society  are 
available,  they  may  still  en.ioy  capital  fun  with 
their  beloved  trout  literally  at  their  very  doors. 

The  formation  of  the  Killarney  Fishing  De- 
velopment Association  should  mark  the  beginning 
of  a  new  angling  era  in  this  district.  Energetic 
measures  are  being  taken  to  cope  with  poaching 
in  all  its  branches.    The  Irish  TimeH  states  that 


night  lining  has  already  been  suppressed,  a  state- 
ment we  ax-e  inclined  to  think  a  little  premature, 
and  we  believe  that  the  association  has  not  so  far 
succeeded  in  obtaining  the  abolition  of  cross- 
lines.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  laudable 
efforts  will  be  supported.  What  these  lakes 
suffer  from  is  over-fishing,  and  the  damage  done 
to  sport  by  cross-lining  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated. But  the  association  does  not  confine 
itself  to  the  prevention  of  poaching.  Daring  the 
last  few  years  a  large  number  of  Loch  Leven 
trout  have  been  turned  in,  and  the  lakes  are  now 
to  be  stocked  on  an  extensive  scale  with  rainbow 
trout.  It  is  thought  that  as  the  tempei-ature  of 
the  water  is  singularly  uniform,  these  fish  should 
thrive  and  multiply.  The  experiment  will  be 
watched  with  keen  interest  by  pisciculturists. 

The  prospects  of  the  salmon  fishing  this  year 
are  exceedingly  good,  owing  to  all  the  heavy 
floods  which  we  have  had.  A  good  head  of  fish 
are  already  reported,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
hope  for  better  sport  than  that  recorded  for  some 
years  past.  The  favourite  flies  for  salmon  are  the 
Fiery  Brown,  Golden  Olive,  Jay's  Blue,  Thunder- 
and- Lightning,  Blue  and  Black  Doctors,  sizes  No. 
IrV,  1,  2,  3  D.  L.  hooks,  old  numbers.  The  best 
spinning  baits  are  rather  small  Brown  Phantoms 
and  Devons,  or  blue  ones  when  the  lake  is  dis- 
coloured. It  is,  however,  as  a  trouting  resort  that 
Killarney  is  particularly  famous,  and  to  trout  we 
accordingly  turn  our  attention.  The  average  size 
is  rather  under  the  half  a  pound,  but  fish  up  to 
two  or  two  and  a  half  pounds,  though  infrequent, 
are  not  rare. 

The  lakes  proper  are  three  in  number.  The 
lower,  and  largest,  Lough  Leane,  holds  many 
small  and  some  good  trout ;  but  it  is  much  fished, 
or  "  hacked,"  as  the  locals  call  it.  In  the  middle 
lake,  Muckross,  there  are  better  fish.  The  upper 
lake.  Tore,  holds  fish  in  plenty,  but  they  do  not 
run  large.  Flies  and  minnows  for  all  of  these 
should  be  small.  The  angler  cannot  do  better 
than  put  himself  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Haynes, 
Patrick-street,  Cork,  who  knows  all  the  best 
patterns,  and  may  be  replied  upon  to  supply  those 
suitable  for  the  time  of  year.  The  grouse,  green, 
blue,  or  orange  are  always  good,  and  the  Zulu  is, 
perhaps,  more  killing  than  anything.  On  a  good 
day  the  basket  should  contain  one  fish  of  a  pound, 
several  between  ^Ib.  and  fib.,  and  many  of  about 
five  and  six  ounces.  The  trout  in  these, 
as  indeed  in  all  the  Kerry  loughs,  are  exceedingly 
sporting,,  and  fight  surprisingly  well.  They  are 
pretty  fish,  and  excellent  eating.  Within  easy 
distance  are  many  mountain  tarns,  where  dozens 
of  tiny  trout  may  always  be  taken.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  mountain  streams.  The  river 
Flesk  was  affected  by  the  bog  slide,  and  has  not 
yet  entirely  recovered.  It  is  only  good  in  high 
water.  Near  Headford  Junction,  the  next  station 
on  the  Dublin  line,  runs  the  Anna  Cree,  a  river 
with  a  great  reputation,  to  which  Killarney  boat- 
men much  enjoy  an  excursion.  The  latter  are 
deserving  of  all  praise.  Keen,  quiet,  and  steady, 
they  combine  a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  work 
with  the  simple  courtesy  so  characteristic  of  the 
Irish  peasantry.  Many  of  the  hotels  supply  boats 
(to  fishermen)  free  of  charge.  The  cost  to  the 
angler  is  thus  reduced  to  the  Ss.  a  day  and  lunch, 
which  is  the  boatman's  wage. 

We  have  preferred  to  mention  last  the  bit  of 
trouting,  which  we  regard  as  the  best  in  this 
district.  Some  thi-ee  miles  away,  beneath  the 
precipitous  slopes  of  Crohane,  lies  a  spherical 
lough  named  Guitane,  a  name  variously  rendered 
in  maps  and  guide-books  as  Gutane,  Guttane,  or 
Kittane,  which  all  signify  the  same  sheet  of 
water.  Its  shores  are  bleak,  and  bare  of  vegeta- 
tion. It  has  no  further  claim  to  beauty  than  the 
weird  contrast  between  its  placid  surface  and 
the  rugged  mass  which  towers  above  it ;  and  is 
consequently  less  frequented  than  its  more 
entrancing  neighbours,  being  seldom  visited,  as 
we  read,  except  by  fishermen. 

Mr.  Jones,  let  us  say,  has  been  fishing  Lough 
Leane,  and,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  bright  sun 
and  stilly  air,  and  beyond  all  question  not  to  the 
fact  that  Mrs.  Jones,  who  accompanied  him, 
persisted  in  displaying  a  red  parasol,  to  which  he 
himself  attributes  his  failure,  has  been  much  dis- 
appointed in  his  hopes  of  a  bag.  Wiping  his 
bald  head  with  a  green  pocket-handkerchief,  he  at 
length  lays  his  rod  along  the  sides  of  the  boat, 
and  turning  to  Mikey,  says,  with  some  irritation, 
"  I  don't  believe  there's  a  blessed  fish  in  the  lake ; 


confound  the  sulky  brutes."  "  Faith,  sor,"  replies 
that  worthy,  "  they're  not  taking  at  all,  bad  luclq 
to  'em.    I  never  knew  sich  a  day."    "  What's  tcM 
be  done,  then,  Mike  ?  "    "  Begor,  sor,  an  you'ffl 
thry  Guitane,  you'd  have  a  bit  of  sport.  That's 
a  fine  lake,  and  there's  a  power  of  tine  trouts  ill 
it,  too."    Jones  says  no  more,  but  thinks  a  lot  a 
and  that  evening,  when  Mrs.  Jones  has  gone  upl 
to  dress  for  dinner,  he  arranges  with  Mikey  to] 
leave  for  Guitane  at  eight  o'clock  the  following 
morning,  an  hour  at  which  he  knows  very  well  hii3 
faithful  spouse  viU  not  be  stirring.  ] 
Punctually  the  car  is  at  the  door.    Our  frien^ 
betrays  his  Saxon  origin  by  holding  on  to  thel 
rail  behind,  and  it  is  just  as  well  he  does  so,  for] 
Jarvey  cuts  the  corners  fine,  and  they  swing' 
round  them  in  a  manner  calculated  to  disturb  a 
tyro.  A  little  excitement  is  supplied  by  a  collision 
with  a  milk  cart,  which  Jarvey  and  Mikey  take 
with  philosophical  unconcern.    Not  so,  however, 
the  indignant  Jones,  who  informs  the  driver  that 
he  is  the  worst  man  behind  a  horse  he  (Jones)  had 
ever  seen.    "  Ah,  sure,"  said  Jarvey,  "  it's  a  very 
awkward  beast  to   drive,  and  whin  you've  an 
awkward  horse  you  must  have  an  awkward  man  to 
drive  him."    They  arrive  at  their  destination 
without  further  mishap,  and  proceed  to  bail  out 
the  leaky  boat,  whose  dirty  condition  is  sufficient 
evidence  that  this  is  no  resort  for  pleasure  parties. 
"  You  may  try  a  larger  fly  than  down  along,"  says 
Mike,  as  our  friend  is  adjusting  his  tackle. 
Accordingly  he  mounts  a  Claret  and  Blue  at  the 
tail,  with  a  fiery  Brown  and  Blue  Towser  for 
droppers.    Nor  has  he  long  to  wait  ere  he  is 
justified  in  his  selection,  for  by  the  end  of  the 
first  drift  half  a  dozen  pretty  little  fish  are  lying 
in  the  basket.   There  is  a  southerly  breeze,  a  nice 
ripple  on  the  lake,  a  cloudy  yet  not  overcast  sky ; 
all  the  attributes,  in  fact,  of  an  ideal  fishing  day ; 
and  the  fun  is  fast  and  furious.    Sometimes  two, 
and  once  three,  of  the  ravenous  fario  are  captured 
at  one  cast,  yet  Jones  is  not  satisfied,  for  though 
they  have  thirty  fish  by  luncheon  time  there  is 
not  one  over  the  half  pound.    It  is  pleasant  to 
land  after  a  morning  afloat ;  the  meat  pies  and 
beer  are  also  good ;  so  is  the  soothing  pipe,  which 
has  a  relish  all  its  own  on  these  occasions.  There 
are  few  things  sweeter  than  a  pipe  by  the  water- 
side.  He  smokes  his  peacefully  beside  a  little 
stream  which  trickles  from  a  mountain  lakelet 
into  the  silver  lough ;  along  its  shores  the  butter- 
wort  and  bog  plants  thrive  amazingly.  Their 
rest  enjoyed,  they  embark  again,  and  Jones,  who 
has  already  captured  more  fish  than  he  knows 
what  to  do  with,  determines,  to  Mikey's  delight, 
to  devote  the  rest  of  the  day  to  trolling  for  a  big 
one.    It  is  not  till  evening  that  his  patience  is 
rewarded,  but  then  there  is  a  pull  that  bends  the 
rod  top  (which  by  the  way  is  not  a  spinning  one) 
to  the  water's  edge,  and  he  is  certainly  fast  in  a 
good  one.    He  obligingly  follows  the  boat  for 
some  way,  and  is  within  fifteen  yards  before  he 
seems  to  grasp    the    situation.     Then,  quite 
suddenly,  as  if  for  the  first  time  realising  his 
danger,  he  runs  out  several  yards  of  line,  and  our 
worthy  friend's  heart  is  fairly  in  his  mouth  as  a 
magnificent  golden  fellow,  whom  he  mentally  puts 
down  as  at  least  a  3-pounder,  leaps  into  the  air, 
"  Begor !  "  exclaims  Mike.    "  That's  a  great  fish ! 
Five  pounds,  if  not  six."'   But  Mike  is  a  master 
of  the  multiplication  table.    Who  but  the  man 
with  the  rod  in  his  hand  can  experience  the 
exquisite  thrill  of  pleasure  which  vibrates  through 
every  nerve  as  a  gallant  trout  struggles  gamely 
to  the  end  ?    Such  a  mixture  of  joy  and  anxiety 
now  agitates  Jones,  as  he  deftly  drops  the  rod 
point,  and  finds  the  fish,  in  spite  of  these 
gymnastics,  still  well  and  firmly  hooked.  Minutes, 
which  seem  hours,  of  desperate  play  ensue  before, 
after  a  splendid  but  unavailing  effort,  the  quarry 
comes  heavily  alongside,  and  is  instantly  landed  by 
Mikey's  practised  hand,  anon  to  propitiate  the 
angry  goddess,  Mrs.  J.,  for  her  husband's  de- 
sertion.   Jones  was  a  proud  man  that  night,  and 
decided  to  spend  yet  another  week  at  Killarney. 

Mark  Bench. 


We  have  received  the  first  number  of  a  new 
publication  entitled  The  Thames  (price  one  penny), 
dated  March  25,  dealing  with  all  things  connected 
with  the  river,  and  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
passing  their  leisure  time  on  the  water  will  find 
it  very  interesting.  The  first  number  contains 
a  supplement  giving  the  portraits  of  the  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  University  crews. 
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OTTERS  AND  CRAYFISH. 


In  some  parts  of  Germany  otters  are  still  so 
numerous  as  to  cause  great  loss  to  fishery 
proprietors.  The  President  of  the  Thuringian 
Fisheries  Society,  Colonel  von  Egloffstein,  writes 
to  our  contemporary,  the  German  Fishing  Gazette, 
about  baits  for  otter  traps.  He  says  that  otters 
are  so  fond  of  crayfish  that  they  do  not  trouble 
about  other  fish  if  they  can  get  them,  and  that 
the  best  bait  for  an  otter  trap  is  crayfish.  Colonel 
von  Egloffstein  has  killed  as  many  as  five  otters 
in  one  place.  As  regard  the  question,  can  otter 
flesh  be  eaten  by  man,  he  says  it  can,  but  that 
those  who  have  once  eaten  any  are  not  likely  to 
make  a  second  attempt. 


BLAGGLEWAITHB  v.  FATE  AND 
ANOTHER." 


In  one  corner  of  my  friend  Blagglewaithe's 
study  is  a  small  glass  fronted  cabinet,  and  in  one 
comer  of  the  cabinet,  amidst  china  pots  and 
other  gewgaws,  is  a  rusty  mackerel  spinner  and  a 
few  yards  of  frayed  line  attached.  Mrs.  Blaggle- 
waithe,  a  most  proper  and  particular  lady,  permits 
it  to  remain  in  that  honourable  position,  and  even 
once  in  my  hearing  spoke  of  having  it  placed  in  a 
separate  case  and  a  better  position. 

Dinner  was  over,  and  the  ladies  had  retired  into 
the  drawing-room.  B.  pushed  his  cigar  case 
across  the  table,  and  I  selected  one  of  the  tapering 
beauties  and  sent  a  wreath  of  grey-blue  smoke 
curling  around  the  decanters.    Then  said  I  .- 

"  Blagglewaithe,  is  there  a  story  attached  to 
the  spinner  in  your  study  r " 

"  A  story  indeed !  "  he  replied.  "  Never  heard 
of  such  a  story  before  :  Marvellous  1  Happened 
to  me,  too  !  " 

"  Would  you  tell  it  to  me  ?  " 

"  Certainly  my  boy,  with  pleasure.  Tou  play 
cards,  I  think,  occasionally  ?  " 

"  A  little  whist,  that  is  all." 

"  Well,  you  will  then  understand  that  whist  is 
a  queer  game.  Sometimes  your  hand  is  good, 
and  your  opponents'  bad  ;  more  often  the  reverse, 
and  now  and  then  all  four  hands  are  '  much  of  a 
muchness,'  which  increases  the  necessity  of  good 
play  to  give  you  the  odd  trick,  to  say  nothing  of 
honours.  But  did  you  ever  play  at  whist  with 
Fate,  my  boy — double  dummy  ?    That's  a  very 

different  game,  and  yet  I  once  played  so  and 

won.    I  will  tell  you  how  it  happened. 

"  If  you  have  been  to  Penzance  you  will  remember 
the  old  '  Dolphin  Inn '  on  the  Quay,  a  queer  old 
place,  half  smuggler's  holes,  now  filled  up  with  fish 
boxes  and  cordage,  half  underground  apartments, 
now  filled  with  casks  of  good  honest  ales  and 
spirits.  I  well  recoUect  the  clock  case  in  the  bar 
parloiar  which  swings  back  and  reveals  a  dai-k 
grimy  passage  beyond  leading  either  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  or  the  chimney. 

"  A  few  years  ago  I  was  staying  at  this  same 
hostelry,  and  having  a  right  good  time  fishing 
around  the  rocky  coast ;  and  a  rocky  coast  it  is, 
too:  Huge  green  and  yellow  coated  boulders 
piled  one  upon  another,  with  the  transparent  blue 
water  eternally  dashing  and  howling  around 
them ;  great  snarling  crags,  topped  with  emerald 
moss — and  all  the  rest  of  it.  My  visit  was  nearly 
at  an  end,  so  I  resolved  that  I  would  have  one 
last  day  among  the  mackerel — great  pearly- 
flanked  fellows,  with  skins  like  broken  rainbows. 

"  Now,  at  Penzance  there  are  currents  as  well  as 
rocks.  If  you  lose  an  oar  at  Marazion,  you  pass 
the  Wolf  Lighthouse — miles  down  the  coast — 
before  you  have  finished  ejaculating  '  Oh, 
bother  1'  or  words  to  that  effect,  according  to 
the  morality  of  the  loser ;  and  you  stand  a  fair 
chance  of  being  able  to  ask  a  homeward-bound 
liner  off  Cape  Clear  for  the  loan  of  another  before 
you  really  emphasise  the  remark.  My  reason,  my 
boy,  for  explaining  all  this  is  to  prove  that  a 
really  competent  idiot  is  justified  in  dispensing 
with  the  serv  ices  of  the  man-who-knows-the-coast, 
and  he  can  whiff  for  mackerel  alone,  leaving  the 
current  to  work  the  boat.  Having  chartered  my 
craft,  I  gathered  together  the  implements  for  my 
sport,  and  stowed  them  in  the  bows  fitted  for 
immediate  action ;  then  I  returned  to  the  inn  for 
my  luncheon. 

"  When  I  returned  to  the  boat  I  found  the  stem 
Beat  and  three-quarters  of  the  bottom  occupied 


by  a  stranger.  He  was  a  tall  man,  bronzed  by 
the  Cornish  sun,  and  fast  asleep.  His  apparel 
denoted  him  a  man  mixed  up  with  the  fishing 
industry  —  peaked  cap,  guernsey,  heavy  cloth 
trousers  tucked  up  his  legs,  and  wearing  no  boots. 
He  was  Fate's  first  card. 

"  '  Wake  up  ! '  said  I.  He  snored  long  and  deep. 
'  Wake  up  !  this  is  my  craft,'  I  repeated.  He 
only  snored  again. 

'■'If  you  don't  clear  I'll  pitch  you  out!'  I 
shouted.  It  was  an  idle  threat,  for  I  stand  but 
five  feet  in  my  boots  ;  whilst  he,  my  boy,  lay  six 
without  'em  !  A  man  sitting  on  the  harbour  steps 
called  out,  "Twon't  matter.  Sir;  take  him  along 
with  you !    He  may  be  useful ! ' 

"  Ididso,  and  Fate  pulled  in  the  trick  with  agrin. 
Rowing  is  hard  work  in  a  small  whale  boat  when 
the  whale  is  inside.  I  pulled  one  way,  and  we 
surged  slowly  ahead,  whilst  now  and  then  the 
sleeping  man  snored  a  long  and  vibrating  snore ; 
then  the  boat  moved  faster.  In  this  manner  we 
gained  the  outer  waters  and  the  currents.  There 
were  two  of  the  latter  at  that  spot,  and  the  boat 
lay  undecided,  when  the  man's  cap  fell  overboard 
as  he  lurched  violently  from  one  side  to  the  other. 
One  current  took  that,  and  the  other,  satisfied 
with  the  division  of  the  spoil,  took  us. 

"  As  quick  as  thought  I  seized  the  rod,  and,  with 
a  grand  '  whir-r-r,'  sent  the  spinner  flying  and 
curving  after  the  fast  receding  headgear.  It 
missed  by  a  few  yards.  I  reeled  in  again,  and  the 
cap  disappeared. 

"  Said  I  to  the  sleeper  :  '  Wake  up  ;  your  cap  is 
gone ! ' 

"He  snored,  and  a  hideous  fear  came  oozing  out 
of  my  forehead.  Suppose  the  man  was  drunk  ? 
I  pinched  his  arm  hard,  and  yet  harder ;  only 
grunts  in  response.  Clearly  the  man  was  drunk. 
Fate's  hand  was  a  good  one. 

"  However,  I  trumped  that  move,  for  I  stuck  a 
pin  into  him  and  took  the  trick.  He  did  not 
though — at  least,  not  in  the  spirit  I  had  intended 
— for  he  sat  up  with  a  jump,  found  himself  all  at 
sea  and  alone  with  a  sm^er  man  than  himself, 
therefore  he  came  floundering  over  the  seats 
towards  me.  His  eyes  were  half  closed,  yet 
through  the  slits  I  saw  mischief  gleaming,  so  I 
retreated  hurriedly  into  the  bows.  Still  he  came 
on.  I  retreated  farther  into  the  bows ;  they 
couldn't  last  for  ever — all  bows  come  to  a  point-— 
and  yet  he  advanced  in  so  wobbling  a  manner 
that  cradles  were  not  in  it  beside  that  boat. 
Suddenly  he  collapsed  over  the  bow  seat,  and 
hung  sprawling  over  the  side.  I  had  a  most 
decided  wish  to  administer  a  slight  push  in  order 
to  relieve  my  adversary  of  a  useful  partner,  yet 
ordinarily  I  am  an  honest,  perhaps  timid  man, 
who  shrinks  from  the  thought  of  murder.  How- 
ever, I  fought  over  the  temptation,  and  pulled 
him  inboard,  so  giving  Fate  the  trick. 

"  All  this  time  we  were  drifting  speedily  out  to 
sea,  and  I  cast  an  anxious  look  ahead,  for  I  had 
no  wish  to  go  ashore  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  at 
our  present  alarming  velocity.  A  short  distance 
ahead  of  us  I  saw  an  iron  post  with  a  curious 
openwork  ball  poised  on  the  top.  It  rose  above 
the  waves  majestically,  and  seemed  a  hope-inspir- 
ing beacon  to  my  weakened  nerves.  The  boat 
took  us  towards  it,  and  I  calculated  that  if  we 
passed  within  five  yards  of  it  I  would  make  the 
leap  or  die  in  the  attempt — most  probably  the 
latter ! 

"  My  companion  made  a  dmnken  effort  to  get  at 
my  legs,  and  the  current  took  us  some  distance  to 
the  right  of  the  pillar.  That  was  Fate's  play. 
Seizing  my  trusty  rod  once  more,  I  made  a  cast 
for  life. 

"  I  can,  when  attacked  by  nightmares,  see  that 
post  yet,  and  all  the  incidents  attending  the 
throw.  Again  the  boat  hurtles  over  the  deep  blue 
waters  of  Mount's  Bay.  Again  I  see  those 
beetling  crags  beyond  Newlyn,  emblematic  of 
stony  failure,  and  again  around  the  barnacle - 
grown  base  of  the  iron  pillar  the  tide  froths  up 
into  myriads  of  swirling  bubbles  with  the  deep 
throttling  sound  of  the  ravenous  sea.  The  silvery 
spinner  flashed  through  the  sunny  air  as  true  as 
ever  a  cast  was  made,  and  circled  again  and  again 
around  the  rusty  post.  I  have  been  told  it  was 
placed  there  to  afford  shelter  and  clinging  room 
to  shipwrecked  mariners.  No  mariner  ever  looked 
on  it  with  more  joy  than  did  I,  for  it  was  heaven 
to  me  as  a  refuge  from  the  dev — ,  I  mean  from  the 
man  in  the  boat. 

"  Never  did  experienced  angler  use  his  rod  and 


line  more  delicately.  I  prayed  that  the  boat 
might  get  out  of  the  horrible  vortex  which  was 
fast  drawing  us  to  America,  and  my  prayers  were 
answered,  for  the  craft  swung  gracefully  round 
into  calm  water,  when  I  had  out  a  few  yards  of 
line  left  on  the  reel. 

"  I  gently  wound  in  toward  my  novel  catch,  and 
when  at  last  we  reached  it,  I  threw  my  arms  about 
it  from  the  point  of  vantage  in  the  bows  and 
kissed  its  rusty  surface,  crying  aloud,  '  Hurrah  I 
My  trick  ! ' 

"  Horror  !  Accumulated  agonising  horror  I  The 
boat's  nose  bumped  affectionately  and  slid  away 
at  a  tangent,  leaving  me  with  but  one  foot  hooked 
over  the  side — the  other  in  the  water — whilst  my 
arms  firmly  clasped  the  pillar,  and  my  body — 
Ugh,  my  poor  body  1 — doubled  down  like  a  tightly 
strung  bow. 

"  I  had  to  leave  the  boat,  the  pillar,  or  both,  so 
I  chose  to  stick  to  my  pillar,  because  at  that 
moment  my  foot  slipped,  and  never  did  that  cold 
iron  feel  a  warmer  embrace  than  mine  as  I 
spluttered  around  its  base. 

"My  agonised  eye  sought  the  cage-like  ball 
above.  There  was  an  opening  in  it  large  enough 
to  admit  my  body  if  I  could  but  reach  it ;  and 
although  portly  in  figure,  and  not  used  to  violent 
exercise,  my  boy,  I  did  it,  after  a  world  of 
scraping  and  slipping,  pulling  myself  into  the 
globe  with  a  thankful  sob. 

"  When  I  had  regained  my  breath  I  looked  below 
again.  My  rod  had  so  hitched  in  the  woodwork 
of  the  boat  as  to  be  fixed  fast,  whilst  at  my  end 
the  line  was  securely  tangled.  So  the  wayward 
craft  was  moored  to  my  metallic  island.  Its 
occupant  was  asleep  again.  Penzance  lay  white 
and  glistening  in  the  centre  of  the  bay,  the  houses 
being  clearly  visible,  so  I  set  myself  to  think  out 
a  means  of  attracting  attention.  Clearly  the 
best  thing  would  be  to  wave  something — my 
coat — through  the  bars.  It  was  feasible,  and 
might  be  visible,  so  I  began  wagging  it  backward 
and  forward  slowly,  for  it  was  wet  and  heavy.  I 
wagged  for  a  long  time,  when,  at  last,  my  straining 
eyes  detected  a  movement  at  the  harbour  mouth. 
What  was  it  ?  A  boat !  Yes,  a  blessed  little  boat, 
like  a  black  spot,  came  dancing  over  the  waters, 
and  I  watched  the  rowers  bend  and  pull — bend 
and  pull  as  they  made  their  way  towards  us. 

"  As  they  approached  I  cheered  them,  for  I 
thought  that  I  had  now  finished  the  game,  and 
when  they  were  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  I  put 
on  my  wet  coat  again  and  slowly  lowered  myself 
through  the  hole  till  I  had  a  good  hold  of  the 
pole,  when  I  slid  gently  down  it.  Down,  down 
until  my  feet  came  heavily  on  the  line  which 
moored  our  boat,  so  suddenly  that  the  frayed  cord 
snapped,  releasing  its  charge,  which  immediately 
found  a  current  bent  on  business  elsewhere,  and 
went  along  with  it  without  a  thought  of  how  much 
inconvenience  it  was  causing.  Fate  had  played  a 
high  trump  indeed ! 

"  The  fishermen  of  Penzance,  who  occupied  the 
oncoming  craft,  saw  a  draggled  morsel  of 
humanity  clinging  to  his  last  hope  ;  they  also  saw 
a  boat — ^their  boat — speeding  away  before  them, 
and  they  followed  the  boat. 

"  Ah  !  could  they  but  have  known  how  weary 
were  my  arms,  how  heavy  my  body,  they  would 
have  aided  me  first.    Fate's  trick,  plainly ! 

"  I  shrieked  after  them.  I  cursed  them,  as  a 
foiled  villian  curses  in  a  provincial  melodrama, 
and  I  slipped  down  my  pole  a  little.  I  tried  to 
climb  again,  but  an  unseen  hand  had  grabbed  my 
coat  collar  and  pulled  me  down,  so  I  slid  a  little 
farther. 

"  No  hope !  No  chance !  One  more  effort  to 
reach  that  beautiful  cage ;  one  slip  more,  and  I 
released  my  hold,  falling  gently  into  the  warm 
blue  waters,  which  gurgled  me  a  horrid  welcome. 
The  end  had  come ! 

"  Then  why  did  I  not  sink  ?  I  didn't,  my  boy  1 
And  began  to  wonder  whether  my  brother-in-law 
was  right  when  he  called  me  a  hollow  fraud  ?  If 
so,  perchance  I  should  float.  Then  I  felt  that 
same  invisible  grip  behind  me  holding  me  up. 
Carefully  I  put  my  hand  round  to  my  coat  collar, 
when  the  mystery  became  clear.  The  behooked 
spinning  bait  had  caught  my  coat  as  I  slid,  and 
that  blessed  little  piece  of  steel  held  me  above  the 
suffocating  flood.  I  dared  not  sneeze  or  move  for 
fear  that  the  strained  line  would  break  ;  and  so 
the  Penzance  fisherman  found  me  when  at  length 
they  returned  with  the  runaway  boat  in  tow.  So 
I  won. 
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"  They  kindly  unhooked  me  and  pulled  me  in, 
when  I  at  once  told  the  still  sleeping  beauty  what 
I  thought  of  him.  I  did  it  in  so  complete  a 
manner  that  the  men  treated  me  with  marked 
respect  all  the  way  back.  Tou  see,  my  boy, 
language,  and  a  command  of  it,  are  good  pass- 
ports in  fishing  circles.  Eh  !  Take  another  glass 
of  port  and  pass  the  bottle  ! "  Kryptos. 


TWO  PICTURES. 


An  article  of  mine,  entitled  "  Then  and  Now," 
which  appeared  in  these  pages  last  summer,  and 
dealt  with  subscription  fisheries  past  and  present, 
and  their  frequenters,  touched  such  a  responsive 
chord  in  the  breast  of  an  old  Lea  angler  that  he 
was  led  in  turn  to  contribute  a  very  interesting 
account  of  Flander's  Weir,  in  which  he  mentioned 
the  names  of  some  good  anglers  who  were  very 
well  known  to  me  (Mr.  Grimmo,  to  wit),  although 
I  could  not  quite  identify  the  author — "  Lea 
Valley  " — himself.  It  is  quite  possible,  however, 
that  we  have  spent  together  many  days,  bad  and 
good,  on  the  banks  of  that  most  alluring  stream. 

Doubtless  it  is  difiicult  for  a  North  British 
angler,  who  never  thinks  of  applying  the  descrip- 
tion "  a  fish  "  to  anything  but  a  salmon,  to  under- 
stand the  overmastering  charm  which  the  sluggish 
southern  Lea  exercises  over  so  many  of  his  fellow- 
sportsmen  who  dwell  within,  say,  a  twelve-mile 
radius  of  Charing  Cross. 

The  memory  of  Walton  and  his  work  is,  of 
course,  responsible  for  much  of  this  charm.  The 
scenery,  too,  of  the  backwaters  especially,  is 
quietly  beautiful;  but  the  chief  fascination,  I 
think,  of  Lea  fishing  to  its  followers  lies  in  the 
extreme  wariness  of  the  fish,  which  necessitates, 
in  those  who  woiild  capture  them,  the  employment 
of  tackle  almost  daring  in  its  fineness,  together 
with  judgment  and  experience  in  a  greater  degree 
than  perhaps  any  other  kind  of  fishing  in  the 
world. 

It  is  all  vei-y  well  to  say,  as  some  people  will, 
that  the  fish  so  caught  are,  after  all,  not  worth 
much  as  food  ;  but  the  red-coated  sportsmen,  who 
find  so  much  pleasui^e  in  hunting  Master  Reynard, 
never  by  any  chance  think  of  eating  him. 

I  have  been  led  thus  to  think  and  write  of  this 
old  angling  love  of  mine  by  the  sight  of  two 
pictures  just  lately  in  a  West-end  shop.  They 
are  entitled  respectively  "  FJy  Fishing "  and 
"  Bottom  Fishing,'"  and  are  coloured  engravings, 
first  published,  I  should  think,  quite  sixty  years 
ago.  Odd  copies  of  them  are  still  to  be  seen  in 
old  riverside  hostelries,  but  in  too  faded  or  smoke- 
dried  a  condition  to  render  inspection  of  them 
interesting.  The  two  under  notice,  however, 
being  quite  clean  and  well  preserved,  allowed  me 
to  easily  identify  the  two  scenes  represented. 
"  Fly  Fishing "  depicts  two  anglers  engaged  in 
casting  fur  or  feather  on  the  surface  of  the 
stream,  one  of  the  two  in  a  most  theatrical 
attitude,  from  the  Walthamstow  side  of  the  Lea, 
exactly  opposite  the  old  wooden  house  once 
occupied  by  one  Ford,  whose  name  was  long 
associated  with  the  adjacent  fishery  which  is  now 
well  known  as  Game's. 

Anyone  acquainted  with  the  house  would  at 
once  recognise  it  in  the  picture,  although  the  row 
of  poplars,  there  shown  as  flourishing,  have  of 
late  years  sadly  decayed,  as  is  the  nature  of 
poplars ;  while  the  apparently  swiftly  flowing 
stream  is  now  replaced  by  something  much  more 
sluggish.  A  reader  desirous  of  making  a  similar 
picture  from  the  same  point  of  vie  n  would  have 
to  take  his  stand  on  the  bank  of  a  new  channel, 
cut  for  the  purposes  of  a  water  company.  Two 
channels  for  only  the  same  quantity  of  water  will 
account  for  the  lack  of  pace  in  the  stream  now. 

One  of  the  cleverest  anglers  and  best  men  I 
ever  knew  served  his  apprenticeship  to  the  rod  on 
this  same  water  in  the  days  of  Ford,  and  many  a 
happy  hour  (which,  alas  !  for  one  of  us,  can  never 
be  repeated)  have  we  spent  together  on  the  banks 
of  that  water,  or,  when  weather  or  appetite 
rendered  it  necessary,  in  the  old  house  itself.  I 
believe  that  some  anglers  who  knew  poor  Dick  B. 
still  frequent  the  fishery  and  obtain  good  fish 
from  it;  but  no  more  lOlb.  barbel,  as  he  did. 

The  "  Bottom  Fishing "  picture,  again,  un- 
doubtedly shows  a  portion  of  the  old  Lea  with 
much  the  same  old-fashioned  sportsmen  fishing 
for  roach  or  perch.  On  the  bank  of  the  river  is 
a  houfeof  refreshment,  which  I  at  once  recog- 


nised as  one  which  still  stands  between  the  old 
river  and  the  navigation  at  Angel-road.  It  is  a 
house  which  one  might  well  imagine  to  be  haunted 
by  the  shades  of  many  sterling  anglers,  for  was  it 
not  once  occupied,  as  the  signboard  in  the  picture 
denotes,  by  "Benjn.  Wicks,"  a  famous  angling 
host  of  days  long  past,  who  was  widely  known 
and  respected  by  London  anglers  in  his  time,  and 
is  a  household  word  to  many  of  the  more  modern 
school. 

This  is  the  house,  too,  of  which  Baddeley,  the 
true  Waltonian,  wrote  in  1834  : 

"  The  old  wooden  house  occupied  by  Matthew 
Cook  has  been  pulled  down 

Near  Old  Cook's  Ferry,  Benjamin  Wioks, 
Has  turn'd  the  wocden  house  to  bricks." 

I  understand  that  the  barge  cut  of  the  Lea 
near  here  has  been  so  well  stocked  recently  with 
fish  from  the  East  London  Water  Company's 
reservoirs  by  the  London  Anglers'  Association 
that  the  ghosts  of  some  of  the  departed  veterans 
referred  to  previously  might  well  be  tempted  to 
come  back  again  in  the  twilight  to  fish  theii' 
favourite  stream.  If  only  one  could  fall  in  with 
them  while  so  engaged  what  hints  they  could  give, 
what  sorrow  they  would  express  for  certain 
changes  in  the  district,  and  what  copy  they  might 
afford  !  Clatr  Kenwal. 


CRUISES  ON  THE  COAST  OF 
NORWAY. 


There  is  not  much  use  nowadays  in  poking 
ones  way  in  rowing  boats  up  out-of-the-way  fjords 
on  the  coast  of  Norway  in  search  of  streams 
where  salmon  are  and  fishermen  are  not.  Such 
an  expedition  is  pretty  sure  to  result  in  the  dis- 
covery of  several  scores  of  previously  unheard  of 
bagnets,  while  should  an  inflowing  stream  with 
water  enough  to  fill  a  iin.  pipe  be  fallen  in  with, 
on  its  banks  will  be  found  a  house  "  where  the 
Englishman  "  lives,  or  an  encampment  of  knicker- 
bockered  young  men.  But  it  was  not  by  any 
means  "  ever  thus,"  and  we  can  recall  sundry 
prospecting  expeditions  made  on  the  strength  of 
chance  local  information  that  did  not  turn  out  at 
all  badly,  and  the  results  of  which  compare 
favourably  with  the  extremely  modest  ones  so 
frequently  obtained  nowadays  in  exchange  for 
enormous  rents. 

On  a  certain  occasion  we  had  been  urgently 
pressed  by  a  worthy  Norwegian  to  attend  a  ball 
which  was  to  be  given  at  his  house  for  all  the 
people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  abode.  To 
get  at  the  place  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  row 
down  a  long  fjord  for  quite  twenty  miles,  but  the 
particular  river  on  which  we  were  at  work 
had  run  down  below  proper  level,  our  friend 
promised  us  great  fun,  and  he  finally  clinched 
the  matter  by  expressing  a  desire  that  we 
should  try,  as  often  as  we  liked,  a  stretch  of 
some  five  miles  of  semi-tidal  water  on  a  large 
river  where  he  owned  the  rights,  and  which  had 
never  been  let.  Although  from  the  description 
we  did  not  expect  to  add  much  to  the  season's 
bag,  still  it  was  an  experience,  and  as  "members 
of  the  house  party  "  we  attended  the  function  in 
question,  which  commenced  at  a  very  early  hour 
in  the  evening,  and  at  midnight  looked  like  going 
on  for  ever.  As  the  company  danced  with  ever 
increasing  energy  the  noise  made  in  the  great 
wooden  house  by  the  numberless  pairs  of  heavy 
boots  became  appalling,  and  beginning  to  perceive 
sundry  "  hiddicks "  in  process  of  manufactui-e 
we  determined  on  disappearing,  without  cere- 
mony, as  quickly  as  possible.  An  opportunity 
shortly  offered  of  suggesting  a  visit  to  the  river 
to  our  host's  principal  boatman,  who  was,  of 
course,  one  of  the  guests,  and  he  being  a  keen 
fisherman  at  once  acquiesced.  Vi  et  armis,  he 
unceremoniously  grabbed  and  bore  off  from  a  fair 
partner's  society  his  eldest  son,  who  was  in  the 
very  thick  of  the  festivities,  and  within  ten 
minutes  we  were  pulling  across  the  fjord,  the 
sounds  of  i-evelry  dying  away  behind  us  on  the 
still  air,  and  the  faint  light  that  corner  before 
dawn  tinging  the  mists  and  snowdrifts  that  lay 
on  the  higher  tops  far  above  us. 

The  entrance  of  that  river  (now,  by  the  way, 
one  of  the  best  known  salmon  streams  in  Norway) 
struck  us  as  very  grand.  The  great  walls  of  rock 
— a  couple  of  thousand  feet  high  at  least — that 
environed  the  fjord,  closed  in  at  the  head,  and 
through  the  magnificent  gateway  thus  formed 


the  broad  stream  flowed  in  majestic  silence.  In 
the  dim  light  it  was  not  easy  to  determine  where^ 
fjord  ended  and  river  began,  but  within  an  hoi» 
from  the  start,  the  increasing  difficulty  of  prdl 
gression  intimated  the  existence  of  a  current,  and 
beneath  a  great  wooded  bluff  we  commenced 
operations  by  letting  out  a  blue  and  a  silver 
Phantom,  as  being  more  adapted  to  the  style 
of  water  than  the  fly.  The  place  did  not 
appear  a  likely  one,  there  being  no  pool  outlined, 
or  other  feature  symptomatic  of  a  salmon  cast, 
and  the  water  flowed  with  slow  even  current, 
showing  hardly  a  trace  on  its  smooth  surface  of 
submerged  boulders,  or  other  objects  likely  to 
prove  attractive  to  fish  ;  but  the  bank  on  one  side 
was  rocky  and  abrupt,  pine  trees  maintained 
precarious  hold  on  the  supervening  ledges,  and 
old  Ole  said  it  was  a  good  place  when  the  tide  was 
out  for  a  fresh-run  "  lax." 

And  sure  enough  he  was  right,  for  the  minnows 
had  not  been  five  minute  3  in  the  water  when  the 
blue  one  was  taken  quietly  under  water,  the  reel 
screamed,  and  a  bar  of  living  silver  sprang  a 
yard  into  the  air.  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
later,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  fish  reposed  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat;  but  that  he  remained  on 
was  little  short  of  marvellous,  for  the  perfor- 
mances he  went  through  before  Ole  got  the  clip 
into  him  were  perilous  to  a  degree.  In  spite  ot 
these,  however,  and  the  softness  of  his  mouth,  the 
tail  triangle  held,  and  we  started  the  morning's 
bag  with  a  beautiful  10-pounder,  straight  fi-om 
the  sea,  plentifully  studded  as  to  the  lower  part 
of  his  person  with  sea  lice.  During  his  comet- 
like progress,  two  or  three  other  fish  threw 
themselves,  astonished  no  doubt,  at  the  extra- 
ordinary excitement  displayed  by  their  friend, 
but  they  would  not  take,  and  a  sea  trout 
of  3:\lb.  was  all  we  could  secure  before 
Ole  announced  that  it  was  time  to  go  elsewhere. 
The  next  spot  was  very  similar  in  character  (or, . 
to  be  more  accurate,  in  absence  thereof),  but  the 
surroundings  were  very  beautiful ;  great  wooded 
bluffs  and  terraces  towered  one  above  the  other  in  < 
endless  perspective  on  either  side,  slight  wreaths  ■ 
of  mist  clinging  here  and  there  to  their  rugged 
sides,  while  in  a  sheltered  nook  on  the  right  bank 
a  little  homestead  nestled,  from  which  a  thin  blue 
column  of  smoke  ascended  on  the  still  morning 
air.  Friend  Ole  was  in  the  middle  of  a  terrific 
yarn  in  regard  to  a  gigantic  halibut,  which  on  |i ' 
certain  occasion  he  had  been  instrumental  in  ; 
slaying,  and  his  hopeful  son  (who  pulled  bow)  was  ', 
grinning  over  his  parent's  shoulder  as  at  a  tale  he  - 
had  heard  before,  and  mayhap  with  variations, 
when  bang  went  both  reels  almost  simultaneously. 
For  a  brief  space  the  two  salmon  kept  fairly  clear 
of  one  another,  and  we  had  just  time  to  indulge  in 
the  faint  hope  that  with  care  and  patience  both 
might  ultimately  be  landed,  but  the  next  minute 
the  lines  fouled,  and  disaster  succeeded.  One  fish 
made  a  most  astonishing  jump,  and  shook  him- 
self clear  of  the  hooks,  while  the  other  secured 
his  liberty  by  smashing  the  trace  and  walking 
off  with  minnow  and  everything.  Greatly  dis- 
gusted were  we  all  with  this  catastrophe,  and' 
as  we  pulled  ashore  to  repair  damages,  each  man 
expressed  his  belief  that  never  had  such  a  thing 
happened  before,  and  the  weight  of  the  fish  that 
annexed  the  phantom  was  liberally  estimated, 
301b.  being  the  very  lowest  suggestion.  There 
was  nothing  for  it,  however,  but  to  try  again, 
so  having  adjusted^  a  fresh  minnow  in  place 
of  the  lost  one,  and  seen  that  the  other  was  once 
more  equal  to  the  ordeal  of  battle,  we  again  put 
forth.  This  time  we  were  more  fortunate,  and 
succeeded  in  capturing,  without  either  grief  or 
loss,  three  good  fish  of  I21b.,  181b.,  and  211b. 
respectively,  all,  it  need  hardly  be  added,  as  clean 
as  salmon  can  possibly  be,  and  in  the  height  of 
condition. 

The  morning  mists  had  now  entirely  dis- 
appeared, the  air  was  much  warmer,  and  the 
whole  of  the  beautiful  valley  bathed  in  sunshine 
—so  much  so  that  only  where  a  bluff  intervened, 
and  threw  its  shadow  across  the  river,  was  there 
any  use  in  trying.  On  arriving  at  one  of  these 
places,  which  Ole  intimated  must  be  our  upper- 
most limit  for  that  day,  the  water  looked  so  clear 
and  comparatively  quick-flowing  that  we  thought 
well  to  replace  the  minnows  with  flies — a  double 
Silver  Doctor  and  a  Namsen.  The  head  of  this 
cast  was  too  shallow,  and  nothing  showed  in  if; 
but  a  little  way  down  the  stream  passed  jover  a 
submerged  ledge  of  rock,  on  the  lower  side  of. 
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which  the  water  was  much  deepei'.and  along  which, 
it  soon  became  evident,  the  fish  lay.  First  of  all, 
the  Namsen  scored  with  a  handsome  15-pounder, 
which  fortunately  elected  to  rush  down-stream  the 
moment  he  was  hooked,  and  right  out  into  the  sun- 
shine, where  he  disported  himself  to  admiration, 
prettynearlyhis  every  movement  beingvisible  from 
the  boat.  Then,  as  we  once  more  essayed  the  same 
spot  and  the  flies  di-opped  over  the  ledge,  a  fish 
dashed  wildly  at  the  "  Doctor,"  sending  the  water 
flying  all  round,  missed  with  his  mouth  but  got 
hooked  foul.  A  nice  dance  he  led  us  before  the 
gafli  transferred  him  from  his  native  element  to 
terra  firma,  but  like  his  immediate  predecessor,  he 
also  elected  to  play  in  the  open,  and  amiably 
refrained  from  disturbing  the  water  upon  which 
the  shadow  of  the  friendly  bluff  still  lay.  As  a 
result  of  this  considerate  behaviour  on  his  part, 
we  were  enabled  to  seduce  two  more  salmon  (151b. 
and  211b.)  from  their  comfortable  quarters  beneath 
the  ledge,  before  the  sun  came  round  the  corner ; 
to  say  nothing  of  a  grilse,  which,  by  its  violent 
antics,  effectually  destroyed  any  chance  that 
might  have  remained. 

Having  duly  admired  our  eight  fine  fish,  and 
covered  them  over  with  fresh  bracken  as  a  protec- 
tion against  the  heat  of  the  sun,  we  started  on  the 
return  journey,  all  greatly  elated  with  the  night's 
sport.  Prior  to  pushing  off,  however,  we  shipped 
a  fourth  individual,  who  was  fated  later  on  to 
exercise  an  unfortunate  influence  on  our  fortunes. 
This  was  Ole's  dog  Jeppe,  one  of  the  regular 
Norwegian  type,  whose  tails  never,  under  the  most 
depressing  circumstances,  deviate  from  a  com- 
plete upward  circle,  whose  ears  are  always 
cocked,  and  whose  coats — even  in  the  height 
of  summer,  are  invariably  of  enormous  thick- 
ness. No  doubt  he  had  wandered  off  from 
his  owner's  house  (which  we  passed  on  the  way 
up)  in  order  to  have  a  bit  of  sport  on  his  own 
account,  and  probably  hearing  his  master's  voice 
when  excited  over  the  capture  of  a  fish,  he  elected 
to  join  our  party.  When  in  the  boat,  however,  he 
would  not  remain  still,  got  mixed  up  with  a 
phantom  minnow,  and  made  himseK  such  a 
nuisance  that  it  was  determined  he  should  be 
shunted.  There  remained  one  more  spot  which 
we  had  not  tried  on  the  way  up,  where  it  appeared 
there  was  still  a  chance  if  we  got  there  before  the 
tide  began  to  affect  it.  On  arriving  there,  there- 
fore, and  in  order  to  make  the  best  of  the  time, 
Ole  walked  off  home  with  the  dog,  leaving  us  to 
fish  the  pool  with  young  Johan  as  oarsman.  The 
place  was  deep,  slow  flowing,  and  by  no  means 
attractive;  but  it  was  destined  to  afford  the 
excitement  of  a  by  no  means  uneventful  day.  We 
fished  it  over  without  a  stir  of  anything,  and, 
having  taken  in  one  rod,  were  about  to  do  likewise 
with  the  other,  when  the  top  of  the  latter  was 
slowly  bent,  and,  on  picking  it  up,  there  was  a 
dead  pull  suggestive  of  nothing  but  the  bottom  or 
a  snag.  In  this  we  were  confirmed  by  our  youthful 
boatman,  who  said  that  somewhere  close  by  there 
was  a  sunken  pine  root  on  which  he  had  known 
his  father  foul  his  line  on  several  previous 
occasions,  and  as  no  strain  that  we  could  apply 
with  the  rod  had  the  smallest  effect,  we  proceeded 
to  put  the  boat  over  the  supposed  obstacle,  in 
order  to  get  a  straight  pull,  and  save  as  much 
of  the  gear  as  possible.  Catching  hold  of  the 
line  close  to  the  water,  we  held  on,  the  gentle 
downstream  motion  of  the  boat  communicating 
a  steady  drag,  that  seemed  certainly  bound  to 
effect  a  disconnection  in  some  form  or  another 
very  quickly.  But  suddenly  the  line  was 
Wrenched  away  fmost  fortunately,  no  hitch 
occurring),  the  reel  revolved  at  terrific  speed, 
and  we  realised  that,  instead  of  a  snag,  we  were 
fast  in  a  very  heavy  salmon.  For  a  good 
quarter  of  an  hour  he  travelled  all  over  the 
place,  never  remaining  still  for  an  instant,  and 
never  approaching  the  surface,  Johan  being  hard 
put  to  it  in  order  to  keep  up  with  his  move- 
ments, over  which,  owing  to  his  great  strength, 
we  had  no  control.  At  the  end  of  that  time  Ole 
turned  up,  and  promptly  realising  the  position  of 
affairs,  yelled  an  urgent  desire  to  come  on  board 
again,  a  desire  which,  it  need  hardly  be  said,  was 
fully  shared  by  his  son  and  by  ourselves.  An 
effort  was  made  with  that  object ;  but  just  as  we 
had  got  within  a  couple  of  yards  of  the  rock  on 
which  the  excited  Ole  was  balancing  himself,  pre- 
pwatory  to  making  a  spring,  the  fish  started  off  in 
nwst  determined  fashionfortheopposite  bank,  and 
we  had  to  follow  at  best  speed.   Then  he  shot  off 


down  stream,  and  the  opportunity  of  obtaining 
effective  assistance  was  lost.  After  travelling  for 
about  a  (juarter  of  an  English  mile  in  his  wake  in 
most  erratic  fashion  we  encountered  the  tide,  and 
as  a  long  stretch  of  brimming  waterway  extended 
below  devoid  of  obstacles  of  any  sort,  we  began 
to  entertain  hopes  of  an  ultimately  successful 
issue  to  the  adventure ;  but,  singularly  enough 
under  the  circumstances,  our  friend  evinced  no 
desire  to  return  to  salt-water,  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  investigated  the  altered  conditions,  made  a 
"  volte  face  "  and  began  the  return  journey  up- 
stream. 

The  sun  was  now  very  hot,  and  a  strong  breeze 
blew  down  the  valley,  which,  meeting  the  volume 
of  water  pressed  up  from  the  fjord,  created  quite 
a  nasty  little  "  sea,"  while  the  fish's  eccentric 
mode  of  progi-ession — a  series  of  fierce  rushes — 
made  the  work  still  harder  for  Johan.  At 
intervals  we  could  hear  his  worthy  father 
struggling  through  the  brushwood  on  shore, 
anathematising  everything  he  could  think  of  in 
fluent  Norsk — the  dog  which  had  brought  about 
his  absence  from  the  boat  he  was  now  trying  his 
best  to  reach,  the  innumerable  obstacles  that 
interfered  with  his  progress,  the  cussedness  of  the 
fish  we  had  hooked ,  the  heat,  the  flie  s,  his  inability  to 
find  another  boat  with  which  to  join  us,  and  so  on. 
All  this  was  amusing  enough  to  recall  afterwards, 
but  at  the  time  we  were  far  too  much  occupied 
in  "  holding  on "  to  appreciate  the  humour 
thereof.  To  make  a  long  story  short  the  salmon 
succeeded  in  making  his  way  back  to  the  very 
point  from  which  he  started,  and  we — after  many 
hairbreadth  escapes  from  being  run  out — in 
following  him.  A  couple  of  hours'  hard  travelling 
had  told  its  tale,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction  of 
forcing  him  to  the  surface  once  and  getting  a 
glimpse  of  his  huge  proportions.  It  was  the  last 
and  only  one,  however,  for  in  spite  of  our  most 
strenuous  endeavours  he  managed  to  get  back  to 
the  abominable  snag,  beside  which  he  had  no 
doubt  been  lying,  and  broke  away. 

Thus  with  a  great  disaster  ended  a  fine 
morning's  sport  upon  a  piece  of  water  which  at 
that  time — nearly  thirty  years  ago — might  have 
been  leased  for  £10  a  year.  As  it  is  a  portion  of 
"  a  famous  river  "  the  rent  is  now  a  stiff  one,  even 
for  Norway ;  moreover,  the  fjord  is  now  full  of 
bagnets,  and  a  day  such  as  the  one  crudely 
described  above  is  absolutely  unknown. 

"  RUGDB." 

fTo  he  continued.) 


A  TARPON  ANGLEE  AND  ARTIST. 


Mr.  Rowland  Ward,  F.Z.S.,  166,  Piccadilly, 
is  showing  some  pictures  of  tarpon  by  Mr. 
Mielatz,  an  angler  and  artist.  Mr.  Mielatz  com- 
bines the  painter,  eteher,  and  lithographer  with 
all  the  enthusiasm  of  the  thorough  sportsman. 
In  the  spring  of  1897  Mr.  Mielatz  made  a  yachting 
trip  along  the  coast  of  Florida,  dividing  his  time 
between  shooting,  fishing,  and  painting.  Here  it 
was  that  he  first  became  acquainted  with  the 
tarpon,  and  proved  himself  the  keen  sportsman 
he  is  by  landing  over  thirty  of  them  for  his  first 
season.  He  could  have  caught  twice  as  many,  but 
a  great  deal  of  his  time  was  given  up  to  making 
studies  and  sketches  from  life  of  the  tarpon.  A 
small  houseboat  was  secured  and  fitted  up  as  a 
studio.  A  scaffolding  was  erected  at  one  end  for 
hauling  up  and  posing  a  tarpon — no  easy  matter 
to  pose  a  fish  weighing  over  1001b.  Some  of  the 
sketches  were  made  by  Mr.  Mielatz  from  tai-pon 
fresh  from  the  water,  when  their  colours  were 
still  marvellously  bright  with  opalescent  flashes, 
and  the  fins,  &c.,  retained  all  the  rich  hues  of  life. 
His  study  of  a  king  fish  hooked  in  the  Gulf 
Stream  is  from  a  fish  fresh  caught.  It  is  this 
conscientious  working  out  of  details  on  the  spot 
that  gives  his  pictures  their  brilliant  colouring. 
To  us  here  in  dingy  London  such  colours  seem 
false,  but  the  real  fact  is,  as  anyone  knows  who 
has  seen  a  tarpon  freshly  caught  and  the  indigo 
blue  waters  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  all  the  colours 
are  really  toned  down. 

One  of  Mr.  M.'s  pictures  represents  some  tarpon 
blowing  in  a  pool  up  the  Caloosahatchie  river 
after  sunset,  representing,  as  it  does,  the  quiet 
stillness  of  the  scene,  with  the  smooth  surface  of 
the  water  broken  heie  and  there  by  tarpon 
curving  quiety  out  and  in,  with  the  peculiar 
puffing  sound  so  well  known  to  the  tarpon  angler. 


These  etchings  are  the  forerunners  of  a  set  of 
about  a  dozen,  which  Mr.  Mielatz  is  preparing  for 
an  art  book  on  the  subject  of  Angling  in  Florida. 
It  is  his  intention  to  combine  tport  and  art  in  this 
book 

At  Captiva  Pass,  in  Florida,  where  Mr.  Mielatz 
spent  several  weeks  on  the  yacht  Decoy  angling 
for  tarpon,  and  then  using  them  as  models,  he 
met  with  several  most  interesting  adventures. 
One,  in  which  a  loft,  shark  figured,  was  a  great 
dramatic  success  from  the  artistic,  but  a  decided 
failure  from  the  sporting,  point  of  view,  as  the 
said  15ft.  shark,  after  a  most  exciting  chase,  in 
which  the  boat  was  nearly  upset  several  times, 
stole  a  magnificent  tarpon,  taking  it  in  in  two 
bites,  although  the  tarpon  was  close  on  7ft.  long. 
Another  time  Mr.  Mielatz  had  caught  his  tarpon, 
and,  having  passed  a  rope  through  his  gills,  was 
towing  him  ashore  to  use  as  a  model,  when  there 
was  a  heavy  jerk,  which  stopped  the  row-boat, 
throwing  Mr.  M.  and  the  guide  down.  On  getting 
up,  and  looking  behind,  the  water  was  seen  stained 
with  blood,  while  twisting  around  in  the  current 
at  the  rope's  end  was  seen  the  tarpon's  head,  with  a 
few  shreds  of  skin  hanging  from  it,  the  water 
gurgling  through  the  mouth  and  out  through  the 
throat,  now  wide  open.  Mielatz  did  not  paint 
that  day,  for  he  had  no  model,  and,  to  tell  the 
truth,  he  had  no  desire  to  paint  or  angle  for 
models,  for  the  shadow  of  evil,  in  the  shape  of 
some  large  shark,  had  come  too  near  for  comfort 
of  mind. 

However,  one  gets  used  to  everything,  and 
after  a  while  it  became  on  some  days  so  custom- 
ary, this  playing  hide  and  seek  with  sharks  in  an 
endeavour  to  get  the  tarpon  ashore  before  the 
shark  got  it,  that  it  created  but  little  comment. 

It  is  amusing  to  see  Mr.  Mielatz  start  off 
in  his  boat  with  : 

1.  Art  side — palette,  paint  box,  easel,  brushes, 
&c. 

2.  Sport  side — tarpon  rod,  reel,  hooks,  gaff,  &c. 
When   he  gets  his  first  tarpon  ashore,  then 

comes  the  struggle  between  his  artistic  and 
sporting  temperaments.  Up  goes  the  easel  on 
the  beach  and  the  umbrella,  the  tarpon  is  posed, 
gleaming  and  glistening  like  a  big  jewelled 
work,  and  for  a  while  all  goes  well  ;  then 
Mielatz's  eyes  would  wander  off  over  the  waters 
of  the  Pass.  A  tarpon  or  two  would  appear, 
puff,  curve  over,  and  disappear.  Mielatz  would 
move  restlessly  and  resume  his  painting.  Again 
his  eyes  would  wander  over  the  Pass  ;  this  time 
perhaps  a  dozen  tarpon  would  appear  simulta- 
neously. This  would  prove  too  much  for  Mielatz, 
who,  leaving  his  easel,  umbrella,  brushes,  &c.,  on 
the  beach,  would  call  the  guide,  jump  into  the  boat, 
and  hurry  out  to  see  if  he  could  not  get  another  of 
the  big  chaps.  That  he  did  this  with  success  at 
times  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  on  one  day  he 
landed  five  tarpon  to  his  one  rod.  It  is  this  mixture 
of  the  artist  and  sportsman  which  makes  Mielatz 
such  an  interesting  personality.  A  favourite  with 
all  who  know  him,  he  is  acknowledged  by  artists 
to  be  one  of  the  most  promising  of  American 
painters,  etchers,  and  lithographers ;  by  sports- 
men he  is  acknowledged  to  be  thoroughly  "  one 
of  them.'' 


MESSRS.  HARDY'S  NEW  EDITION 
OF  THEIR  CATALOGUE. 


We  have  so  often  referred  at  length  to  this 
excellent  catalogue,  and  pointed  out  that  it  con- 
tains practical  bints  on  angling,  that  it  is  only 
necessary  to  refer  briefly  to  a  few  of  the  new. 
features  in  the  new  edition. 

In  the  first  place,  there  are  many  new  illustra- 
tions in  those  pages  devoted  to  articles  on  fishing 
of  all  kinds ;  in  fact,  they  appear  to  be  all  new, 
and  we  hope  Messrs.  Hardy  will  later  on  lend  us 
one  or  two  of  the  very  attractive  fishing  views. 

Another  improvement,  and  one  sure  to  be 
greatly  appreciated,  is  that,  in  the  new  full  pages 
of  flies,  tackle,  etc.,  the  actual  sizes  are  given  and 
the  references  in  the  text  made  to  coiTespond 
with  each  illustration.  This  is  far  better  than 
trusting  to  ordinary  by-numbers,  since  the 
different  scales  of  numbers  in  use  are  so  utterly 
confusing.  Then,  again,  if  you  want  to  order  one 
of  Hardy's  capital  "Crocodile"  spinners  for 
spinning  a  natural  bait,  you  have  on  the 
plate  facing  p.  127  photographic  reproduce 
tions    of    the    actual   sizes    (five)    in  which 
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the  spmner  is  made,  from  No.  4,  2in.,  for 
minnow  spinning  for  trout  and  perch,  up  to  No.  1, 
•whicli  takes  a  4iin.  dace  for  pike  fishing.  The 
same  applies  to  the  plates  of  prawn  tackles  (facing 
p.  128),  Hardy's  "  Wobblers,"  for  wobbling  a  bait; 
the  original  pattern  of  this  is  as  old  as  they  make 
them,  but  was  "perfected  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Earl  Cairns,"  and  it  is  certainly  much  improved. 
Then  the  illustrations  of  salmon  and  trout  flies 
show  the  actual  sizes.  These  plates  are  so  useful 
that  we  shall  have  a  set  framed  for  reference. 

Illustrations  are  given  of  Messrs.  Hardy's  new 
patterns  of  rods,  reels,  &c.,  which  we  noticed 
recently,  and  which  can  be  seen  at  their  exhibit  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium.  Their  guinea  greenheart 
fly  rod  can  now  be  had  with  a  cork  handle,  and 
either  stiif,  whippy,  or  medium  action.  It  is  a 
first-rate  rod,  and  has  given  great  satisfaction. 

This  is  much  the  best  list  Messrs.  Hardy  have 
produced,  and  that  is  saying  a  great  deal. 


MR.  J.  OGDEN  SMITH'S  EXHIBIT 

AT  THE 

FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 


Although  his  show  is  not  a  large  one  we  had 
no  intention  of  overlooking  it  in  our  notice  of  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition  the  other  day,  and  we  have 
much  pleasure  in  now  calling  special  attention  to 
it  (his  address  is  9,  London-road,  Twickenham). 
As  a  rule,  an  angler  feels  mistrust  of  any  general 
rod  made  to  do  for  different  kinds  of  fishing,  and 
our  experience  of  these  rods,  until  we  tried  Mr. 
Ogden  Smith's,  was  not  encouraging.  But  after 
twelve  months'  trial  of  his  three  guinea  Combina- 
tion, making  up  into  twelve  rods,  or,  rather,  rods 
for  twelve  kinds  of  fishing,  we  can  thoroughly 
recommend  it,  especially  to  the  angler  who  is 
going  to  some  district  where  he  does  not  know 
whether  fly  fishing,  or  coarse  fishing,  or  sea 
fishing,  or  pike  fishing  will  offer  most  attractions. 
With  Mr.  Ogden  Smith's  "Combination"  he  is 
ready  for  any  fresh  or  salt  water  fish  (except 
salmon  with  the  fly),  from  salmon  to  smelts. 

For  spinning  from  the  Nottingham  reel  we 
have  never  used  a  better  rod  than  the  pike  rod  in 
this  combination,  and  it  is  a  perfect  pleasure  to 
fish  with  it,  so  light  that,  after  eight  hours' 
spinning,  you  feel  no  wrist  ache,  and  yet  so 
powerful  that  it  makes  long  casts  withoiit  a  sign 
of  strain.  Mr.  Ogden  Smith  makes  all  the  rods 
of  whole  cane,  with  greenheart  tops,  with  cork 
handles  to  the  butts,  and  will  make  the  two  fly 
rods  to  suit  individual  requirements,  as  nearly  as 
possible.  Except  for  fly  fishing  for  salmon,  we 
should  feel  safe  in  fishing  for  any  fish  with  this 
handy  combination  rod. 

At  25s.  he  makes  another  good  combination, 
making  up  into  rods  for  six  styles  of  fishing, 

A  novelty  worth  the  attention  of  cyclists  is  Mr. 
Smith's  Bicycle  and  Pocket  Rod  for  fly-fishing, 
and  ditto  for  general  fishing,  at  £1  Is.  His 
Thames  Trout  Rod  at  25s.,  and  whole  cane  Punt 
Rod,  at  63.,  can  be  recommended.  An  ingenious 
addition  to  the  shoulder  strap  for  the  pannier  is 
worth  noting.  Being  a  practical  angler  himself, 
Mr.  Ogden  Smith  soon  gains  his  customer's 
confidence,  and  keeps  it. 


SLATER'S     ALUMINIUM  ALLOY 
SALMON  AND  TROUT  REELS. 


Mr.  Slatee,  of  Newark  (now  exhibiting  at  the 
Westminster  Royal  Aquarium),  is  now  making 
his  celebrated  "  Combination  Nottingham  and 
Ordinary "  reels  partly  in  aluminium  alloy  and 
partly  in  gunmetal,  the  bearings  and  running 
parts  being  of  the  latter  metal.  This  makes  a 
very  strong,  light  reel,  and  the  price  is  about  the 
same  as  the  ordinary  reels. 

Mr.  Slater  sends  us  a  reel  he  made  specially 
some  years  ago  for  a  very  good  salmon  angler, 
Mr.  Reginald  Corbet.  It  is  a  5in.  "  Combination 
Nottingham  and  Ordinary "  reel,  made  of  brass 
and  ebonite,  with  ordinary  optional  check  action, 
and  there  is  a  separate  silent  check  also.  You 
turn  a  screw  on  the  back  of  the  reel  until  you 
have  the  amount  of  stiffness  you  want.  When 
both  checks  are  taken  oft'  the  reel  runs  freely,  and 
can  be  used  for  casting  from  in  the  ordinary  way 
or  for  letting  a  long  line  run  off  the  reel.  In 
Bending  this  reel  back  to  Mr.  Slater  in  order  to 


have  another  made  on  the  same  lines,  slightly 
modified,  Mr.  Corbet  says  it  has  given  him  every 
satisfaction,  and  adds  :  "  My  reels  get  pretty  hard 
work.  I  killed  in  the  North  of  Norway  last  year, 
in  six  weeks,  over  30001b.  of  salmon  with  this 


reel;  and  on  two  separate  days  seventeen  salmon, 
averaging  2l5lb.,  and  fifteen  on  another. ' 

This  is  very  high  testimony  to  the  good  work  in 
the  reel,  which  is  practically  as  good  as  ever.  Of 
course,  the  teeth  of  the  cog-wheel  show  some 
signs  of  wear  after  killing  so  many  fish,  but  will 
last  a  long  time  yet. 


CARTER  AND  CO.'S  NOVELTIES. 


The  accompanying  illustration  is  a  novelty  of 
Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  of  137,  St.  John-street 
Road.  In  our  notice  of  the  Fisheries  Exhibition 
of  March  18  we  said  :  "  Another  novelty  is  their 
trout  reel  in  aluminium — very  strong  shape — the 
cheapest  reel  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  seen. 
Such  a  reel  would  have  been  £5  a  few  years  ago. 


before  aluminium  dropped  so  in  price."  This 
aluminium  trout  reel  has  gun-metal  spindle  and 
fittings.  The  two  side  bars  are  revolving;  the 
friction  of  line  over  bars  when  playing  fish  is  thus 
minimised.  Weight,  about  3oz. ;  size,  2i'm. 
Price,  8s.  6d. 

We  also  said  on  March  18  :  "  Now  that  special 
wire  reel  lines  are  being  used  and  advocated  by 
some  members   of    the  British  Sea  Anglers' 


Society,  it  has  become  necessary  to  enlarge  the 
revolving  wheel  in  the  pulley  arrangement  at  the 
end  of  the  top  joint,  and  this  Messrs.  Carter  have 
done."  It  is  called  the  "  Big  Wheel  "  sea  loop, 
made  specially  for  use  with  wire  lines.  The 
pulley  wheel  is  somewhat  larger  than  a  shilling 
piece,  and,  being  countersunk,  hitching  of  line  is 
impossible.  The  loop  is  so  made  that  it  adjusts 
itself  to  any  direction  the  line  takes. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Those  who  wet'e  present  at  the  annual  dinner  held  on 
the  20th  ult.,and  heard  the  late  Dr.  Brunton  lead  off 

Anld  Lang  Sjne,"  in  accordance  with  his  usual  custom, 
little  imagined  that  ere  the  week  had  closed  their  old 
colleague  would  have  passed  away.  From  information 
imparted  to  Monday's  meeting,  it  would  seem  that  the 
Doctor  was  taken  with  an  apoplectic  seizure  on  Friday 
afternoon  last,  after  returning  from  visiting  his  patients/ 
A  bloodvessel  on  the  brain  subsequently  burst,  and  haf 
was  hardly  conscious  up  to  the  time  when  death  ensued 
on  the  neit  day  (Saturday).  This  sad  intelligence  cast  % 
gloom  over  the  members  assembled  under  the  chairmau-j 
ship  of  Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell.  Only  a  couple  of  weei 
previously  the  Doctor  had  contributed  an  interesting 
paper  on  the  Uxbridge  Fishery,  taking,  as  he  did,  an* 
absorbing  interest  in  the  new  acquisition.  His  popularity 
was  undoubted,  his  kindness  and  frankness  of  disposition 
rendering  him  a  great  favourite  with  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  His  courtesy  was  acknowledged  on  all 
hands,  for  never  was  he  happier  than  when  he  wag 
imparting  information  to  the  younger  members  of  the 
society — information  which  it  had  taken  him  years  of 
thought,  study,  and  observation  to  get  together.  As  an 
amiable  compinion  he  had  few  who  could  surpass  him,  and 
many  will  have  cause  to  regret  not  only  the  loss  of  a  brother 
piscatorial,  but  of  a  true  and  genuine  friend  also.  His 
counsel  and  advice,  always  at  the  disposal  of  the  society, 
proved  of  invaluable  assistance,  for  his  lifelong  experience 
as  an  angler  gave  him  that  insight  into  all  that  pertains  to 
angling  which  stamped  him  as  an  authority  on  many 
branches  of  Walton's  favourite  pastime.  The  area  of  his 
piscatorial  knowledge  was  extensive,  although  as  a  fly 
fisher  of  the  wet  school  he  perhaps  shone  most  brilliantly. 
Ab  a  raconteur  he  was  invariably  amneiog  and  entertain- 
ing, possessing,  as  he  did,  a  rare  fund  of  humour.  His 
perceptive  faculties  were  exceptionally  strong  and  dia* 
cerning,  added  to  which  his  judgment  was  sound,  true, 
and  to  be  relied  upon.  By  his  untimely  decease  under 
such  peculiarly  sad  circumstances  the  society  has  had 
removed  from  its  ranks  one  whose  place  it  will  ha 
impossible  adequately  to  fill.  It  was  no  matter  for 
surprise,  therefore,  that  the  members  condoled  most 
sincerely  with  Mrs.  Brunton  and  the  family  in  their 
untoward  bereavement.  Very  tiad  and  sympathetic 
reference  was  made  to  the  event  by  Mr.  R.  C. 
Blundell  and  the  chairman  of  the  late  dinner,  Mr.  C. 
Butler,  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the  doctor 
for  many  years  past.  The  society  were  represented  at  the 
funeral,  the  members  being  anxious  to  pay  this  last 
tribute  of  respect  to  one  whom  they  knew  and  esteemed 
so  well  as  a  friend,  colleague,  and  adviser. 

Next  Monday  being  Bank  Holiday  there  will  be  no- 
meeting.   The  water  on  the  Ver  having  been  disposed  of, 
it  will  no  longer  be  available  for  members  to  fish.  A  post- 
card to  this  effect  will  have  been  duly  received  from  the 
hon.  secretary.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  our  ordinary  meeting  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  occupied  the 
chair.  The  occasion  was  a  sad  one,  as  it  had  to  be 
recorded  on  the  minutes  that  we  had  lost  one  of  our 
honorary  and  honoured  members,  in  the  person  of  Dr. 
John  Brunton,  M.A.,  M.D.  He  attended  the  previous 
meeting  of  the  society,  and  was  attending  to  hiS' 
professional  duties  on  last  Friday,  but  was  taken  ill  during 
the  evening,  and  died  on  the  Saturday  evening.  He  haa 
always  been  a  very  good  friend  to  the  Gresham,  and  I  am 
certain  that  every  member  will  mourn  his  loss.  A  deputa- 
tion will  represent  the  society  at  the  funeral,  which  takes 
place  to-day  (Wednesday),  at  Finchley  Cemetery.  The 
angling  world  in  general,  and  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  in  particular,  have  lost  a  good  and  honest  angler, 
and  angling  writer.  Requiescat  in  pace.  Members  are 
reminded  that  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
April  25,  when  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Biokerdyke") 
wUl  preside.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  applications  for 
tickets  as  early  as  possible.   Alex.  Weight  (Hon.  Sec). 


THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER.  ' 

The  river  keepers  and  those  who  assist  them  in  the  good 
work  of  preserving  and  watching  over  the  Thames,  in  the 
interests  of  anglers,  between  Richmond  and  the  City  Stone' 
at  Staines  were,  in  accordance  with  the  annual  custom, 
entertained  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
on  Thursday  night,  the  festive  gathering  taiing_  place  in 
the  Prince's  Room  of  the  Criterion  Restaurant,  Piccadilly. 
Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  chairman  of  the  soc'ety,  pre- 
sided, and  the  vice-chairs  were  occupied  by  Messrs.  F. 
Berry  and  T.  Crumplen.  Letters  of  regret  and  absence 
were  announced  from  the  president  (Mr.  H.  L.  W, 
Lawson),  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett,  Mr.  R.B.  Marston  (editor 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette),  and  others.  The  latter  gentleman, 
with  his  usual  kindness,  sent  a  consignment  of  pipes  for 
the  men,  these  were  handed  to  them  during  the  evening 
by  Mr.  W.  Douglas,  head  keeper.  Among  those  present 
were:  Messrs.  C.  E.  Nuthall,  J.P.,  J.  H.  Gough  (secre- 
tary Thames  Conservancy),  G.  J.  Chatterton,  A.  Price, 
A.  Nuthall,  jun.,  Pincott  Hill,  W.  H.  Elsmore,  J.  Hough,, 
G.  J.  Shepherd,  F.  Berry,  A.  R.  Matthews  (the  Angler), 
W.  Mardsden  Smith,  S.  Shum,  W.  Meakin,  G.  Tagg,  W. 
Back,  J.  Sandbrook,  W.  H.  Brewer,  W.  H.  Holland, 
F.  Walker,  A.  Weston,  W.  Dongworth,  J.  McDermotfc,: 
J.  F.  Marchant,  &c.  The  keepers,  lockmen,  and  Conser-. 
vancy  officials  present  included:  Messrs.  W.  Douglaa 
(Hampton  Wick),  J.  Johnston  (Kingaton),  J.  Knight 
(Kingston),  H.  Buttery  (Thames  Ditton),  W.  Milbourne 
(Hampton  Court),  B.  Rosewell  (Halliford),  G.  Rosewell 
(Shepperton),  H.  Curr  (Weybridge),  A.  Harris  (Laleham), 
C.  Hone  (Staines),  A.  Pryo  (Walton),  B.  Clark  (Sunbnry), 
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G.  J.  Eongh,  sen.,  G.  J.  Rough,  jun.,  J.  Barker,  W. 
Marsh  (Chertsey  Look),  Wilson  (Sunbury  Look),  Walters 
(Teddington  Lock),  Steve  (Shepperton  Lock),  Delany  and 
Fielder  (Brentford). 

In  proposing  the  usual  loyal  toast,  which  was  heartily 
received,  the  Chairman,  referring  to  the  Duke  of  York's 
viiit  to  the  Dee  for  the  salmon  fishing,  said  they  all  very 
much  regretted  to  hear  that  Hie  Eoyal  Highness  was 
_eiiowed  np,  and,  so  far,  had  not  been  able  to  follow  the 
sport.  The  Chairman  next  gave  the  health  of  Mr.  J.  H. 
Gongh,  secretary  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  remarking 
that  he  was  delighted  to  see  him  among  them  once  again. 
(Applause.)  Mr.  Gough  not  only  held  a  high  position  in 
connection  with  that  board,  bnt  was  a  true  friend  to  all 
anglers.  (Applause.)  He  took  a  greit  interest  in  the 
Thames  fieheries  (applause),  and  he  sincerely  hoped  he 
would  always  honour  them  by  his  presence  at  their 
gatherings. 

llr.  GoTJGH,  in  responding,  thanked  those  present  for 
their  kind  reception,  and  said  it  always  gave  him  great 
pleasure  to  meet  the  T.A.P.S.  reprefentatives.  It  was 
also  very  pleasing  for  him  to  meet  his  colleagues  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  and  the  keepers  and  fiehermen  on 
the  river.  (Applause.)  He  had  known  some  of  them  for 
a  good  many  years.  As  secretary  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy, he  could  assure  them  that  the  conservators 
took  much  interest  in  the  fishery  of  their  great  national 
river,  and  when  he  (Mr.  Gough)  received  from  the 
T.A.P.S.,  through  Mr.  Higgins,  any  communication  with 
reference  to  the  fishery,  everything  they  asked  for  was  so 
intensely  reasonable  that  the  conservators  were  only  too 
delighted  to  give  them  their  help.  (Applause.)  The 
society  recently  had  expressed  their  opinion  that  it  thought 
the  cast  net  was  being  used  too  much.  The  society  con- 
Bidered  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  live  bait  to  various 
parts  of  the  ccontry  the  river  was  being  depleted.  He 
(Mr.  Gough)  spoke  to  Sir  P.  Dixon  Hartland,  M.P.,  their 
chairman,  on  the  subject,  and  he  at  once  agreed  that  it 
would  be  a  desirable  thing  to  have  the  cast  net  restricted. 
The  society  suggested  that  it  should  be  used  by  profes- 
eional  fishermen  only,  because  they  could  rely  upon  them, 
and  so  the  use  of  the  net  had  bean  confined  to  such  river 
keepers  as  were  registered  professional  fishermen. 
(Applause.)  He  believed  that  it  would  be  to  their  great 
advantage  to  maintain  a  good  head  of  fish  in  the  river 
and  give  continued  sport  to  the  anglers  growing  up  with 
that  society.  (Applause.)  Continuing,  Mr.  Gough  said 
that  Sir  Dixon  Hartland,  who  was  a  most  active  and  popular 
member  of  Parliament,  had,  in  his  examination  recently 
before  the  Eoyal  Commission  on  the  London  water  supply, 
told  them  that  the  conservators  had  in  contemplation  a  pro- 
posal for  the  re-stocking  of  the  Thames  with  salmon  trout. 
The  matter  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  board,  and 
the  conservators  were  in  eommunicition  with  some  very 
influential  gentlemen  who  also  had  the  same  object  at 
heart ;  and  he  might  tell  them  that  there  were  proposals 
to  breed  in  the  Upper  Thames,  then  to  take  them  into  the 
tideway  when  they  had  attained  a  certain  size,  with  the 
hope  that  they  would  return  to  that  portion  of  the  river. 
(Applause  j  He  could  assure  them  that  the  Conservancy 
would  always  endeavour  to  promote  the  interests  of 
angling  and  the  interest  of  lovers  of  that  important 
sport,  from  Twickenham  up  to  Crioklads ;  and  they  could 
rest  assured  he  should  have  much  pleasure  in  assisting 
them  at  all  times.  (Applause.)  Eefeiring  to  the  Con- 
servancy men,  he  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  way  in  which 
they  carried  out  their  work,  especially  mentioning  Mr. 
Eough  ;  and  said  they  bad  got  a  very  high  class  and  trust- 
worthy body  of  men  looking  after  the  river,  ( Hear,  hear  ) 
He  also  thought  the  Thames  fishermen  were  a  very  highly 
respectible  and  honest  body  of  men.  (Hear,  hear.)  As 
for  Mr.  Eongh,  he  was  one  of  the  truest  men  that  ever 
trod  shoe-leather.  (Applause.) 

The  next  toaat  was  the  toast  of  the  evening—"  Success 
to  the  Eiver  Keepers,  Lockmen,  and  Conservancy  Officials." 
Proposing  it,  the  Chairman  remarked  that  he  had  been 
known  to  many  of  them  for  over  twenty-five  years.  The 
fact  that  the  society  did  not  have  many  convictions  for 
illegal  fishing  showed  that  the  river  was  well  protected, 
and  that  the  keepers  and  those  who  assisted  them  were 
doing  their  duty.  (Hear,  hear.)  At  the  same  time,  he 
could  not  help  asking  them  to  continue  to  do  their  utmost 
to  prevent  anything  like  poaching.  The  more  they  looked 
after  the  fish,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  keepers.  They 
would  earn  more  money,  because  more  patrons  would  come 
and  fish  with  them.  He  also  urged  them  to  give  attention 
to  the  novice  angler,  and  anglers  who  fished  from  pleasure 
boats  in  the  summer,  as  they  frequently  caught  undersized 
fiah,  and  he  (Mr.  Nuthall)  had  made  many  return  them  as 
he  took  his  morning  walk  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames. 
Keferring  to  the  re-stocking  work  carried  on  by  the 
T.A.P.S.,  be  said  he  believed  the  large  specimen  roach 
which  had  been  caught  during  the  past  season  were  the  re- 
sult of  their  nettings  at  the  reservoirs.  He  was  convinced 
they  could  do  nothing  better  than  continue  to  net  those 
reservoira,  and  place  the  fish  in  the  Thames.  (Applause.) 
He  was  very  pleased  to  hear  from  Mr.  Gough  that  it  was 
on  the  lapi^  to  place  salmon  trout  in  the  Thames.  His 
old  friend,  William  Milbourne,  would  remember  the  time 
when  Prank  Buckland  said  that  he  would  wager  a  big  sum 
that  salmon  would  return  to  the  river,  and  also  tlS,t  he 
said  he  would  offer  a  prize  for  the  first  salmon  taken  in  the 
Thames.  In  his  opinion  it  would  come  to  pass  that  they 
would  see  these  fish  in  the  Thames  again— (applause) — 
bfoiuse  the  river  in  the  tidal  waters  was  becoming  cleaner 
and  purer,  as  Mr.  Rough  would  bear  him  out.  They  now 
caught  smelts  right  up  the  river,  and  that  was  an 
important  pennt  in  favour  of  the  return  of  the  salmon  to 
the  metropolitan  river.  In  view  of  the  great  work  being 
carried  on  by  the  County  Council,  Conservancy,  and  other 
bodies  to  pnrify  the  river,  he  did  not  donbt  for  one  moment 
but  that  tbcy  would  have  salmon  back  again  in  the 
Thames.  (Applause.) 


Mr.  Rough  (Thames  Conservancy)  responded,  and  said 
that  the  river  was  very  much  purer  now  than  it  had  been 
for  some  years,  while  in  the  tidal  waters  they  had  more 
fish.  The  smelts  were  on  the  increase,  and  a  gentleman 
and  his  son  who  fished  for  smelts  with  rod  and  line  at  Kew 
Bridge  had  taken  over  200  dozen  during  the  past  season. 
Little  illegal  work  was  now  going  on  on  the  river,  and  he 
was  pleased  to  say  that  all  his  men  kept  a  sharp  look-out 
with  regard  to  netting,  &c.  He  thanked  them  for  the 
kind  way  in  which  they  had  received  his  name, 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  Douglas  (head  river  keeper)  also  suitably 
acknowledged  the  toast,  and  said  he  thought  certain 
anglers  at  Kingston  who  took  so  many  fish  from  the 
Thames  might  subscribe  towards  the  T.A  P.S.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

In  eulogistic  terms  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  proposed  the 
health  of  the  Chairman,  who,  he  said,  for  many  years  had 
been  one  of  the  most  devoted  workers  in  the  cause  of  the 
Thames  preservation ;  and 

Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall  (who  was  received  with  musical 
honours),  in  reply,  said  he  hoped  to  do  in  the  future  as  he 
had  done  in  the  past  as  regarded  the  T.A.P.S. 
(Applause.) 

The  health  of  "  The  Yice-ohairman  "  having  been  heartily 
honoured, 

Mr.  C.  E.  Nuthall,  J.P.,  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Hon.  Secretary  and  Hon.  Treasurer,"  and  spoke  very 
highly  of  the  great  interest  Mr.  Higgins  took  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  The 
society  was  in  splendid  hands,  and  he  felt  certain  that  Mr. 
Higgins  would  maintain  the  prestige  it  had  gained  in  ihs 
angling  world.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Higgles  was  a  most 
kindly  and  genial  angler,  and  he  knew  of  no  one  who 
desirtd  to  forward  their  interests  and  the  interests  of 
Thames  anglers  more  than  Mr.  Higgins.  (Applause.) 

The  company  having  sung  "  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow," 

Mr.  Higgins  responded.  He  said  his  sole  desire  in 
taking  over  the  hon.  secretaryship  of  that  society  was  to 
encourage,  and,  if  possible,  improve  the  sport  in  the  river 
in  that  portion  over  which,  by  the  kindness  of  the  Con- 
servancy, they  had  (piaai  jurisdiction.  The  society  was 
striving  to  do  all  it  could  for  the  great  body  of  anglers 
and  the  professional  fishermen  who  fished  the  Thames,  and 
he  was  only  too  delighted,  he  could  assure  them,  to  do 
what  he  could  to  promote  sport  in  that  splendid  natural 
fishery.  (Applause. )  He  knew  something  about  water,  and 
something  about  angling,  and  he  was  sure  that  from  Staines 
to  below  Twickenham  they  had  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of 
water  that  Providence  could  have  endowed  them  with  for 
the  sport — the  noble  sport — which  took  them  away  from 
the  toils  and  cares  of  business,  and  tended  to  improve 
them  in  all  ways.  (Applause.)  He  should  be  only  too 
pleased  to  work  with  the  professional  fishermen,  and  to 
forward  the  common  interests  of  our  sport.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  (Mr.  Higgins)  was  assisted  by  a  splendid  executive 
committee,  the  chairman  of  which  was  their  dear  old 
friend  Mr.  Nuthall — than  whom  a  better  sportsman  never 
breathed— and  they  worked  hand  and  glove  together. 
(Applause.)  They  had  no  hole  and  corner  meetings. 
They  would  welcome  new  members.  They  wanted  to  do 
something  more  than  ma^e  a  name.  Continuing,  Mr. 
Higgins  paid  tribute  to  those  who  had  worked  for  the 
T.A.P.S.  yeais  ago,  and,  referring  to  the  Thames  as  a 
salmon  river,  said  he  did  hope  that  the  efforts  of  the  con- 
servators might  be  crowned  with  the  success  they  and  the 
T.A.P.S.  mott  heartily  desired.  As  regards  the  T.A  P.S. 's 
protest  against  the  taking  away  of  fish  for  sale  as  bait,  he 
beliaved  the  society  would  have  the  support  of  all  the 
professional  fishermen.  (Hear,  hear.)  Millions  of  fish 
were  taken  from  the  Thames  and  sold  to  the 
bait  dealers.  He  knew  that  for  a  fact  himself. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  the  fishermen  would  work  with 
him  in  his  efforts  to  improve  the  fishing  in  the  Thames, 
He  thought  there  had  been  better  results  since  trailing 
and  netting  had  been  put  down,  and  he  hoped  before  long 
that  they  would  have  some  of  the  "  beautiful  gobblers  "  off 
the  water.  (Laughter  and  hear,  hear.)  Now  the  T.A.P.S. 
had  decided  to  remove  them,  however,  lots  of  objections 
were  being  raised,  but  they  intended  to  fight  them 
honestly,  let  the  swans  belon?  to  whom  they  might. 
(Applause.)  The  Lord  Chamberlain  now  objected  because 
there  were  150  barren  swans  to  take  off  between  Tedding- 
ton and  Staines,  and  the  swanherd  had  stated  that  it 
would  cost  £100  to  house  them.  He  (Mr.  Higgins)  should 
not  be  surprised,  however,  from  inquiries  he  had  made,  if 
they  could  find  fifty  barren  swans,  and  if  they  were  to  pay 
2s.  a  week  for  each  of  these  "feathered  otters" — 
(laughter) — they  could  do  it  for  about  £30.  Mr.  Lawson, 
their  president,  had  promised  to  bear  the  cost  of  the 
removal  of  the  barren  swans,  atd  the  society  would  see 
that  the  proper  number  and  no  more  were  paid  for. 
As  regarded  the  society,  they  wanted  the  sinews  of 
war  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  he  was  very  pleased 
to  be  able  to  announce  that  Mr.  C.  E.  Nuthall 
had  that  night  promised  them  £5  5s.  (Applause.)  Mr. 
Nuthall  was  not  an  angler  himself,  but  he  was,  as  they 
knew,  one  of  those  kind  and  noble  hearted  men  who  were 
only  too  pleased  to  promote  the  interests  of  sportsmen  and 
their  fellow  men,  and  mike  happiness  wherever  they 
could.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  BuTTKRY  (Fisherman,  Thames  Ditton),  in  the 
course  of  the  proceedings,  complained  that  the  ducks — 
the  half-bred  wild  ducks — devoured  a  great  deal  of  fish 
ova  in  his  district.  They  could  dive,  and  caused  much 
harm. 

During  the  evening  there  was  an  excsUent  programme 
of  music — thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Walter  Back — 
among  the  artistes  being,  including  the  worthy  mu-ical 
director,  Messrs.  John  Sandbrook,  A.  Nuthall,  jun., 
Feversham,  Harry  Payne,  C.  E.  Nuthall,  C.  Hone,  W.  J. 
Marsh,  B.  Cox,  &o.,  and  the  proceedings  eventuiUy  closed 
with  "  God  Save  the  (^ueen,"  , 


BIRMINGHAM  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 
A  LAKGKLY  attended  meeting  of  Birmingham  fly  fisher, 
men  was  held  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel  on  Monday 
evening  last,  the  27th  ult.,  to  discuss  the  proposal  lately 
brought  forward  to  form  a  local  fly  fishers'  club.  Mr. 
Hugh  A.  N.  Smith  was  elected  to  the  chair,  and  after 
hearing  a  number  of  letters  of  apology  from  gentlemen 
unable  to  attend,  several  of  those  present  submitted  their 
views  and  suggestions  as  to  the  form  the  proposed  club 
should  take,  and,  after  considerable  discussion,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  a  club  should  be  formed  under 
the  name  of  "  The  Birmingham  Fly  Fishers'  Club,"  with 
the  object  of  furthering  the  interests  of  this  particular 
branch  of  sport  in  the  city,  and  of  acquiring,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  members,  such  suitable  waters  as  may 
come  into  the  market,  with  a  view  to  stocking  and  other- 
wise developing  the  same  to  provide  fair  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city.  It  was  also  arranged  that  a 
short  length  of  the  river  lilythe  (Staffordshire),  at  Ham' 
stall  Redware,  should  be  forthwith  leased ;  but  as  this 
particular  fishery  is  of  only  limited  extent,  it  was  thought 
desirable  that  the  rods  should  not — until  further  wat«r  is 
obtained,  for  which  negotiations  are  already  in  progress- 
exceed  twenty.  This  number  of  members  was  immediately 
enrolled  from  amongst  those  present,  and  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Hugh  Smith,  W.  S.  Pritchett,  H.  B, 
Hague,  A.  E.  Cooper,  and  W.  H.  Flint,  with  Mr.  A.  T. 
Sadler,  of  Water  Orton,  near  Birmingham,  as  secretary, 
was  elected  to  prepare  a  code  of  rules,  &c.  Mr.  Arthur 
Round,  of  Birmingham,  consented  to  act  as  honorary 
solicitor  to  the  society.  The  secretary  is  already  in 
possession  of  the  names  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  who 
wish  to  become  members  when  more  fishing  is  available, 
and  he  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  any  particulars  to  other 
fly  fishermen  who  may  be  desirous  of  adding  their  names 
to  the  list.  Hon.  Sec, 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS,  1899. 
THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY 
Announce  that  in  addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly, 
and  Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturdiy  to  Tuesday  tickets  to 
the  east  coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  district  (Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe, 
Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  &c.),  which  are 
issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  their  ether  London  aad 
suburban  stations.  They  wiU  on  Thursday,  30th  March, 
issue  special  cheap  excursion  tickets  from  London  (Liver- 
pool-street and  suburban  stations)  to  most  of  the  above 
stations;  also  to  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn, 
Fakcnham,  and  the  other  principal  stations  in  the  eastern 
counties,  and  by  the  cathedral  route  to  Lincoln,  Doncaster, 
York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scarboro',  Darlington,  New- 
castle, Berwick,  Edinboro',  Glasgow,  &c.,  and  to  Chester- 
field and  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries).  Cheap  week- 
end tickets  will  also  be  issued  on  Saturday,  1st  April,  to 
most  of  the  G.E.  country  stations.  Tickets  (both  ordinary 
and  excursion,  &c.),  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  Liver- 
pool-street station,  and  at  the  company's  West-end 
offices,  2,  Cockspur-street,  Trafalgar-square ;  51,  New 
Oxford-street;  215,  Edg ware-road  ;  and  120,  Brompton- 
road,  and  at  their  other  City  and  West-end  booking  offices. 
In  addition  to  relieving  trains,  special  trains  will  be  rnn 
from  Liverpool-street  on  Thursday,  at  8  30  a.m.,  1.35,  4.5, 
and  7.12  p.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  &c. ;  at 
1.30  p.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  &c. ;  at  1.30  and 
4.5  p.m.,  to  Walton-on-Naz9 ;  and  at  1.30,  4  5  p.m.,  and 
12.3  night  (supper  train),  to  Colchester  and  Clacton-on- 
Sea.  On  Good  Friday,  at  5  10  a.m.,  to  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  &c. ;  and  at  8.55  a.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  &c.  For  the  accommodation  of  persons  detained 
at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday,  special 
midnight  traias  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.0  for 
Norwich,  vi&  Cambridge,  and  at  12.30  for  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inter- 
mediate stations.  The  12.3  supper  cir  express  to  Col- 
chester and  Clacton  will  run  as  usual.  On  Eas':er  Monday 
special  excursion  trains  will  rnn  from  St.  Pancras  to 
Cambridge,  Ely,  and  Yarmouth,  and  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on- 
Naze,  Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.  A 
special  service  of  trains  will  be  run  from  Livei  pool-street, 
Fenchurch-street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Eye  House. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  AND  DOVER 
RAILWAYS. 
The  above  companies  announce  cheap  day  excursions  on 
Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  from  London  to  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Whitstable, 
Herne  Bay,  Deal,  Walmer,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  Aldershot, 
Gravesend,  Rochester,  Chatham,  Sheerness,  &c.  On 
Easter  Monday  frequent  special  and  ordinary  traits  will 
run  to  and  from  Holborn,  Yictorii,  Ludgate-hill,  St. 
Paul's,  and  intermediate  stations  and  the  Crystal  Palace 
(High  Level  Station).  Return  fare,  Is.  Cd.,  third  class, 
including  admission.  Special  trains  will  be  run  to  Hayes, 
Blackheath,  Greenwich,  Gravesend  (for  Rosherville 
Gardens),  ic.  The  usual  extension  of  time  for  certain 
return  tickets  during  the  holidays  will  be  allowed.  A 
cheap  Friday  to  Wednesday  excursion  leaves  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-street  at  2.45  p.m.  for  Boulogne,  and 
9.0  p.m.  for  Calais,  on  Thursday,  March  30,  and  from 
Chi.r.Dg  Cios,  Victoria,  Cannon-street,  and  Holborn  at 
9.0  a.m.  for  Calais,  on  Friday,  March  31.  A  cheap 
Situiday  to  Monday  excursion  leaves  Charing  Cross, 
Victoria,  Canoa-street,  and  Holborn,  at  9.0  a.m.  on 
Saturday,  April  1,  for  Calais,  and  Charing  Cross  and 
Cannon-street,  tt  2  45  p.m.,  for  Boulogne,  available  to 
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return  up  to  the  7.50  p  m.  Cheap  tickets  fco  Paris  will  be 
isEued,  leaving  Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Holborn,  and 
Cannon-street  via  Calais  and  Boulogne.  Tickets  available 
for  fourteen  days.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels,  via  Calais 
or  Boulogne,  will  be  issued  from  March  29  to  April  3 
from  Charing  Croa?,  Victoria,  Cannon-straet,  and  Holborn. 
Tickets  are  available  for  eight  days.  TiokttJ  will  also  be 
issued  to  Brussels,  via  Oatend,  March  29  to  April  3,  from 
Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street,  and  Holborn. 
Tickets  available  for  eight  days.  Special  day  excursions 
will  be  run  on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  and  Easter 
Monday,  leaving  Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street, 
and  Holborn  for  Calais,  and  from  Charing  Cross  for 
Boulogne.  Cheap  eight  day  tickets  to  Amsterdam, 
Arnheim,  Eotterdam,  Utrecht,  and  The  Hague  will  be 
issued  each  day  from  March  29  to  April  3  from  Victoria, 
Holborn,  St.  Paul's,  and  Herne  Hill  by  the  8.25  a.m. 
day  service  via  Queenboro'  and  Elushing.  A  special  boat 
train  will  leave  Victoria  (Chatham  and  Dover)  at  9,6  p.m. 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  before  Good  Friday  for 
Dover,  in  connection  with  the  boats  to  Calais  and  Ostend. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  was  held 
in  the  Devonshire  club-room  on  March  25.  On  May  21. 
1898,  500  well-developed  two-jeir-old  trout,  bred  and 
reared  by  the  asaociation,  were  turned  into  the  river — 
thirty-five  brace  between  the  JubUee  Bridge  and  the 
railway  station  at  Matkck  Bath,  and  the  rest  were  spread 
in  the  river  below  Cromford  Bridge — making  a  further 
valuable  addition  to  our  already  well-stocked  waters. 

The  hatching  operations  in  1898  were  very  succassful, 
and  there  are  in  the  tanks  a  grand  lot  of  yearlings,  run- 
ning from  3in.  to  7iQ.  long,  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and 
numbering  probably  about  10,000. 

There  are  also  upwards  of  1000  two-year-old  trout, 
which  are  in  perfect  condition  and  well  developed, 
running  from  Sin.  to  llin.  The  committee  have  decided 
that  none  of  these  shall  be  sjld,  but  that  all  sballle 
turned  into  the  river  on  May  20.  This  is  a  very  interesting 
operation,  and  should  be  witnessed  by  every  member  of  the 
association  who  cin  possibly  attend. 

In  consequeno?  of  the  mildness  of  the  past  winter  cur 
stock  fish  were  ready  to  spawn  much  earlier  than  in  pre- 
vious years.  We  took  our  first  lot  of  ova  on  Nov.  16,  and 
finished  spiwning  on  Dec.  14.  The  ova  was  the  finest  lot 
(so  CollinBOD,  the  keeper,  Bays)  we  have  ever  taken,  and 
filled  all  the  trays  in  the  hatchery.  This  ova  has  now  been 
hatched  out.  and  we  have  a  full  stock  of  lusty  fry, 
remarkable  for  their  size  and  strength,  which  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  our  stock  fish  have  now 
reached  the  five  to  fix  years  old  stage,  and  number  ninety- 
six. 

The  Bummer  and  autumn  cf  1898  was  not  a  good  time 
for  anglers  on  any  water,  the  early  piit  being  very  wet 
and  the  river  in  flood ;  later  it  was  very  dry,  and  the  watei' 
very  low  and  clear.  Yet,  in  spite  of  this,  average  biskets 
vrere  made  by  those  who  knew  the  water  and  its  ways, 
which  knowledge  will  soon  te  acquired  by  our  new 
members. 

During  the  past  winter  Collinson,  the  keeper,  besides 
spawning  and  superintending  the  hatching  of  the  young 
fish,  has  attended  carefully  to  the  feeding  of  our  whole 
stock,  so  that  few  have  baen  lest.  The  trees  and  bushes 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  have  been  carefully  topped  aad 
trimmed,  and  trimmering  for  any  pike  which  may  have 
found  their  way  into  our  water  has  also  been  done,  but 
very  few  have  been  caught,  principally,  I  think,  because 
there  were  few  to  catch. 

The  mtmbers  now  number  fifty,  aiid  it  is  thought  this 
should  be  the  limit,  to  prevent  the  water  being  over- 
fished. 

I  deeply  regret  to  say  that  during  the  year  we  have  lost, 
by  death,  two  of  our  old  members — Mr.  Skinner,  of 
Matlock  Bridge  (one  of  the  most  energetic  of  our  com- 
mittee), and  Mr.  Gibson,  Manchester— two  good  men,  and 
true  anglers. 

The  association  is  now  in  a  sound  and  flourishing  con- 
dition ;  finances  as  they  should  be — a  full  members'  list — 
and  water  well  stocked  with  trout  and  grayling,  which 
will  annually  be  kept  up  (from  our  own  breeding  tanks), 
and  everything  points  to  a  good  time  in  1899,  if  only  the 
clerk  of  the  weather  will  favour  us  with  settled 
conditions. 

Mr.  Mountney,  the  landlord  of  the  Holmesford  Cottage 
Inn,  has  kindly  consented  to  allow  our  members  to  fish 
his  three  meadows — below  the  Birchwood  fetream,  on 
the  west  bank — on  condition  that  they  will  ground  bait 
when  they  reach  his  hostelry. 

Henry  Cooper  (Treasurer  and  Secretary). 


"  LEST  WE  FORGET." 
Mb.  J.  Bailey  Walker,  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Alfred 
Aged  Merchants  Seamen's  Institution,  asks  us  to  insert  the 
following;  which  we  gladly  do  :  "  Throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  with  what  keen  interest  we  have  been  watching 
for  news  of  vessels  overdue,  wl ether  it  be  the  grimy  little 
coaster  which  flies  a  faded  ensign  on  Sundays  by  way  of  a 
treat,  or  the  great  and  costly  Imer  which  tears  its  way  o'er 
the  deep  like  some  huge  marine  monster,  and  what  feelings 
of  relief  we  experience  when  their  ea'e  arrival  is  announced. 
Within  the  past  week,  our  hearts  have  been  thrilled  by  the 
courage  and  devotion  to  duty  shewn  by  British  seamen  in 
the  midst  of  extreme  peril  and  danger,  such  as  that 
displayed  hy  the  crew  of  the  Cunard  Company's  s.s. 
J'rjvoii  ia,  and  our  national  pride  has  again  and  again  been 
awakened.  But  wh  vt  of  British  seamen  who  after  forty  or 
fifty  years  of  hard  and  perilous  servioa  at  sea  become  old, 
destitu'e,  and  'too  feeble  for  another  cruiser''  How 
fitting  an  expreetion  of  this  geueial  adnjjration,  if  a  help- 


ing hand  be  held  out  to  them  at  such  a  time.  H.R.H. 
The  Duke  of  York,  R.N.,  has  graciously  consented  to  pre- 
side at  a  festival  dinner  to  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  on 
Wednesday,  the  17th  May  next,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  that 
natio  jal  and  unique  Old  Sailors'  Charity,  the  Koyal  Alfred 
Aged  Merchant  Seamen's  Institution,  Oflice  :  —  58, 
Fenchurch-street,  B.C.,  and  the  committee  are  earnestly 
appealing  for  universal  and  annual  support  for  this,  '  Poor 
Jack's  List  Port.'  There  are  now  some  250  British  sea- 
men on  the  list  of  approved  applicants,  whose  ages  range 
from  sixty-five  to  ninety  years — men  upon  whom  have 
depended  the  lives  and  property  of  tens  of  thousands  of  all 
nationalities — many  of  them  left  with  nothing  but  the 
'  Royal  Alfred  Institution  '  between  them  and  the  work- 
house or  the  grave.  The  appeal  is  to  all,  and  though  it 
has  been  written  that — 

'  Our  God  and  sailor  we  alike  adore 
In  time  of  danger,  not  before  : 
The  danger  past,  both  alike  requited, 
God  is  forgotten  and  the  sailor  slighted.' 
the  committee  hope  that  this  appeal  will  not  be  in  vain." 


SALMON  AND  FRESH  WATER  FISHERIES 
ACTS,  1861  TO  1892. 
SALE  OP  FRESH  WATER  FISH. 
The  Fishmongers'  Compiny  hereby  give  public  notice 
that  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  it  is  illegal  to 
buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  pDssestian  for  sale, 
any  fresh  water  fi^h,  other  than  poUan,  trout,  char,  and 
eels,  between  March  15  and  June  15,  both  inclusive, 
subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  40j. 
By  order. 

J.  Wrench  Towse, 
Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers, 
London. 

Fishmonger's  Hall,  London  Bridge,  February,  1899, 


THE  FISHERIES  (OYSTERS,  CRABS,  AND 
LOBSTERS)  ACT,  1877. 
(40  AND  41  Vic,  Cap.  42). 
UNSEASONABLE  OYSTERS-TO  OYSTER 
PLANTERS,  &c. 
Wheeeas  under  sect.  4,  sub-sections  1  and  2  of  the 
above-mentioned  Act  of  Parliament,  the  sale  or  purchase 
of  deep  sea  oysters  betweea  the  15th  day  of  June  and  the 
4th  day  of  August,  and  the  sale  or  purchase  of  any  other 
oysters  between  the  14th  day  of  May  and  the  4:h  day  of 
August  (except  oysters  taken  within  the  waters  of  some 
foreign  State)  is  prohibited  under  ceitiin  penalties. 

The  Fishmongers'  Company  hereby  give  public  notice 
that  all  persons  contravening  the  above  Act  of  Parliament 
by  selling,  exposing  for  sale,  consigning  for  sale,  or  buying 
for  sale  oysters  as  described  in  the  above-mentioned  Act 
of  Parliament,  will  render  themselves  liable  to  be  prose- 
cuted. By  order, 

J.  Wrench  Towse, 
Clerk  of  the  Woishipful  Company  of  Fishmongers, 
London. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge,  February,  1899, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  ewvelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lowef  Thamss  —General  Remarks. — The  reports 
this  morning  (Tuesday)  are  not  very  favourable  in  regard 
to  the  commencement  of  the  trout  fishing  season,  but 
with  the  water  being  somewhat  satisfactory,  and  the 
probability  of  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather,  it  would 
not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  find  the  river  quite  ready 
for  the  anglers  on  Saturday  next,  wLijh  is  "  the  opening 
day."  I  can  remember  the  time  when  angling  for  trout 
was  permitted  by  the  bye-laws  to  begin  on  and  alter  the 
25  :h  day  of  January,  though  not  recognised  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  T.A.P.S.,  who  instead  reccmmended  the 
first  day  of  Apiilasthe  proper  and  sportsmanlike  time, 
and  in  only  one  instance  did  they  deviate  from  it,  when 
the  Easter  Holidays  commenced  at  the  end  of  March,  and 
being  so  near  the  time,  they  passed  a  resolution  per- 
mitting the  anglers  to  go  out  during  that  holiday  period. 
There  was  no  violation  of  the  law  in  doing  this,  but  after  re- 
ferring to  the  permission  in  the  angling  Press,  someone  wrote 
to  the  conservators,  and  complained  that  I  had  exceeded 
my  duty  in  getting  my  committse  to  grant  this  permission, 
I  need  scarcely  add  the  board  completely  negatived  the 
complaint,  and  attributed  it  to  the  ignorance  of  the  writer. 
Such  permission  could  not  be  granted  now,  and  the  anglers 
will  regard  Good  Friday  as  a  sealed  day  for  commence- 
ment, but  any  time  after  sunrise  on  Saturday  morning 
they  can  make  a  ttirt,  and  I  have  heard  of  several  fisLer- 
men  who  are  engaged  for  that  day.  All  will  depend  on 
the  weather,  as  the  opinion  is  general  that  there  are  plenty 
of  good  fish  in  the  river,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  there 
are  other  species  of  trout  in  the  river  which  are  not  of  the 
Thames  kind,  and  I  should  thibk  some  of  those  fish  which 
came  from  Mr.  Corrie,  of  the  Itchen  species,  will  have 
grown  to  the  standard  tize  of  the  Thames,  'Ihere  were 
amongst  them  some  very  fine  specimens,  and  the  weir  at 
Chertsey  was  well  Bupplied  with  some  of  the  lest, 
placed  there  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong  in  the  presence 
of  several  gentlemen,  and  the  practical  wife  of  my  friend, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  who  is  as  much  interested  in  the 
Thames  fishery  as  himeelf,  and  travelled  some  di;itance  in 


the  Conservancy  steam  launch  during  their  distribution,^ 
The  liver  at  Staines,  opposite  tho  Pack  Horse  Hotel,  had« 
good  supply,  which  were,  turned  in  by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Blamey9 
the  wife  of  the  practical  host. — B. 

Cornisli  btreams,— Until  this  week  nothing  wortk 
mentioning  has  been  done  sinea  the  trout  fishing  com- 
menced on  March  16.  The  waters  have  been  low,  clear, 
and  the  weather  bitterly  cold,  A  change  has,  however^ 
come,  and  although  the  rain  has  not  been  sufficient  t) 
affect  the  rivers  much,  yet  the  wind  is  warm,  and  troub 
are  taking.  The  prospects  for  Easter  are  by  no  msans 
bad.  Baskets  of  twenty  and  thirty  trout  ha»«  been  taken 
in  the  Camel  and  its  tributaries,  and  many  of  them  in  good 
condition.  Heavy  rain  is  necessary  to  help  the  kelts  baekill 
Spring  salmon  of  grilse  size  have  been  noticed  in  thflfl 
Camel  lately. — Bodmin,  ^ 

Dareath,  Farningham.  &c, — The  water  is  now  um 
capital  order,  tending  towards  being  low,  and  this  weathen 
should  have  brought  the  trout  on  the  feed.   As  a  mitter^ 
of  fact,  it  has  not.   The  explanation  seems  likely  to  be 
that  the  fish  are  even  more  backward  thanusuil.    If  so, 
little  sport  can  be  expected  at  Easter,   Very  few  fish  werft 
visible  at  all  during  my  walks  by  the  Darenth,  and  not  one 
rose  on  either  occasion,  though  the  weather  was  mild  and 
pleasant.    The  wood  at  lower  end  of  the  water  belonging 
to  the  Lion  is  very  swampy  and  muddy,  so  intending 
anglers  will  require  waders  if  they  object  to  wet  feet. 
There  is  very  little  fly  on.    A  March  Brown  would  give  aa 
good  a  chance  as  any. — J.  P,  T. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  Distriot),— The  rain  of  Saturday 
has  put  the  river  in  better  fishing  trim.  The  spate  wai 
needed,  as  the  water  was  very  low.  With  milder  weither 
this  week,  several  rods  have  been  on  the  river, 
but  only  small  creels  of  trout  were  made.  If  the  weather 
keeps  fine  there  should  be  a  chance  of  good  sport  for  the 
Easter  Holiday  rods,  and  the  best  flies  are  Half  Stone, 
Edmond's  Palmer,  with  the  Blue  Upright  or  March 
Brown,  whUst  on  the  moorland  water  the  Partridge 
Hackle  with  green  body  is  being  used.  It  ia  not  known  if 
the  rule  of  the  Fishing  Association  prohibiting  fishing  with 
any  bait  but  the  fly  within  100yds.  of  Totnes  Weir  will  be 
suspended  after  this  month.  A  few  days  since  Mr. 
Edgebrook  hooked  a  fine  salmon  near  Buckfastleigh,  bat 
lost  it  after  a  struggle. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams,  —  The  cold  snap  of  last  week 
bioaght  sport  almost  to  a  standstill  for  the  time,  but  the 
weather  is  now  much  milder,  and  more  favourable  to  fish- 
ing during  tte  Easter  holidays.  The  rain  of  Saturday 
was  welcomed,  as  most  of  the  streams  were  running  at 
summer  lowness,  and  it  no  doubt  had  the  effect  of  clearing 
out  the  migratory  fish  which  were  lying  in  the  rivers. 
Sun  is  ladly  needed,  as  the  water  is  very  cold.  Trout  are 
reported  plentiful  in  the  Upper  Lyd  and  Tavy,  and  there 
has  been  some  fair  sport.  Peal,  too,  are  pretty  numerous, 
and  it  is  thought  that  fishing  prospects  will  be  greatly 
enhanced  when  the  pollution  of  the  rivers  is  dealt  with. 
The  river  banks  through  the  famous  woods  at  Lydford 
has  been  put  in  order.  On  the  Creedy,  Otter,  and  other 
East  Devon  streams  the  dark  Duns  and  February  Reds 
are  being  used,  and  this  latter  fly,  with  the  Blue  Upright, 
accounted  for  the  fish  killed  on  the  North  Devon  rivers. 
A  good  stretch  of  water  having  been  withdrawn  from  the 
association,  anglers  in  the  Tiverton  distriot  are  handi- 
capped somewhat.  Mr.  George  Hopewell,  fishing  in  the 
canal  at  Topaham,  was  fortunate  enough  to  land  eighteen 
pike  in  three  hours. — Devonian. 

7en  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Camba,).— 
The  frost  and  snow  last  week  put  an  end  to  all  thoughts 
of  fishing,  particularly  for  the  dainty  trout.  Skating  was 
more  thought  of  in  the  Fen  Distiiot  than  angling.  Easter, 
however,  will  be  likely  to  induce  some  to  try  the  upland 
waters.  We  understand  there  are  a  good  many  trout  in 
the  smaller  streams  that  run  from  Rutland,  Northampton- 
shire,  &o.,  into  Lincolnshire  and  Cambridgeshire.— 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— There  is  practically 
nothing  to  report  from  this  district  concerning  angling. 
The  return  of  wintry  weather  last  week  put  an  end  to 
sport  while  it  lasted,  and  the  water  is  not  jet  rid  of  its 
wintry  influences.  We  hear  of  some  little  fishing  being 
done  in  the  Southwell  district  on  streams  which  fall  into 
the  Trent,  but  this  must  be  limited,  as  most  of  the  clubs  fix 
May  1  as  opening  day.  Salmon  are  also  reported  below 
the  weirs  on  the  Trent  between  Gainsborough  and  Newark,* 
but  so  fir  there  are  no  reports  of  captures. — L. 

Iiea. — In  the  way  of  coarse  fishing  results  there  is 
absolutely  no  sport  to  record,  the  unsettled  weather  lately 
having  been  greatly  against  successful  reaching.  Good 
Friday  is  the  last  diy  for  retaining  roach  in  the  river,  and 
I  hope  some  sport  will  be  met  with.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
a  very  boisterous  wind  prevails,  and  if  fish  are  to  be  taken 
it  will  have  to  drop  considerably.  I  have  heard  of  an  otter 
being  seen  in  the  old  river  at  Hoddesdon,  Good  trout 
have  been  observed  on  the  move  in  the  upper  waters- 
several  at  Dobb'fl  Weir— and  if  the  right  kind  of  weather 
prevails  the  season  for  Salmo  fario  should  open  well  on 
May  1  next.— IzAAK  Walton, 

iMMgg  and  Arrow  (lieomluater),  —  Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level.  Sharp 
frosts  and  snow  were  the  order  last  week,  but  it  has  now 
turned  mild,  and  some  showers  of  rain  have  baen  had ; 
but  it  has  not  altered  the  colour  of  the  rivers.  There  has 
been  a  strong  wind  since  Tuesday,  but  there  has  been 
several  anglers  out,  and  the  March  Brown  havit  g  been  on 
thick,  there  has  been  some  very  nice  trout  landed.  The 
outlook  for  fishing  during  the  holidays  is  good,  and  some 
good  sport  should  be  had.  The  Pinsley  is  clear.  The  best 
killing  flies  will  be  March  Brown,  Felraary  Red,  Blue 
Dun,  and  Cowdung. — Gwynne. 

JiVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Fiusley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  in  good  order.  The  weather  on  Saturday  last  com- 
pletely changed,  and  rain  fell,  whilst  the  wind  got  round 
to  the  south,  where  it  has  been  for  the  most  part  siace. 
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A  iew  showers,  with  sanshine  intervening,  must  soon 
bring  out  flies  and  put  trout  on  the  move.  The  prospect 
of  Bport  during  the  holidays  has  decidedly  improved,  and 
is  encouraging.  Flies  she uld  be  March  Brown,  February 
Red,  Blue  Dan,  Red  Palmer,  and  Brown  Spinner,  and  on 
warm,  windy  days,  the  Cowdang  Fly.— R.  T,  Williams. 

Flymontli. — There  is  much  to  report  from  the  rivers  ; 
the  w6a':her  has  been  too  unsettled  for  much  sport,  still,  a 
few  rods  have  been  out,  tut  several  blank  days  have  to  be 
recorded.  I  hear  there  are  several  fresh  rua  salmon  and 
peal  in  the  Tavy  and  Plym,  and  the  day  or  two's  rain  we 
had  has  greatly  improved  the  fisherman's  prospect. — 
William  Heaeder. 

Savern,  Vyrnwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanymy- 
ntch). — Durinit  the  early  part  of  this  week  all  thse  rivers 
wera  much  flooded,  but  are  fast  recovering  their  normal 
condition,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  will  be  in  very  good 
condition  for  fly  fishing  and  other  kinds  of  angling.  The 
snow  on  the  Welsh  hiUs  has  nearly  all  disappsared,  and 
the  late  flood  has  washed  oat  all  the  snow  water 
from  the  rivers,  and  with  the  weather  at  present 
very  mild  and  seasonable,  there  is  every  prospect  of 
good  sport  during  the  Easter  holidays.  Many  visitors, 
taking  time  by  the  forelock,  have  already  arrived,  and  it 
ii  confidently  anticipated  that,  should  the  weather  con- 
tinue favourable,  this  pretty  neighboarhood  will  be  more 
crowded  than  ever  with  holiday  visitors.  Sport  during 
the  past  week  has  been  much  below  the  average,  but  in 
the  Severn  and  Yyrnwy  several  pike  have  been  captured, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers  will 
tempt  salmon  to  £803nd  the  upper  waters. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  is 
now  in  very  good  condition  for  fishing,  the  water  being 
quite  up  to  the  banks.  Not  much  sport  with  trout  last 
week,  but  during  the  past  faw  days  it  has  much  improved. 
-H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  _  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  turned  quite  warm  at  the  end  of 
last  week,  and  rain  fell,  but  did  not  interfere  with  the 
water.  It  refreshed  the  river,  and  more  flies  have  been 
out  since;  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  strong  wind  on 
Tuesday,  it  has  been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a 
fair  number  of  rods  have  been  on  the  river.  The  flies 
used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Cowdung,  February 
Red,  and  Palmers.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  by  a 
few,  and  some  very  nice  trout  tiken.  Pike  fishing 
has  teen  very  slow  this  week.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  an  angler  on  private  waters  tried  the  fly,  and 
landed  a  nice  lot  of  trout,  one  soiling  over  lib.  The  Hucks 
Barn  water  has  now  passed  into  private  hands,  and  the 
free  tickets  usually  available  to  visitors  will  not  be  obtain- 
able. On  Monday,  Mr.  E.  Smith  was  out  on  the  Teme, 
and  landed  six  very  nice  trout  with  the  fly,  scaling  3^1b. 
With  the  worm  some  nice  trout  were  taken  on  Tuesday. 
An  angler  sajs  that  the  river  below  the  town  has  been 
le'-ted  of  la*e,  as  there  were  signs  on  the  barik  where  the 
net  was  emptied  ;  this  does  not  look  promising  for  sport  in 
that  part.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  fishing  order. 
Sport  ia  them  hia  been  fairly  good,  and  with  warm 
weather  go'd  lots  of  fish  will  be  landel. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Teabnry).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fish- 
ing. The  weather  has  now  changed  from  frost  and  snow  to 
March  winds  and  April  showers,  but  it  has  not  altered  the 
state  of  the  river,  and  the  mild  weatterhis  brought  a  good 
few  March  Browns  on  the  river,  and  the  fish  have  been 
rising  better,  and  the  prospect  for  sport  has  teen 
improved.  Riin  threatens,  and  it  may  upset  calculations 
f  or  fishin?  at  Easter,  but  at  present  there  is  every  prospect 
of  some  good  sport  being  had.  The  best  flies  to  use  will  be 
the  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  February  Red,  and  Cow- 
dung.  A  few  fish  landed  this  week  with  the  fly.  TheRei, 
Kjre,  and  Ledwyche  are  in  order. — Worcester. 

Witham,  ho.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Persons  who 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  patronising  the  Witham  District 
from  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  will,  for  (he  Easter  holi- 
days, betake  themselves  to  other  quarters.  Some  Man- 
chester men  are  for  trying  Llanymynech  and  other  spots 
in  Xorth  Wales.  Leeds  men  are  going  on  the  Wharfe  and 
Dre,  whikt  ShefiBcll  will  foregather  on  the  Amber  and 
Dernent.  Lccil  men  hive  trout  nearer  than  these.  The 
kead  waters  of  the  Witham  and  its  tributaries  above 
Lincoln  are  good  trout  streams,  as  are  also  the  streams 
which  come  from  the  North  or  Wold  district  of  the  county. 
From  the  latter  a  few  brace  were  ciptnred  before  the 
storm. — Lici. 

Wye  and  Darwent  (Darbyshire).— The  opening  of 
the  trou';  season  on  the  above  streaTS  are  as  follows  :  The 
Derwent,  March  25th ;  and  the  Wye,  April  Ist.  Only  a 
few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week.  Some  snow  ehowers 
fell  at  tha  end  of  last  week,  ard  on  Sunday  a  heavy  down- 
pour of  rain,  which  caused  the  Derwent  to  rise  several 
feet,  and  was  much  discoloured.  However,  it  is  fining 
down  very  nicely.  If  no  more  rain  falls  it  will  be  in  order 
for  the  fly  on  Saturday.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  from  the 
water  bailiffs  in  the  various  districts  trout  are  plentiful, 
and  may  be  seen  close  to  the  side,  which  it  a  good  sign  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  and  we  Derbyshire  anglers  are  look- 
ing forward  ti  a  much  better  season  this  year  than  we  have 
had  of  late.  The  following  flies  will  be  useful :  February 
Red,  Blue  Dan,  Cock-winged  Dun,  March  Brown,  and 
Claret  Bumble,  this  latter  to  be  med  as  a  wet  fly. — 

DOTTKREL. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  &c.  'Yorkshire).— 

'  >ily  for  Easter  holiday  anglers  the  severe  frost  and 
^  north-east  winds  gave  way  to  more  genial  weather. 
■  ■ '  '-.r  a  fall  of  sleet  cn  Saturday,  the  temperature  continued 
t9  rige  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  the  rain  on  the  hills 
brought  a  freshet  down.  As  there  has  been  little  or  no 
soow  op  the  vallers  of  ths  Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  or  Nidd 
during  the  late  wiutry  visitatic  n,  anglers  have  not  bad  the 


dreaded  snow  broth  to  contend  against.  Melting  snow  is 
often  the  bugbear  of  the  early  trout  fisherman.  Grayling 
do  not  mind  it  much,  but  snow  water  is  poison  to  trout, 
and  when  it  is  present  in  any  quantity  the  fish  keep  in 
their  holes,  and  neither  worm,  minnow,  or  fly  will  tempt 
them  to  feed.  Of  course,  in  this  variable  climate  of 
ours  one  is  as  much  likely  to  ba  wrong  as  right  in  the  way 
of  weather  prophecy,  and  there  is  no  telling  what  may 
happen  between  now  and  next  week,  but  certain  it  is,  as  I 
write,  pre  spec ts  for  Easter  sport  are  much  batter  than 
they  were  a  few  days  ago,  and  at  the  tim9  of  sending  this 
despatch  they  may  be  described  as  very  fair  indeed.  All 
the  well-known  angling  inns  through  which  the  above 
favourite  trout  streams  run  have  booked  rooms  for 
anglers,  and,  fine  or  otherwise,  we  are  sure  to  find  plenty 
of  rods  at  work  at  the  end  of  this  and  during  next  week. 
The  anglers  I  have  met  during  the  past  day  or  two  have 
done  fairly  well  in  the  Yore.  I  have  had  a  few  hours 
daily  in  the  Cover,  that  beautiful  tributary  of  the  Yore, 
respecting  which  Charles  Kingsley  wrote  to  his  wife  (Charles 
Kingsley,  His  Letters,  &c.),  on  May  22,  1846  :  "  What  a 
delight  it  would  be  to  take  you  up  Coverdale,  just  half  a 
mile  off  at  the  back  of  the  town.  You  know  those  lovely 
river  scenes  of  Creawick's.  They  are  exact  likenesses  of 
Little  Cover,  in  his  deep-wooded  glen,  with  his  yellow 
rocks  and  bright  white  stones,  and  brown  water  clearer 
than  crjstal.  As  for  fishing,  I  am  a  clod — never  use 
finer  than  our  finest.  Squire  Topham  considers  my  tackle 
as  only  fit  to  hold  carthorses."  Both  Charles  Kingsley 
and  the  squire  have  long  ago  joined  the  ever  increasing 
majority,  but  all  our  local  hands  still  use  single  hair  if 
they  can  get  it;  if  not,  the  finest  possible  gut  casts.  I 
had  very  fair  sport  yesterday  and  to-day,  but  the  weather 
is  very  wild  and  wet  this  evening,  and  a  lot  of  fresh  water 
is  coming  down  all  our  streams.  Some  fine,  settled 
weather  is  all  that  is  required  now  for  Easter. — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegeaph.— I  hear  from  Hawes  that  several 
memlers  of  the  association  were  out  yesterday,  and  by 
swimming  the  worm  caught  from  eight  to  ten  fish.  I  got 
a  score  in  one  of  the  tributaries.  The  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd, 
Wharfe,  &c.,  are  bankfall  to-day,  and  a  fierce  westerly 
gale  has  prevailed  for  fifteen  hours.  As  soon  as  the  storm 
is  over  and  the  waters  subside  there  will  be  some  gocd 
angling.  Prospects  for  Easter  good.  Light  and  Dark 
Woodcock,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Needle  Brown,  Spring 
Black,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  March  Brown  are  best  flies 
for  Easter. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  recent  hard  frosts 
have  been  much  against  rod  fishing,  and  very  little  has 
been  doing  in  these  rivers.  Few  spring  salm  jn  have  been 
seen  as  yet  in  Longtown  water  and  the  lower  reaches. 
The  prospects  for  the  Easter  holidays  are  exceedingly 
unpromising  at  present,  and  it  will  take  a  gocd  fall  of  rain 
to  put  the  rivers  in  trim  for  salmon.  Trout  are  not 
rising,  and  the  waters  are  very  low  and  diar.  Yellow 
trout  are  slowly  getting  into  condition,  and  a  few  have 
been  got  in  the  upper  and  middle  reaches.  In  the  Metal 
Bridge  water  two  salmon  have  been  landed,  one  by  Mr, 
Chambers,  of  Longtown,  weighing  13lb.,  and  one  by  Mr, 
Mason,  of  Rockliffe,  weighing  151b. — a  nice  new  run  fish. 
Salmon  fry  are  now  coming  down  the  rivers.  Mr.  Budd, 
Mr.  Reid,  and  others  have  had  runs  with  kelts. 
The  severe  wintry  weather  in  the  Solway  district 
has  bjen  much  against  the  migration  of  salmon  in  the 
filth  during  the  past  week.  There  was  practically  no 
salmon  all  the  week,  and  not  a  single  salmoa  was  taken  at 
some  of  the  fisheries.  Tacksmen  have  had  a  good  deal  to 
grumb'.e  about  this  spring,  as  the  takes  in  the  nets  have 
not  so  far  paid  the  wages  of  the  fishermen.  At  one  of  the 
fisheries  an  odd  salmoo  was  taken.  The  poke  net  fishers 
did  nothing,  and  the  s'ate  of  the  weather  was  against  the 
drift  netters,  many  of  whom  did  not  leave  their  moorings. 
Sea  trout  have  not  yet  begun  to  run.  On  Saturday  the 
fishermen  in  the  Solway  were  offered  Ss.  par  lb.,  tie 
Billingsgate  prices  being  .3d.  par  lb.  over  that  figure.  No 
quotations  for  sea  trout  are  to  hand,  but  occasionally  trout 
fetch  as  much  as  salmon.  So  far  no  sport  has  been  had  in 
the  Liddla,  which  will  require  a  flood  to  put  it  into  angling 
form,  as  it  is  running  exceptionally  low.  Throughout  the 
whole  of  Liddesdale  the  weather  is  snell  and  keen,  and 
little  angling  is  anticipated  until  the  second  week  in  April. 

—  GlLNOCKIE. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— March  22,  Mrs.  Maisey  had  two 
nice  salmon,  191b.  and  151b.  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight,  one,  21lb. 
March  2.'i,  Mr.  Clephan,  two,  lolb.  and  191b.  ;  Mrs. 
Maisey,  one,  211b.  ;  Mr.  Mclntyre,  one,  20:b.  Ma!o'a  24, 
Mr.  Clephan,  one,  24lb.  March  26,  Mr.  Cameron,  two, 
2.'51b.  and  171b.  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight,  one,  19lb.  Loch  in 
good  ply. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Not  for  twenty-one  years 
has  there  been  such  a  storm  of  frost  and  snow  so  late  in 
the  angling  season.  Many  lessees  left  early  in  the  week, 
but  others  remained,  hoping  for  fresh  weather  at  every 
turn.  The  Duke  of  York,  with  the  others,  bravely  stuck 
to  th?  riverside,  and  facsd  the  elements  day  after  day  on 
the  Balmoral  ard  Abergeldie  reashes,  but  with  scant 
success.  On  March  20,  however,  a  partial  thaw  set  in, 
and  on  Tuesday  the  fresh  was  thorough.  The  rivers  are 
teeming  with  snow  broth,  and  it  will  be  some  days  before 
they  are  in  angling  trim.  The  wind  ii  now  from  the 
south-west,  and  fish  are  coming  on  the  coast  freely.  Last 
week  was  the  worst  for  salmon  angling  and  netting  since 
the  season  opened.  The  record  price  of  Ss.  6Jd.  was 
reached  on  Thursday  for  salmon  in  the  Aberdeen 
Market,  when  only  two  were  exposed.  Over  sixty 
were  on  the  slabs  on  Tuesday,  and  the  number  has 
been  increasing  steadily  since  the  weather  moderated. 
The  brown  trout  season  on  the  Don,  Deveron,  and  Find- 


horn,  and  other  early  reaches,  wbioh  is  usually  very  brisk 
towards  the  end  of  March  and  beginning  of  April,  will  be 
much  later  now  on  account  of  the  protracted  ttorm.  A 
few  baskets  were  made  prior  to  the  storm,  when  there  was 
a  slight  advent  of  the  March  Brown;  but  a  whole  fort- 
night has  at  least  been  lost,  and  it  will  be  some  time  yet 
before  the  water  attains  its  normal  temperature,  on 
account  of  the  snow  accumulations  oa  its  banks  and  alon^ 
its  feeders.  Trout  are  in  woaderfuUy  good  condition  on 
the  earlier  sections,  where  the  feeding  is  abundant  all  the 
year  round,  and  these  parts  are  certain  to  be  much  in 
demand  during  the  ensuing  holiday  weak. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.  —  The  severe  wintry  weather 
prevailing  over  this  district  ended  on  Saturdiy  morning 
with  a  fall  of  snow,  and  this  was  followed  with  a  fall  of 
rain  towards  night,  which  had  the  effect  of  clearing  the 
snow  off  the  higher  hills.  In  the  dalej  there  was  a  lighter 
coating  of  snow  on  Monday.  The  rivers  were  not  long  in 
coming  into  spate.  With  the  heavy  fall  on  the  higher 
hills,  and  the  rain  which  fell  at  night,  soon  put  the  waters 
out  of  fishing  order.  The  temperature  has  becoms 
milder,  but  the  weather  is  very  unsettled.  There  was  a 
hatch  of  fly  on  the  waters  on  Monday,  and  it  was 
observed  that  trout  were  rising  freely  at  the  Iron  Blue. 
Torrents  of  rain  fell  on  Tuesday  from  morn  till  night.  The 
rivers  were  in  flood  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  commenced 
to  rise  rapidly  at  dark.  Should  no  more  rain  fall  now  the 
rivers  will  be  in  order  by  the  end  of  the  week  for  fly.  The 
weather  is,  however,  unsettled,  and,  judging  by  a  falling 
barometer  to-night  (Tuesday),  it  looks  as  if  the  storm  is 
not  yet  over.  The  spates  are  bringing  down  the  kelt 
salmon,  and  I  hear  the  nets  in  the  Solway  are  getting  some 
of  these.  Of  course,  the  fishermen  return  all  kelt  fish 
to  the  watar.  There  has  been  no  sport  in  the  Annan  sines 
last  week.  A  few  kelts  have  baen  landed  and  put  back  of 
late,  but  no  new  spring  salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  river. 
In  the  Dumfries  Nith  the  sport  has  also  been  exceedingly 
quiet  for  some  weeks,  but  the  floods  should  make  an 
improvement  when  the  waters  fall.  From  the  Galloway 
district  the  notes  that  reach  me  show  no  angling  during 
the  past  week,  and  the  reports  from  the  Ayrshire  part  of 
the  country  are  something  similar.  The  frost  was  too 
severe  in  these  districts  last  week.  In  the  Solway  Derwent 
a  few  trout  have  been  caught,  and  it  is  reported  that  a 
small  salmon  was  taken  below  Cockermouth  last  week. 
Some  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  whether  this  was  a  real 
spring  salmon  or  not.  Trout  in  the  Ehen,  Calder,  Mite, 
&c.,are  said  to  be  in  fair  condition,  and  some  moderate 
laskets  have  been  taken.  The  rivers  in  this  part  ara  in 
flood,  and,  given  some  mild  weather,  by  the  end  of  the 
week  some  sport  is  expected.  Nothing  seems  to  be 
doing  in  the  Metal  Bridge  portion  of  the  Esk. 
Solway. — The  severe  wintry  weather  in  the  Solway 
district  during  the  past  week  acted  against  the  migration 
of  salmon  in  the  firth.  There  was  practically  no  run  of 
salmon  all  the  week,  and  not  a  single  fish  of  the  salmon 
kind  was  taken  at  some  of  the  fisheries.  Tacksmen  have 
had  a  good  deal  to  grumble  about  this  spiiog,  as  the 
returns  from  the  nets  have  so  far  only  paid  a  tithe  of  the 
wages  of  the  fishermen  employed  cleaning  and  fishina;  the 
nets.  At  one  of  the  principal  fisheiiss  a  salmon  or  two 
were  taken  of  medium  weights.  The  poke  net  fishermen 
did  nothing  all  the  week,  and  the  state  of  the  weather  was 
against  the  drift  netters,  many  of  whom  did  not  ]eive  their 
moorings  during  the  week.  The  temparatureof  the  water 
is  yet  too  cold  for  the  haaf  fishermen  entering  upon  their 
cal.ing.  Sea  trout  have  not  bagun  to  run,  and  it  is  feared 
that  the  snow  on  the  hills,  which  must  keep  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  rivers  low  for  some  time,  will  cause  a  later 
appearanca  of  sea  trout  this  season.  Snow  fell  on  Friday 
night,  and  again  on  Saturday  morning,  bat  a  thaw  after- 
wards set  in,  followed  by  some  rain.  Generally  sea  troat 
do  not  commence  to  run  to  the  border  rivers  of  Dumfries- 
shire aad  Galloway  before  the  first  week  in  Api  il,  but  in 
any  ordinary  mild  spring  they  have  been  taken  in  March, 
in  small  numbers  of  course.  With  the  scarcity  of  salmon 
all  over  Scotland  prices  have  been  high  at  Billingsgate 
during  tha  past  week  for  spring  salmon.  On  Saturday 
the  Solway  fishermen  were  offered  33.  per  pound,  but  the 
demand  could  not  be  met  owing  to  the  scarcity.  Qaota- 
tions  for  sea  trout  were  not  given,  but  trout  at  Easter 
time  generally  bring  as  much  as  salmon.  The  prospects 
for  Easter  anglers  are  more  promising  than  they  were  a 
few  days  ago.  The  fall  of  rain  is  likely  to  bring  a  flood, 
which  will  put  the  rivers  in  better  order. — Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Boyle. — Since  my  last  report  the  weather  has  changed 
consiaerably  for  the  batter,  as  far  as  fishing  is  concerned, 
and  for  the  last  three  days  there  were  some  very  good 
baskets  made.  Mr.  Shera,  fishing  Lough  Gara  on 
March  26,  got  eight  trout  and  seven  pike,  his  largest  trout 
was  a  beauty  of  6Jlb.,  and  his  smallest  was  21b.  Mr. 
MacGrath,  same  day  and  on  same  lake,  killed  four  gsod 
trout  and  several  pike.  Mr.  Wills  Rockingham,  fishing 
Lough  Key,  killed  four  beautiful  trout,  which  weighed 
121b.,  these  were  got  in  two  evenings,  fishing  about  two 
hours  each  evening.  There  are  several  local  fisharmsn 
fishing  Lough  Arrow,  and  all  having  good  sport.  John 
Beirne,  on  the  Boyle  river,  has  been  having  splandil  sport 
for  the  last  few  days  ;  ha  got  several  trout  ranging  from 
lib.  to  31b.  each.  To-day,  March  28,  raining,  which  will 
still  benefit  anglers. — George  Taylor. 

Bann  (Toomebridge).  —  Up-to-date  trouting  has 
been  poor  about  here,  though  the  river  was  in  fair  order 
for  the  time  of  year.  Plenty  of  pike  and  perch,  however, 
were  killed.  A  lot  of  rain  fell  this  week,  which  will  raise 
the  temperature.  On  the  upper  tributaries  bait  fishers 
this  week  did  pretty  well.  We  understand  that  the  lease 
of  the  salmon  angling  held  by  the  Bann  Club  expires  this 
season,  at  the  end  of  which  it  reverts  to  Mr.  R.  L.  Moore, 
lessee  of  the  Fojla  and  Bann  Fisheries. — J.  A.  B. 
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Eighth  Annual  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

DAVID~^LATER, 

Of  NEWARK -ON 'TRENT, 


MAKES  THE  FOLLOWING 


RODS. 

rrHOSE  in  want  of  either  Rod  or  Reels  will  consult  their  own  interests  by 
inspecting  David  Slater's  Magnificent  Exhibit  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
(now  open). 

Built  Cane  Salmon  and  Trout  Rods,  with  or  without  Steel  Centres, 
for  excellence  of  workmanship  and  reasonable  prices  stand  second  to  none. 
Inspection  invited. 

Superior  Greenheart  Trout  Rods  from  10s.  6d.  to  21s.  Two  tops,  and 
Best  Universal  Winch  Fittings. 

See  our  Greenheart  Salmon  Rods.    Best  quality  only. 

Our  Noted  Pattern,  the  Newark  Perfection,  specially  designed  for  the 
Nottingham  style  of  fishing,  price  2l8.  each. 

Pike  Spinning  Rods  in  East  India,  Cane  and  Greenhart  fi-om  10s.  6d. 
to  21s. 


Pricea. 
283.  01. 
323.  Od. 
353.  Od. 


REELS. 

Slater's  New  Aluminium  Alloy  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels.   These  Reels 

are  perfection ;  they  combine  great  strength  with  extreme  lightness ; 

hardened  steel  works,  and  beautifully  finished. 

Sizes.  Prices.  Sizes. 

2Jin   153.  Od.  4in  

2JiD.    17s.  6J.  4iin  

Sin   2l8.  01.  Sin  

SJin   263.  OJ. 

The  Fly-Fishers'  Winch  (registered).  This  reel  is  made  in  two  sizesj 
can  be  had  with  click  or  silent  check.  It  has  two  special  recommendationii— 
extreme  lightness  and  quick  winding. 

Also  a  large  collection  of  the  following  patterns  :  Ordinary  Wood  Sea 
Reels,  The  Future  Sea  Reels,  Slater's  Combination  in  Wood  and  Ebonite,' 
The  "  Zephyr,"  the  lightest  Nottingham,  Gun-metal  Salmon  and  Trout 
Bronzed  Salmon  and  Trout,  &c.,  &c. 


We  have  a  few  old  patterns  Combination  Wood  Reels,  also  Ebonite  Salmon  and  Trout,  which  will  be  sold  regardless  of  the  cost  of  manufactui-f 

dm-ing  this  Exhibition. 


Mr.  David  Slater  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  during  the  Fisheries 
 Exhibition,  which  closes  on  April  5. 


Establisheil 


1819. 


H.  WHITTY, 

15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool.  Liverpool.' 


Split  Cane,  Whole  Cane  (speciality),  Greenheart, 
Hickory  Rods  built  on  the  premises  by  expe- 
rienced workmen. 


Will  Customers  wishing-  to   have  their  Rods, 
Reels,  or  other  Tackle  repaired,  kindly  send  them 
this  month  so  as  to  avoid  delay. 

Reels,  Lines,  Nets,  Flies,  Bags,  Wading  Trousers, 
Brogues,  Coats. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 


BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  SUPPLY. 


The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Graylin;?,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Porch, 
Roach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &c.    Apply  to 

THOMILS  FORD, 

MANOB   FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIBE. 

N.B.~8pecial  Lines  in  Rainbows,  Carp,  Fish  Food,  Oround-bait,  and  Perfection  Carriers. 


J.  W.  MARTIN.  "The  Trent  Otter" 

(LATE   OF   NEWARK-ON-THEN  T), 

Invites  all  friends,  customers,  and  visitors  to  inspect  the  splendid  collection  of 

Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  and  General  Tackle, 


■STBS  FISXXEIfCXESS 

ROYAL 


thit  he  is  this  year  showing  at 

AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER, 


Or  he  will  sendpost  free  to  any  a-idrfss  a  copy  of  his  special  EXHIBITION  CATALOGUE,  whiiL 
every  angler  should  procure.  This  list  contains  particulars  of  some  rare  bargains  in  General  Fishlrt 
Goods,  at  from  30  to£0  per  cent,  cheaper  than  can  be  procured  in  a  general  way.    Send  for  a  cop> 
at  once.   Mr.  Martin  is  in  personal  attendance. 


J.  W.  lYIARTIN  &  CO., 

8,  SEYMOUR  STREET,  EUSTON  SQUARE,  LONDON,  N.W 


ADDRESS: 


FISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE. 

JACK  BODS — Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d. ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  5s.  6d.  tc 
Os.  6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  b»f 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Bod,  10ft.  6in.,  128.  6d. ;  do.,  double  brazed,  143.  Cd.  to  21s.  6d. 

BEELS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3^in.,  Is.  9d.  ;  4in.,28.  6d. ;  movable  check,  3iin.,  4s 
4in.,  58  ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in.,  6b.  6d. ;  4in.,  9s  6d. ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  3in.,  28.  (id 

LINES  (waterproof).— Plaited  silk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines 
JO  yards,  7d. ;  Tanned,  8d.  ;  60  yards,  28.    Cable  Laid  Cord,  50  yards,  7Jd. 

TEAOES,  Gut  or  Gimp.— Two  swivels  and  lead,  6d. ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  Ac— Ryder's,  2d. ;  Pennell'a,  2id. ;  Jardine'e,  3d.;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  Ijd.  each. 
Is.  3d.  per  dozen. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality ;  Silver  Plaited,  from  Is. ;  Devons,  Totnes,  an. 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "  Pishing  Gazette 
Gossamer,  8d.    Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders,    All  Orders  must  be  occomponted  hy  a  rtmittance, 

G.  W.  HEBIENS  (late  A.  BULMER),  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD,  S.W 


CAT  A. 


(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 
IL.  O  O  XT  33  S  POS' 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.,  and  at  CHELTENHAM. 

Manufacturers  of  First-class  RODS,  FLIES,  and  CASTS.   Sole  makers  of  the  MULTUM-]N-PARVC 

TROUT  ROD  at  £1  1  O. 

Special  Patterns  in  Salmon  Flies  for  Norway,  Stand  No,  20,  Itoyal  Aquarium, 
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Cork  Rivers. — There  haa  been  a  decided  improvement 
thronghout  the  CDunty  on  all  the  prlnoipal  rivers  open  for 
angling.  Sport,  however,  is  still  not  np  to  the  average  as 
far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  but  in  the  trouting  depart- 
ment the  records  have  been  satisfactory  enough,  when  the 
generally  unfavourable  weather  and  water  conditions  are 
taken  into  consideration.  On  a  couple  of  nights  rain  fell 
pretty  heavily,  and  as  more  is  expected  very  shortly  the 
prospects  aU  round  are  far  better.  "Sew  fish  are  now 
coming  up  on  the  principal  rivers  in  better  numbers. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — Since  last  notes  angling  improved 
considerably  as  spring  fish  are  showing  up  better,  but  so 
far  angling  has  been  chiefly  confined  to  professionals.  The 
rain  this  week  discoloured  the  water.  The  36-pounder 
which  Lydon  killed  recently  was  the  heaviest  one  taken 
since  189",  when  one  of  -SSlb.  was  killed.  It  gave  over 
an  hour's  play,  and  took  a  shrimp.  Trouting  on  Lough 
Corrib  was  interrupted  by  the  unfavourable  weather.  It 
is  in  contemplation  to  re-stock  it  with  white  trout  fry. — 
J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  rain  of  this  week  has 
been  of  immense  benefit  in  taking  away  the  catting  cold 
weather  and  raising  the  rivers.  The  Balliaderry  and 
Blackwater  up  to  date  have  done  little  beyond  pike  fishing. 
By  Easter  Monday  both  wiU  be  in  good  trim  for  the  fly.  A 
movement  for  the  resuscitation  of  the  Ballinderry  Angling 
Club  would  find  favour,  it  is  said,  but  unfortunately, 
nearly  all  the  old  members,  who  were  the  backbone  of  it, 
have  gone  away,  or  have  taken  their  departure  to  anothw 
world.— J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers.  —  Salmon  angling  has  shown  an 
impTOvement  on  the  majority  of  the  Kerry  rivers  open  for 
angling,  and  brown  trout  anglers  have  had  generally  good 
sport  on  all.  Since  Friday  spring  salmon  have  been 
coming  up  in  better  numbers  in  the  Caragh,  Curran 
lV7aterville),  Blackwater,  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  Cashen, 
and  Fartha.  Poachers  have  been  quiet  lately  on  all 
waters,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  continue  bo,  as 
it  is  the  poaching  fraternity  that  have  nearly  ruined  the 
chances  of  sport  amongst  legitimate  anglers  in  many  of 
the  Kerry  waters.— T.  J.  D. 

EiUamey. — Sport  is  improving  as  far  as  salmon  are 
concerned,  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  very 
materially  improved  in  consequence  of  some  heavy  rain 
which  fell  on  a  couple  of  nights,  the  fresh  causing  many 
new  fish  to  come  up  into  the  lakes.  Brown  trout  angling 
continues  to  give  average  sport,  and  with  the  advent  of 
more  favourable  weather  sport  in  this  department  is  likely 
to  be  really  first  class  on  the  lakes. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
is  still  very  backward  on  Lough  Cnrrane,  the  principal 
free  water  in  the  district.  Only  two  talmon  have  been 
bad  since  last  report  by  visitors,  both  being  had  by  Mr. 
Barry,  out  from  the  Bay  View  Hotel.  The  professional 
fishermen  have  been  out  only  a  few  times  on  their  own 
account,  and  only  one  salmon  was  got  between  them.  The 
brown  trout  fishing  is  now  giving  pretty  good  sport,  and 
the  proBi)€cts_for  salmon  angling  are  very  much  improved 
at  time  of  writing,  some  rain  having  fallen  at  a  good  time. 
— Thos.  J.  Dexnehy. 

Lough  BKelvin  (Lower  Readies,  Kiuloxigli 
End).— Notwithstanding  the  adverse  climatic  conditions, 
good  evidence  was  had  during  the  past  week  of  an  abun- 
dance of  clean  run  fish  in  this  lake.  Several  clean  run 
fish  were  landed,  weighing  from  91b.  to  14lb.,  and  a  number 
of  nice  brown  trout  were  also  had  trolling,  from  21b.  to 
51b.  _  Fly  angling  was  not  a  success.  A  weighty  downfall 
of  rain  came  off  on  25th  nit.,  which  iooproved  matters. 
Quite  a  number  of  rodsters  have  notified  the  coming  to 
Kinlough  and  Bnndoran  for  their  Easter  holidays.  All 
conditions  seem  combined  for  a  favourable  reception. — 
P.  Gallagher. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pollen  fisheries  are  improving  a 
httle.  Trout  netting  is  also  fair,  some  naagnidcentJ  fish 
having  been  taken  lately.  Very  little  trouting  is  reported 
from  the  tributaries. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  KTerry).— Sport 
wntinuts  to  improve  according  as  the  season  advances. 
Baskets  of  three  dozen  brown  trout  were  common  last 
week  on  all  the  above  waters,  and  on  Cummeravanig  on 
Saturday  Mr.  J.  J.  O'Connor  creeled  four  dozen  and  two 
m  a  comparatively  short  time.  All  the  above  lakes  are 
DOW  in  nice  order  for  angling,  and  the  weather  being  now 
overcast  gives  better  chances.  On  Coomavoher  last  week 
Mr.  Grady  caught  a  brown  trout  of  31b.— the  heaviest 
nad  on  the  mountain  lakes  for  a  very  long  time  past. 

_Moume  (Newtonstewart,  co,  Tyrone).  — The 

Monme  opens  for  angling  on  Saturday,  April  1.  At 
present  it  is  rising  from  the  heavy  rains,  and  should  be  in 
fair  order  for  the  opening  day.  Some  English  anglers  are 
due  for  Easter  week.  The  Derg,  Finn,  and  Glen  are  in 
fair  order.— J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 
Deal  (The  Pier).— The  recent  unsettled  weather  has 
aistarbed  the  water  to  such  an  extent  that  it  still  remains 
very  thick  near  the  shore.  In  coneeqaence,  no  one  has 
attempted  fishing  of  any  kind  during  the  past  week.  The 
weather  is  now  somewhat  more  settled,  with  a  steady 
breeze  from  the  south-west,  and  should  these  conditions 
obtain  for  a  few  days  a  little  sport  among  the  dabs  may 
r«a?oDably  be  anticipated  during  the  forthcoming  holidays. 

—J.  Rlf  HARDSON. 

Deal. — The  prospects  of  sea  fishing  here  are  very  poor 
atpreient.  f  may  mention  that  I  have  taken  a  house  by 
the  Dime  of  Fair  Light  Lawn,  about  one  minute  from  the 

North  Star,"  and  I  intend  keeping  both  houses  for  the 
ccnvenieace  of  anglers.  The  house  will  be  found  to  be 
yery  comfortable.   The  sanitary  arrangementa  are  perfect. 

or  cold  baths,  (fee.  —  Edwaro  Hanoke  fAgent 
o.o.A.S,). 


Exmoutli, — Sport  with  bass  has  been  fairly  brisk, 
and  several  good  takes  are  being  mide.  One  lino  on 
Friday  landed  201b.— B. 

FI3  month. — Mackerel  are  becoming  more  plentiful, 
but  on  account  of  the  Lenten  season  they  are  fetching  very 
high  prices.  They  are  a  long  way  off  shore.  They  are 
supposed  to  be  in  lest  condition  during  this  month.  The 
best  Mirket  for  them  used  to  be  London.  They  were 
packed  in  ice  and  sent  away  as  soon  as  they  were  landed, 
but  within  the  last  few  years  the  French  seem  to  have 
developed  a  taste  for  them,  and  the  French  markets  take 
great  quantities,  and  they  pay  better  prices.  As  these 
fish  continue  in  season  until  October,  some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  number  that  must  be  caught.  In  July  and 
August  they  generally  enter  the  harbours,  when  they  are 
caught  whiffing  with  the  usual  gear,  and  they  hover  about 
the  coast  more  or  less  until  September  or  October,  when 
they  go  to  the  ground  and  are  caught  on  the  ordinary 
bottom  lines.  Conger  are  in  their  prime  just  now,  and 
continue  for  some  months.  —  William  Hearder 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Southend  and  Leigh.— March  28,  7  p  m.— Owing 
to  a  change  of  the  wind  to  the  west  a  great  improvement 
has  taken  place  in  the  weather.  It  has  been  blowing 
freshly  from  the  W.  and  S.W.  to-day,  with  a  little  cockle 
on  the  sea,  and  fishing  prospects  for  the  holidays  are 
greatly  improved.  I  hear  of  a  few  nice  fish  having  been 
taken  on  trots — evidence  that  they  are  returning — so  that 
these  who  elect  to  try  sea  fishing  in  this  neighbourhood 
during  the  holidays  are  likely  to  have  some  sport  with  the 
flounders.  Barometer  29  98  steady ;  wind  W.  to  S.W., 
fresh;  weather  clear;  sea  rather  rough,  —  Charles 
HussEY  (B.8.A.S.). 


Jingling  '^xxinxes. 

April  2.   

Easter  Sunday. 
April  3, 

Easter  Monday. 
Aptil  8. 

Gresham :  Chesham  dinner. 


April  11. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Bohemian  concsrt. 

,1     11. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Annual  smoking  concert. 
,)     11. — Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
II     12. — British  Sea  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 
,)     12. — St.  John's  :  Annual  supper. 

13. — Prince  Albert :  A.B.S.  concert. 
,,     18.— Bermondsey  Brothers:   Lantern  lecture  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (secretary  of  the  Central 
Association). 
,1     19. — Anchor  (Kingston) :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     25. — Drayton  Park  Piscatorials :  Annual  dinnef. 

25. — Gresham:  Annual  dinner. 
,1     25. — Original  Alexandra :  Distribution. 


I^epfltts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  '''Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Clcb 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— There  will  be  no  meeting  of 
the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  on  Monday 
evening  next,  in  consequence  of  the  holidays.  —  R. 
Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  recaipt  of 
£1  lOs.  61.  from  the  St.  Alban's;  £5,  Edmonton  and 
Tottenham  ;  and  £1  63.,  White  Hart  Angling  Societies' 
donation  boxes.  At  the  last  meeting  one  application  was 
entertained,  which  received  £6.  I  hope  secretaries  who 
had  concert  tickets  for  the  HoUaorn  Town  Hall  will  send 
in  returns  so  I  can  draw  it  to  a  close. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association, — A  most  successful  visit  was 
paid  to  the  Harcoart  A.S.  on  27th  ult.  Ten  clubs  present. 
£3  83.  fjJ.  in  their  A.B.  boxes.  Plenty  of  talent.  T. 
Twyman,  of  Cobden  A. 8.,  chairman.  Plenty  of  roach 
pole  fame  present,  including  Teddy  Baxter,  the  western 
champion.  Everyone  was  thanked.  Next  visit  goes  to 
the  Bomore  A.S.  Secretary  Dagworthy  will  get  some 
good  talent.   Date  later. — Ben. 

AUason  Unit'ed  Brothers'  AngXing  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  TJxbridge-street,  Netting  Hifl  Gate.  W.— 
The  auditors  gave  their  report  on  March  29,  which  was 
accepted.  We  have  a  special  meeting  on  April  5  a3 
announced  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  25,  when  all 
members  must  attend.  We  must  also  arrange  the  date  of 
our  ninth  annual  dinner  amd  distribution  of  past  season's 
prizes,  also  other  business  of  an  important  nature.  Rules 
23  and  25  must  not  be  lost  sight  of.— Ben  Abrahams. 

Bomore  Angling  Sodjty,  The  Bribintia,  Clarendon- 
road,  Netting  Hi'J,  W.— On  March  28  members  turned  up 
in  great  force,  when  a  lot  of  business  was  got  through. 


A  Pathetic  Incident  occurred  in  the  London  streets  the  otlier 
rii((ht.  It  was  late,  and  a  pool  little  girl  was  trying  in  vain  to 
aell  her  violets.  Suddenly  a  boy,  a  typical  London  arab,  who 
had  just  sold  his  last  evening  paper,  and  was  rattling  his  ha'pence 
in  his  pocket,  stopped  before  her.  Taking  the  situation  in  at  a 
gUnce,  he  said  kindly,  "  1 11  buy  yer  vi'lets.  Come  on,  we'll  sell 
"em  tergether."  The  boy  e-ridently  was  a  j.'ood  salesman,  for  we 
passed  barely  an  hour  later,  mnd  the  children  were  running  about 
together,  with  only  two  or  threo  bunches  left.  "We  can  nil  help 
one  another  if  we  like.  The  alck  and  suffering  we  can  save,  if  we 
only  point  oat  to  them  the  h^i^ing  ylrtuen  of  HoUoway's  Pills  and 
Ointment.  ' 


We  beg  to  rtmird  Mr.  Abrahams  (bat  it  is  rnapoKible  for 
our  club  to  tiko  the  next  return  visit^  owiu({  '.0  another 
change  of  proprietoriihip  this  week  an<l  the  concert  room 
wanted  for  fotne  time  to  come.  Trusting  he  will  kindly 
inform  club  next  on  the  list,  and  oblige.  I  wish  to  ask 
members  and  donors  of  prizes  to  kindly  send  them  in  as 
soon  as  possible  for  distribution.  Will  members  please 
favour  us  with  their  presence  next  Tuesday  night  on 
important  businees  ? — H  DAGWORxny. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-road, W. — A  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
April  5,  at  nine  o'clock,  to  arrange  a  date  for  the  annual 
dinner.  All  members  (including  honorary)  are  requested 
to  attend.  Members  in  arrears  kindly  clear  the  books. — 
P.  Lavington. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Eensal-road,  W.— On 
April  4  a  special  general  meeting  will  be  held,  when  very 
important  business  will  be  brought  forward.  I  hope  mem- 
bers will  attend  on  this  occasion. — T.  Twvman. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N. — Arrangements  for  concert, 
&c.,  to  be  discussed  on  April  3.  Early  attendance  re- 
quested. — G  RE  i; . 

South  Loudon  United  Anglers' Visiting  Iiist. — 
There  was  a  fairly  representative  gathering  of  anglers  at 
the  visit  to  the  St.  Alban's  A  S.  on  Monday  evening  last. 
Mr.  McPhail  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  several 
good  artistes.  The  A.B.S.  collecting  box  was  opened,  and 
found  to  contain  £1  10s.  (3d.  On  the  roll  call,  thirteen 
clubs  were  found  to  be  in  attendance.  Mr.  H.  Allan,  the 
respected  secretary,  returned  thanks  to  the  visitors.  Next 
visit  will  go  to  the  Waggoners'  A.S.,  held  at  the  White 
Lion,  Albert  Embankment,  Lambeth.  Date  latar. — Alf. 
Painter. 


goiltngs  bp  f^c  i^ap. 

We  anglers  owe  much  to  the  enterprise  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  for  the  conveniences  they 
have  placed  at  our  disposal  in  the  pursuance  of  our 
favourite  sport.  For  the  first  lime  this  (Wednesday) 
morning  I  travelled  from  Southend  by  the  company's 
Southend  Express.  It  is  a  train  which  is  entirely 
worthy  of  the  line,  than  which  no  higher  praisa  can 
be  given.  To  have  breakfast  in  Southend  sea  breezes 
and  then  to  be  in  London  in  very  little  more  time  than 
it  takes  to  travel  from  Brixton  or  Clapham  is  a  distinct 
boon,  and  the  train  runs  all  the  year  round.  Stopping 
only  at  Wickford  to  pick  up  wayside  passengers, 
it  runs  straight  on  to  Liverpool-strest,  which  was  reached 
in  schedule  time  to  the  tick.  To  have  Southend  made 
practically  a  suburb  of  London,  and  to  give  jaded  brain 
workers  and  business  men  the  benefit  of  sleeping  in  fea 
air  is  a  grand  idea,  and  those  who  will  soon  be  thinking  of 
"where  shall  we  send  the  children  this  year,"  could  do 
much  worse  than  send  them  to  Southend,  and  take 
advantage  themselves  of  the  conveniences  the  G.E.R. 
offers  of  running  backwards  and  forwards  to  business, 
One  great  advantage  of  travelling  by  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  is  that  from  their  London  terminus  there  is  an 
unequalled  service  of  omnibuses  to  every  part,  a  point  of 
no  little  importance  when  time  is  valuable. 

 >»»♦<  

I  HAVE  just  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Howes,  of  the 
Bull  Hotel,  Barton  MUls,  near  Mildenhall.  He  says  they 
are  likely  to  have  a  busy  time  at  Easter,  especially  if  the 
weather  continues  as  at  present.  It  may  not  be  generally 
known,  but  fishing  for  pike  is  allowed  on  the  Lark  all  the 
year  round — 

They  evidently  want  them  out. 
For  pike  do  gobble  up  the  trout. 

Talking  of  trout,  Mr.  Howes  saw  one  of  at  least  71b.  this 
(Wednesday)  morning;  but,  as  he  says,  they  "want" 
catching.  Although  he  says  they  want  catching,  perhaps 
they  NEED  it  more  than  want  it. 


Mr.  Charles  Hussey  writes  me  :  "Dear  '  Drag,'— I 
have  this  (Wednesday)  morning  heard  with  the  deepest 
regret  of  the  death  of  our  old  friend,  Dr.  Brnnton.  He 
was  a  many  sided  man — a  kind  and  skilful  physician,  a 
splendid  fly  fisher,  and,  to  put  it  in  a  word,  'one  of  the 
best '  in  this  neighbourhood.  We  only  knew  him  as  a 
sea  fisherman,  but  we  who  have  fished  with  him  are  sorry 
indeed  to  hear  of  his  decease,  and  to  think  that  we  shall 
never  again  be  with  him  in  the  boat  he  loved  so  well.  His 
relatives  have  our  entire  and  heartfelt  sympathy,  and 
although  of  late  years  we  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  him  often,  he  will  be  SDrely  missed  here  by  his 
friends  who  loved  and  respected  him." 


As  the  century  grows  older,  and  it  is  getting  very  old 
now,  the  benefits  of  science  become  of  more  and  more 
practical  use  to  us.  The  latest  published  application  of 
research,  it  has  been  many  years  in  hand,  and  been 
thoroughly  tested,  is  Bovo  Gravy,  which  is  now  coming 
before  the  public  in  the  shape  of  a  limited  company.  I 
am  a  mark  on  gravy  and  soup,  and  if  the  company's 
product  is  np  to  the  sample  I  tasted,  and  a  glance  at  the 
list  of  directors  assures  me  it  will  be,  I  shall  always  keep 
Bovo  Gravy  "  on  tap  "  at  Drag.  Mansion. 


Both  at  the  Yachting  Exhibition  and  the  Fisheiies 
Exhibition  at  the  Aquarium,  which  last  all  should  see 
without  fail,  my  young  friend,_Mr.  Angler,  o?  Leigh,  haa 
shown  eome  of  his  admiiable  sails.  When  1  was  at  South- 
end I  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  make  a  call  at 
Mr.  Angler's  sail  loft  at  Leigh,  where  his  sails  are  made. 
It  was  a  most  interesting  visit,  and  all  his  men  seemed 
very  busy,  which  is  good  hearing.    I  used  to  think  any» 
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body  conid  make  a  sail,  bijt  I  do  not  think  so  now.  It 
wants  a  bit  of  doing,  and  I  am  indeed  pleased  to  see  that 
friend  Acgier'a  talfnt  is  being  recogiiaed,  and  he  is 
quietly  making,  if,  indeed,  he  has  not  already  made,  his 
way  to  the  very  first  rank  of  sail  makers. 

 >♦«■»<  

I  ALWAYS  look  with  some  degree  of  suspicion  on  the 
tales  of  schoolboys'  "bowlers";  but  a  correspondent 
whom  I  know  perfectly  well  sends  me  an  example  of  what 
Mrs.  Malaprop  calls  "a  nice  derangement  of  epitaphs," 
which  I  think  is  worth  printing.  Please  bear  in  mind  he 
is  responsible  for  the  veracity  of  the  tale,  not  I.  At  a 
school,  in  a  district  which  shall  be  nameless,  the  boys 
were  asked  to  write  a  short  essay  on  one  of  three  given 
subjects,  which  were : 

Oliver  Cromwell ; 

The  American  and  Spanish  War;  or 

Fish  and  their  Habits. 
The  hero  of  the  tale,  which,  i£  non  vera,  is  certainly 
Benjamin  travato,  chose  the  last,  and  this  is  what  he 
said  : 


"  Fish  swims  in  worter.  They  are  of  three  kinds, 
wales,  spratts,  and  larfiin  ieners.  Wales,  my  teacher  tells 
me,  is  the  cuckoo  of  the  oshun,  becos  it  never  laze  its  oan 
eggs.  Spratts  is  tf  too  kines,  the  silver  spratt,  wich  is 
ketched  with  pickle  cabbiajje  in  netts,  and  the  smoaked 
spratt,  wioh  is  ketched  in  bundils,  tide  with  tard  string. 
Boath  is  good  to  ete.  They  are  also  used  as  dog  bi?kit3 
and  chiokin  mele.  I  have  forgot  wot  I  was  tort  about 
lar&n  ieners.    This  is  orl  I  no  about  fish." 


This  yam  reminds  me  of  the  old  schoolboy  essay  on  the 
"  elefnnt,"  which  was  defcribed  as  "the  most  largest 
annymile  in  the  world  ;  itt  has  a  legg  at  eche  comer  and  a 
tale  at  boath  end?."  I  hardly  think  the  writer  of  the 
essay  on  fish  is  likely  to  shine  as  a  leading  light  in 
biological  science ;  but  if  he  perseveres  he  may  in  time 
make  a  decent  "  fish  liar,"  able  to  amuse  and  interest  us 
with  some  fresh  piscatorial  wheezes.  I  cannot  but  regret 
my  young  friend  should  have  been  so  careless  as  to  have 
"  forgot  wot  he  was  tort "  about  that  most  interesting  fish 
the  "  larfiii  iener;"  but  for  that  lapse  of  memory  we 
might  all  have  learnt  something  at  onee  novel  and 
instructive. 


I  HEAR  that  yet  another  new  book  on  tlic  sport  is  to  be 
published  shortly,  "  The  A. B.C.  of  Angling."  I  hope 
none  of  us  will  be  D.E.P.  to  its  teachings. 



The  "Anglers'  Record"  for  March  is  to  hand,  and  is 
well  up  to  its  old  form.  The  piece  de  resistance  is  an 
article  (illustrated)  by  R.  Fortune,  F.Z.S.,  on  sea  fishing 
at  Filey.  The  price  of  this  monthly  journal  is  Is.  per 
year,  post  free,  and  application  should  be  made  to  the 
editor,  Mr.  F.  A.  Redding,  Wellington-road,  Leeds. 


Mr.  John  Lane  is  bringing  out  a  new  edition  of  the 
delightful  Natural  History  of  Selborne,  demy  4to,  and 
uniform  with  his  "  Walton's  Compleat  Angler."  It  is  too 
early  t3  criticise  the  work,  as  only  the  first  number  has 
appeared ;  but  the  editor,  Mr.  Grant  Allen,  may  be 
trusted  for  the  accuracy  of  the  explanatory  notes. 


GiLNocKiE  sends  me  the  following  eel  story.  Gil's 
great  on  eels.  "  In  the  Damfoot  pool,  nigh  Esk  and 
Liddle's  trysting  place,  he  booked  the  monster.  All  at 
once  the  great  brute — black-red,  sometimes  as  ugly  as 
sin,  while  shining  like  eilver — leapt  out  of  the  water, 
and  fought  fiercely  to  be  rid  of  the  bit  of  crooked  wire, 
but  all  in  vain.  Then  the  big  '  reptjile,'  lunging  and 
pulling  like  mad,  rushed  through  the  Willow  pool  into  the 
surging  Cauldron  stream.  After  him  goes  the  agile 
angler,  letting  out  oceans  of  rope,  through  the  Thistle 
pool  at  the  head  of  the  Netherby  water,  under  the 
railway  bridge,  and  past  Kirkancfrews  _  auld  kirk,  _  at 
times  hanging  by  the  tree  rods,  and  slipping  and  slipping 
over  the  rocks,  labs  of  skin  peeling  off  his  shins,  tearing 
his  breeks  among  the  bushes,  careering  over  huge 
boulders,  scratching  his  face  and  hands  among  stubborn 
briars  and  obstinate  prickly  thorns,  until  the  tired 
monster  begins  to  give  way,  and  is  brought  to  the  bank  a 
little  above  Longtown — length,  12ft. ;  weight,  unknown. 
'  12ft,'  echoed  a  bystander.  '  Yes,  12ft.  long,  my  boy,  a 
fine  fresh-water  eel.'  Well,  I  had  a  nice  job  with  him, 
for  he  coiled  himself  round  the  body  of  a  passing  horse  so 
tightly  that  I  had  to  take  the  animal  home,  and  still  that 
eel  refused  to  leave  go,  then  we  sawed  his  head  off,  and 
skinned  the  eel ;  all  to  no  purpose — we  could  not  separate 
him  from  that  unfortunate  steed,  and  were  compelled  to 
shut  them  both  up  in  a  stable  all  night.  Next  morning, 
neither  horse  nor  eel  could  be  found,  but  we  followed  the 
trail  of  the  monster's  blood,  and  tracked  the  footprints  of 
the  horse,  over  a  potato  field  and  two  peat  mosses,  to  the 
edge  of  a  big  scaur  overlooking  the  Border  Esk,  and  then 
we  lost  all  trace  of  both  ;  and  now  the  owner  of  the  horse 
wants  me  to  shell  out  the  price  of  that  nag.  Mean  !  isn't 
it?" 

 >»»♦<  

Non-residents  in  the  Royal  County  who  intend  to  try 
for  trout  in  the  Thames,  from  Windsor  upwards, might  not, 
perhaps,  all  know  that  the  Berks  County  Council  recently 
agreed  to  apply  to  the  Home  Secretary  for  an  order, 
under  the  Act  of  '94,  prohibiting  during  the  whole  year 
the  taking  or  killing  of  thebittern,  kite,  king6sher,  merlin, 
owl,  harrier,  hobby,  honey  buzzard,  Ac.  This,  in  such  a 
favourite  residential  and  sporting  county  (observes 
."W.  F."),  must  he  a  source  of  great  satiBfaction  to 
naturalists,  and  if  here  and  there  a  leveret,  a  young 


pheasant,  or  a  partridge  or  two  be  killed,  or  trout  water 
lose  a  few  fish,  let  it  be  remembered  that  this  is  happily  a 
time  of  preservation  and  re-stocking  of  fish,  if  not  alsT, 
more  or  less,  of  feathered  game.  Moreover,  anglers  will 
doubtless  share  in  the  pleasure  cf  noting  the  gradual  re- 
appearance of  the  birds  of  prey,  and  especially  of  that 
large  and  rare  bird,  the  bittern,  and  the  sadly  diminished 
kingfishtrs.  Perhaps  some  gamekeepers  might  have  to  be 
instructed  about  some  of  the  lesser  birds  named  in  the 
"protected"  list,  as  well  as  some  water  bailiffs.  But  as 
the  Guildford  Natural  History  Society  are  about  to 
preserve  Woolmtr  Forest  and  its  ponds,  and  if  equally 
sporting  Hampshire  should  follow  the  lead  of  Berks  and 
EOme  other  southern  counties,  rare  birds  might  become 
comparatively  common  in  a  few  years  time. 

 >-*~t^*~<  

The  Royal  Aquarium  will  offer  a  most  liberal  shillings- 
worth  to  its  Easter  holiday  patrons.  From  the  early  hour 
of  10  a.m.  (the  doors  open  at  a.m.)  until  11.45  p.m. 
there  will  be  a  continuous  succession  of  entertainments  of 
a  most  diversified,  pleasing,  sensational,  and  amaeing 
character.  Anglers  will  have  the  additional  attraction  of 
the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  which  will  only  remain  open 
until  Wednesday  night,  and  which  is  by  general  consent 
one  of  the  very  best  "Fisherijs"  seen  at  the  famous 
Westminster  palace  of  amusement. 


The  Hastings  Anglers  had  a  very  enjoyable  night  on  the 
occasion  of  their  second  annual  dinner  on  March  22.  A 
large  and  influfntial  list  of  members  was  recorded  in  the 
Hastings  Aryiin,  The  president,  Councillor  Travers, 
occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Foster.  The 
function  was  in  every  respect  a  great  success.  The  club 
numbers  180  members,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
deserves  the  support  it  receives,  for  no  better  body  of 
sportsmen  exists  than  the  Hastings  Anglers. 
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DOCTOR  MACNAMARA 


Is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  vigorous  members  of  the 
London  School  Board  (writes  a  correspondent).  He  is 
always  worth  listening  to,  and  his  gestures  apppeal  to  the 
eye  as  his  witty  words  appeal  to  the  ear.  I  was  watching 
Lim  the  other  day  when  he  was  making  a  speech,  full  of 
fire  and  enthusiasm,  on  a  subject  very  dear  to  his  heart, 
and  every  now  and  then,  as  he  made  a  point  or  sought 
to  catch  at  a  fact  of  a  most  telling  character,  he  threw 
out  his  arms  as  though  making  a  "cast,"  and  I  said  to 
myself,  "  As  sure  as  fate  '  Mao'  is  a  fisherman."  Soon 
after  I  took  a  pliant  ten  minutes,  and,  catching  the 
Doctor  in  the  lobby,  I  accused  him  of  being  an  angler. 
He  not  only  admitted  the  soft  impeachment,  but  waxed 
immensely  enthusiastic  over  angling  and  anglers.  Dr. 
J.  T.  Macnamara,  M.L.S.B.,  was  born  in  Montreal 
in  1861.  He  is  the  son  of  a  "Clare"  man,  whose 
zeal  for  Home  Rule  was  only  equalled  by  the  vigour 
with  which  he  fought  England's  enemies  in  the  Crimea 
and  elsewhere.  Dr.  Macnamara  inherits  his  keenness  for 
fishing  from  his  gallant  soldier  father,  who  has,  alas  I  just 
answered  the  roll-call  of  the  "great  majority,"  and  no 
longer  can  make  flies  for  his  distinguished  son,  or  help 
him  to  trim  things  up  at  the  end  of  a  day's  trout  fishing 
in  Devon.  "Almost  the  first  thing  I  cm  remember," 
said  Dr.  Macnamara  to  his  interviewer,  "  is  the  big  rough 
spoon  bait  in  the  Canadian  lakes.  I  fancy  the  fish  are 
better  educated  now,  and  not  gulled  so  easily.  As  a  boy 
I  fished  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Exe  (we  used  to  get  good 
dace  and  roach  there  in  the  early  seventies),  and  the 
Exeter  Canal  down  near  '  Turf,'  where  there  used  to  be  a 
big  carp  pond,  some  big  perch,  and  some  formidable  jack. 
More  than  once  I  have  been  immersed  in  bolh  the 
canal  and  the  river,  my  father  using  pious  expletives 
from  the  bank  meanwhile,  for  I  was  a  pretty  frisky  young 
fish  myself  then.  My  father  was  a  terrific  walker,  and 
took  immense  strides.  As  became  a  soldier's  son,  I  felt 
from  the  very  outset  tljat  I  ciuld  do  not  less  than  '  Kape 
Blip.'  How  I  used  to  strain  my  juvenile  legs  in  those 
early  days,  doing  the  seven  miles  tramp  along  the  canal 


banks  to  'Turf!  The  result  is  that  everybody  who 
walks  with  me  now  complains  that  I  step  too  long.  The 
talks  we  had  !  We  were  real  '  chums.'  One  cf  our  ptt 
discussions,  I  rememter,  was  whether  eels  left  the  water 
at  eight."  "  Ycu  are  a  busy  man.  Dr.  Macnamara,"  said 
his  inteiviewer;  "that  everjbody  knows.  Do  yau  stiU 
manage  to  find  time  for  a  little  angling?  "  "  Yes,"  wai 
the  reply  ;  "  every  year  I  try  to  get  a  little  fly  fisfajog  in 
Devonshire,  and  I  run  down  for  occasional  week-ends  to 
the  Noifolk  Broads,  my  companion  invariably  being  Mr. 
Organ,  of  the  London  County  Council,  who  I  persuaded 
to  become  an  angler  some  years  ago.  Fishing  is  my  only 
pastime.  I  am  a  hard  worker,  as  yon  say,  and  to  get 
away  with  rod  and  bag,  even  for  a  few  hours,  is  an 
immense  boon.  What  can  be  so  refreshing  and  iavigorai 
ting  as  the  contact  with  nature,  the  fresh  air,  and  the 
obvious_  concomitants  ?  But  there  is  something  else, 
not  quite  so  obvious.  A  real  angler  is  completely  pre« 
occupied.  Everything  else — even  politics— is  automatically 
excluded  from  the  mind  directly  the  cast  touches  the 
water.  This  is  the  important  thing  to  me,  and  to  those 
who,  like  myself,  give  their  days  and  nights  to  exhaustive 
dealing  with  statistics  and  abstruse  questions.  This  pre- 
oc  upation  is  the  only  one  I  know  of  which  is  really 
invigorating  and  exhilarating  in  itself.  Do  you  understand 
me?  If  you  do  not  you  are  no  fisherman!"  Dr, 
Macnamara  was  perfectly  underotood,  and,  what  is  more, 
he  was  lured  on  to  talk  a  little  more  of  his  fishing  experi- 
ences. The  Doctor,  as  is  well  known,  is  frfquently  called 
upon  to  address  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  country— 
mainly  on  the  education  question — most  week-ends  of  the 
year.  His  good  friends  in  distant  locilities  know  his 
weakness,  and  three  out  of  four  of  the  invitation  letters 
from  the  organisers  of  these  meetings  wind  up  with  in- 
structions as  to  where  a  little  fishing  can  be  done  while 
he  is  in  the  district.  "  Yes,"  said  Dr.  Macnamara,  with 
his  cheery  smile ;  "  I  have  been  privileged  to  learn  a  thing 
,or  two  more  than  can  be  found  in  the  ordinary  fishing 
'  Guide,'  or  even  in  the  omniscient  Gazette.  I  have 
come  across  some  raie  anglers  among  the  teaching  pro- 
fession, one  of  the  most  noted,  I  think,  being  Mr. 
Harrison,  of  Brathay,  a  gentleman  who  regularly  boils  his 
egg  in  his  coffee  at  2  a.m.  every  Saturday  morning  on  Winder- 
mere when  the  char  are  biting.  I  nearly  had  a  fiasco 
owing  to  my  fishing  proclivities  not  so  very  long  ago.  I 
was  fishing  at  Ormesby,  and  was  due  to  speak  at  t  hi  Town 
Hall,  Yarmouth,  in  the  evening.  Having  go:d  sport,  I 
gloriously  missed  the  last  train,  and  I  bad  to  drive  helter 
skelter,  put  my  fish  in  the  Mayor's  parlour,  and  get  to 
work  on  the  platform  in  my  rough  jacket.  1  don't  think 
my  remarks  lost  atiy  of  their  force  on  that  account,  for 
the  Yarmouth  ftlk  dearly  love  a  fisherman."  Dr. 
Macnamara,  it  may  be  remarked,  often  uses  angling  illus- 
tration to  colour  his  speeches.  Not  long  ago  he  wag 
talking  at  the  School"  Board  on  the  irregular  atten- 
dance  of  school  children  in  a  certain  district,  when 
one  of  his  colleagues  cried  out,  "  You  shouldn't  run  that 
district  down,  there's  some  fine  fishing  there."  This 
raised  a  laugh,  but  the  doctor  put  the  laugh  on  the  i  ight 
side  by  his  quick  retort,  "Evidently;  and  even  the 
children  are  permitted  to  take  their  hook  !  "  Dr. 
Macnamara  has  represented  the  division  of  West  Lambeth 
on  the  London  School  Board  for  nearly  two  years.  He 
is  the  editor  of  the  Schoolmaster — a  paper  which  has  been 
singularly  strengthened  and  improved  since  it  came  under 
his  charge — and  an  advocate  cf  the  interests  of  the 
teaching  profession,  of  which  he  was  for  seme  time  an 
honoured  member  at  Bristol  ;  and  he  is  particularly 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  school  children.  He  is  a 
vigorous  debater,  and  is  competent  to  give  a  bad  quarter 
of  an  hour  to  his  opponents  when  occasion  requires. 


Here  is  a  true  tale  from  the  "Queen's  Navee."  The 
first  lieutenant  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  let  us  sa^ 
H.M.S.  Magniloquent,  when  proceeding  to  the  Medi- 
terranean station,  was  asked  by  a  lady  friend  to  le  kind 
enough  to  convey  to  another  friend  in  Malta  a  small 
package.  Anxious,  like  every  naval  officer  is  and  should 
be,  to  oblige  a  lady,  he  readily  consented,  and  took  charge 
of  the  package  for  delivery.  After  being  at  sea  two  days 
or  so  there  was  an  unpleasant  smeJl — a  sort  of  gentle  purr 
was  audible  in  the  lieutenant's  cabin.  By  the  time  the 
ship  reached  the  Mediterranean  the  purr  had  increased  to 
a  loud  bark,  and  the  gallant  ofticer  thought  it  was  time  to 
investigate  matters.  The  trouble  was  traced  to  the 
package  in  question  ;  it  was  opened  and  promptly  thrown 
overboard. 

 >  ♦»»  <  

On  returning  to  London  be  called  upon  bis  fair  friend 
to  apologise  for  the  non-delivery  of  the  parcel.  "I  had 
to  throw  it  overboard,  you  know,"  he  pleaded.  "  OhJ 
Mr.  Blank,  it  really  doesn't  matter,"  replied  the  lady; 
"  but  my  friend,  Mrs,  B.,  in  Malta,  is  so  fond  of  a  piece 
ot  fresh  salmon.  I  thought  I  would  ask  yon  to  be  kind 
enough  to  take  her  a  nice  fish  my  husband  caught  in 
Scotland."  The  good  dame  evidently  thought  Malta  was 
somewhere  in  the  mouth  of  the  Thames. 

 >  •*  *  <  

Here  is  a  riddle  for  some  of  you.  What  is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  new  woman  riding  a  bicycle  and  the 
little  dog  running  beside  her  ?  Give  it  up,  of  course.  The 
one  wears  bloomers  and  the  other  pants. 


"  Where  is  Robinson  ?  I  don't  see  him  here  to-day. 
Is  he  here  ?  "  asked  the  man  who  occasionally  dropped  in. 
"No."  "  He  is  out,  attending  a  funeral,  I  suppose?" 
"Yes?"  "Well,  he's  always  attending  a  funeral.  I 
suppose  that  two  out  of  three  times,  when  I  come  in  to' 
see  him,  he  is  off  attending  a  funeral.  Queer  fad  of< 
Robinson's,  isn't  it?"  "  Yes,  but  he  lyon't  attend  avy- 
more."  "No?"  "No;  he's  out,  attending  his  own. 
funeral  to-day."  DBAfiNET. 
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"The  aecond  prize  was  won  Mr;  HaddMk,  who 
repreaented  the  Freehold  Angling  Club,  of  Leeda, ,  hia 
weight  being  71b.  7ox.,  he  having  ciught  all  the  fish  the 
first  day,  and  never  got  a  bit3  the  tesond. 

"  The  third  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  S.  Fox,  of  the 
Sheffield  Anglers,  his  weight  Vjeing  71b.  loz. 

"  The  fourth  and  fifth  pri/ea  were  won  by  Mr.  I'ickera- 
giil,  of  Keighley,  with  61b.  12^oz.,  and  Mr,  J.  Atherton, 
of  Preston,  with  51b.  13oz.,  respectively. 

"  Most  of  U8  went  back  home  by  the  five  o'clock  train, 
and  all  acknowledged  they  had  spent  two  of  the  joUiest 
and  moat  interesting  days  of  their  lives." 


FISHING  COMPETITION  AT 
WTRESDALE._ 

A  Lancastkias  Bends  the  following  : 
"Dear  'Dragnet,' — I  went  down  on  Friday,  at  the 
kind  invitation  of  Capt.  Ormrod,  to  view  the  novel  fishing 
compstition  to  be  held  at  Wyreadale  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, the  24th  and  25th.    I  say  '  novel '  fishing  competition 
beciose,  unlike  most  other  fishing  competitions,  the  com- 
petitors were  to  fish  in  a  reservoir,  and  the  prizes  were 
not  cups  and  shields,  but  live  fish  for  stocking  the  waters 
of  the  successful  clubs.    The  prizes  were  as  follows  : 
"  1st  Prize. — The  choice  of  lOOt)  best  rainbow  yearlings, 
t         or  600  rather  late  batched  rainbow  two-year-olds 
1    "  2nd  Prize. — Either  of  the  above  which  are  rejected 
for  the  1st  prize. 
"  3rd  Prize.— 500  best  rainbow  yearlings. 
"  4th  and  oth  Prizes. — Left  to  Capt.  Ormrod's  dis- 
cretion, but  will  be  fish  that  are  a  credit  to  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  and  probably  will  be  mixed  lots, 
but  the  fisherman  himself  will  have  sjme  choice  in 
the  matter. 

"  Capt.  Ormrod  had  imdcrtaken  to  bear  the  expense  of 
bed  and  breakfast  for  one  night. 

"  The  day  was  beaut  fully  fine.  '  Old  Sol '  was  shining 
forth  in  all  his  glory,  and  a  few  clouds  were  chasing  each 
other  across  the  azare  sky. 

"  About  a  dozen  of  n  s  arrived  by  the  10. 15  a.m.  train  from 
Lancaster,  and  we  were  met  by  Capt.  Ormrod,  mounted 
on  a  pony,  and  by  Mr.  Henry,  the  energetic  secretary  of 
the  fishery. 

"  It  was  arranged  that  we  should  await  the  arrival  of 
the  majority  of  the  competitors  by  the  10.38  train  from 
Preston  way,  and  when  these  arrived  we  started  on  our 
way  towards  the  Cleveley  Fishery.  I  may  mention  that  a 
cart  was  waiting  at  the  station  to  carry  the  rods  and 
baskets  up  to  Nickey  Nook,  and  a  great  number  were  glad 
to  avail  themselves  of  Capt.  Ormrod's  generosity,  as  it 
appeared  that  we  were  going  to  have  a  warm  day  of  it. 
About  twenty  minutes'  walk  up  the  river  bank  brought  us 
to  the  Cleveley  Fishery,  which  is  an  extension  of  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery. 

It  only  seems  a  short  time  ago  since  Capt.  Ormrod 
acquired  the  Luneedale  Hatchery ;  bat  within  about  three 
years  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  has  grown  so  rapidly  that  he 
had  to  be  looking  for  a  means  of  extending  it,  and  I  think 
he  could  not  have  hit  on  a  more  desirable  spot  than  where 
Cleveley  Mill  once  stood,  or  rather,  worked,  for  the  mill 
itself  still  stands,  but  it  is  gradually  losing  the  looks  of  a 
com  mill. 

"  First  of  all  we  were  taken  through  this  large  building, 
and  the  different  things  were  pointed  out  by  the  captain. 
On  the  ground  floor  there  were  two  large  tanks,  used  as 
starving  boxes ;  they  are  for  starving  the  fish  in  before 
they  are  despatched  on  a  railway  journey. 

"They  have  ti  go  through  this  treatment,  as  they  are 
better  able  to  stand  the  journey.  There  are  only  two  of 
these  boxes  at  Cleveley,  but  at  Wyresdale  there  are  a  good 
number,  as  Cleveley  is  not  so  much  a  place  from  which 
fiah  will  be  despitched,  but  mostly  for  stocking  large  fiah 
for  breeding  purposes. 

"  On  the  same  floor  there  is  a  machine  for  chopping 
the  food  for  the  fish.  The  next  floor  above  is  used  for 
loading  fish  on  to  the  carts,  &o.,  and  to  facilitate  this 
there  is  a  large  crane.  The  upper  storeys  of  the  building 
are  used  for  storing  carriers,  &c. 

"  Two  very  large  ponds,  which  were  used  for  storing 
the  water  to  supply  the  mill — the  mill  was,  of  course, 
worked  by  water  power — have  been  made  into  ponds  for 
two-jear-old  fish.  There  are  many  thousands  of  fish  of 
this  age  in  at  present,  and  they  are  being  kept  for  stock 
fish ;  that  is,  they  will  be  used  for  breeding  when  they  get 
old  enough.  These  ponds  are  connected  by  screens,  which 
are  Capt.  Ormrod's  own  invention. 

"  The  great  difficulty  with  screens  used  for  this  purpose  is 
to  atop  them  getting  choked  up  with  leaves  and  other 
rubbish,  but  Capt.  Ormrod  claims  that  thesa  screens  will 
keep  themselves  clear  of  such  matter. 

"  The  next  ponds  contained  yearlings,  but  owing  to  a 
little  frost  daring  the  previous  night  they  were  fjozen  over, 
and  we  had  to  be  satisfied  with  seeing  the  ponds  and  taking 
the  Captain's  word  for  it  th  it  there  were  fish  in  them.  The 
next  you  see  on  going  up  tne  fishery  ia  a  series  of  ponds, in 
course  of  construction.  These  are  being  made  for  fry. 
"The  fish  in  this  fishery  lead  a  natural  river  life,  as  the 
river  Wyre  has  been  divided  into  two  streams,  and  one  of 
them  flows  through  the  fishery.  This  manner  of  snpply- 
icg  the  ponds  with  water  tends  to  stren^'then  the  fish,  and 
in  consequence  makes  better  fish  than  those  that  are  kept 
in  ponds  with  only  a  limited  water  supply. 

'  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  up — and  this  fishery 
18  a  very  long  one — we  came  to  the  spawning  house.  The 
house  ia  a  study  in  itself.  The  floor  of  the  building  is 
divided  into  sections,  in  which  are  placed  '  rainbow  males,' 
rainbow  females,'  '  Fordinalia  males,'  '  Fontinalis 
females,'  '  ur  ripe  fish,'  &c. 

"  When  the  building  is  closed  a  canvas  screen  covers  np 
the  different  divisions  to  stop  the  fish  from  jumping  out  of 
one  place  into  another. 

On  the  side  of  this  building  there  are  shallow  boxes 
sni  spawning  dishes,  and  many  other  appliances  for 
spawnmg  fiah,  and  Capt.  Ormrod  showed  na  how  a  '  rain- 
bow' ia  artificially  spawned. 

These  fish  are  of  immense  size,  some  of  them  quite 
101b.  in  weight,  and  it  is  a  boast  of  the  Wyreadale 
Y'hery  Co.'s  that  they  never  spawn  two  and  three-year- 
old  fiah,  as  is  done  at  a  great  many  other  fisheries  in  the 
Kingdom  ;  indeed,  as  regards  the  rainbow  trout,  they  hold 
the  only  mature  parent  fish  in  this  country. 

The  roof  of  this  bnilding  is  covered  with  some  patent 
»toff  which  ia  not  glass,  yet  it  allows  light  to  pass  through. 
't  u  composed  of  a  light  wire  gauze  covered  with  a 
Mutton. 


"  After  we  had  gone  as  far  as  the  top  of  the  fishery,  where 
the  water  enters  from  the  river,  we  wended  our  way 
backwards  to  tho  building  I  mentioned  above,  where  we 
partook  of  some  refreshments.  Here  Capt.  Ormrod  made 
a  neat  little  speech,  in  which  he  said  that  the  water  we 
were  going  to  fish  in  was  owned  by  the  Fylde  Waterworks. 
They  had  objected  to  the  match  btiog  held  in  their  water, 
and  had  threatened  to  lower  the  water  down  to  lOft., 
which  he  hoped  they  would  not  do.  He  had  consulted  hifi 
solicitors  on  the  matter,  and  found  that,  as  he  had  the 
sporting  rights  over  this  water,  they  could  not  object  to 
the  match  being  held  there  ;  but,  to  make  the  matter 
doubly  sure,  he  bad  made  out  a  number  of  permits,  signed 
by  him,  and  these  would  be  given  to  each  compstitor  before 
taking  his  place  to  fish.  He  trusted  they  woull  be  as 
careful  as  possible,  and  not  move  any  stones,  &c.,  so  that 
tee  waterworks  people  could  not  come  on  him  for  d-image 
(App'ause  )  About  12.15  we  started  towards  Nickey 
Nook,  and,  after  crossing  the  river  and  the  hills,  we 
arrived  at  the  reservoir  a  little  before  two  o'clock. 

"  Here  the  roll  was  called,  and  after  every  competitor 
had  got  his  permit,  he  went  to  the  place  he  bad  selected. 
Each  competitor  was  allowed  to  select  his  own  station  the 
first  day,  but  was  not  allowed  to  go  within  12yds.  of  the 
competitor  on  his  right  or  left,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
making  matters  simpler  a  number  of  pegs  were  driven  in 
the  ground,  12yds.  apart,  and  on  each  peg  a  number  was 
tacked. 

"  Punctually  at  the  hour  stated  (2  30)  a  revolver  was 
fired  as  a  signal  to  commence  fishing.  On  the  first  day 
competitors  were  allowed  to  change  their  places  after  an 
hour's  fishing,  if  they  got  the  consent  of  the  referees,  but 
without  consent  they  were  not  on  any  consideration  to 
leave  their  positions  originally  chosen.  There  was  a 
gentle  breeze  blowing,  which  made  a  slight  ripple  on  the 
water.  Ths  prizes  were  for  the  largest  catch  of  both  days 
added  together.  The  largest  weight  caught  the  first  day 
was  71b.  7oz.,  ciught  by  the  representative  of  the 
Freehold  Angling  Club,  Leeds,  and  the  second  was 
61b.  3oz  ,  by  the  representative  of  the  Keighley 
Angling  Club.  These  two  were  far  ahead  of  the  others, 
the  next  weight  being  only  3|lb.  The  fish  caught  were 
rainbows.  Loch  Leven,  and  brown  trout,  Alpine  char,  and 
Fonfiimlis.  At  five  o'clock  the  revolver  was  again  fired  as 
a  BTgual  to  stop  fishing,  and  after  the  catches  had  been 
weighed-in,  a  start  was  made  in  the  direction  of  the  Old 
Holly.  Capt.  Ormrod  had  provided  a  cart  to  carry  those 
who  wore  too  tired — or  lazy— to  walk  back.  The  others, 
including  myself,  of  course,  walked  back  over  the  hills. 
It  was  not  very  clear,  but  from  the  top  of  the  hills  we  had 
a  magnificent  view  ;  in  fact,  it  was  worth  going  to  Nickey 
Nook  to  get  this  beautifal  view  from  the  hUl  top. 

"  We  reached  our  rendezvous  about  half-past  six,  and 
waited  a  short  time  until  dinner  was  served.  After 
dinner  a  smoking  concert  was  held  in  the  spacious  room 
belonging  to  the  hotel.  Thus  ended  the  first  day  of  the 
match. 

"  But,  oh  !  what  a  differencs  in  the  morniig — Fridiy,  a 
fine  day  and  everything  that  could  be  desired ;  Saturday, 
a  cold,  damp,  miserable  day.  The  ground  was  covered  with 
snow,  and  it  looked  as  if  we  were  in  for  a  proper  day  of  it. 
Everybody  appeared  to  be  as  jolly  as  possible,  in  spite  of 
the  damp  state  of  the  weather.  Breakfast  was  served  at 
8.30,  and  about  9.15  we  commenced  the  second  day's 
tramping.  Like  the  first  day,  a  cart  was  ready  to  carry 
those  who  preferred  riding  to  walking.  Nothing  worthy 
of  notice  happened  before  we  reached  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery.  Capt  Ormrod  was  here  to  greet  us,  and  so  were 
the  referees  (Mr.  J.  W.  Blakey,  of  the  Ayiglcr,  and  Capt. 
Edgar  Warner,  of  Redditch).  Columns  could  be  written 
describing  this  most  interesting  establishment,  but  space 
will  not  permit  me  to  do  so. 

"  We  were  conducted  round  the  place  in  two  lots,  Capt. 
Ormrod  taking  one,  and  the  head  keeper,  Chas.  Brooks, 
taking  the  other.  [Bravo,  Brooks  !  when  are  you  going 
to  send  me  my  two-year-olds  ?]  We  viewed  the  hatching- 
houses  and  all  the  many  other  buildings  and  ponds,  and 
one  pond  in  particular  was  well  noticed.  It  contained 
some  gigantic  fish.  Every  time  one  came  near  the  top 
you  could  hear  a  lot  of  '  oh's  I  '  '  eh's  ! '  '  ah's  ! '  It  was  a 
magnificent  sight. 

"  We  were  shown  some  samples  of  the  fish  which  were 
for  the  prizes,  and  these  fish  were  indeed  a  credit  to  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery.  When  we  had  had  some  refreshment 
it  was  time  to  start  for  the  reservoir  to  finish  the  match. 
We  arrived  here  without  mishap  just  after  twelve  o'clock. 
All  those  fishing  this  day  had  to  draw  lots  for  their  respec- 
tive stations.  The  same  signal  was  given  to  start  fishing 
as  was  given  the  first  day.  By  now  it  was  snowing  hard, 
and  a  keen  wind  was  blowing,  which  made  fishing  a  very 
difficult  task, 

'  Very  soon,  first  one  and  then  another  gave  it  up,  and 
we  adjourned  to  a  bcathouse.  To  enliven  things  up  a  little 
we  had  some  singing.  Mr.  Fielding,  of  Bolton,  giving 
'  Scots  wa  hae,'  '  Annie  Laurie,'  and  '  Old  Lang  Syne,' 
and  a  few  other  well-known  songs  in  which  we  all  joined 
in  the  chorus. 

"Cheers  were  given  for  Capt.  and  Mra.  Ormrod  and 
Mr.  Henry.  Meanwhile,  what  was  going  on  outside.  The 
referees  and  about  twenty  competitors  stuck  manfully  to 
their  posts  in  spite  of  the  weather.  It  could  be  seen  that 
the  Leeds  representative  was  not  going  to  have  matters  all 
his  own  way.  The  Levenshuhne  representative  was  pulling 
fish  out '  like  steam.' 

"  In  three  hours  he  caught  seventy-two  fish,  and  some 
of  the  others  were  catching  a  good  number. 

"  At  3.30,  the  revolver  was  again  fired,  and  there  the 
match  ended. 

"  On  weighing-in,  it  was  found  that  the  first  prize  had 
been  won  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson,  of  the  Levenshnlme 
Angling  Society,  near  Manchester,  with  a  total  weight  of 
lllb.  o^oz,,  his  catch  being  lib.  the  first  day,  and 
101b,  SJoz,  the  second. 


LYCHNOBITE  ANNUAL  CONCERT. 
On  Saturday  evening,  the  25th  ult.,  (lis  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society  gave  their  fifth  grand  smoking  concert,  in 
aid  of  Printers'  Charities,  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Alders- 
gate-street,  E.G.  St.  George's  Hall  was  crowded  by  seven 
o'clock,  a  large  attendance  of  ladies  being  one  of  the 
features  of  the  evening.  The  programme  was  an  excellent 
one,  the  whole  being  under  the  able  direction  of  Mr, 
Albert  Walter,  a  guarantee  of  success  in  himself.  Pro- 
ceedings commenced  with  a  selection  from  the  "  Belle  of 
New  York,"  by  the  Royal  White  Band,  followed  by  an 
overture,  "  Konig  und  Bettlerin,"  after  which  the  rapidly- 
arriving  artistes  were  trotted  out  in  such  quick  succession 
that  when  eleven  o'clock  arrived  Mr.  Albert  Walter  sang 
the  final  song  and  made  the  fortieth  turn  of  the  evening. 
It  is  difficult  to  single  out  any  one  artiste  deserving  of 
more  praise  than  another,  as  all  were  so  very  pleasing. 
The  grand  singing  and  beautiful  mandoline  obligates  of 
Mies  Amy  Brook,  R.A.M.,  delighted  everyone,  and 
brought  forth  a  beautifal  bouquet  from  the  chairman. 
Equally  good  were  the  excellent  songs  of  Madame 
Stephanie  Olive,  Miss  Geraldiae  Hewgill,  and  Madame 
A.  L.  Povey,  the  latter  receiving  quite  an  ovation.  Then 
came  Miss  Ada  Rowella,  a  clever  young  lady,  whose  songs 
were  from  the  pen  of  the  Lychnobite  secretary,  and  who 
sang  extremely  well,  followed  by  Miss  Kate  McGeeney, 
who  also  received  a  beautiful  bouquet  from  the  chairman. 
The  sweet  singing  of  this  lady  evoked  general  approbation, 
and  it  was  deeply  regretted  that  time  did  not  allow  a 
further  hearing.  Mr.  Bertram  Gill,  Mr.  Alf  Smart, 
Mr.  Fred  Davies,  Mr.  Tom  Mulroy,  Mr,  Fred 
Rome,  Mr.  Joe  Levet  (an  old  favourite),  and 
Mr.  W.  Skinner  (extremely  funny)  all  rendered 
excellent  songa  and  were  vociferously  applauded. 
Mr.  Cecil  Graeme  gave  a  clever  performance,  entitled 
"  Twenty  Faces  Under  One  Hat ;  "  while  the  Alexandra 
Trio,  who  appeared  by  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Dundas 
Slater,  of  the  Alhambra  Theatre,  met  with  a  well-deserved 
reception ;  as  did  also  Mr.  Charley  Osborne,  an  ever 
popular  author,  who  sings  as  well  as  he  writes,  which  is 
saying  a  great  deal.  A  feature  of  the  evening  was  the 
presenters  of  the  bouquets  in  the  persons  of  Miss  Daisy 
Richardson,  Miss  Daisy  Walter,  Miss  Lilly  West,  and 
Miss  Daisy  "  Drag.,"  all  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Albert 
Walter.  Much  disappointment  was  felt  at  the  non- 
appearance of  Miss  Marie  Lloyd  (present  last  year),  who  was 
seized  with  sudden  illness  earlier  in  the  day,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  give  up  all  her  engagements,  including  the  TivoU. 
■'Dragnet,"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  filled  the  post  of 
chairman,  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  L.  Chaplais,  from  the 
"  Olde  Ben  Jonson,"  the  headquarters  of  the  society. 
Master  Albert  Walter  was  suffering  from  a  severe  cold, 
and  advisedly  stayed  away.  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  arrived 
late,  Miss  Vesta  Victoria  and  Mr.  Charles  Coborn  both 
apologised  on  account  of  business,  yet  stiU  there  were 
enoujih  artistes  and  to  spare.  At  the  piano,  Mrs.  Newman 
Harrison  and  Mr.  Jas.  Jefferson  contributed  splendidly  to 
the  harmony  of  the  evening,  while  the  excellent  arrange- 
ments of  the  hall  and  the  comfort  of  all  concerned 
were  the  especial  units  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Atkins, 
the  genial  and  courteous  manager  of  the  Champion 
Hotel,  who  was  all  kindness  and  attention.  On 
the  whole,  the  concert  was  a  great  snciess,  notwith- 
standing the  number  of  peculiar  diffictilties  with  which  the 
committee  have  been  confronted  and  the  mysterious  oppo- 
sition that  kept  asserting  itself  in  the  most  unexpected 
quarters.  Had  not  the  committee  been  made  of  the  right 
stuff  a  different  result  might  have  been  expected.  As  it 
is,  the  thanks  of  all  are  due  to  Mr.  Gus  Cannell,  Mr.  L. 
Swalthy,  Mr.  W.  Povey,  Mr.  G.  H.  Skinner,  Mr.  C. 
Townsend,  and  to  Mr.  Tom  Pedley,  the  hard-working 
assistant-secretary  of  the  Lychnobites,  and  to  those  many 
other  friends  who  so  kindly  assisted  in  carrying  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue  the  fifth  annual  concert  of  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society. 

A  balance-sheet  will  be  issued  shortly,  but  at  present  is 
being  withheld,  awaiting  farther  expected  donations. 

H.  G.H. 


DERWENT  FISHERY  BOARD  AND 
ANGLERS. 
The  angling  season  being  now  open,  the  Derwent 
Fishery  Board  at  their  last  meeting  decided  to  discontinue 
the  "  Black  List"  system.  In  future  all  who  care  to  apply 
for  permits  can  have  them  on  the  usual  terms,  irrespective 
of  the  suspicions  of  watchers  or  the  police  records.  A  good 
many  people  felt  that  the  boycott  of  certain  individuals 
adopted  by  the  fishery  board  was  unfair  and  un-English, 
but  whether  this  feeling  has  anything  to  do  with  the 
changed  attitude  of  the  conservators,  or  whether  the  new 
policy  is  dictated  by  consideration  of  the  board's  finances, 
it  is  impossible  to  say.  It  should,  however,  be  a  satis- 
faction to  anglers  to  know  that,  for  this  season  at  any  rate, 
none  of  them  need  tremble  lest  his  i>ermit  be  refused.  It 
is  a  case  of  "  Let  'em  all  come."  Gil, 
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^om  from  tte  iBtortt). 

Anglers  were  fairly  snowed  and  frosted  off  the  water 
all  last  week.  A  cast  now  and  again  was  got  ia  the  lulls 
of  the  storm,  bub  little  or  nothin?  accomplished. 


A  "  dirty"  fresh  set  in  on  Sunday,  and  the  Dee  came 
down  at  mid-diy  "  mountains  high,"  carrying  everything 
before  it.  The  wind  was  easterly  till  Monday,  when  it 
Te3rod  round  to  S.W.,  and  then  the  snow  accumulations 
g  it  the  proper  scire.  Still,  the  traces  of  the  late  storm 
will  take  some  time  to  obliterate. 


Sach  a  spall  of  frost  and  snow  has  not  been  experienced 
in  the  north  for  twenty-one  years  back  at  thia  advanced 
period  of  the  year.  Then  the  lapwings  perished  by  the 
thousind.  and  their  dead  bodies  were  picked  up  by  the 
Bjore  at  tha  riverside.  The  storm  then  lasted  fully  three 
weeks.   

The  Duke  of  York  has  been  most  unfortunate  as  yet  in 
his  spring  visit  to  the  Dee.  He  has  been  on  the  river 
almost  daily ;  but,  of  course,  what  sport  could  be  expected 
under  such  conditions,  and  the  little  he  has  had  has  been 
dearly  bought.  He  has  nearly  a  week  yet  at  his  disposal, 
and  as  fish  are  plentiful  below,  the  present  floods  will  be 
all  the  better  for  his  waters. 


A  friend  has  called  my  attention  to  some  remirka  anent 
angling  being  suspended  on  some  tidal  reaches  during  the 
smolt_ migration  ia  May.  Any  suspension  which  takes 
place  is  purely  1  )cal.  Ttiere  is  no  suspension  on  the  Ugie, 
and  as  far  as  the  Ythan,  Dee,  Don,  &c.,  are  concerned, 
anglers  can  respect  the  regulation,  or  otherwise,  as  much 
or  as  little  as  they  think  fit. 


No  sportsmen  kill  smolts ;  and  such  suspension  of  angling 
rights  ia  a  bit  of  bluff  ou  the  part  of  certain  local  biiliffs, 
and  other  interested  parties,  to  scare  tidal  anglers  off  the 
water  where  the  smo'ts  are  thickest,  and  so  save  watching. 
Smolts  are  always  protected,  and  so  need  no  special  close 
time,  yet  regular  notices  are  issued  year  after  year, 
warning  anglers  off  the  water  during  the  first  thrae  weeks 
in  May.  ___ 

A  good  few  finnock  (whitling)  are  now  being  got  in  the 
tidil  waters  of  the  Dee  and  Don.  Better  baskets  have 
been  made  on  the  latter  river  since  the  season  opened  than 
has  been  the  case  for  the  past  dozen  years  or  more. 

The  record  pries  for  salmon  for  the  season  was  reached 
on  Thursday  last,  in  the  Aberdeen  Market,  when  only  two 
fish  were  on  the  slabs,  and  were  taken  out  at  the  high 
figure  of  3s.  OJd.  per  lb.  On  Saturday,  the  prices  fell  to 
33.  and  33.  2d.   

"  Dr.  Jim  "  and  Sir  John  Wi  Hough  by  have  gone  north 
to  the  Helmsdale  for  a  month's  spring  salmon  angling. 
Dr.  Taylor,  London,  is  coming  north  to  the  Ugie  on  the 
.5th  icst. ;  and  Mr.  George  Bankart  and  party,  from 
Leicester,  follow  him  on  the  loth  inst.,  for  a  few  weeks 
among  the  early  yellow  trout  and  finnock. 


The  Inveicauld  Arms  Hotel,  Ballater,  so  long  the  reiort 
of  salmon  anglers  to  the  upper  waters  of  the  Dee  when  in 
the  hands  of  the  McGregors,  has  been  let  to  Mr.  Proctor, 
of  the  Gordon  Arms,  Fochabers.    Tie  new  lessee  will 


have  nothing  to  do  with  the  fishings,  which  are  now  let 
separately,  at  the  handsome  rental  of  £1500,  to  a 
syndicate  of  sportsmen,  who  take  possession  in  May. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  McGregor,  who  are  leaving 
the  Invercauld  Arms  in  May,  were  entertained  to  dinner 
in  the  Grand  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  by  a  number  of  city  and 
county  gentlemen  and  sportsmen,  in  recognition  of  the 
many  kindnesses  received  at  their  hands  in  the  past.  The 
guests  were  the  recipient  j  of  handsome  and  appropriate 
presents  on  the  occasion.  The  function  throughout  was 
superb,  and  even  surpassed  Mr.  Mann's  best. 

Capt.  C.  F.  Penny,  writing  of  a  week  he  had  on  the 
Ythan  whitling  fishing,  siys  :  "  I  enjoyed  the  fishing 
very  much,  and  Mr.  Ritchie  was  very  attentive  and 
obliging."  Much  depends  on  the  weather,  of  course ;  but 
sport  is  very  brisk  just  now.  Special  Scotch. 


Iptovincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  Saturday  evening  last  at  the  Sportsman 
Inn,  Wood-street,  Kidderminster.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of 
Birmingham,  presided ;  and  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  of 
Worcester,  occupied  the  vice-chair.  All  members  were 
present.  After  the  roll  call,  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting,  hell  at  Bristol,  were  read  and  confirmed.  The 
secretary  read  a  letter  from  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal 
Co.,  which  wen',  to  show  that  he  had  through  the 
association  been  instrumental  in  getting  the  company  to 
adopt  a  close  season  from  March  15  to  June  1.").  The 
letter  also  went  to  show  that  the  compiny  had  put 
another  2000  perch  in  the  canal,  and  that  no  perch  under 
7in.  were  in  future  to  be  taken.  The  letter  and  the  action 
of  the  secretary  was  approved  of,  and  a  resolution  was 
passed  restricting  members  from  taking  the  fish  mentioned 
under  the  limit  named.  Eight  new  clubs  who  had  applied 
for  affiliation,  which  had  been  visited  and  found  properly 
constituted,  were  admitted  into  the  association.  The 
secretary  informed  the  meeting  that  he  had  arranged  for 
the  Nene  Association,  Northampton,  to  be  visited,  as  they 
were  anxious  to  join  the  association.  The  maximum  grant 
of  two  guineas  was  sanctioned  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
Pearson  Testimonial  Fund.  The  minutes  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee meetings,  held  on  Feb.  20  and  22,  were  read.  These 
went  to  show  that  the  committee  had  decided  to  engage 
caunsel  to  hold  a  watching  brief  at  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  when  the  cas3  of  Humphreson  re  the  Shropshire 
Angling  Afsjoiation  came  on  for  hearing.  Mr.  Cook,  of 
Wolverhampton,  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  com- 
mittee the  constant  pollution  of  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
river  Pent,  in  which  two  clubs  in  Wolverhampton  and  one 
ia  Tipton  were  interesteL  This  matter  was  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  secretary.  Mr.  L.  Green,  of  Reading, 
reported  that  a  great  destruction  of  fish  had  taken  plac? 
on  the  Thames,  at  Reading,  through  the  construction  of 
the  electric  light  works.  This  matter  was  also  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  secretary.  The  committee  approved  of  the 
action  of  the  Warrington  Association  in  expelling  three 
members  for  bad  conduct  on  the  18th  ult.  last. 
This  concluded  the  business  of  the  meeting,  when  the 
committee  adjourned  for  dinner,  which  was  provided 
by  the  Kidderminster  Association.  The  delegates  from 
the  latter  association  were  also  present.   After  the  dinner 


had  been  disposed  of,  Mr.  R.  Wingfield  presented  Mr.  T. 
Coles,  the  president  of  the  P. A. A.,  with  a  valuable 
diamond  ring  and  a  cheque  for  £45,  for  services  rendered 
to  the  association  during  his  term  of  office,  which  dated 
back  to  the  formation  of  the  association.  Mr.  C.  White, 
the  general  secretary,  also  presented  Mr.  Coles  with  a 
gold  and  silver  badge  of  office  ;  and  the  Reading  Association 
presented  him  with  a  special  cake,  made  by  Messrs. 
Huntley  and  Palmer.  The  presentation  having  been 
acknowledged,  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted 
to  harmony.  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  pri/j 
winners  in  the  Bingley  Hall  fish  competition  :  Pike — fira 
H.  Morland;  second,  H.  James.  Perch — first, 
Blackwell ;  second,  A.  Juggins.  Chub — first,  A.  Perksi 
stcDnd,  C.  Cottrell.  Roach— first.  Small  Heath  Cluli 
second,  W.  Welsh.  Dace — first,  J.  Jukes;  second, 
Webb.  Bream — first,  J.  Attwood  ;  second,  W.  E.  Morr 
Two  extra  prizes  were  also  awardei  to  Messrs.  A.  Padge 
and  E.  Griffiths.  Trout— first,  Deritend  Society  ;  second 
H.  Barton.  Barbel — first,  A  Juggins  ;  no  second  fisf 
exhibited.  Tench— first,  W.  Woodful ;  second.  H.  JameSr 
The  following  are  the  winners  of  the  rare  fish  specimens : 
Burbot — Mr.  Clapshaw.  Ruffe — J.  Attwood.  Gudgeoa 
— Travellers'  Rest  Club.  Golden  trout— W.  Thornton. 
Bream-Roach — W.  Crosbee.  Notice  will  be  given  as  to 
the  distribution  of  prizes.  The  St.  Paul's  Society  intend 
holding  concerts  every  Tuesday  evening  during  the  close 
season. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Now  that  the  oarse  fishing  season  ij  over  anglera 
are  beginning  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  trout  streams, 
but  up  to  the  present  the  conditions  have  not  been  at  all 
favourable  for  the  prosecution  of  this  class  of  sport.  The 
severe  spell  of  cold  weather  recently  experienced  has  quite 
upset  the  calculations  of  fly  fishermen.  Scarcely  a  fly  has 
been  seen  upon  the  waters,  which,  moreover,  are  so  low, 
consequent  upon  the  continued  dry  weather,  that  even 
under  favourable  circumstances  satisfactory  sport  would 
almost  be  an  impossibility.  Happily,  the  weather  has  now 
taken  a  turn.  A  warmer  atmosphere  prevails,  but  until 
there  is  a  good  fall  of  rain  it  is  doubtful  whether  mach 
good  can  be  done.  The  prospects  for  the  Easter  holidays 
are,  therefore,  not  encouraging.  On  some  private  wateri 
pike  fishermen  continue  to  obtain  good  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

A  most  agreeable  change  of  the  weather  has  taken  place 
in  this  district,  for  after  being  snowei  up  for  about  a  week 
we  are  again  having  very  mild,  warm  weather,  with  an 
occasional  copious  shower  of  rain,  which  will  no  doubt 
greatly  cleanse  our  waters,  and  bring  them  more  in  con- 
dition for  angling  during  the  Eiater  holidays  ;  in  fact,  it 
has  gladdened  the  hearts  of  our  local  anglers,  who  had 
been  thrown  into  gloom  over  the  extreme  winterly  we ither 
of  the  past  week,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  fair  sport 
should  the  weather  continue  anj  thing  like  it  is  at  present. 
A  few  small  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  top  stretches  of 
the  river  Hull,  running  about  |lb.  ea-ih,  and  no  doubt  a 
few  good  fish  will  be  met  with  at  the  bjck-ends  during  the 
week.  The  present  state  of  the  weather  will  also  have  the 
tendency  to  bring  the  fiounders  and  ee's  on  the  run  again 
in  the  havens  and  drains,  and  als3  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  river.  The  Brunswick  A.8.  fished  a  match  on  the 
river  at  Weelferry,  but  the  weather  was  so  inclement  on  the 
day  in  question  that  only  seven  of  the  competitors  managed 
to  catch  a  fish,  the  prizps  being  taken  in  the  order  given ; 
Messrs.  R.  NichoUs,  W.  Arnold,  J.  Carter,  W.  Sellers, 
W.  Dodsworth,  W.  Thompson,  and  J.  Barnett.  This 
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society  have  a  special  meeting  to  arrange  matters  for  their 
next,  on  April  lu.  The  Stoneferry  Angling  Society  have 
a  sweepstakes  on  April  8 ;  and  on  the  15th  the  new  sc  c  ety, 
the  Trinity  A.S.,  will  fish  their  first  match  on  the  river  on 
Hinto  riatts.  This  society  held  a  most  succasaful  smoking 
concert  at  the  Malt  Shovel  Hotel  the  other  evening,  and 
several  other  clubs  have  held  their  annual  smoking  con- 
certs during  the  past  week  or  s?,  which  greatly  helped  to 
soothe  the  minds  of  our  local  anglers  during  the  bad 
weather.  The  St.  George's  Angling  Society,  of  Newing- 
ton,  held  a  very  successful  one  at  their  headquarters, 
over  100  anglers  attending,  and  the  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  was  of  first  class  order,  Messrs.  W.  Richardson,  T. 
Chester,  J.  Foster,  Spurr,  Eumley,  O'Grady,  and  McLean 
greatly  contributing  to  the  evening's  enjoyment.  The 
Victoria  Angling  Scciety  also  held  a  smoking  concert  at 
the  White  Horse  Hotel,  in  Carr-lane,  for  the  benefit  of 
Mr.  Eobert  Weir,  a  much  afflicted  member  of  the  society  ; 
but  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  wintry  weather,  the  muster 
of  anglers  was  not  near  so  large  as  had  been  anticipated; 
nevertheless,  a  nice  little  sum  was  realised.  The  North 
Mytcn  Angling  Society  will  hold  a  special  meeting  at  the 
Golden  Cup  Hotel,  on  the  oth,  to  arrange  place  and  date 
for  their  first  match.  This  club  now  numbers  about  forty 
members,  and  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  having 
Bome  valuable  prizes  to  be  fished  for  during  the  season. 
The  next  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association  wiU  be  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  April  5th  ;  chair  to  be  taken  at 
eight  o'clock.  A  large  gathering  of  anglers  and  their  lady 
friends  assembled  at  the  Central  Hall,  on  Monday  evening, 
to  celebrate  the  thirteenth  annual  soiree  and  ball  of  the 
East  Elding  Angling  Society,  which  was  a  most  interesting 
and  enthusiastic  affair.  This  society  will  open  their  match 
fishing  season  on  the  river  Hull,  at  Weelferry,  on 
April  22.  On  May  13,  Blnndell,  Spence,  and  Co.'s  Angling 
Club  have  arranged  to  hold  an  open  angling  match  on  the 
river  HnU,  at  Dunswell. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Although  at  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday  night)  it  is 
blowing  a  gale  of  wind,  accompanied  by  heavy  rain, 
prospects  are  certainly  better  than  they  were  last  week. 
The  ten  diys  of  wintry  weather  came  to  an  end  on 
Saturday  last,  in  a  blizzard  of  wind,  snow,  and  rain. 
Sunday  and  Monday  were  moderately  fine  days,  and  the 
rain  now  falling  will  have  the  effect  of  lifting  rivers  a  bit. 
There  is  plenty  of  time  for  the  weather  to  "take  up" 
before  these  lines  are  printed,  and  we  are  hopeful  that 
circumstances  may  be  such  that  there  will  be  sport  in 
store  during  the  holidays.  So  far  as  the  season  has  gone, 
there  has  not  been  a  large  turn-out  of  anglers.  Many 
observe  Good  Friday  as  their  opening  day,  following  this 
up  with  a  day  or  two  in  Easter  week,  but  "  we  never  fish 
on  Sunday"  in  this  district.  Visitors  should  remember 
that  they  will  be  allowed  to  fish  in  Windermere  from 
April  1  (Saturday),  and  should  the  day  be  favourable  no 
doubt  the  privilege  wiU  be  taken  advantage  of  to  the  full. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

One  of  the  latest  associations  to  be  formed  in  this 
coimty  is  the  Chorley  Angling  Society,  and,  from  reports 
to  hand,  are  progressing  satisfactorily  with  the  venture. 
They  will  open  the  season  on  Good  Friday  with  a  match 
for  a  good  let  of  prizes.  For  the  future,  intending 
members  must  be  on  the  nomination  list  for  four  weeks 
before  the  ballot  decides  their  fate.  This  is  a  reasonable 
and  necessary  precaution.  Lancashire  emerges  from  the 
great  contest  on  the  21th  and  25th  ult.,  at  Wyresdale,  with 
credit  by  securing  easily  the  premier  prize  by  a  surplus  of 
41b.  in  weight  and  several  in  count,  in  addition  to  which 
the  fifth  prize  alas  comes  to  Lancashire,  and  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  to  Yorkshire.  The  St.  Helen's 
anglers,  on  March  23,  publicly  acknowledged  the  services 
of  that  veteran  angler,  Mr.  E.  Ball,  by  presenting  him 
with  an  enlarged  photo  of  himself.  The  occasion  was 
characterised  by  a  lot  of  honest  enthusiasm.  The  first 
annual  concert  of  the  Perdleton  Angling  Society  was  a 
most  pronounced  success,  the  programme  being  very 
attraftive.  The  articles  were  the  Ecclesbro'  (Orches- 
tral Society,  the  Prince's  Theatre  Glee  Party,  Misses 
Marley  and  Peploe,  Mr.  Challoner  (humourist),  and 
Messrs.  Kaye,  Henderson,  Gresty,  Morris,  Hulme,  MacKay, 
Speed,  Eowe,  and  Reynolds,  with  Mr.  Walley  as  accom- 
panist. A  programme  of  twenty-one  items  is  sadly  too  much 
for  one  concert,  it  we  remember  the  inevitable  encores, 
and  no  doubt  the  second  venture  will  be  somewhat 
shortened  and  improved.  Just  at  present  the  anglers  of 
Liverpool  are  deeply  interested  with  hatchery  operations 
of  a  kind  a  trifle  out  of  the  ordinary,  for  nothing  but  tame 
fish,  i.e.,  fish  artificially  reared,  have  been  dealt  with,  and 
the  success  of  the  experiment  is  being  anxionaly  awaited. 
■To  all _  appearances  the  ova  is  effectoally  fertilised,  and 
time  will  show  the  amount  of  return  the  promoters  of  this 
enterprise  will  obtain  for  all  their  time  and  trouble.  "The 
Lune  and  its  tributaries,  with  the  uncertain  weather  and 
low  water,  are  not  fishing  well,  and  all  agree  that  the 
prevailing  pollution  is  simply  abominable. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  meeting  cf  the  board  of  management  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  F'ishery  was  held  in  this  city  on  March  24, 
Mr.  R.  Burr,  the  president  of  the  fishery,  presiding.  After 
the  usual  preliminary  and  routine  business, Mr.  W.  Prescott, 
treasurer,  presented  and  read  the  seventh  annual  balance- 
sheet,  which,  for  the  third  year  in  succession,  proved 
highly  satisfactory.  The  board  has  now  surmounted  all 
Its  difficulties,  and  the  fishery  having  obtained  a  firm  hold 
on  the  canal  fithing  fraternity,  the  future  is  calmly 
anticipated,  and  success  assured.  The  officers  and  com- 
mittee were  re-elected,  the  programme  for  the  ensuing 
year  discussed,  and  sete-al  sugjjegtions  made  which  were 
calculated  to  add  to  the  attractions  and  usefnlnesa  of  the 
enterprise.  During  the  past  year  about  £20  have  beeh  spent 
in  stocking,  an'!  should  the  income  of  the  coming  season 


show  any  improvement,  of  course,  more  in  this  department 
may  be  accomplished.  Any  suggestion  as  to  improving 
the  fishery  will  be  very  welcome  if  sent  in  to  the  secretary. 
The  Sun  Angling  Society,  Hulme,  at  their  last  meeting 
got  through  a  lot  of  business.  Several  new  members  were 
elected,  and  more  nominated.  The  list  of  specimen  fish 
reported  weighed-in  since  the  last  meeting  included  roach 
of  15oz.  and  i)oz.  by  Mr.  W.  Dyson,  jun.,  and  a  roaoh  of 
9oz.  by  Mr.  Dyke,  all  caught  on  March  12,  ar-d  considered 
very  gocd  from  the  water  fished.  They  have  some 
desirable  waters  in  view,  and  are  sanguine  of  soon  having 
control  of  the  same,  in  addition  to  those  already  acquired. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Robins  jn's  victory  in  the  two  days'  contest  on 
the  24th  and  25th  was  a  very  popular  one  in  this  city.  In 
the  two  days,  with  a  total  of  five  hours,  he  took  111b.  5oz. 
of  trout,  the  second  man  getting  71b.  7oz.  The 
Moss  Side  Socials  at  their  last  meeting  elected  four 
new  members,  and  received  four  nominations  for  two 
vacancies,  which  will  complete  the  full  muster  of  seventy. 
At  the  next  meeting  the  question  of  substitutes  in  the 
championship  matches  will  be  discussed,  and  as  this 
question  is  important,  a  good  attendance  is  requested  for 
April  10.  The  sale  of  fish  out  of  season  still  goes  on,  and 
there  is  apparently  no  hope  of  getting  officialdom  to  move. 
A  party  of  our  city  fishermen  are  bo  and  for  Llanymyneoh 
at  Easter,  amongst  whom  will  be  found  such  well-known 
names  as  Messrs.  S.  Hall,  T.  Ashworth,  Hy.  Hyde,  and 
J.  Lund,  and  probably  T.  Driver  and  others,  the  visit 
being  looked  upon  as  an  annual  one. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Weather  permitting,  rod  fishers  will  be  after  the  salmon 
known  to  inhabit  the  favourite  rans  at  Shardlow  and 
King's  Mills  during  the  holidays.  The  Trent  rose  a  few 
inches  on  Monday,  and  the  rise  must  have  again  set  the 
fish  on  the  move  upwards.  At  the  Greet  mouth  on  the 
day  named  a  member  of  the  Nottingham  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  Association  ciught,  with  the  worm,  a  handsome 
brace  of  trout  of  4|lb.  The  fish  were  in  very  good  con- 
dition, and  they  had  evidently  come  out  of  the  Greet  for 
change  of  water  in  the  main  river.  Members  of  the 
association  held  their  annual  dinner  at  headquarters  on  the 
night  of  March  23,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  H.  Fryer, 
the  vice-chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  0.  W.  Eayson.  _  The 
chairman  proposed  the  chief  toast  of  the  evening  in  highly 
f elicit  o  IS  terms,  saying  the  society  had  a  big  balance 
(£35  38.  7d.)  in  hand  ;  and  in  response,  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner, 
the  enterprising  secretary,  read  a  letter  from  the  clerk 
(Mr.  C.  K.  Eddowes)  to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  in 
which  the  latter  gentleman  said :  "  1  am  greatly  obUged 
by  the  receipt  from  your  society  of  a  cheque  for  £5, 
granted  to  the  funds  of  this  board.  I  am  sure  that  the 
board  will  look  with  much  pleasure  upon  the  spontaneous 
action  of  your  club.  Were  other  clubs  animated  with  a 
like  spirit,  and  showed  it  in  a  practical  manner,  the  opera- 
tions of  the  board  might  be  considerably  extended.  Kindly 
convey  my  personal  thanks  to  your  members."  Just 
before  the  season  closed  a  fine  pike  of  101b.  2oz.  was 
caught  in  the  Grantham  Canal,  near  Denton  Bridge,  by 
Mr.  A.  Menzies  of  that  town.  It  was  sent  to  Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Sons,  of  London,  for  preservation.  A  very 
good  fish  was  also  taken  in  Denton  Ecssrvoir  by  Mr.  E.  G. 
Briggs,  of  Leicester. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Up  to  the  present  anglers  have  not  been  able  to  con- 
gratulate themselves  on  the  sport  they  have  obtained 
amongst  trout,  for  although  the  weather  was  very  much 
better  for  the  closing  days  of  the  coarse  fishing  season, 
yet  since  then  it  has  been  very  cold  and  wet,  with  the 
result  that  anglers  have  not  ventured  forth  in  very  great 
numbers.  The  Sheaf,  which  provided  good  sport  near  at 
home  last  season,  is  said  to  contain  very  few  fish,  and  in 
order  to  improve  mitters  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers' 
Society  proposes  to  dam  up  the  stream  in  certain  places, 
and  re-stock  with  fish  not  less  than  Sin.  in  length.  A 
week  ago  the  reports  from  the  Loxley,  Udon,  and  Eivelin 
were  to  the  effect  that  rain  was  badly  needed,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  downfalls  of  last  week-end  will  bring 
about  the  much  desired  improvement  in  the  waters.  The 
Sheffield  Association  has  again  rented  the  Wingfield  Mill 
Pool,  which  provided  them  with  capital  sport  last  year, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  year  the  result  will  be  equally 
gratifying.  Some  first-class  sport  was  forthcoming  in  the 
early  days  of  the  season,  and  in  free  reaches  in  the  Amber, 
in  the  same  district,  several  decent  catches  have  been 
made.  The  cold  weather  put  an  end  to  fishing  in  the 
Derwent  and  Wye  districts,  but  anglers  are  hoping  to  make 
amends  for  this  during  the  Easter  holidays,  when  the 
Wye  will  probably  be  the  better  stream  of  the  two. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
March  has  not,  previous  to  this  week,  fulfilled  its 
traditions  as  being  a  boisterous  month,  although  cold  and 
inclement  in  the  extreme.  Mild,  rainy,  and  windy  weather 
ruled  when  these  notes  were  written,  and  prospects  for  the 
Easter  holidays  are  as  yet  not  over  promising.  Neverthe- 
less, it  is  satisfactory  that  the  wind  is  in  a  warmer  quarter, 
and  that  the  water  will  probably  be  in  good  order  for 
spinning  and  bottom  fishing.  If  favourable  conditions 
prevail  a  good  many  anglers  will  doubtless  be  out  with  the 
spinning  tackle  during  the  holidays,  and  the  capture  of  a 
few  good  trout  should  be  recorded.  Trout  fishing,  up  to 
the  present,  has  been  absolutely  unproductive,  and  this  is 
not  a  matter  for  regret,  inasmuch  as  the  few  fish  yet 
taken  have  by  no  means  been  in  good  condition. 
The  fact  that  the  local  water  bailiffs  are  well  on  the  'jiii 
vive  for  illegal  netters  should  ba  taken  aaa  warning  to  the 
Shrewsbury  followers  of  that  risky  occupation.  The 
bailiffs  are  now  taking  to  use  boats  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  and  they  made  a  cok;/  recently  which,  although 
not  entirely  successful,  was  still  not  fruitless.  They  found 
two  men  illegally  netting  the  Severn  at  the  Isle,  a  few 
miles  above  Shrewsbury,  and  went  for  them  in  smnrt  style. 
The  men  managed,  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  to  evade 


capture,  but  they  left  Vjehind  them  two  coracles  (frorn 
which  they  had  been  using  their  net),  the  net  itaelf,  and 
about  70lb.  of  pike,  chub,  perch^  and  three  ill-conditioned 
trout.  The  Eev.  J.  B.  Meredith,  of  Kincerley  iiectory, 
near  Oswestry,  hua  raised  a  question  of  considerable 
interest  to  anglers  on  the  Severn  and  \'yrnwy — namely, 
whether  or  not  sea  trout  were  at  one  time  fairly  numerouH 
in  these  rivers.  In  the  correspondence  columns  of  the 
Fisldiifj  Cazclle  of  last  week  the  reverend  gentleman's 
testimony  on  the  subject  was  published,  and  certainly 
seems  well  nigh  incontrovertible.  What  may  be 
taken  as  corroborative  evidence  is  given  by  Mr.  H.  H. 
Hughes,  of  Shrewsbury,  a  member  of  the  Severn  Board 
of  Conservators,  who  states  that  when  a  youth  he  used  to 
watch  his  father  angle  for  and  take  sea  tront  in  that 
borough.  In  opposition,  however,  we  have  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Alfred  George,  of  Tan-y-fron,  Meifod,  Welshpool, 
who  in  the  course  of  some  interesting  notes  which 
he  has  compiled  on  the  question,  says  he  thinks  it 
may  be  taken  for  granted  that  a  genuine  sea  trout 
has  never  been  captured  in  the  Vemiew.  He  siys, 
however,  on  second-hand  information,  that  there  have 
been  trout  caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shrews- 
bury quite  bright,  and  very  much  resembling  sea  tront, 
and  he  believes  he  has  at  one  time  taken  one  or  two  of 
these  fish  at  Meifod.  He  pronounces  them  non-migratory 
trout,  which  may  be  mistaken  by  strangers  to  the  river 
for  sea  trout.  Mr.  George  proceeds  to  say  that  there 
is  a  trout  very  much  resembling  a  sea  trout  in 
appearance  and  colour  canght  every  year,  but  not  in  any 
numbers,  in  the  Severn  at  the  navigation  weirs,  from 
Diglis  (Worcester)  to  Lincomb,  the  highest  of  the  naviga- 
tion weirs.  These  he  speaks  of  as  being  apparently 
migratory,  and  adds  that  they  are  always  large  fish; 
small  ones  never  being  ciught.  He  remembers  one  of 
lOIb.  4oz.  being  taken.  It  is  curious  that  Mr.  George 
refers  to  these  fish  as  not  being  canght  in  the  Severn 
until  the  navigation  weirs  were  built.  He  thinks  them  to 
be  giinuine  sea  trout.  These  notes  from  one  who  has  had 
so  lengthy  an  experience  of  the  Severn  fisheries  as  had 
Mr.  George,  are  most  interesting,  but,  inasmuch  as  the 
testimony  of  the  reverend  gentleman  is  not  actually 
refuted  thereby,  it  would  be  well  if  something 
more  definite  could  be  ascertained.  For  many  years 
past  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Anging  Association 
has  turned  trout  into  the  river  at  Shrewsbury,  and  it  is 
jnst  possible  that  the  fish  referred  to  by  the  Eev.  J.  B. 
Meredith  were  imported  species  of  fario  so  very  much  like 
sea  trout  that  they  were  mistaken  for  such  even  by 
experienced  anglers.  Whether  sewin  and  sea  trout  were 
or  were  not  at  one  time  to  be  taken  in  the  upper  Severn  is 
a  question  which  must  be  decided  by  old  and  experienced 
anglers  and  ichthyologists,  but  there  certainly  seems 
nothing  against  the  theory  that  before  the  time  of  naviga- 
tion weirs,  over  netting,  and  pollution,  these  migratory 
fish  were  to  be  found  high  up  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy, 
with  the  shad,  twaite,  flounders,  and  lampreys  that  were 
once  caught  pretty  commonly  at  Shrewsbury,  and  which 
are  referred  to  in  an  old  Act  of  George  III.  in  connection 
with  both  rivers. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Beginner. — We  can  supply  the  numbers  you  want, 
post  free,  for  2Jd.  per  copy. 

SuBst  RiBEE. — It  is  a  very  small  place  ;  but,  as  there  is 
a  continual  flow  of  water,  you  might  try  a  few  yearling 
rainbow  trout.    You  would  have  to  feed  them. 


[TFe  do  not  hold _  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondeyits.l 


TEOUT  FISHING  IN  NOETH  FEANCE— 
EXTEAOEDINAEY  CLOSE  TIME. 

Dear  Marston, — Pity  the  sorrows  of  an  exiled  trout 
fisher.  The  local  authorities  of  the  three  northern 
departments,  the  Pas-de-Calais,  the  Nord,  and  the  Somme, 
have  in  their  high  sapience  decreed  that  trout  and  salmon 
angling  this  year,  while  opening  as  usual  on  All  Fools' 
Day,  shall  be  closed  from  April  17  to  June  17  inclusive,  to 
assimilate  it  to  the  coarse  fishing  close  season,  the  reason 
alleged  being  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  efficient  super- 
vision if  certain  fishes  are  to  be  excepted,  taking  no 
account  of  the  fact  that  trout  and  salmon  fishing  has  been 
closed  by  law  since  Sept.  30,  while  general  fishing  has 
been  open  through  summer,  autumn,  and  winter. 

And  there  is  some  rather  pretty  tront  fishing  in  the  said 
departments,  and  a  lovely  rise  of  May  Fly  as  a  rule, 
lasting,  for  those  who  have  access  to  various  waters, 
approximately  from  May  20  to  June  15. 

Dear  brothers  of  the  angle  and  deft  casters  of  the  fly, 
fancy  being  debarred  from  using  it  from  mid- April  to  mid- 
June,  and  fancy  the  goodly  trout  fattening  on  the  elegant 
Ephemera  with  impunity  till,  as  a  great  author  and  fly 
fisher  once  said,  "  Their  tummies  grow  as  yellow  and 
shiny  as  buttercups  !  " 

It  seems  like  an  "  'orrid  dream,"  and  be  sure  that  we  are 
protesting  and  fighting  against  so  abnormal  and  ridiculous 
a  regulation.  But  I  hear  from  an  official  source  that  it 
is  rather  late,  almost  on  the  eve  of  its  coming  into  force, 
to  seek  for  a  revision.  But  if  we  s/io?(?(J  win,  and  trout 
fis'aing  be  allowed  in  this  year  of  grace  to  pursue  "  the 
even  tenour  of  its  way,"  as  heretofore,  I  will  promptly 
advise  you,  for  the  benefit  of  any  of  your  readers  who  may 
be  contemplating  spring  fronting  trips  to  this  side  of  the 
channel. — Yours  very  faithfullv,       CllAS.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  March  28,  18i». 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Payton  for  this  useful 
warning. — Ed.] 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  1,  1899 


FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 

Deae  Sir, — As  several  English  anglers  annually  visit 
this  county  over  Eastertide,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  try  to 
forecast  the  prospects  of  sport  during  the  vernal  festival, 
and  having  a  quarter  of  a  century's  experience  on  the 
different  waters,  I  may  claim  to  write  with  some  degree  of 
authority.  As  most  of  the  anglers  centre  round  Lake 
Coron,  Bodorgan,  I  may  begin  with  this  famous  free  lake. 
Hitherto  this  spring,  owing  to  exceptional  adverse  climatic 
influerces,  sport  has  been  much  below  par,  and  there  is 
evidently  no  falling  off  in  the  number  of  its  trout. 
Aiter  the  total  disappearance  of  ice  and  snow,  and 
should  the  floods  cease,  and  the  equinoctial  gales 
exhaust  themselves,  the  prospect  of  good  baskets 
would  be  more  certain  than  ever.  Next  comes 
Maelog  Lake,  Tycroes,  a  larger  lake  than  Coron,  and 
equally  free,  and  at  its  best  from  Easter  to  Whitsuntide, 
and  ecntainsthemostgamey  and  best  eating  trout  in  Wales, 
and  has  the  further  advantage  of  a  change  on  the  adjoin- 
ing Crygvll  liver.  A  few  miles  of  real  good  fishing,  mostly 
white  trout,  which  disappear  at  the  end  of  April.  With 
favourable  weather,  one  may  go  much  further  and  fare 
worse.  Traffwll  Lake,  near  Valley  (ticket  from  Mr. 
Pierce,  the  Hotel),  contains  Loch  Leven  trout  and  no  end 
of  perch  ;  and  in  the  same  vicinity  flows  the  Alaw,  the  most 
prolific  river  in  the  island,  but  the  trout  are  small.  Two 
miles  above  Llangefni  is  LakeProgwy,  small, butforits  size 
holaiDg  more  trout  than  any  lake  I  have  come  across.  A 
licence  is  required,  coveting  the  Cefni  river,  which  flows 
from  it,  and  also  the  Braint,  a  good  stream  flowing 
through  Dwyran,  parallel  tj  the  Menai  Straits.  The 
Cefni,  for  two  miles  above  and  below  Llangefni,  is  too 
much  fit  bed  to  afford  good  sport,  and  the  remaining 
portion  is  subject  to  the  tide,  and  must  be  well  curled  by 
a  south  wind  to  afford  real  good  sport.  The  best  flies 
that  cin  bs  need  for  the  coming  fortnight  are  March 
Brovra,  Alder,  Red  Palmer,  Cooh-y-bonddu,  and  Wick- 
ham's  Fancy.  May  wind  and  water  be  favourable  over 
these  long  expected  holidays  is  the  fervent  wish  of — Yours 
faithfully.  W.  H. 

March  28,  1899.  .  , 

MR.  E.  M.  TOD'S  LATEST  ROD, 
Mt  Dear  Mabston, — I  send  you,  for  your  inspection, 
my  latest  "Forrest"  Rod  (Forrest  and  Sons,  of  Keho 
and  of  London  fame) — one  butt,  two  mid  joints,  and  three 
tops.  I  ordered  it  from  the  parent  estabiishment  (Kelso) 
of  my  old  rod  maker.  I  possess  no  other  rods  for  salmon 
or  trout  fishing.  Upon  receiving  my  order  the  kind  old 
head  of  the  firm  did  for  me  what  he  would  do  for  no  other 
two-legged  creature — made  me  a  rod  with  his  own  skilled 
hands. 

Of  course,  he  has  long  since  ceased  to  work  at  rod 
making,  but  he  supervises  every  first-class  rod  from  start 
to  finish,  and  invariably  puts  the  final  touches  with  his 
own  hands  to  every  such  rod,  including  the  varnish. 

The  rod  is  of  whole  wood,  and  makes  up  into  what  are 
equivalent  to  two  reds.  No.  1  rod — "The  Tod  Rod" — 
ii  made  thus,  as  usual :  Butt  and  mid  joints  of  hickory, 
and  tops  lancewood.  No,  2  rod  is  a  fine  Tweed  rod,  all 
greenheart  save  the  hickory  butt,  which  is  common  to  both 
rods. 

The  rods  are  different  in  character  ;  each  possesses  its 
own  charm.    Length,  10ft.  lOin. 

I  have  arranged  that  the  rod  remain  for  a  time  on  view 
at  the  establishment  of  the  son,  Mr.  John  Forrest,  of  24, 
Thomas-street,  Oxford-street,  London,  W.,  so  that  anjone 
can  see  it,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  will  bear  inspection. 

As  "  good  wine  needs  no  bush,"  so  a  good  rod  needs  no 
"bosh"  writlien  about  it.  After  forty  years  of  faithful 
adherence  to  the  firm,  I  can  truthfully  say  that  Messrs. 
Forrest's  rods  are  not  only  fine  weapons,  but  stand  the 
test  of  time  and  hard  wear  in  a  wonderful  manner.— 
—Yours  truly,    Ewan  M.  Tod. 

WHEN  AND  HOW  TO  USE  GENTLES. 
Sir, — Mr.  Fishburn  is  to  be  complimented  on  having 
"  found  out  a  way  last  year  how  to  preserve  from  hatching 
until  rpquired  the  ova  of  the  bluebottle  fly."  It  is 
desirable  under  some  circumstances  that  a  thing  should  be 
kept  a  due  seasm  that  it  may  the  better  fulfil  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  intended,  but  in  the  matter  of  gentles  the 
most  approved  form  of  preservation  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  fresh  article.  To  those,  therefor?,  who  buy 
their  gentles  in  the  winter  season,  Mr.  Fishburn  (who  I 
see  advertises  his  gentles  in  the  Fishing  Oazette)  is  to  be 
heartily  recommended.  I  trust  that  he  makes  a  point  of 
giving  a  good  large  gentle  to  his  customers  under  all 
cireumstances,  and  sends  them  a  reasonable  quantity  for 
their  money. 

Of  course,  Mr.  Fishlnrn  recognises  the  market  value  of 
his  discovery,  and  unless  he  chooses  to  disclose  his 
method,  or  someone  ehe  arrives  at  the  same  result  and 
makes  it  known,  we  amateurs  will  have  to  keep  to  our  own 
methods,  which  have  the  merit  of  being  simple,  uncostly, 
and  sufficient.  Were  we  in  the  trade  it  would  of  course 
be  our  aim  to  arrive  at  more  peifeot  results — no  doubt  we 
should  undertake  more  elaborate  methods  the  better  to 
ensure  an  adequate  return  for  our  trouble. 

As  to  the  matter  of  artificial  breeding,  which  Mr.  Fish- 
burn disUnguishee  from  his  discovery,  I  do  not  see  that  it 
is  more  than  a  question  of  temperature,  and  certainly  no 
amateur  would  go  to  the  exteat  of  keeping  up  the 
tpmperature  of  a  room,  or  equivalent,  during  the  cold 
weather,  merely  to  have  a  supply  of  freshly-bred  gentles, 
which  he  could  obtain  of  Mr.  Fishburn  at  less  cott. 

In  conclusion,  I  mast  occ)  more  claim  that  excellent 
results  can  ba  obtained  by  my  method — the  usual  method 
io  principle  adopted  by  tbe  trade,  I  believe— and  I  have 
even  now  ditititict  recollections  of  the  comparison  I  onca 
was  able  to  make  between  my  own  preserved  gentles  and 
some  obtained  through  the  traJe.  A  certain  dealer,  who 
at   the  time  advertised  prominently  in   the  Finliirxj 


Gazette,  succeeded  in  extracting  an  order  from  me,  as, 
owing  to  an  unexpected  number  of  opportunities  in  the 
autumn  and  winter  to  go  a  fishing,  I  was  running  my 
preserved  stock  rather  low.  I  opened  the  box  of  gentles, 
and  proceeded  to  follow  certain  directions  therein  con- 
tained for  reviving  them  after  their  journey.  It  didn't 
answer,  and  I  pitched  the  lot  into  my  swim,  preferring  to 
economise  my  remaining  gentles,  which  were  beyond 
comparison  above  those  I  received  through  the  post, 
rather  than  use  the  rubbish  that  had  been  sent  me. — 
Yours  respectively,    Fossdyke, 

PISHING  IN  MAY. 
Deae  Sie,— Will  you  allow  me  to  express  my  thanks 
through  your  columns  to  the  three  gentlemen  who  wrote 
such  interesting  replies  to  vay  enquiry.  One  or  other  of 
the  places  I  certainly  mean  to  visit,  and  I  will  avail 
myself  of  the  offers  so  kindly  made  of  further  information. 
I  should  like  also  to  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  own  private 
note,  and  the  ancnjmous  correspondent  who  wrote  to  me 
from  Ireland  recommending  the  Ballinahinch  Fishery. — 
Yours  faithfully,    J.  G.  G. 

ARE  FINNOOK  YOUNG  SEA  TROUT? 

Deae  Sie, — A  case  which  is  cadsing  a  good  deal  of 
attention  among  Aberdeen  anglers  was  tried  in  Aberdeen 
Sheriff  Court  on  Thursday,  -3rd  inst. 

The  bone  of  contention  was,  "  Are  finnock  the  young  of 
sea  trout  ?  " 

One  of  my  local  customers  who  has  fished  Dee  and  Don 
for  the  past  thirty  years  tends  me  the  following  explana- 
tion from  his  own  observation  to  the  above  question. 

"  My  opinion  is  that  the  yellow  fin  is  the  young  of  the 
sea  trout,  and  goes  down  to  the  sea  in  the  months  of  May, 
June,  and  July.  They  remain  in  the  sea  until  the  months 
of  September  and  October,  and  then  start  to  ascend  the 
rivers  as  finnock.  They  remain  in  the  rivers  till  the 
spring  of  the  following  year,  and  return  to  the  sea  again 
as  kelt  finnock. 

"  The  finnock  that  are  killed  in  the  months  of  March, 
April,  and  May  are,  in  my  opinion,  no  other  than  mended 
kelts.  These  mended  kelts  return  once  more  to  the  sea, 
and  come  up  again  as  sea  trout  in  their  third  year. — 
J.  W.  L." 

Any  other  information  is  requested  through  your 
columns. — Yours  faithfully,  W.  BKovrN. 

[Finnock,  or  phinnock,  is  a  local  name  for  the  young  sea 
trout,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  all  fish  so  called  are 
actually  young  sea  trout. — Eu.] 


NEW  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  UGIE. 
Deae  Sie, — I  was  interested  in  the  description  in 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  4  by  your  frequent  corre- 
spondent, "  G.  M.,"  of  the  new  arrangements  for  fishing 
on  the  Ugie,  and  as  I  hope  to  visit  tbe  neighbourhood 
in  May  next,  I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  he  would 
answer  the  following  questions : 

1.  Is  the  Ugie  good  for  brown  trout  as  well  as  sea  trout 
and  finnock  ? 

2.  Will  it  be  too  late,  from  May  15  to  June  7,  for  sea 
trout  and  finnock  fly  fishing  ? 

3.  The  name  and  address  of  the  new  acssciation 
secretary,  and  that  of  the  hotel  at  Longside  ? — Yours 
truly.  Lux. 

[Our  correspondent,  "  G.  M.,"  sends  the  following 
further  pariieulars  :  1.  The  Ugie  affords  excellent  brown 
(yellow,  as  we  call  it  in  the  north)  trout  angling  all  over  the 
whole  river.  Average  about  Jib  ,  but  lots  ran  up  to  lib  ; 
and  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  Aberdeen,  killed  one  last  spring, 
41b.,  to  the  fly.  They  rise  freely.  2.  It  is  not  too  late  to 
look  for  finnock  in  May,  but  the  smolt  migration  comes  on 
about  then,  and  argling  on  the  tidal  waters  is  suspended 
by  regulation.  After  May  24,  however,  angling  com- 
mences again.  There  is  no  suspension  above  the  tidal 
waters  at  all.  3.  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  Advocate,  214, 
Union-street,  Aberdeen,  acts  as  managing  director,  and 
will  give  all  information.  The  Pn  prietor,  the  Hotel, 
Longside,  will  be  quite  sufiicient.  Railway  facilities  from 
Peterhead  are  abundant.    Good  hotels  there.] 


SKATING  AND  ROACH  FISHING  ON  GOOD 
FRIDAY. 

Deae  Sie, — I  have  just  r<ad  with  interest  Mr. 
Jardine's  "  Reminiscence,"  in  your  issue  of  26th  ult.,  of 
skating  and  roach  fishing  on  a  Good  Friday,  fifty-six  or 
fifty-seven  years  ago,  but  I  think  he  refers  to  the  Good 
Fii-lay  of  1845,  fifty-four  years  ago. 

My  recollection  is  clear  as  to  all  the  unusual  or  great 
frosts  occurring  during  the  last  sixty  years,  and  I  recollect 
no  skating  ia  or  near  London  on  a  Good  Friday  before  or 
since  the  year  1845.  I  was  skating  on  that  Good  Friday 
from  nine  till  six  (on  most  perfect  ice)  on  the  Longwater, 
Kensington  Gardens ;  and  I  have  referred  to  my  records 
of  winters  and  great  frosts,  and  amongst  them  to  a  letter 
appearing  in  the  Times  of  Feb.  4,  1879,  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Plant,  cf  Birmingham  (a  well-known  authority  on  such 
matters),  in  which  he  wrote  as  follows  : 

"  The  next  great  frost  was  in  1844-45.  This  was  a  pro- 
tracted winter,  throughout  the  whole  of  December,  a 
remarkably  cold  February,  and  so  severe  was  the  frost  in 
March,  1845,  that  on  Good  Friday  (March  21)  the  ice  in 
the  canal  was  of  such  thickness  that  boats  which  had 
been  bound  by  ice  for  many  weekj  were  still  locked  as 
tight  as  before."  , 

Obviously  I  did  not,  like  Mr.  Jardine,  fish  for  roach  on 
that  day,  but  I  was  then  a  roach  fisher  (as  I  am  still, 
notwithstanding  the  fascination  of  fly  tishiug,  which  IJtook 
up  la'e  in  life),  having  been  taught  the  mode  of  fishing  for 
them  with  the  long  pole  and  tight  hair  line  tome  two  years 
previously  by  a  well-known  profeesor,  a  very  geniil  old  man 
oF  tho  numo  of  Adams,  whoso  oecupilion  was  t'uat  cf  a 


furniture  dealer  in  London.  He  was  a  very  expert  roach 
fisherman  and  troUer  with  the  dead  gorge  bait,  and  used 
to  spend  a  deal  of  his  spare  time  angling  in  the  o  Id  Pike 
and  Anchor  fishery  at  Ponder's  End.  The  Pike  and 
Anchor  was  then  one  of  the  most  comfortable  fishing  inns 
on  the  Lea,  and  was  kept  by  a  very  worthy  host  (one  Toi 
Kied,  and  some  few  that  are  left  of  the  Lea  fisherman 
those  days  would  well  recollect  him). 

Thanks  to  the  old  man's  lessons,  I  cautcht  in  these  Ion(g 
agone  days  good  bags  of  fish  in  the  Pike  and  Anchi 
fishery,  and  in  the  old  Horse  and  Groom  fishery  at  Lea 
Bridge,  then  one  of  the  prettiest  and  pleasantest  fisheries 
on  the  Lea.  In  the  parlour  of  that  inn  was  a  very  well 
preserved  salmon  of  about  201b.  weight.  The  inscription 
on  the  case  recorded  the  fact  of  its  capture  in  that  fishery 
in,  I  think,  the  year  1827.  This  was  the  last  salmon,  X, 
believe,  taken  on  the  Lea  of  which  there  is,  or  was,  an_ 
record.  One  of  the  suooessful  anglers  who  then  occasion- 
ally fished  the  Pike  and  Anchor  Fishery  was  a  younj 
Chancery  barrister,  Thomas  Southgate,  who  subsequently 
became  a  very  successful  Queen's  Counsel,  made  a  large 
fortune,  and  retired  to  Marlow. 

These  were  happy  times  for  fishermen— plenty  of  fish 
and  few  fishermen,  with  pleasant  country  close  into 
London ;  alas  !  now  all  used  up  by  the  builders,  and  form- 
ing great  local  centres  of  business  and  population. 

It  is  marvellous  how  the  number  of  anglers  has  of  late 
years  increased.  Where  one  man  fished  in  the  forties, 
30O  at  least  do  now  ;  and  the  pastime  is  followed  by  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  from  Royalty  down  to  skilled 
artisans  and  labourers,  and  amongst  the  latter  are  some  of 
the  most  expert  and  clever  of  anglers  for  roach  and  other 
coarse  fiah. — Yours  truly,  H.  L.  W.  Godwin., 
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WATERPROOF  PISHING  HAT. 

Deae  Sib, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  some  reader  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  would  tell  me  where  I  could  obtiin  a 
waterproof  hat  which  would  not  allow  rain  to  run  down 
the  neck,  and  which  would  neither  stifle  the  wearer  nor 
give  him  a  headache  ?  I  have  tried  a  "  Sou'-wester," 
but — never  again ! — Yours  truly,  D.  H. 

[The  most  comfortable  waterproof  but  not  airproDf 
fishing  hats  we  know  are  those  made  by  Messrs.  Burberry, 
of  the  Haymarket  and  Basingstoke.  The  best  shape  for 
protection  from  sun  and  rain  is  the  Helmet.  It  has  a 
peak  running  all  round.  It  is  made  of  gabardine  lined 
with  Jaeger's  cloth,  and  can  be  made  as  light  or  as  heavy 
as  may  be  required.  Gabudine  throws  off  the  rain  in  an 
extraordinary  way. — Ed.]  ____ 

RECORD  OF  TROUT  CAUGHT  IN  THE  JED 

AND  TEVIOT. 
Deae  Sie, — As  a  reader  of  your  valuable  journal^  I 
enclose  a  list  of  trout  caught  by  me  in  the  Jed  and  Teviot 
in  the  year  1889.  If  jou  think  it  would  be  cf  any  interest 
to  your  many  readers,  I  would  feel  greatly  obliged  by  seeing 
its  insertion  in  your  columns. — Yours,  &c., 

Thos.  Renilsox. 

Date. 

1889.    Biver.  Lure.  Tront.  lb. 

March  18   Jed        March  Brown  and  Woodcuck    17  3^ 

April     (1   Jed        Light  March  Brown   50  12 

,,       8   Jed        Light  March  Brown   61  1.! 

,,       9   Jed        Light  March  Brown   24  5 

,,      10   Jcl        Dark  Blae  and  March  Brown    27  5 

12   Jed        Partridge  Tail  Hare  Lug   ry}  12^ 

15   Jed        Woodcock  and  PartridKe  Tail   3-5  61 

,,     16  Jed       Corucrailc  Partridge  Heckle   42  7 

,,      17   Jed        Corncraik  Partridge  Heckle    51  9} 

„      19   Jed        Woodcock  Partridge  Heckle   53  10 

„      20   Jed        Woodcof'k  Partridge  Heckle   35  6 

„     23  Jed       Woodcock  Partridge  Heckle   31  8 

,,      25   Jed       Light  March  Brown   80  IS 

26   Jed       Light  March  Brown   50  10 

May     2   Jed        Woodcock  Hare  Lug    81  12 

4  Jed       Woodcock  Partridge  Heckle   47  6 

8   Jed        Dark  Blae    54  8 

„      13   Jed        Woodcock  Hare  Lug    30  4 

,,      17   Burns    Worm    -57  10 

,,      20   Jed        Worm    41  fij 

,,     22   Jed       May  Fly    56  12 

„      25   Jed        May  Fly    53  12 

29   Jed       May  Fly   55  9i 

„     31   Jed       Worm  and  Woodcock   21  3 

June     3   Jed        Worm    49  7 

„       5   Jed        Worm    24  4} 

„     14  Jed       Woodcarrier   19  Sj 

NIGHT  FISHING. 

,,  18  Teviot   Light  March  Brown   19  6 

,,  21  Teriot   L<ght  March  Brown   23  0 

,,  24  Teviot   Light  March  Brown   27  8, 

,,  26  Teviot   Light  March  Brown   17  Sj 

,,  29  Teviot   Light  March  Brown   15 

July  2  Teviot   Woodcock  Hare  Lug    17 

,,  26  Jed       Crow  Wing  (Day  Fishing)   49 

Total  number  of  trout   1366  268f 


KESWICK  ANGLING. 
The  trout  fishing  season  is  now  in  full  sWing,  and  the 
prospects,  according  to  present  reports,  are  of  a  favourablfl 
nature.  The  lake  is  in  good  condition,  and  many  anglera. 
have  been  attracted.  A  fresh  is  muoh  needed  in  the 
liver.  The  cxtches  reported  are  as  follows:  Mr.  Joseph 
Lowther,  twenty-three  trout ;  Mr.  Hill,  a  good  basket  of 
trout;  Mr.  H.  Beadle,  six  trout;  Mr.  Wilkinson,  seven- 
teen trout ;  Mr.  Den  wood,  sixteen  trout,  and  several  pike, 
oce  weighing  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Telford,  four  trout ;  Mr 
Jameson,  ten  trout ;  Mr.  Henderson,  21b.  trout ;  and  Mr.. 
J.  Rigg,  3ib.  small  trout.  GiL. 

FOREIGN  Books  and  Periodicals.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Danstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  cotieignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  week. 
Catalogue  gratis. 
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  NOTICE.   

The  FI8HIH9  Qazettb  Is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.Smith  and  Son's  EaUway  Bookstalls 
and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
Oommunications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Beview,  Ac,  should  be  addressed 
to  E.  B.  Makston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
aa  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 
Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
communications. 

.  Terms  of  Subscription. 
The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunetan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 
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ARTIFICIALLY  CONSTRUCTED 
SALMON  SPAWNING  BEDS. 


Thk  demand  for  salmon  has  become  no  doubt 
fp-eater  than  the  supply,  consequently  the  price 
which  is  now  asked  is  beyond  the  means  of  the 

freater  number  of  the  population.  This  deficiency 
as  been  produced  by  many  circumstances. 
Among  them  are — First,  the  eifect  occasioned  by 
the  extensive  draining  which  has  been  carried  out 
on  agricultural  holdings,  and  necessarily  has 
made  the  rise  and  fall  of  our  rivers,  particularly 
the  rise,  much  less  than  it  was  in  former  years, 
thus  preventing  the  salmon  from  ascending  to 
those  places  most  adapted  for  the  production  of 
their  species.  Secondly,  pollutions  caused  by  the 
never  failing  walk  of  commerce,  that  is,  by  the 
erection  and  working  of  factories  which  have 
utterly  ruined  many  prolific  rivers.  Thirdly, 
by  the  "  deaf  ear  "  continued  to  be  lent  by  the 
Government  to  the  numerous  appeals  made 
to  it  to  bring  the  laws  affecting  our  fisheries 
into  such  form  that  they  may  be  applicable  to  the 
subject  with  which  they  have  now,  under  the 
altered  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  deal. 
,  Fourthly,  by  the  discontinuance  of  the  prepara- 
tion of  artificially  constructed  salmon  spawning 
I "  beds."    The  first  mentioned  matter  wnich  ha.s 


depreciated  the  value  of  our  rivers  has  been  by 
the  science,  which  has  been  called  into  use  for 
making  it  even  possible  to  make  farming  a  profit- 
able industry,  owing  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
corn.  The  second,  namely,  "  pollutions,'  which 
are  carried  off  by  paper  mills,  wool  factories,  and 
the  like.  This  matter  is  now  under  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  House  of  Commons  by  a  Bill 
specially  framed  to  meet  the  matter.  But  as  a 
leading  section  in  that  institution  carrying  great 
weight  is  utterly  opposed  to  any  further  move 
being  made  in  the  matter,  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
unless  it  is  handled  with  the  greatest  skill  and 
care,  the  "knocking  out"  of  those  points,  by 
which  it  is  endeavoured  to  make  it  more  forcible 
than  the  Act  of  1878,  it  will,  even  if  passed,  be  of 
little  service  in  the  matter  of  staying  or  con- 
trolling the  defilement  already  existing.  The 
next  subject  mentioned  in  these  notes  is  evidenced 
by  the  admission  of  the  department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  who  deal  with  our  fisheries,  that  the  laws 
appertaining  to  them  as  they  at  present  stand 
cannot  be  accommodated  to  the  matter  as  it  is  at 
the  moment  placed,  the  whole  circumstances 
being  so  entirely  altered  since  their  enactment. 
Lastly,  we  come  to  the  matter  in  hand,  that  of 
artificially  constructed  spawning  beds. 

It  may  not  be  known  to  the  public  in  general 
that  before  any  Parliamentary  laws  were  brought 
into  force  with  reference  to  salmon,  the  riparian 
owners  and  their  tenants  year  after  year  made 
"  beds  "  ready  for  the  salmon  to  occupy  as  soon 
as  they  entered  the  rivers,  not  alone  that  they 
might  more  easily  deposit  their  spawn,  but  that 
they  might  be  more  readily  captured,  first 
for  the  market,  then  for  their  own  table. 
These  "  beds "  not  only  save  the  fish  consider- 
able labour,  which  must  necessarily  more  or  less 
depreciate  the  quality  of  the  spawn,  but  by  the 
position  chosen  for  the  situation  the  whole 
function  is  carried  out  with  greater  security  from 
the  dangers  with  which  both  the  ova  and  fry  are 
beset  than  when  left  to  the  haphazard  chance  of 
finding  their  own  resting  place.  But  when  the 
Act  of  1861  became  law  all  this  was  stopped,  or 
nearly  so,  and  ever  since  that  date  our  stock  has 
been  slowly  yet  nevertheless  surely,  decreasing. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  may  be  as  well,  for 
the  information  of  those  interested  in  the  subject, 
to  describe  shortly  how  these  "  beds "  were,  or 
rather  are,  on  some  rivers  constructed,  and  also 
the  position  in  which  they  are  best  placed.  On 
the  other  hand,  however,  it  will  be  as  well  before 
going  further,  to  say  that  unless  those  who  would 
undertake  this  method  of  increasing  their  stock 
of  salmon  are  in  a  monetary  position  to  employ 
a  sufficient  stafE  of  water  bailiffs  to  continually 
keep  watch  and  ward  over  them  (that  is  the 
"  beds  "j,  they  had  better  be  left  unmade,  because, 
as  it  has  been  proved  that  salmon  will  occupy 
any  such  places  at  once,  and  if  not  guarded  they 
will  simply  become  the  easy  prey  of  that  "  oldest 
inhabitant "  of  our  rivers  and  shootings,  namely, 
the  poacher. 

The  manner  of  their  construction  is  as  follows  : 
A  point  of  the  river  is  found  where  the  water  by 
the  curving  of  the  further  bank  is  thrown  in 
rapid  flow  to  that  on  the  other  side,  which  should 
rise  perpendicularly  from  the  water.  This  at 
normal  height  should  not  be  less  than  from  1ft. 
to  18in.  deep,  having  a  gravelly  bottom.  The 
situation  for  fixing  the  "  bed  "  is  at  the  lower  end 
of  a  pool  just  immediately  above  a  stickle,  from 
the  top  of  which  a  bar  running  nearly  parallel  to 
the  bank  is  made  with  stones  measuring  some 
2ft.  in  diameter,  placed  close  together  and  firmly 
fixed  in  the  bottom  of  the  river.  These  gradually 
open  out  as  they  proceed  upstream  at  an  angle  of 
something  less  than  45  degrees  for  some  20yd8. 
to  25yds.,  the  space  at  the  foot,  or  lower  end, 
that  is  next  the  stickle,  being  about  7ft.,  expand- 
ing to  some  12ft.  at  the  higher  extremity  to  which 
the  stones  extend.  The  ground  now  all  lying 
between  the  river  bank  and  this  artificial  break- 
water is  hacked  up  to  the  depth  of  some  18in. 
with  pickaxes,  all  the  large  stones  being  left 
during  the  operation  on  the  top.  Then  this  loose 
soil  is  all  shaken  over  with  four-pronged  forks, 
and  every  stone  that  will  not  pass  between  the 
prongs  is  thrown  out.  After  this  has  been 
thoroughly  gone  over,  the  "  bed"  is  levelled  with 
a  large-toothed  iron  rake,  and  all  gravel  which 
may  not  look  inviting,  that  is,  any  with  sharp 
edges,  being  picked  off. 

Simple  as  this  may  appear  at  first  sight,  yet  it 


requires  a  great  deal  of  judgment  to  hit  upon  the 
proper  situations  estimated  to  be  the  V^est  for  the 
purpose.  The  proper  strength  of  the  stream  of 
water  is  one  particular  matter  which  will  entice 
fish  to  occupy  them.  If  too  slow  or  too  rapid 
they  will  have  none  of  it.  But  when  they  are  as 
they  should  be  salmon  have  often  been  known  to 
leave  "  beds  "  of  their  own  finding  and  continue 
the  process  of  spawning  on  those  artificially 
made. 

To  show  how  easily  salmon  are  induced  to  take 
up  their  quarters  on  any  place  where  the  bottom 
has  been  freshly  disturbed,  it  may  be  said  that 
some  years  ago  it  was  the  practice  of  inhabitants 
of  a  riverside,  which  river  was  much  discoloured 
with  china  clay  water,  to  yearly  wash  the  deposits 
of  that  compound  from  the  bottom,  and  soon 
they  would  have  fish  on  these  clear  spots,  which 
they  immediately  secured.  The  clay  pollution  is 
one  of  the  matters  which  greatly  damages  some 
rivers.  Though  it  does  not  destroy  the  matured 
fish,  it  necessarily  covers  all  spavra  that  may  be 
deposited.  This  has,  of  coui-se,  nothing  to  do 
with  the  subject  of  these  notes,  but  as  it  has  been 
entirely  overlooked  in  the  draft  of  the  new  Act 
now  before  Parliament,  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
mentioning  the  fact. 

There  is  one  matter  that  has  been  found  most 
useful  on  those  rivers  where  spawning  "  beds '' 
have  been  constracted,  and  that  is  that  all  brush- 
wood, or  waterstane  as  it  is  properly  called,  lining 
the  banks  in  their  immediate  vicinity  should  be 
cleared  away,  thus  preventing  any  hiding  for  the 
poachers.  The  plan  of  construction  described 
has  been  earned  out  on  the  river  Camel,  in  Corn- 
wall, within  the  last  few  yeai-s,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  an  experienced  conservator ;  and  it 
may  be  said,  from  evidence  which  is  to  hand,  that 
in  a  year  or  two  the  increased  stock  of  that  river 
will  fully  repay  the  outlay  by  its  Conservancy  in 
this  undertaking.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
there  is  also  another  side  of  the  (question  besides 
the  supply  for  the  public  and  of  salmon  netting 
as  a  commercial  industry.  By  the  improvement 
of  a  river  the  riparian  owners,  whose  position 
through  the  agricultural  depression  has  been  so 
much  altered  of  late  years,  will  benefit  by  the 
stock  of  salmon  being  increased. 

Pheasant  Tail. 


ANGLING  VERACITY  FROM  A 
SCIENTIFIC  STANDPOINT.* 


Gentlemen, — With  a  laudable  desire  to  unite 
information  with  amusement,  our  association 
intends  to  provide  a  series  of  scientific  lectures  on 
various  subjects  interesting  to  its  members,  and  I 
feel  largely  honoured  in  occupying  the  premier 
position  with  a  disquisition  on  angling  veracity 
from  a  scientific  standpoint. 

Do  not  suppose,  however,  that  I  would  compete 
with  that  ingenious  author  who  wrote  the 
celebrated  chapter  on  "  Snakes  in  Iceland,"  or 
with  the  late  Sir  Stafford  Northcote's  famous 
lecture  on  "  Nothing."  My  ingenuity  is  not  up 
to  anything  of  the  sort ;  I  would  only  bring  before 
your  notice  some  of  the  more  recent  deductions 
of  Science  (with  a  big  S)  on  this  subject.  A  most 
wonderful  thing  is  modern  science — some  of  its 
recent  achievements  are  truly  remarkable — and  I 
hope  by  the  use  of  those  graphic  statistical 
methods,  with  which  most  of  you  are  no  doubt 
acquainted  in  the  pages  of  cei-tain  magazines,  to 
retain  yom-  interest  whilst  I  explain  the  conditions 
regulating  veracity,  or  the  want  of  it,  amongst 
our  fraternity. 

You  all,  no  doubt,  know  the  dictum  of  that 
seeker  after  truth  who  parodied  the  Psalmist  by 
declaring  that "  a'  men  are  leears,  but  a"  fishers 
are  doraned  leears,"  a  sweeping  indictment  which 
you  may  at  times  have  wished  either  to  deny  or 
explain  away.  But,  gentlemen,  I  am  here  to-night 
to  show  by  the  aid  of  modem  science  that  fai- 
from  being  a  blemish,  that  embellishment  of  the 
truth  so  habitually  practised  by  us  anglers  is 
really  the  outcome  of  our  extreme  goodness.  Since 
that  eminent  scientist,  Max  Adeler,  proved  that 
the  excessive  wickedness  of  babies  was  due  to  the 
amount  of  original  sin  in  each  infantile  criminal, 
showing  that,  the  amount  of  that  dreadful  heir- 
loom being  the  same  in  the  smallest  babe  and 

*  A  lecture  delivered  at  a  smokiDg  concert  of  the 
Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association  by  T.  Spence. 
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the  biggest  adult,  the  pressure  on  the  square  inch 
of  the  child  must  be  infinitely  greater  than  on  the 
adult,  the  scientific  mind  has  naturally  been 
greatly  exercised  to  follow  out  this  luminous  idea 
to  its  legitimate  conclusions. 

Of  those  investigators  whose  labours  have  shed 
such  light  on  this  branch  of  science,  and  to 
whose  researches  I  shall  refer  during  this  lecture, 
perhaps  the  most  celebrated  are  Professor  Dum- 
kopf,  of  Keinplatz;  Professors  Damphul  and 
Blutiger  Narr,  of  Eselburg;  and  Herr  Dunder- 
pate,  of  Alt-Ranchenstadt ;  though  we  have,  even 
in  our  own  good  town,  scientists  whose  methods 
and  resiilts  may  compare  with  theirs.  Nor  must 
I  forget  those  eminent  scientists,  the  late  Baron 
Munchausen,  Dr.  A.  S.  Smythe,  F.Z.S.,  Mr. 
L.  De  Rougemont,  Mr.  Hook  E.  "Walker,  and 
the  celebrated  explorer  Sinbad,  commonly  called 
"the  Sailor,"  whose  adventures  and  tales  for 
the  marines  are  classics.  Nor,  last,  but  not 
least,  can  I  omit  that  celebrated  Russian,  Knoall 
Jawishedoff,  whose  recent  researches  into  the 
life  history  of  the  shark,  whereby  he  proved, 
to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of  himself  and  friends, 
that  from  the  conformation  of  its  mouth  and 
stomach,  and  from  the  absence  of  the  tubercle 
bacillus  in  its  intestine,  that  much  maligned 
creature  could  not  eat  human  beings,  must  subsist 
entirely  on  submarine  buttei-flies,  and  that  the 
second-hand  watches,  old  boots,  and  tobacco  pipes 
said  to  have  been  found  in  its  digestive  tract 
either  only  existed  in  the  imagination  of  mere 
untrained  observers,  such  as  fishermen,  newspaper 
reporters,  and  sailor  men,  or,  if  really  present, 
must  have  been  accidentally  swallowed  whilst  the 
shark  was  grubbing  out  its  natural  prey  from  the 
sub-marine  ooze  it  inhabits  (an  idea  strongly  cor- 
roborated by  the  fact  that  sub-marine  butterflies 
have  not  as  yet  been  found  anywhere  outside  of 
marine  ooze,  and  not  there  either),  attracted  such 
favourable  attention  when  he  read  his  paper  on  the 
subject  before  the  Kaiserliche  und  Koenigliche 
Verein  of  Alt  Rauchenstadt  on  the  first  of  April 
last.  I  fear  my  admiration  for  this  gentleman's 
wondrous  methods  of  research  has  led  me  into  an 
unpardonable  digression,  for  they  cannot  by  the 
wildest  effort  of  imagination  be  supposed  to  have 
any  connection  with  veracity,  angling  or  other- 
wise. Firstly,  the  learned  DumkofE,  using  that 
ingenious  instrument  the  pseudometer,  whose 
invention  is  claimed  both  by  Herr  Dunderpate 
and  Professor  Muddle,  proved  that  the  pressure 
of  original  sin  on  the  square  inch  of  an  average 
individual  of  the  male  sex  in  good  condition  is 
almost  equal  to  that  of  the  atmosphere ;  whereas 
in  the  adult  female  it  exceeds  that  amount  in  the 
proportion  of  three  milligrammes  (0-003gr.)  on 
the  square  decimetre,  which  the  learned  but 
impolite  scientist  suggests  may  be  the  cause  of 
the  acknowledged  inferiority  of  the  fair  sex.  I 
am  sure  that  you  aU,  as  gentlemen  and  anglers, 
will  join  in  repudiating  his  rude  inferences,  as  has 
already  been  done  by  that  eminent  lady 
investigator,  the  Fraiilein  Doctorin  Neugebaiide, 
also  of  Alt  Ranchenstadt. 

It  is  to  Professor  Damphul,  of  Eselburg,  that 
we  are  indebted  for  the  next  step  in  this  difficult 
research.  Using  Professor  B.  Narr's  modification 
of  the  pseudometer  (the  mythometer),  he  dis- 
covered that  the  pressure  of  original  sin  per 
decimetre  (pardon  my  using  the  metric  system  ; 
no  self-respecting  scientific  gent  would  nowadays 
condescend  to  make  himself  intelligible  by  using 
the  common  everyday  weights  and  measures  of 
commerce)  in  the  average  adult  Teutonic  angler 
was  somewhat  less  than  that  of  the  atmosphere. 
This  remarkable  result  was  confirmed  in  France 
by  I.  Diot,  of  Maison  des  Fous ;  in  America  by 
the  Rev.  A.  W.  Fulass ;  and  in  this  country  by  the 
celebrated  Napeer  Loonie,  of  Momingside.  Then 
Knoall  JawishedofE,  of  the  University  of 
Krakurjawsoff,  showed  that  differences  of  dis- 
position in  various  characters  were  due  to  pressure 
of  original  sin  on  diverse  organs.  It  would  be 
out  of  place  here  to  detail  his  results,  but  he 
proved,  inter  alia,  that  in  the  common  or  garden 
liar  this  pressure  was  largely  directed  on  the 
tongue,  a  certain  quantity,  however,  being  diverted 
elsewhere.  In  the  angling  variety,  however,  he 
discovered  that  owing  to  the  excess  (I  use  his  own 
words)  of  goodness  in  every  other  direction,  the 
entire  pressure  of  our  awful  heirloom  was  exercised 
on  what  Solomon  long  before  him  characterised 
as  an  unruly  member.  He  also  found  that  other 
moral  qualities   had  considerable  influence  in 


determining  the  lines  along  which  this  pressure 
acts. 

By  the  aid  of  Professor  Damphul's  psycheo- 
thometer,  he  discovered  that  amongst  all  persons, 
whose  avocations  led  to  their  dealing  largely  with 
water,  such  as  temperance  lecturers,  master 
mariners,  and  fishermen  of  all  sorts,  the  imagina- 
tion was  largely  developed,  and  the  renowned  Dr. 
Boobie,  of  Kennawhaur,  showed  by  the  parallelo- 
gram of  forces  that  the  deviation  from  truth, 
caused  by  these  two  forces  combined,  amounted 
to  130°  of  latitude  (moral,  of  course). 

Tou  will  understand  this  better  by  referring  to 
this  diagram,  copied  without  permission  from  his 
monograph  on  "  Immoral  Forces."  The  short  line 
V  V  pointing  downwards,  represents  the  down- 
right truth.  The  line  O  S  is  not  a  fishing  rod, 
but  represents  the  force  and  direction  of  original 
sin.  The  line  T  E  represents  the  force  of  imagina- 
tion, and  the  line  L  I  E  is  the  appropriate 
resultant  of  these  various  forces. 

I  have  personally  worked  this  out,  and  find  that 
by  it  the  combined  forces  of  original  sin  and 
imagination  suffice  to  raise  a  loz.  trout  to 
31b.  14foz.  fisherman's  weight,  equal  to  31b.  4Aoz. 
avoirdupois.  I  show  you  two  fish  to  demonstrate 
this :  A.  is  the  real,  B.  the  imaginary  fish,  both  in 
scale ;  you  can't  deny  that  they  are  in  scale,  they 
are  covered  with  'em.  I  now  wish  in  accordance 
with  the  new  method  of  diagrammatic  statistics, 
to  present  to  you  in  a  visible  and  tangible 
demonstration,  the  amount  of  truth,  and — 
imagination  to  be  found  in  different  sorts  of 
angling  stories.  These  cubes  and  boxes,  which 
you  will  at  once  see  have  been  made  to  scale,  show 
the  respective  amounts  of  truth  and  fal-imagina- 
tion  I  mean,  in  typical  varieties  of  angling 
stories.  This  solid  cube  A*  represents  the  solid 
truth,  and  gives  the  real  size  of  the  biggest  fish 
you  caught  during  yom-  holiday  last  year  at 
Back-o-Beyont ;  B  hollow,  merely  for  convenience 
of  carriage,  of  course,  its  size,  as  told  to  your 
friends.  As  you  will  see,  the  disproportion  here 
is  slight,  only  about  1  to  10,  which  it  would 
be  harsh  to  characterise  as  a  falsehood.  Perhaps 
we  might  term  it  a  small  labefaction  from 
truth  (no  reference  to  the  member  for  North- 
ampton is  intended). 

Block  C  and  box  D  give  the  real  size  and  the 
reported  dimensions  of  the  big  fellow  you  lost  at 
Altnagealagach  some  years  ago.  For  this  marked 
disproportion,  however,  the  experiment  which  I 
am  about  to  show  you  will  prove  that  the  physical 
properties  of  water  are  largely  to  blame.  Tou 
see  this  small  fish ;  well,  I  put  it  into  this  globe 
of  pure  water.  What  happens  ?  It  at  once 
becomes  greatly  magnified.  Now  you  all  know 
that  our  earth  is  a  globe,  and  its  curve  being  so 
much  bigger  than  that  of  my  poor  little  globe,  its 
magnifying  power  must,  of  course,  be  increased 
in  proportion.  Professor  Durstig,  of  Ertrunken, 
has  also  shown  that  if  the  globe  be  filled  with 
alcohol  its  magnifying  powers  are  greatly  in- 
creased, but  as  no  angler  ever  by  any  chance  sees 
a  fish  through  such  a  medium  we  may  dismiss 
this  as  a  mere  curiosity  of  observation. 

As  to  my  third  type,  I  regret  that  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  illustrate  it  physically,  for  reasons 
which  you  wiU  appreciate  when  you  have  heard 
the  story  it  refers  to.    My  dear  friend,  Mr.  Hook 

E.  Walker,  told  it  me  concerning  a  remarkable 
capture  he  effected  by  means  of  scientific  angling 
during  a  holiday  jaunt  in  Hyperborea.  Once 
on  a  time,  in  a  small  river  of  that  favoured  realm, 
there  lived  a  great  trout,  which  had  been  frequently 
hooked,  but  always  broke  away.  On  him  my 
friend  and  his  companion.  Dr.  A.  S.  Smythe, 

F.  Z.S.,  &c.,  exercised  all  their  noted  skill  and 
finesse  with  no  result,  save  adding  to  that  fish's 
collection  of  artificial  flies  and  minnows.  Our 
anglers  were  in  despair,  till  to  the  luminous 
intellect  of  Mr.  Hook  E.  Walker,  or  the  equally 
brilliant  mind  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Smythe,  F.Z.S., 
t  occurred  that  by  employing  electricity, 
to  use  the  classic  expression  of  the  Chicken 
concerning  Mr.  Dombey,  it  "  was  within  the 
resources  of  science  to  double  him  up."  At 
considerable  trouble  and  expense  two  gigantic 
electro  -  magnets  were  procured  and  placed  in 
position,  the  current  was  turned  on,  and  our 
scientific  anglers  awaited  events  with  the  confi- 
dence bom  of  knowledge.    But  to  their  surprise, 

*  The  cubes  referred  to  consist  of  :  A,  a  cake  of  soap  ; 
B,  a  small  cigar  box  ;  C,  a  die  (for  gambling) ;  D,  a  large 
cigar  box. 


instead  of  turning  up  dead  as  they  expected,  that 
egregious  fish  calmly  swam  up  to  the  nearest 
electrode  and  apparently  smelt  it.    Disgusted  at 
their    non-success,    our  anglers    removed  the 
electrodes,  when,  to  their  surprise,  the  fish  came 
with  them.    It  was  firmly  held  by  the  attraction^ 
of  the  numerous   hooks  fastened  in  its  jawuj 
Desirous  of  not  straining  my  friend's  a — a-fl 
veracity  too  much,  I  did  not  ask  that  fish's  weighfl 
but  he  insisted  on  giving  it.    He  said  it  weigheS 
just  371b.  12oz,  five  split  shot,  and  a  bit  of  leather 
shoe  lace. 

Now  you  will  appreciate  the  reason  why  I  can- 
not bring  the  larger  cube  into  so  small  a  building 
as  this.  Perhaps,  however,  when  the  Usher  Hafl 
is  built  I  may  be  able  to  exhibit  it  publicly.  The 
smaller  cube  I  have  with  me,  but  unluckily  the 
only  microscope  powerful  enough  to  show  it 
has  not  yet  been  made.  This  suggests  the  old 
maxim  that  "  de  non  apparentibus  et  non  existen- 
tibus  eadem  est  ratio,"  which,  being  translated 
into  vulgar  tongue,  means  things  not  visible  and 
not  existing  are  much  of  a  muchness. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  none  of  you  imagine  that 
I  would  speak  disrespectfully  of  original  sin; 
still  less  I  hope  will  any  here  feel  offended 
by  my  assuming,  even  in  joke,  the  untruthfulness 
of  anglers;  for  I  have  noted  as  a  curious  fact 
that  those  who  do  protest  most  strongly  against 
this  charge  are  usually  — — .  But  there,  I  have 
"havered"  long  enough  in  all  conscience. 


CRUISES  ON  THE  COA^T  OF 
NORWAY. 
{Continued  from  'page  225.) 


On  a  subsequent  occasion,  and  from  the  same 
headquarters  on  the  coast  of  Nordland,  we  made . 
another  expedition  in  order  to  inspect  two  out- 
lying streams,  to  which,  report  had  it,  sea 
trout  had  access.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
by  water  being  considerable,  and  there  being,  it 
appeared,  no  inhabitants  in  the  glen  down  which 
one,  at  any  rate,  of  the  said  streams  flowed,  we 
took  a  small  tent  in  the  boat  with  us,  and  a  week's 
provisions  to  guard  against  possibilities.  Our 
course  lay  for  many  miles  through  a  labyrinthian 
series  of  islands ;  but  at  last  we  entered  a  long 
and  narrow  fjord  with  huge  walls  of  rock,  many 
hundreds  of  feet  high,  rising  almost  pei-pendi- 
cularly  from  the  water's  edge  on  either  side. 
Though  grand,  the  prospect  was  a  gloomy  one, 
and  glad  we  were  of  the  occasional  diversion 
afforded  by  the  capture  on  the  spoon,  which  trailed 
out  astern,  of  a  happening  coalfish,  pollack,  or 
rock  cod.  In  the  great  precipices  there  seemed  to 
be  no  break  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
Suddenly,  however,  on  rounding  a  point,  we  came 
upon  a  tiny  bay  till  then  invisible,  into  which  a 
considerable  stream  of  fresh  water  descended  in 
the  shape  of  a  faU  direct  into  the  fjord.  The  fall, 
however,  being  broken  in  character,  and  of  no 
great  height,  was  evidently  negotiable  by 
fish,  and  on  landing,  amid  seaweed-covered 
and  very  slippery  rocks,  we  observed  simdry 
grilse  and  sea  trout  making  franctic  and 
not  altogether  unsuccessful  efforts  to  ascend. 
Above  the  fall  there  were  the  remains  of  a  wooden 
dam  and  a  tiny  saw  miU,  both  of  which,  however, 
had  long  been  in  disuse  ;  above  these  a  stretch  of 
some  200yds.  of  rough  water,  perfectly  useless  for 
angling ;  and  then,  to  our  disgust,  the  river  ended 
in  (or,  rather,  emerged  from)  a  lake !  But  Ole, 
who  again  accompanied  us,  inspired  hope  by  say- 
ing that  the  lake  was  only  a  small  one,  that  there 
were  good  pools  in  the  stream  that  flowed  into  it, 
and  that  the  man  who  used  to  live  there,  and 
who,  with  his  family,  had  emigrated  to  America, 
used  to  net  a  good  many  barrels  of  fish  in  them 
during  autumn.  Apparently  he  had  been  a  pal 
of  Ole's,  and  had  communicated  this  information 
to  him  as  a  kind  of  "tip"  at  parting.  After  a 
severe  struggle  up  the  loch  side,  amid  rocks  and 
birchin  thickets,  we  came  upon  the  remains  of  the 
deserted  homestead,  picturesquely  situated  close 
to  the  point  where  the  stream  entered.  The  only 
living  thing  visible  was  a  hare  which  quickly 
made  itself  scarce,  and  the  place  looked  forsaken 
and  lonely  to  the  last  degree. 

Although  neither  roof  nor  walls  were  exactly 
weather-proof,  we  were  glad  to  take  up  our  abode 
for  the  night  within  the  old  building,  to  which 
Ole  and  Johan  brought  |tho  provisions,  &c.,  from 
the  boat,  and  a  great  fire  having  been  lit  on  the 
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long  cold  hearth,  we  made  ourselves  very  much  at 
home  and  extremely  comfortable.  A  tale  of 
a  somewhat  unpleasant  kind  attached  to  the 
place  ;  but  whether  it  were  owing  to  fatigue,  or 
the  benign  influence  of  hot  whisky  and  water,  we 
neither  saw  nor  heard  anything  of  the  unquiet 
spirit  of  the  deceased  Norskman,  which,  Ole  said, 
used  to  make  itself  unpleasant.  Perhaps  it,  too, 
had  migrated  to  the  States  ! 

The  weather  being  brilliantly  fine,  and  the  days 
hopelessly  bright  for  successful  angling,  we  had  a 
tab — and  a  precious  cold  one  it  was — in  the  loch 
at  an  abnormal  hour,  and  after  a  jorum  of  most 
excellent  cofEee,  prepared  by  Johan,  we  started  off 
to  fish  just  as  the  sun  began  to  tint  with  rosy 
light  the  tops  of  the  near  hills.  There  was  not 
much  time  wasted  in  mere  pedestrian  exercise, 
for,  within  five  minutes,  a  pretty  rocky  pool 
(exactly  such  as  one  sees  so  many  of  on  the 
Sutherlandshlre  Shin  and  similar  streams),  which 
extended  from  the  foot  of  some  i-apids  to  the  loch, 
was  reached.  While  the  rod  was  being  put 
together,  several  sea  trout  showed  themselves  in 
the  lower  part ;  but  as  the  place  looked  as  if  it 
might  hold  something  bigger  than  trout,  we 
put  up  a  moderate  sized  salmon  fly  on  a 
single  gut  cast.  Fortunately,  before  commencing 
business,  we  gave  the  gear  a  good  soaking, 
for  at  the  second  cast  a  salmon  rolled  up  in 
the  rapid  water,  near  the  top,  and  was  fast. 
On  feeling  the  steel  he  shook  his  head  violently, 
executed  an  elaborate  somersault  close  to  the 
rocks  on  the  opposite  side,  and  at  once  shot  off 
down  to  the  lake — the  very  best  thing  he  could 
have  done.  In  his  haste  to  get  there,  however, 
he  missed  the  way,  and  instead  of  following  the 
channel  hit  off  a  sandbank,  over  which — it 
being  barely  covered — he  splashed  his  way  in 
most  nerve-trying  fashion,  but  finally  reaching 
deep  water  again  with  the  fly  still  in  his  mouth. 
At  one  time  he  got  out  a  rather  dangerous  lot  of 
line,  but  wa*  ultimately  induced  to  come  alongside 
a  rock,  on  which  sat  the  watchful  Johan,  gaff  in 
hand,  and  transferred  by  that  youth  with  a  shout 
of  delight  into  the  midst  of  a  juniper  bush.  He 
had  b^n  two  or  thi-ee  weeks  in  fresh  water,  but 
was  as  fat  as  a  pig,  and  weighed  just  under  121b. 
Another  try  in  the  same  spot  failed  to  obtain  a 
response,  so,  adding  a  dropper  to  the  cast  in  the 
shape  of  a  tiny  "  Stevenson,"  we  fished  on  down 
the  pool.  The  sea  trout  were  certainly  there,  and 
although  we  lost  a  number  owing  apparently  to 
j  their  over  eagerness,  seven  good  fish  and  several 
smaller  ones  were  landed  ;  a  second  salmon,  too, 
disturbed  no  doubt  at  the  antics  of  the  trout, 
made  a  very  sulky  offer  just  above  the  sandbank. 
After  pausing  for  a  brief  pipe,  we  followed  our 
attendant  up  the  little  river,  and  shortly  came 
upon  that  individual  extended  on  his  stomach 
'  gazing  intently  down  into  the  water.  As  a  rule, 
j  Norwegians  do  not  apparently  credit  fish  with  the 
possession  of  eyesight,  or,  at  any  rate,  with  fear 
'  of  man,  for  they  have  a  most  aggravating  habit, 
unless  stopped  in  time,  of  walking  straight  up  to 
a  pool  about  to  be  fished,  and  showing  themselves 
conspicuously  to  every  inhabitant  thereof. 
Johan,  however,  was  a  pleasing  exception  to  this 
rule,  having  been  taught  better  ways  by  his  father 
i  (who  was  no  fool).  He  stalked  every  likely  bit  of 
water  with  the  greatest  care.  On  this  occasion  he 
I  had  noticed  a  large  black  tail  show  itself  in  an 
I  eddy  in  mid-stream  (not  unlike  the  "  Arrow  Pool  " 
^  on  the  Kirkaig),  and  was  watching  for  its 
reappearance  with  considerable  interest.  It  was 
no  easy  job  to  get  the  fly  to  hang  over  the  spot 
I  (the  fish  lying,  it  must  be  remembered,  with  head 
\  pointing  down  the  stream  proper),  a  strong  rapid, 
flowing,  of  course,  the  reverse  way,  intervening ; 
but  at  last  we  succeeded.  Up  he  came,  and 
almost  before  the  prostrate  J ohan  could  regain 
1  his  legs,  was  off  and  away  down  the  rapids  in  full 
,  apparently  for  the  loch.    Ere  reaching  that 

sanctuary,  however,  he  gave  a  chance,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  after  he  had  been  first  spotted 
was  reposing  alongside  his  predecessor  and  the  sea 
trout. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  inflict  further  details 
upon  the  reader  of  the  sport  we  had  on  this  little 
nver.  Altogether  there  were  eight  nice  pools,  and 
although  with  the  odds  and  ends  of  places  where 
sea  trout  were  to  be  caught,  these  yielded  some 
pretty  fishing,  there  were  not  many  "  rising " 
I  salmon  left  at  the  end  of  our  three  days'  stay. 
During  that  time  we  got  eleven  fish  (the  largest 
an  IB-pounder),  six  grilse,  and  a  heavy  bag  of  sea 


trout,  so  that  for  a  chance  expedition  it  did  not 
pan  out  so  badly.  Bidding  farewell  to  the  half- 
ruined  little  shanty,  within  whose  walls  we  had 
had  such  a  pleasant  time,  we  conveyed  our  para- 
fernalia  back  to  the  boat  one  morning,  got  out  the 
inevitable  spoon  bait,  and  made  our  way  to  the 
upper  end  of  the  fjord,  where  the  second  stream 
was  supposed  to  enter.  This  did  not  turn  out  a 
success.  It  had  a  solitary  house  at  the  mouth, 
whose  sole  occupants  were  an  extremely  dirty  old 
lady  (the  wife  of  the  proprietor,  who  was  at  sea 
fishing)  and  her  daughter,  a  female  of  unpre- 
possessing aspect.  The  bum  itself  was  dead  low, 
a  few  rocky  holes,  connected  one  with  the  other  by 
a  thread  of  crystal  clear  water,  being  the  only 
places  where  there  was  a  chance.  In  these,  on  the 
evening  of  our  arrival,  we  picked  up  a  few  sea 
trout  and  a  salmon  of  71b.,  but  the  next  day,  being 
of  opinion  that  the  house  contained  too  many 
inhabitants  and  the  water  too  few,  we  returned  to 
headquarters.  Rtjgde. 


MAY  FLY  FISHING  IN  THE  WEST- 
MEATH  LAKES. 


The  proverbial  oldest  inhabitant  cannot  give 
one  any  idea  as  to  the  period  when  the  fascinating 
sport  of  May  Fly  fishing,  or,  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  "  dapping  with  the  green  drake  "  was  first 
practised  upon  these  far-famed  and  charming 
sheets  of  water ;  and  for  all  the  information  which 
can  be  gleaned  upon  the  subject  it  may  have  been 
enjoyed  in  the  long  ago  by  the  owners  of  our 
historic  cranoges  or  lake  dwellings,  and  the 
possessors  of  the  antique  old  crafts  which  I  have 
occasionally  discovered  on  the  bottom  filled  with 
sand  when  engaged  eel  spearing,  and  which  I  have 
also  more  than  once  seen  lifted  from  theii- 
centuries  of  rest  on  the  lake  bed — quaint-looking, 
lengthy,  narrow  vessels,  principally  hollowed  out 
of  the  trunks  of  trees,  and  whenever  apparently 
enlarged  or  improved  it  was  indeed  a  sight  worth 
seeing  to  observe  the  curious  old  nails,  with 
immense  flat,  saucer-like  heads,  evidently  intended 
to  be  much  more  for  ornament  than  use,  in  the 
construction  of  these  primitive  canoes. 

Dapping  on  the  Westmeath  lakes  at  the 
present  day  is  looked  upon  as  something  in  the 
natvire  of  a  fishing  carnival.  The  county  town  of 
MuUingar,  which  is  equidistant  exactly  two 
statute  miles  from  Loughs  Owel  and  Ennel,  and 
situated  four  from  Derravaragh,  usually  looks  its 
very  gayest  in  the  May  Fly  season.  The  hotels 
are  invariably  filled  to  their  utmost  capacity,  the 
jarvey-men  do  a  lively  trade,  and  it  is  a  very 
interesting  sight  to  see  the  procession  of  Irish 
jaunting  cars  and  other  vehicles  wending  their  way 
moniing  after  morning  to  the  lake  shore.  Along 
the  public  road  the  car  loads  of  anglers — ladies 
and  gentlemen — for  the  ladies  can  now  wield  a 
sixteen-foot  trout  rod  with  considerable  skill — 
are  met  by  relays  of  bai-efoot  gossoons,  who  for  a 
consideration  are  prepared  to  supply  small  boxes 
of  the  epliemeridx,  thus  enabling  the  expectant 
angler  to  commence  operations  without  delay,  a 
fresh  supply  being  easily  procurable  at  luncheon 
time.  On  a  suitable  day,  with  westerly  or  south- 
westerly breezes,  the  trout  are  rising  here,  there, 
and  everywhere,  and  hopes  of  success  run  high. 
A  well-tapered  fourteen  to  sixteen-foot  rod  is 
quickly  put  together,  the  top  joints  being  firmly 
spliced  and  secured  by  well-waxed  tieing  material, 
which  gives  a  more  graceful  bend  than  ferrules 
all  through.  A  good  reel  or  winch,  with  from 
fifty  to  sixty  yards  of  silk  line,  to  which  is 
whipped  about  fifteen  additional  yards  of  soft 
white  silk,  called  a  blow  line ;  then  three  and  a 
half  feet  of  strong,  fine  drawn  gut  is  attached  to 
the  blow  line,  with  a  small-sized  Limerick  or  other 
approved  hook,  and  with  the  addition  of  your 
landing  net,  luncheon  basket,  pipe,  fly  box,  &c., 
your  rig-out  is  complete.  The  boat  is  turned 
broadside  to  the  breeze,  and,  having  deftly  and 
neatly  impaled  a  brace  of  the  greenest  winged 
occupants  of  the  fly  box,  you  simply  raise  yonr 
hand,  let  out  line,  and  your  "  dap  "  goes  dancing 
merrily  over  the  waves.  After  lunch  you  collect 
some  of  the  newly  risen  flies,  and  if  on  Belvidere, 
if  sport  be  slack  you  can  inspect  the  configuration 
of  one  or  more  of  the  numerous  islands  which  dot 
the  lake,  and  either  rest  under  the  sylvan  shade 
of  Great  Island,  or  visit  that  on  which  the  ancient 
monarch.  King  Malachy,  is  supposed  to  be  buried, 
and  where,  by  sundry  excavations  made  in  the 


rathlike  mound  in  former  times,  one  would  be 
led  to  conjecture  that  strenuous  efforts  had  been 
made  to  recover  the  famous  "  collar  of  gold " 
which  the  simple  peasantry  believed  had  been 
interred  with  him ;  or  if  you  turn  your  steps 
towards  Lough  Owel  you  could  spend  an  hour  in 
moralising  on  the  ivy-clad  ecclesiastical  ruins  of 
Church  Island,  near  where  the  famous  Turgesiua 
met  his  tragic  fate,  and  over  the  ashes  of  a 
departed  generation. 

We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  the  dapping  season 
of  1899,  and  expectation  runs  high  as  to  the  likeli- 
hood of  good  sport.  The  last  two  or  three  years 
proved  very  disappointing,  the  opening  time 
being  most  unfortunately  ushered  in  by  keen 
easterly  breezes,  which  literally  spoiled  the 
prospects  of  good  angling.  All  the  Westmeath 
lakes — Derravaragh,  Ennel,  and  Owel — have  been 
strictly  preserved  during  the  past  twelve  years, 
and  trout  are  most  abundant.  The  lakes  are  free 
to  all  legitimate  anglers,  boats  in  plenty,  and 
can  be  hired  at  reasonable  cost.  Boatmen  are 
extremely  civil  and  accommodating,  and  know 
their  work.  They  are  full  of  anecdote,  and 
always  ready  to  while  away  the  time  with  thrill- 
ing encounters  with  escaped  ten,  fifteen,  and  even 
twenty -pounders,  which  usually  "  made  four 
even  halves  of  the  rod,"  and  brought  away  the 
tackle. 

I  wiU  wind  up  by  adding  that  it  may  be  safely 
taken  for  granted,  in  the  event  of  being  favoured 
with  suitable  angling  weather,  the  "  contemplative 
man"  would  have  some  difficulty  in  finding  a 
more  enjoyable  holiday  than  a  season's,  or  even  a 
fortnight's,  dapping  on  the  Westmeath  lakes. 

T.  J.  W. 


TROUT  FISHING  ANNUAL  CLOSE 
TIME  (SCOTLAND). 


This  session  a  Bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
provide  an  annual  Close  Time  for  Trout  Fishing 
in  Scotland,"  awaits  the  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  BiU  was  introduced  by  Lord 
Balfour  into  the  House  of  Lords  on  Tuesday, 
March  7,  when  it  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed;  it  now  awaits  second  reading  on 
Tuesday,  April  18. 

The  object  of  the  BiU  is  to  provide  an  annual 
close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland,  between  the  1.5th 
day  of  October  in  any  year,  and  the  28th  day  of 
February  in  the  year  following,  both  inclusive, 
during  which  time  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
person  to — 

(a)  Fish  for  or  take  common  trout  (Salvw  fario) 
in  any  river,  water,  or  loch  in  Scotland,  by  net, 
rod,  line,  or  otherwise  ; 

(b)  Have  possession  of  such  trout ; 

(c)  Expose  such  trout  for  sale ; 

The  penalty  for  every  such  offence  being  the 
payment  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  £5.  Of  coui-se, 
this  clause  does  not  apply  to  the  ownei-s  or  lessees 
of  stews  and  artificial  hatcheries,  or  their 
servants,  and  there  is  a  proviso  to  the  clause 
making  exception  in  favoxu'  of  such  persons. 

This  Act  is  to  be  read  along  with  the  Trout 
(Scotland)  Act,  1845,  which  was  an  Act  to  prevent 
fishing  for  trout  or  other  fresh-water  fish,  by 
nets,  in  the  rivers  and  waters  in  Scotland ;  and 
the  Trout  (Scotland)  Act,  1860,  which  was  an  Act 
to  extend  the  Act  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  yeai-s 
of  Victoria,  Chapter  Twenty-six,  for  preventing 
fishing  for  trout  or  other  fresh-water  fish,  by 
nets,  in  the  rivers  and  waters  in  Scotland ;  and 
these  Acts  are  to  be  hereby  amended  so  far  as  is 
consistent  with  it,  and  this  Act  and  those 
Acts  may  be  cited  together  as  the  Trout  (Scotland) 
Acts,  1845  to  1899,  and  this  Act  may  be  cited 
separately  as  the  Trout  (Scotland)  Act,  1899. 

The  necessity  for  the  Trout  (Scotland)  Act, 
1860,  arose,  as  the  preamble  of  that  Act  states, 
from  the  fact  that  there  were  various  other  ways 
by  which  trout  and  other  fresh-water  fish  might 
be  destroyed,  which  up  to  that  time  had  not 
been  declared  illegal ;  such  as  double  rod  fishing, 
or  cross-line  fishing,  or  set  lines,  or  otter  fishing, 
or  burning  the  water,  or  by  striking  the  fish  with 
any  instrument,  or  by  pointing,  or  by  putting 
into  the  water  lime  or  any  other  substance 
destructive  to  fish,  with  intent  to  destroy  them^ 
and  it  was  with  a  view  to  render  all  such 
diabolical  devices  of  the  poacher  illegal  that  the 
Act  was  passed.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  only 
le^slation  dealing  with  the  question  of  a  close  time 
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for  trout  in  Scotland  is  contained  in  clauses  64  of 
the  Salmon  Fisliei^  Act  (1861)  Amendment  Act, 
28  &  29  Vict.  c.  121,  which  states  that  in  any 
river  situate  in  a  fishery  district  subject  to  a 
board  of  conservators  appointed  under  the  Act, 
no  person  shall  fish  for,  catch,  or  attempt  to  catch, 
or  kill  any  trout  between  the  2nd  day  of  Novem- 
ber and  the  Ist  day  of  Febmary  following,  both 
inclusive.  A.  H. 


JOHN  BRUNTON,  M.A.,  M.D. 


With  stai-tling  swiftness,  yet  amidst  surround- 
ings that  in  all  probability  involved  less  physical 
suffenng  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  most  men,  Dr. 
John  Brunton  has  been  called  to  his  everlasting 
rest  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age. 

To  hundreds  of  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
he  was  known  as  an  all-round  angler.    So  he  was, 


but  he  was  much  more  than  this — he  was  an  all- 
round  man,  essaying  few  things  in  which  he  did 
not  excel. 

As  a  young  man  he  came  to  London,  bringing 
with  him  from  his  native  Caledonia  but  little 
beyond  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  science  of 
medicine,  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  classical 
literature,  a  facile  pen,  a  warm  heart,  and  the 
instinct  of  a  gentleman.  But  these  sufficed,  as 
well  they  might,  not  only  to  carry  him  along  the 
road  to  eminence  in  the  profession  of  his  choice, 
but  to  enable  him  to  retain  as  friends  many  of 
those  whom  he  came  across,  whether  in  the 
exercise  of  his  calling  as  a  physician  or  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  life. 

It  was  the  intention  of  John  Brunton,  upon 
taking  his  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  of  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  which  he  did  in  1856 
(having  barely  attained  his  majority),  to  follow  in 
his  father's  steps  by  adopting  a  scholastic,  or,  at 
any  rate,  a  literary  career,  and  for  a  short  time  he 
diu  so;  but,  with  characteristic  energy  and  most 


commendable  thrift,  he  contrived,  out  of  the 
none  too  copious  earnings  incidental  to  gerund- 
grinding,  to  save  sufficient  money  to  enable  him, 
concurrently  with  his  literary  work,  to  study 
medicine  and  pay  the  fees  demanded  by  his  alma 
mater. 

Thus  it  was  that  the  young  Master  of  Arts 
became,  in  1860,  a  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  for  a 
period  of  nearly  forty  years  he  has  been  continu- 
ously in  practice,  his  conscientious  professional 
work  having  been  diversified  only  by  occasional 
angling  excursions  of  short  duration. 

For  many  years  he  was  professionally  asso- 
ciated with  two  of  our  great  railway  companies, 
and  it  can  safely  be  said  that  from  King's  Cross 
to  Peterborough,  or  from  St.  Pancras  to  Bakewell, 
there  is  hardly  a  porter,  guard,  or  stationmaster 
who  did  not  know  and  respect  the  kindly  doctor. 
Many  of  them,  indeed,  had  good  cause  to  regard 
him  with  a  feeling  of  gratitude;  more  still, 
perhaps,  looked  upon  him  with  affection  as  well 
as  gratitude ;  all  will  cherish  his  memory  as  that 


of  a  sympathetic  friend  who  was  ever  ready  to 
advise  in  matters  affecting  their  well  being  as 
well  as  their  health,  for  he  was  the  recipient  of 
many  confidences. 

Endowed  with  a  rare  faculty  for  observation, 
which  had  been  systematically  cultivated  in  the 
course  of  his  professional  training,  the  subject  of 
this  short  memoir  possessed  also  a  power  of  rapid 
induction ;  and  although,  as  has  been  tmthfidly 
remarked,  "  the  man  who  never  made  a  mistake 
never  made  anything,"  it  may  with  confidence  be 
asserted  that  the  doctor's  conclusions  were  in 
most  cases  correct,  whether  as  regards  the 
diagnosis  of  disease  or  the  best  methods  of 
catching  fish.  Proceeding,  as  he  habitually  did, 
maiitly  by  logical  methods,  he  was  yet  by  no 
means  destitute  of  imagination,  and  both  the 
medical  profession  and  the  less  important 
confraternity  of  anglers  have  benefited  oy  the 
exercise  of  his  gift  of  mechanical  invention. 

A  keen  sense  of  humom*  added  much  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  good  doctor's  personality — 


the  "  genial  doctor,"  as  he  began  to  be  called  of 
late  years — and  although,  like  some  of  his 
countrymen  who  have  made  a  name  in  history, 
at  times  he  "  joked  wi  deefficulty,"  his  kindly 
nature  and  instinctive  sense  of  propriety  always 
caused  his  wit  to  be  tempered  to  the  susceptibility 
of  the  object  of  his  merriment. 

Most  rivers  within  easy  access  of  London  have 
engaged  the  attention  of  Dr.  Brunton,  and  it 
may  be  said  that,  piscatorially,  he  has  vanquished 
them  all ;  but,  instead  of  lamenting  (after  the 
manner  of  Alexander  the  Great)  that  there  wsw 
nothing  more  to  conquer,  he  quietly  moved  his 
forces  to  the  bouth  coast  in  order  to  attack  the 
English  Channel ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that,  as 
a  salt-water  angler,  he  would  soon  have  run  neck 
and  neck  with  his  old  friend  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs, 
the  revered  president  of  the  Piscatorial  Society. 

But  it  was  unquestionably  by  the  waters  of  the 
Upper  Lea  that  the  Doctor  felt  most  at  home, 
and  he  was  fond  of  relating  anecdotes  bearing 
upon  his  visits  of  exploration  nearly  a  quarter  (rf 
a  century  ago.  One  sweltering  day,  in  August, 
1874,  the  Doctor  and  a  brother  angler  had 
wandered  they  knew  not  whither.  The  mountain 
dew  gave  out,  a  holy  thirst  came  upon  the  pair 
but  it  was  deemed  injudicious  to  slake  it  with  the 
water  of  Isaac  Walton's  idyllic  stream.  More- 
over, it  was  beer  that  their  souls  longed  for,  and 
beer  they  felt  they  must  have,  but  not  a  human 
habitation  was  in  sight,  nor  a  human  being  of 
whom  to  make  inquiiy.  Shading  his  eyes,  the 
doctor  scanned  the  horizon  long  and  earnestly, 
but  the  result  was  unsatisfactory.  Presently  he 
mounted  a  slight  eminence,  and,  like  Archimedes 
of  old,  shouted  "  Eureka "  at  the  top  of  his 
voice.  Rushing  down  in  a  state  of  con- 
siderable excitement,  he  continued,  "  I  have  spied 
a  weathercock  peeping  over  the  top  of  yonder 
clump  of  trees  in  the  far  distance,  let  us  make 
for  it  at  once  and  get  our  beer."  The  connection 
between  a  weathercock  and  a  barrel  of  ale  was 
not  immediately  apparent,  but  the  Doctor  worked 
out  the  problem  deductively,  thus :  A  weather^ 
cock  pre-supposes  a  steeple,  a  steeple  implies  a 
church,  and  a  church  is  a  sui"e  sign  of  a  public- 
house  being  at  hand,  inasmuch  as 

Wherever  God  erects  a  house  of  prayer 
The  devil's  sure  to  build  a  chapel  near. 
Half  an  hour's  walk  brought  them  to  a  hamlet 
nestled  behind  a  small  plantation,  and  sm"« 
enough  there  was  the  chm-ch  and  the  tavern, 
as  had  been  foretold.  Mugs  were  quickly  filled, 
and  still  more  quickly  emptied,  the  Doctor  insist- 
ing upon  standing  treat,  being  in  high  good 
humour  at  this  instance  of  the  successful  applica- 
tion, as  he  termed  it,  of  scientific  principles  to  the 
ordinary  affairs  of  life. 

Versatility  was,  indeed,  the  good  old  doctor's 
predominant  characteristic.  As  before  remarked, 
he  was  an  all-round  man,  yet  possessing  an 
individuality  which  at  once  attracted  attention, 
and  graced  by  a  charm  of  manner  which  was 
best  appreciated  by  those  who  felt  it  to  be  an 
outward  manifestation  of  the  spirit  of  goodwill 
towards  his  fellow  creatures,  which  was  the  root 
of  his  popularity. 

Such  men  are  none  too  plentiful,  and  their 
departure  from  their  fields  of  labour  or  spheres 
of  influence  demands  more  than  a  passing  notice. 


THE  SEASON'S  OUTLOOK. 


With  the  advent  of  April  the  second  and  bettor 
half  of  the  spring  salmon  angling  season  com- 
mences. There  is  often  a  change  of  rods  and 
lessees,  and  the  brown  trout  angler  comes  boldly 
on  the  scene.  April  is  really  the  most  prolific 
sporting  month  in  the  calendar,  and  when  any- 
thing like  fair  conditions  of  wind,  weather,  and 
water  are  present  the  angler's  bag  is  then  the 
heaviest.  Salmon  have  usually  got  into  the 
higher  reaches,  and  rise  more  readily  to  the 
smaller  lures  now  in  vogue.  The  temperature  of 
the  water  has  run  up  from  freezing  point  to  a 
more  acceptable  degree  of  heat,  and  the  Arctic 
rigours  of  the  earlier  months  no  longer  prevail  to 
numb  the  limbs  and  pinch  the  features  of  the 
votary  in  search  of  sport.  The  trout  are  on  the 
rise,  and  feeding  greedily  on  the  increasing  myriads 
of  flies,  and  bountiful  Nature  begins  once  more  to 
smile  on  the  barren  past. 

The  season's  outlook  at  this  time  has  often  been 
brighter.   It  would  be  very  gratifying  indeed  to 
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report  otherwise,  but  facts  must  be  faced,  and 
however  disagreeable  the  topic  may  be  of  always 
reiterating  blanks  and  failure  and  adverse  con- 
ditions, there  is  nothing  for  it  but  to  revert  to  the 
'plaint  once  more,  and  ring  the  changes  with 
another  doleful  tale. 

Anglers  have  not  been  so  hard  hit  as  netsmen  ; 
for  the  former  have  had  occasionally  fair  sport 
during  the  past  two  months,  but  the  latter  have 
met  with  no  successes  at  all.  There  is  nothing  to 
actually  find  fault  with  but  the  abnormal  spell 
of  really  "  beastly  weather."  Every  variety  but 
the  right  one  has  prevailed  for  days  and  weeks  on 
end.  If  for  a  single  round  of  the  clock  the  wind, 
weather,  and  water  fell  into  line  the  netting 
results  improved,  but  the  combination  has 
always  been  so  short  lived  that  the  improvement 
was  nothing  more  than  a  tlash  in  the  pan.  The 
advent  of  April,  however,  brings  a  fresh  run  of 
fish  on  the  coast.  Those  that  went  down  with  the 
eai'ly  floods  in  Decetober  and  January  to  the 
sea  are  now  again  in  condition,  and  will  be  making 
for  the  inland  streams  all  through  April  and  well 
on  to  the  middle  of  May;  and  with  the  pleasant 
and  favouring  turn  in  the  weather  which  has 
ushered  in  the  lambing  month,  a  much  brighter 
aspect  is  on  the  face  of  matters  now  than  was  the 
case  a  week  ago. 

Succeeding  the  snowstorm,  which  has  been  so 
unpropitious  to  prince  and  peasant  alike,  the 
weather  is  now  of  the  most  favourable  character 
for  bringing  salmon  inshore,  and  encouraging 
them  to  take  to  the  rivers.  On  Wednesday  last  the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  had  seventy  fish 
— a  catch  almost  as  good  as  any  they  have  had  this 
season  as  yet ;  and  although  returns  all  over  are 
not  quite  up  to  that  high  water  mark',  yet  most  of 
the  lessees  on  the  east  coast  have  experienced  an 
improvement  on  the  previous  few  weeks'  returns. 
There  was,  and  is  yet,  plenty  of  room  for  improve- 
ment. Not  for  thirty  years  has  there  been  such  a 
dearth  of  salmon  ;  but  then  the  weather  has  not 
been  so  bad  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  season 
since  the  year  1859,  when  the  "lion's  tail  of 
March"  was  continued  into  the  better  half  of 
April,  and,  according  to  local  accounts,  the  corn 
"brairded"  under  the  snow.  Yet  there  never 
were  harvested  such  crops,  and  although  we 
have  no  account  of  the  fishings,  yet  we  can 
easily  imagine  that  such  conditions  so  highly 
favourable  to  the  farmer  were  not  altogether 
inimical  to  the  angler. 

The  returns  from  Billingsgate  for  the  month  of 
March  show  that  there  has  been  a  drop  from 
1073  to  G42  on  last  year's  number  of  boxes  of 
Scotch  salmon,  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
last  year  was  a  very  poor  season  indeed ;  2000 
boxes  might  be  nearer  the  average  return  for 
March,  so  that  all  over  only  about  a  third  of  the 
salmon  have  been  got  this  season  compared  with  a 
fairly  good  one,  and,  accordingly,  the  first  half  of 
the  present  salmon  season  must  be  marked  down 
as  an  egregious  failure.  Such  cannot  be  said, 
however,  of  the  prices  that  are  obtained  for  what 
fish  have  been  got.  The  average  for  March  has 
been  fully  .3s.  per  pound,  and  the  top  price  .3s.  6id., 
which  was  reached  the  other  day,  is,  we  hope,  the 
first  and  only  time  salmoH  will  again  touch  it,  this 
year  at  least. 

When  fish  are  not  on  the  coast  they  cannot  by 
any  stretch  of  imagination  be  in  the  rivers.  In 
fact,  although  the  anglers  on  the  middle  waters 
have  not  fared  quite  so  badly  as  those  on  the 
lower  beats  for  lack  of  fresh  fish,  and  have  had 
occasionally  bright  flashes  of  sport  when  a 
favouring  breeze  was  sandwiched  in  between  the 
generally  bad  conditions  that  have  prevailed 
since  the  middle  of  February,  they  will  now  be 
out  of  it  for  a  time  until  the  pools  again  get 
stocked  with  fresh  run  fish  from  the  lower  waters. 
On  the  upper  waters,  again,  the  prospects  have 
been  very  considerably  enhanced  by  the  recent 
floods,  and  a  late  spring  and  good  summer  season 
is  now  well  assured. 

Finnock  or  whitllng  angling  should  now  be  at 
its  test,  but  the  late  storm  and  succeeding  floods 
have  prevented  more  than  a  mere  commencement 
being  made.  There  is  now  a  good  show  of  finnock 
on  the  tidal  waters  of  the  North  and  South  Esks, 
the  Ythan,  the  I^gie  especially,  and  the  Findhoni. 
These  are  undoubtedly  the  best  spots  to  seek  this 
most  exciting  of  sports,  where  good  baskets  are  a 
certainty  with  every  glimpse  of  sunshine  and 
erery  favouring  breeze  all  through  April  and  well 
into  May.    These  fish  run  from  ilb.  to  lib.,  and 


are  got  with  the  ordinary  trout  flies,  with  perhaps 
a  small  tube  or  Devon  by  way  of  a  change. 
These  tidal  waters  are  now  being  eagerly  sought 
after,  and  are  usually  let  on  easy  terms  at  so 
much  per  day,  week,  or  month,  ranging  from  Is., 
which  is  the  charge  on  the  C'ruden  Burn,  to  .53., 
but  the  normal  charge  seldom  exceeds  23.  ^'>d.  per 
day,  or  thereabout.  Of  course  many  of  these 
reaches  are  attached  to  hotels,  and  may  be  fished 
free  by  guests  staying  in  the  house.  The  best 
finnock  and  sea  trout  waters  are  at  Tongue  and 
Durness,  in  the  far  north  of  Sutherland,  and  in  a 
week  or  two  the  fish  will  be  pouring  into  the 
kyles  all  round  these  localities  in  teeming 
myriads ;  and  where  in  an  hour  or  so  of  a  tide, 
when  fished  at  the  proper  moment,  baskets,  we 
are  assured  on  the  most  reliable  authority,  are 
made  which  are  simply  incredible.  It  is  a  pity 
such  a  paradise  is  so  far  removed  from  civilisation. 
Yet  those  who  once  go  there  and  get  bitten  with 
the  sea  trout  craze  never  rest  till  they  can  return 
again. 

The  brown  trout  season  in  Scotland  promises 
well  as  far  as  present  appearances  go.  The 
winter  was  an  open  one  till  lately,  and  the 
tempei'ature  all  that  could  be  desired  till  within 
the  past  few  weeks,  when  matters  were  simply 
knocked  on  the  head,  as  far  as  progress  was  con- 
cerned. The  brown  trout  get  into  condition  with 
the  rising  temperatiire  and  the  resulting  conse- 
quence, a  daily  increasing  dainty  diet.  When 
well  treated  fario  does  not  hide  it.  He  will  not 
remain  lean  in  a  land  of  plenty,  but  generously 
responds  when  generously  treated.  Hitherto 
there  has  been  but  a  scanty  appearance  of  March 
Browns,  and  not  till  Saturday  last  could  it  be  said 
that  they  were  really  on  the  water  in  anything 
like  quantity  at  all. 

On  Saturday  thei'e  was  a  good  show  up  of  the 
sober-coated  gentlemen,  and  since  then  the 
appearance  of  the  March  Brown  has  been  quite 
magnificent.  Trout  are  rising  freely,  and  although 
not  in  anything  like  condition  or  the  condition 
they  will  exhibit  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  so, 
yet  they  are  wonderfully  plump  and  fairly  well 
coloured.  On  the  far  inland  reaches  and  tributary 
streams,  where  the  temperature  is  lower  and  food 
not  so  abundant,  they  are  not  so  well  favoured, 
nor  much  angled  for  till  the  middle  of  May  and 
June,  when  they  then  rise  freely  to  the  fly,  while 
the  earlier  trout  again  are  not  then  so  free  with 
their  oif  ers  as  they  are  at  present. 

The  late  stormy  weather  has  made  the  brown 
trout  season  fully  a  fortnight  later  than  usual, 
and  angling  will  not  be  general  on  the  early  ti-out 
waters  of  the  Don,  Deveron,  Findhorn,  and  Beauly 
till  the  middle  of  the  month.  The  practice  even 
in  an  exceptionally  mild  season  is  to  refrain  from 
angling  before  the  advent  of  April,  and  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has  fixed  April  1  in  his 
estate  regulations  and  on  his  free  waters  as  the 
commencement  of  the  brown  trout  season, 
which  is  taken  as  a  criterion  for  the  north  of 
Scotland  generally,  few,  if  any,  waters  being  now 
fished  much  before  that  date. 

It  is  somewhat  unfortunate  that  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  York  should  have  so  timed  his 
second  early  spring  visit  to  the  Dee  so  as  to  be 
met  in  the  very  teeth,  as  it  were,  with  the  very 
worst  samples  of  weather  for  angling  purposes 
possible  to  conceive,  and  that,  too,  on  both 
occasions.  It  was  plucky  of  the  royal  angler  to 
face  the  rigours  of  an  Arctic  winter  almost,  if  not 
altogether,  day  after  day  whenever  it  was  possible 
to  get  out  a  line,  and  stick  to  his  fishery  till  the 
end  of  his  appointed  time,  while  others,  both  far 
and  near,  took  to  warmer  quarters  in  the  south, 
and  with  express  haste  returned  to  town.  The 
Duke  deserves  better  sport  than  he  got,  but 
unfortunately  the  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift 
nor  the  battle  to  the  strong,  and  we  would 
reiterate  with  emphasis  the  Duke's  own  words 
when  leaving  Ballater,  not  only  to  him,  but  to  all 
others  similarly  situated,  "  Better  luck  next 
time." 

The  angling  outlook  is,  on  the  whole,  much 
brighter  than  it  has  been  any  time  since  the 
middle  of  February,  and  if  the  prevailing  westerly 
winds  continue,  and  the  pleasant,  genial  conditions 
of  weather  generally  be  vouchsafed  for  a  few 
weeks  at  least,  the  spring  salmon  season  may  yet, 
in  a  measure,  redeem  itself  from  being  a  record 
failure,  the  finnock  and  early  sea  trout  season  an 
assured  success,  and  the  yellow  or  brown  trout,  if 
a  little  late,  all  the  more  acceptable  from  being 


the  more  prolific.  Everything  depends  on  the 
whims  of  the  weather  clerk.  Meantime,  he  smilea 
benignly.    G.  M. 


THE   THAMES   AS   A  GAME-FISH 
RIVER. 


Blackwood's  Magazine  for  April  contains  a 
brightly  written  article  on  "  The  Thames  as  a 
Game-Fish  River,"  and  we  quite  agree  with  the 
writer  that,  to  make  the  Thames  a  really  good 
trout  river,  fish  of  at  least  two  years  old  should 
be  put  in  at  the  rate  of  100,000  a  year  for  a  few 
years.  But  we  should  never  advocate  this  unless 
the  limit  in  size  of  which  they  may  be  taken  by 
anglers  is  very  considerably  reduced,  as  suggested 
by  Mr.  Wm.  Senior. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Tub  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon' 
strcei  Ilotel  on  Wednesday,  April  5,  Mr.  H.  W.  Lane  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  Moore  give  some  interesting  experiences 
concerning  the  sea  fishing  in  the  north  of  France  daring 
his  recsnt  trip  at  Easter.  Mr.  Crisfield  reported  fishing 
at  Hastings,  taking  thirteen  small  dabs  and  one  flounder. 
Mr.  Wood  reported  fishing  off  Ryde  Pier,  and  taking  one 
and  a  half  score  of  small  coalfish  one  day,  and  three  score 
the  next,  and  a  few  dabs,  baiting  with  ragworm  obtained 
from  Arnall,  of  Gosport.  Mr.  Canton  reported  that  but 
little  sport  was  to  he  obtained  at  St.  Leonard's,  either 
from  boat  or  pier.  The  chairman  drew  attention  to  ths 
fact  that  Mr.  Greener,  one  of  our  members,  with  bis  wife, 
were  in  the  Stella  disaster,  but  were  both  saved.  Mr. 
Clarke  reported  that  Mr.  Sexton,  fishing  off  Deal  Pier  for 
pollack,  had  no  success.  Some  interesting  models  of 
large  pulley  wheels  were  shown  by  Messrs.  Bates  and 
Cauton.  Mr.  Clarke  reported  that  he  had  seen  Hanger's 
house  at  Deal,  and  thought  it  would  be  useful  for  summer 
use  by  members  wishing  to  take  their  families  to  the 
seaside,  and  would  be  a  great  convenience  during  the 
winter  fishing  season.  The  hon.  sec.  announcad  that  Mr. 
J.  C.  Willcccks  would  read  his  paper  on  Wednesday, 
April  19,  on  "  Sea  Fishing  at  Shoreham,"  and  that 
members  were  reminded  that  the  annual  dinner  would  be 
held  on  Wednesday  next,  April  12,  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill 
in  the  chair,  when  it  was  hoped  that  all  members  would 
endeavour  to  attend  and  support  our  esteemed  member. 
A  new  programme  of  lectures  is  being  arranged  for  the 
summer  season.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson",  Hon.  Sec, 


FISHING  TACKLE  TRADES'  DINNER. 


Last  Thursday  evening,  at  the  Holborn  Efstaurant, 
was  held  the  first  annual  dinner  in  conre^tion  with  the 
fishiug  tackle  trade,  and  the  proceedings  were  of  a  aost 
enjoyable  and  successful  charactsr.  In  the  chair  was  Mr, 
A.  Carter,  with  Mr.  A.  Meyer  as  his  vis-a-vi^^  and  among 
the  company  were  Messrs.  S.  AUcock,  J.  Jeffreys,  E. 
Heaton,  sen.,  E.  Heaton,  .iun.,  J.  Gillett,  J.  Eiehardson, 
J.  E.  Eiehardson  (Kingston),  F.  J.  Ogden  Smith  (Twicken- 
ham), W.  Martin,  M.  Enright,  E.  Perry,  W.  Perry,  W.J. 
Clay,  P.  Loudon,  George  Smith,  F.  Ogden  Smi^h,  W. 
Ogden  Smith,  H.  Ogden  Smith,  H.  H.Eead,  A.  Ormonde, 
W.  A.  Hunter,  W.  Preedie,  J.  Scully,  G.  Hoyle,  Otho  B. 
Travers,  Chas.  Edwards,  T.  Ford,  J.  Eevett,  E.  Kent, 
Fred  Holden,  Brandon  Phillips,  Frank  Goodwin,  Lawrence 
Birolay,  J.  Allen,  and  G.  Eenn. 

After  the  usual  lojal  toast  had  been  honoured,  the 
Chairjian,  in  a  brief  speech,  gave  the  toast  of  the  even- 
ing, "  Success  to  the  Fishing  Tackle  Trade,"  remarking 
that  the  manufacture  o?  fishing  tackle  had  now  become  a 
very  flourishing  British  industry,  and  so  far  they  had  defied 
all  competition  from  Continental  houses,  sni  were  not 
troubled  with  the  "  mide  in  Germany  "  nuisance.  (Hear, 
hear,  and  applause.)  America  had  made  consiierable 
headway  in  the  manufacture  of  tackle,  and  introduced 
many  novelties,  but  when  their  gooifs  were  compared  with 
those  turned  out  by  the  best  fishing  houses  in  this 
country  the  reputation  of  the  latter  was  undeniible. 
(Applause.)  He  hoped  the  fishing  tackle  manufacturers 
over  here  would  uphold  that  reputation  for  mmy  years  to 
come.  (Hear,  hear.)  Unfortunately,  as  regarded  ths 
sale  of  their  goods,  the  chairman  continued,  they  were 
dependent  in  a  great  measure  on  the  clerk  of  the  weather, 
and  he  must  say  he  had  not  been  very  kind  to  them 
lately.  The  vagaries  of  the  weather  were  well  known. 
They  had  been  kept  very  dry,  for  instance,  which  was 
neither  good  for  fishing  or  fishermen.  (Laughter.)  With 
reference  to  the  dinner,  now  it  had  been  inaugurated,  he 
trusted  that  each  year  would  see  it  grow  in  imporcarcs. 
(Applause.)  In  conclusion,  he  asked  them  to  drink 
success  to  the  fishing  tackle  trade,  coupled  with  the  name 
of  Mr.  S.  Alloock. 

The  toast  was  most  cordially  received,  and,  in  reply, 
Mr.  S.  Allcoi  K  expressed  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  be 
there  that  evening  and  to  respond  to  the  toast  proposed 
by  Mr.  Carter.  When  he  received  an  intimation  of  that 
meeting  he  at  on?e  thought  it  was  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  (Hear,  hear)  It  was,  he  thought,  the  first 
gathering  of  its  kind  in  connection  with  the  trade, 
although  the  latter  had  progressed  very  rapidly  and  more 
80  than  any  other  trade  in  the  country,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  continued  annually,  as  he  felt  sure  it  would  tend 
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to  bring  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
fishing  tackle  closer  together,  and  cause  a  better  under- 
standing to  prevail  all  round.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Allcock 
proceeded  to  refer  to  the  many  well-known  fishing  tackle 
dealers  who  had  been  established  in  Loudon,  and  eail  that 
of  those  engaged  in  the  trade  when  he  first  came  to  the 
metropolis  over  fifty  years  ago  not  one  was  now  living. 
Fifty  years  ago  the  fishing  tackle  trade  was  in  its  infancy  ; 
to-day  they  saw  it  one  of  the  staple  traces  of  the  country, 
and  no  trade  had  made  greater  progress.  (Applause  ) 
There  had  been  great  changes  in  that  time.  America  had 
taught  them  how  to  prepare  lines,  but  to-day  they  in  this 
country  could  turn  out  lines  of  far  superior  quality.  Split- 
cane  rods  were  also  introduced  from  across  the  herring 
pond,  but  to-day  in  England  they  made  more  and  better 
quality  rods  than  the  Americans.  In  reels  the  improve- 
ments, finish,  and  workmanship  had  been  very  marvellous. 
As  showing  how  the  trade  had  developed,  he  might 
mention  that  his  firm  now  employed  (ioO  hands.  Other 
firms  were  also  growing  up.  The  progress  of  the  fishing 
tackle  trade  was  largely  due  to  the  change  in  the  habits  of 
the  people  and  to  the  angling  clubs  which  had  sprung  up. 
Whereas  fifty  years  ago  there  was  scarcely  an  angling  club 
to  be  found,  to-day  those  clubs  were  very  numerous. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Fishing  was  also  good  for  the  health  of  the 
people,  and  it  was  not  only  one  of  the  healthiest,  but  the 
most  innocent,  sports  we  had.  He  (Mr.  Allcock)  would 
strongly  recommend  parents,  if  they  wanted  their  sons — 
and  their  daughters,  too— to  grow  up  in  health,  to  present 
them  with  a  fishing  rod.  The  literature  on  the  subject  of 
their  sport  had  also  encouraged  the  fishing  tackle  trade. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Boys  read  the  angling  papers  now,  and  it 
induced  them  to  go  fishing.  As  regarded  the  angling 
Press,  they  were  well  represented  by  the  Field,  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  Angler.  Mr.  Allcock  quoted  as  authors  such 
well  known  writers  as  the  late  Francis  Francis,  and  Mr. 
Halford,  Mr.  W.  Senior,  "John  Biokerdyke,"  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  Mr.  Martin  (the  "Trent  Otter "),  and  Mr.  D. 
Foster,  the  author  of  the  "  Scientific  Angler."  Mr. 
Foster,  he  said,  first  taught  them  how  to  braze  hooks  with 
the  blow  pipe,  and  was  also  the  first  to  introduce  the 
drawing  of  gut  through  plates.  He  should  think  there 
were  100,000  strands  of  gut  drawn  each  week  now.  In 
conclusion,  Mr.  Allcock  said  they  did  not  live  to  be  always 
making  money— (hear,  hear) — there  was  something  in 
sociability,  and  he  trusted  that  the  pleasant  gathering 
would  be  repeated,  as  it  brought  them  together,  and  was 
beneficial  to  the  trade.  (Applause.) 

The  Vice-chairman,  in  proposing  "  The  Visitors,"  on 
behalf  of  the  trade  warmly  welcomed  them  to  the  festive 
board.  They  were  delighted  to  see  them.  Next  year  he 
hoped  ladies  would  bs  invited.  (Applause.)  He  asked 
his  friends  to  drink  a  bumper  to  the  visitors. 

Mr.  J.  Scully  acknowledged  the  toast,  and  suggested 
that  the  tackle  trade  should  form  a  protection  association 
of  their  own.  They  would  find  it  very  useful  in  more 
ways  than  one. 

The  next  toast,  that  of  ' '  The  Chairman  and  Vice-chair- 
man," was  submitted  by  Mr.  R.  Heaton,  who,  in 
referring  to  Mr.  Carter,  said  he  had  been  the  means,  in 
selling  fishing  tackle,  of  making  thousands  of  Londoners 
happy.  He  was  very  delighted  to  meet  him  that  night,  also 
Mr.  Meyer,  who,  he  said,  was  a  most  genial  and  straight- 
forward representative  of  the  fishing  tackle  trade.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  remarks  Mr.  Heaton  also  made- some 
amusing  allusions  to  his  early  experiences  both  in  business 
and  angling. 

Messrs.  Carter  and  Meyer  responded,  and  the  latter 
concluded  by  proposing  the  health  of  Mr.  Frank  Clay,  the 
hon.  secretary  to  the  dinner  committee,  and  said  he  could 
not  speak  too  highly  of  Mr.  Clay's  services.  (Applause.) 
He  had  worked  hard  to  secure  them  success,  and,  on 
behalf  of  the  company,  heartily  thanked  him.  He  also 
thanked  the  committee— Messrs.  D.  Slater,  M.  Fnright, 
and  H.  H.  Read— and  regretted  that  Mr.  Slater  could  not 
be  with  them,  owing  to  illness. 

Mr.  F.  C  LAY  said  it  was  true  he  had  had  some  work  to 
do  in  arranging  that  dinner,  but  that  work  had  been  made 
easy  from  several  causes.  He  had  had  a  splendid  com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  Enright  had  worked  heart  and  soul  for 
the  musical  programme.  As  a  result  they  had  had  a 
musical  treat.  (Applause.)  From  the  trade  he  had 
received  nothing  but  consideration  and  courtesy,  and  said 
the  greatest  thanks  were  due  to  Messrs.  M.  Carswell  and 
Co.,  W.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  W.  Currie  and  Co.,  H.  Dodge 
and  Son,  and  others  for  the  generous  support  they  bad 
given  to  the  function.  He  felt  very  honoured  at  being  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  first  annual  Fishing  Tackh  Trades' 
Dinner,  and  hoped  at  the  next  gathering  they  would  have 
the  ladies  with  them.  (Applause.) 

Other  toasts  wore  the  "  Artistes  "  and  "  The  Press," 
Messrs.  Holden  and  Enright  responding  for  the  former, 
and  Messrs.  G.  H.  Howard  and  A.  li.  Matthews  for  the 
latter  toast,  which  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson. 

During  the  evening  several  members  of  the  trade  present 
suggested  the  formation  of  a  protection  society,  and  were 
in  favour  of  a  meeting  being  called  on  the  subject.  Mr.  J. 
Richardson  (Euston-road)  spoke  on  the  matter,  and  said 
he  would  propose  that  there  be  formed  a  Fishing  Tackle 
Trades'  Association.  Mr.  O.  Smith  (Hyde  Park  Corner), 
after  also  offering  some  remarks  on  the  subject,  said  he 
should  be  pleased  to  second  Mr.  .loseph  Richardson.  Mr. 
O,  Smith  pointed  out  that  the  society  would  in  several 
ways  bene5t  the  trade. 

'I'here  was  an  excellent  programme  of  music  associated 
with^  the  proceedings,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Messrs. 
M.  Enright  and  F.  Clay  (the  musical  directors),  the  artistes 
including  Messrs.  Brandon  Phillips,  J.  Allan,  Mick 
Enright,  W.  James  Clay,  Lawrence  Barclay,  George  Renn, 
Fred  Holden,  Charles  Conyers,  and  Mr.  G.  Hedges,  who 
proved  an  al>le  accomp.xniat.  The  pleasint  proceedings 
eventually  concluded  with  "  God  Save  the  (^ueen  "  and 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— When  the 

Easter  holidays  hippen  to  fall  in  the  early  pirt  of  April, 
as  it  does  this  year,  it  practicilly  starts  two  important 
periods  in  the  Thames.  First  of  all,  anglers  will  recognise 
that  of  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  season  ;  and  the 
second,  that  of  bringing  out  the  pleasure  bo  it  traffic  and 
the  objectionable  steam  launches,  which  have  driven  some 
well-known  anglers  from  the  river.  When  I  lived  at 
Richmond  the  great  attraction  was  that  of  the  rowing 
boats,  and  it  was  a  sight  to  witness  the  life  there  was  then 
on  the  river  and  at  the  locks,  the  keepers  being  well 
employed  in  directing  and  controlling  the  boats  that 
wanted  to  pass  through.  The  opening  of  another  trout 
season  recalls  to  my  mind  many  happy  reminiscences  of 
the  past,  and  just  now  carries  me  back  to  the  year  1870, 
when  parhaps  more  large  fish  were  taken  than  in  other 
seasons  aino?,  and  included  the  champion  trout  of  141b.  9j/. 
taken  by  the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes,  of  Chertsey.  There 
were  also  taken,  one  of  121b.  ;  two  of  111b. 
each;  two  of  101b.;  one  of  OJlb.  ;  one  of  OJlb. ; 
two  of  91b.  ;  and  three  of  8|lb.  ;  and  all 
were  captured  by  members  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society.  The  most  fortunate  anglers  besides 
Mr.  Forbes  were  Mr.  Robert  King,  who  secured  the  first 
fish  of  the  season  ;  Mr.  F.  M.  Hyam,  with  George  Rose- 
well  as  his  fisherman,  who  oresled  nine  trout,  weighing 
641b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Edward  Jenkyn,  and  Mr.  T.  R.  Dyer. 
According  to  the  official  list  fifty-five  trout  were  taken  in 
1870,  the  gross  weight  beiig  30G|lb.  and  t'ae  average 
weight  51b.  OJoz.  It  also  appears  none  of  the  trout  were 
taken  below  Hampton  Court.  The  greatest  number  of 
trout  taken  in  the  season  in  my  experience  by  any  one 
fishermen  was  that  of  George  Rosewell,  in  18S5,  with  Mr. 
Georga  Pal-ner  as  his  client,  who  creeled  twenty-nine 
trout,  weighing  1271b.  6  iz. ;  and  the  same  angler,  two  years 
afterwards,  made  a  total  of  twenty-two  trout,  weighing 
931b.  loz.  After  sending  my  general  remarks  last  week  I 
received  a  communication  from  the  Thames  Conservancy 
informing  me  the  consjrvators  had  received  representa- 
tions from  the  Thames  Angling  Preasrvation  Society  as 
to  the  desirability  of  further  restricting  the  use  of 
the  cist  net  in  the  river,  and  suggesting  only  those 
holders  of  deputations  who  are  professional  fisher- 
men should  have  the  power  to  use  the  net  in  future. 
And  concurring  in  this  view,  they  proposed  that  from  and 
after  April  1  only  such  holders  of  deputations  as  are  fisher- 
men registered  under  the  Thames  fishery  bye-laws  shall  be 
allowed  to  use  the  cast  net,  and,  relying  on  a  ready 
acquiescence  in  th?  above,  ttiey  will  feel  obliged  if  those 
who  are  not  so  registered  will  not,  after  the  da'ie  named, 
use  a  cast  net  in  the  river.  I  am  not  desirous  of  expressing 
any  opinion  upon  this,  and  only  to  say  I  shall  willingly 
bow  to  the  decision  of  the  Thames  Conservators,  who  hive 
always  been  ready  to  do  anything  for  tie  benefit  and  in 
the  interests  of  the  Thames  fishery.  There  is  no  proof 
needed  as  to  the  river  being  well  supplied  with  fish  ;  but 
the  action  of  those  old  and  faithful  workers  in  the 
interests  of  Thames  preservation,  I  mean  Messrs.  T.  and 
A.  Stroud,  as  referred  to  in  the  Sunbury  paragraph,  is  to 
be  commended  and  admired,  and  is  an  additional  testimony 
to  the  stock  of  good  fish  in  the  river.  In  my  long  expe- 
rience as  secretary  of  the  T.A.P.8.,  I  have  frequently  had 
to  thank  them  for  assistance  so  freely  and  willingly 
rendered  in  matters  connected  with  the  Thames  fishery, 
and  I  am  sure  my  successor  will  feel  equally  grateful  to 
them  for  the  work  they  have  now  done.  Up  to  this  morn- 
ing (Wednesday)  the  only  success  that  has  been  made  in 
trout  fishing  has  been  at  Staines,  where  Mr.  T.  W. 
Gomm,  with  that  well-known  fisherman  Otter  Hone,  has 
captured  three  trout.  One  of  my  c  ^respondents,  writing 
on  Monday,  siys  :  "  Up  to  last  evening  I  can  hear  nothing 
as  regards  the  trout  at  Shepperton,  Chertsey,  Bell,  or 
Boveney  Weirs,  exc  3pt  at  Staines,  all  of  which  I  visited 
yesterday.  I  heard  of  a  very  large  trout  having  been 
landed  at  Marlow,  a  fish  of  111b.  2oz  ,  but  it  requires 
con  fir  mation . ' ' — B . 

  (Datcliet). — The  trout  fishing  is  not  very  promis- 
ing at  present.  I  never  saw  so  litie  of  them  up  to  date, 
and  I  have  been  on  the  river  more  than  usual.  I  was  out 
with  Mr.  G.  G.  Tryon  on  April  1 ;  caught  a  very  pretty 
fish  just  over  21b.  He  was  returned.  Had  another  run. 
On  the  2nd  I  was  out  with  a  gentleman.  Oaly  saw  one 
fish  rise ;  missed  him.  On  the  3rd,  not  a  move  to  be  seen 
anywhere  ;  saw  the  first  swa'low. — G.  Lumsden. 

  (Eton). — The  weather  was  most  unfavourable  for 

the  opening  of  the  trout  season,  and  until  the  wind  changes 
to  a  warmer  quarter  the  fish  will  not  rise.  A  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  in  this  district,  but  I  have  only  heard 
of  one  fish,  of  2J:lb.,  being  taken  by  one  of  Lumsden's 
patrons. — Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milboume,  writing 

on  Tuesday,  says  :  "  Therj  has  been  several  good  fish  show- 
ing themselves  the  last  few  days,  and  scarcely  anyone  has 
been  out  to  try  for  them  except  a  few  private  boats,  the 
anglers  fishing  by  themselves.  The  water  at  the  present 
time  is  in  good  order." 

- —  (Kingston). — Head  river  keeper  W.  Douglas 
writes:  "1  have  not  heard  of  any  trout  being  taken,  and 
they  are  not  feeding  freely  on  account  of  the  cold  winds. 
The  perch  have  not  began  spawning  yet." — B. 

  (Staines).— Charles  Hone  reports  that  Mr.  T.  W. 

Gomm  was  out  with  him  on  the  first  day  of  the  season, 
and  caught  two  trout,  one  weighing  431b.,  and  the  other 
2Jlb.  ;  and  again  on  Monday,  when  he  landed  another  of 
41b.,  the  latter  having  been  sent  as  a  present  to  mj self, 
and  is  a  very  handsome  fish.  I  have  received  more  trout 
from  anglers  since  my  retirement  than  during  the  forty 
years  I  was  in  office,  and  I  am  grateful  to  them  for  what  I 


have  so  far  received.  Charles  Hone  on  Tuesday  night 
landed  a  beautiful  trout  of  6|lb.,  making  his  fourth  fish 
this  season. — B. 

  (Sunbury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Strond  write : 

"  Having  seen  the  dace  going  up  the  ditches  to  spawn,  we 
took  one  cist  n?t  up  to  the  Watersp^ash  ditch  and  caught 
about  six  bushels  of  the  finest  dace  we  have  seen  for  a  long 
time.  We  took  our  van  and  soma  large  tubs,  and  brought 
tham  all  back  alive,  and  turned  them  into  the  river 
opposite  our  ferry." — B. 

 (Weybridgfe). — Herbert  Curr  reports:  "  Just  a 

line  to  say  nothing  has  been  done  in  our  district  with  the 
trout.  I  was  out  on  the  first  day,  and  again  on  Monday, 
and  never  saw  a  fish  ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Ivan 
Caryll,  with  the  same  result." — B. 

Ancholme  District. — Trout  fishing  has  now  oom- 
mencad,  and  all  the  local  brooks  were  well  occupied  during 
the  Easter  holidays.  Monday  was  an  ideal  spring  day,  and 
baskets  of  six  and  nine  fish  were  about  the  average  takes. 
The  fish  are  in  good  condition.  We  had  the  first  catch  of 
the  season  on  Sunday  morning  for  breakfast. — Thomas 
Ford  (Caistcr). 

Dare  kth,  &c.  (Parningham)  — Weather  and  water 
in  very  good  order,  and  fish  feeding  a  little.  The  dry  fly 
was  only  moderately  succsssful,  a  brace  of  fish  a  day  being 
about  the  usual  score.  With  a  oontinuanc3  of  the  pretent 
weather  sport  is  likely  to  improve,  and  if  more  heavy  rain 
falls  prospects  will  be  still  better,  though  the  river  may  be 
out  of  order  for  a  few  hours.  No  serious  floods  are  likely. 
March  Brown  is  probably  still  the  best  fly,  and  is  likely  to 
be  more  effective  at  present  wet  than  dry. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  river  has  run 
somewhat  low  again,  this  being  against  the  salmon  fishing. 
Mr.  Edbrook,  staying  at  Furzeleigh  Mill,  Ashburton,  has 
killed  a  few,  the  weights  of  those  landed  by  him  recently 
being  51b.,  91b.,  and  141b.  respectively,  the  bait  chiefly 
used  being  Iho  prawn.  A  number  of  salmon  are  in  the 
river  near  Staverton,  and  several  rods  are  constantly  trying 
the  spots  where  the  fish  are  known  to  be  located.  Good 
flies  are  the  Silver  Doctor  and  Jock  Scott.  Trout  are  in 
better  condition  in  the  lower  reaches  than  on  the  moor, 
and  although  sport  during  the  Eister  was  not  brilliant, 
takes  were  fair,  running  up  to  a  couple  of  dozen.  Last 
week  creels  of  a  few  brace  were  made  by  Messrs.  H.  T. 
Diatin,  H.  Full,  M.  Revell,  and  others  ;  whilst  Mr.  E. 
Ackrell  basketed  a  dozen,  which  included  a  truff  of  nearly 
IJlb.— Devonian. 

Darwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).- The  water  has  been 
very  thick  lately — snow  water— but  it  is  now  fining  down, 
and  should  be  in  good  fishing  order  by  t'le  end  of  this  week 
if  the  weather  keeps  fine — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Easter  fishing  did  not 
afford  such  good  sport  as  was  anticipated,  the  streams 
being  for  the  most  part  very  low.  Still,  some  fair  takes  of 
trout  have  been  made,  the  Carey  and  other  streams  in 
the  Ashwater  distric';  showing  better  results  than  many 
rivers.  Two  rods  creeled  nearly  five  dozen  from  the 
Tamar  with  the  March  Brown,  Light  Red  Palmer,  and 
Half  Stone,  whilst  takes  of  ten  and  a  half  and  nineteen 
and  a  half  brace  fell  to  the  lot  of  two  other  anglers  last 
week.  Basket)  on  the  southern  border  streams  have 
averaged  about  six  or  nine  brace,  the  Maxwell  and  Blue 
and  Silver  also  proving  good  killing  flies.  Trout  are 
plentiful  in  the  Otter,  but  rain  is  needed.  Some  nice 
trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Avon,  but  sport  on  the 
Teign  has  been  very  bad,  especially  in  the  lower  portions. 
— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Sport  has  not  been  very 
good  thus  far.  Trout  are  still  not  in  first  rate  condition. 
A  51b.  trout  was  taken  from  a  mill  dam  on  the  Ashbourne 
Association  water  on  Friday  last. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster 
(Ashbourne). 

Eden  (Carlisle). — There  are  more  salmon  showing  in 
the  pools  now  than  there  have  been  before  this  season. 
They  seem  to  have  slipped  past  the  nets  during  the  late 
heavy  waters.  Sport,  however,  has  been  anything  but 
good,  probably  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  river. 
An  odd  fish  here  and  there  is  all  that  one  hears  of.  Mr. 
Eraser  Sandeman  has  had  two,  201b.  and  161b. ;  Mr.  C. 
Lidlell,  of  Warwick  Hall,  one ;  Mr.  Slater,  one,  161b.  ; 
and  Lord  Brackley,  one,  171b.,  in  the  Crown  Hotel  water. 
Trout  are  now  rising  freely,  and  some  good  baskets  have 
been  made,  chiefly  with  the  Dark  Bloa.  There  is  still  a 
great  scarcity  of  fish  in  the  Solway,  but  a  few  sea  trout 
are  being  got. — Silver  Grey'. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Since  the  advent  of  the  holidays  this 
river  has  been  running  in  magnificent  angling  condition, 
and,  consequent  upon  thij,  numerous  enthusiasts  have  been 
out  daily,  and  in  almost  every  case  numerous  catches  are 
recorded.  On  the  higher  reaches  and  up  the  small 
streams  trout  are  to  be  seen  in  large  numbers,  whilst  in 
the  tideway  and  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  there  is 
also  large  quantities.  The  catches  to  hand  up  to  writing 
are  :  Mr.  L.  Jefferson,  five  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  B.  Lerg, 
four  brace;  Mr.  J.  Moor,  nine  brace;  Mr.  R.  Linton, 
fifteen  brace  ;  Mr.  .John  Godden,  four  brace ;  Mr.  Saddler, 
five  brace;  Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  eight  brace;  Miss  D. 
Walker,  seven  brac3 ;  Mr.  T.  Mead,  three  brace.  The 
worm  was  mainly  effectual  in  landing  the  above  trout, 
though  in  a  few  isolated  cases  March  Brown  has  been 
instrumental. — J.  J. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  has  been 
every  way  enjoyable  from  a  holiday  point  of  view,  but  by 
no  means  conducive  to  sport.  With  a  low  water  and 
bright  sunshine,  trout  have  proved  ditficult  of  approach, and 
althongh  all  the  river  sactions  were  well  patronised  this 
Easter,  the  aggregate  weight  of  trout  taken  was  far  below 
the  spring  average.  War  is  baing  waged  among  the  pike 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Bxe,  several  big  fish  having 
fallen  victims  to  the  net  during  past  few  days.  The  con- 
servators have  determined  to  as  far  as  possible  rid  the 
rivers  of  these  trout  devourers,  a  decision  which  will  be 
cordially  endorsed  by  all  trout  anglers. — Red  Palmee. 
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F«n  District  (South  Linos,  and  Cambs.). — 

The  Easter  holiday  turned  out  better  than  expected.  We 
had  a  good  downfall  on  the  last  days  of  March,  and  Bank 
Holiday  was  almost  ideal.  Several  of  our  noted  anglers 
Bought  their  sport  at  a  distance,  and  I  fancy  they  had 
even  belter  luck  than  anticipated.  Eirly  flies  will  now  be 
batching  out  fast. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Nortli  Notts). — Most  of  our  best 
trout  anglers,  and  those  who  can  afford  it,  betook  them- 
selves to  Derbysluire  and  other  places  for  their  Easter 
holidays.  A  little  exciting  piscatorial  iucident  kappsned 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Idle  the  other  day.  A  young  whale 
was  noticed  disporting  itself  on  the  shallows,  and  managed 
to  get  itself  into  a  tight  place.  It  was  attacked  by  the 
natives,  who,  after  a  time,  managed  to  haul  it  ashore. 
The  captors  were  led  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Gent,  of  the  chemical 
works,  Stockwith.  The  fish  measured  over  14ft.  After 
being  photographed,  the  visitor  has  been  pickled  for 
eihibition.  It  is  not  often  that  whales  get  so  high  in  the 
Trent.  One  weighing  over  two  tons  was  captured  a  few 
years  back  at  Owston  Ferry.  A  shark,  however,  wasoEC3 
caught  at  Grainsboro'. — L. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales). — The  weather  for 
the  past  week  has  been  very  cold  and  boisterous,  and  the 
surface  of  the  lake  has  been  rough,  and  the  water  muddy. 
Still,  very  fair  sport  has  been  had,  and  anglers  seem  to  be 
satisfied.  Tte  heat  basket  of  the  week  was  made  by  Dr. 
Fenton  and  Mr.  Foster,  who  creeled  thirty-one  fish  on  the 
3rd,  weighing  181b.  14:z.  On  March  30,  Dr.  Fenton  killed 
six  (31b.  8oz.)  ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  three  (21b.  2oz.);  Mr. 
Oulton,  four  (31b.  3oz.) ;  and  Mr.  Gibson,  eight 
(41b.  12oz.).  On  March  -31,  Mr.  Gibson  took  seven 
(41b.  8oz.);  Dr.  Fenton,  four  (31b.  loz.);  and  Mr. 
O'Hanlon,  two  (lib.  8oz.).  On  April  1,  Mr.  O'Hanlon 
kiUed  eight  (4lb.  111b.) ;  Mr.  Gibson,  five  (2lb.  9oz.)  ;  Dr. 
Fenton  and  Mr.  Foster,  five  (31b.  5oz.) ;  and  Mr.  Oulton, 
two  (lib.  6oz.).  On  April  3,  Mr.  O'Hanlon  killed  eleven 
(5lb.  5  z.)  ;  Dr.  Fenton  and  Mr.  Foster,  thirty-one 
(181b.  14oz.)  ;  Mr.  Beazley,  three  (lib.  13oz  )  ;  and  Mr. 
Gibson,  three  (lib.  14oz.).  On  the  4th,  Dr.  Fenton 
and  Mr.  Foster  killed  eleven  (61b.  12oz  ) ;  Mr.  Malpass, 
one  fish  (13oz.).  To-day  (April  5)  the  wind  has  moderated 
a  good  deal,  and  the  baskets  are  sure  to  be  heavier. — Long 
Drift. 

Lark  (Lackford  and  Icklingham). — Only  a  few 
small  trout  have  been  taken  up  to  the  time  of  ^^rlting. 
The  weather  on  the  opening  day  was  very  mild.  Messrs. 
Skinner  Brothers,  trout,  14oz.,  and  a  few  pike.  A 
quantity  of  small  pike  still  continue  to  be  killed,  especially 
with  tront  baits.  Mr.  R.  Major  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Harvey, 
fishing  on  April  3,  took  five  pike.  I  was  out  on  April  1, 
and  killed  eight  small  pike  and  missed  a  good  trout.  Mr. 
A.  Kemp  and  son,  out  on  Monday,  killed  three  pike  on 
trout  tackle,  best  fish  (ilb.  I  have  seen  a  few  good  trout, 
but  they  are  not  on  the  feed.  We  want  another  good 
rain  to  colour  the  water,  which  is  very  clear  at  present. — 
A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lea. — Another  coarse  fishing  season  has  been  brought 
to  a  close  on  this  river,  Friday  in  last  week  being  the  final 
day  for  retaining  roach,  chub,  &c.  Sport  appears  to  have 
been  very  quiet  at  the  finish,  and  the  season  generally  has 
been  a  most  indifferent  one.  Not  that  fish  are  scarce  in 
the  river — far  from  it — but  the  extraordinary  weather  and 
want  of  water  doubtless  in  a  great  measure  accounted  for 
the  extremely  poor  sport  so  often  met  with.  The  river 
has  this  past  season,  however,  yielded  two  large  pike,  as 
already  recorded  in  the  Fulling  Gazette,  one  scaling  201b. 
and  the  other  191b.  8oz.  These  are  not  half  bad  pike  for 
the  Lea.  A  report  reached  me  some  time  ago  that  a 
number  of  golden  orfe  had  been  taken  at  Waltham,  but, 
from  inquiries  I  made,  I  was  unable  to  substantiate  the 
same.  One  of  the  fish  was  said  to  have  scaled  31b.  I  hope 
anglers  vtill  have  a  better  time  of  it  among  the  roach  next 
season.  Anglers  are  now  beginning  to  turn  their  thoughts 
to  the  trout,  the  season  for  which  opens  on  May  1  next. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Luff?  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  These  cele- 
brated trout  and  grayling  streams  are  continuing  to  run  in 
good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  at  a  nice  level. 
The  weather  has  been  in  every  way  suitable  for  angling 
during  the  holidays,  and  there  have  been  more  anglers  cut, 
and  the  fish  have  been  more  on  the  rise,  there  having  been 
a  good  number  of  live  flies  out,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of 
fine  trout  have  been  landed.  The  flies  used  are  the  March 
Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung,  February  Bed,  Red  Spinner, 
and  Palmer.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  quiet  as  yet.  The 
Pingley  is  running  clear,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing. — 

GWYKNE. 

JtUgg,  Arrow,  and  Fiusley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  in  good  order  and  a  nice  level.  Yet  still  the  weather 
continues  variable  ;  consequently  sport  during  the  holidays 
has  been  very  indifferent.  This  (VVednesday)  evening  rain 
has  just  commenced,  with  every  indication  of  continuing — 
glasa  falling — if  so  it  will  improve  the  chances  of  success 
in  the  near  fntnre.  Very  few  flies  to  be  s(ea.  The  March 
Brown  has  shown  up,  but  in  no  great  quantity.  February 
Red,  Bine  Dun,  and  Red  Palmer  have  accounted  for  the 
majority  of  trout  taken.  These,  with  March  Brown, 
Brown  Spinner,  and  Cowdung,  should  be  best.  A  few 
Stone  Fly  out ;  not  yet  taking.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborongfh). — A  few  weeks  since  it  was 
announced  that  a  movement  nas  on  foot  to  procure  fithing 
rights  in  some  portions  of  the  river  Xene,  and  also  in 
Lincolnshire  waters,  for  the  large  number  of  Sheflielders 
who  pay  a  visit  to  the  district  during  the  fishing  season  ; 
but  now  the  idea  does  not  seem  to  be  very  favourably 
entertained  in  Lincolnshire,  for  the  Deeping  Fen  trustees 
have  declined  to  pnt  their  waters  in  competition.  There 
wa?  no  organised  opposition  to  the  numerously  signed 
I  petition,  but  it  is  stated  that  if  the  request  had  been 
.    (rranttd  a  onntir-petition  would  have  been  got  op.— 


North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— liain  fell  all  day  on 
(iood  Friday,  and  coloured  the  stream,  but  by  Monday 
they  had  sufficiently  cleared  to  allow  fly  fishing.  On  the 
Blythe  several  rods  obtained  sport,  including  Messrs. 
Alfred  Johnson,  H.  G.  Cowleshaw,  P.  Hitchings,  and  self. 
The  Tean  Brook  was  also  visited  and  succesBfully  fished, 
though  fish  are  coming  very  shy  considering  it  is  spring- 
time. Best  flies :  April  Dim,  Francis,  Cockwing,  and 
Coachman.— F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton,  Devon).— The  fishing 
continues  to  be  very  poor  as  compared  with  past  seasons, 
but  it  has  slightly  improved  silice  last  repoit.  Yesterday 
(April  4)  there  were  slight  showers  and  a  fresh  up-stream 
wind,  and  scma  trout  were  taken.  One  rod  on  the  Bicton 
water  took  seven  pretty  fish.  To-day  (April  5)  there  was 
a  good  :ise  of  fly  (chiefly  Olive  Duns)  about  1  p.m.,  and 
the  fish  stirred  for  them.  The  river  is  very  clear  and  low, 
and  a  good  freshft  would  be  welcome.  At  sea  some 
capital  pollack  fishing  has  been  done ;  one  gentleman, 
using  a  rod,  killed  nine  fish  the  other  day  weighing  381b. — 
Heron. 

Flowden  Waters  and  Onny.- The  opening  day  of 
the  Plowden  Fishing  Club  took  plac3  on  Saturday  last. 
Five  rods  were  on  the  water.  The  sport  was  poor.  Mr. 
Salt  had  thirteen;  another  gentleman,  ten  ;  Mr.  Green, 
five;  Mr.  T.  Howells,  four;  Dr.  George,  six.  The 
killing  flies  were  the  March  Brown  and  the  Orl  in  the 
order  named.  The  day  was  unfavourable,  a  north-east 
wind  blowing.  Water  low  and  clear.  Rain  is  wanted. 
Nothing  much  has  been  done  on  the  hotel  water  at  Craven 
Arms,  this  part  of  the  water  being,  as  a  rule,  three  weeks 
later  than  the  Longmynd  portion.  Two  brace  were  caught 
during  the  week.  Good  sport  is  anticipated  here  the  last 
week  in  April,  and  the  whole  of  May  and  June. — Truth. 

Plymouth. — Some  of  our  rivers  are  in  fair  condition, 
more  particularly  the  Dart,  and  some  nice  baskets  have 
been  taken  by  those  who  have  been  out.  I  heard  of  a  nice 
basket  taken  on  Bank  Holiday  on  the  Avon.  They  all 
averaged  a  fair  size,  and  one  over  IJlb.  There  were 
several  rods  on  the  Tavy  and  Walkham,  but  they  did  not 
do  much — from  half  a  dozen  to  one  and  a  half  dozen  each. 
The  Fowey  is  in  very  good  condition,  but  the  keeper  says 
that  the  lower  reaches  are  swarming  with  salmon  fry, 
which  have  driven  the  trout  to  the  higher  waters  on  the 
moor.  This  is  the  first  I  have  heard  of  salmon  fry  driving 
trout.  I  can  well  imagine  peal  or  salmon  doing  tliis. — 
William  Hearder. 

Savem,  Vyrnwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— Owing  to  the  very  fine  weather  experienced  here 
during  the  Easter  holidays  the  snow  on  the  Welsh  hills 
melted,  and  was  very  much  in  evidence  in  all  these  rivers 
during  the  time  the  visitors  here  were  anxious  to  catch 
fish.  The  most  successful  angler  was  a  lady,  Mrs. 
Macnab,  of  Liverpool,  who  captured  a  pike  of  7ilb. 
weight.  Many  smaller  pike  were  also  captured,  and  a  few 
trout  in  splendid  condition,  both  in  the  Tanat,  Cain,  and 
Vyrnwy,  but  no  good  sport  can  be  had  until  the  snow 
water  is  cleared  off. — Vyrnwy. 

Snssex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal.- Rivers 
are  in  good  order,  and  the  weather  during  the  holidays, 
although  fine,  was  a  shade  cold  for  roaching.  From  the 
Ouse,  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  a  few  fish  were  secured, 
Messrs.  Ash  and  Doughty  taking  roach  up  to  Ijlb.  Other 
anglers  also  had  a  few  fish.  Mr.  Durrant,  while  spinning, 
caught  a  sea  trout  of  21b.  loz.,  and  a  fine  chub  of  41b.  6oz. 
was  taken  with  lob  worm.  The  cold  winds  on  the  2nd  and 
3rd  put  roach  quite  off  feed.  Numbers  of  good  trout  are 
to  be  seen  in  the  river,  some  few  fish  computed  at  31b. 
From  the  Onse  tributaries  several  brace,  averaging  6oz., 
have  been  taken  with  worm  or  minnow,  the  narrow  and 
wooded  streams  scarcely  allowing  the  use  of  fly.  Six  brace 
were  recently  taken  by  stirring  up  the  water  in  the  top 
pool  and  fishing  with  worm  in  the  clouded  water  below. 
A  few  small  trout  have  been  caught  from  tributaries  of  the 
Adur  from  private  land,  but  nothing  exceeding  8oz.  The 
ttreams  in  the  vicinity  of  Chichester  hold  a  few  trout,  and 
running  a  maiden  lob  through  the  culverts  under  the  road- 
ways has  secured  fish  up  to  31b.  A  few  smelt  are  in  the 
harbours.  A  few  have  been  taken  at  the  Apuldram 
sluice,  Chichester  Harbour,  with  rag  worm  ;  but  warmer 
weather  is  needed  to  bring  them  up  in  quantities. — 
George  P.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— The  rain  at  Easter,  although 
not  very  much,  brought  fishermen  out,  with  the  result  that 
a  few  nice  fish  were  taken.  On  Saturday  (the  opening  of 
the  salmon  fishing)  the  scarcity  of  water  prevented  salmon 
from  running  up,  and  only  one  kelt  was  hooked.  I  am 
told  that  a  novice,  fishing  in  the  Taw,  was  deprived  of  his 
tackle  by  the  baUiff,  who  found  some  fingerlings  in  his 
creel.  The  gentleman  thought  they  were  trout.  Flies 
are  the  killing  baits.  On  my  way  to  the  country,  on 
Saturday,  I  saw  an  angler  land  a  lib.  fish  over  a  high  bank, 
and  broke  his  rod.  Others  were  catching  sizeable  fish, 
about  \Vo,  to  Jib.  All  our  rivers  are  not  yet  open,  the 
owner  being  abroad.  No  one  to  give  permit  until  he  takes 
possession  of  his  newly  inherited  property. — Rdsty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  in  good  order  for 
fithing.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine  during 
the  holidays,  and  a  good  number  of  anglers  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  chance  of  wetting  a  line.  There  has 
been  a  good  few  flies  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  have  been 
rising  better  at  them.  The  best  killing  flies  are  the  Blue 
Dun,  March  Brown,  Cowdung,  February  Red,  Palmers, 
and  Red  Spinner.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with  the 
worm,  and  several  large  fish  have  been  landed.  Rain  has 
threatened,  arid  a  good  shower  or  two  would  do  much  to 
refresh  the  river  and  improve  sport.  On  Good  Friday 
there  were  a  good  number  of  anglers  out,  and  several  very 
nice  dishes  of  trout  were  taken  with  the  fly.  In  the  public 
water  on  Saturday  some  nice  trout  were  landed  by  Mr.  R. 
Smith  with  fly.    Fishiog  on  Monday,  an  angler  landed 


eight  good  trout  with  the  March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun. 
With  the  worm,  on  Monday  afternoon,  three  trout  (Jib, 
each)  were  landed. — 8.  Lcdlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— This  part  has  been  favoured  with 
most  beautiful  weather  for  the  holic'ays,  and  the  river 
could  not  have  been  in  better  order  for  angling,  b^ing 
clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  there  has  been  a  fair  uamber 
of  anglers  out.  The  fish  have  been  movirg  better, 
and  more  live  flies  have  been  on,  and  improved  the 
prospects  of  sport  a  great  deal.  There  has  been  a  little 
rain,  but  more  would  do  good,  and  would  refresh  the 
river.  The  flies  used  are  the  February  Red,  Blue  Dun, 
March  Brown,  Palmer?,  and  Cowdung  Fly,  and  some  very 
nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  some  good  dishes  of  fish  being  landed  a  ;the 
seatoa  advances.  The  Rta,  Kyre,  and  Ledwjche  are  all 
clear. — Worcester. 

Wey  and  Tributaries  (Liphook).— Water  a  little 
coloured  on  Monday;  will  be  in  fair  order  for  some  time 
with  moderate  weather.  Plenty  of  small  fish  showing, 
chiefly  in  refusing  the  fly.  Rising  short  continued  nearly 
all  the  while  I  was  fishing  ;  and  it  was  quite  the  exception 
to  hook  a  fish  for  the  first  two  hours.  Then  a  change 
came,  and  for  ten  minutes  every  fish  that  rose  was  landed. 
In  this  interval  I  had  four,  and  during  the  rest  of  day 
only  five.  My  companion  hooked  a  lib.  fish,  but  none  of 
mine  reached  half  that  size,  the  conditions  being  more 
like  Devon  than  Hants.  The  Silver  Sedge  and  March 
Brown  were  best ;  and  most  of  the  fish  took  (or  didn't 
take)  under  water.  Fishing  here  can  be  had  at  small 
cost  by  appljicg  to  Mr.  H.  Warren,  Liphook,  Hants. — 
J.  P.  T. 

Witham,  fto.  (UEid-Lincolnshire). — The  change 
that  has  come  over  the  weather  within  the  last  fortnight 
has  been  very  welcome  to  the  fish  gone  for  spawning 
purposes  into  the  smaller  drains.  Time  v,a3  when  the 
poacher  ran  riot  amongst  them.  Thanks  to  the  vigilance 
of  those  interested  in  angling  this  has  come  to  an  end,  or 
nearly  so.  There  is  not  much  netting  now  in  the  visitors 
absence.  Bank  Holiday  was  very  favourable  for  those 
who  went  out  for  a  turn  at  trout  fishing.  Rain  on  Friday 
put  colour  in  the  water,  and  the  warmth  of  Sunday  and 
Monday  stimulated  aquatic  life.  Some  visitors  were 
abroad  in  the  Wolds  district,  whilst  the  upper  Witham 
had  a  few  patrons. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).- Up  to  the  end 
of  last  week  the  above  risers  were  too  high  and  discoloured 
for  fly  fishing,  therefore  only  a  few  anglers  were  out. 
There  has  been  a  fair  number  of  Easter  holiday  fishermen, 
but  they  have  met  with  poor  success,  especially  fly 
fishermen.  On  that  portion  of  the  Derwent  where  bottom 
fishing  is  allowed  several  nice  trout  have  been  landed. 
Members  of  the  Chatsworth  fishery  have,  I  believe,  the 
privilege  of  using  ground  bait,  which  is  an  advantage  in 
the  early  part  of  the  season.  Several  members  of  the 
Matlcck  and  Cromford  Angling  Association  have  been  out, 
but  I  only  heard  of  one  gentleman  from  Nottingham 
taking  one  trout  over  21b.  from  the  Lover's  Walk  side  of 
the  river,  Matlock  Bath.  These  rivers  are  in  order,  and 
as  we  are  having  genial  weather  the  prospect  for  angling 
is  fairly  good,  when  the  following  flies  will  be  found 
useful :  Cooper's  Fancy,  Cockwinged  Dun,  Oave  Dun, 
Grannom  or  Green  Tail,  and  Claret  Bumble,  to  be  used 
as  a  wet  fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— 
All  our  rivers  were  in  splendid  fettle,  and  a  week  ago 
prospects  for  Easter  looked  bright,  but  Good  Friday  un- 
fortunately was  as  wretched  as  it  well  could  be,  and  but  few 
of  the  numerous  anglers  that  had  arrived  at  the  different 
angling  inns  ventured  out  until  the  day  was  well  advanced, 
and  the  pluvial  downpour  had  somewhat  abated.  Their  takes, 
as  might  be  expected,  were  moderate,  and  the  few  tront 
caught  were  basketed  by  the  aid  of  the  "up-stream 
worm,"  as  fishing  with  a  well  scoured  brandling  or  dew 
worm  well  up  stream,  with  fine  tackle,  is  called  in  York- 
shore.  The  weather  on  Saturday  improved,  and  on  Easter 
Monday  it  was  favourable  enough  for  angling  except  a 
rather  boisterous  wind,  but  there  was  an  almost  total 
absence  of  fly  to  be  seen  on  the  water.  Beyond  an  odd 
Needle  Brown  and  a  few  spiders  I  found  no  winged  insect 
life,  and  my  trout  were  all  caught  with  the  worm,  fished 
as  above  described.  This  is  the  experience  of  all 
the  anglers  I  came  across  up  the  Yore,  several  o 
whom  turned  their  attention  to  ridding  the  trout  waters  of 
pike,  and  with  fair  success,  one  angler  getting  half  a 
dozen  fish,  and  he  said  he  could  have  killed  as  many  more, 
for  they  were  "dead  on  the  feed,"  but  as  he  was  then 
some  distance  from  his  hotel  he  did  not  care  to  take  any 
more.  Mr.  Middlemost,  of  Huddersfield,  had  good  sport 
amongst  the  trout  in  West  Burton  Beck  on  Saturday. 
He  tried  the  Yore  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  but  with 
moderate  success,  being  unable  to  keep  his  flies  on  the 
water.  Winds,  I  might  say  gales,  have  been  the  hete  noire 
of  the  angler  both  yesterday  and  to- day,  and  anglingalmost 
out  of  the  question,  consequently  fishing  in  the  Cover 
has  not  been  good.  This  is  also  the  case  lower  down,  at 
Masham  and  Tanfield.  Talking  of  Tanfield,  I  hear 
T.  Sturdy,  jun.,  of  Masham,  has  been  appointed  bailiff  to 
the  Tanfield  Club.  From  what  I  know  of  him,  I  think 
the  club  have  secured  a  good  man.  He  is  well  bred  for 
the  job,  h's  father  being  one  of  the  best  fishermen  in  the 
district.  My  Swaledale  correspondent  writes  in  a  similar 
strain  to  the  above  notes,  viz.,  plenty  of  anglers,  any 
amount  of  high  winds  and  light  baskets  ;  and,  to  sum  up, 
the  reports  received  from  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Ac,  up  to 
clofirg  of  this  letter,  describe  the  Easter  angling  so  far  as 
disappoiiiting,  owing  to  the  boisterous  weather  and  a  lack 
of  flies  on  the  water.  As  soon  as  conditions  are  more 
favourable  the  Little  Brown  (Dark  Woodcock  and  Orange), 
Spanish  Needle,  March  Brown,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Snipe 
and  Yellow,  Spring  Black,  and  Waterheu  Bloa,  will  all 
kill  in  any  of  our  Yorkshire  trout  streams.— J.  E. 
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Miller,  ICorthern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph. — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  two  or 
three  feet  of  fresh  water  in  from  the  gales  and  rain  storms 
of  yesterday.  There  is  a  great  improvpment  iu  the 
weather,  and  every  prospect  for  sport  with  the  worm, 
minnow,  and  flies.  The  very  best  oast  to  use  is  Winter 
Brown,  Dirk  Snipe  and  Purplj,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and 
Spanish  Needle.  The  Hawes  and  High  Abbotside 
Angling  Association  turned  into  their  waters  2000  yearling 
brown  trout  yesterday.  The  fish  were  very  fine,  not  one 
being  lost  on  the  journey  in  spite  of  the  rough  weather. 
Some  good  sport  has  been  had  in  this  water,  the  takes 
averaging  from  four  to  ten  brace.  Two  gentlemen  from 
Keighley  had  heavy  baskets  yesterday,  caught  with  worm 
and  natural  minnow.  Prospects  for  next  week  good. — 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Both  rivers  are  running 
high,  consequent  upon  the  thaw  and  the  heavy  rains  of 
last  week.  It  is  hoped  the  flood  will  have  cleared  away 
almost  all,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  spawned  salmon  to  the 
salt  water,  thereby  encouraging  the  run  of  spring  fish 
from  the  Solway.  The  number  of  spring  fish  is  unpre- 
cedentedly  siaill ;  but  as  the  nets  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Esk  have  been  doing  almost  nothing,  it  is  apparent  that 
there  are  few  fish  forward  yet  to  enter  the  rivers  and 
furnish  sport  for  rod  fishers.  Both  in  the  lower  and  mid 
reaches  scarcely  anything  is  being  done,  but  an  improve- 
ment is  now  looked  for.  In  the  Langholm  water  some 
fairly  sized  yellow  trout  have  been  got  by  a  few  persevering 
anglers.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Rockliffe,  has  had  little  sport 
since  last  week ;  indeed,  nothing  worth  recording  has  been 
done  either  in  the  Longtown  or  the  Metal  Bridge  water. 
The  depth  of  rain  that  fell  at  Langholm  during  March 
amounted  to  5'16in.,  as  compared  with  2'52in.  during  the 
corresponding  month  of  last  year.  This  is  I'OSin.  above 
the  average  for  the  previous  twelve  years.  Kain  or  snow 
fell  on  fifteen  days,  greatest  fall  on  the  28th — I  CSin. 
There  will  be  more  wet  weather  in  the  near  future,  con- 
sequently it  may  safely  be  prognosticated  that  the  sport 
will  revive  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  KT.B.).— About 
the  middle  of  last  month  the  weather  was  so  stormy  that 
all  anglers  from  the  south  left  the  district,  as  prior  to  that 
from  the  opening  only  two  salmon  were  landed.  These 
were  beauties  of  26Ib.  and  181b.  Last  week  a  change 
came,  and  rain  fell  incessantly  for  some  days,  followed  by 
other  days  of  bright  sunshine.  On  Tuesday  this  week  the 
storm  broke  out  afresh,  with  abnormal  severity  for  this 
time  of  year.  The  only  sport  to  record  is  as  follows  :  On 
Saturday,  Mr.  George  Ross,  Braelangwell,  fishing  for  Mr. 
F.  Gervers,  of  Amat,  landed  a  nice  salmon  on  the  Brae- 
langwell water.  On  Monday  this  week  he  caught  two 
salmon ;  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Coupland,  of  Gruinards,  one  on 
Gruinards  water.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  George  Boss  lauded 
two.  Mr.  Coupland  and  Mr.  Gervers  hail  from  South 
Kensington.  The  six  fish  caught  during  these  three  days 
ranged  from  71b.  to  101b. — B. 

Culag  Hotel  Waters  (LocMnver,  N.B.).— A  91b. 
salmon  was  taken  off  Lower  Inver  on  April  4,  caught  by 
"  MacNab." — John  Mackenzie. 

Beveron  (Banffshire).— This  river  has  been  in  very 
bad  condition  both  for  angh'ng  and  net  fishing  for  some 
time  back.  In  fact  the  water  was  so  big  last  week  by  the 
rainfall  and  the  melting  of  snow  on  the  hills  that  it  was 
very  difficult  for  the  net  fishermen  to  handle  the  nets. 
The  water  was  so  discoloured  by  the  debris  that  the  sea 
for  a  long  distance  out  was  of  a  different  hue.  The  spate 
brought  down  a  number  of  kelts.  In  the  beginning  of 
this  week,  when  the  water  was  falling,  there  was  a  slight 
improvement  in  the  net  fishings,  and  the  number  of  salmon 
caught  up  to  the  middle  of  the  week  was  larger  than  that 
for  several  weeks  past.  On  the  coast  the  fishing  at  the 
various  stations  also  showed  an  improvement.  On  Monday 
a  large  box  weighing  over  2cwt.  was  consigned  to  the 
market,  and  on  Tuesday  another  of  smaller  size.  The 
salmon  are  of  fair  size,  averaging  91b.,  and  of  good  quality. 
It  will  be  some  time  before  the  water  is  in  proper  condition 
for  anglers.  The  section  of  water  belonging  to  Huntly 
Lodge  opened  on  Saturday  last.  A  fair  number  of  salmon 
are  continuing  to  be  got  in  the  nets  on  the  coast  of 
Gardenstown  near  this. — H.  W. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).— Out 
from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  Loch  Katrine,  on  April  3, 
Messrs.  Cunningham  and  Fergus  McLellan,  fishing  on 
Loch  Chon,  caught  twenty-four  splendid  trout,  weighing 
141b. — Donald  Fbeou.son. 

Iioclilevea  (Kinross).— First  blood  was  drawn  this 
83ason  on  Lochleven  on  Monday,  when  eight  members  of 
the  Uddingston  Waltonian  Club  competed.  The  weather 
was  very  mild,  with  a  favourable  breeze,  but  the  water 
was  in  very  bad  order  and  dirty  from  flooding,  and  fiali 
were  not  taking.  There  were  six  baskets,  which  contained 
eleven  trout  (71b.  6oz.).  ■  The  first  prize  was  carried  oft'  by 
Mr.  J.  Cranston,  who  had  four  trout,  all  caught  with  fly  ; 
their  weight  was  lib.  lOoz.  Second,  Mr.  J.  Shaw,  two 
trout,  lib.  7oz.  Third,  Mr.  R.  Craig,  one  trout,  lib.  4oz. 
Fourth,  Mr.  G.  A.  Shanks,  one  trout,  14oz.  Heaviest 
trout,  Mr.  Jl.  Craisc,  lib.  4oz. — Robert  Laing. 

Iioch  Tay  (Kenmore,  Perthshire,  N.B.).— On 
the  Reserve  water,  March  25,  Maodiarmid,  keeper,  killed 
saltnon,  181b.  March  28,  on  the  Hotel  water,  Mrs. 
Knight  killed  salmon,  191b.  April  '.'>,  on  the  Hotel  water, 
Mr.  .James  Lord  killed  two  salmon,  2llb.  and  201b. ;  Mr. 
Knight,  one  of  101b.  April  4th,  on  the  Hotel  water,  Mr. 
James  Lord  killed  salmon,  171b. — W.  Knioht. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).— On  March  2n,  Mr.  A. 
Cameron  had  two  salmon,  241b.  and  171b.  On  March  29, 
Capt.  Cnthbert  had  one,  171b,    On  April  1,  Capt.  Cuth- 


bert  had  one,  141b.  On  April  3,  Mr.  Whem  had  one,  201b. 
On  April  4,  Capt.  Cuthbert  had  one,  191b.  Stormy 
weather  has  been  much  against  fishing. — H.  .T.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  H';te3,  Perthshire).  — 
Gentlemen  fishing  from  the  hotel  :  Mr.  Stewart  landfid 
a  beautiful  salmon,  on  March  28,  of  l(jlb  ;  Mr.  Joanindis. 
of  Liverpool,  landed  a  beautiful  salmon  on  the  80th  of 
231b.  ;  and  Mr.  Stewart,  one  of  Kilb.  Also  Mr.  Stewart, 
on  Anril  1,  landed  one  of  171b.  River  in  ply.— Paul 
MacPhail. 

Nayer  (Bett^hill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— For  a 

time  since  last  reported  both  Naver  and  Borgie  rivers 
were  frozen  over,  while  shooting  lodges  occupied  by 
anglers  were  snowed  up,  and  roads  were  blocked.  Under 
such  conditions  sport  could  not  be  expected.  Last  week, 
howaver,  ushered  in  a  change  for  the  better,  although  the 
weather  is  still  very  unsettled.  The  Naver  overflowed  its 
banks  ;  in  fact,  it  was  net  in  such  high  flood  since  1891. 
The  sport  has  been  as  follows  ;  On  Mai  ch  29,  Mr.  Marston, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  one  salmon  on  beat  No.  6.  On  30ih, 
Gen.  Home,  Syre  Lodge,  had  one  on  same  beat ;  Mr. 
Marston,  oec  on  No.  1;  and  Mr.  Ear!e  Drax,  one  on 
No.  2.  On  31st,  Mr.  Marston,  one  salmoa  on  No.  2 ;  Col. 
Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4 ;  Col.  Willson,  Syre 
Lodge,  one  on  No.  C.  Gen.  Horn?  lojt  a  salmon  on  No.  1 
when  almost  ready  for  the  gaff.  On  April  1,  Col.  Willson, 
Syre  Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  on  No.  1.  Hills  deeply 
coated  with  snow,  and  river  still  in  flood. — B. 

Noxth-East  of  Scotland.— Weather  conditions  have 
been  much  more  favourable,  and  every  day  eicce  Friday 
last  the  improvement  has  increased.  Sport  has  been  fairly 
rife  on  the  uppsr  pools,  and  a  few  fresh  fish  are  being  met 
with  on  the  lower  waters.  Fith  are  coming  on  the  coast 
more  freely,  and  the  prospects  for  April  are,  on  the  whole, 
wonderfully  bright.  On  the  Invercauld  Dee  private  water, 
Mr.  L.  H.  Crake,  alter  being  stormed  off  for  some  weeks, 
his  again  made  a  fresh  start  by  landing  an  81b.  fish.  The 
Duke  of  York  brought  his  spring  season  to  a  close  on  the 
Balmoral  reaches  on  Monday  evening,  and  rttarned  to 
town,  accompanied  by  his  equerry,  Sir  Chas.  Cust,  Bart., 
on  Tuesday.  The  Duke's  heaviest  fish  was  16Jlb.  He  had 
also  two  of  91b.,  and  one  of  71b.,  and  another  of  81b. 
On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Scott  had 
one  of  161b. ;  Mr.  Cobbald,  one  of  IClb. ;  and  Mr.  Craw- 
shaw,  a  small  fish  of  .51b.  On  the  Ballater  reaches,  Mr. 
Bristowe  and  Mr.  Miller  are  getting  fair  sport  since  the 
river  began  to  fall.  On  the  Kincardine  water.  Major 
Davidson's  keeper  hid  one  of  81b.  and  one  of  71b.  On  the 
Ballogie  eestion,  Mr.  Eustace  Drummond  creeled  a  fine 
fish  of  lOJlb.  ;  and  the  Hon.  E.  T.  Brooks  had  one  of  61b. 
on  the  Lodge  water  ;  while  Dr.  Hood  creeled  one  of  61b. 
On  the  Ballogie  section,  Mr.  Edward  Drummond  caught 
one  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Walter  Davidson  one  of  8Jlb.  on 
Lower  Dess.  Most  of  these  t\  ere  got  on  Friday  after  the 
river  began  to  subside.  The  Duke  of  York  left  on  Wednes- 
day morning  instead  of  Tuesday,  as  at  first  arranged.  He 
had  very  good  sport  on  Monday  ani  Tuesday,  winding  up 
h's  spring  salmon  season  with  two  beauties,  of  7ib.  and 
101b,,  on  Tuesday.  He  had  also  two  the  previous  day. 
Sir  Charles  Cust  has  had  no  clean  fish.  On  the  Glentana 
waters,  on  Saturday,  Col.  Brinckman  had  three  fine  fish, 
scaling  201b.,  101b.,  and  81b.,  and  two  on  Tuesdiy  of 
similar  weights;  while  Mr.  H.  Barclay  had  two  on  Mon- 
day, of  61b.  and  71b.  Both  are  staying  at  Profeit's 
Dinnet.  The  season  on  the  Deveron  opened  on  Saturday, 
when  several  anglers  from  Edinburgh  had  baskets  of  trout 
ranging  up  to  101b.  On  the  Ythan  the  smolt  suspension 
is  now  in  foic9  in  the  tidal  waters,  but  the  Ellon  and  upper 
waters  are  free.  On  the  Ugie  good  finnock  fishing  was 
enjoyed  on  Monday,  and  several  up  to  lib.  were  got  by 
Mr.  Ingram  and  others. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  in  this  district  have 
again  been  disturbed  with  many  floods  since  last  week's 
report.  To-day  (Wednesday)  more  rain  is  falling,  and  the 
rivers  were  in  flood  this  morning.  On  Easter  Mondiy  the 
waters  were  in  good  order  for  fly,  and  some  fair  sport  was 
had  by  visitors  and  local  anglers  among  trout.  The 
spring  salmon  fishing,  however,  has  bsen  much  of  a 
failure,  and  the  catches  disappointingly  small  on  all  the 
rivers  in  the  South  of  Scotland.  For  some  reason  or 
other  spring  fish  have  not  been  running  in  the  Solway 
nets,  and  at  some  of  the  principal  fisheries  the  catches 
have  been  greatly  smaller  as  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding date  last  year.  A  few  have  been  taken 
this  week  in  the  stike  nets.  Sea  trout  are  just  beginning 
to  show  now,  SB  they  generally  do  with  the  commence- 
ment of  April,  but  only  two  or  three  per  tide  are  being 
caught.  With  a  spell  of  more  genial  weather  they  would 
be  sure  to  come  on.  Sea  trout  like  mild  weather  for 
migrating,  and  the  warmer  the  weathei  the  more  trout. 
The  Annan. — In  this  river  not  much  has  been  done,  as 
the  waters  have  been  generally  out  of  condition  for  fly 
in  all  the  middle  and  lower  reaches.  In  the  Black  Pool 
the  other  day,  Mr.  McEwan,  of  Marple,  near  Manchester, 
hooked  a  fine  salmon.  After  playing  his  fish  for  nearly  an 
hour,  the  lad  in  lifting  the  fish  out  of  the  water  broke 
the  cast,  and  the  salmon  fell  into  the  poal,  and  lay  belly 
uppermost  for  several  minutes  before  recovering,  when  it 
swam  slowly  away.  Mr.  McEwan  had  no  gaff,  and  the 
fish  was  in  deep  water  at  the  side  of  a  very  steep  bank. 
The  same  angler  hooked  and  lost  a  salmon  on  Monday  with 
minnow.  He  also  hooked  and  lost  a  good  pike  on  the 
same  lure.  Several  anglers  had  some  fair  sport  among 
yellow  trout  in  the  tributary  streams  during  the  Easter 
holidays,  and  a  numler  wore  out  in  the  higher  waters 
below  Moffat,  where  some  sport  was  had.  The  yellow 
trout  are  not  quite  in  the  pink  of  condition  yet,  and  would 
be  all  the  better  for  another  fortnight  to  fatten  on  the 
March  Brown  Fly.  This  week  the  March  Brown  lias  been 
on  the  water  in  considerable  numbers,  and  trout  have  been 
rising  freely  at  that  fly.  The  Nrrir. — Sport  has  been 
rather  poor  on  this  river.  The  main  stream  is  not  yet 
giving  much  spoit  at  all,  and  yellow  trout  are  not 


in  the  shallow  waters  yet,  the  best  catches  being  at  the 
sides  of  deep  pools.  Some  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  on 
the  tributaries,  the  Cairn  and  Cluden  affording  the  best 
cxtches,  and  the  fly  being  preferred  to  worm  bait.  The 
Galloway  Rivers. — The  reports  from  the  waters  of  this 
district  show  little  sport  over  the  Easter  holidays,  owing 
to  the  waters  being  in  spate.  Ayrshire.— Anglers  are 
now  preparing  their  tackle,  to  begin  fishing  the  lochs. 
Not  many  have  been  out,  so  far,  but  a  few  small  catches 
have  bean  mide  of  yellow  trout.  As  soon  as  the  weather 
settles  some  pretty  fair  baskets  are  expected  on  Loch 
Doon,  of  Dalmellington,  where  the  angling  is  free  to  all 
who  like  to  fish  this  loch.  Loch  Finlas  is  also  good.  In 
May  some  fine  baskets  are  taken  on  both  of  the  above 
lochs  with  fly.  Boats  can  be  hired  from  the  Eglinton 
Hotel,  as  also  the  Black  Bull,  both  hotels  being  in 
Dalmellington.  Anglers,  however,  can  fish  from  the  shore 
if  they  prefer  to  do  so.  The  Cumberland  Derwent 
and  Cocker. — Both  weather  and  waters  has  been  against 
sport,  and  a  good  deal  of  melted  snow  has  been  in  the 
rivers.  Some  nice  baskets  of  trout,  however,  have  been 
caught  since  last  week.  Mr.  D.  Pollcck,  of  Cockermouth, 
had  a  very  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  on  the  Cocker,  his 
best  fish  weighing  IJlb.  Mr.  Thos.  Ritson  landed  seven- 
teen in  the  same  river  with  fly,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  at 
Sonthwaite  Rake  Pool. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Riverr. — 
The  weather  in  the  Border  district  since  my  last  notes 
appeared,  a  fortnight  ago,  has  been  most  variable.  Fly 
fishers  ten  days  ago  had  not  the  best  of  the  time,  the 
bait  fishers  having  had  a  good  innings.  However,  every- 
thing comes  to  an  end,  and  as  the  flood  subsided  and  the 
waters  cleared,  we,  the  fly  anglers,  have  hid  no  reason  to 
complaiu  so  far  as  regards  takes  are  concerned,  but  the 
fish  are  really  not  yet  in  anything  like  fit  condition,  not- 
withstanding the  openness  of  the  past  winter  season.  To- 
day (Wednesday)  we  have  yet  another  flood  of  2ft.  in  the 
Tweed,  the  main  river,  caused  by  rain  and  wind  in  the 
west,  but,  strange  to  say,  the  Teviot  has  not  as  yet  (4  p.m.) 
been  touched  with  any  increase  of  flood  water.  As  to 
salmon  angling — well,  there  has  been  little.  The  only  take 
sent  to  me  was  one  salmon,  killed  on  the  Tweed  by  Capt. 
French,  on  the  Tillmouth  Park  water,  and  the  fish  turned 
the  scale  at  13ilb.  There  have,  besides,  been  a  good  macy 
kelts  landed  duiing  the  past  ten  days  in  the  Tweed,  but  on 
the  Teviot  not  a  fish  of  any  kind  has  either  been  killed  or 
landed.  Of  those  who  have  been  most  fortunate  amongst 
the  trout  we  mention  Mr.  Thomas  Piingle,  Westwood 
Cottage,  Kelso,  who  on  one  occasion  had  a  dozen  and  a 
half  of  nice  fish,  one  of  which  weighed  fully  l|lb.,  while 
he  lost  a  much  heavier  trout  just  while  netting  it.  The 
lure  for  this  take  was  minnow.  During  the  reoedenoe  of 
the  floods  in  the  rivers  a  week  ago  bait  fishers  were  "  on 
the  job,"  and  a  right  good  time  they  had  of  it.  Most  of 
the  baskets  were  said  to  have  been  killed  with  worm  or 
some  other  bait.  Mr.  Wm.  Mercer,  Kelso,  had  01b.,  and 
on  the  following  day,  on  the  Eden,  he  had  101b.  Some  of 
these  trout,  however,  were  got  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eden, 
on  the  Tweed.  Mr.  Archibald  Steel,  jun.,  Kelso,  on 
Tweed,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Richard  Newton,  Kelso,  51b.,  on  Teviot ; 
Mr.  David  Maxwell,  41b.  and  61b.;  Mr.  James  Anderson, 
51b.,  on  Teviot;  and  Mr.  A.  Cockburn,  ten  trout,  with  min- 
now, on  Monday,  weighing  41b.,  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot. 
Strange  to  say  that  on  the  tributary  streams,  such  as  the 
Kale,  Bowmont,  Colledge,  Ale,  and  Rule,  trout  are  very 
scarce,  and  scarcely  any  baskets  can  at  present  be  made. 
This  looks  crooked  a  bit,  as  on  these  streams  in  the  spring 
nice  dishes  of  trout  used  formerly  to  be  got.  During  the 
present  week,  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot,  fly  fishers,  taking 
advantage  of  the  weather  and  state  of  the  water,  have  had 
a  fair  good  innings.  On  Monday,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  J. 
Turner,  London,  had  71b.  (Bamff  Mill  cast)  ;  and  on 
other  two  cocasicns  he  had  41b.  and  01b.  Mr.  David 
Maxwell  and  friend,  on  Tweed  and  Teviot,  have  had 
baskets  of  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  Mr.  Duncan  Hill,  Queen's 
Head  Hotel,  Kelso,  on  Teviot,  fishing  from  the  bank,  had 
7 Jib.  of  fine  trout.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Robert  Robertson,  on 
the  same  stream,  had  5lb.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  James 
MoCutcheon,  Alnwick,  had  a  fine  dish  of  101b.,  including 
one  clean  run  sea  trout  of  21b.  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon,  jun., 
Alnwick,  on  two  or  three  occasions  had  baskets  of  from 
5lb.,  71b.,  up  to  101b.,  on  Tweed  and  Te\iot.  On  Monday,  on 
the  Tweed,  Mr.  James  Wilson  had  101b.  On  the  eame 
water,  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  Mr.  William  Shiell, 
Kelso,  had  two  baskets,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  211b. 
Mr.  William  Hardy,  commission  agent,  Kelso,  had  121b., 
on  Twoed,  on  Monday.  During  the  past  ten  days  Mr. 
James  Hogg,  gardener,  has  killed  on  the  Tweed,  Teviot, 
and  Eden  baskets  of  trout  weighing  from  41b.  up  to  71b. 
and  101b. ;  Mr.  E.  G.  Bond,  on  the  Tweed,  has  had  dishes 
of  41b.,  51b.,  71b.,  and  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Farquharson, 
on  the  Tweed,  has  had  takes  ranging  from  41b.  np  to  lOlb. 
and  121b.  of  trout.  Trout  competitions  are  now  just  again 
starting  for  the  season.  The  Kelso  Angling  Association 
have  fixed  their  spring  one  for  Monday  next,  and  the  Good 
Friday  competition  of  the  Canties  Club  (Berwickshire) 
came  off  oa  that  day  under  unfavoarable  circumstances, 
the  river  being  full  of  snow  water.  A  good  muster  turned 
out,  however,  and  fair  sport  was  had. — Ma-\wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— This  stream 
was  in  fair  order  this  week.  Up  to  date  trouting  haa  just 
been  middling,  as  the  weather  was  very  cold,  which  kept 
the  trout  from  rising.  During  the  Easter  holidays  a  good 
many  anglers  were  out  with  medium  success.  Trouting 
has  fallen  off  50  per  cent,  in  the  past  five  years  ;  cautes, 
pike  and  pollution. — J.  A.  B. 

Bann. — This  river  is  very  low  for  so  early  in  ths 
season,  and  trout  are  beginning  to  rise  to  the  early  Blue 
Dun  on  the  shallows  at  Kilrea.  On  1st  inst.  John 
Dramond,  boatman,  took  the  first  two  trout  of  the  season 
on  the  fly,  l^lb.  and  2 Jib.  each.   The  kolts  will  all  soon 
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have  gone  to  the  sea  and  spring  fish  taken  their  places. 
On  3rd  inst.  two  newly  ran  salmon  were  taken  in  the 
Cults,  Coleia"ne.  It  is  expected  there'will  be  good  sport 
on  all  the  reaches  during  the  coming  summer,  which  is 
certain  to  be  a  cold  one. — Daniel  O'Fee.  [How  does 
Mr.  Daniel  O'Fee  know  it  is  "certain"  to  be  a  cold 
summer  ? — Ed.] 

Blacknater  (co.  Cork).— Weather  and  water  have 
been  all  that  could  be  desired  for  past  week,  and  some 
good  fish  have  been  killed  on  different  portions  cf  the 
river.  On  the  Ballyduii'  Fishery,  on  3rd  inst.,  Mr.  S. 
Haynes  had  a  fine  fish,  201b.  Fish  are  reported  to  be 
numerous  on  the  upper  Blackwater  above  Mallow. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Blackwater  (Monaghan). — The  river  here  is  too 
high  for  anything  but  bait  fishing,  and  as  the  trout  are 
glutted  with  bottom  feeding  by  a  succession  of  freshets 
they  will  hardly  look  at  anything.  Last  week,  when  the 
river  was  down  a  bit,  lots  of  pike  up  to  61b.  and  71b.  were 
killed.— J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (.Navan  Section).  —  The  rain  last  week 
raised  the  river  a  few  inches,  but  as  this  was  bog  water 
from  the  Blackwater  watershed  it  did  harm,  and  although 
the  river  is  now  well  stocked  with  fish  they  have  been  very 
sulky  for  some  days.  Since  my  last  report  I  can  only 
hear  of  twelve  fish,  average  about  141b.,  being  taken  on 
Upper  Blackcastle  ;  one  of  241b.  on  Lower  Blackcastle  ; 
four  or  five,  including  one  of  281b.,  on  Ardmulohan.  The 
water  is  still  too  low  for  sport, — Claret  Fly. 

Cork  Biivers. — Spoit  has  not  been  up  to  anticipa- 
tion on  any  of  the  Cork  rivers  open  for  angling, 
though  matters  continue  to  show  some  improvement.  The 
numbers  of  salmon  taken  by  anglers  on  the  principal  rivers 
have  been  rather  few  and  far  between  since  last  report ; 
but  trout  fishers,  on  the  other  hand,  had  generally  fair 
sport.— T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway).  —  Despite  the  adverse  climatic 
conditions  of  the  past  two  weeks,  angling  has  improved 
considerably  on  this  river,  famed  for  its  salmon  fishing. 
Since  the  last  freshet  the  stock  of  salmon  has  largely 
increased,  so  that  the  river  is  well  tenanted  at  present. 
Amongst  those  recently  out  were  Gen.  Dash  wood,  Lieut. 
Dundas,  R.X.,  Capt.  Kushbrooke,  Mr.  W.  Townsend,  and 
the  brother  professionals,  the  Lydons.  Shrimping 
accounts  for  the  majority  of  the  fish  killed  up  to  date. 
Trouting  on  the  tributaries  was  pretty  good. — J.  A.  B, 

Cnmmeragli  and  Inny.— Salmon  are  now  pretty 
numerous  in  the  deep  pools  on  the  Cummeragh,  but  no 
salmon  anglers  have  been  out  on  this  water.  Brown  trout 
are  giving  gocd  sport  on  this  river  and  on  the  Inny. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Bme  (Bally shannon  and  Belleek).— Mr.  Wise, 
Mr.  Cleary,  and  Mr.  Moohan  took  several  fine  trout, 
weighing  from  l|lb.  to  3Pb.,  on  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th 
ult — M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Hivers. — Sport  has  shown  some  ioaprovement 
all  round,  though  it  is  still  far  from  being  good  on  any  of 
the  Kerry  rivers.  Spring  salmon  are  now  arriving  in  good 
nnmbers  on  all  the  rivers  flowing  into  the  sea  between 
Dingle  and  Kenmare. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  (CO.  Cork). — The  weather  has  been  very  favourable 
for  salmon  fishing  for  the  past  week,  and  numbers  of  fish 
are  showing  in  all  parts  of  the  river.  On  Lee  Mount, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Crawshay,  one,  61b.  On  Fargus,  Capt. 
Douglas  Pennant,  five,  averaging  91b.  On  Ballineadig, 
Mr.  B.  C.  E.  Lanner,  one,  121b.  On  Innislinga,  Capt. 
Gubbins,  E.A.,  one,  18Jlb.  On  Cronody,  Capt.  de  Mont- 
morency, Hants.  Eegiment,  14Jlb.  On  Ashton,  O.  L. 
Evans,  141b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longli  Cnrrane  Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Salmon 
angling  is  now  improving,  though  it  is  still  far  from  being 
good.  Four  ealmon  were  had  last  week,  \iz.,  two  by 
Surgeon-Col.  Bany,  Bayview  Hotel ;  two  by  Edmund 
Dennehy  ;  and  one  by  Johnny  Brennan.  The  fish  averaged 
lOJlb.  At  time  of  writing  spring  salmon  are  coming  up 
in  far  better  numbers,  as  is  plainly  evidenced  by  the  takes 
had  last  week  at  the  weir  on  the  river.  Last  week  fine 
sport  was  got  on  the  channels  between  the  ¥ocky  islands 
and  the  shore  at  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Itough  Melvin. — The  following  salmon  were  taken  on 
this  lake  during  the  past  week :  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup  landed 
three  salmon  on  the  lat  inst.  of  lljlb.,  O^lb.,  and  81b., 
Mr.  J.  R.  Fisher  took  one  salmon  of  9ilb.  on  same  day, 
Mr.  Brjce-Smyth  landed  one  salmon  weighing  101b.  on 
1st  inst. ;  also  Mr.  F.  Broadbent  and  Mr.  E.  Hayman  took 
two  ealmon  on  the  Ist  inst,,  one  of  91b,  and  one  of  101b. 
Trouting  was  fairly  good  on  some  days  since  last  report, 
and  a  number  of  baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout 
weighing  from  8|lb.  to  131b.  each  were  taken  by  anglers 
ont  from  Ballyshannon,  Bucdoran,  &c. — M.  Eogan  and 
Sons. 

Longh  Melvin  (Lower  Keaches,  Kinlougli 
End). — Good  sport  was  bad  amongst  the  trout  by  fly 
anglers  during  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week.  Catches 
too  numerous  for  separate  mention.  Amongst  the  most 
snccessfnl  rodaters  Mr.  O.  Dowd  and  party  (England),  Mr. 
Wood  (Lisburn),  and  Mr.  Johnston  had  baskets  on  many 
days  to  average  from  one  and  a  half  to  three  dozen  daily. 
Several  nice  trout  were  had  trolling,  from  lib.  to  41b, 
I  Salmon  anglers  had  also  fair  success.  Weather  conditions 
1     are  still  favourable. — P.  Gallaohee. 

Ik)!!^!!  Neagh. — This  week  the  weather  was  rather 
boisterous,  but  on  the  whole  favourable  to  the  fishermen. 
I  For  years  I  have  not  seen  so  many  fine  lake  trout  taken, 
hnge  fellows  up  to  121b.,  which  would  give  great  sport  on 
I  a  bne.  Tront  fishing  on  the  tributaries  shows  an  improve- 
j  ment.  Pollan  fishing  is  also  pretty  good,  the  takes  being 
I  pretty  large  on  the  Tyrone  shores.  Ont  on  the  "flats" 
(  or  sand  eboals  in  the  Lough  the  tront  will  rise  to  the  fly, 
\l  hat  very  few  try  this  sport.  Cros.f-lining,  though  illegal, 
!  U  moch  indulged  in  off  the  Armagh  shores. — J.  A,  R. 
t  BKonntaln  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— Sport 
I    eontinues  good  on  alt  the  above  waters.   The  best  baskets 


were  had  after  3  p.m.  each  day,  and  the  following  were 
the  best  baskets  had  last  week  on  the  different  waters : 
On  Drenane,  one  of  three  dozen  brown  trout,  131b.  ;  on 
Cummeravanig,  one  cf  thirty,  91b. ;  on  Coomcatcum,  one 
of  twenty-nine,  SJlb. ;  and  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  four 
doz^n,  lOJlb.- Thus.  J.  Dennehy. 

Moume  (Newtonstewart,  co,  Tyrone).  — The 
season  opened  on  Saturday,  the  1st  inst.,  with  the  river 
in  excellent  order  and  very  favourable,  despite  the  cold 
weather.  Messrs.  Mcllwaine  and  Kennedy,  on  the 
opening  day,  killed  71b.  and  81b.  of  brown  trout 
respectively.  Amongst  the  anglers  stopping  in  the  Aber- 
corn  Arms  are  Capt.  Costobadie,  Capt.  Ansley,  Mr.  Costo- 
badie,  Mr.  Welsh,  and  Mr.  Warren,  all  of  whom  have  had 
fair  sport — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— During 
the  list  week  the  liver  has  been  in  flood,  just  fishable  now  ; 
some  clean  fish  showing  on  the  poo!s.  Mr.  W.  C.  Wilson, 
on  Monday,  rose  one  fish  and  hooked  two  others.  Mr.  J, 
Schroop  had  some  nice  trout  on  the  lake  last  week.  Mr. 
J.  Timlin  hooked  a  fish  on  April  2.  Prospacts  of  fishing 
fair  on  the  river. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  very  much  against  angling ;  river 
high  and  much  discoloured  for  the  past  week.  Several 
kelts  have  been  landed  on  the  Shallows  by  Dr.  Smart, 
and  new  fish  131b.  Parts  of  the  Lough  have  been  dis- 
coloured also ;  few  anglers  are  getting  few  trout  on 
occasional  days. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Dexg  (Killalos).  —  As  I 
thought  so  it  has  turned  out.  Up  to  the  present,  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  very  cold  weather  we  have  been 
experiencing  for  some  weeks,  the  spring  salmon  have  not 
ascended  in  any  considerable  numbers  from  the  Atlantic, 
so  that  rod  fishers  have  not  fared  well  at  all.  But  quite  a 
favourable  change  has  taken  place  in  the  weather,  as  the 
frosts  and  north  winds  have  disappeared,  and  genial 
sunshiny  days  succeed  each  other  day  after  day. 
Ths  largest  spring  salmon  taken  last  week  weighed 
271b.,  Bill  Malone  being  the  fortunate  captor.  Head 
Constable  Coulan,  R.I.C.,  KiUaloe  Station,  killed 
above  the  bridge  a  very  handsome  golden  river  trout 
weighing  51b.  Tom  and  Jack  Grimes,  fishing  my  water, 
basketed  several  fine  trout  during  the  week.  Mr. 
Anthony  Parker,  Ballyvalley  House,  fishing  Major  Mott's 
water  on  Monday,  bagged  in  two  hours  twenty-one  lovely 
river  trout.  Yesterday  my  fishermen,  the  Brothers 
Grimes,  landed  on  my  water  a  frf  s'jly  run  salmon  of  221b. 
Same  day  one  cf  the  local  fishermen  killed  a  very 
beautiful  springer  of  331b.  Both  at  Limerick  and 
Castleconnell  several  heavy  fish  have  been  captured,  and 
now  we  are  beginning  to  get  a  share  of  the  spoil  at 
KUlaloe.  Major  Traherne  told  me  just  now  that  he  saw  a 
good  few  salmon  rise  on  his  water  yesterday  (Tuesday). 
For  some  days  past  an  enormous  salmon  has  been  seen 
performing  j;as  seuls  on  the  Major's  water,  but  up  to 
to  day  (Wednesday)  he  has  declined  to  look  at  any  of  the 
dainty  flies  that  have  been  oifered  to  him.  I  do  hope  that 
he  may  fall  to  the  Major's  rod.  Since  my  last  report  the 
following  angling  visitors  have  arrived  here  :  Major  John 
P.  Traherne,  from  London;  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Wilson,  Mrs., 
and  Miss  Wilson,  from  London.  Several  other  English 
visitors  are  expected  this  week. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams  killed  one  salmon,  22ilb.,  on  April  3.  On 
Hermitage,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Jones  killed  one  salmon,  141b.,  on 
March  31.  On  Woodlanls,  Mr.  A.  Talbot  killed  one 
salmon,  .381b.,  on  March  30.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  W. 
Milburn  killed  one  salmon,  271b.,  on  March  31.  On  the 
Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  E.  J.  Brook  killed  one  salmon,  31Jlb., 
on  March  31.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  B.  T.  Ingham 
killed  one  salmon,  SSJlb.,  on  April  1. — J.  Enright  and 
Son. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier),  —  Though  numbers  of  visiting 
anglers  fished  upon  the  pier  during  the  Easter  vacation, 
scarcely  a  sizeable  fish  was  taken,  the  only  exception  being 
a  codling  of  lib.  4oz.  taken  by  Mr.  Morrell.  Mr.  Burgess 
and  Mr.  C.  Filmer  tried  boat  fishing,  and  in  three  hours 
and  three-quarters  took  nineteen  small  flat-fish.  Mr. 
Fleming  and  his  boatman  (Larkins)  tempted  sport  on 
three  successive  days,  but  caught  nothing  worth  recording. 
Mr.  Filmer  held  sole  possession  of  the  pier  to  day 
(Wednesday),  bat  his  day's  catch  only  a-nounted  to  four 
very  small  dabs. — J,  Eichabdson. 

Deal. — A  great  many  angling  gentlemen  and  others 
visited  the  town  during  the  holidays,  and  owing  to 
prospects  being  so  poor  fc  r  fishing  a  very  few  put  out,  and 
those  that  did  go  out  returned  with  poor  baskets. — Edwd. 
Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.). 

Margate. — April  5. — A  few  tith  are  now  coming  in 
after  the  gales  we  have  had.  One  angler  caught  on 
Saturday,  twelve ;  on  Sunday,  seventeen ;  on  Monday, 
twenty-six,  codling  and  pouting.  Arother,  out  on  Mon- 
day, caught  twenty-three  codling  and  some  pouting. — T. 

JEI'HCOTT. 

Plj  month. — We  are  now  having  a  spell  of  fine  weither, 
and  through  the  holidays  several  have  been  out  fishing. 
Mackerel  are  taking  the  spinner ;  a  friend  of  mine,  sailing 
around  from  the  eastward  to  Plymouth,  took  seventy-four, 
and  they  were  in  very  good  condition.  These  fish  seem  to 
be  coming  on  earlier  this  year  than  they  did  last,  and  from 
all  appearances  we  shall  have  a  good  season  with  them. 
This  will  be  welcomed  by  the  boats  that  get  their  living  by 
them,  as  last  season  was  an  entire  frost,  many  of  the  boats 
scarcely  paying  for  the  expense  of  fitting  ont.  School 
bass  frtni  lib.  to  21b.  are  baing  taken  up  the  Cattewater 
with  rod  and  line  ;  and  some  nice  pollack  have  found  their 
way  in  the  Sound  again.  It  is  curious  how  these  fish  go 
away  to  the  deep  water  directly  we  get  much  rain,  which 
sends  fresh  water  into  the  bay.  They  evidently  do  not 
like  their  natural  element  in  a  diluted  form,   The  list  of 


edible  fish  for  this  month  includes  trout,  peal,  salmon, 
scad,  mackerel,  conger  eel,  athetine  (smelt),  thornta';k, 
pouting,  hake,  brill,  tarbot,  dab,  and  all  shell  fish. — W. 
Heahdkr  (B  S.A.8.). 

Southend  and  Leigh,— April  6.— During  the  holi- 
days a  large  i  umber  of  anglers  tried  their  luck,  but  with 
indifferent  success,  as  fiuh  were  scarce  and  small ;  and, 
speaking  generally,  sea  fishing  is  off  for  the_  present.  A 
few  small  coiling  were  taken,  unusually  late  in  the  season 
for  them  be  it  noted,  the  remainder  of  the  catches  being 
mostly  plaice.  Flounders  are  now  out  of  condition,  liaving 
just  spawned.  The  fishmongers  in  the  town  have  been 
selling  grey  mullet  in  Urge  quantities,  many  of  them  of 
considerable  size.  These,  I  learn,  were  taken  in  the 
Barnham  river  ;  but  they  are  by  no  means  common  on 
this  coast. — Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A  8.). 

Telkgbam  (April  7). — Barometer  fallen  ;  south-wester 
blowing  hard.    Boat  fishing  impcssible. — Hl'ssey. 


Jingling  'fixtures. 

April  9.   

Collingwood  :  Outing  to  Southend. 
April  10. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Dibdin  :  Visit. 
April  11. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Bohemian  concsrt. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Annual  smoking  concert. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Annual  dinner. 
April  12. 

British  Sea  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 

St.  John's  :  Annual  supper. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Smoking  concert. 
April  13. 

Hatcham  Brothers :  Annual  supper  and  conceit. 
Prince  Albert :  A.B.S.  concert. 


April  17. — Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
,,     18.— Bermondsey  Brothers:   Lantern  lecture  by 

Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (secretary  of  the  Central 

Association). 
,,     18. — North  London  :  Visit. 
,,     19. — Anchor  (Kingston) :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     20. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     25. — Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     25. — Original  Alexandra :  Distribution, 
,,     25. — Eoyal  George  :  Visit. 
,,     25. — Waggoners  :  Visit. 


EeiJotts  from  Clubs 


We  ieg  to  ■  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association, — The  monthly  finance  com 
mittee  will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next,  April  10,  at 
7.30 ;  renting  and  preservation  at  8.30  ;  and  the  general  at 
nine  o'clock.— R.  GnrRNEY. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  ttanks  the  receipt  of 
63.  6d.  Peckham  Brothers,  173.  lOd,  Brunswick  Brothers 
Angling  Societies'  donation  boxes.  The  committee  will 
meet  on  Friday  next,  April  14,  at  8.30. — E.  Ghcrnev, 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Grate. — 
We  had  a  big  meeting  of  members  on  April  5,  when  a  lot 
of  business  was  transacted.  Our  ninth  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  10.  All 
members  must  have  paid  up  all  arrears  on  the  3rd,  or 
rule  26  will  be  strictly  enforced.  Will  donors  of  prizes 
kindly  let  me  have  same,  so  that  I  can  arrange  the  lists, 
&o.  ? — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Ansrling  Societv.  Coach  and  Horses,  Porb* 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  April  16  a  meet- 
ing will  take  place  to  arrange  the  annual  supper  and  other 
ioaportant  business,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  master  of 
members  present. — J.  Chambers. 

Aro  ior  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  cf 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Our  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  this  evening,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  on  the  committee  for  ensuing  season  :  Messrs.  H. 
Mallett,  sen.,  J.  Grant,  J.  Jones,  W.  Fowler,  E.  Chidd, 
W.  Eggby,  G.  Clarke,  and  C.  CaMar,  Mr.  C.  Cannar 
was  elected  chairman  for  next  quarter  ;  Mr,  Darling  was 
elected  an  honorary  msmbar  ;  Messrs.  Mallett,  sen.,  and 
Eggby  volunteered  as  aulitors  ;  and  Messrs.  Cannar  and 
Hamilton  as  stewards  for  annual  dinner  on  April  20. 
Gentlemen  requiring  tickets  for  annual  dinner  can  have 
sxme  on  application  to— F.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.  —  At  the  half- 
yearly  meeting,  on  April  4,  the  following  ofliceis  were 
elected :  Messrs.  R.  Dring,  chairman ;  A.  Ans'.y,  vice ; 
W.  Hersant,  treasurer  ;  G.  Martin,  weigher-in  ;  A. 
Jenkins,  secretary;  G.  Smeed,  check  secretary.  Com- 
mittee :  Messrs.  G.  Hemens,  S.  Aplin,  A,  Dejonge, 

F.  Ireland,  G.  Mead,  J.  Stevens,  G.  Austin,  F.  Aplin, 

G.  Miller.  Delegates :  Messrs.  Hemens,  Ansty,  Mead, 
and  F.  Ireland.  The  balance-sheet  for  the  last  half  year 
was  presented  and  pajsed  as  highly  satisfactory,  the  same 
showing  a  substantial  amount  in  hand,  and  the  society  to 
be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  A  special  meeting  is  fixed 
for  April  18,  for  the  revision  of  rules,  if  necessary,  and 
other  important  business, — A,  Jenkins. 
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Battersea  Fiscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Win- 
fltaDlsy-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Will  members 
kindly  turn  up  in  foics  next  week  to  clear  the  books,  as  it 
is  quarterly  night,  also  to  elect  officers  P  Donors  of 
pjizes  will  oblige  by  sending  in  their  prizes  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  secretary  can  get  out  prize  list.  We  had 
much  pleasure  in  nominating  Mr.  Hart  a  member  of  the 
above. — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angflingf  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.B.— On  April  18  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  will  give  a  lantern  lecture  at  this  society,  entitled 
"  A  Fishing  Trip  on  the  S.B.R.,"  followed  by  a  smokiug 
concert,  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Clarke  (host  of  the  Peckham  Brothers)  has  kindly 
consanted  to  occupy  the  chair.  The  company  of  brother 
anglers  and  friends  on  this  occasion  will  be  esteemed  a 
favour. — Alf.  Conn. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — A  large  number 
oi  our  members  were  out  on  March  26,  but  were  un- 
successful, Mr.  J.  Young  only  weighing-in.  thus  securing 
Mr.  J.  Taylor's  priz3.  On  April  5  Mr.  P.  W.  Ims  was 
elected  a  working  member.  April  12  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend. — T, 
Paternoster. 

Bostouiau  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street.  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  March  22 
Messrs.  Ward  and  Jones,  members  of  the  scciety,  gave 
an  entertainment,  entitled  "  Facts  and  Fancies,"  illus- 
trated by  the  lantern,  which  was  in  every  way  a  success. 
The  room  was  crowded,  and  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
wa?  passed  to  the  entertainers  ;  £4  lOs.  was  collected  in 
the  room  towards  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  On 
March  29  our  A.B.S.  box  was  opened,  and  found  to  con- 
tain £1  6s.,  making  a  total  of  £5  15s.,  which  has  been 
forwarded  on.  Shall  be  pleased  if  members  will  attend 
next  meeting  night,  April  12. — J.  H. 

Central  Association  of  Iioudou  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C., 
on  Monday  evening  next,  10th  inst.,  at  8.30. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — At  a  special  general 
meeting  last  Tuesday,  our  annual  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  season  took  place,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  each  member  who  acted  last  year  was  again  returned. 
We  are  now  going  very  strong,  and  arrangements  are  being 
completed  for  our  annual  supper  and  concert.  Shall  be 
gild  if  prize  donors  will  kindly  forward  prizes,  so  as  to 
complete  the  list. — S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Ust. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Dibden  A.S.,  held  at  the  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  on  Monday  next,  April  10.  A  good 
entertainment  and  a  welcome  for  any  brother  angler  who 
will  give  them  a  look-in.  The  quarterly  delegate  meeting 
will  be  on  Thursday  next,  April  1.3,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  proposed  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  prize 
f  and,  also  to  fix  time  and  pl^ce  for  the  next  comp3tition ; 
to  meet  at  the  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green,  at 
9.15  p.m. — P.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
April  4  we  had  a  very  successful  meeting,  when  all  officers 
for  the  next  year  were  elected.  A  Preservation  Fund  was 
started,  and  we  have  £1  7s.  already  in  hand,  which  will  be 
divided  amongst  the  Upper  Thames  associations  at  the 
end  of  the  next  season,  as  the  West-end  waters  never  get 
any  re-stocking  done  to  them  from  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tions' Re-stocking  Fund.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  Mr.  A. 
Tucker,  one  of  our  oldest  members,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  has  passed 
away  after  a  long  illness.  Will  Ben  state  who  Baxter 
beat  for  the  championship,  or  when  be  won  it  ? — T. 

TWYMAN. 

Colling«70od  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.B.  —  Since  my  last 
report  we  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  from  the  Lea  by  Mr. 
Boyd.  Our  leading  prize  winners  of  the  past  season  are 
Messrs.  Downs,  W.  Beames,  Ball,  Jarrett,  Ford,  F. 
Beames,  Turner,  and  others.  Oar  sea  outing  takes  place 
at  Southend  on  April  9.  Leave  Fenchurch-street  station 
at  nine  o'clock  ;  return  by  the  seven  o'clock  train  from 
Southend.  Our  new  bye-rule  comes  in  force  in  this  out- 
ing, in  which  dabs  cannot  be  weighed-in  under  six  inches. 
Will  club  secretaries  please  note,  to  avoid  clashing,  that 
our  third  annual  supper  and  prize  distribution  takes  plice 
on  Tuesday,  May  2  ?— W.  11.  Stafford. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Fratt- 
street,  N.W. — Wednesday's  meeting  very  quiet.  General 
meeting  called  for  Wednesday  next  to  settle  prizes  and 
date  of  annual  dinner.  Our  A.B.S.  return  visit  takes 
place  on  Monday  next,  April  10. — Johnny  Edwards. 

Drayton  Park  Fiscatorials.  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N.  —  Several  tried,  but  no 
specimen  trout  yet.  Dinner  postponed,  otherwise  all 
satisfactory. — Grko. 

Elgin  Angling  Societf,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim, 
c  escerit,  Notting-hill,  W. — Our  fish  list  for  the  past  season 
was  duly  audited  by  Messrs.  Huggett  and  Carroll,  and 
found  correct,  with  the  following  result :  Mr.  Barnfather, 
gross  weight  ;  Mr.  Beazley,  two  specimjns,  pike  and 
roach.  Messrs.  Cushing,  Wilson,  Ryell,  and  King  are 
among  those  who  take  private  prizes.  There  are  a  number 
of  prizes  not  taken  ;  they  will  go  on  to  the  next  outing, — 
G.  Kino. 

Orange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
(Jrango-roa'l,  S.K. — On  Tuesday  evening  Messrs.  W.  J. 
Wade  and  F.  Lee  kindly  gave  a  lantern  lecture  on  fishing 
iti  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  ifec,  several  of  the  views  having  been 
lent  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company.  At  the 
close  of  the  lecture  a  collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  which,  with  the 
sum  in  the  collecting  box,  amounted  to  £1  3s,  Od.   A  very 


hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Messrs.  Wade  and 
Lee  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  had  entertained  the 
company;  also  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Chalkley  for  presiding. — 
W.  K. 

Hatcham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — The  annual  tupper 
and  concert  of  the  above  society  will  take  place  on  Thurs- 
day, April  13,  at  8.30.— W.  Tarby. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollinston-road,  N. — Several  trout  have  been  taken  from 
the  club  water  already,  largest  21b.  2oz.  by  Mr.  G.  West. 
Members  are  reminded  of  the  special  meeting  next 
Wednesday,  when  some  important  business  will  be  brought 
forward. — E.  W. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. — A  well-attended  meeting 
was  held  on  April  5,  at  which  some  important  business  was 
disposed  of.  Arrangements  were  made  for  our  annual 
dinner,  to  take  place  on  Mav  9,  when  the  prizes  won 
during  the  past  season  will  be  distiibuted. — A.  Clayton. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.— On  Tuesday  evening 
next,  April  11,  a  grand  Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  funds  will  take  place  at  the  above.  Mr.  G.  B. 
Shipton,  of  the  Sturt  Arms,  New  North-road,  has  kindly 
consented  to  take  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  E.  Brockett 
(secretary  Original  Alexandra)  in  the  vice.  The  best 
available  talent  has  promised  to  attend,  bo  an  enjoyable 
evening  can  be  assured  to  those  who  would  favour  us  with 
their  company.    Ladies  cordially  invited. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  Hcckford  in  the  chair,  when  it  was  decided  to  call  a 
special  general  meeting  for  Tuesday  next  (11th)  for  the 
auditor's  report  and  to  settle  about  our  annual  outing.  I 
hope  all  members  will  endeavour  to  attend  on  that  night 
at  nine  o'clock,  as  the  time  is  short. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaab  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kiogsland-road. — There  is  some 
special  interesting  business  to  be  placed  before  the  meet- 
ing on  Wednesday  evening  next,  12th  inst.,  so  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  the  members  will  muster  well  on  this 
occasion. — H.  B. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— The  members,  for  the  first  time  for  many 
ytars,  have  not  had  a  club  outing  this  Easter,  as  the  crush 
and  inconvenienca  of  getting  home  in  the  past,  with  their 
impedimenta  of  rods,  baskets,  and  fish,  has  been  very 
great,  and  competitions  on  Bank  Holidays  have  been 
abandoned  in  consequence.  Then,  too,  on  accessible 
waters  rods  have  been  so  abundant  that  an  angler  conld 
never  Imow  whether  the  water  had  been  gone  through  that 
morning  or  not.  Reports  of  what  has  been  done  during 
the  holidays  vary  a  great  deal,  and  one  can  hardly  tell 
whether  sport  has  been  better  on  the  whole  this  year  than 
in  1898.  Some  decent  trout  have  been  had  from  Pen-y- 
Cae  and  Ruabon,  but  matters  have  been  somewhat  tame. 
A  few  have  been  had  from  the  Dee,  Corwen  way,  and 
from  the  Vyrnwy,  Cain,  and  Tanat,  Llanymynech.  Of 
course,  Easter  is  very  early  this  year.  Since  sending  my 
report  this  (Wednesday)  morning,  I  learn  that  Mr.  Jeffreys 
has  done  well  with  the  trout  at  Llanymynech  ;  also  that 
Mr.  Rotherham  caught  five  pike  (largest  6Jlb.)  within  an 
hour,  near  the  aqueUuct,  and  lost  throe  others ;  and  Mrs. 
Macnab  (wife  of  oar  chairman,  Capt.  Macnab,  R.N.) 
landed  a  nice  pike  of  7ilb.  on  a  small  trout  rod— a  fine 
feat  for  the  lady  to  accomplish.  Taken  altogether  the 
sport  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat  was  very  tatisfactory. — 
Rd.  Woolfall. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.  —  The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
Eastern  District  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Tuesday, 
April  18,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  the  clubs 
on  the  list.  P.C.  will  be  sent  round  in  due  course. 
Another  gentleman  was  proposed  for  membership  by  Mr. 
T.  Harris,  who  will  be  elected  next  meeting — H. 
Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
On  Tuesday  next,  Apiil  11,  there  T\ill  be  no  meeting  at  the 
clubhouse.  We  meet  on  that  evening  at  the  Hoxton 
Brothers'  Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Fund.  April  18  will  be  our  annual  general 
meeting,  and  as  business  of  great  importance  will  be 
brought  forward,  I  trust  that  every  member  will  be  ia 
attendance.  April  25  will  be  our  discribntion  night. 
Members  and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes  please 
note  the  date. — E.  Beockett. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  the  4th  lost,  the  annual 
general  meeting  was  held,  when  the  balance-sheet  was 
read,  and  found  to  be  very  satisfactory,  showing  the 
scciety  to  be  in  a  sound  financial  condition.  Officers  were 
then  elected  for  the  year.  C.  Shepherd,  treasurer;  C. 
Brett,  clerk  of  the  scales;  and  Geo.  Keene,  secretary. 
Officers  for  the  first  quarter  were  :  A.  Peverall,  elected 
(unanirrjously)  chairman;  W.  Payne,  sub-secretary;  and 
Geo.  Keene  and  C.  Brett,  delegates.  Several  other 
matters  were  discussed,  which  will  now  become  rules  for 
the  season  18!)9  and  1900.  One  new  working  member  was 
made. — Gko.  Kkkne. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — Last  meeting  night  we  were  fairly  at- 
tended, and  got  through  a  deal  of  business.  It  has  been 
decided  to  take  our  visit  on  the  Central  Association  on 
April  20,  when  we  hope  to  receive  a  bumper,  not  having 
missed  one  visit  on  the  list.  Members  please  note  that  a 
general  meeting  is  arranged  for  April  12,  and  I  hope  to  see 
a  crowded  attendance  on  that  occaBion,  so  as  to  arrange 
about  our  annual  supper. — G.  Giuhons. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington. — Our  visit  on  the  South  London  List 
was  a  very  poor  one,  only  twelve  clubs  responding  to  the 


call ;  no  officers  were  in  attendance.  Many  thanks  to  Mr. 
Wade,  who  turned  up  in  time  to  call  the  roll  and  open 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  box,  which  contained  the  sum  of 
30s.  6d.,  which  was  duly  handed  over.  Wednesday, 
April  12,  all  members  must  show  up,  and  be  clear  on  that 
night.  Mr.  J.  Leighton  has  been  elected  as  the  club's  new 
secretary  for  the  coming  season.— H.  Allan. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — Last  Tuesday, 
being  quarterly  night,  it  was  decided  to  hold  our  annual 
smoking  cDncert  on  April  12,  when  Bro.  B.  Burden  will 
be  in  the  chair,  and  Bro.  Arrigoui  the  vice-chair;  pianist, 
Mr.  Bert  Wood,  when  I  should  like  to  see  all  brothers  and 
friends.  Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  is 
arranged  to  take  place  on  May  9.  Particulars  next  report. 
— W.  Aldis. 

Stookwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stockwell-road,  S.W. — Thursday  next  be.ng  quarterly 
night  members  are  requested  to  be  present,  as  important 
business  will  be  transacted.  The  first  payment  under  the 
new  rules  will  be  duo. — Tiios.  Lucas. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  March  28,  at  our  annual 
general  meeting,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
next  year :  Mr.  Harwood,  chairman  ;  Mr.  Holt,  vice- 
chairman ;  Mr.  Look,  secretary ;  Mr.  Sherman,  asaistint- 
secretary ;  Messrs.  Harwood  and  Stevens,  delegates ; 
Messrs.  Parker  and  Holt,  auditors.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  our  next  meeting  night,  which 
is  a  special  meeting,  to  receive  report  from  committee 
meeticg,  April  5,  with  regard  to  rules  and  other  recom- 
mendations.— G.  E.  Loc  k. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society.  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  4th,  Mr. 
H.  Walton  in  the  chair.  Some  very  important  business 
was  got  through.  I  must  again  remind  members  to  settle 
up  at  their  earliest  convenience.  We  take  a  visit  on  the 
S.L.U.V.L.  on  April  25,  when  I  hope  we  shall  have  a 
good  muster. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W.— On  March  29  a  com- 
mittee was  formed  to  negotiate  all  business  concerning 
the  annual  dinner.  I  regret  to  report  that  a  letter  was 
received  from  Mr.  A.  Allder  on  the  29th  ult.,  resigning 
his  position  as  treasurer,  which  was  accepted.  At  our 
meeting  on  the  5th  inst.,  this  being  quarterly  night,  the 
new  officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected,  viz  , 
chairman,  Mr.  Dungate ;  secretary  pro  tern.,  Mr.  Glass; 
treasurer,  Mr.  Price ;  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  Carter.— 
W.  H.  Batch. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — The  A.B.S.  box  of 
this  society  was  opened  on  April  5  by  the  visiting  officer, 
Mr.  T.  R.  C.  La  Monde,  and  contained  the  sum  of  £6  143. 

Walworth  Waltoniaus  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B. — A 
general  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday  next,  April  12, 
to  arrange  about  the  annual  dinner.  I  hope  every  member 
will  try  and  be  present.  I  shall  also  be  pleased  to  receive 
the  prizes  from  those  donors  who  have  not  yet  sent  in. — 
W.  Wray. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — Our  annual  supper  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  10,  at 
8  p.m.  sharp  ;  also  donors  of  prizes  will  oblige  by  forward- 
ing them  on  to  me  at  their  earliest  convenience  before  that 
dale.— W.  E.  Beaumont. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Central  Association  of 
London  Anglers  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next, 
April  10,  at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent- 
garden,  at  8.30. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers 
wiU  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Thursday,  the  13th 
inst.,  at  7  o'clock  punctually.  Tickets  for  the  dinner  will 
be  5s.,  as  usual,  application  for  which  should  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible.  'The  presentation  of  prizes  will  take 
place  after  the  dinner.  If  prize  winners  would  kinJly 
purchase  prizes  to  the  amount  won,  and  send  them  to  the 
clubhouse,  not  later  than  Wednesday  evening,  April  12,  a 
cheque  for  the  amount  will  be  handed  to  them. 


The  Crystal  Pala«e  Company  have  decided  to 
institute  experiments  in  fish  culture,  the  ultimate  object 
being  the  founding  of  an  English  School  of  Pisciculture. 
A  capital  start  has  been  made,  and  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrub- 
sole,  the  curator,  has  succeeded  in  hatching  tome  50,000 
trout  eggs.  The  alevins  are  a  fine  healthy-looking  lot. 
The  large  aquariums  are  being  overhauled  and  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  repaired,  preparatory  to  stocking  them  with 
various  species  of  Salmonidse.  The  extensive  lakes, 
resjrvoirs,  fountain  basins,  &c.,  in  the  grounds,  will  also 
be  utilised  in  connection  with  the  scheme. 

 >^^^  

Mr.  John  Bickerdyke's  new  romance  of  the  sea, 
"  The  Passing  of  Prince  Rozan,"  the  publication  of  which 
has  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  American  edition, 
will  he  issued  by  Mr.  Thomas  Burleigh,  on  the  loth  of 
this  month. 


Fetter-lane  Independent  Chapel  is  to  be  pulled 
down.  It  is  a  case  of  the  Pulpit  giving  way  to  the  Press, 
the  CJiristian  Commonwealtli  remarks,  for  the  demolition 
will  make  way  for  improvements  iu  connection  with  a 
printing  firm.   The  history  of  thi  old  dissenting  place  of 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


Established 


H.  WHITTY, 


]^     15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool. 


Telegrams, 
"  Fishing', 
Liverpool." 


Split  Cane,  Whole  Cane  (speciality),  Greenheart, 
Hickory  Rods  built  on  the  premises  by  expe- 
rienced workmen. 


Will  Customers  wishing  to  have  their  Rods, 
Reels,  or  other  Tackle  repaired,  kindly  send  them 
this  month  so  as  to  avoid  delay. 

Reels,  Lines,  Nets,  Flies,  Bags,  Wading  Trousers, 
Brogues,  Coats. 


J.  W.  MARTIN.  "The  Trent  Otter" 

(LATE   OF  NEWARK-ON-TRENT), 

Invites  all  friends,  customers,  and  Tisitors  to  inspect  the  splendid  collection  of 

Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  and  General  Tackle, 

that  he  is  this  year  showing  at 

TECE:    FXSZXElf«.Z£3S  EXHrSITXOIXr, 

ROYAL   AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER, 

Or  he  will  send  post  free  to  any  address  a  copy  of  his  special  EXHIBITION  CATALOGUE,  which 
every  angler  shonld  procure.   This  list  contains  particulars  of  some  rare  bargains  in  General  Fishing 
Goods,  at  from  30  to  50  per  cent,  cheaper  than  can  be  procured  in  a  general  way.    Send  for  a  copy 
at  once.   Mr.  Martin  is  in  personal  attendance. 


BE  NET  FINK 


& 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Reciuisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


ONLJ 

ADDRESS: 


J.  W.  lYIARTIN  &  CO., 

8,  SEYMOUR  STREET,  EUSTON  SQUARE,  LONDON,  N.W, 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 

FLI 


Mrs.  Cox's  Style  and  Pat- 
terns, Is.  6d.  to  2s. 
dozen,  post  free.  Buffer 
Knot  Oasts,  Is.  6d.  each. 


Devon  and  Yorkshire  Hackles   Is.  6d.  dozen. 

New  Pattern  Beetles    2s.  Od.  dozen. 

Hercules  Casts   Is.  3d.  each. 


doz. 

Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  saUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  ctoz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOUTING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  HoUanfl." 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS, 

3Yds.,  7d.,  9d.,  and  1  - ;  with  Drawn  Points,  1  -  each,  10  -  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK, 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  "Winch  Fitted  -  -  from  2  5 
HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING       -      -       „  12  6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish  7  - 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  ,,5  6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  ...      -      „    9  6 
Large  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  10ft., 

and  lOift.   21  ■ 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  -      -  21  - 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21  - 

Best  HICKORY  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  .      -  21  - 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


MAPLE  &  C 


The  "  RUSSELL"  SHUTTER-FRONT  WRITING  TIIBLE 


CHE APSIDE,  LON  DON,  E.C^ 


The  "  RUSSELL "  WE-ITINO  TABLE  in  Oak,  with  panelled 
sides  and  back,  and  having  nnmerons  fitted  drawers,  pigeon-holes, 
slides,  &c.,  the  whole  automatically  closing  with  one  operation, 
4ft.  2in  .£6    6  0 

Eevolvino  Chair  to  match   1    2  6 

"  The  '  Bassell '  Table  is  jnat  the  thing  for  a  busy  and  oft-interrupted 
man." — D.Q.S. 

The  Largest  Selection  of  Furniture 

For  Libraries,  Offices,  Board  and  Committee  Rooms,  Banks, 
and  Consulting  Rooms  in  the  World. 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD  LONDON  &  PARIS 


HOWIETOUN  FISHIUT, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

SEND    FOR    PRIOE  LIST 

OF 

OVA,  FRY,  EARLIHG,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEYENENSIS,  IRIDEDS,  &c. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 


WILLIAMS'S 

Ten  Awards 
,     for  Merit. 

All  Rods  and  Tackle  Made  and  Repaired  on  the  Premises. 


F.  T.  WILLIAMS  &  CO.,  10,  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.C. 

Established  1828.  Catalogues  sent  Gratis. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 


BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  SUPPLY. 


The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Roach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Eudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &c.,  &c.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOB   FISHERY,  CAISTOB,  LINCOLNSHIBE. 

N.B,— Special  Lines  in  Rainbows,  Carp,  Fish  Food,  Ommd-bait,and  Perfection  Carriers. 
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worabip  is  full  of  exciting  interest.  In  ]  666,  the  meeeting- 
honse  then  in  existence  was  taken  forcible  possession  of 
by  the  Episcopal  party  at  the  time  of  the  great  fire  of 
London.  In  1710,  ths  populace  broke  into  and  destroyed 
the  building,  and  in  1".'52  the  present  building  was  erected. 
The  first  public  proclamation  of  the  accession  of  George  I. 
was  made  from  the  pulpit  of  Fetter-lane  Chapel,  by  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Bradbury,  one  of  the  foremost  ministers  of 
the  day. 

It  was  not  often  that  poor  old  Dr.  Brunton  came  off 
sacond  best  in  a  chaffing  match,  but  on  one  occasion  my 
friend  Norman,  the  hon.  librarian  of  the  Greaham,  scored 
off  him  in  a  manner  which  is  worth  relating.  One  evening, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Gresham,  the  doctor,  with  one  of  those 
quiet  smiles  which  heralded  the  advent  of  a  good  thing, 
announcad   to  a  small  but  select  circle  of  his  fellow 

Greshamites  that  after  their  list  meeting  his  friend  

(who  also  belonged  to  the  Gresham)  had  accompanied  him 
home,  and  had  stayed  discussing  salmon  flies  and  whiskey 
until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  "When  I  went  to 
bed,"  continued  the  doctor,  "  my  wife  said,  '  John,  yo  i've 

had  a  visitor.'    '  Yes,  my  dear,  it  was  Mr.  ,'     '  Oh, 

was  it,  and  could  you  get  a  word  in  edgeways  ?  '  "  This 
was  Norman's  opportunity.  "What  were  you  doing,  did 
you  fay,  doctor — discussing  salmon  flies  and  whiskey." 
"Yes,"  replied  the  doctor.  "Ah,"  observed  Norman, 
"  if  that  was  the  case,  you  can  tell  Mrs.  Brunton  that  she 

may  make  an  afiidavit  that  would  not  have  an  earthly 

chance  of  getting  a  word  in." 


In  the  matter  of  entertainment,  Eastertide  visitors  to 
Southend  were  well  catered  for.  Rene  Bull's  lecture  on 
the  Soudan  War,  illustrated  by  the  optical  lantern,  on 
Thursday ;  on  Good  Friday,  "  The  Messiah  ;  "  on 
Sunday,  two  high-class  sacred  concerts  in  the  Pier 
Pavilion.  Mr.  Marlow's  contribution  to  the  gaiety  of  the 
town,  and  a  thoroughly  good  contribution,  too,  was  "  The 
Skirt  Dancer,"  at  the  Empire  Theatre,  The  piece  is  one 
of  thpse  laughter  provoking  musical  comedies  which,  while 
they  drive  dull  care  away,  that  is  if  you  have  any,  at  the 
same  time  delight  the  eir  with  sweet  music — in  this  case, 
music  written  by  Mr.  Trotcre,  the  composer  of  "  In  Old 
Madrid,"  and  many  other  charming  melodies.  The 
dancing  was  exceptionally  good,  and  once  more  Mr, 
Marlow  has  another  success  to  his  credit.  Next  week  the 
play  will  ba  "  The  Three  Musketeers." 

"From  early  morn  to  dewy  eve,"  Mr.  Stevena'  town 
band  was  delighting  visitors  on  the  front.  It  is  strongly 
leavened  by  old  guardsmen — Grenadiers,  Scots,  and  Cold- 
streamers,  and,  with  the  new  addition  of  strings,  is  one  of 
the  best  seaside  bands  to  be  found.  Mr.  Stevens  and  his 
merry  men  thoroughly  deserve  all  the  success  they  have 
achieved,  but,  like  many  others,  I  found  myself  asking  the 
question,  "  Why  does  not  the  corporation  subsidise  such 
a  splendid  attraction  to  the  town  as  this  band  undoubtedly 
is  ?  "  It  is  left  to  the  residents  to  support  by  subscription, 
the  only  other  source  of  income  being  what  the  Brigadier, 
or  whatever  the  gold  lace  covered  geLtleman's  rank  may 
be,  can  collect  in  his  box.  To  put  such  a  band  on  the 
same  footing  as  an  itinerant  nigger  troupe  is  unworthy  of 
the  town,  and  unfair  to  the  residents  who  subscribe  to  the 
band's  funds.    Many  do  not  who  ought  to,  by  the  bye. 


Then,  again,  an  agitation  is  afoot  to  abolish  the 
imposition  of  a  twopenny  entrance  fee  to  the  pier  after  six 
o'clock.  During  the  day,  when  trippers  throng  the  town, 
the  admission  is  only  a  penny,  but  as  soon  as  the  trippers 
leave,  and  the  residents  returning  from  town  want  "  a 
breather  "  on  their  own  property  (the  pier  belongs  to  the 
town),  the  price  is  raised  to  twopence.  Why  is  this  ?  If 
the  corporation  think  a  "  penny  wise  and  twopenny 
foolish  "  policy  is  likely  to  succeed,  I  venture  to  differ,  and 
wish  all  success  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Burford  Delannoy,  of 
the  Houtiicnd  Echo,  is  making  to  have  such  a  wrong 
righted.  Stick  to  it  "  Burfie  '  "  You  will  be  sure  to 
receive  the  cordial  co-operation  of  your  fellow  townsmen, 
and  you  may  rely  on  the  sympathy  of  anglers  in  the 
struggle. 

 >»♦■»<  

The  terrible  wreck  of  the  Stella,  with  its  accompanying 
loss  of  precious  human  lives,  is  one  of  thoae  tragedies  for 
which  we  are  becoming  accustomed  to  look  at  holiday 
times.  This  is  not  the  place,  nor  am  I  the  man,  to  discuss 
who  is  to  blame  for  the  awful  calamity ;  but  above  all  the 
gloom  it  has  caused,  one  thing  shines  out  bright  and  clear 
— the  splendid  heroism  of  captain,  officers,  crew,  and,  it 
must  be  added,  passengers.  To  read  of  the  captain's 
coolness  ;  of  the  mate  saying  good-bye  to  his  wife,  to  go 
to  certain  death  in  fulfilment  of  his  duty ;  of  stewards 
handing  round  life-belts  "  as  calmly  as  if  they  were  sand- 
wicbej;"  of  gentlemen  taking  off  their  life-belts,  their 
only  chance  of  safety,  to  hand  to  ladies ;  and,  above 
all,  of  the  patient  bravery  with  which  these  delicitely- 
nurtured  ladies  bore  the  horrors  of  that  dreadful  night, 
or  met  their  deaths,  makes  us  feel  proud  of 
our  race.  What  an  object-lesson  to  those  pessimietic 
croakers  who  say  that  old  England  and  her  children  are 
deteriorating,  that  the  age  of  chivalry  is  past,  and  such 
like  rubbish.  Surely  they  are  worthy  successors  to  the 
brave  men  who  went  down  in  the  Itirkenhciul  with  drums 
beating,  colours  flying,  and  cheers  for  their  (^ueen  on 
their  lips,  or  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  of  the  Indian 
Mutiny,  and  the  thousand  and  one  other  heart-stirring 
incidents  of  our  national  history.  We  may,  and  we  all  do, 
mourn  their  deaths,  but  at  the  same  time  glory  in  the  way 
in  which  they  have  shown  the  world  how  Englishmen  and 
Englishwomen  can  meet  danger  and  death.  To  speak  in 
terms  of  commendation  of  such  conduct  seems  almost  an 
impertinence,  but  the  bereaved  relatives  may  know  that 
the  whole  nation  shares  their  loss,  and  weeps  with  them. 


The  Editor,  see  "Correspondence"  (not  alone  in  his 
impressions),  has  never  heard  of  a  man  "  taking  his  float." 
Why,  I  remember  a  very  good  singer  at  an  angling  concert 
fing,  "  I'm  a  float,  I'm  a  float."  There  you  are.  He  vas 
a  float,  therefore  had  no  occasion  to  swallow  another. 


"  The  killing  of  that  otter  the  other  day  on  the  Thames, 
and  close  to  London,"  says  the  Evening  Ncu:s,  "  was  a 
monstrous  act  and  a  monstrous  error.  The  otter  lives  on 
other  food  basides  fish,  and  the  destruction  of  an  animal 
now  so  rarely  seen  on  the  Lower  Thames  is  little  short  of 
a  scandal.  That  famous  old  fportsman,  the  Rev,  '  Jack  ' 
Russell,  of  Devonshire,  has  left  it  on  record  that  he  once 
travelled  3000  miles  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  an 
otter," 


Lovers  of  salmon  have  to  thank  the  recent  frosts  and 
heavy  snowstorms  for  its  present  high  price,  which  has 
lisen  from  2s,  to  4s.  Cd.  a  pound.  Lxrge  supplies  are 
usually  being  received  at  this  time  from  the  Tweed,  the 
Spey,  and  most  of  the  Scotch  rivers,  but  the  salmon  have 
recently  been  prevented  by  the  weather  from  entering 
them,  and  hence  the  supply  is  cut  off.  A  fishmonger  in 
a  large  way  of  business  in  Jermyn-street  has  informed 
a  Daily  Mail  representative  that  fishmongers  were 
obliged  to  fall  back  on  the  Irish  salmon,  though  it  was 
hoped  the  mild  weather  would  soon  restore  the  balance.  A 
Bow-street  trader  also  complained  of  the  short  supply, 
and  combated  the  idea  that  the  high  price  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  extra  demand  for  fish  in  Holy  Week. 
"  As  soon  as  the  enow  melts  and  the  rivers  are  in  '  spate  ' 
fish  will,"  he  said,  "leave  the  sea  and  enter  the  rivers, 
and  then  is  the  time  that  the  net  and  rod  fishers  obtain 
their  sport.  I  am  confident,"  he  added,  "  that  the  price 
of  salmon  will  fall  very  shortly."    [Sooner  the  better  !] 


OUR  F,  Q.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  .38  (New  Series). 


Me.  PEREGRINE  BALL, 

St.  Helen's,  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of  Architects,  is  one  of 
those  grand  old  anglers  of  whom  Lancashire  is  proud  of 
having  them  resident  in  the  county.  Born  near  Spilsby, 
Lincolnshire,  he,  like  many  others,  has  been  "  ever  an 
angler,"  and  to-day  the  fever  is  strongupon  him.  Always 
a  busy  and  hardworking  man,  he,  nevertheless,  has  found 
time  to  serve  his  Queen  and  country,  having  first  joined  in 
defence,  not  defiance,  in  1862,  when  he  was  recruited  for 
the  7th  Lincolnshire,  then  followed  service  in  the  21st  North 
York,  15th  Durham,  40th  Lancashire,  and  47th  Lancashire, 
in  which  he  still  serves,  but  must  shortly  retire  at  age 
limit.  But  it  is  as  an  angler  that  he  is  most  respected,  for 
never  was  his  time,  influence,  or  purse  spared  if  asked  for. 
As  a  chairman,  the  St.  Helen's  men  will  always  remember 
him  as  punctual,  with  a  good  grasp  of  the  business,  con- 
cise in  summing  up,  and  decisive  when  re:iuired  in  a  ruling, 
in  fact,  a  Bayard  sans  peur  sans  reproche.  To-day  the 
finances  of  the  local  association  speak  of  his  abilities.  An 
adverse  balance  has  been  converted  into  a  substantial 
balance  in  hand,  despite  a  liberal  stocking  programme  and 
no  stint  in  other  departments.  Only  a  few  days  ago,  on 
his  birthday  by  the  bye,  his  club  suitably  acknowledged 
his  many  good  qualities,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  his 
numerous  friends  that  he  may  long  be  spared  to  do  good 
for  the  sport  we  all  love. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  yachting  season  a  new 
publication  is  announced,  to  be  known  as  "  The  Skipper." 
The  sub-title,  "A  Weekly  Log  of  Nautical  Matters," 
suflSciently  indicates  the  scope  of  the  periodical,  which 
will  deal  with  the  sport  of  yachting,  and  naval  matters 
generally.  The  paper  will  be  fully  illustrated,  and  sold  at 
the  price  of  (id.  Mr.  Julius  Gabe,  who  for  some  years 
has  been  before  the  public  as  a  yachting  j  ournalist,  will 
occupy  the  editorial  chair,  and  the  business  management 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  Lucius  A.  Kingston  (late 
33rd  Duke  of  Wellington's  Regiment) 

The  great  holiday  programme  has  met  with  immenae 
success  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  during  this  week,  and  is  to 
be  continued  in  its  entirety  during  next  week.    There  are 


no  less  than  ninety-one  distinct  "  turns  "  in  the  entertain- 
ments, which  run  without  cessation  throughout  the  day 
and  night,  from  10  a.m.  until  11.45  p.m.  It  is  a  wonder- 
ful show  for  variety,  quantity,  and  quality.  Have  yon 
seen  the  petrified  man  from  Patagonia  ? 

 >  *  «  ♦  <  

A  NEW  and  cheaper  edition  of  Mr.  Frederick  M. 
Halford's  well-known  book,  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing  in  Theory 
and  Practice,"  will  be  issued  early  in  April,  by  Messrs. 
Vinton  and  Co.,  Ltd.  The  entire  work  has  been 
thoroughly  revised  by  the  author,  all  modern  improve- 
ments in  rods  and  tackle  have  been  treated,  and  the  whole 
has  been  brought  up  to  date  in  every  detail.  The  plate 
illustrations  include  a  number  showiag  the  various  styles 
of  "  Casting,"  an  illustrative  plan  "  Where  to  Cast,"  and 
some  beautiful  steel  engraved  plates,  coloured  by  hand,  of 
the  Life  History  of  the  May  Fly  from  egg  to  perfect 
insect,  and  of  the  nympbse  of  the  smaller  Ephemeridae, 
Ciddis  and  Shrimp.  The  edition  is  described  as  "In 
Memoriam  George  Selwyn  Marryat,"  the  original  work 
having  been  dedicated  to  that  gentleman. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

Fishing  on  the  Tamar  (Devon),  a  gentleman  caught  a 
trout,  about  Jib.  in  weight,  which,  whilst  being  taken  off 
the  hook,  disgorged  another  fish,  quite  4in,  long. 

 >»»■»<  

Me.  F.  Kobelt,  of  the  Blackfriara  A.S.,  has  lost  both 
father  and  mother  within  the  week.  I  am  sure  that  Dick 
(a  younger  son),  in  New  Zealand — and  a  good  all-round 
sportsman — will  be  grieved  when  he  hears  of  the  ead 
bereavement. 

The  Gresham  water  at  Chesham  is  in  capital  order. 
On  the  opening  day  fourteen  trout  were  taken.  All  under 
12in.  are  returned,  Mr.  Eldred,  on  April  6,  had  very 
decent  sport,  capturing  three,  but  retaining  only  one  of 
13in.  March  Brown  was  the  fly.  The  "  Outing  "  dinner 
on  Saturday,  to  Chesham,  will  be  a  pleasant  affair. 


"  Ben  "  writes  to  say  that  he  has  had  a  bit  of  sea 
fishing  at  Newhaven,  and  complains  of  the  scarcity  of  lug 
worms.  If  Ben  is  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.  he  should 
have  called  on  our  agent,  H.  A.  Coates,  Shefliield  Arms 
Hotel.  However,  he  captured  a  few  "flat  'uns,"  and  a 
nice  pollack.  Messrs.  Burkitt,  Neal,  and  others  had  a  few 
fish,  but  as  Ben  says  :  "  They  was  off  very  much." 


Me.  a.  G.  Smith,  secretary  of  the  South  Bermondsey 
Club  Piscitorials,  has,  after  five  years'  faithful  service, 
resigned.  He  will  be  greatly  missed ;  for  wherever  and 
whenever  there  waa  work  to  be  done  in  the  cause  of 
charity,  or  for  our  sport,  he  was  sure  to  be  found.  He  is 
succeeded  by  Mr,  J.  H.  Davis  (another  good  man),  to 
whom  all  communications  should  be  addressed  at  63 
Credon-road,  R'.therhithe  New-road,  S.E. 


The  first  annual  dinner  of  tackle  manufacturers,  held  on 
Thursday  night  last  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  was  a 
great  success,  and  reflected  great  credit  on  Mr.  Frank 
Clay,  and  others  who  assisted  him  in  the  work  connected 
with  such  a  function,  A  full  account  appears  on  page  241 
The  "  trade  "  was  well  represented.  By  the  bye,  I  think 
I  was  present  at  the  dinner  which  was  given  to  the  Tackle 
Manufacturers  about  four  years  ago  at  the  Victoria 
Mansions  Restaurant.  That  must  have  been  one  before 
the  first.  On  that  occasion  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  presided. 
An  effort  will  be  made  to  invite  ladies  to  the  next  dinner. 
Why  not  ? 

)  »  M  ( 

This  is  a  tip  for  those  who  object  to  have  their  names 
put  on  the  toast  list  to  "  reply  "  or  to  "  propose."    If  you 
are  hard  up  for  words,  say  you  were  told  to  "  stand  up 
speak  up ;  and  shut  up !  " 


The  eighth  annual  fisheries  exhibition  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  came  to  a  close  on  Thursday  (April  6).  I 
called  Mr.  Ritchie's  attention  to  a  board  at  Carter's  stall 
on_  which  was  inscribed  "Carter's  steel  rods."  Mr 
Wilkinson  was  deputed  to  warn  aU  other  exhibitors  of  this 
firm's  kleptomanic  penchant.  Mr.  Malcom  (of  King 
Malcom),  the  well-known  waterproofers,  do  not  swear  by 
steel,  but  their  leather  coats,  light,  soft,  and  waterproof 
are  worth  a  visit  to  Leicester-square.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy 
in  describing  his  new  reel,  said  "you  press  the  trigger 
the  line  runs  free ;  your  lead  goes  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  sea.  See  ?  oni."  Mr.  David  Slater  (who  unfortu 
nately  is  very  indisposed)  is  making  me  a  special  "  Duke 
of  York "  reel,  and  has  invited  me  to  come  down  to 
Newark  and  help  myself  to  some  of  the  big  roach  and 
trout,  which  he  will  pilot  me  to.  I  am  going  to  Newark 
soon  as  pos.  Some  splendid  gut  was  on  view  at  the 
Aquarium  by  many  of  the  exhibitors — some  of  it  so  fine 
that  you  could  "  read  between  the  lines." 


"  Dcf  ye  no  ken,"  said  the  minister  on  his  way  to  tiie 
kirk  on  Sunday,  to  the  naughty  little  boy,  "  It's  inost 
awfu'  wrang  to  fush  on  the  Sawbath  ? "    "  It  disn 
matter,  I've  no  caught  a  fush,"  was  the  reply. 


"  The  harvest  of  the  sea  "  consists  of  many  things,  and 
lots  of  others  besides,  but  one  of  the  most  curious  finds  I 
have  heard  of  was  the  packet  of  old  wills  and  other  papera 
dredged  from  the  sea  bottom  by  the  travileT  Bournemouth 
of  Milford  Haven.  You  never  know  your  luck,  so  if  any 
of  my  trawling  friends  should  by  any  chance  find  in  their 
nets  papers  to  prove  that  I  am  the  long  lost  heir  to  vast 
estates,  or  a  dukedom,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  they  will 
send  them  on  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to 

Draonkt. 
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SCOTTISH   TROUT  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


A  LARGE  and  representative  gathering  of  anglers  in 
Edinburgh  and  district  met  recently  in  the  West  End 
Cafe,  Princes-street,  Edinburgh,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association.  Dr.  Spenoe,  one  of 
the  presidents  of  the  association,  occupied  the  chair.  The 
first  business  under  consideration  was  the  formation  of 
Ediabnrgh  into  a  district  association.  The  chairman 
having  callei  upon  the  secretary  to  make  a  statement 
there  anent,  Mr.  Andrew  Smith  said,  that  as  they  kae  w  from 
the  rules  of  the  S.T.A.A.  one  of  the  principles  embodied 
was  the  division  of  the  association  into  districts,  each 
atMliated  to  the  central  association.  In  this  manner  each 
district  was  able  better  to  look  after  its  own  interests. 
At  Glasgow,  Elgin,  Cnpar,  Kelso,  and  other  places, 
district  associations  had  bean  and  were  now  being 
formed.  They  had  not  in  Edinburgh,  it  was  true,  any 
streams  to  look  after.  (Laughter.)  If  any  gentleman  was 
willing  to  take  up  the  causa  of  purifying  the  Almond,  it 
would,  of  course,  be  exceedingly  gratifying,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  such  a  project  would  receive  the  hearty  support  of 
the  association.  (Laughter.)  There  were,  however,  a 
thousand  and  one  matters  connected  with  angling  which 
required  attention,  and  that  attention  could  only  be 
bestowed  by  a  district  association.  He  moved  that  such 
an  association  should  be  formed.  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  of  the 
Midlothian  Angling  Club,  seconded,  and  the  motion  was 
carried  unanimously.  Mr.  Archibald  Menzies  was  elected 
president  of  the  district,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  as  a  committee  :  Messrs.  D.  Fisher  (Cockburn 
A.C.),  A.  Brown,  Murray  Marr  (Saturday  A.C.),  Donald 
Stewart  (Breadalbane  A.C.),  Peter  Boa  (Midlothian 
A.G.),  Robt.  Walker  (Northern  Merchants'  A.C.), 
G.  H.  Douglas  (Amateur  A.C.),  Dean  Smith  and 
Dr.  Spence  (Amateur  A.C.).  Powers  were  given 
to  add  to  the  number  if  necessary,  and  the  appointment  of 
secretary  was  left  to  the  committee.  The  next  business 
before  the  meeting  was  the  consideration  of  the  advisability 
of  forming  a  social  club  for  anglers  in  Edinburgh  and  the 
district,  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the  Plyfishera'  Club, 
London.  A  sub-committee  was  appointed  some  time  ago 
to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  the  chairman  called  upon 
Mr.  Duncan  Eraser  to  open  the  conference  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Eraser  said  it  was  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  him  that 
Professor  Stanfield  was  not  able  to  be  there  that  night. 
He  had  had  the  matter  in  hand  from  the  first.  The 
Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association  had  got  a  name,  and 
now  was  seeking  for  a  habitation.  It  had  been  found  that 
although  there  were  several  angling  clubs  in  Edinburgh, 
there  was  no  central  club  which  could  form  a  common 
resort  for  anglers.  From  many  points  of  view  a  central 
club  would  be  a  great  boon  to  Edinburgh  anglers. 
It  would  enable  fishers  to  meet  together,  to  have  social 
intercourse  one  with  another,  to  discuss  points  of  interest 
to  themselves,  and  to  exchange  information.  (A  voice : 
"  Swop  lies,"  and  laughter.)  Different  opinions  were 
held  as  to  the  housing  of  the  club.  Some  thought  a 
humble  room  would  be  sufficient  to  start  with,  others  that 
they  might  have  a  suite  of  rooms  with  a  caretaker,  and 
these  were  of  opinion  that  they  would  get  a  sufficient 
membership  to  cover  all  expenses.  These  points  might  be 
left  for  future  discussion.  The  thing  he  wanted  to  impress 
upon  them  was  this,  that,  however  it  was  to  be  done,  it 
was  in  the  highest  degree  desirable  to  have  a  central  club. 
There  might  be  reading  and  recreation  rooms  in  con- 
nection with  this  club;  also  a  museum  to  which  the 
4-pounders  anglers  were  wont  to  catch — (laughter) — could 
be  relegated,  to  be  duly  admired  by  the  generations  to 
come.  In  Edinburgh  they  had  no  such  museum  even  in 
connection  with  their  individual  associations.  In  London, 
and  in  many  other  towns  in  England,  such  clubs  existed, 
and  it  had  been  found  they  did  much  to  foster  the  spirit 
of  camaradeiie  amongst  anglers.  When  the  fishing  clubs 
had  their  competitions  they  could  weigh-in  at  the  club 
instead  of  having  as  now  to  go  to  some  place  in  a  back 
street.  Sometimes,  of  course,  it  was  a  good  thing  that  the 
weighing-in  took  place  in  a  back  street — often  there  was 
not  much  to  weigh.  (Laughter.)  The  literary  depart- 
ment of  such  a  club  would  not  be  the  least  of  its  benefits 
to  anglers.  He  did  not  know  why  they  had  not  had  an 
institution  of  this  kind  long  ago.  A  man  had  to  come 
from  Perth  (Mr.  A.  Smith)  to  waken  them  up  in  Edin- 
burgh. (Cheers.)  Mr.  Peter  Boa  then  gave  in  the  report 
on  the  financial  aspects  of  the  scheme.  He  thought  the 
club  would  be  a  great  success,  pro7ided  they  started  on 
a  small  scale.  It  was  a  mistake  to  start  on  a  large  scale 
and  then  have  to  come  down.  The  desirabUity  of  the  club 
was  not  what  had  given  the  committee  most  concern, 
but  the  question  of  ways  and  means.  They  did  not  in  the 
least  know  the  support  the  proposal  was  likely  to  receive. 
They  could  have  little  idea,  therefore,  of  the  scale  on 
which  they  might  begin  operations.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  in  the  first  instance  they  might  begin  with  two  or 
three  rooms.  Probably  a  moderate  sized  house,  that  they 
could  get  for  £W  or  £4<J  a  year,  would  suit,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  house  could  be  occupied  by  someone  who, 
for  the  privilege  of  occupancy,  would  be  quite  willing  to 
take  care  of  the  rooms  that  were  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  club.  That  was  one  view  of  the  matter.  Of  course, 
there  were  other  views  held  by  members  of  the  committee, 
some  thinking  that  they  might  stirt  on  a  larger,  others  on  a 
smaller  scale.  Professor  Stanfield,  who  had  drawn  up  the 
report,  had  indicated  200  members  as  a  likely  number,  but, 
naturally,  that  was  only  an  approximate  estimate.  As  to 
having  a  miiseum  in  the  proposed  club,  he  thought  it  a 
very  good  idea.  A  library  for  reference,  &c.,  would  be 
extremely  useful.  He  had  often  noticed  in  moving  about 
MDong  anglers  how  ignorant  many  of  them  were  of  the 
literature  of  their  craft.    Of  course  in  all  matters  of  tliis 


kind  there  was  always  some  anxiety  in  regard  to  ways  and 
means.  He  thought  he  had  indicated  the  main  points  that 
would  require  consideration  in  the  formation  of  a  club. 
At  present  the  committee  were  not  in  a  position  to  state 
the  actual  expenses,  but  it  had  been  calculated  that  a 
membership  of  seventy-five  would  carry  on  a  club  of 
the  sort  mentioned,  and  leave  a  sum  of  £10  or  £15 
after  providing  for  rent,  fires,  &c.  The  proposal 
to  form  a  club  was  then  put  to  the  meeting  by  the  chair- 
man, and  carried  nem.  con.  Some  discussion  arose  on 
the  question  of  subscription.  One  gentleman  present  was 
of  opinion  that  fixing  it  at  a  guinea  practically  meant  the 
exclusion  of  working  men  anglers  from  the  club.  With 
this  the  majority  present  seemed  heartily  to  concur,  Mr. 
Boa  saying  they  would  rather  have  150  at  half  a  guinea 
than  seventy-five  at  a  guinea.  Another  member  spoke  of 
53.  as  a  still  more  attractive  subscription  from  a  working 
man's  point  of  view.  Ultimately  it  was  agreed  to  leave 
the  amount  of  subscription  over  until  it  was  seen  what 
proportions  the  membership  of  the  club  was  likely  to 
assume,  and  slip)  were  sent  round  for  signatures. 
A  large  number  of  the  latter  were  obtained.  A 
smoking  concert  was  afterwards  given,  to  the  great  enjoy- 
ment of  those  present.  The  programme  was  nicely  varied 
vrith  instrumental  and  vocal  selections  ;  but  possibly  its 
chief  feature  was  an  address  on  "  The  Veracity  of 
Anglers  " — from  a  scientific  point  of  view,  see  page  237 — 
by  the  chairman,  whose  deductions  set  the  risible  faculties 
of  his  hearers  on  edge.  There  is,  it  may  be  said,  every 
prospect  of  the  club's  taking  root  and  becoming  a  great 
social  boon  to  the  anglers  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  the  sub- 
scription is,  we  understand,  not  at  all  likely  to  prove  an 
exorbitant  one,  in  view  of  the  number  of  gentlemen  who 
have  intimated  their  desire  to  join. 


AN  EVENING  WITH  SUSSEX  ANGLERS. 


Visitors  with  a  previous  experience  of  the  proverbially 
merry  feasts  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  might  have 
felt,  at  the  ninth  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday,  that 
there  was  a  certain  chastened  element  in  the  mirth  of 
these  doughty  anglers.  Bright  and  comfortable  as  was 
the  room  at  Booth's  Restaurant,  Brighton,  it  was  per- 
vaded for  a  time  by  a  perceptible  air  of  gravity.  Members 
ate  their  dinner  with  a  certain  look  of  consciousness,  as 
though  they  were  oppressed  by  the  sense  of  the  approach 
of  something  important.  The  fact  was  that  something 
very  serious  had  happened ;  the  honorary  secretary,  Mr. 
W.  F.  Booth,  had  sent  in  his  resignation.  Jovial  fellows 
as  these  anglers  aU  are,  they  have  found  Mr.  Booth  the 
life  and  soul  of  their  festive  gatherings,  while,  as  a  worker, 
he  has  been  simply  invaluable.  As  secretary  to  the  society 
since  its  beginning,  and  labouring  incessantly  as  he  has 
done,  he  has  practically  been  the  main  factor  in  keeping  it 
together,  and  bringing  it  up  to  its  present  success.  So  it 
was  not  altogether  surprising  to  find  the  toast  list  devoid 
of  the  jeu.c  d' esprit  that  have  characterised  it,  and  to  feel 
the  consciousness  of  a  check  on  the  hilarity  that  has  at 
other  times  reigned  supreme.  Besides,  the  members  had 
a  secret,  and  naturally  they  were  not  altogether  at  ease 
until  that  secret  was  out.  At  the  same  time,  even  vdth 
all  these  portents  in  the  air,  the  Piscatorial  Society  could 
not  manage  to  be  as  solemn  as  other  people.  The 
philosopher  of  the  angle,  who  will  sit  uncomplainingly 
for  hours  holding  on  to  his  rod,  came  to  their  rescue,  and 
everybody  succeeded  in  passing  a  very  jolly  evening. 

What  the  secret  was  did  not  come  out  at  once.  Those 
who  were  not  "in  the  know"  had  to  wait  for  it  like 
they  have  to  wait  for  a  bite.  Mr.  Booth  led  off  by 
announcing  numerous  apologies  for  absence,  several 
members,  unfortunately,  being  too  iU  to  attend.  Then 
Alderman  Hawkes  proposed  the  toast  of  ' '  The  Sussex 
Piscatorial  Society."  His  worship  observed  that  the 
society  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  Members 
glanced  at  him  with  a  pained  expression.  The  mayor 
saw  his  mistake.  "Oh,"  he  went  on  urbanely,  "of 
course  I  should  say  it  is  the  hest  society  in  the  country." 
"  Hear,  hear,"  assented  the  meeting.  His  worship 
expressed  his  conviction  that  the  society  was  a  very  good 
thing  for  Brighton,  and  did  good  work  by  supplying  the 
Aquarium  with  fish. 

Next  the  mayor  was  moved  to  a  confession,  and  the  con- 
fession, as  he  went  on,  grew  more  and  more  startling.  "  I 
am  no  fisherman,"  he  admitted  contritely,  "except," 
and  then  his  tone  brightened,  "  I  have  caught  a  few 
roach."  (Hear,  hear.)  The  next  sentences  made  the 
gathering  shout.  "  I  don't  suppose  you  call  it  sport,  but 
I  have  assisted  in  netting,  and — I  have  also  assisted  in 
wiring  fish!"  "Shame,"  cried  the  meeting  cheerily; 
while  the  secretary  ejaculated,  "  Oh,  I  say  !  "  in  a  tone 
of  comic  horror.  With  his  next  words  the  alderman 
saved  himself.  "But  I  can  assure  you  I  have  not  done  it 
since  I  have  come  to  Sussex."  "  You  wouldn't  do  that 
here,"  he  pursued,  "you  are  real  fishermen  ;  you  angle 
with  a  worm  at  one  end  and  a — a — well,  something  else  at 
the  other."    This  was  too  much,  and  the  gathering  roared. 

A  little  later  the  "  secret  "  came  out.  Mr.  W.  Wilson 
Tickle  rose  and  said  that  he  would  disclose  it,  though  he 
complimented  members  on  the  discreet  way  that  they  had 
kept  it.  'Phe  society,  he  said,  could  not  pass  over  the 
occasion  without  some  small  presentation  to  Mr.  Booth. 
(Applause.)  Small  as  it  was,  it  represented  the  "fishing 
affection"  they  had  for  him.  (Applause.)  It  consisted 
of  a  "Hardy"  split  cane  steel-centred  salmon  rod,  a 
"  Hardy  "  trout  rod  with  accessories,  and  an  illuminated 
address,  with  a  diamond  bracelet  for  Mrs.  Booth.  They 
could  not  but  see  that  Mrs.  Booth  had  sacrificed  herself  in 
giving  up  her  husband  to  attend  so  many  meetings  of  the 
society.  In  appreciative  terms  Mr.  Tickle  eulogised  the 
services  Mr.  Booth  had  rendered  to  the  society,  of  which 


he  was  one  of  the  founders.  He  praised  Mr.  Booth's 
untiring  energy  and  attention,  and  spoke  of  the  fishing 
waters,  by  river,  lake,  and  pond,  that  had  been  obtained 
for  the  society  by  his  instrumentality,  by  his  peculiar  tact 
and  courtesy  in  approaching  owners,  and  getting  from 
them  valuable  concessions.  Mr.  Booth  bad  been  re- 
sponsible for  the  stocking  of  many  waters  with  fish,  and, 
by  example  and  precept,  had  instilled  into  the  cluVj  those 
traditions  for  sportsmanship  and  gentlemanliness  that  gave 
it  such  a  high  reputation.  (Applause.)  His  management 
of  finances  had  also  been  admirable.  The  only  consolation 
the  club  had  in  losing  him  as  honorary  secretary  was  they 
retained  him  on  the  committee.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Booth's  health  was  then  drunk  with  the  heartiest 
of  cheers,  and  the  singing  of  "  For  he's  a  jolly  goad 
fellow." 

An  ingenious  gentlemen  seized  the  reel  attached  to  the 
presentation  rods,  and  wound  it  vigorously.  The  familiar 
rasping  was  accepted  by  the  meeting  as  a  just  and  proper 
accompaniment  to  anglers'  "  musicil  honours."  The  rods 
were  handed  round,  and  anglers  fingered  them  lovingly  ; 
they  were  such  perfect  things  of  their  kind.  Some 
irrepressible  spirits  jointed  them,  and  angled  for  things  at 
the  far  end  of  the  room.  Much  as  they  admired  the  brace- 
let, they  liked  the  rods  better. 

'The  address  was  signed  by  sixty  members. 

A  huge  burst  of  applause  greeted  Mr.  Booth  when  he 
rose  to  respond.  His  speech  was  an  admirable  one,  quiet 
and  modest,  duly  recognising  the  compliment  paid  to  him 
and  to  his  wife,  and  unaffectedly  acknowledging  that  he 
had  worked  very  hard  indeed  for  the  Society.  He  knew 
that  a  man  at  the  wheel  was  necessary,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  there  must  be  good  officers  and  a  good  crew.  The 
society  had  had  exceUent  officers  and  an  excellent  crew. 
(Applause.)  Carrying  on  the  naval  metaphor,  Mr.  Booth 
said  that  at  one  time  there  was  a  little  attempt  at  mutiny, 
but  they  had  clapped  the  mutineers  in  irons,  put  them 
under  hatches,  and  on  reaching  shore  got  rid  of  them. 
Now,  with  a  fair  wind  and  an  even  keel,  the  good  ship 
seemed  well  forward  on  a  prosperous  voyage.  He  did  not 
think  he  had  made  many  enemies,  but  he  had  kept  old 
friends  and  he  had  made  many  new  ones. 

Regarding  the  society  itself,  Mr.  Booth  said  that  its 
position  was  financially  quite  sound.  At  Horsted  Keynes 
they  had  a  remarkably  fine  piece  of  water  for  trout  fishing, 
while,  he  must  also  tell  them,  all  the  waters  fished  by  the 
society  that  contained  coarse  fish  were  fully  stocked.  Very 
few  societies  could  say  that. 

The  various  sentiments  produced  by  these  ceremonies 
having  subsided,  the  evening  pursued  its  normal  course. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Bevis  submitted  "  The  Committee  and  Officers," 
confessing  himself  unable  to  do  justice  to  Mr.  Booth,  and 
making  special  mention  of  Mr.  i'ickle,  Mr.  Goodwin,  Mr. 
GUlam,  Mr.  MaskeU,  and  the  honorary  auditors,  Mr.  J.  S. 
Lee  and  Mr.  J.  Hobbs. 

In  response,  Mr.  E.  W.  Mellor  told  a  story  that  sounded 
suspiciously  like  a  traditional  "angling  yam."  He 
informed  the  meeting  that,  to  acquire  the  eloquence 
necessary  for  his  speech,  he  had  emulated  Demosthenes, 
putting  pebbles  in  his  mouth  and  declaiming  on  the  sea- 
shore, trying  to  outvoice  the  roaring  waves.  "  But  the 
result,  he  added  plaintively,  "  was  not  commensurate  with 
the  trouble."  His  hearers  tried  to  look  as  though  they 
believed  him. 

"The  Visitors"  produced  an  interchange  of  compli- 
ments between  Mr.  A.  V.  Treacher  and  Capt.  Brigden. 

The  health  of  "  The  Riparian  Owners  ''  was  honoured 
at  the  initiative  of  Mr.  H.  Reason,  who  did  full  justice  to 
these  very  necsssary  and  obliging  gentlemen.  Mr.  Reason 
mentioned  that  there  were  no  less  than  seven  gentlemen 
in  Sussex  who  were  generous  enough  to  let  the  society  fish 
in  their  waters.  Incidentally,  he  referred  to  the  diplomacy 
displayed  by  Mr.  Booth  in  getting  the  society  these 
favours — favours  all  had  availed  themselves  of  as  became 
genuine  sportsmen. 

Mr.  Booth  interposed  that  Sir  Raymond  Burrell  was  so 
generous  that  he  had  just  provided  a  new  punt,  practically 
solely  for  the  convenience  of  members  of  the  society. 
(Applause). 

In  response  to  the  toast  of  "  The  Chairman,"  happily 
proposed  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Lee,  Alderman  Hawkes  let  the 
meeting  into  a  few  secrets  as  to  how  it  feels  to  be  a  mayor. 
It  was  very  pleasant  to  get  in  touch  with  all  classes  of 
society,  and  especially  to  find  himself  in  such  agreeable 
company  as  he  did  now.  The  position,  of  course,  was  one 
of  great  honour.  But  it  was  one  of  very  hard  work  and 
trying  responsibility.  The  calls  upon  the  mayor  got  more 
and  more  onerous  every  year.  Coming  back  to  his  fishing 
experiences,  the  mayor  observed  that  he  had  employed 
himself  in  netting  the  fish  in  a  pond  at  Knepp  Castle.  ''  I 
don't  suppose  you  call  that  fishing,"  he  remarked.  "  No, 
no,"  came  back  the  laughing  answer.  But  the  mayor 
got  even  with  them.  "It  was  better  than  fishing,"  he 
averred. 

The  evening  was  not  allowed  to  pass  without  a  compli- 
ment to  the  gentlemen  who  had  worked  in  getting  up  the 
testimonial  to  Mr.  Booth.  They  were  :  Messrs.  C.  W. 
MeUot  P-  E.  Tickle,  W.  F.  Goodwin,  and  W.  C.  F. 
Gillam,  the  last  acting  as  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer. 

It  was  not  in  the  speeches  that  the  meeting  was  made 
lively.  There  was  plenty  of  music,  and  good  music,  too  ; 
what  with  Mr.  Norman  Richards  at  the  piano,  Mr.  P.  E. 
Tickle  and  Mr.  Jenner  at  the  banjo,  and  with  songs  by 
Mr.  Longhurst,  Mr.  Treacher,  and  Mr.  Booth.  The 
jovial  rendering  by  Mr.  Booth  of  "  The  Accent  On  "  was 
the  hit  of  the  evening.  In  this  way  everybody  managed 
to  enjoy  themselves.  The  landing  of  the  "  biggest  fish 
on  record"  could  hardly  have  given  them  greater  con- 
tentment.— Brighton  Herald. 


A.HEBICAN  Books — A  catalsgns  of  Ajnerlcan  books  in  varions 
departmants  of  Uteratnre  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Uarston 
A  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Donstan's  Hcose,  Fatt«r  Lane,  Loaim 
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j^oteis  from  tfft  i^orti). 


The  Duke  of  York  finished  his  spring  salmon  angling 
season  on  the  Dee  on  Monday  evening,  and  returned  to 
town  on  Tuesday.  The  weather  has  been  again  the  bane 
of  the  royal  angler's  visit  to  the  north,  and,  bad  as  it  was 
last  year,  it  has  been  doubly  so  on  the  present  occasion. 


The  Duke  had  two  fine  fish  on  Tuesday  last  of  "lb.  and 
91b.  from  the  Mr-park  pot  on  the  Abergeldie  water,  both 
to  the  fly.  In  fact,  the  Duke  prefers  the  fly  to  all  other 
lures.  On  Wednesday  last  he  had  one  of  161b. ,  which  may 
be  considered  a  prize  on  the  Dee  as  far  as  early  springers 
are  concerned,  the  average  weight  of  which  seldom  exceeds 
71b.  Details  of  his  last  two  days  on  the  water  are  not  jet 
to  hand.   

What  is  a  fiunock  Y  is  the  question  in  angling  circles  in 
the  north  just  now.  It  is  being  eagerly  discussed  in  the 
local  prints,  the  main  drift  of  the  observations  in  general 
bearing  out  the  generilly  accepted  opinion  that  finnock  or 
whitling  are  the  grilse  stage  of  the  sea  trout  proper. 


On  Friday  last,  in  the  thick  of  a  snow  shower,  six 
anglers  on  the  Ellon  Castle  water  made  baskets  ranging 
from  fifteen  to  thirty-seven  each,  mostly  finnock  and  sea 
trout,  with  a  few  brown  trout  thrown  in.  The  whole  of 
the  sport  was  got  in  the  space  of  three  hours,  and  from 
four  pools.    The  river  was  in  flood. 

The  anglers  at  the  Invercauld  Arms,  Ballater,  when 
snowed  off  the  water  last  week,  took  to  the  curling  pond, 
and  assisted  the  local  knights  of  the  broom  to  keep  the 
"  roaring  game  "  agoing.  It  is  a  unique  expetiecce  at  the 
tail  end  of  March.   

The  historic  estate  of  Dunaine,  which  is  situated  in  one 
of  Perthshire's  favoured  angling  spots,  was  sold  last  week 
for  £70,000.  The  new  proprietor  is  Mr.  Bernard,  brewer, 
Leith.   

Mr.  L.  H.  Craik,  who  is  fishing  the  Invercauld  private 
water,  Braemar,  after  being  stormed  and  flooded  off  the 
river  for  fully  three  weeks,  is  now  getting  some  brisk 
sport  again.  Some  bright  angling  records  have  been  nia.de 
on  this  far  inland  reach  in  the  past,  mostly  during  April. 


Sheriff  Robertson,  Aberdeen,  spoke  the  bare  truth  ou 
Monday,  when  he  said  that  trout  poaching  was  the  most 
objectionable  form  of  poaching  which  went  on  in  the  Don, 
and  the  most  difficult  to  get  at.  He  sentenced  one  poacher 
to  a  fine  of  £2,  with  £1  17s.  6d.  of  expenses,  for  netting 
four  trout,  and  regretted  he  was  not  able  to  mulct  his 
companions  in  like  sums,  as  there  was  a  slight  break  in 
the  evidence  connecting  them  with  the  fish. 


A  most  exhaustive  report  has  been  published  by  the 
sanitary  inspector,  Banffshire,  as  to  the  damage  distillery 
effluent  has  wrought  on  the  angling  interests  of  the  county. 
The  Fiddich,  the  Livet,  Ruthie,  Boginduie,  Lyne  of 
Carron,  and  Forgie  are  dealt  with.  These  were  once  prime 
angling  streams,  now  they  are  choked  with  fungus,  and  in 
such  a  foul  state  it  is  quite  impossible  for  fish  to  live  in 
them.   

On  the  Cairnton  Dee  water  during  one  of  the  openicg 
days  Mr.  Wm.  Milne,  tackle  maker.  Trinity-street, 
Aberdeen,  hooked  and  ran  fourteen  fish  to  his  own  rod. 
There  were  seven  clean  and  seven  kelts.  The  heaviest 
clean  fish  turned  the  scale  at  17ib.  Twelve  of  thefourteen 
were  got  on  the  "  Kelsall,  "  a  lure  well  known  as  a 
favourite  killer  on  the  Tay.  Mr.  Milne's  modesty  pre- 
vented him  giving  us  the  details  of  his  hitherto  unreported 
take  sooner.   

A  few  fish  were  got  last  week,  but  the  water  was 
too  big  for  much  being  done.  However,  Mr.  Eustace 
Drummond  had  a  fine  lOJ-pounder  on  Ballogie,  and  the 
Hon.  E.  T.  Brooks  one  of  the  same  weight  on  the  Lodge 
water.    Sport  is  now  much  brisker. 

Sport  has  been  poor  all  over  the  Highland  streams,  first 
with  the  storm,  then  with  the  floods.  On  the  Helmsdale, 
Miss  Radclifte  bad  two  fish  of  'Jib.  each  one  day  in  the 
thick  of  a  snowstorm.  On  two  other  occasions,  lately,  she 
had  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.  respectively. 


Trout  anglers  on  the  early  reaches  of  the  Don,  Deverun, 
Ythan,  and  Ugie  have  been  in  great  glee  during  past  week. 
Genial  weather,  fine  breuze,  fish  in  splendid  rising  form, 
flies  abundant,  and  creels  heavy.  Heavenly  conditions  for 
once.  Special  Scotch. 


[provincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  at  last  formed  a  small  fly  fishing  club  in 
Birmingham,  and  it  will  remain  to  be  seen  what  success 
the  club  will  attain.  It  has  been  started  by  a  small 
number  of  members,  twenty  names  only  being  down  on 
the  books.  The  club,  I  believe,  do  not  want  a  large 
number  of  members  until  they  can  get  sntticient  waters  to 
accommodate  them.  The  subscription  is  fixed  at  one 
guinea  per  annum  The  water  that  they  have  taken  may 
be  made  into  a  good  trout  stream  providing  it  is  properly 
stocked,  but  they  will  find  that  this  will  be  rather  expen- 
sive, and  I  question  if  the  subscription  will  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  club.  There  are  at  present  a  few  trout  in 
the  portion  of  the  water  taken,  and  these  have  made  their 
way  from  the  higher  portion  of  the  Blythe,  which  is  rented 
by  the  Birmingham  Piscatorial  Society  ;  and  I  question 
very  much,  if  the  club  stock  their  water,  if  the  fish 
will  remain  in  the  part  they  rent.  I  am  informed 
by  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  water  that  they 
do  not  think  they  will,  but  still  it  will  be  worth 
a  trial  to  re-stock  it.  The  Vine  Unity  rented  this 
water  last  year,  and  the  members  had  some  decent  fish 
from  it,  but  owing  to  the  action  of  the  party  who  owns 
the  water  the  club  decided  to  break  their  contract  with 
him.  This  club  was  about  to  take  over  the  water  again, 
and  so  far  came  to  terms  with  the  owner  that  a  legal  agree- 
ment was  made  out  and  forwarded  to  him  for  his  approval, 
but  it  was  immediately  returned  with  a  letter  stating  that 
he'had  let  the  water  to  another  club.  This  has  been  very 
disappointing  to  the  latter  club,  and  they  will,  no  doubt, 
place  the  matter  before  the  association  at  an  early  date,  as 
it  is  a  rule  not  to  allow  one  club  to  take  the  water  out  of 
the  hands  of  another  club  by  offeiing  to  pay  a  larger  rent. 
The  Vine  Unity  were  the  first  to  agree  to  take  the  water, 
and  sent  three  deputal  ions  over  to  Hamstall  Rid  ware  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  taking  the  water  and 
a  portion  of  the  Trent.  The  new  club,  I  am  sure,  do  not 
know  anything  of  these  circumstances  or  they  would  have 
made  some  inquiries  into  the  matter,  and  I  hope  that  no 
friction  will  occur  through  them  taking  the  water,  and 
that  the  new  club  will  turn  out  a  thorough  success. 
The  Hearts  of  Oak  Society  held  what  they  term  their  re- 
stocking contest  on  Monday  last  at  Acton.  The  contest  is 
carried  out  on  the  following  lines :  The  members  are 
allowed  a  roving  commission  to  fish  the  can^l  which 
they  rent;  each  one  has  a  bait  can,  which  are  collected  by 
the  referee  during  the  contest,  and  all  live  fish,  with  the 
exception  of  the  ruffe  and  the  gudgeon,  are  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  member  taking  them.  At  the  close  of  the 
contest  the  fish  are  counted  up,  when  the  member  taking 
the  largest  number  receives  the  first  prize,  and  so  on  until 
the  prizes  are  exhausted.  By  this  means  a  number  of 
prizes  left  over  from  past  contests  are  got  rid  of.  Upon 
the  present  occasion  a  good  number  of  fish  were  taken, 
and  safely  transferred  to  the  river  Penk,  which 
is  rented  by  the  club,  and  which  runs  adjacent  to 
the  canal.  The  chief  takers  of  fish  are  in  the  order 
named:  Mr.  Clem  Wainwright,  B.  Jackson,  A. 
Turner,  T.  Bates,  H.  Greaves,  A.  Jackson,  &c. 
The  prizes  won  by  the  members  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  Angling  Association  at  the  Trades  Exhibition  at 
Bingley  Hall  will  be  distributed  on  Friday  evening  next, 
April  14,  in  the  lecture-room,  Bingley  Hall,  at  8.30,  by 
Mr.  T.  Coles.  The  show  of  fish  is  a  great  attraction,  and 
as  a  large  number  of  special  trains  are  running  into 
Birmingham  during  the  run  of  the  show,  which  extends  to 
May  20,  those  interested  in  fish  should  not  fail  to  visit  the 
exhibition.  A  large  number  of  our  members  hive  been 
out  trout  fishing,  but  very  little  sport  so  far  has  been  had. 
The  rivers  Severn  and  Teme  have  been  visited,  and  some 
small  fish  have  been  taken,  bat  as  they  have  been  out  of 
condition  they  have  been  returned  to  the  water.  One  of 
our  members,  a  week  ago,  was  spinning  with  a  minnow 
for  trout  on  the  Severn,  above  Hampton  Lode,  when  he 
hooked  and  landed  a  salmon  which  weighed  181b. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE, 

Characteristic  April  weather  has  prevailed  in  Derby- 
shire during  the  week,  but  owing  to  frequent  strong  breezes 
it  has  not  been  very  favourable  for  fly  angling.  Showers 
have  fallen  at  intervals  on  most  days,  and  the  waters  have 
in  places  been  at  times  somewhat  discoloured.  The  rain 
has,  however,  freshened  and  cleansed  the  streams,  and  they 
are  now  (Wednesday)  in  excellent  angling  condition.  So 
far,  not  much  has  been  done  with  the  fly,  but  trollers  and 
bottom  fishers  have  in  many  places  done  tolerably  well. 
Fishing  upstream  with  baits  of  worms  has  proved  very 
successful,  and  some  decent  lots  of  trout  have  been 
captured  by  that  method.  As  a  rule  £be  fish  are 
not  at  present  in  first-rate  condition  ;  but,  con- 
sidering the  early  stage  of  the  season,  there  is 
not  much  to  complain  of.  The  Lochlevens  are  in  better 


condition  than  the  brown  trout,  as  is  frequently  the 
case  in  the  early  part  of  the  spring.  On  the  Upper 
Derwent  there  has  not  been  much  successful  fly  fishing, 
the  catches  having  been  few  and  small,  and  the  weather 
has  kept  many  anglers  from  the  streams.  There  are  now 
three  Bills  before  Parliament  affecting  the  Derwent, 
respectively  promoted  by  the  Corporations  of  Derby, 
Sheflield,  and  Leicester,  to  utilise  the  upper  waters 
between  Ashopton  and  the  source  of  the  river  as  a  water 
supply  for  those  towns.  One  of  them  may  be  successful, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Dukes  of  Devonshire  and 
Norfolk,  the  principil  riparian  owners,  will  see  that  angling 
and  other  rights  are  properly  protected.  Several  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  favourite  Hathersage  lengths,  but 
very  few  good  baskets  hive  been  made,  and  similar  remarks 
apply  to  the  Calver  waters.  There  has  been  a  fairly  good 
number  of  anglers  on  the  Chatsworth  and  Baslow  lengths, 
where  fish  are  plentiful ;  but  the  sport  generally  has  been 
but  of  a  moderate  description,  and  few  large  creels  have 
been  made  on  any  part  of  these  waters.  The  Darleydale 
and  Matlock  reaches,  as  also  th' se  of  Holmesford, 
Watstanwell,  and  Ambergate,  have  had  a  fair  share  of 
bottom  anglers,  with  a  few  fly  men.  some  of  whom  have 
taken  nice  lots  of  fish.  Artificial  fly  fishers  have  on  some 
parts  of  the  Wye  done  tolerably  well,  but  nothing  worthy 
of  special  mention.  On  the  Dove  there  has  been  a  fair 
number  of  fly  anglers,  some  of  whom  have  met  with 
respectable  success ;  but,  on  the  whole,  sport  has 
not,  even  on  that  stream,  been  quite  up  to  the 
mark.  Trout  are  numerous  on  most  parts  of  the 
river,  and  in  the  neighboarhood  of  Milldale  and  Load 
Mill  the  waters  receive  careful  attention.  Lord  Hindlip, 
who  owns  a  good  stretch  of  the  Dove  there,  has  erected 
substantial  ledges  for  his  keepers,  to  whom  the  care  of  the 
river  is  committed,  and  fresh  stock  is  added  as  often  as 
occasion  requires.  The  fishing  thereabouts  is  excellent, 
and  the  stream  generally  is  benefited  by  the  attention 
bestowed  on  these  parts  of  it.  What  is  wanted  now  is 
more  settled  weather  and  less  wind,  and  until  it  arrives 
fly  fishing  will  be  pursued  under  somewhat  unfavourable 
conditions,  and  consequently  with  but  moderate  success. 
The  following  flies  will  be  found  useful  on  all  the  Derby- 
shire streams :  Furnace,  Red  Fly,  Claret  Bumble,  Cock- 
wing  Dun,  and  Blue  Dun. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

From  a  trout  angler's  point  of  view  the  Easter  holidays 
have  practically  been  devoid  of  sport.  The  great 
desideratum — rain — has  not  fallen  in  sufiicient  volume  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  streams,  which  in  some 
places  are  so  low  that  the  water  has  almost  ceased  to  flow. 
The  fish,  consequently,  have  generally  accumulated  in  the 
deeper  holes,  and  those  who  have  operated  here  have 
generally  bet  u  successful  in  landing  a  brace  or  two.  To 
some  extent  the  high  winds  which  have  prevailed  during 
the  week  have  militated  against  sport.  Flies  are 
generally  showing  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  have  shown 
some  activity  in  the  evenings,  when  the  best  sport  has 
been  obtained. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  still  continues  mild^  with  occasional 
showers,  in  this  district,  and  the  river  Hull  and  its 
tributary  becks  and  streams  are  all  more  or  less  in  first 
class  condition  for  either  fly  or  minnow  fishing ;  but  no 
trout  of  any  size  worth  recording  have  as  yet  been  taken, 
although  several  large  fish  have  been  on  the  rise  in  various 
parts  of  the  river.  A  few  small  ones  were  taken  during 
the  Easter  holidays,  going  from  about  Jib.  to  |lb.  each, 
even  as  low  down  t^e  river  as  Wawne  and  Dunswell ;  but 
even  in  this  district  the  water  is  very  clear  for  this  season 
of  the  year,  which  has  been  greatly  against  the  success  of 
our  match  fishers.  Nevertheless,  the  tides  during  the 
present  week  are  making,  which  will  no  doubt  have  the 
desired  effect  of  slightly  discolouring  the  waters,  and 
bringing  them  into  better  condition  for  successful  opera- 
tions with  the  worm.  The  flounders  and  eels  are  fairly  on 
the  run  again  in  the  lower  waters,  and  odd  large  trout  have 
been  on  the  rise  near  to  Gibraltar  and  Burton  Hall,  shovring 
that  the  salmon  trout  are  making  up  the  river  from  the 
Humber.  Salmon  are  reported  to  be  making  up  the  river 
Humber  for  the  Trent  and  Ouse,  and  their  enemy,  the 
"porpoise,"  has  put  in  an  appearance  rather  earlier  than 
usual.  The  Easter  holiday  matches  have  been  more  or 
less  a  miserable  failure  so  far  as  pleasure  and  sport  was 
concerned,  especially  those  arranged  for  Good  Friday  on 
the  river  Hull,  for  in  this  district  it  rained  almost 
incessantly  all  throughout  the  day,  making  matters  very 
unpleasant  for  the  competitors,  and  in  many  instances 
they  abandoned  the  match  to  seek  pleasure  and  comfort 
elsewhere  ;  and  some  of  the  clubs  did  not  stake  out,  but 
adjourned  their  match  sine  die  ;  and  in  others,  who  made 
an  attempt  aid  weathered  it,  not  a  single  fish  was 
caught ;  and  in  the  Ramblers'  _  Angling  Association 
match,  which  took  place  on  Minto  Flatts,  only  one 
competitor  (Mr.  Alfred  Rooms)  secured  a  fish.  But 
at  Hull  Bridge  the  members  of  the  Derringham  Angling 
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Clab  fared  a  little  better,  for  they  just  managed  to  dispose 
of  the  prizes,  rendering  an  adjournment  unnecessary,  the 
fortunate  competitors  being  Messrs.  John  Thackray,  John 
Thorpe.  J.  Deyes,  J.  Carter,  George  Cheeseman,  T.  H. 
Wardell,  and  Geo.  Chew,  in  the  order  given.  But  those 
clubs  that  fished  their  matches  on  the  Holderness  drains, 
so  far  as  sport  was  concerned,  certainly  fared  much  better, 
for  these  drains,  having  a  direct  communication  with  the 
brackish  waters  of  the  river  Hnmber,  are  more  prolific 
amongst  flounders  and  eels  than  the  river,  although  at 
times  it  abounds  with  them  in  the  lower  portion,  especially 
in  May  and  June.  The  Royal  Albert  Angling  Society  fish 
their  first  match  of  the  season  on  the  river  at  Weel  Ferry 
on  the  9th  inst. ;  and  on  Saturday  next  the  Hoon's  Angling 
and  Recreation  Society  open  their  season  at  the  same 
place;  and  on  the  16th  the  Osborce  A. 8.  will  fish  their 
first  match  in  Lincolnshire  at  Tetney  lock,  on  the  river 
Lndd. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
Although  the  weather  on  Good  Friday  and  subsequent 
days  was  not  of  a  type  to  please  the  ordinary  holiday 
maker,  anglers  had  least  cause  of  any  class  to  complain. 
Mild,  dull  days,  with  an  almost  continual  drizzle  of  rain, 
following  a  heavier  downfall  last  week,  had  the  effect  of 
increasing  the  volume  of  water,  and  bringing  fish  on  the 
feed.  There  was  a  fairly  good  turn  out  of  fishermen,  and 
sport  was  satisfactory  in  most  quarters,  the  worm  proving 
most  effective  on  rivers.  Present  indications  point  to  a 
successful  season,  providing  the  elements  prove  propitious. 
Trout  are  plentiful,  and  are  in  better  condition  than  a 
fortnight  ago.  The  Rev.  J.  McConnell  and  Mr.  Crump 
have  had  baskets  of  trout  from  the  Winster  that  seem  to 
indicate  an  improvement  in  this  river.  Good  takes  are 
reported  from  the  Lune,  the  Kent,  and  its  tributaries,  Mr. 
A.  Saul  having  thirty  trout  from  the  Sprint  on  Monday, 
but  at  the  time  of  writing  reliable  details  were  difficult  to 
obtain.  On  the  opening  day  on  Windermere  (Saturday), 
Mr.  John  Watson,  Kendal,  had  a  dozen  trout.  Wednesday 
was  stormy,  with  a  heavy  rainfall,  and  there  are  indications 
of  a  greater  rise  in  rivers,  and  consequent  "  worm  waters." 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  announce  a  further 
acquisition  of  desirable  fishing  waters  for  their  members  and 
friends.  The  water  in  question  is  another  length  of  the 
river  Bollin,  at  Heatley.  Some  few  good  baskets  are 
reported  from  the  Ribble,  but  the  weather  has  not  been 
at  all  favourable  ;  during  Ea-ster,  especially  on  Monday,  it 
was  exceedingly  wet.  The  tickets  for  the  Wordey  Canal 
Fishery  are  now  ready  for  issue.  Several  alterations  have 
been  made  in  the  rules  and  regulations,  especially  as 
regards  the  challenge  shield  ompetition,  the  conditions  of 
which  should  now  fall  in  with  the  oft  expressed  wish  of  many 
supporters.  The  East  End  Angling  Association,  Liverpool, 
at  their  last  meeting,  considered  the  value  of  the  prizes 
to  be  offered  in  the  coming  season.  They  also  had  two 
papers  on  topics  connected  with  fishing,  from  the  pens  of 
Messrs.  W.  Jones  and  S.  F.  Chantler.  Several  members 
of  the  Nelson  Angling  Society  have  been  busy  catching 
tiah  and  transferring  them  to  their  own  waters. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Wellington  Angling  Society,  Moston,  have  gone 
into  stocking  with  a  spirit  that  speaks  well  for  the  future 
of  their  rf  cently  acf|uired  waters.  Mr.  Will  Chambers  has 
.■jecured  them  iOtiO  roach,  which  the  members  report  as 
being  very  fine  indeed,  and  should  do  well  in  their  new 
liome.  Thiaclub  is  said  to  be  a  lot  of  "  stay  at  homes'' — 
well,  at  any  rate,  they  believe  in  lookin?  well  after  home. 
Good  luck  to  your  home.  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson,  the  hero 
of  the  Wyresdale  competition,  and  Mr.  Smith  have  been 
away  for  Easter.  Friday  was  flood  water,  Siturday  was 
somewhat  better,  but  Monday  afforded  the  best  sport ;  in 
all  the  total  of  sizeable  trout  taken  was  thirty-four  brace ; 
this  is  considered  by  these  gentlemen  as  moderate,  but  by 
many  would  be  a  red-letter  record.  Several  of  our  men 
have  paid  their  usual  Easter  visit  to  Llanymynech,  but 
report  sport  as  only  poor,  small  jack  were  a  trifle  trouble- 
some, a  few  trout  were  taken  in  poor  condition,  and 
several  grayling  in  good  condition,  but,  of  course, 
were  returned  to  the  water  for  another  day.  The 
record  of  our  townsman,  Mr.  Selkio,  for  pike  taken 
from  Hornsea  Mere  from  October  to  February  was  18831b. 
weight.  At  some  future  date  we  hope  for  more  details. 
Baia  has  been  visited  by  one  local,  who,  on  March  31  and 
April  1  and  3,  killed  two  and  a  half  brace,  two  and  a  half 
Virace,  and  five  and  a  half  brace  of  good  trout  in  a  few 
hours'  fishing  each  day  about  noon.  One  city  angler  pass- 
ing the  Dane  on  his  bicycle  interviewed  one  or  two  fishing, 
and  ascertained  they  had  found  each  a  few  decent  trout. 
Next  time  he  intends  to  vary  his  recreation  by  taking  his 
rod,  and  trying  for  a  few  trout  himself.  Mr.  C. 
Walmealey  and  friends,  out  in  Cheshire,  have  found  a  few 
good  dishes  of  trout,  and  Mr.  8.  McCrirrick,  near  Chorley, 
also  got  a  brace  of  very  fine  fish,  each  one  a  good  meal. 
Some  good  reporta  are  to  hand  from  club  waters,  those 
from  the  Bnckland  and  Moss  Side  Angling  Societies  are 
partionla»-ly  pleasing.  (Jtbers  no  less  pleasing  are  the 
Levenshuime,  Kingfisher,  and  other  societies  preserving 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  recent  holidays  attracted  salmon  anglers  to  Shard- 
low  and  King's  Milk,  but  no  fish  were  landed.  The  fact 
is,  the  Trent,  at  bfjfh  places,  was  running  in  too  big  a 
volume.  Trout  fisbf'rs  were  out  on  Easter  Monday  and 
Tuesday  on  various  pirts  of  the  Dover  Beck,  and  sundry 
brace  of  fish  were  creeled  by  the  aid  of  bottom  bait  News 
from  the  lowfr  Trent  is  of  a  startling  character.  It  reads 
as  follows  :  "  Considerable  sensation  has  been  aroused  in 
Stockwith  ar.d  the  adjoining  Trentside  villages  by  the 
capture  of  a  young  whale  in  the  Trent  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Idle.  A  young  man  named  Farr  saw  the  strange  animal 
disporting  itself  in  a  rather  tight  spot  at  the  entrance 


to  the  Idle^  and  after  several  endeavours  succeeded 
in  hooking  it  (with  what?).  With  tlie  assistance  of  a 
number  of  other  personSj  the  budding  leviathan  was 
hauled  ashore,  and  on  being  measured  it  was  found  to 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  The  species  of  the  whale  is  not 
announced.  It  is  on  record  that  a  large  shark  was,  many 
years  ago,  captured  at  Gainsborough,  but,  so  far  as  is 
known,  this  is  the  first  time  that  a  whale  has  got  so  far 
out  of  its  course  as  Stockwith.  It  is,  however,  asserted 
that  a  few  years  Vack  a  wh;ile,  weighing  over  two  tons, 
was  caught  near  Owston  Ferry,  which  is  four  miles  lower 
down  the  river  than  Stockwith."  The  Kendal  otter 
hounds  met  on  the  Greet  on  Thursday,  and  next  week  I 
hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  record  their  doings.  Sir  Henry 
Bromley,  of  Stoke  Hall,  had  very  kindly  sent  me  an 
invitation  to  attend  the  ousting  of  otters  known  to  inhabit 
the  noted  trout  tributary  of  the  Trent. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  Easter  holidays  have  again  demonstrated  to  the 
fullest  extent  the  glorious  uncertainty  of  the  English 
weather.  Good  Friday  was  a  most  wretched  day,  and 
those  anglers  who  had  looked  forward  to  commencing  sport 
on  that  day  had  to  postpone  their  outing.  Since  then  the 
weather  has  been  on  the  whole  very  favourable  for  fishing, 
and  as  the  trout  season  may  now  be  considered  to  be  in 
full  swing,  most  of  the  waters  have  been  well  patronised. 
The  river  Amber,  which  is  within  easy  reach  of  Sheffield, 
has  fished  fairly  well,  the  free  portions  of  the  river  pro- 
viding some  decent  sized  trout ;  whilst  the  members  of 
the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society,  who  rent  a  stretch 
of  water  near  Amber  Mill,  have  done  very  well,  the  water 
being  in  fine  condition,  and  the  trout  taking  the  worms 
to  the  utmost  satisfaction  of  the  fishermen.  Between 
Millhouses  and  Beaucbief  the  river  Sheaf  has  provided  very 
unsatisfactory  sport,  the  fact  being  that  building  opera- 
tions are  extending  too  rapidly  in  that  district  to  give  fish 
much  of  a  chance.  The  river  Loxley  has  been  well  looked 
after,  with  the  result  that  several  nice  takes  of  capital 
trout  have  been  made.  The  Damflask  reservoir,  belonging 
to  the  Sheffield  Corporation,  always  contains  some  big 
fish,  but  the  number  of  tickets  issued  this  year  will  be 
strictly  limited ,  and  will  not  be  available  before  May  1. 
The  rivers  Wye  and  Derwent  may  now  be  said  to  have 
fully  recovered  from  the  intensely  cold  weather  of  a  fort- 
night ago,  and  are  now  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  In 
the  private  waters  at  Matlock  Bridge  and  Matlock  Bath 
anglers  have  had  a  good  time,  accounting  for  many  brace 
of  finely- conditioned  fish.  The  higher  reaches  of  both  the 
Wye  and  the  Derwent  have  been  providing  the  best  sport, 
and  the  conditions  for  fishing  are  improving  every  day. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Agreeable  weather  characterised  the  brief  Eastertide 
holiday  season,  and  the  Severn  and  tributaries  were  visited 
by  a  fairly  large  number  of  anglers.  Sport,  however, 
seems  to  have  been  anything  but  good,  and  little  worthy 
of  record  appears  to  have  been  done.  Most  of  our  Shrop- 
shire streams  are  yet  cold  in  temperature,  and  very  few 
rising  fish  are  to  be  observed.  Spinning  will  yield  the  best 
results  until  warmer  weather  comes,  but  if  sport  with  the 
fly  is  sought  in  spite  of  unpropitious  conditions  the  March 
Brown,  Red  Spinner,  and  one  or  other  of  the  Duns  will  be 
found  most  likely  to  kill.  A  rather  large  March  Brown, 
fished  wet,  is  perhaps  the  most  popular  of  all  flies  with 
Severn  anglers,  and  if  the  dark  patterns  fail,  a  yellow- 
bodied  one  may  often  be  substituted  with  advantage. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  was  all  an  angler  could  wish  this  Easter- 
tide, which  induced  many  to  seek  the  waterside  ;  but 
sport  among  the  trout  was  slow,  and  very  few  fish  were 
brought  home.  Some  of  our  clubs  do  not  commence  trout 
fishing  until  Good  Friday.  The  Izaak  Walton  Club  fished 
their  water,  and  took  some  quantity  of  fish,  but  they  were 
under  the  9in.  standard,  and  were  most  of  them  returned 
to  the  water  again.  The  Greenbacks  Club  fished  their 
water,  and  had  very  good  sport,  but  most  of  the  trout 
were  returned  to  the  water,  being  under  the  limit,  with 
one  exception,  and  that  was  a  grand  fish  over  21b.,  which 
was  caught  by  Mr.  Leach,  the  treasurer  of  the  club. 
There  were  some  very  fine  roach  taken  in  the  same 
water,  six  of  the  fish  weighed  over  51b.  The  Worcester 
City  Club  fished  their  water  on  Monday,  but  sport  was 
very  slow  indeed  ;  and  other  members  fished  the  Teme  in 
various  localities,  and  although  the  weather  was  so  fine, 
neither  minnow,  worm,  maggot,  or  fly  was  of  much  use. 
Some  whipped  the  water  for  hours,  and  tried  all  the  likely 
flies,  but  sport  was  almost  nil.  The  worm  proved  the 
best  killing  bait.  The  Pershore  Avon  Angling  Club  had 
an  important  meeting,  and  the  taking  of  immature  fish 
was  discussed  at  some  length  and  condemned.  Mr.  Jno. 
Taylor  proposed  a  rule  dealing  with  the  matter  as  follows  : 
"  That  no  fish  shall  be  taken  from  the  river  Avon,  or  any 
other  stream,  under  2oz  on  days  of  contest  or  any  other 
occasion  (unless  for  baits).  Any  member  infringing  this 
rule  shall  be  brought  before  the  committee  and  fined." 
Provisions  are  mide  to  decide  the  size  of  fish  on  days  of  com- 
petition, and  otherwise  to  remove  any  excuse  for  taking  fish 
under  size.  Several  members  strongly  supported  the  pro- 
position, and  it  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  unanimously 
carried,  and  the  president  (G.  Workman,  Esq  )  expressed 


A  Jerrt-boilt  Housb,  in  quite  an  aristocratic  part  of  London, 
the  other  day  literally  fell  down  aboot  its  occupier's  "ears.  Out- 
warflly  there  was  nothinfr  wrong  almost  to  the  very  last,  and 
when  the  catiistrophe  occurred  It  sprpod  consternation  throughout 
the  neighbourhood.  Many  people  suffering  from  ill-health  lipep 
up  a  brave  appearance,  and  no  one  l<nows  the  truth  until  it  is  too 
late.  They  go  about  deceiving  ihcinselves  as  well  as  others. 
Why,  oh  why  are  they  so  foolish  ?  Their  blood  is  impure,  their 
nerves  are  shattered,  dlseaae  is  eating  away  their  life.  Well- 
advised  indeed  are  they  if,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour,  they  turn  to 
Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment— remedies  which  give  new  life 
and  vigour  to  all  who  avail  themselves  of  them. 


the  great  pleaHure  he  felt  at  the  action  of  the  club,  as  the 
extensive  depletion  of  fish  in  the  Avon  had  become  a  very 
serious  matter,  and  he  hoped  the  great  angling  asscdiations 
would  also  earnestly  consider  the  matter,  and  use  every 
effoit  to  restore  the  river  Avon  to  what  it  formerly  was — 
one  of  the  best  coarse  fish  rivers  in  the  world.  The  taking 
of  small  fish  was  most  unsportsmanlike,  and  should  be 
stopped.  We  trust  every  man  deserving  the  name  of 
angler  will  do  his  best  to  help  the  club  in  carrying  tliis 
rule  into  effect. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  on  Good  Friday  was  cold  and  cheerless, 
with  a  tantalising  rain  falling  most  of  the  day.  It  seemea 
as  if  the  conditions  which  earlier  in  the  week  rendered 
angling  disappointing  were  returning;  but  a  favourable 
change  gradually  advanced,  and  springlike  weather  has 
prevailed  during  the  early  days  of  the  month.  The  higher 
temperature  has  been  favourable  to  fly  fishing,  which  has 
been  pursued  with  success  on  most  waters.  The  best 
streams  are  well  stocked,  and  the  fish,  moreover,  are  care- 
fully preserved.  The  Wharfe,  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  Eye, 
and  Derwent  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  the  recent 
showers,  whilst  freshening  the  landscapes  and  enhancing 
the  natural  beauty  of  the  country  through  which  the  rivers 
flow,  giving  a  little  more  life  to  the  still  waters ;  the 
gusty  winds,  too,  which  have  not  been  too  strong,  having 
a  beneficial  effect.  Some  trout  in  prime  condition  have 
been  hooked.  The  York  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  held  a 
meeting  a  few  days  ago,  and  aired  a  feV  of  their  more 
prominent  grievances.  One  of  these  was  the  question 
of  the  river  Ouse,  and  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  passed  :  "  That  the  Amalgamation  waters 
on  the  Ouse  be  closed  during  the  close  season 
for  fresh-water  fish,  and  that  the  resolution  come 
into  force  at  once."  It  may  be  explained  that  the 
Melbourne  Club  had  called  the  attention  of  the  amalga- 
mation to  the  desirability  of  memorialising  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  to  close  the  Ouse  during  the  period  stated, 
and  to  prohibit  the  use  of  click  nets.  This  suggestion  was 
generally  approved,  but  so  as  to  give  strength  to  the  claim 
on  the  board,  the  above  resolution  was  brought  forward. 
The  amalgamation,  in  order  to  participate  in  the  advantage 
derived  from  the  consignment  of  young  trout  by  the 
fishery  board,  have  had  to  look  out  for  a  more  suitable 
stream  to  receive  the  fish  than  any  of  the  waters  at  their 
disposal,  and  they  have  succeeded  in  acquiring  several 
miles  of  excellent  trout  water.  Many  York  anglers  feel 
sore  on  account  of  an  intimation  that  the  fishery  board  has 
cincelled  the  order  with  the  Wyresdale  authorities,  and 
an  explanation  of  the  situation  is  awaited  with  interest. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Childon. — At  Bynsford  the  Plough  Inn,  or  Red  Lion 
at  Farningham.  

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.l 


A  YANKEE  LYCHNOBITE. 

Dear  Sir, — A  few  weeks  ago  "  Dragnet  "  noted  that 
the  Lychnobites  were  to  have  a  grand  "  smoker,"  and  that 
he  had  dropped  in  at  a  committee  meeting,  and  found 
certain  members,  named,  "  under  full  pressure  of  steam." 
As  I  am  a  lyehnobite  of  long  standing,  and  an  angler  as 
well,  I  am  eligible  to  membership  in  that  club  or  society, 
provided  they  do  not  put  the  moral  or  mental  standard  too 
high.  I  was  an  angler  first  and  a  lyehnobite  afterward, 
but  that  might  not  lead  to  a  number  of  hh  ck  balls  if  the 
fact  that  I  was  in  prison  for  eight  and  a  half  months  could 
be  overlooked.  I  might  as  well  state  that  I  was  in  prison 
once,  and  only  once,  as  to  have  it  come  out  after  I  had 
been  proposed  as  a  member,  but  then  I  live  "  across  the 
crick,"  and  couldn't  attend  meetings,  so  let  that  go. 

The  name  of  the  society  attracted  me  long  ago,  and  I 
pondered  on  it,  wondering  if  they  worked  in  the  dark  of 
the  moon,  in  private  ponds,  or  only  worked  o'  nights  in 
the  club-room.    Byron  was  a  lyehnobite,  and  wrote  : 

"  Most  glorious  night ! 
Thou  wert  not  sent  for  slumber  !  " 

The  fact  that  "  Mr.  Tom  Pedley,  Mr.  Gus  Cannell, 
Messrs.  L.  A.  Swalthy,  C.  Townsend,  W.  J.  Povey,  and 
Tom  Edwards  "  were  "under  full  pressure  of  steam," 
while  "  Mr.  West  and  Mr.  L.  Chaplais  were  working  hard 
in  a  good  cause,"  raised  the  questions  why  only  two  should 
be  working,  and  upon  what  the  other  gentleman  got  up 
steam.  As  a  lyehnobite  who  is  past  six  score,  and  who 
has  experimented  somewhat  with  "  steam,"  let  me  warn 
them  against  Pelusian  wine,  which  in  England  is  heavier 
than  the  German  article,  and  hath  a  somnolent  spirit  in  it, 
which  is  a  foe  to  lychnobites  ;  rather  let  them  partake,  in 
moderation,  of  something  more  warming  and  cheering, 
not  the  doleful  Lachryma  Christi  from  Vesuvius,  nor 
Liebfraunemilch  from  the  Rhine,  but  rather  the 
Usquebaugh  from  the  hills  which  unfolds  the  ragx  of  the 
brain,  and  makes  it  active  and  fit  for  (k)nightly  labour. 

Somehow  I  like  these  "  like  no-bite  "  duffers,  for  I've 
fished  many  a  day  with  no  result,  and  then  stuck  out  my 
chin  and  said  ;  "  It  is  not  all  of  fishing  to  fish,  I  was  not 
out  for  fish,  but  took  a  rod  to  knock  down  a  few  cherries 
as  I  strolled  along  viewing  the  beauties  of  nature."  Even 
a  lyehnobite  must  admit  that  a  fellow  must  lie  once  in  a 
while,  because  it  is  easier  than  to  wear  one's  heart  upon 
his  sleeve  for  "  jays  "  to  peck  at.  Of  course,  the  anglers 
of  England  know  that  there  is  no  "  daw"  in  all  Yankee- 
land,  and  that  their  Transatlantic  consins  miscall  a  yokel 
a  "jay.' 

Again  the  question :  Why  do  they  like-no-bites  If 
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they  are  night  fishers  as  well  as  what  fat  Jack  called 
"  minions  of  the  moon,"  then  let  me  recommend  to  them 
a  most  beautiful  word  picture  on  night  fishing  by  a  Mr. 
W.  Shakes  Beer.  I  quote  from  memory,  please  excuse 
mistakes  and  a  bad  pen. 

' '  How  sweet  the  moonlight  sleeps  upon  this  bank  ! 
Here  will  we  sit  and  get  our  tackle  out. 
While  heavy  throated  frogs  do  stun  our  ears 
With  communistic  croakings  like  the  anarchist. 
Come,  sit  thee  down,  and  let  the  songs  of  skeeters 
Creep  in  our  ears  ;  soft  stillness  and  the  night 
Become  the  touches  »f  sweet  harmony. 
Sit,  Jess,  my  boy  :  Look  how  the  surface  of  the  pond 
Is  thick  inlaid  with  frog-spittle  of  bright  green  ; 
There's  ague  in  it ;  don't  cast  there 
Because  perchance  you'll  only  hook  '  blind  eels,' 
As  urchins  term  the  pond  weed,  or  a  snag. 
Give  me  another  grub ;  now  cast  yonder 
Among  the  lily  pids,  and  I'll  bet  you  seven  shillings 
You'll  hook  a  gudgeon  before  your  line  gets  down. 
Look  !  Jess,  my  boy  :   How  those  tadpoles  swim  ! 
There's  not  the  smallest  pollywog  which  thou  beholdest, 
But  in  his  motion  like  an  angel  sings ; 
Still  quiring  to  the  young  eyed  sticklebacks  : 
Such  harmony  is  in  the  wide-mouthed  bullhead. 
But  while  this  muddy  pickerel  weed 
Doth  grossly  close  it  in  we  cannot  hear  it." 
The  author  pf  these  lines,  if  I  have  quoted  him  correctly, 
was  a  lychnobite^  but  it  is  rumoured  that  he  is  dead,  there- 
fore he  couldn't'get  into  the  society  if  he  tried.  Perhaps 
I  couldn't,  and  I  wont  try,  there's  too  much  "  agin  "  me, 
but  I'd  like  to  be  with  'em,  no  matter  if  they  do  work 
their  neighbour's  chicken  roosts  at  night.    A  chicken  is  a 
mighty  good  bird.    He  is  an  P.R.S.,  and  don't  you  forget 
it,  for  he  is  good  fried,  roasted,  or  stewed,  just  like  an 
oyster,  and  the  oyster  is  often  a  fellow  in  royal  society. — 
Yours  truly,  Fred  Mather. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

[Col.  Fred  Mather  was  an  officer  in  the  "  Army  of  the 
Potomac,"  1862-G5,  but  was  a  prisoner  of  war  from 
June  16,  1864,  to  March  1,  1865,  and  it  is  to  this  that  he 
refers  when  he  says  he  was  "  in  prison."  He  entered  the 
army  as  a  private,  and  fought  through  the  American  Civil 
War,  coming  out  as  a  captain,  and  when  his  country 
declared  war  with  Spain  last  year  he  raised  a  regiment, 
and  was  appointed  lieut.-colonel.  He  thought  there  was 
one  more  campaign  in  him  if  it  could  be  got  out  at  once, 
and  he  was  longing  for  one  more. — Ed.] 


A  PISHING  FLOAT  INSIDE  A  MAN. 

Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  is  from  the  Leamington 
Courier  of  April  1.  As  we  hear  complaints  of  the  increas- 
ing number  of  anglers,  the  publication  of  it  broadcast 
might  deter  some  from  practising  such  a  dangerous  sport. 
We  all,  or  most  of  us,  know  of  the  man  who  Cirried  worms 
in  his  month,  but  he  drew  the  line  at  floats.  Surely  this 
is  a  record. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  Hobson. 

Leamington  Spa. 

"  A  Remarkable  Bxpeeience.  —  The  Warneford 
Hospital  contains  a  patient  at  the  present  time  who  has 
passed  through  a  rather  remarkable  experience.  His 
name  is  Alcock,  and  he  belongs  to  Leamington,  being  the 
son  of  Mr.  Alcock,  shoeing  smith,  Windsor-street.  Some 
few  weeks  ago  he  experienced  great  pain  in  one  of  his 
thighs,  and  as  a_  result  became  an  in-patient  of  the 
Warneford  Hospital.  Investigation  and  examination 
established  beyond  doubt  the  presence  of  some  foreign 
substance  in  the  thigh,  and  an  operation  was  in  due  course 
performed.  It  was  then  found  the  foreign  body  consisted 
of  a  porcupine  float  used  on  a  fishing  line,  which  the 
young  man  is  supposed  to  have  accidentally  swallowed, 
about  a  year  ago.  Assuming  the  float  was  swallowed — 
and  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  its  being  where  it  was  found 
had  it  not  been — it  must  have  worked  its  way  through  the 
stomach  into  the  thigh,  here  Betting  up  the  irritation 
which  led  to  its  removal.  Since  the  operation  the  patient 
has  been  making  a  speedy  recovery.  A  singular  feature  of 
the  case  is  that  he  has  no  recollection  of  ever  having 
swallowed  the  float." 

[It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  an  angler  to  "take 
his  hook,"  but  this  is  the  first  we  have  heard  of  one 
taking  his  float. — Ed.] 


DO  SEVERN  SALMON  TAKE  A  PLY  ? 

Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  whether  the  salmon  in 
Severn  take  the  fly  as  a  rule,  so  aa  to  make  it  worth  while 
using  that  only  ? — Yours  truly,  Fly  Man. 

[We  have  heard  of  salmon  being  taken  occasionally  with 
the  fly  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Severn,  but  not  lately.  It 
is  waste  of  time  to  goto  the  Severn  to  fly-fish  for  salmon 
or  angle  for  salmon  in  any  way. — Ed. J 


PISHING  IN  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  of 
any  place  in  Wales  where,  for  a  moderate  expenditure,  I 
can  get  a  week's  board-lodging  and  trout  fishing  ?  Are 
Welsh  trout  better  worth  catching  than  the  wretched 
little  sprats  they  call  trout  in  Devonshire  ?— Yours  faith- 
fully,   Medicus. 

PISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
subscribers  can  tell  me  whether  there  is  any  trout  fishing 
to  be  had  at  this  time  of  year  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
/.iirich  (Switzerland),  either  by  payment  or  otherwise  ? — 
Yours  truly,    Marina  Jones. 

GENTLES  BRED  IN  WINTER. 
SlE, — "  Possdyke,"  in  his  exhaustive  and  interesting 
article  on  the  above  subject,   saye  that  hia  gentles 
were  far  superior  to  those  supplied  by  a  certain  dealer 
who  advertised  in  the   Fishing   Gazette ;   but,  from 


what  I  have  heard  how  gentles  are  bred  in  winter  on  a 
large  scale,  I  am  afraid  ' '  Possdyke  "  would  be  out  of  pocket 
if  he  supplied  the  public  throughout  the  winter  with  gentles 
bred  as  he  suggests.  He  says  :  "  True,  they  are  not  to  be 
had  freshly  bred  (i  e.,  in  the  winter)."  But  I  saytheyare 
to  be  had  freshly  bred,  and  are  kept  in  damp  golden  sand, 
and  sold  at  several  shops  in  London  and  elsewhere." 

The  finest  gentles  I  ever  saw  were  bred  from  the  best 
rump  steak  and  a  sheep's  head,  being  larger  than  gentles 
even  bred  from  liver;  but  what  dealer  could  stand  this 
expense  ?  None  of  these  gentles  bred  in  the  winter,  that 
I  have  used,  were  so  large  and  vigorous  as  those  bred  in 
the  summer,  and  I  feel  sure  that  they  never  will  be 
whilst  the  present  artificial  method  is  followed.  Mr.  C. 
H.  Wheeley,  in  his  book  "  Coarse  Fish,"  published  by 
Lawrence  and  BuUen,  says,  of  these  gentles,  "  In  winter 
fishing  I  keep  a  small  supply  from  the  gentle  bag  in  a  tin 
box,  in  a  warm  pocket,  or  warm  the  box  in  the  hand  ;  the 
warmth  makes  the  gentles  stir,  and  puts  them  in  fine 
condition  for  the  hook ;  they  soon  die  in  cold  water,  when 
I  pull  them  all  off,  and  entirely  renew  the  bait."— I  am, 
&c.,  ____  Just  So. 

PISHING  IN  LOCH.PYNE. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  by  D.  MacBrayne's  steamers  and  a 
yacht  been  as  far  north  as  Oban  some  time  since,  I 
noticed,  especially  with  regard  to  fishing,  the  appearance 
of  Loch  Gilp,  which  runs  north  to  Lochgilphead. 

The  Glasgow  steamers  lona  or  Cohniiha  run  to 
Ardrishaig,  where  is  good  yacht  anchorage.  A  large 
patt  of  Loch  Gilp  becomes  dry  at  low  water  ;  and,  passing 
in  a  machine,  I  noticed  innumerable  lug  worm  casts, 
which  would  supply  unlimited  bait  for  plaice.  There  is  a 
range  of  rock  alongshore,  S.E.  by  B.,  for  about  two  miles, 
depth  from  three  to  seven  fathoms,  and  a  mile  beyond  are 
forty-eight  fathoms,  and,  no  doubt,  congers  in  plenty,  as 
Scotchmen  dislike  congers  and  all  kinds  of  eels  as  food. 
Ardrishaig  is  a  great  herring  station,  and  often  plenty 
can  he  had  for  bait.  The  side  fins  of  plaice  will  catch 
skate,  and  with  this  bait  my  friend  caught  one  of  601b., 
and  afterwards,  on  a  long  line,  another  of  lOOIb. 

Loch  Fyne,  just  off  the  point,  is  three  and  three-quarter 
miles  wide,  and  elevations  of  bottom  are  continual  for 
two  miles  south,  and  from  five  to  depth  of  forty-two 
fathoms.  The  chart  of  Loch  Fyne  is  on  the  table  before 
me. — Yours  truly,  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 

HOW  THE  T.A.P.S.  TREATS  ITS  FRIENDS. 

The  Thames  honorary  river  keepers  have  received 
the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Gough,  the  secretary  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy : 

"  Victoria  Embankment,  E.C. 

"  Dear  Sir, — The  conservators  have  received  represen- 
tations from  the  Thames  Argling  Preservation  Society  as  to 
the  desirability  of  further  restricting  the  use  of  the  cast 
net  in  the  river,  and  the  society  suggest  that  only  those 
holders  of  deputations  who  are  professional  fishermen 
should  have  the  power  to  use  the  net  in  future. 

"  The  conservators  concur  in  this  view,  as  they  feel  the 
proposal  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  be  of  advantage  in 
the  interests  of  the  fishery,  and  they  propose  that  from 
and  after  April  1  only  such  holders  of  deputations  as  are 
fishermen  registered  under  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws 
shall  be  allowed  to  use  the  oast  net. 

"  The  conservators  trust  they  may  rely  on  your  ready 
acquiescence  in  the  above,  and  they  will  feel  obliged  if  you 
will  not,  after  the  date  named,  use  a  cast  net  in  the  river. 
— I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully,    "  James  H.  Godgh." 

The  T.A.P.S._  has  thus  robbed  its  appointed  honorary 
keepers  of  a  privilege  which  a  deputation  carries,  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  society  wUl  lose  many  friends  through 
their  action.  It  may  be  well  to  explain  briefly  the  situa- 
tion. The  T.A.P.S.  has  for  some  time  recommended 
certain  anglers  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  to  act  as 
honorary  river  keepers.  This  has  always  carried  with  it 
the  right  of  using  the  cast  net.  Pew  of  the  honorary 
keepers  have  ever  taken  advantage  of  this,  but  have  always 
had  the  pleasure  (if  it  is  one)  of  knowing  that  if  they 
wished  to  do  so  they  might.  Now  the  T.  A.P.  S.  has  robbed 
them  of  this.  Surely  if  the  T.A.P.S.  cannot  trust  the 
people  they  recommend  for  a  deputation  to  use  a  cast  net 
the  society  cannot  trust  them  with  the  powers  of  assistant 
river  keepers. 

In  conversation  with  a  member  of  the  T.A.P.S.  com- 
mittee I  learned  that  some  discussion  had  arisen  through 
the  holder  of  a  deputation  beiog  suspected  of  using  a 
cast  net  and  selling  bait,  and,  therefore,  the  society 
recommended  this  method  of  stamping  it  out.  Surely 
the  T.A.P.S.  might  have  withdrawn  the  deputation,  and 
thus  stopped  any  illegal  transactions.  Now  they  have 
insulted  all  their  honorary  keepers,  because  by  their  action 
they  clearly  prove  that  they  cannot  trust  them. 

It  may  be  generally  known  that  I  hold  a  deputation, 
and  it  may  be  thought  that  this  is  a  personal  matter,  so  I 
just  add  that  on  no  account  would  I  accept  a  deputation 
from  the  T.A.P.S.  I  received  mine  from  the  Conservancy 
direct,  and  although  I  have  had  the  power  to  use  a  cast 
net  for  some  years  I  never  have  done  so,  and  I  have  no 
cast  net  if  I  wished  to  do  so.  But  what  I  strongly  object 
to  is  this  shabby  treatment  by  the  T.A.P.S.  of  its  own 
honorary  keepers.  I  hear,  too,  that  not  only  does  this 
affect  those  with  deputations  in  the  lower  reaches,  but 
honorary  keepers  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  river  have 
been  requested  not  to  use  the  cast  net,  so  that  the  up-river 
anglers  who  hold  deputations  have  something  to  be  thank- 
ful to  the  T.A.P.S.  for. 

So  far  as  Kingston  is  concerned,  the  only  person  I  have 
ever  seen  use  the  cast  net  is  Johnson,  the  fisherman,  for 
bait  for  his  customers.  I  do  not  believe  any  fish  are 
caught  by  these  nets  and  sent  away  for  bait,  and  if  the 
T.A.P.S.  knew  of  one  of  its  own  keepers  doing  this,  why 
did  they  not  withdraw  the  deputation  f  If  the  society 
want  to  stop  dace  being  sent  to  the  market  there  ia  the 


proper  way  of  doing  it,  for  the  fish  that  are  sent  away  are 
oanght  by  rod  and  Une^  and  the  T.A.P.S.  officials  know  it 
and  have  often  stated  it.  But,  there,  where  are  the  paid 
river  keepers  to  look  after  this  ?  There  are  none,  and  the 
so-called  preservation  work  is  therefore  disgusting  and 
heartbreaking  to  those  who  really  have  an  interest  in  the 
river.  P.  H.  Amphlett, 

[We  cannot  suppose  that  it  was  ever  intended  that 
honorary  river  keepers  should  have  the  right  to  use  a  oast 
net  to  take  bait  in  the  Thames,  as  it  would  be  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  professional  fishermen. — Ed.] 


SCOTCH  SEA  FISHERY  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  recommend  Mr.  G.  de  Manpaa  to 
take  steamer  to  Oban  and  look  up  Mr.  Munroe,  who  is  well 
up  in  this  class  of  information,  and  does  a  large  business, 
besides  being  a  yacht  agent. 

If  Mr.  Munroe  approves,  I  would  suggest  Tobermory  as 
the  stopping  place,  which  is  a  trifle  more  than  a  nautical 
mile  from  Runa  Gal  Lighthouse,  at  the  north  entrance  of 
the  Sound  of  Mull,  the  chart  of  which,  including  the 
N.W.  coast  of  that  island,  lies  spread  on  the  table  before 
me.  The  bay  of  Tobermory  is  a  grand  natural  harbour, 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  in  length  and  six  cables  in  width, 
and  Calla  Isle,  a  mile  long,  protects  it  from  the  east ;  but 
as  the  coast  of  Argyll  is  only  a  mile  off,  there  is  much 
shelter  unless  the  winds  blow  from  N.  by  W.,  or  S.  by  B., 
the  direction  of  Mull  Sound.  Close  to  Tobermory  town 
is  good  anchorage  in  from  six  to  twenty  fathoms,  mud 
bottom.  H.  water,  fall  and  C.  Tobermory  Bay, 
Vh.  36m.  Spring  tides  rise  13ft  ;  neap  to  9Jft.  Close 
to  all  rocky  cliffs,  in  the  West  Highlands,  where  I  have 
fished,  I  have  caught  pollack,  and  the  more  open  the  place 
the  larger  the  fish.  Lesa  than  six  miles  from  Tobermory 
is  the  "  fishing  bank,"  a  little  more  than  a  mile  from  the 
shore,  where  all  kinds  of  fish  frequenting  the  coast  may  be 
expected. 

I  should  advise  hia  taking  at  least  a  dozen  of  the  india- 
rubber  spinning  sand  eels,  red,  white,  and  black,  at  4s. 

Eer  dozen,  and  also  half  dozen  largest  size  at  9s.  per  dozen ; 
alf  dozen  3ft.  collars  of  "double  and  three  of  treble  salmon 
gut,  two  strong  brass  swivels  on  each  an  inch  long,  from 
C.  and  R.  Brooks,  62,  Southside-street,  Plymouth;  and 
a  similar  lot  from  Mr.  W.  Hearder,  195,  Union-street. 
You  get  off  these  coasts  pollack  of  151b.  or  more  at  times, 
to  say  nothing  of  coal  fish  (stenlocks),  possibly  larger. 
Most  people  are  not  prepared  with  stout  enough  snooding 
on  their  hooks.  An  acquaintance  showed  me  his  hands 
scored  with  cuts  (lately  healed)  caused  by  these  huge  fish, 
for  which  tarpon  tackle  would  seem  not  too  stout,  with  its 
appurtenances,  to  be  seen  at  the  Army  and  Navy  Stall,  at 
the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Aquarium,  Westminster,  or  their 
warehouse. 

I  strongly  advise  him  to  purchase  this  chart,  price  43. 
—title,  "  Sound  and  North- West  Coast  of  Mull " — of  Mr. 
J.  D.  Potter,  81,  Poultry,  London.  Get  it  sent  on  a 
roller  to  avoid  breakage.  It  ia  a  most  useful  and  lovely 
work  of  art,  reaching  from  Lismore  to  Staffa,  thence  to 
Ardnamurchan,  on  to  Loch  Sunart,  thence  to  Bona 
Gal  Light  and  Tobermory.  There  are  two  views  of  Ardna- 
murchan Lighthouse  and  one  of  Runa  Gal.  If  a  yacht  is 
wanted,  ask  Mr.  Munroe  if  he  has  the  Plymouth  yacht  in 
his  hands,  seventeen  tors,  owned  some  time  since  by  Mr. 
L.  If  he  takes  with  him  a  peck  of  mussels,  he  may 
poeaibly  get  pLaice  or  dabs  in  the  harbour,  or  a  large 
pollack  on  a  stray  line,  at  or  after  dnak. — Yours  truly, 
—  J.  C.  Wilcocks. 
FISHING  AT  COLNBROOK. 

Sir, — Could  you  kindly  inform  me  through  the  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  if  the  river  Golne,  from  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Bridge  to  Colnbrook,  is  public  or  private 
property  ?  And  if  private,  could  you  kindly  publish  the 
address  with  the  name  of  the  lessee  ? — Yours  respectfully, 

J.  HCNT. 

[The  Colne  is  private  from  the  G.W.R.  Bridge,  and 
leave  very  rarely  given.  The  gravel  tiits  outside  Colnbrook 
Station  are  the  property  of  G.W.R. ,  and  leave  must  be 
obtained  to  fish.  Some  good  fish  at  times  are  taken  here  ; 
also  at  Colnbrook  (river  Colne).  Mr.  Gallon,  of  Star  and 
Garter  Hotel,  will  let  you  fish  from  his  garden,  at  the  end 
of  which  runs  the  Colne.  There  is  a  big  pond  at  Horton, 
off  the  Bath-road,  Colnbrook,  for  tench,  bream,  pike, 
perch,  &c.  Mr.  Dunham,  of  the  Five  Bells,  Horton,  wCl 
direct  jou  to  the  spot.  It  is  free  fishing.  The  Anglers' 
Association  has  a  stretch  of  the  Colne  at  Horton  open  to 
its  members.   Particulars  also  at  the  Five  Bells.] 


REPORTED  NETTING  OP  THE  TEME  AT 
LUDLOW. 

Dear  Sir, — While  reading  your  fishing  reports  of  last 
week  I  was  surprised  to  see  in  the  reports  a  portion  which 
I  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention  to,  in  which  it  states 
that  there  are  said  to  have  been  signs  of  netting  in  some 
of  the  private  waters  below  Ludlow.  I  beg  to  contradict 
such  a  statement,  and  to  state  that  I  travel  the  said 
waters  twice  a  week  at  the  least,  and  I  have  not  seen  the 
least  aigns  of  any  netting  having  taken  place  this  season. 
I  have  even  taken  notice  of  all  footmarks  by  the  side  of 
the  fords,  and  I  can  account  for  all  of  them,  as  I  know  for 
certain  the  anglers  that  have  been  on  both  sidea  of  the 
river  since  the  trout  season  opened.  It  brings  back  to  my 
memory  the  case  of  a  man  who  once  said  that  he  saw 
some  trout  which  were  caught  with  the  net,  also  he  knew 
samlet  from  trout,  but  when  brought  face  to  face  with  the 
fish  he  knew  nothing  at  all  about  it.  If  your  corre- 
spondent should  hear  anything  of  the  kind  again,  he 
should  ask  his  authority  to  let  him  see  it,  or  come  to  me  to 
know  if  it  is  the  truth^  as  I  should  only  be  too  pleased  to 
give  him  any  information  on  the  point,  and  then  he  would 
be  able  to  state  facts,  not  hearsay.  I  did  not  intend  to 
trouble  to  contradict  it,  but  I  am  requested  do  so  on 
behalf  of  myself  and  others  interested. 

Arthur  Fblton  (Water  Bailiff). 


April  15,  1899] 
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A  PLEA  FOR  STEAM  TRAWLING.* 


Among  the  men  whose  lives  have  been  devoted 
to  the  study  of  sea  fish,  a  head  and  shoulders 
above  all  stands  Professor  W.  C.  Mcintosh,  of 
St.  Andrew's.  Whenever  a  skilled  referee  has 
been  required  on  fishing  matters,  he  has  been  and 
will  be  called  in.  His  book,  "  The  Familiar 
History  of  our  Marine  Food- Fishes,"  published  in 
1897,  is  a  most  admirable  work,  and,  indeed, 
may  be  looked  upon  as  the  standard  text- book  on 
the  subject. 

It  is  with  mingled  feelings  that  his  new  work 
on  "  The  Resources  of  the  Sea  "  must  be  regarded. 
As  concerns  the  early  life  history,  both  in  its 
purely  scientific  and  practical  aspects,  no  one  has 
a  more  perfect  grip  of  the  subject  than  Professor 
Mcintosh,  and  were  it  wise  ever  to  bow  merely 
to  the  authority  of  a  name  in  any  instance  what- 
ever, then  this  is  the  name  par  excellence  to  whom 
all  should  submit.  But  scientific  arguments, 
especially  such  as  lead  to  important  practical 
results,  require  to  be  carried  on  without  respect 
of  persons,  and  with  a  view  only  to  the  ultimate 
ends  to  be  reached. 

In  most  works  a  great  deal  may  be  drawn 
from  the  preface  and  the  conclusion,  and  this 
book  proves  no  exception.  The  preface  prepares 
ns  for  a  critical  survey  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board  during  the 
last  ten  years,  especially  when  certain  areas — 
St.  Andrew's  Bay,  the  Firth  of  Forth,  the 
Firth  of  Clyde,  and  the  Murray  Firth- 
were  closed  against  trawling.  The  conclusion 
arrived  at  is  practically  that  the  supply  of 
fish   can  never  be  materially  affected  by  the 

•  Tb£  Kksocrcks  or  thk  Ska.  By  Professor  W.  C. 
McInto«h.    C.  J.  Clay  and  Sons.    London,  18'M. 


efforts  of  man.  Professor  Mcintosh  therefore  dis- 
approves of  protection,  and  recommends  trust  in 
Divine  Providence  rather  than  restrictive  legisla- 
tion. The  grounds  on  which  he  suggests  faith, 
rather  than  works,  are  the  results  obtained  by  the 
Garland,  the  makeshift  vessel  of  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board,  when  trawling  in  the  closed  areas. 
On  page  233  he  states  that  the  period  of  ten 
years,  when  the  tables  quoted  were  compiled, 
"  affords  certain  important  data,  especially  in 
conjunction  with  previous  observations,  carefully 
made  and  free  from  any  disturbing  element." 
It  mijrht  have  been  as  well  if,  before  coming  to 
any  definite  conclusions  either  one  way  or  the 
other,  that  the  author  should  have  noted  care- 
fully the  results  of  fishing  not  only  within  the 
closed  areas,  but  also  outside  in  British  waters. 
On  page  241  he  states  that  "  The  returns  from 
the  various  centi-es  all  over  the  country  have  for 
the  most  part  steadily  increased  since  1884,  and 
though  it  is  true  that  large  quantities  are 
captured  on  the  Great  Fisher  Bank,  Iceland,  and 
other  regions  at  a  distance  from  British  waters 
proper,  yet  this  is  due  to  the  more  remunerative 
nature  of  the  worh,  and  not  to  the  dearth  of  fishes  in 
the  seas  at  home.''  The  italics  are  ours,  and  not 
the  author's,  and  the  reason  they  are  inserted  is 
that  this  statement,  though  made  with  all 
authority,  has  not  one  shadow  of  proof 
brought  forward  in  support  of  it;  and  further, 
indeed,  seems  to  be  contradicted  by  the 
unanimous  testimony  of  the  delegates  from 
the  Eastern  Counties  given  at  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Conference  last  year,  nineteen -twentieths  of  whom 
were  trawlers  and  fish  salesmen,  who  at  least 
ought  to  know  where  they  get  fish,  and  at  what 
price  it  can  be  sold. 

The  author  describes  the  scientific  biologist  as 
'■  a  close  observer  of  nature  ;  he  weaves  no  theories, 
and  is  not  incautious  in  deduction."  Would  that 
it  were  so.  It  is  surely  unwise  to  argue  about  the 
general  efi:'ect  of  steam  trawling  in  the  deep  sea 
from  the  statistics  afforded  by  inshore  trawling 
in  certain  closed  areas  during  the  daylight  hours. 
Another  deduction  which  seems  hardly  justified 
by  the  facts  appears  on  page  228,  where  the 
author  sajs  :  "Instead,  however,  of  placing  the 
onus  of  the  scarcify  on  any  method  of  fishing, 
such  as  trawling,  it  would  be  more  reasonable  to 
lay  the  blame  on  general  over-fishing."  This  is 
interesting  if  compared  with  page  241,  where 
"  scarcity  "  is  denied. 

It  is  well-known  to  all  persons  interested  in 
our  Naval  Reserve  that  the  fisher  class  have  been 
greatly  reduced  in  numbers  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  especially  line  and  net  fishermen,  while  the 
capturing  capacity  of  the  steam  trawler  has  been 
greatly  increased,  especially  by  the  use  of  the  otter 
trawl.  These  figures  are  borne  out  by  those  of  Pro- 
fessor Mcintosh,  who,  on  pages  78-95,  proves  that 
in  five  years  the  number  of  men  and  boys  on  line 
and  net  fishing  boats  propelled  by  sails  was 
reduced  from  45,629  to  38,126  (by  his  own  figures), 
with  an  increase  of  415  men  on  steam  trawlers 
and  liners — in  plain  English,  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  the  Scotch  fisher  class  of  over  sixteen 
per  cent,  between  1892  and  1897. 

Are  there  any  corresponding  benefits  as  regards 
our  fish-food  supply  ?  Improved  methods  usually 
give  cheaper  articles,  but,  as  regards  fish,  the 
present  methods  are  associated  with  enhanced 
prices. 

As  this  book  purports  to  be  an  impartial  review 
of  the  present  condition  and  future  prospects  of 
our  sea  fisheries,  one  is  surprised  to  find  certain 
little  paragraphs  which  are  apt  to  mislead  the 
superficial  reader.  Thus,  on  page  234  appears  the 
following  :  "  The  capture  of  small  fishes  by  either 
trawlers  or  liners  is  a  misfortune  for  the  country." 
This  would  imply  that  the  destruction  of  small 
fish  by  liners  is  to  be  compared  with  that  caused 
by  trawlers,  which  is  not  so.  Again,  on  page  228, 
it  is  stated  that  trawled  fish  "  on  an  average 
command  a  higher  price  than  line-caught  fishes ;  " 
but  it  is  not  stated  that  these  figures  are  taken  at 
the  port  of  entry,  and  not  on  the  wholesale  markets. 
Doubtless  at  the  port  of  entry,  especially  where 
railway  facilities  do  not  exist,  hook-caught  fish 
will  fetch  a  less  price  than  trawled  fish  delivered 
by  carriers  in  Aberdeen  or  London  ;  but,  given 
equal  facilities,  the  hook  fish  keeps  better  and 
fetches  the  best  price  on  the  central  fish  markets, 
a  fact  for  which  any  practical  fish  buyer  can 
vouch.  Again,  the  author  asks  why  the  dabs  have 
not  been  thinned  out  as  have  the  plaice,  and  goes 


on  to  remark  that  the  trawl  "  makes  no  discrimi- 
nation as  regards  species."  Surely  here  his 
knowledge  as  to  the  habitat  of  the  adult  dab 
ought  to  aid  him.  "  Practical  men,"  such  as  he 
speaks  of  disparagingly  on  pages  222,  223,  know 
that  the  dab  loves  rough  ground  or  little  patches 
amongst  rocks,  where  he  is  comparatively  safe 
from  the  trawl ;  and  that,  so  far,  the  trawl  exer- 
cises some  "  discrimination  as  regards  species." 

One  statement  on  page  76  is  certainly  apt 
to  mislead  persons  who  do  not  follow  fishing 
statistics  :  "  Undoubtedly  the  larger  and  more 
regular  supply  of  fishes  had  a  tendency  to 
diminish  value."  Will  it  be  believed  that,  in  the 
face  of  this  paragraph,  the  price  of  fish  has 
increased  considerably  during  the  last  ten  years, 
especially  that  of  prime  fiah. 

These  are  facts  which  may  be  deduced  by  any- 
one who  cares  to  see  the  figures  for  himself  in 
their  entirety  as  they  appear  in  the  annual 
reports  of  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board.  One 
interesting  fact  is  to  be  learned  on  p.  95 :  "  For 
fifteen  years  the  trawl  fishery  has  been  prosecuted 
with  vigour,  and  it  is  interesting  now  to  see  what 
areas  the  ships  frequent,  and  with  what  results. 
To  commence  with  the  more  northerly,  viz , 
Aberdeen,  at  which  trawling  has  made  great 
progress  since  the  former  date  (1884),  it  is  found 
that  whereas  the  chief  supplies  were  brought  from 
the  adjoining  sea  by  the  older  paddle  boats,  or 
from  the  Moray  Firth  by  the  more  powerful 
vessels,  much  of  the  supply  of  the  present  day 
comes  from  the  Great  Fisher  Bank  or  from 
Iceland."  An  interesting  commentary  on  the 
results  of  steam  trawling  as  regards  "  the  adjoin- 
ing sea." 

The  purely  scientific  deductions  which  are 
drawn  from  the  work  to  which  the  author  has 
devoted  his  life  are  summed  up  in  the  statement 
that  do  what  man  will  he  cannot  injure  the  sea 
fisheries.  It  is  unprofitable  to  discuss  these 
theories  more  fully  here,  but  they  remind  us  of 
the  anecdote  of  a  certain  man,  who,  having  been 
lodged  in  the  county  jail  for  some  misdemeanour, 
sent  for  his  solicitor,  and  laid  his  case  before  him. 
"  But,"  said  the  man  of  law,  "  they  can't  put  you 
in  jail  for  that."    To  which  his  client  replied 

tersely,   "D  n  it,  they    have."  Professor 

Mcintosh  says  that  man  cannot  seriously  injure 
our  sea  fisheries,  and  this  view  was  sturdily  main- 
tained at  last  year's  conference  by  Mr.  Baillie 
Pyper  and  the  Lord  Provost  of  Aberdeen.  The 
Hull  and  Grimsby  delegates  replied  at  that  meet- 
ing, not  by  argument,  but  by  unanimously 
agreeing  that  the  North  Sea  was  getting  fished 
out.  Pei'haps  the  most  remarkable  commentary 
on  Professor  Mcintosh's  statements  is  the  notice 
given  by  Messrs.  Hewitt  that  it  is  theii-  intention 
to  close  down  the  short  Blue  Fleet,  as  they  no 
longer  find  trawling  profitable  in  the  North  Sea. 
It  will  require  a  good  deal  of  scientific  argument 
on  the  other  side  to  explain  away  such  a  hard 
fact. 

After  careful  study  of  the  whole  of  this  work, 
the  preparation  of  which  has  no  doubt  taken 
many  months,  the  conclusion  must  be  anived  at 
perforce  that  it  will  most  certainly  add  nothing 
to  the  reputation  of  its  learned  author.  It  is  to 
be  devoutly  hoped  that  its  teaching  may  not  tend 
to  postpone  necessary  fishery  legislation  till  it  is 
too  late  to  repair  the  damage  caused  by  the  short- 
sighted policy  of  the  large  capitalists  during  the 
past  few  years. 


Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  "  Life  of  the 
Dtjke  OF  Wellington." — When  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  book  on  the  Duke  of  Wellington  is 
published  in  the  autumn  by  Messrs.  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
something  more  than  a  biography  in  the  ordinai-y 
sense  of  the  word.  It  will  record  the  re-birth,  so 
to  speak,  of  the  British  Army,  and  the  reform  of 
army  administration.  Sir  Arthni'  Wellesley 
found  the  army  in  a  condition  as  disgi-acefully 
neglected  as  that  in  which  Nelson  found  the 
Navy.  Without  tents  and  without  food,  Welling- 
ton's troops  in  the  Peninsula  were  for  a  consider- 
able time  in  as  sorry  a  plight  as  that  of  the 
Crimean  men  a  generation  later.  Another  side  of 
the  subject  is  presented  by  the  splendid  discipline 
and  the  eflBciency — especially  in  marksmanship — 
to  which  Wellington's  forces  attained  long  before 
their  work  in  the  Peninsula  was  finished.  All 
this,  we  understand,  will  be  made  clear  in  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell's  volimies. 
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CHEMISTRY  AND  ANGLING. 

An  instance  of  the  connection  between  chemis- 
try and  angling,  both  in  fresh  and  salt  water,  may 
possibly  be  of  use  to  brother  anglers  who  have 
not  hitherto  had  their  attention  called  to  the 
subject.  All  anglers  who  pay  attention  to  pike 
fishing  when  angling  with  live  bait,  are  accustomed 
to  place  their  bait-kettles  in  the  pond  or  river,  if 
the  local  conditions  permit  it.  They  should  sub- 
merge the  lid  of  the  bait  kettle,  which  is  commonly 
the  case,  but  for  what  reason  ?  The  answer  is,  "  to 
keep  the  baits  cool  and  admit  as  much  fresh  water 
as  possible,  so  that  the  baits  may  remain  vigorous 
until  required  for  use,"  as  the  water  may  have 
become  more  or  less  stale  whilst  journeying  to 
the  pond  or  river  they  have  chosen  to  fish.  Now, 
what  is  stale  water  P  It  is  water  deprived  of  its 
life- preserving  power.  And  what  is  that  power? 
It  is  oxygen  gas,  and  driven  off  by  heat  of  the 
sun  or  the  increase  of  the  tempei-ature  through  the 
effluvia  given  off  by  the  bait  fish  in  the  confined 
space  of  the  kettle,  which  causes  them  to  become 
sickly. 

The  water  being  now  contaminated  will  not  for 
long  continiie  to  support  fish  life,  for  the  fish  are 
practically  similarly  situated  to  the  unfortunate 
British  soldiers  imprisoned  by  Hyder  Ali  in  the 
Black  Hole  at  Calcutta,  who  died  from  the  heat 
and  the  impure  state  of  the  atmosphere  of  their 
narrow  prison,  whilst  many  were  trampled  to 
death  in  frantic  efforts  to  get  to  the  grating  which 
did  duty  for  a  window.  When  the  kettle  is  placed 
in  the  pond  or  river  the  temperature  of  the  water 
falls,  and  a  supply  of  oxygen  now  enters  the  holes 
iu  the  lid  of  the  kettle  with  the  fresh  water,  so 
that  the  vigour  of  the  baits  is  restored. 

Some  years  since,  whilst  residing  at  West 
Brighton,  on  a  visit  to  the  Aquarium,  I  observed 
some  sand  eels  in  one  of  the  tanks,  and  I  noticed 
they  were  in  a  position  quite  unnatural  for  fish 
to  take,  as  they  were  nearly  perpendicular  in  the 
water,  and  gasping  for  breath,  with  their  noses 
just  clear  of  the  surface. 

The  sand  eels  are  members  of  the  Esooidx  or 
pike  family,  and  I  certainly  never  saw  a  pike  take 
up  a  position  identical  with  a  man  when  bathing, 
treading  water.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  that  they 
were  struggling  to  obtain  fresh  air  like  the 
prisoners  of  the  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta,  but  I  feel 
now  convinced  that  this  was  the  case.  I  have  no 
doubt  they  shortly  after  expired,  and  that  an 
inadequate  supply  of  oxygen  to  fish  of  so  delicate 
organisation  was  the  cause  of  death.  I  observed 
no  more  sand  eels  on  other  visits. 

On  another  occasion  I  happened  to  be  travel- 
ling between  Hull  and  Grimsby,  on  which  line 
one  often  meets  with  men  connected  with  the 
North  Sea  Fisheries;  and  a  man  connected  there- 
with being  a  fellow  passenger,  we  got  into  con- 
versation on  baits  for  cod,  and  especially  on 
lamperns  and  the  Teddington  fishery  for  them. 

He  informed  me  he  obtained  his  supply  from 
the  Yorkshire  rivers,  and  that  much  care  is 
requisite  to  keep  them  alive  for  bait. 

These  fish  are  placed  in  a  cask  of  water,  the 
cask  being  fitted  with  a  plunger,  and  a  man  and 
boy  travel  with  them  to  work  this  plunger  up  and 
down.  The  boy  has  to  take  his  turn  at  this  work, 
and  if  he  gets  remiss  or  sleepy  the  man  gives  him 
'■  what  for "  to  keep  him  up  to  his  duty.  I  am 
fond  of  fishing,  and  at  times  have  used  Devon 
and  Cornish  lamperns  for  pollack,  but  I  do  not 
bee  much  romance  in  lampern  plunging. 

Regarding  the  bearing  of  the  insufficient  supply 
of  oxygen  on  the  sand  eels  intended  for  live  bait 
fishing,  I  may  mention  the  following  occurrence 
in  connection  with  fishing  off  Shoreham,  at  a  spot 
known  as  the  "Billy  Boy,"  a  very  favourite 
giound,  about  four  miles  oft'  the  harbour,  for  good 
sized  pout,  codling,  black  bream  at  times,  and 
pollack,  the  latter  rarely  taken  in  any  ([uantity  by 
the  local  professional  fishermen  unless  they  have 
received  special  instruction  in  the  Channel  Island 
method  of  preserving  and  using  the  living  sand 
col  for  bait. 

An  amateur,  who  is  a  good  ground  fisherman, 
took  some  sand  eels  to  try  for  pollack  at  the 
•  Billy  Boy,"  in  consequence  of  my  writing  on  this 
living  bait  in  the  Field. 

Having  placed  the  sand  eels  (known  as  wriggles 
in  Sussex)  in  a  pail,  he  arrived  at  his  ground, 
and,  anchoring,  commenced  to  fish  with  the  sand 


eel  bait,  but  most  of  them  were  dying  or  dead, 
through  the  exhaustion  of  the  oxygen  in  the 
water  in  the  pail,  the  result  being  an  entire 
failure. 

On  my  first  visit,  however,  having  subsequently 
to  the  above  attempt  become  a  resident  at 
Shoreham,  I  visited  the  same  fishing  ground  with 
friends  whom  I  desired  to  make  acquainted 
with  this  method  of  fishing,  and  our  take 
amounted  to  twenty-six  pollack,  although  through 
a  very  light  wind  we  could  not  reach  the  coveted 
spot  as  soon  as  we  desired.  On  another  occasion 
we  took  fifty-thi-ee,  and  on  a  third,  sixty  pollack. 
On  the  fifty-three  day,  we  provided  an  excellent 
local  fisherman  with  live  sand  eel  bait,  enabling 
him  to  take  eight  pollack,  an  unusual  number  for 
any  local  man. 

If  the  local  fisherman  had  been  provided  with 
properly  fitted  pollack  lines  or  rod  tackle  he 
would  certainly  have  made  a  larger  bag,  but 
drift-lining  is  not  as  a  rule  understood  in  Sussex 
or  Kent,  nor  streaming,  as  it  is  followed  in  Devon 
and  Cornwall,  and  Ireland ;  and  as  that  valuable 
bait  the  pilchard  is  rai-ely  met  with  east  of 
Portland,  and  the  local  fishermen  have  not  yet 
recognised  in  any  numbers  the  value  of  the  living 
sand  eel  in  the  absence  of  the  pilchard,  quantities 
of  pollack  arrive  on  the  rocky  ground  and  depart, 
with  very  small  toll  being  taken  from  their 
shoals. 

The  experience  of  the  last  six  years  has  shown 
that  more  than  Icwt.  of  pollack  can  be  taken  in 
a  day,  by  aid  of  the  living  sand  eel,  on  rocky 
grounds  off  the  Sussex  coast ;  many  of  the  most 
important  rocky  shoals,  however,  yet  remain  to  be 
tested  by  the  angling  rod  and  line  and  Channel 
Island  gear,  both  armed  with  the  living  sand  eel, 
described  as  this  "  wonderful  "  bait,  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo  in  his  work,  "  Sea  Fish,"  p.  118,  and  in  my 
own  work,  the  "  Sea  Fisherman,"  pp.  190,  135, 191, 
(33,  64,  65,  66,  228.  This  bait  has  been  used  by 
myself  from  1862  to  1869  in  Guernsey,  and  from 
1870  and  after  at  Exmouth,  Teignmouth,  Torquay, 
Salcombe,  Dartmouth,  at  the  Eddystone  on  one 
occasion,  and  off  Fowey,  and  up  the  harbour,  and 
at  and  off  Shoreham,  and  once  at  Newhaven. 

For  several  summers  I  often  used  it  for  bass  at 
Shoreham  Harbour,  and  I  look  on  it  as  the 
most  powerful  bait  to  test  the  presence  or  absence 
of  bass  at  the  entrance  of  all  bar  harbours,  and 
also  up  deep  water  harbours,  by  those  acquainted 
with  the  habits  of  the  bass,  and  also  of  the 
presence  or  absence  of  the  pollack  on  or  near  the 
rocky  shoals  in  the  open  sea,  such  as  the  Royal 
Sovereign  off  Eastbourne,  Beachy  Head,  &c.,  or 
where  any  wi-eck  is  known  to  exist  in  a  depth  of 
three  fathoms  and  upwards.  Even  in  less  water 
than  two  fathoms  they  may  sometimes  be  found 
with  a  few  bass,  as  at  the  wrecked  barge  at 
Orcombe  Point,  Exmouth,  S.  Devon,  or  the 
trawler  wreck  off  the  east  end  of  Teignmouth 
beach,  supposing  any  portions  of  these  wrecks  are 
yet  remaining.  I  always  used  my  courgee,  i.e., 
the  sand  eel  basket,  as  a  floating  reservoir  for  the 
sand  eels,  towing  it  at  the  boat's  stern  when  not 
on  board  a  steam  yacht,  as  shown  at  p.  66,  Fig.  20, 
of  my  "  Sea  Fisherman."  If  visiting  a  distant 
pollack  ground  in  a  steam  yacht,  it  is  not  wise  to 
tow  the  courgee  after  the  vessel,  as  they  get 
punished  by  the  pressure  of  the  water  when 
going  fast,  but  a  waterproof  box  with  a  hole 
should  be  provided,  and  should  be  large  enough 
to  contain  the  courgee  afloat  in  it.  The  hole 
being  partly  closed  by  a  stick  or  a  plug,  one  of  the 
hands  should  be  told  off  to  draw  sea  water  from 
alongside,  and  empty  the  bucket  slowly,  holding 
the  bucket  waist  high  above  the  tank  box,  thereby 
maintaining  the  supply  of  oxygen  in  the  water, 
much  of  which  should  escape  by  drawing  the  plug, 
which  will  allow  the  old  water  to  run  away.  By  this 
means  my  friend  and  self  arrived  oae  morning  in 
June  off  the  Eddystone,  near  Plymouth,  with  the 
sand  eels  full  of  vitality ;  good  sport  followed,  our 
catch  reaching  l^cwt.  Much  heavier  takes  are, 
however,  often  made. 

On  another  occasion  the  same  steam  yacht 
visited  the  "  Hand  Deeps,"  a  cluster  of  rocks  three 
miles  to  north-westward  of  the  Eddystone,  a 
fishing  boat  being  also  there.  The  fishing  boat 
caught  nothing,  having  no  sand  eels,  but  the  yacht 
took  eighty-four  large  pollack.  In  the  evening, 
near  the  Eddystone,  however,  the  fishing  boat  took 
a  fine  lot  with  other  bait,  viz.,  the  rubber  eel,  as 
the  light  faded  out  of  the  sky.  The  fisherman 
was  my  informant.  J.  C.  WiLCOGKS. 


AN  OLD  FARNINGHAM  FLY 
FISHERMAN. 


Last  week  1  paid  a  visit  to  the  river 
Darenth,  for,  being  born  on  its  banks,  I  was 
curious  to  see  if  that  once  beautiful  stream — 
spoken  of  by  Michael  Drayton,  in  his  "  Poly- 
olbion,"  as 

The  silver  Darenth,  in  whose  streams 
Unnumbered  fishes  play, 

and  in  which,  for  twenty  years  (1836  to  1856)  I 
continually  fished,  from  Dartford  up  to  Eynsford, 
and  occasionally  in  LuUingstone  Park — had  much 
altered  in  its  character ;  for,  in  the  times  1  have 
referred  to,  the  Darenth  was  without  doubt  one  of 
the  very  best  trout  rivers  in  England. 

I  struck  the  stream  at  the  little  bridge  in  the 
lane,  by  Sutton  Place,  and  followed  it  through 
Sutton,  Sutton-at-Hone,  up  to  Horton  Kirby, 
returning  by  way  of  South  Darenth  to  Darenth, 
and  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  river 
has  greatly  deteriorated.  Its  width  is  sadly 
diminished  by  growths  of  sedge  ;  here  and  there 
decayed  alder  trees  and  bushes  cumber  the  banks  ; 
the  gravel  scours,  once  natural  spawning  beds  for 
trout,  are  obliterated  by  foul  deposits  from 
paper  mills,  &c. ;  and  the  head-water  above 
Morbey's  Mill  (as  it  was  called  fifty  years  ago) 
was  simply  filthy.  Well  do  I  remember  the  trout 
my  brother  and  I  used  to  catch  in  Morbey's  mill- 
head,  and  up  along  the  alders  to  South  Darenth ; 
also  in  the  Sutton  stream.  Six  brace,  each  from 
half  a  pound  upwards,  were  frequent  captures, 
with  an  occasional  two-pounder ;  but  I  am 
writing  of  departed  times  and  of  former  sport. 
On  my  last  week's  visit  to  this  Kentish  stream 
trout  were  "conspicuous"  by  their  rarity,  roach 
were  plentiful,  and  small  jack  were  not  scarce. 
In  fact,  I  was  assured  that  a  few  pike  had  been 
killed  ranging  from  51fe.  to  91b.,  and  anglers  know 
how  such  fish  can  spoil  a  trout  stream. 

In  those  "  old  times  "  the  opening  day  for  trout 
fly  fishing  was  always  on  a  Good  Friday — how- 
ever early  or  late  that  date  might  be — and  a  few 
anglers  used  to  meet  regularly  at  The  Lion, 
Farningham,  then  kept  by  Wm.  Wells,  who  was 
succeeded  by  "  Tom  "  Pawley,  a  noted  fox-hunter 
in  his  day.  Among  other  anglers  I  used  to  meet 
there  were  Charles  Messenger  and  his  son,  Charles 
Huggett,  Thomas  Barton,  and  many  more  skilful 
fly  fishers,  who  were  always  ready  and  willing  to 
impart  a  "  vyrinkle  "  to  young  anglers  like  myself, 
or  would  generously  spare  a  few  of  their  flies  if 
by  chance  we  had  not  the  kind  trout  were  taking. 
Another  "  past  master  "  of  the  gentle  art  I  some- 
times "  happened  on  "  was  the  veteran  tragedian, 
Samuel  Phelps,  who,  with  all  the  other  anglers 
mentioned,  has  joined  the  greater  majority.  I 
entertained  a  great  veneration  for  Samuel  Phelps, 
for  he  was  such  a  clever  fly  fishermen,  and 
because  when  (as  a  youth) '  I  was  "  put  to 
business "  in  the  City,  I  used  to  attend 
Sadler's  Wells  pretty  regularly,  and  witness 
his  marvellous  acting,  during  his  six  years 
management,  and  revivals  of  the  Shakes- 
perian  drama.  One  morning,  at  Farningham, 
I  watched  Mr.  Phelps  for  half  an  hour  trying 
for  a  fine  fish  that  had  strayed  from  Collyer's 
mill-tail,  to  where  the  large  tree  by  the  bridge 
throws  its  boughs  over  the  water.  The  trout  kept 
rising  and  retreating  under  the  foliage,  which 
here  and  there  dipped  in  the  stream.  After 
changing  his  fly  many  times,  he  at  length  hooked 
the  trout,  which,  in  less  than  a  couple  of  minutes, 
broke  away  round  a  submerged  branch. 

"  Oh  !  "  I  exclaimed,  "  I  am  so  sorry,  Mr. 
Phelps,  you  have  lost  that  fine  fish."  He  turned 
to  me  and  said,  "  Well,  young  man,  and  how 
would  ye  like  to  get  your  lunch  at  the  end  of  a 
blessed  cable  ?  " 

Away  from  the  exercise  of  the  art  to  which  he 
so  earnestly  devoted  himself,  Mr.  Phelps  was  simply 
to  be  regarded  as  a  quiet  country  gentleman,  fond 
of  rural  pursuits  and  the  use  of  his  fishing  rod, 
perhaps  prouder  of  his  skill  with  that  than  of  the 
warmest  plaudits  of  an  enthusiastic  audience. 
During  the  theatrical  vacation  he  was  to  be  found 
for  many  successive  years  at  his  favourite  haunt, 
the  Lion  Hotel,  Farningham,  where  he  stayed  for 
weeks  together  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  trout 
fishing  in  the  river  Darenth,  which  flows  in  front 
of  the  lawn  of  the  old  hostelry. 

The  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  never 
suspected  that  a  visitor  who  conversed  with  them 
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so  freely  about  their  crops  was  at  the  same  time 
busy  in  studying  the  best  modes  of  rendering  the 
next  Shakesperian  play  to  be  produced  at  his 
theatre  on  the  banks  of  the  New  River.  And  it 
is  on  record  that  a  Kentish  yeoman,  bringiug  his 
family  to  town  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  "  The 
Doge  of  Venice  "  at  Sadler's  Wells,  and, 
recognising  a  familiar  voice  and  manner  in  the 
prominent  actor,  astonished  the  audience  in  the 
midst  of  the  play  by  involuntarily  exclaiming 
"  Blest  if  the  '  Dodge '  isn't  the  old  Famingham 
fisherman  !  "  Alfeed  Jardine, 


TRAVEL  AND  TROUT  ON  EASTER 
MONDAY. 


It  is  not  without  reason  that  "  travel "  is  put 
before  "trout."  Of  course,  it  usually  has  to  come 
before  it,  and  also,  alas  !  after  it ;  but  in  this 
case  there  was  a  great  abundance  of  travel  of  the 
most  satisfying  description,  and  the  bag  of  ti'out 
resulting — well,  to  put  it  mildly — was  not  quite 
in  proportion. 

Perhaps  we  were  lucky  to  have  any  fish  at  all 
many  Easter  Monday  anglers  tell  us  so. 

Certainly  it  was  a  bold  thing  to  put  ourselves 
at  the  mercy  of  the  South-Western  Railway  on 
such  a  day. 

However,  we  did ;  and,  by  a  double  miracle,  we 
both  caught  the  6.40  a.m.,  having,  between  us, 
only  three  minutes  to  spare.  No  fault  could  be 
found  with  the  weather,  the  country  was  looking 
pretty  enough,  and  we  certainly  had  plenty  of 
time  to  admire  it  in  the  two  or  three  hours  which 
this  line  takes  to  do  about  forty  miles. 

On  arri^-ing  we  breakfasted,  and  started  to 
walk  by  a  "  short  cut  "  of  my  invention  to  our 
stream.  My  companion  tells  me  that  we  wandered 
over  the  greater  part  of  the  country  during  that 
"  short  cut,"  but  I  think  he  was  prejudiced,  as  it 
was  not  his  short  cut.  We  did  arrive  at  last,  and 
began  to  whip  the  stream  by  10.30,  which,  after 
all,  is  not  so  bad. 

Fish  rose  at  once,  but  nearly  always  refused, 
only  one  troutlet  being  taken  (and  returned) 
before  we  arrived  at  the  mill  pond,  the  scene  of 
many  a  bit  of  lively  sport  in  previous  years.  Here 
at  last  we  did  get  a  decent  fish,  though  just  short 
of  41b.  Being  the  first,  he  had  the  honour  of 
being  lifted  out  by  the  miller  himself  with  the 
landing  net,  though  not  without  some  scofiing  on 
my  companion's  part. 

Seeing  what  great  care  we  took  not  to  let  our 
quarry,  however  small,  escape,  the  fish,  after  this, 
with  one  consent,  agreed  to  come  short.  For 
hours  not  one  came  to  bank,  though  numbers 
rose,  and  some  were  hooked  and  played.  My 
friend  had  two  on  in  as  many  casts  while  I  was 
watching,  and  afterwards  he  hooked  a  lib.  fish 
fvery  large  for  this  water),  which  went  the  way  of 
the  rest. 

After  lunch  there  was  a  temporary  change,  and 
for  about  ten  minutes  every  fish  I  rose  was  duly 
landed,  and  I  thus  increased  our  bag  by  four;  but 
it  was  soon  over,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  afternoon 
the  old  game  went  on — rises  rather  frequent,  and 
takes  very  rare.  One  fish  rose  to  me  five  times, 
and  never  touched  after  all ;  but  on  the  whole  my 
friend  had  the  more  provoking  time  of  it,  getting 
twenty  times  as  many  rises  as  fish.  I  fancy  this 
was  partly  accounted  for  by  his  preference  for  dry 
fly ;  most  of  the  fish  that  fastened  doing  so  under 
water,  and  preferring  the  end  fly  when  two  or 
three  were  being  used.  I  had  on  a  Silver  Sedge 
(of  all  things)  for  end  fly,  and  this  was  taken  in 
most  cases,  though  some  fish  fell  to  the  March 
Brown.  The  largest  hooked  took  a  Soldier 
Palmer,  which  is  always  a  good  fly  on  coloured 
water. 

After  all,  it  was  an  enjoyable  day  while  we 
were  at  Liphook,  the  fresh,  spring  weather  being 
most  deligbful  to  us  both,  and,  after  the  fishing, 
perhaps  the  Ijest  part  of  the  day  came  round,  as 
the  hospitable  miller  made  us  come  in  for  some 
tea,  and  the  lively  society  indoors  made  us  re- 
luctant to  hurry  out  again. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  did  make  a  few  casts 
before  the  trap  was  ready ;  but  it  was,  as  we 
expected,  of  little  use,  only  a  few  half-hearted 
rises  rewarding  our  efforts. 

The  scene  was  a  beautiful  contrast  to  the 
Babylon  we  had  so  lately  left.  Before  us 
spread  the  large  mill  pond,  lighted  up  by  the 
evening  sun  ;and  slightly  ruflBeS  by  the  breeze. 


On  its  surface  floated  a  pair  of  swans,  and 
every  now  and  then  a  trout  would  rise,  or 
even  jump  high  into  the  air.  Primroses  and 
kingcups  were  just  coming  on,  and  the  elms  were 
putting  on  theii-  spring  attire,  and  all  nature 
seemed  in  tune,  and  even  the  pair  of  grumbling 
anglers  ceased  to  fret,  and  packed  up  the  few 
small  trout  that  had  fallen  to  their  lot  in  com- 
parative contentment. 

Soon  we  had  taken  leave  of  the  party  assembled 
on  the  lawn,  and  were  off  again  for  dusty,  dirty 
London;  and  alas,  with  small  hope  of  getting 
there  for  some  three  hom-s  or  more. 

We  took  something  over  that  on  the  railway 
journey  alone,  but  the  end  came  even  to  me 
before  midnight,  and  as  I  had  to  penetrate  ever  so 
far  into  Kent  by  the  South-Eastern  this  was 
something  to  be  thankful  for  ;  though  whether  a 
Briton  ought  to  be  contented  to  be  conveyed 
about  100  miles  by  rail  in  seven  or  eight  hours  is 
another  matter. 

I  may  add  that  (contrary  to  usual  custom)  this 
fishing,  though  private,  is  available  to  any  gentle 
man  willing  to  contribute  a  little  towards  improv- 
ing the  stock  in  the  water. 

Anyone  wishing  to  try  the  fishing  (which,  it 
must  be  remembered,  is  essentially  different  from 
most  Hampshire  fishing,  and  is  more  like  that  of 
Devon)  should  write  first  to  H.  Warren,  Esq 
Liphook,  Hants,  for  particulars,  means  of  access, 
&c.  It  is  rather  a  long  walk  (two  or  three  miles) 
from  Liphook  station,  even  if  you  do  not  take  the 
"  short  cut."  J.  Paul  Tatloe. 


JAPANESE  FLIES. 

Those  of  our  fly  fishing  readers  who  have  not 
seen  artificial  flies  made  in  Japan  will  be  in- 
terested in  the  accompanying  illustrations  of  four 


of  them.  The  head  of  thelfly  is  represented  by  a 
little  gold  knob.  Some  of  the  hooks  are  barbless, 
and  not  unlike  the  hooks  made  from  needles,  and 
used  by  some  of  the  Swiss  natives  in  making 
artificial  flies. 


EARLY    STAGES  OF  THE  YOUNG 
MARINE  FOOD-FISHES. 


In  my  last  article  I  dealt  with  the  eggs  and 
spawning  of  the  principal  food-fishes  having  float- 
ing ova. 

Passing  on,  then,  from  the  period  when  the  egg, 
having  swelled  to  its  fuU  size,  is  extruded  and 
slowly  risen  to  a  certain  level,  is  gently  rocked  in 
the  cradle  of  the  deep,  we  have  to  not«  briefly 
the  phases  through  which  it  passes.  The  principal 
change  is  internal,  namely,  the  growth  and 
development  of  a  small  tadpole-like  creature 
within  the  transparent  envelope.  After  a  period 
varying  according  to  the  temperature  of  the  water 


and  the  species  of  the  fish,  the  envelope  ruptures, 
and  the  larval  creature  emerges.  When  first 
hatched,  it  is  floated  hy  the  watery  yolk  of  low 
specific  gravity  retained  in  the  yolk  sac  ;  this,  as 
the  little  creature  develops,  is  gradually  absorbed 
into  its  body,  and  is  at  first  the  only  source  of 
nourishment.  The  sac,  however,  very  speedily 
diminishes  in  size  from  the  fact  that  a  great  deal 
of  watery  yolk  is  required  to  build  up  the  growing 
organism  in  a  very  short  time.  As  the  yolk  is 
absorbed,  so  the  young  fish  is  deprived  of  its  float, 
and  unless  it  is  able  to  support  itself  by  means  of 
its  fins,  sinks  gradually  towards  the  bottom.  It 
was  found  in  the  artificial  hatching  of  the  young 
fish  that  the  critical  period  was  when  they  had 
absorbed  their  yolk  sacs  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
were  no  longer  buoyed  up  by  them,  while  they  did 
not  seem  to  have  acquired  sufficient  energy  to  sup- 
port themselves  by  means  of  their  fins.  Of 
course  it  is  well  known  that  great  differences 
exist  between  the  round  and  flat  fishes  having 
floating  eggs,  as  to  their  power  of  flotation,  and 
as  to  the  rate  and  character  of  development  in 
their  fins  ;  but  even  if  these  points  be  taken  into 
account,  artificial  hatching  at  this  particular 
stage  seemed  to  be  attended  by  a  tremendous 
mortality.  Mr.  Harald  Dannevig,  who  has  so 
successfully,  during  the  last  few  years,  conducted 
the  affairs  of  the  Marine  Fish  Hatchery  at 
Dunbar,  determined  to  carefully  investigate  the 
reason  of  the  mortality  amongst  the  young  fish. 

He  accordingly  experimented  with  young  plaice, 
the  ova  of  which  he  placed  in  a  special  apparatus, 
constructed  as  follows  : 

A  large  carboy-shaped  vessel,  20in.  in  diameter, 
flattened  on  the  bottom,  18in.  deep ;  diameter  of 
the  neck  9in. ;  placed  in  the  sand  bath  to  the 
depth  of  between  3in.  and  4dn  The  whole 
apparatus  was  lifted  2ft.  above  the  floor,  placed  in 
a  corner  with  a  window  on  each  side,  4ft.  distant, 
one  looking  north,  the  other  east.  The  back 
portions  of  the  jar  were  more  dimly  lighted  from 
the  other  laboratory  windows,  and  was  sufficient 
at  any  part  of  the  day  to  permit  of  the  fry  being 
closely  examined.  The  jar  was  filled  to  a  depth 
of  lOin.,  and  the  water  used  was  from  the  harbour, 
renewed  once  or  twice  daily  if  it  became  too 
heated.  Constant  circulation  was  kept  up  by  the 
water  next  the  glass  sides  (especially  those  next  the 
light)  becoming  heated  and  rising,  being  replaced 
by  cold  water  from  below.  This  was  specially 
seen  if  the  sun  were  allowed  to  play  on  the  tank. 

The  first  successful  experiment  is  here  sum- 
marised. Plaice  eggs  were  artificially  spawned 
and  hatched  eleven  to  thirteen  days  later,  most 
of  the  young  fish  having  the  yolk  sacs  absorbed 
in  a  further  period  of  five  days.  They  were  then 
all  placed  in  the  jar  above  described  and  fed 
twice  daily  with  minute  forms  collected  in  the 
harbour  with  a  tow  net.  The  tow  net,  as  no 
doubt  most  of  us  are  aware,  is  a  single  net 
formed  of  fine  material,  from  butter  muslin  down 
to  silk  bolting  cloth,  which  strains  off  even  the 
most  minute  forms  of  life  found  in  the  sea. 

The  young  fish  separated  theniselves  into  three 
groups : 

1.  Swam  steadily  near  the  surface,  and  paid  no 
attention  to  food.  They  were  originally  highly 
coloured,  but  gradually  became  pale,  joining 
No.  2  group. 

2.  Were  pale  and  weakly,  remaining,  as  a  rule, 
quiet  near  or  on  the  bottom,  resting  on  their 
heads  ;  they  "  occasionally  made  an  attempt  to 
catch  small  crustaceans." 

3.  Were  richly  coloured  and  looked  healthy ; 
they  were  found  at  all  levels,  slowly  moving,  on 
the  look  ovit  for  food.  They  were  much  fewer 
than  the  other  two  groups. 

The  difference  between  this  last  group  and  the 
two  others  was  the  avidity  with  which  they  fed  on 
the  food  supplied  by  the  tow  nets,  consisting  of 
diatoms,  free-swimming  larva?  of  shell  fish,  and 
numerous  forms  of  water  flea.  A  tremendous 
mortality  occiirred  in  the  fii'st  two  divisions,  so 
that  by  the  forty-fifth  day  after  hatching,  when 
the  experiment  appears  to  have  been  concluded, 
the  forms  which  remained  were  all  belonging  to 
this  last  group. 

The  most  interesting  matter  to  be  investigated 
was  the  reason  why  in  artificially  bred  lai-va;  these 
three  divisions  should  occur.  It  struck  Mr. 
Dannevig  that  the  first  and  second  divisions  were 
in  the  condition  known  to  persons  who  have  had 
experience  in  Indian  famines,  that  is  to  say,  these 
fish  had  reached  a   condition  which  precluded 


256 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  15,  1899 


them  from  feeding  on  ordinary  food.  He  says : 
"  I  am  not  quite  certain,  but  there  is  reason  to 
think  that  these  two  classes  of  larva;  in  reality 
had  been  starving  while  in  the  hatching  apparatus, 
where  they  were  perhaps  retained  rather  long." 
It  struck  him  that  perhaps  the  young  fish  did  not 
wait  for  complete  absorption  of  the  yolk  sac 
before  commencing  to  feed.  This  idea  was  further 
confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  absorption  of  the 
yolk,  which  at  first  proceeds  very  quickly, 
gradually  becomes  less  and  less,  so  that  the  last 
quarter  of  the  whole  amount  is  absorbed  very 
slowly,  so  that,  as  Mr.  Dannevig  puts  the  matter, 
"  it  becomes  evident  that  more  nourishment  is 
required,  and  possibly  of  a  different  nature  than 
what  is  simply  provided  by  nature  directly  and 
attached  to  the  fish  in  the  form  of  yolk." 

Accordingly  he  took  some  newly  hatched  plaice, 
put  them  direct  into  his  rearing  jar,  and  added 
tow  net  food  as  in  the  previous  experiment ;  in 
between  three  to  four  days  the  fry,  with  only 
partially  absorbed  yolk  sacs  (about  half  the  yolk 
remaining),  commenced  to  feed  upon  the  small 
free-swimming  forms,  especially  one  form  of 
infusorian,  and  occasionally  diatoms. 

The  previous  observations  made  on  the  feeding 
of  post-larval  (those  with  the  yolk  sac  completely 
absorbed)  fry  seemed  to  show  that  their  principal 
natural  food  was  larval  and  microscopic  crusta- 
ceans, which  they  took  to  after  a  modified  dietary 
of  infusorians  and  diatoms  had  been  given  up. 

The  reason  of  the  previous  tremendous  mortality 
in  rearing  is  clear.  Those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  death  rate  amongst  infants  artificially 
fed,  or  rather  starved,  will  notice  the  strong 
parallel  which  exists.  We  find  that  infants, 
systematically  starved  by  improper  bottle  feeding, 
and  put  upon  the  same  food  as  their  parents,  are 
unable  to  retain  such  food ;  and,  even  should  they 
retain  it,  are  not  nourished  thereby,  but  die  of 
starvation.  Of  course,  under  even  the  most  adverse 
circumstances,  a  certain  small  minority  struggle  | 
through  to  maturity;  otherwise  the  children  of 
the  labouring  and  lower  middle  classes  would 
never  reach  maturity  at  all.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  few  post-larval  fish  that  have  hitherto 
been  reared ;  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  this 
number  can  be  quadrupled  by  early  and  appro- 
priate feeding. 

Here,  then,  are  to  be  seen  the  advantages  of 
scientific  research ;  years  of  practical  rule  of 
thumb  work  would  never  have  taught  the  im- 
portance of  early  feeding,  whereas  the  facts 
proved  by  research,  namely,  the  low  specific 
gravity  of  the  yolk  and  the  usual  food  remains 
found  in  captured  forms  of  larval  fishes  gave  the 
required  cues. 

Would  that  we  had  the  same  scientific  research 
going  on  regarding  our  fresh-water  fisheries. 
Are  our  salmon  fisheries  of  no  value  that  their 
ruin  should  be  looked  upon  unmoved  ?  Do  we 
await  the  day  when  salmon  will  be  as  scarce  on 
the  Severn  as  they  are  on  the  Thames?  Why 
should  England  wait,  and  for  what  P 

But  having  seen  our  young  fish  first  nourished, 
let  us  see  what  forms  their  staple  food  while  they 
are  approaching  land. 

Up  till  quite  recently  but  little  was  known  on 
this  point.  However,  in  a  recent  blue  book  the 
contents  of  the  stomachs  of  various  young  fish 
are  described. 

Of  course,  the  toddlers  do  not  entirely  give  up 
their  nursery  milk,  and  therefore  still  continue  to 
wage  hearty  havoc  amongst  the  water  fleas,  but 
add  to  this  dietary  the  zcea  or  infant  free-swim- 
ming forms  of  the  better  known  crab  and  lobster 
groups.  A  specially  favourite  food  of  the  young 
codfish  is  the  larval  form  of  one  of  the  sea 
anemones  which  conveniently  attaches  itself  in 
great  numbers  to  the  edge  of  the  disc  of  a  little  I 
jelly  fish.  The  young  fish  seek  the  neighbour- 
hood of  these  jelly  fishes,  therefore,  in  search 
of  food,  and  this  has  no  doubt  given  rise  to  the 
idea  first  put  forward  by  Sars,  and  since  stated  to 
be  erroneous,  that  the  young  codfish  sought  out 
the  jelly  fish  and  found  security  beneath  its 
umbrella,  darting  forth  at  intervals  in  pursuit  of 
prey.  Whatever  the  exact  mutual  relationship 
is,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  jelly  fish  can,  and 
frequently  does,  shelter  the  young  fish,  and  that 
the  fish  relieves  the  jelly  fiah  of  its  parasitic  sea 
anemone.  When  the  young  fish  gets  inshore  its 
appetite  has  grown  with  its  increase  in  bulk,  and 
herefore  the  food  required  must  be  more  easily 
nd  quickly  collected.     Larval  mussels  appear  ' 


now  to  be  favourite  forms,  and  in  the  autumn 
and  early  winter  months  the  neighbourhood  of 
mussel  beds  usually  abounds  with  very  immature 
fish.  Also  in  these  localities  adults  of  various 
food-fishes  are  found,  such  as  large  plaice  and 
codling,  whose  object  appears  to  the  unsympa- 
thetic scientist  to  be  more  personal  than  parental. 
Sad  to  say,  the  stomachs  of  such  specimens  when 
captured  more  frequently  contain  the  debris  of 
young  food-fishes  than  the  remains  of  either 
immature  or  mature  mussels. 

The  young  cod  also,  the  first  autumn  and 
winter,  have  a  habit  of  frequenting  the  ground 
covered  with  the  Flustra  or  sea  mat,  a  species  of 
zoophyte.  Of  course  this  browsing  does  no  per- 
manent damage,  as  the  zoophyte  rather  prefers 
an  injury  as  a  stimulus  to  its  growth. 

Having  given  a  brief  sketch  of  the  various 
forms  upon  which  the  young  fish  feed,  it  will  be 
as  well  to  particularly  describe  one  or  two  of  the 
principal,  so  that  the  reader  may  have  some 
personal  idea  of  these  important  though  but  little 
known  organisms. 

As  has  been  said,  after  the  earliest  stage 
amongst  the  first  food  the  larval  form  of  a  small 
shell  fish  is  most  frequently  found  in  the  stomach 
of  the  little  transparent  creature.  The  little  fish 
then  starts  feeding  on  the  water  fleas,  the  less 
strongly  armed  forms  of  which  it  polishes  off  most 
unceremoniously ;  those  with  spines  or  bristles  it 
is  unable  to  swallow,  and  rejects. 

From  the  twentieth  to  the  thirtieth  day  the 
young  plaice  is  able  to  cope  with  Evadne  and 
other  large  forms  of  water  flea.  Calanus  fin- 
marckicus,  commonly  called  "whale's  food," 
because  it  is  devoured  in  great  numbers  by  the 
right  whale,  is  now  occasionally  swallowed. 

From  the  thirtieth  to  the  thii-ty-sixth  day  the 
little  plaice  added  to  the  dietary  various  larva  of 
larger  Crustacea  and  molluscs. 

From  the  thirty-sixth  to  the  forty-fifth  day, 
when  the  record  ceases,  a  few  larger  forms  are 
added,  such  as  Temora  longicornis,  so  well  known 
to  all  boatmen  as  universally  distributed  near  the 
surface  of  the  water  in  temperate  seas. 

Mr.  Thomas  Scott's  researches  on  the  nature  of 
the  "plankton,"  as  the  floating  material  collected 
by  the  tow  net  at  the  surface  of  the  sea  is  called, 
shows  us  that  about  nine-tenths  of  this  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Faroe  Icelandic  Channel  con- 
sists of  the  before  enumerated  small  crustaceans, 
the  commonest  forms  being  Calanus,  Pseudo 
calanus  (a  closely  allied  form),  Temora,  Acartia  (a 
form  not  described  as  fish  food),  Podon,  Evadne, 
and  others. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  larvae  of  the  better  known 
Crustacea  are  rare,  and  this  is  to  be  expected.  For 
we  find  that  the  young  fish  are  hatched  out  and 
rise  to  the  surface  at  a  great  distance  from  land, 
and  these  require  the  Copepoda  or  water  fleas  as 
an  early  diet ;  but  as  they  get  older  they  sink 
deeper  and  get  more  inshore,  where,  of  course, 
they  can  acquire  different  food,  such  as  has  been 
mentioned  in  this  brief  article.  We  see  that  the 
more  we  learn  the  more  we  have  to  learn,  and 
that  every  bit  of  knowledge  is  of  practical  value. 

The  greatest  collection  of  plankton  is  the 
favourite  ground  of  young  post  larval  fish ;  the 
crowd  of  young  post  larval  fish  is  the  situation 
of  the  predatory  surface  swimmers ;  and  they, 
again,  are  preyed  upon  by  the  larger  forms :  so, 
at  length,  we  begin  to  see  daylight  concerning 
the  migrations  of  our  adult  food-fishes,  which 
our  forefathers  were  accustomed  to  attribute  to 
spawning,  and  indeed  fifty  other  causes  equally 
without  foundation.    Charles  S.  Patterson. 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL  OF 
SALMON  FISHING. 


Unless  something  is  shortly  done  by  the 
Legislature,  salmon  fishing  in  the  rivers  of  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  and,  for  the  matter  of  that,  in 
the  seas  as  well,  will,  within  the  next  twenty 
years,  become  altogether  a  lost  sport. 

People,  as  a  rule,  overlook  one  very  important 
matter,  namely,  the  improvement  in  angling. 
Rods  have  been  improved,  new  spinning  reels 
have  been  made,  minnows  and  prawns  have  been 
introduced,  and  where  there  used  to  be  one  fisher 
of  salmon  there  are  now  fifty.  And  this  within 
the  last  five-and-twenty  years. 

But  the  fish  has  got  to  get  into  the  river,  and 
here  comes  a  far  more  important  matter.    He  has  ' 


got  to  find  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  creep  up 
it,  and  from  the  moment  he  starts  to  follow  the 
decrees  of  Nature  his  troubles  commence.  Stake 
nets,  bag  nets,  and  fly  nets  are  laid  out  along  the 
coast,  into  anyone  of  which  let  him  once  poke  his 
nose,  and  remote,  indeed,  are  the  chances  of  his 
ever  again  revelling  on  the  spawning  beds  of  his 
ancestors. 

The  rents  paid  for  good  stretches  of  water  have 
become  almost  fabulously  absurd,  and  surely  the 
water  owners  who  take  advantage  of  the  salmon 
fisher's  love  of  sport  ought  to  provide  him  with 
the  best  attainable.  He  does  nothing  of  the 
sort;  he  simply  tries  to  give  as  little  as  possible 
for  the  money. 

Surely  salmon  fishing  can  be  improved  ?  The 
big  landed,  or  rather  watered,  proprietors  are 
greatly  to  blame  for  the  terrific  slaughter  they 
allow  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers.  Two  instances 
especially  strike  me — the  Spey  and  the  Black- 
water,  both  in  the  possession  of  so-called  sporting 
dukes.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  gets  £6000  a 
year  for  his  six  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  Spey, 
and  practically  catches  in  nets  all  the  spring  fish 
that  would  enter  the  river  !  Again,  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  traps,  in  a  wicked  Irish  device,  nearly 
every  fish  that  would  attempt  to  ascend  the 
loveliest  river  in  Ireland. 

Is  there  anything  to  be  done  ?  Before  suggest- 
ing a  remedy,  let  me  point  out,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Grimble,  that  there  are  five 
splendid  rivers  flowing  into  the  North  Sea  where 
hardly  ever  a  spring  fish  is  caught  by  rod,  but  at 
the  mouths  of  which  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
fish  are  yearly  murdered  in  nets. 

The  rivers  are  the  Erne,  the  Deveron,  the  Find- 
horn,  the  Don,  and  the  North  Esk,  and  we  may 
rightly  suppose  that  if  some  public  company 
could  buy  those  stake  and  other  nets  off,  those 
rivers  could  be  let  to  sportsmen  at  a  great  profit 
to  the  company. 

Right  among  those  rivers  I  have  just  named 
flows  the  glorious  Dee,  and  see  the  difference ! 
Some  twenty  odd  years  ago  an  energetic  pro- 
prietor, Lord  Huntly,  successfully  carried  out  a 
plan  for  buying  off  the  river  nebs,  which  at  that 
time  plied  as  far  as  Banchory,  fifteen  miles  up  the 
river  as  the  crow  flies.  In  those  days  never  a  fish 
was  caught  in  the  spring  months  between  Ban- 
chory and  Aberdeen,  and  very  few  east  of  Aboyne, 
and  now  Mr.  Fasby's  water  at  Caimton,  by  Ban- 
chory, is  probably  as  valuable  as  any  stretch  on 
the  river.    Surely  this  speaks  for  itself  P 

But  although  the  river  nets  spoil  all  spiing 
fishing,  it  is  to  the  stake  nets  along  the  shores 
that  legislation  must  be  turned,  if  the  salmon  is 
not  to  follow  the  dodo.  These  nets  have  increased 
five  and  tenfold,  and  any  owner  with  a  frontage, 
or  whatever  it  is  called,  on  the  sea,  can  put  any 
number  of  stake  nets  out.  Feeling  his  way  for 
the  fresh  water,  if  the  salmon  misses  one  he  fouls 
another,  and  so  on. 

There  is  a  law,  I  believe,  which  prohibits  nets 
being  placed  within  400yds.  of  the  actual  river's 
mouth,  but  this  little  matter  is  easily  arranged  by 
taking  the  river's  mouth  a  tiifle  up  stream ! 

On  one  river  nets  come  off  at  six  o'clock  on 
Saturday  evening  and  come  on  at  six  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning.  That  is  the  only  chance  a  fish 
that  has  entered  a  netted  river  gets  of  jogging 
home. — The  Phoenix. 


SOME  RECENT  THAMES  TROUTING. 


Although  the  state  of  the  water  was  better  at 
the  opening  of  the  1899  trout  season  on  the 
Thames  than  that  we  have  enjoyed  for  many  years, 
no  reliable  report  of  the  capture  of  a  large  fish 
reached  me  during  the  first  ten  days  of  April. 

It  is  true  I  was  told  a  fish  of  over  eleven 
pounds  had  been  landed  at  Marlow,  but  up  to  the 
present  I  have  had  no  confirmation  of  this  ;  on 
the  other  hand,  many  small  fish  have  afforded 
sport  and  encom-agement  to  those  who  made  an 
early  commencement,  and  were  fortunate  enough 
to  "  spot "  a  feeding  fish,  or  have  one  found  for 
them. 

The  Easter  holidays  came  at  a  vary  acceptable 
time  for  many  anglers,  myself  amongst  the  num- 
ber, the  1st  of  April  being  the  day  after  Good 
Friday,  and  doubtless  many  a  busy  man  was  glad 
to  lay  aside  the  pen  and  wield  the  rod  once  more. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  increased  number  of 
city  firms  who  close  their  establishments  for  the 
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full  four  days  at  Easter,  and  it  is  perhaps  not  too 
much  to  say  that  ere  long  the  half-day  of  the 
Saturday  will  he  added  to  the  calendar  of  St.  Lub- 
bock ;  if  so,  it  will  be  health  to  men,  and  death  to 
many  a  "  fush." 

The  season  opened  with  a  cold,  but  fair  morn- 
ing, and  on  reaching  Shepperton  Weir  about  8  a.m., 
I  found,  to  my  surprise,  tliat  I  was  apparently  the 
first  there  to  wet  a  line.  I  tried  the  Tumbling  Bay 
over  very  carefully,  and  was  soon  joined  by  another 
local  enthusiast,  but  we  could  not  find  a  fish.  On 
the  aiTival  of  the  London  train,  we  could  see  many 
■■  rods "'  hurrying  to  the  weir,  and  a  mighty  adjust- 
ment of  tackle  was  soon  in  full  progress  by  the 
river-side,  and  ere  long,  it  was  amusing  to  see 
ticelve  or  more  anglers  at  work,  some  endeavoiiring 
to  catch  bleak,  some  spinning,  others  live  baiting ; 
it  can  be  imagined  the  water  was  well  "  combed  " 
for  the  time  being  ! 

Seeing  the  game  was  up,  I  left  the  platform, 
put  on  my  waders,  and  spun  over  all  the  shallows 
thoroughly,  but  without  success,  not  seeing  a 
single  trout  move.  The  water  at  the  edge  of  the 
fall  was  alive  with  dace,  hundi'eds  of  these  fish 
collecting  at  the  comers  of  the  weirs,  and 
amongst  so  much  bait  the  chances  of  running  a 
fish  were  somewhat  poor.  I  stopped  fishing 
about  3  p.m.,  and  determined  to  go  further  afield 
on  the  Monday. 

On  Easter  Monday  I  "  hiked  "  to  Bell  Weir, 
taking  my  rod,  bag,  and  landing  net  on  my  back, 
began  fishing,  and  was  soon  joined  by  Rowles ; 
together  we  gave  every  foot  of  the  weir  a  thorough 
"  doing,"  but  without  a  touch,  not  even  from  a 
chub  or  jack.  The  old  man  was  not  at  all 
sanguine  of  sport,  and  if  he  cannot  get  a  trout  at 
Bell  Weir,  it  is  only  by  mighty  good  luck  that 
any  one  else  gets  one  there,  for  he  almost  knows 
how  many  spots  a  fish  has  on  him  when  he  has 
been  in  the  weir  for  a  day  or  two.  After  lunch, 
nothing  discouraged,  I  rode  on  to  Boveney  Weir, 
beyond  Windsor,  and  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw 
so  many  bicyclists  on  the  road,  Windsor  being 
quite  dangerous  to  ride  through,  especially  over 
the  huge  cobble  stones  near  the  Castle.  The  lane 
leading  to  Boveney  was  terribly  bumpy,  and  the 
going  over  the  grass  was  worse,  so  I  was  not  at 
all  sorry  to  get  off  my  "  machine  "  at  the  lock, 
and  put  my  tackle  together  once  more.  Two 
anglers  were  fishing  from  a  punt  in  the  far 
comer,  but  they  had  done  nothing  beyond 
catching  a  jack. 

There  was  a  very  full  stream  running,  and  the 
likely  spots  were  swarming  with  dace,  roach,  and 
minnows,  but  the  excellent  colour  of  the  water 
gave  good  prospect  of  sport,  notwithstanding  a 
bitterly  cold  wind.  After  fishing  for  some  twenty 
minutes  I  had  a  bait  pulled  clean  off;  the  fish, 
whatever  he  was,  missing  the  hooks  and  securing 
the  gudgeon  without  being  so  much  as  pricked. 
It  is  an  ever  recurring  puzzle  to  anglers  how  a 
fish  can  pluck  a  small  bait,  practically  covered 
with  hooks,  clean  away ;  doubtless  it  is  chance, 
but  it  is  a  marvellous  chance  indeed.  One  would 
suppose  that  a  small  gudgeon,  spun  on  a  tackle 
comprising  a  lip  hook  and  three  triangles  (the 
last  one  loose),  apparently  arming  the  bait  entirely, 
would  infallibly  secure  each  fish  that  came  at  the 
bait,  be  it  trout,  chub,  pike,  perch,  barbel  or  any 
other  ;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  and  arm  your  bait 
how  you  may,  with  fewer  or  more  hooks,  such  a 
mischance  will  occasionally  happen.  Even  that 
great  fish,  the  salmon,  will  nip  a  piece  out  of  a 
well  triangled  prawn  as  neatly  as  possible,  so  I 
suppose  we  must  content  ourselves  to  take  our 
luck  as  it  comes,  good  or  bad,  and  when  the  hook 
holds,  ci-y  "  Hold  enough  ! " 

I  do  not  certify  the  particular  fish  in  question 
waa  a  trout,  the  pull  was  rather  too  "  jiggery  "  on 
the  rod  for  my  liking,  but,  whatever  it  was,  the 
effect  was  the  same.  I  tried  him  again,  but  with- 
out result,  and  retumed  to  Bell  Weir. 

Just  on  reaching  the  weir  an  excitement  was 
provided  for  the  multitude  by  the  capsizing  of  a 
sailing  boat  in  a  heavy  squall  of  wind ;  the  heavy 
sails  kept  her  down  on  the  water,  and  her  crew 
could  not  right  her ;  she  drifted  down  to  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  weir  head,  when  a  sculler  came 
from  the  boathonse,  and  arrested  her  further 
progress  by  a  line  to  the  bank.  As  it  was,  it  was 
touch  and  go  for  the  weir,  and  I  fancy  that  the 
occupants  of  the  craft,  after  clinging  so  long  to 
the  gunwale,  were  not  sorry  to  get  safely  ashore, 
though  the  real  danger  of  a  "  capsize  is  to  be 
entangled  under  the  sail. 


When  the  crowd  left  the  weir  I  fished  it  over 
once  more ;  then  Rowles  returned,  and  we  had 
another  chat,  and  I  left  him  to  deal  with  the 
"  trouts  "  without  interruption.  I  rode  home  past 
Chertsey  Weir,  and  Marsh  informed  me  that 
nothing  had  been  done,  and  I  also  found  the  sport 
at  the  Shepperton  Weirs  had  been  nil. 

The  next  time  I  could  wet  a  line  was  on  that 
genial  spring  day,  Saturday,  April  8. 

"  First  it  rained,  and  then  it  blew. 
Then  it  friz,  and  then  it  anew, 
Then  there  came  a  shower  of  rain. 
Then  it  friz  and  anew  again." 

— Sliukcxpeare  (or  some  other  poet). 

My  word,  what  a  day  for  a  Thames  trout, 
and  no  humbug  either !  It  is  on  these  awful  days, 
after  the  baits  have  once  been  in  tJie  weirs,  that  one 
has  a  rattling  good  chance.  Reason  why,  the 
baits  all  go,  and  the  trout  get  the  very  dickens  of 
an  appetite.  You  put  a  bait  over  them  and  the 
thing  is  done,  bar  accidents. 

Is  it  not  on  record  that  "J.  P.  W."  killed  a 
brace  of  big  trout  and  lost  one  some  161b.  weight 
(more  or  less)  at  Molesey  on  one  of  the  vilest  days 
that  the  clerk  of  the  weather  ever  concocted  ? 

Therefore,  when  getting  on  my  waders,  I  was 
not  one  bit  surprised  to  see  a  trout,  recently 
caught — a  nice  fish  about  41b.  in  weight — and  I 
went  on  to  the  weir  with  a  full  confidence  of 
getting  another. 

I  tried  the  big  weir,  the  snow  falling  heavily, 
and  the  wind  coming  in  gi-eat  guns  from  about 
N.W.  Not  succeeding,  I  waded  into  the  shallow 
water,  and  spun  the  tail  end  of  the  weir  as  far  as 
I  could  throw,  then  crossed  the  weir  and  tried  the 
other  side.  Tug,  tug,  all  at  oncf,  and  a  heavy 
pull.  Another  fisherman  came  running  with  the 
net  after  a  minute  or  two,  but  I  was  reluctantly 
obliged  to  tell  him  it  was  only  a  chub ;  and  a 
beauty  it  was,  at  least  41b.  in  weight,  thick  and 
heavy.  The  brute  broke  off  a  triangle  while  I 
was  extracting  the  hooks.  It  is  close  season  for 
"  knocks  on  the  head  "  as  regards  coarse  fish.  I 
pitched  him  in  again,  little  the  worse  for  wear, 
put  up  a  fresh  tackle,  and  went  off  to  the 
Tumbling  Bay. 

The  wind  there  was  so  terrible  that  it  was  quite 
dangerous  to  stand  on  the  platform,  and  the  line 
bellied  about  so  that  fishing  was  almost  im- 
possible, so  I  left  the  weir  for  awhile ;  it  was  not 
good  enough.  Towards  evening  the  storm  died 
away,  and  I  started  to  fish  again  in  earnest. 
When  the  wind  dropped,  the  water  fell  consider- 
ably in  the  weir ;  it  was  not  driven  in  waves  and 
spray  over  the  weir-fall,  and  the  lower  water 
fished  perfectly.  I  spun  a  small  bait  over  the 
likely  spots  most  carefully.  Jig,  jig,  the  bait 
went,  and  presently,  in  a  very  favourite  spot,  the 
rodtop  was  jerked  violently  down,  and  a  trout 
was  leaping  and  tearing  down  the  big  run  as  only 
a  trout  can ;  up  and  down  and  across  the  heavy 
water  he  went.  At  his  first  leap  I  saw  it  was 
only  a  small  fish,  but  he  was  a  rare  plucked  one  ! 
I  played  him  till  he  turned  on  his  side,  walked 
down  the  steps,  washed  him  round  in  the  eddy, 
and  popped  the  net  under  him. 

This  fish,  though  small  (only  Shlh.),  was  well 
hooked  indeed,  and  he  would  never  have  got 
away  without  breaking  the  tackle.  To  my  sur- 
prise, the  fish  wa^  evidently  an  old  one,  a  male 
fish  with  a  regular  "  kipper  "  under  jaw — a  silvery 
fish  thickly  covered  with  black  spots  on  sides, 
tail,  and  gill  covers. 

It  was  fine  sport  to  get  a  fish  in  siich  bad 
weather,  but  my  experience  is  that  if  the  water 
be  right  no  weather  is  too  bad  to  kill  fish  in. 

One  of  the  most  genial  anglers  who  ever  caught 
a  Thames  trout  was  the  late  Doctor  John 
Brunton.  Success  attended  his  efforts  at  the 
very  outset,  for  he  secured  a  very  fine  fish,  as  I 
understood  fronj^his  remarks,  on  his  first  trial, 
and  another  on  his  second.  If  I  remember 
rightly,  his  first  fish  was  some  81b.  in  weight, 
taken  by  spinning  between  Ohertsey  and  Shep- 
perton. Always  anxious  to  give  us  the  benefits 
of  his  varied  angling  experiences,  we  shall  miss 
him  sadly  at  the  meetings  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society ;  it  was  through  his  kindness  I  first  heard 
of  the  killing  powers  of  the  Wagtail  artificial 
bait. 

Writing  on  the  present  subject  reminded  me 
of  his  conversation  about  Thames  trout,  and  I 
close  my  remarks  with  a  most  respectful  tribute 
to  the  memoi-y  of  a  thorough  angler. 

•  OUAKLE.S  H.  WlIEELEy. 
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THE  ANNUAL  DINNER. 
The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  under  the  presidency 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill.  The  vice-chair 
was  occupied  by  Major  A.  J.  Travers  'prime 
warden  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company ),  and  there 
was  an  excellent  attendance  of  members  and 
visitors.  The  British  Sea  Anglers,  as  a  club,  met 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  for  the  first  occasion 
on  Wednesday,  but  for  the  future  this  will  be 
their  headquarters.  They  will  hold  their  weekly 
gatherings  there  every  Wednesday,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilcocks,  the  veteran  sea  angler,  delivering  the 
inaugural  lecture,  as  far  as  the  society's  new 
home  is  concerned,  on  Wednesday  evening  next. 
The  dinner  was  one  of  the  most  successful  held 
by  this  "  go-ahead  "  society.  Among  those  present 
were : 

Messrs.  P.  C.  Baker,  J.  N.  Blyth,  J.  Butler,  T.  B. 
Bates,  W.  Bennett,  T.  Edwards.  E.  .1.  Holbrow,  .7.  W, 
Smith,  A.  W.  Taylor,  C.  T.  Coombs,  II.  Ccdner,  U. 
Tautz,  Chas.  Buswell,  II.  T.  Buffery,  R.  Bradford, 
H.  Weber  Brown,  G.  Read  Clarke,  G.  J.  Criafield, 
C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke  "),  W.  C.  Canton, 
G.  H.  Howard  (Fi.-7rin;/ Gase^e),  A.:  R.  Matthews  ^T/ie 
Angler),  W.  Craig,  J.  H.  Dankin,  Julius  Davis,  H. 
Edwards,  G.  Fletcher,  John  Friers,  J.  J.  A.  Grumley, 
W.  T.  Green,  Preston  E.  C.  Gardner,  Major  G.  Gordon, 
Messrs.  W.  Gowland,  G.  C.  Horsman,  J.  N.  Heam, 
A.  Hodson,  Croft  Handley,  Cbas.  Handley,  W.  Ive, 
Michael  Jacob,  A.  Krenkel,  John  Lees,  H.  W.  Lane, 
E.  T.  Laoey,  Arthur  Mignot.  H.  T.  Moore,  C.  O. 
Minchin,  B.  M.  Mallett,  S.  T.  Mimpriss,  W.  Marshall,  B. 
McFee,  W.  Meyers,  G.  NiUter,  H.  Norton,  L.  A. 
Ormiston,  G.  F.  Penney,  S.  J.  Prior,  W.  S.  Penney, 
W.  H.  Puckle,  A.  W.  Parker,  G.  Reynolds,  J.  Robin- 
son, J.  Eisien,  Woollard,  Beard,  W.  Maraden  Smith, 
J.  W.  Simon,  M.  Smith,  H.  Simmons,  E.  Bessie, 
G.  White,  I.  Jonas,  F.  Pfnuey,  H.  C.  Simmonds, 
M.  Schmidt,  L.  Sannt,  J.  G.  Tolhnrst,  S.  Tucker,  J.  A. 
Travers,  R.  J.  Tomlin,  J.  Wrench  Towse  (secretary  to  the 
Fishmongers'  Company),  G.  Vaugban,  B.  Warsop,  F.  W. 
Wohlgemuth,  G.  Wheeler,  F.  Ward,  A.  W.  Watts,  J.  W. 
Zaehrsdorf,  E.  Bennett,  Chas,  Bramley,  King  Lovett, 
and  E.  Hanger. 

The  usual  loyal  toasts  having  been  heartily 
honoured. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  read  telegrams  and 
letters  of  regret  at  absence  from,  among  others, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Payton,  British  Consul  at  Calais  (and 
a  well-known  writer  on  angling  under  the  nom  de 
plume  of  "Sarcelle"  in  the  Field);  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette;  Mr.  R. 
Biddulpli  Martin,  M.P.,  the  society's  honorary- 
treasurer;  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Litchfield,  the  latter,  it 
was  announced,  away  on  his  honeymoon.  He 
wired :  "  Two  British  Sea  Anglers  wish  success  to 
the  dinner."  A  telegram  which  was  received  with 
hearty  cheers. 

The  Chairman  next  proposed  "  Success  to  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society."  He  said  that  that 
toast,  after  the  toast  of  the  "  Queen,"  was  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  because  it  was  the  toast 
of  their  noble  selves — of  a  society  on  which 
the  sun  never  would  set,  and  of  a  society 
which,  to  paraphrase  the  words  of  the  song 
they  had  just  heai-d,  "  Will  last  to  all  Eternity," 
as  it  went  on  increasing  in  numbers,  health, 
and  strength.  (Applause.)  Perhaps  some  of 
them  would  say,  "  That  is  all  very  well ;  where 
do  you  get  it  from  ? "  Well,  from  the  pro- 
gramme ;  on  its  front  page  they  would  find  a 
picture  of  the  rising  sun,  then  several  anglers  in  a 
boat — they  looked  as  if  they  were  both  ti7ing  to 
foul  each  other's  lines — (laughter) — and  there 
they  could  also  see  the  fisherman  for'ard.  Later 
on  they  saw  they  had  hooked  two  mermaids — 
(laughter) — and  while  one  angler  was  trying  to 
kiss  a  mermaid,  the  other  mermaid  was  waiting 
for  her  chance  to  arrive.  There  was  also  depicted 
Father  Neptune,  who,  all  smiles,  seemed  to  say, 
'"I've  done  all  that  before."  (Laughter)  So 
they  would  see  that  that  picture  indicated  what  a 
happy  thing  it  was  to  be  sea  anglers  when  they 
could  go  fishing  and  catch  fish.  (Laughter. )  But 
they  were  not  fishing  that  night,  and  it  was  just 
possible  that  in  that  fact  might  lie  the  danger, 
because  he  was  quite  sure  that  all  there  that 
evening  were  determined  to  enjoy  themselves 
— he  himself  was  already  well  on  the  road 
in  that  direction — yet  they  were  not  eea 
anglers  merely  by  name,  hoping  to  come  there 
for  the  purpose  of  convivial  entertainment  only, 
but  were  there  to  also  talk  about  what  had  been 
done  in  the  sea  fishing  world,  and  of  the  know- 
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ledge  which  had  been  acquired  from  brother 
anglers  at  the  weekly  meetings.    Their  primary 
object  was  to  be  upon  the  sea,  and  their  secondary 
object  was  to  be  there  this  evening.    To  be  upon 
the  sea,  he  might  say,  however,  was  not  at  all 
times  a  pleasant  thing,  especially  when  they  were 
ill.    (Laughter.)    He  (the  Chairman)  upon  one 
occasion  went  over  from  Folkestone  to  Deal  to 
see  Mr.  Clarke  catch  fish,  but  he  did  not  get  a 
single     specimen.     (Laughter.)  Nevertheless, 
determination  and  perseverance  overcame  most 
obstacles,  and  he  believed  Mr.  Clarke  had  caught 
fish  since  then.    At  all  events,  he  said  so,  and  if 
that  was  the  case  it  must  be  so.    (Laughter.)  The 
society  was  growing  to  such  an  extent  that  not 
only  had  it  branches  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Wales,   but  through  the  exertions  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  room,  Ireland  had  been  brought 
within  the  fold.     (Cheers.)     He  believed  that 
Irishmen  were  both  Tories  and  good  sportsmen  if 
they  approached  them  properly ;  and,  with  regard 
to  their  sea  coast,  its  richness  for  sea  fishing,  he 
believed,  had  not  yet  been  found  out.    The  West 
Coast  of  Ireland  teemed  with  fish.    (Hear,  hear.) 
When  they  found  that  the  anglers  had  caught  all 
the  fish  which  were  to  be  taken  ofE  Deal,  and 
when  they  went  on  increasing  in  their  numbers — 
and  that  would  soon  happen — they  would  have  to 
seek  some  other  fishing  ground.    Well,  let  them 
make  up  a  little  party  and  go  to  the  West  Coast 
of  Ireland,  where  they  would,  he  thought,  get  fish. 
He  would  commend  that  as  an  idea  to  the  hon. 
secretary.    He  (the  Chairman)  proceeded  to  refer 
to  an  angling  experience  of  his  own  at  Exmouth, 
whei-e  his  father  and  he  nearly  filled  the  boat  with 
mackerel.    On  the  way  to  shore  his  father  re- 
marked :  "  Tom,  we'll  have  an  auction  on  the 
beach  " — (laughter) — and  this  they  did,  he  (the 
Chairman)  having  to  unload  the  boat.  His  father 
in  the  meantime  had  perambulated  the  district, 
and,  having  gathered  a  crowd  round,  at  once  pro- 
cesded  to  constitute  himself,  in  a  most  illegal 
manner,  an  auctioneer— (laughter) — selling  the  fish 
for  the  benefit  of  the  local  cottage  hospital.  (Cheers.) 
He  could  remember  his  sore  hands  as  a  result  of 
handling  the  mackerel,  but  everything  was  very 
enjoyable.    That  to  him  showed  that  when  they 
had  hard  work  and  good  sport  they  never  failed 
to  look  back  to  such  pleasurable  incidents  as  that 
to  which  he  h;i,d  referred.    (Cheers.)    He  beliered 
that  if  they  wished  to  enjoy  themselves  as  sea 
anglei's  they  could  not  do  better  than  stick  to  that 
association,  and  ask  their  friends  to  come  in  and 
join  it  as  well.    (Cheers.)    So  long  as  they  had  a 
secretary  like  their  present  secretary,  and  so  long 
as  they  made  enthusiasm  their  motto,  he  did  not 
see  what  they  had  to  fear.    (Cheers.)    Why,  they 
even  had  a  Bishop  of  Litchfield  among  them — 
(laughter)— and  he  had  that  evening  sent  them  a 
message  from  some  other  place  than  Litchfield. 
(Laughter.)    He   (the  "Bishop")  was  on  his 
honeymoon,  and,  though  he  was  called  the  Bishop 
of  Litchfield,  he  may  be  said  to  have  lived  at 
Deal.     (More  laughter.)     Under    the  circum- 
stances, however,   he  had  not   forgotten  the 
association,  since  he  had  found  his  wife  amongst 
the  members.    (Laughter.)    In  conclusion,  the 
Chairman  remarked  that  at  that  moment  nothing 
was  nearer  to  his  heart  than  the  interests  of  that 
society,  many  members  of  which  were  present, 
and  he  wished  it  long  life,  prosperity,  health, 
wealth,  and  an  increasing  membership.    Might  it 
go  on  as  it  had  begun,  and  might  it  go  on  to  all 
eternity.    (Loud  cheers.) 

"  The  Visitors "  was  submitted  by  Mr.  R. 
Pkeston-Gardnek,  who  expressed  the  pleasure, 
on  behalf  of  the  society,  it  gave  them  to  welcome 
the  guests  at  their  banquet.  The  society  was  a 
using  one,  and  he  hoped  that  many  of  the  visitors 
with  them  that  evening  would  be  members  next 
year.  (Cheei-s.)  In  his  opinion  there  was  no 
better  sport  than  that  of  sea  fishing.  A  man  who 
participated  in  it  returned  from  his  outing  not 
only  better  in  health  but  in  better  temperament. 
They  had  weekly  meetings,  where  there  were  many 
things  to  learn,  where  good  fellowship  prevailed, 
and  where  there  was  the  making  of  friendships. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  E.  M.  Kii,vKHT  suitably  acknowledged  the 
toast. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Tress  "  was  ably  proposed 
by  Mr.  C.  O.  Mjnciijn,  and  was  acknowledged  by 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (editor  of  the  Bazaar  Sportsman,  s 
hupplcmmt)  and  Mr.  U.  H.  Howard  (Finhimi 
Qazetie).  ^ 


Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  referring  to  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,  remarked  that  he  had  always 
done  his  best  for  it.  (Cheers.)  He  had  never 
lost  an  opportunity  of  advocating  its  claims,  and 
advising  sea  anglers  all  over  the  kingdom  to  join 
it.  It  had  done  a  good  work.  The  professional 
fishermen,  in  his  opinion,  did  not  know  as  much 
as  they  did  with  regard  to  the  capture  of  sea  fish. 
In  some  cases  they  (the  professionals)  were  now 
following  their  methods — they  were  using  smaller 
hooks  and  were  also  fishing  with  gut.  He  (Mr. 
Cook)  had,  indeed,  used  the  rod.in  certain  districts 
without  any  remarks  being  passed  on  that  style 
of  sea  fishing.  That,  he  thought,  indicated  pro- 
gress. (Hear,  hear.)  He  hoped  the  society  would 
never  lose  sight  of  its  aims  and  objects.  (Hear, 
hear.)  In  conclusion,  he  congratulated  them 
upon  its  remarkable  success.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  also  acknowledged  the 
toast,  and  expressed  the  regret  Mr.  Marston  felt 
at  being  unable  to  be  with  them.  He,  however, 
had  sent  him  (Mr.  Howard)  to  represent  him,  and 
he  wished  the  society  continued  success.  It  was 
doing  a  good  work,  and  the  members  were  all 
excellent  sportsmen. 

The  Chairman  presented  the  prizes  won  by 
members  last  season,  and  took  occasion  to 
heartily  congratulate  the  various  winners,  who 
were  loudly  cheered.  The  successful  anglers  and 
their  prizes  were  as  follows  :  The  Deal  Corpora- 
tion Challenge  Cup  and  the  society's  gold  medal 
for  the  heaviest  fish  were  taken  by  Mr.  William 
Ive,  with  a  cod  weighing  131b.  4oz. ;  and  the 
silver  medal  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Dunkin,  with  a  pollack 
weighing  121b.  In  Class  2  the  silver  medal  was 
taken  by  Mr.  A.  Krenkel,  with  four  cod  weighing 
21Ib.  8oz. ;  while  in  Class  3  the  silver  medal  was 
taken  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Baker,  whose  best  twelve 
whiting  weighed  lOlb.  5oz. ;  and  the  bronze  medal 
fell  to  Mr.  T.  Tates,  whose  best  twelve  weighed 
101b.  The  bronze  medal  in  Class  4  was  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  C.  Mason,  with  two  plaice  weighing 
lib.  12oz.  In  the  Pier  Competition,  Class  5,  Mr. 
T.  Sexton  again  carried  olf  the  silver  medal  with 
a  catch  of  nineteen  pollack,  weighing  211b. 

Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  (whose  rising  was  the 
signal  for  a  chorus  of  cheers)  proposed,  in 
eulogistic  terms,  "  The  Health  of  the  Chairman." 
He  was  sure  they  would  all  feel  very  gratified 
that  his  lordship  had  been  elevated  to  the  Bench. 
(Cheers.)  He  had  confen-ed  a  great  honour  on 
them  by  presiding  that  night.  Speaking 
personally — he  had  known  the  Hon.  Mr.  J ustice 
Bucknill  for  many  years,  and  had  been  engaged 
with  him  professionally — he  would  say  this,  that 
never  had  he  met  a  man  more  hand  in  hand  with 
anyone.  (Cheers.)  As  a  social  friend  he  was — 
if  he  might  be  permitted  to  vise  the  term — a  good 
pal;  he  was  a  good  companion  to  everyone. 
(Cheers.)  In  reference  to  the  day  their  chairman 
came  over  to  Deal  to  see  him  (Mr.  Clarke)  fish, 
the  water  was  so  thick — (A  voice :  "  Excuse  ') — 
that  there  was  no  chance  of  pollack  fishing. 
(Laughter.)  He  (Mr.  Clarke)  tried  with  the  well- 
known  parchment  bait,  but  it  was  all  in  vain. 
(Laughter.)  In  conclusion,  he  asked  them  to 
drink  long  life,  health,  and  happiness  to  the 
Chairman,  might  he  long  be  an  ornament  to  the 
Bench,  and  might  he  long  do  his  duty  to  his 
Qaeen  and  country,  as  he  had  always  done  in  the 
past.    (Cheers.)  , 

The  toast  was  enthusiastically  honoured,  the 
company  singing  "  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow ; " 
and  in  reply, 

The  Chairman  suitably  responded,  thanking 
Mr.  Clai-ke  and  the  company  for  the  kind  way  in 
which  they  had  received  him  that  evening.  He 
also  referred  to  the  sports  he  followed,  and  related 
an  amusing  incident  while  sea  fishing  at  the 
entrance  to  Weymouth  Harbour,  and,  regretting 
that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  tjie  meeting  to  catch 
a  train,  requested  Major  Graham  Gordon  to  take 
his  place  in  the  chair. 

The  Vice-Chairman  next  gave  the  toast  of 
"  The  Honorai-y  Committee  and  Officers,"  remark- 
ing that  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  was  an 
extremely  well  managed  one,  and  while  it  was  la 
the  hands  of  such  an  excellent  committee  and  hon. 
secretary  it  would  long  continue  to  be.  (Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  acknowledged  by  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (Dr.  Patterson),  who  remarked  tha*} 
during  the  past  fifteen  months  they  had  held  a 
weekly  meeting,  and  he  only  wished  that  at  those 
gatherings  they  might  have  such  an  attendance  of 
gentlemen  as  he  saw  around  him  that  evening. 


(Hear,  hear.)  They  had  over  900  members,  and 
he  wished  one-tenth  of  them  would  attend  one 
quarter  of  the  meetings  he  had  referred  to.  As 
regarded  the  work  of  the  society,  he  had  been 
backed  up  by  a  capital  committee — (cheers) — in 
proof  of  which  they  had  had  twenty-nine  com- 
mittee meetings  during  the  past  year.  Theirs 
was  the  largest  angling  society  in  the  country. 
(Cheers.)  He  had  an  announcement  to  make  to 
them  that  evening — they  had  moved  into  a  new 
home,  to  a  more  central  position,  viz.,  to  the 
Holborn  Restaurant.  Their  first  meeting  would 
be  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  Mr.  J.  0. 
Wilcocks,  the  veteran  sea  angling  author,  would 
read  them  a  paper.  (Cheers.) 

Major  Graham  Gordon  next  asked  the  com- 
pany to  drink  to  the  health  of  the  vice-chairman, 
and  dealt  with  several  matters  of  interest  to  sea 
anglers,  one  being  the  three-mile  limit.  He  also 
mentioned  that  their  vice-chairman  that  evening 
was  the  Prime  Warden  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Cornpany,  and  also  an  ordinary  member  of  the 
society.  He  thought  the  combination  of  their 
chairman  and  Major  Travers  was  a  very  happy 
one,  and  one  which  did  honour  to  the  society, 
and  upon  which  the  executive  ought  to  be 
congratulated.  (Cheers.) 

Replying,  Major  Travers  said  that  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  and  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  ought  to  work  together.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  was  sure  the  society  would  always  fimd  them 
lend  welcome  assistance  when  they  could  do  so  at 
the  HaU.  (Cheers.)  They  had  there  a  society — 
a  kindred  society,  he  might  say — which  was 
friendly  to  the  B.S.A.S,,  namely,  the  National 
Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Society.  It  was  part 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company's  duty  to  help  the 
fisheries,  both  in  fresh  and  salt  water — (cheers) — 
and  the  Court  took  very  great  interest  in  all 
fishing  matters,  and  he  looked  forward  to  that 
interest  increasing  every  year.  There  was,  he 
thought,  very  much  which   members    of  the 

B.  S.A.S.  might  do  in  assisting  in  the 
development  of  our  fisheries.  (Hear,  hear.) 
They  could  also  help  the  scientific  researches 
of  experts  as  regards  the  habits,  &c.,  of  sea  fish. 
With  reference  to  the  three-mile  limit,  it  was  hia 
opinion  that  if  it  was  extended  there  would  be 
even  greatei-  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  lines- 
men's rights  than  there  was  at  present  in  their 
own  waters.  (Hear,  hear.)  Therefore  he  would 
urge  the  members,  in  their  individual  capacity, 
to  oppose  it,  and  jealously  to  guard  their  rights 
within  that  three-mile  limit.  (Cheers.) 

There  was  an  excellent  musical  progiamme 
during  the  evening,  the  artistes  including  Messrs. 

C.  Bramley  (who  was  the  life  and  soul  of  the 
evening),  E.  T.  Lacey,  E.  Bennett  (another  good 
boy),  and  Lovett  King  (at  the  piano). 


GRESHAM  ANGLERS'  OPENING  DINNER. 


The  opening  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Anglers  took  place 
at  Chesbam  on  Saturday  last,  April  8.  Several  members, 
including  Dr.  Patterson,  Messrs.  M.  Davis,  Chasteney, 
and  P.  E.  Eldred,  went  down  to  Chesham  by  the  10.27 
from  Baker-street,  and  within  a  few  minntes  of  their 
arrival  were  greeted  with  one  sample  of  the  weather  in  the 
shape  of  a  blizzard.  However,  not  to  be  daunted,  Messrs. 
Patterson,  Chasteney,  and  Eldred  pnt  their  rods  together 
and  started  fishing,  with,  for  Eome  time,  no  result,  the 
surface  of  the  water  more  resembling  a  miniature  sea  than 
a  trout  stream.  It  (the  weather)  hailed,  and  rained,  and 
snowed,  and  blew,  in  fact,  drove  us  to  take  shelter  under 
the  friendly  lee  of  a  shed.  Then  succeeded  a  short  period 
of  bright  sunshine,  and  the  rods  were  again  at  work,  and 
both  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Eldred  were  successfnl  in  luring 
the  trout  from  their  chilly  element. 

Again  shelter  had  to  be  sought,  as  a  storm,  fiercer  and 
colder  than  the  preceding  one,  broke  over  the  valley, 
darkening  the  sky,  and  making  ui  think  that  we  were 
back  again  in  January,  with  an  extra  special  blizzard  in 
full  blast.  And  so  the  day  proceeded — intervals  of  winter 
and  spring  altercating.  By  this  time  more  Greshamites 
arrived,  and  proceeded  to  try  their  luck,  but  the  weather 
was  too  much,  or  too  many,  in  the  way  of  samples  of 
snow,  hail,  rain,  &c.,  to  allow  of  any  really  successful  hshiag 
being  dcn9.  However,  Dr.  Patterson  and  Messrs,  Eldred 
and  Chasteney  all  took  fish — Dr.  Patterson,  three,  all  over 
the  limit,  only  reta'ning  one  ;  Eldred,  four  j  and  Chasteney, 
one  ;  all  returned  to  give  sport  at  some  future  occasion. 

Then  came  one  of  the  events  of  the  day,  viz.,  the 
turning  in  of  fome  hundreds  of  two-year-old  trout  (fario), 
which  was  successfully  accomplished  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  J.  B.  Cloee,  assisted  by  Messrs.  Woodruff, 
Goodwin,  and  Formay,  the  latter  kindly  making  all  pro- 
vieion  for  the  carriage  of  the  cans  from  the  station  to  the 
water.  It  was  a  sight  to  see  the  trout  rising  iramediately 
upon  their  release.  They  apparently  did  not  mind  the 
inclement  weather ;  in  fact,  seemed  to  be  enjoying  theai< 
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selvea  immensely.  Another  storm,  another  period  of 
enforc  ed  inartivity,  and  rods,  &c.,  were  put  up. 

And  now  came  the  event  of  the  day,  viz.,  dinner,  well 
deserved  by  those  who  had  given  up  their  afternoon  to 
placing  the  fijh  in  their  new  home,  and  ardently  deserved 
by  all,  as  the  keen  air  had  siven  all  sharp  set  appetites. 
The  hostess  of  the  Black  Horse  had  prepared  a  capitil 
repast,  and  by  common  consent  Mr.  Mark  Davis  was  voted 
the  place  of  honour.  Ample  justice  was  done  to  the  many 
good  things  provided,  and  all  showed  that  if  the  weather 
had  spoilt  the  fishing,  it  had,  if  anything,  improved  the 
appetite. 

The  members  present  were  Messrs.  Davis,  Close,  Dr. 
Patt<r30n,  Marshall,  Bridgmao,  Connellan,  Eldred, 
Chasteney,  Hicks,  Reeves,  Goodwin,  West,  Formay, 
Woodruff,  and  Ford  (son  of  Ford,  of  Caistor  fame),  who 
was  invited  to  see  the  fish  turned  out. 

Altogether  the  day  proved  an  enjoyable  one,  in  spite  of 
the  adverse  conditions  of  the  weather.  F.  E. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  weather 
has  shown  no  iojprovement  of  any  importance  sicoe  the 
commencement  of  the  trout  season,  to  the  great  disappoint- 
ment of  those  anglers  whose  expectations  from  the  mild 
change  were  somewhat  sanguine  of  securing  some  gooi 
fish.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  one  of  the  practical  members  of 
the  committje  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  is  heartily  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  being  the  only  snccessfal  angler  in  this 
portion  of  the  Thames  during  the  first  seven  days  of  the 
season,  and  in  three  days,  with  bis  skilful  attendant, 
Charles  Hone,  landing  four  trout.  One  of  these,  weighing 
41b.,  was  sent  for  my  acceptance,  and,  on  cleaning  it,  I 
was  Eurprised  to  find  it  full  of  well-developed  spawn  and  a 
dead  minnow.  I  have  just  heard  from  Major  Arthur 
Terry  that  on  Saturday  last  he  landed  his  first  trout  this 
season — one  of  •31b.  lOoz. — in  the  backwater  at  Weybridge, 
and  adds  that,  having  fished  from  the  weirs  at  Shepperton, 
he  had  seen  the  siifn  of  a  trout,  but  they  were  swarming 
with  large  dace  and  roach,  which  gives  further  evidence  of 
the  river  being  well  stocked  with  fish  for  the  general 
body  of  anglers.  Last  Saturday  was  remarkable  for 
gome  heavy  falls  of  snow,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  the 
trout  will  not  feed  at  such  a  time,  but  this  was  somewhat 
negatived  on  that  day,  as  both  Major  Terry  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley  creeled  a  trout  each,  the  latter  securing  one  of 
about  3Jlb.  In  the  opinion  of  cne  of  my  most  accomplished 
correspondents,  "the  worse  the  weather,  the  better  the 
chance,"  is  his  theory,  "  provided  the  water  is  in  good 
condition,  as  no  weather  stops  tim  from  trying  for  a  fish." 
I  have  received  a  letter  from  one  of  the  honorary  river 
keepers,  who  considers  it  a  good  thing  not  allowing  them 
the  use  of  a  cast  net,  as  some  wanted  to  hold  a  deputation 
«imply  to  b3  able  to  use  it,  and  suggests  the  advisability  of 
restricting  the  profefsional  fishermen  from  using  it  alter 
dirk.  The  continuation  of  cold  winds  and  frosty  nights 
has  kept  the  big  fish  down,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
another  small  fish  having  been  taken  at  Hampton  Court, 
the  reports  this  morning  (Wednesday)  are  a  complete 
blank.  The  official  report  as  to  the  movements  of  the 
perch  is  they  have  not  began  to  spawn. — B. 

—  (Eton). — The  heart  of  the  trout  angler  is  be  coming 
weary  with  waiting  for  a  change  in  the  wind  to  a  warmer 
quarter.  I  was  out  this  morning  about  six,  but  there  was 
a  sharp  frost,  and  needless  to  say  not  a  fish  was  to  be 
seen  on  the  move.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  this 
week,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  a  fish  leing  taken  in  this 

district.— CEf  IL  HOWLETT. 

  (Hampton  Court).— Williim  Milbourne  says  : 

"  Mr.  Woods,  of  Molesey,  on  Monday  evening  took  a  nice 
little  trout,  weighing  3Jlb.,  at  the  back  weir.  The  water 
is  in  good  order,  but  we  want  warmer  weather." — B. 

—  (Shepperton). — Major  Arthur  Terry  caught  a 
small  trout  of  31b.  lOoz.  in  the  backwater  at  Weybridge  ; 
and  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  on  the  same  day  (Saturday), 
landed  one  of  3Jlb.  out  of  the  Tumbling  Bay,  and  in  addition 
a  very  large  chub,  which  he  returned.  It  is  remarkable 
that  the  only  three  fish  reported  this  week  are  of  the 
same  size  — B. 

  (Teddington).— Some  of  the  trout  fishers  have 

been  at  work,  but  the  only  results  have  been  the  hooking 
of  chub,  barbel,  and  jick,  which  were  all  safely  returned. 
— B. 

Coin  (Oloncestertlxire). — The  season  opened  on 
April  1 ,  and  some  good  sport  iias  been  had  both  on  hotel 
and  private  waters.    Mf.  Carbonell,  on  the  Fairford  Park 
water,  creeled  hij  six  brace  ;  and  Mr.  Wykeham  Martin, 
on  the  Bibury  Court  waters,  four  and  a  half  brace. 
Amongst  others  who  have  been  out  on  the  Gloucester- 
shire streams,  are  Messrs.  John  Morgan,  C.  Chard, 
K.  lies,  Yeates,  Hadley,  Rogers,  Russell,  Livingstone, 
Jackson,  Jenkins,  &o.     Hekt  flies  are  March  Brown, 
Pale  Winged  Olive  Dun,  Whirling  Blue,  Brown  Sherry 
Spinner,  Blue  Dun,  Coch  y-bondhn,  and  Red  Soldier 
I    Palmer  on  roagh  days.    Weather  changeable.    Snow  on 
I    Monday.    Tront  in  good  ccniition,  and  rivers  in  fair 
i    order. —  f'A\. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Dlatriot).— The  north-we&t  wind 
and  stormy  weather  hag  interfered  with  eport  this  week. 
Last  week  Mr.  K.  D.'stin  had  a  basket  of  tivo  dozen,  and 
other  takes  of  a  few  brace  have  been  made  by  Totnes  rods. 
Minnow  fishing  will  be  continued  at  Totnes  weir  until  the 
end  of  this  month,  by  order  of  the  angling  association. 
Mr.  £dbro:>ke,  of  FurzeUigh  Mills,  killed  another  salmon  a 
I  day  or  so  since,  in  tto  association  water  at  Bnlkamore 
I    Quarry  pool,  with  the  prawn.    The  fish  soiled  181b. 
,  I>aring  the  holidays  Messrs.  F.  and  J.  Wiudeattaad  Evans 
bad  some  sport  with  trout  at  Holne  Chase.— Devo.nian, 


Devonshire  Streams.  —  The  rains  have  put  the 
streams  in  better  condition,  and  the  salmon  rivers  are  now 
in  trim.  During  the  holidays  a  numbjr  of  trout  were 
killed  in  the  upper  Lyd  district,  where  the  prospects  of  a 
season's  good  sport  are  distinctly  favourable,  fish  being 
numerous.  The  best  takes  have  been  from  the  Tavy, 
Cliave  distiict.  Trouting  on  the  southern  livers  has  not 
provided  anything  approaching  large  creels,  in  spite  of  the 
increased  volume.  Most  anglers  have  "  drawn  blanks  "  afi 
regards  gilmon  fishing,  although  Mr.  Edbrooke  has  killed 
several  fine  fish  this  year  in  the  Dart,  near  Buckfastleigh. 
— Devonian. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 

The  rivers  are  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  numerous 
good  baskets  of  trout  are  being  taken.  The  weather  has 
been  very  cold  for  some  days  past,  but  the  wind  has  now 
gone  round  to  the  west. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  remunerative  takes  of  last  week 
have  during  the  present  week  been  superseded  by  in- 
different reEults,  and  in  only  isolated  cases  are  catches 
recorded.  For  this  the  prevalence  of  cold  easterly  winds 
is  mainly  responsible.  Not  a  few  local,  as  well  as  visiting, 
enthusiasts  have  been  out,  and  only  in  the  higher  reaches 
have  catches  been  effected  at  all,  and  these  appear  to  be 
so  scanty  in  number  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  a 
record  being  obtained.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  water 
is  somewhat  heavy,  and  prospects  of  sport  for  the  ensuing 
week  only  moderate.  Swarms  of  smelc  are  reported  as 
being  in  the  tideway. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — General  conditions  still 
dead  agairst  angling.  Although  a  little  rain  has  fallen, 
the  river  has  received  no  benefit,  and  the  cold  winds  day 
after  day  have  effectually  kept  the  trout  down.  Up  to 
now  this  season  takes  very  high  rank  in  the  record  of  bad 
years,  the  early  spring  fishing  being  an  absolute  failure. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Distriot  (Sonth  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 
The  streams  of  the  distriot  are  stated  to  be  very  low  for 
the  time  of  the  year.  Cold  is  also  against  the  hatching 
out  of  flies.  As  a  consequence,  little  has  yet  been  done. 
An  odd  brace  are  picked  up  now  and  again,  but  they  are 
mostly  taken  with  bottom  baits  or  spinning.  As  soon  as 
weather  becomes  favourable  Sand  Flies,  February  Reds, 
March  Browns,  and  Bumbles  might  prove  useful. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  Distriot  (North  Notts).— From  the  Idle  dis- 
trict there  is  not  much  to  be  reported  in  the  way  of  sport. 
The  Rjton  is  noted  in  some  parts  for  its  fine  dace.  These 
are  believed  to  have  already  spawned.  Trout  fishing,  both 
on  this  stream  and  the  Idle,  his  had  little  success,  though, 
as  the  streams  contain  good  fish,  better  things  are 
expected.  Salmon  are  said  to  be  ascending  the  Trent,  and 
these  are  followed  as  usual  by  a  school  of  porpoises.  As 
yet  we  have  heard  of  no  captures  in  the  lengths  between 
Gainsborough  and  Newark. — L. 

Lark  (Lackford  and  Icklingham). — Trout  fishing 
in  this  river  has  improved  somewhat.  Mr.  J.  Hedges,  out 
on  Apiil  6,  killed  tno  trout,  31b.  6oz.  and  ISoz  ,  also  a 
pike,  3ilb.  Mr.  H.  Mayhew,  on  the  10th,  one  trout,  lilb., 
one  pike,  and  a  nice  eel.  The  weather  during  the  piat 
week  has  been  anything  but  pleasant  by  the  riverside.  The 
water  is  in  very  fair  order  to-day  (Tuesday). — A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  cold  weather 
reported  last  week  hag  held  out,  and,  if  anything,  for  the 
first  few  days  of  this  week  it  has  been  worse  than  in  the 
middle  of  winter.  The  wind  occasionally  has  veered  to 
the  north,  and  this  kept  the  fish  down.  Whenever  the 
elements  were  favourable  for  a  short  spell  the  fish  rose 
freely,  the  best  basket  of  the  week  being  Dr.  Fenton's 
twenty-one  fish,  weighing  121b.  8oz.  On  April  5,  Dr. 
Fenton  and  Mr.  Foster  killed  nine,  51b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Mal- 
piss,  three,  lib.  lOoz. ;  and  Mr.  Isaac,  three,  lib.  6oz.  On 
the  fi.h  the  first  twokiUed  Lineteen,  121b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Isaaj, 
six,  41b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Malpass,  four,  21b.  lloz. ;  and  Mr. 
Tarrell,  two,  lib.  Icz.  On  the  7th  the  weather  was  too 
rough  for  any  fishing  to  be  attempted.  On  the  8th,  Dr. 
Fenton  creeled  six,  21b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Malpass,  eight, 
51b.  2oz  ;  and  Mr.  Isaac,  two,  lib.  9oz.  On  the  10th,  Dr. 
Fenton  killed  seven,  41b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Isaac,  six,  31b.  8jz  ; 
and  Mr.  Malpiss,  three,  lib.  9oz.  On  the  11th,  Dr. 
Fenton  killed  twenty-one,  121b.  8jz.;  and  Mr.  Malpass, 
twelve,  71b.  12oz. — Longdrift. 

Lea. — Many  anglers  are  now  anxiously  awaiting  the 
opening  of  the  Lea  trout  fishing  season,  which  begins  on 
the  I  St  prox.  Enthusiasts  have  already  paid  the  upper 
reaches  a  visit,  on  the  look  out  for  feeding  fish.  Several 
trout  have,  I  hear,  been  seen  on  the  move  during  the  past 
week  between  St.  Jlargaret's  Lock  and  Rye  House  Bridge ; 
and  it  is  well  known  that  tront  have  their  haunt  at  Hert- 
ford, Ware,  Hoddesdon,  Broxbourne,  &c.  On  the  same 
day  as  trout  fishing  begins,  eel  fishing  also  opens  in  the 
Lea  ;  and,  as  eels  are  very  destructive  to  spawn,  it  is 
hoped  a  good  many,  when  the  season  arrives,  v\ill  be 
brought  to  bank. — Izaak  Walton. 

Itugg  anl  Airow  (Leominster). —  These  trout 
streams  are  running  in  good  condition,  being  clear  and  a 
nice  level,  and  suitable  for  fly,  bottom,  or  minnow  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  most  changeable  this  week,  and 
falls  of  rain,  sleet,  and  hail,  with  strong  winds,  have  swept 
over  the  distiict,  and  made  it  uncomfortable  for  anglers  ; 
but  there  has  been  a  good  few  who  have  braved  the 
weather,  and  have  tried  Stone  Fly,  Blue  Dun,  Cowdun^, 
Red  Palmer,  March  Brown,  and  Iron  Blue,  and  have  been 
rewarded  with  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout,  and,  if  the 
weather  will  only  take  up,  there  will  be  good  sport  had  in 
ihU  district.  The  Pinsley  is  running  clear  and  in  order. 
— Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigrh  Salterton,  Devon).— We  have 
had  a  coM  spell  of  weather  for  the  last  week  with  violent 
wind,  chiefly  from  the  north,  which  has  been  greatly 
against  fly  fishing.  Last  Saturday,  however,  although  a 
most  bitter  day,  accompanied  by  hail  and  rain  storms, 
trout  moved  a  little,  one  rod  taking,  near  Tipton  St. 


John's,  five  brace  of  decent  fish.  Theje  all  took  the  gunk 
fly  in  the  otherwise  (^ciet  water,  lashed,  as  it  was,  into 
waves  by  the  strong  wind. — Ukko.v. 

Flowden  Waters  and  Oiiny.— The  weather  here 
since  last  report  bus  been  old,  with  rain  and  btormy  hail 
showers.  Little  fishing  has  been  done.  At  the  suggestion 
of  one  of  the  members,  Mr.  Plowden  has  bad  a  large  num- 
ber of  fresh  water  shrimp  turned  into  the  club  water, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  improve  the  condition  of  the  trout. 

— TRfTH. 

Pli  month. — We  have  had  some  nice  showers  locally, 
but  on  the  moor,  I  hear,  they  have  had  plenty  of  rain,  and 
the  rivers  are  in  better  condition  than  when  I  last  wrote. 
I  have  heard  of  some  good  baskets  from  the  Tamar  ;  a 
gentleman  fishing  last  Saturday  had  five  dozen  trout,  and 
on  Monday,  over  three  dozen  ;  all  fish  under  ^Ib.  were  put 
back  in  the  river.  How  about  our  Devonshire  sprats 
after  that?  We  have  the  fish  here,  and  only  want  th^ 
fishermen  to  catch  them.  Several  tijh  have  been  grassed 
during  the  week  over  Ulb.  The  Tavy  and  Walkham  are 
in  fairly  good  condition,  but  the  weather  is  too  unsettled 
for  moor  work. — Wilmam  Hearder. 

Severn  (Caeisws  to  Llandinaw),  Came  biook 
(Caerswa). — Monday  to  Saturday  last  nothing  much  done 
by  anyone,  weather  cold,  and  latter  part  very  rough. 
Heavy  flood  Thursday  and  Friday.  Fly  fishing  only 
allowed  now  on  the  Severn  over  the  Plus  Dinam  Estate. 
Minnow  fishing  has  played  "  Old  Harry  "  with  the  sport. 
Given  "  fairibh  "  weather  this  week,  some  good  baskets 
ought  to  be  made. — J.  E. 

Savern,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  wild  and  stormy  weath  !r  recently  experienced 
here  has  driven  away  most  of  the  angling  visitors,  bit  at 
present  the  state  of  affairs  is  all  that  can  be  desired  for 
angling,  and  in  a  few  da3  s  both  the  Yyrnwy  and  Tanat  will 
again  be  in  good  condition  for  the  fly,  if  the  present  fine 
weat'aer  continues.  The  Severn  is  still  flooded,  and  on 
Tuesday  afcernoon  rose  so  very  rapidly  that  the  local  pest- 
man  between  Llanymynech  and  Llandrinio,  on  his  return 
journey  to  Llanymynech  had  to  wade  through  2ct.  of 
water  for  a  long  distance.  Little  sport  has  been  had  here 
of  late,  but  Mr.  DnrnviUe  Lses,  Woodhill,  Oswestry, 
whilst  angling  on  the  Tanat,  in  the  preserved  waters  of 
that  river  at  Llanyedwyn,  captured  several  very  fine  trout 
and  grayling,  all  in  excellent  condition.  Permission  to 
angle  in  this  part  of  the  Tanet  cin  only  be  obtained  from 
the  Dowager  Lady  Williams  Wjnn,  Llangedwjn  Hall. — 
A'yrnwy. 

Snssez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Rivers 

and  streams  are  now  in  good  oider.  From  the  Ouse  a  few 
roach  have  been  taken  during  the  week,  and  from  tha 
tributaries  several  trout.  From  one  stream  in  the  Fletch- 
ing  district  seven  brace  of  trout  were  taken  in  one  day 
with  worm  and  minnow,  but  double  tha  quantity  of  parch 
were  hooked  atd  at  once  destroyed,  as  perch  and  tront  are 
too  agonistic  in  a  stream.  A  few  good  trout  have  been 
taken  from  the  tributaries  of  the  Adnr,  and  close  to 
Shoreham  a  rice  fish  of  31b.  was  taken  from  a  culvert  wich 
worm.  At  Chichester  Canal  reach  are  spawning,  and 
myriads  of  fish  may  be  seen  from  the  basin  to  the  locks — 
several  carp  up  to  141b.  in  the  basin  and  under  the  bridges. 
Tha  harbour  fishermen  have  had  good  sport  with  smelt. 
Mr.  Fowler,  fishing  from  a  boat  off  Apuldram  Sluice, 
recently  captured  twenty-two  dozen  ;  Mr.  Moore,  thirtejn 
dozen.  Those  who  would  like  a  day's  harbour  fishing 
among  smelt,  bass,  eels,  or  flat  fish,  should  write  to  Mr. 
George  Stoveld,  Birdham  Lock,  who  will  provide  bait  and 
boat,  and  pilot  his  patrons  to  saccessful  sport. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,   Carmarthenshire).  —  The 

river  is  in  very  good  order  for  fishing,  and  good  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  caught  during  the  past  week,  but  not  many 
salmon  or  sewin. — H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire),— Good  sport  is 
being  hid  with  trout,  which  are  p'.etitiful.  The  river  is  in 
first'iate  order. — H. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — In  this  district  the  Teme  continues 
to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  condition  for 
fishing.  The  weather  during  the  past  week  his  been  most 
changeable,  and  what  promised  to  be  a  successful  spring 
for  fishing  has  turned  out  just  tha  opposite,  and  we  are 
now  having  early  March  weather,  with  cold,  strong  winds 
and  showers  of  rain,  and  hail  and  snowstorms.  Fortu- 
nately, the  storms  have  been  of  short  duration,  and 
have  been  followed  by  sunshine,  and  the  tront  have  been 
rising  well  at  the  fly,  and  there  has  been  a  good  few  live 
flies  on.  There  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out,  who  have 
fished  duiiag  hail  storms  ani  snow,  and  they  have  been 
Euccesfcfal  in  landing  some  nice  trout.  The  best  killing 
flies  are  the  Blue  Dan,  February  Red,  Cowdung,  Stone 
Ply,  Iron  Bine,  and  Red  Palmers.  Bottom  fishing  has 
been  more  succ3£sful  of  late,  and  some  good  trout  have 
been  taken.  In  the  water  bslow  Ludlow  some  nice  trout 
have  been  ciught  with  fly.  Near  NewBiiJge  some  fair 
sized  fish  were  landed  on  Monday.  On  Tuesday  morning, 
in  the  Castle  Pound,  an  angler,  with  the  worm,  landed  a 
fine  trout,  IJlb.  weight.  Trout  have  btea  on  sale  at  the 
fishmongers  at  Is.  4J.  per  lb.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyohe  are  all  clear  and  in  fishing  order,  and  sport 
has  been  better  in  them  this  week. — S.  Li  dlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  is  continuing  to  rnn  in 
good  order  in  this  part,  and  is  at  a  nice  height,  and  suitable 
tor  anglirg,  but  the  weather  has  baen  anything  but  suitable 
for  fishing,  there  having  been  rain  and  hail  storms,  followed 
by  sunshine,  which  has  made  it  uncomfortable  for  anglers. 
For  all  that,  there  has  been  a  good  number  of  flies  on  ihs 
water  between  the  stoim;,  and  the  fish  have  been  well  on 
the  feed.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  have  used  fly, 
and  several  very  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken.  Tue 
flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dan,  Iron  Blue,  Cowdung,  Red 
Palmer,  March  Brown,  and  Stone  Fly.  With  warmer 
weather  sport  will  improve. — Worcester. 
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Withaju,  fto.  (SXid-LinoolnsIiire).— Trout  fishing 
is  very  quiet  in  the  Wold  and  upper  waters.  Weather  ia 
too  changeable.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Great  Central 
line  to  LoLdon,  and  the  breaking  of  the  working  agree- 
ment between  it  and  the  Great  Northern,  doubts  have 
been  expressed  as  to  changes  in  the  running  of  excursion 
trains  from  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire.  For  Eome  time 
there  has  been  difiiculty  in  getting  off  at  intermediate 
stations  beyond  Lincoln  with  through  tickets  to  Boston. 
We  now  hear  this  is  settled,  and  people  may  leave  the 
train  at  Bardney,  Stuthrey,  Stixwold,  Kirkstead,  &c., 
with  a  week-end  cheap  ticket  over  the  whole  distance. — 
Luci. 

W^e  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire). — A  few  anglers 
were  out  Friday  and  Saturday  last  week,  but  had  very 
poor  sport.  On  Sunday  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain,  which 
brought  a  flood  on  the  Derwent.  No  angling  since.  It 
will  be  Saturday  before  the  Derwent  will  bo  fishable. 
Both  rivers  are  too  high  for  fly  fishing,  and  will  be  until 
next  week,  when  the  following  flies  will  be  useful : 
February  Red,  Yellow  Dun  of  April,  Cooper's  fancy.  Blue 
Dun,  Grannom,  to  be  used  as  wet  flies  while  the  water  is 
hi^h. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— 
In  spite  of  the  fearfully  cold  east  and  north-westerly  wind, 
accompanied  by  storms  of  snow  and  hail,  a  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out  on  the  banks  of  all  our  streams ; 
but  the  hard  night  frosts  keep  insect  life  down,  and 
vegetation  is  making  very  slow  progress.  The  higher  hills 
are  frequently  covered  with  snow,  and  scarcely  a  fly, 
beyond  a  few  Midges  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  is  to 
be  seen  on  the  wing ;  consequently  there  is  little 
inducement  to  fish  fly,  and,  as  a  rule,  up  to  now 
but  meagre  dishes  have  been  made  with  it.  Some 
ouetomers,  however,  who  have  visited  the  Eden  tell  me 
sport  on  thit  river  has  been  very  fair  indeed ;  and,  strange 
to  say,  the  fish  there  have  taken  the  Orange  Partridge  and 
Bracken  Clcck  well,  along  with  the  Snipe  and  Purple 
and  Waterhen  Bloa,  the  last  two  flies,  with  the  March 
Brown,  Sparish  Needle,  Woodcock  and  Orange,  and 
Woodcock  and  Yellow,  are  uncjuestionably  the  best 
for  any  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers ;  but  as  yet  very 
few  natural  flies  have  made  their  appearance,  and 
more  fish  have  been  caught  with  the  natural  minnow, 
fished  on  Ariel  or  Chapman  tackle,  than  by  any  other 
method  of  angling,  and  in  clearing  waters  following 
freshets  some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  made  with 
it,  in  both  the  upper  Yore  and  Swale  particularly.  Some 
of  the  members  of  the  Bla  k  Ox  Angling  Club  have  had 
fair  sport  in  the  Codbeck,  Wiske,  and  Bedale  Beck  ;  but 
up  to  the  time  of  despatching  this  report  nothing 
particular  has  come  to  hand  from  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  or 
other  streams.  Snow  fell  early  this  morning,  followed  by 
a  lot  of  rain.  The  aneroid  is  very  low,  atd  we  look  like 
having  a  lot  of  wet  again.  This  suiely  is  the  advent  of 
warmer  weather — that  is  all  we  require  for  good  sport 
next  week. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Carrou  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  3rd 

inst.,  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland,  of  Gruinards,  landed  a  71b. 
salmon  on  Kavenrock  Pool ;  and  Mr.  George  Ross,  Brae- 
langwell,  fishing  for  Mr.  F.  T.  Geivers,  of  Amat,  caught 
two,  weighing  101b.  and  81b.  On  4th,  Mr.  Coupland 
grassed  a  10-pounder  on  Gledfield  Pool ;  and  Mr.  Geo. 
Ross,  two,  of  SJlb.  and  71b.,  on  the  Braelangwell  water. 
On  5th,  Mr.  Coupland  landed  two,  of  7ib.  and  81b.,  on 
Gardener's  Pool,  besides  one  of  7ilb.  on  Bank  Pool.  On 
8th,  the  same  angler  had  one  of  7Jlb.  on  Poll  Moral,  and 
an  8-pounder  on  Rook  Pool.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Mr. 
Coupland  was  successful;  and  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Marquis, 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salmon  of  111b.  A  great 
number  of  anglers  have  now  arrived,  but  the  weather  is 
very  stormy.    Heavy  snow  down  to  sea  level. — B. 

Deyeron  (Banffshire).— There  is  little  or  no  improve- 
ment in  the  weather,  which  greatly  affects  the  net  and  rod 
fishing  in  the  river  Deveron  and  adjacent  coast.  During 
Monday  night  and  on  Tuesday  of  this  week  a  northerly 
gale  prevailed,  accompanied  with  a  high  sea  and  frequent 
showers  of  hail  and  snow.  The  river  is  running  heavy 
and  in  bad  condition.  Notwithstanding,  fair  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  got  on  Corviehaugh  and  on  several  other 
feet  ions.  On  the  Bridge  of  Marnock  water,  Mr.  H,  B. 
Leatham  had  a' salmon  of  1.3|lb.  The  net  fishermen  on 
the  river  have  had  slightly  improved  takes  of  salmon  and 
trout.  The  salmon  weigh  generally  from  Clb.  to  91b.,  the 
heaviest  fish  got  as  jet  scaling  30lb.  On  the  coast  the 
high  sea  running  on  Tuesday  did  not  allow  the  cobles  to 
get  out  of  the  harbour  to  the  nets,  and  at  some  of  the 
stations  (he  nets  received  slight  damage.  In  the  end  of 
last  week  a  box  of  about  2cwt.  was  sent  to  the  market, 
and  on  Monday  of  this  week  another  of  2crot.  The  flooded 
state  of  the  river  is  bringing  down  kelts  to  the  sea.  Little 
is  being  done  at  the  coast  fishings  at  Gardenstown ;  only  a 
small  box  of  Jcwt.  was  consigned  to  the  markets  on 
Tuesday.- 11.  W. 

Iiochleveu  (Kinross).— On  Monday  a  rise  in  tem- 
perature brought  large  numbers  of  fish  to  the  surface,  but 
the  absence  of  wind  prevented  good  sport  from  being  got 
by  Mr.  SchoUet,  Edinburgh,  and  Dr.  Johnston,  Corstor- 
phine,  who  creeled  four  trout  (.31b.).  These  were  all 
captured  on  the  March  Brown  fly  off  the  old  manse.  On 
Saturday,  two  Edinburgh  anglers  also  killed  four  trout 
with  fly.  The  weather  ia  now  dry,  but  very  cold,  and  the 
water  has  become  decidedly  clearer  and  in  better  order  for 
the  prosecution  of  angling.  On  Saturday  300,000  trout 
fry  from  the  Lochleven  hatchery  were  deposited  in  the 
principal  streams  which  feed  the  loch. — Roisert  Laino. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).— On  ApriUi,  Mr.  Richards 
had  two  nice  salmon,  211b.  and  171b.  On  April  7,  Mr.  C. 
Wheen  had  one,  101b. ;  Mr.  S.  Berger,  one,  211b.  On 
April  8,  Mr.  8.  Berger,  one,  101b. ;  Mr.  (J.  Wheen,  one, 


201b.  On  April  10,  Master  H.  Berger,  one,  231b.  j  Mrs. 
Berger,  one,  171b.  On  April  11,  Mr.  0.  Wheen,  one,  241b. ; 
Mr.  J.  R.  Sloan,  one,  181b. ;  Master  H.  Berger,  one,  241b. ; 
Mr.  Berger,  one,  1611). — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettjhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Since  last 
report  the  following  sport  has  been  got:  On  3rd,  Gen. 
Home,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  five  salmon  on  beat  No.  .3, 
they  averaged  91b. ;  Mr.  Marston,  Skelpiok  Lodge,  got  one 
on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on 
No.  1.  On  4tb,  Gen.  Home  landei  two,  of  13!b.  and  81b., 
on  beat  No.  4  ;  Mr.  Marston,  one  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, one  on  No.  2.  On  5th,  Mr.  Campbell  creeled  a 
salmon  on  No.  3.  On  6th,  Mr.  Marston,  Skelpiok  Lodge, 
caught  two  salmon  on  No.  2 ;  and  Col.  Fryer,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  a  10-pounder  on  No.  3.  On  7th,  Gen.  Home 
landed  two  salmon  on  No.  1.  On  8th,  Mr.  Marston  fished 
No.  3,  and  landed  three  fine  salmon,  one  of  them  a  beauty 
of  17Jlb.  ;  Col  Fryer  had  one  on  No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Camp- 
bell one  on  No.  2.  Weather  very  stormy.  Gen.  Home 
and  Col.  Wilson  have  left  Strathnaver  for  the  south. 
Despite  unfavourable  conditions,  the  former  landed 
twenty-three  salmon  during  the  month  of  March. — B. 

North^East  of  Scotland.— The  weather  has  been 
very  changeable  and  cold,  and  water  somewhat  unsteady. 
Fresh  snow  showers  are  of  daily  occurrence,  and  altogether 
the  conditions  are  rot  inviting  for  the  advanced  period  of 
the  year.  On  ihi  Invercauld  Bra«mir  waters,  Mr.  P.  J. 
Bisset  had  two  fish,  of  OJlb.  and  81b.,  and  one  of  71b  ; 
while  Mr.  Somerset  creeled  one  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  H.  L. 
Craik,  one  of  81b.  On  the  Balmoral  waters,  the  Duke  of 
York  finished  his  season  on  Tuesday  week  last  with  one  of 
101b.,  on  the  Birkhall  section.  On  the  Ballater  waters, 
Mr.  Bristowe  and  party  have  bad  fair  sport  considering 
the  adverse  conditions.  On  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr. 
Barclay  (Profeit's)  had  one  of  71b. ;  and  Col.  Brinckman, 
one  of  ](51b.  On  SaturJiy,  Col.  Brinckman  had  three,  of 
201b.,  101b.,  and  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Barclay,  two,  of  81b.  and 
71b.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  water,  during  the  week,  Mr. 
Nelson  had  one  of  CJlb. ;  Capt.  Scott,  three,  of  8Jlb., 
61b.,  and  91b.;  Mr.  Bush,  two,  of  151b.  and  C,\\h.  ;  Mr. 
Crawshay,  three,  of  131b.,  7ib.,  and  81b.;  Mr.  Millburn, 
one  of  6Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Clive,  one  of  6ilb.  On  the  mid- 
reaches  at  Kincardine  O'Neil  and  Banchory  fairly  good 
sport  has  baen  got,  andthe  prospects  are  daily  brightening. 
On  the  Dess  water,  Mr.  Walter  Davidson  had  one  of  121b., 
three,  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.,  and  one  of  81  h, ;  while  the 
Hon.  Walter  Brooks  had  one  of  61b.  on  the  Borrowstone  ; 
Lord  Garrioch,  two,  of  6Jlb.  and  7Jlb.,  and  one  of  121b. 
On  the  Lodge  water,  Dr.  Hood  landed  one  of  7ilb. ;  and 
Mr.  Whitley,  one  of  71b.  On  Carlogie,  Willie  Dunn  had  two, 
of  71b.  and  91b.  On  the  Upper  Blackball  water,  Mr.  Davies 
creeled  seven  fish  for  the  week,  ranging  from  6!b,  to  91b. 
Sir  John  Gladstone,  on  Woodend  and  Commonty  sections, 
had  eleven  fish  during  past  ten  days,  all  langing  from  61b. 
to  121b.  On  the  Blackball  water,  Capt.  Mitchell  had  one 
of  71b.,  one  of  6 Jib.,  one  of  51b,,  one  of  SJlb.,  and  two  of 
61b. ;  while  Mr.  A.  P.  Hildyard  creekd  a  tine  fish  of  16, b., 
and  one  of  741b. ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Wilson,  one  of  61b. ;  and  Mr. 
E.  Spencer  Stanhope,  two,  of  6Jlb.  and  51b.  On  Monday, 
Capt.  Mitchell  added  two  of  71b.  to  his  bag,  while  Mr.  R.  B. 
Wilson  had  a  fine  fish  of  281b. — the  top  weight  for  the 
season  as  yet  on  the  Dee.  On  the  Ythan,  Capt.  Mitchell 
had  a  fish  of  81b.  on  the  Tumerhall  water.  On  the  Ugie, 
Mr.  George  Mackay,  jun.,  and  Master  William  Mackay 
had  some  finnock  of  good  weights.  On  the  Deveron 
several  salmon  up  to  131b.  have  been  got,  and  very  good 
baskets  of  finnock. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— The  weather  is  still  so  un- 
seasonable that  good  sport  cannot  be  looked  for.  Between 
snowstorms  and  thunderstorms  angling  affairs  are  at  a 
low  ebb.  On  1st  inst  ,  Mr.  A.  Farrer,  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel,  landed  a  salmon  of  101b.  On  the  5th  the  sxme 
angler  had  two,  of  lOlb.  and  111b.  ;  and  Mrs.  Jackson,  one 
of  81b.  On  the  Sth,  Mr.  A.  Farrer  caught  a  10-pounder. 
On  Wednesday  snow  fell  heavily  all  day. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Last  Iweek-end  more  rain  fell 
over  the  south  of  Scotland,  ami  the  rivers  were  in  flood  on 
Friday  morning.  There  w  as  no  option  left  to  anglers  but 
to  fish  with  bait.  Several  preferred  to  spin  the  Devon 
minnow  on  the  off-chance  of  getting  the  pull  of  a  salmon, 
while  others  pinned  their  faith  on  the  worm  as  a  lure  for 
trout.  Spring  salmon  are  very  scarce  in  the  Border  rivers 
this  season ;  only  two  have  been  caught  in  the  Annan  with 
rod  and  line,  while  none  have  been  reported  from  the 
Nith,  as  also  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  the  Gatehouse 
Fleet,  the  Dalbeattie  Urr  cf  Galloway,  and  the  Ayrshire 
rivers.  In  the  nets  of  the  Firth  none  have  been  running 
until  within  the  past  week,  when  a  few  odd  ones  were 
caught.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  Cumberland  fellshave 
received  another  winter  coating  of  snow,  which  is  sure  to 
retard  trout  fishing.  This  (Wednesday)  morning  there 
was  a  sharp  snap  of  frost,  and  although  we  have  much  sun- 
shine daily,  the  temperature  is  cold  after  the  sun  goes 
down.  The  most  of  the  salmon  kelts  have  been  swept 
down  to  the  sea  with  Friday's  flood,  but  nodoubt  a  number 
have  been  left  behind,  and  will  follow  the  salmon  fry  down 
to  the  sea.  The  annual  migration  of  the  smolts  has  begun 
now,  and  trout  fishers  will  have  no  end  of  trouble  taking 
off  and  returning  these  little  fellows  to  the  water.  The  fry 
gobble  everything  in  the  shape  of  a  fly  as  soon  as  the  cast  is 
made.  The  best  lure  for  yellow  trout  will  be  the  real 
minnow,  but  the  weather  and  water  must  be  warmer 
before  anglers  can  be  successful.  The  Annan. — 
This  river  was  in  flood  on  Friday.  Pishing  with  the 
worm  in  the  flood,  Mr.  Thomson,  Carlyle-place, 
had  several  Irout,  one  of  which  was  a  good  yellow  trout  of 
about  lib.  Those  anglers  who  were  out  in  the  higher 
waters  had  the  best  sport  among  brown  trout,  and  several 
nice  catches  were  n  ade  in  the  Wamphray  district,  as  also 
below  Moffat.  One  angler  hooked  a  salmon  with  the 
minnovT  and  lest  it.  "The  Nith  and  Triuutaries.— 
Not  much  angling  Lai  been  obtained  on  this  river. 
Unsettled  weather  prevailed  last  week,  and  the  river  was 


in  flood.  III  the  Thornhill  portion  a  few  rods  have  been 
more  or  less  successful  with  fly.  The  Dee  of 
Galloway,  &c. — No  sport  has  fallen  to  the  rods 
since  last  notes,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  weather  is  too  cold  for  trout  rising  freely. 
Similar  notes  come  from  the  other  rivers  of  Galloway, 
including  the  Fleet  at  Gatehouse,  the  Cree,  and  the  Urr 
of  Dalbeattie.  Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Rivers. — The 
waters  in  this  part  are  in  fairly  good  order  for  fly.  On 
the  lochs  not  many  rods  have  been  out,  tut  a  tew  nice 
baskets  have  been  had  on  Loch  Doon  by  fishing  round  the 
loch  from  the  shore.  The  month  of  May  is  a  capital  time 
for  Doon  and  Finlas  of  Dalmellington ;  and  a  good  many 
Glasgow  anglers  frequent  the  former  loch.  On  the  rivers 
not  much  has  been  done.  The  Solway  Deravent,  &c. 
— There  has  been  very  little  doing  in  the  Derwent  at 
Ccckermouth  and  in  the  Cocker,  the  weather  being  too 
cold  for  much  sport.  Not  much  sport  is  reported  this 
week  from  theEhea,  Calder,  Irt,  and  neighbouring  waters. 
Mr.  J.  Gainford,  sen.,  and  Mr.  J.  Gainford,  jun,,  killed 
eighteen  yellow  trout  with  worm  bait  on  the  Calder,  all 
good  fish  ;  and  on  Friday  the  same  anglers  ciught  a  dozen 
or  so  with  fly  on  the  same  river. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Since  the  opening  little  has  been  done  by 
anglers,  owing  to  the  uusuitablility  of  either  the  weather 
or  water,  and  often  both.  At  present  the  hills  are  covered 
to  their  base  with  snow,  and  the  atmosphere  as  cell  as  in 
mid-winter.  On  Tuesday,  on  the  Wester  Elohies  water, 
Mr.  Cumming,  The  Dowans,  killed  three  salmon,  soiling 
jrespectively  51b.,  91b.,  14Jlb. ;  on  Wednetdiy,  Col.  Smith 
Grant,  Anchoracban,  one  of  7ib.  ;  and  on  Thursday,  Mr. 
Duncan,  fisherman,  one  of  111b.  Prom  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  McDiarmid,  gamekeeper, 
landed  one  of  71b. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  continues  in  good  ply,  but  the  weather 
is  cold  and  unseasonable.  On  the  Logierait  Hotel  water, 
on  Monday,  Mr.  R.  Butler  caught  a  fish  of  171b.  and  a 
trout  of  Ub.  On  Stobhall  water,  yesterday.  Col.  Phill- 
potts  killed  a  fine  fish  of  331b.  On  the  free  water  here 
anglers  are  getting  from  four  to  eight  daily,  most  of  them 
being  of  good  size. — P.  D.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivertr.— 
The  weather  in  the  Border  district  for  fully  a  week  past 
ht,9  been  very  cold,  and  the  natural  fly  is  yet  scarce  on  the 
rivers.  One  or  two  bull  trout  have  been  got  during  the 
week  with  fly,  these  fish  weighing  from  31b.  to  4ilb. 
respectively.  Many  grayling  have  been  killed  during  the 
vyeek.  This  season  of  the  year  is,  I  believe,  the  close  time 
for  these  fish  in  England,  but  in  Scotland  there  is  no  close 
time  for  any  fresh-water  fish  but  the  salmon.  More  the 
pity  !  Of  those  who  have  been  most  fortunate  amongst 
the  trout  were  :  Mr.  William  Mercer,  on  the  Eden,  131b. ; 
Mr.  James  Hogg,  61b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Watson,  4Hb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Jas.  Thompson,  3|lb.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Chas. 
Parquharson  has  had  baskets  of  from  31b.  up  to  101b.; 
Mr.  R.  Thompson,  on  Tweed  and  Teviot,  takes  of 
from  Jib.  to  6Jlb. ;  on  the  same  stream,  Mr.  T.  Mercer, 
teacher,  Newpoit,  had  ."ijlb.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  Duncan 
Hill,  on  Monday,  had  41b. ;  and  on  Tuesday,  SJlb.  He 
also  had  a  nice  dish  of  eight  brace,  which  were  not 
weighed.  Mr.  Adam,  Denholm  and  Mr.  George  Lees,  last 
week,  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot,  had  31b.  and  2^1b. 
respectively  in  two  hours'  fishing  each.  In  the  tributary 
streams  little  or  nothing  is  being  done  owing  to  the  cold- 
ness of  the  weather.  Salmon  angling  is  very  quiet  indeed. 
The  only  takes  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge  during 
the  week  was  one  salmon  killed  by  Lord  Dunglass,  on  the 
Birgham  of  his  father's  (the  Earl  of  Homo),  and  one  by 
Capt.  French,  which  weighed  71b.,  and  this  fish  was  killed 
on  the  Till.  The  crusade  against  the  pike  still  continues, 
and  occasionally  one  of  these  trout  and  salmon  smolt 
destroyers  are  brought  to  bank.  On  the  Teviot,  during 
the  past  ten  days,  Mr.  Jas.  Attleck  had  two  of  51b.  each, 
killed  with  parr  tail  bait ;  while  Mr.  R.  E.  Hogarth  has 
also  had  a  couple  of  41b.  each,  on  the  same  stream,  with 
spoon  bait ;  and  Mr.  Frank  Stephani,  Kelso,  on  the 
Tweed, 'one  of  O^lb.,  with  spoon  bait.  The  annual  spring 
competition  of  the  Edinburgh  Spread  Eagle  Angling  Club 
took  place  on  the  Tweed  on  Saturday.  The  Tweed  net 
salmon  fishings  are  still  exceedingly  bad ;  worse  than  they 
have  been  since  the  opening  of  the  season  in  February. 
— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  anglers  hive 
not  been  doing  over  well  for  past  week.  Mr.  Joseph  Pike 
had  a  nice  fish  of  121b.  on  the  Carrigmore  water.  Trout 
anglers  have  been  more  fortunate,  some  very  nice  baskets 
ha  e  been  made  between  Ballineen  and  Dunmanway; 
a!so  on  the  tidal  water  at  Innishanron. 

Belfast. — A  very  poor  week  oo  the  Dams  owing  to  the 
uncertain  weather ;  Mr:  Caldwell,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr. 
Loughran,  and  some  others,  had  a  few  trout  on  Wood- 
burn.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  is  bright,  but 
very  cold. — J.  A.  B. 

Eoyne  (Navan  Section).— Stormy  weather  and  low- 
water  the  latter  part  of  last  week  prevailed,  but  the  high 
winds  brought  up  a  sprinkling  of  good  fish.  On  Sunday 
rain  fell  heavily,  but  not  sufliciently  prolonged  to  do  more 
than  raise  the  river  to  its  normal  height  for  this  season  of 
the  year,  and  on  Monday  it  was  too  discoloured  for  sport. 
On  Upper  Blackcastle  water,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  and  party 
have  had  fair  sport.  On  the  6th  they  had  three,  221b., 
201b.,  and  111b.  On  the  7th,  two,  241b.  and  121b.  On  the 
8th,  two,  of  251b.  and  151b.  On  the  10th,  one,  17 Jib.  On 
the  11th,  five,  of  281b.,  251b.,  24Jlb.,  111b.,  and  101b.  I 
cannot  hear  of  more  than  two  or  three  fish  being  taken  on 
the  lower  reaches.  At  time  cf  writing  this  there  is  every 
prospect  of  more  rain. — Clarkt  Fly. 

Bundro-wes  River  (co.  Donegal).— This  river  has 
been  in  high  flood,  and  continues  so  at  present,  but  the 
weather  at  time  of  writing  seems  fine  and  settled,  and 
looks  like  remaining  eo  for  some  time,  and  now  that  there 
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is  a  fine  head  of  fish  in  this  river,  as  E03n  as  it  gets  into 
fishing  ply,  which  will  be  in  a  couple  of  days,  some  good 
sport  amongst  the  salmon  will  be  had  on  it. — M.  Roqan 
AND  Sons. 

Carrigart  (co.  Donegal).— This  week  the  climatic 
conditions  were  adverse  to  angling.  The  best  trout  up  to 
date  was  a  very  nice  41b.  fish  kiUed  on  Glen  Lough  by 
Mr.  H.  Obrie.— J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  fickle  April  weather  was 
against  sport  ia  the  pa&t  week,  net  only  from  the  cold, 
sleety  showers  lowering  the  temperature,  but  from  their 
disturbing  influences  on  this  most  easily  disturbed  water. 
Since  last  notes  about  a  dozen  fish  were  killed  by  Major- 
Geceral  Da*hwood,  Mr.  W.  Townsend,  Mr.  Conyngham, 
and  the  Ljdons. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Balls  shannon  and  Belleek). — At  time  of 
writing  the  Erne  is  rather  high  for  successful  fronting, 
stLU,  Capt.  Leo  Moore,  Mr.  Maxwell  Moore  and  others  had 
some  good  sport  amongst  the  trout  on  it  since  last  report. 
The  river  will  be  in  splendid  fronting  order  in  a  few  days 
from  now  ehould  this  fine  weather  continue. — M.  Eogan 
ND  Sons. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork). — The  weather  has  been  very  suitable 
for  salmon  fishing  since  last  report,  and  the  river  in  very 
good  order.  The  occasional  showers  have  brought  down 
small  floods,  which  have  drawn  number?  of  fish  up  from 
he  tidal  waters.  Prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  good. 
The  following  were  successful  on  Mashonoglass :  Mr. 
M.F.Barry,  Tjlb,,  81b.,  141b.;  and  officers  (lOth  Rifles, 
our,  averaging  101b.  On  Oak  Grove,  F.  M.  Leader,  101b., 
201b. ;  .G.  M.  levers,  101b.  ;  and  H.  E.  Stanley,  101b.  On 
Lee  Mount,  Mr.  W.  T.  Crawshay,  61b.,  81b.,  81b.,  8^1b.  ; 
Mrs.  Crawshay,  lOJlb. ;  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Lewis,  71b,  On 
Ballineadig,  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  lOJlb.,  81b.  On  Cronody, 
Capt.  Gnbbins,  R.A.,  91b. ;  Capt.  Bowker,  I'lb.  At  Castle 
Lynch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  91b.  Trout  anglers  have  been 
doing  well.  The  Upptr  Lee  and  Sullane  river  at  Macroom 
are  well  stocked  with  salmon  and  trout,  and  is  well  worth 
a  visit.  The  fishing  is  nearly  all  free  by  ^topping  at 
Dennehy's  Hotel,  where  anglers,  are  specially  catered  for 
at  most  reasonable  charges. — W.  Haynes  and  Son, 

Iiongh  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— The 
weather  has  been  on  the  whole  very  unfavourable  since 
last  report,  and  only  two  salmon  have  been  had,  viz.,  one 
of  81b,  by  Mr.  Thornton,  and  one  of  lOJlb.  by  Mr.  Darley, 
Q.C,  The  brown  trout  fishing,  on  a  few  favourable  days, 
was  good,  and  sport  has  been  pretty  brisk  during  the  last 
few  days  at  "  Pinks,"  at  several  points.  Salmon  continue 
to  arrive  in  better  numbers  from  the  sea,  and, .given  fair 
weather,  sport  should  show  much  improvement  during  the 
remainder  of  April.  Things  are  going  on  nicely  at  the 
hatchery  here,  but  it  is  reported  that  a  number  of  the  fi^h 
put  into  the  lake  at  Tarmons  have  died.  Weather  at  time 
of  writing  improving,  and  fly  fishing  prospects  better. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  weather  during  the  past  week 
was  so  stormy  that  the  best  parts  of  the  salmon  waters  at 
the  Grarrison  end  of  the  lake  could  not  be  approached, 
and  in  consequepce  little  sport  was  had.  Mr.  F.  Hughes 
took  one  salmon  of  9Ib.  on  April  6 ;  Mr.  K.  W.  landed 
another  of  8|lb.  on  7th ;  Mr.  P.  Mundey  took  a  trout 
(Salmo  frrox)  of  Clb.  on  8th ;  and  Mr.  Geralds  landed  one 
salmon  of  lOlb.  on  lOth.  Trout  fishing  on  some  days  since 
last  report  was  fair,  but  the  continued  storm  was  much 
against  it,  as  well  as  against  the  salmon  fishing.  Mr.  F. 
Broadbent,  Mr.  E.  Hayman,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Vemer,  and 
Mr.  Neely  were  amongst  the  most  successful  trout  anglers. 
A  number  of  anglers  from  England"  and  elsewhere  are  to 
arrive  at  Scott's  Hotel,  Garrison,  towards  the  end  of  this 
week. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
continues  good  on  all  the  above  waters,  the  best  baskets 
being  had  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  following  were 
the  best  baskets  recorded  on  the  ^different  waters  :  On 
Drenane,  one  of  twenty-nine  ;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of 
three  dozen;  on  Coomcatcun,  one  of  forty;  on  Cooma- 
Toher,  one  of  forty  ;  and  on  Filealoagha,  one  of  twenty- 
seven  brown  trout.  July,  August,  and  SeptemVjer  are  the 
best  months  for  argling  cn  those  waters,  atid  the  heavier 
trout  are  had  by  worm  fishing,  which  is  very  slow  work  on 
those  waters.  The  trout  usually  had  with  fly  average  only 
al«ot  one-third  of  a  lb.  in  weight,  few  reaching  lib. 
Though  comparatively  small,  they  give  good  sport,  being 
hard  fighters.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Water 
coming  in  order  after  a  flood.  Nothing  doLe  on  the  river 
during  the  week,  as  there  were  no  anglers  fishing,  on 
account  of  dirty  water.  Some  clean  fish  taken  in  the 
weir.'  Cold,  north-easterly  winds  against  fishing.  Weather 
just  settling  down.  Some  nice  baskets  of  trout  taken  at 
Rnnagry  Lodge  during  the  week. — John  Dkvkrs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo), — River  high  and  out  of  order  here  for  the  past 
week,  and  weather  very  unsettled.  A  splendid  run  of 
clean  salmon  just  now  in  the  liver.  If  the  weather  would 
only  become  fine  anglers  would  be  sure  of  good  sport. 
The  locgh  is  also  in  a  hi^h  state,  and  trout  not  taking 
well. — I'at  Hear.n'k.s. 

Shannon  and  Laugh  Derg  (Killaloa).  —  For 
tax  consecutive  days  a  storm  has  swept  over  the  Shannon 
and  Lough  Derg,  so  that  angling  of  all  kinds  was  out  of 
the  question.  On  Thursday,  however,  during^  short  lull 
in  the  storm.  Major  Traheme's  fishermen,  Patsy  Ryan  and 
W.  Fogarty,  went  out  on  the  Major's  preserves,  and 
within  an  hour  they  landed  two  spring  salmon  of  191b.  and 
111b.  respectively. — S.  J.  Hi  rley. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli).— The  weather  has  been 
very  changeable  during  the  week — calms,  storms,  rain, 
and  tnnshine  alternating.  On  the  Doonaas  Fishery,  Mr. 
G.  C  Williams  killed  one  salmon,  24Jlb.,  on  the  Ith  ;  and 
one  salmon,  181b.,  on  0th.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  D.  Vickers 
killed  one  salmon,  201b.,  on  5:h.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,. 
Mr.  B.  T.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  211b.,  on  11th.— .1. 
EjfSioHT  Ano  Son, 


Strule  (Omagh,  co.  Tyrone ). — The  weather  up  to 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  has  leen  cold  and  bright, 
with  frequent  showers  of  rain  and  sleet — very  detrimflntal 
to  sport.  The  lest  tiout  killjd  yet  was  one  of  •i^lb., 
killed  on  a  bait,  by  Mr.  .1.  Douoghy,  on  the  Camowen 
tributary. — J,  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (I he  Pier), — Local  fishing  still  remains  ex- 
tremely poor,  the  constantly  changing  winds  not  giving 
the  water  a  chance  to  properly  settle.  Mr  Gray  fished 
from  the  pier  on  9th  inst.,  and  took  half  a  score  of 
small  dabs  and  pouting.  Oa  Monday,  Mr.  Wtlch  and 
Mr.  G.  Wood  tried  for  three  or  four  hours,  the  resultant 
catch  being  two  pouting  and  three  tiny  dab?.  Mr.  Fil  ner 
held  undisputtd  possession  of  the  pier  on  Tuesday  hut  did 
not  experifnce  the  sensation  of  a  single  bite.  Nothing 
daunted,  he  essayed  sport  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  hooked 
and  landed  four  dabs,  two  of  them  of  decent  size. — J, 
Rkhaedson  (B.S.A.S.), 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  rather  unsettled 
duiing  the  week,  but  still  some  of  the  boats  have  made 
short  trips,  and  done  fairly  well.  The  mackerel  drift 
boats  have  had  a  hard  time;  they  were  caught  at  sea  in 
the  gale,  and  a  lot  cf  them  lost  their  nets,  having  to  cut 
them  adrift  and  run  for  shelter.  It  is  ca'culated  that  in 
Devon  and  Cornwall  the  damage  and  loss  to  boa's  and  gear 
during  the  last  ten  days  will  amount  to  nearly  X'25,00O,  and 
as  some  of  the  men  are  stupid  enough  not  to  insure,  their 
loss  musb  be  terrible,  as  it  is  in  reality  losing  their  entire 
means  of  earning  their  livelihood.  The  amateurs  are 
busy  fitting  out  their  boats. — William  Heaeder. 

Southend  and  Leigh. — Notwithstanding  the  varie- 
gated weather,  fishing  has  distinctly  improve  1,  and  shows 
prospects  of  being  even  better  in  the  immediate  future.  I 
arn  pleased  to  hear  that  the  members  of  the  Collingwood 
A.S.,  who  were  here  on  April  9,  took  some  nice  fish.  Good 
flounders  and  dabs  can  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Crowstone,  and  many  have  been  taken  from  the  Leigh 
Creek.  A  good  spot  is  about  SOOyds.  from  the  Lsigh 
Creek  buoy,  the  buoy  bearirg  directly  S.B.  The  eleciric 
tramway  on  the  pier  is  closed  for  repairs,  so  that  it  is 
necessary  to  walk  to  the  extension.  Barometer,  29'5in., 
falling;  wind,  S.,  fresh;  sea  moderate;  weather  clear. — 
Charles  Hus.';et  (B.S.A  S.). 


Jingling  ^^i-efurcs. 

April  17.   

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
Dibdin  :  Visit. 
April  18. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  (secretary  of  the  Central  Association). 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker, 

North  Londoil :  Visit. 
April  19. 

Anchor  (Kingston) :  Annual  dinner. 
April  20, 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 

Rojal  George :  Visit. 


April  24. — Prince  of  Wales  :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  25. — Gresham:  Annual  dinner. 

,,  25. — Original  Alexandra :  Distribution, 

,,  25. — Waggoners:  Visit." 

,,  26. — Arrn'oable  Waltonians  :  Distribution. 


i^eprts  from  Clubs 


We  ieg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marhed  "  Clcb 
BiEFORt"  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association, — The  annual  delegate  meet- 
ing will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  April  17, 
at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  tlanks  the  receipt  of 
£Q  143.  Walthamstow  Brothers,  £5  163.  Bostonian,  and 
dEl  lo3.  od.  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Societies,  from  their 
donation  boxes. — R,  Gir'RNEY. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List. — My  next  return  district  visit  takes  place  on 
April  18,  at  the  North  London  A  S.,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  near  Highbury  Station.  'Buses  and  trams 
pass  door.  I  hope  to  see  you  all.  Secrttiry  Stretch  does 
his  best  to  provide  a  host  of  talented  artistes,  and  also  his 
esteemed  son,  Bill  Stretch. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — ^ 
Our  ninth  annual  dinrer  will  take  place  on  May  10. — 
Ben. 

Alma  Anffling  Society.  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — The  meeting  called 
for  April  10  is  postponed  until  April  2'',,  when  I  hope  to 
see  every  member. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltoniau  Angling  Society,  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — The  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  April  20.  Will 
prize  donors  please  note  date.  Our  annual  concert  in  aid 
of  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Fund  will  take  place  on 
May  8,  when  I  hope  to  have  the  support  of  brother  anglers. 
Will  members  please  show  up  at  ilermondssy  Brothers  on 
Tuesday  next.— O.  Merkv. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— The  usual  weekly  meeting 


of  this  society  was  held  on  April  12,  Mr.  C.  Cannar  in  the 
chair.  Members  are  requested  to  pend  in  as  soon  as 
possible  how  many  tickets  they  will  use  for  annoal 
dinner,  and  forward  prizes  from  last  season. — F.  W. 
Mahtin. 

Battezsea  Friendly  Angling  Suciety,  Qoeen's 

Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Batlersea,  S.W.  —  Owing  to  the 
dinner  and  distribution  coming  early  in  May,  I  should 
deem  it  a  favour  if  donors  would  forward  promised 
prizes  at  their  earliest  convenience.  All  membi-rs  are 
detired  to  atteud  special  meeting  on  April  l>j.  This  is 
m'  bC  impjitant. — A.  Jknki.vs. 

Battecsea  Pisuacon&itt,  Winstanley  Arme,  Win- 
Stanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W. — Will  memot^rs 
take  note  that  next  week  id  general  mee'inK  iii^tit,  when 
there  is  some  very  important  bu-iuets  to  be  transacted. 
Donors  of  prizes  will  gre<itly  oVdiKe  by  sending  in  their 
prizes  by  next  week. — T.  Tkingham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  8.E.— On  April  18  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade,  secretary  of  the  Central  Association  of  London 
Amblers,  will  favour  this  society  with  a  lantern  lecture, 
"  llanibles  in  Kent,"  followed  by  a  smoking  concert,  in  aid 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  at  8.30  by  the  gonial  host  of  the  Peckham  Brothers', 
Mr.  A.  E.  Clarke.  The  coinpaDy  of  brother  anglers  and 
friends  on  this  ocfision  will  be  esteemed  a  favour  ihit  the 
B.B.'s  will  not  forget  to  repay  on  any  future  occasion. — 
Ai.p  Conn. 

Blackfriaxs   Angling   Society,   The  Imperial, 

Southwark-strett,  S.E. — I  wish  to  remind  members  and 
friends  we  intend  having  supper  and  diatribution  of 
prizes  at  above  on  Tuesday,  May  9.  Should  like  all 
members  to  attend  next  Wednesday  to  clear  and  settle 
important  business. — Wheelhocse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. —  On  April  12  Mr. 
J.  Bell  and  Mr.  C.  Daniels  were  elected  working  members. 
Wednesday  next,  April  19,  will  be  limit  tight,  when  all 
Eubsciiptions  mutt  le  paid  without  fail.  Members  are 
requested  to  note  a  special  general  meeting  is  called  for 
April  26,  for  the  revision  of  rules  and  other  important 
business. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — A  special 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  above  club  on  Tuesday  next, 
when  officars,  &c.,  will  be  elected  for  the  coming  season. 
Will  members  kindly  turn  up  in  full  force  on  this  occasion  ? 
— F.  Randall. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Sodely, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Aptil  11  there  was  a  very  gcod  attend- 
ance of  members,  and  it  was  arranged  to  take  our  return 
visit.  No.  1  Eastern  District,  on  April  24,  when  all  anglers 
and  friends  are  invited.  Will  those  members  who  fished 
for  timepiece  on  March  20  please  hand  in  their  names  ? 
No  trout  to  record  yet.  Expect  the  members  are  waiting 
for  their  annual  dinner  ;  date  to  be  fixed  next  Tuesday. — 
P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  Jamec- 
street.  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  have  a 
smoking  concert,  on  behalf  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
the  late  T.  Nicholls,  on  Monday,  April  17.  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster  of  brother  anglers ;  ladies  invited. — £, 

Bo.XALL. 

Clapham  Juuotio  n  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  A  special 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  April  19,  for 
revision  of  lules  and  other  important  business.  I  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  donors  of  prizes  will  kindly  forward 
on  same  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  end  of  our  financial  year 
is  on  April  20.— G.  T.  Ja.meson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — On  Tuesc'ay  we  made 
final  arrangements  to  hold  cur  annual  dinner  and  CDncert 
(which  promise  this  year  to  be  a  big  sujcesO  on  Wednes- 
day, May  10.  It  has  also  been  decide!  to  hold  a  committee 
meeting  next  Tuesday  evening,  at  9.30  sharp,  bjfoie 
the  ordinary  meeting.  Will  members  please  note  ? — S. 
Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  visit  to  the  Dibden  A.S.  will  be  on  Monday 
next,  April  17,  instead  of  the  10th.— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Tuesday,  April  25, 
all  members  are  requested  to  attend  on  urgent  business, 
to  elect  officers,  &c. — T.  Faclknee. 

Dalsuon  Angling  Oocieiy,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  April  11  our  annual 
general  meetiug  was  held.  Ail  the  officers  were  re  elected 
with  the  exception  of  the  committee,  which  was  deferred 
until  next  wetk.  The  auditors,  Messrs.  T.  Swain  and 
11.  Mack,  gave  their  wpoit  and  presented  the  balance- 
sheet,  which  was  accepted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  passed  to 
them.  The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  pjace  on 
May  10.  It  was  also  decided  that  the  dinner  should  take 
place  in  the  country.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Tuesday  next  to  select  a  placs.  Members  who  are  in 
arrears  are  requested  to  clear  the  books. — S.  Malbt. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
strcet,  N.W. — On  Wednesday  last  a  general  meeting  to  settle 
prizes  and  date  of  annual  supper.  The  follDwing  were  the 
lucky  ones  for  season  prizes  :  H.  Brock,  five ;  A.  Edwards, 
three;  W.  Eltcn,  three;  D.  Ansell,  three;  J.  Edwards, 
two;  R.  Bennett,  one;  M.  Broiheis,  medal.  Date  of 
supper  Monday,  May  8,  at  clubhouse.  Our  C.D.V.L. 
visit  was  postponed  at  the  last  minute,  on  account  of  the 
death  of  host's  father,  till  Monday  next,  17th.  Will  those 
clubs  that  turned  up  please  accept  my  apology  and  come 
in  foice  next  Monday,  when  we  hope  to  eradicate  their 
disappoin'ment  C'f  Monday  last. — Johnny  Edwards. 

Forest  Piscatorial  Society,  Rose  and  Crown,  Hoe- 
street,  Walthamstow,— On  Thursday  evening,  April  6, 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  15,  1899 


the  prizes  were  distributed  as  follows  :  Mr.  Daviea,  club 
prize  for  largest  roach  (lib.  6oz.),  club  prize  for  dace 
(12Joz.),  and  special  prize  for  largest  number  of  dace  over 
8oz. ;  J.  W.  Marshall,  club  prize  for  largest  jack  durint; 
season,  and  special  prize  for  largest  jack ;  Mr.  T.  J.  H. 
Marshall,  special  prize  for  largest  perch.  No  prizes  are 
granted  to  members  for  gross  weight — only  specimen  fish. 
— Henry  Tislet. 

Golden  Baxbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital. — The  annual 
supper  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  May  9  next,  at  8  p.m. 
Will  members  kindly  clear  the  books  next  Tuesday,  as  I 
wish  to  get  out  the  balance-sheet  ?  Mr.  King  staited  the 
new  season  on  Tuesday  with  a  trout. — J.  E.  Lawkord. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Anglin^f  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — Members 
are  requested  to  attend  on  Monday  next,  the  annual 
meeting,  when  all  arrears  must  be  paid  up.  The  election 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  will  tike  place,  &c.— J.  A. 
Fitch, 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — Next  Wednesday  being 
general  meeting  night,  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  for 
special  business.  Our  supper  takes  place  on  May  29 ; 
distribution  of  prizes  the  Monday  following. — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
ToUington-road,  N. — Mr.  J.  B.  Close  took  the  chair  on 
Wednesday  last  at  a  well-attended  general  meeting,  and  a 
heavy  evening's  work  was  got  through  in  good  style.  Mr. 
F.  Berry's  pike,  171b.  5^0?..,  took  the  silver  cup  for  best 
fish  of  season,  Mr.  Wymer  being  second  with  a  dace  1  IJoz. 
Mr.  W.  D.  Hall  and  Mr.  Wymer  tied,  with  7J  points 
each,  in  the  challenge  cup  competition  ;  but  on  a  ballot 
being  taken,  tlie  lalter's  were  declared  to  be  the  best  fish, 
thus  entitling  him  to  hold  the  cup  for  the  year.  Our 
standard  for  jick,  barbel,  chub,  carp,  and  tench  was  raised 
2in.,  now  reading  24iQ.,  18in.,  14in.,  lUn.,  and  12in, 
respectively.  Oflicers  were  elected  for  the  forthcoming 
season,  and  May  17  fixed  for  annual  dinner. — B.  W. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Tuesday  last  the  auditors 
give  in  their  report,  when  everything  was  pronounced 
satisfactory,  with  a  good  balance  in  hand.  We  have  a 
brake  outing  as  last  year,  to  the  same  place — Pardon,  in 
Essex— on  May  14.  The  prize  distribution  night  will 
follow  on  shortly  after,  so  will  members  and  friends  who 
have  promised  prizes  kindly  forward  them  to  the  secretary  ? 
—J.  H.  Herbert. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  Noith  Kecs'n^ton. — Will  members  kindly  favour 
us  with  their  attendance  next  meeting  night,  as  we  have 
some  very  important  business  ? — G.  Bence. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
T,ewisham  High-road,  S.E, — Several  members  were  out  at 
Easter,  the  most  fortunate  being  Mr.  Sutherland,  who 
took  a  nice  salmon  of  22ilb.,  and  two  other  good  fish. 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Freeman,  Baker,  and  Bailey  had  ssme  very 
fair  trout.  Oar  annual  general  meeting  took  place  at  the 
clubhouse  on  Thursday  last,  and  a  very  satisfying  balance 
sheet  was  placed  before  the  membars,  showing  the  society 
to  be  in  a  flontishing  condition.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
wa9  accorded  to  our  retiring  secretary,  Mr.  J.  R.  Freeman 
(who  is  shortly  leaving  London),  for  the  able  ijnanner  in 
which  he  has  attended  to  his  duties. — C.  B.  W. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
hcester-street,  Pentonville,  N. — Our  seventeenth  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  piizes  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  May  17.  Prize  donors  will  greatly  oblige  by 
sending  on  prizes  by  now  and  above  dite.— W.  Watlino. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — The  Eastertide  angling  has  been  mostly 
very  successful,  and  1  have  heard  good  reports  from  various 
waters.  But  I  think  our  Mr.  Whittington's  take  of  thirty 
trout  (heaviest  lib.  Tjoz.),  from  the  Pen-y-Cae  reservoir, 
wants  beating.  The  Foi^tinalis  trout  have  done  very  well, 
indeed,  being  bold  risers,  handsome,  and  full  of  fight.  It 
is  a  great  pity  success  is  so  uncertain  in  this  water,  as  the 
trout  only  seem  to  rise  in  fits  and  starts,  and  it  is  dis- 
heartening to  go  two  or  three  times  and  find  them  off. 
But  there  is  no  water  within  many  miles  of  Liverpool 
where  the  same  quantity  and  quality  of  trout  can  be  found 
for  a  subscription  of  only  £1  per  annum.  Then,  on 
Mondays  and  Saturdays  you  can  have  an  excursion  fare 
to  Ruabon  and  bick  for  23.  6  J.  And  it  is  prettily  situated, 
and  the  mountain  air  pure  and  bracing. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.G. — At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  report  re 
concert  was  read  by  hon.  sec.  Committee  earnestly  trust 
that  ticket-holders  will  send  in  returns  as  early  as  possible. 
Lieut.-Colonel  Fred  Mather,  the  eminent  American 
ichthyologist,  was  elected  a  member.  Mr.  Charles  Hussey, 
-  the  popular  angling liltiralenr,  Mr.  Arthur  Matthews,  and 
Mr.  Harry  Malins  will  be  proposed  next  week.  Many 
thanks  to  Mr.  G.  II.  Howard  for  excellent  G.E.R.  books. 
Members  delighted,  and  could  do  with  more! — Sid 
Ransom. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.  —  The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
Bistern  takes  placa  at  the  above  on  Tuesday,  April  18, 
when  I  hope  to  sse  a  good  muster  of  the  clubs  on  the  list. 
On  the  r,th  inst.  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Hayes  were  elected 
auditors,  to  go  through  the  accounts  for  the  last  six 
months. — H.  Strktcii. 

Feokham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Sumner-road,  Peckham,  8.B. — Since 
the  holidays  business  has  been  very  slack,  nothing  doing. 
A  special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Friday,  14th  inat ; 
important  business.  On  the  18th  our  worthy  host,  Mr. 
Clarke,  will  take  the  chair  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers' 
concert.  J  liope  to  see  him  well  supported  by  members 
and  friends. — (Jeo.  Ktiikrinoton. 

.Frlnoe  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,    Chnrch-street,    Edgware-road,  —  Members  are 


reminded  that  Monday  next  is  our  quarterly  night,  when 
important  business  will  be  brought  forward,  including  the 
fixture  of  the  date  for  the  annual  distribution  of  prizes  ; 
a!s3  to  arrange  our  supper  for  that  evening.  The  members 
hive  granted  the  use  and  support  of  our  room  on  Monday, 
April  24,  for  the  benefit  concert  on  behalf  of  Mr.  A. 
Fowler,  of  Golden  Barbel,  who,  through  fire,  has  b>en 
burnt  out.— W.  B. 

Queen's  Flscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,_  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Bdgware-road,  N.W. — I  bfg  to  remind  members 
that  contributions  for  the  past  season  are  now  overdue, 
also  private  prizes.  Should  feel  obliged  to  those  gentlemen 
who  kindly  promised  prizes  if  they  would  send  them  in  at 
their  earliest  convenience.  The  annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  May  9  next. — 
Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society.  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to 
take  cur  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on 
May  24,  and  Messrs.  E.  and  G.  Bardot  will  act  as  stewards 
on  that  occasion.  We  take  cur  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  list  on  April  20,  and  hope  to  receive  a  bumper 
on  that  occaeion. — J.  GiBnoNS. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington. — Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
May  11.  All  members  must  give  in  their  names  by  Wed- 
nesday, May  3.  Several  new  members  have  been  pro- 
posed, and,  will  all  members  please  note,  prizes  to  be  paid 
in  by  May  ?>. — H.  Ai.len. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  special 
meeting  of  the  above  members  is  called  for  Tuesday  next, 
to  consider  very  important  business.  Will  all  members 
please  attend.  Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
piizcs  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  9. — W.  Aldis. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  Fiscatorials  Insti- 
tute, Botherhithe  New-road. — The  above  society  will  hold 
their  fifth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  on 
Monday,  May  8,  in  the  hall  at  the  above  institute,  when 
we  hope  to  have  a  good  muster  and  a  jolly  time  of  it. — 
J.  H.  Davies. 

South  London  United  Anglers' Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
April  25,  at  the  Waggoners'  A.S.,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment,  S.E. — Ai.f  Painter. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.- — At  our  special  meeting  on 
April  11  the  annual  supper  night  was  fixed  for  May  4,  and 
the  recommendations  from  the  committee  to  commence 
business  at  nine  o'clock  and  close  at  10.30,  aleo  the  power 
to  arrange  the  outings  for  the  ensuing  season,  were 
accepted. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fnlham-road,  8.W. — Will  members  please  be 
in  their  places  on  Wednesday,  April  19,  as  we  have  very 
important  business  before  the  club.  Oar  dinner  will  be 
held  on  May  3  ;  any  member  not  receiving  dinner  ticketg 
please  communicate  with  the  secretary. — Tidleb. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  8.E.— I 
shall  be  glad  to  see  every  member  next  Wednesday  even- 
ing as  early  as  possible,  to  arrange  the  annual  dinner, — W. 
Weay. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  monthly  meeting 
tikes  place  on  Wednesday  next,  April  19  ;  hoping  to  have 
a  good  attendance  to  arrange  for  the  annual  sapper. — R. 
Lowthee. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Hovers'  Angling  Clnb,  The 

Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — We  are  anxious  that  all 
our  members  will  b?  at  the  clubhouse  on  Tuesday, 
April  18,  to  hear  balance-sheet  read  and  reviee  rules,  as 
we  want  to  get  through  all  business  in  connection  with  the 
past  year  and  start  afresh ;  also  we  want  to  see  all  our 
members,  to  arrange  for  annual  supper.  By  specially 
attending  to  this  you  will  greatly  oblige— N.  Linden. 


^offings  bp  i^ap. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  the  Foresters'  Hall  on  Monday  evening 
next,  April  17,  at  8.30. 

 >»♦•»<  

"  Scribner's  Magazine"  for  April  is  an  extremely 
interesting  number.  Mr.  Sydney  Colvin  continues  to  give 
us  some  of  the  charming  letters  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson, 
with  dainty  illustrations  quite  in  harmony  with  the 
graceful  text.  The  "Rough  Riders"  is  also  continued, 
and  we  have  some  stirring  records  of  what  the  American 
Cavalry  did  at  Santiago.  "  A  Winter  Journey  to  the 
Klondjke  "  is  another  article  which  will  be  read  with 
great  interest.  Indeed,  the  whole  number  is  crammed 
with  good  things,  and,  needless  to  say,  the  illustrations  are 
up  to  the  usual  standard  of  excellence. 

 >^*-^<  

Anglers  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  H.  C. 
Cnsping  (late  of  the  Piscatorial  Society).  He  was  well 
known  and  beloved  at  Twickenham ;  also  in  Norfolk,  on 
the  Yare. 

 >  »  >  »  < 

Mr.  Ernest  Shand  has  been  giving  some  "  Queer 
Experiences"  when  fishing  for  tront,  in  the  columns  of 
that  most  interesting  paper,  Tlic  Umpire  (Manchester). 
The  following  is  an  extract : 

"'The  spring,  the  spring,  the  beautiful  spring.'  So 
sings  the  poet ;  hut  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
is  too  soon  with  his  jubilant  song ;  he  should  wait  until  the 
summer  arrives  and  spring  has  passed,  then  he  could  make 
what  remarks  he  chose — he  could  refer  back,  as  it  were. 
Anyway,  spring  always  seems  to  get  up  and  prove  the 


poet  to  be  out  of  his  reckoning,  and  this  year  it  has  won, 
hands  down.  Spring  particularly  appeals  to  the  trout 
angler,  as  the  trout  then  are  supposed  to  be  unsuspecting 
and  hungry.  They  are  supposed  to  take  an  artificial  fly 
with  an  eagerness  that  they  do  not  evince  later  on  in  the 
season,  when  they  have  a  better  judgment  of  real  and 
artificial  insect  life.  It  was  with  a  kind  of  suppressed  joy 
that  I  waited  the  end  of  the  pantomime  season,  and 
prevailed  upon  my  worthy  manager  to  give  me  two  days' 
holiday  from  the  present  rehearsals.  For  weeks  previous 
I  vvas  wallowing  deep  in  the  '  Angler's  Diary,'  trying  to 
decide  upon  a  suitable  spot  for  those  two  days.  I  settled 
on  half-a-dozen  places,  and  learnt  the  trains  to  and  from 
Manchester  oft  by  heart.  My  hair  was  going  grey  through 
studying  Bradshaw,  when  a  happy  idea  struck  me.  It 
was  to  write  to  a  literary  friend  who  lives  among  trout 
streams,  and  to  ask  him  to  put  me  on  to  some  decent 
fishing  for  those  two  days.  He  suggested  a  visit  to  the 
Wharfe.  I  jumped  at  it — the  suggestion,  not  the  Wharfe, 
— and  decided  to  take  his  advice.  There  were  no  trains 
from  Manchester  on  Sunday  to  the  town  I  made  my 
headquarters,  but  I  found  that,  by  going  half-way  round 
the  United  Kingdom,  I  could  reach  my  destination  about 
inidnight.  The  weather  was  then  truly  springlike,  but 
directly  I  decided  where  to  go  to,  it  changed.  When  I 
bought  my  ticket,  it  grew  bitterly  cold.  When  the  train 
started,  it  got  vvorse.  Bat  even  then  I  determined  to  go 
through  with  it ;  and  then,  when  the  weather  became 
thoroughly  aware  of  my  fixed  resolve,  it  snowed  !  And  it 
snowed  all  the  way  I  When  I  got  up  the  next  morning  to 
prepare  for  my  fishing  expedition  it  was  freezing  hxrd, 
and  snowing  in  a  desultory  manner,  as  much  as  to  say, 
'I'm  here  when  you  start  fishing.'  Nothing  daunted,  I 
put  on  my  waders  and  sallied  forth.  There  was  only  one 
of  me,  but  I  sallied.  My  literary  friend  had  persuaded  an 
expert  fisherman  to  pilot  me  on  my  way.  When  I  met 
him  he  was  carrying  something  bushy  in  his  hand.  I 
asked  him  was  it  fur  or  feathers,  but  he  informed  me  it 
was  his  beard  that  had  frozen  during  his  journey,  and 
had  accidentally  broken  off  in  an  encounter  with  a  lamp- 
post which  he  hadn't  expected  to  meet.  He  said  the 
weather  was  nnpropitious.  I  said  it  wai  something  else, 
but  there's  no  need  for  me  to  repeat  it.  However,  we 
wended  our  way  to  the  river,  dodging  snowflakes,  after 
calling  at  a  hous9  to  look  inside  a  bottle.  Having 
prepared  our  tackle  and  got  ready  for  the  fiay,  we  loaded 
our  pipes,  and  again  looked  upwards  at  the  sky  through  a 
bottle,  then  '  waded  in.'  There  are  golf  links  along  that 
portion  of  the  river,  and  a  lunatic  asylum  at  no  great 
distance.  A  few  individuals  who  were  playing  golf  came 
to  the  riverside  in  open-mouthed  astonishment  at  seeing 
Arctic  explorers  after  fish;  but,  recollecting  the  asylum, 
they  resumed  their  game.  I  m3t  a  man  lower  down  the 
river,  and  who,  when  I  asked  him  if  he  had  got  any  fish, 
replied,  '  Nine.'  My  spirits  rose.  'Nine!'  I  exclaimed, 
in  astonishment.  'Nine,'  he  reiterated,  and  shook  his 
head.  After  a  little  conversation  I  discovered  that  he 
was  a  German,  and  spelt  his  reply  '  nein.'  I  moved  on." 
[Good  job  anglers  are  all  benign.] 

 >♦»■»<  

A  Yankee  who  recently  invented  a  fishing  rod  which 
automatically  registers  the  exact  weight  and  number  of  the 
fish  caught  on  it  cannot  understand  why  nobody  will 
buy  it. 


The  prospectus  of  the  eighteenth  annual  Sportsman's 
Exhibition,  to  be  held  at  Olympia,  Newcastle-on-Tyce,  on 
May  3  to  May_13  next,  is  to  hind.  Every  imaginable 
eport,  of  course  including  fishing,  will  be  represented,  and 
a  long  and  most  influential  list  of  patrons  augurs  well  for 
the  success  of  the  show.  The  bueiness  manager  is  Mr. 
J.  W.  Grieves,  of  Lower  Edmonton,  London,  N. 

 >  »«♦ <  

A  cynical  American  once  remarked  that  England  had 
no  climate,  "it  was  all  weather,"  and  certainly  the 
weather  of  last  week-end  justified  the  mot.  At  noon  on 
Thursday,  when  the  fishing  reports  came  to  hand,  "  All  in 
the  garden  looked  lovely,"  as  Miss  Marie  Lloyd  sings; 
then  without  warning,  rhyme,  or  apparent  reason,  down 
plunged  the  barometer.  The  mercury  fell  from  30  Oin.  to 
29'15in.  in  twenty-four  hours,  with  a  strong  S.W.  gale, 
which  did  much  damage,  especially  to  the  fishing  fleets. 
Our  Southend  correspondent  warned  readers  of  the  F.  G. 
by  telegram  of  the  change  ;  but  before  the  week-end 
holiday  up  jumped  the  glass  again,  the  wind  veered  to 
N.N.W.,  and  sea  fishing  prospects  brightened  con- 
siderably. Perhaps  "Observer"  and  others  who  are 
inclined  to  blame  the  F.  G.  for  not  accurately  forecasting 
on  Thursday  the  weather  likely  to  prevail  from  Saturday 
to  Monday,  will  kindly  bear  this  little  meteorological 
vagary  in  mind  before  saying  hard  things  of  our  corres- 
pondent's reports  in  future. 


I  PROMISED  not  to  give  the  name  away  if  I  told  the 
tale,  but  it  is  too  good  to  be  lost.  A  certain  well-known 
member  of  the  B.8.A.S.  was  returning  from  a  fishing 
excursion,  and  while  walking  along  the  parade  to  his  hotel 
was  much  amused  to  see  a  couple  of  visitors  trying  to 
make  head  or  tail  of  the  society's  burgee,  which  he  wa 
wearing  on  his  cap.  "  B.  A.  S.  S.,"  sard  the  lady,  "  I 
wonder  what  that  means  ?"  "  Oh  !  I  know,"  said  her 
husband,  "  he  must  be  Bass's  agent  in  the  town.  Let  us 
ask  him  to  send  us  a  small  cask  of  bitter.  The  beer 
we  get  from  the  King's  Arms  is  certainly  not  up  to  the 
mark."  The  moral  of  this  little  tale  is  "  never  let  your 
eyes  deceive  your  earaight,"  as  Artemus  Ward  hath  it. 
 >  <  

The  Government  Marine  Biologist  at  Cape  Town  has 
"  struck  ile,"  and  no  mistake.  The  correspondent  of  the 
Daily  Mail  in  those  parts  wires  that  the  G.  M.  B,  has 
discovered  a  new  fishing  ground  off  Lagulohas  Bank  of 
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Established 


H.  WHITTY, 


Telegrams, 
"  Fishing, 

1819      15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool.  Liverpool- 


Split  Cane,  Whole  Cane  (speciality),  Greenheart, 
Hickory  Rods  built  on  the  premises  by  expe- 
rienced workmen. 


Will  Customers  wishing-  to  have  their  Rods, 
Reels,  or  other  Tackle  repaired,  kindly  send  them 
this  month  so  as  to  avoid  delay. 


Reels,  Lines,  Nets,  Flies,  Bags,  Wading  Trousers, 
Brogues,  Coats. 


WILLIAMS'S 

Ten  Awards 
XJEZS    J  Merit. 

All  Rods  and  Tackle  Made  and  Repaired  on  the  Premises, 


F.  T.  WILLIAMS  &  CO.,  10,  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.C, 

Established  1828.  Catalogues  sent  Gratis. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  SUPPLY. 


The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  (Joldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Boach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Eudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &c.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOB  PISHEBY,  CAISTOB,  LINCOLNSHIBE. 

N .B. — Special  Lines  in  Rainbows,  Carp,  Fish  Food,  Oro  und-bait,  and  Perfection  Carr  iers. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

3a  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.  0.  G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Eailway  BookstallB,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office:  TUDOR  ST.,  B.C. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Re(iuisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  HoUanrl."  • 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STEONG  CASTS, 

3yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1  -  each,  10  -  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted       •      -  from  2/5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING       -     -  „  12  6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish   »     7  - 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  „    5  6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  ....  „    9  6 

Large  Selectiori  of  REELS  of  every  description. 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  PLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9^ft.,  10ft., 

and  lOift.   21- 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  -     -  21/- 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21  - 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  -  21  ■ 

O.A-T-A-IjOC3-XJ3SS    I^ost  DE^ree. 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C, 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

SEND    FOR    PRIOE  LIST 

OF 

OYA,  FRY,  YEARLIHG,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEYEHENSIS,  IRIDEUS,  4c. 


TO 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 


Pj^JgQ  Poit  free  to  any  ftddresa  on  receipt  of  poatage 

A  GHAEMING  OLEO&EAFH 

PRINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOUES,  Entitled— 

"AN  EVENING'S  FISHING." 

Tbe  picture  represents  «  brace  or  two  of  Trent  jast  caagbt,  after  the  Original  Fainting  by  the  late 
T.  Q.  TABQETT,  In  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  F1BHIN9  Gazktth. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  FLEET  STREET  B.C. 


EIGHTY-THREE  SALMON 


Taken  on  one  of  our  SPECIAti  SINGLE  GUT  OASTS,  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  8s.  each,  or  90s.  per  dozen. 

Warranted  to  pull  81b.  dead  weight  dry. 

TROUT  CASTS,  3  yards  lonfir,  9d.  each,  88.  per  dozen. 

i>  t>  ..  t.       extra  tapered,  lOd.  eaoh,  or  Qs.  per  dozen, 

A  V£RY  LARGE  SELECTION  OF   SPRING  SALMON  AND  TEOUT  FLIES  IN  STOCK  AT  VERY  MODERATE  PRICES. 

XaOixnDOsr,  "w.o. 


OGDEN  and  SCOTFORD,  "^^'^^^^iT.fSI^^^^M 
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GOOO  square  miles  extent.  The  telegram  adds,  "It  is 
fairly  creeping  with  soles,"  which  sounds  touching. 
Unfortunately  the  waters  which  surround  this  little  island 
are  too  thoroughly  fished  for  an  unexpected  discovery  of 
this  fiind  to  be  made  within  reach  of  the  London  markets. 
Our  brethren  at  the  Cape  are  to  be  envied. 


"Forty  thcmind  pounds  for  a  trout."  M'yes,  it 
sounds  all  right,  does  it  not,  and  likely  ?  But  that  was  tl;e 
astounding  line  on  the  contents  bill  of  the  Daili/  'Telegraph 
of  Monday  last.  It  appears  that  an  American  financier, 
Governor  Rosswell  Plower,  weat  on  an  angling  excursion, 
during  which  he  caught  ten  trout,  and  while  he  was  away 
his  rivals  engineered  one  of  tkosa  nice  little  moves  at 
which  Wall  Streeters  are  such  adepts,  and  depreciated  his 
holding  of  stock  to  the  extent  of  two  million  dollars 
(£400,000),  so  that  we  are  asked  to  believe  that  each,  of  the 
trout  cost  him  the  modest  sum  above  mentioned.  I  shall 
have  to  dissemble  when  I  go  a-fishing,  or  else  perhaps  some 
one  will  be  playing  the  same  trick  on  me. 

A  WELL-KNOWN  Difsenting  minister  was  travelling  by 
railway,  and  look  upon  himself  to  rebuke  a  fellow  traveller 
for  the  sulphurous  nature  of  his  language.  "Look  here, 
guv'nor,"  replied  the  cffender,  "  you  just  mind  your  own 
business,  if  you  interfere  with  ma  I  shall  give  you  a  punch 
on  the  nose."  Then  cime  the  soft  answer  which  turneth 
away  wrath,  "  My  friend,  take  my  advice,  never  give  away 
what  you  want  tadly  yourself." 

One  of  the, policemen  at  thaRoyaJ  Aquarium  is  a  wag. 
An  angling  chum  of  mine  enquired  of  him  during  the 
recent  Fisheries  Exhibition  where  the  specimen'fish  were. 
"  Oh  !  they're  up  t^ie  stairs,  but  I  should  not  trouble  to  see 
them,  they're  all  dead," 

'  >  »  <  ♦  <  

A  PARTICULARLY  knowing  sample  of  the  country  blade 
recently  came  on  a  visit  to  the  great  metrolopus,"  and 
was  determined  not  to  h)  taken  in  by  the  "  Lunnon  folk." 
"  How  much  is  that  hat  ?  "  said  he  to  a  shopman. 
"Eight  shillings,  sir,"  was  the  reply.  "Tell  yer  what, 
I'll  give  yer-sixteen  bob,  not-  a  penny  more.'-'  "  I"  said 
eight  shillings,  not  eighteen."  "  Very  well,"  he  answered 
smartly,  "  then  I'll  give  yer  six."    No  deal. 


The  other  morning,  about  4  a.m.,  when  I  popped  into 
the  meeting  of  the  Ljchnobite  Angling  Society,  I  found 
the  members  in  high  glee.  They  had  been  reading  Col. 
Mather's  letter  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  and  so 
highly  did  they  appreciate  his  kind  remarks,  that  to  return 
the  compliment  he  was  proposed,  seconded,  and  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present  elected  an  hono- 
rary member  of  the  club.  In  the  coursa  of  my  experience 
I  have  been  brought  into  contact  with  the  secretaries  of  a 
number  of  angling  clubs,  but  I  do  not  know  one  who  works 
harder,  or  is  more  entirely  devoted  to  the  interests  of  our 
sport  and  its  followers  than  Mr.  Sid  Ransom,  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Ljchnobites.  I  saw  him  in  the  corner 
scribbling,  and,  peeping  over  his  shoulder,  managed  to  copy 
the  following  verses  in  commemoration  of  the  event  of  the 
evening, 

 >♦»■»<  

On  !  Mather,  would  that  I  could  breathe 
The  word  that  hostile  swords  might  sheathe. 
Thank  God,  no  cause  can  keep  apart 
Our  countries,  for  they're  one  in  heart. 
We  shake  your  hand  across  the  sea, 
Your  land,  like  ours,  is  for  the  free. 
Though  miles  apart,  inheax't  and  mitd, 
ColoQel,  you're  ours,  we're  kith  and  kind. 
Greetings  fly  swift  across  the  foam. 
Betwixt  us  twain,  from  home  to  home. 
Never  forget,  come  peace  or  fight, 
Henceforth  you  are  a  Lychnobite. 



That  was  an  impromptu.  "  Sid  "  seems  to  have  the 
rhyme  slinging  complaint  very  badly  (I  wonder  what  he 
takes  for  it) ;  but  he  never  put  his  pen  to  better  use  than 
in  writing  these  lines  to  welcome  Colonel  Mather  as  a 
member  cf  "our"  angling  society.  I  do  not  know  if  1 
am  telling  secrets,  but  it  is  whispered  that  when  the 
colonel  comes  to  a  meeting  of  the  club,  he  is  going  to  have 
such  a  reception  as  will  astonish  him.  When  a  man 
reaches  the  venerable  age  of  "six  score,"  and  that  is 
what  Colonel  Mather  tolls  us  his  years  number,  he  naturally 
wants  aa  much  health  as  he  can  acquire,  and  in  order 
to  make  him  as  robust  as  possible  the  ineri  n  of  drinks  with 
which  to  wish  him  all  he  wishes  himself  is  already  being 
arranged.  Up  to  now  it  comprises  Liebfraumilch,  dog's 
nose,  Usquebaugh,  Beaune,  four  ale,  "  Kiss  him  for  hie 
Mather,"  rum  punch,  special  Scotch  (Dunripple).  B.  and 
S.,  Sloe  gin,  John  Collins,  Imperial  stout,  sherry  cobller. 
Day  and  Martin,  Apollinaris,  Bitter  and  Burton, 
Chartreuse,  gingerbeer  and  Guinness,  furniture  polish, 
and  a  lot  of  other  things.  These  are  only  suggestions,  as 
the  boys  do  not  yet  know  what  pxrticular  poison  their  new 
member  is  fondest  of  "  hitting  in  ;  "  but,  Colonel,  if  there 
is  any  mortal  thing  you  prefer  that  can  be  obtained  in  this 
little  village— and  there  are  few  things  that  can't — please 
let  us  know  before  you  cross  that  little  daimp  spot  they 
call  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  you  can  bet  your  bottom 
dollar  it  will  be  "  thar."  Only  come  atid'see  us  soon,  the 
sooner  the  quicker. 

 >  »*♦ <  

The  mail  that  carries  this  number  of  the  Finking 
Oazctle  will  take  to  the  Colonel  his  card  of  membership, 
book  cf  rules,  and  all  the  papers  necessary  to  make  him  a 
full  blown  Lychnobite.  The  hours  of  meeting  are  a  trifle 
incoiivenieLt  to  moat  jjeople — that  cannot  be  helped — but 
it  should  bo  noted  that  it  m  no  good  turning  uj)  at  the  John 


Benson,  I  mean  Ben  Jonson,  before  two  o'clock  a.m., 
as  the  hostelry  is  not  opsn  till  that  time,  the  licensfog 
magistratps  and  the  police  having  the  absurd  idea  that 
even  piiuttrs  need  not  moisten  their  clay,  between 
12  30  a.m.  and  two  o  clock. 


The  ink  with  which  the  above  remarks  were  written  was 
not  dry  when  the  news  came  to  hand  of  the  trouble  in 
Samoa.  For  the  first  time  in  history  English  and  American 
sailors  fought,  and,  unfortunately,  some  of  them  died, 
shoulder  to  shoulder.  Lieut.  Freeman,  of  the  British 
Navy,  .Lansdale  and  Monaghan,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  and  their  men  have  died  as  brave  boys  would 
wish  to  die,  on  duty,  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken 
Easter  Sunday  of  1890  is  going  to  be  historic.  "  The 
blood  of  the  mai^yrs  is  the  seed  of  the  Church," 
says  an  old  proverb,  and  the  blood  of  Lansdale, 
Freeman,  and  Monaghan  is  going  to  be  the  seed  of 
an  Anglo-American  alliance,  such  a  bond  as  the  world 
has  never  seen.  Their  deaths  will  do  more  for  the  alliance 
than  reams  of  diplomatic  dispatches.  "Ain't  anybody 
got  to  be  whopped  for  this  'ere  ?  "  once  asked  Mr.  Samuel 
Weller.  Well  in  this  case  somebody  is,  and  no  mistake. 
Stuart,  and  Kautz,  and  Sturdee,  [with  the  might  of 
England  and  America  behind  them,  are  awkward  handfuls, 
and  that  they  will  exact  reparation  to  the  uttermost 
farthing  is  as  certain  as  that  two  and  two  make 
four.  This  is  no  time  for  nice  international  distinc- 
tions, and  I  lave  purposely  put  Admiral  Kautz's  name 
between  those  of  Stuart  and  Sturdee,  two  as  smart  sailors 
as  ever  wore  the  l^>ueen's  uniform,  because,  when  the  time 
comes  to  "cut  the  cackle"  and  clear  for  action,  we 
Britishers  know  that  side  by  side  with  our  ships  Kautz 
and  the  7^/i/iacZt'/p/ii((  will  be  there,  and  we're  quite  con- 
tent. The  States  have  recently  shown  the  world  how 
their  sailors  can  fight.  Every  month  almost  our  blue 
jackets  are  "whopping"  somebody;  but  with  the  two 
together  there  is  no  nation — alliance  of.  nations — that  can 
afford  to  be  too  cheeky ;  they  would  find,  in  the  words  of 
the  song,  they  would  have  "  something  to  play  with." 
Just  a  few  ! 

>  »  *  ♦  < 

OUR  F.  a  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  -VJ  (New  Series). 


Mr.  GEORGE  STEGMANN, 

is  a  well-known  electrical  engineer,  of  New  Wands- 
worth, and  not  long  ago  he  had  a  very  curious 
experience.  A  gentleman  called  on  him,  and  asked 
him  to  make  a  very  extraordinary  apparatus,  which 
much  puzzled  the  engineer.  "  It  looks  like  an  elec- 
trical fishing  rod,"  said  Mr.  Stegmann  to  himself,  and 
an  electrical  fishing  rod  it  was  doubtless  intended  to  be. 
Like  the  good  sportsman  that  he  is,  Mr.  Stegmann  did  not 
exactly  decline  the  job,  but  he  followed  the  Irishman's 
tactics,  and  gave  his  customer  "  an  evasive  answer." 
Anyhow,  if  the  unsportsmanlike  weapon  was  made  at  all, 
it  was  not  at  Mr.  Stegmann's  establishment.  He  would 
fit  up  the  welkin  with  electiio  bells,  and  light  the  Alps 
with  electric  lights  at  a  few  hours'  notice — but  he  draws  the 
line  at  fishing  rods  which  the  most  abandoned  Jaok  would 
pronounce  "shocking!"  Though  a  very  busy  scientific 
man,  a  good  angler  is  Mr.  Geo.  Stegmann.  He  has  fished 
many  of  the  continental  rivers,  and  whipped  a  good  many 
English  streams  with  no  small  measure  of  success.  In 
recent  years  his  fisherman's  fancy  has  turned  to  "the 
briny,"  and  no  sea  fisherman  would  wish  for  a  more 
genial  companion  in  either  rough  or  smooth  water. 


Wild  horses  will  not  drag  from  me  the  name  of  the 
angling  club  whose  dinner  he  had  attended  the  night 
before,  but  Jones  (that's  a  fictitious  name)  had  been 
drinking  several  healths,  and  in  his  charitable  endeavours 
to  make  the  recipients  of  his  compliments  as  robust  as 
possible  he  had  seriously,  although  temporarily,  deranged 
his  own  system.  When  his  friend  Brown  (another 
fictitious  name)  came  to  see  him  in  the  morning  poor 
Jones  was  feeling  bad.  "  How  are  you,  old  chap  ?  "  said 
Brown.  "  Oh,  very  seedy,"  was  the  reply.  "  Had  any 
breakfast  ? "  "  Yes,  but  I  could  only  manage  a 
'  bou/.er's  breakfast'  this  morning."  "  A  boozer's  break- 
fast, what's  that?  "  "A  brandy  and  soda,  a  dog,  and  a 
chop."    "What  was  the  dog  fori'"  queried  Brown, 


"  Oh,"  replied  the  invalid,  meekly,  "  the  dog  b  to  eat  the 
chop!"    Brown  is  wiser  now. 


"  A  I  OREESPONDENT  on  board  the  Orient  line  steamship 
^4'!/.sf?-aZ  sends  to  up,"  aaya  Rc  ynoUh' ,  "  the  following  singu- 
lar story  :  '  Whilst  we  were  making  our  passage  home  from 
Sydney,  N.  S.W.,  to  London,  on  August  20,  about  four  a.m,, 
in  the  Red  Sea,  a  large  shark,  from  20ft.  to  25ft.  in  length, 
which  must  have  been  sleeping  on  the  surface,  was  found 
to  have  come  in  contact  with  the  ship's  bows.  The  vessel 
must  have  hit  the  shark  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  back. 
The  vessel,  which  was  travelling  at  a  great  speed,  carried 
the  shark  in  the  front  of  its  bows  for  nearly  two  hours. 
When  the  captiin  found  that  the  monster  did  not  fall 
away,  he  had  to  stop  the  ship  to  allow  it  to  fall  into  the 
depths  of  the  Red  Sea.  Such  an  incident  I  do  not  think 
likely  to  occur  again  for  many  years.  It  cansed  great 
interest  amongst  the  passengers  and  crew.'  " 


I  AM  afraid  something  must  have  happened  to  "  Truth- 
ful Tommy,"  as  this  is  what  he  writes  me  this  week : 
"  Satan  Dragnet  Sahib,  Baghair  dand-ke  mallah  kyunkar 
no,o  khe-eakte  hain  'f  "  Don't  know,  dear  boy,  I  never 
learnt  German,  but  I  will  ioquire.  But  when  he  goes  on  : 
"  Tum  apjia  kaghaz  kyun  kharab  karte  ho  ?  "  I  am  glad 
to  be  able  to  reply,  I  don't,  we  were  out  of  print  with 
last  week's  issue  on  Saturday.  What  do  you  think  of 
that?  Next,  please,  but  once  more,  this  is  not  an  Jml ia- 
rubber  paper. 

One  of  my  friends,  who  is  a  skilled  meteorologist,  has 
let  me  into  the  secret  of  forecasting  summer  weather,  and, 
in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  useful  to  anglers,  I  give  it  here. 
"The  proper  forecast  for  the  summer,"  he  writes,  "is 
fine,  with  local  showers."  This  is  his  explanation:  "If 
it  is  fine  where  you  happen  to  be,  it's  all  right ;  if  it  rains, 
it  is  one  of  the  predicted  local  showers ;  so  that  you  are 
right  all  the  time.    See  ?  " 

In  answer  to  "  Button  Oft,"  who  writes  from  Oolney 
Hatch:  No  ;  you  are  quite  wrong.  A  c 7ia)--woman  is  not 
usually  coneidered  by  naturalists  to  belong  to  the  family  of 
Sahnoniilx.  They  are  often  found  partially  immersed  in 
washing  tubs,  and  should  therefore  be  more  properly 
classed  with  the  amphibia. 


On  Wednesday  I  attended  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
dinner  at  their  new  headquarters,  the  Holbom  Restaurant. 
It  was  one  of  the  most  successful,  if  not  the  most  success- 
ful, angling  function  at  which  I  have  been  present.  The 
hon.  secretary  was  in  good  form,  and  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  marked  success  achieved.  The  chairman,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Justice  Bucknill,  was,  as  he  always  is,  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place,  and  was  ably  supported  by  the  Prime 
Warden  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company.  Both  these 
gentlemen  are  ordinary  members  of  tjie  society,  and  when 
such  men  can  be  numlered  on  its  roll,  the  society  is  bound 
to  flourish  iu  the  future  as  it  has  ia  the  paet. 


"John  Bickeruyke"  (Mr.  C.  H.  Cook)  will  preside 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  A.S.  on  Tuesday 
evening,  April  25.  A  word  of  praise  must  be  given  to  the 
executive  of  the  Gresham  for  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  the  new  book  has  been  prepared,  Handy  forthe 
pocket,  well  printed  and  compiled,  it  gives  every  item  of 
information  that  can  be  required.  The  list  of  officers  is 
set  out ;  names  and  addresses  of  members ;  weights  of 
fish  allowed  to  be  shown  (and  they  are  pretty  high);  a 
list  of  fixtures  up  to  Feb.  27,  1900;  rules  and  regulations 
as  to  fishing  at  Kelvedon  or  Chesham  ;  and  last,  but  not 
least,  two  splendid  maps  (in  colours — red  and  blue),  show- 
ing exactly  how  to  reach  and  fish  the  society's  waters. 
The  annual  subscription  to  this  up-to-date  go-ahead 
angling  society  is  one  guinea  and  a  half ;  entranc9  fee, 
one  guinea.  Mr.  Alex.  Wright  is  the  hon.  sec. ;  and  the 
headquarters,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Mason's  Avenue, 
Basinghall-street,  E.C. 


Although  I  was  unable  to  be  present  at  the  "  smoker  " 
of  the  Hoxton  Brothers  A.S,  on  Tuesday  last,  I  hear  that 
it  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  G.  B.  Shipton  occupied  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  E.  Brockett  the  vice. 

 >»»♦<  

Another  enjoyable  evening's  amusement  will  be  on 
Tuesday,  April  18,  when  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  will  deliver  a 
lantern  lecture  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  A. 8.,  Woolpack  Tavern,  Ber- 
mondsey-street.  The  title  of  the  paper  is  "  Rambles_  in 
Kent."  After  the  reading  there  will  be  a  smoking 
concert. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers 
took  place  on  Thursday  evening,  April  13,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr,  W.  Cate — Mr.  Chapman  in  the  vice- 
chair.  It  was  a  delightful  little  affair— good  dinner- 
good  wines — good  company — and  good-night!  (Home 

in  the  president's  brougham.)    More  next  week. 

 >»♦■»<  

The  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  and  "  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonard's  Club  Chronicle  "  are  to  hand,  and  are  brimful 
of  interesting  information.  Will  review  them  in  next 
number. 


Mb,  CoLLiNSON,  the  hard-working  secretary  of  the 
St.  Ive's  A.S.,  writes  that  their  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  May  3  at  the  Corn  Exchange.  A  chair  has  been 
reserved  for  Dragnet. 


April  15,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Few  trout,  oampaxatively  speaking,  were  taken  in  the 
opening  days  of  the  season,  the  sharp  snap  of  the  previous 
week  having  caused  them,  like  Brer  Fox  in  "  Uncle 
Remus,"  to  lie  very  low  indeed.  A  large  number  of 
members  reported  to  the  chairman  of  Monday's  meeting 
(Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown)  that  they  had  been  oat  on  the  Ist, 
and  for  some  diys  thereafter ;  but  the  results  had  hardly 
been  commensurate  with  the  labour  entailed.  The  Moor 
stream  and  Kennet  fished  badly,  only  two  brace  of  sizeable 
trout  having  been  creeled  amongst  the  whole  body  of 
anglers  who  visited  Thatcham  and  Newbury.  Mr.  H. 
Harden  had  a  nice  fish  from  the  Kennet  of  31b.  8oz  ;  Mr. 
E.  M.  Mayer  one  of  21b.  5oz.  ;  and  Mr.  J*  E.  Evans  a 
brace  from  the  Moor  stream.  Beyond  these  nothing  of  note 
was  done  in  Berkshire.  The  new  water  on  tha  Colne,  at 
Cxbridge,  fished  better  than  either  the  Kennet  or  Moor 
stream.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  had  three  fish,  the  largest 
going  close  upon  Sib.  ;  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courjy  retained 
a  brace  out  of  a  catch  of  five ;  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Role  took 
one  fish.  In  private  waters  adjoining,  Mr.  Horace  Brown 
grassed  four  and  a  half  brace  ia  two  hours.  This  was 
something  like  sport.  In  the  Thames  members  have  been 
very  fortunate.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  has  had  several  fish, 
pirticulars  of  which  have  already  appeared  in  the  press. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Evans,  in  all,  caught  nearly  a  dozen,  large  and 
small.  The  least  of  top  weights  went  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  4oz., 
and  31b.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  had,  of  cjurse,  been  amongst 
them,  and  on  Saturday  landed  a  somewhat  old  fish  of 
31b.  8oz.  Mr  Wheeley  described  that  day  as  the  very  worst 
one  he  had  for  fishing.  The  cold  was  intense,  and  until 
the  evening  the  wind  was  dreadful.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehns- 
dorf  went  to  Usbridge  on  Saturday,  but,  like  a  wise  man, 
took  refuge  in  the  chalet,  not  caring  to  face  the  gale  of 
wind,  snow,  and  rain  which  obtained.  Some  interesting 
particulars  of  the  Uxbridge  water  were  given  by  a  pro- 
posed new  member,  Mr.  Woodbridge,  who  hails  from,  and 
thoroughly  knows  the  whole  district  round  about.  Mr. 
H.  H.  Brown  reported  that  he  had  on  two  different  days 
attended  some  netting  operations  on  private  portions  of 
the  Colne  at  and  near  Uxbridge,  the  outcome  of 
which  was  that  nearly  400  fine  fish  were  transferred  to  the 
society's  water.  Tnere  were  tench  up  to  2lb.  8oz.,  chub  of 
31b.,  plenty  of  perch  of  lib.,  and  dozens  of  roach  over  the 
last  mentioned  weight,  in  short,  an  exceptionally  lovely 
lot  of  fish  was  secarei.  Mr.  Robt.  0.  Blundell,  than  whom 
no  one  takes  a  deeper  interest  in  the  fishery,  considered 
that  the  troat  were  very  shy  there,  his  opinion  being  that 
dry-fly  men  would,  later  on,  stind  a  much  better  chinoe  of 
getting  good  sport  than  those  fishing  downstream  wet. 
Mr.  Blundell  also  mentioned  that  he,  with  other  members, 
had  attended  the  funeral  of  the  late  Dr.  Branton,  to  pay 
the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  their  old  friend  and  colleague. 

M.  G.  E. DE  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  a  well-attended  meeting  Mr.  W.  Marshall  occupied 
the  chair.  It  ia  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  report 
the  death  of  the  wife  of  our  esteemed  hon.  librarian,  Mr. 
F.  W.  Norman,  and  I  am  sure  the  sympathy  of  every 
member  of  the  society  will  be  extended  to  him  in  his 
bereavement.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  will  next  week  read  a 
paper  before  the  society,  entitled  "  Improvements  in  Sea 
Tackle,"  and  I  hope  that  every  member  who  can  will 
attend.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  society  will  take  place 
at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday,  April  25,  when 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke")  will  take  the  chair, 
supported  by  Messrs.  W.  Marshall  and  E.  H.  Bramley  in 
the  vic«-chairs.  The  tickets  are  now  ready,  price  os.  each, 
and  I  hope  every  member  will  do  his  best  to  attend,  and 
apply  at  once  for  the  tickets.  The  new  programmes  are 
lovr  ready,  and  will  be  forwarded  in  due  course  to  those 
members  who  have  not  yet  received  them.  Mr.  H.  Weber 
Brown,  of  M,  Bishopsgate-street,  B.C.,  was  unanimously 
elected  a  member  of  the  society.  Mr.  Tayler  reported 
that  a  deputation  from  the  society  had  attended  the  funeral 
of  our  late  honorary  member.  Dr.  Brnnton.  The  service 
was  a  very  impressive  one,  and  the  angling  world  was  well 
represented  at  the  graveside.  A  consignment  of  trout  was 
placed  in  our  waters  at  Cheshata  to  the  extent  of  200,  and  we 
hope  shortly  to  place  further  fish  in  the  water.  We  are 
indebted  to  one  or  two  members  for  this  consignment. 
The  fish  are  two-year-olds,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  placed 
in  the  water  commenced  rising.  Not  a  single  fish  was  lobt 
or  damaged.  The  average  length  was  about  7Jin.  The 
opening  dinner  at  Chesham  last  Saturday  passed  off 
admirably,  fifteen  sitting  down.  The  reports  of  fish  taken 
are  below :  Messrs.  Tayler  and  Bridger,  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  trout  up  to  |lb.  each,  with  March  Brown.  Mr. 
Emery,  one  trout,  Chesham,  returned,  and,  spinning  in 
other  waters,  forty-nine  pike  and  twelve  perch  in  one  day, 
all  returned,  bait  Devon  ;  Mr.  Powles  West,  two  and  a 
half  brace  trout,  Chesham ;  Mr.  Eldred,  three  brace,  all 
returned  but  one  fish ;  Mr.  Eldred,  five  brace,  only  one 
brace  retained;  Mr.  Chasteney,  trout;  Mr.  Connellan, 
dace  with  fly,  all  returned  ;  Mr.  Buckingham,  one  anda  half 
brace  trout,  from  Scotland ;  Mr.  Gibson ,  dace  with  fly , private 
waters,  returned;  Mr.  Woodiufif,  two  brace  of  trout, 
Chesham,  largest  21b.  5Joz.,  one  brace  returned  ;  also  one 
trout  from  the  Kennet,  One  trout,  after  being  cot  open, 
was  found  to  contain  four  frogs.  Mr.  Close,  one  trout, 
Chesham,  13in.,  and  one  trout,  Kennet,  about  lib.  Flies 
that  were  succesafal  were  March  Brown,  Alder,  Golden 
Sedge,  Coachman,  Artful  Dodger,  and  Pink  Wickham,  on 
the  Chesham  water.  Members  are  reminded  that  a  book 
is  kept  at  the  Black  Horse,  Chesham,  for  the  purpose  of 
recording  their  captnrd  and  all  particulars  relating 
thereto,  and  it  is  hoped  that  every  member  taking  fish  will 
•o  rec^^rd  them.  Dr.  Ladell,  pollack  and  conger  from  the 
SciUy  Isles  and  Penzance,    He  also  presented  to  the 


society  a  piece  of  a  wreck  curiously  bored  by  some  of  the 
marine  insects.  The  usual  toasts  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Alex.  Wright,  Hon.  Sec, 


WIMBLEDON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 
The  third  annual  dinner  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Tuesday  eveuing,  at  headquarters,  the  Alexandra  Hottl, 
wheu  Mr.  Walter  Dowson,  S.C.C.,  presided  over  fifty 
members  and  friends  who  attended  the  festive  gathering. 
An  admirable  repist  was  served  by  Host  Gibbs,  at  tha 
close  of  which  the  chairman  gave  the  toast  of  the  Quean, 
followed  by  ihit  of  the  society.  He  alluded  to  the 
bteady  growth  tiae  club  had  made  during  the  three  years 
it  had  been  in  existence,  as  evidenced  by  the  large 
increase  iu  membership  and  the  greatly  augmented  prize 
list.  He  drew  attention  to  the  large  number  of  preserved 
specimens  on  the  walls,  and  expressed  the  gratification 
it  afforded  him  to  see  that  the  members  had  aimed  at 
securing  quality  rather  than  quantity.  The  hon.  secretary 
(Mr.  S.  Peekett),  in  replying,  said  that  the  season  just 
passed  had  been  more  successful  than  any  of  its  pre- 
decessors. At  one  time  they  had  sixty  members  on  their 
books,  but  a  few  defections  from  the  ranks  had  brought 
tbe  number  do^n  t)  fifty,  at  which  the  muster  roll  now 
stood.  (Applause.)  The  prizes  they  were  presenting 
that  evening  amounted  to  £17  in  value,  against  £11 
in  1898,  besides  several  articles  given  in  kind — a  good 
prize  list  for  so  young  a  society.  (Hear,  hear-) 
Several  specimens— pike,  bream,  roach,  perch,  dace,  chub, 
and  grayling — had  been  creeled  by  the  members,  who, 
since  the  abolition  of  the  gross  weight  prizes,  had  turned 
their  attention  to  big  game  in  lieu  of  "'scripers. "  The 
principal  event  of  the  year — the  silver  cup  competition — 
was  keenly  contested,  the  result  being  a  win  for  their 
popular  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt.  (Applause.) 
The  presentation  of  awards  followed,  the  winners 
of  the  fifty-seven  prizes  being :  Messrs.  H.  A.  Rolt, 
S.  Peskett,  R.  Howden,  J.  (jallie.  Starling,  Garrett, 
Bishop,  F.  Rolt,  W.  F.  Bovie,  Lawrence,  H.  Golding, 
sen.,  H.  Golding,  jun.,  C.  Pain,  J.  Furmage,  J.  Gillman, 
and  F.  Salkeld.  The  remaining  toasts  were  :  "  The  Hon. 
Members  and  Prize  Givers,"  proposed  by  Mr.  G.  S. 
Salkeld,  responded  to  by  Mr.  W.  Poole;  "The  Hon. 
Secretary,"  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  Bright,  responded  to  by 
Mr.  S.  Peskett;  "  The  Visitors  and  Host,"  proposed  by 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  responded  to  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett 
{Thames  Angling  Neivs),  Mr.  W.  Gibbs  (Alexandra  Hotel), 
and  Mr.  Moore  (Mitre  Hotel,  Weybridge) ;  and  "The 
Chairman,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Cawse,  and  replied  to  by 
Mr.  W.  Dowson.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  a  case  of 
handsome  pipes  was  presented  to  Mr.  S.  Peskett  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  valuable  services  that  gentleman 
had  rendered  the  society  as  hon.  secretary  for  the  past 
two  years.  A  capital  selection  of  songs  was  given  by 
members  and  friends,  and  harmony  was  indulged  in  until 
midnight,  when  the  company  dispersed. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday  evening  last,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  the 
president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Elsmore. 
The  minutes  and  formal  business  being  disposed  of,  Mr. 
Elsmore  reported  some  interesting  details  concerning  the 
recent  doings  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
stating  that  the  protection  of  the  fishery  during  the 
spawning  season  was  receiving  careful  attention,  and 
arrangements  were  nearly  completed  for  the  removal  of 
the  barren  swans ;  also  reading  a  letter  from  the  Thames 
Conservancy  intimating  that  new  regulations  had  been 
made  doing  away  with  right  of  netting  by  assistant  river 
keepers — in  his  opinion  a  very  wise  course  to  adopt,  and 
anything  in  the  form  of  further  restrictions  of  netting 
should  commend  itself  to  every  reasonable  and  right- 
thinking  angler,  this  opinion  receiving  the  hearty 
approval  of  all  the  delegates  present.  The  colour 
of  next  season's  privilege  card  was  decided  to 
be  light  blue.  Mr.  C.  Watling  reported  that  visits  had 
been  paid  to  the  Phwnix  A.S.,  also  a  most  satisfactory  one 
to  the  Peckham  Brothers'  A.S. ;  twenty-five  clubs  present. 
Next  one  to  the  Royal  George  A.S.,  Queen's  Arms,  Bate- 
man-street,  Soho,  on  Thursday,  20th  inst.  The  secretary 
reported  the  result  of  the  recent  annual  concert  would  be 
of  a  satisfactory  nature.  It  was  also  decided  to  hold  the 
Central's  monster  competition  on  the  opening  day,  on 
June  18,  when  the  Emden  cup  and  Elsmore  cup  will  be 
competed  for.  Several  important  questions  concerning 
additional  railway  facilities  received  consideration,  and  the 
secretary  instructed  to  interview  the  various  companies  in 
reference  thereto.  Other  matters  were  discussed,  details 
of  which  it  is  at  present  unnecessary  to  publish.  Votes  of 
thanks  were  passed  to  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman. 
All  communications  to  be  sent  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  Wade, 
G,  Piiter-road,  London,  S.E. 


An  Impudknt  FiiAUD  has  been  perpetrated  upon  a  well-known 
Member  of  Parliament.  This  gentleman  recently  entered  a  small 
chemiBt  B  ealablishment  in  Nortbampton,  and  asked  for  a  box  of 
Hollowuy's  Pills.  A  packet  was  given  to  him,  for  which  he  paid 
and  then  left  the  shop.  Uaving  to  leave  for  London  that  evening, 
it  was  not  until  he  was  in  the  train,  many  miles  away  from 
Nortbampton,  that  he  discovered  he  had  been  swindled.  Instead 
of  UoUoway's  Pills  he  found  that  a  pernicious  and  worthless 
imitation  had  been  foisted  upon  him.  Of  course  the  rubbish  was 
thrown  away,  and  the  M.P.  had  to  wait  until  he  arrived  in  London 
before  he  could  get  the  genuine  article. 


LOCHLEVEN. 
The  angling  season  will  be  open  here  on  April  3,  when  a 
Glasgow  club  will  compete.  The  weather  has  been 
exceptionally  severe  of  late,  but  a  heavy  snowfall  liaa 
brought  with  it  a  milder  atmosphere.  The  pike  netters 
inform  me  that  they  have  never  teen  trout  in  more 
forward  condition  at  this  time.  The  other  day  one  of  the 
directors  was  on  the  loch  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  saw  a 
number  of  rising  fish.  The  water  was  then  rather  diirty 
for  angling  from  heavy  flooding  caused  by  the  bursting 
of  Loch  Glow  Reservoir.  During  the  spawning  season 
spates  were  frequent,  though  it  is  not  supposed  tbe  redda 
were  injuriously  affected.  Lochleven  hatchery  has  pro- 
duced its  full  complement  of  trout  fry  to  stock  the  loch 
with.  A  list  of  the  angling  competitions  to  be  held  here 
this  season  will  be  found  in  another  column.  There  are  iu 
all  110  competition  fixtures  besides  the  two  special  com- 
petitions after  the  loch  is  closed  to  the  public.  The 
National  competition  will  take  place  on  June  7. 


ANGLING  COMPETITIONS  ON  LOCH- 
LEVEN  FOR  1899. 

The  list  of  fixtures  for  competitions  on  this  favourite 
resort  of  the  angling  fraternity  has  now  been  made  up  for 
the  ensuing  season.  About  forty  clubs  will  hold  116 
competitions,  which  is  an  increase  of  five  on  last  year's 
number.  The  following  are  the  dates  on  which  the  various 
clubs  compete  : 


April. 
,  Uddingston  Waltonians 
.  Pollokshields 
,  Stirling 
.  Perth 
,  Wanderers 
.  Kelvinside  Academical 
.  Midlothian 

May. 
.  Cockburn 
.  Wellshot 
,  Perthshire 
.  Strathearn 
,  Dunfermline 
.  Kinross 
.  Coatbridge 
.  Northumberland 
.  St.  Andrew 

Bridge  of  Allan 
.  Edina 
.  St.  Mirin 

.  Edinburgh  Breadalbane 
,  Waverley 

,  Glasgow  Angling  Club 
,  Uddingston  Waltonians 

Dundee 
,  Fifeshire 
,  St.  Mungo 

Stirling 

Dundee  Westend 
Bridge  of  Allan  v. 

Northumberland 
Amateur 

Bridge    of    Allan  v. 

Northumberland 
Pollokshields 
Falkirk 
Clackmannan 
Callander 

Glasgow  Clydesdale 

Wanderers 

Bohemian 

Bothwell  and  Blantyre 
Bridge  of  Allan  v.  Edin- 
burgh Amateur 
Western 
Rowbank 
Western 
Perth 

June. 
Kinross 

West  of  Scotland 

West  of  Scotland 

St.  Andrew 

Strathearn 

Buckland 

NATIONAL 

United  Edinburgh  Clubs 

Bohemian 

Stirling 

Bridge  of  Allan 
Perthshire 

Kelvinside  Academical 
Fifeshire 


June  {continued). 
15.  St.  Mungo 

15.  Pollokshields 

16.  Kill  in  Breadalbane 

Angling  Club 

17.  Dundee 

10.  Falkirk 

20.  Waverley 

21.  Dundee  Westend 

21.  Dunfermline 

22.  Clackmannan 

23.  St.  Mirin 

27.  Bridge  of  Allan 

28.  Edinr.  Breadalbane 

29.  Edina 

30.  Northumberland. 

July. 
4.  St.  Mungo 

6.  Kinross 

7.  Wanderers 

11.  Perthshire 
14.  Dunfermline 

18.  Clackmannan 

19.  Cockburn 

20.  Waverley 
28.  Falkirk 

August. 
3.  St.  Andrew 
3.  Clackmannan 

8.  United  Glasgow  Clubs 

9.  Dunfermline 

10.  Glasgow  Clydesdale 
10.  Perthshire 

12.  WeUshot 

12.  Uddingston  Waltonians 
14.  Fifeshire 

14.  Sterling 

15.  Pollokshields 

15.  Glasgo  iv  Angling  Club 

16.  Perth 

16.  Dundee  Westend 

17.  Coatbridge 

17.  Rothwell  and  Blantyre 

18.  Coatbridge 

18.  Midlothian 

19.  Dundee 

21.  Bridge  of  Allan 

21.  Amateur 

22.  Western 

22.  Bowbank 

23.  Western 

"23.  Edinburgh  Breadalbane 
21.  St.  Mungo 

25.  West  of  Scotland 

26.  West  of  Scotland 
26.  Perth  i-.  Perthshire 
28.  Falkirk 

2Q.  Waverley 

30.  Wanderers 

31.  Kinross 

September. 

1.  Patron's  Prize 

2.  Championship 

R.  B.  Laing,  Kinross. 


EDEN  FISHERY  BOARD. 

The  report  of  the  Watch  Committee,  to  be  submitted 
to  tbe  next  meeting  of  this  board  on  April  8,  states 
that  there  has  been  so  far  an  exceptional  scarcity 
of  salmon  both  iu  the  Solway  and  in  the  rivers 
running  into  the  Solway.  The  Tweed  and  some  other 
Scotch  rivers  have  shown  equally  tad  results.  It  is 
prssible  the  stormy  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
may  have  driven  the  fish  into  deep  water.  In  this  case 
they  may  come  on  later.  Owing  to  the  state  of  the  board's 
finances  the  ttaff  of  bailiffs  has  been  reduced.  The  bailiff 
at  Edenhall  reports  having  buried  over  eighty  dead  kelts. 
This  shows  that  a  large  number  of  spawning  fish  went 
over  the  Armathwaite  weir  in  the  autumn. 
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i^otes  from  tfft  ^oxtf). 


Spoet  is  somewhat  brighter  all  over,  although  there  is 
room  for  much  improvement  in  this  respect.  The  weather 
has  been  very  indifferent,  and  those  who  came  north  for 
the  Easter  holiday  week  have  made  but  meagre  baskets. 

Mr.  Somerset  and  Mr.  Bisset  are  having  some  sport  on 
the  Braemar  Dee  waters.  Mr.  James  Temple,  of  Rich- 
mond, was  with  the  Prince  at  Abergeldie,  last  week,  and 
since  then  has  been  putting  in  the  time  on  the  Glentana 
water,  at  Dinnet.   

The  Grant  Arms  Hotel,  Grantown,  has  been  sold  by 
Mr.  Macdonald  to  a  Glasgow  syndicate  at  the  long  figure, 
for  a  country  hotel,  of  £14,500. 


Good  sport  has  been  got  on  the  Ellon  waters  of  the 
Ythan.  Capt.  Mitchell  had  a  fine  spring  fish  of  81b.  on 
the  Turnerhall  waters,  and  some  heavy  baskets  of  finnock 
and  sea  trout  are  being  made  daily.  These  waters  are 
open  to  daily  ticket  holders. 


Information  regarding  any  of  the  waters  in  the  Perth 
district  may  be  had  from  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth ; 
regarding  Aberdeen  and  the  north,  from  Mr.  Wm.  Garden, 
tackle  maker,  Aberdeen  ;  or  through  the  Fishing  Gazette 
Office.   


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  have  dropped 
£375  on  their  returns  from  their  extensive  salmon  fishings 
this  year  up  to  March  31  as  compared  with  last  year, 
which  was  also  a  very  poor  one.  Owing  to  the  high  prices 
presently  a-going  the  drop  does  not  represent  the  case  at 
its  worst.  Last  year  the  fish  caught  weighed  15,1661b. 
This  year  the  total  only  amounts  to  82621b. 


Sport  is  improving  on  the  Deveron.  Last  week,  at 
Bridge  of  Marnoch,  Mr.  Leitham  had  a  fine  fish  of  13|lb.  ; 
and  on  same  day,  on  an  adjoining  section,  Mr,  Chamber- 
lain and  a  friend  creeled  baskets  of  211b.  and  251b. 
respectively,  of  nicely  conditioned  trout. 


The  Scottish  National  Sea  Fisheries  Association  held  its 
annual  conference  at  Aberdeen  last  week.  The  associa- 
tion flies  its  banner  under  a  high  sounding  title,  which 
looks  important ;  but  its  constitution,  after  all,  is  much 
after  the  model  of  the  three  tailors  of  Tooley-street.  The 
association  exists  to  put  down  trawlers.  It  may  as  well 
try  to  dry  up  the  North  Sea. 


Two  bottle-nosed  whales  were  stranded  in  the  Dornoch 
Firth  last  week,  but  with  the  flood  tide  both  got  away. 
Later  on,  however,  one  of  them  was  seen  floundering  in 
the  shallows  at  the  head  of  the  Firth,  and  was  despatched 
by  a  party  in  a  boat.   

The  mansion  house  of  Williamsoraig,  Linlithgow,  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Blair,  Glasgow,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire 
one  night  last  week.  Mr.  Blair  arrived  home  from  Glas- 
gow to  find  his  fine  house  in  a  blaze. 


The  effects  of  the  recent  snowstorm  are  now  being  seen 
in  the  dead  bodies  of  great  numbers  of  our  migratory 
birds.  Plover  seem  to  have  suffered  worst,  and  mixed  up 
with  them  may  be  detected  curlews,  thrushes,  blackbirds, 
and  even  wild  duck.   

A  local  poet  on  the  Ythan,  writes  : — 

"  A  glorious  day  ;  the  sky  is  dark 
And  "  light  "  well  up,  to  hit  the  mark  ; 
A  gentle  breeze  sobs  from  the  weit. 
The  airt  that  suits  the  angler  best. 

"  But — O  good  Lor',  what's  this  I've  got  ? 
A  beauty,  and  I'll  stake  a  groat 
It's  fourteen  pounds  ;  but,  holy  roast ! 
A  kelt  as  big's  a  pailing  post." 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Tay  salmon  fishing  proprietors,  held 
in  Perth  last  week,  it  was  agreed  to  appeal  the  "  Hang 
Net  Case  "  to  the  House  of  Lords. 


Mr.  J.  Arthur  Thomson,  M.A.,  F.R.S.E.,  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Medical  School,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Chair  of 
Natural  History  in  Aberdeen  University,  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Prof.  Nicholson.  The  appointment  was  made  by 
the  Crown,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  out  of  a  large  list  of  most  distinguished  appli- 
cants. ____ 

Profesjor  Thomson  is  well  up  in  marine  zoology,  and 
will  have  a  fine  field  in  the  north-east  of  Scotland,  with 
the  Fishery  Board's  Hatchery  just  at  his  door.  There  is 
also  an  aquarium  at  the  bathing  station,  which  the 
late  profeaaor  of  natural  history  took  a  great  interest  in, 
bat  which  Be  latterly  threw  up  in  some  friction  with  the 
Town  Council. 


The  finnock  question  is  the  great  theme  with  tidal 
anglers  in  the  north.  How  will  it  end  ?  every  other  one 
is  asking.  There  is  only  one  ending.  The  first  one  caught 
with  finnock  will  be  charged  with  taking  whitling,  and 
fined  accordingly.  The  loop  hole  in  the  last  indictment 
was  charging  the  man  with  "sea  trout"  instead  of 
"whitling."  SricciAL  Scotch, 


Iptovincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
last  at  the  headquarters,  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
R.  Holding  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  first  busineBS 
transacted  was  to  receive  the  reports  from  the  visiting 
committee,  who  were  instructed  to  visit  two  new  clubs 
who  had  applied  for  affiliation.  Messrs.  Bagley  and 
Rabone  reported  that  they  had  visited  the  new  club 
formed  at  the  Crown  Inn,  Upper  Sutton-street,  Ashton. 
The  report  went  to  show  that  the  number  of  members  on 
the  books  amounted  to  sixty,  the  club  was  properly  con- 
stituted, and  as  no  objection  was  raised  bv  any  of  the 
clubs  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  club  was  admitted.  Mr. 
Hughes,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Fostar,  gave  in  a  report 
of  his  visit  to  the  Bridge  Society,  held  at  the  Bridge  Inn, 
Bridge-street,  Smethwick.  This  club  has  forty-five  fully 
paid-up  members  on  their  books,  and  a  number  of 
names  down  to  join  as  soon  as  the  society  was  accepted 
by  the  association.  The  report  was  very  satisfactory, 
and  as  no  objection  was  made  by  any  of  the  clubs 
in  the  vicinity,  the  club  was  accepted.  The  Queen's  Arms 
Society  offered  no  objection  to  the  affiliation  of  the  new 
club,  held  at  the  Vine  Inn,  Newtown-roiv,  so  this  club  was 
also  admitted.  Opposition  was  made  to  the  King's  Head 
Club,  in  Brearley-street,  becoming  affiliated,  so  the  appli- 
cation of  this  club  was  allowed  to  remain  over  until  the 
next  committee  meeting.  The  balance-sheet  for  the  quarter 
ending  March  30  last  was  read  by  the  secretary.  This 
went  to  show  that  all  liabilities  had  been  met,  and  that  a 
profit  of  near  upon  £6  had  been  made  during  the  quarter. 
This  sum  waa  added  to  the  general  fund  The  balance- 
sheet  and  report  was  adopted.  The  impoitant  matter  of 
the  association  renting  a  portion  of  the  river  Avon  at 
Defford  was  discussed  at  some  length,  when  it  was  finally 
resolved  that  as  the  association  could  not  rent  the  water 
direct  from  Lord  Coventry  the  matter  should  be  allowed 
to  drop.  The  Lamp  Angling  Society,  which  has  at  present 
about  180  members,  intends  making  their  club  the  largest 
in  the  city.  With  this  in  view,  Mr.  F.  Smith,  the  president, 
and  Mr.  B.  Banks,  the  treasurer,  iatend  giving  a  hand- 
some prize  for  the  membsr  bringing  the  most  members  to 
the  society  during  the  next  eight  months.  This  club 
is  one  of  the  best  managed  clubs  in  Birmingham,  and 
looks  like  being  the  strongest,  considering  they  have 
only  been  in  existenca  such  a  short  time.  The  Birming- 
ham Association  have  been  during  the  list  few  years 
very  particular  as  to  the  character  of  the  members 
joining  the  new  clubs  that  have  lately  been  affiliated. 
The  association  is  just  now  very  particular,  not  only  as  to 
the  members,  but  also  the  character  of  the  neighbourhood 
and  the  houses  where  the  clubs  are  held  at.  In  this 
respect  the  clubs  cannot  be  too  particular,  and  several 
applications  have  been  partly  refused  on  these  grounds 
alone,  as  the  association  can  well  d  j  without  clubs  thit 
are  calculated  to,  perhaps,  bring  discredit  on  them  in  the 
future.  Since  the  formation  of  the  association  a  weeding 
out  of  some  of  the  undesirable  members  has  taken  place, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  the  members  have  been  taught  such 
lessons  as  to  deter  them  from  wrong  doing  in  the  future. 
A  number  of  our  members  have  put  up  their  tackle  until 
the  close  season  expires ;  but  those  who  go  in  for  the 
•'  fine  art  "  of  fishing  have  been  out  with  their  fly  rods.  A 
number  of  gentlemen  have  visited  the  river  Teme,  which 
is  one  of  the  best  public  trout  rivers  we  have  near  to  our 
city.  They  found  the  river  very  much  against  them,  still, 
some  few  fish  were  taken.  Mr.  A.  Randall,  of  the  Hearts 
of  Oak  Society,  was  the  most  successful.  He  took  three 
and  a  half  brace,  the  largest  fish  being  over  21b.  None  of 
the  fish  were  in  proper  condition. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

During  the  past  week  wild,  cold,  stormy  weather  has 
prevailed  ;  rain  and  snow  showers,  which  the  Peaklanders 
call  lamb  storms,  have  fallen  frequently.  Fly  angling  has 
been  out  of  the  question,  as  it  has  been  next  to  impossible 
to  keep  a  line  on  the  water.  The  streams  for  three  or 
four  days  have  been  in  flood  and  greatly  discoloured.  Few 
angler  have  been  out,  and  only  bottom  fishers  and  troUers 
have  done  anything.  They  have  managed  to  take  a  few 
decent  lots  of  fish  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent, 
and  also  on  the  lower  waters  where  those  methods  of 
angling  are  permitted,  and  a  few  baskets  have  been  made 
on  certain  parts  of  the  Wye.  There  seems  to  have  been 
better  sport  on  the  smaller  streams,  and  last  week's  anglers 
did  fairly  well  on  some  of  them.  The  Amber  yielded  several 
fair  baskets  to  worm  fishers,  and  upwards  of  fifty  brace 
were  killed  on  the  Nowe,  in  the  Edale  district.  There  has 
been  no  fly  fishing  during  the  week  worth  recording,  for 
the  reasons  above  mentioned,  although  numerous  futile 
attempts  have  been  made.  The  banks  of  the  Dove  and 
Wye,  save  in  one  or  two  places,  have  been  deserted,  and 
the  best  reaches  of  Chatsworth  and  Hathersage  have  not 
proved  tempting.  Such  has  been  the  unfortunate  state  of 
things  up  to  Wednesday  morning,  when  there  came  a 
welcome  change.  The  wind  had  ceased  to  blow  "great 
guns,"  the  rain  and  snow  showers  passed  away,  the  sun 
shone  out,  the  waters  sunk  to  their  almost  normal  level, 
and  were  in  splendid  condition  for  bottom  angling,  with 
promises  of  good  fly  water  in  a  short  time.  Thereupon 
anglers  at  once  flocked  to  the  rivers,  and  some  good  sport 
has  been  had.  If  the  weather  keeps  up  the  streams  will 
soon  be  in  capital  condition  for  fly  angling,  and  as  mo3t 
of  them  contain  an  abundance  of  fish,  good  baskets  will  no 
doubt  be  made.  In  particular  the  Upper  Lathkil  is 
reported  to  be  "  brimful  of  fine  trout,"  thanks  to  the  care 
and  attention  of  Mr.  Symington,  the  lessee  under  Earl 
Cowper,  whose  famous  hatchery  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
is  in  full  operation.  The  Duke  of  Rutland's  portion  of  the 
Lathkil  is  also  well  stocked,  and   in   tne  adjoining 


Bradford  the  trout  are  most  plentiful.  Special  per- 
mission, however,  is  required  to  fish  these  waters,  as  they 
are  strictly  preserved,  principally  for  the  owners  and  their 
friends.  It  would  be  well  if  certain  semi-public  portions 
of  the  Derwent  were  better  attended  to  in  the  way  of  re- 
stocking. Constant  fishing,  and  no  fresh  supply  to  the 
waters,  will  in  time  most  assuredly  spoil  them.  This 
observation,  however,  only  applies  to  a  few  email  districts, 
for  as  a  rule  all  the  Derbyshire  fishing  streams  are  well 
and  carefully  preserved.  Angling  prospects  are  much 
more  favourable,  and  fly  anglers  may  take  heart.  They 
will  find  the  Claret  Bumble,  Ash  Dun,  Yellow  Dan, 
Black  Gnat,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Cock  Wing,  and  Olive  Dun 
useful  flies. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  trout  streams  have  been  improved  somewhat  by 
welcome  falls  of  rain,  but  the  remarkably  cold  weather 
experienced  this  week  has  entirely  ruined  the  prospects  of 
angling.  Indeed,  snow  has  fallen  on  several  occasions, 
and  it  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to  find  that  there  are 
now  practically  no  flies  on  the  water.  Those  who  con- 
tinue to  employ  the  worm  in  the  deeper  holes  have  taken 
a  few  brace  of  trout,  but  fly  fishing  is  quite  out  of  the 
question,  and  until  we  get  a  spell  of  warm  weather  very 
little  will  be  done. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  in  this  district  during  the  past  week  being 
rather  mild,  and  favourable  for  trout  fishing,  and  the  top 
stretches  of  the  River  Hull  being  in  good  trim,  several  of 
our  local  anglers  visited  their  favourita  swims,  both  above 
and  below  the  lock,  but  with  only  poor  results,  the  best  fish 
recorded  only  scaling  lib.  5Joz.,  which  was  taken  at  Aike 
Beck-end  with  worm .  A  few  small  trout  continue  to  be  taken 
in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  at  Wawne,  Cicey,  and 
Dunswell,  running  from  Jib.  to  fib.  each  ;  and  the  floun- 
ders and  eels  are  furnishing  fair  sport  in  these  districts. 
On  _  Easter  Monday  the  Beverley  Foresters'  Angling 
Society  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  on  Swine- 
moor,  Mr.  G.  Armstrong  taking  the  first  prize  with 
lib.  2Joz.,  Messrs.  H.  Stork  and  F.  Lacey  taking  the  next 
two  wit'i  under  a  lib.  of  fish  each.  The  Star  Angling 
Society,  of  Stoneferry,  fished  their  first  match  at  Figham, 
resulting  in  Messrs.  L.  Linsley,  C.  Leake,  and 
E.  Dunn  taking  the  first  three  prizes.  The  River 
Hull  Angling  Society  opened  their  season  at  Hull 
Bridge,  but  with  only  poor  results,  Mr.  J.  Hepworth 
taking  the  first  prize  with  only  14foz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Stead  the 
secnnd  with  13ioz. ;  Messrs  H.  Wild  and  Joseph  Powel 
taking  the  next  two  with  lOoz.  and  8foz.  respectively. 
At  the  Sissons  Brothers'  A.S.  match,  which  was  fished  at 
Weelferry,  Mr.  J.  Mason  was  fortunate  in  securing  a  nice 
trout  of  lib.  5Joz.  The  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling 
Society,  by  kind  permission  of  the  commissioners, 
journeyed  to  Barnston,  and  fished  their  first  match  on  the 
Barnston  Drain  with  very  fair  results,  Mr.  F.  Waites 
taking  the  first  prize  with  21b.  llfoz. ;  Mr.  A.  Waites 
second  with  21b.  9Joz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Cooper  third  with 
21b.  4Joz. ;  but  those  drains  that  have  a  direct  communica- 
tion with  the  salt  water  are  always  more  prolific  with 
flounders  and  eels.  The  Alexandra  Angling  Association,  of 
Hull,  opened  their  season  on  the  Winestead  Drain  at  Pat- 
rington,  Mr.  H.  Heart  being  first  prizeman  with  lib.  3Joz.  ; 
Mr.  G.  Kemp  second  with  lib.  2oz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Gooch 
third  with  14|oz.  The  HuU  Ramblers'  Angling  Association 
have  arranged  that  the  whole  of  the  prizes — they  not  having 
been  won  at  the  Good  Friday  match — stand  over  for  the 
next  match,  the  place  and  date  to  be  decided  upon  at  a 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Cricketers'  Arms  on  May  8.  On 
Monday  evening  next  the  Victoria  Angling  Society  hold  a 
special  meeting  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  to  fix  place  and 
arrange  matters  for  their  first  match. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

.Anglers  are  still  waiting  for  more  propitious  weather. 
After  two  or  three  comparatively  mild  days  last  week, 
when  heavy  rain  fell  and  brought  out  rivers,  we  have  had 
a  return  to  early  March-like  weather,  and  this  week  snow 
and  frost,  with  cold  winds,  have  been  the  rule.  Nearly 
all  the  mountains,  and  in  some  localities  the  low  lying 
lands,  have  been  snow  capped,  while  ice  is  formed  each 
night  on  water  sheltered  from  the  wind._  There  was  a 
considerable  arrival  of  visitors  last  week  in  north  West- 
moreland from  Northumberland,  Durham,  Yorkshire, 
and  more  distant  parts,  and  on  some  of  the  rivers  excel- 
lent sport  was  enjoyed  for  a  few  days.  Mr.  Broadbent,  a 
Bradford  angler,  secured  over  a  hundred  fish  in  two  diys ; 
and  a  local  pisoator,  Mr.  J.  McHaffie,  topped  this  total  by 
some  two  score  during  the  week.  Many  of  the  fish  taken, 
however,  have  been  rather  small.  The  best  fish  so  far 
this  season  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  Keswick  boatman, 
who  one  day  last  week  secured  a  handsome  trout  of  over 
41b.  There  has  also  being  a  fair  turn  out  of  anglers  on  one 
or  two  occasions  on  the  Lune,  Kent,  and  other  rivers,  but 
there  is  a  general  lament  that  April  is  slipping  away  with- 
out the  chance  of  sport  usually  enjoyed.  Although  there 
is  a  fair  amount  of  sunshine,  the  cold  showers  and  frosty 
nights  make  angling  anything  but  the  enjoyable  pastime 
it  ought  to  be.  Very  little  is  being  done  on  the  lakes, 
where  the  cold  is  more  keenly  felt. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  conversazione  of  the  St.  Helens  Anglers 
was  held  on  the  6th — too  late  for  notice  last  week — as  a 
reunion  of  past  and  present  members  and  friends,  covers 
being  laid  for  thirty.  Mr.  John  Wells,  president,  presided 
over  the  whole  proceedings,  which  were  exceptionally 
enjoyable.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watts,  and  Messrs.  Durie, 
Scott,  Barrett,  Seddon,  and  Humphrey,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  St.  Helens'  blind  pianist  as  accompanist, 
provided  a  programme  full  of  good  items.  The  Ghorley 
Angling  Society  by  way  of  making  a  start  fished  a  friendly 
match  on  Good  Friday  for  nine  prizes,  which  were  all 
awarded,  the  first  four  going  to  Messrs.  B.  Lever, 
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Bentbam,  Moon,  and  Sewell.  They  have  placed  eighteen 
candidates  for  membership  on  the  nomination  list,  and  no 
efforts  will  be  spared  to  make  things  ham  in  the  coming 
season.  A  new  club  is  being  established  at  Atherton, 
the  Lion  Inn,  with  the  name  of  the  Welcome  Brothers' 
Angling  Society.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  members 
to  seek  admission  into  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Association.  The  Tyldesley  and  Dbtrict  Anglers' 
Association  are  noted  for  their  annual  dinner  on  the 
22nd  at  headquarters ;  the  corrected  address  of  the 
hon.  sec.  is  1,  Lime-street,  Tyldesley.  The  Lune 
Fishery  Board  is  deserving  of  the  thanks  of  all 
fishermen  for  the  great  interest  they  take  in  the  waters 
under  their  control.  They  do  the  best  to  stop  pollution 
and  other  things  likely  to  do  harm  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
try  to  do  good  to  the  sporting  side  of  the  question. 
Owing  to  pollution,  the  salmon  are  not  coming  freely  into 
the  river,  and,  in  consequence,  the  licences  have  not 
brought  in  so  much  as  in  former  years,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  trout  licences  have  brought  an  increased  revenue, 
which  enables  another  baiL'ff  to  be  engaged  until  Sep- 
tember. The  Ribble,  despite  inclement  weather,  has 
afforded  fair  sport  to  a  limited  number  of  rods.  The 
river  ia  almost  void  of  flies,  and  very  few  fish  are  rising  ; 
the  chief  sport  is  with  the  minnow.  The  Wyre  has 
received  a  large  number  of  fish  below  St.  Michael's  ;  the 
water  has  been  in  fair  condition,  only  a  few  naturals  are 
on,  but  the  fish  are  in  good  condition  and  more  plentiful. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Minchester  Centre  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  April  7,  at  the 
Horseshoe  Hotel,  Pendleton,  Mr.  W.  F.  Constable  pre- 
siding. Routine  business  being  disposed  of,  the  report  and 
balance  both  fcuod  favour  with  the  meeting,  and  were 
passed  as  satisfactory.  Mr.  Constable  was  re-elected 
president,  and  Mr.  W.  Presoott  hon.  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary ;  the  following  are  the  committ<  e,  Messrs.  Bite, 
Berry,  Cash,  and  Howaith.  During  the  summer  the 
centre  will  promote  a  match.  The  Victoria  Angling 
Society,  Longsight,  have  now  a  complete  roll  call,  and  have 
decided  for  the  future  to  have  a  limit.  The  following 
matches  are  arranged  :  June  17,  at  Poynton ;  July  22,  at 
Northwich;  Aug.  19,  at  Marple ;  Sept.  17,  not  fixed.  To- 
day, the  first  prize  won  at  Wjresdale  ia  timed  to  reach  Man- 
cV  BJter,  but  the  time  10.30  is  far  too  early  for  any  quintity  of 
fishermen  to  get  a  peep  at  the  fish ;  this  is  a  great  dis ippoint- 
ment,  and  many  who  wanted  to  see  some  rainbow  trout  will 
have  to  wait  a  little  while  longer.  Club  news  of  a  deeply 
interesting  character  is  very  scarce,  our  local  organisations 
being  chiefly  occupied  in  arranging  for  the  comiog  summer's 
programme.  Oar  men  are  gradually  coming  round  from 
the  regrets  about  Easter,  and  are  talking  already  about 
Whitsuntide — the  great  holiday  of  the  year.  It  is 
astonishing  how  buoyant  a  fisherman's  feelings  are — 
down  in  the  dumps  for  a  time,  but  this  never  lasts  long, 
and  the  next  news  is  another  trip.  The  Kingfishers  have 
commenced  to  fish  their  trout  waters,  but  it  is  yet  too  early 
to  say  to  what  extent  they  will  yield  sport.  Last  season, 
in  common  with  other  waters,  they  fell  short  of  expecta- 
tions, but  better  results  are  hoped  for  in  1899.  Very  good 
reports  are  being  made  of  the  growth  of  rainbow  trout  in 
the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association's  private  waters. 
They  are  occasionally  both  seen  and  handled,  and  are  in 
the  pink  of  condition.  With  a  gaod  long  lease,  these 
waters  could  be  made  second  to  none. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
A  few  nice  trout  have  been  taken  in  this  district  since 
the  opening  of  the  teason  on  the  first  of  the  month,  other- 
wise no  sport  has  been  had.  Most  of  our  fishing  here  is 
for  coarse  fieh,  and,  although  we  have  no  legal  close  time, 
very  little  angling  is  done  by  local  people  during  the  time 
that  abstention  from  the  sport  is  enforced  in  other  parts  of 
the  country. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent,  since  my  last  report,  has  undergone  a  rise  of 
more  than  5ft,,  and  the  heavy  volume  of  water  pouring 
downwards  should  assist  salmon  upwards.  So  far,  no  fish 
have  fallen  to  the  rod.  The  change  has,  however,  come 
at  a  most  opportune  period.  At  the  outflow  of  the  Greet, 
on  Tbu'sday,  Mr.  W.  GiUott  caught,  with  worm,  a  very 
handsome  trout  ;  atd  several  brace  have  been  taken  with 
the  same  kind  of  bait  on  privileged  stretches  of  the  lower 
Dover  Beck.  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  of  Stoke  Hall,  had  his 
otter  hounds  at  work  on  the  Greet  on  the  6th  inet.  The 
meet — a  most  fashionable  one,  so  far  as  company  is  con- 
cerned— was  at  Eolleston  Junction,  and,  on  reaching  a 
meadow  above  Southwell  Silk  Mill,  a  trail  was  struck.  A 
vixen  otter  was  bolted  from  an  ugly  "  hold"  adjoining  the 
stream,  and  was  soon  lost  to  sight.  Working  down- 
stream, she  took  refuge  in  the  hollow  stump  of  an  old 
willow  tree,  and  was  with  difficulty  dislodged.  Diving  up- 
stream, she  showed  her  head,  and  hounds  were  on  her  in  a 
second.  The  noble  master  plunged  in  to  their  assistance, 
and  had  a  leading  hand  in  her  capture.  She  was  about 
161b.,  and  was  hauled  into  the  meadow,  into  the  midst  of 
her  pursuers,  amid  a  scene  of  unwonted  excitement. 
Presently  they  were  whipped  off,  and  then  the  head,  pads, 
and  pole  ('ail;  were  severed  from  the  body.  Following 
thifl  novel  process,  the  kennel  huntsman  (Jackson)  cut 
away  the  skin,  and  the  carcase  was  thrown  into  the  air, 
only,  in  a  few  seconds,  to  be  devoured  by  the  twenty-one 
honnds,  with  three  rough  terriers,  taking  part  in  the  hunt. 
The  head  was  presented  to  Miss  Starkey,  of  Norwood 
Hall ;  the  pole  to  Mr.  Johnson  of  the  Silk  Mill  named  ;  and 
the  pads  to  other  gentlemen  living  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Not  long  ago  a  dog  otter  of  about  281b.  wa«  shot  on  the 
banks  of  the  Greet  by  a  local  cottager,  who  thought  he 
had  despatched  a  "wild  cat."  Anglers  frequenting  the 
river  feel  deeply  indebted  to  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  who  had, 
in  the  hunt,  the  able  assistance  of  his  sons,  for  having  ex- 
t«rminated  the  vixen.  The  stream,  needless  to  say,  is  ex- 
tensively stocked  with  trout. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  on  the  whole 
been  very  favourable  for  angling,  notwithstanding  that 
occasionally  it  has  been  as  cold  as  November.  There  has 
been  pretty  well  of  bright  sunshine,  and  the  showers  of 
rain  that  have  fallen  have  just  been  about  sufficient  to 
freshen  the  waters.  Last  week  being  Easter  week,  all  the 
rivers  in  this  neighbourhood  were  extensively  patronised, 
and  BO  far  as  can  be  ascertained  sport  was  generally  of  a 
satisfactory  character.  Artificial  fly  anglers  on  the  Wye 
and  Derwent  have  had  a  fairly  good  time,  the  higher 
reaches  of  the  rivers  providing  plenty  of  sport.  It  is 
reported  that  grayling  are  so  numerous  in  the  Wye  as  to 
constitute  a  nuisance  to  fly  anglers,  and  the  pity  of  it  is 
that  a  lot  of  the  fish  are  said  to  be  affected  with  the  fungus 
disease.  In  the  waters  of  the  Matlock  Bath  and  Cromford 
clubs  worm  anglers  have  put  in  several  days'  good  fishing, 
and  the  creels  had  many  fish  weighing  from  Jib.  upwards. 
Bottom  anglers  have  accounted  for  some  splendid  catches 
all  along  the  Derwent,  the  water  being  of  a  splendid 
colour.  In  future  bottom  anglers  will  be  allowed  to  fish 
for  roach  and  grayling  in  the  Cromford  and  Matlock  Bath 
Club  waters  below  Cromford  Bridge,  from  Nov.  1  to 
Jan.  31.  The  members  of  the  Shefiield  Trout  Anglers' 
Society  have  devoted  considerable  attention  to  their 
private  waters  at  Wingfield,  and  the  results  have  amply 
repaid  them  for  the  care  they  have  taken  in  preserving 
and  re-stocking  them.  Dock  grub  and  minnows  have 
proved  alluring  biits,  some  of  the  fish  captured  weighing 
over  lib.  each.  Locally  the  best  sport  has  been  obtained 
in  the  Loxley  stream,  upstream  fishing  with  worms 
accounting  for  several  braca  of  tidy  sized  fish. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  opening  weeks  of  April  have  been  characterised  by 
much  colder  weather  than  those  of  the  previous  month, 
and  the  prospects  of  the  trout  fisher  for  the  present  are  by 
no  means  bright.  Storms  of  rain,  hail,  and  sleet  occurred 
early  this  week,  and  the  running  waters  will  not  be  in  good 
order  for  a  time,  even  given  warmer  weather.  Fly  fishing 
in  some  of  the  smaller  tributaries  of  the  Severn  may  result 
in  the  capture  of  a  few  trout,  but  really  good  sport  cannot 
yet  be  anticipated.  In  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  anglers 
will  probably  do  well  to  use  the  spinning  and  bottom  lures. 
They  will  be  doing  useful  service  in  ridding  the  river  of  as 
many  pike  and  chub  as  possible,  and  a  big  trout  or  so  may 
possibly  be  landed  also.  Just  at  present  the  main  river  is 
bank  full  and  discoloured,  but  spinning  should  be  practic- 
able by  the  end  of  the  week.  This  year  it  was  hoped 
that  the  unusually  high  waters  throughout  winter  and 
spring,  and  the  great  floods  which  once  or  twice  occurred, 
and  at  times  very  favourable  to  the  running  of  salmon, 
would  have  brought  a  fairly  large  number  of  good  fish  up 
the  river  to  the  waters  of  Salop  and  Montgomeryshire,  but 
these  hopes  have  not,  unfortunately,  been  verified. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Ytry  few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week.  A  lot  of 
what  appears  to  snow  water  has  been  coming  down  the 
Severn,  and  made  it  a  very  nasty  colour.  There  was  quite 
a  3ft.  rise  on,  and  the  water  has  been  kept  up  by  the  very 
high  spring  tides,  which  affected  the  river  perceptibly 
nearly  up  to  Worcester  Weir.  At  Upton-on-Severn  the 
tide  was  18in.  on  Tuesday.  The  Teme  is  very  fine  and  a 
nice  height,  but  a  very  strong  wind,  N.  to  N.W.,  has  been 
blowing  all  the  week,  which  has  interfered  with  sport  very 
much,  and  made  fly  fishing  very  difficult.  Still,  a  few  were 
found  whipping  the  water;  but  rises  were  not  frequent, 
and  some  three  brace  only  were  taken,  the  fish  coming 
very  short,  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  and  Cowdung  the 
only  ones  that  coaxed  a  rise.  Better  sport  was  had  on 
some  of  the  club  waters  with  the  worm ;  but  anglers  would 
do  well  to  let  the  trout  alone  for  a  week  or  two  longer, 
they  are  not  in  high  condition  yet.  Salmon  fishing  con- 
tinues very  bad  ;  some  of  the  nets  have  not  taken  a  fish 
for  weeks.  One  had  a  slice  of  good  luck,  and  caught  two 
very  fine  fish  the  end  of  last  week,  the  two  weighing  about 
401b.,  I  heard  ;  and  one  was  ciught  by  GrLffen,  of  Upton- 
on-Severn,  on  Monday,  which  weighed  near  16lb.,  the 
only  one  caught  in  that  part  of  the  Severn  for  three  weeks. 
The  price  of  fish,  as  a  natural  consequence,  is  very  high, 
43.  to  4s  6d.  per  lb.  A  small  sturgeon  has  been  sporting 
about  in  the  water  at  Upton-on-Severn,  and  has  been  seen 
by  many,  but  as  yet  has  escaped  being  captured.  It  came 
up  with  the  late  high  flood  without  a  doubt. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  cold  winds  have  interfered  to  some  extent  with 
fishing  lately.  Conditions  have  improved,  however,  this 
week,  for  not  only  have  the  flooded  streams  settled  down, 
but  the  stormy  weather  has  subsided.  At  the  time  of 
writing  a  delightful  southern  breeze  is  blowing,  and 
though  the  atmosphere  still  retains  a  chilliness,  testifying 
that  the  year  is  as  yet,  as  Thomson  puts  it,  "  uncon- 
firmed," it  is  pleasant  alike  in  country  lane  and  at  riverside. 
The  Wharfe  is  in  nice  condition,  and  some  fairly  good 
catches  of  trout  have  been  made.  The  Yore,  however, 
has  yielded  the  best  sport  with  fly,  the  most  effective  casts 
being  the  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Little  Early 
Brown,  and  Dark  Bloa ;  or  the  Snipe  Bloa,  Dark  Snipe 
and  Purple,  and  March  Brown.  Local  anglers  have  not 
done  amiss  on  the  Harrogate  Club's  waters.  The  North- 
Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  will  hold  their  quarterly 
meeting  at  York  on  the  19ih  inst.  Mr.  W.  H.  Ashford, 
the  fishery  officer,  states  in  his  report  that  the  fisheries 
within  the  district  generally  have  during  the  whole  of  the 
winter  months,  when  the  weather  has  permitted,  been 
prosecuted  with  good  results.  At  many  of  the  coast  places 
the  fishermen  report  as  being  the  best  winter  season 
they  have  had  for  many  years.  The  enforcing  of  a  due 
observance  of  the  bye-laws  in  connection  with  the  different 
fisheries  has  been  attended  with  some  difficulty,  and  will, 
observes  the  officer,  continue  to  be  so  until  he  is  able  to  be 
afloat  in  the  boat  which  is  in  course  of  construction. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
J.  J.  MusoRAVE. — The  king  carp  and  golden  orfe  have 
been  introduced  into  some  waters  in  this  country  from 
Germany,  where  they  bref  d  them.  The  king  carp  is  bred 
for  the  market,  and  highly  prized  as  a  table  fish  in 
Germany.  It  is  a  variety  of  the  common  cirp.  and  takes 
the  same  baits,  and  is  similar  in  its  habits.  The  golden 
orfe  is  like  a  dace  in  shape,  but  of  a  red  colour — like  a  red 
gold  fish — it  grows  to  lib.  or  21b.  in  weight.  It  is  a 
handsome  fish,  and  is  said  to  have  done  well  in  some  lakes 
and  ponds  in  this  country.  The  late  National  Fish 
Culture  Association  imported  and  distributed  some 
hundreds  of  king  carp  and  golden  orfe  between  1882  and 
1886. 

W.  M. — Shilling  day  tickets  are  issued  at  Barcomb 
Mills.  Inquire  at  the  inn.  Pike  fishing  is  not  allowed  in 
the  fence  months,  and  is,  of  coarse,  highly  unsportsmanlike 
in  any  water,  uul.'ss  it  is  necessary  to  destroy  and  keep 
down  the  pike,  as  in  a  trout  stream,  for  instance. 

W.  HuBBAED. — Yes,  you  may  fish  at  both  places  in  the 
close  season,  but  we  do  not  agree  with  fishing  oat  of 
season.   


[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opimons 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


NETTING  IN  THE  TEME. 
SiE, — In  reply  to  "Arthur  Felton,  Water  Bailiff, 
Ludlow,"  allow  me  to  say  I  do  not  report  hearsay  evidence 
without  having  the  best  of  proof  as  to  the  truth  of  the 
statement,  which  statement  was  made  to  me  in  the 
presence  of  another  person,  and  has  since  been  vouched 
for  as  being  a  true  fact — that  netting  had  taken  place,  and 
that  at  the  time  he  drew  the  attention  of  two  witnesses  to 
where  the  net  had  been  taken  out  of  the  river.  My 
informant  is  a  gentlemen  well  known  in  the  district,  and 
will  probably  write  you  confirming  my  report  as  true. — 
Your  respectfully,  S.  Ludlow. 


TROUT  FISHING  AND  BRACING  AIR  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  would  tell  me  where  I  could  get  trout 
fishing  in  May,  combined  with  bracing  air,  mountain  or 
moorland. 

I  have  tried  the  Hawes  district  with  benefit,  but  would 
like  a  change  this  year. — Yours  truly,  Surgeon. 


RIVER  POLLUTION  FROM  LEAD  MINE 
WASHINGS. 

Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  any 
information  as  to  the  effect  produced  upon  Salmonidx  in 
particulir,  and  fish  in  general,  by  the  introduction  into  a 
river  of  the  water  used  in  lead  mine  washings  ? 

This  pollution  I  have  heard  called  "  lead  mine  poison- 
ing," and  I  assume  that  it  is  so-called  from  it  being  known 
that  in  the  rivers  into  which  it  finds  its  way  it  causes  the 
death  of  the  fish  ;  and  if  this  assumption  is  correct,  does 
it  follow  that  the  water  thus  contaminated  is  injurious  to 
cattle  partaking  of  it,  not  to  mention  human  beings  ? 

If  any  information  can  kindly  be  afforded  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  would  be  greatly  enhanced  if  names  of  rivers  could 
be  included  into  which  the  pollution  has  flowed  with 
disastrous  reiults  to  the  fish,  and,  in  consequence,  whether 
legal  steps  were  taken  by  boards  of  coESJrvators  or  others  ? 
The  river  on  whose  behalf  I  am  asking  this  information,  at 
times  presents  a  milky  appearance,  and  dead  trout  (fario) 
have  been  observed  floating  down  it. — I  am,  &c., 

  POORBKAH. 

JOKIN'  WI'  DEEFFICULTY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  kindly  appreciative  notice  of  Dr. 
Brunton's  death,  you  say  the  good  old  doctor  sometimes 
"  joked  wi'  deefSoulty."  I  presume,  Mr.  Editor,  that  you 
are  a  southron,  and  are  consequently  not  fully  aware  of 
the  meaning  of  the  phrase.  To  say  that  a  Scotsman 
"jokes  wi'  deefficulty  "  does  not,  or  should  not,  mean 
that  he  lacks  the  sense  of  humour,  but  that  he  makes  fun 
of  difficulty,  regards  it  only  as  an  obstacle  to  be  overcome 
by  Caledonian  perseverance,  "sticking  plaister"  as  it  is 
cilled.  That  in  its  fullest  and  best  sense  the  phrase  might 
be  applied  to  Dr.  Brunton  I  am  well  aware,  but  English- 
men, bearing  in  mind  the  old  remark  about  the  surgical 
operation,  seem  to  think  that  a  lack  of  fun  is  a  Caledonian 
characteristic,  which  it  is  not,  as  witness  the  article  on 
"  Angling  Veracity  from  a  Scientific  Standpoint"  in  the 
same  issue  of  your  admirable  paper. — Yours  faithfully, 
  Sandy  MacPhersox. 


MANCHESTER  ANGLING  CLUB  QUERY. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  through  the  columns 
of  your  valuable  paper  whether  there  is  a  social  fishing 
club,  with  reading  room,  &o.,  in  Manchester,  similar  to 
that  existing  in  London,  and  which  it  is  proposed  forming 
in  Edinburgh  ?     Your  attention  will  greatly  oblige. — 

213,  Mostyn-street,  Manchester.      G.  H.  Pomerov. 

[We  advise  our  correspondent  to  consult  Mr.  Abel 
Heywood,  the  hon.  seo.  of  the  Manchester  Anglers' 
Association. — Ed.] 

RECORD  OF  TROUT  CA.UGHT  IN  THE  JED, 
DE.4.R  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  April  1  a  record  cf  trout 
caught  in  the  Jed  and  Teviot  is  given,  signed  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Renilson,  representing  his  catch  for  1SS9,  who 
hopes  it  will  "  interest  ycur  many  readers,"  &c.  The 
catch  does  interest  many,  who  think  your  correspondent 
should  bo  ashamed  as  a  sportsman  to  publicly  record  the 
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fact  that  he  took  1366  trout,  weighing  263|lb.  (I  am  glad 
the  |lb.  is  accurately  given).  The  record  represents  an 
average  of  a  little  over  3oz.  per  fish.  This  represents 
hundreds  of  fingerlings,  from  2oz.  to  2Joz.,  to  produce 
snch  an  average.  This  record  comes  from  the  district 
where  there  are  many  objectors  to  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's 
Bill.  No  wonder  trout  are  scarce  in  that  region. — Tours 
truly.  Eight  Inches. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

[We  did  not  work  out  the  averages,  but  we  certainly 
should  like  to  see  it  made  illegal  to  take  trout  under  Sin. 
in  length  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. — Ed.] 


DO  SEVERN  SALMON  TAKE  A  FLY  ? 

Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  "  Fly  Man's  "  query,  in  last 
week's  issue,  I  beg  to  inform  him  that  in  this  upper  part — 
Oaerswa,  Llandinaw — some  were  taken  with  fly  last  year. 
—Yours  truly,  J.  Evans. 

Caersws,  — ^— 

RE  NETTING  IN  LUDLOW  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  last 
week  there  appeared  a  letter  from  Arthur  Pelton,  of 
Ludlow,  the  Severn  Conservators'  water  bailiff  for  that 
district,  which  calls  for  a  reply. 

As  he  ventures  to  contradict  your  correspondent's  state- 
ment about  the  netting  in  private  waters  below  Ludlow,  I 
desire  to  give  corroborative  evidence.  There  were  marks 
on  the  river  bank  which  convinced  me  that  the  river  had 
been  poached  by  netting ;  and,  if  need  be,  I  can  give 
the  signatures  of  others,  proving  that  their  attention 
was  called  to  the  said  marks  at  the  time.  The  statement 
was  not  made  as  a  reflection  upon  the  water  bailiff  or  upon 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  but  as  he  states  that  he  goes 
dewn  that  water  twice  a  week  on  both  banks,  and  I  think 
we  anglers,  who  pay  our  licences  as  regularly  as  the  season 
comes  round.  "  Why  on  earth  does  he  travel  that  par- 
ticular stretch  of  water  so  often  when  there  is  such  vast 
area  requiring  his  vigilance  ?  "  If  instead  of  going  down 
the  river  in  the  day  time,  when  the  sun  is  shining 
pleasantly,  he  had  gone  down  in  the  night  time, 
he  would  most  likely  have  come  across  the  poachers. 
He  also  said  something  about  "  netted  fish  "  and  a  "  man 
who  knew  nothing  about  samlets."  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  "man"  was  a  Shropshire  angler?  If  so,  one 
would  have  thought  that  a  conservators'  water  bailiff 
would  have  been  too  cute  to  be  taken  in  like  that !  Or  has 
he  been  venturing  to  teach  his  dear  "  old  grandmother 
how  to  suck  eggs."    It  looks  like  it.    I  enclote  my  card. 


FISHING  IN  WATERWORKS  RESERVOIRS. 
Sir, — On  behalf  of  the  angling  brotherhood  we  ask 
your  kind  indulgei  ce  in  addressing  you  and  the  readers  of 
the  Pishing  Gazette  upon  a  matter  which  in  our  opinion  is 
of  vital  interest  to  every  wielder  of  the  rod.  In  our 
particular  locality  there  are  a  number  of  extensive  reser- 
voirs under  the  control  of  the  local  waterworks  committee 
that  are  eminently  suited  for  the  growth  of  trout,  and 
which,  with  systematic  stocking,  could  be  made  to  afford 
fine  sport  for  anglers ;  but  which,  as  at  present  managed, 
not  only  yield  indifferent  results,  but  are  well  nigh 
inaccessible  to  working-men  anglers  of  the  locality.  At 
intervals — very  many  years  apart — the  authorities  stock 
these  waters  with  trout.  Each  year  a  limited  number  of 
fishing  permits  are  distributed  by  members  of  the  water- 
works committee,  who  pretent  them  gratis  to  applicants 
as  far  as  the  limited  number  will  allow.  The  number  of 
local  anglers  exceeds  the  number  of  tickets  issued,  and  it 
necessarily  follows  that  whilst  some  influential  individuals 
may  secure  several  tickets,  other  unfortunates  are  unable 
to  get  even  one.  We  think,  sir,  you  will  agree  that  this 
system  is  crude  and  inadequate,  and  that  waters  of  this 
kind  should  be  accessible  by  a  reasonable  payment,  and 
that  stocking  should  be  done  annually  either  by  the  water- 
works authority  or  by  the  local  angling  association.  The 
waterworks  committee  probably  consider  that  they  have 
more  weighty  matters  than  angling  to  deal  with,  and  they 
are  quite  justified  in  holding  that  view.  At  the  same  time  the 
present  procedure  involves  the  individual  members  of  that 
committee  in  being  worried  by  applicants  for  more  tickets 
than  they  have  at  disposal,  and  it  appears  to  us  that 
arrangements  might  be  made  with  the  local  association  by 
which  the  latter  could  relieve  the  committee  of  this  trouble 
by  managing  the  fishing  under  rules  and  conditions  to  be 
approved  by  the  committee. 

Our  object  in  writing  is,  firstly,  to  endeavour,  through 
the  agency  of  your  columns,  to  obtain  definite  information 
as  to  what  privileges  and  arrangements  are  in  force  in 
other  districts  possessing  waterworks  reservoirs,  in  order 
that  we  can  lay  before  our  waterworks  people  such  an 
array  of  facts  as  may  induce  them  to  grant  us  better 
facilities  for  sport;  and.  secondly,  by  the  publication  of 
snch  particulars  in  your  columns,  to  enable  the  anglers  of 
other  localities  who  may  be  in  the  same  plight  as  ourselves 
to  strengthen  their  position  and  afford  them  some  ground 
of  action.  In  any  case  the  information,  if  obtained  and 
published,  will  form  an  interesting  and  valuable  record. 
We,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  that  you,  Mr.  Editor, 
might  throw  open  your  columns  for  the  publication  of 
details  of  arrangements  in  existence  in  those  districts  in 
which  anglers  have  ready  access,  by  payment  or  otherwise, 
to  the  waterworks  reservoirs,  and  where  systematic 
stocking  is  done  by  the  angling  association  or  the 
authorities.  We  feel  quite  assured  of  your  own  sympathy 
at  the  start,  and  earnestly  hope  that  those  of  your  readers 
who  can  furnish  particulars  will  do  so,  and  thus  maintain 
the  true  Waltonian  spirit  of  brotherly  assistance. 

We  may  add,  in  conclusion,  that  we  are  members  of  an 
association  of  some  200  strong,  and  that  previous  efforts 
we  liiive  made  to  sec^nre  improved  arrangements  have  been 
unavailing,  because,  as  we  believe,  we  have  not  been  able 


to  show  to  "  the  powers  that  be  "  that  we  are  only  seek- 
ing the  advantages  that  have  been  obtained  in  other  more 
favoured  places.  Should  you,  Mr.  Editor,  as  we  anticipate, 
be  willing  to  give  your  assistance,  we  would  suggest  that 
for  the  convenience  of  those  who  can  furnish  particulars, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  information  might 
take  the  form  of  answers  to  the  several  questions  appended 
hereto.  In  conclusion,  we  would  remind  anglers  generally 
that  every  year  adds  to  their  number,  the  available  waters 
become  more  and  more  fished,  and  it  is,  consequently, 
desirable  that  every  suitable  sheet  of  water  that  at  present 
is  not  properly  utilised  shall,  if  possible,  be  made  avail- 
able for  furnishing  the  best  sport  it  admits  of. 

Questions. 

1.  Name  of  locality  or  town  ? 

2.  Is  angling  permitted  in  the  waterworks  reserves  ? 

3.  Is  a  charge  made  for  tickets,  and,  if  so,  how  much  ? 
3a .  Are  tickets  issued  to  visitors  as  well  as  residents  ? 
36.  Are  tickets  issued  by  the  waterworks  authority,  the 

landowner,  or  by  the  angling  association  ? 

4.  Are  the  reservoirs  stocked,  and  how  frequently,  and 

by  whom  ? 

5.  Have  the  local  angling  association  any  rights  or 

privileges  in  the  management  of  the  fishing  ? 
Remarks,  or  supplementary  information. 
Yours,  &c.,  G.  H.  Jones 

(Hon.  Sec.  Stamford  Angling  Society). 
Ashton-under-Lyne.   

THAMES  TROUT— THE  LATE  DR.  BRUNTON. 
Dear  Sir,— I  had  the  pleasure  of  capturing  a  nice 
little  trout  in  Bell  Weir  on  Saturday  last,  a  very  game  fish 
of  21b.,  which  I  returned  to  his  native  element.  He 
seemed  not  to  like  his  treatment  for  a  while,  and  lay  on  the 
bottom  wrong  ways  up,  but  a  gentle  dose  of  the  handle  of 
the  landing  net  moved  him,  and  I  hope  he  will  live  to  fight 
again.  Weather  cold,  and  fishing  in  snowstorms  is  not  all 
delight. 

Here  is  another  story  of  our  dear  departed  friend.  Dr. 
John  Brunton.  Just  before  starting  to  the  north  last 
August  for  some  autumn  salmon  fishing  I  called  on  my 
old  friend  for  a  few  parting  words  of  advice  as  to  flies,  &c. 
"  Here  you  are,  my  boy,"  he  said,  "  take  my  book  of  flies 
and  tackle.  Do  ye  know  how  to  hold  a  big  rod  ?  " — 
putting  his  up.  "  There,  note,  that's  the  way ;  an  18ft. 
rod  then  becomes  a  pleasure  instead  of  a  labour.  But 
mind  ye  bring  them  back."  Showing  his  usual  kindnos 
of  heart. — Sincerely  yours.  James  Stabtin. 


HOW  TO  REAR  GENTLES. 
Sir, — Having  supplied  London  shops  with  bait — worms 
and  gentles— about  twenty-five  years,  and  my  father  before 
me,  I  should  like  to  say  a  little  about  the  gentles.  If 
"  Fossdyke "  says  you  cannot  get  a  large  freshly  bred 
gentle  in  the  winter  he  makes  a  mistake.  First,  you  must 
get  a  large  fly,  the  ova  to  be  fully  fed  up  to  its  size,  and 
when  they  are  scoured  will  keep  large  ;  when  feeding  they 
will  lose  in  size  if  not  managed  rightly ;  like  men,  one  food 
stands  longer  by  them  than  another,  so  it  is  with  the 
gentle.  Liver  has  proved  the  best  to  my  experience, 
although  under  certain  heat  any  food  will  do.  Second, 
you  must  not  disturb  them  more  than  is  possible  until 
they  are  scoured.  The  reason  you  get  the  best  gentle  in 
the  fall  is  that  nature  gives  the  largest  fly  then  to  stand 
the  cold,  and  to  find  any  refuge  ;  being  cold,  it  does  not 
smell  so  much.  These  gentles  can  be  kept  any  length  of 
time,  and  be  as  lively  when  in  use.  "  Fossdyke  "  is  right 
in  saying  that  kept  gentles  are  better  than  many  that  is 
used.  Where  do  the  London  shops  get  most  of  their 
gentles  in  the  winter — from  me.  The  trade  is  so  uncertain, 
that  I,  after  twenty-five  years'  study,  cannot  keep  a  large 
supply  ready  for  use.  I  have  to  have  one  lot  under  the 
other,  some  ready  and  some  feeding,  and  ofttimes  have  to 
send  them  out  green ;  then  they  waste  away.  My 
experience  is  that  until  some  one  that  is  in  the  fishing 
tackle  trade  takes  to  supplying  worms  and  gentles,  anglers 
will  only  get  good  bait  by  fits  and  starts.  I  have  given 
my  time  to  raising  red,  brandling,  and  marsh  worms,  and 
have  at  present  the  largest  stock  to  be  seen  ;  they  will 
soon  run  out,  because  the  demand  is  ever  on  the  increase. 
—Yours  truly,    G.  Nash. 

WIRE  SEA  LINES,  &c. 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  been  very  sorry  to  see  the  wire  sea 
line  correspondence  in  your  columns  dropped  so  suddenly, 
as  I  was  hoping  some  of  the  correspondents  would  have 
told  us  what  gauge  of  wire  they  were  using,  both  single, 
plaited,  and  twisted,  as  my  experience  with  stranded  wire 
running  over  pulleys  is  not  quite  so  satisfactory  as  I  could 
wish  even  with  fine,  soft  copper  wire  stranded  and  lightly 
twisted  to  make  it  as  flexible  as  possible ;  yet  renewals 
are  very  frequent,  although  the  pulleys  are  quite  2in.  in 
diameter  ;  and,  if  soft  copper  wire  is  so  liable  to  breakage, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  phosphor  bronze  is  much  too  brittle 
for  the  rough  usage  we  all  put  our  fishing  lines  through. 
As  a  wearing  material,  i.e.,  rubbing  surfaces,  as  in  slides 
and  bearings  for  machinery,  it  stands  splendidly,  but  for 
tensile  strain  I  do  not  like  it.  I  much  prefer  Muntz 
metal,  but  do  not  know  if  that  company  make  a  wire  so 
small  as  would  be  required  for  a  line.  I  don't  know  what 
size  the  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  use,  but  I  think  about 
22  or  24  8.W.G.  will  be  about  right  for  single  wire,  and  if 
stranded  or  plaited,  and  you  get  .36/40  strand,  you  will  get 
a  much  thicker  line  than  what  I  use  in  flax,  and  no  stronger, 
for  I  can  lift  331b.  dead  weight,  and  that  is  several  pounds 
more  than  a  3(>/40  strand  of  copper  wire  will  lift.  1  find  a 
24  8.W.G.  brass  wire  breaks  where  it  is  looped  at  291b. 
I  intend  making  a  few  more  experiments  respecting  break- 
ing strains  of  wire  of  different  gauges,  but  would  like  some 
Muntz  metal  wire  if  procurable.  Perhaps  some  of  your 
correspondents  can  oblige.   I  should  have  been  glad  if  you 


had  given  us  a  few  more  particulars  re  Carter's  big  wheel 
pulley  for  rod  tops,  both  as  to  price  and  size  of  top  they 
are  made  to  fit.  You  see,  my  purchases  are  hardly  likely 
to  be  sufBciently  extensive  to  recoup  Messrs.  Carter  for 
the  expense  of  their  catalogue  if  I  wrote  for  one,  therefore  I 
think  I  ought  not  to  do  so ;  and  I  could  not  spare  a  £5  note  for 
a  visit  to  the  Fisheries  this  time,  as  it  might  mean  so  many 
days  off  my  fishing  excursion  to  Scarborough. 

How  is  it  we  get  no  reports  from  any  of  these  N.E. 
stations  ?  Nothing  north  of  Yarmouth. — Y'ours  respect- 
fully,   R.  A.  Goodman. 

FISHING  IN  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Medicus's"  letter  for  Welsh 
fishing,  I  do  not  think  he  can  do  better  than  write  to  the 
Red  Lion    Hotel,  Llangynidr  (T.   Evans,  propiietor), 
Breconshire. 

It  is  situated  on  the  Usk,  in  which  fish  (trout  and 
salmon)  abound  in  size,  quality,  and  quantity. 

The  accommodation  is  good,  and  the  hotel  close  to  the 
river.  It  is  five  miles  from  Talybont,  and  ten  miles  from 
Abergavenny.  It  has  two  miles  of  good  fishing.  Can 
give  further  particulars  if  required. — Yours  truly, 

  Applegreen. 


Dear  Sir, — I  would  draw  the  attention  of  "  Medicus" 
to  page  iii.  of  your  issue  last  week,  wherein  are  two  places 
advertised;  either  would,  I  think,  suit — Rock  House 
Hotel,  Llandrindod,  Wells  (Mid- Wales),  L.  and  N.W.  Rail- 
way ;  Forth  Hotel,  Llandyssil  (South  Wales),  G.W.  Rail- 
way. River  Ithon,  Llandrindod ;  Teifi,  at  Llandyssil. 
There  is  capital  fishing  at  the  latter  place,  where  the  fish 
run  to  a  good  size. — Yours  truly,  J.  Evans. 

Pendref,  Caersws  (Mont  ). 


PROPOSED  FISHING  TACKLE  TRADES 
ASSOCIATION. 

Sir, — Since  the  proposition  for  the  formation  of  a  fish- 
ing tackle  trades  association  (reported  in  your  last  issue), 
several  members  of  the  trade  have  expressed  a  desire  for 
steps  to  be  taken  to  bring  about  its  consummation.  If 
members  of  the  trade  will  communicate  with  me,  and 
make  any  suggestion  that  they  think  is  desirable,  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  call  a  meeting  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  for 
the  purpose  of  its  formation  and  enrolment  of  members. 

I  shall  alsp  esteem  it  a  favour  if  any  of  your  readers 
that  have  copies  of  trade  association  rules  by  them  that 
are  likely  to  be  of  use  to  us,  if  they  will  be  good  enough  to 
send  them  to  me.  I  will  return  them  if  so  desired. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Richardson. 

123,  Euston-road,  N.W. 


A  FISHING  RECORD  AT  THE  GREAT 
LAKE  IN  TASMANIA. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  twenty-three  days'  trout 
fishing  at  the  Great  Lake,  situated  in  the  highlands  of 
Central  Tasmania,  at  an  elevation  of  3000ft.  above  sea 
level,  Dec.  24  to  Jan.  15.  This  is  understood  to  be  the 
record  of  one  rod's  fishing  for  trout.  The  successful 
angler  is  Mr.  W.  Bryant,  barrister-at-law,  an  ardent  trout 
fisher  from  Victoria  ;  this  makes  his  seventh  trip  to  the 
Great  Lake  : 

Dec.  24.— Two  fish,  7ilb.  and  91b. ;  total,  IBJlb. 

Dec.  25.— 41b. 

Dec.  26.— 41b. 

Dec.  27.— 121b,,  6Jlb.,31b.,  3Jlb.,  81b.,  andZJlb.;  total, 
40  Jib. 

Dec.  28. — Weather  bright  and  warm,  with  a  strong 
westerly  blowing  ;  91b.,  61b  ,  81b.,  6lb.,  7Jlb.,  7lb.,  121b., 
6lb.,  5ilb.,  41b.,  7ilb.,  8Jlb.,  31b. ;  total,  901b. 

Dec.  29.— Nil.  Weather  bright,  hot,  sultry;  light 
northerly,  changing  light  N.W.  ;  thundery. 

Dec.  30.— 81b.  and  61b. ;  total,  141b. 

Deo.  31. — Nil.  Weather  bright,  hot ;  northerly  wind  ; 
thundery. 

Jan.  1,  1899.— 71b.,  9lb.,  8lb.,  9ilb.,  41b. ;  total,  37ilb. 

Jan.  2.— illb.,  lOJlb.,  lOJlb.,  9Jlb.,  91b.,  91b.,  91b.,  81b., 
71b  ,  71b. ;  total,  90|lb.  Weather,  strong  northerly,  with 
much  rain. 

Jan.  3.— Illb.  and  61b. ;  total,  171b. 

Jan.  4.-  81b.,  81b.,  and  6Jlb. ;  total,  22ilb. 

.Ian.  5.— Nil.  Weather,  W.  to  S.W. ;  strong  rain,  sleet, 
and  snow. 

Jan.  6.— 8ilb. 

Jan.  7. — Nil.   Weather,  wild,  westerly,  cold;  water 
dirty. 
Jan.  8.— 8ilb. 

Jan.  9.— 4lb.,  8ilb.,  and  6Jlb. ;  total,  191b. 
Jan.  10.— Illb. 

Jan.  11.— 91b.  and  lOlb.  ;  total,  191b. 

Jan.  12.— lljlb.,  9Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  and  121b. ;  total, 
481b.  Weather,  southerly,  changing  to  S.W. ;  heavy 
showers,  occasional  glimpses  of  sunshine. 

Jan.  13.— 121b. 

Jan.  14. — Nil.    Hot  and  bright ;  dead  calm. 
Jan.  15.— 71b.,  61b.,  lOJlb.,  lOJlb.,  lOJlb.,  9lb. ;  total, 
53ilb. 

This  record  gives  a  total  of  sixty-five  fish;  weight, 
5161b.  The  bait  used  was  eelskin  and  troutskin  phantoms, 
as  modelled  by  Capt.  Owen,  of  Sydney. 

Another  angler,  Mr.  A.  D.  Hall,  from  Sydney,  from 
Jan.  1  to  15,  succeeded  in  landing  nineteen  fish  ;  total 
weight,  1741b.  The  heaviest  was  1  IJlb.  and  the  lightest 
2ilb.  This  is,  however,  by  no  means  the  record  catch  at 
the  lake,  as  it  has  been  exceeded  by  that  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Carr,  of  Lannceoton,  who  once,  on  a  pouring  wet  day, 
captured  over  1201b.  of  trout.  Nor  are  the  individual  fish 
specially  large,  specimens  having  been  previously  captured 
up  to  251b 
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VARIETIES  OF  FISH  FOOD. 


Fish  are  very  capricious  feeders,  and  at  times 
they  show  a  marked  liking  for  one  particular  food, 
and  discard  all  other  dietary  than  the  one  kind 
they  happen  to  be  taking  at  the  time.  At  other 
times,  if  the  mood  suits  them,  they  are  omnivorous, 
and  will  devour  nearly  anything  in  the  shape  of 
food  that  chances  to  come  near  them.  I  have 
made  a  practice  for  a  few  years  back  of  examining 
the  stomachs  of  the  fish  I  have  caught,  and  I  find 
that  this  habit  has  given  me  a  great  deal  of 
insight  as  to  what  fish  will  eat.  I  feel  as  if  I  were 
taking  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  fish  in  so  doing, 
but  I  have  found  out  that  this  is  a  surer  way  to 
ascertain  what  fish  have  been  taking  than  any 
other.  When  one  knows  how  to  fish,  and  what 
the  fish  are  feeding  on  at  the  time — I  take  it  for 
granted  that  they  are  feeding — it  becomes  an  easy 
matter  to  catch  them.  There  are  times  when  fish 
feed  fairly  well,  and  when  it  is  difficult  to  tell 
what  they  are  feeding  on,  no  matter  how 
observant  one  ma^  be,  but  if  you  catch  one 
at  such  a  time  it  is  quite  possible  to  get  more. 
The  chances  are  that  at  such  times  they  are  all 
taking  one  particular  fly  or  other  item  of  fare, 
and  if  you  open  the  stomach  of  the  one  you  have 
caught,  and  examine  what  it  holds,  that  fish  may 
be  the  cause  of  the  capture  of  its  fellows.  I  some- 
times carry  a   small   magnifying  glass  when 


fishing,  as  it  is  often  difficult  to  distinguish 
thoroughly  some  of  the  delicate  morsels  that  the 
fish  eat;  and  some  kinds  of  food  very  quickly 
become  unrecognisable,  owing  to  the  processes  of 
swallowing  and  digesting.  The  glass  is  a  great 
aid  to  tell  what  flies  the  fish  have  been  taking,  as 
they  are  so  fragile  that  they  become  broken  up 
and  crushed  to  such  a  degree  that  it  is  often  very 
difficult  to  distinguish  their  species  by  the  naked 
eye.  I  do  not  recommend  fishers  to  take  all  this 
trouble,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are  many 
who  will  look  upon  it  as  a  semi-barbarous  pro- 
ceeding, but  many  will  admit  that  it  is  a  sure  way 
of  becoming  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  food 
that  fish  will  devour.  It  has  not  been  my  fortune 
to  capture  very  many  species  of  fresh- water  fishes, 
as  Scotland  lacks  the  variety  of  fish  to  be 
found  in  England  and  some  other  countries. 
Nevertheless,  I  have  caught  many  a  trout 
and  grayling,  some  pike,  perch,  and  roach, 
a  few  sea  trout,  and  a  couple  of  salmon. 
It  is  chiefly  about  the  food  of  the  trout  and 
gi-ayling  that  I  intend  to  write.  Throughout 
the  incoming  season  I  will  act  on  the  advice  of 
a  friend,  and  try  to  arrange  a  kind  of  table 
containing,  as  nearly  complete  as  possible,  a 
list  of  the  food  I  get  in  trout  and  grayling,  and 
give  the  dates  on  which  the  fish  are  taken.  I 
have  been  doing  this  for  the  last  few  years, 
and  have  kept  my  fishing  diaries  containing 
some  useful  observations  on  the  above  subject, 
and  it  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  were  a 
few  times  I  did  not  examine  the  fish  I  caught 
that  I  do  not  publish  such  now.  As  a  summary 
of  my  diaries,  I  find,  on  looking  through  them, 
that  fish  I  caught  during  the  spring  months 
contained  chiefly  flies,  grubs  or  larvae,  creepers, 
and  shrimps,  with  a  minnow  or  two.  At  this 
season  of  the  year  I  have  got  trout  containing 
the  ova  of  grayling  or  some  other  fish.  I 
am  almost  cei'tain  that  it  was  grayling 
spawn,  as  the  river  Ayr,  where  I  have 
mostly  fished  for  the  last  few  years,  contains 
a  great  many  of  them,  and  they  are  increasing 
in  numbers  at  a  great  rate.  This  river  flows 
through  a  very  rich  and  well- wooded  country,  and, 
I  think,  contains  nearly  all  the  flies  and  insects 
that  are  to  be  found  on  any  stream  in  the 
country.  I  have  met  with  nearly  every  fly  I  have 
seen  mentioned  in  angling  books  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Grreen  Drake  or  May  Fly.  It  is 
owing  to  the  amount  of  feeding  in  this  river 
that  the  trout  here  are  so  difficult  to  take  at  times. 
I  will  not  attempt  to  give  the  names  of  all  the 
flies  I  have  seen  on  this  river,  as  that  is  beyond 
me ;  but  the  principal  flies  that  the  fish  take  in 
the  spring  are  the  February  Red,  a  large,  dark 
fly  like  a  small  Stone  Fly,  Blue  Dun,  March 
Brown,  Red  Spinner,  Iron  Blue,  Oak  Fly,  Yellow 
Dun,  and  Needle  Brown.  I  have  noticed  that 
some  of  the  above  flies  appeared  rather  earlier 
here  than  in  other  districts.  When  May  and 
June  approach  the  trout  become  very  fastidious 
in  their  tastes,  taking  only  the  choicest  tit-bits 
from  among  a  great  variety  which  is  to  be  had 
at  this  time.  Indeed,  at  this  season  something 
tastier  than  a  fly  is  better  suited  for  making  a  haul. 
Most  of  the  trout  taken  here  in  these  months 
contained  a  few  beetles  of  various  sizes  and  kinds, 
but  a  great  supply  of  very  small  ones.  They  also 
contained  creepers,  flies,  ants,  shrimps,  larva?  of 
many  kinds,  and  great  quantities  of  a  small  cream- 
coloured  grub  or  caterpillar  about  a  third  of  an 
inch  in  length.  Later  on  in  J une  I  got  specimens 
of  full  fledged  Stone  Flies,  and  some  green  cater- 
pillas,  house  flies,  bluebottles,  and  one  or  two 
garden  bees  in  trout.  At  this  time  of  the  year 
the  trout  took  the  creeper,  caddis  grub,  small 
brandling  or  red  worms  as  bait,  and  also  small 
artificial  beetles,  Black  Gnats,  Sedges,  Yellow 
and  Golden  Duns.  When  June  comes  on  I  find 
that  the  trout  are  not  inclined  to  take  the  artificial 
fly  very  readily,  unless  after  a  flood,  and  I  think 
the  reason  of  this  is  that  all  kinds  of  aquatic 
weeds  thrive  in  the  water  now,  and  harbour 
millions  of  larvjB  and  small  creatures  that  trout 
feed  on,  and  which  are  too  small  to  use  as  baits, 
and  very  difficult  to  imitate.  I  have  got  trout  at 
this  time  of  the  year  with  nearly  everything  in  their 
stomachs  in  the  shape  of  flies,  ants,  larvae,  shrimps, 
minnows,  large  and  small  creepers,  beetles,  aquatic 
snails,  worms,  and  beasties  of  all  kinds.  I  once 
caught  a  large  trout  in  a  pond  while  fishing  for 
perch  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  it  contained  a 
few  minnows,  gerris,  flies,  beetles,  a  small  frog, 


and  a  mass  of  blackish  feeding  which  I  took  to 
he  the  remains  of  tadpoles.  I  have  found  small 
frogs  in  trout  two  or  three  times,  hut  this  was  the 
only  occasion  on  which  I  ever  got  anything  like 
tadpoles  in  them,  although  I  have  caught  trout  in 
ponds  and  sluggish  water  that  contained  thousands 
of  them.  On  another  occasion  I  got  a  trout  which 
contained,  among  other  things,  the  remains  of 
what  I  took  to  be  a  small  eel  or  lampem.  I  have 
often  got  trout  containing  flesh  maggots,  but 
once,  while  fishing  a  stream  near  PeeVjles,  I  cut 
open  nearly  a  dozen  of  the  largest  of  my  trout 
that  day,  and  found  that  the  most  of  them  were 
nearly  gorged  with  nothing  else  than  maggots. 
On  going  up  the  stream  before  leaving  off,  I 
noticed  a  dead  sheep  lying  in  the  grass  overhang- 
ing the  water.  It  was  swarming  with  maggots,  and 
the  stench  which  came  from  it  was  far  from  being 
pleasant.  Once,  whUe  fishing  the  river  Tweed,  I  got 
a  yellow  trout  of  about  21b.,  and  it  contained  the 
remains  of  a  salmon  fry  or  small  trout,  some 
minnows,  loaches,  flies,  and  a  creeper  or  two. 
Most  of  the  large  trout  I  have  caught  contained 
small  fry,  minnows,  or  stone  loaches,  and  I  think 
that  when  trout  get  to  a  certain  size  they  become 
predaceous,  and  feed  upon  their  smaller  neigh- 
bours, and  are  more  inclined  to  feed  by  night,  or 
when  the  water  is  clouded.  Extra  large  trout 
will  account  for  as  many  fry  and  minnows  as  a 
pike  of  equal  weight.  On  another  occasion,  while 
fishing  Glencorse  Reservoii',  which  sends  its  water 
to  Edinburgh,  I  noticed  a  trout  or  two  pick  up 
bees  which  had  fallen  off  the  willow  bushes  that 
fringe  a  part  of  the  bank.  The  bees  seemed  to 
be  working  on  the  willow  flowers,  or  some  other 
plants,  and  by  some  mischance  or  other  they  had 
fallen  into  the  water,  where  they  made  a  consider- 
able stir  for  a  time,  until  they  were  snapped  up 
by  some  hungry  fish.  I  have  seen  trout  take  ants, 
wasp  flies,  and  other  large  insects  in  the 
same  manner,  and  in  the  late  autumn  I  have 
got  an  occasional  wasp  in  the  stomachs  of 
trout.  I  do  not  think  that  the  trout  show  any 
great  liking  for  wasps,  as  I  have  cut  open  several 
trout  in  September  and  only  got  an  occasional 
specimen  or  two,  although  there  were  hundreds  of 
dead  and  drowning  wasps  in  the  water  at  the  time. 
Wasps  are  often  chilled  and  numbed  by  the  cold 
in  the  late  autumn,  and,  losing  the  power  of  their 
wings  and  legs,  they  drop  off  the  trees  in  great 
numbers.  If  trout  were  inclined  to  feed  upon 
them  at  such  times,  they  could  gorge  themselves 
with  wasps  without  much  difficulty.  Duiing  and 
after  August  trout  show  a  tendency  to  feed  upon 
flies  nearly  as  well  as  they  do  in  the  spiing 
months,  and  I  am  sometimes  inclined  to  think 
that  they  take  flies  more  greedily  when  few  are 
on  the  water  than  they  do  at  those  seasons  when 
flies  are  on  at  all  times  of  the  day  in  clouds. 
Troiit  feed  principally  on  flies  during  the  spring 
months,  and  will,  at  times,  take  nothing  else  if 
they  can  get  them.  They  seem  to  know, 
instinctively,  that  few  other  foods  are  so 
nourishing.  Trout  thrive  and  come  into  con- 
dition very  rapidly  after  feeding  for  a  week  or  two 
on  flies,  and  if  one  opens  the  stomachs  of  trout  at 
this  time  of  the  year  flies  will  be  found  to  be  the 
principal  contents.  I  have  often  had  baskets 
from  the  river  Ayr  containing  both  grayling  and 
trout,  and  I  have  noticed  that  it  is  very  seldom 
that  the  contents  of  the  stomachs  of  these  two 
kinds  of  fish  are  the  same,  even  if  they  are  caught 
in  the  same  pool  or  stream.  The  mouth  of  the 
grayling  seems  to  be  better  adapted  for  sucking 
very  small  "  beasties  "  off  a  smooth  rock  bottom 
than  that  of  the  trout,  and  I  have  found  very 
small  lai-vte  and  other  extremely  small  beings  in 
the  stomachs  of  grayling  that  trout  would  often 
pass  by  on  account  of  their  insignificance.  I  have 
often  found  the  grayling  to  be  a  great  nuisance 
while  fishing  with  creepers  in  the  spring  months. 
They  seem  to  be  very  fond  of  them,  and  persist  in 
hanging  on  to  your  bait,  whether  they  are  in  con- 
dition or  not,  and,  as  creepers  are  not  easily  pro- 
cured at  all  times,  an  ill-conditioned  grayling  is 
not  received  with  very  good  grace  by  some 
anglers.  Nearly  all  the  grayling  that  I  opened 
last  spring  contained  creepei-s,  or  remains  of  them, 
shrimps,  beetles,  and  flies  of  all  kinds.  The  shrimp 
seems  to  be  a  great  favourite  with  many  fish,  and 
few  will  refuse  them  if  they  are  inclined  to  feed  at 
all.  The  best  grayling  swim  I  know  of  in  the 
river  Ayr  is  behind  Privick  Mill.  On  one  occasion 
I  took  a  mixed  basket  of  trout  and  grayling 
weighing  301b.    Most  of  them  were  grayling,  and 
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the  majority  came  from  this  swim.  I  have 
caught  grayling  more  than  once  from  this  same 
pool,  and,  having  opened  some  of  theui,  I  found 
that  they  contained  a  quantity  of  seeds  and  grain 
which  had  come  from  the  mill.  Some  time  before 
this  a  friend  told  me  that  he  had  experienced  the 
same,  and  I  vpas  hardly  inclined  to  believe  it  until 
I  saw  it  for  myself.  1  knew  that  roach  and  other 
coarse  fish  feed  on  grain  at  times,  but  I  always 
thought  that  the  grayling,  belonging  to  the  noble 
family  of  Salmonidx,  was  above  that  sort  ol  thing. 
There  is  no  saying  what  fish  will  eat  at  times.  It 
has  been  my  fortune  to  capture  fish  on  four 
different  occasions  which  contained  hooks.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  some,  or,  more  probably,  all,  of 
them  would  be  responsible  for  a  few  fairy  tales 
about  monstrous  fish  breaking  away  and  smashing 
the  tackle  of  some  unfortunate  fisher.  The 
largest  of  the  four  weighed  about  fib.  Two, 
taken  from  the  river  Ayr,  had  flies  firmly  fixed  in 
their  mouths,  and  one  hook  was  almost  rusted 
through.  Another  of  about  41b.  contained  a  large 
bait  hook  and  a  piece  of  gut  fixed  well  back  in  the 
thi'oat.  This  fish  was  an  ill-favoured  looking 
specimen,  and  ought  to  have  weighed  a  pound  or 
so  had  it  been  in  condition.  In  all  probability 
its  bad  health  would  be  due  to  its  having 
this  unnatural  appendage  in  its  throat.  I 
got  this  fish  in  the  Tweed,  below  Peebles. 
A  coarse  Stewart  tackle,  and  nearly  a  yard 
of  gut  attached,  adorned  the  mouth  of  another 
which  was  taken  from  the  Tyne  in  East 
Lothian  or  Haddingtonshire.  The  hooks  in  this 
case  seemed  to  be  quite  new,  and  the  gut  was  not 
even  rotten,  although  it  was  badly  frayed.  This 
fish  was  in  the  best  of  condition,  and  weighed 
440Z.  It  may  have  furnished  "  exciting  sport  "  to 
some  unlucky  individual  before  I  caught  it. 
Every  time  I  see  a  fish  lost  through  carelessness, 
I  feel  inclined  to  say  something  very  uncompli- 
mentary to  the  loser,  as  I  consider  all  trout  that 
have  once  tasted  steel  become  the  inveterate 
enemies  of  anglers,  and  settle  down  in  after  life 
as  tutors  to  the  rising  generation  of  fish,  and 
instruct  them  in  all  the  wily  ways  of  the  fisher 
and  his  art.  J oking  aside,  it  nevertheless  seems 
to  be  the  case  that  fish  have  some  means  or  power 
by  which  they  can  make  their  congeners  under- 
stand certain  things  as  well  as  we  can  by  speech 
or  writing.  B  lac  k  beetle  . 


SALMO  MARSTONIl. 


[Mk.  a.  Nelson  Cheney  very  kindly  sends  me 
the  following  extract  from  the  Canadian  magazine 
"  Recreation."  If  some  of  our  friends  of  the 
Toui-illi  Fish  Club  would  send  me  in  ice  a  good 
specimen  of  Salmo  marstonii  I  should  be  extremely 
obliged,  and  will  pay  all  expenses  of  carriage. 
For  years  I  have  been  hearing  about  this  game 
and  lovely  namesake,  and  should  like  one  stuffed 
in  my  fishing  den.  If  I  don't  see  or  catch  S. 
marstonii  before  I  die,  I  shall  begin  to  think  it's 
"  all  my  eye."— R.  B.  M.] 

(From  "  Recreation.") 
New  Species  of  Trout. 
Qaebec,  Jan.  26. — A  new  speeies  of  trout  has  been 
discovered  in  the  Tourilli  Fiah  and  Game  Club's  waters. 
This  trout  runs  up  to  4Jlb.  in  weight,  and  is  the  most 
beautiful  and  gamey  of  the  salmon  family.  A  specimen 
has  been  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  has 
awakened  a  great  deal  of  interest  among  scientists.  It  is 
generally  supposed  to  be  the  rare  and  much  coveted  Salmo 
marstordi. — TJte  Citixen,  Oitawa,  Canada. 

Will  you  give  us  some  information,  in  "  Re- 
creation," as  to  Salmo  marstonii,  mentioned  in 
this  clipping  P  Where  is  that  species  principally 
to  be  found? 

In  the  early  stages  of  spawning,  by  what 
exterior  marks  can  the  female  be  distinguished 
from  the  male  speckled  trout  ?  Has  colour  any- 
thing to  do  in  this  respect  P 

Your  magazine  is  ever  interesting,  and  I  am 
always  awaiting  it  with  anxiety  and  pleasure. 

E.  Edward  Lemieux. 

Dept.  of  Militia,  Ottawa,  Can. 

The  Editor  of  Recreation  says :  "I  referred 
this  inquiry  to  Hon.  George  M.  Bowers,  U.S. 
Fish  Commissioner,  who  replies  thus  : 

'  The  fish  to  which  your  correspondent  ap- 
parently refers  was  described  in  18i)3,  by  Pro- 
foisor  Samuel  Garman,  of  the  Museum  of 
Comparative  Zoology,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  under 
the  uauic  Salmo  vinrstonii,  in  honour  of  Mr.  R.  B. 


Marston,  editor  of  the  London  Fishing  Gazette. 
This  trout  belongs  to  the  group  of  salmonoids 
known  in  Europe  as  charrs  or  saiblings,  repre- 
sented in  America  by  a  number  of  species  and 
varieties,  most  of  which  inhabit  Arctic  regions. 
Later  authors  have  consequently  assigned 
Marston's  trout  to  the  genus  Salvelinus,  of 
which  our  brook  trout  (S.  fontinalis)  is  the  best 
known  example.  Furthermore,  this  fish  is  closely 
related  to  the  blue-back  trout  of  the  Rangeley 
lakes  (Salvelinun  oquassa)  and  is  by  souie  regarded 
as  a  variety  of  that  species.  Marston's  trout  is 
known  from  Lac  de  Marbre,  Ottawa  County, 
Quebec,  from  which  the  type  came,  and  from 
Decallones  township,  seventy  miles  east  and  forty 
miles  north  of  Montreal.  This  fish  cannot  be 
mistaken  for  the  speckled  or  brook  trout  of 
either  sex,  except  perhaps  during  the  parr  stage. 
It  differs  markedly  in  colour  and  form,  having, 
among  other  distinguishing  features,  a  plain  back, 
a  deeply  forked  tail,  and  thirteen  dorsal  and 
twelve  or  thirteen  anal  rays,  instead  of  the  ten 
and  nine  rays,  respectively,  which  the  brook  trout 
has.' " 


JOHN  BRUNTON,  M.A.,  M.D. 


A  REMINISCENCE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  glad  to  see  the  excellent 
portrait  and  read  the  "  In  Memoriam  "  notice  of 
our  esteemed  friend.  During  the  past  six  months 
he  visited  Deal  several  times,  and  joined  the 
B.S.A.S.  and  the  Greshamites  in  fishing  from 
boats,  with  good  success,  and  sometimes  from  the 
pier.  On  one  occasion,  being  fortunately  provided 
with  a  single-barrelled  pistol,  he  shot  one  of  a 
passing  school  of  porpoises,  which  bounded  out  of 
the  water,  showing  that  the  bullet  had  taken  effect. 
The  porpoise  was  afterwards  picked  up  dead,  so  I 
was  told,  on  the  beach  near  the  ruins  of  Sandown 
Castle.  Dr.  Brunton  was  always  considered  one 
of  the  most  skilful  trout  and  grayling  fishers  of 
the  present  day  ;  he  never  used  a  landing  net  for 
trout,  but  always  landed  them  by  hand.  Trophies 
of  his  skill  are  shown  in  cases  which  ornament 
the  walls  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society's 
club-room,  grayling  being  most  conspicuous. 
I  remember  well  the  year  he  acted  as  delegate 
for  the  Piscatorial  Society  at  the  annual 
Loch  Leven  trout  competition  (the  society 
annually  providing  three  guineas  towards 
individual  expenses)  and  winning  the  first  pi-ize, 
and  his  showing  the  members  twelve  Scotch  £1 
notes  as  the  result.  He  also  produced  a  chart  of 
the  loch,  drawn  by  himself,  pointing  out  the  place 
where  he  captured  his  trout,  his  scientific  know- 
ledge and  matured  judgment  being  well  rewai-ded. 
He  had  a  silver  cup  made  for  the  £12.  On  one 
side  was  a  suitable  inscription,  and  on  the  opposite 
a  bunch  of  thistles  most  artistically  engraved. 
The  Brunton  Challenge  Cup,  presented  to  the 
Piscatorial  Society  in  1889,  has  been  won  by 
several  gentlemen.  It  is  for  the  greatest  weight 
of  grayling,  and  must  be  won  three  times  by  a 
member  before  it  becomes  his  property.  Our  late 
friend  read  two  papers  at  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
which  are  bound  with  other  papers  in  vols.  1  and 
2 — "  The  Science  and  Art  of  Spinning,"  in  vol.  1 ; 
"  On  Grayling,"  1882,  in  vol.  2. 

When  here  he  kindly  visited  and  cheered  me 
up  three  evenings.  Once  an  angling  friend  came 
with  him.  We  were  conversing  about  Scotch 
songs,  and,  having  a  large  musical- box  which 
played  Scotch  tunes,  I  set  it  going.  One  Scotch 
reel  tune  so  excited  him  that  he  jumped  up  from 
his  chair,  and  caught  hold  of  me  to  dance  a  reel 
with  him.  Our  friend  sat  enjoying  a  good  laugh 
to  see  us  old  fellows  tripping  it  in  bonnie  style. 
This  showed  his  happy  disposition.  He  finished 
the  evening  at  the  P.S.  dinner  on  March  20  with 
his  usual  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  and  surely  his  genial 
acquaintance  will  ne'er  be  forgotten. 

T.  R.  Sachs.  P.P.S. 


"About  Big  Pike." — This  is  the  title  of  an 
article  in  the  current  number  (April  15)  of 
Harmsworth's  Magazine,  and  is  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston.    It  is  well  illustrated. 


FOKKiQN  Books  anu  Pkiuodioalk. -Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fotlor-lanc,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Koreipn  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fasi 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  week 
Catalogue  gratis 


OLD  ANGLING  BOOKS  FOR  SALE. 


Messrs.  Pickering  and  Chatto,  66,  Hay- 
market,  London,  have  now  ready  a  new  catalogue 
of  second-hand  books,  containing  many  rare  and 
interesting  works  on  angling,  including  two  sets 
of  the  first  five  editions.  For  the  first  set  they 
ask  £675  (the  books  are  all  in  the  original 
bindings) ;  for  the  second  set,  bound  by  Riviere, 
they  ask  £525.  These  editions  were  all  published 
during  the  lifetime  of  Izaak  Walton,  between 
1653  and  1676.  All  lovers  of  angling  books 
should  obtain  this  catalogue. 


"A  LESSER  STAR." 


He  was  a  cadger,  a  prince  among  cadgers. 

Do  not  imagine  for  a  moment  that  there  was 
anything  princely  in  his  appearance ;  in  fact,  by 
his  lack  of  apparel  and  miserable,  unshaven 
countenance,  he  seemed  fitter  for  the  Union  than 
the  palace,  yet  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  noble 
cunning  of  his  ways. 

When  a  schoolboy  I  first  made  his  acquaint- 
ance whilst  fishing  in  some  private  waters,  where, 
1  fear,  I  had  no  more  right  than  had  he.  Hearing 
a  voice  behind  me,  I  started  in  fear  and  trembling, 
sizing  the  stream  rapidly  for  a  jump,  in  case  it 
shoidd  be  the  owner  or  those  in  authority  under 
him.  It  was  the  cadger,  a  little  bow-legged  man, 
bent  of  back  and  grimy  of  visage,  arrayed  in  a 
most  dilapidated  suit  of  corduroy. 

From  beneath  the  shade  of  lus  flapping  straw 
hat  twinkled  a  wicked  pair  of  black  eyes,  which 
would  have  been  beautiful  had  they  not  been 
surrounded  by  blood-shot  whites ;  and  I  well 
remember  the  extra  sparkle  in  them  as  he  cheer- 
fully said  "  No,  Tommy ;  they  ain't  nabbed  yer 
this  time." 

From  his  shoulder  he  swung  a  large  coarse 
calico  bag  and  a  bundle  of  sticks,  whilst  the  other 
arm  lowered  what  seemed  to  be  a  large  flsh- 
kettle ;  then,  fitting  together  various  lengths 
of  the  sticks,  he  took  a  line  from  his  pocket, 
baited  with  a  bloodworm,  and  started  work  in 
my  swim. 

With  boyish  admiration  I  watched  him  transfer 
gudgeon  by  the  dozen  from  the  stream  to  the 
large  can,  and  between  each  capture  he  kept  up  a 
running  fire  of  sage  remarks. 

"  Gudgins,  Tommy !  Lor,  I  beleive  yer ; 
'undreds  on  'em !  These  'ere — tho'  they  aint 
hextry  big,  '11  fetch  a  brown  apiece,  that  is,  o" 
course,  wiv  proper  'andling.  Gudgins  (come  up, 
yer  varmint  I),  as  I  was  agoin'  to  say,  don't  grow 
so  wery  fast;  these  'ere  aint  no  less  than  a 
'undred  years  ole  apiece !  You  wem't  thought  of 
then.  Tommy,  no  more  wern't  I,  tho'  the  beak  did 
say  as  'ow  'e  cam't  rightly  'collect  when  I  fust 
made  my  bow,  an'  'e's  an  old  fossil  if  hever  there 
was.  '  Bloodwum  Bill,  I  am,'  sez  I.  '  Do  yer 
washup  want  heny  wums  P  cos,  if  so,  my  bag's  in 
the  p'iice's  'ands,  an'  they'll  arl  die  o'  grief  if  their 
marster's  sent  to  do  '  'ard.'j 

"  '  What  do  the  prisoner  mean  ? '  arsts  the  beak. 
'  What  is  bloodwums  ?  ' 

"  Jest  fancy  a  man  not  knowin'  wot  bloodwums 
are  1  'E  might  a  bin  born  an'  bred  down  a  coal 
mine  I  I  carnt  read,  nor  no  more  write,  but  I'd  be 
bloomin'  'shamed  o'  meself  if  I  didn't  know  wol 
bloodwums  wos. 

"  'Ere,  Tommy  1  See  that  there  bit  o'  lily 
root  P  Hook  it  hup.  So !  there's  a  good  boy 
Now,  d'ye  know  wot  that  there  bit  o'  root's  for  P  Well 
I  knows  a  sight  o'  ole  wimmen  wot  buys  fish  orf 
o'  me,  an'  keeps  'em  in  ole  glarst  jars  an'  sich 
like ;  so  periodical  I  calls  on  'em,  and  sez,  sez  I, 
'  Them  there  fish  o"  yourn  '11  die  if  they  ain't  given 
some  Umpa  Dorum.' 

"  '  Wot's  Umpa  Dorum  P '  sez  they. 

" '  Ah,  mum,  you're  a  arsting  questions ! ' 
sez  I,  '  but  it's  hard  to  git  now,  an'  a  shillin' 
a  root's  mighty  cheap  for  Umpa  Dorum  nowa- 
days.' 

"  This  'ere  lily  root  is  Umpa  Dorum,  Tommy. 
Blow  the  connection,  as  the  man  sez  to  the  rope 
when  they  'ung  'im.    Come  hup. 

"  Now,  some  people  sez  as  'ow  you  must  'ave  a 
'spensive  rod  fur  fishin'.  This  'ere  rod  o'  mine 
ain't  'spensive ;  don't  look  it,  anyhow ;  came  near 
bein'  mighty  so,  though. 

"  Top  jints  a  wilier  switch  ;  next  'un's  a  sweep's 
rod  I  picked  hup  outside  'is  door  when  'e  wernt 
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lookin' ;  if  'e  had  bin,  this  yere  rod  'ud  'ave  corst 
me  seven  days  !  Bottom  jints  a  broom  'andle, 
an'  the  'ole  lot  corst  nopence  farthin'. 

'•  'Ere's  a  eel  I  Bother  eels,  sez  I,  as  a  general 
rule,  but  jest  now  I've  got  a  ole  gal  wot  bleives  in 
eels.  I  buys  'em  down  town,  an'  takes  'em  to  'er 
kivered  wiv  weeds  an'  slime,  and  she  pays  a  hextry 
bob  for  'em  cos  she  knows  the  difference,  sez  she, 
'tween  stale  an'  fresh  'uns  !  This  'ere's  the  fust 
fresh  eel  she  will  'ave  tasted  fur  munths,  an'  we'el 
put  up  the  price  accordin'. 

"  Now,  Tommy,  'ere's  a  bloomin'  dawg  a-comin', 
so  I'll  be  orf  !  Tou  ain't  got  the  price  of  a  drink 
on  yer,  'ave  yer  P  No.  Well  that's  a  good  job, 
cos  I  never  likes  a'leavin'  my  young  friends  wivout 
coin  passing.  By  bye  !  Olive  oil,  as  the  French- 
men say." 

And  Bloodworm  Bill  made  off  upstream  to  a 
fording  he  evidently  knew ;  whilst  I  shinned  up  a 
tree  until  the  "  dawg  "  might  return  home. 

When  in  funds  Bill  was  also  in  drink,  and 
his  appearance  at  the  local  bench  was  fairly 
regular. 

On  being  ushered  before  his  old  friend  "  the 
Beak,"  BiU  would  familiarly  bid  him  good  day, 
remark  on  the  weather,  and  the  state  of  the  rivers, 
until  ordered  to  desist. 

Then  such  a  dialogue  as  the  following  would 
ensue : 

The  "Beak":  "What  have  you  to  say  for 
yourself  ?  " 

BiU :  "  I'm  uncommon  modest,  yer  honour, 
an'  was  always  taught  ter  let  others  speak  for 
me." 

"  Then  you  admit  being  intoxicated." 

"  No,  yer  honor,  I  don't  admit  nothing ;  mine's 
a  wet  business." 

"  Why  not  leave  it  for  something  more 
honest  ?  " 

"  I'm  a  straightforrard  man  enough,  my  lord, 
if  only  them  coppers  'ud  let  me  alone  (insinu- 
atingly). Now  yer  honor,  let  me  sell  you  a  few 
beautiful  wums  ?  " 

"  Five  shillings  or  " 

"  Take  it  in  wums  !  " 

"  Seven  days." 

"Would  yer  ludship  kindly  direct  them  blue 
Ixjttles  ter  give  the  gudgin  fresh  water  twice  a 
day,  an  " 

Here  Bill  is  forcibly  removed. 

I  was  once  present  when  his  enemies,  the 
police,  made  an  inventory  of  the  contents  of 
his  parcels.  They  comprised  half  a  peck  of 
manure  and  myriads  of  bloodworms,  seven 
pheasant's  eggs,  a  fowl  (deceased),  a  noosed 
rabbit  (also  deceased),  two  dozen  gudgeon,  and 
a  bottle  of  whiskey !  Not  a  bad  day's  work  for 
a  cadger  I 

His  antipathy  to  eels  was  justified.  Poor 
fellow  1  he  was  missing  for  a  week,  and  then  a 
ploughboy  found  his  old  bag  in  the  river.  Sub- 
sequent search  discovered  a  portion  of  him,  the 
remainder  still  glides  about  the  sunken  tree 
trunks  and  the  mud ;  and  I  never  see  an  eel  in 
the  old  stream  without  pondering  as  to  whether 
in  it  are  incorporated  the  mortal  remains  of 
Bloodworm  Bill,  the  Cadger.  Kryptos. 


RE-STOCKING  POSSIBILITIES. 


"  You'll  never  miss  the  water  till  the  well  runs 
dry,"  says  the  good  old  refrain,  and  the  moral 
follows,  as  a  natural  sequence,  that  it  is  then  too 
late  to  look  for  a  drink.  Hitherto  the  idea  of 
re-stocking  our  northern  Scottish  trout  streams 
has  never  seriously  been  contemplated.  Certainly 
in  the  south  of  Scotland,  and  about  the  Loch- 
leven  country,  re-stocking  is  nothing  new;  but 
beyond  an  occasional  experiment  in  private  ponds 
and  such  like  quarters,  artificial  propagation  and 
the  like  has  been  entirely  confined  to  Salmo  salar 
and  Salmo  trutta,  while  fario  has  Vjeen  left  to 
multiply  and  replenish  his  haunts  as  best  he  could, 
and  in  any  haphazard  fashion  that  came  the  way. 
So  prolific  were  the  streams  and  bums  north  of 
the  Border,  and  the  farther  north  the  more  so, 
that  an  inexhaustible  stock  of  fish  met  the  angler 
at  every  turn.  This  was  the  case  some  twenty 
years  ago,  not  to  go  further  back  ;  but  what  has 
happened  since  then  ? 

The  early  spring  salmon  angler  had  not  then 
>jegan  to  spin  the  minnow  and  gudgeon  over  the 
tail  ends  of  the  salmon  pools,  wliere  the  brown 
trout  love  to  take  up  their  winter  quarters.  Since 


minnow  spinning  for  salmon  began  trout  of  a 
large  size  have  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence, 
where  formerly  they  were  met  with  in  fairly  large 
numbers.  Now  they  are  not  there  to  slay.  The 
salmon  angler  was  not  looking  for  them  certainly, 
but  his  minnow  was,  and  is,  just  such  a  tempting 
morsel  as  they  were  eagerly  on  the  look-out  for  in 
their  lanky  winter  condition,  and  which  they  came 
at  with  avidity,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  fisher- 
man on  the  bank,  who,  with  a  curse  at  the 
unwelcome  interruption,  and  disappointment  at 
the  wretched  condition  of  his  nicely  trimmed 
minnow,  now  chewed  and  broken,  pitched  the 
unlucky  offender — a  21b.  or  31b.  fario — high  up 
the  bank,  to  fester  and  rot  in  the  broiling  sun. 
We  have  stood  by  and  seen  it  done  times  without 
number,  and  later  on,  in  the  summer  months, 
when  searching  the  streams  for  the  big  fish  that 
were  not  there,  could  then  easily  account  for  the 
deteriorating  size  of  the  fish  once  so  common,  and 
now  rarely  met  with  beyond  lOoz.  or  12oz.  in 
weight.  To  the  salmon  angler  it  was  nothing. 
In  fact,  there  are  many  who  hold  the  opinion  that 
the  less  trout  there  are  in  a  salmon  river  the 
better.  Probably  they  have  the  very  strong 
argument  on  their  side  that  trout  live  on  salmon 
ova  and  paiT,  not  disdaining  a  goodly-sized  smolt 
when  it  comes  its  way.  This  is  all  quite  true. 
On  one  occasion  we  took  from  the  gullet  of  a  21b. 
fario  no  less  than  six  salmon  parr,  all  more  or  less 
decomposed,  from  the  last  freshly  taken  one  not 
yet  fully  gorged  to  the  skeleton  of  the  first,  pro- 
bably in  its  stomach  for  over  an  hour.  Six  4in. 
salmon  parr  per  hour  is  a  costly  tribute  to 
pay  for  fario's  presence  in  a  salmon  stream. 
We  feel  that  we  are  giving  away  the  case 
for  the  trout  in  so  damaging  an  indict- 
ment, and  that  our  salmon  streams  would  be 
better  without  it.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is 
the  balance  of  nature  to  be  considered,  and  which 
no  theory  can  be  complete  without  considering, 
and  which  science  can  hardly  explain.  The  trout 
live  on  other  foods  besides  salmon  ova  and  parr. 
They  have  not  always  a  diet  of  ova  and  pan*  to 
live  upon ;  and,  no  doubt,  though  their  presence 
in  a  salmon  stream  may  not  be  an  unmixed 
blessing,  nevertheless  Nature  has  a  set  and 
definite  beneficial  purpose  in  view,  although  it 
may  not  be  obvious  at  first  sight.  The  plague  of 
mice  in  the  south  of  Scotland,  and  such  like 
plagues,  when  they  crop  up  are  undoubtedly 
object-lessons  of  an  emphatic  and  telling  order  to 
conserve  the  balance  of  nature,  lest  a  worse  thing 
comes.  Again,  fario  is  always  with  us.  The 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  pay  our  pools  a  flying 
visit,  and  should  £he  weather  be  too  hot  or  the 
water  too  small  they  will  hide  in  the  deepest 
shadows,  and  scarcely  deign  to  indicate  by  the 
slightest  sign  the  nearness  of  their  royal  presence. 
The  angler  may  whip  the  pools  with  all  his  might 
and  main  and  practised  skill  from  morn  to  dewy 
eve,  and  yet  return  home  with  an  empty  creel  and 
a  desponding  heart.  But  under  such  conditions 
let  him  think  of  fario  in  the  necks  of  the  pools 
and  in  the  thickest  of  the  current,  or  even  out 
upon  the  shallows,  and  with  a  worm,  a  small 
phantom,  or  a  parr  tail,  when  the  gossamer  gut  and 
invisible  gnat  is  no  avail,  and  he  will  not  be 
turned  away  empty.  To  get  an  hour  or  two's 
good  trout  angling  in  the  height  of  a  July  or 
August  day,  with  the  prospect  of  creeling  a  few 
big  fish  scaling  lib.,  21b.,  31b.,  and  even  41b.,  is 
worth,  per  se,  a  considerable  tribute  in  salmon 
parr. 

Re-stocking  by  artificial  propagation  should  be 
resorted  to  where  there  is  much  spinning  for 
early  spring  salmon  practised. 

The  poacher  we  have  always  with  us.  When 
the  waters  are  small  and  clean,  when  bigger  game 
is  not  on  hand,  then  he  falls  foul  of  the  trout,  and 
scoops  them  out  wholesale.  There  are  two  classes 
of  poachers — the  amateur  and  professional.  The 
amateur  is  not  of  much  account.  He  may  use  ;in 
illegal  lure,  but  as  long  as  he  sticks  to  rod  and 
line  his  depredations  do  not  amount  to  much,  and 
the  keepers  and  watchers  ai-e  quite  able  to  take 
care  of  their  preserves  as  far  as  he  is  concerned. 
But  the  professional  poacher  is  quite  a  different 
sort.  He  has  been  steadily  coming  to  the  front 
in  the  north  in  recent  years.  For  some  time  back 
he  has  been  devoting  his  attention  to  finnock  and 
brown  trout  in  their  respective  seasons,  and 
adding  them  to  his  bag,  in  addition  to  the  salmon 
and  sea  trout  which  seem  to  have  been  all  his  prey 
heretofore.    The  trout  are  poked  from  under  the 


banks,  herded  into  a  deepish  pool  where  the 
bottom  is  free  of  boulders  and  where  there  is  no 
escape,  and  then  literally  scooped  out.  No  stream 
or  bum,  even  where  a  few  A-pounders  can  be 
"  copped,"  i.s  safe  from  the  jjoacher's  ken. 
Neither  is  distance  any  obstacle  to  him  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  nefarious  calling,  and 
he  will  travel  fifty  and  sixty  miles  per  rail 
to  establish  himself  if  there  is  any  chance  of 
making  lean  the  country  round  about,  sending  off 
his  ill-gotten  "  takes "  by  rail  with  a  barefaced 
shamelessness  and  bravado  as  if  he  were  a 
sportsman  born,  and  despatching  his  parcels  to 
his  friends.  Nor  is  he  wanting  in  his  creature 
comforts.  When  in  a  fresh  bit  of  counti-y,  and 
the  field  tolerably  open,  he  can  make  a  goodly 
thing  of  it,  and  live,  if  not  like  a  prince,  at  least 
like  a  "fighting  cock"  in  good  form.  The  other 
day  a  colony — two  men  and  two  women — was 
unearthed  on  the  banks  of  a  northern  famous 
finnock  and  brown  trout  stream  of  this  descrip- 
tion. For  three  weeks  or  so  the  rendezvous  had 
been  watched  night  and  day  in  order  to  secure  a 
capture,  but  every  time  the  two  men,  either  pro- 
ceeding singly  or  together,  were  set  upon  nothing 
of  an  incriminating  nature  was  found  upon  them, 
nothing  more  damaging  than  a  bit  of  fishing  line. 
The  "  colony  "  had  built  for  itself  a  castle  in  the 
shape  of  a  turf  hut,  in  which  a  very  snug  lodge- 
ment was  nightly  found.  A  search  warrant  was 
found,  and  a  raid  duly  made  on  the  stronghold, 
which  was  easily  carried,  for  there  was  practically 
no  resistance  offered  ;  but,  to  the  chagiin  of  the 
head  bailiff  and  his  assistants,  not  even  an  inch 
of  a  net  could  be  pounced  upon.  There  was 
abundant  evidences  of  the  regal  style  in  which 
the  quartet  lived  in  the  shape  of  empty  meat 
cans,  empty  fruit  cans,  empty  bottles  (de^id  men), 
and  even  a  "  greybeard  '  of  the  capacity  of  two 
or  three  gallons  with  a  suspicious  smell  i.bDut  it, 
although  it  was  given  out  that  it  was  for  carrying 
water. 

There  was  no  visible  means  of  subsihtence,  no 
hawking,  no  trade  of  any  kind,  no  begging  even, 
and  yet  they  had  been  living  on  after  this  style 
since  the  early  days  of  the  season.  To  cut  a  long 
story  short,  the  inspector  to  the  district  fishery 
board  solved  the  mystery,  although  he  was  unable 
to  trap  the  birds  before  they  had  flown.  The 
two  men  poachers  were  merely  "  decoy  clucks." 
The  women  did  the  poaching,  and  while  the  three 
watchers  were  busily  engaged  stalking  the 
"  decoys  "  about  a  mUe  from  camp,  the  two  women 
netted  the  pool,  which  was  replenished  with  every 
tide  with  fresh  run  finnock,  and  then  dispatched 
the  spoil  from  the  local  post  oSice  per  parcel  post 
or  otherwise  This  game  was  carried  on  right 
under  the  noses  of  the  bailiffs  for  three  weeks. 
When  the  women  were  scented  they  threw  up  the 
sponge  and  decamped,  leaving  their  net  behind 
them  in  the|tideway,  and  a  supply  of  light  packing 
cases  at  the  local  station,  which  still  lie  there  un- 
claimed. 

Thus,  '•  far  from  the  madding  crowd,"  these 
experts  find  a  resting  place,  and  ply  their  ti-ade. 
It  is  finnock  just  now ;  later  on  and  further  up 
the  country  the  brown  trout  will  engage  then- 
attention,  and,  attended  by  their  lady  friends, 
there  will  be  a  descent  made  in  due  season,  when 
the  fish  are  more  marketable  and  command  higher 
prices. 

A  federation  of  the  leading  fishmongers  through- 
out the  kingdom,  and  a  firm  determination  on 
their  part  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  poached 
fish,  and  to  expose  those  in  the  trade  who  do,  if  it 
does  not  effectually  shut  the  door,  will  at  least 
reduce  the  poacher's  market  to  the  smallest 
possible  dimensions,  and  be  most  gratefully  wel- 
comed, by  all  who  have  the  interests  of  our 
fisheries  at  heart,  as  a  magnanimous  and  noble 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  worthy  of  all 
praise. 

But  the  inroads  of  the  poaching  fraternity  will 
need  to  be  made  good.  Of  course,  the  stock 
will  'assuredly  increase  of  its  own  accord  if  left 
alone,  but  there  are  miles  and  miles  of  excellent 
trouting  waters  on  almost  every  stream  where  re- 
stocking is  not  only  a  possibility  but  an  absolute 
necessity.  It  would  take  a  series  of  years  before 
it  can  redeem  its  former  prestige  by  itself,  and 
yield  a  respectable  basket  of  goodly  sized  fish, 
which  the  necessities  of  the  age  cannot  brook,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  constant  demands  for  current 
sport,  so  that  the  subject  of  re-stocking  is  not  a 
matter  of  may,  but  must  be  done.  G.  M. 
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THE  OPENING  OF  THE  REASON 
ON  LAKE  VYRNWY. 


How  anxiously,  after  a  long  winter,  does  the 
angler  await  the  let  of  March.  Only  a  few 
waters  are  open  on  that  date,  and  one  of  the  best 
of  these  is  Lake  Yyrnwy.  The  advantages  are 
so  many,  and  the  drawbacks  so  few.  Plenty  of 
trout,  unrivalled  scenery,  fine  bracing  air,  obliging 
and  capable  gillies,  the  nicest  and  most  homelike 
little  hotel  in  the  three  kingdoms,  and,  as  a  rule, 
the  pleasantest  and  most  sporting  lot  of  visitors 
that  one  can  imagine.  As  I  have  said,  the  draw- 
backs are  few.  Perhaps,  so  early  in  the  year, 
some  of  the  trout  are  out  of  condition — well,  this 
may  be  so,  but  many  of  them  are  quite  the  reverse, 
and  the  explanation  is  not  far  to  seek.  When 
the  lake  was  originally  stocked,  many  varieties  of 
trout  were  introduced.  Some  of  these  became 
rapidly  acclimatised,  and  have  done  well  ever 


the  hotel  after  ten  miles  of  posting  through  the 
Arctic  regions.  The  cold  was  awful,  but  we  were 
soon  chatting  away  merrily  with  Miss  Davies,  in 
front  of  a  huge  bank  of  red  hot  coals,  and,  of 
course,  taking  our  toddy  under  the  Doctor's 
orders.  How  delightful  to  gaze  once  more  upon 
the  dear  old  lake,  even  through  a  snowstorm. 
How  pleasant  to  recall  experiences  of  years 
before,  and  to  yarn  away  before  that  superb  fire, 
until  the  fish  we  had  caught  in  the  past  seemed 
to  somehow  or  other  get  a  leetle  larger,  and  their 
numbers  to  insensibly  increase.  The  Doctor  was 
more  or  less  of  a  novice,  and  styled  himself  "  The 
Entered  Apprentice."  To  me  he  accorded  the 
august  title  of  "  The  Past  Master."  He  was  as 
keen  as  possible  on  fishing,  and  we  had  barely 
disposed  of  our  luncheon  before  he  was  asking  me 
to  make  him  up  a  cast.  In  ten  minutes  more  we 
were  ofE,  attended  by  the  faithful  Simeon,  who 
shook  his  head  mournfully  as  he  broke  the  ice 
with  the  oar  before  we  could  get  out  of  the  boat- 


spite  of  the  bitter  weather,  we  soon  found  out 
that  the  trout  were  inclined  to  feed.  Presently 
the  Doctor  had  a  quick,  splashing  rise,  and,  not 
seeing  it  at  the  moment,  Simeon  yelled  out, 
"  There  he  is ! "  This  so  startled  the  Doctor  that 
he  struck  for  all  he  was  worth,  and  had  the  fly 
been  fast  in  the  fish  something  must  have  gone. 
As  it  was,  no  harm  was  done ;  and  the  trout 
scuttled  off  with  nothing  worse  than  a  severe 
fright.  I  now  began  to  get  some  nice  fish,  one 
(a  pretty  trout  of  lib.  4oz.)  giving  me  some  real 
good  sport.  The  Doctor,  too,  killed  three  fish, 
and  was  mightily  pleased  thereat.  Not  being 
frightened  by  Simeon's  stentorian  "  There  he  is  !  " 
the  fish  were  quietly  struck,  and  decorously  lafaded 
in  most  artistic  style.  When  the  shades  of  even- 
ing began  to  fall,  we  reeled  up  as  well  as  our 
frozen  fingers  would  permit,  and  breasted  the 
steep  hill  leading  to  the  hotel. 

How  welcome  was  the  warmth  and  brightness, 
after  the  biting  wind;  how  welcome  also  was 


Lakk  Vvknwy  Hotel. 


A  Rough  Day  on  Lake  Vyrnwy. 


A  Smooth  Bve.mnu  on  Lake  Vvrnwy. 


since,  others,  evidently  unsuited  to  the  water, 
have  deteriorated,  and  will  ultimately  die  out. 
This,  at  least,  is  my  theory,  and  when  I  take  one 
of  these  eels,  or  "  telegraph  posts  "  (as  a  Liverpool 
fisherman  called  them),  I  usually  knock  the  fish 
on  the  head  instead  of  returning  him  to  the  water, 
as  these  fioh  are  certainly  better  out  of  the  lake 
than  in  it.  There  are  thousands  of  good  trout  to 
be  had,  however,  and  it  is  a  significant  fact  that 
on  a  good  day,  when  the  fish  are  taking,  we  rarely 
get  a  bad  fish  in  the  whole  day's  catch.  On  the 
contrary,  when  there  is  no  rise  on,  and  the  fishing 
is  bad,  we  kill  a  few  of  these  thin  fish.  I  can 
only  say  that  in  March  last  year  I  made  a  bag  of 
twenty-three  trout,  weighing  just  on  201b.,  and 
every  one  of  them  in  the  pink  of  condition. 

Perhaps  an  account  of  a  few  days  on  the  lake 
may  be  interesting  to  those  who  have  not  been 
fortunate  enough  to  visit  this  charming  spot. 
We  (my  friend  the  Doctor  and  myself)  ari-ived  at 


bouse  creek.  Previous  experienbe  had  warned  me 
to  clothe  myself  in  Esquimaux  fashion,  so  I 
looked  more  like  one  of  the  guys  that  the  boys 
carry  round  on  the  Fifth  of  November  than 
a  sedate  and  elderly  sportsman  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  I  put  up  three  flies — one  which 
is  christened  Pine's  Fancy,  for  the  tail  fly; 
Teal  and  Olive  for  the  first  dropper,  and  a  small 
Zulu  for  the  second  dropper.  This  cast  I  used 
with  the  greatest  success  during  my  stay ;  and, 
although  I  often  changed  my  flies,  trying  March 
Brown,  Red  and  Teal,  Claret  and  Grouse,  &c.,  I 
always  returned  to  my  first  love.  Here  I  may  say 
that  I  killed  more  than  half  my  fish  on  Pine's 
Fancy,  and  whether  used  as  tail  fly  or  dropper  it 
was  equally  good.  I  left  a  pattern  of  this  fly  with 
Miss  Davies,  who  signified  her  intention  of  getting 
some  tied  for  the  use  of  coming  visitors.  As  we 
had  not  much  time  to  fish,  we  started  the  shallow 
shore  immediately  in  front  of  the  hotel,  and,  in 


the  cheery  voice  suggesting  just  a  suspicion  of 
bitters  before  dinner.  Our  fish  were  weighed 
and  exhibited  in  dishes,  thirteen  trout,  91b.  in  ■ 
weight.  Not  bad  for  such  weather,  and  in  so 
short  a  time.  Soon  afterwards  we  were  joined  by 
a  third  belated  fisherman,  who  had  toiled  all 
day  for  five  fish,  but  who  came  up  smiling, 
and,  in  spite  of  his  avowed  teetotal  principles, 
took  very  kindly  to  whiskey  toddy  with  his 
dinner,  notably  doing  this  "for  his  health's 
sake." 

After  dinner,  fly-books  were  unearthed,  and  a 
most  learned  discussion  upon  the  merits  of  the 
various  flies  was  eagerly  carried  on.  Casts  were 
made  up  for  the  morrow,  and  the  usual  fishing 
stories  were  freely  indulged  in,  the  authenticity  of 
which  could  not  be  doubted.  The  latest  arrival 
told  us  a  weird  experience  he  had  of  the  enormous 
rise  of  the  Black  Gnat.  This  gentleman  was  so 
impressive  in  his  manner,  that  we  placed  the  most 
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implicit  faith  in  his  statements.  He  told  us  that 
the  Black  Gnat  came  up  in  such  huge  quantities 
that  the  lake  had  a  margin  of  these  dead  and 
dying  insects  all  round  the  edge  of  several  yards ; 
that  they  covered  the  roadway  across  the  dam  to 
such  a  depth  that  navvies  were  employed  to  cart 
them  away  with  spades  and  barrows ;  and  that 
the  effluvia  was  so  injurious  to  health  that  the 
place  was  avoided  as  a  plague  spot. 

The  Doctor  merely  remarked  that  he  quite 
believed  it.  and  proceeded  to  tell  us  how  he  had 
once  caught  two  fish  simultaneously  on  the  same 
fly,  when  the  bedroom  candles  were  brought  in. 

Up  with  the  lark  in  the  morning,  breakfast  (and 
such  a  breakfast)  disposed  of,  and  we  were  ofil:  to 
the  boathouse.  Not  quite  so  cold,  but  still  a  good 
stiff  nor'- westerly  breeze  with  a  bit  of  a  sting  in 
it.  Now  this  was  a  special  occasion;  I  had  come 
into  my  jubilee,  and  it  was  my  birthday.  Simeon 
was  anxious  to  bring  home  the  best  bag,  and  we 
determined  to  row  up  to  the  end  of  the  lake,  and 
fish  home.  Away  we  went,  struggling  gamely 
against  the  wind,  and  after  an  hour's  hard 
work  we  found  ourselves  in  the  little  bay,  yclept 
Eunant.  For  an  hour  we  fished  every  inch  of 
the  shore  without  result,  when  all  in  a  moment 
the  trout  "  came  up  I  " 

There  was  a  great  rise,  though  what  the  fish 


real  music  hall  fashion,  although  the  tones 
thereof  were  rather  tinny. 

"  And  80  to  bed  "  (as  Pepys  hath  it),  with  no 
premonition  of  a  head  in  the  morning.  Retribu- 
tion, however,  was  lurking  in  the  background, 
and  a  gigantic  thirst  was  manifest  about  eleven 
o'clock  the  next  day.  Altogether  I  killed  iHi) 
trout  in  eighteen  days,  and  this  ia  the  most 
wintry  weather,  and  with  no  fly  up  at  all.  Surely 
this  is  good  enough  early  in  the  season,  and, 
combined  with  all  the  charming  accessories  of  the 
lake,  is  tempting  enough  to  lure  anyone  away 
from  the  strife  and  turmoil  of  the  world  to  the 
peaceful  and  beautiful  shores  of  Lake  Vyrnwy. 

Quill  Gnat. 


MID  TAW  TROUT  FISHERY. 


The  proprietors  of  The  Fox  and  Hounds  Hotel 
forward  us  the  following  particulars  relative  to 
the  above  fishery ; 

"Five  hours  from  Waterloo,  direct,  without 
change.  Best  months  for  trout — March,  April, 
and  May.  No  trout  taken  under  Sin. ;  fly  only 
until  end  of  April ;  average  weight,  }lh.  Hotel 
stands  close  to  river,  and  you  can  fish  six  miles 
up  or  down  stream.     Country  around  thickly 


Fox  Axo  Hounds  Hotel,  Egge.sdon.  N.  Devon 


were  rising  at  I  could  not  make  out.  Pine's 
Fancy,  however,  did  the  trick,  and  for  an  hour  I 
had  grand  sport,  fish  after  fish  coming  to  net,  but 
none  of  them  very  large.  By  lunch  time  I  had 
creeled  twenty-three  beauties,  and  then  the  rise 
seemed  over.  After  luncheon  the  wind  fell,  and, 
although  I  used  smaller  flies,  I  could  not  get  a 
fish.  About  four  o'clock,  however,  the  breeze 
freshened,  and  I  took  fourteen  more  trout 
before  the  failing  light  warned  me  to  make  for 
home.  Thirty-seven  fish  is  a  good  take  for  any 
water,  but  I  began  to  feel  anxious  as  to  whether 
my  friend  of  last  night  had  beaten  me.  I  had 
returned  ten  trout  to  the  water,  and  so  was  left 
with  a  balance  of  twenty-seven ;  but,  as  it  proved 
afterwards,  I  easily  headed  the  bag,  and  so  came 
out  first  on  my  Vjirthday,  which  was  only  right 
and  proper  under  the  circumstances. 

What  an  evening  we  had !  The  table  was 
decorated  in  my  honour,  and  a  most  marvellous 
cake,  covered  with  fishing  mottoes,  graced  the 
board.  The  harpist  (Ernest  Roberts)  harped 
divinely  in  the  hall,  and  a  peep  through  the 
dining  room  door  revealed  the  fact  that  the  maids 
and  gillies  were  dancing  merrily  to  the  fascinating 
strains.  After  this  a  gentleman  of  great  accom- 
plishments gave  us  a  weird  show  on  the  gramo- 
phone, and  the  familiar  air  of  ."  Her  golden  hair 
wa«  hanging  down  her  back  "  was  reproduced  in 


wooded,  and  any  amount  of  bird  life ;  very  little 
population.  Three  flies  will  take  fish  throughout 
the  season,  viz.,  Blue  Upright,  Rusty  Red,  and 
Rusty  Blue.  Hotel  water  was  re-stocked  three 
years  ago  with  1000  yearlings  from  the  Brunton 
Fishery,  and  are  now  giving  splendid  results. 
Peal  run  up  to  this  part  of  river  during  wet 
seasons ;  best  months  August  and  September. 
Good  train  service  ;  and  Barnstaple,  Ilfracombe, 
Lynton,  and  Lynmouth,  also  Bideford,  Torring- 
ton,  Westward  Ho,  and  Clovelly  may  be  visited 
duiing  the  day,  the  New  Tor  Railway  from  Barn- 
staple to  Lynton  passing  through  lovely  country, 
giving  a  day's  outing  that  would  be  difiicult  to 
surpass.  From  middle  of  April  Mr.  Cheriton's 
otter  hounds  hunt  two  days  a  week,  and  good 
sport  is  the  rule.  The  Taw  trout  are  short,  deep 
fish,  and,  when  in  condition,  fight  like  sea  trout. 
This  season  has  opened  well ;  in  spite  of  the  keen 
frosts  and  east  winds  good  baskets  have  been 
made." 


ON  AND  OFF. 


No  matter  what  river  an  angler  is  going  to  fish 
in,  I  think  he  who  takes  three  or  four  different 
baits  will  stand  a  better  chance  of  obtaining 
sport  than  he  who  takes  only  one. 


If  fish  are  dead  off  the  feed  one  bait  is  no  better 
than  another,  but  there  can  be  no  question  that 
fish  will  sometimes  refuse  to  take  a  bait  on  one 
occasion  that  they  will  take  with  avidity  on 
another ;  and  if  the  angler  happens  to  be  without 
this  special  lure,  so  much  in  request  on  such 
occasions,  a  blank  is  almost  certain  to  be  the 
result,  and  the  most  clever  and  experienced 
angler  may  be  as  much  at  a  loss  to  explain  why 
the  fish  refuse  to  bite  as  the  veriest  tyro.  There- 
fore, I  think,  so  far  as  some  rivers  are  concerned, 
it  is  rather  foolish  to  confine  oneself  to  one 
particular  bait  for  any  period  or  style  of  fishing, 
for  something  in  the  condition  of  the  water, 
atmosphere,  or  even  in  the  fish  one  desires  to 
catch,  for  anything  the  angler  knows  (they  may 
be  queer),  may,  for  the  time  being,  prevent  them 
from  feeding  ;  whilst,  on  other  occasions,  it  goes 
without  saying  that  both  barbel  and  perch  will 
prefer  gentles  to  worm ;  chub,  gi-eaves  to  pith,  and 
minnows  to  either ;  roach,  blood  worms  to  cubes  of 
bread ;  and  bi'eam,  brandling  to  marsh  worms. 
This  is  my  experience.  On  a  similar  day,  and  at  a 
similar  period,  all  this  may  be  reversed;  and  it  is  just 
possible  that,  if  one  only  took  one  sort  of  bait  on 
these  occasions,  that  bait  would  be  certain  to  be 
the  wrong  one,  and  not  a  fish  would  be  taken.  If 
an  angler  finds  that  it  is  impossible  to  catch  only 
a  few  fish  by  using  in  the  most  careful  and  clever 
manner  three  or  four  sorts  of  the  most  successful 
baits,  how  can  the  novice  expect  to  obtain  sport 
by  using  only  one  bait  in  any  river  he  may  visit 
haphazard  The  fact  is,  the  excessive  use  of  any 
particular  bait  trains  the  fish  to  expect  that  bait ; 
and  in  the  use  of  white  bread  paste  in  the  Lea, 
for  instance,  fish  are  constantly  missed  by  a  great 
number  of  anglers,  and  the  flavour  of  it  is  always 
in  their  mouths.  I  also  have  an  idea  that  the 
ground-bait  employed  increases  the  longing  for 
this  special  hook-bait ;  and  thus  it  happens  that 
roach  can  often  be  caught  with  white  bread  paste 
in  the  Lea  more  successfully  than  with  any  other 
bait. 

But  with  respect  to  certain  baits  for  roach,  say, 
in  the  Trent,  this  is  what  an  old  observant  and 
successful  Trent  angler  once  said :  "  We  com- 
mence to  fish  for  roach  about  the  beginning  of 
J aly  with  gentles,  and  although  there  is  a  great 
variety  of  baits  used  for  the  capture  of  this  fish, 
this  is  \indoubtedly  the  best  bait  for  this  month. 
All  throughout  August  and  September  creed 
wheat  and  malt  are  the  most  killing  baits  if  the 
water  be  clear.  Next  comes  white  bread  paste, 
which  may  be  used  with  more  or  less  success  all 
through  the  winter ;  but,  taking  one  occasion  with 
another,  the  best  bait  in  the  winter  months  is  the 
beautiful  bright  cockspur  and  the  tail  end  of  a 
female  lob  for  choice.  The  angler  should  always 
take  both  sorts  with  him,  and  he  should  throw  a 
few  larger  or  coarser  worms,  chopped  up  very 
small,  for  ground-bait,  where  there  is  a  fair 
number  of  fish,  but  he  must  be  very  sparing 
with  it,  as  very  little  food  satisfies  them  in 
winter." 

It  would  be  difiicult  to  convince  a  Lea  angler 
that  stewed  wheat  would  ever  be  so  successful  as 
white  bread  paste.  Whenever  it  has  been  tried  it 
has  signally  failed.  On  the  other  hand,  although 
I  have  taken  splendid  roach  both  in  the  Wiltshire 
Avon  and  the  Trent  with  the  worm,  I  never  saw 
a  Shefiield  angler  fish  with  it  for  roach  either  in 
the  Witham  or  the  drains  adjacent. 

I  do  not  say  that  they  do  not  use  the  worm  for 
taking  roach  in  these  waters,  but  I  have  never 
seen  them ;  pastes  (various),  creed  wheat,  and 
gentles  galore,  but  never  worms. 

I  have  heard  it  stated  that  Lea  anglers  stick 
almost  entirely  to  white  bread  paste.  All  I  can  say 
is,  I  have  been  out  with  a  good  many  Lea  anglers 
fishing  in  various  rivers,  such  as  the  Rother, 
Thames,  Lea,  Wey,  Medway,  and  Arun,  and  I  can 
safely  say  that  they  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  Lea 
anglers  adapt  themselves  to  the  necessities  of  the 
hour  as  much  as  any  anglers  I  know,  or  have 
known ;  work  as  hard,  and  at  the  right  period  I 
have  seen  them  taking  roach  in  the  Thames,  both 
above  and  below  Pangboiu-ne,  and  other  localities, 
with  a  bunch  of  gentles,  employing  their 
pellet  of  carefully  kneaded  gi-ound-bait  on 
the  shank  of  the  hook  in  a  scientific  manner. 
And  what  anglers,  may  I  ask,  are  more  clever  in 
taking  big  bream  in  the  Ariin  on  a  tight  line 
with  wheat,  gentles,  and  worms  ;  or  roach,  even,  in 
his  favourite  river,  with  the  blood  worm  proper, 
in  certain  foul  and  tainted  swims,  in  preference  to 
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any  other  bait,  as  is  only  natural  below  these 
overfalls  ? 

The  fact  is,  some  Lea  anglers  I  know  are  real 
good  all-round  anglers,  and  know  quite  as  much 
of  otter  well-known  styles  as  they  do  of  the  Lea 
style,  and  can  show  as  good  specimen  trout,  pike, 
perch,  chub,  barbel,  bream,  tench,  and  carp  as  one 
need  wish  to  see. 

Lastly,  if  Lea  anglers  could  catch  more  roach 
and  better  roach  with  any  other  bait  than  white 
bread  paste  (say,  a  cube  of  bread,  for  instance), 
depend  upon  it  they  woiild  be  the  first  to  use  it. 

A.  O.  D.  H. 


ANCHOR  FISHING  SOCIETY,  KINGSTON. 

The  fourth  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society 
was  held  at  the  Draid's  Head,  Kingston,  on  Wednesday, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  president  of  the  society,  in  the  chair. 
The  vice-chair  was  ably  tilled  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson, 
who  has  just  recovered  from  an  attack  of  muscular  rheu- 
matism in  the  leg.  Amongst  those  present  were  :  Messrs. 
H.  Pincott  Hill,  F.  Littlewood,  G.  B.  Caton,  F.  H. 
Amphlett,  F.  Lookett,  T.  King,  C.  Wells,  T.  Perdue, 
P.  Collins,  McL.  Collins,  R.  Howse,  J.  Henwood  (hon. 
secretary),  &c. 

The  chairman,  in  proposing  "  The  A  nchor  Fishing 
Society,"  said,  as  their  president  he  did  not  come  amongst 
them  as  much  as  he  ought.  He  had  previously  suggested 
that  they  should  get  someone  who  could  come  amongst 
them  more  often.  Still,  he  was  prond  to  be  their 
president.  _  There  were  forty-four  members,  and  if  they 
pushed  twice  they  would  get  eighty-eight.  There  had 
been  eight  monthly  competitions  and  two  special  ones. 
There  was  £10  in  hand,  and  for  a  small  society  like  that  it 
augured  well  for  the  future.  The  accounts  hid  all  been 
passed  as  read,  and  some  passed  as  blue.  (Laughter.) 
He  hoped  the  society  vsronld  go  on  and  prosper,  and  he 
would  himself  get  one  or  two  honorary  members  for  them. 

Mr.  Henwood  (hon.  sec  ),  in  response,  said  he  would  he 
glad  to  see  the  membership  increased,  as  they  were  shorter 
now  than  at  this  time  last  year.  They  must  work,  and 
get  up  the  membership  again.  Their  loss  had  been  caused 
through  members  leaving  the  town. 

Letters  were  read  from  Mr.  Higgins  and  Mr.  Crumplen, 
regretting  their  absence  ;  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  behalf  of 
the  T.  A.P.S.,  opened  the  box,  which  contained  £1  lis.  9^d. 
and  a  button. 

Mr.  H.  P,  Hill,  in  proposing  "The  President,"  said 
that  he  was  glad  to  be  allowed  to  propose  that  toast.  Mr. 
Howard  was  well  known  in  the  fishing  world,  and  he  was 
not  only  a  friend  of  the  young,  but  the  bosom  friend  of 
anglers  of  older  years.  He  often  went  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  give  any  information  in  his  power  to  all  those 
who  cared  to  ask  him  for  it.  The  importanc?  of 
restocking  and  pre ssrving  their  wate-s,  more  particularly 
the  Thames,  was  daily  growing.  In  fact,  it  had  become  of 
na'ional  importance,  and  he  hoped  befoie  long  there 
would  be  a  Government  grant  to  assist  them  with  hatcheries, 
and  for  the  better  restocking  and  keeping  up  a  good  head 
of  fish  in  the  river.  (Heir,  hear.)  In  fact,  those  who 
took  no  interest  in  fishing  ought  to  see  the  importance  and 
necessity  for  this  work,  for  tne  destruction  of  fry  and  ova 
by  steam  launches  was  enormous.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  in  reply,  said  it  was  a  pleasing  duty 
to  respond  to  the  toast  of  their  president.  Mr.  P.  Hill, 
whom  they  were  proud  to  have  in  the  society,  had  made  a 
very  flattering  speech,  but  he  (Mr.  Howard)  assured  them 
that  when  he  was  elected  their  president  he  suggested 
they  should  get  someone  who  could  be  more  often  amongst 
1h?m.  He  hoped  he  was  a  sportsman  and  an  angler,  and 
that  in  his  capacity  on  the  Fishinr/  Gazette  he  would 
always  assist  to  increase  the  love  for  the  river.  The 
Thames  was  a  fine  river,  and  he  loved  any  scheme  on  the 
board  for  improving  its  stock.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Douglas  (T.A.P.S  )  said  he  was  pleased  represent 
his  society.  They  were  all  doing  all  they  could  for  the 
river,  and  they  had  just  taken  fifty  swans  off  the  river. 
He  had  ISOjdj.  of  wire  netting  to  stake  over  the  perch 
spawn,  and  Mr.  Knight  would  help.  He  was  very  glad  of 
that  assistance.  He  also  thanked  them  for  the  money 
handed  over  to  him  from  the  box. 

Mr.  McL.  Collins  then  proposed  "  The  Prize  Winners," 
and  was  sure  that  in  no  other  club  was  there  such  keen 
competing.  Anyone  who  could  win  a  prize  in  the  Anchor 
Society  could  win  a  prize  in  any  society. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  responded,  and  said  he  hoped  that 
next  year  their  worthy  vice-president  (Mr.  J.  R.  Richard- 
son) would  .secure  a  prize.  The  sport  during  the  winter 
was  fairly  good,  so  whether  they  won  a  prize  or  not  they 
enjoyed  themselves.  In  the  summer  the  river  was  very 
low  and  clear,  and  spoit  was  poor. 

The  following  prizes  were  distributed  during  the 
evening :  For  pike,  to  Mr.  P.  H.  Conroy  ;  perch,  Mr.  J. 
Charter;  roacb,  first,  Mr.  P.  H.  Conroy  (given  by  Mr. 
,f.  R.  Richardson  J ;  second,  F.  H.  Amphlett;  bream,  Mr. 
A.  C.  Wo'ls;  barbel,  first,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett;  second, 
Mr.  Arthur  Wells;  chub,  first  and  second,  Mr.  H.  P. 
Hill ;  dace,  Mr.  Arthur  Wells.  Prizes  were  also  awarded 
in  competitions  as  follows  :  Barbel,  Mr.  A.  Wells  and  Mr. 
W.  Hedgcr;  bream,  Mr.  A.  Wells;  gudgeon,  Mr.  R. 
Howso;  lo  ci,  Messrs.  A.  Wells,  McL.  Collins,  F.  H. 
Amphlett,  and  Charter.  In  the  hospital  competition  the 
irize  given  by  Mr.  Ileam  (of  the  Druid's  Head)  was  won 
by  Mr.  R.  H.  Conroy,  and  the  priza  presented  by  Mr.  T. 
Lyne,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  was  won  by 
Mr.  C.  Littlewood. 

The  fol  lo  w  i  tig  prizes  were  offered  for  the  coming  season : 
Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill,  £1  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  £Ub.  : 
Mr.  H.  P.  Conroy,  £1  Is. ;  Mr.  King,  £1  la.  j  Mr.  B. 


Howfe,  lOs.  Cd. ;  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  10s.  6d. ;  Mr, 
Caton,  10a.  Cd. ;  Mr.  Hearn,  £1  Is.,  for  the  bett  roach  ; 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  £1  Is. ;  &o. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  proposed  "  The  Hon.  Secretary 
and  other  Officers."  They  had  a  good  secretary  and 
officials,  and  they  would  all  put  their  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  to  raise  the  membership.  He  appealed  to  the 
members  to  attend  the  meetings  regularly,  and  pull 
together  and  support  the  ofiicers. 

Mr.  Henwood  and  Mr.  R.  Howse  responded.  The  latter 
said  they  had  done  their  best,  and  he  hoped  that  members 
would  attend  regularly. 

Mr.  Caton  proposed  "  Kindred  Societies  and  Visitors." 
Every  society  of  this  kind  wanted  friends,  and  he  was 
pleased  to  see  some  members  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  and  others  present. 

Mr.  Fred  Lockett  was  sorry  that  he  was  a  disturber  of 
the  spawn  on  the  river  with  his  launch,  but  he  never  dis- 
turbed anyone  who  was  fishing.  His  launch  had  once 
been  termed  by  Mr.  Hill  as  the  fisherman's  friend.  And 
the  anglers  generally  got  a  fish  when  he  went  by.  As  a 
visitor,  it  had  been  a  pleasure  to  see  them  sitting  on  a 
nice  dry  seat,  instead  of  in  mackintosh  and  sou'-westers. 
When  a  punt  was  towed  up  the  bank  it  often  made  more 
wash  than  a  launch. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  also  responded,  and  said  that  he 
believed  that  before  long  a  CJovemment  grant  would  be 
given  towards  promoting  sport  on  the  Thames,  and  was 
glad  that  the  two  angling  societies  in  Kingston  were  so 
friendly  disposed  towards  each  other  that  members  of  each 
society  were  to  be  found  in  the  other.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  vice-chairman  (Mr.  J.  Richardson)  proposed  "  The 
Press."  He  said  that  when  they  referred  to  the  Press 
they  spoke  to  them  as  friends,  for  they  were  able  to  push 
them  forward.    They  always  did  their  best  for  them. 

Mr.  Christie  (the  Siirbiton  News)  and  Mr.  Amphlett 
(Editor  Thames  Angling  Nexcs)  responded. 

Mr.  Conroy  proposed  "  The  Host  and  Hostess,"  Mr. 
Hearn  responded,  and  the  musical  entertainment  lasted 
until  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS, 
laower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — As  far  as  the 

anglers  are  concerned  in  regard  to  sport,  the  trout  is  the 
only  fish  in  which  all  their  hopes  and  expectations  are 
centred,  and  the  weather  has  been  the  only  drawback  to 
anything  but  a  successful  realisation.  The  fish  taken 
during  the  first  ten  days  have  all  been  small.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Gomm  during  that  time  has  been  successful  in  creeling 
both  the  largest  and  the  smallest  fish  in  this  portion  of  the 
river,  the  former  weighing  5|lb.  and  the  latter  21b.  (which 
was  returned),  and  he  has  succeeded  in  landing  six  trout, 
each  day  being  attended  by  C  harles  Hone.  I  have  received 
an  interesting  letter  from  George  Rosewell,  of  Shepperton, 
who  in  the  first  place  informs  me  he  has  only  been  out  on  the 
first  day  and  saw  five  nice  fish  feed,  but  the  gentleman  he 
was  with  could  not  "  rise  "  one.  Perch  have  at  last  com- 
menced to  spawn,  and  several  patches  were  found  in  the 
backwater  at  Walton,  which  head  river  keeper  Douglas 
at  once  protected  with  wire  netting ;  and  on  Monday 
the  swans  were  taken  up  from  Staines  to  Hampton 
Court,  and  the  remainder,  from  Hampton  Court  to 
Teddington,  were  removed  on  Tuesday.  "The  water  is  in 
good  condition,  but  the  cold  winds  and  cold  nights  have 
completely  checked  the  ardour  of  trout  anglers.  All  the 
reports  up  to  this  morning  (Wednesday)  include  only  one 
capture,  from  the  rod  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Gorman,  of  31b.  On 
my  visit  to  the  riverside  there  was  only  oae  opinion  of 
the  fishermen  in  regard  to  the  trout,  that  there  would  be 
none  taken  without  a  thorough  change  in  the  temperature 
of  the  water. — B. 

  (Datchet). — I  do  not  remember  seeing  so  little  of 

the  trout  up  to  time  of  writing,  very  discouraging  state  of 
affairs  exist.  I  was  out  yesterday.  Mr.  Lands  had  a  good 
fish  on  at  the  weir  and  lost  him.  We  fished  all  round  the 
Old  River,  saw  no  sign  of  a  fish ;  not  likely,  either.  A 
bright  cloudles.s  day. —  G.  Ldmsden. 

—  (Eton). — The  water  is  in  good  order,  but  the  wind 
still  continues  very  cold,  with  sharp  frosts  each  morning, 
as  much  as  eleven  degrees  being  registered  on  Monday 
morning.  Several  anglers  have  been  out,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  fish  being  creeled.  Mr.  J.  Comber,  of  Eton, 
lost  anise  fish  on  Sunday,  about  71b.,  after  playing  him 
some  ten  minutes,  unfortunately  having  a  triangle  off  his 
flight  to  be  disposed  of. — Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Hampton  Court). — Wil.iim  Milbourne  writes : 

"  There  is  a  great  quintity  of  barbel  drawing  up  to  the 
weir,  and  several  have  been  taken  whilst  fishing  for  trout, 
up  to  81b.  and  91b.  each.  There  is  a  great  quantity  of 
roach  getting  up  to  the  weir,  but  owing  to  the  cold 
weather  there  has  been  nothing  done  since  the  last  report  " 
— B. 

  (Healey).— April  20.    The  first  trout  of  the 

season  in  this  district  was  caught  on  April  16,  by  Mr.  W. 
Meyers,  fishing  with  J.  Jamei",  above  Shiplake  Lock,  a  nice 
made  fish  weighing  71b.  2oz.  The  water  is  in  good  condi- 
tion, but  the  cold  mornings  aad  evenings  seem  to  keep  the 
fish  from  moving. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Kingston). — William  Douglas  in  his  general 

report  states  :  "I  have  not  heard  of  any  trout  being  taken. 
Several  have  been  seen  on  the  move  in  different  parts  of 
the  river." — B. 

  (Iieolilade.    Crioklade).— The  river  in  these 

districts  is  in  good  order  for  trouting.  Mr.  Sturgeon 
and  Mr.  Walter  Weil  have  been  fishing  at  St.  John's 
Bridge,  and  other  trout  fishers  have  been  out  in  the 
district.   There  will  not  be  much  done  with  Thames  trout 


until  May,  when,  about  the  middle  of  the  month,  an 
artificial  fly  should  take  a  rising  fish. — Rambler. 

  (Shepperton). — Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  fishing  with 

George  Rosswell,  caught  an  old  male  trout  weighing  83lb. 
The  worthy  fisherman  adds,  "  If  people  do  not  come  and 
try  they  cannot  expect  to  catch  them.  I  never  knew  it  so 
slack  bifore.  It  is  worse  this  year  than  last.  However, 
this  capture  ri:ay  bring  me  a  bit  of  luck." — B. 

 (Staines). — Charles  Hone  says:  "I  had  a  very 

pretty  fish  on  Monday  just  31b.,  but  had  bad  luck  this  last 
week,  as  I  could  not  get  the  hook  into  the  right  place.  This 
makes  the  seventh  fish  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm 
this  season," — B. 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.  (GloucestershireV— These  trout 
streams  continue  to  attract  anglers  to  their  banks,  but  the 
weather  has  been  very  bad  for  fly  fishing,  and  sport  has 
consequently  been  generally  but  indifferent.  The  rivers 
are  in  very  fair  order  for  the  time  of  year,  and  the  trout 
rise  freely  in  the  forenoon,  from  about  10.30  until  twelve 
o'clock,  and  again  about  three  and  four  o'clock.  There 
has  es  yet  been  no  evening  rise  to  speak  of,  it  being  much 
too  cold. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  weather  has  been  too  biight 
and  cold  for  much  sport  lately,  but  in  the  sheltered  parts 
of  the  Camel  and  Fowey  some  very  fair  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  got.  One  rod  fishing  the  former  got  trout 
weighing  very  nearly  lib.,  and  others  have  taken  from 
twenty  to  thirty  sizeable  fish  in  a  single  day.  The  salmon 
season  does  net  begin  until  May. — Bodmin. 

Dareuth  (Horton  Kirby,  Farningham,  &o.).— 
The  river  soon  cleared  after  the  little  flood  on  Saturday, 
and  is  now  low  again  rather  than  high.  The  fish  are 
beginning  to  show,  and  occasionally  to  rise  at  a  tiny 
grey  fly,  which  is  on  the  water.  Little  sport  has  been 
had  at  present,  and  the  larger  fish  are  not  yet  in 
condition.  Out  of  fifteen  or  twenty,  which  I  noted,  not 
more  than  five  or  six  seemed  fit  to  keep  out.  They  He 
rather  low  in  the  water,  and,  in  fact,  have  not  yet 
started  their  summer  habits.  The  best  fish  I  heard  of 
was  taken  with  wet  fly. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  recent  rains  have 
been  beneficial  to  salmon  fishing,  the  river  now  running  in 
good  volume.  The  condition  of  the  fish  is  good,  and 
several  have  been  killed  during  the  past  few  days  in  the 
moorland  waters.  Mr.  Arthur  Holmin  landed  a  ten- 
pounder  near  Dartmeet  with  the  Silver  Doctor,  and  Mr. 
W.  W.  Symington,  J. P.,  killed  a  couple  on  successive 
days,  one  scaling  lC!b.,_and  the  other  141b.  Mr.  Edbrook 
has  added  another  to  his  list  at  Bnckfastleigh,  the  weight 
being  211b.  Useful  salmon  flies  are  Silver  Doctor  and 
Popham.  Very  fow  fish  have  been  caught  by  the  nets,  and 
prices  are  exceptionally  high.  Trout  are  not  taking  well, 
although  some  nice  creels  lave  been  made  above  Totnes 
Weir  in  the  evenings  by  Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin  and  E. 
Distin,  the  former  getting  a  splendid  pounder.  A  few 
biace  have  been  killed  by  Messrs.  M.  Revell,  H.  Full,  &o. 
Flies:  Edmund's  Palmer,  Half  Stone,  Blue  Upright, 
Yellow  Body,  and  the  natural  minnow  at  night.  A 
number  of  bull  trout  are  in  the  moorland  waters,  and 
complaint  has  also  been  made  of  the  number  of  herons  on 
the  moor,  which  led  to  considerable  destruction  of  trout 
and  salmon.  The  conservators  have  decided  to  ask  the 
Duchy  authorities  to  assist  them  in  enforcing  the  limit 
size  of  trout,  and  preventing  the  killing  cf  salmon  fry  by 
the  exainination  of  baskets.  It  is  asserted  that  at  present 
a  lot  of  immature  fish  are  killed  on  the  higher  waters.— 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  streams  ara  now  running 
in  fairly  gojd  fishing  trim,  and  salmon  have  been  erabled 
to  run  up.  Trouting  has  improved  somewhat,  but  several 
of  the  best  streams  are  not  providing  anything  like  good 
average  takes.  The  southern  border  rivers  show  the  best 
sport,  one  rod  on  the  Carey  getting  a  nice  lot  of  forty,  with 
the  Half  Stone  and  Red  Spinner.  Unfortunately,  night- 
liners  are  at  work  in  this  district.  On  Saturday  fish  rose 
so  freely  that  on  two  occasions  two  fish  were  landed  from 
one  cast.  Some  nice  fish  were  killed  on  the  upper  Tamar, 
whilst  fish  hive  been  taking  well  on  the  upper  Lyd,  several 
Bridestowe  rods  doing  well.  Bishop's  Fancy  was  responsible 
for  over  a  dozen  of  one  basket.  An  improvement  is 
apparent  on  the  North  Devon  streams,  and  fair  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  made  by  Messrs.  Rule,  Doe,  and  others, 
with  the  Blue  Upright,  Red  Spinner,  &c.  The  Torridge 
is  well  patronised,  and  sa'mon  have  been  killed  by  Messrs. 
Pearson  and  Routley  (Eatherleigh)  and  Col.  Macartney 
(Torrington).  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  E.  C.  Norriah,  of  Sand- 
ford,  landed  a  fina  fish  of  221b.  in  the  Eggesford  district. 
Se/eral  fine  fish  have  been' killed  in  the  Dart.  An 
attempt  has  been  made  to  reduce  the  number  of  pike  in  the 
Exe,  and  some  big  fish  were  destroyed.  One  rod  has  killed 
twenty-five  this  season. — Devonian. 

East  and  West  Cleddan  (Pembrokeshire).— 
Water  in  first  rate  order  for  trout  fishing  after  the  recent 
rainfall.    Weather  still  cold  with  frosts. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — We  are  still  waiting  anxiously  for  a 
good  run  of  fresh  fish  from  the  Solway.  During  the  last 
two  or  threa  days  a  few  have  been  taken  by  the  nets  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river ;  but  where  there  is  one  there  ought  to 
be  fifty,  if  the  spring  of  1899  is  not  to  beat  the  reocri  for 
scarcity.  The  few  fish  that  are  being  taken  with  the  rod 
are  nearly  all  old  laid  fish,  and  have  lost  all  their  sea 
bloom.  On  April  10,  Lord  Brockley  had  one,  141b.,  m 
the  Crown  Hotel  water  above  Wetheral ;  Mr.  T.  Harris, 
one,  201b.,  at  Brocklewath  ;  Mr.  C.  Liddell,  one,  161b.,  at 
Warwick  Hall ;  and  the  Corby  Castle  keeper,  one,  61b. 
On  the  12th,  Mr.  Roe,  one,  23lb.,  in  the  Little  Corby 
water.  On  the  13  th  and  14th,  the  Co  .-by  Castle  keeper, 
ona  each  day,  81b.  and  2(ilh.  On  the  17th,  young  Mr. 
Howard,  of  Greystoke,  one,  16lb. ,  in  the  Corby  water. 
Trout  have  been  taking  the  fly  fairly  well,  but  they  are 
only  in  moderate  condition. — Silver  Grey. 

F«n  District  (South  Iilnos.  and  Cambs.).— 
The  weather  holds  cold  and  sunless  for  April,  but  the 
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streams  are  in  better  ply  id  consequence  of  the  rains. 
Fly  fishiog  is  said  to  be  at  a  standstill,  and  sport  is  only 
obtainable  by  seeking  fish  in  the  holes  with  the  bottom 
bait. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Sport  is  very  qaitt 
in  the  district  of  the  Idle,  and  there  has  not  been  much 
done  in  the  way  of  trout  fishing.  We  hear  of  a  few  brace 
taken  from  the  streams  which  fall  into  the  Trent  on  the 
other  side  of  the  forest  district.  Trout  fishers  are  some- 
what exercised  by  the  knowledge  that  there  are  otters  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  however,  has 
had  his  hounds  over  there,  and  one  or  two  have  been 
captured. — L. 

Lake  Vjrmwy  (North  Wales). — Batter  weather 
has  prevailed,  and  the  fishing  has  been  exceptionally  good. 
The  record  of  the  lake  haabeen  hitherto  held  by  Mr.  R.  L. 
Garnett,  with  a  citch  of  forty-two  trout,  on  the  ]"th  May. 
1897.  This  has  now  been  bea*en  by  the  Rev.  Gregoirie, 
who  creeled  forty-three  trout  on  the  14th  inst.  Both 
baskets  of  course  were  made  with  fly.  All  Mr.  Gregoirie's 
fish  were  taken  on  Teal  and  Red,  Claret  and  Grouse.  and 
March  Brown.  On  the  12th  the  weather  was  comparatively 
warm,  and  five  rods  brought  home  fifty-five  fish,  weighing 
3olb.  12oz.  Mr.  Malpass  made  the  bfst  basket  with 
nineteen  fish  (121b.  ooz.),  Mr.  Murly  took  fifteen  (91b.  8oz.), 
Dr  Fenton  ten  (61b.  lOoz.),  Mr.  Henty  eight  (51b.  4oz.), 
and  Rev.  Gregoirie  three  (2lb.  Icz.).  On  the  13th,  four 
rods  creeled  fifty-five  fish  (331b.  9oz  ).  Dr.  Fenton's  basket 
of  twenty-two  fish  (141b.  loz.)  was  the  best.  Mr.  Malpass 
killed  fourteen  (81b.  3az.),  Mr.  Henty  ten  (61b  8oz.),  and 
Rev.  Gregoirie  nine  (41b.  13oz.).  On  the  14tb,  six  rods 
killed  106  fish.  Kev.  Gregoirie's  basket  of  forty-three  fish 
is  the  best  yet  made  on  the  lake.  Mr.  Malpass  killed 
fifteen  (91b.  6oz.),  Dr.  Fenton  fourteen  (81b.  9oz.), 
Mr.  Henty  thirteen  (81b.  7oz.),  Mr.  Chittenden 
thirteen  (81b.  loz  ),  and  Mr.  Murly  seven  (41b.  12oz.). 
The  15th  was  a  miserably  cold  day,  and  anglers  devoted 
themselves  to  the  river.  Only  three  rods  were  on  the 
lake,  the  best  basket  being  made  by  Mr.  Malpass,  with 
seven  fish  ("lb.  loz  ),  the  best  fish  weighing  l|lb.  On  the 
17th,  four  rods  killed  twenty-three  fish.  The  test  basket 
was  made  by  Mr.  Henty,  with  tweUe  fish  (71b.  12oz.) ; 
Mr.  Chittenden  killed  fix  (31b.  9oz.),  and  Mr.  Murly 
three  (lib.  12oz  ).  On  the  18th,  five  rods  killed  twenty 
fish,  Mr.  Mntly  making  the  beat  basket  with  seven 
(41b.  5oz. ) ;  Mr.  Henty  next  with  five  fish  (21b.  13oz.),  and 
Mr.  Chittenden  four  (21b.  12az  ). — Long  Drift. 

Lea. — Delightful  weather  prevailed  by  the  riverside  on 
Wednesday,  and  if  the  south-west  vrind  continues,  and  we 
are  treated  to  more  sunny  days,  many  trout  ought  to  be 
met  with  on  the  move.  The  season,  as  already  announced, 
opens  on  May  1,  and  some  good  captures  are  anticipated. 
Many  fine  trout  have  their  haunts  in  the  upper  waters. 
The  tributary  Beane  also  opens  on  May  1  for  trout  fishing. 
So  far  I  have  not  heard  of  any  coarse  fish  spawning  in  the 
main  river,  but  the  perch  should  soon  be  depositing  their 
ova  now.  The  water  has  been  nicely  freshened  up  by  the 
rains. — Izaak  Walton. 

Isugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
strtams  are  now  running  in  good  order  for  fishing.  They 
have  been  running  stained  and  slightly  coloured  after  the 
heavy  raina  at  the  end  of  last  week,  but  the  wind  changed 
Bonth,  and  the  weather  has  been  more  suitable  for  anglers 
to  get  out.  The  fiah  have  been  risirg  better  this  week, 
and  a  good  few  flies  are  on,  which  the  fish  take  well.  A 
fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  very  nice 
lota  of  fish  landed.  The  beat  flies  are  the  Blue  Dun, 
March  Brown,  Stone  Fly,  Red  Spinner,  Cowdung,  and 
Palmer.    The  Pinsley  b  running  clear,  and  a  nice  level. — 

GWYNNE. 

Iingg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— Rain 
at  the  close  of  last  week  rose  these  rivers  a  foot  or  more 
of  muddy  water,  since  run  off,  and  they  are  now  in  good 
order.  Still,  sport  there  is  little  or  none,  the  weather 
being  dead  against  it.  Strong  frosts  by  night  usually 
followed  by  bright  days,  with  wind  for  the  moat  part  N.B. 
Flies  and  rising  fish  are  both  scarce,  although  specimens 
may  occasionally  be  observed  of  the  March  Brown,  Blue 
Dun,  Brown  Spinner,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  Stone 
Fly,  and  Yellow  Dun,  from  which  the  choice  should  be 
made  according  to  the  day. — R.  T.  Williams. 

North  Staffordshire  Sivers. — All  our  streams  are 
in  a  fit  state  for  fly  fishing,  and  numerous  rods  have  been 
out  during  the  past  fortnight  and  had  sport.  The  natural 
fli^B,  particularly  the  early  Duns,  have  been  out  in 
snfiicient  force  to  bring  fish  on  the  feed.  The  Blythe  has 
yielded  four  to  five  brace  to  March  Brown,  April  Dun,  and 
Bine  Dnn.  The  Tean  Brook  has  done  beat  to  Hares  Ear 
Dun — the  old  Staffs,  pattern,  body  blue  fur,  legs  hares 
flax,  and  winga  sterling.  Olivea  and  Bines  have  paid  on 
the  Dcve,  and  Coachman  has  been  accepted  on  several 
etrfarns  in  late  afternoon  — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton,  Devon).— The  rains 
set  in  last  Thursday  (13th  inst.),  and  a  capital  spate 
followed.  The  river  began  to  clear  on  Saturday  Q5th), 
and  in  the  afternoon  trout  took  the  fly  greedily  in  some 
parts,  notably  on  the  Bicton  water,  where  one  rod  took 
thirteen,  and  another  nine,  really  good  fish.  The  river 
is  now  full,  but  in  perfect  order  for  the  fly.  To-day 
(18th)  there  was  a  good  rise  at  midday,  and  thereafter  for 
two  or  three  hours.  One  red  on  the  public  water  here 
took  two  brace  of  Lice  fish  with  th3  dry  fly — Bine  Upright. 
At  sea,  poJlack  have  lately  taken  very  well.  A  few  days 
ago  a  8?a  rod  took  twenty- four  fish,  aggregating  in  weight 
9f)lb.— Hkeon, 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.). — A  nice  trout,  weighing 
3ilb.,  was  taken  in  the  Staunch  Pit  at  St.  Ivea,  on  the 
18th,  by  Mr.  G.  A.  H.  Mence,  a  member  of  our  society. 
It  ia  going  to  .1.  Cooper  and  Sons  for  preservation,  and  the 
gentleman  haa  kindly  intimatel  that  it  is  to  be  presented 
to  the  angling  society'a  club-room. — E.  Coi.linhon. 

Flowden  Waters  and  Onny.— Wind  un  il  tn-day 
has  been  S .  or  .V.K.    Water  of  a  clay  lake  apy-Tance. 


No  roda  have  been  on  the  water.  Matters  are  beginning 
to  improve.    The  Stone  Fly  is  well  in  evidence. — T)ti;Tn. 

Plj  mouth.— Some  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been 
taken  from  the  Walkham,  although  they  run  rather  amall. 
I  was  on  the  Meavy  yesterday,  and  saw  some  very  fine  fish 
in  the  pool  below  Gratton.  I  have  also  heard  of  some  nica 
ones  from  the  Tavy,  two  of  Jib.  each,  four,  over  Jib., 
being  amongst  one  basket.  The  rivers  are  in  fair  con- 
dition, but  the  Meavy  is  very  clear. — W.  Heardf.r. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— During  the  latter  part  of  last  week  the  weather 
was  again  very  wet  and  stormy,  so  that  all  these  atreams 
were  flooded  more  or  less,  and  little  sport  could  be 
obtained,  but  on  Saturday,  Mr.  T.  H.  Johnson,  Llanymy- 
nech,  one  of  the  most  practical  and  persevering  of  our 
local  anglers,  whilst  angling  in  the  Vyrnwy  near  the 
month  of  the  Tanat,  succeeded  in  capturing  two  fine 
perch,  which  were  in  good  condition  and  scaled  lib.  4Joz. 
and  lib.  3oz.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Edmundson,  a  Liverpool 
gentleman,  landed  several  very  fine  trout  from  the  Tanat 
below  Llanyblodwel  Bridge,  and  on  Wednesday  last  two 
other  Liverpool  anglers  had  very  good  aport  in  the  same 
river.  Although  there  has  been  more  than  the  average 
quantity  of  water  in  all  these  rivers  no  salmon  have  been 
seen  about  here  lately. — Vyrnwy. 

Snssez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Harbour.— 
Rivers  have  been  running  high,  owing  to  recent  rains,  and 
those  who,  in  association  waters,  have  tried  for  roach  or 
chub  have  not  met  with  much  success.  From  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Ouse,  above  Isfield.  four  and  a  half  brace 
of  trout  were  recently  taken,  and  from  the  tributaries 
near  Fletching  six  and  a  half  brace  of  small  fish.  A  brase 
of  lib.  trout  are  notified  from  the  Rother,  taken  with 
minnow,  and  the  tributaries  of  the  Adur  have  yielded  a 
few  nice  fish.  Harbour  fishing  is  now  at  its  Vest  among 
the  smelt.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Fowler,  Dr.  Humphrey, 
and  Mr.  Willis,  fishing  from  a  boat  off  the  sluice  at 
Apuldram,  secured  what  I  believe  to  be  a  record  take  of 
smelt  at  one  tide,  viz.,  fifty-one  dozen  and  one;  several 
nice  fish  of  7in.  among  them.  Other  takes  of  from  six  to 
twelve  dozen  were  made  fishing  from  the  bank,  and 
although  the  efHux  from  the  drainage  works  is  not  rosy 
to  the  olfactory  organs,  the  fish  congregate  in  large 
numbers.  Patemostering  without  a  float,  with  rag  worm 
as  bait,  has  been  the  most  successful  method. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — The  rain  during  the  past  week 
has  made  fishing  good.  Many  anglers  have  taken  some 
good  catches  of  trout  in  the  various  brooks.  Salmon 
fishing  has  not  been  very  good.  I  heard  of  one  of  101b. 
being  taken  Monday,  also  a  few  kelts,  which  were  returned. 
Best  flies  :  Rnsty  Red,  March  Browns,  Blue  Uprights,  and 
Half  Stone.— Rusty  Game. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).  —  The 
river  is  in  firat-rate  order  for  trout  fishing,  plenty  of 
water  and  nice  colour.  Were  it  not  for  sharp  froats  at 
nipht  fish  would  rise  more  freely. — H. 

Teifi  (lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  water  h 
in  grand  condition  for  fishing,  and  good  baskets  of  trout 
are  being  caught  daily  by  local  fishermen  and  visitors. — H. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  underwent 
a  sudden  change  at  the  end  of  last  week  owing  to  the 
heavy  falls  of  rain  and  hail,  and  the  rain  must  have  been 
very  severe  in  the  upper  pirts,  as  on  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day the  liver  began  to  colour,  and  rose  several  inches,  and 
at  one  time  there  was  a  probability  fishing  would  be 
stopped,  but  a  sudden  change  on  Monday  caused  the  rivers 
to  go  down,  and  they  are  now  running  clear  and  a  rica 
level  and  in  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fiahing.  The 
weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine,  and  there  has  been 
a  fair  number  of  anglers  out,  who  have  uaedthe  Blue  Dun, 
Stone  Fly,  Cowdung,  Red  Spinner,  March  Brown,  and 
Iron  Blue,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  caught. 
Worm  fishing  has  been  most  successful.  On  Monday  a 
fine  dish  of  five  trout  were  landed  with  the  worm.  The 
largest  scaled  Ijlb.  and  the  smallest  lOoz.  On  the  river 
with  the  Stone  Fly  atd  Blue  Dun,  six  good  fiah  were  taken. 
During  the  week  Mr.  R.  Smith  has  landed  several  nice 
lots  of  fish  with  fly.  On  Sunday  an  old  fisherman  and 
wdl-known  fly  maker,  Billy  Jones,  was  found  dead  in  his 
bed  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  Deceased  was  an  expert 
on  fliea  and  fiahing,  as  was  his  father  before  him. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
going  down  and  clearing,  and  ia  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
At  the  end  of  last  week  the  weather  turned  rough,  and 
rain  and  hail  fell,  and  the  water  came  down  quickly  and 
rose  a  little,  but  a  change  to  fine  weather  soon  put  the 
river  right  again,  and  the  fish  have  been  moving  well  at 
the  fly,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week, 
and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had,  and  soma  very  good- 
sized  fish  have  been  landed,  and  the  prospects  for  the 
coming  week  are  gcod,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fine  trout  in 
this  part,  and  fishing  is  easily  obtained  from  the  associa- 
tion, and  good  aport  will  be  had  during  the  coming  week. 
— Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  ISest  Gloucestershire).— 
Several  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Swan  waters  and  also  on 
private  waters  in  the  district.  Messrs.  Hurst  and  Mills 
have  been  on  the  Ablington  Manor  waters,  with  some  nice 
sport.  Messrs  Peto,  Lea,  Yeates,  Morgan,  and  Senior 
have  been  fiahing  the  Swan  waters,  with  fair  sport  for  the 
time  of  year. — Sherry'  Spinner. 

Upper  Yore.— The  anglers  staying  at  the  Crown, 
Hawea,  have  had  a  good  week  with  the  minnow  and  fly, 
taking  from  4Ib.  to  lOIb.  daily.  The  river  is  in  good  con- 
dition at  pretent  for  flyfishing.  Best  flies  :  Thompson's 
P'ancy,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Light  Snipe  and  Yellow. 
A  few  good  baskets  were  made  by  local  gentlemen,  one 
taking  thirty-three  trout.  Blades  has  made  a  splendid 
basket  to-day;  information  just  received. — Jas.  Fawcett. 

Usk  (Abergravcnny).— The  recent  rains  have  put  the 
river  in  good  order  for  trout  fishermen.  Water  rose  about 


2ft.  last  Thursday,  followed  by  a  aharp  fall.  Friday  it 
seemed  fairly  good  salmon  water,  but  I  think  rather  high 
for  the  stream'!.  I  understand  Mr.  Pouhtt,  haa  taken 
two  salmon ;  Mr.  W.  Peake,  one,  201b.  Trout  ought  to 
take  well  this  week,  should  the  weather  continue  as  at 
present  (Monday).  There  is  a  nice  sun  this  morning, 
and  plenty  of  flies  ought  to  hatch  ;  hitherto  it  hai  been  h  j 
raw  and  cold.  I  took  a  few  trout  last  week.  I  believe 
there  were  many  medium  baskets  taken,  but  nothing 
worthy  of  mention.  Master  Percy  Denner  took  a  nice 
trout,  in  good  condition,  on  Monday,  weighing  lib.  lOoz. 
— Ernle  Delakield. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— The 
trout  fishing  haa  improved  here  lately,  and  the  rivers  are 
just  now  in  perfect  order  for  flyfishing.  Some  very  fiir 
baskets  have  been  caught  during  the  last  week.  Mr. 
C.  H.  Eden  caught  over  .51b.  last  Saturday.  The  beat 
killirjg  fliea  are  March  Brown,  Light  and  Dirk  Blue,  and 
Quill  Gnat. — Pontsen.w. 

Witham,  &o.  (Uid-Linoolnshire).— Very  little  in 
the  way  of  sport  comes  from  the  North  Lincolnshire 
district.  From  the  Wold  district  there  is  next  to  nothing, 
whilst  in  the  upper  Witham  the  only  item  of  satisfaction 
is  that  more  water  is  found  in  the  streams,  and  prospects 
are  brighter  in  view  of  warmer  weather.  Snowstorms 
are  hardly  conducive  to  aquatic  life,  especially  when 
several  degrees  of  frost  sweep  over  the  water  during  the 
night.  Only  warm  weather  is  wanted  to  set  things  going. 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbjshira).— Up  to  the  time 
of  writing  reports  from  the  various  districts  are  not  very 
cheering.  Those  anglers  that  have  been  out  returned 
with  very  light  creels,  especially  the  fly  man.  As  there 
has  been  a  remarkable  absence  of  natural  fliea  on  these 
rivers,  the  cause  is  attributed  to  there  being  a  large 
quantity  of  snow  water  in  these  rivera  from  the  Derby- 
shire hills.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken  by  using  the 
minnow  and  swimming  a  worm  where  it  is  allowed.  Only 
a  very  few  trout  rising  at  present. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — Both  salmon  and  trout  anglers 
are  having  fair  sport.  River  is  now  in  grand  trim.  Sport 
should  be  good  this  next  week.  Weather  fine  but  cold. 
Best  bait  for  trout:  Maich  Brown  and  Blue  Dun;  or, 
for  evening,  spinning  with  Kill  Davon. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

Tore,  bwale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— 
The  weather  haa  cartainly  displayed  some  little  improve- 
ment to-day  to  what  we  have  experienced  nearly  every  day 
sinca  Easter,  but  there  ia  still  snow  on  the  higher  hills 
and  moorlands,  and  until  it  has  disappsared  we  cannot 
look  for  "  the  genial  spring  time,"  a  spell  of  which  would 
bring  the  fly  well  on  and  improve  apoit  all  round.  Up 
to  now  I  never  saw  fewer  flies  on  the  water  than  has  been 
the  case,  and  no  wonder,  for  the  night  frosts  have  been 
very  keen  and  the  weather  too  boisterous  and  cold,  even 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  to  allow  anything  in  the  shape  of 
insects  to  live  long,  ccnsequently  the  angler  is  at  a  losa 
what  to  offer  the  trout,  and  but  poor  sport  has  been  had 
with  the  fly.  The  best  dishes  of  trout  have  been  caught 
with  either  the  minnow  fished  on  the  "Chapman"  or 
"  Ariel  "  spinner,  or  the  worm  used  with  the  Practical 
Pennell  Tackle."  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
Hawes  Angling  Ajssociation  have  had  fair  sport,  and 
Mr.  WiCia,  of  Carperby,  tells  me  that  some  anglers 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bainbridge  have  done  very  well. 
Mr.  Willis  confines  himself  to  the  fly,  and  he  has  found 
the  Merlin  Hawk,  both  with  purple  and  green  body,  and 
the  Waterhen  Bloa  to  kill  best.  With  these  he  has  got  a 
few  nice  trout,  and  I  have  met  other  anglers  who  have 
used  the  same  flies,  as  well  as  the  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
March  Brown,  with  some  saocess,  bit  the  keen  night 
froats  and  cold  and  boisterous  weather  have  of  course 
been  sadly  against  the  fly  fisherman.  Mr.  Cillinson,  of 
Middleham,  caught  s'xtean  in  the  Cover  cn  Monday,  and 
on  the  same  day  I  had  four  grand  trout  in  half  an  hour's 
angling,  and  that  not  at  the  best  period  of  the  day.  How- 
ever, an  hour's  walk  to  the  river  and  back,  in  addition  to 
the  time  spent  in  angling,  serves  a  gcoi  purpose.  From 
the  Swale  itself  I  have  no  encouraging  accounts;  from 
either  Catterick,  Richmond,  or  higher  up  the  Dale ; 
the  few  fish  caught  being  taken  with  the  worm, 
but  one  or  two  nice  dishes  are  reported  from 
the  tributiriea,  the  best  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Duff,  of 
Leeds,  who  had  three  good  trcut,  weighing  31b.  7ioz., 
caught  in  the  Bedale  Beck.  Other  anglers  have  done  well 
in  the  preserved  portion  of  the  same  stieim.  Good  dishes 
on  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Aire,  Esk,  Rye,  Riccill,  Derwent, 
&c.,  have  been  the  exception,  not  the  rule.  A  case  of 
considerable  interest  to  Yorkshire  anglers  and  manufac- 
turers was  heard  at  Sheflield  on  Monday,  where  Messrs. 
Tyzack,  Sons,  and  Turner,  edge-tool  manufacturers, 
Abbeydale  Works,  Shetiield,  were  summoned  by  Mr.  F. 
Stead,  heai  water  bailiff  to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 
for  having,  on  February  18,  permitted  to  flow  into  the 
river  Sheaf,  a  tributary  of  the  rivers  Don  and  Ouae,  con- 
taining salmon,  certain  scourings  and  refuse  of  a  dam,  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  cause  the  waters  to  kill  or  poison 
trout.  Mr.  H.  T.  Waddy,  barrister,  instructed  by  Mr. 
J.  E.  Jones,  of  ^'ork,  secretary  to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board,  prosecuted;  and  Mr.  T.  E.  Ellison  defended. 
Mr.  WadJy  said  the  summons  was  taken  out  under  sect.  5 
of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act  186 1.  It  might  ba  thousht 
strange  that  the  provisions  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act 
should  be  put  into  operation  with  regard  to  the  Sheaf,  but 
the  explanation  was  that  the  Sheaf  was  a  tributary  of  the 
river  Don,  and  the  Don  was  a  tributary  of  the  Ouse.  Both 
these  rivera  were  salmon  rivers  within  the  meiuings  of  the 
Act,  and  as  the  Sheaf  contributed  to  them  it  came  within 
the  section.  On  Feb.  18  defendants  cleared  out  their  mill 
dam,  and,  in  order  to  do  so,  they  opened  wide  the  shuttles 
by  which  the  water  entered  and  left,  with  the  result  that 
the  whole  force  of  the  river  was  taken  through  the  mill 
dam,  cleaning  out  the  dam,  and  carrying  into  the  river 
tons  of  mud  which  had  collected  to  a  depth  of  20ft.  The 
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efifect  was  to  fill  the  pools  where  the  trout  collected 
with  intensely  offensive  fluid,  and  this  killed  the  fish. 
Evidence  having  been  given  in  support  of  Mr.  Waddy's 
opening  statement,  Mr.  Ellison,  for  the  defence,  said  if 
mill  owners  were  prevented  from  sludging  their  dams  it 
would  make  it  practically  impossibli  for  them  to  carry 
on  their  business.  The  cost  of  removing  this  mud 
by  any  other  means  would  be  prohibitive.  What  was  in 
the  dam  was  an  alluvial  deposit  brought  down  the  river. 
This  deposit  was  not  in  itself  harmful  or  noxious,  but 
because  there  was  a  very  much  larger  quantity  than  under 
normal  conditions  it  smothered  the  fish.  It  was  a  natural 
deposit,  and  came  within  the  excusing  provisions  of  the 
Act,  in  support  of  which,  Mr.  W.  Hy.  Lancashire,  civil 
engineer,  Shefiield,  said  the  invariable  custom  of  mill- 
owners  on  the  streams  converging  into  Sheffield  was  to 
sludge  out  their  dams.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
get  rid  of  the  mud  in  any  ether  way.  He  calculated  that, 
roughly  speaking,  there  would  be  about  30,000  tons  of  the 
sludge  in  the  Abbeydale  Dam.  The  process  of  sludging 
out  would  be  more  likely  to  kill  fish  in  the  dam  than  in  the 
river  below,  though  fish  in  the  river  below  might  be 
chocked  by  the  mud.  After  consultation,  Alderman 
Franklin  said  the  bench  had  decided  to  convict.  They  did 
not  think  the  defendants  took  the  best  practical  means  of 
repairing  the  shuttle,  and  they  would  be  fined  <£2  including 
costs.  Weather  to-night  more  settled,  and  slightly  warmer. 
The  best  flies  are  March  Brown  (male  and  female),  Water- 
hen  Bloa,  Blue  Hawk  (Merlin),  Purple,  Snips  and  Yellow, 
and  Spanish  Needle. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegram. — There  is  a  considerable  rise  in  tjmpera- 
ture  to-diy  ;  wind  is  south-west ;  the  weather  far  more 
spring-like  than  we  have  had  it  up  to  now.  All  our  rivers 
are  in  fine  trim,  and  prospects  for  next  week  are  good. 
Sport  in  the  Hawes  Angling  Association  waters  has  been 
good.  Baskets  of  from  41b.  to  101b.  have  been  caught. 
Best  flies  :  Dark  and  Light  Snipe  and  Thompson's  Fancy, 
the  latter  kills  well. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  EEPORTS. 

Awe. — Pishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  April  1",  Mr. 
Macdonald  had  a  beautiful  fresh  run  salmon  of  221b.  The 
river  is  getting  into  fine  order  and  prospects  good  ;  weather 
very  fine. — D.  Mc  Donald. 

Border  ISsk  and  Iiiddle.— Snow  is  lying  on  the 
Dumfriesshire  hilU,  and  several  lamba  have  been  frozen  to 
death.  The  tops  of  Whita  and  Warbla,  the  two  famous 
heights  overlooking  Langholm  and  the  conflux  of  the 
Border  Esk,  Ewes,  and  Wauchope  were  whito  with  snow 
on  Sunday  and  Monday,  consequently  in  such  wintry 
weather  fishing  is  almost  out  of  the  question,  and  few 
anglers  have  been  out.  Spring  salmon  are  scarce,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  they  have  a  fine  access  to  the 
fresh  water  from  the  Solway,  whereas  last  year  the 
reverse  was  the  case,  as  a  greatsandbank  thrown  up  by  the 
tide  blocked  the  passage  from  the  frith.  This  impediment 
has  now  been  removed.  Yet  ths  salmon  fishing 
has  even  been  worse  than  that  of  last  season,  which  was 
exceedingly  poor.  Sea  trout  are  not  expected  to  run  till 
next  month.  Mr.  Alex.  Grant  caught  one  sea  trout  in 
the  Metal  Bridge  water,  and  Mr.  J.  Scott,  Longtown, 
landed  a  couple.  Yellow  trout  are  affording  what  sport 
there  is,  and,  although  they  are  not  in  prime  condition, 
some  big  ones  have  been  caught.  An  angler  in  the 
Canonbie  water  has  creeled  two  and  a  half  dozen  since  the 
beginning  of  the  season.  Mr.  McMellan  has  had  some  in 
the  Langholm  water  weighing  about  lib.  A  few  odd 
takes  have  been  made  in  the  Ewes,  but  nothing  to  speak 
of,  and  Tarras  has  as  yet  yielded  next  to  nothing. 
Fishing  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Liddle  above  Penton 
Bridge,  with  fly,  Mr.  James  Jardine,  Kershope-foot, 
caught  a  yellow  trout  weighing  Z^lh.  Mr.  Jas.  Elliot, 
London,  had  a  good  basket  in  the  Liddle,  and  Mr.  Little, 
Carlisle,  and  Mr.  Whitfield,  Carlisle,  have  both  had  fair 
catches.  Mr.  Hobkiik,  Newcastleton,  and  others  have 
had  nic9  kills  in  the  upper  reaches.  A  few  also  have 
been  got  in  the  Shillinghaugh  Pool  of  the  Hermitage. 
All  the  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly,  bait  fishing 
not  having  begun  yet. — Gilnockie. 

Caxrou  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  the 
Gruinards  water  the  following  sport  has  been  got  :  On 
April  9,  Mr.  Warner,  London,  landed  a  91b.  salmon  on 
Washerwoman's  Pool,  besides  a  C  pounder  on  Ross's  Pool ; 
and  R.  T.  Coupland,  of  Gruinards,  one  of  71b.  on  March 
Pool.  On  11th,  Mr.  Warner  had  two  salmon,  of  GJlb.  and 
5 Jib.,  on  March  J'ool ;  and  Mr.  Coupland  a  9- pounder  on 
Ross's  Pool.  On  12th,  Mr.  Warner  caught  a  salmon  of 
101b.  on  Washermen.  On  14-,h,  Mr.  Coupland  had  one  of 
81b.  on  Poll  Moral ;  and  Mr.  Warner  one  of  7Jib.  on 
Gledfield  Pool.  Mr.  Marquis  and  party  are  fishmg  the 
Braelangwell  water ;  Mr.  Cosens  and  party  the  Inver- 
charron  water  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Bulge,  along  with  Dr.  Eley, 
are  on  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  water  (Gledfield),  but 
very  little  sport  has  been  got  on  these  waters  since  last 
raported.  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers,  of  Amat,  has  arrived  at 
Amat  House,  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Carron.  Weather 
most  wintry  and  unfavourable.  On  Monday  this  week 
snow  lay  down  to  sea  level.  On  Tuesday  snow  disappeared, 
buH  keen  frost  prevailed. — B. 

Ca,ssley,  Rosehall  (Sutherland).— Mr.  Banks  has 
landel  three  salmon,  weighing  241b.,  1  Ub.,  and  91b.  Capt. 
MacTaggart,  of  Glenrossal,  has  also  been  successful  in 
landing  several.    Weather  most  adverse. — B. 

Dee,  Don,  Tthan,  &c. — The  water  has  been  in  a  very 
unsettled  state  all  the  week.  Sport  on  whole  fairly  bright 
on  the  Dee,  but  almost  nil.  elsewhere.  On  the  Glentana 
waters.  Sir  Wra.  Brooks'  fisherman  had  one  or  two  from 
Wa'orside  and  adjoining  pools  during  the  week,  of  average 
weights  ;  while  Mr.  Barclay  had  one  of  71b.  and  one  of 
(ijlb. ;  Mr.  Laming,  two,  of  15lb.  each,  three,  of  01b.,  7lb., 
and  121b.,  four,  of  181b.,  15Ib.,  121b.,  and  6lb.,  and  one  of 


22Jlb. ;  and  Col.  Brinokman,  one  or  two  of  average 
weights.  On  the  Aboyne  waters,  Mr.  Bush  had  two,  of 
71b.  and  141b. ;  Mr.  Clive,  one  of  81b.,  and  two,  of  71b.  and 
81b. ;  Capt.  Scott,  two,  of  7Jlb.  and  8Jlb.,  and  one  of  81b. ; 
Mr.  Millburn,  one  of  9Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Crawshaw,  one  of 
22lb.  and  one  of  61b.  River  in  gcol  order,  but  weather 
of  worst  description.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  reaches^ 
Mr.  L.  H.  Crake  creeled  three,  of  «lb.,  OJlb  ,  and  201b  , 
on  Ballogie  water;  Mrs.  Pickering,  one  of  CJlb.  on  the 
Lodge  water;  Major  Davidson,  three,  of  7Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  and 
14Jlb.,  on  Dess  water,  and  two,  of  6jlb.  and  251b.  ;  while 
Mr.  Walter  Davidson,  one  cf  8Jlb.  on  the  same  section. 
On  the  Commoaty,  Mr.  H.  Lawrence  creeled  one  of  61b. 
and  one  of  6Jlb.  ;  while  Lord  Garrioch  had  one  of  6ilb. 
on  Bjrrowstone  water;  and  Mr.  Crake  other  two,  of  71b. 
and  7 Jib.,  and  one  of  61b.,  on  the  Ballogie  water.  On  the 
Cairnton  section,  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  last  week  creeled, 
in  addition  to  a  number  of  smaller  fish,  one  of  301b.,  the 
top  weight  for  the  Dee  this  season.  The  salmon  fishings 
on  the  coast  are  not  showing  much  improvement,  the 
returns  up  to  date  being  only  half  of  last  yeir's.  On  the 
Don  a  few  good  baskets  of  finnock  have  been  mxde.  Mr. 
Reid  has  been  very  successful  on  the  Ugie. — G.  M. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  in  good  condition 
both  for  angling  and  net  fishing.  The  weather,  however, 
continues  bitterly  cold,  the  ground  being  white  with  frost 
in  the  mornings.  Strong  easterly  winds  also  prevail.  We 
hear  of  fair  baskets  of  trout  being  got  on  the  lower  pirt 
of  the  river  in  the  end  of  last  week.  There  is  still  a  dearth 
of  salmon,  and  the  net  fishermen  up  to  the  middle  of  this 
week,  although  keeping  the  nets  going  in  the  river  night 
and  day,  have  scarcely  got  a  salmon  or  trout.  On  the 
coast  the  heavy  sea  on  the  inshore  kept  the  fishermen 
from  examining  the  nets  for  several  days  in  the  end  of  last 
week  and  until  late  on  Mondiy.  In  the  nets  nearest  the 
river's  mouth  only  three  salmon  were  got.  Grilse  have 
not  mide  their  appearance  as  yet.  Only  a  small  box  of 
fish  has  been  sent  from  the  Deveron  district  to  the  market 
this  week.  On  Tuesday,  a  box,  weighing  Icwt.,  was 
consigned  from  the  fishings  at  Gardenstown  to  the  market. 
These  fishings  are  situated  about  seven  miles  east  of  the 
Deveron. — H.  W. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (iSntherland  N.B.).— Mr. 
W.  Hughes  was  out  on  Loch  Shin  last  Friday,  and  made 
a  basket  of  eight  trout,  4|lb. ;  and  on  Saturday,  nine 
trout,  41b.    Cold  and  stormy  weather  still  prevails. — B. 

Lochlevei  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  been  of 
such  a  wintry  aspect  during  the  past  week  that  only  the 
keenest  anglers  have  ventured  on  the  loch  with  the  rod. 
Their  efforts,  however,  notwithstanding  the  bitterly  cold 
weather,  with  frequent  heavy  showers  of  snow  and  hail 
sweeping  over  the  water,  were  rewarded  with  surprisingly 
good  results.  Fish  have  been  rising  well  to  the  fly,  though 
refusing  the  minnow,  and  the  prospects  of  a  good  season — 
given  anything  like  favourable  weather — are  very  bright. 
Mr.  Hardie  secured  twenty-one  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Rait, 
Glasgow,  twelve,  81b. ;  Mr.  Maclecd,  Edinburgh,  twelve, 
101b. ;  Mr.  W.  Ormiston  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Middlemas,  Edin- 
burgh, twelve,  101b.;  Capt.  Cowan,  fifteen,  91b.;  Mr. 
Hunter,  Edinburgh,  eight,  81b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Duncan,  Alloa, 
ten,  71b. ;  Mr.  S.  Taylor  and  Son,  Edinburgh,  seven,  71b. 
— Robert  Laing. 

Iioch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— On  the  hotel  water, 
April  6,  Mr.  James  Lord  killed  salmon,  151b.;  11th, 
Mr.  James  Lord  killed  salmon,  161b. ;  12th,  Mr.  .Tames 
Lord  killed  two  salmon,  211b.  and  191b. ;  15th,  Mr.  James 
Lord  killed  one  salmon,  161b.  Loch  in  good  ply ;  only 
one  boat  out.— W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).— On  April  13,  Mr.  W. 
Worthington  killed  three  salmon,  151b.,  161b.,  161b.  14th, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Sloan,  one,  191b. ;  Master  H.  Berger,  one,  171b.  ; 
Mr.  Stenhouse,  two,  191b.  and  161b.  15th,  Mr.  Wheen, 
one,  211b.  17th,  Mr.  Smith,  one,  21lb. ;  Miss  Berger, 
one,  151b.  ;  Miss  Sloan,  one,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Sloan,  one,  17ib.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Worthington,  one,  151b.  18th,  Mr.  J.  R.  Sloan, 
one,  181b. ;  Miss  Sloan,  a  tine  trout  of  101b. — H.  J. 
Maesey. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel,  Perthshire).— Gentle- 
men fishing  from  the  hotel.  Mr.  Stewart  landed  a  beauti- 
ful salmon  grilse,  weight  71b.,  on  the  8th  inst. ;  also  Dr. 
Childs  landed  a  beautiful  salmon,  weight  151b.,  on  the 
12th  ;  and  Mr.  Stewart,  on  the  13th,  landed  a  beautiful 
salmon,  weight  151b. ;  and  Professor  Cash,  one  of  l/ib. ; 
and  Dr.  Kidd,  on  the  15th,  one  of  lejlb.  River  in  ply. — 
Paul  MacPhail. 

Naver  (Bett^hill,  via  Thnrso,  N.B.).  — The 
weather  has  been  so  stormy  that  anglers  from  the  various 
lodges  have  not  been  out  regularly  of  late.  On  10th,  Mr. 
Stibbard,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2  ; 
and  Colonel,  two,  on  No.  3.  On  11th,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  No.  2.  On  13th, 
Col.  Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  one  on  No.  4.  On  14th, 
Mr.  Blood,  Skelpick,  caught  a  salmon  on  No.  2  ;  and  Col. 
Curtis,  one  on  No.  1.  On  15th,  Mr.  Maiston,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  landed  one  on  No.  4;  and  Mr.  Blood,  two  on 
No.  3  — B. 

Oykell  (via  Lairg). — Despite  unfavourable  con- 
ditions, Mr.  W.  A.  Soames,  London,  and  Mr.  Soames, 
junior,  fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Boi:el,  have  landed 
several  salmon,  ranging  in  weight  from  OJlb.  to  16Jlb. — B. 

8hin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  10th  inst.,  Mr.  Farrer, 
fishing  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  got  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and 
Mrs.  Farrer,  one  of  91b.  Since  then  there  has  been  no 
sport  to  speak  of ;  in  fact,  more  serpents  than  salmon 
appear  to  be  killed.  One  day  last  week,  John  Ross,  gillie 
(who  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Duncan,  inspector  of  the 
Kyle  of  Sutherland  Fishery  Board),  came  across  a  number 
of  these  reptiles,  four  of  which  he  dispatched  right  off, 
while  several  others  made  good  their  escape.  The  four 
killed  were  unusually  large,  ranging  from  24in.  to  30in.  in 
length.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  are  in  nice 
ply  this  week  for  trout  fishing  with  fly.    Sea  trout  are 


not  making  any  show  in  the  Solway  rivers  yet,  although 
the  netsmen  are  getting  some  in  the  Solway  nets  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Annan  and  Nith.  The  weather  this  week  is 
more  favourab!e  aul  much  milder.  With  April  drawing 
near  to  its  close,  the  spring  salmon  fishing  in  the 
rivers  of  this  part  of  the  country  may  safely  be  said 
to  be  at  an  end,  and,  like  many  lecent  spring  sea- 
sons, that  of  1899  may  ba  classed  as  a  total  failure. 
In  the  Annan  several  rods  have  been  out  with  fly  for 
trout.  The  only  favourable  diy  last  weak  was  Friday, 
when  Mr.  J.  Jackson  had  a  splendid  basket  of  burn  trout 
in  the  middle  waters,  with  fly ;  Mr.  Thomson  had  several 
good  trout,  one  weighing  lib.  On  Monday,  Mr.  McEwan 
had  a  fine  basket  of  yellow  trout.  His  heaviest  fish  weigh- 
ing 1  Jib.  On  Tuesday,  the  same  angler  had  a  fair  catch, 
all  with  fly.  In  the  higher  reaches  of  Wamphray  and 
Moffat,  a  number  of  visitors  have  done  fairly  well  this 
week.  In  the  Nith  not  muc'i  sport  has  been  done  in  the 
lower  waters.  Nearer  Thornhill  several  rods  have  had 
mcdjrate  baskets  of  burn  trout.  The  Duke  of 
Buocleuch's  portion  of  Mid  Nithsdale  gave  fair 
sport  among  yellow  trouK  In  the  Sanquhar  waters 
the  baskets  have  been  small.  In  the  Cairn  and  Cludon 
a  number  of  anglers  had  pretty  good  baskets.  The 
reports  from  the  Galloway  rivers  are  somewhat  poor, 
but  the  district  lochs  are  now  affording  improved  baskets, 
and  the  brown  trout  are  in  better  order.  More  rods  are 
out  on  the  Ayrshire  lochs,  but  angling  is  not  yet  of  much 
account.  Several  Dumfriesshire  anglers  paid  the  Upper 
Clyde  waters  a  visit  last  week  in  the  hope  of  (.etting  some 
spoit  among  the  burn  trout,  but  had  poor  sport.  On  the 
waters  above  Coulter  and  at  Tankerton,  Mr.  W.  Dickson 
caught  a  basket  of  yellow  trout,  weighing  31b.  14oz  ;  Mr. 
W.  NichoU  had  31b. ;  Mr.  Robert  Gray,  a  similar  creel ; 
Mr.  Lawson,  21b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  Gray  took  a  trout  of  120/,. 
The  Derwent. — With  much  snow  on  the  Cumberland 
hills,  and  melted  snow  in  the  waters,  trout  fishing  has  not 
been  good  of  lite.  In  the  Cockermouth  portion  Mr-  J. 
Allison  hid  fair  sport  with  fly,  and  Mr.  B.  Hewitt  had  also 
some  nice  trout  with  worm  bait.  Mr.  J.  Wright  took  a 
good  basket  of  trout  in  the  Cocker. — Heatherbell. 

South  of  Scotland.— Solway  District.  —  The 
weather  last  week  was  very  wintry  over  the  Solway 
district,  and  the  nets  in  the  firth  had  a  poor  return  for 
this  period  of  the  season.  Last  week  the  great  decline  in 
the  salmon  fishing  in  the  Solway  anl  the  Eden  river  was 
the  subject  of  discussion  at  the  Eden  Fishery  Board's 
quarterly  meeting.  Oae  of  the  members  said  that  for 
some  years  the  salmon  fishings  had  been  going  very  much 
to  the  bad,  but  this  year  it  seemed  to  have  finally  collapsed. 
— Wm.  Wright. 

Spey. — The  river  is  now  in  batter  condition  for 
angling,  but  the  biting  east  winds  are  against  sport  being 
80  successful  as  it  should  be.  From  the  Kncckando 
House  water,  on  Thursday,  a  salmon  of  81b.  was  landed  by 
Mr.  Hankey ;  and  one  of  similar  weight  was  also  killed 
on  the  Laggan  section.  On  Fridiy,  on  the  Carron  House 
water,  Mr.  Grant  was  successful  in  landing  a  newly-run 
beauty  of  18Jlb.  On  the  Fiddich,  sport  continues  to  be 
satisfactory.  On  the  reaches  below  the  Distillery  Range 
baskets  weighing  51b.  and  61b.  are  common,  while  further 
along  the  Auchindoun  way  a  good  number  of  sea  trout, 
&c.,  have  also  been  got.  This  season  should  be  a  much 
better  one  than  last,  as  the  principal  distilleries  will  be 
all  closed  during  the  summer  months,  so  that  the  water 
will  be  clear  and  sport  more  of  a  pleasure  than  in  recent 
years. — J.  M. 

Tay.— River  Tay  is  at  present  in  fine  order,  but  rather 

poor  sport  is  being  got,  the  weather  being  cold  and 
unseasonable.  Fishing  on  Fisher's  Hotel  water,  lower 
Dunkeld,  on  Thursday,  Mr.  D.  M.  Stuart  landed  two  fish, 
of  241b.  and  181b  ;  and  Mr.  Evans,  one  of  151b.  Mr.  A.  M. 
Prain,  Longforgan,  had,  on  Wednesday,  one  fish  of  27ib., 
and  on  Thursday,  three,  of  241b., _  171b.,  and  lOlb.  Mr. 
J.  R.  Maclntyre,  Edinburgh,  fishing  on  Birnam  Hotel 
water,  on  Wednesday,  caught  one  salmon  of  211b.  On 
Findynate  water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Macpherson  caught  a 
salmon  of  171b.  On  Fisher's  Hotel  water  (Pittochny),  on 
Satuidiy,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Prain  caught  a  splendid  newly  run 
fish  of  161b.  Col.  Phillpotts  landed  one  fish  of  31lb.  On 
Ballathie  water,  on  Thursday,  Col.  E.  R.  S.  Richardson 
caught  two  fish.  Poor  sport  has  been  got  on  the  Musthly 
and  Del  vine  waters  during  the  pist  three  weeks,  only  one 
salmon  being  got,  and  that  on  Wednesday,  by  Mr.  Ivers 
Bland,  Delvine.  It  weighed  171b.  Capt.  Baldwin,  fishing 
on  Redgoiton  water,  on  Saturday,  landed  one  fish. — A.  A. 

Tummel. — Mrs.  Henry  Peters,  fishing  Faskully  waters 
on  Wednesday,  after  a  most  excitiog  run,  landed  a 
nice  salmon  of  ISJlb.  On  account  of  the  recent  floods  in 
the  Tummel,  the  fishing  has  not  been  a  suocess  during  the 
past  two  weeks.  Lyon. — From  Fortingal  Hotel,  Dr. 
Ciiilds  killed  a  fish  of  151b.  on  Wednesday  ;  and  on  Satur- 
day Dr.  Kidd  landed  a  beautiful  salmon  of  1641b, — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Stream?.— 
Notwithstanding  all  the  various  ciases  which  have 
militated  against  successful  angling,  some  fairly  good 
takes  of  trout  have  been  got  during  the  past  week,  both 
on  Tweed  and  Teviot.  The  tributary  streams,  however, 
are  doing  little  or  nothing  as  yet.  In  the  Kelso  district  a 
fewsilmon  have  been  got  during  the  past  ten  days,  mostly  on 
the  famous  Floors  Caitle  preserves,  while  one  or  two  have 
also  been  killed  on  the  Birgham  water  by  Lord  Dunglass. 
Amongst  those  who  have  been  killing  trout  the  following 
may  be  mentioned  ;  Mr.  R.  Newton,  Kelso,  3Jlb.,  71b., 
and  4Jlb.,  on  Tweed  and  Teviot.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  W. 
Barff  had  3Jlb.  Mr.  Robert  Robertson  had  5Jlb.  on  the 
Teviot  on  Tuesday.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Charles 
Faiquharson  had  baskets  of  3Jlb.,  41b.,  and  61b.  last  week- 
end ;  while  this  week  in  the  two  main  streams,  Tweed 
and  Teviot,  he  has  killed  some  nice  dishes  of  trout, 
weighing  from  31b  to  81b.  Mr.  W.  Mercer,  on  the  Eden, 
has  had  4lb.  and  2ilh.  of  nice  trout;  while  below  Ednam 
Mr.  James  Patterson  had  4Ib,  of  tront,  fly  fishing.  On 
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Tuesday,  on  the  Teviot,  Mr.  A.  Williamson  had  ajlb.  of 
treat,  and  a  sea  trout  of  2ilb. ;  and  Mr.  Alfred  Jamieson  a 
good  dozen,  weighing  close  on  51b.  Many  other  biekets 
hive  also  been  killed,  inclading  three  or  four  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Pringle,  Westwood  Cottage,  Kelso,  whc83  weights 
ranged  from  61b.  up  to  81b.  The  lirat  competition  of  the 
Selkirk  Angling  Club  took  place  on  the  Tweed.  There 
was  a  fair  muster  of  csmpetitors,  and  the  total  number  of 
trout  killed  weighed  close  on  501b.  aggregate. — Max- 
wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bandou  Kiver  (co.  Cork).— On  the  Carrigmore 
water  at  Ballineen,  Mr.  J.  Pike,  D.L,,  during  the  week 
landed  four  salmon,  12Ib.,  lllb  ,  81b.,  "lb. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Belfast. — Trouting  was  pretty  good  recently  oa  the 
Woodbuin  Dams.  Amongst  those  out  were  Capt.  E.  R.  O. 
Ludlow,  D.A.A.G.,  Mr.  A.  MoD.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Kirk,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Laughead,  all  of  whom 
half  a  dozsn  fish  each  par  day  out.  At  the  last  committee 
meeting  of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  twenty-five 
new  members  were  elected. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — Since  my  last  report  weather  here  was  awful, 
and  very  little  fisiiing  done.  This  week,  however,  matters 
have  improved  coneiderably,  and  some  very  good  baskets 
have  been  made.  Mr.  Hertney,  fishing  Corballi  Lake, 
killed  thirty-two  nice  trout  in  three  days,  these  trout 
averaging  lib.  Loughs  Key,  Gard,  and  Arrow  are  doing 
very  well.  Col.  Carr's  best  day  on  Arrow  this  week  was 
four  trout,  largest  -Ijlb.  Mr.  Fenwiok,  fishing  Gard,  had 
very  fair  sport,  getting  three  and  four  trout  each  day. 
The  river  was  rever  in  better  order  for  spring  fishing,  as 
it  is  in  winter  flood  just  now,  and  full  of  large  fish.  Local 
anglers  are  getting  some  beauties  on  it  up  to  4lb.  and  51b. 
each.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  first-class  May  Fly 
season,  especially  on  river. — Geo.  Taylor, 

Caragh  Lake  (Caragh).  —  Lake  fishing  is  now 
improving.  Mr.  Day,  of  Cork,  staying  at  the  Southern 
Hotel,  took  three  dozen  good  brown  trout  on  the  10th  inst. 
If  the  weather  settles  now  there  will  be  good  fishing  in 
future.— G.  C. 

Coghlan's  Hotel  (FoxfordJ.— Mr.  Edward  Mait- 
land,  fishing  here,  killed,  in  five  days,  180  trout.  Eiver 
just  coming  in  order  ;  expects  good  sport. — Angler. 

Cork  Biivers.  —  Sport  has  exhibited  an  all-round 
improvement  on  the  Cork  rivera  of  salmon,  and  trout 
angling  hag  generally  given  fine  tpjrt  in  the  Bandon 
district,  and  at  few  other  points.  The  weather  has  been 
all  that  could  be  desired  during  the  last  few  days. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galwa;). — Adverse  climatic  conditions  and 
the  unsett'.ed  state  of  the  rivers  militated  salmon  fishing 
since  last  report.  Three  or  four  fish  were  killed  on  the 
shrimp.  There  seema  to  be  a  fair  stock  of  fish  now  up. 
The  floods  assure  good  summer  peal  fishing. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  ( Bally shauuon  and  Bel'eek).— This  river 
is  again  in  high  flood,  but  some  good-sized  trout  were 
again  taken  sines  last  report  by  Capt.  L.  Moore,  Mr. 
Maxwell  Moore,  Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Duff,  &c. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Imparial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private  Water 
(Ballina). — River  is  now  in  good  order,  and  weather  at 
last  favourable.  There  is  a  good  supply  of  fresh  ran  fish 
in  the  pools.  Two  gentlemen,  staying  at  Gortnorabbjy 
Hotel,  had  some  good  bEskets  of  trout  during  the  week. 
There  were  also  five  salmon  killed  on  the  lake. — Manager. 

Eeiry  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  very  good  on  all  the 
Kerry  rivers  open  for  angling  between  Waters ille  and 
Caatlemaine  at  brown  trout,  and  some  good  baskets  of 
"  pinks  "  have  been  had  on  the  Waterville  (upper  portion), 
Beenroe,  Inny,  Fartha,  Behy,  Cummeragh,  and  Caragh. 
Salmon  have  not  given  any  sport  except  in  the  Killarney 
diatrict,  where  a  few  good  fish  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  (CO.  Cork). — Cold  north  and  north-east  wind,  with 
low  water,  has  not  been  an  advantage  to  the  fishing ; 
nevertheless,  good  sport  has  been  had.  On  Ashton  water, 
Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  91b.  On  Oak  Grove,  H.  E.  Stanley, 
211b.,  l-Jlb.  ;  G.  M.  levers,  91b.,  lllb.  On  Nettleville, 
Col.  Broderick,  101b.,  lOlb.  On  Lee  Mount,  Mr.  H.  M. 
Lewis,  I61b.,  lllb.,  81b.,  71b.  On  Fargus,  Mr.  H.  Austen, 
9ib.  On  Cronody,  Capt.  Bowker,  Hants  Regt  ,  8Ib.  On 
Caatle  Lynch,  Mr.  J.  P.  Hawkes,  14Jlb.,  lllb.,  lllb., 
ejlb.,  81b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  141b.,  lOIb.— W.  Haynes 

ANIJ  Sox. 

Lough  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  bscn  very  poor  since  last  report,  so  far  as  salmon  are 
concerned,  but  generally  average  sport  was  had  at  brown 
and  pink  trout.  Salmon  have  been  ascending  from  the 
sea  rather  alowly  last  week,  and  no  peal  have  yet  been 
no«ic2d.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melviu. — The  weather  during  the  past  week 
was  again  against  the  chances  of  good  sport,  owing  to  heavy 
falls  of  rain  at  intervals  (most  rain  fell  during  the  nights), 
and  very  cold  in  the  day  ime.  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup  landed 
two  salmon  of  lOlb.  each  on  14lh  and  17th  insta.  Mr. 
Pulley  took  one  salmon  of  Clb.  on  the  15th  inst.,  Mr. 
Whitehead  landed  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  the  14th  inst., 
Mr.  B.  Baily  lauded  ore  salmon  of  9Jlb.  on  the  loth  inst., 
Mr.  F.  Hughes  landed  one  salmon  of  8Jlb.  on  the  18th 
inst.  Trouting  has  been  excellent  since  laat  report. — 
M.  EooAN  AND  Sons 

Lough  Neagh. — Pollen  fishing  continues  pretty  good, 
the  takes  being  fair  and  the  fish  of  an  average  quality. 
Demand  from  crosa  channel  markets  steady.  The  same 
retta'ka  apply  to  trout  netting.  The  cold  weather  is 
keet  ing  t>ack  trouting  on  the  tributaries. — -J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  La^ea  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— Sport 
continue-!  go'A  on  all  the  above  waters,  especially  on 
Lougha  Cooicavoher,  Bricdarrig,  Coomcatcum,  Drenane, 
and  Cnmmeravai  i;f. — T.  .1.  D. 

BCoy  Hotel  Pr^vata  Waters  (Ballina).— Water 
in  gf.rA  order,  with  southerly  winds  ;  fair  run  of  salmon  on 
the  pooU ;  prospects  of  fishing  favourable.   There  wa0  a 


couple  of  fish  taken  on  the  lough  last  week.  There  was 
some  nice  trout  taken  at  Runagry,  and,  on  the  whole, 
fishing  fair. — John  Devkrs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  weather  has  changed  for  the  better  since 
my  last  report,  and  the  river  is  getting  into  good  order. 
The  lough  is  high  for  good  sport.  Have  heard  of  some 
salmon  being  taken  by  trolling.  Trout  anglers  done 
fairly  well  for  past  week. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  Yet 
another  week  of  most  disreputable  weather — hail,  sleet, 
acd  rain  squalls,  together  with  bitterly  cold  north-east 
blasts  all  the  time.  It  was  simply  marvellous  bow  any 
sport  has  been  had  at  all,  yet  the  following  captures  of 
salmon  have  been  made:  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin,  of  Led- 
bury, England,  landed  two  bright  springers,  of  151b.  and 
14Jlb.  i  Mr.  R.  H.  Wilson  had  two,  28ilb.  and  2olb.  ;  Tom 
and  Jack  Grimes,  fishing  my  water,  two,  121b.  and  Gib,  ; 
D.  Ellis,_two._  131b.  and  lllb.  Weather  still  wild,  but  fish 
showing  in  fair  numbers. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli).— On  Doonasa,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Williams  killed,  14th,  one  salmon,  43Jlb. ;  17th,  two 
salmon,  lllb.  and  14Jlb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Greenfield 
killed,  17th,  one  salmon,  181b.  ;  on  the  same  fishery,  Mr. 
F.  Cooper  killed,  18th,  one  aalmon,  311b.  On  the  Castle 
fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  on3  salmon,  2 lib  ,  on 
11th.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  J.  W.  Stancliffe  killed  one 
salmon,  19ilb.,  on  13th.  The  weather  has  become  very 
wintry. — JoHN  Enright  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  past  week  was  a  rather  poor 
one  on  the  Ballinderry,  Blaokwater,  Mourne,  &c.  The 
weather  still  keeps  cold,  with  frequent  sleety  showers. — 
J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — There  has  been  a  slight  improve- 
ment in  pier  fishing  during  the  past  week,  though  scarcely 
any  sizeable  fish  have  come  to  hand.  Sunday  found  two 
local  anglers — Gray  and  Glyn — at  their  accustomed  posts, 
but  their  only  catch  waa  half  a  dozen  very  small  flat  fish. 
Mondiy  did  not  witness  much  improvement  in  sport,  for 
Messrs.  Welch,  Tapley,  Filmar,  and  Bushnell  could  only 
muster  half  a  saore  of  dabs  and  pouting  between  them  at 
the  end  of  the  day.  Mr.  Gray  was  early  upon  the  scene  on 
Tuesday  morning,  but  only  took  two  fish  ;  while,  during 
the  forenoon,  Mr.  Bushnell  and  Mr.  Filmer  hooked  and 
landed  the  same  fish — a  small  swallow-tailed  dab— three 
times  in  succ5ssion.  Late  in  the  afternoon  Mr.  Filmjr 
secured  a  few  nice  dabs,  much  larger  than  any  lately  seen 
about  here.  Mr.  T.  T.  Atkinson  took  half  a  dozen  dabj 
in  quick  time  on  Wednesday,  and  Mr.  Filmer  had  half  a 
score  of  daba  and  pouting  in  the  course  of  the  day.  The 
water  is  in  splendid  colour,  and  some  fair  sport  may 
reasonably  be  expected  in  the  near  future. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

ESiStbourne, — Some  good  sea  fishing  should  shortly 
be  had  off  the  Sovereign  Rocks.  I  hear  that  the  pro- 
fessional fis'aermen  are  catching  a  few  pout  in  their  lobster 
and  crab  pots,  which  is  a  good  omen  for  rod  and  line 
fishing.  What  is  wanted  is  that  someone  should  person- 
ally test  the  fishing  ground  with  rod  and  line  to  see  if  the 
fish  have  arrived  yet.  Weather  the  last  day  or  so  has  been 
nice  and  fine,  and  with  its  continuance  some  good  sport 
should  be  had.— J.  W.  Soddy. 

Plymouth. — We  are  having  Bom3  good  sport  now  wibh 
large  pollack.  They  have  come  in  very  suddenly,  and  ths 
fishermen  who  were  prepared  for  the  small  springers  have 
been  losinat  their  gear ;  in  fact,  some  of  the  pollack  have 
snapped  cif  the  traces  of  treble  gut  as  if  they  were  cotton. 
They  seem  to  bo  all  ever  the  Sound  at  the  back  of  the 
island,  where  the  brigs  lay  inside,  and  also  around  their 
mooring  spot  outside  the  East  Winter  Buoy.  It  is  well  if 
you  go  after  thjse  fish  to  use  strong  gear  and  a  cane  tell- 
tale, for  if  you  make  your  line  fast  you  are  bound  to  lose 
your  gear.  Some  of  the  boats  have  been  coming  in  with 
good  catches  of  mackerel,  but  they  are  a  long  way  out  yet. 
— W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Southend  and  Leigh  (April  20).— Last  week's  fore- 
cast as  to  the  improvement  of  fishing  has  baen  amply 
borne  out  by  the  event.  Things  are  undoubtedly  better, 
and  with  the  continuance  of  the  splendid  weather  at 
pressnt  prevailing  should  still  farther  improve.  Many 
rods  have  been  in  evidence  on  the  pier,  and  on  April  16  I 
was  pleased  to  see  some  familiar  faces.  I  have  to  report 
the  capture,  on  April  18,  off  the  pier  end  (in  a  whitebait 
net),  of  a  very  fine  center.  When  the  fis'i  was  landed  a 
considerable  portion  of  his  tail  was  cut  off,  but  judging  from 
the  weight  of  what  was  left,  and  the  proportions  of  the  slice 
sent  to  me,  his  live  weight  must  have  been  well  up  to  40lb. 
These  large  congers  are  very  occisional  visitants  here.  We 
could  do  with  more  of  them.  The  sub-act  of  pier  fishing 
has  been  brought  before  the  corporation,  and  improved 
regulations  suggested,  but  up  to  now  without  result.  High 
water  on  April  23,  10  52  a.m.  ;  barometer,  30  2in.,  steady  ; 
wind,  W.N.W.,  light;  sea  calm,  weather  clexr,  with 
brilliant  sunshioe.  Fishing  prospects  favourable.  — 
Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.8.). 


"Have  you  'boned'  this  fish,  my  man?"  "Well, 
mum,  it's  the  fir.st  time  as  I've  been  insulted,  but  I'd  let 
yer  know  as  I  comes  by  my  fish  honest." 


The  PBETTiEsr  WoMA.N  IN  Lo.s'JjOn  is  Baid  to  be  llisa  Clara 

D  ,  a  young  lady  belouging  to  a  very  old  English  family.  She 

is  shortly  to  appe»r — so  rumour  declares— at  a  Wost-end  theatre 
in  a  new  cjmcdy  by  one  of  our  leading  dramatists.  She  is  very 
wealthy,  and  her  only  reason  for  going  on  the  stage  is  that  she  is 
relDCtant  to  keep  hidden  away  any  longer  hor  genius  and  beauty. 
These  giftH  of  nature  wore  meant  fur  mankind,  and  it  would  bo 
selflsb  to  conceal  them.  Actuated  by  a  similar  motive,  George 
Honry  (Jamp  writes  to  say  that  he  has  been  cure!  of  his  rheuma- 
tism by  ilolloway's  (Ointment;  while  by  the  use  of  Holloway'a 
i'ills  he  keeps  himself  healthy  in  mind  and  body. 


April  24.   

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Prince  of  Wales  :  Benefit  concert. 

Thames  Re-stocking  Asaociation  :  Annaal  m3etiDg. 
April  25. 

Uresham :  Annual  dinner. 

Original  Alexandra:  DistribatioD, 

Waggoners  :  Visit. 
April  26. 

Amicable  Waltonians :  Distribution* 

Drayton  Park  :  Smoking  concert. 
April  28. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  :  Meeting. 
April  29. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Supper. 


April  30.— Stockwell :  Gating  to  Southend. 

May  1. — Original  Alexandra  :  A. B. 8.  concert. 

,,  2. — Oollingwood:  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  3.— Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  dinLQr. 

,,  4. — Sundial :  Supper. 

,,  4  — United  Brothers  :  Anaual  dinner. 

,,  8. — Globe  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  8. — South    Bermoadsey]   Piscatorials :  Annual 
dinner. 

,,  9. — Blackfriars  :  Sapper. 

,,  9. — Firm  and  True  :  Distribution." 

,,  9. — Golden  Barbel :  Supper  and  distribution. 

I,  9. — Thames  Re-stocking  Association  :  Dinner. 

,,  10. — Clapham  Strollers:  Annaal  dinner  and  cote  jrt. 

,,  11. — Pcckham  Br.jt'iers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  14. — Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

,,  16. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  17. — Royal  George  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  30. — Islington  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

;  ,,  30. — Izaak  Walton  :  Sea  fishing  outin». 


Eejy0t;tg  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marhed  "  Clcb 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Auglera'  Asaociation, — Important  Notice. — The 
"Angler's  Guide,"  which  ii  published  by  the  above 
association,  will  shortly  be  going  to  press.  Will  secre'aries 
please  forward  to  me  any  alteration  of  the  meeting  ni^ht.^ 
houses,  &c.,  since  the  last  issue,  so  as  to  have  it  as  perfect 
as  possible. — R.  Ghurnev. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  1  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£3  Ss.  61.  Harcourt,  £2  2$.  Plumstead,  £1  ISs.  Izaak 
Walton,  £L  9^.  Princa  Albert,  13s.  6d.  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  13i.  Hatoham  Brothers'  Angling  Societies  from 
their  donation  boxes.  At  the  last  meeting  three  applica- 
tions were  entertained;  £12  Is.  were  granted,  and  two 
guinea  Convalescent  Home  letters.  The  nest  committre 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday,  April  23,  at  8.30. — R. 
Ghukney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  A.S.,  the  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge  Heath,  on 
Monday  next,  April  24,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster 
of  brother  anglers  and  friends. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List. — A  most  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Nortti 
London  A.S.  on  April  18,  when  the  following  thirteen 
societies  were  represented  :  Amicable  Waltonians',  Albion, 
Allason  United  Brothers',  Convivial,  Crown  and  Buckland, 
Clissold,  Camden,  Dibden,  Hoxton  Brothers',  North 
London,  Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorials,  Phienix,  Wen- 
lock.  Mr.  Boufflar,  of  tne  Phieais,  ofiiciated  as  chairman. 
The  following  contributed  to  the  harmony:  Messrs. 
Broughton,  Slrdtch,  Welsh,  Lazarus,  Thomas,  ilike 
O'Leary,  Collins,  Fuller,  and  Ravill.  Mr.  Stretch  and 
his  son  d  d  their  best  in  getting  the  talent  together. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Frampton 
Arms,  Wells-street,  Hackney. — Our  meeting  on  the  19Dh 
was  fairly  well  attended,  when  it  was  decided  to  have  a 
concert  in  aid  of  the  A  B  S.  on  May  22. _  Members  please 
note  it  is  the  return  visit  of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Bros, 
on  April  2i.— C.  J.  King. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Societr, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  Yt . 
— The  delegates  gave  their  report  of  the  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, which  was  accepted.  The  fish  auditors  likewise 
gave  their  report  of  winners  of  past  season.  Everjthing 
seems  ready  for  May  10.  Messra.  Abrahams  and  Wheeler 
were  at  Southend-on-Sea  and  had  some  decent  sport  with 
flat-fish.  Shall  be  pleassd  to  receive  prizes  won  in  past 
season's  list  by  Wedncslay,  26 ;h,  a-ad  May  3. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Battexsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 

Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— It  is  decided  to 
hold  our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  on  May  16.  I 
should  feel  obliged  if  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes 
will  forward  them  as  soon  as  possible  before  that  date. 
Several  alterations  have  taken  place  ia  our  rules,  notably 
to  the  standard  of  fish  ;  several  species  have  been  increastd. 
A  satisfactory  report  of  Central  Association  meeting  was 
read  by  our  delegate.  Will  all  members  please  tarn  up  in 
force  on  Tuesday  next.— A.  Jenkins. 
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Battersea  Fisoatorials,  Lord  Banelagh,  Ferona- 
Etreet,  Battersea.— On  Wednesday  latt  we  held  our 
general  meeting,  when  some  very  important  tusinesa  was 
transacted,  it  being  decided  to  shift  our  club  to  the 
alove,  which  all  secretaries  please  note.  Will  members 
owing  coatributions,  &e.,  kindly  clear  the  books. — 
T.  Tringham. 

Blackfriars  Arglir^  Society,  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-strect,  S.E.— We  had  a  good  muster  of  mem- 
bers on  Wednesday  evening,  and  made  final  arrangements 
for  supper  to  take  place  on  May  9.  and  I  wish  to  inform 
brother  anglers  and  friends  that  Mr.  G.  Shepherd  (Host 
Beimondsey  Brothers)  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (Central  Association)  the 
vice-chair.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  one  of  our  oldest  and 
respected  members,  has  promised  to  attend  if  possible,  and 
I  anticipite  a  grand  evening  with  plenty  of  talent.— J. 

WnEELHOUSE. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — A  special  general 
meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday  next,  April  20,  when  all 
members  are  requested  to  be  in  attendance  by  9.30  p.m. 
for  important  butiness.  This  will  also  be  audit  night,  Mr. 
J.  Morrell  and  Mr,  F.  S.  Pavett  being  the  auditors 
appointeJ.— T.  Paternoster, 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Mr.  P. 
West  occupied  the  chair  at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday,  18th, 
when  officers  for  the  new  year  were  elected,  and  several 
alterations  made  in  the  old  rules.  I  hope  all  members 
will  turn  up  in  full  force  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  the 
annual  supper  ;  also  to  consider  the  case  of  an  old  member 
who  has  been  unable  to  follow  his  employment  for  the  last 
three  months.— F.  Randall. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  goolely, 
The  Good  Intent.  Mowlem-Street,  Bishop's-road.  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — The  next  return  visit  on  No.  1  Eastern 
District  takes  place  at  the  above  house  on  April  24,  when 
all  anglers  are  cordially  invited.  On  the  18th,  there  was 
a  strong  muster  of  ir  embers,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold 
our  annual  dinner  at  the  clubhouse  on  May  3  ;  our  worthy 
host,  Mr.  B.  Williams,  will  supply  the  ground  bait.  I  am 
pleased  to  eay  that  Sir  W.  Bhownaggree,  Q.C.,  M.P., 
will  preside,  faced  by  Mr.  II.  Everett.  Shall  be  pleased 
to  receive  prizes  promised  for  last  season. — P.  E.  Loft, 

Clapham  Jnnction  Angling  Society.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Members  please  note  that  general  meeting  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  April  26,  at  nine  o'clock  sharp,  when  I 
hope  all  will  be  present  on  this  occasion,  as  important 
business  will  be  brought  forward. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — We  hold  our  annual 
dinner  and  concert  at  the  above  house  on  'Wednesday, 
May  W.  Any  friends  wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do 
so  on  application  to  the  secretary.  A  balance-sheet  up 
to  March  30  was  also  audited  and  passed,  showing  the  club 
to  be  on  a  sound  financial  basis. — S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
laist. — A  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Dibden  A.S.  on 
Monday  evening,  Mr.  Elton  in  the  chair.  The  following 
seventeen  societies  were  well  represented — viz..  Great 
Northern,  Lincoln,  St.  John's,  Eustonian,  Bloomsbury 
Brothers,  North  London,  Camden,  Phanix,  Royal  George, 
Midland,  Queen's  Piscatorials,  Dibden,  Harcourt,  Bromp- 
ton,  Original  Clerkenwell,  Bostonians,  and  Hoxton 
Brothers.  They  had  plenty  of  good  talent.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Harcourt  A.S.  (date  later).  We  held 
our  competition  at  Amberley  on  July  9,  The  concert  in 
aid  of  the  prize  fund  is  left  in  the  hands  of  a  committee. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  April  25  all  working 
members  are  asked  to  attend  a  special  meeting,  as  we 
have  some  important  business  to  arrange.  All  members 
who  wish  their  A.B.S,  cards  should  apply  at  once. — T. 
Faulkner, 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.B, — The  result  of  our 
sea  outing  at  Southend  was  as  follows :  Mr.  Jarrett,  first ; 
Mr.  Ball,  second;  Mr.  Down,  third.  There  were  other 
prizes,  but  were  not  taken.  Our  fourth  annual  supper 
and  prize  distribution  takes  place  at  the  above  house  on 
Tuesday,  May  2.  Tickets,  price  33.  each,  can  be  had  at 
the  clubhouse  or  of  the  secretary. — W.  H.  Staffokd. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston, — On  April  18  a  few  members 
were  present,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  dinner  should 
take  place  on  .June  4.  Members  are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  secretary  if  they  intend  to  attend  the 
same. — S.  Mali!Y. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
Btreet,  N.W. — Our  concert  and  visit  on  C.D.V.  list,  last 
Monday,  was  a  great  success.  Seventeen  clubs  answered 
to  roll  call,  all  of  whom,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
D.A.S.,  allow  me  to  thank  most  heartily  for  support 
shown  us,  Wednesday  meeting  very  quiet ;  nothing  of 
importance  transpired  — Johnny  Edwards. 

Drayton  Park  Piscatorials  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
Beer-road,  HoUoway-road,  N.,  will  hold  their  forty-fourth 
smoker  at  the  Stanley  Arms,  Landseer-road,  N.,  on 
Wednesday,  April  20.  Chair  to  be  taken  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Horaay,  at  7  4.5  sharp.    Pianist,  A.  Brooker. — GiiEG. 

Firm  and  Tme  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-streot,  Walworth. — At  our  last  meeting  some 
important  bu.siiiess  was  transacted.  Our  annual  prize 
distribution  takes  place  on  May  9.  We  shall  have  some  good 
talent  on  this  occasion.  Will  members  please  clear  the 
books  before  the  diatiibution  night? — T,  Rosser. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Ruisoll,  Isledon-road, 
N. — Wo  hold  our  twentieth  annual  supper  and  prize  dis- 
tribution on  Monday,  May  8.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  G.  Ellis,  and  the  vice  by  Mr.  R,  Sharplcss,  Supper 
on  table  at  8.3().— W.  Lawrence. 


Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital. — Our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  9, 
when  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  many  friends.  Our  audit 
took  place  on  the  18th  inst.,  showing  the  club  in  a  good 
financial  state.  Our  member,  A.  Fowler,  takes  a  benefit 
concert  at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Edgware-road  (Prince  of 
Wales  Angling  Club),  on  Monday,  April  24. — A.  W. 
Ellins. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — I  hope  members  will  attend 
next  Wednesday  for  special  business.  Our  supper  takes 
place  on  May  29;  distribution  of  prizes  the  Monday 
following.  Will  members  pay  in  promised  prizes  ? — C, 
Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  N. — Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  has  had  a  trout  of 
lib.  14oz.  from  the  club  water  during  the  week,  and  Mr. 
F.  Berry  two  good  trout,  61b.  8.Jcz.  (first  medal  of  season) 
and  31b.  145^oz.,  the  two  latter  fish  scoring  in  the  challenge 
cup  competition  — E.  W. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canon bury-road. — On  Tuesday  last  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  when 
the  steward  reported  in  reference  to  the  outing  to  Pardon 
on  May  14,  by  brake.  The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  May  30,  so  will  those  members  and  friends  who 
have  kindly  promised  prizes  please  forward  to  the  secretary 
as  soon  as  possible. — J.  H.  HERiiERT. 

Izaak  Walton  Anglirg  Society,  Old  Kivg  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — It  has  been 
arranged  to  have  a  sea  fishing  competition  on  April  30. 
Full  particulars  can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse.  Quarterly 
night,  and  the  end  of  our  financial  year,  occurs  on 
Wednesday,  May  3.  Shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  all 
members  in  arrears  will  attend  and  clear  the  books  on  or 
before  that  date. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road,  North  Kensington. — Will  members  plea-e  attend 
next  meeting  night,  if  possible,  to  enable  us  to  get  our 
annuil  business  settled, — G.  Bence. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, Apiil  25,  at  the  clubhouse.  Members  and  friends 
who  have  promised  prizes  please  note  the  date.  The  third 
Bohemian  concert  this  season,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S  ,  will 
take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Monday,  May  1. — E. 
Beockett, 

Peckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Peckham.-r-We  hold  our  twenty-first 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  Thursday, 
May  11.  Members  and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes 
viill  greatly  assist  me  by  forwarding  same  to  the  clubhouse 
by  May  r>.  On  Tuesday,  April  18,  our  worthy  host 
presided  overaverysuccessful  gathering  at  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers.— G.  HETriERiNGTON. 

Phceniz  Angling  Society, The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
street,  N.W. — Our  annual  special  general  meeting  is  on 
Wednesday,  April  26,  and  every  member  must  attend,  as 
we  have  to  fix  date  of  distribution,  brake  outing,  and 
revise  our  rules  for  next  season,  &c. ;  also  those  members 
who  have  not  been  up  lately  will  be  able  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  our  new  landlord. — R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  —  We  distribute 
our  annual  prizes  won  during  the  season  on  Monday, 
May  15,  during  which  I  trust  that  the  prizes  promised  will 
be  handed  in.  I  hope  to  see  anglers  and  friends  muster 
strongly  on  Monday  next  for  the  benefit  concert  on  behilf 
of  Mr,  A.  Fowler. 

Hoyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street, — Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  May  17  instead  of  May  24,  as 
stated  in  my  last  report.  Will  secretaries  kindly  note  the 
alteration  of  date  ?  The  price  of  supper  ticket  will  be  33. 
Members  and  frierds  requiring  same  can  get  them  at  the 
above  address.  Will  memVers  who  have  received  post- 
cards kindly  turn  up  next  meeting  night  ? — J.  Gibbons, 

Rojal  Surrey  Angling  Society.  The  Sun,  Boni- 
face-street, Westminster  Bridge-road. — A  special  meeting 
will  be  held  on  April  26,  to  decide  when  and  where  we 
si  all  have  our  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution. — W. 
Anstey. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  Piscatorials'  Insti- 
tute, Rolherhithe  New-road. — Our  annual  dinner  lakes 
place  on  May  8.  Mr,  Arthur  Sutherd,  entertainment 
secretary  of  the  above,  will  supply  the  artistes.  We  have 
also  arranged  with  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland-street, 
W.,  the  well-known  caterer,  who  has  supplied  us  on  the 
last  two  occasions  with  every  satisfaction. — J.  H.  Davies. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Old  Queen's  Head, 
Stockwell-road,  S.W. — At  our  meeting  on  Thursday,  13th 
inst.,  some  important  bus'n'ss  was  transacted,  r-ules 
revised,  iVc,  to  the  benefit  of  the  members.  It  was  also 
resolved  to  have  an  outing  to  Southend  on  April  30,  and 
(hat  a  donation  should  be  sent  to  the  Camden  A.S.  in 
resporse  to  their  charitable  appeal. — Tnos.  Lucas. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.- On  April  18  the  yearly 
lalance-eheet  was  passed,  showing  the  club  to  ba  in  a 
sound  position  as  regards  finances ;  and  anglers  residingin 
the  neighbourhood  and  wishing  to  join  a  club  for  the 
coming  season  can  get  particulars  at  clubhouse  on  Tuesday 
between  nine  and  ten  o'clock.  The  committee  will  meet 
on  April  27  to  arrange  programme  for  the  supper  on 
May  4.— 0.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Black  Dog, 
London-road,  Twickenham. — At  our  weekly  meeting  on 
Aprin8,  Mr.  J.  Hebblethwaite  in  the  chair,  three  new 
members  were  dectcd,  viz.,  Messrs.  T.  W.  Gomm,  W.  J. 
Burce,  and  A.  J.  Blades.  It  was  decided  to  hold,  once  a 
month,  a  special  meeting  for  the  discussion  of£some  item 


of  a  piscatorial  nature,  such  as  rods,  floats,  &o. — J.  M. 

Brougham. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford. — The  members  of  the  above  club  will 
celebrate  their  sixteenth  annual  dinner  on  May  4,  Mr. 
H.  A,  Moifcin,  M.P.,  in  the  chair,  and  R.  Lowes  vice- 
chair.  Members  will  please  notice  that  the  club  night  for 
the  future  is  Thursday  instead  of  Saturday. — H.  'Tyler. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  11th,  Mr. 
H.  Walton  in  the  chair.  Some  very  important  business 
was  got  through.  We  take  a  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.L.  on 
Tuesday  next,  April  25,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  (host  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers)  in  the  chair,  when  we  anticipate  a 
large  gathering.  Those  societies  who  have  not  received 
notice,  please  accept  this  invitation. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angliufr  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road.  S.W,— Will  members  please 
show  up  next  Wednesday  in  full  force,  for  very  important 
business  ?  The  club  committee  gave  in  their  report,  and 
an  increase  in  other  club  prizes  was  passed  by  the  meet- 
ing.— TiDLKR. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Club,  The 

Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road.— We  had  a  good  meeting 
at  club  on  Tuesday,  when  our  books  were  audited  by 
Messrs.  Wjatt  acd  Taylor,  with  everything  satisfactory, 
and  leaving  a  good  balance  in  hand.  I  hope  to  see  all 
ntiembers  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  for  supper  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes. — N.  Lindin. 


BAKEE'S  PATENT  DAPPING  FLIES. 

Messrs.  S.  All(  ock  and  Co.,  the  wholesale  fishing- 
tackle  manufacturers,  of  Redditch,  send  us  some  samples 
of  Mr.  Baker's  Patent  Dapping  Flies,  which  they  have 
tried,  and  find  very  killing.  They  eay  :  "  If  you  can  give 
a  notice  of  the  flies  in  your  paper,  we  shall  esteem  it  a 
great  favour,  as  he  is  a  fisherman  of  over  thirty-five  years' 
standing,  and  has  killed  a  great  quantity  of  trout  with  his 
Patent  Dapping  Plies." 

We  should  be  much  obliged  to  Mr,  Baker  if  he  would 
kindly  send  us  some  account  of  his  method  of  using  these 
very  taking-looking  flies.  Many  of  the  specimens  we 
should  with  great  confidence  float  over  a  rising  trout  any 
where.  At  first  sight  they  remind  one  of  the  detached- 
body  flies  and  larvae  illustrated  by  Blacker  in  his  "  Art  of 
Fly  Making,"  but  on  closer  inspection  you  see  that  they 
are  made  to  represent,  and  very  cleverly  do  represent,  a  fly 
impaled  on  a  hook.  For  dapping  they  certainly  are  the  best 
artificials  we  have  ever  seen,  as  the  fly  merely  hangs  in  the 
bend  of  the  hook,  jnstas  you  would  a  natural  fly,  bo  when  you 
push  it  through  the  bashes  and  drop  it  in  front  of  a  trout 
or  chub  he  sees  nothing  of  the  hook.  But  we  should  very 
much  like  to  try  some  of  these  patterns,  and  also  standard 
patterns  fixed  up  in  the  same  way  for  use  as  in  ordinary 
dry  fly  fishing.  As  well  as  hooks  with  single  flies  on  them, 
there  are  some  with  double  bodies  and  wings.  Many  of 
the  patterns  have  a  more  natural  look  about  them  than 
flies  dressed  in  the  ordinary  way  or  even  with  the  fly  in 
the  head. 

We  can  with  confidence  recommend  anglers  who  can  fish 
with  fly  to  try  Mr.  Baker's  patents. 


jottings  bp  t^e  i^ap. 

A  REPRINT  IS  to  hand  of  the  Earl  of  Howth's  letter 
to  the  salmon  angling  community  of  Ireland,  entitled 
"  Ireland's  Salmon  Fisheries."  His  lordship  holds  very 
decided  views  on  the  decadence  of  salmon  fishing  in  the 
emerald  isle,  and  uses  strong  words  in  condemning  the 
apathy  of'  successive  governments  on  this  important 
subject,  "  Come  and  help  us"  is  the  burden  of  his  cry, 
but  it  is  not  quite  easy  to  see  what  help  we  on  this  side 
of  St,  George's  Channel  can  give  to  the  cause  beyond 
sympathy  and  good  wishes. 

Good  reports  are  to  hand  of  the  trout  fishing  in  the 
river  Coquet.  At  Easter  time  good  baskets  of  thirty 
yellow  trout  were  quite  common.  I  am  pleased  to  hear 
from  Mr.  J.  A.  Williamson,  the  clerk  of  the  Northumbrian 
Anglers'  Federation,  that  the  watching  and  protection  of 
the  river  during  the  past  three  years,  aided  by  judicious 
re-stocking,  has  borne  good  fruit,  and  that  the  state  of  thei 
Coquet  has  undoubtedly  improved. 


Very  serious  news  is  to  hand  of  further  troubles  with 
our  fishermen  in  Iceland,  and  the  high-handed  conduct  of 
the  Danish  authorities  certainly  requires  explanatiori.  The 
French  have  recognised  the  danger,  and  a  French  man-of- 
war  has  been  on  the  spot  for  some  time  to  look  after 
national  interests.  These  are  by  no  means  so  large  as  the 
English,  and  it  is  surely  time  our  Government  sent  one,  if 
not  two  gunboats  to  look  after  and  protect  British  fisher- 
men. Meetings  have  been  held  to  impress  this  upon  the 
powers  that  be,  but  the  result  of  their  representations  is, 
to  say  the  least,  doubtful. 


As  briefly  noticed  last  week,  the  terrible  gale  which 
raged  recently  wrought  sad  havoc  to  the  fishing  fleets.  The 
loss  in  hard  cash  is  considerably  over  £20,000,  but  worse 
than  all,  1  am  grieved  to  learn  by  later  advices,  human 
life  has  to  be  added  to  the  mournful  catalogue.  The 
Mayors  bf{ Penzance  and  Lowestoft,  aesisted  by  the  most 


►      April  22,  1899] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


Established 


H.  WHITTY, 


^ili     15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool. 


Telegrams 
"  Fishing, 
Liverpool. 


Split  Cane,  Whole  Cane  (speciality),  Greenheart 
Hickory  Rods  built  on  the  premises  by  expe- 
rienced workmen. 


Will  Customers  wishing  to  have  their  Rods 
Reels,  or  other  Tackle  repaired,  kindly  send  them 
this  month  so  as  to  avoid  delay. 

Reels,  Lines,  Nets,  Flies,  Bags,  Wading  Trousers 
Brogues,  Coats. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


Mrs.  Cox's  Style  and  Pat 
terns,  Is.  6d,  to  2s 
dozen,  post  free.  Buffer 
Knot  Oasts,  Is,  6d.  eac 


Devon  and  Yorkshire  Hackles 

New  Pattern  Beetles   

Hercules  Casts  


Is.  6d.  dozen. 
2b.  Od.  dozen. 
Is.  3d.  each. 


FLIES  ■  doz 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


NO  MORE  BULKY  PISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH 

Length  5  inches,  Widlli  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts, 
Flifs,  Hooks,  and,  though  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room  in 
the  pocket,  and  having  turned  down  leather 
flaps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has  solid  leather 
backs  and  waterproof  vegetable  leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size,  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
"    "  irs,  or 


WILLIAM  B IRK ET, 

LORD  ST.,  PRE5T0N. 

Wholes.vle  Agents: 
S    AI.I.COCK  &  CO.,  BEDDITCH 


MAPLE  &  CO 

The  "  RUSSELL"  SHUTTER-FRONT  WRITING  THOLE 


The  "BUSSELL"  WBITINO  TABLE  in  Oak,  with  panelled 
Bides  and  back,  and  having  nninerous  fitted  drawers,  pigeon-holes, 
glides,  Ac,  the  whole  automatically  closing  with  one  operation, 
4ft.  2in  JB6    6  0 

Beyolvino  Chaib  to  match   126 

"  The  '  Enssell'  Table  is  jnst  the  thing  for  a  busy  and  oft-interrupted 
man."— D.Q.S. 

The  Largest  Selection  of  Furniture 

For  Libraries,  Offices,  Board  and  Committee  Rooms,  Banks, 
and  Consulting  Rooms  in  the  World. 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD  LONDON  &  PARIS 


BENETFINKt 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Ee^iuisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"  Tied  by  Holland." 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS, 

3Yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1  -  each,  10  -  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted  -  -  from  2 '5 
HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING       -      -       „  12  6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish  »     7  ■ 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  „    5  6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  -      -      -      -      „    9  6 
Large  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9iffc.,  10ft., 

and  lOift.   21  - 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  -      -  21  - 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Bntt,  3  Tops  21  - 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  -  21  - 

OJ^-T-A-X-OG-XTESS    I»ost  E'ree. 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C. 


WILLIAMS'S 

Ten  Awards 
J  Merit. 

All  Rods  and  Tackle  Made  and  Repaired  on  the  Premises. 


F.  T.  WILLIAMS  &  CO.,  10,  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.C. 

Established  1828.  Catalogues  sent  Gratis. 


FISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE!. 

JACK  RODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  33.  9d. ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  53.  6d.  to 
6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Bod,  10ft.  Bin.,  12s.  6d. ;  do.,  double  brazed,  143.  Gd.  to  2l8.6d. 

EEELS. — Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3^in.,  Is.  9d.  ;  4in.,  2s.  6d. ;  movable  check,  4b.  ; 

4in.,  5a. ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in.,  6s.  6d.  ;  4in.,  98  6d. ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  3in.,  2s.  6d. 

LINES  (waterproof). — Plaited  sUk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
20  yards,  7d. ;  Tanned,  8d.  ;  GO  yards,  2s.    Cable  Laid  Cord,  50  yards,  7id. 

TRACES,  Gut  or  Gimp.— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d. ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7d. 
SNAPS,  <fcc.— Ryder's,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  2Jd. ;  Jardine's,  3d.;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  Ijd.  each; 
Is.  3d.  per  dozen. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  Gd.  each,  very  best  quality ;  Silver  Plaited,  from  Is. ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
Gossamer,  8d.    Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  an  all  Orders.    All  Orders  must  be  accompanied  hy  a  remittance, 

W.  HEfflENS  (late  A.  BULMER),  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD,  S.W. 

(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 
O  A.  T  A.  HmO  C3r  XT  E:  S     T»  O  S  1*  Ffl.Z3£3. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 


BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  SUPPLY. 


The  Price  List  (gratis)  oontaina  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Roach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chnb,  Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &c.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOB   FISHERY,   CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

N.B, — Special  Lines  in  Rainboiva,  Cory,  Fish.  Food,  Orowid-bait,and  Perfection  Carriers, 
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influentiil  residents  in  their  respective  localities,  are 
cordially  co-operating  with  a  view  to  a  national  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  sufferers.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  has 
consented  to  cp in  and  suppoi-t  a  fund.  Bis  dat  qui  cito 
dat,  ard  a  fund  has  he^n  already  started,  of  which  Mr. 
W.  E.  T.  Bolitho  is_  treasurer.  The  editor  of  the  Cornish 
Telegrapli  will  receive  subscriptions.  Surely  we  who  fish 
for  our  own  sport  and  pleasure  only  can  spare  something 
for  those  who  depend  upon  fish  for  a  livelihood,  and  help 
to  pay  the  terrible  cost  of  this  storm. 

 >»»♦ <  

It  will  be  of  interest  to  anglers  residing  in  the  districts 
of  Batters^a,  Ciapham,  Stockwell,  Brixton,  &c.,  to  know 
that  the  L  B.  and  S.C.R.  have,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  W.  J, 
Wade,  added  Ciapham  Junction  to  the  stations  from  which 
anglers'  tickets  can  be  obtained  after  June  15. 


The  S.W.  Railway  have  also  added  to  the  list  Cobham 
from  Ciapham  Junction,  and  Leatherhead  and  Cobham 
from  Vauxhall  and  Hammersmith ;  also  Leatherhead, 
Chertsey,  and  Egham  from  Richmond. 


"  Rambles  in  Kent  "  was  the  title  of  a  lantern  lecture 
delivered  on  Tuesday  evening  last  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers'  A.S.  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern.  The  room  was 
crowded  to  excess.  Host  G.  H.  Shepherd  and  Secretary 
Conn  did  their  best  to  wool-"  pack"  the  meeting,  and  the 
word  "  fuccees  "  was  writ  large.  Mr.  A.  B.  Clarke  (host 
of  the  Peckham  Brothers)  presided.  The  lantern  was 
admirably  manipulated,  and  the  views  (which  had  all  been 
photographed  and  made  into  slides  by  Mr.  Wade)  cxme 
out  beautifully  clear  and  distinct. 


The  lecturer  kept  up  a  running  fire  as  view  after  view 
appeared  upon  the  screen,  describing  the  beauties  and 
fishing  capabilities  of  the  various  places  he  had  visited  on 
angling  intent,  amongst  which  were  Ramsgate,  Deal, 
Margate,  Dover,  Broadstairs,  Minster,  Canterbury,  Grove 
Ferry,  Sturry,  the  fishing  in  the  river  Stour  at  the  two 
latter  places  being  particularly  described,  also  Chilham, 
Sandwich,  &c.  A  hearty  vote  of  tbanis  was  unanimously 
accorded  to  ihe  lecturer  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd,  and  his  health  drank  with  musical  honours. 

Then  the  lantern  was  cleared,  the  screen  removed,  and 
more  room  made.  (Mr.  Shepherd,  you  must  have  a 
larger  sack  your  wool  to  pack  !)  Then  the  band  played, 
and  right  well.  The  artists  were  Misa  Horton  (who  was 
in  splendid  voice  and  rendered  her  fervioes  gratuitoudy), 
Messrs.  Harry  Payne,  Will  Musgrave,  J.  Hobbs,  J.  Smith, 
and  many  other  excellent  singers.  I  understand  it  was 
kept  goicg  as  late  as  possibla,  and  that  a  substantial 
coMection  was  made  for  the  A.B.S.  "  Rambles  in 
Bermondfey"  will  be  the  title  of  my  paper  before  the 
Bermondsey  Bantam's  Boys  (without  a  ]an':ern). 


At  Monday  evening's  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
Capt.  Thorp,  R.A  ,  related  the  oipture  of  a  pike,  which, 
when  weighed  by  the  gallant  captain  (not  ciptor),  scaled 
421b.  It  was  "found "  at  Pelbridge,  near  Bast  Grinstead. 
The  fish  was  in  very  poor  condition.  It  appears  that  the 
mill  dam  broke,  or  the  bank  broke,  or  something  broke, 
and  the  42  pounder  was  left  stranded  high  and  dry.  The 
fish  is  being  set  up,  and  will,  for  a  short  time,  be  on  view  at 
the  Piscatorial  Salon  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant. 

 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

Mr.  William  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  and  Flint 
Cottage,  Barton  Mills,  informs  me  that  the  trout  fishing 
has  improved  in  the  Lark  during  the  last  few  days.  A 
brace  of  pretty  trout  were  taken  at  Icklingham  on  (he  15th. 
One  good  fish  of  nearly  41b.  was  taken  at  Mildenhall  on 
Tuesday,  by  Mr  Frank  Large  ;  a  brace  were  taken  near  the 
Lock  at  Barton  Mills,  rather  small,  but  in  good  condition. 
I  had  a  long  walk  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  last,  nearly 
all  the  length  of  the  river,  and  I  am  well  pleased  with 
the  number  of  trout  I  saw,  also  roach  and  dace,  &o. 
There  will  be  some  good  fishing  now  the  navigation  is 
opened  to  Temple  Bridge.  Gangs  of  barges  laden  with 
stone  are  going  up  and  down,  so  that  the  bed  of  the  river 
■will  soon  get  well  dredged.  Up  to  the  present  time,  since 
the  opening  day  (April  1),  there  baa  been  over  ten  brace 
of  good  fish  taken,  so  that,  considering  the  weather, 
angling  for  trout  cinnot  find  much  fault.  Mr.  Howea,  at 
Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  has  baits  ready  for  his  patrons. 
 >  »  »  ♦  <  

Fishing  on  the  river  Lark  at  Barton  Mills  on  Saturday 
and  Monday  last,  Mr.  W.  Howes,  of  the  Bull  Hotel,  caught 
three  trout;  the  largest  5Jlb.,  the  others  just  over  21b. 
He  writes  :  "  I  am  convinced  that  any  good  angler  fly- 
fishing would  have  captured  some  of  the  beauties  which  I 
saw  on  Tuesday.  1  wish  I  was  more  experienced  with  the 
fly-rod."  [All  right,  Mr.  Howes,  I've  got  my  rods,  I've 
got  my  flies,  and  I'll  have  some  trout  as  well !] 


While  talking  of  "  Barton  Mills  "  (this  is  not  an  advt., 
but  a  genuine  tip),  Mrs.  Howes  has  a  very  comfortable, 
well  furnished  cottage,  which  she  can  let  for  503.  a  month. 
Everything  in  the  garden — and  in  the  house — is  "  all 
right."    It  is  close  to  the  "  Bull  "  and  the  water. 

>  »  «  ♦  <  

Mb.  a.  R.  Matthews  was  at  the  annual  general 
meeting,  re-elected  honorary  reporter  to  the  Anglers' 
Association. 


The  "Architectural  Review"  for  April  is  a  truly 
magnificent  number.  "  Disappearing  London  "  is  now  a 
feature  of  this  magazine,  and  the  picture  of  King-street, 


Westminster,  is  as  clever  as  anything  Mr.  P.  L.  Emanuel 
has  done.  There  is  a  remarkably  interesting  article  on 
"The  Home  Doors,  of  England,"  and  another  one  on 
"  The  Church  and  Village  in  North  Devon."  The  Archi- 
teciural  Revietv  appeals  to  the  general  reader  as  well  as 
to  those  connected  with  the  arts  and  crafts. 


The  T.  a.  N.  for  April  is,  as  usual,  bright,  readable, 
and  up  to  date.  The  portrait  of  an  enthusiastic  angler. 
Dr.  J.  W.  Turrell,  M.A.,  M.D.,  adorns  the  frontpage, 
and  two  columns  of  the  doctor's  exp3riences  and  opinions 
form  interesting  reading.  Other  good  things  are  "  A 
French  Fishing  Party,"  "Dorsjtshire  Jack  Fishing," 
"Thames  Trout  Fishing,"  "Barbel  Fishing,"  by  the 
veteran,  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  ;  but  from  cover  to  cover 
the  T.  .1.  N.  is  emphatically  "  all  right." 

 >♦♦■»<  

Anothee  little  paper,  the  Cliib  Chronicle,  of  the 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A.S.,' also  deserves  notica.  It 
contains  a  mass  of  notes  interesting  to  members,  club 
notices,  and  last  but  not  least  the  continuation  of  Mr. 
Jardine's  article  on  "  Pike  and  Perch." 


The  latest  attraction  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  is  the 
great  fight  between  Sharkey  and  McCoy,  which  was  fought 
at  New  York,  in  January  last.  The  films  used  in  the 
Cineograph  are  so  clear  that  the  whole  contest  can  b3 
seen,  and  the  machine  works  so  steadily  that  no 
unpleasant  vibration  takes  place.  The  general  show  is  as 
good  as  ever. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Thames  Re-Stocking 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday,  the  24th  inst.,  at 
Carr's  Restaurant,  265,  Strand,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
president,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Biokerdyke  "),  will  be 
present,  and  the  committee  trust  that  all  anglers  who  are 
interested  in  the  scheme  for  establishing  a  fish  hatchery 
on  the  Tharnes  will  attend.  The  first  annual  dinner  of 
the  association  will  be  held  on  May  9,  at  Carr's 
Restaurant.  Tickets  (43.  6d.  each)  may  be  obtained  from 
the  hon.  secretary,  M.  H.  G.  Hankins,  Hampden  House, 
Phoenix-street,  N.W. 


The  Twickenham  Piscatorials  are  inaugurating  a  series 
of  monthly  meetings,  to  discuss  rods,  reels,  lines,  and 
floats,  steam  tugs,  swans,  punts,  and  boats.  [The  comps. 
made  your  "monthly"  meetings  "mother's"  meeting. 
Jack,  they're  beginning  to  know  you  !] 
 y-t-^-^  

I  regret  to  hear  that  two  of  my  fellow  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  who  have  been  fishing  at  Southend,  are  now 
suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  hepatico-cerchreosistosis 
in  the  hypersistioal  membrane  of  the  anterior  lobe  of  the 
dexter  cerebellum,  or  some  distressing  malady  of  the  sort, 
caused  by  an  overdose  of  laughter  while  attending  the 
performance  of  "  Naughty  Rosina"  at  the  Empire  Theatre 
in  that  town.  I  know  the  cure  for  their  complaint.  Next 
time  I  see  them  afloat  I  shall  Beach  'em. 

 >*»•»<  

G.  0.  R.  Lummey  enquires  it  Truth  and  the  Fishing 
Gazette  come  from  the  same  ofFce.  Certainly  not.  Truth 
emanates  from  Carteret-street,  Westminster,  whilst,  as 
all  the  world  knows,  the  home  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is 
in  Fetter-lane. 


_  The  compiler  of  a  new  collection  of  "  yarns,"  under  the 
title  of  "  Fish  Stories  "  (London  :  Simpkin,  Marshal),  and 
Co.,  Ltd.),  pays  a  high  tribute,  in  his  introduction,  to  the 
peculiar  gifts  of  one  of  our  old  contributors.  He  says  : 
"  The  fish  liar  is  woefully  lacking  in  imagination — he  is 
not  to  be  compared  to  liars  in  other  branches  of  sport. 
There  are  one  or  two  good  story-tellers  in  America,  but 
since  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt,  only  one,  so 
far  as  we  know,  in  England,  Mr.  Carter  Platts,  the 
Angling  Editor  of  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post,  whose 
Angling  done  Here,  and  A  Few  Smiles,  are  excellent 
examples  of  his  works." 



Here  is  one  of  the  genial  "  W.  C.  P.'s  "  yarns  that  the 
"  Pish  Stories  "  man  presses  into  his  work  ;  "  One  of  our 
cycling  men  did  a  bit  of  fishing  in  the  river  here  the  other 
day,  and  when  he  mounted  his  machine  to  return  home 
the  handle-bar  was  decorated  with  a  handkerchief  con- 
taining some  remarkably  fine  eels.  He  didn't  ride  far 
before  the  tyre  of  his  front  wheel  came  off,  and  while  he 
got  off  his  iron  steed  to  investigate  the  amount  of  the 
damage,  one  of  the  largest  eels  glided  out  of  the  handker- 
chief, and  dropped  on  the  groove  of  the  wheel,  which 
it  completely  encircled,  and  stuck  there  as  though  the 
berth  suited  it.  Our  friend  was  startled  at  first,  but  he  is 
a  practical  man,  and  knows  a  good  thing  when  he  sees  it. 
So,  letting  well  alone,  he  stuck  the  tail  of  the  eel  in  its 
rnouth  ;  and  the  greedy  beggar,  in  trying  to  swallow  itself, 
tightened  more  and  more  round  the  wheel,  and  the  cyclist 
rode  home  on  his  new  tyre.  He  says,  for  '  resilience  '  and 
'  go '  the  Dunlop  pneumatic  isn't  in  it  with  the  'patent 
eel  tyre.'  The  only  fault  he  can  find  is  the  fishy  aroma 
imparted  to  the  circumambient  air  when  he  goes  for  a 
spin  on  his  machine.  The  eel  is  not  dead  yet,  and,  it  is 
hoped,  with  careful  using,  may  last  throughout  the  season." 

By  the  way,  readers  of  Mr,  Carter  Platts's  side-splitter, 
"  The  Tuttlebury  Tales,"  which  has  already  gone 
through  five  editions,  will  hail  with  delight  the  news  that 
the  publishers  have  in  hand  a  companion  volume  to  the 
"  Tales,"  which  will  be  issued  shortly,  under  the  title  of 
"  The  Tuttlebdry  Trouble.'!."  At  present  "  W.  C.  P." 
is  hard  at  work  on  a  new  illustrated  sixpenny  humorous 
annual,  the  first  number  of  which  will  be  published  in 


October,  under  the  title  of  "Carter  Platts's  Rolling 
Year."  From  what  I  can  hear  about  it,  it  will  be 
crammed  with  the  humorist's  best  eilorts. 


A  committee  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  on  Tuesday  next, 
to  consider  the  revision  of  the  rules.  Members  who  have  any 
suggestion  which  they  would  like  to  make  in  regard  to 
them  should  send  it  to  the  hon.  sec.  before  that  date. 


Mr.  Gorden  Hooper,  while  trout  fishing  at  Temple 
Lock,  near  Marlow,  Bucks.,  on  April  6,  caught  three  jack, 
about  41b.  each,  and  also  two  chub,  one  about  4 Jib.,  all 
of  which  were  carefully  returned  none  the  worse  for 
being  caught. 

 >*■*•*  <  

Mr.  W.  H.  Rogers,  of  Beading,  writing  under  date  of 
April  10,  says  :  "  A  handsome  trout  of  over  6lb.  was  taken 
this  morning  in  Caversham  weir  pool,  by  the  lock-keeper, 
Walter  Knight." 


The  following  announcement  has  been  received  from 
Lewes  signed  C.  H.  Morris,  hon.  sec.  :  "  Ouse  Angling 
Preservation  Society.  A  large  number  of  rainbow  trout 
having  lately  been  put  into  the  river,  notice  is  hereby 
given  that  the  following  regulations  are  in  force,  for  this 
year  :  '  All  trout  captured  between  the  mills  at  Barcombe 
are  to  be  returned  to  the  river.'  '  In  order  to  encourage 
the  increase  of  trout,  the  close  time  for  pike  does  not 
apply  to  this  stretch  of  water,'  " 



Several  anglers  would  not  recognise  in  our  announce- 
ment of  the  death,  which  took  place  on  April  13,  his 
fifty-seventh  birthday,  of  Mr.  Henry  William  Cushing. 
It  was,  unfortunately,  mis-spelt  "  Cusping."  After  having 
been,  for  some  fifteen  years,  associated  with  Italian  and 
English  opera,  Mr.  Gushing  joined,  in  1875,  Sir  Henry 
Irving's  Lyceum  company,  of  which  he  continued  a 
member  until  his  death.  He  visited  the  States,  under 
Col.  Mapleson,  eighteen  years  ago,  and  has  since  been 
there  three  times  with  Sir  H.  Irving.  His  son,  known 
as  "  Mr.  Wilton  Heriot,"  is  the  joint  author  with  Mr. 
Mark  Ambient  of  "  A  Little  Ray  of  Sunshine,"  now 
being  played  at  the  Royalty  Theatre.  The  funeral  took 
place  on  Saturday  last  in  Wandsworth  Cemetery. 

Mr.  F.  Holden,  the  energetic  and  popular  manager  of 
the  Canterbury  Theatre  of  Varieties,  Westminster  Bridge- 
road,  sends  a  most  interesting  and  artistic  souvenir  of  the 
Easter  company  at  that  house  of  entertainment.  It  com- 
prises a  portrait  of  Mr.  Adney  Payne  and  a  photographic 
group  of  all  the  artistes  engaged.  In  the  middle  of  the 
group  is  the  serenely  solemn  face  of  Dan  L?no,  surrounded 
by  a  host  of  brother  and  sister  entertainers,  with  a  useful 
key  to  the  likenesses.  The  list  is  so  tempting  that  Mrs. 
Drag  and  I  intend  to  make  a  "  Canterbury  Pilgrimage" 
at  the  earliest  opportunity ;  but  we  shall  not  go  in  the 
orthodox  way,  "  on  ambling  palfrey  borne  " — not  much — 
a  ha'penny  'bus  will  do  us.  Besides,  we  are  neither  of  us 
fliers  at  equitation.    Thank  you,  Mr.  Holden. 

)  »  t  «  ( 

is  is  a  little  "  Debate  "  by  "  Kryptos  "  : 

A  man,  no  friend  of  mine  was  he. 

Was  railing  at  the  sport. 
' '  No  angler  did  I  ever  see 

Bebaving  as  he  ought. 
Roach-fishers  I  adjudge  the  worst 
Before  my  notice  brought !  " 

"  Your  words  proclaim  your  lack  of  Eense," 

I  calmly  told  him  then, 
"  For  though  I  fear  you're  very  dense 

Nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
You'll  notice  that  the  bait  they  use 
Declares  them  gentle-men  !  " 


A  CORRESPONDENT  scnds  the  following:  "  A  few  days 
since,  a  young  mac,  named  Robert  Walton,  employed  as 
engine  cleaner  at  the  sausage  works  of  Mr.  William 
Harris,  of  West  Smrthfield,  bought  a  secondhand  overcoat 
from  an  old  Jew  in  the  Holloway-road  for  3s.,  and  being 
rather  long  for  him,  his  wife,  on  Monday  afternoon,  was 
employed  removing  the  stitches  at  the  bottom  of  the 
garment,  in  order  to  shorten  it,  when  she  came  upon, 
sewn  in  the  inner  lining  of  the  coat,  six  £a  Bank  of 
England  notes.  The  notes  evidently,  judging  from  their 
dirty  condition,  had  been  in  their  hiding  place  soifie 
considerable  time,  but  how  they  got  there  remains  a 
complete  mystery.  On  the  back  of  one  of  the  notes 
was  written,  in  red  ink,  '  Comedian,  Charles  Colley,  1892,' 
and  on  another,  in  pencil  writing,  was  '  1894,  Ostend, 
Belgium.' " 


Boy  :  "  Is  there  any  virtue  in  oysters,  pa  ?  "  Pa  :  "  Yes, 
my  boy,  a  lot."  Boy:  "  And  do  they  make  those  who  eat 
them  virtuous,  pa  ?  "  Pa  ;  "  Here  !  You  run  along  and 
play,  and  don't  ask  silly  questions." 


The  Oloheoi  Wednesday  last  contains  a  most  interesting 
"  turn-over  "  on  "  Tobacco  Reminiscences,"  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Gale.  Throughout  it  praises  the  fragrant 
weed  most  highly,  and  amongst  its  other  good  things  is  the 
following  :  "  Very  many  of  our  great  men  have  been  con- 
stant smokers:  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Izaak  Walton,  who 
recommends  his  disciples  after  laying  down  their  ground, 
bait  to  retire  for  a  while  and  smoke  a  pipe  of  tobacco ; 
Addison,  Thackeray,  Tennyson,  Carlyle,  George  Bidder, 
Robert  Stephenson,  and  Brunei  all  were  inveterate 
smokers."  '£o  this  list  future  generations  will  probably 
add  the  name  of  ,  Dragnet,  ^ 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Me.  E.  McFee  presided  over  Monday's  meeting,  when 
there  was  a  large  gathering  of  members  present.  Sport, 
however,  in  the  society's  waters  had  been  of  the  worst 
possible  description,  only  one  small  fish  having  been  tiken 
at  [Jxbridge,  and  none  on  either  the  Kennet  or  Moor 
streams.  Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes  had  two  trout  on  at  the  first 
named  place,  but,  thanks  to  an  absolutely  pointless  hook, 
failed  to  hold  either.  Mr-  E.  C.  Blundeil  thought  that 
the  new  water  was  very  much  later  than  the  other  portions 
of  the  Colne.  There  had  been  no  rise  of  fly,  and  the  fish 
would  not  feed.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  question  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  postpone  the  opening  of  the 
trout  season  until  May  1.  Mr.  E.  Bradford,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  visit  there,  had  only  caught  "  a  half  crown 
lunch  at  the  Chequers,  and  an  eightpenny  tea  at  the 
Temple."  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  varied  the  monotony  of 
doleful  tales  of  sport,  or  rather,  lack  of  it,  by  mentioning 
that  he  had  fished  a  private  part  of  the  Lambonrn  on 
Saturday,  and  had  creeled  eight  brace  of  trout.  He 
retained  but  two  fish  for  post-mortem  purposes,  and 
discovered  that  one  was  full  of  flies  and  the  other  of  water 
shrimp.  The  bigger  fish  were  somewhat  thin  and  lanky, 
but  the  smaller  ones  were  in  good  condition.  The  doctor 
also  said  that  he  had  seen  a  very  fine  Thames  trout,  which 
had  been  taken  spinning  in  the  Shiplake  district,  weighing 
"lb.  It  was  the  finest  specimen  of  a  real  old  Thames  fish 
he  had  ever  looked  at.  Capt.  A.  H.  Thorp  gave  par- 
ticulars of  the  stranding,  below  a  mill  pool,  of  a  huge 
421b.  pike,  which  is  referred  to  in  another  column.  Mr. 
H.  H.  Brown  read  some  amusing  excerpts  from  a  French 
paper,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  restrictions  to 
spinning  with  a  spoon  bait  in  certain  French 
rivers  had  been  modified  to  the  extent  that  anglers 
could  employ  it,  provided  they  used  a  float  with  it !  Again, 
in  the  glorj;  of  their  power  the  three  prefets  of  the  Nord, 
pas  de  Calais,  and  Somme  had  issued  a  notice  that  trout 
fishing  would  be  forbidden  from  April  15  to  June  15.  Of 
course  the  editor  of  La  Peche  Moderne  said  a  few  words 
and  sobbed  his  life  out.  "  SarceUe,"  in  the  Field,  how- 
ever, had  written  stating  that  a  portion  of  this  ukase  had 
been  removed,  and  that  they  were  now  going  to  fish.  Mr, 
Lefevre  kindly  translated  some  interesting  extracts  from 
the  same  journal  for  the  benefit  of  the  company.  Several 
members  who  had  been  to  Uxbridge  for  the  first  time 
spoke  very  highly  of  the  water  there.     M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Holborn 
Eestaurant  on  Wednesday,  April  19,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  Edward 
McFee  in  the  chair.  Members  present  reported  poor 
sport.  As  previously  announced,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilcocks 
read  his  j>aper  on  "Sea  Fishing  at  Shoreham."  The 
lecturer  briefly  gave  descriptions  of  the  various  baits  used 
at  this  station.  He  specially  recommended  the  soft  crab, 
and  recommended  preserving  them  in  the  courgee  or  float- 
ing bait  basket.  Speaking  of  the  sand  eel,  the  lecturer 
recommended  that  two  whitebait  nets  be  licensed  for 
citching  whitebaits  and  sand  eels  in  Shoreham  Harbour,  as 
the  latter  was  the  marvellous  bait  for  pollack  and 
bass.  Speaking  of  the  latter  fish,  the  lecturer  mentioned 
that  very  large  tpecimena  were  to  be  taken  up  to  181b.,  but 
that  the  largest  he  himself  had  killed  was  14Jlb.  He  then 
briefly  described  the  lest  situations,  times  of  tides,  &c. 
As  regards  pollack,  the  lecturer  pointed  out  that  vrith  living 
sand  eel  large  quantities  of  these  fish  can  be  taken  at  the 
Billy  Boy  wreck.  To  obtain  sand  eels,  the  lecturer  advised 
a  jigging  arrangement  of  a  triangle  and  a  pipe  lead,  and 
mentioned  that  he  had  procured  by  this  method  forty  one 
day  for  use  as  bait.  Conger  also,  he  mentioned,  were  to 
be  taken  on  the  rocks  just  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbour. 
Red  sea  bream  he  had  not  met  with  in  this  district, 
although  the  black  sea  bream  is  very  common.  Good  cod 
may  also  be  taken  on  the  rough  ground  close  in  shore.  An 
interesting  discussion  took  place  on  the  paper,  in  which 
Messrs.  Minchin,  Wood,  Mallet,  Preston,  Gardner,  Linfoot, 
and  the  hon.  sec.  took  part.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  proposed  from  the  chair  to  the  lecturer,  and  cariied  by 
acclamation.  Mr.  Lewis  asked  for  information  about 
SkuU  and  Baltimore,  Irish  fishing  stations.  Mr.  Lane 
recommended  Clacton  as  a  good  station  for  bass,  which 
were  in  fine  quantity  round  the  pier  in  July.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Pattkrson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  an  ordinary  meeting  Mr.  A.  J.  Sanders  occupied  the 
chair.  It  was  decided  to  at  once  remit  the  entrance  fee  to 
the  National  Angling  Club's  competition  on  Loch  Leven, 
and  it  is  the  opportune  moment  in  which  nominations  to 
represent  the  society  at  that  competition  can  be  taken. 
Members  are  requested  to  at  once  let  the  secretary  know 
as  to  whether  they  intend  to  be  present  at  the  dinner  or 
not,  and  also  as  to  the  number  of  tickets  they  will  require. 
Dinner  takes  place  next  Tuesday,  6..30  for  7,  at  the  above 
address,  when  C.  H.  Cook,  Esq.  ("John  Bickerdyke  "), 
will  take  the  chair.  Please  rally  round,  Greshamites. 
Fishing  reports  :  Mr.  Close,  two  brace  trout,  Chesham, 
largest  fish  IJlb.,  a  beautiful  well-fed  fish;  the  other 
three  were  Ireturned  to  the  water.  Mr.  Eldred, 
one  brace  trout  from  Chesham,  returned;  Mr.  Meyers, 
a  _  fine  trout  from  the  Thames  of  71b. ;  Mr. 
Bridgman,  one  brace  of  trout  from  private  waters, 
returned.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  then  gave  us  an  ad- 
mirable paper  entitled,  "  Improvements  in  Sea  Tackle." 
He  described  the  growth  of  sea  angling  generally,  and 
stated  that  this  society  was  the  pioneer  of  sea  fishing  with 
rod  and  line.  He  described  the  various  methods  used  in 
catching  fish  in  the  early  days  of  the  society,  in  which  he 
took  a  prominent  part.    He  exhibited  various  kinds  of 


rods  and  tackle  for  fishing  in  and  about  the  various  sea- 
port towns  of  this  seagirt  isle.  Several  of  these  rods,  and 
some  of  the  tackle  used  with  them,  were  made  entirely  to 
Mr.  Parker's  own  idea.  Mr  Parker  is  a  great  believer  in 
using  wire  lines  in  preference  to  the  hemp  lines  generally 
used.  He  is  now  having  made  some  phosphor  bronze 
twisted  lines,  and  believes  that  in  the  future  these  wiO  be 
the  only  lines  used  by  rod  anglers,  because  one  can  fish 
with  so  much  lighter  a  lead  than  with  the  ordinary  lines, 
thus  making  sea  angling  more  pleasurable  than  of  yore. 
He  also  recommended  using  a  whalebone  top  to  the  rod. 
A  lot  of  useful  information  was  derived  by  the  members 
present,  and  at  the  close  of  the  paper  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  the  lecturer  for  his  most  interesting 
and  instructive  paper.  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  the 
name  of  any  gentleman  who  would  kindly  offer  to  read  a 
paper  before  the  society,  we  have  one  or  two  vacant  dates 
on  the  programme.  The  usual  toasts  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  concluded  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

Alex.  Weight  (Hon.  Sec). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  this  flourishing  associa- 
tion was  held  on  Monday  night,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  Philip  Geen,  at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell. 
There  was  a  crowded  attendance  of  delegates,  a  number 
being  only  able  to  find  standing  room.  The  statement  of 
accounts  and  balance-sheet  for  the  past  year  were  pre- 
sented by  the  auditors — Messrs.  J.  Bowles- West,  E.  G. 
Woodruff,  and  W.  H.  Barber — and  printed  copies  of  the 
same  were  distributed  in  the  room.  The  expenditure,  it 
appeared,  had  amounted  to  £492  4s.  6d.,  and  among  some 
items  set  forth  were^the  following  ; 

£      B.  d. 

By  rent  of  Grand  Junction  Canal  and  four- 
teen other  fisheries    113   5  4 

,,  Preservation,    local    water  -  bailiffs' 

salaries    ...     67  10  0 

,,  Nettings    (Tottenham   and  Clissold 

Park)    94  16  10 

„  Salaries    99  14  8 

The  receipts  included  3712  railway  privilege  tickets  at 
2s.— £371  43. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Sparling  (West  Green  A. S.)  proposed  that  the 
balance-sheet  be  passed.  He  said  he  thought  it  a  very 
satisfactory  one  indeed,  considering  the  large  amount  of 
expenditure  in  connection  with  netting  matters,  but  not- 
withstanding that,  they  had  a  balance  of  £105  10s.  9Jd. 
Mr.  F.  Thorling  (St.  John's)  seconded  the  resolution  with 
much  pleasure.  Discussion  arose  with  reference  to  one  or 
two  documents  which  had  not  reached  the  auditors,  but  it 
was  stated  by  those  gentlemen,  in  reply  to  the  chairman, 
that  the  balance-sheet  was  perfectly  correct.  Mr.  J.  B. 
Close  (finance  committee)  suggested  that  it  should  be 
referred  back,  while  accepting  it  as  correct,  to  the  auditors, 
and  this  was  eventually  agreed  to.  The  association  is 
leaving  its  old  home  at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  and  a  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  to  seek  out  some  other  suitable 
headquarters.  Mr.  A.  J.  Marriott  (Waltonians)  now 
stated  that,  as  a  result  of  their  inquiries,  they  had 
met  with  a  place  which,  he  believed,  would  be  very 
suitable  for  their  meetings.  That  was  the  Cripple- 
gate  Institute,  in  Golden-lane,  Barbican.  They  had 
seen  the  room,  which  was  a  very  well-lighted  and 
spicious  one.  Mr.  Frei  stated  that  he  had  made  inquiries 
as  to  the  delegates  smoking,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
governors  would  agree  to  that.  At  any  rate,  they  should 
want  that  matter  satisfactorily  settled  before  taking  the 
room.  The  vice-president  (Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett)  said  he 
thought  the  institute  was  as  close  to  Aldersgate-street 
Station  as  their  present  meeting  place.  Mr.  F.  Newton 
(Hoxton  Brothers)  detailed  his  efforts  to  find  a  suitable 
meeting  house,  but  without  result.  The  rent  had  been 
either  too  dear  or  the  rooms  were  not  in  suitable  positions. 
Mr.  F.  Thorling  said  that  Mr.  T.  Keeble,  of  the  Coffee 
Pot,  Warwick-lane,  on  hearing  that  the  association  was 
leaving  Foresters'  Hall,  had  offered  his  house  for  the  use 
of  the  association  until  such  time  as  accommodation  was 
found.  The  Chairman :  I  am  sure  that  is  very  kind  of  Mr. 
Keeble.  Eventually  the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  original  committee  to  deal  with,  and  to  take  the 
institute  room  if  suitable  arrangements  as  to  rent,  meeting 
hours,  smoking,  &c.,  could  be  made.  The  hope  was 
also  expressed  that  the  committee  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  would  meet  at  the  institute.  Mr. 
Beckett  said  in  the  selection  of  the  new  headquarters  they 
must  study  delegates  from  north,  east,  south,  and  west, 
atd  he  thought  the  position  of  the  institute  would  be  easy 
of  access  to  all. 

The  election  of  officers  thea  ensued,  and  resulted  as 
follows :  President,  Mr.  Philip  Geen ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Wright; 
trustees,  Messrs.  G.  H.  Field,  G.  Manning,  and  J.  Jen- 
nings ;  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Ghurney ;  hon.  reporter,  Mr.  A. 
E.  Matthews  (T/ie  Angler),  Tyler,  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams; 
renting  and  preservation  committee,  Messrs.  B.  Abrahams, 
E.  Clarke,  S.  Malby,  A.  A.  Matthews,  G.  Norris,  T.  C.  R. 
La  Mond,  F.  H.  Sparling,"  C.  Ashmore,  F.  Westoby,  F. 
Newton,  T.  Collins,  and  E.  Rowles;  finance  committee, 
Messrs.  J.  B.  Close,  F.  H.  Sparling,  J.  P.  West,  and 
R.  G.  Woodruff ;  general  committee,  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Barber,  E.  Brockett,  F.  Castell,  G.  Chamberlain,  E. 
Clarke,  W.  Ford,  J.  Gibbons,  J.  Harwood,  E.  Hunt,  8. 
Jones,  R.  Murphy,  S.  Malby,  F.  Newton,  G.  Norris,  F. 
H.  Sparling,  F.  Thorling,  J.  P.  West,  R.  G.  Woodruff, 
E.  Loft,  C.  Ashmore,  B.  Knight,  F.  Gray,  T.  R.  C.  La 
Mond,  and  G.  Beaumont;  visiting  officers,  Messrs. 
La  Mond,  Abrahams,  Manning,  Rowles,  and  Harris. 

The  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  Committee  was  also 
elected,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  being  elected  auditor. 

With  reference  to  the  netting  fund  inaugurated  by  the 
association,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  :  "  That  a 


committee  be  appointed  in  order  to  formulate  a  scheme 
for  the  disposal  of  the  netting  fund,  and  that  such  scheme 
be  laid  before  the  delegates  for  their  consideration."  The 
committee  will  consist  of  Messrs.  Wright,  West,  Barber, 
Thorling,  Sparling,  and  Frei.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  speak- 
ing in  connection  with  this  fund,  stated  that  he  had 
recently  been  present  at  the  Plumstead  Piscatorials'  annual 
dinner,  at  which  they  had  voted  £2  los.  towards  the  fund, 
and  also  £2  2s.  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  a  statement  which  was  received  with 
lond  applause. 

Mr.  Harwood  (Sundial)  remarked  that  it  was  tisual  at 
this  time  to  make  a  grant  to  the  T.  A.P.8.  Mr.  Ghurney, 
in  reply  to  the  chairman,  stated  that  up  to  then  no 
application  had  been  received  from  that  society. 

Mr.  Albert  Derry  (Prince  Albert  Angling  Society) 
handed  to  the  secretary  a  petition,  asking  the  L.  and 
N.W.R.  to  issue  privilege  tickets  from  Willesden  Junction, 
which,  after  being  duly  signed  on  behalf  of  the  association, 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  quarters. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Harris  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  dele- 
gates the  case  of  a  late  member  of  the  association  whose 
privilege  ticket  had  been  forfeited  six  years  ago  for  misuse. 
He  had  asked  him  to  bring  the  matter  forward,  referring 
to  the  punishment  he  had  experienced,  and  hoping  that 
after  that  lapse  of  time,  they  might  perhaps  re-issue  him 
his  ticket.  The  feeling  of  the  meeting  appeared  to  be  in 
favour  of  that  course  being  adopted,  providing  the  railway 
company  was  agreeable. 

Several  notices  of  motion  have.been  handed  in,  and  the 
meeting  at  a  late  hour  was  adjourned,  a  vote  of  thanks 
being  accorded  Mr.  Geen  for  presiding. 


THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

An  important  committee  meeting  of  the  above  associa- 
tion was  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  Strand,  on  April  14, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke  ")  presiding. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  on  April  24, 
and  the  annual  dinner  on  May  9.  Tickets  for  the  latter 
are  to  be  43.  6d.  each,  and  the  committee  resolved  that 
none  of  the  funds  of  the  association  (which  are  for 
re-stocking  purposes)  shall  be  spent  for  the  purpose  of 
entertainment. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  stated  that  he  had  had  promises  of 
assistance  from  Members  of  Parliament  and  others  towards 
the  proposed  fish  hatchery  on  the  Thames.    He  thought 
it  probable  that  if  a  hatchery  was  built  suffioiently  large  to 
supply  fish  for  the  whole  of  the  Thames,  and  not,  as  was 
once  suggested,  for  a  part  of  the  river,  the  cost  wuuld  be 
about  £500.    'This  would  involve  the  permanent  service  of 
an  experienced  official  to  superintend  the  hatching  of  the 
ova  and  looking  after  and  feed  the  fish,  which  would  be 
placed  in  ponds  until  they  were  a  respectable  size.  It 
would  cost  about  £200  a  year  to  keep  the  hatchery  going. 
He  had  written  to  the  up-river  associations  asking  if  they 
would  join  the  T.R.A.  in  this  matter.    In  return  for  any 
subscription  that  they  might  propose  to  forward  they 
would  be  supplied  to  the  full  extent  of  their  donation  with 
fish  from  the  hatchery.     They  would  then  get  Thames 
hatched  fish  for  the  Thames.     (Hear,  hear.)     He  had 
seen  the  futility  of    little  experiments,  and  if  they 
undertook   the   work   it  must   be   on   a   big  ecile. 
He  proposed  that  a  council  of  the  T.R.A.  be  formed 
especially  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Thames 
hatchery.    The  Hon.  Justice  Bucknill  had  promised  to 
join  and  help  them.    The  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  M.P., 
stated  that  he  would  be  happy  to  join  the  council  and 
would  sabscribe  £5  a  year  to  the  funds.    Mr.  T.  Skewes- 
Cox,  M.P.,  for  the  Kingston  Division  of  Surrey,  wrote  that 
the  work  which  the  T.R.A.  had  undertaken  was  of  great 
interest  to  him,  and  he  (Mr.  Cook)  was  to  signify  in  such  a 
manner  as  he  thought  best  Mr.  Skewes-Cox's  appreciation 
of  the  steps  that  were  proposed  to  be  taken  with  a  view  to 
the  establishment  of  the  hatchery  for  the  Thames.  Mr. 
W.  G.  Mount,  M.P.,  had  also  written,  wishing  success  to 
the  scheme.    Mr.  R.  A.  Hermon  Hodge,  M.P.,  wrote  that 
he  was  in  favour  of  the  hatchery  scheme  and  would  give  an 
annual  subscription.    Mr.  H.  T.  Glutton  had  also  promised 
a  guinea  a  year,  and  had  sent  his  first  donation.    He  (Mr. 
Cook)  had  also  been  endeavouring  to  get  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  to  interest  themselves  in  the 
matter,  and  had  received  the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Higgins  :  "  Your  letter  upon  the  question  of  fish  culture 
in  the  Thames  has  been  fully  considered  at  a  meeting  of 
the  executive,  and  I  am  desired  to  inform  you  that  the 
society  does  not  feel  justified  in  making  the  promise  you 
suggest  as  to  supplying  funds  for  the  proposed  hatchery. 
Experts  like  Buckland,  Francis,  Stephen  Ponder,  and 
others,    years   ago,  raised  substantial  funds,  devoted 
enormous  energy  and  ample  time,  without  appreciable 
effect,  after  years  of  expense  and  anxious  thought  and 
close  application  to  the  object  in  view."    In  reply  to  this, 
said  Mr.  Cook,  I  wrote  as  follows:  "  Than!^  for  your 
letter  relating  to  the  proposed  fish  hatchery.    I  may  say 
at  once  I  am  well  aware  that  the  work  carried  on  by 
Buckland,  Ponder,  and  others  showed  very  poor  results ; 
but  there  were  good  reasons  for  this.    In  the  first  place 
fish  culture  was  compiratively  little  known  in  those  days, 
and  the  mistake  was  made  (for  it  has  proved  a  mistake 
since)  of  placing  in  the  Thames  fry  of  salmon  and  trout. 
To  continue  the  work  on  these  lines  has  never  been  in  my 
mind,  at  any  rate.  Fish  culturists  nowadays  meet  with  the 
most  brilliant  success,  and  there  is  no  more  reason  why  a 
fish  cultural  establishment  should  not  be  as  snccessful  on 
the  Thames  as  at  Howietonn  or  at  Crickmere.    With  a 
hatchery  there  would  have  to  be  ponds  where  the  fish  could 
be  reared  until  they  were  of  sufficient  size  to  be  turned 
into  the  river.    It  was,  moreover,  not  at  all  our  idea  to 
deal  simply  with  the  sahnonidx,  but  to  rear  coarse  fish  in 
large  quantities.     We  should  no  doubt  benefit  by  the 
mistakes  made  by   the  earlier  fish-cultuiists."  Mr. 
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HiggiiiB  replied  that  he  wovild  put  this  letter  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  T.A.P.S.  executive. 

Mr.  Cook,  in  replying  to  a  Tote  of  thanks,  said  that  if 
they  received  support,  not  only  would  the  hatchery  be 
started  but  they  would  endeavour  to  purchase  the  land  on 
which  it  was  built,  so  as  to  make  the  hatchery  free  to  the 
Thames.  _  They  would  only  then  require  sufficient  annual 
subscriptions  for  the  working  expenses,  and  as  fish  would 
be  given  in  return  for  these  the  hatchery  would  be  self- 
supporting.  These  conditions  having  been  complied  with, 
the  fieh  which  remained  on  hand  would  be  a  considerable 
quantity,  and  these  the  T.R.A.  would  turn  into  different 
sections  of  the  river  itself.  The  exact  locality  of  the 
hatchery  could  not  yet  be  decided  upon,  but  he  would 
suggest  somewhere  in  Mid-Thames,  a  mile  or  so  up  a 
Thames  tributary,  where  it  would  be  absolutely  safe  from 
Thames  floods.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Howlett  theo  referred  to  the  abolition  of  the  Oist 
net,  and  said  he  thought  the  honorary  assistant  river 
keepers  had  been  unfairly  dealt  with,  and  that  the  proposal 
would  abolish  the  whole  of  the  honest  river  keepers  on  the 
Thames.    He  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

"  That  a  letter  be  sent  to  the  Thames  Conservancy 
stating  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  association,  it  should 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  local  associations  to  recom- 
mend those  persons  who  can  be  trusted  to  be  assistant 
river  keepers,  whether  professionals  or  non-professionals, 
with  the  privilege  of  using  a  cast  net,  and  that  it  would 
be  better  to  deprive  an  undesirable  river  keeper  of  his 
deputation  than  to  take  away  from  all  honorary  assistant 
river  keepers  any  of  the  small  privileges  they  have  in 
return  for  their  services  ;  also  that  this  association  has  no 
knowledge  of  any  honorary  assistant  river  keeper  using 
the  cast  net  for  improper  purposes." 

Mr.  Amphlett  entirely  agreed  with  the  resolution, 
although  he  had  neither  directly  or  indirectly  anything 
to  do  with  it  being  proposed  at  that  meeting.  He  thought 
a  great  injustice  had  been  done  by  taking  this  privilege, 
which  was  seldom,  if  ever,  taken  advantage  of,  from  the 
honorary  river  keepers,  who  were,  he  believed,  all  men  of 
honour,  who  could  be  trusted. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and  the  meeting 
closed.  Hon.  Rbpoeter. 


CAXTONIAN  ANGLERS'  ANNUAL 
DINNER. 

The  twenty-seventh  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  of 
Caxton  Anglers  was  held  at  the  Falcon,  Gough-square,  on 
Thursday,  when  a  most  enthusiastic  gathering  assembled 
to  support  the  president  of  this  ancient  and  respected 
society,  Mr.  W.  Gate,  who  was  in  the  ohair. 

Amongst  those  present  were  Messrs.  Parker,  Clarke, 
Carpenter,  Brooks,  Jackson,  Dr.  Patterson,  G.  H.  Howard, 
Harrison,  Walker,  J.  J.  Chapman,  Chapman,  jun.,  F.  H. 
Amphlett,  D.  Denniford,  W.  H.  Gate,  Hall,  P.  Hiller, 
Goadby,  Spong,  and  Hardy. 

After  the  toast  of  the  Queen  had  been  received,  Mr. 
J.  J.  Chapman,  who  occupied  the  vice-chair,  proposed 
"  The  Society  of  the  Caxtonians  and  its  President."  He 
said  they  wei-e  a  very  happy  society,  having  an  excellent 
president,  who  had  been  amongst  them  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  club  still  continued  to  prosper,  and  the 
officers  were  always  ready  to  answer  to  the  call  of  duty. 

Mr.  W.  Cate,  in]  response,  said  he  took  a  great  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  society,  and  had  always  done 
80.  He  should  also  continue  to  do  so,  for  the  harmonious 
feelings  which  existed  amongst  the  members  made  it  a 
pleasure  to  be  their  president. 

"  Kindred  Societies  and  Visitors  "  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Cate  in  very  happy  phrases,  and 

Dr.  Patterson,  in  reply,  said  it  was  with  mingled  feel- 
ings that  he  rose  to  reply.  The  toast  was  kindred 
societies,  but  he  was  inclined  to  look  upon  the  B.S.A  S. 
and  the  Caxtonians  as  one  and  the  same,  and  not  kindred 
societies.  Few  members  of  that  society  were  not  members 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  He  had  heard  a 
gentleman  present  speak  of  capturing  a  4Jlb.  trout  in  a 
tennis  net,  but  perhaps  he  was  not  a  member,  and  certainly 
could  not  be  strictly  called  an  "angler,  although  he 
might  say  that  any  Caxtonian  ought  to  be  proud  of  such  a 
capture.  He  could  only,  in  conclusion,  return  thanks  for 
the  kind  way  in  which  the  toast  had  been  proposed,  and 
hoped  that  the  words  of  the  song  would  not  prove  true, 
and  that  this  would  not  be,  in  the  words  of  the  last 
singer,  the  "  Last,  last  Time  we  Meet." 

Mr.  W.  Cate,  in  proposing  "  The  Prize  Winners,"  always 
hoped  the  new  members  would  win.  He  generally  took 
part  in  the  outings,  and  he  enjoyed  them  very  much. 

Mr.  Brooks,  in  response,  said  he  was  glad  to  think  that 
he,  personally,  had  done  better  than  in  the  previous  year. 
That  was  probably  because  their  genial  president  was  not 
there.  (Laughter.)  Next  year  he  would  try  hard  for  the 
silver  cup.  He  hoped  that  their  chairman  would  join  all 
their  competitions  next  year.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  F.  Hiller  said  he  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of 


prize  winners,  but  he  thought  that  in  the  particular  class 
of  fish  which  he  had  caught  he  was  not  at  the  bottom. 
He  thought  Mr.  Clarke  was  rather  carping  when  he  oilled 
a  cirp  a  chub.  He  was  pleased  to  see  Mr.  Howard 
present,  for  he  (Mr.  Hiller)  was  very  loyal  to  the  Fishing 
Oazette,  and  sometimes  saw  some  very  funny  stories  in  it. 
He  regretted  the  absence  of  Mr.  G.  D.  Deuchar,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  send  their  congratulations  to  him  with 
regard  to  his  winning  the  silver  cup. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Gate,  in  proposing  "  The  Angling  Press," 
said  they  were  very  pleased  to  see  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  and 
Mr.  Amphlett  present,  the  former  representing  the 
Fishing  Oazette,  and  the  latter  the  Thames  Anyling 
News.  They  were  all  glad  to  get  an  opportunity  to  go 
fishing,  but  when  they  were  unable  to  do  so  they  enjoyed 
reading  the  angling  press  He  could  not  say  that  all  the 
stories  that  they  told  were  true,  but  he  believed  that  they 
did  their  best  to  educate  them  in  the  art  in  which  they 
one  and  all  indulged.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Howard  said  this  was  an  annual  function  that  he 
had  never  missed.  The  society  was  still  alive,  and  they 
had  their  dear  old  president  and  his  son,  Willie,  still 
amongst  them.  He  thought  he  ought  to  belong  to  the 
society — (laughter) — for  there  were  some  monster  prizes — 
(laughter)  —though  he  did  not  know  whether  he  would 
ever  be  able  to  win  any. 

Mr.  Amphlett  said  that  he  thanked  them  for  their 
support  of  the  T.R.A.,  and  was  glad  to  think  that  that 
support  would  continue. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Chapman  proposed  "  The  Hon.  Secretary," 
and  whom,  he  said,  looked  after  their  welfare  and  finances 
with  great  ability,  and  he  wished  him  long  life  and 
happiness.  He  hoped  that  his  services  would  always  be 
at  their  disposal,  for  he  was  a  most  able  secretary.  The 
toast  was  accorded  musical  honours. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cate,  in  response,  said  he  was  gUd  that  he 
had  such  an  excellent  committee  to  work  with,  for  all  the 
business  of  the  society  and  their  competition  arrangements 
were  done  with  great  consideration  towards  hitn.  He 
thanked  them  heartily  for  their  generosity. 

The  Chairman  announced  during  the  evening  that  the 
prizes  had  been  won  as  follows  :  Mr.  W.  H.  Cate,  honorary 
secretary,  wins  the  first  prize  in  the  jack  competition, 
value  £3  Ss.  ;  the  first  and  second  prizes  for  bream,  value 
£1  Is.  and  10s.  6d.  respectively  ;  the  first  prize  for  chub, 
value  £1  Is. ;  and  the  first  prize  for  roach,  value  £1  Is. 
Mr.  Deuchar  wins  the  club  cup,  value  £5  58.  Mr. 
Brooks  wins  the  second  prize  in  the  jack  competition, 
value  £2  2s.  ;  and  the  first  prize  for  jack,  value  £1  Is. 
Mr.  Parker  wins  the  first  and  second  prizes  for  tench, 
value  £l_ls.  and  10s.  6d.  respectively;  and  the  second 
prize  for  jack,  value  10a.  6d.  Mr.  Stevens  wins  the  second 
prize  in  the  roach  competition,  value  £2  28.  Mr.  Chap- 
man wins  the  third  prize  in  the  roach  competition,  value 
£1  Is.  ;  and  the  first  prize  for  dace,  value  £1  Is.  ;  and  Mr. 
Hiller  has  won  the  second  prize  for  roach,  value  lOs.  6d 
There  was  an  excellent  musical  entertainment  during  the 
evening. 


j^otes  from  tt)e  j^orti). 


The  old  finnock  question,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the 
"great"  finnock  question,  is  still  being  fully,  and  in 
some  cases,  fiercely,  discussed  in  the  north.  Columns 
upon  columns  are  appearing  in  Aberdeen  local  papers,  of 
letters,  interviews,  and  statements  concerning  the  matter. 


The  weather  is  still  far  from  genial,  while,  at  times, 
occasional  showers  of  snow  and  hail  make  it  anything  but 
agreeable  to  be  at  the  waterside.  There  has  been  no  show 
of  March  Browns  to  speak  of  as  yet,  and  trouting  pros- 
pects are  bleak  in  the  extreme. 

Ex  Inspector  Cruickshank,  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board, 
does  not  think  that  the  period  of  spring  frost  of  '95  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  present  salmon  famine.  Bather, 
the  series  of  easterly  winds  and  coast  storms  have  played 
the  deuee  with  the  returns. 


Mr.  McLeod,  chief  bailiff  on  the  Ugie,  has  been  busy 
during  the  past  week  transporting  his  .30,000  trout  fry  to 
the  upper  waters.  He  is  quite  enthusiastic  over  this  new 
departure  of  restocking  with  trout,  his  operations  hitherto 
having  been  confined  entirely  to  Salvia  salar. 


Inspector  Duncan,  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  is  about 
to  distribute  his  annual  tribute  of  over  a  million  salmon 
fry  hatched  out  in  the  Drum  hatchery,  belonging  to  the 
Dee  Fishery  Board.  Half  of  the  stock  will  be  kept  in  the 
rearing  pond,  and  the  other  half  taken  to  various  parts  of 
the  river  well  inland.   


Mr.  David  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  has  the 
Upper  Blackball  water,  for  May,  June,  and  July,  with 


rights  on  the  Feugh,  and  anyone  oa  the  look-out  for  early 
summer  quarters  could  not  do  better  than  go  there  for 
a  week  or  so.   


The  Duke  of  York  left  the  Balmoral  waters  just  as  a 
fine  head  of  fish  was  teeming  into  the  pools.  If  he  could 
time  his  vitit  t  )  April,  it  would  be  certainly  less  risky,  as 
regards  a  good  head  of  fish  being  forward  in  these  parts, 
and  the  chances  are  that  the  weather  would  be  more 
acceptable  than  during  the  past  two  seasons. 


The  Duke  uses  one  of  Hardy's  powerful  split  cane  steel 
centre  rods,  and  is  an  excellent  all-round  caster. 

Mr.  Wm.  Davidson,  Bucksburn,  Aberdeen,  was  fined 
£6  43.  for  having  had  in  his  possession  an  "unclean" 
salmon,  and  for  having  consigned  it,  without  branding  it, 
to  Newcastle,  where  the  case  was  tried  last  week.  Mr. 
Davidson  did  not  know  that,  when  he  sent  his  fish  thus 
across  the  Border,  he  was  breaking  the  laws  of  the  land ; 
although,  had  he  only  sent  it  as  far  as  Edinburgh  or 
Glasgow,  there  would  have  been  no  mistake. 


The  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company,  who  lease  the  tidal 
salmon  nets,  charge  £1  for  a  Ucenoe  to  angle  on  their 
fishery,  where  an  expart  who  knows  the  ground  may 
occasionally  make  a  basket  of  a  half  dozen,  or,  at  most,  a 
dozen,  small  finnock.  Some  of  the  conditions  are,  if 
anything,  hard.  No  wading,  no  angling  after  9  p.m. 
(even  in  summer),  no  bait,  no  minnow.  These  might  be 
modified  with  advantage,  and  the  5s.  licence  restored, 
then  the  cry  of  the  finnock  angler  would  be  heard  no 
more.   


Golf  has,  during  the  past  week,  been  over-topping  all 
other  sport  in  the  north.  A  grand  tournament  came  off, 
on  Friday  and  Saturday  at  Oruden  Bay,  which  brought  a 
great  many  sportsmen  into  these  parts.  Naturally,  the 
Ugie  and  Ythan  came  in  for  a  share  of  attention 
afterwards.   


Among  lady  anglers  angling  on  Deeside  just  now  may 
bg  mentioned  Mrs.  and  Miss  Pickering,  Kincardine  Lodge, 
Mrs.  Biit;man  and  Mrs.  Laming,  Glentana;  Miss  NicoU, 
Roscobbie;  Mrs.  Leslie,  Potaroh;  Mrs.  T.  Turner, 
Farley  Cairnton  ;  and  Misa  Fortescue,  Kingussie.  Not  a 
bad  representation  of  the  fair  for  one  ningle  river. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
A  very  pleasing  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  evening 
last  in  the  lecture  haU  at  Bingley  Hall,  when  the  members 
of  the  Birmingham  Association  assembled  to  witness  the 
distribution  of  the  money  prizes  given  by  Mr.  G.  Stanley, 
the  manager  of  the  Trades'  Exhibition,  for  the  exhibits 
of  specimen  fish.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided  over  the  meeting, 
which  was  well  attended,  and  comprised  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  best  anglers  in  the  city.  Mr.  Coles,  in  oi^ening 
the  proceedings,  said  that  he,  together  with  others,  had 
looked  forward  for  years  to  see  a  public  display  of  speci- 
men fish  such  as  had  been  got  together.  It  would  be  an 
inducement  for  clubs  and  their  members  to  preserve  all 
good  fish  taken.  Mr.  Stanley  had  done  much  to  induce 
the  members  of  the  association  to  place  their  fish  on  view 
by  giving  them  a  substantial  sum  for  prizes,  and  also  giving 
each  exhibitor  a  free  pass  for  the  whole  time  the  exhibition 
remainedopen.  Mr.  C.  White,  the  hon.  secretary,  said  that 
although  the  notice  for  getting  the  oases  together  had  been 
so  short  he  had  exceeded  all  expectations,  as,'  instead  of 
getting  about  fifty  cases,  he  had  got  together  near  upon 
200  cases.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Stanley  for 
his  kindness,  to  which  he  replied.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  also  given  to  the  chairman  for  presiding,  and  to 
the  hon.  secretary.  For  some  time  past  the  constant 
pollution  of  the  river  Penk  has  been  a  source  of 
annoyance  to  the  whole  of  the  angling  clubs  in 
Wolverhampton,  and  also  to  the  tenants  of  the  farms 
through  which  the  river  runs.  This  matter  was  brought 
before  the  notice  of  the  committee  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  at  their  late  meeting  at 
Kidderminster,  and  the  secretary  was  instructed 
to  write  the  clerk  of  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council  upon  the  matter,  which  has  been  done. 
The  Penk,  at  one  time,  was  one  of  the  best  fish-producing 
streams  in  Staffordshire ;  but  since  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  have  commenced  their  sewage  operations  at 
the  Bamhurst  Farm  the  river  has  become  comparatively 
worthless  in  that  portion  above  Penktidge.  In  October, 
1897,  all  the  fish  from  Coven  Lawn  to  Penkridge  were 
poisoned,  among  them  being  from  8000  to  10,000  stock 
fish,  turned  in  at  a  very  considerable  expense  by  a  Wolver- 
hampton angling  club. 


EIGHTY-THREE  SALMON 


Taken  on  one  of  our  SPECIAL  SINGLE  GUT  CASTS,  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  8s.  each,  or  90s.  per  dozen. 

Warranted  to  pull  81b.  dead  weight  dry. 

TROUT  CASTS,  3  yards  long,  9d.  each,  8s.  per  dozen. 

,,  ,,       extra  tapered,  lOd.  each,  or  9s.  per  dozen. 

A  VERY  LARGE  SELECTION  Or   SPRING  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES  IN  STOCK  AT  VERY  MODERATE  PRICES. 

A-nd  at  CIiE:i^TKNHA.M;. 


OGDEN  and  SCOTFORD, 


Apeil  22,  1899] 
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FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Daring  the  week  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
weather,  although  it  still  remains  cold,  with  sharp  frosts 
in  the  night  time.  The  streams  are  running  in  capital 
condition,  and  there  is  a  fair  sprinkling  of  anglers  on  the 
best  known  and  favourite  waters.  The  unfavourable 
weather  of  the  past  few  weeks  retarded  improvement  in 
the  condition  of  the  fish,  and  they  suffered  from  the  great 
scarcity  of  natural  flies  on  the  waters,  which,  no  doubt, 
was  caused  by  the  severe  and  continuous  cold.  An 
improvement,  however,  is  now  taking  place,  and  warm 
weather  will  bring  the  fish  into  gocd  condition.  Fly 
anglers,  trollers,  and  bottom  fishers  have,  within  the  last 
few  days,  been  only  moderately  successful  on  any  of  the 
streams,  and  but  small  creels  have,  as  a  rule,  been  made. 
Visitors,  bo  far,  have  not  been  numerous  on  any  of  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Derwent,  and  not  much  has  been  done 
by  any  of  them.  The  Bamford  and  Sickleholme  reaches 
have  yielded  a  few  good  sized  fish,  and  some  moderately 
fair  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  lengths  by  Hathersage 
and  Grindleford.  The  Stoke  and  Calver  waters,  both 
private  and  open,  have  in  places  affordiid  a  little  sport; 
and  on  the  Baslow  and  Chatsworth  portions  of  the  river, 
where  anglers  have  been  tolerably  numerous,  a  few  small 
creels  have  been  made  both  by  fly  and  bottom  fishing, 
mostly  on  the  Park  lengths  between  Baslow  and  Beely 
Bridge.  The  Beely  and  Eoweley  reaches  have  furnished 
a  few  brace  of  fish,  but  angling  generally  has  been  far 
from  good  throughout  the  Chatsworth  district,  as  elsewhere. 
The  Darley  Dale  and  Matlock  waters  have  yielded  a  few  fish , 
but,  practiciUy,  nothing  much  has  been  done  either  there 
or  on  the  Cromford  and  Lea  Hurst  reaches.  Bottom 
fishers  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  river,  by  Helmesford, 
Watstanwell,  Ambergate,  and  Belper  have  on  some  days 
done  fairly  well ;  but  no  large  baskets  appear  to  have  been 
made  in  any  part  of  the  river.  A  few  anglers  from  a 
distance  have  been  out  on  the  Millersdale  an  d  Monsoldale 
lengths  of  the  Wye,  and  some  small  lots  of  trout  have 
been  taken  ;  but,  oa  the  whole,  i-port  has  been  very  dis- 
appointing. There  has  been  a  tolerably  good  number  of 
visitors  to  the  Bakewell,  Haddon,  and  Rowsley  waters; 
but  only  exceedingly  moderate  success  has  been  met  with 
by  any  of  them. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  has  been  so  unsettled  during  the  past  week 
that  trout  anglers  have  scarcely  wetted  a  line.  The 
streams,  however,  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  the 
recent  rains,  and  as  soon  as  warm  weather  sets  in  suc- 
cessful sport  should  be  obtained.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
the  meteorological  conditions  were  of  a  more  promising 
character ;  but  it  is  still  extremely  cold,  and  five  degrees 
of  frost,  which  have  been  the  prevailing  element  overnight 
twice  this  week,  are  not  calculated  to  increase  the  number 
of  flies,  which  are  very  backward  for  the  time  of  year. 
Those  who  have  yet  caught  any  trout  have  done  so  by 
bottom  fishing. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Waites,  of  the  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  A.S.,  has 
taken  a  good  fish  in  the  upper  waters,  but  the  best  brace 
scaled  21b.  lOoz.  and  lib.  lioz.  respectively,  tiken  by  Mr. 
H.  Whitfield,  a  member  of  the  River  Hull  A. S.  Mr.  J. 
Mason  took  one  at  Weelferry  that  scaled  lib.  5Joz.,  and 
Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  also  caught  one  at  Dunswell  that 
scaled  lib.  7'>z-  Messrs.  Amos  and  Smith's  A  8,  visited 
the  river  at  Hull  Bridge  to  fih  their  first  match  of  the 
season,  and  did  fairly  well.  The  Royal  Albert  A.S.  also 
fish  their  first  match  on  the  river  at  Weelferry,  Mr.  J. 
Wilkinson  taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  lOoz.  The  Red 
Lion  A.S.  held  their  first  match,  Mr.  J.  Hartley  taking 
first  prize.  The  Holderness  drains  and  the  havens  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  Humber  are  furnishing  fair 
sport  amongst  flounders  and  eels  during  tide  times, 
and  odd  trout  have  also  been  met  with.  The 
Izaak  Walton  A.S.  opened  their  season  at  Pat- 
rington,  on  the  Winestead  Drain,  Mr.  A.  Davis 
being  first  prize  man  with  21b.  8Joz.  The  East  Hull  Brass 
Band  A  .S  also  fished  theirs  at  the  same  Iplace,  Mr.  Frank 
Carle  taking  first  prize  with  lib.  ll|oz  ,  Mr.  J.  Lawson 
sfCDnd,  lib.  10|oz.,  and  Mr.  T.  Northern  third,  lib.  Ifoz. 
There  are  now  in  Hull  and  district  no  less  than  eighty-four 
angling  societies  ;  but  out  of  that  number  only  about 
thirty-four  of  them  are  affiliated  to  the  Hull  Amalgama- 
tion ;  taking  this  into  connderation,  it  is  high  time  the 
anglers  of  Hull  moved  in  the  matter,  and  did  something 
to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  amalgamation.  To-day 
(Saturday)  the  East  Riding  and  the  Kingston  Angling 
Societies  each  fish  their  first  match  on  the  river  Hull,  the 
former  at  Weelferry,  and  the  latter  at  Hull  Bridge; 
and  on  Saturday  next  the  Stoneferry  A.S.  fish  a  match 
on  Minto  Flattis,  and  the  Victoria  A.S.  hold  their  annual 
open  match  on  the  river. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

On  account  of  the  wintry  weather  which  has  prevailed, 
only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Many  of  the  rivers 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  West  Cumberland  Fishery 
Board  have  benefited  during  the  past  month  by  the 
enlargement  of  some  thousands  of  young  trout  into  their 
waters.  The  board's  head  bailiff,  acting  under  instructions, 
has  distributed  the  fish  as  follows  :  About  6000  to  Bootle, 
40<X)  to  St.  Btes  2(KK>  in  the  Bleng,  2000  in  the  Mite, 
ab<-<nt  2fKXJ  in  a  tributary  of  the  Esk  at  Boot,  Eskdale, 
and  about  WKW  in  the  river  Ehen.  The  distribntiou  was 
auccessfnlly  carried  out,  hardly  a  fish  dying  from  the 
removal.  The  question  of  fish  ponds  for  hatching  versuH 
the  purchase  of  trout  has  been  under  consideration  by  the 
board,  it  being  contended  that  young  fish  can  be  bought  at 
a  lower  sum  than  that  expended  on  the  board's  hatehing 
ponds. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  St.  Helen's  Angling  Association  have  lately  devoted 
a  lot  of  time,  tronible,  ana  mone^  to  improving  the  stock 
of  fish  in  their  waters.    The  king  carp  turned  into  the 


Eecleston  Dam  a  few  years  ago  are  now  being  taken  up- 
wards of  61b.  weight.  The  Liverpool  East  End  Angling 
Association  are  due  on  the  Alyn  to  fish  a  match  for  trout 
on  April  23,  when  suitable  prizes  will  be  offered.  The 
Nelson  Club  have  decided  to  open  the  coarse  fishing  season 
with  a  match  which  will  be  open  to  the  members  of  other 
clubs.  The  West  Derby  Club  is  doing  well,  and  at  every 
meeting  enrolling  new  members.  They  are  strong  aire  idy. 
The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  announce,  in  answer 
to  repeated  inquiries,  that  the  fishing  in  the  river  BoUen 
recently  acquired  will  not  be  open  to  any  but  their  own 
members.  The  Brook  Tavern  Angling  Society,  Swinton, 
have  become  affiliated  with  the  County  Palatine  Angling 
Association.  This  association  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  their  waters  at  Irlam  and  Cadishead  are 
closed  entirely  until  officially  notified  otherwise.  The 
Ribble  has  been  in  fair  order  for  fly  fishing,  but  catches 
have  been  small.  On  the  Lune  the  cold  weather  has 
affected  both  it  and  its  tributaries.  Baskets  in  con- 
sequence have  been  light,  but  still  these  streams  are 
reported  as  fishing  better,  and  prospects  for  the  future 
are  brighter. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Last  Saturday  we  received  the  fish  won  by  the  Levens- 
hulme  representatives  in  the  recent  Wyresdale  competi- 
tion, oomprisiog  1000  rainbow  trout.  Several  members  of 
the  club  met  them  at  the  station.  The  Beswick  Angling 
Society  have  arranged  for  an  interesting  lot  of  matches, 
the  first  of  which  is  fixed  for  July  16.  The  total  of  Mr. 
Selkie's  record  of  pike  for  the  past  winter  was  279  pike 
(weight,  18831b.)  retained,  and  96  pike  (weight,  3601b.) 
returned.  The  Lancaster  Angling  Society,  Longsight, 
had  a  good  muster  at  their  last  general  meeting,  and  dis- 
posed of  a  lot  of  useful  business.  Owing  to  the  illness  of 
Mr.  Standring,  his  paper  oa  Izaak  Walton  had  to  be 
deferred.  The  Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society  had  a 
splendid  muster  at  their  last  meeting,  which  included 
visitors.  The  prizes  won  in  the  recent  stocking  competi- 
tion were  presented.  At  their  next  meeting  the  dates 
oi  the  championship  competition  will  come  up  for  dieous- 
sion.  The  improved  state  of  the  weather  has  tempted  a 
few  anglers  to  try  their  luck,  but  they  have  not  met  with 
much  success. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  is  nothing  to  report  as  regards  angling  on  the 
Trent,  which  has  undergone  another  exceptional  change — 
perhaps  for  the  best  in  so  far  as  future  rod  fishing  for 
salmon  is  cor  corned.  Maybe  the  big  waters  experienced 
will  bring  up  additional  "  springers."  Poor  old  Stephen 
Dale,  of  St.  John-street,  late  Coalpit  Lane,  in  this  city, 
has  gone  over  to  the  majority.  The  deceased,  in  his 
eightieth  year,  expired  at  Burton-on-Trent,  and  was  buried 
there  on  the  13th  inst.  He  had  a  leading  hand  in  the 
production  and  perfection  of  the  Nottingham  centre-pin 
winch,  and  his  old-established  business  in  the  lace  town 
(he  was  in  business  fifty  years)  descends  upon  the 
shoulders  of  his  most  enterprising  grands  m,  Mr. 
Harry  Dale,  who.  as  a  Nottinglan  fisherman,  enjoys 
the  respect  of  all  the  leading  lights  ia  the  profession. 
The  Nottingham  Waltonians  have  celebrated,  since  my 
last,  their  half-yearly  dinner  at  headquarters,  Blue  Ball 
Inn,  Peck-lane.  Ho^t  Rayson  provided  a  grand  repast, 
and  at  the  subsequent  proce 'dings  Mr.  J.  Truman 
(president  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association)  pre- 
sented the  customary  prizes.  The  chairman  proposed  the 
success  of  the  society,  and  paid  a  compliment  to  the 
members  for  their  enthusiasm  for  the  club  and  on  behalf 
of  the  sport  in  general.  Mr.  Frettingham  (president),  in 
responding,  expressed  the  hope  that  the  society  would  soon 
be  able  to  boast  the  possession  of  a  stretch  of  water  of  its 
own. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

In  the  Derwent,  between  Hathersage  and  Yorkshire 
Bridge,  some  fairly  good  sport  has  been  obtained  by 
adopting  the  upstream  method  With  worms  several  nice 
trout  have  been  landed,  and  at  Sickleholme  also  a  moderate 
amount  of  sport.  The  conditions  for  bottom  fishing  in 
that  poriion  of  the  Amber  rented  by  the  Sheffield  Trout 
Anglers'  8(  ciety  have  bean  of  a  first-class  charao'er,  and, 
with  maggots  as  baits,  fishermen  have  fared  very  well 
indeed ,  many  of  the  catches  running  up  to  four  brace  per  rod. 
Locally  the  best  sport  still  continues  to  be  obtained  in  the 
Loxley,  and,  with  brandling  worms,  visitors  to  the  stream 
near  Low  Bradfield  have  fared  fairly  well.  Very  little  sport 
has  been  obtained  in  the  Sheaf,  and  it  would  appear  that 
the  unfortunate  affair  whiph  occurred  on  Feb.  18  has 
altogether  spoilt  fishing — at  any  rate,  for  the  present 
season.  On  Monday,  Tyzack,  Sons,  and  Turner  were 
summoned  at  the  Sheffield  Police  Court  for  putting,  or 
permitting  to  be  put,  certain  liquid  or  solid  stuff,  namely, 
the  off-scouringj  cf  a  dam,  into  the  Sheaf,  a  tributary  of 
the  Don  and  Ouse,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  the  water 
to  kill  or  poison  fish.  After  a  lengthy  argument  the 
defendants  were  fined  £2,  including  costs. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  lot  of  rain  fell  in  this  district  during  the  past  seven 
dajB,  which  kept  the  Severn  in  a  high  and  discoloured 
state.  There  must  also  have  been  much  rain  farther  up 
the  country,  for  the  Teme  has  been  swollen  and  much 
discoloured,  and  practically  put  a  stop  to  angling.  Some 
of  the  smaller  streams  have  not  been  discoloured  but 
improved,  and  in  some  of  them  sport  has  been  very  fair, 
a  few  brace  of  very  nic3  trout  having  been  taken.  The 
water  in  both  the  Severn  and  Teme  is  running  off  fast, 
and  clearing  nicely,  and  by  Saturday  should  be  in  good 
condition  for  angling ;  and  if  the  cold,  frosty  nights  we  are 
having  should  give  place  to  something  more  genial,  sport 
should  be  good.  It  was  hoped  the  rise  in  the  Severn 
would  have  brought  some  salmon  up  the  river,  but  such 
does  not  seem  to  be  the  case.  I  have  only  heard  of  two 
fish  being  taken  by  the  Worcester  nets  and  one  by  the 
Upton-on-Sevem  nets  during  the  week,  which  shows  the 


paucity  of  fish  in  the  middle  part  of  the  river,  and  as  the 
price  continues  so  high  (43.  to  48  6d.  per  lb  ),  I  presume 
there  have  not  been  many  fi^h  caught  elsewhere. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  account  of  the  cold,  winterly  character  of  the 
weather,  and  the  flooded  condition  ot  the  strr-ams,  anglers 
have  had  a  quiet  time  since  the  middle  of  last  week,  when 
the  prospects  were  suddenly  marred  by  the  return  of 
easterly  and  northerly  winds,  which  brought  forty-eight 
hours' rain,  with  sleet  and  snow  in  places..  Trout  fishers 
have  had  their  sport  spoilt,  very  little  having  been  done. 
Early  this  week  the  wind  changed  to  the  west  and  south- 
west, and  the  effect  was  soon  perceptible  in  a  more  genial 
atmosphere.  The  trembling  year,  however,  is  as  yet 
unconfirmed,  and  it  is  early  to  be  sure  that  the  north-east 
wind  has  really  given  plac3  to  the  effusive  southern 
breezes. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Beamford. — The  charge  for  fishing  the  Red  Lion  Hotel 
water,  at  Farningham,  is  7s.  Od.  per  day.    At  Eynsford, 
the  Plough  Inn  has  now  no  water  to  let,  as  it  has  all  been 
taken  (including  Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke's  water). 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.^ 


THE  EXTRAORDINARY  CLOSE  TIME  FOR 

TROUT  IN  NORTHERN  FRANCE. 
Dear  Marston, — I  have  just  heard  that  we  have  won 
our  cause,  and  gained  revocation  of  the  absurd  edict  which 
stopped  trout  (and  salmon)  fishing  in  the  Pas  de  Calais, 
from  April  17  to  June  17,  and  I  hope  to  hear  that  the  two 
other  northern  departments — the  Nord  and  the  Somme — 
have  followed  suit. — Yours  very  faithfully, 

  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


TROUT  PISHING  AND  BRACING  AIR  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Surgeon  "  will  try  Killaloe,  Ireland, 
he  will  find  first-class  trout  fishing,  bracing  air,  lake  and 
mountain  scenery.  The  dapping  on  Lough  Derg  will  be 
at  its  best  during  May,  and  nowhere  will  there  be  better 
fishing.  There  is  also  a  good  bit  of  free  salmon  and  tront 
fishing  opposite  my  house.  If  he  will  write  to  me  I  will 
be  glad  to  give  him  full  particulars.  I  can  give  him  first- 
class  accommodation  and  highest  references,  if  necessary. 
—Faithfully  yours,  P.  M.  Grace. 

Ayle  Vane,  Killaloe.   

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Surgeon's  "  letter  in  Fishing 
Gazette,  if  he  has  never  tried  Bibury,  up  amidst  the  Cots- 
wold  Hills,  I  think  it  would  be  just  the  very  place  for  him 
if  the  Swan  is  not  full  up  then.  It  is  very  bracing,  and  the 
scenery  aroand  very  beautiful.  There  is  a  nice  show  of 
trout  in  the  hotel  waters,  one  and  a  half  miles  in  extent, 
some  of  it  very  private  and  secluded.  He  should  write 
Mrs  Woodman  if  she  could  put  him  up.  He  can  have 
plenty  of  references.  There  is  good  postal  service  and  a 
wire  in  the  village. — Yours  faithfully,     F.  Lockwood. 

Fairford,  Glos.   

Sir, — If  "  Surgeon  "  will  send  me  his  address  I  will 
tell  him  of  a  pleasant  trouting  holiday  by  the  river  Tweed, 
where  he  can  have  fishing  over  thirty  miles  of  river — really 
good  trout  angling,  large  river,  splendid  scenery,  and 
bracing  mountain  air — at  very  trifling  expense,  ten  hours 
from  town.  This  is,  I  think,  my  fifth  excursion  to  the 
place,  and  I  hope  to  go  again  soon. — Yours  truly, 

Higham  Hill  Fishery,  Wm.  Smith. 

Walthamstow.   


Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "Surgeon's"  letter,  he  will 
find  both  bracing  air  and  trout  fishing  in  abundance  in  the 
extensive  moors  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Feversham  (north 
of  Kirbymoorside  railway  station),  in  the  valleys  of 
Farndale  and  Bransdale,  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dove 
and  Hodge.  Tickets  are  obtainable  at  Estate  Office, 
Helmsley,  Is.  per  week,  33.  per  month,  less  by  half  or 
whole  season.  May  Fly  and  Grey  Drake  last  over  a  month. 
A  brother  doctor  (now  departed)  was  in  the  habit  of  bring- 
ing several  friends  yearly,  and  making  Kirbymoorside  or 
the  Inn  on  the  moors  a  centre.  Charges  are  moderate. 
The  local  Is  Guide  to  Ryedale,  sold  at  Smith's  bookstall, 
gives  map  and  further  particulars,  and  shall  be  glad  to 
assist  with  fuller  information  to  a  brother  fisherman  on 
direct  application.  Some  of  the  farm  houses  also  provide 
accommodation.  John  Cravex  Frank. 

High  Hall,  Kirbymoorside. 


Dear  Sir, — If  "Surgeon"  has  not  tried  Bibury,  up 
amidst  the  Cotswold  Hills,  for  trouting  in  May,  I  think  he 
would  find  all  his  requirements  there,  that  is,  if  he  is  lucky 
enough  to  be  ab'.e  to  get  a  rod  on  the  Swan  waters,  nearly 
two  miles  in  extent.  The  rods  are  limited  in  numbers,  so 
that  there  is  never  any  over-crowding,  and  there  is  a  very 
fair  show  of  trout. — Yours  faithfully,  F.  L. 


Sir, — In  reply  to  "Surgeon's"  inquiry,  in  your  last 
week's  issue,  as  to  where  he  could  get  tront  fishing  com- 
bined with  bracing  mountain  air,  let  me  suggest  that  he 
should  try  Carsphairn,  in  the  Stewarty  of  Kirkcudbright. 
This  is  a  small  village  about  "OOft.  above  sea  level, 
amongst  the  Galloway  hills,  the  land  of  "  the  Raiders," 
and  river  or  bam  fishing  can  be  had  close  at  hand,  and 
loch  fishing  about  five  miles  off.  The  air  is  splendidly 
bracing,  and  if  "Surgeon"  cares  to  climb  some  of  the 
higher  hills  he  will  be  rewarded  with  a  magnificent  pano- 
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rama  (if  the  day  is  at  all  clear),  rangiDg  from  Ben  Lomond 
on  the  one  hand  to  the  Cumberland  hills  on  the  other. 
The  hotel,  the  Salutation  (Mrs.  Mitchell),  is  surprisingly 
comfortable,  and  the  place  can  be  easily  reached  in  one 
(lay  from  London.  Route  :  by  10  35  a.m.  Scotch  express 
from  St.  Pancras  to  Kilmarnock ;  there  change  for  Ayr 
(train  connects),  and  from  Ayr  to  Dalmellington ;  thence 
drive  ten  miles  to  Carsphairn.  The  postal  address  is 
Carsphairn,  by  New  Galloway,  N.B.  There  is  a  daily 
post  and  a  telegraph  office.  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  any 
other  information  if  desired. — Yours  faithfully, 
22,  Glebe-road,  Kilmarnock.  A.  Dalglkish. 


BAKER'S  Patent  dapping  flies. 

Dear  Sir, — As  to  the  construction  of  the  patent  fly. 
The  construction  of  the  fly  ia  such  that  it  is  an  imitation 
of  a  natural  fly  impaled  upon  a  hook  at  right  angles  as 
for  dapping.  In  practice  the  fly  rests  upon  the  water  in  a 
natural  position,  and  the  hook  being  placed  immediately 
above  it,  is  not  visible  to  a  fish  viewing  the  fly  from  below. 

The  position  of  the  hook  also  causes  it  to  act  more 
effectually  than  in  the  case  of  ordinary  artificial  flies  when 
used  for  dapping,  and  the  fly  being  moveable  on  the  bend 
of  the  hook,  slides  out  of  the  way  of  the  barb  when  a  fish 
is  struck. 

As  to  the  use  of  the  patent  fly.  It  supersedes  the  use 
of  natural  flies  which  cannot  always  be  obtained,  and 
which  are,  moreover,  prohibited  in  many  waters  in  common 
with  other  natural  baits.  That,  being  an  artificial  fly, 
as  much  skill  is  required  to  fish  successfully  with  it  as  in 
other  forms  of  artificial  fly  fishirg,  inasmuch  as  it  is  used 
in  an  artistic  and  sportmanlike  way  if  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  and  requires  as  much  patience  and  as  dexterous 
a  hand  and  eye  in  practice,  and  owirg  to  the  presence  of 
bushes,  roots,  &c.,  greater  judgment  and  circumspection 
in  playing  and  landing  a  fish.  By  using  the  Patent  Fly, 
the  plan  of  resorting  to  minnow  and  worm  under  the  plea 
of  removing  the  large  cannibalistic  trout  is  obviated. 
Small  fish  need  not  be  allowed  to  take  the  fly,  and  are  not 
often  accidentally  caught,  and  owing  to  the  smallness  (  f 
the  hook  used,  no  injury  is  done  to  returned  or  escaping 
fish.  It  is  not  necessary  to  dry  the  fly  so  long  as  it  is  kept 
on  the  surface  of  the  water.  I  would  ciU  your  attention 
to  the  hook,  which  has  been  specially  designed  for  this  fly 
by  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.,  of  Redditch,  from  whom  the 
flies  can  be  obtained  wholesale. — Yours  truly, 

Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co. 


"  THE  GREAT  ZEBRA  TROUT." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen  this  week,  at  Blackpool,  a  fish 
in  the  Aquarium  labelled  "  the  great  zebra  trout." 

Having  asked  a  number  of  my  piscatorial  friends  if  they 
know  anything  of  the  breed,  and  receiving  a  negative 
reply,  I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  will  kindly  inform 
us  through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Onzette,  where  the 
fish  is  a  native  of,  and  to  what  size  it  grows.  The  specimen 
I  saw  was  a  very  fine  fish,  much  larger  than  any  Levenensis 
or  fario  I  have  ever  seen. — Yours  truly, 

Derby.  G.  H.  Ward. 

[This  fish  ia  probably  a  croas  between  fontinalis  and 
fario.']  ___ 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  BLACK  FOREST. 

Dear  Sir, — To  Waldshut  on  the  Rhine  is  not  a  far 
cry,  and  once  at  the  latter  place  a  half  hour's  drive  lands 
the  inquisitive  traveller  in  a  charming  little  Black  Forest 
hotel,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Schluecht,  a  capital  trout 
stream,  fishable  free  for  seven  miles. 

I  have  fished  there  all  through  the  last  three  seasons, 
occasionally  walking  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  to  grapple 
with  heavier  fish.  The  name  of  the  hotel  is  Bad  Briick- 
haus,  distant  one  hour  and  a  half  from  Zurich  and  Sohaff- 
hansen,  and  situated  amid  woods  and  vineyards. 

S.  LiTTLEDALE  BeNTLEY. 

Grand  Hotel,  Hungaria,  Budapest. 

[The  above  is  kindly  sent  us  by  a  member  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club.  It  appeared  in  the  New  York  Herald, 
Paris  edition.— Ed.  P.  G.J 


RE  WIRE  SEA  LINES,  &c. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  R.  A.  Goodman, 
will  send  us  his  address,  we  shall  be  most  pleased  to  post 
him  our  price  list.  Any  information  he  desires  we  shall 
be  pleased  to  give  as  far  as  lays  in  our  power,  regarding 
wire  lines  and  our  "  big  wheel"  pulley.  We  beg  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  our  price  list  is  sent  post  free  to 
any  one  who  applies  for  same. — Yours  truly, 

A.  Carter  and  Co. 

137,  St.  John  Street-road,  London,  B.C. 


GENTLES  IN  WINTER. 
Dear  Sir, — The  above  subject  is  evidently  of  much 
interest  to  your  readers.  Mr.  G.  Nash  evidently  under- 
stands the  proper  feeding  of  gentles.  The  gentles  fed  on 
fish  or  lighte  are  no  good  for  ground  baiting  purposes  in 
streamy  waters,  as  thoy  are  instantly  carried  away  out  of 
the  swim,  and  so  do  more  harm  than  good.  A  maggot  fed 
on  beef  or  liver  is  more  solid,  and  sinks  like  a  shot.  Liver 
gentles  are  of  a  fine  yellow.  Big  flies  produce  big  gentles, 
and  the  art  of  feeding  the  flies  needs  to  be  understood. 
By  careful  attention  to  this  and  to  the  arrangement  of 
proper  heating  apparatus  I  can  produce  gentles  in  winter 
fully  up  to  the  summer  average  in  size,  having  a  house 
specially  designed  and  built  for  the  purpose.  1  shall  be 
pleased  to  submit  samples  to  your  correspondents,  and 
also,  what  is  more  important,  samples  of  freshly  laid  ova,  of 
which  I  have  had  a  supply  all  through  the  winter.  "The 
liveliness  of  the  gentle  is  of  course  mainly  a  matter  of 
freshness  and  of  temperature. — Yours  truly, 

PiCKKRSGILL. 

44,  Market-place,  Keighley. 


NETTING  FUND. 
Dear  Sib, — Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt,  with  thanks,  of  £2  15s.  from  the  Plumstead 
Piscatorials. — Yours  faithfully, 

Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Treasurer). 


JAPANESE  FLIES  AND  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — The  articles  lately  published  by  you  on 
Japanese  fly  fishing  (Averill  in  Forest  and  Stream), 
interested  me  very  much,  especially  as  I  believe  I  sent  you, 
some  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago,  the  first  Japanese 
artificial  flies  you  had  seen,  and  they  were,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  presented  by  you  to  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

The  photograph  of  the  flies  in  your  last  issue  is  first 
class,  and  anyone  seeing  it  will  at  once  have  an  idea  of 
what  I  also  think  the  correct  angle  at  which  hackles  should 
be  placed,  i.e.,  on  Palmer  and  Bumble  Flies. 

I  send  you  enclosed  two  or  three  flies  tied  for  me  by 
Max  Walbran  some  years  back.  I  have  done  well  with 
these,  especially  on  Welsh  streams  (fishing  both  wet  and 
dry),  and  think  the  gold  bead  at  head  and  tail  an  excellent 
thing — certainly  so  in  coloured  water. 

There  were  in  the  collection  I  aent  you  one  or  two 
grubs  with  red  or  pink  beada  at  head  and  tail,  and  which 
I  found  very  killing  when  grayling  fishing.  These,  I 
should  think,  were  supposed  to  represent  shrimp,  or  some 
other  fresh-water  insect.  The  last  patterns  I  have  un- 
fortunately lost. 

Some  of  the  hair  on  which  theae  flies  were  tied  was  of 
enormous  strength  and  length,  though  very  fine  ;  other 
flies  were  tied  on  two  or  four  twisted  hairs.  I  never  used 
such  strong  hair  (that  is  strength  combined  with  fineness) 
as  that  obtained  from  some  Japanese  stallion  ponies.  But 
in  these  days  of  fine  gut,  both  drawn  and  undrawn,  we 
have  practically  discarded  hair,  especially  when  flyfishing. 
— Yours  truly,  A.  C.  de  Boinville 

[The  flies  Mr.  A.  C.  de  Boinville  sends  are  very  good,  and 
d )  Mr.  Walbran  credit ;  they  would  kill  well  on  any  moor- 
land trout  streams.  We  remember  Mr.  de  Boinville  send- 
ing us  some  Jap  flies  on  hair  many  years  ago. — Ed.] 


SWANS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  now  able  to  report  that  after 
protracted  negotiations  with  the  Lord  Chamberlain's 
Oflice,  his  lordship,  through  the  Comptroller  of  H.M. 
Household,  the  Hon.  Sir  Spencer  Ponsonby  Fane,  G.C.B., 
has  been  pleased  to  issue  instructions  to  Mr.  Abnett, 
H.M.  swankeeper.  to  make  arrangements  with  the 
Vintners'  and  Dyers'  Companies  to  take  off  fifty  barren 
swans  (if  so  many  can  be  found)  between  Teddington 
Lock  and  Penton  Hook.  The  birds  to  be  housed  after 
rc-ceiving  two  clear  days'  notice  from  our  head  river  keeper, 
and  to  be  replaced  on  the  river  when  we  hear  that  the  ova 
has  hatched.  The  oott  will  be  23.  per  head  per  swan  per 
week,  beeidea  the  costs,  &c.,  of  the  swankeeper  and  his 
assistants,  strict  account  whereof  is  to  be  kept. 

Up  to  time  of  writing,  perch  have  not  commenced  to 
spawn,  owing  doubtless  to  the  abnormally  cold  weather. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Our  head  keeper  writes,  April  18, 
that  the  barren  swans  are  off,  but  that  only  forty-two 
have  as  yet  been  found.  He  is  going,  however,  to  obtain 
the  correct  numbers,  and  will  report  by  whom  they  are 
housed  locally  between  Teddington  Lock  and  Staiaea. 

Wire  netting  and  stakes  have  beei  ordered  to  such  an 
extent  as  may  be  necessary,  and  Douglas,  Knight,  and 
others  will  be  engaged  in  placing  same. 

Should  the  warm  turn  in  the  weather  of  to-day  continue, 
perch  will  soon  be  in  full  spawning  condition.  Am  afraid, 
however,  night  frosts  may  retard  the  hatching  out. — 
Yours  faithfully,         H.  W.  Higgins,  Hon.  Sec. 

Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 


HERTFORD  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  regret  to  say  our  society  is  at  present  in  the 
same  condition,  as  the  waters  have  been  the  past  two  seasons 
very  low  ;  but  there  ia  certainly  an  improvement  this  year, 
and  there  should  be  belter  sport.  Unfortunately,  we  are 
compelled  to  give  up  the  subscription  water,  as  our  funds 
would  not  meet  the  expenses,  but  shall  endeavour  to  find 
our  friends  some  little  sport  when  they  visit  us  — Yours 
truly,    W.  Waller. 

HOW  THAMES  ASSISTANT  RIVER  KEEPERS 
ARE  APPRECIATED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  as  much  surprised  as  Mr.  Amphlett 
to  get  a  letter  from  the  Thames  Conservancy,  informing 
me  that  in  consequence  of  the  misuse  of  cast  nets  by 
some  persons  not  mentioned,  the  privilege  of  using  a 
CiSt  net  was  to  be  taken  away  from  all  assistant  river 
keepers. 

I  gather  from  your  editorial  note  that  some  misappre- 
hension exists  concerning  the  history  of  this  matter.  Not 
so  many  years  ago  practically  anyone  used  a  oast  net  of 
considerable  size  in  the  Thames.  I  myself  have  seen,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Henley,  five  large  cast  nets  being 
worked  in  one  afternoon,  and  all  for  poaching  purposes. 
The  worst  offenders  in  this  respect  were  the  waterside 
loafers,  so-called  watermen,  n  en  on  the  border  line 
between  being  watermen  and  profesaional  fishermen,  and, 
in  a  few  cases,  the  professional  fishermen  themselves. 

Later  on  the  size  of  the  ciist  net  was  judiciously 
diminished,  and,  it  being  felt  mcst  undesirable  to  allow 
anyone  to  use  a  cast  net  who  pleased,  the  use  of  these  nets 
was  limited  to  assistant  river  keepers.  This  waa  intended 
to  have,  and  did  have,  the  effect  of  making  the  better  class 
of  professional  fishermen  become  assistant  river  keepers, 
in  addition  to  several  private  gentlemen,  who  very 
generously  gave  up  some  of  their  time  to  the  unpleasant 
duties  connected  with  the  post. 

"Now,  I  understand,  the  professional  fishermen,  some  of 
whom  were  among  the  original  offenders  in  the  using  of 
cast  nets,  are  to  continue  to  use  the  net,  while  the  public- 


spirited  men,  who  have  been  acting  as  assistant  river 
keepers  solely  in  the  interests  of  Thames  anglers,  are  to  be 
debarred  from  this  small  privilege.  The  thing  ia  almost  in 
the  nature  of  an  inault.  If  on  the  T.A.P.S.  water  there 
are  one  or  two  persons  who  are  abusing  the  privilege,  then 
they  have  no  business  to  be  assistant  river  keepers,  and 
they  should  be  deprived  of  their  deputations  by  the 
Thames  Conservancy;  but  to  cast  this  slur  on  all  the 
aaaiatant  river  keepers  appears  to  me  a  very  g^rave 
matter. 

I  have  only,  in  conclusion,  to  say  that  I  have  no  personal 
interest  whatever  in  the  use  of  the  cast  net,  aa  I  have 
never  used  one  in  the  Thames,  or,  indeed,  in  any  other 
river,  and  have  no  wish  to  do  so.  I  hope,  in  the  interest 
of  that  good  feeling  which  should  exist  among  all  who  are 
helping  to  improve  the  Thames  fisheries,  the  T.A.P.S. 
Committee,  and  also  the  Thames  Conservators,  will  see 
their  way  to  reconsider  this  matter,  and  at  once  take  steps 
to  annul  the  warrants  of  assistant  river  keeper  given  to 
those  persons  (if  any)  who  have  been  netting  the  Thames 
for  bait  for  purpoaea  of  aale  and  profit. — Youra  faithfully,- 
  John  Bickerdyke. 


Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  8th  inst.  I  notice  Mr. 
Amphlett  has  once  more  given  vent  to  an  instalment  of  his 
large  stock  of  ill-will  towards  the  T.A.P.S..  and  with 
something  more,  if  ijossible,  than  his  usual  lack  of  justice 
and  common  sense  in  dealing  with  an  institution  whose 
chief  fault  possibly,  in  his  eyes,  ia  that  it  doea  not  include 
his  worthy  self  in  its  executive. 

He  complains  that  the  society  has  robbed  certain 
honorary  ofiiciala  of  a  privilege  to  which  they,  like  Mr. 
Amphlett  himself,  attach  very  little  value. 

If  any  of  these  "robbed"  honorary  river  keepers  feel 
themselves  aggrieved,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  they  will 
appreciate  Mr.  A.'s  advocacy  of  their  cause.  At  any  rate,' 
as  one  who  respects  the  intentions  and  appreciates  the 
work  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  I  consider  that  Mr.  A.  has  paid  the 
old  society  an  unintentional  compliment  by  writing  auoh  a, 
long  letter  on  auch  an  unreal  grievance. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  uae  of  the  cast  net  to  these 
gentlemen  (and  I  venture  to  aay  that  all,  or  nearly  aU,  are' 
placed  in  the  same  position  as  Mr.  A.  himself,  that  they 
do  not  possess  one)  will  not  lose  the  society  any  of  its 
friends  and  supporters  aa  Mr.  Amphlet  predicts,  and  seema 
most  ardently  to  desire. — I  am,  air,  yours  faithfully, 

  Walter  Back. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND— 'WARE  BULLS. 

Dear  Sir, — Presuming  on  your  well-known  kindness 
and  courtesy,  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  kindly  insert 
in  your  valuable  paper  one  or  two  items  of  information 
that  might  prove  interesting  to  English  anglers.  In  the 
first  place,  then,  to  those  who  are  enamoured  of  trout 
fishing,  I  can  strongly  recommend  Newtownstewart,  co. 
Tyrone,  as  one  of  the  very  best  centres  in  Ireland,  and  can 
make  this  statement  with  safety,  having  fished  over  the 
wbo'e  country.  Newtownstewart  is  within  easy  access  of 
four  fine  rivers,  the  swift  and  broken  waters  of  which 
I  e  oken  to  an  angler's  eye  the  home  of  trout,  and,  in  the 
proper  season,  of  salmon,  too.  The  scenery  is  good,  and 
the  air  fine  and  bracing. 

I  got  the  very  best  and  kindest  treatment  I  received  in 
Ireland  at  the  Abercorn  Arms  Hotel,  where  the  angler'a 
minutest  wants  are  attended  to.  The  best  fishing  on  these 
waters  can  only  be  had  by  wading.  I  killed,  myself, 
although  only  a  moderate  angler,  twenty-three  nice  trout 
in  one  evening  in  the  early  part  of  this  month,  and  under 
unfavourable  conditions  on  no  day  need  the  sportsman 
return  with  an  empty  creel. 

In  the  second  place,  to  those  who  prefer  grilse  or  peal 
fishing,  I  know  of  no  finer  river  than  the  Mulcaire,  a 
tributary  of  the  Shannon,  and  which  can  be  fished  from 
Limeiick.  I  found  Geary's  Hotel,  Thomas-street,  very 
comfortable.  Whilst  fishing  the  Mulcaire  one  day  in 
August  of  laat  year  I  had  five  grilse_  in  my  bag 
averaging  41b.  each.  I  crossed  a  stile,  intending 
to  fish  higher  up  the  stream,  and  had  to  pass 
near  a  herd  of  cattle,  which,  to  my  surprise,  began 
to  show  sings  of  hostility,  and  the  bull  more  ao  than  any. 
Matters  became  so  threatening  that  I  began  slowly  to 
retreat  to  the  stile  ;  the  bull  must  have  guessed  (if  bulls 
guess)  my  intention,  and  made  a  furious  charge.  I  then 
put  on  full  steam,  and  got  half-way  up  the  stile,  when 
"  taurus  "  rather  rudely  assisted  me  over  the  other  half , 
and  I  fell  sprawling,  but  unhurt,  on  the  other  aide. 

I  never  before  had  auch  deep  feelinga  of  devotion  aa 
when  I  viewed  the  now  harmless  and  irate  monater  on  the 
safe  side  of  that  stile. 

Whilst  fishing  the  Eden,  above  Carlisle,  for  salmon,  I 
met  with  a  very  uncommon  incident.  I  killed  a  10 Jib. 
fish,  and  saw  a  much  larger  one  rise  further  out  in  the 
stream.  I  now  waded  in  deeper,  and  let  out  a  few  more 
yards  of  line,  and  made  as  strong  a  cast  as  I  could ;  but 
suddenly  found  my  Castleoonnell  rod  smashed  by  a  violent 
wrench  behind.  On  looking  round,  I  found  I  had  firmly 
hooked  a  bulk  ok  at  the  root  of  the  tail.  I  gave  him  plenty 
of  line  (upon  compulsion),  gotout,  and  played  the  animal  a 
good  distance,  when  the  beast  threw  up  his  hind  legs  and 
left  me  minus  a  splendid  casting  line  and  two  fliea.  The 
bullock  then  swam  the  river.  During  the  play  of  this  odd 
fish  the  laughter  of  the  pedestrians  was  great,  and  I  iraa 
compelled  to  join  them. 

I  went  home  dejected,  and  aakedmy  wife  to  kindly  examine 
the  hind  quartera  of  the  herd,  so  as  to  locate  my  loss,  but 
she  declined.  However,  my  firat  accident  proved  to  me 
that  I  am  possessed  of  sprinting  powers  of  which  before  I 
bad  no  idea  ;  and  the  cause  of  the  commotion  amongat  the 
cattle  was  the  sight  of  a  flaring  red  tie..  So  I  would 
advise  all  anglers  to  avoid  red  ties  and  bullocks. — I  am, 
dear  sir,  yours  faithfully,  F.  Warren,  B.A. 

Dublin. 

Several  letters  unavoidably  held  over. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 
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THE  NEW  EDITION  OF  "DRY-FLY 
FISHING  IN  THEORY  AND 
PRACTICE."* 


The  last  edition  haviDg  long  been  out  of  print, 
we  are  glad  to  welcome  a  new  and  revised,  and 
much  cheaper  edition  of  this  classic  of  dry-fly 
fishing.  The  only  sad  thing  about  it  is  that  it 
should  be  dedicated,  not  to  George  Selwyn 
Marryat  personally,  as  the  first  edition  was,  but 
"  to  his  memory " — a  graceful  tribute  none  the 
less.  Nor  could  the  author's  references  to  his 
late  friend  in  his  preface  to  this  edition  easily  be 
matched  for  genuine  feeling  and  good  taste. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  many  of  the  revi- 
sions and  corrections  in  this  edition  were  made 
by  Mr.  Marryat  himself  not  long  before  his  death, 
and  that  since  then  the  author  has  consulted  two 
of  the  best  dry-fly  fishermen  of  the  day — Mr.  N. 
Lloyd  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope — and  has  incorporated 
in  the  present  edition  many  valuable  suggestions 
made  by  them. 

_  As  regards  the  particulars  in  which  this  edition 
differs  from  the  earlier  one,  we  cannot  do  better 
than  quote  Mr.  Halford's  own  words  : 

"  A  comparison  of  this  with  the  original  edition 

*  Diiy-Fr,y  Fihhi.vo  i.v  Thkobt  and  Practice.  B. 
Fred«fric  M.  Halford.  Revi«ed  edition.  London  :  Vinton 
and  Co.,  Limited,  9,  New  Bridge-atreet,  E.G. 


will  show  that,  although  the  alterations  in  the 
general  scheme  have  been  few,  the  revision  of 
minor  points  and  matters  of  detail  has  been  most 
comprehensive.  After  all,  success  or  non-success 
in  dry-fly  fishing  is  greatly  dependent  on  matters 
of  detail ;  and  my  chief  aim  and  object  have  been 
to  give  the  modern  angler  the  benefit  of  any 
experience  acquired  during  the  last  ten  years,  so 
as  to  bring  this  edition  thoroughly  up  to  date. 
Any  real  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of 
rods  and  tackle  have  been  exhaustively  treated, 
including  the  Lloyd  Ferrule,  as  well  as  tlie  valu- 
able and  practical  suggestions  of  Mr.  Hawksley 
in  reference  to  testing  rods.  The  early  part  of 
the  chapter  on  selection  of  fly  has,  in  view  of 
experiments  on  the  colour  question,  been  entirely 
re-written,  and  in  the  later  part  it  has  been  much 
improved  by  the  addition  of  a  number  of  new 
patterns  which  have  been  tried  and  found  suc- 
cessful. The  principles  of  playing  a  hooked  fish 
in  weedy  places  have  been  considered  in  the  light 
of  the  experiments  conducted  in  the  first  instance 
by  Mr.  Lloyd  and  checked  by  further  experi- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  author  and  many 
friends;  and  the  chapter  on  Autopsy  has  been 
corrected  and  improved  in  details." 

As  regards  the  illustrations  in  this  work,  they 
are  practically  the  same  as  in  the  first,  and  include 
the  hand-coloured  steel  plates  and  the  full  page 
plates  of  the  different  casts  sometimes  used  by 
dry-fly  anglers,  such  as  dry-switch,  steeple,  under- 
hand, as  well  as  the  ordinary  overhand  cast  used 
by  most  anglers  in  most  cases. 

These  plates  have  scared  some  anglers  off 
buying  Mr.  Halford's  book,  as  they  have  glanced 
at  them,  and  then  said  "  what  fearful  work  ;  life 
is  too  short  to  try  to  learn  such  terrific  casting," 
whereas  if  they  had  read  the  book  they  would 
have  seen  that  in  the  picture  of  the  dry  switch  the 
length  of  line  was  only  10yds.  from  fly  to  reel; 
in  all  the  other  casts  only  about  12yds.  to  15yds. 
were  used,  and  the  author  refers  to  10yds.  to 
15yds.  as  being  the  length  for  most  people. 

We  think  that  Mr.  Halford  places  too  much 
reliance  on  the  art  of  photography  as  contro- 
verting those  writers  who  say  that  you  should 
wait  until  the  line  is  well  extended  behind  you 
before  making  the  forward  cast.  Mr.  Halford 
says  these  writers  say  extended  "  in  a  straight 
line  "  behind  you,  but  we  do  not  remember  any  of 
them  insisting  quite  on  the  "  straight  line."  All 
they  intended,  of  course,  was  that  you  should  give 
the  fly  time  behind  before  making  the  forward 
cast. 

Then  Mr.  Halford  says  the  line  cannot  be 
extended  in  a  straight  line  behind  you.  "  This 
position  cannot  in  any  style  of  casting  with  a  line 
of  appreciable  length  occur."  But  surely  if  this 
were  correct  you  could  not  extend  a  fly  in  front  of 
you,  for  the  force  and  nature  of  the  action  sending 
the  fly  back  is  the  same  as  that  in  sending  it 
forward.  If  the  line  can  never  extend  straight 
out  behind  you  how  does  it  happen  that  you  often 
find  your  fly  hitched  up  in  the  long  grass,  or  in  a 
bush  or  tree,  in  a  straight  line  behind  you,  and 
to  the  full  extent  of  your  line  behind  you,  so  much 
so  that  you  are  pulled  up  short  the  instant  you 
begin  the  forward  cast  ?  It  is  just  because  you 
have  allowed  a  little  too  much  time  behind  that 
your  fly  has  dropped  and  hooked  round  that 
thistle  as  far  behind  you,  as  the  fish  you  are  tiying 
for  is  in  front  of  you.  For  these  reasons  we  have 
never  considered  photographs  of  casting  as  having 
much  more  than  a  pictorial  interest  in  most  cases. 
Perhaps  the  cinematograph,  which  gives  the 
whole  movement,  instead  of  a  lightning  flash  part 
of  it,  may  throw  more  light  on  this  interesting 
point.  But  the  fly  fast  round  the  twig  15yds.  or 
20yds.  behind  you,  when  you  hoped  to  get  it  fast 
in  the  trout  15yds.  or  20yds.  in  front  of  you,  will 
always  be  a  very  stubborn  fact  to  get  over  in 
considering  this  question. 

If  there  are  no  Fish  Rising  should  the 
"Dry-fly"  Man  Fish? 

This  is  a  tremendous  point  in  dry-fly  ethics. 
In  his  first  edition  Mr.  Halford  said  he  thought 
it  was  "  riding  the  hobby  to  death  "  never  to  fish 
except  over  rising  fish,  and  said,  "  I  for  one  am  a 
strong  advocate  for  floating  a  cocked  fly  over  a 
likely  place,  even  if  no  movement  of  a  feeding 
fish  has  been  seen  there,"  and  he  describes  likely 
places  for  so  fishing. 

In  his  new  edition  we  are  somewhat  sorry  to 
find  he  has  cut  out  all  about  his  bsing  a  strong 


advocate  for  trying  the  dry  fly  in  a  likely  place, 
and  will  only  go  so  far  as  to  say  that :  "  If  an 
angler  on  private  or  exceptionally  well-stocked 
water  sees  a  trout  or  (jraijliruj  in  position  for  feed- 
ing in  a  likely  place,  he  is  perhaps  justified  in 
floating  a  cocked  fly  over  it." 

We  think  most  dry-fly  anglers  will  agree  with 
us  that  he  would  be  fully  justified  in  doing  so — 
even  if  he  only  imagined  the  fish  was  there. 

.lust  as  there  are  High  ChuK^hmen,  Broad 
Churchmen,  and  Low  Churchmen,  so  there  are 
High-dry-flymen,  Broad-dry-flymen,  and  Low- 
dry-flymen. 

The  High-dry-flymen  use  only  dry  flies  (cocked) 
over  rising  fish. 

The  Broad-dry-flymen  use  dry  flies  over  rising 
fish,  or  where  they  expect  a  fish  to  rise. 

The  Low-dry-flymen  use  the  Alexandra  or  a 
sunk  alder  on  a  dry  fly  water,  if  they  cannot  move 
fish  with  the  dry  fly. 

They  are  all  jolly  good  fellows,  but  the  H.  D.  F. 
doesn't  think  a  great  deal  of  the  B.  D.  F.,  and 
the  B.  D.  F.  thinks  less  of  the  L.  D.  F.,  and  the 
L.  D.  F.  thinks  the  other  two  are  both  B.  F.'s 
(big  flats,  possibly). 

Here  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Halford's  book, 
which  the  beginner  in  dry-fly  fishing  ought  to 
have  engraved  on  a  large  brass  plate  and  fastened 
on  his  creel : 

"The  Dry -Fly  Angler  must  Expect  to 
Miss  an  Abnormally  Large  Proportion  of 
Rises." 

If  our  author  had  added,  "  therefore  the  dry- 
fly  angler  should  carry  an  abnormally  large 
whiskey  flask,"  it  would  have  been  consoling  and 
appropriate  after  such  a  damper.  Mr.  Halford 
does  not  tell  us  what  a  normal  proportion  of  rises 
to  miss  would  be,  certainly  as  compared  with  the 
wet  fly  style  the  number  of  rises  missed  is  far  less 
in  dry-fly  fishing.  Dei-byshire  anglers  will  agree 
with  us  that  it  is  not  quite  correct  to  say  that 
"in  Derbyshire  a  few  years  back  everyone  fished 
downstream."  We  fished  on  the  Derwent,  Wye 
&c.,  thirty  years  ago,  and  fished  and  met  many 
anglers  who  fished  casting  upstream,  as  recom- 
mended by  Stewart,  Wade,  Ogden,  and  other 
writers  forty  and  more  years  ago.  For  instance, 
the  late  James  Ogden,  who  has  many  claims  to 
be  considered  the  father  of  di-y-fly  fishing,  in 
describing  how  he  Introduced  artificial  dry-fly 
fishing  on  the  Derbyshire  Wye  in  1865  says  you 
should  cast  your  fly  upstream  always,  and  keep 
below  your  fish. 

"  A  Silent  Rod  and  a  Whistling  Line  mean 
Good  Casting." 
So  said  the  late  Mr.  Marryat.  Mi-.  Lloyd 
remarks  in  a  footnote  that  he  finds  the  rod 
always  makes  a  noise  if  held  so  that  the  rings  are 
in  front.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  rod  is  turned 
so  that  the  rings  lie  above  or  imderneath  there  is 
no  sound  from  the  rod,  the  line  only  being  heard. 
Mr.  Marryat  often  fished  thus,  which  would 
account  for  his  mistaken  idea."  We  think  it 
does  not  much  matter  which  sings,°and  that 
at  times  both  do,  and  at  times  neither.  It  depends 
on  the  wind,  on  the  shape  and  make  of  the  rings, 
on  the  nature  of  the  line,  as  well,  doubtless,  as 
the  position  in  which  the  rod  is  held  and  the  force 
used  in  casting.  Mr.  G.  M.  Tod,  in  our  columns 
many  years  ago,  referred  to  the  peculiar  swish 
made  by  a  good  fly  fisher. 

"A  Feeding  Fish  Should  Never  be 
Passed  Over." 

This  is  another  of  Mr.  Halford's  maxims  which 
the  beginner  should  learn  by  heart.  It  does  not 
niatter  how  difiicult  the  cast  may  be,  ti-y  it  if  the 
fish  is  worth  trying  for.  At  the  worst  you  leave 
a  bit  of  gut  and  a  fly  behind ;  at  the  best  you  get 
a  fish  which,  never  tried  for,  is  generally  a 
good  one.  _  _ . 

Another  good  old  maxim  is,  never  to  leave  rising 
fish  because  you  think  you  may  do  better  else- 
where. Many  an  angler  who  has  seen  the  fish 
begin  rising  has  said  to  himself,  "  By  George ! 
those  big  fellows  in  Hine's  Pool  will  be  on  now  ;  " 
and  hurries  away  from  feeding  fish,  often  only  to 
find  that  those  a  mile  higher  up  or  down  the 
stream  are  not  feeding.  The  rise  of  fly  is  some- 
times limited  to  a  short  stretch  of  water. 

Although  it  is  not  in  the  least  necessary  to 
know  one  quarter,  or  one  twentieth  part  for  that 
matter,  of  all  the  "  recipes  and  wrinkles  "  scattered 
so  freely  through  Mr.  Halford's  invariably  inte- 
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resting  pages — although  it  is  quite  unnecessary, 
we  say,  to  know  these  and  yet  be  a  very  good 
dry-fly  fisherman,  able  to  hold  your  own,  as  far  as 
killing  fish  goes,  with  the  best  of  them  ;  still,  there 
is  no  question,  and  can  be  no  question,  about 
the  value  of  most  of  these  rules.  They  are 
undoubtedly  "  correct  tips ;  "  but  the  bother  of 
it  is  so  few  of  us  have  leisure  enough  to  carry 
them  out.  The  fact  is,  that  dry-fly  fishing  is  not 
one  quarter  so  difiicult  as  anyone  reading  Mr. 
Halford's  book  would  imagine.  Trout  in  some 
of  our  rivers  are  well  educated ;  but  when 
Mr.  Halford  talis  us  to  sit  down  and  consider 
not  only  the  probability  of  the  fly  dragging,  but 
the  general  surroundings  and  the  "  idiosyncrasies 
of  the  individual  fish  when  feeding,"  before 
attempting  a  cast,  we  can  only  say  we  fear  life 
is  too  short  for  most  of  us  to  do  so.  Catch  him 
first,  and  study  his  idiosyncrasies,  i.e.,  autopsy 
him  afterwards,  if  you  feel  so  disposed.  For  our 
own  part,  we  regret  to  say,  making  autopsies  of 
any  sort  has  such  a  sickening  effect  that  we  would 
rather  other  people  did  it  for  us.  And  after  all, 
what  is  the  practical  good  of  cutting  open  and 
making  posi  mortems  on  trout?  In  ninety-nine 
cases  out  of  a  hundred  you  can  tell  the  cause  of 
death  without  that,  and  equally  in  ninety-nine 
cases  out  of  a  hundred  it  has  no  relation  what- 
ever to  the  contents  of  the  deceased's  stomach. 
The  principal  efEect  of  an  autopsy  of  a  trout  after 
you  have  had  a  good  day's  sport  and  a  good 
dinner  is  to  iipset  your  own  stomach,  therefore 
we  like  to  let  others  who  have  cast  iron  "  innards  " 
carry  out  these  self-imposed  investigations,  which 
at  times  lead  their  devotees  into  error.  For 
instance,  on  page  27G,  Mr.  Halford  says :  "  One 
often  hears  tne  expression  '  splashing  at  sedge.' 
Do  not  believe  it.  Fish  do  not  splash  at  sedge." 
In  other  words,  they  do  not  rise  with  any  noise 
when  feeding  on  sedge  in  the  evenings.  But 
what  is  one  to  believe,  print  or  one's  own  eyes 
and  ears  ?  Many  a  time  on  an  August  or  Septem- 
ber evening  have  we  seen  the  sedge  flies  coming 
down,  and  seen  and  heard  the  trout  and  grayling 
sucking  them  down  with  a  noise  like  a  cow  pulling 
her  hoof  out  of  the  mixen.  On  such  occasions 
the  grayling,  especially  the  big  fish,  abandon 
their  usual  habit  of  returning  to  the  bottom  after 
rising  and  (especially  if  the  water  is  at  all  deep) 
lie  just  under  the  surface,  moving  right  and  left 
like  the  trout  to  meet  the  flies.  Fishing  a  short 
line  to  such  fish  rising  under  the  bank  just  above 
you,  with  stoutish  gut  and  a  big  Cinnamon  Sedge, 
you  can  often  bustle  a  good  fish  in  the  net  before 
he  knows  what's  up,  by  holding  him  hard  and 
keeping  his  head  on  the  surface. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  lovely  41b.  9oz. 
trout  which  Mr.  Halford  presented  to  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  killed  on  a  dark  sedge  one  dark 
evening  on  the  Test,  was  seen  and  weighed  by 
Mr.  Marryat,  whose  name  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
first  edition.  After  a  most  exciting  description 
of  his  fight  with  this  splendid  fish  Mr.  Halford 
says : 

"  It  was  too  dark  to  weigh  it  there  and  then, 
but  on  my  way  home  I  met  my  friend  Marryat, 
who  inquired  as  to  my  sport.  I  told  him  one  fish 
over  2f  lb.,  and  another  good  one.  To  his  inquiry 
'How  big?'  I  said  'Ob,  about  41b.'  He  said 
'  Let  me  see,'  and  added  '  No,  that  is  a  well- 
conditioned  fish,  but  it  will  not  go  41b.'  How- 
ever, when  we  reached  home  and  weighed  it,  we 
found  that,  although  a  short  fish,  it  was  in  such 
perfect  condition  as  to  turn  the  scale  at  and 
slightly  above  41b.  9oz." 

Mr.  Halford's  directions  for  hooking,  playing, 
and  landing  a  trout  will  put  the  beginner  into 
the  best  form  if  carefully  followed  out.  We  note 
that  while  Mr.  Halford  agrees  with  striking  from 
the  reel,  which  we  believe  we  were  the  first  to 
advocate  in  print,  Mr.  Pope  thinks  striking  from 
the  hand  gives  better  immediate  command  over 
the  fish,  but  qualifies  it  by  saying  "  No  doubt, 
when  using  very  fine  gut,  it  is  safer  to  strike  from 
the  reel."  It  seems  to  us  Mr.  Pope  gives  himself 
away  on  this  point,  as  if  you  are  not  using  very 
fine  gut  there  can  be  no  fear  of  smashing. 

A  novelty  in  the  way  of  playing  a  fish  which 
has  weeded  you  is  described  in  this  edition  of  Mr. 
Halford's  book ;  it  is  based  on  practical  experi- 
ments made  by  Mr.  N.  Lloyd  and  himself,  and 
consists  in  taking  the  line  in  your  fingers,  and  by 
"  gentle  hand  playing,"  as  it  were,  coaxing  the  fish 
out  of  the  weeds,  and  once  out  of  the  weeds  the 
fish  "  can  be  played  with  greater  ease  and  certainty 


by  hand  than  by  the  rod,  and  that  it  is  as  easy  to 
net  the  fish  playing  from  the  hand  as  from  the 
rod."  This  sounds  like  sea  fishing  in  the-  hand- 
line  style.  "  It  is  only  fair  to  add,"  says 
Mr.  Halford,  "that  this  plan,  while  uniformly 
successful  on  some  days,  seems  to  fail  in  nearly 
every  case  in  others."  On  the  whole,  we  should 
prefer  to  do  the  coaxing  by  pulling  on  the  line 
gently  with  one  hand,  while  holding  the  rod  ready 
for  a  rush  out  in  the  other. 

In  conclusion  we  can  only  once  again,  as  we 
bave  so  often  done  in  past  years,  recommend  this 
charming  and  in  every  way  interesting  and 
admirable  book  to  dry-fly  anglers,  and  not  only 
to  dry-fly  anglers  but  to  all  fly  fishermen,  for 
there  is  not  a  fly  fishing  stream  in  the  whole  world 
in  which  its  most  clear  and  practical  directions 
may  not  be  followed  with  advantage. 


THE  SOUTH  COUNTRY  TROUT 
STREAMS* 


"The  trout  fisher,  like  the  landscape  caiater,  hacnta 
the  loveliest  places  of  the  earth,  and  haunts  them  alone." 
— Tom  Brown  at  O.'cford. 

This  appropriate  quotation  is  on  the  title  page 
of  Mr.  George  A.  B.  Dewar's  new  and  most 
welcome  little  book  on  our  south  country  trout 
streams,  a  book  which  in  our  opinion  cannot  fail 
not  only  to  interest  but  also  to  be  of  very  great 
use  to  south  country  anglers.    With  this  and 


Tottenham,  the  Stour  below  Canterbury ;  but  it 
is  sickening  to  go  through  the  list,  and  the  recent 
report  of  the  Trent  Board  of  Conservators  shows  ■ 
a  similar  horrible  state  of  affairs,  salmon  prac- 
tically extinct,  and  the  main  river  and  its 
tributaries  literally  poisoned  to  death.  The 
people  who  draw  iip  the  books  used  by  our  School 
Boards  ought  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  our  rivers  and  streams,  and 
report  in  the  books  supplied  to  the  children  :  then 
the  coming  generation  would  demand  reform. 

In  his  opening  chapter  Mr.  Dewar  says  that 
"  it  is  a  somewhat  curious  fact  that  a  trout-fishing 
expedition,  or  holiday,  commonly  conveys  the  idea 
to  the  south  country  man,  and  more  especially, 
perhaps,  to  the  Londoner,  of  a  trip  to  the  North 
of  England,  to  Wales,  or  Scotland,  or  even  much 
farther  afield."  We  venture  to  say  that  the 
thousands  of  south  country  anglers,  and  especially 
the  Londoners,  who  fish  in  the  hundreds  of  trout 
streams  mentioned  in  this  charming  little  book, 
will  tell  the  author  that  his  "cm-ious  fact"  is 
only  pure  fancy ;  if  Mr.  Dewar  had  referred  to  a 
salmon- fishing  expedition,  or  holiday,  of  course  it 
would  be  different.  The  fact  is,  Mr.  Dewar  has  a 
wonderfully  amusing  way  of  discovering  things 
which  exist  only  in  his  own  imagination,  or  else 
have  been  common  knowledge  to  everybody  else 
for  centuries.  For  instance,  he  "  does  not  hesitate 
to  assert "  (p.  2)  that  "  a  good  deal  of  the  finest 
trout  fishing  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  actually 
in,  or  hard  by,  the  counties,  or  shires,  of  the 
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(From  Mr.  Percy  Buckman's  Picture,  by  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Henry  Hammans). 


"  The  Angler's  Diary"  (edited  by  Mr.  Irwin  E.  B. 
Cox,  now,  we  are  glad  to  say,  M.P.),  those  who 
want  to  find  some  quiet  fishing  place  from  Kent 
to  Cornwall  ought  not  to  have  much  difficulty, 
especially  as  the  diary  is  arranged  alphabetically, 
and  Mr.  Dewar's  book  has  an  excellent  index. 

In  the  preface,  after  thanking  many  gentlemen 
for  information  supplied  to  him,  Mr.  Dewar  says : 
"  Two  things  have  especially  struck  me  in  the 
course  of  my  inquiries  into  the  condition  and  the 
characteristics  of  our  south  country  trout  streams. 
First,  the  large  and,  I  am  afraid,  not  decreasing 
number  of  fine  waters  which  are  subjected  to  the 
most  objectionable  forms  of  pollution,  and, 
secondlv,  the  lowei'ing  of  the  springs  of  various 
cbaljj  streams  by  water  companies  and  the  like." 

The  only  remedy  for  this  unhappy  state  of 
many  of  our  rivers  is  to  educate  the  public 
generally  to  see  that  sewage  and  refuse  from  mills 
and  factories  ought  never  to  be  put  into  running 
or  other  waters.  That  the  modern  British  sewage 
farm  is  a  horrible  fraud  is  proved  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  Wandle  below  the  Croydon  sewage 
farm  efiluents,  by  the  condition  of  the  Lea  at 

*  TriR  South  Country  Trout  Streams.  By  Geo. 
A.  B.  Dewar,  Author  of  "  The  Book  of  the  Dry  Fly." 
Illustrated.  London:  Lawrence  and  Bullen  Ltd.  Beirg 
the  new  volume  in  the  Angler's  Library  edited  by  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Bt.,  and  F.  G,  Aflalo. 


southern  seaboard."  If  Mr.  Dewar  had  said  it  is 
well  known  that  the  finest  trout  fishing  to  be  had 
in  these  islands  is  to  be  had  in  our  south  country 
streams  nobody  who  knows  would  have  been 
surprised.  For  size,  wariness,  and  gameness 
where  can  you  beat  the  ti'out  of  our  south  country 
chalk  streams  ? 

We  will  not  wade  with  Mr.  Dewar  deep  into  the 
oil  bottle  and  its  value.  He  says  he  "  still  ventures 
to  hold  the  view  that  the  fly  can  be  made  to  float 
and  kill  without  the  oil."  Who  ever  said  it  could 
not  ?  What  did  we  all  do  in  the  twenty  or  five- 
and-twenty  antemacassar  years  of  di-y  fly  fishing  ? 
Why,  we  worked  three  times  as  hard  as  was 
necessary,  and  on  soaking  wet  days  we  had  to 
stop  indoors,  instead  of  going  out  to  fish  dry,  as 
now  we  can  do. 

However,  let  the  galled  angler  winoe,  our 
feathers  are  unwrung  (and  don't  want  wringing, 
as  they  are  oiled).  Anyone  who  has  ever  seen,  as 
we  have  often  done,  an  artificial  May  Fly  cast  on 
a  rough,  wet  day  among  waves,  get  pulled  clean 
under  water,  and  then  come  up  and  float  like  a 
duck,  will  never,  as  long  aa  he  lives,  question  the 
value  of  paraffin.  Of  course,  some  flies  float 
better  than  others — some  feathers  are  naturally 
oily,  and,  unless  they  have  been  treated  with  soda, 
will  throw  off  the  water  better  than  ptherp ; ,  "but  a 
little  paraffiu  makes  all  woudeiiully  buoyant,  and 
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we  also  find  that  moths  will  not  attack  flies  which 
have  been  paraffined.  The  question  as  to  whether 
the  oil  used  should  be  odourless  or  not  is  purely  a 
personal  one  for  the  angler.  The  fish  don't  mind 
the  smell  or  flash  point  of  the  oil,  it's  the  flash 
of  the  rod  they  object  to.  But  accidents  will 
happen  and  last  season,  in  getting  an  oil  bottle 
replenished  at  a  cottage,  the  old  lady  upset  some 
on  the  fish  in  our  creel.  If  it  had  been  "  Dago- 
net's  "  "  Tatcho,"  which  is  nicely  scented,  it  would 
not  have  mattered  so  much.  "  Tatcho  "  is 
evidently  an  inflammable  oil,  highly  scented  with 
citron,  and  as  such  we  recommend  it  to  dry  fly 
anglers,  as  a  shilling  bottle  will  last  for  months ; 
and  to  test  its  nature  soak  a  bit  of  paper  in  it, 
and  then  set  fire  to  it,  and  it  flares  up  like — 
araffin.  For  this  reason  those  who  use  it  as  a 
ail-  dressing  should  be  very  careful  of  fire. 
To  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  the  scope  of  Mr. 
Dewar's  book,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  it 
deals  in  a  more  or  less  general,  but  always  inte- 
resting, way  with  the  streams  of  Kent,  Surrey, 
Middlesex,  Hertfordshire,  Sussex,  Bucks,  Oxford- 
shire, Gloucestershire,  Berkshire,  Hampshire, 
Dorsetshire,  Wiltshire,  Somersetshire,  Devon- 
shire, and  Cornwall. 

One  of  the  things  Mr.  Dewar  mentions,  viz.,  the 
"  lessening  in  the  number  of  natural  flies  "  noticed 
on  many  rivers,  he  does  not  think  is  so  widespread 
an  evil  as  some  anglers  suppose,  and  he  quotes  Sir 
Humphry  Davy  as  stating  that  he  had  observed  a 
diminution  of  the  number  of  flies  in  some  rivers  he 
had  fished  for  the  best  part  of  half  a  century, 
and  as  Sir  Humphiy  wrote  over  seventy  years 
ago,  Mr.  Dewar  has  grounds  for  his  inference  that 
things  are  not  so  bad  as  some  of  us  suppose.  We 
are  all  too  prone  to  praise  the  good  old  times  at 
the  expense  of  the  present,  but  who  would 
really  care  to  go  back  to  the  old  coach  days  when 
people  in  this  country  were  hung,  or  branded,  or 
transported  for  stealing  a  loaf  or  a  pocket-handker- 
chief ?  All  the  same,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
disappearance  of  the  May  Fly  from  many  stretches 
of  water  where  it  was  formerly  plentiful,  and  we 
know  stretches  of  the  Test,  It«hen,  etc.,  where  it 
is  certain  the  variety  and  quantity  of  small  fly  is 
not  what  it  was  ten  or  twenty  years  ago.  As 
Penton,  the  late  Mr.  T.  J.  Mann's  admirable  river 
keeper,  says  (and  few  have  had  better  opportunities 
of  observing) :  "  The  absence  of  fly  grows  less." 
Penton  (who  one  morning  landed  for  Mr.  Mann 
four  trout  weighing  161b.,  all  killed  on  a  small 
dark  olive)  means  the  reverse  of  what  he  says,  but 
his  quaint  way  of  putting  it  emphasises  the  fact. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  river  keepers  we  ever  met 
(alas,  now  no  longer  able  to  do  much  active  work), 
and  the  water  under  his  care  below  Horsebridge 
for  many  years  held  the  finest  stock  of  trout,  both 
for  size,  number,  and  quality,  that  we  have  ever 
seen,  and  when  he  commenced  work  on  it  early  in 
the  eighties,  there  were  more  pike  than  trout. 
At  that  time,  and  for  some  years,  Mr.  Mann  bred 
his  own  trout,  and  it  was  not  until  he  gave  up 
doing  so  that  the  stock  began  to  show  signs  of 
falling  off. 

We  think  few  anglers  will  be  disposed  to  ques- 
tion one  statement  of  Mr.  Dewar,  viz.,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  well  sinking  and  abstraction  of  the 
natural  flow  of  water  in  other  ways,  there  is  not 
nearly  the  same  volume  of  water  in  many  of  our 
streams.  The  Darenth  is  a  notable  instance, 
and  some  of  the  celebrated  Hertfordshire  trout 
streams  threaten  not  to  have  enough  water  in 
them  to  cover  a  decent  trout  before  long,  and 
naturally  nothing  plays  old  Harry  with  a  fishery 
BO  much  as  absence  of  water,  except  absence  of 
fish. 

A  very  pleasant  chapter  in  Mr.  Dewar's  book  is 
No.  III.,  in  which  he  describes  a  south  country  trout 
stream,  its  scenery  and  wild  life;  there  is  nothing 
affected  about  his  love  of  streamland  and  its 
delights,  nothing,  perhaps,  very  new  in  his 
descriptions,  but  his  style  hag  the  genuine  ring, 
and,  moreover,  Mr.  Dewar  is  able  to  make  very 
happy  contrasts  between  the  rivers  and  the 
scenery  of  all  the  district  he  treats  of,  and  of 
others  outside  it,  very  much  of  his  descriptions 
being  from  personal  experience.  How  better 
could  the  Mimram  be  touched  off  than  in  these 
few  words :  "  .  ,  .  nor  the  excellent  streams  of 
Hertfordshire,  such  as  the  Mimram,  or  Maran, 
that  can  often  hide  itself  behind  a  thin  hedge,  so 
a«  to  be  neither  seen  nor  heard  by  one  who  passes 
by  within  a  few  yards,  and  knows  nothing  of  its 
dashing  two-pounders."   AU  who  have  fished  this 


pretty  stream  will  admit  the  truth  of  this  little 
picture  of  it. 

But  we  must  not  attempt  to  follow  Mr.  Dewar 
in  his  wanderings  all  over  this  delightful  south 
country,  though  we  have  read  all  his  book  with 
great  pleasure,  and  admired  his  illustrations.  It 
is  a  book  of  reference  for  the  angler  looking  out 
for  fresh  fishiug  quarters,  and  its  information 
about  waters,  quarters,  fish,  and  flies  is  most 
pleasantly  interspersed  with  natural  descriptions 
and  apt  quotations  from  previous  travellers  over 
the  same  district  and  writers  on  the  same  subject. 
There  is  no  book  covering  the  same  ground  in  the 
same  way,  and  we  most  confidently  recommend 
it  to  all  who  love  a  charming  book  about  angling, 
but  especially  to  lovers  of  our  south  country 
streams. 


THE  "  ARCHER  "  CAST  CASE  WITH 
TRANSPARENT  POCKETS. 
Provisionally  Protected. 

This  new  cast  case  is  intended  to  put  gut  casts 
and  made-up  casts  in,  as  the  pockets  are  of 
embossed  transparency,  and  the  contents  of  each 
can  be  seen  at  a  glance. 

The  wholesale  manufacturers  of  this  new 
registered  cast  case  are  Messrs.  W.  Bartleet  and 
Song,  of  Redditch;  it  can  be  obtained  through 
anyretail  fishing  tackle  maker,  and  there  can 
be  little  doubt  about  its  becoming  one  of  the  most 
popular  cases  for  holding  gut  casts  in  the  market. 


The  beauty  of  the  case  is  that  you  slip  your  gut 
casts  of  different  kinds,  fine,  medium,  and  stout, 
and  your  made-up  cast  of  three  flies — if  you  use 
them  so — and  your  hank  of  fine  gut  for  renewing 
the  important  last  link  next  the  hook ;  you  slip 
these  things,  and  your  fishing  ticket  if  you  like, 
into  a  transparent  pocket  made  of  xylonite.  This 
material  is  stiffer  than  parchment,  very  tough, 
and  although  you  can  see  your  casts,  yet  they  are 
perfectly  protected  from  damp,  and  also  from  light 
when  the  case  is  closed.  Every  angler  knows  the 
truth  of  the  old  saying  "  out  of  sight,  out  of  mind." 
Tou  put  some  special  collars,  etc.,  away  carefully 
in  the  pockets  of  your  fly  book,  and  forget  all  about 
it;  in  the  Archer  case  everything  if  contains  is 
seen  at  a  glance  as  you  turn  over  the  leaves. 
Messrs.  Bartleet  are  applying  the  sheets  of  trans- 
parent xylonite  in  making  fly  books,  etc. 

We  are  so  pleased  with  the  sample  they  have  sent 
us  that  we  have  ordered  half  a  dozen  to  be  made 
slightly  larger,  and  intend  to  try  one  for  holding 
trout  and  grayling  flies  on  eyed  hooks ;  with  a  pair  of 
flat  nippers  it  will  be  quite  easy  to  pick  out  any  fly 
you  want,  and  while  you  can  see  them  al),  they  are 
safe  from  damp  and  moth.  With  a  few  modifica- 
tions the  idea  can  be  adapted  to  suit  the  dry-fly 
or  wet-fly  angler  admirably — we  mean  for  holding 
flies,  as  well  as  casts.  This  inexpensive  novelty 
has  certainly  a  big  sale  before  it. 


MR.  R.  RAMSBOTTOM'S  CATALOGUE. 


One  hundred  strands  of  gut  for  threepence ! 
A  three  yard  gut  line  for  twopence  !  Everyone 
naturally  turns  to  the  price  list  of  gut  in  the  nicely 
got  up  and  fully  illustrated  catalogue  of  Mr.  R. 
Ramsbottom,  of  Gt.  Market-street,  Manchester, 
and  the  above  named  items  at  once  "  catch  the 


eye,"  no  doubt  they  will  catch  fieh  too,  though 
naturally  in  no  way  equal  to  the  higher  qualities 
of  the  "  Refina"  gut  ranging  from  Is.  to  43.  Od. 
per  hank,  or  the  drawn  gut  ranging  from  33.  to 
10s.  per  hank  of  100  strands.  Mr.  R-^msbottom's 
salmon  casts  range  from  2.s.  to  lOs.  Cd.  each,  and 
his  trout  casts  from  2d.  to  Is.  per  .'{yds. 

But  Mr.  Ramsbottom's  catalogue  covers  every 
branch  of  angling,  and  he  is  himself  an  angler 
and  practical  fly-maker  of  over  forty  years' 
experience.  The  following  note  introduces  the 
long  list  of  general  and  special  patterns  of  which 
his  catalogue  makes  mention  : 

"In  presenting  my  list  of  trout,  flies  I  beg  to  offer  tj 
anglers  a  few  remarks  upon  a  subject  on  whic'i  I  claim  to 
speak  with  some  authority,  having  sat  for  twflve  years  at 
the  fly  bench,  and,  in  addition,  used  flies  from  the  aaV 
joined  list  for  over  foity  years. 

"  In  the  first  p'aoe  kiadly  take  a  word  of  warning  and 
eschew  all  clieap  flies.  Their  use  is  fraught  with  infinite 
annoyance  and  pro70cative  of  profanity.  To  find  a 
particular  fly  taking  well,  and  evei7  second  or  third  fish 
either  breaking  off  tbe  point  of  the  hook,  palling  away  the 
feathers,  or  snapping  the  gut,  is  by  no  means  conducive  to 
a  rapid  growth  of  the  Christiau  graces,  and  yet  such 
results  not  only  invariably  follow  the  purchase  of  cheap  if) 
flies,  but,  in  the  nature  of  things,  ?n » do  so.  In  flies, 
above  all  things,  you  require  the  best  materials  and  the 
finest  workmanship,  coupled  with  a  nice  judgment  of  shade 
and  colour.  To  obtain  these  advantages  the  angler  will 
find  a  few  pence  extra  on  a  dozen  of  flies  well  sf  eat ;  I 
therefore  makea  charge  of  Is.  Gi.  per  doz;n,  holding  these 
to  ba  cheaper  ttea  any  ma'Ie  at  a  lower  p'ise,  when  tbe 
fall  difference  in  workmanship  and  material  is  taken  into 
account. 

"My  ordinary  stcck  comprises  fully  250  varieties,  but 
about  100  are  selected  therefrom,  which  will,  I  believe, 
be  found  tquil  to  every  requirement  of  the  angler," 

Among  the  salmon  flies  we  notice  Ramsbottom's 
Parson  and  Ramsbottom's  President,  both 
favourites  with  many  of  Mr.  R.'s  customers.  The 
list  has  a  good  index,  and  more  than  ioO  illustra- 
tions. 


ROWLAND  AND  HARRISON'S 
ADDRESS  LABELS. 

Anglers  who  are  in  the  happy  position  of 
being  able  to  send  to  their  friends  dishes  of  trout, 
or  other  fish  of  their  own  catching,  are  invited  to 
look  at  the  new  advertisement  appearing  in  our 
columns  this  week  (on  page  298).  Jt  shows  a 
black  and  white  representation  of  the  nicely 
coloured  and  well-drawn  trout,  which  is  the 
distinctive  feature  in  the  new  address  labels 
invented  by  Messrs.  Rowland  and  Harrison.  The 
labels  are  cut  out  to  the  shape  of  the  fish,  and 
even  a  man  who  could  not  read  could  sea  that  the 
parcel  that  had  this  label  on  contained  fish,  and 
must  be  delivered  quickly.  It  is  a  good  idea  well 
carried  out,  and  every  angler  who  expects  to  have 
good  sport  should  keep  a  supply  of  these  nice 
trout  labels  handy.  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and  Co. 
are  the  wholesale  agents. 


FISHINGS  AND  SHOOTINGS  TO 
LET  IN  IRELAND. 


Messrs.  Joseph  Braddell  and  Son,  whose 
catalogue  of  high-class  fishing  rods  and  tackle  we 
noticed  recently,  send  us  their  1899  list  of 
"  Fishings  and  Shootings  io_  be  Let,"  with  the 
large  coloured  map  of  Ireland  by  John  Bar- 
tholomew which  we  have  so  often  praised  in 
these  columns.  In  addition  to  a  long  list  of 
fishings  and  shootings  to  let  the  "  list "  contains 
particulars  respecting  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
quarters,  sea  fishing,  yacht  clubs,  game  licences, 
fence  months,  hunting,  &c!. 

Messrs.  Braddell  are  the  makers  of  the  patent 
"  Flexible  Grip  "  Castleconnell  greenheart  rods; 
which  have  long  had  a  great  reputation  among 
lovers  of  the  fascinating  Castleconnell  style  of 
rod. 


SOME  Al  GUT  CASTS. 


Mr.  George  Holland,  29,  The  Square,  Win* 
Chester,  has  prepared  for  this  season  a  supply  of 
gut  casts  made  from  specially  picked  ■  gut,  nice 
and  soft  to  the  feel,  three  yards  tapered,  and  each 
strand  fastened  with  a  very  neat  buffer  knot,  as 
suggested  originally  by  Mr.  Cholmondeley  P^nneU 
many  years  ago,  only  not  made  qttite  in  the  same 
way  and  a  very  short  buffer.  The  casts  are  Is.  tnl. 
each,  and  well  worth  it.  -  . 
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GRBSHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Grresham  Angling 
Society,  held  on  Tuesday  night,  April  25, 
at  headquarters,  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Cole- 
man-street,  E.G.,  passed  off  most  successfully. 
Mr.  0.  H.  Cook  (•'  John  Bickerdyke  ")  presided, 
and  in  the  vice-chairs  were  Messrs.  W.  Marshall 
and  G.  Girling.  There  was  a  large  company 
present.  Letters  of  regret  at  absence  were 
received  from,  among  others,  Messrs.  E.  H. 
Bramley,  F.  Abraham,  E.  J.  Chambers,  G.  Hoyle, 
A.  J.  Bonsall,  A.  Gee,  G.  Rose,  L.  B.  Wrightson, 
G.  Ohlson,  F.  R.  Ohlson,  J.  H.  Ranger,  Cart- 
land,  &c. 

In  giving  the  toast  of  "  The  Queen,"  the 
Chairman  mentioned  the  interesting  fact  that 
Her  Majesty  was  a  subscriber  to  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  Preservation  Association. 

The  Chairman  next  rose  to  propose  the  toast  of 
the  evening,  "  Success  to  the  Gresham  Angling 


fraternal  intercourse  had  increased  ;  they  did  not 
have  any  gross  weight,  but  a  good  standard  of 
specimen  fish,  which  they  stuck  to,  and  they 
gave  prizes  as  a  reward,  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  excellence  of  their  skill. 
Gross-weight  fishing,  in  his  opinion,  was 
likely  to  create  jealousy  and  bad  feeling. 
His  (Mr.  Cook's)  idea  of  angling  was  the  angling 
of  Izaak  Walton — the  pursuit  of  the  sport  by 
wandering  streams,  to  get  away  from  the  smoky 
town,  to  listen  to  the  song  of  birds  and  the  hum 
of  insects,  and  perhaps  there  might  be  a  pretty 
milkmaid  in  the  question.  The  charm  of  angling 
did  not  only  consist  in  catching  fish  for  the  pot 
or  for  the  weigh ing-in  scales.  The  chairman  went 
on  to  refer  to  tlie  various  points  connected  with 
the  club,  and  one  of  those  points,  he  said,  was  the 
activity  displayed  l)y  their  committee.  The 
members  of  the  society  now  numbered  130. 
There  was  a  balance  in  hand,  their  fishery  leases 
had  been  renewed,  a  d  their  weeds  cut  at  Kel- 


1'aternosteeing— "  A  Gentle  Pull  at  the  Rod-top." 
(From  John  Bickenlyke'd  "  Anglin?  for  Pike") 


Society."  It  was,  he  said,  a  deservedly  honoured 
toast,  because  there  was  no  angling  society  in 
England,  in  the  world,  which  was  so  flourishing, 
so  prosperous,  so  excellent,  and  so  energetic  as 
the  Gresham  Angling  Club.  The  membership  of 
the  society  was  always  increasing,  and  he  did  not 
wonder  at  it  when  he  looked  at  their  rules.  One 
of  their  objects,  as  set  forth  in  those  rules,  was 
"  to  promote  the  advancement  of  the  art  of 
angling,"  and  what  society  had  done  more  to 
advance  it  than  that  club  ?  He  did  not  know  of 
any,  although,  perhaps,  there  were  members  of  a 
certain  club  who  might  cross  swords  with  him 
over  that  statement.  But  let  them  refer,  for 
instance,  to  sea  fishing.  Why,  their  society  was 
the  pioneer  of  the  sport,  and  their  good  friend, 
Mr.  Parker,  and  many  other  members,  had 
always  been  to  the  front  in  turning  sea  fishing 
into  a  delightful  art,  as  against  the  commercial 
■ystem  of  hauling  fish  into  the  boat.  Their 


vedon,  where  their  private  water  was  thoroughly 
well  stocked  with  coarse  fish.  Lastly,  there  was 
the  library  and  the  museum,  both  of  whick  were 
steadily  increasing.  He  had  only  to  add  his  best 
wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society — might  it  go  on  increasing,  flourishing, 
and  prospering,  which  he  was  sure  it  would  while 
it  had  such  an  admirable  committee  to  support  it. 

Proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Committee  and 
Officers,"  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  remarked  on  the 
admirable  way  in  which  the  business  of  the  club 
had  been  conducted.  A  very  noteworthy  feature 
was  the  large  amount  of  time  and  attention 
given  to  angling  matters  and  to  the  society  in  par- 
ticular, and  the  ready  manner  in  which  any  sug- 
gestions emanating  from  the  ordinary  meetings 
had  been  acted  upon.  In  many  cases  they  had 
even  anticipated  their  wishes  in  the  direction  and 
carried  them  out.  Another  point  which  struck 
him  was  the  alertness  shown  by  the  committee  to 


secure  new  waters  for  the  club.  Words  of  praise 
were  also  due  to  their  entertainment  committee. 
Another  point  was  the  splendid  example  set  by 
their  treasurer  in  re-stocking  their  water  at 
Chesham.  Last  but  by  no  means  least  he  desired 
to  draw  their  attention  particularly  to  the  able 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Wright,  their  hon.  secretary, 
carried  out  his  duties. 

Mr.  J.  P.  CoNNELLAN,  in  responding,  said  he 
was  glad  to  hear  that  they  had  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing out  the  business  of  the  society  to  their  satis- 
faction. It  was  a  very  joyful  occasion  for  them 
that  evening.  It  was  their  pay  day,  and  their 
payment  was  the  club's  thanks.  They  had  paid 
them  very  liberally  that  evening,  and  on  behalf  of 
the  officers  he  thanked  them  for  that  payment. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Close  also  acknowledged  the  toast, 
remarking  that  they  had  only  done  what  the 
members  of  the  club  had  asked  them  to  do — it 
was  their  fault  if  they  had  not  done  more.  They 
hoped  the  club  would  find  them  more  work. 
They  were  quite  ready  and  willing  to  carry  it  out, 
and  they  called  for  it.  They  could  not  help 
working  well  when  they  looked  round  and  saw 
the  class  of  members  they  were  so  strongly 
supported  by. 

The  Chairman,  rising  again,  said  he  had  no 
idea  that  he  would  have  to  perform  anything  more 
than  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  chairman,  but  he 
was  delighted  to  that  night  have  an  extra  turn 
placed  upon  him.  He  understood  that,  after 
fourteen  years'  service  as  their  hon.  treasurer, 
Mr.  Parker  had  retired.  He  had  always  worked 
well  in  the  club's  interests.  The  members  of  the 
club  had  decided — and  very  properly  decided — to 
give  Mr.  Parker  some  small  mark  of  their  esteem 
and  respect,  and  it  had  taken  the  form  of  a  clock. 
If  that  clock  was  furnished  with  a  pendulum,  and 
the  gong  had  a  good  sounding  boom,  they  could 
not  have  presented  Mr.  Parker  with  anything 
uiore  appropriate  or  better.  Not  only  had  Mr, 
Parker  been  hon.  treasurer  of  the  society  for 
many  years,  but  also  had  held  a  similar  position 
on  the  London  Anglers'  Association,  and  had  been 
engaged  in  almost  every  movement  for  the  benefit 
of  angling  in  that  part  of  England.  He  (Mr.  Cook) 
hoped  he  had  expressed  the  members'  feelings, 
and  now  he  had  only  to  present  Mr.  Parker  with 
the  clock. 

Mr.  A,  W.  Parker,  on  rising  to  reply,  waa 
received  with  loud  and  prolonged  cheers.  He 
thanked  them  most  heartily  for  the  very  kind 
and  handsome  present.  He  was  sure  the  work  he 
had  done  for  the  society  had  been  carried  out 
without  any  thought  of  fee  or  reward.  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  do  the  work.  Since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  that  club  he  had  learned  a  very  great 
deal,  beginning  with  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  Bentley. 
The  chairman  (Mr.  Cook)  had  helped  him  a  very 
great  deal  with  his  (Mr.  Cook's)  first  book  on 
sea  fishing,  which  was  worth  far  more  than  the 
price  asked.  Before  they  could  instruct  every 
man  must  leai-n,  and  he  had  reaped  a  very  great 
reward  by  listening  to  papers  at  the  Gresham. 
He  begged  to  thank  all  very  much. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  a  little  tale  to 
relate  about  his  sea-fishing  book.  Once,  while 
fishing  at  Filey,  on  the  Yorkshire  coast,  he  met  a 
young  fellow  at  his  hotel  who  said  he  would  be 
glad  to  go  out  and  give  him  a  wrinkle  or  so.  They 
went  out  in  a  coble,  and  Mr.  Cook  was  very 
humble  and  willing  to  learn.  The  young  fellow 
told  him  a  lot  of  things,  and  Mr.  Cook  answered 
nearly  every  time,  "  Yes,  I  should  do  the  same." 
Happening  to  look  in  the  angler's  bag,  what  did 
he  see  but  his  own  little  book,  and  he  had  been 
actually  teaching  him  sea  fishing  from  what  he  had 
written  himself. 

The  Chairman  also  presented  the  prizes,  and 
heartily  congratulated  the  various  winners.  These 
were : 

Dr.  Brunton's  Cup. 
Mr.  W.  R.  Reeves,  for  perch  of  21b.  2oz.,  and 
grayling,  21b.  loz. 

Dr.  Ladell's  Shield. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  for  trout  of  31b.  lOoz.,  and 
bream  of  51b. 

Deal  Challenge  Ccp. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Clements. 

Silver  Medals. 
Messrs.  J.  T.  Emery,  for  trout  of  21b.  lOoz. 
(Chesham) ;  W.  R.  Reeves,  for  perch  of  21b.  2oz. 
J.  H.  Walker,  for  grayling  of  21b.  4oz. ;  Wright- 
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6on,  for  pike  of  lolb.  8oz. ;  J.  B.  Close,  for  trout 
of  31b.  9oz. ;  E.  C.  Clements,  for  whiting  of 
21b.  l^z. ;  J.  Dryden,  for  cod  of  141b.  2oz. ;  and 
Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  for  conger  of  181b. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Reeves,  in  replying  for  the  prize 
winners,  made  kindly  refei-ence  to  the  late  Dr. 
Brunton,  and  said  that  it  was,  he  believed,  with 
one  of  that  well-known  angler's  favourite  flies 
that  he  took  the  specimen  grayling.  It  was  later 
on  intimated  that  Mr.  Reeves  would  put  some 
trout  in  the  Chess,  a  river  in  which  the  late  Dr. 
Brunton  (whose  cup  he  had  won)  took  much 
interest. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Close  next  submitted  the  toast  of 
'•  Preservation  and  Angling  Societies,"  remarking 
that  an  enormous  amount  of  money  had  been 
expended  upon  the  preservation  and  protection  of 
the  Thames,  the  national  river.  He  was  veiy 
pleased  to  find  that  at  the  present  moment  the 
various  preservation  and  re-stocking  societies, 
although  they  earned  on  their  own  business 
separately,  worked  jointly  together  on  behalf  of 
one  great  and  grand  movement.  These  associa- 
tions were  doing  a  very  big  work.  Mr.  Close 
referred  to  the  T.A.P.S.  (founded  in  1838),  to  the 
upper  river  societies,  and  said  that  within  the 
last  two  or  three  years  a  new  society  had  been 
founded  up  the  Thames— the  Thames  Re-Stocking 
Association — of  which  their  chairman  of  that 
evening  was  the  working  head.  He  hoped  it 
would  develop,  increase,  and  receive  the  support 
of  the  angling  societies ;  and  he  trusted  that  its 
object  would  be  attained.  The  Re-Stocking 
Association  had  brought  forward  one  of  the 
biggest  schemes  ever  placed  before  the  angling 
public — to  go  in  for  the  British  workman  system 
of  re-stocking  the  river  Thames ;  and,  so  far  as 
he  could  glean,  they  were  going  to  introduce  fish 
to  that  river  indigenous  to  it.  The  fish  would 
not  be  confined  to  trout,  but  would  include  all  the 
-  coarse  fish  that  were  generally  found  in  the 
Thames.  As  for  the  Thames,  he  believed  that  it 
was  better  protected  and  preserved,  and  yielded 
better  fish  than  ever.  They  also  had  the  Lea, 
which  was  watched,  preserved,  and  re-stocked  by 
the  London  Anglers'  Association.  They  had 
re-stocked  that  river  with  riuantities — he  might 
say  tons — of  fish  at  a  time,  all,  too,  large,  mature 
fish.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Close  referred  to  the  good 
work  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  carrying 
on,  remarking  that  it  had  been  able  to  relieve  many 
club  anglers  who  had  fallen  upon  evil  days. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  acknowledged  the  toast, 
as  a  member  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  and  the  London  Anglers'  Association. 
He  thanked  Mr.  Close  for  the  kind  way  he  had 
spoken  of  the  Thames  Associations,  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  Thames  was  the  best  pre- 
served and  the  best  stocked  angling  river  in 
England.  He  had  fished  in  many  parts,  but  after 
all,  from  an  angling  point  of  view,  no  water,  in  his 
opinion,  could  excel  the  Thames.  It  was  the 
finest  all-round  angling  river  in  England;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  asserted  that  but  for  the 
formation  of  the  T.A.P.S.  it  would  have  been  a 
very  poor  fishing  river  indeed.  He  always  came 
back  to  his  Thames  with  delight,  because  he 
knew  the  fish  were  there.  Speaking  with  refer- 
ence to  the  club  anglers  of  London,  he  claimed 
that  they  were  the  most  sportsmanlike  big  body 
of  anglers  to  be  met  with — anglers  who  had 
called  for  a  fish  measurement  up  the  Thames, 
and  who,  although  they  did  not  support  preserva- 
tion and  re-stocking  as  he  should  like  to  see  them 
do,  yet,  nevertheless,  had  done  much  to  improve 
the  sport  for  themselves  and  the  public.  In  con- 
clusion, he  said  he  could  assure  them  that  the 
associations  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong 
would  do  in  the  future  what  they  had  done  in  the 
past,  and  perhaps  a  little  more. 

Mr.  T.  B.  FouRMY  next  gave  the  health  of 
"The  Visitors,"  observing  that  the  Gresham's 
motto  was  not  to  fish  for  the  bag,  but  for  specimen 
fish.  Applying  it  to  the  visitors,  they  had  broken 
the  rule  somewhat — they  had  numerous  visitors 
there  that  nightr-but  in  coupling  the  toast  with 
the  name  of  Mr.  Chatterton  he  felt  sure  they 
would  agree  with  him  that  they  had  carried  out 
the  latter  part  of  their  motto,  and  captured  a 
specimen  fish.  He  extended  a  hearty  welcome  to 
the  visitors,  and  hoped  they  would  retain  pleasant 
r'^coUections  of  the  Gresham  angling  dinner  of 

Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton,  who  met  with  a  very 
'ordial  reception,  remarked  that  whoever  com- 


piled the  programme  was  a  man  of  business.  He 
had  a  desire  to  minister  to  the  weaknesses  of  the 
speakers,  and  had  very  kindly  provided  them  with 
ideas.  He  could,  he  said,  quite  appreciate  their 
pleasure  in  offering  hospitality  to  himself  and  his 
friends  that  evening,  because  it  had  been  his 
privilege  on  several  occasions  to  act  as  host  at  an 
angling  club.  He  belonged  to  a  society  of  which 
their  chairman  that  evening  was  the  president — 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club— and  that  he  would  call  the 
Carlton  Club  of  the  piscatorial  world.  He  also 
belonged  to  the  True  Waltonians,  who  looked  so 
far  back  into  history  that  it  might  be  almost  said 
that  the  mantle  of  the  prophet  was  upon  their 
shoulders — that  was,  Izaak  Walton's  mantle — and 
he  called  that  the  Atheneeum ;  while  he  was 
further  a  member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
which  could  be  very  well  described  as  the 
Constitutional.  He  had  at  once,  he  thought, 
showed  that  he  had  oiSered  hospitality  to  guests, 
and  now  he  was  the  guest  at  the  hands  of  the 
Gresham  Society,  and  he  thought  that  the 
Gresham  might  be  best  described  as  a  happy 
union  between  the  National  Liberal  and  the 
Reform.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  it  was  the  most  progressive  angling  society 
in  the  world.  It  was  a  very  great  privilege 
to  be  their  guest,  and  he  expressed  the  sentiments 
of  all  present  in  the  capacity  of  guests  that  they 
hoped  the  club  might  continue  to  flourish,  and 
that_  the  mark  they  had  already  made  in  the 
angling  world  might  be  continued.  They  were 
told  that  brevity  was  eloquence,  therefore  he 
would  conclude  by  heartily  thanking  them  for  all 
the  good  things  they  had  placed  before  them  that 
evening. 

Mr.  James  Tatler  ("Red  Palmer")  proposed 
"  The  Press,"  and  Messrs.  A,  R.  Matthevv^s  and 
G.  H.  Howard  acknowledged  the  toast. 

Mr.  Girling  submitted  the  health  of  "The 
Chairman"  (which  was  received  with  musical 
honours),  remarking  that  Mr.  Cook  was  one  of 
the  most  accomplished  men  of  his  day.  It  was 
charming  to  read  his  books;  he  was  a  most 
expert  fisherman ;  was  a  most  unselfish  angler ; 
and,  he  thought  they  would  agree  with  him,  made 
one  of  the  finest  chairmen  that  they  could 
possibly  conceive. 

Mr.  Cook,  in  replying,  thanked  the  company 
for  their  kind  reception,  and  referred  to  a  most 
influential  association  which  had  been  formed  to 
preserve  the  Thames  as  a  national  place  of  recrea- 
tion. It  was  called  the  Thames  League,  and  the 
sport  of  angling  was  not  to  be  overlooked. 

Mr.  Bentley  proposed  "  The  Vice-Chairman," 
remarking  that  they  had  had  a  captain  and  two 
vice-captains,  and  under  their  command  the 
evening  had  been  brought  to  a  brilliant  con- 
clusion. 

Mr.  W.  Marshall  and  Mr.  G.  Girling  suit- 
ably acknowledged  the  toast,  and  after  "  The 
Angler's  Song "  had  been  given  by  Mr.  Bentley, 
the  proceedings  terminated  with  "  God  Save  the 
Queen." 

During  the  evening  the  various  toasts  were 
interspersed  with  some  excellent  music,  contri- 
buted by  Messrs.  Pelham  Wilkes,  W.  Wheeler, 
Wallis  Arthur,  H.  S.  Starnes,  L.  Oakley  Parrott, 
F.  G.  Gray,  &c. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Upcott  Gill  for  kind 
permission  to  reproduce  the  illustration  of  "  John 
Bickerdyke  "  which  appeared  in  his  latest  edition 
of  "  The  Book  of  the  Pike." 


THE  RESTORATION  OF  SALMON 
RIVERS. 


"  The  Thames  as  a  Salmon  River,"  the  article 
by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  in  the  Nineteenth  Century 
Magazine  for  April,  lets  a  flood  of  light  on  to  the 
present  state  of  affairs  on  that  noble  river.  Many 
of  the  successful  attempts  to  deal  with  salmonless 
rivers  in  past  years  may  be  unknown  to  the 
generality  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
the  present  day,  therefore  a  recapitulation  of  some 
of  them,  and  the  circumstances  attending  each 
case,  may  be  both  interesting  and  instructive. 

A  notable  case  was  the  introduction  of  salmon 
into  the  rivers  emptying  into  Loch  Shin,  the 
description  of  which,  in  the  "  Book  of  the 
Salmon,"  by  "  Ephemera,"  p.  172,  was  written  by 
Mr.  Andrew  Young,  of  Invershin,  at  that  time 
manager  of  the  Duke  of  Sutherland's  fishings. 


Loch  Shin,  a  piece  of  water  about  twenty-one 
miles  by  a  half  to  four  miles  broad,  situate  in  the 
heart  of  the  Sutherland  mountains,  is  the  im- 
mediate feeder  of  the  river  Shin,  noted  for  its 
salmon  fecundity.  The  loch  itself  has  four 
feeders — middling-sized  rivers — viz.,  the  Terry, 
Fiack,  Garvie,  and  Garry,  in  which,  previously  to 
the  year  183G,  not  a  salmon  was  ever  seen,  though 
many  were  in  the  habit  of  entering  the  loch  or 
lake.*  In  the  year  mentioned,  at  the  request  of 
His  Grace  of  Sutherland  and  Mr.  Loch,  M.P., 
salmon  were  caught  in  the  river  Shin  shortly 
before  the  spawning  season,  and  conveyed  to  the 
four  rivers  above  named,  amongst  which  they 
were  distributed  in  due  proportions.  Mr.  Young 
was  the  managing  director  on  the  occasion.  In 
the  wonted  season  all  the  fish  spawned,  each  in 
its  respective  river.  Now,  mark  one  of  the  conse- 
quences. Salmon  at  present,  and  ever  since,  come 
regularly  to  spawn,  traversing  the  lake  to  do  so, 
in  all  these  heretofore  salmonless  rivers.  Nay, 
more,  the  fish  hatched  in  the  Ten-y— at  least, 
those  that  survive  long  enough — return  to  the 
Terry ;  and  the  young  of  the  other  three  rivers 
return  from  the  sea  to  them,  each  grilse  or  salmon 
entering  never-failingly  the  stream  that  gave  it 
birth !  What  wonderful  and  unerring  instinct ! 
One  might  think  that  they  would  remain 
in  the  river  Shin,  and  spawn  where  their 
ancestors  had  spawned.  But  no ;  they  leave 
their  own  natal  shallows,  pass  down  the  lake, 
through  the  river  Shin,  along  the  Kyle  of  Suther- 
land, to  the  sea,  and  there  having  become  adoles- 
cent, they  retrace  their  route,  and,  after  necessary 
rests  on  their  long  voyage,  very  frequently  on  the 
spots  of  their  parents'  nativity,  they  revisit,  for 
the  first  time,  the  scenes  of  their  birth  and  infancy. 
Revisit  them — for  what  ?  Being  adult,  to  breed, 
which  they  do  where  their  forefathers  begot  them, 
and  so  they  go  on  increasing  and  multiplying  in 
colonies  heretofore  tenantless  of  salmon,  ever 
since  volcanic  action  called  from  the  "  vasty  deep  " 
the  mountains  and  rivers  of  Northern  Caledonia. 

This  has  proved  true  to  some  extent.  Although 
Loch  Shin  does  produce  a  nice  few  salmon  every 
year  to  the  rod,  they  are  yet  not  so  numerous  as 
one  might  expect.  The  inference  from  the  above 
is  that  salmon,  although  they  enter  a  lake,  wiU 
not  go  further  into  the  streams  beyond  unless 
they  have  been  reared  there,  but  drop  back 
to  spawn  in  the  main  river.  Has  all  been  done  in 
the  feeders  of  Loch  Shin  that  could  be  ?  Would 
not  30,000  or  50,000  fry  put  down  annually  for  a 
few  years  on  the  gravels  of  the  four  feeders,  taken 
from  such  breeds  as  Thurso,  Inverness-shire, 
Garry,  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  upper  end,  all  good 
free  rising  and  early  running  breeds,  mightUy 
improve  the  angling  on  this  fine  loch  ?  It  might 
pay  well.  We  have  often  thought  that  a  like 
planting  of  fry,  from  any  of  those  or  similar 
early  rivers,  in  the  Dochart,  Lyon,  and  other 
tributaries  of  Loch  Tay  might  produce  a  breed 
of  fish  that  would  rise  to  fly  in  Loch  Tay,  and 
so  improve  and  lengthen  the  season  there. 
Another  thing  the  before-mentioned  operations 
brings  to  mind  is  the  way  in  which  fish  get  what 
is  called  potted,  fixed  at  one  spot,  and  don't  seem 
to  move  on  again,  no  matter  what  tempting 
freshets  and  lifts  in  the  water  come;  no  matter 
how  many  runs  of  fish  come  up  and  go  on  past, 
there  they  are,  and  mean  to  remain.  We 
remember  scores  of  such  fish  stuck  at  one  place 
from  August  till  the  last  day  of  the  rod  season, 
Nov.  1.  The  fact  is  they  were  fish  that  had  been 
bred  on  the  gravel  above  or  the  one  below.  They 
had  got  home,  and  knew  it  much  better  than  we 
did.  Some  of  these  fish  seemed  to  be  the  same 
fish  for  two  or  three  years  running,  but,  of  course, 
that  would  be  difficult  to  prove.  In  the  way  of 
improving  a  river,  a  very  notable  case  lately  is 
he  buying  up  by  the  Tees  Fishery  Board  of  the 
Dinsdale  dam  for  purposes  of  removal  and  the 
general  benefit  of  the  river.  This  dam,  which 
had  for  long  been  a  great  bar  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  river,  was  acquired  by  compulsory  powers 

'  Although  salmon  were  frequently  seen  going  into 
Loch  Shin  in  greit  numbers  and  leaping  in  its  waters, 
not  one  had  bsen  caught  either  by  fly  fishing  or  trolling 
in  the  loch  until  last  year  (1819).  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Argyle,  trolling  in  the  loch  last  season  for  the  salmo  ferox, 
hooked  and  kiJled  a  salmon,  and  therefore  waa  the  first 
to  break  the  charm  that  had  from  time  immemorial  pro- 
tected the  .^idnw  fahir  sojoumera  in  this  large  lake.  It 
may  be  reasonably  inferred  from  the  above  fact  that  as 
spawning  salmon  increase  in  the  four  rivers  that  feed  ihe 
loch  salmon  and  salmon  angling  will  increase  in  it  also. 
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granted  to  boards  under  certain  circumstances 
by  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act.  The 
river  ought  now  to  double  its  yield.  Doubtless 
there  are  many  other  obstructive  dams  in  the 
country  which  could  be  and  ought  to  be  removed 
by  the  same  means,  as  water  power  in  many  cases 
has  ceased  to  be  of  the  value  it  once  was,  and  to 
a  large  extent  has  been  supplanted  by  steam. 

J.  W.  W. 

(To  he  continued.) 


ILLEGAL  SALE  OF  GRAYLING  IN  LEEDS. 

On  Wednesday,  at  the  Leeds  City  Police  Court,  Mr. 
James  Brown,  president  of  the  Leeds  Fish  Game  and 
Poultry  Association,  and  proprietor  of  the  Albion  Hotel, 
Leeds,  Mr.  Charles  Brown,  and  Mr.  Albert  Brown,  trading 
as  Messrs.  Brown  and  Son,  fish  and  game  dealers,  with 
shops  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  were  summoned  under 
the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act.  The  prosecution  was 
instituted  by  Mr.  Farrar  Stead,  the  chief  oflicer  of  the 
"ji'orkshire  Fisheries  Board,  who  were  represented  by  Mr. 
T.  Piercy,  whilst  Mr.  A.  Willey  represented  the 
defendants,  against  each  of  whom  four  summonses 
had  been  taken  out.  The  allegation  was  that  they  had 
exhibited  for  sale  grayling  after  the  commencement  of  the 
close  season  ;  and  the  summonses  referred  to  the  repetition 
of  the  offence  on  March  IG,  17,  18,  and  20.  Before  the 
case  was  proceeded  with,  Mr.  Willey  intimated  that  he 
was  prepared  to  p'eid  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  Albert 
Brown,  but  Mr.  Piercy  was  not  content  to  withdraw  the 
summonses  against  the  other  defendants  at  that  stage. 
Some  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
defendants  James  and  Charles  Brown,  in  the  course  of 
■which  Mr.  Willey  said  that  the  defendant  Albert  Brown 
was  alone  responsible,  being  the  tenant  of  the  shop, 
67,  Otley-road,  Headingley,  where  the  offence  was  alleged 
to  have  been  commicted.  The  stipendiary  magistrate 
suggested  that  the  case  against  Albert  Brown  should  be 
proceeded  with,  and  said  that  he  could  then  be  called  as  a 
witness  for  the  prosecution  to  prove  the  connection  of  the 
other  defendants  with  the  matter.  A  statement  of  i  the 
facts  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Piercy,  and  supported  by  the 
evidence  of  a  chemist's  assistant  named  Geo.  William 
Jubb,  of  Albert-grove,  Headingley,  who  said  that  on 
March  16  he  saw  some  grayling  exposed  for  sale  at 
the  defendants',  who  traded  under  the  name  of  Brown  and 
Son,  at  Otley-road,  Headingley.  He  warned  the  defendmt, 
Albert  Brown,  that  grayling  was  out  of  season,  and  that 
he  was  liable  to  penalties,  but  saw  similar  fish  still  exposed 
for  sale  on  April  17,  18,  and  20.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
summonses  against  James  and  Charles  Brown  should  be 
withdrawn,  Mr.  Willey  pointing  out  that  they  were  in 
favour  of  protecting  the  fish  ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
were  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Brown  and  Sons,  and  the 
other  defendant  was  a  paid  servant.  His  worship  said 
that  in  his  opinion  the  case  against  Albert  Brown  was  a 
most  flagrant  one,  because  he  continued  to  expose  the  fish 
for  sale  after  he  had  been  warned.  He  must  pay  a  fine  of 
■iOs.  or  go  to  prison  for  seven  days  on  the  first  summons, 
and  pay  costs  or  go  to  prison  for  three  days  on  each  of  the 
other  three  summonses.  The  fines  were  paid. — John  E. 
MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 


THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 
THE  HATCHERY  SCHEME. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Thames  Re-Stocking 
Association  was  held  on  Monday  evening  at  Carr's  Restau- 
rant, 2G5,  Strand,  W.C.  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bicker- 
dyke  ")  presided  over  a  fair  attendance  of  members. 

The  annual  report  presented  to  the  meeting  stated  that 
during  the  past  year  the  committee  had  devoted  most  of 
its  attention  to  the  scheme  for  bringing  into  existence  a 
Thames  fish  cultural  establishment  to  stock  all  parts  of 
the  river  on  a  really  large  and  sufficient  scale,  and 
efforts  were  now  being  made  to  raise  the  necessary 
funds  for  this  purpose.  The  experience  gained  by 
the  committee  had  led  them  to  the  conclusion  that 
if  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  Thames  was  to  be 
satisfactorily  maintained  the  best,  and  probably  the  only 
way,  to  do  so  was  by  breeding  both  trout  and  coarse  fish  in 
great  numbers  on  or  near  its  banks.  It  had  been  found 
that  the  expense  of  purchasing  fish  from  private  breeders 
was,  owing  to  the  cost  of  carriage,  too  great  to  allow  the 
association  to  obtain  those  large  quantities  required  to 
appreciably  benefit  anglers  in  such  an  extensive  river  as 
the  Thames.  With  regard  to  netting  ponds  and  streams, 
the  outlay  and  trouble  involved  was  almost  invariably  in 
excess  of  the  value  of  the  fith  so  obtained.  During  recent 
years  the  number  of  private  fish  breeding  establishments  had 
largely  increased,  and  as  they  all  appeared  to  be  profitably 
cirried  on,  there  was  no  reason  why  one  on  the  Thames 
should  not  be  successful ,  if  in  skilled  and  expei  ienced  hands. 
The  president  (Mr.  C.  11.  Cook)  had  been  at  great  trouble 
in  laying  the  scheme  before  a  numtor  of  gentlemen  likely 
to  sujjport  it,  and  he  had  received  encouraging  letters 
from  various  sources  promising  as  istance.  To  erect  and 
proparly  equip  a  hatchery  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
ponds  would  cost  at  the  lowett  estimate  £500,  and  an 
income  of  not  less  than  £200  a  year  would  be  needed  to 
maintain  and  carry  on  the  work  of  the  establishment. 
With  regard  to  the  capital  outlay,  the  committee  pro- 
posed to  make  an  endeavour  to  enlist  the  sympathy 
of  the  Corporation  of  London,  the  Fishmongers,  and 
other  City  companies.  Once  the  hatchery  and  ponds 
were  established,  the  committee  believed  that  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  raiting  the  necesswy  annual  income 
from  anglers  and  those  who  sympithised  with  them. 

In  November  last  the  aesociation  tamed  in  a  number  of 


very  fine  perch  at  Windsor  and  Hampton,  which  had  been 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  Ford,  of  Caistor. 

The  president  stated  that,  in  addition  to  the  support 
already  given  to  the  scheme  by  ths  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith, 
M.P.,Mr.  Justice  Bucknill,  Mr.  T.  Skewes-Cox,  M.P., 
and  Mr.  Hermon  Hodge,  M.P.,  he  had  received  letters 
from  many  other  influential  gentlemen  promising 
assistance. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  mentioned  that  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society  had  unanimously  passed  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  financially  supporting  the  hatchery,  and 
expressing  the  hope  that  their  example  would  be  followed 
by  other  angling  societies. 

Mr.  Cecil  Hewlett  also  stated  that  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  Preservation  Association  would  be  willing  to  assist 
if  it  were  found  the  hatchery  could  be  successfully 
established. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  was  then  re-elected  president  of  the 
association,  and  Mr.  H.  Osborne  O'Hagan  vice-president. 
Mr.  F.  G.  Littlewood  was  again  elected  to  serve  as 
hon.  treasurer,  and  Messrs.  D.  Denniford  and  G.  A. 
Cooper  will  continue  to  act  as  hon.  auditors.  The  hon. 
secretary  (Mr.  H.  G.  Hankins^  was  also  re-elected.  The 
following  gentlemen  compose  the  committee  for  the 
current  year:  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  (Piscatorial  Society), 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Cate  (Caxtonian  Angling  Society),  J.  Cole 
(St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society),  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
A.  Drinkwater,  T.  J.  Barnes,  F.  G.  Littlewood,  C.  W. 
Littlewood,  and  T.  Lyne  (of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society),  A.  E.  Hobbs  (Henley  Preservation  Association), 
G.  R.  Clark,  H.  A.  Rolt  (Wimbledon  Piseatoiial  Society), 
G.  Greg  (Drayton  Park  Piscatorials),  Cecil  Hewlett 
(Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Association),  C.  E. 
Walker  (Piscatorial  Society),  F.  W.  Gomm  (Earlsfield 
Angling  Society),  and  (i.  H.  Howard  {Fishinr/  Oazette). 

A  long  and  interesting  discussion  ensued  on  the  hatchery 
scheme,  and  eventually  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
Thursday,  May  4,  when  the  balance-sheet  of  the  associa- 
tion, which  had  not  been  audited,  will  be  laid  before  the 
meeting. 

The  committee  will  te  pleased  to  hear  from  any  angler 
who  desires  to  attend  the  first  annual  dinner  of  the 
association,  which  is  to  be  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant, 
265,  Strand,  W.C,  on  May  9.  Tickets  (43.  Cd.  each)  may 
be  obtained  from  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  H.  G.  Hankins, 
Hampden  House,  Phosnix-street,  N.W. 

Hon.  Reporter. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Iiower  Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  orna- 
mental water  in  the  grounds  of  Lyon  House,  Isleworth, 
which  has  a  connection  with  the  Lower  Thames,  has 
always  been  known  to  hold  some  large  pike,  but  there  was 
the  difficulty  of  getting  permission  to  fish  in  it,  and  I  can 
remember  my  predecefsor  as  secretary  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
who  ccoasionally  fished  there,  told  me  it  contained  a 
monster  fish.  In  the  year  1889  I  took  the  liberty  of 
wiiting  to  the  late  Duke  of  Northumberland,  who  was  one 
of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  society,  to  allow  me  with  a 
friend  to  go  there,  and  on  Oct.  23  I  received  a  favourable 
reply,  which  was  thus  expressed :  "Your  services  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Thames  afford  a  sufficient  reason  for 
breaking  through  the  usual  rule  in  your  favour  on  this 
occasion."  In  company  with  my  friend  the  late  Mr.  John 
Graham,  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  private  water,  and  we  got 
some  fine  pike.  I  have  been  reminded  of  this  circumstance 
by  a  report  in  the  locil  press  of  this  last  week  of  the  swan, 
a  fine  male  bird,  which  had  been  therefor  years.was  quietly 
disporting  itself,  when,  having  submerged  its  head,  it 
was  seized  by  a  voracious  fish.  The  swan  fought  for  all  it 
was  worth  to  avoid  suffocation  by  drowning,  and  made  a 
great  clatter  with  its  wings  and  feet.  The  finny  denizen 
of  the  water  was,  however,  too  much  for  the  occupant  of 
the  upper  air,  and,  retaining  a  tight  hold  on  the  appetising 
bait,  the  fish  succeeded  in  drowning  the  swan.  It  is 
conjectured  the  fish  guilty  of  this  savage  attack  is  an  old 
one  which  has  been  known  to  exist  in  these  waters  for 
many  years,  and  when  last  seen  was  estimated  to  weigh 
some  501b.  or  GOlb. ,  and  must  have  increased  since  then. 
It  is  expected  its  capture  could  only  be  made  by  the  water 
being  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  which  would  ha  found  to 
contain  any  amount  of  mud.  It  appears  from  the  Hampton 
Court  report  the  roach  are  getting  up  to  the  weir.  It  was 
the  custom  in  days  gone  by  to  net  the  ditch  above  the  back 
weir,  where  the  fish  used  to  get  to  prevent  them  being 
illegally  taken,  and  one  year  it  was  officially  reported  no 
less  than  11,000  roach  were  restored  to  the  Thames.  On 
one  of  these  occasions  I  got  possession  of  a  fine  gudgeon 
which  I  had  set  up  by  Mr.  John  Cooper  in  a  case  with 
soma  other  Thames  fish. — B. 

 (Eton). — The  cold  winds  still  continue,  and  fish 

will  ,not  move,  the  water  is  very  much  coloured  for  this 
period  of  the  season.  Mr.  C.  Harris,  of  Eton,  run  a  nice 
fish  Ia3t  evening  close  ,to  Windsor  Bridge,  but  was  not 
fortunate  enough  to  bring  the  spotted  beauty  to  the  net,  but 
Charles  h  a  sticker,  and  will  no  doubt  give  me  the  pleasure 
of  placing  the  beauty  in  the  scale  at  no  distant  date. — 
Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Lechlade.  &o.).— There  is  a  splendid  head  of 

water  on  in  this  district,  especially  at  St.  John's  Bridge. 
Trout  fibbers  are  few  and  far  between,  and  but  little  doing. 
Must  wait  for  warmer  weather.  Two  or  three  small  ones 
are  reported  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Cricklade.  Steam 
launch  has  been  through  Thames  and  Severn  Canal.— 
Ra.miwjob. 

  (Hampton  Court).— In  the  report  of  William 

Milbourne,  received  yesterday  (Tuesday),  he  says : 
"  Owing  to  the  bad  weather  there  has  not  been  anything 


done  in  the  lower  district.  The  water  is  rising  and  has 
become  very  thick,  and  will  stop  the  trout  fishing  for  a 
few  days.  The  roach  are  still  heading  up  to  the  wtir,  and 
they  are  getting  up  in  great  quantities." — B. 

—  (Hampton  Wick).— Head  river  keeper  William 
Douglas  officially  reports  :  "  I  have  not  heard  of  any  trout 
being  taken,  and  the  water  is  rising.  I  am  busy,  with 
some  help,  covering  the  spawn  of  perch.  There  is  a  lot 
in  the  backwater  at  Walton.  Mr.  H.  O'Hagan,  o£ 
Hampton,  has  kindly  enclosed  all  his  ducks  in  with  wire 
netting  on  the  application  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  it  is  hoped 
others  will  follow  his  noble  example.  I  have  got  an 
assistant  to  help  me  during  the  spawning  season."  All 
the  reports  received  this  (Wednesday)  morning  are  a  com- 
plete blank  a?  regards  the  trout. — B. 

Anoholme  District. — Not  much  trout  fishing  hag 
taken  place  as  yet.  There  is  quite  a  dearth  of  aquatic 
flies.  The  one  fly  most  in  evidence  is  the  Cowdnng,  which 
takes  well  on  breezy  days.  Five  hundred  very  fine  tench, 
of  5in.  to  lOin.  long,  go  into  the  Ancholme  this  week  from 
the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor.  Some  rainbow  eggs  were 
taken  there  yesterday.  This  is  the  latest  date  yet  known, 
for  the  earliest  are  now  hatched  out.  The  spawning  ia 
three  months  later  than  trout,  but  these  fish  catch  and 
pass  both  Leven  and  fcirio,  and  run  up  to  9in.  or  lOin.  as 
yearlings  next  season.  From  a  cultural  point  of  view  they 
ard  the  best  and  easiest  to  raise. — Thomas  Ford. 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.,  East  Gloucesterehire.— The 
continuous  daily  rain  we  have  had  has  put  a  good  head  of 
water  on  these  trout  streams,  but  for  a  time  it  sadly  dis- 
coloured the  water,  which,  combined  with  strong  winds,  has 
not  improved  sport.  Several  rods  have  been  out  both  on 
hotel  and  private  waters.  Col.  Porter  has  been  fishing  the 
Fairford  Park  waters,  with  sport,  and  rods  have  been  out 
on  the  Hatherop  Castle,  Bibury  Court,  Ablington  Manor, 
and  Winson  Waters.  Dr.  Marsh  has  also  been  out  on  the 
lower  Coin.  The  trout  rise  freely  in  the  forenoon,  and 
again  between  three  and  four  o'clock.  Saw  a  very  good 
rise  in  the  Bibury  district  on  Friday  as  late  as  6  30  p.m. 
Plenty  of  fly  on  the  water  on  warm  days — March  Browns, 
Olive  Duns,  Brown  Spinners,  Blue  Duns,  and  Grey  Gnats, 
all  of  which  will  kill.  A  number  of  swans  have  been  seen 
on  the  Coin  from  off  the  Thames — Weather  dull  and  over- 
cast, and  looks  like  more  rain.  Dr.  Lockwood  has  been 
out  at  Little  Faringdon,  and  Messrs.  Falkner,  Battersby, 
and  Chambres  at  Whelford. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  heavy  rain  of  the  end  of  last 
week  and  the  beginning  of  this  have  brought  about  a  grand 
improvement  in  the  rivers,  all  of  which  are  to-day  (Wednes- 
day) in  improving  condition  for  fly  fishing.  During  the 
freshet  the  worm  accounted  for  some  good  baskets  of  trout 
in  the  main  streams  as  well  as  the  tributaries.  From  St. 
Breward,  on  the  Camel,  there  was  capital  sport  on  the 
moorland  streams,  which  very  rarely,  despite  heavy  rains, 
get  coloured  with  road  water.  As  a  rule,  six  hours  after 
rain  all  the  streams  are  fishable  with  fly.  In  ths  Laun- 
ceston  and  Lydford  districts  some  capital  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  taken. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Shoreham,  Farningham,  &c.)  — Unless 
the  weather  improves  very  much  before  Saturday,  fly  fish- 
ing will  be  of  little  use.  If  the  river  has  gone  down  and 
cleared  a  little,  the  Soldier  Palmer,  fished  wet,  will  give 
the  best  chance.  Very  little  has  been  done  since  last 
week.  It  must  be  remembered  that  all  this  wet  must 
improve  the  state  of  the  springs,  and  benefit  us  in  the 
end.-J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Trout  fishing  has 
been  attended  with  fair  success  lately,  although  takes  do 
not  inn  above  a  couple  of  dozen.  Last  week  Mr.  E. 
Distin  killed  nineteen  at  Staverton,  and  after  the  flood  on 
Friday  he  tried  the  Harbourne.  The  same  day  Mr.  T. 
Browsswas  on  the  Hempston  Leat,  and  got  almost  the 
first  lot  for  the  season.  On  Monday  there  was  another 
flood  down,  and  fish  rose  pretty  freely  afterwards.  Mr. 
A.  Townsend  secured  a  dish  of  exceptionally  fine  trout, 
and  in  the  Dartington  water  Messrs.  H.  T.  and  E.  Distin 
creeled  several  brace  between  them.  Dr.  Walters,  of 
Reigate,  who  is  staying  at  Northbrook,  Buokfastleigh,  has 
had  some  fair  sport,  principally  on  the  Kilbury  water ; 
and  creels  up  to  two  dozen  have  been  made  by  Messrs. 
Eelbrook,  H.  Wright,  and  J.  Millman,  of  Buokfastleigh. 
— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — All  the  rivers  are  now  running 
in  excellent  volume,  and  salmon  have  run  up  to  the  higher 
waters.  Sport  generally  is  improving,  and  some  very  fair 
takes  of  trout  have  been  made  on  the  Southern  and  Border 
streams.  Baskets  on  the  Meavy  have  run  up  to  three 
dozen,  and  among  those  who  have  had  good  sport  in  the 
Upper  Tamar  district  is  Mr.  C.  Woodly,  who  has  creeled 
several  nice  lots  in  the  preserved  portions,  whilst  Mr.  C. 
Stainton  has  had  some  good  lots.  Capt.  Nixon,  Capt. 
Walker,  and  Mr.  C.  P.  Tanner  have  killed  some  fine  fish  on 
the  Mid-Taw  and  Little  Dart.  Baskets  running  up  to  nine 
brace.  On  the  Dart,  Avon,  &c.,  takes  average  from  six  to 
twelve  brace,  and  many  of  the  fish  are  of  good  size.  The 
North  Devon  streams  are  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  sport 
has  improved. — Devonian. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 
We  had  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  Thursday  night, 
April  20.  The  rivers  have  since  fined  down,  and  trout  are 
sporting  freely. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  river  has  been  running  in  good 
condition  for  angling  during  the  past  week,  and  a  fair 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  though  there  have  been 
no  heavy  catches.  The  returns  up  to  the  time  of  writing 
are  as  toUows :  Dr.  English,  twelve  brace  ;  Mr.  J.  W. 
Nicholson,  seven  brace ;  Mr.  T.  Wright,  six  brace ;  Mr. 
G.  Falkinbridge,  four  brace ;  and  Mr.  W.  Rhodes,  six 
brace  ;  whilst  several  others  have  had  fair  sport.  Most  of 
the  fish  landed  have  been  caught  with  Blue  Dun  and  March 
Brown  fly. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weither  still  cold  and 
stormy.    The  recent  rains  have  served  to  materially 
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improve  the  river,  and  a  large  number  of  salmon  have 
been  observed  running  up  during  the  last  flood.  A  few 
fish  of  good  eize  have  been  taken  from  the  lower  Exe,  also 
at  Thorverton  and  Bickleigh,  and  one  or  two  anglers  have 
done  well  among  the  trout;  but  the  cold  ani  cheerless 
season  has  sadly  retarded  general  sport.  Best  flies  at 
present  are  Stone  Fly,  Blue  Dun,  Blue  Upright,  and 
Hare's  Flex. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sontli  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 
The  weather  is  improving  and  prospects  are  in  the 
direction  of  better  sport  among  the  trout.  As  yet  flies 
are  very  scarce,  and  scarcely  worth  a  trial.  On  the  other 
hand,  however,  we  hear  from  the  waters  above  Bourne  and 
the  uplands  in  that  direction  of  the  capture  of  a  few  brace 
of  trout  with  the  dock  grub.  Dock  grub  may  be  depended 
upon  as  a  reliable  bait  just  now. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— As  yet  the  Idle  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Retford  has  received  but  very  scmt 
attention.  As  scon  as  the  weather  becomes  favourable 
the  swims  about  Bollam  Mill  are  sare  to  have  attention. 
These  swims  are  known  to  contain  fine  specimens.  A  local 
angler  is  reported  to  have  taken  the  other  morning  by 
means  of  the  ordinary  garden  worm  a  fish  of  the  Loch 
Leven  species  scaling  31b.  While  the  cold  water  lasts, 
worms,  dock  grubs,  and  gentles  for  the  deep  holes  will  be 
successful,  whilst  swimming  brandling  worm  in  eddies  and 
tails  of  strong  streams  should  produce  good  results. — L. 

Iiake  Vymwy  (North  Wales).— Since  my  last 
report  there  has  not  been  much  improvement  in  the 
weather,  in  fact,  one  or  two  days  have  been  so  cold  and 
stormy  that  fishing  on  the  lake  was  not  even  attempted. 
Still,  some  very  nice  baskets  have  been  made  whenever 
fishing  was  possible.  On  the  20th  thirty -eight  fish  were 
taken,  ecaliag  231b.  loz.  Rev.  Gregoirie  made  the  best 
basket  with  sixteen  fish,  81b.  .5cz. ;  Messrs.  HartacdCaley 
were  next  with  ten  fish,  61b.  4oz. ;  Messrs.  Mnrly,  Henty, 
and  Chittenden  took  fcur  fish  each.  On  the  21st  twenty- 
six  fish  were  taken,  161b.  3oz.  Mr.  Murly  had  the  best 
basket  with  ten  fish,  weighing  t31b.  lOoz. ;  Messrs.  Hart 
and  Caley  had  five  fish,  31b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Henty,  four, 
21b.  Goz.  The  other  baskets  contained  less  than  four  fish 
each.  On  the  22Dd,  thirty-seven  fish,  2010.  loz.,  were 
weighed.  Mr.  Murly  killed  nine,  51b.  5oz. ;  Rev. 
Gregoirie,  eight,  41b.  4oz. ;  Messrs.  Hart  and  Caley,  eight, 
41b.  loz. :  Mr.  Henty,  five,  31b.  loz.  On  the  24th,  thirty- 
seven  fish,  weighing  191b.  12oz  ,  were  taken.  Rev. 
Gregoirie  killed  fifteen,  71b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Henty,  eleven, 
olb.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Densham,  five,  21b.  9oz.  The  remaining 
baskets  contained  three  or  under. — Longdrift. 

Lark  (Lackford  and  Icklingham).— Trout  fishing 
in  this  stream  has  not  been  over  brisk  during  the  pist 
week.  The  cold  easterly  winds  have  kept  the  fish  down. 
At  the  time  of  writing  it  ia  just  lovely,  with  light  warm 
showers  from  the  west.  Messrs.  Skinner  Bros,  have 
certainly  thinned  the  river  of  pike,  taken  six  one  day  and 
eight  on  last  Tuesday,  best  fish  .olb-  Messrs.  R.  Major 
and  Hancock,  out  on  the  22nd,  killed  a  nice  little  trout, 
lib.  14oz  ,  and  six  pike ;  Mr.  Leggott,  one  pike ;  Mr. 
Bowers  and  friend,  eight  pike.  The  water  is  getting 
rather  low  and  clear,  and  a  paeh  of  water  is  wanted  to 
improve  sport. — A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lea. — On  Monday  the  trout-fishing  season  opens  on 
this  river,  and  there  are  very  fair  prospects  of  sport.  Fish 
have  been  seen  on  the  move  in  various  directions,  and  the 
water  is  in  good  ordei;  after  the  rainfall.  Live  baiting  with 
a  minnow,  bleak,  or  gudgeon  should  prove  killing.  A 
spinning  bait  is  very  attractive,  while  a  big  lob  is  also 
extremely  tempting.  In  fact,  early  in  the  season,  espe- 
cially in  the  Hertford  district,  more  trout  are  secured 
with  the  Lobelia  than  with  any  other  bait,  ledgering 
proving  most  deadly.  The  fly  should  also  be  tried,  and  I 
wish  my  readers  tight  lines.  Good  districts  to  fish  will  be 
Hertford,  Ware,  St.  Margaret's,  Rye  House,  Broxbourne, 
and  Hoddesdon  (Dobb's  Weir).  The  Beane  trout  stream 
also  opens  for  fishing  on  Monday. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItXLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  are  in 
good  order  for  fishing,  but  sport  haa  been  very  quiet, 
owing  to  the  most  changeable  weather.  Heavy  falls  of 
rain  have  been  had,  accompanied  with  ttrong  north-west 
winds,  and  anglers  have  not  been  inclined  to  go  out. 
During  the  warm  parts  of  the  day  the  fish  have  rose  a  little 
at  the  fly,  and  warmer  weather  is  wanted  to  make  sport 
gcod.  The  best  flies  to  uss  will  be  the  Blue  Dun,  March 
Brown,  Stone  Fly,  Red  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Brown 
Spinner.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order,  and  sport  should 
be  good  in  it  with  fly. — Gwynne. 

Lngrg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  running  in  fair  order,  but  the  weather  continues  un- 
settled and  unseasonable,  occasional  sharp,  cold  showeis, 
with  wind  for  the  most  part  from  northerly  or  easterly 
points.  Still  very  few  flies  to  be  seen,  and  sport  is 
decidedly  slack.  Flies  as  last  week.  Till  a  favourable 
change  in  the  atmosphere  takes  place  fishing  will  not  be  of 
much  account. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton,  Devon).— For  a  week 
back  from  present  date  of  reporting  (April  26),  fly  fishers 
on  this  river  have  had  a  chequered  career.  The  water  has 
been  generally  heavy  from  the  spates,  but  fish  have  shown 
an  inclination  to  rise.  On  Saturday  (22rd)  a  good  rise  of 
Olives  and  Iron  Blues  took  place  in  the  afternoon,  but  for 
some  reason  or  other  the  trout  were  hard  to  take. 
On  Monday  (24th),  although  the  water  was  "  beery,"  fish 
took  well  in  parts  of  the  stream.  The  large  Iron  Blues 
came  on  at  2.30  p.m.  One  rod  got  six  grand  fish  ;  your 
reporter  took  thirteen,  but  not  fcuch  good  specimens  ;  and 
other  anglers  did  more  or  leas  fairly.  Yesterday  (2.5th)  the 
river  was  almost  nnfishable  from  heavy  spate,  and,  judging 
from  the  barometer,  there  is  a  likelihood  of  further  floods 
soon. — Ukko.v. 

Plowden  Waters  and  Onny.  —  A  pril  25.— The 
weather  baa  been  generally  unfavourable.  River  high  and 
discoloured.   In  the  Plowden  cIqd  water,  on  Wednesday, 


Dr.  Gore  had  five  trout.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  M.  Etches 
had  eight  brace.  On  Monday ,«£)r.  George,  two.  On  the 
hotel  water  no  fishermen  have  been  down  during  the  past 
week.  This  place  is  within  walking  distance  of  four  rivers, 
the  Onny,  the  Corve,  the  Clun,  and  the  Teme,  in  all  of 
,  which  fishing  may  be  obtained  by  request. — Truth. 

Plymouth. — There  is  plenty  of  water  now  in  all  the 
rivers.  I  have  jast  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Meavy, 
Walkham,  and  'Pavy,  and  all  are  in  good  flood,  in  fact, 
a  little  too  much  for  fly  fishiog.  I  saw  one  rod  using  the 
minnow,  but  it  was  very  windy.  A  good  basket  was  taken 
on  the  Meavy  on  Monday,  about  three  dozen,  some  over 
|lb. — William  Hearder. 

Slapton,  South  Devon  (Royal  Sands  Hotel).— 
The  fishing  on  the  Slapton  Ley  has  been  very  good  this 
season.  W.  Bastard,  Esq.,  caught  a  very  fine  pike,  good 
shape,  151b.  G.  E.  Owen  and  three  others  caught  over 
400  perch,  commencing  at  11  a.m.  and  finishing  at  4  p.m., 
on  Monday.  Two  gentlemen  caught  forty-four  pike. 
Water  in  good  condition. — J.  T.  Cabley.  [Surely  pike 
and  perch  are  out  of  season  ? — Ed.] 

Sassez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Harhonr.— 
Rivers  and  streams  are  running  high  and  discoloured.  A 
few  coarse  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  club  water  of  the 
Ouse,  Mr.  Worcester  having  a  grand  roach  of  21b.  2oz., 
and  others  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  caught  by  other  members. 
On  May,  dace  fishing  (fly  only)  commences,  and  from  the 
number  of  fish  seen  good  sport  is  anticipated.  A  few 
trout  have  been  taken  in  the  brooks — principally  by  worm- 
ing. Mr.  Burstow  has  had  several  brace  from  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Cuckmere.  Tributaries  of  the  Adur  have 
yielded  a  few  trout,  one,  a  malformed  fish  of  IJ  lb.,  was 
canght  with  minnow  ;  and  from  the  Rother,  fish  up  to 
Iflb.  are  notified.  Roach  and  perch  are  spawning  in 
Chichester  Canal,  and  now  that  the  moorhens'  nests  are 
protected,  the  reeds  are  not  disturbed  in  the  search  by  the 
egg-hunting  fraternity.  Smelt  fishing  was  not  so  prolific 
last  week,  as  tides  were  low,  but  at  present  the  small  fish 
are  up  in  great  numbers,  and  affording  good  sport.  A  few 
small  bass  have  been  caught,  but  with  the  advent 
of  the  bigger  bass  smelt  take  their  departure.  Live 
smelt  is  a  killing  bait  for  bass. — George  F.  Saltek. 

Taflf  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).  —  The 
river  is  in  good  order  for  trout  fishing,  and  to-day,  April  24, 
some  good  baskets  have  been  taken.  The  March  Brown, 
dressed  tackle  fashion,  without  wings,  blue  body,  and 
ribbed  with  silver  tinsel,  is  a  killing  fly. — H. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — This  river  has  not  been  fish- 
able  since  Friday  last.  Some  of  the  smaller  streams  have 
been  in  fair  order  for  a  few  hours  daily.  In  the  Bray, 
Thursday,  I  heard  of  two  catches  of  over  twenty.  In  the 
MoUand  water,  a  few  takes  ;  one  or  two  with  the  worm. 
In  the  Mole,  up  high,  two  good  takes,  the  Yeo,  Barnstaple, 
that  portion  open  Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  fair 
sport.  The  Lynn  after  this  flood  will  be  the  anglers' 
paradise  ;  although  the  fish  are  small,  numbers  will  be  cap- 
tured.— Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire),— River  in  good 
condition.  Plenty  of  water,  and  good  catches  of  trout 
made  daily. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still  run- 
ning clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  has  been  refreshed  by  some 
good  falls  of  rain,  and  is  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  anything  but 
suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  with  storms  and  a  very 
strong  north-west  wind  blowing,  and  this  week  sport  has 
been  rather  slow.  A  few  rods  have  been  out,  but  no  good 
baskets  have  been  landed,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of 
them  being  taken  until  the  weather  takes  up  and  gets 
warmer.  The  flies  used  have  been  the  Blue  Dun,  Cow- 
dung,  Red  Spinner,  Iron  Blue,  Yellow  Dun,  and  March 
Brown.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  fairly  successful  with 
the  worm,  and  minnow  fishing  will  soon  be  in  good  go.  In 
the  water  near  the  Castle  some  nice  trout,  Jib.  each,  were 
landed  with  the  worm.  On  Monday,  six  trout  were  landed 
with  the  worm.  On  Tuesday,  with  fly,  a  nice  dish  of  fish 
were  landed  near  Ludford.  The  otter  hounds  were  at 
Leintwardine  on  Saturday,  and  killed  a  bitch  otter,  after 
four  hours' hunt,  141b.  The  Onny,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  in  good  order,  and  sport  may  be  expected 
when  the  weather  gets  warmer. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has  been 
visited  with  some  heavy  falls  of  rain  of  late,  accompanied 
by  cold,  strong  north-west  winds,  which  have  made  it 
unpleasant  for  anglers.  The  water  has  not  been  altered, 
and  it  is  now  in  good  condition  for  fishing,  but  owing  to 
the  weather  there  has  been  very  little  fishing  done  this 
week.  The  fish  during  the  bright  parts  of  the  day  have 
been  rising  well,  and  if  the  weather  would  only  get 
warmer  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being 
had  in  this  part,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fine  trout  in  the 
river. — Worce.ster. 

Torcross  Ley. — During  the  past  week,  in  spite  of 
the  stormy  weather,  splendid  sport  has  been  obtained  with 
the  rudd.  Mr.  John  J.  Lane  has  landed  some  every  day, 
from  IJlb.  to  21b.  each,  and  one  of  2\Vo. ;  on  the  21st,  he 
fished  three  hours,  and  landed  fourteen  rudd,  from  l|lb. 
to  2ilb.  each.— W.  V. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  —  River  steadily  clearing 
after  a  high  flood,  and  as  the  weather  looks  a  little  more 
promising,  will  probably  be  fit  for  minnow  on  Friday. 
Salmon  are  on  the  move  upward.  Mr.  T.  V.  Beresford, 
of  Wear  Gifford,  and  son  got  three  fish  last  week,  weigh- 
ing respectively  lOJlb.,  12ilb,,  and  221b.,  all  of  them  just 
up  from  the  sea  in  prime  condition,  taken  with  Devon 
minnow.  The  constant  showers  having  kept  river  coloured, 
it  has  not  been  fishable  with  the  fly. — E.  S. 

Upper  Yore. — This  river  is  in  good  order  for  fly. 
Gentlemen  staying  at  the  Crown  have  had  good  sport, 
one  basket  weighing  71b.  Thompson's  Fancy  is  considered 
the  best  fly. — Fawcett. 

Witham,  ho.  (Mid  -  Lincolnshire).  —  Fishing 
matters  are  only  very  quiet  in  this  district.    Very  little  is 


done  in  the  district  round  about  JIarket  Rasen,  and  the 
same  may  be  said  of  ihe  waters  towards  Grantham.  I'rom 
the  district  around  .jleaford  some  nice  trout  are  being 
secured  with  both  worm  and  fly.  Fair  results  have  been 
obtained  not  only  from  the  Slea,  but  from  the  becks  in 
the  Bame  locality.  The  best  captures  have  been  obtained 
by  whipping  the  water  with  the  Black  Gnat.  This  ia 
generally  a  taking  bait.  Other  artificials,  such  as 
Bumbles  and  Ccckwing  Duns,  are  recommended.  Naturals 
are  vet  very  .scarce. — Lu(  i. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Theae  rivers 
are  in  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  a  good  average  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  on  both  .streams.  There  has  also 
been  a  little  improvement  in  the  catches.  Gentlemen 
that  have  fished  the  Wye  have  taken  several  nice  fish,  but 
there  is  yet  room  for  better  sport.  The  Chatsworth, 
Hathersage,  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  havo 
yielded  some  nice  fish ;  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  five 
brace  have  been  obtained.  Mr.  Brown,  on  the  Darley 
Dale  Club's  water,  on  Thursday  and  Friday  in  last  week 
landed  two  and  two  and  a  half  brace  respectively.  I  hear 
of  a  few  trout  being  taken  about  Matlock  Bridge ;  also 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  in 
Matlock  Dale,  a  few  nice  trout,  A  gentleman  visitor, 
fishing  on  the  Lovers'  Walk  side  of  the  Derwent,  took 
a  trout  weighing  lib.  2oz.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
fish  have  been  taken  with  worms  and  dock  grubs.  The 
prospect  is  fairly  good  for  the  next  few  days,  weather 
being  showery,  which  is  favourable  for  angling.  Useful 
flies :  Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash  Dun,  Grannom,  February 
Red,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— 
We  had  a  snowstorm  on  Saturday,  and  all  the  higher  hills 
were  covered  with  the  wintry  element,  but  it  qaickly  ran 
into  the  rivers,  and  the  weather  is  certainly  more  genial 
now,  although  the  wind  to-day  has  "hold  of  the  north." 
The  swallow,  cuckoo,  sand  martin,  and  other  summer 
migrants  have  arrived,  the  grass  wears  a  more  emerald 
tint,  the  shrubs  and  trees  are  commencing  to  burst  their 
buds,  in  fact,  the  whole  face  of  the  country  is  beginning  to 
put  on  its  spring  garb.  For  all  that  the  season  is  distinctly 
backward,  and  the  angler  still  keep.s  to  bis  early  flies,  and 
nothing  better,  if  as  good,  can  still  be  used  as  the  Little 
Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Snipe  and  Yellow,  Spring  Black,  Woodcock  and 
Orange,  and  Thompson's  Fancy.  The  latter  is  a  capital 
killer  all  the  season  through,  and  is  well  worth  a  trial  on 
dull,  damp  dajs,  or  in  a  brown  water  on  any  river  con- 
taining trout.  'The  trout  often  take  ib  when  "  midging," 
when  no  other  fly  will.  Sport  in  the  Yore  his  been  good, 
but  the  best  dishes  of  fish  are  stUl  caught  with  the 
worm  or  minnow  ;  but  now  the  swallow  and  sand  martin 
are  with  us,  insect  life  will  become  more  plentiful,  and  the 
fish  rise  more  freely  to  the  fly.  Sport  in  the  Yore  itself 
has  been  far  from  bad ;  indeed,  several  experts  have  had 
extra  good  sport  in  the  upper  waters,  and  in  the  tribu- 
taries a  lot  of  trout  have  been  caught.  One  angler,  up  the 
Cover  on  Monday,  filled  a  pannier  with  thirty-four  trout 
with  the  worm.  I  have  half  that  number  of  larger  fish, 
taken  with  the  natural  minnow.  I  found  the  fish  to  take 
the  latter  bait  well  in  the  Yore,  above  Midd'.eham, 
yesterday  and  again  to-day,  when  the  wind  veered  round 
from  the  south-west  to  nearly  due  north,  and  the  only  flias 
I  saw  on  were  a  few  "  Spanish  Needles."  Why  it  is  called 
Spanish  Needle  I  know  not !  From  Hawes,  J.  Blades 
writes  :  "  Sport  has  been  good  with  both  minnow  and  fly 
here,  and  I  hear  some  good  baskets  have  been  made  in  the 
Ashrigg  water.  I  had  a  day  there  yesterday,  and  made  a 
good  pannier.  I  caught  all  my  fish  with  the  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Woodcock  and  Orange,  and  Spring  Black." 
On  the  same  water  Messrs.  E.  and  T.  Topham 
did  well.  Fishing  commenced  on  Tuesday  in  streams 
preserved  by  the  l3rifiield  Anglers'  Club.  The  water  was 
rather  low,  but  fish  were  plentiful  and  in  good  condition. 
The  largest  catch  was  by  Mr.  Claude  Renard,  four  and  a 
half  brace.  The  members  afterwards  dined  together  at 
the  Bell  Hotel.  Sport  up  Swaledale  has  been  very  fair, 
a  remark  that  applies  to  the  tributaries  of  that  river, 
particularly  the  Bedale  Beck,  the  Codbeck,  and  the 
Wiske.— J.  E.  Miller  (Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds). 

By  Telegram. — There  is  a  welcome  promise  of  spring 
this  morning,  the  weather  being  brilliantly  fine  and  genial, 
and,  as  the  barometer  is  rising  steadily,  there  is  every 
indication  it  will  continue.  All  our  rivers  are  in  fine 
order,  particularly  for  fly  fishing,  therefore  prospects  for 
sport  are  good.  Best  flies :  March  Brown  (male  and 
female).  Blue  Dun,  Snipe  and  Yellow,  and  Thompson's 
Fancy. — J.  E.  Miller  (Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds). 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  sun  has  appeared  at 
last  in  the  Esk  and  Liddesdale  districts  of  Dumfriesshire, 
and  the  snow  has  slid  from  the  tops  cf  the  h  lls.  Summer 
is  looming  in  the  near  future,  and  anglers  are  getting  their 
tackle  ready  for  action.  Few  fish  have  been  taken  in  the 
Border  Esk  worth  noticing,  buS  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle 
have  shown  a  vast  improvement,  and  are  getting  into  prime 
condition.  Fishing  batween  Kershopefoot  and  Newcastle- 
town,  Mr.  Boa,  Edinburgh,  had  a  basket  of  fifty-eight 
trout,  and  Mr.  Dawson,  Edinburgh,  in  the  same  water, 
had  a  catch  of  four  dozen  trout.  Messrs.  Wm.  Elliott, 
T.  Dickie,  and  J.  Hobkirk,  Newcastletown,  had  good 
baskets,  and  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  Edinburgh,  had  a  grand 
kill  below  Kershopefoot. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Last  week 
very  unfavourable,  and  sport  fell  off  considerably.  On 
15th,  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland,  of  Graiisards,  landed  a  salmon 
of  Sib.  on  (iruinarda  water.  On  18th,  Mr.  George  Buige, 
Heme,  had  a  trout  of  2Jlb.  with  salmon  fly.  On  10th, 
which  was  very  stormy,  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers,  of  Aniat, 
caught  an  S-pounder.    On  20th,  Mr,  Marcus,  Baloagown 
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Arms  Hotel,  had  a  91b.  salmon  on  Braelangivell  water  ; 
and  pn  21st  a  beauty  of  131b,  Oa  Monday  this  week 
Admiral  Markham,  R.N.,  Amat  House,  just  on  the  eve  of 
his  departure  for  the  south,  landed  a  nice  salmon  on  Amat 
■water.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Marcus  landed  two  salmon,  of 
91b.  and  111b,  On  Wednesday  the  weather  changed  for 
the  better,  and  the  river  is  in  excellent  ply. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— For  the  past  week  there  has 
been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  weather,  which  is  now 
more  seasonable,  and  almost  quite  free  from  frcst.  The 
water  in  the  Deveron  is  in  good  condition  for  angling  and 
net  fishing.  Fair  sport  is  being  enjoyed  at  trout  fishiog, 
but  no  fresh  run  salmon  have,  we  understand,  of  late  been 
killed  on  the  lower  sections  of  the  river,  and  grilse  have 
not  as  yet  made  their  appearance  either  in  the  river  or  on 
the  coast.  In  fact,  it  was  well  on  to  the  middle  of  May 
before  they  entered  the  river  last  year.  On  the 
Corniehaugh  section,  on  the  Marnock  water,  and  on  the 
Auchtntoul  water,  some  capital  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
got.  Kelts  are  still  to  be  met  with  in  the  water,  and 
smolts  are  proving  troublesome  to  the  angler  on  their  way 
to  the  sea.  Few  salmon  and  trout  have  beeu  got  by  the 
nets  for  the  past  week.  On  the  coast  the  fishing  is 
improving.  In  the  beginning  of  the  week,  on  one  day,  the 
total  number  of  salmon  from  the  various  stations  wa3 
twelve,  the  yield  from  the  nets  being  from  two  to  six  fish  ; 
the  heaviest  weighed  close  on  301b.  On  Tuesday,  a  box  of 
2cwt.  was  sent  from  the  Deveron  district  to  the  market, 
and  one  of  Icwt.  from  the  coast  fishing  at  Gardenstown. 
In  the  end  of  last  week  several  boxes  were  sent  to  the 
markets.  With  a  continuance  of  favourable  weather,  no 
doubt  the  fishings  will  improve. — H.  W. 

Dochart.— Mr.  James  Kinnear,  of  Edinburgh,  out 
from  Luib  Hotel,  on  the  river  on  Saturday,  had  eight 
trout,  weight,  ojlb. — D.  McNaughton. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotfel).— Out 
from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  April  22,  Mr.  H.  W.  H. 
Dnnsmure  and  Major  Pearson,  fishing  on  Loch  Chon,  had 
a  fine  basket  of  twenty-nine  trout. — H.  M. 

Xioclilevea  (Kinross). — A  great  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  the  weather.  The  cold  snap  has  dis- 
appeared, and  the  atmosphere  is  now  mild,  with  daily 
rainfalls,  cloudy  weather,  and  moderate  breezes  from  the 
south-west  and  east.  Trout  have  been  taking  the  fly 
readily,  and  angleis  have  had  invariably  heavy  creels.  The 
good  fishing  is  bringing  in  anglers  in  increased  numbers, 
and  the  applications  for  boats  for  the  next  few  days  will 
keep  all  the  boats  engaged.  The  following  anglers  were 
out :  Mr.  Ure,  Bonnybridge,  twenty-seven  trout,  241b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  Kinross,  thirty,  221b.  ;  Mr.  Dunlop, 
Bridge  of  Allen,  and  Mr.  Steel,  Perth,  iwenty-one,  171b,; 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Stevenson  and  Miss  Stevenson,  Stirling, 
twenty-five,  181b. ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Annan  and  Mr.  Sheriff, 
Helensburgh,  seventeen,  141b. ;  Sir  David  Baird,  ten,  Gib. ; 
Mr.  Robertson,  Stirling,  thirteen,  71b.  Soz. ;  Mr,  S. 
Taylor,  Edinburgh,  sixteen,  12ib, ;  Mr,  Rutherford, 
Edinburgh,  eighteen,  101b. ;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arndean, 
twenty-two,  131b.  8oz. ;  Major  Dobie,  of  DoUarbeg, 
in  four  hours  had  nineteen,  111b.;  Mr.  Lewis  Speoce  and 
Mr.  Bowhill,  Edinburgh,  thirty-five,  221b,  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Inglis,  Dunfermline,  twenty-eight,  241b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  W,  S. 
Vaughan,  Newcastle,  twenty-five,  19ib.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  W.  S. 
Vaughan  and  Master  Wedgewood  Vaughan,  twenty,  131b. ; 
Mr.  Bramwell,  Newcastle,  twenty-one,  111b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Bramwell  and  Master  Ronald  Vaughan,  eighteen,  141b. ; 
Masters  Wedgewood  and  Ronald  Vaughan,  sixteen,  111b. ; 
Principal  Williams  and  Mr.  J.  Gordon  Mason,  Edinburgh, 
twenty,  121b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westview,  twelve,  101b. ; 
R3V.  W.  A.  Macleod,  Godalming,  and  Mr.  D.  M.  Maclay, 
Glasgow,  twenty-five,  171b.  Two  clubs  competed  during 
the  week,  viz.,  Pollokshields  (seven  rods),  and  captured 
fifty-one,  381b.  7oz.  First  prize,  Mr.  J.  Malcolm,  eleven, 
81b.  Mr.  D.  Kater,  one  of  the  competitors,  killed  the 
heaviest  during  the  week.  Its  weight  was  21b.  6hoz. 
Seven  members  of  the  Stirling  Club  landed  seventy-three, 
491b.  lOoz.  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan  gained  the  first  prize  with  a 
catch  of  twenty,  111b.  7oz. — Robert  Laing. 

Iiochmaddy. — Fishing  from  Lochmaddy,  on  Loch 
Skealtair,  Mr,  A.  W.  Craig,  one  salmon,  91b.,  on  14th 
inst.  On  Lochandune,  Dr.  B.  and  C.  Fry,  three  fish, 
2Jlb.  (heaviest,  IJlb.),  on  15th  inst.  On  Strumore,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Craig,  seven  fish,  3ilb.  (heaviest  fish ,  |lb.).  On 
Bime  date,  on  Strumore,  Dr.  and  Messrs.  C.  and  B.  Fry, 
fourteen  fish,  lljlb,  (heaviest,  l|lb,),  on  17th.  On  Stru- 
more, Messrs.  Charlie  and  Basil  Fry,  five  fish,  3Jlb. 
(heaviest,  lib.),  on  20th.  On  Loch  Fada,  Dr.  F.  C.  and 
Mr.  B,  Fry,  thirty  fish,  181b.  (heaviest,  lib.),  on  21st.  On 
Loch  Tormosat,  Dr.  P.  0.  and  Mr.  B.  Fry,  nineteen  fish, 
71b.  (heaviest,  lib.),  on  22nd. 

Loch  Tay  (KiUin,  N.B.).— On  April  19,  Miss  M.  M. 
Berger  killed  a  nice  salmon  of  171b. ;  Mr.  Stenhouse,  one, 
IGlb.  20th,  Mr.  S,  Berger,  three,  231b.,  181b.,  and  IClb. 
21st,  Mr.  Smith,  one,  211b. ;  Miss  Berger,  one,  171b.  ;  Mr. 
Wymond,  one,  14;b. ;  Mr.  S.  Berger,  one,  171b.  22nd, 
Mr.  S.  Berger,  one,  Kilb.  24th,  Mr.  Wymond,  one,  191b. ; 
Mr.  Haynes,  one,  241b. ;  Miss  M.  M.  Berger,  one,  241b. ; 
Master  H.  IJerger,  one,  181b.  25th,  Mr.  Haynes,  one, 
181b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Owing  to 
N.E.  winds,  snow,  frosts,  &c.,  angling,  as  well  as  pastural 
and  agricultural  iotereets  have  suffered.  The  sport  in  the 
river  has  been  as  follows :  On  17th,  Col.  Frypr,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  caught  two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  and  Col  Curtis, 
Syre  Lodge,  one,  on  No.  2.  On  18ta,  Mr.  Blood,  Skelpick 
liodge,  had  a  salmon  of  12Jlb.  on  No.  5  ;  Col.  Curtis, 
three  salmon  (one  of  which  weighed  131b.).  on  No,  3  ;  and 
Col.  Fryer,  two,  on  No.  2.  On  19th,  Mr.  B:ood  landed  a 
12-pounder  on  No.  0 ;  and  Col.  Curtis,  one  of  101b.  on 
No.  4.  On  20th,  Mr.  Bload  caught  one  salmon  on  No.  1 ; 
Mr.  Marston,  Skilpick  Lodge,  one,  on  No,  2 ;  and  Col. 
Fryer,  two,  on  No.  3.  (Jn  2 let,  Col.  Curtis,  Syre 
Lodge,  had  two  salmon  on  No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Blood,  one, 
on  No,  2,   The  sad  death  of  a  well-known  angler  in  the 


north — Mr.  George  D.  Sti))bard,  lessee  of  angling  and 
shooting  at  Syre,  Strathnaver,  and  of  22,  Stanhope- 
gardens,  Queen's  (jate,  and  21,  Leadenhall-street,  London 
— took  place  at  Syre  Lodge  on  Sunday  last.  For 
his  all-round  kindness  and  generosity  to  the  people 
in  the  district  the  deceased  gentleman  will  be  much 
missed.  For  many  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stibbard  have 
been  liberally  contributing  to  local,  charitable,  and 
philanthropic  objects. — B, 

North-East  of  Scotland,— The  first  signs  of  really 
acceptable  spring  weather  were  experienced  on  Tuesday, 
when  rain  fell  copiously,  with  the  wind  from  the  south- 
west. The  rivers  are  in  spat  3,  but  the  prospects  have 
been  made  all  the  brighter,  though  in  the  meantime 
somewhat  dull.  On  the  Braemar  fection  of  the  Dee 
Major  Shut  had  three  salmon,  weighing  filb.,  61b.,  and 
71b.  ;  while  Col.  Morland  had  one  of  61b.  on  the  Inver- 
cauld  water ;  Mr.  Harris  one  of  Gib.  on  the  same  beat ; 
and  Major  Shut  one  of  91b.  on  the  Crathie  waters  near 
Balmoral.  On  the  Ballater  waters  a  good  few  fish  are 
being  got  daily.  On  the  (ilentana  section  Sir  William 
Brooks'  keepers  are  doing  much  better  than  at  any  former 
period  of  the  season  on  the  home  pools ;  while  Mr. 
Barclay  had  one  of  71b.  and  one  of  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Laming, 
two,  of  151b.  and  151b.,  two,  of  5Jlb.  and  9 Jib  ,  two,  of 
7ilb.  and  111b.,  and  two,  of  81b.  and  12Jlb, ;  Mr.  Parrer, 
one  of  81b.,  two,  of  41b.  and  61b.,  and  one  of  2Ilb. ; 
Miss  Hibbert,  one  of  9Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  191b, 
On  the  Aboyne  reaches  sport  has  also  revived  somewhat. 
On  the  Huntley  Arms  water,  Mr,  Crawshaw  had  two  fish, 
of  111b.  and  101b.,  while  Capt.  Scott  creeled  four,  of  181b., 
151b.,  Gib.,  and  81b. ;  and  Mr._  Gaithing  one  of  15Jlb.  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section,  Mr.  Henry  Lawrence 
creeled  one  of  81b.,  on  the  Commonty  water,  on  the  I8th, 
and  another  of  91b.  on  the  19th.  On  the  Borrowstone 
water.  Lord  Lisburn  had  one  of  81b.,  and  Lord 
Garrioch,  one  of  231b.  On  Dess  water.  Major  David- 
son had  one  of  91b.,  and  Capt.  Brook,  three,  of 
61b„  71b.,  and  81b.  On  the  Ballogie  water,  Mr.  H.  L. 
Craik  had  two,  of  Gib.  and  12Jlb.,  and  Willie  Dunn,  one  of 
71b. ,  on  the  Carlogie  water.  On  Tuesday,  Col.  Morland 
had  a  nice  fish  of  91b.  on  Upper  Inver  waters.  Sir  John 
Gladstone  has  had  a  fairly  good  season  on  the  Blackball 
and  Woodend  reaches,  his  record  being  about  the  best  on 
the  middle  reaches  of  the  Dee.  Good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  are  now  being  got  daily  on  the  Don,  Ythan,  and 
Ugie.  The  Aberdeen  rock  fishers  have  made  a  start. 
Wednesday  Night. — The  prospects  have  not  been  so 
bright  for  months  past;  weather  settled,  genial,  and 
water  in  good  condition,  and  steadily  getting  better.  On 
the  Glentana  water,  Mr.  Laming  had  five  on  Monday  of 
41b.,  71b.,  6Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  ani  17Jlb.,  and  several  on  Tuesday 
of  similar  weights  ;  while  Mr.  Barclay,  on  another  section 
of  the  river,  creeled  one  of  81b.,  and  two  18§lb.  and  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Farrar,  one  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  Gib.  On 
the  Braemar  waters,  Mr.  Harris  caught  one  of  81b. ;  Mr, 
Lubbock,  three  of  61b.,  81b.,  and  91b. ;  and  Col,  Morland, 
two  of  similar  weights.  Mr.  G,  W.  Orr,  Aberdeen,  has 
taken  Mrs.  Pickering's  Kincardine  section  for  the  month 
of  May.  The  yellow  trout  are  coming  freely,  and  grand 
baskets  were  made  on  Wednesday  on  the  Don,  Ythan, 
and  Ugie.— G.  M. 

&hin  (Inveran,  N,B.),— Notwithstanding  the  abnor- 
mally adverse  weather,  the  following  sport  has  been  got 
by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  On  13th,  Mr. 
Farrar  had  one  salmon  weighing  181b.  On  18th,  Mr, 
Evans  one  of  221b.  On  19th,  Mrs,  Farrer  caught  one  of 
211b.,  and  Mr,  Johnson  one  weighing  271b.  On  20th, 
Mrs.  Farrer  caught  a  22-ponnder,  and  Mr.  Evans  one  of 
91b.  On  21st,  Mr.  Johnson  grassed  one  weighing  201b., 
and  Mr.  Evans  one  of  101b.  On  22nd,  Mr.  Johnson  one 
salmon,  211b.,  and  Mrs.  Farrer  one,  241b.  The  average 
weight  of  salmon  landed  during  the  week  was  19ilb. — B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  were  in 
flood  on  Tuesday,  and  most  of  the  lower  waters  were  too 
muddy  for  minnow.  Only  a  few  rods  were  out  bait  fishing, 
and  the  catches  were  of  little  or  no  account.  Since  Mon- 
day the  temperature  has  been  much  milder  than  anything 
experienced  this  spring.  Trout  have  not  been  rising 
freely  to  the  fly  this  week  notwithstanding  the  favourable 
conditions,  A  few  sea  trout  are  making  their  way  up  the 
rivers,  and  two  or  three  have  been  caught  by  the  rods. 
The  salmon  fishing  has  been  a  huge  failure  this  season. 
Since  the  nets  in  the  Solway  opened  their  season,  very 
few  spring  salmon  have  been  caught.  The  Lockerbie 
Commissioners  are  now  taking  steps  to  have  the  sewage 
purified.  Some  fair  yellow  trout  fishing  has  been  obtained 
on  the  higher  waters  of  the  Annan  with  the  fly.  Sea 
trout  are  now  running  up  the  river,  but  they  do  not 
generally  take  the  fly  at  all  well  until  the  end  of  May.  In 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  river,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  D.  C. 
Loudon  killed  one  with  the  Devon  minnow.  Mr.  Thomson 
had  several  yellow  trout  on  different  days  with  fly  and 
worm.  Mr.  W.  Wright  caught  half  a  dozen  with  the 
fly.  In  KinmouatLoch,  Mr.  B.  J.  Brook,  the  proprietor, 
had  some  nice  yellow  trout.  Not  much  has  been  done 
on  the  lower  portion  of  the  Nith  during  the  past  week.  In 
the  Mid  Nithsdale,  at  Thornhill,  a  number  of  fair-sized 
yellow  trout  have  been  caught  with  fly.  In  the  upper 
waters  at  Sanquhar  a  few  trout  hive  been  ciught  by  the 
local  rods.  Several  rods  have  been  out  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  Kirtle,  and  local  rods  did  very  well, 
especially  with  fly.  The  angling  is  improving  now  with 
the  milder  weather  in  the  Ayrshire  lochs.  The  weather 
was  cold  last  week  and  not  so  favourable  for  angling  in  the 
Galloway  Ken.  A  number  of  visitors  were  out,  and  had 
fair  baskets.  On  the  Ken,  above  AUangibbon  Bridge, 
Messrs.  Frazer  and  Johnstone  had  fine  baskets  with  the 
fly.  Two  local  rods,  on  Wednesday,  killed  three  dozen 
good  fish  on  the  Dench.  The  Loohinvar  Hotel  loch  gives 
some  good  yellow  trout  fishing  in  May.  In  the  Cocker^ 
mouth  Derwent,  Mr.  J.  F.  Fleming  caught  five  burn 
trout,  and  at  another  outing,  nine;  Mr,  J,  Grave  took 


thirteen,  in  Cocker  ;  Mr.  Matty  Thompson,  Mr.  Howard, 
and  others  had  fair  sport;  Mr.  Hewitt  had  one  of 
nearly  IJlb.,  one  of  |lb.,  and  one  of  7ilb.,  all  caught 
with  the  running  worm  ;  Mr.  J.  Allison  landed  a  dozen ; 
Mr.  Joseph  Grave  took  thirteen.  In  the  Solway  the  nets 
are  taking  more  sea  trout  now,  but  spring  salmon  are 
exceedingly  scarce.  The  rivers  are  in  the  pink  of  order 
for  trout  fishing  now. — Heathebbeli. 

Tay. — The  Tay  is  still  in  good  ply,  and  sport  is  con- 
siderably improved  since  last  report.  "The  weather  is  now 
much  milder,  and  better  takes  are  anticipated.  Out  from 
Fisher's  Hotel  (Pitlochry)  water,  on  the  20th,  Mr.  Wm. 
Maxwell,  of  Donavourd,  killed  three  nice  salmon,  of  101b., 
171b.,  and  251b.  Mr.  M.  A.  Mackenzie,  London,  on  the 
2  Ist,  killed  a  newly-run  fish  of  191b.  A  great  improve- 
ment has  taken  place  in  the  salmon  fishings  of  Musthly 
Castle  water.  Mr.  Herbert  Millington,  of  Worcester,  on 
Monday  had  two  salmon,  of  181b.  and  22ib. ;  on  Tuesday, 
one  of  131b. ;  and  on  Thursday  he  killed  other  two,  of 
201b.  and  221b. ;  and  on  Friday,  one  of  111b.  The  Delvine 
waters  have  also  fished  well.  On  Tuesday,  Mrs.  Gordon 
L.  Bland  had  a  nice  fish  of  101b. ;  and  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
P.  L.  Leaf  had  one  of  141b.  On  the  same  water  Mr. 
Shaw  caught  a  salmon  of  171b. ;  while  Mrs.  Leaf,  on 
Friday,  got  a  salmon  of  IGlb.  Out  from  Stxnley  Hotel, 
on  Monday,  Mr.  Fred  Kelly,  Sheffield,  had  a  salmon  of 
241b.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot.  and  other  Border  Streams,— 

The  rivers  in  the  Border  district  during  the  past  week 
have  been  all  in  good  trim  for  fly  fishing,  although  the 
weather  has  not  been  such  as  could  have  been  wished. 
Despite  the  drawbacks,  several  good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  got  on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot,  On  the  former 
river,  Mr.  T.  Marris  has  had  baskets  ranging  from  101b.  to 
15ib.,  and  a  small  fish  of  51b.  Mr.  Arch.  Steel,  jun.,  on 
the  'Teviot,  had  61b. ;  on  the  Tweed,  91b. ;  and  on  the 
Eden  he  had  821b.  in  four  hours'  fishing.  On  the  same 
streams  Mr.  T.  Mercer  had  121b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Thompson, 
41b.  ;  and  on  the  Teviot,  Mr.  Charles  Farquharson  had 
81b. ;  and  on  the  Tweed  he  had  Gib.  Mr.  Wm.  Shiells. 
on  Tweed,  GJlb. ;  Mr,  James  Simpson,  4Jlb. ;  and 
Mr.  R.  Ferguson,  on  the  Teviot,  4Jlb,  Mr.  R. 
Robertson,  on  the  same  stream,  has  had  5|lb., 
GJlb.,  and  4^1b.,  on  three  occasions.  Mr.  Jas.  Affleck, 
Heaton,  has  had  GJlb.  and  81b  ;  and  Mr.  Robt. 
Affleck,  41b.  of  trout,  and  one  pike  of  51b.  All  the  above 
takes  of  trout  were  killed  with  fly  during  genial  weather. 
Mr.  Thomas  Pringle  has  also  hid  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  on  the  Hendersyde  water,  some  of  his  fish  being 
from  |lb.  to  lib.  in  weight.  On  the  Floors  Castle  upper 
water.  Lord  Savordale  has  had  some  capital  dishes  of 
troat,  many  of  them  being  of  excellent  weight  and 
superior  quality.  Pike  fishing  in  the  main  streams  seems 
to  have  abated  somewhat,  but  in  both  rivers  a  good 
many  large-sized  grayling  are  still  being  killed.  Salmon 
fishing  as  a  rule,  is  just  about  nil,  although  I  am 
informed  that  a  few  fish  have  been  killed  on  one  or  two 
of  the  lower  waters.  On  the  Floors  water.  Lord  Savor- 
dale  has  had  three  or  four  clean-run  spring  fish,  and 
landed  any  amount  of  kelts.  On  the  Tellmouth  water 
(Tweed),  Capt.  French  had  an  81b.  salmon,  and  Stoddart, 
the  keeper,  had  one  of  8ib.  also.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr. 
A.  Elliot- (javerton  has  had  the  first  fish  of  the  season, 
which  weighed  14Jlb. ,  and  on  a  previous  day  he  had  a 
kipper  grike  and  a  sea  trout,  both  weighing  about  41b, 
each. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private 
Water,  and  Gortnor abbey  Hotel,  Loch  Conn).— 

The  fishing  on  the  river  has  somewhat  improved  since  my 
last  report,  and  a  great  number  of  fish  are  showing  them- 
selves. The  fishing  on  the  lake  is  good,  but  would  be 
much  better  if  the  water  was  lower.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King 
have  made  some  good  baskets  of  trout ;  on  the  20th  Mr, 
King  killed  a  nice  salmon  weighing  91b.  There  were  also 
nice  baskets  of  trout  made  by  Messrs.  (Jarvey,  Booth,  and 
Little ;  the  latter  killed  the  largest,  weighing  Gib. — 
G.  W.  F. 

Belfast. — The  dams  are  in  good  trim,  and  trouting  fair. 
Mr.  A.  M'D.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Murray,  Mr. 
Langhead,  Capt.  Ludlow,  and  other  local  gentlemen  were 
out  killing  from  six  to  twelve  fish  per  day. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— River  has  been  in  high 
flood  for  past  week.  The  Duke  of  York's  visit  to  the  Earl 
of  Warwick  to  fish  the  Carejsville  water  did  not  prove  a 
success,  the  river  being  quite  unfishable,  except  for  a  few 
hours  after  his  arrival  ;  however,  during  that  time  the 
Duke  hooked  and  landed  a  very  fine  talmon. — W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Boyle. — Fishing  for  the  past  few  days  was  very  good, 
and  some  splendid  baskets  made.  Mr.  Fenwick  ia  still 
holding  his  own  as  to  number  and  weight.  For  the  last 
five  days  he  averaged  six  trout  each  day,  several  being  over 
4Jlb.  exch.  These  were  all  got  on  Lough  Gara.  Mr.  J. 
Callaghan,  fishing  Moyburg,  in  six  days,  killed  fifty-two 
tiout,  weighing  411b.,  his  best  day,  last  Friday  week, 
seventeen.  Col.  Carr,  fishiog  Gara,  on  April  24,  got  six 
very  good  trout  and  several  pike  and  perch.  Messrs. 
Wills  and  Thornboro,  fishing  Gara  for  the  last  few  days, 
had  very  good  sport.  Yesterday  (April  25),  Mr.  Fenwick, 
on  Gara,  killed  six  very  good  trouf,  two  largest  31b.  each. 
Some  English  gentlemen  arrived  yesterday,  and  prospects 
f  or  a  real  good  May  Fly  season  never  were  so  good.  P.  8.— 
Since  writing  above,  Mr.  Fenwick  has  brought  in  a  first- 
class  specimen  of  the  Green  Drake.  It  is  now  sporting 
about  in  one  of  my  glass  cases,  and  leads  me  to  believe  the 
general  rise  of  fly  will  be  earlier  than  anticipated. — 
(lEOROE  Taylor. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). — Continued  low  water  and 
inclement  weather  has  ruled  since  my  last  report.  The 
Duke  of  York  fished  for  a  few  hours  on  the  Beauparo 
streams  on  Monday  in  last  week,  and  landed  a  141b.  fisbi 
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losing  another.  On  Ardmalchan,  two  fish  were  taken  by 
Mr.  Foster,  and  one  of  321b.  by  the  fisherman ;  one  of 
251b.,  on  the  Blackwater,  by  Mr.  Boylan,  jun. ;  and  six, 
of  121b.  to  241b.,  on  Upper  Black  Castle,  by  Mr.  Ley  and 
his  fisherman.  At  time  of  writing  we  have  a  little 
freshet,  which  shoald  bring  np  a  good  stock  of  fish. — 
Claeet  Fly. 

Clonbar  (Uonnt  Gable  Hotel,  co.  Galway).— 

The  weather  last  week  was  very  rongh ;  but  a  pleasant 
changj  has  set  in.  Capt.  O'Hara  caught  (on  Corrib)  a  fine 
spring  silmoa  of  121b.,  and  some  nice  trout  on  April  22. 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Ledger  and  party  had  some  good  fishing  on 
Mask.— J.  A.  Joyce. 

Cork  Kivers. — Salmon  have  giyea  better  sport  on  all 
the  principal  rivers,  and  the  fish  taken  were  generally  of  a 
good  size,  and  in  fine  condition.  The  chances  are  that 
some  really  fine  sport  will  be  had  during  the  coming  week, 
as  all  waters  have  had  a  thorough  refreshing,  and  are  now 
Id  good  angling  trim.  Trout  fishers  have  done  well  on  all 
waters  open  for  angling. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  river  has  cleared  away  con- 
siderably, for  it  was  thick  and  heavy  last  week,  and  with 
it  an  improvement  in  salmon  fishing.  Amongst  those  out 
were  Mr.  W.  Townsend,  Mr.  G.  Hallett,  and  the  two 
Lydons. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Blackwater  and  Ballin- 
derry  are  in  fair  order.  On  the  latter  stream,  on  Monday, 
two  Belfast  anglers  killed  each  a  dozen  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Bally shannon  and  Belleek).— Some  fine 
Epjrt  was  had  amongst  the  trout  on  the  Erne  during  the 
past  week,  and  the  river  is  now  in  splendid  order.  The 
prospsctsfor  the  salmon  fishing  season  on  the  Erne,  which 
opens  on  17th  pros.,  promises  to  be  very  good,  as  several 
fine  salmon  have  already  been  captured  in  the  nets  and 
boxes. — M.  EoGAx  and  Sons. 

Forford  (The  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon,  co. 
Uayo). — Trout  fishing  is  now  very  good  on  Loughs  Conne 
and  Cullin  this  year.  Gentlemen  staying  here  are  getting 
splendid  fishing,  getting  from  seven  to  ten  trout  each  day, 
all  large,  some  5lb.  Anglers  intending  to  fish  this 
season  can  rely  on  good  sport. — P.  Healy. 

Kerry  Biivers. — Sport  has  shown  much  improvement 
on  aU  the  Kerry  rivers  open  for  angling  since  last  report, 
though  salmon  have  not  yielded  good  sport  on  any  water 
BO  far.  Trout  fishers  have  had  good  baskets  on  the  Fartha, 
Eeenroe,  Flesk,  Main, Sneem,  Curran  ( Waterville), Caragh, 
Laune  and  Ahalnbrid.  On  the  Caragh,  Flesk,  and  Laune 
salmon  anglers  had  fair  sport  on  odd  days,  and  the  pros- 
pects for  all  the  above  waters  are  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillamey. — Sport  has  improved  at  salmon,  though  it 
yet  cannot  be  considered  good  or  even  fair  in  this  depart- 
ment. Trout  fishing,  on  the  other  hand,  has  yielded 
generally  good  sport  on  lake  and  river. — T.  J.  D. 

Killamey  District.— Both  trout  and  salmon  fishing 
is  improved  on  the  lakes  of  this  locality.  Roberts  and 
Glessane  had  two  talmon  each  up  to  101b.  In  two  days, 
on  the  lower  lake.  Major  Irvine  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Sharkey 
killed  twenty-nine  trout ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Brooke  had  a  similar 
take ;  whilst  several  officers  of  the  Norfolk  Regiment, 
including  Capt.  ^larriott  and  Lieut.  Donne,  had  nice  takes. 
On  Lough  Gintane,  Messrs.  J.  A.  J.  and  G.  T.  Brookes 
killed  forty-four  trout  in  two  days  (heaviest,  IJlb  ). — 
J.  A.  B. 

^e  (co.  Cork). — The  river  has  been  in  rather  an 
unsettled  state  for  the  past  week,  but  is  now  getting  into 
good  order.  On  Ashton,  Mr.  0.  L.  Evans,  101b.  On  Lee 
Mouot,  Mr.  W.  T.  Crawshay,  101b. ;  Mrs.  Crawshay,  9lb. ; 
and  Mies  Stansfield,  !)lb.  On  Ballineadig,  Mr.  8.  Haynes, 
91b.  On  Fargus,  Mr.  Allgood,  lOlb.,  91b.  On  Cronody, 
Capt.  de  Montmorency,  Hants  Regt.,  101b.  ;  Capt. 
Bowker,  Hants  Regt.,  91b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

lK>ash  Cnrrane  and  other  waters  (Waterville, 
CO.  Kerry). — Sport  ia  still  very  poor  on  Lough  Currane 
as  far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  only  three  fish  being  had 
since  last  report,  viz.,  one  of  lOlb.,  by  Mr.  Mason;  one 
of  9lb.,  by  Major  Cresswell;  and  one  of  lljlb.,  by  Ned 
Dennehy,  a  local  professional.  Much  rain  has  fallen 
during  the  past  three  days,  and  the  like  is  now  in  good 
order,  and  salmon  have  been  coming  up  pretty  freely. 
The  trout  fishing  on  the  lake  has  yielded  fine  sport.  On 
the  upper  lakes  sport  has  not  been  quite  so  good  as 
nanal,  but  on  the  mountain  lakes  brown  trout  anglers  had 
gererally  very  good  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Xaongh  Melvin. — The  weather  since  last  report  con- 
tinued unsettled  and  very  lainy.  Still,  some  of  the 
anglers  who  were  out  had  some  good  sport.  Mr.  J. 
Johnston  landed  a  salmon  of  101b.  on  20th  inst. ;  Mr. 
Mahcn,  one,  of  9lb. ;  Mr.  P.  G.,  one,  of  8Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Whitehead  took  two,  of  111b.  and  81b.  On  25th  inst., 
Mr.  Pulley,  one,  of  8lb. ;  and  Capt.  C.  R.  Barton,  two, 
of  111b.  and  91b.  Trout  fishiog  was  first-class  during 
the  past  week,  quite  a  number  of  fine  baskets  of 
gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout  being  taken,  some  of  the 
baskets  containing  as  many  as  forty  trout,  and  weighing 
up  to  191b.  Amongst  the  most  sucoesjful  anglers  were 
the  following :  Mr.  Slater  and  two  friends.  Air.  Lewis 
Lipsett,  Mr.  Wm.  Neely,  Dr.  R.  Creighton,  Mr.  Morgan, 
Mr.  J.  Kelly,  Mr.  E.  Mnlhem,  <Sc.— M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Monrne  (Newtonstewart,  co,  Tyrone).  —  The 

river  wag  in  grand  order  in  the  past  week,  and  the  weather 
was  favourable  to  trouting.  Amongst  those  oat  (stopping 
i  n  the  Abercom  Arms)  were  Capt.  Costobadie,  Mr.  Coato- 
badie,  Capt.  Ansley,  Messrs.  Warren,  Wood,  Evans, 
Allnutt,  Low  and  Arson,  all  of  whom  had  fair  sport. 
Capt.  Ansley  killpd  a  fine  4Ib.  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Water 
clear,  with  eonth  wicd^,  and  the  nets  are  doing  fairly  well 
since  last  report,  showing  a  fair  lun  of  fish.  There  was 
some  salmon  got  on  the  lake,  spinning ;  and  some  good 
baskets  of  trout  got  at  Rinagong  I,odge  last  week  ;  and 
on  Monday,  Mr.  W,  C,  Wilson  hooked  a  large  fish  and 


lost  him  on  the  private  waters  of  the  Moy  Hotel. — John 
Devers. 

Moy,  Longfhs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  in  order,  but  north  wind  his  prevented 
fish  from  taking.  Major  Saunders  one  salmon,  lOlb. ;  Mr. 
Pitwick,  one  salmon,  13lb. ;  Mr.  C.  Winton,  two  salmon, 
lllb. ,  14lb.  Mr.  A.  King  had  a  salmon  91b.  on  the  Lough, 
and  some  nice  trout.  Mr,  Brown  and  friend  lal  some 
trout;  also  Mr.  Poach  had  a  trout  81b.,  trawling. — Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloa).  —  Two 

more  days  of  terrific  thunder  and  rain  storms.  Only  two 
fish  taken  this  week,  one  a  majestic  fellow  of  361b  ,  by 
Mr.  R.  H.  Wilson,  of  London,  and  the  other,  a  32- 
pounder,  by  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin,  of  Ledbury,  England. 
Latest  arrivals  from  England  include  Miss  Hope- 
Johnstone,  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin,  and  Major  J.  R.  Motts, 
Mayfair,  London. — 8.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli).— The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  baen  stormy,  with  a  very  heavy  rainfall. 
On  Doonass.  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  one  salmon  30Jlb. 
on  21st.  On  Prospect,  Major  Allenby  killed  one  salmon 
191b3.  on  21st;  on  the  same  water  Mr.  H.  Chapman 
killed  one  salmon  241b.  on  24th.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  F. 
Cooper  killed  one  salmon  151b.  on  19th.  On  the  Castle 
fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon  24Jlb. 
on  21st,  and  one  salmon  131b.  on  21th.— John  Enright 
AND  Son. 


Angling  '^ixtnxcs. 

April  30.   

Izaak  Walton  :  Oating  to  Southend. 
Stockwell :  Oating  to  Southend. 
May  1. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
Original  Alexandra:  A.B.8.  concert. 
Original  Clerkenwell :  Visit. 
May  2. 

Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  meeting. 
Collingwood  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 
Enterprise  :  Annual  dinner  and  diitribution. 
Epsom  :  Annual  dinner. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Benefit  concert. 
May  3. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

St.  Ives  and  District :  Annual  dinner. 

St.  John's  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Walham  Green :  Dinner. 
May  4. 

Sundial :  Supper. 

United  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 
May  5. 

Cheltenham :  Annual  meeting. 

May     7. — Original  Clerkenwell :  Distribution. 
8. — Albion  Brothers:  A.B.S.  concert. 
8. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
8. — Dibdin  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
8. — Globe  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

8.  — South    Bermondsey    Piscatorials :  Annual 
dinner. 

9.  — Blackfriars  :  Sapper. 
9. — Firm  and  True  :  Distribution. 
9.— Golden  Barbel :  Supper  and  distribution. 
9. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Dinner. 
9. — Thames  Re-stocking  Association  :  Dinner. 
9. — Ye  Olde  Clapbam  Rovers  :  Lantern  lecture. 

10. — Allason  United  :  Annual  dinner. 
10. — Battersea  Piscatorials :  Annual  dinner. 
10. — Clapham  Strollers:  Annual  dinner  and  concert. 
10. — Eagle  :  Annual  dinner, 

10. — North  London  :  Annual  dinner  and  distri- 
bution. 

10.  — White  Hart :  Annual  dinner. 

11.  — Junior  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner, 
11. — North-East  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner, 
11. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

14.  — Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 
16. — Clapham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

15.  — Clissold  ;  Supper  and  distribution. 

16.  — Alma  :  Annual  supper. 
16. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 
16.— Blackfriars :  Visit. 

16.  — Seymour  Brothers  :  Suppsr  and  distribution, 

17.  — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
17. — Islington  :  Annual  supper. 
17. — Phff'nix  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
17. — Royal  George  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

17.  — Victoria  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

18.  — Bloomsbury_  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
18. — Cobden  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
18. — Walworth  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner, 

18.  — Woolwich  Brothers  :  Annuil  dinner, 

19.  — Wellington  :  Annual  supper. 

29.  — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Annual  supper. 

30.  — Islington  Brothers :  Distribution. 
30. — I/aak  Walton  :  Sea  fishing  outing. 


News  comes  from  New  York  that  at  the  sale  of  Mr, 
H,  E.  Cox's  library,  Messrs.  Scribner  and  Sons  paid 
is2870  for  a  cDpy  of  Walton's  "  Compleat  Angler." 


i;10,On«  A  Ykar. — IIow  one  might  play  the  part  of  Prince 
Bjuntiful  on  such  an  income:  What  comfort  and  rehef  one 
could  bring  to  the  poor  and  to  the  suffering.  And  yet,  even 
without  money  one  can  do  good  if  one  has  the  will.  If  I  see  a 
fellow-creature  suffering  from  ague,  fevers,  or  disorders  of  the 
stomach;  or  from  goat,  rheumati''n,  neuralgia,  and  the  like,  I 
don't  need  to  be  a  man  of  wealth  in  order  to  sho  v  liim  the  way  to 
health.  If  1  point  out  to  him  the  wonderful  cITicacy  of  Ilolloway  s 
Pills  and  Ointment,  I  have,  perchance,  done  more  good  by  that 
one  thoughtful  action  than  (  could  have  achieved  with  all  the 
wealth  of  all  the  Bothacbilda. 


I^epoxts  from  Clu&s 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Bejnorts  munt 
reach  «s  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 

Evenine.  Addrens  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazettk,  .S''. 
Dunntanii  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,— The  renting  and  prfserva- 

tion  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next.  May  1, 
at  8  .'50.— R.  GHCttxEV. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List. — My  next  visit  on  No.  2  district  takes  place  MoLday 
next,  May  1,  at  the  (Jriginal  Clerkenwell  Piscatorials, 
opposite  Foresters'  Hall  (A.  A.,  headquarteri).  Name  of 
house,  Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-stieit.  I  hope  to  eee 
a  crowd.— Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List.— The  Black- 
friars A.S.  take  a  combined  visit  with  S.C.W.V.L.  on 
May  16.— E.  Rowles. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Hackney. — We  hold  a  concert  on  May  8, 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  (not  22nd  as  reported  list  week). 
The  prize  list  will  be  ready  for  Wednesday  next,  also 
special  business,  when  it  is  hoped  all  wiU  attend. — C.  J, 
King. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. 
— The  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  April  26,  when 
invites  to  our  dinner  were  sent  to  the  gentlemen  by  our 
members'  wish.  The  dinner  takes  place  on  May  10. 
Dinner  on  table  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  Will  all  members  please 
settle  up  by  May  3,  and  get  dinner  tickets  r  Also  please 
let  me  have  prizes  promised 't  Messrs.  Derry  and  Stanni- 
ford,  of  the  Prince  Albert  A.S.,  were  the  recipients  of  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  their  energy  in  doing  what  they  are  for 
our  western  S3cieties  rc  L.N.W.R.  Meesrs.  Wells, 
Wheeler,  Prouten,  and  Ben  had  some  flounders  on  April  23 
from  Southend.— Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — At  our  last  meeting 
some  important  business  was  carried  through.  Messrs, 
Drew  and  Chambers  were  elected  chairman  and  secretary 
respectively  for  the  ensuing  season.  The  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  16. 
Prize  donors  are  requested  to  kindly  send  in  their  prizes 
as  soon  as  possible. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — The  forty- 
third  annual  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Wednesday, 
26th,  when  a  most  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  and  over 
forty  prizes,  given  by  members  and  friends,  were  handed 
over  to  the  successful  competitors,  and  a  long  prize  list 
arranged  for  the  coming  season,  over  forty  prizes  being 
promised.  On  the  29th  a  smoking  concert  wiU  be  held  on 
behalf  of  our  old  friend  H.  Nunn,  who,  after  twenty-two 
weeks'  illness,  was  knocked  down  by  a  cab  and  killed.  We 
hope  to  see  some  of  our  angling  friends  present.  On 
May  8  we  hold  our  annual  Bohemian  concert  on  behalf  of 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  Mr.  Frank  Newton, 
Hoxton  Brothers,  will  take  the  chair  ;  Mr.  Bert  Ingram, 
pianist.  Mr.  Fred  Thorling,  of  the  St.  John's,  will  give 
a  short  address  during  the  evening  on  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  and  will  open  the  A.B.S.  Box. 
Several  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  angling  world  have 
promised  to  be  present.  This  also  being  a  ladies'  night,  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  the  fair  sex.  _  This  concert 
having  been  announced  for  so  long  a  time  in  the  angling 
press,  I  sincerely  hope  to  see  a  big  muster  of  angling 
friends.  Mr.  Will  Musgrave  and  his  company  having 
control  of  the  concert  department,  I  can  promise  a  good 
entertainment. — George  Merry. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— Will  gentlemen 
who  intend  taking  part  in  our  annual  dinner  on  May  16 
kindly  let  me  have  their  names  as  soon  as  possible  ? 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  sea  fishing  at  Southend 
on  April  ii,  but  met  with  poor  sport. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh,  Perona- 
strdet,  Battersea.— We  hold  our  dinaer  on  May  10.  Any 
rc  ember  requiring  tickets  may  have  them  of  secretary  or 
stewards.  Will  donors  of  prizes  kindly  forward  same  by 
next  week  ?  Will  ssci-etaties  of  clubs  please  make  a  note 
of  change  of  address  ?— T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— At  a  special  meeting  of 
the  members,  on  the  26ch,  a  hearty  vote  of  condolence  was 
passed  to  the  widow  of  our  late  resp.cied  member,  Mr.  H. 
Pdtman.  Most  of  the  membars  notified  their  intention  of 
attending  the  funeral  on  Saturday,  the  29th,  at  St. 
Pancraa  Cemetery,  Finchley;  t'ne  3  30  service.  All  to 
meet  at  the  Bald  Faced  Stag,  Finchley,  at  three  o'clock. 
— Alf  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Societf,  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-street,  S.E.— I  wish  to  remind  members  and 
secretaries  that  we  take  a  visit  on  the  South  London  List 
and  Anglers'  Association  on  Tuesday,  May  It!.  Will  all 
members  turn  up  next  Wednesday  to  settle  club  business  ? 
Our  supper  and  distribution  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
Mav  9  ;  and  I  think  we  stall  have  a  grand  night.  Mr, 
G.  H.  Shepherd,  Mr,  Wade,  Mr.  Crumplen,  and  Mr.  H. 
Howard,  and  many  others  have  tignified  their  intention  of 
being  present.— J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Ro:e 
and  Crtwii,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbnry.— A  special  general 
meeting  was  held  on  April  26,  when  siveral  important 
matters  were  decided.  The  balance-sheet  was  read  and 
passed  as  satisfactory.  The  t  wnty-seventh  annual  suppsr 
was  fixed  to  take  place  on  Thursday,  May  18,  on  which 
cc3asion  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes, 
supported  by  Mr.  J,  Pailes.   An  adjourned  meeting  for 
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other  important  business  takes  place  on  May  3,  at  10  p.m. 
eharp,  when  all  members  are  particularly  requested  to 
attend. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — It  is  with 
deep  regret  that  I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr.  H. 
Fatman,  a  much  respected  member,  and  well  known 
amongst  the  angling  fraternity.  Harry  was  a  good  angler 
and  thorough,  and  hie  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  cause  are  well  known,  and  need  no  comment. 
Will  members  please  attend  meeting  night  next — 
important  business  ?  On  April  23  Mr.  Rundell  had  a  nice 
trout.    Annual  dinner  and  distribution  on  June  1. — J.  H. 

Burlington  Fiscatoxials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-road, W. — Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  May  11,  at  7.30.  All  members 
requiring  tickets  can  have  them  of  the  secretary  or 
treasurer.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously 
accorded  to  Messrs.  Stroud,  of  Sunbury,  for  netting  about 
twelve  bushels  of  fish  and  replacing  them  into  the  Thames, 
which  entailed  considerable  trouble. — P.  Lavington. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angrilng  Booiely, 
The  Good  dtent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — Oar  return  visit  cn  the  24th  was  a  grand 
success,  neighbouring  clubs  showing  up  in  good  numbers. 
The  following  answered  tie  roll  :  Albion  Brothers,  Bruns- 
wick Brother?,  Good  Intent,  Hearts  of  Oak,  Izaak  Walton, 
North-East  Brothers,  Original  Alexandra,  Perseverance, 
Royal  Oak,  Stepney,  Camden,  and  North  London.  The 
chair  was  occupied  during  the  evening  by  Mr.  H.  Everett, 
Mr.  C.  J.  King  (Albion  Brothers),  and  Mr.  Hay  ward 
(Izaak  Walton).  Mr.  Manning,  visiting  officer,  made  a 
vary  able  speech  on  the  good  work  of  the  A.I5.S.,  and 
opened  the  box,  which  contained  £2  Os.  2d.  I  beg  to 
thank  Messrs.  T.  Blanchard,  B.  Thwaites,  T.  Hawkes,  A. 
Thompson,  H.  Pink,  J.  Baines,  jun.,  F.  Noland,  Boxall, 
Willson,  Jagot,  Brockett,  and  Mansfield  for  their  services 
on  that  occasion.  The  fifth  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
May  3,  at  the  above  house,  whea  our  worthy  host  (B. 
Williams)  will  be  universal  provider.  Prize  distribution 
takes  place  May  17 ;  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  prizes 
promised. — P.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  l^e  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — The  concert 
last  Monday,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
the  late  Mr.  Nicholls,  was  a  great  success,  thanks  to  the 
clubs  who  supported  us.  Next  Wednesday  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  we 
have  a  lot  of  business  to  transact. — E.  Boxall. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  usual  monthly  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.O.,  on 
Monday  evening  next,  May  1,  at  9  p.m. 

Cheltenham  Angling  Club. — The  annual  meeting 
of  this  club  will  be  held  on  May  5,  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  at 
8  p.m.  Agenda :  Report  and  balance-sheet,  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  season,  alteration  of  rules,  Ac, 
and  any  other  business  of  which  notice  may  be  given.  The 
committee  earnestly  request  you  to  attend  this  annual 
meeting,  as  the  increased  prosperity  of  your  club  can  only 
be  maintained  by  your  taking  an  active  and  personal 
interest  in  the  management  of  its  affaire. — Geo.  A. 
Powell. 

Clapham  Jnnotion   Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Members  kindly  note  that  our  annual  dinner  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  of  the  above  society  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  May  15,  at  clubhouse.  Tickets,  2s.  fid. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  concert  in  aid  of  the  prize  fund  of  the  above 
will  take  place  on  Monday,  June  5,  at  the  Empress,  St. 
John  Street-road  (the  clubhouse  of  the  St.  John's  A.S.). 
The  committje  meet  again  on  Tuesday  to  settle  details. — 
F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  April  25  we  elected 
ofEcjrs,  and  fixed  date  for  supper  and  the  distribution  of 
prizes,  which  will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  15.  Mem- 
bers will  greatly  oblige  by  letting  me  have  prizes  in  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  also  to  observe  rule  10.  On  Wednes- 
day next  the  new  committee  will  meet  and  arrange  date 
for  our  A  B.S.  smoker,  as  our  club-room  is  now  completed. 
Tickets  for  supper  may  be  obtained  of  our  worthy  host,  or 
of  me,  on  Tuesdays,  at  8. 30.— T.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Eensal-road,  W.— I 
beg  to  inform  members  that  the  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  May  18. 
Will  those  members  and  gentlemen  who  have  promised 
prizes  kindly  forward  the  same  as  early  as  possible. — T. 

TWYMAN. 

Colling  wood  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8.B,— Our  annual  supper 
and  prize  distribution  takes  place  next  Tuesday,  May  2. 
The  chair  will  be  supported  by  Mr.  Jeffreys  ("  Straw 
Hat  ")  and  Mr.  Burtill  (South  London  Press),  A  host  of 
talent  has  been  provided,  so  as  to  make  a  very  successful 
evening. — W.  H.  Stakford. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — Our  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  June  4,  at  the  Black  Rabbit,  Aiundel.  Members 
intending  to  bo  present  must  let  the  secretary  know  not 
later  than  Tuesday,  May  15.  The  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  May  16.  Gentlemen  who  promised 
prizes  will  oblige  by  forwarding  same  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. Our  return  visit.  No.  1  Eastern  Division,  will 
take  p'aoe  on  Monday,  May  8.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  next. — S.  Maliiy. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — Wednesday  meeting  dull.  Supper  tickets 
to  hand,  which  members  and  friends  can  purchase  at  the 
clubhouse  or  of  secretary ;  Monday,  May  8,  at  eight 


o'clock  sharp.    Tickets,  2s.  Cd.  each  :  prize  distribution  to 

follow. — JOHNNT  EdWARD.S. 

Drayton  Park  Fiscatorials,  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N. — Our  forty-fourth  smoker 
was  a  grand  success.  Select  company,  good  harmony,  and 
a  pleasant  evening. — Greo. 

Bagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham.— 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society  will  be  held  on 
May  3,  when  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  season  will  be 
elected.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  May  10, 
Mr.  E.  T.  Elder  (president)  in  the  chair.— W.  J.  Price. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — On  Tuesday,  May  2,  we  hold  our 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  when  I  hope  all 
members  and  friends  will  attend. — ^W.  Lefevee. 

Bpsom  Angling  Society,  Wellington  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Epsom. — The  eighth  annual  dinner  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday  evening.  May  2.  Dinner  on  table  at  6.30. — 
James  P.  Chuteb. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital. — Will  mem- 
bers clear  books,  so  that  we  know  how  many  to  order 
supper  for  on  May  9  ;  also  send  in  names  for  A.B.  tickets. 
— A.  N.  Ellins. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Earcourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — Our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  will  ta'je  place  on  June  5,  when  I  hope  to  see 
all  the  members  present.  There  will  be  a  limited  number 
of  tickets  for  friends  that  would  like  to  come  to  the 
supper.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  annual  supper  takes 
place  on  May  29 ;  distribution  of  prizes  the  foUowiog 
Monday.— C.  Smith. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — On  Tuesday  evening 
next  (May  2)  our  member,  Mr,  J.  Huntley,  will  hold  a 
concert  for  the  benefit  of  his  son,  Mr.  H.  Huntley,  who 
has  been  laid  up  now  for  nine  months ;  chairman,  W. 
Midson. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  but 
so  few  members  present  that  no  business  was  transacted, 
but  I  hope  members  will  attend  tetter  on  Tuesday  next  to 
clear  books  before  the  outing,  as  it  takes  place  on  May  14, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  how  many  members  have  friends 
that  would  join  us  on  that  date  ;  also  members  and  friends 
who  have  promised  prizes  would  oblige  by  forwarding  them 
as  early  as  possible.  The  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place 
on  May  30. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield- street,  Kiogaland-road. — We  compete 
for  a  series  of  special  prizes  on  April  30  at  Southend  ;  all 
corspetitors  to  fish  from  the  pier.  I  again  beg  to  remind 
the  members  that  quarterly  night  (and  the  end  of  our 
financia  year)  occurs  on  Wednesday  next.  May  3. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E, — Our  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  May  11,  at  the  clubhouse.  A  well  arranged 
musical  evening  will  follow,  several  of  our  members,  who 
are  well-known  local  singers,  having  promised  to  oblige. — 
C.  R.  W. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
proposed  two  new  working  members.  Will  members  please 
attend  next  meeting  night  to  make  final  arrangements  for 
the  annual  dinner  ? — G.  Bence. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Silver  Tavern, 
Burdett-road,  E.— On  April  22  six  new  members  were 
proposed.  Members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend 
the  next  general  meeting,  to  be  held  on  Friday,  May  5, 
when  all  arrangements  for  the  coming  season  will  be 
made. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street,  Pentonville,  N. — I  beg  to  inform  members 
that  our  general  clearing  night  for  past  season  is  fixed  for 
May  10,  on  which  night  all  members  mutt  clear  their  books 
up.  Supper,  May  17.  Prize  donors  please  note. — W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — We  held  a  quarterly  meeting  on  the  13th, 
at  which  there  was  a  fair  attendance.  The  chairman  of 
the  association,  Capt.  Macnab,  presided,  and  the  business 
on  the  agenda  paper,  under  his  able  and  genial  guidance, 
was  got  through  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and,  though 
there  was  two  or  three  controversial  items,  all  pas -ed  off 
in  complete  harmony.  The  minutes  of  previous  meetings 
were  duly  confirmed,  three  new  members  were  enrolled, 
various  subscriptions  paid  in,  the  hon.  treasurer's  quarterly 
account  adopted,  a  resolution  carried  by  a  big  majority  to 
continue  the  tenancy  of  the  sole  right  of  fishing  in 
the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae,  limit  weight  of  dace 
reduced  to  2Joz. — in  my  opinion  a  retrograde  step. 
Outing  fixed  for  the  27th,  and  the  prizes  for  same 
apportioned  ;  and  prizes  were  presented  to  Messrs.  R. 
Wilson,  Jagger,  Jefferies,  Pierce,  and  J.  Pennington. 
Mr.  Whittington  made  the  very  interesting  and  pleasing 
announcement  that  the  trout  had  positively  bred  in  the 
redds  prepared  for  them  at  the  ressrvoir,  as  not  only  had 
the  youngsters  began  to  rise  at  the  fly,  but  many  of  them 
were  taken  in  the  minnow  trap.  The  secretary  reported 
having  placed  fifteen  small  jack  kindly  sent  by  Sir  H.  B. 
Robertson  in  the  water  at  Knowsley.  The  proceedings, 
business-hke  throughout,  were  brought  to  a  close  by  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  being  unanimously  passed  to  the 
chairman,  hon.  treasurer,  and  secretary. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
(^ueen'e-squaro, — Angling  news  is  scarce  this  week,  but 
Mr.  Whittington  has  again  had  some  good  trout  out  of  the 
reservoir.  Mr.  Pennington  reports  that  in  four  days'  fishing 
in  South  Wales,  Easter  week,  he  creeled  601b.  of  trout, 
with  worm,  March  Brown,  and  Light  Blue  Dun,  besides  a 
quantity  of  fine  chub.   This  member  is  very  sucoesaful  in 


his  outings  in  the  particular  water  he  frequents,  and 
generally  manages  to  find  his  friends  with  a  good  feed  of 

trout. — 11.  Wc-IOLKALL. 

North-East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — Our  usual  meeting  took  place 
last  Wednesday  evening,  when  members  were  glad  to  see 
our  old  friend,  Mr.  Lamb,  back  in  the  chair.  On  May  11 
our  seventh  annual  dinner  will  take  place.  Shall  be 
pleased  if  members  will  call  and  settle  up  on  next  meeting 
night,  Wednesday,  May  3.— G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  April  19  the  secretary  brought  for- 
ward the  balance-sheet,  the  same  being  passed  as  read. 
After  the  auditors  had  given  their  report  thereon  it  showed 
that  the  club  is  in  a  sound  financial  condition,  with  a 
balance  of  close  on  .£30  in  hand.  The  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  won  during  last  season  takes  place  on 
May  10.  Mr.  J.  Pailes  will  take  the  chair,  being  sup- 
ported by  several  other  gentlemen,  who  have  been  donors 
of  prizes  for  the  last  eight  years. — H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
On  Monday,  May  1,  the  third  Bohemian  concert  will  take 
place  at  the  above,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  The  chair  will  be 
occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Nagle,  and  we  anticipate  a  grand 
evening's  entertainment. — B.  Brockett. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — The 
next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  takes  place  at  the 
above  clubhouse  on  May  1,  when  some  good  talent  is 
promised.  On  May  7  we  have  a  little  spread  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  at  the  White  Horse,  Bury.  Will  members 
please  clear  the  book  next  meeting  night  ? — A.  Hill. 

Phoenix  Ansrling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
street,  N.W. — The  annual  distribution  and  supper  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  17,  our  host  catering  ;  the 
brake  outing  on  the  second  Sunday  of  season,  so  as  to  give 
our  members  a  chance  of  fishing  in  the  Jubilee  Nurse  com- 
petition. The  landlord  gave  us  two  half-guineas  to  fish  for 
next  season. — R.  C. 

Prince  Albert  Angling  Society.  Prince  Albert 
Hotel,  Woodfield-road,  Harrow-road,  W.— Our  smoker 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  was  a  success.  The  chair  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Chapman,  faced  by  Mr.  Staniford.  We  had  some 
excellent  talent.  The  sum  of  £1  9s.  was  added  to  the 
funds  of  that  society.  During  the  evening  the  prizes 
were  presented  to  the  successful  members,  Mr.  W.  Payers 
and  Mr.  Staniford  being  the  chief  prize  winners.  The 
following  also  took  prizes :  Messrs.  H.  Friokes,  Derry, 
Hardcastle,  Baverstock,  and  Breedon.  Will  members 
attend  on  May  4,  the  meeting  being  special  for  alteration 
of  rules  ?— W.  B.  P. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  the  18th  inst.  we  made 
a  fresh  working  member,  and  on  the  25th  we  made  a  new 
working  member  and  another  proposed,  who  will  be 
balloted  for  on  Tuesday  next.  Any  member  or  friend 
requiring  dinner  tickets  for  May  9  can  obtain  one  at  any 
time  at  the  clubhouse.^ — Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — Our  concert  on  the  Central  Association 
List  on  April  20  was  very  well  represented,  nineteen  clubs 
responding  to  the  roll-call.  Our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  takes  place  on  May  17.  Tickets  can  be 
obtained  of  the  stewards  or  the  secretary.  Donors  of 
prizes  will  greatly  oblige  by  sending  them  to  the  clubhouse 
at  their  earliest  convenience. — G.  Gibbons. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.  —  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  Central  Association  of  London  Anglers 
will  go  to  the  above  on  May  11,  when  I  hopa  as  marry 
brother  anglers  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend  will 
do  so.  Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  May  16. — W.  Aldis. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  Piscatorials'  Insti- 
tute, Rotherhithe  New-road. — Our  aimual  dinner  takes 
place  on  Monday,  May  8,  and  should  be  pleased  to  see  all 
members  present  on  Friday  next  to  complete  arrange- 
ments. Also  we,  the  above,  deeply  regret  to  hear  of  the 
sad  death  of  Mr.  H.  Patman,  one  of  the  most  respected 
members  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  and  we  wish  to 
convey  our  deep  sympathy  and  condolence  to  the  bereaved 
family. — J.  H.  Davies. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  members  of  clubs  on  the  above  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Waggoners'  A.S.,  at  the  Lion,  Albert  Embankment,  on 
Tuesday  evening  last.  Mr.  A.  Piolane,  of  the  Walworth 
Waltonians,  occupied  the  chair.  The  excellent  musical 
programme  was  greatly  enjoyed.  Fourteen  clubs  responded 
to  the  roll-call.  Next  visit  going  to  the  Blackfriar.s-  A.S., 
at  The  Imperial,  Southwark-street,  Blackfriars,  on  Tues- 
day, May  16.  Unfortunately,  not  one  of  the  officers  of 
this  important  list  were  in  attendance. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  B. — I  wish  to  remind  members 
that  Tuesday  next.  May  9,  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope 
all  members  will  clear  the  books. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Black  Dog, 
London-road,  Twickenham. — At  our  meeting  on  April  25 
Mr.  Hebblethwaite  took  the  chair.  That  well-known 
sportsman,  Mr.  F.  R.  A.  Parsons,  of  the  Railway  Tavern, 
Twickenham,  was  elected  a  member.  The  first  tackle 
discussion  took  place,  the  subject  being  "  Floats."  Mr. 
Ogden  Smith  exhibited  a  very  large  and  varied  selection. 
The  subject  was  eventually  adjourned  until  next  Tuesday, 
when  will  any  members  who  use  any  unusual  sort  of  float 
kindly  bring  a  sample  with  them.— J.  M.  Brougham. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
May  16  we  have  our  annual  dinner,  trusting  we  have  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  clubs  at  our  concert  afterwards,  to 
commence  at  9.30. — W,  H.  B. 
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Established 


1819. 


H.  WHITTY, 

15;  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool. 


Telegrams, 
"  Fishing', 
Liverpool." 


Split  Cane,  Whole  Cane  (speciality),  Greenheart, 
Hickory  Rods  built  on  the  premises  by  expe- 
rienced workmen. 


Will  Customers  wishing  to  have  their  Rods, 
Reels,  or  other  Tackle  repaired,  kindly  send  them 
this  month  so  as  to  avoid  delay. 

Reels,  Lines,  Nets,  Flies,  Bags,  Wading  Trousers, 
Brogues,  Coats. 


NO   MORE   BULKY   FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casta, 
Flies,  and  Hooks,  and,  though  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room 
in  the  pocket,  and,  having  turned  down 
leather  flaps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price— Xo.  1  size.  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
CLOSED,  Dealers,  or 

WILLIAM  BIRKET,   Lord  Street,  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Agents  :  S.  AI.I.COCK  &  CO.,  KEDDITCH. 
NOW  BEAD T.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

By    OOTSWOLID     ISYS,  l^.Ji^. 
Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding. 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing'  Re(inisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLfES.T/Z  per  doi.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Sloclt. 

"  Tied  by  Holland." 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS, 

3vds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1  -  each,  10  -  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK, 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted       -      -  from  2  5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING       -     -  „  12  6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish      .....  „     7  ■ 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS   ,,5  6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  -     ...  „    9  6 

La>-ge  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 

The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  Ihoz.      -  -  25/- 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  10ft., 

and  lOJft.   21  - 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  ■      -  21  ■ 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21  - 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  -  21  - 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C. 


TBADE  MABK  (Begd.). 


P.  D.  MALLOCH,  Perth,  N.B., 


FISHING 

MALLOCH'S 
SUPERIOR  TROUT 
RODS. 

Unsurpae^ed  for  Superiority  of  Workmanship, 
Balance,  and  Casting  Power. 
10ft.,  in  3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  26  -,  28  -,  34/.. 

1"*  '  »  28 -,30  -, '36  -." 

12ft.'  „  30/-,  32;-,  38-, 

With  cork  grip,  6  '-  extra, 
lift,  in  2  pieces,  with  spare  top, 
.snake  rings  and  cork  grip    ...  40  -. 

SUPtRIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  RODS. 

18ft.  Hteol  -nako  ring.^,  >;toel  revolving 
top  rings,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted" 
rubber  button,  &c.     The  very  best  Rod 
that  can  be  produced         ...        ...  67- 

16ft.  Rod,  game  as  above,  57  .. 
Vrrfi  Inrf/c  finxorfnifiit  of  Salmon,  firilur,  .Serf 
Trout,  Loih  >i„,l  Jtimr  J-/irs,for  flic  Scotch 
J.orhK  a,„l,  nincrs,  all  tented  imtternn  anil 
heaHtlfullif  tied, 
TiiiME  Flies  have  obtained  HifjHEinp  Awards  whebeter 

EXIIIEITED, 


Manufacturer  of  every  description  of 
TACKLE    SUITABLE    for  ALL    PARXS    of  tire  WORLD, 


MALLOCH'S 

Patent 

CASTING  REEL 

(Improved  Pattern). 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL. 

Improved  Pattern,  in  Gun-metal  or  Alumi- 
nium. The  greatest  boon  to  anglers  yet  invented 
for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds 
of  coarse  fishing  ;  unsurpassed  for  long  distance 
casting  ;  simple,  and  easy  to  learn.  Rods  and 
lines  specially  suited  for  these  reels. 

MALLOCH'S 

PATENT  ADJUSTABLE  BRAKE  REEL. 

In  Gun-metal  or  Aluminium.  The  brake  is 
easily  operated  by  the  hand,  whereby  the  check 
can  be  regulated  at  will  by  simply  turning  the 
milled  disc  on  spindle.  This  should  prove  a 
great  advantage  to  anglers,  as  the  check  can  be 
regulated  ^^^thout  having  to  take  the  reel  to 
pieces,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  reel. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASES. 

For  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  eyed  flies 
of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact,  each  fly 
secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Malloch's  Gold  Medal  Saltitoii  and  Trout  JReclx. 
Ill  Giiii-iitetal,  ^4.la  ni  i  11  i  II  HI,  Ebonite,  and 
f'ocK.s  Wood,    jrade  in  IS  different  sizex, 
5     ILLUSTRATED    PRICE    LIST  FREE. 
Tolegraiii*:  '•  MAI.I,OtH.  PKKTH." 


Taken  on  one  of  our  Special  Casts,  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  1/-  each,  or  lO/-  per  doz.   Each  Cast  Warranted. 

FIRST-OLASS   RODS,    FLIES,    AND  CASTS. 
Our  MULTUM=IN=PARVO  TROUT  ROD  (2  or  3  Joints)  at  £1  Is.  cannot  be  equalled. 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFOROr^' 
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Wagrgouers'  Angling  Society,  Wliite  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Our  visit  took  place  on  Tuesday  last  on 
the  S.L.U.V.L,,  and  was  a  grand  success.  Mr.  A. 
Piolaine,  of  the  Walworth  Waltonians,  ably  filled  the 
chair,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd. 
Fourteen  clubs  were  represetted.  I  wish  to  tender  my 
sincere  thanks  to  all  those  gentlemen  who  favoured  us 
with  their  company  ;  Mr,  Piolaine  will  bs  remembered  by 
the  above  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Although  the  night  was 
a  bad  one,  and  other  unforeeeen  circumstances,  we  had  a 
pleasant  evening.  Mr.  W.  Wade  was  present  and  did  me 
a  favour  by  calling  the  roll.  Mr.  Brown  accompanied  on 
the  piano. — H.  C. 

Waiham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angliugr  Society, 
Black  BuU,  Fulham-road,  8.W. — On  Wednesday  last  we 
had  a  good  meeting,  and  by  the  dinner  committee's  report 
we  anticipate  a  very  large  muster  to  our  dinner  on 
Wednesday  next.  Dinner  will  te  on  the  table  at  8  sharp, 
and  all  tickets  not  returned  by  Sunday  night  must  ba  paid 
for,  as  they  will  be  guaranteed.  All  our  friends  and  mem- 
bers of  other  clubs  please  accept  our  cordial  invitation  to 
our  concert  after  the  dinner. — Tiddler. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Bt. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  8.E.— Our 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Thurs- 
day, May  18.  All  members  and  invites  are  requested  to 
take  note  of  the  alteration.  Some  excellent  talent  has 
been  engaged  for  the  occasion,  and  we  hope  to  have  an 
enjoyable  evening. — W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  S.E. — Our  annual  supper  tikes  place  on 
Friday,  May  19,  it  having  been  postponed  owing  to  the 
serious  illness  of  our  worthy  host.  Members  will  kindly 
attend  in  force,  as  I  wish  to  make  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments.— F.  Westoby. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — Will  members  and  donors  of  prizes 
please  note  that  our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Wednesday,  May  10,  at 
b  p.m.  sharp,  who  will  oblige  by  forwarding  them  on  to 
me  at  their  earliest  convenience  on  or  before  that  date  ? 

Wimbledon  Fiscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road.— 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  will  be  held  next 
Tuesday  at  headquirters  at  9  p.m.,  when  the  report  and 
accounts  for  the  past  year  will  be  presented,  officers 
appointed  for  the  ensuing  season,  and  the  rules  revised.  A 
full  attendance  of  members  is  desired. — Hon.  Sec. 

Woolwich  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bailway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plutnstead. — The  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  will  take  place  on  May  18,  when  we  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  of  our  friends  and  supporters  on  that 
occasion.  Will  all  members  please  attend  the  meeting,  so 
as  to  lighten  the  work  ? — T.  Smith. 

Yarm  Angling  Association. — The  annual  meeting 
of  the  above  was  held  on  the  20th  inst.,  when  the  balanoe- 
shett  was  read,  and  found  to  be  very  satisfdctory,  showing 
the  club  to  be  in  a  very  gocd  position.  Officers  were  then 
elected  for  the  year.  President,  Mr.  B.C.  Atkinson  ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Elgie ;  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Eobson.  Mr. 
Gearge  Ramsey  won  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  aggregate 
weight  of  fish  for  the  six  competitions  which  were  held 
during  the  season.  Several  other  matters  were  discussed, 
which  will  be  brought  up  again  at  the  adjourned  meeting 
to  be  held  on  the  26th  insb.— R.  Robson, 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Aovers'  Angling  Club,  The 
Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — We  had  a  good  attendance 
on  April  23,  the  occasion  being  a  selection  of  music  and 
some  very  nice  singing  by  our  worthy  host,  Harry  Edwards, 
accompanied  by  his  two  sons;  Master  Jack  at  the  piano. 
Our  next  entertainment  will  ba  by  Mr.  Wade,  who  has 
kindly  offered  to  give  us  a  lantern  lecture  on  May  9,  which 
we  trust  will  be  a  success,  the  object  being  in  aid  of  the 
Thames  Angling  and  Preservation  Society. — N.  Linden. 


It  ia  with  the  greatest  regret  that  I  have  to  record  the 
death  of  Mr.  Harry  Patman,  which  occurred  on  Sunday 
morning  last  (April  23)  after  an  illness,  which  has  prac- 
tically extended  over  three  jeirs,  leaving  a  widow  and 
seven  children  to  mourn  his  loss.  The  funeral  will  take 
place  on  Saturday,  April  29,  at  four  o'clock,  at  Pinchley 
Cemetery.  I  have  fished  with  Harry  in  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  and  at  various  A.B.S.  competitions,  and  he  never 
tired  of  answering  any  questions  which  were  put  to  him  to 
benefit  his  brother  angler.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
expeit  roach  fishermen  of  his  day,  as  his  club  register  will 
estify. 

 >  <  

The  following  extract  is  from  a  letter  sent  to  me  by 
Mr.  W.  .J.  Wade,  of  the  Central  Association,  in  answer  to 
inquiries  for  further  particulars  :  "  He  was  for  many  years 
permanently  identified  with  every  movement  likely  to 
benefit  the  angling  cause,  being  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  A.B.S  ,  a  society  in  which  he  took  a  deep 
and  lasting  interest.  It  was  owing  to  his  efforts  that  the 
convalescent  home  scheme  was  adopted,  the  idea  and 
general  details  of  which  he  worked  out  to  a  practical  issue. 
For  many  years  previous,  and  up  to  the  time  of  bis  death, 
he  was  an  active  and  useful  member  of  the  Central  com- 
mittee, where  his  wide  experience  and  straightforward  and 
practical  character  endeared  him  to  all,  and  made  him  of 
the  greatest  service  to  the  anglers  whom  he  was  always 
pleased  to  serve.  He  was  a  genuine  sportsman  and  a  true 
friend.  The  Central  Association  have  ordered  a  wreath 
to  be  sent,  and  the  whole  of  the  officers  and  committee 
wil  attend  the  funeral." 


Morton,  M.P.,  is  to  occupy  the  chair  on  May  i  at  the 
sixteenth  annual  dinner  of  the  United  Brothers'  A.  8.  Mr. 
W,  R.  Lawes  is  down  for  the  vice-chair.  I  can  speak 
from  expeiienoe  as  to  the  enjoyable  nights  this  well- 
known  and  well-conducted  club  arrange.  Tickets  may 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  H.  Tyler  (secretary),  at  head- 
quarters, Druid's  Held  Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. 
I  understand  that  this  dinner  will  ba  a  record 
one.  Sorry  I  carnot  be  there,  as  Thursday  night 
is  always  a  busy  one  wich  me.  I  don't  know  what 
to  say  to  Mr.  Lawes  (the  moving  spirit  of  the  United 
Brothers)  io  answer  to  a  very  kind  invite  :  "  Now, 
'  Drag,'  no  excuse  this  fime,  but  come.  We  have  not  given 
you  a  long  time  to  think  about  it  and  frame  delightful 
excuses."  [That's enough,  Mr.  Lawes;  if  I  run  in  upon 
you  it  will  be  about  11  30.,  and  you  must  provide  a  carriage 
to  get  me  home.  A  pleasant  evening  to  you  all  !] 


On  Tuesday,  May  9,  the  first  annual  dinner  of  the 
Thames  Re-stocking  Association  will  be  held  at  Carr'B 
Restaurant,  Strand.  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke  ") 
will  occupy  the  chair.  On  the  same  evening  the  Blaokfriars 
will  dine  at  their  headquarters,  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  Blackfriars.  The  chair  and  vice-chair 
will  be  occupied  by  Messrs.  G.  H.  Shepherd  and  W.  J. 
Wade.  Secretary  J.  Wheelhouse  means  the  function  to 
be  a  success.  They  have  a  good  host  and  a  splendid  room, 
and  visitors  will  find  them  the  best  of  good  company. 


On  Tuesday  evening  next  the  ColHngwood  Anglers  dine 
at  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S  E. 
"  Straw  Hat  "  (Mr.  J.  Jeffery)  in  the  chair,  supported  by 
Mr.  F.  Bursill  and  a  host  of  angling  celebrities.  The  host 
of  this  hostelry  will  see  that  j  astice  is  done  to  members 
and  visitors, 

 >  »»»  <  

OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  40  (New  Series), 


Me.  E,  M,  MALLETT. 
Has  been  a  keen  lover  of  coarse  fishing  from  early  youth. 
An  old  City  of  London  School  boy,  he  received  his  first 
taste  of  angling  delights  under  the  enthusiastic  example  of 
one  of  the  masters  with  whom  he  resided.  For  some 
years  he  was  the  hon.  sec.  of  that  well-known  angling 
club,  The  Larkhall,  LarkhaU-lane,  Clapham.  He  is  a 
zealous  member  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers.  When  deep 
sea  fishing  last  August,  in  the  Channel,  a  few  miles  off 
the  Lizard,  he  had  the  unique  experience  of  catching  five 
sharks.  Two  of  these  undesirable  gentry  were  5ft.  long, 
and  caused  no  small  commotion  when  hauled  aboard.  Mr. 
Mallett  has  made  good  bags  of  fish  on  the  Thames, 
at  Kingston,  and  is  very  well  known  in  boating  circles. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a  regular  visitor  to  those 
happy  hunting  grounds,  the  Norfolk  rivers  and  broads, 
and  met  with  great  success,  notably  large  perch  at  Oulton 
broad,  and  heavy  reach  in  the  Waveney.  He  ia  a  true 
sportsman,  and  has  often  expressed  his  regret  that  large 
quantities  of  fish  are  so  thoughtlessly  wasted  in  those 
waters  annually  by  so-called  anglers,  who  leave  them  on 
the  banks  to  rot.  The  chief  offenders  are  angling  parties 
on  wherries  and  yachts.  Mr.  Mallett  rejoices  in  many 
friends,  and  is  what  may  be  truthfully  described  as  a 
fair  all-round  man  at  rowing,  swimming,  billiards, 
cricket,  &o. 

 >♦«♦ <  

The  Limehouse  Fiscatorials  are,  I  understand,  going 
well  and  strong.  For  a  comparatively  new  club  they 
contain  an  excellent  membership,  amongst  whom  are 
many  infiuential  anglers.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  but, 
from  what  a  little  bird  whispers,  its  success  is  due  to  their 
hon.  sec.  and  a  good  committee. 




The  May  Fly  is  not  yet"  up,"  but  the  May  meetings 
and  feastings  are  very  much  in  evidence.    Mr,  Arthur 


The  Wednesday  evening  meetings  of  the  B.S.A.S.  are 
now  held  in  the  York  Room  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 


The  Drayton  Park  Piscatoriils'  smoker  on  the  26th  was 
very  successful.  The  room  was  crowded.  Messrs.  Joe 
Wall.  J.  Matthews,  Fred  Bangle,  Tom  Partridge,  P.  and 
W.  Menage,  &c.,  supplied  the  harmony,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Horsey  made  a  capital  chairman,  supported  by  several 
well-known  gentlemen,  including  Messrs.  John  Lees  and 
W.  Harris. 


The  paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  on  Wednesday  evening  last  was  entitled  "  Sea 
Fishing— by  a  Landsman."  A  huge  pile  of  books  for 
reference  had  been  sent  on  to  the  York  Room  at  the 
Holborn,  and  after  the  introductory  pages  had  been  read 
(in  which  sea  fishing  had  been  carefully  avoided),  the 
audience  was  invited  to  listen  to  some  of  the  extracts. 
But  unfortunately  the  wrong  books  had  been  sent  on, 
with  the  result  that  on  page  blank,  of  book  blank,  &c.,  &c., 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  give  them  the 
following : 

 »♦»»<  

"  How  to  stock  a  trout  stream" — put  plenty  in  and 
take  none  out;  "How  to  make  Flies,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of  reducing  the  varieties  in  existence,  and  have 
six  standard  pitterns  only ;  "  "  Fly  Fishing  for  Mussels  ;  " 
"Angling  for  Sturgeon  with  a  Roach-pole;"  "Sea 
Fishing  in  the  American  Lakes ; "  "  Legering  for 
Dolphin;"  "Artificial  Paste  for  Congers;"  "Whiffing 
for  Bass  (bottled);"  "Live-baiting  for  Oysters;" 
"  Trolling  for  Whales  ;  "  "  Winkles  as  Bait— boiled  or 
raw?"  "Sea  Fishing  a  Fine  Art;"  and  one  or  two 
other  subjects  which  will  be  briefly  treated  on  a  f  utur 
occasion  before  such  another  brilliant  audience. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Trou 
Anglers'  Association  (to  which  the  public  are  specially 
invited)  will  take  place  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Parliament 
Close,  71,  High-street,  Perth,  oa  Friday,  April  28,  at 
8  p.m.  The  Eight  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  will 
occupy  the  chair,  and  the  president  of  the  association  (the 
Right  Honourable  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.)  will 
deliver  an  address  in  the  interests  of  trout  angling.  The 
half-yearly  report  and  the  annual  balance-sheet  will  be 
submitted,  and  other  business,  including  a  proposal  to 
form  a  district  association  in  Perthshire,  will  be  discussed. 
The  committee  hope  that  a  large  number  of  members  will 
find  it  convenient  to  be  present,  and,  with  a  view  to  the 
good  of  trout  angling  in  the  county,  they  would  urge  upon 
the  anglers  of  Perth  and  the  surrounding  districts 
(whether  members  or  not)  the  desirability  of  attending. 
The  honorary  secretary  of  this  society  is  Mr.  Andrew 
Smith, 



The  Pet  Dog  Show — one  of  the  most  fashionable  events 
of  the  year  at  the  Royal  Aquarium — will  be  held  there, 
for  the  eighth  year  in  succession,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday  next.  The  entries,  which  number  nearly 
1400— a  record  entry — embrace  every  variety  of  pet  dogs, 
and  the  exhibitors  include  a  princess  and  many  ladies 
of  title.  The  unique  Aquarium  entertainments  will 
proceed  as  usual,  and  the  Great  Fight  at  4  and  9  o'clock, 
daily, 

 >♦♦■»<  

Mk.  Akers-Douglas,  M.P.,  First  Commissioner  of 
Works,  at  Whitstable,  on  Wednesday,  referred  _  to  the 
favourable  reports  by  medical  inspectors  on  the  Whitstable 
oyster  beds,  and  said  the  promised  legislation  had  not  been 
forgotten.  The  presideiit  of  the  local  government  board, 
with  a  desire  to  set  at  rest  the  fears  regarding  the  eating 
of  oysters,  and  to  protect  a  bond  fide  industry,  was  about 
to  introduce  a  measure  providing  for  the  inspection  of 
oyster  layings,  prohibiting  their  removal  from_ insanitary 
grounds,  and  regulating  the  importation  of  foreign  oysters 
from  suspected  districts. 

 >»»♦<  

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa 
tion  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening.  May  1,  at  the 
Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 


London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  Superio 
tendent  (to  Carriage  Inspector):  "Any  of  the  carriages 
out  of  order?  "  "  Yes;  No.  412  is  unfit  for  service." 
"  Well,  use  it  only  for  Pulborongh  after  this." 


According  to  the  Weekl])  Press,  Christchurch,  New 
Zealand,  of  Feb,  22,  "  Mr.  R.  Heaton  Rhodes  fished  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Opihi,  and  landed  an  111b.  fresh 
run  female  trout.  He  "was  using  a  lOoz.  Hardy  rod,  a 
XXX  drawn  gut  cast,  and  Red  Spinner  Fly  tied  on  a 
No.  1  hook.  This  is  believed  to  be  a  record  for  such  light 
gear.  Mr.  Nichols,  who  accompanied  him,  succeeded  in 
getting  the  fish  into  the  landing  net  at  the  first  attempt." 


Mr.  E.  J.  Wells,  hon,  sec.  of  the  Limehouse  Pisca- 
torial Society,  when  sending  on  his  postal  order  for  lOa,  6d. 
(one  year's  subscription,  post  free)  to  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
says  that  they  are  adding  to  their  numbers  rapidly.  Many 
influential  residents  are  joining,  and  the  Limehouse  A.S.. 
although  comparatively  an  infant,  is  going  "  strong,' 
Success  to  them  I 


An  angler  generally  has  a  "  oast "  in  his  eye. 

■     >  »   

In  conversation  with  Mr.  Jardine  recently,  he  said  :  "  I 
took  one  of  my  grandsons— a  little  sLx-year-old — '  tiddler  ' 
fishing.  He  has  a  terrier  dog  named  Rip.  Returning 
home  by  a  pathway  running  alongside  Tottenham 
Cemetery,  he  saw  a  tombstone  with  '  R.I. P.'  on  it. 
'  Grandpa,'  said  he,  '  a  poor  little  dog  is  buried  there.  I 
wonder  if  it  was  like  mine  ? '  "  Dragnet, 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Thanks  to  the  inclement  weather  of  Monday,  there 
waa  bat  a  small  attendance  of  members  at  the  nsaal 
weekly  gathering,  Mr.  W.  Edmonds  presiding.  Angling 
reports  showed  that  the  wind,  rain,  and  cold  had 
kept  trout  down,  so  that  little  sport  had  been  obtained  on 
either  the  Kennet,  Moor  stream,  or  Coloe.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Ziehnsdorf,  who  had  spent  two  days  at  Newbury,  stated 
that  the  Grannom  was  fairly  well  up,  and  for  a  short  time 
in  one  particular  spot  unapproachable  except  by  wading. 
There  was  a  grand  rise  of  fish.  The  wind  had  blown  into 
the  eddies  one  seething  mass  of  living  flies  an  inch  thick. 
He  had  never  seen  so  many  trout  taking  the  "  green- 
tails  "on  one  particular  shallow  (an  impregnable  fishing 
fortress  in  his  case)  in  all  his  experience  of  the  Kennet, 
tut,  unfortunately,  his  waders  were  ciref  ally  stowed  away 
at  the  Ssvan,  and  beyond  catching  a  quantity  of  exception- 
ally fine  dace  (returned)  he  did  nothing.  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher,  who  had  likewise  been  to  Newbury,  alao  drew  a 
blank,  thanks  to  the  rough  weather,  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
By  waters,  thanks  to  a  pitiless  downpour  of  rain  throughout 
the  day,  could  not  even  venture  out  to  fish.  The  energetic 
Mr.  Harden,  however,  took  a  fish  of  21b.,  and  was 
unfortunate  enough  to  get  smashed  by  two  bangers.  The 
chairman  mentioned  that  he  had  taken  on  the  Wick  a 
curious  looking  jack,  if,  indeed,  it  was  Esox  lucius  at  all. 
It  was  absolutely  silvery  in  colour,  without  a  suspicion  of 
gold  about  it,  the  fins  being  tinged  with  red  instead 
of  yellow.  If  such  a  thing  were  possible,  he 
thought  it  must,  have  been  a  cross  between  a 
jack  and  a  trout.  Had  the  learned  curator  (Dr. 
Chas.  S.  Patterson)  been  present  he  might  have  been  able 
to  have  pronounced  an  authoritative  opinion  upon  the 
point  as  to  whether  the  fish  was  a  hybrid  or  not,  especially 
if  it  had  been  brought  up  for  inspection.  Mr.  Frank  Ward 
gave  an  interesting  account  of  coarse  fishing  at  Harlingham 
Ferry,  on  the  Trent,  though  naturally  he  had  not  sampled 
it.  Several  members  had  been  to  the  new  water  at 
Uxbridge,  and  some  grand  trout  had  been  seen  on  the 
move  towards  evening.  Mr.  R.  Bradford,  besides  in- 
dulging in  a  modest  lunch  at  the  Chequers,  and  a  still  less 
ostentatious  tea  at  the  keeper's  cottage,  tooLa  good  trout 
of  lib.  12oz.  out  of  deep  water.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  alsj  got 
a  smaller  fish  of  lib.  4oz.  It  was  mentioned  that  the  best 
wind  for  dry  fly  work  was  a  sou' -wester,  and  for  wet  fly 
fishing  a  N.W.  blow.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  stated  that  the 
"locals"  would  tell  them  that  they  never  ciught  fish 
when  there  was  a  down-stream  wind.  No  information 
was,  however,  afforded  as  to  the  style  of  angling  the  afore- 
said natives  adopted.  It  goes  without  saying  that  they  do 
rot  fish  in  the  artistic  manner  the  past  masters  in  the 
Piscatorial  Society  affect.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY, 
.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  reid  and  con- 
firmed. Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  was  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
Parker  reported  that  a  pollack  was  taken  at  Southsea 
Pier  last  weak  of  31b.  Mr.  Preston  Gardner,  with  Mr. 
Wood,  at  Newhaven  cn  April  22  and  23  (April  22,  five 
score  ;  Apnl  23,  five  and  a  half  score),  mostly  dabs  of  9jz., 
flounders,  and  plaice ;  no  sport  trailing  for  bass ;  bait, 
mnssels  and  lagworm.  Mr.  Tucker,  at  Southend,  on 
Monday,  four  score  of  small  fry,  about  one  Ec^re  of 
flounders,  weighing  up  to  lib,,  boat  fishing.  Mr.  Husssy 
reported  catching  some  dabs  at  8outhend-on-Sea,  but 
they  ran  small.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  then  read  a  paper 
entitled  "  Sea  Fishing  by  a  Landsman."  M.  Henri 
Viard  (of  Le  Journal,  Paris),  gave  some  interesting 
stories  of  sea  fishing.  Afterwards  an  animated  discussion 
took  place  on  trawling  and  the  wholesale  destruction  by 
trawlers  of  immature  fish,  in  which  Mr.  Tucker,  the 
chairman,  Mr.  Hussey,  the  hon.  sec,  and  others  took 
part,  and  a  remedy  was  suggested  by  having  a  close  time 
for  steam  trawlers.  Will  members  kindly  note  that  the 
headquarters  of  the  society  are  now  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  (York  Room)  ?  The  nsual  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  executive  met  at  the  society's  ofiice  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  the  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  Higgins)  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee the  remainder  of  the  correspondence  between 
himself  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  respecting  the  removal 
of  the  barren  swans  between  Staines  and  Teddington  Lcck, 
This  has  been  done.  Two.are  attended  to  by  Harris,  of 
Laleham ;  ten  by  E.  Rosewell,  of  Halliford  ;  and  thirty- 
eight  by  the  Messrs.  Abnett,  at  Molesey.  The  birds  will 
be  kept  off  the  river  until  the  perch  spawn  is  hatched  out. 
A  special  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  H.  0,  O'Hagan, 
E=q.,  for  his  prompff  action  in  removing  and  housing  his 
ducks  during  the  coarse  fish  spawning  season,  as  asked  by 
the  committee. 


ELGIN  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
On  Monday  a  grand  concert  was  given  at  the  Blenheim 
Arms,  Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  Hill,  by  the  host,  Mr. 
Cbaa.  Chaplais.  The  large  room,  which  was  packed  by  an 
appreciative  and  enthusiastic  company,  was  tastefully 
decorated,  and  presented  a  picturesque  appearance.  Mr. 
Louis  Chaplais^  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  Fleet-street,  ably 
presided,  the  vice  being  occupied  by  the  hon.  secretary  of 
the  society.  Among  those  presett  was  Mr.  Arthur  West, 
of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society.  The  programme 
commenced  with  a  pianoforte  solo  by  Mr.  Stanley  Marriott, 
after  which  Master  Guy  Chaplais,  a  prodigy,  gave  "  Across 
the  bridge,''  receiving  vociferous  applause.  Mr.  Harry 
Morris  received  an  undeniable*  encore  for  "Sons  of  the 
•ea,"  responding  with  »  parody  on  the  "  Wedding,  bells." 


Mr.  Harry  Paton  was  very  pleasing  in  his  songs  "  The 
King's  Own"  and  "  Daddy;  "  and  Mr.  "  Wag"  Crook, 
character  comedian,  was  highly  suocsssfal  in  "  Doing  my 
duty"  and  "For  old  times'  sake."  "Santa  Glaus,"  a 
coon  song,  given  by  Mr.  Hart,  was  encored,  and  was 
followed  by  the  host  with  "  Fifteen  of  'em  on  the  parlour 
floor,"  which  was  loudly  applauded,  ai  was  also  Mr.  Fenn 
Forge's  song,  "  It's  the  drink,"  and  was  compelled  to  give 
"  St.  Sepulchre's  bells"  before  he  left  the  stage.  Mr. 
Laynton  was  excellent  in  "  Do-ray-me-fa,"  and  by  way  of 
an  encore  gave  a  cipital  recitation.  Mr.  Alec  Thomas 
(d  la  Eugene  Stratton)  highly  amused  with  "  Little 
Dolly  Daydream"  and  the  "Newly  married  min,"  his 
mimicry  being  of  a  high  order.  Mr.  Jones  was  cordially 
thanked  for  his  exhibition  of  the  gramaphone,  and  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks,  with  musical  honours,  being 
accorded  the  host,  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  brought 
to  a  close  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne."  The  chairman  and 
boat  have  promised  two  handsome  prizes  for  the  best  two 
roach  caughti  during  the  season.- 


ANCHOR  AND  HOPE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  twenty-fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  Thomas  a'  Becket,  Old 
Kent  Roid,  on  Thursday,  April  206h.  Mr.  T.  Crumplsn, 
president  of  the  society,  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  Mr.  R.  Liwea,  Mr.  J.  Levien,  and 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (Secretary  of  the  Central  Association). 

The  chairman,  in  proposing  "The  Anchor  and  Hope 
Angling  Society,"  said,  as  their  president,  he  was  proud  to 
again  occupy  the  chair  at  their  annual  gathering,  and  con- 
gratulated the  society  on  the  manner  in  which  they  sup- 
ported the  preservation  societies,  especially  the  T.  A.P.S., 
which  had  done,  aud  is  still  doing,  a  vaat  amount  of  good 
for  the  London  anglers.  He  wished  the  society  every 
success,  and  hoped  they  would  increase  in  numbers  in  the 
following  season. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Martin,  responding  for  the  society,  said  they 
had  not  been  so  successful  last  season  as  in  others,  but 
mentioned  a  take  of  five  daca  by  one  of  the  members  (Mr. 
C.  Booth),  all  of  which  were  over  lib.  each.  They  had 
£20  in  hand,  and  were  in  hop  as  of  having  a  very  good 
season. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  in  proposing  "  the  president,"  Slid  it 
needed  but  very  few  words  from  him,  aa  they  allknew  Mr. 
T.ICrumplen  (  'Old  Izaak  "  of  the PeopZe),  and  howhehai 
worked  for  them  all  in  days  gone  by  on  the  Central  and 
other  associations,  where  he  had  been  associated  with  him. 

Mr.  Crumplen,  in  responding,  said  he  thanked  the 
members  for  the  manner  ia  which  they  had  received  him, 
and  should  be  pleased  at  any  time  to  come  amongst  them 
whenever  they  desired  him. 

The  musical  part  of  the  programme  was  contributed  to 
by  the  following  gentlemen  :  Messrs  Chas.  Steele,  Romnay, 
Bert  Hope,  F.  Bowden,  Harry  Payne,  S.  T.  Crump'en, 

A.  DeweU,  Jackson  and  Chadwick  (binjo  and  mandoline 
duet),  J.  Grant  jan.,  J.  Bomer,  J.  P.  Boston,  and 
O'Hagan. 

The  following  prizes  were  offered  for  the  coming  season  : 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  pair  of  oil  paintings;  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore,  10s.  Cd.  ;  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  £1  Is.  ;  Mr. 

B.  C.  Booth,  .£1  Is. ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Martin.  £1  Is. ;  Mr.  D. 
Davis,  lOs.  6d. ;  Mr.  J.  Jones,  IDs.  6d. ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
lOj.  6d. ;  Mr.  C.  Watkins,  lOs.  6d.  ;  Mr.  T.  Bowling, 
10s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  J.  Farmer,  lOa.  Gd. ;  Mr.  G.  Pattook,  lOa.  Gl. ; 
Mr.  C.  Cannar,  lOa.  6d.  ;  Mr.  H.  Hamilton,  IO3.  6i.  ; 
Mr.  S.  Jackson,  lOa.  6d.  ;  Mr.  J.  Lavian,  IOj.  61.,  aad 
Xmas  prize  ;  Mr.  G.  Duck,  £1  Is.  ;  Mr.  Taylor,  IO3.  Gl. ; 
Mr.  Marcha.nt,  IO3.  6d. ;  Mr.  J.  Grant,  lOs.  Gd.  ;  Mr. 
A.  West,  prize;  Mr.  Eggby,  lOj.  Gi. ;  Mr.  H.  Mallett, 
jan.,  lOa.  Gd. 

The  chairman,  in  proposing  "our  host,"  slid  he  was 
sure  that  Mr.  Duck  had  provided  a  splendid  repast,  to 
which  ample  justice  hadbeen  done,  and  he  felt  sure  the 
members  were  very  pleased.  Mr.  G.  Duck  suitably 
responded. 


HERTFORD  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  Monday 
last  at  the  Station  Hotel,  Hertford,  Mr.  W.  G.  Garratt, 
president,  in  the  chair.  The  report  referred  to  the  various 
causes  which  had  been  detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the 
society  during  the  past  year ;  the  expenses  of  a  law  suit, 
the  excessively  dry  season,  and  the  death  of  the  hon.  sac. 
having  seriously  affected  its  position.  In  consequence  the 
committee  had  been  reluctantly  compelled  to  terminate 
their  tenancy  of  the  subscription  water,  and  retain  only 
those  waters  rented  from  the  Corporation  of  Hertford. 
The  balance  sheet  showed  a  small  deficit  which  is  covered 
by  subscriptions  yet  due.  The  report  alao  noted  the  loss 
the  society  had  sustained  by  the  sudden  decease  of  the  late 
Dr.  Brunton,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  committee 
for  some  years  past,  and  whose  genial  presence  and  sound 
advice  were  highly  esteemed  by  all  the  members.  In 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  Mr.  W.  Waller,  the  vice- 
president,  said  he  had  not  a  pleasant  task  in  asking  the  mem- 
bers to  receive  the  first  report  showing  a  retrograde  move- 
ment in  the  affairs  of  the  society ;  but,  although  they  had  to 
face  these  difficulties,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  flinch  from  doing  so,  but  it  was  their  hope  that 
the  present  year,  when  the  rivers  were  in  a  more  favour- 
able condition  than  for  some  four  or  five  years  past,  would 
enable  them  to  again  place  the  society  on  a  firm  footing, 
and  carry  on  the  work  of  preserving  and  protecting  t ha 
wa,ter8  around  the  borough.  He  spoke  of  the  wholesile 
destruction  of  fish  which  had  been  carried  on  before  the 
formation  of  the  society,  when  netting  was  a  common 
thing  every  day,  and  of  the  improved  state  of  affairs  at  the 
present  time.  In  allosion  to  the  bilance-sheet,  he  con- 
gratulated the  members  on  the  fact  that,  despite  an 


adverse  season,  the  society  wis  yet  in  a  perfectly  solvent 
state.  Tne  resolution,  seconded  by  Bergt.  Harrington, 
was  carried  nein  coa.  The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
were  elected  as  follows :  President,  Mr.  Wm.  Burgess ; 
vice-president,  Mr.  Wm.  Waller  ;  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
John  Fairall,  Station  Hotel,  Hertford.  A  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  wis  passed  to  Mr.  Walter  Garratt  for  his  service} 
as  president  during  the  past  four  years,  also  for  presiding 
at  that  evening's  meeting.  W.  W. 


THE  LATE  SIR  ROSE  PRICE. 

There  are  anglers  in  many  parts  of  tha  world,  especially 
in  the  United  States,  who  will  read  with  sincere  regret 
that  Sir  Rosa  Lambart  Price,  Bart.,  died  in  London 
recently,  at  the  comparatively  early  a^o  of  6ixty-two.  His 
life  had  been  a  most  etirring  one,  for  from  the  invaluable 
pages  of  "  Who's  Who,"  it  appears  that  he  served  as  a 
lieutenant  in  tha  Royal  Marine  Light  Infantry  on  the  East 
Coast  of  Africa  in  the  supprassion  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
in  India  during  the  Mutiny ;  was  present  at  the  capture  of 
Canton,  and  with  sundry  storming  parties,  in  one  of  which 
he  was  shot  through  the  leg;  and  he  took  part  in  the- 
capture  of  Pekin.  It  was  only  last  year  that  I  had  the 
pleasura  of  reviewing  Sir  Rose's  book,  entitled  "A 
Summer  in  the  Rockies."  He  was  a  true  traveller  and 
sportsman,  and  one  of  the  very  first  rank  with  both  rod 
and  gua.  He  was  one  of  the  keenest  of  anglers,  and  often 
talked  about  writing  a  volum 3  of  hia  fishing  experiences. 
Had  he  done  so,  some  of  his  takes  would  possibly  have 
been  regarded  with  incredulity  by  some,  though  they  were 
true  enough.  He  was  a  fisherman,  as  he  himself  stated, 
from  the  age  of  seven,  and  there  were  few  streams  in  the 
world  containing  trout  which  he  had  not  fished.  Some 
thirty  years  a^o  ha  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the 
Field,  and  it  was  in  ita  columns  that  he  wrote  a  descrip- 
tion of  sport  in  the  Island  of  Antioosti,  where  the  bags  of 
trout  he  and  Lady  Price  made  were  countaQ  by  hundreds. 
In  the  strict  sense,  however,  "  bag"  was  a  misnomer,  for 
so  numerous  were  the  fish,  that  they  had  to  be  eventually 
creeled  in  a  barrel. — Red  Spinnee,  in  the  Field. 

[We  hope  shortly  to  refer  to  the  late  Sir  Rose  Price  as 
an  angler. — Ed.  F.G.] 


i^otes  from  tije  flortf). 

"Winter  in  tha  lap  of  May."  It  has  been  winter 
right  ou  since  the  advent  of  March,  and  no  mistake  ;  and 
it  looks  very  wiatry-like  still— too  much,  so  for  good 
sport.    It  has  been  a  season  of  north-eastera. 


Salmm  returns  are  stUl  at  a  low  ebb.  The  supplies, 
after  threatening  to  stop  entirely,  still  keep  oh  the  low 
side  for  an  average  season,  and  the  gravest  fears  are  now 
being  entertained  that  it  will  be  a  dead  failure,  on  the 
East  Coast  at  least.  ' 


No  grilaa  have  as  yet  made  their  appearance.  They  are 
late,  tor  the  pioneers  are  usually  netted,  about  the  middle 
of  April ;  the  Dee  and  Don  districts  showing  the  first 
fruits  long  before  the  thick  of  tha  summer  migration 
appears  on  the  coast. 


There  will  be  soma  considerable  changing  of  leasees  with 
the  advent  of  May,  as  the  spring  season  usually  ends  with 
April,  when  the  early  spring  angler  departs  and  the 
summer  angler  takes  his  place.  All  over  sport  has  been 
indifferent,  not  so  much  from  the  lack  of  fish  as  the  lack 
of  weather. 


At  this  season  of  the  year  salmon  smolts  are  very  thick 
in  the  tidal  waters,  where  they  congregate  from  the 
reaches  above,  and  move  up  and  down  with  the  tide  in 
shoals  for  a  week  or  so  before  taking  entirely  to  the  briny 
for  the  first  time.  There  ia  a  tine  show  of  smolt  on  the 
Dee  just  now. 

Smolt  are  vary  greedy  oa  the  fly,  and,  yielding  to  the 
temptation,  two  young  anglers  were  up  before  the  sheriff 
at  Aberdeen  last  week,  and  mulcted  in  a  considerable  sum 
for  their  baskets.  They  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  nature 
of  the  fish,  and  were  let  down  more  lightly  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  the  case. 


Salmon  smolt  are  darker  than  those  of  the  sea  trout, 
neater  in  tha  head,  with  large  black  spots  on  the  cover  of 
the  gill,  and  marked  (or  barred)  down  the  whole  length  of 
the  body  from  gill  to  tail.  The  tail  is  a  little  forked.  In 
the  sea  trout  fry  again  the  marks  are  not  so  distinct,  the 
head  stumpier,  and  the  tail  square. 


Catfish  are  quite  common,  but  last  week  a  real  pussy 
by  way  of  a  Fraserburgh  joke,  came  under  the  hammer  of 
the  austioneer  there ;  but  when  the  bos  wm  opened  puss 
made  a  rapid  exit,  and,  pursued  by  a  hundred  market  curs, 
cleared  out  of  the  ring  with  a  vengeanoa. 

This  reminds  me  of  an  exciting  episode  I  once  had  with 
a  friendly  spaniel.  He  was  very  fond  of  raw  fish,  and  I 
used  to  favour  him  with  an  occasional  parr  when  spinning 
for  trout.  On  this  occasion  he  bolted  a  parr-tail  with  a 
flight  of  double  triangles  with  which  I  was  fiLshing,  and 
had  just  laid  on  the  bank  while  fiUing  my  pipa.  Doaald's 
futile  efforts  to  lid  himsalf  of  the  hooks  with  his  paw  was 
the  first  indication  that  drew  my  attention  to  him.  Then, 
fearing  a  hiding,  or  from  sheer  pain,  he  made  off,  and' 
before  I  could  rescue  my  rod  aud  tackle  from  destruction 
and  relieve  him  to  boot  I  had  a  half  hour's  chase  round  a 
ten  acre  park.    He  waa  cured  of  parr  snatching. 

Mr.  John  Stephen  will  open  the  Gordon  Arms  Hotel 
at  Culter  in  a  few  days.   This  is  a  fine  new  house  in  a 
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new  locality  on  Middle  Deeeide,  and  will  be  a  great  boon 
to  the  thousand  and  one  anglers  and  cyclists,  especiilly 
the  latter,  passing  up  and  down  the  royal  valley  of  the 
Dee.  Mr.  Stephen  is  well  known  as  an  able  caterer  and  a 
genial  host.  _____ 

Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  301b.  last 
week  on  the  Cairnton  water.  This  is  the  top  weight  for 
the  season  oa  the  Dee.    It  was  got  to  the  Phantom. 

Robert  Glass,  aged  ninety-one,  ai  old  resident  in  the 
villige  of  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Deeside,  died  last  week. 
Robert  was  almost  to  the  very  last  engaged  in  making 
fishing  bags  for  salmon  anglers  far  and  near. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries 
to  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board,  was  in  Aberdeen  last  week, 
taking  evidence  on  the  application  to  the  Lord  Advocate 
for  leave  to  alter  the  annual  close  time  on  the  Ythan  and 
Ugie.  The  inspector  heard  evidence  pro  and  co?i.,  and 
will  submit  his  report  to  the  Crown  Office  in  the  course  of 
the  next  few  days.   

Mrs.  Basset  had  a  fine  fish  of  71b.  on  the  Invercanld 
private  water  last  week,  and  Mrs.  U.  Pickering  another  of 
6 Jib.  on  her  own  water  at  Kincardine  O'Neil. 


Mr.  Barclay,  who  is  fishing  the  Glentana  waters,  has 
had  a  unique,  and  what  might  be  called  an  iron  tackle 
cabinet  made  to  his  order.  It  is  fitted  with  assorted 
moveable  trays,  in  which  all  kinds  of  tackle  maybe  stored, 
from  the  largest  phantom  to  the  tiniest  salmon  fly.  Any- 
thing can  be  got  at  in  a  moment,  and  when  simply  locked 
up  it  may  be  sent  to  (he  other  end  of  the  world,  and  jet 
nothing  can  get  displaced.  Special  Scotch, 


provincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening,  April  20.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was 
very  well  attended.  The  minutes  of  the  past  moLthly 
meetirg  were  read  and  adopted,  with  the  exception  of 
those  Uealing  with  the  annual  contest ;  these  minutes 
were  reconsidered.  Through  important  letters  received 
from  the  railway  companies  the  former  minutes  passed 
were  rescinded,  and  it  was  decided  by  a  narrow  majority  to 
fish  the  contest  in  the  caral  at  Fenny  Compton  on 
Saturday,  July  8,  next.  The  secretary  was  instructed,  in 
conjuncticn  with  Mr.  C.  White,  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  with  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company 
to  run  a  half-day  excursion  at  a  faie  of  23.  each,  with  the 
usual  ten  per  cent,  discount  off.  A  guarantee  of  300  to 
be  given  to  the  company.  Mecsrs.  Coles  and  McMullen 
were  elected  to  act  as  referees.  All  future  arrangements 
were  left  over  until  the  next  committee  meeting.  A  grant 
of  one  guinea  was  made  to  a  member  of  the  Higbgate 
Park  Society  who  had  fallen  into  distress.  The  visiting 
committee's  report  was  of  a  very  favourable  nature,  as 
the  visits  to  the  clubs  had  been  the  means  of  making  a 
number  of  new  members.  It  was  decided  to  visit  the  Bel- 
mont Society,  at  the  White  Swan,  Legge-sf  reet ;  the  Balsall 
Heath  Britannia,  at  the  Old  Moseley  Arms,  Tindall- 
street ;  and  the  Junction  Society,  at  the  Junction  Inn, 
Highg8t5-lane,  previous  to  the  next  meeting.  Previous  to 
the  clcse  season  ccming  in  some  good  fish  were  taken 
from  the  canal  at  Fenny  Compton,  and  I  have 
leison  to  believe  that  the  coming  contest  will  beat 
all  records,  as  the  canal  has  a  reputation  of  con- 
taining a  quantity  of  good  fish  over  the  average  weight 
of  canal  fish.  It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  the  Black 
Eagle  Society  was  about  to  be  dissolved  ;  in  fact,  it  was 
passed  at  an  ordinary  meeting  by  the  small  majority  of 
two,  that  such  should  be  the  case,  but  I  now  learn  that  a 
general  meeting  will  be  summoned,  and  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  keep  the  club  going,  and  remove  it  to  a  more 
suitable  place  of  meeting.    The  Aston  Park  club  have 


made  an  application  to  again  remove  to  another  hoase; 
this  clab  seems  to  be  very  unfortunate  in  the  selection  of 
their  club  housaa,  as  this  will  make  the  fifth  removal  since 
their  formation.  I  hope  that  the  new  place  of  meeting 
will  benefit  the  club,  and  place  it  in  a  better  financial 
position.  The  Dudley  Society,  which  have  been  holding 
their  club  in  an  out-of-the-way  place,  have  at  last 
followed  my  advice,  and  intend  coming  into  the 
centre  of  the  town.  With  this  in  view,  they  have  arranged 
to  hold  their  fixture  meeting  at  one  of  the  best  and 
largest  houses  in  Dudley ;  they  will  now  get  the  patronage 
and  support  of  the  influential  anglers  in  the  town. 
The  proposed  new  bye-laws,  as  required  by  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  are  out,  and  can  be  obtained  for  one  penny 
per  copy  froai  Mr.  J.  Stallard,  Pierpoint-street,  Worcester. 
The  sub-committee  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Associa- 
tion to  review  the  new  bye-laws  have  taken  them  up,  and, 
so  far  as  the  new  coarse  fish  laws  are  concerned,  they  will 
be  strongly  opposed,  ani  the  Board  of  Trade  will  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  opposition  raised  before 
these  notes  are  in  print.  In  the  new  bye-laws  no  close 
time  is  fixed  for  the  coarse  fish  ;  the  only  reference  made 
is  chiefly  as  to  the  means  of  clearing  them  out  of  the  river. 
One  of  the  laws  says  that  nets  for  taking  freshwater  fish 
other  than  trout  or  grayling  shall  not  exceed  40yds,  in 
length  and  3yds.  in  depth,  &c.  This  is  very  good,  and  no 
doubt  calculated  to  have  the  desired  effect  of  soon  taking 
all  the  coarse  fish  out  of  the  water, 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  last  week  the  weather  continued 
very  unfavourable  for  all  kinds  of  angling,  as  cold,  strong, 
winds  from  the  east  persistently  prevailed.  Even  on 
sheltered  and  comparatively  warm  parts  of  streams,  sport 
was,  if  any,  very  poor.  With  the  present  week,  however, 
there  has  come  a  welcome  change.  The  wind  has  shifted 
out  of  the  dreaded  east,  gentle  showers  of  warm  rain  have 
fallen,  and  the  atmosphere  is  milder  and  more  spring-like. 
On  Monday  many  anglers  journeyed  to  the  streams  and 
commenced  work  in  earnest ;  and  as  the  conditions  of  both 
water  and  weather  have  bee  a  propitioa?,  very  fair  sport 
has  been  had  on  most  of  the  rivers.  The  various 
open  lengths  of  the  Dove  have  had  many  anglers 
upon  their  banks ;  and  on  the  lower  waters,  both 
fly  and  bottom  fishers  have  taken  numerous  nice  lots  of 
fish,  which  are  now  getting  into  good  condition.  On  the 
Dovedale,  Milldale,  and  Beresford-dale  waters  there  has 
been  fairly  tuocessfnl  fly-fishing,  and  decent  baskets  have 
been  made.  Indeed,  sport  on  most  patts  of  the  Dove  has 
during  the  last  few  days  been  reasonably  satisfactory.  On 
the  Wye,  in  the  Millersdale  district,  tolerably  good  sport 
has  been  had,  chiefly  by  visitors  from  Manchester  and  its 
neighbourhood  ;  and  on  the  Mensaldale  open  and  private 
waters  fairly  large  baskets  have  been  made.  The  Ashford 
lengths  have  also  yielded  some  moderate  creels  of  good- 
s'zed  fish  to  local  anglers  principally.  On  the  Bakewell, 
Haddon,  and  Rowsley  waters  there  has  been,  day  by  day, 
about  the  full  number  of  artificial  fly  rods  allowed, 
and  although  no  very  large  baskets  are  reported,  yet  sport 
has  been  fairly  gocd,  and  several  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been 
killed,  Visitois  to  Edale  andAshopton  have  done  well, 
as  a  rule,  on  those  romantic  mountain  streams,  the  Nowe 
and  Ashop,  and  several  decent  creels  have  been  made 
there,  Oa  others  of  the  smaller  streams— notably  the 
Amber,  Bentley,  and  Ecclesbourne — bottom  fishing  with 
worms  las  been  very  successful  in  places,  and  a  goodly 
number  of  fish  have  been  killed.  On  the  Upper  Derwent, 
between  Derwent  village,  Ashopton,  Yorkshire  Bridge, 
and  Bamford,  anglers  have  been  rather  numerous,  mostly 
hailing  from  Sheffield  and  its  vicinity;  and  some  of  them 
have  met  with  fair  success,  both  by  fly  and  bottom 
fishing.  Fly  anglers  have  made  tolerably  good  creels 
on  the  Sickleholme,  Hathersage,  and  Grindleford  waters, 
and  sport  has  been  generally  satisfactory  throughout  the 
Derwent  valley.  There  has  been  a  fair  share  of  visitors 
to  the  Chatsworth  and  Baslcw  reaches,  and  several  good 
creels  of  nice  sized  fish  have  been  taken,  the  best  sport 
being  had  on  the  lengths  running  through  Chatsworth 
Park,  between  the  Baslow  and  Beely  bridges, 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  weather  is  still  very  cold,  there  have  been 
warm  intervals  during  the  past  week,  and  trout  anglers 
have  been  able  to  get  an  hour  or  two's  fly  fishing.  The 


waters  are  in  capital  condition,  but  there  has  been  a 
scarcity  of  flies,  and  aquatic  vegetation  is  also  backward. 
The  fish  have  shown  increased  activity,  especially  during 
the  evenings,  and  those  anglers  who  have  operated  with 
the  fly  have  secured  several  brac9  of  sizeable  fish.  The 
majority  of  sportsmen,  however,  have  wielded  the  bottom 
tackle,  and  this  method  has  accounted  for  the  best  baskets. 
On  some  streams  trout  fishing  cin  scarcely  be  said  to  have 
begun  ;  in  fact,  some  enthusiasts  have  not,  owing  to  the 
continued  cold  weather,  yet  wetted  a  line, 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  in  this  district  has 
not  been  favourable  for  successful  trout  fishing,  con- 
sequently little  has  been  done  ;  but  both  the  river  Hull 
and  tributary  streams  are  in  first-class  condition  either 
for  minnow  or  fly  fishing  ihonld  milder  weather  inter- 
vene, and  several  a<inatic  and  other  flies  are  showing  them- 
selves on  the  upper  waters,  so  that  the  prospects  of  sport 
are  rather  good.  Worm  fishing  for  flounders  and  eels  has 
been  practised  during  the  week  with  a  fair  amount  of 
success,  both  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  and  on  the 
Holderness  Drains,  Several  of  our  local  clubs  have  held 
their  matches  on  the  river.  The  Red  Lion  Angling  Society 
fished  a  match  at  Grovehill,  resulting  in  Mr.  J.  Hartley 
taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  7ioz, ;  the  next  three  being 
taken  by  Messrs.  J,  Nicholson,  W.  Bray,  and  Rd,  Sizer, 
The  Osborne  Angling  Association  also  fished  their  first 
match  of  the  season  at  Hull  Bridge,  Messrs,  H,  BuUiment, 
J.  Anderson,  and  H.  Quade  being  the  first  three  prize 
winners.  The  George  and  Dragon  Angling  Society 
held  their  first  match  on  Swinemoor,  Messrs,  J,  P, 
Sherwood,  T,  Hales,  and  T,  Watson  being  the  first 
three  amongst  the  prizes.  The  members  of  the 
River  Hull  Angling  Society  have  subscribed  the 
nice  little  sum  of  £6  12s,  6d.  to  the  widow  of  a  late 
member  of  the  club  (Mrs.  H.  Ehlers).  Mr.  Walter  Scott, 
of  the  Beverley  Foresters' Angling  Society,  held  an  annual 
open  match  on  the  river  at  Figham,  when  seventy-nine 
competitors  entered  for  the  nine  prizes  offered,  which  were 
chiefly  won  by  Hull  anglers,  Messrs.  H.  Woolock,  G. 
Armstrong,  and  R.  H.  Barlow  taking  the  first  three,  but 
the  takes  of  fish  were  only  small.  To-day  (Saturday)  the 
Victoria  A.S,  hold  their  annual  match,  open  to  all  comers, 
on  the  river  at  Dunswell,  and  as  the  river  is  in  fine  form 
in  this  district  for  worm  fishing,  no  doubt  the  competitors 
will  meet  with  some  good  sport,  especially  if  the  day  be 
fine.  There  should  also  be  a  good  muster  of  anglers,  for 
the  prizes  are  both  numerous  and  well  selected.  The  draw 
will  take  place  at  the  Waggon  and  Horses  hostelry  at 
2.45  p.m.  Several  nic9  trout  have  been  taken  recently  in 
the  havens  on  the  Lincolnshire  side  of  the  river  Humber, 
whilst  worm  fishing  for  flounders  and  eels.  Some  nice 
catches  of  flounders  have  also  been  made_  at  both 
Brough  and  Bessie  Havens  during  tide  time  with 
the  black  headed  worm,  using  shrimps  as  ground 
bait.  The  Holderness  Drains  are  also  providing 
the  match  fishers  with  a  fair  amount  of  sport 
amongst  the  same  kind  of  fish.  The  Hull  Corporation 
Employees  Angling  Scc'.ety  fished  their  first  match  at 
Patrington  Haven,  resulting  in  Messrs  C.  H,  Clarkson,  S. 
Clarkson,  and  W.  Wilkinson  taking  the  first  three 
honours.  Messrs.  Reckitt's  Employees  A.S.  also  fished  a 
match  at  the  lame  place,  Messrs.  G,  Gledhill,  C,  Mark- 
ham,  R,  Smith,  and  R.  Hua'sxan  being  the  first  four 
prize  men, 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
Following  ten  degrees  of  frost  and  a  fall  of  snow  on 
April  23,  a  change  for  the  better  took  place  in  the  weather 
early  this  week,  a  considerable  amount  of  rain  having 
sircj  fallen.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  speak  of  results  as  a 
sequence  of  this  improved  state  of  things,  top  feed  being 
still  conspicuous  by  its  absence  on  river  and  lake.  There 
are  a  considerable  number  of  angling  visitors  in  Cumber- 
land and  North  Westmorland,  and  several  of  these  have 
done  better  than  circumstances  would  suggest.  Some  of 
them  speak  very  favourably  of  present  sport  and  future 
prospects,  particularly  those  who  have  fished  Ullswater 
Lake  and  the  upper  waters  of  the  Eamont.  Less  satisfac- 
tory reports  come  from  other  quarters  of  the  district, 
where  the  fish  are  said  to  have  deteriorated  in  condition, 
owing  to  the  long  spell  of  cold  weather.  Not  much  has 
been  done  on  Windermere,  where  the  trout  are  still  in  deep 


"ANGLERS  NOTE!'' 

To  insure  the  fresh  and  immediate  delivery 
of  fish  sent  by  Rail  or  Parcels  Post  use 
ROWLAND  &  HARRISON'S  Address 
Label,  ready  gummed,  in 
books  of  15,  price  60?. 
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water.  A  number  of  good  char  have  been  taken,  however, 
by  both  professional  and  amateur  fishermen,  with  plumb 
lines,  amouKst  the  amateurs  who  have  been  most  sucoess- 
ftti  being  Mr.  Thorpe,  of  Windermere,  who,  in  the  very 
early  hours  of  Friday  morning,  had  ten,  and  on  Saturday 
three  of  these  beautiful  and  delicious  fish.  Given  warmer 
weather  and  a  better  hatching  out  of  natural  flies,  anglers 
are  still  hopsful  of  a  successful  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Levenshulme  Angling  Society  last  week-end 
received  a  consignment  of  very  fine  tench  and  rudd,  and 
turned  them  adrift  iu  order  to  cross  the  existing  stock  in 
their  waters.  To-day  (Saturday)  the  executive  conucil  of 
the  Xorthem  Anglers'  Association  meet  at  Farnworth  to 
dispose  of  some  very  important  and  ioteresting  business, 
both  routine  and  extraordinary.  The  St.  Helen's  anglers 
have  got  on  good  terms  with  the  corporation,  and  the 
terms  seem  to  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties ;  at  any  rate, 
the  fishing  in  the  waters  belonging  to  the  corporation  are 
no  longer  closed,  and  a  limited  number  of  tickets  are 
issued.  This  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  anglers  of  the 
town.  Liverpool  anglers  are  heard  from  again  this  week. 
The  association  have  successfully  arranged  for  Whit- 
Monday  01  the  Dee.  The  West  Derby  have  been  enjoying 
themselves  at  a  "  smoker  "at  the  Nelsm,  and  are  perfecting 
arrangements  for  an  open  event  in  June,  towards  the  prize 
list  of  which  a  handsome  challenge  cup,  a  gold  centre 
silver  medal,  and  silver  mounted  carvers  arealready  secured. 
The  writer  is  continually  being  asked  as  to  suitable  places 
to  go  to.  Try  Huntley  or  Clonbur.  At  the  latter  place  the 
fly  fiaher  is  having  good  times.  By  this  time  four  gillaroo 
trout  will  have  arrived  at  Messrs.  Cooper's  to  be  set  up. 
They  weigh  IGlb.,  and  are  beauties.  At  the  former  place, 
eince  the  Crnive  Dyke  was  removed,  the  fishing  has  im- 
proved. Lancastrian  fishermen  report  favourably  of  the 
good  sport  to  be  obtained  on  the  Deveron.  There  is  free 
fishin?  at  both  these  resorts ;  although  the  reports  from 
our  rivers,  the  Kibble,  Lnne,  Wyre,  and  their  tributaries, 
are  not  exciting,  the  tenour  of  the  reports  speak  with  hope 
of  the  future  of  all  the  lot.  The  Wyre  has  just  received 
a  further  lot  of  the  much  discussed  rainbow  trout,  and  we 
shall  soon  know  how  they  thrive.  Soma  late  accounts  are 
to  hand  of  stocking  in  the  Crompton  Lodges  with  a  nice 
lot  of  fish.  Another  item  speaks  of  a  railway  company 
intending  to  stock  and  develop  a  certain  water,  with  a 
view  to  passenger  trafiis  in  the  future. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Stocking  is  very  much  in  evidence  amongst  our  local 
clubs  at  present.  The  various  executives  at  last  have 
grasped  the  importance  of  this  department,  and  are 
pushing  the  question  with  enthusiasm.  The  Urmston  and 
Flixton  Angling  Society  have  recently  received  and  placed 
in  the  Flixton  reservoirs  two  consignments  of  good  fish, 
principally  roach,  from  Litcolnshire,  and  weighing  from 
Jib.  to  IJlb.,  and  there  are  500  mature  perch  jet  to  arrive 
when  ready.  Another  society  very  much  alive  is  the 
Central  Angling  Society,  Openshaw.  They  have  secured 
two  gf  ol  reservoirs  in  the  distiict,  and  have  done  a  lot  of 
stocking  in  the  same.  The  fish  turned  in  are  mostly  large 
ones,  and  consist  of  roich,  perch,  bream,  c^-c,  and  there  is 
a  consignment  of  trout  yet  to  arrive.  They  have  arranged 
for  contests  on  June  25,  Aug.  27,  and  Oct.  15,  at 
places  to  be  arranged.  They  have  elected  a  strong 
executive,  which,  led  by  Mr.  Tom  Hackett  as 
secretary,  can  hi  relied  on  for  business.  Two 
cit^  fishermen  on  the  Dee,  at  Llangollen,  report  the 
water  and  weather  of  the  past  week-end  as  good,  the  sport 
moderate,  but  the  fish  small.  Only  a  few  brace  of  sizeable 
fish  paid  penalty,  but  of  small  and  undersized  fish  plenty 
were  hooked.  A  member  of  the  Twelve  Club,  on  the  26th, 
had  rather  a  good  day  in  Derbyshire,  taking  twelve  brace 
of  nice  fish.  The  Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society  held 
an  important  meeting  on  the  24th,  and  transacted  a  lot  of 
routine  business,  discussing  dates  of  matches,  &c.,  for  the 
season.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Welcomb  Angling 
Society  will  be  an  interesting  one.  Several  papers  on 
fishing  will  be  read,  and  many  more  speeches  made,  and 
the  diversity  of  opinion  and  experiences  of  the  veterans  of 
the  club  will  do  the  novices  a  deal  of  good.  The  Dake  of 
Cambridge  Angling  Society,  at  their  meeting  on  the  24th, 
arranged  an  interesting  programme  for  the  coming  season. 
Matches  are  to  be  fished  on  June  25  and  September  3,  both 
at  Althorpe.  They  are  making  new  members  each  meet- 
ing night,  but  only  sportsmen  are  admitted  to  the  club. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Salmon  angling  has  again  been  impossible  on  the 
favourite  reaches  of  the  Trent  in  our  district  in  conse- 
quence of  the  height  of  the  water.  Moreover,  unfavour- 
able weather  has  oast  a  gloom  over  everything  appertaining 
to  the  mysteries  of  the  gentle  art.  Members  of  the 
Wellington  Society  have  been  privileged  to  angle  on 
certain  preserved  streams  ia  Derbyshire,  and  one  or  two 
of  the  number  sacceeded  in  creeling  trout.  A  few  brace 
have  also  been  killed  with  the  bottom  bait — worm — on  the 
Dover  Beck.  Fly  fishing  opens  on  the  Greet  on  Monday, 
and  above  Southwell  there  is  said  to  be  a  plentiful  head  of 
fish.  Clnb  news  is  lacking  in  interest,  and  things 
generally  just  now  are  extremely  quiet. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
A  considerable  and  welcome  improvement  in  the'con- 
diflong  for  angling  has  been  apparent  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  greater  portion  of  the  waters  in  the  Sheffield 
district  are  now  in  very  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
npper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  come  in  for  a  good 
deal  of  att«ntion,  but  although  the  results  have  not  been 
up  bo  high-water  mark,  as  it  were,  the  sport  obtained  has 
been  of  a  fairly  satisfactory  description.  The  members  of 
the  Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  Clubs  have  fared  very 
well,  several  rodstera  having  been  out  every  day^  whilst 
the  takes  have  comprised  a  lot  of  nice  fish.  Sport  is  likely 


to  improve  every  day,  and  there  are  any  amount  of  fish  in 
the  Derwent.  Bottom  anglers  have  had  little  to  complain 
of but,  as  fishermen  are  reported  to  be  always  grumbling, 
it  is  possible  they  will  say  that  the  fish  have  run  too  much 
on  the  small  side.  By  using  worms,  dock  grubs,  and 
maggots  they  have  obtained  some  capital  sport.  In  the 
Matlock  district  both  the  free  and  the  private  waters  have 
furnished  good  spirt,  and  just  near  Matlock  Dale  several 
good-sized  Loch  Leven  trout  have  been  cap'.ured.  Pond 
anglers  in  Derbyshire  are  now  getting  some  good  sport, 
especially  in  the  evenings.  Reports  from  the  Amber  have 
not  been  quite  so  gooi  lately,  and  the  reason  for  this  is 
thit  the  fish  are  said  to  have  had  such  a  large  supply  of 
natural  food,  in  consequenoa  of  the  rains  washing  worms, 
&c.,  into  the  river,  that  they  won't  look  at  the  carefully 
prepared  baits  of  anglers.  With  maggots,  a  few  of  the 
members  of  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society  have 
caught  a  small  number  of  trout  in  the  Amber  near  Wing- 
field,  and  dock  grubs  have  also  proved  to  be  very 
attractive.  Closer  at  home  there  is  very  little  sport  to 
record,  with  the  exception  of  the  Lord  Brad  field  Reservoir, 
which  has  yielded  a  fnw  decent  trout.  Nothing  much  is 
being  done  in  the  Idle,  but  Retford  anglers  will  pay 
greater  attention  to  this  stream  later  on. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Weather  has  been  stormy  all  through  the  week,  and  on 
two  nights  we  had  very  heavy  rain,  and  although  we  h  ive 
had  such  cold  winds,  the  vegetable  world  is  full  of  active 
life,  the  fields  luxuriant  and  green.  The  rivers  are  ia 
capital  condition,  but  very  few  anglers  have  been  out. 
Severn  is  all  lut  deserted  by  club  anglers,  and  will  be 
until  June  15,  when  the  close  season  ends.  One  or  two 
sportsmen  have  been  spinning  for  trout  under  the  weirs, 
but  without  success ;  but  a  fine  sea  trout  (31b.  Goz  )  was 
taken  in  one  of  the  salmon  nets,  and  its  merits  were 
discussed  at  the  dinner  table  of  the  Bull's  Head  Inn,  the 
headquarters  of  the  Worcester  Angling  Society.  A  few 
brace  of  nice  trout  were  taken  in  the  Teme  with  worm  and 
fly,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and  Iron  Blue  killing  best. 
Some  of  the  clubs  have  also  had  sport  on  their  rented 
waters.  Mr.  Leach,  treasurer  of  the  Greenbacks'  Club, 
states  that  a  few  days  ago  he  took  five  braoe  in  their  club 
water,  but  only  creeled  one  fish,  returning  all  the  others 
to  the  water  to  grow  larger.  He  is  too  good  a  sports- 
man to  bring  an  undersized  fish  away.  Messrs.  Martin, 
Perbs,  and  Thrift  also  had  some  nice  fish  from  their  club 
water,  but  they  certainly  are  not  in  condition  yet.  Salmon 
fishing  is  still  bad.  and  samlets  in  this  part  of  t'le  Severn 
unusually  scarce. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Can't  Catch  Caep. — We  could  not  give  you  in  a  few 
words  all  you  want  to  know.  Send  Is.  for  a  copy  of 
"  Angling  and  How  to  Angle  "  to  Sampson  Low  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  B.C.,  where  you  will 
find  the  information  you  require. 

May  Fly.— You  will  find  some  account  of  May  Fly 
fishing  in  the  Windrush  and  Coin  in  that  most  delightful 
book,  "A  Cotswold  Village;  or.  Country  Life  and  Pur- 
suits in  Gloucestershire,"  by  J.  A.  Gibbs,  recently  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  John  Murray.  We  can  strongly  recommend 
it  as  one  of  the  best  books  about  country  life,  hunting, 
shooting,  fishing,  &c.,  that  we  have  ever  read. 

H.  H.  W.  asks  where  lug  worms  may  be  obtained  at 
Burnham-on-Crouch  on  Sundays.  Perhaps  Mr.  Wright, 
who  has  taken  up  his  residence  there,  will  kindly  answer  V 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.1 


AN  OPTICAL  ILLUSION. 
Dear  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell 
me,  through  your  columns,  whether  fish,  such  as  trout, 
pike,  perch,  salmon,  &c  ,  appear  to  the  eye  larger  or 
smaller  in  the  water  than  when  out  ? — Yours  truly, 

Bradford. 

[It  all  depend?  on  the  angle  at  which  you  look  at  them. 
If  you  look  down  at  them  from  some  place  above  the 
water  level  they  look  longer  and  thinner  than  they  are. 
If  you  look  at  them  in  a  gla=s  tank  at  an  aquarium  they 
look  their  natural  size. — Ed.  J 


.      SILK  FISHING  LINES. 

Sib, — As  all  good  anglers  consult  the  pages  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  information  bearing  on  their  favourite 
amusement,  perhsps  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  if  an 
ardent  lover  of  the  sport  gives  a  timely  word  of  advice  to 
his  "  brethren  of  the  angle  "  on  the  above  subject. 

Owing  to  an  extraordinary  increased  demand  for  all 
classes  of  "raw"  silk,  the  price  of  all  silks  suitable  for 
making  fishing  lines  has  advanced,  within  a  few  months, 
from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent.,  and  is  still  advancing. 
Indeed,  from  all  I  can  learn,  owing  to  the  vagaries  of 
fashion,  manufacturers  are  putting  their  best  tiLk  to  more 
profitable  uses  than  making  lines,  especi illy  as  this  clats 
of  trade  has  been  so  much  cut  up  in  prices  during  the  last 
year  or  two  as  to  be  hardly  worth  catering  for.  It  is 
therefore  most  probable  that,  before  long,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  procure  really  pure  silk  lines  except  at  much 
higher  prices  than  are  now  possible. 

I  am  informed  by  those  in  the  trade  that  the  demand 
for  silk  at  the  present  time  is  much  greater  than  tie 
supply,  and  is  likely  to  continue  so  for  some  time  to  oomr. 

1  think  I  need  say  no  more,  only  that  "  a  word  to  tl  e 
wise,"  &c,,  and  you  know,  sir,  that  most  anglers  are  ni^e 
— or  otherwise. — Yours  truly,  SrRiN(i  Troi  t. 


MID-TAW  TROUT  FISHERY. -A  CORRECTION. 
Dkar  Sir, — In  the  account  you  kindly  give  of  my  fishery 
in  your  issue  of  April  22,  the  Fox  and  Hounds  Hotel,  at 
Egjesford,  by  mistake  was  printed  "  Kggesdon."  Also, 
the  new  "  Tor  "  Railway  should  read  "  Toy  "  Railway. — 
Yours  truly,    E.  P.  Marmhall, 

FIS3ING  AT  COLWYX  BAY. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  numerous  corre- 
spondents, give  me  particulars  of  trout  fishin  {  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Colwyn  Bay,  North  Wales  ':'  I  propose 
spending  a  fortnifjht  there  in  June,  and  being  quite  a 
novice,  should  be  very  glad  of  any  information  as  U)  what 
flies  to  use,  or  if  waders  are  r.eiessary,  &o.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,     J.  W.  Newbol'LIj. 


"COOPER'S  FANCY." 
Dear  Sib, — la  your  issue  of  the  Fi/ikiwj  Gazette 
April  15, 1899,  page  2()0,  Reports  from  Rivers,  Lchs,  <to., 
Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire),  correspondent  "D)t- 
terel"  recommends  Cooper's  Fancy  as  a  good  fly  for  this 
month.  Can  he  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  where  the 
fly  may  be  had  r"  Strange  to  say,  the  celebrated  Dert>y- 
shire  fly  dressers,  Messrs.  Fos'er  Brothers,  of  Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire,  do  not  know  it.  I  shall  be  very  thankful  to 
anyone  for  the  above  information. — Yoars  truly, 

  A.  Roland  Utches. 


BATS  AND  THE  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — When  fishing  a  considerable  tributary  of 
the  Boyne  last  June,  I  noticed  nightly,  while  brown  trout 
fishing  in  the  evening,  that  "the  ris3,"  which  while  it 
lastei  was  fast  and  furious,  usually  ommenced  about 
8.15,  and  lasted  s)  long  as  the  bats  (which  were  rather 
large  and  numerous)  remained  dormant,  but  the  minute 
they  made  their  appearacce,  their  flight  being  almost 
confined  to  the  course  of  the  river,  down  went  the  trout 
like  a  stone,  and  the  water,  which  five  minutes  before  was 
alive  with  trout,  was  now  without  a  sign  of  life  so  far  as 
they  were  concerned,  and  no  fly,  natural  or  artificial, 
would  tempt  them  to  rise. 

Can  any  of  your  readers,  or  you,  explain  this,  or  state 
whet'aer  fish  under  these  circumstances  usually  resort  to 
bottom  feeding,  or  are  to  be  considered  entirely  "off" 
for  the  night  ?  It  is  most  disippoiatiog  to  have  one's 
sport,  which  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  bits  was  invariably 
excellent,  thus  closed  down  so  rudely  long  before  the 
fading  light  would  of  neopssity  suggest  a  wind-up  for  the 
day.  To  my  mind  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  bats  being 
the  cause  of  the  fish  ceasing  to  take  the  fly,  as  I  paid  close 
attention  to  the  ma'.ter. — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

J.  G.  G. 

[  We  never  heard  of  bats  putting  fish  down  before,  and 
have  often  caught  trout  when  the  bats  were  about,  and 
on  one  or  two  occasions  have  hooked  bats  as  well  as 
trout.— Ed  ]   

FISHING  IN  ULLESWATER. 

Sib, — I  should  be  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could 
give  me  any  information  as  to  the  fishing  in  UUeawater 
and  the  river  Eamont. 

I  think  of  stayirg  at  Pooley  Biidge  at  Whitsattide,  and 
shall  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  Eamont  can  be  fished 
from  there,  and  whose  pei mission  is  required;  alro,  what 
flies  are  suitable  for  the  river  and  lake,  and  what  licence 
is  necessary. — Yours,  &o  ,  Lex. 


FISHING  NEAR  EASTBOURNE. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  where  to  go  for  a  week's  good  genuine  fishing  (late 
summer  or  autumn)  ?  Specimen  fish  only  wanted.  Within, 
say,  an  hour  or  two  by  rail  of  Eastbourne. — Yours,  &c  , 
_____      Ch.  L.  Mathews. 

FISHING  IN  THE  KILLARNEY  LAKES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  by  the  Fishinij  Gazette,  of  April  1, 
that  your  correspondent,  "  Mark  Bench,"  states,  under 
the  heading  "The  Kilirney  Lakes,"  that  the  Killarney 
Fishery  Development  A;  sociation  are  a  little  premature  in 
stating  that  nigbt  lines  are  abolished  here  ;  he  also  states 
' '  that  the  association  has  not,  so  far,  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  abolition  of  crof  s-lines."  Kindly  permit  me  to  say 
that  both  cross  lines  and  night  lines  are  totally  abolished 
in  the  Killamey  Lakes,  and  the  only  "fixed  engines" 
that  remain  are  some  [atent  eel  traps,  which  are  dobg 
vei-y  good  work. 

It  is  now  unlawful  to  use  a  cross  line  in  thj  lakes  ;  the 
penalty  is,  I  think,  £4;  and,  as  to  night  lines,  there  were 
only  two  families  who  used  them,  and  these  are  employed 
by  two  of  the  principal  hotels,  who  have  threats n.'d  to 
dismiss  them  instantly  if  found  to  be  using  night  lines. 
We  have  also  got  the  owners  of  the  principal  estates  to 
agree  to  stop  anyone  who  uses  a  night  line  from  landing 
oa  any  part  of  their  resp.ctive  estates.  Also,  it  is  illegal  to 
use  any  fixed  engine  for  the  capture  of  trout  or  salmon, 
unlfssa  licence  be  obtained  for  it  frcm  the  district  con- 
servators, and  the  latter  can  impose  a  licence  whi:h  will  be 
prohibitive.  In  short,  we  have  made  it  so  warm  for  the 
few  men  that  fishei  them  that  the  game  isn't  worth  the 
candle ;  also  the  men  themselves  are  beginning  to  see  that 
it  will  pay  better  not  to  use  them  ia  the  long  run,  and  I 
can  confidently  asfett  that  the  use  of  cross  lines  and  night 
lines  are  totally  abolished  in  Killamey  now. 

I  think  that  the  flies  mentioned  by  "Mark  Bench" 
will  ha'dlyte  found  the  most  killing  here.  Imay  mention 
that  some  very  decent  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on 
the  lakes  lately.  Mr.  J.  Conrac,  of  Plympton,  Devon, 
took  Be\ea  dozen  and  four  in  two  days.  Messrs.  Hall  and 
Lambkin,  of  Cork,  were  out  several  days,  and  got  from 
one  and  a  half  dozen  to  four  dozen  each  day.    Mr;  R. 
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Roberts,  Killarney,  took  four  doz9n  on  Sunday  last,  and 
tbree  dozen  and  five  on  Saturday. 

Any  information  that  I  can  give  regarding  fishing  in  the 
district,  &o.,  your  readers  are  most  welcome  to. — -Yours 
truly,  William  Graham  (Hon.  Sec.  K.P.D.A.). 

Graham's  Hotel,  The  Glebe,  Killarney. 

FISHING  NEAR  MALVERN. 
Dear  Sir, — I  would  be  grateful  if  you  or  any  reader  of 
the  Fisliin.g  Gazette  would  kindly  inform  me  whether 
salmon  or  trout  fishing  can  be  obtained  within  a  reasonable 
distance  of  Malvern,  and  if  so,  to  whom  application  should 
be  made. — Yours  faithfully,  Ai-ridi. 


THE  HUNGEHPORD  FISHERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  readers  will  be  pleased  to  hear  of  the 
sitisfactory  state  of  the  fishery  at  Hungerford.  During 
the  past  autumn  the  ehallows  were  well  ploughed  and 
cleaned,  the  banks  have  been  put  in  good  order,  accumula- 
tions of  mud  removed,  and  the  appearance  of  this  fine 
river  at  the  present  time  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired. 

Four  hundred  two-year-old  trout  were  turned  into  the 
lower  Dunn  water  in  February,  and  last  week  400  yearling 
trout  were  placed  on  the  shallows  in  the  same  part  of  the 
river.    All  these  fish  were  of  good  size  and  very  lively. 

War  has  been  waged  against  the  pike  during  the  winter 
months,  and  a  number  of  these  destructive  fish  have  been 
killed.  The  rivers  Kennet  and  Dunn  are  well  stocked 
with  fish,  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming  season,  which 
opens  on  May  1  for  trout,  are  unusually  good. 

Excellent  accommodation  can  be  had  at  the  various 
hotels,  which  are  within  five  minutes'  walk  of  the  river. 

Fishermen  wishing  to  spend  a  pleasant  holiday  cannot 
do  better  than  betake  themselves  to  the  ancient  town  of 
Hungerford,  where  they  may  pursue  their  favourite  sport 
over  four  miles  of  water,  and  enjoy  the  charming  scenery 
of  the  famous  Kennet  Valley. — Yours  truly, 

  R.  H.  B. 


DO  SEVERN  SALMON  TAKE  THE  FLY? 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  surprised  to  see  that  J.  Evans  says  in 
your  correspondence  columns  that  Severn  salmon  take  the 
fly,  especially  after  your  remarks  the  week  before,  which  I 
think  accurately  describe  it.  I  may  say  that  I  have  fished 
the  Severn,  from  Newtown  to  its  source,  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  and,  as  you  say,  it  is  simply  waste  of  time 
to  fish  for  salmon  there,  as  during  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years  on  the  above  stretch  of  the  Severn  there  has  not 
been  ten  fish  (salmon)  killed  annually,  and  some  years  not 
more  than  three  or  four ;  and  when  caught  (chiefly  in  the 
autumn)  they  are  not  worth  keeping.  Also  the.//;/ which 
is  generally  used  is  foul  hooking,  netting,  and  dynamite. 
The  minnow  is  the  best  bait  when  there  are  fish.  J.  E.'s 
remarks  are  misleading,  as  anyone  going  to  his  part  of  the 
Severn  for  salmon  would  be  disappointed. — Yours,  &c.. 

Iron  Blue. 

TROUT  FISHING,  &c.,  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "Surgeon's"  letter  in  your 
issue  of  April  15,  the  writer  can  thoroughly  recommend 
good  trout  fishing  in  river  Dove.  He  has  always  put  up 
at  Dovedale  Hotel,  Thorpe,  Derbyshire,  the  proprietress, 
Mrs.  Grindey,  having  about  five  miles  of  good  fishing. 
The  accommodation  is  good ;  terms  strictly  moderate ; 
scenery  all  that  can  be  desired. — Yours  truly, 

_____  Fly  Rod. 

LINES  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

In  your  issue  of  Sept.  10  last  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine 
referred  to  a  new  pure  silk  line,  very  fine  and  impervious 
to  sea  water.  I  should  feel  obliged  if  Mr.  Jardine  would 
say  whether  the  line  is  yet  on  the  market. 

In  common  with  most  sea  anglers,  I  have  felt  the  want 
of  a  fine,  yet  strong  line  for  bottom  fishing  in  a  fast  tide- 
way, and  although  interested  in  the  correspondence  that 
has  appeared  on  the  subject  of  wire  lines,  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  a  practical  wire  line  has  been  found.  To  be  of  any  real 
use  it  should  be  nearly  as  flexible  as  flax.  If  its  freedom 
from  kink  and  consequent  fracture  is  to  depetd  upon  a 
somewhat  elaborate  system  of  pulleys  or  blocks,  it  may 
do  for  Sunday  fishing  at  Deal,  but  it  won't  do  for  every 
day,  and  day  after  day  fishing. — Yours  faithfully, 

John  Dory. 

FISHING  IN  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  daresay  that  there  are  many  bracing 
places  where  good  fishing  cin  be  had  in  May  ;  but  if 
"  Surgeon"  has  not  yet  visited  Dovedale,  nr.  Ashbourne, 
snrely  he  cannot  do  better  than  spend  his  holiday  at  the 
I'^aak  Walton  Hotel,  and  fish  the  Dove  and  the  Maunifold 
from  there. 

Lovely  scjnery,  grand  air,  and  the  historic  and  perfect 
trout  stream,  would  give  him  everything  he  could  desire  ; 
the  hospitality  and  comfort  that  Mr.  Prince,  of  the  Izaak 
Walton,  can,  and  does  provide,  is  an  additional  attraction. 

Would  that  I  could  pay  another  visit  to  that  charming 
spot  which  I  have  just  left. — Yours  truly,       D.  K.  K. 

MR.  J.  BAKER'S  PATENT  DAPPING  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  Ihe  wish  which  you 
were  good  enough  to  express  in  the  Fishing  Oazetle, 
of  the  22nd  inst.,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you  a 
description  of  my  method  of  using  my  patent  flies  in 
dapping  for  trout  from  the  bank  in  clear  water. 

1  use  a  rather  stiff  lljft.  greenheart  rod,  mounted  with 
snake  rings,  and  having  a  revolving  top  ring.  A  longer 
rod  would  be  cumbersome  amongst  trees  and  bushes,  and 
if  shorter  it  would  prevent  one  from  keeping  back  far 
enough  to  be  out  of  sight  of  the  fish,  which,  I  need 
hardly  say,  is  absolutely  necessary.  The  reel  should  bo  a 
free-running  one,  with  only  a  slight  check,  sufficient  to 
keep  the  line  from  unwinding  of  itself,  and  to  give  warn- 
ing should  you  get  caught  on  any  obstruction  in  stooping 


about  in  the  cover.  The  line  should  be  a  slender, 
smoothly-dressed  one.  I  use  a  fine,  but  strong,  gut  trace,  a 
little  over  2ft.  in  length,  inclusive  of  the  strand  to  which 
the  fly  is  attached.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  trace, 
immediately  below  the  loop,  I  place  a  small  bullet,  just 
heavy  enough  to  draw  out  line  when  eased  off  the  reel 
with  the  hand.  If  the  day  be  at  all  windy  a  No.  r>  shot 
may  be  put  on  about  the  middle  of  the  trace,  to  steady  it. 
But  a  windy  day  is  not  good  for  sport,  as  the  least  waving 
of  the  line  will  often  scare  away  an  approaching  fish,  while 
a  ripple  on  the  water  will  prevent  your  seeing  one  take  tjhe 
fly,  in  which  ciso  you  will,  most  probably,  fail  to  hook 
him. 

In  moving  about  from  place  to  place  the  line  is  reeled  in, 
so  as  to  bring  the  bullet  up  against  the  top  ring,  which 
keeps  it  from  dangling  ab  ut  and  ravelling  the  trace. 
Then,  with  only  the  trace  depending  from  the  top  of  the 
rod,  you  are  able  to  poke  it  through  small  openings  in  or 
between  bushes,  &c.,  and  if  more  line  be  required  to  let 
the  fly  reach  the  water,  the  weight  of  the  bullet  will,  as  I 
have  already  pointed  out,  draw  it  down  for  you. 

It  is  only  in  the  warm  summer  months  that  dapping  in 
this  fashion  can  be  practised  with  success,  and  it  has  the 
advantage  of  being  available  when  fly-fishing  in  the 
ordinary  way  is  out  of  the  question— at  least  in  northern 
streams.  As  most  anglers  well  know,  the  larger 
trout  on  hot  days  seek  the  shade  of  overhanging  trees  and 
bushes  in  the  still  deeps,  probably  to  avoid  the  sun's  rays 
as  well  as  to  pick  up  the  stray  grubs  and  insects  which 
drop  from  the  branches  above.  A  trout  will  inhabit  the 
Bime  spot  for  a  length  of  time  if  not  disturbed,  sailing  up 
and  down  in  the  space  of  a  few  yards,  near  the  bank,  and 
sucking  in  the  flies  which  fall  on  the  water  as  he  goes 
along.  And  these  are  the  fellows  to  which  you  must 
devote  your  attention. 

It  is  not  a  good  plan  to  drop  the  fly  close  in  front  of  a 
fish  ;  it  is  apt  to  scare  him,  and  it  is  batter  to  let  him  pass 
by  and  have  the  fly  on  the  water  ready  for  him  on  his 
return  journey,  when  he  will  most  likel  ytake  it — that  is,  if 
you  have  managed  things  properly.  If  he  should  not,  and 
you  have  not  soared  him,  try  other  patterns  at  intervals 
till  you  succeed. 

If  no  fish  he  visible  in  a  likely  spot,  the  fly  raxy  be  put 
on  the  water  nevertheless,  and  very  often  a  good  one, 
whose  presence  was  unsuspected,  will  move  slowly  from 
under  the  overhanging  bank  and  take  it.  The  fly  must 
always  be  kept  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  perfectly 
still,  and  the  fish,  for  some  reason,  take  it  better  wet  than 
dry. 

It  is  advisable  to  wet  the  gut  trace  frequently,  as  it 
otherwise  becomes  dry  and  brittle  from  the  action  of  the 
sun  and  air  upon  it. 

The  excitement  and  consequent  attraction  of  dapping 
consists  chiefly  in  your  being  able  to  observe  all  that  goes 
on.  You  see  your  fish,  in  proximity  often  to  a  dangerous 
root  or  stump,  come  and  take  the  fly,  which  he  does  very 
leisurely,  swimming  pautiously  up  to  it,  and,  failing  to 
detect  the  counterfeit,  taking  it  quietly  into  his  mouth  by 
a  gulp  which  scarcely  disturbs  the  surface  of  the  water. 
A  gentle  strike  is  then  necessary,  which  requires  much 
judgment,  and  the  right  way  of  doing  it  can  only  be 
acquired  by  practice.  If  yon  operate  too  soon  the  fly  is 
snatched  away  before  he  has  closed  his  jaws  upon  it,  and 
if  you  are  a  moment  too  long  he  will  quickly  find  out  the 
deception  and  blow  it  out  of  his  mouth,  the  ultimate 
result  being  that  if  you  have  not  been  careful  to  strike 
gently  you  will  find  your  fly  hitched  into  a  branch  above 
your  head.  Sometimes,  however,  a  fish  will  dash  at  the 
fly  with  a  flop,  but  they  are  not  often  hooked,  being 
"short  risers"  and  coming  up  generally  several  inches 
away  from  the  fly. 

There  is  the  other  form  of  dapping,  or  blow-line  fishing, 
practised  on  lakes,  for  which  the  patent  flies  should  be 
well  adapted.  For  ordinary  dry-fly  fishing  they  would 
perhaps  not  answer,  as  the  drag  of  the  line  would  tend 
to  pull  them  on  to  their  side. 

I  have  a  form  of  the  patent  fly  intended  for  dry-fly 
fishing,  but  it  is  yet  in  its  experimental  stage  and  not  for 
sale. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  Bakeb. 

Grosmont,  Yorks.  ___ 

FISHING  AT  MONTREAUX,  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Sib, — As  I  am  contemplating  a  visit  to  Switzer- 
land in  the  summer  or  early  autumn,  I  shall  take  it  as  a 
favour  it  you  or  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Qazette  can 
supply  me  with  information  as  to  the  quality  of  the  fishing 
at  Montreaux,  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  with  particulars  as 
to  licences  and  probable  cost,  and  any  other  details  likely 
to  be  of  use. — Yours,  &c.,  Alpha. 

SALMON  IN  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sib, — Richard  Coxen,  fisherman  at  Twickenham- 
on-the-Thames,  told  Francis  Francis,  of  the  Field,  aiid 
Thomas  Ransom  Sachs,  that  he  and  three  others 
caught  a  salmon  of  72Jlb.  at  Twickenham  in  1820.  They 
took  it  to  Mr.  Groves  in  New  Bond-street,  London,  who 
did  not  want  it ;  then  sold  it  to  Watkins,  of  New  Bond- 
street,  for  83.  6d.  per  lb.  This  was  related  to  us  in  1860, 
when  R.  Coxen  was  eighty  years  of  age. 

At  Laleham  the  river  narrows  and  is  shallower.  This 
part  of  the  Thames,  old  Fisherman  Harris  told  me,  was 
called  "  the  salmon  run,"  as  people  used  to  watch  them 
from  the  shore  when  running  up.  The  weirs  stopped  the 
supply. — Yours  very  truly,  T.  R.  S. 

INCREASED  RAILWAY  PRIVILEGES. 
SiB,— Some  of  your  readers  will  have  noticed  from  the 
report  of  the  recent  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Anglers! 
Association,  appearing  in  your  issue  of  the  22nd  inst.,  that 
at  the  meeting  I  submitted  and  obtained  the  approval  of 
the  association  to  a  petition  I  had  prepared  soliciting  the 
L.  and  N.W.  Railway  Company  to  extend  the  issue  of 
the  privilege  ticket  to  stations  upon  their  system  from 


Willesden  Junction,  and  I  now  propose  cinvassing  those 
sccieties  in  the  western  district,  who,  it  is  anticipated, 
will  approve  of"  the  course  I  am  adopting. 

It  goes  without,,  paying  that  should  my  efforts  in  this 
direction  prove  successful,  a  much  needed  boon  will  be 
conferred  upon  the  large  number  of  fishermen  resident  in 
and  adjacent  to  this  popular  locality. 

The  company  was,  I  unders'';and,  approached  some  years 
ago  upon  this_  matter,  the  application  then  proTing 
abortive  ;  but  it  (Dccurred  to  me  that  if  a  petition  repre- 
sentative of  the  popular  opinion  which  now  obtains  in  the 
d  strict  were  forwarded  to  them  they  might,  upon  thil 
occasion,  see  fit  to  grant  the  concession  asked. 

In  order  that  the  necessary  publicity  may  be  given  to 
the  movement  I  crave  resource  to  the  correspondenc 
columns  of  your  valuable  paper  by  asking  if  you  will 
kindly  iuseit  this  letter  in  your  next  issue. 

This  notification  ia  a  paper  so  well  circulated  and 
esteemed  amongst  anglers  in  the  western  district  will,  I 
doubt  not,  be  the  means  of  introducing  the  petition  to  all 
who  are  desirous  of  supporting  it. 

I  may  add  that  I  shall  be  pleased  to  attend  with  the 
petition  the  meeting  of  any  society  upon  being  requested 
by  letter  to  the  undermentioned  address  so  to  do.  Apolo- 
gising for  this  trespass  upon  your  valuable  spice,  and 
thanking  you  in  anticii^ation,  I  am,  sir,  yours  dbediently, 

Albert  Derby. 

Prince  Albert  A.S.  

BILL  FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  CLOSE  SEASON 
FOR  TROUT  IN  SCOTLAND. 
Sib, — I  see  the  above  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  on  the 
18th  inst.  As  an  angler  I  am  desirous  it  should  become 
law,  and  I  think  some  effort  should  be  made  by  anglers  in 
England  to  assist  to  this  end.  I  appeal  to  all  associations 
and  dabs,  and  ask  them  to  urge  upon  their  representatives 
in  the  House  the  benefits  it  will  confer  upon  all  anglers, 
and,  therefore,  the  necessity  of  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
get  this  BiU  passed. — Yours  truly,  W.  A. 

NETTING  FUND. 
Deae  Sib,— Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  13s.  from  Stepney  Angling  Society  and  63. 
Persaverance  Angling  Society  with  thanks.  I  should  be 
glad  if  those  clubs  who  have  not  already  done  so  would 
kindly  forward  any  amounts  collected,  as  it  is  desirable  to 
get  all  lists  in  as  soon  as  possible. — Yours  faithfully, 

Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Treasurer). 


THE  CAPTURE  OF  YOUNG  TROUT  IN  THE 
ITCHEN. 

(To  the  Editor  of  the  Hampshire  Chronicle.) 

SiB, — At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  so  many 
thousands  of  young  trout  are  lying  in  every  nook  and 
cranny  of  the  river  banks,  it  would  be  a  generous  act  on 
the  part  of  all  people  interested  in  the  well-being  of  the 
river  (which  is,  after  all,  a  great  attraction  for  this  our 
ancient  city)  to  examine  the  bottles,  &c.,  used  by  juvenile 
fishermen  to  contain  what  they  (knowing  no  better)  con- 
sider as  minnows  and  tiddlers.  Anyone  inspecting  such 
bottles  will  now  find  scores  of  baby  trout  therein.  I  and 
sundry  other  fishermen  have  turned  back  hundreds  during 
the  last  few  days. 

But  I  should  also  ask  anyone  before  turning  the  little 
fish  back  to  show  the  small  poachers  the  difference  between 
baby  trout  and  minnows,  &c.,  and  also  explain  to  them 
that  these  tiny  trout  will  not  live  when  taken  out  of  the 
river  more  than  two  or  three  hours.  I  think  they  take 
the  trout  principally  through  ignorance,  not  knowing  what 
they  are. 

To  prosecute  children  for  taking  them  seems  absurd, 
but  a  trout  is  a  trout  whether  large  or  small,  and  we  can- 
not hope  to  keep  a  stock  in  the  river  unless  the  young  fish 
are  protected  as  well  as  those  of  larger  growth.  I  should 
personally  be  pleased  to  visit  the  Elementary  Schools, 
bringing  the  little  fish,  and  showing  the  children  the 
difference  between  the  varieties,  if  it  could  be  arranged. — 
lam,  &c.,  W.  Chalkley. 

The  Square,  Winchester. 

April  21,  1899.   

FISHING  IN  WATERWORKS  RESERVOIRS. 
Deab  Sir, — In  answer  to  G.  H.  Jones  (of  April  15),  I 
beg  to  send  the  following  replies  to  his  queries  : 

1.  Name  of  locality  or  town  ? — Liverpool, 

2.  Is  angling  permitted  in  the  waterworks  reserves?^ 

Yes  ;  in  the  reservoirs  at  Rivington. 

3.  Is  a  charge  made  for  tickets,  and,  if  so,  how  mach  ? — 

Liverpool  ratepayers  Is.  6d.  per  day,  all  other 

persons  33.  per  day.  '    ■  •■  »  .  . 

3a.  See  above  (3).  ■  ■'•  - 

3b.  Are  tickets  issued  by  the  waterworks  authority,  the 

landowner,  or  by  the  angling  association  ? — By  the 

Liverpool  Corporation  officials. 

4.  Are  the  reservoirs  stocked,  and  how  frequently,  and 

by  whom  ? — By  the  corporation,  from  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  tickets,  as  occasion  requires  and 
permits. 

5.  Have  the  local  angling  association  any  rights  or 

privileges  in  the  managemefat  of  the  fishing  ? — No  ; 

tut  the  corporation  is  open  to'  receive  and  properly 

consider  suggestions. 
I  have  much  sympathy  with  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
G.  H.  Jones,  and  think  that  angling  facilities  shouU  be 
freely  open,  under  proper  regulations,  in  all  corporation 
waters  (especially  to  the  ratepayers,  whose  money  goes  to 
maintain  the  same)  to  all  persons  willing  to  comply  with 
the  necessary  regulations,  without  distinction  of  class  or 
favour,  except  the  concession  to  ratepayers,  whom,  it  will 
be  seen,  have  already  provided  the  waters  —Faithfully 
yours,  LivEBPooL  Ratepayer. 

Several  lettere  unavoidably  held  over. 


Mat  6,  1899] 
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SIR  EDWAED  GREY'S  BOOK  ON 
FLY  FISHING.* 


Ik  the  course  of  a  talk  about  Hampshire  dry  fly 
fishing  some  time  ago,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  asked 
me  if  I  had  ever  seen  Sir  Edward  Grey  fish.  I 
said  I  had  not.  "  Well,  he  is  the  best  hand  I 
have  ever  seen  with  the  dry  fly,"  said  Sir  Herbert. 
"  When  others  do  badly  he  generally  does  well, 
and  when  others  do  well  he  generally  does 
splendidly."  Coming  from  such  a  keen  and 
clever  angler  as  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  such  praise 
as  this  is  praise  indeed,  and  I  looked  forward  to 
reading  a  book  on  fly  fishing  by  Sir  E.  Grey  with 
redoubled  interest. 

By  his  celeV)rated  "  Hands  off  the  Nile  "  speech 
when  he  was  Under-Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs 
in  the  last  Liberal  Government  (that  speech 
■which  Lord  Salisbury  found  so  useful  when  we 
canght  Marchand  poaching  on  our  waters  last 
year)  Sir  Edward  Grey  gained  the  confidence  of 
his  political  opponents,  so  that  it  is  doubly 
pleasant  to  find  this  "  Hope  of  the  Liberals " 
referring  in  this  book  to  "  some  innate  con- 

*  Flt  Fibhimg.  By  Sir  Edward  Grey.  Being  the 
first  Tolame  in  "  The  Haddon  Hall  Library."  Edited 
bv  the  Marqaess  of  Granby  and  Mr.  George  A.  B.  Dewar. 
lUostrated.   London  :  J.  M.  Dent  and  Co. 


servatism  "  lurking  in  him — splendid,  now  it  is 
all  explained. 

Books  by  anglers  follow  each  other  so  fast  that 
those  for  whose  consumption  they  are  intended 
are  become  as  fastidious  as  trout  after  a  glut  of 
May  Fly — it  is  rarely  that  anything  will  tempt 
them,  and  it  must  be  something  very  good  indeed 
if  it  does.  I  asked  an  old  angling  friend  not 
long  ago  if  he  had  read  a  certain  new  book  on 
angling.  "  No  ;  I  never  read  books  on  angling," 
was  the  reply.  And  certainly  there  can  be  little 
that  he  could  learn  after  forty  years  of  the  finest 
English  trout  and  best  Norwegian  salmon  fishing. 
But  to  those  who  care  at  all  about  a  book  on  our 
sport,  however  fastidious  they  may  be,  and  to 
those  who,  like  myself,  are  ever  ready  for  a  new 
book  on  the  subject  (though,  alas  !  we  may  often 
find  there  is  little  of  "  new  "  in  it),  to  all  such  I 
can  most  h<^artily  commend  this  book  from  every 
point  of  view.  Most  attractively  produced  by 
Messrs.  J.  M.  Dent  and  Co.,  with  dainty  photo- 
gravures of  scenery,  and  coloured  plates  of  flies 
for  trout  and  salmon  and  sea  trout,  written  in 
admirable  English,  it  is  at  once  a  most  welcome 
addition  to  our  best  literature  of  the  art,  and  a 
most  useful  and  suggestive  resume  of  the  expe- 
riences of  a  first-rate  angler — a  graduate  of 
Winchester,  and  M.A.  of  Itchen  and  Test ;  one 
who  watched  Francis  Francis  fish  the  "  Old 
Barge,"  and  took  lessons  from  G.  S.  Marryat. 

Very  pleasant  is  it  for  those  of  us  who  knew 
Francis  and  Marryat  to  read  what  Sir  Edward 
Grey  has  to  say  about  them  when,  as  a  Winchester 
schoolboy,  he  occasionally  saw  them  fishing  some 
time  in  the  seventies. 

A  Eeminiscence  of  Francis  and  Maeetat. 

One  or  two  of  the  men  who  fished  this  portion  of  the 
"  Old  Barge  "*  occasioDally  were  anglers  of  renown. 
There  was,  for  instance,  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  at 
that  time  probably  the  beet  known  of  all  authorities  on 
angling.  My  rtollection  of  his  fishing  on  the  Itchen  is 
that  he  used  a  double -handed  rod,  and  threw  a  small  fly 
with  it  more  accurately  than  it  seemed  easy  to  do  with  so 
large  an  instrument.  Sometimes,  too,  but  not  often,  we 
saw  on  "  Old  Barge  "  the  greatest  angler  I  have  ever  met. 
One  could  not  say  which  was  the  more  instructive— to 
watch  his  fishing  or  to  listen  to  his  talk.  No  one  had  more 
information  to  give,  no  one  was  more  generous  in  giviug  it ; 
his  knowledge  seemed  the  result  not  only  of  observation 
and  experience,  but  of  some  peculiar  insight  into  the  ways 
of  trout.  In  the  management  of  rod  and  tackle  he  dis- 
played not  only  skill,  but  genius.  Such  at  any  rate  is  my 
recollection  of  what  I  heard  and  saw  in  days  long  ago,  and 
I  gather  from  many  tributes,  which  have  appe«redin  print 
since  then,  that  the  genius  of  the  late  Mr.  Marryat  was 
widely  recognised  and  moat  highly  estimated,  and  most 
willingly  deferred  to  by  those  who  knew  him  best. 

Others  besides  old  Winchester  boys  will  read 
with  interest  of  the  "  various  expedients  "  which 
had  to  be  resorted  to,  to  make  a  rush  for  the  water 
meadows  fit  in  with  school  arrangements.  It  is 
to  the  Winchester  school  of  angling,  as  Mr. 
Halford  points  out  in  his  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing  "  (of 
which  I  noticed  the  new  and  revised  edition  last 
week  in  these  columns),  that  the  cult  of  the 
dry  fly  is  mainly  due,  and  it  brings  back  old  times 
to  read  of  Hammond's  flies  again.  It  is  about 
thirty  years  since  I  killed  my  first  brace  of  trout 
on  the  Itchen,  and  they  were  taken  in  the  main 
river  below  the  college  bathing  place,  and  with 
wet  fly,  on  a  bright  sunny  day,  and  were  both 
nearer  21b.  than  lib.  Then  I  got  some  flies  from 
Hammond,  and  he  took  me  to  some  other  water 
also  rented  by  him  above  the  town.  Since  then 
I  have  for  several  years  rented  and  fished,  among 
other  meadows,  one  still  called  Hammond's 
meadow,  many  miles  below.  I  shall  always  have 
pleasant  memories  of  old  Hammond  and  his  flies 
— still  famous  among  the  older  hands  on  the 
Itchen. 

But  to  return  to  Sir  E.  Grey's  book.  It  is 
amusing  to  find  that  while  he  says  he  is  too  con- 
servative to  use  oil  to  float  his  fly,  yet  he  is  liberal 
in  his  praises  of  "  any  preparation  or  any  dress- 
ing "  which  makes  his  line  float.  He  says,  "  the 
sinking  of  the  reel  line  is  a  great  drawback  in  dry- 
fly  fishing."  So  it  is;  but  the  sinking  of  the  fly 
is  an  infinitely  greater  one.  His  advice  to  use  a 
broad  shoulder  strap  to  carry  the  creel  comes 
naturally  from  one  acquainted  with  the  pleasant 
burden  of  a  heavy  creel.  I  would  venture  to  add 
to  it  by  suggesting  that  the  best  shoulder  to 
suspend  the  creel  from — especially  when  the  fish 
in  it  are  increasing  and  the  day  is  hot — is  the  left 

*  The  '  Old  Barge"  refers  to  part  of  the  no  longer 
used  canal,  which  runs  by  the  side  of  the  Itchen,  and  in 
parts  affords  as  good  fishing  aa  the  river  itaelf. — R.  B.  M. 


one,  as  it  leaves  your  right  arm  and  shoulder  free 
for  casting.  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  seen  this 
hint  in  print,  but  I  have  times  out  of  number 
proved  its  utility. 

As  regards  the  rod  for  dry-fly  fishing,  Sir  E. 
Grey  is  all  in  favour  of  split  cane,  though  he 
agrees  that  nothing  throws  a  better  line  or  is 
more  pleasant  to  use  than  greenheart,  V>ut  its 
drawVjack  is  that  of  "Vxiing  more  brittle."  He 
uses  a  split  cane  top  joint  on  a  greenheart 
salmon  rod ;  and,  as  I  have  before  said,  I 
am  not  sure  that  the  ideal  dry-fly  rod  might  not 
be  made  in  the  same  way.  That  Sir  E.  Grey  has 
had  so  many  smashes  with  greenheart  rods, 
especially  tops,  is  due,  I  venture  to  think,  to  the 
fact  that  he  holds  his  line  when  striking,  and 
does  not  "  strike  from  the  reel."  If  you  are 
casting  a  longiwh  line,  and  it  catches,  it  is  most 
likely  you  will  break  rod  or  gut  if  you  are  holding 
the  line  as  well  as  the  rod,  but  if  your  line  is  free 
to  run  when  you  get  caught  up  the  stroke  merely 
pulls  a  yard  or  two  off  your  reel,  and  it  is  the 
same  in  striking  a  fish.  I  know  that  I  have  often 
broken  "  something  "  in  casting  or  striking,  but  I 
know  it  has  been  my  own  fault  through  grasping 
the  line  as  well  as  the  rod. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  Sir  Edward  thinks  the 
reel  lines  usually  sold  for  dry-fly  fishing  are  made 
rather  too  heavy — I  have  long  said  so  in  these 
columns — too  heavy  a  reel  line  kills  your  casting 
and  tires  your  wrist,  and  necessitates  the  use  of  a 
much  stitfer  and  heavier  rod  than  is  necessary, 
except  in  a  strong  adverse  wind. 

On  the  question  of  reel  lines  our  author  gives  a 
suggestion  which  I  shall  certainly  try,  and  that  is 
to  use  a  Manchester  Cotton  Spinning  Company's 
waterproof  cotton  line  for  dry-fly  work.  "  When 
new  it  goes  into  the  eye  of  the  wind  beautifully," 
and  this  is  my  experience  of  these  lines  in  salmon 
fishing,  but  it  is  only  when  new  or  not  much 
used.  Silk  lines,  of  course,  last  longer,  but  if 
cotton  answer  better  for  di-y-fly  work  while  they 
last  good,  they  will  deserve  more  attention  than 
most  of  us  have  given  them  for  this  work,  and  Sir 
E.  Grey's  experience  is  most  convincing. 

I  have  not  for  many  years  used  a  damping  box 
for  damping  gut  casts,  relying  on  testing  the  cast 
well  when  quite  dry,  and  am  glad  to  see  that  Sir 
Edward  also  takes  this  view.  He  says :  "  I 
prefer  not  to  carry  spare  casts  and  gut  damp,  but 
to  soak  each  piece  as  it  is  wanted.  This  takes  a 
little  time,  but  not  really  very  much,  and  I  think 
that  the  less  gut  has  been  exposed  to  alternate 
moistening  and  drying  before  being  used  the 
better  it  is."  This  is,  of  course,  contrai-y  to  the 
teaching  of  most  of  the  books,  but  it  is  the  result 
of  experience,  and,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  knot,  I  never  even  wet  my  gut  before 
using  it.  If  it  is  good  sound  gut  the  only 
advantage  I  can  see  in  keeping  it  in  damp  felt, 
&c.,  is  that  it  takes  the  curls  out ;  but  you  can  do 
this  just  as  effectively  by  drawing  it  through  your 
hand  grasped  tightly,  and  this,  at  the  same  time, 
tests  the  knots  and  the  gut ;  thoroughly  sodden 
gut  is  far  more  likely  to  slip  at  a  knot  than  when 
merely  wet  in  casting,  as  it  gets  dried  in  the  air 
between  each  cast. 

Sea  trout  anglers  will  read  with  great  interest 
our  author's  remarks  on  that  grand  branch  of  the 
sport,  and  should  note  that  he  has  found  no 
better  fly  for  the  work  than  the  Soldier  Palmer ; 
but  let  the  hackle  be  a  brilliant  glossy  cock's 
hackle,  and  not  the  dull  brick -red  thing  which  is 
so  often  palmed  off  for  it.  Use  Cotton's  test  of 
holding  it  up  in  the  sunlight,  when  each  fibre 
should  glisten  as  if  on  fire. 

The  chapter  on  salmon  fishing  is,  perhaps,  the 
least  enthusiastic  in  the  book;  not  that  Sir 
Edward  is  not  a  keen  salmon  fisher  enough, 
but  there  are  certain  reservations  and  exceptions 
which  seem  to  indicate  a  lesser  love  than  jour  out 
and  out  salmon  enthusiast  must  have.  For 
instance,  comparatively  little  account  of  autumn 
as  compared  with  spring  salmon  fishing  is  made 
by  him ;  he  is  disappointed  with  the  play  of 
salmon  after  being  hooked,  at  least  it  is  not.  he 
says,  what  he  imagined  it  would  be.  "  Some  day 
perhaps  I  may  meet  with  ore  of  ticte  ith  to 
land  which  one  has  to  spend  hours  and  travel 
miles  in  the  struggle  after  it  is  hooked."  I  have 
never  yet  had  a  fish  in  play  on  a  salmon  rod  for 
more  than  half  an  hour,  or  landed  one  more  than 
200jds.  from  the  place  where  it  was  hooked. 
Then  he  notes  that  the  element  of  luck  comep 
into  play^  more  in  salmon  fishing  than  in  other 
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styles  of  angling  discussed  by  him.    But  the  fact 
that  Sir  Edward  admits  he  has  "  never  been  very 
successful  "  in  salmon  fishing  may  account  for  the 
undercurrent  of  reserve  as  regards  the  esteem 
in  which  he  holds  this  branch  of  sport,  which  is 
hinted  at  rather  than  asserted,  in  spite  of  bis 
conventional  tributes  to  "  the  greatest  of  all  the 
sports  that  can  be  had  in  fresh  water    .    .    .  ." 
I  think  it  is  a  fair  deduction  from  his  own  pages 
to  say  that,  while  our  author  admires  and  likes 
salmon  fishing,  he  loves  trout  fishing,  especially 
dry-fly  fishing.    I  say  especially  dry-fly  fishing 
because  in  his  chapter  on  wet  fly  fishing — good  as 
it  is — there  is  not  quite  that   devoted  whole- 
hearted ring  about  it  which  one  finds  in  almost 
every  line  of  the  first  half  of  the  book,  and  it  is 
just   this    first  half  of  the   book   which,  for 
this  reason,  is  of  most  value  and  interest.  And 
it  is  no  small  tribute  to  the  attractions  of  our 
south-country  streams  that  a  north-countryman, 
whose  inborn  fishing  instincts  were  first  awakened 
on  a  Northumbrian  burn,  who  has  fished  for  trout 
and  salmon  and  sea  trout  in  Scotland  and  Norway  ; 
it  is  no  small  tribute,  I  think,  to  the  fascinating 
power  of  the  dry-fly  country  to  find  that  in  them 
chiefly  lies  the  raison  d'etre  of  this  delightful  book. 

It  is  the  fashion  with  some  of  our  north-country 
friends,  who  do  not  know  any  better,  to  picture 
the  dry  fly  enthusiast  as  a  kneeling  and  praying 
devotee,  who  often  fishes  on  his  belly  ;  it  is  true 
that  occasionally,  like  the  deer  stalker,  he  has  to 
adopt  these  undignified  attitudes.  But  let  this 
little  anecdote  mentioned  by  Sir  E.  Grey  be 
remembered,  since  it  is  told  of  one  of  the  best  and 

keenest  north-country  anglers  who  ever  lived  

Stewart,  author  of  "The  Practical  Angler." 
Stewart  said  :  "He  is  not  worthy  of  the  name  of 
angler  who  cannot  when  worm  fishing  any  day  in 
July,  when  the  water  is  clear,  kill  from  151b.  to 
201b.  weight  of  trout  in  any  country  in  the  South 
of  Scotland."  "  But,"  says  Sir  Edward,  "  we  are 
warned  to  take  into  account  his  ideas  and  habits 
as  to  what  a  "  day  "  meant— a  jealous  gamekeeper 
whom  he  had  always  beaten  described  it  as 
"twenty-four  hours  of  creeping  and  crawling." 
Before  he  died  Stewart  was  obliged  to  lessen  his 
estimate. 

There  is  one  point  mentioned  in  the  chapters 
on  dry.fly  fishing  which  the  editors  call  attention 
to  in  a  foot-note,  and  that  is  where  the  author 
expresses  his  conviction  that  trout  at  times  when 
they  rush  into  a  weed  bed  after  being  hooked 
hang  on  to  the  weeds  with  their  teeth.  The  editors 
say,  "  It  would  surely  be  hard  to  over-estimate 
the  importance  to  the  angler,  and  the  interest  to 
the  naturalist,  of  this  theory  of  Sir  Edward 
Grey's."  Curiously  enough, in  an  article  on  "Pike 
Fishing,"  in  the  April  number  of  Harmsworth's 
Magazine,  published  before  this  work  appeared  I 
had  mentioned  that  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  and  I  had 
on  several  occasions  noticed  what  we  thought 
were  almost  convincing  proofs  that  pike  when 
fighting  for  life  will  at  times  take  hold  of  a  bunch 
of  weeds  with  their  teeth,  but  I  confess  I  had 
never  observed  or  suspected  that  trout  ever  do  so. 
It  IS  theory,  of  course,  in  both  cases,  as  the 
evidence  of  weeds  found  in  their  mouths  is  not 
even  circumstantial  evidence  that  the  fish  de- 
liberately caught  hold  of  them  to  prevent  being 
pulled  out.  Grayling  could  not  if  they  would  act 
m  this  way  by  reason  of  their  small  mouths,  and 
yet  in  many  years'  experience  on  the  Itchen  and 
Test  and  other  rivers  I  can  safely  say  that  I  have 
lost  more  grayling  than  trout  from  weeding. 

Dry-fly  anglers  should  make  a  note  of  a  dry  fly 
highly  praised  by  Sir  E.  Grey  as  great  medicine, 
and  one  which  "  it  is  always  worth  while  to  float 
over  an  obstinate  trout,"  one  which  "on  many 
days  at  all  seasons  has  taken  one  or  two  brace  of 
trout,  which  I  am  convinced  I  should  not  have 
succeeded  in  rising  with  the  winged  flies."  Even 
on  days  when  his  great  favourite,  a  Red  Quill,  has 
failed  him,  he  has  had  good  sport  with  this  fly 
which  for  want  of  other  name  I  shall  call 


sorts.  In  May  these  would  be  medium  coloured 
Olive  Quill  Gnat,  neither  very  light  nor  very  dark, 
and  the  Iron  Blue.  In  June  or  end  of  May  a 
Red  Quill  becomes  the  more  successful  fly,  and  the 
fourth  is  the  Black  Hackle  already  mentioned." 
This  is  a  scanty  bill  of  fare  as  compared  with  the 
ordinary  dry.fly  angler's  list,  and  I  should  not 
like  to  be  restricted  to  it,  though  I  think  we  all  err 
on  the  side  of  too  great  a  diversity  of  flies.  But 
what  about  fishing  in  the  fishing  hut  and  after 
dinner  ?  If  we  are  reduced  to  a  rule  of  three  or 
four  our  fishing  confabs  will  lose  three-parts  of 
their  attraction.  But  Sir  E.  Grey's  book  will 
cause  a  run  on  Red  Quill  Gnats  this  season,  for 
he  puts  it  before  his  reader  as  often  and  as  con- 
fidently as  he  evidently  does  before  the  trout.  On 
the  lower  Itchen  I  have  not  found  the  Red  Quill 
so  deadly  as  other  patterns  of  late  years,  and  in 
looking  over  my  book  generally  pick  out  a  largish 
Dark  Olive,  tied  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  with  stained 
gut  body  in  preference,  unless  the  Iron  Blue  is 
on,  and  then  Iron  Blue  they  will  have. 

"Anglers  differ  as  to  how  late  the  evening 
fishing  should  be  prolonged.  Night  fishing  with 
a  large  wet  fly  should  not  be  allowed  on  good  dry- 
fly  water." 

Most  anglers  will  agree  with  this  remark,  and 
also  that  it  is  fair  to  fish  as  long  as  you  can  fish 
a  floating  fly  over  rising  fish,  even  if  you  cannot 
quite  see  your  fly.  "  It  needs  both  skill  and  judg- 
ment to  put  an  artificial  fly  properly  over  a  fish 
in  these  conditions,  but  during  this  last  half  hour 
a  skilful  angler  may  expect  to  get  a  brace  of  good 
trout  with  a  floating  Sedge.  This  is  perfectly  fair 
fishing."  It  is  fair  fishing,  though,  as  Sir  Edward 
points  out,  it  is  not  on  a  par  with  killing  fish  by 
daylight  with  small  fly. 

One  excellent  suggestion  of  our  author  I  must 
not  forget,  and  it  ought  to  be  printed  and  stuck 
up  in  all  angler's  fishing  quarters,  i.e., 

"HAVE    DINNER,    IF    POSSIBLE,   BETWEEN  FIVE 
AND  SIX." 


that  "  size  for  size  they  fight  so  strongly  as  the 
trout  in  rocky  or  swifter  water." 

Never  have  the  attractions  of  south-country 
trout  fishing,  the  charm  of  southern  streamland 
scenery  and  life  been  more  truly  described  than  " 
the  early  pages  of  this  work ;  in  this  notice  o£- 
I  have  only  been  able  to  glance  here  and  there 
a  few  of  its  pleasant  pages,  and  I  can  only  an 
that  I  am  quite  certain  all  who  may  read 
through  my  recommendation  will  thank  me  £ 
advising  them  to  do  so.  R.  B.  Marston 


BATON    AND    DELLBR'S  NEW 
CATALOGUE. 


Although  the  name  of  Eaton  and  Deller  hi 
been  known  in  the  fishing  tackle  business  £»_ 
over  two  centuries  it  must  not  be  supposed  th; 
they  are  at  all  old  fashioned,  as  is  occasionally  tl 
case  with  old  firms.    The  present  proprietors  a: 
go  ahead,  with  telephone  number  and  telegraphic 
address,  and  their  new  catalogue  is  printed  nicely 
on  the  latest  "  art "  paper,  which  brings  up  the 
cuts  well  and  pleases  the  eye. 

For  very  many  years  this  firm  has  been  cele- 
brated for  its  split  cane  rods;  the  only  thing 


Sir  E.  Grey's  Black  Hackle. 
He  merely  says  it  is  "  a  plain  Black  Hackle  tied 
with  soft  hackles,  and  on  the  same  sized  hooks  as 
the  Duns."  I  wish  Sir  Edward  would  tell  us  who 
dresses  it  for  him,  and  if  hackled  at  the  shoulder 
or  all  down  the  body,  and  material  of  body.  He 
IS  not  a  believer  in  a  large  variety  of  flies,  and  on 
this  point  says :  "  I  should  be  content  (exclusive 
of  the  May  Fly  and  Sedge  Fly,  which  are  for 
special  waters  or  exceptional  occasions)  with  four 


I  think  this  is  a  splendid  idea ;  it  seems  to  have 
been  rambling  in  my  brain  ever  since  I  first 
fished,  and  never  came  to  the  surface,  such  is  the 
result  of  habit.  One's  usual  habit  is  to  have 
dinner  ordered  for  7.30  or  eight,  and  to  come  in 
done  up  half  an  hour  late,  and  then  blame  it  for 
spoiling  the  best  chance  in  the  whole  summer's 
day.  Certainly,  dinner  at  5.30  or  six,  fish  till 
dark,  then  a  light  supper,  and  the  smoke,  et  cetera, 
afterwards  will  be  all  the  more  enjoyable  and 
sleep  profounder. 

I  should  much  like  to  quote  some  of  Sir  E. 
Grey's  accounts  of  his  victories  and  defeats— 
especially  the  latter,  for  nothing  is  so  consoling 
as  to  find  that  others  also  occasionally  have  those 
spells  of  ill-luck,  losing  fish  after  fish  in  the  most 
extraordinary  manner.  There  is  solid  foundation 
for  Rochefocauld's  maxim  that  human  nature 
finds  a  secret  pleasure  in  the  misfortunes  of  its 
friends,  especially  if  they  generally  get  bigger 
baskets  of  trout  than  you  do.  Also  I  should  like 
to  tell  my  readers  how  Sir  Edward,  deadly  as  his 
fly  is,  feels  his  rod  tremble  as  his  fly  nears  the  spot 
where  the  big  trout  is  rising,  and  how,  when  he 
has  hooked  him,  his  next  feeling  is  one  of  down- 
right fear  as  to  where  the  first  rush  of  the  fish 
will  end.  One  may  appear  composed  enough  to 
an  onlooker,  but  I  for  one  should  be  very  sorry  if 
I  found  my  sangfroid  was  not  all  boiling  on  such 
occasions. 

On  that  gi-eat  point  in  dry-fly  ethics,  which  I 
mentioned  last  week  as  to  when  the  dry-fly  man 
should  fish,  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  Sir  Edward 
Grey  advocates  fishing  for  a  fish  which  you  think 
will  rise,  even  if  you  have  not  seen  it  do  so.  One 
of  the  daily  papers,  in  noticing  his  book,  said 
that  he  was  known,  after  an  exciting  debate  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  slip  off  to  Hampshire 
by  an  early  train  and  be  at  his  political  post 
again  the  next  evening.  This  is  borne  out  by  the 
useful  note  on  page  49,  which  tells  ua  that  a  train 
"leaves  "Waterloo  for  the  Itchen  and  Test  either 
at  or  just  before  six  o'clock  in  the  morning" 
experieniia  docet. 

And  north-country  sceptics  may  note  if  they 
please  that  "  the  extraordinary  fatness  to  which 
Test  and  Itchen  trout  attain,  and  the  brilliancy  of 
their  colour  and  condition  in  May,  June,  and  July, 
surpass  anything  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to 
see  amongst  river  trout,  and  anything  I  could 
have  believed  if  I  had  fished  onlv  on  north-country 
nvtrs."    It  is  only  fair  to  add  he  does  not  think 


against  them  was  their  price  ;  now  they  supply  at 
£3,  10s.  what  we  are  assured  is  practically  the 
same  rod  as  was  sold  for  twice  the  price  some 
years  back.    "We  have  examined  one  of  these  rods, 
which  has  lockfast  fittings  to  the  joints,  two  tops^l 
in  landing  handle,  and  all  the  latest  et  ceterasMl 
and  it  seems  to  us  to  be  extraordinarily  good  value  ' 
for  70s. ;  for  an  extra  5s.  you  can  have  the  same 
rod  with  steel  centre — if  you  care  to  carry  a^i 
lightning    conductor    around  with    you  whenfll 
fishing.  ^1 

As  regards  action,  Messrs.  E.  and  D.  make 
their  split  canes  stiff  as  a  rule,  as  most  of  their 
customers  want  them  stiff',  but  they  also  supply 
other  actions  of  course. 

Their  folding  telescopic  landing  net  and  handle 
with  the  fall  over  knuckle  joint  is  very  much  the 
kind  of  thing  described  by  Sir  E.  Grey  in  his 
charming  book  on  fly  fishing  as  what  he  thinks 
the  most  useful  kind  of  landing  net,  as  the 
joint  is  near  the  net  ring.  It  is  made  with  a 
hook  to  hook  on  to  shoulder  strap  of  creel,  and 

also  to  carry  in  a  sling  and  ring^   

Their  special  dry-fly  box  is  fitted  with  felt 
and  a  parchment  surface  with  strips  of  parch- 
ment sewn  on  as  illustrated.  The  method  of 
fixing  the  fly  is  to  pass  the  point  of  the  hook 


May  6,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


303 


just  beyond  the  barb  under  the  strip  of  parch- 
ment in  between  the  divisions.  The  fly  can 
easily  be  removed,  yet  the  bacning  of  felt 
underneath  is  suJEciently  elastic  to  prevent  the 
fly  |dropping  out.  This  method  does  not  blunt 
the  point  of  the  hook  like  cork,  and  obviates  the 
difficulty  which  occurs  in  removing  a  fly  from 
felt.  The  box  is  fitted  with  a  small  compartment 
to  hold  tweezers. 

Great  attention  is  given  by  Messrs.  E.  and  D. 
to  their  double-tapered  lines  for  dry-fly  fishing, 
dressed  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Halford  in  his 
"  Dry-fly  Fishing."  More  beautiful  lines  we  have 
never  seen,  and  in  practice  we  find  that  they  wear 
very  well  indeed,  especially  if  occasionally 
"  fatted."  Major  Fisher,  author  of  "  Rod  and 
River,"  speaks  most  highly  of  these  lines. 

In  their  ebonite  winches  Messrs.  E.  and  D. 
have  introduced  what  they  call  an  "  adjustable 
drag." 

"  We  now  make  these  winches  with  adjustable  drag  to 
stiffen  or  lighten  the  check  at  will,  to  enable  the  angler  to 
alter  the  action  or  strength  of  check,  to  match  the  gut 
cast  and  style  of  rod  he  may  be  using  without  being 
obUged,  as  hitherto,  to  unfasten  the  front  plate  and  alter 
the  spring  of  check,  which  is  most  inconvenient  and  risky, 
and  generally  results  in  the  screws  becoming  worn,  and 
the  winch  working  loose  somewhere  in  time." 

One  sometimes  hears  complaints  of  ebonite  not 
standing  wear,  but  anglers  forget  that  there  are 
several  different  qualities  of  ebonite,  and  that  the 
cheap  sorts  will  not  stand  like  the  good  ones. 
We  have  an  ebonite  reel  bought  some  years 
before  Mr.  Kewell  left  the  fishing  tackle  business 
he  had  near  the  Angel,  Islington,  and  that  must  be 
a  good  many  years  ago,  and  it  is  as  good  as  ever. 

Among  greenheart  fly  rods  at  all  prices,  Messrs. 
E.  and  D.  make  a  feature  of  one  at  two  guineas 
with  lockfast  fittings  for  dry  fly  work.  They  also 
give  special  attention  to  their  salmon  fly  depart- 
ment, and  we  notice  that  their  list  contains  the 
names  with  sizes  and  prices  (very  moderate)  of 
nearly  two  hundred  different  patterns. 

"  Gut  Tippets  "  oe  "  Points." 

What  the  dry  fly  angler  longs  for  is  a  bit  of 
finest  long  undrawn  gut  for  putting  on  the  end  of 
his  cast.  According  to  their  list,  for  we  have  not 
yet  seen  them,  Messrs  Eaton  and  Deller  will 
supply  a  dozen  of  such  points  at  from  Is.  6d.  to 
28.  the  dozen. 

All  branches  of  angling  are  represented  in  this 
catalogue,  which  is  certain  to  be  appreciated  by 
Messrs.  E.  and  D.'s  numerous  customers.  Another 
year  we  hope  to  see  a  good  index  added. 


RE-STOCKING  POSSIBILITIES. 


In  addition  to  the  inroads  made  on  the  margin 
of  brood  fish  in  our  trouting  streams  by  the  early 
salmon  angler  and  the  poacher,  there  is  the 
legitimate  tribute  to  sport,  per  se,  to  be  made 
good,  and  the  illegitimate  tribute  paid  to  pollution 
to  be  accounted  for  and  redeemed.  The  sports- 
man's tribute  is  a  very  heavy  one,  and  it  is 
yearly  becoming  more  and  more  so.  The  demand 
for  trout  angling  quarters  is  steadily  on  the 
increase.  At  one  time  only  salmon  and  sea-trout 
were  sought  after  by  anglers  from  a  distance,  and 
the  brown  trout  were  undisturbed,  save  on  an  off 
occasion,  or  by  the  occasional  tourist  angler  on 
the  search  more  for  health  and  change  than 
pleasure  and  sport. 

But  "  old  times  are  changed,  old  manners  gone," 
and  regularly  in  the  months  of  March,  April,  and 
May  the  trout-anglers  come  north  by  the  round 
score,  and  a  regular  business  has  sprung  up 
among  hotel-keepers  and  proprietors  of  trouting 
waters  in  catering  to  the  wants  of  this  distinct 
class  of  migratory  sportsmen.  The  earlier  parts 
of  the  Don,  Deveron,  Tthan,  Ilgie,  Findhom, 
Beauly,  and  such  like  northern  streams,  are 
examples  to  hand  to  which  they  flock.  At  this 
season  of  the  year  the  trout  rise  freely  to  the  fly 
— chiefly  the  March  Brown,  although  the  Hare- 
Lug,  Professor,  Grey  Quill,  Lord  Saltoun,  and 
similar  lures  of  the  larger  ordinary  trout-sizes 
take  equally  well  at  times — and  afford  the  very 
best  01  sport,  although,  perhaps,  their  colour  and 
condition  might  not  please  the  most  fastidious. 

These  qualities,  however,  are  mending  daily  as 
the  season  advances,  and  it  is  quite  wonderful  how 
80on  a  yellow  trout  of,  say,  a  pound  or  two,  can 
put  on  fat,  when  there  is  a  prolific  rise  of  March 
Browns  on  the  water.    But  th,9  baskets  then 


made  are  heavy,  and  this  is  the  main  consideration 
of  the  early  trout  angler.  March  is  rather  too 
early  for  general  angling,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  sport 
then  obt  lined  is  very  indifferent  compared  with 
what  it  is  in  April  and  May,  especially  if  the 
weather  be  at  all  genial.  Of  course,  we  refer  to 
the  very  early  districts — the  lower  reaches 
of  such  rivers  as  the  Don,  Deveron,  and  Findhom 
— and  not  to  the  higher  parts,  or  hill  streams, 
where  the  fish  are  neither  so  large,  nor  so  early, 
although  still  more  prolific. 

At  one  time  mine  host  would  have  blushed  to 
have  made  a  charge  for  trout  angling  on  the 
waters  attached  to  his  hotel.  He  would  have 
deemed  himself  lucky  had  he  been  so  fortunate  as 
to  have  secured  the  patronage  of  a  couple  of 
gentlemen  to  stay  a  night  or  two  at  his  house,  for 
the  sake  of  their  chance  custom.  Even  salmon 
angling  a  galore  could  have  been  obtained  on 
such  terms,  not  so  very  long  ago  either;  and 
there  are  some  few  spots  yet  where  the  custom 
still  prevails,  although  they  are  few  and  far 
between ;  and,  while  a  few  years  back  we  could 
have  named  such  quarters  by  the  dozen,  on  the 
Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  North  and  South  Esks,  as 
easy  as  a  child  running  over  the  alphabet,  we 
would  be  timorous  now  about  singling  out  any 
one  particular  place  worth  going  to  where  the 
daily  or  the  monthly  ticket  is  not  in  vogue. 

The  brown  trout,  that  once  paid  tribute  to  the 
local  anglers  only,  has  now  to  suffer  the  inroads  of 
the  sporting  stranger  as  well;  and,  while  the 
stock  might  have  been  quite  equal  at  all  times  to 
the  demands  of  the  resident  sportsman,  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  expect  that  it  could  withstand  the 
combined  attacks  of  both  of  them  without  some 
extraneous  assistance.  Trout  are  neither  migra- 
tory fish  nor  fast  growers.  We  do  not  refer  to 
pai-ticular  and  well  favoured  districts,  where  they 
are  hardly  ever  out  of  condition,  and  that  not  for 
long,  from  the  abundance  of  bottom  feeding,  we 
speak  of  the  average  trout.  It  is  a  common 
enough  experience  that  the  first  rod  over  the 
water  has  ceteris  paribus,  the  best  chance,  and 
that  when  an  extra  heavy  fish  is  got  in  a  particular 
"  lie,"  it  is  usually  a  season  or  two  before  another 
of  the  same  proportions  may  be  found  in  the 
same  spot. 

When  the  heavier  trout  are  thus  killed  off  by 
over-fishing,  i.e.,  more  rods  than  the  fishei-y  can 
reasonably  cari-y,  it  takes  some  time,  probably  a 
season  or  two,  before  the  same  places  can  be  filled 
up  by  the  rising  generation.  This  is  the  tribute 
the  stock  pays  to  sport.  Unlike  salmon  and  sea 
trout  "  lies,"  which  are  replenished  with  every 
tide  and  semi-flood  with  fresh  fish,  the  trout 
"  lies,"  once  depleted,  remain  so  till  the  younger 
race  have  grown  to  like  proportions,  and  so  filled 
their  progenitors'  shoes.  Till  this  takes  place 
the  fishery  will  be  barren  of  heavy  fish  in  propor- 
tion as  they  have  been  whipped  out. 

There  is  not  a  hotel  or  other  fishery  where 
early  trout  angling  is  in  demand,  but  has  large 
possibilities  in  the  way  of  re-stocking.  There  are 
miles  and  miles  of  water  in  almost  every  river 
and  stream  not  fully  stocked.  There  are  pools 
and  pools  which  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  poacher ; 
and  thei'e  are  rivers  upon  rivers  which  have  been 
simply  over-fished  in  the  eager  scramble  for  sport, 
and  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  which  have 
sprung  up  on  every  hand  for  "  Easter  Quarters," 
"  Summer  Quarters,"  "  Autumn  Quarters,"  north 
of  the  border.  The  City  magnate  takes  a  month 
in  the  spring-time,  the  professional  man  at  Easter, 
the  literary  and  the  leisured  class  whenever  it 
suits  them  to  seek  for  change  and  rest.  All  go  in 
for  sport  at  the  waterside.  They  either  do  not 
care  for  salmon  angling  and  its  infinite  uncer- 
tainties and  heavier  expenses,  or  cannot  get  it  if 
they  do  care  for  it ;  and  so  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  them  are  quite  content  with  a  respectable 
basket  of  brown  trout.  If  finnock  be  within 
reach,  then  so  much  the  better ;  but  the  finnock  sea- 
son is  usually  over,  and  the  staple  product  of  tJie  river 
or  stream  is  brown  or  yellow  trout.  These 
anglers  are  not  usually  of  the  pot-hunting  order. 
They  are  not  consumed  with  the  burning  desire 
to  make  "  record  baskets,"  but  are  content  with 
one  good  day's  sport  in  two,  and  with  a  few  fish 
of  average  weights,  frequently,  rather  than  one 
day's  abundance  followed  by  weeks  of  famine. 

It  is  in  the  highest  and  best  interest  of  those  who 
cater  to  this  class  to  see  that  the  stock  in  the 
fishery  is  well  maintained.  It  is  to  their  interest 
to  attract  the  angler  by  maintaining  the  good 


name  of  their  fishery,  and,  if  possible,  increasing 
it.  The  field  which  re-stocking  possibilities 
presents  in  this  respect  is  unbounded.  If  he  be  a 
benefactor  of  his  kind,  who  can  make  two  Vjlades 
of  grass  grow  where  only  one  existed  before,  he  is 
as  much,  if  not  a  greater  benefactor,  who  can  get 
two  trout  of  respectable  size  to  the  expectant 
angler  where  only  one  was  got  before,  for  a 
trout  is  of  much  more  intrinsic  value  than  a  blade 
of  grass,  even  from  an  economical  point  of  view. 

This  can  be  done  in  fully  ninety  per  cent,  of 
our  rivers  and  streams.  There  are  few  public  or 
semi-public  fisheries  but  what  might  be  vastly 
improved,  and  made  to  carry  three  rods  with 
ease  where  there  is  a  great  difficulty  just  now  of 
even  satisfying  one.  Proprietors  not  only  of  our 
inland  fisheries,  but  all  over  where  there  is  a  bit 
of  angling  water,  can  vastly  improve  their 
fisheries  if  they  care  to  try.  Hotel-keepers  can 
greatly  increase  their  custom,  and  clear  a  little 
over  and  above  their  angling  rents,  if  they  will 
only  open  their  eyes  to  the  possibilities  that  lie 
before  them,  and  anglers  themselves  even  might, 
in  gratitude  for  the  sport  they  receive,  "  put  their 
hand  to,"  and  assist  in  the  re-stocking  possibility. 

Where  pollution  has  reigned  supreme,  where  it 
has  existed  at  all,  restocking  will  be  absolutely 
necessary.  Of  course  ii  the  cause  of  the  evil  be 
not  entirely  removed,  and  the  pollution  not  a  thing 
of  the  past,  restocking  would  be  a  dead  throwing 
away  of  time  and  money,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
foolishness  of  such  a  proceeding.  But  where 
measures  have  been  taken  for  the  suppression  of 
the  polluting  fiend,  then  restocking  should  be  set 
about  in  a  handsome  and  generous  manner. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  waiting  a  whole  genera- 
tion to  see  the  pools  again  alive  with  myriads  of 
rising  fish  when  a  show  of  March  Browns 
make  their  appearance  in  an  early  April  or  May 
afternoon.  It  should  be  undertaken  at  once,  and 
it  will  be  the  best  sign  of  the  general  purity  of  a 
stream  for  most  purposes  when  there  is  a  healthy 
head  of  fish  teeming  in  its  pools  and  rushes. 

We  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  the  question  of 
whether  fry,  or  yearlings,  or  two-year-olds,  or 
simply  eyed-ova  is  the  best  system  of  restocking. 
Controversy  is  not  our  aim  in  this  instance, 
neither  is  it  our  forte.  For  all  practical  purposes 
eyed-ova  is  found  to  be  the  most  economical 
method  of  re-stocking  northern  streams,  and 
as  economy  plays  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  class  of 
rivers  we  have  been  alluding  to,  that  system  may 
be  heartily  recommended  here. 

The  cost  of  yearlings  is  very  considerable,  and 
the  carriages  heavy,  to  say  nothing  of  the  risk  in- 
volved in  the  change  of  temperature  and  food  to 
so  frail  fario.  Eyed-ova,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be 
had  (S.  levenensis)  at  7s.  6d.  per  1000 !  Ten 
thousand  would  only  be  a  matter  of  £3  os. — a 
mere  nothing,  even  were  it  only  for  experimental 
purposes.  They  may  be  laid  down  in  any 
sheltered  burn  or  stream,  on  a  shingly  or  sandy 
bed,  if  possible  covered  over  with  a  few  branches 
or  a  bit  of  wire  netting  for  protection  from  wild 
fowl,  and  with  a  steady  flow  of  water  they  will  in 
due  time  hatch  out.  If  more  elaborate  arrange- 
ments are  at  command,  by  all  means  let  them 
be  employed.  G-  M. 


THE  LATE  DUKE   OF  BEAUFORT. 

It  is  with  sport  that  the  late  Duke  of  Beaufort's 
name  is  most  intimately  associated.  He  spent 
many  tens  of  thousands  of  pounds,  it  is  said,  in 
maintaining  the  Badminton  Hunt.  Although 
long  a  martyr  to  gout,  his  Grace  was  scarcely 
ever  known  to  allow  this  aggravating  complaint 
to  keep  him  out  of  the  field,  where  the  daring  he 
displayed,  even  when  an  old  man,  was  often  the 
cause  of  envy  and  wonder.  He  was  all  his  life  a 
straight  rider  to  hounds,  a  perfect  whip,  a  good 
shot,  and  a  successful  angler.  The  Badminton 
Library,  the  volumes  of  which  have  long  since 
attained  to  standard  eminence,  was  issued  under 
his  editorship. 


NEW  ZEALAND  TROUT. 
A  HANDSOME  trout  has  been  on  view  at 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers',  61,  Pall  Mall,  London, 
this  week.  The  fish  was  captured  by  Mr.  W.  P. 
Turton  in  the  Rangitata  river,  in  February  of 
this  year,  and  sent  over  (in  ice)  in  excellent 
co;ndition.  The  fish  weighed  lO^lb.,  and  was 
27in.  in  length. 
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THE  GREA.TEST  FISHING  AND 
SHOOTING  CLUB  IN  THE  WORLD 


Through  the  courtesy  of  the  President,  Mr 
Wm.  A.  Macleod,  we  are  able  to  give  our  readers 
some  account  of  the  Megantic  Fish  and  Game 
Corporation,  unquestionably  the  largest  sporting 
club  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  accompany- 
ing the  Year  Book  of  the  Club  sent  to  the  Editor 
of  the  F.G.  by  Mr.  Wm.  A.  Macleod,  to  whom  our 
best  thanks  are  due  for  the  loan  of  some  of  the 
very  attractive  illustrations  of  scenery,  &c.,  on 
the  club's  preserves : 

"R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 
"  London,  Eng. 

"Deak  Sir, — Your  letter  is  before  me,  and  I 
note  with  pleasure  your  interest  in  the  Megantic 
Club  Year  Book  which  I  sent  you. 

"  Referring  to  the  size  of  our  club,  I  believe  it 
to  be  the  largest  in  this  country;  it  certainly  has 
the  largest  pi-eserve  in  this  country.  To  increase 
in  size  has  not,  however,  been  one  of  the  club's 
objects,  but  during  the  dozen  years  of  its  existence 
it  has  prospered  and  been,  on  the  whole,  successful 
For  trout  fishing  and  deer  hunting  I  do  not 
believe  it  can  be  surpassed 

"  Our  annual  banquet  is  to  be  held  at  Boston 
on  the  4th  of  next  month,  and  I  know  it  would 
give  us  all  very  much  pleasure  if  we  could  have 
the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  present  on  that 
occasion.  If  this  is  not  possible,  we  hope  we  may 
have  the  honoiir  and  pleasure  at  some  annual 
banquet  in  the  future. 

"  I  have  for  some  years  taken  your  interesting 
paper,  getting  it  through  a  bookseller  here,  and 
always  look  forward  to  its  receipt  with  much 
pleasure.  It  occurred  to  me  that  you  might  be 
interested  in  knowing  something  of  an  angling 
club  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  it  was  that 
that  prompted  me  to  write  you  and  send  you  a 
copy  of  our  book.  I  am  very  much  pleased  with 
the  prospect  of  having  a  notice  of  the  club,  in 
which  many  of  us  are  very  much  interested, 
appear  in  such  a  widely  read  and  highly  esteemed 
paper  as  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

"  With  best  wishes  for  your  continued  pros- 
perity.— I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

"  Wm.  a.  Macleod,  President. 
"  Boston,  U.S.A." 

Origin  and  Objects  of  thk  Club. 

Some  ten  years  ago  an  eiithasiastic  sportemao,  with  a  few 
of  his  friends,  who  believed  that  an  ideal  hunting  ground 
had  been  discovered,  and  that  with  proper  care  its  attrac- 
tiveness could  be  preserved  for  many  future  years,  decided 
to  form  a  club  with  the  purpose  of  acquiring  control  of 
this  territory,  giving  fellow-sportsmen  an  opportunity  of 
enjoying  its  exceptional  privileges,  and  by  proper  restric- 
tions preserving  the  forests  and  natural  beauties,  and 
protecting  and  propagating  the  lish  and  game. 

As  a  result,  the  Megantic  Fish  and  Game  Corporation 
was  organised,  and  on  Feb.  15,  1887,  it  was  incorporated 
under  the  Maine  laws,  and  March  26,  1887,  a  charter  was 
obtained  by  it  from  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Since  that  time  the  history  of  the  club  has  been  one  of 
progress,  acquisition,  and  success,  and  the  foLdest  hopes 
of  the  founders  have  been  more  than  realised. 

At  the  present  time  the  club  has  a  membership  of  800 
— the  stated  limit — and  owns  and  leases  a  territory 
comprising  250  square  miles,  containing  three  lakes, 
twenty  ponds,  six  rivers,  eight  streams,  and  eight  bogs. 

It  has  a  large  and  commodious  clubhouse,  twenty -three 
public  and  fourteen  private  camps,  a  fish  hatchery,  a 
steam  launch,  and  a  large  supply  of  boats  and  canoes,  and 
by  ownership  and  lease  controls  a  vast  preserve,  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  world,  an  unbroken  wilderness  3000ft.  above 
the  sea  level,  situated  in  the  north-western  corner  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  and  extending  over  the  border  into 
Canada. 

The  sportsman  not  only  finds  an  abundance,  but  also  a 
variety  of  fish  and  game  to  reward  bis  skill,  and  with  the 
numerous  stretches  of  forest,  ponds,  and  streams  at  his 
diaposal,  the  sport  never  becomes  monotonous. 

It  has  ever  been,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be,  the 
desire  of  the  officers  of  the  club  to  make  the  preserve  a 
veritable  paradire  for  sportsmen,  and  we  hope  that  the 
unparalleled  snccpsg  which  has  attended  their  efforts  in 
the  pabt  will  be  with  them  in  the  future. 

Altogether  the  club's  preserve  extends  over 
about  250  square  miles  of  country  partly  in  the 
United  States  and  partly  in  Canada,  and  its 
affairs  are  conducted  evidently  on  the  most  busi- 
ness-like, and,  at  the  same  time,  sportsmanlike 
manner  by  a  board  of  nineteen  directors  with  a 
president,  two  vice-presidents,  a  treasurer,  a  clerk 
of  corporation,  and  an  assistant  clerk  of  corpora- 
tion. The  bye-laws  and  regulations  of  the  club 
have  evidently  been  draughted  with  the  greatest 
possible  care  to  ensure  the  absolute  freedom  and 


Map  of  the  Megantic  Club  Peeserve, 


At  Biu   Island  1'ond,  Megantic  Club  Preserve. 
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comfort,  as  far  as  possiblp,  of  the 
members,  and  at  the  same  time  afford 
security  against  outside  or  inside  inter- 
ference with  good  order  or  with  the 
rights  axyjuired  by  the  club.  These 
rules  with,  of  course,  some  modificationB, 
would  be  found  an  admirable  basis  on 
which  to  draw  up  regulations  for  any 
similar  community  of  sportsmen  in  any 
part  of  the  world. 

The  Cluhhousb. 

The  southeiTi  shore  of  Macannamac 
Lake  is  still  in  its  primeval  condition. 
On  this  shore,  in  the  midst  of  a  tract  of 
wilderness  several  miles  in  extent,  owned 
by  the  club,  stands  Macannamac  Lodge, 
more  familiarly  called  "  The  Clubhouse." 
The  main  building  is  a  substantial, 
roomy  structure,  standing  on  a  point 
well  aVjove  the  level  of  the  water,  and 
commanding  from  its  broad  pia/.za  one 
of  the  most  charming  views  of  mountains 
and  water.  Near  by  is  a  commodious 
boat-house,  well  supplied  with  the  >>est 
boats  and  canoes,  a  building  containing 
sleeping  accommodations  for  guides,  a 
refrigerator  house  sufficiently  large  for 
an  ample  supply  of  ice,  also  a  kitchen 
and  laundry  connecting  with  the  main 
building.  At  the  left  is  a  shooting 
gallery,  and  at  no  great  distance 
"  Sebattis,"  one  of  the  numerous  private 
camps  to  be  found  on  the  presei-ve. 

The  interior  of  the  house  betokens 
comfort  and  good  cheer :  An  attractive 
lounging  room,  provided  with  books, 
piano,  and  a  large  fireplace  artistically 
designed ;  a  central  hallway  with  another 
great  fireplace,  and  a  large,  pleasant 
dining  room  well  supplied  with  every 
requisite. 

Above  are  two  chamber  floors,  with 
bath  rooms  and  lavatories,  and  an  attic 
with  lockers  for  members.  The  sanitary 
arrangements,  water  supply,  and  other 
essentials  are  most  carefully  guarded. 

Good  trails  lead  from  the  clubhouse, 
affording  pleasant  walks,  and  along 
these  in  the  season  a  good  chance  for 
partridge  may  be  had.  Bass  are  to  be 
had  at  the  clubhouse  landing,  and 
Spider  river,  within  easy  rowing  or 
paddUng  distance,  is  the  home  of  the 
trout,  and  also  an  ideal  place  for  jack- 
ing in  the  hunting  season.  Deer  are 
everywhere  at  all  seasons. 

Big  Island. 

In  many  respects  Big  Island  is  un- 
equalled. Its  high  altitude  (between 
3000  and  4000ft.),  the  character  of  its 
soil,  water,  and  atmosphere,  give  it  a 
value  as  a  sanatorium  which  has  only 
recently  been  recognised  and  appreciated. 
The  club  owns  a  fine  group  of  camps 
situated  on  a  sloping  bank  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  pond,  where  only  a 
few  minutes'  walk  is  required  to  reach 
L  Pond,  and  thus  to  the  angler  a 
choice  is  always  offered  between  the  big 
trout  and  land-locked  salmon  in  the  two 
and  a  half  miles  of  water  of  Big  Island 
Pond  and  the  fib.  and  pound  fish  which 
are  often  taken  two  or  three  at  a  cast 
from  the  myriads  which  fairly  crowd  the 
waters  of  the  smaller  pond.  For  trout 
fishing  pure  and  simple,  L  Pond  and 
North-west  are  absolutely  unequalled. 
At  Big  Island  seven  members  have 
private  camps  which  vie  in  luxury  and 
beauty  with  anything  of  the  kind.  A 
fine  hatchery  is  also  located  here,  for  the 
club  does  not  intend  to  take  any  chance 
of  depleting  these  ponds,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  supply  of  fish  and  fish 
food  has  been  steadily  increasing,  so 
that  to-day  more  and  larger  trout  are  to 
be  caught  than  ever  before. 

The  dining  camp  is  in  charge  of  a 
thoroughly  competent  steward  and 
stewardess,  and  the  presence  of  a  cow 
here,  as  at  the  clubhouse  and  Chain  of 
Ponds  Camps,  ensures  a  supply  of  good 
milk. 

The  club  employs  about  twenty  ex- 
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perienced  guides,  and  the  following  particulars  of 
the  expenses  of  memhers  at  the  preserve  are 
interesting.  The  cost  of  a  return  ticket  from 
Boston  to  the  preserve  is  about  £2  16s.,  and  from 
New  York  about  £3  16.  The  distance  from 
Boston  is  330  miles  to  Megantic. 

Expenses  at  the  Preserve. 

The  rate  for  board  on  the  preserve  for  members  and 
their  families  will  be,  this  Beason,  Gj.  par  diy  each.  By 
"  fimily  "  is  meant  females  who  are  members  of  his  house- 
hold, and  his  sons  under  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Members  owning  cimpg  may  board  themselves  by  paying 
the  club  2s.  per  day  for  each  perBon,  with  the  understand- 
ivg  that  as  far  as  possible  supplies  ahall  be  bought  from 
the  club. 

The  fare  on  the  club  steamer  is  Is.  for  each  person,  and 
the  members  ordering  the  steamer  shall  pay  for  the  sime 
whether  used  or  not. 

Transportation  from  Megantic  Lake  to  Spider  Lake  will 
be  furnished  by  Mr.  George  Flint,  who  has  the  sole 
contract  with  the  club  for  this  service.  Price,  per  trunk. 
Is.  _  _ 

The  price  for  guides'  services  is  8s.  per  day  and  their 
board,  which  is  4s.  per  day. 

The  Megantic  club  offers  such  attractions  to  its 
members  in  the  way  of  fishing,  hunting,  and 
shooting  that  it  is  not  surprising  to  hear  that  its 
roll  of  members  is  full  at  the  present  time,  and 
that  to  obtain  entrance  to  it  is  not  an  easy  matter. 
Candidates  have  first  to  be  carefully  examined  as 
to  their  qualifications  and  social  standing  by  the 
committee,  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  direc- 
tors present  at  which  elections  take  place  is 
necessary. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  corporation  is  25,000 
dollars  (over  £5000),  divided  into  500  shares  of 
fifty  dollars  (par  value)  each.  Each  member  is 
entitled  to  one  share,  and  one  share  only.  Each 
member  is  liable  to  an  annual  assessment  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars  (£4)  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  the  club,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  the  annual  expenses  in  preservation, 
buildings,  boats,  &c.,  range  about  £1500  or  £2000. 

Members  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  a 
guest,  and  can  take  their  wives  or  other  ladies  of 
their  family,  and  children  under  sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  visiting  the  preserve ;  this  is  an  excellent 
rule,  and  it  is  evident  from  the  illustrations  on  the 
year  book  that  many  of  the  lady  visitors  both 
shoot  and  fish. 

Life  at  the  Clubhouse. 

Ladies  and  children,  with  the  requisite  heavy 
baggage,  may  easily  reach  the  clubhouse,  where 
every  accommodation  is  afforded  them,  and  where, 
should  they  not  wish  to  undertake  a  tramp  or 
rough  it  in  camp,  they  may  remain  in  the  best  of 
care  while  the  head  of  the  family  makes  an 
excursion  to  some  distant  pond  or  bog  in  quest  of 
fish  or  game.  Life  at  the  clubhouse  may  be 
varied  by  visits  to  points  around  the  lake,  either 
in  stanch  rowboats  manned  by  careful  guides,  or 
in  the  club  steamer,  which  may  always  be 
chartered  for  this  purpose  when  not  on  a  regular 
trip.  A  circuit  f>f  the  lake  in  the  trim  and  speedy 
little  steamer  on  a  pleasant  day,  or  by  moonlight, 
is  most  enjriyable.  An  exploration  of  the  upper 
Spider  to  the  trout  pools  above  the  head  of 
navigation,  where  miles  of  good  stream  fishing  are 
to  be  had,  a  fishing,  duck-hunting,  or  deer- 
bunting  trip  in  season  down  the  lower  Spider  to 
Rush  Pond  affords  a  rare  treat  to  the  lover  of 
rod,  gun,  or  camera.  A  stay  at  the  clubhouse, 
with  the  pleasant  excitement  incident  upon  the 
amval  or  departure  of  parties  with  their  guides, 
has  whetted  your  appetite  for  a  taste  of  real  camp 
life,  and  you  resolve  to  make  a  tour  of  the  pre- 
serve. Tou  choose  to  go  first  to  the  Chain  of 
Ponds,  and  at  the  appointed  time  you  turn  your 
back  on  the  clubhouse,  take  the  trail  to  the 
"  Chain,"  and  are  soon  lost  to  sight  in  the  forest. 
Unless  you  are  a  veteran  at  following  a  trail,  when 
you  reach  the  landing  at  Horseshoe  Stream  you 
will  have  a  supreme  contempt  for  the  fellow  who 
insists  that  it  is  "  only  ten  miles."  The  three- 
mile  row  will  rest  and  refresh  you,  and  your  good 
nature  will  have  returned  by  the  time  the 
"  Chain  "  camps  are  reached. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  rules  regulating 
fishing  on  the  club  s  lakes  and  streams : 

FlSUlNG. 

Sect.  1,  No  member  shall  kill  any  trout,  land-locked 
salmon,  or  bass,  or  other  game  fish,  unless  he  has  good 
reasons  to  believe  that  it  will  be  used  for  food. 

Sect.  2.  No  member  of  this  club  shall  kill  more  than 
fifty  trout  or  fifteen  black  bass  upon  the  club  preserves  in 
any  one  day. 


Sect.  3.  No  member  of  this  club  shall  send  or  carry 
away  from  the  club  premises  more  than  151b.  of  trout, 
land-locked  salmon,  or  black  bass  upon  any  one  visit. 

Sect.  4.  Trout  of  less  than  Gin.  in  length,  and  land- 
locked salmon  less  than  12in.  in  length,  and  black  bass 
less  than  lib.  in  weight,  caught  in  waters  owned  or  leased 
by  this  club,  shill  be  carefully  returned  to  the  water  as 
soon  as  caught.  If  such  fish  die,  it  shall  be  scored  against 
the  member  taking  the  same,  and  he  may  reclaim  it. 

Sect.  5.  When  members  are  camped  together  at  any  of 
the  lakes  or  streams,  they  shall  not  kill  more  trout  than 
needed  to  supply  the  camp,  and  they  shall  see  that  no  fish 
is  wasted  or  thrown  away  ;  at  such  times,  also,  when  fish 
are  plentiful,  members  are  expected  to  return  to  the  water, 
as  soon  ae  caught,  all  fish  under  Jib.  until  they  have 
sufficient  for  their  immediate  use,  when  they  ahall  stop 
fishing  altogether. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  place 
before  British  sportsmen  these  particulars  of  this 
grand  American  sporting  club,  whicb  offers  an 
excellent  example  of  what  might  be  done  on  the 
same  bold  lines  but  on  a  smaller  scale,  say,  in 
Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales,  or  other  parts  of  our 
country. 

Long  may  the  Megantic  Club  flourish  ! 


CUMMINS'  PATENT  DRY  FLY  OILER. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins  has  sent  us  a  neat  little 
brass  oil  carrier  for  the  use  of  dry-fly  anglers. 

Mr.  C.  claims  that  his  little  brass  affair  is  an 
advance  on  the  glass  bottle  now  so  familiar  in  the 
dry-fly  equipment.    Certainly  it  is  stronger,  but 
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if  made  of  stout  glass  there  is  very  little  risk  of 
breakage.  One  great  advantage  of  glass  is  that 
you  can  see  in  an  instant  if  you  have  enough  oil 
in  your  bottle.  In  Mr.  C.'s  you  must  as  it  were 
take  soundings  by  introducing  something  dry, 
and  noting  how  deep  it  goes  into  the  oil.  The 
illustrations  show  clearly  the  shape  and  nature  of 
Mr.  Cummins'  bottle.  He  claims  for  it  that  it 
will  not  leak,  and  probably  it  will  not  if  you 
remember  to  screw  it  up  well,  and  that  you  can 
carry  it  in  your  waistcoat  pocket,  as  it  is  no  larger 
than  a  pencil ;  but  we  should  be  sorry  to  advise 
an  angler  to  do  so,  because,  although  only  a  trifling 
matter,  still  the  oil  is  squeezed  out  when  tbe  lid  is 
screwed  down. 

If,  after  actual  use  for  some  time,  we  find  that 
this  nice-looking  little  brass  oil  holder  is  a  decided 
improvement  on  the  glass  bottle  we  stall  say  so, 
but  shall  not  discard  our  old  and  tried  glass 
friend  until  the  brass  new  one  has  proved  to  be 
superior. 


NEARLY  LANDED. 


Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  very  nearly  "  landed," 
and  am  still  feeling  the  effects  of  the  struggle 
for  life  and  health  which  lasted  in  the  acute  stage 
nearly  three  weeks,  while  the  sub-acute  stages  are 
still  dragging  along  seven  weeks  after  it !  The 
bait  which  was  nearly  fatal  cannot  be  called  a  fly, 
was  artfully  wrapped  up,  and  might  have  deceived 


an  older  fish.  It  was  of  simple  contrivance,  but  of 
a  deadly  nature,  for  it  was  so  arranged  that  while 
no  self-respecting  fish  would  look  long  at  or  wish 
to  put  his  nose  close  to  it,  it  might  still  bring 
death  to  any  fish  incautious  enough  to  linger  near 
it.  In  short,  it  gave  off  a  poisonous  gas,  odour- 
less, tasteless,  and  colourless,  and  as  it  was  sure 
to  linger  in  my  favourite  haunts,  small  wonde^ 
that  it  nearly  achieved  its  purpose. 

It  was  all  the  more  a  low  and  unsportsmanlike 
bait  inasmuch  as  it  was  most  dangerous  after 
sundown,  when,  the  ordinary  risks  of  the  day 
which  sporting  fish  have  to  run  being  over,  the 
cool  evening  draws  on,  the  shadows  fall,  and 
sensible  fish  select  their  favourite  corner  in  which 
to  rest  and  meditate  before  the  advent  of  their 
dinner,  or,  as  some  call  it,  the  evening  rise.  Day 
after  day  and  evening  after  evening  my  favourite 
haunts  seemed  safer  and  safer  during  last  winter. 
No  nasty  men  appeared  to  put  in  bait  of  this  kind, 
and  although  I  knew  that  bait  had  been  put  in  some 
two  years  before,  I  believed  that  it  was  ordinary 
ground  bait,  of  a  wholesome  kind,  which  had  been 
arranged.  Of  course  I  had  fled  while  it  was 
being  put  in,  and  had  only,  on  my  return,  noticed 
signs  of  men  having  been  disturbing  the  soil. 
Alas !  for  my  shortsightedness.  Winter  was 
passing,  and  on  occasional  mild  days  a  stray 
gleam  of  sun  would  tempt  a  Dark  Olive  out — a 
promise  of  a  glorious  time  to  come.  But  some- 
how or  other  I  began  to  take  less  interest  in  such 
things,  and  to  feel  that  my  condition  was  not  up 
to  what  it  should  be.  My  colouring  began  to 
make  a  poor  show,  and  once  or  twice  I  should  not 
have  been  surprised  had  I  found  strange  spots 
appearing ;  but  they  came  not,  and  I  put  my 
symptoms  down  to  my  needing  a  little  whole- 
some excitement.  On  two  evenings,  therefore,  I 
left  my  usual  haunts,  and  repaired  to  a  charming 
place  free  from  weeds  and  stones,  where,  on  the 
smoothest  part  of  the  bottom  of  the  river,  my 
friends  occasionally  amused  themselves  by  swim- 
ming round  each  other  in  perfect  time  and 
rhythm,  and  in  cheerful  greetings  and  remini- 
scences. How  such  a  custom  arose  I  know  not, 
but  I  have  heard  that  men,  too,  have  a  somewhat 
similar  custom,  called,  I  believe,  "  dancing."  I 
say  somewhat  similar,  for  their  peculiarly 
"  l^ggy  "  movements — though  they  give  them  and 
their  opposite  sex  much  pleasure  in  a  heated  and 
dusty  and  noisy  room — cannot  be  compared  to 
our  cool  and  graceful  evolutions.  Enough,  how- 
ever, of  such  an  idle  contrast,  and  let  me  hasten 
on  to  describe  what  befel  me.  After  the  first 
evening  at  the  charming  place,  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  I  felt  very  queer  and  out  of  sorts, 
and  my  gills  became  decidedly  painful  and 
somewhat  swollen.  To  counteract  this  I  took  a 
great  deal  of  exercise  during  the  day,  and  though 
I  felt  none  the  better  for  it,  returned  that  evening 
to  the  assemblage  of  my  friends.  The  experiment 
showed  me  that  my  diagnosis  of  my  case  was 
incorrect,  for  still  more  unfavourable  symptoms 
manifested  themselves,  and  I  was  forced  to  leave 
my  usual  abode  and  seek  the  neighbourhood  of 
another  river,  the  Thames,  where  many  clever 
healers  of  my  genus  are  to  be  found.  The  cause 
of  my  illness  was  speedily  pronounced  to  be  what 
I  had  now  begun  to  suspect,  and  an  examination 
of  my  home  showed  how  unscrupulously  I  had 
been  poisoned.  As  a  free  and  enfightened  fish  I 
protest  through  your  columns,  Mr.  Editor,  against 
the  immunity  enjoyed  by  the  unscrupulous 
scoundrels  who  use  this  abominable  ground  bait, 
and  as  my  protest  will,  of  course,  produce  no 
good  effect  on  them,  I  cling  to  the  hope  that  youi* 
readers  will  take  warning  by  my  sad  story,  and 
keep  their  eyes  open  day  and  night  lest  they  fall 
victims  in  their  turn. 

Dear  Sir, — The  foregoing  extraordinary  story 
came  to  my  hands  in  a  somewhat  peculiar  way. 
It  was  related  to  me  by  a  very  intimate  friend, 
whose  looks  proclaimed  him  to  be  recovering 
from  some  serious  illness.  Can  it  be  that  he  had 
assumed  the  role  of  a  talking  fish,  and  that  he 
was  telling  me  of  the  way  in  which  he  had  been 
nearly  killed  by  blood  poisoning  arising  from 
scandaloiasly  bad  and  scamped  drainage  work  at 
his  own  house  ?  Later  on  he  did  say  something 
to  warrant  such  a  supposition,  and  hinted  at  a 
frightened  architect  and  builder  and  a  dishonest 
clerk  of  the  works,  and  an  offer  to  pay  anything 
reasonable.  I  can't  feel  quite  certain  as  to  how 
this  may  be,  but  have  strong  suspicions. — Tours 
faithfully,  .  BucKBEAN. 
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THE  COST  OF  SPORT.* 


In  his  preface  to  this  volume  on  "  The  Cost  of 
Sport,"  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  refers  to  the  extra- 
ordinary difficulty  which  has  been  experienced  in 
obtaining  trustworthy  information,  and  tells  us 
that  his  aim  has  been  to  select  a  few  typical 
sports,  and,  with  the  aid  of  expert  writers,  to 
present  some  kind  of  estimate  of  the  average 
outlays  involved  in  each.  The  subjects  are 
treated  under  the  following  five  headings  : 

1.  Shooting  and  Fishing. 

2.  Hunting  and  Racing. 

3.  Boating  and  Yachting. 

4.  Games. 

5.  Various. 

One  of  the  best  chapters  in  the  work  is  that  by 
Mr.  Gr.  Teasdale  Buckell,  editor  of  Land  and 
Water,  on  "  Shooting  in  the  British  Islands." 
In  shooting,  as  in  fishing,  if  you  want  it  cheap, 
you  must  be  prepared  to  go  a  long  way  for  it,  and 
be  satisfied  with  a  moderate  bag.  For  instance, 
Mr.  Buckell  tells  us  that  the  trifling  license 
required  to  shoot  on  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  lands 
enables  the  holder  to  shoot  at  will  over  the  greater 
part  of  Dartmoor.  Needless  to  say,  that  is  not  a 
land  swai-ming  with  game,  and  the  day's  bag, 
consisting  on  extraordinarily  lucky  days  of  a 
snipe  or  two,  and  perhaps  a  duck  or  moor  part- 
ridge, can  without  difficulty  be  carried  by  the 
sportsman  himself.  But  we  are  not  at  all  sure 
that  wild  shooting  of  this  kind  is  not  far  more 
enjoyable  than  shooting  to  order  over  inter- 
minable roots.  The  next  class  of  cheap  shooting 
is  that  to  be  had  by  staying  at  hotels,  but  for  this 
to  be  worth  much  you  ought  to  be  on  veiy 
friendly  terms  with  the  landlord,  for.  as  Mr. 
Buckell  points  out,  shooting  goes  by  favour  in 
these  cases.  We  had  no  idea  that  for  £20  you 
can  get  a  license  from  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  to  shoot  over  about  ."iOjOOO 
acres  of  the  New  Forest.  Mr.  Buckell  also 
includes  fishing,  but  we  fear  that  is  of  much  less 
account  even  than  the  shooting,  which  includes 
woodcock,  snipe,  and  rabbits,  and  "  he  who  knows 
his  country  should  not  have  great  difficulty  in 
killing  game  to  a  market  value  equal  to  the  cost 
of  his  license." 

Mr.  Buckell  has,  of  course,  much  to  say  on  the 
more  expensive  classes  of  shooting,  and  gives 
some  suggestions  on  the  very  important  and 
delicate  question  of  "  tips."  Although  volumes 
might  be  written  on  the  immorality  of  tipping, 
he  would  be  a  very  foolish  man  who  expected  to 
enjoy  sport  of  any  kind  in  this  country  who 
forgot  to  "  remember  the  keeper,"  or  others  who 
have  an  unwritten  claim  on  him  for  a  tip.  As  to 
who  should  be  tipped  and  what  should  be  the 
amount  we  do  not  think,  if  there  is  any  doubt  in 
the  matter,  that  better  advice  than  that  of  Mr. 
Buckell  can  be  given  to  a  stranger  in  any  sport- 
ing district,  viz.,  to  ascertain  what  the  general 
practice  is. 

Chapters  on  shooting  in  Scandinavia,  India, 
South  Africa,  British  Columbia,  &c.,  follow,  and 
then  one  on  revolver  shooting,  by  the  crack 
revolver  shot,  Mr.  Walter  Winans.  From  this 
we  learn  that  the  cost  of  a  good  revolver  varies 
from  £4  lOs.  to  £7  lOs.,  and  a  weapon  costing 
£8o  is  nothing  but  one  of  £■>  or  so,  "  encrusted 
with  ivory  and  silver,"  which  do  not  count  in  the 
shooting  quality.  The  chief  cost,  of  course,  is  the 
ammunition.  "A  morning's  work,  practising, 
say,  an  hour  and  a  half  quick  firing  (six  shots  in 
twelve  seconds)  at  moving  targets,  will  soon  get 
rid  of  from  200  to  250  cartridges,  and  those  who 
shoot  much  in  matches  may  get  through 
from  12,000  to  15,000  cartridges  in  a  year.  The 
cartridges  cost  aVjout  r>3.  per  100."  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  Mr.  Winans'  experience  with 
different  powders  is  that  whereas  nitro,  or  smoke- 
less powders,  wear  out  a  revolver  in  a  year,  with 
black  powder  a  barrel  should  shoot  well  for 
several  years. 

Coming  to  the  chapters  on  fishing,  it  can 
hardly  be  said  that  they  are  very  exhaustive,  or 
likely  to  be  of  much  use,  or  that  anglers  can  be 
advised  to  give  fis.  for  this  work  if  they  require  it 
only  for  information  about  fishing  licenses  and 
the  cost  of  fishing,  as  they  can  get  nearly  all  that 
is  given  here,  and  a  very  great  deal  more,  for 
a  snilling  or  two,  in  "  The  Angler's  Diary  and 
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Gazetteer,"  edited  by  Mr.  Irwin  E.  B.  Cox,  M.P., 
in  Ml'.  Watson  Lyall's  admirable  "  Guide  to 
Fishing  and  Shooting  in  Scotland,"  and  in  similar 
works.  Out  of  twenty-four  pages  devoted  to 
fishing  in  the  British  Islands,  seven  are  devoted 
to  Thames  fishing,  and  seven  to  Irish  lough 
fishing,  both  well  done  by  "  John  Bickerdyke." 
Salmon  fishing  has  a  page,  and  trout  fishing  three 
pages.  Norwegian  fishing  is  dealt  with  at  rather 
more  length,  and  there  are  a  few  pages  on  Indian 
fishing,  tarpon  fishing,  and  a  chapter  on  sea  fishing 
by  the  editor.  If  the  fishing  information  had  been 
dealt  with  in  its  relative  importance,  surely  we 
should  have  had  Thames  fishing  treated  in  one 
page,  and  salmon  fishing  generally  extended  to 
at  least  seven,  instead  of  one  being  devoted  to 
salmon,  and  seven  to  the  Thames. 

Since  the  editor  asks  for  suggestions,  we  may 
say  that  future  editions  of  his,  generally  speaking, 
most  useful  and  suggestive  work  would  be 
improved  by  giving  at  the  end  of  each  subject  a 
list  of  the  published  guides,  &c.,  relating  to  the 
subject.  We  are  afraid  trout  anglers  who 
may  be  led  by  Mr.  Charles  Walker's  advice  to 
"  look  about  carefully,"  as  they  "  may  vei'y  often 
get  a  nice  piece  of  water  at  an  extremely  low 
rent,"  will  wear  a  good  many  pairs  of  boots  out 
before  they  come  across  such  an  extraordinary 
fishing  as  he  had  in  1897  within  fifty  miles  of 
London,  he  and  a  friend  killing  on  it  over  300 
trout,  from  ilb.  up  to  31b.  They  only  paid  £5  a 
year  for  the  water,  and  lOs.  a  month  for  a  man  to 
look  after  it. 

In  the  chapter,  or  rather  couple  of  pages,  on 
tarpon  fishing  we  notice  Sir  Wm.  Hoste  and 
others  assure  the  editor  that  an  ordinary  trolling 
salmon  rod,  reel,  and  line  answer  every  purpose, 
and  that  being  the  case  it  is  evidently  un- 
necessary to  buy  the  very  expensive  outfits 
indulged  in  by  the  Americans.  As  there  are  one 
or  two  books  specially  devoted  to  tarpon  fishing  they 
should  have  been  mentioned,  and  also  the  proper 
time  of  year  for  this  sport,  as  the  season  is  a 
short  one,  and  if  you  go  at  any  other  time  you 
might  as  well  stay  at  home,  as  the  hotels  at 
Jacksonville  and  Ulyers  are  closed  and  no  fishing 
is  to  be  done. 

Pages  118  to  134  are  occupied  with  details  of 
cost  of  sporting  licences  at  home  and  abroad. 
Then  follow  short  chapters  on  hunting  and  racing, 
then  nearly  100  pages  are  devoted  to  boating  and 
yachting — much  the  most  comprehensive  and 
exhaustive  section  of  the  work.  In  the  brief 
notes  on  cricket  it  is  said  that  10,000  cricketers 
have  their  names  down  in  the  "  Candidate's 
Book,"  and  that  most  of  them  will  have  to  wait 
fifty  years  for  a  chance  to  get  into  the  Middlesex 
Cricket  Club,  unless  they  "  wire  in  and  get  their 
names  up,"  as  we  used  to  say  at  school,  then  they 
have  their  election  accelerated  in  proportion  to 
their  achievements. 

Rule  6  of  the  famous  I.  Zingari  club  is  as 
follows  : 

"  That  the  entrance  fee  be  nothing,  and  the 
annual  subscription  do  not  exceed  the  entrance." 

Curling  seems  to  be  about  the  cheapest  form 
of  sport  dealt  with  in  this  book,  and  we  are  glad 
to  hear,  on  the  authority  of  the  chaplain  of  the 
Royal  Caledonian  Curling  Club,  "which  regulates 
the  game  all  over  the  world,"  that  "the  kilt  is 
not  indispensable."  What  a  blessed  dispensation, 
seeing  that  curling  is  unfashionable  when  the 
thermometer  shows  above  freezing  point.  The 
cost  of  a  pair  of  curling  stones  ranges  from  27s. 
to  578.,  while  a  fancy  pair  of  Crawfordjohn 
"  nuts  "  may  cost  £10  or  more. 

Mr.  Garden  G.  Smith  estimates  the  total  out- 
lay on  golf  in  this  country  as  £2,680,000,  and  this 
must  be  a  modest  estimate,  or  else  goKers  are  not 
as  other  men — at  least,  not  as  anglers.  It  seems 
the  golfer  spends  on  an  average  only  Is.  6d.  a 
week  on  "refreshments,"  which  hardly  agrees 
with  our  limited  experience  of  golf  links. 

Archery  is  a  delightful  sport  and  splendid 
exercise,  and  we  often  wonder  anglers  do  not  use 
the  bow  more  than  they  generally  do.  As  that 
famous  archer.  Col.  Wah-ond,  says  :  "  It  is  not 
easy  to  regard  archery  as  an  expensive  sport, 
unless  a  man  bas  the  inclinations  of  the  American 
gentleman,  who,  going  into  a  well-known  archeiy 
store  to  purchase  a  sixpenny  catalogue,  emerged 
not  until  he  had  bought  £30u  worth  of  bows  and 
arrows  and  fishing  tackle,  and  ordered  his  coat  of 
arms  to  be  put  in  water  colour  on  his  bows,  arrows, 
and  pike  floats."   That  touch  in  water  coloui- 


shows  archers  can  draw  the  long  bow  almost  as 
well  as  anglers. 

A  good  index  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of  this 
book  as  a  work  of  reference,  which  deserves  a 
place  in  the  sportsman's  library.  It  ia  very 
attractively  produced,  and  for  a  first  attempt  of 
the  kind  it  reflects  much  credit  on  the  editor, 


THE   SPRING  IN  NORWAY. 


To-DAY,  May  1,  salmon  angling  commences  in 
Norway,  but  whether  upon  the  very  earliest  rivers 
a  single  fish  will  be  captured  is  extremely  doubt- 
ful. The  winter  has  been  a  long  and  severe  one. 
Early  in  October  snow  began  to  fall,  and  it  has 
continued  to  do  soever  since  at  frequent  intervals. 
At  the  moment  the  sun  is  shining,  but  for  the 
last  two  days  it  has  been  l)lowing  a  gale  from  the 
north-east,  with  heavy  snow  over  the  southern  and 
western  districts.  From  the  north  the  accounts 
are  wintry  in  the  extreme.  At  Tromso  not  a 
speck  of  bare  ground  is  to  be  seen.  Not  for  more 
than  thirty  years  have  there  been  such  quantities 
of  snow  in  Tromsdal,  and  the  farmers  dread  the 
results  of  the  tremendous  flood,  which  must  come 
sooner  or  later.  In  the  great  island  of  Senjen 
the  houses  ai-e  buried  beneath  the  white  masses, 
which  in  some  places  are  so  deep  that  they  are 
over  the  telegraph  wires,  15ft.  to  20ft.  above  the 
ground.  In  the  streets  of  Hammerfest,  and 
round  that  evil-smelling  little  town,  there  are 
great  drifts,  while  recent  accounts  from  other 
districts  describe  how  in  many  cases  people  have 
been  obliged  to  escape  through  the  roofs  of  their 
houses  in  order  to  avoid  starvation,  owing  to  the 
tremendous  fall,  and  the  whale  fishers  report  the 
polar  ice  as  lying  from  twelve  to  fifteen  Nor- 
wegian miles  only  off  the  coast.  From  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Trondhjem  Fjord,  from 
Osterdal,  and  from  the  west  coast  cold  and 
inclement  weather  continues  to  be  reported, 
together  with  repeated  falls  of  snow;  in  many 
parts  there  is  great  want  of  food  for  the  cattle, 
and  large  quantities  of  hay  are  being  sent  north 
by  train  and  steamer. 

The  ice  on  the  Bandak  Vand  has  been  pretty 
well  broken  up,  but  on  the  Mjosen  the  navigation 
is  not  yet  open,  and  there  are  miles  of  ice  upon  it 
still,  a  couple  of  feet  thick  at  least.  In  all 
probability  the  angling  season  will  be  a  good  one, 
as  owing  to  the  vast  quantities  of  snow  on  the 
f  jelds  there  is  sure  to  be  plenty  of  water,  but  it  is 
pretty  certain  to  be  late,  for  the  spring  flood,  when 
it  does  come,  will  be  very  heavy,  and  the  river 
cannot  run  into  order  for  some  time  after  its 
commencement.  R. 


NEW  SERVICE  VIA  HARWICH  AND  THE 
HOOK. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Compiny  have  iatrodnced 
yet  another  improvement  into  their  smart  Continental 
seivice.  By  the  completion  of  a  short  length  of  new 
railway  around  Rotterdam  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  the 
North  German  express  to  touch  Amsterdam  on  its  course  to 
the  frontier.  The  change  was  inaugurated  on  May  Day, 
and  to  signalise  the  event  Mr.  C.  Bask,  the  Continental 
traffic  manager,  took  a  select  party  cf  Eaglish  gentlemen 
over  for  an  inspection  and  a  passing  sigh!;  of  Holland,  ard 
explained  to  them  ths  direct  advantages  which  will  be 
conferred  upon  peoples  and  towns  by  the  new  line  which 
henceforth  skirts  Rotterdam.  Ihi  journey  (o  Berlin  is 
fhortened  by  something  Uke  twenty-Sve  miles,  and  a 
number  of  Dutch  towns  between  the  Hook  of  Holland  and 
the  German  frontier  will  enjoy  the  faciUties  of  communica- 
tion which  they  have  long  desired. 

At  Liverpool-street  Station  there  is  at  the  present 
moment  the  keenest  interest  manifested — especially  by  the 
morning  and  evening  passengers — in  a  great  electric  clock, 
the  largest  in  the  world  it  is  said,  euspended  from  the 
central  transept.  The  Gothic  points  of  the  cjnstruc:ion, 
no  less  than  the  commanding  tizi  and  position,  at  ones 
arrest  attention.  The  case,  with  its  towers  and  finiala 
and  its  columns  with  carved  capitals  bcHly  decorated, 
weighs  between  two  and  three  tons ;  it  is  entirely  c t'  iron 
and  manganese  steel,  and  the  clock  case  is  practically  an 
apaitment  9ft.  square.  The  four  open  dials  are  each  t>ft. 
in  diameter,  the  figures  of  the  hours  are  about  ISin. 
apart,  and  of  the  minutes  ojin.  This  grand  clock  is  in 
sympathy  with  several  others  work'mg  in  the  same 
electrical  circuit,  authoiitatively  giving  them  the  time  of 
day,  and  doing  the  business  with  absolutely  accurate 
unison.  In  an  office  adjoining  the  main  telegraph  offios  is 
a  London  Regulation  Clock  so  adjusted  that  the  time- 
keeping does  not  vary  more  than  two  sec.nds  per  week, 
and  for  weeks  together  it  has  indicated  correct  Greenwich 
time  to  a  second.  An  electrical  contact  is  fixed  to  the 
movement  of  this  clock,  and  every  fifteen  seconds  it 
transmits  an  electrical  current  that  moves  the  hands  of  all 
the  olocks  in  unison. 

L3] 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[Mat  G,  1899 


THE  ITCHEN  SALMON  FISHERY  CASE. 

The  case  of  Montagu  v.  Gater  recently  came  before  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  composed  of  Lords  Justices  Smith, 
Collins,  and  Vaughan-Williams  for  judgment  on  the 
appeal  of  the  p'aintiffs.  Sir  Samupl  Montagu  and  Mr. 
John  E.  A.  W.  Fletning,  from  a  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice 
E)mer  in  the  Chancery  Division.  The  plaintiffs  claimed 
to  be  the  owners  of  a  several  fishery  fcr  salmon  in  the 
Eiver  Itohen  from  Alresford,  nine  miles  from  Wiucbetter, 
doTpn  to  Itchen  Ferry,  at  Southampton,  under  a 
charter  of  King  John  in  favour  of  the  Bishops  of  \Vin- 
chester.  The  o  mveyance  from  the  bishop  to  the  plaintiffs' 
predecessor  in  title  was  in  1828.  The  plaintiff,  Sir  Samuel 
Montagu,  is  the  owner  of  South  Stonebam  House  and 
Wood  Mill,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
Itchen,  and  also  owns  the  Wood  Mill  Pool,  where  for 
many  centuries  there  has  been  a  valuable  salmon  catch. 
About  the  year  1538  obsti  notions  to  the  passage  of  salmon 
up  to  Itchen  were  removed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Sewers,  and  salmon  became  plentiful.  Subsequently  they 
decreased,  and  few  seemed  to  have  frequented  the  non- 
tidal  waters.  About  the  year  1860  there  was  improved 
preservation,  and  in  1863  a  salmon  pass  or  ladder  was 
made  at  Wood  Mill,  with  the  result  tint  fish  were  enabled 
to  ascend  into  the  non-tidal  waters.  The  defendant  is  the 
owner  of  a  mill,  called  West  End  Mill,  and  land  in  South 
Stoneham,  just  above  Wood  Mill,  and  adjoining  the  non- 
tidal  part  of  the  liver,  and  claims  a  right  of  fishing  for 
salmoQ  as  riparian  owner.  The  plaintiffs  did  not  claim  to 
enter  the  land  of  the  upper  riparian  owners.  The  trial 
before  Mr.  Justice  Romer  lasted  several  days,  and  in 
eiving  judgmjnt  his  lordship  said  that  though  the  plaintiff 
had  shown  an  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river,  that  was  to  say,  in  the  tidal  waters 
at  South  Stoneham  and  Wood  Mill  Pool,  so  far  as  regards 
the  upper  and  non-tidal  reaches  of  the  river  adjoining  the 
defendants'  land,  the  plaintiffs  had  shown  nothing  more 
than  a  paper  title  to  a  several  fishery  for  salmon,  un- 
supported by  any  acts  of  ownership,  and  that  the 
defendant  had  given  overwhelminsr  evidence  of  acts  of 
ownership  to  defeat  the  plaintiffs'  paper  title.  He 
according  gave  judgment  for  the  defendant,  hence  the 
present  appeal.  Their  lordships  dismissed  the  appeal 
with  costs. 


FISHING  IN  THE  SEVERN. 
On  Monday — before  Mr.  Justice  Darling  and  Mr. 
Justice  Channell,  sitting  as  a  divisional  court,  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court — the  case  of 
Williams  v.  Humpherson  came  on  for  consideration. 
Mr.  Willie  Bund  and  Mr.  A.  Graham  appeared  for  the 
appellant,  and  Mr.  Amphlett,  Q.C.,  for  the  respondent. 
Mr.  Bund  Slid  this  case  raised  a  question  whether  the 
public  had  a  risiht  to  fish  in  a  navigable  but  non-tidal 
part  of  the  river  Severn,  and  he  should  submit  under  the 
circumstances  such  a  right  could  not  possibly  exist  in 
law,  and  therefore  the  magistrates  had  jutisdiction  to 
deal  with  the  case.  The  respondent  was  summoned  for 
fishing  in  a  part  of  the  Severn  near  Shrewsbury,  which 
was  a  long  way  above  any  question  of  ebb  or  flow  of  the 
tide,  but  it  was  navigable.  The  ownership  of  the  soil 
under  the  liver  was,  of  course,  in  the  owner  of  the 
banks,  so  the  public  could  not  claim  any  right  by 
prescription.  The  respondent  was  found  fishing  in  a 
part  of  the  Severn  which  ran  through  property  belonging 
to  Lord  Barnard,  and  the  appellant  was  a  member  of  the 
Shrewsbury  and  Shropshire  Fishing  Association,  who 
leased  the  rights  of  fishing  and  paid  a  rent.  It  was  con- 
tended by  the  respondent  that  the  river  being  navigable 
the  fishing  rights  could  not  be  reserved,  and  that  there 
was  a  ipublic  right ;  and,  further,  that  by  a  local  Act  of 
Parliament  a  right  was  vested  in  the  public  to  fish  in  any 
part  of  the  river  whether  tidal  or  non-tidal,  and  it  was 
said  the  public  had  fished  for  sixty  years  in  the  river 
there.  Further,  it  was  said  that  as  the  right  claimed  by 
the  respondent  as  one  of  the  public  was  a  bond-fide 
claim,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrate  was  ousted. 
The_  appellant  contended  that  no  such  claim  was 
possible,  but  the  magistrates  thought  it  was,  and  refused 
to  convict,  dismissing  the  information.  After  argument, 
Mr.  Justice  Darling  said  he  thought  the  appeal  must  be 
allowed,  and  the  case  go  back  to  the  magistrates  to  convict, 
because  the  only  point  raised  by  the  defendant  was  that 
he  claimed  a  right  to  fish  in  the  Severn,  and  therefore  the 
magistrates  were  precluded  from  dealing  with  the  case. 
But  the  claim  of  right  which  the  respondent  made  must  be 
a  claim  that  was  legally  possible,  and  on  the  circumstances 
here  he  thought  it  was  impossible  to  set  up  such  a  claim. 
Mr.  Justice  Channell  said  the  only  matter  relied  on  here 
was  the  local  Act  of  Parliament,  but  he  thought  it  was  not 
capable  of  bearing  the  construction  put  forward,  that  it 
allowed  the  public  to  fish.  That  being  so,  there  could 
not  possibly  be  any  claim  of  right,  and  therefore  the 
appeal  must  be  allowed  with  costs. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  flourishing  club  was  held 
last  Tuesday  evening,  at  headquarters,  the  Pull  Moon 
Hotel,  Bath,  when  there  was  a  fairly  good  attendance  of 
members,  among  those  present  being  Messrs.  L.  C.  Hare 
(president),  P.  C.  Fortt  (hon.  secretary),  V.  J.  Moody 
(hon.  treasurer),  F.  Pratt,  T.  G.  Brown,  M.  H.  G.  Wood 
("Spinning  Minnow"),  F.  Goodall,  G.  Harding,  J. 
Bryant,  S.  W.  lies,  S.  Moody,  C.  Bray,  A.  G.  Cox,  G. 
Dunn,  G.  Coakley,  11.  (i.  Lee,  8.  Wilkinson,  V.  Beesley, 
W.  Biyce,  Van  Gelder,  W.  Jelf,  R.  Curtis.  A.  J.  Tanner, 
&c.,  &c.  The  chair  was  taken  by  the  president,  Mr. 
L.  C.  Hare,  who  expressed  his  pleasure  at  meeting  the 
members  of  the  association,  and  congratulated  them  on 
the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  club.    The  minutes  of  the 


last  annual  meeting  having  been  read  and  passed,  the  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  P.  C.  Fortt,  submitted  the  annual  report,  which 
showed  that  the  club  was  going  on  most  satisfactorily. 
During  the  year  pumpirg  operations  had  ceased  in  the 
Combe  Hay  canal,  and  the  committee  had  deemed  it 
advisable  to  remove  some  4000  fish  from  the  canal,  and 
put  them  in  the  society's  water  at  Limpley  Stoke.  This 
had  entailed  considerable  expense,  such  as  buying  nets, 
and  the  wages  of  the  water  bailiff'  and  helpers,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  between  £7  and  £8.  Mr.  Fortt, 
during  the  report,  spoke  of  the  poor  season  they  had 
experienced,  from  a  fisherman's  point  of  view,  the 
first  part  being  so  very  dry,  and  during  the  last  the 
liver  was  almost  in  continual  flood.  There  had 
been  five  angling  competitions  during  the  season. 
He  also  touched  upon  the  c^uantity  of  fish  in  the  Avon 
that  had  been  poisoned  durii  g  the  very  dry  weather,  and 
thought  it  was  a  matter  in  which  the  conservancy  board 
of  the  Avon,  Parrett,  and  B rue  might  bestir  themselves. 
Negotiations  were  also  in  progress  for  new  water  on  the 
Kennet  and  Avon  Canal.  The  hon.  treasurer  (Mr.  F.  J. 
Moody)  then  presented  the  annual  statement,  which 
showed  that  after  all  ordinary  and  extraordinary  expenses 
had  been  paid  there  was  a  balance  in  the  bank  of  f  0  Os.  6d. 
Mr.  L.  C.  Hare  was  elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year, 
Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt  re-elected  hon._  sec,  and  Mr.  F.  J. 
Moody  hon.  treasurer,  and  the  vica-presidents  were  re- 
elected as  they  stood.  The  old  committee  were  reappointed 
ev  hloc,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  G.  Moody,  who  did  not 
seek  re-election,  and  whose  place  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  G. 
Lee.  The  hon.  auditors,  Messrs.  T.  G.  Brown  and  E.  W. 
Wood,  were  re-eltcted  with  thanks  for  past  service?. 
Other  matters  having  been  discussed,  the  meeting  closed 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  proposed  by  Mr. 
T.  G.  Brown  and  seconded  by  Mr.  M.  H.  G.  Wood. 

SpiNxiNfi  Minnow. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  MEETING  of  the  executive  council  was  held  at  Farn- 
worth  on  Saturday,  April  29.  Representatives  were 
present  from  the  centres  at  Manchester,  Bolton,  Farn- 
worth,  Atherton,  Wigan,  Preston,  Blackburn,  Oldham, 
Ashton,  Stalybridge,  Crewe,  and  Stockport.  Mr.  R.  Cole, 
of  Crewe,  was  appointed  to  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  the 
president.  A  report  was  read  of  recent  storing  in  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canals,  and  the  best  thanks  of  the 
asscciation  were  voted  to  the  general  manager  for  his 
kindly  interest  in  the  matter.  It  was  decided  that  the 
meetings  of  the  council  shall  in  future  be  held  at  the 
several  centres  in  rotation.  It  was  reported  that  the 
Poynton  Canal  fishing  rights  had  been  acquired  by  the 
County  Palatine  Association.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  given 
to  Mr.  Furness,  the  secretary  of  Stockport  Centre,  for  his 
trouble  in  this  case.  The  question  of  the  liability  of  neiv 
members  to  pay  the  levy  in  aid  of  the  coarse  fishers' 
defence  fund  was  raised,  and  it  was  agreed  upon  that  every 
member  is  this  year  required  to  contribute.  Gold,  arold 
centre,  and  silver  medals  were  ordered  to  be  given  along 
with  the  first  three  prizes  in  the  grand  competition  to  be 
held  on  the  Lancaster  Canal  on  June  24.  Arrangements 
for  special  trains  from  Manchester,  Warrington,  and 
Bolton  were  confirmed,  with  facilities  from  a  large 
number  of  other  towns  to  join  the  special  trains  at  the 
nearest  junction.  A  communication  from  Warrington 
Association  was  read,  but  deferred  to  next  meeting.  The 
application  of  Hanley  Angling  Club  was  accepted,  and  the 
secretary  instructed  to  apply  to  the  railway  companies  for 
travelling  facilities  for  the  members.  The  next  meeting 
was  fixed  to  take  place  at  St.  Helen's.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  tendered  to  Farnworth  Centre  for  the  substantial 
lunch  provided,  and  to  the  chairman  for  his  services. 

Thos.  W.  Redford  (Hon.  Sec). 


NEW  CUMNOCK  ANGLING  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

This  association  held  the  first  competition  of  the  season 
on  April  29,  when  twenty -four  competitors  competed  for 
valuable  prizes,  presented  by  hon.  president  (Mr.  J.  A. 
Eraser),  president  (Mr.  Wm.  Hyslop),  Mr.  W.  R.  Downie, 
and  seven  prizes  given  by  the  association.  Reports  from 
the  ivarious  competitors  show  that  in  the  early  part  of 
the  day  trout  were -taking  freely,  but  owing  to  heavy 
rain  the  waters  became  too  muddy  and  flooded,  so  that 
fishing  had  to  be  given  up.  Still  son  e  very  good  baskets 
were  taken,  and  the  winner,  Mr.  Niebet,  had  a  beautiful 
pair  of  yellow  trout,  which  weighed  41b.  14Joz. ;  the  best 
one  won  special  for  largest  trout.  These  are  the  two 
finest  trout  that  have  ever  been  brought  in  at  any  of  the 
association's  competitions  ;  both  were  caught  with  minnow, 
and  from  a  pool  on  the  Deuch,  near  Carsphaitn.  This 
competition  was  for  trout  only. 

The  following  were  the  winners  in  the  handicap  compe- 
tition :  Messrs.  William  Nisbet,  James  Sl  ankland,  Archi- 
bald Smellie,  James  Smith,  Dugald  Gracie,  Colin  Camp- 
bell, William  Shaiikland,  Robert  Shankland,  William 
Pdton,  and  Richard  McSophany. 

Stkcials. — Heaviest  trout,  William  Nisbet.  Three 
next  best  tront,  William  Nisbet.  Six  next  best  trout, 
James  Shankland. 


The  sporting  estate  of  Stronelairg  has  been  sold  by 
Captain  Eraser  to  Mr.  William  Ewing  Gilmour,  Wood- 
bank,  Dumbartonshire.  The  property  affords  capital 
sport  with  grouse  and  other  varieties  of  Highland  game, 
and  several  deer  are  killed  every  season.  There  is  some 
loch  and  stream  trout  fishing.  The  shooting  lodge,  which 
is  situated  in  a  wild  and  mountainous  region,  is  about 
twelve  miles  from  Inverfarigaig  pier,  on  the  Caledonian 
Canal.  The  estate  was  sold  through  the  agency  of  Walker, 
Fraeer,  and  Steele,  Land  Agents,  Glasgow. 


AUF  WIEDERSEHEN. 
An  old  song  says,  "Say  au  revoir,  but  not  good- 
bye," and  an  older  ballad  tells  in  the  most  doleful  of 
metres : 

"  Farewell,  farewell,  is  a  lonesome  sound 
And  is  oftimes  heard  with  a  sigh  ; 
But  give  to  me  that  good  old  word 
That  comes  from  the  heart,  '  good-bye.'  " 

The  time  has  come  for  me  to  say  something  of  this  kind, 
but  there  is  nothing  in  the  French  "  au  revoir"  or  the 
English  "  good-bye,"  which  is  a  corruption  of  "  God  be 
with  jou,"  which  appeals  to  me  like  the  German  "until 
we  meet  again." 

There  had  been  a  sort  of  a  dream  that  I  should  go  to 
take  charge  of  a  great  trout  preserve  in  Wisconsin.  The 
dream  spread  out  over  two  years,  as  dreams  always  spread, 
and  then  somehow  it  narrowed  down  to  a  date.  The  date 
was  somewhere  in  the  coming  June — and  things  were 
getting  biisk,  wich  some  April  lectures  and  anew  fish- 
cultural  book  to  see  through  the  press ;  but,  when  a 
telegram  came  with  orders  to  start  on  April  15,  there  was 
no  margin.  Therefore,  all  correspondents  are  hereby 
notified  that  my  personal  address  for  one  year — the  con- 
tract is  for  one  year  only — will  be  Brule,  Douglas  County, 
Wis.  This  place  is  in  a  wilderness,  where  bears,  deer, 
wild  cats,  sharp-tailed  grouse,  and  other  beasts  may  polish 
my  bones,  but  I  will  go  and  face  the  sharp  tails  of  the 
grouse,  and  between  dropping  a  line  to  the  trout,  may  drop 
a  few  lines  to  Forest  and  Stream.  So — auf  wiedersehen, 
— Frki)  Mather,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 

I  We  wish  Mr.  Mather  Euccess  in  his  new  home  and 
duties.— Ed.  F.  G.] 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.- Amid  the 
gloom  of  the  past  week,  in  regard  to  the  barren  results  in 
trout  fishing,  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Thames  has 
been  getting  into  its  best  form,  and  it  is  hoped,  with 
the  chance  of  a  mild  change  in  the  weather  and  a 
better  condition  of  water,  the  trout  anglers  in  the  midst 
of  such  lovely  scenery  will  be  more  successful  in  the  land- 
ing of  some  good  fish.  In  my  old  working  days  I  used  to 
enjoy  a  run  down  the  river  at  this  time  of  the  year,  the 
starting  point  being  nine  o'clock  at  Staines  Bridge,  and  it 
was  a  giaud  sight  to  witness  the  striking  change  in  Nature, 
with  the  new  foliage  and  the  melodiousnotesof  the  winged 
minstrels  in  the  air,  occasionally  relieved  by  the  striking 
voice  of  the  cuckoo  and  the  warb  iog  of  the  nightingale. 
With  suc'a  splecdid  surroundings,  and  the  hearty  welcome 
I  always  received  from  the  ai  g  ers  I  met  here  and  there, 
my  visits  were  made  the  most  pleasant  and  profitable,  as  I 
frequently  added  the  name  of  a  new  subscriber  to 
the  funds  of  the  society.  I  may  be  allowed  to 
add  my  frequent  visits  down  the  river  very  often 
gave  evidence  of  a  pecuniary  increase  to  the  funds, 
and  if_  the  late  head  river  keeper,  Abraham  Stroud, 
was  living,  he  would  be  ready  to  testify  to  these  gratifying 
results,  as  he  was  generally  my  attendant  in  these  practico.! 
visits,  and  was  as  much  gratified  as  myself  in  such 
encouraging  proofs,  and  facts  can  never  be  construed  into 
any  other  meaning.  It  was  on  one  of  these  visits  I  met 
my  good  old  friend  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  and  landed  his 
first  guinea  as  a  member  of  the  society  whilst  he  was 
fishing  with  one  of  the  bast  fishermen,  Mr.  Alfred  Stroud, 
near  the  bridge  at  Chertsey,  and  the  friendship  of  both 
angler  and  fisherman  still  exists.  I  may  here  mention  it 
was  entirely  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine 
that  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Spreokley  became  attached  to  the 
T.A.P.S.,  and  all  anglers  know  the  immense  value  that 
introduction  gave  to  the  work  of  Toames  preservation, 
I  regret  the  obituary  of  last  week  records  the  sudden 
death  of  an  old  friend  and  supporter  of  the  society,  Mr. 
John  Elsden,  who,  during  my  secretaryship,  was  always 
ready  to  give  me  support  in  all  matters  c  mneoted  with  the 
society.  In  the  river  trips  I  could  always  reckon  upon  hia 
taking  a  ccunderable  number  of  tickets,  and  also  at  the 
annual  and  other  banquets,  and  where  a  guarantee  was 
necessary  ha  and  his  son  (i/harles  gave  me  a  free  hand. 
May  they  boi  h  rest  in  peace. — B. 

Thames  (Datchet)  — Trout  fishing  here  very  nn- 
fuccessful  so  far,  but  I  think  I  know  more  about  where  to 
drop  on  a  fish  or  two  than  when  I  wrote  last,  but  a  day 
out  under  present  conditions  is  terribly  monotoEOus  ;  a  fish 
is  never  to  be  sden  moving  till  it  isni^arly  dark,  then  there 
is  not  much  time  left  to  fiah.  I  was  out  ou  Tue.^day  all 
day  ;  Mr.  Geiit  had  a  bait  taken  off  by  a  fish  just  the 
last  thing;  simultaneously  we  saw  fish  moving  everywhere 
all  over ;  in  five  minutes  I  caught  a  little  fish  six  inches 
long,  whipping  for  bleak.  Mr.  Rubenstein  found  a  large 
jack  under  his  houseboat  dead,  I  should  think  it  weighed 

201b.— G.  LUMSDEN. 

  (Eton).— Sport  with  the  trout  still  continues  to  - 

be  very  slow.  Several  anglers  have  been  out  every  day  for 
the  last  week,  the  only  one  meeting  a  fish  being  Mr, 
Charles  Harris,  of  Eton,  on  the  30tb,  weight  5Jlb.  This 
fish  was  in  poor  condition,  and  should  have  turned  the 
scale  easily  at  71b.  It  was  exactly  24in.  long.  I  have 
been  out  every  morning  and  evening,  but  have  only  seen 
three  fish  on  the  move.  Jack,  as  usuil  at  this  season, 
worry  you.  I  took  four  in  twenty  minutes,  on  the  28th, 
at  Windsor  Weir. — Cecii,  Howlktt. 

  (Hampton  Court). — Wibiam  Milbourne,  writing 

on  Tuesday  morning,  says :  "  Owing  to  the  cold  winds 
there  has  not  been  anything;  done  in  the  way  of  front. 
There  has  been  a  few  baibjl  taken,  whilst  fishing  for 
them,  which  were  all  returned."  It  is  hoped  the  really 
summer  weather  of  Tuesday  will  continue,  and  then  the 
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anglers  will  be  tempted  to  come  and  try  for  them,  and 
that  is  what  the  fishermen  want. — B. 

  (Hampton  Wiok).— Head  river  beeper  William 

Donglas  reports  from  his  visits  on  the  river  ;  "'I  have  not 
heard  of  any  troat  having  been  taken.  I  hive  seen  several 
on  the  move  in  different  portiors  <  f  the  river.  There  has 
been  and  still  is  a  quantity  of  perch  spawn,  the  principal 
portion  being  in  the  back  water  at  Walton,  which  iias 
been  covered  over  with  wire  netting,  and  pegged  down  with 
stakes  and  laced  with  wire.  The  reach  are  also  coming 
on  for  spiwning.    The  water  is  in  good  condition." — B. 

  (Shepperton). — It  does  not  appear  that  last  week 

was  altogether  a  blank  as  regards  the  trout,  as  I  received 
a  letter  on  Monday  last  from  Mr.  George  Rosewell,  of 
SheppertoD,  as  follows  :  "'Mr.  W.  H.  Blyth,  fishing  with 
me  on  Thursday,  caught  a  beautiful  trout,  it  was  a  female 
fish,  weighing  7flh.,  which  had  gone  to  be  put  up  iu  a  glass 
case.  I  was  out  again  on  Satuidiy  with  a  client  who 
missed  three  good  fish.  They  came  so  short  that  they 
were  not  properly  hooked,  so  you  see  if  anglers  will  only 
come,  there  are  some  trout  yet  left  for  them.  The  fish 
which  Mr.  Biyth  caught  last  Thursday  measured  27in.  in 
length."— B. 

Coin,  Lsacli,  &c.,  East  Gloucestershire.— Heavy 
and  continuous  rain  for  some  days  have  put  a  good  head  of 
water  on  these  trout  streams  and  impioved  the  trout 
fishers'  prospects.  The  trout  rise  freely  on  warm  days 
about  noon,  and  again  about  four  and  six  o'clock.  Saw 
several  Brown  Alders  on  the  2nd  inst.  Tnis  is  unusually 
early  for  these  streams,  as  this  fly  is  not  generally  up  before 
May  li)  or  12.  Some  trout  have  already  been  taken  on 
this  deadly  fly.  Dug  some  May  Fly  lirf  ;e  on  Wednesday, 
and  found  them  in  a  very  forward  state,  some  of  the  wings 
being  already  formed,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised,  if 
the  weather  keeps  fire,  that  the  Green  Drake  is  up  by 
about  Whitsuntide  in  some  parts.  Several  rods  have  been 
out  on  hotel  waters,  but  the  weather  has  been  bad  for  the 
fly  fisher,  being  at  times  very  rough  and  boisterous.  Mr. 
John  Barton  tai  been  fiabiag  tde  Fifield  waters,  on  the 
Leach,  and  Dr.  Lockwood  and  friends  have  been  out  at 
Little  Faringdon.  Ecds  have  ako  been  on  the  Lechlade 
Mill  waters  with  sport. — Pan. 

Barenth  (Horton  Eirby,  FaTuingham,  &c.)  — 
The  river  is  dear  again  and  quite  low,  so  that  it  would 
take  a  lot  of  rain  to  bring  another  flood,  and  auglers  may 
safely  expect  a  fishable  river  on  Saturday,  and  the  dry 
fly  will  bave  a  chance.  The  cold  north-east  wind  is 
against  sport  at  the  present  time,  and  but  little,  has  been 
done,  though  we  had  genial  weather  at  the  beginning  of 
the  week.  The  flies  to  try  are  Iron  Blue  or  Olive  Dun. 
—J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totuea  and  District).— Fishing  has  pro- 
duced only  fair  sport  this  week.  The  best  take  is  a  couple 
of  dc/en  by  Mr.  Pershouse,  of  Torquay,  who  is  an  expert 
angler.  Tuesday  was  a  good  day  for  fishing,  but  evening 
angling  with  the  natural  minnow  has  been  responsible  for 
afew  takes.  Mr.  A.  M.  Champernowne,  of  Hood  Manor, 
has  killed  some  nice  trout  on  bis  own  water  at  Darting- 
ton  ;  and  Mr.  Stiff,  of  Dartington  Hall,  has  been  doing  a 
little  on  the  moor,  where  the  anglers  are  very  numerous. 
A  few  sea  trout,  locally  known  as  truff,  were  creeled  near 
Bucifafitleigh.  Small  creels  of  trout  have  been  made  by 
Messrs.  Revell,  H.  T.  Distin,  E.  Ackrell,  E.  Distin,  H. 
Full,  and  others,  the  best  flies  being  the  Small  Midget, 
Blue  Upright,  Edmonds  Palmer,  and  Red  Spinner.  The 
Rev.  C.  Forster  killed  a  couple  of  silmon  at  Holne  Chase, 
the  weights  being  181b.  and  141b.  respectively.  A  recent 
haal  by  the  nets  at  Totnes  Weir  included  a  27-pounder. — 
Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.j.— The  river  is  ia  excel- 
lent condition  for  fishing  ;  a  good  flow  of  water  and  a  nice 
colour. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  best  report  of  the  week 
is  from  the  Okehampton  district,  where  Mr.  George  James 
and  two  other  rods  were  fortunate  enough  in  creeling  over 
2fW  trout  in  the  river  below  the  town.  The  rivers  being 
in  good  order  after  the  rains,  fishing  has  been  fairly  satis- 
factory, and  no  doubt  peal  will  soon  be  running  freely. 
Some  have  been  seen  in  the  Upper  Lyd  and  Tavy,  trouting 
in  the  former  being  excellent  ja&t  now.  Fish  are  plentiful, 
and  a  saccessful  season  is  anticipated.  Many  streams, 
however,  are  troubled  with  otters,  among  others  being  the 
Lyd  and  Dart.  The  Avon  (Brent)  is  not  doing  well  up  to 
the  present,  and  little  fishing  has  been  done.  A  few 
salmon  were  creeled  in  the  North  Devon  streams,  Judge 
Bertsford  getting  a  12J-pouDder  recently,  and  his  son  a 
fine  fish  of  221b.  The  Blue  flies  have  been  killing  on  the 
Otter,  and  also  the  Olive  Dun. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Sport  has  been  pretty  fair 
considering  the  backward  state  of  the  feason.  Several 
nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  minnow 
mostly.  The  Iron  Blue  has  been  also  taken  freely  by  both 
trout  and  grayling.  The  latter,  of  course,  are  out  of 
Beaton,  and  have  to  be  returned. — D.  anu  W.  H.  Foster. 

Dsk  (Whitby). — Since  last  report  this  river  has  been 
in  poor  condition  for  angling,  the  adverse  weather,  together 
with  the  small  muddy  freshes  which  have  swept  the  river 
making  angling  cperatious  practically  impossible.  Not- 
withstanding ttiese  conditions  many  anglers  have  been  out, 
but  the  only  catch  reported  is  that  by  Dr.  Dreaper,  of 
Grcgmont,  which  consisted  of  six  and  a  half  brace.  The 
river  at  the  time  of  writing  ij  rather  better  iu  conditi  jn. 
Much  smelt  is  reported  in  the  tideway. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  n  somewhat 
more  springlike,  Vjut  still  tar  from  salubrious.  The  north- 
easter iu  too  much  with  us  for  petfect  spring  trouting,  and, 
generally  Bpeakins<,  baskets  have  been  of  the  light  order. 
Among  those  anglers  who  have  had  the  best  takes  are  : 
Capt.  Cooke,  Messrs.  Baker,  Cummings,  Hall,  Snell, 
Taylor,  Ac,  some  of  the  trout  running  exceptionally  fine 
and  in  good  condition.  Flies  doing  well  at  uresent  are  : 
Bine  and  Olive  Duns,  Iron  Blue,  Blue  Upright,  and 
Califomian.   All  that  is  needful  now  to  put  the  fish  in 


pink  of  condition  and  ensure  good  sport  is  a  settled  spell 
of  warm  weather.  River  is  running  in  fair  volume. -^Rmi 
Palmkr 

Fen  Di&trict  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)  —The 
weather  generally,  for  the  fly  fisher,  is  improving.  Al- 
though we  have  had  gleams  of  sunshine,  nights  bave,  as  a 
rule,  been  cold,  and  aquatic  life  is  not  active.  Now  May 
has  come  in  we  should  cjuickly  have  a  change.  What  pport 
is  noticed  has  been  obtained  more  from  bottom  fishing  than 
the  orthodox  method.  Dock  grubs  are  still  the  best. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notta.).— Many  gentlemen 
who  affect  trout  fishing  have,  owing  to  the  unsati-ifactory 
weather,  failed  as  yet  to  wet  a  line.  Now  May  has 
arrived  surely  we  shall  have  an  improvement.  We  hear  of 
a  few  captures  on  the  forest  side,  but  they  are  by  no  means 
worth  recording.  The  best  waters  in  this  district  did  not 
as  a  rule  open  before  Monday.  We  ought,  therefore,  soon 
to  be  getting  news.  Woods  and  hedgps  are  now  coming 
into  leaf,  and  we  shall  soon  have  the  Hawthorn  and  other 
flies  out  in  force.  Cowdung  flies  are  about  the  only  lai  d 
flies  to  be  seen. — L. 

Lake  Vjrnwy  (N.  Wales).— The  weather  has  been 
variable,  some  days  very  fair,  and  bad  cccasionally.  On 
the  whole  the  baskets  made  during  the  week  have  been 
very  good.  On  the  26th,  thirty-six  fish,  weighing 
20ib.  7oz.  Capt.  Garnett  made  the  best  basket  with 
fifteen,  81b.  _8oz  ;  Sir  T.  Hughes  killed  nine,  51b.  loz. ; 
Rev.  Chesshire,  four,  21b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Densham,  three, 
lib.  12oz. ;  and  Messrs.  Hart  and  Caley,  five,  21b.  lOoz. 
On  the  2/tb,  fifty-seven  fish,  weighine3;31b.  lloz.  Messrs. 
Hart  and  Caley  killed  ten,  Gib.  ;  Mr.  K.  L.  Garnett  made 
the  best  basket  with  eleven,  61b.  3oz. ;  Rev.  Chesshire, 
nine.  Sib.  loz.  ;  Sir  T.  Hughes,  eight,  51b.  ■ioz.  ;  Mr. 
Densham,  five,  21b.  12oz.  ;  Capt.  Webb,  21b.  14oz.  ;  and 
Capt.  Garnett,  eight,  51b.  8oz.  On  the  28th,  fiity  fish, 
weighing  261b.  8oz.  Rev.  Gregorrie  made  the  best  basket 
with  ten  fish,  61b. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  eight,  51b.  8oz  ;  Mr. 
Crowther,  six,  31b.  loz  ;  Mr.  Densham,  five,  21b.  lOoz.  ; 
Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  four,  21b.  12oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Jackson, 
two,  lib.  4oz.  The  29th  was  very  wet  and  stormy,  and 
there  were  only  two  boats  out.  Mr.  Crowther  killed 
nine,  41b.  loz. ;  and  Sir  T.  Hughes,  four,  21b.  6oz. 
On  May  1  forty  -  eight  fish  were  killed,  weighing 
281b.  13o>;.  Capt.  Garuett  made  the  best  basket 
with  twelve  fish,  61b.  ?oz. ;  Rev.  Burnside  and  Miss 
Watson  both  lilled  six  each,  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Jackson  and 
Mr.  Crowther  both  had  five  fish  each,  31b.  2oz. ;  Capt. 
Webb  killed  four,  31b.  3oz.  ;  Dr.  Rutherford,  four, 
21b.  12oz. ;  Rev.  Chesshire,  three,  lib.  IOjz,  ;  Mr.  R.  L. 
Garnett,  three,  21b.  loz.  On  May  2  the  fishing  was 
exceptionally  good.  Ninety-five  fish,  weighing  531b.  12oz  , 
were  killed.  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  made  the  best  basket  with 
sixteen,  01b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  Crowther  was  secDnd  with  twelve, 
"lb.  2oz.  ;  Capt.  Garnett,  nine,  41b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Jackson, 
eight,  41b.  6oz.  ;  Miss  Roydon  and  Mr.  Watson,  eight, 
41b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  seven,  31b.  lOoz.  ;  Rev.  Burn- 
side,  seven,  41b.  4oz. ;  Rev.  Chesshire,  seven,  41b.  4oz.  ; 
Mr.  Chamberlin,  five,  21b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Palairet,  five, 
31b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  five,  21b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Lycett,  four, 
2Ib  C  )z. and  Mr.  R.  B.  Chamberlin,  two,  lib.  43z.  The 
river  fishing  has  been  exceedingly  good,  the  best  baskets 
being  forty  fish  on  April  26 ;  the  same  angler  took  twenty- 
three  fith  on  April  28,  and  twenty-four  fish  on  May  1. — 

LONGDBIFT. 

Lark  (Ickliugham  and  Lackford).— Duiiog  the 
last  week  or  so  it  has  been  too  cold  for  the  trout  to  feed, 
so  anglers  have  been  turning  their  attention  to  the  pike, 
there  being  no  close  time  for  them  in  this  stream  ou 
account  of  the  trout.  Messrs.  Major,  Hancock,  and 
Skinner  Brothers  have  again  been  killing  down  the  pike, 
taking  nine  one  day,  largest  4Jlb. — A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lea. — Once  again  anglers  are  enabled  to  pursue  that 
game-fighting  and  nicely-shaped  fish,  the  Lea  trout.  The 
season  re-opened  ou  Monday,  and  there  were  many  anglers 
out  iu  the  Hertford  district.  Anglers  were  alsoia  evidence 
at  Ware,  St.  Margaret's,  Rye  House,  and  other  resorts. 
The  water  was  in  splendid  condition,  and  in  the  Hertford 
district;  a  number  of  trout — twelve  altogether,  it  is 
reported — were  secured.  The  heaviest  one,  of  31b.  14oz., 
was  Imded  at  Polley  Bridge.  Mr.  Steinhart  landed  a 
brace  of  trout,  the  best  lib.  9oz.  He  returned  the  smaller 
fieh,  which  was  not  quite  12in.  A  local  angler  took  the 
31b.  14oz.  fish.  On  a  tributary  of  the  river  four  brace  of 
trout  fell  to  two  rods  near  Hertford.  On  the  main  liver, 
Mr.  A.  B.  Jackson  rose  a  number  of  trout  while  spinning, 
but  all  appeared  to  come  short  at  the  bait.  Between 
the  Ware  Town  Bridge  and  the  Boom  several  fine  trout — 
one  estimated  to  scale  71b. — have  been  seen  on  the  move, 
but  down  to  the  time  of  dispatching  this  report  I  had  heard 
of  no  captures  being  effected.  Below  Hardmead  Lock  sevei  al 
good  trout  have  been  noted  feeding,  and  at  the  mouth  of 
the  old  Lea,  at  St.  Margaret's,  anglers  should  fish  the 
water  carefully.  Another  nice  bit  of  water  is  that  between 
Rye  House  Bridge  and  the  big  bend.  Both  Dobbs 
(Hoddesdon)  and  Carthagena  (Broxbourne)  weirs  should 
yield  sport  among  the  trout,  but  since  the  season  opened 
anglers  have  had  to  contend  against  cold  winds,  which,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Thames  trout,  have  kept  the  fish  down. 
I  would  recommend  anglers  to  try  a  natural  minnow  or 
gudgeon  on  spinning  tackle,  or,  better  still,  at  the  home 
of  a  big  fish,  a  bleak  on  fine  gut  live  bait  tackle.  Anglers 
should  get  well  out,  and  let  the  bleak  "  work  "  at  or  just 
under  the  surface.  From  the  way  some  of  the  trout  in 
the  Lea  have  been  scattering  the  small  fry  lately  they 
should  be  attracted  by  (ither  a  live  bleak,  small  dace, 
gudgeon,  or  minnow;  the  tackle  should  be  as  fine  as 
possible,  and  half  a  beer-bottle  cork,  pared  to  shape,  will 
suffice  for  a  float.  Eel  fishing  also  opened  on  Monday. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).- Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and 
in  good  order  for  fi  shing.    The  weather  has  been  fairly 


good,  but  rain  and  east  winds  on  Wednesday  will  be 
against  good  sport  being  had.  B>  f  ire  Wedneuday  there 
had  tjeen  a  fair  number  of  an<)erB  out,  and  t^ie  fish  have 
been  rising  well,  and  have  taken  Dun,  Brown  .Suinuer, 
Red  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  Cowdung,  and  Iron  Blue,  and 
some  Very  nice  trout  landed.  Spjrt  wid  ht  slow  until 
there  is  a  dealing  up  of  the  weither.  At  prennrit  it  Li 
more  like  February  than  May.  Tne  Pintley  is  clear  and 
iu  good  fishing  order. — Gwy.N.NK. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Flnsley  ' Eiagsland).— 
Rivers  in  good  order,  but  weather  so  changeable  no 
reliance.  Yesterday,  May  2,  a  perfect  May  day  ;  to-diy, 
or  rather  this  morning,  wind  N.E.  ;  just  fit  for  Feljruary. 
Changes  are  sudden  and  nnlooked  for.  Tfie  Yellow  Dan 
is  out  and  the  Alder  ia  sure  toappsarin  a  few  days. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — At  the  annnal  meeting  of 
the  Nene  Angling  Club  for  the  Northampton  district,  it 
was  decided  that  the  club  should  become  affiiiattd  to  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
obtain  a  reduction  of  train  fares  for  anglers.  With  regard 
to  eel  fishing,  a  nsw  rule  was  made  for  the  mouths  of  May 
and  June,  so  ttiat  there  is  no  time  limic  as  before. — 
B.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivezv.— Angling  conditions 
are  very  good  throughout  this  district.  The  occisiocal 
rains  tend  to  keep  the  streams  well  supplied  with  water, 
and  fish  are  feeding  on  most  days  on  surface  food.  Flies 
which  have  proved  killers  are  Hare's  Ear  Dun,  Blue  Dan, 
Dark  Olive,  Cowdung,  and  Coachman.  A  very  nice  big 
was  made  by  Mr.  Morewood  on  the  Blythe.  A  few  trout 
fell  to  my  own  rod  on  the  same  river.  Mr.  Hitchings  took 
fish  up  to  nearly  a  pound  weight  on  the  Tean.  Mr.  Stone- 
hewer  got  one  of  2|lb.  from  the  Churnt,  and  cn  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Dove  the  dark  Blue  Dun  has  don?  some 
execution. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Onny  and  Flowdea  Waters  (Craven  Arms). — 
Weather  fine.  Wind  north.  Water  in  fine  condition.  On 
Saturday  Mr.  J.  M.  Etches  caught  in  the  club  water  nine 
and  a  half  brace  of  trout.  The  hotel  water  is  in  excjllent 
order  and  affords  some  good  sport,  several  trout  having 
been  taken  during  the  past  week. — Truth. 

Otter  (  Budleigh  Salterton).— At  present  time  of 
reporting.  May  3rd,  the  river  is  in  perfect  condition  for 
fly  fishing,  but  as  the  barometer  is  falling,  rain  may  be 
expected.  The  best  rise  is  in  the  forenoon  between  10..30 
and  twelve,  when  the  Blue  and  Red  Quills,  Olive  Duns, 
and  "Middle  Blues"  (as  they  are  locally  called)  are 
effective  flies.  If  the  evening  is  calm  and  fine,  the  trout 
rise  to  Midges  between  5  and  7  P-m .  Yesterday  at  5  p.m. 
a  few  good  fish  fell  to  Flight's  Fancy  on  the  watsr  at 
Ottery  St.  Mary.  A  rod  on  Mr.  Rolle's  water  also  took 
three  brace  of  handsome  trout. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Denver).  —  The  close  time  is  being  well 
observed  in  this  locality,  and  appearances  indicate  good 
sport  for  the  coming  season.  In  the  meantime  several 
attempts  have  been  made  to  secure  some  o?  the  sea  trout, 
which  I  hear  are  numerous  and  pressing  up  the  tidil 
waters,  though  I  am  unable  to  learn  that  any  have  been 
actually  landed.  At  the  end  of  last  week  a  local  raxn, 
spinning  off  the  piers  of  the  sluice,  had  hold  of  a  good  tish, 
but  broke  away.  The  sluice-keeper  told  me  on  Saturday, 
that  from  observation  he  had  kept,  the  trout  are 
about  in  abundance,  some  of  them  being  very  fine  fish. 
Water  in  capital  condition,  and  running  freely ;  weather 
rather  unsettled,  bitterly  cold  but  bii^ht  and  fairly  dry.— 
Water  Wagtail. 

Fl; mouth. — The  rivers  are  all  run  djwn  to  summer 
level,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on 
Walkham  and  Meavy.  I  hear  there  are  some  fresh  run 
peal  up  the  Tavy.  The  list  of  edible  fis'i  for  moi  th  are 
sturgeon,  salmon,  peal,  trout,  dory,  soad,  mackerel,  thorn- 
back,  conger,  eel,  bass,  surmullet,  launce,  poUick,  hake, 
atherine  (smelt),  wrasses,  turbot,  biill.  —  William 
Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — Although  the  weather  duiiog  the  past  week  has 
been  all  tlat  could  be  desired  for  angling  purposes,  yet 
sport  has  been  very  limited  iu  all  ttcie  rivers,  and  very 
few  trout  bave  been  captured,  and  these  of  rather  below 
the  average  size.  One  very  remarkable  thing,  and  which 
is  very  fiesly  commented  on  by  anglers,  is  the  extra- 
ordinary scarcity  of  samlets — the  young  salmon — which 
years  ago  were  a  positive  nuisance  to  trout  fishers  at  this 
period  of  the  year,  it  being  nothing  unusuil  to  hook  two 
or  three  of  them  at  every  cast.  At  present  they  are  only 
conspicuous  by  their  absence  in  all  these  rivers,  which  is 
another  proof — if  more  proofs  were  needed — of  the  scarcity 
of  salmon  in  this  neighbourhood.  Pike  fishing  is  the  only 
successful  form  of  angling  at  p  esent  pursued  here ;  aud 
on  Tuesday  last  a  gentleman  from  Oldham,  whilst  angling 
in  the  Vyrnwy,  near  Pen-is-erllan  Ford,  a  short  distance 
below  Llansantffraid  Bridge,  captured  three  very  fine 
specimens  of  tl  ese  river  poachers,  one  of  which  weighed 
over  161b  ,  and  all  were  in  splendid  condition  for  the  time 
of  year.  One  or  two  others  have  also  been  taken,  but 
they  are  still  much  too  plentiful  in  the  Severn  and  Vymwy. 
— Yyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Siverr. — Angling  has  net 
been  very  successful  during  the  week.  A  few  roach  and 
small  chub  bave  been  taken  frooi  the  Ouse,  and  small 
trout  from  the  tributaries.  Several  brace  of  front  have 
been  caught  in  the  back  streams  cf  the  Adur,  but  nothing 
over  12oz.  A  nice  fish  of  21b.  loz.  wis  taken  from  the 
Rother,  on  Monday,  with  spinning  minnow;  and  some 
smaller  fish  with  worm.  Smelt  have  given  sport  in 
Chichester  Harbour,  from  six  to  fifteen  dozen  have  been 
taken  by  a  single  rod  pi.ternostering  with  ragworm. — 
Gf.orgk  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  ( "  ampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Fishing  exceed- 
ingly good  just  now.  A  great  many  large  baskets  of  trout 
caught  during  the  pist  week,  also  a  couple  of  fins  salmon. 
— H. 
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Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  has  been  refreshed 
with  some  very  nice  showers  of  rain.  The  weither  has 
been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  the  fish  have  been 
more  on  the  move,  and  have  taken  the  fly  well.  There 
have  been  a  good  few  rods  out,  and  the  best  flies  are  the 
Blue  Dan,  Stone  Fly,  Cowdun?,  Iron  Blue,  Red  Spinner, 
Yellow  Dun,  and  Little  Brown.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
wind  got  into  east,  and  bad  for  sport.  Worm  fibhing  has 
hien  good,  the  fish  leiug  well  on  the  feed.  The  minnow 
has  been  tried  by  a  few  angler.s,  but  up  to  the  present 
sport  has  been  rather  quiet.  Fishing  on  Saturday  with 
the  Blue  Dun  and  Stone  Fly,  landed  six  good  trout, 
averaging  ^Ib.  each.  On  Monday  an  angler  with  the  worm 
took  four  trout,  |lb.  each.  With  Cowdung  and  Red 
Spinner  a  nice  lot  of  fish  were  taken  near  the  Castle.  In 
the  water  below  Ludlow  there  has  been  some  good  sport, 
and  some  fine  trout  landed.  Warm  weather  is  wanted, 
and  then  there  would  be  some  good  baskets  of  fish  landed. 
The  Onny,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running 
clear,  and  a  nioe  level  and  in  good  order.  With  the  worm, 
in  the  Corve  some  good  lots  of  fish  have  been  landed,  and 
sport  should  be  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  pait  is  running 
clear,  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  changeable,  with  storms  of  rain, 
then  bright  sunshine,  and  then  dull  cold  east  winds  have 
been  rather  against  good  sport  being  had,  Thg  fish  have 
been  rising  well  during  the  warm  days,  and  taking  fly  well, 
and  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out.  Sport  has 
not  been 'good,  but  some  very  nice  sized  trout  have  been 
landed,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  fish 
being  taken  in  this  part  if  the  weather  would  only  settle 
fine. — Worcester. 

TorcrosB  Iiey. — This  well-known  fishing  resort  is 
giving  some  good  sport  just  now.  Mr.  J.  Lane  has  had 
some  good  sport  with  paste,  rudd  fishing.  He  has  taken 
several  21b.  and  2|lb.  each.  Mr.  George  Vincent,  from 
Clapbam,  had  a  few  days  from  March  30,  and  had  good 
catches,  his  lirgest  ludd  was  21b.  2oz.  He  had  several 
over  IJlb.  This  week  the  sport  is  just  as  good.  You  can 
get  to  Torcross  by  coach  via  Dartmouth,  or  from  Kings- 
bridge,  both  of  which  are  on  the  G.W.  railway.  Coaches 
run  daily,  and  there  is  a  first-class  hotel  with  very  moderate 
chaigjs ;  there  is  no  charge  for  fishing.  Charges  inclusive 
83.  6a.  per  day.  Billiards,  golf,  tennis  and  quoits.  Write 
W.  Yiclsery  for  pirticulars. 

Usk  (Ataergavenny).— River  has  been  in  good  order, 
and  anglers  have  been  suocestful,  Mr.  Pritchard,  Angel 
Hotel,  especially  so,  having  taken  two  fish  in  one  day 
weighing  13Jlb.  and  23 Jib.  Mr.  Poulett  has  caught  several 
salmon  and  baskets  of  trout ;  [other  gentlemen  have  also 
had  good  sport.  It  is  sad  to  record  the  death  of  a  young 
lad  aged  fitteen  years  who  went  to  fish,  having  only  taken 
his  licence  that  day  (Thursday  April  27th).  It  is  evident 
that  he  has  been  drowned,  as  his  cap  was  found  in  the 
water  far  below  where  he  is  supposed  to  have  fallen  in. 
The  body  has  not  yet  been  found,  although  a  lot  of  searchers 
have  tried  their  best  in  that  direction.  Greatcredit  isdue 
to  Mr.  Cashel  iwater  bailiS),  also  Mr.  Edgar  Morgan  and 
Mr.  P.  Barber,  who  with  a  boat  and  poles  searched  the  pools 
for  about  two  miles  or  mora  on  Sunday  last.  Great 
sympathy  is  felt  for  the  boy's  family.  (Mr.  T.Williams 
of  Llanfoist  is  the  unhappy  father). — E.  Delafield. 

Witham,  Ssc,  (laia-Iiiucoinshire).— Anglers  will 
now  be  stirring  themselves  in  the  trout  districts.  May 
opened  cold  and  showery,  but  surely  we  shall  soon  have  a 
change.  Vegetation  and  spring  blossoms  are  showing 
themselves,  and  a  fair  quantity  of  flies  are  seen  in  the 
sunshine  when  we  have  it.  From  the  Wold  district  we 
hear  of  a  few  captures,  but  these  chiefly  with  grub  or 
worm.  Cow  Dung  flies  are  cut  in  force,  and  these,  with 
the  early  imitations,  should  prove  effective.  Water  there 
is  in  fine  trim.  Round  about  Grantham  also  things  are 
improving,  and  anglers  should  be  having  better  luck  on 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Witham.  Becks  in  that  direction 
are  in  satisfactory  trim. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Deiwent  (Derbyshire).— During  the  past 
week  the  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  has 
caused  angling  to  be  very  uncertain.  A  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  Wye,  and  on  some  days  have  done 
fairly  well ;  and  on  another  day  very  poor  sport,  when  a 
cold  north-east  wind  has  prevailed,  and  rain  fallen  in 
torrents  at  intervals.  The  Derwent  has  also  had  a  fair 
number  of  rods,  both  fly  fishermen  and  bottom  anglers  as 
well.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  this  river,  Hathersage  and 
Chats  worth  Fisheries,  a  few  nice  baskets  have  been 
obtained  ;  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  fly 
fishing.  The  Darley  Dale  Club's  portion  of  the  Derwent 
has  yielded  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout.  Mr.  Browne  on 
three  occasions  took  one  and  a  half  brace  each  day.  The 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has 
yielded  the  b'st  fish.  A  member  fishing  near  the  weir, 
Matlock  Dale,  landed  one  brace  of  trout,  which  turned  the 
scale  at  31b.,  several  others  obtaining  a  few  nice  fish  from 
this  water.  On  Friday  two  gentlemen  from  Nottingham, 
fishing  on  the  Lovers'  Walk  side  of  the  iDerwent,  landed 
four  brace,  one  of  these  2|lb.,  the  lot  weighing  8ilb.  Mr. 
King  on  Monday  night,  from  his  balcony,  has  again  taken 
a  very  pretty  Loch  Leven  trout.  Several  nic )  trout  have 
also  been  taken  with  the  fly  below  Cromford.  This  well- 
stocked  purt  of  the  Derwent  promises  well  for  this  scaion. 
The  prosp(c  v  for  the  next  few  days  is  good,  as  the  water  is 
now  in  order  for  the  fly.  Olive  Dun,  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Granuom  Sand  Fly,  and  Claret  Bumbles  will  be 
found  usetul. — Dotthrel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— 
The  promise  of  springlike  weather  we  had  for  a  day  or 
two  last  week  was  not  maintained.  April  left  us  with 
three  degrees  of  frost  andaoovoiiug  of  snow  on  the  higher 
range  of  liills.  This  was  followed  by  rain,  and  May  Day 
was  as  wretched  and  unlike  the  proverbial  one  on  which 
the  maidens  were  Eupposed  to  go  out  and  bathe  their  face) 


in  the  dew  to  increase  their  beauty,  and  add  to  their 
charms  ;  and  since  then  the  weather  has  been  on  the  whole 
far  more  like  March  than  May,  the  winds  from  the  north 
and  north-east,  with  a  thunderstorm  now  and  again,  being 
doubtless  the  cause  of  a  falling  off  in  sport  with  the  fly. 
Some  good  dishes  have,  however,  fallen  to  the  share  of 
several  angle;  s  in  the  Upper  Yore,  &c.    I  hear  visiters 
staying  at  the  Crown  have  done  well,  principally  with  the 
minnow  and  running  worm.    Sport  has  not  been  good 
in  the  river  between  Bainbiidge  and  Middleham,  or  in 
the  Cover,  few  anglers  getting  anything  like  a  good 
basket.    Prom  Masham,  Mr.  W.  Jackson,  nephew  of 
the  late  J.    Jackson,    of   "Practical  Angler"  fame, 
writes  me  that  only  moderate  dishes  have  been  made, 
although  the  water  has  been  in  good  trim.  Little 
has  been  done  in  the  upper  Swale,  the  fish  there  being  still 
backward  in  point  of  condition,  and  not  many  anglers  out 
in  consequence  of  the  ungenial  weather.    The  most  killing 
flies  have  been  the  Woodcock,  and  Orange,  and  Brown 
Owl.    As  far  as  the  tributaries  of  the  river  are  concerned, 
fiir  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Hedale  Beck  and  EUerbeck, 
a  Northallerton  angler  getting  an  exceptionally  fine  basket 
of  twenty-two  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Dobbin  has  also  done  well 
with  the  March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun  flies.   At  Newton-le- 
WillowB  Sergt.  Brown  has  had  fair  sport,  a  remark  applying 
to  several  members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club  who  have  fished 
the  Codbeck.   Several  anglers  did  well  up  the  Wharfe  at 
the  week  end,  and  dishes  from  twelve  to  fourteen  fish 
were  made  at  Collingham  on  Saturday,  and  again  on 
Monday.     William   Richardson   has  done  well  on  the 
Ilkley  Club  waters  with  the  minnow,  and  Mr.  Leach  with 
the  fly  ;  and  on  anotlffer  reach  of  the  river  I  hear  of  a  big 
catch  with  the  fly,  eight  of  the  trout  weighing  nearly  as 
many  pounds.    Capt.  Binney,  of  H.M.S.  Galatea,  has  had 
good  sport  in  the  Dove,    So  has  Mr.  D.  Storr,  of  Kirby 
Moorside,  he  one  day  getting  ten  trout,  weighing  over  51b. , 
with  the  natural  minnow.    Another  gentleman  caught 
eight  fish  with  the  Phantom  minnow.    Mr.  J,  C.  Frank, 
of  Kirby  Moorside,  writes  me  that  the  River  Dove  Angling 
Association  is  doing  well.    They  do  not  intend  to  over- 
crowd the  fishing,  but  tickets  for  the  day  will  be  issued  in 
limited  numbers  at  the  usual  charges  during  this  season  at 
2j.  61I.,  and  minnow  fishing  will  not  be  discontinued. 
Bottom  fishing,  however,  is  restricted  to  the  lower  baats 
after  Oct.  1.    Full  particulars  of  this  water  will  be  found 
in  the  new  edition  of  "Jackson's  Practicil  Fly  Fisher  " 
price  7s.  6d. ,  and  intending  visitors  should  put  themselves 
in  communication  with  the  hon.  secretary,  J.  C.  Frank, 
Esq.,  the  Bank,  Kirbymoorside.    As  I  close  this  letter  all 
the  Yorkshire  1  ivers  are  in  good  order  for  angling,  and 
J.  Blades  writes  some  heavy  baskets  of  trout  were  caught 
with  the  minnow  on  the  Upper  Yore  yeste  diy,  and  that 
the  bjst  flies  for  that  district  are  the  Brown  Owl, 
Woodcock,  and  Orange   and  Waterhen  Bloa. — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph. — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  now  in  a 
fine  trim  for  fly  fishing,  but  the  north-east  wind  is  bitterly 
cold,  and  the  natural  flies  that  should  be  plentiful  at  this 
time  of  the  year  are  still  very  scarce.  A  change  in  the 
wind  is  all  that  is  required  for  good  sport.  Some  good 
dishes  of  trout  were  caught  yesterday  with  the  natural 
minnow  fished  on  Ariel  tackle. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Uddle.  —  The  weather  is  still 
unsettled  in  Eskdale  and  Liddlesdale,  and  rain  has  been 
falling  at  intervals,  causing  the  waters  to  rise  considerably. 
Bait  fishing  commenced  this  week,  atd  a  good  many  rods 
have  teen  out  all  along  both  liters.    The  prospects  of 
sport  are  now  fairly  good,  as  sea  trout  are  showing  them- 
selves in  the  lower  reaches,  and  catches  in  the  Solway  are 
improving  daily.    In  the  lower  reaches  several  clsan  new- 
run  sea  trout  have  been  caught  below  Longtown  by  some 
anglers  from  Carlisle,  while  Mr,  Mason,  Rockliffe,  had  a 
beauty  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water,   A  Longtown  angler 
also  caught  one  below  the  bridge.     Two  have  been 
got  in  the  Netherby  water.    Another  angler,  a  visitor, 
had  a  run  with  a  salmon  at  Lynefoot,  but  lost  it, 
much  to  his  grief.    One  has  been  get  in  the  Willow 
Pool.   Not  much  has  been  done  in  the  Canonbie  water  as 
yet  with  the  exception  of  a  few  takes  of  yellow  trout, 
which  now  show  a  great  improvement.    Several  rods  have 
been  out  in  the  Langholm  water,  and  have  done  well  with 
yellow  trout,  most  having  been  got  with  fly.    Some  of  the 
local  anglers  have  done  fairly  well  with  burn  trout  in  the 
Ewes,  which  is  a  handy  stream  for  Langholm  anglers,  and 
alsD  for  visitors  to  the  "Macule  toon."     Some  small 
baskets  have  been  got  in  the  Broomholm  water  below 
Skipper's  Bridge,  and  an  odd  yellow  trout  has  been  taken 
from  the  Tarras.   The  weather  is  cold,  and  sea  trout  will 
hardly  rise  to  the  fly  to  any  extent  ere  a  fortnight  elapses. 
Fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  between 
Newcastleton  and  Kershope  Foot,  Mr.  Lawson,  Edin- 
burgh, had  two  and  a  half  dozen  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Boa, 
Edinburgh,  had  a  basket  of  three  dozen ;  Mr.  Oliver  had 
two  dozen  below  Hermitage;  Mr.  F.  Armstrong  had  two 
dozen  below  Newcastleton.    In  the  lower  reaches  below 
Penton,  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Canonbie,  and  Mr.  Ballantyne 
have  made  good  baskets.    Several  anglers  have  also  done 
well  in  the  Inch  and  Damfoot  pools.    There  has  been 
little  done  either  in  the  Willow  or  Cauldron  pools,  the 
commencement  of  the  Double  water.    At  time  of  writing 
both  Esk  and  Liddle  a^e  in  fairly  good  angling  trim.  Mr. 
Fasson,  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Lang- 
holm, his  had  good  baskits  of  yellow  trout  in  Bsk,  Liddle, 
Tarras,  and  Ewes.     Mr.  Thompson  had  close  on  4lb. 
yellow  trout.    Mr.  McMillan  had  a  niee  basket.  The 
following  have  had  fair  baskets:  Messrs.  D.  McDougal, 
T.  Aitken,  C.  Iloe,  and  W.  Uarkness.   Mr.  Ross  hid  two 
dozen  at  a  morning's  fishing.    On  Monday  Mr.  MoKnne 


had  a  basket  of  twenty-six  yellow  trout  in  Canonbie  water. 
Water  running  high  ;  weather  still  cold. — Gilnockie. 

Breadalbane  Arms  Ho. el  (Aberfeld>).  —  Mr. 
Sturrock,  of  London,  fishing  the  above  water,  caught,  on 
April  28,  six  trout,  4^1b.  ;  on  May  2,  seven  trout,  4ilb. 

Carrou  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  The 
weather  has  been  most  unfavourable,  and  though  a  great 
number  of  rods  were  out  sport  has  been  poor.  On  25th 
ult.,  Mr.  Marcus  landed  two  salmon,  of  91b.  and  lUb.,  on 
the  Balnagown  Aims  Hotel  water.  On  29th,  Dr.  Eley 
landed  an  S  pounder  ;  and  on  Tueediy  this  week,  Mr. 
Boosey  and  party,  from  Balnagown  Arms,  caught  a  nice 
trout  and  a  salmon  of  6Jlb.  on  Invercharron  water.  The 
nettings  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  are  still  rather 
unproductive. 

Deveron  (BanflFshire).— Although  rain  fell  heavily  of 
late,  this  river  has  been  in  pretty  good  condition,  a  tine 
black  water  running.  Anglers  have  been  enjoying  fair 
trout  fishing.  On  the  Gornichaugh  section  Mr.  P.  H. 
Latham  and  party  continue  to  have  good  sport.  On  the 
Marnocn  and  Auchingoul  sections  Mr.  H.  B.  Leatham  and 
Mr.  C.  A.  Leatham  are  also  enjoying  good  sport.  A  few 
fish  have  been  got  by  the  nets  on  the  river  during  the  night, 
but  there  is  comparatively  little  doing  by  the  fishermen 
during  the  day.  O  »ing  to  the  leaders  not  being  out  on  the 
sea  Over  Sunday,  the  previous  day  being  too  stormy,  there 
was  a  fair  yield  of  salmon  on  Monday;  ii  fact,  the  best 
that  has  been  since  the  opening  of  the  fishings.  On 
Monday  a  box  weighing  over  2cwt.,  and  on  Tuesday  one 
weighing  Icwt.  were  consigned  to  the  market.  The 
salmon  are  of  fair  size  and  good  quality.  No  grilse  have 
as  yet  been  reported  in  this  district,  but  we  hear  of  a 
couple  having  been  captured  in  the  nets  at  Portsoy,  about 
seven  miles  west  of  the  Deveron. — H.  W. 

Isla. — It  is  now  over  a  fortnight  since  the  angling 
season  opened  on  the  Isla  and  the  Forfarshire  streams, 
but  there  have  not  been  any  baskets  worthy  of  record  got. 
For  the  last  six  weeks  the  weither  has  generally  been  of  a 
wintry  character.  Snowstorms  have  been  frequent,  and 
winter  has  literally  been  carried  into  the  lap  of  May.  The 
wind,  which  has  generally  been  cold,  dry,  and  biting,  has 
been  persistently  either  from  the  north  or  east;  and  there 
has  been  little  of  insect  life  showing.  On  Wednesday  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tate,  Allerton  Beeches,  Liverpool,  fished 
Auchintaple  Pond  ;  but  the  weather  was  too  cold  and 
clear  for  good  angling. — lAseAiR. 

Loohleven  (ttinross). — The  weather  of  the  pist 
week  has  been  of  a  very  wintry  nature.  On  Monday 
there  was  quite  a  snowstorm,  and  on  Saturday  it  was 
blowing  a  gale  from  the  north-east,  and  very  little  was 
then  done  with  the  rod.  With  the  exception,  however,  of 
Saturday,  and  despite  the  very  cold  weather,  anglers  have 
been  getting  splendid  sport,  and  so  far  as  our  knowledge 
goes,  the  best  on  record  here  at  this  season.  The  Perth- 
shire Club,  with  sixteen  rods,  creeled  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  trout,  which  weighed  1031b.  7oz.  The  first 
prize  was  gained  by  Mr.  W.  McNicol,  who  had  twenty- 
eight  trout,  18lb.  80Z.  Second,  Mr.  S.  Steel,  sixteen 
trout,  101b.  loz.  Third,  Mr.  A.  Steel,  fifteen  trout, 
91b.  12oz.  The  other  clubs  which  competed  and 
were  less  sucsessful  were :  Edinburgh,  Cockbum,  Glas- 
gow, Wellshot,  Kelvinside  Academicals,  and  Midlothian. 
The  following  were  the  private  anglers  and  amongst 
others :  Capt.  Henderson,  Dr.  AUum,  Messrs.  Wells, 
MacKay,  Durward  Lely  and  son,  G.  G.  Donald,  G.  Ross, 
Young,  Brown,  Maodonald,  Dodds,  Dixon,  Fleming, 
Stewart,  D.  Macpharlane,  'Thomson  and  son,  Webster, 
Marshall,  Stenhouse,  Heaton,  Lister,  Lumsden,  Carr, 
Miller,  Bennet,  D.  Stewart,  J.  Mcintosh,  W,  Morton. 
During  April  there  were  caught  with  the  rod  1534  trout, 
1112|lb.  This  shows  a  citch  of  twelve  trout  per  boat 
compared  with  nine  trout  ^in  April  last  year,  though  more 
fish  were  captured  by  a  considerably  larger  number  of 
boats.  All  the  fish  last  month,  with  a  very  few  exceptions, 
were  killed  with  fly.— Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).— April  26,  Miss  Berger 
killed  a  nice  salmon,  17ib.  28th,  Mr.  Steel,  one,  191b. 
May  1,  Mr.  Thompson,  one,  231b.  2nd,  Mr.  Dymond, 
one,  l"lb. — H.  J.  Maissey. 

Iiyon  (Fortingall  Hotel,  Glen  Lyon,  Perth- 
shire).— Gentleman  fishing  from  the  hotel  (Mr.  Stewart) 
landed  a  beautiful  salmon  on  May  2,  weight  2Clb.  River 
in  ply. — Paul  MacPhail. 

Naver  (Bettyhlll,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Owing  to 
the  sad  death  of  Mr.  George  D.  Stibbard,  Syre  Lodge, 
and  of  22,  Stanhope-gardens,  Queen's  Gate,  London, 
whose  remains  were  removed  southwards  last  week,  only 
two  or  three  anglers  have  been  out.  On  24th,  Major 
Burnell  Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  a  salmon  on 
No.  2;  and  on  25th,  one  on  No.  3.  On  26th,  Mr.  Oats 
caught  two  salmon  on  No.  2.  On  27th  the  same  angler 
had  two  on  Nos.  2  and  3,  and  Mr.  Blood,  Skilpeck 
Lodge,  one  on  No.  1.  Mr.  Oats  was  out  on  28th,  and 
got  three  eilmon  on  Beat  No.  1;  and  on  29th,  two  on 
Nos.  1  and  2.— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Sport  has  been  fairly 
rife  on  all  sections  of  the  Dee  during  the  pist  week.  With 
settled  weather,  salmon  angling  would  now  be  at  its  best. 
Afresh  he  id  of  fish  cime  away  with  the  recent  floods, 
and  these  are  being  got  freely  on  some  of  the  lower  beats. 
Small  flies  are  now  the  order  of  the  day.  On  the  Braemar 
section.  Major  Shut  had  one  of  61b.,  on  the  Crathie 
water  ;  Mr.  Harris,  two,  of  71b.  and  23lb.,  on  the  Inver- 
cauld  private  water ;  while  Mr.  Lubbock  had  also  two,  of 
(Ub.  and  51b.  On  the  Cambus  O'May  section,  Mrs. 
Johnston  had  a  nice  salmon  of  191b.  ;  while  Mr. 
Griflith  had  two,  of  81b.  and  101b.,  on  the  hotel 
water  ;  and  Mr.  Wignelan,  one  of  91b.,  on  the 
Monaltrio  water.  On  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  Barclay 
had  five  fish  from  5Jlb.  up  to  171b. ;  Mr.  Laming,  one  of 
8ilb.  ;  Miss  Hibbert,  two,  SJlb.  and  5ilb. ;  and  Mr. 
Farrar,  three,  of  BJlb.,  81b.,  and  8Jlb.  Sport  has  also 
been  good  on  the  Aboyne  waters,  Capt.  Scott  creeling 
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three  on  Huntly  Arma  water,  of  "ilb.,  161b.,  and  81b.  ; 
Mr.  Crawehay,  five,  of  71b.,  91b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  91b.  ;  and 
Dr.  Murray,  two,  of  7Jlb.  and  71b.  On  Saturday,  Mr. 
Farrar  bad  two,  of  81b.  and  101b.,  on  the  Glen  water; 
and  Jlr.  Laming,  two,  of  71b.  and  91b.  On  the  Kincar- 
dine O'Xeil  section  sport  has  been  quite  rife,  and  prospects 
bright.  On  Dess  water,  Mr.  Davidson,  jun.,  of  Inchmarlo, 
creeled  one  of  Gib. ;  John  Harper,  two,  of  81b.  and  191b.  • 
Capt.  Staiaton,  five,  of  61b.,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  7ilb.,  and  81b. ; 
and  Harper,  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.  On  Carlogie  water, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Haslam  had  one  of  71b.  On  Ballogie  water, 
Mr.  L.  H.  Crake  had  one  of  61b.,  one  of  2-llb.,  two, 
of  6i\b.  and  71b.,  and  one  of  8 Jib.  On  Borrowstone 
water,  the  Earl  Lisbnrn  creeled  one  of  7i\h.  On 
Upper  Blackball  water,  Mr.  Davie  s  landed  two,  of  7|lb. 
each,  four,  scaling  61b.,  61b.,  7^1b.,  and  191b.,  while  he  bad 
five  for  previous  week,  of  61b.,  7ib.,  91b.,  lolb.,  and  191b. 
Mr.  Lawrence,  on  Commonty  water,  creeled  three,  of 
81b.,  81b.,  and  2llb.,  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.,  and  one  of  71b. 
On  Cairnton,  Mr.  Farley  had  groi  sport.  On  Durris 
water,  Mr.  Baird  and  party  creeled  two  fish  daily  on  an 
average.  On  the  Crathee  waters,  Caird  (keeper)  had  one 
of  171b.  On  Park,  Mr.  Fench  had  three  of  average 
weights,  and  Capt.  McLean,  five,  of  81b.,  91b.,  121b.,  lolb., 
and  181b.,  being  the  captain's  second  best  week  since  the 
opening.  On  the  Kingcaussie  and  Culter  sections  an 
occasional  fish  is  being  got. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — We  have  still  cold  weather  over 
the  south  of  Scotland,  which  is  retarding  sport  in  the 
rivers  of  the  district.  Practically  there  have  been  no  spring 
salmon  in  the  Solway  nets  for  a  week,  and  the  season  has 
proved  about  the  worst  ever  known  in  the  firth.  The 
following  are  the  reports  from  the  different  waters  of  the 
Solway  and  district :  The  Annan. — A  few  sea  trout  are 
now  ascending  this  river.  There  was  a  flood  on  Tuesday, 
as  also  on  Saturday.  With  the  water  in  good  order  for 
fiah  running  on  Sunday,  a  few  sea  trout  would  get  up 
while  the  nets  were  off  for  the  weekly  close.  The  keeper 
Dalziel  had  one  sea  trout  in  the  Hoddom  Castle  water, 
and  the  keeper  Macdonald  is  siid  to  have  landed  one  in 
the  Mount  Annan  portion  last  week.  Mr.  Hullett  killed 
one  in  the  AVamphray  portion  with  fly.  The  sea  trout  are 
not  running  in  heavy  weights  yet.  Some  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  higher  waters 
with  fly  and  worm.  Mr.  W.  A.  Bell-Irving  has 
had  some  very  fair  sport  with  fly  among  the 
yellow  trout  on  his  private  water  of  the  Milk.  In 
the  Four  Towns  water  Mr.  McLean  killed  a  spring 
salmon  of  lejlb.  with  fly._  Considerable  doubt  is  being 
expressed  about  these  spring  fish,  many  anglers  being  of 
opinion  that  mistakes  are  made  between  well-mended 
kelts  and  real  spring  fish.  The  Nith. — Angling  has  been 
very  quiet  on  the  lower  portion.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
waters  a  few  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Duke  of 
Bnccleuch's  stretch  below  Thornhill  Bridge,  and  also  in 
the  Scaur  water.  In  the  Cluden  and  Cairn  a  number  of 
rods  have  been  out,  and  some  fair  sport  obtained  on 
favourable  days  with  fly  and  worm.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  waters  are  in  the  best  of  order.  The 
Galloway  Kivebs.— Very  little  has  been  done  in  the 
rivers  of  this  district.  A  number  of  rods  have  baen  out 
on  the  higher  portions  of  the  Ken,  and  small  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  caught.  Nothing  is  reported  from  the  Dee 
of  Kirkcudbrightshire,  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  the 
Crr  of  Dalbeattie.  Ayrshire  Lochs.— Not  much  is 
being  done  on  the  lochs  of  Doon  and  Finlas.  There  has 
been  no  rise  of  fly  yet,  and  trout  hive  not  been  taking  at 
all_  well.  The  Solway  Deewent.— Much  melted  snow 
is  in  the  waters,  and  trout  have  not  been  rising  well  on  the 
Cockermouth,  Derwent,  and  the  Cocker.  Mr.  B.  Hewitt, 
on  Saturday,  had  a  nice  basket  of  burn  trout  in  the 
Cocker  with  the  worm ;  Mr.  J.  Sonhby  also  caught 
a  dozen,  vrith  the  worm,  in  the  same  river.  Mr. 
Matty  Thompson  had  several  nice  fishings  of  yellow 
trout,  with  the  fly,  on  the  Derwent  and  Cocker ; 
Mr.  J.  Grave  killed  seventeen  nice  trout ;  Mr. 
W.  Jackson  was  another  of  the  successful  anglers.  Mr. 
Tom  Moore  fished  Isle  Hall  water  and  had  a  good  basket 
of  fish,  one  of  his  trout  weighing  2|lb.  On  Wednesday, 
Dr.  Braithwaite  hid  a  capital  basket  of  eighteen  ;  and  a 
friend  along  with  him— a  rare  hand  with  the  fly  rod- 
killed  a  basket  of  thirty.  Mr.  A.  Coleman  killed  a  dozen 
in  the  Calder  water.  Mr.  John  Quiyle,  of  Ehen-side, 
caught  a  dozen  in  the  Ehen  with  worm,  one  of  his  trout 
weighing  IJlb.  At  the  time  of  writing  a'l  the  rivers  are 
in  excellent  order  for  trout  fishing.  The  Annan  Fishery 
Beard  have  given  instructions  to  the  water  bailiffs  to  net  the 
Antan  for  pike  and  coarse  fish. — Heatherhell. 

Spey.— Although  behind  the  average  for  April,  angling 
somewhat  improved  during  the  month  by  comparison  with 
March.  One  beat  yielded  five  salmon  in  one  day,  from 
121b.  to2.olb.,  and  another  six.  The  finncck  fishing  has 
been  only  indifferent  this  year,  but  sea  trout  are  promising 
pretty  well.  Seaward  from  Craigellachie  there  has  been 
some  good  brown  trout  fishing,  but  higher  up  the  river 
it  has  hardly  commenced.  Mr.  McCorquodale  has  arrived 
at  Tulchan  Lodge  for  the  spring  fishing.  The  unsettled 
weither  continues  to  tell  against  the  net  fishing  on  the 
coast.  In  the  Findhorn  district  salmon  netting  results  are 
still  far  from  satisfactory.  Finnock  and  sea  trout  angling 
have  been  fair  in  the  lower  waters,  and  the  brown  trout 
angling  very  enconraginj?.  Last  week,  on  the  Carron 
House  water  of  the  Hpey,  Mr.  Grant  killed  two  salmon,  of 
91b.  and  161b.  respectively;  and  on  the  Knookando  House 
water  Mr.  Shand,  fisherman,  had  one  of  71b.;  while  one 
of  91b.  wag  also  killed  on  the  Laggm  sec  ion. — J.  M. 

TwMd,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Biverr.— The 
conditions  generally  for  ten  days  back,  until  Motday  and 
Tuesday  of  this  week,  were  certainly  most  unfavourable 
for  both  trout  and  salmon  angling,  owing  to  the  stormy 
weather  and  the  disturbed  state  of  the  rivers.  Last  week, 
on  the  Tweed  in  the  Kelso  district,  Mr.  T.  Mairis. 
Workgop,  fishing  with  trout  fly  tackle,  hooked  ana 


successfully  landed  a  very  nice  71b.  clean  run  fish.  The 
same  gentleman  has  also  had  baskets  of  from  (Ilb.  up  to 
121b.  and  141b.  of  trout  on  the  Tweed  alone.  The  only 
other  captures  of  salmon  recorded  since  my  last  notes  were 
two  fish  killed  by  Capt.  French,  Tillniouth  Park,  on  the 
Tweed,  the  weights  of  which  were  respectively  81b.  and 
9Jlb.  On  Monday  we  had  a  very  heavy  downpour  of  rain, 
which  lasted  from  early  morning  till  evening,  but  this  did 
not  deter  some  enthusiasts  from  trying  their  hand  with 
fly,  and  baskets  of  from  21b.  upwards  were  got  during 
the  day.  Towards  evening  the  river  came  down 
in  a  2ft.  flood,  but  this  very  quickly  subsided,  and  on 
Tuesday  many  anglers  were  out,  and  met  with  good 
success.  On  the  Tweed,  on  Monday,  Mr.  John  Thomp- 
son had  a  splendid  basket  of  151b.,  some  of  his  trout 
being  from  lib.  up  to  about  21b.  each.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  J.  Stewart  had  121b.  on  the  same  tiver ;  while  Mr. 
Charles  Farquharson,  Kelso,  had  a  basket  of  four  trout, 
which  drew  the  scale  at  4 Jib.,  these  being  got  with 
minnow.  Mr.  George  Thomson,  Kelso,  has  had  takes 
of  from  61b.,  81b.,  and  101b.  On  the  Edea  a  few  nice 
baskets  have  also  been  killed.  Mr.  A.  Steel,  jun.,  on 
Monday  had  81b.,  on  Tuesday,  101b.,  and  on  Wednesday 
he  had  again  8jb.  In  the  Galashiels  district  of  the 
Tweed  some  capital  sport  haa  also  been  had  with  trout. 
Angling  in  the  Mertoun  water  last  week,  one  Galashiels 
angler  had  twenty-two  trout  and  two  grayling,  total  weight 
161b.  ;  another  day  he  had  thirty  trout,  weighing  181b.  ; 
besides  which  he  has  had  dishes  of  81b.,  121b.,  and  14lb. 
Angling  competitions  are  now  going  ahead  all  over  the 
Borderland.  On  Saturday,  the  Greenlaw  Club  (Berwick- 
shire) had  its  spring  compatition  on  the  Black  Adder  and 
tributaries.  Only  five  baskets  were  shown.  The  two 
heaviest  baskets  were,  by  the  rules  of  the  club,  deterred 
from  taking  the  highest  places  in  the  competition.  The 
same  day,  the  Preston  (Berwickshire)  Club  held  their  first 
competition  for  the  season  on  the  Whitadder,  when  there 
was  a  fairly  good  show  of  baskets  at  weighiig  time, 
some  of  the  best  dishes  being  got  on  the  upper  re  iches  of 
the  river.  The  Tweed  net  salmon  fishing,  both  on  the  sea 
coast,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  in  the  Tweed  itself, 
has  shown  just  the  slightest  improvement  during  the  week. 
Salmon  are  rather  more  plentiful,  but  trout  do  not  come 
in  such  numbers  as  could  be  wished  for. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — This  river  is  toning  down  and  trout  are  dis- 
posed to  rise  better.  I  understand  that  when  the  lease  of  the 
three  miles  stretch  of  water  between  Portna  and  Mova- 
nagher,  held  by  the  Bann  Angling  Club,  expires  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company  to 
open  it  to  licenced  anglers.  It  is  one  of  the  best  bits  of 
water  in  the  north  of  Ireland. — J,  A.  B. 

Belfast.— Trouting  on  the  dams  was  but  middling  in 
the  past  week,  owing  to  the  cold,  chilly  winds.  Fishing 
the  Cludy — a  small  mountain  stream  near  here — on  Friday, 
Sergt.  Eigleson,  Sergt.  Aiken,  and  Sergt.  Livingstone 
killed  a  dozen  trout  each;  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Magee, 
Mr.  Barry,  and  James  A.  Barlowe  had  some  success.  The 
previous  day  a  local  man  killed  on  this  stream  fifty-four 
trout,  which  weighed  20Jlb. — one  of  the  best  bags  made 
here  for  years — ^all  on  the  fly.- — J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — Since  last  report  we  had  only  five  days'  fishing 
weather,  and  any  who  got  out  on  these  days  had  very  good 
aport,  especially  on  Lough  Gara  and  Moylurg.  Mr.  J. 
Callaghan,  fishing  Moylurg  on  20th,  got  twelve  trout;  and 
on  27th  he  got  twenty,  which  weighed  111b.  Moylurg 
trout,  as  a  rule,  average  Jib.  Mr.  Penwick,  on  Gara, 
April  27,  killed  six  beautiful  trout.  Mr.  Cosgrove,  in  four 
days'  fishing  on  Gara,  killed  sixteen  trout,  one  61b.,  two 
.51b.  each,  two  41b.  each,  six  21b.  each,  one  IJlb.,  and  four 
lib.  each.  On  28th,  Mr.  Fenwick  killed  seven  trout  on 
Gara ;  and  Mr.  Thornboro  four  good  trout,  four  pike,  and 
one  perch.  29th,  Mr.  Fenwick  got  six  trout  on  Gara. 
30th,  Mr.  Poole  killed  five  trout  on  Gara,  and  Mr.  J. 
Callaghan  one  good  trout  on  Gara,  May  1,  Mr.  J, 
Callaghan,  on  Gara,  three  trout ;  and  on  May  2  he  got 
three,  largest  .31b.  May  2,  Mr.  Jones  killed  two  on  Gara, 
largest  41b.  The  rise  of  May  Fly,  I  believe,  will  be  a  bit 
later,  on  account  of  the  lakes  getting  up  about  Gin.  StiU, 
we  are  looking  forward  to  have  the  dapping  about  16th. — 
George  Taylor. 

Caragh  Lake  (Caragh).— Fishing  since  last  report 
has  been  very  good.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagshaw,  27th,  some 
good  trout,  one  over  21b.  weight;  28th,  one  and  a  half 
dozen  ;  29th,  four  dozen  and  two  ;  30th,  one  and  a  half 
dozsn,  and  Mr.  Woodhouse,  one  dozen  and  three;  1st 
May,  Mrs.  Bagshaw,  two  dozen.  Some  other  anglers  have 
had  some  good  baskets,  trout  running  to  a  large  size.  All 
these  anglers  ate  staying  at  the  Southern  Hotel. — G.  C. 

Cork  Biivers. — All  the  Cork  rivers  open  for  angling 
have  yielded  better  sport  since  last  report,  but  at  time  of 
writing  matters  are  not  getting  on  quite  as  well,  owing  to 
an  absence  of  favourable  winds. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (co.  Qalway).— The  Corrib  was  much  dis- 
turbed lately  by  wind  and  rain — so  much  that  angling  was 
interrupted  for  several  days.  Since  last  report,  Major- 
General  Dashwood  killed  three  fish  ;  Mr.  Ljdons,  five ; 
Mr.  Townsend,  two ;  and  some  other  fish  were  killed. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Cnmmetagli  and  Inney.— Sport  has  been  very  dull 
at  salmon  on  the  Cuoameragh,  though  the  fish  were  present 
in  good  numbers  in  the  deeper  pools.  Only  two  salmon 
were  had  here  last  week,  viz.,  one  of  91b.  and  one  of  7JIb. 
Trout  fishing  has  been  up  to  the  usual  standard  on  the 
Cnmmeragh,  and  very  good  on  the  Inney,  both  at  sea  and 
brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Bme  (Ballj shannon  and  BeHeek).— This  river 
is  now  in  fine  order  for  both  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  and 
a  number  of  anglers  are  arriving  from  England  to  try  their 
luck  on  it  this  week. — M.  Rooax  and  Sons. 

Imperial  and  Boyal  Hotels  Private  Waters 
(Balllna).— I  am  glad  to  say  that  there  is  every  prospect 


of  good  fishing  lioth  on  lake  and  river;  the  firet  run  of 
griiKO  have  come  into  the  river,  and  there  h»8  tieen  a 
number  of  them  tiken  in  the  net).  I  wou'd  r(comm«nd 
anglers  to  pay  a  vitit  to  Ballina  now.  The  gettlemen 
staying  at  Gortnorabtiey  have  ma/li;  some  good  biekets  of 
salmon,  trout,  and  pike.  On  April  27  Mr.  I/tlle  mad^  a 
nice  baskfrtof  trout,  the  largett  weighing  .'5^lb.  and  2Jlb.  ; 
on  the  following  day  he  killed  a  nice  ealmon.  On  the 
29th,  Mr.  Pye  killed  two  pike,  one  weighing  241b.  and  the 
other  121b.  Mr.  Macaulty  also  made  a  raiill  basket  of 
trout. — TiiK  Manager. 

Kerry  Biivers. — Sport  haa  improved  on  (he  majority 
of  the  Kerry  rivers  open  for  angling,  though  it  gtill  cannot 
be  considered  good  on  any  water,  ae  far  as  salmon  are  con- 
cerned. Sea  trout  are  arriving  in  average  numbers  in  the 
principal  rivers,  in  the  Caragh,  Cahercween,  Sneem,  and 
Waterville  districts.— T  J. D. 

Kiliamey. — Sport  has  been  generally  of  a  very  doll 
description  in  the  salmon  angling  department,  wlule  in 
that  of  trouting  matters  have  been  in  a  satiefactory  condi- 
tion both  on  lake  and  river.  On  the  mountain  lakes  spoit 
has  been  brisk. — T.  J.  I). 

Lee  (CO.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  excellent  fishing 
order  for  past  week.  The  following  have  been  enccessfnl : 
On  Ashton  Fishery,  O.  L.  Evans,  101b.  9Jlb.,  9;ib.,  91b., 
.^Ib.  On  Lee  Mount,  Mr.  T.  Crawshay,  7ilb ;  MissStang- 
f^ld,  7Jlb.,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  S.  Hajnes,  9Jlb.,  5Jlb.  On  Fargni, 
Mr.  Trojte,  61b.  On  Castlelynch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  81b. 
Capt.  de  Montmorency,  101b.  On  Oak  Grove,  H.  B. 
Stanley,  91b.,  81b.— W.  Hayxes  and  Sox. 

Lough  Conn  (Clonghans).  —  Dr.  Carpenter,  in 
eleven  days,  got  ten  salmon,  average  111b. ;  also  a  large 
trout,  9lb.,  together  with  some  handsome  baskets  of  trout, 
smallest  l|lb.  ;  got  also  a  jack  of  12ib.  Mr.  H.  J. 
Browne  got  some  vfry  nice  trout  from  Isflb.  to  31b.  Mr. 
McNabb  got  a  handsome  ta'ket  of  trout.  Mr.  Allen,  in  a 
few  days,  got  fourteen  trout,  average  lib.  Good  prospects 
for  coming  week. — Tom  Clarke. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  improved  somewhat  at  salmon,  and  continues  good  at 
brown  trout.  No  sea  trout  have  yet  been  had  by  anglers, 
though  many  are  supposed  to  have  arrived  already. 
Several  good  salmon  have  been  taken. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  SSelvin. — The  weather  was  moderate  during 
the  past  week,  and  sport  somewhat  improved.  The 
following  are  the  particulars  :  Colonel  R.  B.  Wilson  took 
one  salmon  of  9Jlb.  on  29th  ult.  ;  General  Jackson  took 
one  salmon  of  9ib.  on  28th  ult. ;  Mr.  A.  L.  Pike  took  one 
salmon  of  81b.  on  26th  ult. ;  Mr.  Mahon  took  one  salmon 
of  111b,  on  30th  ult.  ;  Mr.  J.  Humphrey  took  one 
salmon  of  SJlb.  on  29th  ult. ;  Mr.  J.  Slavin  took  one 
salmon  of  7Jlb.  on  1st  inst  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Henderson  took 
another  of  81b.  on  same  day.  The  weather  is  fine  at  time 
of  writing,  and  prospects  of  sport  for  next  week  and  Whit- 
suntide is  looking  very  promising.  Trouting  continued 
excellent  on  the  lake  since  last  report,  and  again  numerous 
baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  were  taken,  averaging 
in  weight  from  7ilb.  to  13Jlb.,  the  latter  being  the  heaviest 
basket  of  trout  taken  sirce  last  report.  A  few  trout 
(SaJ?(io/e)o.v  ),  weighing  3Jlb.,  31b.,  and  2flb.,  were  also 
taken  trolling.  Amongst  the  most  succssaful  trout 
anglers  were  the  Eev.  Wm.  Verner,  Messrs.  P.  Grimes, 
J.  Timoney,  Wm.  Neely,  W.  King,  Edwards,  R.  H.  Reid, 
and  W.  H.  Woods.— M.  Rogax  and  Sons. 

Lough  Slelvin  (Lower  Beaches,  Kinlough 
End).  —  Xotwithstanding  the  weighty  rainfalls  and 
slightly  discoloured  waters,  fair  sport  was  had  in  all- 
round  angling  departments.  On  April  25  Mr.  H.  Grant 
had  a  salmon  9|lb.,  and  on  the  27th  one  of  111b.  Mr. 
Hagan  also  had  one  of  lOjlb.,  and  on  the  29th  a  brown 
trout,  4|lb.  Amongst  the  trout  Messrs.  Gore,  Eushey, 
Johnston,  Bracken,  and  Jones  had  good  baskets  (daily. 
Now  is  the  best  time  for  intending  anglers  to  this  lake.— 
P.  Gallaghex. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Water 
in  splendid  order  ;  south  winds  ;  a  good  run  of  spring  fish 
on  the  river,  the  nets  and  weir  doing  well.  Mr.  W.  C. 
Wilson  rose  a  few  fish  on  Monday.  There  were  a  few  grilse 
got  in  the  nets  during  the  week.  Mr.  Schrcop  got  some 
trout  on  the  lough  on  Sunday.  Trout  fishers  at  Hungary 
Lodge  doing  well. — John  Devers. 

Ittoy  (Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen).  —  Cold  north 
wind  here,  and  fish  not  taking  well.  There  are  now  quite 
a  number  of  fish  to  be  seen  in  the  lower  poo's.  Dr.  Bates, 
one  salmon,  111b.,  one  grilse,  2|lb. ;  Mr.  C.  Hamilton,  one 
salmon,  131b.  Some  grilse  have  been  got  in  the  salmon 
nets.  The  lough  is  still  too  high  for  good  sport.  Mr. 
Manton  and  friend  had  thirteen  trout  in  three  days ;  Mr. 
Goaswell  had  ten  trout  in  three  days ;  Mr.  W.  Roberts 
and  friend  had  eighteen  trout  in  four  days.  All  the 
trout  averaged  over  lib.  Few  jack  have  been  got,  largest 
81b  —Pat  Hearne<. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killalos).  —  This 
week,  on  Parteen  reach,  below  Killalos,  where  the  broad 
river  sweeps  down  the  rocky  pavement,  Mr.  E.  G.  Twiss's 
fisherman,  Wm.  Barry,  killed  with  rod  a  magnificent 
freshly-run  salmon,  weighing  42|lb.  The  grand  fish  was 
tikenon  a  Kil!o3k,  and  gaveoveranhour'eintenselyexciting 
play.  For  a  great,  big,  lordly  springer  commend  me  to 
Mr.  Twiss's  Parteen  beat,  pariioularly  when  the  water  is 
high,  which  it  is  at  present.  Salmon  fishing  on  the  pre- 
serves below  the  bridge  almost  nil  this  week,  owing  to  high 
water.  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin  landed  on  Mr.  W.  Young's 
fishery,  which  he  has  rented  for  the  season,  a  fish  of  111b. 
Above  the  bridge  three  or  four  salmon  have  been  taken. 
With  the  appearance  of  the  Stone  or  Cinnamon  fly.  trout 
fishing  on  the  streams  will  improve. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (CastleconneU). — With  the  arrival  of  May 
the  weather  has  becotce  very  mild,  and  now  mitters  pisca- 
torial have  assumed  a  more  cheerful  aspect.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  tilled,  2G:h,  one  salmon,  141b. ; 
May  1,  one  salmon,  121b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  H.  Chapman 
killed,  26th,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  May  2,  one  salmon,  12lb, 
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On  Hermitage,  Mr.  F.  Cooper  killed  two  salmon,  lljlb., 
27ilb.,  on  28th.  On  Woodlands,  Major  C.  H.  Newington 
killed  one  salmon.  101b.,  May  2.  On  the  Erinagh  water 
the  fishermen  kiUed  one  salmon,  12Jlb.,  on  May  1. — J. 
Enright  and  Son. 

Tsv<j  ne  RiverSi— The  Blackwater  and  Ballinderry  are 
in  fair  order  for  fly  fishing,  though  on  both  trouting  was 
hut  middliog  this  week.  A  Newtonstewart  correspondent 
reports  favourably  as  t)  sport  on  the  Mourne.  At  the 
end  of  next  month  salmon  may  be  expected  in  the 
Mourne.— J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Iiakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Spoit 
continues  gocd  on  all  tbe  above  waters  at  brown  trout, 
but  no  sea  trout  have  been  taken  since  last  report, — 
T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^ixiuxes. 

May  7.   

Original  Olerkenwell :  Distribution. 
May  8. 

.  Albion  Brothers  :  A. B.S.  concert. 
Amicable  Waltonians  :  A. B.S.  concert. 
Dalston  :  Visit. 

Dibdin :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Friendship  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 

Globe  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
May  9. 

Blaokfriars  :  Supper. 

Cheltenham  ;  Dinner. 

Firm  and  True  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Golden  Barbel :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Holloway  :  Annual  dinner. 

Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Dinner. 

Thames  Ke-stocking  Association  :  Dinner. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Eovers  :  Lantern  lecture. 
May  10. 

AUason  United  :  Annual  dinner. 

Batteraea  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Annaal  dinner  and  concert. 

Eagle :  Annual  dinner. 

North  London  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

Westminster  :  Distribution  and  concert. 

White  Hart :  Annual  dinner. 
May  11. 

Junior  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Richmond  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
May  12. 

A. B.S.  :  Committee  meeting. 


May  14. — Islington  Brothers ;  Brake  outing. 

,,  15. — Clipham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution, 

,,  15. — Clissold:  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  15. — Prince  of  Wales  :  Distribution. 

,,  16. — Alma  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  16. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  16. — Blackfriars:  Visit. 

,,  16. — Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  Goodwin. 

,,  16. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  16. — Waggoners  :  Distribution. 

,,  17. — Amicable  Brothers;  Supper. 

,,  17. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  17- — Boston  :  Benefit  entertainment. 

,,  17.— Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,  17. — Islington  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  17. — Lincoln:  Supper. 

,,  17. — Phojnix  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  17. — Rojal  George  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  17. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,)  17. — West  Ham  Brothers :  Supper. 

,,  18. — Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  18. — Cobden  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  18. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  18. — St.  Albans:  Annual  dinner. 

,,  18. — Walworth  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  18. — Woolwich  Brothers  :  Annuil  dinner. 

,,  19. — Wellington  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  29. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  30. — Islington  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,  30. — Izaak  Walton  :  Sea  fishing  outinaf. 

,,  31. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Distribution. 


l^ejKttts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
ETeniue.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
B,EPOET  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association,— The  monthly  finance  com- 
mittee will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next.  May  8,  at  7.30, 
and  the  general  committee  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurnet. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  laet 
report  1  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
VZi.  Od.  Original  Olerkenwell,  £2  163.  3id.  Original 
Alexandra  Angling  Societies  donation  boxes.  At  the  last 
committee  meeting  two  api)lications  were  entertained,  and 
£16  granted.  The  next  committee  meeting  will  take  place 
on  Friday,  May  12,  at  8.30,  at  the  Foresters'  ITall,  Clerken- 
well-road.    Subscriptions  are  now  due. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Nu.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Dalston  A.S.,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow-street,  Daleton, 
on  Monday  next,  May  8,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
meeting. — G.  Manning. 


Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
Itist. — A  most  successful  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place 
on  May  1  to  the  Original  Olerkenwell  Piscatorials,  when 
the  following  seventeen  societies  were  represented  : 
Amicable  Waltonians,  Brothers  Well  Met,  Convivial, 
Crown  and  Buckland,  Noith  London,  Original  Olerken- 
well, Wenlocb,  Hoxton  Brothers,  West  Green,  Phrenix, 
Dalston,  Wellington,  Forest  Piscatorials,  North  Lambeth, 
Camden,  Globe,  and  Allason  United  Brothers  A  S.  Mr. 
Bouffler,  of  the  Phoenix,  was  chairman,  and  Mr.  Hill, 
secretiry  of  the  Original  Olerkenwell,  vice.  At  11  p.m. 
the  roll  was  called,  and  their  A.B.  box  contained  123.  Od. 
Harmony  followed.  Next  visit  and  data  later. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Albion    Brothers'    Angling    Society,  The 

Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney. — Oar  concert  in 
aid  of  the  A. B.S.  is  postponed  on  account  of  the  Dalstoa 
A.S.  return  visit  being  on  the  same  date,  and  I  hope 
brothers  will  not  forget  to  give  them  a  look  in  on  Monday. 
— C.  King. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.  W. — 
Tickets  for  our  ninth  annual  dinner  are  being  issued.  The 
secretary  will  receive  all  prize  money,  &c.,upto  and  includ- 
ing May  10.  But  cash  must  be  paid  before  8  p  m.  on 
May  10  Mr.  A.  R.  Mathews  has  consented  to  take  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Fitzroy-square,!  is  the  caterer. 
The  secretary  produced  list  of  winners  of  past  season,  and 
was  correct;.  I  tender  thanks  to  Mr.  Glaisher,  bookseller. 
High-street,  Notting  Hill,  for  his  prize,  a  2  Is.  book  of  the 
Thames,  which  I,  your  humble,  won.  We  aho  tender 
thanks  for  prizes  in  to  the  various  donors.  Messrs.  C. 
Wells  and  Ottei|Wheeler  had  flat  fish  on  April 30,  thelatter 
thirty-six  good-sized  flounders  and  some  eel  pout. — P.S. — 
The  251b.  pike  caught  by  our  member,  Mr.  Wells,  is  pre- 
served with  great  credit  to  Mr.  An8tiss,  and  is  on  view  at 
25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society ,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Pinsbury. — We  hid  a  good  meeting 
last  Wednesday,  when  some  very  good  bnsinesB  was  got 
througli.  Our  45th  annual  supper  takes  place  on  Wednes- 
day, May  17,  distribution  on  Wednesday,  June  14. — G. 
Haynes, 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Fox  and  French  Horn,  Olerkenwell  Green. — A  well 
attended  meeting  of  the  above  took  place  on  May  '■'>,  and 
some  important  business  was  transacted,  and  six  more 
prizes  added  to  the  already  long  list,  there  now  being 
foity-six  prizes  already  promised  for  the  coming  Eeason, 
and  we  have  a  lot  more  to  add  to  it  yet.  Mr.  Hender  was 
elected  a  working  member.  Will  members  please  note 
that  a  special  meeting  is  cilled  for  May  24.  The  dele- 
gates' report  from  the  central  was  well  received,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  passed  for  same.  I  hope  brother  anglers 
will  not  forget  our  smoker  on  Monday  next.  May  8.  for 
the  A.B.S.  I  shall  have  plenty  of  talent,  and  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade,  and  most  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  angling 
world,  wiU  be  present.  Tickets  have  been  sent  round  to 
most  of  the  clubs,  but  any  club  not  receiving  same  will 
please  take  this  as  an  invite.  The  members  desire  to 
express  their  deep  sympathy  with  the  widow  of  the  late 
Harry  Patnoan  in  the  sad  loss  she  has  sustained  in  the 
death  of  her  husband,  and  express  their  desire  to  respond 
to  any  appeal  that  may  be  made  on  her  behalf. — G. 
Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— Our  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Wednesday, 
May  17,  when  a  leg  of  mutton  supper  will  be  placed  on  the 
table  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  Mr.  J.  Bomer  was  elected  an 
honorary  member,  and  Mr.  W.  Marchant  was  proposed 
8S  a  working  member. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-roftd,  Battersea,  S.W. — I  should  feel 
obliged  if  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  would 
kindly  forward  them  by  Tuesday  next  if  possible.  Will 
all  members  please  attend  next  Tuesday  ?  Final  arrange- 
ments for  dinner,  &c.,  on  lGt;h  inst.  Some  capital  talent 
coming  ;  anticipate  a  grand  success.  Brother  anglers  and 
friends  very  welcome. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh,  Verona- 
street,  Battersea. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  had  much 
pleasure  in  nominating  two  new  members.  Will  members 
please  note  that  all  tickets  not  returned  by  May  7  will  be 
considered  as  sold  ?  Donors  of  prizes  will  oblige  by 
letting  the  secretary  have  them  by  same  date.  Our  second 
annual  dinner  takes  place  on  May  10  at  8.30  p  m.  sharp. 
Will  secretaries  please  note  change  of  address  ? — T. 
Tringham. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Sooietj,  The  Imperial, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E. — Our  meeting  of  members  on 
Wednesday  was  a  record.  I  am  pleased  to  say  we  have 
started  making  new  members  for  ensuing  season,  this 
being  our  last  night  of  the  old  season's  contributions.  Mr. 
C.  Stump  was  proposed  as  a  working  member.  We  shall 
be  pleased  to  welcome  brother  anglers  and  friends  at  our 
supper  or  concert  on  Tuesday,  May  9,  which  promises  to 
be  a  record  night  for  the  Blackfriars.  I  will  thank 
gentlemen  for  an  early  attendance.  Supper  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  chair ;  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  and  a 
host  of  talent  will  be  present. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Socieiy,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — An  adjourned 
special  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  May  7,  at  8  p  m. 
sharp,  when  all  members  are  particularly  requested  to 
attend.  The  twenty-seventh  annual  supper  takes  place  on 
Thursday,  May  18,  on  which  occision  the  chair  will  be 
occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Pailes. 
Will  members  and  friends  who  have  promissd  prizes 
kindly  forward  the  same  as  soon  as  possible,  and  oblige  ? — 
T.  Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  Wednes- 


day, May  17,  at  8  30  p.m.,  Messrs.  Taylor,  Ward,  and 
Jones  will  give  a  lantern  entertainment  (comic  only),  the 
proceeds  of  which  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of 
our  lite  esteemed  member,  Mr.  H.  Patman.  All  angling 
friends  are  requested  to  attend.  On  April  27  Mr.  Rundell 
captured  a  nice  trout  of  71b.  loz.  Our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  on  Wednesday,  June  7. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society  Doiley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  S.W. — On  April  26  (quarterly  night)  the 
usual  business,  viz.,  election  of  officers,  took  place.  Our 
esteemed  member,  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  who  was  absent 
through  illness,  was  agaia  elected  chairman.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday,  May  10,  when 
important  business  will  be  brought  on,  one  of  the  items 
being  Mr.  Couper's  proposed  cup. — C.  Ashly. 

Brnnswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Our  annual 
dinner  and  prize  distribution  will  take  place  at  the  above 
on  Tuesday,  June  6.  Will  members  clear  the  books  as 
soon  as  possible,  so  that  we  may  know  how  many  to 
provide  for  ?  A  smoking  concert  for  tbe  benefit  of  our 
brother  member,  G.  Foster,  better  known  as  "  Old 
Uncle"  (who  has  been  in  ill-health  some  time),  will  be 
held  on  'Tuesday,  June  13,  when  we  trust  all  friends  and 
members  will  rally  round,  and  give  him  a  bumper  benefit. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting,  viz  , 
Tuesday.— F.  Randall. 

Bungay  Chaucer  Angling  Society,— The  annual 
prize  distribution  and  smoking  concert  was  held  at  the 
King's  Head  Hotel,  Bungay,  on  April  26.  The  president, 
Mr.  R.  C.  Clay,  presided,  and  presented  the  prizes  for  the 
past  season.  Same  very  good  catches  of  roach  have  been 
taken  during  the  year,  the  largest  fish  being  21b.  3oz.  The 
prize  offered  by  the  president  for  the  largest  pike  taken 
was  won  by  Mr.  W.  Cubitt.  A  very  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent. — F.  Preston. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  Jasies- 
street.  High-street,  Camden  "Town,  N.W. — I  must  remind 
members  last  Wednesday,  May  3,  was  half-yearly  night. 
Our  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  is  fixed  for  June  7. 
I  hope  members  vpill  turn  up  next  Wednesday,  as  we  have 
some  important  business  to  transact. — E.  Boxall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Our  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  May  15,  at  8.30. ;  tickets,  28.  6d.  each.  All 
unsold  tickets  to  he  returned  by  May  10,  or  will  be  con- 
sidered sold.  Our  balance-sheet  was  accepted  as  read.  I 
am  very  pleased  to  say  that  this  society  is  in  a  good  sound 
financial  position.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  it  donors  of 
prizes  will  kindly  forward  on  same  as  soon  as  possible. — 
G.  T.  Jame.'^on. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Tickets  are  going  well 
for  our  dinner  and  concert  on  Wednesday,  May  10,  at  7.45. 
Mr.  E.  Loyd  will  occupy  the  chair,  and  amongst  others 
who  have  consented  to  contribute  towards  tbe  harmony  of 
the  evening  are  Messrs.  R.  Richardson,  F.  Woods,  J. 
Darney,  F.  Finch,  "  Chivers  and  Martin,"  A.  Cave,  F. 
Alberts,  J.  McMahon,  W.  Owers,  &c.  Mr.  Wade  has  also 
promised  to  put  in  an  appearance.  Lists  of  tickets  must 
be  handed  in  on  May  7.— S.  Violet. 

Clissold  Angling;  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Our  supper  takes  place 
on  May  15,  and  distribution  of  prizes.  All  members  are 
requested  to  give  in  prizes  by  Tuesday  next.  Tickets  for 
supper  to  be  obtained  at  clubhouse. — F.  Faulkner, 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C. — On  May  3 
Mr.  Richardson  and  H.  Wright  audited  the  accounts  of 
the  society,  when  everything  was  found  perfectly  correct, 
and  the  balance  sheet  duly  passed.  It  will  be  read  to  the 
members  at  the  annual  general  meeting  on  May  17.  The 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  31.  Mr. 
A.  B.  Francs,  the  ex-champion  long  distance  swimmer, 
will  occupy  the  chair  on  that  evening. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  May  2  there  was  a  full 
attendan^,  when  all  arrangements  were  made  for  our 
annual  dinner,  which  will  take  place  on  June  4,  at  the 
Black  Rabbit,  Arundel.  Members  intending  to  be  present 
must  let  the  secretary  know  not  later  than  Tuesday, 
May  9.  We  also  voted  5s.  towards  the  netting  fund. 
Societies  please  note  that  our  return  visit  takes  place  on 
Monday,  May  8  ;  all  anglers  and  friends  will  meet  with  a 
hearty  welcome. — S.  Malhv. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Fratt- 
street,  N.W. — Wednesday  meeting  quite  chirpy;  nothing 
of  any  great  importance  except  supper,  for  whi  ;h  we  hope 
to  have  Mr.  Ball  (Conservative  Association)  in  the  chair, 
assisted  by  our  president,  Mr.  W.  Clatworthy.  Tickets 
23.  6d.  to  members  and  friends. — J.  Edwards. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Our  annual  dinner 
aud  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Thursday, 
May  18.  All  prize  givers  please  send  them  soon  as 
possible. — W.  Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham. — 
The  annual  dinner  of  this  society  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  the  Red  Lion,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  E.  T. 
Elder  (president)  in  the  chair,  when  we  hope  as  many 
members  and  friends  as  possible  will  attend.  The  annual 
general  meeting  has  been  adjourned  to  the  17th  inst., 
when  the  ofllcers  for  ensuing  season  will  be  elected. — 
W.  J-  Price. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth.  —  On  May  9  we  hold  our 
annual  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes.  We  have  some 
good  talent  for  this  occasion,  and  1  hope  to  see  many  old 
friends  to  support  us  on  this  occasion,  it  being  the  last 
time  I  shall  be  acting  as  secretary,  as  I  am  resigning  the 
secretaryship, — T.  Rosseb. 
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Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Grate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate,  E. — At  our  anDnal  general 
meeting  on  April  20  it  was  decided  to  abolish  gross  weight 
club  prizes,  and  sizes  of  all  tish  were  considerably 
increased,  from  2in.  to  Sin.  over  Lea  standard  in  some 
cises.  As  the  balance-sheet  shows  a  decent  amount  to 
start  the  new  eeason  I  hope  members  will  attend  on  the 
10th  inst.  to  arrange  prizes,  &c  — H.  F.  C. 

Fritndsbip  Ang^iing  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Mitohel-street,  St.  Lukes. — On  May  8  a  smoking  concert 
wUl  be  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  Thames  preservation 
fund,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  secretary  of  the 
Central  Association,  will  ocoupy  the  chair  ;  vice,  Mr.  C. 
Watliug,  Great  Northern  Brothers.  I  hope  they  will  be 
well  supported  from  clubs.  Pianist,  Mr.  F.  Morley. — J. 
Levien. 

Giobe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Bussel,  Isledon-road, 
N. — We  hold  oui  twentieth  annual  supper  and  prize 
distribution  on  May  8.  Sapper  served  at  8  30  sharp. 
Donors  of  prizes  wUl  greatly  aid  the  distribution  by  handing 
them  to  the  secretary  on  May  7. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Bazbel  Angling  Socitty,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital.  —  Members 
can  clear  books  and  get  supper  tickets  from  Mr.  Kiog  up 
to  May  7.  Supper  at  fight  o'clock  sharp.  I  hope  to  see 
agoodrcom  full  of  the  angling  fraternity,  who  will  be 
made  welcome. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  annual  supper  takes 
place  on  May  29.  I  hope  members  will  attend  next 
Wednesday  for  special  business. — C  Smith. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — A  general  meeting  called 
for  next  Monday  evening,  as  a  lot  of  business  has  to  be 
transacted,  also  the  names  to  be  taken  for  the  supper, 
which  takes  place  on  June  5. — A.  E.  Payne. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  HoUoway-road,  N. — We  had  a  well  attended 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  and  final  arrangements  were 
made  for  our  annual  dinner,  which  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  9,  Mr.  F.  Clay  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  E.  Steinhart  in 
the  vice.  Mr.  J.  Johnson  has  charge  of  the  musical 
portion,  and  has  arranged  a  well  varied  programme. 
.  Tickets  are  going  well,  and  a  successful  evening  is  assured. 
The  trout  season  has  not  opened  too  well,  one  brace  only 
having  been  hooked,  they  having  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
Steinhart.  One  weighed  lib.  Ooz.,  and  the  other  lib.— A. 
Clayton-. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — WUl  members  kindly  note 
that  next  Tuesday  will  be  the  last  night  to  settle  who  is 
going  with  us  to  the  outing  to  Parndon  on  May  14,  as  the 
books  must  be  clear  ?  The  prizes  are  not  coming  in  very 
fast  — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Jubilee  Angl  ng  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne 
road,  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  very  fair  meetings.  We  have  finally  arranged,  instead 
of  a  supper,  to  have  a  smoking  concert  and  distribution  of 
prizes  on  June  .T  in  aid  of  the  A.B.,  trusting  the  various 
clubs  will  give  us  their  kind  support  on  that  occasion. — G. 
Bence. 

Limehonse  Piscatorial  Society,  Silver  Tavern, 
Burdett-road,  E. — This  society  is  now  considering  the 
desirability  of  renting  a  private  water,  and  all  members 
are  asked  to  attend  the  meeting  house  on  Friday  next  to 
receive  particulars  of  the  same. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — I  hone  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  members  on  Wednesday  next,  that  being  general 
clearing  night  of  season.  Sapper,  May  17.  Members  who 
have  promised  prizes  will  oblige  by  forwarding  same  at 
their  earliest  convenienoe. — W.  Watling. 

Idverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — In  conseouenoe  of  close  time  fishing  for 
coarse  fish  is  almost  a  dead  letter,  many  anglers  religiously 
observing  the  regulations  of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act 
very  strictly.  Many  fishermen  may  not,  however,  be  aware 
of  the  exemptions  provided  by  the  Act,  the  main  one  being 
that  these  fish  may  legally  be  taken  during  the  above  period 
providing  the  permission  of  the  o^ner  of  the  fish  or  the 
boards  of  conservators  has  been  given.  This  is  the  case 
with  the  river  Vyrnwy,  which  is  simply  full  of  pike,  perch, 
chub,  roach,  dace,  &o.,  and  it  ii  for  the  protection  of  trout 
that  thu  c'jurce  hai  been  adopted.  Grayling  are  also 
looked  upon  as  enemies  to  the  prosperity  of  trout,  and  so 
thete  may  also  be  taken  and  kept.  The  principal  p-ize  at 
our  last  week's  outing  was  won  by  Mr.  T.  White  with 
trout,  bat  they  were  in  very  bad  condition,  looking 
siraply  like  pieces  of  stick,  so  emaciated  were  they. — R. 

WOOLFALL. 

Liverpool    East    End  Angling  AsEooiatim, 

Conrt  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row. — A  few  members 
of  the  association  during  the  past  week  have  been  doing 
good  work  at  Bromboro',  on  the  waters  rented  by  the 
association,  in  placing  c'oae  on  200  fish  in  the  ponds.  The 
pavilion  also  has  undergone  an  overhauling  by  a  practical 
man,  a  member  who  hag  the  best  thanks  of  thfl  members. 
Mr.  .1.  Parks,  whilst  fishing  in  Montgomeryshire,  took  a 
grand  basket  of  trout,  weighing  about  l.^lb.  Members  and 
correspondents  please  note  change  of  secretary's  address 
from  47  to  19,  Melrose-road,  Kirkdale,  Liverpool. — James 

PiRY.SOLDS. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colte-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
Our  A.B.S.  concert  was  a  great  succejs,  the  room  being 
filled,  and  the  sum  of  £2  Ifis.  3d.  found  in  the  box.  I  beg 
to  thank  those  who  attended  and  contributed  to  the 
harmony^  which  was  kept  going  till  closing  time.  Our 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  next  month. — G.  Barrs. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Sutt/)n  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
May  1  seventeen  clubs  were  represented,  when  some  good 
talent  wa«  provided  by  the  following  artistes  -.  Messrs. 


Broughton,  W.  Stretch  (North  London),  W.  Bavil 
(Pliiimix),  Booth,  Freeman,  and  Isaacs  (Original  GIorkoQ- 
well),  Canton,  Hambleton,  and  a  host  of  others  Mr.  H. 
Abrahams  also  spoke  on  bshalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent. 
—A.  Hill. 

Peckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Sumner-road,  Peckham — A  special 
meeting  will  be  held  on  May  7.  I  trust  every  member 
will  be  present,  and  that  members  and  friends  will  not 
forget  our  annual  dinner  on  May  11.  The  pre«dent,  Mr. 
H.  E.  Reed,  will  be  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harold 
Coleman  in  the  vice-chair. — Geo.  Btiierinoton. 

Phoenix  Angiin<  tSoolecy.The  L'avistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — Members  and  friends  who  are  coming 
to  our  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  on  May  17, 
please  let  me  know  by  May  13.  There  is  a  little  butinees 
to  Battle  before  that,  so  members  are  requested  to  show  up 
next  week. — R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Our  annual  prize 
distribution  takes  place  on  May  15,  thus  giving  donors  of 
prizes  time  to  forward  the  same  on  or  before  that  date. 
As  the  programme  is  rather  long,  businesi  will  be  started 
at  8  30  sharp.  Members  of  the  different  angling  societies 
will  ba  welc'  med  on  that  evening  by  W.  B. 

Qneen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  the  2nd  inst.  we  had  a 
very  good  muster  of  members,  when  the  final  arrange- 
ments for  our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes,  to 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  intt.,  were  completed. 
We  made  three  more  new  members,  in  fact  the  few 
vacancies  are  expected  to  be  tiken  up  in  the  course  of  the 
next  two  weeks ;  then  the  club  reaches  its  limit  of 
members. — Geo.  Keene. 

Richmond  Angling  Society,  Sua  Inn,  Fark- 
ehot,  Kew  Foot-road,  Richmond-on-Thames. — The  third 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above 
society  takes  plac9  on  Thursday  evening.  May  11,  at 
eight  o'clock. — H.  E.  Gaynor. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington. — Oar  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
Thursday,  ]\[ay  18.  Will  members  please  attend  next 
Wednesday  to  make  final  arrangements  and  settle  all 
prizes. — W.  A. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
outing  wiU  take  place  on  June  4  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel, 
Arundel.  We  meet  at  the  club  house  next  Wednesday  to 
discuss  further  arrangements.  Will  members  please 
attend  ?  Will  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  to  the 
club  please  forward  them  on  for  distiibution  on  June  4. — 

G.  G. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  Piscatorials  Insti- 
tute, Rotherhithe  New-road. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
concert  takes  place  next  Monday  at  8  o'clock  sharp  in 
the  hall  of  the  above  institute,  and  should  be  pleased  to 
meet  all  members  on  Friday  night,  M  ly  5,  9  o'clock,  to 
settle  and  make  complete  arrangements.  Any  member 
who  is  unable  to  attend  on  Friday  I  hope  he  will  be  on  the 
spot  in  good  time  on  Monday  without  fail.  We  have  a 
good  programme  arranged. — J.  H.  Davies. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  May  16,  at  the  Blackfriars  A.S.,  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-street. — Ale.  Painter. 

Snudial  Angling  Societiy,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  our  last  meeting  Messrs. 
Bearing  and  Stanitord,  of  the  Prince  Albert  Angling 
Society,  attended  to  present  a  petition  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  to  get  the  railway  company  at  Willesden 
Junction  to  issue  privilege  tickets.  Members  are  requc  sted 
to  attend  next  Wednesday  night  to  sign  same.— C.  E. 
Lock. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embalmment. — We  had  a  fair  meeting  on  the  2nd,  Mr. 

H.  Walton  in  the  chair.  Members  please  notice  the  books 
must  ba  cleared  by  May  9.  The  distribution  takes  place 
on  May  ir>.  All  those  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes 
and  not  yet  forwarded  them  on,  if  they  wiU  do  so  by  that 
data  I  shall  be  extremely  obliged. — H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— Our 
annual  dinner,  which  promises  to  ba  a  great  success,  takes 
pldca  on  Thursday,  May  18.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  A.S.,  has  promised  to  take  the 
chair,  and  with  a  host  of  good  talent,  including  Mr. 
Norton  Greenop  and  troupe,  we  hope  to  spend  a  very 
enjoyable  evening.  Members  please  apply  for  tickets  at 
once.— W.  Wray. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— We  have  a  sapper 
on  May  17,  at  7  30  p  m.  Tickets  to  be  had  of  the 
secretary  or  of  Mr.  F.  Homer.  All  applications  to  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  The  club  meeting  to  take  place 
the  week  following.  The  annual  prizes  to  be  paid  oa  the 
supper  night. — R.  Lowther. 

Wesi  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — A  large  muster  of  members  were  present 
at  our  last  meeting.  The  prize  committee  made  their 
firal  awards  for  the  past  season,  the  following  members 
being  winners:  Messrs.  C.  Martin,  C.  J.  Carter,  G. 
Ramsay,  W.  Cox,  sen.,  W.  Cox,  jun.,  J.  J.  Hunter,  E. 


A  Man  Hi'.NT  IN  LONDO.N,— (Jne  of  the  most  desperate  criminals 
in  London— a  notoriou.s  housebreaker— lias  just  been  captured. 
He  was  surprised,  brealsinfr  into  a  large  liouse  in  Bermondsey, 
but  for  the  moment  escaped.  The  police  were,  liowever,  in  hot 
pursuit,  and  when  brought  to  bay  tlio  mun  drew  a  revolver,  but 
l'oli('e  ('onstable  .lones  pluckily  closed  with  tlie  rutllan,  and  with 
assistance  effcctpil  a  capture.  The  constable  risked  his  life,  and 
we  rightly  call  him  a  hero,  but  how  many  of  us,  by  inattention  to 
our  health,  needlessly  risk  our  lives  every  dayl  Let  us  te  wise 
In  time,  and  with  the  aid  of  HoUoway  s  Pills  we  can  regain  our 
health  when  we  are  out  of  sorts. 


Coomea,  W.  Wariington,  A.  Peart,  and  \V.  Weeden.  We 
have  arianged  for  our  annual  d  naer  t  )  take  xjlace  on 
Thursday,  June  8,  at  the  clubhouse.  Oar  audit<jr»  are 
desirous  of  making  out  the  balanc^i-sheet,  bo  I  must  ask 
memters  to  pay  in  tlieir  sul  airip'.ions  and  donations  with- 
out further  delay,  to  clear  the  books  for  the  pait  Beaton. 

— J.  J.  IIl'NTKK. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 

Regency-street,  S.W. —  The  meraVjerK  of  the  abf.ive  society 
hold  their  annual  concert  on  Wednesday,  May  10,  at  the 
above  address,  when  the  year's  prizes  will  be  distributed. 
All  fiii^nds  and  brother  anglers  will  receive  a  warm 
welcome  — S.  J.  H. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alezandra-road. — 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  the 
Alexandra  Hotel,  Wimbledon,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rolt  presiding.  The  report  for  the  pist  Beason, 
together  with  the  accounts  duly  audited,  were  preiiented 
and  passed.  The  report  gives  a  rexume  of  an  exceed  ngly 
satisfactory  year's  work,  special  stretB  being  laid  upon 
the  fact  that  thanks  to  the  abolition  of  gross  weight  pn/.en 
members  have  aimed  at  securing  quality  rather  thin 
quantity  in  their  various  tishiug  excursions.  Many 
specimens  had  been  creeled  duriag  the  Beaton — pike, 
chub,  perch,  tench,  dace,  roach,  and  grajli-ig.  Nearly 
£20  was  distributed  in  prizes,  besides  rods,  wiuc'ies,  &c., 
given  in  kind.  After  allowing  for  these,  and  paying  for 
the  private  water  of  the  club,  a  sonall  balance  is  left  in 
hand  to  ba  carried  forward  to  next  year.  The  officers  for 
1899-1900  were  elected  as  under :  President,  Mr.  Walter 
DowEon,  S.C.C.  ;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  ;  hon. 
sec  ,  Mr.  S.  Peskett ;  committee,  Messrs.  J.  Furmage, 
F.  J.  Rolt,  F.  J.  Bovie,  H.  _W.  Lawrence,  H.  Golding, 
and  S.  Thain.  Several  alterations  were  made  in  the  rules, 
the  most  important  being  that  a  member  in  order  to 
claim  a  prize  must  attend  four  weekly  meetings  in  each 
quarter.  The  society  now  n\  mbera  fifty  members, 
honorary  and  ordinary. — Hex.  Reporter. 

Yarm  Angling  Association.  —  The  adjourned 
general  meeting  was  held  at  the  Crown  Hotel  on  April  20, 
when  a  strong  committee  was  elected.  It  was  decided  to 
hold  a  compedtion  on  Whit  Monday  in  the  river  Leven. — 

R.  ROBSON.   


jottings  bp  t^c  i^ap. 

A  committee  is  being  formed  by  brother  anglers  of  the 
late  Harry  Patman  to  consider  the  best  means  to  benefit 
his  widow  and  children,  his  long  iUness  having  exhausted 
all  his  savings. 


On  Wednesday,  May  17,  at  8.30  p.m.,  Messrs.  Tayler, 
Ward,  and  Jones  will  give  a  lantern  entertainment,  the 
proceeds  of  which  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  the  late  Harry  Patman.  The  entertainment 
wUl  be  held  at  the  club  house  of  the  Bostonians,  Dalby 
Tavern,  Dalby-st r^et,  Prince  of  Wales's-rcad,  Kentish 
Town.  Mr.  Patman  was  a  member  of  the  Bostonians, 
and  the  club  earnestly  invite  the  attendance  of  all  who 
can  make  it  convenient  to  attend  in  this  good  cause. 


The  most  Buccessful  pet  dog  show  which  has  drawn 
fashijnable  London  to  the  Royal  Aquarium  durbg  the 
past  week  is  to  be  followed  by  the  eleventh  annual  show  of 
fox  terriers,  organised  by  the  London  Fox  Terrier  Club, 
next  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday.  It  wi'.l  be  a 
fine  display  of  both  smooth  and  wire  haired  terriers, 
and  the  dogs  wiU  be  drawn  from  the  best  kennels  of  tte 
kingdom.  The  present  strong  programme  at  the 
Aquarium  will  proceed  without  interruption. 


A  (OEKespondent  writes  from  Wales  as  follows  :  "At 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  held  on 
April  20,  it  was  reported  that  samlets  (young  salmon) 
were  very  plentiful  in  all  the  tributaries  of  the  Severn, 
This  is  altogether  contrary  to  the  experience  of  all  the 
local  trjut  anglers,  who  are  coagrataliting  themselves  on 
the  absanca  of  what  they  term  '  those  little  pests,'  which 
years  ago  caused  them  no  end  of  trouble  to  unhook  and 
return  to  the  water,  and  it  was  not  at  all  unusual  to  land 
one  on  every  fly  at  every  oast.  Tiiis  is  not  very  consoling 
to  salmon  anglers,  but  facts  are  stubborn  things." 


The  same  correspjndent  continues  ;  "  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Llanymynech  the  cuCiOa  has  been  seen  and  heard 
for  some  days,  and  swallows  are  seen  in  large  numtera 
near  the  Vyrnwy.  Mr.  Buckley's  otter  hiunds  had  some 
good  sport  in  the  Cain,  n? ar  Llan-antffraid,  on  Wednesday 
last.  Rook  shooting  will  commence  next  waek,  and 
promises  abundanca  of  that  sport,  which,  when  practised 
with  rifles,  is  grand  practice  tor  amateur  riflemen,  andean 
be  parsued  without  danger,  excepting  to  the  rooks." 


Mr.  Maelow,  the  owner  of  the  theatre  at  Southend, 
has  purchased  the  Alexandra  Hotel— a  house  at  which 
many  fishing  visitors  stay  when  in  that  town — and  will  be 
pleased  to  welcome  angling  friends. 


"  Do  jou  have  to  be  examiued  by  a  doctor  before  yon 
join  a  cyclist's  club  r  "    "  No ;  afterwards." 


The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Collingwood  Angling 
Society  was  held  on  Tuesday  evenine.  May  2.  "  Straw 
Hat  "  was  announced  to  preside,  but  Mr.  J.  F.  Bursiil  (of 
the  South  London  Pr.'.-s)  was  asked  to  take  the  chair— 
which  he  did  right  royally.  After  a  capital  dinner,  which 
reflected  great  credit  upon  the  caterers,  the  cloth  was 
cleared,  "The    Queen"    toasted,  and  harmony  com- 
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inencad.  Amongst  those  who  assisted  were  Mr.  Norris, 
in  an  excellent  selection  on  the  English  concertina  ;  Mr. 
Botten  (1st  Life  Guards),  some  selections  on  the  clarionet ; 
Messrs  Rosser,  Stump,  Ashet,  and  Matter  Norris  a  clever 
and  amusing  stump  speech.  Duiing  the  evening  it  was 
announced  that  through  pressure  of  business  Mr.  B. 
Roberts  was  obliged  to  resign  the  presidency  of  the  club, 
and  Mr.  J.  Jcffery  ("  Straw  Hat ")  was  unanimously  elected 
to  that  position.  The  new  president  then  sung  them  what 
he  termed  a  "sleepy"  song,  the  rendering  of  which 
ought  to  have  sent  the  audience  to  sleep,  but  they  could 
not  sleep  for  laughing. 

 >  ♦♦^<  

The  tables  were  strewn  with  many  handsome  and 
valuable  prizes,  which  were  graciously  presented  by  the 
chairman,  the  total  value  of  which  was  £30  7s.  Surely  a 
splendid  list  for  so  young  a  club  !  The  chief 
prize  winners  were  Messrs.  Downs,  W.  Beames, 
Ballf  Jarrett,  F.  Beames,  Turner,  Ford,  Francis, 
Aaron,  Ash,  Sorge,  and  Boyd.  Mr.  Greg  was  heartily 
thanfeed  for  bis  photograph  of  the  club,  and  "Dragnet" 
was  elected  k  life  honorary  member.  The  toast  of  "  The 
Collingwood  A.S."  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Poole  (trea- 
surer), who  announced  that  the  club  was  in  an  exceedingly 
flourishing  condition.  The  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  W.  H.  Stafford) 
also  made  some  excellent  allusions  to  the  working  of  the 
club.  The  healths  of  "The  Host  and  Hostess"  were 
drunk  with  musical  honours,  and  the  singing  of  the 
National  Anthem  closed  a  very  pleasant  evening. 



Mr.  George  Merry,  the  hard-working  secretary  of 
the  Amicable  Waltonians,  announces  a  smoking  concert 
for  Monday  evening.  May  8,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  He 
has  some  first-rate  talent,  and  some  of  the  best  known 
London  anglers  will  be  present.  May  the  A.B.S.  funds 
be  greitly  augmented  ! 

Tuesday  will  be  a  busy  day.  The  Thames  Re-stocking 
Dinner  at  Carr's  Restaurant  (Mr.  Cook  in  the  chair); 
the  HoUoway  A.S.,  annual  dinner  (Mr.  Frank  Clay  in  the 
chair) ;  the  Blackfriars  annual  dinner  at  the  Imperial 
Hotel  (Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  in  the  chair) ;  the  Queen's 
Piscatorials,  dinner;  the  Golden  Barbel,  supper  ;  and  the 
Cheltenham,  dinner.  lam  in  receipt  of  pressing  invites 
for  the  first  three  enumerated,  and  wish  I  could  be  present 
at  them  all — but  we  shall  see  ! 

 >  *  *  ♦  < 

"  A  P.\INFUL  sensation,"  says  the  We^tn-n  UFail,  "  was 
caused  in  the  vestibule  of  the  Cardiff  Town  Hall  a  couple 
of  days  ago.  Alderman  Ebenezer  Beavan  and  Councillor 
Waring  were  evidently  waiting  for  somebody,  and,  getting 
tired,  the  teetotal  alderman  said  to  the  hall  porter, 
'  Look  here,  Green,  if  Councillor  Chappie  comes  tell  him 
we  Lave  stepped  across  to  the  Rising  Sun.'  Green  turned 
red,  a  well  known  solicitor  gasped  and  clutched  an  iron- 
monger for  support,  a  boy  from  the  town  clerk's  office 
gave  a  shout  and  ran  off  to  tell  his  chitf ,  a  lady  guardian 
turned  p^!e  and  angrily  hurried  away  to  see  Mr.  Lewis 
Williams,  a  cabman  laughed  loudly  and  exclaimed, 
'  Didn't  I  tell  you  that  all  these  'ere  teetotal  bl  jkes  is 
alike ;  but  Ebenezer  cert'nly  beats  the  bloomin'  lot  to  go 
for  a  swig  in  hopen  daylight  like  this  ere.'  Thus  are  the 
reputations  of  good  men  besmirched.  For  Mr.  Beavan 
and  Mr.  Waring  are  memlers  of  the  parks  committee,  and 
as  they  are  just  now  taking  very  keen  interest  in  the  fish 
hatchery  question  they  were  paying  a  visit  to  the  remark- 
able trout  pond  which  Mr.  Manders  has  at  thg  Rising 
Sun." 

>  »  >  *  <  

Writing  from  Cardiff,  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong  says  : 
"Dear  'Drag,' — A  very  pleasant  function  occurred  on 
Monday,  May  1.  Miss  Mander,  Watkin  Shirley,  Gray, 
and  self  spawned  some  trout  from  Lisvane  reservoir  last 
year,  and  succeeded  in  bringing  up  7,000  very  nice  fish  at 
our  little  hatchery.  The  water  was  kindly  given  us  by  the 
Cardiff  Corporation.  At  1.30.  on  the  above  date,  carriages 
were  waiting  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  we  proceeded  to 
Lisvane  with  Mr.  Alderman  David  Jones  and  Mr. 
Councillor  Waring.  The  fish  were  sent  in  large 
milk  cans ;  a  place  had  previously  been  made  so 
that  they  could  be  easily  turned  in  from  the  platform. 
Mr.  Alderman  David  Jcnes,  who,  by  the  bye,  is  chair- 
man of  the  Cardiff  waterworks,  emptied  the  contents  of  the 
cans  into  the  reservoirs  amidst  cheers  from  the  spectators. 
After  the  ceremony  he  entertained  us  to  a  champagne 
luncheon  in  the  committee-room,  overlooking  Llamshen 
reservoir,  which  is  a  most  magnificent  sheet  of  water,  and 
contains  trout  up  to  61b.  or  7ib. 


"  Mr.  Coi  Nf  illor  Waring  is  fighting  very  hard 
indeed  to  get  a  hatchery  for  the  corporation  at  Roath 
Park.  He,  indeed,  deserves  many  thanks  from  the 
anglers  in  South  Wales.  A  committee  meeting  has  been 
specially  convened  for  the  purpose,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  he  will  carry  his  proposition,  i  e.,  for  a 
hatchn  y  capable  of  rearing  100,000  ova,  and  an  aquarium. 
I  will  let  you  know  how  we  get  on.  I  should  much  like  to 
see  jou  here  with  rod  aid  line.  I  have  no  doubt  I  could 
find  yon  plenty  of  sport,  with  a  little  Iriilta  fishing  thrown 
in.    Kind  regards  and  tight  lines." 

A  CURIOUS  incident  is  reported  from  the  Inney  (North 
Cornwall).  Some  days  since  Mr.  IT.  Greenwood  hooked 
a  tine  trout,  but  the  fish  succeeded  in  breaking  away  with 
a  couple  of  flies  and  part  of  a  collar.  This  week  the  same 
rod,  fiehicg  within  a  short  distance  of  the  sime  spot,  had, 
curiously  enough,  a  bite  from,  aiid  was  able  to  land,  the 
trout  that  had  gone  oS  with  his  tackle.  The  fish  had  a 
Red  Palmer  ard  several  feet  of  gut  attached  to  it,  and  rose 
well  to  the  Red  Palmer  with  which  it  was  taken. 


Me.  Howes  (of  Barton  Mills)  tells  me  that  the  cold 
weather  of  late  has  not  been  favourable  for  trout  fishing. 
However,  a  London  angler  recently  had  a  nice  3-pounder 
and  several  Email  jack  ;  the  jack  were  taken  spinning  with 
gudgeon. 



The  little  fishers  in  the  Regent's  Canal  have  some 
strange  catches.  A  small  boy,  while  fishing  for  minnows 
with  a  penny  net,  recovered  the  body  of  an  infant,  for 
which  he  was  awarded  5s.  at  the  inquest. 

 >-•-♦-♦-<  

A  CORRESPONDENT  (who  vouches  for  its  authenticity), 
sends  the  following  :  "  Walking  by  the  side  of  the  Black- 
water,  in  Ireland,  I  came  up  to  a  man  fishing  for  salmon. 
As  I  stood  watching,  the  fisher's  line  suddenly  went 
swish  !  At  the  same  time  the  fisher  called  out  to  me 
'I'm  in  him,'  and  began  walking  backwards  out  of  the 
water  towards  me.  It  was  some  distance  from  me  to  the 
fisher,  as  the  shore  so  very  gradually  shelved  down  from 
shallow  to  deep  water.  As  the  fisher  came  up  to  me  he 
said  to  me,  '  If  you  have  never  seen  a  salmon  walk  out  of 
a  river,  I  will  show  you  how  I  make  them  walk  out  hnre. 
I  never  use  a  giff,  and  I  have  fished  here  for  years.'  Well, 
he  kept  walking  backwards,  and,  true  enough,  the 
salmon's  back  became  visible  in  the  shallow  water.  The 
fisher  kept  talking:  'You  see,'  he  siid,  'as  I  keep  the 
line  taut  the  fish  feels  pain,  and  naturally  gives  to  the 
pull  of  the  line.  Now,  you  see,  the  water  is  so  shallow 
that  he  can't  keep  upright,  so  he  is  lying  on  his  side,  and 
as  he  wrigglf  s  and  flops  on  his  side,  he  naturally  wriggles 
and  flops  till  now,  you  see,  he  is  3ft.  out  of  the  water,  on 
the  shore.  Lend  me  your  walking  stick  ;  '  and  with  the 
stick  the  fisher  gave  the  fish  a  smack  on  the  head.  '  Now 
you  have  seen  a  salmon  walk  out  of  the  water.'  '  And  a 
grand  sight,  too,'  I  said;  that  was  the  first  word  I  had 
spoken.    The  salmon  weighed  181b. 

THE  LIFE-SAVERS. 
Two  Men  in  thr  Life-saving  Service. 
WLea  the  Lord  breathes  his  wrath  above  the  bosom  of  the 
waters. 

When  the  rollers  are  a-poundin'  on  the  shore, 
When  the  mariner's  a-thinkin'  of  his  wife  and  sons  and 
daughters. 

And  the  little  home  he'll  maybe  see  no  more  ; 
When  the  bars  are  white  and  yeasty,  and  the  shoals  are 
all  a-frothin'. 
When  the  wild  no'theaster's  cuttin'  like  a  knife. 
Through  the  seethin'  roar  and  screech  he's  patrollin'  on 
the  beach — 
The  Gov'ment's  hired  man  for  savin'  life. 

He's  struggling  with  the  gusts  that  strike  and  bruise  him 
like  a  hammer. 
He's  fightin'  sand  that  stings  like  swarmin'  bees, 
He's  list'nin'  through  the  wirlwind  and  the  thunder  and 
the  clamour — 
A'list'nin'  for  the  signal  from  the  seas. 
He's  breakin'  ribs  and  muscles  launchin'  lifeboats  in  the 
surges. 

He's  drippin'  wet  and  chilled  in  every  bone. 
He's  bringin'  men  from  death  back  ter  flesh  and  blood 
and  breath, 
And  he  never  stops  ter  think  about  his  own. 
He's  pullin'  at  an  oar  that  is  freezin'  ter  his  fingers, 

He's  a-clingin'  in  the  riggin'  of  a  wreck, 
He  knows  destruction's  nearer  every  minute  that  be 
lingers, 

But  it  don't  appear  ter  worry  him  a  speck. 
He's  draggin'  draggled  corpses  from  the  clutches  of  the 
combers — 

The  kind  of  job  a  common  chap  'ould  shirk — 
But  he  takes  'em  from  the  wave  and  he  fits  'em  fer  the 
grave. 

And  he  thinks  it's  all  included  in  his  work. 

He  is  rigger,  rower,  swimmer,  sailor,  doctor,  undertaker. 

And  he's  good  at  every  one  of  'em  the  same. 
And  he  risks  his  life  fer  others  in  the  quicksand  and  the 
breaker. 

And  a  thousand  wives  and  mothers  bless  his  name. 
He's  a  angel  dressed  in  oilskins,  he's  a  saint  in  a 
"  sou'wester," 

He's  as  plucky  as  they  make,  or  ever  can. 
He's  a  hero  born  and  bred,  but  he  hasn't  swelled  his  head. 

And  he's  jest  the  U.S.  Gov'ment's  hired  man. 

Joe  Lincoln,  ia-American  F.G. 
 >♦>♦ <  

A  distinguished  Scandinavian  naturalist,  named 
Dahl,  noted  for  his  advocacy  of  the  Darwinian  theory 
of  evolution,  caught  a  herring,  and  resolved  to  use  the  fish 
to  prove  the  ti  uth  of  the  doctrine  of  evolution.  So  he 
shut  the  herring  up  in  an  aquarium,  and  gradually 
diminished  the  supply  of  _  water.  What  did  the  herring 
do  ?  Die  ?  No.  It  simply  contradicted  the  popular 
notion  that  a  fish  out  of  water  is  the  most  disconcerted 
thing  in  existence,  by  becoming  metamorphosed  into  an 
amphibious  animal.  Delighted  with  his  success.  Professor 
Dahl  next  placed  the  fish  on  the  dry  ground,  and  began  to 
give  it  food  which  no  fish  had  ever  before  eaten.  Yet  this 
wonderful  herring  not  only  ate  the  food  gladly,  but,  Oliver 
like,  called  for  more. 



One  more  experiment,  argued  Mr.  Dahl,  and  the  truth 
of  evolution  is  proved  ;  but  while  he  is  preparing  to  elevate 
the  herring  to  a  still  higher  plane  of  animil  life,  a  terrible 
thing  happened.  The  fish,  which  was  allowed  to  wander 
where  it  pleased,  happened  to  stray  over  a  wooden  bridge, 
the  planks  of  which  were  not  very  close  together,  and  ia 
stepping  from  one  plank  to  another  it  missed  its  footing, 
and  fell  into  the  water.   All  searchiag  was  in  vain.  Gone 


for  ever  was  that  highly  educated  herring.  The  process  of 
evolution  had  probably  unsuited  it  for  its  quondam 
native  element.  It  couldn't  withstand  the  suffocating  rush 
of  waters,  and — alas,  was  drowned.  A  herring  in  its 
time  plays  many  parts,  but,  truly,  the  most  wonderful  of 
all  is  Dahl's  herring.  Make  no  error.  Kippers  are  cheap, 
and  this  Scandinavian  bloater — I  mean"sojer" — will  be 
lamented  and  praised  by  a  scientific  posterity,  who— 
prefer  a  fresh  herring  for  breakfast. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

He  was  a  great  hulking  blackguard,  charged  before  the 
magistrate  with  assaulting  bis  wife  with  a  poker.  The 
poor  woman  had  been  half  killed,  but,  with  true  feminine 
perversity,  Ijsgged  hard  for  him.  "  Do  let  him  off,  your 
worship,  he  was  not  always  like  this ;  there  was  happy 
times  once,  when  he  only  used  to  hit  me  with  his  fist !  " 


Mankind  are  all  Fish. 
A  CORRESPONDENT  sends  the  following  lines,  copied 
from  "  The  Angler's  Manual,"  dated  1810,  to  the  Torlc 
shire  Weekly  Post : 

Mankind  are  all  fish,  and  I'll  lay  you  a  bet 

I  prove  that  they  all  will  come  into  the  net. 

The  lawyer's  a  shark,  and  they  who  in  shoals 

Run  into  his  jiws  must  be  flats  or  poor  sole.'. 

The  lobster's  a  turncoat,  the  sluggard  a  snail. 

The  curate  a  shrimp,  and  the  vicar  a  whale. 

The  soldier's  a  sword-fish  ;  the  critic  a  carp, 

That  delights  in  the  mud,  and,  the'  wary,  bites  sharp. 

The  heir  is  a  gold  fish,  but  turns  to  a  gull. 

True  lovers  are  oysters,  both  silent  and  dull. 

The  poets  are  spawn,  but  are  scarce  worth  a  drag. 

Young  misses  are  mackerel,  all  caught  by  red  rag. 

Their  swains,  altho'  sly  fish,  do  frequently  feel 

That  a  fair  and  fresh  mackerel  will  turn  to  an  eel. 

A  rake's  a  dorado,  persisting  and  rude ; 

A  beauty's  a  flying  fish,  always  pursued. 

Thus,  by  hook  or  by  crook  they  are  all  to  be  caught. 

Nay,  some  wise  ones  have  said  they  are  all  to  be  bought— 

Some  at  high,  some  at  low,  some  at  fair  market  price. 

From  a  farthing  per  pound  to  a  guinea  a  slice. 


The  melting  of  the  great  Russian  rivers,  ice-bound 
during  the  winter,  have  resulted  in  sturgeon  making  their 
way  into  the  North  Sea,  and  thence  to  fishmongers'  slabs. 
One  has  been  landed  at  Yarmouth  by  a  trawler  belonging 
to  Messrs.  Hewett  and  Company,  and  a  very  fine  specimen 
at  Boston  by  the  Collingwood.  The  latter  was  8ft.  long 
and  4ft.  in  girth,  weighing  a  couple  of  hundredweight.  It 
was  bought  for  five  guineas. 


A  VERT  interesting  article  from  the  pen  of  an  old  con- 
tributor ("  Noss  Mayo  ")  appeared  in  the  Western  Morn- 
ing Neics  of  April  24.  It  is  entitled  "  Cornish  Fresh 
Water  Fishings."  He  has  also  been  selected  by  the 
United  Devon  Association  to  describe  in  their  forthcoming 
book  the  whole  of  the  Devon  freshwater  fishings. 

I  HAVE  received  from  Mr.  Charles  Hussey  specimens 
of  his  new  series  of  photographs  of  "  Sea  Fishing  and 
Sea  Fishermen."  Perhaps  the  best  of  the  prints  sent 
is  a  fine  study  of  a  grand  old  man,  "Seventy  Years 
a  Fisherman,"  but  "  When  the  Tide  is  Low," 
"Boiling  Cutch,"  "On  the  Look  Out,"  and  many 
others  run  it  very  close.  The  subjects  have  been  care- 
fully chosen,  and  both  in  feeling  and  treatment  are 
mofct  artistic.  The  printing  process  employed  is  a  new. 
or,  perhaps  more  properly  speaking,  a  modification  of 
an  old  one,  and  the  colour,  a  warm  sepia,  suits  the 
subjects  admirably.  Of  course,  in  Mr.  Hnssey's  experi- 
enced hands  the  photographic  technique  leaves  nothing  to 
be  desired,  and  he  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  found 
such  admirable  "food"  for  his  camera.  The  pictures,  I 
learn,  are  soon  to  be  published. 

The  new  "  fish  cure  "  for  chest  on  the  lungs  and  other 
pulmonary  complaints  is  inexpressibly  nasty.  According 
to  the  Daily  Mail  it  consists  in  making  a  big  hole  in  the 
body  of  a  whale  and  thrusting  the  patient  into  it.  He 
remains  in  this  for  some  time.  It  is  called  a  "  fish  cure  " 
on  the  hicus  a  non  lucendo  principle  I  suppose,  as  every- 
body knows  a  whale  is  not  a  fish.  What  is  to  be  done 
when  no  whales  are  to  hand,  or,  in  the  words  of  the 
gar<;on,  when  "  whales  is  horf,  sir  ?  " 

"A  Hertfordshire  farmer  who  had  been  much 
annoyed  by  the  trespassing  of  his  neighbours'  cattle, 
mended  the  breaches  in  his  fence,  and  put  up  a  board,  on 
which  was  the  inscription  :  Notice. — Any  man  or  woman's 
cow  found  trespassing  on  this  farm  will  have  his  or  her 
tail  cut  off  as  the  case  may  be."  I  think  I  must  get  Daisy 
to  parse  this  for  me. 


Man  (to  angler) :  "  Have  you  caught  anything, 
guv'nor  ? "  Angler;  "Of  couisa  not!  I'm  not  a 
fisherman;  I'm  an  angler." 

 >•**<  

"Are  you  going  to  publish  a  Sunday  edition  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  i"'  1  hope  not  Write  to  the  Editor. 
Last  week  it  was  stated  that  the  very  large  number  of  flies 
in  existence  is  very  bewildering,  especially  to  those  who 
cannot  quite  distinguish  between  Corrixy  and  Ephemery. 
I  suggested  naming  six,  but  have  decided  to  have  seven — 
one  tor  each  day  in  the  week.  The  "  Monday"  fly  down 
to  "  Saturday  "  fly— and  for  Sunday  the  "  Money  "  fly. 
Next  week  1  will  give  a  few  extracts  from  my  new  book 
(nearly  all  sold),  and  instructions  as  to  how  to  make  the 
"Money  "fly.  .  Dkagnbt. 
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KINGMALCOIill&CO. 

Practical  Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

WADING  TROUSERS,  wear 
guaranteed,  35s. 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

WADING  TROUSERS, 
45s. 

Inventors  of  the  famous  Tanned  Angola  Waders, 
guaranteed  to  stand  thorns  and  friction  better  than 
any  other  material.  Oar  Waders  never  split  at  the 
fork,  therefore  require  no  leather. 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 
wear  guaranteed,  18s.  6d. 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 
25s. 

"  The  latter  are  strongly  recommended  for  hard 
wear." — Land  and  Water,  Feb.  10,  1894. 

COMBINATION  WADING 
BOOTS,  50s. 

Sexxc3.  for  Oa.'ta.los'u.e. 

^ctiaal  Makers  and  Imventors. 

HORS  COKCOUB8. 


MAPLE  &  CO 

The "  RUSSELL"  SHUTTER-FRONT  WRITING  TABLE 


The  "  BUSSELI.  "  WRITING  TABI.X:  in  Oak,  with  panelled 
aides  and  back,  and  having  numerous  fitted  drawers,  pigeon-holes, 
slides,  &c.,  the  whole  automatically  closing  with  one  operation, 
4ft.  2in  JB6  6 

EiTOLViNO  Chaib  to  match   1 


O 

2  6 


"  The  '  BosBell '  Table  is  just  the  thing  for  a  busy  and  oft-interrupted 
man." — D.Q.S. 


The  Largest  Selection  of  Furniture 

For  Libraries,  Offices,  Board  and  Committee  Rooms,  Banks, 
and  Consulting  Rooms  in  the  World. 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD  LONDON  &  PARIS 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Rsciuisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


TROUT  and  DAGE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS, 

3vds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d. ;  with  Drawn  Points,  1  -  each,  10  -  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  bottom:  rods,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted       -      -  from  2  5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING       -      -  „  12  6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish   7  - 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  „    5  6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  ....  „    9  6 

Large  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  Hoz. 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9Jft.,  10ft., 

and  104ft.  

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  - 
Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops 
Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  - 


25/- 


21  ■ 
21  - 
21  - 
21  - 


Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


NO   MORE  BULKY  TISHINQ  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches.  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Cute, 
Flies,  Hooks,  and,  though  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  tikes  up  very  little  room  in 
me  pocket,  and  having  turned  down  leather 
flaps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has  solid  leather 
backs  and  waterproof  vegetable  leaves. 

Price — No.  1  size,  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  tree,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers,  or 

WILLIAM  BIRKET, 

LORD  ST.,  PRE5T0N. 

Wholesale  Agents: 
S.  AZ.I.COCK  &  CO.,  BEDDITCH. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

33  Pag:es  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  semor  and  the  yoanger  members  of 

the  household. 

IN  THU  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Illustrationfl. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.  C.  Q."  in  every  issue. 
Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 
A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 
"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 
Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 
The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 
There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friend?  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office:  TUDOR  ST..  E.C. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Matters  promised  to  be  somewhat  tame  on  Monday, 
-when  the  nsual  weeHy  meeting  was  held.    Mr.  E.  Clay 
WEB  in  the  chair,  but  most  of  the  members  were  away  fish- 
ing the  Kennet,  May  1  being  the  opening  day  for  certain 
portions  of  it.    Later  on  in  the  evening  Dr.  P.  D.  Head 
(who  arrived  from  the  South  of  England  with  two  salmon, 
caught  in  the  Avon)  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the 
stroke  of  luck  he  had  experienced  in  getting  hold  of  the 
fish.    Both  were  fresh  run.  and  weighed  respectively  on 
the  scales  of  the  society  26rb.  8oz.  arid  251b.  8oz.  Dr. 
Head  was_  unprepared  for  salmon  fishing,  but  procured  a 
whippy  grUse  rod.    He  used  an  exceptioijally  fine  running 
line,  backed  by  a  roach  line  on  a  Nottingham  winch.  It 
is  needless  to  state  that  the  captor  had  more  than  an 
exciting  quarter  of  an  hour  with  the  fish.    The  bigger  one 
did  exactly  as  it  liked.  Dr.  Head  having  to  follow  it 
200ydB.  downstream.    Over  half  an  hour  elapsed  ere  it 
was  gaffed  by  the  gillie.    Dr.  Head,  it  goes  without  say- 
ing, must  have  exercised  consummate  skill,  and  had  a  good 
slice  of  fortune  thrown  in  in  landing  the  brace  of  fine  fish 
on  the  slender  tackle  employed.    Needless  to  add  that  he 
received  the  warmest  congratulations  of  his  fellows  upon 
his  "bag."    Mr.  B.  T.  D.  Chambers,  the  well-known 
author  of  "  Quebec,  Canada,"  sent  over  from  Col. 
Haggard,  a  member  of  the  scciety,  two  specimens  of  the 
Ouananiche,  one  having  teen  caught  by  the  gallant  colonel 
himself,  and  the  other  by  the  forwarder  of  the  fish.  An 
explanatory  letter  accompanied  the  unique  specimens, 
fiom  which  it  was  gathered  that  the  Ouananiche  was  the 
fresh  water  salmon  of  Lake  St.  John,  Canada.    It  was 
their  great  game  fish,  and  was  ranked  by  many  sportsmen 
between  salmon  and  trout.    Col.  Haggard  thinks  from 
their  external  appearance  and  marner  that  they  are 
identical  with  the  Scotch  sea  trout,  Salmo  irutta.  Many 
Americans,  and  some  Canadians,  called  them  land-locked 
salmon.    They  certainly  were  not  these,  but  a  fresh  water 
salmon.    Mr.   Chambers  thought  they  might  be  the 
original  tjpe  of  So/too  saZf/r,  which,  unlike  the  ordinary 
specimens,  had  never  been  to  sea,  but  were  content  to 
maintain  their  fresh  water  habitat  instead  of  becoming 
anadromous,  and  growing  large  and  coarse  upon  the  flesh 
pots  of  the  briny  deep.    Structurally  they  were  identical 
with  the  Salmo  solar.  Mr.  Chambers  enclosed  a  pamphlet 
on  "The  Philology  of  the  Ouananiche,"  which  will  be 
handed  over,  with  the  specimens,  to  the  curator,  Mr.  C.  S. 
Patterson,"  to  report  upon.    Later  on  they  will  be  properly 
cased  and  hung  in  the  club-room.    A  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Mr.  Chambers  and  Col.  Haggard  for  their  kind- 
ness in  thinking  of  the  society,  and  forwarding  such  rare 
(in  England)  fish  for  the  inspection  of  the  members  of  the 
society.  '  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
.  At  the  ordinary  meeting  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  occupied 
the  chair.  One  of  the  members  had  succeeded  in  netting 
out  thirty-four  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  from  some  water 
at  Chesham,  and  transferring  them  to  our  own  waters,  the 
heaviest  fish  going  well  over  .31b.  Another  member  has 
kindly  consented  to  present  100  two-year-old  trout  for  this 
water,  and  the  heartiest  thanks  of  the  society  were 
accorded  these  two  gentlemen.  Mr.  Emery  (who  was 
nnable  to  attend  the  annual  dinner)  was  then  presented 
with  the  challenge  shield  and  medal  for  specimen  trout, 
won  during  1898.  Mr.  Wright  was  nominated  to  again 
represent  the  society  at  Loch  Leven  this  year,  but  he  will 
gladly  give  way  to  any  member  who  is  desirous  of  going. 
Mr.  Emery  reported  one  brace  of  trout  (returned) ;  Mr. 
Buckingham,  one  brace  (one  returned),  with  Alder;  Mr. 
Thonger,  three  brace  of  trout  (all  returned) ;  Mr.  Close, 
one  trout  (returned) ;  Mr.  Connellan,  two  trout  (returned). 
Soldier  Palmer ;  Mr.  Hicks,  one  brace  of  trout,  heaviest 
IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Gill,  one  trout.  All  these  fish  were  taken 
from  Our  water  at  Chesham.  Five  new  members  were 
proposed,  and  a  quantity  of  other  business  got  through. 
The  usual  toasts  ard  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  con- 
cluded the  proceedings.  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin  will  read  a 
paper  before  the  Ecciety  on  Tuefday,  May  9,  entitled 
"  Roach  Fishing."  Alex.  Wright,  Hon.  Sec. 


RUBBER  RINGS  FOR  ROD  BUTT. 

Sib, — I  notice  in  the  Field  ci  the  22Dd  inst.  that  you 
suggest  that  a  tiny  ring  should  be  whipped  to  the  handle 
of  the  red  butt  for  securing  the  fly.  Now,  I  have  often 
found  that,  especially  on  wet  days,  the  reel  line  twists 
round  the  butt  and  then  fouls  this  little  ring.  A  far 
better  plan  is  to  slip  cn  to  the  butt,  just  below  the  handle 
and  above  the  reel,  a  small  red  rubber  ring  into  which,  on 
shifting  quarters,  the  point  of  the  hook  is  inserted. 
These  rubber  rings  are  neither  expensive  nor  hard  to 
procure,  as  they  are  simply  extiactt  d  from  a  soda  water 
bottle  with  a  button  hook.  This  little  dodge,  which  I 
picked  up  from  a  very  crafty  angler  in  the  north  years 
ago,  has  been  a  genuine  boon  to  me,  end  perhaps  it 
might  be  the  fame  to  others  (barring  the  soda  water  man). 

Flyfishers'  Club.     _  H.  C.  B.  (in  the  Field). 

[This  indiarubber  ring  also  serves  another  purpose ;  it 
prevents  rain  drops  from  dfecending. — Eu.  Field.) 


Lechlade. — Mr.  Weiitworth  Sturgeon  has  been  fishing 
the  St.  John's  Bridge  and  Bupcot  Weirs  for  trout,  but 
owing  to  the  cold  wi?  ds  only  sneceede  din  capturing  several 
jack — one  tcaling  fijlb.,  a  most  beautifully  marked  fish — 
all  of  which  were  du)y  returned  unharmed  to  their  native 
watere.  Mr.  Sturfieon  has  purchased  the  site  of  the  old 
St.  John's  Priory,  hard  by  the  Trout  Inn,  which  orifiinally 
belonged  to  Henry  de  Ferrers,  the  first  Lord  of  the  Manor 
of  Lechlade,  temp.  1080,  from  whom  Mr.  Sturgeon  is 
detcended.  We  understand  that  an  attempt  will  be  made 
in  the  iiutumn  to  excavate  the  whole  of  the  site  so  as  to 
determine  the  exact  position  of  the  various  buildings. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  York  Room, 
Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Wednesday,  May  3,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Graham  reported 
some  sport  with  small  plaice  at  Southend. 

The  chairman  reported  fishing  at  Newhaven  April  28, 
but  had  little  sport  ovHng  to  heavy  weather.  On  April  29, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Preston  Gardner,  fished  the  dab 
ground,  taking  eight  score  of  fair  dabs.  He  reported  that 
a  porpoise  swallowed  all  his  apparatus,  and  went  away 
with  it. 

Mr.  Tucker  brought  up  three  specimens  of  flatfish, 
samples  of  a  catch  sold  to  day  in  Shadwell  Market.  The 
chairman  pointed  out  that  the  great  steam  trawling 
corporations  were  all  powerful,  and  that  every  channel  for 
agitation  was  being  closed,  and  that  the  duty  of  members 
was  to  buttonhole  Members  of  Parliament  and  point  out 
that  the  food  supply  of  the  people  was  in  peril. 

The  hon.  sec.  suggested  that  not  only  the  Members  of 
Parliament,  but  also  the  professional  hecklers  should  be 
primed  and  tutored  on  the  subject. 

Messrs.  Clarke,  Simfoct,  Browning,  and  others  took 
part,  Mr.  Preston  Gardner  reported  fishing  with  Mr. 
Minchin  at  Newhaven  during  heavy  tides,  and  found 
that  he  could  fish  quite  close  to  the  boat  with  much  lees 
lead. 

Mr.  Gardner  reported  that  on  Friday  last  a  bass  of 
101b.  2oz.  was  taken  in  a  net  at  Newhaven,  which  showed 
that  these  fish  were  making  an  early  appearance. 

The  hon.  sec.  read  an  interetticg  letter  from  Mr.  W.  C. 
Willcocks  concerning  sea  fishing  at  Schull,  West  of  Ireland. 
The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Pattebson,  Hon.  Sec. 

THE    SCOTTISH   TROUT  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

Objects. 

The  association  shall  use  every  endeavour  to  have  a 
Bill  passed,  by  which  a  close-time  for  yellow  trout  shall  be 
enacted  for  Scotland. 

The  association  shall  use  its  influence  to  have  the  exist- 
ing law  affecting  trout  fishing  duly  enforced. 

The  association  may  take  cognisance  of  cases  of  pollution 
of  rivers  and  lochs,  by  bringing  these  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government,  the  Ccunty  Councils,  Local  Government 
Board,  and  other  responsible  officials. 

The  association  shall  have  power,  by  lease  or  arrange- 
ment, to  increase  the  area  of  fishing  water  available  to  the 
public. 

For  the  promotion  of  social  intercourse  among  anglers, 
and  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  association, 
clubs  may  be  formed  in  connection  with  it  in  the  different 
angling  centres,  said  clubs  to  acquire  suitable  premises  for 
their  own  use,  and,  upon  certain  terms,  for  the  use  of  the 
association. 

Extracts  from  the  Report  fob  Half-year  Ending 
28th  April  1899. 
On  the  28th  April  the  association  will  have  completed 
the  first  year  of  its  existence,  and  the  support  extended  to 
it  is  very  gratifying  to  the  committee  of  management. 
The  year  has  been  marked  by  an  almost  unprecedented 
activity  in  the  interests  of  angling  on  the  part  of  associa- 
tions, clubs,  and  individuals,  and  the  committee  believe 
that  the  series  of  public  meetings  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  association  has  conduced  to  that  end  in  no  small 
degree. 

Half-yearly  Meeting. 
The  first  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  association  was  held 
in  Dundee  on  Tuesday,  13th  December,  when  Lord  Provost 
M'Grady  presided,  and  was  accompanied  to  the  platform 
by  a  large  number  of  anglers  representing  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  Perthshire,  Forfarshire,  Fifeshire,  and  south  of 
Scotland.  The  half-yearly  report  was  submitted  and 
unanimously  adopted,  and  a  number  of  useful  and  interest- 
ing addresses  were  delivered.  The  following  resolution 
was  carried  with  enthusiasm  :  "  That  this  meeting  of 
anglers  assembled  in  Dundee  is  of  opinion  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  a  close-time  for  trout  should  be 
enacted  for  Scotland,  and  would  respectfully  urge  on  Her 
Majesty's  Government  the  desirability  of  supporting  a 
measure  having  this  object  in  view  in  the  coming  session 
of  Parliament." 

Close-time  Bill. 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh) 
has  in  the  present  session  introduced  a  close-time  Bill. 
On  18th  April  it  passed  its  second  reading  in  the  House  of 
Lords  without  opposition.  It  provides  as  follows  :  "  Prom 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  between  the  15th  day  of 
October  in  any  year  and  the  28th  day  of  February  in  the 
year  following,  both  inclusive,  there  shall  be  an  annual 
clcse-time  for  trout  in  Scotland,  during  which  it  shall  not 
be  lawful,  except  as  hereinafter  specified,  for  any  person  to 
(a)  fish  for  or  take  common  trout  {Salmo  fario)  in  any 
river,  water,  or  loch  in  Scotland  by  net,  rod,  line,  or  other- 
wise ;  (h)  have  possession  of  such  trout ;  (c)  expose  such 
trout  for  sale ;  and  any  person  who  shall  so  fish  for,  or 
take,  or  possess,  or  expose  for  sale  such  trout  at  any  time 
within  the  said  dates,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 
exceedirg  ^£5  for  every  such  offence." 

The  committee  of  management  have  fully  considered  the 
pi  ©visions  of  the  Bill.  They  are  of  opinion  that  the  period 
of  close-time  proposed  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  one  in  the 
circutiistances,  and  that  to  fix  one  period  for  the  whole  of 
Scotland  is  better  than  to  leave  the  period  to  be  fixed  by  the 
different  County  Councils.  They  would  like  to  see  the 
Bill  strengthened  in  one  or  two  respects,  and  they  are 
communicating  with  the  proper  parties  as  to  this ;  but  they 
recognise  that  to  have  the  principle  of  a  close-time 
established  by  law  is  the  all-important  point,  and  they 
would  urge  the  anglers  of  Scotland  to  support  it  by  every 


means  in  their  power.  If  the  Bill  gets  that  support  there 
is  every  prospect  of  its  becoming  law  at  an  early  date. 

Salmon-Roe  Appbal. 

This  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Justiciary  was  taken  by  one 
of  the  men  convicted  of  illegal  fishing  at  the  instance  of 
the  Cupar  District  (see  last  report).  The  committee  of 
management  resolved  to  take  the  matter  up,  and  the  case 
came  on  in  February. 

On  the  whole  matter  the  conviction  was  sustained,  and 
the  appellant  was  found  liable  in  seven  guineas  of 
expenses. 

Membership. 
The  membership  has  increased,  and  now  stands  at  about 
800.  There  is  no  reason,  however,  why  it  should  not  be 
more  than  doubled  during  the  next  year.  The  committee 
will  be  very  glad  of  the  assistance  of  members  in  making 
the  association  known,  and  the  secretary  will  send  circulars 
explanatory  of  its  objects  to  all  who  will  undertake  to 
dispose  of  them  to  angling  friends.  A  very  large  member- 
ship is  imperative  if  trout  angling  in  Scotland  is  to  have 
the  attention  for  which  it  calls. 

Herbert  Maxwell,  President. 

Andrew  Smith,  Hon.  Secretary. 


THE  CUSTOMS  FUND. 
Mb.  Francis  George  Heath,  well  known  in  literary 
circles,  and  vice-chairman  of  the  Civil  Service  Deferred 
Pay  Executive  Committee,  is  again  a  candidate — in  a  con- 
test now  proceeding  in  the  Customs  Department  of  the 
United  Kingdom — for  the  directorate  of  the  Customs 
Fund,  a  position  he  has  previously  held  for  eight  years. 
Mr.  Heath  is  a  Civil  servant  of  thirty-seven  years'  standing. 


i^otes  from  tte  j^ortf). 


The  spring  season  is  over.  As  far  as  the  netter  is 
concerned,  it  has  been  the  greatest  failure  on  record. 
However,  it  is  a  far  cry  to  Aug.  26,  and  probably  the 
summer  and  early  autumn  may  redeem  the  spring  season 
from  the  total  failure  it  ha?  been  on  the  east  and  north 
coasts  of  Scotland  up  till  now. 


The  Tay  Syndicate  are  not  likely  to  get  rich  on  their 
venture  on  the  Tay  and  Earn.  Their  first  essay  at  the 
improvement  of  the  fisheries  on  Tay  and  tributaries,  on  a 
gigantic  scale,  has  thus  been  made  under  the  very  worst 
conditions  possible.  They  may  have  calculated  on  a  poor 
season,  but  not  so  meagre  returns  as  are  now  to  hand.. 
Only  1800  fish  to  meet  the  expenses  of  100  hands !  Barely 
working  expenses.   

Mrs  Johnstone  had  a  very  nice  fish  of  19ilb.  on  the 
Cambus  O'May  Dee  water,  on  April  28,  Miss  Hibbert 
had  two  on  Glentana,  and  Mies  Pickering  one  on 
Kincardine.   


Mr.  James  G.  Orr,  Aberdeen,  has  taken  the  Kincardine^ 
Dee  water,  for  the  month  of  May,  from  Mrs.  Pickering. 
Mr.  Orr  is  a  keen  golfer,  and  one  of  the  craok  players  of 
the  Balgowrie  Club.  ___ 

Mr.  George  D.  Stibbard  will  be  much  missed  in  the 
Strathnaver  district,  where  he  died  recently  at  his  country 
residence,  Syre  Lodge.  He  was  not  only  a  keen  angler, 
but  an  open-handed  generous  gentleman  to  boot. 

Cruden  Bay  Hotel  is  now  becoming  the  angling  centre 
we  predicted  for  it  a  year  or  so  ago.  The  Ugie  is  only  a 
cross  country  drive  of  eight  miles,  by  a  fine  road  rich  in 
local  associations  and  not  uninteresting  scenery,  while  the 
Ythan  may  be  reached  by  train.  Both  streams  are  about 
the  pick  in  the  north  for  a  basket  of  brown  trout,  from 
May  15  to  June  15,  when  the  fish  are  most  greedy  on  the 

fly.   

In  spite  of  the  variable  weather,  good  baskets  of  trout 
are  being  made  whenever  there  is  a  blink  of  sunshine. 
The  Brechin  club  were  out  all  over  the  Forfarshire 
streams  last  week  and  better  weights  were  recorded  than 
has  been  the  case  for  some  years. 


The  salmon  anglers  on  the  middle  and  upper  Dee  watere 
are  in  better  luck  than  they  have  been  since  the  opening; 
and  the  amount  of  sport,  although  not  brilliant  anywhere, 
is  considerable  and  pretty  general  all  over. 

Harbour  Commissioner  Copland — a  member  of  the  Dee 
Fishery  Board — is  strongly  against  extending  the  open 
time  in  the  Ythan  district.  Anglers  would  then  have  an 
extra  fortnight  after  the  Dee,  Don,  Tay,  and  Spey,  and 
all  other  rivers  were  closed  (except  the  Tweed),  on  the 
Ugie,  and  Ythan,  and  Cruden  Burn,  should  the  new  bye- 
law  be  sanctioned.  Those  who  know  these  parts  best  say 
that  this  is  just  what  is  wanted.  It  is  the  only  time  of  the 
year  that  there  is  any  salmon  angling  to  be  got,  while  the 
sea -trout  are  uniivalled  anywhere  for  size  and  quality. 

"The  King  Memorial  Fund"  has  been  closed  at  the 
magnificent  sum  of  £1494,  and  the  widow  of  the  constable 
shot  by  poacher  Harry  McCullam  in  the  wilds  of  Strathspey 
will,  in  future,  have  an  annuity  of  £45,  plus  ^615  from 
the  police  fund,  and  a  free  house  from  Lady  Seafield  for 
herself  and  family.  ____ 

The  memorial  from  anglers  in  Aberdeen  anent  tidal 
fishing  for  finnock  was  before  the  council  on  Tuesday,  and 
remitted  to  the  Bills  and  Law  Committee. 
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The  first  annnal  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Associatijn  wae  held  in  Perth  on  Friday  last,  Lord 
Mansfield  prefidin^.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and  other 
leading  anglers  near  at  hand  were  on  tbe  plat>form.  There 
was  a  full  meeting  of  the  local  fraternity,  and  the  leading 
ofiBciale  of  tbe  association  were  all  present.  After  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland's  Close  Time  Bill  had  been  formally 
approved  of  and  agreed  to  sufpjrt,  arrangements  were 
made  for  forming  a  locil  branch  of  the  association  for 
Perth  and  district.   

The  mail  steamer  St.  Ola,  while  making  a  passage  from 
StromnesB  to  Scapsi,  in  the  Orkney  Islands,  ran  into  a 
whale,  sttm  on,  and  nearly  cut  the  monster  in  two 
Having  the  mails  on  board  the  c  iptain  could  do  nothing  to 
secure  his  prize,  but  as  the  whale  was  mortally  hurt 
its  carcase  will  be  found  in  a  day  or  so. 

Special  Scotch. 


[provincial  Botee 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND"  DISTRICT. 

Our  clubs  are  taking  advantage  of  the  quiet  time  which 
prevails  during  the  close  season  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements    for   their    annnal    contests   and  other 
important  matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  their  mem 
bers  by  the  time  that  the  season  opens.    With  this  in 
riew,  I  hear  that  a  number  of  our  clubs  are  arranging  for 
contests  to  be  held  at  the  end  of  the  close  season,  and  also 
making  the  necessary  arrange ments  for  their  annual  con 
tests.    The  large  Rose  and  Crown  Society  have  concluded 
their  arrangements,  with  the  exception  of  fixing  a  place 
to  hold  a  contest  on  June  25.    Several  places  have  been 
mentioned,  but  as  the  club  wish  to  fish  the  opening  con 
test  in  a  river,  and  so  as  not  to  injure  the  mowing  grass, 
they  have  decided  to  allow  the  selection  of  a  place  to 
stand  over  for  a  while.    Bredon  has  been  mentioned,  but 
I  do  not  think  they  will  be  able  to  bring  off  their  contest 
here  upon  the  da'e  mentioned.    Mr.  H.  Hodgetts,  the 
host  cf  the  clnbhonsB,  is   again    to    the    fore  with 
his   usual   liberality.     He    is   going    to    give  twelve 
dinner  and  twelve  tea  services  of  different  patterns 
to  be  competed  for.     Tbe  All  Saints'  Club  have  also 
made  arrangements  to  fir h  a  contest  at  the  opening  of 
the  season.    Last  jear  Mr.  J.  Green,  the  host  of  the  club- 
house, gave  a  gold  watch  and  chain  valued  at  £15  for  the 
opening  contest ;  this  year  the  same  gentleman  will  give  a 
new  chainless  bicycle  to  be  competed  for.    It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  valuable  prize  will  be  competed  for  on 
better  sportsmanlike  lines,  as  last  year  all  sizes  of  fish  were 
weighed-in,  and  the  action  of  the  members  was  very 
stroDgly  commented  upon  in  clnb  circles.    I  hope  a  better 
feeling  will  exist  this  season,  and  a  standard  weight  be 
fixed.    Several  of  onr  clubs  have  a  number  of  prizes  left 
over  from  last  year,  which  will  be  competed  for  as  soon  as 
the  season  opens.    The  Tenby  Piscatorials  held  their 
annual  dinner  on  Saturday  evening  last,  when  a  large 
number  of  the  members  sat  down  to  a  first-class  repast 
provided  by  host  Cottrell.   After  the  cloth  was  drawn,  the 
memberg  were  entertained  by  vocal  and  instrumental  selec- 
tions, which  was  very  well  received  and  much  appreciated. 
The  Tine  Unity  have  at  last  succeeded  in  acquiring  a 
stretch  of  the  river  Trent  at  Hamstill  Red  ware.    By  those 
who  have  been  appointed  to  visit  the  water  they  say  that 
it  is  very  good,  and  some  of  the  swims  are  as  good 
as  any  on  the  river.    None  of  the  members  will  be  allowed 
to  fish  during  the  close  saascn.   The  All  Saints'  Clnb  have 
just  acqtiired  the  Broadwaters  Pools,  which  are  near  to 
Kidderminster.    The  close  season  is  to  be  observed,  and 
the  rent  paid  for  the  privilege  of  fishing  is  £28  per  annum. 
Mr.  Page,  the  secretary  of  the  Lamp  Society,  informs  me 
that  they  cleared  over  £11  at  their  conceit  in  aid  of  the 
challenge  cup  fund.    This  sum  is  to  be  augmented  in  order 
to  obtain  a  cup  worthy  of  the  society.  This  club  continues 
to  make  members  very  fast,  as  an  inducement  is  offered 
by  the  host  and  president  in  the  shape  of  a  silver  watch 
and  chain  for  the  member  introducing  the  most  members 
by  the  end  of  the  year.    We  are  having  more  settled 
weather,  and  as  a  consequence  our  members  are  having 
better  sport.     Some  very  nice  trout  have  been  taken  from 
the  Teme  by  the  Hearts  of  Oak  members.  Mr.  A.  Randall 
took  one  on  Monday  last  over  21b,    In  another  column  will 
be  found,  no  doubt,  the  reports  of  two  important  cases 
concerning  the  fishing  rights  of  the  river  Severn,  which  I 
enclose  for  publication. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

The  fishing  streams  have  been,  and  are,  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  can  reasonably  be  desired,  and  sport  on  most  of 
them  has,  on  the  whole,  been  satisfactory,  as  well  to  fly 
as  to  bottom  fishers  and  trollers,  who  have  been  fairly 
numerous  on  moat  of  the  rivers.  Natural  flies  are  more 
in  evidence,  and  fish  at  times  are  rising  tolerably  freely  in 
places,  but  in  that  respect  there  is  room  for  improvement. 
There  has  been  about  an  average  number  of  fly 
mon  on  the  several  lengths  of  the  Wye,  some  of 
whom  have  met  with  fair  success  on  the  Blackwell 
Mill  and  Millersdale  reaches ;  and  on  the  Monsaldale 
waters,  both  open  and  private,  some  excellent  creels  have 
been  made.  Fly  anglers  have  also  done  well  between 
Newbridge,  AskfcrJ  in-the-Water,  and  Holme,  where  nice 
lots  of  fish  have  been  taken,  some  of  large  size.  There  has 
been  nearly  the  full  nnmV)er  of  permitted  rods  on  the  Bake- 
well,  Haddon,  and  Rutvsley  lengths,  and  several  very  fair 
baskets  have  been  made  there  during  the  week,  the  fish 
being  all  of  good  size.  On  the  romantic  mountain  stream 
the  Goyt,  near  Buxton,  there  has  been  some  pretty  sport, 
and  some  nice  creels  have  fallen  to  a  few  favoured  anglers 
between  the  Clough  Head,  Ooyts  Bridge,  and  Fernilee. 
The  rarions  lengths  of  the  Dove  hare  had  |their  shar*  of 


visitors — fly  and  bottom  fishers,  and  trollers,  many  of  whom 
have  done  fairly  well.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  made 
on  the  Dovedale  waters,  and  several  nice  lots  of  fish  have 
been  killed  on  the  higher  reaches  of  Milldale,  BeresfDrd, 
and  Hartington.  On  the  adjoining  river.  Manifold,  several 
anglers  have  had  good  tporc,  and  some  decent  creels  have 
been  made  in  various  parts  of  the  cl/armiug  valley,  on  days 
when  the  watpr  has  not  been  too  low,  as  is  if  ten  the  case 
in  pkops.  Fly  and  bottom  fishing  and  trolling  have  been 
generally  good  on  m  jst  parts  of  the  D<*rwent.  On 
the  upper  reaches  from  Derwent  Chapel  Bridge  down  to 
Bamford  there  have  been  several  good  lots  of  fish 
taken ;  and  on  the  Derwent  valley  lengths,  between 
Sickleholme,  Hathersage,  Grindleford,  and  Calver  there 
has  been  aome  very  satisfactory  sport,  and  good  creels 
asarulehaxe  been  made  cn  these  reaches.  The  Chats- 
worth  and  Baslow  waters  have  had  a  fair  number  of 
visitors,  some  of  whom  have,  with  artificial  flies,  fared 
very  well,  and  have  killed  a  goodly  number  of  nice  sized 
fish.  Bottom  anglers  and  trollers  have  also  met  with 
success — where  permitted.  Between  Rowsley  and  Belper 
anglers  of  most  kinds  have  been  numerous,  and,  as  a  rule, 
they  have  had  fair  sport.  Killing  flies  have,  among  others, 
been  the  Claret,  Bumble,  Olive,  Ash,  Whirling  Dun, 
Furnace,  and  Black  Gnat. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  there  has  been  almost  an  entire  absence  of 
sun  since  my  last  notes  were  despatched,  the  weather  has 
been  warmer,  and  the  development  of  insect  life  has  been 
considerably  enhanced.  For  the  time  of  year,  however 
there  is  a  far  less  number  of  flies  on  the  water  than  is 
usual,  and  fly  fishermen  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  com 
menced  operations.  Those  who  have  yet  prosecuted  this 
method  of  angling  have  found  trout  most  active  in  the 
evenings.  The  majority  of  anglers,  however,  continue  to 
wield  the  bottom  tackle,  and  several  nice  dishes  of  trout 
have  been  accounted  for  with  the  use  of  the  worm.  The 
reports  from  most  streams  show  that  an  all-round  improve 
ment  has  taken  place  during  the  past  few  days.  The 
occasional  rains  have  done  much  towards  keeping  the 
streams  in  good  condition,  and  all  that  is  wanted  now  to 
ensure  successful  sport  is  a  spell  of  warm  weather. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  its  tributary  streams  are  in  very  fair 
condition  in  the  upper  waters  tor  either  fly  or  minnow 
fishing,  so  likewise  are  the  famous  Driffield  trout  streams, 
where,  on  the  opening  day  of  the  Driffield  Anglers'  Club, 
some  very  good  fish  were  creeled,  and  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, the  best  take  being  four  and  a  half  brace.  The 
prospects  of  a  good  season  on  these  streams  is  very 
promising,  and  on  the  river  it  is  likely  to  be  much  better 
than  last,  and  a  few  very  good  fish  have  already  been  met 
with,  and  during  the  past  week,  although  the  weather  has 
not  been  very  favourable,  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  taken 
in  various  parts,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Arran,  Mr.  W. 
Downsworth,  a  member  of  the  Victoria  Angling  Society, 
caught  one  with  worm  that  scaled  lib.  12oz.  ;  another  is  re- 
ported from  Beverley  Beck  end  that  weighed  close  upon  21b. 
The  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oaks  Angling  Club  will  fish  their 
second  match  of  the  season  on  the  river  on  the  celebrated 
Minto  Flatts  stretch,  where  recently  some  very  good 
catches  of  flounders  have  been  made  ;  in  fact,  this  favourite 
resort  seems  to  be  at  present  the  best  fishing  ground  on 
the  river  for  this  class  of  angling.  The  Duke  of  York 
Angling  Society  fished  their  first  match  at  Grovehill, 
resulting  in  the  first  three  prize  winners  turning  up  in 
Messrs.  G.  Spence,  C.  North,  and  G.  Stroud.  On  Satur- 
day last  the  first  of  our  big  local  events  took  place  oa  the 
river  at  Dunswell,  being  the  annual  opening  angling  match 
of  the  Victoria  Angling  Society,  which  was  fished  in  very 
inclement  weather,  resulting  in  rather  poor  Citches  of  fish, 
for  out  of  the  160  competitors  only  about  one  half  of  them 
caught  fish,  the  first  four  prize  winners  being  Little  Bob, 
withl3oz.;  J.  Nightingale,  12Joz  ;  G.  Ogram,  12oz. ;  and  J. 
Forcey,  H|oz.,  the  sixteenth  and  last  prize  winner,  Mr.  M. 
Wilkinson,  only  having  6oz.  to  his  credit.  The  prizes 
were  distributed  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  on  Monday 
evening,  a  smoking  concert  following.  The  Kingston 
A.S.  fished  their  first  match  on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge, 
and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  0.  Singleton  taking  the  first  prize 
with  21b.  2ioz.,  Mr.  G.  Hall,  the  second,  lib.  llioz.,  and 
Mr.  G.  Gower,  third,  with  lib.  7ioz. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  "  merrie  month  o'  May  "  was  ushered  in  on  Monday 
with  about  as  miserable  a  day  as  any  experienced  during 
the  past  season.  Cold  rain  fell  in  torrents,  high  rivers 
being  the  result.  Fishing  cannot  be  described  as  up  to  the 
mark  for  the  time  of  year,  although  an  improvement  is 
reported  from  some  parts  of  the  district.  The  lakes  are 
affording  best  sport  to  those  using  natural  or  artificial 
minnow ;  the  weather  is  still  too  cold  for  fly  fishing  to  meet 
vpith  much  encouragement.  Many  anglers  on  Derwent- 
water  have  secured  fairly  good  baskets  during  the  past  few 
days,  trout  being  in  good  condition,  and  running  up  to  2Jlb. 
in  weight.  Among  the  most  successful  have  been  Messrs 
Lowtlier,  Hill,  Crosthwaite,  Denwood,  Spark,  Wilkinson, 
Coulson,  Hodgson,  Henderson,  and  others.  A  few  good 
fish  have  also  been  taken  on  diSerent  lengths  of  the  river 
Derwent  (mostly  with  worm),  notably  one  secured  by  a 
youth  named  Plaskett ;  on  the  Keswick  portion  Messrs 
Grave,  Waite,  Coward,  Hogg,  and  Moffat  have  been 
amongst  the  most  successful  during  the  past  week. 
Although  afew  fish  are  being  obtained  on  the  Kent  after  the 
frequent  freshes,  the  seivson  so  far  must  be  written  as  dis- 
ppointing,  and  the  same  remark  applies  generally  to  most 
other  rivers  in  the  district. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  executive  council  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion met  at  Famworth,  last  Saturday,  and  disposed  of  a 
lot  of  business  of  a  routine  character.    Additional  items 
of  interest  were  the  levy  of  3d.  per  member,  and  the  rules 


and  regulations  to  govern  their  AU-Rngknd  Match  in 
June.  The  first  match  of  the  Openahaw,  Bradford,  and 
Clayton  Angling  8of  iety  is  fixed  to  take  plac ;  at  Althorpe  ; 
and  the  first  cont*st  of  the  Op^-nsliaw  Central  Angling 
Society  at  Tork^ey.  Both  are  important  events.  Tbe 
officials  re-tponsible  for  the  maiagement  of  the  Crompton 
Lodges  Fishery  at  Moses'  Ga'.e  and  Famworth  nave 
recently  turned  into  those  waters  several  tboosands  of 
coarse  fish — rtjach,  perch,  gnJgeon,  bream,  and  tench. 
Not  content  with  thefe  efforts,  they  are  preparing  for  an 
elaborate  attack  on  a  water  from  which  they  expect  to 
get  tor/8  of  fish  to  store  their  own  reuerves.  The 
Eafct  End  Association,  Liverpool,  have  opeaed  another 
branch — this  time  at  Everton  —  which  will  receive 
the  fostering  attention  of  Mr.  Naylor.  At  their 
last  meeting  they  had  a  paper  on  Wyresdale  Fishery  by 
the  chairman.  The  Centrals  in  this  city  have  arranged  a 
match  for  May  17,  trout  only  to  count.  The  Nelsons', 
also  of  this  city,  report  progress  with  their  match  to  open 
the  season.  Some  of  the  Liverp  xil  Association  liave  been 
doing  good  things  in  the  Dee.  Messrs.  T.  White,  R. 
Wilson,  Jefferies,  .Tagger,  and  Laycock  are  all  in  evidence 
with  fairly  good  baskets  of  fish  from  waters  visited. 
River  reports  show  some  little  improvement,  the  Ribble 
being  more  favourable  for  sport  has  induced  a  larger 
number  of  rods  to  go  out,  and  they  have  secured  better 
sport.  The  rise  of  fish  is  also  better,  but  at  noon 
principally  is  the  improvement  noticed.  The  Wyre  is 
reported  as  a  good  fly  water,  especially  in  the  higher 
reaches,  where  better  baskets  are  reported,  and  the  rise  of 
fish  is  also  better. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  the  2nd  the  Welcomb  Angling  Society,  Hnlme,  had 
an  enjoyable  evening.  After  disposing  of  routine  and 
general  business,  the  members  had  the  pleasure  of  listening 
to  an  able  essay  on  roach  fishing,  by  the  hon.  sec  ,  Mr. 
P.  W.  Garner.  Then  followed  a  most  exhaustive  essay 
by  Mr.  George  Wyche  on  "  the  best  style  of  fishing  in 
the  Woreley  Canal  Fishery."  The  next  meeting  of  the 
board  of  management  of  the  Woraley  Canal  Fishery  is 
called  for  the  12ch,  to  dispose  of  the  ordinary  agenda  and 
other  business  if  necessary  ;  the  meeting  is  called  for  6  -SO. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  old  Standard  Angling  Society 
was  an  important  one,  and  dealt  with  several  items  of 
interest.  Only  one  competition  will  be  held  during  1899, 
but  that  will  consist  of  four  meetings,  the  first  at  Chester 
(June  18),  the  second  at  Macclesfield  (July  16),  the  third  at 
Staines  (Aug.  27),  and  the  fourth  to  be  arranged  for. 
The  Brothers  Bethell,  from  Pendleton,  have  for  some  days 
been  enjoying  good  sport  in  the  Severn,  at  Ardbeen, 
averaging  about  9ib.  per  rod  each  day.  The  latest  club  to 
be  added  to  our  local  list  is  located  at  Weashe,  with  head- 
quarters at  the  S  wan  Hotel.  The  number  of  members  is 
to  be  limited  to  twenty-five.  The  responsibilities  of  hon. 
sec.  are  entrusted  to  Mr.  W.  Burrowl,  of  332,  Eccles 
New-road,  Weashe.  The  May  meeting  of  the  County 
Palatine  Angling  Association  is  noted  for  the  11th,  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Merry  Anglers. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Angling  news  is  again  extremely  scarce.  The  Trent  has 
receded,  but  the  waters  have  been  too  high  for  suocessf ol 
rod  fishing  amongst  salmon  at  King's  Mills  and  Shardlow. 
Reports  are  still  current  as  to  the  goodly  numbers  of  large 
fish  showing  below  the  ferry  at  the  form;r  place.  Trout 
fishers  have  patronised  parts  of  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet, 
but  the  capture  of  few  fish  is  to  hand.  Sport,  however, 
will  improve  as  more  settled  weather  sets  in.  On  the 
night  of  April  27  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society  held 
its  annual  meeting  at  headquarcers,  under  the  ■presidency 
of  Mr.  W.  Gaskell.  Members  mustered  in  considerable 
force,  and  business  of  exceptional  interest  was  trans- 
acted. Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  enterprising  hon.  secretary, 
submitted  the  customary  financial  stitemeuts,  which 
showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  about  £60.  The  society's 
gold  medals  for  the  year  were  won,  that  for  barbel, 
by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  WalHs ;  that  for  chub,  by  Mr. 
S.  Wallis ;  and  that  for  perch,  by  Mr.  H.  Spray.  The 
perch,  in  fact,  carried  off  the  president's  medal  for  the 
best  specimen  fish  of  the  season  weighed-in.  A  long 
discussion  ensued  as  to  stocking  the  society's  waters  at 
Shardlow  with  trout.  Various  species  were  suggested,  and 
scientific  opinion  on  the  suitability  of  the  stretch  (there 
can  be  no  doubt  about  this)  were  invited.  The  waters 
teem  with  gravels,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  an  experi- 
ment should  not  be  tried  with,  say,  a  batch  of  two-year- 
olds  of  the  old  Thames  stock.  But  are  there  any  hatcheries 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  in  which  Thames  trout  are 
bred  and  reared  ?  The  meeting  had  not  thrashed  out  the 
subject — a  wide  and  varied  one — when  the  closing  hour 
had  arrived.  Possibly  experts  will  discuss  the  matter 
through  your  correspondence  columns ;  at  any  rate,  trout 
bred  Ln  the  Trent  have  occasionally  been  ciught  at 
Shardlow  and  on  other  sections  of  the  river. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  not  been  all  that 
could  be  desired,  and  until  it  settles  down  to  a  warm  spell 
anglers  will  not  go  out  in  any  large  number.  Locally  some 
fairly  satisfactory  sport  has  been  forthcoming  in  the  Loiley, 
which  appears  to  have  ousted  the  Sheaf  from  the  position 
of  fiist  favourite.  The  fish  have  been  of  a  moderate  size, 
ranging  from  6oz.  up  to  nearly  lib.  Trout  fishing  com- 
menced generally  in  the  Damflash  Reservoir  on  Monday, 
although  a  few  tickets  had  been  issued  during  the 
previous  month.  The  weather  was,  however,  too  cold 
and  unsettled  on  Monday  for  sport  to  be  good ;  but 
anglers  are  leaking  forward  with  pleasurable  anxiety 
to  catching  some  of  the  big  trout  that  are  known 
to  be  there.  The  season  alio  opened  on  Monday  in 
the  waters  at  Agden,  and  a  few  anglers  accounted 
for  a  small  nnmber  of  roach,  but  none  of  them  ran  to  any 
size.    Subscribers  to  the  Hollow  Maadowi  SaMrvoirt 
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TBADE  MABX  (E 


P.  D.  MALLOCH,  Perth,  N.B., 

Uanufactnrer  of  every  description  of 
FISHING   TACKLE    SUITABLE    for   ALIL,    PARXS    of   the  WORLD. 


MALLOCH'S 
SUPERIOR  TROUT 
RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  Superiority  of  JVorTcmanship, 
Balance,  a/nd  Casting  Power. 

10ft.,  in  3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  26/-,  28/-,  34/-. 
lift.,  „  28/-,  30/-,  36/.. 

12ft.,  „  3u/-,32/-,38'-. 

With  cork  grip,  6/-  extra, 
lift,  in  2  pieces,  with  spare  top, 
snake  rings  and  cork  grip    ...  40/-- 

SUPERIOR  CREENHEART  SALMON  RODS. 

18ft.  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving 
top  rings,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted, 
rubber  button,  &c.     The  very  best  Rod 
that  can  be  produced         ...       ...       ■•.  67/-. 

16ft.  Eod,  same  as  above,  57/-. 
Very  large  assortment  of  Salmon,  Ch-ilse,  Sea 
Trout,  Loch  and  Miver  Flies,  for  the  Scotch 
Lochs  and,  Jtiners,  all  tested  patterns  and 
beautifully  tied. 
These  Flies  have  obtained  Highest  Awards  whbhever 
exhibitbd. 


MALLOCH'S 
Patent 

CASTING  REEL 

(Improved  Pattern). 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL. 

Improved  Pattern,  in  Gun-metal  or  Alumi- 
nium. The  greatest  boon  to  anglers  yet  invented 
for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds 
of  coarse  fishing  ;  unsurpassed  for  long  distance 
casting  ;  simple,  and  easy  to  learn.  Bods  and 
lines  speciiiliy  suited  for  these  reels 

MALLOCH'S 

PATENT  ADJUSTABLE  BRAKE  REEL. 

In  Gun-metal  or  Aluminium.  The  brake  is 
easily  operated  by  the  hand,  whereby  the  check 
can  be  regulated  at  will  by  simply  turning  the 
milled  dieo  on  spmdle.  This  should  prove  a 
great  advantage  to  anglers,  as  the  check  can  be 
regulated  without  having  to  take  the  reel  to 
pieces,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  reel. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASES. 

For  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  eyed  flies 
of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact,  each  fiy 
secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Ulalloch's  Gold  Medal  Salmon  and  Trout  Itccls. 
Tn  Gun-metal,  Aluminium,  Ebonite,  anil 
Cocus  Wood,   Made  in  18  different  sixes. 
ILLUSTRATED    PRICE   LIST  FREE. 
Telci^rains :  "!MAIjI.OCH,  PERTH." 


EATON  &  DELLER 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

TTS/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ^O/- 


it 
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To  insure  the  fresh  and  immediate  delivery 
of  fish  sent  by  Rail  or  Parcels  Post  use 
ROWLAND  &  HARRISON'S  Address 
Label,  ready  gummed,  in 
books  of  15,  price  6d. 


A  BEAUT  FULLY  COLOURED  REPRESENTATION, 


Taken  on  one  of  our  Special  Casts,  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  X  -  each,  or  XO/-  per  doz.   Each  Cast  Warranted, 

FIRST-CLASS   RODS,   FLIES,   AND  CASTS. 
Our  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  ROD  (2  or  3  Joints)  at  £1  Is.  cannot  be  equalled. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 


19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. ; 
And  at  CHELTENHAM. 
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were  also  able  to  ast  their  flies  for  the  first  time  on 
Monday,  but  here,  too,  everything  was  against  a  favour- 
able opening  to  the  season.  Recent  operations  in  the 
Amber  have  been,  generally  speaking,  of  a  pleasing 
charaofer,  and  the  rivpr  has  now  nearly  almost  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  floods.  B  >ttom  anglers  have 
accounted  for  a  few  nice  fish  on  the  Mill  Pool,  near 
Wingfield,  whilst  fisherman  whihail  from  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  have  caught  a  few  good-sizpd  trout,  dock 
grubs  having  been  the  enccessful  bait.  In  the  Sheaf  the 
open  waters  have  yielded  little  recreation,  but  some  of  the 
private  stretches  of  water  have  famished  capital  sport,  a 
number  of  fineconditioi  ed  heavy  trout  having  been  grassed. 
Visitors  to  the  various  places  on  the  Derwent  have,  now 
and  again,  found  a  little  fishing,  bat  sport  will  not  get  into 
first-class  order  until  the  weather  gets  a  little  warmer. 
At  Cromford  and  Matlock  Bridge  bottom  fishing  has  been 
resorted  to,  and  with  worms  a  goodly  number  of  nioa  fish 
have  been  killed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  all  the  week  has  been  fairly  good  for 
angling,  some  days  beautifully  fine  and  warm,  and  a  lot 
more  flies  have  bf>en  seen  on  the  water.  The  rivers  Teme 
and  Pevern  are  in  capital  order,  and  sport  has  been  better 
all  round.  Some  nice  trout  were  taken  in  the  Teme 
at  several  fishing  resorts  with  the  worm  and  the 
fly,  and  on  Tuesdav  the  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Stone 
Fly,  and  Brown  Palmer  all  killed,  and  one  angler 
did  well  with  the  Red  Spinner  alone.  Several  large 
chub  were  also  taken  with  the  fly  and  a  brace 
of  fine  grayling,  but  they  were  returned  to  the  water.  The 
taking  of  several  salmon  trout  in  the  Severn  last  week 
induced  some  of  our  anglers  to  try  for  more,  and  under 
the  weirs  and  other  parts  of  the  river  they  could  be  seen 
industrially  plying  the  minnow,  fly,  and  worm,  but  I  have 
not  heard  of  another  being  taken.  As  we  have  no  water 
bailiff  in  the  Worcester  district,  there  are  a  multitude  of 
men  tiahing  for  coa-'se  fish,  and  taking  a  great  quantity  of 
roach,  which  are  now  on  the  spawning  beds,  and  in 
a  o  indif ion  quite  unfit  for  human  food.  Two  club  mem- 
bers have  been  rep  irted  for  the  like  offence,  and  their 
case  will  be  investigatpd  by  the  district  committee.  If 
proved  they  forfeit  all  privileges  and  membership  of  their 
respective  clubs.  The  several  club  waters  have  been 
sparii  gly  fished  during  the  week,  and  have  satisfied  their 
members,  who  have  every  reas  in  to  expect  capital  sport 
in  the  future.  Salmon  fishing  shows  but  little  improve- 
mont ;  the  take  of  fish  during  the  week  was  very  small 
indeed,  and  there  is  little  chance  of  improvement  unless 
there  should  be  another  rise  in  the  river. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

For  a  fortnight  or  more  anglers  have  enjoyed  lively 
sport  in  the  Codbeok,  in  Thirsk  distiiot,  good  panniers 
having  been  taken  away.  The  constant  freshes  have 
beautifully  tinged  the  water.  Thanks  to  the  Thirsk  and 
Sowerby  Angling  Society,  the  C'idbeck  contains  an 
exctllent  supply  of  trout,  stocks  of  fresh  young  troutlets 
having  been  placed  in  the  stream  regularly  for  some  years 
past.  Among  the  most  recent  and  the  heaviest  catches 
have  been  those  of  Wm.  Barton,  in  the  depps  in  the 
vicinity  of  North  KiUiogton,  five  and  a  half  brace  of 
grand  young  fi«h  being  tak^n  with  paste  in  one  trip ;  and 
Mr  Geo.  Hodgson,  two  and  a  half  brace,  caught  in  the 
same  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Geo.  Dodsworth,  of  Sowerby, 
appears  to  have  obtained  the  premier  baskets  so  far 
this  season.  On  one  occasion  he  took  four  brace 
of  fine  fish,  averaging  lib.  each,  with  the  worm ; 
ard  on  another  occicion,  a  errand  one.  scaling 
2|lb.,  with  a  small  gudgeon.  Mr.  Geo.  HndfOn,  of 
Thirsk,  bankpd  a  big  fish  with  thp  spin  minnow  in  thp 
Flats.  Mr.  Joe  Bulwer,  of  thp  Kmg's  Head  Hotd 
Thirsk,  whose  back  premises  overlook  the  waters  of  t'  e 
dam,  canght  a  granl  Codbeck  trout,  weighing  close  upon 
IJlb.  ,witi  the  worm,  and  also  two  medium  sized  epecimpnj 
of  the  '■  brook  "  species,  with  the  same  bait,  while  fishing 
on  the  landing-staare  which  overl  toks  the  water.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Wright,  of  Thirsk,  1  ai  experienced  fair  sport  in  the 
water  north  of  the  town,  having  taken  two  very  fine  fish 
at  one  outing.  Mr.  Robt.  Boltrm,  Greyhound  Hotel, 
Thirsk,  has  had  average  sport.  Good  reports  have  been 
received  from  the  Wharfe,  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
and  Esk,  which  are  in  good  trim  for  fly  fishing.  One  of 
the  most  reli-ible  casts  for  May  on  these  rivers  oonsiets  of 
the  Orange  Partridge  (tail  fly),  Toult  Bloa,  Knotted 
Midge,  and  Lime  Watchpt  fdropners). 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS 
Thb  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  56  and  56,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

26,478.  Trawling.  Patentees:  T.  F.  Adamson,  of 
Exchange-baildings,  Tyne  Dock,  and  JJ 
Clarke,  of  Wad  ham -terrace,  South  Shields, 
both  in  Durham.  The  usual  otter-board  is 
replaced  by  a  frame  in  which  an  iron-shod 
pulley  is  mounted.  This  frame,  which  may 
be  either  one  or  two  sided,  is  fitted  with 
shacklf  s  for  the  attichment  of  the  net  ropt'S. 
One  or  more  sraallpr  whee's  may  be  fi'ted 
to  assist  in  keeping  the  arrangement  upright. 

27,1C&,  Finbing.  Patentees:  Messrs.  J.  E.  Martin, 
Ex(:hinge-s.|aare,  Glasgow,  and  H.  L.  Bel- 
laeis,  Aboyne,  AVjerdeenshire,  N  B.,  relatt-s 
to  fly-hooks  and  tackle  cases.  A  frame  with 
a  strip  of  cork  at  tie  top,  and  a  strip  of 
rubber  across  the  back,  is  placed  inside  a  case 
with  hii'ged  lid.  Ti  e  hooks  are  stuck  into 
the  coik,  while  each  piece  of  gut  is  carried 
around  the  bottom  of  the  frame,  and  secured 
in  a  slit  cut  in  the  rubber. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

John  E.  Dewey. — There  is  one  mile  of  free  fishing, 
says  the  "  Angh'rs'  Diary,"  on  the  Otter,  at  Budleigh, 
and  several  milps  of  fishing  can  be  had  by  staying  at  the 
RoUo  Hotel,  which  has  one  transferable  ticket.  Write 
J.  H.  Mortimer,  proprietor. 

W.  Smith  (North  Walaham)  — The  Miller's  Thumb  is 
only  another  name  for  the  Bullhead. 

T.  A. — RuisHp  Reservoir  is  now  preserved  by  a  clab 
with  a  limited  number  of  members  (annual  subsoribers 
only). 


[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  re$pon8ihle  for  the  opinionn 
tsepreased  by  our  Correspondents. 1 


PISHING  AT  COLWYN  BAT. 
Dear  Sir, — Tour  correspondent  ("  Newbold  ")  must 
not  expect  anything  very  -goad  in  this  part,  but  he  will  find 
some  fair  stream  and  lake  fi-hing.  Waders  are  useful  for 
the  rivers  Blwy,  Conway,  &c.,  and  the  various  blues, 
browns,  &c.,  are  useful  flies. — Yours  truly, 

  J.  H.  ASTLEY. 


LARGE  PIKE  AND  PERCH  FISHING  IN  IRELAND 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
the  readers  of  your  admirable  paper  can  inform  me  as  to 
the  best  month  for  summer  or  autumn  mixed  fishing  in 
Ireland,  also  as  to  where  the  b:  at  sport  may  ba  found, 
preferably  large  pike  or  perch,  if  fishing  for  such  is  of  any 
use  daring  the  summer  months.  At  the  same  time  if  any- 
one can  tell  me  where  good,  comfortable,  and  chpap 
accommodation  can  be  found,  I  shall  be  much  obliged. 

One  hfars  great  aco 'unts  of  the  large  pike  taken  in 
Longh  Deig,  but  perhaps,  out  of  the  numbers  of  your 
readers,  some  can  be  found  who  know  of  waters  giving 
better  results. 

An  idea,  of  the  probable  cost  of  a  fortnight's  fs'iing 
holiday  in  the  place  recommended  would  prove  very  useful. 
Wiahingjyou  and  your  paper  every  succcss. — Yours  truly, 
_____  Pike. 

TROUr  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  AND  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  where  I  can  get  s  ime  tnic  trout  fi-hing  in 
Ireland  {not  Donegal)  in  August,  alto  fair  quarters  and 
estimate  of  weekly  C'>et?  I  stiould  also  like  some  infnr- 
ma'ion  about  trout  fishing  in  Norway  in  August  (not  Eide 
or  Vik). — Yours  truly,    Pedagogue. 

THINGS  BELATED  AND  OTHERWISE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  a  few  short  weeks,  many  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Qazette,  both  in  this  and  the  neighb(  uring  island, 
will  be  foregathering  amicably  on  the  shores  of  some 
of  the  lakes  of  the  lat'er  country,  intent  on  the"  dap."  I 
hope  to  be  there  myself  this  year,  and  if  I  do  not  think  it 
will  be  done  by  other  and  more  capable  hands,  shall  be 
happy,  with  your  permission,  to  supply  a  short  account  of 
how  the  lake  fishi  s-  What  lake  it  may  be,  I  do  not  yet 
know.  Last  year  Mr.  Pine  placed  us  all  under  a  great 
obligation  by  favouring  us  with  a  most  interesting 
acc  >unt  of  his  splendid  sport  on  Lough  Derg,  and  it  is 
to  be  hopfd  his  example  will  be  followed  this  season  by 
some  of  those  who  try  their  luck  on  Irish  waters.  In 
Shakesp  are  we  are  made  to  laugh  at  the  boy  who,  having 
found  a  bird's  neat,  chowed  it  to  a  comrade,  with  the 
usual  oonaequences ;  but  it  seenis  to  me  that  there  is 
seldom  any  good  reason  for  one  who  finds  a  good  thing  in 
Ireland  in  the  way  of  dapping  to  keep  it  to  himself. 
Dapping  never  did  or  will  spoil  the  fishing  of  any  water  in 
I' eland,  and  it  is  surely  the  fear  of  euch  a  result  which 
alone  justifies  an  angler  in  keepir  g  a  good  thing  in  6sl:>ing, 
which  he  has  chanced  upon,  dark.  The  extent  of  dapping 
water  is  so  large  that  all  the  potential  dappers  of  the  king- 
dom have  boat  room  on  it,  and  to  spare,  and  interfere  as 
little  with  each  other's  sport  as  if  each  one  were  on  a  river 
to  one's  self.  Still  less  is  the  head  <.f  fith  likely  to  be 
reduced  by  dapping.  To  begin  with,  dapping  only  lasts  a 
brief  three  weeks  or  so  at  the  best,  and  within  dates 
practically  the  same  all  over  the  country  ;  and  this, 
coupled  with  the  important  fact  that  adverse  weather 
is  absolutely  fatal  to  sport,  gives  the  fish  great  law. 
And  it  always  keeps  many  would-be  dappers  from 
crossing  the  channel.  Neither  will  the  Brahmins  of 
the  dry-fly  cult  be  seen  there,  no  matter  how  heavy  our 
baskets  may  be.  Then,  when  the  dapping  is  over,  solitude 
falls  up  )n  our  lakes  once  more,  for  it  is  only  by  dapping 
that  we  can  do  much  wiih  the  trout  on  most  of  our  larger 
lakes.  To  sum  up,  then,  dapping  is  cramped  with  enoh 
limitations  that,  on  the  whole  it  is  f<ir  from  being  desti  active, 
and  on  many  waters  it  is  the  only  way  one  can  get  a  trout 
at  all.  Therefore,  I  would  plead  for  the  dapping 
enthusias'',  and  eay,  let  the  dapping  res'  urces  of  our  Irish 
waters  be  made  known  to  all  men,  and  if  it  be  their 
pleasure,  why,  kt  'em  all  come  !  There  is  room  and 
fish  to  spare  for  all.  Anow  is  a  good  dapping  lake. 
Erne  was  good  in  my  titue,  fifteen  years  ago,  but  I 
have  seen  nothing  in  the  Finhing  Gazette  about  them  for 
a  long  time.  Mr.  Thomas  keeps  us  posted  in  what  the 
West  meath  lakes  are  d  >ing  and  no  one  need  be  ignorant 
of  what  Derg  is  like  after  Mr.  Pine's  report  of  last  season, 
but  there  is  still  room  for  further  information  on  the 
subject  from  other  parts  of  the  island. 

From  the  dap  to  the  May  Fly  is  a  very  shoit  step. 
The  \u'gar  derivation  of  his  alternative  name  always 
seemed  to  me  very  far-fetched,  for  he  is  neither  green 
exactly,  nor  does  he  cock  or,  rather,  furl  his  whisss  in 


the  least  like  a  drake,  though  it  dees  soem  playing  it  hard 
on  the  poor  insect  to  invert  the  usual  ord-r  of  things 
in  hu  case,  and  actually  name  him  after  the  dressing  need 
in  imitating  him.  In  my  boyhood  in  Ireland  I  somi-times 
heard  the  Grey  Drake  or  perfect  insect  called  a  Mag,  but 
with  that  exception  I  have  never  heard  any  name  other 
than  Drake  or  May  Fly  applied  to  this  iriseot,  though 
doubtless  there  are  other  local  names  used  for  it  in  some 
places.  By  the  way.  the  dapper  invariably  rejpcts  the 
Mag  in  favour  of  the  Green  Drake,  the  eailipr  sub-imago 
stage  of  the  winged  fly.  In  some  parts  of  Great  Britaic 
Other  flies  which  kill  well  and  appear  about  that  month 
are  called  May  Flies,  but  it  is  singular  to  find  this  done 
even  in  Ireland,  where  the  genuine  insect  so  abounds,  and 
still  mi  re  when  we  find  it  done  on  the  very  shores  of 
Lough  Derg  itself.  I  was  astonished  one  or  two  seasons 
ago  to  find  the  anglers  at  Kiilaloe  sailing  a  certain 
flat-winged  evening  fly,  which  abounds  there  and  on 
other  parts  of  the  Shannon,  the  May  Fly.  In  other 
places  it  is  known  as  the  Wall  Fly,  and  is  deadly  for 
dapping.  In  shape  it  is  a  Stone  Fly  in  miniature,  but  jast 
the  colour  of  the  moth  that  flits  about  the  candle  flame. 
The  colour  is  uniform,  but  on  Lough  Ree,  higher 
up  the  Shannon,  we  have  an  insect  much  resembling 
him  at  first  glance,  but  the  wing  is  msre  showy, 
the  thorax  brown,  and  the  abdomen  deep  green.  If  known 
to  the  fly  tier,  I  ma»t  say  that  I  don't  know  the  names  of 
either  of  these  flies,  tcientific  or  angling,  for  surely  no  one 
e\er  ordered  a  dozen  "wall  flies";  but  I  should  not  be 
surprised  if  the  presence  of  these  latter  explain  those 
myriads  of  caddis  in  the  lough  which  I,  in  my  simplicity, 
took  for  the  embryo  Drake.  By  the  way,  I  was  greatly 
relieved  to  find  that  I  had  not  to  accept  these  caddis  for 
Stone  Fly,  for  they  were  literally  crawling  over  the  stony 
bottom  in  myriads,  whereas  our  season's  crtp  of  Stone  Fly 
can  only  be  counted  by  hundreds  or  so.  We  call  the  Stone 
Fly  a  mullah  (no  relation  of  the  Mad  Mullah),  and  he  is 
good  for  the  dap,  especially  late  in  the  evening  and  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  Drake  season.  But  they  are  very 
hard  to  be  got  in  any  quantity. 

I  have  recently  been  reading  much  about  the  larval 
existence  of  the  May  Fly,  which  was  new  and  inteiesting 
to  me.  The  larva,  it  appears,  is  a  great  bai  k  burrower, 
but  likes  to  be  near  the  surface.  This  is  t  bviously  a  river 
observation.  In  our  Irish  lakes,  with  el  allow  gravelly 
edges,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  little  creature  can 
quite  do  this,  but  no  doubt  he  does  the  best  le  can  under 
tlie  circumstances  He  is  certainly  seen  to  rise  alike 
from  the  deepe3t  and  shallowest  paitj  of  the  lake.  The 
winged  insecis  couple  in  the  pertect  or  imago  state,  tut  I 
have  frequently  seen  the  maie  imago  pursue  and  apparently 
couple  with  the  newly-risen  imperfect  insect  that  came 
fluttering  across  the  track  of  the  "  dancers,"  who  are 
always  perfect  insects.  But  the  effort  may  have  been 
futile. 

Thanks  to  the  many  learned  contributors  to  the  pages  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  we  are  all  happy  in  the  knowledge 
that,  according  to  .iElian  the  Macednr.ians  fished  for  trout 
in  the  second  century  with  a  Soldier  Palmer.  But  please 
don't  fail  to  remark  that  it  was  a  dry  fly.  It  was  "  floated 
gently  down  the  stream."  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped 
that  this  will  save  blood  and  temper  when  a  ceitiin  club 
in  London  take  up  the  question  of  ascertaining  who  the 
inventor  of  the  dry  fly  really  was,  preparatory  to  erecting 
him  in  gold  on  the  Embinkment.  As  well  hope  to  erect 
a  statue  ot  the  genuine  architect  of  Stonehenge. 

I  wish  someone  would  kiudiy  tell  me  what  "  a  Highland 
river  "  is.  What  are  its  characteristic  features  ?  Not 
every  river  found  in  the  Highlands  is  a  Highland  river. 
So,  at  least,  I  am  given  to  underotand. 

There  are  "  dampers  "  for  the  casting  line  (collar)  going, 
which  some  of  ua  no  doubt  have  seen  or  used.  I  don't 
much  care  for  them,  but  then  I  invaiiibly  mount  my  cast 
before  starting  so  long  as  I  know  t  ,6  water  I  am  for  ;  and 
dampeiB  necessarily  keep  the  gut  in  snch  small  coils  that 
now  and  then  tbe  flies  g-t  tangled  in  each  other  or 
in  the  gut  when  I  am  undoing  the  collar.  But  my 
fingers  are  all  thumbs.  And  the  smaller  the  coUs 
the  more  tedious  the  operation  of  getting  tbe  cast  to  work 
perfectly  straight,  though  if  it  be  really  wet  it  comes 
straight  very  soon.  However,  I  prefer  to  coil  it  round  my 
cap  or  hat  to  any  other  plan.  But,  then,  he  sure  to  wrap 
a  thin  slip  of  tweed  or  flannel  round  the  cap  over  the 
cast,  taking  care  that  everything  is  quite  covered  so  that 
no  light  gets  at  the  gut.  The  coils  are  then  so  large  that 
the  cast  is  quite  straight  when  removed.  Then  let  it  play 
submerged  in  the  shallow  margin  for  two  or  three 
minutes,  and  there  you  are.  I  once  knew  a  purist  who 
always  wrung  out  his  cap  band  in  a  bucket  of  water  before 
putting  it  on,  till  I  suggested  to  him  that  to  do  the  thing 
really  effectively  he  should  also  wring  out  his  cap  as  well, 
aa  only  in  this  way  could  he  make  sure  of  the  under 
surface  of  the  gut  being  moist. 

No  fish  eat  salmon  or  trout  ova.  At  least,  this  is  my 
method  of  expressing  scepticism  or  sugges  ing  examination 
of  asubjfOt.  By  "eating  ova"  we  mean  destroying  the 
hofeful  promise  of  the  harvest,  and  if  the  ova  eaten  is  not 
and  canu' t  be  such  hopeful  promise,  then  I  maintain  there 
is  no  eating  of  ova  properly  so  called,  and  so  understood  by 
the  man  in  the  street.  Now  I  beg  to  assert  th.t  such  ova 
is  already  wasted  and  lost  to  us  for  ever,  s  >  that  the 
eating  of  it  by  fish  does  not  matter  a  pin's  poin\  No  fish 
rt  ot  up  and  devour  the  ova  planted  and  c  ivered  by  the 
fpd,wner,  but  only  that  washed  away,  and  that  must  perish 
in  any  case.  Neither  do  spawn  eaters  so  disturb  or 
embarrass  spawners  as  to  ever  cause  any  mifcarriage  of 
spawning  operations  in  any  way  whatsoever.  If  all  this  is 
true  the  ova  eater  is  a  per'eetly  harmless  creature,  though 
much  maligned  by  many,  like  other  innocents  — Yours 
truly,  MoNA. 

P. 8. — I  have  recently  seen  a  word  or  two  about  the 
prospects  of  the  coming  dapping  season  about  Boyle  in 
the  F.  G.,  and  am  grateful  for  it. 
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COOPER'S  FANCY. 

Dkar  Sib, — Mr.  A.  Roland  Upcher  can  obtain  Coooer'e 
Fancy  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Dale,  fly  dresser,  85,  Stafford- 
street,  Hanley,  Staff. — Yours  truly,        R.  Woolley. 

Tutbnry,  Staff.,   

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  I  have  pleasure  in  sending;  you  a 
sample  of  the  fly  you  inquire  atout  in  to-daje  Fishing 
Gazette  (Cooper's  Fancy).  I  have  ussd  the  fly  at  various 
periods,  and  have  found  it  do  best  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  fishing  season.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  supply  them 
at  Is.  6d.  per  dozen  if  you  are  ordering. — Yours  faithfully, 

F.  W.  Dale. 
The  Anglers'  Dep6t,  85,  Stafford  street,  Hanley, 
[Mr.  Dale  makes  lovely  dry  flies.    This  pattern  looks 
killing.— Ed.]   

Dear  Sie, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  A.  Roland 
Upcher,  as  to  where  the  above  fly  may  be  obtained,  if  he 
will  write  Mr.  H.  Cooper,  Matlock,  Bath,  he  will  get 
them,  either  dressed  on  gut  or  eyed  hooks.  It  is  a  certain 
killer  throughout  the  season  both  on  the  Derbyshire, 
Yorkshire,  and  Westmorland  streams. — Yours  faithfully, 
  Dotterel. 

TROUT  FISHING. 
DiAR   Sir, — I   am  anxious  to  hear  of  some  fishing 
quarters  where  I  could  go  for  a  week  or  two  in  June  with 
my  wife,  who  is  rather  an  invalid,  and  cannot  walk  very 
far. 

We  should  be  glad  to  find  a  quiet,  comfortable  inn  (we 
don't  care  how  humble  if  clean),  whore  fairly  good  sport 
and  fine  scenery  are  combined ,  and  where  the  water  is  close 
at  hand.  Lake  fishing  preferred,  but  if  a  stream  also, 
within  short  distance,  so  much  the  better.  Pish  not  to 
average  less  than  three  or  four  to  the  pound. 

Perhaps  some  good  brother  of  the  rod  cm  kindly  direct 
me  to  such  a  spot ;  if  so,  I  shall  feel  very  grateful.  Some 
years  b-ick  I  stayed  at  Tal-y-lyn,  near  Dolsrelly.  Can 
some  fisherman  who  knows  this  lake  tell  me  if  the  fishing 
is  now  as  good  as  it  used  to  be,  and  if  so,  would  June  be  a 
good  time  there,  or  would  it  be  full  late  ? — Yours  faith- 
fully,   J.  T. 

SILK  FISHING  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  this  heading  "  Spring  Trout" 
explains  that  through  the  increase  in  price  of  raw  silk,  it  is 
possible  the  quality  and  present  prices  of  silk  fishing  lines 
will  not  be  maintained. 

We  beg  to  inform  anglers  generally  that  we  have  a  stock 
in  hand  which  will  enable  us  to  meet  any  demands  that  may 
occur,  and  supply  the  same  quality  and  at  the  same  prices 
as  heretofore. — Yours  faithfully,  F.  H.  C. 

 (Pro.  A.  Carter  &  Co.) 

THE  CONTINUED  POLLUTION  OF  THE  RIVER 
AXE. 

Dear  Sir. — Will  you  kindly  insert  the  enclosed  para- 
graph re  pollution  in  the  Fishimg  Oazette,  as  it  may 
encourage  others  ?  We  have  ftirred  and  stirred  up  the 
farmers,  anglers,  &o.,  until  the  County  Council  have  taken 
the  matter  up : 

"  After  a  protracted  delay  the  Sanitary  Committee  of 
the  Somerset  County  Council  are  bringing  pressure  to 
bear  on  the  pollutors  of  the  Axe.  Now  is  the  time  for 
the  angling  fraternity  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
County  Council  by  all  legitimate  means  in  their  power. 
It  has  been  observed  that  quantities  of  polluted  matter 
are  being  continually  and  wilfully  discharged  into  the  Axe 
at  night.  This  wily  move,  however,  may  be  easily  check- 
mated by  taking  samples  of  the  water  at  night,  in  the 
presence  of  witnesses,  sealing  the  contents  of  the  vessels, 
and  forwarding  them  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  at 
Frome.  We  are  told  by  the  Bard  of  Avon  that  "  There 
is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men  which,  taken  at  the  flood, 
leads  on  to  fortune."  Will  the  long-suffering  dwellers  in 
the  basin  of  the  Axe  realise  the  fact  that  this  is  the  time 
of  their  visitation,  and  will  they  unite  to  strike  a  blow  at 
the  common  foe  ?  Some  splendid  work  has  been  done  by 
the  Weston-super-Mare  Angling  Association  in  the  shape 
of  re-stocking  the  ponds,  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
these  will  only  supply  a  limited  amount  of  sport,  and  that 
the  real  goal  of  the  angler  is  the  Axe  !  Westonians,  too, 
should  bear  in  mind  that  they  are  interested  in  this 
matter.  Until  quite  recently  the  followers  of  the  gentle 
art  have  had  few  inducements  offered  to  them  to  visit  the 
Brighton  of  the  West,  but  with  a  good  trout  stream  at 
Bleadon  the  case  would  be  altered.  A  larger  influx  of 
piscatorial  visitors  might  reasonably  be  expected,  and  the 
town  would  generally  benefit  thereby.  It  therefore 
becomes  an  imperative  duty  on  the  part  of  all  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  Weston-super-Mare  to  prevent  as  far  as 
possible  the  pollution  of  the  Axe." 

I  notice  in  that  admirable  article  "  On  and  Off"  that 
the  writer  siys  he  never  knew  a  Sheffield  angler  catch  a 
roach  with  a  worm  in  the  Witham  or  adjacent  drains. 
Nor  have  I.  but  the  Sheffield  men  do  not  know  everything 
about  the  Lincolnthire  waters,  and  many  catnot  use  paste 
at  all,  as  they  cast  their  maggots  over  head,  as  if  flv  finhing, 
and  say  patte  whips  off.  Also  they  leave  off  fibbing 
before  the  local  (Lincoln  men)  commence.  These  wait 
about  a  fortnight  after  their  "trips,"  and  until  the 
enormous  quantity  of  ground  bait  has  disappeared,  and 
then  commence;  and  the  fiih  are  fat.  With  other  local 
men,  in  October  and  November,  when  the  Witham  was  in 
flood,  1  have  caught  roach  two  at  a  time,  with  worms  in 
the  side  streams,  particularly  in  Sinoil  dyke  and  Barling's 
river.  Alfo  I  have  fished  against  many  men  who  were 
using  creed  wheat,  and  I  have  done  just  as  well,  and  many 
times  better,  with  good  white  or  yellow  paste.  I  lived  in 
Lincolnshire  seventeen  years,  and  so  am  in  a  position  to 
tea  for  myself.— Yours  truly,  J.  J.  Mdssravb, 

Weston-super-Mare  A  A. 


SALE  OF  PRESERVED  BAIT  (FRESHWATER 
PISH)  FORBIDDEN  BY  THE  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES  ACT  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
DURING  THE  FENCE  MONTHS. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Bartlett  and  Sons,  of  Abbey  Mills, 
Redditch,  have  sent  us  some  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of  sale  of  preserved  freshwater  fish  as  bait. 

Of  course  the  clerk  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  is 
perfectly  correct  in  saying  that  the  sale  of  freshwater  fish, 
whether  alive  or  dead,  whether  as  bait  or  for  scientific 
purposes,  is  illegal  under  clause  4  of  section  11  of  the 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts  of  18/8  and  1884.  Anyone  con- 
victed of  selling  is  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  40s.  So 
that  we  advise  all  who  do  not  want  to  be  fined  to  sell 
preserved  sprats  or  smelts  during  the  close  months.  We 
do  not  see  why  the  law  should  not  be  altered  so  as  to 
admit  of  the  sale  of  preserved  freshwater  tisii  as  bait, 
except  that  it  is  a  small  matter  and  de  minimis  non  curat 
lex.  It  is  hardly  likely  anybody  would  kipper  a  ton  or 
two  of  chub  or  bream  in  order  to  seli  it  as  food  under 
pretext  that  it  was  "  bait." 

Here  is  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  : 

Messrs.  Wm.  Bartlett  and  Sons, 

11-12,  Goldsmith-street,  March  80,  1899. 

Wood-street,  E.G. 

Dear  Sirs, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  yesterday,  by 
the  Freshwater  Fisheries'  Act,  1878,  any  person  is  at 
liberty  to  take  freshwater  fish  for  use  as  bait  ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  you  will  refer  to  clause  11,  sub-section  4, 
you  will  see  that  if  any  person  duiing  the  close  season 
buys,  sells,  or  exposes  for  sale,  or  has  in  his  possession  for 
sale,  any  freshwater  fish,  he  is  liable  to  a  heavy  fine.  It  is 
clear,  therefore,  that  the  exemption  only  relates  to  an 
angler,  but  traffic  of  any  descriotion  whatever  in  fresh- 
water fish  during  the  close  season  is  absolutely  prohibited. 
— Yours  faithfully,  J.  Wrench  Towse,  C.B. 

Copy  of  letter  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  Fishmongers' 
C'  mpany,  Fishmongers'  Hall,  London,  E.C.,  April  17, 
1899. 

Dear  Sir, — Our  London  house  have  forwarded  us  your 
letter  to  them  of  the  30th  ult.  We  note  what  you  say  re 
the  Freshwater  Fisheries'  Act  of  1878.  We  would,  how- 
ever, venture  to  point  out  to  you  that  we  cannot  think  the 
Act  meant  to  apply  to  freshwater  fish  preserved  in 
solution,  and  simply  sold  as  baits  for  fishing  purposes. 

It  seems  absurd,  and  when  the  Act  was  framed  this 
evidently  was  not  contemplated  in  any  way.  With  regard 
to  the  exposure  of  freshwater  fish  for  sale,  we  would  point 
out  that  gold  fish  are  openly  sold  every  day  of  the  week  in 
London  without  this  being  called  in  question.  Surely  if 
this  is  allowed,  freshwater  fish  preserved  for  the  purpose 
as  noted  above  in  our  letter  should  be  allowed  to  be  sold. 
We  shall  be  n  uch  obliged  if  you  wOl  reconsider  this 
matter,  and  let  us  have  your  opinion  at  once,  as  it  is 
inconvenient  to  many  of  our  customers  not  to  be  able  to 
obtain  supplies  of  bait. — Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)         Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons,         April  19,  1899. 
Abbey  Mills,  Reddifch. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst. 
I  must  reter  you  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  to  your 
London  house,  and  regret  I  Oin  give  no  other  reply. — 
Yours  faithfully,    J.  Wrench  Towse. 

ULLSWATER  AND  THE  EAMONT. 
Sir, — A  correspondent  asks  in  last  week's  Fishing 
Oazette  for  information  as  to  the  fishing  in  UUswater  and 
the  river  Eamont.  As  to  the  lake,  there  are  several 
piivate  fisheries,  and  inquiry  should  be  made  on  the  spot 
as  to  local  rights,  &c.  Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable 
weather  so  far  this  season,  some  good  takes  of  trout  have 
been  obtained.  The  fish  run  from  about  three  to  the  lb. 
up  to  lib.,  21b  ,  or  81b.  in  weight,  and  occasionally  even 
heavier  trout  are  taken.  The  most  popular  flies  are  the 
March  Brown,  Steel's  Fancy,  Dark  Snipe,  and  Broughton 
Point,  with  the  Brackenclock,  Grey  and  Green  Drakes, 
and  the  Butcher,  in  season  and  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  weather.  The  river  Eamont  flows  from  the  lake,  and 
may  be  fished  from  Pooley  Bridge.  Some  of  the  best 
water  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Yorkshire  Angling  Associa- 
tion, who  keep  their  own  watcher.  Almost  any  of  the 
regulation  flies  are  suitable  on  this  river,  peihaps  the  best 
of  all  being  the  smaller  sizes  of  the  Carlisle  Bulldog,  the 
Silver  and  Blue  Doctors,  Silver  Grey,  and  Jock  Scott.  Whit- 
suntide should  prove  a  favourable  time  for  sport  on  both 
river  and  lake.  Cost  of  licence,  trout,  2s.  6d. — Yours,  &c, , 
  Lakelandkr. 


DEE-CARROG. 

Dear  Sir, — The  river  has  been  in  good  volume  for  some 
time,  and  has  afforded  more  than  usual  sport  to  anglers. 

One  day  recently  two  Liverpool  clerical  friends,  staying 
for  a  short  outing  at  the  Grouse  Hotel,  had  an  exception- 
ally good  time  of  it.  They  found  the  fish  well  on  the  feed, 
and  in  a  few  hours  succeeded  in  landing  sixteen  trout  and 
six  grayling,  the  totil  weight  being  9ilb8.  I  have  heard 
that  several  others  were  also  very  successful  during  the 
week.  In  the  course  of  my  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  years' 
unbroken  weekly  reading  of  the  always  interesiing  Fishing 
Gazette,  I  have  frequently  seen  such  enquiries  as  "  Where 
can  I  get  fairly  good  trout  fishing  at  a  moderate  charge." 
To  those  who  m  iy  now  be  contemplating  an  angling  trip, 
and  are  undecided  where  to  go,  I  would  strongly  advise  a 
visit  to  the  Welsh  Dee.  Unfortunately,  this  tine  river  for 
several  years  has  never  b(  en  reported  in  the  Gazette,  and 
its  advantagoB,  I  fear,  except  to  locals,  are  comparatively 
unknown.  Like  all  other  waters,  the  fishing  is,  of  course, 
uncertain,  but  if  catching  fish  is  not  all-important,  and 
health  is  a  desideratum,  I  know  of  no  place  where  the 
angler  will  be  so  likely  to  enjoy  a  reasonable'  imaount  of 
Votk.  ■■.A'hr-'  V 


The  valley  of  the  Dee  is  noted  for  its  invigorating- air 
and  splendid  scenery.  For  many  miles  above  Llangollen 
its  basin  does  not  exceed  half  a  mile  in  width.  Every- 
where  nature  is  now  rapidly  asserting  itself,  as  seen  in  the 
daily  increasing  freshness  of  hedgerow  and  coppice,  and 
a  month  hence  the  beautifully  wooded  slopes  of  the  river 
will  be  clothed  in  rich  foliage  of  the  most  delicate  and 
lovely  shades  of  green  intermixed  here  and  there  with  the 
pinky  white  blossom  of  the  wild  cherry,  whilst  on  its 
banks  the  unfolding  fronds  of  ferns  and  primroses  galore 
emit  an  agreeable  fragrance,  and  the  air  is  filled  with  the 
melody  of  blackbird,  thrush,  and  other  songsters  that 
here  abound  and  find  a  perfect  sanctuary.  The  River  Dee 
Fishery  extends  from  Carrog  past  the  town  of  Corwen  to 
the  village  of  Cynwyd,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  and  with 
the  exception  of  about  half  a  mile  on  one  side,  is  fishable 
from  both  banks.  Tickets  are  issued  at  Is.  6d.  daily,  63. 
per  week,  2l8.  the  season.  Good  hotel  accommodation 
can  be  obtained  at  Cynwyd,  Corwen,  and  Carrog.  At  the 
Grouse  in  the  latter  village,  through  which  the  river  flows, 
I  have  stayed  very  often  during  many  years  both  for  trout 
and  salmon  fishing,  and  can  confidently  recommend  any- 
one giving  the  fishery  a  trial  to  visit  this  well-known 
anglers'  inn,  which,  under  its  present  proprietors,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilcox,  will  be  found  to  maintain  its  old  reputation 
for  comfort  and  good  eheer.— Yours,  &c.. 

An  Old  Dee  Angler. 


LOUGH  DERG,  KILLALOB. 

Dear  Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  answer,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Fishing  Oazette,  several  letters  which  I  have 
received  from  English  anglers,  readers  of  your  papar, 
asking  information  regarding  the  trout  fishing  on  Lough 
Derg  during  the  Green  Drake  season;  also  when  the  fly 
puts  in  an  appearance,  &c. 

In  years  past  the  lake  fishing  used  to  open  about  May  20, 
and  continue  to  June  15.  For  the  last  few  seasons,  how- 
ever, the  Green  Drake  has  come  "up"  earlier.  Last 
May  (1898)  the  pretty  EphemeriB  were  about  in  large 
numbers  on  the  9th,  and  in  two  diys  after  (the  11th)  one 
boat,  two  rods,  killed  in  a  few  hours  221b.  of  fine  brown 
and  gUlaroo  trout.  If  the  weather  should  be  genial  I 
should  say  that  the  approaching  season  will  open  about 
May  12.    Grilse  fishing  begins  last  week  in  May. 

If  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  contemplate 
coming  over  here  this  month  or  next  after  the  lake  trout 
I  could  give  them  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  fishing  on  a 
river  beat  about  a  mile  in  extent.  Nothing  to  surpass  it 
for  trout  and  grilse  on  the  Shannon  ;  exclusive  right. 

I  shall,  of  course,  as  usual,  be  happy  to  afford  to  any  of 
your  subscribers  who  may  write  to  me  full  information  as 
to  quarters,  fishermen,  tackle,  route  from  England,  &c. — 
Yours  faithfully,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  00.  Clare, 
Ireland.  _____ 

THE  NORTH-BAST  COAST. 
Sir, — I  see  in  the  Fishing  Oazette  that  one  of  your 
correspondents  wants  to  see  some  report  from  the  north- 
east coast. 

W*-ll,  the  state  of  aff  lirs  is  most  deplorable,  so  much  so 
that  it  is  almost  unbelievall^.  If  there  is  not  an  absolute 
dearth  of  fish,  there  is  something  not  very  unlike  it.  At 
Eyemouth,  where  there  is  a  most  industrious,  and,  ULtil 
recent  times,  a  very  prosperous  class  of  fishermen,  there 
has  been  a  public  meeting  concerning  the  poverty  of  the 
small  fishing  town,  owing  to  the  havoc  made  by  the  steam 
trawlers. 

At  Burnmouth,  Berwick,  Spittal,  and  other  places  it  is 
all  the  same. 

In  fact,  from  Plamborongh  Head  to  John  0' Groats  it  is 
poverty,  misery,  and  consequent  degra'lation,  all  owing 
to  the  ste^im  trawlers.  At  Aberdeen  there  is  now  a  strong 
force  of  Shields,  Hull,  Grimsby,  and  Sunderland  trawlers. 
Why  are  they  there  ?  Trawlers  do  not  travel  further  than 
is  necessary  for  supplies.  The  fact  is,  the  North  Sea  is 
used  up,  or  why  do  these  mischievous  craft  betake  them- 
selves to  Iceland  at  great  cost  and  risk  P  Large  quantities 
of  fish  are  landed  at  Aberdeen,  true  enough ;  but  where 
is  it  caught  P 

Large  quantities  used  to  be  landed  at  Shields,  Sunder- 
land, and  Hartlepool,  but  where  do  you  see  those  landings 
now  P  The  Parliamentary  Inquiry  1878,  and  the  Royal 
Commission  of  1881,  were  abundantly  warned  of  what  was 
taking  place,  and  as  to  what  would  result  from  the  whole- 
sale destruction  of  the  steam  trawlers,  but  no  efficient 
remedy  was  given  ;  and  it  seems  to  us  that  nothing  but  an 
absolute  dearth  of  fish  will  bring  the  nation  to  their  senses. 
With  a  greatly  improved  set  of  appliances  both  by  trawlers 
and  linesmen,  fish  grows  scarcer  and  scarcer.  You  can 
have  no  cheap  supplies  of  fish  under  such  an  inherently 
rotten  system  of  going  on. 

No  wonder  trawlers  have  to  go  further  and  further  afield, 
and  even  then  come  in  light,  because  the  method  is  con- 
trary to  all  good  judgment,  and  is  simply  preposterous. 

First  we  are  told  man  cannot  deplete  the  sea,  then  that 
there  is  too  much  general  fishing,  that  a  vast  amotmt  of 
damage  is  done  by  catching  small  fry. 

Now,  if  this  al  surd  and  quite  CQutrary  to  fact  statement 
had  any  bottom,  what  would  it  matter  when,  where,  or 
how  the  fish  were  caught  ? 

When  trawlers  and  linfsmen  are  agreed  as  to  this  deple- 
tion, and  their  creditors  have  "to  whistle  for  their  money," 
what  is  the  use  of  any  individual — no  matter  how  eniinently 
placed — trying  to  set  "  Humpty  Dnmpty  up  again  ?  " 

The  thing  cannot  be  done.  We  of  the  c  iast  are  not  to 
be  caught  with  chaff.  Some  newspaper  editors  of  inland 
town  may  be  so  deluded,  but  not  us;  "  the  proof  of  the 
pudding  "  is  too  patent  for  there  to  be  any  room  for  any 
doubt  of  this  most  unfortunate  and  most-to-be-deplored 
conditition  of  our  fishing  population. — I  remain,  yours 
truly,  Joseph  Hill?, 

Berwick-on-Tweed, 
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THE  "EXACT  SHADE  OP  COLOUR 
THEORY"  IN  ARTIFICIAL  FLY 
FISHING.   

One  of  the  greatest  charms  of  angling  is  that 
it  offers  such  an  infinite  variety  of  subjects  on 
which  anglers  can  agree,  and  do  agree  to  differ. 
"We  find  this  fact  exemplified  through  all  the 
literature  of  angling,  and  from  the  earliest  men- 
tion of  anything  in  the  shape  of  an  artificial  fly 
down  to  the  latest  and  most  scientific  treatise  on 
the  subject,  the  colour  question  has  ever  been  to 
the  front.  The  majority  of  anglers,  like  Charles 
Cotton,  prefer  to  have  a  long  list  of  artificial  flies, 
most  carefully  dressed,  to  represent  not  only  the 
size  and  shape,  but  also  the  colour  of  the  natural 
flies,  and  not  only  the  colour,  but  the  exact  shade 
of  colour.  Cotton,  in  speaking  of  the  contents 
of  his  dubbing  bag,  says :  "  But  let  me  tell  you 
there  are  some  colours  that  are  very  hard  to  be 
got,"  and  that  there  are  scarce  any  that  he  could 
afford  to  lose,  or  would  not  miss  some  time  in  the 
year  if  he  did  loae.  A  hundred  years  after  "  The 
Compleat  Angler  "  was  published,  one  editor  of  it 
puts  a  footnote  to  the  effect  that  experience  has 
proved  that  three  or  four  sorts  of  flies  will  serve 
throughout  every  season  of  the  year.  "  Some  hold 
(like  Sir  Edward  Grey  in  1899)  a  trout  is  not  very 


curious  about  his  flies,  nor  the  seasons  of  them," 
and  he  tells  of  an  experienced  artist  who  "  angled 
very  successfully  with  May  Fly  in  August." 

Taking  down  almost  haphazard  from  the  shelf 
another  book  on  fly  fishing,  we  find  that  accom- 
plished angler,  Edward  Chitty,  Barrister,  writing 
about  sixty  years  ago,  thinks  three  or  four  different 
patterns  of  Hies  are  enough  for  the  salmon  angler 
(like  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  in  1899),  and  yet  says 
that  "  with  trout  you  must  be  exact  (more  or  less) 
as  to  colour." 

And  one  might  go  on  quoting  page  after  page 
from  different  writers  on  this  colour  question, 
but  my  object  in  referring  to  it  is  to  call  attention 
to  the  admirable  essay  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  B.  W 
Smurthwaite,  included  by  Mr.  Halford  in  the  new 
and  cheaper  edition  of  his  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 
The  case  for  the  believer  in  "  exact  shade  and 
colour  "  theory  has  never  been  so  strenuously  and 
uncompromisingly  set  forth  before,  and  a  perusal 
of  Mr.  Smurthwaite's  essay  will  confirm  in  their 
opinions  that  large  majority  of  anglers  who 
hold  that  the  more  closely  your  artificial  fly 
imitates  the  fly  the  trout  or  grayling  are  taking 
the  better  is  your  chance  of  success.  This  exact 
imitation  theory  applies,  of  course,  only  to  those 
occasions  when  the  fish  are  taking  only  one  kind 
of  natural  fly,  selecting  that  and  letting  all  flies 
and  other  insects  pass  unheeded.  If  they  are 
feeding  promiscuously,  taking  everything  that 
comes  over  them,  as  is  very  often  the  case — 
usually  the  case  in  my  experience — then  the 
question  whether  you  should  use  a  Red  or  a  Blue 
or  an  Olive  or  a  Grey  Quill  Gnat  is  not  half  so 
important  as  how  you  use  it.  If  the  trout  or 
grayling  are  feeding  steadily,  and  you  cannot  be 
sure  what  they  are  taking,  when  you  do  get  one 
follow  Cotton's  advice,  bend  a  stalk  of  grass,  push 
it  down  the  throat  a  little  way,  turn  it  half  round, 
and  draw  it  out,  and  some  of  the  recently 
swallowed  flies,  which  are  still  in  the  throat  of  the 
fish,  will  generally  be  brought  to  light,  and  you 
get  proof  positive  about  the  fly  which  is  being 
taken ;  whereas,  if  you  cut  the  fish  open  and 
examine  the  contents  of  its  stomach  you  can  only 
get  a  general  idea  of  what  the  fish  has  been 
taking  probably  hours  before  it  began  rising  at 
the  particular  fly  you  wish  to  identify.  As  Mr. 
Halford  says  : 

"  The  contents  of  the  stomach  of  a  fish  almost  invariably 
comprise  many  different  species  of  the  same  genus,  or 
many  varieties  of  the  same  species.  Insects  belonging  to 
different  families,  or  even  different  orders,  are  often  side 
by  side.  The  larvaj  and  nymphae  closely  packed  together 
ia  the  gullet  and  stomach  are,  when  separated  and 
examined,  found  to  differ  in  colour  from  the  palest  prim- 
rose to  the  deepest  clive,  and  from  a  light  bnft  to  a  deep 
chocolate  brown." 

For  this  reason,  and  without  wishing  to  be 
dogmatic,  I  confess  I  cannot  see  much  good  for 
the  fly  fisher  in  the  certainly  unpleasant  work  of 
making  autopsies  of  fish — for  practical  fly  fishing 
purposes  it  is  as  vain  a  superstition  as  was  the 
practice  of  consulting  the  smoking  entrails  of  the 
sacrifice  in  vogue  among  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans. 

But  does  not  Mr.  Smurthwaite  push  the  exact 
imitation  theory  a  little  too  far  in  practice  when 
he  attributes  fish  "  rising  short "  to  the  fact  that 
the  a,ngler  is  using  an  imitation  which  is  so  nearly 
like  the  natural  in  colour  that  he  cannot  tell  the 
difference,  except  with  a  magnifying  glass  ? 
So  that  if  the  magnifying  glass  shows  that  out  of 
the  various  shades  of  olives  in  your  book  you 
have  selected  one  which  is  so  near  the  colour  of 
the  natural  that  only  the  glass  shows  the  diffe- 
rence, yet  because  of  that  difference  the  fish 
"  comes  short."  But  the  colour  of  the  natural 
flies  in  the  same  hatch  varies  slightly  in  shade. 
While  fully  believing  that  you  should  study  the 
general  colour  and  shade  of  the  fly  the  fish  are 
taking,  if  they  are  showing  any  special  preference, 
I  cannot  believe  that  trout  on  a  gloomy  day  will 
come  short  at  a  fly  because  it  is  the  "  invisible  to 
the  naked  eye  "  part  of  a  shade  too  light  or  too 
dark.  But  I  quite  agree  with  the  statement  that 
the  Little  Marryat  perhaps  will  kill  when  the 
Ginger  Quill  or  Flight's  Fancy  will  not,  and  vice 
versa.  You  can  pick  any  of  the  three  flies  named 
out  of  your  book  on  a  dark  day  without  hesitation. 

Mr.  Smurthwaite  asks  some  enterprising  mem- 
ber of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  to  name,  say,  twenty 
different  shades  of  flies  by  reference  to  the  colour 
of  natural  objects ;  but  does  he  mean  twenty 
different  shades  of  one  colour  F  He  wants  a 
standard  of  shades  of  colour  by  which  one  can 


order  flies,  I  presume.  But  even  for  salmon  flies 
we  have  not  got  this  yet,  although  Mr.  Kelson  has 
advocated  it  for  many  years  past.  I  have  often 
thought  that  the  colours  and  shades  of  colour, 
given  by  Messrs.  Aspinall  with  their  lists,  and  to 
be  seen  in  most  oil  and  colour  shops,  would  be 
very  useful  as  a  standard  for  salmon  anglers,  and 
possibly  trout  also. 

Cotton  gives  as  a  deadly  March  fly  the  Haw- 
thorn Fly,  dressed  with  an  "absolute  black" 
dubbing,  mixed  with  eight  or  ten  hairs  of 
"  Isabella"  coloured  mohair,  and  wings  of  a 
bright  mallard  feather.  Isabella  colour  was  so 
called  after  the  Infanta  Isabella,  daughter  of 
Philip  the  Second  of  Spain,  and  wife  of  the  Arch- 
duke Albert.  It  seems  her  husband  was  besieg- 
ing Ostend  in  1602,  and  she  made  a  pious  vow 
that  she  would  never  change  her  clothes  until 
Ostend  was  taken.  "  Contrary  to  expectation," 
as  the  story  says,  "  it  was  three  years  before  the 

f)lace  was  reduced  in  which  time  her  highness's 
inen  had  acquired  the  above  mentioned  hue," 
viz.,  "  a  kind  of  whitish  yellow,  or,  as  some  say, 
buff  colour  a  little  soiled."  I  fear  Mr.  Smurth- 
waite will  not  accept  "  Isabella  "  as  a  sufficiently 
definite  shade ! 

I  was  never  quite  sure  what  natural  fly  Cotton's 
great  Whirling  Dun  was  intended  to  represent. 
By  a  note  in  the  edition  of  Walton  now  before  me 
(over  a  hundred  years  old),  I  find  it  is  intended  for 
one  of  the  big  sedges.  "  This  is  a  killing  fly,  and 
is  to  be  seen  rising  out  of  the  sedges  in  most 
trout  rivers  late  in  the  evening,  seldom  before 
sunset,  and  continues  on  the  water  till  midnight 
or  after.  It  is  found  most  of  the  warm  months, 
but  kills  chiefly  in  a  blustering  warm  evening, 
from  the  middle  of  May  to  the  end  of  July ; " 
and  a  "  variation  "  of  Cotton's  dressing  is  given 
which  would  certainly  kiU  well. 

"  Ash  colour "  frequently  occurs  in  Cotton's 
fly  dressing  descriptions.  "  Bloa  "  is  another  well 
known  north  counti-y  term  in  connection  with 
trout  flies.  The  learned  Mr.  Ray,  in  his 
"  Philosophical  Letters,"  published  in  1718,  says 
bloa  signifies  a  colour  resembling  that  of  a  mole's 
back,  which  has  a  bluish  gloss — black  and  blue. 
Another  peculiar  north  country  term  is  "  watchet," 
i.e.,  "  colour  cceruleus  albicans,"  pale  or  sky  blue.' 
"  Sheep's  russet,"  "  flame-coloured  calf,"  obtained, 
according  to  Cotton,  by  using  the  hair  from  an 
abortive  calf,  taken  out  of  a  skinner's  lime  pit," 
"  which  the  lime  will  turn  to  be  so  bright  as  to 
shine  like  gold."  Fancy  the  expi-ession  on  Messrs. 
Farlow's  face  if  they  got  an  order  to  dress  a  fly 
with  body  of  abortive  calf ;  or  to  dress  a  Brown 
Ant  with  "  light  barge-sail,  seal's  fur,  and  brown 
bear's  hair"  body,  or  a  Grey  Midge  with  the 
"  down  of  a  sad  grey  cat." 

1  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  our  fly  fishing 
ancestors  took  infinite  pains  to  obtain  materials 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  "  exact  imitation  theory," 
and  undoubtedly  a  great  many  of  theii'  forgotten 
materials  would  still  be  found  useful. 

R.  B.  Makston. 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY'S 
NEW  WATER. 


The  Piscatorial  Society  may  deem  itself 
exceptionally  fortunate  in  ha^'ing  leased  for  the 
space  of  one-and-twenty  years,  should  it  be 
minded  to  hold  it  so  long,  one  of  the  most  prolific 
portions  of  the  famous  Colne  which  it  is  possible 
to  obtain  at  the  present  day.  Everyone  who  has 
anything  to  do  with  providing  private  water  for 
the  use  of  the  members  of  angling  societies  knows 
the  ever  increasing  difficulty  there  is  of  happening 
upon  really  good  aU-round  fishing  anywhere  near 
London.  This  difficulty  becomes  each  year  inten- 
sified, for  the  rapid  growth  of  wielders  of  the  rod, 
and  the  eagerness  there  is  to  snap  up  any  likely 
piece  of  river  that  may  be  in  the  market,  has  had 
the  effect  of  rendering  comparatively  small  strips 
of  water  veritable  gold  mines  to  the  owners  of 
the  meadows  adjoining.  Water  which  a  short 
time  ago  could  have  been  had  for  the  proverbial 
mere  song,  cannot  be  secured  nowadays  under 
rentals  which  are  prohibitory  except  to  influential 
societies  or  wealthy  men.  The  Piscatorials, 
therefore,  I  repeat,  have  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  last  venture  of  the  executive. 
They  have  an  excellent  fishery,  and  this  will 
become  more  valuable  in  years  to  come,  in  view 
of  the  methodical  re-stocking  which  will  naturally 
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go  on  every  season,  in  order  to  keep  it  not  only 
up  to  high  water-mark  but  even  beyond  that 
point.  In  fact,  already  some  400  large  chub, 
roach,  tench,  bream,  and  perch  have  been  placed 
in  the  new  water,  and  additions  to  the  stock  of 
trout  it  holds  will  in  due  time  be  made. 

The  extent  of  the  water  is  about  a  mile  and  a 
half,  and  both  sides  are  included  in  the  lease.  It 
is  known  by  the  name  of  "  The  Weir  Fishery," 
and  is  only  an  hour's  journey  distant  from  Pad- 
dington.  A  leisurely  walk  of  ten  minutes  from 
Uxbridge  railway  station  will  land  the  visitor  at 
the  keeper's  cottage,  charmingly  situated  at  one 
end  of  the  preserve.  The  advantage  the  stretch 
possesses  over  many  fisheries  is  that  it  is  not  only 
particularly  well  stocked  with  coarse  fish,  but 
holds  a  good  supply  of  trout,  both  large  and 
small,  distributed  pretty  evenly  over  the  water. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  splendid  bags  of 
roach  were  made  by  members  who  tried  it,  and 
a  few  heavy  chub  were  taken  into  the  bargain. 
It  is  well  known  that  tench  over  21b.  in  weight, 
large  bream,  and  good  perch  are  to  be  had,  and 
since  the  trout  season  opened,  despite  the  adverse 
climatic  conditions  which  have  obtained,  fish  up  to 
nearly  31b.  have  been  creeled  with  the  wet  fly. 

The  Piscatorial  section  of  the  water  commences 
at  what  is  called  the  High  Bridge,  opposite  to  a 
picturesque  hostelry  designated  the  Swan  and 
Bottle.  Looking  down  stream,  one  sees  an 
almost  straight  run  of  magnificent  broad  shallow 
water,  fringed  on  one  side  with  overhanging  trees, 
a  rare  holt  for  trout,  chub,  and  dace.  This  is 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  has,  for  the 
most  part,  a  gravelly  bottom.  At  the  end  of  this 
shallow  the  river  divides  itself  into  two  portions, 
the  shape  of  the  stream  viewed  from  the  aforesaid 
High  Bridge  being  very  much  like  the  letter  "  Y." 
The  left  offshoot  reaches  to  Upper  Colham  Mill, 
and  in  high  coloured  water  should  fish  well, 
although  when  the  water  is  at  its  normal 
height  it  is  too  "  thin  "  and  bright  for  anything 
but  fly  fishing,  and  even  this  will  only  prove 
remunerative  when  the  mill  below  is  running. 
As  the  latter  is  approached,  deeper  water  is  found, 
and  'cute  fishermen  should  discover  a  spot  or  two 
where  tench  may  be  tried  for  with  every  prospect 
of  success.  If  one  would  walk  quietly  down  the 
sides  of  this  particular  part  on  a  summer  evening 
or  early  morning,  and  listen  attentively,  one 
would  be  sure  to  hear  the  peculiar  sucking  sound, 
if  I  may  term  it,  emitted  by  feeding  tench,  which 
wUl  serve  as  a  certain  guide  to  their  whereabauts. 

Following  the  right  half  of  the  "  Y,"  deep  holes 
with  intervening  shallows  will  be  observed  down 
to  the  weir,  and  in  this  stretch,  above  all  others,  j 
big  coarse  fish  have  their  quarters.    There  are  | 
swims  suitable  for  every  kind  of  angling — long  i 
and  tight  corking,  ledgering,  and  the  ordinary  ; 
float  fishing.    Chub  haunts  abound,  and  there  is 
more  than  one  bream  hole  where,   before  the 
society  took  over  the  preserve,  large  takes  of  the 
"  bellows  "  were  made. 

Crossing  over  the  water  by  the  weir  bridge,  one 
enters  the  inside  of  the  "  Y,"  and  here  will  be 
found  some  of  the  finest  swims  in  the  river.  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  ear-mark  or  locate  them 
on  paper,  but  those  members  who  have  ferreted 
them  out  would  hardly  thank  me  for  giving  away 
what  they  have  been  at  trouble  and  pains  to 
unearth. 

Below  the  weir  the  fishing  extends  as  far  as 
the  gate  entering  the  garden  attached  to  the 
keeper's  cottage.  The  rushing,  foamy  water  holds 
good  trout,  which,  of  course,  work  up  from  the 
water  below,  and,  from  information  I  have  been 
able  to  glean,  barbel  are  likely  to  be  had  here 
in  due  season.  It  will  require,  however,  a  skilful 
hand  to  pilot  a  31b.  trout  safely  into  the  net  if 
the  fish  should  happen  to  bolt  down  stream  on 
being  hooked,  for  a  few  yards  from  the  gallery 
is  the  celebrated  fishing  hut  erected  upon  piles  in 
the  centre  of  the  run.  Some  of  the  members 
think  that  this  delightful  harbour  of  refuge,  or 
"palace,"  as  it  has  been  termed,  might,  with 
advantage  to  the  trout  fisher,  have  found  a  place 
elsewhere,  but  on  this  point  opinions  are  divided, 
and  when  anglers  differ  who  shall  decide  ? 

Lastly,  there  is  the  mill  tail  itself,  which,  when 
live-baiting  and  spinning  are  permitted,  should 
yield  heavy  fish.  The  best  wind,  it  may  be  stated 
in  parenthesis,  for  dry-fly  work  is  a  south-westerly 
one,  and  for  down  stream  fishing  with  the  wet  fly 
a  nor'-wester. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  necessarily  brief  sketch 


above  that  the  characteristics  of  the  fishing  are 
broad  shallows  and  moderately  deep  holes.  There 
will  always  be  a  stream  running,  although  in 
exceptionally  dry  seasons  the  current  will  be 
somewhat  affected.  Yet,  if  the  proprietor  of  the 
Upper  Colham  Mill  keeps  his  water  back  to  get  a 
head  on,  there  must  be  a  certain  volume,  in  fact, 
more,  going  over  the  little  weir  itself.  There  is 
an  amplitude  of  cover,  especially  at  the  top 
portion  of  the  river,  and  as  to  fish,  as  one 
member  peculiarly  competent  to  judge  put  it, 
the  river  is  "alive"  with  them.  In  short,  the 
Piscatorial  Society  possesses  as  fine  a  piece  of 
water  as  one  could  wish  to  have,  and  Messrs. 
R.  C.  Blundell  and  E.  Foreman,  who,  with 
untiring  energy  and  infinite  trouble,  were  mainly 
instrumental  in  carrying  the  matter  through, 
have  for  their  reward  the  intense  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  they  have  been  able  to  satisfy  the 
most  exigeant  members  of  a  society,  in  the  success 
and  prosperity  of  which  they  have  ever  evinced 
the  keenest  and  most  absorbing  interest. 

The  Chibl. 


AN  OLD  TICKET  FOR  FLANDER'S 
WEIR  FISHERY. 


The  Flander's  Weir  Fishery  fifty  years  and 
more  ago  used  to  be  famous  among  Lea  anglers. 


Pro]>j-if1oT. 


and  is  often  referred  to  in  books  on  angling 
The  interesting  copy  of  an  old  annual  subscrip- 
tion ticket  for  this  fishery  is  from  an  impression 
of  the  original  engraved  plate  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Andrew  Tuer  of  the  Leadenhall  Press. 


THE  TROUTING  SEASON  PROPER. 


There  is  practically  no  particular  time  of  the 
angling  year  set  apart  for  brown  trout  fishing  in 
Scotland,  but  there  are  times  when  the  fish  are  in 
better  condition  than  at  others,  and  times  when 
they  rise  more  greedily  to  the  fly.  So  much 
depends  on  the  locality  and  local  surroundings 
that  these  times  vary  even  in  the  same  stream. 
Thus  an  angler  may  commence  on  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Don,  Deveron,  Ythan,  and  Beauly, 
and  make  heavy  baskets  of  well-conditioned  fish  in 
April,  and,  when  he  has  exhausted  the  lower  parts, 
make  tracks  for  the  mid  waters  in  May,  where 
the  fish  are  not  so  highly  favoured,  and  so  on  into 
the  higher  reaches.  The  brown  trout  season 
proper  in  Scotland  comes  in  between  the  early 
tinnock  in  March  and  Api'il,  and  the  grilse  and 
sea  trout  season  in  June  and  July.  April  and 
May  are  the  two  best  months  of  the  year  for 
making  the  heaviest  baskets  of  trout.  The  fish 
are  then  ravenously  on  the  feed,  especially  during 
the  first  few  days  of  the  advent  of  genial  weather, 
when  the  fly  first  comes  on  the  water.  The 
streams  are  not  theri  too  clear  nor  too  small,  as 


they  are  later  on,  and  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
fly,  from  what  will  be  used  for  grilse  and  salmon 
later  on  to  the  ordinary  sizes,  will  be  snapped  at 
as  soon  as  it  alights. 

There  is  nothing  more  delightful  than  a  day 
among  the  yellow  trout,  as  they  are  more 
familiarly  called  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  during 
the  first  weeks  of  the  season.  With  a  medium 
sized  water,  a  gentle  breeze,  a  genial  temperature 
to  bring  up  the  fly,  a  double-handed  13ft.  or  14ft. 
trouting  rod,  and  such  a  stream  as  the  Ythan, 
Ugie,  Deveron,  or  Findhorn  presents,  the  angler 
must  be  hard  to  please  indeed,  or  else  a  pure  out 
and  out  duffer,  who  does  not  extract  the  acme  of 
sport  and  the  highest  ecstasy  of  pleasure  under 
such  conditions. 

One  does  not  need  to  wade  nor  to  practise  dry-fly 
or  upstream  fishing.  Nothing  half  so  arduous. 
Leave  that  till  June,  July,  and  August,  when  the 
streams  have  run  down  to  vanishing  point,  the 
fish  have  gone  off  the  fly,  and  a  basket  can  only 
be  made  under  a  blistering  sun,  worming  up- 
stream or  parr-tailing  the  rapids.  Casting  from 
the  bank,  and  well  back,  if  possible,  although  it  is 
not  necessary  to  be  over  particular  at  this  time, 
with  about  ten  or  a  dozen  yards  of  line  at  most, 
often  less,  the  flight  falls  slantingly  across  the 
stream,  and  before  it  has  been  swung  round  by 
the  current  there  is  a  gobble,  the  fly  is 
sucked  down,  and  the  game  begins.  The  first 
off  go  usually  shows  the  mettle  and  pro- 
portions of  the  quarry.  If  it  be  a  small  fish,  it 
is  usually  reeled  in  nolens  volens ;  and  if  lost  in 
the  process  there  is  no  heartburning  over  the 
matter,  as  it  will  now  have  a  chance  to  grow 
bigger,  which  is  all  the  better  for  the  good  of 
the  stream.  But  anything  of  the  nature  of  a 
i-pounder  or  over  is  handled  more  carefully,  accord- 
ing to  the  record  it  can  command  per  scale 
avoirdupois,  as  may  be  calculated  by  the  strain 
with  which  it  bores  up  and  across  the  pool,  the 
pull  it  has  on  the  rod,  and  the  amount  of  fight 
it  shows.  Then  it  is  treated  with  rising  respect. 
Rising  by  leaps  and  bounds,  between  the  time 
when  first  its  silvered  broadside  flashes  in  the 
water,  after  the  first  struggles  are  over,  and  that 
exciting  interval  of  doubt  and  fear  and  joy  when 
it  lies  a  shivering  silvery  beauty  safe  on  the  bank. 

The  little  double  hook  is  a  terror  to  the  very 
early  trout.  There  is  no  getting  away  from  the 
hold  when  once  the  points  are  embedded  in  the 
tissue  of  the  jaw,  lip,  or  tongue.  They  are  all  the 
rage  in  big,  heavy  waters,  but  as  the  season 
advances  the  small  double  gives  place  to  a  smaller 
single  iron.  With  a  flight  of  March  Brown, 
Grey  Quill,  Professor,  Lord  Saltoun,  or  Red 
Mallard  —  three  to  the  flight  —  and  such  like, 
dressed  on  the  smallest  single  irons,  we  have  more 
confidence  of  a  better  basket  than  with  the  same 
hooks  on  double  irons. 

Bar  easterly  winds,  the  trouting  season  has 
been  a  good  one,  and  the  baskets  presently  being 
obtained  are  very  satisfactory  indeed.  Twenty- 
five  trout,  weighing  12^lb.,  is  by  no  means  a  bad 
basket,  and  is  about  the  average  which  has  been 
made  in  spite  of  the  somewhat  hard  conditions  of 
overnight  frosts,  blistering  sunlight,  and  easterly 
winds.  The  heaviest  basket  this  season  was  sixty 
fish,  weighing  451b.,  with  several  over  21b.,  made 
on  the  Don  and  on  waters  preserved,  but  not 
otherwise  encouraged. 

When  we  say  "  presei'ved,"  we  mean  preserved 
as  far  as  ordinary  watching  by  the  gamekeepers 
on  the  estate  are  concerned,  otherwise  the  pre- 
serving does  not  amount  to  much,  and  the 
assistance  in  the  way  of  re-stocking  nil. 

Among  the  best  trouting  streams  in  the  north 
just  now  may  be  mentioned  the  tributaries  of  the 
Tay,  the  South  and  North  Esks  (Forfarshire), 
Dee  (lower  waters),  Don  (right  up  to  Alford), 
Ythan,  Ugie,  Deveron,  Spey  (lower  waters),  Lossie, 
Findhorn  (very  early  river),  Nairn,  Ness  (parts 
of),  Beauly,  Connon,  and  Sutherland  lochs,  where 
the  fish  are  just  beginning  to  fatten,  and  where 
the  prospects  of  a  really  good  season  are  fairly 
bright.    G.  M. 


APPEARANCE  OF  THE  MAY  FLY. 

Already  we  have  reports  of  the  appearance  of 
the  May  Fly,  the  first  early  specimens — Uhlans 
of  the  great  army — on  some  of  the  Irish  waters. 
We  shall  be  obliged  to  any  of  our  readers  who 
will  send  us  word  when  the  fly  appears  in  their 
1  districts. 


Mat  13,  1899] 
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THE  THAMES  AS  A  SALMON 
RIVER. 


Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  articles,  recently 
pi-intedinthe  Pall  3IaU  Gazette,wi\i  have  been  read 
with  the  greatest  interest  by  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is  not  only  the  angler  who  desires  to 
see  salmon  in  the  Thames ;  the  mere  fact  of  such 
a  re-stocking  proving  successful  would  be  the 
most  convincing  evidence  of  the  improved  condi- 
tion of  the  river,  and  would  be  the  finishing  touch 
to  the  great  work  of  purification  undertaken  by 
the  late  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  some 
fifteen  years  ago,  and  put  into  successful  opera- 
tion in  1889.  But  our  sympathy  with  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  wishes  must  not  blind  us  to  facts ; 
and  in  the  articles  alluded  to  Sir  Herbert 
appears  to  have  allowed  his  desires  to  out- 
weigh his  judicial  instincts.  More  particularly 
in  dealing  with  some  statements  made  by 
myself  he  fails  to  see  the  true  point  of  my 
argument,  and  even,  of  course  unwittingly, 
attributes  to  me  opinions  to  which  I  have  never 
given  expression.  Thus,  he  says  that  I  deny  that 
any  improvement  has  taken  place  since  1894  in 
the  quality  of  the  effluent  discharged  from  the 
metropolitan  outfalls;  but  reference  to  my 
remarks,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  in  his 
article  in  the  April  number  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century  Review,  will  show  that  I  did  not  allude  to 
the  effluent  at  all,  but  to  the  condition  of  the  river 
itself  within  the  limits  of  what  I  have  called  "  the 
zone  of  maximum  impurity."  I  stated  that  until 
1897,  when  my  personal  connection  with  the 
question  of  Thames  purification  ceased,  there  had 
been  no  alteration  of  the  condition  as  shown  in  a 
report  made  to  the  main  drainage  committee  of 
the  London  County  Council  by  its  then  chemist, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Dibdin,  in  1894  ;  and  further  added  that 
I  had  no  reason  to  think  that  any  decided  im- 
provement had  taken  place  during  the  last  two 
years.  I  may  say  that  for  several  years  it  was 
part  of  my  duty  to  inspect  and  examine  the  river 
between,  generally  speaking.  Charing  Cross  and 
Erith,  samples  being  taken  at  regular  points 
throughout  the  journey,  and  submitted  to  analysis 
with  a  view  to  determining  the  amount  of 
dissolved  oxygen  and  of  sea  water  present.  A 
great  improvement  was  observed  after  the  open- 
ing of  the  precipitation  works  at  Barking  and 
Crossness,  but  the  improvement  then  shown 
has  gone  no  further.  The  river  has  proved 
itself  capable  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  of 
the  metropolis,  minus  the  suspended  solids, 
without  causing  a  nuisance  or  reproducing  the 
shocking  condition  which  obtained  in,  say,  1884 
and  1887.  In  so  far  the  scheme  of  purification 
I  has  been  perfectly  successful ;  but  there  is  a  very 
!  wide  difference  between  this  balancing  of  the 
'  opposing  forces  of  pollution  and  purification  and 
the  absolute  cleansing  of  the  river  by  the  removal 
,  of  aU  sewage  matter.  The  effluents  from  Barking 
!  and  Crossness  are  only  sewage  from  which  the 
I  greater  proportion  of  the  suspended  or  floating 
solids  has  been  removed.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell 
quotes  fourteen  analyses  made  by  Mr.  Groves,  the 
chemist  to  the  Thames  Conservancy,  in  support 
of  his  contention  regarding  the  improvement  in 
the  quality  of  the  effluent.  As  already  pointed  out, 
I  had  said  nothing  on  this  head ;  but  I  do  say 
now  that  no  such  improvement  has  taken  place, 
or  can  take  place  so  long  as  the  present  system  is  at 
work.  It  was  designed  to  cure  a  certain  evil, 
Tiz.,  the  deposition  of  sewage  sludge  in  the  river, 
and  the  consequent  foul  state  of  the  water  in  the 
summer  time.  It  has  effected  that  object,  but 
more  it  is  unable  to  do.  Again,  Mr.  Groves' 
remarks  as  to  the  effluent  being  "  fair,"  "  good," 
&c.,  must  be  taken  as  applying  to  an  effluent 
^scharging,  as  this  does,  into  a  large  body  of 
tidal  water  which  cannot  under  any  circum- 
stances be  used  for  domestic  purposes.  Not  one 
of  the  effluents  shown  in  the  quoted  table  would 
be  passed  as  satisfactory  if  the  point  of  discharge 
were  above  lock,  and  none  would  be  permitted  by, 
■ay,  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee 
or  the  Ribble  authorities.  But,  passing  from 
ttieae  few  analyses,  from  1890  to  1897  I 
made  personally,  or  was  responsible  for,  an 
analysis  of  the  average  crude  sewage,  average 
'  dflnent,  and  the  river  at  high  and  low  water  daily. 
!  Speaking  from  this  exceptionally  large  experience, 
I  say  that  the  outfalls  at  Barking  and  Cfrossness 
never  discbarge  an  effluent  which  can  be  called 


good  or  satisfactory,  except  under  the  special 
conditions  already  referred  to.  Every  day  some 
two  hundred  million  gallons  of  clarified  sewage 
are  discharged  into  the  Thames.  When  the  tides 
are  making  from  neaps  to  springs,  in  summer, 
the  water  over  Teddington  weir  being  greatly 
reduced,  the  daily  increase  in  the  volume  of  water 
between  Crossness  and  London  so  much  exceeds 
the  daily  inflow  of  upland  water  that  the  sewage 
effluent  is  carried  steadily  upwards  day  by  day. 
This  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  existence  of  the  foul 
belt,  and  in  dry  weather  this  cause  would  not  be 
removed  even  if  the  London  water  companies 
drew  no  water  whatever  from  the  Thames.  And 
further,  Mr.  Groves'  analyses  do  not  help  Sir  H. 
Maxwell's  argument ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  plainly 
show  that  no  alteration  has  taken  place. 

The  actual  condition  of  the  water  of  the  river 
Thames  off  both  outfalls  at  high  and  low  water 
could,  no  doubt,  be  readily  ascertained  by  making 
application  to  the  London  County  Council,  who 
have  such  samples  collected  and  analysed  daily. 
The  same  authority  would,  doubtless,  furnish  the 
Thames  Salmon  Association  with  particulars 
regarding  the  aeration  of  the  water  between 
Crossness  and  London  Bridge,  a  factor  which  is 
determined  by  the  council's  chemist  each  week. 

I  do  not  think  the  cases  of  the  smelt  and  the 
salmon  are  pai-allel.  The  smelt  is  distinctly  a 
foul  feeder,  and,  according  to  John  Bickerdyke, 
should,  as  a  rule,  be  looked  for  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  a  sewage  outfall.  Since  it 
possesses  such  predilections,  it  is  only  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  Nature  has  fitted  it  for  the 
purpose,  and  enabled  it  to  flourish  in  water 
which  is  to  a  considerable  extent  deprived  of  its 
oxygen. 

We  can,  however,  go  beyond  the  smelt,  and 
deal  with  fish  which  have  great  power  of  survival 
in  polluted  waters,  viz.,  roach  and  dace.  Fish  of 
these  kinds  were  kept  in  a  large  aquarium,  with  a 
constant  though  small  flow  of  fresh  water ;  and 
to  this  aquarium  daily  portions  of  Barking 
effluent  were  added.  Determinations  of  the 
oxygen  held  in  solution  were  frequently  made, 
and  it  was  found  that  fish  perished  whenever  the 
proportion  of  effluent  was  sufficiently  large  to 
reduce  the  percentage  of  aeration  much  below 
fifty.  In  other  words,  when  the  actual  amount  of 
dissolved  oxygen  did  not  exceed  about  one  cubic 
inch  per  gallon  the  fish  were  suffocated.  And 
during  the  summer  months  the  aeration  of  the 
river  water  between  Barking  and  Greenwich  is, 
as  a  general  rule,  far  below  this  standard.  A 
casual  sample  drawn  from  the  river  shows 
nothing ;  it  may  appear  clear  and  bright,  and  in 
every  way  desirable.  The  only  real  test  is  to 
determine  the  quantity  of  oxygen  dissolved  in  a 
number  of  samples  taken  a  few  feet  below  the 
surface. 

In  conclusion,  will  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  permit 
me  to  call  attention  to  an  obvious  error  in  his 
statement  regarding  the  quantity  of  sea  salt 
present  at  London  Bridge?  The  22  per  cent, 
relates  to  sea  water.       George  Thudichttm. 


0  WAD  SOME  POW'R  THE  GIFTIE 
GIE  US/'  &c. 


Madame  Majawi  to  her  daughter  Phillis  B. : 
"  Yes,  Phil,  dear,  I  have  no  great  objection  to 
your  marrying  Bob ;  he  is  a  good  enough  lad  in 
many  ways,  but  he,  like  many  men  and  women 
that  go  a-fishing  are  undoubtedly  crackpots. 
Your  father  must  have  been  bitten  by  a  fish.  If 
you  are  unfortunate  enough  to  be  bitten  by  a  dog 
it  sometimes  brings  on  hydrophobia,  and  I  say  it 
must  be  the  same  with  men  who  go  a-fisbing. 
I  only  exempt  the  poor  men  who  have  to  get  their 
living  by  it,  for  at  times  theirs  must  be  dreadful 
work.  Your  father  was  a  great  angler.  It  seems 
very  curious  to  me  th^sa  men  always  call  them- 
selves great.  The  late  Mr.  B.  was  anything  but 
great ;  he  would  f ussick  and  fidget  for  hours  over 
anything  connected  with  his  favourite  sport,  but 
he  had  about  as  small  a  mind  as  any  man  I  have 
ever  spoken  to,  he  never  troubled  himself  about 
anything  outside  of  it,  and  as  for  driving  in  a  nail 
or  chopping  a  bit  of  wood,  fixing  a  curtain  pole, 
or  any  useful  household  work,  he  would  leave  it  to 
me,  and  delicately  tell  me  he  was  not  brought  up 
a  carpenter.  Then,  dear,  directly  after  our 
honeymoon  was  over,  off  he  used  to  go  for  a  day 
or  two  at  a  time,  and  when  he  did  come  back  he 


was  full  of  (no,  not  whiskey,  although  anglers  do 
drink  a  lot  at  times,  wetting  every  fish  they  catch 
for  luck,  as  they  tell  me)  tales  about  a  Miss  C.  or 
Mrs.  C,  of  the  Eel  Pot  Hotel ;  not  that  I  cared 
one  jot,  for  Fred  was  always  a  bit  of  a  flirt,  and 
his  being  away  gave  me  the  chance  of  inviting 
your  grandmother  and  your  aunt  to  tea.  Every 
Saturday,  winter  or  summer,  saw  him  on  the  war- 
path. Out  of  bed  he  would  bundle,  then  go  down 
to  the  kitchen  to  make  up  his  bait,  then  without 
any  breakfast  rash  off  to  catch  the  first  train. 
Our  landlord  used  to  say  '  What  a  crackpot  the 
man  must  be  to  get  up  at  5  a.m.  such  a  morning 
as  this  ;  why,  it  was  sleeting,  after  a  sharp  frost 
last  night ;  he  must  be  mad.'  Yes,  and  I  remember 
even  in  the  sixties  he  came  home  eleven  times  in 
succession  without  catching  a  fish,  but  he  was  at 
it  again  the  next  week  as  soon  as  the  shop 
was  closed,  or  earlier  if  he  could  get  away. 
Snow,  frost,  or  fog  did  not  matter  to  him 
or  t«  his  friend  B.  W.  He  was  another  great 
angler,  but  I  never  heard  of  him  bringing  home 
a  single  fish  (at  least,  what  I  should  call  a  fish) 
worth  cooking,  and  that,  I  feel  sure,  was  not 
caught  by  B.  W.  He  took  it  far  too  quietly.  I 
know  him ;  he  would  have  made  more  fuss  about 
it,  like  he  does  when  he  catches  a  few  small  things 
no  bigger  than  sprats,  and  takes  some  prize  with 
them,  although  ms  wife  says  it  costs  three  times 
as  much  in  railway  fares  and  other  expenses  as 
the  prize  is  worth.  Now,  what  men  can  see  in 
pulling  out  poor  little  things,  or  bringing  home 
fish  you  can't  eat,  puzzles  me ;  or  where  the  sport 
comes  in,  for  I  guess  the  greatest  angler  of  the 
lot  could  not  catch  fish  were  they  not  hungry. 
Sport,  indeed  ;  much  these  crackpots  have  to  be 
proud  of ! 

"  Then  there  was  old  Mr.  F.,  in  whose  service 
your  Aunt  Sarah  was.  Mr.  F.  was  a  great  trout 
and  salmon  catcher.  He  used  to  worrit  your 
aunt's  life  out.  He  would  persist  in  coming  down 
at  unexpected  times  into  her  kitchen,  bringing 
some  long,  wet,  dirty,  drab  things,  with  feet  to 
them,  to  dry  at  the  fire.  He  called  them  his 
waders.  They  were  like  the  dress  the  man  used 
when  he  went  down  in  the  tank  diving  at  the 
Polytechnic,  only  without  the  head-piece ;  and 
was  not  the  old  crackpot  particular  about  drying 
them  himseK  rather,  after  the  cook  once  splashed 
them  all  over  with  fat.  Your  aunt  says  you 
should  have  heard  how  the  old  beauty  carried  on ; 
swore  they  were  spoilt,  and  would  cost  him  over 
£2  for  another  pair.    Serve  him  right,  I  say,  for 

foing  into  the  kitchen.  One  day  he  asked  old 
im,  their  odd  man,  to  fill  them  with  water,  to  see 
if  they  leaked;  so  Jim  hun^  them  up  in  the 
scullery,  and  had  nearly  fimshed  filling  them, 
when  bang !  went  something.  The  stout  cord 
had  broken  with  a  loud  snap,  and  down  they 
came,  knocking  the  poor  old  fellow  over  and 
drenching  him.  At  first  they  were  inclined  to 
laugh  at  the  plight  the  poor  old  chap  was  in; 
but  the  laugh  soon  changed  to  black  looks,  for 
the  water  poured  in  the  kitchen,  and  a  nice  job  they 
had  to  sop  it  up.  Drat  his  drabbity  old  things, 
it  gave  poor  old  Jim  the  rheumatics  for  a  month, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  fright.  When  Mr.  F. 
was  not  in  the  kitchen,  he  was  always  wanting 
buttons  sewn  on  or  bits  of  tape  stitched  on  for 
him.  '  Sarah,  will  you  do  this  ?  Sarah,  please 
do  that  ?  '  Your  aunt  did  not  so  much  mind 
doing  little  jobs  for  him,  but  drew  the  line  at 
being  jawed  at.  She  jumped  up  one  day  to 
answer  the  door,  and  stuck  her  needle  in  a  pair  of 
his  fishing  things.  She  was  sewing  some  buttons 
on  for  him.  You  should  have  heard  him.  It  was 
not  so  much  what  he  said,  but  the  nasty  way  in 
which  he  said  it.  So  it  ended  by  both  girls  giving 
the  old  crackpot  a  month's  notice. 

"  Do  you  remember  that  nice  young  man  that 
occupied  oui-  top  back  room,  I  think  most  of  the 
time  you  were  away  at  Annie's ;  but  you  saw  him 
once  or  twice,  if  you  remember.  He  was  a  nice 
looking  man,  gentlemanly,  and  used  to  weai- 
his  hair  long,  like  poets  often  do.  My  word,  he 
could  talk.  Talk  about  a  magpie,  it  wasn't  in  it 
with  him.  Such  beautiful  words  he  always  used ; 
he  ought  to  have  been  a  preacher.  I  could  not 
understand  one  half  of  them.  Your  brother  used 
to  say,  '  Neither  does  he,  mother ;  he  only  uses 
hard  words  to  puzzle  you,  or  to  cover  up  a  weak 
idea.'  But  as  to  fishing,  it  was  all  business  with 
him ;  not  pleasure.  I  never  knew  him  to  go 
fishing  on  a  Sunday.  Bob  used  to  say,  '  I  don't 
blame  him  if  he  can  sneak  a  day  off  in  the  week. 
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He  claimed  to  be  a  fisherman ;  so  I  must  dub  him 
crackpot  in  spite  of  his  wonderful  tongue.  Fishing 
is  only  an  excuse  with  some  men.  I  know  one 
man  who  only  goes  a-fishing  to  get  a  bit  more 
brass  (i.e.,  money,  as  the  song  says);  but  he  is 
another  that  can  talk.   Your  father  and  I  travelled 

with  him  one  day  to  A  .     He  never  once 

left  off  chattering  on  angling  or  showing 
us  how  it  was  done  the  whole  112  miles. 
Then  he  laid  down  in  the  bottom  of 
the  carriage,  coming  back,  to  show  your  dad 
how  to  peg  for  bream.  If  he  was  a  crackpot 
he  was  a  good  old  gentleman,  and  a  good  friend 
to  your  father.  I  have  often  wondered  why 
anglers  are  such  excitable  men.  One  very  bad 
specimen  was  old  J. ;  he  was  a  great  Lea  angler. 
Many  times  has  your  father  made  us  laugh  by 
his  description  of  the  excitable  state  he  would  get 
in,  especially  if  anyone  was  watching  him  play  a 
fish,  as  they  call  it ;  but  why  call  it  play  when  it 
means  death  to  the  poor  thing  I  can't  imagine. 
Once  J.  was  playing  a  big  jack.  '  Keep  out  of  the 
way ;  stand  further  back,  can't  you ;  keep  off  my 
line.  There,  he  is  gone ;  no,  he  is  still  on.  Oh  ! 
he  is  a  beauty,  over  201b.  Get  the  gaff ;  now  I 
have  him.  No,  he  is  off  again ;  don't  touch  the 
line.  Now,  then,  wait  a  moment  until  I  tell  you.' 
At  last  it  was  got  out  of  the  water,  when  J. 
danced  and  capered  about  the  bank  like  the  mad- 
man he  was.  They  then  all  adjourned  to  the  Pig 
and  Whistle  to  wet  it  once  more  for  luck  and  to 
weigh  the  fish ;  it  scaled  151b.  A  short  time  after 
this  a  number  of  anglers  were  down  overnight ; 
J.  was  one  of  them.  When  in  the  bedroom 
several  began  skylarking,  most  of  them  having 
had  as  much  ale  as  they  could  carry.  At  last,  the 
play  was  of  a  rough  character.  AH  of  a  sudden 
J.  jumped  out  of  bed,  calling  out  he  was  killed. 
One  of  the  crackpots  had  accidentally  cut  J.'s 
head  open  with  the  glass  water-bottle ;  the 
moment  he  saw  blood  he  nearly  fainted,  and 
screamed  out  '  Send  for  my  wife,  send  for  my 
wife ;  I  am  a  dead  man ! '  A  telegram  was  at 
once  dispatched  to  London,  and  down  it  brought 
Mrs.  J.  next  morning  in  a  terrible  fright.  She 
nished  upstairs,  calling  out  '  Where  is  my  J.,  is 
he  dead  ?  '  but  she  was  quickly  satisfied  other- 
wise, for  her  husband,  with  his  head  bandaged  up 
with  a  towel,  sat  up  laughing  in  bed  as  she  flew 
into  the  room,  and  into  his  arms.  There  was 
great  joy  for  a  time ;  then  she  let  him  have  a  bit 
of  her  mind  for  being  such  a  fool  for  frightening 
her.  Tour  father  used  to  describe  these  tales 
with  a  great  number  of  adjectives,  which  I 
purposely  leave  out.  Why  so  many  anglers  use 
such  bad  language,  especially  on  the  river  bank,  I 
can't  make  out ;  it  is  a  great  pity.  I  wonder  the 
A.A.'s  don't  bring  it  before  all  the  clubs,  and  fine 
them.  The  money  collected  to  go  to  the  benevo- 
lent fund.  And  now,  dear  Phillis,  I  hope  I  have 
said  enough  to  prevent  you  marrying  an  angler ; 
what  with  their  disregard  for  truth,  their  fidgety, 
fussicking  ways,  and  their  drinking  propensities, 
I  feel  sure  that  they  are  nearly  all  madmen,  and 
ought  to  be  avoided."  "  Marjokie  B." 


A  JULY  EVENING  BY  A  WELSH 
RIVER. 

Last  summer  I  chanced  to  have  an  evening  to 
spare  while  staying  at  St.  Asaph  on  business, 
and,  passing  over  the  town  bridge,  it  struck  me 
that  one  might  as  well  learn  something  of  the 
fishing.  Looking  up  my  "  Angler's  Diary,"  I 
found  that  it  read  as  follows : — 

"  St.  Asaph  (Flint).  L.  and  N.W.R.  Clwyd ; 
salmon,  trout ;  preserved  for  some  distance  by 
landlord  of  hotel,  (c.s.)  Elwy;  salmon,  trout, 
(c.s.)  Helyg,  5m.  'E.  Lakes,  Junction  Pond, 
Helyg,  5m.E.  Hotel:  Plough.  {See  Bhyl,  Llanfair- 
Talhaiarn ) " 

Off  I  went  to  the  Plough  Hotel  and  asked  about 
the  fishing.  "  Oh,"  said  they,  "  you  must  see  Tom 
Deed,  the  watcher."  On  asking  directions,  I  was 
told  to  "go  down  the  road  and  ask  anybody." 
This  direction  worked  admirably,  and  on  calling 
at  Deed's  cottage,  I  found  him  preparing  to  go 
his  evening  round.  He  told  me  of  an  old  weir 
existing  about  five  miles  up  the  Elwy,  at  Bont- 
Newydd,  which,  though  provided  with  a  salmon 
pass,  let  but  very  few  fish  get  above.  The  water 
being  dead  low  and  bright,  I  decided  to  go  up  and 
take  a  picture  of  the  fish  pass  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Finhinfi  Gazette  readers ;  so,  strapping  my 


camera  on  my  shoulders,  I  volunteered  to  bear 
the  keeper  company.  Those  who  know  Wales 
will  appreciate  that  walk ;  on  we  went,  up  hills 
and  down  dales,  but  climbing  slowly  higher  and 
higher,  till  at  last  we  stood  overlooking  the  river 
at  the  mill.  We  got  down  to  the  bank,  and 
gradually  worked  along  up  stream,  scaring  by  our 
presence  a  few  large  trout  which  were  lying  under 
the  overhanging  bank.  At  one  place  this  bank 
was  at  least  ten  feet  above  the  river,  and,  peeping 
over  under  the  shadow  of  a  tree  trunk,  the  keeper 
pointed  out  one  of  the  finest  Welsh  brown  trout 
that  I  have  ever  seen,  sheltering  himself  under  an 
almost  submerged  tree  trunk.  As  we  were  peer- 
ing into  the  water,  Deed  noticed  a  little  place 
where  the  bark  had  been  freshly  knocked  off 
the  root  of  the  tree,  and  jumped  down  to  investi- 
gate this  recent  trace  of  the  poacher's  hob-nailed 
boot.  He  quickly  reappeared,  bringing  with  him 
a  six-foot  gaff  stick,  which  the  owner  had  hidden 
in  a  rat  hole  in  the  bank  for  future  use.  This  was 
returned  to  its  hiding  place  so  as  not  to  create 
alarm.  Deed  vowing  to  come  along  later  and 
catch  the  offender  in  flagrante  delicto.  The 
snatching  of  trout  and  salmon  is  the  favourite 
poaching  method  in  N.  Wales,  and  constant 
practice  has  made  the  average  poacher  very  clever 
at  it.  Crouching  down,  half  sheltered  between  the 
tree  trunks  and  the  bank  in  the  half  light,  great 
execution  can  be  done,  even  in  almost  still  water, 
by  the  clever  snatcher.    Our  watcher,  however, 


the  lower  2ft.,  and  the  second  pocket  is  of  the 
same  faulty  shape.  Their  extreme  shortness — 
4ft.  and  5ft.  respectively — thus  convert  them  into 
perfect  salmon  traps,  into  which  if  the  fish  leap 
they  rarely  leave,  save  and  except  at  the  end  of  the 
snatcher's  gaff,  a  result  not  expected  by  the 
original  designers.  Needless  to  say  the  fish  rarely 
nse  the  centre  portion,  but  prefer  the  shelves  at 
the  sides,  where,  however,  they  are  more  exposed 
to  snatchers,  and  require  to  negotiate  the  double 
shelves  practically  in  one  rush.  Of  these  shelves,  ^ 
the  edges  being  the  shortest  and  shallowest 
portion,  and  the  top  ledge  being  only  42ft.  wide  in 
the  centre,  it  follows  that  though  the  fish  negotiate 
the  two  lower,  they  rarely  ascend  the  third,  but 
are  tumbled  back  repeatedly  while  attempting  this 
obstacle.  Here  the  salmon  poacher  lies  in  wait, 
gaff'  in  hand,  and  hoicks  out  the  fish.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  state  of  affairs  is  twofold :  firstly, 
instead  of  helping  the  fish,  it  offers  facilities 
to  the  poacher,  and  prevents  the  stocking  of  the 
upper  waters,  eminently  suited  to  breed  young 
salmon,  and  at  the  same  time  drives  the  fish  into 
small  tributary  rivulets  below — only  in  existence 
during  freshes — where  the  adults  fall  a  prey  to 
man,  and  the  eggs  perish  from  want  of  moisture. 
Owing  to  the  upper  riparian  owners  not  taking 
an  interest  in  the  fisheries,  the  conservators  are 
hampered  by  want  of  funds,  hence  the  Clwyd  and 
the  Elwy  boast  only  two  watchers  for  about  fifty 
miles  of  patrol  ground.    While  the  heavy  floods 


The  Fish  Pass  at  Boni-Newyud  on  the  Elwy,  N.  Wales. 


was  satisfied  that  the  last  comer  had  not  been 
successful,  as  he  had  left  no  trace  of  scales  behind 
him,  a  trade  mark  which,  he  told  me,  might 
generally  be  looked  for. 

The  weir  was  reached  about  7  p.m.,  and  two  or 
three  exposures  were  made  on  it.  By  the  illus- 
tration given  it  will  be  seen  that  the  river 
watcher's  statements  had  not  been  exaggerated. 

Built  of  cement  at  an  expense  of  over  £800,  it 
stretches  across  the  river,  covering  twenty-seven 
paces  from  side  to  side.  It  is  built  (as  is  shown)  in 
three  tiers  or  terraces,  with  a  central  series  of 
three  pockets  and  two  lateral  wings.  These  lateral 
wings  have  the  shelves  raised — the  first  from  the 
bottom  Slit,  the  second  25ft.,  while  the  sill  or  top 
is  an  inch  or  two  shallower  than  the  second ;  the 
distance  between  the  first  and  second  shelves  is 
two  yards,  and  the  greatest  depth  of  the  second 
shelf  is  4ift..    The  total  height  of  the  weir  is  8^ft. 

The  middle  portion,  which  was  intended  for  a 
fish  pass,  is  about  6^ft.  wide,  and  is  divided  into 
three  pockets  by  two  cement  partitions ;  these 
pockets,  which  lie  at  a  somewhat  lower  level  than 
the  corresponding  shelves  of  the  wings,  are  prac- 
tically the  same  length  as  the  shelves,  being  4ft., 
5ft.,  and  Oft.  in  total  length  from  before  backwards. 
As  has  been  said,  the  bottoms  of  these  pockets  have 
not  been  built  up,  so  that  the  greatest  depth  of 
the  top  pocket  is  on  the  upper  end  I^Aft.,  and  at 


are  on,  the  rest  of  the  river  must  be  abandoned ; 
this  weir  requires  watching  night  and  day.  It 
appeared  to  me  that  the  expenditure  of  a  little 
m.ney  applied  to  filling  in  the  centre  boxes  and 
cutting  alternate  sides  from  the  centre  partitions 
would  really  convert  the  supposed  fish  pass  intp 
an  actual  one,  and  probably  save  a  fine  salmon 
river  for  anglers  of  moderate  means. 

This  finished  fish  pass  would  appear  as  follows, 
and  the  direct  force  of  current  would  be  broken 
by  the  projections,  and  the  fish  permitted  to  swim 
up.  The  structure  of  the  wings  would  be  left  un- 
altered, and  would,  indeed,  be  of  benefit,  as  they 
prevent  the  centre  being  attacked  by  poachers.  I 
am  informed  by  experts  that  the  bottom  could  be 
levelled  and  the  partitions  cut  for  a  sum  of  less 
than  £60,  and  the  benefits  apparently  would  be 
enormous.  On  the  way  back  from  this  evidence 
of  misguided  energy,  we  walked  along  the  river, 
and  saw,  over  and  over  again,  the  trout  shooting 
out  of  sight  at  our  approach.  One  needs  but 
reflect  that  Stewart's  book  was  written  for  rivers 
of  this  type,  and  the  full  truth  of  the  importance 
of  up-stream  fishing  is  borne  in  upon  one  with 
renewed  significance. 

As  we  approached  one  pool  we  found  an 
enthusiast  trying  the  trout  in  the  darkening 
shades,  with  but  little  success.  If  one  had  had 
a  fly  rod  and  the  dry-fly  box,  I  am  inclined  to,^ 
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think  that  a  Black  Gnat  fished  dry  would  have 
killed  one  or  two  good  fish  which  appariantly 
scorned  the  wet  flies  put  over  them,  but  seemed 
to  rise  with  unfailing  vigour  at  every  floating 
particle  that  passed  over  them.  One  fish  in  a  nice 
quiet  pool  rose  three  or  four  times  at  a  piece  of 
black  twig  flirted  on  to  the  water,  but  finally, 
disgusted  by  the  character  of  the  quan7,  subsided 
into  quiescence.  I  have  often  thought  that  in  fine 
water  the  arrival  of  three  or  four  flies  of  different 
colours  on  the  surface  of  absolutely  unruffled 
water,  which  flies  immediately  sink,  would  alarm 
even  less  nervous  fish  than  trout,  and  would  be  quite 
as  likely  to  lead  to  flight  as  feeding.    On  then  we 


Plan  of  Weir  as  altered. 

went  on  our  way,  and  a  little  farther  down  stream 
startled  an  otter  from  its  rest  on  the  opposite 
bank,  whence  it  plunged  into  the  river  and  made 
off.  This  is  a  famous  river  for  otters,  the  hounds 
having  killed  one  of  281b.  weight  last  season. 
Crossing  the  river  by  means  of  a  tree  suspended 
by  two  chains  and  a  guide-line,  we  walked  over  on 
to  the  road,  and  I  arrived  back  at  St.  Asaph,  having 
covered  eleven  or  twelve  miles,  seen  some  good 
fish,  and  investigated  a  river  which  I  hope  to  fish 
when  the  back-end  comes,  and  those  curses  of  the 
rodsmen,  "  the  nets,"  are  off.  My  readers  will 
notice  that  the  close  season  for  rods  on  the  Clwyd 
and  Elwy  begins  Nov.  15  to  May  15  for  salmon, 
and  Oct.  2  to  Feb.  28  for  trout.  Nemo. 


TWO  AIDS  TO  PEACEFUL  ANGLING. 


The  Thames  fisherman,  whether  he  pursues  his 
sport  from  boat  or  bank,  has  often  to  take  excep- 
tion to  the  puffing,  screeching  steam  launch,  with 
its  siren  and  its  wash,  the  first  deafening  the 
angler,  and  the  second  upsetting  his  swim,  and 
occasionally  himself,  both  mentally  and  bodily. 
The  bitter  cry  of  the  unfortunate  fisher  has 
frequently  been  found  amongst  the  correspondence 
columnsof  theFishing  Gazette,  and  has  occasionally 
found  its  way  into  the  general  Press.  At  last, 
however,  a  brighter  day  seems  to  be  about  to 
dawn.  The  Automatic  Launch  Company,  who 
have  acquired  the  English  rights  for  the  Escher 
Wyss  motor,  are  about  to  introduce  their  vessels 
upon  the  Thames,  which  are  claimed  as  being  a 
great  advance  upon  the  present  vessels.  The 
system  used  is  not  the  explosive  principle 
now  in  general  use,  but  may  be  briefly  described 
as  a  petrol-vaporising  process  by  means  of  heat, 
that  is  to  say,  the  motive  power  is  supplied  by 
the  expansion  of  petrol  instead  of  water.  By  the 
courtesy  of  the  company,  a  representative  of  the 
Fwhin'j  Gazette,  on  May  9,  was  enabled  to  make  a 
practical  trial  of  the  new  system.  The  launch 
aparklet  was  run  from  Taplow  to  Marlow  and 
back  with  ease  and  comfort  to  all  on  board. 
Three  great  advantages  to  the  angler  were  noticed 
during  the  trip  :  The  first  was  that  the  launch  was 
built  to  be  driven  at  no  higher  speed  than  eight 
miles  an  hour,  while  at  this  rate  but  little  wash 
was  caused.  Secondly,  when  passing  fishing 
punts  the  machinery  was  easily  stopped,  and  the 
vessel  slipped  past  with  but  little  distiirbance  to 
the  occupants.  Thirdly,  there  was  no  waste  of 
any  kind  to  pollute  the  stream,  the  condensed 
petroleum  going  back  into  the  tanks  after 
vaporisation,  and  the  sole  consumption  being  the 
petroleum  burnt  for  fuel,  which  gives  no  waste, 
and  but  very  little  smell.  The  company  are 
offering  these  vessels  for  sale  in  this  country  at  a 
very  moderate  price,  and  expect  them  to  compete 
very  successfully  not    only    with    the  other 

Ejtroleum  launches,  but  also  with  the  electric 
nnches    now    so    popular    on    the  Thames. 
The  low  cost  for  working  (28.  per  hour  for  fuel), 


and  the  ease  with  which  the  machinery  is  con- 
trolled by  amateurs,  make  the  launch  suitable  for 
many  purposes  for  which  other  types  are  hardly 
fitted ;  while  the  fact  that  twenty-four  hours' 
supply  of  petrol  can  be  carried  in  the  forward 
tanks,  secure  from  all  chance  of  explosion, 
apparently  would  make  the  vessel  suitable  for 
prolonged  excursions,  such  as  sea  fishing  trips. 
We  are  informed  that  many  ol  the  launches 
of  the  German  Navy  are  now  fitted  with 
the  Escher  Wyss  motor.  En  passant,  it 
may  be  said  that  during  this  launch  trial 
we  were  introduced  to  another  boon  to  anglers, 
namely,  the  "  Sparklet "  system,  by  which,  through 
the  medium  of  a  special  bottle,  and  some  small 
cartridges  of  compressed  carbonic  acid  gas,  every 
angler  becomes  his  own  soda  water  manufacturer. 
The  bottle  is  filled  with  water  or  any  similar 
fliiid,  and  the  gas  is  forced  in  by  i  simple 
mechanism,  which  the  inventors  claim  is  safe,  of 
course  with  ordinary  care.  As  far  as  information 
serves,  it  is  understood  that  the  resulting  aerated 
fluid  may  be  afterwards  weakened  with  some 
alcoholic  beverage. 


MESSRS.    A.    CARTER    AND  CO.'S 
NEW  CATALOGUE. 


We  so  recently  as  the  time  of  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  noticed  the  novelties  of  Messrs.  A. 
Carter  and  Co.,  of  137,  St.  John  Street-road,  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  them  again  at  any 
length,  but  we  must  inform  our  readers  that  this 
firm,  which  has  been  established  over  two  centuries, 
is  now  publishing  a  new  and  very  handy  cata- 
logue, full  of  illustrations  of  all  kinds  of  tackle, 
&c.,  at  the  very  moderate  prices  for  which  Messrs. 
Carter  have  so  long  been  famous. 
Steel  Tubes  for  Split  Cane  Rod  Centres. 

They  now  inform  us  that,  after  several  years' 
experiments  at  a  cost  of  hundreds  of  pounds,  they 
are  at  last  enabled  to  put  on  the  market  their 
patent  tubular  steel  centre,  the  advantages  of 
which  are  numerous.  They  say :  "  By  the  intro- 
duction of  a  thin  tube  of  finely  tempered  spring 
steel,  instead  of  the  solid  steel  wire  formerly  in 
use,  we  are  enabled  to  produce  a  rod  very  much 
lighter,  but  with  an  enormous  increase  of  power, 
and  at  prices  which  will  compare  favourably  with 
other  makers  charges  for  the  old  form  of  rod." 

Their  12s.  6d.  greenheart  fly  rods  are  thus 
described  :  "  9ft.  to  12ft.,  with  two  tops  and  cork 
handle,  brazed  and  winch  fitted,  with  rust-proof 
snake  rings,  well  balanced  and  finished,  with  spear 
and  division  bag."  They  call  this  a  "second 
quality,"  but  assure  us  the  wood  is  well  seasoned, 
and,  that  being  so,  they  are  wonderful  rods  at  the 
price. 

For  one  of  their  salmon  fishing  customers,  Mr. 
L.  Graham  Clarke,  of  Rhayader,  Wales,  they 
make  a  salmon  rod  called  the  "  Glanrhos,"  made 
of  greenheart  throughout,  two  tops,  double  cork 
handle,  double  brazed  in  German  silver,  snake 
rings,  universal  winch  fittings,  fitted  with  patent 
pneumatic  button ;  16ft.,  35s. ;  17ft.,  37s.  6d. ; 
18ft.,  40s. 

"  We  advise  the  16ft.,  as  being  sufiiciently 
strong  for  ordinary  fishing,  the  17ft.  and  18ft.  for 
heavy  work  where  fish  run  large.  This  build  of 
rod  is  made  from  best  wood  procurable." 

They  quote  this  letter  from  Mr.  Clarke  : 

"  Rhayader,  Wales. 

"  Deae  Sirs, — I  am  sending  you  the  16ft.  '  Glanrhos  ' 
rod  to-day  by  rail ;  please  make  me  two  more  like  it.  The 
rod  is  an  extraordinarily  powerful  one  for  its  size,  and  with 
a  No.  3  line  I  can  switch  almost  as  far  with  it  as  I  could 
with  my  big  20ft.,  and  its  lightness  renders  salmon  fishing 
from  a  toil  to  a  pleasure.  I  hilled  two  fish  yesterday  (the 
last  day  of  the  season)  with  it  in  a  very  heavy  stream — the 
river  being  almoet  in  flood,  and  they  seemed  to  have  no 
chance  with  me  ;  the  little  rod  held  them  like  a  bit  of  wire. 
I  simply  lugged  them  out.  I  was  surprised  what  a  pressure 
I  could  put  on  in  bo  heavy  a  water. — Yours  faithfully, 
"  L.  Graham  Clarke." 

If  a  pike  angler  is  in  any  doubt  as  to  the  best 
kind  of  rod  for  the  purpose,  he  cannot  possibly  do 
better  than  try  the  "  Jardine  Pike  Rod,"  made 
from  instructions  given  by  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine. 
It  is  a  powerful,  light  rod  of  mottled  cane,  with 
hollow  butt ;  and  often  as  we  have  fished  with 
Mr.  Jardine,  we  never  remember  his  using  a  rod 
of  greenheart,  or,  indeed,  anything  but  bamboo 
cane  for  pike  fishing. 

Having  so  favourably  noticed  Messrs.  Carter 
and  Co 's  novelties  and  specialities,  we  are  really 


at  loss  to  pick  out  much  that  deserves  special 
notice  in  this  list,  which  contains  such  a  great 
variety,  and  at  such  moderate  prices.  What  we 
can  strongly  advise  Messrs.  Carter  to  do  another 
year  is  to  add  a  good  index,  and  place  it  at  the 
beginning  of  the  list ;  then  you  see  at  once  where 
to  look  for  what  you  want,  and  where  hundreds 
of  different  things  are  priced  it  is  not  easy  to  find 
what  you  want  without  a  guide  to  the  page  it 
is  on. 


TO 


THOSE  WHO  WANT  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 


Those  in  want  of  trout  fishing  in  Norway  this 
season — many  have  already  made  their  arrange- 
ments, of  course — should  make  a  note  of  the 
advertisement  which  Messrs  J.  A.  Lumley  and 
Co.,  34,  St.  James's -street,  London,  have  in  our 
columns  this  week.  It  was  at  our  special  request 
that  they  made  a  feature  of  trout  fishings  to  let 
in  Norway,  and  Mr.  James  Dowell,  the  courteous 
manager  of  their  fishing  department,  will  give  all 
information  in  his  power. 


MIXED   BEETLES,  LADYBIRDS, 
&c.,  FOR  DRY-FLY  FISHING, 


Vert  nicely  tied  patterns  for  dry-fly  fishing 
have  reached  us  from  that  very  clever  fly  maker, 
Miss  E.  A.  Ellis,  of  13,  Danby-terrace,  Exmouth. 
Since  "  Black  Beetle's  "  articles  in  our  columns, 
there  has  been  some  demand  for  good  imitations 
on  00  and  0  eyed  hooks  of  wee  beetles.  Miss 
Ellis  sends  us  some  Black  Beetles,  White 
Beetles,  Green  Beetles,  and  Ladybirds,  and  we 
can  confidently  recommend  any  dry-fly  anglers  to 
send  Miss  EUis  a  trial  order  for  her  mixed 
beetles.  They  very  fairly  represent  many  of  the 
little  beggars  which  creep  up  your  legs  or  down 
your  waders  when  you  are  fishing,  especially  when 
having  lunch  or  a  smoke  in  the  long  grass  near 
the  water's  edge. 

Her  single  wing  floating  flies,  at  2s.,  and  double 
ditto,  at  2s.  6d.,  are  very  good  killers,  and  wear 
well,  her  Coachman,  Badger  Hackle,  Red  Quill, 
and  Peacock  Fly,  are  particularly  good,  as  also 
are  her  May  Flies,  in  all  shades  and  in  various 
patterns,  from  3s.  to  4s.  per  dozen.  Her  rubber 
bodied  Mays,  at  4s.  a  dozen,  in  all  shades  of  wing, 
look  most  deadly.  We  have  killed  many  a  good 
trout  and  grayling  with  Miss  Ellis's  flies  in  past 
years,  and  can  with  confidence  recommend  her 
work.  She  copies  patterns  very  carefully,  and 
can  supply  the  standard  favourites  not  only  for 
our  waters,  but  also  for  those  of  North  America. 

But  her  novelties  this  season  are  the  mixed 
pickles — we  mean  beetles — and  if  you  try  the 
beetles  you  are  sui-e  to  want  some  May  Flies,  Red 
Quills,  &c. 


IN  THE  TASMANIAN  BUSH. 


In  the  vast  tracts  of  countiy  "  down  below," 
where  the  steam  engine  has  as  yet  made  but  little 
progress,  a  drive  or  ride  of  thirty  miles  is  looked 
upon  as  an  ordinary  occurrence  of  every-day  life. 
A  short  stay  in  the  colonies  had  soon  led  me 
to  be  of  one  mind  vrith  the  inhabitants  on  this 
point,  so  the  prospect  of  some  good  sport  with 
rainbow  trout  was  quite  sufficient  attraction  to 
counterbalance  the  trouble  of  a  long  drive  to  the 
home,  or,  rather,  river  of  their  adoption.  Now, 
the  rainbow  trout  in  Tasmania  are  very  exclusive, 
and  evidently  do  not  care  to  associate  with  their 
less  gaudy  coloured  kinsmen,  the  brown  trout,  for 
after  being  turned  out  of  the  New  Norfolk 
Fisheries,  where  they  were  hatched  and  brought 
up,  they  made  off  up  the  Derwent,  till  they 
reached  the  Russells  Falls  river,  which  stream 
they  invaded  and  took  possession  of,  to  the 
exclusion  of  aU  other  fish.  The  best  reach  of  this 
river  is  about  twenty  miles  from  New  Norfolk, 
a  place  which  I  had  selected  as  my  headquarters 
from  which  to  make  fishing  excursions  to  the 
neighbouring  rivers  and  streams.  New  Norfolk,  a 
straggling  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Derwent, 
some  fifteen  miles  from  Hobart,  can  be  reached 
either  by  train  or  by  a  small  steamer.  Amongst 
many  other  attractions,  it  possesses  that  of  a 
charming  inn,  quite  one  of  the  most  comfortable 
houses  in  the  colony,  kept  by  an  old  Yorkshire- 
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man.  There  is  an  air  of  the  old  country  about 
this  hostelry,  which  stands  perched  on  the  hillside, 
with  its  old  fashioned  garden  at  the  back 
stretching  down  to  the  river,  where  the  willows 
overhang  the  still  deep  waters,  and  through  the 
hot  summer  days  shelter  the  big  trout  from  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  tropical  sun.  The  remem- 
brance of  that  garden  brings  back  visions  of  trees 
laden  with  ripe  and  luscious  fruit,  and  flowers  of 
gorgeous  hue ; 

A  garden  where  wonderful 

Gold  apples  grow, 

Strawberries,  too,  and  raspberries,  cherries, 
gooseberries,  mulberries,  and  apricots,  all  ripe 
and  ready  to  be  plucked  by  such  as  wander 
therein. 

But  put  off  dull  sloth,  and  let  us  flee  from  the 
flesh-pots  of  Egypt.  So  one  gloriously  hot  morn- 
ing early  in  January  the  ancient  flea-bitten  mare 
was  harnessed  to  the  somewhat  more  ancient 
buggy,  "  impedimenta"  for  a  camp  were  piled  up 
behind,  and  we  started  on  our  way  to  the  Russells 
Falls  river.  "  We  "  consisted  of  myself,  Bob,  son 
of  mine  host  of  the  inn,  and  my  fox  terrier,  one 
of  the  gamest  little  dogs  ever  bred,  always  ready 
to  face  anything,  be  it  cat,  dog,  iguana,  porcupine, 
or  kangaroo.  Requiescat  in  pace,  for  I  fear  that 
ere  now  she  may  have  tried  conclusions  with  a 
snake,  and  come  off  second  best.  Such,  unfortu- 
nately, is  the  fate  of  many  a  plucky  dog  in 
Australia. 

Our  road  lay  northwards  along  the  valley  of  the 
Derwent,  past  hop  gardens  and  orchards,  till  we 
left  the  Salmon  ponds  behind  us,  and  reached  a 
more  open  country,  cleared  and  fenced  off  into 
large  paddocks  for  the  purpose  of  raising  sheep. 
Just  a  few  words  as  to  these  Salmon  ponds. 
About  thirty  years  ago  the  Tasmanian  Govern- 
ment started  a  fishery  near  New  Norfolk  for  the 
purpose  of  hatching  and  raising  the  imported  ova 
of  salmon  and  trout.  Unluckily,  success  has  not 
attended  the  culture  of  salmon,  but  the  trout  have 
thrived  so  wondrous  well  that  the  rivers  and  lakes 
in  the  colony  are  now  stocked  with  fish  numerous 
and  large  enough  to  satisfy  the  most  fastidious 
angler. 

Jogging  along  the  dusty  road  we  overtook  a 
wayfarer  on  foot.  He  proved  to  be  an  engineer, 
and  therefore,  needless  to  say,  a  Scotchman,  and 
gladly  availed  himself  of  om-  offer  of  a  lift. 
Thanks  be  to  thee,  my  worthy  friend,  in  that  thou 
didst  with  many  a  good  story  beguile  the  weariness 
of  the  way,  and  cause  us  to  forget,  for  a  while  at 
least,  the  heat  and  that  thirst  which  is  ever  wont 
to  attack  the  traveller  most  fiercely  when  he  is 
farthest  removed  from  all  means  of  satisfactorily 
quenching  the  same. 

At  Glenora,  a  small  hamlet  twelve  miles  distant 
from  New  Norfolk,  which  boasts  a  railway  station, 
the  terminus  of  this  section  of  the  line,  we  parted 
with  our  passenger  and  our  thirst,  and  not  long 
afterwards  were  driving  through  the  bush.  After 
resting  a  short  time  for  lunch  we  set  off  again, 
and  a  few  miles  further  on  reached  the  Russells 
Falls  river.  Turning  sharp  off  to  the  left,  we 
quitted  the  main  road,  and,  pursuing  our  way 
along  a  bush  track  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
stream,  presently  came  upon  a  couple  of  men,  one 
of  whom  was  fishing.  The  angler  volunteered 
the  information  that  he  had  caught  more  than 
ten  brace  of  fish,  ranging  from  ^Ib.  to  lib.  in 
weight ;  this  was  good  news,  but  a  glance  at  his 
bag  made  me  entertain  a  slight  doubt  as  to  the 
accuracy  of  his  statement.  Subsequent  events 
confirmed  my  first  opinion  of  the  man ;  poor 
fellow,  he  suffered  from  an  enlarged  imagination, 
and  told  me  stories  which  not  even  Jonah's  whale 
could  have  swallowed.  However,  we  learnt  from 
him  that  we  had  still  several  miles  to  drive  before 
we  could  reach  our  proposed  camping  ground, 
and  so  left  him. 

We  were  now  in  a  thickly  wooded  valley, 
covered  for  the  most  part  with  gum  trees,  but  the 
track  being  fairly  good,  in  less  than  an  hour  we 
were  busy  setting  up  our  tent  in  a  small  clearing 
in  the  forest,  not  far  from  the  river. 

After  a  scanty  meal  we  hastened  to  the  river- 
side, for  the  shades  of  night  were  falling  fast,  and 
twilight  does  not  last  long  in  these  southern 
lands.  There  were  one  or  two  beautiful  little 
pools  just  near  the  camp,  and  the  fish  rose  freely 
till  the  last  streak  of  light  suddenly  disappeared 
from  the  western  sky,  and  darkness  settled  down 
over  forest  and  river.  The  short  half  hour's 
port  bad  resulted  in  the  capture  of  eight  nice 


fish,  weighing  together  about  61b.  Finding  our 
way  back  to  camp  by  the  light  of  the  fire  which 
we  had  lit  in  front  of  the  tent,  we  made  a  good 
supper,  and  then 

Never  before  had  our  tobacco 
Such  a  sweet  and  pleasant  flavour. 
But  we've  soon  knocked  the  ashes  out  of  our 
pipes,  as  we  were  tired  after  the  day's  long 
journey,  and  smoking  could  not  be  allowed  inside 
the_  tent,  amongst  the  piles  of  dry  bracken  upon 
which  we  were  to  sleep. 

Although  the  night  was  warm  we  found  it 
expedient  to  wrap  our  rugs  closely  round  us, 
choosing  rather  to  undergo  the  discomforts  of  too 
much  heat  than  the  attacks  of  that  pest  of  all 
warm  countries,  the  mosquito.  Just  one  glance 
outside  before  we  turn  over  to  sleep.  Through 
the  open  flap  of  the  tent  the  camp  fire  burns 
brightly,  casting  a  lurid  glare  upon  the  bare 
trunks  of  the  gum  trees  near  at  hand,  which 
stand  out  like  gaunt  sentinels  against  the  dark 
gloom  of  the  forest  beyond ;  there  is  the  ancient 
one  munching  away  at  her  hay,  and  whisking  her 
tail  to  keep  off  the  flies,  and — and — we  are  off 
into  the  land  of  dreams. 

Strange  creatmes  crowd  around  me  as  I  sleep, 
monster  trout  come  crawling  up  from  the  river, 
and  stand  outside  the  tent,  open-mouthed,  and 
ready  to  devour  us.  The  scene  changes :  the 
night  wind  whistles  in  my  ears  as  I  ride  at 
headlong  pace  through  the  forest,  silk  hatted  and 
frock  coated,  on  the  back  of  a  huge  kangaroo,  on 
and  on  till,  ot/^ot  xeAaj/Aai,  I  find  myself  still  pur- 
suing my  mad  career  down  Bond-street,  in  broad 
daylight,  but  now  only  clad  in  a  suit  of  pyjamas. 
There  is  a  policeman  on  horseback  in  hot  pursuit, 
under  his  helmet  I  recognise  the  features  of  the 
German  Emperor,  and  he  is  riding  the  ancient  one. 
There  is  no  hope  of  escape,  for  the  season  is  at  its 
height,  and  lower  down  the  street  there  is  a  block 
in  the  traffic;  but  my  kangaroo  will  not  be 
caught,  taking  one  mighty  bound,  he  rises  like  a 
bird  on  the  wing,  over  carriages,  cabs,  omnibuses 
— and  the  scene  changes  again :  a  vision  of  dark 
brown  eyes,  and  sweet  kissable  lips,  belonging  to 
— but,  gracious  Tommy,  what  is  that ;  is  it  another 
fantasy  of  my  dreams  ?  No,  this  is  reality,  and 
we  both  stai't  up  from  our  sleep,  to  hear  the 
echo  of  a  mighty  noise  resounding  through 
the  stillness  of  the  night.  Bob  has  an  explana- 
tion— a  gale  of  wind  has  sprung  up  whilst  we 
were  asleep,  and  blown  down  some  rotten  old  tree. 
The  fire  was  very  low,  so  I  crawled  out  and  thi-ew 
on  some  more  logs;  the  ancient  one  was  still 
there,  so  evidently  Kaiser  Wilhelm  had  no  further 
need  of  her  services.  Then  back  to  bed,  to  be 
roused  up  again,  after  what  appeared  to  be  only  a 
few  minutes'  sleep,  by  the  voice  of  my  henchman, 
informing  me  that  it  was  nearly  six  o'clock.  He 
was  already  preparing  breakfast,  so  I  had  to 
bestir  myself,  and  by  half-past  six  we  were 
making  our  way  upstream  in  the  hope  that  the 
early  grasshopper  might  catch  the  fish.  But  it 
was  only  a  half-hearted  sort  of  a  hope. 
Experience  had  taught  me  that  so  long  as  the 
cold  mist  hung  over  the  river  good  sport  could 
not  be  expected.  In  the  daylight  we  were  able  to 
get  a  better  view  of  our  surroundings.  The 
valley,  which  at  this  point  was  scarcely  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  in  breadth,  was  covered  with  forest,  save 
where  the  river,  wandering  along  its  rocky 
channel,  crept  close  under  the  shelter  of  the  high 
cliffs,  which  barred  all  means  of  access  from  the 
north.  At  last,  towards  eleven  o'clock,  the  mist 
passed  off,  and  the  sun  burst  through  the  clouds, 
beating  down  upon  us  with  all  the  glorious  heat 
of  the  southern  summer.  Then  the  fish  began  to 
feed,  and  for  the  next  hour  or  more  the  sport  was 
all  that  could  be  desired,  considering  the  low 
state  of  the  water.  These  trout  were  quite  the 
gamest  that  I  have  ever  met  with,  one  in 
particular  I  remember.  Whilst  wading  up- 
stream I  made  a  cast  into  a  small  pool  lying  close 
under  the  farther  bank.  Scarcely  had  the  grass- 
hopper touched  the  water  before  there  was  a  rush, 
and  off'  dashed  Master  Trout  downstream,  taking 
out  some  fifteen  yards  of  line;  then,  with  a 
sudden  leap  like  a  young  salmon,  he  came  clear 
out  of  the  water,  nearly  striking  himself  against 
the  trunk  of  a  fallen  tree  which  lay  stretched 
across  the  river.  He  scaled  a  good  pound,  but 
his  first  rush  had  led  me  to  expect  a  much  larger 
fi£h. 

On  returning  to  camp  shortly  after  twelve 
o'clock  we  were  astonished  to  find  another  buggy 


drawn  up  in  front  of  our  tent,  and  "  the  ancient 
one "  hobnobbing  with  two  strange  ponies 
Presently  the  owner  appeared,  gingerly  picking 
his  way  across  the  rickety  footbridge  which 
spanned  the  stream  just  opposite  our  camp. 
Having  introduced  himself  as  a  doctor  from 
Melbourne,  he  informed  us  that  he  had  driven 
over  from  Hamilton,  a  village  some  twenty  miles 
distant,  to  see  the  falls  from  which  our  river  takes 
its  name.  He  was  not  an  angler,  and  he  seemed 
so  impressed  by  the  fact  that  he  was  a  medical 
man  and  a  resident  of  Melbourne,  that  he  could 
talk  of  nothing  else.  We  were  rather  amused 
with  him,  for  he  evidently  mistook  me  for 
a  native  of  the  colony,  and  was  quite  patro- 
nising ;  had  he  been  fond  of  quoting  the  classics, 
doubtless  he  would  have  adapted  Non  cuivis 
homini  continjit  adire  Corintlium  to  his  own 
beloved  town.  We  helped  him  harness  his 
ponies,  and  could  hardly  refrain  from  laughing 
as  he  drove  off,  his  last  words  being  an  invitation 
to  call  upon  him  if  ever  we  went  over  to 
Melbourne.  I  was  half  inclined  to  call  him  back 
and  ask  him  that  question  so  familiar  to  all  who 
have  visited  Sydney  :  Have  you  seen  our  harbour  ? 
But  this  to  a  citizen  of  Melbourne  would  have 
been  like  holding  a  red  rag  to  a  bull,  and  might 
have  led  to  a  long  discom-se  on  the  superiority  of 
Melbourne,  for  there  is  much  rivalry  between 
these  two  cities. 

After  lunch,  as  the  fish  were  not  rising,  we 
decided  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  falls.  Crossing  the 
river  and  following  a  track  through  the  scrub,  it 
appeared  as  if  some  magician's  wand  had  cast  a 
spell  upon  us  and  wafted  us  into  fairyland.  No 
sound  disturbed  the  silence  of  the  glen,  save  the 
soft  music  of  the  babbling  brook  and  the  murmur 
of  the  distant  fall;  stray  shafts  of  sunshine 
piercing  through  the  thick  canopy  of  the  tree 
ferns  graceful  foliage  fell  on  soft  banks  of  bright 
hued  moss  and  clustering  maidenhair.  We 
clambered  up  the  steep  hillside,  and  all  around 
thare  was  the  same  rich  growth  of  ferns  and  moss. 
Above  us  towered  the  dark  steep  cliff  over  whose 
side  came  tiny  streams  of  water  tumbling  down 
on  to  the  broad  platform  of  rock  on  which  we 
stood,  and  then  over  into  the  glen  below. 

Later  in  the  evening  we  fished  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  river,  but  without  much  success,  and  soon 
after  sunset  we  turned  in.  During  such  periods 
of  the  night  as  were  not  occupied  in  repelling 
the  attacks  of  the  mosquitos,  we  got  what  sleep 
we  could,  but  though  we  fought  well  and  long, 
our  faces  were  a  pretty  sight  when  morning 
dawned.  Then,  after  holding  a  council  of  war,  it 
was  decided  to  strike  camp,  and  the  "ancient 
one"  was  soon  trotting  along  with  her  nose 
towards  home.  The  sun  was  fast  sinking  towards 
the  west,  and  a  rich  purple  atmosphere  lay  spread 
over  hillside  and  valley  as  we  drove  back  into 
New  Norfolk.  Mine  host  came  out  to  welcome 
us  with  true  Yorkshire  hospitality,  whilst  his 
good  wife  bore  off  our  creels  in  triumph ;  but, 
alas,  her  joy  was  soon  turned  into  grief,  the  fish 
when  unpacked  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  food, 
owing  to  the  jolting  and  intense  heat  which  they 
had  suffered  on  the  journey  home.  A.  H. 


AN  UNEXPECTED  HAUL. 


I  WAS  staying  in  a  cottage  overlooking  the 
picturesque  and  sporting  river  Lynn,  having  taken 
a  shooting  in  that  neighbourhood.  I  and  a  friend 
were  one  evening  chatting  over  our  pipes  about 
the  beautiful  scenery  in  the  surrounding  district, 
when  suddenly  an  idea  struck  me.  Why  not  have 
a  ride  through  it  ?  So  I  said  to  him,  "  Look  here, 
old  chap,  I  have  to  go  Plymouth  on  business,  why 
not  ride  all  the  way  with  me,  I'U  give  you  a 
mount  ?  "  The  result  of  our  conversation  was, 
that  after  breakfast  on  the  following  morning  we 
stai-ted  off  to  Barnstaple,  and  arrived  there  in 
plenty  of  time  for  dinner,  putting  up  at  a  good 
old-fashioned  inn  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  The 
next  day  we  rode  to  Exeter,  a  distance  of  about 
twenty  miles,  and  the  day  after  to  Torquay.  At 
the  latter  place  we  stayed  for  a  day  or  two,  so 
gave  our  horses  a  rest,  and  chartered  the  little 
15-ton  yacht  the  Lapwing,  belonging  to  a  well- 
known  and  genial  boatman,  to  sail  across 
to  Brixham,  that  quaint  old  fishing  village 
on  the  opposite  side  of  Torbay.  My  friend,  who 
was  a  skilful  fly  fisherman,  said :  "  I  don't  mind 
coming  for  a  sail,  but  when  you  get  me  in  the 
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boat  don't  expect  me  to  try  my  hand  at  sea 
fishing,  I  know  the  game  too  well.  You  get  a 
wretched  little  mud  worm  for  bait,  stick  it  on  a 
hook,  and  after  throwing  the  line  over  the  side  of 
the  boat  you  haul  it  up  every  two  or  three 
minutes  just  to  see  if  the  bait  is  still  on.  At  the 
end  of  a  day  of  this  sort  of  amusement,  if  you  are 
very  lucky,  you  may  perhaps  have  caught  two  or 
three  dabs  not  quite  as  big  as  the  original  bait, 
which  day"s  sport  is  immediately  chronicled  in 
the  local  papers  as  an  inducement  to  other 
enthusiastic  sportsmen  to  try  their  luck."  So  it 
was  understood  that  we  were  to  sail,  not  to  fish. 
Hardly  had  we  got  clear  of  the  hai'bour  when 
Brown,  the  boatman,  said  "  Would  you  gentlemen 
care  to  fish  to-day?  I  have  plenty  of  tackle 
and  bait  on  board.'  "No,"  shouted  my  friend, 
looking  at  me  with  a  stony  glare,  as  much  as 
to  say,  "  Is  this  a  put  up  job  ?  "  "  No,  thank 
you,"  said  I,  in  a  meek  voice  ;  "  the  fact  is,  we  are 
rather  afraid  of  the  motion  of  the  boat  when  not 
under  canvas."  This  was,  perhaps,  a  slight 
prevarication  of  the  truth,  considering  that  I 
generally  spent  several  months  of  the  year  on 
the  sea  and  bad  never  yet  snifered  from  mal-de- 
mer.  After  a  pleasant  sail  we  arrived  at  Brix- 
ham,  and  were  much  interested  in  the  carious 
old  town  and  its  countless  fishing  boats  in  the 
harbour.  In  the  afternoon,  having  seen  all  there 
was  to  be  seen,  we  re-embarked,  and  set  sail  for 
Torquay.  When  we  were  about  three-quarters  of 
the  way  across  the  bay  one  of  the  boatmen 
touched  his  comrade  on  the  arm  and  said,  "  Tom, 
look  at  that  small  boat  there,  they  seem  to  be 
catching  a  lot  of  fish  I "  We  all  looked  in  that 
direction,  and  sure  enough  two  figures  in  a  boat 
were  catching  fish  as  fast  as  they  could  throw  their 
lines  out.  "  By  George,"  cried  Tom,  "  we  are  in 
for  a  shoal  of  mackerel.  Now,  gentlemen .  this  is  a 


chance  you  won't  get  every  day  ;  do  let  us  throw 
out  our  lines."  And  I,  turning  to  my  friend, 
said,  "  Oh  !  do  let  us  have  a  try  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour ;  we've  got  plenty  of  time."  To  which 
he  grumpily  replied,  "  Oh  !  ail  right ;  I  don't 
mind."  And  in  a  couple  of  minutes  four  lines 
were  over  the  side  of  the  boat ;  and  in  as  many 
seconds  four  lines  were  being  hauled  up,  all  with 
fish  on.  This  continued  for  fully  an  hour,  until 
our  arms  simply  ached.  I  forget  exactly  what 
the  catch  was,  but  it  was  something  more  than  a 
hundredweight ;  and  would  have  been  still  greater 
if  we  had  not  been  obliged  to  return  to  keep  an 
ai^pointment,  much  to  our  own  and  the  boatmen's 
disgust.  That  evening,  over  a  fragrant  weed,  my 
friend  owned  that  sea  fishing  was  not  so  bad  after 
all,  and  said  he  wouldn't  mind  having  sport  like 
that  every  day.  P.  H.  Bewicke. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

Past  and  Present.  . 


When  to  the  sessions  of  sweet  silent  thought 
I  Bummon  up  remembrance  of  things  past, 

it  verily  seems  but  yesterday  that  I  commenced 
my  piscatorial  education  more  than  thirty-five 
years  since,  by  acting  as  a  very  youthful  gillie  to 
a  noted  fly  fisher  of  the  old  school,  when  residing 
on  the  banks  of  the  lovely  Wandle.  This  was,  of 
course,  long  before  the  Wimbledon  Urban 
District  Council  and  the  Croydon  Sanitary 
Authority  combined,  were  permitted  to  establish 
sewage  farms  contiguous  to  that  once  famous 
stream,  and  pour  into  it  yearly,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  gallons  of  effluent,  a  proceeding 
which  has  ruined  the  trout  fishing  from  the 
Merton  Flour  Mills,  down  through  Earlsfield  to 
the  Thames.    On  the  sides  of  the  Wandle,  I,  an 


eager  and  willing  pupil,  received  my  first  lessonB 
in  angling  at  the  hands  of  as  ardent  a  disciple  of 
Walton  as  ever  breathed. 

At  the  age  of  ten,  Wimbledon  claimed  me  as  a 
resident — not  the  Wimbledon  of  to-day  with 
nearly  40,000  inhabitants,  but  a  quiet  little  village 
with  a  population  of  between  5o00  and  <jOOO  souls. 
Here  it  was,  when  undergoing  the  scholastic 
training  deemed  necessary  to  fit  me  for  a  com- 
mercial life,  I  made  my  first  acquaintance  with 
Wiml)ledon  Lake. 

At  this  time  fit  was  in  the  early  sixties),  the 
Mansion  known  as  Wimbledon  Park  House,  with 
some  hundreds  of  acres  of  land,  and  the  lake 
referred  to),  was  the  abode  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  A. 
Beaumont.  That  gentleman  purchased  it  in  ISW, 
but  did  not  take  up  his  residence  there  until  four- 
teen years  later.  The  grounds,  glass-houses,  and 
orangeries,  were  the  admiration  of  all — in  fact, 
the  great  Sir  Joseph  Pax  ton  began  life  here  as 
under-gardener  to  his  brother,  who  had  charge 
of  them.  Overlooking  the  park  from  the 
ten-aces,  views  of  wide  extent,  and  of  surpassing 
beauty  were  enjoyed.  But  now,  alas !  the  estate, 
or  the  greater  portion  of  it,  has  been  cut  up  for 
building  purposes ;  residences  have  been  erected 
on  portions  of  the  property,  and  indeed,  while 
the  ornamental  sheet  of  water  naturally  remains 
where  it  was  in  the  olden  days,  the  famous  walks 
and  many  of  the  landscapes  have  been  for  ever 
blotted  out. 

At  the  period  alluded  to,  the  lake  was  the 
happy  hunting-ground  of  the  very  few  anglers 
who  lived  in  Wimbledon.  Mr.  Beaumont  was 
held  in  high  esteem  in  the  parish,  and,  being  an 
angler  himself,  never  refused  permission  to  resi- 
dents to  fish  it.  Indeed,  he  kept  a  huge 
galley  punt  on  the  water,  and  many  a  gay  and 
merry  party  have  I  seen  on  board  intent  on 
beguiling  to  their  doom  some  of  the  fine  roach 
with  which  the  lake  literally  swarmed.  It  was 
no  uncommon  event  for  a  single  fisherman  to 
catch  a  hundred  good  fish  between  5  o'clock  and 
dark,  in  the  summer  months.  The  butler  of  the 
establishment  would,  when  the  family  were  dining 
out,  frequently  make  for  a  fancied  spot  of  his 
near  the  boathouse  at  the  shallow  end,  where 
there  was  then  3ft.  or  4ft.  of  water  (instead  of 
the  mudbank  and  mass  of  sedges,  as  now),  with  a 
pail  in  his  hand,  which  he  often  half-filled  with 
roach  before  he  gave  up.  I  have  frequently 
creeled  dozens  at  a  visit,  and  on  one  never-to-be- 
forgotten  blazing  hot  day  in  July,  I  had  1-50  fish. 
This  take  is  vividly  impressed  upon  my  memory, 
by  reason  of  a  little  adventure  I  had  on  that 
particular  outing.  I  was  leaning  over  the  bank 
to  lay  an  eel-line ;  but,  unfortunately,  over- 
balanced, and  went  head  first  into  the  water.  I 
had  on  a  pair  of  cricketing  trousers,  straw  hat, 
and  light  jacket,  and  the  condition  I  was  in  when 
I  was  dragged  out  of  the  water  by  a  fellow  angler 
can  be  better  imagined  than  described. 

I  remember,  too,  that  thei-e  was  a  wonderful 
rise  of  May-fly  on  the  lake,  and  by  creeping  down 
behind  some  sedges  and  dapping  with  the  live 
insect  I  have  had  good  sport  when  the  fly  was  up. 

Later  on,  as  my  knowledge  became  more  pro- 
found I  tackled  the  carp,  and  many  mornings, 
ere  Aui-ora  peeped,  have  I  wended  my  way  to  the 
banks  of  the  lake,  returning  home  to  breakfast 
with  a  brace  of  three  or  four  pounders  in  my 
basket.  My  record  take  was  three  fish,  one  being 
an  eight-pounder.  One  old  angler  who  was  a  fre- 
quent visitor,  had  a  strange  way  of  fishing.  He 
used  a  long  rod,  and,  as  presumably  "  fatting  "  the 
line  to  induce  flotation  was  imknown  to  him,  he 
fastened  three  or  four  pieces  of  cork  on  the 
running  line  to  keep  it  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  facilitate  striking  at  a  distance. 

Bream  were  fairly  plentiful,  too,  as  on  one 
occasion  in  later  years  my  brother,  fishing  with 
two  hooks,  had  a  fish  on  each  I  The  brace  was 
eventually  landed  by  means  of  a  pail  by  keeper 
Day,  and  weighed  31b.  and  41b.  respectively. 

As  time  rolled  on,  the  property  changed  hands, 
but  still  sport,  especially  with  carp,  was  good. 
An  old  retired  Major — Seppings  by  name — was 
to  be  seen  almost  every  day  ^Sundays  excepted), 
carp  fishing  by  the  round  sluice,  under  a  willow 
tree  long  since  cut  dowu,  at  the  deep  end  of  the 
lake,  and  many  a  heavy  fish  rewarded  that  gallant 
oSicer,  for  his  skill  and  patience. 


Birth. — At  Surrey  Lodge,  Denmark-hill,  S.E.,  on 
May  11,  the  wife  of  R.  B.  Marston,  of  a  son. 


WlBB  V,  Hemp  or  Flax, 
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But  now,  Omnia  mutantur,  nos  et  mutamur  in 
illis.  The  glory  of  Wimbledon  Lake  has — tem- 
porarily only,  let  it  be  hoped — departed.  In  place 
of  a  beautifully  kept  expanse  of  water,  in  which 
it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  angle,  what  do  we  find ; 
or,  rather,  what  was  found  throughout  last 
summer  and  autumn,  and  for  several  years 
previous  thereto  ?  The  whole  surface  of  the  lake, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  open  space  at  the 
top  end  of  it,  was  covered  with  aquatic  vegetation 
which  had  been  allowed  to  inci-ease  and  multiply 
virtually  vinchecked  for  years.  A  few  years  ago, 
a  fair  piece  by  the  keeper's  cottage  was  kept  clear, 
but  each  season  this  has  been  encroached  upon 
by  the  ever-expanding  weed  growth.  When  first 
I  recollect  "  carp  corner,"  it  was  a  charming  nook, 
3ft.,  if  not  more,  in  depth,  and  an  overt! ow  at  the 
end.  This  has  given  way  to  an  inextricable  mass 
of  sedges  and  mud.  The  angling  fraternity  in 
general  were  freely  allowed  to  fish  in  the  lake,  on 
payment  of  Is.  a  day  for  one  rod,  for  some  years 
previous  to  1898,  but  sport,  for  the  most  part,  was 
confined  to  "  tin  plates,"  as  the  diminutive  bream 
caught  were  dubbed.  Still,  now  and  then,  good 
bream  and  carp  were  landed.  But  with  regard 
to  the  latter,  where  one  fish  was  brought  safely 
to  bank,  a  dozen  escaped,  owing  principally  to  the 
hopeless  task  of  trying  to  extract  them  from  the 
banks  of  weeds  into  which  they  would  rush  when 
hooked.  A  few  roach  were  often  taken,  and  in 
the  winter,  when  the  green  stuff  had  decayed 
somewhat,  pike  were  creeled  in  numbers.  But 
the  lake,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  Sports  Club,  Limited,  which 
took  over  the  water  last  year,  has  been  rapidly 
deteriorating  as  an  angling  resort,  not  in  conse- 
quence of  the  dearth  of  fish,  but  simply  purely 
and  entirely  through  the  impossibility  of  fishing 
in  beds  of  weeds  for  them.  Rumour  has  it, 
however,  that  the  newly  established  club  will 
devote  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  cleaning  and 
mudding  the  lake,  but  to  perform  the  work  in  a 
thorough  manner  (it  has  not  been  cleaned  out  for, 
I  think  I  can  safely  say,  over  thirty  years),  would 
entail  the  expenditure  of  a  considerable  sum  of 
money.  Yet  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  if  it 
were  restored  to  a  fishable  condition,  the  cost  of 
this  very  necessrry  operation  would  be  soon 
recouped.  The  club  would  naturally  obtain  a 
large  accession  of  members  to  its  ranks,  and 
would,  at  the  same  time,  earn  the  thanks  and 
gratitude  of  every  true  sportsman — especially  of 
those  anglers  whose  delight  it  has  ever  been  to 
cast  a  line  on  thirty  acres  of  the  loveliest  water 
one  can  possibly  find  anywhere  near  the  great 
and  growing  metropolis.  H.  A.  Rolt. 


A  NIGHT  IN  A  MACKEREL  BOAT. 
All  through  tte  Easter  holidays  we  had  strong  winds 
and  rough  seas,  so  that  fishing  was  alnnst  impossible,  and 
on  those  few  occasions  when  we  were  able  to  try  for  them 
the  fish  were  conspicuous  by  tbeir  absence.  But  in  the 
Sciliies  there  is  always  some  pleasant  method  o£  passing 
the  time,  and  some  fresh  beauties  cf  nature  to  be  dis- 
covered, 80  what  with  wandtring  into  the  flower  fields  to 
help  pick  the  blooms,  tying  them  into  bunches,  and  watch- 
ing the  men  packing  them  for  market,  or  climliag  steep 
rocks  after  sea  birds'  eggs,  or  hunting  among  the  seaweed 
for  the  humble  winkle  (which,  by  the  bye,  is  larger  and 
finer  than  tbat  we  ate  accustomed]  to  see  in  London),  the 
time  passed  all  too  quickly,  and  as  I  wanted  to  spend  two 
days  with  my  Newlyn  friends  I  had  to  leave  Scilly  at  "J. 30 
on  the  morning  of  Thursdiy,  April  6.  We  had  a  strong 
head  wiod,  and  the  Lyonese  dipped  her  nose  into  the 
waves  or  rolled  from  tide  to  side  as  though  she  enjoyed 
setting  as  much  of  the  sea  on  loard  as  she  could  carry.  I 
need  not  siy  the  passengers  did  not  share  her  enjoyment, 
for  we  got  pretty  wet  and  could  not  walk  about  with  any 
comfort  on  her  slippery  decks.  We  left  Scilly  in  a  fog,  but 
wefoin  left  that  behind  us,  and  when  we  came  in  sight  of 
the  Wolf  we  could  plaiuly  seethe  breakers  dashing  against 
it,  and  the  spray  from  them  almcst  hiding  the  lighthouse. 
We  passed  ECveral  fishing  boats  riding  at  their  nets  and 
some,  evidently  not  liking  the  look  of  the  weather,  making 
for  harbour.  Off  the  Long  ships  we  siw  a  small  tug  making 
veiy  heavy  weather,  but  bravely  panting  and  puffing  away 
on  some  business  which  evidently  brooked  no  delay  ;  even 
from  the  deck  of  our  sieamer  we  frequeiitly  lost  sight  of  it, 
and  we  none  of  us  envied  her  crew,  who  were  evidently 
having  a  very  damp  time  of  it.  We  soon  lost  sight  even  of 
her  funnel,  and  gladly  welc  med  the  familiar  landmarks  as 
tlioy  pnine  into  view  one  after  the  other,  the  Land's  Erd 
being  followed  hy  the  Logan  Hock,  Lamana  Cove,  Mouee- 
hole,  and  Newlyn,  and  finally  I'oiizince  Pierhead,  where 
we  gladly  disernlarked  and  vent  our  fe/eral  ways.  After 
dinner  at  I'enzaEoa  I  walked  over  to  Newlyn  to  arrange 
for  a  night  on  one  of  the  mackerel  baats,  but  as  the 
weather  was  looking  so  dirty  it  was  arranged  that  I  should 


defer  my  trip  till  the  next  day.  I  passed  the  afternoon 
very  pleasantly  watching  the  boats  comiag  in  and  being 
fixed  to  their  moorings,  or  the  sakemen  selling  the  fish  as 
they  were  brought  ashore;  then,  as  the  shades  of  night 
were  falling,  and  I  had  promised  my  fisher  friends  to  be 
round  in  good  time  in  the  morning,  I  bade  them  "  good 
night"  and  made  my  way  to  Penzance,  and  as  I  was  very 
tired  went  early  to  bed ,  but  not  to  sleep ,  f  or  the  noise  of  the 
wind,  which  was  blowing  a  gale,  kept  me  awake,  and  I 
could  not  help  fe3ling  thankful  that  I  was  sife  in  bed  in- 
stead of  passing  the  night  in  a  mackerel  boat.  After  an 
early  breakfast  I  returned  to  Newlyn  to  see  how  my 
friends  had  faieJ,  and  found  this  usually  i^uiet  and 
happy  village  the  scere  of  terrible  distress  and 
excitement.  No  less  than  fourteen  boats  had  broken 
out  of  the  harbour  during  the  night,  taking  their 
moorings  with  them ;  none  knew  what  had  become 
of  them,  or  of  three  men  who  had  gone  with  them  ; 
but  one  thing  was  certain,  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
boats  which  had  been  blown  out  of  the  harbour  w  ould  be 
lost,  and  their  owners  ruined.  The  catastrophe  had 
occurred  at  the  end  of  a  lorg  and  trying  winter,  and  just  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fishing  sea  sin,  so  it  was  no 
wonder  that  some  of  the  poor  fellows  were  almost  heart- 
broken, and  could  scarcely  trust  themselves  to  speak  of 
the  ruin  which  had  so  suddenly  overtaken  themselves  and 
their  families  ;  hut  the  anxiety  about  the  fate  of  the  three 
men  who  had  been  on  board  the  boa.ts  swallowed  up  every 
other  feeling.  As  the  day  wore  on  reports  began  to  come 
in.  The  first  news  was  that  one  of  the  boats  with  a  man 
aboard  had  run  safely  into  Marazion  Harbour  ;  then,  from 
Forth  Leven,  that  a  boat  had  been  driven  ashore  there 
with  a  man  on  board.  The  fishermen,  seeing  her  coming 
in,  joined  hands  and  went  into  the  water  up  to  their  necks, 
then,  as  she  struck,  called  on  the  man  to  jump,  and  catch- 
ing him,  pulled  him  ashore.  Two  men  saved,  but  no  news 
of  the  third.  Then  from  Prah  Sands,  from  Mullion,  from 
Prussia  Cove  came  reports  thick  and  fast  of  boats  ashore 
and  broken  up  nets  and  gear  destroyed,  until  the  number 
totalled  ten.  Nothing  could  be  ascertained  of  the  other 
three,  but  after  a  week  the  third  man  telegraphed  from 
Gravesend  that  he  was  safe,  and  bis  boat  has  been  towed 
into  Brixham  by  a  trawler  from  that  harbour.  The  re- 
maining two  boats  probably  sank,  for  nothing  has  been 
seen  or  heard  of  them.  Tlie  Newlyn  men  alone  lost  in 
this  one  night  £4000  worth  of  boats  and  gear,  and  later  in 
the  day  the  east  country  boats  begin  to  come  in  with 
a  tale  of  disaster  and  loss  of  life.  Two  boats  were 
sailing  togethgr  near  the  Long  ships,  when  the  lights  of 
one  ot  them  disappeared,  and  eight  men  found  a  watery 
grave.  Another  boat  reported  seeing  a  large  steamer  go 
down  without  being  able  to  do  anything  to  save  those  on 
board;  and  a  steamer  came  in  reportiog  the  loss  of  her 
captain,  mate,  and  three  of  the  crew  washed  overboard. 
Truly  never  before  had  such  a  black  Friday  beea  known 
in  Newlyn.  Besides  the  loss  of  life,  the  east  country  boats 
lost  nets,  (tc,  of  the  value  of  £20,000.  Altogether  the  loss 
to  the  fishermen  of  the  west  and  east  country  will  nat  be 
much  under  £30,000.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  has 
opened  a  fund  for  these  distressed  fiohermen,  and  I  hope 
all  sea  anglers  will  give  their  mite  to  assist  those  who 
have  suffered  so  much  through  this  terrible  night  on  their 
mackerel  boats.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— It  is  now 
just  twenty  years  since  the  committee  of  the  Thames 
Argling  Preservation  Society  raised  the  question  in  regard 
to  the  trjut  fishing  season,  in  making  an  alteration  as  to 
its  time  of  commencement  from  the  26th  day  of 
January  to  the  1st  day  ot  April,  and  would  then  astimilate 
with  the  new  rules  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  above 
the  City  Stone  at  Staines,  which  had  then  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Thames  Conservancy,  and  this  pro- 
ceding  on  the  part  cf  the  T.A  P.S.  was  successfully 
recognised  by  the  conservators.  There  were  other  impor- 
tant alterations  at  that  time  suggested  by  the  committee  : 
the  abolition  of  snatching  fish  as  both  cruel  and  unsports- 
manlike, and  the  laying  of  night  lines,  through  which  many 
of  the  best  trout  in  the  river  were  taken — both  of  which 
at  that  time  werepractis3d  to  a  considerable  and  lamentable 
extent — and,  from  the  weighty  evidence  that  was  collected, 
left  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  onservators  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  make  additional  bye-laws  to  regard 
them  as  illegal  and  punishable  offences.  I  am  sure  Mr. 
Alfred  Nuthall,  who  was  then  on  the  committee,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  work,  will  endorse  my  remark ;  they 
were  two  of  the  greatest  evils  that  ever  existed  on  the 
Thames,  and  no  one  was  more  delighted  than  himself  when 
the  new  bye  laws  were  approved  by  Her  Majesty  in 
Council  at  the  court  at  Balmoral  on  the  28th  day  cf 
October,  1879.— B. 

 (Datchet)  — The  trout  seem  to  be  moving  a  bit 

better  at  last.  Had  a  fine  fish  on  Monday  evening,  6.b. 
On  Tuesday  I  was  out  a  c  juple  of  hours,  between  nine  and 
eleven,  saw  several  more,  lost  one  of  them.  Wedoesdiy 
morning  I  saw  one  or  two  more.  I  have  not  been  out  of 
sight  of  the  landing  here  since  I  wrote  last.  I  hope  to  be 
among  them  this  week  if  they  continue  to  move.  I  know 
where  th«re  are  some,  if  I  can  get  time  or  anyone  turns  up. 
Later. — Since  writing  I  have  been  out  with  Mr.  J.  C. 
Tryon,  who  caught  a  lovely  game  fish  of  nearly  51b. — 

G.  LlSMKDEN. 

  (Hampton).— The  customary  netting  of  the  cut- 
ting in  Pltttts  Kgotj'at  Hampton,  took  place  oa  W(dnesday 
afternoon,  under  the  superintendence  of  head  river  keeper 
William  Douglas,  of  the  T.A.I'.S.,  out  of  which  were 
taken  a  good  four  bushels  of  fish,  nearly  all  perch,  up  to 


Jib.  each,  a  carp  of  -'^Ib.,  aud  a  few  pike  up  to  Clb.  All 
the  perch  are  reported  as  laving  spawned,  and  the  catting 
is  going  to  be  filled  in.  Mr.  Benn,  boatbuilder,  kindly 
lent  a  punt,  and  greatly  helped  in  the  removal  of  the  fish 
i[ito  the  river. — B. 

  (Hauipton  Court).— Wihiim  Milboume,  writing 

on  Tuesday,  says  :  "  There  has  not  been  anything  done 
but  one  small  trout  weighing  lib.  12oz  ,  that  was  caught 
by  Mr.  Gunn  at  the  weir.  The  last  few  days  the  trout 
have  been  showing  well,  and  the  water  in  good  condition, 
hut  no  one  comes  t  >  try  for  them."  I  am  afraid  the  trout 
fishers  are  not  so  numerous  as  in  days  gone  by,  as  the 
fishermen  generally  remark,  "  There  are  plenty  of  trout 
to  be  taken  if  the  anglers  will  only  pot  in  an  appear- 
ance."— B. 

  (Shepperton),  —  George  Rosewell,  writing  on 

Monday,  says  •  "  Had  two  more  fisb,  bringing  my  totial  up 
to  five  this  season  ;  not  so  bad,  after  all.  You  see,  I  only 
wanted  patrons,  and  I  could  find  the  whereabouts  of  the 
trout  for  them.  Mr.  R.  Coles  had  a  nice  one  of  3|lb.,  and 
Mr.  Atwood  one  of  Gib.  If  we  could  only  get  warmer 
nights  there  would  be  some  good  ones  taken." — B. 

  (Sunbury).— Messrs   T.  and  A.  Stroud  kindly 

inform  me  that  Mr.  Brooks,  fishing  from  one  of  their 
punts,  creeled  a  nice  trout  of  5.ilb. — B. 

  (Teddingtan).— Mr.  Ganston,  of  the  Twicken- 
ham Piscatorial  Society,  fishing  with  John  Johnson,  of 
Kingston,  on  Friday  last,  caught  a  nice  trout  of  3Jlb. ; 
and  the  same  fisherman,  the  following  day,  with  another 
gentleman,  who  lost  a  larger  fish. — B. 

Ancholme  District.— The  continued  cold  weather 
retards  the  hatching  of  aquatic  fliei,  and  the  season  is  very 
late.  We  usually  have  the  Hawthorn  Fly  by  now,  but 
none  are  yet  in  evidence.  One  basket  of  ten  nice  trout 
was  taken  during  the  week.  The  largest  fish  was  IJlb. — 
Thomas  Fobd  (Caistor). 

Cornisli  Streams.— The  rivers  are  all  very  low,  and 
perfectly  clear.  Few  anglers  have  been  out  within  the 
past  few  days.  Mr.  C.  Vjvyan  got  twenty-one  and 
twenty-three  trout  on  separate  days,  on  the  De  Lank 
stream  ;  and  another  rod  got  thirty-eight  on  the  Ruthern, 
the  heaviest  %\h.  Peal  are  noi  beginning  to  run  yet, 
although  in  the  Tavy  one  was  caught  a  week  ago.  Heavy 
rain  is  much  wanted. — Bodmin. 

Cray. — There  is  more  water  in  this  little  river  this 
season,  and  the  fish  were  rising  fairly  this  afternoon.  I 
had  a  lot  of  small  fish  (chiefly  on  R«d  Quill  Gnat),  but  had 
to  put  most  of  them  back.  The  large  fish  will  not  rise 
much  in  this  stream. — J.  P.  T. 

DareLth  (Farningham,  South  Sarenth,  &o.)  — 
At  last  the  fish  are  beginning  to  rise  regularly,  though 
only  for  a  few  minutes  at  a  time.  I  watched  them  the 
other  evening  taking  little  duns  in  quite  the  old-fashioned 
way,  but  no  one  put  a  fly  over  them.  The  few  fish  that 
were  taken  had  been  chiefly  victims  to  wet  fly.  Prospects, 
however,  are  now  fairly  good,  though  water  is  still  scarce, 
and  likely  to  remain  so,  in  spite  of  all  the  rain  we  have  had 
this  spring.    Best  fly.  Red  Quill  Gnat.— J.  P.  T. 

Cart  (Totnes  aud  District).— The  best  sport  with 
trout  has  been  obtained  in  the  evenings  with  the  natural 
minnow.  Dr,  Norman,  of  Paignton,  has  had  a  couple  of 
dozen,  and  Mr.  Pershouse,  of  Torquay,  who  has  been 
fishing  near  Stretcheford,  has  killed  a  similar  number  on 
some  days.  On  Monday  evening  W.  L.  P.  Horswell 
creeled  a  dozen,  and  Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin  and  £.  Distin 
basketed  a  few  brace  of  nice  fish  ;  Mr.  H.  Full  killing  nine. 
Small  creels  have  also  been  made  by  Messrs.  E.  Ackrell, 
M.  Revell,  T.  Browse,  and  others,  but  ottere  are  very 
prevalent,  and  interfere  with  sport.  Peal,  trnff,  and 
Silmon  are  scarce,  although  a  few  salmon  were  killed  on 
the  moor  last  week.  The  Rev.  C.  Rickards,  of  Prince- 
town,  landed  one  with  Childer's  fly,  and  Mr.  Martin 
secured  a  ITJ-pounder  and  one  of  14Jlb.  with  a  Durham 
Ranger.  After  the  natural  minnow,  flies  used  are  Edmond's 
Palmer,  Blue  and  Yellow  Body,  Olive  Don,  and  Black 
Midge. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  streams  have  decreased 
in  volume,  and  need  rxin  again,  although  the  recent  spate 
did  a  lot  of  good.  Trouting  is  not  productive  of  anything 
like  large  baskets,  the  fish  lying  more  in  the  stickles,  but 
the  best  takes  are  abot.t  twelve  brace.  Sport  has  not 
been  quite  so  good  in  the  dittric':  around  the  southern 
border,  where  bright  cjlonrei  flies  take  well  in  the  pools, 
and  Grannom,  Stone,  or  Blue  Upright  are  also  used.  The 
Avon,  Dart,  and  southern  streams  are  quiet,  and  visitors 
are  not  yet  numerous  on  the  former,  although  the  waters 
on  Dartmoor  are  too  freely  patioaised  to  allow  of  much 
good  individual  sport.  Takes  of  salmon  are  few  and  far 
between.  Mr.  C.  Beresford  killed  one  on  the  Torridge  at 
Bean,  and  Mr.  C.  Pearson  added  a  20-pound9r  to  hie  list, 
tie  fish  being  landed  at  Hele.  The  Blae  Upright  and 
Red  Spim^r  are  killing  flies  for  trout. — Devonian. 

XSsk  (Whitby).— Sport  has  been  much  improved  on 
this  river  during  the  past  week,  though  the  majority  of 
takes  have  been  effected  in  the  email  streams.  On  the 
asscc'ation  water,  Mr,  J.  W.  Nicholson  has  landed  five 
brace  ;  whilst  Dr.  English  has  landed  five  brace  also.  On 
the  other  portion  of  the  river  the  catches  recorded  are : 
Mr.  T.  Gray,  seven  brace;  Mr.  T.  Stauforth,  six  brace ; 
Mr.  A.  Stanforth,  eight  brace;  Mr.  J.  Gcdden,  seven 
brace;  Mr.  R.  Saddler,  eight  brace;  Cipt.  Long,  three 
brace.  With  the  continuance  of  favourable  conditions 
better  sport  is  anticipated.  At  present  the  association 
water  is  not  much  fished  by  enthusiasts,  the  lower  water 
being  probably  more  remunerative. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Fair  weather  has  pre- 
vailed dming  this  past  week,  but  wind  still  hugs  the 
easterly  country,  to  the  intense  disgust  of  fly  fishermen  of 
course,  whose  bags  generally  have  not  been  heavy. 
Surgeon-Major  Barriogton,  whiUt  spinning  for  salmon 
near  Thorverton,  killed  a  fine  pike  ot  l/jlb. ;  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Kelley  secured  another  of  Tib.  and  a  brace  of  perch, 
Ijlb.  and  lib.   I'ike  fishermen  proper  will,  of  course,  term 
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this  "  tujaportsmanlike,"  but  as  these  fish  are  deni/ans  of 
^  high  class  troat  preserve,  they,  in  CDmmon  with  perch, 
are  given  scant  consideration.  It  is  very  regretable,  from 
a  sporting  point  of  view,  that  these  fish  frequently  thrive 
best  where  not  wanted.— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Limes,  and  Cambs.).— 
Better  things  are  noticed  in  the  tront  fishing  diskrict, 
owing  to  the  warmer  weather.  Bat  it  is  some  years  since 
we  had  such  poor  weather  up  to  the  middle  of  May.  Fly 
fishing  is  really  very  poor,  scarcely  anything  but  land  flies 
are  to  be  seen,  and  trout  are  only  rising  in  the  evening.  I 
hear  it  is  likely  that  the  Peterborough  anglers  will  have 
daring  the  summer  an  accession  to  their  ranks.  Sheffield 
anglers  have  been  applying  for  permission  to  fish  their 
waters  on  the  Nene,  and  the  Peterborough  Association 
have  determined  to  admit  them  on  the  same  terms  as  local 
members. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (BTorth  Notts ).— Trout  fishing  is 
still  very  quiet  on  the  Idle,  Eyton,  and  other  waters 
running  north.  But  the  waters  runiiing  south  to  the 
Trent  have  had  fair  patronage  from  their  members. 
Captures,  however,  are  not  of  much  accDunt.  Among  the 
best  items  noticed  is  the  capture  of  a  trout  at  Blyth,  on 
the  Eyton,  scaling  i^lh.  Several  other  fish  of  a  goodly 
size  have  come  from  the  same  locality.  Odd  fish  are  also 
got  from  the  Idle,  bottom  fishing  in  the  deep  waters 
between  Retford  and  Mattersey. — L. 

Lake  Vjrnwy  (N.  Wales).— During  the  week  270 
fish  were  killed  cn  the  lake,  the  total  weight  being 
1671b.  lloz.  The  weather  has  been  against  big  baskets,  as 
the  wind  has  been  keeping  bstween  N.  and  N.E.  On  the 
3rd,  seventy-three  fish  weighed  4.31b.  loz,  Capt.  Garnett 
made  the  best  basket  with  eighteen  fish,  101b.  loz.  ;  Mr. 
Chambers  killed  eleven,  .5lb.  !ioz.  ;  Mr.  Isaac,  eight, 
5lb.  43z. ;  Capt.  F.  H.  Gainett,  six,  31b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Paliaret,  five,  21b.  Unz.  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  five,  31b.  loz. ;  and 
the  Bev.  Chesshiie,  five,  21b.  lOoz.  The  remaining 
baskets  contained  less  than. five  each.  On  the  4th,  fifty- 
one  fish  scaled  321b.  lOcz.  Rev.  Bnrnside  made  the  best 
basket  with  ten,  61b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Lycett  was  eecond  with 
eight,  41b.  ooz. ;  Mr.  Chambers  next  with  six,  31b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  Jackson,  five,  3Ib.  .5oz,  On  the  otb,  forty-five  fish 
were  taken  weighing  26. b.  lloz.  Rev.  Burnside  killed 
eleven,  61b.  4oz.  ;  Capt.  F.  H.  Garnett,  nine,  51b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  Henty,  nine,  51b.  14oz. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  seven, 
41b.  loz.  ;  and  Mr.  Chambers,  eight,  41b.  5oz.  On  the 
6th,  forty  fish  weighed  251b.  ISoz.  Mr.  Isaac  killed 
twelve,  71b.  2oz. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  61b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Chambers, 
six,  41b.  loz. ;  and  Mr.  Paliaret,  five,  31b.  6oz.  On  the 
8th,  thirty-three  fish  weighed  211b.  43z.  Mr.  Henty 
killed  seven.  41b.  2oz, ;  Mr.  Gee,  six,  4lb.  14oz  ;  Mr. 
Isaac,  five,  21b.  13oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  four,  21b.  8  -z.  ; 
Mr.  Jackson,  four,  21b.  13 :z. ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  three, 
lib.  12oz.  On  the  9th  (a  bitterly  cold  day)  only  twenty- 
eight  fish  were  killed,  weighing  181b.  4oz.  Capt.  Garnett 
creeled  ten,  6ib.  loz. ;  Mr.  Jackson,  six,  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr. 
E.  L.  Garnett,  four,  21b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Henty,  three, 
21b.  loz  ;  Mr.  Shaw,  three,  21b.  loz. ;  and  Col.  Don- 
caster,  two,  lib.  2oz.  The  fishing  on  the  rivers  has  been 
exceptionally  good,  the  best  baskets  of  the  week  being 
made  by  Rev.  Chesshire,  who  killed  forty  fish  on  the  5th. 

— LOSODRIKT. 

Lark  (Icklingham  and  Lackford).— The  cold 
noith-east  wind  prevailing  during  the  past  week  has  been 
against  trout  fishing.  I  can  only  hear  of  two  small  fish 
being  taken,  by  Mr.  H.  Mayhew  and  Mr.  L.  F.  Best.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Harvey,  out  on  the  4th,  secured  two  pike.  Nice 
tain  here  to-day  (Tuesday),  with  warmer  wind,  which  I 
trust  will  improve  sport. — A.  E.  Kemp. 

Lea  and'  Tribntaries. — The  Lea  is  in  pretty  fair 
order,  and  anglers  are  only  waiting  for  warm  weather  to 
do  execution  amoag  the  tront.  Cold  nights  and  un- 
favourable winds  have  daring  the  past  week  militated 
against  success  among  these  fii-h.  Mr.  Chspman  is 
credited  with  four  trout,  weighing  /  jlb.,  secured  from  the 
Hertford  district,  and  here  Mr.  Tebbatt  has  taken  a  tront, 
and  other  anglers  are  reported  to  hive  had  fish.  Last 
week's  31b.  14oz.  trout  was  landed  by  Mr.  Sivage.  Up  to 
the  time  of  writing  I  cannot  hear  of  any  trout  captures  at 
either  Ware  or  St.  Margaret's,  and  reports  (as  far  as  trout 
are  concerned)  bring  no  good  news  from  Rye  Hooss 
Hodddesdon,  or  Broxboarne.  A  trout  of  21b.  and  a  pike 
of  about  4§lb  have  been  found  floating  dead  in  the  liver 
at  Ware — it  is  to  be  hoped,  not  the  result  of  pollution 
There  have  been  some  pike  and  perch  caught  here  ai  d 
returned  by  trout  anglers.  The  Beane  is  low  but  fresh, 
and  has  yielded  snme  nice  trout  in  the  Hertford  district. 
A  boy  named  Carrell  has  S'cnred  a  brace  and  a  half,  in- 
cluding a  fish  of  31b.  Ooz.  ;  and  Mr.  C.  Mead,  in  two 
ontings,  has  landed  two  and  a  half  brace,  the  b^'st  fish 
21b.  3oz.  and  lib.  lO.z.  In  Oram's  water  ( Hertford),  Mr. 
W.  Garratt  has  killed  a  trout  of  21b  8oz.  Trout  should 
row  be  met  wi'.h  among  the  trout  in  the  Rib,  Amwell 

'  i^na.  Ash,  &c. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lnggr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  streams  are  now  ronning  clear  and  a  nice  level, 
and  in  good  order  for  fi.<ibing.  The  weather  has  turned 
from  cold,  with  east  winds,  to  fine,  and  Wednesday 
was  one  of  the  first  days  of  saoimjr.  The  old  weather 
was  against  fiehing,  but  a  few  showers  of  rain  hive 
brought  the  fish  to  rise  well,  and  they  are  now  well  on  the 
feed,  and  are  taking  Yellow  Dun,  Blue  Dan,  and  Coch-y- 
Bondhn,  and  the  Alder  Fly  may  be  exp acted  any  d  ly.  A 
ffcw  rods  have  been  out,  but  there  has  been  no  good  dishes 
of  fish  Unded.  By  the  end  of  the  week  there  is  every 
possibility  of  good  sport.  The  Pinsley  'u  now  clear  and 
in  good  order. — Gwynnk. 

Lnggr,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingraland).— 
Rivera  are  in  capital  trim,  yet  sport  has  not  been  up  to 
the  average  for  time  of  year,  in  fact,  quite  the  reverse. 
Tufgday,  0th  inst  ,  we  had  a  few  hours'  gentle  rain, 
which  has  certainly  improved  conditions,  and  if  the  wind 
would   only    shifc  from  the  neighbourhood  of  N.E. 


prospects  would  mend  at  onco.  Pish  are  backward  in 
condition.  Alder  is  just  coming  out.  \'ellow  Dun, 
Rusty  Blue,  Stone,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  and  Grey 
and  Red  Spinners  are  all  on  the  water,  though  not  nearly 
in  as  great  quantity  as  usual. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborongfh).— I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
announce  that  it  has  been  decided  to  cut  the  weeds  in  the 
river  for  the  "  summer  swims  "  from  Woodstoue  Staunch 
to  the  Thicket,  the  cost  being  borne  by  the  Peterborough 
Angling  Association.  A  deputation  of  the  Sheffield 
Angling  Association  has  waited  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
Peterborough  Association,  and  made  an  offer  of  £6  per 
annum  for  their  members  to  be  allowed  to  fish  in  the 
Peterborough  Society's  water,  which  was  declined,  as  it 
was  pointed  out  that  some  thousands_  of  Sheffielders 
might  avail  themselves  of  the  fishing  if  it  were  accepted. 
It  was  decided  that  the  SheffisIJers  could  only  fish  in  the 
waters  of  the  association  by  paying  the  same  fees  as  the 
ordinary  members. — E.  A.  8. 

Flj  month. — I  have  just  returned  from  a  three  weeks' 
tiip  on  the  moor.  On  the  who!e  the  weather  was  not  very 
good  for  fishing.  There  were  one  or  two  days,  however, 
after  rain  that  afforded  good  sport.  The  Meavy,  Walkham, 
Tavy,  and  the  Dart  have  all  been  in  flood,  and  the  peal 
have  had  a  good  chance  of  running  up  the  rivers.  I 
noticed  in  the  Devonport  beat  a  g^reat  number  of  caddis 
fly.  On  Wednesday  the  beat  was  lun  oft',  and  in  the  small 
pooh  several  of  these  caddis  worms  could  be  seen.  In 
fact,  I  noticed  more  than  one  leave  the  shell,  and  come  to 
the  surfacj  fluttering  its  wings.  This  explodes  the  idea 
that  we  do  not  get  the  May  Fly  here.  Barnaton 
Reservoir  is  finished  and  full  of  water.  It  certainly  looks 
a  fine  piece  of  water.  It  is  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
long,  about  one  mile  wide,  and  the  deepest  spot  is  77ft. 
We  shall  have  some  good  sport  there  in  time  to  come,  and 
with  proper  care  it  should  bring  in  a  good  revenue. — 
William  Heaeder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necb). — Up  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  week 
the  wind  has  blown  raw  and  cold,  persistently  from  the 
north-east  or  east,  but  on  Tuesday  a  very  welcome  olange 
set  in,  heralded  by  frequent  peals  of  thunder,  and  since 
that  time  the  weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired 
from  an  angling  point  of  view,  as  many  flies  are  now  on 
the  water,  and  the  tront  are  now  rising  freely,  so  that 
good  bags  are  being  made  on  all  these  rivers,  and  more 
especially  on  the  Tanat  and  Cain.  Anglers  have  also  had 
a  good  time  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ardllcan,  about 
three  miles  from  Llanymynech,  on  the  Welsbpool-road, 
where  several  fair  sized  pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
canal,  and  also  some  nice  eels,  which  were  highly  prized  by 
their  captors— gentlemen  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Manchester.  Mr.  Edmund  Buckley's  otter  hounds  have 
had  capital  sport  in  this  neighbourhood.  On  Tuesday, 
meeting  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tanat,  they  had  an  hour's 
first-class  excitement,  and  killed  an  otter  which  weighed 
191b.  On  Wednesday,  on  the  same  river,  above  Pen-y-bont 
Bridge,  they  also  captured  a  large  male  otter,  which 
turned  the  scale  at  221b  ,  after  a  long  chase,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  ladi?8  and  gentlemen,  and 
in  splendid  weather. — Vyrnwy. 

Slapton,  Soutb  Devon  (Royal  Sands  Hotel).— 
Fishing  on  the  Slapton  Ley,  a  lady  in  one  boat  ran  thirty 
pike  and  caught  twenty  ;  a  gentleman  in  another  boat  ran 
twelve  and  caught  eleven  ;  the  third  boat  ran  eleven  and 
caught  nice.  On  Wednesday,  up  to  luncheon  time,  nine 
pike  were  caught. — J.  C. 

Sassex  Rivers  and  Cbicliester  Haxbonr.— With 
fine  weather,  streams  and  rivers  are  on  the  bright  side,  and 
dace  fishing  on  the  Oase  has  not  been  a  success  A  bag 
of  nine  fish  was  taken  by  a  Lewes  angler,  and  others  have 
taken  from  five  to  seven  fish.  The  average  has  been  5oz  , 
and  the  leading  flies  Wickham,  Red  Palmer,  and  Coach- 
man. A  few  trout  have  bsen  taken  at  Bolney,  where  a 
few  fish  may  always  be  found.  From  the  main  river — the 
Ouse — in  the  upper  reaches  trout  up  to  l|lb.  have  been 
secured  with  minnow,  and  from  the  tributaries  from  four 
to  six  brace  a  day,  principally  with  worm.  A  short  rod 
and  strong  tackle  is  imperative,  as  the  roots  and  sunken 
timber  allow  <  f  no  play.  The  tributaries  of  the  Adur  have 
yielded  a  few  trout.  One  fish  of  21b.  was  taken  re Cintly 
from  a  culvert  near  Beeding  with  maiden  lob  ;  and,  with 
permission,  a  few  nice  fish  may  be  taken  in  this  locality. 
The  scenery  on  the  Rotber  is  now  well  worth  a  visit  to 
the  artist  angler,  and  good  trout  are  to  be  h*d,  although 
few  and  far  between.  A  brace  of  fish,  weighing  together 
21b.  10.:./.,  were  taken  on  Monday  with  minnow,  and  a 
heavier  fish  lost.  Smelt  fishing  in  Chichester  Harbour 
has  not  bsen  so  prolific.  From  four  to  nine  dozen  have 
been  taken  pjr  tide  with  ragworm.  Chichester  Canal  is 
teeming  with  all  kinds  of  fish.  Roich  are  somewhat  late 
in  spawning.  Carp  of  141b.  may  be  seen  in  the  basin  and 
ucder  the  bridges.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandonror,  Caimartliensliire\  —  Good 
sport  is  being  had  with  trout,  and  some  nice  baskets  taken 
during  the  past  few  days.  The  water  continues  in  good 
order. — H. 

T*w  (SToith.  Devon).— Since  my  last,  when  the  rain 
raisjd  the  waters,  I  heard  of  some  nice  takes  of  trout,  but 
the  frosty  nights  and  east  wind  has  caused  the  rivers  to 
run  down  almost  to  summer  level.  Rain  is  want?d 
seriously.  Sa'mon  fishing  is  a  complete  failure.  On  my 
road  to  Exeter,  Saturday,  travelling  with  fishermen  goicg 
back,  the  rivers  were  our  attraction,  and  for  forty  miles  I 
only  saw  one  gentleman  fishing,  and  I  heard  he  took 
nothing ;  the  rivers  were  too  low  and  bright.  Should  rain 
come  now  that  the  weather  is  warmer  some  nice  catches 
will  ha  had. — Rcstt  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil,  Bonth  Wales).— River  in  good 
condition,  and  go'>d  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  this 
last  week  from  101b.  to  3Jlb.  Six  salmon  also  taken  from 
101b.  to  181b,  by  local  fishermen  and  visitors, — S, 


Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clf  a--  and  a  niie  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishirg. 
The  weather  up  to  Wednesday  has  been  very  cold,  and 
with  easterly  winds  prevailing,  and  has  been  against  good 
sport.  'There  has  been  a  gord  few  rods  out,  but  the  fish 
have  not  been  rising  well.  On  Tuesday  rain  f^ll  in  this 
part  and  refreshed  the  river,  and  on  Wednesday  the 
weather  changed  warm  and  like  summer,  and  the  fish  were 
rising  well  at  the  fly.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  Blue 
Dan,  Iron  Blue,  Cowdung.  Yellow  Dun,  Stone  Fly,  and 
Coch-j-bondhu.  Worm  fit liing  has  been  tried  in  the  deep 
water  with  good  success.  Minnow  fishing  has  met  with 
but  little  su  c!S8.  In  the  water  below  Ludford  there  has 
b^en  several  gentlemen  out,  who  have  taken  some  very  nice 
trout  with  Yellow  Dun  and  Crch-y-bondhu,  but  no  large 
baskets  have  been  landed.  With  the  worm,  on  Monday 
evening  and  Tuesday,  good  trout  were  larjded.  On 
Wednesday  morning  a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  cau?ht  witli 
the  Yellow  Dun.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwjcbe, 
are  all  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  sport  in  them 
has  been  better  tioce  Monday,  and  eome  nice  sized  fish 
taken,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  water  is  now 
gone  down,  and  is  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
capital  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has  not  been 
favourable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  with  the  east  winds, 
but  the  fish  have  been  rising  during  the  middle  of  the  day. 
Eain  his  been  had  in  the  district,  which  has  refreshed  the 
river,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  has  taken  up 
fine  and  warm,  and  after  the  rain  the  fish  have  been 
rising  better,  and  there  is  now  every  prospect  of  some 
good  sport  being  had.  The  best  flies  will  be  the  Yellow 
Dun,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Blue  Dan,  and  Red  Spinner. — 
Worcester. 

Usk  (Abergfavenny). — Water  at  present  low  and 
clear.  There  is  a  nice  overc3S>  to-day,  aad  trout  ought 
to  move.  Have  not  heard  of  any  salmon  being  taken 
recently.  The  lad's  body,  of  which  I  reporlei  last  week, 
has  not  yttbsen  found,  although  Supt.  Matthew  Williami 
and  W.  Gale,  water  bailiff,  and  others  are  doing  all  in 
their  power  to  find  it.  It  would  be  great  satisfaction  to 
the  parents  if  the  body  was  recovered,  as  the  suspense 
must  be  very  trying  to  them.  A  Mrs.  Morgan  has  baen 
missing  since  Sunday  last;  her  cloak  and  hat  have  been 
found  on  the  bank  of  the  river  by  a  man  named  Conelly. 
It  is  surmised  that  she  has  drowned  harself.  Searchers 
with  drags  have  been  busy  up  till  to  day  I  Tuesday),  but 
with  no  effect.— E.  Delafield. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Rivers 
at  present  are  very  clear,  and  ai  e  getting  low  again.  The 
trout  now  are  beginning  to  rise  better  in  the  evening.  Mr. 
Gerald  Eden  managed  to  catch  a  basket  of  olb.  last 
Saturday  with  the  fly.  It  seems  a  general  complaint  here 
that  there  are  not  so  many  flies  on  the  water  this  season  as 
usual. — Pontsenny. 

Witham,  frc.  (Mid-Liuoolnsbire). —  Reports  of 
sport  in  north  Lincolnshire  are  very  scarce.  E/en  the 
fine  weather  of  last  week  liai  not  mide  much  impression, 
according  to- the  reports  to  hand.  Vegetation  is  putting 
out  vigorously,  and  but  for  the  cold  nights  tla";  have 
pretty  generally  prevailed  we  should  have  had  ere  this  a 
plentiful  supply  of  flies  of  different  kinds.  .As  yet  land 
flies  are  about  the  only  ones  to  be  seen,  and  trout  are  only 
rising  towards  sundown.  Captures  are  very  poor,  and 
mostly  with  worm  and  grub. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Dei  went  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers  are 
in  order  for  fly  fishing,  but  no  very  heavy  creels  have  been 
obtained  owing,  it  is  thought,  to  a  cold  north-east  wind 
that  has  prevailed.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  Wye,  and  a  few  lize  tront  have  b?en  taken, 
but  not  with  eatitfactory  results  for  this  time  of  the  year, 
as  the  Yellow  Sally  is  just  making  its  appearance,  and  fly 
fishermen  all  kcow  how  eager  trout  are  after  this  fly.  The 
Hathersage  and  Chatswoith  fisheries  have  had  about  an 
average  tumber  of  rods,  but  reports  are  that  the  best 
baskets  have  not  exceeded  more  thin  four  or  five  brace. 
The  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  has  only  had  a  few  anglers 
during  the  past  week,  with  only  moderate  succ  ss.  Mr. 
Brown,  on  the  lower  reaches  of  this  club's  portion  of  the 
Derwent,  has  landed  several  brace  of  trout  fishing  with 
worm.  "The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  As8:ciition'8 
water,  Matlock  Dale,  has  yielded  some  nice  trout.  Mr. 
B.  H.  Maule,  on  Tuesday,  took  a  brace  or  two  from  this 
part  of  the  Derwent  with  niinnow ;  also  on  Mondiy, 
be'ow  Cromford,  this  gentleman  landed  tbrae  trice  with 
Coop'r's  Farcy.— Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— 
There  has  been  a  falling  off  in  sport  this  week.  The 
frosty  nights  and  brilliant  days  which  prevailed  from 
Friday  until  Monday  ciused  our  rivers  to  fall  down  veiy 
much,  and  most  tf  them  are  now  quite  at  summer  level, 
and  in  the  upper  reaches  are  very  bright,  corsjquently 
only  expert  anglers  can  kill  trout,  and  their  takes  are  very 
poor.  The  few  fish  caught  in  the  Yore  have  been  taken 
with  the  natural  minnow,  fished  on  fine  Ariel  tackle 
in  the  rough  streams.  I  have  also  heard  of  the  capture  of 
a  nice  dish  or  two  of  trout  with  the  Stone  Fly  Creeper. 
As  an  instance  of  the  late  season,  I  may  say  I  8a,w  a 
large  fleck  of  fieldfares  on  my  way  to  the  Yore  to-day. 
I  never  observed  the  fieldfare  in  the  st  cond  week  in  May 
before.  Reports  from  thn  waters  of  the  Hawes  Angling 
Association  and  the  Wenslejdale  Angling  Asscciation  are 
"poor  sport  generally,"  and  it  will  njt  improve  until 
after  a  freshet  tow.  "The  Aire  is  getting  low  in  the  upper 
waters.  The  cold  winds  have  been  against  spirt  in  the 
Esk,  one  of  the  most  successful  anglers  since  the  season 
opened  being  Dr.  Dreaper,  of  Grosmont,  who  I  knew  as 
a  keen  hand  on  the  Yore  a  few  years  ago.  From  Scar- 
borough comes  the  news  that  the  corporation  are  going  to 
add  600  more  tench,  and  a  like  number  of  perch,  to  the 
stock  of  fish  in  the  mere,  and  that  the  water  in 
the  upper  Derwent,  Scalby  and  Burniston  Becks, 
is    running    clear.    The    season    so    far    has  not 
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been  good,  and  anglers  up  the  Wharf e  and  Nidd 
are  now  looking  for  a  freshet  to  improve  matters. 
I  hear  Mr.  Riley  Fortune  had  good  sport  on  the  Yore  last 
Saturday,  getting  twenty-one  trout  with  the  worm  in  two 
hours'  fishing.  But  the  best  pannier  I  hive  heard  of  this 
season  is  the  one  made  by  J.  W.  Lodge,  Esq.,  of  the 
Rookery,  Bishopdale,  in  his  own  water,  the  Bishopdale 
Beck.  He  killed  in  two  days  ninety-six  trout  with  the 
Orange  Partridge  hackle.  Good  baskets  have  been  scarce 
on  the  Wharfe.  Mr.  Leech  has,  however,  had  a  good 
day  or  two  on  the  Ilkley  length,  and  this  water  shows 
good  returns  so  far  this  season.  The  club  has  a  vacancy 
for  one  more  member,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  full 
particulars  to  anyone  requiring  good  and  select  fishing. 
Mr.  Mitchell  has  had  fair  sport  on  the  Nidd,  and  reports 
a  good  rise  of  the  Dark  Watjhet  and  Yellow  Legged 
Bloa,  but  all  the  Nidderdale  anglers  are  now  complaining 
of  low  and  clear  water,  bright  sun,  and  cold  north-east 
winds.  The  fishing  in  the  Roundhay  Park  lakes,  a  boon 
to  the  Leeds  anglers,  has  been  fairly  good  this  season. 
Some  pike  have  been  killed  containing  rainbows,  and  the 
Leeds  Amalgamation  must  rid  the  water  of  thjse  pests  if 
the  trout  fishing  is  to  be  kept  up.  I  hear  some  of  the 
Northallerton  anglers  have  had  good  sport  in  the  Codbeck, 
the  Rev.  D.  Jacob,  Chaplain  to  H.M.  Prison,  being  very 
suoceaeful.  Some  good  dishes  of  trout  have  also  been 
caught  in  the  Bedale  Beck,  in  tin  Constable  Burton  water, 
by  Mr.  Elliott  and  others.— JonN  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph.— Considering  low  and  bright  water, 
some  of  the  Yoreda'.e  anglers  have  been  doing  better  than 
could  be  expected.  Although  there  is  yet  a  scarcity  of 
natural  flies,  I  found  the  Gravel  Bed  Ply,  the  Blue  Midge 
of  Jackson,  well  on  yesterday;  also  Red  Clock  Bloas  are 
few  and  far  between,  also  the  browns.  Mr.  Willis, 
Carperby,  on  Saturday  killed  fourteen  nice  trout  with 
Dotterel  and  Yellow,  and  on  Tuesday  thirty,  all  with  Blue 
Dun  and  Snipe  and  Purple.  Yesterday  Mr.  Kilburn  had 
eighteen  nice  fish,  caught  with  Grouse  and  Purple  and 
Poult  Bloa ;  Mr.  Skidmore.  Askrigg,  had  fair  sport ;  Mr. 
Sadler  caught  a  tront  of  IJlb.  below  Aysgarth.  Sport  in 
Lake  Semerwater,  Mr.  Wetherald  getting  thirty-seven 
trout  in  one  day's  fishing.  It  is  raining  heavily.  This 
wUl  freshen  Yorkshire  rivers  and  bring  warmer  weather. 
Prospects  next  week  good. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Carrou  (liaster  Ross,  Ardgay,   N.B.).  —  The 

weather  has  been  most  unfavourable,  nevertheless  the 
following  sport  has  been  got :  On  Tuesday,  last  week,  Mr. 
Thorn,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salmon  of  81b. 
and  a  trout  of  lib.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Boosey,  London, 
Vfas  out  from  the  hotel,  and  caught  a  101b.  salmon  ;  and 
Mr.  Thorn,  an  H-pounder.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Boosey 
landed  one  of  81b.  They  were  all  caught  on  Dnnie  and 
Invercharron  waters. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffdliire). — Last  week  this  river  was  in 
fair  fishing  coLdition,  the  weather  proving  better,  the 
frost  not  being  so  keen  in  the  early  mornings.  Owing  to 
the  long  continued  drought,  the  water  is  getting  limited 
in  volume,  v^hioh  in  a  small  stream  like  the  Deveron 
checka  the  running  of  fish.  On  the  Blairmore  water,  on 
the  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  A.  Gauld,  the  keeper,  had  a  new  run 
fish  of  7?lb.— the  first  of  the  season.  On  the  5th  inst.,  on 
the  Marnoch  section,  Mr.  H.  B.  Leatham  killed  a  salmon 
of  71b. ;  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Walker,  keeper,  on  the 
Corniehaugh  section,  landed  four  salmon,  scaling  51b., 
71b.,  9 Jib.,  and  10 Jib.  The  yield  from  the  net  fishings  on 
the  river  was  from  one  to  three  fish  daily,  the  average 
weight  of  which  would  ba  81b.,  the  heaviest  being  101b 
In  the  middle  of  last  week  the  net  fishermen  caught  a 
grilse — the  first  taken  from  the  river  this  season — it  scaled 
2^1b.  Last  year  it  was  the  13th  of  the  month  before  they 
made  their  appeal  ance  in  the  river.  A  grilse  of  similar 
weight  was  also  got  in  a  bag  net  on  the  coast.  At  the 
various  stations  the  yield  was  much  like  that  of  the 
previous  week,  half  a  dozen  salmon  being  the  highest 
number  got  at  any  of  the  stations.  Now  that  grilse  are 
coming  on  it  is  expected  that  the  fishings  both  in  the 
river  and  sea  will  improve.  For  the  week  ending 
Tuesday  four  boxes  of  fisli  were  consigned  to  the  markets  ; 
two  less  than  that  of  the  corresponding  week  list  year. — 
H.  W. 

Iiocli  Katrine  (Strouacblachar   Hotel).— Oat 

from  Strorajhlachar  Hotel,  on  Friday,  Mr.  C.  Molntyre 
caught  twelve  trout;  Mr.  Neale  Thomson,  fishing  Lcc'i 
Chon,  caught  five  trout.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  C.  Mclntyre 
caught  eight ;  and  Mr.  Neale  Thomson,  six.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  Neale  Thomson  had  a  fine  basket  of  thirteen  trout 
(heaviest,  lib.  7oz.) ;  Major  White,  four  trout. — H,  M. 

Loohleveii  (KinrosB).— The  weather  has  been  too 
clear  for  sport  during  the  past  week,  and  there  has  been 
a  considerable  falling  off  in  the  number  of  trout  captured 
since  Thursday  last  week,  though  that  day  produced  the 
heaviest  yield  of  the  season,  viz.,  433  trout  to  forty-three 
rods  ;  the  most  successful  anglers  then  being  Mr.  R.  P. 
Wilson,  Mar  Rinch,  who  had  forty-eight  trout,  301b. ;  and 
Mr.  Gray,  Edinburgh,  who  creeled  forty  trout,  231b.  Of 
nine  clubs  which  competed  the  most  successful  was  the 
Kinross  Club,  the  catch  to  twenty-one  rods  bjinj  191  trout, 
1021b.  12oz.  The  heaviest  prize  basket  was  got  by  Mr.  J. 
Fortune  at  that  competition,  and  contained  twenty-four 
which  weighed  lOlb.  lloz.  Mr.  G.  Davies  captured  the 
heaviest  trout.  A  competition  was  held  by  the  Northum- 
berland Club,  at  which  nine  members  took  part.  Their 
catch  was  only  twenty-nine  trout,  15Jlb.  Mr.  Vaugban 
secured  first  prize  with  eight.  With  a  steadily  falling 
barometer  the  ensuing  week  promises  to  afford  the  angler 
better  sport.  The  brightBess  prevented  fiy  fishing,  and 
minnow  has  been  the  principal  mode  of  capture.  Most  of 
the  boats  are  already  engaged  for  next  week,  and  with 


moist  and  milder  weather,  heavy  catches  should  be  got. — 
Robert  Laino. 

Loch  Ness  (Poyers  Hotel),  N.B.— The  trout 
fishing  on  Loch  Mhor  was  opened,  with  very  god  results, 
on  April  27,  by  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Yarde,  Chudleigh,  who  on 
the  first  day's  fishing  with  fly  had  a  basket  of  forly-one 
very  fine  trout,  wei|hing  251b.  On  Monday,  May  1,  the 
same  gentle  man  killed  eight  trout,  7  Jib. ;  Tuesday, 
fourteen  trout,  91b. ;  Wednesday,  four  trout,  41b.  ;  on 
Friday  he  again  had  forty-one  trout,  weighing  271b.  ;  on 
Saturday,  five  trout,  41b.  Taking  into  consideration  the 
bright  sunshine  and  easteily  winds,  the  loch  has  given 
great  satisfaction,  and  holds  out  promise  of  excellent  sport 
this  season. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).— April  29,  Mr.  Dimond 
killed  a  fine  salmon  of  141b.  May  1,  Mr.  Thomson,  one, 
231b. ;  2nd,  Mr.  Djmond,  one,  171b  ;  3rd,  Mr.  Thomson, 
one,  161b.;  and  Mr.  Dymond,  two,  161b.  and  161b.;  8:h, 
Mr.  J.  Trevor  Davies,  one,  161b. — H.  J.  Maisev. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel,  Glen  Ljon,  Ferth- 
shire). — A  gentleman  fishing  from  the  hotel  (Mr.  Stewart) 
landed  a  beautiful  salmon,  weight  161b.,  on  May  0.  River 
in  ply.    Many  salmon  to  be  seen. — Paul  MacPhail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— The 
weather  has  been  too  bright  for  angling,  and  river  rather 
low.  On  Monday  week  Mr.  Oats,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed 
four  salmon  on  beats  2  and  3  On  Tuesday  the  same 
angler  had  one  on  No.  1.  On  Wednesday,  Major  Burnell 
Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  on  No.  2 ;  Mr. 
Oats,  one  on  No.  3  ;  Mr.  Blood,  Skelpick  Lodge,  two  on 
No.  1 ;  Master  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4 ;  Mr. 
Gill,  one  on  No.  5;  and  Mr.  Anderson,  Syre  Lodge,  one 
on  No.  6.  On  Thursday,  the  Skelpick  Lodge  rods  caught 
three  salmon  on  beats  2  and  3.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre 
Lodge,  had  one  on  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Lawrence,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  two  on  No.  2 ;  and  Master  Gill,  one  on  No.  6. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  Gill  had  one  on  No.  2,  and  Mr. 
Lawrence  one  on  No.  3,  which  made  a  total  of  twenty- 
one  .salmon  for  the  week. — B. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland.— Sport  is  steadily  im- 
proving, and  particularly  so  on  the  middle  and  upper 
waters  of  the  Dee,  Spey,  &c.  Bar  the  easterly  winds 
angling  conditions  could  not  be  better.  The  coast  fishing 
is  still  in  a  backward  condition  generally,  and  very  few 
grilse  are  as  yet  making  their  appearance.  A  genial 
shower  would  do  a  vast  amount  of  good.  On  the  Braemar 
waters  Mr.  Granville  Farquhar  had  four  fish  on  the 
Invercauld  reach  on  Friday,  scaling  6 Jib.,  7Jlb.,  81b.,  and 
16.b.,  and  one  on  Siturday  of  61b.  On  Tuesday  he  had 
another  of  141b. ;  while  Mr.  Page  had  two  of  61b.  each  ; 
and  Mr.  Farquhar  one  of  51b.  Her  Majesty  the 
Qaeen  is  due  at  Balmoral  on  the  27th,  meantime 
the  royal  keepers  are  getting  one  or  two  fish  daily. 
On  the  Ballater  waters,  Mr.  Griffith,  Mr.  Wigelaw, 
and  others  have  had  one  or  two  fish  daily. 
On  the  Crathie  section.  Major  Shut  creeled  one  of  61b. 
On  the  Glentana  waters,  last  week,  Mr.  Barclay  creeled 
four  fish,  scaling  4lb.,  12Ib.,  12Jlb.,and  141b.,  six,  of  4Jlb., 
51b.,  ojlb.,  61b.,  71b.,  and  lojlb.,  four,  of  5Jlb.,  61b., 
14 Jib.,  and  261b.,  and  so  on  daily  for  the  week  ;  while  Mr. 
Laming  had  one  of  6 Jib.,  three,  of  6 Jib  ,  71b.,  and  15lb., 
two  of  7Jlb.  each  ;  and  Mr.  Farrer,  two,  of  81b.  and  51b., 
one  of  7Jlb.,  one  of  71b. ;  and  Major  Scott,  two,  of  6;b. 
and  71b.  On  the  Huntley  Arms  waters,  Dr.  Lewis,  last 
week,  had  six  fish,  scaling  81b  ,  71b. ,  61b.,  81b.,  61b.,  and 
111b. ;  Mr.  Younger,  one  of  81b. ;  Mr.  Whitelaw,  four,  of 
61b  ,  131b. ,  91b.,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  McNeil,  one  of  131b. ;  Mr. 
Fife-Jameson  one  of  51b. ;  and  Mr.  Allan,  four,  of  51b  , 
61b.,  61b.,  and  81b.  OntheDesj  water,  Major  Davidson 
and  friends  landed  six,  scaling  from  6ib.  to  8Jlb.  Oq  the 
Lodge  water,  Mr.  James  G.  Orr  had  two,  of  6 lb.  and  81b. 
On  Carlogie  water,  Mr.  Wm,  Monk-Gould  landed  two, 
of  61b.  and  121b. ;  while  Lord  Lisburn  had  one  on 
Borrowstone  of  81b.,  and  Lord  Garrioch,  one  of  lOJlb. 
on  the  same  beat.  On  the  Ballogie  section,  John 
Sherrit  creeled  one  of  71b.,  while  Sandy  Ross  had 
two  on  Commonty  water  of  61b.  and  71b.  On  the  Woodend 
water,  Mr.  John  Mortimer  landed  six  of  average  weights, 
while  Mr.  Davies  had  several  oa  the  Upper  Blackball 
section.  Sport  improving  steadily.  On  the  Don  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  were  made,  all  to  the  fly.  On  the 
Ythan,  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay,  Aberdeen,  had  a  basket  of 
151b.  on  Saturday,  on  Ellon  Castle  waters,  three  of  them 
over  IJlb.,  while  Mr.  Shepherd,  Aberdeen,  had  a  salmon 
of  91b  ;  and  eleven  trout  on  Monday.  On  the  upper 
waters  Mr.  Gordon  had  a  salmon  of  141b.  On  the  IJgie 
anglers  had  very  good  sport,  several  coming  from  the 
Craden  Bay  Hotel.  On  the  Deveron  splendid  baskets  of 
trout  are  being  made,  and  on  Tuesday,  Gould,  keeper,  had 
a  fine  fish  of  7Jlb.  on  Blairmore  water. — G.  M. 

Shin  (luveran,  N.B.)— Since  last  reported  the  sport 
by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  has  been  as 
follows:  On  24th  ult.,  Mr.  Evans,  one  salmon,  201b. ; 
Mr.  Jackson,  two,  8lb.  and  91b.  ;  and  Mrs.  Farrer,  one  of 
81b.  On  25th,  Mr.  Johnson  landed  a  5  poander  ;  and  Mr. 
Evans  one  of  181b.  On  26th,  Mr.  Evans  caught  one  of 
81b.  On  28th,  Mr.  Johnson  grassed  a  6-pounder  ;  and  on 
29th,  Miss  Evans  one  of  101b.  On  1st  inst..  Sir  John 
Ferguson  Davie,  Bait  ,  of  Greedy,  Devonshire,  got  a 
silmon  of  91b.  (Jn  2ad,  Sir  John  landed  an  18-pounder ; 
and  Sir  John  Shelley,  Bart.,  of  Michaelgrove,  Sussex, 
two,  of  121b.  and  61b.  On  3rd,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie 
landed  one  of  91b.  Rest  of  the  week  blank.  River  too 
low  and  weather  too  bright.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  Border  rivers  have  been 
low  and  clear  since  Saturday — out  of  order  for  salmon 
fishing,  but  in  nice  ply  for  trout.  The  spring  salmon 
fishing  is  ended,  and  there  will  be  little  done  in  the  way  of 
salmon  fishing  until  the  back-end  of  summer.  Taken  all 
over,  the  spring  angling  was  a  huge  failure  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  Sea  trout  will  take  the  place  of  salmon  in 
June.  By  the  end  of  that  month  the  herling  will  be 
making  their  appearance,  the  best  of  all  tront  fishing  on 


the  Border  streams.  During  July,  herling  run  up  the 
Annan,  Esk,  Frith,  and  Galloway  rivers  in  thousands.* 
On  the  lower  waters  of  the  two  former  rivers  the 
sport  is  good  on  favourable  days.  Anglers  on  the 
Borders  have  been  greatly  troubled  by  cold  east 
winds  during  the  day  and  snaps  of  frost  in  the 
early  mornings.  There  has  been  no  fly  on  the  water  to 
speak  of  for  the  past  ten  days,  and  trout  have  not  been 
taking  well.  On  the  Annan  not  much  has  been  done 
during  the  week.  Fishing  in  the  Luce  pait  of  Mount 
Annan  water  on  Friday,  Mr.  Thorburn  killed  a  clean  run 
spring  salmon  of  91b.  on  a  Brown  Turkey  Fly.  Mr. 
Thorburn  also  had  a  few  yellow  trout.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Coleby  took  about  thirty  yellow  trout,  but  returned  all 
but  eight,  owing  to  the  trout  being  under  condition.  They 
were  all  taken  with  fly.  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's  keeper  killed 
two  sea  trout  in  the  Mount  Annan  water,  and  one  or  two 
others  have  been  caught  during  the  past  week.  In  the 
Solway  Derwent  around  Cockermouth  the  cold  east  winds 
have  kept  the  trout  off  the  rise ;  nevertheless,  some  anglers 
had  fair  sport  for  an  hour  or  two  among  yellow  trout. 
The  best  baskets  daring  the  past  week  have  been  with 
worm  bait.  Mr.  John  Soulsby  had  a  dozen  yellow  trout 
on  the  Derwent  with  worm  ;  Mr.  R.  F.  Brown  and  Mr.  J. 
Parkin  had  nice  baskets  on  the  Cocker ;  Mr.  J. 
Soulsby  caught  ten  at  another  outing.  Mr.  Jae. 
Grave,  Mr.  Bowe,  Mr.  D.  Pearson,  Mr.  Cooper, 
and  Mr.  Burn  had  fair  sport  last  week.  In  the 
GjUoway  waters  nothing  comes  to  hand  worth  re- 
porting this  week.  On  the  Dench  of  Carsphairn  several 
anglers  did  fairly  well  among  yellow  tront,  one  gentleman 
killing  two  of  fully  2lb.  each.  On  the  Ayrshire  lochs  and 
rivers  sport  has  been  very  poor  of  late  on  the  rivers,  and 
little  has  been  done  since  the  last  floods.  A  number  of 
rods  have  been  out  on  Loch  Doon  and  Finlas.  Nothing 
reaches  me  as  to  the  results  of  the  week. — Heather- 
bell. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— Some  excellent  sport  has 
been  got  on  the  Kyle  since  last  reported.  On  April  27, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Mackay,  Pitlochry,  had  six  trout,  weighing 
91b.  On  May  1,  the  same  gentleman  had  five  trout,  8lb. 
On  the  2nd  he  had  five  fish,  9lb.  On  the  4th,  Mr. 
Macinnes  had  two  trout,  4 Jib.,  heaviest  3Jlb.  On  the 
5th,  Mr.  Michell,  Devon,  hid  six  trout,  weighing  12lb., 
heaviest3|lb.  On  the 6th,  Master  A.  Mackay,  Pitlochry,  had 
five  fish,  weighing  141b  ,  heaviest  4Jlb. — J.  W.  Macinnes. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Matters  piscatorially  in  the  Borderland  have  been  fairly 
good  daring  the  past  week,  so  far  as  trout  angling  is 
concerned,  but  as  for  salmon  angling,  that  sport  is  just 
about  as  nearly  as  possible  a  "  gone  coon  "  (as  the  Yankees 
say).  On  all  the  famed  waters  in  the  Kelso  district,  and 
on  some  of  those  both  above  and  below,  not  a  single 
fish  has  been  killed  during  the  past  ten  days.  The  rivers 
are  running  in  good  full  order,  and  the  weather  has  also 
been  favourable,  but  still  no  fish  have  been  got,  much  t> 
the  surprise  of  many  anglers,  who  have  tried  their  luck  on 
various  of  the  fastnesses.  The  seeming  want  of  salmon  in 
the  once  famed  stock-producing  river  (the  Tweed)  is  now 
setting  angling  men  to  seriously  meditating  ;  and  the  query, 
"  Where  are  all  the  fish  gone  now  that  usad  long  ago  to 
come  up  our  river  ?  "  will  take  eome  explaining  away. 
Trout  fishers,  however,  have  done  fairly  well  as  a  rule,  and 
one  or  two  more  fortunate  thin  others  have  kiUed  some 
large  baskets.  On  the  Tweed,  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr 
James  Steel,  fishmonger,  Kelso,  fishing  with  fly  and 
minnow,  had  nineteen  beautiful  trout,  which  drew  the  seal 
at  14Jlb. ;  the  next  day,  on  the  same  river,  in  three  hours 
fishing,  he  had  5Jlb. ;  on  the  former  ocsasion  oae  of  Mr 
Steel's  trout  just  touched  the  beam  at  21b.  5oz.,  while 
three  or  four  were  fully  lib.  each.  In  his  second  day 
fishing  he  killed  a  trout  of  lib.  2oz.,  and  a  grayling  of  l|lb 
On  the  same  river,  Mr.  William  Mercer,  Kelso,  has  had 
baskets  of  7ib.,  91b.,  and  101b.,  and  on  the  Teviot  he  ha 
on  Monday  a  very  fine  dish  of  121b.  with  worm — clear 
water  worm  fishing.  Mr.  J.  Stewart  has  also  had  take 
of  from  31b.  up  to  51b.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Thompson 
Newcastle,  on  the  Teviot,  6Jlb.  on  Monday ;  Mr.  Jam 
ArnuU,  4Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Gregson,  6lb.  All  the 
baskets  were  killed  with  fly,  the  Greenwell  and  Partridg 
Spider  (yellow  body)  being  plentiful,  and  giving  bette 
feeding  to  the  speckled  beauties.  Prospects  for  the  ne 
angling  season  are  now  looking  somewhat  brighter,  mor 
fish  being  got  all  over,  and  prices  are  now  down  to  23.  3d 
for  both  salmon  and  trout. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Impeiial  and  Royal  Hotel*  Private 
Water,  and  Gortnorabbey  Hotel,  Lough  Conn). 

— The  weather  has  not  been  at  all  favourable  for  angling 
either  on  river  or  lake  for  the  past  week,  bat  I  am  glid  to 
state  that  it  has  now  turned  favourable,  and  I  can  now, 
with  some  confidence,  recommend  anglers  to  pay  us  a  visit. 
Mr.  MaoNab  killed  one  salmon,  on  Thursday,  weighing 
91b.,  and  two  on  Saturday,  weighing  71b.  and  121b. 
respectively.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  other  sport  been 
had. — Manager. 

Ballina  (Private  Waters.  Moy  Hotel).— Water 
in  good  order  ;  south  winds.  Nets  and  weir  doing  well. 
Fair  show  of  fieh  on  the  private  waters.  Some  grilse  have 
been  taken  in  the  nets,  showing  an  early  run.  On  the 
whole,  prospects  of  fishing  fair.  There  was  three  fish 
fish  taken  on  the  lough,  one  on  Friday  and  two  on  Satur- 
day. Mr.  Sohroop  Tost  one  on  May  7,  and  rose  another. 
Trout  fishers  at  Runagry  Lodge  doing  well, — John 
Devers. 

Bann. — The  frost  at  night  for  the  past  week  has  caused 
this  river  to  fall  about  12in.,  and  many  of  the  trout  casts 
have  been  reduced  to  angling  order.  The  temperature  of 
the  water  has  been  too  low  for  any  of  the  Sedges  to  come 
to  the  surface  yet.  The  locil  anglers  are  talring  a  few  of 
the  large  trout  off  the  banks.  Mr.  Robert  Elder  had  two 
trout  on  the  6th,  IJlb,  and  21b.  each,  and  one  of  2Jlb,  on 
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the  8th.  Good  sport  is  ezpeot«d  in  the  coming  week.— 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast. — Trouting  was  rather  poor  this  week  on  the 
dams.  On  Taesiay,  Mr.  J.  M.  Murray,  Mr.  Longhead, 
and  Mr.  Atkinson  were  out  on  Trooper's  Lane  Dam,  and 
killed  half  a  dozen  fish  each.  Capt.  E,  R.  O.  Ludlow, 
D.A.A.G.,  and  Mr.  M.  Stay  were  out  several  days,  with 
fair  success. — J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (co.  Oalway). — The  Corrib  is  fishing  better 
now  than  any  time  since  the  season  opened.  Since  my 
last  notes  Capt.  Ottira  killed  three  salmon  ;  Mr.  White, 
eight  (heaviest  231b  ) ;  and  the  Lydon  brothers,  twelve 
(heaviest  17ilb.).  Pish  seem  to  be  plentiful,  and  as  the 
weather  gets  warmer  there  will  be  a  corresponding  im- 
provement in  sport. — J.  B. 

Cnmmeragli  and  Inney.— On  the  Cammeragh,  on 
one  day  last  wr ek.  Col. -Surgeon  Barry,  Bayview  Hotel, 
Waterville,  fishing  with  Tim  McCarthy,  caught  two 
salmon,  12ilb.  and  91b.,  and  two  nice  trout,  of  3|lb.  and 
IJlb.  In  ths  Inney  trout  fishers  did  very  well  in  the  late 
evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ball5sliani.on  and  Belleek).— Treating  on 
the  Erne  during  the  past  week  was  not  very  good,  as  the 
bright  weather  and  harsh  wind  spoiled  the  chances  of 
sport.  The  following  gentlemen  are  now  angling  on  the 
Erne  :  Mr.  C.  C.  Ralli,  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli,  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike, 
Mr.  G.  Antonini,  Mr.  Dandy,  and  Capt.  Heygate.  To- 
day the  weather  is  looking  changeable,  and  with  some  rain 
now  sport  would  become  good  all  round. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Eillarney  District. — There  seems  to  be  a  misappre- 
hension about  the  proposed  sale  of  a  part  of  the  Lakes  of 
Killarney.  The  water  and  land  to  be  disposed  of  are  : 
Muckroas  House,  demesne  lands,  and  deer  forests,  com- 
prising 13,357  acres,  the  middle  Lake  of  Killarney — Tore, 
or  Muokross,  as  it  is  sometimes  called — parts  of  the  Devil's 
Punch  Bowl  and  Mangerton  Mountain,  two-thirds  of 
Purple,  Dnmishtere,  and  Tore  mountains,  Muokross 
Abbey,  Tore  Waterfall,  O'Sullivan's  Cascade.  It  is  stated 
that  the  price  of  £30,000  has  been  asked.  Trouting  on  the 
lakes  lately  was  fairly  good,  but  salmon  fishing  poor. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Iiee  (CO.  Cork). — The  river  rabidly  running  down  t) 
summer  level.  Some  rain  is  badly  wanted,  as  the  grilse 
are  just  beginning  to  show,  and  a  good  flood  would  fill  the 
river  with  them.  On  Ashton  fishery,  Mr.  J.  L.  Peach, 
71b.  On  Mashonaglass,  Mr.  AUgood,  91b.,  91b. ;  Capt. 
Donglas  Penant,  60th  Rifles,  61b.,  and  a  grilse,  31b.  On 
Warrens  Court,  Mrs.  Jameson,  32ib.  (a  record  fish  for  this 
river);  Mr.  J.  A.  Jameson,  121b.,  121b.,  91b  ,  SJlb.,  81b. 
On  Oakgrove,  Mr.  P.  M.  Leader,  161b.  On  Lee  Mount, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Crawshay,  151b.  At  Castlelynch,  Mr.  J. 
O'Brien,  101b.  At  the  Waterworks,  Mr.  J.  O'Doanell, 
91b,  Trout  anglers  are  getting  some  good  baskets  on  the 
small  rivers.  In  the  tidal  water  at  Sundays  Well  trout 
are  very  numerou?,  and  are  rising  freely  in  the  evenings. 
Mr.  S.  Haynes,  on  the  4ch  inst.,  had  fonr,  |lb.,  |lb.,  ^Ib., 
and  lib. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longli  Conn  (Cloghans).  —  In  two  and  a  half 
days  the  Rev.  White  got  fifty-five  trout,  averaging  lib. ; 
Mr.  Pitts,  in  two  and  a  half  diys,  got  twenty  trout, 
largest  6Ib.,  smallest  |lb. ;  Mr.  Higgiiis,  in  a  few  days, 
got  some  nic3  trout,  average  lib. ;  Mr.  Carpenter  got  one 
salmon,  111b.,  and  fonr  trout,  on  same  day;  Mr.  McNabb 
and  friend  got  three  salmon,  along  with  some  handsome 
baskets  of  trout.- — Tom  Claeke. 

Lough  Mask.— Out  from  Mount  Grable  Hotel,  Clon- 
bnr,  Professor  Patterson,  of  Aberdeen,  on  May  8,  oinght 
one  gillaroo  trout  6|lb.,  one  brown  trout,  6Ib.,  one  ditto, 
4lb.,  and  three,  weighing  together  o^lb.,  in  all  22^1b. 
Major  Ferguson  got  a  beantifnl  specimen  of  gillaroo  trout, 
nearly  61b.,  with  a  lot  of  small  ones  ranging  down  to  lib., 
on  the  fly.  _  Prospects  of  sport  very  good.  A  most 
remarkable  iacident  occurred  while  Professor  Patten oa 
was  trolling.  A  large  lake  trout  got  on  and  pulled  the  rod 
out  of  his  hand,  which  he  failed  in  getting  out  of  the  lake. 
Six  gillaroo  trout,  weighing  321b. ,  have  been  sent  within 
the  past  ten  days  to  be  set  up  by  Messrs.  Coopar  and  Sons, 
London. — J.  A.  Joyce. 

Iiongh  Melvin. — The  weather  during  the  past  week 
was  very  unfavourable  for  angling^  as  a  hard  north-east 
wind  prevailed  all  the  time,  and  this,  with  sharp  frosts  at 
night  and  bright,  sunny  sky  in  daytime,  retarded  the 
chances  of  sport  a  good  lot.  The  following  are  the  parti- 
culars :  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup  landed  one  talmon,  of  lljlb.,  on 
3rd  inst. ;  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland  took  a  fine  fresh  run 
salmon,  on  same  diy,  of  15lb.  ;  Col.  R.  B.  Wilson  took 
one  salmon,  of  8Jlb.,  on  .Tth  inst. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup  took 
one  salmon,  of  14lb.,  on  6th  inst. ;  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mul- 
holland took  one  salmon,  of  9Jlb.,  on  .5th  inst.;  Mr.  E. 
Mnlhern  took  one  salmon,  of  81b.,  on  0th  inst.;  Mr.  J. 
Philips  took  another,  on  same  day,  of  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  J. 
O'Brien  took  one  salmon,  of  81b.,  on  8th  inst.  The  Rev. 
W'm.  Verner,  Mr.  W.  King  Edtvards,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Neely 
took  several  trout  (Snlmo  ferox)  trolling,  the  largest  trout 
taken  weighing  5Jlb.,  and  caught  by  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Verner.  Trout  did  not  rise  well  to  the  fly  since  last 
report,  in  consequence  of  the  very  bright  weather  and 
north-east  wind ;  still,  a  fair  number  of  baskets  of  brown 
tront  were  taken,  heaviest  weighing  8|lb. — M.  Rogan 

AND  SONH. 

Longh  Melvin  (Lower  Reaches,  Kinlongh 
End^ — The  success  of  fly  anglers  was  somewhat  marred 
daring  the  past  week  owing  to  the  very  tu  Iden  change  to 
bright  warm  days,  with  easterly  winds.  Anglers  were  ont 
in  good  numbers  from  Kinlongh  and  Bnndoran.  Fair 
baskets  were  had  in  the  early  mornings  and  late  evenings. 
Some  nice  trout  were  also  had,  trolling,  from  lib.  to  41b. 
Darker  weather  must  be  had  before  angling  is  again  a 

success. — P.  GAf.LAOHKE. 

Longh  Veagh. — The  pollen  fishing  continues  fair,  and 
the  same  applies  to  tront  netting.  It  seems  a  pity  to  see 
so  many  of  these  beautiful,  fish,  np  to  81b.  and  101b.,  taken 


so  ignominiously  in  a  net.  Trout  fishing  on  the  tribu- 
taries is  very  poor ;  in  fact,  the  spring  of  1899  has  been 
one  of  the  worst  experienced  for  many  years. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville). — Sport  has  been 
good  considering  the  unfavourable  conditions.  lha 
following  were  the  best  baskets  hid  on  the  different 
waters  last  week  :  On  Coppal  (bank  fishing),  one  of  three 
dozen  brown  trout;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of  thirty- 
four  ;  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  forty  ;  on  Filealougha,  one 
of  three  dozen  ;  on  Drenane,  one  of  twenty-nine ;  ai  d  on 
Coomcatcun,  one  of  thirty-three. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— There 
is  a  fair  spill  of  water  in  the  river  Moy,  and  to-day  some 
few  fish  were  got  in  the  Boxes  and  in  the  nets  below  the 
bridge.  The  big  floods  this  spring  brought  the  early  run 
of  fish  to  Lough  Conn,  and  it  was  rumoured  in  town  to  day 
that  three  salmon  have  been  killed  in  one  day  by  one  rod. 
It  was  also  stated  that  one  fish  was  got  to-day  in  the  nets 
above  Foxford.  A  few  fish  have  been  seen  throwing  on 
the  water  leased  by  the  proprietor  of  Coghlan's  Hotel  at 
Foxford.  The  opinion  entertained  here  is  that  nothing 
will  save  the  salmon  fishing  in  this  river  from  utter  ruin 
but  an  extension  of  the  weekly  close  time. — Innish- 

OWEN. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  in  good  order ;  weather  fine ;  tun  of  grilse 
getting  more  numerous.  Mr.  H.  McNab,  three  salmon, 
fi^lb.,  91b.,  121b.;  Mr.  Harden,  one  salmon,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Perhouse,  two  salmon,  lOlb  ,  15^1b. ;  Dr.  Bailey,  one 
grilse,  41b. ;  Mr.  C.  L,  Duncan,  one  salmon,  171b.,  one 
grilse,  3ilb. ;  Mr.  Douglas  Carter,  two  salmon,  111b., 
12Jlb.,  one  grilse,  31b.  Trout  anglers  are  doing  fairly 
well.  The  lough  is  lowering  fast,  and  every  prospect  of 
spoit  improving. — Pat  Hearnes  (Ballina). 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloa).— After 
three  days  excesnvely  hot  sun,  which  will  hasten  the  rise 
of  the  Green  Drake  on  Lough  Derg,  a  few  soft,  refreshing 
showers  descended  last  night,  with  the  pleasing  result  that 
the  ever  welcome  fly  is  to  the  fore  to- day,  not  in  any  great 
numbers,  to  be  sure,  but  suflioient  to  assure  us  of  an  early 
lake  season.  On  yesterday,  on  the  lake,  yonog  Mr. 
Courtney,  of  Newtown,  got  on  the  "  dap  "  a  dish  of  tiout, 
largest  41b.  In  my  report  last  week  I  stated  that  the  lake 
fishing  woull  open  about  the  12th,  so  you  see  I  have  hit  it 
off  just  nicely.  Any  number  of  English  gentlemen  and 
ladies  coming  over  for  the  grand  sport.  Speaking  to  Capt. 
Gartside-Spaight,  Master  of  the  Derry  Castle  Harriers, 
near  Killaloe,  yesterday,  he  told  me  that  last  May  (1898) 
he  and  his  fisherman,  James  Lucas,  fished  the  lake  for  a 
fortnight,  and  the  bag  each  day  amounted  to  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  trout,  weighing  251b.  Splendid  sport,  truly  ! 
Salmon  fishing  very  indifferent  this  week.  Major  Tra- 
herne's  fishermen.  Patsy  Ryan  and  W.  Fogirty,  killed 
yesterday  a  fish  of  221b.— S.  J.  Huele  j. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli). — During  the  preceding 
part  of  this  season  it  has  been  remarked  that  salmon 
appeared  scarce,  and  very  few  were  seen  at  any  time. 
Now  there  appears  to  have  been  a  fresh  ai  rival  of  a  large 
number,  as  several  have  been  seen  rising  during  the  past 
week  on  the  various  stretches.  The  brilliant  sunshine 
which  we  have  had  has  no  doubt  been  the  reason  of  the 
fish  not  taking  freely.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  one  salmon,  301b.,  on  6th.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  H. 
Chapman  killed  one  salmon,  13lb.,  on  2nd.  Oa  New- 
garden,  Mr.  F.  Cooper  killed  one  salmon,  131b.,  on  7th; 
and  Mr.  R.  Greenfield,  one  salmon,  111b.,  on  6th.  On 
Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon, 
12Jlb,,  on  5th,  and  one  salmon,  291b.,  on  9th.  On  the 
Castle  fishery,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheitley  killed  one  salmon, 
14Jlb.,  on  6th.  On  the  sime  fishery,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham 
killed  one  salmon,  15Jlb.,  on  8th.— John  Enriqht  and 
Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers;— The  BlackwaterandBalliaderry  are 
both  low,  and  trouting  has  fallen  off  a  little.  A  few  days 
ago  a  Mr.  M.  Campbell,  whilst  fishing  a  pool  known  as 
"  Sally's  Hole,"  on  the  Blackwater,  near  Augher,  killed  a 
27|lb.  pike.  The  pike  cont  lined  three  rats,  three  spoon 
baits,  and  five  hooks.  A  2 lib.  pike  was  killed  on  the  same 
pool  a  couple  of  years  ago. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
continues  pretty  good  on  the  above  waters  since  last 
report,  though  the  baskets  would,  of  courss,  be  far  better 
but  for  the  abnormally  hot  and  bright  weather  of  the  past 
week.  The  best  basket  had  on  those  waters  last  week 
was  one  of  two  dozen  brown  trout,  got  by  Surgeon- 
Colonel  Barry,  on  Monday — T.  J.  D. 

Westnxeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— We  are  on  the 
very  eve  of  tie  dapping  season  on  the  We stmeath  lakes, 
and  before  these  lines  are  in  print  the  Green  Drake  will 
have  made  its  appearance.  I  anticipate  that  sport  will  be 
pretty  general  about  the  20th  inst.  Fortunately,  we  have 
had  the  wind  in  the  east  for  the  past  ten  days,  and  there 
are  now  indications  of  a  change,  so  that  the  dapping  time 
may  come  in  all  right  this  year.  Very  few  fish  have  been 
tiken  since  the  season  opened,  so,  if  the  weather  be  pro- 
pitious, good  sport  is  assured.  Anglers  are  requested  to 
return  any  rainbow  trout  they  may  hook,  as  these  fish 
were  only  introduced  into  Loughs  Ennel  and  Owel  last 
October.— T.  J.  W. 


It  is  the  custom  in  a  certain  village  when  a  farmer  kills 
a  sheep  for  him  to  send  round  firat  to  the  squire's  lady, 
then  to  the  parson,  afterwards  to  the  doctor,  and  so  on  in 
order  of  precedence,  to  ask  them  if  they  will  take  some  of 
the  meat,  and  what  j  jints  they  would  like.  On  one 
occasion  the  farmer  sent  the  usual  message  to  say  that  a 
sheep  would  be  killed,  and  each  gave  an  order  for  the  joint 
selected.  When  the  meat  was  delivered,  the  parson's  wife 
said:  "I  ordered  mutton,  but  this  is  pork."  "Oh,  it's 
all  right,  ma'am,"  was  the  reply,  "  father  was  obliged  to 
kill  a  pig,  as  the  sheep  got  letter," 


llngUng  '^ixlutes. 

May  14.   

Islington  Brotherj  :  Brake  outing. 
Second  Surrey  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
May  15. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Adjourned  delegate  meetmg. 
Clipham  Juncli  )n  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Clissold  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
Ilarcourt :  Benefit  concert. 
Prince  of  Wales  :  Distribution. 
May  16. 
Alma  :  Annual  supper. 
Battersea  Friendly  ;  Annual  dinner. 
Blackfriars :  Visit. 

Greiham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  Goodwin. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  concert. 

Waggoners :  Distribution. 
May  17. 

Amicable  Brothers :  Supper. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Supper  and  distribution, 

Bostonian :  Benefit  entertainment. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

Campbell  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

Canning  Town  :  Distribution. 

Highbury :  Supper. 

Islington  :  Annual  supper. 

Lincoln:  Supper  and  distribution. 

Phoinix  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Royal  George  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Supper. 
May  18. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 

Cobden  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

St.  Albans  :  Annual  dinner. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 

Woolwich  Brothers  :  Ann  nil  dinner. 
May  19. 

Wellington  :  Annual  supper. 


May  21. — North  Lambeth  :  Dinner. 

29. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  30. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribu- 
tion. 

,,  30. — Islington  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,  30. — Izaak  Walton  :  Sea  fishing  outing. 

,,  31. — Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

,,  31. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Distribution. 

,,  31. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  31. — Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Annual  supper, 
June     5. — Jubilee:  A. B.S.  concert  and  distribution, 
,,       G. — Elgin:  Distribution. 
,,       7. — Stratford  :  Sapper, 

,,  16. — Dalston  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 


B^epxts  from  Clu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  rrntst 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening,  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Repoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  The  adjourned  aimual 
delegate  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next. 
May  15,  at  8.30.  The  Netting  Fund  Committee  will  meet 
at  7.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  0s.2d.  from  the  Cambridge  Heath  Bros.,  lis.  2d.  Friend- 
ship Angling  Societies  Donation  Boxes,  lOj.  61.  Izaak 
Walton,  and  os.  Dr.  Leapingwell,  President  Conservative 
A. S.,  as  annual  subscription.  On  and  after  May  26,  the 
committee  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Club  Union 
Buildings  (adjourning  Holborn  Town  Hall),  Clerkenwell- 
road,  instead  of  the  Foresters'  Hall.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List.— The  next 
visit  on  the  above  List  -will  take  place  on  Tuetdiy,  May  16, 
at  tie  Blackfriars  A.S.,  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Southwark- 
street. — E.  Rowlks. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  The 
Prampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— On  May  10  there 
was  a  fairly  well  attended  meeting,  new  members  were 
elected,  and  a  lot  of  business  got  through.  Members 
please  note  Wednesday  next  is  yearly  night,  when  it  is 
hoped  all  will  attend,  as  there  is  important  business  to 
settle  rc  dinner  and  distribution. — C.  J.  King. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  ninth  annual  dinner  took  place  on  May  10.  Mr. 
A.  R.  Matthews  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  G.  King  the 
vice.  Everything  was  of  usual  quality  at  these  festive 
gatherings.  After  due  justice  was  paid  to  the  good  things 
at  the  dinner,  and  the  cloth  cleared,  the  distribution  of 
prizes  was  a^^arded  by  the  chairman,  the  chief  winners 
being  Messrs.  Sheppard,  Abbott,  Ben,  Barker,  Brassing- 
ton.  Turner,  Jackson,  Leslie,  Barlow,  Marchant,  Prouter, 
Blades,  Hunt,  West,  &c.  The  chairman  offered  f  I  Is.  in 
value  for  two  specimen  roach,  and  we  hive  got  quite  forty 
prizes  just  for  a  start,  and  will  still  add  to  list.  I  tender 
thanks  to  Elgin  and  Prince  Albert  Angling  Societies  for 
their  presence,  and  all  donors,  pianist,  and  all  kind  friends, 
— Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  May  16  the  ninth 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at 
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the  above.  Harmony  will  follow,  when  wo  will  be  pleased 
to  see  any  friend  that  will  give  us  a  look  in. — J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angflinfr  Society,  The 

Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Gi-een.  —  The 
Bohemian  concert,  which  took  place  at  the  above  on 
Monday  last,  was  a  great  enccess,  a  very  large  company 
being  present.  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  having  charge  of  the 
musical  department,  some  really  excellent  talent  was  pro- 
duced, and  a  very  successful  evening  passed.  Mr.  Frank 
Newton  took  the  chair,  supported  during  the  evening  by 
Mr.  Blsmore,  vice-president  of  the  Central  Association  ; 
W.  J.  Wade,  secretary  of  the  same  ;  J.  Smith,  W.  Mus- 
grave,  and  a  host  of  others.  Mr.  Fred  Thorling,  of  the 
St.  John's,  opened  our  A.B.S.  box,  and  it  was  found  to 
contain  the  sum  of  £3  23.  I  beg  to  return  the  thanks  of 
the  A.W.  to  all  those  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  supported 
us.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  above  on  May  10  some 
further  prizes  were  added  to  our  list,  and  a  sum  of  money 
voted  for  a  prize  for  the  Central  competition. — G.  Meeey. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angliner  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — On  Wednesday  evening  Mr. 
W.  Marchant  was  elected  a  working  member.  Our  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  this  address 
on  Wednesday,  May  17,  at  8  p.m.  sharp,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  attend.— F.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — Annual  dinner 
and  dibtribution  next  Tuesday.  May  16.  Hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  members  and  friends.  Dinner  on  table  at 
8.15;  concert  to  follow. — A.  Jrnkins. 

Battersea  Fiscatoriala,  Lord  Banelagh,  Verona- 
street,  Battersea. — Our  second  annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  took  place  on  the  10th,  when  we  sat 
down  to  a  splendid  spread,  provided  by  Mr.  Chubb,  of 
East  Hill,  Wandsworth.  After  dinner  came  the  prizes. 
Mr.  A.  Painter,  first ;  T.  Tringham,  second ;  W.  Keene, 
third ;  and  Messrs.  H.  White,  C.  Harris,  E.  Collins, 
S.  Death,  and  A.  White  in  the  order  named,  the 
remainder  of  the  evening  being  spent  in  harmonr.  Some 
capital  songs  were  sung  by  Mr.  G.  Fowler,  W.  Keene  and 
Ottaway  (piano  and  violin  duet),  Mr.  Bridges,  Knight, 
Marquarth,  J.  Thorn,  of  the  Clapham  Junction  A.S.,  and 
others.  Our  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season  being  con- 
tributed to  by  Messrs.  E.  Wilson,  G.  Fowler,  J.  Papworth, 
Painter,  Tringham,  C.  Saunders,  J.  Anderson,  Mr. 
Graves,  W.  T.  Montague,  sen.,  Mr.  Cousins,  A.  Slingo, 
and  others  promised  during  season. — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  30, 
Mr.  H.  J.  Henlon,  president,  in  the  chair. — Alf  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Societ;^,  The  Imperial, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E. —  Our  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  was  a  record  cn9.  Fifty-five  sat  down  to  a  very 
trood  supper,  in  fact,  our  room  looked  more  like  a  Lord 
Mayor's  feast  than  a  working  man  angler's  club.  Mr. 

G.  H.  Shepherd  ably  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr. 
Crumplen  as  vice-chair,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr. 
Wade,  from  whom  we  received  a  letter  of  regret.  We 
had  a  grand  array  of  talented  arfistes,  our  most  successful 
members  being  Mr.  Merrygold,  Mr.  Hov(a'-d,  and  Mr. 
Wheelhouse.  The  prize  list  offtrad  for  ensuing  season 
reached  in  the  room  no  less  than  thirty  guineas.  We  have 
also,  on  Wednesday  evening,  received  promises  of  another 
five  guineas.  I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  Mr. 
Crumplen,  and  all  other  gentlemen  for  bringing  our  even'; 
to  such  a  giand  conclusion ;  also  I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Maurice 
Cowan,  Mr.  Musgrave,  and  the  Holloway  contingent ; 
also  all  the  talent  that  honoured  us  with  their  presence. 
I  wish  to  remind  members  and  brother  anglers  that  we 
take  a  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  and  Anglers'  Association  List 
on  Tuesday,  May  16,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  gcod  muster,  as 
we  have  an  old  Colonel  that  is  doing  his  duty  like  a  soldier 
and  a  man. — Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  May  10  Mr. 
J.  W.  Blake  was  elected  a  working  member.  The  twenty- 
seventh  arnual  supper  takes  place  on  May  18,  on  which 
occasion  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes, 
supported  by  Mr.  J.  Pailes,  after  which  the  distribution  of 
prizes  and  concert  will  take  place,  when  the  company  of 
brother  anglers  and  friends  is  invited.  Will  members 
and  friends  kindly  forward  their  prizes,  and  oblige? — T. 
Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street.  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  Wednes- 
day evening.  May  17,  Messrs.  Taylor,  Ward,  and  Jones 
will  give  a  lantern  entertainment  (comic  only).  The  pro- 
ceeds of  which  will  go  towards  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of 
the  late  Mr.  Harry  Patman. — J.  H. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — Our  fifth  annual  dinner  was  held  on  May  3 
at  the  above  house,  thtre  bsing  eighty-two  members  and 
friends  present.  Sir  M.  Bliownaggre?,  M.P.,  presided, 
and  the  v'cj-chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  H.  Everett.  Many 
prominent  anglers  were  present.  A  capital  dinner,  cicely 
cooked  and  served,  was  placed  o a  the  tables  by  host  B. 
Williams,  which  was  done  ample  .iu5tice  to  by  the  company. 
The  chairman  proposed  "  TbeCambridge  Heath  Brothers," 
and  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  tliat  the  membership  had 
reached  seventy-two,  and  trusted  to  be  often  with  them. 
Mr.  A.  Taylor  propofed  "  The  Health  of  the  Chairman," 
saying  how  pleased  they  all  were  to  have  him  with  them. 
The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours.  A  start  was 
made  with  the  prize  list  for  coming  season.  Sir  M. 
Bhownaggree  headed  it  with  .£3  33. ;  B.  Williams,  Jc:'>  3s  ; 

H.  Everett,  £2  2i.  ;  H.  Morley,  £1  Is. ;  E.  Brockett, 
£1  Is. ;  C.  J.  King,  £1  Is. ;  and  three  special  prizes  ; 
Messeiner,  £1  Is.;  W.  Argent,  £1  Is.;  H.  Deverill, 
£1  Is. ;  J.  Eaton,  10s.  6d. ;  F.  Newton,  Hoxton  Brothers, 
lOd,  6d.  i  E.  Lulfiogham,  10a.  (id.,  until  the  list  readied 


the  total  of  £42.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
harmony;  the  health  of  the  host  and  hostess  was  well 
received,  and  at  2  a.m.  Auld  Ling  Syne  brought 
to  a  close  the  most  enjoyable  and  successful  dinner 
that  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  be  present  at. 
On  May  17  we  hold  a  Bohemiin  concert  and  fifth  annual 
distribution  of  prizes ;  ladies  cordially  invited.  I  beg  to 
remind  members  to  clear  the  books  by  Tuesday.  On  the 
9th  twenty-eight  members  were  present,  and  four  hon. 
members  elected — Sir  M.  Bhownaggree,  Mr.  B.  Morley, 
Mr.  Messeiner,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  King,  the  secretary  of  the 
Albion  Brothers'  A  S.  Letters  were  read  from  Mr.  H. 
Robertson,  M.P.  for  South  Hackney,  and  Mr.  6.  Atte- 
wood,  exnreesing  regret  for  non-attendance  at  dinner  on 
May  3.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  prizes  promised  last 
season,  and  take  names  for  A.B.S.  membership  cards. — 
P.  E.  L. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  JameE- 
street.  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — I  must  again 
remind  members  that  May  3  was  half-yearly  night,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  get  on  with  the  business  unless  members 
turn  up.  As  we  are  very  close  on  our  sapper  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes,  I  hope  members  will  turn  up  in  force  next 
Wednesday. — E.  Box  all. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  High-road,  Kilburn. — Our  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  Wednesday.  May  17.  Mr.  F.  Honour,  our 
honorary  member,  has  kindly  undertaken  to  take  the 
chair  and  distribute  the  prizes.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  members  and  friends  on  this  occasion,  as  Mr.  F. 
Honour  intends  opening  a  good  prize  list  for  the  ensuing 
year.    Chair  taken  at  nine  sharp. — A.  C.  Quick. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  E. — Our  priz?8  will  be  distributed 
next  Wednesday  evening.  I  wish  to  remind  members 
that  their  Benevolent  tickets  are  now  due. — M.  W. 
Brownlie. 

Clapham  Junction   Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W.— 
Our  twenty-fifth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  lii,  at  8.30  sha'p,  when  I 
hope  tosse  a  good  muster. — G,  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
concert  took  place  last  evening,  and  turned  out  a  complete 
success.  Fifty-three  sat  down  to  dinner,  and  as  a  very 
lengthy  programme  had  to  be  gone  through,  speeches  were 
of  the  short  order  ;  amongst  other  speakers  were  Mr.  Welch 
(chairman),  Mr.  Baldwin  (Press),  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Bolton, 
Mr.  W.  Crow  (mine  host),  and  last  but  not  least  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade,  who  was  very  warmly  received,  and  spoke  on  the 
L.B.S.C.R.  concessions,  T.A.P.S.,  &c  ,  &a.  The 
magnificent  sum  of  twenty  guineas  was  guaranteed  to  start 
the  season's  prizes. — S.  Violet, 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— Will 
members  kindly  attend  next  Tuesday  night  and  clear  up 
the  books  ?  And  will  those  gentlemen  who  have  promised 
prizes  forward  them  on  as  early  as  possible  ?  I  hope 
members  will  not  be  later  than  8.15  on  Thursday  night, 
the  18th,  as  dinner  will  be  on  the  table  at  that  time,  sharp. 
— T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. —  Will  members 
please  note  that  the  revision  of  the  rules  takes  places  on 
June  7  ?  Members  wishing  to  make  alteration  must  give 
notice  before  that  date.  The  election  of  otficeis  takes 
place  next  Wednesday.  Will  members  please  attend  ? 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  and  Mr.  Roberts  elected  life  honorary 
members. — W.  H.  Stafford. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester-row, 
Westminster. — The  annual  ooEcert  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Weduesday,  May  31. — J.  White. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  May  8  we  had  our  return 
visit,  which  proved  a  great  success,  twelve  clubs  answering 
to  the  roll.  I  beg  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  those 
societies  who  supported  me,  also  to  the  gentlemen  who  so 
ably  assisted  with  the  harmony.  On  May  9  a  full  attend- 
ance, when  the  fiial  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
distribution  of  prizes  on  Tuesday,  the  16th.  Anglers  and 
their  lady  friends  will  meet  with  a  hearty  welcome.-  Mem- 
bers who  were  not  present  last  Tuesday  please  let  me 
know  whether  they  intend  to  be  presett  at  the  dinner  on 
June  4.— S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society.  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — Our  supper  on  Monday  last  proved  a  grand 
success ;  thirty-two  members  and  friends  sat  down  to 
table,  our  president,  Mr.  W.  Clatworthy,  in  the  chair. 
Everything  went  ofi  splendidly.  After  supper  we  had 
plenty  of  good  songs,  also  music  by  way  of  solos  on  violin, 
mandolin,  banjo,  and  cornet.  Toasts  were  given  to  "  the 
President,".  "  Press,"  and  "Visitors,"  and  were  duly 
responded  to  by  W.  Clatworthy,  Mr.  Widdicomb,  Mr. 
Ball.  A  vote  of  thinks  was  also  given  to  our  host,  F. 
Dewdney,  for  the  splendid  way  he  had  managed  the 
supper.  Distribution  of  prizes  followed,  Mr.  Ball  present- 
ing same  to  Messrs.  H.  Brock,  D.  Ansell,  W.  Elton,  A. 
Edwards,  R.  Bennett,  J.  Edwaids,  who  proved  themselves 
the  winners,  after  which  the  following  ladies  and  gentle- 
men offered  prizes  for  ensuing  season  :  Miss  Elton,  Messrs. 
W.  Eaglestone,  M.  Brothers,  G.  Johnson,  E.  Boxall,  W. 
Clatworthy,  P.  Drake,  C.  Sheppard,  H.  Newman,  J. 
Edwards,  H,  Brook,  W.  Elton,  A.  Edwards,  R.  Bennett, 
D.  Ansell,  Mrs.  J.  Edwards,  Mr.  P.  Dewdney  (host)  two, 
Mr.  C.  Martin,  Messrs.  Peek  and  Son,  and  there  are 
several  more  to  follow.  A  general  meeting  is  called  for 
Saturday,  May  20,  at  eight  o'clock,  at  clubhouse,  to 
arrange  prize  list. — Johnny  Edwaeds. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.— Our  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
May  31,  in  place  or  Thursday,  May  18.    All  gentlemen 


and  members  giving  prizes  will  forward  same  soon  as 
possible. — W.  Jenkins. 

Barlsfield  Anglinj^  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Barlsfield,  S.W. — The  thirteenth  annual  dinner  of  the 
Earlsfield  A.S.  was  held  at  the  Half-way  House,  Earls- 
field,  on  Wednesday,  May  3.  Mr.  T.  Gathercole,  president 
of  the  society,  occupied  the  chair  ;  vice-chair,  Mr.  P. 
Mathews.  An  excellent  repast  was  enjoyed  by  a  goodly 
number  of  mfmbers  and  visitors.  The  musical  part  of  the 
programme  was  contributed  to  by  the  following  gentle- 
men :  Messrs.  Gibbs,  Will  Scott,  P.  A.  Robinson,  Nichol- 
son, T.  Frampton,  and  others.  Ihs  ptize  winners  were  as 
follows  :  Messrs.  F.  Mathews  (holder  of  the  silver  challenge 
cup),  Pulton,  Marter,  Adams,  Shepherd,  Keepin,  Smith, 
and  Winch.— A.  T. 

Elgin  Angling  Soiiety,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim, 
crescent,  Notting-hill,  W. — At  our  last  meetiog  we  made  a 
new  member.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  private  prizes 
for  last  season  are  nearly  all  in.  They  will  be  distributed 
on  quarterly  night,  June  6.  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  the  donors.  Will  all  members  try  to 
attend  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  brake  outing  ? — G.  King. 

Firm  and  Tme  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth. — On  Tuesday  last  we  held 
our  sixth  annual  concert  and  grand  distribution  of  prizes, 
of  which  there  were  plenty  ;  and  it  was  an  unprecedented 
success.  Mr.  Randal,  of  the  Richmond  Angling  Society, 
ably  filled  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  Wiles,  of  the  Lord 
Nelson  and  Collingwood  Angling  Society;  and  a  great 
number  of  gentlemen  were  around  the  table  to  ably 
support  them  (vice  chair,  Mr.  Ball  and  friend,  of  the 
Collingwood  Angling  Society,  occupied  during  the  even- 
ing), and  they  all  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves.  There 
was  plenty  of  talent.  Daring  the  evening  Master  George 
RoBser,  aged  twelve  years,  gave  a  negro  stump  speech,  and 
also  sang  in  costume.  1  wish  to  thank  all  friends  on 
behalf  of  the  Firm  and  True  Angling  Society  for  their 
very  kind  support  on  this  occasion,  which  was  brought  to 
a  close  at  rather  a  late  hour ;  also  there  were  plenty  of 
prizes  offered  for  the  forthcoming  year. — T.  Rosser. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russel,  Isledon-road, 
N. —  On  Monday  night  last  over  fifty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  a  substantial  spread  at  their  headquarters, 
when  host  P.  Richardson  did  his  utmost  to  make  the 
gathering  a  success.  The  chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr. 
Charles  Ellis,  supported  by  Mr.  Robert  Sharpless. 
During  the  night  many  good  prizes  were  proaiised  for  the 
ensuing  season,  and  the  prizes  distributed  to  those  anglers 
who  had  been  successful  in  the  competitions  for  the  past 
year.  No  doubt  the  club's  ascendency  is  due  to  the 
respected  secretary  (Mr.  W.  Lawrence),  who  works  very 
hard  for  its  interest.  The  gross  weight  of  all  fish 
amounted  to  6331b  ,  Mr.  C.  Ellis  being  first  with  1531b., 
ai)d  Mr.  C.  Stebbings  second,  with  1251b.  Amongst 
some  of  the  visitors  we  noticed  the  well-known  faces  of 
Mr.  H.  Booth,  Mr.  J.  Pratt,  sen.  (Globe  Hotel),  Mr.  J. 
Standen,  &c.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  this  is  the 
twentieth  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  this  club. 
The  night's  proceedings  terminated  with  a  capital  smoking 
concert. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Sositty,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital. — Our  annual 
supper  came  off  on  Tuesday,  thirty-two  sitting  down  to  an 
excellent  spread  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland-street,  after 
which  we  distributed  the  prizes.  Club  prizes  won  by 
Messrs.  BUins,  Games,  and  Crow.  Mr.  King  won  the 
Tuesday  prize.  Specimen  prizes  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Payne,  perch ;  Mr.  F.  Bourlet,  barbel ;  Mr.  EUins,  chub  ; 
Mr.  King,  roach;  after  which  we  had  harmony,  con- 
tributed to  by  Messrs.  W.  McPeely,  Whyman,  Bourlet, 
Ellins,  Pennell,  Wadham,  and  many  others,  to  whom  we 
tender  our  hearty  thanks.  We  have  many  prizes  promised 
for  coming  season.  Will  members  come  up  and  allot 
them,  so  as  to  have  prize  sheet  printed  ? — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.  —  Our 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  May  8,  Mr.  L. 
Watling,  chairman,  and  a  most  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
The  list  of  prizes  and  names  of  winners  are  too  numerouj 
to  mention.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  prizes  were 
distributed,  and  12191b.  looz.  of  fish  weighed-in  during 
the  season,  all  taken  from  the  bank  and  Sunday  fishing 
only.  The  thirty-sixth  annual  supper  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  May  31.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Harconrt  Angling  Sociecy,  Harcourt  Arms. 
Harconrt-street,  Marylebone. — On  Monday  last  we  elected 
two  members,  and  booked  tie  names  of  several  more. 
Next  Monday  evening  we  devote  to  the  concert  for  our 
esteamed  friend,  Mr.  T.  Twyman,  C.A.S.,  and  we  fully 
expect  a  crowded  house,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  Mr. 
Twyman's  friends,  and  they  are  legion. — A.  B.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  supper  takes  place  on 
May  29,  and  I  hope  members  will  make  themselves 
eligible.— C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
ToUington-road,  N. — I  have  recorded  two  nice  trout 
during  the  week :  51b.  12oz.,  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwcod,  and 
41b.  14oz  ,  by  Mr.  J.  Parsons — the  latter  a  very  short  and 
thick  fish.  Members  absent  last  Wednesday  are  reminded 
of  the  sapper  on  the  17th  inst.,  seven  o'clock  sharp. 
— E.  W. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Scciaty,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  Boys  in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  For  the  outing  on 
May  14  I  hope  the  weather  will  be  fine.  The  brake  starts 
from  clubhouse  at  nine  o'clock  sharp,  wet  or  fine. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  annual 
general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  17th  inst.,  and  as  there  is  some  very  important  and 
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interesting  bneiness  to  transact,  I  hope  that  all  members 
who  can  possibly  attend  will  please  do  so. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling^  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road,  Xorth  Kensington. — Will  members  please  attend 
at  their  earliest  convenience  to  clear  the  books,  as  we  have 
our  distribution  and  concert  on  June  5  for  the  benefit  of 
the  A.B. ;  also  will  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes 
forward  them  on  if  possible  before  the  above  date. — 
J.  Bence. 

Kingfston  Fiscatorial  Society.— A  meeting  of  the 
above  society  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  at  8  p.m.,  at  the 
Sun  Hotel,  to  decide  whether  the  annual  general  meeting 
shall  be  held  before  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season,  which  would  allow  of  the  rules  of  the  society  being 
altered  so  as  to  meet  all  requirements. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, PentonviHe-road,  N.  —  Our  seventeenth 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  pr'zes  takes  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  May  1".  Supper  8.30  sharp.  Members 
requiring  tickets  can  get  them  from  the  stewards,  Mr. 
Cook  and  Mr.  Gilbert.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any 
anglers  or  friends  to  our  concert  to  follow. — W.  Watlinb. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen's-square, — A  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  centre  of 
the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  was  held  at  the  Bee 
Hotel  on  Monday  evening  list,  Mr.  Wishart  in  the  chair. 
The  date  for  the  first  annual  competition,  Aug.  26,  was 
approved.  The  question  of  federation  was  mooted  by  Mr. 
Whittington  and  favourably  received,  and  this  question 
will  be  further  heard  of  before  long,  and  will  undoubtedly 
be  the  best  thing  for  Liverpool  anglers  to  carry  out. 
Very  little  information  as  to  angling  has  come  out  during 
the  last  week,  but  the  reports  from  Lake  Vyrnwy  are  very 
favourable,  our  Sir  Thomas  Hughes  being  amongst  those 
who  have  done  well.  Fair  sport  ^vith  the  trout  has  been 
had  in  the  Rivington  reservobs,  and  these  waters  would 
favourably  compare  with  any  other  if  one  or  two,  or 
more,  fishing  boats  or  punts  were  placed  on  them  for  the 
nse  of  anglers,  and  a  pavilion  or  shelter  house  erected.— 
Hd.  Woolfall. 

Nortli  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  Newcastle 
Arms,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth,  S.E. — The  club's  annual 
dinner  takes  place  at  the  Black  Rabbit  on  May  21,  at 
Arundel.  Members  wishing  to  go  please  attend  at  the 
club  on  the  14th  inst. — E.  Rowles. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — Our  twenty-ninth  annual  dinner  and 
prize  distribution  is  on  Miy  17,  at  eight  o'clock  sharp. 
We  shall  be  pleised  to  receive  friends  to  the  concert  after 
dinner.  Shall  ba  at  the  club  on  the  evening  of  May  14, 
when  Host  Tinson  wants  to  know  exactly  how  many  to 
cater  for. — R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — At  our  meeting  on 
Monday  evening  all  particulars  as  regards  the  distribution 
on  May  15  were  settled.  I  am  sorry  that  the  date  clashes 
with  the  complimentary  concert  at  the  Hscrcourt  A.S.  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Twyman,  but  our  date  Vvas  fixed  some  time 
back.— W.  B 

Qneen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  May  9  our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  and  proved  a  great 
snecess.  A  splendid  dinner  was  placed  on  the  table  by 
that  popular  caterer,  Mr.  W.  Wilson.  After  the  tables 
were  cleared  some  excellent  t onps  were  rendered  by  those 
well  known  artists  Geo.  De  Vere,  C.  Grossmith,  P. 
Garvey,  and  W.  Silvester ;  Mr.  Silvester  also  presided  at 
the  piano — Geo.  Keene. 

Soyal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — At  our  last  meeting  we  were  fairly 
attended,  and  settled  everything  relating  to  our  annual 
supper,  which  takes  place  on  May  17.  Will  members 
kindly  make  it  convenient  to  attend  the  club-house  on 
May  14,  as  we  have  a  little  business  on  hand  that  must  be 
attended  to  ? — J.  Gibbons. 

Second  Surrey  Anglinir  Sjclety,  the  Snn, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — Our  annual 
dinner  and  prize  distribution  takes  place  on  May  14  at  the 
Black  Rabbit  Hotel,  Arundel.  Members  and  friends  to 
start  by  the  7.55  train  from  London  Bridge. 

SUver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  May  9  Mr.  Abrahams  weighed-in  two 
and  a  half  brace  of  trout.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  all 
prizes  and  subscriptions  as  soon  as  possible  to  clear  up  the 
books. — Pehcax. 

South  lK>ndon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
next  at  the  Blackfriars  A. 8.,  The  Imperial,  Southwark- 
street.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  this  occision. — 
ALf  .  Painter. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — Our  annual  prize  distribution  took  place 
on  May  8.  Several  specimen  prizes  were  taken,  besides  a 
large  number  of  club  prizes,  our  late  secretary,  Mr.  W. 
Woodford,  being  the  chief  prize-winner,  taking  no  fewer 
than  nine  prizes.  After  the  distribution  we  had  a  concert, 
spending  an  enjoyable  evening,  with  Mr.  Morgan  in  the 
chair;  Messrs.  Shnm,  Dicks,  Bolding,  Clark,  &e. ,  giving 
us  some  good  soni^s. — W.  Bkattie. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Btratford  New  Town,  E. — The  members  of  the 
above  club  had  their  annual  ramble  on  May  7  at 
Amberley,  the  weather  being  beautifully  fine.  We 
walked  through  the  park,  dined  at  the  Black  liabbit, 
back  by  the  river,  and  arrived  in  London  after  an  enjoy- 
able day.  The  annual  fupper  takes  place  on  June  7. — 
G.  F.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Ifammersmith. — Our  annual  supper  and  dis- 
tribution wa«  a  great  success.  Forty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  Vt  sapper,  Mr.  C.  I'ennyfather  taking  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  J.  Tally  the  vice.  After  supper  the  usual  con- 
cert commenced,  and  after  songs,  speecnes,  and  toasts  the 


distribution  of  prizes  took  plao,  as  follows  :  Messrs 
Taylor,  Hare,  F.  C.  Gerrard,  J.  S.  Smith,  Burnhaiu 
Holt,  Maynard,  Ravenhill,  ITarwood,  Lock,  Stevens, 
Parker,  Sherman,  Brae,  Ruilter,  Holmos,  Knight.  The 
chairman,  in  a  very  able  speech,  proceeded  t)  fish  for 
prizes  for  the  coming  season,  with  the  result  that  two 
silver  cups  and  guineas  and  half  guineas  and  special  prizes 
to  the  amount  of  £22  were  subscribed.  Mr.  Page  also 
presented  the  club  with  some  fish  plates.  Amongst  those 
who  subfcribed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening  were 
Messrs.  W.  Smith  (R  A.M.),  Tom  Huggett,  Alf.  Howard, 
Rob  Emerson,  Will  Diamond,  G.  Le  Roy,  Gus  Egan, 
Parker,  Fred  Collins,  F.  Tilly  and  pupil,  Bert  Lawn, 
Ponites,  H.  W.  Bland,  F.  Brooks,  H.  Broadway,  Harry 
Barton,  and  Shepherd. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W. — We 
wish  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  visiting  clubs  that  our 
annual  dinner  is  on  May  16,  and  concert  at  9.30,  extension 
till  two  o'clock.— W.  H.  B. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Societjr,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  9th.,  some 
very  important  business  was  got  through  ;  our  prizes  are 
coming  in,  and  I  hope  to  have  the  list  complete  by  Tuesday 
next  the  16th.,  on  which  date  our  distribution  takes  place. 
I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  receive  prizes  not  to  hand  in  the 
meantime,  business  will  start  at  9  o'clock  prompt. — H.  C. 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W. — Our  dinner  on  the  3rd 
inst.  was  the  most  successful  one  we  have  ever  had.  Our 
president,  Mr.  G.  Smith,  occupied  the  chair,  with  Mr. 
Elsmore,  our  vice-president,  in  the  vice-chair.  Mr.  Wilson 
provided  an  excellent  meint,  for  some  sixty-five  of  us. 
After  dinner  we  had  some  excellent  harmony,  contributed 
to  by  Messrs.  Bert  Riy,  Otterway,  Steptoe,  Hart,  Powe, 
R.  Russell,  F.  Webb,  Andrews,  Carter,  C.  Wake,  and  W. 
Duffield.  Members  ara  reminded  that  the  prize  list  for 
1899-1900  is  sliil  open  — Tiddlee. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— Any 
member  requiring  a  ticket  for  the  dinner  on  Thursday 
next.  May  18,  pUase  apply  at  once,  as  there  are  only  two 
or  three  left. — W.  Weat. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — As  our  members 
proposed  a  supper  to  take  place  on  May  17,  I  wish  they 
would  apply  more  freely  for  the  tickets,  as  we  have  to  give 
the  number  that  are  going  not  later  than  Sunday  night 
next.  May  14.  The  annual  prizes  will  be  paid  on  that 
night,  and  the  other  business  of  the  club  will  take  place  oa 
Wednesday,  May  24. — R.  Lowthee. 


WHITSUNTIDE  ARRANGEMENTS. 
THE  SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  AND 

DOVER  RAILWAYS 
Announce  cheap  day  excursions  on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit 
Monday  from  Charing  Cross,  Cannon-stie^t,  London 
Bridge,  and  New  Cross  to  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Dover,  Folkestone,  Gravesend,  Hythe,  Margate,  Rams- 
gate,  Sandgate,  Walmer,  &b.  ;  also  on  Whit  Monday  to 
T'unbridge  Wells  and  Hastings.  Special  cheap  excursions 
will  be  ruu  to  Aldershot  on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit 
Monday  from  London,  but  not  from  New  Cross.  Special 
trains  will  be  run'  to  Hayes,  Blackheath,  Greenwich,  and 
Gravesend  (for  Eo  herville  Gardens) .  Cheap  diy  excursions 
on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday  from  Victoria,  Holborr, 
and  St.  Paul's  to  Canterbury,  Deal,  Dover,  Gravesend, 
Herne  Bay,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Sheerness,  Walmer,  Whit- 
ttible,  &c.  On  Whit  Mondiy  acheap  excursion  will  be  run 
to  Tonbridge  Wells  and  Hastings  from  Victoria  (Chatham 
and  Dover).  The  usual  extension  of  time  for  certain 
return  tickets  will  be  allowed.  On  Whit  Monday  frequent 
spscial  and  ordinary  trains  will  run  to  and  from  Holborn, 
Victoria,  Ludgate  HiU,  St.  Paul's,  and  intermediate 
stations,  and  the  Crystal  Palace.  Return  fares.  Is.  6d., 
3rd  clae?,  including  admission.  For  intending  visitors  to 
the  continent,  special  cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  from 
certain  London  stations  (via  Boulogne  or  Calais),  Brussels 
(via  Calais  or  Boulogne  and  via  Ostend),  Boulogne, 
Calais,  Ostend,  Amtterdam,  Aruheim,  Flushing,  The 
Hague,  Rotterdam,  and  Utrecht.  "The  Continental 
Services  will  be  as  usual.  Full  particulars  of  trains  by 
which  cheap  tickets  will  be  issued,  London  departure 
stations,  return  times,  alterations  in  train  services,  &e., 
are  given  in  the  holiday  programme  and  bills. 


UNITED  BROTHERS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  society  was  held  on  May  4, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  Arthur  H.  A.  Morton  (M.P.  for 
Deptford),  supported  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Oldlzaak"), 
Messrs.  W.  Elsmore,  Holmer,  Moss,  and  Jacob.  The 
room  was  prettily  decorated,  and  the  dinner  well  served. 
The  usual  loyal  and  complimentary  toasts  having  been  pro- 
jsosedand  duly  honoured,  the  chairman  proposed  the  toast 
of  "  The  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,"  coupling  with 
it  the  name  of  Mr.  Lawes.  Speaking  on  angling  matters, 
he  ('he  chairman),  gave  a  little  rei^nine  of  his  own 
experiences  in  that  sport,  commencing  with  the  humble 
gadgeon  at  Windsor,  when  a  boy  at  Eton  College, 
following  on  with  dry  and  wet  fly  fishing,  the  Test 
and  Itchen,  and  also  his  pleasurable  days  spent  in 
Scotland  salmon  fishing,  telling  humorous  anecdotes 
as  an  angler  knows  how,  and  listened  to  by  anglers  who 
love  a  little  tale,  acknowledging  that  he  was  an  enthusi- 
astic angler.  Mr.  Lawes,  in  reply,  thanked  the  chairman 
for  his  kindness  in  presiding,  and,  alluding  to  his  love  of 
angling,  invited  him  (the  chairman)  to  become  a  united 
brother,  and  become  the  president  of  that  society.  Mr. 
Morton  accapted  the  invite,  and  he  is  now  the  president  of 
the  U.B.A.S.    The  chairman  having  to  leave  to  attend 


his  Parliamentary  duties,  Mr,  Shepherd,  of  the  Ber- 
mondsey  Brothers,  presided  over  the  meeting,  and  right 
luerrily  did  he  keep  the  ball  rolling,  song  after  song,  then 
pausing  to  make  an  appeil  for  a88is*anc9  to  the  prize  fund, 
which,  thanks  to  his  tact,  was  capitally  6  rpported,  after- 
wards proposing  the  toast  'f  the  worthy  host  of 
the  Druid's  Head  (Mr.  Mackrill),  speaking  of  him 
in  the  warmes";  of  terms  an  a  friend  and  business  host. 
Mr.  Mackrill  suitably  replied.  The  toast  of  the  vice- 
chairman  was  next  proposjd  by  Mr.  Bbepperd,  duly 
accepted  and  drank  with  musical  honourp.  The  chairman 
had  to  leave,  with  the  good  wishes  and  thanks  of  the 
U.B.A.S.  for  his  assistance  that  night.  Mr.  Mackrill  then 
assumed  the  chair,  with  Mr.  .1.  Payne  as  vice,  and  spent 
th3  remainder  of  the  time  in  harmony  o°  the  highest  and 
best  class,  until  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  sung  by,  all  present, 
told  the  time  t)  depart,  i'he  thanks  of  the  society  are 
due  to  all  concerned,  and  the  artistes  ia  particular,  for 
making  such  an  enjoyable  and  socjessful  evening. 

W.  E.  L, 


A  NOTE  FROM  TASMANIA. 

Dr.  Brunton  kindly  sent  us  these  extracts  from  a 
private  letter  from  an  angler  in  Tasmania  : 

"  I  went  off  with  Bedggood  to  try  Yan  Yean  on  Monday, 
but  we  went  first  up  to  Toorourrong,  and  got  a  man  to 
drive  us  there  from  the  station.  It  was  a  fine  day,  but  no 
wind — simply  cat's  paws — and  not  a  fish  playing  on  the 
loch.  When  the  sun  set  I  put  on  my  leggings,  and  went 
down  to  cist  over  the  reeds  ;  but  it  was  very  calm,  and 
the  fish  could  see  the  sway  of  the  rod  and  my  arm.  I 
missed  the  first  that  rose  ;  the  second  I  hit  hard,  and  he 
proved  big,  and  walked  ofi  with  half  my  Crochart  cast 
and  two  flies  !  Bitter  disappointment.  I  was  too  anxious 
and  the  fish  larger  than  I  expected.  I  fastened  on  a  fresh 
end  fly  as  the  light  was  fading,  and  1  could  see  the  loops 
only  against  the  red  sky  in  the  west.  After  soaking  weU 
I  cast  again  once  or  twice,  and  struck  a  very  active  fish. 
He  ran  out  SOyds.  of  line,  and  I  let  him  go,  just  giving  the 
butt  but  letting  the  reel  take  the  strain.  He  turned  and 
came  up,  and  I  wound  in  and  landed  the  prettiest  fish  I 
have  seen  here,  but  only  IJlb.  weight.  The  red  markings 
were  lovely.  I  sent  him  down  to  Sir  Wm.  Zeal,  and  he 
'  thought  it  a  pity  to  eat  such  a  beautiful  fish.'  It  had  a 
perfect  head.  The  next  was  nearly  21b.  (l|lb.),  game  and 
strong,  but  good  play  ;  and  then,  as  I  landed  him,  dark- 
ness came  down. 

"  Next  morning  at  five  to  five  I  was  in  my  waders  (for 
wet,  long  grass),  but  it  was  absolutely  like  glass.  The 
fish  saw  every  move,  and  you  could  see  the  wake  of  their 
backs  as  they  '  tore  away '  into  deep  water  on  being 
disturbed. 

"  The  man  cime  with  the  trap,  and  we  drove  down  to 
Yan  Yean — about  seven  miles  off — and  had  an  afternoon's 
experience — bitter  wind,  rain,  hail !  No  wonder  fish  did 
not  take.  I  saw  not  one  fish  (trout),  but  about  thirty 
English  perch  guzzling  along  on  top  of  the  water,  but  they 
would  rob  take  the  fly.  I  daresay  I  tested  two  miles  of 
water,  and  then  gave  it  up  ;  and  we  came  down  tired  out 
by  the  evening  train.  My  arm  was  sore  constantly  casting  '. 
Bedggood  fished  Grasshopper  all  day  (I  had  got  them 
from  Albury),  and  landed  one  small  trout  at  Toorourrong, 
so  the  fly  is  quite  as  good  as  the  '  hopper,'  although  I 
doubt  if  I  could  equal  Officer  in  equal  circuiitstances. 

"  We  are  quite  decided  that,  as  fishing  ground,  Yan 
Yean  is  not  worth  considering  for  us ;  and  I  think  that  if 
I  get  another  day  before  the  weeds  get  too  hard,  I  could 
do  well,  and  especially  at  dusk,  to  use  a  heavy  cast." 


TO  BE  CHEERFUL. 
The  sovereign  voluntary  path  to  cheerfulness,  it  our 
spontaneous  cheerfulness  be  lost,  is  to  sit  up  cheerfully, 
to  look  round  cheerfully,  and  to  act  and  speak  as  if 
cheerfulness  were  already  there.  If  such  conduct  doesn't 
make  you  soon  feel  cheerful,  nothing  else  on  that  occasion 
can.  So  to  feel  brave,  act  as  i:  we  were  brave,  use  all  our 
will  to  that  end,  and  a  courage  fit  will  very  likely  replace 
the  fit  of  fear.  Again,  in  order  to  feel  kindly  toward  a 
person  to  whom  we  have  been  inimical,  the  only  way  is 
more  or  less  deliberately  to  smile,  to  make  sympathetic 
inquiries,  and  to  force  ourselves  to  say  genial  things.  One 
leirty  laugh  together  will  bring  enemies  into  a  closer 
communion  of  hearts  than  hours  spent  on  both  sides  in 
inward  wrestling  with  the  mental  demon  of  uncharitable 
feeling.  To  wrestle  with  a  bad  feeling  only  pins  our 
attention  on  it,  and  keeps  it  still  fastened  in  the  mind, 
whereas  if  we  act  as  if  from  some  better  feeling,  the  old 
bad  feeling  soon  folds  its  tent  like  an  Arab,  and  silently 
steals  away. — Scribner's  Magazine. 


^oUings  bp  t^e  i^op. 

The  varions  bodies  interested  in  natural  history  are 
losing  no  time  in  the  matter  of  discovering  the  contents 
of  lake  Tanganyika,  and  other  portions  of  rivers  and  lakes 
in  Africa.  A  committee  has  been  formed,  with  Professor 
Eay  Lankester  as  secretary.  It  is  assisted  by  the  Royal 
Society  and  the  Natural  History  Society  at  Kensington. 
Professor  Moore  has  been  chosen  as  naturalist,  and  a 
complete  fit-out  of  dredges,  trammels,  trawls,  mounted 
lines,  baits,  and  traps  of  all  descriptions,  has  been  supplied 
by  Mr.  William  Hearder,  the  well  known  fishing  taokle- 
maker,  of  Plymouth,  who  fitted  out  the  Ciudlenger 
expedition.  Amongst  the  various  gear  supplied  was  a  new 
"  Duplex"  trawl,  made  in  such  a  manner  that  whichever 
way  it  falls  to  the  bottom  it  wi'l  fish  right,  it  being 
provided  with  two  bailies  and  beams.  All  the  gear  had  to 
be  packed  in  sacking  parcels,  each  weighing  56lb.,  as  it 
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had  to  be  carried  about  2000  miles  on  niggers'  heads,  and 
they  absolutely  refuse  to  oirry  any  package  heavier  than 
561b.  It  is  to  be  hoped  their  investigations  will  lead  to  an 
increase  in  our  knowledge  of  natural  hietory. 

 >  ♦  ♦  ♦  <  

A  Kingston  correspondent  writes  that  "  the  enormous 
quantities  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  about  two  inches 
long,  as  well  as  many  of  a  takable  size,  to  be  seen  from 
the  bank  is  simply  astounding."  This  augurs  well  for  a 
successful  season. 

Me.  Buc  kley's  otter  hounds  met  on  Tuesday  last,  at 
the  Tanat's  mouth,  about  a  mile  above  the  villlage  of 
Llanymynech,  where  an  otter  was  soon  found,  and,  after 
affording  eicellent  sport,  was  eventually  killed,  and 
weighed  191b.  On  Wednesday,  in  beautiful  weather,  they 
met  at  Penybont,  and  had  another  capital  day,  and  after  a 
prolonged  chase  ran  down  a  very  large  dog  otter,  which 
scaled  upwards  of  221b.  They  are  now  hunting  in  the 
Bala  and  Bettws-y-Coed  district  for  about  a  fortnight, 
when  they  will  again  pay  another  visit  to  the  Tanat. 
[Poor  otters  !  Wish  the  weather  was  'otter  !] 
 >♦»♦<  

Welsh  station-masters  are  proverbially  polite  and 
most  obliging,  and  anxicu?  to  give  information  in  the 
best  of  Queen's  English  at  their  command.  The  other 
day,  a  tourist  airived  in  a  hurry  at  a  remote  station,  and 
hastily  asked  the  station-master  when  the  next  train  was 
due  for  Manchester.  The  reply — as  hurried  as  the  query 
—was,  "  I  am  very  sorry,  sir,  but  it  has  just  left !  " 
 >♦«♦<  

The  twenty-sixth  annual  show  of  the  Bull  Dog  Club 
will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  nest  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday.  Of  all  the  many  breeds  which 
now  find  favour  this  is  the  one  that  most  appeals  to  John 
Bull.  It  will  be  a  good  show,  and  will  include  a  fine 
display  of  toy  bull  dogs,  which  hitherto  have  been  excluded 
from  the  club's  shows. 


On  and  after  May  26,  the  committee  meetings  of  the 
A.B.S.  will  be  held  at  the  Club  Union  Buildings  (adjoin- 
ing Holborn  Town  Hall),  Clerkenwell-road,  instead  of 
the  Foresters'  Hall.  All  other  meetings  in  connection 
with  the  Anglers'  Aseooiation  will  be  held  in  the  same 
place. 


In  answer  to  a  correspondent  ("  H.  W."),  the  largest 
bream  on  record  was  caught,  a  little  over  thirty  years  ago, 
in  a  pond — less  than  an  acre  in  area — at  Beeston  Regis, 
New  King's  Lynn,  Norfolk.  This  fine  specimen  weighed 
ll|lb,,  and  measured  2ft.  2in.  in  length  from  the  nose  to 
fork  of  tail,  by  22Jin.  inches  girth  at  the  dorsal  fin.  It 
was  afterwards  exhibited  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Gunn,  the  taxider- 
mist, of  Noiwich,  at  the  1883  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  South  Kensington.  As  to  the  approximate 
length  of  a  bream  weighing  51b.  8oz.,  perhaps  some  of  our 
readers  can  answer  for  you.  There  is  a  bream  weighing 
71b.  6oz.  in  the  club-room  of  the  Caxtonian  Angling 
Society.  Its  extreme  length  from  nose  to  fork  of  tail  u 
22iin, 

 >  <  

In  the  absence,  through  domestic  bereavement,  of  Sir 
T.  Fowell  Buxton,  Bart.,  recently  Governor  of  South 
Australia,  Mr.  E.  H.  Pickersgill,  M.P.,  took  the  chair  af 
a  meeting  on  WedneEday,  in  celebration  of  the  twenty- 
third  anniversiry  of  the  Bethnal  Green  Free  Library,  and 
the  second  year  of  the  opening  of  the  free  lending  depart- 
ment. Elcquent  testimony  was  borne  by  the  chairman, 
by  Sir  M.  M.  Bhownaggree,  M.P.,  and  other  speakers,  to 
the  excellent  work  done  by  the  institution  in  a  district 
whose  poverty  alone  prevented  it  establishing  a  rate-aided 
library.  The  committee's  appeal  for  ir  creased  financial 
support  was  heartily  endorsed,  and  the  earnest  hope  was 
expressed  that  the  efforts  being  made  to  obtain  a  site 
contiguous  to  the  Bethnal  Green  Museum  might  be 
crowned  with  succeEs.  Meanwhile,  the  committee  are  in 
need  of  a  boy's  reading-room,  to  relieve  the  congested 
state  of  the  limited  reading  accommodation. 


Mr.  H.  S.  Heaton  writing  from  Kennett,  says  :  "Fish- 
ing in  the  river  Lark  on  May  5,  I  caught  a  beautiful 
specimen  of  the  Loch  Leven  trout  scalling  ejlb  ,  length 
244ins  ,  girth  IS^ins.  This  fish  was  taken  on  a  light  fly 
rod  and  fine  cast,  and  a  gallant  fight  of  over  two  hours  he 
gave  me  before  I  could  bring  him  to  the  net.  After  his 
first  rush  the  cast  got  twisted  under  one  of  his  gills,  and  the 
strain  thus  taken  off  the  hook,  which  accounted  for  this 
prolonged  struggle  with  the  gamest  trout  it  has  ever  been 
my  fortune  to  encounter.  I  got  him  on  a  small  live 
minnow  on  a  single  hook."  This  fish  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  Messrs  Farlow  and  Co.  for  preservation. 

 >  »»*  <  

The  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society  have 
decided  to  hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday 
evening.  May  31.  The  chair  will  be  occupied  by  that 
evergreen  sportsman,  Mr.  W.  Gaskell.  I  have  received  a 
pressing  invite.  The  boys— yes,  they  have  an'  all !— tipped 
a  chair  for  "Drag"  one  sida  of  the  chairman,  tnd  the 
'' copper  "on the  other.  The  idea  !  Why,  the  "  copper  " 
is  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  for  Nottingham  ! 


The  Arcliitert>iral  Review  for  May  is  a  particularly  fine 
number,  containing  as  it  does  a  special  supplement  show- 
ing the  work  of  Blomfield,  M lunttord,  Pomeroy,  and  other 
distinguished  artibts  in  the  Royal  Academy.  There  is  also 
a  charming  article  on  "  The  Art  of  Ancient  Egypt,"  and 
"  The  Church  and  Villige  in  North  Devoa  "  is  illustrated 
bv  some  beiutiful  views  of  DevonKhire  sceneiy.  Taken 
altogether,  the  number  is  up  to  the  usual  high  standard  of 
the  magazine,  and  higher  praise  could  scarcely  be  given. 


"Three  months  for  being  innocent,"  difgustedly 
remarked  a  malefactor  at  the  Old  Bdiley  recently,  as  the 
sentence  of  the  court  was  pronounced.  "  Yes,"  remarked 
the  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  with  fine  irony,  "  if  you 
had  been  guilty  you  would  have  had  six." 


An  Angler's  Yarn. 
I  stood  beside  the  flowing  stream 
In  the  delightful  summer  gleam, 
And  there  I  watched  with  eager  sights 
In  patient  longing  for  a  bite. 

At  last,  although  I  could  not  note 

The  slightest  twisting  of  my  float, 

I  felt  that  something  in  the  brook  , 

Had  caught  and  firmly  held  my  hook. 

The  thought  was  fathered  by  the  wish 

That  this  might  be  a  mighty  fish ; 

I  pulled  and  pulled  with  all  my  mettle. 

And  hoisted  up — a  rusty  kettle  ! 

Of  a  kettle  of  fish  men  often  speak. 

But  the  kettle  alone  seemed  a  curious  freak, 

I  took  it  away  from  my  hook  in  a  trice. 

And  cast  it  away  with  a  feeling  of  vice. 

Once  more  I  let  my  bait  sink  low. 
And  patiently  watched  the  river's  flow ; 
And  once  again  it  strangely  appeared 
That  something  had  caught  it  and  adhered. 

Once  more  I  stoutly  hauled  it  out. 

Thinking  to  find  a  lusty  trout ; 

But,  alas  !  it  was  not  a  fish  that  had  bitten — 

'Twas  the  mournful  corse  of  a  murdered  kitten. 

By  the  riverside,  in  the  summer  bright, 
To  angle  may  be  some  men's  delight  ; 
But  when  to  its  charms  I  tried  to  settle, 
I  caught  a  cat  and  a  runted  kettle. 


OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  41  (New  Series). 


MR.  J.  DALGETY  HENDERSON 

Is  a  wt  li  known  angler — that  is,  to  Londoners.  When  not 
engaged  in  his  business  as  a  paper  agent,  he  is  oS  at  the 
first  opportunity  after  the  trout.  Scotland  is  his  favourite 
hunting  ground,  although  he  does  not  object  to  Wales  for 
an  occasional  turn.  Not  long  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
fishing  with  him  in  Montgonc  ery ,  when  two  of  six  sons  proved 
as  successfnl  as  any  of  the  party.  In  fact,  all  the  toys  are 
ardent  trout  anglers.  The  face  of  "  Dalgety  "  is  familiar 
to  us  on  account  of  his  appearing  at  so  many  of  the 
highest  class  angling  functions  throughout  the  yf ar,  not 
only  in  London,  but  the  chief  cities  of  the  United  King- 
dom. A  repertoire  of  from  500  to  600  songs  might  be 
described  as  a  fairly  comprehensive  one  ;  yet  Dalgety  sings 
that  quantity,  and  sings  them  with  such  sweetness  and 
tendernesj  of  expression  as  to  thoroughly  rouse  and 
delight  an  audience.   Verily  he  is  a  true  angler-artist. 


Our  Irish  correspondent  sends  a  cutting  from  the 
Amicable  Waltonians  Club  report  of  April  29,  and 
remarks,  "  Not  a  bad  bull  for  an  Englishman  !  "  This  is 
the  "  bull"  :  "  On  the  29th  a  smoking  concert  will  be 
held  on  behalf  of  rur  old  friend  H.  Nunn,  who,  after 
twenty-two  weeks'  illness,  was  knocked  down  by  a  cab 
and  killed."  Now,  where's  the  bull?  He  was  ill  for 
twenty-two  weeks ;  got  better ;  went  out ;  cab  knocked 
him  over  and  killed  him.  If  the  twenty-two  weeks' 
illness  bad  happened  after  he  was  killed  it  might  be 
construed  a  bull. 


Bertie  :  Father,  it  worries  me  to  think  how  much 
trouble  I  give  mother.  Father  :  But  mother  don't  seem 
to  mind  much.  Bertie  :  No  j  she  is  very  patient.  But  she 
often  sends  me  on  errands,  and  the  shops  are  a  long  way 
off,  and  I  know  she  gets  cross  waiting  when  she's  in  a 
hurry.  Father :  Not  very  often,  I  fancy.  Bertie :  Oh, 
she's  nearly  always  in  a  hurry.  She  gets  everything  ready 
for  a  cake,  and  finds  at  the  last  moment  she  hasn't  any 


baking  powder;  or  she  gets  a  pudding  mixed,  and  finds 
there  is  no  nutmeg  or  somttLing,  and  then  the's  in  a  state 
because  the  oven  is  all  ready,  and,  maybe,  company  coming, 
and  I  can't  run  a  very  long  distance,  and  I  feel  very  sorry 
for  poor  mother.  Father  :  Well,  what  can  we  do  about  jt  ? 
Bertie:  I  was  thinking  you  might  get  me  a  bike.  [I  think 
the  name  of  "  Bertie's  "  play  is  entitled  "  Diplomacy."] 


As  I  was  going  to  St.  Ives  1  felt  a  pain,  well,  just 

like  knives.  The  wife  applied  balm  to  my  temple,  and 
said,  "  At  once  see  Dr.  Semple — Just  take  a  '  Sandwich ' 
— 'Drag'— and  '  T.  (teR)  Ruston.'  Seeing  friend  Hon. 
Sec.  Col— son  !"  Too  late!  Cruel  fate!  A  telegram 
to  "Ned"  to  state — "Sorry  cannot  attend  Fete.  Meet 
you  in  the  summer  !  " 


I  never  have  been  to  one  of  these  high  class  St.  Ivian 
dinners,  although  many  invites  have  been  sent  to  the  F.  O. 
office.  The  London  contingent  has  generally  been  strong 
at  St.  Ives  ;  not  because  some  good  fish  are  to  be  had  in 
the  society's  waters,  but  that  the  St.  Ives  boys  are  good 
sportsmen.  Unfortunately,  this  year  of  "  Flues,"  there 
were  many  letters  and  wires  from  those  who  were  unable 
to  attend — from  Earl  Sandwich  and  the  Hon.  A.  E. 
Fellowes,  M. P.,  down  to  the  bloated  aristocrat "  Dragnet." 

Very  well ;  not  being  able  to  be  present,  the  account  of 
the  "  good  old  annual "  was  expected — and  vent  (I  mean, 
it  came).  Here  it  is :  The  Hunts  Post,  May  6. — "  St. 
Ives  Angling  Association — an.  din. — (Dear,  dear;  where 
do  these  long  shorthand  writers  find  room  to  put  all  the 
proceedings  of  an  annual  dinner  ?)  A  bell— the  phone — 
"  Are  you  there  ?  "  (That's  to  "  Drag,"  from  his  chief.) 
"  See  me — at  once  !  "  (Oh,  thatcrnel  foreign  asparagus  !) 
"  Coming  sire,  as  soon  as  I  can  settle  terms  for  the  best 
method  of  exterminating  trout  for  the  benefit  of  the  coarse 
fisherman,  and  taking  out  all  the  dreadful  coarse  fish  for 
the  benefit  of  the  trout  fishermen.  I  have  a  gentleman 
here  from  Kamschatka,  who  wishes  to  see  you — to  know — 
if  you  think — what  are  your  opinions  on — as  to  time  of 

year  "  "R— R— R— R— R—  See  me  at  once  !  "  [The 

first  duty  of  a  soldier  is  to  obey.  I  obey  with  obeysance.] 
"  Yes,  yes  ;  what's  this— er,  2|  cols,  re  St.  Ives  Ang.  Din. 
Were  you  there  ?  "  "  No,  sire  ;  I  was  woi  thar."  "Well, 
give. them  all  you  can.  Just  pick  out  the  salient  points, 
and  DO  try  and  please  everybody." 


Then  the  3i  cols,  devoted  to  the  chronicling  of  that  very 
pleasant  function — the  St.  Ives  A.  D. — has  to  be  dotted — 
that  is,  brought  down  to  dots.  [My  chief  is  inexorable. 
He  will  not  allow  me  to  put  140  pages  into  a  38  pp.  paper. 
Well,  well ;  if  he  does  not  know  what's  what,  why  should 
I  presume  ?]    Here  goes  : 


Eighty-two  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excel- 
lent banquet  at  the  Golden  Lion  Hotel.  The  decorations 
were  simply  delightful.  Dr.  Semple  presided  over  this 
large  assembly,  amongst  whom  were  the  Mayor,  M.P.'s, 
Aldermen,  J.P.'e,  Councillors,  artists— in  fact,  all  the 
e! ite  of  the  county.  The  speeches  were  more  than  usually 
brilliant.  The  songs  and  music  could  net  have  been  better 
— for  th(  yean  sirg  at  St.  Ives.  The  toasts  commenced 
with  '  Tlie  Queen,"  and  finished  up  with  "  The  Visitors." 
Hon.  Sec.  Collinson  read  his  report,  from  which  it  was 
gathered  that  the  society  was  never  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition.  Some  first-rate  specimen  fish  had  been  taken 
during  the  season  lythe  members,  and  a  prize  list  read 
out  which  would  make  some  of  our  London  clubs  "  sit 
up."  The  president  banded  the  prizes  to  the  successful 
anglers  in  his  own  inimitable  way — a  right  word  at  the 
right  time.  After  one  of  the  most  pleasant  evenings  had 
been  spent,  the  audience  rose  en  masse  to  the  strains  of 
the  National  Anthem,  and  retired.   Tableau  !    Bravo ! 

 >»♦♦<  

That  fish  have  more  intelligence  than  we  generally  give 
them  credit  for  is  the  firm  belief  of  ichthyologists  and 
other  scientists  who  have  given  any  study  to  the  question, 
but  I  doubt  whether  the  world  has  ever  before  heard  of 
any  fish  one  half  as  wonderful  as  the  herring  I  am  now 
going  to  teU  about.  The  story  is  so  extraordinary  that 
many  sceptic  fishermen  will  probably  refuse  to  believe  it, 
but  I  can  t  help  it.  The  French  Journal  des  Debats  is 
my  authority,  and  surely  that  should  be  dignified  enough 
and  conservative  enough  for  anybody. 

 >  »  «  ♦  <  

Why  are  schoolmasters  and  schoolboys  like  dogs  and 
cats  respectively  ?  Give  it  up  ?  Because  one  is  the 
can  ine,  the  other  the  feline  race. 

■  '    )  »  t  *  < 

Why  is  a  hot  roll  like  a  chrysalis  P  Because  it's  the 
grub  that  makes  the  butterfly. 


The  "  Sunday  "  (the  "  Money  "  Ply)  was  to  have  been 
described  this  week.  Something  gone  wrong  with  the 
dressings  ;  sent  Daisy  out  for  some  fly-tiers'  wax — and  she 
brought  back  tie-flyers'  wax  (cobblers').  I  have  the 
whole  thing  at  my  fingers'  ends — wool,  cotton,  silk,  fur, 
feather,  and  lots  of  other  things  that  have  no  business 
there — and  hope  to  describe  this  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
made — or  partly  made  killer  (kill  at  a  hundred  yards).  A 
friend  happened  to  see  it  before  it  had  got  the  basting 
stitches  out  of  it,  and  does  not  think  much  of  it !  Of 
course  not.  Let  him  wait  till  it  appears  as  a  beautiful 
living  thing  !  I  asked  him  to  take  one  home,  and  give 
me  a  wrinkle  as  to  how  to  improve  it — if  that  were 
necessary.  He  only  said,  "  Take  it  away  !  Mind  the 
step  I "  Dragnet. 
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BENETFINKt, 


NO   MORE   BULKY   FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Oasts, 
Files,  and  Hooks,  and,  though  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room 
in  the  pocket,  and,  having  turned  down 
leather  flaps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size,  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
CLOSED.  Dealers,  or 

WILLIAM   BIRKET,   Lord  Street,  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Agrents  :  S.  AZ.I.COCK  &  CO.,  SEDDITCK. 


OChe  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

33  Paires  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  lUustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  P.  0.  G."  in  every  issue. 

lUustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  featureh 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  speciaUy  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Eailway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office:  TUDOR  ST..  E.C. 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Reiiuisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

PINE  NATUEAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS. 

3yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1  -  each,  10  ■  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK, 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted       -      -  from  2/5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING       -     -  „  12  6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish   „     7  - 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS   „  5/6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  ....  „  9'6 

Large  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 

The  LADIES' BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7*oz.      -  -.25/- 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  10ft., 

and  lOift.   21- 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  -      -  21;- 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Bntt,  3  Tops  21  - 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  -  21  - 

OAT-A-XiOGt-XTESS    3E»ost  I^ree. 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


G.O.M.  MAY  FLIES.   G.O.M.  MAY  FLIES 


G.  0.  M. 
MAY 
FLIE  S 

4s. 
Per  Doz. 

*♦* 
G.  0.  M. 

MAY 
FLIES 

4s. 
Per  Doz. 

*^» 

6.  0.  M. 

MAY 
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4s. 
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*»* 

G.  0.  M. 
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FLIES 

4s. 
Per  Doz. 


a-,  o.  1^. 


OGDEN  SMITH 


6,  Park  Side, 


HYDE    PARK    CORNER,  S.W., 

And  at  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  S.W. 
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Per  Doz. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  was  in  the  chair  at  Moi;(3ay's 
meeting,  but  things  piscatorial  were,  on  the  whole,  some- 
what quiet.  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  who  had  been  down  to 
the  Lambourn,  had  taken  eight  brace  of  trout  in  two  days, 
the  best  fish  weighing  lib.  8oz.  The  doctor  exhibited  a 
live  specimen  of  the  Pale  Golden  Sedge,  which  had  been 
"  up  "  on  the  stream  mentioned  in  considerable  numbers. 
This  in  the  present  cold  month  of  May,  too  !  Mr.  E.  M.. 
Mayes  was  on  the  Kennet  for  the  opening  day,  and  had 
good  sport.  He  took  several  fish  over  21b  each,  besides 
grayling,  which  latter  were  returned.  Mr.  Mayes,  it  may 
be  added,  has  been  unanimously  chosen  to  represent  the 
society  at  the  forthcoming  Loch  Leven  tournament  in 
June  next.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  done  little  with  trout 
on  the  Kennet,  but  he  caught  a  fine  grayling  of  over  21b. 
weight  with  a  large  Dusty  Miller !  On  the  Uxbridge 
water  the  fish  had  been  very  much  "down"  in  con- 
sequence of  the  cold  weather.  The  only  take  r  corded 
was  a  brace  of  fish  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  the  heavier 
one  weighing  21b.  8oz.,  the  largest  trout  taken  up  till 
now  from  the  new  water.  Chub  of  over  31b.  had  been 
caught  while  troutiog,  besides  perch  and  dace.  The  chair- 
man stated  that  he  had  seen  immense  shoals  of  roaoh,  dace, 
and  chub  on  the  broad  shallow  by  the  High  Bridge,  which 
speaks  well  for  the  coming  coarse  fishing  season,  which 
opens  on  June  16  next.  For  the  information  of  members 
who  fish  the  Hungerford  water,  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
popular  proprietor  of  the  Bear  Hotel,  Mr.  W.  Osmond, 
has  arranged  a  special  tariff  for  anglers.  Several  members 
of  the  society  have  already  sampled  the  accommodation  to 
be  had  at  the  quaint  hostelry,  and  have  given  a  distinct 
pronouncement  in  its  favour.  The  Bear  is  close  to  the 
water,  and  the  inclusive  terms  per  diem  are  most  reasonable. 
Mr.  J.  W.-Zaehnsdorf  reported  that  Mr.  R.  Clay  had  kindly 
presented  to  the  library  a  copy  of  Sir  Edward  Grey's  book 
on  "Fly  Fishing,"  for  which  the  donor  was  warmly 
thanked,  and  that  he,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  as  hon.  librarian, 
had  purchased  a  copy  of  Aldam's  "  Quaint  Treatise  on 
Plies  and  Fly  Making,"  an  exceedingly  curious  and  in- 
teresting work.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  ordinary  weekly  meeting  was  held  in  the  York 
Room,  Holborn  Restaurant,  May  10th,  1899,  Mr.  C.  0_ 
Minchin  in  the  chair.  Mr.  John  Handly,  at  Southend, 
May  8,  in  three  hours  and  a  half  took  four  score 
flounders  up  to  lib.,  and  many  small  ones  were  returned. 
Mr.  Wood,  at  Southwick,  on  May  G  and  7,  had  poor 
sport,  the  weather  being  very  rough ;  plenty  of 
sand  eels  could  have  been  taken  with  proper  tackle. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Moore  reported  sport  at  Deal  last  week.  Mr. 
Tucker,  with  Mr.  Mignot,  senr.  and  junr.,  on  May  8,  at 
Southend,  took  thirty  small  fry,  and  ten  nice  flounders 
(boating) ;  weather  rough.  Mr.  Canton,  St.  Leonards, 
reported  that  prospects  were  promising  for  the  week. 
Weavers  were  in  evidence,  which  are  locally  considered  a 
good  omen,  whitebait  very  plentiful.  Mr.  Bates  showed 
a  new  eight-inch  reel  made  of  German  silver ;  it  has  an 
adjustable  break,  the  action  being  very  simple,  and 
apparently  the  maker  has  hit  upon  an  idea  which  is  likely 
to  be  a  boon  to  sea  anglers.  The  weight  of  the  reel  is 
trifling  in  comparison  to  its  size.  Mr.  Minchin  showed  an 
improved  pollack  bait  made  of  grey  gurnard  belly.  The 
usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  an  ordinary  meeting,  Mr.  T.  Gil  bert  in  the  chair, 
several  additions  to  the  already  large  library  were 
announced  by  the  hon.  librarian.  Fishing  reports ;  Mr. 
Frank  Bridgman,  three  brace  of  trout  (returned)  ;  Mr. 
Emery,  several  trout  (returned),  the  largest  being  l-3in.  ; 
Messrs.  Dryden  and  Ladell,  at  Brighton,  several  fine  dabs  ; 
Mr.  Connellan,  four  trout  (Chesham),  three  being 
returned,  and  a  quantity  of  dace  and  one  trout  from  Hert- 
ford (all  returned)  ;  Mr.  Gibson,  one  brace  of  trout  and 
quantity  of  dace  from  Hertford  (aU  returned).  Mr. 
I3mery  also  reported  several  pike  and  chub,  tiken  from 
private  waters  on  the  Lea  (all  returned) ;  Mr.  Goodwin, 
two  and  a  half  brace  trout  from  Chesham  (all  returned  but 
one),  largest  fish  ISJin.  long.  Mr.  Goodwin  will  read  a 
paper  before  the  society  next  Tuesday,  the  16th  inst., 
entitled  "  Roaoh  Fishing."  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. 
The  usual  toasts  and  vote  of  thanks  to  chair  concluded 
the  proceedings.  Alex.  Wright  (Hon  .  Sec). 


YE  OLDE  CLAPHAM  ROVERS. 
FISHING  AND  HOLIDAY  TRIPS  BY  THE 
S.E.  RAILWAY. 
A  lectuee,  illustrated  from  photographic  views,  was 
given  on  Tuesday  at  Mr.  Harry  Edwards's  house,  The 
Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road  (the  headquarters  of  the 
Rovers),  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (Secretary  C.A.),  on  behalf 
of  the  funds  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 
The  society's  meeting  room  was  profusely  decorated  with 
rods,  nets,  and  lithofl  of  a  typical  character.  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  the  genial  secretary  of  the  Rovers,  Mr. 
Nat  Linden,  and  a  goodly  audience  of  admirers  of  the  sport 
payed  close  attention  throughout,  which,  without  doubt, 
the  lecture  merited.  After  a  few  words  from  the  chair- 
man on  the  snbjpct  and  object  of  the  meeting.  Mr.  Wade 
said  that  it  was  his  pleasure  to  come  that  evening  to  give  a 


gossipy  chat,  and  mentioned  that  his  services  were  free, 
also  he  would  be  delighted  to  give  similar  lectures  to  any  club, 
and  take  it  as  a  labour  of  love.  He  notified  an  important 
concession  to  Clapham,  Brixton,  Stockwell,  Wandsworth, 
and  surrounding  districts,  through  his  intervention, 
by  the  Brighton  Railway,  the  privilege  granted 
being  that  instead  of  having  to  travel  to  London 
Bridge  or  Victoria,  anglers  could  now  entrain  at 
Clapham  Junction,  thereby  ensuring  travelling  by  the 
early  trains.  The  first  design  cast  on  the  sheet  was 
a  hearty  welcome  to  all,  followed  by  that  of  a  South- 
Eastern  train  in  motion.  Here  the  lecturer  importunately 
said  that  the  many  excellent  waterS  in  touch  by  the  aid  of 
this  railway  had  scarcely  received  the  attention  they 
merited.  After  dealing  with  the  popular  resorts  of  Rams- 
gate,  Broadstairs,  Canterbury,  Margate,  and  a  view  of  the 
Empress  under  steam,  which  plies  between  Dover  and 
Calais,  the  popular  town  of  Dover  received  an  ovation 
owing  to  the  fact  thatthe  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  have 
their  Convalescent  Home  here.  An  admirable  arrange- 
ment in  connection  with  this  home  is  that  pocket  money 
was  provided  as  a  general  view  to  the  extent  of  a  guinea. 
Deal,  with  the  lower  stage  especially  built  to  afford 
facilities  to  anglers,  was  mentioned  as  a  good  cod  fishing 
ground  to  the  tune  of  181b. ;  also  a  fair  supply  of  conger 
eels.  Grove  Perry  claimed  several  views,  this  being  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Canterbury  Preservation  Society, 
and  being  especially  fruitful  with  extensive  bags  of  roach, 
one  day's  fishing  being  stated  to  weigh  321b.,  and  the 
largest  lib.  12ioz.  The  splendid  bank  was  highly  com- 
mended, and,  owing  to  the  weeds  that  fringed  the  bank,  a 
20ft.  roach  pole,  with  heavy  float,  was  most  suitable,  the 
bait  advised  being  a  loaf  of  bread  with  bran,  mixed  to  a 
stiff  paste,  and  cubes  being  cut  to  the  size  of  a  dice.  Last 
year  a  Mr.  Ireland  was  reported  to  have  hooked  a  roach  of 
21b.  15oz.,  but  unfortunately  gave  it  away  to  a  countryman 
instead  of  having  it  cased. 

After  a  short  interval  Sandwich  claimed  attention,  but 
owing  to  the  water  being  very  swift  and  brackish  was  very 
little  use  for  fishing,  but  the  beauty  of  the  scenery 
claimed  a  visit.  The  Brick  Ponds,  owned  by  the  S.E. 
Railway,  provided  two  or  three  pleasing  views,  and  for  a 
quiet  hour  or  so  were  unsurpassable.  Chilham,  situated 
one  or  two  stations  above  Canterbury,  is  a  private  fishing 
ground  of  no  mean  repute,  accessible  by  sanction  of  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  and  here  the  lecturer  was  able  to 
instance  the  hearty  goodwill  felt  by  fellow  anglers  one  to 
another  by  a  pleasing  incident. 

Amberley  was  much  favoured  by  Mr.  Wade.  He 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  that  a  20-guinea 
and  8-guinea  cup  were  for  competition,  as  well  as  fifty 
other  prizes.  Many  photographs  of  ardent  workers  on  the 
committee  of  the  Central  Association  met  with  a  hearty 
welcome. 

After  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  and 
lanternist,  harmony  brought  the  evening  to  a  close. 

N.  L. 


HOLLOWAY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held  at 
headquarters,  the  Holloway  Station  Hotel,  on  May  9. 
The  president  of  the  club,  Mr.  Frank  H.  Clay,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  G.  Johnson  the  vice-chair.  Many 
well-known  anglers  were  present.  After  the  toast  of 
"  The  Queen  and  Royal  Family  "  had  been  duly  honoured, 
an  excellent  programme,  arranged  by  Mr.  Tom  Johnson, 
was  gone  through.  Mr.  George  Johnson,  in  proposing 
the  toast  of  "  The  Holloway  Angling  Society,"  said  that 
this  was  the  first  year  of  the  club,  and  it  had  been  one  of 
which  any  club  may  be  proud.  Until  he  joined  the  society 
his  knowledge  of  the  pleasures  of  angling  as  a  sport  were 
small.  This  was  now,  however,  changed.  He  had  become 
one  of  the  most  ardent  disciples  of  the  large  number  of 
fishers  mainly  through  interest  infused  through  the 
Holloway  Angling  Society,  and  he  hoped  that  their  coming 
year  would  be  even  more  successful  than  the  past. 

The  chairman,  in  response,  said  that  it  afforded  him  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  to  answer  to  the  toast  of  the 
evening.  As  his  colleague  in  the  vice-chair  had  said,  this 
was  their  year,  and  it  had  been  a  year  of  which  any  club 
might  well  feel  proud.  In  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions 
as  regards  weather,  they  had  weighed-in  some  excellent 
fish,  amongst  others  roach  of  over  21b.,  and  several  dace 
of  over  lib.  There  were  few  clubs  who  could  show  better 
results  than  they  had  done,  and  when  they  considered 
that  this  was  their  first  year  they  had  every  reason  to  feel 
proud  of  the  first  year's  success.  He  hoped  that  they 
would  add  to  their  successes,  and  make  the  club  one  of  the 
best  in  the  locality.  They  were  in  a  strong  financial 
position,  and  were  rapidly  adding  to  their  membership 
roll,  and  were  generally  in  a  most  healthy  state.  They  had 
an  excellent  secretary  in  Mr.  Clayton,  and  a  hard-working 
committee,  and  the  smooth  working  was  in  no  small 
measure  due  to  their  efforts.  He  must  conclude  with  a 
heartfelt  wish  that  the  Holloway  Angling  Society  would 
grow  into  a  club  whose  career  they  could  look  upon  in  the 
years  to  come  with  pleasurable  interest. 

The  prizes  won  daring  the  year  were  presented  to  the 
following  during  the  evening  ;  Messrs.  E.  Steinhart  (gold 
medal  for  specimen),  F.  H.  Clay  (silver  medal  for 
specimen),  P.  Hawes  (bronze  medal  for  specimen),  A. 
Clayton,  A.  Stevens,  G.  Johnson,  G.  H.  Jones,  J. 
Johnson,  G.  Horner,  G.  Caines. 

Mr.  R.  Blunden,  the  host,  was  the  recipient  of  many 
compliments  for  his  excellent  catering. 

The  following  artistes  assisted  in  the  making  of  an 
excellent  programme:  Mr.  George  Renn,  comedian  ;  Mr. 

E.  Stevens,  bassoon  solo ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Clay,  clarionet  solo ; 
Mr.  Ansell,  selections  from  Dickens  ;  Mr.  F.  Hawes,  sen., 

F.  Hawes,  jun.,  G.  Johnson,  H.  Hilbert,  W.  Whitehead, 
F.  Johnson,  H.  Wates,  vocalists. 


SOUTH  BERMONDSEY  PISCATORIALS 
INSTITUTE, 
ROTHERHITHB  NEW  ROAD,  S.E. 

The  fifth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  on  Monday  last  in  the  hall  of  the  above  institnte, 
and  was  crowned  with  success  from  beginning  to  end, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland-street,  W.,  being  our  caterer, 
and  every  credit  is  due  to  him  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
served  us.  The  harmony  was  everything  to  be  desired. 
The  _  Royal  toast  was  responded  to  in  a  most  hearty  and 
cordial  manner.  The  secretary  reported  the  financial 
position  of  the  club,  and  we  shall  have  a  good  balance  to 
start  the  ensuing  season.  Distribution  of  prizes :  Mr.  W. 
Fawcett,  first,  gross  weight  of  season,  3371b.,  chiefly  roaoh ; 
Mr.  W.  Streeton,  1731b.,  second,  also  a  very  nice  specimen 
carp  of  41b.  6|oz. ;  Mr.  Allam,  third  ;  Mr.  Davis,  fourth; 
Messrs.  Whichelaw,  Thomas,  Byers,  Smith,  Costin, 
Clark,  Sutherd  were  winners  of  prizes.  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith 
was  then  presented  with  a  rod  and  reel,  as  a  testimonial 
for  services  rendered  during  his  five  years  of  office,  as  a 
token  of  regard  from  the  members  of  8.B.P.  Mr.  B. 
Gowers  was  also  presented  with  a  very  handsome  walking- 
stick,  as  a  testimonial,  given  by  the  members  of  the 
institute.  Mr.  W.  Gowers  was  also  presented  with  an 
illuminated  address,  also  for  services  rendered  the  T.  A.P.S. 
and  A.B.S.,  was  very  suitably  responded  to  by  Mr.  W. 
Streeton,  and  Mr.  W.  Capewell  gave  a  very  warm  response 
on  behalf  of  the  visitors  I  am  also  pleased  to  say  we 
have  a  record  list  of  prizes  promised  for  the  ensuing 
season,  and  we  can  only  thank  the  donors  heartily  for  their 
kindness  in  the  present  instance  as  in  the  past,  and  I  can 
only  hope  we  shall  be  spared  to  spend  many  such  happy 
evenings  as  we  did  on  Monday.  J.  H.  Davies. 


THE  PAST  SEASON'S  SPORT  AT  ALTNA- 
CEALGACH. 
Now  that  the  trout  and  fernx  angling  on  the  Sutherland 
lochs  is  commencing,  the  following  brief  statistics  may  be 
of  interest  to  numerous  anglers.  The  fish  caught  with  the 
rod  were  as  follows  : — 

1898.  Ferox  Trout,     ^^^f  • 

April  and  May  .  ..  —  —    831  251 

June   4  14    6693  1716 

July   4  15  ......  2974  1095 

August    2  5    2521  86.5^ 

September   1  3    1870  547J 


4465 


Total    11       37    14,689 

Of  the  above,  the  various  lochs  yielded  as  follows  :— 

Loch.  Ferox.  ^^l^^'-  Trout. 

Urigill   3 

Cama    3 

Veyatie    4 

Boarlan   1 

Mheallin  and 

other  waters ...  — 


Weight, 
lb. 
7i 
71 
20 


4552 
4355 
2173 
1788 


Weteht. 
lb. 
1025J 
1602 
818i 
543i 


1821 


465f 

37    14,689  4465 

The  following  figures  will  show  at  a  glance  the  total 
sport  of  the  past  five  seasons,  viz.— 


Total    11 


Year. 


Total  Ssh  all  kinds. 


1894    13,911 

1895    15,369 

1896    15,348 

1897    10,569 

1898    14,700 

Total  in  five  years  69,892 


Aggregating 
Tons.  cwts.  qrs.  lb. 
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NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

21,201.  Fishing.  Patentee :  Mr.  G.  G.  V.  Norrman, 
Handtver-karegitan,  Stockholm,  relates  to 
line  floats.  A  tube  passing  through  the 
centre  of  the  float  is  closed  at  its  upper  end 
by  a  diaphragm  perforated.  Within  this  tube 
slides  a  second  one,  the  upper  half  of  which  is 
cut  away  to  a  semi-circular  section,  and 
bulged  outwards  through  an  opening  in  the 
tube.  The  line  passes  up  the  tube  through 
the  hole,  and  then  between  the  tubes  and  to 
the  hole.  By  pressure,  the  grip  on  the  line  is 
released,  thus  enabling  the  position  of  the 
float  to  be  adjusted. 
6676.  James  Yelverton  Payton,  and  Hubert  Jackson 
Hall,  Chancery-lane,  London.  "  Improve- 
ments in  fish-hooks." 

28,641.  Swivels.  Patentee :  Mr.  W.  Smallwood,  Lion 
Works,  Redditch,  Worcestershire ;  relates  to 
swivels  for  fishing  tackle,  which  is  made  of 
two  pieces  of  wire  coiled,  bent,  and  headed. 


Thb  Escape  of  a  Murderer. — A.  man  In  Yorkshire  was 
recently  arrested  for  the  murder  of  his  employer,  but  after  being 
in  the  hande  of  the  police  for  nearly  a  week,  awaiting  his  trial, 
he  actually  succeeded  in  malcing  his  escape.  He  has  not  yet 
been  recaptured.  How  he  succeeded  in  getting  away  no  one  can 
imagine.  The  police  consider  the  escape  to  be  almost  miraculous. 
But  still  more  wonderful  is  the  escape  from  death  of  a  man 
whoso  health  was  ruined,  and  who  found  himself  almost  within 
the  very  grip  of  death.  This  man,  in  his  hour  of  desperation 
turned  to  HoUoway's  Pills,  and  he  was  saved.  To-day  he  Is 
sound  and  healthy,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  vigorous  life. 


Mat  13,  1899] 
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THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY 
Announce  that,  ia  addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly, 
and  Friday  or  Saturday  to  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednes- 
day tickets,  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and 
their  other  London  and  suburban  stations  to  the  east  and 
north-east  coasts  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea, 
Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felix- 
stowe, Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  Scarborough, 
Whitby,  Bridhngton,  &e.),  they  will  on  Saturday,  May  20, 
issue  special  cheap  excursions  tickets  to  most  of  the  above 
stations;  also  to  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn, 
Fakenbam,  and  the  other  p.incipal  stations  in  Essex, 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  &c.  Cheap  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets 
will  also  be  issued  to  most  of  the  Great  Eastern  country 
stations.  Excursion  tickets  will  also  be  issued  from  Liver- 
pool-street and  suburban  stations,  by  the  cathedral  route, 
on  Friday,  May  19,  to  Durham,  Newcastle,  Berwick, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  &c. ;  and  on  Saturday,  20th,  to 
Lincoln,  Doncaster,  York,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield, 
Manchester,  Sheffield,  Hull,  Edwinstowe  (ftr  the 
dnkeries),  Chesterfield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  &o.  Tickets 
(ordinary,  excursion,  &c.)  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at 
Liverpool-street  Station  ;  at  the  Great  Eastern  American 
Rendezvous,  2,  Cockspur-street,  S.W. ;  and  at  the  com- 
pany's various  City,  West  End,  and  other  booking  offices. 
Relieving  trains  will  be  run  on  the  Friday  and  Saturday 
to  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich, 
Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c. 
Special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  on  Friday,  19th, 
at  1.30  p.m.,  for  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich, 
Norwich,  and  Cromer,  and  at  1.35  p.m.  to  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft ;  and  on  Saturday,  20th,  at  8.10  and  9.55  a.m., 
and  at  1.55,  4.5,  and  7.12  p.m.,  for  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  &c,;  at  1.30  and  7.12  p.m.,  to  Felix- 
stowe; and  at  4.5  p.m.,  to  Clacton,  Frinton, 
and  Walton.  For  the  accommodation  of  persons 
detained  late  in  town  on  Saturday,  midnight  trains 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.0  for  Norwich,  via 
Cambridge,  and  at  12  30  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inter- 
mediate stations ;  and  at  12.3  (night)  for  Colchester  and 
Clacton  (express  supper  train).  On  Bank  Holiday, 
excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and 
Fenchurch-street  to  Southend-on-Sea  and  Burnham-on- 
Cronch ;  from  Liverpool-street  to  Clacton,  Frinton, 
Walton,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Hertford, 
Cambridge,  and  Ely ;  from  St.  Panoras  to  Yarmouth, 
Cromer,  Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be 
issued  and  special  trains  run  to  Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne, 
and  Rye  House.  On  Whit  Tuesday  a  special  early  train 
wUl  be  run  from  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Ipswich,  &c.,  due 
in  London  8.0  a.m.,  and  several  of  the  usual  up  Monday 
only  expresses  (including  the  7  5  a.m.  restaurant  car  train 
from  Cromer)  will  be  run  on  this  day  instead  of  Bank 
Holiday.  Restaurant  cars  will  also  be  run  on  the  7.45 
a.m.  train  from  Clac.on.  Restaurant  cars  are  now  run 
daily  on  the  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m. 
for  Norwich  and  Cromer,  and  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth  ; 
and  on  the  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8.5  a.m.,  and 
Yarmouth  at  8.25  a.m. 


^am  from  t1)e  ^oxtf). 


The  rivers  are  beginning  to  run  small  and  clear  again, 
yet  good  volume  withal,  and  bar  the  easterly  windj  first 
class  angling  conditions  prevail.  Results  are  mounting 
upwards,  and  sport  on  the  whole  fairly  good.  Better 
returns  from  the  netting  stations  on  the  coast  are  to  band, 
although  still  far  back  in  the  main. 


Angling  on  the  Spey  is  improving  with  the  season,  a  few 
fish  being  got  on  the  Knockando,  Carron,  and  Elchies 
waters.  Trout  anglers  on  the  Deveron  and  Ythan  upper 
waters  are  having  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout,  while  one 
or  two  salmon  have  been  got  on  both  streams.  The  best 
day  on  the  Dee  last  week  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Barclay, 
Glentana,  who  had  four  fish,  scaling  41b.,  121b.,  12ilb., 
and  141b.   

Looh  fishing  commenced  last  week,  when  there  was  a 
fairly  good  rise  of  well-conditioned  fish,  and  good  average 
baskets  have  been  the  order  of  the  day.  On  the  Parkhill 
Lake,  Donside,  Mr.  Johnstone  had  twenty-five  fish  for  a 
few  hours'  angling.  _____ 

Miss  Pickering,  Kincardine  Lodge,  is  one  of  the  youngest 
and  best  lady  anglers^  on  the  Dee.  She  wields  a  17ft. 
greenheirt  of  the  ordinary  type  after  the  manner  born, 
and  despises  anything  of  a  lighter  make.  She  has  an 
occasional  run  north  in  the  spring,  but  autumn  is  the  time 
when  she  ia  most  actively  and  steadily  on  the  river. 


Smolta  are  making  a  fine  show  on  the  lower  and  tidal 
reaches  just  now,  and  for  size  and  general  condition  they 
bear  all  the  marks  of  having  wintered  well  during  the  past 
two  seasons.   

Ignorance  is  no  available  plea  now  for  those  who  kill 
salmon  smolts,  aa  a  man,  Robertson,  found  to  his  cost  when 
he  was  fined  at  Berwick  PoHca  Court  last  week  for  having 
eight  of  them  in  his  pockets. 

A  mora  interesting  case  was  that  of  Andrew  Percy, 
Twe«dmotitb,  who  was  convicted  for  having  eight  aea  trout 


smolts  in  his  possession.  The  defence  that  they  were 
orange  fins  or  yellow  trout  would  not  go  down  with  the 
justices,  and  rightly  so.  Orange  fins  are  in  the  stage  of 
growth  between  the  parr  of  sea  trout  and  the  finnock.  The 
tidal  angler  has  hitherto  regarded  the  orange  fin  as  his 
peculiar  property,  but  after  this  we  expect  it  will  be  as 
rigorously  protected  as  the  salmon  smolt.  Both  are  pro- 
tected by  the  same  law  as  "  fish  of  the  salmon  kind." 


The  Bills  and  Law  Committees  of  the  Aberdeen  Town 
Council  are  to  find  out  from  existing  charters  and  leases  if 
the  council  has  lost  all  their  rights  in  regard  to  the  Dee 
tidal  waters.  The  question  has  already  been  settled  in  the 
affirmative  with  regard  to  the  Don,  when  the  opinion  of 
eminent  counsel  was  obtained  some  time  ago. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  will  make  her  spring  visit  to 
Deeside  towards  the  end  of  the  month.  She  is  due  at 
Balmoral  on  the  27th,  and  meantime  the  usual  active 
preparations  are  being  pushed  vigorously  forward. 


Mr.  Farrar  has  taken  a  lease  of  part  of  the  Glentana 
waters  from  Sir  Wm.  Brooks  right  on  to  the  end  of  the 
angling  season  in  October. 


Sheriff  Robertson  has  given  no  uncertain  sound  as  to 
how  he  is  to  deal  with  trout  poachers  in  future.  In  the 
Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  last  week  he  fined  a  man,  Scott, 
who  was  one  of  a  party  found  "  sweeping  the  river  with 
a  net,"  not  far  from  Dyce  Bridge  on  the  Don,  in  the  aam 
of  £3,  with  £1  83.  3d.  of  expenses,  and  at  the  same  time 
warned  the  fraternity  that  "  if  any  other  cases  of  the  kind 
came  before  him  he  should  impose  the  full  penalty." 

In  passing  judgment  his  lordship  said:  "There  was  no 
form  of  poaching  that  he  regarded  with  so  much  objection 
as  that  of  trout  poaching.  It  was  the  sport  of  the  many, 
and  the  doings  of  the  accused  and  such  as  he  were  deplet- 
ing their  rivers  and  making  them  useless  to  anybody." 


At  last  we  are  promised  a  remedy  for  the  vexed  ques- 
tion of  distillery  effluent.  Extensive  experiments  are  in 
progress  on  Speyside,  which  are  very  favourably  regarded 
as  a  solution  of  the  problem  by  those  in  the  swim  ;  but, 
meantime,  details  are  withheld.         Special  Scotch. 


provincial  Botee 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Angling  Association  was  held  on  Friday  evening  last 
at  the  headquarters.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
H.  W.  Miller  occupied  the  vice-chair.    Several  apologies 
were  read  from  members  who  were  unable  to  attend 
through  illness  and  pressure  of  business.    The  minutes  of 
the  pist  monthly  meeting  were  read  and  adopted  without 
discussion.   An  application  for  removal  by  the  Aston  Park 
Society  from  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Victoria-road,  to  the 
Fountain  Inn,  Vicarage-road,  Aston,  was  considered, 
which,  after  a  short  discussion,  was  sanctioned.    This  club 
seems  to  be  making  very  little  headway,  but  the  report 
went  to  show  that  the  removal  would  be  a  benefit  to  the 
club.    This  club  have  had  five  removals  in  about  six  yeirs, 
and  I  hope  that  they  will  now  find  a  place  of  meeting  that 
will  place  the  club  in  a  better  and  sounder  position. 
New   officers   have    been    appointed,    and   all  looks 
well    for    their   future    success.    Two    more  new 
clubs   are   in   the    course   of   formation,    and  their 
applications  will  be  brought  before  the  next  meeting  of  the 
committee,  when  the  preliminary  stages  of  the  next  great 
association  contest  will  be  gone  into.    One  of  the  most 
difficult  things  will  be  to  find  a  suitable  place,  as  the 
association  is  growing  so  strong  that  the  places  we  have 
hitherto  patronised  will  not  be  sufficient  to  accommodate 
us,  as  this  year  over  1000  members  v?ill  take  part  in  the 
competition.    Although  the  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham! Anglers'    Benevolent    Society    have    passed  a 
resolution  to  fish  their  annual  contest  La  the  canal  at 
Fenny  Compton  on  Saturday,  July  9  next,  there  seems  to 
be  certain  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  contest  being  fished 
there,  as  we  cannot  get  to  know  who  has  the  rights  of  the 
fishing.    The  Banbury  Association  has  been  approached, 
and  also  the  secretary  of  the  canal  company,  but  both 
write  to  say  that  they  do  not  hold  the  rights  for  fishing  the 
water.  We  are  now  waiting  to  see  who  has  the  rights,  and  if 
permission  cannot  be  obtained  we  shall  have  to  fall  back 
upon  a  canal  or  river  where  we  know  that  we  can  fish.  We 
fished  the  contest  in  the  river  Avon  at  Wyre  last  year,  but 
this  was  not  a  snccesj.  The  year  before  we  fished  at  Alrewas, 
in  the  canal ;  this  was  a  great  success,  and  a  financial  gain 
to  the  society.    The  Fenny  Compton  canal  is  far  before 
the  one  at  Alrewas  for  fish,  but  if  we  cannot  bring  off  the 
contest  at  the  former  place  we  shall  have  to  fall  back 
upon  the  latter.    Speaking  of  the  Benevolent  Society,  I 
wish  |to  place  the  important  matter  of  prizes  before  the 
clubs,  and  hope  that  all  those  who  can  will  forward  a 
prize  this  year,  so  as  to  make  the  contest  worth  the  atten- 
dance of  those  who  are  members  and  those  who  are  not. 
The  contest  tickets  will  be  6d.  each  for  members  and  Is. 
each  for  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  society.  The 
Spring  Hill  Society  is  making  a  large  number  of  members 
just  now,  the  reason  being  that  a  special  prize  of  a  valuable 
nature  is  offered  for  competition  at  their  annual  contest. 
The  new  Bridge  Society,  held  [at  Smethwiok,  is  making 


rapid  progress.  This  is  in  a  measure  due  to  the  officers. 
The  secretary  is  a  man  in  the  right  place,  and  the  pregident 
ia  a  gentleman  holding  a  high  position  at  Mitchell  and 
Butler's  brewery  at  Cape  Hill,  who  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  the  society.  The  Bellbam,  Highgate  Park,  and  Rose 
and  Crown  Societies  will  have  to  keep  their  members  well 
together  or  the  Lamp  Society  will  soon  pass  them  in  point 
of  numbers. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

The  past  week  has  not  been  very  favourable  for 
angling  on  Derbyshire  streams.  Anticipations  of  warm 
days  have  as  yet  been  but  partially  realised  on  a  few  days  ; 
for  the  rest,  strong  north-easterly  winds  have  prevailed, 
harsh  and  cold.  The  waters  have  been,  and  now  are,  in 
excellent  condition,  and  in  sheltered  places  on  them 
moderately  good  sport  has  been  had  by  both  fly  and 
bottom  fishers  and  trollers.  On  the  Ecclesburn,  between 
Alton  and  Dnffield,  several  anglers  have  taken  decent  lots 
of  fish ;  and  a  few  fair  baskets  have  been  made  on  its 
pretty  tributary,  the  Sherburn.  Sport  has  not  been  very 
good  on  any  part  of  the  Amber,  moderate  creels 
only  having  been  made  both  on  the  open  and 
on  the  private  lengths.  There  has  been  a  fair 
sprinkling  of  anglers  on  most  parts  of  the  Dove, 
and  some  satisfactory  sport  has  been  had  on  the  warmer 
and  calmer  days.  The  Dovedale,  Load  Mill,  Beresford, 
and  Hartington  reaches  have  furnished  several  tolerably 
fair  creels,  but  the  angling,  as  a  rule,  has  not  been  really 
good.  A  few  brace  have  been  killed  on  the  tributary 
streams,  the  Fenny  Bentley  and  Henmore  or  Schoo,  but 
successful  anglers  have  not  been  numerous  on  either  of 
them.  The  Wye  has  scarcely  had  an  average  number  of 
visitors.  On  the  higher  lengths,  by  Blackwell  Mill  and 
MiUer's  Dale,  there  have  been,  amongst  others,  anglers 
from  Buxton  and  the  Manchester  district,  and  some 
moderately  good  sport  has  been  had  there.  A  few  nice 
lots  of  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  sheltered  ^arts  of  the 
Monsaldale  open  and  private  waters,  but,  with  one  or 
two  not  very  important  exceptions,  not  much  has  been  done 
on  the  Ashford,  Bakewell,  Haddon  Hall,  and  Rowsley 
lengths  of  the  river.  On  the  Chatsworth  and  Baslow 
reaches  of  the  Derwent  anglers  have  not  been  very 
numerous,  and  although  some  fair  creels  have  been  made 
during  the  week,  yet  the  fishing  has  not  been,  on  the 
whole,  satisfactory.  Higher  up,  on  the  Derwent  Valley 
lengths  by  Calver,  Stoke,  Grindleford,  Hathersige,  and 
Sickleholme,  in  the  parts  sheltered  from  the  east  and 
north-east  winds  by  the  hanging  woods  and  the  hills, 
rather  better  sport  has  been  had,  and  several  good  baskets 
have  been  made  there  of  nice  sized  fish,  principally  by 
members  of  the  Hathersage  Angling  Society  and  their 
friends  from  the  Derby,  Manchester,  and  Sheffield  districts. 
Not  much  has  been  done  with  the  fly  on  the  Bamford  and 
Yorkshire  Bridge  lengths,  and  only  moderate  creels  have 
been  made  by  bottom  fishers  and  trollers.  A  few  decent 
lots  of  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  Ashopton  and  Derwent 
Chapel  reaches ;  and  several  brace  have  been  captured  on 
the  adjoining  tributary,  the  Ashop,  between  Crook  Bridge 
and  the  Snake  Inn.  Some  tolerably  fair  sport  has  been 
had  on  the  Nowe  and  on  the  Castleton  burn,  near  Hope, 
where  several  decent  creels  have  been  made.  Sport  has 
improved  somewhat  since  Sunday  last,  but  settled  warm 
weather  is  needed  to  make  it  what  it  should  be,  of  which, 
after  nice  showers  of  rain,  there  are,  this  evening, 
Wednesday,  favourable  indications. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE); 

There  is  very  little  to  relate  in  reference  to  trout 
fishing.  Last  week  the  weather  changed  somewhat  for 
the  better.  Warm  sunshine  in  the  daytime  and  mild 
nights  promised  well,  but  all  this  has  been  changed  again 
by  the  cold  north-east  winds  and  frosty  nights.  Under 
these  conditions  the  fish  are  still  keeping  down,  and, 
although  one  or  two  are  occasionally  saen,  they  are  not 
really  (feeding  in  a  way  at  all  satisfactory  to  anglers. 
There  was  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  in  the  district  on 
Tuesday.  This  will  further  improve  the  streams,  but  fly 
fishing  will  not  be  good  until  the  water  becomes  warmer 
and  flies  hatch  out  more  freely.  Bottom  fishermen  con- 
tinue to  obtain  fair  sport  with  the  maggot  and  worm  ;  but 
the  bags,  as  a  rule,  have  not  averaged  more  than  three  to 
four  brace  per  rod. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  in  this  district  for  the  past  week,  although 
fine,  has  been  extremely  cold  for  the  time  of  year,  a  strong 
north-easterly  wind  prevailing  during  the  day,  and  being 
very  cold  at  night,  which  has  caused  quite  a  scarcity  of 
the  natural  flies  usually  seen  during  May,  consequently 
the  fly  fisher  has  met  with  very  poor  success,  either  on  the 
river  Hull  or  its  tributaries ;  but  as  both  the  river  and 
contributary  becks  are  in  excellent  condition,  all  that  is 
required  is  a  little  milder  weather.    A  few  brace  of  fair 
sized  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Wansford  and  Brigham 
district ;  and  below  the  look,  at  the  beck-ends,  odd  fish, 
going  from  |lb.  to  IJlb.  each,  have  been  secured  with 
worm.    At  Hull  Bridge  some  fair  catches  of  flounders 
have  been  made,  but  the  cold  weather  his  thrown  the  eels 
off  the  feed  even  in  the  lower  waters  below  Beverley. 
At  Hull  Bridge,  the  Victoria  Angling  Society  fished  a 
match  and  did  fairly  weU,  Mr.  W.  Downsworth  taking  the 
first  prize  with  lib.  15Joz.,  and  the  others  had  decent 
takes,  considering  the  weather  was  extremely  cold  on 
the   day  in   question ;    the   second  and   third  prizes 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  R.  Walmsley  and  A.  H.  Dahle. 
The  Stoneferry  Angling  Society  fished  their  first  match 
of  the  season  on  the  same  day,  on  the  celebrated  Minto 
Flatts  stretch,  but  did  not  do  so  well  as  their  confreres  at 
Hull  Bridge.    Messrs.  W.  J.  Cox,  W.  C.  Cox,  and  W. 
Smith  were  the  first  three  prize  winners.    This  society 
will  hold  its  annual  opening  dinner  on  the  22nd  inst.,  at 
the  New  Inn,  Stoneferry,  when  the  prizes  will  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  successful  competitors.    The  Holderness 
Angling  Society  also  held  their  first  match  on  Minto 
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Flatts  on  Thursday  last,  Mr.  J.  Dobson  winning  the  first 
prize  with  a  little  short  of  lib.  of  fish,  Messrs.  J. 
Thompson,  R.  G.  Fetch,  and  W.  Culting  coming  in  for 
the  next  three.  The  prizes  will  be  delivered  to  the 
winners  at  a  meeting  at  the  clab's  headquarters,  the 
King's  Arms,  in  Witham,  on  the  16th  inst.  A  much 
respaoted  member  of  Messrs.  Blundell's  Employees' 
Angling  Society  baa  just  passed  over  to  the  great  mijority 
in  the  person  of  Mr.  B.  Plant,  who  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  society  several  years  ago,  and  will  be  much 
missed  by  the  members,  by  whom  he  was  greatly  esteemed. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
After  the  heavy  rainfall  of  Monday  week,  which  brought 
out  rivers,  good  sport  was  obtained  with  worm  on  the 
Lune,  Eden,  and  some  other  streams,  and  this  was  main- 
tained for  a  time,  after  the  waters  had  settled,  with 
natural  minnow  and  fly.  The  first  named  river  was 
patronised  by  visitors  from  Lincastjr,  Kendal,  and  other 
places,  and  there  was  a  fair  turn-out  of  local  rods. 
Amongst  the  more  successful  were  Messrs.  Henderson, 
Eemmington,  Turner,  W.  Fisher,  J.  Bland,  and  P.  Crane, 
the  last  named  having  three  nice  trout  which  weighed  2ib. 
A  few  good  fish  have  also  been  secured  on  the  Derwent, 
the  best  being  one  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  Spark  weighing 


a  little  over  31b.,  two  or  three  others  of  21b.  being  taken, 
Messrs.  Williamson,  Carr,  Cutta,  Lowther,  Denwood, 
Moffatt,  Hodgson,  Ooulson,  Hill,  Wilkinson,  Newton, 
Elliott ;  and,  lower  down  the  river,  Messrs.  E.  F.  Brown, 
J.  Parkin,  J.  Soulsby,  and  G.  Banks  being  amorgst  the 
successful  ones.  On  the  upper  waters  of  the  Eden  pan- 
niers of  from  three  dozen  downwards  have  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  Messrs.  M.  Howson  (thirty-six),  T.  Howe  (thirty  and 
thiitj-four),  Eev.  E.  Rhodes.  Dr.  de  Montmorency, 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Laycock.E.  A.  Heelis,  Addison,  Thornton, 
and  others.  Fishing  on  Ullswater  and  Windermere  has 
not  been  good. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Eibble  has  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  prevailing 
north-east  winds,  which  have  tended  to  keep  the  fish  down. 
The  rise  of  fish  has  been  scarce,  except  at  noon,  when  it 
has  been  fair  only.  Fair  average  sport  has  been  obtained. 
The  most  useful  flies  were  March  Brown,  Olive  Dun, 
Little  Waterhen,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple.  On  the  Wyre  and 
tributaries,  although  all  have  been  in  fair  condition  for  fly 
fishing,  very  few  rods  have  been  out.  The  cold  winds,  no 
doubt,  are  to  blame  for  this.  A  satisfactory  rise  of  fish 
during  the  day,  but  the  early  morning  and  evening  have 
been  too  cold.    Fair  baskets  of  fish  have  been  made  at 


Garstang,  and  on  the  majority  of  the  tributaries.  Nine 
brace  is  the  best  basket  recorded.  The  Lune  and  tribu- 
taries, owing  to  recent  floods,  are  pretty  well  free  now  of 
smelts,  the  majority  having  been  enabled  to  get  to  the  sea. 
The  waters,  as  a  rule,  have  been  too  heavy  for  the  fly,  the 
best  basket  reported  being  three  brace.  The  minnow  and 
worm  have  been  fairly  used  at  Hornby  Castle  and  TunetiU 
waters,  resulting  in  baskets  of  eight  and  a  half,  seven  and 
a  half,  and  six  and  a  half  brace.  Codling  fishing  in 
the  estuary  at  Morecambe  Bay  being  good.  The 
WarrinfttDn  Anglers'  Association  have  been  disappointed 
with  their  efforts  to  secure  suitable  trout  ova,  so  decided 
to  buy  1000  yearling  trout  from  the  Wyreedale  Fishery, 
and  to  reserve  their  energies  to  the  hatching  of  roach  ova, 
with  a  view  to  stocking  one  of  their  waters  near  the  town. 
On  the  6th,  ten  carriers,  containing  yearling  rainbow  trout, 
arrived  for  this  association,  and  were  turned  into  the  river 
Bollia  at  Heatley.   They  were  in  fine  condition. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  have,  it  is 
oflicially  stated,  secured  the  fishing  rights  of  eleven  miles 
of  the  Poynton  or  Macclesfield  Canal,  commencing  at 
Marple,  at  the  junction  of  the  Peak  Forest  Canal,  and  con- 
tinuing to  the  Burton-road  Wharf,  at  Macclesfield,  join- 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of 
FISHING   TACKLE    SUITABLE    for   ALL    F»ARTS    of   the  WORLD. 


MALLOCH'S 
SUPERIOR  TROUT 
RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  Superiority  of  Worhmaiiship, 
Balance,  and  Casting  Power. 

10ft.,  in  3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  26/-,  28/-,  34/-. 
lift.,  „  28/-,  30/-,  36/-. 

12ft.,  „  30/-,  32/-,  38 -, 

With  cork  grip,  6/-  extra, 
lift,  in  2  pieces,  with  spare  top, 
snake  rings  and  cork  grip    ...  40/-- 

SUPERIOR  CREENHEART  SALMON  ROOS. 

18tt.  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving 
top  rings,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted, 
rubber  button,  &c.     The  very  best  Eod 
that  can  be  produced         ...        ...        .-•  67/-- 

16ft.  Rod,  same  as  above,  57/-. 
f'eru  large  assortment  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  l/och  and  River  Flies,  for  the  Scotch 
I/ochs  and  Jtivers,  all  tested  jftterns  and 
beautifully  tied. 
These  Flies  have  obtained  Highest  Awards  wherever 
Exhibited. 


MALLOCH'S 
Patent 

CASTING  REEL 

(Improved  Patient). 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL. 

Improved  Pattern,  in  Gun-metal  or  Alumi- 
nium. The  greatest  boon  to  anglers  yet  invented 
tor  Salmon.  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds 
of  coarse  fishing  ;  unsurpassed  for  long  distance 
casting  ;  simple,  and  easy  to  learn.  Rods  and 
lines  specially  suited  for  these  reels 
MALLOCH'S 

PATENT  ADJUSTABLE  BRAKE  REEL. 

In  Gun-metal  or  Aluminium.  The  brake  i.s 
easily  operated  by  the  hand,  whereby  the  check 
can  be  regulated  at  will  by  simply  turning  the 
milled  disc  on  spindle.  This  should  prove  a 
great  advantage  to  anglers,  as  the  check  can  be 
I'egulated  without  having  to  take  the  reel  to 
pieces,  as  in  the  case  of  the' ordinary  reel. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASES. 

For  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  eyed  flies 
of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact,  each  fly 
secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Malloch's  Gold  Medal  Salmon  and  Trout  Heels. 
In  Gun-metal,  A.luminium,  Ebonite,  and 
Cocus  Wood.   Made  in  18  different  sizes. 
ILLUSTRATED    PRICE    LIST  FREE. 
Telegrams:  '  MAI.L,OCH,  PERTH." 


"ANGLERS  MOTE!" 

To  insure  the  fresh  and  immediate  delivery 
of  fish  sent  by  Rail  or  Parcels  Pqst  use 
ROWLAND  &  HARRISON'S  Address 
Label,  ready  gummed,  in 
books  of  15,  price  6cl. 


A  BEAUTIFULLY  COLOURED  REPRESENTATION, 


.0 


MAY  FLY  SEASON  ONLY. 

During  the  May  Fly  Season  we  will 

SELL  OUR  CELEBRATED  GUINEA  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  RODS  (TWO  OR  THREE  JOINTS)  AT 

and  present  each  customer  with  one  dozen  of  assorted  flies  (eyed  or  to  gut). 
TAPERED   CASTS        4  0     TH.OXTT  TAKEN   ON   ONE),   1/-  each;  or  10/-  dozen. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 


19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. ; 
And  at  CHELTENHAM. 
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iog  up  to  the  length  governed  by  the  Maoolesfield 
Association.  The  water  has  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  best  canals  in  the  North  of  England,  and  if 
extensive  stocking  will  do  it,  this  good  name  is  to  be  main- 
tained. A  drawback  to  most  canal  fishing,  the  constant 
procession  of  boats,  will  not  be  found  on  this  water  to  such 
a  large  extent  as  is  generally  met  with,  which  is  very  much 
in  its  favour,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  oommeud- 
able  effoits  to  be  put  forth  in  the  near  future  to 
carry  out  a  lengthy  stocking  programme  will  be 
much  appreciated  by  those  for  whose  benefit  it  is 
intended.  A  wat«r  bailiff,  officers,  and  places  for 
the  sale  of  tickets  have  been  appointed,  and  posting 
his  been  carried  out  right  through  the  entire  length  to  be 
preserved,  and  all  things  are  now  ready  for  the  openinj  on 
Saturday,  May  20.  The  Longsight  Angling  Association 
are  miking  extensive  preparations  to  launch  out  when  the 
close  time  for  coarse  fish  has  once  more  gone  by.  No  less 
than  eight  contests  are  down  for  decision,  the  first  taking 
place  on  July  21,  in  their  private  waters  in  Derbyshire — 
waters  that  are  well  stocked  with  fine  fish,  comprising 
rainbow  ajii  Loch  Leven  trout,  perch,  tench,  roach,  dace, 
and  chub.  No  wonder  is  it  that  hopes  are  high  for  a  good 
season.  Several  vacancies  are  noted  cn  the  roll  call.  The 
officers  for  the  enjuing  season  were  elected. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  news  is  still  very  scarce  in  our  district.  On 
Tnesc^y  heavy  rain  fell,  bringing  on  a  rise  of  a  few  inches 
on  the  following  day,  and  this  should  do  good  as  regards 
helping  onward  coarse  fish  on  the  spawning  grounds.  Very 
soon  roach  will  be  at  the  weirs  going  through  the  process 
of  scouring.  A  few  trout  anglers  have  visited  the  local 
tributaries,  and  on  the  Dover  Beek  sundry  choice  fish  have 
fallen  to  the  worm.  Fly  fishing  has  so  far  resulted  in 
general  failure,  this  being  due  to  the  cold  nights  prevailing. 
The  Nottingham  Nag's  Head  Society  have,  since  my  last, 
held  their  annual  meeting  at  headquarters,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  W.  Packer.  All  the  officers  were 
UEanimously  re-elected,  and  the  champion  prize  of  the 
season  was  awarded  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley,  of  Beeston.  As 
to  the  stscMng  of  the  Shardlow  Fishery  (leased  by  the 
Wellington  Association)  with  trout,  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  the 
esteemed  president,  has  taken  np  his  fertile  pen  with  a 
view  to  elicit  expert  opinion  on  the  subject. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  river  Amber  has  been  running  on  the  clear  side, 
but  a  few  anglers  well  acquainted  wit  a  the  river  have 
accounted  for  Eeveral  brace  of  nice  fish.  Bottom  anglers 
have  fared  the  best,  but  in  order  to  achieve  any  success 
they  have  been  compelled  to  use  the  finest  tackle,  baited 
with  maggots  on  a  small  hook.  The  waters  rented  by 
the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society  at  Wingfield  have 
jrielded  several  brace  of  nice  trout.  Visitors  to  the 
Derwent  have  obtained  a  fair  amount  of  sport,  bottom 
anglers  fishing  with  maggots  aoc  junting  for  the  greater 
number  of  fish.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have 
been  fairly  well  patronised  by  a-^  glera  from  Sheffield  and 
other  places,  atd  in  the  Darley  Dale  Club  waters  a  lot  of 
nice  fish  have  been  taken.  Locally  the  best  sport 
has  been  obtained  in  the  Loxley,  which  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  river  Sheaf  in  the  affections  of  Sheffielders. 
Both  in  the  stream  and  in  the  dams  adjacent  a  lot  of 
capital  fish  have  been  killed.  The  opening  of  the  season 
in  the  Hollow  Meadows  Reservoir  has  not  provided  any 
sport  of  an  unusual  character.  There  is  some  talk  of 
re-stocking  portions  of  the  river  Sheaf,  which  was  depleted 
of  trout  by  the  cleansing  of  a  dam  some  time  ago. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  between  the  Sheffield 
Anglers'  Association  atd  the  Peterborough  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, whereby  the  Sheffield  anglers  wUl  enjoy  the  privi- 
leges of  fishing  in  the  river  Mene  on  the  payment  of  the 
same  entrance  fee  as  the  Peterborough  members. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

By  the  decision  given  in  the  Divisional  pourt  of  Queen's 
Bench  recently,  the  question  whether  or  not  the  public 
have  the  right  to  angle  in  the  non-tidal,  but  navigable, 
parts  of  the  river  Severn  has  been  determined,  and  in  a 
manner  predicted  in  these  notes  some  time  ago.  It  was 
held  that  prescriptive  right  to  fish  could  not  be  acquired 
by  the  public,  and,  further,  that  the  Act  of  Geo.  IIL,  upon 
one  clause  of  which  reliance  had  been  placed,  could  not 
bear  the  construction  that  had  been  placed  upon  it — 
namely,  that  public  fishery  rights  were  thereby  conferred. 
The  result  of  the  case  is  that  the  magistrates,  whose 
decision  had  been  appealed  against  by  the  Shropshire 
Association,  will  have  to  reverse  such  decision  and  convict ; 
and  it  follows  that  the  fishery  rights  are  vested  solely  in 
the  owners  of  the  land  adjoining  the  river.  Public  rights 
can  only  exist  where  the  river  runs  past  public  property, 
as  in  several  places  at  Shrewsbury.  The  decision  of  the 
.Justices  of  the  Queen's  Bench  appears  absolute;  facts, 
especially  legal  ones,  are  stubborn  things,  and  the  angling 
public  will  have  to  8  cc=*pt  the  verdict,  unpleasant  though 
it  rnay  be,  with  good  grace.  The  right  of  the  Shropshire 
Association  to  control  the  greater  part  of  the  fishing  in 
the  Severn  in  their  county  has  been  upheld,  and  anglers 
generally  will  do  well  to  make  whatever  terms  are 
possible  under  the  circumstances.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
association  will  be  ready,  on  their  part,  to  make  con- 
cessions to  the  coarse  fish  angler,  for  it  would  be  a  sorry 
necessity  if  the  river  were  closed  against  them.  By 
cordial  co-operation  the  Shropshire  Association  and  the 
angling  public  might  vastly  improve  the  fast  failing 
fisheries  of  the  upper  Severn.  For  the  last  few  years  a 
state  of  confusion  has  existed,  owing  to  the  nncertainty  of 
the  legal  position  of  the  association  ;  meanwhile,  the  river 
has  been  neglected,  pike  and  chub  swarm  in  every  part, 
salmon  and  trout  have  bsen  practically  extermioated,  and, 
if  steps  be  not  taken  to  net  them  out,  grayling,  roach, 
dace,  and  other  fish  will  share  the  same  fate.  Very  little 
can  be  accomplished  by  the  association  as  it  is  at  present 


constituted ;  and  anglers  generally  will  be  well  advised  it 
they  now  take  out  membership  tickets  and  enable  the 
association  to  set  up  a  proper  system  of  river  management, 
in  place  of  the  conditions  of  neglect  and  chaos  which  have 
so  long  existed.  The  anglers  of  the  Thames  have  set 
an  example  which  could  be  followed  with  the  greatest 
advantage.  There  is  room  for  the  coarse  fish  angler  as 
well  as  for  the  trout  fisher ;  but  the  extermination  of 
predatory  fish  is  essential  if  anything  is  to  be  done  in  the 
common  good. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  continue  in  first  class  condition,  but  not 
much  has  been  done  among  the  game  fish,  for  anglers  are 
waiting  for  warmer  weather.  Nights  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly chilly,  several  degress  of  frost  being  registered 
on  some  of  them.  Some  of  the  days  have  been  very  fine 
and  sunny,  and  flies  more  abundant  on  the  water,  the 
Stone  Fly  and  Yellow  Dun  showing  up  well,  and  on  the 
Teme  the  trout  rose  well  at  them,  and  with  the  Blue  Dun 
were  the  best  flies  of  the  week.  On  other  waters  Iron 
Blue  and  Blue  Dun  are  given  as  the  best.  Anyway,  some 
very  nice  fish  were  creeled,  and  the  fish  are  getting  in 
very  good  condition.  There  has  been  a  great  number  of 
anglers  fishing  the  Severn  for  coarse  fish  during  the  week,  and 
some  members  of  clubs  have  been  reported  for  doing  so,  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  the  District  Association,  and  the  matter 
will  be  brought  before  the  committee  at  a  special  meeting, 
to  be  held  at  the  Plough  Inn  on  Saturday  evening  next, 
the  13th  inst.,  when  the  matter  will  be  thoroughly  gone 
into.  Much  satisfaction  is  expressed  by  anglers  in  this 
district  that  the  Court  of  Appeal  has  decided  that  it  is  not 
necessary  for  coarse  fish  anglers  to  take  a  trout  Tcence 
if  they  are  fishing  for  coarse  fish  only.  This  his  been  a 
vexed  question  between  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  and 
anglers  for  some  time,  and  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion has  been  most  anxious  to  have  the  matter  decided. 
On  several  occasions,  when  the  board  have  been  worsted 
before  the  magistrates,  they  have  asked  for  a  case  for 
the  higher  court,  but  failed  each  time  to  go  on  with  it. 
An  angler  at  Kynesham  was  summoned  before  the 
magistrates  for  fishing  without  a  licence,  and  the 
cas3  dismissed,  the  magistrates  being  satisfied  he 
was  fishing  for  coarse  fish.  The  case  was  before  the 
Court  of  Appeal  on  Monday  last.  The  case  was  well 
argued.  Mr.  Justice  Channell  said  the  magistrates  said 
the  man  was  fishing  for  coarse  fish,  and  how  could  the 
Court  say  they  were  fishing  for  trout.  The  appeal  must 
be  dismissed.  Mr.  Justice  Charles  agreed,  and  the  case 
was  dismissed.  It  will  lead  to  a  great  reduction  in  the 
funds  of  more  than  one  fishery  board,  and  of  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  in  particular,  which  the  loss  of  licence  duty 
has  already  much  affected.  All  clubs  would  gladly  pay 
for  a  licence  if  the  board  would  protect  their  sport,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  it  will  lead  to  a  better  understanding 
between  the  board  and  the  rapidly  increasing  number  of 
anglers,  for  the  board  cannot  work  without  funds. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Ply  fishers  have  experienced  most  unfavourable  times, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  north-easterly  winds,  and  from 
day  to  day  results  have  varied  considerably.  On  the  whole, 
the  rivers  have  yielded  fairly  gratifying  sport  with  the 
artificial  fly  and  the  minnow.  In  the  Ure  (Ripon  district) 
there  has  been  excellent  water  for  spinning,  and  several 
baskets  of  from  ten  to  eighteen  trout  were  reported  at  the 
close  of  last  week.  The  Partridge  Bloas  have  accounted 
for  some  i  ice  fish  in  the  Hawes  water,  and  fair  sport  has 
been  obtained  both  by  fly  anglers  and  bottom  fishers 
about  Leyburn.  Good  baskets  of  trout  were  recently 
taken  on  the  Otley  banks  of  the  Wharf  e,  the 
most  enticing  flies  being  the  Winter  and  March  Browns, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Orange  and  Yellow  Partridges. 
It  is  surmised,  in  accounting  for  the  scarcity  of  flies  on  the 
water,  that  the  floods  a  few  months  ago  washed  the 
larvoe  from  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  prospects  for 
angling  on  the  Wharfe,  Ure,  Swale,  and  Nidd  have 
improved  with  the  change  of  the  wind  and  temperature, 
the  north-east  wind  at  the  time  of  writing  having  given 
way  to  southern  breezes  and  far  more  spring-like  condi- 
tions than  have  prevailed  of  late.  Reports  generally 
show  a  settling  down  of  the  waters,  and  the  trout  streams 
should,  if  no  untoward  meteorological  conditions  assert 
themselves,  yield  better  sport  than  has  been  obtained  for 
.  some  time.  Harrogate  Club  waters  are  in  fine  trim  for  all 
kinds  of  angling.  A  number  of  rods  have  been  out  since 
minnow  fishing  opened,  and  good  results  have  accrued. 
The  long  stretches  of  the  Nidd  have  yielded  capital  fish- 
ing, more  than  usually  weighty  baskets  having  been  made. 
Visitors  have  done  well  with  the  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe, 
Spanish  Needle,  and  Orange  Partridge.  The  fly  has 
risen  earlier  sinaa  the  east  wind  subsided.  Should  the 
cold  return,  from  ten  to  two  o'clock  will  be  the  best 
time  to  anticipate  the  fly. 


THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  Thames  Re-stocking 
Association  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  at  Carr's 
Restaurant,  265,  Strand,  W.C.  'The  president  of  the 
association,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Biokerdyke "), 
occupied  the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior  ("  Red  Spinner  "),  Messrs.  W.  H.  Gate  (Caxtonian 
Angling  Society),  P.  G.  Littlewood  (hon.  treasurer), 
F.  H.  Amphlett,  ,6.  R.  Clarke,  A.  Drinkwater,  G.  P. 
Andress,  C.  W.  Littlewood,  T.  Lyne,  A.  W.  H.  Marsom, 
A.  R.  Matthews,  W.  A.  Smelt,  H.  G.  Hankins  (hon. 
secretary),  and  other  gentlemen. 

The  usual  loyal  toasts  having  been  duly  honoured,  Mr. 
F.  U.  Amphlett  proposed  the  "  Thames  Re-stocking 
Association.  He  said  he  was  pleaded  to  see  present 
that  evening  so  many  gentlemen  who  were  present  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  association,  a  fact  which  showed  that 


their  interest  in  the  qnestion  of  re-stocking  the  Thames 
had  not  diminished.  He  maintained  that  the  Thames 
Re-stf  eking  Association,  and  those  responsible  for  its 
management,  had  no  desire  to  interfere  with  older 
re-stocking  and  preservation  societies. 

The  toast  having  been  drunk  with  enthusiasm,  Mr, 
C.  H.  Cook,  in  reply,  said  that  since  the  idea  of  the 
hatchery  had  been  started  a  large  number  of  people  who 
had  previously  taken  an  interett  in  the  question  of 
maintaining  the  stock  of  Thames  fish  had  come  to  him  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  scheme  would  succeed.  He 
quite  expected  they  would  have  some  difficulty  in  getting 
the  money,  but  they  meant  to  go  on  until  the  whole  of  the 
money  needed  was  subscribed.  (Applause.)  But  they 
not  only  wanted  funds,  they  wanted  to  orfate  a  feeling  of 
brotherhood  amongst  all  clafses  of  anglers.  At  present 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  jealousy  between  angling  societies 
and  preservation  societies,  but  he  hoped  this  would  cease, 
and  that  a  healthy  spirit  of  determination  to  work 
together  for  the  common  good  of  the  Thames  would 
prevail.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  W.  Senior  next  gave  the  toast  of  the  "  President," 
and  in  doing  so  he  said  the  Thames  Re-stocking  Associa- 
tion were  fortunate  in  having  a  man  of  the  stamp  of  Mr. 
Cook  as  their  president.  He  had  known  Mr.  Cook  very 
many  years,  and  he  had  always  found  that  when  he  took 
up  a  scheme  he  worked  away  at  it  until  it  became  an 
accomplished  thing.  He  was  pleased  to  see  they  were 
going  to  try  and  start  a  hatchery  on  the  Thames,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  be  successful  in  raising  the  necessary 
funds.  (Applause.) 

Other  toasts  were  the  "  Officers,"  proposed  by  Mr.  T. 
Lyne,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Hankins  (hon, 
secretary)  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Littlewood  (hon.  treasurer),  and 
the  "  Press,"  proposed  by  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  and 
acknowledged  by  Mr.  Senior. 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  programme  was 
carried  out  by  Messrs.  W.  H.  Cate,  A.  W.  H.  Marsom, 
Drinkwater,  G.  P.  Andress,  and  others. 

Hon.  Repoeter. 


MAIDENHEAD,  COOKHAM,  AND  BRAY 
THAMES  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  was  held 
at  1,  Park-street,  Maidenhead,  on  April  29.  Mr.  H.  W. 
Russell,  C.A.,  presided.  The  minutes  of  the  last  half- 
yearly  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  the 
annual  report  and  balance-sheet  were  presented  and 
adopted.  From  the  report  it  is  gathered  that  in  May  last 
year  the  association  turned  in  twenty-one  brace  of  good 
trout  averaging  lib.  in  weight,  and  that  the  improvement 
in  the  perch  still  steadily  continues,  both  as  regards  size 
and  quantity.  The  committee  are  most  anxious  that 
the  association  should  be  strengthened  by  the  addition  of 
new  subscribers.  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell  was  re-elec'ed  presi- 
dent, and  the  following  vice-presidents  were  also  re-elected, 
viz. :  Lord  Boston,  V.  W.  B.  Van  de  Weyer,  Esq.,  Capt. 
Oliver  Young,  R.N.,  M.P.,  Col.  Ricardo,  and  Ernest 
Gardner,  Esq.  Messrs.  H.  W.  Russell,  R  Goolden,  H. 
Hoare,  J.  J.  Jonas,  F.  D.  Lambert,  R.  Nicholson,  A.  N. 
Gilbey,  and  F.  Brewer  were  chosen  as  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Alfred  Fossick  was  re  appointed  as  solicitor, 
and  Mr.  C.  H.  Ricks  as  secretary  to  the  association.  The 
head  bailiff  (Mr.  Harry  Wilder)  reported  with  regard  to 
trout  that  some  very  good  fish  had  been  seen,  and  that 
there  was  a  prospect  of  a  good  season.  The  river  was 
well  stocked  with  coarse  fish  of  all  kinds.  The  meeting 
closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  auditors,  Messrs.  R.  D. 
Lee  and  W.  Naylar. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Pedagogue. — If  you  write  to  "  J.  S.  N.,"  35,  Harring- 
ton-square, N.W.,  you  will  probably  get  the  information 
you  require. 

H.  P.  Satlock. — June  16  wUl  be  the  opening  day  of 
the  Thames  coarse  fishing  season.  Unlike  the  Lea,  eels 
may  not  be  taken  during  the  fence  months. 


CotwsyDnirmt 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.1 


A  TROUT  THAT  DID. 
Sir, — Mr.  Dewar,  in  "  The  Book  of  the  Dry  Fly,"  and 
Mr.  Halford,  in  "  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  agree  in  the  opinion 
that  it  must  be  an  extremely  rare  event  for  a  trout  to 
allow  itself  to  be  netted  after  getting  clear  of  the  hook. 
The  story  of  a  trout  that  did  may,  therefore,  be  worth  the 
telling. 

In  1869  I  was  fishing  with  a  friend  one  evening  on  the 
Avon  at  Salisbury.  It  had  become  too  dark  to  see  the 
rise  when  I  joined  my  companion  just  as  he  was  into  a  fish 
of  some  size.  After  a  longish  encounter,  characterised 
rather  by  a  display  of  stubborcn  ss  than  of  dash,  the 
hitherto  unseen  fish  was  brought  near  to  the  spot  where  I 
was  ready  with  the  net.  Almost  in  the  same  moment  I 
caught  sight  of  a  good  trout,  saw  the  line  go  slack,  and 
heard  my  friend,  in  a  sad  tone,  exclaim,  "  He's  off."  I 
was  just  able  to  reach  far  enough  to  slip  the  net  under  and 
bring  to  grass  the  unhooked  fish.  Never  were  two 
anglers  more  astonished  than  were  we  at  this  piece  of  good 
luck,  which,  of  course,  was  a  fluke.  The  defunct  scaled 
a  few  ounces  over  41b  ,  was  in  excellent  condition,  and  pink 
fleshed,  the  latter  quality  not  being  common  to  trout  in 
that  water.  I  should  add  that  he  was  floating  right  way 
up  at  the  time  of  disaster  and  success  ;  whether  he  had 
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been  on  his  side,  and  happened  to  roll  to  the  normal  pose 
just  for  the  moment,  is  a  question  for  speculation. — Yours 
obediently,    Bipiscatoe. 

PIKE  "  HANGING  ON  "  TO  WEEDS. 

Dear  Marston, — I  was  interested  on  reading:  your 
review,  in  last  week's  FLfhing  Oazette,  of  Sir  Edward 
Grey's  book  on  fly  fishing.  At  page  302,  Fishing  Oazette, 
you  speak  of  the  author's  conviction  "  that  trout  at  times, 
when  they  rush  into  a  weed  bed,  hang  on  to  the  weeds  with 
their  teeth;"  and  the  editors — i.e.,  the  Marquis  of 
Granby  and  Mr.  George  A.  B.  Dewar — say  "  it  would 
surely  be  hard  to  over-estimate  the  importance  to  the 
angler,  and  the  interest  to  the  naturalist,  of  this  theory." 

Tou  and  I  have  noticed,  when  fishing  together,  that 
pike,  while  fighting  for  liberty  and  life,  do  sometimes  take 
hold  of  weeds  with  their  teeth.  You  will  no  doubt 
remember  my  hooking  a  large  pike — it  was  181b. — in  that 
weedy  backwater  just  above  Holme  Bridge,  river  Frome, 
Dorset,  and  how  it  held  on  for  some  minutes  to  the 
bottom.  I  had  hard  work  to  get  it  loose,  and  when 
you  gaffed  the  fish  for  me  its  jaws  were  tightly  clenched 
on  a  bunch  of  weeds.  A  similar  thing  happened  to  our 
friend,  Edwin  Frost,  when  angling  with  me  at  the  large 
pool  near  Wareham  Bridge.  He  was  snap  fishing  far  out 
in  the  middle  of  the  river.  A  large  pike  took  his  live 
bait,  and  dived  down  into  12ft.  of  water,  and  held  on  for  at 
least  ten  minutes.  When  landed  the  fish  had  in  the  grip 
of  its  closed  jaws  abun.-h  of  weeds  bigger  than  my  doubled 
fists. — Yours  sincerely,    Alfred  Jardine. 

PISHING  IN  CO.  LEITRIM,  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sib, — I  would  be  very  grateful  if,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Fishing  Oazette,  you,  or  any  reader,  could 
give  me  the  address  of  a  reliable  owner  of  boats  and 
fisherman  in  or  near  Kinlough,  co.  Leitrim,  Ireland.  I  am 
going  there  in  July  with  a  party  who  intends  to  fish  Lough 
Melvin,  and  wants  information  regarding  familiar  flies  and 
other  lures.  I  also  want  to  have  bnats  and  lodgings 
provided. — Yours  truly,    Young  Angler. 

PISHING  NEAR  LOWESTOFT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  propose  spending  a  week  or  two  at 
Lowestoft  in  July,  and  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you 
would  advise  me  as  to  the  best  rivers  or  broads  to  fish, 
and  whether  the  tackle  used  there  is  the  same  as  used  on 
Thames  or  Lea. — Yours  truly.  Hills. 


COOPER'S  FANCY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  pleased  to  forward  a  pattern  of 
Cooper's  Fancy  to  Mr.  A.  Roland  Upoher  if  he  will  favour 
me  with  his  address. — Yours  truly,        J.  E.  Miller. 


Dear  Sir, — This  fly  can  only  be  obtained,  correc  ly 
dressed,  from  myself.  I  brought  it  out  three  seasons  ago, 
and  have  used  it,  fishing  one  fly  only,  on  every  water  I 
have  visited  with  great  success,  killing  more  fish  than 
I  ever  did  before.  I  use  it  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  the  season,  rarely  changing  it,  and  it  kills  as  well  wet 
as  dry.  One  evening  last  August,  fishing  in  the  Derwent 
here,  I  put  it  over  four  fish,  rising  one  above  another  in 
the  stream,  and  hooked  and  landed  all — a  trout,  grayling, 
dace,  and  a  roach. 

Mr.  P.  Walbran,  Leeds,  writing  on  Sept.  14, 1898,  hasthe 
courtesy  to  acknowledge  the  origin  of  this  fly,  by  saying, 
"  'This  fly,  which  I  believe  is  an  emanation  of  your  active 
brain,  I  am  besieged  with  orders  for." 

I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Mr.  Dale,  Hanley,  to  the 
same  effect.— Yours  faithfully,  Henry  Cooper. 


NETTING  FUND. 
Dear  Sir, — Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  following  sums  :  West  Green  A.S._,  13s  (second 
donation) ;  Clissold  A.S.,  Ss.  (second  donation),  and  Is. 
Queen's  Piscatorials. — Yours  faithfully, 

Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Treasurer). 


TROUT  AND  PIKE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir,— If  "Pike,"  "Pedagogue,"  and  "J.T.," 
whose  letters  appeared  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette, 
will  communicate  with  me  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  them 
full  particulars  as  to  the  sport,  &c.,  obtainible  here.  As 
I  am  the  recognised  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Oazette, 
your  English  friends  may  count  on  getting  from  me  most 
reliable  information  regarding  fishing  of  all  kinds  on  the 
Shannon  and  its  lakes,  both  here,  at  Killaloe,  and  else- 
where along  the  river. — Yours  faithfully, 

S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  co.  Clare, 
Ireland.   


TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  AND  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  query  of  "  J.  T."  and 
"  Pedagogue  "  for  good  trout  fishing  in  last  issue  of  your 
paper,  might  I  venture  to  suggest  Lough  Melvin,  still 
unrivalled  for  trout  angling  ?  Bracing  air,  lake,  and 
mountain  scenery.  Dapping  with  "  daddys  "  in  August 
is  really  a  success.  Cheap,  clean,  and  comfortable  lodgings 
can  hi  had  near  the  lake.  If  the  above  named  send  their 
addreBses  to  me  I  shall  be  pleased  to  furnish  all  informa- 
tion required  gratis. — Yours  faithfully, 

RoBsfriar,  Kinlough,  co.  Leitrim.      P.  Gallagher. 


DkarSir, — "J.  T."  would  find  a  comfortable  inn,  with 
very  fair  trout  fishing  in  the  river  Yore,  the  Bain,  and  in 
a  small  lake  called  Semerwater,  if  he  makes  his  head- 
quarters at  the  Rose  and  Crown  Hotel,  Bainbridge, 
Wensleydale.  I  have  so  frequently  called  attention  to  this 
beautiful  district  in  the  Fiahing  Oazette  and  other  news- 
papers, that  its  features  must  by  this  time  be  well  known. 
Respecting  Bainbridge,  II.  Speight,  in  his  work  of 
"  Romantic  Riuhmondshire,"  savs  :  "  The  approach  to 
Bainbridge  is  most  inviting,  and  the  houses  composing  the 


village  are  ranged  round  a  spacious  and  pleasant  green. 
There  are  several  interesting  old  buildings,  including  the 
hall,  and  an  ancient  and  commodious  hostelry,  the  Rose 
and  Crown,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  an  inn  since 
the  old  Forest  days.  The  doorway  had  formerly  a  good 
Norman  arch,  and  above  the  porch  (a  late  work)  was 
formerly  a  stone  bearing  in  raised  letters  the  date  1445. 
Adjoining  the  inn  was  an  old  house,  which  was  rebuilt 
much  in  the  original  style  a  few  years  ago,  and  has  in  front 
of  it  a  Greek  and  Latin  inscription.  On  the  green  are  the 
remains  of  the  old  stocks,  which  have  not  been  used  for 
over  sixty  years.  The  last  occasion,  I  am  told,  on  which 
they  were  put  into  use  was  when  a  tinker  named  Jos. 
Swales  and  his  wife  (a  riotous  couple)'  for  being  drunk  and 
disorderly,  were  committed  to  sit  in  them.  One  of  the 
most  romantic  excursions  from  Bainbridge  is  into  Raydale, 
where  the  visitor  may  obtain  a  peep  at  lonely  Semerwater, 
a  beautiful  silvery  expanse  lying  in  the  bosom  of 
sequestered  hills,  remote  from  the  busy  world  and  its 
tribulations.  The  lake  ordinarily  covers  a  space  of  about 
100  acres,  but  after  rains,  the  banks  being  low,  it  some- 
times swells  to  nearly  double  that  area.  Its  greatest 
normal  depth  is  about  40ft.,  and  the  walk  round  it  is  from 
three  to  four  miles.  The  marshy  flats  and  banks  abound 
in  rare  plants,  and  the  ornithologist,  too,  will  find  the 
retired  mere  the  haunt  of  many  a  rara,  avis.  Its  waters 
abound  in  fish,  which  in  former  times,  as  appears  by 
ancient  surveys  of  Richmondshire,  were  of  considerable 
value ;  in  Edward  I.  (1281)  being  valued  at  40b.  yearly 
(about  £30  of  present  money),  though  in  the  time  of 
Edward  III,,  a.d.  1340,  it  is  returned  as  of  no  value 
'  because  it  cannot  be  let,  nor  any  profit  made  of  it,' 
doubtless  owing  to  the  devastation  caused  by  the  border 
raids  after  Bannookburn."  Rudd  and  bream  are  particu- 
larly plentiful  in  the  lake,  and  sometimes  during  storms 
numbers  of  these  fish  are  left  high  and  dry  on  land,  having 
been  blown  from  the  shallows  about  the  margins.  Rudd 
sometimes  collect  about  the  sides  of  the  lake  in  such 
numbers  thit  it  has  been  possible  to  rake  scores  together 
out  of  the  water  with  a  hay  rake.  There  are  also 
thousands  of  crayfish,  and  trout  are  fairly  numerous.  The 
fishing  is  owned  by  the  Wensleydale  Angling  Association, 
and  day  tickets,  2s.  6d.  each,  may  be  had  at  Aysgarth 
station,  or  from  the  secretary  at  Askrigg.  The  season  is 
from  March  16th  to  October  Ist.  A  good  deal  of  interest 
centres  round  Semerwater.  It  was  from  the  large  boulder 
at  its  foot,  known  as  the  Carlow  Stone,  that  the  artist 
Turner,  the  greatest  of  England's  landscape  painters,  drew 
his  unrivalled  view  of  the  lake. 

The  story  is  that  the  stone  nami  d  (which  is  said  to 
bear  supernatural  marks)  was  one  of  many  hurled  by  some 
despairing  genius  of  this  remote  valley  upon  a  city  that 
once  stood  here,  which  was  renowned  for  its  pride  and 
selfishness.  Another  legerd  of  similar  import  relates  how, 
once  on  a  time,  a  poor  but  God-fearing  man  (some  say  he 
was  an  angel  in  disguise)  entered  this  wicked  place,  then 
overflowing  with  wealth  and  abundance,  and  failing  to 
obtain  either  food  or  shelter  at  any  house  save  that  of  the 
poorest  tenant  in  it,  he,  after  a  little  deliberation,  walked 
up  the  hillside  above  the  poor  man's  cottage,  and,  raising 
his  hand  heavenwards,  then  exclaimed  : 
"  Semerwater  rise,  Semerwater  sink. 

And  swallow  all  the  town,  save  this  1-itt'e  house 
Where  they  gave  me  meat  and  drink." 
No  sooner  said  than  the  proud  and  uncharitable  city,  with 
all  its  inhabitants,  sank  out  of  sight,  and  a  body  of  water 
gradually  rose  and  spread  over  the  site.    As  the  legend 
runs : 

' '  They  tell  how  once  a  busy  town 

Stood  where  these  waves  are  flowing, 
The  streets  are  hidden  where,  far  down. 
The  lily  roots  are  growing." 
But  the  saint's  blessing,  be  it  known,  rested  upon  the 
poor  man  and  his  wife,  and  they  ever  afterwards  prospered  ; 
"  Nor  did  it  reach  to  them  alone. 
But  reached  to  son  and  daughter. 
Until  the  land  was  all  their  own 
Around  lake  Semerwater." 
The  Crown  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  Messrs.  Kendall 
and  Chierici,  formerly  of  the  Bruce  Arms,  Tanfield,  and 
wall  known  to  many  Yorkshire  anglers.    Mr.  Chierici  is 
an  expert  angler,  and  will  gladly  give  "  J.  T."  or  any  other 
brother  piscator  every  advice. — Yours  truly, 

J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Angler's  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Dear  Sir, — If  some  of  your  many  readers  and  con- 
tributors know  anything  about  ealmon  fishing  in  British 
Columbia,  I  am  sure  they  will  be  kind  enough  to  provide 
me,  without  delay,  with  all  the  hints  that  they  consider 
useful  to  a  would-be  angler  in  those  parts. 

Any  information  whatever  on  this  point,  provided  it 
were  reliable,  of  course,  would  be  most  acceptable  ;  and 
it  could  not  be  too  extensive  or  too  detailed  for — Yours,  &c. , 
  Would-be  An«ler, 


SOFT  DRESSING  FOR  A  LINE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me  a 
recipe  for  dressing  an  eight  plait  silk  line  for  spinning  for 
salmon,  to  be  need  on  a  patent  casting  reel  ? 

The  line  is  loosely  plaited,  and  I,  of  course,  wish  to  have 
a  soft  dressing.  Thanking  you  for  past  favours. — Yours, 
&c.,    Iron  Blue. 

FISH  TO  PAINT  FROM  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — In  venturing  to  ask  a  favour  of  you,  I  feel 
sure  you  will  oblige  me  if  jou  can  do  so.  I  am  making  a 
series  of  water-colour  drawings  of  British  fish.  Many  of 
the  common  species  I  take  here,  but  it  takes  more  interest 
than  I  have  to  get  specimeng  of  char,  grayling,  sea  trout, 


&c.,  which  frequent  the  northern  lake  district.  Would 
you  object  to  insert  a  note  from  yourself  asking  any  friend 
to  send  one  specimen,  when  it  can  be  spared,  to  me  direct, 
and  any  expense  I  will  repay. —  Believe  me,  yours  very 
faithfully,  A.  Wheeler. 

71,  Queen's  Road,  Clifton,  Bristol. 

[We  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  any  of  our  readers 
who  will  assist  Mr.  Wheeler  to  complete  his  drawings  of 
our  fresh-water  fish. — Ed.] 


GREEN  DRAKE— "  THINGS  BELATED  OR 
OTHERWISE." 

Dear  Sir, — Many  of  your  readers  may  be  glad  to  know 
that  a  few  Green  Drake  have  been  showing  on  Lough 
Derg,  and  as  the  weather  is  now  brilliantly  fine  and  warm, 
and  looks  "  set  fair,"  the  fly  will,  no  doubt,  be  "  up  "  in 
its  thousands  by  the  end  of  this  week  ;  so  "  dappers  " 
look  sharp !  \ 

The  lake  is  some  4in.  above  summer  level,  and  the  nights 
cool  and  keen,  but  for  which,  I  am  sure,  the  rise  would 
now  be  well  on. 

It  surprised  me  to  learn  from  "  Mona's  "  letter  in  last 
week's  Fishing  Oazette,  that  the  Caddis  Fly  or  large  Pale 
Sedge  Fly,  which  so  abounds  in  the  Shannon  at  Killaloe, 
is  called  the  May  Fly  by  local  anglers.  I  never  heard 
it  so  called,  and  I  am  a  local  angler.  It  is  called  the 
Cinnamon,  Sedge,  or  Rail,  and  is  a  first  cousin  of  the 
Lough  Ree  Fly  Mona  "  makes  mention  of,  which  is  also 
a  Caddis  Fly. 

The  latter  fly  is  well  known  on  Lough  Derg,  and  is 
locally  called  the  Olive,  or  Dark  Olive,  or  Rail.  It  makes 
its  appearance  when  the  May  Fly  is  on  the  wane,  and  is 
taken  as  evidence  that  the  dapping  is  practically  over.  I 
entirely  dffer  with  "  Mona  "  when  he  says  it  is  "  in  shape 
a  Stone  Fly  in  miniature,"  for  this  Caddis  Fly  has,  like 
all  its  family,  sloping  wings  of  a  roof-like  shape,  whereas 
the  Stone  Ply  has  absolutely  flat  wings. 

He  says  the  Stone  Fly  is  called  the  "  Mullah."  In  this 
he  is  doubly  astray.  There  is  no  such  fly  locally  known  as 
the  "  Mullah."  He  probably  means  the  "  Murragh," 
derired  from  "mur,"  or  "  mor,"  the  Irish  for  large  or 
great.  The  Murragh  is  a  very  large  Sedge  or  Cinnamon 
fly,  much  larger  than  the  Stone  Fly,  and  appears  later 
on  in  the  season  than  the  Stone  Fly.  The  Stone  Fly  is 
known  to  very  few  of  our  local  anglers,  for  it  scarcely  ever 
takes  to  wing,  and  lies  hidden  under  flat  stones  on  the  lake 
shore.  The  Stone  Ply  is  of  the  Perlidse  family,  whilst  the 
Murragh  is,  I  believe,  the  Phryganea  grandis  Of  the 
Trichoptera  ;  so  one  could  not  be  confused  with  the  other. 

The  Stone  Fly  appears  about  a  week  or  two  before  the 
Green  Drake.  When  I  find  the  orange  tip  butterfly 
skimming  the  road  hedges  I  look  out  for  the  Stone  Fly, 
and  the  brimstone  butterfly  arrives  with  the  Green  Drake. 
I  send  you,  this  post,  specimens  of  the  Stone  Fly,  picked 
up  on  the  shore  of  Lough  Derg  the  past  few  days,  and  you 
can  say  if  it  is  or  not  the  Stone  Fly  proper. 

I  generally  try  a  few  days'  dapping  with  the  Stone  Ply, 
if  the  weather  suits,  before  the  Green  Drake  is  on,  and 
it  will  also  kill  near  the  shore  by  being  sunk  under  water 
with  a  small  shot  on  the  cast. 

I  also  enclose  a  specimen  fly,  which  I  imagine  is  the 
Yellow  Sally.  I  found  it  on  the  Nenagh  river  last  week. 
It  is  a  most  killing  fly  when  out  if  the  weather  _  be  at  all 
breezy,  but  I  can  never  get  a  good  artificial  imitation.  Mr. 
Halford  says  it  is  not  relished  by  trout,  in  which  I  must 
respectfully  differ  from  him,  but  then  I  fish  the  pattern 
wet  in  preference  to  dry,  which  makes  all  the  difference  ! 
The  WUlow  Fly,  or  Hare's  Ear  and  Claret,  to  give  it  its  local 
name,  is  a;lso  the  most  deadly  killer  as  a  dropper  in  the 
montlis  of  March  and  April,  when  the  natural  fly  hatches 
out  in  large  numbers  on  our  local  rivers. 

By  the  way,  in  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology  "  it  is  stated  that 
the  Stone  Fly  inhabits  rapidly  flowing  water.  How  then  is 
it  so  numerous  on  certain  rocky  shores  of  Lough  Derg, 
where  there  is  practically  no  flow  ?  The  male  fly  (wingless) 
is  very  scarce  in  proportion  to  the  female.  Not  one  male 
to  thirty  females  cin  be  met  with. 

"  Mona  "  can  at  the  present  time  find  the  larva  of  the  May 
Fly  in  the  mud  or  sandy  shallows  of  Lough  Derg.  I  do 
not  think  it  burrows  into  banks,  but  even  in  rivers  lives 
in  the  mud  or  sandy  bottoms  under  water,  on  a  shallow, 
perhaps,  for  preference. — Yours,  &c.,  Oirmuhan. 

Nenagh.   

FISHING  NEAR  GAL  WAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents 
kindly  answer  the  following  questions  ? 

1.  Is  there  a  decent  hotel  to  stay  at  in  the  town  of 
Galway  ? 

2.  Is  this  a  good  time  to  fish  in  the  river  Corrib  and 
lake  for  salmon,  trout,  and  sea  trout  ? 

3.  What  does  one  have  to  pay  for  salmon  fishing ;  and 
from  whom  does  one  have  to  get  leave  to  fish  on  Corrib  ? 

4.  Do  the  fish  one  lands  belong  to  oneself,  or  has  one  to 
surrender  them  to  the  proprietor  ? 

5.  Is  there  any  other  good  fishing  near  Galway  with 
convenient  and  decent  hotel  close  by  ?  Any  other  informa- 
tion gladly  received. — Yours  truly,  X. 

FISHING  IN  SUTHERLANDSHIRB. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  whether 
during  the  first  fortnight  in  June  I  am  likely  to  get  good 
loch  fishing  in  Sutherlandshire  (fly),  also  what  places  are 
recommended  ?  I  should  expect  on  going  so  far  north  to 
get  bttter  sport  and  bigger  trout  than  can  be  obtained  by 
travelling  a  lefs  distance.  Am  I  likely  to  be  disappointed  ? 
Preference  would  be  given  to  a  spot  where  a  little  salmon 
or  grilse  fishing  might  be  obtained  at  a  modeiate  diily 
charge,  particularly  if  wading  were  not  absolutely 
necessary.  Are  the  hotels  likely  to  be  empty  so  early  in 
the  year  ?  I  don't  want  to  be  the  only  guest,  as  I  may 
have  to  take  my  fishing  holiday  alone.  Any  information 
I  may  obtain  through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Oazette 
I  shall  be  grateful  for.— Yours,  &o.  Volunteer. 
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MR.  JAMES  OGDEN'S  ARTIFICIAL 
MAY  FLIES. 


Mr.  Jame.s  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street, 
Cheltenham,  makes  superb  artificial  May  Flies, 
and  uses  a  special  hook,  which  suits  the  purpose 
admirably,  and  does  not  overweight  the  fly,  as  so 
many  of  the  hooks  used  in  May  Flies  do. 
Among  some  lovely  samples  sent  us  by  Mr.  James 
Ogden  we  must  mention  the  famous  "  Marquis  " 
pattern,  which  killed  so  well  last  season.  Some 
anglers  use  one  favourite  pattern  of  May  Fly,  and 
stick  to  it,  saying,  if  the  fish  will  not  take  it  they 
will  take  nothing  else  ;  but  we  have  often  killed 
fine  trout  which  had  refused  an  artificial  of  a 
light  shade  with  one  with  dark  wing  and  strongly 
marked  dark  body,  like  the  "  Marquis,"  and  vice 
versa,.  We  have  also  found  it  a  good  plan  when 
there  is  a  lot  of  natural  fiy  on  the  water,  and  the 
fish  only  pick  out  a  few  of  those  floating  over  them, 
to  use  an  artificial  which  is  much  lighter  than  the 
natural  in  colour,  or  if  that  is  very  light  then  a 
dark  pattern.  Of  course,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
endeavour  to  call  the  fish's  special  attention  to 
your  fly  in  this  way  if  he  is  taking  all  he  can  get. 

It  would  be  difficult  indeed  not  to  be  able  to 
pick  out  of  Mr.  James  Ogden's  beautiful  variety 


of  patterns  something  to  suit  the  taste  not  only 
of  trout,  but  of  far  more  fastidious  anglers.  They 
bear  examination  with  a  magnifying  glass.  To 
describe  the  dressings  would  be  giving  them 
away ;  but  we  particularly  recommend  the  *.'  Mar- 
quis," with  dark  body  and  grey  wing,  and  ditto 
with  light  body  and  light  wing — also  the  winged 
and  hailed  spent  gnats. 

The  winged  patterns  for  floating — and  none 
beat  them  in  this  respect — are  6s.  per  dozen  ; 
and  the  hackled,  for  wet-fly  fishing,  are  4s.  per 
dozen. 


HEWETT  WHEATLEY^S  PRACTICAL 
HINTS  AND  DAINTY  DEVICES 
FOR  THE  SURE  TAKING  OF  TROUT, 
GRAYLING,  &c. 


In  1849  Messrs.  Longman,  Brown,  Green,  and 
Longmans  published  one  of  the  best  and  most 
original  books  on  fly  fishing  and  spinning  ever 
written. 

Wheatley's  little  book  is  called  "  The  Rod  and 
Line  ;  or.  Practical  Hints  and  Dainty  Devices  for 
the  Sure  Taking  of  Trout,  Grayling,  &c."  It  is 
beautifully  illustrated  with  hand-coloured  steel 
engravings,  and  I  can  advise  anyone  who  comes 
across  a  copy  to  secure  it ;  it  has  long  been  out 
of  print. 

Flies  Dressed  on  Eyed  Hooks  Fifty 

Years  Ago. 
Wheatley  ought  to  have  lived  and  fished  nearly 
half  a  century  later  than  he  did,  for  he  would 
have  delighted  in  the  "  dainty  devices,"  to  use  his 
own  words,  of  the  dry-fly  fisher.  That  he  was  in 
advance  of  his  time  seems  clear  from  the  fact 
that  he  had  eyed  hooks  made  to  dress  his  flies  on  ; 
and  most  beautiful  eyed  hooks  too — small,  slightly 
tumed-up  eyes  on  the  most  perfect  of  Limericks, 
also  special  long-shank  eyed  hooks  for  May  Flies, 
beetles,  &c.  Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  one  of 
my  correspondents,  Mr.  H.  Longfield,  of  Broad 
View,  Mallow,  Ireland,  I  have  in  my  possession  a 
fly  and  a  caterpillar  dressed  by  Wheatley  on  his 
eyed  hooks,  and  given  by  him  to  Mr.  Longfield  in 
1856.  I  referred  to  this  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  in 
September,  1884,  after  there  had  been  much 
correspondence  on  the  question  of  eyed  hooks, 
which,  for  dry-fly  fishing  purposes,  were  re- 
invented by  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  and  Mr.  George 
Bankart. 

The  caterpillar  has  a  piece  of  gut  still  attached 
to  the  eye,  and  the  knot  used  is  the  same  as  that 
which  I,  nearly  thirty  years  later,  christened  the 
"Turle  Knot,"  after  Major  Turle,  who  first 
showed  it  to  me  when  I  was  fishing  with  him  on 
the  Test. 

Here  are  Wheatley's  reasons  for  using  eyed 
hooks,  written  in  1849,  or  exactly  half  a  century 
ago. 

"  The  beetles  are  used  like  the  artificial  fly  ;  but  I  think 
they  kill  best  when  allowed  to  float  gently  down  the 

stream  I  generally  use  them  made  on  hooks 

having  a  fine  eye  at  the  extremity  of  the  shank.  In  fact, 
I  very  commonly  make  all  flies,  large  and  small,  on 
similar  hooks ;  a  practice  which  wUl  doubtless  be  much 
scouted  by  many  anglers.  Nor  shall  I  attempt  to  per- 
suade anyone  to  adopt  it,  though  it  possess  the  advantage 
of  enabling  me  to  use  either  fine  or  thick  gut  with  the 
same  fly.  It  is  far  more  durable,  for  when  the  fly  is  tied 
on  gut,  the  gut  is  very  soon  so  worn  as  to  be  unsafe,  and 
the  fly  consequently  valueless.  Besides,  in  an  ordinary 
sized  snuff-box,  I  carry  to  the  river  300  flies — a  compres- 
sion of  material  with  which  I  am  well  pleased,  more 
especially  as  each  is  separate,  and  available  without 
trouble. 

"  Should  the  good-natured  fishing  public  ask  for  a  second 
edition,  I  may,  perhaps,  give  more  details  on  this  subject ; 
for  it  is  somewhat  of  a  pet,  though  not  exactly  the  child  of 
our  old  age  ;  rather  the  mistress  of  our  youth,  and  the 
friend  of  our  riper  years,  combining,  aa  Keats  most 
correctly  sings, 

'  The  bread  of  friendship,  and  the  wine  of  love,' 
Exhilaration  and  snstenance — the  excitement  of  sport,  and 
its  fruits." 

Unfortunately  no  second  edition  was  called  for 
— Wheatley  was  in  advance  of  his  time  ;  and 
quite  likely  the  anglers  of  the  old  school  resented 
his  somewhat  caustic  style,  and  called  his  "  dainty 
devices  "  fads. 

Did  Wheatley  Invent  the  Red  Tag  ? 

I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  that  he 
did  not,  for  among  the  flies  which  he  figures  in 
colour  on  Plate  V.  is  one  which  he  says  he  has 
never  seen  used  by  others,  and  it  is  an  exact 


representation  of  the  famous  Red  Tag,  which 
has  slain  so  many  thousands  of  grayling  and 
trout,  and  here  is  Wheatley's  dressing  : 

Body. — Peacock  herl.  (He  does  not  say  so,  but 
his  illustration  shows  it  is  green  herl.) 

Hackle. — Plain  red. 

Tail. — The  tips  of  two  feathers  from  the  head 
of  the  crimson  crow.  Not  more  than  the  sixth 
of  an  inch,  at  most,  need  be  shown. 

Hook.— No.  12. 

Exact  Colour  Imitation. 
Mr.  Smurthwaite  (whose  essay  on  exact  imita- 
tion of  the  natural  colour  of  flies  I  noticed  last 
week)  doubtless  knows  Wheatley's  book — if  not, 
I  am  sure  he  would  be  delighted  with  it — for 
Wheatley  also  carried  a  magnifying  glass  when 
fishing  to  aid  him  in  discovering  "  the  true  colour 
of  the  living  insect."  He  adds :  "  I  esteem  the 
colour  of  the  fly's  body  of  far  greater  importance 
than  that  of  the  wing.  .  .  .  What  may  appear 
the  right  colour  when  looking  down  upon  it,  may 
be  found  wrong  when  viewing  it  between  the  eye 
and  the  light — the  way  in  which  fish  must,  from 
their  position  beneath  the  object,  always  see  it. 

Did  Wheatley  Invent  the  "  Alexandra  " 
Salmon  Fly? 

On  p.  128  he  says : 

"I  consider  the  great  perfection  of  a  salmon  fly  to 
consist  in  its  life-like  motion  ;  I  mean,  that  in  moving  it 
through  the  stream,  by  short  jerks,  the  wings  shall  very 
visibly  collapse,  and  suddenly  resume  the  position  they 
present  to  the  eye  when  out  of  water  and  dry.  This 
double  motion  of  the  winga  looks  more  life-like  than  any 
mere  movement  of  the  whole  bait,  and  it  is  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  fly  by  drawing  it  quickly  toward  yon  for 
a  few  inches,  stopping  suddenly,  and  again  drawing.  This 
will  not  only  give  motion  to  the  whole  mass,  but  a 
seemingly  separate  motion  to  the  wings,  exhibiting,  there- 
fore, a  more  lively  appearance  of  the  whole  than  can  be 
given  by  any  other  means.  Fig.  3,  Plate  VIII.,  ia  incom- 
parably the  best  fly  with  which  I  am  acquainted  for  pro- 
ducing this  effect;  the  play  of  the  peacock's  strands  ia 
perfection." 

He  tells  us  that,  in  consequence  of  the  success 
Capt.  Russell  had  with  this  fly  "  this  spring " 
(1849),  it  has  been  christened  "  The  Captain." 

Plate  VIII.,  fig.  3,  is  a  Red  "  Alexandra,"  thus 
dressed : 

Body. — Bright  red  worsted.  Rib  with  a  strand 
of  black  ostrich  and  rather  fine  gold  alternately. 

Wings. — From  a  dozen  to  twenty  strands  of  the 
peacock's  tail  feather.  A  few  of  the  bright  green 
strands  from  the  sword  feather  of  the  peacock 
may  be  laid  over  them. 

Hackle. — Brightest  golden  pheasant's  tippet 
feather  under  the  wings. 

Tail. — Red  and  yellow. 

The  common  "Alexandra"  has  usually  a  silvery 
body,  but  the  red  and  gold,  as  described  by 
Wheatley,  was  a  favourite  variation  with  the  late 
Dr.  Brunton,  who  used  the  "  Alexandra  "  with 
most  deadly  effect — of  course  on  waters  where  its 
use  was  allowed. 

Wheatley  in  his  "  Introduction "  says :  "  My 
book  may,  in  some  measure,  be  ccmsidered  a 
sequel  to  Mr.  Ronalds's  '  Fly  Fisher's  Ento- 
mology.' Most  admirably  has  he  fulfilled  his 
intentions  by  producing  the  best  work  extant  on 
the  imitation  of  the  natural  fly.''  Wheatley 
supplements  this  natural  every- day  fare  with 
tit-bits  and  sauce  piquante — "  a  sort  of  cayenne  to 
a  jaded  appetite" — and  he  certainlj'  gives  some 
most  killing  dressings. 

There  has  been  some  correspondence  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  recently  about  "  Cooper's  Fancy." 
Here  is  Wheatley's  dressing  of  a  fly  not  very 
unlike  it,  viz.,  "  dark  claret  body  hackled  with  a 
small,  very  pale  sea  swallow's  feather." 

"  Dark  claret "  for  body  has  always  been  a 
favourite  with  me,  and  for  many  years  past  Mrs. 
Richardson,  of  Kingston,  has  di-essed  for  me  a 
fly  with  gut  body  stained  a  dark  claret  colour, 
medium  starling  wing,  with  soft  dai'k  blue  hen's 
hackle  at  shoulder,  and  ditto  tail.  Wheatley 
says,  and  says  most  truly,  "  There  is  one  colour 
which  enters  far  too  sparingly  into  the  com- 
position of  our  flies,  and  that  is  dark  claret  or 
tortoiseshell,"  and  he  points  out  that  many  flies 
are  dressed  with  black  bodies  which  should,  if 
natvire  were  copied,  be  "  dark  claret  colour."  On 
the  Itchen  we  used  formerly  often  to  notice  a 
beautiful  dun  with  a  body  of  this  dark  claret — 
almost  port  wine  colour.  It  has  not  been  so 
common  of  late  years,  though  I  was  glad  to  see  some 
again  last  season.    I  think,  with  Theakston,  that 
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the  nature  of  tbe  soil,  &c  ,  in  which  the  eggs  are 
hatched  and  the  larvae  feed,  has  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  the  colour  of  the  body  of  the  fly.  If  the 
nature  and  colour  of  the  food  of  trout  affects  the 
colour  of  their  flesh,  as  it  undoubtedly  does,  why 
should  not  the  same  apply  to  the  colour  of  water 
flies.  Worms  dug  out  of  a  light  sandy  soil  are  of 
a  light  sandy  colour ;  out  of  a  rich  dark  soil,  a 
dark  colour.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is  quite 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  flies  hatching  from  a 
stretch  of  bright  sandy  gravel  will  be  more  of  the 
amber  tint  in  a  tortoiseshell ;  and  those  hatching 
from  a  dark  rich  loam  or  peaty  bed,  of  the  dark 
claret  colour  in  a  tortoiseshell.  For  the  same 
reason,  or,  rather,  for  another  reason,  the  warmth 
of  the  sun  will  hatch  out  flies  on  a  dark  bed  of 
the  river  sooner  than  on  a  light  bed,  because  a 
dark  substance  absorbs  and  a  light  one  reflects 
heat.  This  is  only  "  speculation,"  but  I  think  it 
may  well  have  something  to  do  with  the  fact  that 
on  different  days  we  get  hatches  of  the  same  fly 
varying  much  in  shades  of  colour.  What  is  the 
best  imitation  of  the  wing  and  body  of  the  Iron 
Blue  Dun  ?  The  natural  fly  has  a  dull  soft  violet 
blue  tint  most  difficult  to  imitate,  and  the  body 
has  the  same  tint,  with  a  dash  of  purple  in  it. 

I  should  like  to  see  samples  of  a  really  natural 
artificial  Iron  Blue.  R.  B.  Marston. 


MR.  J.  R.  RICHARDSON'S  "CORRIE" 
WHOLE  CANE  TROUT  ROD  AND 
NATURAL  ALDERS. 


In  our  Christmas  number  we  gave  an  illustra- 
tion of  Miss  M.  A.  B.  Corrie  and  the  little  trout  rod 
with  which  she  killed  a  191b.  salmon  in  Scotland 
last  autumn. 

In  a  letter  we  had  from  Mr.  Corrie  at  the  time, 
he  said :  "  The  best  fun  we  had  was  when  my  little 
daughter,  who  was  fishing  for  sea  trout,  hooked  a 
clean  run  salmon  of  191b.  Luckily  I  had  fitted 
her  up  with  a  pretty  strong  line,  but  it  took  her 
forty -five  minutes  to  kiU  the  fish  on  her  feather- 
weight rod — a  10ft.  whole  cane,  made  by  Mr.  J.  R. 
Richardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames.  I  am  now 
a  firm  believer  in  the  strength  and  '  recovery ' 
of  whole  cane  rods  made  by  '  J.  R.  R.'  The  wee 
rod  bent  until  the  only  part  of  it  which  did  not 
point  straight  at  the  fish  was  some  3ft.  6in.  of  the 
butt.  The  rod  came  perfectly  straight  almost 
directly  the  strain  on  it  was  released,  and  shows 
no  sign  of  hard  usage,  though  it  has  since  killed 
a  good  sized  grilse  and  a  lot  of  sea  trout." 

The  following  is  a  description  of  this  powerful 
little  rod,  which  is  thoroughly  well  made,  and 
suited  to  either  wet  or  dry  fly  fishing  : 

Length,  10ft.  4Mn.  Weight,  9^oz.  (this  can  be 
reduced  to  T^oz.,  if  desired,  without  loss  of  power, 
Mr.  R.  says).  The  rod  is  in  two  joints,  with  snake 
rings,  the  butt  being  whole  cane,  with  solid 
universal  winch  fittings,  and  the  top  is  best  selected 
greenheart.  It  is  an  excellent  rod  in  every  way, 
and  the  price  (258.)  is  very  moderate. 

"The  Alder  is  plentiful.  No  May  Fly  at 
present."  So  writes  a  keeper  of  a  Hertfordshire 
water,  which  we  hope  to  visit  shortly  and  renew 
our  acquaintance  with  the  innocent  ubiquitous 
Alder,  a  favourite  on  every  river,  and  one  of  the 
most  deadly  of  the  standard  trout  flies.  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Richardson,  of  57,  High-street,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  makes  Mr.  Chas.  Walker's  dressing  of 
the  Alder  admirably,  with  the  wings  put  on  as 
carried  by  the  natural  fly,  and  with  the  nice 
little  fat  brown  body  wonderfully  imitated. 
We  have  asked  Mrs.  Richardson  to  make  for 
us  some  Duns  with  a  similar  body.  Mrs  R.  says 
many  of  her  customers  had  great  sport  last  season 
with  Mr.  Walker's  clever  dressings  of  the  Alder 
•and  the  other  flies,  &o.,  described  by  him  in  his 
very  suggestive  and  interesting  work,  "  Old  Flies 
in  New  Dresses ;  or,  How  to  Dress  Flies  with  the 
Wings  in  the  Natural  Position,  and  Some  New 
Wet  Flies."  We  believe  all  the  artificial  flies 
from  which  the  illustrations  in  this  work  were 
done  were  specially  dressed  for  it  by  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Richardson,  who  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
fly-tyers  living,  and  always  ready  to  carry  out  the 
buggestions  of  custoraei-s  as  far  as  practicable. 


.  "  Lochs  and  Loch  Fishinu  "  is  the  title  of  a 
work  which  Mr,  Jiaiaiah  Hay  Stuart,  who  has  had 
great  experience  in  the  matter,  has  in  the  press. 


SWEDEN  AS  A  FISHING  GROUND. 


Nearly  three  years  ago  (July  18,  1896)  X 
wrote  a  few  lines  as  to  angling  in  south-eastern 
Norway,  and  perhaps  a  word  or  two  as  to  Sweden 
as  a  fishing  ground  might  not  be  unacceptable. 
The  southern  districts  of  the  two  countries  are 
much  alike  in  this  respect,  and  the  rivers  as  a  rule 
abound  in  fish. 

The  chief  centres  in  Sweden  of  the  gentle  art 
are  Falkenburg,  Laholm,  and  Alfkarleby  for 
salmon ;  also  the  Norrland  rivers  and  lakes,  where 
great  quantities  of  salmon  trout,  grayling,  &c., 
dwell.  The  fish  of  the  inland  lakes  are  both  easy 
to  catch  and  much  prized  for  their  flavour,  and 
the  perch  are  in  most  parts  of  a  very  fine  quality. 
Strangers  must  obtain  leave  from  the  proprietor 
of  the  fishing  ;  it  is  only  in  the  sea  and  in  the 
still  virgin  Lapland  that  angling  can  be  indulged 
in  without  let  or  hindrance. 

FuU  particulars  as  to  the  fishing  may  be 
obtained  by  subscribing  to  the  Swedish  Touring 
Club,  Stockholm,  at  the  nominal  cost  of  3s.  6d.  a 
year.  No  intending  visitor  to  Sweden  should  fail 
to  become  a  member  of  this  wonderfully  well- 
organised  club,  which  affords  all  information  that 
can  possibly  be  required,  at  its  chief  office,  and  400 
branches;  constantly  opens  up  new  routes,  and 
erects  shelter-huts  and  sign-posts;  ensures  reduced 


the  middle  of  May,  and  in  North  Sweden  as  late 
as  the  end  of  June ;  the  close  is  respectively  in 
September  and  August.  F.  E.  Longlbt. 


THE  SALMON  ANGLING  SEASON. 


"  Dead  failure "  but  poorly  expresses  the 
unfortunate  results  which  have  attended  the 
season's  netting  operations.  There  is  no  previous 
record  so  low ;  and  when  this  is  the  case  at  the 
various  sea,  river,  and  estuary  netting  stations,  it 
cannot  be  much  better  at  any  of  the  great  salmon 
angling  centres  further  inland.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  certain  fisheries  on  the  Dee,  in  Aberdeen- 
shire, and  one  or  two  of  the  smaller  rivers  in 
Sutherlandshire,  the  spring  salmon  angling  season 
has  been  almost  as  dead  a  failure  aU  over  as  the 
netting  season  has  been ;  and,  whatever  may  be 
the  cause,  or  causes,  there  is  no  blinking  the  fact 
that  a  serious  crisis  has  been  i-eached  in  the 
present  conditions  of  Salmo  solar.  The  retui-ns 
of  Scotch  salmon  sent  up  to  Billingsgate  for 
April  may  be  taken  as  an  authoritative  criterioji 
of  the  present  state  of  matters.  In  1898  616 
boxes  were  received  at  the  London  market  from 
across  the  Border  for  April,  and  this  was  15  per 
cent,  below  the  normal  average.  For  the  same 
period  this  year  only  522  boxes  were  sent  up, 


Trollhattan  :  GuLLo  AND  Toppo  Falls 
From  Photo  by  Axel  Sjoberg  and  Co. 


charges  at  many  hotels;  issues  beautifully 
illustrated  pamphlets  free and  in  every  way 
studies  the  comfort  of  the  tourist.  Full 
particulars  from  the  Secretary,  Stockholm. 

Gothenburg,  the  nearest  port  to  England,  is,  to 
my  mind,  the  best  point  by  which  to  enter  the 
country  ;  and  the  best  route,  to  my  way  of  think- 
ing, is  by  the  "Thule"  line,  one  of  the  fine  steamers 
of  which  leaves  Tilbury  every  Friday  morning. 
(Full  particulars  may  be  had  of  Phillipps  and 
Graves,  Botolph  House,  Eastcheap,  London.) 

From  Gothenburg  every  part  of  Sweden  may 
be  easily  reached,  and  innumerable  excursions 
made ;  one  of  the  most  notable  is  to  TroUhattan, 
whose  celebrated  falls  (or  weirs)  are  seven  in 
number,  altogether  112  feet  in  height.  They  are 
called  the  GuUo,  Stampeztom.  Helvetes  (three), 
and  Toppo,  the  highest,  44ft.  Of  two  of  these  we 
give  an  illustration. 

Of  course  there  is  not  room  here  to  give  any 
details  of  the  country  and  its  beauties,  but  a  very 
full  description  may  be  obtained  in  Philip  and 
Son's  "  Sweden  "  (Fleet  Street,  5s.),  to  which  1  can 
cordially  refer  my  readers,  and  am  certain  that  a 
holiday  trip  to  "  Sunny  Sweden " — outside  its 
angling  facilities — would  amply  repay  them.  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  summer  (of  course  the 
best  time  for  touring),  begins  in  South  Sweden  in 


being  one-sixth  less  than  the  previous  bad  year  ! 
The  season  from  Tay  to  Thurso  is  now  over  for 
spring  fish,  and  netsmen  will  have  to  depend  on 
the  summer  run  of  grilse  and  the  few  summer 
and  early  autumn  fish  as  their  future  supplies  to 
make  up  past  deficiencies.  It  simply  cannot  be 
done,  however  prolific  the  grilse  run  may  turn 
out,  and  from  present  appearances  it  need  not  be 
looked  for. 

The  returns  up  to  date  from  many  of  the 
largest  fishing  stations  have  not  paid  the  men's 
wages,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  record  rates  ruling 
for  the  price  of  salmon.  The  rent,  tear  and  wear 
of  plant,  and  interest  on  capital  expended  have 
all  as  yet  to  be  made  up.  The  tear  and  wear  has 
been  soinething  enormous,  and  here  we  may  look 
for  one  of  the  mysterious  causes  of  the  present 
slump  in  our  salmon  supply.  Everything  about 
the  ways  of  solar  is  more  or  less  mysterious  and 
speculative,  and  so  we  may  be  pardoned  if  we 
speculate  a  little  too.  The  storms  on  the  east 
coast  have  often  been  more  violent,  but  they  have 
never  been  more  protracted  than  has  been  the 
case  during  the  past  three  months  in  the  memory 
of  the  oldest  fisherman.  The  wind  has  been 
"  airted "  wrongly  ever  since  the  early  days  of 
February.  It  has  been  a  continued  series  of 
easterly,  north-easterly,  or  south-easterly  winds, 
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with  scarcely  two  days  on  end  from  any  more 
favourable  point.  Whatever  be  the  controlling 
cause,  fish  make  off  the  east  coast  in  an  easterly 
wind — not  only  salmon,  but  all  kinds  of  fish. 
Added  to  this  is  the  fact  that  whenever  there  was 
a  break  in  the  easterly  direction  of  the  wind,  a 
fresh  impetus  was  given  to  the  salmon  trade,  and 
supplies  began  to  flow  in.  The  only  marked  runs 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  Dee,  and  slightly  in 
the  Spey,  have  come  away  at  those  times,  and 
these  are  the  fish  that  are  now  affording  anglers 
sport  in  the  inland  pools. 

That  the  severe  winter  weather  of  four  years 
ago  (189.5-96)  has  much  to  do  vrith  our  poor 
supplies  of  salmon  at  present  we  doubt  very  much, 
and  in  this  we  are  not  alone.  No  doubt  the  rivers 
being  so  long  icebound  during  that  memorable 
spring,  was  not  conducive  to  the  protection  and 
furthering  of  the  salmon  ova  and  fry,  but  that  is 
a  contingency  which  occurs  frequently,  and 
although  more  damage  may  have  been  done  from 
ice  and  frost  than  in  a  normal  year,  yet  those  who 
have  had  any  practical  experience  of  how  nature 
protects  sahnon  and  other  deposits  of  a  like 
.  nature,  place  no  reliance  in  any  such  belief.  The 
meteorological  returns  of  the  spring  of  '99  will 
have  to  be  looked  to  mainly  as  contributing 
to  the  dead  failure  of  the  salmon  supply. 
What  affects  the  fisherman  equally  affects  the 
angler  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  when  it 
comes  to  be  so  serious  a  falling  off  in  the  salmon 
supply,  the  rodsmen  may  well  feel  uneasy  as  to 
the  prospects  of  his  sport.  In  fact,  in  the  lower 
half  of  such  a  river  as  the  Dee,  where  sport  has 
been  exceedingly  bright  otherwise,  scarcely  a  fish 
is  being  got.  They  are  not  on  the  coast,  and  they 
have  not  been  coming  away  in  anything  like 
numbers  to  fully  stock  the  pools.  What  fish 
have  been  running  through  the  nets,  or  getting 
away  with  the  Sunday's  slap,  have  kept 
travelling,  so  that  while  on  such  reaches  as 
the  Ballater,  Glentana,  and  Aboyne  waters 
five,  six,  and  even  nine  fish  are  being  got  daily  to 
a  single  rod  ;  yet  on  the  Park,  Drum,  and  Culter 
reaches  only  an  occasional  fish  is  being  seen. 
As  the  temperature  advances,  the  fish  run  higher 
up,  and  in  a  season  like  the  present  we  would 
certainly  look  for  a  good  summer  fishing  on  the 
very  far  inland  waters,  and  we  have  no  hesitation 
in  recommending  intending  anglers  to  hold  well 
upstream.  What  salmon  are  already  into  the 
rivers  are  gradually  congregating  in  these  pools, 
and  their  forces  will  be  constantly  augmented 
with  every  fresh  spate. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  present 
appearances  point  to  a  successful  grilse  season. 
Several  of  these  maiden  salar  were  secured  about 
three  weeks  ago,  two  on  the  Don  stations,  two  at 
Portsoy,  in  the  Moray  Firth,  one  at  Aberdeen, 
and  two  on  the  South  Esk.  They  scaled  from 
241b.  to  31b.,  these  being  considered  extra  weights 
for  first  fruits  of  the  season.  Since  then,  one  and 
two  have  been  got  daily,  but  it  is  somewhat  too 
soon  yet  to  look  for  any  great  run  of  them. 
Another  fortnight  from  now,  and  we  may  expect 
to  be  in  the  thick  of  the  early  grilse  season  on 
the  Feugh  and  such  like  feeders,  where  they  first 
make  their  appearance  to  the  angler  in  anything 
like  numbers. 

The  quality  of  the  salmon  has  been  excellent 
all  through.  Anglers  have  seldom  seen  such 
models.  Scarcely  a  lean  fish  has  been  met  with, 
and  disease  has  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 
Water  bailiffs  say  they  have  not  met  with  so  few 
diseased  fish  on  such  rivers  as  the  North  Esk, 
Don,  and  Spey  since  the  disease  was  so  prevalent 
some  years  back ;  while  the  number  of  affected 
fish  taken  from  the  Dee  up  to  date  is  only  sixty- 
nine  as  against  360  or  so  last  year — a  mere 
nothing  when  compared  with  the  vast  shoals  con- 
stantly teeming  all  over  its  ninety  miles  course. 
Very  few  have  been  met  with  on  either  the  Earn 
or  Tay,  and  we  may  now  confidently  rest  assured 
that  we  have  at  last  seen  the  worst  of  the  ravages 
of  Baprol'jjnia  ferax,  and  that  we  may  fish  our 
salmon  pools  without  the  horrid  dread  of  every 
second  fish  being  a  fungoid  brute  to  be  thrown  to 
the  dogs. 

The  fly  has  been  the  killing  lure  on  the  Dee 
and  on  such  rivers  as  have  yielded  anything  like 
fair  sport.  The  larger  patterns  have  been  dis- 
carded long  ago,  and  even  the  medium  irons  have 
now  given  place  to  those  tiny  mites  of  salmon 
hooks,  which  seem  the  special  delight  of  the  up- 
to-date  salmon  angler.     Shade  of  Jock  Scott ! 


What  would  he  have  said  to  killing  a  3.5-pounder 
with  an  imitation  of  his  inimitable  lure  dressed  to 
a-quarter  inch  or  three-eights  iron  ?  Yet  this  was 
the  case  on  the  Thurso  last  week ;  and  although 
the  Loggie,  Jeannie,  Jockie,  Cocky,  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  brood  of  bantams  are  more  popular  on 
the  Thurso,  Ness,  Spey,  and  Dee  than  the  real 
Jock  Scott,  yet  they  are  mostly  imitations,  and 
are  never  used  after  this  time  on  anything  bigger 
than  a  half -inch  iron.  G.  M. 


AN  AUTOMATIC  POACHING  SPRING 
FISH  HOOK. 


A  PATENT  has  been  granted  to  James  Y. 
Payton,  of  Waldron,  Ark.,  for  a  novel  spring 
hook,  which  is  constructed  to  close  and  catch  a 
fish  when  the  bait  has  been  seized. 

The  fish  hook  comprises  two  spring  grab  hooks 
connected  at  their  central  bends  and  two  spring 
bait  hooks  pivoted  to  the  grab  hooks  and  arranged 
symmetrically  with  relation  to  each  other.  When 
set,  the  hooks  all  lie  in  the  same  horizontal  plane, 
the  bait  hooks  holding  the  grab  hooks  distended, 
as  shown  by  the  full  lines  in  the  illustration.  As 
each  pair  of  hooks  is  maintained  in  unstable 
equilibrium,  the  hooks  can  be  readily  tripped  by 
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the  fish,  by  a  slight  pull  upon  the  bait  hook,  by 
clamping  or  biting,  or  by  causing  a  displace- 
ment of  the  abutting  bait  hooks.  The  hooks' 
action  depends  upon  the  tendency  of  the  springs 
to  free  themselves.  Following  this  tendency  the 
external  grab  hooks,  when  the  bait  has  been 
seized,  approach  each  other,  unless  one  of  them 
be  obstructed.  But  the  obstruction  of  the  one 
in  its  forward  movement  has  no  effect  upon  the 
other,  since  each  hook  acts  independently  by  the 
tension  of  its  spring.  The  dotted  lines  show 
the  grab  hooks  in  the  act  of  closing  upon  a 
fish,  the  bait  hooks  projecting  forwardly  into 
the  mouth  of  the  fish,  thus  doubly  securing 
it. — Scientific  American. 

[In  the  old  fishing  books  spring  hooks  to  fly 
open  when  a  fish  takes  the  bait  are  described  and 
iUuBtrated ;  but  our  grandfathers  condemned  them 
as  poaching  dodges  unworthy  of  a  sportsman. 
And  so  they  are. — Ed.  F.  C?.] 


ANTI- ANGLING  MOVEMENT  IN 
GERMANY. 


We  understand  that  the  professional  fishermen 
in  Germany  are  combining  to  destroy  the  sport 
of  angling  in  the  German  Empire. 

If  they  are  successful,  angling  even  in  private 
waters  is  to  be  restricted  to  fishing  with  a  oork 
float  with  line  fastened  to  end  of  rod,  no  spinning, 
fly  fishing,  or  any  other  kind  of  angling  is  to  be 
legal,  and  even  the  use  of  the  winch  is  to  be 
illegal. 

Fortunately,  the  Emperor  of  Germany  is  a 
sportsman,  and  wUl  never  allow  such  absurd  sug- 
gestions to  become  law — at  least,  we  should  think 
not. 


NATURAL  PLIES,  LARV^,  &c. 
We  have  to  thank  many  of  our  readers  for 
sending  samples  of  the  above  from  rivers  and 
lakes.  They  will  be  identified  by  recognised 
authorities  including  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Eaton,  and 
described  later  on  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


May  Flt  peom  the  Beane.— Mr.  C.  L.  Gill, 
of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  sent  us,  on 
May  15,  a  live  May  Ply,  caught  the  previous  day 
on  the  Beane,  in  Herts.  The  body  is  a  very  dull, 
dark  olive. 


DEATH  OF  THE  AUTHOR  OF 
"A  COTSWOLD  VILLAGE." 

With  much  regret  we  have  heard  of  the  sudden 
death,  from  failure  of  the  heart  after  an  operation 
last  Saturday  (May  13),  of  Mr.  .loseph  Arthur 
Gibbs,  author  of  "  A  Cotswold  Village,"  which 
was  published  last  autumn  by  Mr.  John  Murray, 
and  had  an  imusual  but  well  deserved  success,  for 
it  is  one  of  the  most  charming  pictures  of  English 
country  life  ever  written. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  who  was  only  31,  was  educated  at 
Eton  and  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  was  well 
known  in  Gloucestershire  as  a  keen  angler, 
hunter,  and  shot.  His  first  attempt  in  literature 
consisted  of  some  articles  on  the  laying  down  of 
cricket  grounds,  which  appeared  in  the  Field,  and 
were  afterwards  brought  out  in  book  form. 

Very  recently  we  referred  to  "A  Cotswold 
Village  "  as  follows :  "  We  can  strongly  recom- 
mend it  as  one  of  the  best  books  about  country 
life — hunting,  shooting,  fishing,  &c. — that  we  have 
ever  read." 


THE  EXACT  SHADE  OF  COLOUR 
THEORY. 

The  exact  shade  of  colour  theory  is  so  fasci- 
nating to  the  mind  that  one  would  naturally  wish, 
if  one  could,  to  accord  it  unconditional  belief. 
But  the  practical  angler  finds  that  if  he  set  him- 
self to  reconcile  this  theory  with  the  facts,  the 
facts  will  at  times  provide  him  with  hard  nuts  to 
crack.  Let  me  take  one  or  two  examples  from  my 
own  experience. 

In  September  every  year  there  comes  daily  upon 
the  Itchen  a  rise  of  small,  pale,  maggot-coloured 
Duns  with  legs  of  a  pale  ginger  hue.  One  would 
infer  that  Little  Marryatt,  No.  1  Whitchurch, 
Flight's  Fancy,  or  Ginger  Quill  was  the  proper 
selection  for  the  occasion,  but  my  experience  is 
that  the  fly  for  the  occasion  is  invariably  the  Blue 
QulU,  which  bears  no  resemblance  to  the  natural 
fly. 

Again,  on  the  9th  May  I  was  fishing  perhaps 
the  most  difficult  length  of  that  difficult  river  the 
Itchen.  From  about  eleven  till  one  there  was  a 
tremendous  rise  of  a  pale  olive  which  would  have 
been  well  represented  by  a  lightish  Blue  Quill 
with  the  faintest  possible  tinge  of  onion  dye. 
The  trout  went  mad  over  it,  taking  it  under  water 
before  it  hatched;  big  fish  were  careering  about 
right  and  left,  and  feeding  furiously.  I  tried  every 
kind  of  light  olive  I  could  think  of,  and  the  Wick- 
ham,  Blue  Quill,  and  Red  Quill  in  vain.  In  the 
last  ten  minutes  it  occurred  to  me  to  put  up  a 
Green  Nondescript  on  two  cyphers.  The  first 
cast  produced  a  rise;  I  turned  over  the  fish 
without  fastening.  The  same  thing  occurred  at  the 
second  cast.  At  the  third  cast  I  rose  a  fish,  but, 
striking  too  hard,  lost  my  fly  to  him,  and  my  gut 
point. 

I  rigged  up  a  new  point,  and  put  on  a  fresh  Gi^n 
Nondescript,  and  tried  the  next  fish.  He  came 
at  the  first  offer,  but  I  failed  to  fasten,  and  only 
turned  him  over.  The  same  thing  occurred  at 
the  next  cast.  The  sixth  cast  proved  abortive ; 
but  at  the  seventh  I  hooked  a  big  fish  which  tore 
yards  off  the  reel,  and,  after  leaping  twice  into  the 
air,  took  refuge  on  the  far  side  of  a  heavy  bank  of 
weeds,  from  which  I  failed  to  dislodge  him,  and 
in  a  few  moments  my  fly  came  back  to  me.  By 
this  time  the  rise  was  over,  ceasing  with  extra- 
ordinary suddenness,  and  I  had  not  another 
chance. 

Now,  here  was  an  extraordinary  instance  of  the 
trout  rejecting  good  imitations  and  coming  (short, 
indeed,  speaking  generally,  but  stiU  coming)  at  a 
fly  which  bore  no  resemblance  to  that  on  which 
they  were  feeding.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who 
may  not  know  it,  I  may  mention  that  the  Green 
Nondescript  is  a  fly  dressed  thus  : 

Wing. — Medium  starling. 

Body. — Dark  green  floss. 

Bib. — Flat  gold  tinsel. 

Hackle. — Red. 

Whisk.— Bo. 

Hook.—O,  00,  or  000. 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  such  instances.  On 
the  other  hand,  on  the  preceding  day,  when  a 
somewhat  similar  light  olive  with  ginger  legs  was 
coming  down,  I  put  up  a  No.  1  Whitchurch  with 
some  success,  the  fish  taking  it  willingly  when  I 
could  get  it  into  the  wind  to  them  under  my  own 
bank.  Val  Conson. 
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THE  "G.O.M."  MAY  FLY. 


The  populai'ity  of  this  famous  brand  of  May 
Fly  is  so  great  that  Messrs.  Ogden  Smith  (of  ti, 
Park  Side,  Hyde  Park  Corner,  London,  and  34, 
St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction)  now  make  it 
with  twelve  variations  in  the  dressing,  including 
the  original  two  (the  Light  Green  Drake,  with 
olive  hackle  and  gold  rib,  and  the  Grey  Drake, 
with  dark  hackle  and  gold  rib),  which  still  are  our 
favourites.  With  a  good  supply  of  these  two 
May  Flies  we  should  feel  safe  on  any  May  Fly 
water.  The  flies  are  so  delicately  light  that 
the  least  touch  of  oil  on  wing  and  body  (for 
it  is  a  mistake  not  to  oil  the  whole  fly,  in  our 
opinion)  makes  it  float  almost  on  the  points  of 
the  hackle  only ;  the  wings  arch  over  on  each  side 
well,  and  thus  act  as  a  parachute,  causing  the  fly 
to  fall  lightly  and  at  full  cock,  and  if  the  angler 
pulls  the  trigger  properly  at  the  signal  he  is  prettv 
sure  to  killa  good  proportionof  the  game  which  gees 
up  to  his  fly — to  miss  a  lot  in  May  Fly  fishing  is 
fortunately  inevitable — we  say  fortunately  because 
May  Fly  fishing  is  a  big  tax  on  any  water,  except 
in  those  bad  May  Fly  seasons  which  seem  to 
upset  the  angler's  liver  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 
To  say  the  truth,  there  is  one  feather  used  as  a 
hackle  in  these  patterns  which  we  do  not  like  in  a 
May  Fly,  and  that  is  bittern  or  bustard,  or  some- 
thing of  the  same  speckled  kind  ;  it  is  too  opaque 
and  thick,  and  hides  the  body  too  much,  as  the 
fibres  of  the  feather  cling  together,  instead  of 
each  standing  out  separately,  like  the  spines  on 
the  "  fretful  porcupine."  Excellent  hooks  with 
the  original  turned  up  eye  (which  we  always 
prefer,  though  there  is  no  diflierence  probably  in 
their  killing  powers,  whether  turned  up  or  down), 
make  one  confident,  not  only  in  the  rising,  but 
also  in  the  holding  quality  of  the  G.O.M.  Mays. 
Long  may  they  flourish  ! 


DEY-FLY  AND  WET-FLY  FISHING. 


I  HAVE  read  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford's  book  on 
" Dry-Fly  Fishing "  with  much  pleasure;  but,  in 
my  opinion,  many  anglers  who  fly-fish  for  trout 
and  grayling,  also  some  who  wi-ite  about  the 
advantages  of  dry-fly  fishing,  fi'et  their  theories 
to  shreds.  Much  can  be  adduced  in  favour  of 
dry-fly  fishing,  but  as  much,  or  more,  can  be  said 
for  wet- fly  fishing ;  both  have  their  advantages, 
under  varied  conditions  of  weather,  water,  wind, 
&c.  Dry-fly  fishing  does  admirably  when  the 
stream  is  not  too  rapid,  but  it  is  frequently  found 
that  more  trout  may  be  caught  in  most  rivers 
with  wet  fly,  and  with  less  labour.  As  for  myself, 
for  sixty  years  I  have  been  more  of  a  practical 
than  a  theoretical  fly  fisherman.  I  was  bom 
on  the  Kentish  Darenth.  From  twelve  years  of 
age  I  watched  the  methods  of  practical  anglers 
on  that,  the  Cray,  and  many  other  streams,  and 
I  don't  believe  the  art  of  angling  can  be  acquired 
from  books,  however  scientific.  From  1860  to 
1875  I  continually  fished  the  Wandle,  many  times 
having  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  on  that 
stream  the  author  of  "  Dry-Fly  Fishing  in  Theory 
and  Practice,"  and  from  the  model  of  his  green- 
heart  rod  I  had  an  exact  copy  made.  It  proved 
the  most  perfect  and  serviceable  10ft.  Sin.  trout 
rod  I  ever  used — strong  as  steel,  but  withal 
flexible.  With  it,  I  could  cast  a  line  straight  as 
pin-wire  into  the  "  wind's  eye,"  and  with  it, 
on  May  24,  1874,  I  killed,  in  the  Wandle, 
trout  of  31b.  lOoz,,  31b.  6oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  21b.  6oz., 
21b.  3o/..,  21b.  loz.,  21b.,  and  21b. ;  also  ten  others, 
weighing  together  121b.  8oz.  In  the  Oolne, 
May  23,  1882,  I  caught  ten  trout,  weighing 
181b.  6oz.,  the  largest  fish  21b.  5oz.,  and  smallest 
lib.  6oz.  All  the  above  were  caught  with  wet  fly 
— Small  Alder,  Cowdung,  and  Coachman — in  fact, 
the  fish  would  not  look  at  a  cocked-wing  fly, 
floated  dry,  ever  so  nicely.  A  wet  fly  can  be 
"  fished  "  either  downstream,  across,  or  upstream, 
if  the  angler  has  acquired  the  requisite  proficiency. 

Another  argument  in  favour  of  wet-fly  fishing 
is  that  a  sunk  fly  skilfully  cast  into,  and  worked 
through,  an  eddy,  or  along  and  down  a  swift 
"  run "  of  water,  where  a  dry  fly  would  drown* 
(probably  because  of  a  "  sagged  "  line),  will  often- 

*  If  thfi  fly  18  oiled  it  will  not  drown  as  long  as  you  can 
prevent  the  line  dragging — if  you  cast  an  oiled  dry  fly 
upetrearo,  even  into  a  rough  mill  tail,  it  will  float  all  right, 
and  fished  close  to  the  stone  work  is  often  very  deadly. — ^iii. 


times  be  seized  by  a  non-rising  trout,  and  the 
finest  and  best  conditioned  rule,  caught 

in  such  places  as  I  have  mentioned.  Therefore, 
whether  fish  are  rising  to  fly  or  not,  the  wet-fly 
angler  should  always  try  likely  places,  for,  as  the 
'■  gillie  "  said,  "  Mon,  ye'll  ne'er  catch  a  saumon, 
onless  y're  flee  is  in  the  watter."  Mr.  Halford 
seems  to  have  altered  his  opinion  about  "  trying 
likely  places,"  for  in  his  first  edition  he  advocates 
floating  a  fly  on  spec  over  a  likely  place,  even  if 
no  movement  of  a  feeding  fish  has  been  seen  there. 
This  he  has  expunged  in  his  new  edition,  which, 
however,  is  thoroughly  up  to  date,  as  he  mentions 
all  real  improvements  made  during  recent  years 
in  rods  and  tackles  used  for  trout  and  grayling 
fishing  ;  but  the  illustrations  of  "  How  to  Cast," 
such  as  plates  2,  3,  and  4  (the  overhand  cast),  and 
plates  6,  7,  and  8  (the  underhand  cast),  and  plates 
9,  10,  and  11  (the  steeple  cast)  convey  the  inac- 
curate impression  that  (in  proportion  to  the  rod) 
the  line  is  60ft.  or  70ft.  in  length,  although  the 
author  says  "  from  10  yards  to  15  yards  from  fly 
to  reel,  is  the  length  for  most  anglers." 

Alfred  Jardine, 


CAPTURE  OF  AN  ALBICORE. 


A  RATHER  singular  capture  of  a  large  fish  was 
made  at  Coverack,  South  Cornwall,  last  week. 
As  the  fishermen,  Eustise,  Barker,  and  Hosking, 
were  drawing  their  net  they  found  a  very  large 
albioore — a    variety   of   Belphinid^ — enmeshed. 


Large  Albicore,  672lb.  weight,  caught  at 

which  they  succeeded  in  securing.  It  was  8ft.  6in. 
long,  6ft.  gii-th,  and  weighed  6owt.,  i.e.,  6721b. 
It  required  eight  men  to  lift  it  into  a  cart  for 
conveyance  to  St.  Kevern,  where  it  was  exhibited, 
at  a  small  charge  for  admission  to  view  the 
monster,  which,  no  doubt,  had  pursued  mackerel 
into  the  net,  and  so  got  caught  itself.  The 
captors  of  the  albicore  reaped  a  small  harvest,  I 
am  informed,  and  afterwards  got  "  three  sheets  in 
the  wind  "  at  the  snug  little  Cove  Hotel,  Coverack, 
kept  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Bennetts.  An  illustration  is 
here  given  of  the  fish.  A.  Jardine. 


THE  PROPOSED  NEW  NORWEGIAN 
SALMON  LAW. 

The  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  is  not  the  only  place  where  the  laws  which 
apply  to  the  salmon  fisheries  appear  to  Vequire 
revision,  and  an  effort  in  that  direction  is  about 
to  be  made  in  Norway.  Some  time  ago  a  com- 
mission was  appointed  by  the  Storthing  to  collect 
all  possible  information  upon  the  subject  in  the 
different  fishery  districts,  and  the  report  of  the 
labours  of  this  commission,  together  with  its 
recommendations,  have  now  appeared  in  the  form 
of  a  voluminous  pamphlet  of  170  odd  pages. 

In  view  of  the  very  considerable  interest, 
pecuniary  and  otherwise,  which  British  anglers 
now  possess  in  Scandinavian  waters,  some  of  the 
conclusions  arrived  at — especially  those  which 
refer  to  the  annual  and  the  weekly  close  times,  and 
the  pros  and  cons  there  for — are  worth  reciting. 


One  of  the  few  points  upon  which  both  the 
river  and  the  sea  fishery  proprietors  appear  to 
agree  is  that  the  anmial  close  time  should  con- 
tinue throughout  the  spawning  season  and  for 
some  time  afterwards,  but  as  to  the  date  upon 
which  it  should  commence  there  is  a  considerable 
difference  of  opinion. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  question  is  one  which 
affects  the  coast  netsmen  but  little.  By  the  end 
of  July  in  some,  and  by  the  middle  of  August  in 
nearly  all  the  different  districts,  the  sea  fisi  ling  is 
over,  principally  because  there  are  no  longer  any 
salmon  to  catch,  and  partly  also  on  account  of  the 
numbers  of  jelly  fish  which  permeate  the  water 
and  render  the  nets  useless.  And  so,  too,  in 
regard  to  the  spi-ing  fishing,  there  being  hardly 
any  part  of  the  coast  where  bag  nets  or  other 
contrivances  of  the  kind  can  be  employed  before 
April  14.  Fishing  on  the  rivers  only,  therefore, 
it  may  be  said,  is  limited  by  the  duration  of  the 
yearly  close  time  and  the  dates  at  which  it 
commences  and  terminates. 

Here  and  in  this  connection  it  may  not  be  out 
of  place  to  give  the  results  of  a  series  of  investi- 
gations conducted  by  the  inspector  of  fisheries  in 
regard  to  the  periods  at  which  salmon  ascend, 
cease  to  ascend,  and  begin  to  spawn  in  the 
principal  Norwegian  rivers. 

Of  119  rivers,  salmon  begin  to  run  upon  one 
in  March,  five  in  April,  fifty  in  May,  fifty-six  in 
June,  six  in  July,  and  one  in  August. 

Of  114  rivers,  salmon  cease  to  run  upon  three  in 
June,  sixteen  in  July,  forty-two  in  August,  thirty- 
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seven  in  September,  thu-teen  in  October,  and  three 
in  November. 

Of  108  rivers,  salmon  begin  to  spavm  upon 
forty-five  in  the  latter  half  of  September,  thirty 
in  the  first  half  of  October,  twenty-one  in  the 
latter  half  of  October,  seven  in  the  first  half  of 
November,  four  in  the  latter  half  of  November, 
and  one  in  the  beginning  of  December. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  run  of 
fish  ceases,  and  that  spawning  commences  upon 
the  majority  of  Norwegian  streams  very  much 
earlier  than  upon  those  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
In  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  the  largest 
number  of  spawning  fish  ascend  the  rivers  in 
September,  October,  and  November,  some  even 
later ;  but  on  many  of  the  water  systems  of 
Norway  they  cease  to  do  so  in  August,  and,  with 
few  exceptions,  the  run  is  over  in  September. 
AU  things  considered,  and  in  spite  of  expressions 
of  opinion  from  sundry  coast  fishery  proprietors 
as  to  the  advisability  of  determining  an  earlier 
date  for  the  commencement  of  the  autumn  close 
time,  the  commissioners  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  change  in  this  respect  is  undesirable, 
and  recommend  that,  as  now,  the  use  of  nets, 
cruives,  and  all  similar  contrivances  should  become 
illegal  on  Aug.  26.  By  the  law  of  June,  1869, 
the  date  for  the  termination  of  the  close  season 
on  rivers,  mouths  of  rivers,  and  inland  lakes  was 
altered  from  Feb.  14  to  April  15,  but  even  the 
latter  date  was  found  not  sufficiently  early  to 
protect  the  kelts.  On  many  rivera  these  fish  do 
not  begin  to  return  to  the  sea  until  the  latter  half 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARDINE 

SLIP-ON  COAT 


Proof 


RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 

HOT  ana  COLD  WINDS, 

THORNS,  ana  FISH-HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON, 
its  weat herproof  qualities  are  incontestable ;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and 
continuous  rain  without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  the  materials 
being  as  porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth,  so  that  it 
may  be  worn  in  the  milde&t  or  coldest,  wet  or  fine  weather  with  equal 
comfort.  Built  on  a  plan  that  obviates  the  possibility  of  any  tie,  and  is 
equally  good  over  any  thickness  of  clothing. 

"  GABARDINE  COMBINATION  (patent) 

OUTSIDE  GABARDINE,  INSIDE  WOOL.    Both  Fabrics  WEATHERFROOF. 

Price  -  -  63s. 


BURBERRYS. 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON, 


AND 


BASINGSTOKE. 


Exports  ^  WEATHEEPBOOF  KIT. 
_    ^  of   "Gabardine"  and  'Urber^' 

rBlBtllBBS      Combines,  The  Eqai-Pede, 

Burberry  Coats,  Ac 
Cna/>f  o/f0#»  fo""  Shootinjr.  Fishing,  Golfing, 
•apaUlallSlS  Polo,  Yachting.    Cycling  and 
Hacing  Garments. 


NEW   VOLUME   OF   THE   ANGLERS'  LIBRARY. 

SOUTH -COUNTRY    TROUT  STREAMS. 

By  G.  A.  B.  Dewar,  Author  of  "The  Book  of  the  Dry  Fly."     With  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo.,  5s. 

"  This  volume  is  the  result  of  wide  experience ;  it  is  both  workmanlike  and  practical." — Sportsman. 


In  the  Anglers'  Library  have  appeared 

SALIYION  and  SEA  TROUT.    By  Sm  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.    Illustrated.    7s.  6d. 

*«*  1.30  copies  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  book  were  printed  on  large  paper,  £1  Is.  net.     A  few  remain  for  sale. 
COARSE   FISH.     By  C.  H.  Whkblbt.    Illustrated.    5s.  |  SEA  FISH.     By  F.  G.  Aflalo.     lUustrated.  5?. 

PIKE   and   PERCH.     By  Alfred  Jardinb.     Illustrated.  5s. 


DRY    FLY-  FISHING. 

The    BOOK    of   the    DRY    FLY.     By  a.  A.  B.  Dewar.     With  a  Photogravure  Frontispiece  and 
Coloured  Plates  of  Flies.   Demy  8vo.,  15s.  net. 

FLY  TYING. 

OLD  FLIES  in  NEW  DRESSES:  How  to  Dress  Dry  Flies  with  the  Wings 

in  the  Natural  Position,  and  some  New  Wet  Flies.  By  Charles  Edward  Walker.  Illustrated  by  the  Author  and  Edward  Wilson.  Demy  8vo., 
78.  6d.  net. 

Sportsman. — "  I  heartily  wish  his  book  the  patronage  it  deserves.  He  is  a  skilful  angler,  a  good  sportsman,  and  'a  clever  entomologist.  '  Old  Flies  in  New  Dresses' 
is  beautifully  illustrated  and  printed." 

8t.  James's  Gazette. — "  Mr.  Walker's  inquiries  possess  considerable  interest  and  value." 

Seoistnan.. — "  A  plea  for  realism  in  fly  dressing  .  .  .  His  own  experience  seems  to  have  justified  his  contentions,  and  his  statement  of  it  is  likely  to  induce  other 
anglers  to  try  whether  they  are  eqvially  fprtnnate,  should  they  follow  his  example." 


THE    RAINBOW  TROUT. 

The    RAINBOW   TROUT:    A   lYIOnOgraph.     By  Charles   Edward  Walker  and   Charles  S. 

Patterson.    Illustrated.    Crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d.  net. 
*«*  Papers  dealing  with  Rainbow  Trout  have  been  contributed  to  the  columns  of  the  Field,,  Land  and  Water,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  &c..  but  the  present  monograph  is 
tiie  first  book  that  haa  been  devoted  to  this  subject. 


Shortly  will  be  published. 
A   HANDY    BOOK  on    FISHERY  lYIAN AGEIYIENT.      By  J.  W.  Willis  Bund 


^uirrt  e;  nxr  c  El    &    bxjil-I-.es  tst,  Litci., 

16.  HENRI  KTTA   STRKET,  CO  VENT  G^ARDEN.  LONDON. 
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of  April,  on  others  not  until  May,  and  vast 
quantities  were  annually  netted  out.  In  order,  if 
possible,  therefore,  to  remedy  this  state  of  matters, 
the  date  was  further  altered  by  the  law  of  J une, 
1891,  to  April  30.  Singularly  enough,  as  it  would 
appear,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  so  few  clean 
fish  run  before  May.  the  commissioners  advise  a 
recurrence  to  April  15,  exceptions,  however,  to  be 
made  by  Royal  decree  in  regard  to  those  rivers 
where  the  destruction  of  kelts  is  proved  to  have 
become  pronounced.  In  view  of  the  increasing 
extent  to  which  the  rivers  are  being  taken  up  by 
sportsman,  and  the  small  proportion  of  fish 
captured  by  them,  they  recommend  that  rod 
fishing  be  permitted,  as  is  now  the  case,  until 
Sept.  14.  The  advisability  of  amending  the  law 
of  May,  1863,  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  the 
■weekly  close  time,  was  broached  in  1868,  and  upon 
this  important  question  the  commissioners  have, 
unfortunately,  been  unable  to  arrive  at  a  unani- 
mous conclusion. 

Formerly,  the  only  legal  restriction  which 
practically  applied  to  the  coast  and  fjord  fisheries 
■was  that  which  determined  the  size  of  the  mesh  at 
2jin.,  all  the  others  affected  the  rivers  only.  The 
yield  from  the  latter  used  to  be  large  and  well 
maintained ;  but  gradually,  from  want  of  proper 
protection,  more  especially  during  the  spawning 
season,  it  fell  off  very  materially,  and,  as  a  result 
of  exhaustive  inquiries,  the  then  fishery  inspector, 
Herr  Hetting,  declared  it  as  his  opinion  that  in 
the  course  of  the  period  1816  to  about  1855  the 
decrease  on  many  of  the  best  salmon  rivers,  from 
the  Swedish  frontier  to  and  including  theMandal, 
was  from  75  to  90  percent,  (see  Inspector  Hetting's 
report  for  1856  and  1857).  In  the  meantime,  how- 
ever, a  good  deal  had  been  done  in  the  way  of 
artificial  hatching,  regulating  the  close  times,  &c., 
and  the  results  of  these  efforts  at  improving 
matters  became  manifest  about  1859  and  1860, 
when  the  inspector  was  enabled  to  report  a  marked 
improvement.  In  regard  to  a  large  number  of 
the  rivers,  however,  this  satisfactory  state  of 
things  did  not  last  longer  than  the  latter  half  of 
the  sixties,  and  after  that  another  change  for  the 
worse  took  place  in  the  fishery  districts,  especially 
those  in  the  South  Bergenhus  Amt  and  north- 
wards. Complaints  of  the  falling  off  in  the 
quantity  of  full  grown  salmon  became  numerous 
from  such  important  streams  as  the  Namsen, 
Gula,  Orkla,  Surendal,  Driva,  and  Rauma, 
although  these  had  been  under  supervision  for 
six  or  seven  years,  and,  according  to  Herr 
Hetting's  report  for  the  period  1868-1870,  the 
fishing  on  these  rivers  had  reached  almost  as  low 
a  point  as  it  ever  had  before  protection  was 
initiated. 

There  was  only  one  cause  to  which  this  falling 
off  could  possibly  be  attributed,  and  that  was  the 
largely  increased  number  of  bag  nets  on  the  coast. 

Partly  on  account  of  the  time  which  has  elapsed, 
and  partly  because  they  are  in  some  degree 
evolved  from  the  old  "  Laxevaerp,"  it  is  not  easy 
to  say  when  these  destructive  engines  where  first 
employed  in  Norway.  Real  bag  nets,  however, 
were  introduced  in  the  Lister  and  Mandal  Amt 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  preeent  century, 
as  also  in  Nedenaes  Amt,  in  Jaederen  and 
Dalarue,  and  at  the  entrance  to  the  Bukkenfiord 
in  1830. 

In  Nordhordland  the  first  bag  net  made  its 
appearance  in  1846,  in  Sondhordland  perhaps  a 
little  earlier,  in  Ryfylke  somewhat  later,  and  in 
North  Bergenhus  about  1860.  In  Sondmor  they 
were  not  in  general  use  until  1865  ;  in  Ilomsdal 
and  Nordmiir  they  were  not  introduced  until 
about  that  year,  nor  to  the  Trondhjem  and 
Namsen  Fjords  until  1865  and  1860  respectively. 
Prior  to  1870,  with  the  exception  of  a  couple  of 
isolated  cases,  bag  nets  can  hardly  be  said  to  have 
been  used  to  the  north  of  the  North  Trondhjem 
Amt.  In  that  year  the  total  number  on  the 
whole  coast  was  810,  while,  according  to  the 
fishery  inspector,  there  were  not  more  than  twenty 
in  1860  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Lister  and 
Mandal  Amt  (see  Report  on  Fresh- water  Fisheries, 
1876-1879,  page  95). 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
'>ag  nets  which  took  place  between  1860  and  1870 
ifvas  in  great  degree  due  no  doubt  to  the  general 
improvement  in  the  quantity  of  salmon  brought 
about  by  the  measures  taken  for  the  protection  of 
the  rivers,  and  in  a  lesser  degree  to  the  higher 
prices  obtainable  for  fresh  fish  owing  to  increased 
facilities  for  transport  abroad. 


In  1868  numerous  petitions,  with  many  hundreds 
of  signatures,  from  Local  Government  Boards 
and  from  private  owners  were  received  by  the 
Home  Department,  praying  that  the  use  of 
bag  nets  should  be  forbidden,  or  at  any  rate 
limited  by  law,  and  Mr.  Inspector  Hetting  was 
accordingly  instructed  to  frame  measures  with 
this  object.  The  proposals  made  by  this  gentle- 
man were  approved  by  two  other  experts,  and, 
after  sundry  H.lterations  by  the  Storthing,  became 
law  in  June.  1869.  By  this  law  power  was  given 
to  the  authorities  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  to  regulate  the  bag  net  fishing  in  accord- 
ance with  the  local  conditions,  and  advantage  of 
this  was  promptly  taken,  weekly  close  times  being 
determined  as  follows : 

In  Finmarkens,  Tromso,  and  Nordland's  Amts, 
from  and  including  1871,  four  days. 

In  the  North  Trondhjem  Amt,  from  1871  to 
1882,  four  days  ;  after  that  year,  three  days. 

In  the  South  Trondhjem  Amt,  during  1871  and 
1872,  two  days,  within  a  distance  of  1000  alen 
(about  670yds.)  of  the  mouth  of  a  river;  and 
afterwards  throughout  the  whole  Amt,  three 
days. 

In  the  Romsdal  Amt,  from  1873  to  1888,  four 
days ;  and  after  that  year,  three  days. 

In  the  North  Bergenhus  Amt,  from  1873,  three 
days. 

In  the  South  Bergenhus  Amt,  from  1873  to 
1881,  four  days ;  after  that,  three  days  (of  twenty- 
four  hours  each). 

These  extensions  of  the  weekly  close  time 
naturally  enough  caused  a  good  deal  of  grambling 
amongst  the  coast  fishery  proprietors,  but  the 
results  proved  very  satisfactory,  as  is  evident  from 
Herr  Hetting's  report  of  January,  1874.  Accord- 
ing to  that  document  the  fishing  in  1873  in  Nord- 
land's Amt  was  considerably  better  than  during 
the  preceding  years,  especially  in  the  Salten ;  on 
the  Vefsen  there  was  a  marked  improvement,  and 
an  unusually  large  number  of  grilse  were  taken, 
while  similarly  favourable  accounts  were  given  of 
the  Fussen,  Rydselv,  and  Beiem.  One  of  the 
inspectors  on  the  Namsen,  who  had  fished  that 
river  with  the  rod  for  thirty-three  years,  was 
more  successful  in  1873  than  he  had  ever  been 
before,  and  expressed  his  conviction  that  the 
salmon  had  increased  in  numbers  perceptibly  year 
by  year  since  a  limit  had  been  put  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  bag  netsmen;  the  coast  and  fjord 
fisheries,  too,  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  North  Trondhjem,  Amt,  showed  a 
distinct  improvement.  Not  for  many  years  had 
so  many  salmon  been  taken  on  the  Stenkjer, 
Ogna,  and  Figgen  as  in  1873 ;  on  the  Orkla  and 
Gula  the  fishing  was  excellent ;  not  for  ten  years 
had  so  many  salmon  been  seen  in  the  Rauma, 
and  not  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  in  the  Surendal ; 
while,  in  regard  to  the  Sundal,  old  inhabitants  of 
the  valley  said  they  had  never  noticed  so  many 
fish  in  that  river.  From  numerous  other  rivers 
and  fishery  districts,  too,  equally  good  reports 
■were  received,  the  improvement  being  in  nearly 
every  case  attributed  to  the  restrictions  placed 
upon  the  bag  nets,  as  no  exceptionally  favourable 
conditions  of  weather  or  water  prevailed. 

"While  the  more  northern  provinces  took  early 
advantage  of  the  new  Act,  the  Stavanger  and 
Lister  and  Mandal  Amts  did  not  do  so  until 
considerably  later;  but  for  the  former  a  close 
time  of  three  days  a  week  was  determined,  com- 
mencing in  1882,  and  in  the  latter  as  from  1879 ; 
while  in  the  Fogderi  of  Larvik  a  close  time  of  the 
same  length  began  in  1888.  When  therefore  the 
law  of  June,  1891,  was  passed,  the  three  days 
weekly  close  time  had  voluntarily  been  adopted 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  everywhere ;  and  yet 
so  great  was  the  outcry  raised  by  the  coast  fisher- 
men against  the  clause  in  that  measure  which 
fixed  three  days  as  the  minimum  weekly  close 
time  for  the  whole  country  that  it  had  to  be 
rescinded. 

As  pointing  the  same  moral  in  regard  to  rivers, 
the  case  of  the  Laagen  is  worth  quoting  here. 
This  stream  used  to  rank  as  one  of  the  most 
productive  in  Norway,  but  to  such  an  extent  were 
its  lower  reaches  netted  that  in  1880  it  yielded 
only  7315  kilos.  That  year,  with  intent  to  remedy 
this  state  of  matters,  a  four  days  weekly  close 
time  was  applied  by  the  local  authorities,  to 
commence  in  1881.  In  1882  an  improvement 
began,  and  continued  until  1887,  when  17,063  kilos, 
were  captured ;  while  for  the  period  1890-94  the 
average  annual  take  was  29,035  kilos.  Thus, 


after  fourteen  years,  during  which  net  fishing  was 
permitted  only  three  days  a  week,  the  yield  of  the 
Laagen  was  four  times  as  great  as  in  the  last  two 
seasons  when  it  was  carried  on  during  six  days. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  total  annual  yield  of  the 
Norwegian  Salmon  Fisheries  has  increased  con- 
siderably of  late  years,  as  the  following  figures, 
which  are  official,  and  may  be  taken  as  fairlji 
correct,  show : 

For  the  years  1876-80  the  average  was  507,120 
kilos.  1881-85,  659,264  kilos.  1886-90,  824,703 
kilos.   1891-94,  951,479  kilos. 

But  the  bag  nets  also  have  increased  in  numbers, 
for  during  the  period  last  named  there  were  no 
fewer  than  3756  more  in  use  upon  the  coast  than 
during  the  first  (at  the  present  time,  it  may  be 
added,  there  are  about  7000  in  all).  Whether, 
therefore,  the  increase  of  440,000  kilos,  (or  88  per 
cent.)  be  an  indication  of  any  real  improvement  in 
the  fisheries  is  very  questionable.  The  majority 
of  the  commissioners  do  not  think  that  it  is. 
Prior  to  1885  reliable  returns  are  not  available  in 
regard  to  the  average  annual  takes  by  the  bag  nets ; 
but  while  in  that  year  the  quantity  of  salmon 
taken  by  eich  was  166,  it  gradually  diminished, 
until  in  1894  it  was  only  seventy-nine,  or  rather 
less  than  one-half.  Moreover,  the  increase  in  the 
total -annual  yield  shown  above  applied  to  the  sea 
fisheries  only ;  the  rivers  did  not  share  in  it,  as 
appears  from  the  following  figures : 

In  the  period  1876-80  there  were  annually  taken 
in  fifty-four  rivers,  170,293  kilos.  1881-85,  in  sixty- 
five  rivers,  206,354  kilos.  1886-90,  in  eighty-seven 
rivers,  224,685  kilos.  1891-94,  in  ninety-three 
rivers,  220,615  kilos. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  commis- 
sioners,  things  would  have  been  much  worse,  and 
the  rivers  completely  fished  out,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  weekly  close  time,  which  neutralised  to  a 
certain  extent  the  destructive  influence  of  the 
bag  nets.  In  view  of  the  experiences  and  the  state 
of  matters  above  described,  the  conclusion  arrived 
at  is  that  three  days  a  week  close  time  for  both 
sea  and  river  fisheries  (excepting,  of  course,  with 
rod  and  line)  is  the  shortest  that  can  be  recom- 
mended, and  a  clause  to  this  effect  will  probably 
form  part  of  the  proposed  new  Norwegian  salmon 
law. 

Perhaps  the  question  next  in  importance  to  the 
one  last  referred  to  is  the  one  with  regard  to  the 
size  of  the  net  mesh,  and  it  is  not  so  easy  of  solu- 
tion as  would  at  first  appear. 

With  a  view  to  protecting  the  grilse,  2jin.,  or 
5.8cm.,  was  determined  by  the  law  of  1863  as  the 
legal  minimum,  and  this  was  increased  to  6.5cm. 
by  the  Act  of  1891,  as  experience  seemed  to  show 
that  with  the  former  an  undue  number  of  these 
fish  were  captured.  Grilse  generally  weigh  from 
2  to  2i  kilos.,  and  with  a  5.8cm.  mesh  they  may 
be  taken  down  to  2  or  even  If  kilos.,  whereas  fish 
of  3  or,  at  any  rate,  of  2|  kilos,  escape  the  6.5cm. 
mesh.  This  seemed  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
measurement  of  a  large  number  of  fish  taken  in 
different  parts  of  the  Lister  and  Mandal  Amt. 
The  larger  mesh,  too,  seemed  all  the  more 
desirable,  inasmuch  as  "  lax "  (generic  for 
salmon  and  grilse)  of  less  than  3  kilos,  each  are 
worth  from  50  to  75  per  cent,  less  than  full  grown 
fish,  and  because  a  grilse  of  from  2  to  2y  kilos, 
approximately  doubles  its  weight  in  the  course  of 
a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  therefore,  its 
value  is  at  least  trebled.  Great  was  the  dissatis- 
faction created  among  the  coast  netsmen  ■with 
this  clause.  Not  only  was  the  extra  cost  of  nets 
with  the  new  mesh  said  to  be  excessive,  but  the 
probable  diminution  of  the  take,  owing  to  the 
proportion  of  fish  which  must  escape,  was  con- 
sidered a  great  hardship.  According  to  reports 
from  different  districts,  fish  of  3-00,  3-25, 370, 3-75, 
4-00,  4-30,  4-50,  5-00,  5-25,  and  even  up  to  5-50 
kilos.,  escaped  capture,  and  many  salmon  were 
injured  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  rendered  unfit 
for  export  abroad.  These  statements  the  com- 
missioners would  appear  to  have  taken  with  a 
good  deal  of  salt,  but  taking  all  things  into  con- 
sideration, and  more  especially  the  amount  of 
mischief  which  would  be  done  among  the  salmon 
fry  and  spawn  by  the  vast  quantities  of  sea  trout 
that  would  escape  capture  with  the  larger  mesh, 
they  recommend  a  return  to  the  5.8cm.  minimum. 

Of  the  additional  subjects  with  which  the  con- 
templated new  Act  deals,  the  only  other  to  which 
reference  need  here  be  made  as  of  direct  interest 
to  sportsmen  is  in  regard  to  the  letting  for  rod 
fishing  purposes  of  rivers  or  parts  of  rivers  owned 
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by  several  proprietors.  According  to  the  chaif- 
man  of  the  Namsen  Fishery  Association,  a  large 
portion  of  that  river  has,  for  between  fifty  and 
sixty  years,  been  let  to  Englishmen,  who,  one  way 
and  another,  spend  some  50,000kr.  at  least  in  the 
valley  annually.  The  salmon  fishery  rights  that 
belong  to  each  farm  are  not,  however,  defined, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  unless  all  the  owners 
of  a  piece  of  water  ai-e  unanimous  it  cannot  be  let ; 
indeed,  it  not  infrequently  happens  that  an 
advantageous  bargain  falls  through  owing  to  the 
unreasonable  demands  of  some  single  individiial. 
In  former  days  the  fishery  was  carried  on  for  the 
common  benefit,  and  ^he  proceeds  distributed; 
now  the  small  co-landlords  demand  as  large  pro- 
portions of  the  sum  paid  under  a  lease  as  their 
larger  neighbours.  After  acknowledging  the 
necessity  for  remedying  this  state  of  matters,  the 
commissioners  make  the  following  proposals : 

(1)  Any  co-proprietor  of  a  fishery  on  a  water 
system  may  demand  an  official  delimitation  of  the 
individual  rights  therein. 

(2)  Such  delimitation  shall  fix  either  the  pro- 
portion of  the  daily  catch  to  which  each  owner  is 
entitled,  or  the  portion  of  the  water  system  upon 
which  he  may  exercise  his  fishing  rights. 

(.3)  Should  the  former  be  chosen,  and  the  co- 
proprietorship  include  both  banks  of  the  river,  the 
days  of  the  week  upon  which  fishing  may  be 
carried  on  shall  be  divided  equally  between  the 
two  sets  of  proprietors. 

(4)  Should  the  properties  be  all  on  one  side  of 
the  river  or  water  system,  allotment  of  the  days 
upon  which  fishing  may  be  carried  on  shall  be  in 
accordance  with  the  registered  value  and  area  of 
each  ;  but  so  that  where  any  owner  possesses  par- 
ticular rights  in  the  joint  property,  allotment  as 
far  as  he  is  concerned  shaU  be  upon  this  basis. 

Rtjgde. 


"  THE  LIFE  OF  A  SEVERN  SALMON.'^ 


This  is  the  title  of  a  very  interesting  little 
pamphlet  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  F.L.S., 
F.Z.S.,  chairman  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board. 
It  is  a  paper  read  by  him  at  the  Victoria  Institute, 
Worcester,  on  Feb.  18, 1899.  We  hope  to  refer  to 
some  points  mentioned  in  it  shortly. 


MAY  FLY  PROSPECTS. 


The  following  are  replies  from  correspondents 
who  kindly  answered  queries  we  sent  to  them  : 

Ballyshannon. 
Dear  Sir, — A  good  May  Fly  season  ia  expected,  and 
the  natural  fly  wi'l  te  well  up,  probably  about  May  25,  or 
may  be  a  day  or  two  earlier  ;  wUl  let  you  know. 

____   M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

CoLN,  Leach,  &c.,  Gloucestershire. 

Bear  Sir, — Anticipate  the  Green  Drake  being  well  on 
about  the  27th  or  28th  inst.,  but  very  much  depends  on  the 
weather.  Larra;  in  a  forward  atit^,  and  several  May 
Fliea  have  already  been  seen  on  the  Coin.  As  a  rule,  the 
Drake  is  not  generally  on  until  about  Mav  29,  bat  it  varies 
even  in  the  distance  of  a  few  miles.  Will  write  or  wire 
you  latest  information  respecting  the  May  Fly  on  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday  moming.  Thames,  at  Leohlade,  is  in 
grand  order  for  trouting,  and  lott  a  whopoer  there  myself 
on  Monday  last.  F.  Lockwood. 

Fairford,  East  Gloncestershire. 


Coty;,  Gloucestershire. 
Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  think  the 
prospects  for  May  Fly  fishing  on  the  Fairford  water 
"  good."  There  is  a  nice  lot  of  vpater  this  year,  and  owing 
to  adverse  wind  and  weather  the  usual  number  of  fish 
have  not  been  t^ken  ontag  jet,  so  that  an  extra  jtood  time 
is  expected  with  the  May  Fly.  F.  R.  Bushy. 

Dove,  Derbyshire. 

Dear  Sir. — In  reply  to  your  card,  I  may  Bay  there  U 
every  indication  at  present  that  the  water  will  be  in  good 
trim  for  the  May  Fly  ssason.  There  is,  I  know,  a  very 
good  stock  of  troat  in  the  Dove,  bj  what  we  must  hope  for 
U  a  good  rig3  of  May  FJy.  Wm.  Princk. 

Izaak  Walton  Hotel,  Dovedale. 


Itchkn,  Hampshire. 

Dear  Sir, — The  May  Fly  has  been  dying  out  at  the 
Worth} a  for  this  last  two  years.  I  cannot  say  what 
prospects  there  will  be  this  year. 

Abbotswortby.  John  Lock  (Keeper). 

Ke.NNETT  ANIi  LAMIiOtJRNE. 

Drar  Sir, — The  prcspBcts  for  the  May  Fly  fishing  ia 
gf  oi  and  expect  a  rise  early  in  Jane.    Th?  Lmbourneis 


full  of  fish,  and  I  look  forward  to  a  good  season.  We 
have  had  several  good  fish  with  Wickham  Fancy,  Red 
Quill,  &o.   Tell  Howard  eels  are  not  riting. 
Jack  Hotel,  Newbury.    W.  S.  V'eitch. 

RowSLEY,  Deruysiiire. 

Dear  Sir,— As  yet  we  have  heard  nothing  of  the  May 
Ply — the  weather  is  much  too  cold — and  we  are  not 
expecting  anyone  for  fishing  until  the  end  of  May  and 
early  in  June.  J.  CooPER. 

The  Peacock.   


A  May  Fly  from  the  Wylie. 
Dear  Sir, — Herewith  I  send  you  May  FI7  I  caught 
this  morning  on  the  Wylie,  between  Wilton  and  here.  If 
there  were  only  plenty  of  them  and  fish  appreciiting  them 
sport  would  be  batter.  W.  R.  Reeves. 

Royal  Oak,  Wishford,  Salisbury. 
May  18. 


River  Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland. — We 
notice  that  Mr.  Dan  O'Fee,  of  Rasharkin,  co. 
Antrim,  maker  of  those  grand  salmon  flies  the 
Black  and  Gold  and  Judge,  in  his  report  from 
the  Bann  this  week  says :  "  No  English  anglers 
are  yet  at  Mercer's  Hotel,  Kilrea,  thoiigh  the  best 
trout  and  best  river  fishing  in  Ireland  is  to  be  had 
there."  He  also  says  the  trout  are  taking  the 
sedge  freely. 

Sport  on  the  Botne. — Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson, 
who  is  fishing  on  the  Boyne,  at  Navan,  co.  Meath, 
has  killed  fourteen  salmon  in  ten  days,  most  of 
them  on  Mr.  McFee's  dressing  of  the  Judge  and 
the  Black  and  Gold.  If  Mr.  McFee's  health 
allowed  him  to  make  any  number  of  these  flies, 
what  a  sale  he  would  have  for  them,  but  it  is  not 
an  easy  matter  to  get  the  real  McFee  patterns. 


THE  HARDEN  ROD.' 

Having  four  hours  to  spare,  to  go  out  of  London  in  the 
hope  of  a  trout,  to  catch  nothing  but  dace  in  the  month 
of  May,  and  to  have  the  felicity  of  finding  the  water 
fouling  after  two  hours  with  the  rod  is  not  altogether  a 
sitisfactory  experience.  It  was  mine,  nevertheless,  on 
Tuesiay  last ;  but  it  did  not  matter,  since  my  main  object 
was  to  try  the  Harden  rod,  made  by  Hardy  Brothers,  of 
Alnwick.  Something  was  written  about  this  rod  in 
connection  with  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  West- 
minster Aquarium  in  March.  It  was  then  stated  that  it 
was  named  after  a  well-known  membar  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  its  peculiarity  being  that  to  a  certain  extent 
it  flies  in  the  face  of  accepted  ideas  as  to  rod 
building.  In  other  words,  to  borrow  what  I  hive 
reason  to  believe  is  a  slang  phrase,  it  is  a  rod  "  on  the 
bulge."  It  ha,a  not  a  true  taper  from  bntb  to  top,  since 
the  wood  is  thinner  midway  between  the  handle  and  the 
first  ferrule.  At  such  a  theoiy  one  might  be  inclined  to 
ba  amused,  but  many  practical  anglers  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  assured  me  that  it  was  no  laughing  matter,  and 
seeing  at  the  Aquarium  what  Hardy  Brothers  had  done 
with  the  idea  after  going  out  with  Mr.  Harden  to  see  the 
rod  in  action,  I  began  to  think  that  there  was,  as  lln  say- 
ing goes,  something  in  it.  I  am  now  able  to  report  that 
the  rod  is  really  one  of  decided  excellence.  It  is  a  perfect 
specimen  of  rod  building  in  all  its  parts,  with  nice  attention 
to  details  apart  from  the  Harden  principle. 

As  to  what  I  have  just  called  the  Harden  principle,  the 
c'aim  was  that  an  extraordinary  length  of  line  could  Ve 
sent  forth  by  this  rod  wii  h  a  minimum  of  exertion.  This 
is  literally  the  truth.  The  rod  so  springs  from  the  butt 
that  when  the  preliminary  sense  of  awkwardness  and 
suspicion  of  top  heaviness  are  surmounted  the  action 
becomes  easy  and  dslightful.  On  the  water  which  I 
vitited  there  is  a  certain  stream,  the  other  side  of  an 
island  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  which  for  many 
years  I  have  used  as  a  test  as  to  my  particular 
form ;  here  I  knew  to  a  couple  of  inches  the  outside 
distance  to  which  I  could  cast  when  I  was  at  my 
best,  and  until  the  other  diy  I  never  could  send  a 
floating  fly  to  the  edge  of  a  particular  run.  I  never  passed 
it  without  a  trial  with  a  single-handed  rod,  and  ones  or 
twice  threw  to  within  a  foot  of  the  required  distance.  The 
new  Harden  rod  (lOft.  Gin.)  enabled  me  at  last  to  do  it, 
and,  further,  to  go  half  a  yard  beyond,  though  the  light 
wind  was  against  me.  It  was,  though  I  say  it,  a  good 
straight  line,  top,  that  dropped  tha  fly  in  a  workmanlike 
way.  Thera  are  two  tops  to  the  rod,  one  a  little  lighter 
than  the  other,  and  for  long  distance  casting,  without 
concernment  of  delicacy,  the  heavier  would  probably 
for  most  men  be  the  beit.  I  tried  the  rod  with  a  light 
and  a  heavy  line.  The  former  was  fair  enough  with  the 
lighter  top,  but  to  do  the  rod  justice,  the  Hawksley  line, 
with  its  somewhat  heavy  tapar,  is  the  best.  Until  you  are 
used  to  the  novel  ao'ion,  it  teams  as  if  the  angler  had  to  do 
all  the  work,  but  after  half  an  hour's  usage  you  get  into 
the  humour  of  the  implement,  and  all  is  well.  Amongst 
the  powerful  rods,  I  should  place  the  Harden  in  the  very 
first  rank,  and  the  10ft.  Gin.  edition  appears  well  adapted 
for  ordinary  dry-fly  fishing,  and  has  the  special  merit  of 
being  tractable  a  short  distances. 

My  trial  of  this  rod  gave  me  the  opportunity  of  making 
the  parfonal  acquaintance  of  two  improvements  of  which 
I  hail  read  and  tieard  and  seen  something,  but  had  never 
seen  the  theories  tested  by  practice.  The  first  is  the  lock- 
fast joint  devised  by  Mr.  N.  Lloyd,  and  desotibed  by 
"  Detached  Badger"  in  the  Fiehl  of  Sept.  25,  \807,  and 
again  in  the  MaTyat  edition  of  "Dry  Fly  Fishing." 


Hardy  Brothers  are  the  patentees  and  maonfactnrers  of 
this  "  treble-grip  rod  ferrule,"  and  it  undoubtedly  merits 
all  that  has  been  said  of  it.  The  manufacturers  make  a 
point  of  advising  that  care  should  be  tal<3n  to  pu'ih  home 
the  parts  before  twisting  what  Mr.  .Halford  ci\U 
the  8;eel  hook,  and  adjusting  the  sliding  sleeve,  and,  this 
precaution  being  scrupulously  obssrved,  I  do  not  see  how 
this  clever  device  can  ever  go  wrong;  a',  the  same  time 
carelessness  may  easily  bring  about  disaster.  The  o'hsr 
novelty  is  the  Hirdy  combined  spear  and  butt  cap.  Most 
anglers  will  remember  probably,  at  some  time  or  other, 
leaving  that  wretched  spaar  at  home  or  losing  it  when 
away.  I  saw  a  friend's  magazine  of  fix  rods  once,  each  of 
which  had  lost  its  screw  button  or  spear.  In  this  patent 
you  keep  tlie  spear  in  the  butt.  It  has  a  double  turned 
flange,  which  is  concealed  and  fastened  by  the  simplest 
plan,  leaving  no  points  or  edges  protruding  to  ci*oh  the 
grass.    It  is  a  capital  arrangement. — Fiehl,  May  I'i. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Representatives  from  forty-one  clubs  attended  the 
adjourned  annual  meeting  of  the  London  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, held  on  Monday  evening  at  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerken- 
well,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  P.  Geen.  The  revised 
balance-sheet  was  presented  and  adopted.  It  showed  a 
bilance  in  favour  of  the  association  of  £101  19i.  lOid. 
With  reference  to  the  association's  charge  for  privilege 
tickets— the  colour  of  the  same  will  bs  a  salmcn  tint  for 
ths  coming  season — which  had  hitherto  been  2s.,  Mr  Har  - 
wood  moved  that  in  future  the  tickets  be  issuad  at  half-a- 
crown,  the  extra  6i.  to  be  devoted  towards  preservation 
and  ra-stocking  work.  Mr.  Barber  secondad,  but  the 
resolution,  on  being  put  to  the  meeting,  was  lost.  Mr.  R. 
Ghurney  was  empowered  by  unanimous  rssolution  to 
engage  the  room  offered  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute  for 
the  association's  meetings,  and  with  reference  to  the  Jane 
delegate  gathering,  due  notice  of  place  of  meeting  will  be 
given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  &o.  Mr.  Derry  asked  if  ee  1 
fishing  was  now  allowed  in  other  association  waters  besides 
the  Lea,  and  Mr.  Ghurney  stated  that  members  of  the 
association  could  fish  for  eels  now  from  the  tow-path  of  the 
Grand  Junction  Canil.  In  regard  to  a  tributary  of  the 
Lea  at  Sewardstone,  however,  it  was  stated  that  neither  eel 
nor  trout  fishing  was  allowed  there,  as  the  landowner  from 
whom  the  water  was  rented  wished  to  preserve  the  grass 
at  this  p  31  i  jd  of  the  year.  Delegates  wece  informed  that  in 
future  they  would  only  be  allowed  to  vote  by  card,  and 
application  should  be  mada  to  the  secretary  for  new  voting 
cards  next  month.  Mr.  A.  Wright,  hon.  traasurer,  owing 
to  increasing  pressure  of  business,  resigned  the  position, 
and  was  accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  past 
services.  Mr.  J.  Powles-West  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacincy.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  presiding 
closed  the  proceedings.  Hex.  Reporter. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS,  1899. 
THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY 
Announce  that,  ii  addition  to  the  touiiat,  fortnightly, 
and  Friday  or  Saturday  to  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednes- 
day tickets,  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-'street  and 
their  other  London  and  saburban  stations  to  the  east  and 
north-east  coasts  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea, 
Clacton,  Walton-on-Naz9,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felix- 
stowe, Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  Scarborough, 
Whitby,  Bridlington,  &3.),  they  will  on  Saturday,  May  20, 
issue  special  cheap  excursions  tickets  to  most  of  the  above 
stations ;  also  to  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn, 
Fdtonbam,  and  the  other  p  inoipal  stations  in  Essex, 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  &c.  Cheap  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets 
will  also  be  issued  to  most  of  the  Great  Eastern  country 
stations.  Excursion  tickets  will  also  be  issue!  from  Liver- 
pool-street and  suburban  stations,  by  the  cathedral  route, 
on  Friday,  May  19,  to  Durham,  Newcastle,  Berwick, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  &o. ;  and  on  Saturday,  20th,  to 
Lincoln,  Doncaster,  York,  Leeds.  Bradford,  Wakefield, 
Manchester,  Sheffield,  Hull,  Edwinstowe  (ftr  the 
dukeries).  Chesterfield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  &e.  Ticke  s 
(ordinary,  excursion,  &c.)  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at 
Liverpool-street  Station  ;  at  the  Great  Eastern  American 
Rendezvous,  2,  Cockspur-street,  S.W. ;  and  at  the  com- 
pany's various  City,  West  End,  and  other  booking  offices. 
Relieving  trains  will  be  run  on  the  Friday  and  Saturday 
to  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich, 
Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &3. 
Special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-strett  on  Fridiy,  19ch, 
at  1.30  p.m.,  for  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich, 
Norwich,  and  Cromer,  and  at  1  35  p.m.  to  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft ;  and  on  Saturday,  20th,  at  8  10  and  9.55  a.m., 
and  at  1.55,  4.5,  and  7.12  p.m.,  for  Ipswich,  Ya  month, 
Lowestoft,  &c, ;  at  1.30  and  7.12  p.m.,  t)  Felix- 
stowe ;  and  at  4.5  p.m.,  to  Clacton,  Frinton, 
and  Walton.  For  the  accommodation  of  persons 
detaised  lata  in  town  on  Saturday,  midnight  trains 
will  laave  Liverpool-street  at  12.0  for  Norwich,  via 
Cambridge,  and  at  12  80  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inter- 
mediate stations ;  and  at  12  3  (night)  for  Colchester  and 
Clacton  (expreis  sapper  train).  On  Bank  Holiday, 
excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and 
Fencburch-street  to  Southend-on-Sea  and  Burnham-on- 
Crouch ;  from  Liverpool-street  to  Clacton,  Friaton, 
Walton,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Hertford, 
Cambridge,  and  Ely;  from  St.  Panoras  to  Yarmouth, 
Cromer,  Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursioa  tickets  will  be 
issued  and  special  trains  run  to  Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne, 
and  Rye  House.  Oa  Whit  Tuesday  a  spacial  early  train 
wili  be  run  from  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Ipswich,  due 
iu  London  8.0  a.m.,  and  seireril  of  the  usual  up  Moaday 
only  expresses  (including  the  7  5  a.m.  restaurant  train 
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from  Cromer)  will  be  run  on  tbie  day  instead  of  Bank 
Holiday.  Biestaurant  cars  will  also  be  rUn  on  the  7.45 
ft.tn.  train  from  Clao'^on.  Bestanrant  cars  are  now  run 
daily  on  the  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m. 
for  Norwich  and  Cromer,  and  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth  ; 
nnd  on  the  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8.5  a.m.,  and 
Xa«ii»<iftth;  at  8.35,  a.nj. 

T^Sf  6t)UfH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  AND 

DOVER  RAILWAYS 
Annrunoe  cheap  day  excursions  on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit 
Monday  from  Charing  Cross,  Cannonstrest,  London 
Bridge,  and  New  Cross  to  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Dover,  Folkestone.  Gravesend,  Hythe,  Margate,  Rams- 
prate,  Sandprate.  Walmer,  &c,  ;  also  on  Whit  Monday  to 
Tunbridge  Wells  and  Hastings.  Special  cheap  excursions 
will  be  run  to  Aldershot  on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit 
Monday  from  London,  but  not  from  New  Cross.  Special 
trains  will  be  run  to  Hayes,  Blackheath,  Greenwich,  and 
Gravesend  (for  Ro-herville  Gardens) .  Cheap  day  excur  sions 
on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday  from  Victoria.  Holborr, 
and  St.  Paul's  to  Canterbury,  Deal,  Dover,  GraveseBd, 
Hern?  Bay,  Marsate,  Bamsgate,  Sheemess,  Walmer,  Whit- 
stable,  &c.  On  Whit  Mondiyacheap  excursion  will  be  run 
to  Tonbridge  Wells  and  Hastings  from  Victoria  (Chatham 
and  Dover).  The  usual  extension  of  time  for  certain 
return  tiqketB  will  be  allowed.  On  Whit  Monday  frequent 
spacial  and  ordinary  trains  will  run  to  and  from  Holborn, 
Victoria,  L'udgate  Hill,  St.  Paul's,  and  iutarmediate 
ptations,  and  the  Crystal  Palace.  Return  fares,  Is.  6d. , 
3rd  class,  including  admission.  For  intending  visitors  to 
the  continent,  special  cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  from 
certain  London  stations  (via  Boulogne  or  Calais),  Brussels 
(I'jo.  Calais  or  Boulogne  and  via  Ostend),  Boulogne, 
Calais,  Ostend,  Amsterdam,  Aruheim,  Flushing,  'The 
.Hague,  Rotterdam,  and  Utrecht.  The  Continental 
Services  will  be  as  usual.  Full  particulars  of  trains  by 
which  cheap  tickets  will  be  issued,  London  departure 
stations,  return  times,  alterations  in  train 
are  given  in  the  holiday  programme  and  bills. 


REPORTS  FROM  MVERS,  LOCBS,&c. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
'iLower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— I  do  not 
regard  with  any  regret  the  filling  in  of  the  cutting  through 
Piatt's  Eyot  at  Hampton,  which  was  netted  again  last 
week  by  the  Thames  Ajagling  Preservation  Society.  I  can 
remember  when  the  cutting  was  being_  made,  and  first 
detected  by  the  committee  on  one  of  their  visits  down  the 
river,  and  was  then  regarded  with  some  concern  as  likely 
to  take  some  of  the  stock  fish  out  of  the  river  beyond  their 
reach  and  control,  but  on  the  first  occasion  when  applici- 
tion  was  made  to  the  talented  engiiaeer,  Mr.  J.  W.  Roother, 
;X  received  a,  most  courteous  reply,  granting  permissim  on 
each  occasion,  when  the  water  would  be  lowered  for  the 
purpose  of  netting  and  the  removal  of  the  fish  into  the 
Thames  again,  and  he  very  kindly  sent  me  a  plan  showing 
-the  width  and  depth  of  the  water.  It  has  always  been 
remarkable,  not  only  in  the  cutting,  but  in  the  West 
Middlesex  Water  Company's  reservoirs  opposite,  the  large 
proportion  of  the  fish  that  were  found  there  in  the 
nettings,  and^  especially  on  this  last  occasion,  were  perch, 
there  only  being  one  carp  and  a  few  jack  besides.  In  this 
particular  reach  of  the  river  I  can  very  well  remember 
in  my  angling  days  having  had  some  excellent  spoit 
amongst  the  perch,  fishing  with  the  veteran  William 
Milbourne,  and  accompanied  with  the  then  head  river- 
keeper,  the  late  Abraham  Stroud,  and  on  that  occasion, 
■  if  I  had  not  been  obliged  to  leave  early  in  the  afternoon, 
I  should  have  been  able  to  have  made  a  record  take  of 
perch,  and  this  my  old  friend  Milbourne  will  thoroughly 
indorse,  and  we  havq  frequently  talked  about  it  since. 
.The  reportaof  Mr.T.  W.  Gomm's  capture  of  a  SJlb.  trout  at 
Staines,  and  Mr  Jenkyn's  success  with  one  of  6|lb.  at  Sun- 
bury,  reached  me  too  late  for  last  week's  publication.  We 
have  Sit  last  got  the  rain,  and  if  it  is  succeeded  with  some 
fipe,  milder  weather,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  trout  fishers 
will  be  ^.ble  to  make  up  for  the  lamentable  deficiencies  of 
the  past  few  weeks.  In  another  month  the  general  body 
of  Thames  anglers  will  be  in  possession  of  the  river,  but 
there  is  plenti?  of  time  yet  for  some  good  trouting  if 
the  anglers  will  Only  show  up  and  give  thosa  fishermen 
the  chance  of  realising  what  they  have  said  each  week 
late'v  as  to  thore  being  "plenty  of  trout,  but  no  one 
.  Qowng  tp  try  for  them."— B. 

•  I  — r  (Daiohet). — Not  much  been  done  here.  I  was 
oiit  with  Mr.  Walter  Eyerard  on  the  11th  and  15th,  had 
"bad  luck  ;  on  the  14th  four  runs,  didn't  get  one  ;  on  the 
,I5th  be  caught  a  very  pretty  fieh  nearly  41b.  The  fish  are 
'  moving  very  well,  in  fact,  I  don't  know  where  it  is  there  is 
not  a  trout,  but  they  are  so  artfnl.— G.  Lumsden. 

,  :  (Hampton Conrt).—Willi4m Milbourne  reports: 

"  Mr.  George  Woods,  of  Molesey, on  Tutsday  creeled|a  very 
handsome  trout,weighing  5Jlb.  at  Hampton  Court  Weir. 
The  river  is  in  good  condition,  and  the  trout  have  been 
showing  well.  There  is  still  a  good  many  barbel  taken  at 
the  ijvejr,  but  returned  to  the  rivor  again." — B. 
_jl —  (Hampton  Wick).  —  Head  river  keeper, 
William  IDouglas,  in  his  offipial  report,  says :  "  I  have  not 
heard,  of  any  ,  trout  being  taken.  All  the  perch  have 
spawned,  aleo  most  of  the  barbel  and  roach,  but  there  may 
be  a  few  stray  ones  to  come  up.  The  swans  were  returned 
to  , the  river  to-day  (Tuesday),  having  been  up  four 
wepk8."-T-B. 

—  (Lechladej. — The  river  here  is  in  capital  order 
for  trouting,  and  several  good  fish  have  been  seen  on  the 
move  i  a  fine  one  was  lightly  booked  at  St.  John's  Bridge, 


estimated  to  be  a  7-pounder ;  and  another  large  one  by  Mr. 
George  Moir  in  Bnscot  weir  pool.  A  4  pouDder  hse  been 
taken  nearllnglesham.  Silver  Devon,  minnow,  bleak,  and 
small  dace  hive  been  the  lures.  The  Green  Drake  came 
up  on  Sunday  at  St.  John's  Bridge,  and  at  noon  on 
Monday  was  thick  on  the  wat<r  in  the  weir  pcol.  Mr. 
Lockwood,  when  fishing  for  trout  in  this  pool  with  Mr. 
Stockist,  with  a  large  floating  Green  Drake,  had  bis  fly 
actually  taken  by  a  bleak  or  blay,  which  was  safely  landed 
and  used  as  a  bait  by  Mr.  Moir,  but  unsuccessfully. 
There  has  been  a  quantity  of  large  Alder  flies  on  the 
water  as  well  as  Drakes,  and  the  chub  rise  freely  to  these 
flies  in  the  evening.  Should  think  a  trout,  if  spotted 
rising,  ought  to  be  taken  on  these  flies,  or  a  large  gold 
ribbed  red  Soldier  Palmer,  fished  wet. — Rambler. 

  (Shepperton).  —  George  Rosewell  writes:  "I 

have  had  three  more  trout — Mr.  J.  Parsons,  one  of  51b.  ; 
Mr.  R.  Coles,  one  of  fillb. ;  and  Mr.  Westrop,  one  of  2|Ib., 
which  he  returned  to  the  river  again.  I  have  had  three 
differoLt  members  of  the  Highbury  Club  down  within  the 
last  week,  and  each  oF  them  has  caught  their  first  Thames 
trout  whilst  fishing  with  me."  George  Rosewpll,  writing 
again  on  Tuesday,  says  :  "  Out  to-day  with  Mr.  Charles 
Turner  for  his  first  trial  this  season,  and  he  caught  a  nic? 
trout  weighing  5Jlb.  During  this  seafon  I  have  landed 
nine  trout  with  different  clients,  seven  of  the  best  weighing 
431b. ;  the  two  smaller  ones,  weighing  respectively 
21b.  8oz.  and  21b.  12oz.,  having  been  returned.  My  largest 
fish  was  81b.  12o7,  ,  and,  considering  all  things,  I  have  not 
done  badly."  Major  Arthur  Terry,  on  Saturday  last, 
creeled  a  very  pretty  fomale  trout  weighing  CJIb. ,  and 
another  on  Tuesday,  at  Sanbury,  weighing  61b.  4oz. — B. 

  (Staines). — The  report  of  Charles  Hone  reached 

me  too  late  for  last  week.  He  pot  a  nice  fish  of  51b.  12oz. 
with  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm.  Wriliig  yesterday  (Tuasdiy), 
he  says  :  "  We  ought  to  score  soon,  after  this  nice  rain." 
— B. 

  (Sunbnry). — Mr.  Jenkyn,  of  Sanbury,  has  creeled 

a  nice  trout  of  Gib.  12  jz  ,  which  was  weighed-in  at  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society.  This  report  reached  me 
too  late  last  week. — B. 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.,  East  Gloucester^ hire.— The 
weather  has  been  very  bad  for  trout  ifishers,  being  rough 
and  very  boisterous.  The  Green  Drake  has  been  up  on  tbe 
lower  Coin,  near  Ini?leeham,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Leach,  near  St.  John's  Biidge,  since  Monday  last,  and  I 
expect  with  warm  weather  that  it  will  be  up  generally  by 
about  Wednesday  or  Saturday  after  Whitsuntide.  A  large 
number  of  rods  have  been  out  both  onhsteland  private 
waters,  amongst  others  being  Col.  Porter,  Justice  Hannen, 
Drs.  Hooker,  Good,  March,  and  Wolfendale,  and  Messrs. 
CarboLell.  Faulkner,  Battersby,  Crowdy,  Barkley,  Johi 
Morgan,  Hough.  Perry,  H.  B.  Millward,  Stocktt  Moir, 
Peto,  Reade,  Yeates,  Hough,  Jackson.  Lea,  Mills,  &o. 
The  Duke  of  Leeds  is  fishing  the  Williamstrip  Park 
waters,  which  he  has  rented  for  the  May  Fly  season.  Dr. 
Lockwood  has  been  having  nice  sport  on  the  Little 
Farringdon  waters,  and  Mr.  P.  Lockwood  has  been  out, 
with  sport,  at  Lechlade  and  the  Priory  Mills.  Saw  the 
Green  Drake  thick  on  the  water  at  St.  John's  Bridge  on 
Monday. — Pan. 

Cornish  StreamB.---The  Camel,  after  tbe  recent 
rains,  is  now  in  good  condition  for  fly  fishing,  and  is  fairly 
high.  The  winds  are,  however,  cold,  and  sport  below 
expectations.  Baskets  of  sixteen,  twenty,  and  thirty  trout 
have  been  taken  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  river,  and  lower 
down  one  fisherman  got  101b.  weight.  Peal  are  not  yet 
running  in  this  river  or  the  Fowey,  but  if  thesa  waters 
continue  they  may  be  expected  in  the  lower  reaches  almost 
immediately. — Bodmin. 

Sareath  (Farningham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  &c.)  — 
Water  is  now  in  very  good  order,  and  the  smaller  trout 
are  rising  fairly  in  the  evenings  at  the  Black  Gnat,  bub  the 
larger  fish  do  not  move  so  much.  There  is  every  prospect 
of  some  fairly  good  sport  at  Whitsuntide,  though  very 
little  has  been  done  this  spring  so  far.  It  must,  indeed, 
be  considered  that  trout  fishing  proper  has  only  just  begun 
here.— J.  P.  T. 

I  art  (Totnes  and  District).— There  has  bcea  some 
fair  sport  with  trout  since  the  early  part  of  last  week, 
chiefly  by  evening  fishing.  On  Thursday  several  good 
baskets  were  made,  Mr.  E.  Distin  killing  a  nice  lot  of 
nearly  51b.  weight;  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  and  Mr.  H.  Full 
also  had  nearly  a  dozen  each;  and  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  killed 
a  few  brace.  Mr.  T.  Browse  creeled  some  nice  fish  in 
Hempston  Leat;  whilst  Mr.  H.  Searle  and  other  Staverton 
rods  have  had  fair  takes.  Mr.  Sethvbridge,  of  Paignton, 
killed  a  small  lot ;  and  on  Monday  Mr.  E.  Distin  secured 
seven  brace  at  Staveiton  ;  Messrs.  Ackrell  and  Full  also 
getting  some  sport. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  weath;r  this  week  has 
not  been  favourable,  with  cold  winds  and  showers.  Peal 
are  beginning  to  find  their  way  into  the  rivers,  the  first 
from  the  upper  Lyd  district,  a  2-pouDder,  being  secured  by 
T.  L.  Winsor,  of  Whitchurch,  in  the  Lady  Pool.  A  few 
salmon,  too,  have  been  killed  on  the  Dart  and  the  big 
northern  streams.  Trouting,  however,  showed  improve- 
ment last  week,  tbe  best  sport  being  obtained  from  the 
southern  border  rivers.  Some  capital  fish  were  creeled  in 
tbe  Ashwater  district,  takes  running  up  to  5lb.  or  Gib. 
weight,  the  best  trout  scaling  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  The 
Half  Stone  and  Red  Palmer  was  killing,  whi'st  in  the 
upper  Lyd  and  Tavy  (Cleave  district)  the  Blue  Flax  with 
Silver  Twijt  proved  most  effective.  Mr.  Bishop  killed  a 
nice  let,  ten  brace,  on  Saturday,  in  the  Bridestowe 
tributary,  several  fish  being  a  foot  in  length.  Other  rods 
have  had  fair  sport,  trout  being  plentiful  and  of  good  size. 
One  rod  on  the  Tamar  took  over  forty  fish  atter  a  few 
hours'  fishing,  the  Red  Palmer  and  Hawthorn  being  the 
favourite  bait.  From  the  upper  reaches  some  good  sport 
has  been  obtained,  principally  in  the  eveciug?,  Mr. 
Stainton  has  had  good  oxtches  up  to  two  and  a  half  dozen, 


aid  Mr.  C.  Woodley  killed  a  nice  lot  in  the  preserved 
water,  both  returning  a  good  number. — Devonian. 

Sden  (Carlisle). — Salmon  angling  may  almost  be  sail 
to  hi  over  for  the  tpring,  and  a  wretched  season  it  has  been. 
Sea  trout  are  now  ranting  fairly  well,  and  several  have 
been  caught  by  anglers  below  Carlisle  when  fishing  for 
trout.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  with 
the  fly,  the  Dark  Bloa  and  Yellow  Woodcock  being  the 
most  killing.  On  Monday,  Archdeacon  Prescott  had  IGib. 
in  the  Wetheral  water,  and  several  others  had  from  61b. 
to  lOlb.  Creeper  fishing  has  not  yet  begun,  the  river 
b .ing  too  heavy  and  the  trout  not  fairly  in  th3  stream?. 
Salmon  are  now  making  a  somewhat  belter  show,  and  one 
or  two  grilse  have  been  taken  in  the  nets.  For  the  early 
fish  they  are  large — 51b.  and  %h.  From  all  districts  comes 
the  report  that  river  trout  are  unusually  plentiful  and 
poachers  scarce.  This  must  be  so,  for  the  water  baiUifd, 
though  watching  every  night,  have  not  yet  come  across  a 
gang  this  season.— Silver  Grey. 

£ze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  very  unsettled, 
with  thuLder  fhowers  at  inttrvals.  The  rivers  rose  a  foot 
or  so  a  day  or  two  since,  but  the  rise  was  of  short  duration. 
Sport  has  not  been  particulai  ly  lively,  the  thunder  influ- 
ence rendering  trout  generally  sulky.  Many  of  our  local 
enthusiasts  are  now  eagerly  anticipating  the  Whitsun 
holiday,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  t'aat  the  clerk  of  the 
weather  will  be  in  more  genial  mood  on  that  festive 
ojcasion. — Red  Palmer. 

Feu  Di&trict  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.).— 
Angling  prospects  are  but  poor,  notwithstinding  that  we 
have  got  into  the  middle  of  May.  What  is  really  wanted 
ij  a  higher  temperature  of  the  water,  and  this  would  sat 
aquatic  life  going.  As  yet  fijh  have  to  be  brought  out  of 
the  holes  with  worm  grub  or  other  bottom  bait.  Fish 
only  rise  in  the  evening,  afcer  the  day's  sunshine.— 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (N'orth  Notti.).— Fishing  in  the  Idle 
district  is  still  unexciting.  Members  fishing  the  club 
waters  in  tbe  direction  cf  Southwell  have  very  little  sport, 
as  many  of  them  are  confined  to  the  fly.  The  same 
remark  applies  to  the  upland  district.  There  are  a  fair 
quantity  of  land  flies  about,  but  the  water  is  too  cold  for 
rtuch  sport.  Several  good  trout  have  bsen  landed  from 
the  Ryton  lately,  and  the  best  reported  last  week  scaled 
4Jlb.  It  was  caught  near  Blyth.  This  and  others  from 
this  stream  and  the  Idle  have  all  been  taken  with  the  dock 
grub. — L. 

IiBke  VjrnTty  (N.  Wales).— The  take  for  the  last 
week  was  247  fish  from  the  lake.  No  fishing  was  possible 
one  day  (the  13ch),  owing  to  stormy  weather.  The  above 
take  is,  therefore,  the  result  of  five  days'  fishing  only. 
On  the  10th,  thirty  fish  were  killed,  weighing  18ib.  loz. 
On  the  11th,  seventy  fish,  421b.  9oz.  On  the  12t;h.  forty- 
six  fish,  291b.  2oz.  Oq  the  loth,  fifty-five  fish,  321b.  loz. 
On  the  16th,  thirty-five  fish,  221b.  9oz.  On  the  rivers, 
Mr.  S.  Garnett  made  the  best  basket  with  thirteen  fish. 
On  the  10th,  Capt.  Garnett  killed  seven  fish,  41b.  loz. ; 
Col.  Doncaster.  five,  2ib.  15oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  five. 
Bib.  4)z.  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  five,  21b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Henty,  four, 
2lb.  8oz. ;  and  Mr.  Graham,  three,  lib.  lOoz.  On  the 
11th,  Col.  Doncaster  had  the  bsst  creel  with  sixteen  fish, 
81b.  14jz  ;  Mr.  Henty  killed  nine,  olb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Gee, 
seven,  51b.  loz.;  Mr.  Duprey,  seven,  41b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Graham,  seven,  41b.  4oz. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  six,  41b.  2jZ.  ; 
Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  four,  21b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Murly,  four, 
21b.  4}z. ;  Mr.  Jackson,  four,  2ib.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  three, 
21b.  loz. ;  and  Mr.  Watts,  three,  lib.  lOoz.  Oa  the  12th, 
Messrs.  R.  L.  and  S.  Garnett  killed  ten  fish,  7lb.  loz  ; 
Capt.  Garnett,  nine,  51b.  2cz. ;  Mr.  Henty,  eight,  4lb.  14  >z. ; 
Mr.  Jackson,  seven,  41b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Graham,  five,  3lb.  9dz.  ; 
and  Col.  Doncaster,  four,  21b.  14oz.  May  13  was  a  very 
stormy  day,  and  the  lake  was  too  rough  for  boats.  The 
rivers,  however,  gave  good  sport,  Mr.  S.  Garnett  killing 
tjirteen,  Mr.  Graham  eleven,  and  Mr.  Marly  eight  fish. 
On  the  15th,  Messrs.  R.  L.  and  S.  Garnett  killed  ten  fish, 
61b.  4oz. ;  Messrs.  Davison  and  Wymper,  nine,  51b.  8jz.  ; 
Messrs.  Broadmead  and  Atdcews,  seven,  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr. 
Jackson,  ssven,  4lb.  5oz. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  five,  3lb.  7oz.  ; 
Mr.  Henty,  five,  2lb.  12oz.  ;  Col.  DoncJSter,  four, 
2lb.  7oz. ;  and  Mr.  Watts,  four,  2lb.  2oz.  On  the  16ch 
(a  very  stormy  and  wet  day),  Mr.  Henty  killed  eleven 
trout,  6lb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  six,  4lb.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Graham, 
five,  5lb.  loz. ;  Mr.  Clarke,  four,  2ib.  Igoz. ;  and  Capt. 
Garnett,  three,  lib.  14oz.  The  fish  rise  only  to  very  small 
flies  mounted  on  00  hooks.  The  favourite  flies  at  present 
are  Black  Midge,  Partridge  and  Black,  Teal  and  Black, 
and  Teal  and  Esd. — Longdrift. 

Sliea  and  Tributaries. — The  rains  ha\e  teen  very 
welcome  in  the  Lea  Valley,  as  the  river  had  grown  stale, 
and  required  freshening  up.  There  has  been  a  nice  flush 
of  water  through,  and  trout  should  feed  letter.  There 
has  been  little  fpott  during  the  past  week  among  the 
trout,  although  numerous  anglers  have  been  out  spiuning, 
fly  fishing,  worming,  &c.  The  principal  capture  has  been 
a  nice  fish  of  41b.  Ifoz.,  and  measuring  21in.  in  length, 
which  early  in  the  week  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers,  while  fishing  the  Black 
Pool,  at  Rye  House.  Mr.  A.  E.  Jackson  had  a  grand 
trout  miss  the  bait  at  St.  Margaret's,  the  fish  literally 
jumping  at  it.  lha  angler  failed  to  rise  the  (rout  a  second 
time.  The  river  in  the  Ware  district  was  showing  signs  of 
pollution  early  in  the  week,  tbe  water  being  inky  black  in 
some  places.  A  few  decent  trout  have  been  met  with  in 
tlie  tributaries.  Mr.  Jackson  has  had  a  pretty  little  fish  of 
just  under  lib.  in  the  Hertford  district  of  the  Beane. 
Trout  have  been  seen  on  the  move  in  the  Stort,  at 
Harlow,  but  none  are  yet  reported  cibtured.  The  warmer 
weather  should  make  the  eels  run  in  the  Lta. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  still  running  clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  There  has  been  some  good  showers 
of  rain,  which  has  improved  the  water  in  this  part,  but 
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the  weather  has  been  sd  chacgeible  that  angling  for  this 
time  of  the  year  has  been  remarkably  slow  to  former  yearj. 
The  fish  have  b?ea  moving  fairly  well,  bat  there  has  not  been 
so  many  flies  on  owing  to  one  day  being  warm  and  another 
cold,  and  until  tie  weather  becomes  more  settled  sport 
will  be  slow  as  at  preseilt.  A  few  nice  tront  are  taken 
occisionally  with  Red  and  Gray  Spinners,  Yellow  Dan, 
Alder,  Iroa  Blue,  and  Stone  Fly.  Minnow  fishing  quiet. 
Bottom  fishers  have  been  successful.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
order. — Gwynke. 

Iiugs,  Arrow,  r,nd  Fimsley  (Eing'slaud).— 
Eivers  in  capital  order ;  sport,  though  improved,  not  yet 
to  say  good ;  weather  variable,  aud  wind  shifty.  Th? 
Alder  has  made  its  appearance,  ard  with  Yellow  Dun. 
Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,"  Hardy  Bro^vn,  Stone  Fly,  and 
Spinners  form  the  best  selection  to  rely  on.  With  im- 
provement in  weather,  prosoects  of  sport  during  the 
holidays  appsars  hopeful. — R.  T.  AVilli.\ms. 

North  Staffordshire  Silvers.— The  streams  in  this 
district  had  become  very  low  and  clear,  needing  the 
utmost  care  in  fishing,  but  the  intermittent  showers  of  the 
past  few  days  have  quite  altered  their  condition,  and  they 
are  now  flowing  with  a  nice  water.  Sport  has  been  had 
with  Hare's  Ear,  Wic^ham's  Fancy,  and  Fogg  Black,  but 
chiefly  on  smaller  streams.  The  Dove  seems  a  bit  back- 
ward on  most  of  its  lengths,  but  anglers  are  preparing  for 
the  onco7ning  drake  season.  Some  excellent  fish  have 
been  taken  on  the  Leek  and  Moorland  Club's  leneth  of 
the  Churnet,  chiefly  to  bottom  fishing,  but  the  Moss's 
Cockwing  has  accounted  for  a  few  good  fish  to  the  i  od  of 
Mr.  Hawkaworth. — F.  W.  D.vle. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Saltei  ton)  .—During  the  past  week 
Ihe  dry-fly  men  have  had  all  the  best  of  it,  and  some  good 
catches  have  been  made  by  experts.  The  river  was  very 
low  up  to  Tuesday,  May  16,  wlien  the  rain  came  down  in 
full  force.  During  the  night  a  perfect  gale,  accompinied 
by  heavy  rain,  raged,  and  to-day  (17th  inst.)  the  river  is 
fuU  and  slightly  coloured.  If  no  further  floods  come, 
fishing  ought  to  be  good  for  the  next  week  or  so.  The 
trout  are  now  in  very  good  condition,  and  show  splendid 
sport. — Heron. 

Fl}  month, — The  rain  during  the  last  week  has  been 
welcomed  both  by  the  farmer  and  the  fisherman,  and  the 
result  has  been  very  favourable  to  the  rivers— it  has  put 
plenty  of  water  in  them,  and  they  are  coming  down  a  n'ce 
colour.  Fresh  run  peal  have  been  taken  in  the  Tavy.  A 
gentleman  had  one  last  Tuesday  21b.  weight,  and  on  Wed- 
nesday one  of  111b.  weight.  I  did  not  see  the  fish,  but  I 
hear  they  were  in  very  good  condition.  Better  sport  has 
been  obtained  in  the  Dart,  and  several  good  salmon  have 
been  landed.  The  weather  has  been  rather  cold  for  trout 
fishing;  still,  some  nice  dishes  have  been  taken. — William 
Heaedee. 

Savem,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Towards  the  close  of  last  week  the  weather  was 
very  favourable  for  angling,  and  all  these  rivers  in  good 
condition,  consfqaently  some  capital  sport  was  had  by 
those  anglers  fortunate  enough  to  Ve  on  the  spot,  and 
several  gentlemen  from  Manchoiter,  Liverpool,  Oldham, 
and  other  parts  of  Lancashire  secured  some  nice  trout 
from  the  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain.  Several  fair  fized 
pike  were  also  taken  in  the  Severn  ani  lower  part  of  the 
Vymwy,  and  also  in  the  deep  water  in  the  last  mentioned 
river,  below  the  bridge  at  Llansaintff,  aid.  A  silmon  was 
recently  observed  in  the  Vyrnwy,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Llanymynech,  but  has  esfiaped  cipture  so  far.  The 
arigliog  in  the  Vyrnwy  has  greatly  deteriorated  since  Lake 
Vyrnwy  was  constructed,  and  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of 
several  practical  anglers  in  this  vicinity  that  it  was  a  very 
preat  mistake  to  construct  the  lake  so  that  the  compensa- 
tion water  which  flows  from  it  into  the  Vyrnwy  proceeds 
from  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  whereas  it  should  have  been 
taken  from  the  too  part,  the  consequence  being  that  all 
the  dregs  from  the  like  find  their  way  into  the  Vyrnwy, 
and  the  fish  ciptnred,  when  the  water  is  in  the  river,  are 
always  found  to  be  very  dull  and  liitless.  At  present  the 
weather  is  much  warmer  and  more  settled,  but  very  few 
flies  are  to  be  seen  moving  about. — Vvrnwy. 

Sossez  Riven  aud  Chichester  Hubonr. — 
Darirg  the  early  part  of  the  week  rain  has  fallen 
heavily,  accoiipanied  by  the  wind  blowing  half  a  gale,  and 
both  streams  and  rivers  are  now  in  good  colour.  A 
number  of  anglers  have  pitronised  the  Ouse  with  but 
indifferent  success.  A  few  Email  trout  have  been  taken 
from  the  Haneey  district,  lut  nothing  exceeding  sjoz. 
Dace  have  been  taken  with  fly,  but  are  not  rising  well  at 
present. _  Small  trout  have  given  sport  in  the  brooks, 
tiken  principally  with  worm,  and  frcm  the  upper  portion 
of  the  river  trout  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  captured  with 
minnow.  The  Rother  has  yielded  trout  of  21b.,  taken  by 
paternoster  with  gudgeon.  A  few  trout  have  rewarded 
anglers  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Adur.  Smelt  fishing  in 
the  harbour  has  not  been  so  productive.  Bass  are  ciming 
in,  and  smolt  departing.  They  are  antagonbtic— Geoegr 

F,  Salter. 

Taff   (Llandowror,    Carmarthenshire^  —  The 

water  continues  in  first  rate  order  for  trout  fishing,  and 
good  baskets  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week. — H. 

Taw  (Soith  Devon).— The  rain  during  the  past 
few  days  has  made  the  rivers  fishable,  and  although 
cold  some  good  catches  have  been  had.  Mr.  P.  got  two 
dozen  on  Friday ;  Mr.  T.,  four  dozen  ;  Mr.  J.,  a  nice  catch 
at  Molland.    Two  gentlemen  did  well  also  on  the  Bray. 

G.  Anstey  has  taken  some  catches  on  the  Taw,  Mr.  M. 
C.  Campbell  had  a  nice  take  on  Monday.  On  the  Lynn, 
at  Lynmouth,  good  sport  has  been  got.  Some  gentlemen 
told  me  of  some  takes  on  the  Mole.  The  netsmen  are 
very  ranch  disappointed  ;  their  labours  have  been  fruitless, 
or  nearly  so,  Wednesday,  rivers  higher,  and  fresh  salmon 
are  running  up.  The  otter  hounds  have  killed  on  the 
Taw  this  morning,  being  the  third  in  eight  days.  The 
flies  mostly  aged  are  Blue  Upright  (real),  Rustus  (red 


and  blue),  Pinket,  Caddis,  March  Browns,  and  Red 
Palmer. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil,  South  Wales).— River  in  fair 
condition.  Good  biskats  of  tront  taken  last  fortnight. 
Twenty-six  fijh  la«t  Thursday,  7Jlb.  ;  on  Friday,  twenty- 
eight  fish,  C^lb.  Several  salmon  caught.  One  on  Tues- 
day, 121b.,  in  the  village  — A.  B.  S. 

Teme  (Iiudlow).— The  Tema  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  unsettled,  and  some  good  falls  of 
raia  have  been  had,  which  has  mide  the  fish  more  on 
the  move,  and  has  also  greatly  refreshed  the  river. 
The  wind  has  been  strong,  and  to-day  (Wednesday) 
rain  threatens,  and  there  will  be  more  storms,  and 
until  it  takes  up  there  is  little  prospect  of  good 
baskets  of  fish  being  landed.  There  has  been  a  good  few 
anglers  out,  and  they  have  used  Red  Spinner,  Blue  Dun, 
Alder,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Grey  Spinner,  and  Yellow  Dun. 
Minnow  fishing  has  been  tried,  but  with  little  success. 
Worm  fishing  has  been  good,  and  some  large  trout  landed. 
Eels  have  now  begun  to  run  well,  and  some  good  lots  have 
been  landed.  On  Monday  morning  an  angler  in  the  Castle 
Pound,  with  the  worm,  took  a  fine  trout  scaling  21b.  all 
but  an  ounce.  With  the  Red  Spinner  and  Yellow  Dun 
four  good  trout  were  taken  the  same  day.  On  Tuesday, 
some  good  trout  were  landed  with  the  worm.  In  the 
water  near  Ludford  several  trout  have  been  caught  with 
the  fly.  On  Wednesday,  trout  were  on  sale  at  the  fish- 
mongers at  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  sport 
has  been  had  in  them  with  fly  and  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  is 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  heavy  showers 
of  rain  have  been  had,  which  has  refreshed  the  river,  and 
the  fish  have  been  more  inclined  to  rise  at  the  fly.  A  few 
arg^ers  have  been  out,  but  until  the  weather  gets  more 
settled  fishing  will  be  slow.  The  flies  used  are  the  Red 
and  Grey  Spinners,  Stone,  Yellow  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  and 
Hardy  Brown,  and  several  very  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been 
taken.  Trout  are  inclined  to  feed  on  the  bottom,  and  no 
doubt  are  after  the  caddis  bait,  as  if  the  weather  was 
warmer  ihiy  would  soon  be  showing  themselves. — 
Worcester. 

Upper  Tore. — We  have  had  a  few  floods,  and  a  lot  of 
baskets  have  been  made  with  the  worm  and  minnow  ;  one 
gentleman  staying  at  the  Crown  caught  a  good  basket  of 
trout,  also  returned  to  the  river  seventeen  grayling,  these 
fish  were  in  the  very  best  of  condition.  Blades,  as  usual, 
has  been  catching  his  71b.  or  81b.  each  day  this  week,  most 
of  them  average  Jib.  With  the  weather  a  little  warmer, 
the  next  week  on  this  liver  should  be  the  best  of  the  season. 
— Fawcett  (Crown,  Hawes). 

Witham,  fto.  (Blid-Iiinoolnshire).— Reports  from 
the  trout  fishing  districts  are  but  very  meagre.  The 
supply  of  flies  is  as  yet  but  very  scant.  The  Cowdung, 
Hawthorn,  and  other  land  flies  are  about  in  the  sunshine, 
but  water  flies  are  a  rarity.  As  a  rule,  fish  have  to  be 
sought  for  in  the  deej  er  holes.  Now  and  then  an  angler 
gets  a  haul,  but  oftener  he  is  out  of  luck.  One  of  the  best 
baskets  we  have  heard  of  was  five  brace,  taken  from  a 
stream  in  North  Lincolnshire,  above  Horncastle. — Ldci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above  rivers 
were  in  order  for  the  fly  up  to  Saturday  in  last  week. 
Sport  has  been  better  on  both  streams,  baskets  ranging, 
from  three  to  five  brace  have  been  obtained.  The  Darley- 
dale  Club's  water  has  yielded  some  nice  fish.  Mr.  Brown, 
fishing  the  lower  portion  of  this  club's  water,  took  two  and 
a  half  and  one  and  a  half  brace  on  two  occasions,  several 
of  these  nearly  lib.  each.  B.  H.  Maule,  Esq.,  fishing  the 
Matlock  and  Cromfoid  Angling  Association's  water, 
Matlock  Dale,  landed  several  nice  fish  vi'.h  minnow. 
This  same  gentleman,  fishing  from  a  boat  by  the  Lovers' 
Walk,  took  one  about  21b  ,  and  several  others  smaller.  On 
Wednesday  night,  Mr.  William  King,  fishing  from  his 
balcony  at  Matlock  Bath  with  a  small  Devon  minnow, 
hooked  a  splendid  trout,  and  after  an  hour's  combat  he 
sucjeeded  in  landing  it,  which  proved  to  be  22in.  long, 
12in.  in  girth,  and  weighed  4Jlb.  This  fish  has  been  sent 
to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Son,  London,  for  pre83rvation. 
Several  other  gentlemen  have  taken  a  few  nice  fish  below 
Cromford,  bnt  there  is  still  a  lack  of  natural  flies  on  the 
water.  The  showery  weather  we  have  had  this  week 
should  improve  the  fishing  for  Whitsuntide  holiday 
anglers,  as  the  prospect  is  good.  Useful  flies:  Yellow 
Dun,  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Furnace  Fly,  and 
Bumbles. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dove,  &c.  (York- 
shire).— "  Do  you  call  this  May  ?  It's  more  like 
November,"  said  a  Coverdale  man  to  me  the  other  day, 
when  up  fishing  that  beautiful  little  tributary  of  the  Yore, 
and  I  must  admit  that  so  far  the  balmy  month  has  not 
been  of  the  character  the  old  writers  describe  it.  Perhaps 
the  climate  has  changed.  Anyway,  we  have  h  id  plenty  of 
water  to  fish  in,  and  if  its  been  cold  and  against  fly  fish- 
ing, sport  with  the  worm  and  minnow  has  been  good.  I 
have  missed  a  lot  of  the  flies  usually  seen  in  quantity 
during  the  months  of  April  and  May,  and  the  fish  even  on 
likely  days  have  had  little  inducement  to  rise  to  the 
artificial  fly.  This  lack  of  insect  life  is,  doubtless, 
the  cause  of  the  trout  being  backward  in  condition, 
bt-t  a  good  feed  on  the  Stone  Fly  creeper,  and 
then  on  the  fly  itself,  will  put  them  all  right. 
I  send  J  oa  by  same  post  a  bottle  of  larvio  and  fly  of  the 
Gravel  Bed  Fly  I  found  hatching  out  in  numbers  the 
other  day,  also  a  few  Red  Clocks  and  Stono  Fly  creeper. 
You  will  notice  that  the  latter  have  made  little  progress 
for  a  week  or  two.  A  gentleman  writes  me  asking  for  a 
few  dozen  Stone  Fly  to  try  dapping  on  the  Irish  lakes 
next  Tuesday.  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  kill  trout  any- 
where, but  I  don't  anticipate  them  hatching  out  until 
June.  This  is  oiten  the  case.  I  got  twenty-four  trout  on 
Monday,  and  sixteen  on  Tuesday,  with  the  Miller's 


Thumb  Devon.     Several  other  anglers  have  don*!  well 
up  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Yore  since  Friday^ 
they  being  in  much  better  trim  than  the  main  river  , 
itself,  although  in  the  upper  waters  there  has  been.', 
nothing  to  complain  of  as  far  as  worm  and  minnoW_ 
fifching  is  concerned.    Lower  down  there  has  been  too* 
much    water,  but   things  will  right  theas-lves,  ^nd  ' 
tine  weather  is  all  that  is  required  for  the  fly  fiaher  to  ' 
have  a  real  good  time  of  it  now.   To-f'ay  the  Yore  is  ia'^ 
grand  trim  for  the  fly,  but  a  strong  westerly  wind  has  been' 
against  angling,  and  only  a  little  could  be  indulged  in  ia 
sheltered  places.    Some  nice  dishes  of  tront  have  been^^ 
caught  in  the  Swale  during  the  week,  between  Cattericlr 
and  Maker,  chiefly  with  the  worm  and  minnow;  and  Mr. 
Robert  Lee,  of  Thirsk,  tells  me  some  large  fish  have  beerf- 
caught  in  the  Codbeck,  one  of  31b.  loz. ,  another  of 
2ib.  9Joz.,  and  a  third  weighing  21b.  lloz.    When  I  knew 
this  stream  years  ago  it  used  to  contain  burbot,  bnt  I  am 
told  they  are  now  about  extinct.    A  lot  of  spiwning  piker 
run  up  the  Codbeck  from  the  Swale  to  spawn.  There 
has  been  too  much  water  in  the  Wharfe  for  fly  fishing,' 
tut  as  I  write  prospects  are  good  for  the  holidays;  all 
that  we  want  now  is  genial  weather.    At  Ilkley,  Messrs. 
Leach  and  Richardson  have  done  very  fairly,  and  Mr. 
Binns  killed  thirty  trout  last  Saturday  with  the  Partridge 
and  Yellow ;  this  is  always  a  good  fly  on  this  river. 
Higher  up,  Mr.  Wood  and  other  gentlemen  have  found 
the  minnow,  the  March  Brown,  and  the  Waterhen  Bloato 
kill  well.    Until  we  have  much  warmer  weather  all  thu 
flies  usually  fished  at  the  opening  of  the  season  will  be  best 
to  rely  on  for  this  river  and  the  Nidd,  on  which  Mr.  Riley 
Fortune,  of  Harrogate,  caught  twenty-f  jur  trout  in  th« 
Conservative  Club  water  with  fly.    Messrs.  Lupton  atd 
Dent  return  twenty-three  for  one  day;  Mr  Dickinson, 
twenty ;  and  baskets  containing  from  half  a  dozen  to  a 
dozen  trout  have  been  common.    Mr.  Waddiogton  has 
done  well  with  the  Snipe  and  Yellow  and  March  Brown, 
but  the  most  killing  flies  on  the  Dove  have  been  the  Red 
Drake  and  the  Brown  Bodied  Drake  ribbed  wi;;h:  gold 
tinsel.    Mr.  J.  C.  Frank  had  a  very  good  day  at  Sinnington. 
The  Dove  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  anglers  for 
Whitsuntide ;  there  is  plenty  of  water,  and  prosoects  for 
sport  could  not  be  better. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.-  - 

By'  Telegraph. — The  Yorkshire  rivers  are  all  in  fine 
trim  for  angling.  The  weather  has  changed,  and  is  now 
genial  and  springlike,  with  a  south-west  wind  and  wnip 
showers.  Prospects  for  sport  for  the  Whitsuntide  anuleis 
are  Al.  The  flies  are  March  Brown,  Snipe  and  Yellow, 
Partridge  and  Orange,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Orange, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Thompson's  Fancy,  Olive  Bba,  Dotterel, 
and  Yellow  Blue  Partridge,  and  Poult  Bloi  until  the 
Stone  Fly  comes  on. — J.  E,  Millee,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 

SCOTCH  REPORTS, 

Awe.— Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  the  10th,  Mr. 
Macdonald  had  a  salmon  of  lOlb.  On  the  I2:h,  Mr.  John 
Hassack  McNiven  had  one  of  iSlb.  On  the  13:h,  Mr. 
C.  T.  W.  Gardener  had  one  of  ISlb.  River  in  grand  order, 
— D.  Macdonald. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle.— The  weather  is  a  trifle 
warmer  than  it  was  ten  days  ago,  but  owing  to  the  cold 
spring  jellow  trout  are  not  jet  in  prime  condition, 
Salmon  fishing  has  been  most  disastrous.  Few  fish  haye 
so  far  been  caught,  and  not  many  are  expected  to  "be  taken 
before  the  back-end  o?  the  season.  The  same  scarcity  of 
fish  prevails  in  the  Tay,  the  Tweed,  and  other  Scotch 
livers,  as  well  as  in  the  Eden  and  the  Annati.  Mr.  T. 
Graham's  capture  of  a  sea  trout  weighing  41b.,  in  the 
Duke  of  BuccleucVs  reserved  water  at  Canonbie, 
with  fine  fly  tackle,  if  one  of  the  chief  recent 
angling  events.  He  was  fishing  for  yellow  trout, 
and  had  a  hard  struggle ,  with  the  sea  trout,  which 
was  full  of  fight.  Mr.  Wm.  Thompson  had  eleven  yellow 
trout  in  Langholm  water,  and  other  anglers  have  had  fair 
taBkets  in  the  Ewes  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr. 
W.  Murray,  Canonbie.  caught  .5^1b.  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
Liddle,  above  Penton  Linns,  and  hooked  a  sea  trout,  but 
lost  it.  Dr.  McLellan,  Liverpool,  staying  at  Es'i  Bank, 
Canonbie,  close  to  the  Esk,  had  fifteen  yellow  trotit  with 
fly,  in  Tommy's  Pool  and  Mill  Pool,  in  the  Esk.  Mr.  S. 
MoKune  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Byrebum- 
foot  water ;  and  Mr.  D.  Little,  Claygate,  Canonbie.  landed 
eighteen  trout  with  fly  in  the  same  water.  The  Liidle  is 
now  in  good  order  for  angling.  Fishing  in  the  upper 
reaches,  below  Newcastleton,  Mr.  J.  Smith  had  a  nice 
basket,  which  weighed  101b.  Mr.  J.  Murray,  Copshaw, 
had  also  a  good  basket,  one  yellow  trout  weighing  over  Ub. 
Daring  the  last  few  days  the  weather  has  been  unfavcrar- 
able  for  angling,  and  in  consequence  comparatively  few 
rod  fishers  have  been  out.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Wm.  Law, 
Canonbie,  fishing  in  Jock's  stream,  in  the  Esk,  had  a  nice 
new  run  salmon,  with  fly,  weighing  91b.  Sea  front-atB 
not  running  freely,  but  may  be  expx'^ed ,  Soon.  "Mr. 
Telford  Langholm  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trotrtin 
the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Mtcmiilan  had  also  a  nice  basjfeet 
in  the  same  water.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  abOve  the 
magnificent  Penton  Linns,  Mr.  Hill  Slack  had  a  nice  catch 
of  61b.  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Oliver  had  a  good  basket 
below  New  Castleton.  There  have  been  no'sea"  ticu' 
taken  in  the  Liddle  up  to  the  present.  Yellow  tront 
are  furnishing  the  bulk  of  the  sport  in  -  the  Liddle ; 
the  same  applies  to  the  Esk.  In  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Liddle  several  local  anglers  have  had  good 
sport  with  yellow  trout,  but  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  Esk  little  has  been  done.  Mr.  Mason,  Rock- 
liffe,  had  one  sea  trout  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water,  and  an 
angler  staying  at  Longtown  had  a  o:)nple  below  the  bridge, 
and  lost  another  one.  A  Metal  Bridge  angler  bad  a  grand 
run  with  a  salmon  on  Saturday  at  Lynefoot,  but  the  fish 
eventually  got  away.  Last  week  the  weather  Wis  damp-in 
the  Langholm  district,  yet  the  river  reit_aiii?d^w,  knd  as 
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no  fiehirg  could  be  done,  a  good  many  of  the  anglers  joined 
in  a  graidhunt  with  the  Dumfrie-shire otter  hounds.  A 
stait  was  niade  at  the  ianction  of  the  Bsk  and  Ew^s, 
!>t  the  foot  of  the  Castle  Holm,  one  of  the  most 
picture-que  spots  on  the  river.  At  Langholm  Lodge 
the  favourite  st'at  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  there  was  a 
grand  burst  of  hounds'  melody,  which  ssvep*;  over  the 
mountain  tops  and  resounded  through  those  deep  glens  of 
liir-t'amed  bpauty.  The  otter  got  away.  On  returning  to 
the  "  mucile  toon,"  the  watsr  being  in  faif  order, 
several  of  the  otter  hunting  anglers  were  out  with  their 
rods  in  the  gloaming.  One  gentleman  staying  at  the 
Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  creeled  a  dczen 
yellow  trout  above  the  Skipper's  Biidge;  while  Messrs. 
Thompson,  Gralaoi,  Anderson,  and  others  had  good 
catches.  At  time  of  writing  teaaperature  low  and  water 
cold.— GiLNOClilE. 

Breadalbane  Arms  Ho!  el  (Aberfeld)).  —  The 

Eev.  T.  J.  Yarde,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig  on  the  11th, 
caught  fifteen  trout,  4|lb.  ;  on  the  13th,  twenty-four  trout, 
8|lb.  ;  and  fishing  the  Tay  on  the  12th,  caught  niae  trout, 
31b.  ;  on  the  15tb,  eleven  trout,  5Jlb. 

Carrou  (£aster  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Quite  a 
number  have  been  out,  both  from  hotel  and  lodges,  but 
owing  to  unfavourable  conditions  sport  has  been  poor. 
Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  landed  two  salmon  of 
81b.  and'-lOIb.  on  Glencalvie  water.  A  few  other  fish 
were  caught  sicoe  last  reported,  but  particulars  not  to 
hand.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— In  the  end  of  last  week  and 
the  beginning  of  the  present  week  genial  showers  of  rain 
have  fallen  in  this  district,  which  had  a  beneficial  etiect  on 
this  river.  Anglers  are  having  fair  sport,  the  only  draw- 
back being  the  large  amount  of  smolts  which  the  rising  of 
the  stream  have  brought  down.  The  smolts  are  of  good 
size,  and  in  a  healthy  condition,  which  augurs  well  for 
future  fishing.  Some  good  biiskets  of  trout  areget'iog. 
Silmon  and  grilsa  are  exceedingly  scirce.  and  we  hear  of 
only  one  salmon  having  been  killed  this  week  on  the 
Carnoustie  section,  weighing  5Jlb.  There  was  a  slight 
increase  in  the  take  in  the  net  fishing,  some  fine  clean 
run  silmon  having  been  got.  On  the  coast  there  was  an 
imperceptible  improvement  in  the  fishing  on  Saturday  list 
and  on  tbe  first  half  of  this  week.  The  weather  is  more 
favourable,  the  wind  blowing  more  milder  from  a  westerly 
direction.  On  Monday  two  large  boxes,  weighing  close  on 
2owt.  each,  on  Tuesday  one  of  l^owt  ,  and  another  on 
Wednesday  of  sioailarsize,  were  dispatched  to  the  markets. 
The  salmon  are,  not  of  particularly  heavy  weight,  the 
average  being  91b.: — H.  W. 

Isla.i — The  weather  hxs  been  milder  for  some  days 
tack,  and,  though  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  snow  broth, 
sport  has  greatly  improved,  and  fairly  good  baskets  are 
being  made  with  fly,  the  most  taking  being  March  Browns, 
Hackles,  and  Hare's  Eir.  On  the  Ericht,  on  Friday,  at 
Bridge  of  Cally,  Mr.  Durward  Lyell  landed  a  trout  of 
51b.,  and  meaguring  18in.  in  length.  This  trout  has  bean 
known  to  frequeiit  the  same  pool  for  ten  or  twelve  years, 
and  his  frequently  teen  hooked,  but  has  broken  a  great 
amount  of  tackle  and  temper,  and  given  ccsasion  for  a 
great  deal  of  strorg,  and  even  vile,  language.  Friday's 
capture  is  to  be  preserved  in  the  form  of  a  cist.  Oa  tne 
Ardle,  Shee,  Black*ater,  Dean,  and  Melgum  tributaries 
fair  sport  ii  now  got;  but  there  is  still  a  great  absence  of 
insect  life,  as  up  till  now  there  hia  been  no  genial,  sunny 
weather. — Iasqair  (May  15). 

IiOchAwe  (Loch  Awe  Hotel).— The  following  are 
the  best  takes  recently :  Mr.  J.  M.  Ross  (Glasgow),  s^ven 
trout;  Mr.  McParlane  (Edinburgh),  twelve  trout;  Mr.<i. 
Cirter  (London),  eighteen  trout;  the  Rev.  G.  Marjori- 
ba'  ks  (Stenton),  one  salmon,  101b  — D.  Fraser. 

Iioch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).— Out 
from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  May  10,  Mr.  Fitzwilliam 
caught  seven  trout;  oa  the  11th,  Mr.  C.  Mclntyre  caught 
fourteen  trout;  and  on  the  12l;h,  Mr.  Neale  Thomson  had 
a  fine  biekeb  of  twenty-six  trout.— H.  M. 

Lochleven  ( Kinross).— A  week  of  dull,  cold  weather, 
with  moderate  winds,  has  done  nothing  to  improve  sport 
as  was  expected,  and  anglers  have  had  a  very  disappointing 
time  on  the  loch.  There  was  no  rise  of  fish  on  all  the  week, 
«ven  when  the  weather  appeared  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Fish  are  now  feeding  on  the  bottom,  and  until  the  weather 
becomes  milder  good  catches  cannot  ba  looked  for.  On 
Tuesday  the  wind,  which  has  been  persistent  from  the 
south-east  or  north-east,  veered  into  the  south-west,  and 
became  very  Equally,  S3  that  only  a  score  of  trout  were 
killed  by  forty-five  anglers.  The  most  successful  angling 
club  out  during  the  week  was  tbe  Glasgow  Angling  Club, 
the  catch  to  ten  rods  being  fifty-five  trout,  34lb.  6uz.  The 
heaviest  prize  creel  of  trout  was  secured  by  Mr.  W.  N. 
Machan,  of  the  Dundee  Club,  who  captured,  with  fly, 
.  thirteen,  of  01b.  12oz.  The  best  sport  was  got  by  the 
following  private  parties:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LiirJ,  London, 
twenty-thie^  trout-,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Dunbar,  fifteen  trout, 
121b. ;  Mr.  T.  Lawson,  Glasgow,  cixteen  trout.  111b. ;  Mr. 
G.  Stirling,  Crieff,  fourteen  trout,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Dunlop, 
Bridge  of  Allan,  eighteen  trout,  131b.  8jz. ;  Mr.  Slcaa, 
Glasgow,  fourteen  trout,  lolb.  All  the  boats  are  engaged 
for  tne  ensuing  wefk  — Rodert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel),  N.B.— Trout  fishing 
during  the  past  week  has  been  very  good,  and  anglers  have 
hien  most  successful.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  McGregor  and 
Pile,  fishing  Loch  Knockie,  had  a  nice  basket  of  forty-one 
trout,  weigliing  lUb.  On  Tuesday,  fishing  Loch  Mhor, 
Messrs.  McGregor  ard  Lindsay  had  twenty-one  trout, 
weighing  121b.  On  Wednesday,  on  Loch  Mhor,  Mr.  Pile 
had  twenty-six  trout,  weighing  151b. ;  and  Messrs. 
McGregor  and  Lindsiy,  thirty  trout,  181b.  On  Thursday, 
Mr.  I'lle,  on  Loch  Mhor,  had  twcLty-two  trout,  131b.  ; 
and  Messrs.  McGregor  and  Lindsay,  thirty-six  trout,  231b. 
On  Frida,y,  Mr.  Pile  had  a  splendid  basket  of  thirty-one 
trout,  weighing 201b. ;  and  Messrs.  McGregor  and  Lindsay 
had  thirti -jight  trout,  2llb.— S.  Tilston. 


Navar   (Bett^hill,    via   Thurso,   N.B.).— The 

water  is  low,  and  very  little  done  either  by  rod  or  net. 
On  8th,  Mr.  Oats,  Dalvinx  Lodge,  landed  a  salmon  on 
Beat  No.  1  ;  on  9th,  one  on  No.  2  ;  and  on  10th,  on  No.  3. 
On  11th,  Mr.  Lawrence,  Skelpick  Lodge,  had  a  salmon 
on  No.  2 ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  a  grilse  of  2Jlb.  on 
No.  0.  This  was  the  first  grilse  of  the  season  eittter  by 
rod  or  net.  On  12th,  Dr.  Turner,  Syre  J^odge,  had  a  nice 
salmon  weighing  131b. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Splendid  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  all  over  during  the  past  week,  while  the  prospscts 
are  daily  getting  brighter.  On  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Dee  one  rod  lajt  week  had  nine  fith  one  day,  scaling  from 
61b.  to  16ib.  This,  of  course,  is  exceptional,  the  average 
being  two  and  three  daily  on  the  best  water.  There  is  a 
fc  ircity  of  fish  on  the  lower  waters,  owing  to  the  falling 
off  on  the  coast,  and  this  vvill  be  more  severely  felt  as  the 
season  progresses.  Grilse  are  making  their  appearanca  in 
fairly  large  numbers.  On  the  Fife  Arms  water,  Braemar, 
Mr.  Wyburgh  had  one  of  CJlb. ;  and  Mr.  Fred  Usher 
another  of  the  same  weight  on  tbe  same  beat.  On  tli9 
Grathie  section,  Mr.  Page  creeled  one  of  7ilb.  and  one  of 
81b. ;  while  Mr.  Granville  Farquhar  had  one  of  61b. 
on  the  Invercauld  privata  water.  On  the  Ballater 
reaches  anglers  have  had  excellent  sport  every  day 
during  the  pist  week,  five,  six,  and  seven  fish 
bsing  got  per  rod  per  day.  On  the  Glentina  waters,  Mr. 
Barclay  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  161b.,  two,  of  91b.  and 
16lb.,  two.  of  51b.  and  81b.,  two,  of  7ilb.  and  15Ib.,  three, 
of  51b.,  71b.,  and  171b.,  and  two,  of  51b.  and  71b. ;  while 
Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman  had  one  of  Gib.,  and  two,  of  61b. 
and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Laming,  one  of  81b.,  one  of  8^1b.,  two,  of  81b. 
and  81b.,  and  three,  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  101b.;  and  Mr. 
Farrer,  one  of  13ilb.  On  the  Aboyne  section,  Mr.  White- 
law  creeled  two,  of  Sib.  and  13Ib.,  and  two,  of  6J  b.  and 
7<b ;  Mr.  Fife-JamesoQ,  one  of  51b  ,  two,  of  61b.  and  8  b., 
two,  of  61b.  and  71b  ,  and  one  of  61b. ;  Mr  Watfon,  one  of 
o.^lb ;  Mr.  Barclay,  two.  of  6lb.  and  131b. ;  Mr.  Allan, 
tbrje.  of  61b.,  6ilb.,  and  7ilb. ;  Dr.  Lewers,  one  of  OJlb  ; 
and  Mr.  Younger  two,  of  61b.  and  71b.  On  the  Kiocir- 
dine  O'Neil  section.  Major  Davidson  had  four  on  Dees 
water,  scaling  6Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  and  two,  of  61b. 
and  8ib  ;  wbi'e  Mr.  Findlay  had  one  of  101b.,  and  two,  of 
7Jlb.  and  81b.;  while  Harper,  keeper,  one  of  17 lb.,  and 
two,  of  71b.  and  81b  ,  on  the  same  waters.  On  Borrow- 
stone  water,  Lord  L'sburn  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  81b., 
one  of  61b.,  and  one  of  121b. ;  while  Lord  Garrioch  had 
two,  of  61b.  each,  and  one  of  71b.  On  the  Billogie  water, 
Mr.  Crawford  Logan  had  two,  of  61b.  and  71b.,  two,  of 
6ilb.  and  9Jlb.,  three,  of  81b.,  SJlb.,  and  WJlb.,  and  two, 
of  71b.  and  101b.  ;  while  Mr.  Levett  had  one  of  61b.,  one 
of6J'b.,  and  two,  of  61b.  each.  On  the  Carlogie  water, 
Mr.lMonk  Gould  creeled  one,  81b.,  and  Mr.  Cook  Taylor 
one,  7ib.  On  the  Commonty  water,  Sandy  Boss  had  one  of 
81b.,  and  one  of  711^.  Oa  Kincardine  water,  Mr. 
G.  Orr  landed  one  ot  101b.  On  the  Sluie  section, 
Charlie  Gill  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  151b. ;  while 
John  Mortimer  had  six  on  the  Woodend  water,  scaling 
from  6Jlb.  to  101b.  On  the  Upper  Blackball  water  five 
fish  were  got,  scaling  from  61b.  to  8Jlb.  On  the  Cairnton 
and  Durris  sections  a  like  spell  cf  good  sport  was  had, 
but  few  fish  were  seen  on  any  of  the  lower  reaches.  On 
the  Don  excellent  baskets  of  trout  were  made  on  the 
Parkhill,  Pitmadden,  and  adjoining  bfats  by  Baillie 
Brown,  Mr.  Chas.  Grahame,  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay,  and 
others.  On  the  Ythan,  Mr.  Shepherd  had  a  salmon  of 
14lb.  on  the  Ellon  Castle  waters ;  while  Messrs.  George 
Stephen,  Geo.  Stott,  and  others  had  good  baskets  of  trout. 
The  Ugie  is  also  fishing  exceedingly  well,  now  that  the 
weather  has  taken  a  more  favourable  turn. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  weather  is  still  unsettled, 
and  quite  unfavourable  for  angling.  Yesterday  (Tuesday) 
there  were  severe  falls  of  hail  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Moffat  Dale,  and  more  hail  fell  this  morning.  Several 
anglers  have  been  out  trout  fishing  on  all  the  Border 
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6(5  Falmouth. 
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streams,  but  sport  has  been  decidedly  poor.  Yellow  trout 
have  not  teen  ridog  to  the  fly  at  all  well,  but  several 
baskets  have  been  had  with  the  worm  bait,  fished  in  the 
clear  water  style.  In  the  Solway  tiie  run  of  eea  trout  is 
much  under  the  average  for  the  third  week  of  May,  and  so 
long  as  the  weather  remains  cold  and  unseasonable  the 
lessees  and  fishermen  do  not  anticipate  any  improvement 
in  the  run  of  sea  trout.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
Eport  had  on  the  d  ffarent  rivers  of  the  Solway  with  the 
exception  of  the  Border  Esk,  which  is  reported  upon 
separately.  The  Annan. — This  river  is  in  fair  order  in 
the  middle  and  lower  reaches  for  trout  fishing.  In  the 
higher  waters  near  Moffat  the  streams  are  low  and  clear, 
and  very  little  has  been  done  in  that  part.  Mr.  Hnllet, 
of  Moffat,  a  well-known  angler,  had  a  heavy  basket  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  Wamphray  portion,  caught  with  worm 
and  fly.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  Rae  killed  over  a  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  the  Wamphray  and  Dinwoodie  portions.  They  were 
all  caught  with  worm.  Not  a  fish  would  look  at  the  fly. 
Mr.  Thorburn,  Brydekirk,  was  reported  as  having  killed  a 
sea  trout  and  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  Mount  Annan 
water  last  we  5k.  There  has  been  no  sport  in  the  lower 
reaches.  Thk  Nith. — Angling  is  about  at  a  standstill  jast 
now.  Only  a  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  very  indifferent 
baskets  have  been  the  rule.  On  the  Cludenand  Cairn  the 
yellow  trout  angling  has  shown  considerable  decline  since 
last  report.  This  is  attributed  to  low  waters  and  the  cold 
weather.  Thk  Gallovfay  Rivers. — There  are  no  par- 
ticulars of  the  angling  from  this  district  this  week.  On 
the  lochs  the  trout  have  not  been  rising  at  all  well,  while 
the  fish  that  have  been  caught  are  not  yet  in  good  con- 
dition. AvRSHiRE  Lochs. — More  rods  have  been  out 
since  last  week.  Two  anglers  caught  abatt  a  score  of 
yellow  trout  on  Friday  by  fishing  from  the  Bglinton  Hotel 
boat  on  Loch  Doon.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Murray  and  friend 
killed  twenty-five  on  the  same  loch.  Angling  on  the  Ayr- 
shire rivers  very  poor  at  present.  Derwent  of  Solway. — 
On  this  river  some  fair  sport  was  had  towards  the  end  of 
last  week  in  the  Cockermouth  district  of  the  river,  as  also 
in  tha  Cocker.  The  May  Fly  was  up  in  thousands.. 
Among  the  more  successful  rods  were  Messrs.  T.  Ritson, 
J.  Soulsby,  Grave,  Thompson,  Fleming,  Hewitt,  and 
Plaskett.  The  fishing  on  the  lakes  is  also  poor.  One 
angler  caught  three  trout,  weighing  4Hb.  The  rivers 
Ehen,  Calder,  Irt,  Mite,  and  Esk  were  in  good  order  last 
week-end.  Tbe  most  of  the  trout  were  taken  with  the 
worm  bait.  With  a,  spell  of  mild  weather  good  sport 
would  follow.  The  barometer  is  low,  and  there  is  every 
appearance  of  more  rain. — Heatherbell. 

Tongue  Ho^el  Waters.— On  May  7  Mr.  Michell  of 
Lynton,  on  the  Kyle  of  Tonguj,  had  eight  sea  trout  weigh- 
ing 10|lb.,  heaviest  2ilb.  On  the  9th  he  had  ten  trcut, 
15jlb.,  heaviest  31b.,  on  the  Kyle.  On  the  10t;h,  on  Locti- 
na-hacon,  the  same  gentleman  had  seven  brown  trout 
weighing  4|lb.  On  the  11th,  on  Kyle  of  Tongue,  he  had 
ten  trout,  121b.  On  12th  he  had  seven  sea  trout  weighing 
8ilb.,  and  on  the  13th  he  had  fifteen  weighing  241b.,  all 
on  the  Kyle. — M.  McInnes. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Hinrs.— 
A  few  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  killed  both  on 
Tweed  and  Teviot,  while  on  some  of  the  tributary  streams 
the  results,  so  far,  have  been  satisfactory.  On  the  Tweed, 
on  Monday,  Mr.  Archibald  Steel  killed  between  161b.  and 
171b.  of  trout.  Others  who  have  had  good  baskets  during 
the  week  were :  Mr.  James  Affleck,  Heiton,  who  on 
Saturday  had  4Jlb.,  on  Monday  61b.,  and  yesterday  he 
had  again  4ilb.,  these  being  killed  on  Teviot.  On  the 
same  stream,  Mr.  Robt.  Ferguson,  Kelso,  bad  5|lb, ;  7ilb. 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Charles  Farquharson,  Kelso,  on  the 
Tweed  ;  while  Mr.  George  Thompson  had  7 jib. ;  Mr.  Geo. 
Turnbull.  Slater,  4lb. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Barff,  3Jlb.  (Teviot) ; 
Mr.  R.  Hardia  has  had  baskets  of  from  31b.  up  to  61b.  on 
Tweed  and  Teviot ;  Mr.  Wm.  Lowery,  on  Teviot,  lib.  and 
5 Jib.  Mr.  John  Gibson,  fisherman,  Kelso,  on  the  Tweed, 
has  during  the  past  week  killed  baskets  of  trout  varying 
from  41b.  up  to  81b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Newton,  on  the  Teviot,  with 
fly,  takes  of  from  21b.  up  to  6lb. ;  Mr.  T.  Stewart,  takes 
of  from  .31b.  to  41b.,  iocluding  one  sea  trout  of  Sjib.  In 
the  Galashiels  district  of  the  Tweed  and  Gala  eport  has 
been  capital,  excellent  baskets  cf  trout  having  been  got  on 
both  streams,  ranging  from  31b.  up  to  121b.  In  the 
Peebles  district  of  the  Tweed  the  river  is  also  affording 
good  sport.  On  the  Tweed,  at  Sprous'oa,  Mr.  George 
Wright  has  had  a  fine  basket  of  151b.  of  trout ;  and  on  the 
Rutherford  water,  Capt.  Key  had  a  basket  of  trout  of 
nearly  the  same  weight.  Ou  the  Bowmont,  Kale,  and 
Eden,  baskets  of  from  31b.  upwards  have  been  killed.  On 
the  Blackadder  (Berwickshire),  last  week,  Mr.  John 
Moffit  had  41b.  (clear  water  worm  fishing) ;  Mr.  Robert 
Trotter,  4|lb. ;  while  Mr.  Robert  Thomson  had  61b. 
During  the  past  fortnight  angling  competitions  by  various 
clubs  have  been  in  full  swing,  and  on  the  whole  good  sport 
was  got.  On  the  Rutherfort  water  Capt.  Key  killed  a 
couple  of  salmon,  weighing  141b.  and  21lb.  respectively. 
No  fish  have  besn  killed  in  the  Kelso  district  during  the 
past  ten  days. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Impeiial  and  Xdoyal  Hotel?  Private 
Water,  and  Gortnorabtoey  Hotel,  Longh  Conn). 

— Mr.  J.  Timlin  killed  one  salmon,  weighing  141b.,  and 
lost  two  others;  Mr.  Little  killed  one  salmon  and  one 
pike,  the  salmon  weighiog  91b.  and  the  pike  161b. ;  Mr. 
Carroll,  one  salmon  ;  Mr.  Hoban,  One  salmon  and  one 
pike ;  and  Mr.  MacN  ulty,  three  baskets  of  trout,  weighing 
211b.  Tbe  weather  is  very  cold  here,  and  we  are  having 
heavy  hail  showers,  which  is  not  at  all  favourable  for 
fishing,  but  I  am  glad  to  state  the  pools  are  getting  well 
stocked  with  fish  in  both  lake  and  river. — Manaoer. 

Ballina  (Private  Waters,  Moy  Hotel).— Water 
clear ;  cccisional  showers ;  fair  runs  of  fish  on  the  river. 
Mr.  W.  C.  Wilson  rose  a  few  fish  on  Monday.  Mr. 
Schroop  got  a  few  nice  trout  on  14th  inst.    On  the  whole 
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trout  rising  fairly  well.  Mr.  McK'nsie  get  a  nice  bisket 
at  Ronagry.  Major  Brooke  CoUiDgwood  got  some  trout 
also. — John  Devebs. 

Sanson  Kiver  (co.  Cork). —  Salmon  and  trout 
anglers  hare  te;n  doing  very  well  for  the  past  week,  the 
river  being  well  stocked,  f  specially  on  the  upper  waters 
near  Ballineen.  Capt.  Richards,  Hants  Regt.,  had  two 
tish,  lljlb.  and  101b.,  on  the  Carrigmore  water,  14th 
inst. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Pike,  D.L.,  on  the  same  water,  has 
a'sD  had  good  sport  with  salmon. — W.  Hatnes  and  Son. 

Bann. — This  river  has  been  a  little  discoloured  by  the 
late  rains,  but  is  now  in  grand  order  for  trout  angling.  A 
few  sedges  are  now  on  the  water,  and  trout  are  taking 
them  freely.  The  Messrs.  Coates,  of  Belfast,  in  three 
days,  took  twenty-four  fine  trout  on  the  shallows  at 
Kilrea,  two  of  the  largest  3Jlb.  each.  No  English  anglers 
are  yet  at  the  Mercer's  Hotel,  Kilrea,  though  the  best 
trout  and  best  river  fishing  in  Ireland  is  to  be  had  there. 
— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Caragh  Lake  (Caragh).— Trout  fishing  is  still  good 
on  all  mountain  lakes,  espscially  Caragh.  Some  good 
fishing  has  been  had  by  anglers  staying  at  Southern  Hotel, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wcodhouse  getting  some  baskets. — G.  C. 

Corxib  and  Tributaries  (Corrib). — A  good  deal 
of  rain  fell  since  last  report.  The  river  was  in  fair  order, 
and  a  good  many  fish  were  killed  in  the  past  week. 
Amongst  those  out  were  Mr.  A.  Gesam,  Mr.  G.  Meldon, 
and  Commander  Law,  R.N.  The  Lydon  Brothers  had 
good  sucreas.  The  Black  and  Yellow  Goldfinch  flies  and 
the  prawn  were  the  killing  lures.  Salmon  fishing  is 
improving  on  the  other  Galway  streams,  notably  the 
Clare,  Galway. — J.  A.  B. 

£nie  (Ball^ shannon  and  Belleek).— Anglers  fish- 
ing the  Erne  for  trout  since  list  report  had  rather 
indifferent  sport,  owing  to  the  bright  days  and  cold  even- 
iDg3.  The  foUowiog  gentlemen  took  some  trout :  Mr. 
T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  G.  Antonini,  Mr.  C.  Ralli,  Mr.  E.  A. 
Ralli,  Mr.  Hoskyns,  &c.  The  largest  we  heard  of  taken 
was  3Jlb.  weight.  The  Fishery  Company  got  a  fair 
number  of  salmon  in  the  nets  and  boxes  during  the  past 
week,  and  next  week  rod  fishing  for  salmon  on  the 
Erne  will  be  in  fnll  swing. — M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

IiOe  (CO.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  fair  fishing  order 
for  past  week;  inclined  to  be  low.  A  fair  number  of 
grilse  are  now  running.  On  Mashonaglass,  R.  L.  C. 
Hobson.  60th  Rifles,  191b.,  l/JIb.,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Algood, 
lljlb.,  61b.  On  Ashton,  J.  L.  Peach.  7|lb.,  3Jlb.  On 
Lee  Mount,  W.  T.  Crawshay,  91b.,  101b.  On  Warren's 
Court,  J.  A.  Jameson,  151b.,  101b.,  91b.,  7Jlb.  On  the 
free  water  of  the  Gullane  river  (Macroom),  Mr.  John 
Barry,  221b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiough  Corrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  very  poor  on  Lough  Currane,  the  principal  free 
water  here.  Only  one  salmon  has  been  had  tioce  last 
report  on  this  water,  and  the  baskets  of  brown  trout 
were  either  poor  or  indifferent.  No  sea  trout  have  been 
had  up  to  time  of  writing.  Peal  are  coming  in,  but  in  very 
limited  numbers  so  far.  On  the  upper  lakes  (preserved 
waters)  some  average  baskets  of  brown  trout  have  been 
had,  but  no  sea  trout.  It  is  too  early,  however,  to  expect 
any  epo:t  at  the  latter  fish  cn  these  waters.  On  the 
mountain  lakes  sport  has  been  fairly  good  in  the  late 
evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Longli  Derravaragh  (y^estmeatli).— The  May 
Fly  is  rising  steadily  on  this  well-known  lough,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  week  it  will  be  well  on,  the  20th  being  the 
average  date.  Messrs.  Gibson,  Stonehall,  made  several 
fine  baskets  of  trout  in  the  past  fortnight. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Mask  and  Loagh  Corrib.— Fishing  from 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Major  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  Dr. 
Skjes  and  party,  and  Mr.  Evans  have  had  excellent  sport. 
They  made  record  baskets  on  May  13  and  16,  from  seven 
to  ten  grand  trout  per  rod  each  day,  ranging  from  lib.  to 
3Jlb.,  ail  taken  on  the  fly.  Rivers  and  lakes  in  good  con- 
dition, and  with  the  May  Fly  on  sport  promises  good. 

Longh  MelTin. — Since  last  report  the  weather  has 
been  very  changeable  ;  very  hot  and  bright  in  midday  for 
the  most  of  the  time,  and  afterwards  turning  quite  cold 
in  the  evenings,  and  consequently  sport  was  not  near  as 
g;od  as  it  would  be  if  more  favourable  weather  prevailed. 
During  the  past  week  the  following  salmon  were  taken  : 
Capt.  H.  Wood,  one  salmon  of  121b.,  on  11th  inst.  ;  Lord 
F.  Conyngham,  one  salmon  of  71b.,  on  same  day.  Mr. 
James  Johnston,  one  salmon  of  OJlb.,  on  12oh  inst. ;  Mr. 
W.  Barton,  one  salmon  of  71b.,  on  tame  day.  Capt. 
Wilding,  one  salmon  of  8|lb  ,  on  11th  inst.  Mr.  Edward 
Mulhern,  one  salmon  of  81b.,  on  15th  inst.  ;  Mr.  P. 
Iloghes,  oae  salmon  of  9ib.,  on  same  day.  Mr.  P. 
Gallagher  took  a  trout  (Salmo  fcrox)  of  ojlb.,  on  13th 
itst. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Conolly  took  two  more  trolling,  of  3|lb. 
and  41b.,  on  16th  inst.  A  fair  number  of  baskets  of  trout 
were  taken  on  the  lake  during  the  past  week  ;  but  owing 
to  the  bright  sun  in  daytime,  followed  by  cold  evenings, 
the  gillaroo  trout  did  not  rise  well  to  the  fly,  and  it  was 
chiefly  all  brown  trout  that  was  taken  since  last  report. 
A  few  May  Flies  have  already  made  their  appearance,  but 
it  entirely  depends  on  the  weather  during  the  next  ten  days 
whether  there  will  be  a  good  healthy  rise  of  May  Fly  or 
not — M.  Ro(;an  a.vtj  Sons. 

Longh  Kelvin  (Lower  Reaches,  Einlongh 
Bad;. — In  the  early  part  of  the  past  week  weather  con- 
ditions was  dead  against  fly  angling.  Bright  summer-like 
days,  a  change  to  rain  on  the  10th,  has  improved  matters, 
and  trout  are  sporting  fairly  well.  Trolling  on  the  11th, 
Mr.  H.  Hughs  had  a  nice  brown  trout  of  5ilb.  Trolling 
with  Devon  minnow  on  the  12th,  Mr.  Rutherford  landed 
a  nic3  salmon  of  111b.  Quite  a  number  of  Dublin  and 
English  anglers  are  arriving  at  Whiteside's  and  Moor's 
hotels,  Kinlough,  this  week.  Angling  proei)ect8  looks 
promising. — P.  Gallaoheb. 

Longh  ITeagh. — Pollen  fishing  was  not  so  good  lately, 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  trout  netting.  On  the  tribu- 
tiries  little  angling  has  yet  been  done. — J.  A.  B. 


Oloume  (Newtonstewart,  co,  Tyrone).— Although 
considerable  rain  fell  this  week  the  Mourne  is  in  fair  order, 
and  trout  fishers  had  excellent  sport  in  the  past  week. 
Fishing  from  the  Aberoorn  Arms,  Messrs.  Evans,  AUnutt, 
Ranson,  atd  Howe  killed,  in  one  day,  100  trout  on  the 
Glenelly  tributary.  Mr.  Burdtn  and  friend  had  fair 
baskets  this  week.  No  salmon  or  sea  trout  have  jet 
appeared  about  here. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Lonfrhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Slayo). — Weather  very  much  against  angling,  heavy  hail 
showers  and  peals  of  thunder  having  put  fishing  aside  here 
for  the  past  week.  Mr.  Croke,  one  salmon,  Ulb.  ;  Mr. 
Preston,  one,  9Jlb. ;  Dr.  Bruce,  one,  111b.  A  few  salmon 
have  been  got  on  the  lough  trolling ;  trout  ror^e  badly.  A  fair 
number  of  jack  have  been  got  on  Longh  Cullen,  largest 
171b.  The  Moy  Company  nets  have  had  the  best  take  of 
spring  fish  for  the  past  week  that  they  have  had  for  the 
pist  ten  years. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Eillaloe).— There 
have  been  a  few  good  sized  salmon  taken  this  week. 
May  12,  Major  Traherne  killed,  on  his  preserves,  one  fish, 
191b. ;  13th,  one,  9Ib. ;  16th,  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin,  one, 
ISJlb. ;  and  on  16th.  one  301b. ;  same  date,  Major  Traherne's 
fishermen,  one,  121b.  The  weather  all  this  week  has  been 
rough  on  the  lake  troutin^ ;  nevertheless,  several  fairly 
good  bags  have  been  made.  Col.  Rogers,  on  one  day, 
landed  six  trout,  weighing  14JIb, ;  another  gentleman  got 
14Jlb. ;  Mr.  W.  Malmsbury  Gotham  and  Mr.  Bertram 
Gotham  (Prescot),  fishing  from  the  one  boat,  killed  eight 
trout,  161b.  Other  baskets  too  numerous  to  mention  have 
been  made.  On  my  salmon  water  a  good  many  nice  dishes 
of  river  trout  have  been  had.  To-day  (Wednesday)  is  an 
ideal  fishing  day  on  the  lake.  A  spanking  breeze  is 
blowing  from  the  west,  the  sky  is  clouded  over,  and  the 
Green  Drake  are  about  in  clouds.  Quite  a  flotilla  of  boats 
have  gone  up  the  lake  this  morning,  and  their  occupants, 
mostly  English  gentlemen,  should  realise  good  sport.  Each 
train  that  arrives  here  brings  numbers  of  English  anglers 
for  the  salmon  and  trout  fishingon  river  and  lake.  Major 
Traherne  and  Miss  Hope-Johnstone  have  returned  to 
London ;  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley  has  arrived  from  Birming- 
ham.— 8.  J,  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  river  is  now  in 
excellent  condition,  but  though  salmon  seem  to  be  plentiful 
they  are  very  shy  in  taking  anything  offered  them.  On 
Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  killed  one  salmon,  211b.,  on  12th. 
On  Woodlands,  Mr.  F.  Cooper  killed  one  salmon,  lUb., 
on  loth.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley 
killed  one  salmon,  121b.,  on  9th,  and  one  salmon,  27Jlb., 
on  12th.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed 
one  salmon,  15lb.,  on  11th.  On  the  Landscape  water.  Mr. 
R.  Greenfield  killed  one  salmon,  361b.,  on  10th. — John 
Eneight  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— Previous  to  the 
advent  of  the  Green  Drake  good  sport  has  been  had  on 
Lough  Derravaragh  with  artificial  flies.  A  few  trout  have 
been  taken  on  Lough  Ennell  or  Belvedere,  dapping  with 
the  natural  fly,  the  best  I  have  seen  being  a  plump,  well- 
conditioned  fish  of  41b.  Monday,  15th  inst.,  was  com- 
paratively calm,  and  little  was  done.  Tuesday  was 
ushered  in  with  a  strong.  Equally  8.W.  wind.  Weather 
cold,  and  one  trout  ter  rod  would  hardly  be  under  the 
average.  To-day  (Wednesday)  is  much  worsa,  and  is 
causing  serious  disappointment,  as  all  the  anglers'  resorts 
in  the  lakes  district  have  been  engaged. — T.  J.  W. 


9^e}rorts  from  Clu&s 

We  ieg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Bveniug.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers' Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden- 
lane. — Secretaries  of  societies  please  note,  so  as  to  inform 
their  delegates,  that  Rule  13  will  in  future  be  strictly 
enforced. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union  Build- 
ings. Clerkenwell-road,  E.G. — The  committee  will  meet 
on  Friday  evening  next.  May  26,  at  8.30,  at  Club  Union 
Buildings,  Clerkenwell-road. — R.  Ghurney. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  ClerkenweTl  Green.  —  W)ll 
members  please  note  that  a  special  meeting  of  the  above 
takes  place  on  May  24.  Programmes  for  C.D.U.  concert 
can  be  had  of— G.  Merry. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— Wednesday, 
17th,  being  quarterly  night,  brought  a  good  muster  of 
members.  Mr.  C.  J.  King  was  again  elected  secretary  for 
the  coming  year,  there  being  no  opposition.  Messrs. 
Yeswell  and  Carey  were  elected  auditors.  A  brake  outing 
has  been  arranged  to  Stamford  rivers  on  June  26.  Any 
friends  wishing  to  join  us,  kindly  send  in  names  early. 
All  members  please  note  :  Prizes  that  have  been  promised, 
whether  won  or  not,  must  be  paid  in  by  June  7.  Seven 
new  members  have  just  been  made.— C.  J.  K. 

Allason  United  Brotheis  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge  street,  Notting  HiU  Gate.  W.— 
A  spetial  general  meeting  takes  place  on  May  24th,  at 
9  p.m.,  to  revise  certain  rules,  arrange  conditions  of  silver 
challenge  cup,  fix  date  for  our  first  match  in  the  opening 
season,  and  other  items  of  an  important  nature.  Mr.  E. 
Jackson  gave  the  Anglers'  Association  delegate  report, 
nhich  was  accepted.  There  are  oae  or  two  outstanding 
prizes  for  past  season  not  yet  in.  Will  those  who  have 
received  my  letters  kindly  re«pond  on  or  before  24th,  and 
to  those  in  arrears,  I  may  inform  them  that  Rule  23  will  be 
enforced.   I  have  received  lists  for  A. A.  privileges  and 


A.H.  cards,  and  taking  nancs  and  cash  for  same  on  24th. 
We  have  an  agreement  on  our  above  bouse,  and  we  are 
now  comfortable.— Ben  Ahrahams. 

Alma  Antrling  aooietv.  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  — On  May  16  the  ninth 
annual  supper  and  dittribulion  tf  prizes  took  place, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  Pailis.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Mr. 
Wilson  for  the  catering,  after  whi(  h  Mr.  J'ailes  distributed 
the  prizes.  Messrs.  Drew,  Montgomery,  Utting,  Hopping, 
Hall,  and  Butlin  were  the  chief  recipients.  A  good  lifct 
of  prizes  vies  booked  for  the  eubuing  season.  Tte 
harmony  was  of  the  bett,  Messrs.  Houghton,  R. 
Chambers,  J.  Hawcs,  Langton,  Habbijam,  Drew,  een.atd 
jun.,  Smith,  and  our  worthy  chairman  •  pleasing  the 
company.  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  finiehed  a  very  enjoyable 
evening. — J.  CuAMiiERS. 

Battersea  Fneadiy  Angling  Fcoiety,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  8.W. — Our  annual  dinner, 
&o.,  on  the  16th,  was  a  grand  succeFS.  The  ample  spread 
supplied  by  Mr.  Chubb,  of  East  Hill,  Wandsworth,  did 
him  great  credit,  forty  members  and  friends  participating. 
After  the  usual  toatts,  the  prizes  were  distributed  to  the 
successful  winners,  and  a  new  list  opened  for  the  coming 
season  with  capital  results,  about  £20  being  promised  on 
this  occasion.  At  the  concert  which  followed  some  really 
good  songs  and  solos  were  rendered  by  the  following 
artists  :  Messrs.  F.  Edwards,  A.  Chettle,  Evans,  A.  Vine, 
J.  Smith,  A.  Quibell  C.  R.  Townley  'cornet  solos t, 
J.  Curtis  (pianist).  "Auld  Lang  Sjce"  terminating  an 
enjoyable  evening.  There  will  be  no  meeting  next  Tues- 
day, 23rd  inst.,  but  a  general  meeting  is  fixed  for  Tuesday, 
May  30,  to  arrange  the  first  outing  and  other  importaiit 
business. — A.  Jenkins. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — There  was  a 
fairly  well  attended  meeting  on  Tuesday,  May  16,  and  a 
lot  of  business  transacted.  I  beg  to  remind  members 
that  our  dinner  and  prize  distribution  takes  place  on 
June  6.  All  members  intending  to  be  present  are  requested 
to  let  the  secretary  know  not  later  than  May  30.  All 
donors  of  prizes  will  oblige  by  sending  sime  to  clubhouse 
as  early  as  possible.  Don't  forget  June  13,  concert  for 
"  Old  Uncle."— F.  Randall. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-road, W. — Our  second  annual  dinner  took  place  on 
May  11,  which  was  Inost  successful,  twenty-seven  sat 
down.  The  caterers  were  Mr.  C.  E.  Revill  and  his  wife, 
which  was  served  up  in  excellent  style.  Our  president, 
Mr.  L.  C.  Greenhill,  took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  Hibble, 
the  vice,  followed  by  a  grand  concert  given  by  the  following 
gentlemen:  Messrs.  Sanger,  Rowbotton,  Revill,  Dare, 
Tierney,  Morrison,  Mason,  Wren,  Amos,  Gresn,  Orlebar, 
and  Emery.  Pianists,  Messrs.  A.  Poocook  and  Dare. 
The  prizes  promised,  value  £5  193.  6d.  The  next  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  June  7,  at  nine  o'clock. 
Members  wanting  privilege  tickets  let  me  know  as  soon  as 
possible ;  28.  must  accompany  the  order  this  year. — P. 
Lavington. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.— On  May  14  Mr.  R.  Anderson  weighed-in  a 
trout  measuring  2lin.  and  weighing  41b.  IJoz.,  taken  whilst 
spinning  in  the  Lea,  near  Rye  House  Bridge.  Oar  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  on  the  17th  was  a  grand  sucsess,  Mr. 
Golding  taking  £1  Is.  specimen  jack  ;  H.  Hackett, 
specimen  roach  ;  H.  Deverill,  specimen  dace ;  B.  Sawyer, 
specimen  perch ;  W.  Elliott,  specimen  bream  ;  W.  Els- 
worthy,  sen.,  specimen  trout ;  and  H.  Deverill,  in  addition 
to  three  special  prizes,  won  the  £4  43.  challenge  cup,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  B.  Williams,  our  worthy  host.  Over  £45  in 
prizes  was  distributed,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on  May  23,  Whit 
Tuesday.  Found  in  the  club-room  on  the  16th  a  receipted 
ticket  for  goods  ;  owner  can  have  the  same  by  applying  to 
—P.  E.  Loft. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  High-road,  Kilburn. — Our  distribution  of  prizes 
last  Wednesday  was  a  great  success,  Mr.  F.  Honour 
in  the  chair ;  our  most  succassfol  members  being  Mr.  J. 
Tanner,  Mr.  J.  Bowry,  and  T.  Batchelor.  Our  priz3 
sheet  for  the  ensuirg  year  was  well  patronised,  bat  I  hcpe 
to  have  a  good  many  more  names  before  the  icason  opens. 
Very  pleased  to  state  that  the  A.B.  bos  was  well 
patronised,  and  also  that  we  made  two  mora  new  mem- 
bers, and  several  more  promised. — A.  C.  Quick. 

Cltpiam  Junction  Angling  (Society.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
The  twenty-fifth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
of  the  above  society  took  place  on  May  15,  when  thirty- 
five  sat  down  to  a  good  and  substantial  meal,  which  was 
done  justice  to.  After  the  cloth  was  removed  harmony 
was  the  order.  Among  those  contributing  were  Messrs. 
J.  Bergeman,  Batchelor,  Thorne,  Barrage,  Moore, 
Nichols,  Keen,  Ern,  Bailey,  Jones,  &c.  During  the  evening 
the  following  prizes  were  distributed  to  tha  successful 
members:  Mr.  J.  Thorne,  first,  with  ten  prizes  to  his 
credit;  Mr.  H.  Moore,  second;  Mr.  A.  Ward,  third;  also 
Messrs.  Wm.  Evans,  Bunnigar,  J.  Willgoss,  Ball,  Bowater, 
Hines,  Woodhouse,  Jones,  Heyman,  Bethol,  Pegg,  G. 
Jameson,  &c.  Over  £20  were  distributed  during  the 
evening ;  and  also  we  have  a  grand  balance  in  hand  from 
our  annual  balance-sheet.  A  new  prizs  list  was  started, 
when  over  £10  lOs.  was  made  up  ty  several  gentlemen.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  acxjrded  to  all  officers  of  the  society, 
when  the  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  with  the  usual 
musical  honours  ("'  Auld  Lang  Syne  ").  I  wish  to  return 
my  sincere  thanks  to  all  members  and  visitors  who 
favoured  us  with  their  company  on  this  occasion.— 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Our  presentation  of 
prizes  for  the  past  season  will  take  place  on  May  30,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  all  donors'  prizes  in  by.  that  date. 
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A  committee  meeting  will  be  oilled  aexfc  week  to  arrange 
a  six  m  nllu  li-.t  of  piiaes  and  fixtures  for  the  ensuing 
seajon,  a'soprizs  outines  tor  Innorary  members.  We  made 
t  no  members  last  Tuesday.  Oar  annual  dinner  was  a  grand 
siccsES. — S.  Violet. 

Gollin^wood  Angeling  Society.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaokfriars-road,  8.B. — Will  club  secre- 
taries please  note  that  our  address  is  as  above,  as  we  have 
hai  some  important  letters  sent  to  our  old  address.  The 
election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows  :  President,  Mr. 
Jeffreys ;  vice-president,  Mr.  Sorge,  sen. ;  chairman,  Mr. 
Jirrett;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Downs;  trustees,  Mr.  Poole 
and  Mr.  F.  Beames;  delegates  to  the  A.  A..  Mr.  Poole  and 
Mr.  Sorge,  jan.  ;  auditors,  Mr.  Ford  and  Mr.  Ball;  assis- 
tintsecretary.  Mr.  Sorge;  secretary,  W.  H.  Stafford. 
Will  members  kindly  attend  next  Wednesday  for  impor- 
tant business? — W.  H,  Stafford. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Fiacatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35.  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C. — Our  annual 
general  meeting  took  place  on  May  17,  when  the  following 
gentlsmen  ware  elected  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 
Committee:  G.  Norris,  W.  Attridge,  C.  Glover,  W. 
Macdoanell.  H.  Wright,  B.  Richardson,  A.  Anderson, 
W.  Piichardsin,  and  H.  Haines.  Delegates  to  the  A. A.  : 
G.  Norris  and  C.  Walter.  Delegates  to  the  C.A. :  G. 
Franklin  and  W.  Attridge.  Delegates  to  the  C.  and 
D.V  L.  :  G.  Norris  and  G.  Franklin.  Auditors:  J. 
Leadbeatcr,  W.  Richardson,  and  H.  Haines.  Secretary  : 
G.  H.  Franklin.  The  balance-sheet  was  read,  showing  a 
fair  amount  in  the  treasurer's  hands.  The  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  at  Chertsey.  A  brake  will  leave  the  club- 
house at  nine  o'clock  on  June  11 ;  seats  can  now  be 
booked.  I  should  advise  those  who  wish  to  go  to  give  in 
their  names  at  once.  Two  working  members  were 
profo^ed,  who  will  be  balloted  for  next  week.— G.  H. 
Franklin. 

Balston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  May  16  our  annual  dis- 
tributioa  cf  prizes  took  plac3.  The  recipients  were 
Messrs.  H.  Poore,  T.  Thompson,  E.  Wild,  A.  Morgan, 
W.  Thompson,  C.  Pocock,  J.  Eagles,  S.  Wood,  G.  Davies, 
and  T.  Swain.  During  the  evening  the  A.B.8.  box  was 
opaned,  and  found  to  contain  £1  123.  3d.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Lloyd,  faced  by  Mr.  T.  Thompson. 
During  the  evening  some  excellerj;  songs  were  rendered 
by  siveral  ladies  and  gentlemen,  Mr.  C.  Pocock  presiding 
at  the  piano.  Members  please  note  that  on  Tuesday, 
the  23rd,  the  society  will  not  meet,  likewise  all  members 
who  intend  to  be  present  at  the  dinner  on  June  4  must 
give  in  their  names  by  May  30. — S.  Malby. 

Bibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — Wednesday's  meeting  quiet.  Aft'r  usual 
business  the  members  adjourned  to  Bostonians'  comic 
lantern  show,  in  aid  of  the  widow  of  the  late  H.  Patman. 

— JOUNNY  EdwARHS. 

Bube  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Our  annual  dinner 
and    distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  June  1 


instead  of  May  31,  on  account  of  it  being  Derby  day. — W. 
Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — The  annual  general  meeting  will  be 
held  on  May  30,  when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend. 
We  desire  that  members  will  send  in  their  applications  for 
privilege  tickets  as  early  as  possible. — A.  T. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — The  above  society  hold  their 
annual  general  met  ting  on  Wednetday,  May  31,  when  I 
hope  all  members  will  kindly  attend. — W.  Lefevre. 

Good  Intent  Angling  ttK>ciety,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Our  first  return  visit  on  the 
No.  1  Eastern  District  will  take  place  on  June  .5,  when  I 
hope  to  see  all  clubs  reprjtented.  The  district  ofiicer, 
Mr.  Manning,  will  open  our  Benevolent  box  on  the  occasion, 
and  our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  June  13. 
I  hope  all  members  and  friends  will  give  in  their  prizes 
promised  by  Saturday,  June  10. — R.  Mtrphy. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Harles- 
den. — The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was 
held  at  the  above  house  on  May  3,  when  thirty-six  members 
and  friends  sat  down  to  a  capital  dinner  supplied  by  host 
Pimm,  afterwards  enjoying  a  musical  evening,  during  which 
upwards  of  £7  was  promised  for  prizes  for  ensuing  season. 
— W.  N.  Dawes. 

Highbtiry  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  N. — Our  annual  supp3r  took  place  last 
Wednesday,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  being  in  the  chair,  faced  by 
Mr.  J.  Moore.  After  the  good  things  provided  by  the 
host,  Messrs.  Pratt  and  Son.  in  their  best  style,  had  been 
disposed  of,  the  usual  toasts  were  honoured,  and  the 
chairman  presented  the  prizes  won  last  season  to  the 
various  winners.  Mr.  Wymer  holds  the  challenge  cup  for 
the  year.  Mr.  F.  Berry  took  the  silver  cup,  also  silver 
medal  for  the  best  fish  (pike,  171b.  5Joz.).  There  were  in 
addition  four  other  silver  medals  presentel.  Mr.  W.  D. 
Hall  (perch,  21b.  4|oz.),Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  (dace,  13|oz  ), 
Mr.  F.  Woods  (chub,  41b.  5oz  ),  and  Mr.  E.  Wymer  (dace, 
14jOZ.).  The  other  prizes  ware  varied  and  numerous. 
The  harmony  was  contributed  to  by  Messrs.  R,  Lawrence 
(bafs),  T.  Day  (comic),  W.  Sycklemore  (tenor),  E.  Barrett 
and  Harry  Thorne  (comic),  T.  Pocklington  (tenor),  F. 
Hudd  (violin),  &c.  Mr.  F.  Berry  has  weighed-in  three 
more  trout  during  the  week,  two  of  them  being  over  31b. 
each.— B.  W. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — At  our  meeting  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  which  was  general  meeting,  Mr. 
W.  Bishop  was  elected  as  trustee  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Sower- 
butts  as  treasurer.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
June  11,  at  the  Bull  Inn,  Ware.  Will  members  please 
note  that  we  meet  on  Thursday  evenings  to  do  business 
I  should  like  to  see  some  of  the  absentees,  as  we  have 
some  important  business  to  be  done,  viz. :  Names  for 
annual  dinner,  second  weight  prizes,  and  also  distribution. 
— Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbnry-road. — On  May  14  our  brake  outing 


was  a  suc;es3.  On  Tuesday  la>t  (Mr.  Croker  in  the  chair) 
our  steward  gave  in  his  report  and  bills  of  the  outing, 
which  were  all  satisfactory.  I  hope  thosa  members  and 
friends  who  have  promised  prizes  will  have  them  up  at 
clubhouse  on  or  before  Tuetday,  May  30,  as  the  dia- 
tributiin  cf  prizBs  takes  p!ac3  on  thit  night. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Iieyfconstone  Piscatorial  So3iety.— Mr.  J.  Har- 

wo:d  had  a  very  fine  take  from  Southend  on  May  14,  his 
catch  including  thirteen  eels.  We  hivd  enrolled  tix  new 
members  in  the  following  gmtlemen,  vi/.  ,  Messrs.  Water- 
house,  Spillman,  Sanders,  Ferdinand,  Wright,  and  Rout- 
ledge.  I  am  also  very  pleased  to  state  that  the  following 
gentlemen  have  promised  to  present  prizes  for  the  forth- 
coming season,  i.e  ,  Messrs.  Doherty,  King,  Harwood,  and 
myselt. — W.  Clouting. 

ijlverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — The  past  week  appears  to  have  been  a 
vei-y  quiet  one  as  regards  angling  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Yesterday  there  was  t  or  sale  lu  our  fish  market  a  large  lot 
of  good  roach,  which  the  vendoia  say  came  from  Ireland, 
and  are  exempt  from  the  opsration  of  the  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Act,  at  least,  so  say  the  Markets  Committee 
through  the  town  clerk,  though  Mr.  Mundella  is  of  an 
opposite  opinion,  and  he  ougbt  to  know.  There  is  a  great 
EOircity  of  salmon,  and  what  there  are,  mostly  small. 
Several  of  the  dealers  say  there  will  be  none  at  all  in  a 
few  years,  as  in  consequence  of  the  overnetting  in  the 
estuaries  and  the  moutns  of  salmon  rivers  there  are  not 
enough  parent  fish  allowed  to  get  up  to  the  spawning  beds 
to  keep  up  the  stock,  and  there  should  be  a  standard  cf 
weight  set  below  which  no  salmon  shculd  be  offered  for 
sale. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

IVortli  East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Gxrter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  fifth 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  plice  at  the 
above  house  on  May  11,  and  a  very  enjoyable  night  we 
had.  There  were  about  eighty  at  dinner,  which  was  served 
in  grand  style,  and  the  prizes  we  got  to  fish  for  in  the 
couing  season  passed  all  record.  The  talent  was  also  very 
Bocd,  but  too  numerous  to  mention.  Chairman,  Mr.  J. 
Thornton ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  C.  Lamb,  sen.  On  May  30  a 
special  general  meeting  is  called.  Hope  all  members, 
wishing  to  take  op  their  fishing  tickets  for  the  coming 
season  will  call  and  give  in  their  names. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  May  10  the  eighth  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  took  placa,  the  chair  being  occupied 
by  Mr.  J.  Pailes  ;  vice,  Mr.  W.  Stretch ;  Mr.  Shirley,  of 
Old-street,  doing  the  catering  in  first  class  style.  Covers 
were  laid  for  thirty-eight,  all  of  whom  did  justice  to  the 
good  things  provided.  After  the  cloth  was  cleared  the 
harmony  was  started,  several  songs  being  sung,  The 
chairman  then  distributed  the  prizes,  the  principal  winners 
being  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  Mr.  Piuk  (each  of  them  taking  six 
each),  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Black,  Mr.  Hellicar,  Mr.  H. 
Stretch,  Mr.  Hayes,  Mr.  Christmas,  and  others  (taking 
from  one  to  four  each),  the  said  prizes  ranging  in  value 
from  two  guineas  to  7s.  6d.    The  chairman  then  opened 


CURIOUS  AND  INTERESTING  FACT 


concerning  an 


ITCHEN  TROUT  and  the  MAY  FLY 


The  "  Fishing  Gazette,"  April  16,  1898. 

"  The  Major  caught  a  brace  of  trout  and  several  trouble- 
some grayling  ;  the  largest  trout  was  about  lilb.,  and  by 
this  trout  there  bangs  a  tale. 

"  When  I  was  fishing  in  the  same  meadow  last  June  I 
lost  many  a  trout  and  many  a  May  Fly ;  now  it  so  happens 
ttat  in  the  gill  of  this  trout  was  found,  firmly  hooked,  a 
very  perfect  May  Fly — the  G.O.M. — with  6in.  of  gut. 
He  has  worn  and  no  doubt  been  proud  of  this  distinctive 
decoration  ever  since.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very 
remarkable  thing  that  fly  and  hook  should  have  been  in 
that  fish  for  more  than  nine  months,  and  now  as  perfect 
an  1  fresh  as  if  it  had  been  in  my  pocket-book  all  the  time ; 
the  gut  ii  rather  rotten.  The  gold  tinsel  round  the  body 
is  as  bright  as  ever  it  was,  one  wing  is  slightly  mangled, 
as  if  other  envious  trout  had  tried  to  nibble  it.  I  fully 
believe  that  fly  is  mine,  that  I  lost  that  fish  on  that  par- 
ticular spot  last  May ;  the  only  doubt  I  have  about  it  is 
that  I  then  estimated  the  fish  I  lost  as  at  least  IJlb., 


whereas  this  one,  after  nine  months'  growth,  now  weighs 
only  Ijlb. ;  on  the  other  hand,  you  know  how  much  larger 
are  always  the  fish  yon  lose  than  those  you  take  !  I  find 
there  are  other  claimants  for  this  fly.  The  Profesror,  who 


is  not  here  now,  has  certainly  a  claim.  I  can  only  siy, 
'  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat,'  if  it  can  only  be  proved.  It 
is  distinctly  a  G.O.M.  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith's  make." 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


The  "Fishing  Gazette,"  April  30,  1898. 

"  Here  is  a  picture  of  the  G.O.M.  May  Fly  imitition, 
aftsr  it  had  been  worn  in  the  gill  of  a  trout  for  about 
eleven  months,  as  described  by  me  in  the  Fishing  Qazefle 
of  April  16.  Of  course  there  is  no  novelty  ia  finding  a  fly 
in  a  trout's  mouth  ;  bat  it  is  somewhat  of  a  novelty  to  b? 
able  to  identify  the  fly,  and  also  to  find  it  in  such  a  perfect 
state  of  preservation  after  so  long  a  time  of  wear  and 
tear." — Amateur  Angler. 


THE    GLADSTONE"  MAY  FLIES, 

The  invention  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  were  the  most 
successful  flies  used  last  season,  proving  more  killing  than 
any  other  pittern,  especially  on  the  Hampshire  streams. 
They  float  remirkably  well,  dry  very  quickly,  and  can  be 
had  in  twenty  varieties  of  shade,  botn  in  the  body  and 
wings.  Price  43.  per  dozen.  To  ba  obtained  only  at 
Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park  Corner,  S.W. ; 
and  34,  St.  John's-hill,  Clapham  Juncdon,  London,  S.W. 


MAY  FLIES 

4/-  per  doz. 


IVIAY  FLIES 

4:/-  per  doz. 


OGDEN  SMITH, 


6,  Park  Side, 


Arid  at  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  S.W. 


Mat  20,  1899] 


353 


the  prize  list  for  tlie  ensuing  seaaon,  which  was  liberally 
respanded  to,  being  better  thin  the  last.  The  hirmony 
again  being  set  going,  was  kept  up  till  two  o'clock,  all 
being  of  opinion  that  this  annual  was  the  pleasantest  that 
thev  have  had. — H.  Stretch. 

Ormonde  An^liig  Sooistr,  The  Eoyal  George, 
Carlisle -street,  Westminster- road.  —  On  May  30  this 
saoiety  will  remove  to  their  new  head-quarters,  at 
the  Rose,  Saville-place,  Limbeth-road,  S.E  ,  Host  W. 
King,  when  our  meetiog  nights  will  be  altered  from 
Wednesdays  to  Tuesdays.  Ou  the  opening  night.  May  30, 
a  csncert  will  be  held  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.V.S.,  when  as 
many  anglers  who  cm  make  it  convenient  to  attend  will 
be  esteemed  a  favour. — A.  Holbrow. 

Fecbham  Brothers'  Angling'  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Sumner-road,  Peckham. — We  held 
our  twenty-first  annual  dinner  and  distiibntion  of  prizes 
on  May  11,  host  Clarke  putting  on  an  fxeellent  repast,  to 
which  I  am  sure  we  all  did  justice.  Our  president,  Mr. 
Eeed,  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  H.  Colman  in  tha  vice- 
chair,  between  thirty  and  forty  being  present.  After  the 
dinner  the  distribution  took  place,  Mr.  W.  Stone  being 
first  prize  winner,  followed  very  closely  by  Messrs. 
Etherington,  Childs,  Steedman.  Watkins,  Gardham, 
Gibbs,  and  a  host  of  othera.  We  have  an  excellent  prize 
list  (which  is  still  open)  for  the  ensuicg  season.  Our  sincere 
thanks  are  due  to  the  St.  Albans,  Sb.  Thomas,  and  the 
Amicable  Waltonians  for  the  handsome  way  in  which  they 
snf  parted  us  both  in  prizes  and  musical  talent.  Altogether 
we  nad  an  enjoyable  time. — Geo.  Etherington. 

I^CBniz  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  X.W. — Ourannual  on  May  17  went  off  nicely. 
Thiity  sat  down  to  Host  Tinson's  repast,  and  were  well 
satisfied,  after  which  we  had  a  little  harmony.  Chair, 
Messrs.  Bonffler  and  Skinner;  vise,  Mr.  Greene;  pianist, 
Mr.  Holmes.  Messr?.  Clifford,  Broughton,  Sherlock 
(trio),  and  numerous  others  gave  a  turn.  The  piize  winners 
were  :  Messrs.  Bouffler  (top  weight,  3031b.  12oz.),  Austin, 
Bros.  Dove,  Sherlock,  Carr,  Carter,  Silcock,  Shaw,  and 
Eeed.    We  have  a  capital  list  for  next  season. — R.  C. 

Boyal  Qeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  May  1"  we  held  our  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes,  and  it  proved  beyond  doubt  a 
thorough  success.  Messrs.  Wells  and  Ackernsaa  carried 
out  their  duties  in  a  thorough  competent  macnsr.  The 
concert,  under  the  able  management  of  Mr.  Steptoe,  was 
in  all  respects  up  to  its  usual  calibre.  Our  prize  list  for 
the  coming  season  promises  to  excel  all  previous  seasons. — 
J.  Gibbons. 

Second  Surrey  Anglinsr  Soclely,  the  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — Our  dinner 
and  prize  distribution  on  the  14th,  at  the  Black  Rabbit 
Hotel,  was  in  every  way  a  success ;  an  excellent  dinner 
being  backed  up  with  a  substantial  priza  list  for  next 
season. — W.  Axstey. 

Seymonr  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — May  16  was 
our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  when  a  very 
successful  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  Phil  Samuels  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  C.  F.  ti.  Barker  the  vice-chair.  The 
distribution  of  prizes  to  the  members  was  as  follows  :  first 
gioss  weight,  Mr.  North,  1341b. ;  secind  gross  weight,  W. 
Aldis,  781b. ;  third  gross  weight,  G.  Campbell,  001b. ;  and 
every  member  of  the  club  receiving  prizes.  A  capital 
evening  was  spent  after  the  supper,  when  the  following 
members  and  friends  rendered  some  good  harmony  :  Messrs. 
Wadham,  Whyman,  and  others.  I  beg  to  thank  all  friends 
and  donors  for  our  naw  prize  List. — W.  Aldis. 

Siiver  Trent  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  30,  at  8  p.m. 
sharp.  Tickets,  iis.  Gd.  each,  at  Mr.  Dent's,  The  Hop 
Pole,  Wardour-street,  W.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  recgive 
prizes  and  subscriptions  as  soon  as  possible. — Pelican. 

Sonth  Bexmondsey  Club  Fiscatoxials  Insti-  , 
tnte,  Eotherhithe  New-road. — We  have  one  or  two  more 
priztB  to  add  to  the  list,  and  I  must  therefor*?  impress  upon 
the  members  to  attend  the  meetings  every  Friday  night  to 
arrange  prize  list,  and  any  alteration  in  rules  they  might 
suggest.  Three  of  our  membeis  were  down  at  Amberley 
on  May  14  — J.  H.  Davie.s. 

Sonth  lK>ndon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  on  Tuesday  last 
at  the  Blackfriars  A. 8.,  The  Imperial  Hotel,  Sonthwark- 
strcet,  when  thirteen  clubs  were  represented.  The  next 
visit  goes  to  the  Collingevocd  A.S.,  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson- 
square,  Blackfriars-road  ;  date  later. — Al.F  Painter. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — At  the  meeting  on  the 
IGth  of  the  members  of  the  above  club,  Mr.  W.  Drake  in 
the  chair,  three  gentlemen  were  proposed  as  working 
members,  late  of  the  W.  H.  Brotheis.  The  election  was 
delayed  for  a  week  for  the  secretary  to  write  their  late 
secretary.  Mr.  J.  Sanders  was  elected  an  honorary 
member.— G.  F.  Weaver. 

Snndial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — At  our  weekly  meeting  it 
was  proposed  that  there  should  be  a  meeting  next  Tues- 
day. Also  that  a  committee  meeting  should  be  called  for 
Thursday,  the  2.^th,  at  nine  o'clock,  to  arrange  prize  list 
and  outings  for  coming  season.  We  made  two  new 
working  members  last  meeting  night. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Waggoners'  AngUng  Society.  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Oar  distribution  took  place  on  "Tuesday 
last,  and  wan  a  grand  success.    The  following  were  the 


Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W. — Dinner  committee  gave 
in  their  report  and  laid  it  on  the  table  for  next  week.  We 
also  made  two  more  now  members,  and  hopa  all  the 
members  will  turn  up  strong  next  Wednesday  for  very 
important  business. — Tiddler. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle. 
Hammersmith. — Our  auditors  met  on  Thursday  to  balince 
accounts,  and  note  that  several  subscriptions  and  dcnitions 
are  etill  due.  Members  are  requested  to  clear  the  books  on 
or  before  our  next  quarterly  night,  June  1,  as  we  have  a 
heavy  list  of  prizes  for  distribution,  which  takes  place  at 
our  annual  dinner  on  June  8.— J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph 
Eegenoy-street,  S.W. — Oar  annual  concert  was  a  grand 
success.  After  a  short  speech  by  the  chairman,  Mr 
Westlake,  the  following  gentlemen  contribijted  to  the 
harmony  :  Messrs.  Frank  Landen,  Bob  Berry,  Steptoe 
H.  Church,  Mandry,  Godfrey,  and  G.  Barrett.  The  club 
and  special  prizes  were  then  presented  by  Mr.  Greg 
After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Greg  harmony  was  renewed 
Mr.  G.  Barrett's  encore  song  being  one  written  and  com 
posed  by  himself,  entitled  the  "  Old  village  green,"  for 
which  he  was  deservedly  encore!.  Mr.  Humphrey  sang 
the  last  song,  and  the  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  with 
the  "National  Anthem." — S.  J.  H. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — On  May  10  our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place.  It  would  have  been  a 
better  success  had  the  landlord  got  an  extension  ;  ccn 
sequently,  it  gave  us  no  time  alter  supper  to  have  any 
harmony,  or  to  do  the  usual  business.  Will  membars 
please  note  that  our  annual  general  meeting  for  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  season  takes  place  next 
Wednesday,  May  24,  at  8  30  p.m.,  when  I  wish  all  mem 
bers  to  attend  ?— W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angrling  Club,  The 
Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — We  had  a  good  attendance 
at  club,  and  got  through  a  l"t  of  business  on  Tuesday 
Rjvised  rule=i,  elected  new  cfS3sr3  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  arranged  for  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on 
June  6,  when  we  hope  to  see  some  of  the  old  faces,  and 
spend  a  very  cheerful  evening,  having  secured  some  good 
talent  to  follow  supper. — N.  Linden. 


singling  '^ixtnves. 

May  21.   

North  Lambeth :  Dinner. 


May 


June     1. — 


5. 

6. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8.' 
11.- 
11. 
13. 
IC- 


— Hearts  of  Oak  :  Annual  supper. 
— Bermocdsey  Brothers :  Dinner  and  distribu 
tion. 

— Clapham  Strollers  :  Distribution. 
— Islington  Brothers:  Distribution. 
— Izaak  Walton  :  Sea  fishing  outing. 
—  Ormonde  :  T.A.P.S.  conosrt. 
— Silver  Trout :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
— Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
— Crown  and  Buckland :  Distribution. 
— Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-Dalston :  Annual  dinner. 
-Clerkenwell    and    District   Visiting    List : 
Smoking  concert  at  the  Empress,  St. 
John  Street-road. 
•Good  Intent :  Visit. 

-Jubilee:  A.B.S.  concert  and  distribution. 

•Brunswick  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

•Elgin  :  Distribu! ion. 

■Stratford  :  Supper. 

•West  London  :  Annual  dinner. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Annual  dinner. 

•Hoxton  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Good  Intent :  Distribution. 

Dalston  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 


W.  lleppelthwftite,  G.  H.  Mitchell,  B.  Keid.  The  audit  i 
tof.k  place  on  the  18th,  and  I  am  very  pleased  to  state  that  I 
the  Waggoners  are  in  very  flourishing  circamstanceR.  The  ' 
gri-ySB  weight  of  the  club  is  fully  up  to  the  average,  a'tboagh  I 
not  HO  good  aa  laat  year.— H,  0. 


EXPLOSIVES  AS  PIKE  DESTROYERS. 

Last  week  at  the  instance  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board, 
at  the  Ashbourn  Police  Court,  Samuel  Whittingham, 
Ixbourer,  was  summoned  for  having  used  gelignite  to 
destroy  fish  in  the  river  Henmore,  at  Sturston,  on 
March  31 ;  and  Mr.  Peveril  Turnbull,  of  Sandybrook 
Hall,  Messrs.   Edward  Sellers,  Horace  Sellers,  Wm. 
Barnes,  of  Ashbourn,  and  Thomas  Tr^adweIl,  water- 
keeper,  Mayfield,  were  also  summoned  for  aiding  and 
abetting.    The  cases  of  Whittingham  and  Mr.  Barnes 
were  first  heard ;  and  Mr.  G.  R.  Eddowes,  of  Derby, 
who  appeared  for   the   prosecution,  stated  that  the 
proceedings   were    taken   under   the   2ad   secfion  of 
the    Fishery   Dynamite    Act    of    1877,   which  pro- 
vided that  any  person  who  used  dynamite  or  other 
explosive  substance  to  catch  or  destroy  fish,  rendered 
himself  liible  on  conviction  to  a  £2(1  fine  or  imprison- 
ment, the  Act  applying  to  public  as  well  as  private 
waters,    Mr.  Barnes  and  almost  all  the  other  defendants 
vvere  members  of  the  Ashbourn  Fishing  Club.    At  one 
time  the  Ilenmore  was  an  excellent  trout  stream,  but  it 
had  become  spoilt  through  pike  getting  in.    Mr.  TurnbuU 
was  president  of  the  club,  and  on  several  occasions  had 
taken  the  advice  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  as  to  the 
best  way  to  destroy  the  pike.    The  board  had  expressed 
their  willingness  to  help  anyone  to  destroy  pike  in  a  legal 
manner,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  trout  and  other  fish. 
Two  years  ago  there  was  a  prosecution  against  two 
men,  ■  under   another'   Act,    for  using  gelignite,  and 
Mr.    Eddowes   said    that    he    did    not    ask    tor  a 
full  penalty,  but  if  the  Bench  decided  to  convict,  to 
inllic.t  a  penalty  whicl)  would  tend  to  effectually  debar 

•   M  J     'i  '^U  '  /      .  1  I  I  ..  i  ■  , 


anyone  from_  using  gelignite  or  any  explosive  Bubstance  for 
tlje  destruction  of  fish.  Mr,  W.  II.  Foster,  the  secretary, 
deposed  that  he  saw  a  little  picierel,  a  dace,  atd  a  trout 
killed  by  the  explosive,  which  was  used  in  severol  parts  <f 
the  stream.  Ihere  was  no  coccealrnent  of  the  affair  whtt- 
ev(r.  Some  six  cr  eight  pike  had  been  killed  recently  in 
this  particular  small  length  of  water.  Mr.  Barnes,  who 
elected  to  give  evidence,  said  that  when  ho  arrived  at  the 
water  he  beard  it  was  illegal,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
heard  that  thsy  had  had  a  kind  cf  utqualiBed  permission 
from  the  beard  to  do  it.  It  was  done  entirely  en  his  f.wn 
account,  and  not  with  the  aseistatice  of  the  club.  The 
chairman  said  that  ignorance  of  the  law  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  case.  At  the  same  time,  the  Bench 
believed  that  defendants  had  no  intention  whatever  of 
breaking  the  law.  The  only  thing  that  stiuck  him  as 
curious  was,  that  if  they  decided  to  blow  up  a  certain  part 
of  the  stream,  how  were  they  to  ai  oid  destrojing  trout  as 
well  as  pike.  Mr.  Bames  wculd  bi  fined  10s.  and  Whit- 
tingham 2s.  6d.  with  costs  each.  In  the  case  of  the 
Messrs.  Sellers,  Mr.  Wilson  (who  defended  them  as  well 
as  Mr.  Bames),  said  that  they  did  nothing  beyotd  b»iag 
spectators,  but  the  Bench  looked  upon  Mr.  Edward  Sellers 
as  an  interested  spectator  biing  a  member  of  the  club, 
and  fined  him  23.  CJ.  and  costs.  The  case  against  his  sen 
was  dismissed,  and  against  Tread  well  withdrawn.  The 
case  against  Mr,  Turnbull  (who  did  not  appear;  wai 
adjourned. — From  the  Field. 


SHOULD  THAMES  PIKE  BE  PRESERVED  ? 

Now  ttat  so  much  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  re- 
stocking of  the  Thames  with  trout  and  coarse  fish,  the 
above  question  is  one  which  is  well  worthy  of  the  terious 
attention  of  the  Thames  Ke-stcckiDg  Associaticn  and  the 
numeioug  other  preservation  societies  of  this  river.  When 
we  consider  the  proverbial  voracity  of  the  pikeiti^oald 
seem  more  rational  to  protect  the  fish  which  are  already 
in  the  river  from  their  ravages  than  to  abstract  fish  from 
other  waters  and  p'ace  them  in  the  Thames,  probably  to 
fall  victims  to  the  insatiable  hunger  of  the  pike.  The 
reason  which  is  usually  assigned  for  the  real  or  imaginary 
decrease  of  fish  in  the  Thames  is  the  increase  of  anglers  in 
recent  jears.  In  view  of  the  remarkable  fecundity  of 
coarse  fish,  if  the  fish,  their  ova,  and  their  fry  were 
efficiently  protected  from  their  destroyers  (the  pike,  the 
steam  launches,  and  water  fowl)  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that,  notwithstanding  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
anglers,  there  would  be  no  scarcity  of  coars3  fith.  As 
regards  the  fecundity  of  the  perch,  I  notice  that  Mr.  T. 
Ford,  the  piscioulturitt,  of  Caistor,  states  that  a  single 
large  perch  will  yield  about  a  million  eggs,  and  that  fifty 
female  peich  will  yield  at  the  most  moderate  computation 
5,000.000  to  10,000,000  eggs.  (Thames  Angling  A'eu-.v.) 
The  numerous  dangers  wEich  these  and  the  ova  of  other 
fish  encounter  in  the  prccass  of  their  evolution  to  the 
Thames  standard  length  cannot  be  dealt  with  in 
the  presant  paper;  it  only  falls  within  its  scope  to  deal 
with  the  fish  which  can  loe  accounted  fcr  by  the  pike. 
The  amount  of  damage  done  to  the  fishing  in  the  river  by 
the  {.ike  depecds  on  two  factors :  (I)  the  number  of  pike 
in  the  river;  (2)  the  number  of  fish  which  a  pike  devours. 
Now,  it  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  accurately  estimate  the 
nuaiber  of  pike  in  the  river.  In  ten  miles  of  thd  river 
Wylie,  a  small  ttream  near  Hungerford,  3G19  pike  were 
destroyed  during  four  years.  ("  Making  a  Fishery," 
Halfoi  d).  Let  us  imagine,  then,  as  a  working  hypothesis, 
that  there  are  onan  average  200pikeof  lib.  andupwardsin 
weight  in  one  mile  of  the  Thames.  This  estimate  has  been 
regarded  by  those  fishermea  to  whom  I  have  spoken  on  the 
subject  as  a  very  low  one. 

The  second  tactor  is  nho  very  diflieult  to  estimate 
accurately,  for  not  only  will  the  number  depend  on  the 
size  of  the  fish  taken,  but  a]s),  ic  one  is  to  judge  from 
angling  experiencss,  the  fish  go  cff  the  feed  for  days 
together.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes  from  the  examina- 
tion of  the  contents  of  the  stomachs  of  pike  which  I  have 
caught,  the  stomachs  of  the  larger  pike  have  usually  con- 
tained larger  but  fewer  fish  than  the  stomachs  of  small 
jack;  in  fact,  from  the  stomachs  of  small  jack  of  only  a 
pound  in  weighs  one  can  often  express  five  to  eight 
freshly  taken  small  fry.     Mr.  Halford,  in  his  look 
"  Making  a  Fishery,"  gives  the  following  among  other 
examples  of  a  pike's  voracity.    "  On  Sept.  27,  1893,  a  pike 
of  9jlb.  was  taken  in  the  nets.    The  concents  of  ins 
stomach  were  as  follows  :  Two  small  pike  about  9ia.  long, 
nine  lamperns,  five  Inllheads,  and  a  small  trout  about 
IJlb.,  with  only  its  head  pirtially  digested  and  the  tail 
projecting  from  its  mouth.    March  26,  1891,  a  pike  llin. 
long,  wired  in  a  hatch  hole,  had  three  lamperns,  two  bull- 
heads, and  two  yearling  trout  in  its  stomach."  Mr.  H.  G. 
Pennell,  in  his  "  Book  of  the  Pike,"  relates  how  eight 
pike,  of  51b.  in  weight,  devoured  in  three  weeks  fcOO 
gudgeon  ;  this  is  approximately  at  the  rate  of  five  fish  a 
day.    It  we  assume,  then,  that  a  jack  over  a  pound  iu 
weight  contumes  on  tn  average  five  neh  a  day,  and  that  iu 
each  miles  of  the  Thames  ttiere  are  200  jack  of  over  a 
pound  in  weight,  we  find  that  100,000  fish  are  daily 
destroyed     by    pik^    iu     100   miles    of    tie  river. 
Now,  even    allowing    for   gross  exaggeia'ion  in  this 
estimate,  how  insignificant  must  be  the  iufluercs  for 
good    of   the    various    re-stocking    associations  when 
compared  to  the  ravages  of    the    pike.    "  One  41b. 
pike  will  do  more  mischief  than  all  the  poachers  in  the 
district."  ("  Practical  Management  of  Fishery."  Francis 
Francis.)    It  is  evident  that  if  we  preserve  the  pike  we 
pso  farto  destroy  the  other  fish  in  the  river.  JCow,  as  the 
roach  and  other  coarse  fishermen  very  largely  outnumber 
the  pike  fishermen,  is  it  fair  to  favour  by  legislation  the 
few  at  the  expense  of  the  many  ?     No  sane  fisherman 
would  think  of  stocking  his  private  water  with  trout  and 
at  the  same  time  preserving  the  jack.    H-j  would  first 
esterminate  or,  as  far  aj  possible,  reduce  the  jack  before 
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he  put  in  the  trout.  Why  should  the  Thames  ba  re- 
stocked in  a  different  manner  ?  It  haa  been  said  there 
are  such  a  number  of  bleak,  roach,  and  dace  in  the  Thames 
that  pike  do  less  harm  than  in  other  livers  to  the  trout. 
Now,  though  there  mxy  be  a  very  large  number  of  other 
coirse  fish,  there  are  a  proportionately  large  number  of 
pike,  and  I  think  that  most  jack  fishermen  would  admit 
thit  the  best  bait  for  a  jack  is  a  trout,  but  of  course  this 
is  not  regarded  as  a  permissible  bait.  The  success  of  the 
wagtail  as  an  artificial  bait  is  probably  due  to  its  re- 
semblance to  a  trout.  Now,  as  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  practicable  to  do  so,  I  will  not  discuss 
the  extermination  of  the  Thames  pike.  But  though  it 
may  not  be  advisable  to  exterminata  them,  it  is  quite 
another  matter  to  protect  them  by  the  present  legislation. 
By  allowing  any  method  of  angling  for  jack,  and  most  of 
all  by  allowing  any  sized  jack  to  be  retained,  the  number 
of  jack  in  the  liver  would  be  quickly  reduced  and  the 
number  of  other  fish  thereby  enormously  increased.  This 
subject  is  one,  as  I  said  at  the  commencement,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  various  Thames  angling  sooietiea.  If 
they  think  that  tbe  large  increase  in  the  number  of  jack 
of  below  and  about  the  sizeable  limit,  which  has  un- 
doubtedly occurred  since  these  fish  have  been  protected  by 
the  bye  laws  of  recent  years,  is  prejudicial  to  the  .interest 
of  Ttamts  anglers  in  general,  then  it  is  their  duty  to 
approach  tbe  Thames  Conservancy  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bye  laws.  If  properly  brought  before  the  conservators, 
the  appeal  would  bo  successful,  and  then  when  the  pike  in 
the  river  began  to  diminish,  their  praiseworthy  efforts  at 
re-stocking  would  be  attended  by  more  appre  c'able  results 
than  at  present. — Pterodactyl,  in  th.9  Thameg  Angling 
Neirs.      • 


The  Anglers'  Association  have  shifted  their  quirters. 
Instead  of  meeting  at  the  Foiesters'  Hall,  they  will  in 
future  hold  their  meetings  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican.  June  5  will  be  the  date  of  the 
first  meeting. 

 >»»■»<  

The  account  of  the  Wye  Board  of  Conservators  annual 
meeting,  and  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society's 
annual  dinner,  will  appear  next  week. 

>  »  I  «  c 

Oyez  !  Oyez  !  !  Ovez  ! !  ! — In  the  name  of  our  Sovereign 
Lidye  Queen  Victoria,  verily  you  are  summoned,  by  request 
of  mine  Hoste  of  je  Olde  Crown  Hostel,  Slough,  to 
celebrate  ye  birthday  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majestic,  by 
a  junket  in  ye  said  hotel,  on  Wednesday,  je  twenty-fourth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-nine ;  musick  at  8.30.  All  good 
citizens  are  cordially  iuvited.    God  Save  the  Queen  ! 


The  Whitsuntide  programme  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  is 
a  continuous  succession  of  entertainments  from  ten  a  m. 
until  11.45  p.m.  Every  element  of  variety  is  introduced, 
and  there  is  much  to  provoke  mirth.  Searchers  for 
amusement  wiil  be  ditfioult  to  please  if  they  do  not  find 
much  to  their  taste  iu  the  programme  of  100  "turns." 
As  the  doors  open  at  9  a.m.  visitors  will  be  able  to  obtain 
14|  hours'  enjoyment  for  the  small  entrance  fee  of  one 
shilling,  and  children  at  sixpanoe. 

 <  

A  FINE  pike  weighing  over  121b.  was  taken  on  Monday 
last,  by  Mr.  James  Harris,  of  the  sausage  giill  restaurant, 
St.  John's  Street-road,  Islington,  while  fishing  with  some 
gentlemen  in  some  private  water,  on  the  estate  of  Col. 
Marden,  at  Norwich. 


Wjien  on  one  of  my  angiing  excursions  into  Lancishire, 
I  stayed  at  an  old  Inn  where  a  "  stoop,"  so  called,  of  four 
steps,  led  down  into  the  cellar,  or  the  so-called  "spirit 
vaults."  An  ascent  of  other  six  stone  steps  ascended  to 
the  "select  wine  and  spirit  bar."  This  sign  was  painted 
over  tbe  front  door  ; 

"  We  have  spirits  above,  and  spirits  below, 
Spirits  of  bliss,  and  spirits  of  woe  ; 
The  spirits  above  are  spirits  divine. 
The  spirits  below  are  spirits  of  wine." 


On  Saturday  last  a  flock  of  fifteen  wild  geese  was 
observed  by  several  persons.  The  geese  were  travelling 
in  a  north-easterly  direction,  over  the  parish  of  Llany- 
blodwel,  near  Oswestry,  and  continually  uttering  their 
peculiar  and  discordant  cries.  On  the  same  day,  seven 
others  were  also  seen  flying  very  high  in  the  air  over  the 
village  of  Llanymynech.  Theee  were  also  heading  for  the 
north  east ;  but  two  others  were  shortly  afterwards  ssen 
passing  over  the  village  in  the  opposite  direction.  Their 
appearance  is  said  to  inciioate  stormy  and  unsettled  weather, 
and  at  present  ebc'j  is  tte  case  in  that  respect. 


A  KKVv  diys  ago,  as  an  aged  lady,  Mrs.  Gittios,  Voel, 
LlaniaintiTraid,  Oswestry,  was  attending  to  her  poultry, 
she  observed  a  hawk  swooping  down  on  a  brood  of  chickens  ; 
but  the  hen  in  charge  of  them  gave  battle  to  the  intruder, 
and  a  sanguinary  struggle  took  place  for  some  time,  until 
tlie  old  lady  interfered,  and  with  her  walking  stick  disabled 
the  hawk,  who  lay  motionless  for  a  while,  but  showing 
signs  of  a  resurrection.  The  old  lady  effectually  prevented 
anything  of  that  sort  cccurring  by  placing  a  largo  atone  on 
the  body  of  the  hawk,  and  she  is,  quite  naturally,  very 
proud  of  her  exploit,  and  which  is  without  a  p-ecedent  in 
that  neighbourhood. 


Welsh  river  watchers,  or,  to  give  them  their  proper 
title,  water  bailiffs,  are  occasionally  recruited  from  the 
ranks  of  river  poachers,  on  the  principle  of  setting  a  thief 
to  catch  a  thief,  and  as,  before  their  conversion,  they  had 
to  appear  frequently  before  their  "betters,"  it  h  small 
matter  for  wonder  they  should  seize  evary  opportunity  to 
be  revenged  on  these  "betters."  Some  time  ago,  a 
young  gentlemen,  ten  years  of  age,  son  of  a  county 
magistrate,  and  who  is  aleo  a  master  of  hounds,  was  from 
home  on  a  visit,  and,  to  amuse  himself,  commenced  to  fish 
in  a  primitive  way  on  a  stream  which  was  under  the 
gaardianship  of  one  these  worthies.  Had  it  been  a  gang 
of  poachers,  nerhaps,  the  bailiff  might  not  have  observed 
them;  but,  kuoning  the  young  gentleman,  it  was  too 
good  an  opportunity  to  be  lost ;  so  he  got  a  summons 
against  the  boy  for  angling  without  a  licence,  and  which 
was  served  in  rather  an  informal  manner  at  the  residence 
of  the  boy's  father.  To  complicate  matters,  this  precious 
piece  of  paper  was  blown  from  a  table  on  to  the  floor,  and 
tlie  footman,  observing  what  he  coaceived  to  be  a  waste 
piece  of  dirty  paper,  promptly  consigned  it  to  the  flames. 
It  was  some  tim;  before  its  contents  were  known,  but 
someone  in  the  house  had  glanced  at  it,  and  surmised 
what  it  meant.  To  give  as  much  trouble  and  annoyance 
as  poEsible,  the  summons  was  made  returnable  at  a  county 
town  upwards  of  twenty  miles  from  where  the  alleged 
offence  was  committed.  The  young  gentleman's  father 
very  promptly  took  out  an  angling  liceace  for  his  son,  and 
as  the  magistrates  considered  the  affair  a  piece  of  sharp 
practice  to  be  discouraged,  the  summons  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  officious  official  found  it  bast  to  seek  "  fresh  fields 
and  pastures  new  "  to  watch  over  in  future. 


A  CORRESPONDENT,  writing  from  North  Wales,  says ; 
"  The  paragraph  in  the  last  Fixhing  Gazette  respecting 
the  substitution  of  pork  for  mutton  recalls  to  mind 
another  yarn.  A  party  of  tourists  travelling  in  '  Wild 
Wales '  arrived  late  one  night  at  an  hotel,  and  had  for 
supper  what  is  termed  in  Welsh  '  Pastai  Perchill.'  It  was 
a  sort  of  pork  pie — the  literal  translation  bsiog  '  little  pig 
pie.'  They  heartily  enjoyed  it,  and  next  year,  calling  at 
the  same  hotel,  asked  for  another  pie  of  the  same  sort. 
The  waiter,  with  more  candour  than  discretion,  explained 
that  it  could  not  be  Eupplied,  as,  although  the  old  sow  had 
recently  had  another  family  of  pigs,  they  were  all  born 
alive.  The  inference  was,  of  course,  that  the  pie  was 
composed  of  several  still-bDrn  infants  of  the  porcine  tribe, 
and  ever  since  that  time  '  Pastai  Perchill '  has  been  most 
religiously  avoided  by  that  party  of  tourists.  Where 
innocence  is  bliss  it  is  indeed  folly  to  be  wise,  and  the 
moral  of  this  true  tale  is  that  it  is  not  alwaja  expedient  to 
be  too  candid,  especially  as  to  the  composition  of  rare  and 
choice  dishc  s .  A  nod  is  as  good  as  a  wink  to  a  blind  horse , 
and  tourists  in  Wales  will,  perhips,  in  falare,  not  care  to 
partake  of  '  Pastai  Perchill.'  " 


Mr.  Durward  Lely',  who  has  been  enjoying  a  well- 
earned  holiday  for  some  time  past  on  his  own  property, 
Glenardle,  near  Bridge  of  Gaily,  caught  a  trout  on  Friday 
weighing  about  ~Ah.,  and  measuring  over  18in.  long.  This 
fish  Las  a  history,  as  it  was  known  as  a  "  cannibal,"  owing 
to  its  predatory  habits  upon  its  own  kind,  and  had  haunted 
the  same  pool  for  ten  or  twelve  years  past,  during  which 
tima  it  had  often  been  hookad,  but  as  often  lost.  On 
learning  of  its  existence,  the  famous  tenor,  who  is  aa 
expert  handler  of  the  rod,  resolved  to  land  the  fish,  and 
succeeded.  He  has  asked  Mr.  Crockart,  Allan-street,  to 
get  Mr.  Dickson,  artist,  who  is  an  adept  at  this  class  of 
work,  to  paint  a  cast  of  it.  It  is  calculited  to  have  been 
fifteen  years  old. 

 ■>»»»<  

As  announced  recently,  the  Gresham  Angling  Society's 
list  of  meetings  is  to  band,  from  which  the  following  are 
quoted-: 

June  13.— Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  ("  Straw  Hat  "). 

20 — Trout  fishing  at  Chesham. 
July     8. — Outing  and  cricket  match  at  Witham. 
,,     11. — Paper. 
,,     18. — Bream  fishing. 
Aug.  15. — Outing  to  Newhaven. 

,,     29. — Outing  to  Kelvedon. 
Sept.  12. — Outing  to  Chesham. 
„     26.— Paper   by  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin  ("  Chu^b 

Fishing  "). 
,,     30. — Closing  dinner  at  Chesham. 
The  remainder  of  the  meat  important  fixtures  to 
Feb.  27,  1900,  will  appear  later. 


Maud  :  "  Don't  you  think  there  are  just  as  good  fish  in 
the  sea  as  ever  were  caught  ?  "  Marie  :  "  I  don't  know. 
But  they're  smarter,  anyhow." 


Seven  flies — one  for  each  day  in  the  week.  Magic 
number  !  Seven  Sisters'  Road,  Seven  Dials,  seven  candle- 
sticks— but  I  promised  to  give  the  "  dressings."  Some- 
how they — the  dressings — or  I  have  got  a  bit  mixed. 
There's  the  dry  fly,  the  wet  fly,  the  sunk  fly,  the  floating 
fly,  and  the  fly  that  will  do  neither.  The  "  Sunday  Fly  " 
(or,  rather,  the  "Money  Fly")  is  an  expensive  one  to 
make.  The  tail  feathers  from  the  oofbird  are  absolutely 
necessary ;  also  the  breast  feathers  from  the  weathercock. 
Bee  that  is  freshly  gilded,  or  your  trouble  will  be  in  vain. 

Another  way :  Pick  up  one ;  drop  two ;  pearl  four ; 
chloride  of  sodium,  two  grains ;  paraffin,  three  ;  cistor  oil 
ad  lib. ;  worsted,  silk,  cotton;  horsa  hair — in  ftot,  any- 
thing you  can  get,  if  properly  managed,  will  make  a  good 
fly.  When  you  have  finished  throw  it  in  the  river,  or 
stream,  or  lake,  to  see  if  it  will  swim  or  sink.  This  will 
-enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  a  floating 


fly  or  otherwisa.  Should  it  not  come  up  to  your  expecta- 
tions drop  it  into  some  salad  oil.  This  will  keep  it  wet  for 
a  long  time. 


Do  not  be  too  pirticular  with  the  wings.  Let  one  be  up 
and  the  other  down.  Put  one  eye  in  each  wing  (there  is 
already  one  eye  on  the  hook),  and  the  fo?  that  the  trout 
get  into  will  be  an  eye-opener.  This  is  the  time  to  bring 
the  landing  net  into  play.  Several  samples  of  my  own 
make  of  flies  have  been  sent  to  newspapers  and  critics, 
also  a  copy  of  my  work  (now  O.P.).  Modesty,  un- 
adulterated, prevents  my  quoting  further  from  it.  One  or 
two  "  Opinions  of  the  Press  "  may  be  given,  and  the  only 
copy  in  exittence — that  is,  if  anyone  should  care  to  read  it 
— is  in  the  Chamber  of  Horrors. 

 >»«♦<  

"  It  is  hardly  probable  that  any  hungry  fisherman 
thirsting  for  instruction  will  read  this  more  than  once  ! 
Perhaps  it  is  as  well." — Winkle  Boiler's  Journal. 

"  Bradshaiv's  Guide  is  a  well  thumbed  monthly,  but  we 
must  truthfully  admit  there  is  more  entertaining  reading 
in  itthin  this—!—!—!—!  ..."  *  [The  asterisk 
explains.] 

*  There  are  worda  which  are  given  to  men  lo  express 
their  thoughts.  We  have  them  handy  (like  Grant's 
Morella  Cherry  Brandy — Advt.),  but  refrain.—- C/iwrc/i- 
mail's  Quarterly. 

"  The  author  of  this  new  book  has  sent  me  an  edition 
de  looks  (and  it  looks  like  it !)  for  review.    .    .  . 

"I  thank  him  for  the  flies,  and  tried  them  on  the 
Southend  flat  fish.  I  also  find  the  flies  or  fly  papers  an 
excellent  substitute  for  butter.  Unfortunately  neither 
mussels,  oysters,  nor  winkles  will  take  these  flies,  but  I 
mide  a  very  saocessful  citch  of  an  Epigastriim  moreatus, 
which  I  send  for  identification."— Truthful  Tommy. 

"  Ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  duffer  at  fishing. 
Hard  work  made  easy,  and  brain  work  unnecessary. 
.  .  .  It  is  simple  as  ehelling  peas.  If  cnt  ud  nicely  into 
proper  slices,  will  be  useful  as  pipe  lights." — Thick  Bits. 

"  We  have  een  a  few  worse  books  and  worse  specimens 
of  the  fly  tier's  art — but  not  many." — Chelsea  Flaba- 
gaster. 

"  The  matter  is  so  skilfully  written,  and  there  is  such 
an  air  of  candour  and  bashf  ulnees  in  this  uniqne  instruction 
book,  that  no  counsel  (Q.C.  or  F.G.)  would  care  to  risk 
his  reputation  in  defending  it." — Lawful  Times. 

"  The  author  of  this  treatise  should  not  hide  his  light 
under  a  barrel  .  .  .  It  a  treat  is.  With  recondite 
rigidity  he  clumsily  treads  down  the  trammels  of  techni- 
cality and  soars  into  ethereal  effulgence,  a  certain  aatisfac- 
tion  gilding  the  circumambient  atmosphere  .  .  .  We 
frankly  confess  that  we  do  not  understand  one  woid  of 
it — and  certainly  do  not  wish  to." — Terrnuth, 

"  .  ...  Fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  — 
especially  the  former.    Children  will  not  look  at  it." 

— Lancer  R. 

"  .  .  .  .  There  is  not  a  living  authority  (with  the 
exception  of  the  author)  who  could  have  written  the  book. 
Certainly  none  but  a  master  hand  could  have  formed  or 
transformed  such  a  beautiful  fly  into  such  a  bundle  of  old 
clothes  !  " — Haberdasher, 

"  Entomologists  beware  !  You  will  all  have  to  begin  de 
novo  if  you  read  this.    Well,  our  advice  is — Don't  !  " 

— Puncture. 

"  .  ,  .  .  Worthy  of  a  niche  in  the  vahalla  of  people 
of  genius — the  flies  a  case  in  the  Ct amber  of  Horrors. 
Not  one  of  us  could  possibly  have  done  it — not  if  we 
died  for  it!" — Curator  Slipcamorial  Society. 

"  .  .  .  .  Not  only  a  terror  to  fish  of  every  known 
or  unknown  species,  but  a  certain  preventive  to  soiling 
flypapers.  One  of  these  celebrated  'soarers'  maybe 
stuck  in  the  cantre  of  a  freshly- treacled  paper,  and  not 
a  living  fly  will  come  within  miles  of  it.  .  .  .  One 
quire  of  '  stickers '  will  last  a  lifetime."— Fij/  Paper 
Chronicle. 

The  end  of  evolution's  this : 

One  thing's  no  better  than  another ; 

We  all  came  from  the  chrysalis — 
That  is  to  say,  a  common  moth-er  ! 
The  idea!    To  speak  of  the  new  and  condensed  list  of 
flies  in  this  way  is  not  worthy  oi— Scraps. 


Thk  author  of  the  "  Seven  Day  Flies  "  has  sent  us  a 
copy  of  his  work- also  two  flies.  His  instructions  as  to 
how  to  throw  them  are  a  bit  involved.  .  .  .  Instead  of 
"  throwing  "  them  we  should  advise  him  to  "chuck"  it. 
—Ed.  E.  G. 


"  Remember  you  are  on  your  oath,"  remarked  a  judge, 
who  is  as  celebrated  for  his  skill  on  the  golf  links  as  for 
his  legal  abilities,  to  a  witness  who  was  contradicting 
himself.  "By  the  viay,"  he  continued,  "do  you  under- 
stand the  nature  of  an  oath  ?  "  "  In  course  I  do,  me 
lud,  I  ain't  lia  your  ludship's  caddie  for  close  on  two 
years  without  learning  that  much  !  " 


"  I  HAVE  a  scheme  to  improve  your  play,"  said  the 
indigent  idiot  to  the  minager.  ' '  In  that  fisher-girl  tcene 
uss  gilt  tackle  and  luminous  bait."  "  What  for  ?  "  "It 
would  make  the  lines  bright  and  catchy." 

 > ♦<  *  <  

"  Can  you  oblige  me  with  some  brit  ?  "  "  Could  you 
lend  me  a  few  hooks  ?  "  These  ([uestions  were  addressed 
to  a  veteran  angler  who  was  fishing  at  the  pier.  "  They 
seem  to  take  me  for  the  loan  fisherman,"  remarked  the 
angler  to  his  friend.  Dragnet. 
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BENETFINK^, 


KINGMALCOM&CO. 

Practical  Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

WADING  TROUSERS,  wear 
guaranteed,  35s. 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

WADING  TROUSERS, 
45s. 

Inventors  of  the  famous  Tanned  Angola  Waders, 
guaranteed  to  stand  thorns  and  friction  better  than 
any  other  material.  Our  Waders  never  split  at  the 
fork,  therefore  require  no  leather. 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 
wear  guaranteed,  18s.  6d. 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 
25s. 

"  The  latter  are  strongly  recommended  for  hard 
wear." — Land  and  Water,  Feb.  10,  1894. 

COMBINATION  WADING 
BOOTS,  50s. 

Sezxca.  for  Ca^-ta.los'u.e. 

^ctiaal  Makers  and  Inventors. 

SOBS  COJfCOVRS. 


MAPLE  &  CO 

The  "  RUSSELL"  SHUTTER-FRONT  WRITING  TARLE 


The  "RUSSELI."  WXIITINO  TABLE  in  Oak,  with  paneUed 
sides  and  back,  and  having  numerous  fitted  drawers,  pigeon-holes, 
slides,  &c.,  the  whole  automatically  closing  with  one  operation, 
4ft.  2in  iB8    6  O 

BxTOLViNO  Chaik  to  match  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    12  6 

"  The  '  Bussell '  Table  is  just  the  thing  for  a  busy  and  oft-interrupted 
man." — D.Q.S. 

The  Largest  Selection  of  Furniture 

For  Libraries,  Offices,  Board  and  Committee  Rooms,  Banks, 
and  Consulting  Rooms  in  the  World. 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD  LONDON  &  PARIS 


'The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS, 

Syds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1-  each,  10  ■  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted       -      -  from  2/5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING      -     -  „  12/6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish   7/- 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS   „  5/6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  ....  „  9/6 

Large  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7t0z. 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  QJft.,  10ft., 

and  lOift.  

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  . 
Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops 
Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  - 


25/- 


21/- 
21/- 
21/- 
21/- 


Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches.  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts, 
Flies,  Hooks,  and,  though  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room  in 
flie  pocket,  and  having  turned  down  leather 
flaps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has  solid  leather 
backs  and  waterproof  vegetable  leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size,  Is.  7d.;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers,  or 

WILLIAM  BIRKET, 

LORD  ST.,  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Aseuts: 
OPEN.  S.  AIiIiCOCK  &  CO.,  BEDDZTCK. 


The  Hesf  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET, 

33  Pa^es  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  tke  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  P.  0.  G."  in  every  issue. 
Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 
A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 
"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 
Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 
The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 
There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friendf  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookaeller,  at  the  Bailway  BookstallB,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office:  TUDOR  ST^  E.C. 


356 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[Mat  20,  1899 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Judging  from  the  reports  received  from  members  who 
related  their  angliot;  experiences  at  Monday's  meeting, 
Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  presiding,  trout  fishing  had  been 
in  a  very  bad  way  during  the  previous  week.  Several 
gentlemen  had  visited  the  Kennet,  but  the  results  had 
been  exceedingly  poor,  there  having  been  an  absolute 
dearth  of  fly,  and  very  few  fish  moving.  The  chairman, 
however,  had  had  on  a  good  fish  of  over  31b.,  which 
performed  some  extraordinary  antics  for  a  trout.  On 
being  hooked  it  immediately  bolted  into  the  bank  in  the 
same  manner  as  a  chub  will  often  try  to  do,  and  endea- 
voured, apparently,  to  get  its  head  into  a  rat's  hole.  By 
careful  handling  the  fish  was  extricated  from  its  unusual 
position,  but,  unfortunately,  owing  doubtless  to  the  gut 
having  been  frayed  in  the  "  boring  "  operations  aforesaid, 
the  three-pounder  broke  away,  and  left  the  angler  lament- 
ing. On  the  Lambourn  sport  had  been  fair.  Messrs.  R.  C. 
Blundell,  R.  Bradford,  and  C.  H.  Bywaters  having  creeled 
plenty  of  fish,  although  none  were  of  exceptional  size. 
From  Uxbridge  only  one  trout  was  reported  as  having 
been  caught,  but  Eome  very  large  fish  had  been  seen  and 
their  whereabouts  carefully  noted.  The  Alder  was  up 
slightly  on  Saturday,  and  for  days  past  there  had  been  a 
good  sprinkling  of  Pale  Olive  Duns  in  evidence.  The 
trout,  however,  were  not  in  a  rising  mood.  Dr.  C.  S. 
Patterson,  on  private  water,  got  a  brace  of  nice  fish  with 
the  Alder,  but  no  other  takes  were  chronicled.  A  party 
of  members  have  left  for  Ireland  for  the  May  Fly  fishing  on 
Jiough  Derg,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  meet  with 
good  sport.  Members  who  wish  to  have  a  key  of  the  gate 
by  the  High  Bridge,  on  the  Uxbridge  water,  can  procure 
one  on  application  to  the  keeper  at  the  cottage  for  a  small 
payment.  The  22nd  inst.,  being  Whit  Monday,  there  will 
be  no  meeting.  M.  6.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  AifGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Holbom 
Restaurant  on  Wednesday,  May  17,  at  8  p  m.,  Mr.  R.  C. 
Preston  Gardner  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Lane  reported  poor 
sport  off  the  pier  at  Deal.  The  chairman  showed  a  sea- 
fishing  winch,  made  for  him  by  Mr.  David  Slater,  of 
Newark;  also  a  spliced  wire  line  for  great  depths.  Mr. 
Lane  announced  that  he  had  been  over  Hanger's  new 
honse  at  Deal,  and  found  it  very  comfortable.  He 
stated  that  he  himself  had  stayed  at  the  New  Inn,  and 
found  the  accommodation  good,  and  moderate  as  to  price. 
Some  interesting  extracts  were  read  from  various  papers 
regarding  the  controversy  on  steam  trawling  and  the 
depletion  of  Icelandic  line-fishing  grounds  ;  and  the  feel- 
ing seemed  to  be  that  no  steam  trawler  should  be 
allowed  to  fish  within  the  three-mile  limit  in  any  waters. 
The  members  present  were  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House  of  Lords  regarding  the  imposing  of 
penalties  on  trawl  owners  for  infringement  of  the  regula- 
tions as  regards  territorial  waters.  Mr.  Bates  showed  a 
very  handy  lead  buckle,  which  allowed  of  the  buckle  being 
removed  in  a  minute  and  placed  anywhere  on  the  line. 
The  chairman  referred  to  the  photrgraph  at  the  dinner, 
and  thought  that  if  the  photography  was  correct,  the 
evening  must  have  been  very  convivial. 

Chaeles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  an  ordinary  meeting,  Mr.  F.  R.  Ohlson  in  the  chair, 
three  new  members  were  elected.  One  new  nomination 
was  received,  and  will  come  on  for  election  this  day  fort- 
night. Fishing  reports  :  Mr.  Buckingham,  trout  of  21b  9oz., 
from  private  water ;  Mr.  Fowning,  two  and  a  half  brace  of 
trout,  all  returned  but  one  of  13j  inches  ;  Mr.  Chasteney, 
two  brace,  one  brace  retained  of  14J  inches  and  15J  inches. , 
killing  flies,  Alder  and  Red  Quill ;  Mr.  Bridgman,  two 
brace,  one  brace  returned,  fly,  the  Bro  i  ley  ;  Mr.  Goodwin, 
two  and  a  half  brace,  all  returned,  flies.  Alder  and  March 
Brown;  Mr.  Connellan,  dace,  trout,  and  swallow  with  fly, 
all  returned  ;  Mr.  Eldred,  two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout, 
Chesham,  all  returned.  'The  trout  mentioned  above  were 
taken  from  the  society's  water  at  Chesham.  Mr.  Gibson, 
trout  and  dace  from  Hertford,  returned.  A  very  interesting 
and  instructive  paper  was  then  read  before  the  members 
ky  Mr.  B.  F.  Goodwin,  entitled  "  Roach  Fishing."  He 
described  where  the  fish  are  mostly  to  be  found,  and  their 
habits,  described  the  spawning  process,  the  various  kinds  of 
rods  and  tackle  in  use,  and  the  best  to  use.  He  advocated  the 
use  of  a  16tt.  rod,  and  exhibited  one  made  by  one  of  the 
members,  and  named  after  another  member,  and  said  to  be 
the  rod  par  excellence  for  Kelvedon.  He  described  the 
various  ways  to  fish,  and  the  way  to  select  the  swim,  the 
way  to  bait  the  hook,  in  fact,  every  possible  hint  that 
could  possibly  be  of  use  to  the  roach  fisherman.  At  the 
conclusion,  and  after  some  discnesion  on  the  paper,  a  most 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Goodwin  was  passed  for  his 
labours  and  the  pleasure  he  had  given  the  members.  The 
n^ual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  and  usual  toasts  con- 
cluded the  proceedings.      Alex.  Wright  (Hon.  Sec). 


CAMBRIDGE  AND  ELY  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  this 
society  was  held  at  12,  Market  Hill,  recently.  Dr.  Cooper 
presided,  and  among  those  present  were  Messrs.  W.  W. 
Gray,  C.  8.  Roe,  G.  Stacp,  G.  F.  Knowles,  C.  Hoppett, 
FawBttt,  Hayward,  Robinson,  Lee,  Beales,  Stearn, 
Salmon,  Percy  W.  Gray  (hon.  sec.  and  treasurer),  and 
others.  The  committee,  in  their  2l8t  annual  report, 
stated  that  they  had  the  satisfaction  to  announce  that  the 
accounts  showed  that  after  discharging  all  lialilities  there 
was  a  balance  of  £7  28.  Gd.  The  past  season  had  been  a 
ditappointing  one.  At  its  commencement  the  sport  was 
good,  but  owing  to  the  long  continued  drought  and  the 


intense  heat,  the  autumn  fishing  gave  very  poor  results. 
Of  course  there  had  been  exceptions,  and  some  excellent 
catches  had  been  recorded,  yet  upon  the  whole  the  seaeon 
had  been  noted  more  for  its  disappointments  than  for  its 
successes.  But  the  society  had  only  experienced  the  same 
ill-luck  as  attended  similar  clubs  in  all  parts.  The  com- 
mittee hoped  that  the  coming'  season  would  prove  more 
favourable.  The  committee  had  made  arrangements 
during  the  coming  season  to  publish  peiiodical  reports  of 
the  condition  of  the  water,  with  such  other  information  aa 
would  prove  useful  to  the  members  as  to  the  dances  of 
obtaining  sport.  To  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company 
the  thanks  of  the  society  were  due  for  the  continaation  of 
special  privilfges  for  anglers.  It  was  a  matter  for  con- 
gratulation that  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  aspect 
of  the  past  season,  the  membership  had  not  decreased. 
The  committee  recommended  that  the  rule  as  to  subscrip- 
tion of  residents  in  Littleport  be  altered.  The  report  and 
accounts  were  adopted.  It  was  also  resolved  to  raise  the 
subscription  of  Littleport  members  from  28.  6d.  to  Ss.  per 
annum.  Dr.  Cooper  was  re-appointed  president.  In 
returning  thanks.  Dr.  Cooper  referred  to  the  report  that 
other  angling  societies  were  prepared  to  give  more  fortheir 
fishing  than  their  own  society.  He  had  made  it  bis 
business  to  approach  the  South  Level  Commissioners,  and 
he  found  that  their  desire  was  that  the  fishing  should 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  present  society  a&  long  as 
possible.  The  commissioners  were  desirous  of  preventing 
the  incoming  of  a  body  of  strangers,  as  had  occurred  in 
some  parts  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  to  the  great  inconvenitnce 
of  the  anglers  in  that  part  of  the  country.  The  oonimittee 
were  re-elected  with  the  substitution  of  the  names  of  Mr. 
Champion  and  Mr.  Ling  for  those  of  Mr.  Perkins  and  Mr. 
Moyes.  Mr.  Percy  W.  Gray  was  unanimously  re-appointed 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Messrs.  C.  Hoppett  and 
Salmon  were  elected  auditors.  The  meeting  closed  with 
the  usual  vote  of  thanks. 


i^otes  from  tt)e  j^orti). 


Grilse  are  now  making  their  appearance  in  satisfactory 
numbers.  The  weights  are  also  heavy  for  pioneers,  being 
nearly  31b.  of  an  average.  Two  were  got  in  the  Deveron 
district  last  week,  being  ten  days  or  so  earlier  than  last 
year.  _____ 

The  protracted  easterly  winds  have  surely  come  to  dead 
stop  at  last.  On  Sunday  a  genial  change  was  perceptible, 
and  after  a  night's  rain  the  pent  up  vegetation  seemed 
to  burst  out  all  of  a  sudden.  It  was  like  riding  through 
quite  a  different  country  from  what  was  the  case  only  a 
week  before.  The  season  is  fully  a  month  behind,  both 
for  the  angler  and  agriculturist. 


The  most  popular  trout  fly  in  the  north  just  now  is  the 
fancy  known  locally  as  "  Dr.  Fowler,"  after  its  inventor, 
who  made  some  grand  baskets  with  it  on  the  Ythan. 
The  "  Red  Brick  "  would  have  been  a  more  descriptive 
appellation,  as  it  is  all  of  that  colour,  both  hackle  and 
wing.  Mr.  Mike,  Trinity-street,  Aberdeen,  has  had  his 
hands  full  to  meet  the  constant  demands  for  this  pattern 
alone.   


They  are  getting  five,  fix,  and  seven  fish  per  rod  per  day 
just  now  on  the  Ballater  Dee  section.  This  is  something 
like  sport,  and  gives  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  art.  Hitherto, 
he  has  been  indeed  a  lucky  angler  who  has  been  fortunate 
enough  to  get  two  fish  a  day,  even  on  these  now  prolific 
parts.   

The  Glentana  Dee  waters  are  also  yielding  very  good 
results,  and  probably  the  most  popular  angler,  with  the 
fish  at  least,  it  not  otherwise,  is  Mr.  Barclay,  who  has  had 
four,  five,  and  six  fish  daily,  for  Eome  time  back.  Mr. 
Sandeman  is  now  doing  some  salmon  fishing  up  there. 


Most  of  the  best  angling  sections  of  the  Don  are  let 
either  to  single  rods  or  by  ticket,  and  very  good  brown 
trout  angling  is  being  got.  We  sampled  the  Pitmaden 
water  on  Saturday,  and  had  an  excellent  basket,  heaviest 
2ilb.,  all  to  "Dr.  Fowler." 


A  sad  accident  occurred  to  an  angler  at  the  rocks  south 
of  Stonehaven  on  Saturday  last.  George  Forrest, 
secretary  to  the  Stonehaven  Rock  Anglers'  Association, 
and  a  companion  went  to  a  point  known  locally  as  Teelong, 
at  a  creek  called  the  "  Cappie,"  a  famous  fishing  spot  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Forrest  elected  to  fish  from  rather 
a  dangerous  position,  and  was  helped  out  of  it  by  his 
companion,  Middltton.  It  is  surmised  that  he  had 
returned  to  it  again  after  the  tide  had  turned,  as  he  was 
last  seen  there  at  six  o'clock,  and  shortly  after  a  cry  was 
heard  from  that  quarter,  as  of  a  drowning  man  ;  but  when 
assistacoe  reached  the  place  nothing  could  be  seen  of 
Forrest  but  his  clip  lying  on  the  rocks. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGregor,  who  are  leaving  the  Inver- 
cauld  Arms  Hotel,  Ballater,  were  the  recipients  of  hand- 
some presents  on  Saturday  from  the  nobility,  gentry, 
visitors,  and  residents  in  the  charming  village  and  district 
of  Deeside  generally.  The  McGregors  have  long  catered 
both  at  Braemar  and  Ballater  to  a  wide  circle  of  all 
classes,  from  the  prince  to  the  peasant.  They  long  rented 
the  famous  Ballater  and  Invercauld  fishings,  and  in  this 
way  no  more  popular  hosts  than  the  McGregors,  pere  et 
fih,  were  to  be  ft  und  in  the  north.  There  was  a  right 
royal  demonstration  on  Satuiday  when  Sir  John  Clark, 
Bart.;  Deputy  Lieutenant  of  the  country  presided  and 
made  the  presentations. 


Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  American  millionaire',  hae' 
just,  commissioned  a  Paisley  firm  to  construct  a  specially- 
designed  yacht  for  service  in  connection  with  his  recently 
acquired  estate  of  Ski  bo  in  Sutherlandshire. 


A  woman  named  Brown  was  fined  £1  or  seven  days  for 
inciting  boys  to  collect  lapwings'  eggs,  for  which  she  paid 
them  a  penny  apiece.  It  came  out  at  the  trial  in  the 
Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  that  her  husband  was  a  regular 
dealer,  and  had  this  year  alone  dispatched  upwards  of  tw» 
tons  of  lapwings' eggs  to  London.  All  Aberdeenshire  and 
adjoining  counties  must  have  been  pretty  well  scoured  to- 
secure  them.   


Mr.  Shepherd,  Ltmon-tree  Bar,  .Aberdeen,  on  Tuesday 
last  creeled  a  salmon  of  141b.  and  a  fine  basket  of  trout  on 
the  Ellon  Ythan  water.  He  bad  a  salmon  of  91b.  the  previous 
week,  and  111b.  trout.  Daily  tickets  cost  only  one 
shilling.   

Mr.  Hugh  McDonald  and  other  trouting  experts  believe 
in  the  single  iron  for  small  flies  when  the  river  runs  smalt 
and  clear.  We  hold  similar  views,  but  give  us  the  double 
iron  when  there  are  any  big  game  about.  We  like  to  have 
the  confidence  of  a  double  grip.  '     ;  • 


We  pin  our  faith  to  casts  such  as  Carswell,  Glasgow,  can 
produce  ;  the  tear  and  wear  in  them  is  truly  marvelloue- 
when  compared  with  some  of  th$  stuff  we  have  had  to 
contend  with  some  years  back. 

There  is  no  "May  Fly  Season"  in  Scotland,  but  the 
first  rise  of  the  March  Brown  after  an  April  or  May 
shower  may  be  likened  to  a  goi  d  substitute  At  such  a 
time  a  pool  on  some  of  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Don  is  a- 
sight  worth  seeing — with  rising,  leaping,  tumbling  fish — 
and  once  seen  will  never  be  forgotten. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  IRotes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  communication  has  been  forwarded  to  me  from  » 
member  of  one  of  our  angling  societies  which  is  to  the 
effect  that  he  would  like  to  see  a  series  of  contests  arranged, 
in  which  a  selected  number  of  members  from  each  club 
should  compete  for  a  silver  cup,  the  contest  to  be  fished 
after  the  same  manner  in  which  the  English  football  «tt-{> 
is  played  for,  that  is,  that  the  clubs  should  be  drawn 
together,  the  first  contest  to  be  called  the  first  round,  the 
next  the  second,  and  so  on,  until  there  were  only  two  clubs 
left  to  fish,  the  winner  to  hold  the  cup  for  twelve 
months.  A  contest  of  this  kind  would,  no  doubt,  bring 
about  a  lot  of  friendly  rivalry  3,nd  enthusiasm,  and,  as  the 
writer  points  out  to  me,  it  would  show  which  club  had  the 
most  skilful  team  of  anglers  each  year.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  if  a  cup  could  be  obtained,  the  clubs  would  go  in  for 
it  with  a  will.  Mr.  G.  Stanley,  of  exhibition  fame,  has 
promised  us  ore,  and  when  we  get  it  the  representatives  of 
the  clubs  at  our  general  meeting  may  decide  to  adopt  the 
scheme  as  suggested,  and  contest  for  it  in  the  manner  indi- 
cated. Last  week  I  mentioned  in  my  notes  that  two  more 
new  clubs  were  in  the  course  of  formation.  Another  one  has 
just  applied,  making  three  in  a  fortnight.  One  is  being 
formed  at  the  Gun  Inn,  Bath  Street,  another  at  the  King's 
Arms  Hotel,  Harborne,  and  the  other  at  the  Men's  Early 
Morning  School  at  Oldbnrv,  outside  Birmingham.  This 
club  have  taken  Titford  Pool  at  White  Heath  for  the 
members,  who  number  about  forty.  The  secretary,  Mr. 
Watts,  informs  me  that  the  committee  intends  to  get  a 
large  namber  of  the  men  who  attend  the  school,  to  join, 
and  if  they  cannot  afford  it  they  will  be  presented  with  a 
cheap  outfit  by  several  influential  gentleman  who  are 
interested  in  the  schools.  The  Trades  Exhibition  closed 
in  Birmingham  on  Saturday  evening  last,  May  13,  having 
been  open  eight  weeks  ;  the  exhibition  was  a  great  success, 
so  much  so,  that  the  manager,  Mr.  G.  Stanley,  presented 
a  cheque  of  two  hundred  guineas  to  ,the  Queen's  Hospital. 
Every  member  of  our  association  paid  a  visit,  and 
upwards  of  £200  worth  of  tickets  were  sold  to  our 
members  and  friends.  We  shall  have  another  show  of  fish 
next  year,  when  Mr.  Stanley  visits  us  again.  The  prize 
money  will  be  larger,  and,  as  a  corsequence,  the  cases  of 
fish  will  be  more  numerous.  The  East  End  Society  have 
acquired  a  nice  stretch  of  the  river  Alne,  near  to  Aston 
Cantlow.  The  water  contains  a  fair  quantity  of  all  kinds 
of  fish  with  the  exception  of  pike.  Some  very  fine  dace 
have  been  had  from  this  water  previous  to  the  close 
season  coming  in,  and  of  late  some  very  good  trout  have 
been  taken,  both  with  the  fly  and  worm.  A  large  number 
of  our  members  will  be  out  during  the  holidays.  The 
majority  of  them  will  be  on  the  Severn,  Teme,  and  other 
local  streams  where  there  are  trout  to  le  found.  Some 
will  visit  the  local  canals  just  merely  for  the  outing,  not 
for  the  chief  purpose  of  tishing,  as  some  of  the  pimpers- 
like  to  visit  their  old  haunts  during  the  close  time.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  no  fishing  will  be  allowed  on  the  popular 
parts  of  the  Avon  during  the  holidays,  the  Evesham, 
Pershore,  Defford,  and  Eckington  landowners  being  very 
much  against  fishing  during  the  close  time,  and  until  such 
time  that  the  bay  crop  is  got  in.  Under  the  circumstnnoes, 
I  would  advise  anyone  not  to  go  to  the  places  mentioned 
for  Eome  time  to  come. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in  the 
angling  on  Derbyshire  streams  this  week,  owing  to  an 
agreeable  change  in  the  weather.  Warm  showers  have 
fallen  and  freshened  tlie  waters  without  materially  dis- 
turbing them.  They  are  now  in  excellent  condition,  and 
fish  are  rising  in  places  pretty  freely.    Anglers  are 
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tolerably  numerous  on  most  of  the  streams,  and  sport,  as  a 
rule,  has  been  satisfactory.  On  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Wye,  by  Ashwood  Dale  (Barton  District),  Blaokwell  Mill, 
Chee  Dale,  and  Miller's  Dale,  some  Tery  fair  baskets 
have  been  made,  and  good  creels  up  to  seven  brace  have 
fallen  to  fly  anglers  on  the  private  and  open  waters  of 
Monsal  and  Cressbrook  Dales,  where  the  fish  are  very 
plentiful  and  of  large  size.  Several  nice  lots  of 
trout  have  been  killed  on  the  Ashford  lengths,  and  also 
on  the  Holme  reaches  between  Holme  and  Bakewell. 
About  an  average  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the 
Bakewell  and  Rowsley  waters,  and  artificial  fly  anglers 
there  have,  as  a  rule,  done  well,  some  excellent  baskets 
having  been  made  by  several  of  them.  On  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Derwent  sport  has  been  much  better  than  of 
late.  Several  good  creels  have  been  made  on  the  Ash- 
opton  and  Yorkshire  Bridge  lengths ;  and  also  on  those  of 
Bamford  and  SicklehoLme,  by  fly  and  bottom  fishing  and 
trolling.  There  has  been  a  considerable  number  of 
anglers  on  the  Derwent  valley  reaches,  between  Hather- 
sage,  Grindlef  ord ,  and  Stoke,  where  the  sport  has  been  of  a 
satigfactory  character,  several  good  creels  of  nice  sized 
fish  having  been  made  there,  chiefly  by  visitors  from  the 
neighbourhoods  of  Manchester  and  Shefiield.  Both  the 
open  and  the  private  lengths  of  the  river  in  the  Calver 
district  have  been  well  patronised,  and  several  capital  lots 
of  fish  have  been  kUled  by  fly  anglers.  There  has  been, 
during  the  week,  an  increased  number  of  visitors  to  the 
Chatsworth  and  Baslow  waters,  many  of  them  from 
London  and  other  distant  places ;  and  sport  has  generally 
been  found  satisfactory.  Some  really  good  baskets  have 
been  made  there,  principally  on  the  Park  lengths,  by  fly 
anglers ;  and  some  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  killed 
on  the  lower  adjoining  reaches  of  Calton  and  Beely. 
Several  large  trout  up  to  ijlb.  have  been  killed 
on  the  Derwent  within  the  last  few  days,  chiefly 
at  Matlock  Bath  and  the  Bridge.  Fly  and  bottom 
fishers  have  done  well  on  the  Holmesford  and  Watstan- 
well  lengths,  and  several  very  fair  baskets  have  been  made 
there.  Angling  has  been  satisfactory  on  most  of  the 
lengths  of  the  Dove.  On  the  Dovedale  waters  fly  anglers 
have,  as  a  rule,  met  with  good  sport,  and  some  excellent 
creels  have  been  made  there,  and  also  on  the  Alsop-le- 
Dale  and  Mill  Dale  reaches.  The  Beresford  and  Harting- 
ton  lengths  have  furnished  some  nice  lots  of  fish,  and  sport 
has  been  pretty  good  there.  In  bottom  fishing  ant  eggs, 
gentles,  worms,  and  dock  grubs  have  proved  successful  ; 
and  killing  flies  have  been  the  Dotterel,  Claret  Bumble, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Cock-wing,  and  Yellow  and  Ash  Dans. 
Angling  prospects  are  good. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  an  entire  change  of  the  weather  in  this 
district  during  the  past  week,  and  in  place  of  the  cold 
north-easterly  winds,  south-westerly  breezes  and  copious 
showers  of  rain  have  intervened,  causing  the  waters  to  be 
nicely  coloured,  which  will  bring  the  fish  well  on  the  feed 
again.  The  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  and  the  becks 
and  streams  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Driffield,  Froding- 
ham,  and  Hempholme  are  now  all  more  or  less  in  grand 
condition  for  trout  fishing,  either  with  fly  or  minnow ;  and 
in  the  tidal  waters  below  Hempholme,  and  at  the  beck- 
ends,  shoals  of  fish  are  scouring  themselves,  evidently  after 
spawning,  so  that  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  season 
amongst  coarse  fish  when  it  opens.  A  few  decent  sized 
trout  have  been  taken  by  those  who  have  ventured  up 
stream,  and  odd  fish  have  also  been  taken  with  worm  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  river,  but  owing  to  the  unsettled  state 
of  the  weather  no  quantity  of  anglers  have  been  out, 
but  there  is  prospect  of  some  good  fish  being  taken 
in  the  upper  waters  when  the  wet  weather  subsides.  A 
letter  has  been  received  by  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  from  the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Anglers  asbiag 
their  co-operation  relative  to  the  expenses  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fbhery  Board  in  prosecuting  offenders  under  the  Fishery 
Act,  i.e.,  for  the  sale  of  coarse  fish  during  the  close  season ; 
but  in  the  absence  of  fuller  information  relative  thereto 
nothing  was  done  at  the  May  council  meeting.  A  com- 
mittee was  formed  to  carry  out  the  Amalgamation's 
charity  match,  which  will  take  place  on  the  river  Ancholme 
on  July  1.  Another  big  local  event  took  place  on  Saturday 
afternoon  last  on  the  river  Hull,  at  DnnsweU,  in  very 
inclement  weather,  resulting  in  the  takes  being  very  small. 
It  was  Blandell  Spence  and  Co.'s  Angling  Society's 
annual  open  match,  but  the  muster  of  anglers  was  not 
near  so  large  aa  had  been  anticipated,  no  doubt  owing  to 
the  unfavourable  weather.  Mr.  A  Waites  was  the 
fortunate  winner  of  the  first  prize  with  9^oz. ;  Messrs. 
8.  Dean,  J.  W.  Petty,  8.  Conyers,  E.  Robertson,  and 
D.  Friend  taking  the  next  five  with  about  §lb.  of  fish 
each,  whilst  the  20th  prize  was  taken  with  3Joz.  The 
Kingston  Rovers  A. 8.  fished  their  first  match  this  season 
on  the  river  on  Minto  Flatts,  Mr.  T.  Lambert  being 
first  prizeman  with  lib.  IJoz.,  Messrs.  D.  Jordan  and 
C.  Wilson  taking  the  next  two.  The  East  Hull  Brass 
Band  A.S.  fished  their  second  match  of  the  season  at 
Wawneferry,  but  had  only  very  modeiate  sport,  Messrs. 
W.  Grale  and  T.  Nicholson  taking  the  first  two  prizes  with 
only  about  }lb.  of  fish  each.  On  Monday  the  Hearts 
of  Oak  A. 8.,  of  Driffield,  fish  their  second  match  on  the 
riw  on  Minto  Flatts  ;  bo  likewise  do  the  Derringbam 
AJ8.,  of  Hall;  and  the  Stoneferry  Star  A.S.  will  fish 
theirs  at  Hull  Bridge  on  the  same  day;  whilst  the  Hull 


What  Money  Vxif  Do.— Money  can  do  a  groat  deal,  but  It 
cannot  do  everything.  It  cannot  itop  the  pasBing  of  time,  it 
cannot  mak*  os  young  again,  it  cannot  renew  with  health  the 
enfeeble')  frame.  In  the  face  of  the  demon  ill-health,  rich  and 
poor  are  on  an  eqmlity.  Elch  and  poor  have  to  ."leek  the  aame 
remwlieB,  aad  wise  indeed  are  Ihf.y  if,  in  their  nonow  and 
■DlTerlng,  they  tarn  to  Uolloway'i  Pillii  a/)d  Ointment.  Theeeare 
wifto,  the_  rea^b  of  the  poor  aa  well  an  of  the  rich,  and  It  is  no 
idla  ttatba»ay.  but  the  patnral  rtiiait  ot  long  experience,  wbiab 
has  itrAlT^a  IloUoway  to  be  the  poor  man's  frisnd. 


Excelsiors  will  journey  to  Broomfleet,  and  fish  a  match  on 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal.  Another  addition  has  been 
made  to  our  long  list  of  local  angling  societies,  called  the 
City  Angling  Association,  whose  headquarters  is  at  the 
Talbot  Hotel,  in  Scale  Lane.  The  West  Hull  A.S.  have 
just  held  their  first  meeting  and  elected  officers  for  the 
season  of  1899,  Mr.  T.  Chester  being  voted  to  the  presi- 
dential chair. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
Althongh  the  Cumberland  County  Council  has  refused 
to  remove  the  protection  accorded  to  certain  species  of 
seagulls,  the  West  Cumberland  Fishery  Board  seem  disin- 
clined to  let  the  matter  drop.  Notwithstanding  that  some 
members  of  the  board  have  described  their  own  action  as 
childish  and  absurd,  the  question  is  to  be  placed  on  the 
agenda  for  next  meeting,  when  Mr.  Grioe  hopes  to  be  able 
to  prove  that  the  gulls  do  destroy  fish.  Following  heavy 
rains  towards  the  end  of  last  week,  angling  improved  in 
some  parts  of  the  district.  On  the  Keswick  waters  good 
fish  and  good  fishing  has  been  the  rule — with  exceptions,  of 
course — for  some  time,  many  trout  of  21b.  or  31b.  and  over 
having  been  secured,  especially  from  the  lake,  while 
the  river  also  affords  sport.  Since  the  rain,  on 
Thursday,  Mr.  T.  Hodgson  has  had  nearly  thirty 
fish ;  Mr.  Sparke  and  friend,  nine  trout  and  two 
or  three  pike,  from  the  lake ;  Mr.  A.  Wilkinson,  a  141b. 
pike,  and  several  trout  running  from  IJlb.  to  21b.  each ; 
Mr.  Denwood,  Mr.  Lowther,  and  others  being  also 
successful.  Lower  down  the  river  sport  was  poor.  The 
best  fish  we  have  heard  of  in  the  district  fell  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  A.  H.  Gregson,  of  Kirkby  Stephen,  who  captured  a 
trout  of  over  31b.  whilst  angling  near  MaUerstang.  The 
PetterU  and  Eden  have  yielded  baskets  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  trout  downwards  to  the  rods  of  Messrs.  Wappett, 
Howe,  'Thornton,  &c.  Owing  to  the  high  state  of  the 
rivers,  the  worm  has  proved  the  most  killing  lure.  At  the 
time  of  writing  the  weather  is  not  very  promising,  and 
some  anxiety  is  being  expressed  regarding  the  holidays. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Our  Warrington  friends  are  irrepressible  ;  they  will  not 
keep  quiet.  No  sooner  do  they  get  rid  of  one  item  than 
they  are  full  swing  into  another.  At  their  last  meeting 
they  decided  to  go  in  for  500  two-year  farios  to  stock  the 
river  Bollia  a  little  more,  and  2000  roach  for  the  old  Quay 
Canal.  The  latter  water  has  been  carefully  nursed  for 
some  time,  and  when  opened  will  be  sure  to  provide  good 
sport  for  their  members,  who  will  be  limited  to  one  rod 
each.  The  Ribble  has  been  iu  condition  for  the  fly,  and 
there  is  reported  a  better  rise  of  fish  in  the  Clithero 
district  and  the  higher  reaches.  Sport  of  better  character 
has  been  obtained.  The  best  flies  have  been  March  Brown, 
Cowdnng,  and  Ssipe  Bloa,  all  Laving  killed  well.  The 
Wyre  with  better  weather  is  also  improved.  Trout 
are  showing  better,  and  there  is  a  good  rise  from 
5  to  6  p.m.  More  rods  have  been  out  and  better 
baskets  made,  the  tributaries  fishing  well.  The  most 
successful  flies  have  been  March  Brown,  Dark  Snipe 
and  Purple,  and  Light  Woodcock.  The  Lune  and 
tributaries  are  reported  as  having  fished  much  better.  One 
good  basket  of  thirteen  brace  is  reported  from  Jedbergh, 
and  another  from  Middleton,  and  one  of  seventeen  and  a 
half  from  the  Wenning.  Good  killing  flies  are  given  as 
Coch-y-Bondhu,  Hawthorn,  and  Yellow  Dun.  The  Lune 
Fishery  Board  are  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  im- 
prove the  fishing  in  all  the  stieams  they  control.  It  is 
gratifying  to  learn  that  the  anglers  of  St.  Helen's  do  not 
mourn  the  loss  of  any  of  their  numbers  by  the  recent 
terrible  explosion,  but  they  have  lost  friends  and  property. 
Next  Monday  they  fish  a  match  from  6  a  m.  until  12  noon 
for  trout  only.  Local  circumstances  compel  these  hours 
for  the  event.  During  Whitsuntide  all  the  fishermen  in 
Liverpool  will  be  busy,  but  any  details  cannot  be  dealt 
with  in  these  notes.  Suffice  it  to  say  all  the  principal 
societies  are  negotiating  contests. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE, 

Trout  fishing  has  considerably  improved  during  the  last 
few  days.  The  weather  is  warmer,  and  there  is  an  increased 
number  of  flies  on  the  water.  Under  these  conditions 
trout  are  showing  infinitely  better  sport,  and  those  who 
have  operated  with  the  fly  have  obtained  a  number  of  nice 
fish,  especially  in  the  evenings,  when  they  have  risen  more 
freely  than  at  any  other  time  of  the  day.  Bottom  fisher- 
men continue  to  do  extremely  well  with  the  maggot,  which 
has  proved  a  very  kUling  bait  during  the  last  week  or  ten 
days.  The  streams  are  now  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and 
if  the  warm  weather  continues,  a  spell  of  successful 
fishing  should  be  had. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Whitsuntide  holidays  will  interfere  with  the  ordinary 
meetings  of  several  clubs  in  this  city,  the  Moss  Side  Socials 
in  consequence  do  not  meet  again  until  June  5,  and  the 
Buckland  until  June  7,  the  latter  society  have  arranged  a 
match  for  June  17  and  June  21,  in  their  own  waters  in 
Derbyshire.  A  party  of  our  citizen  anglers,  out  at  Coombs' 
reservoir  on  May  15,  report  good  sport  but  the  fish  rather 
sinall.  At  the  board  meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery,  held  on  May  12,  a  deputation  representinga  large 
number  of  canal  fisherman  attended,  and  asked  that  this 
fishery  be  opened  like  the  other"  canals  in  the  district.' 
Considerable  discussion  followed,  but  in  the  end  the  board 
decided  to  grant  the  request,  and  open  on  May  20.  Our 
locals  can  now  go  in  for  the  coarse  fish  to  their  hearts  con- 
tent. The  Urmeton  anglers  open  the  season  on  June  17, 
with  a  match  for  Capt.  Stott's  silver  challenge  cup  and 
prizes.  The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  at  the  last 
delegate  meeting,  on  the  11th,  had  a  good  attendance,  no 
less  than  thirty-seven  clubs  being  represented.  After 
disposing  of  routine  business,  the  question  of  establishing 
a  central  headquarters  was  dealt  with,  and  after  some 
'little  discussion  it  was  decided  to  accept  the  offer  of  Mr. 


Prax,  Silver  Grid,  100a,  Market-street,  Manchester.  It 
was  also  decided  to  have  a  contest  in  the  Peak  Forest 
Canal  on  Aug.  2G ;  prizes,  £15  in  cash  and  medals,  and  an 
additional  medal  for  spscimen,  given  by  the  president. 
The  delegates  received  with  satisfaction  the  announcement 
of  the  acquisition  of  the  Poynter  Canal.  Both  their 
canals  open  to-day,  bat  the  Irlam  waters  remain  closed 
until  June  17.  The  next  meeting  is  on  July  13,  and  in  the 
meantime  all  rules,  &c. ,  will  be  printed  and  sent  to  the 
various  clubs  affiliated  with  the  C.P.A.A.  The  Hulme 
Crown  Angling  Society  have  selected  Althorpe  for  their 
first  match  on  July  2.  The  Globe  Angling  Society, 
Salford,  at  their  last  meeting  elected  officers,  &c.,  for  the 
coming  year.  The  new  executive  is  practically  the  same 
as  the  old  one. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  substantial  change,  and  there 
is  absolutely  nothing  doing.  The  waters  have  been  too 
high  for  successful  salmon  fishing,  and  so  far  no  follower 
of  the  sport  has  taken  a  fish.  Prospects  at  the  period  of 
writing  were  the  reverse  of  favourable.  Privileged  visitors 
caught  a  few  choice  trout  on  portions  of  the  Dover  Beck  in 
the  closing  days  of  last  week.  Wild,  stormy  weather  has 
militated  very  considerably  against  the  chances  of  the 
"  surface  whippets,"  and  warmer  conditions  must  prevail 
ere  much  good  will  accrue. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  conditions  for  angling  in  the  Sheffield  district  stDl 
remain  of  a  somewhat  unsettled  character,  days  of  warm, 
genial  sunshine  alternating  with  days  of  miserably  cold, 
wretched  rain.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  only 
natural  that  the  number  of  anglers  who  go  forth  should 
be  somewhat  limited,  but  the  fishermen  who  are  fortunate 
enough  in  choosing  the  fine  dajs  have  generally  succeeded 
in  obtaining  some  good  sport.  The  season  for  the  waters 
at  Hollow  Meadows  and  Redmires  is  now  in  fuU  swing, 
and,  as  the  tickets  are  limited  to  a  reasonable  number, 
fishermen  can  usually  reckon  on  getting  a  fair  day's 
fishing  if  the  conditions  are  anything  like  favourable.  A 
good  deal  of  sport  has  lately  been  forthcoming  in  these 
waters,  but  unfortunately  some  of  the  fish  have  net  been 
in  as  forward  a  condition  as  could  be  desired,  resulting  in 
a  number  of  them  having  to  be  returned.  Visitors  to 
the  Loxley  Valley  generally  anticipate  some  gratifying 
sport,  and  so  far  this  season  their  expectations 
have  not  been  disappointed.  The  Damflask  Reservoir, 
which  always  contains  some  big  fish,  already  shows 
evidence  of  maintaining  its  reputation,  but  warmer 
weather  is  required  before  the  fish  will  arrive  at  that  well- 
favoured  condition  which  is  the  delight  of  all  true  anglers. 
Up  to  the  present  a  few  big  fish  have  been  landed,  but  all 
show  need  of  further  development.  Visitors  to  the  Idle  and 
Ryton  have  not  been  very  numerous  so  far,  but  without  a 
doubt  anglers  will  soon  be  having  a  try  at  the  former  river, 
which  is  a  favourite  trout  stream,  whilst  the  latter  stream 
is  said  to  contain  a  lot  of  nice  fish.  In  the  river  Amber, 
at  Wingfield,  a  fair  amount  of  eport  is  reported,  a  few 
good  specimens  having  fallen  victims  to  dock  grubs.  In 
the  Derwent  the  reaches  near  Bamford  have  come  in  for 
considerable  attention,  maggots  having  been  the  most 
successful  bait,  and  some  of  the  catches  have  amounted  to 
four  and  five  brace  per  rod.  The  higher  reaches  of  the 
Derwent  have  been  moderately  well  patronised,  though  up 
to  the  present  no  particular  good  catches  have  been  made. 
There  is  some  talk  of  steps  being  taken  to  re-stock  the 
river  Sheaf.  I  hope  the  project  wiU  be  carried  out,  as  it 
will  be  a  pity  if  this  once  popular  trout  stream  should 
suffer  by  reason  of  a  Uttle  neglect.  Prospects  for  Whit- 
suntide are  encouraging,  but  will  depend  very  much  upon 
the  weather,  which  no  one,  however,  can  guarantee  .<Kr 
prophesy  about  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  ■ 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  has  not  been  much  angling  done  during  the  past 
seven  days  by  club  members  in  this  district,  although  the 
weather  has  been  favourable.  We  have  had  some  heavy 
rain  and  tempest,  but  not  enough  to  affect  the  streams 
appreciably,  tor  they  continue  in  excellent  condition  for 
bottom  or  fly  fishing,  but  the  high  wind  has  been  much 
against  the  latter.  The  Severn  has  been  but  little  fishe  d  by 
club  anglers.  Some  few  have  been  trying  the  artificial 
minnow  under  the  weirs  and  other  likely  places  for  trout, 
but  without  success.  The  take  of  spawning  fish  by 
unattached  anglers,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  been 
very  large  indeed.  The  Teme  has  been  more 
patronised,  but  eport  anything  but  good.  One  angler 
was  fortunate  enough  to  take  three  brace  of  nice 
trout  on  Monday  last  with  Blue  Dun  and  a  Yellow 
Dun,  and  some  others  had  a  brace  or  so,  but  rises  came 
very  slowly.  On  private  water  sport  has  not  been  good 
this  week.  I  heard  of  one  of  the  Malvern  anglers  taking 
one  fine  trout  of  over  21b.  on  their  club  water,  this  the 
best  fish  of  the  week.  The  Upton-on-Severn  Angling 
Society  held  their  aimual  meeting  at  the  Star  Hotel  on 
Friday  evening  last.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
president.  Dr.  Mountford,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Ludford  Docker,  CO.  There  were  a  large  number  of 
members  present.  The  chairman  addressed  the  meeting 
briefly,  and  called  on  the  secretary,  Mr.  C.  Evans,  for 
his  report  and  balance-sheet,  whioh  showed  they 
had  had  twelve  competitions,  and  had  a  balance 
in  hand  towards  another  season.  Mr.  R.  Wingfield  said 
he  had  audited  the  accounts,  and  they  were  quite 
correct.  The  officers  for  the  coming  year  were  :  Dr.  Mount- 
ford,  president;  Sir  E,  Leohmere,  captain;  G.  W.  Grioe 
Hutchinson,  M.P.,  Rev.  A.  Beal,  and  L.  Docker,  Esq., 
C.G.,  vice-presidents;  C.  Evans,  hon.  sec;  and  a  good 
working  committee.  The  rules  were  revised,  and  the 
headquarters  of  the  club  was  removed  to  the  Bell  Inn, 
New  Street.  Vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
meeting.  A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Worcester 
and  District  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Saturday 
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TRADE  UAKK  (Begd.)- 


P.  D.  MALLOCH,  Perth,  N.B., 

Uauufacturer  of  every  description  of 
FISHING   TACKIL-E    SUITABLE    for   ALL    PARXS    of   the  WORLD. 


MALLOCH'S 
SUPERIOR  TROUT 
RODS. 

Unswrpassed  for  Superiority  of  Workmanship, 
Balance,  and  Casting  Power. 

10ft.,  in  3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  26/-,  28/-,  34/-. 

lift.,  „  28/-,  30/-,  36/-. 

12ft.,  „  30/-,  32/-,  38/-. 

Witli  cork  grip,  6/-  extra, 
lift,  in  2  pieces,  with  spare  top, 
snake  rings  and  cork  grip    ...  40/-- 

SUPERIOR  CREEHHEART  SALMON  RODS. 

18ft.  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving 
top  rings,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted, 
rubber  button,  &c.     The  very  best  Rod 
that  can  be  produced         ...        ...        ...  67/-- 

16ft.  Rod,  same  as  above,  57/-. 
Very  large  assortment  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  Iioch  and  Miver  Flies,  for  the  Scotch 
l/ochs  and  Rivers,  all  tested  patterns  and 
beautifully  tied. 
These  Flies  have  obtained  Highest  Awards  wherever 
Exhibited. 


MALLOCH'S 
Patent 

CASTING  REEL 

(Improved  Pattern). 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL. 

Improved  Pattern,  in  Gun-metal  or  Alumi- 
nium. The  greatest  boon  to  anglers  yet  invented 
for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds 
of  coarse  fishing  ;  unsurpassed  for  long  distance 
casting  ;  simple,  and  easy  to  learn.  Rods  and 
lines  specially  suited  for  these  reels 
MALLOCH'S 

PATENT  ADJUSTABLE  BRAKE  REEL. 

In  Gun-metal  or  Aluminium.  The  brake  is 
easily  operated  by  the  hand,  whereby  the  check 
can  be  regulated  at  will  by  simply  turning  the 
milled  disc  on  spindle.  This  should  prove  a 
great  advantage  to  anglers,  as  the  check  can  be 
regulated  without  having  to  take  the  reel  to 
pieces,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  reel. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASES. 

For  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  eyed  flies 
of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact,  each  fly 
secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Malloch's  Gold  Medal  Salmon  and  Trout  Keels. 
In  Gun-metal,  A.luminium,  Ebonite,  anil 
Cocus  Wood.    Made  in  18  different  sizes. 
ILLUSTRATED    PRICE    LIST  FREE. 
Tele^raniB:  "MAIiLiOCM,  PBHTH." 


EATON  &  DELLER 

Oroolted  Ijaixe,  Xjioxxdoxi.  Bridge,  E  C,  &  X,  Bury  St.,  St.  Jaxxies', 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

^S/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ^O/- 

S  DEIWID      rODFt     IX.,LiXTSTn-A.m!I>     CJ  A.  T -A.  Iji  O  G- XT      ,     JXTST     r»XTJBX^I  SHED. 


"ANGLERS  NOTE!" 

To  insure  the  fresh  and  immediate  delivery 
of  fish  sent  by  Rail  or  Parcels  Post  use 
ROWLAND  &  HARRISON'S  Address 
Label,  ready  gummed,  in 
books  of  15,  price  6d. 


A  BEAUTIFULLY  COLOURED  REPRESENTATION, 


The  IDEAL  MAY  FLY 


^^^■)  The  most  life-like  yet  produced 


A.    LTVIiG-IG    AJNiy    V^uiicr)    A.SSORTJVLKNX  O 


^^^^  4/6  per  dozen. 

OTHER    PtVTTJERNS    .A-LSO    I]Sr  STOCK. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS  AND  FLIES 

A    Sr»£L  CI  A  LIT  Y. 


r'p~  MULTUffl-IN-PARVO  TROUT  RODS,  XliS 

the  May  Fly  season  at  iBl,  together  with  one  dozen  a^aorted  flies,  eyed  or  to  gut 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 


PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM ;  and  at 
19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.O 
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evening  last,  at  the  Plough  Inn,  Silver-street,  and  was  very 
largely  attended,  nearly  every  delegate  being  present. 
The  president,  Mr.  L.  Higgs,  occupied  the  chair.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  consider  the  case  of  some  members 
who  had  broken  rule  3  by  taking  coarse  fish  during  the 
close  season.  Mr.  W.  Bridges  objected  to  the  meeting  as 
it  was  a  special  meeting,  and  the  requisite  fourteen  days' 
clear  notice  had  not  been  given.  He  also  objected  to  the 
formation  of  rule  3,  and  the  power  to  deal  with  the 
matter  under  the  existing  rules. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  was  bright  and  beautiful  at  the  time  of  penning 
these  notes  a  week  ago,  for  the  north-eaat  wind  seemed  to 
have  spent  its  rage,  and  southern  breezes  were  in  the 
ascendant ;  but  the  cold  quickly  reasserted  itself,  and 
chilling  rains  having  fallen  in  plenitude.  Whereas  rivers 
were  running  low,  they  are  now  mostly  bankful  and  dis- 
coloured, and  trout  anglers  must  wait  yet  a  little  while 
ere  they  have  complete  enjoyment  of  sport.  Though 
at  the  moment  of  writing  the  outlook  is  more  settled 
than  of  late,  it  is  unsafe  to  prophesy  even  for  a 
day.  Warmer  weather  is  wanted  by  anglers  as  well  as 
by  agriculturists,  insect  life  on  the  streime  being  back- 
ward. Trout  are  plentiful  on  the  best  rivers,  but  have 
not,  30  far,  given  experienced  anglers  anything  like  a  fair 
chance,  lurking  in  the  deep  waters  and  refusing  to  rise  to 
the  most  tempting  lures.  Should  warmer  weather  set  in 
fishing  with  such  casts  as  the  Orarge  Partridge,  Poult 
Bloa,  Knotted  Midge,  and  Light  Wat«het  may  be  expected 
to  yield  satisfactory  results.  On  the  night  of  the  13th 
inst.  a  large  number  of  York  fishers  assembled  at 
the  Bay  Horse,  Mary  Grate,  to  do  honour  to 
Capt.  Key,  J. P.,  a  veteran  patron  of  the  gentle 
art.  They  held  a  "smoker,"  and  presented  him  with 
an  illuminated  address  in  recognition  of  the  kind  services 
he  has  rendered  to  anglers  generally.  They  are  proud  of 
having  at  their  head  so  enthusiastic  and  so  true  a  disciple 
of  Izaak  Walton.  At  a  meeting  of  the  York  North- 
Eastern  A. A.  a  letter  was  read  from  Col.  Meysey- 
Thompson  offering  a  handsome  present  to  the  association 
for  competition  at  the  next  match.  It  was  decided  to  fish 
the  first  match  at  Elyington,  by  permission  of  Mr  Oarr, 
on  June  17.  At  Leeds,  recently.  Mr.  Jas.  Brovpn, 
president  of  the  Leeds  Fish,  Game,  and  Poultry 
Association,  and  proprietor  of  the  Albion  Hotel 
in  that  city  ;  Mr.  Charles  Brown  and  Mr.  Albert 
Brown,  trading  as  Messrs.  Brown  and  Son,  fish 
and  game  dealers,  were  summoned  under  the  Fresh-water 
Fisheries  Act,  at  the  instance  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board,  for,  as  was  alleged,  having  exhibited  for  sale 
grayling  after  the  beginning  of  the  close  season,  on  March 
16,  17,  18,  and  20.  The  summonses  against  Jas.  and 
Chas.  Brown  were  withdrawn,  it  being  pointed  out  that 
they  were  in  favour  of  protecting  the  fish,  they  being 
partners  in  the  firm  of  Brown  and  Son,  whilst  the  other 
defendant  was  a  paid  servant.  The  Bench  considered  that 
the  case  against  Albert  Brown  was  a  most  flagrant  one, 
because  he  continued  to  expose  the  fish  for  sale  after  he 
had  been  warned.  He  was  fined  40s.  on  the  first  summons, 
or  seven  days'  in  default ;  and  was  mulcted  in  the  costs, 
or  three  days'  imprisonment  on  each  of  the  other  three 
summonses. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
T.  H. — "  Bambridge,  Eton,"  is  a  sufiBcient  address. 
J.  J.  Fey. — The  Piscatorial  Society's  water  does  not 
belong  to  the  Anglers'  Association. 


We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

ZEBRA  TEOUT. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  Finking  Oazefte  of  April  22  I  notice 
that  G.  H.  Ward  submits  a  query  re  great  zebra  trout. 
Two  years  ago  we  placed  in  the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae 
fifty  zebra  trout,  two  years  old,  which  the  Howietoun 
Fishery  Co.  described  as  a  cross  between  trout  and 
fonlinalif:.  These  we  placed  in  the  above  water.  Our 
oxperience  of  them  was  unsatisfactory,  as  they  did  not 
rise  well  nor  fight  much  when  hooked.  With  these  fifty 
we  had  fifty  two-year-olds  of  a  crossbreed — S.  .saZar  and 
S,  levenenxii.  'These  have  turned  out  remarkably  well, 
rising  boldly  and  struggling  to  the  last.  They  grew  fast, 
and  have  given  the  bpst  sport  of  the  many  trout  we  have 
stocked  this  water  with.  We  shall  have  no  more  zebras. 
— Yours  truly,  Rd.  Wooi,fall 

(Sec.  Liverpool  Angling  Society). 

THE  TRENT  AS  A  TROUT  RIVER. 
Sib,— The  executive  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington 
Angling  Society  have  had  under  consideration  the 
practicability  and  advisability  of  stocking  some  portion  of 
their  extensive  stretches  of  the  river  Trent  with  two-year- 
old  troBt,  and  I  would  like  to  lay  before  my  executive  the 
opinions  of  your  expert  readers  and  trout  breeders  on  this 
matter. 

The  upper  part  of  our  Shardlow  stretch  of  water  is,  as 
far  a<i  physical  features  aud  conditions  are  concerned,  a 
natural  trout  home.  Long  Btretcbes  of  bright,  clean 
^avel  and  sand  beds,  shallows,  rapids,  deep  pools, 
innumerable  weed  bedi,  well  wooded  banks  (Willow  Fly), 
•tonework,  and  fairly  pure  water  are  a  few  of  the  com- 
mendable points.  The  preliminary  points  to  settle  appear 
jto  be  the  following:  (1)  The  purity  of  the  water.  (2) 
The  pike  and  chub.  (?,)  The  straying  of  the  fish.  (4) 
Ways  and  means. 

(1)  With  respect  to  the  polluted  atate  of  the  river  in 


this  particular  locality,  I  got  our  keeper,  Mr.  Bailey,  to 
procure  for  me  two  samples  of  water — one  on  April  4,  out 
of  rapid  water,  on  its  clearing  after  a  rise ;  and  sample 
two  on  April  7,  out  of  a  sluggish  pool  at  the  bottom  of 
a  long  stretch  of  gravels.  I  took  them  into  the  laboratory, 
and  asked  my  scientist  to  put  them  through  the  usual 
analytical  tests,  and  this  is  his  report : 

Sample  I.,  collected  April 4, 1899  :  "  I  find  this  water  con- 
tains suspended  matters  amounting  to  3"4  parts  in  100,000, 
which  consists  of  nndecompoaed  vegetable  matters,  fine 
sand,  and  albuminoid  growths ;  the  latter  is  the  most 
dangerous  constituent,  yet  it  is  present  in  such  minute 
quantity,  not  more  than  1  part  in  200,000,  as  not  to  be 
injurious,  unless  the  quantity  be  largely  increased.  The 
dissolved  solids  amount  to  50  parts  in  100,000,  or  35  grains 


per  gallon,  and  consist  of : 

Grains  per 

Parts  in 

gallon. 

100,000. 

  4-27  ... 

6  10 

  10-37  .... 

1481 

Magnesium  carbonate  . . . 

  4-92  .... 

703 

  9-70  .... 

13-85 

  1-02  .... 

1-46 

1-19 

. .  Trace 

  3-35  ... 

4-80 

35  3 

49-88 

The  removable  hardness  amounts  to  6*5  grains  per 
gallon." 

Sample  II.,  collected  April  7,  1899  :  "  I  find  this  second 
sample  to  differ  but  slightly  from  No.  I.  The  suspended 
matters  are  alike  in  amount  and  nature.  The  dissolved 
solids  are  slightly  more,  amounting  to  52  parts  in  100,000, 
equal  to  36 '5  grains  per  gallon,  and  consisting  of 


Grains  per 

Parts  in 

gallon, 

100,000. 

.  ...      4-31  .... 

6- 14 

  10-55  .... 

15  07 

...     6-08  .... 

8-70 

Sodium  chloride   

  1010  .... 

14-42 

074  .... 

1-05 

  0-50  .... 

071 

Nitrates   

  0-85  .... 

1-21 

Ammonia   

  Trace  .... 

Trace 

Organic  matter  

  3-41  .... 

4-87 

36-54 

..  52-17 

"The  samples  of  water  contain  much  less  dissolved  solids 
than  water  taken  near  the  Trent  Bridge,  whilst  the 
amount  of  organic  matter  is  about  the  same.  From  the 
amount  of  sodium  chloride  in  solution,  and  high  per- 
centage of  nitrates,  together  with  the  absence  of  nitrites, 
and  small  quantity  of  ammonia,  I  am  led  to  infer  that 
these  waters  have  contained  a  much  greater  amount  of 
organic  matter,  which  has  undergone  oxidization  by 
passing  over  long  stretches  of  gravel  where  the  water  has 
no  great  depth.  The  amount  of  iron  and  silica  present 
tends  to  confirm  this  view,  I  should  consider  that  the 
lower  reaches  of  such  gravel  would  be  highly  suitable  for 
the  breeding  of  trout. 

' '  The  physical  properties  of  the  water  are  all  that  could 
be  desired  ;  it  is  transparent,  free  from  clay,  and  its 
sediment  rapidly  subsides,  and  I  find  nothing  in  the  con- 
tained gases  or  dissolved  solids  that  would  be  detrimental 
to  trout  life. 


"I  append  results  of  analysis  from  other  sources  for 
comparison : 
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From  this  report  of  the  state  of  the  water  in  the  district 
in  question,  your  readers  will  be  able  to  form  some  opinion 
as  to  its  merits  of  purity." 

(2)  Then,  as  regards  the  natural  enemies  of  trout,  viz., 
pike  and  chub,  there  are  any  amount  of  such  fish  in  the 
water ;  but  would  not  two-year-old  trout  be  fairly  well 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves  ?  Dace  are  a  dainty  pike 
dish,  and  yet  dace  seem  to  thrive  and  increase.  And  if 
the  members  thought  it  advisable,  the  pike  family  could 
be  "  picked  off  "  by  special  attention  from  time  to  time. 
In  fact,  if  trout  be  introduced  successfully  into  this 
beautiful  Shardlow  water,  by  and  bye,  nothing  will  disgust 
one  of  our  members  more  than  to  hooka  "  loggerhead  "  of 
a  pike  when  spinning  for  a  trout,  and  wish  the  family  not 
at  home. 

(3)  Will  some  of  your  gentle  readers  kindly  advise  usas  to 
the  kind  of  trout  that  would  be  suitable  for  the  experiment 
in  contemplation  ?  They  must  be  of  the  "  homing  "  kind, 
more  disposed  to  work  up  the  liver  than  down,  and  also  of 
rapid  growth,  and  attain  in  years  goodly  proportions. 

(4)  Any  other  information  which  suggests  itself  as  being 
useful  to  my  society,  I  shall  be  thankful  to  receive,  and  if 
this  letter  meet  the  eye  of  any  fishery  proprietor  or  pro- 
prietors, tenders  for  the  supply  of  a  couple  of  thousand 
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would  break  the  ioe  in  that  direction  ;  and,  better  still, 
small  donations  of  live  fish  would  be  thankfully  received 
and  acknowledged  by — Yours  sincerely, 
W.  Gabkell, 
President  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  A. 8. 
Forest-road,  West  Nottingham. 

P.S. — Our  good  sportsman,  T.  Wood,  Keq.,  lessee  of  the 
renowned  King's  Mill  Fishery,  has  promised  to  act  in 
unison  with  the  Wellington,  and  put  a  good  head  of  two- 
year-olds  in  bis  adjoining  reach. 

(If  he  can  get  them,  we  strongly  advise  Mr.  f/aekell  to 
stock  with  fish  bred  from  native  English  trout  (So.lrno 
fario),  the  fish  which  made  the  reputation  of  the  trout  as 
a  game  fish,  and  undoubtedly  the  naturally  most  suitable 
fish  for  Euglish  trout  streams.  Given  plenty  of  food  and 
water,  our  common  trout  will  grow  to  101b.  or  151b.  ;  ite 
descendants  in  New  Zealand  grow  to  201b.  and  even 
.301b.— Ed.] 

THE  DARENTH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  May  Fly 
prospects  on  our  little  Kentish  trout  btream,  I  will  tell 
you  the  plain,  unvarnished  truth.  Thanks  to  mill  pollu- 
tions and  pike,  the  Darenth  fishing  has  gone  to  the  dogs. 
Nothing  short  of  concerted  and  sustained  energy  on  the 
part  of  riparian  owners  and  tenants  of  fishing  rights  will 
restore  this  stream  to  its  former  place  as  the  most  prolific 
trout  river  in  the  South  of  Pjngland.  When  I  tell  yon 
that  I  have  myself  killed  a  hundred  pike  this  spring  on 
little  more  than  a  mile  of  the  Darenth,  you  can  well  under- 
stand what  chance  the  trout  have  against  such  odds.  But 
we  have  done  our  best  so  far  as  our  Eynsford  length  of 
water  is  concerned,  and  have  put  1000  two-year-olds  in 
after  getting  the  pike  out,  some  of  the  brutes  up  to  12lb. 
And  we  mean  to  keep  pegging  away  until  we  make  this 
the  finest  piece  of  trout  fishing  in  the  South  of  England. 
But  it  is  very  uphLQ  work,  so  long  as  other  people  above 
and  below  us  fail  to  do  anything  to  rid  the  stream  of  the 
vermin  which  infest  it.  Eighty  pike  were  killed  from  the 
lake  in  front  of  LuUingstone  Castle — in  addition  to  the  ll>0 
I  killed — a  few  weeks  ago ;  and  it  is  useless  to  cry 
"  Peace  !  peace  !  "  when  there  is  no  peace,  and  to  talk  of 
good  trouting  prospects  in  the  face  of  such  ugly  facts. 
The  Darenth  has  been  shamefully  neglected  of  late  years  ; 
and  as  "  soft  words  butter  no  parsnips,"  it  is  better  to  tell 
the  truth,  in  the  hope  that  those  responsible  will  rise  to  a 
sense  of  their  responsibilities  for  this  deplorable  condition 
of  things.  The  whole  of  the  Darenth,  with  the  exception 
of  one  short  length,  is  now  in  private  hands,  extravagant 
rents  being  paid  for  the  shortest  lengths  of  fishing.  But 
still  the  paper  mills  continue,  at  intervals,  to  poison  the 
fish  wholesale,  and  no  serious  efforts  are  made  to  rid  the 
stream  of  the  pike  which  infest  it.  No  one  loves  the 
Darenth  more  sincerely  than  yours  truly,  and  no  one 
deplores  the  existing  condition  of  things  more  than  I 
do ;  but  something  more  than  individual  effort  is  neces- 
sary if  our  queen  of  Kentish  trout  streams  is  to  be  restored 
to  its  former  fame.  Personally,  I  am  doing  my  best  to 
retrieve  its  reputation  ;  and,  so  far  as  the  Eynsford  section 
is  concerned,  no  efforts  are  being  spared,  but  the  same 
cannot  be  said  of  those  who  own  adjoining  sections  of  the 
stream. — Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent.  ___ 

THE  THAMES  AS  A  SALMON  RIVER. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  explain  to  Mr.  Thudichum,  who 
apprehends  that  my  "  desires  hive  outweighed  my  judicial 
instincts  "  in  this  matter,  that  my  connection  with  and 
interest  in  the  Thames  is  as  purely  Platonic  as  any 
sentiment  which  partakes  so  largely  of  admiration  can  be". 
I  possess  no  property  in  England,  save  a  house  in  London, 
which  I  scarcely  think  will  entitle  me  to  share,  either  as 
an  angler  or  otherwise,  in  any  benefits  which  may  accom- 
pany the  possible  return  of  salmon  to  the  Thames.  I  was 
invited  to  join  the  Thames  Salmon  Association  because  it 
was  understood  that  I  had  given  some  attention,  extending 
over  a  larger  number  of  years  than  I  care  to  contemplate, 
to  the  habits  and  requirements  of  salmon  in  rivers  of  very 
different  character.  Perhaps  if  Mr.  Thudichum  were 
aware  of  the  nature  of  any  small  influence  I  have  exerted 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  committee,  he  would  acquit  me 
of  having  been  too  sanguine,  and  of  having  erred  on  the 
side  of  precipitate  counsel.  The  utmost  that  I  have  said 
is  that  the  time  seems  to  be  at  hand  when  it  would  be  not 
imprudent  to  undertake  the  experiment. 

I  do  not  for  one  moment  question  the  accuracy  of  Mr. 
Thudichum's  statistics  down  to  1897 — I  am  wholly  dis- 
qualified from  doing  so — and  I  recognise  fuUy  the 
formidable  obstacle  of  the  zone  of  maximum  impurity. 
But  I  do  not  understand  that  Mr.  Thudichum  maintains 
that  this  zone  persists  throughout  the  year.  It  seems  to 
depend  chiefly  on  the  flow  of  land  water,  which  sinks  to  a 
minimum  in  August  and  September.  At  such  times  I 
freely  admit  that  the  river  is  birred,  under  present 
conditions,  to  the  ingress  of  sea  fish.  But  in  how  many 
British  salmon  rivers  is  there  an  "open  door"  at  all 
times  ?  Certainly  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  them 
salmon  can  only  pass  beyond  tidal  influence  in  times  of 
flood ;  and  it  is  precisely  in  those  rivers  which  depend 
most  upon  wet  weather,  as,  for  example,  the  little  streams 
uf  the  Lewes,  that  there  is  still  to  be  found  a  heavy  stock 
of  salmon  and  sea  trout.  In  such  estuaries  the  fish  just 
have  to  wait  for  a  suitable  time  to  make  the  ascent. 

lu  the  Tyne,  which  is  a  river  of  grander  proportions  than 
the  little  streams  of  the  West  Highlands  and  islands,  and 
which  present  a  zone  of  impurity  of  far  greater  intensity 
than  the  Thames,  although  not  of  eqoal  extent,  salmon 
are  often  detained  by  drought  for  weeks  seeking  entrance. 
I  have  killed  them  in  the  autumn  with  their  jackets  quite 
red,  yet  with  the  sea  lice  still  upon  them,  ten  miles  above 
Hexham,  showing  that  they  bad  been  kept  in  the  sea 
long  after  they  desired  the  fresh  water.  There  is  another 
feature  in  the  Tyne  which  bears  on  the  subject  of 
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pollntion.  It  may  have  been  modified  of  late  years,  but 
when  I  used  to  fish  that  river  it  existed  in  full  force. 
The  main  stream  is  formed  by  the  junction  at  Hexham 
of  the  North  and  South  Tyne,  both  appearing  equally 
attractive  angling  waters.  But  the  South  Tyne  twenty 
years  ago,  whatever  it  may  be  now,  was  devoid  of  fish 
altogether,  being  thoroughly  poisoned  by  waste  from  lead 
mines.  The  South  Tyne  bears  a  far  larger  proportion  to 
the  main  river  than  the  outfalls  at  Barking  and  Crossness 
do  to  the  estuary  of  the  Thames  at  these  points ;  but  it 
does  not  interfere  with  salmon  entering  the  North  Tyne  in 
large  numbers.  In  1872  I  killed,  with  fly,  in  that  river 
forty-six  salmon  in  five  consecutive  days. 

i  incline  to  the  opinion  that  at  the  present  time  the 
Thames  is  accessible  for  salmon,  except  at  such  times 
when  the  land  flow  is  so  weak  as  to  ba  overpowered  by  the 
tides,  and  the  column  of  impure  and  de-oxygenised  water 
forms  a  block  in  the  channel. 

Greatly  as  I  respect  Mr.  Thudichum  as  an  expert  in 
analysis,  I  venture  to  differ  from  the  conclusions  he  draws 
from  the  presence  of  the  smelt.  "  The  smelt,"  he  says, 
"  is  distinctly  a  foul  feeder,  and,  according  to  John 
Bickerdyke,  should,  as  a  rule,  be  looked  for  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  a  sewage  outfall."  Now,  I 
submit  that  the  smelt  is  a  foul  feeder  just  as  much  as,  and 
no  more,  than  the  common  river  trout.  In  Scotland  the 
smelt,  or  sparling  as  we  call  it,  abounds  in  many  estuaries 
where  there  is  no  pollution  or  sewage  at  all.  Trout  also 
are  usually  associated  with  pure  waters,  but  in  unre- 
generate  days,  when  sewers  were  allowed  to  pour  their 
treasures  into  the  Thames,  the  mouth  of  one  of  these  was 
a  sure  place  to  look  for  a  big  trput.  Does  Mr.  Thudichum 
know  the  outfall  at  Romsey,  on  the  Test  ?  In  the  pool 
immediately  below  this  very  large  trout,  nourished  by 
their  unhallowed  diet,  are  taken  each  year  by  minnow  or 
prawn.  I  have  seen  one  of  these  which  weighed  lljlb., 
and  I  have  one  in  a  case  before  me  as  I  write  which 
weighed  81b.  Is  the  common  trout  therefore  to  be 
designated  as  "  distinctly  a  foul  feeder  P  "  Rather,  like 
the  smelt,  he  is  a  general  feeder,  but  neither  species  is 
fastidiouB,  and  both  will  repair  to  those  places  where 
food  is  most  plpntifnl. 

The  fact  is,  that  both  smelts  and  smolts  are  organised  so 
as  to  pass  through,  or  even  to  sojourn  in,  water  which 
appears  to  us  impure  because  it  is  turbid,  as  water  must 
always  be  in  a  muddy  or  sandy  estuary.  Mr.  Thudichum 
must  not  suppose  that  I  underrate  the  importance  of  a 
due  proportion  of  oxygen  in  the  water.  All  that  I 
maintoin  is  that  there  is  not  a  shred  of  evidence  to  prove 
that  smelts  can  endure  Jnore  imperfectly  aerated  water 
than  salmon  smolts.    Herbert  Maxwell. 

COOPER'S  FANCY. 

Dear  Sir, — A  letter  from  Mr.  Henry  Cooper  in  last 
Saturday's  Fishing  Gazette  concludes  with  so  personal  a 
reference  that  it  calls  for  a  line  from  me  by  way  of 
clearing  myself  of  an  implied  deficiency  of  courtesy. 

The  implication  is  somewhat  singular,  but  in  order  to 
dispell  it  I  may  put  forward  three  pleas  :  1.  That  when 
reference  has  been  made  to  the  good  little  fly  (Cooper's 
Fancy)  in  the  presence  of  various  angling  friends,  I  have 
frequently  explained  that  it  owes  its  origin  to  Mr.  Hy. 
Cooper,  of  Matlock  Bath.  2.  That  as  I  have  not  hitherto 
had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  communication  with  Mr. 
Cooper,  there  has  been  no  opportunity  of  displaying  my 
"courtesy"  and  also  my  appreciation  of  the  fly  aid  its 
inventor  in  the  direct  manner  Mr.  Cooper's  letter  leads 
me  to  suppose  is  his  desire.  And,  last,  but  not  least, 
that  in  a  previous  letter  to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  you  will 
remember  I  referred  to  the  fly  as  bearing  the  "  name  of 
its  inventor,  a  Derbyshire  angler,  who  is  not  unknown  in 
the  annals  of  angling,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Trusting  the  above  will  smooth  the  ripple  in  Mr. 
Cooper's  mind,  and  subscribing  to  the  principle  that 
Honos  alit  artes. — I  remain,  faithfully  yours, 

Hanley,  Staff.    F.  W.  Dale. 

COOPER'S  FANCY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  dozen  of  my  particular 
fancy  to  try.  It  is  not  a  beauty,  but  the  fish  come  to  it. 
There  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  interest  taken  in  it. — Yours 
faithfully,  H.  Cooper. 

Parade  House,  Matlock  Bath. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Cooper,  and  will  introduce 
liis  fancy  to  some  very  particular  south  country  trout 
t  resently.  Mr.  Cooper  is  secretary  of  the  Matlock 
Angling  Association,  which  has  many  miles  of  water,  and 
])ts  day  tickets  to  visitors  for  fly  fishing. — Ed.] 

LA.RGB  BREA.M. 
Sir, — With  respect  to  the  weight  of  the  largest  bream 
f)n  record,  J.  H.  Keene,  in  his"  Practical  Fisherman," 
says  (page  9C)  :  "  Blakey  asserts  that  it  has  been  known  to 
attain  the  enormous  weight  of  201b.  in  the  north  of  Europe ; 
and  Bailey,  in  his  "  Angler's  Instructor,"  mentions  one  of 
171b.,  taken  from  the  Trent.  It  may  attain  the  enormous 
weight  of  201b.  in  the  north  of  Europe,  but  in  referring  to 
Bailey's  book  it  says  :  "I  have  known  a  keeper  on  the 
Trent  to  catch  no  less  than  18cwt.  (20161b.)  at  one  draw 
of  the  net ;  two  of  the  lot  weighed  ICIb."  I  opine  Keene 
must  have  written  by  guess  work.  In  Couch's  History  of 
British  Fishes,  vol.  iv.,  p._ 38,  it  says  :  "  Rondeletius  pro- 
fesses to  have  seen  a  specimen  which  measured  two  cubits 
in  length,  12in.  in  depth,  and  weight  (how  much  do  you 
think  ?)  141b.  The  cubit  is  equal  to  18in.  English 
measure  ;  so,  this  bream  that  was  one  yard  in  length  and 
1  ft.  in  depth  weighed  141b.  So  much  for  Rondeletius." — 
I  am,  &c.,  ____  Mark. 

FISHING  IN  CO.  LBITRIM,  IRELAND. 
Dkak  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Young  Angler,"  in  last  issue, 
might  I  suggest  that  the  combination  he  requires — pro- 
fessional fisherman  and  boat  proprietor,  lives  within  one 


mile  of  Kinlough.  With  regard  to  reliability,  if  required 
I  can  send  him  the  addresses  of  sterling  English  gentle- 
men who  will  satisfy  him  with  a  recommendation  of  me. 
If  he  communicates  with  me  I  shall  send  him  all  informa- 
tion required. — Yours  truly,  P.  Gallagher. 
Rossfriar,  Kinlough,  co.  Leitrim. 


FISHING  IN  CO.  LEITRIM,  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  "  Young 
Angler,"  in  your  issue  of  13th  inst.,  permit  us  to  recom- 
mend Garrison  as  the  most  suitable  place  "  Young 
Angler"  and  his  friends  could  stop  at  while  fishing 
Lough  Melvin,  for  the  following  reasons :  First,  the 
village  of  Garrison  is  within  a  gunshot  or  so  of  the  lake 
shore.  Second,  Mr.  A.  Scott,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Angler's  Hotel  there,  supplies  good  boats  and  experienced 
men  at  a  very  moderate  charge,  and  for  comfort  and 
attendance  "  Young  Angler  "  will  find  Mr.  Scott's  hotel 
at  Garrison  everything  he  can  desire.  Third,  the  Garrison 
end  of  Lough  Melvin  is  much  the  best  fishing  part  of  the 
lake,  either  for  salmon,  grilse,  or  gillaroo  trout  and 
brown  trout.  Any  further  information  required  we  shall 
be  pleased  to  supply.  The  following  is  the  hotel  pro- 
prietor's address  at  Garrison :  Mr.  A.  Scott,  The  Hotel, 
Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagh,  Ireland. — Yours,  &o., 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons, 
Fishing  Tackle  Makers,  Ballyshannon. 

RAINBOW  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — The  interesting  article  by  "  A.  H.,"  in 
your  last  issue,  entitled  "  In  the  Tasmanian  Bush," 
should  be  particularly  noticed  by  anyone  interested  in 
rainbow  trout.  He  says  on  p.  325  :  ' '  Now,  the  rainbow 
trout  in  Tasmania  are  very  exclusive,  and  evidently  do  not 
care  to  associate  with  their  less  gaudy  coloured  kinsmen, 
the  brown  trout,  for  after  being  turned  out  of  the  New 
Norfolk  Fisheries,  where  they  were  hatched  and  brought 
np,  they  made  off  up  the  Derwent,  till  they  reached  the 
Russells  Falls  river,  which  stream  they  invaded  and  took 
possession  of,  io  the  exclusion  of  all  other  fish."  The 
italics  are  mine. — Faithfully  yours, 

Charles  H.  Wheelet. 


EATON  AND  DELLER'S  SPECIAL  DRY-PLY  BOX. 

Dear  Sir, — In  a  recent  issue  of  the  F.  G.  attention 
was  called  to  a  special  eyed  box,  sold  by  Messrs.  Eaton  and 
Deller.  This  same  arrangement  we  have  sold  and  shown , 
in  several  exhibitions  during  the  last  twelve  years,  and,  as 
far  as  we  know  we  are  the  originators.    You  kindly 


noticed  this  dry-fly  box  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  22, 
1897.    The    block  we  are    sending  you  is  from  our 
catalogue.— Yours  faithfully,  F.  T.  Williams  and  Co. 
Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

[Now  that  Messrs.  Williams  remind  us,  their  box  is 
certainly  much  like  that  of  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller. — 

Ed.]   

TESTIMONIAL  TO  BEN  ABRAHAMS. 

Dear  Sir, — After  many  years  ardent  work  in  con- 
nection with  various  Anglers'  Benevolent  competitions, 
and  secretary  and  founder  of  the  Allason  United  Brothers' 
Angling  Society,  it  was  our  duty  of  the  latter  society  to 
start  a  fund,  open  to  the  London  and  suburban  anglers,  to 
subscribe  their  mites  to  the  lists  which  will  in  due  course 
be  sent  to  all  societies,  and  with  the  sum  so  collected  we 
shall  purchase  Ben  a  gold  chain,  to  wear  with  the  gold 
watch  presented  to  him  in  the  year  1896.  I'm  sure  all 
anglers  know  how  Ben  works  for  any  cause,  and  when  I 
state  that  Ben,  through  his  energy  as  honorary  secretary 
to  the  various  angling  benevolent  competitions,  has  paid 
into  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  the  sum  of 
£107  Is.  5Jd.,  that  alone  speaks  if  he  is  a  worker.  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  receive  any  mite  towards  the  fund,  for 
which,  up  to  May  16,  I  have  received  the  following 
amounts:  Per  members  of  the  Allason  United  Brothers' 
A.S.,  £2  03.  6d.  ;  J.  W.  Blakey,  of  the  Angler,  5s.; 
A.  R.  Matthews.  2s. ;  J.  Hardie,  Is. ;  A.  Etheridge,  Is. ; 
per  G.  Bence,  2i.  Total,  £2  lis.  6d.  The  trustees 
are  J.  W.  Harris  (Western  District  visiting  officer)  and 
G.  Bence  (secrptary  Jubilee  Angling  Society),  and  the 
secretaryship  will  be  undertaken  by — Yours  faithfully, 
E.  Jackson 

(Chairman  of  the  Allason  United  Brothers'  A. 8.). 
2,  Bulmer-plaoe,  Notting-hill  Gate. 
Where  all  communications  should  be  addressed. 


HINTS  ON  DAM  BUILDING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  yon  or  any  of  your  readers  instruct 
me  how  to  build  a  practicable  dam  ?    The  stream  is  about 
18ft.  wide,  banks  4ft.  high  from  bed  of  stream.    All  hints 
will  be  gratefully  received  by — Yours,  &c.,   A  Novice. 

FISHING  QUARTERS  IN  DONEGAL  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  feel  greatly  indebted  to  yon  or  any 
of  your  correspondents  if  they  will  kindly  tell  me  of  any 
good,  clean  lodgings,  or  house,  with  attendance,  in  the  best 
fishing  centre  of  Donegal.  They  would  be  required  for  a 
party  of  six  from  July,  for  two  or  three  months. — Yours 
truly.  Constant  Rkader. 


TROUT  FOR  THE  SUFFOLK  8T0UB 
Dear  Sir, — The  river  Stour  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
although  affording  excellent  sport  among  coarse  fish,  has 
never  been  regarded  as  one  likely  to  produce  trout.  An 
experiment  will  therefore  be  watched  with  keen  interest 
by  those  anglers  and  others  living  in  the  districts  as  to 
whether  trout  will  thrive. 

On  Monday  last  2000  yearling  trout  were  placed  in  the 
Stour,  near  Sudbury,  by  a  gentleman,  to  whom  the 
thanks  of  the  local  anglers  are  due  for  thus  trying  to 
increase  the  sport  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Time  will  show  if  and  what  success  this  action  meets 
with,  and  no  doubt  reports  later  on  will  duly  reach  you. — 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Leonard  B.  Wriohtbon. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

[The  upper  waters  of  some  of  the  east  Anglian  rivers 
are  admirably  suited  for  trout,  and  we  hope  the  experi- 
ment will  succeed. — Ed.] 

THE  MAY  FLY  PROSPECTS  ON  THE  LUGG, 
HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  query  re  prospects  of 
coming  May  Fly  season.  As  far  as  can  judge  at  present 
rivers  will  be  in  good  condition,  with  a  rather  full  flow  of 
water.  The  floods  of  last  winter,  which  were  heavy  and 
continued,  have  altered  the  bed  of  the  rivers  very 
considerably,  in  some  places  deepening  and  others  silted 
up,  from  which  am  of  opinion  the  larvae  of  the  May  Ply 
has  suffered  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  expect  to  see 
the  ris"?  of  fly  patchy,  yet  sufficient  to  induce  the  trout  to 
|ook  after  them,  in  which  case  sport  should  bs  quite  equal, 
if  not  bftter  than  usual.  Will  advise  advent  of  the  May 
Fly.— Yours  truly,    R.  T.  Williams. 

THE  GREEN  DRAKE  fMAY  PLY)  ON  THE  SUIR 
IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir,— I  first  taw  the  Green  Drake  on  May  13  on 
the  river  Snir ;  to-day  they  were  on  ia  considerable 
numbers,  also  the  yellow  May  Fly,  but  trout  taking 
neither,  being  mad  for  the  Blue  Bloa  or  Iron  Blue  Dun, 
which  swarmed,  and  I  could  meet  only  an  odd  one  here 
and  there,  dry  fishing  np  out  of  a  cot.  The  eel  fry  have 
run  up  four  or  five  times  this  spring,  spoiling  trout  fishing 
very  much,  but  consequently  the  latter  are  in  first-class 
condition.  However,  they  generally  bring  up  a  fresh 
stock  of  trout  from  the  tide,  which  comes  to  within  eight 
miles  of  Clonmel.  I  caught  a  big  female  Stone_  Ply  on 
Saturday,  which  probably  found  its  way  to  the  Suir  from 
some  of  the  numerous  mountain  feeders,  as  the  big  river 
does  not  breed  them, — Yours,  &c.,  Watchet. 


MAY  PLIES  SEEN  ON  THE  ELWT.  _ 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  request,  I  beg  to  inform 
you  that  I  saw  two  May  Flies  on  the  river  Elwy,  N.  Wales, 
on  Saturday,  May  6,  and  I  was  told  some  day  or  two 
previous  that  the  May  Fly  had  been  seen  on  the  river 
Clwyd,  N.W.— Yours  truly,  F.  M.  Leslie. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  IN  THE  ALYN. 
Sir, — Two  members  of  our  association  fished  the  river 
Alyn,  at  Rossett,  on  the  7th  instant,  and  one  of  them  was 
fortunate  enough  to  catch  a  rainbow  trout  weiahing  about 
6oz.,  and  beautifully  coloured.  The  fish  was  full  of  spawn. 
There  appears  to  be  considerable  doubt  here  as  to  how  a 
rainbow  trout  happens  to  be  in  this  river,  and  if  this  is  the 
first  caught.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  having  infor- 
mation as  to  this  will  kindly  supply  same  to — Yours  truly , 
  Georoe  W.  Hann. 

PISHING  AT  EDENBRIDGE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  give  me  any  information  as  to  fishing  at  Eden 
Bridge.  I  think  of  staying  there  for  a  short  time  next 
month,  and  shall  be  glad  of  any  information  about  fishing, 
as  regards  payment  or  otherwise. — I  remain  yours  truly. 

  W.  A.  R. 

FISHING  IN  S.  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell  me 
what  trout  fishing  can  be  obtained  at  Newcastle,  Bmlyn, 
S.  Wales?     I  should  be  very  grateful  for  a  little 
information  about  the  same. — Yours  truly,  T.  H. 


SEA  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  yon  could 
inform  me  through  the  columns  of  your  interesting  paper 
where  I  can  obtain  good  sea  fishing — bass,  pollack,  or  sea 
bream— in  August.  Any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
would  suit,  as  long  as  it  is  comparatively  quiet.  The  less 
known  the  place  is  the  better.  Any  information  with 
regard  to  accommodation,  boats,  &c.,  would  also,  be 
welcome. — Yours  truly,    Sprats. 

SOFT  DRESSING  FOR  SILK  LINES. 
Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  "  Iron  Blue's"  query  of  laat 
week  re  a  dressing  for  silk  lines,  we  beg  to  advise  the  use 
of  a  preparation  called  Ceroleum,  a  prepared  dressing 
which  has  been  used  for  some  years  with  every  satisfaction. 
It  is  very  easily  applied,  the  modus  operandi  being  as 
follows : 

Place  a  small  portion  of  the  dressing  upon  a  piece  of 
flannel,  and  rub  well  into  line,  leave  for  a  short  time  (if 
convenient  in  a  warm  place),  then  remove  any  dressing 
left  on  surface  of  line  with  a  piece  of  soft  cloth. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  forward  "  Iron  Blne"  a  sample 
on  receipt  of  hie  name  and  address. — Yours  truly, 

A.  Carter  and  Co. 
Several  letters  vm,avoidahly  held  over. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MAT  27th,  1899. 
SPRING  RAMBLES. 


By  The  Amateue  Anolee. 
Mt  days  for  fly  fishing  are  few  and  far  between, 
and  when  they  come  round  they  are  generally  the 
worst  days  in  the  month.  Trout  fishing  on 
"  The  Teme  "  begins  in  March,  so  I  thought  that 
by  the  end  of  April  I  might  have  a  chance. 
Having  the  privilege  of  fishing  some  preserved 
water,  I  ran  down  there.  I  fished  the  whole 
length,  about  two  miles.  I  never  saw  a  fly  on 
the  water  or  a  single  rise.  What  can  one  do 
with  floating  flies  in  such  a  case?  I  met  the 
keeper — he  was  fishing — he  said  he  had  fished  that 
stretch  of  water,  man  and  boy,  for  fifty  years, 
and  he  had  never  known  such  a  season  as  this. 
He  had  fished  that  morning  for  two  hours,  and, 
like  me,  had  caught  nothing.  He  was  fishing 
wet  fly,  and  he  knew  how  to  do  it.  I  was 
immensely  consoled,  for  I  had  seriously  begun  to 
consider  whether  it  was  my  fault  or  the  fiuh^s, 
that  I  didn't  catch  them.  The  wind  was  blowing 
cold  from  the  north  ;  keeper  said  east  was  the 
wind  for  him — he  could  always  kill  fish  in  an  east 
wind. 

I  gave  it  up.  I  had  only  another  day,  and  that 
I  d«yot«d  to  long  walks  across  green  fields,  through 


rugged  lanes  with  high  banks  clad  with  primroses. 
I  strolled  through  the  park,  lovely  and  picturesque 
as  could  be  found  even  in  this  picturesque  country 
of  ours  in  this  springtime  of  the  year,  when  all 
nature  is  alive  with  the  singing  of  birds  and  the 
springing  up  of  buds  and  flowers.  The  park  lies 
on  a  hill,  here  and  there  clad  with  clumps  of 
pine  and  firs,  and  dotted  with  small  enclosures 
for  game,  and  bosky  dells  inlaid  with  ferns  just 
throwing  out  their  curly  fronds  above  the  brown 
dead  leaves  of  other  days.  There  were  small 
herds  of  fallow  deer  scattered  in  different  parts, 
and  browsing  in  the  open  glades.  Climbing  over 
the  top  of  the  hill,  under  a  spreading  oak  and 
hard  by  a  clump  of  firs,  I  came  upon  a 
singular  sight.  Many  of  your  readers,  I  am 
sm-e,  have  never  seen  a  dead  donkey — for 
it  is  a  well-known  tradition  that  they  never 
die  within  the  range  of  mortal  ken.  I 
have  never  seen  one,  but  here  in  the  midst 
of  the  forest  I  came  upon  what  seemed  to 
me  to  be  a  still  more  singular  sight,  for  there, 
under  the  oak,  lay  the  dead  body  of  "a  poor 
sequestered  stag  " — (only  it  was  a  doe).  It  must 
have  lain  there  for  some  days,  for  the  green  grass 
was  spi'inging  up  around  the  carcase.  How  came 
she  to  lie  there  P  How  was  it  that  keepers  and 
keepers'  dogs  had  not  long  since  found  her  out  ? 
Was  she  a  victim  "  that  from  the  poacher  s  hand 
had  ta'en  a  hurt,"  and  then,  lost  by  him,  had 
found  a  last  refuge  on  this  distant  hill  ?  Had 
she  died  from  some  poisonous  weed  or  wicked 
reptile  ?  She  was  not  a  poor  starved  thing,  exiled 
intentionally  from  the  herd :  she  was  fat  and  well 
liking.  I  am  sure  it  is  a  case  where  an  apt  quota- 
tion from  "  As  You  Like  It "  may  be  admissible. 
Shakespeare's  deer,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  come 
to  languish  "  under  an  oak,  whose  antique  root 
peeps  out  upon  the  brook  that  brawls  along  this 
wood."  Mine  had  fallen  on  the  hill-top,  far  away 
from  any  brook  ;  but  then  you  may  be  sure  that 
there,  as  the  melancholy  Jaques  bemoaned,  she 

" .    .    .    .   heaved  forth  such  groans 
That  their  discharge  did  stretch  her  leathern  coat 
Almost  to  bursting,  and  the  big  round  tears 
Coursed  one  another  down  her  innceentnose 
In  piteous  chase. 

#  #  #  #  « 

"  .    .    .    .    then  being  there  alone. 
Left  and  abandon'd  of  her  velvet  friends  : 
'  'Tis  right,'  quoth  he  :  '  thus  misery  doth  part 
The  flux  of  company.'    Anon  a  careless  herd, 
Full  of  the  pasture,  jumps  along  by  him  (her), 
And  never  stays  to  greet  her.    '  Ay,'  quoth  Jaques, 
'  Swpep  on,  you  fat  and  greasy  citizens ; 
'Tis  ju8t  the  fashion  :  wherefore  do  jou  look 
Upon  that  poor  and  broken  bankrupt  there  ?  "' 

I  left  the  poor  stricken  deer  as  I  found  her.  Dead 
she  was,  but  how  she  came  by  her  death  is  a 
mystery  I  had  no  time  to  inquire  into. 

I  found  my  way  down  the  pathless  hill,  disturb- 
ing thousands  of  rabbits,  through  a  wood,  and 
across  green  fields  into  the  turnpike  road.  The 
only  thing  I  noted  was  what  seemed  to  me  a 
curious  fact,  that  rooks,  those  singular  biids, 
should  have  established  a  rookery  at  a  corner 
where  four  roads  meet,  in  the  elms  overhanging 
the  turnpike  road.  Why  could  they  not  go  away 
into  the  woods,  far  from  the  haunts  of  men  ?  No, 
here  they  were,  here  they  had  been  for  many 
years,  with  their  nests  just  over  the  heads  of 
every  passer  by  who  chose  to  pot  them  or  their 
young  ones  sitting  outside  the  nests — the  truth  is 
they  are  sociable  birds,  they  love  the  haunts  of 
men,  in  spite  of  the  instinct,  the  knowledge  they 
possess,  that  man  is  their  worst  enemy,  and  will 
shoot  them  whenever  they  come  within  reach  of 
his  gun.  It  is  not  as  if  they  were  ignorant — 
they  know  exactly  whether  it  is  a  gun  or 
walking  stick  you  point  at  them.  A  quarter  of  a 
century  ago  a  number  of  pairs  of  rooks  established 
themselves  in  some  elms  above  a  new  house  then 
being  built  in  the  village  of  Hampstead ;  they 
were,  of  course,  the  cause  of  its  being  called 
Roolcwood,a.nA  there  in  those  trees  they  have  nested 
and  reared  their  young  in  undisturbed  happiness 
till  the  beginning  of  this  year.  Then  it  was  that  a 
large  board  was  put  up  on  the  garden  wall 
announcing  the  fact  that  the  place — their  place — 
was  to  be  sold  or  let. 

At  this  board  they  took  great  offence ;  they 
immediately  gave  their  unfeathered  bipedal 
tenant  down  below  notice  that  they  would  quit 
their  ancestral  trees.  They  began  at  once  to  pull 
down  their  old  nests,  cleared  them  right  away, 
and  now  they  have  disappeared  entirely. 


Last  week  my  bad  luck  as  to  weather  pursued 
me  down  to  Hampshire.  Hither,  to  my  old  haunt 
on  the  Itchen,  I  came,  full  of  hope,  for  some 
Whitsuntide  trout  fishing.  I  have  had  a  had 
beginning.  On  Friday  afternoon  the  wind  and  rain 
were  dead  against  me,  and  there  was  nothing 
doing  to  encourage  a  dry-fly  man  to  hope  for  the 
most  modest  success ;  not  a  rise  could  he  seen, 
and  yet  there  was  apparently  an  abundance  of 
flies,  driven  hither  and  thither  by  the  ceaseless 
wind.  The  swallows  were  outrageously  greedy. 
Over  and  over  again  would  they  pick  up  my  fly 
from  the  water,  and  drop  it  like  a  nasty  thing,  I 
had  armed  myself,  to  begin  with  the  fly  so 
highly  spoken  of  by  Sir  E.  Grey,  and  which  may 
be  called  Sir  E.  Grey's  Black  Spider*  With  it 
I  soon  captured  a  brace  of  grayling,  which  I 
did  not  want.  Thinking  it  was  perhaps  more 
attractive  to  grayling  (which  abound),  I  rashly 
changed  it  for  a  nice  Yellow  Dun.  I  played  at 
floating  fly  in  a  "  chuck-and-chance-it "  sort  of  way 
— for  what  else  can  a  dry-fly  man  do  when  there 
is  nothing  visible  over  which  to  display  his  skill  P 
— but  nothing  came  of  it  till  I  came  down  to  the 
Puh.,  that  is  to  say,  a  fine  ash  tree,  now  beginning 
to  show  its  curling  leaves  (away  behind  the  oak, 
which  is  in  full  leaf).  Below  this  tree,  lying  just 
atop  of  the  water  with  a  bunch  of  weeds  hanging 
on  to  it,  a  wicked  barbed  wire  crosses  the  stream, 
and  there  close  up  to  this  wicked  wire  a  big  trout 
was  rising,  I  might  almost  say  rubbing  bis  nose 
against  it. 

It  was  a  long  cast,  right  in  the  teeth  of  the 
wind;  and  with  the  fear  of  catching  hold  of  that 
accursed  wire,  or  being  entangled  in  the  weeds, 
always  before  me,  I  made  many  a  cast  before  I 
could  put  my  fly  over  him.  He  saw  my  lovely 
Yellow  Dun,  he  came  at  it,  and  he  was  nicely 
hooked.  He  did  not  like  it  at  all.  His  first  move 
was  to  spring  out  of  the  water  half  a  yard  or  so, 
and  then  into  the  weeds  below,  and  there  I  left 
him  with  my  pretty  Dun  sticking  in  his  gills. 
That  was  the  only  Dun  I  had  of  that  exact 
pattern.  "  To-morrow,"  I  said,  "  I  mean  to  have 
that  Dun  again,  and  you,  too,  my  friend."  And 
so  I  went  home,  for  it  rained  and  blew,  and  there 
was  nothing  else  to  do. 

Next  day  being  Saturday,  my  good  landlady — 
for  she  is  good  to  me,  looking  after  me  like  a 
mother,  though  she  is  forty-five  years  younger 
than  I  am — asked  me  what  I  would  like  for 
dinner,  not  only  for  that  day,  but  being  Whitsun^' 
tide  she  had  to  provide  for  Sunday  and  Monday  as 

well.    I  could  only  say  "My  dear  Mrs.  B  , 

you  know  exactly  what  I  like,  better  than  I  know 
myself  ;  I  leave  it  entirely  to  you."  That  is  the 
way  we  always  settle  that  important  question  when 
I  am  here  aJone.  Of  course,  when  the  Professor  is 
here,  things  are  quite  different,  then  he  rules  the 
roast. 

And  so,  in  spite  of  wind  and  despite  of  weather, 
I  and  my  little  Sancho  sallied  forth  again  for 
further  adventures.  It  was  a  day;  if  Friday  was 
bad,  Saturday  was  far,  far  worse.  Sancho 
valiantly  carried  my  impedimenta.  The  rain  it 
rained,  and  the  wind  it  blew,  and  now  and  then  the 
sun  shone  out  for  a  few  minutes,  and  I  cast  my 
insect  on  the  troubled  waters  ;  as  well  may  I  have 
cast  it  on  the  turnpike  road. 

I  came  at  length  to  the  barbed  wire,  and  there 
was  my  friend  as  lively  as  ever,  so  I  sent  my 
barbed  betrayer  to  look  after  that  Dun  in  that 
trout's  mouth,  and,  forgetful  of  the  little  game  he 
had  played  yesterday,  he  tried  it  on  again  to-day. 
I  hooked  him,  he  adopted  his  old  manoeuvi-e — my 
line  and  fly  came  away  vrithout  the  trout,  and 
he  is  stiU  free  to  wriggle  up  against  that  barbed 
wire.  But  Whit  Monday  is  coming,  and  I  don't 
want  to  go  home  without  that  trout  and  the  fly 
that  is  in  him. 

We  were  glad  to  get  out  of  the  rain  and  into 
the  mansion  sacred  to  fishermen.  There  we  ate 
our  luncheon,  and  watched  the  dappled  cows 
across  the  water.  My  young  philosopher  told  me 
all  about  them.  He  gave  me  their  names  and 
fighting  qualities.  "  See  that  cow  there,  down  by 
the  water,  she's  called  Draper  ?  She's  the  leader 
of  the  lot — if  any  other  cow  goes  into  her  stall 
she'd  kill  her.  She  fought  her  way  to  the  top, 
and  now  they  all  respect  her  as  the  head  cow  j 

*  The  "A.  A."  should  kindly  note  that  Sir  E.  Grey 
only  recommends  the  Black  Spider  for  a  warm,  quiet 
evening  when  the  trout  are  rising,  but  refuse  th&ofidinary 
Duns.— Bd. 
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and  so  it  is  with  the  second,  and  third,  and  fourth 
down  to  the  last,  every  one  has  had  to  fight  for 
the  position  she  holds.  See  that  red  cow  yonder  ? 
She  is  No.  fou,r.  She  broke  both  her  horns  ofE 
fighting  for  that  place.  Of  course,  she  can't 
fight  any  more  now,  but  she  keeps  the  place  she 
won  in  fair  fight." 

Now,  that  was  a  lesson  for  me,  for  I  had  no 
notion  before  that  cows  were  so  punctilious  and 
jealous  of  the  position  they  had  fought  for.  There 
are  a  score  or  more  of  them,  and  each  one  of 
them  knows  her  own  stall,  and  keeps  it  till  she 
has  promoted  herself  by  her  valour.  As  a  rule 
there  is  perfect  harmony  amongst  them  when 
once  the  question  of  precedency  is  settled. 

Now  let  us  home  to  dinner.  It  is  a  pleasant 
thing  to  be  hungry,  and  at  the  same  time  to  know 
that  a  good  dinner  awaits  you.  I  knew  that 
much,  but  I  had  not  the  remotest  idea  of  what 
that  dinner  would  consist — and  it  was  a  dinner. 
Why,  O  Professor ;  why,  O  Piscator  Major,  were 
you  not  there  to  partake  of  it  ?  It  was  too  good 
to  be  eaten  alone !  It  was  a  feast  for  a  round 
tableful  of  jolly  anglers.  It  was  a  feast  such  as  I 
had  not  tasted,  or  perhaps  even  heard  of,  for  sixty 
years.  What  was  it  ?  It  was  four-and-twenty 
black  birds  baked  in  a  pie !  I  do  not  vouch, 
however,  for  the  exact  number.  The  last  time  I 
tasted  a  pie  like  this,  and  the  flavour  of  it 
remains  with  me  to  this  day,  was  when,  as  a  boy, 
I  shot  the  birds  myself  (Anno  Domini  1840),  and 
never  have  I  tasted  rooh  pie  since.  I  had  come 
to  regard  the  shooting  of  young  rooks  as  a  merci- 
less cruelty,  but  now — surely  the  end  justifies  the 
means !  Let  no  angler  in  future  compound  for 
his  sins  who  hooks  the  trout  by  condemning  man 
or  boy  who  shoots  the  rook. 

Sunday — a  dies  non  for  all  anglers  who  have 
conscientious  scruples,  or  who  respect  the  con- 
ventionalities— a  lovely  morning,  soft  and  balmy, 
no  wind,  only  a  gentle  S.W.  breeze,  an  ideal  day 
for  fishing ;  trout  rising  freely  all  down  the  river 
as  far  as  I  could  see.  May  Whit  Monday  be  as 
gracious ;  but  the  evening  is  wet  and  ominous. 

Whit-Monday  was  really  a  splendid  day  for 
holiday  makers  in  these  parts,*  and  I  fancy  for 
anglers  in  some  places.  Between  10  and  11.30 
there  was  a  fair  rise  of  small  fish,  after  that  I  saw 
scarcely  any  up  to  four  o'clock,  when  I  left  off. 

Of  course  I  looked  after  my  trout  at  the  barbed 
wire — there  he  was  as  lively  as  ever.  I  changed 
my  fly  twice,  and  covered  him  fifty  times,  till  at 
last  he  came  at  me  with  a  dash,  seized  the  fly. 
was  hooked,  and  he  made  such  a  fluster  in  and 
about  that  bed  of  weeds — for  he  is  a  big  one — 
that  his  lip  gave  way,  and  he  returned  my  fly  safe 
and  sound.  He  has  taken  up  more  than  half  an 
hour  of  my  precious  time,  and  I  am  loth  to  leave 
him. 

I  hope  when  the  May  Fly  is  up  I  may  have 
another  tussle  with  him.  Three  times  have  I  had 
that  trout  within  my  grip,  as  it  were,  and  thrice 
has  he  eluded  me.  Surely  it  will  be  my  turn 
next. 

Tuesday  morning,  before  leaving  for  London,  I 
walked  down  to  the  barbed  wire  (without  my  rod) 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  There  I  could 
see  him  plainly,  gay  and  frisky  as  ever.  I  think 
I  shall  find  him  there  when  I  come  again,  for, 
happily,  he  has  chosen  a  spot  not  easily  accessible 
to  even  an  expert  angler  from  this  side. 

My  success  has  been  of  a  negative  kind,  for  I 
lost  several  big  trout  and  caught  only  one  brace, 
and  two  brace  of  grayling — two  of  them  big 
fellows,  but  certainly  under  21b.  each.  They  gave 
me  a  little  sport,  and  I  gave  them  their  freedom. 
I  am  not  disappointed,  because  I  did  not  expect  to 
do  much.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  found  "  books 
in  the  running  brook,  and  good  in  everything." 


PANORAMA  OF  THE  RIVER 
THAMES. 
The  Woodbury  Permanent  Photographic 
Printing  Company  are  about  to  place  on  the 
market  an  fxcellent  shilling  "Panorama  of  the 
Thames."  The  whole  of  the  river  is  shown  in 
blue,  and  the  rest  of  the  map  is  in  a  photographic 
brown,  and  there  are  about  a  score  of  views  on 
the  river  scattered  along  its  banks.  It  is  nearly 
4ft.  long,  9in.  wide,  and  folds  up  into  a  stiff 
cover.  All  who  want  a  good  map  of  the  river 
should  see  this. 

*  It  wae  a  gloomy,  wet,  dull  day  in  London.— Ed. 


FISH  CATCHING  HOLD  OF  WEEDS 
WHEN  HOOKED. 


In  noticing  Sir  Edward  Grey's  book  on  "  Fly 
Fishing"  recently,  I  quoted  the  foot-note  in 
which  the  editors  (the  Marquis  of  Granby  and 
Mr.  G.  A.  B.  Dewar)  referred  to  the  author's 
remarks  about  trout,  when  they  have  weeded  you, 
sometimes  taking  hold  of  the  weeds  in  their  teeth 
to  prevent  you  pulling  them  out. 

Sir  Edward  says,  on  page  85,  "A  trout's 
method  of  resisting  in  weeds  is,  I  am  convinced, 
to  lay  hold  of  them  with  its  mouth."  He  adds, 
that  he  was  incredulous  that  this  could  be  so  at 
first,  but  carefully  watching  what  took  place  has 
convinced  him  that  trout  do  attempt  to  resist  the 
strain  of  the  tackle  in  the  way  described. 

The  Marquis  of  Granby  and  Mr.  G.  A.  B. 
Dewar  add  this  note : 

"  It  would  surply  be  hard  to  over-estimate  the  import- 
ance to  the  angler,  and  the  interest  to  the  naturalist,  of 
this  theory  of  Sir  Edward  Grey's.  The  resistance  tfcen 
<  ffrred  by  trout  of  a  moderate  size  when  they  have  reached 
a  small  patch  of  weeds  in  a  chalk  stream  is  quite 
mysterious." 

In  connection  with  this  question  I  mentioned 
that  in  an  article  about  pike  fishing  in  the  April 
number  of  Harmsworth's  Magazine,  published 
before  Sir  E.  Grey's  book  had  appeared,  I  had 
referred  to  the  fact  that,  when  pike  fishing  with  Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine,  we  had  noticed  that  pike  will  at 
times  hang  on  to  weeds  to  prevent  being  pulled 
out  of  them. 

In  looking  for  the  dressing  of  the  Cinnamon 
Sedge*  in  that  best  of  angling  books  ever  pub- 
lished, "  A  Book  on  Angling,"  by  Francis  Francis, 
I  was  amused,  though  not  much  surprised,  to  find 
that  this  question  of  fish  hanging  on  to  weeds 
was  all  clearly  set  out  by  him  thirty  years  or  more 
ago !  The  fact  is,  Francis  Francis  had  such  wide 
and  varied  experience  during  his  more  than  forty 
years'  career  as  an  angler,  that  there  can  be  very 
little  that  he  did  not  know. 

I  have  occasionally  heard  it  said  that  Francis 
was  not  a  good  fly  fisher;  but  this  is  perfect 
nonsense.  I  doubt  if  any  man  ever  killed  better 
baskets  of  good  fish  over  such  a  long  period  of 
years  as  Francis.  The  following  advice  for  play- 
ing a  fish  in  a  weedy  place  is  admirable  .- 

Francis's  Advice  foe  Plating  a  Fish 
Hooked  in  a  Weedy  Place. 

"  When  the  angler  hooks  a  fish  in  a  very  weedy 
place,  the  best  policy  is  a  bold  one.  Let  him  at 
once,  before  the  fish  is  aware  of  what  has 
happened  to  him,  put  on  a  heavy  drag,  and  pull 
him  through  or  over  the  weeds  into  safe  water. 
I  assure  the  angler  that  this  is  much  easier 
and  safer  than  it  either  sounds  or  looks. 
It  is  one  thing  for  the  angler  to  take  a 
fish  through  weeds,  but  quite  another  thing 
for  the  fish  to  take  himself  through  them. 
In  the  one  case  he  does  not  see  where  he  is  going, 
and  yields  to  the  impulse,  while  his  fins  offer  no 
resistance ;  in  the  other,  these  circumstances  are 
reversed,  and  he  holds  the  weeds  by  his  outspread 
fins,  and  very  often  also  by  his  mouth  I  am 
frequently  obliged  to  exert  my  persuasive  powers 
in  this  respect.  I  was  once  fishing  in  a  very  weedy 
river,  and  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  keeper 
I  hauled  four  fish,  one  after  the  other,  out  of  very 
dangerous  holes  through  heavy  weeds  into  safe 
water,  and  landed  them  ;  three  of  them  weighed 
Iflb.  each,  and  the  fourth  21b.  "Never  see  any- 
one so  lucky  as  you  be,  sir,  wi'  big  fish ;  don't 
seem  to  care  about  the  weeds,  not  a  mossel,"  said 
the  keeper ;  and  certainly  some  of  the  places  were 
as  nasty-looking  places  to  hook  a  good  fish  in  as 
anyone  could  desire  to  see ;  but  prompt  measures 
succeeded  where  a  timid  and  hesitating  hand  on  the 
rod  would  have  been  sure,  sooner  or  later,  to  have 
ended  in  the  fish  bolting  into  a  weed  of  his  own 
accord. 

"  Should  a  fish  run  up  under  a  weed  in  his  efforts 
to  escape,  it  is  manifest,  if  the  angler  pulls  against 
the  stream  and  the  lay  of  the  weed,  or  even 
endeavours  to  pull  the  fish  up  through  the  weed, 

*  I  have  often  had  fine  sport  with  this  fly  all  through 
the  May  Fly  time  eapeoially  when  the  fish  are  gectini^  a 
bit  shy  of  the  artificial  May  Fly,  and  I  prefer  the  dressing 
givfn  by  Francis,  tik.  :  Body,  dark  barm  coloured  silk; 
lege,  a  light  or  dirty  brovrn  hen's  hackle,  nich  a  darkisb 
centre  ;  wing,  any  reddish  cinnamon  coloured  feather,  or 
yellowish  hen  landrail  or  owl.  Should  be  dressed  on  a 
fine  wire-eyed  hook,  fin.  long,  with  the  wings  ^in.  longer 
than  the  hook. — R,  B.  M. 


or  sideways  out  of  it,  that  he  will  fail.  The  only 
way  to  extricate  such  a  fish  when  he  has  succeeded 
in  hanging  your  tackle  up  is  to  get  well  below 
him,  let  out  a  longish  line,  sink  the  point  of  the 
rod  to  the  level  of  the  water,  and  put  a  steady 
strain  on  straight  down  stream.  The  fish  may, 
perhaps,  for  a  time  be  able  to  resist  this  strain, 
but  patience  and  perseverance  will  often  fetch 
him  out  at  last.  Even  if  he  has  gripped  the  weed 
in  his  mouth,  as  fish  will  do,  he  must  open  his 
mouth  eventually,  particularly  as  he  has  the  fly 
in  it  straining  and  pulling  at  him. 

"  I  do  not  say  that  this  plan  is  always  successful, 
but  it  is  the  best  plan  you  can  adopt,  while  to 
attempt  to  pull  the  fish  against  or  across  the 
weed  is  almost  certain  destruction.  A  gentle 
sawing  motion  may  at  times  be  used  with 
excellent  effect  if  the  angler  has  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  weed  hangs  at  all  on  the  line. 
Poking  or  stoning  a  fish  is  a  very  uncertain 
remedy,  and  unless  you  can  see  and  manage  the 
weed  very  well,  cutting  or  hooking  it  up  is  unsafe, 
and  sometimes  results  in  cutting  the  line.  If  you 
get  thoroughly  hung  up,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
do  for  it,  try  patience ;  take  off  the  strain  and 
leave  a  moderately  slack  line,  and  the  fish  .... 
will  probably  come  out  of  his  own  accord." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  from  the  remarks  in  this 
extract  which  I  have  put  in  italics,  that  Francis 
was  quite  certain  that  fish  will  try  to  save  their 
lives  by  hanging  on  to  weeds  with  their  teeth,  and 
that  he  published  his  knowledge  of  the  matter 
thirty  years  ago. 

I  have  read  Francis's  work  many  times  since  it 
was  first  published  in  1867,  and  I  often  find  that 
things  I  thought  I  had  discovered  for  myself  I 
really  owe  to  his  invaluable  book.  We  absorb 
ideas  and  forget  them,  and  then  some  day  the 
required  conditions  are  present,  the  idea  comes, 
and  we  think  it  is  our  own,  when  really  the  seed 
was  sown  perhaps  twenty  years  before. 

I  knew  Francis  Francis,  and  fished  with  him, 
and  when  I  hear  anglers  refer  disparagingly  to  his 
skill,  I  know  they  have  spoken  ignorantly  or 
jealously ;  he  spoke  his  mind  very  freely,  and  con- 
sequently made  enemies,  often  without  knowing  it. 
Some  people  have  an  idea  he  always  fished  with  a 
double-handed  fly  rod  for  trout;  this  idea  got 
abroad  because  he  recommended,  and  often  used,  a 
14ft.  rod,  especially  on  big  waters,  and  in  the  later 
years  of  his  life,  but  he  was  a  master  of  the  single- 
handed  fly  rod,  and  with  another  man's  rod  of 
that  description  cast  twenty-six  yards  on  the  Old 
Barge  Canal  at  Winchester,  the  other  man  being 
his  friend,  G.  S.  Marryat,  who  cast  the  same  length 
of  line.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


SIR  EDWARD  GREY'S  BLACK 
HACKLE. 


In  my  notice  of  Sir  Edward  Grey's  delightful 
book  on  "Fly  Fishing,"  I  expressed  a  wish  to 
have  a  pattern  of  the  Black  Hackle  fly,  with 
which  he  often  does  so  well  in  chalk  streams. 

Sir  Edward  has  most  kindly  sent  me  patterns, 
and  informs  me  that  it  was  not  a  special  pattern 
of  his  originally,  but  was  sent  to  him  some  years 
ago  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick,  from 
whom  he  continues  to  get  it,  in  fulfilment  of  an 
order  for  Black  Spiders  (it  is  a  Black  Spider, 
but  with  a  more  sombre  body  than  usual).  Sir 
Edward  adds :  "  If  you  care  to  try  the  Black 
Hackle  as  a  dry  fly  over  rising  fish  between  six 
and  eight  o'clock  in  warm,  still  evenings  in  June 
and  July,  I  should  be  very  interested  to  hear 
whether  you  find  it  successful.  .  .  .  My 
experience  is  that  trout  either  ignore  it  or  take  it 
well,  and  that  I  do  not  get  many  short  rises  at 
it." 

I  have  had  some  Black  Hackles  dressed  by 
Messrs.  Hardy,  and  shall  certainly  give  it  a  good 
trial  when  I  get  the  chance.  I  must  confess  that 
I  have  never  had  much  faith  in  Black  Spiders, 
and  have  very  rarely  tried  them. 

Since  hearing  from  Sir  E.  Grey,  I  have  also 
received  some  nicely  dressed  samples  of  his 
Black  Hackle  from  Messrs.  J.  Bernard  and  Son, 
5,  Church-place,  Piccadilly,  London. 

R.  B.  Mabston. 


Foreign  Books  and  Pbriodioals.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Mamton  and  Co.,  St.  Danstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
snpply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Feriodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twioe  a  week. 
Catalogue  gratis. 
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"HAIR,  GUT,  AND  WIRE  LINES." 

It  may  not  possibly  be  known  to  the  generality 
of  the  disciples  of  Isaac  Walton,  that  anglers,  like 
violinists,  may  be  divided  in  two  classes.  In  the 
latter  division  a  once  celebrated  instnimentalist 
included — First,  those  who  played  upon  the  violin, 
and  secondly.those  who  did  not.  Similarly  it  might 
be  said  that  anglers  might  be  divided  into  two 
sections,  viz.,  those  who  pin  their  faith  on  gut  as 
a  medium  for  bringing  the  denizens  of  the  deep 
to  the  bank,  and  those  who  rely  upon  horse- 
hair to  effect  the  same  purpose.  Occasionally, 
principally,  more  by  private  notification  than  by 
the  instrumentality  of  the  publicity  given  by 
angling  journals,  the  question  of  gut  v.  hair 
crops  up,  and  I  have  been  fairly  astonished  of 
late  at  the  number  of  rodsters  who  strenuously 
advocate  the  superiority  of  the  latter  over  the 
former,  in  spite  of  the  various  improvements 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  former-named  commodity.  They  maintain 
that  with  a  rod  specially  built  for  striking,  a 
greater  number  of  fish  up  to  three  pounds  in 
weight  may  be  safely  landed.  Residing,  as  I  do, 
in  a  town  where  a  goodly  number  of  thoroughbred 
horses  are  constantly  trained,  I  have  been  much 
surprised  at  times  at  the  number  of  applications 
which  I  have  received  from  angling  friends 
for  a  supply  of  horse-hair  of  the  white,  chestnut, 
bay,  and  sorrel  colours.  To  many  of  these  I  have 
forwarded  the  best  of  the  kind  mentioned  that  I 
could  procure ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  asked 
the  recipients  to  favour  me  with  their  reasons  for 
their  predilections.  At  first  the  combings,  or 
pullings,  of  the  tails  that  I  forwarded  were  not 
satisfactory,  and  I  began  to  imagine  that  the  tails 
of  thoroughbreds  were  unsuitable  for  the  purpose ; 
but  as  time  wore  on,  and  as  I  gained  a  little  more 
experience,  I  was  able  to  remedy  the  faults,  which 
were  of  my  own  creation,  so  that  I  am  able  now  to 
pass  an  opinion  on  what  is,  or  is  not,  a  sviitable 
strand.  The  rod  for  the  purpose  must  be 
specially  built.  It  must  not  be  too  stiff,  or  the 
hair  will  part  at  the  first  stroke  probably ;  but  it 
should  be  light  and  supple,  with  a  top  joint  that 
will  readily  give  and  accommodate  itself  to  the 
"  drawing  "  stroke  of  the  angler.  Regarding  the 
hair  itself,  that  should  be  put  through  the  mill  in 
the  following  manner  :  Let  each  separate  length 
be  taken,  in  making  up  the  cast,  between  the  left 
and  right  hands  (fingers  and  thumbs) ;  draw  the 
right  finger  and  thumb  down  the  length,  with 
the  thumb  nail  just  scraping  the  hair,  at  the 
same  time  testing  its  capability  of  holding  fish  of 
the  weight  to  be  angled  for.  Should  the  hair 
break,  cast  it  on  one  side,  retaining  only  those 
strands  that  have  proved  satisfactory.  In  making 
the  selection  the  experimentalist  will  be  astonished 
to  find  that  the  elasticity  of  hair  will  be  much 
greater  than  that  of  gut,  and  in  this  is  the 
principal  safeguard  of  the  hair-line  fisher.  If  it 
passes  through  the  ordeal  of  the  "  strike  "  success- 
fully the  battle  is  more  than  half  gained,  and  it  is 
odds  on  the  fish  being  grassed.  For  clear  water 
the  best  hair  for  use  is  the  white,  as  it  is  far 
more  transparent  than  gut  or  any  other  kind  of 
.horse-hair.  In  the  sandy  beds  of  rivers  or  ponds 
a  chestnut  colour  may  be  used  to  advantage,  as  it 
cannot  be  distinguished  by  the  (human)  naked 
eye  when  drifting  over  the  yellow  bottom.  For 
gravelly  bottomed  streams  an  even  darker  colour 
may  be  utilised.  As  regards  the  takes  or  bags  of 
the  hair  angler  some  very  heavy  ones  have  come 
under  my  notice.  Not  many  months  ago  an 
account  of  a  splendid  take  of  roach  was  given  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  it  also  being  asserted  that 
the  fortunate  angler  used  a  horse-hair  cast, 
the  lengths  of  which  had  been  pulled  from 
sorrel  colts.  The  hairs  from  the  tails  of 
mares  are  inferior  in  strength  to  those  pulled 
from  colts  or  stallions.  An  angler  with  whom 
I  have  lately  been  in  correspondence  says 
that  occasionally  his  takes  have  been  extra- 
ordinary. Upon  one  occasion  he  and  a  friend 
had  eighty-three  brace  of  trout,  four  of  grayling, 
and  one  good  chub,  in  one  day,  fishing  with 
chestnut  hair.  Some  few  years  ago  I  used  hair 
in  preference  to  gut,  and  in  the  Witham,  at  Great 
Ponton,  near  Grantham,  I  took,  in  three  hours, 
eleven  and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  while  fishing 
from  a  meadow  near  the  mill.  This  meadow  was 
so  situated  that  I  was  able  to  keep  my  body  below 
I  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  to  bring  my  eyes  to  its 
lervel  to  watch  the  top  of  my  float  as  it  drifted 


slowly  towards  the  mill.  The  miller  was  very 
wroth  with  me,  and  threatened  proceedings  ;  but 
I  was  not  upon  his  land,  and  his  powers  as  "  bank 
mender"  did  not  include  this  particular  meadow, 
or  I  should  have  heard  more  about  it. 

The  use  of  gut  is  so  widely  known,  and  its 
popularity  as  a  factor  of  fishing  furniture  is  so 
evident,  that  any  fresh  information  i-egarding  this 
commodity  is  extremely  welcome.  From  amongst 
the  gut  workers  of  Spain  the  produce  of  the  worm 
is  sent  over  to  England  in  three  distinct  sorts, 
viz.,  "  Selecto,"  "  Superior,"  and  "  Estriada."  On 
its  arrival  in  England  it  again  goes  through  a 
second  inspection  and  selection  by  our  tackle- 
making  experts.  There  are  also  other  names 
which  seem  to  indicate  the  quality  of  the  gut,  for 
instance,  "  Refina,"  "  'Fina,"  and  "  Corta."  Great 
care  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the  pulling  of  the 
gut,  and  even  the  most  experienced  workers  in 
this  class  are  apt  to  puU  unevenly,  and  so  to  dis- 
advantageously  taper  it.  This  work  is  only 
entrusted  to  the  most  skilful  pullers,  who  perform 
the  tension  from  left  to  right.  By  uneven  pulling 
the  tapering  comes  in  at  the  point  that  it  is 
not  intended,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the 
strand  is  weakened  so  much  that  it  may  be 
only  of  equal  strength  to  the  quality  in  the  next 
inferior  class,  just  as  the  weakest  link  in  a  chain 
represents  the  full  strength  of  it.  In  many 
tackle  maker's  workshops  the  gut,  as  I  said  before, 
is  again  examined  and  re-selected,  for  which  work 
skilled  labourers  are  sometimes  paid  as  much  as 
15s.  per  week.  In  selecting  and  re-arranging  the 
gut  an  instrument  called  a  gauge  is  used,  which 
resembles  in  shape  the  bridge  of  a  violin.  In  the 
topmost  ridge  of  the  gauge  are  five  slits,  and 
through  these  the  lengths  of  gut  are  passed  and 
sorted.  But  with  some  tackle  makers  this  process 
is  not  in  operation,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
the  selection  has  to  be  made  entirely  by  the  eye. 
One  may  easily  understand  how  it  is  therefore 
that  casts,  especially  salmon  casts,  are  not  of 
equal  strength  as  regards  the  selected  lengths. 
We  may  also  clearly  understand  that,  with  no 
skilled  workwomen  (for  the  selecting  is  performed 
by  women)  to  pay,  a  tackle  maker  may  place 
casts  upon  the  market  much  cheaper  than  the 
maker  who  does  his  work  effectively  by  employing 
gauge  workwomen.  The  best  gut  is  perfectly 
round,  free  from  marks,  and  not  at  all  flattened 
in  any  portion  of  its  length.  The  second  quality 
is  marked,  more  or  less,  and  a  little  flattened 
in  various  parts,  while  the  third  quality  has  all 
the  bad  marks  in  a  greater  degree.  We  will 
consider  now  the  lengths.  It  is,  of  course,  obvious 
that  the  longer  the  strand  the  greater  will  be 
the  value  of  the  cast  generally.  To  put  a  value 
upon  lengths,  we  should  say  that  a  hank  of  Sin. 
gut  would  be  worth  about  15s.  wholesale ;  but 
a  hank  of  llin.  of  the  same  kind  would  fetch 
as  much  as  95s.  "  Hebra  "  gut,  of  Sin.  strand, 
is  worth  probably  40s.  per  hank ;  but  llin.  lengths, 
of  the  same  class,  would  fetch  about  225s.  per 
hank,  thus  showing  that  an  increase  of  Sin.  in  the 
length  of  the  strand  increases  the  value  sixfold 
nearly. 

Before  the  gut  is  exported  great  care  has  to  be 
taken  in  what  might  be  called  the  seasoning  or 
bleaching.  This  process  takes  place  in  the  sun, 
and  here,  again,  the  skilled  artisan  comes  in ;  for 
should  the  gut  be  exposed  for  too  long  a  time 
it  deteriorates,  and  may  possibly  become  worth- 
less. Then  comes  the  polishing  process.  This 
is  always  done  with  pieces  of  chamois  leather, 
which  have  to  be  used  very  judiciously,  for  too 
much  friction  will  generate  heat,  which  would 
have  the  same  detrimental  effect  that  a  too  long 
exposure  to  the  sun's  rays  would  have.  In  the 
course  of  my  long  experience  as  an  angler  (1842)  I 
have,  even  from  the  best  tackle  makers,  had  casts 
which  have  proved  worthless.  Once,  at  Wrays- 
bury,  I  had  soaked  my  casts  well ;  but  a  small 
dace  of  4oz.  broke  the  first,  and  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  use  settled  the  other.  The  casts  that  I 
have  used  for  years  are  those  denominated  the 
"  Hercules."  I  can  always  rely  upon  them ;  in 
fact,  I  have  handled  them  so  long  that  I  could, 
with  my  eyes  closed,  pick  them  out  from  amongst 
other  casts  placed  before  me.  The  preparation 
which  they  undergo  renders  them  so  soft  and 
pliable  that  they  cannot  be  mistaken  for  others. 

And  now  as  regards  wire.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  there  is  a  future  before  it.  I  have,  in  thick 
water,  tried  lines  of  this  kind  of  my  own  making. 
With  a  fine  wire  line  one  may  altogether  dispense 


with  small  shot  and  leads  between  the  float  and 
the  hook.  Casting  may  also  be  performed  with 
greater  facility.  The  chief  difficulty  with  wire 
(proper)  lines  seems  to  be  in  the  kinking.  This 
might  be  avoided  by  the  use  of  a  small  swivel  or 
two,  and  by  carefully  winding  or  unwinding  the 
line.  My  practice  is  to  purchase  three  reels  of 
very  fine  wire  at  the  ironmonger's  (fine,  finer, 
finest;.  With  these  I  construct  my  cast  below 
the  float,  using  a  prepared  silk  back-line.  The 
finest  wire  will  hold  fish  under  51b.  When  done 
with  for  the  day  throw  the  wire  away,  and  make 
another  for  the  next  occasion.  No  shot  is  required. 
I  have  at  times  done  very  fairly  as  regards 
catches  with  lines  of  this  de.scription  ;  and  I  hope 
to  see  the  time  when  wire  will  be  used  as  well, 
and  as  often,  as  either  hair  or  gut. 

Straw  Hat. 

FISHINa  IN  INDIAN  WATERS. 

PART  IV. 
"The  Andaman  Islands." 

"  'Tis  a  far  cry  to  Loch  Awe,"  is  a  well-known 
Highland  proverb,  and  a  far  cry  it  no  doubt  is 
from  Aden  to  Port  Blair,  from  the  spot  I  last 
introduced  to  your  readers,  to  that  to  which  I 
would  now  draw  their  attention.  The  one  is  also  a 
complete  contrast  to  the  other.  While  the 
ragged  and  barren  outlines  of  the  Aden  rocks  at 
first  sight  tend  to  repel,  the  first  view  that  one 
gets  of  the  Andamans  coming  in  from  the  sea  is 
almost  fairy-like  in  its  fascination.  A  group  of 
islands  wooded  down  to  the  very  water's  edge 
(except  where  the  settlement  clearances  have  been 
effected),  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  tropical 
foliage,  and  set  in  a  sea  of  brilliant  ccerulean  hue, 
they  are  indeed  a  picture  of  surpassing  loveliness, 
and  besides  that  they  give  one  the  impression  of 
perfect  peace  and  calm.  Not  that  the  sea  here  is 
always  calm ;  far  from  it,  for  these  islands  are  the 
cradle  of  those  terrific  cyclones  which  often  form 
and  sweep  with  irresistible  violence  up  the  Bay  of 
Bengal,  and  breaking  upon  different  parts  of  the 
Indian  and  Burman  coasts,  cause  infinite  devasta- 
tion to  the  districts  over  which  they  sweep. 
Curiously,  the  islands  themselves  do  not  always 
escape.  In  November,  1891,  a  terrible  cyclone 
swept  over  them,  and  the  effects  were  such  that 
many  of  the  hillsides  were  swept  bare  of  trees  and 
vegetation,  and  twenty  years  will  certainly  not 
suffice  to  repair  the  damage  done  in  less  than  half 
as  many  hours. 

Lying  as  they  do  in  the  fairway  of  the  traffic  up 
the  Bay  of  Bengal,  they  have,  of  course,  been 
known  for  many  centuries,  and  at  one  time  were, 
together  with  the  lesser  group,  the  Nicobars,  in 
the  possession  of  the  Danes,  who  established 
certain  missionary  settlements  in  them,  but  of 
these  settlements  there  are  no  traces,  unless  it  be 
in  the  curious  blue  eyes  and  fair  hair  which  are 
occasionally  seen  in  individuals  of  the  Joruas,  a 
negroid  tribe  who  run  wild  in  the  Nicobars,  and 
also  in  the  sti'ain  of  wild  cattle,  which  ai-e  to  be 
found  there.  Malays  and  Chinese  have  traded 
with  these  islands  from  time  immemorial,  but  the 
islands  were  never  seriously  taken  in  hand  until 
somewhere  in  the  early  fifties,  when  they  were 
chosen  by  the  Indian  Government,  as  a  fit  and 
proper  place  to  establish  their  penal  settlement. 
They  are  administered  by  a  chief  commissioner  and 
a  staff  of  settlement  officers,  and  rule  and  order  is 
maintained  by  a  body  of  about  800  Sikh  police, 
a  small  body  of  European  troops  (two  companies 
generally  from  the  regiment  stationed  at  Rangoon 
are  detailed  for  this  duty),  and  half  a  native 
regiment  of  Madras  infantry.  The  criminal 
population  is  about  15,000.  Many  of  these  latter, 
the  better  behaved  ones,  are  allowed  to  marry, 
and  have  plots  of  ground  allotted  to  them,  and 
settle  down  on  these  cleai-ances,  and  cultivate  the 
soil.  But  by  far  the  larger  number  are  kept  in 
durance  vile  all  their  lives  in  immense  prison 
buildings  erected  in  different  parts,  and  their 
labour  is  utilised  for  the  benefit  of  government. 

The  aborigines  are  unique.  A  negroid  race, 
utterly  unlike  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbour- 
ing countries,  their  very  existence  is  an  ethno- 
logical puzzle.  Where  they  came  from,  and  who 
and  what  they  are,  is  a  problem  which  has  not 
yet  been  satisfactorily  solved.  An  adult  male 
Andamanese  stands  from  4ft.  oin.  to  4ft.  Tin.  in 
height,  and  a  female  from  4ft.  to  4ft.  Sin. 
Though  BO  small,  they  are  perfectly  formed 
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miniature  men  and  women.  The  men  are 
pleasant  to  look  upon,  and  very  strong  and 
muscular ;  but  the  women,  as  a  rule,  are  singularly 
ill-favoured.  They  live  in  small  communities  in 
the  jungles,  exist  almost  entirely  by  the  chase, 
and  as  hunters  are  extremely  expert  with  their 
primitive  weapons  ;  while  their  dexterity  with  the 
bow  and  arrow,  both  on  land  and  on  the  water 
where  they  hunt,  shoot,  and  spear  the  fish,  is 
simply  incredible.  Like  most  aboriginal  savage 
races,  since  coming  in  contact  with  a  higher 
civilisation  they  have  deteriorated  physically,  and 
are  rapidly  dying  out,  and  before  very  many 
years  will  probably  have  disappeared,  leaving 
behind  them  absolutely  no  trace  of  their  exist- 
ence. There  is  one  ofiicer  of  the  settlement  who 
has  been  placed  specially  in  charge  of  them,  and 
he  is  devoting  his  whole  life  and  energies  to  the 
task  of  recording  their  history,  and  in  future 
days  his  voluminous  notes,  his  most  excellent 


it  is,  however,  that  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention 
to  it,  and  from  this  point  of  view  it  is  unsur- 
passed- As  in  the  case  of  Bombay  and  Aden,  in 
each  of  which  places,  as  I  have  before  noted,  one 
fish  is  found  to  engross  the  angler's  attention,  so 
here  it  is  the  same.  However  good  the  general 
fishing  may  be,  and  very  often  is,  either  with  the 
mullet,  gar  fish,  seer,  barraoouta,  and  horse 
mackerel,  still  the  main  stay  of  the  fishing,  and 
the  fish  for  which  the  angler  generally  looks,  is 
what  is  locally  known  as  "  Khokhari." 

Caranx  carangus,  or  Malabaricus  (and  Sketch 
No.  1  will  give  your  readers  an  idea  of  what  this 
magnificBnt  fish  is  like),  are  the  commonest  and 
most  often  got,  but  there  are  altogether  nearly 
thirty  sorts  of  caraux,  and  often  enough  one  may 
come  across  others  of  the  genus  than  those 
named  above.  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  describe 
our  friend.  A  deep,  full-bodied  fish,  something 
like  a  perch,  body  oblong  and  more  or  less  com- 


fish  into  the  shallowest  water ;  and  a  very 
favourite  place  to  angle  from,  and  one  of  the 
best  when  the  fry  are  about,  is  the  principal  pier 
or  landing  place  for  Ross  Island.  Standing  there 
and  looking  down  into  the  pellucid  waters,  one 
can  see,  and  almost  count,  every  fish  that  comes 
near.  Then  a  time  comes  when  you  see  the 
ordinarily  white  sandy  bottom  clouded  and 
darkened  in  colour  ;  and  unless  you  were  prepared 
for  it  you  would  hardly  realise  that  the  darkness 
was  caused  by  a  dense  mass  of  small  fish.  Such, 
however,  is  the  case,  and  where  these  are  our 
friend  the  caranx  is  sure  to  be. 

Naturally,  also,  it  follows  that  the  very  best  bait 
for  him  at  such  seasons  is  the  sardine  or  smelt ; 
and  it  should  be  just  lightly  hooked,  and  allowed 
to  roam.  Such  a  bait  is  irresistible,  and  many 
and  many  a  good  fish  have  I  had  in  this  way.  Of 
the  two  species  noted  above,  the  caranx  carangus 
is  by  far  the  better.    He  grows  much  bigger,  and 


Tie.  1.— Caeanx  CABANSU8  (locally  known  ai  "Kliotari"). 


Fig.  2. 

collection  of  photographs,  and  his  wonderful 
museum  of  their  instruments,  both  of  war  and 
peace,  of  all  sorts,  will  be  all  that  future  students 
will  have  to  enable  them  to  form  an  idea  of  what 
this  most  interesting  and  curious  race  was  like. 

The  headquarters  of  the  settlement  are  on  Ross 
Island,  better  known,  perhaps,  as  Port  Blair,  and 
there  are  hImo  considerable  settlements  at  Aber- 
deen and  Viper  Islands,  and  also  at  Port  Mowatt 
and  Hope  Town.  This  latter  place  was  the  scene 
of  the  assassination  of  the  then  Viceroy  of  India, 
Lord  Mayo,  who  met  his  death  at  the  hands  of  a 
fanatical  Mussulman  convict  in  1872.  There  is  a 
small  pier  or  landing  stage  here,  and  it  is  the 
landing  place  for  and  on  the  way  to  Mount 
Harriet,  the  Government  Sanatorium.  It  was 
here,  on  returning  from  a  visit  to  Mount  Harriet, 
that  the  tragedy  took  place.   As  a  fishing  resort, 


-Sphyk(ena  obtusata  (better  known,  perhaps,  as  'Ban-; 

pressed,  with  resplendent  scales,  high  shoulders, 
a  small  and  shapely  head,  provided  with  very 
powerful  tail  and  fins,  lateral  line  in  some  species 
wholly,  and  in  others  only  partially  formed  of 
platelike  scales,  each  of  which  is  armed  with  a 
lateral  spinate,  keen  edge,  and  two  dorsals.  He  is 
of  a  distinctly  pugnacioiis  and  omnivorous  nature, 
appears  always  ready  to  be  hooked,  and,  like  the 
Irishman,  always  spoiling  for  a  fight,  and  what  is 
better  still,  there  is  no  trouble  in  finding  him,  he 
is  always  all  over  the  place. 

There  are  times  and  seasons,  just  as  at  Aden, 
when  the  waters  swarm  with  the  small  sardine  or 
fry  of  many  sorts  of  fish,  chiefly,  I  believe,  of  the 
atherinides,  large  quantities  of  which  are  caught 
in  the  nets,  and  are  eaten  by  Europeans  and 
called  "  Whitebait,"  and  then  the  "  Khokhari "  is 
at  his  busiest.    He  will  follow  the  shoals  of  small 


acoutii " ) . 

is  also  the  handsomer  fish.  In  colour  he  ranges 
fi'om  a  bluish  silvery  sheen  on  the  back  to  a 
golden  colour  below,  and  in  season  his  fins  appear 
to  be  of  beaten  gold.  Scales,  not  particularly 
large,  are  inclined  to  be  loose,  and  come  off  easily ; 
while,  curiously  enough,  at  times  they  disappear 
altogether  along  the  anterior  portion  of  the 
abdomen,  and  up  to  and  around  the  pectoral  fins ; 
and  on  the  smaller  and  immature  fish  are  four  or 
five  vertical  bands,  very  like  what  are  seen  on  a 
perch.  His  size  may  be  anything  from  31b.  to 
701b.  Very  ordinary  fish  run  from  161b.  to  251b. 
The  record  "  Khokhari "  was  killed,  I  believe,  in 

1893  or  1894,  by  Lieut.  A  ,  in  the  14th  Madras 

Native  Infantry,  while  stationed  there,  and 
weighed  721b.  This  fish  was  not  caught  from 
pier,  but  a  little  further  out,  where  the  small 
station  steamer  was  lying  at  anchor.   The  officers 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 


SLIP-ON 


OAT 


Proof 


bo 


RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 

HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 

THORNS,  and  FISH-HOOKS, 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  liighly  of  the  advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON, 
its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incontestable ;  it  will  I^eep  out  drenching  and 
continuous  rain  without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  the  materials 
being  as  porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth,  so  that  it 
may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or  fine  weather  with  equal 
comfort.  Built  on  a  plan  that  obviates  the  possibility  of  any  tie,  and  is 
equally  good  over  any  thickness  of  clothing. 

GABARDINE  COMBINATION  (patent) 

OUTSIDE  GABABBINE,  INSIDE  WOOL.   Both  Fabrics  WEATHERFROOF. 


Price 


-  63s. 


BURBERRY8, 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON, 

BASINGSTOKE. 


AND 


EXpGPtS  ^  WEATHEEPBOOF  KIT. 
_     .       .  of  "Gabardine"  and  "TJrliefi" 

PSteniBBS      Combines,  The  Eqal-Pede, 

Burberry  Goats,  &c. 
QttaniaHsio  f*""  Shootinir.  Fishing,  Golflag, 
OpGOIallSlS  Polo,  Yachting.    Cycling  and 
Bacing  Garments.  ■ 


CURIOUS  ATs^D  INTERESTING  PACT 


CONCERNING  AN 


ITCHEN  TROUT  and  the  MAY  FLY 


wherfas  tbia  one,  after  nine  months'  growth,  now  weighs 
only  lj]b. ;  on  the  other  hand,  you  know  how  much  larger 
are  always  the  fish  you  lose  than  those  yon  take  !  I  find 
there  are  other  claimants  for  this  fly.  The  Professor,  who 


The  "  Fishing  Gazette,"  April  16, 1898. 

"  The  Major  caught  a  brace  of  trontand  several  trouble- 
gcme  grayling  J  tie  largest  trout  was  about  l:iib.,  and  by 
this  trout  there  hangs  a  tale. 

"  When  I  was  fishing  in  the  same  meadow  last  June  I 
lest  many  a  trcnt  and  many  a  May  Fly ;  now  it  so  happens 
tlat  in  the  gill  of  this  trr ut  wan  found,  fitmly  hooked,  a 
very  perfect  May  Fly — the  G  O.M. — with  6in.  of  gnt 
He  haa  worn  and  no  doubt  been  proud  of  this  ci..tinctiTe 
decoration  ever  eince.  It  ceems  to  me  to  be  a  very 
rem arkaWe  thing  that  fly  and  hook  should  have  been  in 
th&t  fish  for  more  than  nine  months  and  now  as  perfect 
sni  fresh  as  if  it  had  been  in  my  pocket-book  all  the  time  ; 
the  gut  is  rather  rottfU.  The  gr  id  tinsel  round  theV  dy 
is  as  bright  as  ever  it  was,  one  wing  is  slightly  mangled, 
as  if  other  envious  trruk  had  tried  to  niblljit.  I  fully 
believe  that  fly  ij  mine,  that  I  lost  that  fish  on  that  par- 
ticular fpot  last  May  ;  the  only  doubt  I  have  about  it  is 
that  I  then  estimated  the  fith  I  lost  as  at  least  l^lb., 


is  not  here  now,  hss  certainly  a  claim.  I  cm  only  say, 
'  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat,'  if  it  can  only  be  proved.  It 
is  distinctly  a  G.O.M.  of  Mrs.  Ojdeu  Smith's  make." 

The  Amateub  Anclee. 


The  "Fishing  Gazette,"  April  30,  1898, 

"  Here  is  a  picture  of  the  G.O.M.  May  Fly  imitation, 
aft3r  it  had  been  worn  in  the  gill  of  a  trout  for  about 
eleven  months,  as  described  by  me  in  the  Fishing  Gazetfe 
of  April  16.  Of  course  there  is  no  novelty  in  finding  a  flj 
in  a  trout's  mouth  ;  but  it  is  somewhat  of  a  novelty  to  he 
able  to  identify  the  fly,  and  also  to  find  it  in  such  a  perfect 
state  of  preservation  after  so  long  a  time  of  wear  and 
tear." — Amateur  Angler. 


THE  "GLADSTONE"  MAY  FLIES, 

The  invention  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  were  the  meet 
successful  flies  used  last  season,  proving  more  killing  than 
any  other  pattern,  especially  on  the  Hampshire  streams. 
They  float  remarkably  well,  dry  very  quickly,  and  can  ha 
had  in  twenty  varieties  of  shade,  both  in  the  body  ajid 
wiogs.  Price  49,  per  dozen.  To  ba  obtained  only  at 
Ogden  Smith,  6.  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park  Comer,  S.W. ; 
and  34,  St.  John's-hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  S.W. 


MAY  FLIES 

4/"  per  doz. 


MAY  FLIES 

4/-  per  doz. 


OGDEN  SMITH, 


6,  Park  Side, 


And  at  34,  St,  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  S.W. 
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en  board  were  at  breakfast.  A  rod  bad  been  left 
oyer  the  side,  when  the  bait  was  suddenly  taken. 

Eventually  Lieut.  A  had  to  take  to  a  dinghy, 

aaid  follow  the  fish  about,  but  it  was  landed  in  the 
long  mn  after  a  contest  lasting  considerably  over 
an  hour.  Bait,  I  believe,  but  of  this  I  am  not 
quite  sure  now,  was  a  half-boiled  potato.  The 
other  species,  viz.,  caranx  malabaricus,  is  also  a 
good  fish  and  a  handsome  fish,  but  is  said  never 
to  grow  anything  like  as  large  as  his  confrere,  nor 
is  he  80  brilliantly  coloured.  His  back  is  a  dull 
bluish  grey,  sides  silvery,  shot  with  purple,  while 
his  fins  are  a  pale  yellow,  dorsal  fins  and  tail  grey, 
with  spots.  Both  species,  however,  give  very  fair 
sport.  When  hooked,  there  is  just  a  whisk  of  the 
tail,  and  they  are  off,  and  their  first  rush  is 

rnd ;  any  check,  and  you  lose  the  lot,  but  they 
not  fight  brilliantly  up  to  the  end.  After  the 
first  run  or  two  they  are  given  to  boring  heavily 
round  and  round,  and,  if  you  have  a  heavy  fish  on, 
your  rod  is  likely  to  suffer  a  great  deal  more  from 
them  than  from  any  other  fish  I  know,  for 
towards  the  end  it  is  a  case  of  "  pull  devil,  pull 
baker  "  to  get  them  vnthin  reach  of  net  or  gaff. 

But  the  caranx  is  by  no  means  the  only  fish 
that  the  angler  has  to  depend  on.  As  in  Aden,  so 
here,  when  the  sardines  appear  large  numbers  ot 
barracouta  (Sphyroma  obtusata),  sketch  No.  II., 
seer  fish  (Cybium  gallatum),  sketch  No.  III.,  and 
large  gar  fish  and  horse  mackerel  appear  also,  and 
you  may  vary  your  sport  considerably  by  taking 
a  boat,  and  towing  a  live  bait  about  slowly—a 
form  of  fishing  very  similar,  in  fact,  to  what  is 
known  in  Scotland  as  "  harling."  Then,  again,  on 
the  outlying  reefs  you  will,  if  you  fancy  it,  get 
the  red  rock  cod  known  locally  as  "gobra." 
These  often  run  very  large  and  very  heavy.  One 
big  fish  for  a  long  time  took  up  his  quarters 
among  the  piles  of  the  landing  stage  at  Port 
Blair,  and,  though  often  hooked,  always  eluded 
capture  by  breaking  away  in  among  the  piles. 
Apparently  his  favourite  amusement  was  to  lie 
"  dog  o',"  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  any  other  fish  in 
difiSculties,  struggling  at  the  end  of  a  line,  for 
instance,  as  he  often  did,  he  just  used  to  open  a 
huge  carpet-bag  of  a  mouth,  and,  closing  it  on  his 
unfortunate  victim,  to  clear  out  with  the  best  part 
of  a  fish,  and  leave  only  the  head  to  the  angler.  I 
have  known  of  his  taking  fish  up  to  61b.  weight 
thus  when  they  were  hooked,  and  the  curses  that 
were  launched  at  his  devoted  head  were  many  and 
deep.  He  fell  a  victim  himself  eventually,  I 
believe,  to  a  havildar,  or  sergeant  in  the  police, 
who  inveigled  him  into  taking  a  bait  about  21b.  in 
weight,  upon  what  was  practically  a  small  shark 
hook,  mounted  upon  stiff  wire,  and  he  weighed 
somewhere  about  651b. 

It  is  difficult  within  the  limits  of  a  short  paper 
to  enumerate  all  the  different  fish  that  can  be  got 
here,  and  to  specify  also  the  different  means  for 
"  sarcumventing  "  the  same,  but  to  your  angling 
readers  this  will  not  be  at  all  necessary.  Any 
man  who  is  a  keen  angler,  on  finding  himself  in 
such  a  place  will  most  certainly  very  soon  find 
out  for  himself  all  that  is  really  necessary,  and 
thereafter  his  innate  power  of  inventiveness  will 
lead  him  on  until  he  will  probably  become  a  great 
deal  more  expert  than  I  am,  and  will  know  more 
than  ever  I  can  hope  to  teach  him.  Of  the  fishing 
for  mullet  and  gar  fish  I  have  written  in  detail  on 
a  former  occasion,  so  will  not  refer  to  it.  It  is 
generally  only  necessary  to  give  hints,  &c.,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  any  mention  of  Port  Blair 
fifihing  would  be  complete  without  a  passing 
reference  to  the  atherine  (or  smelt)  fishing  that  is 
occasionally  to  be  obtained.  Whether  or  not  the 
fish  I  refer  to  are  true  smelt  I  know  not,  but  all  I 
know  is  that  they  are  very  like  them ;  and  also 
that,  as  a  change  from  the  heavy  coarse  fishing  I 
have  been  describing,  it  is  a  real  treat  to  turn 
away  at  times  from  the  large  sea  rod,  reel,  and 
lines — which  are  so  necessary  for  caranx,  bar- 
racouta,  seer  fish,  and  gobra — and  taking  down 
one's  10ft.  toy  to  go  down  and  have  a  turn  at 
something  smaller  and  more  delicate.  From  my 
own  personal  knowledge  there  is  only  one  place 
where  these  fish  are  to  be  had,  though  I  have  no 
doubt  that  there  are  many  other  quiet  nooks 
which  these  fish  affect ;  but  the  place  I  refer  to  is 
not  far  from  the  landing-plat;e  on  Aberdeen 
Island.  The  tide,  or  surf,  break  i  veiy  quietly  in 
there,  and  there  is  a  fringe  of  seui'--ui)iiiergt'd 
rocks  and  sand,  upon  which  the  way  lets  break, 
and  hpre  sometimes  the  smelt  are  to  be  found  in 
great  numbers.    I  need  to  use  the  soft  tail  part 


of  a  hermit  crab  for  bait,  a  two-hdok  Stewart 
tackle,  an  ordinary  trout  gut  cast,  and  cast  for 
them  as  one  would  do  when  clear  water  worming 
just  outside  where  the  line  of  foam — caused  by 
the  break  and  wash  of  the  tide — appeared,  and  if 
they  were  there  one  could  very  soon  fill  one's 
creel ;  and  they  were  excellent  for  the  table. 

Fred.  Ord.  Gadsden. 
(To  he  continued.) 


FLY  FISHING  IN  A  FAIR. 


London  fly  fishers  who  have  been  accustomed 
in  past  years  to  run  down  to  Eynsford  and  take  a 
day  on  the  much  whipped  waters  then  belonging 
to  the  Plough  (now,  alas !  no  more  open  to  the 
public  at  any  price),  will  be  apt  to  fancy  that  this 
article  refers  to  that  fishery.  The  title  certainly 
is  applicable  to  the  sort  of  sport  one  used  to 
enjoy  on  this  public — very  public — part  of  the 
Da  tenth. 

First  you  whipped  out  a  little  trout  from  the 
stream  into  the  road,  and  then  you  reversed  the 
process,  perhaps,  with  a  lady's  bonnet.  This  was 
at  least  possible. 

And  then  the  school  treats  held  in  the  river 
during  July  and  August,  and  the  great  variety 
and  abundance  of  the  children  always  in  the 
neighbourhood !  It  was  seldom  indeed  that  one 
could  cast  a  line  in  quiet,  though  I  must  say  that 
the  boys  who  were  throwing  stones  all  day  usually 
avoided  intentional  disturbance.  The  curious 
thing  was  that  trout  could  be  caught  in  spite  of 
all,  and  many  a  dozen  have  I  had  out  of  that 
little  bit  of  water  in  old  times. 

But  it  was  not  mainly  of  the  Darenth  that  I 
was  thinking  of  when  heading  these  jottings. 

There  is  another  little  river,  even  nearer  to  town, 
which  yields  similar  sport,  and  a  visit  which  I 
paid  to  it  the  other  evening  may  be  worth  a  brief 
description. 

Wild  horses  should  not  drag  from  me  the  name 
ot  the  village  through  which  this  stream  ripples 
and  dances,  for  it  is  only  by  favour  of  the  miller 
that  leave  can  be  obtained,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
compel  him  to  employ  a  secretary. 

After  showing  my  order  to  the  manager,  I 
etarted  in  the  little  mill  pool  with  a  Wickham 
and  a  Rf-d  Quill  Gnat;  and  before  long  found  two 
feeding  fish  in  an  eddy,  and  promptly  hooked  one 
with  the  Wickham.  Being  only  a  9in  fish,  I 
returned  it,  pitying  "his  youth  and  the  short 
time  he  had  enjoyed  the  vital  light  of  heaven." 

I  fear  he  took  advantage  of  my  clemency  to 
turn  informer,  for  it  was  long  before  1  had 
another  rise.  After  much  fruitless  casting  I 
looked  up,  and  found  myself  the  centre  of  attrac- 
tion for  half  the  village,  to  say  nothing  of  all  the 
passing  cj^clists. 

However,  the  spectators  were  quiet  enough, 
and,  though  standing  on  the  bridge  within  10yds., 
did  not  in  the  least  disturb  the  rising  fish.  Even 
when  a  waggon  and  two  or  three  horses  was  driven 
into  the  pool  and  round  and  round  it,  the  trout 
seemed  to  go  on  rising  just  the  same,  and  I  even 
rose  a  fish  within  a  yard  of  the  horses'  heels ;  and 
this  happened  repeatedly. 

For  an  hour  one  decrepit  animal  was  tethered 
to  a  post  in  the  water,  soaking  its  legs;  but 
nothing  seemed  to  stop  those  trout,  and  eventually 
I  caught  eight  of  them,  after  rising,  I  should  say, 
eighty,  and  hooking  a  lot  which  escaped — the  big 
one  among  them,  of  course.  The  Red  Quill  Gnat 
was  most  effective,  and  had  to  be  fished  dry;  but 
the  Wickhata  and  Alder  also  did  execution,  and 
also  the  Coachman  towards  his  own  time,  though 
1  had  to  leave  before  he  was  quite  due. 

The  boys  here  are  fairly  civilised,  and  when  it 
is  explained  to  them  that  if  they  stop  playing 
ducks  and  drakes  there  is  a  better  chance  of 
seeing  sport,  they  sometimes  do  so. 

Also  one  can  cast  from  the  mill  yard,  and  need 
not  endanger  the  hats  of  the  passing  lady  cyclists, 
though  a  little  carelessness  may  easily  end  in 
disaster. 

It  may  be  noted  by  anglers  having  perhaps  an 
hour  to  spare  in  some  country  place,  with  a  pre- 
served stream,  that  very  often  whipping  from  a 
bridge  is  tolerated,  if  not  openly  allowed ;  but  I 
believe  that  is  not  the  case  here.  The  stream  and 
pool  are  very  small,  and  do  not  afford  room  for 
more  than  one  rod  to  work  comfortably. 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 


DEEP  SEA  FISHING  IN  THE  SOUTE 
PACIFIC. 


I  HAVE  lately  received  a  very  interesting  letter 
from  a  nephew  of  mine,  Mr.  J.  Arthur  Shaw,  who 
has  for  many  years  resided  at  Savu  Savu,  one  of 
the  Fijian  group.  South  Pacific.  He  owns  that 
island,  with  its  cocoa  palms,  bananas,  and  bread- 
fruit tree  plantations.  In  the  slack  season,  when 
not  making  copra  and  palm  oil,  &c.,  he  indulges 
in  deep  sea  fishing,  or  fishing  among  the  coral 
reefs  and  at611s  of  this  group  of  the  Melanesian 
archipelago.  An  atoll  is  a  more  or  less  circular 
ring  of  coral,  enclosing  a  deep  water  lake  or 
lagoon,  communicating  with  the  outer  sea  by  a 
breach  in  the  coral  ring.  Some  are  of  large  size. 
Bow  atoU  is  thirty  miles  long  by  six  miles  broad, 
Rimsky  is  fifty-four  miles  long  by  twenty  across, 
Suadiva  is  forty-four  miles  by  thirty-four.  These 
at<511s  are  infested  by  sharks  of  large  size.  As 
Mr.  Shaw's  description  of  the  sport  to  be  had 
is  unique,  and  likely  to  be  interesting  to  English 
anglers,  I  feel  pleasure  in  giving  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  an  account  of  it,  supplemented 
with  some  extracts  from  that  excellent  work, 
"  Wild  Life  in  the  Southern  Suas." 

My  nephew  says :  "As  to  fishing,  there  is  any 
amount  of  it  to  be  had  round  these  islands.  Not 
much  science  is  needed,  as  the  fish  almost  hook 
themselves.  We  frequently  get  theni  up  to  1201b., 
and  at  times  much  heavier;  but  it  is  tremendons 
work  getting  them  to  the  boat  or  canoe  after  they 
are  hooked." 

Among  the  various  fish  of  the  South  Paaific 
which  are  caught  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Melanesian 
and  Polynesian  archipelagoes,  are  the  palu,  the 
tau-tau,  and  takuo.  All  are  semi-nocturnal  in 
their  habits,  and  feed  best  just  before  dawn,  or  an 
hour  or  two  before  sunset.  They  prey  on  flying- 
fish  which  swarm  about  the  coral  reefs ;  the 
islanders  catch  and  use  flying-fish  for  baits.  All 
three  kinds  of  fish  mentioned  are  sport  giving, 
and  appreciated  as  palatable  food.  The  tau  tau 
is  in  appearance  very  much  like  a  salmon,  except 
that  its  head  is  covered  with  hard  bony  plates, 
and  the  jaws  armed  with  large  serrated  teeth. 
The  palu  is  a  deep  water  inhabitant,  varying 
from  3t't.  to  sometimes  6ft.  in  length,  is  scaleless, 
but  covered  with  horny  projections  that  curve 
backwards.  The  takuo  is  a  species  of  albicore, 
and  is  frequently  caught  of  1201b.  and  upwards. 
There  is  another  fish  called  pala,  of  no  affinity  to 
the  palu,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  surface-swimming 
fish,  and  is  never  caught  at  night;  pala  attain  the 
length  of  7ft..  but  are  slender.  The  flesh  is 
coarse,  and  seldom  eaten,  even  by  the  natives  of 
the  islands ;  but  they  are  beautifully  coloured 
fish,  the  back  dark  blue,  and  sides  silver  grey, 
and  in  shape  like  mackerel.  The  head  is  com- 
posed of  bony  plates,  and  their  long  jaws  are  fitted 
with  terrible  teeth,  sharp  and  saw-like,  the  bite  of 
which  would  sever  a  man's  arm,  like  a  shark's. 
The  islanders  display  much  skill  when  fishing  for 
pala,  which  is  exciting  sport,  because  of  the 
immense  strength  of  even  a  moderately  sized  fish. 
The  tackle  used  is  a  four- plait  cord  made  of  cocoa- 
nut  fibre,  the  end  3ft.  of  which  is  bound  with  wire, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  fish's  teebh  severing  the 
line.  A  small  shark  hook  baited  with  a  flying- 
fish  is  towed  thirty  or  forty  yards  behind  the 
canoe.  One  man  attends  the  line,  while  four 
paddle  swiftly  along,  at  about  two  miles  from  the 
shore.  Bits  of  tijing-fisb  thrown  overboard 
occasionally  attract  the  pala,  and  soon  a  splash 
shows  that  one  is  following  astern,  and  devouring 
the  pieces  of  fish.  Another  splashing  swirl  still 
nearer,  and  the  fisherman  hauls  in  the  line  with 
both  his  hands,  while  the  paddlers  put  on  increased 
speed;  suddenly  the  line  tautens,  and  a 
tremendous  commotion  shows  that  the  palu  is 
hooked.  Then  the  paddlers  instantly  reverse 
their  positions,  and  face  the  other  way ;  the  bow 
of  the  canoe  has  become  the  stern,  the  man 
attending  the  line  takes  a  "  bend,"  or  "  tarn," 
with  it  round  a  thwart,  and  the  men  piddle 
at  top  speed  after  the  pala,  which  is  immeasely 
strong,  and  tows  the  canoe  along  a  mile 
or  two  before  it  is  exhau^ted,  and  got  near 
enough  for  a  bowline  noose  to  bd  slippei  over  its 
body.  The  strain  ceases,  th»  pala  is  pulled  near, 
but  it  has  only  rested  for  a  few  seconds,  and  away 
it  darts  again,  and  drags  the  canoe  and  its  occu- 
pHnts  at  terrific  speed  for  another  mile  or  so ;  the 
speed  decreases,  and  the  lino  is  hauled  in  vmtil  the 
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gleaming  body  of  the  fish  is  visible  ;  but  it  may 
yet  have  strength  enough  to  dive  down  under  the 
canoe,  and  perhaps  foul  the  outrigger  and  capsize 
the  crew.  At  last  the  big  fish  is  got  to  the  port 
side  of  the  canoe  so  as  to  avoid  the  outrigger, 
which  it  might  break  in  its  dying  "flurry";  the 
fisherman  deals  a  heavy  blow  with  a  club  on  its 
bony  head;  the  fish,  although  half  stunned,  is 
still  strong,  and  throws  itself  aloft,  to  fall  back  on 
the  water  with  a  resounding  smack ;  then  with  a 
last  short  struggle  is  hauled  alongside,  killed,  and 
towed  ashore,  if  its  length  is  such,  as  is  often  the 
case,  that  it  cannot  be  taken  into  the  canoe. 

The  clergyman  of  a  coast  village  in  South 
Cornwall  jumped  out  of  his  pulpit  one  Sunday 
evening,  and,  saying  to  his  congregation  "  start 
fair,"  raced  with  them  to  the  beach,  divesting  him- 
self of  his  vestments  on  the  way,  for  shoals  of 
pilchards  were  coming  into  the  bay.  Similarly 
my  nephew,  as  the  mission  bell  rang  for  evening 
prayers,  gathered  his  crews  together  with  their 
canoes  and  made  for  beyond  the  reefs,  where  was 
the  prospect  of  good  sport  among  the  flying-fish. 

On  one  side  of  each  canoe  a  bamboo  framework 
is  "  outrigged,"  on  which  is  placed  a  bundle  of 
torches  made  from  dried  leaves  of  the  cocoa-nut 
palm;  these  torches  are  from  6ft.  to  8ft.  in 
length,  and  are  quickly  made  by  the  women.  The 
crews  consist  of  five  men — two  to  paddle,  one  to 
steer,  one  the  torch  bearer,  and  the  other  to  use 
a  scoop  net  stretched  on  a  large  ring  of  cane, 
and  mounted  on  a  12ft.  pole.  Sometimes  a  score 
canoes  are  employed,  and  the  little  fleet  dash  over 
the  surf  on  the  reefs  into  the  deep  water  beyond. 

A  small  torch  made  of  resinous  fibre,  in  which 
gleams  a  spark  of  fire,  is  carried  to  ignite  the 
larger  torches  with ;  the  fleet  divides,  some  going 
to  the  south,  the  others  to  north  of  the  island. 
Eveiy  now  and  then  flying-fish  leap  out  of  the 
sea  and  skim  away  into  the  darkness,  to  fall  with 
a  splash  a  hundred  yards  away.  At  length  the 
order  is  quietly  given  to  "  Light  up  !  "  A  torch  is 
passed  amidship,  and  one  of  the  men  thrusts  the 
smaller  torch  into  the  end  of  the  big  one,  and 
blows  on  the  spark  till  it  bursts  into  flame ;  this 
is  done  in  the  other  canoes.  The  torch  bearers 
stand  up,  and  glares  of  red  light  illumine  the  sea  ; 
a  man  stands  in  the  bows  of  each  canoe  with  the 
scoop  net.  A  minute  more  and  the  fleet  is  among 
the  flying-fish  swarming  on  the  surface  of  the  sea, 
dazzled  by  the  blinding  light.  With  a  rapid  sweep 
of  the  net  the  man  scoops  the  fish  up,  gleaming  of 
burnished  silver  and  blue  ;  reversing  the  net  he 
tumbles  a  dozen  into  the  canoe,  where,  with 
quivering  tails  and  outstretched  fins,  they  expire. 

Splash,  splash,  and  the  netsmen  scoop  up  more 
fish  until  the  canoes  are  filled,  the  torches  have 
burnt  out,  and  the  sea  is  dark  again ;  then  the 
fleet,  merry  with  success,  make  for  the  island, 
where  the  wives  and  sweethearts  meet  them  and 
joia  in  congratulating  the  men  on  their  grand 
capture,  for  the  flying-fish  are  welcome  fare 
to  the  islanders,  even  the  white  population  eat 
them  with  relish,  for  the  fish  are  very  toothsome 
and  wholesome.  A  few  dozen  are  kept  as  baits  for 
tau-lau  and  tahuo  fishing,  which  I  shall  describe 
in  my  next  article.  Alfred  Jaedine. 

{To  he  continued.) 


NATURALLY  VENTILATING 
WATERPROOF  KIT  FOR  ANGLERS. 


MESSR.S.  BuRBBRRYS,  of  Basingstoke,  and  30, 
Haymarket,  have  sent  us  a  most  attractively 
illustrated  catalogue  of  their  latest  inventions 
and  designs  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  engage 
in  sports  and  outdoor  pastimes. 

We  can  strongly  recommend  the  goods  made  of 
the  patented  gabardine  combination  materials, 
in  which  the  outside  is  gabardine,  and  the  inside 
tweed  or  homespun. 

"  This  is  the  jjlan  of  uniting  gabardine  and  its 
advantages — strength,  thorn  and  rain  resistance 
— with  wool  and  its  advantages — warmth  and 
general  comfort — the  outer  texture  being  gabar- 
dine, the  wool  tweed  coming  next  the  body,  both 
fabrics  waterproofed. 

"  This  plan  of  making  establishes  gabardine  as 
a  weatherproof  material  in  advance  of  any  other 
form  of  mackintosh  or  raiLproof  cloth,  affording, 
as  it  does,  healthful  comlort  under  the  most 
varied  conditions  and  maintaining  the  normal 
heat  of  the  body,  whether  the  exercise  be  violent 


or  light.  Thus  the  essential  requirements  of 
sport  are  met,  and  one  may  start  in  the  morning 
with  the  weather  fine,  knowing  that  should  it 
change  and  the  rain  pour  down  later,  he  will  still 
be  as  comfortable  as  it  is  possible  to  be  under 
such  adverse  circumstances. 

"Proof  against  rain,  sleet,  snow,  thorns, 
brambles,  fish  hooks,  hot  or  cold  winds,  yet 
porous  as  ordinary  cloth,  and  therefore  naturally 
ventilating. 

"  It  is  essential  that  gabardine  should  be  made 
in  combination  in  all  cases  where  rainproofness  is 
the  primary  consideration ;  gabardine  unlined 
being  recommended  for  colonial  wear,  and  for 
shower-proof  garments  where  extreme  lightness 
is  a  necessity." 

Having  for  years  used  and  had  experience  of 
the  excellent  qualities  of  gabardine  for  all  kinds 
of  outdoor  sport,  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
recommending  anglers  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  it  to  send  to  Messrs.  Burberrys,  30,  Hay- 
market,  London,  for  their  new  catalogue. 


ANOTHER  PART  OF  THE  WANDLE 
THREATENED. 


We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  the  river  Wandle  is 
again  in  danger.  This  time  it  is  not  the  Croydon 
authorities  who  are  the  guilty  parties,  but  the 
village  of  Carshalton,  which  is  pouring  a  disin- 
fectant into  the  hitherto  pure  branch  of  the  river, 
which  rises  in  its  midst.  Within  the  last  ten  days 
nearly  all  the  yearling  fish  have  disappeared,  the 
older  ones  only  being  able  to  hold  out  against  the 
noxious  fluid. 

We  understand  that  steps  ar3  to  be  promptly 
taken  to  bring  the  offending  parties  to  book ; 
but  surely  it  is  the  business  of  the  Surrey  County 
Council  also  to  take  the  matter  up. 


A  BIG  PROJECTED  GAME  PRE- 
SERVE. 

The  Daily  Chronicle  says:  "A  nvimber  of 
sportsmen  in  Canada  have  in  contemplation  the 
establishment  of  what,  if  the  project  is  realised, 
will  certainly  be  the  largest  game  preserve  in  the 
world.  The  club,  which  will  bear  the  title  of  the 
Lake  St.  John  Limited  Privileged  Club,  will  have 
rights  to  the  fishing  and  hunting  in  30,000  square 
miles  of  territory,  and  the  outlay  on  the  preserve 
is  expected  to  be  about  a  quarter  of  a  million 
sterling.  Already  £80,000  has  been  spent  in 
acquiring  the  rights  of  most  of  the  trout  and  other 
fishing  waters  of  Lake  St.  John  and  its  tributary 
rivers  and  lakes,  as  well  as  in  erecting  hotels,  &c., 
which  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  club. 
Arrangements  are,  it  is  said,  also  being  made  with 
the  Government  of  the  province  of  Quebec  to 
secure  two  tracts,  each  a  thousand  square  miles 
in  extent,  for  game  parks  for  the  club.  These  are 
to  be  stocked  with  moose,  elk,  red  deer,  and 
caribou,  as  well  as  the  best  species  of  foreign  game 
birds,  which  live  under  similar  climatic  conditions 
to  those  of  Canada.  The  admission  fee  is 
expected  to  be  £100.  Many  prominent  Canadians 
and  Englishmen  are  interested  in  the  scheme." 


CONCERNING  SHALLOW  SWIMS 
AND  COLOUR  OF  RODS. 


No  one  would  believe  the  number  of  anglers  I 
have  seen  fishing  in  clear,  comparatively  shallow 
water,  when  every  movement  of  both  the  rod  and 
angler  could  be  distinctly  seen,  and  then  wonder 
why  they  were  not  successful.  When  one  considers 
that  even  such  fish  as  dace  will  rush  off  at  the 
sight  of  one,  whilst  our  old  friend  the  chub  will 
dart  out  of  sight  under  the  first  bush,  willow 
root,  hollow  bank,  bunch  of  weeds,  or  even  a  hole 
in  a  stone  wall,  I  think  it  strange  that  anyone 
calling  himself  a  fisherman  should  expect  to  catch 
fish  when  angling  with  a  highly  varnished,  white, 
glittering  rod,  constantly  moving  over  the  swim, 
and  the  shadow  from  some  of  these  long  for- 
midable rods  is  very  pronounced.  I  have  seen 
anglers  fishing  with  a  tight  line  in  bright,  spark- 
ling water,  not  more  than  2ft.  or  3ft.  in  depth, 
when  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  every 
fish  in  the  swim  could  see  every  movement  of 
both  rod  and  angler,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  on 
these  occasions  even  a  hungry  fish,  once  fairly 


frightened  in  the  manner  described,  would  be 
more  likely  to  refuse  a  bait  than  a  much  leas 
hungry  fish  when  offered  a  bait  where  he  could 
examine  and,  if  necessary,  test  the  lure  free  from 
danger  and  suspicion.  I  have  frequently  caught 
fish  in  shallows,  -^ft.  to  <Jft.  from  the  rod,  in  a 
discoloured  water,  where  one  would  stand  a  veiy 
poor  chance  of  taking  a  single  fish  in  the  same 
style  in  a  bright,  gin-fine  water.  A  novice  not  in 
the  know  might  fancy  there  would  be  no  difiiculty 
in  the  matter,  but  let  him  strike,  say,  a  chub  and 
play  it  to  the  net,  and  he  might  stay  there  until 
the  cows  come  home  before  he  could  catch 
another. 

On  innumerable  occasions  fishing  "  fine  and 
far  off"  is  excellent;  in  fact,  is  the  only  method 
one  can  adopt.  On  the  other  hand,  the  young 
angler  should  not  forget  that  there  are  certain 
bank  swims  easy  to  command  in  certain  rivers  in 
which  he  should  make  it  a  rule  to  catch  the  fisk 
nearest  to  him  first. 

After  hooking  and  playing  some  good  fish  a 
short  distance  from  the  bank,  and  thereby  dis- 
turbing the  swim,  the  fish  naturally  move  lower 
down  the  stream,  where  by  judicious  ground- 
baiting,  and  by  swimming  the  float  with  care  and 
caution,  he  can  often  try  for  them  with  success, 
and  so  catch  all  that  was  possible  within  a 
certain  distance  ;  but  with  respect  to  fishing  fine 
and  far  off  it  requires  considerable  skill  and 
practice  to  strike  a  fish  forty  or  more  yards  from 
the  bank.  With  several  anglers  that  I  have  seen 
it  has  been  a  case  of  attempting  the  impossible. 
Neither  the  rod,  reel,  or  line  were  adapted  for  the 
work ;  the  latter,  from  not  being  prepai'ed 
previously,  has  clung  to  the  rod  in  a  most 
provoking  manner.  Fish  after  fish  has  been 
missed,  because  the  strike  was  much  too  weak, 
and  often  did  not  even  reach  the  float,  let  alpne 
the  fish,  and  that  at  a  depth  ranging  from  6ft.  to 
7ft.,  and  even  more. 

If  these  clever  gentlemen  had  been  content  to 
catch  their  fish  in  a  run  down  of  20yds.  they 
would  probably  have  been  more  successful. 
They  would  have  struck  with  better  effect,  and 
certainly  have  avoided  the  nuisance  of  the  line 
constantly  clinging  to  the  rod. 

By  keeping  a  good  backward  pressure  on  the 
float  it  can  be  kept  straight  in  a  line  with  the  rod 
top,  the  bait  kept  well  in  front  of  the  tackle,  and 
the  fish  given  a  better  chance  of  taking  the  lure. 

Some  distance  before  the  float  had  travelled 
40yds.  it  had  gone  off  at  a  tangent ;  in  other 
words,  all  command  over  it  had  ceased,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  slack  line  had  sometimes 
to  be  struck  up,  thereby  greatly  impeding  the 
force  of  the  stroke,  and  the  line  did  not  make  the; 
water  hiss.  I  may  just  mention  for  the  benefit  of. 
the  novice  that  one  angler  can,  and  will,  often 
make  a  run  down  of  20jds.  last  as  long  again  as 
another  angler  will  a  swim  of  40jds.,  simply  by 
allowing  the  float  to  creep,  instead  of  cut  through: 
the  water  like  a  thing  of  life ;  and  I  have  an  idea 
that  the  former  method  holds  out  more  hope  and" 
expectation  of  success;  but  this  maybe  a  mere 
fancy.  At  any  rate,  for  more  reasons  than  one  I 
am  rather  partial  to  putting  plenty  of  pressure  on 
the  float ;  it  gives  any  fish  inclined  to  feed  time 
'to  take  the  lure,  keeps  the  tackle  well  slanted, 
and  it  is  capital  practice  for  beginners.  Harking 
back  to  the  colour  of  rods,  these  highly-varnished, 
white,  glittering  roach  poles,  although  they  look  so 
pretty,  are  an  abomination,  more  especially  when 
manipulated  even  in  the  most  scientific  and 
skilful  manner  over  clear  and  shallow  swims. 
All  the  science  does  not  prevent  the  weapon 
flashing,  nor  the  skill  allay  the  fear  of  the  fish ; 
and  consequently  they  bolt,  and  the  angler  is  left 
alone  in  all  his  glory,  often  without  being  any  the 
wiser. 

I  recollect  perfectly  well  Bailey,  of  Notting- 
ham, making  me  a  rod,  nicely  tapered,  strong, 
and  lissom,  three  joints  of  which  were  perfectly 
black,  and  the  top  joint  the  colour  of  an  ordinary 
fly  top,  whilst  an  old  relative  of  mine  always 
used  rods  painted  green  from  end  to  end,  and 
would  use  no  other  colour.  On  asking  him  the 
reason  he  would  reply :  "  What  colour  are  the 
rushes  near  which  you  often  fish,  the  grass  on 
which  you  sit  or  stand,  and  several  weeds  through 
which  the  fish  roam  "  "  Why,  green,  of  course." 
"  Very  well,  that  is  the  reason  why  I  use  a  rod 
painted  green.  And  do  you  suppose,  young 
gentleman,"  he  would  say,  "  that  the  heron  would 
be  such  a  successful  angler  if  it  were  the  colour 
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of  a  flamingo ?  "  "I  suppose  not,  sir."  "  You 
suppose ;  why  it  would  frighten  every  fish  in  the 
place." 

After  all  who,  may  I  ask,  absolutely  knows 
that  a  rod  painted  green  from  end  to  end  may 
not  be  as  bad  as  the  worst  flashing  fly  rod,  or  a 
highly-varnished,  white,  glittering  roach  rod  ? 

Old  Angleb. 


BOSTONIAN  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
It  was,  as  usual,  for  the  good  old  ciuse  that  the 
membera  of  the  Bostonian  Pishing  Club  met  at  their  head- 
quarters on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  May  17,  to  afslst 
th9  fund  being  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  the  late  Mr.  Harry  Patman,  a  raspected  and 
now  lamented  Irjther  of  the  rod,  who  himself  in  life  was 
foremost  in  every  philanthropic  movement.    At  first  it 
had  bsen  proposed  to  have  a  subscription  list,  but 
eventually  that  good  and  proved  trio,  Messrs.  Taylor, 
Ward ,  and  Jones,  offered  their  services  with  a  lantern  soiree. 
Although  a  series  of  pictures  had  only  recently  been 
shewn,  these  before-mentioned  princes  of  the  magic  art 
drew  on  their  treasury  of  many  past  seasons,  and  produced 
a  dazzling  array  of  scenes  w  hich  met  with  an  enthusiastic 
reception  alike  from  the  home  birds  and  the  visitors. 
Music  goes  well  with  every  art,  but  not  every  art  can  com- 
mand the  services  of  suc'i  music  as  was  happily  at 
the  0x11  of  the   founders  of   this  feast.    It   is  not 
every  day,  for  instance,  that  a  gold  medallist  oin  be 
expected  to  chirm  at   such  an  unpretending  affair ; 
but  Mr.  Bert  Jones  (violin),  the  indefatigable  Mr.  Alf 
Jones  ('cello),  the  picoloist  known  as  the  great  C.  B.,  and 
Mr.  (Jpton,  at  the  piano,  supplied  a  no  mean  share  in  the 
pleasure  of  the  evening.  The  chairman,  Mr.  Joe  Jennings, 
who  is  always  to  the  fore  in  the  manly  work  of  bene- 
volence, was  not  licking  in  appreciating  and  explaining  the 
various  phases  of  life  presented  on  the  screen — he  knew 
every  detail,  and  could  do  so — lock,  stock,  and  barrel, 
especially  the  lock.    Tha  songs  of  the  evening,  as  usual, 
lifted  to  a  nicety  the  subjects  illustrated.    When  the  con- 
tribution box  was  opened  it  showed  a  cash  total  of  £6. 


GREAT  YARMOUTH  PISCATORIAL 
SOCIETY. 

The  members  of  this  well-known  club  met  for  their 
annual  dinner  recently  at  the  Bath  Hotel.  The  mayor 
made  an  ideal  chairman,  his  quips  and  jokes  continually 
adding  to  the  merriment.  Amongst  those  present  were 
Mepsrs.  C.  G.  Baker  (the  chairman),  H.  R.  Atkins  (vice- 
chairmm),  L.  P.  Garrett  (hon.  treasurer),  W.  Kirby  (hon. 
secretary),  T.  Green,  Harry  Moore,  J.  Ellis,  J,  H. 
Fortesoue,  G.  Sill,  F,  Allen,  A.  C.  Bradshaw,  L.  B. 
Garrett,  E.  W.  Buckingham,  G.  H.  L.  Blike,  C.  Pitcher, 
W.  C.  Steward,  C.  Rowland,  J.  A.Williams,  M.  Simpson, 
A.  E.  Bond,  S.  Allen,  A.  Pank,  E.  Hayden,  A.  Beevor, 
W.  H.  Draper,  W.  Staff,  R.  H.  Tooley,  P.  Search,  W. 
Harwood,  J.  Read,  S.  Hassall,  P.  Muskett,  C.  Ellis,  G. 
Sherman,  A.  Ellis,  R.  Beazor,  A.  T.  Dawson,  R.  Mould, 
C.  H.  HarrieoD,  B.  B.  Freeman,  W.  Marjoram,  A.  J. 
Penny,  R.  B.  Thompson,  T.  Shreeve,  S.  Grajstone,  J. 
Steel,  J.  Brett,  R.  Taylor,  J.  Buck,  H.  Freeman,  J. 
Blanchflower,  J.  English,  Capt.  Darnell,  G.  Hughes,  T. 
Royal,  and  others.  The  menu  and  programme  were  set 
forth  in  a  manner  exclusive  to  the  G.Y.P.S. 

After  the  discussion  of  the  toothsome  edibles,  served  up 
by  Mr.  Foulsham,  the  company  abandoned  themselves  to 
toast  and  song,  the  post  prandial  proceedings  of  ODuree 
opening  with  the  "  Queen." 

Mr.  Stewart  proposed  the  "Mayor,"  which  toast  was 
received  with  musical  honours. 

The  Mayor  said  that  if  there  was  one  thing  calculated 
to  take  away  one's  breath,  it  was  very  conspicuous  kind- 
ness. He  had  known  such  acts  to  bring  tears  into  a 
person's  eyes.  They  did  not  have  that  effect  on  him  as  a 
rule,  but  rather  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  speech.  He 
very  thoroughly  appreciated  the  kind  and  generous  way 
they  had  received  the  toast.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  town  was  fortunate  in  having  him  as  mayor,  but  he 
really  did  love  the  old  town,  because  he  was  greatly 
indebted  to  it.  When  he  was  a  medical  student  he  was 
such  a  miserable  figure  that  they  called  him  "  The 
Spectre,"  but  twenty  years  of  hard  work,  prosperity,  and 
happiness  in  Yarmouth  had  altered  all,  and  tliey  called 
him  "  The  Spectre  "  no  longer. 

"  Success  to  the  Piscatorial  Society"  was  the  toast  of 
the  evening,  his  Worship,  in  a  very  witty  speech,  con. 
gratulating  the  membars  on  the  proud  pDsition  they 
continued  to  hold  in  the  angling  world. 
Mr.  G.  H.  L.  Blake  ably  responded. 
Mr.  0.  G.  Baker  proposed  the  health  of  the  treasurer, 
Mr.  L.  P.  Garrett,  and  said  that  that  gentleman  had  held 
that  post  for  some  eight  years,  and  they  had  found  in  him 
a  very  capable  and  efficient  officer.  He  had  looked  well 
after  their  financial  matters  and  had  not  allowed  eight-, 
pence  to  stray  in  the  wrong  direction,  and  that  was  a  great 
thing  to  say  of  any  man.  His  books  were  a  model  and 
very  easily  understood.  He  had  given  no  trouble  to  the 
auditors,  but  had  carried  out  his  duties  in  an  able  manner. 
In  fact  ttey  had  been  very  happy  in  their  treasurer,  and 
felt  they  hid  in  Mr.  Garrett  a  capable  mim.  But  as  time 
rolled  on  Mr.  Garrett  found  it  necessary  for  bueiuess 
parposes  to  move  nearer  London.  On  leaving  the  society 
he  was  presented  with  a  handsome  testimonial,  subscribed 
by  the  members,  in  the  form  of  a  pair  of  pictures  painted 
by  Mr.  0.  11.  ll  rrrison^  in  his  best  style,  and  handsomely 
framed,  one  being  a  pieoe  of  Fritton  Lake  and  the  other 
Potter  Hei^bam. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Garrett  suitably  replied.  He  said  his  office 
had  always  been  a  pleasant  one,  and  he  had  had  no  dilfi. 


oulty  in  inducing  the  members  to  think  in  the  same  way 
as  he  did. 

A  pleasant  interlude  was  the  presentation  by  the  mayor 
of  the  prizes  won  during  the  year. 

The  remaining  toasts  were  "  The  Visitors,"  proposed  by 
Mr.  H.  R.  Atkins,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  E.  Hajden, 
and  the  "  Host." 

The  music  il  programme  was  of  excsptional  attractive- 
ness. Mr.  W.  Baldwin  sang  some  delightful  bass  songs, 
and  also  collaborated  successfully  with  Mr.  Ernest  Collin- 
Bon,  whose  sympathetic  and  tasteful  singing  was  also 
heard  with  unaistakeable  enjoyment.  Mr.  Sam  Allen 
was  anotherpopular  contributor,  while  Mr.  George  Jenka 
and  Mr.  Haines  Read  maintained  the  continuity  of  variety 
with  admirable  effect;  and  Mr.  C.  B.  Diver  received  a 
warm  encore  for  his  violin  solo.  An  excellent  gramophone 
was  manipulated  by  Mr.  W.  Shearman,  and  it  only 
remains  for  us  to  say  that  the  accompanying  was  in  the 
efficient  hands  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Hunn,  to  tihow  that  ia  every 
sense  the  programme  was  perfectly  ordered  and  psrfectly 
carried  out. 


WYE  BOARD  OF  CONSERVATORS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  CoEservators  of  the  Wye 
Fishery  District  was  held  recently  at  the  Shirehall, 
Hereford.  Mr.  J.  Hotchkis  (vice-chairman)  presided,  and 
there  were  also  present  Sir  George  Cornewall,  Mr.  0.  P. 
Evans,  Mr.  A.  Batiiscombe,  Mr.  Hope,  Rev.  F.  J.  Aldrich 
Blake,  Mr.  H.  C.  Moffatt,  Mr.  J.  A.  Miller,  Mr.  T. 
Miller,  Mr.  D.  Miller  (Chepstow),  Mr.  D.  Miller  (Llan- 
dogo),  Mr.  R.  Lewis  Lloyd,  Mr.  H.  Haywood,  Col.  Davies, 
Mr.  G.  Seys,  Mr.  J.  F.  Symonds,  Mr.  M.  K.  M.  Power, 
Col.  W.  J.  Thomas,  Mr.  A.  G.  Vaughan,  Col.  Curre,  Mr. 
W.  Hughes,  and  Mr.  Evan  Owen  (clerk).  It  is  quite 
impossible  in  the  space  at  our  disposal  to  give  anything 
approaching  to  a  detailed  account  of  the  vast  amount  cf 
business  that  was  transacted,  but  in  brief  : 

The  chairman,  in  feeling  terms,  spoke  of  the  loss  the 
society  had  sustained  in  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort, 
who  for  nineteen  years  had  been  their  chairman  ;  and  the 
present  Duke  of  Beaufort  was  unanimously  elected  chair- 
man, and  Mr.  Hotchkis  vice-chairman  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  clerk  produced  the  series  of  questions  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  with  reference  to  the  salmon  and  fresh- 
water fisheries  within  the  district;  and  the  replies  thereto. 
From  these  it  appeared  that  the  take  of  salmon  during  last 
year  was  below  the  average  throughout  the  district.  No 
salmon  disease  was  reported.  The  licenses  issued  for 
instruments  numbared  1,455,  which  brought  in  a  revenue 
of  £285 ;  and  the  licenses  used  for  rod  and  line  numbered 
192  for  salmon,  bringing  in  a  revenue  of  £I8G  lOs.,  and 
3,391  for  trout,  bringing  in  a  revenue  of  £1(39  143. 

The  chairman  then  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  board  the  time  has  arrived 
when  a  Royal  Commission  should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  salmon  and  trout  fisheries  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  into  the  working  of  the  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fishery  Acts,  1861  to  1896."  He  said  every 
member  of  that  board  would  allow  that  the  fisheries  had 
decreased  in  the  take  of  fish  very  considerably,  especially 
in  the  river  Wye.  However,  he  did  not  only  bass  his 
request  for  a  Royal  Commission  upon  statistics  of  that 
river  alone,  but  he  took  the  returns  which  were  given 
them  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  for  the 
whola  of  England  and  Wales  from  188C  to  1896,  and 
what  he  found  was  this — that  from  1886  up  to  1896,  taking 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  there  were  only  four 
years  in  which  the  take  of  fish  was  above  the  average. 
There  were  only  two  years  in  which  the  take  of  fish  was 
about  the  average,  and  there  were  five  years  in  which  the 
take  of  fish  was  below  the  average.  With  regard  to  the 
Wye  itself  it  was  a  still  more  serious  matter. 

A  long  discussion  ensued,  and  the  question  of  pollution 
was  also  brought  forward. 

The  quantity  of  coarse  fish,  and  bow  to  net  them  out  of 
their  waters ;  the  question  of  water  bailiffs,  and  other 
matters  were  lengthily  and  animatedly  discussed,  and  a 
very  busy  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close. 


YARE  AND  BURE  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  forty-second  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society 
took  placa  recently  at  the  Maid's  Heal  Hotel,  Norwich, 
when  there  was  a  very  full  attendance  of  members  and 
friends.  The  dinner  was  splendidly  served  by  Mr.  H.  L. 
Clark,  and  during  the  dessert  the  usual  toast  list  was 
proceeded  with. 

The  president  (Major  Jary)  having  given  "  The  Queen," 
and  "The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  and  rest  of  the 
Royal  Family,"  in  felicitous  terms,  propoajd  "The 
Army,  Navy,  and  Reserve  Forces,"  and  said  that  writers 
in  certain  newspapers  had  complained  of  what  Gen. 
Gatacre  said  at  a  recent  dinner  in  Norwich  as  to  the 
desirability  of  cultivating  a  military  spirit  in  this  country. 
But  the  general  was  right.  It  was  no  use  bringing  up  boys 
to  be  milksops,  for  there  was  no  knowing  how  soon  Great 
Britain  might  have  to  fight  to  retain  her  possessions. 
Lieut.  G.  B.  Kennett  responded  to  the  toast. 
Mr.  G.  Hustler  Tuck,  in  a  humorous  speech,  proposed 
"the  Mayor,  Sheriff,  and  Corporation,"  and  said  he  was 
afraid  the  c  )unty  would  be  very  badly  off  if  it  had  not  the 
city  in  its  midst.  He  commented  jocosely  on  the  way  in 
which  the  c orporation  effected  improvements  iu  the  city, 
but  remarked  that  the  authorities  were  to  be  congratulated 
on  having  nearly  reached  the  completion  of  their  sewage 
scheme,  one  result  of  which  would,  he  hoped,  be  that  no 
more  of  the  drainage  would  flow  into  the  river.  With  the 
toast  he  coupled  ihi  health  of  the  Sheriff. 

The  Sheriff,  in  the  coarse  of  a  brief  response,  said  that 
Mr,  Tuck  had  made  some  rather  aiustic  remarks  upon  the 


action  of  the  Corporation  in  various  matters,  but  as  he 
was  not  a  member  of  that  body  he  was  not  responsible  for 
what  had  taken  placj.  He  believed,  however,  that  the 
Corporation  had  done  their  best  in  the  interests  of  the 
citizens,  and  with  the  new  technical  schools,  the  improve- 
ments that  were  being  made  in  the  streets,  and  the  better 
provision  that  was  being  made  for  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes,  he  thought  the  old  city  would  bear 
favourable  comparison  with  any  other  of  its  size  in  the 
kingdom. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Colman  next  proposed  "The  Yare  and  Bare 
Preservation  S.  ciety  and  the  Health  of  the  President." 
He  applauded  the  work  done  by  the  society  in  preserving 
the  rivers  bo  as  to  provide  sport,  not  only  for  the  citizens, 
but  for  visitors  from  a  distance,  and  said  that  the  Bime 
idea  was  being  carried  out  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
for  they  were  endeavouring  to  re-introduce  salmon  fishing 
into  the  Thames.  He  trtsted  thit  the  purification  of  the 
Norwich  river  would  lead  to  the  production  of  more  fish, 
so  as  to  enhatcs  the  opportunities  of  sport,  and  coupled 
the  name  of  Major  Jary  with  the  toast. 

The  President,  in  response,  said  he  feared  that  the 
sutplyof  fish  in  the  East  Anglian  rivers  was  decreasing 
in  quantity,  and  various  reasons  were  advanced  for  this 
result.  Of  course  if  they  were  constantly  taking  the  fish 
from  the  rivers  in  large  quantities  there  would  not  be  so 
many  left,  but  one  of  the  causes  urged  for  the  depletion 
was  the  influx  of  salt  water.  They  had" importations  of 
many  things  from  Germany,  and  now  they  hjd  the 
German  Ocean.  It  was  said  that  Germany  was  a  pro- 
gressive country,  and  go  it  seemed,  if,  as  was  stated, 
the  German  Ocean  invaded  our  rivers.  Ab  to  the 
sewage  that  Norwich  deposited  in  the  river,  he  had 
heard  it  said  that  this  fattened  the  fish,  and  he 
really  did  net  know  how  they  would  get  on  when 
it  was  removed  from  the  stream.  He  appreciated 
the  honour  that  had  been  conferred  upon  him  in  his  election 
as  president  of  the  society,  and  in  recognition  of  it  he 
iavi'ed  the  members  to  fish  upon  his  broads  during  his 
year  of  office.  With  regard  to  visitors  from  a  distance, 
he  found  that  they  were  not  excsssive  in  their  display  of 
gratitude,  for  he  understood  that  last  yeir  only  about 
18j.  9Jd.  was  contributed  by  them  ia  return  for  the  sport 
that  the  scclety  provided,  and  if  they  would  leave  their 
guns  at  home  he  would  be  much  obliged  t  o  them. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Chamberlin  proposed  the  health  of  the 
"  Visitors,"  and  Mr.  W.  Warner  Cook  ably  responded. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Morgan  proposed  the  "  Hon.  Treasurer  iMr. 
Geoffrey  F.  Buxton)  and  Hon.  Solicitor  (Mr.  J.  C. 
Chittock),"  and  expressed  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  society 
to  those  gentlemen  for  their  servicss.  The  toast  was  very 
cordially  received. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Chamberlin  propoEel  the  "  Secretaries,"  and 
said  that  both  Mr.  Greene  and  Mr.  Rudd  were  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  fishermen.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Greene,  in  reply,  said  that  this  was  the  twenty- 
ninth  consecutive  occasion  on  which  he  hid  responded  to 
this  toast.  The  society  had  lost  many  friends  of  late  by 
death,  and  he  would  like  to  see  more  members  come 
forward  to  take  their  places,  as  there  was  a  difficulty  in 
making  both  ends  meet.  It  was  true  that  the  society 
had  a  balance  at  the  bank  of  £100,  but  they  did  not 
know  how  soon  they  would  require  this  to  oppose  some 
bill  that  might  be  brought  forward  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  which  would  be  inimical  to  their  interests. 
They  had  beaten  Mr.  Mnndella  on  one  occasion — (hear, 
hear) — and  a  similar  batt'e  might  have  to  be  fought 
again.  Mr.  Greene  also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
when  the  Bure  Society  was  receieved  into  the  Yare  Pre- 
servation Society,  it  involved  the  latter  in  an  expenditure 
of  £60. 

M.  A.  J.  Rudd  also  responded,  and  read  letters  of 
apology  for  absence  from  several  prominent  gentlemen. 


A  MENACE  TO  LONDON. 
The  report  of  the  Hydrographjr  to  the  Admiralty 
reveals  the  fact  tint  a  hitherto  unsuspected  risk  menaces 
London.  This  is  nothing  less  than  the  silting  up  of  the 
Thames  estuary.  In  less  than  twenty  years  the  chief 
channel  has  decreased  in  width  from  one  and  a  half  miles 
to  half  a  mile,  and,  adds  the  Hydrographer's  report,  "  the 
operations  of  nature  in  the  estuary  are  far  too  great  to  ba 
controlled  by  works." 

In  the  twentieth  century  we  are  confronted  by  the 
cheerful  possibility  that  London  will  be  another  Sandwich 
or  Winchelsea,  so  far  as  shipping  is  concerned.  The 
thought  that  even  the  Thames,  our  old  familiar  friend,  is 
slowly  but  surely  being  taken  from  us  by  the  steady  and 
continued  aggression  o:  alluviil  deposit,  is  such  as  to 
warrant  the  darkest  forebodings  as  to  our  future. 

One  remedy  is  to  siop  the  base  uses  to  which  the  river 
is  put  by  a  large  part  of  the  riparian  population  as  a  con- 
venient dumping-place  for  rubbish.  Father  Thames  must 
flow  to  the  sea  unencumbered  with  the  dead  dogs,  river- 
side garbage,  ashes,  and  sewage  which  he  at  present  is 
compelled  to  receive  into  his  none-too-capicious  bosom. 
Another  remedy  would  be  to  undo  the  drainage  work  of 
the  last  twenty  years  in  the  liver  basin,  which  results  in 
heavy  floods,  bringing  down  a  large  deposit  of  tilt. — Daily 
Mail. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  holiday  programme  has  met  with 
tremendous  success,  and  is  t)  be  repeated  daily  next  week. 
On  Tuesday  next,  in  the  St.  Stephen's  Great  Ball  (adjoin- 
ing Royal  Aquarium),  a  great  International  Chess  Cougress 
will  commence,  and  continue  until  the  middle  of  .)uly. 
Play  will  take  place  daily  from  12  until  4.30  p.m.,  and 
from  0.30  to  10.30  p.m.  The  congress  is  organised  by  the 
British  Chess  Club,  and  is  under  most  distinguished 
patronage.   £2000  is  to  be  given  in  prizes. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thaiaes.— General  Remarks — Whit  Mon- 
day las  always  been  the  startiug  point  of  the  would-ba 
anglers  of  the  Thames  who  know  nuthing  of  the  bye-laws 
of  the  river  nor  the  seasons  and  sizes  of  the  fish,  and  were 
al  vays  disappoint fd,  after  their  investment  in  fishing 
tactle,  when  they  were  warned  against  using  it  by  the 
river  keepers.  I  always  regarded  it  as  a  portion  of  my 
duty  to  astijt  the  officials  at  that  time,  and  never  found  it 
an  unpleasant  or  di- agreeable  work.  I  will  say  tliis  much 
for  the  would-ba  anglers  who,  though  under  a  feeling  of 
disippointmeut,  were  always  ready  to  give  np  t'ae  pursuit, 
as  it  was  done  in  perfect  i^jnorance  and  with  no  intention 
of  violating  the  law.  During  my  forty  years'  work  on  the 
rivcr  I  never  gave  the  anglers  occasion  to  offer  me  any 
abuse,  as  I  always  cultJvated  the  advantage  I  had  acquired 
of  possessing  a  polite  and  courteous  education,  which 
citried  me  through  every  difficulty,  and  it  is  a  very  useful 
lesson  for  others  to  learn  who  have  shown  the  want  of  it. 
I  am  very  glad  to  noticB  in  last  week's  Fishiiig  Gazette  an 
effort  is  being  made  to  give  a  further  appreciati  on,  or 
addition,  to  the  valuable  and  praiaeworihy  services  that  have 
been  so  ably  and  willingly  given  by  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams 
for  the  benefit  of  angling  and  anglers,  with  special 
referencs  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  I  can  very 
well  remember  the  time  when  he  was  most  desirous  of 
working  for  the  T.A.P.S.  in  asking  for  a  deputation,  and 
of  getting  up  a  competition  in  the  lower  Thames.  The 
feeling  of  the  committee  was  that  he  was  living  too  great 
a  Qi:tacc9  from  their  portion  of  the  river  to  be  able  to  d) 
anything  for  it,  and,  as  regards  the  competition,  it  will  be 
remembered  by  some  that  such  competitions  did  exist  in 
connection  with  the  clubs  on  a  Sunday  at  Penton  Hook, 
and  great  complaints  were  made  of  the  quiet  and  peaceful 
character  of  the  locality  being  disturbed  by  the  van  loads 
of  competitors  that  came  down  and  took  possession  of  th9 
river.  The  committee  were  of  opinion  it  would  do  them 
more  harm  than  good,  and  therefore  could  not  entertain 
it.  They  folly  appreciated  the  kind  offer  of  Mr.  Abrahams, 
and  regretted  their  inability  to  meet  his  wishes.  I  hopa 
the  present  movement  will  be  a  successful  one,  and  some 
of  the  members  of  the  T.A.P.S.  will  support  it,  as,  from 
what  I  have  stated,  he  had  evidenced  a  willingness  to  dj 
Bomething  for  it. — B. 

 (Oozing). — A  gentleman  took  a  trout  at  Cleeve  on 

Tuesday,  weighing  31b.  13oz. — H.  J.  Gardiner. 

 (Hampton  Court).— Wil  iim  Milboume  writes  : 

"  Mr.  George  Woods,  of  East  Molesey,  during  the  last 
week  has  creeled  three  trout  at  the  weir,  weighing 
respectively  ojlb.,  .3J'.b.,  and  21b.  The  water  is  in  good 
condition  and  the  fish  well  on  the  feed.  There  are  more 
trout  at  Hampton  Court  this  year  than  I  have  seen  for  the 
last  ten  years.  The  only  anglers  I  have  seen  are  those 
fishir  g  in  private  boats,  and  the  professional  men  have  not 
got  anything  to  do,  as  no  one  comes  to  go  out  with 
them."— B. 

^—  (Hampton  Wick.).  —  Head  river  keeper, 
W.  Douglas,  reports  he  had  heard  of  a  trout  having  been 
(aken  at  Sunbury,  bat  on  inquiry  there  nothing  was 
known.  The  trout  are  well  on  the  move  in  different 
portions  of  the  river.  The  greater  portion  of  gudgeon 
hive  spawned,  and  the  river  in  good  condition  for 
fishing. — B. 

  (Shepperton),— George  Eose^vell  has  succeeded 

in  adding  another  brace  of  trout  to  his  list,  one  of  the 
tish,  weighing  3|lb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Robert  Smith  ;  and  the 
other,  weighing  Tilb.,  by  Mr.  Henry  Hills.  On  Wedries  Jay 
Mr.  C.  B.  Sells,  of  Gaildford,  fishing  in  the  Tumbling 
Bay,  creeled  a  lovely  trout  of  71b.  l  oz.,  measuring  21  inches 
in  length  and  10  inches  in  the  girth,  and,  being  landed  on 
the  Queen's  birthday,  my  kind  informant  rightly  describes 
it  as  tiis  "  tint,  Vicxiriin  trout  " — B. 

.ftncholme  District. — The  weather  remains  in  a 
very  unsettled  state,  bat  as  it  is  much  warmer  the  ondi- 
tions  are  not  altogether  unfavourable  for  trout  fishir^g 
for  those  who  do  not  mind  a  shower  or  two.  The  Alder 
fly  has  been  on  in  full  force  for  about  ten  days,  and  the 
Black  Gnat  is  on  in  limited  numbers,  which  will  be  aug- 
mented probably  to  myriads  in  a  few  days.  By  the  time 
tlia  is  in  type  we  shall  doubtless  have  a  few  Hawthorns. 
There  are  not,  as  yet,  many  Dnns.  The  Freckled  Dun, 
which  is  a  fine  fly,  is  in  ev'dence,  and  so  is  the  Checkwing. 
The  angler  cannot  get  wrong  with  any  of  the  above,  bat 
he  may  also  add  the  March  Brown  and  Cowdnng  to  select 
from.  I  have  not  yet  seen  the  Green  Drake ;  flies  are  late 
this  year. — Thomas  Fort)  (Caiator). 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.,  East  Oloucestersbire.— A  large 
number  of  trout  fithers  have  been  out  on  Gloucestershire 
streams  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  and  in  some 
instances  good  sport  has  been  bad  both  on  hotel  and  private 
waters.  May  l"ly  has  been  up  in  some  parts,  but  not 
generally  as  yet.  Alder  and  Yellow  Dun  being  the  killing 
fly,  as  well  as  Red  and  Sherry  Spinner.  Cold  rain  and 
rough  weather  has  checked  rise  of  May  Fly  very  much. 
Saw  Capt.  Bartholomew  bring  in  a  nice  leash  of  trout  at 
the  Swan,  at  Bibnry,  on  Tuesday.  The  Duke  of  Leeds  has 
been  having  fair  sport  cn  the  Williamstrip  water.  Mr. 
Yeates  has  been  fishing  the  Bibnry  Court  and  Swan  waters. 
Drake  will  be  full  on  abont  June  1. — Pan. 

Corniah  Strtams.— The  grand  rain  of  last  week  and 
th'g  has  lirought  rivers  up  to  a  capital  level,  and  some  very 
good  bifketa  cf  trcnt  have  been  made.  One  rod,  fishing 
the  Camel,  got  seventeen  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing 
lib.  0.,z.  Other  rods  on  the  same  river  got  from  thirty  to 
forty  at  a  single  catf  h.  Mr.  Jago  got  a  basket  of  01b.  On 
the  De  lyank  stream,  Mr.  Reffell,  staying  at;  Glen  View, 
St.  Breward,  near  Bodmin,  got  thirty-six  trout|with  Coch- 
y-Bondhn  and  March  Brown.  The  local  papera  report  a 
trout  of  nearly  31b,,  canght  in  the  neighbourhood  of 


Launceston.  Peal  are  b?ginning  to  run,  and  anglers  of 
the  Fowey  are  trying  daily  for  these  fish.  The  Fowey  is 
rather  earlii-r  than  the  Camel  for  peal,  but  below 
Nanitallon,  in  the  latter  river,  there  should  be  sport  daring 
the  coming  week,  especially  after  this  fpriog  tide. — 
Bodmin. 

Dareuth  (Horton  Kirby,  South  Darenth,  &o.)  — 

Very  poor  sport  was  the  rule  on  Bank  Holiday,  the  day 
being  generally  unfavourable.  Several  anglers  that  I  met 
had  t cored  blanks,  and  reported  no  rise  on,  and  only  an 
occasional  Jenny  Spinner  vit-ible.  By  good  luck  1  got  two 
fish  during  a  brief  rise  in  the  morning.  Both  took  ih^ 
Olive  dry.  One,  being  a  rainbow,  I  returned.  The  other 
was  a  nice  bright  fish  of  i\h  ,  and  gave  good  sport.  The 
water  is  now  higher,  and  the  rain  falling  to-day  may 
bring  a  little  fresh.— J.  P.  T. 

i  art  (Totnes  and  Oistiriot). — A  good  number  of 
salmon  hive  been  killed  by  the  nets  lat-ly,  hauls  at  the 
weir  running  up  to  a  dozen,  whiht  lower  down  some  fair 
catches  have  resulted.  On  Mondiy,  however,  Mr.  W. 
Holmes,  an  experienced  salmon  angler,  was  out,  and  could 
not  rise  a  single  fish,  although  it  is  reported  that  salmon 
are  numerous  in  the  pools,  in  one  of  which  a  keooer 
counted  no  less  than  nine  salmon  and  twenty-five  truff  at 
one  time.  Trouting  has  afforded  soae  i  ioe  occasional 
takes.  Mr.  E.  Ackie'l  was  out  early  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, after  the  flood,  and  killed  eighteen  splendid  fish  (about 
the  finest  lot  caught  this  season),  and  Mr.  Full  basketed 
ten.  Mr.  E.  Diatin  secnrdd  ninetee  i  on  Monday,  and 
Messrs.  Martin  and  Densham  have  had  good  sport  on  the 
moor.  Small  lots  have  been  creeled  by  Messrs.  H.  T. 
Distin  and  Brely,  whilst  Mr.  Rogers  killed  some  nica  1  )t8 
by  evening  fishing  at  Buckfastleigh.  The  last  named  rod 
also  killed  a  121b.  falmon,  and  Mr.  Martin  secured  a 
14-pounder  in  the  Double  Dart.  The  Midges  are  on  the 
water,  the  black  being  most  prominent,  Childar's  Fly  and 
Popham  being  useful  for  salmon. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— A  fair  number  of  holiday 
rods  were  on  the  streams,  but  the  weather  was  anything 
but  settled,  whilst  the  rivers  were  also  in  flood,  and  sport 
generally  was  consequently  quiet.  A  few  salmon  have 
been  killed  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  a  5  pounder  was 
taken  on  the  Axe  with  a  trout  fly.  It  is  worthy  of  mention 
that  this  is  the  largest  fish  killed  in  the  Axe  for  some  time. 
Trouting  has  not  provided  large  baskets,  the  best  not 
exceeding  a  couple  of  dozen,  the  flies  used  being  varied. 
The  Avon  (South  Brent  and  Kingsbridge)  is  under  the 
coLtrol  of  the  association  and  a  board  of  conservators. 
The  price  of  the  two  tickets  is  somewhat  high,  and,  in 
addition  to  this,  the  association,  which  has  the  best  of  the 
river,  only  dispose  of  a  limited  number  of  permits,  and 
these  have  been  taken  up.  Naturally,  intending 
visitors  stand  but  little  chance  of  getting  much  sport. — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Since  April  20  there  has  been  very 
little  salmon  angling  attempted  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
fresh  run  fish ;  but  in  the  1  ist  week  in  April  a  few  fish 
took  the  river,  and  some  seem  to  have  made  for  the  upper 
waters,  for  between  May  17  and  22  Mr,  Branson,  of  Leeds, 
killed  two,  81b.  each,  in  the  Edenhall  water,  and  another 
gentleman  one  of  same  weight.  If  the  salmon  pass  at 
Armathwaite  introduces  spring  salmon  fishinginto  the  higher 
reaches  (the  possibility  of  which  was  disputed),  the  anglers 
there  will  have  an  incentive  to  deal  kindly  with  the  young 
smolts,  such  as  they  have  not  hitherto  had.  Good  baskets 
of  trout  are  being  made  with  the  fly  owing  to  the  dull, 
showery  weather.  Mr.  Raine  had  nearly  201b.  on  Whic 
Monday.  Sea  trout  are  running  pretty  well,  but  salmon 
are  ecarce.  It  is  held  by  some  that,  as  the  swallows  were 
this  year  about  a  month  late,  the  salmon  may  yet  come  on 
in  good  numbers, — Silver  Gbey  (iMay  24). 

£sk  (Whitby).— With  the  recent  rains  this  river  has 
been  running  in  moderate  flood  during  the  whole  of  the 
week,  which  has  enabled  some  fresh  run  salmon  and  sea 
trout  to  get  up  (he  stream.  A  fair  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out,  and,  taking  into  account  the  time  of  year, 
sport  may  be  said  to  have  been  fairly  brisk.  All  the 
salmon  landed  have  been  caught  with  worm,  minnow,  and 
fly.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Dr.  Dreaper,  en^  salmon 
of  olb  ;  Mf.  H.  A.  H.  Rastall,  one  salmon  of  7ilb. ;  Dr. 
English,  three  salmon,  of  4jlb.,  4^\h.,  and  71b.;  Mr. 
Baker,  one  salmon  of  9 Jib.  (caught  with  fly)  and  eight 
brace  of  trout ;  Mr.  Sooones,  two  and  a  half  brace  of 
trout ;  Mr,  F.  Schoefield,  two  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  A. 
Stanforth,  four  brace.  Some  capital  sport  has  been  had 
cn  the  Esk,  at  Lealhome.  Mr.  J.  Bradley,  of  West  Hartle- 
pool, landed  nine  brace  of  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Turnbull,  of 
Heckmondwike,  three  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  A.  Bell,  two 
brace ;  and  Mr.  J,  Calvert,  s'x  brace.  Whilst  fishing  on 
Monday,  Mr.  Calvert,  in  the  .'  c'",  of  casting,  caught  a 
swallow,  the  bird  having  swooped  down  upon  the  fly  in  its 
flight,  and  became  hooked  and  entangled  in  the  line. — J. 
Jackson. 

£ze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Bank  Holiday  proved  a 
fine  day  for  all,  but  sport  was  not  very  fast  in  this  district, 
bags  proving  light  generally.  Among  those  who  scored 
were  Messrs.  Snell,  Taj  lor,  Theeuwiesen,  and  Roberts, 
the  trout  making  up  in  quality  what  they  lacked  in 
quantity.  Mr.  J.  Coombe  was  fortunate  in  securing  a 
fresh  run  ealmcn  of  101b.  from  1  is  private  water  at 
Thorvertou.  To-day  (Wednesday)  heavy  rain  has  fallen 
all  the  day,  no  expect  rivers  will  be  in  spa'e  for  next  day 
orfo.— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Diktxict  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs ) — 
Bank  Holiday  proved  a  great  d  sappointment  ti  trout 
fishers  in  the  midlands.  Cloudy,  cheerless,  and  cold,  with 
a  temperature  ioet  the  same  as  Christmas  Day,  a  rise  was 
next  to  impossible.  Several  local  exparts  had  arranged 
for  a  holiday  vi>it  to  some  noted  water,  whilst  others  bad 
determined  to  flog  the  local  streams.  It  need  hardly  be 
Slid  the  enterprise  proved  a  frost.  A  few  captures  were 
reported  for  the  previous  week.  The  grub  is  still  the 
favourite  bait.— Limpei. 


Frogny  (Anglesey). — This  small  lake,  but  little 
known,  is  patronised  by  anglers  from  Llangefni,  and  very 
good  baskets  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Thos.  Hughes,  Mr. 
Crewdson,  Mr.  Jones,  vet.  surgeon,  and  Mr.  Jones,  the 
Bank  — W,  H. 

Idle  District  (North  Notti.).— It  is  seldom  that 
the  Whitsuntide  hclidays  have  opened  more  unpropitiously 
than  has  been  the  case  this  year.  Cold  and  cloud  has 
followed  sunshine  and  storm,  and  though  many  went  into 
the  district  for  the  holiday  few  have  come  cut  of  it 
burdened  with  fish.  Locals  report  a  blank,  arid  though 
water  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  whipping  it  with  flies  is 
like  fl^g  jing  a  dead  horse.  Surely  we  shall  have  a  change 
soon,  f(»r  are  we  not  on  the  eve  of  the  May  Fly  season 
Aqua'ic  flies  are  scare?,  and  land  flies  are  "  daft."  A  few 
fish  tell  ti  the  bottom  artist  on  the  Idle  last  week,  but 
they  are  nob  worth  a  report. — L, 

A  ake  Coron  (Bador^au,  Anglesey  .  — Mei-Brs. 
Evanj  and  Smith,  Holyhead,  had  tine  baskets  of  fifteen 
and  thirteen  trout  respectively,  caught  in  the  evenirig  rise 
with  a  fly.  The  writer  took  seven  on  Saturday  (best  fish, 
lib.),  which  took  a  Mallard,  tcrrlet  body.  Lake  too  high 
for  good  spnrt  — W.  H. 

Lake  Vjrnwy  (N.  Wales).— Nothing  could  have 
bem  worse  than  the  weather  during  the  past  week. 
Incessant  rain,  accompanied  by  high  winds,  practically 
made  fishing  impossible.  Only  the  keenest  of  anglers 
made  any  attempt  to  venture  on  the  lake  for  more  than  an 
hour  or  two.  The  fishing  in  the  rivers,  however,  has  been 
up  to,  and  perhaps  better  than,  the  average.  The  take 
for  the  week  on  the  lake  has  been  only  156  tish,  weighing 
941b.  On  the  17th,  twelve  fish  were  killed,  staling 
71b.  14oz.  On  the  18ih,  twenty-two  fish  weighed  141b.  9oz. 
On  the  19th,  fifteen  fish,  91b.  8oz.  On  the  20th,  seventeen, 
lOlb.  loz.  On  the  22nd,  when  the  weather  was  not  as  bad 
as  on  other  days,  forty-nine  fish  were  killed,  weighing 
291b.  loz.  On  the  23ra,  forty-one  fish  scaled  _241b.  loz. 
The  following  are  the  best  baskets  on  the  river :  Mr. 
Graham,  thirty-two  fish  :  Mr.  Henty,  seventeen ;  and 
Mr.  Mason,  twelve. — Longdbift  (May  24). 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  river  on  Wednesday 
was  in  cDndition  for  tioat  fishing,  but  sport  during  th 5 
holidays  was  of  the  most  disappointing  description.  The 
stormy,  unsettled  weather  and  cold  nights  quite  put  the 
trout  off  feed.  Eels  are  not  yet  running  properly,  owing 
to  the  cold  weather,  but  a  few  have  been  caught  up  to  lib. 
Coarse  fish,  especially  roach,  have  been  seen  inconsiderable 
numbers,  and  it  there  is  a  good  flow  oi  water  the  summer 
angler  should  do  well  with  "cads"  among  the  daca  and 
roach.  The  season  for  the  formsr  fish  begins  on  the  16th 
prox.,  and  the  roach  can  be  taken  on  July  1.  The 
tributary,  Beane.  has  yielded  a  few  nice  trcut,  the  best 
brace  reported  3ilb  In  Oram's  water  a  21b.  trout  has 
also  been  landed.  No  sport  is  reported  from  the  Rib  or 
Stort  and  tributa'-ies.  All  have  been  well  flushed. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lugg*  and  Avrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
celebrated  trout  streams  have  been  visited  this  week  with 
some  very  heavy  falls  of  rain,  which  has  caused  them  to 
rise  a  little,  and  there  his  been  a  ttain  on  them,  but  it; 
will  soon  run  off.  The  rain  has  improved  the  water,  and 
has  brought  the  fish  more  on  the  feed,  and  they  have  been 
rising  fairly  well  at  the  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  Spinners, 
Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Stone  Fly,  and  a  good  few  rods 
have  been  out  during  the  holidays,  and  some  very  nice  lots 
of  trout  taken.  The  trcut  are  feeding  on  bottom  baits 
and  the  caddi?,  and  with  a  few  warm  tJays  we  should  no 
doubt  see  the  May  Fly,  as  it  is  due  now,  only  the  weather 
has  been  cold.    'The  Pinsley  is  running  in  good  order.—* 

GWYNNE, 

Lugg,   Arrow,  ard   Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Wind  and  weather  very  variab'e,  with  occasional  heavy 
storms,  which  have  rose  the  rivers  nearly  a  foot  of  deeply 
stained  water.  To-day  (Wednesday),  running  down  atd 
clearing.  We  have  had  slight  frosts  most  nights,  which 
has  checked  sport.  To-day  saw  the  first  May  Fly  on  the 
Lugg,  though  these  appeared  on  Pinsley  on  Monday  last. 
Judge  it  will  be  the  29th  at  the  earliest  before  anything 
will  be  done  with  it.  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Stone  Ely, 
Orange  Palmer,  Ccch-y-bondhu,  Iron  Blue,  and  Hardy 
Brown,  with  Spinners,  Female  Yellow  Dun,  and  caddis, 
for  evening,  are  the  best  flies  josb  now. — R.  T.  Williams. 

QEid-Taw  (Egge&ford  District).— River  is  now  in 
good  order,  and  large  baskets  are  being  made.  W.  T.  A. 
Radford  and  Rev.  R.  D.-  Wade,  on  Thursday,  took  twenty- 
seven  very  fine  trout  with  the  minnow. — F.  A.  M. 
-  North  Staffordshire  Rivers.- The  Whitsuntide 
holidays  have  proved  diiappoin'ing,  through  the  cold  winds 
and  rain,  and  sport  generally  has  been  of  a  moderate 
character.  On  the  Churnet,  Messrs.  Dewis,  Goldstraw, 
and  Bowjer  took  fish  np  to  lib.  weight.  On  the  Bljthe, 
Mr,  Morewood  had  pretty  sport  to  Partridge  Hackle.  The 
Dove  has  fished  best  to  Olive  Dun,  Prospects  are  rather 
down  until  the  weather  tikes  up, — F,  W.  Dalk. 

Onse  (Denver).— Thtt  the  sea  trout  referred  to  in 
recent  report  from  here  as  being  in  e\iience,  causing 
several  inquiries  to  be  made  in  relation  thereto,  waa 
practically  demonstrated  during  the  holidays,  for,  not- 

ithstanding  the  downpcur  of  Saturday  to  Monday, 
several  enterprising  anglers  from  London  paid  the  river  a 
visit.  A  brace  of  trout,  scaling  61b.  and  4lb.  respectively, 
was  secured  from  the  tide-way  by  two  of  the  visitors  stay- 
ing  at  the  Jenyrs  Aims  Hotel.  Bleak  would  appear  to  be 
a  most  allcring  biic.  The  weeds,  I  regret  to  say,  ara 
Eomewhat  troublesome,  but  not  fo  numerous,  I  think,  as 
in  the  past  season.  Weather  (Wednesday)  improving,— 
Water  Wagtail. 

Fl;y mouth. — The  rivers  are  still  full  of  water,  but 
there  are  complaints  of  the  scarcity  of  trout.  The  fish  do 
not  seem  to  be  sporting  this  year  so  well  as  last,  whether 
it  is  frcm  decrease  in  numbers  or  any  other  reason  I  can- 
not say,  but  one  thing  is  certain,  that  if  some  hundreds  o! 
dozens  are  taken  out  from  tha  rivers,  they  should  bj 
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replenished  witli  fresh  blood.  I  hear  tad  grumbllnga  from 
the  fishermen.  The  floods  have  allowed  the  peal  and 
salmon  to  run  up  toth  in  the  Dart  and  Tavy,  and  some 
fine  fish  have  been  ciBght,  principally  with  a  minnow. — 
William  Hearder. 

Seve  n,  \  y  nwy,  Tauat,  a>;  d  Cain  (Uanymy- 
uech). — More  untortuuate  weather  for  holiday  viticors 
than  at  prtssnt  otuM  not  be  imagined.  At  the  end  of 
last  week  everything  pointed  in  favour  of  anglers,  aa  the 
livers  were  all  in  good  condition,  the  weather  warm,  and 
flies  on  the  rivers  more  numerous  than  has  been  observed 
all  the  season.  Since  that  time  everything  has  undergone 
a coiiplete  charge.  Cold  winds,  wet,  and  very  unsettled 
\*ealh  T  has  been  the  rule,  getting  worse  day  by  day,  until 
at  present  the  rivers  are  all  more  or  lees  flooded,  and  all 
the  sport  possible  for  anglers  is  trolling  for  pike,  and  of 
llrose  river  pests  nut  a  few  have  been  captured  during  the 
past  week  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  by  angling  visitors, 
in  fearfully  bad  weather.  They  deserve  all  praise  for 
their  p'uck  and  perseverance,  in  lessening  these  unwelcome 
habitants  from  the  streams  in  thisvinciuity.  Anglers  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  this  neighbourhood  will  hear 
with  sincere  regret  that  the  Rev.  Eliaa  Owen,  vicar  of 
Llanyblodwell,  died  very  suddenly. on  Friday  in  last  week. 
He  was  the  most  unselfish  of  men,  and  no';  only  enjoyed 
angling  himself,  but  was  only  too  pleased  to  grant  per- 
mission to  any  gentlemen  visitors  to  the  Tanat  to  angle  in 
that  part  of  this  noted  trout  stream  over  which  he  had 
the  control. — Vyrnwy. 

Sassex  Biveri  and  Chichester  Haxbour.— 
During  the  holidays  a  number  of  anglers  were  ov.t,  but  the 
high  wind  was  a  great  drawback  to  all  kinds  of  angling. 
At  times  it  was  almost  an  impossibility  to  get  a  fly  on  the 
water.  A  few  dace  were  taken  below  Hamsey  on  the 
Ouse  with  Coachman  Some  very  good  trout  have  been 
taken  frota  the  Sloop,  a  backwater  of  the  Ouse.  From 
the  main  liver,  below  Fletching,  a  nice  trout  of  21b.  was 
taken  with  spinning  minnow,  and  from  the  streams  in  the 
vicinity  trout  up  to  lOoz.  by  worming.  From  private 
water  in  west  Sussex  three  brace  of  trout,  averaging  lilb., 
were  taken  on  Monday,  but  here  we  have  no  rise  of  May 
Fly.  From  the  Rother  a  brace  of  lib.  trout  were  taken, 
and  a  fine  perch  of  31b.  Tiai  re'u'ned  to  the  water.  The 
hirbour  at  Chichester  had  a  few  patrons,  but  the  bulk  of 
smelt  seem  over.  A  few  bass  have  been  caught  with  rag 
worm,  heaviest  |lb. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (WoEth  Devon).— The  waters  are  in  good  con- 
dition. I  have  seen  one  or  two  nice  baskets  of  fish,  and 
hear  of  some  good  sport  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  one 
angler  having  thirty  fish  and  another  twenty-four.  Two 
of  our  best  rivers  are  closed,  but  will  be  open  in  a  month, 
Salmon  are  still  scxrce.  The  spring  flies  still  in  use  are 
the  Yellow  Badger  and  Pinkett. — Busty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Water  in  fine 
condition  ;  good  baskets  of  trout  caught  daily,  visitors  in 
the  town  having  very  good  sport.  Salmon  fishing  not  so 
good. — H. 

Teme  (Lndlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  in  good  order  for 
either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  during  the 
holidays  has  been  aLything  but  suitable  for  anglers  to  get 
out,  and  heavy  falls  of  rain  have  been  had,  with  occasional 
sunshine,  which  has  caused  the  fish  to  move  better,  and 
they  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly.  The  best  killing 
flies  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Bed  and  Grey  Spinner,  Hardy 
Brosn,  Stone  Fly,  Alder,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  anilron  Blue. 
Bottom  fishing  smce  the  rain  has  been  very  successful,  and 
some  tine  dishes  of  trout  have  been  landed.  The  trout 
«re  evidently  feeding  on  tin  caddis  bait  at  the  bottom,  and 
if  there  was  a  few  tine  days  the  May  Fly,  which  is  now 
du?,  would  he  up,  and  some  gbsd  sport  had  with  it.  On 
Saturday,  with  the  worm,  a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  taken. 
Fishing  on  Monday  morning  a  nice  dish  of  trout,  averaging 
from  l^lb.  to  Jib.  each,  were  landed.  With  the  Alder  and 
Iron  Blue  some  fine  trout  were  taken  near  Ludford. 
Fishing  on  Tuesday  with  the  worm  and  fly  was  good,  ard 
some  very  fine  trout  were  landed.  More  trout  have  been  on 
sale  at  the  fishmongers  this  week  than  have  been  s'nse  the 
trout  season  opened;  price,  Is.  41b.  per  lb.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  order,  and 
ppoit  has  been  had  in  them  with  worm  and  fly  ;  prospects 
good. — 8.  Ludlow. 

t  Ttme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice  level  acd 
colour.  The  weather  has  b3en  very  unssttled,  and  heavy 
rain  has  been  had,  which  has  made  it  uncomfortable  for 
anglers  to  get  out  during  the  holidays  ;  but  there  has  been 
a  fair  number  of  anglers  out,  who  have  used  fly  and  bottom 
baits.  There  was  a  slight  stain  on  the  liver  on  Wedtes- 
ilay,  ard  more  rain  threatened.  The  fish  have  been  well 
oa  the  feed,  and  have  been  rising  well,  and  some  good  lots 
of  trout  have  been  talea.  The  best  flies  are  the  Blue 
■Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Alder,  Coch-y-bondhu,  and  Spinners. 
Bottom  fishing  has  been  good,  and  sou  e  nice  trout  have 
been  Lnded.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in 
order. — Worcester. 

Witbam,  ftt.  (Mid-Iiincolnshire).  — IIop?s  had 
been  flattered  for  the  Whitsuntide  ht  lidays  by  a  more 
gpniil  outlo('k,  but  after  Saturday  came  another  change, 
which  was  disappointing,  to  tay  the  hast  of  it.  Monday 
waH  as  cold  as  Chiiftujas,  and  though  Tuesday  was 
-brighter,  tbuudersturmH  were  not  absent.  Those  who 
tii  d  fur  sport  were  grievously  ■  isappointed  on  the  L  cal 
streams,  buD  a  few  fish  wern  broujjtit  from  the  holes  by 
the  bottom  fibbers.  The  weather  is  so  changeable  o  le 
■does  fjot  know  what  to  recommend.  The  condition  of 
the  water  it  all  that  can  be  desired,  but  the  rise  of  fish 
depends  more  on  the  sunshine,  which  is  so  very  often 
abti^nt. — Li'ci. 

Wye  and  Bexwent  (Deibyshire).— The  weather 
-during  the  past  week  has  been  very  unsettled,  that  angling 
pursuits  have  been  uncertain.  There  has  not  been 
lApllicient  rain  to  make  the  riters  unflshable,  but  itlus 


been  uncomfortable  fishing,  thunder  and  heavy  rain  with 
hail,  and  a  cold  east  wind  on  some  days.  The  few  gentle- 
man who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  only  had  moderate 
sport.  The  same  remarks  may  ba  said  of  the  Chatsworth, 
Hathersage,  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent.  Reports 
from  Darley  Dale  are  rather  discourajiing  for  fly  fishing. 
Where  bottom  fishing  is  permitted  a  nice  lot  of  good  sized 
trout  have  been  taken  from  this  latter  club's  water,  also 
from  private  and  free  water  about  Matlock  Bridge  during 
the  holidays.  Several  baskets  of  trout  were  obtained  from 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water.  A 
gentleman  from  Nottingham  took  one  trout,  l:jlb. ;  another 
visitor  took  one  the  same  weight  on  Saturday.  There  is 
now  an  excellent  woodland  water  for  bottom  fishing,  and 
those  who  have  acts'  eggs  for  bait  will  no  doubt  be  well 
rewarded,  as  this  is  the  best  bait  that  can  be  used  for 
trout.  Several  gord  fish  have  been  taken  with  minnow 
and  worm.  Mr.  Edgar  Buxton,  with  the  latter,  obtained 
a  very  good  trout,  21b.  2oz..  near  the  old  petrifying  well, 
Matlock  Bath;  also  the  Holmesford  and  Whatstandwell 
reaches  of  this  river  have  yielded  some  nice  fish,  mostly  by 
bottom  fishing.  When  the  river  is  fined  down  good  sport 
may  be  expected  with  the  fly.  The  May  Fly  has  not  been 
seen  on  these  rivers  at  present.  Trout  seldom  take  the 
drake  here  until  June  3rd  or  5th.  Useful  flies  :  Yellow 
Dun,  Cooper'd  Fancy,  Ash  Dun,  Furnace  Fly,  Sand 
Fly  in  the  evening,  and  Claret  Bumbles. — Dotterel 
(May  24). 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — River  Las  been  in  flood  since 
Friday  last,  and,  if  no  more  rain,  will  be  in  order  end  of 
the  week.  Both  salmon  and  trout  anglers  should  have 
good  sport  for  some  tinae.  Brook  fishing  has  been  good. 
Baskets  of  trout,  71b.  to  lO'.b.,  have  been  had  with  the 
minnow  and  worm. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wbarfe,  Nidd,  Dove,  &c.  (York- 
shire).— The  weather  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidajs 
has  been  utterly  wretched;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  a  day  or  so.  May  has  so  far  falsified  the  eulogies  of 
the  old  writers,  that  angling  in  Yorkshire  has  been  fol- 
lowed with  the  discomforts  and  disadvantages  that 
thousands  of  holiday  people  have  experienced  all  over 
the  country.  Nearly  all  the  anglers  I  have  come  across 
during  the  past  ten  days  are  clothed  cap-a-pie  with  water- 
proof garments ;  and  they  need  them,  for  the  rain  has 
fallen  almost  hourly,  and  the  bitter  cold  north-east  and 
easterly  winds  have  been  something  cruel.  I  need  hardly 
say,  therefore,  that  fly  fishing  has  been  at  a  discount 
owing  to  the  frequent  heavy  freshets  that  have  run  into  our 
trout  streams ;  and  we  have  had  any  amount  of  "  winter 
scowls"  but  precious  little  of  "  summer  shines,"  and  I 
cannot  call  to  mind  a  season  like  this.  We  had  snow  on 
all  the  hills  on  Monday  morning,  and  to-day  a  cruel  north- 
east wind,  a  leaden  sky  with  rain  at  intervals,  is  the 
Queen's  birthday  weather  that  we  are  experiencing.  The 
worm  fishermen  have  had  the  best  of  it  during  the  week, 
but  some  good  dishes  of  trout  have  been  caught  with  the 
minnow  in  the  upper  Yore,  where  James  Blades,  with 
visitors  staying  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  at  Hawes,  have  on 
some  days  done  fairly  well,  and  a  basket  or  two  have 
fallen  to  the  fly  on  dajs  the  weather  could  be  caught 
right,  all  iha  very  early  spring  flies  killing  better 
than  the  lighter  duns  and  brighter  browns  generally 
in  request  at  the  end  of  May.  Mr.  Dennison,  of 
Leeds,  staying  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Bainbridge, 
and  other  anglers  fishing  the  river  there  have  done  fairly, 
so  has  Mr.  George  Helliwell,  at  Redmire,  but  epoit 
below  there  down  to  Middleham  has  not  been  remarkable, 
and  there  has  teen  too  much  water  to  make  it  good  at 
Tanfield  or  Masham.  I  had  very  fair  sport  up  the 
Cover  on  Monday,  catching  riae  nice  trout  with  the 
minnow.  Another  angler  I  came  across  had  seven  with 
the  worm  ;  but  Mr.  Booth,  of  Catterick,  and  two  friends 
had  not  done  so  well  with  the  fly,  and  Mr.  Middlemost 
and  party  had  only  moderate  sport.  Sport  in  the  Swale 
has  not  lieen  at  all  bad,  considering  the  tad  weather  and 
unsettled  water.  Mr.  Booth  and  Mr.  Gill,  of  Catteiick, 
have  done  well  in  Skeeby  Beck,  the  latter  well-known 
angler  getting  thirty-three  trout  on  one  occasion.  Mr. 
C.  Musgrave  one  ^ay  caught  9Jlb. ;  and  the  Rev.  A. 
Vasey,  Mr.  A.  Elwood,  Mr.  A.  Gregory,  Mr.  Wallace, 
Mr.  Parkin,  and  a  number  of  visitors  have  had  no  cause  to 
complain.  Up  to  to-night's  post  I  have  only  meagre  reports 
from  the  Wharfe  and  Nidd,  too  much  water  and  too  cold 
weather  being  generally  the  summing  np  of  my  corre- 
spondents' communications.  The  most  killing  flies  have 
been  the  Dark  Watchet,  Watethen  Bloa.  Orange  Part- 
ridge r'.bbed  with  tinsel,  Marc'a  Brown,  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Thompson's  Fancy,  and  Cooper's  Fancy,  and  on  the  first 
named  river  Mr.  Richardson,  J,  E.  Miller,  jun.,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Walker,  and  others  have  made  nic3  dishes.  Dr.  Leonard 
Masters  speaks  well  of  the  sport  he  has  had  oa  the  Dove 
duricg  the  holidays,  and  highly  recammends  my  minnow 
and  the  Black  Swan  Ho' el  at  Kirbymcorside  to  all  brother 
piscators.  Heavy  rains  and  thick  waters  have,  of  course, 
iitsrfered  with  fly  fishing  on  that  river  and  its  tributaries, 
theHoJge;  but  streams  have  Veen  well  pitronised,  a'lci 
Mr.  D.  Stoor  and  son.  Mr.  E.  Hill,  Mr.  M.  Snowdon,  Mr. 
C.  Russell,  Mr.  J.  Hebron,  Mr.  Allen  (of  London),  and 
other  visitors  have  made  good  baskets. — J.  E.  Millee, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  10,  New  Station-ttreet,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph. — There  is  ati  improvement  in  the 
weather  to-d*y,  but  it  is  very  cold,  and  the  wird  is  north- 
east. The  main  rivers  are  in  good  condition  for  spinning 
minnow,  with  which  bait  some  good  dishes  of  trout  were 
caught  yesterday.  The  tributary  streams  are  in  good  con- 
dition for  fly  fishing.  Salmon  fishing  in  thH  Ejk  has  been 
very  fair,  and  several  fine  fish  up  to  9Jlb.  have  baen 
caught  during  the  week.  The  brs^.  fli  s  are  the  Dark 
Watchet,  the  hackled  pattern  of  the  Iron  Blue  Dun, 
Thcmpson's  Faney,  Dotterel  and  Yellow,  Snipe  and 
YoUow-legged  Bloa,  Wocdoock  and  Orange,  and  Maroh 
Brown.  Prospects  for  next  week  good. — J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Raia  fell  more  or  less 
during  last  week.    On  Thursday  there  was  a  steady  down- 
pour all  day  long,  and  both  rivers  were  considerably 
swollen.    Sea  trout  are  nosv  ascending  to  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  some  fair  catches. hava  been  made, 
principally  by  local  anglers.    In  the  Langholm  division  of 
the  Esk,  Sergt.  Bell,  Langholm,  killed  tbree  sea  trout. 
Mr.  W.  Ross,  of  Langiolm,  creeled  three  sea  trout  in 
Glenfirra  ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Bell  caught  a  sea  trout  weighing 
l|lb.  nigh  the  Skippers  Bridje.    Good  baskets  of  yelbw 
trout  have  been  got  in  the  Langholm  water,  also  in  the 
Ewes  and  in  the  little  roaring  Tarras.    Mr.  Johnstone, 
Langholm,  had  two  dozen  yellow  trout  at  a  fishing. 
Anglers  in  the  Canonbie  water  have  been  doing  fairly  well. 
Mr.  Beattie,  Wigan,  had  a  basket  of  81b.  yellow  trout,  and 
he  killed  two  SPa  trout,  weighing  21b.  and  IJlb.  Mi?8 
Church,  Park  House,  caught  a  «ea  trout,  IJib  ,  and  a 
number  of  yellow  trout.    Mr.  Wm.  Law,  Canonbie,  had  a 
sea  trout,  1  Jib. ,  at  Jock's  Pool.    Mr.  Wm.  Edgar,  R'jwan- 
burn,  landed  one  of  21b.  from  the  Hush  pool.  Mr. 
Muri  ay,  Canonbie,  had  three  sea  trout,  weighing  61b.  Mr. 
David  Murray,  Rowanburn,  had  a  nice  sea  trout  and  some 
yellow  trout.    Mr.  Wm.  Riddle,  Canonbie,  caught  two 
sea  trout  and  a  dozen  yellow  trout.    Mr.  R.  Steal,  Bow- 
holm,  had  two  sea  trout  and  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  Wm.  Beattie,  Bowholm,  creeled  two  sea  trout  and 
61b.  of  yellow  trout.    Mr.  D.  Little,  Claygate,  had  two 
sea  trout  and  a  number  of  yellow  trout.    Fishing  near 
Canonbie  bridge,  a  visitor  caught  two  sea  trout,  IJlb.  ea(  h. 
Some  good  takes  of  sea  trout  have  been  made  in  the  Long- 
town  and  Metal  bridge  sections.    Good  sport  is  being  had 
in  the  Liddle  with  yellow  trout ;  Messrs.  J.  Smith  and  J. 
Murray  have  both  had  good  baskets  in  the  upper  reaches. 
Rivers  in  good  order. — Gilnockie. 

Carrou  (Baster  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  — Mr. 
Thornley  (London),  Mr.  Boosey  (London),  and  Mr. 
Marcus,  all  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  have  landed  a 
few  salmon ;  also  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland,  of  Gruinards.  On 
the  Glencalvie  waters,  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith,  of  Glencalvie, 
got  a  fish  of  91b. ;  on  17th,  a  I3-pounder  ;  on  18th,  threj 
salmon,  of  81b.,  8|lb  ,  and  141b. ;  and  on  19th,  one  of  91b. 
Weather  most  unseasonably  cold,  and  in  every  sense  un- 
favourablj. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Towards  the  end  of  last 
week  the  weather  became  very  rough  and  unpleasant.  A 
strong  gale  was  blowing  from  a  northerly  direction, 
and  on  the  coast  at  the  entrance  to  the  river  there  was  a 
heavy  sea  running,  which  would  deter  fish  from  entering. 
The  river  was  in  flood  on  Saturday  night,  but  the  water 
fell  in  the  beginning  of  this  week,  A  run  of  fish  was 
expected,  but  the  expeiiancss  of  the  net  fishermen  on  the 
two  first  days  of  the  week  were  none  better  than  that  of 
the  former,  and  only  a  few  salmon  were  got,  and  no  gril»e. 
The  water  was  too  discoloured  for  successful  angling,  and 
little  was  done  at  the  trout  fishing.  On  the  Blairmore 
section  of  the  river,  on  the  ISth,  Mr.  A.  Gould,  keeper, 
hal  a  fresh  run  salmon  of  7Jlb.  Owing  to  the  slorm  on 
the  coast,  the  cobles  could  not  get  to  sea  to  visit  the 
nets  on  Saturday,  and  as  has  frequently  occurred  since  the 
opening  of  the  fishing  this  season,  the  leaders  remained 
in  position  over  Sunday.  Only  at  one  station  did  the 
fifh-»rmen  get  to  sea  on  Monday,  and  a  fine  shot  of  a  score 
of  salnaon,  including  four  grilse,  were  got.  Grilse  continue 
very  scarce,  only  half  a  dozen  having  as  yet  been  got  this 
season.  On  Monday  a  large  box  was  consigned  to  the 
market,  and  a  couQle  on  Tuesday.  On  Saturday  a  box  of 
l^cwt.  was  sent  from  the  fishing  at  Gardenstown. — H,  W. 

Dochart  (Luib  Hotel).— On  Monday,  the  22ad  inst., 
Mr.  S.  M.  Noimand  had  seventeen  trout,  9Jlb.,  five 
largest  weighing  o\lh. ;  heaviest  trout  l|lb.  —  D. 
McNaughton. 

Dnurossaesa.— A  visitor  staying  at  Messrs.  Hender- 
son's boarding  house  has  had  fair  fishing  considering  the 
cold  weather,  taking  411b.  of  trout  in  nine  days,  including 
one  of  31b.  and  one  of  21b.,  all  with  the  fly.  Green  and 
Teal  doing  best.— E.  and  T.  Henderson. 

La.rg  (Altnaharra  Hotel).  —  Angling  on  hotel 
waters,  May  22,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  Loch  Break  Bui, 
fifteen  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Day,  Loch  Meadoie,  fifteen,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Kirkbride,  Loch  Meaddie,  twenty,  6lb.  May  23,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Straker,  Loch  Hallam,  twenty-three,  lOlb. — 
W.  D. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronacblachar   Hotel).— Oat 

from  Stronacblachar  Hotel,  on  Saturday,  Messrs.  Clegg 
caught  ten  trout ;  Mr.  James  Menzies  had  a  fine  basket  of 
thirty-seven  splendid  trout.  On  Monday,  Rev.  Mr.  Cut- 
hill  caught  eleven  trout;  Mr.  James  Menzies  bad  another 
nice  basket  of  twenty-six  trout ;  the  Messrs.  Clegg  caught 
seven  trout,  heaviest  fish  weighing  l|lb.  and  IJlb. — H.  M. 

Iiocbleven  (Kinross). — Rain  fell  in  torrents  towards 
the  close  of  last  week,  and  the  loch,  which  has  been  very 
high  since  the  opening  of  the  fishing,  rose  to  a  height  un- 
precedented at  this  season.  The  water  was  on  a  level  with 
the  top  of  the  pier,  and  the  oar  shed  was  flooded.  Had  it 
risen  a  few  itches  higher  the  office  would  have  been 
flooded.  The  cold  has  been  such  as  to  make  anglers  glad 
to  return.  The  diity  state  of  the  water  and  the  advene 
weather  kept  fish  from  taking,  and  those  that  ware  got 
were  mostly  small.  A  good  number  of  anglers  are  here  at 
present  from  England,  and  are  having  a  very  ditappointiog 
lime.  Should  tbe  weather  remain  dry  tor  a  few  days 
belter  sport  should  be  got,  as  the  water  is  clearinar,  and 
eubiiding  a';  the  late  of  fully  an  inch  each  day.  Sir  George 
Elliot,  in  I  wo  days,  had  thirty-three  trout,  181b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Clias.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Hugh  Maughan,  Yorkshire,  out 
the  same  time,  had  twenty-four  trout,  181b.  ;  Mr. 
Rushworth,  Colne,  two  days,  twelve  trout,  lUb.  hz.  ; 
Mr.  Bramwell  and  friends,  Newcastle,  thirty-three  trou% 
271b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Railton,  Manchester,  nine  trout, 
61b.;  Mr.  Scott,  Newcastle,  two  dajs,  eleven  trout,  71b. ; 
Mr.  R.  W.  Armstrong,  Newcastle,  eight  trout,  51b. ;  Mr, 
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Annan,  Helensburgh,  and  Mr.  Steyenson,  Stirlinjr,  sixteen 
trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Etddal,  London,  and  Mr.  Cameron, 
Armadale,  two  days,  twenty-six  trout,  20Ib. ;  Dr.  AUum 
and  Mr.  Smith,  twelve  trout,  lllb.  ;  Mr.  Hardie,  Edin- 
burgh, fourteen  trout,  lllb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Annan  and  Mr. 
Sheriff,  Helensburgh,  six^een  tr.mt,  121b. ;  Mr.  Macleod, 
Edinburgh,  sixteen  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  Edinburgh, 
seventeen  trout,  lllb.  ;  Mr.  Hugh  Barr,  Glasgow,  fourteen 
trout,  lllb.  ;  Mr.  Brown,  Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout,  121b. 
Club  competitions  have  been  held  daily.  The  most 
sacctssfnl  was  that  of  the  Edinburgh  Amateur  Club,  the 
catch  to  seventeen  rods  being  ei«;hty-niEe  trout,  451b.  7oz. 
The  heaviest  prize  basket  during  the  weeb  was  got  by 
Kev.  J.  Kinit,  of  the  CUckmannan  Club,  who  had  with  fly 
nine  trout,  61b.  15cz  — Eobebt  L.\ixg. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel,  Glen  Lion,  Ferth- 
sTi  re).— Fishing  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel,  Col.  Burn 
landed  a  beautiful  salmon,  weight  14!b.,  on  May  15. 
River  in  good  ply.    Trout  iising  freely. — C.  W.  E. 

North-East  of  Scotlaad.— The  weather  has  bsen 
somewhat  nnsettltd  and  cold.  Snow  quite  common  on  the 
high  grounds,  akhojgh  not  lying  long ;  rain  in  torrents  on 
the  low  grounds,  and  the  rivers  and  streams  in  spite.  On 
the  Braemar  waters,  Mr.  Farquhar  had  a  salmon  of  61b. 
on  the  Invercauld  private  waters  on  Thursday,  and  two, 
of  71b.  each,  cn  Friday.  On  the  Fife  Arms  Fishery,  Mr. 
Wybergh  had  <  ne  of  81b.  ;  and  on  the  private  section  of 
Inver  water,  Mr.  Neutnann  creeled  one  of  81b.  Her 
Majesty's  Balmoral  reaches  were  never  so  tempting  at  this 
Season,  and  the  Court  officials  should  have  excellent  sport 
during  the  next  few  weeks.  On  the  Ballater  section,  Mr. 
McGregor's  guests  finished  up  a  very  good  spring  season 
on  May  26,  Mr.  McGregor's  tenancy  expiring  on  that  date. 
On  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  Bulteel  creeled  one  of  5|lb., 
one  of  51b.,  four,  of  Tib.,  7ib  ,  81b.,  and  81b.,  and  two  of 
lllb.  each  ;  while  Mr.  Farrar  had  two  of  51b.  and  91b  ,  and 
one  of  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Jameson,  one  of  61b.  and  one  of  81b. 
Mr.  Laming  had  two,  of  81b.  and  141b. ;  and  Sir  William 
Brook's  keepers  a  few  of  average  weights.  On  the  Huntly 
Arms  water,  Mr.  Crawshaw,  Mr.  Whitelaw,  Mr.  Watson, 
and  Mr.  Fife- Jamieaon  had  one  each,  ranging  from  61b.  to 
221b.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section,  John  Harp'-r  had 
three  on  Dess  water,  selling  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  while 
Captain  Brooke  had  also  one  of  81b.  On  the  Lodge  waf'er, 
Mr.  James  G.  Orr  creeled  four,  of  71b.,  81b.,  12ib.,and  18ib. 
On  Carlogie  section,  Mr.  J.  C.  Haslam  landei  three, 
of  71b.,  91b.,  and  221b:;  and  Mr.  Lewis  Haslam,  two,  of 
71b.  and  lojlb.  On  Borrowstone,  Lord  Garrioch 
creeled  two,  of  61b.  and  61b.  On  Ballogie  water, 
Mr.  Crawford  Logan  had  two,  of  8Jlb.  and  161b. ;  and  Mr. 
Levett,  two,  o:  SJlb.  and  11  Jib.  On  theCommonty,  Sandy 
Boss  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  221b. ;  and  John  Mortimer, 
on  the  Woodend  section,  four,  of  61b.,  71b.,  91b.,  and  141b. 
Mr.  Burrows  has  now  arrived  for  the  late  spring  and 
summer  ssason.  On  the  Kinneskie  water,  Mr.  James 
Berry  had  one  and  two  daily,  of  average  weights.  This 
section  is  now  vacant  till  end  of  July,  in  Mr.  Berry's 
(Banchory)  hands.  On  the  Upper  Blackball  water,  Mr. 
Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  had  four  of  81b.,  101b.,  101b.,  and 
121b.,  on  Thursday  and  Friday  last.  Mr.  Davies  and  friend 
creeled  twenty-five  fish  on  this  section  during  April,  and 
two  for  the  first  week  in  May.  It  is  to  be  let  for  fint 
two  weeks  in  June.  On  the  Durriss  water,  Mr.  Baird  and 
party  had  several  fish  last  v.'eek,  and  up  to  date  have 
creeled  upwards  of  eighty  fish  on  the  lower  beits. 
On  the  Park  waters,  Capt.  McLean  and  friends  are  getting 
an  occasional  fish.  On  the  Kingussie,  Mr.  and  Miss 
Fortescue  are  hiving  one  or  two  fish  every  other  day,  but 
most  of  the  other  sectiona  are  blank.  The  salmon  supply 
is  still  very  poor.  Grilsa  are  scarcely  quoted  in  the  market 
lists,  and  sea  trout  are  about  as  dear  as  salmon.  On  the 
Ugie,  Mr.  Ingram,  Peterhead,  made  the  best  basket  one 
day  last  week,  having  twenty-five  trout  weighing  18ib.  On 
the  Ythan  anglers  have  been  out  of  it,  owing  to  the  un- 
favourable turn  in  tha  weather.  The  same  with  regard  to 
the  Don.  Weather  steadily  improving;  sport  getting 
better.  On  Tee  (day  a  few  fish  were  got  on  the  Banchory 
reaches  of  the  Dee  ;  and  Mr,  James  Berry  had  one  of 
121b  on  Kinneekie  water,  to  the  fly,  at  Roe's  Pott. — 
G.  M, 

:.  Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.)— Since  last  reported  the 
following  sport  has  been  obtained  :  On  6th  inst.,  Sir  Jobn 
Pbelley,  Bart.,  of  Michelgrove,  Sussex,  landed  a  101b. 
salmon  ;  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  one  of  91b. ;  and  Sir  John 
Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire,  a  13- 
pounder,  On8;h,  Sir  Redvers  Buller  caught  a  14-pounder. 
On  KKh,  Sir  J,  Ferguson  Davie,  one  salmon,  lllb.  On 
llth,  Sir  John  Shelley,  one,  131b.  On  12th,  Sir  John 
Ferguson  Davie  caught  a  salmon  weighing  211b. ;  and  Sir 
Redvers  Buller,  one  of  91b.  On  16th,  Sir  J.  Ferguson 
Davie  landed  two  salmon,  averaging  19Jlb.  esch;  aLd  on 
17th,  two,  of  101b.  and  151b.  On  18th,  Mr.  H,  Ferguson 
Davie  had  four  salmon  to  his  own  rod,  231b.,  151b.,  101b., 
and  lllb. ;  and  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  two,  of  141b.  and 
lllb.    On  19th,  Sir  John,  a  10-ponnder.— B. 

Sovtb  of  Scotland. — In  this  part  of  the  country  a 
great  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  since  las!;  week's  report.  With 
the  rivers  rcnning  bank  full,  very  little  fly  fishing  has  been 
had.  Worm  fishers  have  been  getting  good  sport  among 
yellow  trout  lira  week,  a  d  more  sea  trout  have  been 
landed.  Ths  weather  keeps  cold  and  unseasonable  for 
the  end  of  May.  Wi  h  a  low  baroni»ter  and  watery  look- 
irj(  clouds  we  are  likely  to  have  more  rain.  The  rivers 
are  in  cipi'al  order  for  sea  trout  running  from  the  sea,  and 
it  may  be  remarked  that  the  run  of  trout  is  much  bjtter 
ihanthatof  last  week.  The  month  of  May  hag  been  the 
coldest  for  a  great  many  years.  Unfortunately  the  cold 
wfather  hag  kept  the  fly  off  the  water,  and  yellow  trout  are 
not  yet  in  such  good  condition.  Appirently  it  will  take 
another  f  jitnight's  fine  weather  to  bring  the  trout  into 
order.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  on  the 
'lifferent  liverg  of  tbii  district  ainca  bet  week.  The 
An.va.v,— Tliia  river  was  in  flood  on  Thursday.  Heavy 


rain  fell  again  on  Friday,  and  tli9  river  overflowed  its 
banks  on  Saturday  morning.  While  the  waters  remained 
muddy  lait  fishers  were  out  in  numbers,  and  many  fiee 
catches  were  made  with  iln  worm  as  a  lure.  Fiahing 
above  Annan  Bridge  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Mr.  David 
Loudon,  jan.,  killed  two  sea  trout,  of  2lb,  and  IJlb., 
besides  a  good  number  of  yellow  trout,  all  caught  with  tto 
common  garden  worm.  Another  local  rod  had  a  big 
catch  of  thirty- two  yellow  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing 
IJIb.  Mr.  McGiverin,  fishing  in  the  Craigdale  water  of 
Northfield,  had  a  few  burn  trout  with  worm.  He  also 
hooked  a  grand  yellow  trout  of  about  41b.,  but  lost  it. 
Mr.  Thomson  had  a  number  of  nice  fish,  and  Mr.  Jas. 
Loudon  killed  nine  or  ten  above  the  town  bridge.  In 
Mount  Annan  water,  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's  keeper  had  a 
couple  of  sea  trout  last  week,  atd  Mr.  Thorburn  was  also 
reported  as  having  a  few  yellow  trout.  In  the  upper 
portion  of  Mount  Annan  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  John  llie 
killed  two  sea  trout  and  lost  three.  They  were  taken  with 
the  Silver  Devon  Mionow  in  Luce  stream.  The  same 
gentleman  had  some  fair  sized  yellow  trout.  Other  rods 
had  fair  sport  with  worm  bait.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water 
a  few  sea  trout  have  been  caught.  Mr.  Learmont  and 
Mr.  McDonald  were  reporttd  as  having  killed  one  each 
last  week,  and  another  angler  had  one.  A  fair  number  of 
yellow  trout  were  caught  with  bait  on  Saturday.  In  Sir 
Robert  Jardine's  portion  of  Castlemilk.  as  also  Murray- 
tbwiite,  Dormont,  Jardioe  Hall,  Wamphray,  and  Moffat 
waters  the  sport  has  been  fair  for  the  period  of  the  season. 
All  the  tributaries  were  in  order  for  worm  fishing,  and 
baskets  of  trout  from  six  to  a  couple  of  dozen  wers  killed. 
The  Nith. — This  river  was  in  flood  on  Saturday,  and 
quite  a  number  of  rods  were  out  fishing  with  worm  bait. 
The  catches  were  not  of  much  importance  ia  the  lower 
waters,  but  further  a-field  anglers  met  with  better  sport. 
In  some  of  the  semi-private  reaches  a  number  of  good 
trout  were  taken.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  waters  the  pros- 
pects are  now  better,  and  sea  trout  are  running.  The 
tributary  streams  have  been  doing  better,  more  especially 
the  Cluden  and  Cairn.  The  Galloway  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — On  the  rivers  of  this  district  some  good  sport  has 
been  obtained,  chiefly  with  the  worm^  bait.  On  the  Ken 
above  Carsphad  a  local  rod  killed  thirty  yellow  trout.  On 
the  district  lochs  of  Galloway  the  cold  weather  has  been 
agairst  trout  rising,  and  little  or  nothing  has  been  Ciught 
this  week.  Ayrshire  Lochs  and  District. — Not  many 
rods  have  ventured  out  on  the  lochs  owing  to  the  cold  and 
unsettled  weather.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Graham,  Man- 
chesterj  out  from  the  Eglinton  Hotel,  Dalmellington, 
killed  sixteen  yellow  trout  on  Loch  Doon  with  fly.  The 
rivers  have  not  been  doing  much  of  late.  On  tha  river 
Gryffe  a  number  of  Paisley  anglers  belonging  to  the 
Abercorn  Club  had  fair  sport  on  this  water.  An  angling 
match  took  place  between  six  members  of  the  club  and  a 
similar  numb3r  belonging  to  the  Bridge  of  Weir  Associi- 
tion.  The  strangers  (Paisley)  won,  but  only  81b.  15oz.  of 
trout  was  caught  against  71b.  12oz.  by  the  Bridge  of  Weir 
Club.  On  the  Stinchar  and  Glengarnoch streams  moderate 
baskets  have  been  had.  The  Solway. — A  remarkably 
late  run  of  spring  salmon  took  place  in  the  Solway  on 
Thursday  last.  These  were  beautiful  little  fish  of  91b.  on 
the  average.  Such  a  late  run  of  spring  salmon  has  not 
occurred  in  the  Solway  for  a  great  number  of  years.  Sea 
trout  are  making  a  better  show  in  the  nets  this  week,  and 
the  trout  have  increased  in  weight. — Heatherbell. 

Tw«ed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Biversi— 
Matters  piscato  ially  have  not  favoured  the  angler  in 
the  Tweed  in  the  Kelso  district  during  the  pist  week. 
Floods,  more  or  less,  have  been  the  predominating 
feature,  and  fly  fishing  has  not  been  what  it  ought  to 
be  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Cold  easterly  and  north 
winds  have  prevailed  to  a  great  extent,  and  the  want  of 
sunshine  has  been  the  means  of  causing  few  or  no  flies  to 
be  on  the  water  ;  and  the  trout  that  have  been  killed  were 
mostly  got  with  worm  and  other  ground-bait,  while  a  few 
have  also  been  killed  with  minnow.  For  the  season  of  the 
year  the  fish  are  not  in  the  condition  that  one  expects  just 
now— plump  and  full— as  they  are  still  lean  and  lanky, 
as  a  general  rule.  On  the  Eden,  however,  which 
is  a  more  sheltered  river  than  the  Tweed  or  the 
Teviot,  the  trout  killed  there  have  been  in  bet  er 
condition,  more  natural  feeding  having  an  inflaence 
to  this  end.  However,  notwithstanding  all  the  various 
diametrical  causes  that  have  have  militated  against 
the  disciple  of  old  Izaak,  some  fairly  good  baskets 
have  been  made  when  the  opportunity  offered  itself,  which 
anglers  were  not  slow  to  tike  advantage  of.  Little  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  salmon  angling  during  the  past 
ten  daysj  but  the  recent  floods  may  have  bean  the  means 
of  bringing  up  a  few  chan  fieh  to  the  middle  reaches. 
Yesterday,  on  the  Teviot,  Mr,  Frank  Stephani,  Kelso, 
hooked,  but  unfortunately  lost  after  a  twenty  minutes' 
run,  a  good  big  salmon,  guessed  at  161b.,  clean  run, 
his  tackle  (trout  fishing)  being  very  fine.  Of  those 
who  have  been  most  successful  in  trout  fishing 
during  the  past  week  were:  On  Tweed,  Mr.  Mercer, 
on  Tuesday,  101b  ;  anl  on  Wednesday,  Sib.;  and  on 
Saturday  he  had  81b.  on  the  Teviot.  This  week  he  has 
had  baskets  ranging  from  31b.  to  61b.,  killed  on  Eden  and 
Tweed.  Mr.  Mercer's  takes  were  mostly  got  with  worm. 
On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  G.  R^id,  9Ib. ;  Mr.  George  Watson, 
Kelso,  81b.;  Mr.  Jai.  Rjbertson,  71b.,  71b,,  and  910.; 
Mr,  Robertson,  three  baskets,  of  61b,,  51b.,  and  81b.  At 
the  "Cradles"  cast.  On  the  Tweed,  yesterday  (Tuesday), 
Mr.  William  Curii*,  Kdjo,  had  a  fine  trout  of  2|lb. 
weight.  On  the  Eden,  on  Tuesday,  Mr,  Archibald  Steel, 
jun.,  Kelso,  had  81b,;  Mr,  George  Robson,  on  the  Tweed, 
had  4ilb,,  and  on  the  Tweed  he  had  two  baskets  of  3|lb. 
and  6  b.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  John  Wright,  Sprouston, 
with  fly,  had  121b.  on  Monday.  On  Monday,  on  the  Kale, 
Mr.  Foster,  The  Felling,  Northumberland,  had  61b,  of 
nice  trout.  On  the  Kale,  Mr,  Ilandyside,.  Cupar,  had 
61b, ;  and  Mr.  James,  Dalkeith,  8lb,   On  tbie  Bowmont, 


on  Monday,  Mr,  .John  Currie,  London,  killed  81b.;  Dr. 
Currie,  London,  71b. ;  Mr.  Jas,  Thompson,  6J!b. :  Mr.  C- 
West,  Kelso,  4Jlb.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  W.  Shi«ll,  Kelso, 
had  sixteen  trout,  weighing  61b.  4/Z  ;  Mr  G.  Robson,  on 
the  same  river,  4':b.  The  fishing  competitions  on  the 
Borders  are  still  in  full  swing,  and  the  beet  basket  got  in 
the  Galashiels  Working  Men's  Club  was  one  of  Olb.  7oz.,' 
by  Mr,  John  Mclnnes,  The  other  baskets  racg»d  down  to 
21b.  St.  Ronan's  Club,  Innerleithen,  had  a  good  turn 
out,  and  Mr.  James  Anderson  wr.n  with  81b.  Other 
baskeits  down  to  2^.b.  On  Ihi  Whitadder,  on  Friday 
week,  Mr.  William  Martin,  staticn  master,  Mossend, 
Berwickshire,  tilled  16:b.  of  fine  trout  on  the  above  river, 
with  fly,  and  he  only  fished  the  Ellenford  water.— Max - 
wheel, 

IRISH  REPORTS, 

Ballina  (Imperial  and  Rryal  Hotel i  Private 
Water,  and  Gorcnorabbey  Hotel,  Xiong'h  Conn). 

— Weather  altogether  most  uufavonrable  for  tishing,  con- 
sequently  a  very  poor  report  this  week,  Mr.  Little,  for 
the  week,  killed  twenty  trout,  thi  largest  weighing  41b., 
and  one  salmon.  On  the  22ni,  Mr.  Whetherell  killed  a 
few  trout,  the  largest  weighing  3JIb.  ;  Mr.  Garvey  also 
killed  a  few  trout,  the  largest  2iib.  The  weather  still 
against  angling. — Manager. 

Ballina  (Private  Waters,  Moy  Hotel).  — Since 
last  report  weather  cloudy  and  occisional  showers.  Water 
ia  good  order.  Fish  getting  more  plentiful  on  the  river. 
On  the  private  waters  of  the  Moy  Hotel  there  is  a  good 
show  of  fish.  Anglers  coming  this  way  may  expect  good 
fishing.  Major  Brooke  Coliingwood,  Mr.  McKenz'.e,  and 
Mr.  Kempsey  had  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  at  Runagry, 
(May  22,)— John  Devees  (Ballina). 

Bann. — There  has  been  very  little  done  on  this  river 
for  the  past  week,  as  the  wate'r  vtai  corstantly  discoloured. 
It  has  not  ceased  raining  for  the  past  four  days.  L  lugh 
Neagh  is  now  full,  and  the  river  at  winter  level.  It  will 
require  a  week  to  bring  the  water  into  angling  order. 
There  are  salmon  on  all  the  reaches. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast,— On  Tuesday  night  a  heavy  thunderstorm 
was  followed  by  torrents  of  rain,  which  sent  the  rivers 
rapidly  into  flood  and  out  of  order.  Pravious  to  that 
trouting  was  fair  on  the  Dams,  Capt.  E.  R;  O.  Ludlow 
killing  two  dozen  fish  in  one  diy.  All  over  Antrim  and 
Down  the  rivers  are  in  flood  to-day  (Wednesday).— 
J.  A.  B, 

Caragh  Lake  (Kerry).- Sport  has  greatly  improved 
here  since  last  report.  Anglers  staying  at  Southern  Hotel 
have  had  some  good  baskets  of  trout.  Mr.  Day  and 
friend  killed,  on  the  20th,  one  and  a  half  dozen  ;  21st,  two 
dozen;  22nd,  four  and  a  half  dozen.  Peal  are  now  running 
into  the  lake.  Salmon  anglers  cm  get  tickets  at  the 
hotel  at  2s.  per  diy,  to  fish  both  sides  of  t'le  river.  Ail 
the  lakes  in  this  district  are  free  to  anglers. — G.  C. 

Cork  Rivers,  —  Though  the  weather  has  been 
generally  favourable,  and  the  waters  in  fair  order,  sport 
has  not  been  up  to  anticipation,  but  the  prospects  for  the 
nest  few  days  are  much  improved — T.  J.  D. 

Conib  and  Tributaries  (Galwaj),— The  variable 
wea.ther  has  had  its  usual  effect  on  the  Corrib,  for, 
although  the  river  is  full  of  salmon,  and  in  pretty  fair 
order — a  bit  high — lhiy  dj  not  seeaa  inclined  to  rise 
readily  to  the  anglers'  lures.  Peal  are  putting  in  an 
appsarance  rather  slowly.  Since  last  notes  the  brothers 
Lydon  killed  several  fish ;  Mr.  Goddard  had  four  ;  Com- 
matder  Law,  R,N.,  four  ;  Capt.  O'Hara,  threa;  Mr.  A, 
Jesson,  two;  and  Mr,  Shackle,  t(vo.  Major  Barton, 
Capt.  O'Hara,  and  Mr,  Jessoh  had  several  nice  dishes  of 
trout  on  Lough  Corrib. — J.  A,  B. 

Ciimmeiagh  and  Inney,— Sport  is  now  good  on  the 
above  waters  at  brown  trout,  and  a  few  good  sea  trout 
have  been  had  during  the  last  few  days  on  the  latter  water, 
but  none,  so  far,  on  the  former.  Salmon  and  peal  are 
numerous  in  the  tidal  section  of  the  Inney. — T.  J.  D. 

Ba'^t  Tyrone  Rivers;- The  Bkckwater  and  Baliia- 
derry  are  in  a  desirable  condition  for  bait  fishing,  but  too 
high  and  coloured  for  flyfishing.  There  is  not  much  to 
report  from  either.  No  salmon  have  yet  appeared,  though 
they  are  up  the  Bann. — J.  A.  B. 

Bfriff. — The  river  is  now  open  for  angling.  It  is  a 
well-known  salmon  fishery.  Dr.  Allman  ciught  three 
salmon  on  Saturday,  weighing  211b.,- 181b.,  and  181b. — 
Mackeown  (May  22). 

Erne  (Baltjslianiioii  and  Belleek).— Althcnihtha 
Erne  has  been  in  high  flood  for  tha  greater  part  of  the 
past  week,  some  splendid  trout  were  taken  on  it  by  tha 
folio  ving  anglers:  Mr.  E.  A.  Ealli,  during  the  past 
week,  killed  eight  trout,  weighing  from  l|lb.  to  4Hb., 
threo  of  this  lot  31b.  each,  and  largest  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  C.  C. 
Ralli  killed  nine  trout  during  same  time,  weighing  froni 
lib.  to  31b.,  in  this  lot  there  were  two  trout  of  21b.  each, 
and  One  of  31b.  (heaviest);  Miss  Cornelius,  in  sime 
tima,  killed  five  trout,  largest  2|lb. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike 
and  Mr.  G.  Antonini  also  took  a  number  of  trout  during 
the  past  week;  Mr.  W.  H.  Woods  took  one  magnificent 
trout,  weighing  6!b.  ;  Dr,  Fred.  Condon,  anotter  fina 
fellow  of  6Jlb.  On  2Gth  inst.,  Mr.  Wm.  Nealy  and  Mr." 
P.  R,  took  upwards  of  half  a  dozen  of  fine  trout  since  last  - 
report,  weighing  frcm  21b.  to  4Jlb.  The  first  salmon 
t  iken  with  red  and  line  on  the  Erne  this  season  was  landed 
by  Sir  William  Williams  on  23rd  inst.,  a  beauty  of  151b., 
after  a  gallant  fight  of  five-and-twenty  minuses.  The  May 
Fly  has  appeared  on  Loughs  Erne  ani  Melvin,  but  not  in 
any  quantities  up  to  time  of  [writing. — M.  Rogax  and 
Sons. 

Killamey, — Sport  is  now  prttty_  good,  gecemlly 
speaking,  and  the  prcspects  for  the  coming  week  are  much' 
improved.  On  the  mountain  lakes  sport  has  been  very 
good  at  the  small — but  game— brown  ttout  of  those  waters. 
On  the  rivers  in  the  Castleisland,  Castlemaine,  Killorglin, 
and  Caragh  distiicts  good  accounts  have  come  to  hand  of 
the  prospects  of  the  summer  fishing.— T.  J,  D, 
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Lee  (co.  Cork). — The  river  lias  bfen  keeping  in  a  very 
Ligh  state  for  past  week,  owii  g  to  the  cuntinued  wet 
weitLer.  A  large  number  of  frtsli  fish  have  pafsed  to  th^ 
upper  waters,  and  excellent  tpart  may  he  looked  forward 
to.  On  Lee  Mount  Fishery,  S.  O'G.  Roche,  12Jlb., 
7ilb.  ;  on  Mashanoglass,  Mr.  P.  Barry,  lOJlb.,  OJib., 
9|  b.,  "lb.  ;  on  A(-hron,  J.  L.  Peach,  10;b.,  7ilb.,  grilse 
3|lb.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

IiOQ^h  Cnvrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
is  slowly  improving.  Fear  salmon  have  been  bad  by 
anglers  sinca  list  report,  weighing  respectively  12ilb., 
lljlb.,  lUb.,  and  lOlb.,  and  those  fiah  have  been  rising 
much  better  a';  time  of  writing.  The  brown  trout  fishing 
ia  now  giving  good  spoit,  especially  in  Coffey's  Bay,  Eddira 
Bay,  Cummeragh  Bay,  and  around  the  Iltbbitand  Tub 
Islands.    Peal  and  sea  trout  ara  now  coming  up. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mnilc  and  Callow  (Coglilan's  Hotel, 
Tcxford). — Very  good  trout  tishing  on  the  above  loughs. 
Dr.  Luther  and  friend  got  sixty-two  trout  in  two  days ; 
Mr.  Mitohel  and  Mr.  Birch,  tnenty-five  in  one  day  ;  Mr. 
Schargill,  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  last  week.  Biver 
out  ot  order,  but  any  amount  of  fish  up.  Good  sport  on 
clear  of  water  — Angler. 

Lottgb.  DIask  and  Corrib.— The  following  anglers, 
fishing  from  Mount  Gab'e  Hotel,  Clonbur,  are  getting 
excellent  sport:  Major  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  Capt. 
Talmer,  Messrs.  Dra'^e,  Haynes,  Alingtjn,  McCaueland, 
and  Fletcher,  Major  Ferguson  making  the  largest  basket, 
seventeen  trout,  weighing  281b.  ;  Mr.  Aliogton  caught 
sixteen,  weighing  251b.  (largest  trout,  41b);  all  on  the 
fly  ;  some  large  pike  also. — J.  A.  J. 

Lou^h.  Melvin.  —  Owing  to  the  almost  incessant 
heavy  rainfalls  in  this  locality  since  last  report,  sport  on 
tlii  lake  was  not  up  to  the  average,  in  onsequence  of  the 
ursittled  state  of  the  water,  which  has  been  much 
discoloured  and  some  days  unfishable  during  1h9  past 
week.  The  following  are  the  particulars  :  Mr.  K.  H.took 
one  salmon  of  8|lb.  on  18th  inst. ;  Mr.  H.  Philips, 
another  of  91b.  on  19th  ;  Mr.  Jamea  Gallagher,  a  trout 
(Salmo  fcrox)  of  71b.  on  20th;  Mr.  P.  Grimes,  another  of 
4|lb.  on  22nd  ;  Mr.  E.  Mulhern,  one  salmon  of  Ifl^b.  on 
same  day ;  and  Mr.  A.  Gilbride,  one  salmon  of  81b.  on 
23rd.  Several  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  in  the  early 
part  of  the  week.  The  heaviest  basket  was  taken  by 
J.  W.  Pane,  weighing  131b.,  and  contained  nineteen  trout. 
— M.  EoGAN  AND  Sons. 

IiaUgh.  Siieelin. — The  Green  Drake  is  puttirg  in  an 
appearance  on  Lough  Sheelin,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week 
will  be  well  on.    Heavy  rain  fell  this  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Eervy).— Sport 
has  been  very  gocd  since  Saturday  last,  when  rain  fell 
heavily.  On  Saturday  evening  and  throughout  Sunday, 
Monday,  and  Tuesday  the  brown  trout  rose  readily,  and 
three  were  frequently  had  at  a  cast  on  Loughs  Drenane, 
Cnmmeravanig,  Filealouglii,andCoomcatcun.  Kosea trout 
can  enter  the  mountain  lakes  owing  to  ^naturj.  '.  otstruc- 
tions. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (BaUina,  co. 
Mayo). — Still  no  improvement  in  the  weather  or  angling 
in  either  lough  or  river.  Plenty  of  fish  in  the  lower  pools 
of  the  river,  but  not  even  a  minnow  could  entice  one  of 
those  beauties.  Fine  weather  is  all  that  would  he  required, 
and  gcoi  sport  would  b3  sure  to  follow.  A  gond  number 
of  trout  anglers  are  fishing  Jough  daily,  and  their  best  bag 
is  from  three  to  six  trout  daily,  and  many  bags  empty. 
1  hi  lough  has  risen  over  a  foot  since  my  last  report. — Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillalos).— There 
has  been  a  great  rush  of  anglers  here  this  week  for  the 
lake  trouting.  If  some  of  them  have  been  disappointed 
iLey  have  only  themselves  to  blame.  Why  will  people 
permit  themselves  to  be  led  astray  by  persons  who  know 
notliog  about  fish  or  fishing?  Own  affiir.  There  have 
been  a  few  good  baskets  made  this  week,  some  of  them 
weighing  from  51b.  to  161b.,  201b.,  and  22ib.  The  Rev. 
J.  L.  Peach,  England,  killed  on  Thursday,  on  the  lake, 
eleven  trout,  weighing  191b.,  and  on  Friday,  six,  lllb.  ; 
Head  Constable  Carbary,  Tulla,  amongst  other  fine  trout 
landed  one,  71b.  I  have  just  seen  a  beauty  landed,  8|lb. 
Weather  has  been  very  wild  and  cold  both  on  lake  and 
river.  Quite  a  flood  in  the  river  to-day.  Just  what  we 
like.  Salmon  will  run  up  in  goodly  numbers  ;  grilse  ditto. 
First  grilsa  of  the  season  landed  to  day.  Next  week  I 
shall  hope  to  send  you  a  better  report.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli).— We  have  again  had  a 
vary  heavy  rainfall,  and  consequently  the  river  is  in  high 
flood.  Sport  has  been  very  poor  for  the  week.  On 
Doonaes,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  one  salmon,  14Jlb.,  on 
20th.  On  Woodlands,  Major  C.  Hayes,  Newington,  killed 
one  salmon,  7ilb.,  on  19tb.  There  las  not  been  many 
trout  anglers  out,  but  some  very  nice  fish  have  been  got. — 
J.  E.VRIGHT  AND  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  shown  much  improvement  at  brown  trout  on  all  the 
above  waters  since  last  report,  and  the  fish  had  were  gene- 
rally of  a  better  size  and  in  very  fine  condition. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUiugar).— Up  to  date. 
May  23,  1  can  only  speak  from  experience  of  one  of  these 
lakes,  vi/...  Lough  Eunell  or  Belvedere,  as  the  rise  of  the 
Green  Drake  is  usually  a  week  earlier  than  ou  Dorra- 
varagh,  and  a  fortnight  or  so  before  it  becomes  general  on 
Lough  Owel  The  fishing  has  been  of  a  most  disappointing 
character,  sport  being  very  p  )or.  The  only  reas  .n  wh'ch 
has  been  assigned  for  this  is  the  abnormal  rainfall  for  the 
season,  in  consequence  of  which  the  lake  has  risen  con- 
siderably, and  baconne  in  many  places  near  the  influx  of 
streams  partially  discoloured.  It  is  hardly  worth  while 
giving  particulars  of  "  takes."  On  Wednesday  evening, 
17th  inst.,  a  friend  and  self  got  four  trout,  weighing  121b. ; 
and  on  20th,  self,  two  fish,  01b.  A  very  large  number  of 
tourist  anglers  have  arrived,  including  a  big  eprinkling  of 
ladies.-T.  J.  W. 


MAY  FLY  PROSPECTS. 

There  has  been  no  rise  of  May  Fly  to  justify  the 
eondiog  of  special  reports,  but  we  gather  from  some  of  our 
river  reporters  that — 

"  The  Midges  are  on  the  water  (Dart),  the  black  being 
most  prominent  " 

"Surely  we  (Idle,  North  Notts)  shall  have  a  change 
soon,  for  are  we  not  on  the  eve  of  the  May  Fly  season  ? 
Aquatic  flies  are  scarce,  and  land  flies  are  '  daft.'  " 

"Tie  trcutare  feeding  on  caddis,  and  with  a  few  warm 
days  we  (Lugg  and  Arrow)  should  no  doubt  see  the  May 
Fly."  From  the  Teme,  Ludlow,  the  same  report  is 
given. 

"  The  May  Fly  has  not  been  seen  on  these  rivers  (Wye 
and  Derwent)  at  present.  Trout  seldom  take  the  Drakes 
here  until  June  3rd  or  4th." 

"  Green  Drakes  appeared  on  the  north  end  of  Lough 
Mask  in  the  first  weak  of  May,  and  are  to  be  seen  every 
day  till  the  middle  cf  September,  more  or  less.  There  is 
not  such  a  great  rise  of  Drakes  on  Lough  Mask  as  on 
Ihj  dapping  lake?." 

"  The  May  Fly  has  appeared  on  Loughs  Erne  and 
Melvin,  but  not  in  any  quantities." 


Ilnaling  '^ixtuxes. 

May  29.   

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Annual  supper. 
May  30. 

BermoEdsey  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Distribution. 

Islington  Brothers:  Distribution. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Sea  fishing  out'nj. 

Ormonde:  T.A.P  S.  concert. 

Royal  Oak  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Silver  Trout:  Dinner  and  distribution, 

Wellington  :  Distribution. 
May  31. 

Cosy:  Concert  and  distribution. 

Crown  and  Buckland :  Distribution. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
June  1. 

Duke  of  Norfolk :  Dinner  and  distribution. 


June    4. — Dalston :  Annual  dinm  r. 

,,     4. — Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,     4. — Royal  Oak:  Annual  dinner. 

,,     5. — Clerkenwell    and    District    Visiting  List: 

Smoking  concert   at  the   Empress,  St. 

John  Street-road. 
,,     5. — Good  Intent :  Visit, 

,,  5. — Harcourt :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution.  ,^ 
,,     5. — Hearts  cf  Oak:  Annual  supper. 

5. — Jubilee:  A.B.S.  concert  and  distribution. 
,,     5. — Nottingham  Wellington  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     C. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
,,     6. — Elgin  :  Distribution. 
,,     0. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Visit. 
,,     6. — Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Snpper  and  distribu- 
tion. 

,1     7. — Camden  :  Supper. 

1,     7. — Duke  of  Norfolk :  Annual  dinner. 

7. — Greenwich  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution, 
,1     7. — Izaak  Walton:  Distribution  and  supper. 
,,     7. — Stratford  :  Sapper. 
,,     8. — West  London  ;  Annual  dinner. 
,,    11. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Annual  dinner, 
,,    11. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,    13. — Good  Intent:  Distribution. 
,,    13. — Gresham  :  Lantern  lecture  by  "  Straw  Hat." 
,,    16. — Dalston  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
,,    16. — Opening  of  coarse  fishing  season. 
,,    18.— Dibdin  :  Outing. 
,,    18. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Matc'a. 
,,    21. — Brompton  :  Annual  dinner. 

25. — AUason  United  :  Pegged-down  match. 
July  17. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 


leprts  from  Clu&s 

We  teg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.  W. — 
The  special  meeting  took  place  on  May  21,  when  several 
rules  were  revised,  also  the  first  match  arranged  as 
follows  :  The  first  pegged-down  match  takes  place  in  A. A. 
waters,  Veitche's  Pound,  Langley  (meadow  side),  on 
Juno  25.  Two  rods  allowed;  all  fish,  excopt  perch  and 
pike  weighable.  All  to  leave  by  the  12.13  (midnight) 
train,  S.W.B.,  or  any  subsequent  trains.  Members  to 
report  themselves  to  secretary  (o  have  their  names 
entered,  and  show  fish  aud  answer  roll-call  at  the 
finish,  when  the  secretary  will  givo  the  ui^ual  signal 
for  cease  fishing.  Messrs.  Prouten  and  E.  Jackson 
are  the  appointed  stewards  for  placing  the  pegs  in. 
Will  all  A. A.  affiliated  societies  please  take  notice 
where  our  pegged-down  match  takes  place,  so  there  will 
be  no  interference  in  our  match.  I  thank  my  brother 
secretaries  to  make  note  of  this.  We  had  a  circular  sent 
by  friend  Conn,  sec.  Bermondsey  Bros.  A.S.,  re  benefit 
cjncert  for  the  widow  and  eight  children  of  our  late  and 
dear  old  brother  angler,  aud  wo  unanimously  voted 
10a.  Gd.,  and  promised  to  further  take  concert  tickets. 


Ben  was  chosen  to  serve  on  the  committee  for  that 
purp  S3,  and  Ben  will  be  happy  to  do  so.  We  have 
also  done  more  good  for  the  little  fishes.  We  have  raised 
the  standard  lin  over  the  present  standard  of  the  Thames, 
and  we  have,  of  c  mrse,  abrdished  gross  weight.  We  were 
busy  till  twelve  o'clock. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — At  the 
meeting  of  the  above,  on  May  24,  it  was  proposed  that  the 
annual  dinner  should  take  place  on  July  17.  Messrs. 
Watling,  Nunn,  sen.,  Nunn,  jan.,  Hske,  Hulme,  King, 
Walker,  Millin,  and  Merry  were  elected  to  serve  on  com- 
mittee. The  special  meeting  is  adjourned  until  Wednes- 
day, May  31.— G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.  —  On  Wednesday  next  a 
speciil  committee  meeting  will  be  held,  when  some 
important  busiaess  will  be  brought  forward.  Two  cases  ot 
dace,  ciught  by  Mr.  B.  C.  Booth  recently,  will  be 
shown  in  club-room  on  the  same  evening,  having  been 
preserved  by  our  member,  Mr.  J.  Jones.— F.  W.  Martin. 

BaDsersea  Friendly  Angrltug  douiev^,  vueea's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea.  S.W. — Members  are 
reminded  of  general  meeting  next  Tuesday,  30th.  Messrs. 
Hersant  and  Hudson  were  out  trout  fishing  last  Monday 
on  the  Darenth  ;  both  returned  with  well  filled  creels. 
Lists  opened  for  new  privileges  ;  will  members  let  me 
have  their  names  at  an  early  date. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials.  Lord  Ranelagh,  Verona- 
street,  Battersea. — Will  members  kindly  attend  club  next 
week  for  important  business,  also  for  privilege  tickets. 
Anglers'  Benevolent,  &o.  ?— T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on 
Tuesday,  May  30,  at  7.30  sharp,  Mr.  H.  D.  Hinton  in  the 
chair.  Members  and  friends  who  will  favour  us  with  their 
company  are  particularly  requested  to  notice  the  time  the 
dinner  will  be  on  the  table,  7.30.— Alf.  Conn. 

Blaokfriars  Angling  Society,  The  Imperial, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E. — Will  members  turn  up  in  force 
next  Wednesday  to  arrange  prize  list  for  ensuing  season  ? 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  proposed  as  working  member.  Members 
who  want  privilege  tickets  may  have  same  by  applying  to 
secretary.  Mr.  Maurice  Cowan  was  made  a  life  honorary 
member.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  we  shall  wel- 
come. Our  visit  on  the  8.L.U.V.  list  was  a  success, 
although  only  thirteen  clubs  answered  the  roll,  but  the 
talent  was  grand,  with  thanks  to  Mr.  M.  Cowan ;  also  the 
gentlemen  who  favoured  us  with  their  presence  from  the 
Drayton  Park  Piscxtorials  through  Mr.  Greg,  whom  the 
members  thank. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  May  17  Mr. 
J.  Windsor,  jun.,  was  elected  a  working-  member.  The 
twenty-seventh  annual  snppar  and  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  on  May  18,  on  which  occasion  the  chair  was 
most  ably  filled  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  faced  by  Mr.  J. 
Pailes.  After  the  supper,  which  was  most  excellent,  our 
wortby  chairman  distributed  the  prizes,  Messrs.  J.  Taylor, 
W.  Bray,  P.  8.  Pavett,  C.  Davis,  and  H.  Davis  being  the 
chief  recipients.  A  good  list  of  prizes  was  then  bo  iked 
for  the  coming  season,  to  which  I  should  be  pleased  to 
receive  any  addition.  I  thank  members  and  friends  of 
other  societies  for  their  company  on  that  occasion.  On 
May  24  Mr.  H.  Walker  was  elected  an  honorary  member. 
— T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Doyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  8.W.— Our  attendances  have  im- 
proved lately,  and  much  pleasure  was  evinced  last  Wednes- 
day when  our  chairman,  Mr.  Barber, put  in  an  appearance 
after  a  severe  illness.  Several  important  items  of  business 
have  been  dealt  with,  our  annual  dinner  being  fixed  for 
June  21.  Outlying  members  are  kindly  asked  to  note  the 
date,  and  also  that  we  are  making  up  our  lists  for  new 
privileges  and  Ang'ers'  Benevolent  cirds. — C.  Ashby. 

Camden  Angxmg  Society.  Tire  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Mr.  Boxall 
having  resigned,  Mr.  Marshall  has  been  appointed  sec. 
Tiro  tern.  All  members  not  clear  on  the  books  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  when  they^will 
hear  something  to  their  advantage.  Supper  on  June  7,  at 
7  p.m.    All  donors  kindly  forward  prizes.— R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— Our  prize  distribution 
takes  place  on  May  30,  and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  all 
members  present.  A  committee  meeting  takes  place  on 
Thursday,  to  arrange  prize  fixtures  for  the  ensuing  season. 
Privilege  tickets  are  now  being  issuad,  and  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  receive  all  names  of  members  wishing  to  take 
up  same.  It  will  interest  members  and  friends  to  know 
that,  in  response  to  an  invitation,  Mr.  Percy  Thornton, 
M.P.,  has  accepted  the  presidency  of  our  society,— S, 
Violet.  _  ..  , 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Vlsltlngr 
List.— The  concert  in  aid  of  the  priz?  fund  of  the  above 
will  take  place  at  the  Empress,  St.  Jobn-street-road,  on 
Monday,  June  5.  The  secretaries  of  all  clubs  on  the  list 
have  a  supply  of  programmes.  There  will  be  plenty  of 
good  talent  and  a  large  room,  and  ladies  are  respectfully 
invited.  The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers.    Date  later.— F.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Saoietj;,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
May  18  our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  took  place  at 
the  Cobden  Club,  when  a  splendid  dinner  was  put  on  the 
table  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland-street,  Soko,  tor  eighty- 
five  members  and  friends,  who  did  ample  justice  to  the 
difl'erent  courses  placed  in  front  of  them.  Among  the 
visitors  were  members  of  the  Date  of  Norfolk  A.S., 
AUason  United,  Jubilee,  Harcourt,  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
the  Queen's  Piscatorials.  After  the  dinner,  £37  lOs.  in 
prizes  was  give  away,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  we  have 
£35  to  start  the  new  year  with.  The  usual  harmonic  meet- 
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iDg  closed  a  pleasant  evening,  and  the  members  dispersed 
at  half-past  one — Twyman. 

Collin  ?wood  Anglinsr  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaclrfriars-road,  8.E. — Our  new  rule  for 
'  abolishing  gross  weight  was  carried  unanimously  by  the 
membjrs.  Members  wishing  privilege  tickets  must  apply 
to  me  for  them  as  soon  as  possible.  Several  members 
were  out  sei  fishing  on  Monday  and  had  some  gcoi  takes. — 
W.  H.  Stafford. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Soolety, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C. — At  our 
last  m^etino',  Mr.  J.  Steadman  atd  W.  Wretton  were 
elected  working  members.  Oarconcert  and  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  place  on  May  31,  when  we  slrill  be  glad  to 
welcome  anglers  and  friends  who  will  favour  us  with  their 
company.  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  donors  will  forward 
Iheir  prizes  as  soon  as  possible. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dibdin  Ajigling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Cavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — Saturday's  meeting  to  arrange  prizB  list 
was  a  good  one.  The  list  was  got  through  in  good  form, 
but  there  are  still  three  or  four  more  to  get.  On 
"Wednesday  evening  Mr.  Snell  swelled  the  list  by  offering 
another  guinea,  and  he  also  became  a  working  member. 
Our  first  outing  is  on  June  18,  for  three  prizes  ;  all  fish  to 
weigh.  I  got  twelve  members  on  A.B  S.  This  is  good 
for  a  stwt ;  at.  least,  so  thinks — Johnny  Edwards. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. —  On  June  7  cur 
annual  dinner  and  distribation  of  prizes  takes  place. 
Gentlemen  and  members  will  please  forward  same  as  soon 
as  Dossible.  and  oblige. — W.  Jenkins. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Our  return  visit  takes  pkca 
on  June  5.  Chairman,  Mr.  G.  Hunt ;  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
G.  Hnggett.  Chair  to  be  taken  at  8.30  sharp.  Our  distri- 
bution of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  June  13  ; 
chairman,  Mr.  J.  Williams. — E.  Murphy. 

Orange  Angling  Society,  The  Ea.rl  of  Derby, 
Grango-rcal,  S.E. — The  saventeenth  annual  me?ting  of 
this  society  was  held  on  the  23rd  inst.,  Mr.  J.  K.  Rich 
presiding.  Daring  the  course  of  the  last  twelve  months 
seven  honorary  and  five  active  members  were  enrolled, 
and,  after  paying  expenses  and  givin?  several  donations, 
there  is  a  balance  in  hand  of  £6  8j.  10|d.  Weight  of  fish 
weighed-in  showed  a  decrease  of  51b.  4oz.  The  follow- 
ing officers  and  committeemen  were  re-elected  for 
the  ensuing  year  :  President,  Mr.  J.  iHamilton  ; 
vice-president,  Messrs.  E.  Ryder  and  T.  Forbutt ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  J.  iH.  Rich ;  committee,  Messrs.  Geo. 
Gibbons,  W.  Rich,  S.  Tagg,  C.  Green,  E.  Stoker,  J. 
Cba'kley,  T.  WoUand,  W.  J.  Wade,  and  E.  Lee ;  hon. 
Becretary,  Mr.  W.  Kayes.  Votes  of  thanks  were  given  to 
the  auditors,  Messrs.  Lee  and  Qainn  ;  also  to  the  officers 
and  ccmnitteemen  for  past  services.  Mr.  W.  Rich,  jun., 
nominated  four  friends  as  active  members,  and  they  will 
be  balloted  for  on  Tuesday,  7th  prox.  The  annual  outing 
and  dinner  was  difcuesed,  and  suggested  th^it  we  go  either 
to  Windsor  or  Wateringbury,  on  the  27th  prox  ,  but 
that  the  matter  be  finally  settled  at  the  next  meeting.— 
W.  K. 

Oreenwicli  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — At  our  weekly  meeting,  held 
this  evening,  three  hon.  and  three  fall  members  were 
elected,  making  up  to  date  116  members.  We  hold  our 
annual  dinner  at  the  clabhonse  on  Wednesday,  Jun*  7, 
when  our  president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  will  take  the 
chur.  Dinner  on  the  table  at  7.30  p.m.  prompt.  An 
excellent  programme  is  arranged,  and  the  distribution  of 
prizes  won  during  the  last  season  will  take  place  after  the 
dinner.  The  committee  have  recommended  that  in  future 
no  gross  weight  prizes  be  given  or  accepted  by  the  club. 
A  discussion  on  the  tu'iject  will  take  place  at  a  special 
meeting  before  the  op  ning  of  the  season  for  coatss 
fishing.  Several  members  have  been  out  on  Thames  and 
Lea  in  search  of  trout,  but,  with  the  exception  of  myself, 
who  ciught  a  small  one  of  lib.  9oz  ,  they  were  unsuc- 
cessful, probably  on  acJount  of  the  uneettlel  state  of  the 
weather. — J.  Dbyden. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harconrt-street,  Marylebone. — Our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  June  5,  when  I  hope 
to  see  all  the  members  together.  We  have  made  two  new 
members,  and  have  more  to  propose.  After  June  5  our 
meeting  night  will  be  changed  from  Monday  to  Thursday, 
to  meet  the  recjuirements  of  the  house. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Te  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Oar  annual  supper  takes 
place  on  May  20.  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
June  5.  Mr.  W.  WriRht,  of  Bethnal  Green-road,  will 
cater  for  the  supper. — C.  Smith. 

Highbnry  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
ToUington-road,  Hollow  ay,  N. — In  tp'.te  of  the  unfavour- 
able holiday  weather,  the  following  weighed-in  trout  on 
Whit  Monday  :  Mr.  T.  A.  Saunders,  one  fish,  41b.  2oz. ; 
Mr.  G.  West,  one  fish,  ;51b.  13|oz. ;  ad  Mr.  E.  Wymer, 
one  fish,  .olb.  13;z.  (third  silver  medal  for  season).  The 
Kennet  fishery  bsa  also  yielded  some  smaller  fish,  Mr. 
Berry  and  Mr.  Woidrnffe  both  obtaining  sport  on  the 
21th.  Four  nomioations  for  membership  were  recaived 
on  Wednesdiy  night,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next 
weak.— E.  W. 

,      Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  but 
so  few  mernVier  present  that  no  butinfss  was  transic'ed. 
The  prize  diatiibntion  on  Tuesday,  May  .30,  but  the  prizi's 
I    are  coming  in  very  slow  at  preaei  t     Members  and  friendit 
who  have  kindly  promised  prizes  please  forward  same  to 
the  ae-cretary  am  Roon  as  p  issitjle  — J.  H  Herbert. 
I      Izaak  Walton  Angii  ig  Society,  Old  King  John's 
1    Head,  Maugfield-atreet,  Kinggland-road. — The  distribution 
(    of  annual  and  special  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
Jane  7.    To  celebrate  the  event  it  has  been  arranged  to 
}  :7ea  supper.   Those  who  intend  being  present  at  the 


supper  please  send  in  their  names  as  early  as  possible. 
Piivilege  tickets  for  the  ensuing  season  are  now  in  cours9 
of  preparation,  so  would  thank  members  to  forward  their 
instructions  without  delay — 11.  B. 

X'imehouse  JPiscatos^i  1  Bociety.— We  are  now 
settliijg  down,  and  getting  into  good  working  order.  The 
rule  book  is  now  ready,  and  members  can  have  a  copy  at 
the  meeting  on  Friday  next.  Three  new  members  pro- 
posed at  the  latt  meeting. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, PentonviUe-road,  N.— On  May  17  b  twom 
thirty  and  forty  members  and  friends  sit  down  to  our 
seventeenth  annual  supper,  which  was  a  great  success. 
Mr.  Pearce,  our  worthy  host,  oitering  for  us  in  his  usual 
good  style  ;  Mr.  C.  Walling,  sen.,  made  an  able  chairman 
on  this  occasion.  A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
The  principal  prize  winners  were  :  Mr.  Johnson,  1st  gross 
weight ;  Mr.  Killick,  2ad  ;  Mr.  Cook,  3rd  ;  Mr.  Bowdrey, 
Mr.  Killick,  Mr.  Biggs,  and  Mr.  Packer,  also  taking 
prizes  for  sfeoitnen  fish.  Mr.  Richardson  started  our 
prize  list  with  a  guinea  roach  pole  for  the  comina  season, 
and  a  great  number  of  other  prizes  were  promised  by  the 
visitors  and  members.  In  all  a  very  jolly  nivht  was  spent. 
I  must  remind  members  that  Wednesday  next  is  our  fourth 
quarterly  night,  and  election  of  officers  for  coming  season. 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — W.  Watling. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-sguare. — Our  competition  on  Whit  Monday  was 
completely  spoiled  by  the  weather  being  very  wet,  cold, 
and  gloomy,  consequently  only  a  few  faced  the  music. 
The  result  was  :  Mr.  White,  first ;  Mr.  Veale,  second  ;  and 
Mr.  Whittington,  jnn.,  third,  all  with  trout  from  the  Dee 
and  Pen-j-Cae.  Climatic  surroundings  continue  most 
miserable,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  shows  no  improve- 
ment. Worming  for  trout  should  be  successf  al  for  those 
who  care,  for  the  fly  is  of  no  use,  at  least,  it  was  not  on 
Bank  Holiday.  Well,  let  us  hope  for  better  things  before 
long.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction. — 
Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  June  4  at  the  Railway 
Hotel,  Burnham-on-Crouch.  Train  leaves  Bethnal  Green 
Junction  9.31  a  m.  On  June  13  we  move  from  the  Lamb 
to  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green. 
Will  members  state  what  privilege  ticket  they  want,  and 
pay  for  their  Benevolent  card  ? — G.  Bares. 

Ormonde  An^li^g  Society,  The  Royal  George, 
Carlisle- street,  Westminster-road.  —  On  May  30  this 
socitty  will  remove  to  their  new  headquarters  at  the  R  se, 
Saville-place,  Lambeth-road,  S  E.  (host,  W.  King),  when 
our  meeting  nights  will  be  altered  from  Wednesdays  to 
Tuesdays.  On  the  opening  night.  May  30,  a  concert  will 
be  held  on  behalf  of  the  T  A  P.S.,  when  as  many  anglers 
who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend  will  be  esteemed  a 
favour. — A.  Holbeow. 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Soolety,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — On  Miy  29  we 
reeumei  business  after  the  holic'ajs,  when  we  have  three 
new  members  to  ballot  for.  Absent  members  requiring 
A.B.  and  privileg)  tickets  must  inform  the  secretary  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  the  fishing  season  is  close  on  us. — 
W.  B. 

Bioyal  George  Ansriing  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — May  31  being  quarterly  nifiht,  we  hope 
to  sae  a  crowded  attendance  to  el^ct  new  officers  for  the 
coming  quarter.  On  June  7  a  general  meeting  is  called, 
so  as  to  discuss  some  very  important  business  ;  and  mem- 
bers will  greatly  oblige  by  turning  up  on  both  occasions. — 
J.  Gibbons. 

Kioyal  Oak  Angling  Saci&ty,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — A  smoking  concert  and  distribution 
of  prizss  will  take  place  on  May  30.  Our  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  at  Waltham  Abbey  on  June  4,  by  brake. 
Members  wishing  to  go  must  give  in  their  names  by 
May  30  ;  not  later. — F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington. — Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  on  May  18.  The  chairs  were  occupied 
by  Messrs.  G.  Hewitt  and  W.  Stone,  t'ur  prize  list  for 
the  coming  season  is  an  exce'lent  one.  Messrs.  T.  Rosser 
and  W.  Graveney  have  been  elected  working  members. 
Pleasj  note  special  early  meeting  next  Wednesday  ;  never 
micd  about  its  being  Derby  n  ght.  We  want  to  take 
names  and  subs,  for  new  privilege  tickets  and  other  special 
business— 9.30  sharp. — H.  Allan. 

Silver  Trent  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday  next.  May  30,  at  8  p.m.  sharp,  at 
Mr.  Dent's,  The  Hop  Pole,  Wardour-street,  Oxford- 
street.    Remaining  prizes  will  oblige. — Pelican. 

South  Bermondsey  Fiscatorials  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Several  of  our  members 
were  down  at  Amberley  for  the  holidays,  and  the  weather 
baing  fine  gave  them  a  good  opportunity  of  getting  about. 
During  our  rambles  we  came  across  several  members  eel 
fishing,  and  I  did  hear  one  of  them  oiught  a  roach  about 
2|Ib.,  but  returned  it  to  the  water.  Good  sportsman. 
I  must  again  remind  the  members  of  the  above  that  time 
is  getting  on,  and  I  shall  thank  them  to  attend  on  Friday 
to  assist  in  arranging  prize  list  and  other  business  ;  also, 
we  have  another  new  member  to  be  introduced  among  us. 
— J.  H.  Daviks. 

Sonth  Iiondon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  societies  on  the  above 
list  will  be  held  at  the  Woolpaok,  Bermondsey-street, 
Bermondsey,  on  Tuesday,  May  30,  at  nine  o'clock,  for 
election  of  officers,  payment  of  subscriptions,  &a. — Alf. 
Painter. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W. — On 
June  C  we  have  a  Central  visit,  and  trust  to  have  the 
support  of  the  visiting  clubs.— W,  H,  Bol  fkler. 


Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  fair  meeting  on  May  23,  Mr.  H. 
Walton  n  the  chair.  The  previous  week's  minutes  were 
read  and  coiifirmed.  Messrs.  W.  Heppe-lthw^ite,  G.  H. 
Mitchel,  and  E.  Reid  were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected. 
Several  prizes  have  been  added  to  our  list.  We  have 
vacancies,  shoull  any  gentleman  wish  to  j  in  ug.  Personal 
application  preferred  on  any  Tuesday  evening. — H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. —Our 
annual  dinner,  which  was  a  great  sucoeES.  took  place  last 
'Thursday,  May  18.  Mr.  G.  11.  Shepheid  very  ably  pre- 
sided over  a  crowded  room,  and,  after  the  usual  toists,  we 
got  throuah  a  first-class  programme.  Messrs.  Norton, 
Greenop  and  T.  E.  Danielle  scored  immensely,  as  did  also 
Messrs.  H.  Payne,  W.  E.  Piior,  and  several  o'hers,  whose 
names  I  have  not  siaie  enough  to  mention. — W.  Wra  y. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  S.E. —Oar  snpper  took  p'aco  on  May  19, 
and  was  in  every  way  a  success.  Several  gentlemen 
e  ffered  prizes  during  the  evening.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  pissed  to  our  worthy  host  for  the  splendid  supper  he 
provided,  and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  wound  up 
with  harmony.  I  bee  to  annonnee  that  our  annual  dis- 
tribution of  piizes  for  season  18i)8-99  takes  place  on 
Tuesday,  May  30,  on  which  occasion  all  club  anglers  will 
be  welcome. — F.  Westoby. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.  —  At  our  last 
meeting  night  it  was  decided  to  opan  the  sjason  wi:h  a 
peg-dowQ  matjh  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  on  June  18,  All 
to  go  down  by  the  last  train  on  the  Saturday  night. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Club,  The 
Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — A  very  good  attendance 
at  club  on  Tuesday,  making  four  new  members,  and  room 
for  more.  We  finally  arranged  for  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes  on  June  6;  to  follow  supper  a  select  c:n:ert 
(free).  As  we  have  secured  some  good  talent,  we  hope  to 
see  a  full  room,  and  spead  a  pleasant  evening.  —  X. 
Linden. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 

7193.  William  Hardy,  and  John  James  Hardy, 
Surrey-street,  London.  "  Improvements  in 
fishing-reels." 

29,367.    Fishing.    Patentees:  Messrs.  W.  and  C.  F. 

Ward,  Neptune-street,  atd  G.  H.  Wise, 
Rosamond-street,  both  in  Hull,  Yorks ; 
relates  to  trawling  gear.  The  bottom  of  the 
otter  beard  is  fitted  with  rollers  mounted  ia 
brackets.  The  axes  of  the  rollers  may  ba 
inclined  (o  the  plane  of  the  board,  or  the 
rollers  may  be  tapered  with  the  smaller  ends 
pointing  forwards.to  obtain  a  spreadicg  action. 
The  rollers  may  be  replaced  by  balls. 
30,188.  Fishing.  Patentees  :  L.  Levi,  of  Hessle-road, 
and  G.  Cartwright,  of  Hessle-road,  Hull. 
Trawling  gear.  The  foot-lioe  is  replaced  by 
a  rigid  tube,  and  the  head-line  by  a  flexible 
ore.  When  these  are  distended  with  air  or 
water  under  pressure,  they  assume  the  shape 
desired,  and  keep  the  mouth  of  the  net  op?n, 
thus  dispensing  with  beams  and  otter  boards. 
80S5.   John  Shepherd,  Buchanan-street,  Glasgow. 

"Improvements  in  and  relating  t3  steering 
gear  for  fishing  and  oth;r  boats  or  vessels. 
29,539.    Fishing.     Patentees:     Messrs.    T.  Green. 

Grimsby,  W.  Broadteat,  Weelsby,  and  J.  M. 
YcuDg,  Cleethorpe,  all  in  Lincolnshire, 
relates  to  shoes  for  otter  boards.  The  metal 
shoe  is  made  broad  and  heavy,  with  upturned 
ends  and  a  c'aannel  in  which  the  tapered 
bottom  of  the  board  is  bolted.  The  shoe 
may  be  divided  at  the  middle,  in  which  case 
a  strengthening  plate  is  employed.  When 
worn,  the  shoe  may  be  reverjed. 
869.  Fishing.  Patentees:  E.  Ray.  and  W.  H. 
Johnson, both  Hainton-street,  Great  Giimsby. 
Trawling  gear.  The  top  and  bottom  of  otter 
beards  are  connected  by  fixed  louvre  beards 
in  the  desired  minrer. 
1169.  Fishing.  Patentee:  T.  I.  Whipp,  of  York- 
shire-street, Rochdale,  Lancastire.  Rod 
fittings.  Rings  are  made  by  inclining  two 
rings  together,  and  then  soldering  them 
together  at  the  apex  and  to  a  plate  which  is 
whipped  to  the  rod  as  usual.  ^We  fear  Mr. 
Whifp  will  find  this  idea  has  been  cn  the 
market  here  and  in  America  for  many 
years. — Ed.  F.  (?.] 


The  first  number  of  a  new  publication,  entitled  "The 
Skipper;  A  Weekly  Log  of  Naut'cJ  Matters"  will  be 
issued  oa  Wednesday,  May  31.  Mr.  E.  F.  Knight,  the 
well  known  war  correspondent  of  the  Timr.<,  has  written 
an  interesting  account  of  how  he  ran  the  blockade  during 
the  Spanish-American  war  in  his  attempt  to  reach  C aba. 
Mr.  H.  Lawrence  Swinburne  ;  Mr.  Whelan  Boyle ;  Mr. 
C.  H.  Burrow  ;  Mr.  H.  D.  Lowry  ;  Mr.  Alfred  Bt-nson,  the 
originator  of  the  G->rman  rating  rule  ;  "Jib  Topsail,"  of  the 
Fit/aro  ;  Mr.  C.  N.  Boyn,  of  "  Le  Yacht"  ;  and  many 
other  well-known  writers  are  among  the  contributors  of 
the  new  paper,  which  is  edited  by  Mr.  Julius  Gabe. 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[Mat  27,  1899 


This  is  from  the  LychnoWte  poet  (Sid,  Eansom),  and 
written  expressly  for  "  his  beloved  F.  0." : 

"  The  world  unites  in  one  caress, 
And  nations  bow  the  knee. 
And  pray  that  Heaven  our  Queen  may  blo3S, 

Lotig  spared  to  us  may  be. 
Join,  then,  ye  anglers,  with  one  voice 
Unite  in  loyal  strain  : 
'  God  save  our  Queen  ' — Rejoice  !  Eejoice  ! 
Long  o'er  us  may  she  reign  !  " 


Mr.  W.  0.  WiLLCOX,  hon.  sec.  of  Ihe  Portsmouth 
Waltonian  Angling  Society,  writes  :  "  I  shall  be  glad  if 
you  will  kindly  find  space  for  an  announcement  respecting 
the  decease  of  our  h(  n.  treasurer  (Mr.  Edward  Bubie 
Hill).  He  died  on  May  13,  after  only  three  days'  illuess, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  jears.  He  wds  manager  ot  the 
Portsea  branch  of  the  Capital  and  Counties'  Bank,  was 
for  many  years  connected  with  the  Artillery  Voluutters, 
bat  retired  some  time  ago,  then  holding  a  ouptaincy,  he 
also  bad  the  Volunteer  decoration  for  long  service.  The 
society  has  lost  a  very  active  member.  He  his  b(  en  with 
us  1  iuefeen  jears,  the  last  seventeen  of  which  he  held  the 
post  cf  bon.  treasurer.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  angler, 
and  was  respected  by  everyone  he  knew.  The  interment 
took  place  on  May  17,  at  Kingston  Cemetery  (local), 
several  of  the  members  being  present  to  pay  a  last  tribute 
of  respect  to  cne  who  was  dear  to  ve  all." 


"  All  angling  visilo  s  to  the  pretty  angling  station  of 
Llanymynech,"  writes  a  correspondent,  "  will  hear  with 
the  greatest  regret  that  the  Eev.  Blias  Owen,  vicar  cf 
Llanyblodwell,  near  Oswestry,  died  very  suddenly,  at  the 
vicarage,  on  Friday,  May  19.  He  was  in  hie  usual  health 
up  to  the  very  last,  and  succumbed  to  an  apoplectic 
seizure.  He  was  one  of  the  most  excited  of  the  spectators 
of  the  otter  hunt  a  short  time  ago  on  the  Tanat,  when 
the  otter  was  found  in  a  bolt  nearly  opposite  the  vicarage, 
and  after  affording  capital  sport,  was  killed  a  short 
distance  below  the  Llanjblodwell  Bridge  over  the  Tanat. 
Mr.  Owen  was  not  only  an  enthusiastic  angler  himself, 
but  the  greatest  friend  to  anglers  in  general,  and  nothing 
afforded  him  more  gratification  than  granting  permission 
to  any  natives  or  strangers  to  angle  in  that  part  of  the 
Tanat  under  his  control. 

 >♦♦■»<  

"  It  therefore  is  no  matter  for  surprise  that  on  hearing 
of  his  death  all  the  angling  visitors  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Llanymynech  promptly  joined  in  a  subset ip  i)n  to 
purchase  a  funeral  wreath,  and  the  sum  collected  does 
credit  to  their  genercsity,  and  a  very  handtcms  wreath  was 
obtained  for  the  purpose,  towards  the  cost  of  which  many 
of  the  local  anplers  also  subfcrited.  The  funeral  took 
place  at  Llanyblodwell  on  Tuesday  last,  and  although  the 
weather  was  most  unfavourable,  as  it  rained  in  torrents  all 
the  day,  a  very  large  assemblage  of  friends  and  neigh- 
tours  weie  present  to  pay  their  last  respects  to  one  of 
nature's  own  gentleman,  and  of  whom  it  can  truly  be  said 
]i3  had  not  an  enemy  in  the  world,  and  by  none  was  he 
more  beloved  than  by  Lis  Nonconformist  parishioners." 

 >  »»♦ <  

The  business  of  the  Tay  Fishing  Sjndicate,  wh'ch 
includes  the  working  tf  all  the  sa'mon  fishirg  leases 
between  Perth  and  Dundee,  as  well  as  some  below  Dundee 
and  above  Perth,  has  just  been  taken  over  by  a  company 
formed  for  that  purp(S3,!  called  "The  Tay  Salmon 
Fisherii  s  Company."  The  signatories  to  the  memoiandum 
and  articles  of  association  are  the  Earl  of  Ancaeter ; 
Archibald  Coats,  Wco  Jside,  Paisley  (chairman  of  J.  and  P. 
Coats,  thread  manufacturers,  Paisley) ;  P.  M.  Coats, 
Paisley  ;  John  Motcrieff,  manufacturer,  Elmside,  Perth  ; 
P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  tackle  manufacturer,  Perth ; 
David  Bobb,  salmon  fisl  er,  Newburgh  ;  and  Henry  Robb, 
Bathepburn,  Rynd.  The  purposes  set  forth  in  the  memo- 
randum of  association  are,  in  addition  to  the  acquisition 
of  the  business  of  the  Tay  Fishing  Syndicate,  the  carrjitg 
on  of  the  bnsiceis  of  salmon  tacksmen  and  salmon 
merchants.  The  capital  is  £70,000,  in  70,000  shares  of  £1 
each.  We  understand  the  shares  have  all  hien  taken  up 
privately,  and  so  are  nnt  to  be  issued  to  the  public.  The 
solicitors  are  Mesers.  M'Cash  and  Hunter,  solicitors,  New 
Scott-street,  Perth. 


The  following  story,  illustrating  the  luck  which  some- 
timea  favours  the  novice,  is  told  by  "  Piscator,"  in  Ihe 
IHrmhirjIiam  Mail:  "A  licensed  victualler  in  the  Mid- 
lands recently  started  an  angling  club  in  connection  with 
hij  house,  although  he  was  altogether  unacquainted  with 
the  use  of  rod  and  line.  Some  time  ago,  a  ccn'est  was 
organised,  and,  anxious  to  parti  ipate,  Boniface  purchased 
some  hooks  and  other  tackle,  and  borrowed  a  rod.  As 
demonstr&t'iJg  his  igrorance,  I  may  say,  he  could  not  even 
thread  a  worm,  and  when  the  day  of  contest  arrived  he 
had  to  seek  instruction  at  the  river  side.  Those  who 
have  taken  rart  in  like  competitions  wiil  readily  appreciate 
the  unpopularity  of  the  man  who  seeks  advica  trom  his 
opponents.  Still,  he  managed  to  get  his  hot'k  baited,  and 
in  a  very  short  time  succeeded  in  capturing  a  good  sized 
cel.  Ho  again  baited,  with  the  aid  of  his  neighbour,  and 
ctoght  a  second  cel.  In  his  third  attempt,  with  borrowed 
hook  and  bait,  be  managed  to  secure  a  large  bream.  His 
Buccpfs  oceas^oned  him  such  surprise  that  he  rushed  away 
into  the  middle  of  an  adjoining  field  with  the  fish  under 
his  coat.   When  asked  what  he  was  doing,  he  remarked, 


'  I  ain't  going  to  get  near  the  water  again  until  I  get  this 
chap  safe.'  When  weighing-in  tiinJ  arrived  it  was  found 
that  the  publican's  catches  exceeded  in  weight  those  of 
any  other  competitt  rs,  and  he  consequently  carried  off  the 
first  prize — a  handsome  marble  timepiece — much  to  the 
chagiin  of  the  whole  of  the  other  contestants." 


On  May  1  the  Great  Eastern  Riilway  Company  com- 
menced to  run  first  and  third-class  restaurant  cars  with 
corridor  carriages,  which  are  attached  to  express  trains,  to 
and  from  London.  Although  a  quick  ride  to  Cromer,  it;  is 
yet  a  long  ride— for,  of  course,  it  is  a  long  way.  Now, 
thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  the  G.E.R.,  passengers 
may  breakfast,  lunote  n,  or  diae  en  route  at  a 
very  small  cost.  In  the  tbird-olass  saloon  car  break- 
fast (bacon  and  eggs,  or  chip,  or  steak^  with  tea 
and  coffee)  for  2s.  Luncheim  (aoup,  fiah,  joint,  vegetables, 
and  cheese)  23.  6d.  Table  d  liote  dinner  23.  01.  In  the 
firsc-class  saloon,  breakf<ist  ii  charged  2i.  Gd. ;  and  dinner 
(five  courses  and  dessert),  33.  GJ.  Surely  a  travelling 
'■  Frasoaty's."  Third-class  passengars  can  change  into 
dining-car  cn  route. 


The  wine  list  consists  of  sherry,  part,  claret.  Burgundy, 
Hock,  Champagne,  ip'rits,  liqueurs,  bottled  beers, 
ac-  ated  waters,  cigars,  cigarettes,  even  to  the  renowned 
Player's  Navy  Cut  tobacco.  Fancy  an  imperiil  half-pint 
of  bottled  Bass  for  4d  ,  or  a  bottle  of  ginger  beer  for  3d. 
Yet  so  it  is ;  I  have  sampled  many  of  the  good  things 
during  a  recent  "  run  "  to  Norfolk,  and  consider  that  the 
courteous  manager,  Mr.  IL  C.  Amendt,  deservcsevery  credit 
for  the  manner  in  which,  under  his  supervision,  the 
attendants  carry  out  the  scheme.  On  Sundaj  s  a  restiurant 
car  will  te  attached  to  the  9  .50  a.m.  train  from  Liverpool- 
street  to  Norwich.  On  and  after  July  1  a  restaurant  train 
will  leave  London  on  Saturdays  for  Cromer.  Passengers 
should  watch  the  trains  to  which  these  saloons  ara 
attached,  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Amendt  will  give  any  particulars 
on  application  to  the  Great  Eistern  Hotel,  Liverpool- 
street. 


The  following  account  of  a  duel— not  between  journalists 
or  fish — between  birds  is  "going  the  rounds":  "An 
extraordinary  scene  his  just  been  witnessed  in  the  grounds 
of  Milton  Park,  at  Peterborough.  A  heron,  which  had 
been  fishing  in  a  pond  near  Milton  House,  captured  a  fine 
fish,  which  it  brought  up  struggling  at  the  end  of  its  long 
bill,  when  another  heron,  which  had  been  watching  from 
the  shore,  plunged  into  the  water  and  tried  to  take  away 
the  fish.  A  desperate  combat  ensued,  as  both  birds  were 
full  grown,  powerful,  and  majestic.  They  fought  with 
both  bill  and  wing,  dealing  out  hard  knocks  rapidly,  and 
uttering  shrieks  of  anger.  So  furiously  raged  the  duel 
that  the  cf  mbatants  raised  quite  a  cloud  of  feathers  rourd 
them.  Suddenly  one  rolled  over,  and  the  other,  uttering 
a  victorious  'frank,'  th9  heron's  peculiar  cry,  and  la'^ber- 
ing  up  its  long  legs,  soared  to  the  trees,  where  it  began 
preening  its  disordered  plumes.  An  examination  proved 
that  the  other  bird  had  been  killed  outright,  and  it  was 
the  would-be  robber,  tjo." 


A  MOSSY  bank  in  a  leafy  bower, 

Within  my  reach,  my  favourite  flower, 

Peace,  gentle  peac^,  by  a  silver  stream. 

Each  ripple  kissed  by  a  golden  beam. 

My  creel,  my  rod,  my  line,  my  hook, 

And  by  my  side,  my  favourite  book. 

If  aught  compares  with  Heaven's  own  bliss, 

Surely  it  is— it  must  be— this,       Mosnar  Dis. 

 >♦»♦ <  

The  other  day,  a  gentleman,  rejoicing  in  the  salubrious 
name  of  Isaacs,  went  out  with  a  few  friends  for  a  day's 
fishing.  Towards  mid-day  one  of  their  number  busied 
himself  with  a  spirit  lamp  and  a  small  frying-pan,  arid 
managed  to  land  a  nicely  cooked  steak,  which  he  placed  ia 
a  convenient  spot  for  immediate  reference.  Going  to  the 
bank  for  a  moment  to  fix  his  rod  safely,  he  was  surprised 
on  his  return  to  find  that  his  intended  luscious  repast  had 
disappeared,  and  his  rage  found  vent  in  "  the  finest  flow, 
&c."  -Things  came  to  a  clitrax,  however,  when  Isaacs 
mildly  remarked  "  that  there  must  be  some  pig  mistake 
somevares."  "Missed  steak!"  yelled  the  other,  "of 
course  it's  missed  !  Of  course  it's  somewhere  !  And,  look 
here,  you  confounded  Shylock,  I'll  tell  you  what  it  is  ! 
It's  my  belief  that  you  know  where  my  pound  of  flesh  has 
gine  to." 


Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmobe,  writing  from  Norwich,  says  that 
"  The  second  competition  of  the  Caxton  Club,  Beccles,  took 
place  on  Saturday  afternoon.  The  weather  being  favour- 
able, some  good  catches  were  made.  Twenty  members 
took  part  in  the  competition.  The  following  are  some  of 
the  takes:  F.  Ulph,  71b.  4oz.  ;  H.  Butcher,  61b.  C  iz.  ; 
W.  Upcraft,  51b.  13oz. ;  W.  Lee,  sen,,  41b.  13oz.  The 
special  prizes  were  secured  by  Mr.  F.  Ulph,  heaviest 
weight;  Mr.  W.  Lee,  best;  half-dozen;  Mr.  H.  Ulph, 
largest  fish.  Total  weight,  33t.  91b.  lljcz.  No  fish  under 
7in.  were  allowed  to  couut." 


I  HEAR  that  my  old  friend,  that  well  known  "saU," 
George  Read  Clarke,  has  been  Ir-jing  his  luck  this 
Wbitsun  at  Dawliah,  in  the  Channel,  but  although  he 
fished  all  hp  knew  (and  that's  saying  something),  and  railed 
from  Diiwlish  to  Teignmouth  river,  the  sport  was  poor. 
1'he  only  luck  he  had  in  three  days  was  a  pollack  of  SJlb. 
and  three  smaller  fish,  all  taken  on  sand  worm.  The  fish 
would  not  look  at  an  artificial  bait,  although  Mr,  G,  Read 


Clarke  tried  several.  His  boatman  was  William  Spicer,  of 
4,  High-street,  Dawlish,  who  can  take  oce  to  some  coarse 
fishing  in  the  ssason.  Dawlish,  however,  ig  worth  a  visit, 
the  surroundings  being  simply  delightful ! 


The  following  is  from  the  Daihj  Mail's  Brussels  corre- 
spondent :  '°  The  hunting  of  thesnark  is  becoming  a  mere 
trifle  as  compared  with  the  hunting  of  the  spal,  a  pastime 
which  is  now  in  vogue  on  the  Meuse.  It  will  probably  bs 
remembered  that  two  seals  belonging  to  the  Liege  Zoo- 
logical Society  escaped  into  the  Meuse,  where  they  did 
enormous  damage  to  the  fish,  and  roused  the  ire  of  all 
anglers.  Rewards  were  put  on  their  heads,  but  it  took 
many  days  of  persistent  hunting  to  effect  the  capture  of 
one  of  them.  Since  then,  the  other  has  roamed  the  river, 
but  pursued  from  time  to  time  by  fishermen  arixious  to 
obtain  the  reward,  and  by  anglers  desirous  of  checking  the 
spoliation  of  their  preserves.  To-day,  as  one  boat  was  in 
hot  pursuit  it  caps-ized.  One  man  was  drowned,  but  a 
lock-keeper  gallantly  rescued  his  three  comrades.  A 
moment  later  the  brave  rescuer  himself  fell  dead  from 
excitement.   And  the  seal  is  still  at  large." 



"  Despite  the  lowering  clouds,  the  cold  winds,  and  ever 
and  anon  the  drenching  showers,  the  invitations  issued  by 
Mr.  Capon  for  his  fishing  excursion  to  the  Lark  Angling 
Suciety's  lovely  waters."  says  a  Newmarket  friend,  "  were 
eagerly  taken  up  by  thoss  who  had  been  before,  and  a 
most  enjoyable  outing  was  passed  on  Whit  Monday.  Mr. 
Capon  had  well  stocked  his  houseboat,  the  Leisure  Hour, 
with  the  good  things  of  this  life,  and  nothing  else  was 
wished  for  but  sport.  But,  alas  !  for  the  fickleness  of  our 
climate,  scarcely  any  sport  could  be  obtained ;  ia  fact, 
only  one  man  of  the  ten  or  twelve  goDd  men  there 
succeeded  in  catching  anything.  This  angler  is  just  now 
the  envy  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  He  laid  his  rod  on  the 
bank,  with  his  line  in  the  water,  and  proceeded  to 
the  boat  to  quench  his  thirsty  soul,  and  on  again 
taking  his  rod,  found  to  his  amazfment  that  he 
had  a  bite.  He  steadily  played  his  fish  for  some 
moments,  pulling  him  towards  him,  and  then  letting  him 
have  line  again,  and  eventually  got  his  bite  to  the  top  of 
the  water,  to  find  a  very  fine  bottle  of  ginger-beer  attached 
to  his  hooks.  Our  argler  friend  had  to  put  up  with  a 
good  deal  of  chaff  over  his  fine  catch,  and  one  member  of 
the  comiaoy  went  so  far  as  to  suggest  he  had  been 
jumping  '  hedges'  for  it.  The  angler  was  quite  disgusted, 
and  asked  them  not  to  make  a  '  mountain  '  of  a  small  hill, 
and  that  he  did  not  care  a  '  capon.'  However,  with  a 
good  supply  of  John  Dewar  things  were  soon  running  in 
their  old  groove ;  the  boat  wended  its  way  homeward, 
having,  in  spite  of  lack  of  spsrt,  had  a  most  enjoyable 
outing." 


The  Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society  (newly  formed  have 
evidently  ct  me  to  stay.  They  have  sent  the  Editor  a  copy 
of  their  rules  in  oaken  covers.  The  rules  are  very  credit- 
able to  them;  the  standard  of  talable  fish,  Thames  and 
Lea  measurement,  with  the  exception  of  roach — which  they 
make  Sin.  Boards  cf  oak  are  their  rules  ;  hearts  of  eak 
are  their  men  (a  bit  ^larcZ-hearted,  perhaps);  and  they 
evidently  are  ready  for  June  IG,  - 
 >♦»♦<  

"  Ben,"  of  the  AUason  United,  announces  that,  in  order 
to  save  the  little  fishes,  they  have  put  their  slardird  up  an 
inch.  The  new  secretary  of  the  go-ahead  Collingwood 
also  announces  tbat  his  society  have  unanimously  abolished 
gross-weight  fishing.  Bravo  !  Collingwood.  I  am  a  life 
hon.  member,  and  cannot  take  first  gross- weight  prize 
now  ! 


In  answer  to  J.  C.  Lacey,  the  Thames  Anglintj  News 

wi]l  be  sent  post  free  for  one  year  for  one  shilliag  on 

application  to  Mr.  F.  H.  Anophlett,  43,  High-street, 
Kingston-on-Thames. 


June  1G  will  ba  the  day  on  which  the  coarse  fish  season 
opens,  not,  as  several  correspondents  imagine,  on  June  15, 


The  annual  report  of  that  flourishing  society,  the 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association,  is  to  hand,  and 
will  be  noticed  in  next  issue. 

)  >  t  «  (  ■ 

Messes.  Newberry  and  Vernon  celebrated  the 
Queen's  Birthday  by  getting  saveral  ling  from  the  pier 
at  Ufracombe.  Mr.  Vernon  had  one  of  201b.,  and  one  of 
IGJlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Newberry  one  of  121b.,  and  they  hooked 
and  had  two  others  up  to  the  top.  Mr.  Newberry  had  a 
cod  of  161b.  the  preceding  day. 

 >»»♦<  

' '  What's  the  matter.  '  Di  ag  ?  '   Cold  no  better  ?  Done 

any  trout  fishing  ?    Have  you  ?  "    Now,  wait  a 

minute.  Visited  a  lovely  trout  stream  near  Cambridge; 
rain  ;  cold  ;  wet ;  confined  to  the  hotel ;  lunch  ;  something 
hot  to  drink  ;  rain  ;  wet ;  cold  ;  dinner ;  bed  ("  caught  no 
fish  to-day").  Next  day:  rain-  wet;  2i  minutes'  sun- 
shine; wet;  lunch;  easy  chair;  dinner;  Scotch;  home; 
bed  ;  and  glad  enough  to  get  back  ! 

The  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society  hold  their 
annual  dinner  on  Monday  eveiiing,  June  5.  They  have 
graciously  altered  the  <dato  from  Wednesday  to  Monday  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  the  London  contingent,  which,  it 
ia  expected,  will  be  pretty  strong,  and  amongst  whom — it 
the  "  flue"  can  possibly  be  shooken  off— will  be 

Dragnet. 
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NO   MORE   BULKY   FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Htis  nioe  compartments  for  keeping  Caats, 
Flies,  and  Hooks,  and,  thoagh  holding  a  large 
qaaatity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room 
in  the  pocket,  and,  having  tamed  down 
leather  Qaps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size.  Is.  7cl. ;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
CLOSED.  Dealers,  or 

WILLIAM  BIRKET,   Lord  Street,  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Agents:  S.  AI.X.COCK  ft  CO.,  XEDDITCH. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  FomUly  Circle  ia  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

3a  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  "Weekly  Newspaper 
ihat  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  P.  C.  G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  speciaUy  suitable  for  sending  to 
iriendp  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office:  TUDOR  ST.,  E.G. 


BE  NET  FINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALIH. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Slock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

PINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS, 

3Yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1/-  each,  10  -  per  doa. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted       -     -  from  2/5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING       -     -  „  12/6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish   „  7h 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS   „  5/6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  ....  „  9  6 

Large  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 

The  LADIES' BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7ioz.      .  .  25'- 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  10ft., 

and  lOift.   21  - 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  .     -  21'- 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21/- 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Top3  -  21- 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C 


TBAOE  MABK  (Begd.). 


P.  D.  MALLOCH,  Perth,  N.B., 

Uannfactnrer  of  every  description  of 
FISHING   TACK:I-.E   SUITABLE    for  ALI^    PARXS    of  the  WORLD. 


MALLOCH'S 
SUPERIOR  TROUT 
RODS. 

JJmsurpagged  for  Superiority  of  Worlcnuinship, 
Balance,  and  Casting  Power. 

IWt.,  in  3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  28/-,  28/-,  34/-. 
lift.,  „  28/-,  30/-,  36/-. 

i^t.,  „  3j/-,  32/-,  38/-. 

With  cork  grip,  6/-  extra, 
lift,  in  2  pieces,  with  spare  top, 
cnake  rings  and  cork  grip    ...  40y-. 

SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  ROSS. 

18ft.  Hteel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving 
*op  ringg,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted, 
rubber  button,  Ac.     The  very  best  Eod 
■that  can  be  produced  ...       ...  67/-. 

16ft.  Eod,  same  aa  above,  57/-. 
Tery  larfje  afisortnutnt  of  Salmon,  flrilne.  Sen 
Trout,  Ijorli  and  Itinfr  Flu-ii,  for  the  Scotch 
fyoch/i  and  Jtirerg,  all  tested  patterns  and 
heim tlf iilty  tied, 
TsrsE  Flibs  have  obtatsbo  Hiohwt  Attabds  whkrbveii 

EXHIBITr-D. 


MALLOCH'S 
Patent 

CASTING  REEL 

(Improved  Pattern). 


MALIOCH'S  PATENT  CASTIKC  REEL 

Improved  Pattern,  in  Gun-metal  or  Alumi- 
nium. The  greatest  boon  to  angler.*  yet  invented 
for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinda 
of  coarse  fishing  ;  nnsnrpassed  for  long  distance 
casting ;  simple,  and  easy  to  learn.  Rods  and 
lines  specially  suited  for  these  reels 
MALLOCH'S 

PATENT  ADJUSTABLE  BRAKE  REEL. 

In  Gun-metal  or  Aluminium.  T  he  brake  is 
easily  operated  by  the  hand,  whereby  the  check 
can  be  regulated  at  will  by  simply  turning  the 
milled  disc  on  spindle.  This  should  prove  a 
great  advantage  to  anglers,  as  the  check  can  be 
regulated  without  having  to  take  the  reel  to 
pieces,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  reel. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASES. 

For  salmon,  grilse,  sfa  trout,  and  eyed  flies 
of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact,  each  fly 
secured  by  neat  and  efE>'ctive  arrangement. 

jSTalloch's  Ooldjaiedal  Smlmon  nrul  Trottt  Itrels. 
In  Gun-inetal,  Ahitniniiini,  Ebonite,  mnd 
Cocus  Wood,   Made  in  18  different  sises, 
ILLUSTRATED    PRICE    LIST  FREE. 
Teloenuus:  "MALLOCH.  FERTU." 


The  IDEAL  MAY  FLY '"Te'eTd;!" 

>V    LARGE    A.NT)    VjVRIED    ASSORT  JVLKlsTX    OF"    OTHER    PATTERNS    ALSO    IN  STOCK. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS  AND  FLIES 


o.„M.wo„of  iULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  RODS, 


the  Prize  Medal 


A  SF»^CIALITY. 


the  May  Fly  Beaaon  at  iBl,  together  with  one  dozen  assorted  flies,  eyed  or  to  gut. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 


PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM ;  and  at 
19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOOIETT. 
The  Qsaal  weekly  meeting  wm  held  on  Wednes'lay, 
May  24,  at  the  Holbom  Kestanrant,  Mr.  R.  H.  Wood  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  pave  an  interesting  acootint  of  fisTi- 
ing  experiences  at  Danli^h. 

The  chairman  gave  his  experienca  of  the  Whitsan 
fishing  at  Son'h'vick  with  Messrs.  Minchin,  Mallett,  and 
OrisfieM.  The  fishing  was  poor,  eels,  dabs,  flonnders^ 
and  small  bass  only  being  taken. 

Mr.  Clarke  gave  some  most  valaable  reoorts  on  the 
ioflu'^Dce  of  trawlerg  on  the  dab  fishing  at  Diwlish,  and 
ths  hon.  secretary  again  raised  the  qaestion  of  the 
trawlers  and  the  three-mile  limit,  referring  to  the  matter 
of  the  absurd  £10  fine  inflicted  on  the  French  fishing 
vessel  captured  while  fishing  within  British  territorial 
waters. 

Mr.  Lane  askpd  if  any  member  cnuld  explain  why 
mackerel  was  spfcto  disagree  with  six  oat  of  eieht  persons. 
The  hon  socretary  stated  that  in  most  ca^es  the  indigesti- 
bility  of  these  fish  was  mainly  due  to  their  having  been 
kept  too  long  before  conking,  and  the  speed  with  which 
these  fish  decompose.  This  latter  fact  was  emphasised  by 
Mr.  Handlpy,  who  pointed  out  that  an  old  Act,  still  in 
force,  permitted  the  o  lUing  of  mackerel  on  Sunday. 
.  Mr.  Glassington  reported  moderate  sport  at  Deal  with 
flat  fish  and  <^og  fish. 

A  short  dis-^ussion  took  place  on  the  neglect  of  the  east 
coast  stations  by  members  of  the  society. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
ineeting.  Charles  S.  Patteeson. 


HERTFORD  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

On  May  17'  the  newly-elected  hon.  eec.  of  this  society 
invited  the  active  memturs  to  a  sapper,  at  the  Station 
Hotel,  to  inani  u 'ate  the  present  season.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Wm  Burgefs,  president,  supported  by  Mr. 
W.  Garratt,  ex-president,  and  a  goodly  number  of  guests. 
An  excellent  repast  was  provided,  to  which  full  justice  was 
done.  The  health  of  the  president  was  proposed  in 
suitable  terms  by  Mr.  Fairall,  who  thanked  him  for 
having  i  ndertaken  to  fill  the  position,  and  assured  him  of 
the  cor^iil  Burp'^rt  of  every  membsr  of  the  society.  Mr. 
W.  Waller,  V.-P.,  prODOred  the  health  of  t>e  host,  Mr. 
Fairall,  and  enumerated  the  many  services  he  had  rendered 
to  promote  the  success  of  the  society  since  its  fotmition, 
eleven  yfars  since.  The  vice-president  presented  the 
society  with  a  framed  portrait  of  the  late  Dr.  Brunton, 
who  was  for  many  year.^  a  member  f  f  the  committee.  The 
portrait  was  that  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which 
those  who  knew  him  declared  to  Ve  a  capital  likeness, 
and  better  than  the  photo  from  which  it  was  taken.  The 
rema'nder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  angling  gossip  in 
general  and  some  of  the  ex-president's  "tales"  in 
particular.   


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
On  Saturday  last,  May  20,  mnmbera  of  the  committee  of 
the  above  association,  including  T.  J.  Hodson,  Esq. 
(chairman  of  the  committee),  H.  Cooper,  Esq.  (treasurer 
and  hon.  sec  ),  also  Messrs.  Rose  (of  Spondonl,  Wyman  (of 
Derby).  Davenport  (of  Matlock  Bath),  and  E.  H.  Maule, 
Esq.  (of  London),  assembled  at  the  rearing  tanks  for  the 
purpose  of  turning  their  two-yeai-old  trout  into  those 
parts  of  the  river  Derwent  which  are  under  their  cintrol. 
The  trout  in  the  above  tanks  were  the  grandest  lot  of 
croBS-breds  (Salmo  fario  and  Salmo  levenensis)  this 
iESOeiation  has  ever  had,  raneing  from  7in.  to  llin.  in 
ength,  and  numberinc  about  1200.  Two  hundred  of  these 
were  put  in  the  river  b 'tween  the  .Tnbilee  Bridge  and  the 
Station  BtiJge,  Math  ck  Bath,  and  1000  below  Cromford, 
as  fa""  down  as  what  is  known  as  the  Alteration.  These 
should  be  a  great  addition  to  the  already  well-stocked 
waters  of  tbia  asfociition,  as  some  of  them  are  takable 
fish.  These  fiah  were  all  successfully  tr  msferred  from  the 
rearing  tanks  and  put  in  the  rivers  rnder  the  supervision 
of  Collinson,  the  keeper,  almost  without  losing  a  fish. 

J.  H. 


SEVERN  FISHERY  RIGHTS. 
At  the  Condover  (Salop)  Petty  Sessional  Court  on 
Mav  20,  Frederick  Humpberson,  secretary  of  the  Castle 
Fields  (Shrew  sburj )  Angling  Aes'oiation,  appeared  in 
answer  to  the  charge  of  illegal  fishing  in  the  Severn. 
The  ra^e  was  f  ne  in  which  defendant  was  summoned  by 
the  Shropshire  and  Severn  Angling  Association  for  fithing 
in  their  waters.  At  the  original  hearing  the  magistrates, 
on  a  term  of  prescriptive  right  being  gst  up,  ruled  that 
their  jurisdiction  was  ousted.  The  case  was  carried  to  the 
High  Court,  and  sent  back  for  conviction.  The  chairman 
said  the  bench  had  now  no  r p'ion  but  1 1  convict.  Defen- 
dant, in  explanation  of  his  case.  Slid  their  society  was 
induced  to  go  on  by  the  action  of  the  Provinc'al  Angling 
Association  at  Kirmini^ham.  That  body  was  at  their 
lack  at  the  bsginning,  but  afterwards  declined  to 
go  further.  The  chairman  eaid  he  did  not  think  they 
had  anything  to  do  with  that.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, wish  to  g've  his  opinion  of  what  he  thought 
of  the  behaviour  of  the  Birmingham  Society. 
Defendant  faid  the  case  had  already  cost  £30;  it  was 
taken  out  of  his  hands  by  the  Central  Society.  Mr.  John 
Williams,  the  secre'ary  of  the  Shropshire  and  Savern 
Angling  Association,  and  complainant  in  the  c^S),  said 
they  did  not  press  for  a  heavy  penalty ;  they  had,  however, 
b3en  met  with  every  possible  opposition.  As  secretary  to 
the  associa'ion,  he  had  offured  to  bhow  defendant  their 
leases,  and  to  meet  him  with  every  information.  Defen- 
dant, however,  had  been  «rged_to  take  the  course  he  had 


r 


•"lYM  Blacks  APrihcess  ofThule. 
Y~~~ 


r 


r 


r 


Joseph  Hattoh's  Three  Recruits,  ^ 


BLACKS  ADAUGHTER  OF  HETH. 


CLARKRUSSELL'S  WkECKOFTHEGROSVmR 


The  Honour  ofSavelll 


Clark  Russell's  ASailors  Sweetheart. 


VIP? Blacks  Macleod  of  Dare. 


G.A.HENTYi5  Jack  Archer. 


Black's  Madcap  Violet. 


r 


Jules  Verne's  Dropped  from  the  Clouds. 


r 


Clark  Russell's  A  Sea  Queen. 


W*^  Blacks  Shandon  Bells. 


xJuLES  Verne's  Secret  of  the  Island. 


Clark  Russell's  The  Emigrant  Ship. 


Blacks  Adventures  OF  A  Phmton. 


r 
r 


Jules  Verne's  Abandomed, 


Black's  Three  Feathers. 


Clark  Russell's  An  Oceam  free  Lance. 


^    CHSpurgeon's  Messages  to  the  Multitude. 

r 


JULESYERNE^SiROUNDTHEWORLDINSODAYS. 
 — — -„  . — . 

^  Clark  Russell's  The  Frozen  Pirate  .  ^ 
^  W¥ Blacks  In SilkAttire.  ^ 


H.G.Kimgston's  With  Axe  Bt  Rifle. 
CLARKRassELL'sJoHNffoLDswoBTH  Chief  Mate. 


K  b'/TTViirLrtno,  lipr^iir  S'f  C 
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takeo  by  the  aBsociation  in  Birmiosiham,  which  had  not 
the  aliiihtps';  iaterest  in  the  tishirig  of  the  Silvern 
in  Shropshire ;  whereas,  the  association  with  which 
he  was  connected  had  done  much  for  the  riv«r 
and  woald  now  be  in  a  much  Btronger  position 
than  they  had  ever  been  before.  Oefendaut  handed  in 
two  letters  from  Mr.  White,  the  secretary  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  Birmingham,  which  the  chairmm 
said  he  should  have  muoti  pleasure  in  reading.  In  one 
letter  the  a.-8  )ciatioQ  said  it  had  paid  £20  in  the  matter, 
and  had  instructed  its  committee  to  brief  a  barrister  for 
the  defence  cf  the  case  in  the  Appeal  Court,  which  would 
cost  some  ten  guineas.  After  tbe  hearing  of  the  appeal, 
the  secretary  wrote  sayiug  that  the  case  was  one  of 
trespiss,  and  not  of  fisaing  for  coarse  fish  without  a 
licence.  "My  cimmittee."  it  added,  "are  of  opinion 
that  we  did  wrong  in  taking  up  the  case  in  the  first 
instance."  (Laughter )  The  costs  had  been  already 
heavy,  and  they  hid  decided  not  to  spend  more  money  on 
the  case.  (Ldugh'-er.)  Tne  chairman  said  he  now  doubly 
sympathised  with  defendant.— Fined  £1,  and  the  legal 
coste,  £3  88. 


DESCEIPTIONS  OF  TWO  NEW  GOBII- 
FORM  FISHES  FROM  THE  CAPE  OF 
GOOD  HOPE. 


By  G.  A.  BotTLENGEB,  F.R.S. 

GOBIUS  GILCHRISTI. 
No  canine  teeth.  Depth  of  body  four  times  in  total 
length,  length  of  heid  3i  or  3^.  Head  as  broad  as  deep, 
1^  as  long  as  brOid;  lower  jaw  proj-ctiog  beyond  the 
upper maxillary  extending  to  below  anterior  border  of 
eye;  diameter  of  eje,  4J  to  5  limes  in  length  of  head; 
interorlital  space  narrow,  about  half  diameter  of  eye; 
head  naked ;  organs  of  the  lateral  line  forming  six  vertical 
and  two  horizontal  series  on  the  cheek.  Dorsal  VI,  I 
12 ;  first  dorsal  in  contact  with  the  second,  nearly  equally 
distant  from  the  end  of  the  snout  and  the  base  of  the 
caudal ;  none  of  the  lays  produced  ;  longest  ray  of  second 
dorsal  half  length  of  bead.  Anal  I  10,  opposite  to  soft 
doraal.  Pectoral  without  filiform  rays.  Ventral  reachinj' 
vent  or  not  quite  so  far.  Caudal  rounded.  Cauda! 
peduncle  IJ  as  long  as  deep.  Scales  55-56  in  a  longitudinal 
series,  17-19  in  a  transverse  series  between  dorsal  aad 
anal.  Olive  above,  spotted  and  marbled  with  blackish, 
dirty  yellowish  beneath;  fins  dark  grey;  spinous  dorsal 
streaked  with  black,  soft  dorsal  and  anal  with  small  black 
spots,  both  dorsals  edged  with  whitish. 

Total  length  110  millimetres. 

Specimens  were  obtained  by  shrimp  net  in  Little  Brak 
Eiver,  Mossel  Bay,  in  June,  1898.  The  river  is  salt  for 
several  miles  inland,  as  I  am  informed  by  Dr.  Gilchrist,  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  discovery  of  this  and  the 
following  species  : 

CALLI0NYMU8  C0STATU8. 
Depth  of  body  eight  times  in  total  length  ;  length  of 
head  not  quite  four  times.  Head  1§  a^  long  as  broad; 
eyes  close  together,  as  long  as  the  snout,  }  length  of  head  \ 
gill-opening  reduced  to  a  small  foramen  on  the  upper 
surface  of  the  head  ;  preopercular  spine  curved  upward, 
unicnspid,  not  J  aiameter  of  eye.  Dorsal  III,  10;  first 
dorsal  very  smalJ,  longest  ray  measuring  J  length  of  head  ; 
first  r^y  of  soft  dorsal  longest,  f  length  of  head.  Anal  10. 
Vettral  reaching  beyond  vent.  Lateral  line  tingle,  much 
developed,  sending  oS  perpendicular  branches  above  and 
below,  the  npp-r  branches,  35  in  number,  extending  to  the 
middle  line  of  the  back,  giving  the  body  a  ribbed  appear- 
ance. Yellowish  grey,  back  finely  speckled  with  brown  ; 
small  blackish  spots  above  and  below  the  lateral  line  '• 
spinous  dorsal  black  sh.  ' 
Total  length  55  millimetres. 
This  new  species  is  described  from  two  of  four  specimens 
(probably  yonng)  procured  in  trawl  eleven  miles  off  Cape 
St.  Blaize  in  June,  1898,  40  fathoms. 

[The  Government  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  having  undertaken  an  investigation  into  the  marine 
fauna,  &c  ,  of  the  coasts  from  an  economic  and  scientific 
point  of  view,  the  services  of  various  specialists  have  been 
procured  to  work  up  the  material.    This  investigation  will 
deal  with  marine  biology  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  term 
including  the  study  of  conditions  of  life  dependent  on 
physical  factors,  such  aB  currents,  temperature,  &c.  Each 
paper  will  be  published  separately  as  soon  as  received 
and  a  volume  containing  a  number  of  papers  will  be  iasueci 
at  intervals.— J.  D.  F.  Gilcheist,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc 
Marine  BioloBist  to  the  Government  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope]. 


-'  The  body  of  George  Forest,  who  was  drowned  while 
rock  fisLing  near  StoneKaven  last  wetk,  was  found  in  the 
hole  in  the  course  of  Monday  afterncon.  The  rod  w^s 
tiist  fished  up,  when  the  line  was  tonnd  attached  to  Bom^- 
thing  which,  when  wound  in,  proved  to  be  the  owner's 
corpce.  Be  ieaves  a  young  widow  and  three  of  a  family  to 
mourn  his  untimely  lose. 


i^otejj  (torn  t^t  i^ortft.  . 

The  subject  of  pollution  is  again  strongly  to  the  front, 
and  this  time  it  has  been  authoritatively  stated  that  the 
proWe  n  has  been  solved.  The  modus  operaruli  is  to 
inj-ct  by  n' zzles  the  effluent,  after  b-ing  roughly  filtered 
of  »iAi<\  matter,  into  the  chimney  stalk,  where  the  strong 
heat  of  the  furnace  immediately  c  nverta  the  ppray  into 
vapf>ur  and  carries  it  off.  The  residue  cakes,  and  can  be 
used  up  in  the  furnace.  _____ 

So  much  for  the  "wash  "  The  spent  lees  ia  to  be 
pnroped  into  the  brnler  and  utilised  for  water  in  rat*ing 
•team.  The  experiments  are  being  oariied  out  at  Ben- 
nnnes  Glenlivet  Distillery,  and  after  four  months'  trial 
are  said  to  give  every  satisfaction  to  the  distillerg  and 
inventors  alike.    We  hope  so. 


Nethy  Bridge  Hotel,  on  tbe  Spey,  is  to  be  opened  on 
July  1.^  It  has  been  specially  rebuilt  in  view  of  an 
angling's  retreat— fine  views,  handsome  rooms,  &c.  It  is 
in  the  centre  of  an  angler's  paradise,  all  of  which  can  be 
had  almost  for  the  abking. 

The  Ballater  and  Balmoral  Dee  waters  promise  extra 
well  just  now.  Owing  to  the  late  season,  low  temperature, 
&c.,  the  bulk  of  the  spring  migration  is  only  just  showing 
up  there.  Lucky  dog  who  can  get  a  rod  on  these  parts 
this  season. 

There  is  no  more  genial  lessee,  excellent  all-round 
sportsman,  expert  angler,  and  really  jolly  good  fellow 
than  Mr.  J.  C.  Haslam  Carlogie,  whose  greatest  delisht 
IS  to  see  everyone  around  him  happy  and  killing  fish.  He 
has  had  the  Commonty  for  a  short  spell  in  addition  to  the 
Carlogie  water,  and  although  his  bsg  has  not  been  a  record 
one,  his  chances  have  been  poor  iudeed  owing  to  the 
general  breakdown  in  the  weather,  which  is  particularly 
hard  on  such  reaches  as  his.  However,  there  is  a  good 
time  coming  when  once  the  grilse  come  away. 

Mr.  David  Smith  had  four  fish  one  day  last  week  on  his 
upper  Blackball  water,  of  81b.,  81b.,  101b.,  and  lOJIb. 
Mr.  Davies  and  friend  had  twenty-five  for  the  month  of 
April.  The  last  two  weeks  in  June  are  let.  but  the  first 
two  are  still  open.  D.  Smith,  Feughside,  Banchory,  for 
particulars.   

Mr.  James  Berry,  Burnet  Arms,  Banchory,  had  two  fine 
fish  on  tbe  Kinneskie  water,  a  splendid  little  section  for 
grilse  and  summer  silmon,  and  which  has  just  come  into 
the  market.    Mr.  Berry  will  supply  particulars, 

Mr.  Garden,  the  celebrated  angler,  pisciculturist,  and 
authority  on  everything  in  the  sporting  line  in  the  north, 
has  ]u8t  got  back  to  business  after  a  very  severe  attack  of 
influenza,  followed  by  comp;ioation8.  Anglers  everywhere, 
for  they  are  legion,  will  join  in  congratulating  Mr.  Garden 
on  ma  return  to  business  with  restored  health. 

^  jJeputation  of  Dee  tidal  anglers  is  to  be  heard  on 
the  finnook  question  and  the  claims  of  anglers  to  the  tidal 
".^^f'^i"  course  of  the  next  few  days  by  a  committee 
of  the  Town  Council. 

Mrs.  Barrie,  Kildrummie  Inn,  Donside,  died  last  week, 
u  J  ■  "^'^^^^  innkeeper  in  the  north  of  Scotland, 
had  been  in  the  trade  sixty-three  years,  and  was  eighty- 
seven  years  of  age.  Her  house  was  an  angling  resort  f.ir 
Upper  Donside,  and  there  was  no  more  popular  old  lady 
to  be  met  anywhere.   

Grilse  are  coming  away  in  fairly  good  numbers,  and 
there  should  be  a  good  show  up  soon,  as  everything  has 
beeti  m  favour  of  bringing  them  on  the  coast.  Probably 
the  low  temperature  and  thundery  weather  may  keep  them 
out  at  sea.   

Palmon  have  been  seen  leaping  by  trawlers  thirty  miles 
off  the  coast.  This  is  a  very  rare  experience,  and  shows 
that  the  bulk  of  the  spring  fish  have  never  yet  been  within 
the  influence  of  our  freth-water  streams,  and  certainly 
accounts  for  the  scarcity  of  fish  in  one  way,  viz.,  that  they 
have  been  driven  off  the  coast  by  the  adverse  winds. 

Special  Scotch. 


IProvincfal  Botes 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
J ^^^^''^'S  last.  May  18.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr  C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair.    The  meeting 
was  fully  attended.    Mr.  Hopwood,  of  the  St.  Thomas's 
Society,  owing  to  ill-health,  tendered  his  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  committee.  This  was  accepted  with  regret. 
Ihe  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  held  on  April  20 
last,  were  read  and  confirmed,  after  which  Mr.  White 
gave  in  his  report  of  his  endeavours  to  obtain  permission 
for  the  society  to  fish  their  annual  contest  in  the  canal  at 
i  enny  Compton  on  Saturday,  July  8.    The  report  went  to 
show  that,  although  letters  had  been  sent  to  the  Banbury 
Association  and  to  the  Canal  Offices  at  Oxford,  no  definite 
reply  had  been  given,  as  it  appeared  from  the  letters 
received  that  neither  of  the  parties  mentioned  had  any 
power  in  grait'ng  the  desired  permission.    With  this  in 
view,  Messrs.  Rabone  and  McMullen  were  appointed  to 
pay  a  visit  to  Fenny  Compton  and  obtain  the  necessary 
pirticulars  as  to  who  ia  in  a  position  to  giant  the  per- 
mission.   A  discussion  arose  as  to  the  date  when  members 
could  join  the  society  in  order  to  compete  for  the  challenge 
cup,  when  it  was  resolved  that  new  members  who  wish  to 
joiQ  in  the  competition  must  become  members  before 
June  30  next.    The  reporta  from  the  visiting  committee 
were  of  a  very  satiafactory  nature,  the  visit  to  the  Junction 
Society  bemg  the  meant  of  making  a  number  of  members. 


Messrs.  Coles,  Rabone,  and  Tullett's  visit  to  the 
Ha'sall  Heath  Britannia  Society  was  also  the  meang 
of  inducing  a  number  of  members  to  b-c  me  iden- 
tititd  Tsioh  the  society.  Mefsrs.  Wright  Rabone,  s^nd 
Shale's  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Belm'.nt  Society 
went  to  show  that  th  y  had  succeeded  in  making  a  number 
of  new  members.  Twenty-one  members  of  the  new 
Hope  and  Anchor  Club  had  p*id  their  subi-criptions,  also 
a  number  of  new  members  from  the  Ast-  n  Park  Club. 
The  reports  were  very  satisfactory,  and  the  best  thanks  of 
the  committee  was  accorded  to  the  visitors  for  their 
servicej.  Previous  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee, 
the  A.B  C,  Green  Lanes,  Salmon,  and  Southend  clubs 
will  be  vi,ited.  The  weather  during  the  holidays  has  be^n 
of  the  worst  description  for  ail  omdoor  pastimeg.  We 
have  had  rain,  hail,  thunder,  and  lightning;  in  fact,  it  ha« 
been  "  anything  but  an  ideal  holiday."  When  we  ought 
to  have  been  gladdened  by  the  balmy  air  and  bright  sun- 
shine of  early  nummer  we  shivered  in  overcoats  under  an 
ashen  sky.  The  memory  of  Whitsuntide  Ust  year  ia  by  no 
means  a  grateful  one,  but  this  year's  Whitsuntide  will 
remain  long  in  the  memories  of  the  midland  anglers.  On 
Saturday  and  Sunday  last  we  had  heavy  rains.  It  wag  also 
wet,  damp,  and  miserable  to  the  extreme  on  Monday.  On 
Tuesoay  we  had  heavy  thunderstormsin  tbeattemoon  which 
ksted  tor  some  hours.  On  Wedn.  giay  we  again  had  rain. 
Owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  a  number  of 
our  members  who  had  made  arrangements  to  go  out  trout 
fishing  wisely  resolved  to  stay  at  home,  and  those  who  did 
go  out  did  no  good,  and  returned  home  on  very  bad  terms 
with  themselves.  A  large  number  of  our  members  have 
been  to  North  Wales  for  trout  fishing,  but  the  wind  and 
rain  caused  them  to  return  wiih  empty  creels.  Mr.  Page 
the  secretary  of  the  Lamp  Angling  Society,  writes  to 
inform  me  that  they  have  decided  to  fish  their  opening 
contest  on  Ju  y  2  next,  in  the  canal  at  Alrewas.  All  fi»h 
to  weigh-in  njuot  be  over  6in.  in  length.  A  large  number 
of  valuable  prizes  will  be  competed  for.  The  St  George's 
Society  held  a  re-stocking  contest  kat  week  at  Amington 
T  u^®  canal,  all  fish  caught  being  placed  in  the  river 
Anker,  which  runs  adjacent  to  the  canal.  A  large  number 
of  fish  were  taken.  The  members  taking  the  largest 
number  are  in  the  order  named :  Messrs.   B  Grimes 

^*  ^-  ^-  ^PP8.  J-  Moore,  and 

R.  Beddell. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
Frequent  heavy  thunder  showers  and  variable  winds, 
moetly  from  an  eastwardly  quarter,  have  prejudicially 
affected  angling  on  the  Derbyshire  rivers  during  t  le  week 
and  have  kept  all  but  very  enthuaastic  fishermen  from  the 
waters,  which  at  times  have  been  too  high  and  too  much 
discoloured  for  snoceegful  fly  angling.    On  no  part  of  the 
Dove  haa  that  kind  ot  sport  been  anything  but  indifferent 
and  but  few  good  creels  have  been  made.    The  bottom 
fishers,  however,  have  had  a  fairly  go  jd  time  of  it  in  places 
and  numerous  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken  by  some  of 
them  on  the  parts  of  the  Dove  where  permitted.  The 
Dovedale,  Beresford,  and  Hartington  fly  waters  have  not 
had  the  numerous  visitors  usual  at  the  Whitsuntide 
holidays,   nor   hae  sport   been    in    the   least  satis- 
factory.    Good   creels   have  been  but   few   on  any 
of  these  lengths,  as  angling  conditions  have  been  so 
unfavourable.    Matters  have  been  but  a  trifle  better 
on  the  Wye,  which  is  a  stream  that  soon  fines  down. 
A  few  small  baskets  only  have  been  made  on  the  Miller's 
Dale,  Monsal  Dale,  and  Bakewell  and  Rowsley  lengths 
cniefly  by  heroic  and  patient  anglers  who  have  stood  out 
in  thunder,  lightning,  andin  rain."    Very  httle  has  been 
done  on  the  upper  Derwent,  between  Derwent  viUage 
Ashopton,  Yorkshire  Bridge,  and  Bamford.    Fly  fishing 
there  has  been  but  of  a  very  poor  description,  but  bottom 
anghng,  with  ant  eggs  and  worms  for  bait,  has  produced 
sonie  good  baskets.    Only  a  few  small  creels  have  been 
made  on  the  Derwent  valley  waters  by  fly  anglers,  who 
have  not  been  very  numerous  there.    Tne  Chats  worth 
and    Baslow   lengths   have    not   had    a   very  large 
contingent  of  fishermen,  and,  excepting  a  few  smiQ  creels 
which  have  been  made,  nothing  scarcely  has  been  done 
with  the  fly  on  any  part  of  the  waters.    Bottom  fishing 
has,  however,  been  good  in  places  where  allowed.  There 
has  been  about  the  same  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  as 
regards  fly  anghng  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Derwent  ■ 
but  bottom  fishing  and  spinning,  both  with  artitic  al  and 
natural  minnow,  have  been  successful ;  and  some  very  fair 
baskets  have  been  made  on  the  Holmesford.  Watstanwell 
and  Ambergate  waters,  chiefly  with  ant  eggs,  which  are 
just  now  very  killing,  and   garden  worms.    On  the 
Lums    portion  of  the  Bentley  brook,  near  Matlock,  where 
the  trout  are  carefully  preserved,  several  holiday  visitors 
have  taken  good  lots  of  fish  by  bottom  fishing  with  worms 
and  dock  grubs,  and  aome  very  satisfactory  sport  has  been  had 
on  those  wide  sheets  of  water.    At  present  there  are  no 
rehable  reports  that  the  May  Fly  (Green  Drake)  has  been 
seen  on  any  of  the  Derbyshire  streams.    Not  until  we 
have  warm,  settled  weather  will  fly  fishing  improve  This 
evening  (Wednesday)  there  are  slight  signs  of  amendment 
in  anghng  conditions  :  the  waters  are  fining  down,  and  the 
air  IS  much  softer  ;  and  if  thb  improvement  continues  fly 
anglers  may  look  forward  for  good  sport  with  confidence. 
Ihe  under-mentioned  fliea  will  be  useful  on  most  Derby- 
shire  streams:   the  Dotterel,  Ash  and   YeUow  Duns 
Cooper  s  Fancy,  Furnace,  Alder,  Red  and  Grey  Spinners'  ' 
and  Bumbles.   Ant  eggs,  in  particular,  for  bottom  fishing.' 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  in  this  district  has  been 
very  mild,  but  owing  to  frequent  showers  only  meagre 
sport  hag  been  met  with  amongst  trout,  either  on  the 
nver  Hull  or  its  tributaries.  One  splendid  fish,  weighing 
oyer  41b.,  ig  reported  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Grove- 
hill,  and  several  grand  fish  have  been  on  the  rise  in  tne 
Weelferry  and  Figham  district.  The  flounders  and 
•els  are  well  on  the  run  in  the  lower  waters  below  Beverley 
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Beck,  and  at  Wawne  and  Duoswell ;  and  in  the  Wawne 
and  Qainton  district,  on  the  2l8t,  three  locil  anglers  had 
a  comoined  catch  of  ninety-nine  fish,  one  of  them  haying 
forty  to  his  credit ;  and  on  Thursday  last  Mr.  J.  Cheeae- 
man  had  a  take  ot  forty-one  flounders  and  eels,  some  of 
the  tish  going  from  ilb.  to  Jib.  each,  the  black-headed 
worm  being  anS'Verable  for  the  best  fish.  On  the  14ch 
inst.  the  Royal  Albert  AneHn?  Society  fished  a  mttch  in 
tlie  upper  waters  at  the  Ejke  Landiug,  Mr.  W.  Diion 
eecuriug  the  first  prize  with  lib.  7ioz.,  Messrs.  R  Huiits- 
min  and  H.  Hill  taking  the  next  two.  The  Whit 
Monday  matches  were  aboat  as  much  a  failure  as 
to  fish  as  the  Eastertide  matches  were,  for  owing  to 
a  strong  easterly  wind  setting  in  the  fi^h  went  off  the 
feed,  and  sport  was  at  a  discount;  and  from  Hull 
Bridge  to  Wawneferry,  where  the  matches  were  chiefly 
fished,  very  little  sport  was  had  by  the  competitors. 
The  River  Hull  Angling  Society  fisbed  on  the  cele- 
brated Minto  Flatts  stretch,  Mr.  H.  Vinson  taking  the 
first  prize  with  lib.  Joz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Powell,  second,  with 
15ioz. ;  Mr.  George  Millard,  third,  with  14ioz.;  and  Mr. 
G.  Skew,  fourth,  14Joz.  Next  to  them  came  the  Hull 
Ramblers'  A. A..,  on  the  Cally  stretch,  Mr.  Ike  Austin 
being  first  prizeman  with  12Joz. ;  Mr.  B.  Wilcox  next, 
wioh  ll|oz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Cheeseman,  third,  with  lloz. 
The  Derringham  Angling  Club,  who  fished  at  Wawne- 
ferry, had  worse  luck  still,  the  first  three  prize  winners, 
Messrs.  G.  Cheeseman,  John  Thorpe,  and  T.  North, 
having  only  a  little  over  Jib.  of  fish  each  to  weigh-in. 
Since  Monday  we  have  had  some  heavy  thunder .  torms  and 
heavy  downpours  of  rain,  so  that  very  little  will  be  done 
until  we  have  an  agreeable  change  of  the  weather.  During 
last  week  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout  were  taken  by  our 
local  anglers  in  the  Lincolnshire  waters,  and  from  some 
private  waters  in  the  Brough  and  Cave  districts.  Worm 
fishing  for  flounders  has  also  proved  good  sport  in 
the  havens  and  drains  on  both  sides  of  the  Humber. 
At  the  annual  tmoking  concert  and  prize  distribution  of 
the  West  Hull  Angling  Society,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  T.  Chester,  Mr.  Thomas  Barber  was  the  recipient  of 
the  society's  gold  medal  for  most  points,  and  also  a  gold 
medal  for  the  largest  fish.  Other  speoidl  prizes  were  also 
presentid  to  Messrs.  Crossland,  Chester,  Bardsley,  Carle, 
Clay,  Burt,  Breaker,  Goodwin,  Hall,  Mino,  Needier,  and 
others.  The  Central  Hull  Angling  Association's  first 
match  of  the  season  was  fished  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  J. 
Barnett  winning  the  first  prize  with  lib.  9|oz.,  Messrs.  J. 
Simmonds,  R.  H.  Barlow,  and  G.  Dixon  winning  the  next 
three  with  a  little  over  lib.  of  fish  each.  The  prizes  were 
delivered  on  Tuesday  evening.  The  Holderness  Angling 
Association  have  fixed  their  second  match  of  the  season 
for  June  22,  at  Newport,  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal. 
FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

On  Bank  Holiday  large  numbers  of  visitors  had  arrived 
in  the  district  for  the  fishing,  but  many  were  prevented 
from  casting  a  line.  Tuesday  was  warmer  and  showery, 
and  there  was  a  more  general  turn-out  of  rods,  as  there 
had  also  been  towards  the  end  of  last  week,  when  angling 
may  be  described  as,  on  the  whole,  good.  Rivers  on 
several  days  were  high,  and  good  sport  was  obtained  with 
worm  and  minnow,  trout  subsequently  taking  the  fly 
readily,  considering  the  cold  winds.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  Windermere,  Derwentwater,  and  other  lakes,  where 
some  good  panniers  have  been  secured.  In  the  Keswick 
waters  Messrs.  Denwood,  Telford,  Lowther,  and  Spark 
were  amongst  the  most  successful ;  while  on  the  river  and 
St.  John's  Beck  Messrs.  J.  and  M.  Stanley  had  twenty- 
four  and  fifteen  fish  respectively ;  Rev.  J.  O.  Crosse,  four- 
teen ;  Messrs.  J.  Jackson  and  T.  Moffat,  about  half  a 
dozen  each  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Hodgson,  four  one-pounders,  very 
nice  fish.  On  the  Upper  Eden  anglers  have  had  little  to 
complain  of  in  the  way  of  sport,  several  locals  having  had 
about  a  score  at  a  fishing  on  successive  days  ;  and  some 
more,  namely,  Mr.  T.  Ellwood,  fifty  ;  Mr.  A.  C.  White- 
head, thirty-nine  ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Heelis,  seventeenand  twenty- 
five;  Mr.  W.  Kennedy,  twenty-seven  ;  Mr.  T.  Howe,  two 
twenties,  &c.  Capital  baskets  have  also  been  taken  on  the 
Lune  in  the  neigh  oourhood  of  Tebayand  Kirkby  Lonsdale, 
while  the  Kent  and  its  tribntaiies  had  their  share  of 
patrons,  who  met  with  varying  success. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Whitsuntide  of  1899  will  unfortunately  have  to  be 
classed  with  many  others  as  a  popular  holiday  complete  y 


mined  by  climatic  surroundings.  Hopes  were  high  that 
as  we  had  so  much  bad  weather  before  the  time,  that  we 
should  certainly  have  the  best  of  times  in  Whit  week  ;  but 
alas,  it  has  not  been  so,  and  we  now  reflect  on  our  disap- 
pointments. The  chief  item  of  news  is  from  Warrington, 
but  before  going  into  the  recording  of  the  same,  it  may  be 
usetul  to  state  in  answer  to  many  inquiries,  and  perhaps 
prevent  others,  that  the  Warrington  Association  control 
the  fishing  in  the  Bollin  from  the  Manchester  Ship 
Canal  to  the  Mill  Pool  at  B  )llington.  The  fishing  is  con- 
fined to  members,  and  the  cost  of  membership  is — entrance, 
2g.  6d.,  and  annual  subscription  53.  ;  this  sum  includes  all 
the  privileges  of  the  association.  The  "  Supplementary 
Society  "  of  the  parent  association  have  arranged  a  very 
interesting  and  attractive  programme  for  the  ensuing 
season,  as  follows  :  August  26,  at  Tattenhall;  September 
14,  at  Beeston  Castle — both  events  in  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal ;  and  Sept  30,  at  Vale  Royal,  in  the  river  Weaver.  The 
St.  Helen's  anglers  are  noted  for  a  special  meeting,  to 
arrange  for  a  grand  two  days'  outing  to  a  mere  in 
Cheshire  containing  any  amount  of  fish.  As  regards  the 
promotion  of  fishing  in  the  river  Bollin,  a  few  days  ago 
one  of  four  otters  reported  as  frequenting  this  water  was 
killed,  and  it  is  now  being  set  up  in  Manchester.  Its 
weight  was  281b.,  and  length  over  all  49iin.  The  sooner 
the  other  three  follow  suit  the  better.  Our  rivers — the 
Lune,  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  all  tributaries — are  not  yet  in 
proper  trim,  but  are  fishing  better.  The  great  complaint 
IS  the  scarcity  of  natural  flies.  The  fish  taken  are  not 
yet  in  fine  condition,  needing  a  few  good  rises  of  May 
Flies  and  Duns  to  feed  them  up.  Local  canals  have  been 
fairly  well  patronised,  but  the  fish  taken  do  not  show  signs 
of  spawning,  and  although  a  few  have  been  killed  in  good 
condition,  the  majority  plainly  show  that  the  waters 
should  have  be«n  kept  closed  for  another  month. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Trout  fishing  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  was 
entirely  spoilt  by  the  wet  weather.  Heavy  storms 
occurred  at  frequent  intervals,  and  many  of  the  streams 
were  so  bidly  flooded  on  Wednesday  that  angling  was 
entirely  out  of  the  question.  Some  time  mmt  elapae 
before  they  recover  tneir  normal  condition,  as,  owing  to 
the  continuance  of  the  rain,  the  soak  is  very  high.  On 
occasions,  too,  the  weather  has  been  extremely  cold,  tlna 
retarding  the  already  backward  development  of  both 
insect  life  and  aquatic  vegetation.  Under  such  circum- 
fctances  there  is  very  little  to  report  this  week,  in  fact,  it 
has  only  been  the  keenest  Waltoniins  who  have  ventured 
to  wet  a  line.  Encouraging  accounts  have  reached  me 
from  the  Fen  waters,  where  the  spawning  season  is  said  to 
be  progressing  satisfactorily.  I  fear,  though,  the  flooded 
condition  of  the  drains  on  Wednesday  would  have  a 
prejudicial  effect  on  this  process. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
This  city  is  about  the  chief  offender  in  the  matter  of 
Whitsuntide  insanity,  and  is  perhaps  the  chief  sufferer  also 
from  the  general  upset  to,  and  dislocation  of,  the  com- 
mercial world.  At  the  same  time,  it  allows  the  balk  of 
fishermen  to  get  in  a  few  days'  fishing,  and  our  men  are 
never  slow  to  take  the  fullest  advantage  of  the  opportunity. 
Just  now  they  are  scattered  all  over  the  land,  and  from 
the  few  reports  reaching  home  they  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  amount  of  sport  obtained.  One  or  two  reports  from 
distant  places  speak  of  a  few  May  Flies  on  the  water. 
Perhaps  the  best  show  was  at  Llanymynech,  and  the  next 
best  on  some  Cheshire  brooks,  but  in  no  case  were  there 
many.  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  the  Levenshulme 
Anglers  appreciate  the  grand  win  of  the  first  prize  at 
the  late  Wyresdale  competition  by  their  representative,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Robinson,  who  has  been  presented  with  a  handsome 
gold  medal  and  one  of  Hardy's  perfect  reels  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  success  on  that  occasion.  Two  Levens- 
hulme anglers,  fishing  the  Derwent  on  Bank  Holiday, 
made  baskets  totalling  sixteen  braes  of  trout.  During  the 
day  there  was  a  fair  hatch  out  of  the  Needle  Fly,  but  the 
fisn  were  too  quiet,  not  a  single  rise  all  day  ;  the  worm 
and  maggot  was  the  only  way  to  kill  fish.  The  returns  of 
sport  obtdined  by  the  Kingfishers,  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  are 
not  exciting,  but  they  are  enjoying  themselves.  Mr. 
McCrirrick,  in  Scotland,  ia  doing  well  amongst  the  burn 
trout,  which  run  about  fiye  to  the  pound,  and  ( ccasionally  a 
little  'arger,  with  an  occasional  larger  one.    The  streams 


he  is  whipping  are  the  Euchan  and  Crawick.  Mr. 
Walmealey  and  party,  in  private  Cheshire  waters,  have  had 
some  very  fair  dishes  of  trout  with  worm  and  minnow. 
There  is  a  look  of  warning  in  many  an  eye  when  inquiries 
are  made  as  to  results,  but  by  n'^it  week  simebody  will 
be  back  who  has  had  a  few  good  few  fish  to  report. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have,  as  regards  local  fia'aermin,  been 
at  a  standstill.  The  holidays  were  associated  with  drench- 
ing rain,  and  enthusiasts  who  ventured  out  fi,r  trout 
returned  home  with  wet  jickets.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
the  Trent  was  in  semi-flood  volume  ;  and  no  fishing,  even 
for  eels  (in  private  waters)  and  salmon,  will  be  possible  f^r 
some  days  to  cime.  On  June  5  the  annual  banquet  of  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Society  will  be  held  at  head- 
quarters, when  a  large  and  influential  gathering  of  devoted 
tishers,  top  and  bottom,  is  expected. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  not  been  alto- 
gether favourable  for  outdoor  pursuits,  and  those  anglers 
who  had  entertained  hopes  of  having  a  few  days  enjoyable 
sport  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  have  been  sadly 
disappointed.  The  weather  has  been  simply  wretched,  but, 
notwithstanding  this  fact,  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  and,  generally  speaking,  they  have  found  sport 
to  reward  them  for  braving  the  elements.  Towards  the 
end  of  last  week  the  heavy  thunderstorms  had  put  a  good 
colour  on  both  the  Derwent  and  the  Wye,  with  the  result 
that  bottom  anglers  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity, 
and  obtained  some  good  sport.  In  the  waters  that  are 
well  looked  after  and  preserved  anglers  have  fared  very 
well,  some  very  big  fish  having  been  killed.  The  upper 
reaches  of  the  Derwent,  where  nearly  all  the  big 
fish  have  been  caught  this  season,  have  come  in 
for  a  good  deal  of  attention.  Bottom  anglers 
have  put  in  a  go.  d  deal  of  time,  and  some  very  good 
catches  have  been  made,  maggots  and  worms  having 
provid  the  most  successful  baits.  In  the  waters  near 
Darley  Dale  and  Matlock  a  nice  lot  of  big  fish  have 
recently  been  secured,  anglers  who  have  resorted  to  worms, 
maggots,  and  ants'  eggs  having  scored  the  best.  In  the 
Wye  the  most  s  ttisfactory  sport  has  been  obtained  between 
Rowsley  and  Miller's  Dale,  bottom  anglers  finding  the  best 
returns.  Locally,  the  waters  in  the  Loxley  Valley  have 
provided  th^  best  sport  for  Shefiield  rodttars.  In  the 
Loxley  stream  itself  a  faiiijh  quantity  of  decent  sized  fish 
have  been  killed,  whilst  in  the  reservoirs  a  few  big  fish 
have  been  obtained.  The  Dam  Flask  reservoir,  which 
always  contains  a  lot  of  big  fish,  is  now  beginning  to  fish 
up  to  i3mething  like  its  reputation,  and  in  the  Dale  Dike 
reservoir  a  few  moderate  sized  fish  have  been  caught,  but 
none  of  them  have  been  in  anything  like  prime  condition. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  last  week, 
which  made  it  bad  for  the  holiday  keepers.  There  has 
been  an  18in.  rise  on  the  river  Severn,  and  the  water  was 
slightly  coloured.  In  spite  of  the  wet  and  unsettled  state 
of  the  weather  a  great  number  of  anglers  sought  the  river- 
side on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  a  lot  were  fishing  the 
weirs.  A  great  quantity  of  coarse  fish  were  taken,  chiefly 
chub,  and  there  was  a  good  run  of  eels,  which  bit  freely, 
and  a  lot  of  samlets  were  also  taken.  On  the  weirs  the 
old  poaching  game  of  snatching  was  freely  indulged  in,  and 
occasionally  two  or  three  fish  were  hooked  at  a  time  in 
back,  belly,  or  sides,  and  nothing  is  being  done  to  restrain 
these  men.  I  am  told  samlets  are  being  taken  in  large 
quantities  this  season  in  the  Severn  and  the  Teme,  which  is 
much  to  be  deplored,  and  irresponsible  anglers  say,  as  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board  want  to  take  all  the  coarse  fish  out 
of  the  river,  they  shall  not  spare  the  samlets.  Surely  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board  should  do  something  to  stop  these 
fellows  in  the  interest  of  the  salmon  fishing.  Many  have 
patronised  the  Teme  this  Whitsuntide,  but  hid  the 
weather  been  fine  their  numbers  would  have  been  very 
much  increased.  Sport  was  not  good,  and  the  take  of 
trout  was  limited.  Mr.  Cooper,  of  the  City  Club,  had 
one  fine  fish,  lib.  6oz.,  and  I  did  hear  of  another  being 
taken  twice  that  weight,  but  did  not  see  it.  Several 
grayling  were  hooked,  and  a  lot  of  chub  seems  also  to  have 
been  taken  in  this  river.  The  May  Ply  has  made  its 
appearance  in  limited  numbers,  but  with  finer  weather  no 
doubt  they  will  be  out  strong. 


ANGLERS  NOTE!" 

To  insure  the  fresh  and  immediate  delivery 
of  fish  sent  by  Rail  or  Parcels  Post  use 
ROWLAND  &  HARRISON'S  Address 
Label,  ready  gummed,  in 
books  of  15,  price  6d. 
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[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"THE  EESOUECES  OP  THE  SEA." 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  review  of  the  above  volume  in  your 
issue  of  April  15,  the  scope  of  the  criticism  falla  hard  on 
the  scientist,  and,  with  your  permission,  I  should  be  glad 
if  you  will  allow  me  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  article 
in  question. 

I  quite  agree  with  the  writer  as  to  scientific  arguments 
being  carried  on  without  respect  of  peri  )ns,  only  suggesting 
they  should  be  met  in  a  fair  judicial  spirit. 

In  the  critic's  tone  there  is  a  certain  corrosiveness  as  if 
he  were  as  cocksure  of  his  position  as  he  attributes  to  the 
author  of  the  volume  reviewed.  Now  when  he  himself 
states  "  that  the  dab  loves  rough  ground  or  little  patches 
amongst  rocks,"  it  causes  doubts  to  arise  if  other  state- 
ments as  positively  asserted  are  on  a  par.  He  will 
possibly  allow  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilcocks  to  be  a  praotioil  "  sea 
fisherman"  of  sound  reputation,  who  siys  "they  are 
found  on  all  the  sandy  and  ooiy  shores  of  the  British 
Isles."  One  need  not  quote  scientific  works  on  ichthyology, 
or  the  researches  of  Cunningham  and  Holt  on  board  the 
trawlers  in  the  North  Sea,  but  simply  add  dabs  revel  in 
abundance  in  the  sands  and  mud  of  the  Thames  estuary. 

Such  sea  denizens  as  oysters,  lobsters  and  crabs,  and 
the  river  and  lake  fisheries,  are  quite  within  man's  scope 
to  seriously  injure,  and  this  is  freely  acknowledged  by 
Professor  Mcintosh ;  but  these  cases  do  not  overturn  the 
factors  of  oceanic  life. 

The  critic  advises  "  that  the  author  should  have  noted 
carefully  the  results  of  fishing  not  only  within  the  closed 
areas,  but  also  outside  in  British  waters."  So  far  as  I  can 
gather,  this  is  just  what  has  been  done  {vide  pp.  79-95), 
the  data  being  chiefly  restricted  to  the  east  coast  of  Scot- 
land, wherein  the  main  subject  of  dispute  is  located.  This 
brings  me  to  think  that  the  revi-wer  elides  the  origin  of 
the  conti  oversy.  It  was  the  lioe  and  drift-net  fishermen 
complaining  of  the  injuries  received  from  the  steam  beam 
trawlers  that  set  up  the  commotion.  Then  followed  the 
Eoyal  Comnission  and  Report  (1884),  and  subsequently 
the  F.B.S.  experimental  investigations.  Besides  avirred 
injuries  to  their  lines,  the  liners  accused  the  trawlers  of 
destrojing  the  ground  food,  the  spawn,  and  the  brood  of 
fish  ;  but  if  the  truth  were  told,  possibly  the  competition 
of  the  capitalist  and  steam  were  the  real  bogies.  Albeit, 
it  was  tfce  Eoientists,  and  not  the  practical  men,  that 
showed  the  majority  of  food  fish  eggs  were  surface  spawned 
and  buoyant,  and  that  both  larval  fish  and  their  food  were 
seaborne,  and  not  alone  ground  residents.  So,  after  all, 
the  dreaded  trawl  wag  not  the  sole  aggressor. 

It  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  tl  at  the  efsence  of  the 
controversy  is  :  In  the  areas  closed  have  the  fish  increased, 
or,  otherwise,  matters  worked  beneficidlly  ?  Beth  the 
board  and  opponent  reply  no,  as  do  the  outside  public. 
It  seems  unreasonable,  then,  to  continue  the  restriction, 
and  on  a  new  tack  assume  the  ex-territorial  trawlers  are 
guilty  of  destroying  the  inshore  fisheries  from  as  yet 
supposititious  and  meagre  data. 

Moreover,  I  would  add  for  the  consideration  of  the 
reviewer  that  at  the  Sea  Fisheries  conference  of  last  year, 
the  resolution  for  the  opening  of  the  Moray  Firth  was 
agreed  to  with  but  one  dissentient,  and  the  most  powerful 
arguments  for  this  prceseding  came  from  the  delegates  of 
the  English  eastern  counties,  the  very  trawlers  and  fish 
salpgmen  supposed  not  to  favour  Prof.  Mcintosh's 
suggestion. 

Again,  as  to  destruction  of  small  fish  by  liners,  I  would 
refer  our  critic  to  the  evidence  in  the  6th  Ann.  Kep. 
F  B.S.  for  1887,  p.  4.  Comment  on  my  part  is  un- 
necessary, though  I  might  ask  the  question  :  How  does 
the  critic  prt  p  ise  that  fish  are  to  be  caught  without 
destruction  of  a  considerable  amount  of  immature  ones  ? 
It  is  easy  to  say  do  this,  and,  ergo,  that  follows. 

It  is  to  be  di-plored  that  the  number  of  the  fisher  sailing 
craft  are  reduced,  but  then  who  is  to  arrest  steam  and 
mechanical  progress,  and  the  in(  xorable  principle  of  supply 
and  demand  ?  Besides,  where  once  fishing  WbS  the  in»-vit- 
able  sole  occupation  open  to  local  sea  coast  commnnitiei, 
now  the  spread  of  communication  and  traffic  draws  away 
the  younger  generation  broadcast. 

As  to  the  increased  price  of  prime  fish,  is  not  this  due 
partly  to  expenses  in  cariidge  to  the  middlemen,  but 
mainly  to  the  entire  changes  and  more  luxurious  habits  of 
the  people  f  Fish  is  now  a  common  diet  in  inland  places 
previously  seldom  reached.  The  grand  hotels,  the  great 
banquets,  forced  city  life,  with  its  wealth  and  display, 
have  completely  metamorphosed  the  face  of  things.  Take 
for  instaic3  sprats  in  London,  these  at  one  time  were 
relatively  a  dainty,  but  other  fish  flood  the  market,  and 
adult  sprats  have  been  superseded  by  the  chat's  tooth- 
some whitebdit — the  same  but  young  fish  supplanting  the 
adult,  and  consequent  modification  of  fishery.  To  go 
further  afield  for  fish  that  pay  the  capitalist  best  is 
precisely  comparable  with  every  other  branch  of  trade, 
and  yet  one  cannot  boldly  affirm  British  commerce  is 
ruined  thereby,  though  undoubtedly  it  has  been  wonder- 
fully transformed  within  the  last  few  decades 

Ba  my  intention  is  not  to  hack,  piecemeal,  an  opinion 
pTejudic«-d  towards  science,  but  rather  to  show  she  may  go 
band  in  hind  with  praot'c^.  Even  if  it  were  grantsd,  for 
argument's  sake,  that  the  North  Sea  fisheries  are 
dec  ining  (Hewitt's  fleet  withdrawn),  or  that  Professor 
Mcln'osh's  deductioTis  are  absurd,  the  patent  fact  is  the 
appoititment  of  a  North  Sea  conference  at  Stockholm, 
June  15^  where  the  scientists  are  to  be  the  advisers  re 
international  legislation  of  sea  fisheries.  Three  Scotch- 
men are  to  be  representatives,  and  the  S.F.B.  to  the  fore; 
wher«for«  not  add  Cunningham,  whoM  North  Soa  re- 


searches are  patent,  and,  say,  George  Alward,of  Grimsby, 
a  broad  viewed  practical  trawler  and  keen  debater,  as 
representing  English  views  and  interests  ? 

At  the  present  juncture,  whitever  merits  or  demerits 
attach  to  Professor  Mcintosh's  extreme  views,  I  hold  we 
are  indebted  to  his  bold  expressions,  for  they  at  least  show 
there  is  more  than  one  sid  ^tothe  knotty  questions  of  what 
is  the  most  judicious  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  benefit  of 
all  concerned.  It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  liner's 
idea  is,  give  us  territorial  monopoly  ;  the  net  fisher's  is, 
mesh  to  our  liking;  the  trawler's,  grant  us  freedom  of 
area  ;  the  fish  merchant  and  capitalist  provide  us  ttatute 
to  m-^ke  money  ;  the  public's  cry  is,  we  must  have  plenty 
and  chiap  fish,  while  foreigners  justly  reason  why  shou'd 
Britain  have  the  sole  product  of  the  North  Sea  and  gra^p 
the  fish  at  our  own  doors.  Now  I  cannot  at  present  see 
how  all  are  to  be  satisfied  by  a  special  Act  of  Parliament 
or  dominant  power  vested  in  the  Fishery  Board  for  S., 
however  good  their  labours  hitherto.  No  amount  of  so- 
called  practical  knowledge  can  allay  the  widespread  feeling 
that  thorough  inquiry  is  necessary  at  present ;  the  more 
need,  therefore,  that  science  should  not  be  shunted  when 
undoubtedly  a  worthy  helpmate  in  practical  affairs  of  every- 
day life.  Jamis  Murie,  M.D. 

(Member  Kent  and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  Committee). 


A  CUEIOUS  EXPEEIBNCE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  had  a  very  curious  experience  while 
fishing  on  the  Lower  Lake,  Killarney,  the  other  day. 
After  fishing  some  time,  and  with  fair  success,  "  something 
big  "  took  my  tail  fly,  and  with  a  mighty  drag  took  cast 
and  all  away  with  him.  My  friend  said  it  was  a  salmon, 
but  I  rather  thought  it  was  a  big  trout.  He  was  right ; 
it  was  an  111b.  springer,  for  it  was  killed  next  day,  and  my 
March  Brown  and  part  of  the  casting  line  were  still  in  his 
mouth. 

Later  on  in  the  day  I  killed  four  perch,  about  Jib.  each, 
on  a  Green  Drake.  After  this  my  friend  very  carelessly 
let  his  flies  go  to  the  bottom  whilst  searching  his  book  for 
a  Zulu ;  and  when  he  went  to  take  in  his  cast  he  found 
that  nothing  less  than  an  eel  had  taken  his  Green  Drake. 

To  finish  up  a  very  curious  day's  fishing  I  hooked  a  bat 
in  the  evening,  which  took  away  my  top  dropper. — Tours 
truly,  Wm.  Graham. 

P.S. — Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  may  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  above  statements  ;  but  I  can  assure  you  that 
it  is  "the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth."— W.  G.   

THE  SALMON  QUESTION  IN  AMERICA. 
(From  Forest  and  Stream.) 
Salmon  in  the  Osweqo  Riter. 
Editor  Forett  and  Stream, — In  late  numbers  of  your 
paper  reference  has  been  made  to  the' former  presence  of 
salmon  in  Lake  Ontario  and  its  tributaries.    Up  to  the 
time  the  Oswego  Canal  was  constructed  and  the  dams 
built,  salmon  in  great  numbers  frequented  the  Oswego 
river,  coming  up  each  year  from  the  sea  through  the  St. 
Lawrence  river  and  Lake  Ontario  to  visit  their  spawning 
beds. 

My  father  has  told  me  of  seeing  shoals  of  them  on  bright 
sunny  days,  stopped  by  the  shadow  of  the  bridge  at 
Oswego  Falls,  twelve  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
waiting  until  the  sun  was  off  the  water  to  pass  up  :  and  at 
night  of  seeing  the  river  covered  with  boats  and  canoes,  the 
men  in  them  spearing  the  salmon  by  torchlight.  These 
silmon  were  never  known  to  take  a  fly  or  any  bait  so  far 
from  the  sea,  except  that  a  man  fishing  for  trout  many 
years  ago  on  Salmon  River  (coming  into  the  lake  twenty 
miles  below  Oswego),  at  the  foot  of  the  high  falls,  took 
several  grilse. 

Some  years  ago  fishwajs  were  placed  at  each  dam  on  the 
Oswego ;  but  the  demand  for  water,  for  power,  and  for 
the  canals  at  low  water  time,  when  the  salmon  were 
running  up  was  too  great,  and  the  fish  ways  had  to  go  dry. 

Up  to  1870,  and  perhaps  a  little  later,  salmon  were 
occasionally  taken  in  the  whitefish  nets  set  off  the  harbour 
of  Oswego.    Fisherman. 

FISHING  NEAR  LOWESTOFT. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  Hills' "  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  with  regard 
to  the  best  fishing  near  Lowestoft,  I  should  certainly 
recommend  him  to  try  the  river  Waveney.  If  he  will 
apply  to  Mr.  George  Finch,  of  Ballygate  street,  Beccles 
(half  an  hour's  run  by  train  from  Lowestoft),  he  will  be 
able  to  obtain  all  informition  he  may  require  ;  and  I  can 
assure  him,  that  given  reasonably  favourable  circum- 
stances, if  he  engages  Finch  to  accompa'^iy  him,  of  such 
sport  amongst  the  roach,  and  poesibly  bream  (although 
July  is  full  early  for  them),  as  should  satisfy  the  most 
impatient  angler.  For  the  benefit  of  those  of  your  readers 
who  do  not  know  the  Waveney,  I  may  say  that  it  is  one  of 
the  moi:t  charming  coarse  fishing  rivers  it  has  ever  been 
my  lot  to  fish,  clear  water — everywhere  of  good  depths, 
mostly  varying  from  7ft.  or  8ft  to  14ft.  of  water — very 
clear  of  weeds,  and  literally  teeming  with  fish,  in  addition 
to  which  the  fish  when  hooked  are  more  sporting  than  in 
any  other  river  I  know.  I  have  fi-hed  the  river  on  many 
enjoyable  occasions  in  company  with  Finch,  who  I  have 
always  found  to  be  most  obliging,  and  is  certainly  a  very 
genial  companion. 

Last  year  on  one  occasion  we  killed  to  our  two  rods 
something  over  601b.  of  roach  in  one  day,  few  of  which 
were  under  Jib.,  and  a  good  many  of  which  exceeded 
IJIb  ;  and,  (f  course,  when  the  big  bre  im  are  feeding  this 
catch  cun  be  very  easily  c  nsiderably  exfceded. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  anyone  desirous 
of  obtaining  good  sport  to  fish  the  Waveney,  as  I  believe 
it  to  I  e  jne  of  the,  if  not  the,  best  roach  rivers  in  England ; 
and  I  certainly  have  never  yet  seen  so  smart  a  bottom  fisher- 
man ai  Finch,  or  one  who  will  take  greater  pain*  both  to 


find  his  patrons'  sport,  or  to  point  out  to  them  any  small 
faults  they  may  possess  in  handling  a  rod. 

His  charges  for  acc^rnpinying  anglers  and  finding  bait 
are  5s.  per  day  and  food,  which,  I  think,  everyone  must 
admit  is  anything  but  exto  rtionate,  considering  that  when 
I,  for  instance,  am  out  with  him  in  the  summer,  we  usually 
start  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  return  home 
about  eight  o'clock  at  night.  If  anyone,  however,  is 
desirous  of  not  having  a  man,  as  the  river  is  unuxually 
vaiiab!e,  I  do  not  think,  except  absolutely  by  a  flake, 
strangers  are  likely  to  find  much  sport  by  themselves. 

If  you  can  finU  room  to  ineert  this  letter  I  shall  be  much 
obliged,  as  I  should  personnlly  be  very  glad  to  introduce 
fresh  patrons  to  Finch,  in  recognition  of  the  tronVjle  he 
h  18  alwaya  taken  to  procure  me  the  many  very  enjoyable 
days'  sport  I  have  had  in  the  Waveney. — Yours  faithfully, 
  H.  H.  Sto-NER. 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  20,  I  notice 
"  T.  H."  inquires  with  reference  to  "  Fishing  in  South 
Wales,"  and  particularly  wants  to  know  whit  can  be 
obtained  at  Newcastle  Emlyn.  The  fishing  at  Newcistle 
Emlyn  is  all  free  and  open  to  the  public.  Consequently 
the  water  is  very  much  whipped,  and  if  "  T.  H."  wants  to 
have  some  sport,  I  should  strongly  advise  him  to  stay  at 
Llandyssil,  where  he  will  fish  the  same  river  nine  miles 
higher  up,  and  have  the  privilege  of  two  and  a  half  miles 
of  preserved  water  by  staying  at  the  Porth  Hotel. — Yours 
truly,    S. 

BLACK  BASS,  AND  THE  WATERS  THE  TWO 
KINDS  ARE  SUITED  FOE. 

Dear  Mr.  Makston, — I  am  under  great  obligations  to 
you  for  your  prompt  compliance  with  my  request  concern- 
ing the  grayling.  I  have  already  received  a  valuable 
communication  on  the  subject  from  Messrs.  Andrews  and 
Andrews,  of  Haslemere,  and  the  promise  of  one  from 
Mr.  Peter  Ormrod,  of  Scorton,  Lancashire. 

Eeferring  to  the  black  bass,  would  say  that  it  was  the 
large-mouthed  bass  that  I  recommended  as  suitable  for  the 
lakes  and  p  >nds  and  breads  of  England.  Sue'i  waters  as 
are  suitable  for  pike — grassy  or  mossy  meres,  and  sluggish 
streams  not  inhabited  by  trout  or  grayling,  though,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  black  bass  is  not  at  all  destructive  of 
those  species  as  is  the  pike  and  perch.  The  bass  is  not, 
strictly  speiking,  a  piscivorous  fith,  but  prefers  crayfish 
and  other  crustaceans  and  larvse.  The  small-mouthed  bass 
will  only  thrive  in  s  ^fift  and  rocky  or  gravelly  streams, 
such  as  are  suitable  for  trout  or  grayling  ;  they  will  not 
exist  in  the  broads  or  grassy  still  waters,  and  it  is  "  love's 
labour  lost  "  to  attempt  it,  and  which  has  already  been 
proven  in  British  waters.  Yes  ;  the  bkck  bass  of  both 
species  have  done  well  in  Germany  and  the  Netherlands. 
I  was  instrumental  in  inducing  Mr.  von  Borne  to  attempt 
it  in  Germany,  and  give  him  full  directions  how  to  pro- 
ceed. He  was  very  successful  in  bis  enterprise.  I  presume 
they  could  be  obtained  in  Germany  for  Biitish  waters,  and 
the  distance  not  being  so  great  as  the  United  States,  I 
think  such  an  effort  would  be  successful.  I  am  sorry  there 
is  such  an  unwarranted  prejudice  on  the  part  of  British 
anglers  against  the  black  bass  ;  he  is  the  gamest  fish  that 
swims,  "  inch  for  inch  and  pound  for  pound." 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  kindly  interest  in  the 
grayling  matter, — 1  am,  yours  very  sincerely, 

Bozeman  (Montana)  Station.  J.  A.  Henshall. 

[Dr.  Henshall  is  the  leading  authority  on  that  magnifi- 
cent game  fish,  the  black  bass  of  N.  America.  We  tbiak 
it  probable  that  if  his  advice  was  followed,  and  the  proper 
kind  tried  in  suitable  waters,  they  would  do  here  as  well 
as  in  Germany,  where  b  'th  kinds  have  been  successfully 
bred  for  many  years.  We  hope  that  Capt.  Ormrtd  will 
take  up  this  question,  in  fact,  he  has  half  promised  us  that 
he  will  do  so  already. — Ed.] 


BASS  AND  GEBY  MULLET  FISHING. 
Sir, — In  reading  the  Fishing  Gazette  week  after  week, 
I  have  waited  patiently  for  some  account  of  bass  or  grey 
mullet  fishing,  but  up  to  now  have  not  seen  it.  In  these 
waters  we  have  splendid  sport  amongst  grey  mullet  about 
August  and  September,  and  bass  there  is  plenty ;  but  no 
one  attempts  to  catch  them.  It  is  very  hard  to  get  tackle 
suitable  for  large  fish  in  this  pi  ice,  and  if  one  sends  away 
the  dealers  never  seem  to  understand  what  is  required  and 
the  result  is  failure.  The  mallet  are  fine  fish,  weighing 
from  3Jlb.  to  SJlb.,  and,  unlike  most  fish,  have  a  very 
tender  mouth  ;  so  that,  instead  of  playing  and  landing  by 
gaff  or  net,  one  has  to  lift  them  straight  up  from  the 
water  and  land  them  in  rear  without  turning,  for  the  leist 
extra  strain  the  fish  is  gone.  You  will  understand  the 
strain  a  71b.  fish  would  place  upon  a  single  gut,  especially 
if  he  resisted.  During  last  season  I  and  a  friend  caught 
107  grey  mullet,  besides  mackerel,  horse  mackerel,  snipe 
fish,  and  bream.  Well,  you  only  have  to  plice  the  line  in 
the  water  and  pull  it  out  again,  they  are  so  tbick. 
Of  course  to  have  this  result  one  must  use  a 
special  grouni-bait.  I  use  chervie.  It  is  a  minute 
species  of  shYimp,  caught  by  the  fishermen  in  Jersey. 
They  salt  it  and  sell  it  so  much  a  quart.  A  spoon- 
ful about  every  five  minutes  for  a  quarter  of  an  hnnr,  and 
if  one  is  in  the  proper  place  the  water  will  be  alive  with 
fish.  I  usually  get  on  the  breakwater  here,  and  drop  the 
bait  in  a  recess  at  the  foot  of  the  steps.  The  tide  does 
n<  t  carry  i^,  away,  and  the  fith  cin  be  h-ld  as  it  were, 
until  the  tid><  is  done.  1  h^re  are  some  noted  rocks  around 
the  coast  where  a  deep  hole  is  at  the  font.  Twice  last 
year  at  one  of  these  places  I  had  a  spl-  ndid  catch  ;  the 
fish  were  rolling  over  one  an'  tber  at  my  feet,  and  as  soon 
as  they  commenced  to  lise  I  put  my  line  in  the  water 
baited  with  peeled  shrimp.  The  first  occasion  I  had  six 
large  ones,  and  the  second  I  and  my  friend  had  nineteen, 
all  over  41b.    It  is  strange  that  in  Guernsey,  the  sister 
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island,  tbe  mullet  canght  around  the  pier  are  not  more 
than  Jib.  weight,  and  tbe  anglers  from  there  pay  us  a  visit 
each  year  for  larger  fish.  If  any  of  your  readers  should 
be  visiting  these  waters,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  give  them 
a  day's  sport.  Trusting  you  will  be  able  to  give  me  some 
advice  on  the  bass  fishing,  believe  me  to  remain—Faith- 
fully yours,  Mullet. 
Alderney  (C.T.) 

P.S. — I  could  give  "  Sprats "  the  information  he 
requires ;  he  would  find  plenty  of  sport  here. 


WHY  DO  SALMON  TAKE  THE  FLY  ? 
Dear  Sir, — "  I  ought  to  be  insulted,  but  I  ain't,"  used 
to  exclaim  Mr.  J.  L.  Toole  in  one  of  his  parts,  where  he 
had  been  mistaken  for  the  butler,  whilst  really  master  of 
the  establishment,  and  tipped  with  half-a-crown.  In  like 
manner  there  are,  no  doubt,  anglers  who  will  be  ready, 
nay,  eager,  to  suggest  that  the  above  heading  should  read, 
"  Why  don't  salmon  take  the  fly  ?  "  Speaking  i^ersonally, 
I  should  vote  for  the  amendment,  having  still  to  experience 
that  delici  )us  delight  which  appears  to  be  the  result  of 
capturing  one's  first  salmon.  A  recollection  is  yet  quite 
clear  of  five  days'  flagging  on  the  Conway,  in  the  wildest 
days  of  last  October,  the  nearest  approach  to  my  own 
sport  being  a  got  d  view  of  sundry  well-developed  tails  as 
their  lordehips  ploughed  onward  to  the  upper  waters. 
True,  the  water  was  up  and  down  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  and  they  tell  me  that  is  very  bad  indeed.  However, 
let  that  flee  stick  to  the  wa'.  I  was  lately  reminded  of  a 
chat  which  I  had  a  few  years  ago  at  Langholm  with  an 
elderly  man,  on  whom  I  had  cilled  to  purchase  a  few 
sea  trout  flies.  As  he  quickly  showed  an  interest  in  me — the 
readiest  way,  not  through  the  stomach  (that's  exploded),  to 
one's  heart — we  were  soon  engaged  in  an  earnest  talk.  I 
knew  Mr.  So  and  So,  had  heard  of  Mr.  Wbat'shisname, 
and  lived  close  to  Mr.  Thingumbob,  all  of  whom  were  in 
the  habit  of  fishing  the  Esk  and  Liddle.  So  by  stages  we 
got  to  tales  of  slaughter  of  the  king  of  fresh-water  fishes. 
"  The  point  is  this,"  I  said  at  last,  for  there  was  much 
spilling  of  ink  going  on  at  the  time  on  the  subject ;  "  why 
the  deuce  do  salmon  take  what  you  call  the  salmon  fly  at 
all  ?  There's  nothing  like  it  in  real  life,  so  he  can't  want 
to  eat  it.  Besides,  they  say  he  never  does  eat  after  he 
comes  from  the  sea."  I  have  my  own  idea,"  he  replied, 
"  and,  mind,  it's  the  result  of  pairsonal  experience."  _  (As 
I  am  not  Mr.  J.  M.  Barrie,  I  shall  deal  gingerly  with  a 
dialect  which  I  much  admire,  though  reproduce  imper- 
fectly.) "  One  day  I  was  standing  on  the  Brig  at  Annan, 
and  sure  enough  doon  below  was  a  gran'  fish  lying  still. 
A  frien'  o'  mine  was  casting  away  below  him.  By  an'  bye 
the  fish  begins  to  give  a  bit  move,  and  then  I  see  his  tail 
slowly  going  from  eide  to  side  like  this.  It  reminded  me 
of  a  cat  just  aboot  to  mak'  the  spring.  But  nothing  more. 
What  does  I  do  but  I  just  sings  out  to  my  frien'  '  Stop 
throTiring  a  wee  bit.  Now,  then,'  says  I,  '  gie  him  a 
rest  for  five  minutes,  change  your  fly,  step  this  way  lOyds. 
and  try  him  again.'  My  frien'  carries  out  the  programme, 
roond  gangs  the  line,  doon  comes  the  fly,  up  jumps  the 
fish,  head  clear  out  o'  the  water,  turns  himsel'  ower,  and 
—bang !  he  grabs  the  fly  like  a  terrier  wi'  a  rat,  drops 
down  deeper  in  the  water,  and — well,  in  somethiug  like  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  he  was  on  the  bank  breathing  his  last ; 
twenty  poond  if  he  was  an  ounce."  "Good  bii,"  I 
remarked,  "  then  he  just  went  for  that  air  fly  to  worry 
it  ?  "  "  Preoeesely  ;  to  do  away  with  it,  to  put  it  out  of 
existence ;  he  was  angry,  his  dander  was  up,  and  he  had 
to  destroy  it,  as  he  thought."  "  I  rather  think,"  said  I, 
that  notion  has  not  yet  been  advanced,  but  there  seems 
to  be  something  in  it."  With  that  I  bade  him  good 
morning,  and  sallied  forth  to  the  Skipper's  Bridge. 
The  day  came  on  very  stormy,  a  strong  westerly  gale 
blowing,  so  when  a  gust  of  wind  landed  my  tail 
fly  in  a  tree  top,  and  as  I  know  sufficient  to  realise  the 
fish  were  not  there,  I  reeled  up  and  smoked  in  an  out-of- 
the-world  c  )rner,  trying  to  get  up  an  enthusiasm  for 
autumn's  beautiful  colouring  in  the  splendid  woods  there- 
abou's.  Presei  tly  I  strolled  to  a  fine  pool  where  a  farmer 
was  flailing  away  wittt  a  twenty-footer.  Soon  there  was  a 
boU,  down  went  tbe  rod  trp,  and  "  You're  into  him,"  I 
shout  d,  for  the  noise  of  wind  and  water  was  great.  One 
minute  elapsed,  then  the  Ime  came  back  fifhleas.  He 
smote  his  thigh  with  a  heavy  blow,  and  ejaculated  some- 
thing in  pood  broad  Scots.  We  sat  down  together,  and 
smoked  in  silence  like  two  Red  Indiana.  After  a  while  I 
said  cau'ixusly,  "  Now,  what  did  that  fish  think  he  was 
doing  ?  Was  he  hungry  ?  Surely  he  couldn't  want  to  eat 
the  derned  fly  ?  "  "I  ken  na  what  he  thocht,  I  know 
what  he  did ;  I  wad  ha'  gien  a  sovereign  to  land  him," 
was  the  reply.  There  was  no  theory  here  evidently,  so  I 
did  not  intrude  any  opinions.  It  was  too  painful  a  time 
for  speculation  on  the  matter. 

There  is  one  more  point  to  be  touched  upon.  Some 
little  time  ago  I  read  that  when  the  beam  of  a  trawler  is 
examined,  there  are  occasionally  found  upon  it  brightly 
coloured  creatures  swept  up  from  the  floor  of  the  sea.  Is 
it  possible  that  th'^  salmon,  remembering  these  experiences 
of  his  sea-going  days,  when,  perhaps,  he  gobbles  them, 
spying  the  brilliant  colours  of  a  Jock  Scott',  Silver  Doctor, 
or  Butcher,  says,  like  Rip  Van  Winkle,  "  I  had  sworn  off, 
but  will  not  count  this  one,"  and  accordingly  go^s  for  it? 

  B.  K.  H. 

COMFORTABLE  FISHING  QUARTERS. 

Sir, — One  of  your  correspondents  recently  inquired 
through  your  colucnni  for  information  as  to  snug  quarters, 
with  fair  fishing,  whereat  to  spend  bis  holiday.  Permit 
me,  with  your  usual  courtesy,  to  recommend  to  such 
inquirers  the  consideration  of  the  many  merits  of  the 
Inveroran  Hotel,  Argyll,  under  the  exc«llent  management 
of  it*  new  proprietor,  Mr.  Cameron. 

It  is  most  accessible,  being  only  a  couple  of  miles  from 
the  Bridge  of  Orehy  Station,  on  the  new  West  Highland 


line  to  Fort  William.  Pew  hotels  in  the  highlands,  even 
of  much  greater  pretensions,  equal  it  for  comfort  and 
exOBlleoce  of  cuisine,  none  certainly  surpass  it,  and  the 
charges  are  most  moderate.  As  to  the  fishing,  the  hotel 
guests  have  at  their  door  Loch  Tnlla,  which  contains  some 
very  fine  trout  up  to  31b.  or  41b.  in  weight,  and  also, 
alas,  pike.  Mr.  Cameron  has  several  boats  on  it.  Visitors 
can  also  fish  Loch  Buidhe.  in  the  deer  forest,  where  there 
are  abundance  of  small  trout,  say,  of  five  or  six  to  the  lb. 
There  is  also  some  stream  and  burn  fishing,  and  one  or  two 
hill  lochans.  Perhaps  tbe  chief  feature,  however,  is  the 
salmon  fishing  on  the  Orohy,  over  some  four  or  five  miles 
of  which  Mr.  Cameron  has  the  fishing,  which  he  places  at 
the  disposal  of  his  visitors.  With  luck  in  hitting  off  a  good 
water  (and  rain  is  no  scarce  commodity  in  the  West  High- 
lands), the  fishing  is  often  really  excellent.  There  are  also 
trout  in  the  Orchy,  but  I  can't  say  from  experience  much 
about  them. 

Situated  as  is  Inveroran  in  the  heart  of  the  Black  Mount 
deer  forest,  surrounded  by  magnificent  mountains  towering 
to  over  3G0Oft.,  standing  on  the  shore  of  a  lovely  loch, 
f  I  inged  with  straggling  remnants  of  the  ancient  Caledonian 
forest,  within  a  couple  of  hours'  drive  of  the  gloomy  Pass 
of  Glencoe  or  the  wild  Glen  Etive,  within  a  stone  oast,  so 
to  speak,  of  station,  telegraph,  and  all  such  modern 
necestities,  and  offering  not  only  the  comforts,  but  even 
the  refinements  of  life,  at  most  moderate  charges,  it 
seems  to  me,  who  have  jnst  returned  from  a  pleisant  stay 
there,  to  be  almost  an  ideal  resting  place  for  any  wearied 
brain-worker.  One  last  word.  All  this  is  placed  at  the 
stranger's  disposal  through  the  kindly  liberality  of  the 
noble  proprietor,  the  Marquess  of  Breadalbane,  whose 
charming  residence  stands  just  across  the  loch.  It  is, 
therefore,  I  think,  not  too  much  to  ask  that,  in  return, 
all  visitors  will  conform  most  strictly  and  cheerfully  to  the 
few  regulations  which  are  laid  down,  such  as  those 
regarding  the  7in.  limit  as  to  trout,  the  avoidance  of 
trespass  in  the  forest,  and  such  matters. — I  am, sir,  yours, 
&c.,    Chas.  H.  Alston. 

COOPER'S  FANCY. 

DiAR  Sib, — Some  weeks  back  a  customer  of  ours  wrote 
you  asking  for  some  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to 
oblige  him  with  the  dressing  of  Cooper's  Fancy,  stating 
that  he  had  written  "  the  celebrated  fishing  tackle  firm  of 
Poster's,  of  Ashbourne,  who  do  not  know  the  fly."  We 
thereupon  wrote  Mr.  Cooper  for  the  favour  of  a  descrip- 
tion of  it,  as  it  has  figured  in  the  weekly  river  reports  of 
late.  Mr.  Cooper  replied,  refusing  ua  the  favour  we  had 
asked  on  the  ground  that  the  fly  had  cost  him  a  lot  of 
trouble  to  perfect  (or  words  to  that  effect,  we  are  quoting 
from  memory),  and  that  he  was  in  a  position  to  supply 
these  flies  himself.  So  far  so  good.  'This  last  week  a 
friend  of  ours  has.obtained  for  us  a  fly  of  this  name,  and  we 
are  now  desirous  of  acquainting  our  patron,  the  Rev. 
Roland  Upcher,  and  any  other  inquirers,  that  they  need 
have  no  further  anxiety  about  the  matter,  for  if  they  will 
order  our  Black  Goats  they  will  get  Cooper's  Fancy.  The 
only  difference  between  the  thin  bodied  Derbyshire  Black 
Gnat  and  the  fly  sent  us  as  being  Cooper's  Fancy  is  this— 
the  Cooper  is  a  more  thick  headed  fly  than  is  onr  own, 
and  by  that  we  mean  a  larger  head  has  been  formed  with 
the  black  tying  silk  than  is  the  case  in  the  typical  Derby- 
shire pattern.  Of  course,  ~it  is  just  possible  that  our 
correspondent  has  blundered  in  the  pattern  procured  for 
us,  but  we  have  no  reason  for  thinkiiig  so. — Yours  faith- 
fully,   Poster  Bros. 

Aishbonme. 

THE  20lb.  lea  PIKE. 
Dear  Sib, — You  kindly  noticed  my  Lea  jack  of  201b. 
last  February  in  th«  Fishing  Gazette  ;  should  you  care  to 
see  it,  it  is  now  on  view  at  Holroyd^s  fishing  tackle  shop, 
59,  Gracechurch-street,  City — not  in  the  window,  but  on 
the  counter  inside.— Yours  truly,        Francis  Baker. 


JARDINE'S  PURE  SILK  FISHING  LINES. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  yon  kindly  let  me  know  in  your  next 
issue  if  Mr.  A.  Jardine's  pure  silk  fishing  lines  can  now  be 
bought,  if  so,  where  ?  These  pirticular  lines  were 
referred  to  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  10,  1898.  Thanking  yon 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  R.  A.  Simmons. 

[Mr.  R.  A.  Simmons  and  "  John  Dory  "  might  possibly 
obtain  the  fine  Saigon  silk  lines  spoken  of  in  Mr.  Alfred 
Jardine's  book  on  "Pike  and  Perch,"  page  53,  and 
referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  10  last,  of 
either  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  or  Messrs.  S. 
Alloock  and  Co.,  both  firms  of  Redditch,  Staffordshire.] 


"  AN  AUTOMATIC  POACHING  SPRING  HOOK." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  perused  with  some  interest  the 
article  in  your  issue  of  the  20th  inst.  on  "  An  Automatic 
Poaching  Spring  Fish  Hook." 

I  incline  to  think  that  this  arrangement  of  hooks  might 
be  used  for  tie  capture  of  fish  other  than  from  a  poaching 
point  of  view.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  the  capture  of 
"fqaid  "  when  deep  sea  fishing.  Everyone  who  has  fished 
to  any  great  extent  off  the  S  )uth  Devon  coast  must  have 
experienced  the  great  annoyance  caused  by  "squid."  I 
have  frequently  found  that  when  pollack,  bream,  and  rock 
whiting  are  feeding  well  there  is  a  sudden  cessation  of 
sport,  which,  as  a  rule,  is  caused  by  the  appearance  either 
of  conger  or  squid  ;  the  former  one  knows  how  to  deal 
with,  but  the  latter,  especially  in  deep  water  fishing— say 
15  fathoms — is  much  more  difficult  of  capture.  Directly 
the  lead  reiches  the  bottom,  when  paternostering  or  hand- 
liuing,  you  feel  Ih)  quiet  tngtug  of  "Mr.  Squid  ";  you 
reel  up  very  quietly,  feeling  all  the  time  the  dead  weight 
which  assurt  s  you  that  the  squid  is  still  on  the  bait ;  your 
man  stands  by  with  the  landing  net,  ready,  if  possible, 
to  place  it  under  the  rascal  when  he  comes  to  the  surface  ; 
but,  as  a  rule,  eleven  times  out  of  twelve  the  vrily  squid 


lets  go  his  hold  of  the  bait  just  as  the  net  seems  under 
him,  and  he  is  off  Uke  a  flash  of  light,  and  with  such 
extreme  swiftness  that  he  is  down  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea 
again  and  ready  for  your  bait  more  quickly  even  than  a 
heavily  leaded  paternoster  can  reach  the  bottom. 

Now,  if  some  such  an-angement  of  hooks  as  that  shown 
in  your  illustration  could  be  fixed  to  the  bait,  I  fancy  the 
tentacles  of  the  squid  would  probably  become  entangled, 
and  his  capture  made  certain.  This  would  prove  a  double 
joy  to  the  fisherman — one,  that  he  has  captured  the  greatest 
nuisance  which  exists  when  other  fish  are  biting  freely, 
and  the  other  that  he  has  provided  himself  with  a  supply 
of  the  best  possible  bait  fc  conger,  large  pollack,  and,  in 
fact,  almost  all  deep  sea  fishes. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  will  be  disposed  to  give 
their  views  on  the  suggestions  thrown  out  by  me.  You 
do  not  say  if  the  spring  hooks  are  to  be  had  in  this 
country,  but  if  they  oonld  be  made  to  open  outwards 
instead  of  inwards,  as  I  fancy  the  article  suggests,  they 
would  prove  useful  for  my  purpose. — Yours  truly, 

Francis  Howse. 

[We  do  not  know  that  the  spring  hooks  referred  to  are 
to  be  had  in  this  country,  but  a  line  to  the  editor  of  the 
Scientific  American,  New  York,  would  doubtless  obtain 
the  address  of  the  American  inventor. — Ed.  .F.  G.] 


HOTEL,  GA.RRISON.  LOUGH  MELVIN  BY 
BELLEEK,  Co.  FERMANAGH,  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir. — I  am  pleased  to  read  the  letter  of  Messrs. 
Rogan  and  Sons  respecting  the  accommodation  at  the 
hotel  at  Garrison — boats  and  men.  I  have  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Scott,  the  proprietor,  telling  me  that  after  the  recent 
floods  the  run  of  grilse  is  plentiful,  and  many  salmon,  lake 
trout,  gillaroo,  and  brown  trout  have  been  caught  at 
Garrison  end  of  the  lake,  because  the  salmon  can't  get 
any  further.  I  have  been  there  several  times  the  past 
twenty  years,  and  have  always  had  good  sport.  Tbe  last 
time  and  day  I  waa  there  was  on  a  Friday,  and  caught  a 
salmon  of  16Jlb.  and  a  char,  which  were  on  the  table  at 
the  Piscatorial  Society  the  Monday  following.  Now  Mr. 
A.  Scott  has  enlarged  his  hotel.  He  can  accommodate 
more  anglers,  for  I  have  known  gentlemen  occupy  apart- 
ments at  Belleek  till  the  cabin-like  rooms,  then,  were 
vacated. 

The  lake  at  Grarrison  end  and  islands  is  a  perfect  angler's 
paradise ;  the  boats  large  and  trustworthy,  and  expe- 
rienced boatmen. 

The  way  to  reach  Garrison  :  Take  train  from  Dublin  to 
Belleek,  where  a  car  will  be  in  waiting^  to  transport  the 
anglers  to  Garrison,  a  nice  six  miles'  drive,  if  Mr.  Scott 
is  written  to  to  send  car  at  any  appointed  time.  The 
charges  at  the  hot«l  are  very  moderate,  so  for  boat 
and  two  men.  There  is  no  shore  fishing.  I  only  wish  I 
was  there  instead  of  at  Deal,  where  at  present  there  is  no 
fishing. 

Anglers  should  write  to  Mr.  Scott  to  know  if  rooms  are 
vacant,  as  there  is  no  other  accommodation  at  Garrison. 
There  are  perch,  but  no  pike  in  Lough  Melvin. — Yours 
faithfully,    T.  R.  Sachs  (P.P.S  ). 

EATON  AND  DELLBR'S  SPECIAL  DRY-FLY  BOX. 

Deab  Sib, — Messrs.  Williams  and  Co.,  of  Great  Queen- 
street,  are  under  a  slight  misapprehension  as  to  the  exact 
design  of  our  registered  eyed  fly  box.  It  is  made  of  a 
sheet  of  felt  sandwiched  between  two  sheets  of  parchment, 
well  glued  and  compressed,  with  strips  of  parchment  sewn 
across  to  receive  the  flits.  The  strips  of  parchment  are, 
we  believe,  similar  in  design  to  their  own  ;  but  the  point 
for  originality  that  we  claim  is  the  combination  of  the 
strips  and  the  compressed  felt  between  the  parchment, 
which  is  thus  sufficiently  elastic  to  retain  the  point  of  hook 
beyond  the  barb  without  the  fly  shaking  out. — Yours 
truly,  ___    Eaton  and  Delleb. 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  BEN  ABRAHAMS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  cash  from  the  following : 
Allason  United  Bros.  A.S  .  £2  0^.  6d ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Blakey, 
5s. ;  Mr.  A.  R.  Mathews,  2r.  ;  Mr.  J.  Hardie,  Is. ;  Mr.  A. 
Etheridge,  Is. ;  per  Mr.  G  Bence  (Jubilee  A.S.),  2a. ; 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  23.  6d. 
All  commxmications  should  be  addressed  to 

E.  Jackson 

2,  Bulmer  Place,  Notting       (Secretary  to  the  fund). 
Hill  Gate. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Sprats,"  I  should  recom- 
mend him  to  go  to  Looe  if  he  wants  a  quiet  spot ;  Charlie 
Toms  or  Ben  Pengelly  are  good  boatmen,  moderate  in 
charge,  and  very  obliging.  Hotel,  The  Ship.  Looe  is 
about  nine  miles  from  Menheniot  Station,  G.W.R.,  Corn- 
wall Railway.  There  a^e  coaches  from  Menheniot  to 
Looe.— Yours  truly,       William  Hbabdee,  B.S.A.S. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


Mr.  Jona  :  "  Say,  Maria,  what  on  earth  are  you  buyin' 
fish  to-day  for  ?  Didn't  you  forget  that  I  was  goin'  fishin' 
to-day."  Mrs.  Jona  :  "  No,  I  remembered  you  were  goin' 
fishin'.  When  I  set  my  mind  on  fish  I  don't  like  to  be 
disappointed  in  not  getting  any— there  !  " 


Wanted,  a  Wipb.— A  farmer  In  Manitoba  recently  wrote  to 
England,  asking  for  a  wife  to  be  sent  out  to  him.  We  bBlieve  he 
meant  well,  and  we  hope  he  mot  with  success;  but  good  wives 
are  not  usually  to  be  obtained  in  this  way.  In  such  a  matter 
a  man  cat  not  safely  t^u^t  to  the  judgment  of  another,  but  must 
use  his  o«m.  In  choosing  a  wife,  every  man's  judgment  varies. 
In  other  things  It  Is  not  bo.  For  instance,  the  jutigment  of  every 
sensible  men  is  in  favour  of  Hulloway'e  Pills  and  Ointment  for 
the  cure  of  liver  complalntu,  disordered  stomach,  shattered  nerves, 
rheumatism,  gout,  lumbago,  scalds,  bums,  and  all  skin  diseases. 


June  3,  1899] 
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THE  HOLIDAY  ANGLER. 


By  "KRypTOs." 

We  all  know  the  "  holiday  angler,"  he  who  for 
fifty  weeks  out  of  the  year  has  his  mind  con- 
centrated over  ledgers  and  letters,  and  who, 
daring  the  two  which  comprise  his  annual  holiday, 
flings  himself  unfettered  forth  into  the  country, 
talks  of  his  "  little  place  up  in  Scotland  "  and  his 
"  friend  the  Honourable  Tom  Roundabout,"  as 
though  his  time  were  his  own  all  the  year  round. 

Usually  he  goes  to  a  seaside  boarding-house, 
and,  in  spite  of  his  aristocratic  connections  and 
limitless  wealth,  he  usually  selects  one  in  the 
part  of  the  town  farthest  removed  from  the 
front ;  not  because  living  is  cheaper,  oh  dear, 
no  I  but  because  it  is  handier  for  the  railway 
station,  in  case  he  should  be  suddenly  called 
back  to  town  I 

The  seaside  resorts  by  the  Norfolk  Broads 
know  him  well,  welcoming  his  appearance 
effusively,  for,  although  his  holiday  garb  is,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  startling,  yet  he  is  quiet 
and  inoffensive,  paya  without  grumbling,  and  is 
out  all  day. 

When  be  comes  by  steamboat  to  the  place  of 
bis  choice,  he  very  rarely  attempts  sea  fishing 


afterwards,  save  from  the  pier  ;  but  if  he  makes 
the  journey  by  rail,  he  is  likely  to  be  beguiled 
by  the  dulcet  lures  of  the  boatmen,  and  one 
fine  morning  discovers  him,  with  a  very  new  rod, 
being  pulled  out  on  to  the  briny  deep. 

It  is  pitiable,  indeed,  to  see  that  young  man  go 
out,  and  then  to  wat(!h  his  return.  To  notice 
how  he  dijiregards  the  nice  new  rod  whilst  land- 
ing, and  how  be  leaps  for  the  shore  directly  the 
keel  grates  on  the  bhingle.  is  a  lilieial  education 
in  Dii.-ery,  and  you  wonder  whether  Father 
Neptune  Ctin  really  find  pleasure  in  worrying  wuch 
a  flail,  damp-looking  wj-etuh.  Hecc-forth,  be  is 
only  found  upon  the  pier  with  half  a  dozen 
of  his  kind  la.jing  lotig  lines  carefully  over 
the  piom-nade.  that  childi-en  may  entangle  their 
feet,  ladies  their  skirts,  and  old  gentlemen  their 
sticks.  Having  performed  this  to  their  own 
satisfaction,  they  proceed  to  bait  numerous  hooks 
with  shrimps,  mussels,  or  worms,  showing  a 
great  nicety  about  it,  and  carefully  wiping  their 
hands  after  each  one.  Then,  with  a  critical 
glance  around,  they  swing  the  lead  about  their 
heads  until  nothing  can  be  seen  of  the  whirling 
line.  S  boo !  You  watch  the  heavy  weight  leap 
into  the  air ;  you  watch  every  bait  spin  ofE  on  a 
journey  of  its  own,  and  you  know  by  the  dull 
plunge  when  the  lead  takes  six  bare  hooks  to  the 
bottom,  clean  across  four  other  lines ! 

The  holiday  angler  does  not  know  it,  how- 
ever, so  he  lights  a  cigarette  and  hangs  over 
the  balustrade  with  the  line  in  his  hand,  gazing 
contentedly  at  the  sky. 

Number  one  along  the  row  of  anglers  fancies 
he  has  a  bite,  and  strikes  vigorously;  number 
two,  whose  line  is  mixed  with  that  of  number 
one,  feels  a  sharp  tug,  and  begins  hauling  in. 
Our  friend,  the  fifth  on  the  row,  feels  hvo  distinct 
bites,  and  with  a  yard  and  a  half  strike  makes  the 
intervening  gentlemen  fairly  jump  into  the 
impression  that  they  have  fish. 

The  result  is  that  five  tangled  lines  are  raised  in 
a  bunch,  when,  with  profuse  apologies,  their 
owners  sort  out  their  respective  properties  pre- 
paratory to  another  cast. 

Tiring  of  this  form  of  sport,  our  friend  hies  to 
the  reedy  water  wastes  inland,  and  hires  a  very 
broad  boat,  that  he  may  not  want  for  room  ; 
then  he  slowly  pulls  to  a  quiet  corner  of  the  broad, 
until  his  aching  arms  tell  him  they  have  reached 
the  exact  spot ;  so  he  ships  his  oars,  heaves  the 
heavy  stones  overboard  from  each  end,  and  in  such 
a  way  that  the  boat  swings  to  and  fro,  like  an 
erratic  weathercock.  To  thi-pw  his  ground-bait 
overboard  takes  but  a  few  seconds,  and  having 
done  so,  he  drifts  over  it,  and  starts  fishing 
beyond  it,  at  mid-depth,  for  roach,  perch,  or  eels. 

The  fish  are  shy,  and  bite  not ;  so  eventually  he 
lies  down  in  the  bows  with  his  beloved  cigarette, 
finally  dropping  off  to  sleep,  lulled  to  slumber  by 
a  little  brown  lark  above,  who  cheerily  translates 
to  earth  the  calm  joys  of  the  upper  world. 

At  dusk  the  boatman  comes  searching  after 
him,  fearing  accidents ;  and  with  fine  scorn  wakes 
the  sleeper,  helps  him  pack  his  goods— all  but  the 
rod,  which  is  missing — and  tows  him  back  from 
his  Elysian  joys.  The  holiday  angler  insists  on 
his  taking  a  glass  for  his  trouble ;  and  at  the  inn 
the  boatman,  a  good-humoured  old  fellow,  as  the 
Broad  men  invariably  are,  recounts  his  expe- 
riences among  the  larger  fish.  Our  friend  is  not  to 
be  outdone,  so  he  thinks  he  will  quiet  this  old 
countryman  with  his  more  thrilling,  if  less 
authentic,  experiences. 

"  Do  you  know  the  Scotch  lakes  P  "  he  begins 
grandly.  "  I  do  that,  sir !  Lived  years  among 
em.  Do  you  ?  "  is  the  astonishing  reply.  This 
is  awkward,  for  our  friend  does  not.  Evidently 
his  story  cannot  be  produced ;  so  he  simply 
remarks  that  a  friend  of  his,  the  Honourable  Tom 
Roundabout,  has  invited  him  there,  and  soon 
afterwards  he  bids  the  boatman  good  night  and 
sets  out  for  his  supper. 

That  evening  in  the  smoking-room  of  the 
boarding  house  he  gives  forth  the  boatman's 
adventures  as  his  own,  all  having  happened  within 
the  past  six  hours.  The  admiration  of  his 
listeners  is  mixed  with  regret  that  he  did  not 
show  them  the  fish  before  sending  them  to  town 
for  setting  up. 

"  Pity  1  lost  that  rod,"  he  remarks,  "  I  valued 
it  far  above  its  intrinsic  worth  ! "  which  is  a  good 
thing,  or  he  would  set  little  value  upon  it. 

Our  friend  nearly  caught  a  good  fish  once.  It 
was  on  Oulton  Dyke,  when  the  boatman,  having 


fitted  up  a  rod  with  snap  tackle,  gave  him  a  roach 
and  directions,  and  sent  him  on  his  way  rejoicing. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  the  bait  was  taken  by  a 
fine  pike,  which  immediately  made  for  the  weeds. 

"  Come  out  of  that  I "  quoth  the  angler,  with 
steady  mechanical  turns  of  the  reel.  The  pike 
came;  and  after  a  long,  exciting  fctrufrgle,  which 
tested  the  line  thoroughly,  he  was  br<>ut(ht  to  the 
side  of  the  boat.  Looking  over,  our  aniilitig  friend 
noticed  the  long,  da,ik  torm,  the  cruel  jiws,  and 
the  devilish  eyes.  "  Yon  in  the  boat  with  me!" 
He  ex<;lainied.  "Not  if  I  know  if.  my  friend  ! 
You  niay  go."  And  availing  Limst-lf  of  thin  per- 
mission, JBsoa;  laiiys  weitt  with  2'ds.  of  gimp, 
which  the  fisherman  kindly  cut  off  for  him. 


DEEP  SEA  FISHING  IN  THE  SOUTH 
PACIFIC. 
{Concluded  from  page  367t) 

I  MUST  correct  an  error  (at  line  four)  in  my 
last  week's  article  on  the  above  subject.    I  should 
have  said,  "Mr.  Arthur  Shaw  owns  Savu-Savu,  a 
big  estate  on  Vanu-Levu,  the  second  largest  of 
the  Fijian  Islands."  The  natives  start  at  nightfall 
and  fish  for  tau-tau  until  morning.    As  stated  in 
last  week's  article,  these  fish  are  very  like  salmon 
in  appearance.    Over  the  reef,  and  a  mile  beyond, 
the  canoes  are  paddled,  while  a  native  prepares 
the  rods  and  tackles.    Four  rods  lie  lengthways 
on  the  outriggers — rods,  14ft.  long,  of  tough, 
springy  cane,  tapering  from  2in.  diameter  at  the 
butt  to  Vm.  at  the  point,  to  which  the  line,  about 
the  length  of  the  rod,  is  securely  fastened,  and 
these  tackles  are  for  fishing  in  the  shallow  lagoons 
of  the  coral  atolls.    Lying  beside  the  rods  are 
lines  for  deep  sea  work,  neatly  coiled  ready  for 
takuo  fishing.    The  natives  know  from  the  crowds 
of  clamorous  sea  birds  and  the  splashing  water 
when  they  aie  approaching  a  shoal  of  fish,  then 
they  drop  their  paddles,  seize  their  rods,  and  cast 
the  bait  into  the  sea;  but  almost  before  it 
reaches  the  surface  a  fish  leaps  out  at  it,  the 
tough  rod  bends,  and  with  a  strong,  steady  sweep, 
of  his  arms  the  fisherman  swings  a  101b.  tau-tqu 
clear  out  of  the  water,  and  drops  it  into  the 
canoe,  where,  glintingof  bui-nished  silverand steely 
blue,  it  struggles  among  the  men's  feet.    Soon  all 
the  other  fishermen  are  hard  at  work  ;  and  their 
shouts,  added  to  the  screams  of  the  wheeling  sea- 
fowl,  and  the  flapping  of  the  fish  as  they  are 
dropped  into  the  bottom  of  the  canoes,  increases 
the  excitement  of  the  sport.    Thus  it  goes  on  for 
some  hours,'  until  the  men  are  growing  tired,  for 
jfeach  of  them  may  have  taken  a  score  or  thirty 
fish  from  81b.  to  101b.  in  weight ;  so  they  hand 
their  rods  to  their  comrades,  who  add  fish  after 
fish  to  the  quivering  heap.    Suddenly  the  sport 
ceases,  the  fish  are  gone ;  for  some  dozen  jjaZo — 
the  dreaded  foe  of  the  tau-taw — have  appeared  on 
the  surface.     So  the  men  light  their  pipes,  and 
the  canoes  are  paddled  homewards  again  to  the 
island.    The  taliuo  is  often  captured  of  1201b., 
and  at  times  much  exceeding  that.     My  nephew, 
Mr.  Arthur  Shaw,  and  his  friends  make  a  night 
of  it  when  they  go  tahuo  fishing.    Provisions,  kc, 
and  some  torches  made  of  cocoa-palm  leaves  are 
put  in  his  boat,  also  a  dozen  or  two  of  flying  fish 
for  baits ;  and  they  sail  away  outside  the  reefs  to 
Savu-Savu  Point,  then  lower  the  sail,  make  all 
snug,  light  their  pipes,  and  bait  their  hooks. 
Tahuo  are  usually  caught  when  drifting  with  the 
tide  or  current;  so  "sounding"  for  the  depth, 
and  finding  about  twenty-five  fathonisi  they" fish 
twenty  fathoms  deep,  for  tal;uo  are  caught  more 
frequently  some  distance  off  the  bottom.  Each 
angler  baits  with  a  whole  flying  fish,  and  all  are 
on  the  alert,  when  a  savage  tug  results  in  a  heavy 
fish  being  hooked,  which,  after  much  struggling, 
with  "  give-and-take  "  of  the  line,  is  at  last  got 
alongside,  knocked  on  its  head,  and  lifted  into  the 
boat,  a  fish  weighing  oOlb.    Then  making  a  long 
drift,  with  no  luck,  they  sailed  across  the  bay  to 
Kubulau  Island,  between  where  and  Namena — or 
Direction  Island — half  a  dozen  large  fish  were 
taken,  the  biggest  exceeding  SOlb.    A  tal-uo,  when 
played  nearly  up  to  the  surface,  makes  desperate 
efforts  to  free  itself  from  the  hook  by  violently 
shaking  its  head,  after  the  manner  of  tarpons  of  the 
Florida  seas  ;  also,  they  will  dive  almost  vertically 
in,  may  be,  thirty  fathoms  of  water,  so  that 
the  rough  fibre  line,  as  it  runs  with  great  velocity 
over  the  boat's  gunwale,  is  likely  to  injure  the 
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angler's  hands,  unless  protected  in  some  way 
Sometimes  the  fish  will  make  a  straight  dart 
upwards  at  great  speed,  then  slew  round,  and  dive 
with  lightning-like  rapidity,  perhaps  snapping  a 
hook  or  line  strong  enough  to  hold  a  shark  of 
lirge  size,  which,  by  the  bye,  among  the  Melane 
sians  is  called  "  Jack  of  the  Atolls.  ' 

At  times  these  great  takuo  are  seen  basking 
near  the  surface  of  the  lagoons  among  the  coral 
reefs,  and  are  speared  with  a  harpoon  with  a  line 
attached  to  it.  Tahno  are  rather  delicate  eating, 
even  Europeans  consider  them  palatable. 

There  are  plenty  of  sharks.  These  "  Jack  of 
the  Atolls"  swarm  near  the  reefs  and  in  the 
lagoons  of  Fiji.  Go  out  at  night,  light  a  cocoa, 
palm  leaf  torch,  and  look  over  the  side  of  the 
canoe.  At  a  few  fathoms'  depth  at  first  only  one 
or  two  may  be  seen  swimming  about;  in  ten 
minutes,  fifty;  and  all  hungry.  A  man  falling 
overboard  at  night  would  have  a  bad  time  ;  but 
in  the  day  time  the  natives  feel  no  fear  of  "  Jack,' 
although  at  night  a  young  shark  not  6ft.  long 
could  snap  off  the  ai-m  of  a  full-grown  man. 

At  varying  distances  from  Savu-Savu,  Viti- 
Levu,  Levuka,  and  the  other  250  islands  of  the 
Fijian  archipelago — of  which  about  seventy  are 
inhabited — are  patches  of  coral,  algae,  and  some- 
times white  sand,  lying  at  irregular  depths 
beneath  a  shallow  covering  of  the  most  crystalline 
emerald  green  water,  producing  every  shade  of 
aqua-marine,  mauve,  sienna,  and  orange,  marvel- 
lously blended,  the  shades  continually  altering 
with  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  which  at  high 
water  covers  the  reefs  to  the  depth  of  several 
feet ;  but  they  are  very  dangerous  to  sail  amongst, 
being  infested  by  sharks  of  large  size,  for  although 
the  canoes  are  built  with  an  outrigger  of  buoyant 
wood,  which  floats  on  the  leeward  side  as  an  equi- 
poise, and  is  fixed  to  the  canoe  by  bamboo  rods  5ft. 
longi  yet,  while  running  at  full  speed,  powerful 
wind  gusts  sometimes  strike  the  sail,  and  upset 
the  canoe  with  its  occupants. 

The  following  catastrophe  was  reported  in  a 
Levuka  Times  newspaper  of  1874  :  "  News  reaches 
us  of  a  sad  accident,  which  has  resulted  in  the 
death  of  upwards  of  twenty  people.  It  appears 
that  a  canoe  left  Loma-Loma  with  twenty-five 
natives  on  board,  bound  for  Tortoya.  They  were 
going  about,  when  a  sudden  squall  sent  the  sail 
against  the  mast,  capsizing  them.  The  unfortunate 
passengers  clung  to  the  canoe,  and  might  have 
esuaped  but  for  the  horrible  fact  that  the  capsize 
occurred  in  a  locality  infested  with  sharks. 
These  ravenous  monsters  seized  their  victims  one 
by  one,  devouring  twenty-three  of  the  twenty- 
five  unfortunates.  Of  the  two  who  escaped,  one, 
a  woman,  had  the  whole  of  the  flesh  stripped  off 
one  of  her  legs." 

Many  of  the  lagoons  among  the  coral  reefs  and 
atolls  abound  with  pearl-shell  oysters,  which  the 
natives  obtain  by  diving,  afterwards  selling  them 
to  traders,  who  export  these  iridescent  shells  for 
use  as  ornaments  and  decorative  inlaid  work. 

Gigantic  clams — Hippopus  maculatus — are  also 
dived  for,  and  many  a  native  by  missing  his  aim, 
and  plunging  his  hands  into  instead  of  beneath 
the  bivalve,  its  shell  h  (S  instantly  closed  and  held 
the  man  fast,  and  his  companions,  alarmed  at  his 
staying  so  long  under  water,  have  themselves 
dived,  but  only  to  recover  his  dead  body.  The 
hand  of  a  native  woman  is  sometimes  seized 
while  she  is  "groping"  for  crabs  among  the 
fissures  in  the  coral.  Fiji  crabs  grow  to  a  great 
size,  with  claws  so  powerful  that  the  woman,  unable 
to  loose  herself,  is  often  drowned  by  the  rising 
tide. 

Exquisite  tiny  fish  tenant  the  coral  reefs,  which 
would  be  beautifully  adaptedfor  marine  aquariums. 
Some  are  of  pale  blue,  dark  blue,  bright  green, 
some  striped  black  and  white,  and  others  golden 
bronze ;  yet  there  are  others  of  a  dangerous  kind 
frequently  met  with.  An  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
Shaw's,  when  slipping  her  hand  under  a  rock 
ledge,  had  it  seized  by  a  great  sea  eel  called  the 
dubea  that  lives  in  the  coral ;  it  darted  out,  and 
tried  to  swallow  her  little  finger,  which,  happily, 
was  not  quite  bitten  off,  but  it  bled  profusely,  and 
had  to  be  soaked  in  salt  and  brandy  for  fear  the 
bite  was  poisonous. 

In  one  of  C.  F.  Gordon  Cummings'  letters, 
dated  Good  Friday,  187fj,  Isle  of  Koro,  Fiji,*  is 
described  a  feast  given  at  the  marriage  of  Naga- 
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vindi,  daughter  of  King  Tanoa,  to  the  chief  of 
the  fisherman  tribe. 

Among  various  edibles  was  a  gigantic  dish, 
20ft.  in  circumference,  of  bananas  and  bread  fruit, 
baked  in  a  Fijian  oven,  which  is  simply  a  pit 
hollowed  in  the  ground,  and  lined  with  heated 
stones  and  plantain  leaves ;  the  mass  of  bananas 
and  bread  fruit  is  again  covered  with  a  thick 
layer  of  green  leaves  and  hot  stones  until  baked 

On  the  occasion  mentioned,  another  of  these 
dishes  was  10ft.  long  by  5ft.  wide,  on  which  were 
piled  turtles  and  pigs  roasted  whole.  There  was 
also  a  "  wall "  of  cooked  fish,  5ft.  in  height  and 
60ft.  long.  At  another  great  feast  nineteen 
gigantic  puddings  were  prepared,  the  largest 
being  respectively  19ft.  and  21ft.  in  circumfer- 
ence.  At  a  great  meeting  of  chiefs  at  Bau,  Viti 
Levu  Island,  Fiji,  in  January,  1880.  on  the  return 
of  Sir  Arthur  Gordon  fi-om  England,  the  menu 
of  the  feast  given  to  welcome  him,  included  104 
pigs,  and  a  large  shark  cooked  whole. 

Alfred  Jabdine. 


A  WHIT  MONDAY  QUARREL. 

Whit  Monday  on  the  Darenth  was  one  of  the 
very  worst  of  fishing  days — "  drizzle  all  the  morn 
ing,  with  showers  in  between,"  as  the  keeper 
called  it. 

I  had  gone  out  with  "  the  Baron,"  who  is  a 
really  fine  fisherman,  and  who,  alas  !  will  not 
play  the  strict  game,  a  matter  about  which  we 
have  had  troubles  before.  Once  in  particular, 
when  I  found  him  putting  a  worm  to  a  trout 
under  a  bush,  there  was  a  tremendous  row,  but 
that  is  another  story. 

We  only  found  two  rising  fish  all  the  morning, 
and  they  would  not  look  at  a  fly,  and  seemed  to 
be  taking  some  small  beast  that  was  not  big 
enough  to  see.  This  sickened  the  Baron.  He 
first  grew  restless,  and  then  put  on  an  Alder  (a 
fly  that  was  not  on  the  water),  and  proceeded 
to  fish  it  wet,  with  the  result  that  he  got  two  fish. 

Now,  I  pride  myself  on  playing  the  game, 
and,  there  being  no  rises,  I  did  not  even  cast; 
and  when  the  Baron  asked  me  to  admire  his 
fish  I  found  it  rather  hard  to  do,  as  any  dry- 
fly  fisher  will  understand,  and  I  half  made  up 
my  mind  that  I  would  not  go  fishing  with  the 
Baron  again. 

The  view  I  take  is,  that  modern  fly  fishing  is  a 
game  as  well  as  a  sport,  and  that  the  fisher  is  only 
supposed  to  get  his  fish  by  certain  methods.  For 
instance,  if  he  is  dry-fly  fishing  he  must  get  them 
by  pure  dry-fly  work,  and  not  with  sunk  Alders. 

No  doubt  the  old  idea  was  get  fish,  but,  with 
the  best  of  our  modern  anglers,  I  think  this  is  no 
longer  sufficient.  An  angler  once  said:  "If 
getting  fish  is  to  be  the  game,  I'll  use  a  net,"  an 
answer  that  clearly  shows  that  the  method  of 
getting  the  fish  is  the  qualification  that  gives  the 
true  value  to  the  bag. 

As  far  as  I  can  make  out,  the  Baron's  view  is 
that  getting  fish  is  the  chief  thing ;  he  won't  use 
a  worm  (if  any  one  is  looking),  but  if  you  open 
his  fly  box  you  will  generally  find  such  things  as 
March  Browns,  Alexandras,  and  big  Palmers. 
The  Baron  may  be  right,  I  don't  say  he  is  not ; 
all  I  say  is  I  won't  fish  with  him  again, 

I  tried  to  explain  to  him  that  we  had  started 
for  a  day's  dry-fly  fishing,  and  that  I  had  stuck 
to  it  and  he  had  not.  I  said  dry-fly  fishing 
was  fishing  with  a  dry  fly  for  some  particulai- 
rising  fish,  and  that  wet- fly  fishing  was  fishing  the 
water  where  the  fish  should  be.  I  admitted  that 
one  method  was  just  as  good  sport,  and  required 
just  as  much  knowledge,  as  the  other,  and  said  my 
only  point  was  that  wet  Alders  down  a  sharp  run 
on  a  dry-fly  stream  was  not  playing  the  game. 

But  it  was  no  use ;  the  Baron  either  could  not, 
or  would  not,  see.  He  only  laughed,  and  said  I 
was  jealous. 

I  don't  object  to  wet-fly  fishing — I  am  very  fond 
of  it — and  for  exercise  and  good  air  I  think  it  is 
a  better  sport  than  dry-fly  fishing.  But  what  am 
I  to  do  with  the  Baron  F  I  know  he  is  a  real 
good  fellow,  and  jet  he  will  not  play  the  game  as 
understood  by  Tramp. 


Miss  Cecilia  Waern  writes  in  the  June 
Scribner's  of  "  The  Modern  Group  of  Scandinavian 
Painters,"  giving  some  of  the  best  examples  of 
the  work  of  Zorn,  Laraaon,  and  others. 


POPULAR  LESSEES. 


In  these  days  when  poaching  is  so  rampant, 
when  ready  markets  and  railway  and  postal  facili- 
ties provide  an  easy  avenue  for  the  disposal  of  the 
spoil,  and  when  large  sums  are  paiid  for  sporting 
privileges,  it  is  not  only  a  wise  policy  on  the  part 
of  the  sportsman  to  welcome  the  vox  popuU  on  his 
side,  but  he  might  even  go  a  step  further  and  not 
only  encourage  it,  but  openly  court  it.  The  battle 
is  not  always  to  the  strong  nor  the  race  to  the 
swift;  and  no  army  of  watchers  and  keepers, 
however  faithful  and  numerous,  can  protect  the 
preserves  of  the  sporting  lessee  or  laird  in  a 
populous  or  other  glen  half  so  well  as  the  day 
labourers,  cotters,  farmers,  shepherds,  and  other 
natives  and  workers  on  the  spot,  if  they  are 
minded  to  do  so.  And  no  class  has  a  better 
chance  of  causing  endless  trouble  and  quiet  de- 
struction if  they  are  evil  disposed,  or  have  an 
unseen  grievance  to  redress  or  private  spite  to 
revenge.  Sportsmen  do  not,  as  a  rule,  trouble 
themselves  much  on  this  latter  head  until  the  evil 
has  reached  a  climax,  when,  if  they  are  not  pro- 
prietors, they  usually  shake  the  dust  off  their  feet 
as  a  testimony  against  that  place,  and  look  out 
for  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new;  whereas,  if 
they  have  profited  by  their  past  experiences,  they 
adopt  a  fresh  policy,  study  the  vox  populi  a  little, 
and  find  it  to  their  enhanced  pleasure  and  profit 
to  go  with  the  stream,  ever  to  make  a  friend,  and, 
if  possible,  never  a  foe. 

Two  very  striking  instances  of  the  popularity 
of  sporting  lessees  occurred  in  the  north  of  Scot- 
land last  week — one  in  Sutherlandshire  and  the 
other  in  Aberdeenshire — both  of  which  are  not 
only  worthy  of  passing  mention  as  acceptable 
compliments  paid  to  popular  sportsmen,  but  each 
has  its  respective  lessons  which  those  who  run 
may  read.  In  the  first  case  alluded  to  as  the 
outcome  of  being  on  the  winning  side  of  the 
vox  populi,  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  American 
millionaire,  was  welcomed  home  to  his  new  estate 
of  Skibbo  by  his  future  tenants,  and  the  demon- 
stration accorded  the  late  tenant  of  Cluny 
Castle,  and  latterly  Skibbo  itself,  was  no  servile 
display,  nor  mere  homage  to  the  golden  calf. 
But  we  have  naturally  less  regard  for  ''home- 
comings," "  house-warmings,"  "  majorities,"  and 
such  like  demonstrations,  because  they  are  the 
correct  thing,  and  so  regarded  in  the  highlands, 
when  there  is  a  proper  understanding  between  the 
laird  and  his  people;  and  however  much  Mr. 
Carnegie's  welcome  to  Skibbo  Castle  and 
estates  may  have  been  above  the  common  for- 
malities of  such  an  auspicious  occasion,  it  cannot 
"  hold  the  candle  "  to  the  second  instance  alluded 
to  as  having  occurred  in  a  quiet  and  remote  glen 
in  Aberdeenshire  last  week,  when  Mr.  Percy 
Heargreaves,  the  fishing  and  shooting  tenant  of 
the  demesne,  was  waited  upon  by  a  deputation  of 
the  parishioners  of  Glenbucket,  and  presented 
with  an  illuminated  address  "  as  a  tangible  ex- 
pression of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  universally 
held  in  the  district,"  "  every  householder  in  the 
parish,"  the  report  goes  on  to  say,  "  desiring  to 
contribute  and  being  allowed  to  do  so."  If  the 
silence  of  the  multitude  be  the  death  of  kings, 
surely  Mr.  Percy  Heargreaves  has  reason  to  feel 
justly  proud  that  the  humblest  in  a  remote 
mountain  glen,  widely  scattered  and  but  sparsely 
populated  at  the  best,  should  desire  to  join  the 
throng  in  sounding  his  praises  for  probably 
unthought  of  acts  of  kindness  on  his  part  towards 
them,  the  outcome  of  his  spontaneous  good  nature 
and  from  no  studied  desire. 

Mr.  Heargreaves  has  been  going  and  coming  to 
the  trout  angling  on  the  Don  and  Bucket  in  the 
spring  and  the  grouse  shooting  on  the  moors  of 
the  glen  during  the  past  seven  years,  and  with  a 
ready  smile  and  an  open  hand  he  has  scattered, 
quietly  and  unostentatiously,  his  gifts  and  kind 
words  around  him.  We  know  not  the  modus 
operandi  of  this  particular  case,  and  although  we 
know  the  country  well,  and  have  made  many  a 
jolly  basket  of  plump  half  and  quarter-pounders 
— mostly  the  latter  weights — from  the  Bucket  and 
its  sister  streams  the  Nochty  and  the  Kindy  too, 
yet  we  have  no  personal  experience  of  the  glen 
since  Mr.  Heargreaves'  advent,  nor  have  we  any 
further  details  than  are  given  in  the  address  and 
the  brief  report  of  the  attendant  proceedings, 
which  took  the  quiet  form  of  being  made  by 
deputation  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the 
gratified    recipient.     Had   it  been  permitted. 
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there  would  have  been  few  events  in  the  history 
of  Upper  Donside  more  worthy  of  remembrance. 
But  although  we  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
this  particular  case,  we  claim  to  have  some 
^owledge  of  the  people  in  districts  similarly 
situated,  and  of  the  powers  Mr.  Heargreaves  and 
his  class  have  at  their  disposal  for  good  or  evil 
towards  themselves. 

There  is  no  fears  of  Mr.  Carnegie's  young  deer 
being  snared  and  strangled.  There  is  little 
danger  of  his  salmon  pool — and  he  has  good  ones 
to  tSot — being  netted.  There  is  no  fears  of  Mr. 
Heargreaves'  nests  of  grouse  being  trampled 
upon  by  thoughtless  shepherds,  or  his  partridge 
eggs  ground  under  the  heel  of  the  irate  crofter. 
There  is  little  danger  of  his  fishing  hut  being 
ransacked  overnight,  his  streams  limed,  his  minnow 
trap  destroyed,  and  such  wanton  and  ruthless 
havoc  played  with  his  sporting  accessories  as  to 
practically  ruin  his  fishery  for  the  nonce,  and 
cause  a  world  of  worry,  anger,  and  trouble,  to  say 
nothing  of  attendant  expenses.  But  although 
they  are  not  common,  especially  in  the  north  of 
Scotland,  yet  we  know  of  outrages  much  more 
violent,  and  destruction  much  more  rampant — 
kennels  and  moors  poisoned.  Even  where  sport- 
ing lessees  have  made  themselves  obnoxious,  and 
so  ran  contra  to  the  voxpopuli.  These  annoyances 
will  be  absent  from  such  as  Mr.  Heargreaves  and 
Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie.  Every  crofter,  labourer, 
woodman  far  and  near,  vnU  take  a  pride  in 
watching.  Let  a  tramp  pass  through  the 
district  and  he  must  show  clean  hands. 
Let  a  suspicious  gang  of  poachers  stop  at  the 
inn  to  refresh,  and  Mary  will  be  sent  from  the 
kitchen  to  see  what  is  in  the  cart,  while  the  land- 
lord or  landlady,  or  both,  ply  the  thirsty  wayfarers 
(sic)  with  an  extra  drink — the  landlord's  dram ; 
and  if  anything  be  discovered  the  whole  gang  will 
there  and  then  be  "  held  up  "  till  the  head  keeper 
or  the  policeman  arrives.  The  only  decent 
captures  that  have  been  made  for  the  past  twenty 
years  that  we  have  personal  knowledge  of  on 
either  Donside,  Deeside,  or  Speyside,  have  been 
made  after  this  manner,  and  for  the  sake  of  such 
popular  lessees,  who,  we  are  thankful  to  say,  are 
by  no  means  uncommon,  nor  a  scarce  product 
after  a  few  years  residence  in  the  north.  The 
genuine  gentleman,  the  true  sportsman,  the  give- 
and-take  man  of  the  world  is  not  yet  defunct.  He 
remembers  the  farmer  who  loves  a  shot,  the  crofter 
who  has  nothing  to  shoot  with.  The  labourer 
who  spends  his  life  keeping  his  roads  metalled 
and  repaired  has  a  dish  of  trout  sent  him,  or  a 
brace  of  rabbits  thrown  from  the  machine  into 
his  cottage  door.  The  local  postmaster  is  thanked 
for  his  kindness,  while  the  butler  has  orders  to 
keep  a  bite  and  a  sup  for  all  whose  business  leads 
them  round  by  the  oack  door.  These  are  trifles, 
but  they  are  the  small  change  of  life  in  the  glen, 
and,  added  to  the  other  more  patent  duties  and 
heavier  calls,  are  the  best  protection  our  angling 
and  shooting  lessees  can  have  for  their  salmon  and 
trout  streams  and  grouse  moors.  The  hand  that 
giveth  is  twice  blessed.  G.  M. 


THE  OTTER  {LUTBA  VULGARIS). 


IS  HE  AN  ADVANTAGE  OR  DISAD- 
VANTAGE TO  OUR  RIVERS? 


As  the  years  roll  on  so  does  our  knowledge  of 
animal  life  gradually,  but  surely,  in  the  greater 
number  of  instances,  unfold  itself. 

There  is  plenty  of  truth  in  the  saying  "  Give  a 
dog  a  bad  name  and  hang  him,"  and  in  no 
creature  is  this  better  exemplified  than  in  the  one 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  these  few 
notes.  I  do  not  mind  admitting  that  in  the  early 
days  of  my  youth — which  time  I  date  from  my 
twenty-first  birthday — I  was  one  of  those  who 
would  have  shot,  trapped,  or  snared  any  otter 
whose  "  trail "  I  might  have  had  the  misfortune 
-—I  say  misfortune  advisedly — to  strike.  But  as 
I  have  further  advanced  in  my  learning  of  the 
habits  of  the  otter  by  having  resided  many  years 
m  a  county  in  which  they  were,  even  in  my  time, 
fairly  plentiful,  where  I  have  spent  many  hours 
ill  watcbing  them,  I  have  become  aware  I  was  as 
far  but  of  the  "  right  path"  as  the  north  pole  is 
from  the  south,  and  perhaps  a  bit  further. 

In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  considered  what  is 
the  otter's  favourite  food.   Some  will  say  im- 
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mediately,  "fish."  But  steady  a  bit.  Why  do 
you  say  "  fish  ? "  How  many  times  have  you 
seen  one  with  a  fish  in  its  mouth  P  The  chances 
are  not  once,  because,  comparatively  speaking, 
few  are  the  anglers  who  have  seen  an  otter  in  his 
wild  state.  Yet,  though  I  have  seen  many,  only 
once  have  I  seen  one  with  a  fish  in  that  position. 
What  has  carried  the  general  public  into  this 
belief  is  by  the  stories  they  have  read,  or,  perhaps, 
only  heard,  of  the  destruction  which  they  have 
occasioned  among  fish,  written  evidently  by  some 
poorly  informed  author.  Even  the  greater 
number  of  ancient  naturalists  have  added  their 
quota  to  this  erroneous  idea,  unless  they  included 
one  single  kind  in  the  whole  species.  Having 
made  these  statements,  it  will  be  necessary  I 
should  give  some  evidence  to  substantiate  my 
assertions.  Here  is  one.  Why  are  otters  often 
seen,  and,  if  not  seen,  "  spurred,"  far  up  a  ditch 
many  miles  from  a  main  river,  even  where  there 
are  no  fish  ?  Make  an  examination  of  the  gutter, 
and  presently  you  will  find  that  it  is  inhabited  by 
a  large  number  of  frogs.  It  is  a  tight  race 
between  the  French  and  the  otter  as  to  who  is  the 
most  fond  of  these  sarotiry  (?)  reptiles.  Now,  I 
do  not  say  they  visit  these  places  from  what  I 
have  been  told ;  but  many  are  the  otter  hunts  of 
which  I  have  been  a  "  follower,"  when  we  have 
followed  the  trail  of  an  otter  for  some  miles  up 
one  of  these  water  leaders,  which  eventually 
merely  led  to  a  marshy  spring  whose  only  living 
inhabitants  were  the  common  frog. 

I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  all  natura- 
lists agree  that  the  food  of  frogs  is  of  an  animal 
and  insect  character;  and  therefore  it  may  be 
assumed — without  any  wide  sti'etch  of  imagina- 
tion— that  they  do  not  objRct  to  a  good  breakfast, 
afternoon  tea,  or  dinner  off  fish  spawn  of  every 
sort  and  kind.  I  will  give  an  instance  of  an  otter 
I  once  met  which  had  been  "  frogging,"  even 
before  I  had  "  graduated  "  in  the  glorious  pastime 
of  otter  hunting. 

Some  years  ago  it  was  my  habit  to  walk,  about 
twice  a  week,  some  four  miles  to  fish  the  river 
Inny,  which  rises  in  Cornwall,  emptying  itself 
into  the  Tamar.  In  those  days  my  usual  starting 
hour  was  about  6  a.m. ;  and  one  morning,  as  I 
travelled  through  a  place  caUed  Worm  Wood — 
which  lies  on  the  Cornish  side  of  the  last- 
mentioned  river,  opposite  Endsleigh,  one  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  beautiful  country  seats — I  saw 
what  I  at  first  took  to  be  a  fox  making  his  way 
across  my  path.  As  I  was  some  two  miles  from 
the  river,  the  thought  of  an  otter  being  in  the 
neighbourhood  never  entered  my  head ;  yet  the 
strange  gait  of  the  animal  immediately  called  my 
attention,  and  in  a  second  I  knew  that  instead  of 
having  "  viewed  "  a  fox  I  had  "  gazed  "  an  otter. 
At  once  I  began  to  look  round  to  see  what  had 
brought  it  so  great  a  distance  from  the  water, 
and  "  running  heel "  on  what  I  thought  to  be 
about  his  line,  soon  came  to  a  swamp,  on  the  edge 
of  which  I  found  the  remains  of  some  frogs 
evidently  not  long  slaughtered. 

On  making  inquiry  of  one  of  his  Grace's 
keepers,  I  was  informed  that  to  find  otters  in  this 
locality  was  nothing  uncommon.  This  was  a 
proof  that  the  visit  was  not  an  accidental  event, 
and  will  show  one  advantage  of  the  otter,  if,  as  I 
consider,  it  is  most  probable  that  frogs  devour 
spawn.  In  dealing  with  the  next  item  of  their 
favourite  food,  I  must  admit  that  your  first  con- 
jecture was  not  entirely  wrong — that  of  "  fish" — 
yet  I  hardly  think  the  one  to  whom  I  am  about 
to  refer  was  that  which  occuiTcd  to  your  mind. 
This  is  one  for  which  they  undoubtedly,  above  all 
others,  have  a  great  relish ;  but  there  is  no  ques- 
tion that  it  is  the  greatest  poacher  of  salmon  and 
trout  spawn  which  inhabits  our  rivers.  This  is 
the  eel.  Watch  for  yourself  any  spawning  bed  of 
which  you  may  have  the  location,  and  you  will  see 
these  wriggling  brutes  as  busy  as  a  "  May  bee," 
working  in  and  out  among  the  stones,  now  and 
again  halting  on  their  way  while  they  suck  the 
spawn  from  off  them.  What  would  be  the  result 
if  there  was  nothing  to  keep  them  from  increasing 
in  unlimited  numbers  ?.  It  means  eventually  th-^ 
ruination  of  a  salmon  river  or  trout  stream  ;  and 
I  know  well  a  river  which  at  one  time  was  a 
"  bure  find  "  for  an  otter  hunt,  but  latterly  they 
have  become  very  scarce,  and  the  increase  of  eels 
fans  since  been  proportionably  enormous.  What 
will  be  the  ultimate  result  I  have  little  doubt.  I 
will  now  give  some  evidence  of  the  otter's 
preference  of  the  eel  before  other  fish.  One 
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evening,  sitting  on  a  high  bank  by  the  Tamar  with  a 
friend  who  had  just  come  from  London  to  spend 
his  holiday  with  me,  so  that  he  might  enjoy  some 
fishing,  suddenly  we  saw  a  great  commotion  in. 
the  pool  at  our  feet,  and  at  the  same  moment 
I  "gazed"  the  "pole"  of  an  otter  as  he  went  below. 

"  Hush,"  said  I,  as  my  friend  was  about  to 
shout,  "  let  us  watch  him."  And  as  soon  as  the 
waves  had  subsided,  which  they  took  much  leas 
time  to  do  than  if  a  dog  had  dived — the  otter 
gliding  so  gracefully  through  the  water — we  could 
see  him  walking  along  tlie  bottom,  grabbing  now 
and  then  at  an  eel  as  he  would  push  their  shelter 
on  one  side.  How  does  this  prove  his  attachment 
to  the  eel  rather  than  other  fish  ?  Why,  at  the  same 
time  he  was  eel  hunting,  certainly  no  less  than  half 
a  dozen  trout  might  have  been  his  easy  prey.  I  do 
not  intend  to  say  that  they  took  no  notice  of  his 
presence,  but  trout,  even  clever  as  they  are,  can- 
not see  behind  them,  and  not  until  the  otter  came 
almost  alongside  did  they  seem  to  know  of  his 
proximity,  and  then  of  course  they  did  not  stay. 
The  first  exclamation  my  friend  made  on  the 
otter's  seeking  "  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new  " 
was,  "  Well,  I  never  could  have  believed  that  he 
would  have  preferred  those  mudlarking,  slimy 
devils  to  a  beautiful  trout."  My  answer  was 
something  to  the  effect  that  you  should  "  never 
judge  by  appearance." 

These  are  arguments  of  course  on  behalf  of 
"my  friend"  the  otter,  and  the  other  side  lias 
been  ventilated  so  freely  that  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  enter  into  it  here.  I  could  say  a 
great  deal  more  on  the  subject,  but  as  I  believe 
this  is  the  first  time  such  a  theory — no  I  cannot 
call  it  a  "theory,"  because  my  evidence  is  too 
solid  for  that — let  me  say  such  "  observation  "  has 
been  promulgated.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  if  any 
one  else  has  seen  anything  of  the  same  kind,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
apologise  to  our  editor  for  any  space  that  may  be 
required  for  correspondence  on  such  an  important 
matter — should  any  arise. 

Before  concluding  I  will  give  you  a  short 
account  of  the  first  and  only  time  I  ever  saw  an 
otter  capture  a  trout. 

Once  upon  a  time  I  rented  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  the  Devon  side  of  the  Tamar  (there  is  still 
a  dispute  as  to  whether  the  Tamar  isn't  all 
Cornish),  and  when  I  was  fishing  one  evening, 
about  7  o'clock,  as  far  as  I  can  now  remember,  sud- 
denly I  saw  swimming  down  towards  me  what  I 
took  to  be  an  Irish  terrier,  as  all  that  I  could  see 
was  the  "  mask,"  the  rest  of  the  body  being  under 
water.  Immediately  I  looked  round  to  see  who 
had  invaded  my  preserve,  but  could  see  no  one.  At 
the  same  moment  the  animal,  who  was  now  passing 
in  front  saw  me,  and  uttering  a  quick  succession 
of  screeches,  dived.  My  eye  at  once  travelled  up 
the  river,  being  by  this  time  fully  aware  that  it 
was  an  otter,  and  there,  not  twenty  yards  higher 
up,  did  I  see  another,  who  at  the  moment  I 
"gazed  "  him  also  dived,  but  came  to  the  surface 
again  immediately  with  a  trout  in  his  mouth,  not 
holding  it  in  the  position  in  which  we  see  them 
generally"  stuffed,"  or,  more  technically  speaking, 
'■  set  up,"  that  is  with  the  belly  inwards,  but 
having  a  firm  grasp  of  the  fish's  shoulders  from 
the  back. 

This  is  a  matter  which  has  often  come  to  my 
attention,  that  of  placing  the  fish  in  the  otter's 
mouth  in  the  wrong  way,  but  this  is  the  first 
opportunity  I  have  had  of  mentioning  the  fact, 
or,  may  be,  I  might  have  saved  many  a  distressing 
picture. 

I  trust,  however,  these  few  words  will  help  to 
throw  some  further  light  on  the  habits  of  the 
otter,  and  as  those  I  have  put  forward  will  only 
show  too  plainly  that  they  do  more  good  than 
harm  by  the  partiality  they  exhibit  for  two 
notorious  destroyers  of  our  fish  in  their  origin,  we 
shall  in  future  hear  less  of  their  being  shot, 
trapped,  or  snared.  Pheasant  Tail. 


"The  Battle  of  the  Blockhouses"  is  the  pic- 
turesque title  of  an  article  in  the  J une  Scribner's 
which  describes  the  recent  fight  in  Manila,  tt  Id  by 
an  eye-witness  who  makes  the  strange  conci  ions 
of  tiiat  campaign  very  real  to  American  readers. 
It  brings  out  with  great  distinctness  the  bravery  of 
the  Western  volunteers,  men  who  are  of  the  same 
fighting  stock  as  the  Rough  Ridei-s.  It  is  said  that 
the  long  months  of  discipline  preceding  the  fight 
m  ade  these  vol  unteers  soldiers  equal  to  the  regulars . 
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KERRY  AND  ITS  FJORDS. 

KlLLABNEY  is  as  a  household  word,  and  a 
name  to  conjure  with,  and  yet  it  is  not  without  a 
rival  (and  that  even  "next  door")  possessing  a 
charm  all  its  own,  with  the  added  merit  of 
novelty. 

Until  ahout  thrpe  ypars  ago  the  splendid 
di.-tii  -t  iDdioatfd  was  virtually  inaccessiblf,  and 
althoui^h  anglers  are  not  wont  to  let  tim-^.  trouble, 
or  inconvenience  Har  their  way  to  a  choice  switn. 
yet  T  am  sure  thf^y  can  none  the  less  apprei-iH,t.e 
an  pfficient  train  nnd  c  )ach  service  and  comfort- 
aWe  Hod  reasonable  hotels,  sucK  a^  are  now 
provided  by  t'.ifl  entftrpri»e  of  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway. 

I  will  presume  my  readers  to  be  tnatingf  a  start 
from  Killarney,  and  point  out  a  few  charming 
resorts,  any  of  which  may  be  reached  by  mema 
of  the  "  Grand  Atlantic  Tour,"  which  I  will  very 
briefly  describe. 

Starting  northward  from  Killarney,  and  leaving 
behind  its  "soft  swelling  hills,  deep-eyed  lakes, 
and  dark  mountains,"  we  branch  off  from  the 
main  line  at  Farranfore,  and  passing  Castlemaine 
and  Milltown,  cross  the  beautiful  Laune  to  Kil- 
lorglin,  with  its  picturesque  Knights  Templars' 
Castle.  (From  this  point  is  a  seven  miles  grand 
drive  to  Glencar.  See  below.)  The  next  station 
is  Caragh,  at  the  north  end  of  Oaragh  Lake, 
where  the  new  Southern  Hotel,  nestling  amongst 
the  trees  on  the  lake  side,  forms  a  most  acceptable 
headquarters  for  a  day  or  two.  Here  there  is 
excellent  salmon  and  trout  fishing  (many  of  the 
latter  31b.),  and  also  in  the  Caragh,  Caraghbeg, 
Ougarriv,  and  Meelagh  rivers,  while  within 
easy  reach  are  lakes  Acoose,  Cloon,  Coom- 
lonkir,  Oulagh,  Loughnakirkna,  Corravoula,  and 
Nabrackdarrig,  "  all  of  which  would  gladden  the 
heart  of  old  Izaak."  The  Caragh,  says  "  Hi- 
Regan,"  is  the  earliest  white  trout  river  in  Kerry, 
and  a  few  charr  are  got  in  all  the  small  lakes. 

An  excursion  from  the  hotel  at  Caragh  to 
Blackstones  Bridge  by  car,  returning  by  boat 
through  the  lake,  is  one  of  great  beauty.  From 
the  road,  which  for  the  first  few  miles  runs 
along  the  heights  over  the  lake,  there  are  fine 
views  of  the  lake  itself;  while  toward  the  west 
is  the  Bay  of  Dingle,  its  placid  waters  glistening 
in  the  sunshine.  After  a  drive  of  about  six 
miles  the  road  joins  that  from  Killorglin,  about  a 
mile  from  Acoose  Lake,  and  then  descends, 
following  the  course  of  a  small  mountain  stream, 
which  noisily  brawls  along  its  rocky  bed,  and 
the  fishing  hamlet  of  Glencar  is  seen  in  the 
distance,  with  the  Glencar  Hotel  a  little  beyond 
it,  prettily  situated  on  rising  ground,  in  the 
midst  of  a  grove  of  fir  trees. 

The  inland  drive  from  Glencar  to  Parknasilla, 
about  twenty- five  miles,  by  way  of  the  magnificent 
Pass  of  Ballaghbeama,  with  the  grand  mountains 
towering  some  2000ft.  above,  is  unsurpassed  in 
the  country. 

Resuming  the  rail,  we  next  reach  the  watering- 
place  of  Glenbeigh,  in  the  close  vicinity  of  which 
is  the  grandly  forbidding  Lough  Coomasaharn, 
and  then  a  journey  of  surpassing  loveliness,  with 
the  Atlantic  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  towering 
Dingle  Mountains  on  the  other,  brings  us  to 
Mountain  Stage  and  Kells,  at  the  summit  of  the 
line.  Thence  we  rapidly  descend  to  Cahirciveen, 
where,  at  the  now  ruined  Carhen  House,  Daniel 
O'Connell  was  born.  Backed  by  the  grand 
Iveragh  Mountains,  with  the  blue  waters  of 
Dingle  Bay  at  our  feet,  the  situation  is  perfect, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  are  the  ruins  of  Bally- 
carbery  Abbey,  the  ecclesiastical  remains  on 
Begenish  and  Church  Islands,  and  a  number  of 
remarkable  caves,  all  easily  visited  from  Leslie's 
Hotel. 

The  rail  carries  us  on  a  little  further  to 
Valencia,  whence  we  should  ferry  across  to 
Valencia  Island,  the  headquarters  of  the  Anglo- 
American  Telegraph  Company.  Here  there  is 
magnificent  scenery  and  first-class  sea  fishing. 

The  "  tour  "  on  which  we  started  ends  its  first 
stage  at  Cahirciveen,  where  a  well-appointed 
coach  awaits  us,  and  carries  us  by  a  grand  inland 
drive  of  eleven  miles  to  beautifully  situated 
Waterville,  on  a  little  streak  of  land  which  seems 
to  protect  from  the  ocean's  embrace  the  lovely 
fresh-water  lake  of  Lough  Currane,  as  fishful  as 
the  Erne,  and  "  the  best  free  fishing  lake  in 
Ireland."  At  its  head  is  Coppal,  where  sea  trout 
and  small  brown  trout  abound.    While  at  Water- 


ville, my  readers  will  be  glad  to  know  that  "  full 
information  as  to  the  flies  suitable  for  the  lake 
and  the  places  best  to  troll  may  be  had  from  the 
best  known  angler  in  Kerry — Teigue  McCarthy. 
Like  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley's  friend.  Will  Wimble, 
he  can  tie  a  fly  'to  a  miracle,'  and  is  an 
enthusiastic  devotee  of  the  gentle  art.  Ask  any- 
one in  Killarney  or  Waterville  about  'Tim  Mac' 
and  they  will  tell  yon  where  to  find  him  or  of 
someone  who  knows  where  to  find  him." — The 
Sunrnj  Side  of  Ireland. 

Our  way  now  lies  by  the  shores  of  Ballinskelligs 


"  Parliamentary  party,"  which  has  just  been  tour- 
ing Ireland,  after  taking  a  thirty-six  mile  drive 
from  Glengarriff  to  Parknasilla,  say  that  it  "was 
a  delightful  experience,  and  everyone  was  charmed 
with  the  picturesque  scenery."  A  few  more  miles, 
all  too  short,  bring  us  to  Kenmare,  where  we  join 
the  train  to  take  us  back  to  Killarney. 

Of  course  I  hnve  but  touched  the  fringe  of  the 
beatifies  cf  the  district.  Fortuither  details  I  will 
refer  my  readers  to  '■  The  Sunny  Side  of  Ireland  " 
(A  Thom  and  C» .  Dublin)  and  "The  Lakes  and 
Fj  jrds  of  Kerry,"  tent  pest  fiee  by  the  Manager, 
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Cliffs  at  Valencia. 


Bay,  which  it  overhangs  in  parts  at  a  height  of 
some  hundreds  of  feet,  and  the  retrospective  as 
well  as  forward  view  is  very  grand.  Defiling 
through  a  gloomy  pass,  we  emerge  at  Derrynane, 
with  its  ruined  abbey,  and,  grandly  looming  out 
from  the  Atlantic,  are  the  giant  Skellig  rocks,  with 
their  vastly  interesting  ecclesiastical  ruins.  On- 
ward we  go  by  the  northern  side  of  Kenmare 
Fjord  to  the  beautiful  semi-tropical  Parknasilla, 
with  its  glorious  groves  and  romantic  islands  that 
transport  one,  as  it  were,  into  fairyland.  The 


[  tr.  Lawrence,  Dublin. 

Hotel  and  Coach,  Cahirciveen. 

G.S.  and  W.R.,  Dublin;  while  for  the  fullest  infor- 
mation as  to  angling  there  can  be  no  better 
authority  than  "How  and  Where  to  Fish  in 
Ireland,"  by  "  Hi-Regan "  (London  :  Sampson 
Low). 

As  a  concluding  word,  I  am  confident  that  no 
more  enjoyable  a  time  can  be  had  anywhere  in  the 
Three  Kingdoms,  whether  for  angling  or  mere 
holiday-making,  than  in  "  those  lovely  lands  that 
the  Gulf  Stream  crosses  the  Atlantic  to  kiss." 

F.  E.  LONGLEY. 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 


ON  COAT 


RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 

HOT  and  GOLD  WINDS, 

THORNS,  aKd  FISH-HOOKS. 


Proof .  ^ 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON, 
its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incontestable ;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and 
continuous  rain  without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  the  materials 
being  as  porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth,  so  that  it 
may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or  fine  weather  with  equal 
comfort.  Built  on  a  plan  that  obviates  the  possibility  of  any  tie,  and  is 
equally  good  over  any  thickness  of  clothing. 

GABARDINE  COMBINATION  (patent) 

OUTSIDE  GABAIiDIXJE,  IXSIDE  WOOL.    Both  Fabrics  WEATHERPROOF. 

Price   -  -  63s. 


URBERRY8. 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON, 


AND 


BASINGSTOKE.  spea^iisu 


EXOBrtS  *°  WEATHEEPEOOF  KIT. 

of  "Gabardine"  and  '-OrberJ!! 
PllfpnfpP9  Combines,  The  Eqal-Pede,  -' 
■  Burberry  Coats,  &c. 

for  Shooting.  Fishing,  Golfing, 
Polo,  Yachtinft.    Cycling  and 
Bacing  Garments.  J 


CURIOUS  Xm  B'TERESTING  TACT 


COXCKENIKG  AX 


ITCHEN  TROUT  and  the  MAY  FLY 


The  "  Fishing  Gazette,"  April  16,  1898. 

"  The  Major  canffht  a  trace  of  trout  and  sevpral  tronble- 
Bome  grayling  ;  tVe  largest  tront  was  about  l^ib.,  and  by 
thi<  tront  there  hangs  a  tale. 

"  When  I  was  fishing  in  the  same  meadow  last  June  I 
lest  many  a  trcnt  and  many  a  May  Fly ;  now  it  so  happens 
fia-.  in  the  gill  of  this  trout  was  found,  firmly  hooked,  a 
very  perfect  May  Fly — the  G.O.M. — with  6in._of  gut. 
He  has  worn  and  no  doubt  been  proud  of  this  cistinctive 
decoration  ever  eince.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very 
reDiarkable  thing  that  fly  and  hook  should  have  been  in 
thi  t  fish  for  more  than  nine  months,  and  now  as  perfect 
i.n  I  fresh  as  if  it  had  been  in  my  pocket-book  all  the  time ; 
1  he  gut  is  rather  rotten.  The  gold  tinsel  round  the  body 
is  an  liright  aa  ever  it  was,  one  wing  is  slightly  mangled, 
as  if  other  envious  trcut  had  tried  to  niblle  it.  I  fully 
believe  that  fly  is  mine,  that  I  lost  that  fish  on  that  par- 
ticular tpot  last  May  ;  the  only  doubt  I  have  about  it  is 
thitt  I  then  estimated  the  fieh  I  lost  as  at  least  IJlb., 


whereas  this  one,  after  nine  months'  growth,  now  weighs 
only  Ijlb. ;  on  the  other  hand,  you  know  how  much  larger 
are  always  the  &9h  you  lose  thaiv  those  yau  take  !  I  find 
there  are  other  claimants  for  thu  fly.  The  Professor,  who 


is  not  here  now,  has  certainly  a  claim.  I  can  only  Siy, 
'  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat,'  if  it  can  only  be  proved.  It 
is  distinctly  a  G.O.M.  of  Mrs.  Ogdea  Smith's  make." 

The  Amateue  Angles. 


The  "Fishing  Gazette,"  April  30,  1898. 
"  Here  is  a  picture  of  the  G.O.M.  May  Fly  imitition, 
aftsr  it  had  been  worn  in  the  gill  of  a  trout  for  about 
eleven  months,  as  described  by  me  in  the  Fishing  Gazetie 
of  April  IG.  Of  course  there  is  no  novelty  in  finding  a  fly 
in  a  trout's  mouth  ;  but  it  is  somewhat  of  a  novelty  to  ba 
able  to  identify  the  fly,  and  also  to  find  it  in  such  a  perfeet 
state  of  preservation  after  so  long  a  time  of  wear  and 
tear." — Amateur  Anglee. 


THE  "GLADSTONE"  MAY  FLIES, 

The  invention  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  were  the  meat 
successful  flies  used  last  season,  proving  more  kiliing  than 
any  other  pattern,  especially  on  the  Hampshire  streams. 
They  float  remarkably  well,  dry  very  quickly,  and  can  be 
had  in  twenty  varieties  of  shade,  both  in  the  body  and 
wings.  Price  43.  per  dozen.  To  be  obtained  only  at 
Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  P«-k  Comer,  S.W. ; 
and  .34,  St.  John's-hiU,  Clapham  JuncUon,  London,  S.W, 


MAY  FLIES 

4/-  per  doz. 


MAY  FLIES 

-^/-  per  doz. 


OGDEN  SMITH, 

6,  Park  Side, 


And  at  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  S.W. 
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AN  ARTIFICIAL  MAY  FLY  RISE. 

Most  of  us  have  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  a 
good  day  on  good  water  when  the  May  Fly  has 
been  in  evidence,  and  require  but  little  to  be 
said  on  the  pleasures  of  such  a  day.  About  the 
end  of  May  we  begin  to  furbish  up  our  tackle, 
and  get  our  pet  pattern  May  Flies  in  readiness, 
awaiting  the  welcome  wire  from  the  country.  On 
Tuesday  last,  May  23,  I  got  my  message  that 
"  The  fly  was  up,  and  would  be  all  right  by 
Saturday."  So  on  Saturday  morning  by  the  first 
streak  of  dawn  I  was  stirring,  and  caught  the  first 
train  down  to  my  fishing  water.  A  change  had, 
however,  come  over  the  weather  during  the 
preceding  day  or  two.  Instead  of  bright,  sunny 
days  and  warm  nights,  the  temperature  had  been 
low,  while  daily  a  keen  N  E.  wind  had  prevailed, 
turning  to  frost  at  night.  On  arrival  on  the 
banks  of  the  Kennet  my  friend  and  I  were 
informed  by  the  keeper  that  but  few  fly  had  been 
on  the  water.  The  morning  was  cold  and  windy, 
with  occasional  bursts  of  sunshine.  So  it  was 
with  feelings  of  disappointment  that  we  put  our 
rods  together.  No  fly  was  on  the  water  at 
9.30  a.m.,  though  here  and  there  under 
the  banks  one  could  discern  a  moving  fish, 
which  occasionally  bulged  at  something.  We 
started  trying  with  the  Olive  Dun,  but  nothing 
paid  any  attention  to  it,  so  I  changed  to 
a  small  yellow-winged  straw-bodied  May  Fly, 
and  on  putting  it  along  the  trail  of  some  weed 
close  to  the  bank,  at  once  rose  and  hooked  a  fish. 
After  a  fair  bit  of  sport,  I  netted  him  out — a  nice 
little  fish  of  li^lb.  in  weight.  His  niouth  and 
throat  were  full  of  May  Fly  larvae  and  water 
shrimps,  at  which,  no  doubt,  he  had  been  bulging. 
In  about  twenty  minutes  I  saw  another  rise,  and, 
putting  the  fly  over  it,  secured  a  smaller  fish, 
about  fib.,  which  was  speedily  returned  to  grow 
older  and  wiser.  In  the  meantime,  my  friend, 
seeing  that  my  May  Fly  was  killing  fish,  also 
mounted  one,  and  tried  along  a  sheltered  reach 
further  down  the  river,  out  of  the  piercing  wind. 
On  the  opposite  bank,  close  under  it,  he  noticed 
one  or  two  gentle  rises,  and  his  May  Fly,  first 
cast,  was  taken  by  one  of  the  Kennet  leviathans, 
a  fish  of  about  31b.  to  41b.  This  grand  fellow 
gave  him  plenty  to  do,  and,  finally,  as  he  was 
being  drawn,  quite  exhausted,  into  the  net,  he 
rolled  over,  the  hook  came  away,  and  he  slowly 
sank  down  into  the  depths.  Sic  transit!  Eheu  ! 
It  is  ever  thus.  Meantime  I  had  not  been 
idle.  Over  on  the  other  shore,  across  a 
shallow,  which  wanted  careful  navigation  in 
wading  stockings  in  order  to  avoid  an  overflow, 
close  under  an  overhanging  tree  a  gentle  rise  was 
seen.  The  stream  here  ran  very  swiftly,  and  the 
water  was  rather  broken ;  the  May  Fly,  when  cast 
above,  was  whisked  under  the  tree  at  railroad 
speed.  The  first  cast,  net  quite  near  enough  to 
the  bank,  resulted  in  nothing,  but  the  next  elicited 
a  splashy  rise.  After  resting  the  fish  for  a  few 
moments,  utilised  by  the  fisher  in  getting  more 
freeboard  for  his  waders,  as  a  suspicious  trickle 
had  been  felt,  another  cast  was  made  with  a  fresh 
fly.  Again  the  fish  rose,  and  upon  striking  off 
rushed  the  fish,  making  the  reel  screech.  How 
that  fish  ran,  here,  there,  and  everywhere,  while 
nothing  that  I  could  do  seemed  to  have  much 
effect  upon  him.  The  only  thing  was  to  pull  him 
down  stream,  which  was  promptly  done ;  still  he 
resisted,  and  every  time  a  little  line  was  got  in  off 
he  would  go  again.  When  he  was  got  to  the 
surface  the  reason  was  revealed,  as  the  fish  was 
seen  to  be  foul-hooked. 

As  much  strain  was  put  on  as  dared  be,  and  at 
last  the  net  was  got  under  him,  about  fifty  yards 
below  the  spot  at  which  he  was  hooked.  The 
difiiculty  of  struggling  ashore  through  water 
about  an  inch  below  the  top  of  one's  waders,  and 
then  travelling  through  a  squashy  reed  bed  for 
about  fifty  yards,  all  the  time  keeping  a  tight 
line  on  the  fish,  must  be  patent  to  all.  A  dozen 
times  I  thought  he  was  bound  to  get  away,  but 
there  he  was  at  last  in  the  net,  a  fish  of  only  Ivlb., 
foul-hooked  in  the  ventral  fin.  After  this  three 
small  ones  took  the  May  Fly,  and  were  returned, 
and  then  we  lunched.  While  at  lunch  the  first 
May  Fly  was  seen,  raising  delusive  hopes  that 
there  might  be  an  afternoon  rise;  hopes  which, 
alas  !  were  doomed  to  be  frustrated,  as  the  rising 
of  the  fly  seemed  the  signal  for  the  trout  to  leave 
off. 

All  the  afternoon  nothing  save  a  dace  or  two 


rewarded  our  efforts,  with  the  exception  of  one  fish 
under  the  opposite  bank,  which  came  spas- 
modically at  my  comrade's  May  Fly,  but  refused 
to  take  it  or  anything  else.  As  evening  came  the 
cold  increased,  and  all  fly  disappeared  from  the 
water.  Just  before  leaving  I  decided  to  put  up 
a  big  Red  Sedge  (floater  with  chenille  body),  and 
try  again  for  the  pertinacious  one.  He  lay  right 
in  a  little  eddy,  whei'e  as  soon  as  the  fly  touched 
the  water  it  was  at  once  dragged  down  by  that 
outside  stream.  By  casting  on  to  the  bank  and 
then  flicking  the  fly  off,  it  fell  with  a  morsel  of 
slack  line ;  at  once  Mr.  Trout  had  it,  and  I  had 
him — a  nice  fish  of  l^lb.  And  so  my  day  ended  : 
three  sizeable  trout  and  four  returned,  all  but  one 
on  the  May  Fly,  and  not  a  sign  of  a  rise.  What 
did  they  come  at  h  Was  it  memory  or  anticipa- 
tion ?  Were  they  looking  forward  to  the  rise  that 
is  coming  this  week,  and  which  will  be  nearly  over 
by  the  time  these  lines  are  in  print  P  Or  were 
they  remembering  Tuesday's  rise,  which  at  the 
time  was  too  novel  to  be  taken  advantage  of? 
Whichever  or  whatever  it  may  have  been,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  trout  were  eager  for  the  fly,  as  can 
be  easily  seen  from  the  fact  that  though  the  water 
swarms  with  dace,  only  three  were  taken  against 
ten  trout. 

One  thought  strikes  one  particularly,  namely, 
whether  it  is  always  the  wise  course  to  wait  for 
the  rise.  If  one  had  waited  on  Saturday,  the 
whole  day  would  have  been  wasted,  whereas  the 
fish  must  have  been  feeding  under  water  before 
ten  in  the  morning,  as  the  first  fish,  as  has  been 
said,  when  taken  at  that  hour  had  his  throat  full 
of  larva?.  It  will  be  noticed  that  for  Kennet 
trout  the  fish  run  small ;  but  this  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  frequently  the  old, 
big  trout  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  come  up 
to  the  May  Fly  till  it  is  fairly  plentiful,  and  then 
get  two  or  three  at  a  time.  However,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  with  a  few  days  of  warm  weather 
we  will  have  the  leviathans  all  agog,  and  hear 
some  of  the  astounding  anglers'  tales  of  great  fish 
lost  with  the  May  Fly.  To  all  who  have  the 
chance,  "  Tight  lines !  "  Nemo. 


FISHING  IN  INDIAN  WATERS. 

{Continued  from  page  366  ) 


Sketch  No.  4  shows  the  fish  I  refer  to.  They 
seldom  exceed  6in.  to  6iin.  in  length.  It  is,  I 
believe,  the  Atherina  forskalii  of  Day.  Great 
numbers  are  caught  in  nets  about  the  coasts  and 
bays,  but  they  are  not  as  a  rule  so  large,  seldom 
more  than  Sin.  to  SAin.  in  length,  and  are  always 
spoken  of  as  "  white  bait." 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  lay  down 
times  and  places  here  for  the  Port  Blair  fishing. 
The  place  is  naturally  such  a  harbour  of  refuge 
and  happy  hunting  ground  that  its  waters  seem 
always  to  teem  with  fish  life.  Any  time  will  do 
for  a  trial ;  but,  of  course,  as  I  have  said  before, 
the  best  times  are  when  the  sardines  are  about ; 
the  fish  are  then  more  in  evidence,  and  one  needs 
lose  no  time  in  looking  for  them.  Then,  as  I 
have  said,  the  jetty  or  pier  is  as  good  a  place  as 
any.  At  other  times  out  near  the  station  steamer 
buoy  used,  in  my  day  (now  some  years  ago),  to  be 
considered  a  very  good  place  indeed,  and  for 
"  harling  "  most  of  us  used  to  trail  about  a  bait 
whenever  we  went  anywhere,  just  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  on  the  off-chance  of  a  fish.  Again,  near 
the  wreck  of  the  sunken  Indian  Marine  steamer 
Enterprise,  which  was  blown  ashore  in  the  great 
cyclone  in  1891,  there  is  a  reef  which  used  to  be 
good  for  the  golden  caranx,  and  off  the,  rocks 
near  the  Post-office  was  a  favourite  resort  for 
catching  the  rock  and  coral  fish,  which  we  often 
wanted  for  bait  when  sardines  were  scarce  or 
unobtainable ;  but,  in  fact,  most  places  ai-e  good 
down  there,  and  one  need  not  bother  much  as  to 
where  to  go.  The  rule  used  to  be  to  go  out  and 
trust  to  luck. 

With  regard  to  bait,  far  away  the  best  bait  for 
any  or  all  of  these  predaceous  fish  is  the  sardine, 
so  called ;  and  you  may  vary  the  size  to  suit  the 
fish  you  are  after;  but  ordinarily  a  4oz.  biiit 
would  be  found  to  be  large  enough.  Often, 
however,  sardines  are  not  procurable,  and  then  you 
must  go  and  catch  your  bait  upon  the  rocks. 
As  in  Aden,  so  here  you  will  find  that  an  hour  or 
two's  angling  will  produce  the  most  curious  col- 
lection of  brilliantly-coloured,  but  rather  evil- 
smelling  rock  fish,  and  these  are  excellent  in  their 


way,  and  are  not  despised  by  the  larger  fish. 
Then  you  may  try  our  old  friend  "  sarcelle  "  at 
times  with  advantage,  or  even  make  a  weird  and 
curious  representation  of  a  flying  fish  with  cotton 
wool,  silver  or  tin  foil,  and  a  white  or  red  rag, 
and  drag  the  whole  skipping  along  on  the  top  of 
the  water.  This  is  best  done  when  sailing  along 
with  a  brisk  breeze,  and  lo !  your  counterfeit 
flying  fish  shall  be  taken  with  such  a  splash  and 
a  rush  that  shall  make  your  heart  flutter,  and 
after  a  grand  fight  you  will  find  that  you  have 
got  a  "  barracDuta."  Here,  again,  the  inventive- 
ness of  the  angler  will  have  full  scope,  and  many 
a  man  has  his  own  particular  artificial  lure,  which 
he  fondly  believes  is  better  than  any  other.  I 
had  a  very  good  arrangement  once.  A  deadly 
scheme  of  triangles,  something  like  a  Thames 
pike  flight,  and  from  each  hook  depended  a  strip 
of  cotton  tape,  cut  to  different  lengths,  and  they 
all  wobbled  and  waved  when  being  towed  in  a 
manner  that  fascinated  many  a  fish. 

For  the  smelt  nothing  is  so  good  as  the  soft 
tail  of  the  hermit  crab.  The  crab  itself  is  easily 
got.  They  swarm  on  the  beach,  and  if  joxi  will  only 
sit  still  you  will  see  the  old  shells  lying  on  the 
beach  begin  to  move  and  then  walk  about. 
Rather  embarassing  to  a  stranger  sometimes,  who 
begins  to  wonder  whether  he  is  seeing  right  or 
not,  but  a  little  investigation  soon  shows  him  the 
cause.  In  each  of  these  shells  a  crab  has  taken 
up  his  abode.  Tou  have  got  your  crab  now,  but 
the  question  is  how  to  remove  him.  Pull  him 
out  you  cannot,  while  if  you  break  the  shell  (in 
itself  not  a  very  easy  job)  you  generally  mash  up 
the  occupant.  I  give  you  a  tip  for  what  it  is 
worth.  Perchance  you  may  be  smoking ;  well,  if 
so,  take  the  shell  and  hold  it  quietly  for  a  minute 
or  so  with  the  back  or  closed  end  of  the  shell 
near  the  business  end  of  your  cheroot,  and  in  a 
short  time  the  hermit  will  begin  to  wonder  what 
is  up  with  his  hind  quarters,  and  as  the  heat 
increases  he  will  very  quickly  and  suddenly 
evacuate  his  fortress,  and  then  yon  have  him  at 
your  mercy. 

While  on  the  subject  of  hermit  crabs  and 
shells,  I  would  remark  that  anyone  with  a  taste 
for  conchology  would  here  be  in  his  element,  for 
he  could  gather  here,  with  very  little  trouble,  a 
wonderful  collection.  Some  of  the  reefs  here 
abound  with  beautifully-marked  tiger  cowries  and 
curious  and  spikey  specimens  of  all  sorts  and 
sizes  are  to  be  had.  I  say  of  all  sorts  and  sizes 
advisedly.  In  the  one  case,  I  know  a  rev.  gentle- 
man who  sorted  out  1500  complete  shells,  and,  for 
safety,  stowed  them  away  in  an  ordinary  small 
homoepathic  medicine  bottle;  while  down  in  the 
Nicobars,  in  a  quiet  bay,  on  a  shallow  reef  which 
is  very  nearly  dry  at  low  water,  I  know  of  the 
existence  of  a  huge  tridacno  or  clam,  each  half  of 
which  would  make  a  very  decent  bath  for  a  man, 
and  I,  moreover,  tried  one  day  for  hours,  with  a 
crowbar  and  six  men,  to  detach  him  from  the 
ledge  where  he  had  anchored  himself.  When  we 
commenced  operations  he  simply  shut  himself  up, 
tightened  his  hold  on  the  rocks,  and  utterly 
defeated  me.  I  have,  however,  at  different  times, 
obtained  some  very  decent  specimens  of  tridaene, 
and  at  one  time  possessed  a  set  of  dessert  dishes 
which  were  simply  the  half  shell.  All  the 
miscellaneous  marine  growth  which  was  on  them 
originally  had  been  allowed  to  dry  up  and  remain, 
and  as  dessert  dishes  they  were  certainly  unique. 
I  was  very  sorry  when,  through  no  fault  of  my 
own,  I  lost  them.  And  now  for  the  gear  required. 
I  have  on  one  or  two  occasions  before  fully 
described  the  class  of  rod,  reel,  line,  and  trace 
required  for  general  sea  fishing  out  here,  so  that 
I  will  not  long  detain  you.  What  I  have  said 
before  regarding  rods  and  reels  here  holds  good, 
but  in  the  case  of  Port  Blair  fishing,  there  is  one 
alteration  in  the  way  of  traces  that  is  imperative. 
In  Bombay  the  water  never  pretends  to  be  very 
clear ;  in  Aden,  though  it  is  much  clearer,  still, 
when  compared  to  the  absolutely  clear  and 
pellucid  waters  about  the  Andamans,  it  is  as 
"  muddy  tub  swipes  "  to  a  glass  of  Perrier  Jouet; 
hence  the  twisted  brass  traces  which  are  so 
suitable  in  the  two  first-named  places  are  entirely 
out  of  it  here.  Nothing  but  the  very  finest  gear 
will  do,  and  when  you  come  to  consider  the  class 
of  fish  you  are  likely  to  get,  you  will  understand 
that  ithas  been  no  easy  task  to  get  a  trace  that  shall 
be  sufficiently  invisible  and  yet  sufficiently  strong. 
Gut  is  of  no  use  at  all.  There  is  a  metal  worker 
out  here,  in  Delhi,  who  makes  a  perfectly  lovely 
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steel  ■wire.  Originallj  intended  for  the  strings 
for  some  native  musical  instrument,  it  was  taken 
up  by  some  keen  fishermen,  and  is  to  be  had 
occasionally,  but  only  in  limited  quantities.  Men 
who  use  this  use  it  triple,  as  it  is  less  likely  to 
kink.  I  only  once  managed  to  get  any ;  but  since 
then  I  have  used  a  very  decent  nice  wire,  supplied 
by  Robertson,  of  Bothwell-street,  Glasgow,  who, 
I  understand,  has  sent  out  several  lots  since  then 
to  the  Andamans,  direct  to  order.  I  don't  know 
the  gauge,  but  in  thickness  it  is  about  the  size  of 
linen  thread,  and  costs  3s.  a  pound.  I  have  found 
this  suitable  in  every  respect,  finely  tempered, 
and  put  up  in  large  coils.  When  a  piece  is  cut 
off  it  springs  out  quite  straight,  and  as  long  as  it 
is  kept  free  from  kinks  it  is  amply  strong  enough 
for  anything.  These  traces  must  be  well  mounted 
with  swivels,  blackened  or  bronzed,  to  suit  the 
colour  of  the  wire.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
disadvantages  of  using  these  traces  are  that  the 
action  of  the  salt  water  affects  the  steel  to  such 


water,  and  deliberately  swam  across  to  where  I 
was  fishing. 

I  cast  in  where  I  thought  he  might  possibly  be, 
and  at  the  second  attempt  had  a  very  modest 
offer.  To  this  I  struck,  and  he  then  at  once 
showed  himself.  He  began  by  making  a  series 
of  very  short  sharp  runs,  zig-zagging  backwards 
and  forwards,  and  at  the  end  of  each  rush  he 
made  a  series  of  magnificent  leaps  out  of  the 
water,  rising  some  3ft.  or  4ft.,  but  covering  cer- 
tainly some  10ft.  or  12ft.  in  each  leap.  Thus  he 
was  plainly  visible,  and  all  this  time  he  had  not 
got  more  than  from  25yds.  to  SOyds.  away.  The 
natives  called  it  a  "Dagole,"  but  from  what  I 
could  see  of  it  I  imagine  it  must  have  been  a 
Cybium  of  some  sort,  or,  perhaps,  Thynnus 
Pelamys.  Its  apparent  length  was,  roughly,  some 
6ft.,  and  I  do  not  think  I  am  over-stating  its 
weight  when  I  put  it  down  at  about  601b.  How- 
ever, after  carrying  out  these  tactics  for  some 
fifteen  minutes  or  so  the  fish  had  evidently  come 


tunity,  or,  perhaps,  even  the  wish  to  visit  these 
places,  but,  in  case  anyone  should  wish  to  go, 
I  would  point  out,  not  with  any  idea  of  damping 
their  ardour,  that  on  account  of  its  being  a  penal 
.settlement,  it  is  not  easy  to  obtain  permission  to 
stay  there,  unless  with  friends.  All  the  house 
accommodation  is  the  property  of  Government,  and 
no  more  is  provided  than  is  necessary  for  the 
requirements  of  the  settlement  officers,  and 
all  Europeans  there  resident  are  officials. 
In  fact,  it  is  a  pretty  close  preserve.  One  can,  of 
course,  visit  the  place  by  taking  a  passage  for  the 
round  voyage,  either  from  Madras  or  Calcutta; 
but,  in  doing  this,  though  one  sees  the  beauties 
of  the  islands,  one  gets  no  time  to  loaf  about, 
enjoy  the  place,  or  to  fish.  Once  the  steamer  has 
left,  it  is  entirely  cut  off  from  the  world.  There 
is  no  telegraphic  communication,  and  until  the 
steamer  again  comes  round  they  may  truly  be 
said  to  be  in,  but  not  of  the  world.  This  old 
world  state  of  affairs  constitutes  one  of  the  chief 


an  extent,  that  they  only  last  a  few  hours  ;  can 
certainly  not  be  used  a  second  time ;  in  fact,  I 
have  felt  them  roughened  and  pitted  after  a 
couple  of  hours'  immersion,  and  I  change  at  once 
as  soon  as  I  feel  this ;  and,  secondly,  if  perchance 
a  kink  should  occur,  they  part  with  the  first 
strain.  However,  as  one  gets  several  thousand 
feet  for  about  '>s.,  and  as  each  trace  is,  as  a  rule, 
not  more  than  6ft.  in  length,  it  is  not  ruinous  to 
discard  them  when  once  they  become  doubtful.  I 
had  a  very  sad  experience  with  one  lately.  Only 
the  other  day  I  went  out  fishing,  accompanied  by 
a  friend,  a  Mr.  J,,  and,  quite  contrary  to  my  usual 
routine  for  Bombay,  I  mounted  one  of  these  steel 
traces,  in  lieu  of  the  ordinaiy  twisted  brass  wire. 
Shortly  after  we  had  commenced  fishing,  Mr.  J. 
bad  a  sort  of  half  offer  from  a  very  large  fish, 
which  came  to  the  top  of  the  water  after  his  bait, 
but  stopped  short.  Immediately  after,  presumably, 
the  same  fish  made  a  rush,  and  took  one  of  a 
small  swarm  of  garfish  swimming  about,  and, 
having  taken  this,  again  came  to  the  top  of  the 


to  the  conclusion  that  that  neighbourhood  did 
not  suit  its  delicate  constitution,  for  it  turned 
tail,  and  proceeded  with  a  fearful  I'ush  to  go 
straight  out  to  sea.  Having  run  out  some  100yds. 
or  so,  he  again  threw  himself  straight  up  on  end 
out  of  the  water  anji,  made  a  further  run.  He 
had  got  away  180yds.  by  this  time,  when  he  made 
one  supreme  effort,  and  this  time,  while  in  the 
air,  the  line  came  back  to  me,  and  he  was  off  with 
a  5  0  hook,  4ft.  of  steel  wire  trace,  a  l\oz.  lead, 
and  three  swivels.  On  examining  the  remains  of 
the  trace  I  found  it  all  kinked  and  twisted  at  the 
point  of  fracture,  and  I  wonder  now  that  it  held 
out  so  long.  I  am  convinced  that,  somehow  or 
other,  in  one  of  his  leaps  he  got  a  twist  in  my 
trace,  probably  with  his  tail,  and  hence  the 
disaster.  I  live  in  hopes,  however,  that  I  may 
renew  my  acquaintance  with  my  friend  the  Dagole ; 
and  if  he  beats  me  next  time,  well,  then  I  will 
forswear  steel  and  revert  to  brass  wire. 

To  wind  up  with ;  It  is  not  very  likely  that 
many  of  your  readers  will  ever  have  an  oppor- 


charms  of  Port  Blaii*  and  the  Andamans  in  these 
days  of  rush  and  skurry  to  the  older  generation, 
though  the  younger  and  more  ardent  spirits  often 
find  that  time  hangs  heavy  on  their  hands. 

Feed.  Ord.  Gadsden". 


READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  tweuty-tbird  annual  report  from  the  comaiittee  of 
this  association  13  very  satisfactory.  Everything  pcssible 
is  done  to  improve  the  angling  between  Goring  and  Ship- 
lake  by  the  prevention  o£  illegal  practices,  adding  to  the 
stock  of  fish  in  the  river,  by  the  rcco7ery  of  "  stray  "  fiih 
from  ditches,  low  lying  pools,  backwaters,  by  every  means 
in  their  power ;  and  although  prosecutions  have  been  few 
and  far  between,  a  strict  watch  is  kept  over  the  whole 
district,  not  only  by  the  bailiffs  but  also  ty  several  mem- 
bers of  the  association  who  act  as  honorary  river  keepers, 
and  no  doubt  these  gent'emen  receive  the  best  thanks  of 
the  association.  Considerable  difficulty  has  been  expe- 
rienced in  procuriog  stock  fifh,  but  in  March  a  consignment 
of  Wycombe  trout  ("  spiwners  "  >,  measuring  from  12in. 
to  15in.  in  length,  wera  turned  in  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
liver,  and  4000  splendid  crayfish  were  distributed  at  suit- 
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aWe  fpots  ia  the  district,  the  generous  gift  of  Mr.  Henry 
Lewis.  These  creatures  are  excellent  scavengers,  and  are 
very  numerous  ia  the  Lea,  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Mimram,  at  Hertford.  Between  three  and  four 
dozen  good  carp  -  bream  were  also  very  acceptable, 
the  gift  of  Mr.  Frederick  Groves.  Excellent  results 
have  attended  the  netting  of  backwaters,  ditches,  &c., 
and  by  this  means  alone  no  fewer  than  l|cwt.  of  barbel 
(sixteen  of  them  weighing  over  51b.),  ten  trout  between 
|lb.  and  l|lb.  each,  100  ditto  up  to  Sin.,  about  2000  small 
perch  averaging  lin.  to  5in.,  many  good  roach  and  chub, 
fome  3cwt.  of  fry  of  various  sorts,  and  a  bushel  of  cray- 
fish ;_and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  these  additions  do 
not  include  the  netting  operations  after  the  floods.  A 
gentleman  residing  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  also 
turned  in  seven  dozen  of  Wycombe  trout  at  his  own 
charge.  Regular  inspection  of  the  river  by  the  hon. 
secretary  and  other  members  of  the  committee  proves 
the  Thames  to  be  wonderfully  well  stocked  with  tish  in 
this  district,  and  the  extreme  lowness  of  the  water  during 
the  summer  and  autumn  had  very  little  effect  on  piscine 
health,  very  few  unhealthy  fish  being  seen  between  Pang- 
bourne  and  Goring.  The  Patrick  stream  and  stretch  of 
the  Loddon,  under  the  joint  care  of  this  and  the  Henley- 
on-Thames  Society,  also  teem  with  all  sorts  of  fish.  Tha 
annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  the  association  were  held  on 
Feb  18,  Mr.  James  Simonds,  J. P.,  the  president,  in  the 
chair,  whilst  the  bailiffs,  lock-keepers,  and  ferrymen  ia  the 
district  had  their  yearly  dinner  (which,  as  usual,  they 
much  enjoyed)  on  April  29,  when  Mr.  A.  H.  Bull  filled 
the  chair,  supported  by  several  members  of  the  committee. 
Six  members  have  been  lost,  and  sixteen  new  members 
have  been  elected  during  the  year.  The  total  expenditure 
was  £65  43.  4d.,  there  being  a  balance  at  the  year's  end  of 
£12  33.  4d.,  and  anglers  wiU  do  weU  to  support  this 
excellent  association. 


REPORTS  FROM  MYERS,  LOCHS,  to, 

Iiower  Thames.— General  Eemarks.— Under  the 
old  rules  of  the  Thames  Fishery,  Thursday  last  would 
have  been  regarded  by  the  anglers  as  ' '  the  glorious  First  of 
June,  and  the  commencement  of  the  general  angling 
season,  but  has  been  wisely  extended  to  the  fifteenth  day 
of  June,  when  the  great  army  of  anglers  will  have  entire 
possession  of  the  river.  I  think,  after  the  precaution  that 
has  been  taken  by  the  T.A.P.8.  in  reference  to  the  safety 
of  the  spawn  and  other  fish,  the  future  will  be  a  bright 
one  in  regard  to  the  stock  of  fish  which  the  grand  old  river 
Btill  contaius,  and  emphasis  has  been  specially  laid  on  that 
of  the  perch,  which  has  been  reported  as  having  spawned 
more  plentifully  this  season,  and  it  is  one  of  the  best  of  the 
species  in  giving  good  sport  to  the  anglers,  and  in  my 
angling  days  an  especial  favourite  of  mine.  I  have  always 
been  anxious  at  this  time  of  the  year  to  say  a  few  words  to 
the  anglers  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  their  fishing 
tackle,  as,  from  experience,  I  have  found  repeated 
instances  where  good  fish  have  been  lost  through  the 
defective  character  of  the  lines,  and  left  to  stray  about, 
carrying  with  them  "  the  order  of  the  flight,"  as  my  old 
friend  Greville  F.  used  to  term  it,  amongst  their  finny 
neighbours.  There  was  one  instance,  at  Sunbury,  in  which 
a  fine  trout  had  run  out  about  oOyds.  of  line,  and  then  the 
line  being  weak  at  that  point,  gave  way  ;  and,  if  I  remember 
lightly,  was  afterwards  found  dead  with  the  tackle  in  it 
attached  to  the  line.  It  was  just  previous  to  the  time 
when  I  became  secretary,  but  when  I  was  a  member  of  the 
committee,  and  the  information  waa  given  to  me  by  my 
predecessor,  who  was  the  unfortunate  argler.  I  am  glad 
to  find  the  head  river  keeper,  William  Douglas,  has  been 
busily  employed  this  last  week  in  placarding  prominent 
portions  of  the  river  with  quotations  from  the  bye-laws 
as  to  illegal  offencss,  and  giving  the  sizes  and  seasons  of 
fish.  In  reference  to  the  society  itself,  I  hope  it  will  be 
more  liberally  supported. — B. 

(Shepperton). — George  Rosewell  continues  to 
pilot  his  clients  ia  the  capture  of  trout,  and  one  day 
enabled  Mr.  D.  Matthews  to  creel  his  first  Thames  trout, 
a  nice  fish  of  5Jlb.  ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  G.  W. 
Ellis,  one  good  one  of  CJlb.  This  excellent  fisherman 
further  reports :  "  The  fish  are  now  feeding  better  than 
they  have  been  all  the  season,  and  I  only  wish  anglers 
would  come  down  and  try  for  them." — B. 

 (Sunbnry)  —Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  ore  day, 

with  Major  Arthur  Terry,  landed  a  nice  trout  of  6|lb. ;  and 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Jenkynj,  one  of  ■ijlh.  The  trout 
are  now  well  on  the  move,  and  the  water  in  good  condition, 
and  anglers^  should  give  these  excellent  fishermen  the 
chance  of  piloting  them  amongst  the  fieh,  as  the  neigh- 
bourhtod  ot  Sunbury  has  long  been  noted  for  the  capture 
of  trout,  and  in  the  days  of  the  late  Mr.  Lukyer  and  Mr. 
H.  L.  Eolfe  holds  a  very  good  record. — B. 

Ancholme  District. — Brilliant  summer  weather  has 
brought  on  quite  a  host  of  fliea  which  were  previously 
slow  to  hatch.  Black  Gnats  are  on  in  myriads,  and  the 
ilawthom  is  just  appearing.  The  Alder  Fly  continues 
one  of  the  leaders.  Dotterel  Duns  are  coming  out  in  the 
evenings ;  that  with  yellow  body  is  the  most  numerous 
and  best.  Some  Apple  Greens  and  Soldier  Beetles  are 
also  taken  by  the  fish.  I  had  my  first  turn  on  Monday, 
in  connection  with  my  son  from  London.  We  took 
sixteen  very  nice  fish  between  twelve  and  four  o'clock,  but 
could  not  fish  the  evening  owing  to  an  engagement.  It 
was  very  bright,  and  the  tish  were  mostly  secured  in  ahady 
p'aoes. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Coruisli  Streams. — Fine,  dry  weather,  east  winds, 
and  capital  water  make  up  a  combination  of  circumctances 
wliich  leave  the  fisher  doubtful  between  a  good  basket  of 
trout  and  none  at  all.  Thie  has  been  the  state  of  affairs 
during  the  past  week.  In  some  cases,  aa,  for  instance,  cn 
the  shady,  sheltered  parts  of  the  Camel  and  the  Tamar, 


there  have  been  good  baskets;  and  in  others,  where  the 
river  is  exposed,  there  have  been  none  at  all.  Peal  have 
run  up,  but  few  seem  to  sport.  Trout  fishing,  taken  all 
round,  is  very  good. — Bodmin. 

Dareuth  (Horton  Eirby,  Famineliaiii,  &c.)  — 
With  the  warmer  weather  sport  has  improved,  and  the  dry- 
fly  roan  is  in  his  element  ores  more,  as  the  conditions  are 
now  such  as  to  render  any  other  mode  useless.  The  most 
killing  flies  are  the  Olive  Dun,  Red  Quill  Gnat,  Ginger 
Quill,  and  Blue  Dun.  I  had  fish  with  each  of  these 
yesterday  (Wednesday)  morning,  aud  the  Ginger  Quill 
was  ao  attractive  that  it  actually  took  a  lib.  fish  which  had 
just  been  following  and  refusing  a  natural  May  Fly, 
floating  down.  Perhaps  by  Saturday  this  latter  fly  may 
be  of  use,  as  the  fish  are  just  beginning  to  take  it.  My 
best  fish  (IJlb.)  took  the  Olive  Dun  with  gold  twist.  The 
finest  gut  is  now  efsential.  Water  in  fair  order. — J.  P.  T. 

Bart  (Totnes  and  District).— Exceptionally  large 
hauls  of  salmon  were  made  on  Monday,  the  net  at  Totnes 
weir  securing  no  less  than  thirty-four  at  one  haul  in  the 
morning,  their  total  being  forty,  and  two  peal.  I  hear  the 
nets  at  Stoke  Gabriel  caught  even  a  bigger  lot  the  same 
day.  Six,  however,  is  a  record  haul  for  the  Totnea  boats 
this  season.  Mr.  W.  H.  T.  Martin  has  killed  five  on  the 
mooihnd  waters;  Mr.  W.  W.  Symington,  two;  Mr. 
Holman,  two ;  and  the  Rev.  C.  Rickards,  of  Princstown, 
one ;  the  weights  running  up  to  12Ib.  The  first-named 
rod  had  a  struggle  with  a  game  fish,  which  took  him 
nearly  an  hour  to  land.  Fiah  on  the  moor  are  reported  in 
good  condition,  and  takes  of  trout  have  been  made  on  the 
Cherrybrook,  Blackabrook,  and  other  tributaries.  Mr. 
Densham  secured  twelve  brace,  and  other  rods  have  had 
smaller  loti,  hut  the  fish  are  "  off "  artificial  fliea.  Of  the 
Buckfastleigh  rods,  Mr.  H.  Wright  and  Mr.  R.  Rogers 
killed  several  dozen  between  them,  and  Mr.  Evana  has  had 
some  sport  at  Bnckland.  Salmon  and  truff  are  in  the 
pools  near  Staverton,  and  on  Tuesday  one  rod  creeled  a 
fair  lot  with  the  Black  Fly  and  maggot.  Messrs.  Revell, 
B.  Diatin,  Full,  and  Ackrell,  by  evening  fishing,  have  had 
small  creels,  but  the  fish  will  not  look  at  anything  but  the 
Black  Midge  or  Caterpillar,  the  latter  being  diflioult  to 
obtain.  Visiting  rods  seem  to  have  difficulty  in  getting 
any  decent  catches. — Devonian. 

Dee  (Cairog). — A  good  body  of  water  is  still  coming 
down,  but  the  bright  sun  makes  it  far  too  clear  for  success- 
ful day  fishing,  and  the  only  chance  one  has  is  after  Sol 
disappeaTs  behind  the  hills.  Last  week  the  river  was  in 
semi-flood,  and  a  lot  of  very  fine  fish  were  taken,  princi- 
pally with  minnow  and  Garden  Fly.  One  day.  Major 
Sparrow  had  four  good  (rout,  and  the  head  keeper, 
Williams,  told  me  he  was  infoimed  that  Mr.  Fream  had  a 
basket  of  eight  trout  that  averaged  lib.  each,  truly  a 
wonderful  catch  for  the  Dee,  if  authentic,  as  the  river 
bjing  a  rapid  flowing  one  with  atony  bottom,  the  fish  do 
not  run  large,  and,  indeed,  are  seldom  met  with  over  Jib., 
except  when  a  heavy  water  ij  on,  and  then  only  with  the 
lures  above  mentioned.  Mr.  Amos  Williams  had  nine  trout 
one  day  and  five  another,  many  of  them  alb.  and  |lb. 
Mr.  C.  Trubshaw,  of  Southport,  and  self,  both  staying  at 
the  Grouas  Hotel,  had  one  and  a  half  dozen  in  a  few  days, 
up  to  nearly  lib.  each.  Oa  Monday  of  this  week  we  had  a 
visit  for  the  day  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sparrow,  a  very 
enthusiastic  fisherman,  who  sought  to  repeat  his  record  of 
a  month  since,  when  in  a  few  hours  he  landed  nineteen 
fish,  weighinit  8Jlb.,  but  the  water  conditions  being  now 
altogether  different,  he  had  to  be  satisfied  with  three  fine 
trout,  which  he  caught  with  fly,  but  not,  however,  till 
late  in  the  evening. — An  Old  Dbe  Angler. 

Darwent  (Maltoa,  Yorks.).— We  have  had  a  very 
wet  time  of  it  lately,  and  the  river  in  flood  over  and  over 
again.  The  water  has  now  fined  down,  and  the  weather 
quite  summerish,  and  lota  of  flies  on  the  water. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  hot  weather  has  set  in, 
and  the  days  this  week  have  been  very  bright,  so  that  the 
bast  sport  has  been  with  evening  fishing.  Sport  with  trout 
generally  is  somewhat  quiet,  although  some  capital  baskets 
have  been  made  iii  the  Upper  Lyd  and  Tavy,  Cleave 
district.  In  the  Bridestowe  stream  there  are  some  fine 
trout,  which  are  said  to  be  much  larger  than  the  average 
Dartmoor  trout.  Several  recently  taken  measured  from 
12in.  to  14in.,  and  takes  have  run  up  to  a  couple  of  dozen. 
There  haa  been  talk  of  some  exceptionally  big  catches  of 
trout  in  the  northern  streams,  lots  including  IJ-pounders 
and  2-pounders.  If  these  reports  are  correct,  however, 
the  North  Devon  anglers  are  specially  favoured.  A  fish  of 
over  51b.  was  killed  in  the  leit  at  Tiverton  by  Mr.  0. 
Warner.  A  number  of  visitors  are  on  the  streams  jnsfc 
now,  and  among  the  friends  of  the  Hon.  Mark  Rolle  who 
have  been  fishing  his  Bicton  waters,  on  the  Otter,  was 
Lord  Mountcashell.  The  southern  streams  have  only 
afforded  fair  sport.  A  quantity  of  salmon  have  fallen  to 
the  nets  on  the  Dart  lately. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tribntaries.— The  Mays  are  not  yet  up. 
They  will  not  be  before  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  June, 
as  per  usual  in  Dove  Dale,  accoi  di  ig  to  all  appearances. 
Several  anglers  have  turned  up  tou  early  for  the  May  Fly 
season  already. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Dsk  (Whitby). — This  river  has  run  much  too  low  for 
salmon  fishing,  so  that  during  the  past  week  there  has  been 
very  little  doing;  before  we  have  anything  like  good  sport 
a  flood  will  be  needed  to  enable  some  more  fresh  run  fish 
to  get  up  the  stream.  The  catches  are  :  Mr.  Baker,  two 
salmon,  51b.  and  7Jlb. ;  Dr.  Dreaper,  one  of  5lb.  These 
were  all  landed  with  fly  in  the  association  waters.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  trying  trout  fishing  with  the  following 
results  :  Mr.  Rhodes,  six  brace  ;  Mr.  Marks,  five  and  a  half 
brace;  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Nicholson,  five  brace;  whilst 
sevsral  others  have  had  small  catches.— J.  JacksoN'. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).- Heavy  rain  fell  here 
throughout  Wednesday  last  week,  and  on  Thursday  the 
river  was  up  about  2f_t.,  and  much  discoloured.  Those 
who  are  not  above  using  the  common  garden  bait  made 
good  baskets,  but  for  ordinary  work  the  river  was  out  of 


ply  until  the  Saturday.  On  that  day  the  Rev.  Coleridge 
killed  a  brace  of  talmon  on  the  fly,  near  Bickleigh  ;  and 
anglers  on  the  Lower  and  Upper  Exe  Associations  had 
moderate  sport  among  the  trout,  flies  doing  best  being  the 
Blue  and  Olive  Duns,  Iron  Blue,  and  Blue  Upright. 
Sport  has  been  generally  retarded  by  the  easterly  winds, 
which  have  proved  veritable  "stayers"  with  us  this 
season. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Difctrict  (South  Lines,  and  Camba.). — 
At  last  we  seem  to  have  got  a  real  change  in  the  weather, 
Whitsuntide  finished  with  a  drenching,  but  the  bright 
sunshine  of  this  week  will  soon  make  a  great  alteration  ia 
the  habits  of  both  insects  and  fish.  Fly  fishing  prospects 
are  now  brighter,  and  the  May  Fly  should  be  coming  to 
the  front.    Other  flies  will  also  be  out  in  force. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Fly  fishermen  now 
seem  likely  to  have  an  opportunity.  Hitherto  none  but 
bottom  fishers  had  any  chance.  The  bright  sunshine  will 
make  all  the  difference.  Forest  foliage  is  very  backward. 
Oak  Apple  Day  is  passed  with  the  oaks  in  some  cases  tare 
of  leaves.  Odd  instances  of  the  May  Fly  have  been 
reported,  but  if  the  sunshine  lasts  they  will  be  out  in  force 
by  the  end  of  the  week.  Last  week  was  such  a  "  frost  " 
that  there  is  absolutely  nothing  to  report. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (N.  Wales).— At  last  there  has  been 
a  decided  improvement  in  the  weather,  and  the  cold  and 
wet  which  have  hung  over  the  country  for  so  long  have 
given  place  to  nice  bright  and  warm  weather,  and  the  fish- 
ing now  ia  sure  to  be  what  it  ought.  During  the  week  213 
fish  were  taken  out  of  the  lake,  the  total  weight  being 
1311b.  On  the  24th  ult.,  seventy-one  fish  scaled  411b.  9oz. 
Mr,  Crowther  made  the  beat  basket  with  twelve  fish, 
71b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Malpass  killed  eleven,  61b.  2oz. ;  Mr. 
Bradbury-Taylor,  eight,  41b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Davison,  nine, 
51b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Townshend,  eight,  41b.  fioz. ;  Mr.  Henty, 
seven,  41b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  Wright,  five,  21b.  lOoz  ;  Mr. 
J  lokson,  f our,  2lb.  8oz. ;  Col.  Doncaster,  three,  lib.  9oz, 
The  remaining  baskets  contained  two  each  or  under.  On 
the  25th,  sixty  fish,  weighed  351b.  14oz.  Mr.  Malpass's 
fourteen  fish  scaled  71b.  4oz.  Mr.  Townshend,  nine, 
61b.  2oz  ;  Capt.  Garnett,  seven,  31b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  Jackson, 
six,  31b.  9oz. ;  Col.  Doncaster,  five,  31b.  loz. ;  Messrs. 
Cadman  and  Scott,  five,  3lb.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Davison,  four, 
3lb.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Crowther,  three,  lib.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Wright, 
three,  2lb.  loz.  On  the  26th,  Capt,  Garnett  killed  five 
fish,  31b.  12oz  ;  Mr.  Malpasc,  five,  3lb.  13oz.  ;  Mr. 
Davison,  four,  2lb.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Townshend,  four,  3lb.  loz  ; 
and  Mr.  Crowther,  three,  21b.  4oz.  On  the  27th,  Mr, 
MalpaEs  killed  six  fish,  31b.  14dz  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  four, 
21b.  lloz.;  Mr.  Townshend,  two,  lib.  8oz. ;  and  Mr, 
Tickell,  two,  lib.  4oz.  On  the  29th,  Mr.  Townshend 
brought  home  fourteen  fish,  71b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Malpass, 
eight,  41b.  14oz.  The  other  baskets  were  small  ones.  On 
the  30th,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  seven,  41b.  7oz. ;  Mr. 
Townshend,  five,  31b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Melly,  five,  21b.  Soz. ;  and 
Rev.  Feathers,  three,  lib.  lOoz.  Sport  on  the  rivers  has 
been  fair,  the  best  basket  being  seventeen  fish.  The 
following  flies  are  now  on  the  water  :  Alder,  Hawthorn, 
and  Gnat. — Long  Drift  (May  31). 

Lea  and  Tribntaries,— The  delightful  weather  of 
the  last  few  days  should  result  in  greatly  improved  sport 
among  the  trout,  which  during  the  past  week  had  been 
kept  down  by  the  cold  winds  and  unseasonable  weather. 
The  best  times  for  trouting  now  should  be  tie  early  morn- 
ing and  between  6  pm.  and  9  p.m.,  and  I  cannot  recom- 
mend my  readers  better  places  to  fish  than  Hoddesdon 
(Dobb  s  Weir),  Rye  House,  St,  Margaret's,  Ware,  and 
Hertford.  There  are  plenty  of  good  fish  in  these  distiiots. 
Below  Hertford  Lock  a  very  big  trout  has  been  seen 
feeding ;  some  anglers  aver  that  it  goes  quite  121b.  The 
warm  weather  haa  brought  the  small  fry  to  the  surface, 
and  shoals  of  fine  roach  have  also  been  seen.  Dace  fishing 
opens  on  the  16th  inst.  There  has  been  little  sport  among 
the  trout  again,  and  I  can  hear  of  no  captures  worth 
recording.  Sport  has  also  been  quiet  on  the  Beane  and 
Rib,  but  prospects  are  promising  now.  The  Stort  tributary 
streams  should  yield  a  few  trout  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lnggr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are  running 
in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  now  changed 
beautiful  and  warm,  and  haa  greatly  improved  the 
prospects  of  angling,  and  there  has  been  a  good  few  rods 
out  this  week.  The  rain  greatly  improved  the  rivers,  and 
since  it  has  turned  warm  May  Fly  has  been  coming  on 
the  rivers,  but  the  fiah  have  not  been  taking  them  well, 
and  to-day  (Wednesday)  they  were  beginning  to  rise  at 
them,  and  there  should  be  good  sport  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  The  files  used  are  the  Alder,  Coch-y-bondhu, 
Yellow  Dun,  Spinners,  and  Iron  Blue,  and  a  few  nice  fish 
have  been  landed.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  good  at 
present.  The  Pinsley  ia  in  good  order,  and  sport  should 
be  good. — Gwinne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
The  state  of  rivers  is  all  that  could  be  wished ;  weather 
the  reverse  ;  each  night  a  frost,  which  chills  the  water  and 
retxrds  the  rise  of  insect.  The  May  Fly  is  coming  up  as 
anticipated — patchy.  A  pool  here  with  a  fair  collection, 
half  a  mile  and  not  one  to  be  seen.  The  last  two  days' 
sun  lias  been  very  hot;  wind  N.E.,  and  cold.  Prospects 
on  the  whole  can  scarcely  be  called  bright. — R,  T. 
Williams. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.- May  Fly  hatching 
slightly  on  the  Blythe  ;  weather  and  water  fine,  but  the 
latter  copious  enough  for  good  sport.  Alder  and  Hare's 
Ear  Dun  killed  good  bags,— F.  W.  Dale. 

Plymouth, — All  the  rivers  are  still  in  good  order- 
plenty  of  water,  and  not  too  clear.  The  Dart  has  taken 
the  cake  this  week  for  trout — three  baskets,  vi/,.,  eight 
dozen,  six  dozen,  four  dozen  and  eight  are  amongst  the 
number ;  and  one  gentleman  had  nineteen  fish,  none  under 
^Ib.  This  was  near  Dartmeet.  The  peal  are  still  running 
np,  and  the  estuary  is  pretty  full  of  them.  They  are  being 
caught  by  the  compass  nets,  and  also  by  the  drift  net  in 
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the  Sound.  A  nice  salmon  was  caught  on  the  Tavy, 
which  weighed  181b.;  it  waa  caught  on  a  fly, — William 
Heabder. 

Sossex  Biven  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 

weather  of  the  week  has  been  fine  and  summerlike,  but 
frost  has  again  visited  us,  playing  havoc  with  gardens. 
Dace  are  feeding  better  in  the  Ouse,  rising  well  to  Coach- 
man and  Wickham's  Fancy.  But  few  trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  main  river.  Some  fmall  fish  are  reported 
from  the  Buited  and  Sheffield  Park  district.  Bream  and 
carp  are  spawning  in  the  Horse  Shoe,  and  roach  are 
cleaning  themselves  in  the  shallows.  The  Bother  is  now 
in  good  order,  and  the  scenery  perfection.  With  two 
miles  of  fitbing,  and  the  water  well  stocked,  it  is  an 
angler's  paradise.  Trout  up  to  lib.  2ot,.  have  been  taken 
daring  the  week.  Pike  appear  numerous,  and  roach  are 
spawning,  and  all  augurs  well  for  the  openirg  next  month. 
Repairs  to  the  lock  gates  at  Chichester  Canal  has  neces- 
sitated letting  the  water  off  from  the  lower  reach  ;  but  as 
few  fish  have  been  seen  in  the  salt  water,  carp  and  bream 
have  evidently  mudded  or  are  in  the  few  pools  left. 
Harbour  fishing  has  not  been  prolific.  Flat  fish,  eels,  and 
a  few  baE8  have  been  taken.  With  warmer  weather  we 
are  looking  for  the  arrival  of  the  larger  bass,  when  a  day 
at  Pilsea  Piles  is  generally  remunerative. — George  F. 
Salter. 

T»w  (Noxtli  Devon). — The  rivers  were  perfection 
last  week,  and  the  various  streams  crowded.  A  worm 
fisherman,  who  has  made  it  his  trade,  is  doing  havcc, 
killing  as  many  as  100  big  and  small  trout,  especially  on 
Btrictly  preserved  watsrs.  On  the  Bray,  I  have  been  told, 
fifty  dozen  trout  were  taken  during  the  week.  At  the 
Fortescne  (Arms  Hotel,  South  Molton  Road,  a  gentleman 
tells  me  he  found  good  sport  and  accommodation  fishing 
the  Dcuble  waters.  Fishing  at  the  Chalk  water,  near 
Lynmouth,  a  trout  over  2|lb.  was  killed  this  week,  I  saw 
Eome  trout  over  Jib.  killed  in  the  Taw,  near  Barnstaple. 
Salmon  are  very  scarce,  one  only  being  taken  last  night 
(May  30)  by  the  scores  of  nets.  Wind  E. ;  water  fining 
down  fast. — Eusty  Game. 

Teme  (Iindlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  splendid  order  for 
fishing.  The  hea\-y  lainsof  last  week  left  a  stain  on  the 
water,  but  it  did  not  interfere  with  fishing,  and  the 
weather  having  turned  beautiful  and  fine,  and  real 
summer,  the  fish  have  begun  to  move  well  at  the  fly. 
There  has  been  a  gocd  number  of  real  flies  on  the  water, 
and  f  sh  have  taken  them  well.  A  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  have  used  Iron  Blue,  Yellow  Dun,  Alder, 
Coch-y-bondhu,  Hardy  Brown,  and  Spinners,  and  some 
fair  lots  of  fish  have  been  landed.  The  May  Fly  has 
begun  to  show  itself  this  week,  but  the  fish  have  not  been 
feeding  on  it  as  yet,  but  by  Saturday  they  maybe  exptc'red 
to  be  on  thickly,  and  the  fish  will  then  be  taking  them 
freely,  and  good  dishes  of  trout  will  be  landed.  Bottom 
fishing  with  worm  has  been  gocd,  and  some  fine  trout 
taken.  Minnow  has  been  tried  with  fair  success.  On 
Saturday  a  nice  dish  of  fish  were  landed  with  the  Iron 
Blue  and  Orl.  Fishing  on  Monday  with  fly  eight  nice 
trout  were  taken.  The  water  near  Ludford  was  fished  on 
Tuesday,  and  a  few  good  fish  taken.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clnn,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  in  gocd 
order,  and  May  Fly  is  coming  on  them,  and  good  sport 
will  be  had  in  them  this  wf  ek. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  changed  round  from  nasty  cold 
winds  to  warm  sunshine,  which  has  greatly  improved  tli9 
prospect  of  fishing.  The  late  rain  improved  the  river,  and 
the  fish  are  now  risiiig  well  at  the  fly.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  have  used  fly  and  bottom  baits  with 
tuccess.  May  Fly  has  now  begun  to  come  up,  but  the  fish 
are  not  taking  them  well  as  yet.  By  the  end  of  the  week 
May  Fly  fishing  should  be  good,  and  good  baskets  of  large 
fish  taken  in  this  part.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  now 
greatly  improved,  and  fi:hing  should  go  well  next  week. 
The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order. — 
Worcester. 

Usk  ( Abergf  ftvenny). — River  at  present  low  and  clear. 
The  wisdom  of  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  Board  of  Conservators 
in  baying  up  and  doing  away  with  the  stop  nets  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  river  is  being  manifested  by  the  large 
number  of  salmon  that  have  passed  up  during  the  past 
week,  Oa  Monday  Mr.  Powlett  killed  one,  141b.,  in  the 
Penyworlod  water,  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Evans  had  one  of 
181b.  at  the  Park.  Mr.  Attwood,  Glaslyn,  had  two  good 
fish  ;  Col.  Parkinson,  Sunny  Bank,  one,  81b. ;  Mrs.  Herbert, 
Clytha,  one,  181b.  The  prospects  of  salmon  fishing  are 
very  gool.— Ernle  Delafield. 

Wltham,  fto.  (Mid  -  Iiinoolnshire).  —  Warmer 
wfather  will  put  heart  into  the  angler.  Flies  are  more 
plentiful,  and  prospects  are  much  better  for  the  few  days 
of  snnsbice.  The  Alder  and  the  Hawthorn  Flies  are  out 
in  limited  lucobera,  and  so  are  some  of  the  Duns.  The 
Black  Gnat  is  also  to  be  seen,  and  so  is  the  March  Brown 
and  the  Cowdnng  Fly.  Another  fortnight  and  the  coarse 
fishers  will  have  a  chance  of  commencing  operations. 
Prospects,  as  reported,  have  a  rosy  aspect,  but  I  fear 
the  spawning  fish,  like  the  rest  of  things,  will  be  found 
late  in  season.  The  flashes  cn  the  drains  will  also  be 
against  the  hatching  and  the  young  fish.  It  is  expected 
that  there  will  he  competition  among  the  railway  com- 
panies fjr  the  patronage  of  the  visiting  angler  next  8ea33n. 
— Lrci. 

Wye  and  Dezwent  (Derbyahire).— The  above 
rivers  are  now  in  order  for  fly  fi.^hing  The  catches  during 
the  past  week  have  been  very  uncertain.  A  few  that  have 
fished  the  Wye  have  taken  some  nice  fish.  The  May  Fly 
ii  showing  itself  on  this  river,  and  it  is  thought  by 
Saturday  trout  will  be  taking  them.  The  Chatsworth, 
Hatbersage,  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  b3en 
fairly  well  patronised,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have 
t  een  landed ;  also  Rowsley  and  Darley  D<tle  reaches  of 


this  river.  Two  gentlemen  on  Monday,  on  this  portion 
of  the  Derwent,  obtained  several  nice  fish  ;  and  those  that 
have  fished  about  Matlock  Bridge,  both  on  free  and 
private  water,  have  landed  some  good  trout,  mostly  by 
using  ants'  eggs  for  bait.  The  Matlock  Dale  water  has 
produced  a  few  good  fish,  taken  with  minnow.  C.  H. 
Maule,  Esq.,  has  obtained  some  good  ones  fishing  from  a 
boat  at  Matlock  Bath,  one  SJ^lb.,  and  a  few  others  smaller. 
This  association's  water  below  Cromford  has  also  yielded 
a  few  nice  fish.  The  Green  Drake  is  now  showing  itself 
nicely,  and  the  hot  weather  we  are  now  having  should 
bring  it  up  properly  in  the  early  part  of  next  week ; 
therefore  the  prospect  is  encouraging  for  the  next  few 
days,  and  the  following  should  be  useful :  Green  Drake 
(ought  to  tike  first  place).  Yellow  Dun,  Ash  Dun, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Olive  Don,  Furnace  Fly,  Sand  Fly,  and 
Claret  Bumbles, — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  8sc,  (Torkshire).— 
It  is  marvellous  what  a  few  days  sunshine  can  do,  and 
since  the  weather  has  been  in  accordance  with  what 
should  prevail  during  the  last  days  of  May  and  beginning 
of  June,  the  face  of  the  country  presents  quite  a  different 
appearance  to  what  it  did  even  a  week  ago,  and  our  woods 
are  now  carpeted  in  brilliant  colours,  and  are  a  perfect 
picture  of  loveliness.  To-day  I  never  saw  the  banks  of 
the  Yore  more  beautiful  or  the  weather  more  perfect, 
although,  perhaps,  too  bright  from  an  angling  point  of 
view.  Nearly  all  the  trees  have  put  on  their  vernal 
clothes,  if  I  except  the  ash,  which  is  still  bare,  but  a  few 
more  days  will  alter  all  that ;  and  the  sunshine  and  hij;her 
temperature  has  already  hatched  out  the  May  Fly  and  the 
Stone  Fly,  but  the  latter  is  not  yet  on  in  any  quantity, 
and  it  will  be  the  beginning  of  next  week  before  it  will 
become  the  bait  par  excellence,  for  during  an  experience 
of  many  years  I  never  knew  the  trout  to  take  the 
Stone  Fly  voraciously  until  it  has  been  on  the  water 
for  a  few  days.  When  they  have  once  had  a  taste  they  go 
for  it  with  a  vengearce,  and  while  it  lasts  will  not  hive  any- 
thing else.  It  is  wonderful  how  quickly  our  rivers  run 
down ;  a  few  days  ago  they  were  high,  now  the  upper 
waters  are  low  and  clear,  and  careful  up-stream  fishing  is 
a  ^ine  qua  non,  and  if  the  present  brilliant  weather  con- 
tinues the  early  risers  will  stand  a  better  chance  of  killing 
fish  than  the  angler  who  is  content  enough  to  wait  until 
after  breakfast.  Sport  in  the  Yore  and  its  tributaries  was 
very  good  last  week-end,  and  some  fine  sport  was  had  up 
to  Saturday.  Since  then  fewer  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
sport  has  not  been  so  good ;  but  for  all  that  some  nice 
dishes  have  been  caught  up  the  Yore,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dove, 
&c.  I  looked  in  the  Cover  Bridge  Inn  to-day,  and  found 
the  house  fuU  of  sportsmen,  Mr.  Wilkinson's  pack  of 
otter  hounds  being  in  evidence.  They  had  a  blank  day  on 
Tuesday  up  the  Yore  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Askrigg,  up 
the  Bain,  and  round  Lake  Semerwater.  They  hunt  the 
Yore  from  Aysgarth  down  to  Cover  Bridge  to-morrow, 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  Middleham  on  Saturday,  as  I 
found  the  remains  of  a  large  chub  in  the  Bat  Islands  this 
afternoon,  and  on  Monday  saw  the  "  print  "  and  "foil  " 
of  an  otter  up  Gelpaol.  I  think  they  are  certain  to  have 
a  good  hunt,  I  send  you  by  same  post  some  male  and 
female  Stone  Flies,  mature  Creepers  (just  hatching  out), 
shells  of  the  Creeper,  &c. ,  I  gathered  in  the  Yore  to-day. 
You  will  find  some  alive  and  others  in  spirits,  I  hope  you 
will  receive  them  in  good  condition. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph.  —  Yorkshire.  —  All  our  rivers  are 
running  much  lower  in  the  upper  reaches.  The  Stone  Fly 
and  May  Fly  are  hatching  out  fast,  and  will  be  the  most 
killing  lure  to  use  as  long  as  it  lasts.  Weather  summer- 
like and  bright,  and  early  morning  or  late  evening  is  the 
best  time  to  fish  now, — John  E,  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- street,  Leeds, 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters,— May  24,Mr.  Kirkbride, 
on  Loch  Meaddie,  had  51b.  trout ;  Mr,  Day,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  had  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  Loch 
Badgallag,  had  fifty,  121b. ;  Masters  E.  and  A.  Straker,  on 
Loch  Naver,  had  one  salmon,  101b.,  one  grilse,  2^\h. 
25th,  Mr,  Straker,  on  Loch  Ellanaoh,  forty-three  trout, 
131b.  26th,  Mr.  Day,  on  Loch  Tarvie,  eight,  5Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  Loch  Hallam,  twenty-nine,  IGlb. 
27th,  Mr.  D.iy,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  8ib. ;  Mr.  Kirkbride,  on 
Loch  Meaddie,  91b.  29ch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  Loch 
Hallam ,  forty,  20Jlb,  ;  Mr.  Day,  on  Loch  Tarvie,  twelve, 
4 Jib,  30th,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Straker,  on  Loch  Badgallag, 
fifty-nine,  151b,  ;  Mr,  Kirkbride,  on  Loch  Hallam,  twenty- 
six,  lllb,  ;  Mr,  Day,  on  Loch  Break  Bui,  ten,  51b,— W,  D, 

Awe.— Fishing  from  Taynnilt  Hotel  on  May  23,  Mr. 
C,  J,  W,  Gardner  had  a  salmon,  151b,  On  the  2Gth,  Mr, 
McNiven  had  one  of  21lb,  On  the  29th,  Mr,  Harris  had 
one,  181b. ;  Mr,  Muir,  one  of  151b.  ;  Mr.  Scott,  one  15lb. 
Four  salmon  were  hooked  and  lost  during  last  week. 
River  in  good  order. — P.  Macdonald, 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.  — Bright  sunshine  once 
more  at  intervals  floods  the  hillsides  and  valleys  of  Eskdale 
and  Liddlesdale,  and  the  woods  and  dells  are  dressing  in 
lovely  green.  The  cuckoo  is  again  heard  on  the  slopes  of 
Whita  Hill,  and  the  flowering  heather  will  soon  wave  on 
the  tops  of  Warbla  and  Tinnia  Hills.  At  least,  so  says 
Provost  Tomson,  of  Langholm,  and  I  believe  the  douce 
and  worthy  provost.  The  recent  floods  have  encouraged  a 
run  of  sea  trout  from  the  Solway,  and  these  fiah  have 
ascended  far  up  the  river.  In  the  lower  reaches  sport  is 
not  good,  as  the  fish  are  making  for  the  upper  waters.  In 
the  Canonbie  water  some  fair  baskets  have  bsen  had,  and 
some  good  takes  were  made  in  the  Liddle  at  Penton  Linns. 
Daring  the  past  week  there  has  been  a  scarcity  of  salmon 
in  the  Solway  Firth.  Very  few  salmon  were  taken  in  the 
stake  nets,  and  only  an  odd  fish  was  caught  in  the  drift  or 
poke  nets,  whilst  the  ran  of  sea  trout  was  much  less  than 
that  of  the  previous  week.  Fishing  in  the  Langholm 
water,  Mr,  W.  Bell  had  one  sea  trout  j  and  Mr,  A. 


Mi;Millan  i-aught  one,  IJlb,  Mr,  .Jamas  Telford,  Lang, 
holm,  caughtasea  trout  weighing  IJlb,  near  the  c  i  jtillery. 
Yellow  trout  are  now  being  caught  in  the  Langholm  water 
in  copious  numbers,  and  in  splendid  condition,  Mr,  R, 
Graham  had  a  basket  of  141b.  of  beautiful  trout  in  the 
Reserved  water  above  Langholm,  Master  T.  Bortliwiek, 
Langholm,  had  five  yellow  trout,  including  a  beauty 
weighing  Ulb.,  near  Wauchope-foot,  which  is  in  the 
middle  of  the  town.  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne  and  others 
had  yellow  trout,  both  in  the  Esk  ani  Ewes, 
weighing  up  to  |lb.  In  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk, 
Dr.  Moon,  London,  had  a  sea  trout  in  the  Willow 
Pool  ;  Dr,  Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie,  secured 
a  fine  sea  trout,  weighing  21b,,  in  the  Hush  Pool,  c^ose  to 
Knotty  Holm,  Mr.  David  Calvert,  Canonbie,  killed  one 
in  Jock's  Pool.  Mr.  D.  Murray,  Rowanburn,  Lad  two 
sea  trout,  31b.  Mr.  Robert  Steel,  Canonbie,  had  two 
sea  trout  with  bait  in  the  Hush  Pool.  Mr,  W,  Byers, 
Thomywhats,  Canonbie,  landed  a  fine  sea  trout  below 
Gilnockie  Bridge,  Some  good  takes  have  been  made  in 
the  Byreburn-foot  water.  Mr.  T.  Davidson  had  two  sea 
trout  and  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Canonbie, 
caught  three  sea  trout;  while  others  have  been  fairly 
successful.  Mr,  Beattie,  Wigan,  had  a  basket  of  yellow 
trout  and  two  sea  trout  in  the  Canonbie  water;  Mr. 
Wm.  Law,  Canonbie,  had  a  sea  trout  in  the  mid  reaches  I 
and  a  visitor  had  a  sea  trout  in  Prior  Pool,  and 
one  in  the  Long  Pool.  Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches, 
Mr.  J,  Mnsgrove,  Longtown,  caught  two  sea  trout  over 
lib,  each.  Mr.  H.  Fester,  Longtown,  had  one,  weighing 
over  2lb.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Baden-Po^ell  had  one  weigh- 
ing fully  21b.  Mr.  Mason  caught  two  at  a  fishing,  and  Mr. 
Scott,  Longtown,  had  one  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water. 
Some  fair  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Liddle  with  both  sea 
trout  and  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Jas.  Graham,  Canonbie,  has 
had  five  sea  trout.  Mr.  H.  Law,  Rowanburn.  killed  two, 
IJlb.  each,  and  toane  yellow  trout.  Mr.  W.  Murray, 
Canonbie,  had  two  sea  trout  below  Penton.  Good  takes 
of  yellow  trout  have  been  made  in  the  upper  reaches,  and 
also  in  the  Hermitage.  The  waters  are  in  better  order  for 
the  fly  than  they  have  been  for  some  previous  weeks.— 
Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Otving 
to  drought  and  other  causes  sport  has  dwindled  away,  and 
so  have  sportsmen,  most  of  whom  have  now  left  for  tl  e 
south.  Although  several  rods,  bath  from  Balnagowan 
Arms  Hotel  and  from  Lodges,  have  been  out,  the  only  fish 
since  last  reported  was  a  nice  salmon,  caught  on  Tuesday 
this  week  by  Mr.  George  Ross,  BraelangweU,  on  Mr.  J.  A. 
Young's  rod.  On  Wednesday  there  were  indications  of 
approaching  rain, — B, 

Cassley,  Rosshall  (Snthe?land).— Mr,  A.  Ross, 
Leicester,  and  Capt.  MoTaggart,  of  Glenrossal,  have  been 
fishing  with  fair  sucaess,  Salmon  range  from  81b,  to  141b,, 
the  average  weight  for  each  being  close  on  llflb, — B, 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  becoming  very 
small  in  volume  and  clear,  so  that  anglers  have  had 
only  fair  sport.  Notwithstanding  the  cold  weather 
last  weak,  fair  baskets  of  trout  were  getting  in 
the  Huntly  and  several  other  districts.  In  the 
lower  waters  little  has  baen  done  of  late.  On  the 
Corniehaugh  section,  Mr.  S.  G.  Balfour  had,  last  week,  a 
salmon  of  5jlb. ;  and  Mr,  W,  H,  Goschen  a  grilse  of  4|lb., 
and  a  salmon  of  101b.  On  the  Netherdale  section,  Lord 
Ribblesdale  and  Mr.  Buxton,  M.P.,  have  had  fairly  good 
sport  in  trout  fishing,  and  they  killed  two  salmon,  one 
of  51b.  and  one  of  131b.  On  the  Edinglassie  section  of  the 
river,  on  the  26th  ult.,  the  keeper,  Mr.  George  Smith, 
had  a  salmon  of  lOjlb,  There  has  teen  a  falling  off 
this  week  in  the  net  salmon  fishing  in  the  Deveron  and 
district,  compared  with  the  previous  week.  Towards  the 
close  of  last  week  the  number  of  fish  taken  from  the  nets 
on  the  coast  was  very  small.  Grilse  continue  backward, 
and  only  a  few  have  as  yet  been  got  in  the  bag  nets,  and 
only  one  by  the  nets  on  the  river.  The  gri!se  are  healthy 
in  condition,  and  average  3Jlb.  Salmon  average  about 
101b.,  and  the  heaviest  a  little  over  20Ib.  For  the  first 
half  of  this  week  only  two  small  boxes  were  consigned  to 
the  market.  On  the  coast  of  Gardenstown  the  fishermen 
are  experiencing  similar  conditions — want  of  fish,  and 
although  the  weather  of  late  has  not  been  so  cold,  rain  i^ 
greatly  to  be  desired  for  both  river  and  sea. — H.  W. 

InohBadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  — May  13, 
Mr.  Wallace,  Loch  Awe,  thirteen  trout,  olb. ;  Mr. 
Wallace,  Loch  Gillaroo,  one  trout,  lib,  (dead  calm). 
May  23,  Messrs,  Bartholomew  and  Frost,  Loch  Awe, 
twenty-one  trout,  6$lb.  May  24,  Messrs.  Bartholomew 
and  Frost,  Inver,  six  trout,  5^1b.  May  25,  Messrs.  Bar- 
tholomew and  Frost.  Head  of  Assynt,  seven  trout,  Clb. 
May  26,  Messrs.  Bartholomew  and  Frost,  Head  of  Awe, 
twenty-two  trout,  7lb.  May  27,  Messrs.  Bartholomew 
and  Frcsi,  Inver,  seventeen  trout,  9^\b.  This  month  has 
teen  very  cold  and  unfavourable  for  fishing,  but  trout  in 
good  condition.  Weather  much  warmer  now.  Prospects 
good,— W,  Wallace. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).  — On 
Monday,  Mr.  Xeale  Thomson  caught  nineteen  trout ;  Mr. 
King,  eight  trout.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Neale  _  Thomson, 
twenty-six  trout ;  Mr.  Saton  Thomson,  nice  tront ; 
Messrs,  Yanum  had  a  fine  basket  of  forty-two  trout ;  and 
Mr,  F.  Roger,  six  trout,  weighing  41b. — H.  M. 

Loohleven  (Kinross),  —  Following  the  continnons 
cold  and  moist  weather  the  conditions  have  improved 
greatly  during  the  past  few  days.  The  sun  has  been 
shining  from  an  all  but  cloudless  sky,  and  the  loch,  which 
was  in  a  very  flooded  s"ate  last  week,  is  subsiding  rapidly, 
and  trout  are  again  feeding  freely  on  the  surface,  "There 
has  been  rather  much  light,  however,  for  good  sport, 
though  pretty  fair  baskets  have  been  made  with  fly- 
caught  fiah.  All  the  boats  have  been  again  out  daily.  The 
following  were  the  first  prize  winners  at  the  various  club 
competitions :  Mr,  J,  Buchanan,  Callander  Club,  seven 
trout,  41b,  8oz, ;  Mr.  J.  Kirkland,  Glasgow  Clydesdale 
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Club,  ten,  Clb.  Coz. ;  Mr.  G.  Hogft,  Glasgow  Wanderers 
Club,  six,  41b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Macleod,  Glasgow 
Bohemian  Club,  five,  31b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  Maconnell, 
Both  well  and  Blantyre  Club,  seven,  61b.  3oz.  ;  Mr. 
Stevenaon,  Bridge  of  Allan  Club,  nine,  61b.  14oz.  ; 
Mr.  Cochran,  Rowbank  Club,  eight,  51b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Allan, 
Glasgow  Western  Club,  sixteen,  81b.  3oz.  Of  private 
parties  the  following  w«re  the  most  successful :  Rev.  J.  C. 
Hood,  Kirkby  Fleetham,  had,  in  three  days,  sixty-three 
trout,  451b.  8oz.  Sir  George  Elliot  had  also  fairly  good 
sport  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  Manchester 
(three  days),  forty-two  trout,  311b.  4oz. ;  Judge  Short  and 
Mr.  Earl  Hodgson,  London,  ten,  91b. ;  Mr.  Mac  Kay, 
Edinburgh,  eighteen,  12ib. ;  Mr.  Russel,  Falkirk,  fourteen, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  James,  London,  Bixteen,  111b. ;  Mr.  J.  M. 
Koss,  Glasgow,  fifteen,  141b. ;  Mr.  Horsfield,  Leeds,  and 
Mr.  Adair,  Edinburgh,  twenty-six,  171b.  The  National 
competition  will  take  pla03  on  Wednesday  firtt  (June  7). — 
Robert  Laino. 

IiOChmaddy. — Fishing  from  Lochmaddy  Hotel,  on 
Strumore,  Messrs.  Buxton  and  Challinor,  eight  trout, 
4ilb.,  heaviest  lib.,  on  May  22,  On  same  loch,  Messrs. 
Buxton  and  Challinor,  twelve  sea  trout,  41b.,  heaviest 
l|lb.,  on  May  26.  On  Loch  Pormosat,  by  sime  party, 
thirty -four  sea  and  brown  trout,  ISJlb.,  heaviest  IJlb.  On 
Loch  Huna,  twelve  sea  and  brown  trout,  61b.,  heaviest  21b. 
— M.  MacC. 

Loch  NesB  (Foyers  Hotel),  N.B.— Fishing  Looh 
Mhor  on  Thursday  last,  25th  ult.,  Mr.  Burstal  had  a  nice 
basket  of  ten  trout,  weighing  81b. ;  and  Mr.  McKay, 
tight  trout,  4Jlb.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Burstal  again  had  five 
trout,  4Jlb.  On  Saturday,  Capt.  Elliot  and  Capt. 
Cowans  had  a  basket  of  twenty-seven  very  fine  trout, 
17Jlb;  Mr.  Shaw,  seventeen  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Burstal, 
hree  trout,  2Ib. ;  Mr.  Morgan  and  Capt.  Walsh,  fourteen 
t;rout,  111b.— 8.  Tilston. 
ITaver  (Betty hill,  via  Thurso,  17. B.).  —  Since 
'st  reported  the  river  was  for  a  time  in  bad  order,  tut 
matters  are  now  improving.  During  the  week  ending 
20th  ult.,  the  two  rods  from  Halvina  Lodge  landed  four 
salmon ;  the  two  Syre  Lodge  rods,  three  salmon  and  two 
grilse ;  and  the  two  Skelpiok  Lodge  rods,  three  salmon, 
one  of  thetn  a  beauty  of  231b.  During  the  past  week 
Eport  was  as  follows :  On  22ad,  Major  Bnrnell  Milnes, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  four  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1,  the  two 
weighing  loilb.  and  ISJlb.  On  23rd,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre 
Lodge,  caught  one  salmoa  on  Beat  No.  3  ;  and  Col.  Fryer, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  1.  On  24th,  Dr.  Turner,  Syre 
Lodge,  had  a  41b.  grilse  on  No.  4 ;  and  Major  Burnell 
Milnes,  one  of  41b.  on  No.  3.  On  25th,  Mr.  Gill  caught  a 
51b.  grilse,  besides  a  salmon  of  13Jlb.  on  No,  6  ;  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  salmon  on  No.  2.  On  26tb, 
Mr.  Gill  landed  a  salmon  on  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Smith,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  one  on  No.  2 ;  and  Mrs.  Smith  a  19-pounder  on 
No.  3.  On  27th,  Mr.  Gill  had  a  salmon  on  No.  2  ;  and 
Mr.  Smith,  one  on  No.  3.— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland, — A  great  improvement 
has  taken  place  in  the  weather  conditions  generally,  and  as 
a  result  sport  has  revived  considerably.  Fish  are  coming 
on  the  coast  more  freely,  and  the  falling  prices  indicate 
that  the  supplies  for  April  have  this  year  been  deferred  for 
June.  The  fact  is  that  owing  to  the  series  of  adverse  wicds, 
low  temperature,  and  other  unfavourable  conditions,  the 
fisb  which  are  usually  met  with  in  April  are  only  just 
beginning  to  put  in  an  appearance  with  the  advent  of 
June.  On  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water,  Braemar,  Mr.  A. 
Wybergh  creeled  one  of  81b. ,  one  of  71b, ,  and  two,  of  61b.  and 
6ilb. ;  Mr.  Thos.  Leadbetter  had  one  of  5ilb. ,  one  of  61b. ,  and 
gome  fine  baskets  of  trout ;  while  Capt.  Heartley  had  one  of 
■6Jlb.  On  the  Balmoral  waters,  Mr.  Mather  ereeled  one  of  81b. 
on  Saturday.  Other  members  of  Her  Majesty's  Court 
have  been  equally  successful.  On  the  Birhhill  section, 
Capt.  Lumsden  creeled  one  on  Monday,  9.b.  ;  and  Lundi 
(keeper),  two,  of  6lb.  and  81b.,  on  previous  occasions.  On 
the  Ballater  reaches  a  new  race  of  anglers  took  possession 
on  the  26th  ult  ,  when  Mr.  McGregor's  tenancy  came  to  an 
end.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  water,  Aboyne,  Dr.  Stephen- 
son creeled  two  fine  fish,  of  7ib.  and  101b.  ;  Mr.  Lewers, 
four,  of  61b.,  111b.,  51b.,  and  71b. ;  and  several  others,  one 
or  two  each  of  average  weights.  On  the  Dess  water, 
Harperhadtwo,  of  81b.  and  111b.  On  Kincardine  water,  Mrs. 
Pickering  creeled  one,  101b,,  and  Miss  Pickericg,  one,  71b. ; 
while  Mr.  James  G.  Orr,  of  Glasgow,  had  seven  fish, 
scaling  from  61b.  to  131b.  On  Carlogie  water,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Haslam  had  a  beauty  of  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Lewis  Haslam, 
another  of  81b. ;  both  to  the  fly.  On  the  Borrowstone 
Ecoticn,  Lord  Garrioch  creeled  three,  of  61b,,  CJlb.,  and 
7i\h. ;  and  Mr.  Beck,  two,  of  OJlb.  and  101b.  On  the 
Ballogie  water,  Capt.  Levett  Scrivener  had  two,  of  7Jlb. 
and  181b. ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Levett,  four,  of  71b.,  OJlb.,  101b., 
and  231b.  On  the  Commonty,  Mr.  Joseph  Petrie  had  a 
fine  fish  of  81b. ;  and  Ross,  giUie,  three,  of  61b.,  61b.,  and 
71b.  On  the  Sluie  wpter,  Charlie  GiU  creeled  one  of  121b, 
On  Woodend,  John  Mortimer  is  having  from  two  to  four 
and  five  daily  of  average  weights.  On  Saturday  he  had 
three,  of  81b.,  101b.,  and  121b.  On  the  Cairnton, 
Mr.  Farley  has  had  a  splendid  season  up  to  date. 
On  the  Kinneskie  section,  Mr.  A.  Gray  had  one 
of  121b.;  and  Mr.  J.  Berry,  one  of  81b.  last  week. 
This  section  in  now  open  to  weekly  ticket  holders  or  other- 
wise for  June  and  July.  On  the  Upper  Blackball  water, 
Mr.  D.  Smith  had  two  on  Saturday.  Accommodation  can 
be  had  at  Fonghside  Inn.  On  the  Durris  water,  Mr. 
Baird  and  party  have  run  up  a  total  of  about  eighty  for 
the  eeason.  On  the  Don  trouters  are  making  heavy 
baskets  to  the  fly.  Streams  all  big,  and  watdr  fine  and 
clear  of  weeds  as  yet.  On  the  Ythan  tidal  anglers  have 
baen  waiting  the  migration  of  the  smolts,  which  is  now 
about  over.  On  the  Deveron,  Smith,  keeper,  had  one  of 
(I'b.  Good  trouting  has  been  had  for  past  fortnight  on 
Ugie.-G.  M. 

Overscaigr  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.).— 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  weather  of  thie  season, 


angling  on  the  lochs  has  now  opened  under  favourable 
auspicM.  On  Friday  last  Dr.  and  Mrs,  Nesham,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  tried  Loch  Shin,  and  caught  one  dozen 
trout,  61b, ;  and  Mr.  J.  Mackay,  on  Loch  Griam,  eight 
trout,  41b.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ncs'aam, 
on  Loch  Griam,  had  two  and  a  quarter  dozen  trout 
aggregiting  111b.    Immediate  prospects  good. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.),  —  The  following  excellent 
sport  has  been  got  since  last  reported  :  On  22nd,  Sir  John 
D.  Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire,  had  to 
his  own  rod  four  salmon,  weighing  111b.,  121b.,  131b., 
and  171b.  On  23rd,  Mr.  H.  Ferguson-Davie  landed  two, 
of  101b.  and  lUb.  On  24th,  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie 
caught  a  10-pounder  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Ferguson-Davie,  one  of 
111b.  On  25th,  the  former  had  one  of  161b.,  and  the 
latter  a  12-pounder.  On  26i;h,  Sir  John  landed  two, 
weighing  lUb.  and  131b. ;  and  on  27th,  two,  of  IGlb.  and 
121b.  Totil  for  the  week,  fifteen  salmon,  aggregatiug 
2001b.,  an  average  of  exactly  13 Jib.  each. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — We  are  now  experiencing  fine 
sumujer  weather  in  this  district,  and  a  continuance  of  the 
mild  temperature  for  another  week  will  give  good  sport  to 
night  fishers.  The  run  of  sea  trout  from  the  Solway  has 
not  been  as  strong  as  that  recently  reported,  but  a  fine 
show  of  trout  is  certain  to  come  on  should  the  hot  weather 
last  for  a  fortnight.  The  trout  are  increasing  in  weight 
this  week,  and  although  the  average  is  slightly  under  2ib., 
many  fine  ones  have  been  taken  in  the  nets  of  double  that 
weight.  The  rivers  are  getting  low  again,  and  are  pretty 
clear  to-day.  The  bright  sunshine  is  against  extra  heivy 
baskets,  but  mild  summer  breezes  for  the  past  few 
days  have  helped  anglers  to  lure  some  good  fish  to 
the  fly.  A  number  of  rods  have  had  fair  sport  with  fine 
tackle  and  small  sized  Greenwell's  Glory.  Our  district 
weather  prophet  foretells  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  for 
Friday,  To-day  (Wednesday)  there  are  no  indications  of 
the  predicted  storm.  The  following  are  the  reports  frcm 
the  livers  of  this  wide  district :  The  Annan. — Sea  trout 
are  ascending  this  river  in  fair  numbers,  but  they  have 
not  begun  to  rest  in  the  lower  reaches  yet.  With  the 
waters  being  in  fine  order,  trout  are  running  on  the  upper- 
most reaches  of  the  river.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water, 
on  Friday,  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  killed  four  sea 
trout  with  fly,  and  several  others  have  been  taken  in  the 
same  portion  of  the  Annan.  Professor  Stansfield, 
Edinburgh,  killed,  with  fly,  a  basket  of  3Jlb.  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  waters  below  Moffit,  on  Saturday.  In 
Hoddom  Castle  water  a  number  of  sea  trout  have  been 
accounted  for  with  fly.  One  was  taken  in  the  Wamphray 
water  with  the  clear  water  worm.  A  number  of  rods 
have  had  moderate  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  all  the 
different  stretches.  One  rod  took  thirteen  yellow  trout 
below  the  Caul,  at  Annan  Bridge,  on  Satuiday,  with 
worm.  In  the  higher  reaches  some  fair  sport  among  burn 
trout  is  reported.  The  Nith. — This  river  has  b3en  in 
fair  ply.  Sea  trout  are  still  shy  in  rising  during  the  day- 
time, but  several  have  been  caught  with  the  night  fly.  A 
moderate  amount  of  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the 
middle  reaches.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion,  at 
Thornhill,  and  lower  down,  several  rods  had  fair 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  last  week.  The  Cluden  and 
Cairn  are  getting  too  low  for  day  fishing,  except  with 
very  small  fly.  The  worm  fished  in  the  clear  water  style  has 
given  fair  results.  There  are  no  notes  from  the  Sanquhar 
portion  this  week.  The  Galloway  Eivees. — Fishing  in 
the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  last  week,  Mr.  Gordon-Coutts 
killed  a  trout  of  IJlb. ;  Colonel  Alexis,  Firth  Head,  landed 
a  very  fine  sea  trout  of  2Jlb.  A  number  of  other  rods  had 
small  catches  of  yellow  trout.  Several  visitors  have  been 
out  on  the  lochs  of  the  district.  Dr.  Paterson,  Edinburgh, 
had  a  number  of  yellow  trout  on  Lochinvar  Loch.  Mr.  Sauer 
and  two  friends  fished  the  same  loch,  and  caught  upwards  of 
twenty.  A  good  number  of  visitors  are  in  the  district  fish- 
ing the  streams  and  lochs.  Mr.  Bruce,  Old  Garroch, 
killed  nine  trout,  weighing  31b,,  on  Loch  Harrow.  Mr. 
John  Walls  caught  two  dozen  trcut  on  the  river  Ken.  The 
trout  ran  from  Jib.  to  |lb.  each.  Two  rods,  fishing  with 
worm  on  the  Denoh,  had  three  dozer,  weighing  141b.  Mr. 
Walls  killed  a  clean  run  spring  salmon  of  7ro.  on 
the  Deuch ;  and  on  Wednesday  of  last  week  Mr.  J. 
Martin  was  successful  ia  killing  two  spring  salmon, 
scaling  61b.  each.  These  were  taken  ia  the  Ken 
river  above  Allangibbon.  Loch  Ken,  below  New  Galloway, 
has  not,  so  far,  afforded  much  sport  to  the  rods. 
Not  much  has  been  done  on  the  Gatehouse  Fleet  or  the 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee.  Ayeshiee  Lochs  and 
Rivers. — With  the  prevailing  fine  weather  the  prospects 
of  sport  on  the  lochs  are  improving.  Several  rods  have 
been  out  on  Loch  Doon.  Mr.  Graham,  of  Manchester, 
out  in  the  Bglinton  Hotel  boat,  killed  eighteen  trout  on 
Loch  Doon  on  Thursday ;  and  on  Saturday  the  same 
angler  had  twenty-four,  all  with  fly.  May  is  generally  the 
best  month  for  this  kch,  but  the  weather  was  far  too 
bleak  and  cold.  June_  is  expected  to  give  good  sport  on 
this  free  loch.  The  rivers  of  Ayrshire  are  not  affording 
much  sport  this  week,  but  some  fair  baskets  were 
had  during  the  floods  on  the  Stinchar,  the  Garnoch, 
and  some  of  the  other  waters  about  KUbirnie.  In 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Clyde,  Mr.  J.  Jackson,  fly 
dresser,  Dumfries,  killed  a  basket  of  131b.  of  yellow  trout 
the  other  day. — Heathkebell. 

Spey. — Angling  conditions,  although  improved  mean- 
time, would  be  much  enhanced  with  a  rainfall,  as  river  is 
again  becoming  low.  From  tha  Knockando  House  water, 
on  Monday,  Mr.  Shand,  fisherman,  landed  a  salmon  of 
161b.,  and  on  Thursday,  one  of  121b. ;  while,  on  the  Laggan 
water.  Col.  Grant  killed  one  of  71b.  on  Monday.  On  the 
Carron  House  water.  Sir  Ford  North  killed  one  of  71b.  on 
Thursday ;  and  from  the  Aberlour  water,  on  Friday, 
Major  Ashby  had  one  of  14Jlb. — J.  M. 

Stromness  (Ua son's  Arms  Hotel).— From  the 
Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness,  Orkney,  Mr.  Putman 
fished  the  Loch  of  Stenness,    May  23,  had  six  trout, 


01b.,  heaviest  IJlb. ;  on  the  29th,  hid  six  trout,  7ib., 
heaviest  21b. — J.  M.  ' 

Tay.— The  Tay  is  still  in  good  ply,  but  getting  a  little 
low.  The  weather  ia  now  much  warmer,  and  more 
suitable  for  fishing.  Out  from  Stanley  Hotel,  on  the  26ch 
ult.,  Mr.  Hoyt  and  Mr.  G.  Hoyt,  New  York,  had  two 
sa/lnion,  of  191b.  and  171b.  Several  baskets  of  good  trout 
have  been  taken  on  the  Stanley  Hotel  water.  Fishing  on 
Cloichfoldich  water,  on  25th  ult.,  Mr.  McPherson  had 
twelve  trout,  8 Jib. ;  and  on  27th  ult.,  a  salmon  of  111b. 
Mr.  Dow,  fishing  the  Free  water  at  Perth,  had  6ilb.  trout 
on  Saturday. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams,— 
All  the  rivers  in  the  Border  district  have  been  running 
fair  good  volume  during  the  past  week,  although  they  are 
now  getting  very  low  and  clear,  owing  to  the  genial, 
summerlike  weather  we  have  had  since  the  end  of  last 
week.  Fly  fishers  are,  therefore,  now  in  their  element, 
and  many  of  the  disciplea  of  the  g«ntle  art  have  been  out 
on  all  the  streams  around  Kelso  district.  Varied  results 
have,  as  a  natural  consequence,  been  the  outcome  of  their 
endeavours  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  takes  have  been  very  fair 
with  fly,  while  not  a  few  dishes  have  also  been  killed  with 
the  worm — clear  water  worm  fishing.  I  may  here  state— 
and  I  do  it  with  great  regret — that  one  of  the  cleverest 
and  most  expert  of  our  clear  water  worm  and  minnow 
anglers  (Mr.  John  Thompson)  head  of  the  fishing  tackle 
and  rod  making  establishment  of  Redpath  and  Co.,  Kelso, 
died  somewhat  suddenly  while  away  on  a  business  journey 
to  Edinburgh.  His  death  taok  place  this  (Wednesday) 
morning.  For  many  years  he  was  the  chosen  representa- 
tive of  the  Kelso  Angling  Association  to  the  championship 
competition  on  Loch  Leven,  and  was  this  year  again 
unanimously  reappointed  to  fill  that  position.  Of  those 
who  have  been  most  successful  in  getting  baskets  of  trout 
since  my  last  notes  are  the  following  :  Mr.  George  Robson, 
51b. ;  Mr.  J.  Robertson,  81b. ;  Mr.  Robert  Robertson, 
6lb. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Shiell,  6ilb.  ;  Mr.  Thos.  Cairns,  4|lb.  ; 
Mr.  Charles  Farquharson,  51b.,  61b.,  6ilb.,  and  81b.  (all 
with  fly) ;  Mr.  George  Lees,  jun.,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Adam 
Denholm,  a  similar  weight;  Mr.  J.  Hardy,  4Jlb. and71b. ; 
and  Mr.  B.  Bond,  5Jlb.  and  G^lh.  All  these  baskets  were 
got  on  the  Tweed.  A  few  takes  were  killed  on  the  Teviot 
ranging  from  21b.  up  to  51b.  The  trout  are  now  getting 
into  splendid  condition,  owing  to  being  able  to  enjoy  their 
natural  food— the  fly.  So  far  as  salmon  angling  is  con- 
cerned there  is  little  to  report  about.  I  believe  that  last 
week  Capt.  Key  had  a  nice  fish,  and  on  one  of  the  lower 
waters  I  am  informed  that  Major  Hunter,  Anton's  Hill, 
had  three  fish  on  one  day  to  his  own  rod,  all  fresh  run  fish, 
and  of  good  weight.  On  the  Whitadder  and  other  streams 
sport  has  been  fair. — Maxwhekl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Imperial  and  Bioyal  Hotels  Private 
Waters,  and  Gortnorabbey  Hotel,  Lough  Conn). 

— At  last  we  are  having  good  sport.  Mr.  J.  Wetherell, 
of  Northampton,  killed  twenty-eight  trout  during  the 
week,  the  four  largest  averaged  between  21b.  and  31b.  ;  on 
the  28th  ult. ,  he  killed  two  salmon,  one  weighing  101b.  and 
the  other  81b.  Mr.  Terry  had  very  bad  luck,  as  he  lost 
three  salmon  when  almost  ready  for  the  net.  Mr.  Little 
made  a  few  nice  baskets  of  trout ;  the  largest  weighed 
41b.  Mr.  Henn,  on  the  31st,  killed  one  salmon  weighing 
121b.  I  can  safely  recommend  anglers  to  pay  us  a  visit, 
either  at  river  or  loch,  as  there  is  every  prospect  of  sport. 
— Manacier. 

Ballina  (Moy  Hotel,  Private  Waters),- Weather 

fine,  southerly  winds,  water  in  good  order,  plenty  of  fish 
in  the  river.  Mr.  W.  C.  Wilson  got,  on  the  28th  ulr.,  one 
141b.  on  the  private  waters  of  the  Moy.  Mr.  Schroop 
played  three  and  lost  them.  On  the  whole,  there  were 
several  fish  taken,  which  shows  a  great  improvement  in 
the  fishing  since  last  report.  Trout  fishing  on  the  lough 
has  improved  greatly ;  some  nice  baskets  were  got  at 
Runagry, — John  Devers. 

Bann, — This  river  has  now  cleared  after  the  late  floods, 
and  has  also  fallen  a  few  inches.  Some  capital  sport  ba) 
been  had  among  the  large  trout  for  the  past  few  days  that 
are  now  rising  at  the  Sedges  close  to  the  banks.  "The 
KUrea  reach  is  now  well  stocked  with  salmon,  the  high 
water  having  brought  up  all  the  spring  fish  from  the 
Caronroe  reach.  On  28th  ult.  Mr.  Ardale,  Belfast,  took 
the  first  two  salmon  of  the  season  under  the  weir.  These 
fish  eciled  121b.  and  131b.  each.— Daniel  O'Fee, 

Belfast. — The  dams  are  in  fair  order  at  present,  but 
the  bright  weather  makes  evening  imperative  on  Wolf 
Hill  dam,  a  private  water.  A  local  man  had  several  fine 
trout,  including  a  3|lb.  fish.  On  Woodburn  middle  dam 
Capt.  E.  K.  O.  Ludlow,  D.A.A.G.,  had  consideratle 
success,  killing  two  dozen  fish  on  one  day.  On  Hyde  Paik 
dam,  Mr.  W.  Hunter,  Mr,  Taylor,  Dr.  Law  (Demerara), 
Mr.  A.  M.  D.  Caldwell,  and  other  local  gentlemen  weie 
out  several  evenings,  killing  from  six  to  eight  fish  ]:er  rod« 
The  weather  is  very  warm. — J.  A.  B, 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— Up  till  a  few  weeks  ago 
the  salmon  fishing  was  the  worst  experienced  for  many 
years.  The  recent  improvement  will  not  compensate  for 
previous  bad  fishing.  One  of  the  remedies  suggested  to 
improve  the  fishing  is  to  grate  off  the  smaller  unprotected 
spawning  rivers,  so  as  to  confine  the  silmon  to  the  main 
river,  which  can  be  more  effectually  preserved.  The  upper 
water  proprietors  attribute  the  decline  of  the  fisheries  to 
over-netting  at  Lismore. — J.  A.  B. 

Caragh  Lake  (Kerry).— There  is  again  substantixl 
proof  that  this  lake  holds  some  good  trout.  A  fine 
specimen  taken  by  Mr.  Reid,  on  May  29,  who  is 
staying  at  the  Southern  Hotel,  the  fish  weighed  nearly 
61b. ;  also  one  of  IJlb.,  and  some  smaller  ones,  same  day* 
On  May  25,  Shade  Dyer,  a  local  boatman,  caught  two 
dozen  and  four.  May  26,  Mr.  Busteed  caught  one  of  21b. 
Owing  to  the  brightnesa  and  heat  trout  are  not  rising 
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freely  to  the  fly.   Grike  are  now  seen  running  up  the 
lower  Caragh. — G.  C. 

Cork  Kivers. — Sport  has  fallen  away  on  all  the  above 
waters,  owing  obiefly  to  bright  weather  and  clear  and 
falling  waters.  In  the  late  evenings,  however,  some 
average  baskets  of  trout  were  had.  Only  a  few  salmon, 
even  on  the  principal  rivers,  were  got  by  anglers,  and  the 
prospects  of  better  sport  are  not  reassuring  at  time  of 
writing.  On  the  West  Cork  rivers  trouting  has  seldom 
been  better  at  this  time. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  liver  is  settling  down  into 
fair  order.  Since  last  report  the  weather  has  become 
almost  tropical,  and  fairly  favourable  to  salmon  angling. 
The  first  peal  of  the  season  was  killed  on  the  20th  ult.  by 
Mr.  Kitchie,  and  since  then  a  couple  of  dozen  were  killed. 
Amongst  the  successful  anglers  were  Commander  Law, 
Mr.  A.  Jesson,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Cohen,  Mr.  Lees-Knowlee, 
M.P.,  Mr.  StoweU,  Mr.  G.  MUdon,  and  Mr.  Goddard,  all 
of  whom  had  several  fish.  A  lot  of  salmon  passed  through 
to  Lough  Corrib  during  the  recent  flood.  The  May  Fly 
is  rising  steadily  on  Lough  Corrib. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballj  shanuon  and  Belleek).— The  following 
are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week : — Capt.  Curzon, 
18th  Hussars,  took  one  salmon  of  151b.  on  24th  ult. ,  and 
another  of  14Jlb.  on  26th  ult.  Mr.  J.  Thomson  took  one 
salmon  of  131b.  on  27th  ult.;  and  Sir  William  Williams 
took  three  salmon  on  25th,  27th,  and  30th  ult.,  of  151b., 
141b.,  and  lOJlb.  respactively.  A  lot  of  fine  trout  were 
again  taken  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  during  the  past  week. 
Weights:  on  24th  ult.  four  trout,  of  51b.,  4ib.,  3Jlb.,  and 
21b.  ;  on  25th  ult.,  two  trout,  of  GJlb.  and  41b.  ;  on  26th 
ult.,  four  trout,  of  5k\h.,  41b.,  2Jlb.,  and  2Jlb.  ;  and  on 
27th  ult.  two  trout,  2|lb.,  and  IJlb.  The  above  were  all 
splendid  trout,  and  in  fine  condition.  Mr.  C.  C.  Ralli  took 
one  magnificent  trout  weighing  41b.  on  27th  ult.,  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wood  took  another  of  5jlb.,  and  Mr.  James 
Condon,  one  of  41b.  Mr.  T,  M.  Pike  and  Mr.  G. 
Antonini  also  took  a  number  of  trout  since  last  report. 
Capt.  Leo  Moore  and  Capt.  Wilding,  and  Mr.  Frank 
Crawford  and  Mr.  A.  Crawford,  took  several  trout  during 
the  past  week,  weighing  from  Jib.  to  21b.  Up  to  time  of 
writing,  trout  on  Loughs  Erne  and  Melvin  have  not  began 
to  take  the  May  Fly  well,  although  the  fly  is  up  in 
quantities  since  27th  ult.  Intending  visitors  will  be  in 
time  for  the  best  of  the  May  Fly  fishing  from  about  4th 
inst.  A  good  time  is  anticipated  with  the  May  Fly,  as 
the  weather  is  favourable  for  it  at  present. — M.  Eogan 
.\XD  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— There  has  been  a  general  falling  off 
in  sport  since  last  report.  Salmon  have  not  risen  well  to 
the  fly.  In  fact,  on  most  it  was  quite  useless  to  fieli  for 
them  at  any  time.  Trouting,  aa  far  as  brown  trout  are 
concerned,  has  been  fair  all  round,  but  the  details  of  the 
sea  trout  fishing  show  very  poor  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

EiUaxney. — Sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  lakes  at 
brown  trout,  but  poor  at  talmon  on  lake  and  river.  The 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  not  reassuring,  as  the 
weather  is  getting  hotter  and  the  waters  falUng  rapidly. 
On  the  mountain  lakes  sport  at  small  brown  trout  con- 
tinues fair. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongli  Cnrrane  (W&terville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  l:e3n  very  good  among  brown  trout  since  last  report, 
the  bast  baskets  being  had  in  the  late  evenings.  Only  a 
few  sea  trout  have  been  had,  and  no  salmon ;  but  the 
weather  has  not  been  favoui  able,  and  only  a  few  anglers 
hive  been  outeithar  after  salmon  or  eea  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Loagh  Mask  and  Cocrib.— The  following  anglers 
have  been  fishing  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  and 
are  hiving  excellent  sport :  Major  and  Mrs.  Ferguson, 
Mesar?.  Alington,  McCausland,  MoNab,  Houghton, 
Cordner,  Drake,  and  Hopkins.  On  the  29th  ult.,  the 
party  landed  sixty-nine  trout,  weighing  together  over 
80. b.,  or  IJlb.  average  each,  all  taken  on  the  fly.  On  30th 
ult.,  same  party  landed  fifty-two  trout,  weighing  031b. 
(largest  3Jlb.).  Lakes  in  grand  order  for  fishing.  May 
Fly  in  full  swing  on  Lough  Mask. — J.  A.  J. 

Iioagh.  Melvin.  —  The  following  are  the  particulars 
for  the  past  week  ;  Mr.  K.  W.  took  one  salmon  of  7Jlb. 
on  May  25  ;  Mr.  H.  Gallager  took  a  trout  (Sahno  feroc) 
of  Clb.  on  same  day  ;  Mr.  James  Knox  took  one  salmon  of 
81b.  on  26th ;  Mr.  E.  Mulhern  took  a  grilse  of  SJlb.  on 
29th ;  Mr.  J.  G.  Henderson  took  one  salmon  of  lOib.  on 
same  day;  Mr.  M.  0.  Mullen  took  two  trout  (Sahno 
ferox),  of  4|lb.  and  2ilb.,  on  30th.  Trout  fishing  was 
rather  poor  on  this  lake  during  the  past  week,  and 
trout  did  not  rise  well  to  the  fly  on  any  day  since  last 
report  in  consequence  of  north-east  wind,  which  has  pre- 
vailed most  of  the  time.  Still,  some  baskets  of  brown 
trout  were  taken  and  some  gillaroos  by  the  anglers  out 
from  Scott's  Hotel,  Garrison,  and  from  Belleek,  Bnndoran, 
Balls  shannon,  &c. ;  heaviest  basket  of  trout  taken  weighing 
9ilb.,  and  containing  sixteen  fiah,  by  Mr.  J.  Wright. — M. 
Eogan  and  Sons. 

Jtough.  Melvin  (Lower  Beaches,  Kinlongh 
End;.— Bright,  warm  weather,  with  north-easterly  winds, 
prevailed  during  past  week.  Amongst  the  trout,  the 
catches  of  fly  anglers  averaged  about  one  and  half  dozen 
per  rod  per  day.  Some  nice  trout  were  also  had  trolling, 
from  lib.  to  31b.,  by  Mr.  Loverock  and  Mr.  Crofton, 
Dublin.  Fair  sport  was  had  by  salmon  anglers.  Mr. 
Martin,  England,  had  one  of  81b. ;  Mr.  Armstrong,  one 
of  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Palmer  landed  one  of  lUb.  Mr.  Crofton, 
after  thirty  minutes'  play,  lost  a  very  weighty  fish  on 
24th  ult.  Some  rain  ia  needed  to  improve  sport.— P. 
Gallaoher. 

iMOXLgh.  Neai^h. — Pollen  fishing  continues  good  ;  also 
trout  netting.  Since  the  weather  improved  trout  fishing 
has  greatly  improved  on  the  tributaries.— J.  A.  B. 

Zibngli  Siieelin. — The  fly  is  rising  well  on  Lough 
Sheelin,  and  dapping  will  be  in  full  swing  ere  these  lines 
are  in  print.  This  famous  water  lies  principally  in  County 
Cavan,  which  forms  its  north-ea^t  and  western  shores, 
whilat  Wwtmeath  forms  its  southern  boundary.  "The 


lough  measures  eight  miles  in  length  by  four  and  a  half  in 
width,  and,  from  its  position,  is  well  sheltered.  Fishing 
is  all  done  from  boats,  and  the  rod  commonly  used  is  a 
16ft.  one.  The  trout,  which  are  good  risers  and  very 
game  on  the  line,  run  from  31b.  to  81b.  and  91b.,  and 
heavier  fish  are  not  uncommon.  Mountnugent  on  the 
Cavan  side,  and  Finae  on  the  Westmeath  shore,  are  the 
favourite  stations.  Heavy  pike,  perch,  and  bream  also 
frequent  its  wateis.  "  Dappers  "  will  find  Lough  Sheelin 
worth  a  visit. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  at  brown  trout  has  fallen  away  on  the  above  waters, 
but  still  fair  baskets  have  been  had.  The  outlook  for  the 
next  few  days  is  not  good  on  any  of  the  above  waters,  as 
all  are  falling,  and  now  require  refreshing. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Longbs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Ma>o). — Summer  weather  at  last  here.  Sport  has  im- 
proved a  little.  Mr.  Hellis  and  son,  one  salmon,  13Jlb  , 
in  the  Kock  Pool ;  Dr.  Westing,  one  salmon,  111b.,  in  the 
Ash  Tree  Pool;  Capt.  Poweden,  two  salmon,  91b.,  lO^lb., 
in  the  Ridge  Pool ;  Mr.  G.  Fenl»n  lost  three  in  the  Spring 
Well  Pool.  A  good  number  of  boats  on  the  loagh  daily, 
but  sport  poor.  Pew  salmon  were  taken  trolling.  Mr. 
C.  Simmons  took  an  81b.  trout  on  a  Black  Goshawk 
salmon  fly.  Few  jack  were  taken  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Standfield,  largest  19ilb.  May  Flies  in  small  quantities 
on  the  loughs. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloa).— The  lake 
fishing  has  been  greatly  knocked  about  by  high  water, 
dead  calms,  and  bright  sun.  Still,  a  good  many  very  fine 
trout  have  been  landed  this  week,  notably  four,  weighing 
121b.,  taken  by  an  English  visitor.  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley, 
of  Birmingham,  has  creeled  several  brown  trout  up  to  2 Jib. 
and  31b.  To  day  (Wednesday)  he  killed  before  lunch,  on 
the  river,  a  bright  grilse  of  OJlb.  This  morning  another 
English  rod  got  two  grilse ;  and  jeoterday  a  salmon  of 
141b.  and  two  grilse  were  captured.  We  shall  certainly 
have  a  good  grilse  season,  as  the  recent  high  water  will 
have  brought  up  quantities  of  the  shining  beauties. — S.  J. 

HUBLEY. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli).— Weather  very  brigat 
and  hot,  water  pretty  high  ;  the  peal  have  already  begun 
to  arrive,  but  the  main  body  of  these  fish  have  not  yet  left 
the  saltwater.  On  Doonas,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  one 
salmon,  121b.,  on  25th  ult.  On  Prospeofc,  the  fisherman 
killed  one  salmon,  101b.,  on  26th.  On  Newgarden,  Mr. 
Astley,  Creswick,  killed  one  salmon,  15Jlb.,  on  25th,  and 
one  salmon,  71b.,  on  27th.  On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy 
killed  one  salmon,  101b.,  on  23rd;  one  salmon,  9Jlb. ,  on 
24th ;  and  one  salmon,  7Jlb.,  on  25th.  On  the  Castle 
fishery,  Mrs.  Ingham  killed  one  peal,  6|lb.,  on  23rd.  On 
the  same  fishery,  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon, 
37ilb.,  on  29>h;  and  Mr.  T.  Brooke  one  salmon,  14Jlb., 
on  29th. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Kivers. — The  Blackwater  and  Ballinderry 
have  toned  down  iato  excsllent  form  for  fly  fishing.  On 
the  latter  stream,  Kempton,  Mancely,  Mr.  MacKenzie,  &c., 
picked  up  several  good  trout.  The  natural  fly  fishing  will 
soon  be  on.  From  the  Mourne  I  hear  of  fair  success  by 
trout  fishers. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Wateiville,  co.  Kerry).— Only  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  was  far  behind  the 
usual  standard  at  brown  trout,  and  no  sea  trcut  were 
taken.  Sea  trout  fishing  rarely  gives  any  sport  before 
June  is  well  advanced. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar). — In  my  recollec- 
tions of  dapping  seasons  on  these  lakes  I  have  never 
experienced  the  weather  so  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory, 
and  so  will  say  the  host  of  anglers  who  have  visited  them 
this  season.  Storms  of  hail,  raia,  &c.,  thunder  and 
lightning  of  unusual  severity,  frosts  at  night  sometimes, 
and  all  followed  now — when  the  three  great  lakes  are  at 
their  best — by  a  succession  of  almost  perfectly  calm  bright 
days,  is  enough  to  try  the  temper  of  the  veriest  saint  on 
earth.  Some  anglers  were  fairly  lucky ;  most  others 
singularly  unfortunate,  the  best  basket  seen  being  eight 
fish,  weighing  251b.  (two  rods),  my  own  best  being  four 
fish,  121b.  (two  rode).  The  dapping  is  at  its  best  just  now, 
and  we  only  require  good  fresh  breezes  to  ensure  sport. 
The  lakes,  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  teem  with  fish,  and 
many  tourist  anglers  are  patiently  waiiiig  for  the  turn  of 
the  tide.— T.  J.  W. 


3^ejroxts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dimstan  s  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,— The  renting  and  preserva- 
tion committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening, 
June  5,  at  8  30,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
Barbican. — R.  Ghlrney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  1  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
18s.  Id.  from  the  (late)  Sociable  Brothers'  donation  box 
per  W.  H.  Shead,  £1  12s.  3d.  Dalston  donation  box,  and 
10s.  G.  H.  Field,  annual  subscription  for  1898-9.  At  tie 
last  committee  meeting  two  applications  were  entertained, 
and  £10  voted.  The  next  committee  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Friday,  June  9,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List.- The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
(Jood  Intent,  the  Crown,  Church-street,  Shoreditch,  on 
Monday  next,  Jone  5,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attend- 
ance from  all  clubs  on  the  above-named  district.— G. 
Manmng.  ■ 


Albion     Brothers'    Angling    Society,  The 

Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney. — We  had  a  very 
well-attended  meeting  on  May  31.  We  are  making  new 
members  fast,  three  hieing  made  and  two  more  nominatad 
this  week,  making  fourteen  with  n  the  month.  Our  secre- 
tary  drew  up  the  balance-sheet  for  this  quarter,  which 
thows  the  club  to  be  in  a  good  financial  position.  Members 
please  note  prizes  aro  to  be  paid  in  next  week. — C.  J.  K. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.  W. — 
The  business  transacted  on  May  30  was  kept  up  till 
11.45  p.m.  Our  pegged-down  match  on  Jun?  25  was  gone 
into  and  prizss  arranged.  J.  Abbott,  the  member  who 
has  the  silver  chiUange  cup  in  hand,  made  the  ufcual 
conditions,  which  G.  Baker  helped.  Our  A.B.  grand 
smoking  concert,  which  takes  place  on  June  7,  promises 
to  be  a  gigantic  success ;  J.  ^V.  Harris,  Western  district 
visiting  officer,  occupies  the  chair.  All  brother  anglers  will 
receive  a  htarty  welcome.  Our  prize  list  promises  t<j  be  a 
record.  Mr.  B.  Buxton,  Nead,  offers  20j.  worth  of  tackle  ; 
he  also  transfers  from  hon.  to  working  membar  ;  Mr.  C. 
Wells,  10s.  6d.  for  specimen  bream ;  and  2l8.  per  G.  Barlow ; 
G.  Prouten,  an  aquarium  ;  over  fifty  prizes.  Two  more 
workers  added,  viz.,  A.  Osborne  and  H.  Green. — Bin 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society.  Coach  and  Horses,  Porta- 

mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  May  30  a  general 
meeting  was  held,  to  revise  the  rules  and  other  important 
business.  Messrs.  J.  Drew,  jun  ,  Brandon,  and  Gardner 
have  been  elected  working  members.  I  should  like  to  hear 
from  all  members  requiring  privilege  tickets.  —  J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green.— At  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  above,  on  May  31,  the  adjourned 
meeting  was  lesumed,  and  some  important  business 
proceeded  with,  and  final  arrangements  made  for  the 
annual  dinner.  The  election  of  officers  next  took  place, 
and  the  whole  of  the  officers,  being  good  and  tried  servants, 
were  unanimously  elected. — G.  Merry. 

Battersea  FrienUly  Angling  Sooiety,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — Our  first  match 
of  the  season  takes  place  on  June  25,  at  Amberley, 
from  the  park  gates  to  Timberley  Bridge  ;  tow-path  only. 
To  go  down  on  the  morning ;  trains,  8  27  Clapham 
Junction  ;  return  by  7.14  from  Amberley.  Will  members 
send  their  names  in  at  once  for  privilege  tickets  ? — A. 
Jenkins. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  twenty-third  aniiual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above  society 
took  place  on  May  30,  at  the  clubhouse,  Mr.  H.  O.  Hinton 
(president)  in  the  chair.  Upwards  of  forty  membars  and 
friends  sat  down  to  a  capital  repast,  placsd  on  the  table  by 
hott  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  in  his  usual  bountiful  style. 
Nearly  every  member  of  the  society  hid  proved  themselves 
suoceEsful  during  the  past  season,  and  received  their  utual 
reward  in  prizes,  the  first  three  being  as  follows  :  Mr.  J. 
Hobbs,  first  gross  weight  2521b.  14Joz.,  gross  weight  of 
lib.  roach  and  upwards,  and  three  monthly  prizes,  he  having 
called  the  scales  into  requisition  twenty-two  times,  with 
an  average  of  lUb.  15oz.  for  each  time  of  using  them  ;  Host 
G.  H.  Shepherd,  second  gross  weightof  all  fish  2381b.  4;z  , 
and  three  speaimen  prizes,  pike  141b., _  chub  3 Jib.,  and 
perch  IJlb.,  he  having  only  weighed-in  nine  times,  with  an 
average  of  25|lb.  for  eao'i  time.  Mr.  J.  Martin  third 
gross  weight,  99|lb  ,  and  two  monthly  prizes,  his  average 
for  each  weigh-in  being  5 Jib.  Thirteen  other  members 
also  won  prizes,  from  six  monthly  and  one  specimen,  by 
Mr.  J.  Wigley,  down  to  one  by  Mr.  J.  Walker,  the  total 
gross  weight  of  fish  weighed-in  during  the  season  being  just 
under  10001b. ,  including  several  good  specimens,  amongst 
them  bting  531b.  of  roach  of  over  lib.  each,  the  best  being 
taken  by  Mr.  J.  Smith  from  Amberley,  lib.  14Joz.  A 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  some  capital  songs 
being  rendered  by  Messrs.  W.  Musgrave,  jan.,  6.  Roberts, 
J.  Horton,  J.  Heath,  W.  Morton,  J.  Hobbs,  and  others. 
Upwards  of  £30  was  promised  in  prizes  for  the  coming 
season.  This  society  has  a  vacancy  for  a  few  new 
members. — Alf  Conn. 

Blaokfriars  Angling  Societ.',  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Our  club  meeting  on  Wednesday 
was  well  represented  by  nearly  aU  members.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  unanimously  elected  a  working  m  amber. 
The  members  of  the  Blachfriars  wish  to  thank  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers'  for  their  kind  and  generous  invite 
to  thtir  dinner,  of  which  they  speak  volumes.  Everyone 
enjoyed  themselves  thoroughly,  and  had  a  capital  dinner. 
I  should  like  all  members  to  know  that  we  have  a  minute 
on  our  book  that  all  members  and  intending  candidates  to 
our  society  will  be  expected  to  be  enrolled  on  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent.  I  may  say  we  have  already  twenty  names 
down. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Cur  annual 
ditner  and  prize  dittribution  takes  p'aca  on  Tuesday  nest, 
when  I  hope  all  members  will  show  up  in  full  force,  and 
bring  their  friends.  The  musical  arrangements  will  be 
good.— F.  Randall. 

Bungay  Chaucer  Angling  Society,— The  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  on  Friday, 
May  26,  at  the  headquarters.  Cherry  Trse  Inn,  Bungay. 
The  balance-sheet  showed  that  the  society  is  in  a  fairly 
flourishing  condition,  and,  with  an  increase  in  number  of 
members,  should  have  a  very  successful  season.  The 
length  of  pike  was  droppad  from  22in.  to  20in.  ;  roach 
remaining  the  same.  Sin.  ;  perch,  7in. ;  dace,  6in.  Several 
prizes  were  offered  for  spacimen  fish. — F.  Pkeston, 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  AngUng  •society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  May  2S  Mr.  R.  J.  Anderson  scored 
again  with  trout  from  the  Lea,  but  of  a  smaller  growth 
than  the  last  one,  this  one  weighing  lib.  12Joz.  The 
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annual  fteneral  meeting  will  take  place  on  June  13,  when 
all  membera  are  summoned  to  attend. — P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angrlincr  Society,  The  Locomotive,  Jamee- 
Btreet,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Membera  are 
reminded  that  we  fall  in  at  7  30  on  the  7th.  Mr.  Burton 
showed  a  few  flat  fish  on  28th  clt. — E.  M. 

Central  Association  of  Iiondon  Angling'  Clubs. 
— The  usual  monthly  meeting  will  take  place  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel.  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  evening,  5th  inst.,  at  8  30  p  m. 

Clapham  Jnuotion  Au^lin^  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Our  first  day's  outing  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on 
June  18,  for  club  prizes.  Messrs.  Wm.  Montagu,  U.  Pegg, 
and  H.  Runnfgar  have  a'lded  prizes  to  our  new  list.  I 
shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  members  will  forward  on  their 
names,  &c.,  for  new  privilege  tickets,  as  the  list  must  be 
sent  in  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  made  three  more 
new  members. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Our  prize  distribution 
took  place  on  May  30,  and  a  goodly  attendance  witnessed 
some  very  handsome  prizes  distributed.  Mr.  F.  Monks 
and  Mr.  W.  Wallis  headed  the  list  with  four  prizes 
each,  whilst  amongst  numerous  other  winners  were  H. 
Crowther  (who  has  weighed-in  the  heaviest  barbel),  B.  A. 
Down,  Ben  Lawrence,  J.  Pasmore,  W.  Sandle,  J.  Pratt, 
A.  Cave,  &c.  New  members  are  being  elected  fast,  and  I 
shall  he  glad  to  see  a  big  attendance  next  Tuesday,  to 
finally  arrange  special  business. — S.  Violet. 

Cobden  Anglingr  Society,  Eensal-road,  W. — Will 
members  kindly  oblige  by  giving  in  their  names  for  the 
new  privilege  tickets,  as  the  time  is  drawing  xery  close 
now  ?  Next  Tuesday  night  will  be  the  latest  for  the  open- 
ing season. — T.  Twyman. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Kochester-row, 
Westminster. — The  annual  concert  and  distribution  took 
place  on  May  31,  when  several  good  songs  were  rendered. 
The  prize  winners  were  as  follows  :  C.  Eves,  J.  Wyatt, 
J.  White,  A.  Benham,  W.  Payne,  A.  George,  and 
H.  Sheekey.  Several  prizes  that  were  not  taken  will  be 
fished  for  during  the  ensuing  season.— J.  White. 

Crown  and  Bnobland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green.  E.C.— Our 
concert  and  distribution  took  place  on  May  31,  and  was  a 
great  success  ;  Mr.  J.  Knight  took  the  chair.  The  principal 
winneis  were  Messrs.  H.  Haines,  eight,  including  the 
gross  weight  1851b. ;  W.  Long  was  a  good  second  with 


1581b.,  taking  seven,  including  Mr.  Elsmore's  prize  for  the 
largest  roach  vtith  a  fine  specimen  of  21b.  4oz. ;  Norris, 
six;  Leadbeater,  five;  C.  Walter,  four;  U.  Franklin, 
B.  Richardson,  C.  Glover,  and  H.  Wright  were  also  in 
the  swim.  We  start  the  ensuing  season  with  a  very  good 
list,  which,  no  doubt,  will  be  considerably  added  to  at  our 
annual  dinner  on  June  11.  During  the  evening  the  A.B. 
box  was  passed  round,  and  a  bit  more  collected  to  swell 
the  funds  of  that  grand  institution.  W.  J.  Long's  two 
specimen  roach  have  been  added  to  our  collection,  and  a 
splendid  addition  they  make. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  May  30  we  had  a  very 
good  attendance  ;  some  important  bminess  was  tracsicted. 
One  new  member  was  proposed.  The  final  arrangements 
were  made  for  our  outing  on  June  4.  Members  please 
attend  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  seasm's  prizes. — 
S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  N.W. — Wednesday's  meeting  very  quiet ;  nothing 
of  any  great  importance  done  except  to  make  some  more 
members  join  the  A.B.S. — Johnny  Edwards. 

Elgin  Angling  Soniety,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Notting-hill.  W. — We  made  two  new  members  at 
our  last  meeting — Mr.  W.  Day  and  Mr.  8.  Down.  Our 
first  outing  of  the  season  is  to  Rickmansworth,  by  brakes, 
on  June  25.  Brakes  to  start  from  clubhouse  twelve  o'clock 
Saturday  midnight.  A  money  prize  is  offered  to  any 
visitor  taking  the  most  fish,  and  as  the  water  at  Rickmans- 
worth is  public,  non-club  members  can  compete.  Will 
visitors  give  their  names  in  by  Tuesday  next,  June  6  ? — G. 
King. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon-road, 
N. — June  5  will  be  quarter  night.  All  members  are 
requested  to  attend  and  clear  up  arrears  in  contributions. 
— W.  Lawrence. 


Be  Kind  to  the  Little  Ones. — There  is  no  tyranny  bo  hard 
to  bear  as  the  tyranny  of  parents  who,  without  meaning  to  he 
cruel,  do  not  understand  their  children.  How  continually  do  W9 
find  a  child  punishod  a  mply  because  it  is  fretful.  It  does  not 
seem  to  occnr  to  some  parents  that  in  nine  eases  out  of  ten  a 
child's  fretfulness  arises  from  ill-health  or  from  some  temporary 
ailment.  But  this  is  assuredly  true,  and,  instead  of  punishing 
their  children,  parents  will  do  well  to  take  stnps  to  Iteep  them 
\  healthy  and  strong.  They  will  not  find  this  difficult  if  they  take 
are  to  keep  HoUoway's  Pills  and  Ointment  always  by  them. 
These  are  remedies  which  never  fail. 


Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital. — Will  mem- 
bers I'equtring  privilege  tickets  attend  next  Tuesday  knd 
order  same,  as  we  send  the  list  in,  also  A.B.  tickets  ?  We 
made  two  new  members,  also  booked  several  more  prizes. 
Fkliing^  Gazette  can  be  seen  Friday  night,  as  Mr.  King  is 
having  it  sent  direct,  as  an  inducement  for  members  to 
come  and  see  him  sometimes. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Our  return  visit  (No  1  Eastern 
District)  takes  place  on  Monday  next,  June  5,  and  our 
priz(s  will  be  given  up  on  Tuesday,  June  13. — B.  Mi  rphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.  —  The 
text  Clerkenwell  and  District  visit  will  be  paid  to  the 
above  society  on  Monday,  June  12. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society,  Harcoart  Arms, 
Harconrt-street,  Marylebone.  —  We  had  a  very  good 
meeting  on  Monday  last,  when  we  made  another  member. 
There  is  eeveral  more  to  come  yet,  I  believe.  I  hope  the 
secretaries  cf  the  angling  societies  will  take  notice  of  our 
change  of  meeting  night  from  Monday  to  Thursday,  on 
and  after  June  8.  I  he  pa  our  supper  next  Monday  night 
will  be  a  great  auccefs,  and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any 
friends  after  the  supper. — A.  B.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  annual  supper  was  held 
at  the  above  house  on  May  29,  and  Mr.  W.  Wright,  of  the 
Greengate  Cotfee-rooms,  Bethnal  Green  Road,  was 
caterer  for  the  supper,  and  gave  very  great  satisfaction, 
and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  following 
gentlemen  contributed  towards  the  harmony  of  the 
evening :  Mr.  S.  Grisley,  Mr.  J.  Durell,  Mr.  E.  Willis, 
Mr.  H.  Bagshaw,  Mr.  Calicut,  Mr.  B.  Jones,  Mr.  W. 
Ford,  Mr.  C.  Russell,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Jefltries,  Mr.  S. 
Robinson,  Mr.  C.  Lee,  Mrs.  Proster,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Edwards.  On  Monday,  June  5,  our  distribution  of  prizes 
takfs  place.— C.  Smith. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — The  annual  dinner 
of  the  above  society  will  take  place  on  June  11,  at  the  Bull 
Inn,  Ware.  Two  new  members  were  proposed  on  the 
25th  ult.— Messrs.  Cohen  and  Read.— Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Our  distribution  of  prizes  on 
May  30  went  off  very  well.  Our  worthy  host  distributed 
the  prizes  to  the  various  winners.  The  following  ladies 
and  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony :  Mr.  Wade 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


TOURISTS'  FORTNIGHTLY  and 
FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft, 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  Southend-on- 
Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Alde- 
burgh,  Southwold  and  Hunstanton  are 
issued  by  all  trains  from  LONDON 
(Liverpool-street),  also  from  G.E.  subur- 
ban stations  and  New  Cross  (L.B.  and 
S.C.R.),  at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool- 
street.  These  cheap  tickets  are  also 
issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland)  and 
Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea, and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  BACK, 
2s.  6d.  daily,  by  through  fast  trains  from 
LIVERPOOL  -  STREET  and  FEN- 
CHURCH  -  STREET.  Cheap  Through 
Tickets  are  also  issued  at  stations  on  the 
Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 
Railways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH 
and  BACK,  4s.,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  SUNDAYS,  at  9.0  a.m.,  and  on 
MONDAYS  at  7.35  a.m. 

BBOXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE 
la.  6d.  daily,  from  Liverpool-street,  Ac, 
and  on  week  days  only  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.  daily,  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  Dept 
ford-road  (East  London  Railway) ,  Gospel 
Oak,  Ao. 

WILLIAM  BIRT, 

Qeneral  Manager, 

London,  June,  1899. 


Scribner's  Magazine. 

JUNE,  1899. 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZINE 
OF  THE  DAY. 

PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 


Anglers  wlshiner  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c., 

SllOIMJ  AI)Vi:itTISIi  I.V 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


NOW  READY. 


Contents : 


FeONTISPIECB.  Painted  by  Zom  in  1885. 
The  Modern  Group  of  Scandinavian  Painters. 
Witli  illustrations  from  paintings  by  Bichard 
Bergh,  Karl  Larseon,  Fritz  Thaulow,  Salm- 
Eon,  Werenskiold.  Eilif  Petersen,  Gerard 
Munthe,  and  others.  By  Cecilia  Wacrn. 
The  Battle  of  the  Block-Houses.  The  War 
WITH  THE  Insurgents  at  Manila.  Illus- 
trated from  photographs  by  Lieut.  0.  F. 
O  Keefe.   By  Percy  G.  McDonnell 

A  Burial  by  Friendless  Post.  Illastrations 
by  Thomas  Fogarty.  By  Robert  Shaekleton. 

The  Pilgrim.   By  Rosamund  M.  Watson. 

The  Boush  Riders.  The  Return  Home. 
(Begun  in  January — to  run  through  six  num- 
bers.) Illustrated  with  many  photographs. 
By  Theodore  Roosevelt  (Colonel  First  U.S.V. 
Cavalry). 

The  Chronicles  op  Aunt  Minervy  Ann. 
Illustrated  by  A.  B.  Frost.  By  Joel  Chandler 
Harris. 

The  Ship  of  Stars.  Chapters  XL— XIII.  (To 
be  continued).   By  A.  T.  Quiller-Coueh  (Q  ). 
A  Victory  for  the  People.    Illustrated  by 

W.  E.  Leigh.  By  William  Allen  White. 
The  Letters  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 
Davos,  1880-82.  Drawings  by  E.  C.  Petrotto 
and  Jules  Gaerin.  Edited  by  Sidney  Colvin. 
A  Poet's  Mdsical  Impressions.  From  the 
Lettkus  of  Sydney  Lanier.  (Conclusion.) 

Europe."  By  Henry  James. 

The  Point  of  View,   War  as  a  Sport 
Expenditures. 

The  Field  of  Art.  The  Edcc.vtion  of  the 
Artist,  Here  and  Now. 
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Order  tkrongh  any  Bookseller. 


London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  81  CO. 
Ltd.,  St.  Dtmotan's  House,  Petter-lane,  B.C. 


Anglers  vrishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SUUULD  A  liVEUTiSI!  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

C/iaiyes  verii  A/oik  rah'. 
Address:  King  Street,  Alfreton, 


ESTABLISHED  1878. 


THE 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Socletj. 

Supported  by  Voluntary  Contributions. 

COMMITTEE  BOOMS: 
Club  Union  Baildlngs,  Clerkenwell  Ed.,  E.C . 

(.Adjoining  Holbom  Town  Hall). 


Prbeident  — B.  B.  MABSTON  {Fishing  Gazelle). 

VICIE-PBSSIDENT8  : 

F.  OBBN  (President  Anglers'  Assoolatlen  of  Locdon 
and  Provtnclal  Angling  Societies). 

A.  HEDCAI.F  (President  Central  AasocUtion  of 
London  Angling  Clnbs). 

TaEASrBSB— P.  GEEN. 
TBUBTBI3— G.  MANMINO,  O.  H.  FIELD.  B.  MT7BPH1 

BTBWABD— 0.  H.  FIELD. 
GENHBAt.  BECBETABT  —  K.  GHUBNET.  116,  Hona; 
street,  New  North.road,  N. 

Anglers  holding  Privilege  Tickets  from  the 
Anglers'  or  Central  Associations  are  eligible  for 
membership.  Annual  Subscription,  Is.  Id. ;  Life 
Uembers,  £1  Is. 

Tbe  Committee  meet  on  the  Second  and 
Fourth  Fridays  in  each  Konth. 

The  Society  now  subscribes  for  12  Beds 
in  the  Friendly  Societies  Seaside  Con- 
valescent Home  at  Dover  for  the  use  of 
its  members. 
N.B. — Collection  Boxes  for  the  receipt  of  small 
Donations  will  be  supplied  to  Angling  Societiee 
desirous  of  placing  such  in  their  club  rooms,  and 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  ia  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  LN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  advts.,  2-3  woids  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Of/Ice,  Bournemouth, 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SnoULII  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record, 

Wunted  Advls.,  18  HWc/s, G</. ;  30  iconh,  \s.,  prepaid- 

Addre45 :  News  Of Ifce,  Ashbourne. 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  la.  8d.  in  stamps  to 
Sampson  Low,  Maeston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLEE'S  DIAET  for  1899. 

Which  contains  information  on  the  following 
subjects:— Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing 
Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia,  &c. ;  the 
Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Eod  Lioencbs  in  the 
UNITED  Kingdom;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  fish.  &c.,  &c. 


EBTABLI9HBD  1837. 

New  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books. 

Also  out  of  print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  Ac.    Every  number  of  "Thb  Pub 

dlSEEBS'  (DlBOULAB  AND  BOOKSELLEBg'  BEOOBD  " 

published  every  Friday,  price  IJd.)  contains 
idvertisements  respecting  "  Books  wanted,"  acd 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectn  , 
^ving  particulars  of  special  f  eatoras,  can  be  hi  d 
ly  lending  a  post-card  requeat  for  U,  to  the  Pri  - 
nr^stors  of  tho  PMUhtrt  areolar,  Bt.  Donitui  s 


LONGLEY'S  HOLIDAY  GUIDES 

ABUNDANTLY  ILLUSTRATED.   ID.  EACH. 
FOUR  POST  FREE  FOR  FIVE  STAMPS. 


1  Tile  Rhine. 

2  E.CoastWat'g  Places 

3  A  Run  to  Dublin. 

4  Amsterdam 

5  Eastern  Cathedrals. 

6  Channel  Islands. 

7  Mona's  Isle. 

8  Soutiiend. 

9  The  English  Lakes. 
JO  Devon  Coast. 

IJ  Cornish  Coasi. 

12  A  Run  to  Cork. 

13  Epping  Forest. 

14  Western  Islands. 

15  Mourne  Mountains. 

16  Midland  Spas. 

17  Peak  District. 

18  Up  the  Thames. 

19  Western  Cathedrals. 

20  Somerset  &  Dorset. 

21  County  Down. 

22  Forest  of  Dean. 

23  Killarnev  Lakes. 

24  Round  Oban. 

25  South-East  Wales. 

26  The  Irish  Rhine. 

27  The  Potteries. 

28  Orkneys  &  Shetlands. 

29  Belfast. 

30  Dundalk  Bay. 

31  Mid-Wales. 

32  Southpt.  &  Blackpl. 

33  A  Run  to  Glasgow. 


34  Connemara. 

35  Inverness S:  Highlds. 

36  Donegal  Highlands. 

37  Cumberland  Coast. 

38  Across  Irel.md. 

39  Round  Glengarriff. 

40  On  the  Cambrian. 

41  Four  Channel  Ports. 

43  Teignmouth. 

44  Paris. 

45  Round  London. 

46  Giant's  Causeway. 

47  North  Wales. 

48  Flying  Scotchman. 

49  Run  to  Scarboro*. 

50  On  the  Columba. 

51  Famous  Castles. 

52  Round  Glasgow. 

53  Acrc-S  Wales. 

54  A  Trip  to^Norway. 

55  A  Trip  to  Sweden. 

56  On  the  "Ceylon." 

57  Round  Brussels. 

58  Round  Harwich. 

59  Pembroke  Coast. 

60  Cornish  Wntr.  Res'ts 

61  Weymouth. 

62  .^round  lirecon. 

63  Seaside  A.H.C. 

6t  Round  ^"unningdale. 

65  Owbert-on-Sea. 

66  Falniouth. 

67  Round  Lulworth. 


F.  E.  LONGLEV,  39,  Warwick  Lane,  London,  E.C 
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B3mg  three  soDgs,  W.  Stretch,  Mra.  Adie,  Mr.  and  Mra, 
Hilton  (duet),  Mr.  C.  Hilton,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  A.  Bur- 
wash,  Mr.  J.  Barwash,  Mr.  T.  Bolter  (clarionet  solo), 
Mr.  W.  Bolter  (song),  Mr.  Wilcockson,  A.  Gardner ; 
chairman,  A.  Mills ;  vice,  Mr,  Croker ;  pianist,  Mr.  T. 
Lancaster ;  and  a  host  of  others.  The  new  privilege  tickets 
are  ready. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Jzaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's- 
roid,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  distri- 
hution  of  annual  and  special  prizes  will  take  place  on 
June  7,  on  which  occasion  the  members  will  have  a  supper. 
Those  who  intend  being  present  at  the  supper  kindly  send 
in  their  names  not  later  than  June  4.  Supper  will  be 
served  at  8  30  precisely.  A  series  of  special  prizes  will  be 
competed  for  on  June  18th  inst  and  Wednesday  2l8t. 
Particulars  will  be  announced  later. — H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road,  North  Kensington. — I  hope  members  will  note  that 
our  distribution  and  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  A.B.S. 
takes  plaoe  on  Mondiy  next,  June  5.  Will  members  who 
liave  kindly  promised  prizes  leave  them  at  the  clubhouse 
on  the  evening  of  4th  inst.  if  possible  ? — G.  Bence. 

Leyton>tone  Piscatorial  Society,  76,  Devonshire- 
road,  Stratford,  E. — Will  mimbers  in  arrears  kindly  clear 
the  books  at  once,  as  no  privilege  tickets  will  be  issued  to 
those  who  have  not  done  so  by  the  15th  inst.  We  have 
appointed  two  new  working  members  in  Messrs.  Leiner 
and  Hellberg. — Uxcle  Bill. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
c'lester-street,  PentonviUe-road,  N. — On  Wednesday  last 
we  had  a  good  muster  of  members.  A  lot  of  business  was 
got  through.  Mr.  Nelson  was  re-elected  chairman  for 
season;  W.  Watling,  secretary;  Messrs.  Johnson  and 
Bichirds,  auditors  ;  Messrs.  Manly  and  Watling,  delegates 
to  the  Central  Association  ;  Mr.  Johnson,  scalesman.  Oar 
first  outing  of  the  season  will  take  place  at  Pulborongh  on 
June  18  ;  particulars  later. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hive, 
Queen-square.— There  has  been  a  marvellous  change  in  the 
weather,  and  the  angler  can  now  go  forth  and  wander  by 
the  side  of  his  favourite  stream  and  enjoy  nature  at  her 
very  best.  Trout  have  been  sporting  better,  and  some 
fine  takes  have  been  had  from  the  Dee,  Carrogway.  The 
Sivington  reservoirs  have  also  been  yielding  some  very 
fair  fish,  and  a  few  taken  from  Pen-y-Cae.  We  should 
soon  hear  something  of  the  May  Fly.  Most  likely  in  about 
a  fortnight,  and  then,  of  course,  for  a  week  or  so  matters 
will  be  lively,  and  we  may  expect  to  hear  of  some  exception- 
ally heavy  fi3h  being  creeled. — Ed.  Woolfall. 

Lyclinobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E  C. — From  Champion  concert  receipts  sums  have 
been  voted  to  Printers'  Pension  Fund  and  Caxton  Con- 
valescent Home.  Hemainder  will  be  included  in  proceeds 
of  a  printer's  benefit  concert,  to  take  place  at  headquarters 
on  June  24.  Will  ticket-holders  please  settle  by  that 
date  ?  Next  competition,  Leigh-on-Sea,  June  10  and  11. 
Summer  dinner  and  competition,  Hertford,  July  15. — 
Sid  Ransom. 

North  E&st  Brothers'  Angling  Sosiety,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  first 
meeting  took  place  on  May  31,  and  we  had  a  very  good 
attenduice,  but  not  so  well  as  it  should  be,  and  it  would  be 
better  if  members  attended  a  little  more  often.  All  mem- 
bers wishing  for  their  privilege  tickets  kindly  Cill  next  week 
and  give  in  their  address  to  the  sec.  Our  annual  dinner 
was  a  great  success,  there  being  about  eighty  at  dinner. 
There  was  Mr.  J.  Thorton  one  end  of  the  table  and  Mr. 
C.  Lamb,  sen.,  at  the  other,  and  between  the  two  we 
landed  some  very  nice  prizes  to  fish  for. — G.  Tayloe. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 
Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction.— 
Oar  dinner  takes  place  on  June  4,  at  Bumham-on-Crouch. 
A  saloon  carriage  will  be  provided  for  members ;  train 
leaves  Bethnal  Green  Junction  at  9.31  a.m. — G.  Baebs. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  TheBose,  Saville-place, 
Lambeth-road,  8.E. — Notice. — This  society  having  re- 
moved to  their  new  abode  on  Tuesday,  May  30,  the  occasion 
was  marked  by  a  concert  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  acd 
was  most  heartily  responded  to.  The  harmony  was  ably 
assisted  by  meml>er8  of  the  Camden,  Collingwood,  Wal- 
worth Waltonian3,  Jolly  Butchers,  and  our  old  friends 
Bert  Smith  and  La  Maxwell,  comedians  and  dancers,  and 
a  host  of  others.  Mr.  W.  Ford,  of  the  Collingwood,  spoke 
admirably  in  favour  of  the  "T.A.P.S.  After  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  the  harmony  closed  with  Host  W.  King 
proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  entertainers.  In  future 
please  address  all  communications  to  above  address.  Will 
all  members  attend  next  Tuesday,  as  we  have  important 
business  to  settle.^ — A.  Holbrow. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottruham. — The  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
pHzeg  of  the  above  society  wUl  take  place  on  June  10. 
Mr.  H.  Hanccck  will  take  the  chair  on  this  occasion. — 
W.  8. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — On  May  31  we  made  two  new  members, 
Mecsrs.  Meyer  and  Hartridge.  As  the  season  ia  drawing 
near,  will  members  pleaee  turn  up  strong  next  week  to 
name  their  association  ticket,  book  .seats  for  brake  outing, 
&c.,  which  is  on  June  2'i,  to  King's  J^angley  'f — R.  C. 

Soyal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Qneen'a  Arms, 
Bateman-atreet. — At  our  last  meeting  we  were  fairly 
represented,  and  got  through  a  deal  of  business.  Mr. 
F.  J.  Pain  was  proposed  as  a  a  working  member,  and  will 
be  bJloted  for  next  meeting  night.  Will  members  please 
note  that  a  general  meeting  is  called  for  June  7,  and  we 
hope  to  see  every  member  present  ?  At  our  last  meeting 
a  hearty  vot9  of  thanks  was  passed  to  all  past  officers.— J. 

GlP.fiON"-. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stan  gate -street,  Lambeth,  b.B. — We  take  our  annual 
outing  and  dinner  on  June  4,  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel, 
[    Arundel,    Will  members  and  friends  meet  at  London 


Bridge  7.45  ?  Mr.  Wink  has  rejoined  as  working  member. 
Will  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  send  on  same  to 
club. — G.  George. 

Silver  Trent  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  at  the  Hop  Pole,  Wardour-street,  and 
was  a  great  success.  Mr.  Abrahams  took  first  club  prize  ; 
Mr.  Bj.  Smith,  the  Emden  cup;  Messrs.  Williams, 
Woollon,  Clark,  Duckworth,  and  Fletcher  took  two  prizes 
each.  Messrs.  Lovejoy,  Williams,  Pettit,  and  Clark  con- 
tributed to  the  musical  success.  June  0  is  quarterly 
night  and  election  of  officers.  A  good  muster  is  requested. 
Hon.  members'  subscriptions  are  now  due,  and  the  new 
privilege  tickets  are  ready.— Pelican. 

South  Bexmondsey  Piscatorials  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.  —  I  beg  to  remind  the 
members  of  the  above  that  on  Juue  4  next  we  have  to 
meet  at  Mr.  W.  Fawcett's  house,  82,  Lower-road,  Rother- 
hithe, at  12.30  sharp,  for  the  group  photo.  Also  the  time 
is  dravring  near  for  the  renewal  of  central  tickets. '  I  may 
also  inform  them  I  have  some  competition  tickets  for 
June  18,  whioh  takes  place  at  Pulborough,  and  should  any 
member  neglect  to  take  up  his  privilege  before  that  date 
he  will  not  be  entitled  to  participate  in  the  competition. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  ana  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Members  are  requested  to 
take  notice  that  next  Tuesday,  June  6,  will  be  a  special 
general  meeting  to  consider  recommendation  from  com- 
mittee to  altar  rules  of  the  society. — G.  E.  Lock. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W. — We  had  a  good  meeting 
at  our  last  meeting  (Mr.  Daffield  in  the  chair).  We  made 
two  new  members — Messrs.  Pieldhouse  and  Spenger.  I 
hope  all  who  can  will  attend  next  week  and  give  in  their 
names  for  their  privilege  tickets.  We  have  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  by  death  our  old  member  Frank  Dixon, 
known  to  all  London  anglers  as  a  true  sportsman.  He  was 
buried  on  Tuesday  last  in  Fulham  Cemetary. — Tidllee. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B.— We 
had  a  very  successful  smoking  concert  this  evening, 
although  several  stayed  away  on  account  of  the  Derby. 
Our  old  friend,  "  Sir  Billee  Taylor,"  presided,  and  our 
best  thanks  are  due  to  him  and  the  long  list  of  friends  who 
contributed  towards  the  success  of  the  evening. — 
W.  Wray. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — I  hope  our  members 
will  not  forget  our  match  on  June  18,  at  Hatfield  Peverel, 
for  five  prizes.  All  to  go  down  with  the  last  train  on 
the  Saturday  night;  that  leaves  Stratford  Station  at 
12  p.m.— R.  LowTHER. 

west  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — At  our  annual  general  meeting  Mr. 
W.  H.  Elsmore  was  unanimously  re-elected  president  of 
the  club,  the  retiring  officers  being  also  re-elected.  Mem- 
bers and  friends  are  requested  to  attend  the  clubhouse  at 
7.36  sharp  at  our  dinner  on  June  8.  Our  host  has 
promised  a  first  class  menu ,  and  a  good  programme  has 
been  arranged  for  the  evening's  entertainment. — J.  J. 
Huntee. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenliam  Hale,  N. — On  May  31  we  held  our  annual 
general  committee  meeting.  The  following  oflScers  were 
re-elected  and  elected  for  the  ensuing  season  :  Chairman, 
W.  Butler;  vice-chairman,  A.  Langton  ;  hon.  sec.  and 
treasurer,  W.  E.  Beaumont;  clerk  o£  sjales,  W.  F. 
Bastock ;  committee,  F.  H.  Beaumont,  W.  Bragg,  H. 
Walton,  and  D.  Knights.  Will  members  kindly  attend 
next  meeting  night  on  important  business.  —  W.  F. 
Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  28,  Alexandra-road.— 
At  the  last  meeting  of  this  society  it  was  decided  to  offer  a 
silver  cup,  and  three  sums  of  money  for  second,  third, 
and  fourth  prizes  to  be  competed  for  this  season,  the 
highest  score  in  three  competitions  to  decide  the  winner. 
Former  winners  are  handicapped  to  the  extent  of  one- 
third  of  their  takes.  Several  new  members  have  joined 
already  this  season,  and  the  special  prize  list  bids  fair  to 
exceed  even  the  large  dimensions  it  assumed  in  1898. — 
8.  Peskett. 

Woolwich  Invicti.  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Marine,  Francis-street,  Woolwich. — The  above  club  held 
their  annual  meeting  on  May  25,  when  there  was  a  good 
attendance.  There  were  several  new  members  made,  and 
we  are  going  on  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  following 
officers  were  elected :  President,  Mr.  W.  Woodford ; 
chairman,  G.  Rowlerson  ;  secretary,  W.  Goldsworthy. 
The  first  outing  will  take  place  to  Yalding  on  June  18. 
Members  please  note  summoned  meeting  on  Thursday, 
June  8,  at  7.30. — W.  Goldsworthy. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Kovers'  Angling  Club,  The 
Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — Many  thanks  to  Mr. 
Wade's  lantern  lecture,  it  having  woke  Clapham  anglers 
up,  as  we  have  sereral  more  applications  to  become  mem- 
bers. As  our  annual  supper  and  distribution  takes  place 
on  June  6,  to  follow  supper,  we  have  a  select  concert,  and, 
having  secured  some  good  talent,  we  hope  to  see  a  full 
room. — N.  Linden. 


Lonoley's  Holiday  Guides  fob  1899  are,  if  possible, 
better  than  ever.  Written  from  the  publisher's  actual 
observation,  bountifully  illustrated  (many  with  rnaps  or 
plans),  and  thoroughly  up  to  date,  they  are,  indeed, 
wonderful  value  for  a  penny,  and  as  George  Augustus 
Sala  (no  mean  authority)  justly  wrote,  notwithstanding 
their  cheapnesa,  "  could  scarcely  be  equalled  in  their 
handiness  and  conciseness."  They  are  sixty-seven  in 
number,  and  cover  most  parts  of  the  Three  Kingdoms, 
betides  several  Continental  resorts,  and  a  specimen  copy, 
with  full  list,  will  be  sent  on  receipt  of  three  half-penny 
stamps,  by  Mr,  Longley,  39,  Warwick-lane,  E.G. 


Jingling  '^ixluxes. 

June  4.   

I) il.sU.Ti :  Annual  dinner. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  dinner. 
Royal  Oak  :  Annual  dinner. 
St.  Thomas  :  Annual  dinner. 
June  5. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List :  Smokisg  concfit 

at  the  Empress,  St.  John  Street-road. 
Good  Intent :  Visit, 

llarcourt :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 
Hearts  of  Oak  :  Annail  supper. 
Jubilee  :  A.B.S.  concert  and  distribution. 
Nottingham  Wellington  :  Annual  dinner. 
June  6. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Elgin  :  Distribution. 
Victoria  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Supper  and  distribution, 
June  7. 

Allason  United  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Camden  :  Supper. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Annual  dinner. 

Greenwich  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Distribution  and  supper, 

Stratford :  Supper. 
Juue  8. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
West  London  :  Annual  dinner. 
Juue  10. 
Park  :  Supper  and  distribution. 


June  11. 

„  II.' 

,,  II.' 

.,  12.' 

„  13.- 

„  13.' 

»  16.- 

„  16. 

„  18.- 

„  18.- 

»  18.' 

„  18.- 

„  18.- 

,,  18.- 

„  18.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.. 

„  24.- 

,,  25.- 

„  25.- 

,.  25.. 

.,  25.. 


-Crown  and  Buckland  :  Annual  dinner, 
-Hoiton  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Lychnobite  :  Leigh-on-Sea  competition. 
-Great  Northern  Brothers :  Visit. 
-Good  Intent :  Distribution. 
-Gresham  :  Lantern  lecture  by  "  Straw  Hat." 
-Dalston  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-Opening  of  coarse  fishing  season. 
-Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Amberley, 
-Dibdin :  Outing. 
-Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
-Lincoln :  Outing  to  Pulborongh. 
-South    Bermondsey :    Competition   at  Pul- 
borough. 
-West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match. 
-Woolwich  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
-Brompton  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
-Lychnobite  :  Benefit  concert. 
-Allason  United :  Pegged-down  match. 
-Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
-Elgin  :  Brake  outing. 
-Phcenix  :  Brake  outing. 


CLA.PHAM  STROLLERS'  ANNUAL 
DINNER. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  progressive  society  took  place 
recently,  an  account  of  which  was  received,  but  unfortu- 
nately appears  to  have  gone  astray.  Mr.  Violet,  the 
indefatigable  hon.  sec  ,  kindly  sends  us  the  following  short 
resume  of  the  proceedings  : 

The  fourth  annual  dinner  and  concert  of  the  above 
seciety  took  place  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Clapham 
Common,  when  over  fifty  members  and  friends  sat  round 
the  festive  board.  The  chair  was  most  genially  filled  by 
Mr.  Welch,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  Baldwin  as  vice.  B.  G. 
Boddy,  with  marked  ability,  accompanied  on  the  piano- 
forte the  many  songs  ;  whilst  Mr.  Alfred  Cave,  as  musical 
conductor  and  stage-manager,  introduced  in  rapid  succes- 
sion the  various  artistes  appearing  on  the  lengthy,  inte- 
resting programme.  The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  A.  Downs, 
his  handsome  features  wreathed  with  smiles,  was  busy 
receiving  donations  towards  the  season's  prize  list;  and 
the  hard-worked  secretary,  Mr.  8.  Violet,  was  "  all  there," 
looking  after  the  comfort  of  his  numerous  guests.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Crow,  jun.,  the  energetic  son  of  the  Alexandra's 
host,  threw  his  whole  heart  into  catering  for  the  evening's 
entertainment,  with  the  happy  result  that  a  capital 
spread,  under  his  immediate  supervision,  was  thorcughly 
enjoyed,  and  a  very  pleasant  and  long  evening  was  spent. 
At  the  outset  the  chairman  announced  that  "  speeches 
few  in  number,  brief,  and  to  the  point  "  was  the  order  of 
the  evening.  The  usual  loyal  toasts  having  been  duly 
honoured,  Mr.  Tover,  in  a  telling  speech,  proposed  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  success  of  the  Clapham 
Strollers'  Angling  Society." 

Mr.  S.  Violet  responding  said  that  at  the  present  time 
they  numbered  thirty  active  and  six  honorary  members. 
The  past  year  had  been  the  most  successful  year  of  their 
existence,  both  as  to  the  value  of  the  prizes  and  the 
quantity  of  fish  weighed-in,  and  he  anticipated  a  very 
promising  future  for  the  society.  He  would  at  all  times 
be  delighted  to  give  would-be  members  every  information 
respecting  the  working  of  the  society.  He  wound  up  a 
capital  speech  by  announcing  that  a  sum  of  over  £20  had 
been  promised  by  the  company  towards  the  prizes  to  be 
won  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Wade,  secretary  of  the  Central  Association,  in 
proposing  the  health  of  the  vice-chairman,  highly  eulo- 
gised the  Clapham  Observer  for  the  interest  it  t  jok  in  all 
that  affects  the  pleasures  of  the  pnb'io.  He  was  prond  of 
the  Clapham  Strolling  Anglers— they  were  true  sportsmen 
and  whilst  successful  in  their  catches  they  were  also  most 
liberal  in  their  subscriptions  to  the  parent  society  to  enable 
them  to  stock  the  waters  in  which  they  fished.  He  had 
no  doubt  whatever  but  that  the  society  would  go  on  and 
prosper. 
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"Dear  '  Drag,'— Is  the  May  Fly  up  ?  None  have  yet 
appeared  on  the  Shoebury  Spit  or  the  Low  Way  buoy,  my 
favourite  fishing  grounds.  Flat  fish  are  scarce  and  small, 
perhaps  they  are  waiting  for  our  ephemeral  friend.  What 
do  you  think  ? — Truthful  Tommy." 

[What  do  I  think?    Well,  perhaps,  the  sooner  T.  T. 
learns  a  little  bit  about  fishing  and  natural  history,  and 
grasps  the  fact  that  the  May  Fly  does  not  patronise  salt 
water,  the  better  for  all  concerned.] 
 >  ♦  *  ♦  <  

The  gramophone  has  been  laid  on  to  "  Drag  "  Mansion, 
and  I  can  now  lay  (or  lie)  on  my  couch  and  listen  to  the 
dulcet  strains  of  music  and  brilliant  speeches  made  at  the 
many  jovial  foregatherings  of  brother  anglers,  now  in  full 
swing  all  over  the  country,  and  which  my  indisposition 
precludes  my  attending.  I  had  had  a  nap  of  about  two 
hours'  duration  yesterday  when  I  suddenly  heard  the 
"  grama  "  shrieking,  and,  leaping  from  my  couch,  heard  : 
Up  !  up  !  !  The  May  Fly  is  up  !  Up  !  up  ! !  up  !  ! ! 
Hooray! — Now,  one  for  the  Major  and  the  A. A.,  dp! 
up  I  !  Hooray  !  Now  one  for  the  fish  as  well  as  the  fly  ! 
Up  !  up  ! !  up  !  ! !    Hooroo  ! 

 ^^i-*^  

The  May  Fly  is  up  !  The  May  Fly  is  up  ! 
No  wonder  I  blink  and  frown. 

The  May  Fly  is  up  !  The  May  Fly  is  up  ! 
And  I'm  up  too — inltown. 

The  May  Fly  is  up  !  The  May  Fly  is  up  J 

But  a  time  will  come — and  shall 
On  June  16— the. /is7i,  will  be  up  

On  the  banks  of  the  Regent's  Canal, 

Oil  where  is  the  joy  of  the  joyful  news  ? 

To  a  fellow  that's  left  in  town, 
When  he's  chained  to  the  desk,  with  a  fit  of  the  blues 

The  May  Fly  is  up  !— I  feel  doivn. 


In  an  illustrated  article  in  th3  Daily  Chronicle,  on 
May  11,  the  proposed  tampering  with  the  fine  Gothic  tower 
of  St.  Dunstan's  Church  was  fully  explained.  This  serious 
interference  with  one  of  the  most  striking  architectural 
features  in  Fleet-street  was  yesterday  the  subject  of  an 
application  to  the  Consistory  Court,  presided  over  by  Dr. 
Tristram.  It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  Law  Life 
Assurance  Society's  premises  by  utilising  the  vacant 
forecourt  on  the  west  side  of  the  church,  and  to  build  a 
rectory  on  the  open  space  on  the  east  side  with  the  £4500 
offered  for  the  site  to  be  acquired  by  the  insurance  company. 
This  plan  wi  1  hem  in  the  beautiful  tower  with  buildings 
on  both  sidep,  and  will  involve  the  removal  and  re-erection 
of  the  Iziak  VValton  tablet  and  fountain  in  front  of  the 
c'aurch. 


Originally  considerable  objection  was  made  to  the 
proposition  of  the  rector  and  churchwardens,  but  Mr. 
L.  T.  Dibdin,  who  appeared  for  the  p  titioners,  stated 
that  all  opposition  had  been  withdrawn.  Counsel 
explained  that  there  would  be  no  difiBculty  about  the 
removal  of  human  remains.  The  Law  Life  Assurance 
Company  had  agreed  not  to  use  the  land  for  any  purposes 
likely  to  cause  annoyance  to  the  worshippers  of  the  church, 
such  as  a  public-house ;  and  also  to  artificially  light  a 
splendid  window  given  several  years  ago  by  the  Worshipful 
Company  of  Cordwainers.  After  hearing  evidence  in 
fivour  of  the  petition,  the  Chancellor  said  he  would 
rjserve  judgment,  but  intimated  that  he  would  grant 
the  faculty.  The  case  had  been  made  out,  but  he  wanted 
ti  look  through  the  documents  and  visit  the  church. 
)  »  t  »  ( 

I  ALSO  notice  that  our  angling  poet  has  noticed  also— 
Oh  !  who'd  have  thought  that  the  world  could  dare  ? 

Oh  !  the  cheeks  of  we  anglers  burn. 
Oh!  traat  it  gently.    Oh!  guard  it  with  care, 

Lest  the  bones  of  the  Master  turn. 
His  scholars  will  all  stand  trembling  by. 

And  quake  lest  that  relic  fall ; 
With  an  honest  tear  in  each  glist'ning  eye, 

For  the  good  old  Father  of  all.       Mosnae  Dis. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
S  )ciety  was  held  on  Monday,  when  the  altered  rules  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned  till  the  12th 
iast.,  at  8  p.m.,  for  the  election  of  oflicers,  &c.  The 
meetings  following  the  one  on  the  12th  inst.  will  be  held 
at  nine  o'clock  instead  of  eight  during  the  summer. 
 >  »  »  »  <  

While  fishing  with  some  gentlemen,  on  Monday  last, 
in  some  private  water  belonging  to  Sir  J.  F.  Zeng,  in 
Devon,  Cornwall,  Mr.  James  Harris,  the  well-known 
sportsman,  of  the  Sausage  Grill  Restaurant,  8b.  John's- 
street-road,  Islington,  hooked  a  fine  bream,  scaling  nearly 
31b.,  which,  strange  to  say,  on  being  landed  was  found  to 
possess  two  complete  heads.  The  fish,  it  is  understood, 
will  be  preserved. 


I  NOTE  from  the  Bungay  "  Chaucer  "  A,8.  the  executive 
have  reduced  their  standard  for  jack  from  22in.  to  20in. 
I  am  Bwry  for  that;  but  no  matter,  they  are  still  2in. 
above  the  Thames  and  Lea  standard.  Of  course  these 
Norfolk  boys  know  best,  but  I  should  like  to  hear  of  the 
"  Chaucers  "  running  up  the  perch  to  Sin.  I  may  be  old- 
fashioned,  but  7in.  perch  are  not  much  credit  to  anybody. 
They  will  do  much  better  if  left  to  grow  larger. 


_  Mr.  Vernon,  of  Ilfraoombe,  says:  "  Since  writing  of 
ling  taken  off  pier  on  May  24,  on  May  25  two  were  taken 


by  Mr.  Aked,  22lb.  and  141b. ;  and  two  by  Mr.  Newberry, 
141b.  and  141b. ;  and  on  May  25  one  ling,  and  27th  one  ling 
(weight  unknown) — all  off  the  pier." 

 >  »»♦<  

I  HAD  a  grand  invite  to  go  and  see  the  'orse  race  at 
Epsom  last  Wednesday  from  "  Straw  Hat,"  who  is  a 
denizen  of  them  parts.  I  could  not  go.  I  told  him  so. 
Sure  enough,  as  I'm  a  sinner — I  asked  him  to  send  on  the 
winner.  This  is  his  reply  :  "  Sorry  can't  send  winner. 
Back  the  first  to  win  ;  and  the  second  and  third  for  places. 
Lay  against  all  the  reat."  Now,  if  this  stabeley  informa- 
tion had  come  jv^t  a  little  sooner,  there  would  have  been 
hundreds  of  thousands  who  would  have  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  it. 


There  are  many  funny  places  which  birds  (fathers  and 
mothers)  select  for  the  safe  rearing  of  their  progeny. 
Letterboxes — well,  I  can't  just  think  of  them  all.  But 
when  "  Straw  Hat  "  (of  Epsom)  got  quite  cross  with  me 
because  the  doctor  would  not  let  me  go  to  the  Derby,  he 
wound  up  his  plaintive  letter  with  the  following  :  "  It  you 
would  only  come,  I  could  send  you  bird  nesting  in  the 
front  garden.  There's  a  robin's  nest  in  the  lilac  tree, 
and  a  "  sparrer's  "  over  the  front  door  in  the  Jap  honey- 
suckle, and  there's  a  big  blue  bottle  shouting  the  odds  on 
"Flying  Fox"  all  round  the  room."  I  Let  him  fly  his 
fox— or  kite !  I  was  on  the  Frenchman.  Sorry  he  went 
down.] 

On  Thursday  evening  next  (June  8)  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorials  will  celebrate  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
Bridge  House  Hotel,  London  Bridge,  S.E.  Mr.  J.  Wood 
will  occupy  the  chair,  and  covers  will  be  lifted  at  6.30. 
The  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin)  will  feel  obliged  if 
gentlemen  will  make  returns  of  unsold  tickets  not  later 
than  Monday,  June  6. 

 >♦♦»<  

OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  42  (New  Series). 


MR.  J.  J.  HOBBS 
Is  a  member  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling 
Society.  Host  G.  H.  Shepherd  is  one  of  the  very  best  in 
London  (or  out  of  it)  for  keeping  a  club  together.  The 
B.B.'s  are  all  sportsmen.  _Mr.  Hobbs  is  one  of  the  best, 
and  a  recent  interview  with  him  elicited  the  following : 
"  I  am  no  relation  to  the  Liberator  Hobbs.  A  working 
member  of  the  Bermondsey  Bros.  A.S.  First  learned  the 
gentle  art  in  Lincolnshire,  using  Nottinghamshire  rods  and 
tackle.  Soon  altered  my  tactics  when  I  joined  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers.  I  find  the  "  pole"  far  in  advance 
for  roaching.  I  get  nearly  all  my  fish  from  the  bank. 
Have  won  the  first  gross  prize  this  last  season,  having 
weighed-in  2531b. ;  heaviest  one  day's  catch,  661b.  of  bream, 
from  the  river  Ouse,  in  company  with  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp,  of 
of  the  New  Albions  (441b.  bream  same  place) ;  heaviest 
one  day's  catch  of  roach,  251b.  Also  three  roach  from  one 
swim  at  Amberley,  the  three  weighing  41b.  4Joz.  Seldom 
ever  jack  fish  ;  prefer  roaching  and  bream  fishing.  Known 
to  many  anglers  as  the  '  shrimp  man,'  because  when  I 
get  among  the  '  cats  '  or  small  fry  I  usually  shout  along 
the  bank  'fine  large,  shrimps.'  I  generally  make  myself 
at  home  in  any  company ;  can  sing  a  song  or  tell  a  good 
tale,  like  all  other  anglers— but  nearly  always  tell  the 
truth  (?)." 


A  large  and  distinguished  company  assembled  in  the 
gardens  of  the  Old  Crown  Hotel,  Slough,  on  May  24,  to 
celebrate  the  Queen's  80th  birthday.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ball,  the  genial  host  and  hostess,  spared  no  expense  to 
make  the  gathering  in  every  way  a  pleasant  one.  Marquees 
were  erected  round  the  lawn,  and  the  grounds  were 
beautifully  decorated  with  hundreds  of  green  lamps.  The 
effect  was  most  pleasing,  and  called  forth  expressions  of 
admiration  on  all  sides.  A  string  hand  was  in  attendance, 
and  dancing  was  kept  up  to  a  late  hour.  Hearty  cheers 
were  given  for  Her  Majesty,  and  we  hope  that  the  energetic 
proprietor  of  the  Old  Crown  will,  during  the  season, 
repeat  the  display. 

"  Beauty  draws  us  with  a  single  hair,"  and  it  may  be 
dyed  hair  at  that. 


Mr.  Rolt  writes ;  "  Dear  '  Drag,'— I  think  it  is  such  an 
unusual,  if  not  extraordinary,  occurrence  for  a  halt-grown 
rabbit  to  take  to  the  water  to  escape  its  would-be  captors, 
that  I  send  you  the  following  account  of  what  two  of  the 
members  of  our  Wimbledon  Society  saw  in  Richmond  Park 
the  other  day.  I  may  add  that  the  two  gentlemen  in 
question,  although  they  are  anglers,  are  absolute  truth 
tellers.  They  were  making  a  tour  round  the  Penn  ponds, 
probably  with  the  view  of  locating  some  of  the  big  carp 
there  for  future  guidance,  and  seeing  a  commotion  amongst 
the  sedges,  went  close  to  the  water  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  the  disturbance.  They  had  a  small  terrier  with  them, 
and  the  barking  of  this  and  the  noise  of  the  anglers  afore- 
said, drove  the  rabbit  from  its  shelter.  It  at  once,  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  onlookers,  took  to  the  water,  and 
swam  off  in  '  jumps,'  as  one  of  my  informants  put  it, 
towards  the  middle  of  the  lake.  After  proceeding  for  a 
hundred  yards  it  became  exhausted,  and  sank  to  rise  no 
more.  The  rabbit  was  not  an  old  hand,  otherwise  it  would 
have  known  better  than  to  have  leapt  from  out  of  the  frjiog- 
pan  into  the  fire.  If  any  further  confirmation  is  required 
of  the  adventure,  a  gentleman,  not  a  fisherman,  who  also 
witnessed  the  occurrence  can  testify  an  oath  to  the  correct- 
ness of  all  I  have  written." 


Messrs.  Evebard  Ripley,  and  Co.,  of  Richmond, 
writes;  "Mr.  D.  Matthews,  of  Richmond,  while  fishing 
with  George  Rosewell,  near  Chertsey,  on  Saturday  last, 
landed  a  fine  trout  of  S^lb.,  which  has  been  entmsted  to 
us  for  preservation." 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  attractions  have  received  a 
powerful  addition  in  Alvantee.  His  unique  "  Slide  for 
life,"  i.e.,  from  the  roof  to  the  stage,  is  a  very  daring 
feat,  and  his  climbing  the  wire  set  at  an  angle  of  65  degrees 
would  make  any  steeplejack  envious.  The  chess  congress 
in  St.  Stephen's  Great  Hall  continues  daily  until  July. 
All  the  champions  are  competing,  and  the  event  is  the 
most  important  gathering  in  the  chess  world  for  a 
generation. 

 >»♦■»<  

Don't  blame  me,  it's  them  comps.  again.  In  last 
week's  -F.  0.  the  name  of  the  Derby  winner  was  omitted 
(crowded  out),  but  still,  I  can  only  make  up  the  omission 
by  publishing  my  copper  bottomed  tip  to-day.  Flying 
Fox,  and  at  the  same  time  venture  to  express  my 
sympithy,  and,  I  am  sure,  that  of  all  my  readers,  to  M. 
Jaques  de  Bremond  for  the  misfortune  that  befell  his  good 
horse  Holocauste.  The  more  friendly  international 
struggles  of  this  kind  we  have,  the  better,  and  no  good 
sportsman  will  fail  to  share  with  M.  de  Bremond  the 
regret  his  cruel  ill-luck  must  have  caused  him  and  his 
country  "  La  Belle  France." 


The  sea  serpent  is  rampant.  That  is,  it  is  on  the 
rampage.  Is  it  the  big  gooseberry  season,  or  silly  season  ? 
"  Dear  '  Drag,,' — Can  you  tell  me  whether  the  recent  sea 
serpent,  Morocco  Bound,  was  a  cetacian  or  crustacean  ?  " 
Send  it  on,  friend  ;  send  it  on.  Or  cut  a  piece  out  of  the 
middle,  and  put  it  in  paraffia.  I  can  then  tell  you  if  it 
will  burn.  Fact  is,  what  has  been  mistaken  for  the 
"  sarpent "  was  the  big  liner  which  had  run  aground.  _  It 
appears  that  during  the  night  an  extraordinarily  high  tide 
floated  the  ship ;  and  having  no  pilot  on  board,  it  just 
"  rolled  "  at  its  own  sweet  will,  and  was  duly  announced 
as  the  sea  serpent !   See  ? 


"  The  Dried  'un"  (I  mean  Hon.  Sec.  Dryden  of  the 
Greenwich  A.  S.)  and  "  City  Marshall"  have  summoned 
"  Drag  "  to  appear  at  the  festive  board  on  the  occasion  of 
the  loth  annual  dinner  at  the  Morden  Arms  on  June  7. 
President  G.  H.  Dowsett  will  take  the  chair.  Would  that 
I  could  say  :  "  Yes  ;  I  will  taste  your  Greenvrioh  blend  of 
whitebait !  "  But  no  ;  my  doctor  is  inexorable.  He  says  : 
"You  just  wait  until  I  have  done  with  yon  ;  then  you  can 
go  where  you  like."  AU  the  same,  I  wish  the  Greenwich 
sportsmen  a  happy  and  pleasant  evening  ! 

)  »  »  *  € 

Having  a  little  business  to  transaot  with  Mr.  Ritchie 
(managing  director  of  the  Royal  Aquarium),  I  strolled  in 
one  evening  just  in  time  to  see  the  "Great  Fight" 
between  Tom  Sharkey  and  Kid  McCoy.  That  is  to  say, 
by  the  aid  of  the  cinematograph,  we  "  fought  our  battles 
o'er  again."  Without  a  doubt  it  is  a  sight  worth  seeing. 
I  think  it  is  called  the  "  noble  "  art ;  not  the  peaceful  art- 
Yet  some  people  persist  in  using  the  words  "  noble  "  and 
"peaceful"  with  regard  to  angling!  Perhaps  they  are 
right ;  angling  is  both  noble  and  peaceful. 


The  doctor  says :  "  If  the  weather  continues  as  at 
present — warm  and  balmy — I  may  attend  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  A.S.  on  Monday, 
June  6.  But,"  he  continues,  "  I  am  coming  with  you  !  " 
Dear,  dear  ;  can  I  not  go  out  without  a  keeper  ?  Get  the 
soup  ready,  an'  all,  an'  all ;  for  I'm  gone  on  soup  ! 

 >»♦•»<  

That  veteran  B.S.A.  (W.  Bennett,  of  the  Cook  Tavern) 
was  telling  me  that  he  had  recently  been  trying  to  catch 
fish  off  the  Goodwin  Sands.  Having  no  luck,  he  weighed 
anchor  and  sailed  to  other  quarters,  where  he  caught 
"lots  of  Bass."  "Where  did  you  catch  them  ? "  I 
inquired.  "  Why,  in  the  refreshment  buffet  at  the  rail- 
way station !  "  Dragnet. 
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KINGMALCOM&CO. 

Practical  Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

WADING  TROUSERS,  wear 
guaranteed,  35s. 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

WADING  TROUSERS, 
45s. 

Inventors  of  the  famous  Tanned  Angola  Waders, 
guaranteed  to  stand  thorns  and  friction  better  than 
any  other  material.  Our  Waders  never  split  at  the 
fork,  therefore  require  no  leather. 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 
wear  guaranteed,  I8s.  6d. 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 
25s. 

"  The  latter  are  strongly  recommended  for  hard 
wear." — Land  and  Water,  Feb.  10,  1894. 

COMBINATION  WADING 
BOOTS,  50s. 

Sezid  for  Ca,-ta.losti.e- 

^ctual  Makers  and  Inventors. 

sons  CONCOURS. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLO  AT  11^  G  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tiod  by  Holland." 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS. 

SycIs.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1-  each,  10  -  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 


from  2/5 
„  12  6 
»  7- 
5  6 
„    9  6 


ASH  bottom:  EODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted 
HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING 
TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish  .... 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  
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WESTMEATH  LAKES  AND  RIVERS. 
LIMERICK  DISTRICT. 
Extracts  from  fourteenth  annual  report  by  tlie  assistant 
Eecretary  on  the  Pish  Preservation  Society's  efforts  in 
connecti  n  with  Loughs  Derravaragh,  Owel,  and 
Ennell,  rivers  Inny  and  Brosna,  and  their  several 
tributaries,  in  the  counties  of  Westmeath  and  Long- 
ford, during  the  season  cf  1898-9. 

"Fourteen  years  of  fxistence  ia  some  indication  of  i  h  5 
continued  v.tality  of  the  Westmeath  Lakes  Fish  Preserva- 
tion Society.  Before  it  was  a  year  old,  it  was  grudgingly 
promised  only  a  year  to  live,  but,  strange  to  say,  all  the 
prophesies  about  it  in  this  direction  have  proved  unreliable, 
to  say  the  least  of  them,  and  I  will  only  add  that  if  I  could 
spare  more  time  from  my  ordinary  duties,  it  would  be  in 
much  more  vigorous  health  to-day. 

"  Having  regard  to  most  unpropitious  weather  for  the 
past  three  or  four  years,  the  fishing  on  the  Westmeath 
Lakes  has  proved  anything  but  satisfactory.  Many  people 
Hscribe  it  to  other  causes — notably  to  scarcity  of  trout. 
This,  I  contend,  cannot  possibly  be  the  case,  as  the  rush 
of  spawning  fish  into  the  rivers  in  the  close  time  is  more 
abundant  than  ever.  Again,  one  has  only  to  watch  the 
surface  of  any  of  the  lakes  on  a  calm  evening  to  see  that 
they  teem  with  fish,  while  most  of  the  lake  tributaries 
cjntain  thousands  and  thousands  of  fry  and  yearling  trout, 
as  well  as  others  of  an  older  type.  I  make  these  state- 
ments from  my  own  experience  and  actual  observation. 

"  Last  summer  your  committee,  bearing  a  good  deal 
said  in  favour  of  rainbow  trout  (Salmti  iV/ Jews),  came  to 
the  conclusion  of  introducing  them  into  the  lakes  as  an 
experiment,  independent  of  the  general  fund.  I  was 
enabled,  with  some  difficulty,  to  collect  sufficient  to  pur- 
chase 1000  yearling  fry,  and  your  committee  considered  it 
advisable  to  turn  them  all  into  Lough  Owel,  and  as  these 
fish  are  supposed  to  be  of  a  migratory  nature,  this  lake 
was  selected  as  tlie  most  suitable  for  them. 

"  Accoi'dingly,  on  Cci.  12  last,  the  fish  arrived  by  train 
from  the  hatcheries  in  the  County  Louth,  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Armistead,  from  whom  they  were 
purchased,  aud  we  put  them  into  the  lake  in  the  best  and 
most  suitable  jlices,  and  as  far  away  from  the  usual 
known  haunts  of  pike  as  poscible.  They  were  splendid 
lively  little  fellows,  with  their  beautiful  iridescent  hues, 
and  not  a  single  one  died  on  the  journey. 

"  Mr.  Brinsley  Marlay,  D.L.,  of  Belvedere,  most 
generously  sent  me  a  cheque  to  purchase  500  similar  fry 
tor  Lough  Ennell,  and  these  I  had  put  into  the  lake  on 
Bime  day  (Oct.  12)  by  his  manager,  Mr.  Hay,  who  also 
reported  not  one  lost  in  transit. 

"  If  these  fish  become  taturalised  to  the  lakes,  as  Mr. 
Armistead  assures  me  they  will,  they  will,  it  appears,  grow 
lapidly  and  rise  freely.  They  are  reported  to  be  veiy 
sportive  fish  and  capital  for  table.  It  is  requested  that  if 
any  are  taken  this  sfason  they  will  be  immediately 
returned  to  the  water,  and  the  matter  reported  either  to 
Major  Grant  or  myself,  and  for  which  we  will  be  extremely 
tbankful. 

''The  names  of  the  subscribers  to  the  fund  for  intro- 
ducing rainbow  trout  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  the 
report,  as  also  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture. Special  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Robert  Gardner  (of 
the  firm  of  Craig,  Gardner,  and  Co.)  for  his  liberal  sup- 
port in  the  matter. 

"  I  am  much  afraid  that  so  long  as  nets  are  tolerated  on 
Lough  Bnnel,  so  long  also  will  our  efforts  to  improve  the 
fishing  be  seriously  hampered.  I  do  not  refer  in  this 
instance  to  the  shoit  shallow  nets,  which  are  ic variably 
set  in  the  light  water  for  pike  during  the  months  of 
February  and  Maich,  and  which  would  hardly  take  one 
trout  every  ten  years,  but  I  refer  expressly  to  those 
immense  long  nets  made  of  the  strongest  and  finest  twine, 
and  which  in  the  hands  of  skilful  aid  experienced  poachers 
ujust  be  very  deslractive  to  the  lake  trout. 

"  On  March  31  last  I  saw  one  of  these  nets  drying  on  an 
island.  It  was  oirefully  wound  round  the  trunks  of  some 
trees,  and  if  there  was  only  one  band  cord  on  net,  it  must 
have  been  over  200yds.  in  length.  All  the  bays  in  which 
trout  are  particularly  fond  of  feeding  previous  to  and 
during  the  Green  Drake  time,  can  be  cleanly  swept  of 
their  contents  by  such  a  net  as  this. 

"  You  will  naturally  Fay — Why  not  apply  to  the 
inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheri' s  to  prohibit  the  use  of  nets 
on  Lough  Ennell  and  Derravaragh  as  well  as  Lough 
Owel  ?  To  which  I  reply  that  in  memorialising  for  an 
inquiry  you  must  be  prepared  with  evidence  of  an  expert 
nature  in  order  to  prove  your  case,  and  the  parties  who 
are  most  interested  are  very  slow  to  render  any 
assistance  when  the  time  comes.  Not  one  of 
the  professional  fishermen  would  give  the  slightest 
help,  and  apart  from  all  this  there  is  much  expense 
attached  to  these  functions.  There  is  very  little  public 
spirit  ever  manifested  in  carrying  such  things  to  a  success- 
ful issue  ;  it  is  invariably  expected  that  everything  of  the 
kind  should  be  of  spontaneous  growth,  or  come  as  a  matter 
of  coursa.  Fish  are  wanted  in  plenty,  but  they  cannot 
visibly  increase  when  poachers  are  about,  and  therefore 
trouble  and  expense  must  necessarily  be  incurred  if  they 
are  to  be  protected  or  preserved. 

"  I  visited  many  of  the  spawning  streams  during  the 
past  close  season  and  found  them  thoroughly  well  stocked 
with  trout  and  beds — notably  the  Dysart  river  (Lough 
Ennell),  the  Moneen  snd  Gaine  rivers  (Lough  Derra- 
varagh), all  the  tributaries  of  Lough  Owel,  and  the  Clon- 
more  river,  in  the  Float  district  of  the  Inny  ;  and  if,  after 
all  the  trout  which  ascend  these  streams  year  after  year, 
and  the  enormous  quantity  of  ova  deposited,  if,  1  say,  after 
nil  this  we  have  not  an  abundant  supply,  it  is  then  not  in 
the  power  of  man  to  improve  matters.  But  I  assert  that 
the  fish  are  there,  only  you  need  not  expect  to  make 
huHkctB  while  you  have  easterly  breenes  and  da/,zling  sun  ; 
litither  can  jou  look  for  fuccess  in  very  stormy  weillier  or 


in  comparative  calm,  and  you  all  very  well  know  that  of 
late  years  we  have  experienced  a  large  share  of  each  and 
all,  of  these  jarring  elements  so  disastrous  to  successful 
angling. 

"  Most  anglers  do  not  know  that  there  are  splendid  char 
in  Lough  Owel,  but  the  tioie  they  take  best  is  in  the 
months  <  f  July  and  August ;  they  can  be  taken  on  spoons 
and  artificial  baits  such  as  Devons,  phantoms,  miunows, 
&o.  Lough  Owel  literally  swarms  "With  char,  and  they  can 
often  be  seen  in  shoals  feeding  or  rippling  the  surface,  but 
they  do  not  take  any  bait  freely  as  a  rule,  and  in  fact  very 
little  attention  is  paid  to  this  class  of  angling. 

"  Since  our  annual  general  meeting  on  May  11,  1898,  we 
have  only  had  one  other,  namely,  that  convened  for  the 
contideration  of  the  question  of  introducing  rainbow  trout 
into  the  lakes,  and  at  which  only  five  members  attended. 
Tie  society  happily  saddles  nearly  all  its  work  on  the 
shoulders  of  its  hon.  secretaries,  and  it  U,  therefore,  to  be 
confidently  hoped,  should  we  not  sucsecd  in  giving  uniform 
satisfaction  in  the  carrying  out  of  our  duties,  that  we  will 
not  be  too  severely  criticised,  as  we  can  safely  say  we  did 
our  best. 

"  There  is  certainly  ro  use  in  going  to  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  calling  meetings  at  which  the  members  will  not 
put  in  an  appearance. 

' '  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  as  usual  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  gave  us  splendid  assistance,  both  hy 
night  and  day,  during  the  past  season,  but  I  am  forced  to 
admit  that  there  are  a  few  fish  poachers  who  appear  to  be 
able  to  baffle  the  combined  vigilance  of  both  police  and 
water  bailiffs.  However,  we  may  be  able  to  come  to  close 
quarters  with  these  gentry  before  the  current  season 
pasPEB  over. 

"  I  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  society  that  the 
two  boats  which  were  purcbasea  second-hand  for  the  water 
bailiffs  on  Loughs  Owel  and  Ennell  have  broken  up,  and  I 
have  been  obliged  for  the  past  year  to  supply  them  with 
the  use  of  my  own  toats.  Some  years  aeo,  owing  to  the 
genercsity  of  Miss  E.  T.  Reynell,  of  Killynon,  I  was 
enabled  t)  buy  a  new  boat  tor  the  Derravaragh  water 
bailiff,  but  it  has  also  worn  out,  and  I  have  again  been  in 
a  position,  through  Miss  Reynell's  kindness,  and  ably 
helped  by  Mr.  Meredith  Johnston's  assistance,  to  have  a 
very  fine  new  boat  built  for  this  service. 

"  I  cinnot  close  my  report  without  referring  in  the  most 
regretful  terms  to  the  demise  of  one  of  our  most  respected 
members  (the  late  Major  Aubrey  Vere  O'Brien,  R.M.).  I 
am  quite  certain  that  every  member  of  the  society  who 
knew  him  experienced  the  most  sincere  grief  at  the  sad 
intelligence,  and  the  deepest  sympathy  for  Mrs.  Vere. 
O'Brien  in  her  bereavement. — I  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  obedient  servant,  "  W.  J.  Thomas. 

"  MuUingar,  May  11,  1899." 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


THE  LATE  MR.  EDWARD  FOREMAN. 

The  piscatorial  salo7i  on  Monday  evening  was  turned 
into  a  house  of  mourning,  for,  far  o'ershadowicg  all  else  of 
import,  cime  the  sorrowful  and  somewhat  unexpected 
news  that  the  society's  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Edward  Fore- 
man, had  passed  away  on  the  previous  Saturday  evening. 
For  several  months  past  the  deceased  gentleman  had  been 
ailing  with  kidney  and  heart  trouble,  but  when  ia  the 
beginning  of  January  he  took  his  accustomed  place  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  society  he  was  able  to  attend,  it  was 
confidently  hoped  that  with  the  approach  of  spring  and 
summer  he  would  be  fully  restored  to  his  former  health 
and  vigour.  But  it  was  willed  otherwise.  On  Friday 
morning  he  suffered  a  relapse,  became  urconscious,  and 
died  peacefully  on  Saturday. 

The  late  Mr.  Foreman  was  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  the  Piscitoiial  Society.  As  long  ago  as  September, 
18/9,  Dr.  Coates  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  (still  happily 
amongst  us)  proposed  and  seconded  his  name  for  member- 
ship. He  speedily  made  fiiends,  and  from  the  time  he 
first  identiied  himstlf  with  the  society  he  has  ever  taken 
the  warmest  interest  in  it)  success  and  prosperity.  His 
naturally  cheerful  disposition  always  stood  him  in  good 
stead.  He  was  a  great  favourite  with  all  with  whom  he 
oa.me  into  contact,  and  as  a  genial  companion  (using  the 
word  in  its  best  and  highest  sense)  he  had  few  equals.  In 
his  cipaoity  of  hon.  treasurer  he  exercised  consummate 
tact  and  discretion,  whilst  as  a  chairman  he  had  the 
capability  of  combining  the  suavHer  in  modo  with  the 
fortiier  in  re  in  a  manner  many  might  well  envy.  His 
very  presence  was  a  guarantee  that  business  would  be 
rapidly  and  pleasantly  carried  through,  and  that  the  best 
of  order  would  be  maintained.  Almost  his  very 
last  offic'al  act  was  to  sign  the  lease  or  the 
new  water  at  Uxbridge,  in  the  procuration  of 
which  he,  with  Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell,  took  such  an 
active  part.  He  was,  in  very  truth,  a  man  of  men,  and 
every  meoiber  who  knew  him  (and  few  there  were  who  did 
not)  will  sadly  miss  his  bright  companionship  and  the 
invariable  courtesy  and  affability  displayed  to  all.  Those 
who  were  acquainted  with  and  respected  him  as  a  member 
only  have  lost  a  true  and  staunch  angling  comrade ;  whilst 
the  majority,  who  were  proud  to  be  able  to  cill  him 
their  friend,  will  long  grieve  for  one  for  whom  they  had  an 
^  almost  brotherly  affection.  The  society's  museum  bears 
ample  testimony  of  the  late  gentleman's  skill  as  an  angler. 
The  cast  of  a  371b.  salmon  from  the  Tay,  preserved  bream 
of  61b.  4oz.,  and  Itchen  grayling  of  21b.  12oz.,  show  that 
he  Iwas  as  successful  with  the  rod  and  line  as  be  was  in 
making  friends.  He  loved  fishing  for  its  own  sike,  and 
none  the  less  for  the  opportunities  it  afforded  him  of  spend- 
ing happy  days  with  those  who  were  privileged  to  be  his 
companions  upon  the  fishing  expeditions  he  was  wont  to 
make  during  the  season.  His  face  will  be  seen  no  more  at 
the  weekly  meetings,  but  as  long  as  the  Piscatorial  Society 
exists  his  memory  will  remain  green,  and  his  name  be 


revered  and  honoured  by  the  large  body  of  members  who 
feel  that  by  his  unfortunate  demise  they  have  had  taken 
from-thear  -ranka  fb  rare-  sportsman,  and,-  abtJTB  alt,'  a, 

thorough  English  (wntleman.  -   

Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown  twk  the  chiiir  at  Monday's  meet- 
ing, and  stated  that  it  was  his  srrrowful  duty  to  announce 
the  death  of  their  dear  old  friend,  Mr.  Edward  Foreman. 
He  mentioned  that  an  unanimous  decision  had  been 
arrived  at  to  forward  a  handsome  wreath  to  the  funeral, 
which  had  been  fixed  for  Thursday,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  have  a  painting  in  oil  made  of  lum,  to  place  inihe salon', 
this  latter  in  memory  of  one  who  had  done  so  much  for  the 
society  during  the  long  period  of  twenty  years  he  had  been 
connected  with  it.  Mr.  Brown  went  on  to  say  that  the 
deceased  was  so  well  known  to  them  all,  and  his  qualities 
were  so  highly  appreciated  and  valued,  that  few  words 
were  needed  from  him  to  emphasise  the  almost  irreparable 
loEs  one  and  all  "had  sustained.  He  (the  speaker)  took 
possession  of  the  chair  that  evening  beciuse  he  was  the 
oldest  member  in  the  room.  He  had  seen  many  men  come 
and  go  in  the  Piscatorial  Society,  but  he  certainly  never 
knew  any  ofEcial  hold  the  post  of  hon.  treasurer  for  so 
many  years  Mr.  Foreman  had  done  with  such  kindness, 
good  nature,  and  geniality.  When  their  late  comrade  had 
taken  the  chair,  sometimes  in  periods  of  considerable 
difficulty,  the  minority  could  always  count  upon  getting 
just  as  kind  a  "  nay  "  from  him  as  the  majority  a  courteous 
■'yea."  He  was  always  the  same,  and  he  (Mr.  Brown) 
took  it  that  they  never  wanted  anything  better  from 
Edward  Foreman  than  that  he  should  be  Edward  Fore- 
man himself.  He  was,  in  short,  the  most  kindly, 
generous,  and  well  disposed  gentleman  he  had  ever  met 
in  the  course  of  his  life.  Mr.  H.  Harden  also  spoke  a  few 
feeling  words,  saying,  that  in  Mr.  Foreman  he,  iiersonally,. 
had  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  the  dearest  friends  he  had 
ever  had.  During  the  last  twenty  years  they  had  had 
together  many  pleasant  excursions,  and  none  could  feel 
more  keenly  than  the  speaker  the  keen  grief  his  death  had 
caused.  Mr.  H.  Neville  Campbell,  who  was  unable  to  be 
present,  wrote  conveying  his  sympathy  and  condolencea 
with  Mrs.  E.  Foreman  and  the  family  in  their  bereave- 
ment. It  was  decided  that  Mr.  H.  Harden  and  Mr. 
Frank  Ward  should  attend  the  funeral  as  representing  the 
society.  The  meeting  then  adjourned,  no  business  being- 
transacted,  out  of  respect  for  the  deceased  gentleman. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  attba 
Holborn  Restaurant  on  Wednesday,  May  31,  at  8pm.,. 
Mr.  H.  Edwards  in  the  chair.  Two  interestirg  letters 
were  read  from  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  (Eastbourne)  and  Mr. 
G.  Read  Clarke  (Brighton).  Mr.  Handley  reported  a 
phenomenal  capture  of  green  crabs  and  a  few  plaice  cff 
Southend. 

The  hon.  secretary  reported  the  death  of  Mr.  Edward 
Foreman,  cne  of  our  members,  and  by  the  proposition  of- 
the  chair  a  very  hearty  and  deep  felt  vote  of  condolence 
was  passed,  and  the  hon.  sec  was  requested  to  convey  the 
same  to  his  widow. 

Mr.  G.  Saville  reported  the  likelihood  of  sport  at 
Walton-on-the  Naze. 

Mr.  Handley  spoke  on  the  subject  of  bass  fishing  off 
Clacton  Pier.  Mr.  Saville  suggested  that  the  bxss  at  this 
station  refused  to  take  any  bait  of  which  he  was  aware. 
Mr.  S  iville  spoke  of  paraffin  wax  as  a  dressing  for  linesy 
and  mentioned  that  he  had  a  plaited  silk  line  over  four 
years'  old,  which  he  had  used  constantly  without  washing, 
and  it  was  still  as  good  as  the  day  as  that  upon  which  Le 
rolled  it  on  the  winch.  Mr.  Handley  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  same  dressing.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
closed  the  meeting.  Charles  S.  Patterson 

^Hon.  Sec). 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  committee  beg  to  announce  that  a  competition  has 
been  arranged  for  members,  in  the  Central  waters  only,  at 
Pulborough,  on  June  18,  for  the  20-gninei  cup,  kindly 
presentid  by  Walter  Emdtn,  Esq.,  J. P.,  L.C.C.,  and  a 
large  1  uaiber  of  other  prizes  will  ba  offered  in  addition. 
It  is  hoped  that  societies  will  if  possible  arrange  a  club 
outing  on  this  dite,  and  endeavour  to  persuade  every 
membtr  to  purchase  a  ticket.  Enl-rance  fee.  Is.,  proceeds 
of  which  will  be  handed  to  ths  Queen's  Jubilee  Nurses' 
Fund  in  recogniti  n  of  their  noble  work  in  assisting  the 
deserving  poor  during  sickness,  and  inaccordanca  with  the 
wish  of  the  donor  of  the  cup.  The  possession  of  the 
cup  is  to  be  decided  by  two  competitions,  and  in  connect  ijn. 
with  the  second  one,  W.  H.  Elsmore,  Esq.,  vice-president, 
has  presented  a  valuable  cup  as  a  special  prize.  The. 
winners  in  the  first  and  second  matches  to  compete  in  a 
third  for  the  actual  possession  of  the  two  cups.  The  first 
winner  may  exhibit  the  cup  at  his  clubhouss  if  so  desired^ 
providing  a  satisfactory  guarantee  is  given  to  the  committee 
for  its  sife  return  when  asked  for. 

C,  Priter-road,  S.E.  W.  J.  Wade,  Secretary. 

The  following  is  a  preliminary  list  of  prizes :  Mr.  Walter 
Bmden,  J. P.,  L.C.C.,  silver  cup;  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore, 
silver  cup  ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Thurston,  prize,  value  £1  lis.  6.d.  j 
Mr.  J.  W.  Simpson,  three  prizes,  £1  Is.  each  ;  Mr.  W. 
Fordree,  framed  picture  (Pegged-down  Match) ;  Messrs. 
Greenlees  Brothers,  case  Claymore  whiskey  ;  Mr.  J.  Vian, 
case  Scotch  whiskey  ;  Mr.  A.  Eldridge,  roach  rod,  value 
£3  2s. ;  ditto,  three  bottles  Scotch  whiskey  ;  Messrs.  F.  J.' 
Williams  and  Co.,  roach  rod ;  Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co., 
£1  Is.  jick  rod;  Mr.  J.  Poole,  IO3.  Gd. ;  Mr.  J.  Gold, 
prize ;  Messrs.  J.  Peek  and  Son,  winch ;  Blackf  riars  Angling 
Society,  £1  Is;  St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  £1  Is.; 
Mr.  G.  H.  Jennings,  £1  Is. ;  Mr.  Stillwell,  half  gallon  of 
whiskey;   Mrs.  Sturgess,  lOs.  Cd. ;  Mr.  Nash,  a  prize; 


JlPNE  3,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


397 


I.  Lpvien.  pair  of  vases;  W.  Stone,  lOs.  63.;  J.  Nunn 
;  Wfist  London  A  C,  10a.  6d._;  S  mth  Bermondsey 
uatbruls,  Ids.  6d.;  Ye  Olde  CUpham  Eovers  A.S., 
s!fe3. Peck  ham  Br  is.  AS  ,  lOa.  6d.  ;  Amicable  Bros., 

lOi.  6d  ;  Great  Northern  Bros.  A  S.,  roach  toI;  Amioable 

WaltonuDS  A.S^,  marble  clock  ;  Mr.  W.  StifEord,  a  prize  ; 

Mr.  F.  Sorge,  a  priao ;  Mr."  J.  Smith,  a  prizo ;  Mr.  G. 

Greg,  a  prize-;  Mr.  0.  A.  Medoalf,  a  prize;  Mr.  W.  J. 

Wade,  a  prize  ;  Mr.  H.  Holder,  a  prize  ;  Mr.  C.  Fletcher, 

a  prize;   Mr.  J.  Kervell,  a  prize;  Mr.  Burkett,  101b. 

joint  of  beef;  Clapham  StroUers  A.  S.,  guinea  rod ;  Mr. 

E.  A.  Down,  10b.  6d. ;  Mr.  H.  Crowther,  5s. ;  Mr.  H. 

Stanley,  os.  ~     -  ^  


GORTNORABBEY  HOTEL.  : 
Mb.  George  Fltnn,  proprietor  of  the  Imperial  and 
Eoyal  Hotels,  Ballina  has  made  a  very  snccessfal  bnEiness 
stroke  in  the  acqaisition  of  the  above  hotel,  and  one 
which,  from  the  tourist  point  of  view  especially,  cannot 
help  bringing  bim,  we  anticipate,  many  additional  patrons. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  picturesque  or 
sequestered  spot  than  where  the  hotel— in  olden  days  the 
res  dence  of  the  Ormsby  family — stands.  Situate  on  the 
shore  of  Lough  Conn,  and  nestling  amid  a  wealth  of 
ancient  timber  now  giving  forth  its  many  shaded  foliage, 
it  may  be  truly  said  that  nature  has  endowed  it  with  all 
the  charms  that  contribute  to  give  us  one  of  her  fairest 
settings  ;  and  what  is  wanting  in  other  respects  the  enter- 
prise of  Mr.  Flynn  may  be  trusted  to  supply.  Even 
within  the  short  time  he  has  become,  on  lease,  the  tenant 
of  the  place  he  has  done  wonders.  He  has  renovated  the 
house  from  floor  to  attic,  introduced  a  splendid  water 
supply  of  the  finest  spring,  and  re-modelled  the  sinicary 
arrangements  to  bring  them  in  touch  with  the  most 
modern  principals.  The  bedrooms,  eleven  in  number,  are 
fumiched  nith  ash  suites,  and,  what  is  of  more  importance, 
are  swept  by  a  current  of  the  purest  air,  while  the  dining- 
room  and  the  drawing-room  are  two  nobly  proportioned 
apartments,  and  commmd  magnificent  views  of  lake  and 
mountain  scenery.  They  have  been  fitted  up  in  luxurious 
style,  regardless  of  cost.  Those  who  wish  and  have  the 
means  to  escape  for  a  brief  period  from  the  toil  and  worry 
inseparable  from  the  restless  age  in  which  we  live,  could 
do  no  better  than  pay  Gortnorabbey  a  visit  They  will 
find  there  all  the  comforts  of  a  first-class  hotel,  combined 
with  every  courtesy  and  attention.  The  hotel  is  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  one  of  the  best  fishing  casts  in  the  lake, 
and  for  the  pleasures  of  those  who  follow  the  "  gentle  art " 
Mr.  Flynn  has  had  a  number  of  boats  specially  made  to 
his  order  by  Ryan,  the  famous  boat  builder,  of  Moyne, 
which  are  let  to  visitors  on  exceptionally  reasonable  terms. 
Then,  too,  excellent  pheasant,  woodcock,  and  rabbit  shoot- 
ing (specially  reserved)  are  to  be  had,  and  to  fill  up  the 
sam  ot  human  happiness  in  this  lovely  region,  golf  links 
have  been  laid  down,  and  a  fine  tennis  ground  is  in  course 
of  completion.  The  hotel  has  very  good  postal  and  tele- 
graphic facilities,  being  within  seven  or  eight  minutes 
reach  of  Crossmolina  post  office,  from  which  there  are  two 
deliveries  of  the  mails  each  day,  and  free  delivery  of  tele- 
grams. We  have  indicated  merely  in  a  rough  way  the 
many  attractions  which  cannot  fail  to  commend  the  hotel 
to  the  notice  of  toutists,  who,  we  may  add,  will  have  also 
the  exclu-ive  privilege  of  fishing  on  the  non-tidal  portions 
of  the  river  Moy  which  Mr.  Flynn  has  rented  from  the 
Moy  Fishery  Company. — From  the  Western  People, 


J^otes  from  t1)e  Boxtf^. 

June  is  not  a  brisk  salmon  angling  month,  but  this  year 
promises  to  belie  its  character  in  this  respect.  In  fact, 
the  fish  which  should  have  been  in  the  pools  in  April  are 
only  now  c  ming  into  the  streams  in  force,  and  this  season 
June  aud  probably  July  will  in  a  measure  redeem  many 
blanks  made  by  the  late  spring — the  worst  spring  on 
recjrd.  ___ 

The  temperature  of  the  water  has  been  all  along  too 
low.  It  is  still  very  cold  wading,  and  patches  of  snow  are 
^uite  common  on  the  near  hills. 

Thisre  will  be  salmon  fishing  galore  on  the  Dee,  Don 
(not  to  be  much  depended  on),  the  Spey,  Deveron,  Ness, 
and  kindred  streams  all  the  summer  through,  and  which 
may  be  picked  up  for  an  old  song,  as  salmon  fishings  go 
nowadays.  We  could  not  hive  given  the  same  advice  for 
Jane,  at  least,  ^ith  anything  like  the  same  assurance  of 
sport  during  the  past  decade. 

Berry  (Banchory)^  .Smith  (Feughside,  Banchory), 
SiUidisop  (Aboyne),  McDonald  (Braemar),  have  all  really 
good  salmon  and  grilse  waters  at  their  disposal,  and  will 
n»»ke  easy  arrangements  with  anyone  on  the  look  out  for 
a  cast  on  the  Dee.   

'Mr.  Mather,  who  la  attached  to  the  Mnsshi  Abdul 
Karim,  fl«r  Majesty's  Indian  Secretary,  is  an  ardent 
■tmfler.  Within  an  hour  of  his  arrival  at  the  Castle,  on 
-fir^t'irday,  he  had  out  bis  rod,  and  was  fast  into  a  beauty, 
of  81b.   

One  of  Mr.  Drummond's  guests  lost  a  very  fine  fish  at 
the  Bridge  of  Potarch,  on  Saturday,  on  the  B<tllogie  Dee 
water,  aft^r  thirty  minutes'  close  and  etciting  play.  This 
is  by  no  means  a  unique  exi^erience  jast  niiw,  qnder 
existing  ct^mdiiions.  ThH  light,  easts  necessary  in  the  clear 
waters  and  bright  sunitbirie,  and  the  small  doable  irons, 
JCadl^c^.the  breaking  strain  to  the  1  >west  minimam,  so  that 
tfit  f  ^est  yet  finest  oF  play  is  necessary  in  landing  the 
'6th, 


Mr.  McDonal's  guests  at  the  Fife  Arms,  Braemar,  are 
ge'ting  excellent  sport  now  on  the  head  waters  of  the 
Dee.  Fish  have  been  very  slow  in  getting  up  into  these 
parts,  bat  a  good  beginnini<  has  now  been  made.  They 
had  twelve  fish  to  three  rods  last  week. 


The  Dnohess  of  Fife's  water  will  be  in  grand  form  by 
the  time  she  gets  njrth  this  autumn,  owing  to  the  very 
late  spring. 

Ihs  Mar  Lodge,  the  Silver  and  Blue,  Jeannie,  and 
Logic,  of  the  smallest  three-quarter  and  half-inch  irons, 
have  been  the  most  popular  lures  on  the  Dee. 

All  the  rivers  and  side  streams  are  in  good  volume,  but 
clear.  Seldom  at  this  season  have  we  seen  them  so  free  of 
weeds,  but  then  there  has  been  no  growth.  It  is  a  perfect 
treat  wading  just  now,  compared  with  what  it  will  be  in 
July,  when  the  algee  and  slime  choke  up  everything. 
Probably  the  low  temperature  "of  the  water  will  keep 
things  sweeter  this  July  than  would  otherwise  have  been 
the  case  in  an  average  season. 

Disease,  if  it  exists  at  all,  is  always  ture  to  be  in 
evidence  towards  the  end  of  May.  Hitherto  it  has  this 
year  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  bat  during  the  past 
two  weeks  a  considerable  number  of  affected  fish  have  been 
met  with  on  the  Dee.  ___ 


The  salmon  supplies  on  the  coast  are  steadily  on  the 
increase,  and  prices  falling  rapidly.  Grilse  are  not  yet 
over  abundant,  and  nowhere  on  the  Dee  have  we  heard  of 
any  being  got  to  the  fly  or  other  lure  as  yet.  A  good  few 
are  biing  got  on  the  Don,  Deveron,  and  Moray  Firth  coast 
districts,  but  they  are  not  taking  to  the  rivers  freely  at  all. 
Probably  the  low  temperature  is  the  drawback. 

An  esteemed  angling  lessee  on  the  Don  writes  me  :  "  I 
and  an  angling  friend,  on  our  way  to  the  river  on  Saturday 
morning  (4  a.m.),  met;  two  poachers  staggering  under  the 
weight  of  a  bag  of  trout,  which  they  were  taking  by  turns 
into  town.  It  was  very  galling  to  see  this,  and  not  be 
able  to  sty,  '  What  doest  thou  ?  '  We  might  have  followed 
them,  and  so  forfeited  a  morning's  sport ;  but  what  use  ? 
Unless  they  are  caught  red-handed  there  would  be  no  con- 
viction. The  law  must  be  altered  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
wholesale  netting  of  our  waters." 

The  Crudtn  Bay  Hotel  accessoiies  have  been  enhanced 
by  the  addition  of  an  excellent  bowling-green,  which  was 
fo-mally  opened  on  Saturday  with  an  exceedingly  pleasant 
ceremony,  which  was  crowned  by  a  match  between  two  of 
the  leading  Aberdeen  clubs.  The  bowling-green  is  said  to 
be  the  finest  in  Scotland. 

Many  Dee  anglers,  such  as  Mr.  W.  E.  Nicol  and  Mr. 
J.  C.  Haslam,  permit  no  lure  on  their  waters  outside  the 
orthodox  fly,  not  even  by  their  guests.  They  are  true 
desciples  of  the  old  school,  and  pride  themselves  in  the 
distinction.  Special  Scotch. 


Iptovincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  are  very  few  angling  associations  in'England  that 
have  made  the  rapid  growth  that  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion has  made.  The  association  was  formed  some  twelve 
years  ago  with  some  half  a  dozen  clubs,  who  did  not  rent 
water,  but  depended  upon  the  free  and  open  waters  in  the 
Midlands  to  obtain  their  sport.  But  these  few  clubs 
worked  with  a  will  to  improve  their  position  with  the 
railway  companies,  who  had  intimated  that  if  the  clubs 
did  not  combine  together  the  concessions  as  granted  them 
would  be  withdrawn,  owing  to  the  privilege  being  abused. 
At  this  time  there  were  also  some  four  or  five  clubs  who 
did  rent  water,  and  when  a  meeting  was  called  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  association  the  water-renting  clubs, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  would  not  join  in  the  movement ; 
but  here  the  Midland  Railway  Company  stepped  in  and 
they  were  compelled  to  come  under  the  banner,  which 
was  much  against  their  will,  tut  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
they  have  never  had  any  cause  to  complain  of  the  manage- 
ment since  they  were  affiliated,  as  a  rule  was  framed  so 
that  the  internal  arrangements  of  these  clubs  could  not  be 
interfertd  with  as  longasthey  conformed  to  the  rules  of  the 
association.  The  first  balance-sheet  brought  out  showed 
that  430  members  were  identified  with  the  association, 
and  that  there  was,  on  the  first  half  year's  working,  a 
deficiency  of  168.  9d.  to  make  both  ends  meet.  Still, 
nothing  daunted,  the  offiiers  and  small  committee  worked 
on  to  overcome  the  difficulty,  and  in  the  end  succeeded, 
aid  since  then  the  association  has  gone  on  by  leaps  and 
bounds  until  it  has  reached  its  present  sound  po.-ition. 
We  have  now  upwards  of .  ,eighty  clubi,  with  others 
forming  to  become  affiliated,  our  numerical  strength  at 
the  present  time  b*-ing  close  upon  6600  membe'S.  The 
growth  of  the  association  has  beju  niore  than  ever  was 
unticipated.  From  1896'to  1897  we  made  over  800  mem- 
bers, and  now— from  March,  1898  tO  the  pres.-nt  time— 
*e  have  made  sixteen  new  clubs,  vvhi  jh-  averaflie  f  »ty-five 
members  each.  It  is  hard  to  say  when  we  fhall  cease  to 
add  new  cluls,  or  how  m'lny  members  we  shall  make  this 
jear,  so  great  is  the  hold  that  angling  has  upon  the 
people  in  Birmingham,  who,  by  joining  a  society, 
have  the  benefit-  of  being  taught  how  to  angle,  and 


also  to  find  a  change  from  the  polluted  atrn'-'Sphere  of 
our  city  and  the  bustle  of  every  day  i'e.  At  the  rate 
our  asrOeiaiion  is  making  members  we  shall  have  to 
do'  sonu^thing  to  provide  them,  if  possible,  with  new 
fishing  grounds  ;  this  will  no  doubt  bu  one  of  the  impor- 
taiit  raitters  that  will  engage  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  near  future.  The  May  Fly  is  op  on  our  local 
trout  streams,  and  no  time  should  be  li>st  b^  the  fly  fisher- 
men in  the  Midlands  to  visit  their  favourite  streams. 
Mr.  A.  Randall  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society,  had  four 
brace  of  trout  from  a  private  portion  of  the  Teme  on 
28t;h  inst.,  which  weighed  a  little  over  101b.;  the  fish 
were  taken  spinning,  and  were  in  grand  condition.  A 
number  of  our  clubs  are  arranging  contests  at  the  opening 
of  the  season  at  Alrewas,  but  as  tbe  canal  is  being  emptied 
here,  I  would  advise  them  to  find  another  place,  to  prevent 
disappointment. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
The  genial  weather  which  we  are  low  having  has  wrought 
a  very  great  improvement  in  angling  on  Derbyshire 
streams,  and  anglers,  whom  the  Lta  rains  and  c  >ld  had 
driven  away,  are  now,  with  many  others,  returning  to  the 
various  waters.  The  fish  are  aj  a  rule  rising  pretty  rree'y, 
the  streams  are  in  good  conaition,  and  both  fly  aud  bottom 
anglers  are  having  very  fair.sport  in  must  places.  On  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Derwent,  in  the  Dei  went  Dale  and 
Ashopton  districts,  several  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken ; 
aLd  the  tributary  stream,  the  Ashop,  has,  on  several  of 
its  lengths  furnished  a  few  respectable  creels  to  fishermen 
there,  mostly  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Sbeffield.  Lower 
down,  on  the  Bamford  reaches,  both  fly  and  bottom 
anglers  have  had  satisfactory  sport,  and  some  good 
bassets  have  been  made  there,  and  also  on  the  adjoining 
Sickleholm  lengths.  The  Hathersige  Association  waters 
have  been  well  patronised  during  the  week,  and  numeroas 
creels,  small  and  fairly  large,  have  been  made,  and  on 
most  of  the  other  reaches  in  the  Derwent  valley  satis- 
factory sport  has  been  had.  There  has  been  a  goodly 
number  of  visii;ors  to  the  Bablow  and  Ghatsworth  waters, 
ai  d  some  very  fair  bisketsof  fine  fish  have  been  killed, 
principally  in  the  Park  lengths,  but  good  sport  has  also 
been  met  with  on  the  adj  lining  lower  reaches  b-tween 
Beely  Bridge,  Calton  Wooas,  and  Rowsley.  Both  fly  and 
bottom  anglers  have  dune  tolerably  well,  as  a  rule, 
on  the  upper  and  lower  waters  of  Darley,  _  and  in 
the  Matlock  district  there  has  been  a  great  improve- 
ment in  angling  cf  all  kinds.  Several  nice  lots  of 
fish  have  been  killed  with  the  fly  on  the  lengths 
between  Cromford  and  Lea  Hnrst  Woods ;  and  both  fly 
and  bottom  fishers  an'l  trollers  have  had  considerable 
success,  and  made  good  baskets  on  the  Holmesford,  Wat- 
stanwell,  Ambergate,  and  Belper  reaches  of  the  river.  On 
the  various  lengths  of  the  Dove  there  have  been  numerous 
fishermen  of  most  kinds,  and  tport  has,  in  general,  been 
satisfactory.  The  Dovedale  waters  have  yielded  several 
good  creels  to  fly  anglers,  who  now  muster  pretty  strongly 
there  ;  and  higher  up,  on  the  Mill  Dale,  Beresford  Dale, 
and  Hartingtun  lengths  some  nice  baskets  have  been 
made.  Several  anglers  on  the  neighbouring  Manifold 
have  had  enjoyable  sport,  but  no  very  large  creels  have 
been  made  on  any  part  of  that  charming  little  river  during 
the  week.  The  other  tributary,  the  Bentley,  has  had  several 
visitors,  and  a  few  of  them  have  taken  decent  lots  of  fish. 
Fly  fishing  on  the  Wye  has  vastly  iaproved  within  the 
last  few(  ays.  Between  Ashwood  Dale  and  Blackwell  Mill 
(the  Buxton  district)  there  has  been  some  very  fair  sport 
had;  and  on  the  MiUer's  Dale  lengths,  both  open  and 
private,  several  excellent  baskets  hive  been  made. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  an  agreeable  change  in  the  weather  in  this 
district  since  my  last  rep  )rt,  in  fact,  for  the  past  few  days 
it  has  been  simply  splendid,  causing  our  local  anglers  to  be 
out  in  considerable  force;  but,  although  the  river  Hull 
aud  tributary  becks  are  in  grand  condition,  only  a  few 
trout  have  been  taken,  and  those  chiefly  with  worm.  The 
bettfish  of  the  season,  so  far,  is  the  one  mentioned  in  my 
last.  It  weighed  41b.  loz.,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of 
our  local  taxidermists  for  preservation.  It  was  caught  in 
the  tidal  waters  below  Beverley  Beck-end  by  Mr.  R.  H. 
Barlow,  a  member  of  the  North  Myton  Angling  Society. 
On  the  top  stretches  of  the  river,  and  confluent  streims, 
there  is  quite  an  influx  of  insect  life,  and  some  grand  fiah 
are  on  the  rise,  so  that  the  fly  fishers  should  soon  have  a 
fair  time  of  it,  especially  in  the  Driffield  district.  Some 
very  good  takes  of  flounders  and  eels  have  been  made  in 
the  lower  portion  of  the  river  below  Beverley.  At  Weel- 
ferry,  Minto  Flatts,  and  Wawne,  and  from  Cicey 
down  to  Gibraltar,  some  fair  samples  of  these  fish 
have  been  taken.  A  nice  sized  trout  was  also  taken 
on  Monday  with  worm  near  Burton  Hall.  Several 
matches  have  been  fished  on  the  lower  stretches,  amotgst 
which  the  North  Myton  A.S.  held  their  first  match  on  the 
Minto  Flalts  stretch,  Mr.  T^  Smith  heading  the  priaefist 
with  lib,  lOioz.  of  fish.  The-  County  A.S.  fished  Sudi 
second  match  above  Beverley,  on  Swinemoor,  but  did  iot 
do  so  well  as  those  who  fished  below.  The  Starr  A.S.,  of 
Stoneferry,  fished  their  second  match  on  the  river  at  Hnll 
Bridge,  but  only  had  very  moderate  sport.  The  Horns 
Angling  and  Recreation  Society,  and  the  Duke  of  York 
A.S.,  both  fish  a  match  cn  the  river  to  day  (Saturday), 
the  former  at  Weelterry,  and  the  latter  at.  Wavinefetty  ; 
and  on  Sa'urday  next  Messrs.  Recti  ts  A  S  fish  their 
second  ma'ch  at  Weel.  At  a  special  m-eting  of  the  new 
society,  the  HulLCity  A  S  ,  Mr.  J.  Ashwell  was  elected 
presideut,.Mr.  William  PtdJer,  vice;  Mr.  Robert  Turner, 
treasurer ;  and  Mr.  J.  West,  hon.  sec.  An  iiher  new 
angling  society  has  also  been  formed  at  the  Golaen  Cup 
Hotel,  in  Brook-street,  called  the  Hull  Roach  A.S.  The 
officials  elected  for  the  new  siciety  are  as  folio  vsi 
Pre  ident,  Mr.  Alfred  ChappeO;  vice-president,  Mr. 
Mark  Durby;  tre<iiurer,  Mr.  T.  Sharpe ;  and  secretary, 
Mr  G.  W,  Schofield. 
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TftADE  BIASK  (B 


P.  D.  MALLOCH,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of 
FISHING  TJLCKX.B   SUITABI^E   for  ALL   PARTS   of  tHe  WORLD. 


MBLLOCH'S 
SUPERIOR  THOUT 
RODS. 

Unsurpassed  jor  Superiority  of  Workmanship, 
Balance,  and  l  asting  Puwer. 

10ft.,  in  3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  2S/-,  28/-.  34/-. 
lift.,  „  28/-,3u/-,3f5/-. 

12ft.,  „  3  /-,  i2/-,  38/-. 

With  cork  grip,  6/-  extra, 
lift,  in  2  pieces,  with  spare  top, 
snake  rings  and  cork  grip    ...  40/-> 

SUPIRIOR  CREENHEART  SALMON  RODS. 

18ft.  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving 
top  rings,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted, 
rubber  button,  &c.     The  very  best  Eod 
that  can  be  produced         ...        ...        ...  67/-' 

16ft.  Rod,  same  as  above,  57/-. 
Very  large  assortment  of  Sainton,  drllse.  Sea 
Xront,  IjOcU  and  Xiver  Flies,  for  the  Scotch 
Xiochs  and  Jtivers,  all  tested  patterns  and 
beautifully  tied. 
These  Flies  have  obtained  Highest  Awards  wherever 
Exhibited. 


MALLOCH'S 

Patent 

CASTING  REEL 

(Improved  Pattern). 


MALIOCH'S  PATEN^  C«S^I»«C  RFEL 

Improved  Pattern,  in  Gun-metal  or  Alumi- 
nium. The  greatest  boon  to  anglers  yet  invented 
for  Salmon,  Mahseer  and  'J  rot't,  and  all  kinda 
of  coa  se  fishing  ;  unsurpassed  f'lr  long  distance 
casting ;  si  onple,  and  easy  to  learn.  Rods  and 
linos  spcoi  Ly  suited  for  these  reels 
MALI.OCH'S 

PATENT  ADJUS'fBlE  BRAKE  REEL. 

In  Gun-metal  or  Alumin'um.  I  hn  brake  is 
easily  operatHd  by  the  hand,  whcrt-b.v  the  check 
can  be  regulated  at  will  by  simply  turning  the 
milled  disc  on  spindle.  This  should  prove  a 
grreat  advantage  to  anglers,  as  the  check  can  be 
regulated  without  having  to  take  the  reel  to 
pieces,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  reel. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  GASES. 

For  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  eyed  flies 
of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact,  each  fly 
secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Malloch's  Gold  Medal  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels, 
In  Gun-mftal,  A^luminiuni,  Ebonite,  and 
Cocus  Wood,    Made  in  18  different  sizes, 
in     ILLUSTRATED    PRICE   LIST  FREE. 
Teloerania:  "in*1.1.0CH,  PERTH." 


EATON  &DELLER 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

TTS/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ^70/- 


it 


ANGLERS  NOTE! 
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To  insure  the  fresh  and  immediate  delivery 
of  fish  sent  by  Rail  or  Parcels  Post  use 
ROWLAND  &  HARRISON'S  Address 
Label,  ready  gummed,  in 
books  of  15,  price  6d. 


A  BEAUTIFULLY  COLOURED   REPRESENTATION,  ^'^'^^^'^'^^^S' ^^''^'^^^^ 


The  IDEAL  MAY  FLY  ^ 


^^■Q)  The  most  life-like  yet  produced 
4/6  per  dozen. 

A.    lyA-RGK    .A.]Srr)    VARIED    ASSORT  JVLTGNT    OF"    OTHER    PATTERNS    ALSO    IN  STOCK. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS  AND  FLIES  i  2.:%"?^:;  MULTUM-IN  PARVO  TROUT  RODS  " 


A  si»je.ciAiJirrY. 


the  Prize  Medal  liluUlUlU  lu  1  All  I  U  liluUi  llV/JyUj  selling  during 
the  May  Fly  season  at  JBl,  together  with  one  dozen  assorted  flies,  eyed  orto  gut. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 


PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM;  and  at 
19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. 
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FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
There  has  been  a  very  decided  and  general  improvement 
in^string  inthis  distrfct  during  tlie  past  wee£,  anf  reports 
from  all  quarters^peak  of  good  sport  and  hopeful  prospects 
for  a  few  weeka  to  come.  BrightVgenial  vyeatEer  has  come 
a4  Ift^t,  and  aa  a  result  there  has  been  a  gre^^t  hatching 
ont  oflDSfct  life.  Fish  seem  gre;dy  to  take  any  form  of 
natural  or  drtssed  fly,  and  as  nearly  all  rivers  are  carrying 
a  greater  volume  of  ^water  lhan  is  usual  at  this  time  of 
year,  June  is  likely  to  prove  a  better  month  for  anglers 
than  has  often  been  the  case.  The  lakes  are  also  affording 
good  sport,  nice  takes  being  obtained  on  Bissenthwaite, 
Derwentwater,  Crummock  water,  Windermere,  Esthviraite, 
4c.  It  would  be  impossible  to  enumerate  the  catches  at 
present  to  hand,  but  a  few  may  be  recorded,  namely, 
seventeen  tront  to  the  rod  of  Cap*'.  Thompson,  Pooley 
Bridge,  in  the  Keswick  waters  ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Mayson,  three, 
one  of  which  scaled  31h.  ;  Mr.  C.  Birkttt,  eleven,  from  lib. 
to  31b.  each  ;  Mr.  J.  Klrley,  four,  two  of  which  were  2^1b. 
each  ;  Mr.  T.  Brown,  four,  from  fib.  to  2|ib. ;  Messrs. 
Collier  and  Bendle,  trout  from  IJlb.  to  2§lb.  ;  other 
sncoessfnl  anglers  being  Messrs.  Denwood,  Cntts,  Newton, 
Storey,  Musgrav?,  Hodgson,  and  others  ;  and,  in  St.  John's 
Beck,  Messrs.  M.  and  J.  Stanley.  Amongst  the  more 
fortunate  Eden  anglers  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  E.  A. 
Heelis,  who  has  had  thirty  and  twenty-seven  trout,  one 
b-ing  a  2-pounder  ;  Mr.  T.  Ellwood,  thirty-nine ;  Mr.  T. 
Howe,  thirty-two.  Two  splendid  fish  of  91b.  and  101b. 
have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Messrs.  Collins  and  Mclver 
(Liverpool)  on  Crummock  water,  where  sport  is  said  to  be 
improving  daily.  The  best  take  we  have  heard  of  on  the 
Eamont  was  twenty-seven  trout,  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
Mallinson.  There  are  now  a  good  many  angling  visitors 
in  the  Lake  District,  which  has  put  on  its  early  summer 
garb,  and  is  lovely  beyond  description. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  new  organisation  at  Chorley  is  still  doing  its  utmost 
to  acquire  waters  suitable  for  their  members.  One  of 
their  members,  fishing  the  Lower  Rivington  Lake,  landed 
on  a  single  hair  line  a  trout  of  l|lb.  At  Warrington  a 
new  departure  is  the  CDnstruction  of  an  aquarium  in  the 
pablie  park,  to  be  situated  in  a  line  with  the  aviary,  which 
will  consist  of  ten  tanks.  The  fish  hatchery  in  the  same 
park  is  a  never  failing  source  of  pleasure  to  crowds  of 
inhabitants,  who  flock  to  see  the  young  fish  fed  at  6  30 
each  evening.  Since  the  hatchery  was  first  established 
about  three  years  ago  some  10,000  trout  have  been  turned 
into  the  large  lake  and  various  ponds.  Mr.  McCrirrick 
and  party  have  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Nith,  Dumfries- 
shire, during  Whit  week,  and  report  sport  above  the  average. 
A  salmon  of  12ib.  was  taken  a  few  days  since  in  a  part 
very  seldom  visited  by  thsse  fieh.  During  the  holidays 
the  Ribble  has  fished  well,  and  better  baskets  obtained 
than  for  the  last  twenty  years  so  early  on  in  the  season. 
This  remark  applies  to  the  upper  reaches.  The  Lune  and 
tributaries  have  fished  remarkably  well,  yielding  baskets 
from  seven  to  twenty  brace.  The  Wenning  was  the  best 
stream,  and  a  large  portion  free  water.  The  Wyre  is  not 
fishing  so  well;  more  reds  out,  but  catches  only  poor. 
Llanymynech  is  a  place  always  well  patronised  by  our 
men,  but  daring  the  recent  holidays  sport  was  bad  all 
round. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Although  the  weather  has  been  fine,  on  the  whole  the 
Condi' ions  have  not  been  at  all  favourable  for  trout  fishing. 
A  cold  north-east  wind  has,  fcr  the  most  pirt,  prevailed, 
and  sharp  night  frosts  have  done  much  towards  keeping 
the  fiih  down.  Added  to  this,  the  streams  have  been 
temporarily  agitated  in  consequence  of  the  tremendous 
rainstorm  of  the  21th  ult.,  when,  in  some  parts  of  the 
district,  "75  paitj  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  in  twelve  minutes. 
It  is  many  years  since  there  was  such  a  heavy  downpour 
in  so  short  a  time,  and  reports  that  have  reached  me  show 
that  the  floods  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  upon  the 
spawning  process  amongst  the  coarse  fish  in  the  Fen 
rivers  and  drains.  The  tew  who  have  been  out  after  trout 
this' week  have  almost  czdosively  confined  their  operations 
to  bottom  fishing,  but  as  a  rule  their  efforts  have  not  been 
attended  with  any  great  amount  of  success.  With  one  or 
two  exceptions  the  trouting  season  has — owing  to  the 
adverse  weather — been  a  miserable  failure,  and  unless  we 
git  some  warm  weather  qiickly,  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
fishJng  ceason  will  be  here  before  fly  fishing  has  really 
begun. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  text  meeting  of  the  Moss  Side  Social  Angling 
Society  is  called  for  June  6,  for  most  important  bueiness. 
The  Welcomb  Arg'iing  Society  have  been  removing,  and 
are  now  c">mfortabiy  settled  with  Mr.  W.  Arnold,  Peabody 
Arms,  in  River-street.    At  the  next  meeting  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  the  opening  match  on  June  18.  Our 
c'ltizen  anglers  who  vitit  Matlock  note  with  great  pleasure 
the  recerjt  stocking  operations  in  that  district.    Some  idea 
can  ba  fomjel  of  the  demand  for  bait  in  this  city  daring 
Whitsuntide,  when  maggots  were  selling  at  a  penny  per 
I    score,  and  finally  at  a  penny  per  dozen.    Several  of  our 
locals  put  in  the  holidays  in  the  Bala  district,  and  secured 
I    some  really   good  sport,   the  daily  average  was  ten 
to  twelve  brace  of  trout,  averaging  6oz.  to  12oz.  each. 
I   A  few  days  siuce  several  magnificent  lake  tront  were  taken, 
,    including  one  of  01b.,  and  varying  down  to  21b.  Another 
I   local  rf  sort,  somewhat  neglected  of  late,  has  been  fishing 
I   well  this  Whitsuntide,  viz.,  Poynton  Pool.    Several  fair 
I   baskets  have  bjen  made,  inclading  two,  of  lolb.  and  101b. 
respectively.     Several  very  encouraging  reports  are  to 
band  of  the  fighiog  in  Pickmere.    Oar  men  consider  it  is 
fast  recovering  its  old  reputation  as  a  good  coirBe  fishing 
I  wat*r.    7h 3  County  Palatine  Angling  Association,  wloje 
headquarters  are  in  this  city,  and  who  quite  recently 
aeqnired  th«  sole  Mivilegea  of  the  Poynton  Canal  from 
'  Marple  to  MacoleiSeJd,  have  every  reas  in  to  b«  proud  of 
theif  n«w  v«ntar«. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  running  down  rapidly,  and  dace  and  chub 
are  rising  eagerly  to  the  Stone  Fly,  which  is  out  in  strong 
force.  Report  says  that  the  May  Ply  has  appeared  on  the 
Greet  and  Dover  Beck,  and  that  on  the  former  well- 
stocked  trout  stream  good  bags  of  choice  fish  were  made 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  Salmon  have  been  showing 
on  tha  Trent  at  King's  Mills,  and  the  subscribers  have 
now  a  chance  of  getting  a  fish  or  two.  Mr._  Harry  8{)ray, 
the  hard-working  hon.  secretary  of  the  WellingI  on  Society, 
writes  me:  "  We  made  a  start  with  the  trout  stockiog 
yesterday.  We  turned  fifty  splendid  four-year-old  fish  of 
the  Saimo/ano  breed  into  our  fishery  at  Sbardlow,  and  the 
majority,  deposited  in  the  beautiful  rest  oft  Roach  Island, 
soon  began  to  gobble  down  the  natural  flies  coming  down 
stream.  The  fish  varied  in  wtight  from  1  Jib.  to  31b.  each. 
We  hope  to  turn  in  many  more  before  long.  You  might  say 
in  your  notes  that  our  executive  invite  assistance  from 
gentlemen  (sportsmen)  and  others  interested  in  our  efforts 
to  raise  the  standard  of  game  fish  in  the  river."  The 
society  celebrate  their  twenty-fourth  annual  banquet  at 
headquarters  next  Monday  night,  when  a  large  and 
influential  gathering  of  anglers  is  expected.  The  Beeston 
Society  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the  Victoria  Hotel 
on  the  night  of  May  25,  when  the  ordinary  prizes  won 
during  the  year  were  distributed.  Those  for  barbel,  chub, 
bream,  roach,  daca,  and  pike  were  carried  off  by  Messrs. 
G.  Tutin,  A.  Metheringham,  J.  Luntley,  W.  Gregory, 
F.  J.  Lindley,  and  S.  R.  Dugmore.  ,  The  "specials"  were 
won  by  Messrs.  F.  J.  Lindley,  A.  Metheringham,  J. 
Riley  (hon.  sec),  C.  J.  Walker,  S.  R.  Dugmore,  G.  Tutin, 
J.  Luntley,  W.  Kirkla'nd,  and  H.  Gaudy.  The  society, 
thanks  to  the  kindness  of  their  president,  Mr.  S.  Watson, 
of  Beeston,  have  the  fishery  to  themselves. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Now  that  the  holiday  season  is  at  an  end  the  fine  weather 
has  set  in,  and  during  the  past  week  brilliant  and  warm 
sunshine  has  prevailed,  making  outdoor  pursuits  enjoyable 
in  the  extreme.  There  will,  however,  be  very  little  fly 
fishing  for  a  bit,  as  up  to  a  week  ago  the  rain  fell  in  such 
torrents  that  the  rivers  have  been  very  full,  with  greatly 
discoloured  waters.  These  are  now  rapidly  clearing,  and 
fly  fishing  will  soon  be  entered  upon  witli  great  zest,  after 
anglers  have  been  debarred  so  long  from  following  their 
favourite  pursuit.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  are 
alreidy  being  attended  to  by  fly  fishers,  and  during  the 
week,  if  the  fine  weather  continues,  fly  fishing  will  become 
general  all  the  length  of  the  Derwent  and  Wye.  The  con- 
ditions for  bottom  fishing  have  been  very  gratifying,  and 
anglers  have  put  in  full  time.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Darley  Dale  both  local  anglers  and  rodsters  from 
a  distance  have  found  some  satisfactory  sport,  whilst 
the  waters  near  Matlock  Bridge,  Bath,  and  Bank  have 
yielded  S3me  very  nice  trout.  Bottom  anglers 
took  full  advantages  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
them,  and  now  fly  anglers  are  beginning  to  take 
their  turn.  In  the  waters  at  Low  Bradfield  a  goodly 
number  of  nice  fish  have  been  caught,  some  anglers  having 
accounted  for  five  or  six  brace  each.  Anglers  who  enjoy 
the  pleasure  of  catching  decent-sized  fish  are  very  fond  of 
the  Damflask  Reservoir,  where  trout  of  lib.  each  are 
commonly  caught,  whilst  many  big  beauties  have  also 
been  recently  taken  from  the  same  sheet  of  water.  The 
private  waters  rented  by  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers' 
Society  in  the  Ambar,  near  Wingfield,  have  provided  a 
good  deal  of  sport  during  the  past  week,  a  lot  of  nice  fish 
having  been  caught. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  rains  at  the  end  of  last  week  caused  a  consider- 
able rise  and  discolouration  of  our  rivers  and  streams,  the 
Teme  being  most  affected,  and  for  some  days  was  unfishable, 
except  for  eels.  A  cold  wind  has  been  blowing,  veering 
from  N.E.  to  S.E.,  and  we  have  had  sharp  frosts  at  night, 
which  has  played  sad  havoc  in  the  gardens  among  the 
early  vegetables  and  fruit.  Potatoes,  kindney  beans,  and 
marrows  have  suffered  terribly.  Since  Sunday  there  has 
been  considerable  improvement  in  the  weather;  the  sun 
has  made  itself  felt,  and  at  last  we  feel  that  it  is  May. 
To-day  the  waters  are  dropping  down  and  clearing  nicaly, 
and  many  anglers  have  been  out,  and  trout  have  risen 
well  at  the  fly  and  taken  the  worm  well,  and  some  very 
creditable  dishes  of  fish  have  been  brought  home.  There 
have  been  no  big  takes  of  trout  during  the  week.  About 
the  best  were  five  brace,  taken  by  Mr.  Thrift,  and  four  and 
a  half  brace  by  Mr.  Martin  Perks,  both  of  the  City  Club. 
Anglers  have  had  rare  sport  among  the  eels  lately,  which 
have  been  feeding  voraciously.  Two  members  of  the  York 
House  Club  one  day  took  351b.,  one  taken  by  H.  Allen 
weighed  3Ib.  3oz. ;  and  the  eecretary  of  that  club  brought 
home  from  the  Hawford  brook  a  portion  of  an  etl  that 
must  have  been  close  upon  61b.,  which  an  otter  was  com- 
fortably feeding  on  when  it  was  disturbed.  On  visiting  the 
York  House  Club  we  were  pleased  to  see  the  progress  it 
was  making  in  the  numbers  and  standing  of  their  members, 
and  in  important  additions  to  their  hon.  members.  They 
have  arranged  their  first  competition  of  the  season  for 
June  18,  at  Holt,  in  the  river  Severn.  The  other  clubs  in 
the  district  are  also  preparing  for  their  competitions,  and 
the  water  in  all  directions  will  be  well  occupied  when  the 
close  season  for  coarse  fieh  ends.  We  are  glad  to 
hear  that  the  Severn  Fishery  Beard  has  been  success- 
ful ia  prosecuting  two  men  for  taking  coarse  fish  during 
the  close  seison  ;  unfortunately  there  are  hundreds  of  this 
pot-hunting  fraternity  at  it  day  by  day,  and  taking  a  great 
quantity  of  spawning  coarss  fish  and  samlets  without  let  or 
hindrance,  and  I  am  afraid  these  convictions  will  come  too 
late  in  the  season  to  do  any  good  in  preventing  the  great 
slaughter  of  the  breeding  t,tock  of  the  Severn.  A  great 
deal  of  interest  is  taken  by  members  of  the  various  club)  in 
the  result  of  the  revision  of  the  rules  of  the  Worcester  and 
District  Angling  Astociation,  which  will  take  place  at  the 
Tark's  Head,  Lofr<iamore,  Worse«t«r,on  Saturday  oe^t. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  B. — Write  for  particulars  to  Secretary ,.Thamefl  Con- 
servancy, Victoria  Embankment. 

Wm.  FisuiiouR.NK.  —  Many  thanks  for  the  flies.  One  of 
the  smaller  Sedges  will  ba  named  with  others  later  on. 

T.  T. — Yon  gave  no  address  to  answer  the  questions 
you  sent  us.  Fuller  information  than  that  supplied  mast 
be  given  before  we  could  decide  what  prizes  you  were 
entitled  to. 

W.  M. — Tickets  for  fishing  in  the  Ouseat  Barcorabe  Mills 
can  be  obtained  at  Lewes,  Barcombe,  Irfield,  ard  Short 
Bridge,  as  follows:  Annual,  lOs.  CJ.  ;  weekly,  2i.  Gd.  ; 
daily,  Is.  The  Ouse  contains  jack^  cvrp,  bream,  roach, 
chub,  perch,  and  eels.  No  angling  is  aDowed  during  the 
fence  montbs. 

J.  C.  W.  —  Brading-on-Yare :  Roach,  dace,  trout; 
season  ticket  IOj.  6i.,  daily  tickets  Is.,  at  the  Angler'* 
Inn.  Cowes:  Mullet  may  be  caught  with  a  small  fly  on 
the  ebb  tide.  Newport:  Here  are  some  large  ponds,  near 
Carisbrook,  holding  very  fine  trout,  and  leave  may  some- 
times be  had.  Byde :  There  is  very  good  pout  and 
whiting  here,  and  very  fair  fisl  lag  from  the  jetty. 
Sandown  :  Bradiug  ia  one  mile  north ;  trout,  roLch, 
preserved  by  Lady  Oglander.  Free  fishing  below  the 
bridsfe,  dace  and  roach.  There  is  also  a  reservoir  here 
holding  roach,  fishing  free.  Ver.taor;  Fair  fishing  when 
the  tide  is  up  from  pier,  and  there  are  plenty  of  rock 
tench  and  flounders.  There  ia  very  little  chance  to  catch 
pike,  perch,  tench,  chub,  barbel,  or  breaTi  in  the  island, 
i.e.,  free  fishing. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'} 


DUCKS  AND  DRAKES. 
Sir, — It  seems  I  have  been  maki  ig  ducks  and  drakes  of 
this  May  Fly  business  after  all.    This  is  strange  enough, 
for  if  a  man  is  at  once  ignorant  and  modest  (as  I  am),  he 
seldom  blunders,  at  least  very  badly. 

Oirmuhan  "  tells  ma  I  have  been  saying  certain  things ; 
but  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  I  only  said  other  men 
said  so-and-so  in  my  hearing,  and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
make  all  I  hear  in  this  way  my  own.  After  all.  May  Fly, 
Stone  Fly,  Wall  Fly,  and  so  on,  are  merely  popular  and 
local  names,  ard  if  a  man  chooses  to  apply  sush  terms  to 
butterflies  and  bluebottles  he  violates  no  cinon,  scientific 
or  otherwise,  and  is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  do  so  without 
hindrarca  or  reproach.  He  may  even  succeed  in  making 
out  a  strong  casa  against  "Oirmuhan"  or  myself  f  o  • 
adopting  a  contrary  practice.  However  that  may  be,  I 
can  assure  your  Nenagh  correspondent  that  the  fly  which 
is  called  the  "Wall  Fly"  by  the  anglers  of  Athlone,  is 
known  to  some,  at  least,  of  the  Kiilaloe  people  as  the 
"  May  Fly,"  for  I  have  personal  experienca  of  it.  I  never 
heard  the  terms  Sedge  or  Rail  applied  to  any  flias  on  the 
Shannon,  but  the  name  Cinnamon  Wall  Fly  has  he?n  given 
in  my  hearing  to  those  beautiful  flies  which  I  spoke  of  as 
so  abounding  on  the  islets  in  Lough  Ree.  Yes,  it 
was,  and  is,  my  impression  that  the  Wall  FJy  and 
Stone  Fly  had  similarly  shaped  wings,  but  I  shall 
now  attend  to  your  correspondent's  correc'ion  on 
this  point.  They  are  certainly  both  flat  -  winged 
insects  to  the  man  in  the  street.  Then  I  am  told  the 
Stone  Fly  is  never  called  the  Mullah,  and  finally,  that 
there  is  no  such  fly  at  all  as  the  Mullah.  All  right ;  I 
have  not  the  slightest  objaction  to  this  as  a  contribution 
to  local  entomological  names,  bub  I  must  be  i)ermitted  to 
add  my  own  little  contribution.  It  amounts  to  this  : 
Some  Athlone  anglers  have  many  a  time  and  oft  in  my 
sight  and  hearing  called  a  certain  very  large  and  dark  flat- 
winged  fly  the  Stone  Fly,  and  occasionally  the  Mullagb. 
Doubtless  they  meant  Murragh,  and  I  am  thankful  for 
this  correction,  as  the  etymology  of  the  word  is  latere  stiug. 
This  big,  "  mhor,"  insect  will  rise  from  the  bulrushes  in 
Lough  Ree  in  the  evening  in  considerable  numbars  if  oce 
poles  one's  boat  through  them,  and  dash  off  in  a  straight, 
low  flight  which  seems  to  quickly  exhiust  the  insect,  for 
on  the  slightest  pretence  it  will  drop  like  a  shot.  If  there 
be  no  pretance,  it  will  drop  very  soon  on  its  own  account. 
It  will  be  found  of- mornings  on  any  half-subrherged  post 
or  railings,  or  half  concealed  under  the  gunwales  or  elsj- 
where  on  yachts  and-  boats.  I  never  saw  one  under  a 
stone.  It  appears  on  Lough  Ree  late  in  the  Green  Drake 
saason,  and  a  few  can  always  be  procured  in  the  morning 
by  carefully  searching  such  hiding  places  as  I  have 
indicated.  I  am  afraid  there  is  a  confusion  of  terms 
sordewhere  in  this  matter  between  your  correspondent 
and  myself.  By  the  way,  I  should  be  much  obliged  to 
"Oirmuhan"  if  he  would  kindly  let  me  know  what  he 
thinks  of-Nenagh  as  a  fishing  centre  for  one  permanently 
residing  there.  I  have  heard  the  river  Nenagh  highly 
spoken  of,  and  Lough  Derg  is,  I  suppose,  within  saffi. 
ciently  easy  distance.  Is  there  ever  a  shot  to  be  had  in 
the  winter  ?  "  Hi-Regan "  speaks  very  well  of  the 
Ballyfinboy  river  also. — Yours,  Mona. 

WEIGHT  AND  LENGTH  OP-PISH. 
DE.A.R  Sir, — The  following  may  be  interesting  to  voar 
readers.  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Sept.  22,  1894,  I  find 
that  a  bream  61b.  6oz.  in  weight  was  20jin.  in  length, 
whilst  on  the  same  date  another  bream,  taken  in  the  Ouse, 
weighing  Gib.  4Jiz  ,  was  205in.  in  length,  the  extra  half 
inch  making  a  difference  of  12Joz. ;  but,  ou  comparing  the 
length  and  weight  of  other  tiah  mentioned  in  the  same 
date  with  a  printed  scale,  a  barbel,  chub,  and  roach  that 
weighed  61b,  3oz.,  61b.  3Jok.  and  2ib.  raspectively,  accord- 
ing to  the  scale,  ohould  weigh  -lib.  4Joz.,  41b.  12^oz.,  and 
lib.  8^07.  respectively.   The  «lifFerenoe  in  th«  leogth  of 
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the  two  barbel  was  only  half  an  inch,  whilst  tbat  of  the 
weight  wa,s  nearly  21b.  ■  The  difference  in  the  two  chub  of 
the  same  length,  21in.,  was  lib.  5Joz.,  and  the  difference 
in  the  two  roach,  each  13in,  in  length,  71  >ss.  But,  sticking 
to  the  length  and  weight  of  the  various  fish  in  the  Fishing 
Qazette,  three  roach,  all  ISio,  in  leogt'i,  weighed 
lib.  8oz.,  lib.  8oz.,  aad  lib.  8Joz ;  and  thrpe  tench,  all 
ISin.  in  length,  weighed  41b.,  41b.,  and  41b  Joz  ,  all 
female  fish.  Again,  in  a  sec  >nd  list,  dated  Oct.  C,  1894,  a 
brtaoi  taken  in  the  Lea,  length  2ljin.,  weighed  61b.  3oz., 
or  Ijoz.  less  than  the  bream  taken  in  th3  Ou3e,_  20|in.  in 
length.  On  the  other  hand,  a  perch  taken  in  private 
water,  length  U^ia  ,  weighed  21b, ;  whilst  one  taknn  in  the 
Lea,  15Jin,  in  length,  Weighed  3  b. ;.  and  of  two  pike,  each 
32io.  in  length,  one  ueighed  91b.  12oz.  and  the  other 
111b.  12oz.,  both  from  private  waters;  lastly,  a  bream, 
51b  8oz..  taken  in  the  Oase  (see  Fishing  Qazette,  Oct.  27, 
1894,  page  426),  was  Id^'m.  in  length.'  A  nice  fish. 
Singular  to  relatie,  according  to  the  Fishinc;  Gazette  for 
Sept.  8,  1894,  another  bream,  weighing  51b.  8oz.,  was 
taken  in  the  Wey,  the  length  of  which  was  the  same  as  the 
one  taken  in  the  Ouse ;  but  on  Oct.  6,  1894,  still  another 
bream,  weighinsr  6  b.  8oz  ,  taken  in  the  Lea,  was  20^in.  in 
length,  or  a  difference  of  lin.  from  those  taken  in  the 
Wey  and  Ouse. — Yours  truly,  Mark. 


WHY  DO  SALMON  TAKE  THE  FLY? 
Dear  Sir, — "E.  B.  H.'s"  amusing  letter  gives  food 
for  reflection,  as  was  to  be  expected  from  a  writer  who 
nses  the  word  parts  instead  of  the  fashionable  French 
jargon  roles,  with  a  beastly  accent  which  is  quite  un- 
English.  He  asks,  Why  do  silmon  take  a  fly  which  they 
are  not  hungering  after  ?  Why  do  dogs  rush  at  a  wheel 
in  motion,  which  they  have  no  desire  to  eat  ?  Inherited 
propensity,  probably.  In  the  case  of  salmon,  he  suggests 
anger  at  or  attraction  by  the  bright  colours,  which 
reminds  me  of  a  fact  well  known  to  all  anglers  for 
huchen,  i.e.,  Danube  silmon  {Salmo  hucho).  Herein 
Mr.  Sachs  will  doubtless  bear  me  out.  This  fish  is  taken 
by  spinning,  rarely  by  live  baiting.  The  young  ones  are 
said  to  take  a  fly,  though  I  never  tried  for  them  so.  Now, 
it  sometimes  happened  that  we  were  float  fishing  in  the 
side  strf  ams  or  backwaters  of  the  Danube  about  Tulln  for 
pike  or  zander  {Lucioperca  sandia),  called  schillin  Austria  ; 
if  a  huchen  chanced  to  come  along,  more  often  than  not  he 
went  for  the  gaudy  float,  frequently  skipping  over  the  line 
or  plajing  other  antics,  disdaining  the  live  bait  a  few  feet 
below.  On  being  pulled  in  the  float  would  bear  the  marks 
of  his  teeth.  Now  this  salmon,  unlike  the  British  and 
Irish  variety,  is  always  on  the  feed,  very  much  so  while  in 
fresh  water ;  so  why  doss  not  he  savage  the  bait  in 
preference  ?  So  much  for  what  I  can  vouch  for.  While 
on  the  subject,  I  may  cite  another  case  somewhat  similar, 
related  to  me  by  a  long-time  fishing  chum,  not  more  given 
to  romance  than  others.  He  had  been  on  the  Lower 
Dannbe,  in  Carinthia  or  Carniola,  I  forget  exactly  where, 
and  he  told  me  that  the  fishermen  down  there  were  in  the 
habit  of  takirg  sturgeon  by  surface  spinning  with  a  large 
plate  of  bright  white  metal,  with  a  big  ho-ik  attached. 
According  to  him,  the  fish  beat  furiously  at  the  shining 
object  with  the'r  tails,  until  they  get  caught  in  the  act. 
Touching  the  colours  of  flies,  wet  and  dry,  did  jou  ever 
notice  in  an  aquarium  how  sober  clad  most  fish  appear  in 
the  water  compared  to  what  they  are  in  the  air  ?  Most 
colours,  except  it  A,  merge  into  a  sort  of  neutral  tint, 
drab,  &o.   It  may  be  so  of  flies.— Yours  truly, 

Babkins  of  Brussels. 


BASS  AND  GREY  MULLET  PISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  your  correspondent  "Mullet"  be 
kind  enough  to  tell  me  the  name  and  address  of  anyone 
who  vtill  send  me  saltsd  chervie.  I  tried  to  procure  s  >me 
a  few  years  ago,  but  was  unsuccessful.  Has  "  Mullet" 
tried  wray's  liver  for  bass  ?  A  piece  about  half  the  size 
of  the  palm  of  your  hand  should  be  used.— Yours  faithfully, 
  A.  P.  W. 

FISHING  AT  WAEEHAM  OR  WIMBORNE 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  oblige  an  old  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Qazette  with  any  informition  as  to  the  fishing  at 
Warehamand  Wimborne  (Dorset)  ?  If  the  fishing  is  good 
and  free,  or  if  preserved  ? — Yours  truly,  0.  E.  H. 

TROUT  WITH  MUDDY  FLAVOUR, 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  how  to  remove  the  muddy  flavour  of  trout  ?— 
Yours  faithfully,  W.  Clements 

■  pf  alive,.k£ep  them  in  fresh  water  for  a  few  days.  If 
dead,  Batur^tQ  well  .with^  salt  intida  before  caking]. 

'  '  '  ■  FISSING  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF  8ARK. 

Dear  Sir,— I  intend  spending  a  holiday  this  year  at  the 
Island  of  Sark,  near  Guerntey.  Can  you  or  any  of  y  mr 
raaders  tfll  me  i'  there  is  any  good  rod  and  line  fi-.hing 
to  be  had  there  (-ea  fishing)  ?  Pi^rhaps  Fomeone  who  has 
been  there  cun  give  me  the  required  infi)rmatioD,  and 
possibly  recommtnl  apattmeiitj  also. — Yours  truly, 

  C.  8.  B 

THE  AMERICAN  "CUT  THROAT"  TROUT. 
Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  Viave  long  been  dtsiroas  of 
getting  the  cut  turoat  trout  (Snhtio  purpurafa  or  mypias) 
over  to  Europe,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  I  have  now  a 
quantity  of  healthy  fry  of  them  here.  The  fish  has  teen 
highly  reported  up >n  from  the  States,  and  also  by 
Mr.  Armistead,  as  yu  sre  from  inclosed  card,  but  the 
literature  on  the  subject  is  eo  menare  that  I  should  be 
very  much  obliged  to  yon  if  yon  could  point  out  to  me  any 
^ell  authenticated  facte  about  this  fish. 


Of  the  other  fish,  Mr.  Armistead  mentions — our  old  friend 
and  enemy  the  rainbow  is  of  course  well  known  to  you — 
the  "  nanaaiensh,"  I  have  raised  hare,  and  have  full 
grown  specimens  of  it  now.  It  is  not  a  desirable  fish — a 
deep  lake  dweller  piar  excellence  and  a  robber  of  the  first 
class  (very  pikey !}.  Our  native  SafreJuMt*  is  far  prefer- 
able to  it. 

I  still  continue  sending  every  fall  a  box  or  two  of  ova  to 
the  Sussex  Piscatorials  you  kindly  recommended  some 
years  ago,  and  I  am  glad  they  find  them  of  some  use.  I 
sent  them  some  Irideus  shasta  (McCloud)  this  year. 

If  you  have  at  any  time  occasion  to  place  a  box  or  two 
of  ova  (gratis,  of  course)  in  good  hands,  I  shall  be  always 
glad  to  help.  Apologising  for  the  trouble. — Yours  very 
truly,  S.  Jaffe. 

Rittergut  Sandfort,  Osnabriick, 

The  following  account  of  Salmo  purpuratns  is  from 
Professor  Brown  Goode'a  work  "  American  Fishes," 
p.  457  : 

"  The  black  spotted  trout,  the  Salmo  purpuratus  of 
Pallas,  is  universally  distributed  through  the  Becky 
Mountain  region,  chiefly  east  of  the  Sierra  southward, 
but  reaching  the  sea  from  Mount  Sbasta,  northward.  It 
occurs  in  every  lake  in  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Western 
Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho,  Oregon,  and 
Washington.  All  the  streams  in  this  district  are  filled 
with  them,  and  in  Puget  Sound  the  young  of  every  size 
occur  in  abundance  in  the  salt  water.  Individuals  are 
occasionally  taken  along  the  California  coast. 

"  This  fish  is  known  as  the  '  trout,'  '  mountain  trout,' 
'  spotted  trout,'  '  black  trout,'  and  '  silver  trout,'  in  the 
mountains,  but  when  in  the  ocean,  full  grown,  as  '  salmon 
trout '  or  '  steel-head.'  Hallock  and  other  rtcsnt  writers 
have  applied  to  it  the  horrible  name  '  out  throat  trout,' 
which  it  is  hoped  will  never  be  sanctioned  in  liferature. 
The  Indian  name  '  preestl '  is  also  ascribed  to  it  on  the 
Upper  Columbia.  It  reaches  a  weight  of  thirty  pounds 
under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  but  may  be 
found  in  any  stream  or  lake  of  its  habitat  of  lengths 
varying  from  two  inches  to  two  or  three  feet. 

"  It  feeds  on  any  living  thing  it  finds  near  it.  In  the 
mountain  lakes  it  spawns  in  the  spring,  running  into  the 
rivers  for  tbat  purpose.  Unlike  S.  Oairdneri,  its  young 
are  very  common,  and  it  probably  begins  breeding  in 
mountain  streams  at  a  length  of  less  than  a  foot.  Local 
variations  occur  in  abundance.  Specimens  from  Seattle 
have  the  scales  notably  larger  than  those  from  Victoria 
and  Astoria,  which  agree  with  Utah  Lake  specimens  in 
this  respect.  Those  that  live  in  the  depths  of  shady  lakes 
are  almost  black,  whi'e  others  are  pale.  Those  in  the 
sea  are  silvery  and  only  faintly  spotted.  In  the  opinion 
of  Prof.  Jordan  this  species  is  likely  to  prove  mnch  more 
valuable  for  introduction  into  eastern  waters  than  the 
rainbow  trout.  It  is  more  active,  more  gamy,  reaches  a 
larger  size,  and  thrives  in  a  greater  variety  of  waters." 


PISHING  AT  SOUTHEND. 
Sir,— On  visiting  Southend  on  May  26  for  my  usual 
fishing,  I  was  surprised  and  disgusted  to  find  the  pier 
extension  closed  against  anglers,  although  there  were  no 
London  bca'"3  running.  During  the  five  hours  I  was  on 
the  old  pier  not  twelve  people  paid  to  go  on  the  extension, 
so  that  it  could  not  be  on  the  ground  of  interference  with 
trafiic.  I  am  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  in  the 
season,  with  the  grf  at  mass  of  people  to  deal  with,  anglers 
of  all  sorts  and  sizes  should  be  permitted  to  fish ;  but  I 
think  it  a  great  hardship  to  the  dozens  who,  like  myself, 
fish  from  the  pier  extension  and  pay  their  2d.  all  through 
the  winter  months,  during  which  period  visitors  (other 
than  anglers)  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Fishing 
could  well  be  permitted,  except,  perhaps,  on  Sundays,  for 
at  least  another  month  without  inconveniencing  any  one. 
Boats  stop  at  other  piers,  but  we  are  not  interfered  with. 
Real  anglers  seldom  give  trouble  to  officials.  It  is  only 
the  selfish  class,  who  ca9t  a  line  with  dozens  of  hooks,  and 
put  their  bait,  fish,  and  offal  on  the  clean  seats  and  shelter* 
— whose  sole  object  is  to  fill  their  larder  and  save  their 
butcher's  bills— who  are  a  nuisance  all  round.  If  the 
Southend  Corporation  would  make  a  small  charge  per  rod 
or  line,  many  anglers  who  fish  for  the  pleasure  and  sport 
would  cheerfully  pay  for  the  privilege.  As  a  member  of 
the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  I  am  sure  I  am  giving 
expression  to  the  feelings  of  many  fellow  members,  and 
others  also.  We  deserve  some  little  cnnsideration,  as  our 
shillings  mount  up,  and  are  very  useful  as  tolls  when  the 
days  are  short,  and  the  pier-head  otUerwis'i  deserted.  But 
when  the  annual  ^  isitation  of  the  East-end  aristocracy  is 
imminent  new  p^iint  is  the  order  of  things,  and  we  are 
shelved  till  next  November. — Yours  faithfully, 

R.  C.  Graham,  C.B.<B.S.A.8.) 


THE  MAY  FLY  ON  THE  AVON,  NEAR 
MAI/MB8BURY. 
Dear  Sir, — My  father  was  out  fishing  yesterday,  and 
found  the  Miy  Fly  was  up  strong,  and  had  been  fr  r  over 
a  week.  This  was  on  the  Wiltshire  Avon,  near  MaJmes- 
bury.  But  the  6sh  were  takii  g  very  badiy  ;  in  fact,  what 
flies  wfre  taken  took  generally  fi  ur  or  fi>e  risps,  and  even 
then  not  one  in  twenty  was  touoht-d.  This  probably  was 
'he  repult  of  low  temperature,  as  there  was  a  sharp  fr<  st 
the  night  before.  Amongst  othfr  flies,  father  caught  a 
very  large  curious  specimen,  with  a  big  circular  sac  of 
green  eggs  attached  to  it ;  and  never  having  seen  the  fly 
before,  be  is  inc^O-sing  it  for  your  opinion,  along  with 
s^vernl  May  Flies,  which  you  will  n'lte  vary  very  much 
both  in  size  and  colour.  If  you  are  able  to  find  time  to 
send  a  leply,  will  you  kindly  add  a  little  infornation 
about  wbat  flies  are  produced  from  our  two  sorts  of 
common  caddis  ?  All  our  streams  and  bronks,  and  even 
ponds,  swarm  chiefly  wi  h  the  sort  that  lives  in  a  oiee, 
between  two  bits  of  stick  or  small  rush.   Another  sort 


lives  in  a  case  without  the  two  bits  of  (tick,  bub  has  the 
outside  of  the  case  covered  with  tiny  bits  of  chirk  fcnd 
white  stuff,  almost  like  lichen.  Both  kinds  appear  to/bo 
inhabited  by  almost  the  same  grub  or  larvie,  and  they  ^e 
found  still  living  in  the  cases  quite  late  in  the  sumo^er. 
The  Alder  is  also  well  np  in  this  district. — Yours  trulf,j' 

W.  D.  RoBBlKfi; 
[The  big  fly  sent  is  a  large  sedge,  one  of  the  numerous 
PhryganidiB,  of  which  we  shall  give  some  illustrated 
particulars  as  soon  as  this  May  Fly  fever  is  over  safely. 
—Ed.]   

THE  "SAIGON"  LINE. 
Dear  Sir, — We  thank  you  for  your  courtesy  in  giviog 
the  name  of  our  firm  to  your  correspondent  as  dealers  in 
the  "  Saigon  "  line,  in  your  issue  of  May  27. 

We  wish,  however,  to  inform  your  readers  that  we  in  no 
olse  supply  our  goods  direct  to  anglers,  but  only  throngli 
dealers  in  fishing  tackle. — Yours  truly, 

Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons. 
Abbey  Mills,  Redditoh,  Worcestershire. 


"COOPER'S  FANCY." 

Dear  Sir,— What  a  number  of  fishing  tackle  dealers 
are,  as  a  correspondent  puts  it,  rising  at  this  fly.  I  see  in 
last  week's  issue  of  _  your  valuable  paper  that  Fosters,  of 
Ashbourne,  are  having  a  shy  at  it,  and  have  the  assurance 
to  say  that  if  anglers  will  order  their  Black  Gnat  they  will 
get  "  Cooper's  Fancy ; "  but  I  can  tell  would-be  pur- 
chasers, in  the  most  emphatic  maqner,  they,  will  not. 

My  fly  is  not  a  Black  Gnat  in  any  form,  neither  wings 
or  hackle  being  black,  and  the  body  is  not  the  body  of  a 
Black  Gnat,  as  you,  sir,  can  testify  ;  but  it  is  a  good  all- 
the-year-round  fly,  taking  both  trout,  grayling,  dace,  and 
roach  from  spring  to  late  autumn.  It  seems  to  me  a  pity 
tbat  Fosters  cannot  find  better  occupation  in  looking  after 
their  own  productions,  than  by  interfering  with  and  mis- 
repreEenting  "  Cooper's  Fancy." — Yours  faithfully, 

Henry  Cooper. 

BASS  AND  GREY  MULLET  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  Mullet,"  a  take  of  201b.  of 
bass  at  Exmouth,  Devon,  was  reported  lately  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  in  the  Field  of  Saturday  last  bass 
were  mentioned  as  occurring  at  several  places.  School 
lass  have  been  taken  by  angling  at  Plymouth  at  intervals 
throughout  the  winter  and  spring.  These  echool  bass  do 
not  exceed  21b.  in  weight,  and  many  are  taken  of  only  a 
few  ounces. 

Any  London  maker  will  send  salmon  collars  of  prime 
single,  double,  or  treble  salmon  gut,  when  desired.  I 
have  taken  most  of  my  adult  bass  on  two  lengths  of 
double  salmon  gut,  but  if  the  gut  is  rather  short  I  use 
three  lengths. 

I  lived  ten  years  in  Guernsey,  from  1859  to  1869,  and 
occasionally  visited  Alderney,  Sark,  and  Jersey.  I  once 
fished  in  the  "  Little  Swinge "  passage,  taking  some 
whiting  pollack.  The  first  edition  of  my  work,  "  The 
Sea  Fisherman,"  was  published  in  Guernsey,  and  at 
p.  28  of  the  4th  edition  I  have  speciilly  mentioned 
Guernsey,  Jersey,  and  Alderney,  and  the  taking  of  bas3 
under  sail  in  the  "  Little  Swinge  " 

A  horn  of  le  piuvre  (octopus)  is  sometimes  used  with 
success,  and  the  indiarubber  spinning  eels,  in  a  breezy 
day,  will  answer  with  an  Alderney  pilot  on  board.— 
Yours,  &c.,  J.  C.  WiLcocKS. 

(Address  can  be  had  from  Fishing  Gazette  office.) 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  BEN  ABRAHAMS. 
Dear  Sir, — We  are  pleased  to  acimowledge  the  follow 
ing  sums  vrith  thanks : 

£  s.  d. 

Amounts  previously  received   2  11  6 

Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  (late  secretary 

T.A.P.S.)    0   2  6 

Mr.  J.  J.  U.  Clarke  (AUason  United 

Brothers)    0   2  6 

E.  Buxton    0  2  6 

Mr.  G.  Gill   0   0  6 

Trustees:  J.  W.  Harris  (Western  District  Visiting 
Officer);  G.  Bence  (secretary  Jubilee  A.  S.).  Secretary; 
E.  Jackson  (chairman  Allason  United  Brothers'  A.S.), 
2,  Bulmer  -  place,  Notting-hill  Gate,  W.,  where  all 
commttnioations  are  to  be  addressed. 


THAT  BIG  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  your  amusing  Killaloe  reporter! 
states  that  a  trout  8|lb.  was  captured  last  week.  I  see  hei 
does  not  mention  the  name  of  the  person  that  caught  it.  [ 
As  he  states  that  he  was  present  when  the  monster  was  j 
landed,  I  should  justly  consider  that  the  worthy  gentle- 
man was  often  troubled  with  nightmare. 

Yesterday  evening  (May  29)  I  was  in  Killaloe,  andJ 
inquired  about  this  b.  trout.  Most  of  the  fishermeni 
were  surprised  to  hfsr  abou';  it. 

The  dapping  has  not  be«n  so  good  this  yea.r  owinft  lo^ 
rise  of  water,  although  I  have  hid  my  shaie  of  sport,  I 
and  a  friend  having  killed  thirty-one  fish,  total  w«ight 
amounting  to  721b.    Largest  fish  wi  izbing  5Jlb. — Yonrs 
faithfully,  W.  R.  KtMP,  B.A.,  L.S.A. 


PLY  FISHING  NEAR  IPSWICH. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  pie  if 
there  is  any  trout  fishing  (w  th  flO  to  be  had  within  about 
twenty- five  miles  of  Ipswich .  by  day  ticket  "r  otbei'wiio-t 
should  be  grateful  for  any  information. — Yours  faithfn'ly, 

Alpha. 

Several  letters  unavoidably  held  over. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPOBATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  10th,  1899. 


THE  FIRST  BRACE  OF  THE  SEASON. 


Maech  winds  and  April  showers  visited  us 
frequently  that  May  day.  From  the  banks  of  a 
certain  favourite  trouting  stream  the  flowers  that 
are  wont  to  epring  in  the  merry  month  were 
absent.  Throughout  the  day  there  was  no  rise  of 
fly  to  speak  of  ;  and  I  can  still  feel  the  nipping 
cold  when  evening  fell,  and  I  put  up  my  rod  in 
disgust.  Yet  on  that  inclement  day  I  caught 
my  first  brace  of  the  season,  and  I  propose  to  tell 
now  how  I  did  it.  On  this  particular  water  the 
seasons  opens  on  May  1,  but  it  was  not  until  the 
end  of  the  second  week  in  the  month  that  I 
availed  myself  of  the  privilege  to  fish  which  I  held. 
The  journey  down  was  cold,  and  at  the  end  of  it 
the  same  bitter  north-eaf.t  wind  was  blowing 
which  I  had  flattered  myself  I  should  leave 
behind.  Otherwise,  the  conditions  were  not 
unfavourable  for  angling.  The  water  was  in 
splendid  trim,  and  the  weeds  had  not  attained  to 
the  rank  growth  which  they  do  not  fail  to  develop 
later  on.    Arrayed  in  hope,  I  donned  my  waders, 

I  mounted  a  Blue  Dun,  lit  my  pipe,  and  started  on 
the  warpath. 

In  favourable  weather  I  should  not  have  had 

,  Ui  pass  with  a  barren  creel  beyond  many  an 


alluring  spot  where  I  knew  trout  were  lurking. 
But  now,  though  I  stalked  them  carefully,  not  a 
trout  was  to  be  seen,  but  only  here  and  there  the 
dark  shadow  of  one  disappearing  into  the  green 
depths  of  pool  and  eddy.  The  river  ran  over  the 
shallows,  singing  its  old  song  that  carries  from 
the  ear  to  the  heart  of  the  angler — but  without 
the  delightful  accompaniment  of  the  Plash  !  of 
rising  fish.  The  Blue  Dun  sailed  over  the  deep 
haunt  of  trout  again  and  again,  and  was 
chucked  for  a  chance  in  the  laughing  shallows. 
All  to  no  purpose.  Once,  below  a  noisy  cascade, 
there  was  a  gleam  of  a  golden  side,  and  for  an 
instant  I  dared  to  hope  that  a  fish  had  turned  at 
my  fly;  but  seemingly  it  was  not  so,  and  the 
Blue  Dun,  caught  in  the  rush  of  water,  was 
hurried  some  yards  towards  me  before  I  picked  it 
off  the  surface  and  sent  it  once  more  right  under 
the  cascade. 

This  time  there  was  no  response.  Nevertheless, 
I  had  the  knowledge  that  there  was  a  fish  in  the 
pool,  and  that  it  had  turned — perhaps  not  at  my 
fly,  but  it  had  turned.  In  the  depressing  con- 
ditions of  the  day  the  mere  sight  of  a  golden  flash 
was  an  encouragement,  and  I  was  prepared  to 
spend  some  time  over  that  fish.  So,  in  the 
intervals  of  resting,  the  Blue  Dun  was  sent  once 
more  into  the  broken  water,  and  the  dun  was 
changed  for  an  Iron  Slue  and  a  March  Brown, 
and  a  rough  Dark  Olive.  It  was  all  of  no  avail. 
Then  I  mounted  a  rather  large  Red  Tag,  and  sent 
it  to  where  the  fish  had  showed.  It  had  travelled 
a  yard  or  two  only  when  once  again  that  golden 
gleam,  and  this  time  the  trout  had  fastened  on. 
But  whether  it  was  that  I  was  not  prepared  for 
the  rise,  and  I  fancy  that  that  was  the  reason,  at 
any  rate,  the  fish  made  a  rush  downstream,  and 
ere  I  could  tighten  on  it  the  hook  came  away,  and 
I  was  left  lamenting. 

At  this  moment  the  sun  burst  from  a  bank  of 
cumulus  cloud,  and  for  a  space  seemed  to  quicken 
all  the  river  into  life.  Too  soon  it  was  followed 
by  a  sharp  rain,  and  from  where  I  was  taking 
indifferent  shelter  under  a  scantily  clothed  tree,  I 
fancied  that  I  saw  a  fish  rising  some  15yds.  away. 
Yes,  it  was  a  rise.  Presently,  among  the  dapples 
of  the  falling  rain,  the  black  snout  of  a  trout 
appeared,  and  the  ever  welcome  rings  widened, 
and  were  lost  in  the  current.  Of  a  surety,  a  rise 
at  last ! 

I  may  i-emark  here  that  in  such  conditions  as 
those  in  which  I  was  now,  on  a  day  of  wind  and 
rain,  and  of  chopping  and  changing  of  lures,  one 
is  apt  to  forget  the  particular  fly  that  is  on  the 
cast  at  a  given  moment ;  and  it  falls  out  that  in 
your  haste  you  present  an  indiscreet  lure  to  a  fish 
that,  very  possibly,  is  the  only  rising  fish  of  the 
day.  I  am  very  certain  that  had  the  Red  Tag 
been  sent  over  my  fish  that  day  he  would  never 
have  been  caught.  In  the  pouring  rain,  to  attach 
a  likely  fly  to  the  cast  was  a  diflBcult  and  unplea- 
sant business.  So  far  as  I  could  see,  the  rising 
fish  was  feeding  upon  something ;  but  what  that 
something  was  it  was  impossible  to  discover, 
watch  the  rain-dappled  surface  as  carefully  as 
you  might.  Later  on  in  the  season  the  old  rule, 
"  When  in  doubt  try  a  Wickham,"  might  have 
been  a  good  guide ;  but  to  follow  it  now  would 
have  been  folly.  I  have  observed  over  and  over 
again  that  early  in  the  season,  if  the  day  is  rainy 
and  the  wind  is  cold,  the  Iron  Blue  is  a  most 
trustworthy  fly.  Generally  it  is  tied  far  too 
small,  as,  indeed,  are  almost  all  the  floating  flies 
of  the  present  time.  The  Editor  has  asked  for 
the  correct  dressing  of  the  Iron  Blue,  and  I  have 
pleasure  in  offering  him  one  that,  to  my  know- 
ledge, is  very  successful :  Body,  blue  fur  from  a 
mole,  spun  upon  reddish  brown  silk ;  legs,  small 
yellow  dun  hackle;  tail,  two  whisks  from  the 
same ;  wings,  small  feather  from  the  breast  of  a 
waterhen.  Hook,  No.  1.  It  was  an  Iron  Blue 
Dun  of  this  pattern  that  I  tried  now. 

It  came  floating  down,  with  wings  nicely  erect, 
over  the  spot  where  the  black  snout  had  shown, 
and  the  trout  ought  to  have  taken  it.  It  might 
have  been  taken,  I  believe  it  would  have  been,  only 
just  then  the  boisterous  nor'-easter  caught  the 
heavy  portion  of  the  tapered  line  and  sent  the 
Iron  Blue  scudding  across  the  stream  in  a  manner 
that  might  have  discovered  to  the  silliest  fish  the 
art  of  the  fly  dresser  instead  of  the  hand  of 
Nature.  Five  minutes'  rest ;  then  again  the  fly 
was  sent  up  to  the  rising  fish.  This  time  the 
nor'-easter  did  not  wait  for  it  to  alight,  but 
caught  and  whirled  it  in  the  air ;  so  that  when 


the  fish  broke  the  surface  once  more,  cast  and  fly 
tui'ned  in  the  teeth  of  the  wind  and  looked  me  in 
the  face.    And  then  it  came  on  to  rain  again. 

There  are  anglers  who  hold  that  a  shower,  or 
even  a  succession  of  showers,  is  an  aid  to  sport. 
It  is  not  my  experience.  But,  certainly,  on  this 
day,  while  the  rain  fell  that  fish  kept  on  rising 
with  abominable  persistence.  Nothing  is  more 
unpleasant  in  angling  than  to  have  the  line, 
sodden  with  the  wet,  cling  to  the  rod,  and  the 
water  trickle  down  over  winch  and  fingers,  making 
the  grip  less  firm  and  the  handling  anything  but 
a  pleasure.  The  line  clings  so,  as  everyone  must 
have  experienced,  that  to  free  it  for  a  cast  requires 
the  use  of  increased  force.  So  it  was  now,  as  the 
Iron  Blue  was  sent  upon  still  another  journey 
over  the  same  fish.  Somehow — more  by  luck  than 
good  guidance,  shall  I  say  ? — it  floated  as  it  ought, 
precisely  over  the  desired  spot.  The  surface  was 
broken  once  more ;  the  black  snout  appeared  and 
the  Iron  Blue  disappeared  ;  and  in  an  instant  the 
first  fish  of  the  season  was  plunging  hither  and 
thither  in  a  spirited  fight  for  freedom.  This 
time,  however,  the  wrist  instinctively  followed 
each  plunge,  and  the  bent  rod  told  a  tale  that 
could  only  have  one  conclusion.  Is  it  necessary 
to  say  that  the  speckled  sides  of  the  fish,  as  it 
floated  helplessly  into  the  landing-net,  were  a 
welcome  sight ! 

I  was  still  admiring  my  first  fish  when  the  splash 
of  another  reached  my  ears  above  the  murmur  of 
the  river  at  my  side.  In  a  trice  the  Iron  Blue  was 
over  this  fellow  also,  who,  strange  to  relate,  took 
it  at  the  first  offer.  And  so,  within  little  more 
than  a  minute,  the  first  brace  of  the  season  was 
attained. 

With  most  men,  assuredly  with  most  anglers, 
success  begets  success.  It  is  seldom  that  the 
confidence  that  springs  from  it  fails  to  lead  to 
further  triumphs.  So,  with  that  brace  of  fish 
thus  rapidly  made,  the  disappointments  earlier  in 
the  day  were  forgotten,'  and  I  looked  forward  to  a 
well-filled  basket.  Vain  hope  !  Shower  followed 
shower,  and  no  rising  fish  came  to  modify  the 
discomfort  they  brought.  I  tried  change  after 
change — duns,  gnats,  spinners  (large  and  small), 
and  fancy  flies  with  reputations  that  ought  to 
have  been  equal  to  a  basket,  at  the  least.  All  in 
vain.  Here  and  there  a  lure,  that  at  ordinary 
times  I  should  have  considered  absurd,  was  taken 
by  some  troutling  which,  of  course,  was  returned, 
to  grow  into  a  wiser  and  wider  fish.  Damp  as 
the  day  was,  and  clouded  the  sun,  my  first  brace 
stiffened  in  the  basket  for  lack  of  company.  And 
at  length,  as  I  have  said,  evening  fell  with  the 
north-east  wind  colder  than  ever — so  bitterly 
cold,  indeed,  that  my  fingers  were  too  benumbed  to 
fasten  a  change  of  fly.  When  that  is  the  case  it 
is  time  to  give  up ;  at  any  rate,  so  I  thought. 

There  is  no  day's  sport  that  does  not  contain 
for  the  keen  angler  some  measure  of  instruction. 
And  so  there  is  a  moral  to  this  story.  There  are 
two  morals,  indeed;  for  this  rough  day  had  its 
lesson  of  patience  and  perseverance.  But  chiefly 
it  taught  this  :  When  the  weathers  of  March  and 
April  and  May  are  conjoined,  try  that  fly,  much 
belauded  now,  but  not  so  long  ago  as  generally 
scorned — the  Iron  Blue  Dun.  Ibis  Tag. 


ON  THE  LAMBOURNE. 


Few  trout  streams  are  more  prolific  than  the 
lovely  little  Lambourne  in  Berkshire,  and 
although  one  does  not  get  leviathans  like  unto 
those  for  which  the  swiftly  running  Kennet  is 
justly  renowned,  yet  rare  fun  is  generally  had 
amongst  the  comparatively  smaller  fry  in  the 
pretty  streamlet  mentioned 

From  April  1  onwards  trouting  in  the  Thames, 
Colne,  Darenth,  and  other  waters  which  might  be 
named,  has  been  very  much  at  a  discount,  owing  to 
the  execrable  weather  which  has  obtained.  It  was 
cold  enough  indeed  to  enjoy  sitting  round  a 
roaring  fire,  instead  of  fruitlessly,  in  too  many 
instances,  promenading  the  banks  of  a  river,  rod 
in  hand,  endeavouring  to  entice  fish  which  refused 
to  budge  an  inch  at  any  fly  presented  to  their 
notice.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  most 
anglers  declined  to  venture  out ;  no  wonder 
either  is  it  that  fish  remained  quiescent,  and  that 
what  fly  hatched  out  was  speedily  killed  by  the 
biting  winds  which  were  so  much  in  evidence  for 
weeks  previous  to  the  end  of  May.    Even  small 
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"  Dusties  "  and  "  poachers  "  of  that  ilk  have  only 
been  partially  successful,  and  on  many  streams 
the  skilled  I'odster  has  had  absolutely  nothing  to 
show  for  a  hard  and  patient  day's  work  save  the 
benefit  derived  from  a  health  point  of  view  from 
a  trip  into  the  country  and  a  welcome  break  in 
business  cares  and  worries. 

But  if  it  was  cold  in  May  almost  tropical  heat 
ushered  in  the  month  of  June.  I  had  resolved  to 
have  a  turn  on  the  first  opportunity  on  the 
Lambourne,  and  on  the  eve  of  the  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  our  most  Gracious  Majesty  I  was 
being  whirled  along  by  the  G.W.  Railway  to  a 
Berkshire  town.  As  the  train  sped  by  Slough  one 
caught  a  glimpse  of  Turner's  lovely  rhododendrons 
in  full  bloom,  and  further  on  there  was  nothing 
but  admiration  for  the  beauty  of  the  spring 
flowers  of  various  hues  in  the  trial  grounds  of  the 
famous  firm  of  Reading  florists — Sutton  and 
Sons,  to  wit.  A  short  stay  at  the  latter  place, 
and  the  journey  was  resumed.  At  Thatcham 
myriads  of  May  Flies  literally  invaded  the 
railway  station,  presaging  good  sport  on  the 
morrow.  My  trip  by  train  soon  came  to  an  end, 
and  after  a  drive  of  a  quarter  of  an  houi-  I 
alighted  at  a  quiet  unpretentious  inn  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lambourne  itself.  The  fly  was  well 
up,  and  the  fish  were  taking  them,  though,  so 
greedily  as  they  would  do  after  they  had  become 
accustomed  to  the  winged  delicacies. 

I  must  confess  that  my  attempts  at  wooing 
Morpheus  were  not  particularly  successfxil.  The 
heat  and  excitement  combined  militated  against 
my  entering  into  the  land  of  dreams ;  but  even 
the  longest  night  wiU  have  an  end,  and  at  last  the 
time  for  action  came. 

Saturday  was  terribly  hot,  but  I  had  the  fore- 
thought to  carry  with  me  a  large  flask  of  liquid 
refreshment,  the  desirability  of  so  doing  having 
been  forcibly  impressed  upon  me  by  the  relation  to 
me  by  a  brother  angler  of  the  agonies  of  thirst  he 
had  suffered  on  the  previous  day.  He  was  wading 
the  Kennet,  and  would  have  given  anything  for  a 
long  pull  at  even  a  lemon  squash  ;  but  as  he  was 
some  distance  from  his  inn,  and  the  fish  were 
rising  fairly  well,  he  braved  the  thirst  and  stuck 
to  his  guns.  Looking,  however,  by  chance  towards 
his  right  bank,  he  espied  a  bottle  bobbing  about 
in  the  stream.  To  the  neck  of  the  bottle  was  a 
long  piece  of  cord,  one  end  of  the  latter  being 
fastened  securely  to  a  stump  on  the  bank.  The 
thought  immediately  flashed  across  my  friend's 
mind  that  some  of  his  companions  (at  least,  he 
fervently  hoped  so)  had  adopted  this  not  un- 
common method  of  keeping  their  drink  cool. 
With  eagerness  he  made  for  the  prize,  clutched 
hold  of  the  bottle  in  a  half  frantic  manner,  and 
found  it — empty !  What  he  said  is  better  left  to 
one's  imagination  than  described. 

But  to  return  to  the  Lambourne.  The  fly  did 
not  hatch  out  until  five  o'clock,  but  pending  its 
advent  I  selected  a  small  Red  Quill  for  my  initial 
attack.  I  hooked  the  first  rising  fish  I  saw,  but 
it  was  off  as  soon  as  it  was  on.  Pour  times  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  I  rose  other  fish,  but  missed 
every  one  in  a  most  incomprehensible  manner.  If 
I  had  only  examined  the  Red  Quill  after  the  first 
trout  was  lost,  I  should  have  discovered  that  the 
hook  had  broken  at  the  bend,  that  part  having 
doubtless  been  left  in  trout  number  one. 

A  good  supply  of  big  Alders  was  coming  down, 
and  by  way  of  a  change  I  tried  one  of  Mr.  C.  E. 
Walker's  patterns  dressed  by  Mrs.  Richardson. 
It  was  not  long  before  I  came  acros  a  heavy-look- 
ing rise.  The  fly  was  taken,  and  for  a  moment  I 
imagined  I  had  hold  of  a  pound  trout,  but  found 
that  my  reward  was  only  a  gi-ayling  of  a  little  over 
the  weight.  I  had,  however,  two  or  three  brace 
of  trout  on  the  same  fly  of  the  minimum  size 
allowed,  but  returned  them,  feeling  sure  that 
when  the  May  Fly  came  up  in  the  evening  I 
should  get  hold  of  larger  fish.  A  somewhat 
extended  lunch,  a  solacing  cigar,  and  a  chat  with 
some  genial  spirits,  caused  the  best  part  of  two 
hours  to  pass  pleasantly  by. 

At  five  o'clock  a  fly  was  seen  here  and  there, 
but  it  was  well  after  6  p.m.  before  it  was  up 
in  real  earnest.  The  fish  were  bulging  a  good 
deal,  and  not  coming  strongly  to  it.  Still,  in 
an  hour  and  a  half  I  had  something  like  eight 
brace  ;  the  majority  were  takeable,  but  only  one  of 
lib.  found  its  way  into  my  creel.  Then  I  saw 
feeding  in  its  well-known  haunt  the  "  big  'un  "  of 
the  stretch.  I  cast  carefully  over  him,  the  fly 
cocked  like  a  haystack,  the  fish  rose,  was  hooked, 
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leaped  into  the  air,  showing  me  his  grand  size, 
but  the  line  came  back  intact,  minus  the  fish,  the 
hook  having  come  unstuck.  May  it  live  until  the 
autumn,  and  may  I  get  hold  of  it  on  a  big  Brown 
Sedge  or  Moth,  and  stick  to  it. 

At  half-past  seven  the  fly  was  on  in  great 
force,  but  now  occurred  one  of  those  annoying 
and  irritating  events  which  happen  so  frequently 
on  streams  feeding  mills.  The  miller  above  the 
water  opened  his  gates,  and  the  result  was  that 
with  the  rush  of  water  came  down  weeds,  grass, 
and  other  abominations  for  the  space  of  half  an 
hour,  putting  every  trout  down,  and  spoiling  the 
fishing  in  the  very  best  part  of  the  day.  Tet  one 
had  to  grin  and  bear  it  all  the  same.  When  the 
water  had  cleared  somewhat,  the  fly  still  being 
strongly  in  evidence,  the  fish  began  again  to  rise, 
and  fish  after  fish  was  landed.  My  total  take  for 
the  day  was  something  like  twelve  brace,  the 
usual  size  of  the  Lambourne  trout,  the  two  biggest 
brace  going  31b.  8oz.  together.  At  9  p.m.  all 
fishing  ceased,  and  as  I  lit  my  last  cigar  with  my 
only  match,  and  returned  to  the  inn,  I  felt  satis- 
fied in  my  own  mind  that  I  had  had  a  not 
altogether  bad  day's  sport  on  one  of  the  prettiest 
and  most  charmingly  situated  pieces  of  dry-fly 
water  it  has  ever  been  my  privilege  to  visit. 

 H.  A.  RoLT. 


A  NEW  GOLF  TEE. 


We  have  received  from  Messrs.  Anderson, 
Anderson,  and  Anderson  a  new  golf  tee,  which 
consists  of  a  long  French  nail,  with  a  small  rubber 
cup  at  the  top  {vide  illustration).    To  those  who 


want  a  tee  which  is  simple,  cheap,  and  durable, 
we  can  recommend  this.  In  the  sample  box  sent 
to  us  the  rubber  cups  are  all  the  same  height,  but 
we  suppose  different  sizes  can  be  obtained,  the 
one  before  us  at  the  present  time  being  too  high 
for  the  average  golf  player. 


A  DAY  IN  ROACHLAND. 


To  me  there  is  no  memory  sweeter  than  the 
dream  of  the  rush-fringed  brook  where  the  eddy 
coiled  in  in  sluggish  twists,  and  the  bead-eyed 
water  voles  paddled  down  noiselessly  when  I  sat 
in  silence  watching  the  swaying  float.  Since  then, 
at  times,  I  have  triumphed  mightily,  thrUled  at 
the  first  wild  burst  of  a  clean  run  fish  and  charmed 
lusty  trout,  wary  giants  those,  from  the  dim 
sanctity  of  their  fastnesses  under  the  pendant 
bushes  of  the  chalk  sti'eams.  But  for  one  of  the 
old  time  hours  among  the  roarch,  with  the  old 
sweet  scent  of  water  and  air,  with  the  same  old 
comrade,  and  the  same  old  rod,  I  could  forget  all 
my  fights  with  lordly  salmon,  all  my  fat  creels  of 
speckled  trout,  all  the  war  songs  the  reel  has  sung 
with  a  201b.  weight  of  plunging  silver  straining 
the  line.    Bat  those  days  are  gone. 

A  smear  of  deepening  crimson  lay  low  in  the 
eastern  sky  as  we  trudged  in  towards  the  slumber- 
ing town.  A  cutting  east  wind  sprawled  the 
clouds  upwards  menacingly  in  jagged  fingers,  and 
sang  shrilly  among  the  grass  and  browning  hedge- 
rows. It  sang  of  dole  to  the  angler's  heart,  of 
mighty  billows  instead  of  placid  sheen  where  the 
roach  lay,  of  empty  creels,  of  wildly  tossing  floats 
and  bellying  lines. 

As  we  neared  the  town  the  sun  slid  up  luridly 
red,  and  threw  our  shadows  lengthily  beside  us. 
The  wind  came  stronger,  spattering  the  bronzed 
leaves  along  the  road,  till  we  welcomed  the  scanty 
shelter  of  the  curved  park  wall,  and  drew  our  caps 
down  low  as  a  barrier  against  the  whirling  dust. 
But  in  the  lulls  the  air  was  sweet  with  the  mellow 
scent  of  September,  and  the  golden  beauty  of  the 


[June  10,  1899 


year's  decay  lay  richly  on  meadow,  hedge,  and 
branch. 

A  few  drowsy  labourers  and  mechanics,  sons 
of  the  morning  all,  clustered  the  slumbering 
station.  In  the  aristocratic  sanctity  of  a  first- 
class  carriage — a  veritable  patrician  among  the 
grimy  plebeians  of  the  workman's  train — we 
steamed  from  the  hazy  dimness  of  the  domed 
station  into  the  blaze  of  the  brightening  day. 
Then,  with  pipes  alight  and  the  blue  smoke  curl- 
ing soothingly  upward,  we  discussed  the  chances 
of  the  battle  and  the  ungenerous  hostility  of  the 
weather  with  complacent  resignation. 

Presently  the  light  hazed  and  a  whip  of  rain 
splashed  against  the  window.  A  web  of  mist 
blurred  out  the  meadowland,  and  the  racing  clouds 
hung  low  and  black.  We  sighed,  and  lay  back 
hopelessly  among  the  cushions,  for  luck  seemed 
rigidly  against  us.  Then  the  welcome  sun  flashed 
out,  smoothing  away  the  gloom,  and  the  glamour 
of  the  day's  first  pipe  was  sweeter  with  lightening 
hopes. 

The  train  crawled  on  with  tedious  slowness, 
limping  into  the  stations  half-heartedly  to  dis- 
charge its  freight  of  toilers,  and  limping  out  again 
with  manifest  reluctance.  The  worn,  dog-eared 
tackle  books — treasures  more  precious  than 
rubies  for  the  sake  of  the  past — were  overhauled 
with  scrupulous  care,  tackles  were  tested 
delicately  against  the  window  strap,  and  the 
cherished  three-inch  quill,  with  its  cap  of  black 
wax  that  had  signalled  the  death  of  many  a  lusty 
roach,  was  laid  ready  to  hand  in  the  pocket  of  the 
creel. 

A  twelve  mile  drive  through  a  wonderland  of 
bronze-leafed  forest  and  gorse-spangled  common 
brought  the  spire  of  the  village  church  looming 
above  the  hill.  At  the  quaint  village  inn,  bright 
geraniums  flaring  through  its  polished  windows, 
we  reined  in,  and  drank  a  mug  of  foaming  ale, 
while  the  tiny  pinafored  waitress  stared  up  at  us 
in  big-eyed  curiosity.  Then  we  drove  on  between 
scented  fields  of  sheafed  wheat,  where  linnets 
twittered  and  fluttered,  and  the  hedges  flared  red 
with  haws,  and  white  with  trailing  wild 
convolvuli. 

At  length  the  swish  of  wheels  through  the  dust 
gave  place  to  the  crisp  crunching  of  gravel,  and  we 
had  entered  the  park.  The  breeze  had  fallen  a 
little,  but  our  eager  eyes  scanned  the  white  patch 
of  lake,  and  saw  the  waves  tumbling  disastrously 
across  it,  and  rocking  the  clustered  wildfowl  like 
miniature  boats.  Then  we  topped  the  bridge, 
and  looked  upstream  towards  the  straggling 
hamlet.  The  brook  slid  placidly  towards  the  lake, 
furred  here  and  there  with  ripples,  but  dark  and 
glassy,  and  glorious  under  the  shelter  of  the 
bushes.  A  wide  ring  circled  in,  and  broke, 
against  either  bank  as  a  grayling  rose  at  a  fly, 
and  a  shoal  of  silvery  fry  glistened  brightly,: 
huiTying  madly  from  some  prowling  perch. 

In  a  moment  we  were  out  of  the  trap,  untying 
the  tapes  of  our  rod  bags  with  feverish  haste.  A 
stately  swan  sailed  in  under  the  bridge,  darting- 
his  sinuous  neck  among  the  sedge,  but  he  floated 
lakeward  hastUy  and  ignominiously  at  the  sight  of ; 
our  hostile  gestures.    The  old  rod  went  up  in  all 
its  tapering  beauty — scarred  it  was,  but  full  of 
life,  and  responsive  to  the  gentlest  twitch — the. 
light  wooden  reel  clicked  into  its  socket,  the  thin 
silk  line  slid  through  the  rings,  and  float  and  hair 
tackle  were  added  dexterously.     Then,  with  a 
quick  plunge  among  the  moss-nested  cockspura, 
we  neared  the  bushes  with  stealthy  tread.  i 

There  was  little  need  to  plumb  the  depth,  for  a 
scant  six  feet  between  float  ring  and  bait  laid  the 
lowest  shot,  and  a  good  nine  inches  of  hair  along 
the  bottom.  As  the  float  fell  noiselessly,  a 
sprinkle  of  light  breadcrumbs  drifted  past,  telling 
me  that  Harold  was  using  the  treasured  paste  of 
his  own  making,  mysterious  of  ingredient,  and  a 
deadly  lui-e. 

At  the  head  of  the  curling  eddy  a  tiny  weir, 
fringed  with  fluttering  weed,  shot  the  water  down 
with  a  frill  of  foam  and  a  drowsy  tinkling. 
Suddenly,  as  I  filled  my  pipe,  the  float  dipped 
warningly  aslant,  poised  itself  sharply  upright, 
and  vanished  with  dazzling  speed.  It  was  a 
clumsy  stroke  as  I  clapped  the  pipe  between  my 
teeth,  but  the  old  cane  veteran  responded 
valiantly  to  the  jerk  of  my  wrist,  curved  from 
lower  socket  to  tip,  and  I  was  fast  in  a  fighting 
fish. 

Only  a  roach,  I  knew,  but  a  pounder  at  least, 
and  no  mean  foe  on  a  slim  thread  of  hair,  with 
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buried  snags  below  and  beyond,  and  piled  boulders 
crammed  with  lurking  places  at  the  tail  of  the 
weir.  Gallantly  he  fought,  and  well,  but  I  played 
him  kneeling.  Then  I  heard  a  quick  twitch,  and, 
glancing  up,  saw  Harold's  line  cutting  the  water 
briskly  with  the  No.  10  well  home  in  a  second 
fish. 

Both  were  grassed — two  trim  pounders — clean 
of  scale  and  brilliant  of  fin,  but  underfed  and 
underweight  for  theii'  breadth  of  beam.  A  gray- 
ling rose  at  a  floating  alder  as  I  rubbed  on  a  second 
bait,  and  curling  out  twenty  yards  of  line  I  sent 
the  float  skimming  across  into  mid  stream,  the 
wind  favouring  the  cast.  It  drifted  down  to 
where  a  jutting  log  sent  a  rippling  trail  of  water 
inshore,  and  hung  motionless  for  an  instant,  lying 
flat  upon  the  stream.  Then  very  slowly  it  righted 
and  bobbed  out  of  sight. 

It  was  a  perch  this  time,  a  mere  eight-ouncer, 
and  I  gave  him  scant  law,  for  I  knew  and  loved 
the  old  grey  pony  whose  tail  I  had  so  often  robbed 
for  hair  tackles,  and  trusted  him  not  to  play  me 
false.  But  as  I  withdrew  the  hook  I  felt  a  little 
pang  of  envy  as  Hai-old's  modulated  "  Cheer-o  !  " 
made  me  look  upstream.  He  was  fast  in  a  giant 
this  time,  a  giant  as  roach  went  in  that  drowsy 
stream,  and  he  played  it  craftily  and  reverently 
as  befitted  its  age  and  dignity. 

Up  and  down  it  plunged,  sometimes  sounding 
nobly  to  the  very  bed  ooze  like  a  baby  whale, 
sometimes  heading  strongly  towards  the  hidden 
snags  that  would  have  earned  it  freedom,  but 
always  with  that  gentle  wearing  strain  upon  it 
that  brought  it  at  last  floundering  under  the 
bank,  where  the  ready  net  hooked  it  beyond  recall. 
To  a  lad,  fishing  with  light  silk  and  tapering  hair, 
a  21b.  roach  killed  skilfully  is  a  feat  not  easily  to 
be  forgotten.  Old  roach  anglers,  I  know,  veterans 
of  the  art,  think  nothing  of  it,  and  once  I  saw  a 
bearded,  tanned  water  dog  of  the  upper  Trent 
wage  a  battle  royal  with  a  41b.  chub,  and  defeat 
the  fish  disastrously  on  a  thread  of  brown  horse- 
hair. But  we  gazed  at  the  broad-scaled  roach 
with  victorious  pride  as  we  laid  it  tenderly  in  the 
shadow  of  the  damp  grass,  knowing  that  we  had 
fought  for  it  in  all  fairness,  and  that  the  battle 
was  not  wholly  to  the  strong. 

And  then  our  tyrant  of  the  weather  sent  a 
hissing  gale  of  rain  across  the  parkland,  bluiTing 
the  water  with  a  thousand  bubbles,  and  huddling 
the  browsing  cattle  together  in  resigned  melan- 
choly. A  lordly  oak  with  flapping  leaves  gave  us 
shelter,  and  buffeted  the  wind  from  his  scarred 
bole  and  from  our  tweed-clothed  backs.  For  a 
while  we  squatted  there,  smoking  and  talking  as 
we  waited  for  the  storm  to  pass.  I  had  laid  down 
my  rod,  sheltering  the  reel  securely  from  the  rain, 
and  placed  the  float  and  straightened  tackle  on 
the  bank  beside  it.  But  the  wind  came  in  heavy 
gusts,  and  must,  unseen,  have  whipped  both  float 
and  tackle  bodily  from  the  bank,  and  whirled 
them  into  the  ruffled  stream,  for  suddenly  I  spied 
a  suggestive  twitch  of  the  rod's  wrapped  lance- 
wood  top,  and  faced  the  downpour  boldly. 

A  6oz.  perch  came  out  protestingly  as  I 
reeled  up  the  kinked  line,  and  I  cursed  his  striped 
knaveship  heartily,  though  not  aloud,  for  he  had 

forged  the  bait  with  all  the  proverbial  greed  of 
is  race,  and  I  loathed  surgical  operations  with  a 
bitter  loathing.  But  presently  the  sun  rode 
through  the  clouds,  blinking  dimly  at  the  tail  of 
the  storm,  and  smoothed  the  wrinkles  from  the 
face  of  the  stream.  Then  we  set  to  work  again, 
this  time  my  hook  hidden  in  a  pea  of  snow-white 
paste,  and  found  the  dwellers  in  the  eddy  rarely 
good-humoured,  to  the  sad  discountenancing  of  the 
weather-wise  angler. 

Again  and  again  at  identical  moments  we  were 
each  playing  a  fish,  till  a  long  double  row  of 
silver  and  red  streaked  the  grass  under  the  thin 
shadow  of  the  fence.  A  brawny  keeper  came 
swinging  through  the  bracken,  gun  on  shoulder, 
and  eyed  our  tactics  for  a  good  half  hour  with 
gratifying  approval,  and  some  few  compliments 
delivered  in  a  broad,  but  not  mystifying,  dialect. 

The  lake  below  held  monster  pike  then,  but 
none  thought  of  tempting  them  with  live  bait  or 
troll  until  the  frosts  had  bleached  the  reeds,  and 
shrivelled  the  bracken.  Still,  one  impudent 
Toungster,  who  tipped  the  scale  at  81b.  or  more, 
bronght  disaster  upon  himself  by  his  own 
I  amazing  audacity  and  impudent  recklessness. 

Harold  had  hooked  a  plump  roach,  when  his 
t  impudence  leapt  up  from  bis  fastness  under  the 
I  shelving  bank,  seized  the  struggling  roach  croas- 


wise  in  his  pointed  jaws,  and  hung  there  a  bare 
two  feet  below  the  water,  staring  up  at  the  angler 
glassily  with  bewildering  sangfroid. 

Then  majestically  he  moved  away,  snapped  the 
hair  with  an  unexpected  plunge,  and  spat  the 
mangled  roach  disdainfully  to  the  surface  as  he 
dwindled  from  our  astonished  sight.  But  such  a 
slight,  and  such  broad-day  robbery  as  that,  could 
not  go  unavenged.  Quickly  tackle  books  were 
opened,  but  all  were  innocent  of  any  fit  weapon 
with  which  to  assassinate  this  nonchalant  thief. 
Three  eel  hooks  wrapped  to  salmon  gut,  the  relics 
of  some  ancient  poaching  night-line,  came  to 
light  at  last,  and  out  of  them  a  crude  live-baiting 
tackle  was  deftly  manufactured.  A  4oz.  roach, 
caught  in  the  shallower  water  below,  was 
let  roam  where  he  listed  till  the  line  called  him  to 
order,  and  urged  him  to  do  his  duty  with  added 
energy. 

And  by  and  bye  his  audacity,  spying  the  squirm- 
ing oval  of  silver,  fanned  himself  upward,  with 
whetted  appetite,  and  seized  the  bait.  Full  time 
Harold  gave  him,  too,  either  to  discard  the 
doubtful  morsel  or  to  pouch  it  sufficiently  to  give 
the  hooks  a  grip  when  the  strike  came,  and  then 
the  rod  tip  leapt  upward,  driving  the  barbs  well 
home.  The  fight  was  brief  and  lacking  in  excite- 
ment, and  in  a  short  five  minutes  my  fingers  slid 
into  his  pulsing  gills,  and,  with  my  left  hand 
tucked  under  his  slimy  belly,  I  lifted  him  to  the 
bank,  an  enemy  easily  conquered.  He  was  an 
8-pounder,  clean  skinned  and  full-eyed,  but  woe- 
fully thin,  as  if  the  table  d'hote  of  his  native 
stream  disagreed  with  him  thoroughly. 

The  roach  had  drifted  downstream,  but  a 
judicious  sprinkling  of  ground-bait  and  some 
patience  wooed  them  back  to  the  tail  of  the  weir. 
Fishing  went  on  apace  till  long  shadows  moving 
westward  draped  the  brackened  parkland  in 
gauzy  haze.  The  sun  sank  red  and  promising, 
flinging  shafts  of  yellow  fanwise  across  the  sky. 
And  all  too  soon  the  drone  of  wheels  told  of  the 
nearing  trap,  and  we  packed  our  rods  in  regretful 
silence.  Four  rows  of  lusty  roach  jostled  each 
other  beneath  the  fence — ninety-four  in  all — and 
a  few  perch  kept  company  with  his  audacity,  the 
pike,  farther  away.  All,  save  his  audacity,  killed 
on  hair  in  water  where  snags  abounded  and  the 
landing  was  difficult.  The  weight  of  the  catch 
was  851b.,  not  counting  the  attenuai^d  pike. 

Bigger  bags  by  far  I  have  had  a  dozen  times, 
but  no  day  that  paints  me  sweeter  memories  than 
that,  in  spite  of  the  gale  and  chilling  rain_  An 
ocean  divides  me  now  from  that  young  comrade  of 
rod  and  line.  The  roach  still  lie  thick  and  hungry 
in  the  depths  of  that  glassy  eddy,  for  it  is  seldom 
that  a  line  is  wetted  in  my  hallowed  stream 
except  below  the  lake,  where  the  trout  are  lusty 
and  fat.  But  I  never  go  there  now,  for  fear  of 
sadness,  dreading  that  it  might  seemed  changed. 
Nor  will  I  tell  you  where  Roachland  is 

E.  Joyce  Muerat. 


THE  PARSON. 


By  "  Kryptos." 

Trout  fishing  was  his  hobby  ;  he  cast  the  lightsome  fly, 
His  hat  behind  his  polished  pate,  his  spectacles  awry, 
A  large  red  handkerchief  peeped  forth  from  'neath  his 
draggled  tails. 

Whilst  o'er  his  coat  and  vest  were  spots  which  looked  like 
fishes'  scales ; 

And  as  he  cast  he  would  rehearse,  with  thoughtful  pause 
and  frown. 

Next  Sunday's  sermon  in  the  rough  ;  then  stop  and  jot  it 
down, 

So  oft-times  when  he  paused  in  church,  and  turned  his 

notes  in  doubt. 
The  village  lads  would  grin  and  aay  :  "  That's  where  'e 

caught  a  trout !  " 

Devonshire  would  seem  unduly  blessed  with 
sporting  parsons,  and  amongst  them  all  there 
is  no  finer  bulwark  of  Church  and  State  than 
the  fishing  cleric,  who  knows  every  inch  of  the 
streams  around  him,  and  dispenses  his  know- 
ledge freely  to  all  brothers  in  the  art  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  come  into  his  little  world. 

A  simple,  whole-hearted  man  is  he,  without  a 
touch  of  bigotry  in  his  nature ;  old  fashioned  in 
his  ways  may  be,  yet  with  a  shrewdly  humorous 
manner  that  makes  him  a  companion  to  be  sought 
out,  a  friend  to  be  kept.  "  Thanks  be  that  I  am 
not  cooped  up  in  a  town !  "  said  he  once,  "  bazaars 
and  sales  of  work  are    entirely    out  of  my 


province  !  "  for  in  his  parish  the  farms  are  isolated, 
and  the  village  can  only  boast  an  inn  and  five 
houses,  including  the  forge.  He  is  unmarried,  as 
he  is  wont  to  say,  "  by  force  and  not  by  fault," 
yet  whatever  that  hidden  page  of  his  life  may 
contain,  he  never  complains,  but  cheerily  advises 
others  to  abstain  from  following  his  example,  and 
never  is  the  parson  more  jovial  and  sunny  faced 
than  when  he  ties  two  blushing,  flushing,  stammer- 
ing rustics  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony. 

The  rector  of  the  next  parish  once  had  cause  to 
complain  that  his  fowl-run  was  visited  by  two- 
legged  poachers,  and  suspicion  fell  upon  one  of 
the  parson's  flock,  a  man  named  Smith.  Sus- 
picion was  changed  into  accusation,  and  the 
rector  came  to  our  old  friend  with  his  tale  of 
woe. 

"  My  dear  sir,"  said  the  parson,  "  think  before 
you  hand  this  man  over  to  the  law !  He  has  a 
wife  and  family,  who  would  suffer  far  more  than 
he  by  his  imprisonment.  Give  the  man  another 
chance  to  amend  his  ways  P  "  With  such  merciful 
argument  did  the  parson  prevail,  and  as  soon  as 
his  visitor  had  gone  he  sought  a  stick — and  Smith, 
when  having  shown  the  latter  the  power  of  the 
former,  he  said,  "  Tou  rascal  I  Don't  ever  let  me 
hear  of  your  misdeeds  again,  and  remember  that 
had  you  not  been  coming  to  show  me  that  trout 
pool  to-moiTow,  you  would  have  been  in  jail  I  " 

Although  rapidly  nearing  the  three  score  years 
and  ten  allotted  by  the  Psalmist,  yet  the  parson  is 
as  sound  in  wind  and  limb  as  most  of  his  younger 
friends,  the  only  sign  of  aged  infirmity  being  his 
short  memory  and  occasional  absent-minded- 
ness. 

The  results  were  sometimes  amusing ;  once  when 
I  was  with  him  we  were  coaching  thi-ough  a  most 
beautiful  valley,  and  the  driver  by  accident 
hitched  the  thong  of  the  whip  in  the  trace  of  one 
of  the  "  leaders."  Parson  was  indulging  in  a 
reverie,  but  started  up  on  seeing  the  man  jerking 
at  his  whip,  and,  leaning  towards  him,  cried  : 
"  Gently  man  !  gently  1  or  you'll  lose  the  fish. 

His  bishop  had  a  great  admiration  for  his 
straightforward  manliness,  and  as  often  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit  went  down  to  the  quiet 
parsonage.  Once  whilst  seated  in  the  snug,  little 
parlour,  chatting  over  the  villagers,  the  bishop 
asked  him  whether  he  had  any  very  bad 
characters  in  his  flock. 

"  Only  one,"  answered  he,  "  and  he's  dead 
now." 

"  I  suppose  drink  was  at  the  bottom  of  it  P  " 
queried  the  bishop. 

"  Probably  drink  had  something  to  do  with  it, 
but  wickedness  was  ingrained  there,  I  fear.  Why, 
the  murders  that  brute  committed  would  astound 
you  !  " 

"  Tou  shock  me  !  "  cried  his  visitor.  "  What  a 
fearful  thing  these  spirits  are !  "  and  the  bishop 
frowned  at  his  glass  of  grog. 

"  He  never  touched  spirits,  my  lord ;  he  only 
drank  water ! " 

"  What  was  he  ?  "  asked  the  puzzled  dignitary. 

"A  pike,  and  there  he  is"  (pointing  to  the 
stuffed  malefactor  hanging  overthe  door).    "  He's 

the  worst  character  we  ever  had  in  T  .  No 

one  would  believe  the  number  of  trout  he  has 
kiUed." 

Only  a  few  years  ago  his  length  and  strength 
of  limb  rescued  him  from  a  most  awkward 
predicament.  He  had  taken  his  rod,  bound 
riverwards,  and  was  crossing  the  last  meadow 
which  stood  between  him  and  his  pleasure,  when 
a  large  black  bull  sighted  his  red  bandana 
handkerchief,  and,  being  no  respecter  of  persons, 
came  full  tilt  at  the  parson,  who,  hearing  the 
ominous  beUow,  took  to  his  heels,  and  made  for 
the  river  and  safety.  It  was  a  long  ran;  they 
reached  the  bank,  the  parson  leading  by  only  a 
few  yards,  and,  without  waiting  to  ascertain  the 
depth,  he  made  its  acquaintance  at  once.  "  That 
was  the  most  unhappy  looking  bull  I  ever  saw," 
he  told  me  afterwards;  "but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  should  not  have  cared  to  have  made  him 
happy  !  "  Then  down  in  the  quiet  glen  he  laid 
his  clothes  upon  the  bouldere  to  dry,  and  whipped 
the  stream  like  a  second  Adam. 

Controversy  vexes  him  not,  and  of  arguments 
he  will  have  none.  "  I  hold  my  view,  you  hold 
yours;  hold  it  tight,  and  I  shall  like  you  the 
better  for  it." 

His  teachings  were  simply  superb  in  their  con- 
ciseness and  utility,  veiy  few  of  his  boys  forgetting 
what  they  owe  to  their  kind-heai-ted  pastor. 
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Some  years  back  one  of  these  same  boys  enlisted, 
and  soon  afterwards  the  regiment  was  sent 
abroad.  Lately  they  retui-ned,  and  the  bronzed 
soldier  came  back  to  the  quiet  village,  where  as  a 
fat-cheeked  boy  he  had  lived  his  uneventful  years. 
Parson  and  soldier  met. 

"  Jim,"  said  the  former,  his  eyes  bright  with 
pride,  "  what  is  your  duty  ?  " 

And  like  a  shot  the  answer  came  : 

"Tell  the  truth,  never  steal,  and  put  back 
under-sized  fish ! " 

There's  a  teaching  for  you ! 


SOUTH-WESTERN  DONEGAL. 

In  my  short  article  on  the  Fjords  of  Kerry 
(June  3)  I  Inentioned  the  great  improvement  which 
the  establishment  of  a  new  line  brings  about  in  a 
hitherto  almost  inaccessible  district,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  with  even  greater  force  to  the 
south-western  portion  of  the  county  of  Donegal. 
The  Donegal  railway,  which  starts  from  the 
Great  Northern  (Ireland)  main  line  at  Strabane, 
fourteen  miles  south  of  Londonderry,  opens  up  a 
wide  area  until  a  few  years  back  all  but  unknown. 
This  district  offers  not  only  inland  and  sea-coast 
scenery  of  great  diversity  and  beauty,  but  affords 
a  fruitful  field  of  interest  to  the  botanist, 
geologist,  and  student  of  Irish  history,  whilst  the 
angler  will  find  in  all  directions  lakes  and  rivers, 
many  free,  and  others  fishable  on  very  moderate 
terms.  "  Hi-Regan "  is  enthusiastic  on  the 
potentialities  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  I  will 
trespass  but  a  little  on  his  preserves,  referring 
my  readers  for  full  details  to  his  classic,  "  How 
and  where  to  fish  in  Ireland." 

J ust  a  few  words,  however,  as  to  the  district 
itself,  of  which  the  accompanying  specially- 
engraved  map  will  give  a  fair  idea. 

The  line  runs  along  the  Finn  valley  for  about 
fourteen  miles,  and  at  one  point  of  its  journey. 
Lough  Mourne,  is  600ft.  above  the  sea.  It  then 
descends  through  the  grand  Gap  of  Barnesmore  (of 
which  a  reproduction  of  a  specially-taken  photo- 
graph, by  W.  Lawrence,  Dublin,  is  here  given) 
to  the  island-studded  Lough  Eske.  From  the 
Lough  to  the  sea  runs  the  Eske  river,  which 
"  holds  salmon  and  plenty  of  white  trout  in  and 
after  autumn  spates.  The  lake  itself  gives  some- 
times very  fair  sport,  not  before  July,  but  the 
grilse  are  small.  The  white  trout  fishing  is 
excellent,  and  the  brown  trout  (feroces,  too)  very 
numerous  and  game ;  charr  abound  here,  and  not 
fished  for."  There  are  good  lodgings  and  hotel 
accommodation  at  Donegal. 

Further  along  the  line  we  reach  Mountcharles, 
with  "a  few  salmon  and  many  white  trout. 
Indeed,  when  these  are  full,  no  better  little  rivers 
can  be  found."  The  proprietor,  Lord  Conyngham, 
is  very  liberal  with  permission,  but  it  must  be 
ashed.  Soon  we  reach  Inver,  at  the  head  of 
beautiful  Inver  Bay,  from  which  runs  north- 
westward towards  Ardara  the  Inver  river,  in 
which  there  is  fine  autumn  sport. 

A  grand  coast  ride  brings  us  to  the  southern 
terminus  of  the  line  at  Killybegs,  which  "  Hi- 
Regan  "  says  is  the  best  for  headquarters.  I 
would,  however,  venture  to  suggest  Oarrick,  ten 
miles  westward.  There  are  a  regular  car  service 
and  a  first-class  hotel,  and  the  town  is  situated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Glen  river,  which  "  Hi-Regan  " 
himself  tells  us  is  "  the  best "  in  the  district. 
The  little  town  is  in  the  centre  of  some  of  the 
grandest  scenery  in  the  county,  including  Teelin 
Bay,  with  its  stupendous  cliffs  of  Sunglass  and 
Slieve  League,  and  fine  sea  fishing ;  the  precipitous 
One  Man's  Pass,  1800ft.  high,  with  its  grand 
colouring ;  and  the  splendid  Salmon  Leap  at 
Carrick,  of  which  I  am  able  to  give  a  beautiful 
illustration,  from  "An  Unknown  Country,"  by 
the  courtesy  of  Messrs.  Macmillan,  the  publishers. 

From  Oarrick  there  may  be  had  a  grand  twenty 
mile  drive  across  the  mountains  to  Glenties,  the 
northern  terminus  of  the  line,  but  angling  readers 
would  do  well  to  take  matters  slowly,  as  many 
rivers  are  passed  or  crossed,  all  of  thom  fishable. 
On  the  way  we  traverse  the  lovely  Pass  of 
Glengesh,  a  veritable  Alpine  pass,  running  for 
about  two  miles  between  rugged  mountains 
1300ft.  and  1700ft.  high,  and  on  emerging  we 
soon  reach  Ardara,  "  the  most  picturesque  village 
in  all  Donegal."  Here  there  is  a  nice  little  inn, 
and  abundance  of  lakelets  at  hand,  and  we  follow 
the  Owen  tucker  and  then  the  Owenea  rivers,  both 


most  fishable,  up  to  Glenties.  "  About  nine  miles 
off,"  says  "  Hi-Regan,"  "  is  Dungloe,  the  Ultima 
Thule  of  anglers  in  Ireland,  and  surrounded  with 
lakes  full  of  fish  and  practically  uncounted."  I 
humbly  agree  with  his  description,  but  beg  to  differ 
as  to  the  distance.  I  have  been  over  the  ground 
many  times,  and  by  three  routes :  via  Ballyna- 
carrick  Ferry  (very  dull) — via  Doochary  Bridge — 


TROUT  ANGLING  IN  NORWAY. 

Although,  practically,  all  country-bred  Nor- 
wegians, as  well  as  a  considerable  proportion  of 
towns  folk,  are  sportsmen,  their  predilections  lie 
distinctly  in  the  direction  of  the  rifle  and  the 
gun,  comparatively  few  caring  for,  or,  at  any  rate, 
devoting  much  time  to  the  rod.    Considering  the 


From  a  Pliolo  b}/] 


The  Gap  of  £arnes.more. 


[ir.  Lawrence,  Dublin. 


Salmon   Leap  at  Caeriok. 
(From  "  An  Unknown  Country.") 


and  via  Fintown — and  make  the  distances  four- 
teen, eighteen,  and  twenty-two  miles  respectively. 
If  there  be  a  nearer  route  I  should  like  to  know 
it.  However,  having  arrived  at  Glenties,  in- 
exorable editorial  commands  warn  me  that  I 
must  wind  up  my  reel,  and  I  can  only  conclude 
by  regretting  that  half  my  story  has  not  been 

told.  F.  E.  LONQLBY. 


character  of  the  country,  abounding  as  it  does 
in  lakes  and  rivers,  this  seems  somewhat  singular ; 
but  the  fact  nevertheless  remains  that  in  many 
districts  the  inhabitants,  even  now,  have  little 
or  no  conception  of  the  actual  requirements  of 
the  angler — beyond  the  presence  of  water  and 
fish ;  and  it  is  this  ignorance  of  the  A,  B,  C,  so 
to  speak,  which  accounts  for  there  being  so  little 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARBINE 

SLIP-ON  COAT 


Proof 


RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 

HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 

THORNS,  and  FISH-HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON, 
its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incontestable ;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and 
continuous  rain  without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  the  materials 
being  as  porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth,  so  that  it 
may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or  fine  weather  with  equal 
comfort.  Built  on  a  plan  that  obviates  the  possibility  of  any  tie,  and  is 
equally  good  over  any  thickness  of  clothing. 

GABARDINE  COMBINATION  (patent) 

OUTSIDE  GABAMDINE,  INSIDE  WOOL.   Both  Fabrics  WEATMEBFItOOF. 


Price  - 


63s. 


BURBERRYS, 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON, 

BASINGSTOKE. 


AND 


£XP6rtS  ^  WEATHEBPBOOF  KIT. 

of  "Gabardine"  and  "Urber," 
Pafantp/iV      Oomblnea,  The  Eqai-Pede, 
r aienieeS  Burben-y  CoatJ,  &c. 

C««MMfnf(»#0  fo""  Shooting.  Fishing,  Golfing, 
OpBGIallSlS  Polo,  Yachting,   Cycling  and 
Eacing  Garments. 


CURIOUS  AND  INTERESTING  PACT 


CONCEBNING  AN 


ITCHEN  TROUT  and  the  MAY  FLY 


whereas  this  one,  after  nine  months'  growth,  now  weighs 
only  lilb. ;  on  the  other  hand,  you  know  how  much  larger 
are  always  the  fish  you  lose  than  those  you  take  !  I  find 
there  are  other  claimants  for  this  fly.  The  Professor,  who 


The  "  Fishing  GazeUe,"  April  16, 1898. 

"The  Major  caught  a  brace  of  trout  and  several  trouble- 
some grayling  ;  tie  largest  trout  was  about  l^lb.,  and  by 
this  trout  there  bangs  a  tale. 

"  When  I  was  fishing  in  the  same  meadow  last  June  I 
lest  many  a  trout  and  many  a  May  Fly ;  now  it  so  happens 
that  in  the  gill  of  this  trout  wan  found,  firmly  hooked,  a 
very  perfect  May  Fly — the  G.O.M. — with  Gin.  of  gut. 
He  has  worn  and  no  doubt  been  proud  of  this  distinctive 
decoration  ever  since.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very 
remarkable  thing  that  fly  and  hook  should  have  been  in 
that  fish  for  more  than  nine  months,  and  now  as  perfect 
and  fresh  as  if  it  had  been  in  my  pocket-book  all  the  time ; 
the  gut  i^  rather  rottf  n.  The  gold  tinsel  round  the  body 
is  as  bright  as  ever  it  was,  one  wing  is  slightly  mangled, 
as  if  other  envious  trcut  had  tried  to  nibtle  it.  I  fully 
believe  that  fly  u  mine,  that  I  lost  that  fish  on  that  par- 
ticular spot  last  May  ;  the  only  doubt  I  have  about  it  is 
that  I  then  estimated  the  fish  I  lost  as  at  least  IJlb., 


is  not  here  now,  hna  certainly  a  claim.  I  can  only  say, 
'  Palmam  qui  merait  ferat,'  if  it  can  only  be  proved.  It 
is  distinctly  a  G.O.M.  of  Mrs.  Oiden  Smith's  make." 

The  Amateur  Angleb, 


The  "Fishing  Gazette,"  April  30,  1898. 
"  Here  is  a  picture  of  the  G.O.M.  May  Fly  imitatioa, 
aft^r  it  had  heen  worn  in  the  gill  of  a  trout  for  about 
eleven  months,  as  described  by  me  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  April  16.  Of  course  there  is  no  novelty  in  finding  a  fty 
in  a  trout's  mouth  ;  but  it  is  somewhat  of  a  novelty  to  be 
able  to  identify  the  fly,  and  also  to  find  it  in  such  a  perfect 
state  of  preservation  after  so  long  a  time  of  wear  and 
tear." — Amateur  Angleb. 


THE  "GLADSTONE"  MAY  FLIES, 

The  invention  of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  were  the  most 
successful  flies  used  last  season,  proving  more  killing  than 
any  other  pattern,  especially  on  the  Hampshire  streams. 
They  float  remarkably  well,  dry  very  quickly,  and  can  be 
had  ia  twenty  varieties  of  shade,  both  in  the  body  and 
wings.  Price  43.  per  dozen.  To  be  obtained  only  at 
Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park  Comer,  8.W. ; 
and  34,  St.  John's-hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  S.W. 


MAY  FLIES 

4/-  per  doz. 


MAY  FLIES 

per  doz. 


OGDEN  SMITH, 


6,  Park  Side, 


And  at  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  London,  S.W. 
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done  to  encourage  tte  presence  of  the  foreign 
fisherman  in  places  where  there  are  no  special 
scenic  attractions. 

In  rural  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  there 
are  innumerable  inns  and  houses  for  the  reception 
of  guests,  whose  owners  contrive  to  make  very 
satisfactory  additions  to  their  incomes  out  of  the 
wandering  angler.  As  long  as  that  worthy 
individual  gets  fair  sport,  peace,  and  quiet,  he 
will  stand  a  good  deal  in  the  way  of  homely  fare 
and  accommodation ;  taking  him  all  round,  he  is 
a  distinctly  more  desirable  and  less  exigeant 
guest  than  the  professional  tourist,  who,  armed 
with  a  set  of  coupons  purchased  in  England, 
hurries  thi-ough  the  land,  grumbling  at  everything, 
and  for  whose  accommodation  scores  of  huge 
wooden  ban-acks  are  run  up  in  all  directions. 
The  rod  fisherman,  moreover,  besides  being 
a  sociable  individual  and  given  to  friendly 
eonverse,  is  conservative  in  his  tastes ;  he  loves 
to  identify  himself  and  the  various  episodes  of 
his  favourite  occupation  with  the  natural  features 
of  the  landscape,  and  if  well  treated  will  return 
year  after  year,  with  praiseworthy  regularity,  to 
any  spot  for  which  he  may  take  a  liking,  rather 
than  go  further  afield.  A  friendly  look  of 
familiarity  on  the  countenance  of  Dame  Nature 
IB  as  pleasant  to  him  as  the  smile  of  a  welcoming 
host,  and  the  pools  of  foaming  water  from  which 
he  last  year  filled  his  basket  possess  more 
interest  for  him  than  do  all  the  unexplored  lakes 
and  tarns  among  the  high-f  jelds. 

Whereas,  moreover,  few  regular  tourists  make 
their  appearance  before  July,  and  nearly  all  are 

fone  by  the  beginning  of  September,  many  an 
Inglish  fisherman  would  be  only  too  glad  to  cross 
the  North  Sea  as  soon  as  the  spring  flood  had 
commenced,  were  he  to  receive  any  encouragement. 
But  such  is  not  usually  extended,  and  should  a 
member  of  the  fraternity  venture  over  early  in 
June,  he  is  looked  upon  as  more  or  less  of  a 
lunatic.  He  is  told  that  there  is  no  use  in  attempt- 
ing to  catch  trout  until  at  least  a  month  later,  when 
the  show  water  has  run  off,  unless  by  trolling, 
an  occupation  which  he  is  pretty  sure  to  detest ; 
at  the  places  of  entertainment  which  he  finds 
open  thus  early  in  the  year,  he  is  fed  upon  trout 
which,  his  host  naively  informs  him,  are  netted 
fresh  daily  upon  the  very  lakes  he  has  come  to 
fish,  or  which  were  captured  during  the  previous 
spawning  season  and  salted  down;  and  of  an 
evening  he  is  refreshed  by  the  appearance  of 
some  local  personages  endeavouring  to  secure 
a  meal  or  two  by  means  of  the  '■  otter." 

Now,  no  angler,  however  patient  and  long 
suffering  he  may  be,  wiU  stand  such  a  reception 
as  this ;  people  who  slaughter  trout  in  the  spawn- 
ing season,  and  take  them  in  spring  with  the  net 
and  the  "otter,"  are,  according  to  his  creed, 
Goths  and  Yandals,  andhe  returns  forthwith  to  his 
old  haunts  in  Scotland  or  Ireland,  never  to  repeat 
the  experiment. 

Throughout  Norway  the  universal  complaint  is 
the  shortness  of  the  summer  season  during  which 
foreigners  visit  the  country ;  but  here  is  an 
opportunity  for  lengthening  it  which  necessitates 
no  elaborate  preparations.  To  say  that  there  is 
no  trout  fishing  worth  having  until  July,  or  until 
the  snow  flood  has  run  off,  is  absurd.  The  writer 
has  made  excellent  baskets  with  the  fly  during  the 
first  days  of  June  in  Thelemarken,  and  with  the 
same  lure  he  last  year  caught  fish  in  good  con- 
dition at  a  height  of  3000lt.  above  the  sea,  in  lakes 
where  the  water  was  composed  entirely  of  freshly 
melted  snow,  and  on  whose  shores  the  drifts  still 
lay  deep. 

Because  the  climatic  conditions  throughout 
June  are  not  usually  such  as  to  induce  profes- 
sional tourists  to  visit  Norway  so  early  in  the 
year,  there  is  no  earthly  reason  why  anglers 
should  not  be  encouraged  to  do  so.  The  extent  of 
water  in  which,  during  that  month,  trout  may  be 
taken  with  the  fly  is  enormous,  and  were 
systematic  efforts  made  to  inform  angling  commu- 
nities abroad  of  the  fact,  we  venture  to  tbink  that 
the  results  would  be  more  satisfactory  than 
attempting  to  induce  Englishmen  to  face  the 
North  Sea  and  the  fogs  of  the  Cbristiania  Fjord 
in  search  of  a  winter  climate,  |when  an  equally 
good  one  can  be  reached  from  London  in  twenty- 
tour  hours  or  less,  the  entire  journey,  except  the 
Channel,  being  performed  by  train. 

But,  as  already  remarked,  no  angler  will  stand 
the  net  and  the  "  otter  "  ;  at  places  where  those 
contrivances  are  in  use  nothing  will  induce  him 


to  remain,  and  the  sooner  the  hosts  of  hotels, 
sanatoriums,and  such  likeestablishments  through- 
out rural  Norway  realise  this  the  better  will  it 
be  for  their  pockets.  To  tell  a  man  that  by 
putting  up  at  a  certain  house  he  can  enjoy  good 
fishing,  and  after  his  arrival  to  feed  him  upon 
trout  taken  with  nets  from  the  very  lakes  advertised 
as  the  scene  of  his  prospective  sport,  is  altogether 
too  ridiculous,  and  hardly  calculated  to  induce 
either  a  return  of  the  guest  or  future  visits  from 
his  friends. 

And  so  with  regard  to  July  and  August. 
During  these  months  the  area  of  possible  sport  is 
vastly  increased,  and  the  lakes  and  streams  on 
whose  shores  the  angler  might  enjoy  himself  are 
innumerable;  but  in  the  great  majority  of 
instances  the  inhabitants  do  their  best  to  destroy 
the  stock  by  netting,  preferring  a  few  barrels  of 
salted  trout  to  the  much  more  satisfactory  harvest 
they  might  reap  from  the  presence  of  the  rod 
fisherman.  Rugde. 


MARKET  DEEPING  AS  AN  ANGLING 
EESORT. 


Market  Deeping  is  a  small  market  town  in 
Lincolnshire,  pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks  of 
the  Welland.  Practically,  it  is  connected  to 
Deeping  St.  James,  the  two  forming  one  extended 
district ;  but,  theoretically,  they  are  quite  distinct, 
their  institutions  and  everything  connected  with 
either  place  being  peculiar  to  each  town.  Years 
ago  the  fishery  rights  on  the  Welland,  from  some 
little  distance  above  Market  Deeping  Bridge  to 
the  Kenulph  Stone,  Deeping  St.  James — a  distance 
of  about  five  miles — were  bought  by  a  number  of 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  and  generously  thrown 
open  to  the  angling  public  on  the  annual  payment 
of  a  merely  nominal  fee.  For  some  years  the 
subscriptions  failed  to  balance  the  expenditure ; 
but  now  that  this  pleasant  stretch  of  water  is 
becoming  more  largely  patronised,  the  financial 
aspect  has  considerably  improved.  The  annual 
subscription  is  5s.  to  residents  within  ten  miles  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  fishery  ;  labourers  and 
journeymen,  29.  6d.  each.  The  annual  subscrip- 
tion for  all  persons  residing  ten  miles  beyond  the 
boundary  is  one  guinea.  A  daily  ticket  can  be 
obtained  for  Is.,  and  a  weekly  ticket  for  2s.  6d. 

The  statutory  close  season  is  in  force,  pike 
fishing  commencing  on  Aug.  1,  the  minimum  size 
allowed  to  be  taken  being  18in.  between  the  eye 
and  the  fork  of  the  tail. 

Any  angler  who  visits  Market  Deeping  with 
the  anticipation  of  finding  deep,  quiet  swims, 
such  as  are  the  delight  of  numbers  of  London 
anglers,  will  be  disappointed.  Nottingham  fish- 
ing, fine  and  far  off,  is  the  style  to  be  adopted, 
as,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  deep  holes,  the 
water  is  very  shallow.  If  the  angling  reader  will 
accompany  me,  I  will,  in  imagination,  stroll  down- 
stream, pointing  out  the  likeliest  holes,  and 
enumerating  some  of  the  best  methods  to  be 
adopted  in  each.  Commencing  at  Market  Deep- 
ing Bridge,  and  glancing  over  into  the  water,  fine 
chub  will  be  noticed  swimming  about.  This 
bridge  consists  of  three  arches,  the  middle  and 
southern  ones  being  the  best  to  fish. 

Undoubtedly  the  best  bait  is  a  minnow, 
moimted  on  a  hook,  chub  size.  Let  the  line  float 
gently  through  the  arch,  and  when  it  reaches  the 
other  end  you  will  probably  be  rewarded  with  a 
bite  from  a  chub,  or,  perhaps,  a  perch. 

I  once  took  four  fish  in  four  swims  under  the 
south  arch,  standing  in  a  field  where  I  could  see 
my  float.  The  fish  taken  were  a  2ilb.  jack,  a  ^Ib. 
perch,  and  two  chub,  weighing  respectively  l^lb. 
and  22lb.,  the  hook  being  mounted  on  fine  gut. 
Some  little  time  should  be  allowed  before  the  fish 
is  struck. 

With  regard  to  minnows,  they  are  plentiful 
enough — too  plentiful  in  fact.  Many  a  time  have 
they  stripped  a  hook  of  its  covering  of  wasp 
grubs,  which,  I  may  mention,  are  the  best  all- 
round  bait  for  this  water,  just  as  a  lai-ge  chub  was 
thinking  of  sampling  them. 

If  the  middle  arch  is  fished  a  boat  is  necessary, 
but  caution  is  essential,  as  the  wash  of  the  boat 
will  scare  the  fish. 

I  once  saw  a  fine  trout  scaling  3f  lb.  that  was 
captured  here  by  a  comparative  novice.  The  bait 
used  was  a  large  lob  worm,  and  the  fortunate 
captor  brought  his  prize  round  to  me,  when  we 
weighed  the  fish. 


Such  a  capture  in  the  Welland  is  certainly 
unique.  Trout  were  placed  in  some  years  ago,  but 
no  doubt  they  became  toothsome  morsels  for  the 
pike  with  which  the  river  abounds,  and  which 
afford  splendid  sport,  as  I  can  testify  from 
experience.  Leaving  the  bridge,  the  angler 
passes  downstream  till  he  reaches  the  gasworks. 
Here  the  water  is  about  5ft.  deep,  and  is  a  good 
spot  for  pike.  It  is  useless  trying  for  other  fish, 
as  the  opening  of  the  locks  nearly  empties  the 
river,  and  fish  never  settle  here  for  any  length  of 
time.  In  the  Welland,  and  in  this  upper  reach 
especially,  the  position  of  the  pike  varies  with  the 
state  of  the  water,  and  an  angler  may  catch  pike 
one  day  where  some  little  while  before  hardly  a 
fish  was  to  be  seen.  In  the  hot  weather,  when  the 
water  is  low,  pike  work  their  way  upstream  in 
considerable  quantities,  finally  settling  in  a  large 
mill  head,  which  is  private  property. 

Pike  fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  is  then  almost 
a  waste  of  time.  The  first  flood,  however,  brings 
the  pike  down  again,  and  the  angler  may  expect 
good  sport  as  soon  as  the  water  has  sufiBciently 
cleared.  The  fish  have  been  buffeted  about  by  the 
strong  current,  which  has  probably  prevented 
them  from  obtaining  their  accustomed  supply  of 
food,  and  are  madly  on  the  feed.  If  the  lock 
gates  are  wide  open  the  fish  will  be  carried 
through,  and  may  be  angled  for  in  the  lock  hole. 
If  the  water  is  escaping  over  the  overflow,  the  fish 
will  remain  in  the  upper  reach.  The  best  pike 
fishing  is  always  obtained  after  a  heavy  flood,  and 
the  observant  angler  who  watches  the  water  will 
be  rewarded  by  some  fine  catches. 

Some  few  years  ago  large  baskets  were  made, 
but  nowadays,  as  anglers  have  increased,  the 
number  of  fish  per  rod  is  relatively  smaller. 

For  years  the  Welland  was  fished  by  two  or 
three  enthusiasts,  and  the  captures  at  times  were 
something  to  be  remembered.  But  the  day  of 
great  things  is  past,  and  the  angler  patronising 
this  well-known  angling  resort  mnst  expect  ever- 
increasing  competition. 

The  usual  method  of  pike  fishing  adopted  is  a 
live  bait  on  a  J ardine  snap. 

From  five  to  ten  seconds  should  be  allowed 
before  striking,  the  time  varying  with  the  season 
and  the  appetite  of  the  fish,  whether  madly  on  the 
feed  or  only  moderately  hungry. 

A  snap  on  which  I  have  landed  some  good  fish 
consisted  of  a  Jardine  snap,  with  an  extra  triangle 
hanging  the  opposite  side  of  the  bait,  after  the 
manner  of  a  "Bickerdyke"  snap.  The  tackle 
thus  consists  of  three  triangles,  most  certain  in 
hooking.  Any  angler  can  make  them  up  himself, 
and  friends  of  mine  have  ordered  them  from 
Carter's  at  a  cost  of  4d.  each. 

The  largest  pike  I  ever  took  in  the  Welland — a 
12-pounder — was  captured  on  one  of  these  snaps. 

Between  the  gasworks  and  Deeping  St.  James' 
Lock  good  sport  may  sometimes  be  obtained  with 
an  artificial  bait,  and  an  ordinary  spoon  is  as  good 
as  anything ;  but  I  should  only  adopt  this  method 
when  baits  were  not  at  hand.  The  bank  is  fringed 
with  trees,  which  prevent  the  angler  from  covering 
all  the  water  when  spinning.  Of  course,  when 
the  water  is  in  flood,  spinning  is  worse  than 
useless. 

Just  below  the  lock  the  water  runs  rather 
shallow,  and  pike  can  often  be  seen  basking  in 
the  sun's  rays.  Imagine  a  pike  of,  say,  51b.  lying 
on  these  shallows.  The  angler's  tackle  should  be 
light,  with  a  small  lead,  and  a  float  no  larger  than 
is  absolutely  necessary.  A  small  bottle  cork, 
with  a  cut  in  its  side,  is  as  good  as  anything. 
Carefully  letting  out  the  necessary  line,  the  angler 
throws  well  over  and  above  the  fish.  This  is 
necessary ;  first,  to  prevent  the  pike  being  scared 
by  a  heavy  splash ;  and,  secondly,  to  work  the  bait 
to  the  spot  with  the  assistance  of  the  current. 

This  is  often  more  difficult  of  accomplishment 
than  it  seems.  However,  in  five  cases  out  of  six 
the  pike  will  take  the  bait  painfully  floundering 
in  front  of  him.  Sometimes,  when  he  is  not  on 
the  feed,  he  can  often  be  deluded  into  sampling 
the  bait  by  a  slight  jerk  of  the  line.  This  trick, 
well  known  to  pike  fishermen,  throws  the  bait  on 
its  side,  and  the  light  causes  it  to  appear  a  sheen 
of  glittering  silver,  often  proving  an  irresistible 
temptation  to  a  pike.  Many  a  wary  fish  have  I 
captured  by  this  method.  If  the  roach  is  too 
lively,  a  slight  blow  on  the  head  will  partially  stun 
him.  The  great  thing  to  be  remembered  is  that  a 
bait  should  be  presented  to  a  pike  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  appears  disabled. 
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Bottom  fishing  does  not  account  for  many  fisli 
in  the  lock  hole.  I  have  often  fishod  it,  but  never 
captured  anything  worth  having,  and  the  expe- 
riences of  other  fishermen  are  somewhat  similar. 
Good  sport  can,  however,  be  had  lower  down 
among  the  roach  with  the  artificial  fly,  and  decent 
baskets  are  often  made.  This  branch  of  the  sport 
is  practised  mostly  by  visitors.  The  local  anglers 
as  a  rule,  make  a  speciality  of  pike  fishing.  I  have 
taken  decent  roach  in  the  upper  reach  by  floating 
live  bluebottles  downstream. 

I  used  to  keep  the  gentles  in  a  large  cardl)oard 
bos  until  they  turned  into  flies.  This  box  had  a 
little  hole  at  the  top,  with  a  sliding  arrangement 
to  let  them  out  one  at  a  time.  One  day  I  managed 
to  drop  the  box,  the  lid  came  off,  and  the  air 
became  thick  with  escaping  insects.  It  was  a  kind 
of  plague  of  flies  in  miniature.  They  swarmed 
irto  my  landlord's  pantry,  and  simply  filled  the 
place. 

He  was  puzzled  to  know  where  they  all  came 
from,  and  I  am  afraid  he  remained  so,  for  I  did 
not  think  it  necessary  or  wise  to  enlighten  him. 
I  can  imagine  him  now,  frantically  beating  the  air 
with  a  duster,  and  making  energetic  sweeps  at  the 
offending  insects.  A.  H.  Law. 

(To  be  continued.) 


WELLINGTON  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  twenty-fonrth  annual  dinner,  arranged  under  the 
auspices  of  the  premier  fishing  organisation  iu  Notting- 
ham, the  Wellington  Society,  was  held  at  the  Spread 
Eagle  Hotel,  Goldsmith-street,  on  Jane  5,  and  in  every 
sense  it  was  a  highly  successful  gathering.  The  society 
had  the  pleasure  of  having  Sir  Heory  Bromley,  Bart.,  the 
hon.  president,  in  the  chiir,  Mr.  F.  Warsop,  always 
prominently  associated  with  the  Wellington  Club  meet- 
ings, officiating  as  vice-chairman.  There  was  a  numerous 
assembly,  including  the  Hon.  R.  Bromley,  the  Eev. 
Canon  Ferris,  Mr.  W.  Gaskell  (president),  Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard  (Fishing  Gazette),  Mr.  A.  Henry  (Wyresdale 
Fishery,  Scorton,  Lancashire),  Mr.  P.  S.  Clay.  Mr.  J.  T. 
Hodson  (vice-president),  Mr.  J.  Baines,  Mr.  F.  Hobson, 
Messrs.  E.  Hooton,  H.  B.  Hoe,  J.  R.  Irwin,  J.  Lewis,  J. 
Greaves,  J.  Tajlor,  H.  Lewis,  F.  Baker,  H.  Daykin,  J. 
Cooper,  F.  Lindley,  T.  Lirge,  C.  Hickling,  J.  W.  Foster, 
W.  Bass,  J.  W.  Jones,  J.  C.  Slasher,  W.  Marshall,  A. 
Johnstone,  A.  Collishaw,  W.  Hewson,  A.  C.  Johnstone, 
R.  Bailey,  W.  Blore,  J.  Clayton,  H.  Birks,  F.  Flewict, 
George  Gilbert,  W.  Gregory  (hon.  treasurer),  and  Harry 
Spray  (th?  genial  and  enthusiastic  hon.  secretiry). 

Followicg  a  capital  dinner,  served  in  characteristic  style 
by  Mr.  Charles  Smith,  the  Chairman  submitted  the  loyal 
toast,  which  was  honoured  with  the  customary  cordiality. 

At  a  subsequent  stage  in  the  proceedings  Sir  Henry 
Beomley  submitted  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The 
Wellington  Angling  Society."  He  spoke  of  the  pleasure 
he  had  in  attending,  and  his  appreciation  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  propose  aucc^sa  to  the  Wellington  Society.  He 
waj  glad  they  had  secured  the  presence  of  the  rector  of 
the  parish  (the  Eev.  Canon  Ferris),  an  experienced  and 
Ecientific  angler,  of  the  Chief  Constable  (Mr.  P.  S.  Clay), 
who,  unfortunately,  hid  to  leave  rather  early,  but  who  is 
the  head  of  the  most  civil  and  obliging  fore  3  he 
knew,  of  Mr.  Howard,  their  old  friend  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  a'so  cf  a  representative  of  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery,  so  admirably  administered.  In  relation  to  the 
society  itself.  Sir  Henry  said  he  was  gratified  to  learn 
that  it  was  in  such  a  flourishing  condition  and  accom- 
plishing so  much  for  the  development  of  the  best  and 
truest  interesta  of  angling.  It  was  a  grand  thing  to  unite 
at  an  annual  social  fanction  and  exchange  views  upon 
various  branches  of  the  art  and  their  respec'ive  ex- 
periences. After  all  there  was  nothing  so  beneficial  to 
health  as  the  popular  pastime  in  which  they  were  all 
iaterested.  When  at  the  riverside  they  drowned  all  their 
cares  and  little  troubles. 

The  CnAiEMAN  spoke  encouragingly  of  the  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  Wellington  Club  to  promote  trout  fishing, 
and  urged  the  members  to  develop  the  more  ecientitic 
branch  cf  the  art,  namely,  fly  fishing.  There  were  some 
beautiful  shallows  at  Fiskerton,  and  quantities  of  fish. 
They  were  all  reputed  expert  bottom  fishermen,  but  he 
wanted  them  to  become  equally  skilful  anglers  with  tlie 
fly  rod.  By  doing  so  they  would  have  countless  oppor- 
turities  of  stimulating  interest  in  tatural  history,  both  as 
regarded  flies  and  animals.  Sir  Henry  spoke  of  the 
necessity  of  an  increase  in  membership,  the  importanca  of 
maintaining  their  poeition  as  the  premier  angling  associa- 
tion, not  only  of  the  county  of  Notts  but  of  a  very  extensive 
area.  Coupled  with  the  toast  were  the  names  of  Mr. 
Gaskell  and  Mr.  Howard.    (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  Howard  addressed  a  few  observations  to  the 
members,  express'n?  the  hope  that  the  c'ub  would  continue 
to  prosper  as  it  had  eince  ita  establishment.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  membt-rs,  now  an  endeavour  was  being  made 
to  promote  trout  fishing,  to  suppoit  it  heartily  by  sub- 
Bcribiiig  and  popularising  fly  fishing  in  the  Trent.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

In  returning  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  association, 
Mr.  Gaskell  acknowledged  the  sincerity  and  cordi- 
ality characterising  the  acceptance  of  the  toast. 
They  felt  greatly  honoured  that  Sir  Henry  Bromley 
had  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  socisty  to  pre- 
«id"»  at  ifg  annual  dinner.  He  (Mr.  Gaskell)  was 
gratified  to  be  able  to  endorte  all  that  had  been  said 
about  the  prosperity   of  the  association   up  to  the 


present.  From  time  to  time  he  had  had  srm^  reluctance 
in  accepting  the  presidency,  but  he  should  be  miserable 
had  he  not  accepted  the  postilion.  He  loved  it  and  the 
members  very  dearly,  having  been  connected  with  sport  all 
his  life.  He  admired  the  hearty  goodwill  and  siirit  of 
harmony  which  existed  between  all  associated  with  the 
club.  It  was  really  a  society  of  brotherhood.  There 
were  no  bickerings  or  little  differences  to  settle  between 
the  members,  and  his  position  as  president  was  an 
exceedingly  happy  one.  He  only  hoped  that  as  they 
made  advancement  they  would  enlarge  the  roll  of 
m'^mber.ship  and  possibilities  of  accomplishing  greater 
things.  The  speaker  went  on  to  refer  to  the  subject  of  the 
pollution  of  the  Trent,  and  said  he  plead.'d  the  ciuso  of 
great  tribes — of  the  finny  tribe,  whose  inherent  right  to 
breathe  a  pure  air  was  equal  to  our  own,  of  the  feathered 
tribe,  of  the  cittle,  of  the  human  tribe,  of  those  who 
sought  recreation  upon  its  surface,  and  to  stiffen  the 
sinews  of  youth  by  aquatic  exercise,  of  the  hundreds  who 
used  the  water  as  a  highway  for  commerce,  of  the 
thousands  of  anglers  who  threw  in  the  tempting  bai^,  fear- 
ful lest  the  turbid  water  should  obscure  the  daiaty  morsel, 
and  of  the  many  households  whose  domestic  wells 
were  fed  by  its  precolating  and  would-be  filtered 
water,  that  they  might  become  wells  of  life,  and  not 
remain  cesspools  of  fever  and  diphtheria.  Such,  as 
the  president  of  the  Wellington  Club,  was  his  brief.  They 
fully  recognised  on  the  part  of  the  city  officials  a  sincare 
desire  to  ramedy  the  state  of  things  existing  in  the  river 
below  Nottingham,  but  did  not  the  prospect  of  a  cleaner 
river  impose  new  duties  upon  fishermen  ?  Yes.  It  would 
be  for  them  to  devise  means  for  doing  their  share  for  the 
batterment  of  sport.  Up  to  the  present  anglers  had 
thought  only  of  taking  fish  from  the  river.  For  the  future 
the  question  of  re-stocking  should  occupy  a  prominent 
place  in  the  yearly  programme.  Their  society  had  already 
taken  the  initiative,  and,  through  the  generosity  of  a  few  of 
the  members,  fifty  large  breeding  trout  had  been  turned  into 
the  Shardlo  w  stretch.  That  was  only  a  start,  and  the  society 
solicited  the  interest,  sympathy,  and  practical  support  of  all 
sportsmen  in  its  endeavour  to  complete  the  experiment. 
Such  was  their  position  at  the  present  time,  and  he  had 
very  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  Sir  Henry  had 
promised  a  donation  of  £5  towards  the  consummation  of 
the  object  in  view.  Mr.  Gaskell  also  referred  to  the 
kindness  of  Sir  Henry  in  using  his  influence  to  obtain  a 
cei'tain  trout  stream  for  the  club  under  reasonable 
cjndiiijns.  (App'a'ise.) 

The  health  of  the  chairman  was  cordially  and  musically 
honoured,  as  also  were  toasts  to  "  The  Hon.  Secretary" 
and  "  The  Host."  Both  Mr.  Spray  and  Mr.  Smith 
returned  thanks,  the  last  named  gentleman  speaking  at 
length  upon  the  efforts  of  the  Nottingham  Corporation  to 
prevent  pollution. 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  programme  was 
presented.  Me-srs.  Arthur  Likin,  W.  Downing,  and 
T.  J.  Turner  sang  with  conspicuous  success;  Mr.  A.  U. 
Smith  contributed  entertaining  musical  sketches  ;  whilst 
the  members  of  the  Wellington  Band  individually  and 
collectively  rendered  several  very  acceptable  selections. 
Mr.  Gregory  supplied  the  pianoforte  accompiniments. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Isower  Thames.— General  Eemarks.— In  another 
few  days  the  river  will  be  open  to  the  great  body  of 
anglers,  and  it  is  just  possible  in  another  week  one  may  be 
able  to  report  their  presence  on  the  Thames.  I  can 
remember  years  ago  there  were  then  living  anglers  who 
always  made  a  point  of  being  out  as  early  as  they  could  to 
first  wet  their  lines,  and  to  go  to  their  daily  duties  in 
London  with  the  record  they  had  taken  their  first  fish  of 
the  season,  and  this  was  particularly  the  case  with  some 
devoted  anglers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hampton.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  mo  to  hear  of  the  continual  changes  in 
the  angling  clubs  in  regard  to  gross  weight  competitions 
being  abolished,  and  prizes  only  given  for  specimen  fish. 
In  the  early  days  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  started  the 
movement  in  that  direction,  and  it  was  not  received  with- 
out considerable  opposition,  the  particular  ground  of 
objection  being  it  would  materially  destroy  the  interest 
and  attraction  of  the  clubroom  on  the  meeting  night  in 
not  making  a  good  show  of  fish,  and,  until  the 
establishment  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  many 
of  the  clubs  had  a  very  low  ttxndard  of  sizes  of  fish,  and 
some  of  them  none  at  all.  I  can  well  remember  in  one 
instance,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Staines,  examining  the 
takes  of  the  bank  fishers.  I  found  a  very  large  quantity  of 
miserably  small  fish  in  the  posssssion  of  one  of  the  anglers, 
and  on  calling  his  attention  to  the  illegality  of  retaining 
fish  under  the  Thames  standard ,  he  said  :  ' '  My  club  allows 
us  to  weigh-in  all  sizes  of  fish  in  the  prizes  for  gross 
weights  ;  and  as  others  do  it,  I  am  only  doing  the  fame." 
I  did  not  take  any  action  against  him,  and  contented 
myself  in  advising  him  not  to  repeat  the  offence  or  the  law 
would  hive  to  be  vindicated,  and  nothing  would  save  him 
frjm  the  consequences.  It  was  from  instances  such  as 
this  that  pointed  out  to  me  the  necessity  of  making  a 
movement  against  gross  weight  competitions ;  and  the 
results  which  have  been  achieved  since  are  very  gratifying 
to  me.  There  were  several  of  the  h  ading  angling  clubs  at 
the  time  offering  pi izes  only  for  specimen  fish,  and  notably 
my  old  society — the  Piscatorial  Society ;  and  in  speak- 
ing of  that  society  I  would  here  exprees  my  deep  regrei 
at  the  dia'h  of  my  good  fiiend,  Mr.  E.  Foreman. — B. 

 (Datchet). — The  water  is  very  low  at  present.  I 

have  not  been  out  trout  fishing  for  some  time,  but  am 
going  with  a  gentleman  this  afternoon  (Wednesday).  Not 
'  much  chance  till  late  in  the  evening,  I  am  thinking. 


There  have  been  two  fish  caught  h  jre  since  I  wrote  last. 
Mr.  Skelton  had  a  nice  one  on  May  VJ,  5lb.  ;  I  caught 
one,  .31b.,  on  May  20  —G.  Llmsde.v. 

 (Hampton  Court). — Wil  i-im  Milboume,  who  had 

nothing  to  write  about  last  week,  writes:  "  There  haa 
not  bean  anything  done  in  toe  way  of  trout  catching  since 
I  last  wrote  to  you,  as  for  want  of  rain  the  water  is  getting 
a  dirty  brown  colour  through  the  great  heat.  There  is 
still  a  quantity  of  large  barbel  being  cinsiht  at  the  weir. 
The  roach  have  now  done  spawning,  and  ar3  dropping 
down  in  the  deep  water.  There  if>  a  great  show  of  coarse 
fish,  which  look  well  for  the  opening  day  of  the  season  if 
wo  can  only  get  some  rain." — B. 

—  (HaiaptDn  Wick).  —  Head  river  keeper 
W.  Douglas,  in  his  official  report  from  all  portions  of  the 
river,  siys  he  has  not  heard  of  any  trout  being  taken,  and 
the  water  everywhere  is  low  and  bright. — B. 

  (Lechlade,  Cricklade).  —  Thames  is  low  up 

hero,  and  some  good  r.iins  will  be  wanted  for  the  opening 
of  the  season  on  Friday,  the  10th  inst.  There  is  a  splendid 
show  of  big  chub  throughout  these  districts,  which  should 
show  good  sport  for  the  fly  fisher,  as  well  as  the  caddis, 
cheese,  paste,  or  gentle  fishers.  They  are  about  in  shoals. 
There  is  also  a  good  supply  of  roach,  perch,  dace,  and 
pike.  Several  pike  have  been  caught  by  trout  fishers  when 
spinning  or  live  baiting.  One  brace  I  saw  at  St.  John's 
15 ridge  weighing  121b.  A  few  snail  trout  have  been  taken 
on  the  May  Fly  and  large  Brown  Alder  with  gold  ribs. — 
Eambler. 

 (Weybridge).— The  only  report  from  this  neigh- 
bourhood is  that  a  small  otter,  weighing  8lb.,  has  been 
shot  by  a  gardener. — B. 

.^ncholme  District. — It  is  now  too  hot  for  successful 
trout  fishing  during  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  only 
chance  then  is  by  dapping  the  Green  Drake  or  Bloa  Fly 
in  the  shady  places.  Fish,  however,  rise  pretty  well  after 
five  or  six  o'clock  in  the  evenings,  and,  as  the  waters  are 
very  low  and  bright,  the  smalleit  flies  are  best.  There 
mus':  be  something  specially  sweet  about  the  Dotterel 
Dun,  for  trout  are  very  fond  of  it.  It  should  be  made  on 
No.  0  or  1  Kendal  hook  with  a  bright  yellow  body  and 
simple  twisted  feather  from  the  shoulder  of  wing.  This 
and  Black  Gnat  now  kill  as  well  as  anything  I  know. 
Prospects  for  coarse  fishing  are  very  good.  The  Ancholme 
teems  with  fish,  amongst  them  are  some  large  trout  and 
king  carp — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.,  East  Gloucestershire.— Dnrmg 
the  past  fortnight,  whilst  the  May  Fly  has  been  on,  there 
has  been  some  splendid  sport  had  on  many  of  the 
Gloucestershire  streams  and  tributaries.  One  splendid 
creel  taken  on  the  upper  Coin,  in  the  Bibury  Court 
waters,  by  the  Eev.  Francis  Carbonell,  vicar  of  Fairford 
(one  of  the  best  dry  fly  men  of  the  day),  on  Saturdiy, 
amounted  to  no  less  than  ten  brace,  weighing  nearly  211b., 
or  a  good  lib.  average,  on  the  Grey  Drake.  Ucher 
anglers,  on  their  unique  waters,  hive  tarken  ttieir  five  and 
six  brace  per  day.  Mr.  Carbonell  returned  all  fish 
under  lib.  each,  amounting  to  some  ten  brace.  Mr. 
Crowdy  put  in  a  pretty  bit  of  work  on  the  Bull  Hotel 
waters  on  Friday,  with  three  brace  of  average  pounders. 
Messrs.  Hooker,  Powell,  and  Bloxsome  have  also  done  weU 
on  this  water,  some  fine  trout  being  creeled  ia  splendid 
condition.  Mr.  Edward  Chard  on  the  Qaenington 
waters,  killed  a  magnificent /a  l  io  on  the  Grey  Drake,  its 
weight  being  31b.  lOoz.,  a  grand  fish  for  the  Coin.  The 
Duke  of  Leeds  has  been  putting  in  some  go  )d  work  on  the 
WiUiamstrip  Park  waters  with  good  creels  and  heavy 
trout.  A  number  of  trout  fishers  have  been  out  on  the 
Hathorop  Castle  waters,  amongst  others  Mr.  Berry 
having  some  nice  sport.  Mr.  Arnold  Gibbs  his 
been  having  capital  hport  on  the  Ablingtoa  Manor 
waters ;  Messrs  Yeates  and  Galpin  have  been  out 
oa  the  Bibury  Court  witer  with  spoit,  and  several 
rods  have  been  out  at  Winson  and  WUiington.  Col. 
Porter's  house  pirty  at  Fairford  Park,  includirg  the 
Honourable  Greville,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Hall,  and  other 
rods,  have  teen  having  excellent  sporb  on  the  famous 
Park  waters,  heavy  creels  being  the  order  of  the  day, 
some  of  the  trout  being  very  tine  ones  of  21b.  and  3:b. 
eich.  A  number  of  other  rods  have  been  out  on  this 
water.  Dr.  Lockwood  and  friends  have  beea  hiving 
capital  sport  on  the  Little  Fariagdon  and  Lechlade  Mid 
waters;  and  Cipt.  Wylde,  Messrs.  John  and  Chas. 
Barton,  Mr.  Ass'oeton  Smich,  Mr.  Canhffe,  Mr.  A.  lies, 
and  several  others,  have  al^o  been  out,  with  nice  sport,  on 
this  well  stocked  water. — Pan. 

Darenth  (Horton  Kicby,  Parninfiham,  &c  )  — 
Conditions  have  entirely  changed  this  afternoon,  and  in 
place  of  the  brilliant  weather,  prevalent  for  the  last  week 
or  more,  be  ivy  cloads  hive  overspread  the  sky,  and  a 
chilly  east  wind  is  blowing.  No  Miy  Fly,  and  very  little 
other  fly  is  about.  Some  small  Olives  were  floating  down, 
but  the  fish  scarcely  noticed  them  ;  the  only  fly  I  saw 
taken  being  a  brown  one,  probably  an  Alder.  Most  of 
the  trout  seem  to  hive  retreated  in  the  sulks,  apparently 
expecting  rain,  which  would  do  good,  though  the  water  is 
not  low  at  present. — J.  P.  T.  ,    /.  ,  . 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  Although  fishing 
generally  has  been  somewhat  qaiet,  some  very  fair  baskets 
have  been  made  during  the  past  week  with  the  caterpillar, 
but  the  fish  have  now  gone  off  this  bait ;  in  fact,  it  is 
difficult  to  attract  them  ia  consequence  of  the  pest  of 
.  maggots.  Mr.  T.  Browse  and  Mr.  Crichett,  of  Whimple, 
killed  twenty-eight  between  them  one  day,  and  had  a 
couple  of  dozen  on  another  occasion,  and  on  Thursday  Mr. 
E.  Distin  killed  twenty-seven,  getting  twenty  of  these  by 
about  an  hour's  fishing  in  the  evening.  Mr.  B  o  wden  creeled 
thirteen  nice  fish  in  Hempstcn  Leat;  a-od  Mr.  E.  Ackrell 
and  other  Totnes  rods  have  had  a  few  Ibrace  each ;  Mr. 
Ackrell,  jun  ,  killed  a  few  oa  the  Harbourne  ;  and  Mr.  H. 
Wiiiht  and  others  aie  getting  smiUlots  near  Bucifast- 
leigh.  The  netsnen  at  Totnta  Weir  continue  to  get  some 
big  hauls  of  salmon,  and  I  bear  they  netted  over  three 
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dozen  on  Friday,  whilst  the  boats  at  Stoke  aro  also  doing 
well.  A  number  of  fish  have  also  run  up  to  the  moorland 
wateiB,  where  fishermen  above  Dartmeet  bava  had 
capitil  sport.  Kecent  takes  include :  Mr.  H.  Martin, 
three,  131b.,  101b.,  7ilb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Leaman,  one,  81b.; 
Bev.  C.  Rickard,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  Angel,  one,  71b.  At 
Holne  Chase,  the  Rev.  C.  Porster  billed  a  nine-pounder, 
and  Mr.  Edbrook  landed  another  of  111b.  at  Bucbfast 
Weir. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  days  this  week  have  been 
very  hot,  and  day  fishing  has  only  resulted  in  small  baskets. 
On  the  southern  streams,  although  there  have  been  a  few 
exceptional  takes,  catches  have  not  run  above  a  couple  of 
dozen.  On  both  the  Avon  and  Dart  otters  are  btill 
prevalent,  and  trout  are  by  no  means  plentiful  on  the 
latter  river.  Oa  Monday,  Mr.  W.  G.  S.  Morrish  killed  a 
2-pounder  on  the  Teign,  but  sport  this  ssason  has  been 
very  quiet,  although  some  very  fair  baskets  have  been 
made  on  the  higher  waters.  Several  Devocshire  gentle- 
men, viz  ,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  Sir  John 
Shelley,  Bart.,  Gen.  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  and  Mr.  H, 
Ferguson  Davie,  have  been  salmon  fishing  at  Inveran ,  N.B. , 
and  were  rewarded  with  some  excellent  sport. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  Creeper  has  been  the  most 
killing  bait  during  the  last  week,  being  about  a  month 
later  than  in  ordinary  jears.  Mr.  John  Hills  had  twenty- 
six  trout,  weighing  121b.,  on  June  3,  iu  the  Corby  water, 
and  several  others  from  7ib.  to  101b.  Thfy  are  now 
gettiog  scarce,  having  turned  into  Stone  Flies.  These 
latter  [and  the  small  worm  can  now  be  depeided  upon 
whilst  the  fine  weather  lasts.  Some  good  baskets  have 
also  been  made  by  the  night  fishers,  old  Bob  McAlister 
having  brought  in  about  16lb.  last  Sunday  morning.  On 
Jan.  ],Mr._  Hey  wood  Thompson  killed  a  salmon  of  ir^lb.  in 
the  Nunwick  Hall  water,  above  Armathwaite.  There  is  at 
last  a  good  run  of  sea  trout  in  the  Solway,  and  the  river 
nets  are  having  good  catches.  Messrs.  Osman  got  a  sea 
trout  of  13 Jib.  on  Monday  night  below  Carlisle.  Grilse 
tn  very  scarce. — Silver  Grey. 

Ilsk  (Whitby).— Only  moderate  sport  has  been  had  on 
ibis  river  during  the  past  week,  the  water  being  much  too 
low  and  clear  for  salmon  fishing.  Mcsb  of  the  anglers 
who  have  been  out  have  gone  in  for  trout  fishing,  and 
have  had  fair  baskets,  the  principal  bait  used  being 
minrow.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  R.  Hay,  fifteen 
brace  of  trout;  Mr.  J.  W.  Nicholson,  nine ;  Mr.  W.  H. 
Rhodes,  eight ;  Capt.  J.  Leng,  five ;  Mr.  Graham,  one 
brace. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Lovely  summer  weather 
has  prevailed  during  past  week,  and  fair  sport  has  been 
had  with  the  trout  early  mornings  and  late  evenings. 
Among  the  most  successful  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley  takes  premier 
position  with  a  lovely  Exe  trout  of  close  on  21b.  weight, 
which  is  somewhat  of  a  rara  avis  for  rod  and  line  men  in 
this  district.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  this  beauty 
soon  after  its  capture,  and  found  it  a  perfect  specimen 
loth  in  condition  and  marking.  Other  anglers  who  have 
scored  on  Lower  Exe  are :  Messrs.  Pike,  French,  Snell, 
Taylor,  Pitts,  Fox,  Milton,  Bastard,  Harris,  and  Roberts. 
Water  is  now  running  somewhat  low  and  clear,  and  a  few 
showers  would  tend  to  improve  matters.  Flies  doing  well 
for  present  are  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns,  Governor,  and  Red 
Spinner. — Red  Palmer. 

Feu  Diatiict  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.) — 
Magnificent  weather  has  come  with  the  May  Fly,  and  the 
trouting  season,  which  hitherto  had  proved  poor  and 
proStless,  will,  after  all,  have  its  redeeming  qualities. 
Some  good  captures,  I  believe,  have  been  made  lately  by 
the  fly  fithers,  particularly  in  the  evening.  We  have  got 
BO  near  to  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  that  it 
is  beginning  to  rouse  special  attention.  The  rainy  season 
finished  up  with  a  heavy  downfall,  but  its  effects  are  not 
to  bad  as  anticipated.  Shoals  of  bream  have  been  noticed 
during  last  week  sunning  themselves  during  the  heat  of 
the  day.— Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Better  reports  come 
from  this  Nottinghamshire  district.  The  waters  south  of 
the  forest  have  been  yielding  some  good  bags  on  the  club 
waters.  The  waters  on  the  north  side  are  chiefly  iu 
piivate  hands.  It  may  be  interesting  to  coarse  fish  acgleis 
1o  karn  that  a  party  was  recently  out  on  the  drains  about 
the  Isle  of  Axholcue,  where  they  had  special  facilities. 
They  were  mostly  after  bream.  Some  got  baskets  up  to 
401b. _  each,  and  specimen  fish  were  landed  up  to  4Jlb. 
This  is  something  like  a  rosy  prospect  for  the  season,  which 
opens  next  week. — L. 

Lake  Vjrnwy  (N.  Wales).— Tropical  weather  has 
prevailed  throughout  tne  week— bright  sun,  great  heat, 
and  no  breeze.  Two  hundred  and  eleven  fish  were  killed 
duiing  the  week,  the  total  weight  being  1351b.  llcz. 
Chubbing  operations  were  also  begun  yesterday,  the  haul 
for  the  first  day  being  940  fish,  weighing  117olb.  On  the 
31st,  twenty-seven  trout  were  taken,  the  weight  being 
IClb.  8oz.  Mr.  Townshend  made  the  best  basket  with  ten 
fish,  51b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Feathers  had  five,  2Ib.  9jz. ;  Mr. 
Jdckson,  four,  21b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  MalpasB,  three,  21b.  loz. 
T/ie  remaining  baskets  held  two  each  or  less.  On  the  let, 
twenty-six  fish  weighed  151b.  5cz.  Mr.  Milpass  made  the 
best  basket  with  nine  fish,  41b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Melly  made  six, 
31b.  'Joy,.  ;  Mr.  Townshend,  five,  31b.  loz  ;  Mr.  Jackson, 
four,  21b.  i)oz. ;  Mr.  Ftathers,  two,  lib.  7oz.  On  the  2nd, 
twenty-seven  fish  weighed  171b.  loz.  Mr.  Townshend's 
basket  was  the  best  with  eleven  fish,  Clb.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Chance  killed  seven  fish,  41b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Malpass,  Ee\oi, 
41b.  5oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Feathers,  two,  lib.  Goz.  On  the  3rd, 
thirty-ore  fi=h  scaled  liilb.  5oz.  Mr.  Garside  made  the 
beet  basket,  with  seven  fish,  4lb.  7oz. ;  Mr.  Moss  killed 
B<:ven,  41b.  2oz,  ;  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Newton,  seven,  41b.  Icz. 
Mr.  Mul^ass,  four,  21b.  15f  z.  ;  Mr.  .Jackson,  three, 
lib.  14  ,z.  ;  and  Mr.  Townshend,  three,  lib.  l  loz.  On  the 
5th,  fifty-five  fish  scaled  311b.  5oz.  Mr.  Garside  made  the 
beat  bai^ket,  with  eighteen  fish,  101b.  9uz. ;  Mr.  Newton 
tilled  nine,  51b.  4oz, ;  Mr.  Mosb,  eight,  41b.  12oz. ;  Mr. 


Townshend,  eight,  51b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Malpass,  five,  31b.  3oz. ; 
and  Mr.  Jackson,  five,  31b.  2oz.  On  the  6th,  forty-five 
fish  weighed  331b.  3oz.  Mr.  Garside  hilled  ten,  61b.  loz. ; 
Mr.  Townshend,  eight,  Clb.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Malpass,  eight, 
Clb.  3cz. ;  Mr.  Moss,  seven,  Clb.  loz  ;  and  Mr.  Jackson, 
six,  41b.  14c  z.  On  the  liver  the  best  basket  was  made  by 
Mr.  Jackson,  with  eleven  fish.  Some  very  fine  specimens 
of  chub  were  billed,  weighing  from  2Jlb.  to  31b.  each. 
Coch-j-bondbu  has  been  the  best  fly  this  week. — Long 
Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributar'es. — Trout  anglers  have  been 
doing  very  little  in  the  Lea,  but  bettar  results  have  been 
obtained  cn  some  of  the  tributaries.  The  Lea,  owing  to 
the  hot  weather,  has  become  rather  stale,  and  a  good 
thunderstorm  would  be  welcome,  as  it  requires  freshening 
up  badly.  The  perch  have  spawned,  and  some  of  those 
taken  and  returned  by  trout  anglers  have  been  in  splendid 
condition.  The  dace  should  be  found  in  good  order  by 
next  Friday,  when  the  Lea  fishery  bye-laws  again  permit 
them  to  be  taken.  At  Ware  (the  Boom)  and  below  Hert- 
ford Lock  very  heavy  dace  have  been  seen,  and  they  should 
be  attracted  by  "cads"  and  the  fly  when  the  season 
opens.  I  would  remind  anglers  that  no  roach  can  be 
retained  until  July  1.  There  has  been  a  fair  risa  of  May 
Fly  at  times  on  the  Lea  and  Beane.  In  the  latter  tribu- 
tary Mr.  J.  Green  has  taken  a  trout  of  IJIb.  ;  Mr. 
Tebbuth,  one,  Ijlb.  ;  Mr.  Stocker,  several  brace  ;  and 
Mr.  Connellan,  one  and  a  half  brace,  taken  with  the  May 
Fly.  Another  angler  took  a  grayling  of  about  lib.  These 
fish  also  come  into  season  in  the  Lea  on  Friday  next, 
together  with  dace,  as  before  stated,  gudgeon,  pops,  bleak, 
&c. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Lnggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster).- Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  water  is  in  perfect  state,  but  the 
excessive  hot  weather  has  been  against  good  sport  during 
the  day  except  in  the  shaded  spots.  The  fish  have  been 
well  on  the  feed,  and  have  been  rising  at  fly  well.  Tte 
May  Fly  is  still  coming  up,  and  the  trout  are  takipg  them 
better,  but  not  so  well  as  was  expected.  Some  very  good 
lots  of  trout  have  been  landed  thiB  week,  the  evening 
sport  being  best.  The  flies  used  are  the  Orl,  May  Fly, 
Coch-y-bondhu,  Wickham,  and  Yellow  Dun.  The 
prospects  tor  sport  are  good,  especially  in  evening  and 
early  morning.    The  Pinsley  is  rnnning  clear  and  in  order. 

— G  WYNNE. 

JiVLgg,   Arrow,  and   Finsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  in  capital  order,  yet  sport  on  the  whole 
disappointing.  The  May  Fly  is  still  up,  some  places  in 
quantities ;  other  varieties  scarce ;  but  the  trout  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  eager  for  them.  Have  heard  of  no 
heavy  baskets  made  with  it.  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  and 
Spinners  have  proved  more  successful.  Weather  is  any- 
thing but  favourable  ;  very  hot  and  bright  days,  with  wind 
for  the  most  jart  north-east.  Glass  high  and  fair;  no 
present  indications  of  a  change. 

Nene  (Feterborongh). — The  weather  experienced 
here  for  the  past  week  has  been  really  splendid,  creating  a 
feeling  of  pleasure  among  our  anglers  at  the  near  approach 
of  the  end  of  the  close  season,  so  that  they  may  once  again 
participate  in  their  favourite  pastime.  The  water  now  is 
in  fairly  good  (K)ndition  for  the  opening  of  the  season, 
although  if  the  tropical  weather  we  are  now  having  con- 
tinues much  longer,  and  we  get  no  rainfall,  our  river  will 
very  soon  experience  a  change  to  low  water.  With  the 
promised  clearance  of  the  weeds,  and  a  reported  plentiful 
supply  of  fish  (some  good  baskets  of  loach  having  lately 
bet-n  taken),  and  granted  suitable  weather,  there  are 
indications  of  an  excallent  season's  sport  fairly  in  evidence. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Saltexton).— For  the  past  week 
fishing  has  been  very  poor,  and  even  the  best  rods  on  the 
river  have  found  a  difficulty  about  getting  a  brace  of  fish. 
In  the  daytime  of  the  last  three  or  four  burning  days  fish 
have  not  moved  at  fly  at  all,  but  at  dusk  there  is  a  small 
rise  which  should  be  taken  advantage  of.  The  small  Red 
Sp'nner  and  Fliglt's  Fancy  are  likely  flies. — Heron. 

Ou3  3  (Holywell  Perry). — Everything  points  to  a 
good  start  on  the  IGth  inst.  Immense  shoals  of  bream 
have  been  disporting  themselves  in  the  sunshine  here, 
the  river  being  literally  alive  with  them,  and  roach  also 
are  in  abundance.  The  weeds  are  not  nearly  so  numerous 
as  they  were  last  year,  and  the  swims  that  are  cleared  out 
look  most  inviting  to  the  anxious  angler. — A.  Scaed. 

Fljimouth. — River  fishing  pretty  much  the  same  ss 
last  week.  Some  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  teen  reported. 
A  gentleman  fishing  iu  the  Erme  from  eleven  o'clock  until 
3.30  had  fifty  nice  fish ;  and  another,  fishing  in  the  Meavy, 
had  nineteen  one  day  last  week.  I  have  heard  also  of  some 
nice  baskets  on  the  Cad  and  Tavy.  I  notice  some  fine 
peal  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Meavy,  and  also  on  the 
Tavy.  A  few  have  been  taken,  but  it  is  rather  early  yet 
for  this  class  of  fishing.  During  this  hot  weather  good 
sport  can  be  obtained  in  the  wooded  parts  of  the  rivers 
dapping  with  a  natural  Blow  Fly,  grasshopper,  maggot, 
or  any  of  their  imitations;  and,  as  a  rule,  the  biggest  fish 
are  taken  by  this  method. — William  Hearder. 

Sevein,  Vyinwy,  Tanat,  a;d  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— At  present  the  weather  inlthis  neighbourhoc d  is 
simply  delightful,  and  has  been  so  for  some  time  past. 
These  rivers  are  now  in  the  best  possible  condition,  and 
anglers  are  quite  recompensed  for  the  unseasonable 
weather  which  prevailed  for  so  long,  and  which  rendered 
angling  occasionally  quite  impossible.  The  May  Fly  has 
now  made  its  appearance  on  all  these  rivers,  and  the  trout 
are  rising  very  freely  to  it,  and  also  to  the  Dun  flies,  which 
have  been  exceedingly  numerous  for  some  time  past. 
Trout  anglers  are  having  excellent  sport,  and  the  recent 
floods  have  taken  all  the  samlets  down  the  rivers  and  out 
of  the  neighbourhood,  so  that  anglers  are  not  troubled 
with  them  in  the  least,  as  they  cause  a  great  loss  of  time 
when  too  numerous,  as  anglers  have  to  return  them  all  to 
the  rivers  again.   Some  very  nice  trout  have  been  taken 


from  the  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain.  Sport  in  the  Severn 
has  been  chiefly  confined  to  trolling  for  pike,  of  which 
many  are  captured.  One  fine  trout  of  31b.  was  recently 
taken  from  this  river  above  Shrewsbury,  and  from  a  ?ake 
near  that  town  an  angler  took  a  large  pike  45in.  in  length, 
and  which  weighed  upwarls  of  20lh.,  but  was  not  in  very 
gocd  condition.  Mr.  Buckley's  otter  hounds  had  a  capital 
cay's  sport  in  the  Vyrnwy,  from  Meifod  upwards,  on 
Tuesday  last.  They  found  at  once  a  very  large  otter, 
whi.hthey  hunted  in  tropical  weather  for  nearly  three 
hours,  and  he  eventually  took  rel'uge  in  the  large  and  deep 
pool  above  Glasgoed  Weir. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Cantl.— The 
weather  has  been  a  shade  too  warm  and  bright,  and  water 
too  clear  for  succsssful  sport.  Dace  on  the  Ouse  have 
taken  May  Fly,  but  there  is  no  record  of  trout  worth 
noting.  A  brace  of  trout  were  taken  from  the  Rother  on 
Monday  evening  with  minnow;  the  heaviest  fish  weighed 
Hlb,  Three  perch  were  also  captured,  one  of  which  had 
spawned,  but  they  were  returned  to  the  water.  Fish  are 
spawning  on  the  Ouse  shallows,  and  eels  are  busy  among 
tte  spawn.  Myriads  of  fish  may  be  seen  in  the  Chichester 
Canal— carp  up  to  141b.,  and  some  fine  p3rch.  At  present 
all  augurs  well  for  the  opening  in  June.  A  few  small 
bass,  eels,  and  flatfish  have  been  taken  from  the  harbour. 
— Grouge  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandonror,  CarmBrihenshire^.  —  The 
river  is  in  fairly  good  order,  but  not  much  sport  with 
trout  during  the  past  week.  The  net  fishermen  are  doing 
fairly  well  with  salmon  in  the  estuary. — H. 

T  w  (Noxtb  Devon).— Fishing  not  over  good.  Rivera 
bright  and  getting  low.  Mr.  Woodgate  and  friend  last 
week  took  four  dozen  trout,  but  it  was  just  after  a 
thunderstorm,  with  the  minnow  at  the  Mole,  South  Molton 
Road.  Mr.  Jordan  has  also  the  same  luck,  twenty-three 
trout  in  the  Molland|  st  eim;  whilst  the  hot  thunder 
weather  is  on  not  much  hope  by  day.  One  person  took 
half  a  dozen  nice  trout  about  ten  o'clock  Saturday,  night 
fishing.  Many  people  are  fishing  in  the  shady  Lynn. 
Ju;t  now  there  is  good  bass  fishing;  one  gent  told  me 
of  many  being  taken,  and  he  took  four  over  41b.  each, 
losing  a  very  heavy  one.  Silmon  fishing  a  deal  belter. — 
Rdsty  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandjssil,  Sonth  Wales).— Water  rather 
low,  and  rain  wanted  again  for  good  sport.  Trout  rise 
well  in  early  mornings  and  evenings.  Good  baskets 
taken,  from  31b.  to  12lb.,;principally  with  the  minnow, 
during  last  fortnight ;  also  three  salmon  taken  from  91b. 
to  121b.   Alder  and  Stone  Fly  now  on.— A.  E.  S. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
rnnning  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot,  and  the  Bun  has 
been  too  bright  for  much  sport  during  the  daytime ; 
the  best  time  for  angling  at  present  ia  in  the  evening.  The 
May  Fly  has  been  coming  up,  but  not  thickly,  and  the  fish 
on  the  Teme  have  not  been  taking  them  so  freely.  A  good 
few  anglers  have  been  out  of  late,  which  is  usual  during 
the  May  Fly  season,  and  some  very  nice-sized  trout  have 
been  landed,  but  no  large  baskets  have  been  taken.  The 
flies  used  are  the  Orl,  Wickham,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Yellow 
Dun,  and  Iron  Blue  for  evening  fishing;  and  some  nice 
fish  have  been  taken.  A  few  have  tried  worm  in  early 
morning  and  late  in  evening  ;  and  trout,  perch,  eels,  and 
chub  have  been  taken.  The  fishing  up  Oakley  Park  has 
been  tried  of  late,  but  during  the  day  the  fish  have  not 
moved  well ;  during  the  evening  some  good  lota  of  fish 
have  been  landed.  On  Saturday  one  angler  landed  twelve 
good  fish.  In  the  Athford  water,  wdth  the  May  Fly,  a 
trout  lib.  63Z  was  taken  on  Tuesday.  By  the  end  of  the 
week  sport  will  hs  good  with  May  Fly.  Minnow  fishing 
has  accounted  for  some  good  trout.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  in  good  order.  The 
May  Fly  is  out  on  them  thickly,  and  the  fish  move  well  at 
them,  and  some  good  lots  of  trout  have  been  taken  this 
week. — 8.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbuvy). — The  water  in  this  district  _  ia 
runnirg  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level;  but  the  weather  has  been  so  very  hot  duriog  the 
daytime  that  angling  has  been  very  slow  until  the  evening 
or  the  early  morning.  The  fish  are  now  rising  well,  and 
the  May  Fly  has  come  up  in  good  nnmbera.  The  fish  have 
been  taking  them  fairly  well,  but  not  so  well  as  expected. 
Good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  evening  with  Orl,  Yellow 
Dun,  Wickham's  Fancy,  Coch-y-bondhu,  and  Iron  Blue, 
and  good  sized  fish  taken.  Worm  fishing  has  been  tried, 
but  sport  slow.  Oa  Monday  a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  taken 
with  the  May  Fly.  Prospects  for  sport  are  now  good. 
The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  now  in  order. — 
Worcester. 

Upper  Yore.— During  the  last  week  aport  has  been 
gocd  on  this  part  of  the  Yore.  Some  good  trout  have 
been  caught.  Pedley  had  two  brace  in  three  hours,  two 
of  them  weighing  over  27oz.  The  best  lures  have  been 
fly,  worm,  and  minnow  fished  upstream,  which  is  a 
favourite  mode  of  fishing  this  part  of  the  Yore.  The  beat 
flies  are  Orange  and  Blue  Partridge  and  Knotted  Midge. 
The  Green  Drake  is  making  its  appearance.  Anglers 
should  not  lose  this  opportunity.  Also  Bustard  fishing  ia 
good  now,  viz.,  the  brown  and  white,  with  cinnamon  body ; 
best  time,  from  10  30  p  m.  to  1.30  a.m. — Jim  Fawcett. 

UbI:  and  Tributaries  (Sennv  Bridiare).— Rivers 
at  present  rather  low  and  clear,  and  with  the  bright  sun 
fly  fishing  during  the  daytime  is  nearly  useless.  The  trout 
rise  freely  to  the  fly  during  the  evening,  and  several  good 
baskets  have  been  caught  lately  with  the  fly  in  the 
evening. — Pontsenny. 

Witham,  fto  (Slid-Linoolnshire).— During  the 
last  few  days  fly  fishers  have  had  a  turn.  We  heard  of  a 
couple  of  anglers  getting  eight  brace  in  an  afternoon  in  the 
Wold  district.  Others  have  been  successful  on  waters 
nearer  Sleaford  and  Grantham.  Public  attention  is  turn- 
ing to  the  prospect  of  sport  among  bream,  roach,  &c.,  in 
the  Lower  Witham,  which  commences  next  week.    1  hear 
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the  angl'ng  visitor  for  the  Fen  district  of  Lincolnshire  this 
year  is  to  be  an  object  of  solicitude  on  the  part  of  the  rail- 
way compaties.  The  G  N.R.  and  the  G  C  R.  ustd 
formerly  to  take  the  bulk  of  them  down  the  Witham  by 
joiLt  agreempnt.  S'me  the  latter  has  opened  up  their 
London  tralBo  a  hitch  has  come  over  the  arrangements  of 
these  cimpanies.  Both  are  now  trying  for  the  traffic 
separately;  the  G.E.R  is  sailing  in  the  same  boat.— Lici. 

Wye  and  Berwent  (Derbyshire).— These  tivers 
are  now  in  gcoi  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  reports  from  the 
various  cistricts  are  much  more  cheering.  Gentlemen 
that  have  fished  the  Wye  have  obtained  baskets  ranging 
from  two  to  fix  brace  each,  and  better  sized  fish  than 
heretifore,  and  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The  May  Fly 
has  hitched  out  better  this  week,  and  is  out  now  in 
greater  numbers  than  has  been  seen  this  seasDn,  and  this 
week  wiU  be  the  record  for  this  fly,  and  trout  are  showing 
up  well.  On  the  upper  reaches  cf  the  Derwent, 
Ashopton,  Bamford,  Calver  Bridge,  Hathereage,  ard 
Chatsworth  fisheiies,  as  far  down  as  Rcwsley,  reports  are 
that  gentlemen  that  have  fished  this  portion  of  the  river 
when  some  nice  trout  have  been  creeled,  both  with  fly  and 
other  modes  of  fishing.  The  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  has 
been  better  patroiji=_ed  with  much  better  success,  members 
of  this  club  obtaining  several  brace  each.  The  free  and 
private  water  about  Matlcc\  Bridge  has  also  yielded  some 
vaiy  good  fish.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association  water  has  produced  a  nice  lot  of  trout.  Mr. 
KeeJiog  has  taken  seme  very  good  ones,  mostly  from 
Matloik  Dale.  E.  H.  Maule,  Esq.,  fishing  from  a  boat, 
has  taken  some  good  trout,  the  evening  being  the  best 
time.  Mr.  Newton,  below  Cromford,  three  brace ;  and  on 
two  ether  occasions  one  and  a  half  brace  each  time.  The 
Homesford  and  Whatstandwell  reaches  of  the  Derwent 
have  aJsD  accounted  for  a  few  good  fish,  and  the  prospect 
fcr  the  next  few  da5B  is  very  good.  Useful  flies:  May 
Fly,  Yellow  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Dotterel,  Ath  Dun, 
Sand  Fly,  and  Bumble  for  eveniog. — Dotteeel. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— River  low  and  clear  ;  no 
salmon  taken.  Salmon  anglers  complain  of  the  poor  run 
of  fish  this  season  ;  and  no  wonder,  when  in  one  week 
over  300  salmon  were  taken  in  the  nets  between  Ross  and 
Symocd's  Tat— hard  lines  for  owners  of  fishing  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  river.  Good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  hid;  and  the  most  successful  were  Messrs.  Hus^ey 
and  friend,  A.  G.  Vanghan,  L.  Price,  and  B.  Lord. 
Baskets  from  Gib.  to  13 Jib. ;  evening  fishing  best ;  fly, 
Coachman  ;  bait,  natural  minnow.  Correspondents  of 
losal  pipers  please  don't  crpy. — W.  B.  Robekts. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidi,  Dove,  &c.  (Tork- 
shi  e). — The  tropical  weather  and  low  water,  particularly 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  our  rivers,  has  of  course  been 
against  angling,  and  few  piscators  have  been  out,  and 
there  has  bean  a  falling  off,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  those 
kil'ing  lures  the  Stone  Fly  and  the  Graen  and  Grey 
Drakes  have  been  on.  The  Yore  on  Saturday  was  in  good 
trim  for  otttr  hunting,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson  finished  up  his 
visit  nith  a  kill,  as  I  anticipated  he  would.  The  meet  was 
at  Uishaw  Bridge,  and  after  a  good  hunt  (past  Jervanlx 
Abbey,  Kilgiim  Bridge,  and  Ellington)  of  three  hours' 
duration  a  bitch  otter  was  killed.  The  pack  hunted  the 
Bst'ale  Beck  down  to  its  jrinction  with  the  Swale  ou 
Monday,  but  had  no  sport.  The  Stone  Fly  has  been  the 
favourite  lure  during  the  week  up  the  Yore,  and  expert 
anglers  have  done  well  with  it  morning  and  evenings, 
but  sport  in  the  middle  of  the  day  has  been  moderate, 
and  few  anglers  have  ventured  out,  the  heat  being 
excessive  up  till  to-diy  (Wednesday),  when  the  wind  got 
round  to  the  north-east,  and  the  atmosphere  was  clouded. 
Mr.  Collirison,  on  MoLday,  got  a  good  dish  of  fourteen. 
Similar  diahps  have  been  caught  by  other  anglers,  but  all 
om plain  of  tl  e  heat  and  a  scarcity  of  water.  Considering 
these  diawbacks,  spoit  of  an  evening  has  not  been  bad  in 
the  Swale  and  its  tributaries,  both  the  Stone  Fly  and  the 
Drakes  being  on.  Very  little'  has  been  done  up  the  Nidd, 
but  I  hfar  of  several  good  takes  on  the  Wharfe  nith  tte 
•Stone  Fly,  one  angler  getting  twenty-three,  seventeen, 
and  twenty-five  on  three  successive  days.  Other  gentle- 
men have  done  quite  as  well  with  the  "  up  stream  worm," 
and  up  to  Saturday  last  some  gocd  baskets  were  made 
with  the  Dark  Watchet,  Stone  Midge,  and  Knotted 
Midge.  Since  then  the  Stone  Fly  and  the  Alder  Fly  in 
the  evenirg  have  been  better  than  the  smaller  flies.  Until 
we  have  a  freshet  the  trout  will  require  a  lot  of  catching 
now,  and  the  best  time  to  angle  is  in  the  evening  or  early 
in  the  momirg.  The  Dove  has  been  in  good  trim.  Mr. 
J  Orack,  Dr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Stoor,  Mr.  M.  Snowdon,  and 
o'hirs  have  had  good  sport.  The  Green  Drake  is  on  this 
ttream  ard  the  HoJge.  Several  foot  bridges  have 
recently  been  erected  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  fishing 
these  streams.— J.  E.  Millke,  Xorthern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Tklegkapj!  — The  weather  is  much  cooler  now, 
and,  in  spite  of  low  wafer,  sport  is  very  fair  indeed. 
Some  very  good  la-kets  have  been  cangbt  in  the  upper 
Yore  with  the  "up  stream  worm,"  minnow,  and  Stone 
Fly.  The  Green  Drake  is  on  to-diy,  and  there  should  be 
sc rue  good  sport  with  this  fly  for  some  days  to  come.  I 
got  a  very  good  dish  of  fish  yesterday  with  the  natural 
r/iinnow,  fished  m  Ariel  tacklp.— .1.  E.  Mii.f.RB,  Northern 
Anglers'  Dep^t,  ]!»,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealga'^h  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lair^, 
N.B.)  — On  1st  inst.,  Mr.  Campbell-Gibson,  Edinbur,;h, 
fish'd  Loch  C;imi.  and  landed  two  dos!«n  trout  lOlb.  On 
2od,  Mr.  Campb<-il  Gihson  and  Mr.  Bell,  Edinburgh,  on 
eame  loch,  had  thirty-eight  trout,  131b.  "Tlie  weather  for 
»ome  ti  f  e  has  been  mo*t  adverse,  but  this  week  it  has 
improved. — B. 

Awe.— On  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters  on  May  31,  Mr. 
C.  .J.  W.  Gardner  had  a  salmon  of  131b,  On  June  2,  Mr. 
Uarria  had  c;ne  of  IGlb.   On  the  3rd,  Mr.  Cox  had  one  of 


]~lb.    Grilse  and  sea  trout  are  now  beginning  to  run. — D. 

McDonald. 

Bonai  bridge  (Sutherland).— On  Monday  this  week, 
Mr.  Wm.  Bethune  fished  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  and 
made  a  fine  basket  of  sea  trout,  several  of  which  weighed 
from  ^Ib  to  21b.  each  — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle.— The  fine  summer  weather 
which  now  prevails  in  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale  is  most 
favourable  to  night  fishers.  The  vfaters  are  running  very 
clear  and  a  trifle  low,  and  although  a  storm  was  foretold 
there  are  no  indications  of  the  predicted  flood  that  was  to 
be  the  result  thereof.  The  sea  trout  migration  in  the 
Sol  way  is  now  proving  a  much  better  one  than  the  season 
promised  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  nets  made  some  fair  hauls 
last  week.  Trout  are  now  of  heavier  weight,  and  some 
fine  ones  have  lean  caught  in  splendid  condition,  the 
average  weight  being  about  2Ib.  Salmon  are  still  very 
scarce  in  the  Firth,  only  an  odd  one  or  two  being  caught 
at  a  number  of  the  principal  fishing  stations.  The  first 
grilse  of  the  season  was  caught  last  week,  and  one  or  two 
others  have  8itc9  baen  taken.  Sport  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Esk  has  not  been  very  good  during  the  past  week, 
and  catches  of  sea  trout  have  not  been  large,  although 
there  were  several  expert  anglers  out  from  Carlisle  and 
Longtown  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water.  Sport  has  been 
fairly  good  in  the  Canonbie  division  of  the  Eek.  Dr. 
Anderson,  Eskbank,  took  five  sea  trout  at  evening  fishings 
vvith  fly,  a  very  successful  lure  at  the  present  time  being 
silver  body  and  thrush  wing.  The  trout  were  in  fine 
condition,  and  the  weights  were  3Jlb.,  31b.,  21b.,  and  two 
of  Iflb.  Mr.  Stronach,  stajing  at  that  famous  old  angling 
resort,  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  had  two  sea  trout 
in  the  Long  Pool,  with  fly.  Mr.  H.  Law,  Canonbie, 
caught  a  couple  of  sea  trout  with  fly  in  the  stream  of 
Jock's  Pool.  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  Edinburgh,  had  a  sea 
trout-,  in  the  Byrebnrn  foot  water ;  and  Mr.  Little,  Clay- 
gate,  and  John  Davidson,  Canonbie,  had  each  a  sea  trout 
in  the  same  water.  Sport  is  principally  confined  to 
evening  fishing.  Although  a  good  number  of  trout  are  in 
the  pools  in  the  middle  and  higher  reaches,  yet,  owing  to 
the  bright  sunshina  and  the  low  condition  of  the  river, 
they  are  shy  and  diflioult  to  lure.  Some  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  got,  the  best  of  the  season  being 
obtained  by  Mr.  C.  Elliot,  Langholm,  in  the  Ewes.  His 
basket  contained  15Jlb.  of  fine  trout.  Fiihing  in  the 
same  water,  Mrs.  Anderson,  Langholm,  had  a  dozen  nice 
trout.  The  Tarras  is  also  yielding  fair  sport.  In  the 
Liddle  water  atiPenton  Lions,  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Canonb;e, 
had  two  sea  trout  with  worm.  Mr.  Renwick  Calvert, 
Rowanburn,  had  a  couple  in  the  same  river,  weighing  IJlb. 
each.  The  Hermitage  has  been  well  patronised  during 
the  past  fortnight,  and  some  fair  hauls  of  yellow  trout 
have  been  made,  principally  in  the  Thirty-shilling  Haugh 
Pool,  near  Hermitage  Castle.  Mr.  Graham,  Canonbie, 
had  two  sea  trout  near  Liddle  foot.  Other  anglers  have 
been  fairly  successful  with  yellow  trout  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle.  In  order  to  vary  the  soort  on  the 
Esk,  an  otter,  in  making  its  way  from  Irvine  Burn  to  the 
Island  Pool,  in  the  Esk,  got  confused  at  some  wire  fence 
obstruction,  and  was  caught  by  a  man  and  a  boy,  who 
passed  a  box  over  the  animal.  The  same  evening  it  was 
liberated  and  put  in  the  Esk  near  to  Tarras  foot,  no  doubt 
in  order  to  be  in  readiness  to  afford  a  morning's  sport  to 
the  Carlisle  or  Dumfriesshire  otterhounds.    It  weighed 

121b. — GiLNOCKIE. 

Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel  (Aberfeld$).  —  Mr. 

Kidd,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig,  caught,  on  June  5,  twenty- 
five  trout,  4|lb. ;  on  the  Gch,  seventeen  trout,  51b. ;  on  the 
7th,  twenty-one  trout,  61b.  lOoz. 

Carron  (Baster  Hoss,  Ardgay,  N,B.).  — On 
Thursday,  last  week,  Mr.  Crawshay  Ralston,  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel,  fished  the  lower  waters,  and  landed  three 
salmon,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed  161b.  Since  then 
up  to  Wednesday  this  week  not  a  fish  caught,  though 
several  rods  have  been  out. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— For  the  past  week  the  river 
Deveron  has  been  extremely  low.  Light  showers  of  rain 
have  fallen,  but  they  had  no  effect  on  the  stream,  which  is 
naturally  small,  and  in  consequencs  fish  refuse  to  enter. 
A  flood  is  greatly  required  to  open  up  a  free  passage  for 
salmon  and  grilse.  The  bright  sunshine  also  affected  the 
rod  fishing.  Oa  the  Carnoustie  section  a  fine  salmon  of 
151b.  was  landed  on  the  2nd  inst.,  and  on  the  Netherdale 
section,  on  the  20ch  ult.,  Mr.  Burton,  M.P.,  killed  one  of 
18Jlb.  The  net  fishermen  met  with  a  little  difficulty  in 
working  their  nets  on  certain  parts  of  the  river  owing  to 
the  thin  volume  of  water.  On  the  lower  pools  below  the 
bridge  a  number  of  trout  were  taken  of  an  average  weight 
cf  l|lb.  ;  very  few  salmon  were  got,  and  no  grilse.  On 
the  coast  there  was  also  a  falling  off,  and  only  one  small 
box  was  consigned  in  the  end  of  last  week,  and  one  on 
Tuesday  last,  weighing  2icwt.  The  few  grilse  got  from 
the  nets  on  the  cr  ast  averaged  4ilb.,  and  the  salmon  from 
10:b.  to  121b.-H.  W. 

Inchsadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  May  29, 
Mr.  Hurst,  Head  Assynt,  nine  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Cookson, 
Loch  Awe,  thirty-four,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Bortholomew  and 
Frost,  Loch  Gillaroo,  ten,  91b.  30ch,  Messrs.  Bortholo- 
mew and  Frost,  river  Inver,  six.  4'.b. ;  Mr.  Cookson,  Loch 
Letteressa,  thirty,  8lb.  31st,  Mr.  Cookson,  Loch  Awe, 
twenty-nine,  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  Frost,  Loch  Gillaroo,  four,  lib.  ; 
Mr.  Hurst,  Loch  Assynt,  nineteen,  SJlb.  June  1,  Messrs. 
Bird  and  Morgai,  Loch  Awe,  twenty-four,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Hurst,  Loch  Letteresaa,  twenty-six,  81b. ;  Mr.  Cookson, 
Skiag,  tbiiteen,  81b.  (heaviest  41b  ) ;  Messrs.  Bortholomew 
and  Frost,  river  Inver,  twelve,  7ib.  2nd,  Messrs.  Bortholo- 
mew and  Frost,  Loch  Letteressa,  twenty-six.  7Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Cookson,  Mid-Assynt,  twenty-four,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Bird 
and  Morgan,  Skiag,  thirteen,  4ilb.  3rd,  Messrs.  Bortholo- 
mew and  Frost,  Loch  Awe,  saventy-six,  231b. ;  Mr.  Hurst, 
Head  Assynt,  thirteen,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Bird  and  Morgan, 
Skiag,  twelve,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Cookson,  Mid-Assynt,  fourteen, 
71b.— WlLLIAH  Wallack. 


Lairg  (Altnaharra  Hotel).  —  Angling  on  hotel 
waters.  May  31,  Mr.  Day,  on  Loch  Hallam,  had  twenty, 
four  trout,  yib. ;  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Straker,  on  Loch  Break 
Bine,  bad  seventeen  trout,  9J  b.  June  1,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Straker,  on  Loch  Hallam,  had  fifty-two  trout,  27lb. ;  Mr. 
Kirkbride,  on  Loch  Tarvie,  had  nine  trout.  41b.  2nd,  Mr. 
Deverall  and  .'party,  on  Lcc'a  Meaddie,  had  sixty-eight 
trout,  191b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  Lo^h  Hallam,  had 
twenty-six  trout,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  Day,  on  Lo-h  Tarvie,  had 
eight  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Kirkbride,  on  Loch  Xaver,  had  one 
fercx,  5Jlb.,  and  seven  trout,  31b.  3rd,  Mr.  Deverall  and 
party,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  had  2Glb.  trout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Straker,  on  Break  Bine,  had  forty-one  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr. 
Kirkbiide,  on  Loch  Hallam,  had  twenty-five  trout,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  Day,  on  Loch  Loyal,  had  three  trout,  4ilb.  5th, 
Messrs.  Deverall  and  Stedall,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  181b. 
trout;  Mr.  Kirkbride,  on  Loch  Naver,  had  one  salmon, 
81b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on  Hallam,  had  thirty-nine 
trout,  211b.  6th,  Miss  H.  Straker,  on  Loch  Naver,  ote 
salmon,  81b.,  two  grilse,  5Ib.  each  ;  Mr.  Steele,  on  Lech 
Meaddie,  had  151b.  trout;  Mr.  Deverall  atd  party,  on 
Hallam,  sixty-six  trout,  201b.— W.  D.  M. 

Iioch  Katrine  (Stronacblachar  Hotel).— Out 
from  Stronacblachar  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Jacques 
caught  twelve  trout,  Mr.  King  caught  six,  and  Mr. 
Seton  Thompson  caught  seven.  On  Thurtday,  Mr. 
Jacques  ciugnt  eight  trout,  Mr.  Allen  caught  six,  and  Mr. 
King  seven  trout.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Jacques  caught  twelve, 
and  Mr.  Sam  Sinclair  fifteen  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing 
21b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Sam  Sinclair  caught  eighteen 
trout,  and  Major  White  twelve.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Phillips 
caught  eight  trcul-,,  and  Mr.  Allen  thirteen,  the  heaviest 
weighing  IJlb.  Sir  David  Richmond,  fishing  from  tte 
Royal  Cottage,  caught  thirteen  trout.  Owing  to  the  cold 
weather  of  the  last  week  the  takes  were  not  so  good. — 
H.  M. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  been  bright 
and  oppressive  with  a  gusty  wind  from  the  south-west 
during  the  week,  and  the  catches  up  to  Tuesday  were  fair. 
On  that  day,  however,  a  dulness  which  continued  for  a  few 
hours  enabled  anglers  to  obtain  capitil  sport  with  fly. 
Mr.  R.  D.  Croall,  Edinburgh,  had  thirty  trout,  2  lib,  ;  Mr. 
Dixon,  Glasgow,  eighteen,  101b.  Several  anglers  who 
came  from  England  to  engage  in  t'ae  national  competition 
on  the  loch  on  Wednesday  had  fair  creels,  viz. — Messrs. 
Wright  and  Woodruff,  London,  eleven  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  D. 
Slater,  Newark,  twenty-cne,  101b.  S.iz. ;  and  an  angler 
from  Northumberland,  seventeen,  101b.  Other  anelers 
out  were  Mr.  Cargie,  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout,  14^b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Gordon  Mason,  Edinburgh,  twen'y-five,  131b.  ;  Mr. 
Young,  Glasgow,  eighteen,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Clarke,  London, 
fourteen,  61b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  Manchester,  eighteen, 
111b.  ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Falkirk,  fifteen,  121b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Stewart, 
Edinburgh,  seventeen,  111b.  ;  Mr.  T,  B.  Bennet,  Edin- 
burgh, twenty-threa,  121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Spencer  Shelley, 
Ceylon,  twenty-one,  131b.  The  two  most  successful 
angling  clubs  out  during  the  week  were  Glasgow  Buck- 
land  (nine  rods),  sixty-three  trout,  411b.  (first,  Mr.  A. 
Brown,  seventeen  trout,  91b.  9oz. ;  second,  Mr.  N.  Thom- 
son, nire,  91b.  2oz  ) ;  West  of  Scotland  Club  (sixtaen 
rods),  ninety-nine  trout,  511b.  14oz.  (first.  Dr.  Clark, 
eleven  trout,  61b.  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  M.  Ross,  nine, 
41b.  12oz.).  The  number  of  trout  captured  last  month 
was  5448,  whic'i  weighed  3785 Jib.,  or  1292  less  than  in 
May  last  year.  Their  average  weight  wa3  only  llcz  , 
compared  with  lljoz.  in  1898,  which  also  produced  smaller 
fish  in  May  than  usual. 

Telegeam. — Thursday  Morning,  June  8  — The  twen- 
tieth annual  competition  of  the  National  Angling  Clubs 
was  held  on  Loch  Levcn  on  Wednesday,  June  7,  in 
favourable  weather ;  and  good  sport  was  got  by  the  forty- 
three  club  representatives  who  took  part.  The  champion- 
ship was  gained  by  Mr.  Lewis  Spence,  Edinburgh,  for  the 
second  time,  with  a  ca'c'i  of  twenty-eight  trout,  161b.  S:z. 
He  represented  the  Ellem  Fishing  Club.  Fuller  details  in 
next  issue. — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel),  N.B.— Fishing  on  Lech 
Mhor  has  been  satisfactory  on  the  whole  during  the  past 
week,  very  good  baskets  having  been  taken.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Maclean,  Inverness,  had  a  nica  basket  of  nine 
trout,  weighing  71b. ;  Mr.  Burstall,  of  London,  seventeen 
trout,  lUb.  ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Shaw,  Cheltenham,  three  trout, 
1  Jib. ;  Capt.  Cowans,  Fort  George,  nine  trout,  6lb. ;  Capt. 
Walsh  and  Mr.  Morgan,  cf  Cheltenham,  ten  trout,  7ib. 
On  Wednesday,  Capt.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Morgan  got  sixteen 
trout,  851b.  ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  nine  trout,  5Jlb.  On  Thurs- 
day, Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr.  Morgan  got  five  trout,  51b.  ;  Capt. 
Walsh,  twenty-three  trout,  lllb. ;  and  Mr.  Pemberton, 
five  trout,  2Jlb.  On  Friday,  Capt.  Walsh  and  Mr. 
Morgan  got  twenty-one  trout,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  Parsons,  of 
Brighton,  and  Mr.  Pemberton,  eleven  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Shaw,  fourteen  trout,  91b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Morgan 
and  Capt.  Walsh  got  twenty  trout,  lljlb. ;  and  Mr.  Shaw, 
nine  trout,  8Jlb.  "Tha  heaviest  trout  for  the  week  was 
killed  by  Mr.  Shaw,  and  weighed  2Tlb.,  while  Mr.  Maclean 
had  one  weighing  2jlb.— S.  Tilston. 

Melvich  (butherlandthire).— Oa  May  31,  Mr. 
Eraser  had  fifty  trout,  161b.  ;  Messrs.  Howitn  and  Drys- 
dale,  twenty-five,  ISJIb. ;  Messrs.  W.  Eraser  and  Fisber, 
thirty-three,  121b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Randall,  thirty,  12Ib,  ;  Mr. 
A.  Morrison,  three,  2ilb. ;  Mr.  Pritchard,  twenty-nine, 
191b. ;  Jlr.  C.  Randall,"sea  fishing,  1001b.  cod.  On  June  1, 
Messrs.  Fisher  and  W.  Eraser,  twenty-eight  trout,  131b. ; 
Mr.  Deas,  thirty,  ll^lb.  ;  Messrs.  Fraser  and  Drysdale, 
thirteen,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Pritchard,  three,  41b.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Randall,  twelve,  81b. ;  Mr.  C.  llanda:i,  eighteen,  81b. ; 
Messrs.  Glass  and  Heywood,  eleven,  51b.  On  June  2, 
Mr.  Pritchard  had  eight,  61b. ;  Mr.  Nicholson,  twelve, 
61b,  ;  Mr.  W.  Randall,  twelve,  61b. ;  Messrs.  W.  Fraser 
and  Drysdale,  sixteen,  SJlb.  ;  Messrs.  Glass  and  Greig, 
fifteen,  8Jlb. ;  Messrs.  C.  Fraser  and  Heywood,  sixteen, 
71b. ;  Messrs.  Howden  and  Deas,  thirty-three,  12ilb.  On 
June  3,  Mr.  Tom  Morrison  had  a  salmon  of  101b.  on  the 
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Halladale ;  Mr-  W.  Bandall,  five  trout,  41b. ;  Messrs. 
Howden  and  Ileywood,  twenty-two,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Pritcbard, 
thirteen,  -illh. ;  Mpssrs.  Fraser  and  Deas,  thirteen,  Clb.  ; 
Messrs.  Glass  and  Fiaher,  twenty-four,  01b.  On  June  8, 
Messrs.  Glass  and  Fraser  had  thirteen,  71b, ;  Mr.  W. 
Bandall,  seven,  51b.;  Messrs.  Greigand  Fisher,  seventeen, 
91b.  ;  Mr.  Haywood,  twenty-eiKbt,  131b. ;  Messrs.  Drys- 
dale  and  Howden,  thirty-five,  171b. ;  Mr.  Pritcbard,  one, 
lib.  lloz.  (first  fish  off  this  Inch,  stocked  April,  1895)  ; 
Mr.  Deas,  twenty,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Nicholson,  eighteen,  81b. — 
A.  Macintosh. 

Naver  (BettjMll,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Duiing 
the  past  week  very  little  salmon  angling  has  been 
attempted,  owing  to  unfavourable  conditions.  Most  of 
the  anglers  betook  themselves  to  trout  fishing  on  the  lochs, 
Mr.  GUI,  Syre  Lodge,  bad  only  three  salmon  for  the  whole 
week;  Major  Burnell-Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  only 
two  ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  each. 
Mr.  Smith's  fish  was  a  beauty  of  18Jlb.  On  1st  inst.  two 
gentlemen  from  Bettyhill  Hotel  made  a  lovely  basket  of 
trout,  one  of  which  weighed  31b.,  and  two  others,  2 Jib. 
each,  and  the  whole  101b.  On  2Dd,  one  angler  was  out 
for  about  an  hour,  and  got  a  fine  basket  of  Gib. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.  —  The  advent  of  real 
summer  weather  at  last  has  sent  down  the  level  of  the 
streams  with  a  vengeance,  and  angling,  difficult  before,  is 
doubly  more  so  now.  The  only  sport  a-going  is  with 
morning  or  evening  angling.  The  supplies  of  salmon  are 
but  light  as  yet,  and  grilse  are  s3  scirce  that  they  are 
sometimes  not  quoted,  so  that  there  are  really  few  fresh 
fish  entering  the  river,  and  what  are  getting  away  during 
the  Sundays  are  running  right  through.  On  the  Braemar 
waters  Mr,  McDonald's  guests  are  having  very  fair  sport. 
Oa  the  Balmoral  waters.  Viscount  Cross,  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  has  been  out  daily,  and  along  with  Mr.  Mather,  the 
Munsi,  and  others,  have  creeled  a  considerable  number 
of  fish.  On  the  Crathie  section  of  the  Dee,  Mr.  Nicol 
had  one  of  101b.,  one  of  51b.,  one  of  ICJlb.  on 
different  occasions  last  week  ;  while  Mr.  Ferguson 
ciught  two,  of  Gib.  and  71b.,  and  Col.  Hickson,  ore  of 
5^  b.,  on  same  beat.  On  the  Fife  water,  McHardy.  gillie, 
creeled  one  of  CJlb.  and  one  of  Gib.  ;  while  Mr.  Webster 
had  one  of  101b.  On  the  Ballater  and  Cambus  O'May 
reaches  a  shower  is  much  needed  to  freshen  up  the  pools. 
Sport  fairly  good.  On  the  Birkhall  section,  Capt.  Lums- 
den  creeled  one  of  81b.,  one  of  6Jlb.,  and  one  of  7ib. ; 
while  Lundie,  keeper,  had  one  or  two  of  fitnilar  weights. 
Oa  the  Glentana  water,  Mr,  Buntcel  creeled  two.  of  81b. 
and  91b.,  three,  of  71b.,  71b  ,  and  141b.,  and  one  of  81b.  ; 
while  Mr.  Farrer  had  one  of  181b.,  t«o,  cf  91b.  and  141b. ; 
Mr.  Baily,_ three,  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  Sib.  ;  and  Mr.  Style, 
three,  of  similar  weights  ;  and  Campbell,  two,  of  8lb.  and 
111b.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  water,  Dr.  Stephenson  and 
others  creeled  ten  fish,  ranging  from  61b.  to  231b.  On  the 
Dees  water,  Harper  and  others  had  five  fish,  fciliog  61b., 
91b.,  101b.,  lUb.,  and  191b.,  making  over  a  hundred 
for  the  season  up  to  date.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge 
section,  Mr,  J.  G.  Orr  creeled  three,  of  Clb.,  Clb.,  and 
6Jlb.  On  the  Borrowstone  water,  Mr.  Beck  had  one  of 
61b. ;  and  Nicoll,  keeper,  four,  of  CJlb  ,  71b.,  111b.,  and 
121b,  On  Carlogie,  Mr.  J.  C.  Haslam  landed  a  beauty  of 
81b.;  while  Capt,  L,  Scriviner  had  one,  81b.,  W.  Levett 
one,  Gib.,  and  Mr.  Crawford  Logan  two,  of  71b.  and  81b., 
on  the  Ballogie  water.  On  the  Woodend  section,  John 
Mortimer  creeled  three,  of  71b.,  91b.,  and  91b,  On  the 
Cairnton  water,  Mr,  T,  Turner  Farley  had  to  do  with 
thirty  fish  in  three  days  of  last  week,  seventeen  of  which 
he  landed,  all  ranging  from  Clb.  to  181b.  On  the 
Kinneskie  and  lower  waters  an  occasional  tsh  is  being 
got.  On  the  Ugie,  Mr.  Blankert,  Leicester,  and  friend  had 
a  week's  fishing  later)  with  but  fair  results.  The  Ythan 
tidal  is  now  open,  and  good  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea 
trout  are  being  made.  Wednesday  Night, — The  dull 
weather  of  past  few  days  has  been  very  favourable  to  sport, 
and  prospects  are  of  the  brightest,  although  the  pools  are 
of  the  smallest  and  clearest,  and  daily  getting  more  so. 
On  the  Braemar  waters,  Mr.  Illingworth  had  two,  of  "lb. 
and  81b,,  on  Monday;  and  four,  from  Clb.  to  91b.,  on 
Tuesday  ;  while  Mrs.  Illingworth  creeled  two,  of  71b.  and 
9ib,  On  Upper  Invercauld  water.  Col.  Morland  lauded 
three,  of  (ilb.,  71b  ,  and  7ilb.— G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N,B.),— 
Dr,  and_  Mrs.  Nesham,  Newcistle-on-Tyne,  were  out 
Loch  Griam  on  29th,  and  got  two  and  a  quarter  trout, 
111b.;  on  30th,  on  same  looh,  three  dczen,  121b. ;  on  1st 
inst.,  on  Loch  Shin,  one  and  three-quarter  dozen,  111b. ; 
on  2nd,  on  Loch  Griam,  twenty-five  trout,  111b.  On  3rd, 
Dr,  Nesham,  on  Loch  Shin,  made  a  splendid  basket  of 
thirty-one  trout,  IGlb.,  an  average  of  over  Jib,  eash  ;  and 
Mr,  DodgBon,  Keston,  Kent,  on  Loch  Griam,  seventeen 
trout,  5Jlb.  On  Monday,  this  week.  Dr.  Paradox, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  fishing  Upper  Flag  Beat,  Loch  Shin, 
landed  two  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  191b.,  or  an  average  of 
close  on  |lb,  each  ;  and  Mr.  Dodgson,  on  Top  Shin  Beat, 
nineteen  trout,  61b.  The  weather  has  been  unfavourable, 
but  this  week  there  is  a  change  for  the  butter. — B. 

Rhiconicli  Ho  el  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N,B.).— 
The  weather  has  been  thundery  and  otherwise  adverte  to 
angling.  Mr.  11.  G,  London,  Kettering,  has  had  the 
following  Eport :  On  31st  ult.,  on  Loch  No.  1,  twenty 
trout,  81b,  On  1st  inst.,  on  Locli-na-Fechial,  thirteen 
trout,  Clb,  On  2nd,  on  Loch  Sk.  rracha,  fifteen  troUt, 
8lb,  On  3rd,  on  Loch  No.  3,  thirty  trout,  averaging  about 
Jib.  each  ;  and  on  Monday  this  week,  on  Loch  Pateraon, 
twenty  trout,  121b. — B 

Scouxie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B,).— 
Although  climatic  conditions  have  been  adverse  to  suoceas- 
ful  angling,  there  is  now  a  change  for  the  better,  and  the 
prospects  are  excellent.  Out  for  a  few  hours  on  Tuesday 
last  week,  Dr,  Anderson,  Perth,  had  four  trout  averaging 
lib.  each ;  on  Wednesday,  fifteen  trout,  101b. ;  and  on 
Thursday  eiglit  trout,  101b.,  or  an  average  of  Ijlb,  each. 


South  of  Scotland. — Very  fine  summer  weither 
prevails  over  the  south  of  Sc  itland  this  week.  The  whole 
of  the  streams  in  this  district  are  down  to  mid-summer 
level,  and  fly  fishing  during  the  daytime  is  about  at  a 
standstill,  A  fair  head  of  sea  trout  are  in  the  rivers,  but, 
with  the  low  waters,  they  take  some  catching,  even  with 
the  night  fly.  On  several  days  nice  breezes  have  been  on 
the  waters,  and  some  catches  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
reported  from  the  different  waters.  Sea  trout,  however, 
have,  on  the  other  hand,  been  very  shy.  The  Stewart 
tackle  should  now  prove  deadly  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
know  how  to  fish  the  clear  water  worm.  The  Creeper  bait 
is  hardly  ever  fished  in  the  rivers  on  the  Scotch  side 
of  the  Border.  On  the  Eden  of  Solway  it  is  a 
favourite  lure  for  brown  trout.  Loch  fishing  is 
giving  better  sport,  and  some  fair  baskets  have  been 
caught  on  windy  days  with  fly.  For  the  lochs 
nothing  has  killed  better  than  the  Black  and  Silver,  the 
Black  Spider  and  Silver  Body.  The  Hare  Lug  and  Wood- 
cock, the  Quill  Body,  and  Blae  Wing  has  also  done  well. 
One  angler  had  a  fair  basket  with  a  small  fly  of  Jungle 
Cook  Wing  and  Silver  Body,  and  for  a  dropper  a  Black 
Gnat.  The  first  grilse  of  the  Solway  for  the  season  was 
caught  in  the  nets  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday  of  last 
week,  and  several  others  have  been  captured  since  that 
date.  Salmon  have  been  very  tcxrce  for  a  fortnight. 
The  Solway  was  at  one  time  noted  for  its  grilse  migration, 
but  for  nine  or  ten  years  the  annual  run  of  these  fish  have 
been  exceedingly  poor,  and  the  lessees  and  fishermen 
now  rely  more  upon  sea  trout  and  salmDn  to  square 
accounts.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  angling 
from  the  different  rivers  of  this  district.  The 
Annan. — This  river  is  veiy  low  and  clear,  and  angling 
has  bean  of  little  good  during  the  daytime  with  fly. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper 
killed  sixteen  sea  trout  during  odd  outings  in  May,  and  he 
has  had  several  since.  Other  rods  on  the  same  water  are 
killing  an  odd  sea  trout  with  the  Night  Fly.  In  the  higher 
waters  the  str^eams  are  low,  and  not  much  sport  is  going 
just  now.  Mr.  Learmont  had  two  or  three  sea  trout  in 
the  Hoddom  Castle  water  by  fishing  after  dark  with  Night 
Fly.  The  spoit  in  the  tidal  reaches  is  of  very  little 
account  just  now.  Two  anglers  had  a  few  yellow  trout  on 
Friday  night,  as  also  on  Saturday  evening.  A  fine  brown 
trout  was  boDked  off  the  quay  wall  by  a  lad  on  Friday  with 
worm.  Some  fishermen  went  to  assist,  but  in  hauling  the 
trout  up  the  wall  the  line  broke.  The  trout  was  put 
down  at  61b.  The  Nith. — This  river  is  too  low  for  sport. 
Mr.  Dick  landed  a  yellow  trout  of  5Jlb.  on  the  Maxwelltown 
side  between  the  two  bridges  on  Friday.  An  odd  trout  or  two 
have  been  caught,  but  generally  the  angling  is  of  little  account 
near  Dumfries.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale portion  at  Thoruhill 
fishing  is  confined  to  the  Night  Fly,  and  an  occasional  sea 
trout  has  been  landed.  Nothing  doing  on  the  tributaries. 
Galloway  Lochs.— The  loch3  are  giving  better  baskets 
now.  On  Loch  Dungeon,  Mr.  Walls  and  Mr.  Stewart  had 
fair  baskets.  A  number  of  visitors  out  from  the  Lochinvar 
Hotel,  of  Dairy,  have  had  fairly  good  sport  with  fly.  On 
the  Ken,  abjve  Allangibbon,  two  local  anglers  killed  four 
dozen  yellow  trout  at  two  outings.  The  trout  averaged 
three  to  the  lb.  The  Deuch,  the  Polharrow,  and  Black- 
water  have  done  fairly  well.  Ayrshire  Lochs. — About 
a  dozen  anglers  were  out  on  Loch  Doon  on  Saturday. 
There  was  too  much  wind  on  for  heavy  baskets,  but  a 
number  of  rods  did  pretty  well,  Mr.  John  McGugan 
killed  a  basset  of  yellow  trout  weighing  61b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  D.  Fisher,  31b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  P,  Pringle,  31b.  ; 
Mr.  R  Craig,  21b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  McLennan  and  friend  landed 
twenty-four  trout.  All  the  above  catches  were  made  with 
fly.  Moderate  sport  was  had  on  Loch  Finlas  by  membt  rj 
of  the  angling  club  and  friends.  The  Solway  Derwent. 
— Some  good  sport  is  to  be  had  on  this  river  among  yellow 
trout  by  fishing  lite  in  the  evening.  Sea  trout  are 
beginning  to  ascend  the  Derwent,  and  after  the  next  flood 
sport  is  sure  to  be  first-class.  Among  the  most  successful 
of  ths  Cockermouth  and  district  rods  mention  may  be 
made  of  Messrs.  J.  Wilson,  J.  Soulsby,  J.  Thompson,  J. 
Flasket,  W,  Hetherington,  and  J.  Muller,  all  of  whom 
have  had  good  catches  during  the  past  week  in  the 
river  and  lakes.  Brown  trout  up  to  IJlb.  each  have 
been  taken  in  the  Cocker,  Much  heavier  trout  have 
fallen  to  the  rods  on  the  likes.  Crummook  has 
afforded  same  fine  fish.  The  best  baskets  have  been 
made  by  Messrs,  J.  Dixon,  J.  Beck,  G.  Falcon,  and  R. 
Mitchell.  Visitors  have  had  large  lake  trout  by  spinning. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  and  Mr.  Mclvor,  and  saveral  others, 
have  done  well.  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  killed  over  100  trout 
on  Wasdale  lake  last  week.  There  is  little  sport  this  week 
on  Ehen,  Calder,  Irt,  &c.,  owing  to  the  waters  being  low 
and  the  weather  against  big  catches.  At  the  time  of  writing 
there  are  no  signs  of  rain,  and  not  much  sport  is  expected 
until  the  rivers  are  freshened  up  with  a  spate.  With  the 
first  flood  after  the  middle  of  June,  the  herling — which 
afford  such  rare  sport  in  July — should  appear.  They 
always  give  the  best  baskets  about  the  middle  of  July,  and 
on  into  August,  The  t  dal  reaches  are  the  best  stretches 
for  these  trout. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  all  in  favour 
of  the  fly  fisher,  glorious  sunshine  having  brought  out  the 
natural  fly  in  countless  myriads  ;  thus,  the  trout  are  no  v 
getting  into  splendid  condition.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
chronicle  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Mecbie,  sen.,  KJso,  one 
of  ths  originators  of  the  Kelso  Angling  Association,  and 
for  many  years  one  of  its  leading  members  in  committee. 
His  demise  totk  place  last  weak,  after  a  very  short  illness 
of  three  days,  he  being  in  his  eightieth  year.  None  knew 
better  where  to  get  a  few  nice  trout  at  the  time  of  day  or 
year,  and  no  one  knew  better  how  to  lure  the  salmon  to 
his  fly.  We  have  seen  him  many  times  on  the  Teviot  with 
his  20ft,  bamboo  rod,  throwing  a  line  from  bank  to  bank, 
and  taking  a  fish  out  when  the  place  had  been 
thrashed  over  by  four  or  five  anglers  before,  There 


has  not  been  much  doing  in  the  way  of  big  baskets 
of  trout  being  got  during  the  past;  week,  but  on 
the  whole  takes  have  been  very  fair.  Mr.  George 
Robson,  on  the  Tweed,  on  Monday,  had  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Wm. 
Shiell,  on  the  same  stream,  had  3jlb.  ;  Mr.  James Thomp- 
son  had  also  41b. ;  and  Mr.  A.  Simpson 41b.,  iacludiug  one 
trout  of  lib.  weight.  On  the  Teviot  some  fairly  good 
baskets  have  also  been  killed.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Robert 
Affleck,  Ileiton,  had  3Jlb.  ;  his  son,  Robert,  jan.,  had  a 
similar  take.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  James  Aflleck  had  6ilb., 
of  which  there  were  five  grayling  of  nearly  Jib.  each.  On 
the  Tweed  cn  Monday  morning,  Mr.  Jas.  Steele  had  a  nice 
dish  of  two  dozen,  weighing  7jlb.  ;  and  yesterday  he  had 
again  a  nic3  lot  of  fourteen  trout  weighing  531b., 
all  caught  with  clear-water  worm  fishing.  Angling 
competitions  amongst  the  various  district  clubi 
have  been  in  evidence  during  the  past  week. 
Evening  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  takes  are 
fairly  good.  Salmon  angling  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  is 
just  about  over  for  the  season  on  the  various  waters,  but 
as  a  rule  rod  fishing  is  now  done  until  the  back-end.  On 
the  Tweed  at  Tillmouth,  Mr.  Wm.  Stoddart,  the  keeper, 
has  had  one  of  GJlb. ;  while  he  had  one  of  the  sime  weight 
on  the  Till.  On  the  Rutherford  water  two  salmon  have 
been  got,  one  of  101b.  and  one  of  111b.  The  Tweed  net 
salmon  fishings  do  not  improve. — Maxwheel, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private 
Waters,  and  Gorcnor abbey  Hotel,  Lough  Conn), 

— Weather  very  bright  ;  morning  and  evening  best  time 
for  angling.  Trout  anglers  are  doing  fairly  well.  The 
best  basket  was  had  by  Mr.  C.  Fletcher,  getting  nine  fish, 
the  largest  weighing  51b.  Mr.  J.  Willis  Quigley,  on  the 
4th,  took  a  splendid  trout,  weighing  71b.,  with  a  salmon 
fly,  namely.  Lord  Kitchener  ;  Messrs.  Little  and  MacXulty 
also  had  some  good  takes  of  trout,  Mr.  Jackson  had  two 
grilse,  8lb. ;  Mr.  Houghton,  one  salmon,  lllb.  ;  Dr.  Davis, 
one  grilse,  5Jlb.  The  river  is  now  well  stocked  with 
grilse  and  salmon,  and  if  the  weather  becomes  a  little 
more  cloudy  anglers  may  expect  good  tport. — The 
Manager. 

Ballina  (Bloy  Hotel,  Private  Waters).— SiDC9 
last  report  we  are  having  very  fine  weather  here ;  water  in 
good  order ;  fish  getting  more  numerous,  all  the  pools 
being  well  stocked  with  grilse,  but  rising  badly  owing  to 
bright  sunthiue.  Mr.  J.  Browne  rose  several  fish  daring 
the  week.  Trout  fishers  at  Runagry  are  doing  very  well, 
having  had  some  nice  baskets  during  the  week,  largest 
scaling  olb. — John  Devers. 

Balhnderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone.)— The  water  is 
lowering  last,  but  this  does  not  so  much  matter,  as  angling 
is  only  practicable  during  the  evening  rise,  or  natural  fly 
fishing  in  well  timbered  portions  of  the  water.  An  odd 
salmon  has  been  seen  below  Ballinderry  Bridge,  but  none 
killed  yet  by  rod  fishers.  Up  till  this  week  some  fair 
trout  bags  were  made  on  these  and  the  Ardtrea  sections, 
—J.  A.  B. 

Belfast. — The  bright  weather  and  clear  water  have 
reduced  angling  almost  to  a  minimum,  for  scarcely  any- 
thing has  been  done  on  the  livers  in  the  past  week. 
Except  in  the  evenings,  on  Woodburn  dams,  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  The  recant  disturbances  also  prevented 
many  of  the  military  oflicers  from  fishing.  These 
disturbances,  bad  as  they  were,  were  greatly  exaggerated, 
and  are  now  over.  Tourist  anglers  who  have  to  pass 
through  Belfast  need  have  no  fear  of  do'ng  so. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benbuib,  co.  Tyrone). — The  river  is 
rather  low,  but  in  perfect  order  for  evening  fishing,  which 
sets  in  next  week  as  a  rule.  During  the  last  spate  some 
good  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  by  bait  fishers,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  first  run  of  salmon  occurred,  which  was 
exceptionally  early  and  due  to  the  heavy  floods.  Mr.  John 
Mills,  on  the  2nd  inst. ,  killed  a  grilse  of  6Jlb.  and  lost  two 
others. — J.  A.  B, 

Boyle. — As  I  anticipated  more  than  twelve  months 
ago,  the  May  Fly  season  of  1899  would  be  a  record  one 
here  if  the  weather  had  given  us  only  half  a  chance  ;  as  it 
was.  Lough  Gard  has  done  exceedingly  well,  and  by  the 
Fish  Preservation  Society  giving  it  the  same  attention  for 
another  year  or  so,  it  is  bound  to  be  the  greatest  trout 
lake  in  the  three  kingdoms.  As  it  is  a  very  large  lake, 
fourteen  miles  in  circumference,  I  cm  only  give  in  this 
report  a  very  small  idea  of  the  fish  killed  there  this  May 
Fly  season  ;  but  I  hope  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  the 
full  result  a  little  later  on.  Col.  Echalaz,  on  Gara,  latter 
part  of  season,  killed  thirty-four  trout,  largest  3jlb. ;  best 
day,  ten  fish.  Mr,  Dicki9,  in  ten  days,  two  rods,  in  boat, 
kiUed  ninety-seven  trout,  largest  fish  5Jlb ;  test  day, 
sixteen  fish,  Mr,  F.  Monson,  who  fished  Gara  every  day 
during  May  Fly  season,  which  was  from  May  18  to  June  4, 
killed  the  grand  total  of  132  trout,  largest  6Jlb.,  total 
weight  2G0lb.,  himself  and  son  only  fishing,  and  during  his 
best  day  he  broke  five  casting  lines  in  heavy  fish.  Mr,  Fen- 
wick  had  very  fair  sport  on  Gara  for  the  few  days  he  fished 
it,  his  best  day  being  eight  fish,  weighing  19Jlb.,  largest 
fish  51b,  Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Shield,  of  London,  had 
very  nice  fishing  during  their  stay  at  Boyle,  They  fished 
the  three  lakes— Gara,  Key,  and  Arrow — but  Gara  gave 
their  best  day,  fourteen  fish,  to  boat.  Arrow  doing  next 
with  seven  nice  fish,  largest  51b.  Capt.  Watkins  killed 
between  Loughs  Key  and  Arrow  twenty-three  trout, 
53§lb.,  largest  4ilb.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Holland,  London, 
were  not  so  fortunate  as  to  numbers;  but  Mrs.  Holland 
was  very  fortunate  in  capturing  her  largest  trout,  which 
scaled  7flb.,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Williams, 
Dublin,  to  be  set  up.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  McKenna,  Conway, 
Wales,  had  nice  sport  on  Arrow,  but  were  a  bit  late,  as  the 
dry,  hot  weather  that  set  in  ju«t  as  fishing  was  at  its  best 
made  each  succeeding  day  worse  for  the  Green  Drake 
fishing.  They  killed  eleven  trout,  which  weighed  301b,, 
their  three  largest  being  61b.,  SJlb.,  and  51b,  each,  the 
laurels  in  this  case  also  falling  to  a  lady,  as  Mrs.  McKenna 
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was  fortunate  in  killing  the  best  fish.  Mr.  Venour  from 
same  place,  got  twenty-four  trout,  50|lb.,  largest  Gib. 
This  tish  was  a  perfect  beauty.  Mr.  Jones,  Ardcirn, 
Boyle,  was  fortunate  in  killing  largest  fish  of  season, 
a  beauty  of  lOIb.  It  was  killed  on  Lough  Key ; 
and  Col.  Butler,  London,  got  next  best  fish  on  Arrow. 
I  have  not  his  exact  weight,  nor  the  Colonel's  list  of 
fish.  The  list  three  days  has  campletely  finished  our 
season — broiling  hot  sun,  no  wind,  and  fish  completely  off. 
It  is  such  a  pity,  as  up  to  Suodiy,  June  4,  Gara  was  keep- 
ing good,  Messrs.  CaMUand  O'Connor  getting  (ight  trout, 
which  weighed  201b.,  but  no  fishing  since.  P. S.  — Since 
writing  above  I  got  from  Col.  Butler  result  of  his  fishing 
for  this  season  :  Thirty-two  trout,  largest  7ilb. ;  most  for 
one  day,  five  fish. — George  Tayloe. 

Cork  Rivers. — On  the  whole  sport  has  been  of  a  poor 
description  on  all  waters,  though  on  a  few  favourable  days 
some  average  tikes  were  had.  Salmon  and  (on  those 
waters  that  hold  them)  sea  trout  are  numerous,  but  it  is 
quite  useless  to  angle  for  them  in  the  present  state  of  the 
weather.  The  waters  are  running  low  and  the  weather  is 
getting  hotter,  so  that  prospects  are  bad  for  the  next 
few  days  aU  round  — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  and  Iiongh  Corrib;— Sicca  the  present 
EpeU  of  bright,  glaring  weather  set  in,  morning  and  even- 
ing fishing  has  been  the  rule.  The  river  is  in  fair  trim, 
and  seems  to  be  exceptionally  well  stocked  with  peal  and 
salmon. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Bally shannon  and  Belleek).— The  following 
are  the  partieuJars  :  Mr.  John  Thomson  took  one  salmon 
of  121b.  on  1st  inst. ;  Sir  H.  B.  Kobertson  took  one  silmon 
of  91b.  on  5th,  and  one  of  tame  weight  on  6th;  Mr.  W. 
Johnston  took  one  grilse  of  51b.  on  same  day.  Trout 
angling  was  not  so  keenly  followed  up  as  in  the  previous 
week,  stiU  the  following  gentlemen  took  a  good  many  fair 
sized  trout  in  the  late  evenings  since  last  report :  Mr. 
E.  A.  Kalli,  Mr.  C.  C.  Kalli,  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  G. 
Antonini,  Mr.  W.  H.  Wood,  Dr.  F.  Condcn.  and  others. 
On  Longh  Erne  a  fair  number  of  decent  baskets  of  trout 
were  taken  during  the  past  week,  tut  the  May  Fly  has  not 
proved  a  success  up  to  time  of  writing  in  consequence  of 
the  bright,  hot  weather  which  has  continued  all  the  time 
since  the  fly  came  on  the  water.  Amongst  the  most 
successful  anglers  were  Mr.  Hobaon,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  W. 
Johnson,  Mr.  A.  Artindale,  &c.  The  weather  at  preEent 
looks  anything  but  prosperous  for  angling,  not  the  sign  of 
a  cloud  in  the  sky,  very  hot,  and  north-east  wind. — M. 
EoGAX  AND  Sons. 

Kerry  Hivers. — On  the  whole  sport  has  been  de- 
cidedly very  poor  on  all  the  Kerry  rivers  owing  to  the  very 
hot  weather  of  the  past  week. — T.  J.  D. 

Isoxigh.  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sea 
trout  are  beginning  to  give  sport  at  last.  A  dozen  sea 
trout  were  had  last  week,  averaging  about  21b.  tach,  and 
only  a  few  anglers  were  out.  Salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout 
are  now  coming  up  in  increased  numbers,  and  should  a 
change  to  rain  take  place  good  tport  will  follow  in  all 
departments.  In  the  tidal  waters  large  shoals  of  peil  and 
sea  trout  are  awaiting  a  "  fresh  "  before  ascending. 

JtOVigh.  Mask. — Major  Ferguson  and  Mr.  Alington's 
take  of  fish  on  above  lake,  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur  :  Major  Ferguson,  in  twentj-seven  days,  ciught 
324  trout,  ranging  from  |lb.  to  61b.,  average  weight 
lib.  4oz.  Mr.  AUngton,  in  fourteen  days,  cau?ht  154 
trout,  average  lib.  3oz.,  all  taken  on  the  fly.  I  defy  any 
other  lake  in  Ireland  to  show  such  a  record ;  other  anglers 
making  also  large  baskets.  While  trolling  on  June  5,  Mr. 
Hopkins  caught  two  large  trout,  121b.  Weather  favourable. 

Xaongh  Mel'vin.  —  The  very  bright  hot  weather 
during  the  past  week  spoiled  to  a  great  extent  the  chances 
of  successful  angling  for  both  trout  and  salmon  in  this 
neighbourhood.  The  following  are  the  particulars :  Mr. 
Chis.  Rigera  took  one  salmon  of  81b. ,  on  June  1 ;  Mr. 
Jamea  Ellis  took  one  grilse  of  5|lb.,  on  samaday;  and 
Mr.  A.  Henderson  took  another  grilse,  51b.,  on  June  2  ; 
Mr.  E.  Mulhern  took  one  trout  (Salmn  ferox)  of  51b  ,  on 
June  1,  and  one  of  S^lb.  on  June  4.  Trout  fishing  was 
poor  during  the  past  week,  although  late  in  the  evenings  a 
few  fair-sized  baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were 
taken. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Melvin  (Lower  Reaches,  Kinlongh 
End;. — Sport  was  rather  dull  in  all  departments  in  the 
early  part  of  the  past  week,  owing  to  bright  weather  ;  a 
change  to  rain  in  the  latter  part  his  greatly  improved 
mittera,  and  good  baskets  are  had  daily  by  fly  anglers. 
The  May  Fly  is  out  in  good  numbers,  and  trout  are 
taking  the  artificial  well  on  some  days.  Mr.  Martin  lost 
bia  cast  in  a  nice  salmon  on  the  2od  (the  artificial  Drake). 
A  few  salmon  are  reported  to  be  had  trolling.  Messrs. 
Crofton,  Loverock,  Stinford,  and  Martin  were  amongst  the 
Buccessful  anglers,  trolling  with  natural  minnow,  on  the 
28ih,  Mrs.  Crofton  had  rather  a  curious  experience. 
Hooked  a  nice  trout,  about  3lb.,  and  when  coming  to  the 
Bet,  after  some  minutes'  play,  the  hold  gave  way ;  the 
eame  fish  made  a  B'^cond  bound  for  the  bait,  still  dangling 
in  the  water.  Weather  at  present  is  very  favourable  for 
angling  purpcges. — P.  Gallagher. 

Jtough.  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  are  in  a  fl  .urishing 
fctite,  and  not  for  Eome  time  has  trout  netting  been  so  good 
on  the  lough  as  in  the  patt  fortnight.  \  learn  that  s  )me 
attempts  at  fly  fishing  ovar  the  sand  flats  off  the  Antrim 
ahores  were  soccesgful.  A  few  salmon  are  in  the  lough, 
bat  the  nets  have  not  yet  taken  any.  Tronting  on  the 
tnbitaries  has  fallen  away  grpatly. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Co^  hlan's  Hotel  Waters,  Fozford).— Fish- 
ing here  for  the  last  few  days,  Major  Watkins  landed  two 
springers,  one  101b.,  one  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Scargill,  two,  one 
8ib.,  one  "Jib.  A  lot  of  fish  up  on  the  pools.  Weather 
very  bright.  Some  very  nice  baskets  of  trout  caught. 
Very  gf>od  prospects  of  sport. — Angler. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Maj  o). — Weather  bright  and  hot ;  morning  and  evening 


best  time  for  angling.  A  good  many  grilse  and  salmon 
are  showing  on  the  lower  pools  of  the  river,  but  somehow 
not  taking  well.  Mr.  Sampson  and  friend,  four  grilse, 
191b. ;  Mr.  Perks,  three  grilse,  131b.,  one  ealmon,  lUb.  ; 
Dr.  Franks,  t«  o  grilsa,  7ilb.  Trout  anglers  on  the  lough 
are  doing  fairly  well ;  best  take  in  one  day  Mr.  Conk, 
teven  trout,  SJIb.  I  have  heard  of  some  salmon  and  grilse 
being  taken  on  the  lough. — Pat  IIkaenf.s. 

Bhannou  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe).— It  is  all 
"  up  "  with  the  Green  Drake  fishing  on  the  lake  for  the 
present,  anyhow.  It  would  occupy  too  much  space  to  give 
a  list  of  all  the  baskets  made  during  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks,  so  I  will  content  myself  with  mentioning  a  few  of 
the  bett.  Mr.  W.  Malmsbury  Cotham  and  his  £on,  Mr. 
Bertram  Cotham,  have,  as  usual,  had  the  largest  catches. 
In  three  days  they  got  ten  trout,  ten  trout,  and  six  trout, 
weighing  231b.,  221b.,  and  161b.,  amongtt  which  there 
were  several  fish,  soiling  31b.,  41b.,  and  Cib.  Mr.  G. 
Rush's  best  day  was  seven  trout,  largest  a  gillaroo,  41b. 
Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley,  of  Birmingham,  has  accounted  for  a 
good  many  creels  of  big  brown  and  gillaroo  trout,  and  on 
the  river  he  has  had  some  nice  sport  among  the  salmon  and 
grilse.  On  Friday  he  landed  one  salmon  171b.,  and  two 
grilse,  GJlb.  and  61b. ;  on  Saturday,  one  salmon,  141b.,  and 
one  grilse,  71b.  Mr.  Thornley  has  been  coming  to 
Killaloe  for  the  silmon  and  trout  fishing  for  twenty-three 
consecutive  years,  and  those  of  us  here  who  have  known 
him  through  all  those  seasons  hold  him  ia  the  highest 
regard  and  esteem.  Mr.  W.  Malmsbury  Cotham  killed, 
on  June  5,  on  river,  two  grilse,  TJlb.  and  GJlb.  Grilse  are 
ascending  in  vast  quantities,  and  are  taking  freely  on  the 
preserved  and  free  beats.  Several  have  been  landed  this 
week,  both  by  visitors  and  local  anglers.  We  had  a 
fearful  thunder,  hail,  and  rain  storm  yesterday  (Tuesday), 
with  the  pleasing  result  that  the  river  has  risen  con- 
siderably, which  will  induce  the  salmon  and  grilse  to  keep 
on  running. — S.  J.  Huhley. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli).— The  river  is  now  in 
very  nice  order,  but  during  the  past  week  the  sun  haj  been 
far  too  brilliant  for  anglers  t )  have  much  chance  of  sport. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  one  salmon,  241b., 
on  30th  ult.,  and  one  peal,  51b.,  on  31st  ult.  On  Prospect, 
the  fishermen  killed  one  peal,  2Jlb. ,  on  June  1,  and  one 
salmon,  161b.,  on  June  2.  On  Newgardcn,  Mr.  Astley 
Creswick  killed.  May  31,  one  peal,  51b.  ;  June  1,  one  peal, 
51b.  ;  June  2,  one  peal,  3Jlb. ;  June  3,  one  peal,  410.  ; 
June  5,  two  peal,  4Jlb.,  Sjlb. ;  June  6,  two  peal,  31b., 6 Jib. 
On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  killed  one  salmon,  131b.,  on 
May  29.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one 
peal,  71b.,  on  June  6.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mrs. 
Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  81b.,  on  May  31. — J.  Enright 
AND  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Slullingar). — Two  causes  have 
arisen  to  put  an  extinguisher  on  dapping  with  the  Green 
Drake,  at  least  for  the  present,  upon  these  lakes.  Since 
Sunday  morning  last  intensely  hot  and  calm  weather  has 
set  in,  which.  No.  1,  effectually  blocks  the  sport,  and 
No.  2,  the  perch  fry  are  now  being  hatched  out, 
and  all  the  attention  of  the  trout  is  devoted  solely 
to  this  diet.  Even  on  Saturday,  the  3rd  inst. —  a 
perfect  diy — the  fish  would  simply  rise  lazily  to  the 
fly,  but  no  more.  Friday  I  could  not  go  out.  Fair 
sport  was  had  on  the  preceding  Thursday.  Not  being  in 
luck  I  only  got  two,  weighing  61b.,  the  largest  I  saw  killed 
on  that  day  being  a  trout  of  71b. ,  on  Lough  O  wel.  A  lady 
informed  me  to-day  that  in  portions  of  fifteen  days  on 
Lough  Ennell  she  took  (two  rods)  thirty-one  trout, 
weight  541b.   Not  so  bid  for  very  bad  weather. — T.  J.  W. 


singling  ^^tjeiurcs. 

Jnne  11.  ■ 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Annual  dinner. 

Hoiton  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Lychnobite :  Leigh-on-Sea  competition. 
June  12. 

Great  Northern  Brothers :  Visit. 
June  13. 

Good  Intent :  Distribution. 

Gresham  :  Lantern  lecture  by  "  Straw  Hat." 
Jnne  14. 

Albion  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
Jane  16. 

Dalston  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Opening  of  coarse  fishing  season, 
June  17. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Dagenham. 


June  18. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
,,    18. — Clapham  Strollers  :  Match  at  Pulborough, 
,,    18. — Dibdin  :  Outing. 
,,    18. — Eirlsfield  :  Outing. 

18. — Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
,,    18. — Lincoln:  Outing  to  Pulborough. 
,,    18.— Ormonde:  Outing  to  Pulborough. 
,,    18. — South    Bermondsey :    Competition   at  Pul- 
horoQgh. 

,,    18. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match. 

,,    18. — Woolwich  :  Outing  to  Yalding, 

,,    21. — Brompton  :  Annual  dinner, 

„    21. — Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing, 

,,    22. — Albion  Brothers  :  Supper, 

„   24. — Lychnobite  :  Benefit  concert. 

,,    25. — Albion  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

,,    25. — Allason  United  :  Pegged-down  match. 

,,   25. — Amicable  Waltonians :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 

,,   25. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

,,    25. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Outing  to  Uxbridge. 

„   25. — Elgin  :  Brake  outing. 

,,   25.— Ormonde  :  Outing  and  dinner  to  Hastings, 

,,    25. — Phojnix  :  Brake  outing. 

„   28.— Walthamstow  Brothers  ;  Annual  dinner. 


iaejiatts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  t}veir  Rep'/rtH  mvJft 
reach  u»  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 

Evening.  Addreas  "Editor,  Fi.stiiXG  Gazh;tt>;,  Bt. 
Dunatan's  Houne,  Fetter-Lane,  Lowlon,"  marked  "  CluB 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  finatce  com- 
mittee and  trustees  iii  ieting  will  take  place  on  Monday  even- 
ing next,  at  the  Cripplegata  Inslituts,  Golden  Line,  at  eight 
o'clock,    and  the    general   committso   at   nite.  —  R. 

GlIURNEY. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledt,e  with  tbanks  the  receipt  of 
lOi.  from  Mr.  F.  G.  C  )ttrell  (South  London  A.S.)  as 
annual  subscription  for  1898-9.-11.  Gui  kney. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— Wednf  sday,  the 
7th,  brought  us  a  very  good  attendaace.  During  th3 
evening  the  prize  money  was  paid  out  to  fcuccessful  com- 
petitors. We  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  on  June  14, 
when,  with  a  little  harmony,  the  prizes  will  be  distributed. 
I  hope  that  donors  of  prizes  will  kindly  bring  them  up  to 
time,  nine  o'clock.  On  June  22  we  have  our  supper  at  tha 
club-room,  and  June  25  we  have  a  brake  outing  to  Stam- 
ford Rivers.  All  members  intending  to  come  to  the  supper 
kindly  send  in  names  to  the  secretary. — C.  J.  K. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
Our  A.B.S.  concert  on  June  7  was  a  gigantic  success. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Harris  was  chairman  and  Mr.  E.  Baxter  vice, 
and  a  good  round  sum  was  added  to  our  A.B.  box.  The 
chairman  and  vice  and  also  all  kind  argling  brethren  of 
the  neighbouring  societies  were  thanked,  also  Phil. 
Phillips,  pianist,  and  all  visitors.  We  made  three  mora 
members.    Will  members  attend  on  June  14  ■ — Ben. 

Alms,  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  June  6  the  meeting 
was  poorly  attended,  and  as  there  is  a  lot  of  business  to  be 
transacted  before  the  fishmg  season  con^mances,  I  hope 
to  see  all  member's  pressnt  on  Jnne  11. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waitonian  Angling  Sooiovj,  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  above,  on  June  7,  the  delegate  gave  hi) 
report  of  the  Central  Association,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  for  same.  Most  of  the  members  signified  their 
intentions  of  taking  part  in  the  great  Central  compstition, 
and  it  was  also  arranged  that  the  first  competition  of  the 
club  should  take  place  at  Wateringbury  on  June  25  for  six 
good  prizes. — G.  Mehry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — A  large  number  of  members 
assembled  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  a  lot  of  important 
business  was  gone  through.  Mr.  Wjatt  was  elected  aa 
hon.  member.  Will  members  who  have  not  already  done 
so  kindly  attend  and  clear  bocks,  when  they  can  receive 
their  privilege  tickets  ?  Our  first  monthly  campetition  will 
be  held  in  July.  I  have  still  a  few  tickets  left  for  the 
Central  Association  competition  on  Jnne  18. — F.  W. 
Martin. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Sooietj,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth. — Will  all  members,  old  and 
new,  attend  on  Wedneslay  next  for  important  business 
and  privilege  tickets  ?  Club  open  at  nine  o'clock.  Tnia 
society  is  out  for  new  members  every  Wednesday  evenicg. 
Rules  cm  be  seen  at  the  above  honss. — A.  A.  0. 

Battsrsea  Frienai,^  Anglm^  f^uxos^,  Queen  e 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  June  6  Messrs; 
Hines,  GritEths,  Clephane,  Newman,  Stafford,  and  Loudon 
were  elected  members,  and  Messrs.  Harriss  and  GLliing- 
ham  were  proposed.  Ths  prospects  of  the  coming  season 
are  very  encouraging.  Our  delegate  presented  a  satis- 
factory report  of  Central  Association  meeting,  and  a 
prize  was  forwarded  for  the  comiag  competiiion  at  Pul- 
borough.— A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh,  Verona- 
street,  Battersea. — Sinca  last  report  we  have  nominated 
another  new  member.  Will  members  who  require  privilege 
tickets  kindly  let  me  have  their  subscription  for  same  ? 
We  have  had  thieo  more  prizes  added  to  our  list— Mr._ 
Hart,  two,  of  10s.  61.,  and  Mr.  Stratton,  7s.  6d.,  for 
largest  perch. — T.  Tringham. 

Ulackfriars  Angling  Societf,  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Will  members  turn  up  in  force 
next  Wednesday,  as  I  expect  to  have  privilege  tickets  and 
prize  list  in  hand.'  Any  gentlemen,  honorary  or  work- 
ing, kindly  let  me  know  whether  they  require  privilege 
ticket  or  silver  cup  competition  tickets. — J.  Wheel- 
house, 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 

and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  May  31  Mr. 
G.  Gill  was  elected  a  working  member.  On  June  7  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  J.  Young 
on  his  retirement  from  the  post  of  scilesman,  which  he 
has  ably  filled  for  many  years.  Mr.  J.  Taylor  was  elected 
his  successor  for  the  coming  season.  Mr.  J.  Neale  was 
elected  a  \i  orking  member. — T.  Paternoster. 

Srompton  Angling  Society,  Doyley  Arms,  Mar!* 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — Tne  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  2l3t  instant,  and  as  the  prizes  are  to  bs 
distributed  on  ttat  occasion  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
be  to  hand  at  least  a  week  before.  The  influence  of 
the  approaching  season  has  already  made  itself  felt,  and 
good  attendance  is  now  the  order  of  the  day.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  we  have  made  several  new  members, 
and  have  hopes  of  more.  Old  members  will  be  sorry  to 
hear  that  Mr.  Moody,  who  was  a  member  for  so  many 
years,  is  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health,  &c.,  and  in  this 
connection  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  old  friends 
who  can  remember  their  old  comrade. — C.  AsgBt, 
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Bmnswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Our  annual 
dinner  on  the  6th  was  a  great  success.  The  spread  pro- 
vided by  our  worthy  host,  Harry  Jackson,  did  him  credit. 
Mr.  Powel  West  occupied  the  chair,  and  kindly  presented 
the  prizes  won  last  season  to  the  various  winners.  After 
honourine  the  usual  toasts,  a  pleasint  musical  evening  was 
spent.  We  have  a  long  prize  list,  and  I  beg  to  thank  those 
donois  who  have  kindly  contributed  to  same.  —  F. 
Eandall. 

Cambridge  Heatk  Erotliera'  Angling  goci£ty, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'a-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — We  hold  cur  first  prize  outing  at  Dagen- 
ham  Lake  on  June  18,  for  eleven  prizes  to  the  value  of 
£7.  Members  can  go  down  on  the  l/th  by  signing  the 
book  at  the  clubhouse  after  2  p.m.  Start  fisLing  at  day- 
break, cease  at  5  p.m.  Show  fish  at  the  Chequers  not 
later  than  6  pm.  Stewards,  H.  Deverill  and  C.  Wicks. 
Annual  general  meeting,  June  13,  for  election  of  otEcirs, 
&c.  The  prize  committee's  report  was  accepted  with 
thanks  on  June  6,  when  thirty-four  members  were 
prasent,  and  the  membership  increased  by  the  election  of 
one  working  and  three  honorary  members. — P.  Loi't. 

Clapham  Jnnetion  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  8.W.— 
Our  first  day's  outing  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on 
June  18,  for  six  club  prizes  ;  boundary  from  Park  Gates  to 
Timberley  Bridge;  train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.27, 
return  by  the  7.14  from  Amberley.  We  have  made  three 
more  new  members;  also  seven  more  piizes  have  been 
added  to  our  list.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — We  fish  a  match  for 
three  prizes  on  June  18,  at  Pulboro' ;  in  addition  to  this, 
nearly  all  members  will  compete  in  the  big  competition  in 
aid  of  the  "  Jubilee  Nurtes  Fund."  Should  like  to  see  all 
our  members  next  Tuesday  to  receive  privileges,  and  any 
who  have  not  taken  them  up  kindly  ccmmunicate  to  me 
at  once.— S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  concert  in  connection  with  the  above  was  a 
great  success,  in  spite  of  the  hot  weather.  The  arrange- 
ments were  well  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Franklin,  Pavitt, 
Parrott,  and  G.  Watling.  Mr.  Thorling  ia  the  chair  ; 
Mr.  Lummes,  vice  ;  and  Mr.  Eallett,  pianist.  Plenty  cf 
good  talent.  The  committee  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
the  Empress,  to  settle  up.  All  returns  for  programmes  to 
be  sent  on  by  that  date.  The  next  return  visit  on  this  list 
will  be  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers,  Robin  Hood, 
Southampton-street,  King's  Cross,  on  June  12.  —  F. 
Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Wednesday  com- 
mittee met  and  arranged  prizes  for  the  first  cuting.  On 
the  second  Monday  in  July  we  have  a  tmoker  in  aid  of 
A.B.S.  and  open  our  box  All  friends  cordially  welcome. 
Members  who  require  A.B.S.  and  privilege  cards  renewed 
please  let  me  know  without  delay. — T.  Faulknee. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.B. — AH  members  who 
wish  to  enter  the  Central  competition  pleise  apply  at  once 
for  tickets.  Those  who  have  not  given  in  their  names  for 
privilege  tickets  please  do  so  at  once,  in  order  to  make  sure 
of  getting  them  in  time.  Will  members  please  attend 
next  Wednesday,  in  order  to  rua  over  proof  of  prize  list  ? 
New  rule-b)ok  has  been  given  to  printer  this  week. — 
W. H.  Stafford. 

Salston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  June  4  the  members  and 
friends  had  their  annual  outing  to  Arundel,  where  they 
pirtook  of  dinner,  served  in  a  very  satisfactory  mmner  by 
Mr.  Lee,  of  the  Black  Ptibbit.  A  most  enjoyable  day  was 
spent,  all  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  arrangements 
made.  On  Tuesday,  the  6th,  a  very  fair  meeting.  Some 
important  business  was  got  through,  including  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  season.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  our  prize 
list  is  up  to  the  usual  standard.  Will  members  kindly 
attend  on  Tuesday,  June  13,  to  arrange  cur  first  outing  ? — 
S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saiuts'-road,  Westbourne  Park.  —  Our  first  match 
of  the  season  takes  place  on  June  25,  at  Uxbridge. — W. 
Jenkins. 

Earlsiield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
EarlsfielJ,  S.W. — At  our  general  meeting,  hell  last 
Tuesday,  the  followiog  office  bearers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuingyear:  Chairman,  Mr.  S.  Gathereole;  vice-chairman, 
Mr.  F.  Mathews ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Rotherham  ;  auditors, 
Messrs.  Mathews  and  J.  R.  Smith;  hon.  sec,  Mr.  A. 
Traquiir.  An  outing  has  been  arranged  for  Jane  18;  par- 
ticulars will  be  found  in  next  week's  Fishing  Qazette. — 
A.  T. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth. — Thoss  wishing  to  join  a 
club  for  the  coming  season  would  do  well  by  calling  at  the 
clubhou  e  on  Thursday^  next  We  shall  be  pleased  to 
enrol  a  few  good  working  membars.  We  have  a  sub- 
stantial prize  list  to  start  with.  Anyone  joining  by 
June  14  will  have  free  access  to  all  priz;s. —  C.  Rosskr. 

Oolden  Eaibel  Angling  Socitty,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital. — We  had  a 
fair  muster  on  Tuesday  night;  Siveral  more  prizes  given. 
Will  members  come  on  Sunday  or  Tuesday  ?  There  are 
some  prizes  to  allot  so  as  to  have  the  list  piloted  before 
the  opening  of  season.  We  have  room  for  a  few  more 
working  members.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  can 
to  lulis  at  the  bar. — A.  W.  Ellins, 

Good  Iiitmt  Angling  Society.  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Through  unforeseen  circum- 
stances our  return  visit  had  to  be  postponed  ;  thanking  all 
those  that  took  the  trouble  to  come.  Our  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  the  13th  inst.   The  secre- 


tary will  be  at  the  club-house  on  Saturday  and  Monday 
evenings  to  receive  and  pay  out. — R.  Murphy. 
Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Roliu  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.  —  The 
next  Clerkenwell  and  district  visit  will  be  paid  to  the 
above  society  on  Monday  next,  June  12,  when  we  hope  to 
receive  the  hearty  support  of  our  brother  anglers. — J.  A. 
FiTcn. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — Our  annual  dinner  took  place 
last  evening  at  the  clubhouse,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  our 
president,  in  the  chair,  when  about  forty  sat  down  to  an 
excellent  repast  pro\ided  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  50,  Cleveland- 
street.  Mr.  Church  was  in  the  vice-chair,  and  the  follow- 
ing members  and  friends  attended  :  Messrs.  W.  Marshall, 
E.  and  A.  Lewi?,  H.  Long,  J.  Dupere,  W.  Vernon,  W. 
Lambert,  Dr.  Whitewood,  A.  T.  Waring,  J.  Steer,  J.  K. 
Orsmau,  H.  Soolt,  A.  Slatter,  M.  II.  Smith,  A.  and  H. 
Burgess,  T.  Thurston,  G.  Allen,  A.  R.  Matthews, 
W.  Gorton,  Harvey,  Hodgson,  Jones,  MoManns, 
McMiller,  &o.  A  caj  i'al  programme,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Gorton,  musical  director,  was 
arranged,  the  artistes  being  Mr.  Frost  Lambert,  Mr. 
Rutter,  Harry  Knight,  J.  F.  Crowley,  Fred  Putner, 
Harry  Boorman,  and  a  recitation  by  Dr.  White- 
wood,  our  oldest  hon.  member.  During  an  interval  tlis 
secretary  read  the  list  of  prize-winners  for  last  season,  as 
follows:  Mr.  Church,  1st  gross  weight;  Mr.  Robinson, 
2Qd  ditto ;  best  perch,  Mr.  Freak ;  best  roach,  Mr. 
Dryden  ;  best  pike,  Mr.  Church  ;  best  brrbel,  Mr.  Robin- 
son ;  best  roach,  public  water  only.  Mr.  Harrey ;  bett 
bream,  Mr.  Dryden;  best  chub,  Mr.  Robinson;  best 
dace,  Mr.  Steer  ;  best  trout,  Mr.  Young ;  best  fish  at  out- 
ing, Mr.  Dupere,  with  whiting,  2Jlb.  Our  prize  list  for 
the  ensuing  season  was  openedi  and  £16  I63.  promises  in 
the  room. — J.  Dryiien. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Armp, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  our  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  on  Monday  last,  and  I  am 
pleaded  to  say  it  was  a  distinct  success.  We  booked  over 
£20  private  prizes.  To-morrow  night  will  be  the  first 
night  of  the  change,  and  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present. 
—A.  E.  Payne. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Hollonay,  N. — Taking  advantage  of  the 
May  Fly  season  several  members  have  met  with  success, 
the  bfst  result  being  a  41b  2oz.  and  a  lib.  lOJoz.  fish  to  Mr. 
C.  Briggs,  scoring  four  points  in  the  challenge  cup  com- 
petition. Three  new  members  were  elected  on  Wednes- 
day, when  we  also  completed  the  prize  list  for  the  coming 
season. — E.  W. 

EoUoway  Angling  Society,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Holloway-road,  N. — On  Wednesday  eyening 
last  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held, 
at  which  the  officers  were  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  the  balance-sheet,  which  was  a  very  satisfactory  one, 
with  a  good  balance  in  hand,  was  passed.  The  members 
attended  in  force,  and  we  have  every  prospect  of  a 
successful  year. — A.  Clayton. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  above  met  on  Tuesfay, 
6th  inst.,  when  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed.  Mr.  H.  Gates  in  the  chair.  The  privilege 
tickets  are  ready,  so  that  members  who  intend  ofmpeting 
in  the  cup  competition  may  obtain  them  from  the 
secretary.  Mr.  Bolter  was  proposed  as  a  working  membar. 
— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Tzaak  Wa  .ton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John'a- 
road,  Mansfield-street,  Kmgsland-road.  —  The  distri- 
bution of  annual  and  special  prizes  took  place  on  June  7. 
To  celebrate  the  event  the  members  had  a  tupper,  which 
was  served  up  in  a  very  nice  manner  by  our  worthy  hostess, 
Mrs.  W.  Brown,  and  was  much  enjoyed  by  all  present. 
Mr.  G.  Nunn  prsfided ;  vice,  Mr.  C.  Hay  ward.  The 
prizes  were  presented  by  the  president,  who  congratulated 
each  recipient  upon  their  success,  and  a  good  list  was 
offered  for  competition  during  the  coming  season. 
During  the  evening  some  capital  songs  were  rendered, 
and  a  very  pleasant  time  was  brought  to  a  close  by 
according  the  usual  hearty  votes  of  thanks  to  president, 
vice-president,  secretary,  hostess,  and  pianists.  The 
members  will  compete  for  two  special  prizes  on  June  18, 
at  Harlow,  also  for  two  prizes  on  Wedneiday,  21st inst.,  at 
the  same  place. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Our  concert  on  the  5th  was 
very  successful  and  our  room  well  filled.  Our  A.B.  box 
was  well  patronised.  Mr.  B.  Abrahams  was  in  the  chair, 
and  his  brother  officer,  Mr.  J.  Harris,  vice.  A  very  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent.  We  return  our  sincere  thank.s  to 
the  various  clubs  that  gave  us  their  kind  support  on  that 
occasion. — 6.  Bence. 

Iiimehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  12,  Strcatfield- 
street,  Limehouse,  E. — Our  ne.it  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Friday,  June  16.  Will  all  members  wishing  to  join  the 
outing  on  the  opening  day  send  notice  to  one  of  the  secre- 
taries not  later  than  Wednesday,  14th  inst.  ?  Since  our 
last  meeting  several  valuable  prizes  have  been  offered  for 
specimen  fish. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society.  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street,   PentonviUe-road,   N.  —  I  must  request 


Foreign  Competition  is  often  dcclarnd  to  be  tho  ciuse  of 
nmoh  of  the  suffering  in  this  country,  iiucl  we  are  told  tlmt  the 
number  of  foreigners  in  England  malce  it  very  diflicult  for  tho 
I'.nsliS'hman  to  get  a  living.  However  this  m.iy  be,  it  is  certainly 
true  that  the  presence  of  foreign  inalier  iu  the  blood  endangers 
the  health  of  the  whole  eystem.  To  purify  the  blood  and  to 
correct  disorders  of  the  liver  and  stomach,  tho  only  certain,  safe, 
and  agreeable  medicine  Is  IJolloway's  Pills.  If  you  suffer  from 
gout,  rheumatism,  or  lumbago,  scalds,  burns,  or  similar  ovils, 
you  must  use,  with  tho  least  possilile  delay,  Holloway's  Ointment. 
For  over  half-a-ccntury  these  famous  remedies  have  been  the 
faithful  friend  of  man. 


members  in  arrears  to  turn  up  on  Wednesday  next  to 
make  themselves  eligible  for  our  outing  at  Pulborough  on 
the  18th,  on  which  cooasion  we  have  six  good  prizes.  At  our 
last  meeting  Messrs.  E  Bryant,  T.  Evens,  J.  Moffat,  W. 
Symes,  and  J.  Feild  were  proposed  as  working  members, 
and  will  be  balloted  for  next  week  ;  Messrs.  G.  Green  and 

F.  Alger,  honorary  members.  Members  that  wish  to  go 
by  the  convejance  from  the  club  on  the  18ch  must  give 
their  names  in  next  week. — W.  Watling. 

Z>iTerpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hive,  Queen- 
square.— The  splendid  weather  now  prevailing,  and  which 
appears  to  have  come  to  stay,  has  made  angling  the 
pleaeantest  of  recreations,  and  many  fish  lave  made 
acquaintance  with  strange  quarters.  Several  members  of 
this  association  have  done  well  with  trout  and  grayling, 
but  I  am  not  allowed  to  mention  names  or  waters.  It 
is  too  calm  and  bright  for  our  Pen-y-Cae  fishery  to  do 
well,  as  a  hard,  windy  (fairly)  day  is  the  weather  which 
appears  to  bring  them  on.  Anglers  are  very  chary  in 
telling  where  they  have  had  sport,  which  may  be  the  right 
thing  nowadays,  when  permission  in  good  water  is  difficult 
to  obtain,  but  it  used  not  to  be_  so.  The  Rivington 
reservoirs  are  now  providing  very  fair  trout  fishing,  beins 
almost  a  sure  find,  and  not  dear.  It  was  a  "happy" 
thought — readers  kindly  excuse  my  saying  so — when  ib 
occurred  to  me  to  approach  the  water  committee,  to 
ascertain  if  the  right  of  fishing  which  was  originally  vested 
in  the  landholders  could  be  bought  back.  After  some 
correspondence  and  interviews  with  the  late  town  clerk 
and  the  water  engineer,  it  was  conceded  that  in  the  next 
Act  of  Parliament  compulsory  powers  should  be  sought  to 
enable  the  lights  to  be  bought  back.  The  Act  was  passed, 
and  the  corporation  became  possessed  of  the  "sporting" 
rights,  fishing,  and  shooting.  Only  one  gentleman  refused 
to  sell,  but,  as  the  result  of  an  action  at  law,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  do  so.  Thus  the  fishing  became  the  property  of 
the  ratepayers  through  the  corporation,  and  they  and 
others  are  permitted  to  angle  at  Is.  6d.  ani  3s.  per  day, 
and  under  a  code  of  conditions.  I  then  went  in  for 
stocking  with  trout,  and  finally  induced  the  water  com- 
mittee to  placi  1000  two-year-olds  in  the  upper  reservoirs. 
I  asked  for  2000,  and  I  believe  the  other  1000  will  be  pu  t, 
chased.  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  induce  the  committee 
to  put  on  punts  or  boats  for  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  fishermen.— R.  Woolkall 

Mildmay  Angling  Society.  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mild- 
may  Paik,  N. — A  mee>ing  of  this  society  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  at  nine  o'clock  sharp  ;  and  as  this 
is  the  first  one  held  since  the  beginning  of  the  close  season 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance  of  members. — A.  E, 
Hendon. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lamb, 

Three  Colts-lane,  opposite  Bethnal  Green  Junction.— 
Our  dinner  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
was  a  grand  success.  Will  honorary  members  please 
remit  payment  for  their  privilege  tickets  ?  Our  meeting 
nights  are  now  Wednesday  and  Sunday,  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green;  C.  Friedlander, 
proprietor. — G.  Baers. 

Ormonde  Anplir  g  Society,  The  Rose.  Saville-place, 
Lambeth-road,  8.E. — Vfe  have  an  outing  to  Pulborough  on 
June  18.  On  June  25  we  have  an  outing  and  dinner  at 
Hastings.  There  was  a  good  muster  on  our  meeting  night, 
June  6,  when  two  more  honorary  members  were  made.— 

A.  HOLBROW. 

Feckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Sumner-road,  Peckham. — A  special 
meeting  will  be  held  on  June  16.  Members  who  want 
privilege  and  benevolent  tickets  must  let  me  know  at  once. 
I  have  the  tickets  for  the  competition  at  Pulboro'  on  the 
18oh;  I  hope  every  member  will  take  cn9.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Luff  has  promised  to  photo  the  club  members  at  Pulboro' 
on  that  date.— G.  Etheeington. 

Fhoeniz  An^lins  bociety.The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— Will  members  please  show  up  next 
week  to  arrange  prizes  for  brake  outing  to  King's 
Lingley,  on  June  25  ? — R.  C. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  yueen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
etreet,  Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  June  6  we  had  a  fairly 
good  meeting,  making  four  new  members.  Will  members 
please  call  for  privilege  tickets  ;  all  those  who  have  not  yet 
piid  fcr  ticket  are  requested  to  do  so  at  once.— Geo. 
Keene. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Armp, 
Bateman-atreet. — At  our  last  meeting  we  were  very  well 
attended,  and  got  through  a  vast  amount  of  business. 
Mr.  F.  Pain  was  elected  a  working  member.  We  also 
added  four  new  prizes  to  our  list,  which  bids  fair  to  excec  d 
all  previous  seasons.  We  have  some  important  business 
to  transact  next  meeting,  and  should  like  to  see  all 
members  present. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society.- Several 
of  our  members  were  out  on  the  4th  inst.,  among  those 
weighing-in  Mr.  Ashley  having  a  nice  trout  of  4lb.,  which 
is  the  largest  up  to  the  present — H.  B. 

Second  Surrey  Angllnir  Sooiety,  the  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — At  our  last 
meeting  Mr.  G.  Richards  was  elected  a  member,  and  Mr. 

G.  Newcomb  was  proposed  a  member.  Mr.  W.  Bignell 
was  elected  secretary  in  place  of  W.  Anstey,  who,  oning 
to  removing  to  the  country,  has  resigned  the  post. — W. 
Anstey. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane.— The  above  club  held  their  annual  general 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  when  there  was  a  good  attend- 
ance, and  the  following  officers  were  re-elected  and  elected 
for  the  ensuing  season:  President,  Mr.  Fletcher;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  Williams  ;  secretary,  E.  Smith  ;  committee, 
Messrs.  Thurston,  Abrahams,  Dent,  Clark,  Jacobs, 
Woollen,  Williams,  Fletcher,  and  Tree.  Hon.  members' 
subscriptions  are  now  due,  and  the  privilege  tickets  are 
ready.  Will  members  kindly  meet  at  nine  o'clock  on 
Tuesday  next?— R.  Smith. 
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South    Bermondsey  Fiscatorials  Institute, 

Eotherhithe  Xew-road,  S.E. — Eighteen  members  met  at 
Mr.  Fawcett's  house  on  June  4  t  i  form  the  grcup  photo, 
and  I  am  sure  it  is  worth  a  vota  of  thanks  to  our  old  friend 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  suopHed  U9  with  refreshments 
and  cordial  greeting.  Mr.  Fred  Viaer,  of  Southwark 
Park-road,  was  punctual  to  his  promise,  and  was  very 
pleased  the  weather  p?rmitted  without  delay.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  members  that  were  present :  Messrs. 
Fawcett,  Giddy,  Sutherd,  Read.  Mills,  Pascoe,  Beisley, 
Smith,  Clark,  Castin,  Byers  Bros.,  Thomas,  Farmer, 
Whichelow,  Moore,  sea.,  Moore,  jun.,  and  yrur  humble 
servant.  I  have  further  to  inform  the  members  that  I 
intend  sending  off  for  Central  tijkets  on  Friday  next,  so 
any  member  requirirg  same  please  attend  on  Fridiy, 
nine  o'clock  sharp. — J.  H.  Davies. 

Stockwell  Ansrling  Society,  Old  Q  aeen's  Head, 
Stockwell-road,  S.W. — A  special  meeting  of  the  above 
took  place  on  Thursday  last,  the  secretary  producing 
bilance  sheet  showing  a  satisfactory  amount  in  treasurer's 
hands.  Two  new  members  were  enrolled  and  five  prizes 
presented  by  members,  in  addition  to  those  already  on  the 
list.  The  previous  acting  officials  were  re-elected,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  tendered  to  them  for  their  services.  A 
brake  will  leave  the  White  Horse,  Brixton,  on  June  18  to 
enable  members  to  catch  the  early  train, — Thos.  Lucas. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — I  wish  to  remind  members 
that  next  meeting  night  is  the  last  before  the  opening  of 
the  season,  and  members  requiring  privilege  tickets  and 
A.B.8.  tickets  to  give  their  names  in  on  that  night. — 
C.  E  Lock. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  attendmce  on  the  6th, 
Mr.  H.  Walton  in  the  chair.  Some  very  important 
business  wa^  got  through.  Eight  more  prizes  have  been 
added  to  our  list,  and  we  have  a  grand  one  to  start  upon. 
Members  please  notice  the  arrangements  take  place  oa 
Tuesday  next  for  our  first  match. — H.  0. 

Wal^am  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Wehad  a  full  attendance 
of  members  on  Tuesday  night,  and  several  members  made 
application  for  tickets  for  the  A.B.S.  competition  for  the 
opening  Sunday,  when  we  hopa  to  fully  represent  the 
scciety.  Arrangements  will  be  made  for  a  brake  to  convey 
our  members  to  London  Bridge  on  the  morning,  and  mem- 
bers are  requested  to  attend  next  week  and  give  in  their 
names  if  they  wish  to  go  in  the  brake. — Tiddler. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  &ngling  Societ.v,  lissex 
Arms.  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Will  members  please 
ncte  change  of  secretary  ?  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place 
cn  June  28,  at  above  address,  at  which  they  hope  to  S3e  a 
good  muster.  A  special  meeting  takes  place  on  Wednesday 
next,  14th  inst.,  and  all  members  are  requested  to  attend, 
— W.  Papworth. 

Walworth  Waltoniaua  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road.  Walworth,  8.E.— I 
want  every  member  to  turn  up  on  Wednesday  next,  as  we 
have  to  elect  several  new  members,  and  also  officers  for 
the  ensuing  3?a3on — W.  Weay. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  S.E. — Our  distribution  of  prizes  took 
placo  on  Tuesday,  May  30.  Our  host  offered  a  substantial 
priz^  to  fish  for.  After  the  distribution  the  rest  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  harmony.  Mr  Cook  being  specially 
to  the  front  with  his  merriment.  Our  quarterly  night  is 
on  Tuesday  night,  June  13.  I  hope  all  members  will 
attend. — F.  Westohy. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Eydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  the  let  inst.  we  had  a  good  muster  of 
members  present  when  some  important  business  was  done. 
Hoping  those  absent  members  will  now  show  up  early  to 
arrange  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season  ;  we  had  two  new 
members  proposed,  and  still  have  room  for  more. — W. 
Harden. 

Western  Fiscatorials.  Berwick  Arms,  Bemers- 
street,  W. — We  held  our  annual  supper  and  concert  on 
June  7,  when,  with  the  united  efforts  of  members  and 
friends,  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. — Ed.  L. 
Stowey, 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  remind  our 
members  that  it  is  our  quarterly  night  on  Wednesday  next, 
June  14 ;  and  I  hope  our  members  will  not  forget  our 
peg-down  match  on  June  18,  at  Hatfield  Peverel ;  all  to 
go  down  by  the  train  that  leaves  Stratford  at  12.9  a.m. 
on  Saturday  night,  and  leaves  Forest  Gate  Station  at 
12.21  a.m. — R.  Lowther 

Woolwich  Brothers'  Ang  ling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plnmstead-road,  Plumstead. — The  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  above  on  the  18th 
nit.  After  doing  justice  to  the  excellent  spread  put  on  by 
our  Host,  Mr.  H.  Girland,  the  numerous  prizes  were 
pres'nted  to  the  prize  winners  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  A. 
Sanders,  of  the  Lord  Howick.  Daring  the  course  of  the 
evening  a  good  prize  list  was  compiled  for  the  ensuing 
■eason,  and  a  most  enjoyable  night  came  only  too  soon  to 
aclo<e.  The  prize  winners  were:  Messrs.  F.  Creeawell, 
J.  Hicks,  J.  R.  Howcroft.  W.  G.  Northam,  F.  D.  Gay- 
wood,  G.  Bird,  W.  A.  Jeff,  J.  Sharp,  P.  Smith,  J.  Wen- 
sley.  Artists  :  Messrs.  J.  Howes,  W.  Everett,  J.  Cramp, 
G.  Rowleraon,  F,  Crefswell,  and  G.  Wilson  (pianist). 
Will  menibirs  please  turn  cp  in  force  on  Wednesday  next 
to  finish  the  adjourned  meeting  before  the  season  opens  ; 
also  let  me  know  which  association  ticket  they  require. — 
P.  Smith. 

Te  Olde  Clapham  Hovers'  Angling  Club,  The 

Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — The  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes,  followed  by  a  select  smoking 
concert,  took  place  at  the  Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road, 
on  Tuesday  evening.  The  sapper  was  excel'ently  served 
by  Messrs.  Chiverg  Bros.,  and  after  the  guests  had  duly 
•Bjoyed  the  excellent  bill  of  fare,  harmony  was  the  order 


of  the  evening.  Amongst  the  artists  who  contributed  in 
no  mean  manner  to  the  enjoyable  vocal  talent  was  Mr. 
Harry  Edvvards  (mine  host),  Mr.  J.  Wyatt,  Mr.  Whiteling, 
Mr.  Nat  Linden,  Mr.  A.  Cjok,  Mr.  E.  Clarke,  and 
Masters  F.  and  J.  Edwards  played  a  pianoforte  and  violin 
duet  in  excellent  stylo.  Mr.  T.  Gloster,  one  of  the  oldest 
anglers  in  South  Lambeth,  also  gave  "  Hopping  in  Kent." 
Mr.  C.  Edwards  and  Arthur  Gibbirds  likewise  proved 
excellent  entertainers,  Mr.  C.  Clarke  efficiently  accom- 
panjing.  A  presentation  of  prizes  was  made  to  Mr. 
T.  Gloster,  Mr.  Harry  Gloster,  Mr.  F.  Taylor,  and 
Mr.  J.  Johnson,  it  being  mentioned  that  the  heaviest 
weight  of  fish  for  the  year  being  also  prized  to  Mr.  T. 
Gloster.  The  prizes  next  year  are  to  be  for  articles,  and 
not  money,  and  a  large  prize  US';  was  immediately 
promised,  iVTr.  Wyat,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Nat  Lenden,  Mr. 
Wheeling,  set  of  fireirons  ;  Mr.  J.  Jonee,  Mr.  Chivers, 
Harry  Edwards,  G.  Gloster,  T.  Gloster,  all  offering  prizes 
from  63.  upwards.  The  secretary  mentioned  the  great 
saving  effected  by  the  privilege  tickets,  and  asked  for  new 
members  to  come  into  the  scciety.  It  was  resolved  that 
each  prize  should  te  fished  for  separately.  After  the  usual 
toasts  and  votes  of  thanks,  the  evening  passed  very 
pleasantly  away. 


Longley's  Holiday  Guides  for  1899  are,  if  possible, 
better  than  ever.  Written  from  the  publisher's  actual 
observation,  bountifully  illustrated  (many  with  maps  or 
plans),  and  thoroughly  up  to  date,  they  are,  indeed, 
wonderful  value  for  a  penny,  and  as  George  Augustus 
Sala  (no  mean  authority)  justly  wrote,  notwithstanding 
their  cheapness,  could  scarcely  be  equalled  in  their 
handiness  and  conciseness."  They  are  sixty-seven  in 
number,  and  cover  most  parts  of  the  Three  Kingdoms, 
besides  several  Continental  resorts,  and  a  specimen  copy, 
with  full  list,  will  be  sent  on  receipt  of  three  half=penny 
stamps,  by  Mr.  Longley,  39,  Warwick-lane,  E.G. 


^offings  bp  tfjc  iS^ap. 

This  was  on  the  back  of  the  very  pretty  menu  of  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  A.S.  My  friend,  Harry  Spray, 
"  culled  "  it  from  "  iSTottingham  Bailey  "  : 

Of  all  the  rivers  in  the  land, 

Thee  most  I  love,  fair  Trent, 
For  in  thy  stream  and  by  thy  banks 

My  happiest  hours  I've  spent. 
'Twas  here,  hard  by,  I  first  drew  breath. 

There  hope  to  end  my  days. 
And  everywhere  I'll  tell  till  death. 

My  native  river's  praise. 

0  Shannon  hath  a  wilder  shore, 
And  Thames  a  richer  freight, 

And  silver-linked  Forth  is  banked 

By  more  bironial  state  ; 
Bat  neither  hath  a  purer  wave, 

Nor  deeper,  stiller  stream  ; 
'Tis  quiet  as  a  grassy  grave, 

Or  a  saint's  dying  dream. 

Let  me,  in  sunshine  or  in  storm, 

Still  linger  by  her  side  ; 
I'll  alwajs  look  on  her  with  love. 

And  speak  of  her  with  pride. 
By  rook  and  mead,  and  grove  and  isle. 

She  goes  from  deep  to  deep ; 

1  love  her  in  her  dawning  smile, 
And  in  her  sunset  sleep. 

And  when  she  riseth  with  the  rain, 

And  bringeth  forth  her  flood. 
And  sweeps  up  to  the  high  town's  foot 

Her  spoil  of  field  and  wood, — 
I  love  her  more  than  ever  then. 

For  then  she  hath  her  will ; 
And  over  mounds,  and  herds,  and  men, 

She  bears  the  victory  still. 

May  sijoh  a  calm  trinmpbant  course 

To  sacred  souls  be  given, 
That,  river-like,  though  born  on  earth, 

They  image  only  Heaven  ; 
And  tending  ever  towards  the  light. 

In  this  their  earthly  race. 
Meet,  mixing  with  eternity, 

In  joy,  their  Maker's  face. 


The  Daily  Mail  says:  "  Llanyblodwell  Church  is 
without  an  incumbent,  and  through  some  oversight  no 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  conducting  of  the  service 
at  a  funeral  last  Saturday.  The  mourners  waited  half  an 
hour,  and  then  requested  the  Mayor  and  Town  Clerk  of 
Oswestry,  who  were  present,  to  read  the  service.  Then 
somebody  recollected  seeing  a  strange  clergyman  fishing 
in  the  river,  and  ran  off  to  beg  his  help.  The  rev. 
gentleman  soon  arrived  on  the  scene,  and,  although  not  in 
quite  suitable  attire  for  a  burying,  performed  the  service." 

[May  the  day  be  far  distant  when  I  shall  have  to  run 
about  to  find  someone  to  bury  me  "  dacent "  !  Was  theie 
not  an  epitaph  to  the  following  effect-'  "Sure,  ifT!  live 
till  I  die  (which  I  hope  I  never  shall),  that  I'll  never  te 
buried  in  Whittlesea  Churchyard,  to  be  drowned  all  the 
days  of  my  life." 

Notwithstanding  the  intense  heat  of  the  past  week, 
the  Royal  Aquarium  has  been  kept  delightfully  cool.  This 
is  due  in  part  to  the  construction  of  the  building,  and  for 
the  remainder  to  the  capital  ventilation.  A  continuous 
entertainment  is  kept  going  tbroughont  the  day,  which  for 


all-round  variety  and  general  excellence  it  would  be 
impossible  to  beat.  The  Chess  Congress  con'inues  daily 
in  St.  Stephen's  Hall. 


"  Yk  Olde  Ben  Jontoi,"  in  Shoe-lane,  bssides  being 
noted  as  the  headquarters  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society,  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  the  old  London 
taverns,  i^s  history  being  associated  with  such  m?n  as  Dr. 
Johnson,  Boswell,  Goldsmith,  and  goodness  knows  who 
besides.  The  news  reached  me  the  other  day  that  the  entire 
business  has  now  been  transferred  to  Mr.  L.  Chap'ais,  and  I 
was  pleased  to  hear  it.  No  one  wishes  Mr.  Chaplais  more 
success  than  1  do,  as  during  his  long  connection  with  the  old 
bouse  he  has  proved  himself  a  most  genial  manager,  and 
above  all  a  good  friend  to  anglers,  as  the  Lychnobites  can 
testify.  His  brother,  Mr.  C.  Chaplais,  also  presides  at 
the  Blenheim  Arms,  Netting  Hill,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Elgin  Angling  Society. 


What  a  pity  it  is  that  we  cannot  have  more  than  seven 
days  in  one  week.  Just  imagine  the  advantages  of 
fourteen.  There  would  be  two  Mondays  for  languishing, 
two  Tueslays  for  thinking  about  starting  business,  two 
Wednesdays  for  work,  ci'.to  Thursdays,  two  Fridays  for 
contemplation  and  anticipation  of  the  double  8»rew  on 
Saturdays,  and  two — who  said  anything  about  fishing  ? 
Surely  in  this  age  of  progress  the  dream  is  not  quite 
without  hope  of  realization  y 



"  Trout  Culture  on  the  Itchen  "  forms  an  attrac- 
tive artic'e,  beau*ifa]ly  illustrated,  ia  the  lllu^itrated 
Sporting  and  Dramatic  Neics  of  the  3rd  inst.  Mr. 
Corrie's  fishery,  which  is  described  in  the  article,  has  been 
again  and  again  referred  to  in  these  columns.  It  is  most 
interesting  to  note  that  at  last  the  theory  of  years  seems 
to  have  been  practicilly  put  into  operation,  and  the 
hatching  of  fly  larva;  and  its  transfer  to  foreign  waters  is 
ai  accomplished  fact.  It  would  appear  that  Mr.  Corrie 
has  worked  out  a  method  for  raising  fat  Olive  Duns,  May 
Plies,  &c.,  liteially  by  the  million.  The  value  of  this 
cannot  be  over-rated  ;  given  swarms  of  fly  larvaj,  shrimps, 
snails,  &o.,  and  trout  will  always  multiply  and  pay  for 
stocking.  It  is  on  water  which  is  barren  of  natural  food 
that  money  is  so  often  thrown  away  on  re-stocking  with 
trout,  wle^her  it  hi  two-year-olds,  yearlings,  or  fry. 


With  the  issue  of  No.  1,  the  proprietors  of  The  Penny 
Pictor  ial  Magazme  have  most  certainly  "  gone  one  better." 
The  new  pennyworth  is  full  from  cover  to  cover  with 
bright  and  cleverly  written  articles  exceptionally  well 
illustrated.  "Snapshots  of  celebrate!  people"  form  a 
most  attractive  page ;  "  How  animals  are  traicei  to  do 
tricks  "  is  indeed  an  eye  opsner;  "A  fleetlet  in  being  " 
makes  one  hunger  to  know  the  proprietor  and  the  locale 
of  this  miniature  navy;  "How  I  photographed  Bve'a 
tomb"  is  quite  up-to-date  magazine  work;  "The  language 
of  perfumes  "  is  a  charming  disclosure,  atd  the  other 
"  specials,"  far  too  numerous  to  be  detailed,  contained  in 
the  fifty-six  pages  under  review  are  of  exceptional 
excellence. 


The  adjourned  annual  meeting  [of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next, 
at  8  o'clock.  Subsequent  meetings  during  the  summer  at 
9  o'clock. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  sends  me  a  cutting  from  a  Limerick 
paper,  in  which  is  propounded  a  poser  :  "  When  is  a  trout 
not  a  trout  ?  "  I  have  have  had  this  sort  of  worry  before. 
— "  When  is  a  man  not  a  man  ?  "  "When  he's  a  shaving." 
"  When  is  a  child  not  a  child  "  "  When  it's  (forgive  the 
neutral,  ye  mothers  of  British  boys  and  girls)  a-teething" 
(tea-thing,  see  ?),  and  so  forth,  and  so  on;  but  it  would 
appear  from  the  serious  decision  of  Mr.  Hickson  and  his 
brother  magistrates,  sitting  in  all  solemnity  at  the  Limerick 
Petty  Sessions,  that  a  trout  ceases  ti  te  a  trout  when  it  is 
white  !  or,  in  other  words,  when  it's  a  sea-trout.  Certainly ! 
Why  not  ? 


Seriously  speaking,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  I  believe 
that  migratory  salwonida3  come  ucdsr  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act,  and  therefore — though  still 
remaining  trout  from  Dame  Nature's  point  of  view — are 
actually  salmon  when  viewed  in  a  legal  aspect.  It  did  rot 
require  a  Hibernian  decision  to  make  eviJent  the  fact  that 
the  law  still  continues  "  a  bass."  Here  is  the  report 
referred  to : 

"  Mr.  Hickson  and  his  brother  maiistratea  were  engaged 
at  to-day's  Petty  Sessions  in  deciding  the  momentous 
question,  '  When  is  a  trout  not  a  trout  ?  '  The  answer, 
as  settled  for  them  by  that  great  authority  on  Natural 
History,  an  Act  of  Parliament,  was,  '  When  it's  a  sea 
trout.'  This  valuable  information  was  conveyed  through 
the  medium  of  a  prosecution  instituted  by  the  Fishery 
Conservators  against  Mr.  Michael  O'Shaughnessy,  who 
apparently  laboured  under  the  mistaken  impression  that  a 
trout  is  always  a  trout  and  not  a  salmon.  'The  5  A  6  Vict, 
c.  101),  and  half  a  dozen  other  acts  quoted  by  Mr.  Connihan, 
solicitor,  conclusively  proved  that  there  was  a  esse  in  which 
a  trout  was  not  a  front.  A  brown  trout  is  a  trout, 
undeniably;  but  a  white  tea  trout  is  not  a  trout, 
tut  a  salmon.  The  magistrates  thought  that  Mr, 
O'Shaughnessy's  mistake  that  a  trout  was  always  a  trout 
was  an  excusable  one,  and  that  if  he  went  fishing  for  trout 
it  was  reas:nabl9  that  he  should  assume  a  sea  trout  was  a 
trout.  By  Act  of  Parliament,  of  course,  a  sea  trout  is  a 
species  of  salmon,  and  the  angler  requires  a  silmon  license 
to  fish  for  it,  and,  by  virtue  of  this  doctrine,  Mr.  Connihan 
pressed  for  the  minimum  penalty  of  double  the  amount  of 
a  salmon  license.  The  bench,  who  had  no  doubt  profited 
with  the  defendant  by  the  information  that  a  trout  might 
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n)t  be  a  trout,  dismissed  the  case  without  prejudice.  It  is 
stated  that  the  proseoators,  shockei  by  this  flouting  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  will  appeal." 



On  Thursday,  June  1,  the  remains  of  the  late  lamented 
Mr.  B.  Foreman,  formerly  chairman  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  were  laid  to  rest  iu  Brompton  Cemetery.  The 
attendance  was  very  larjje,  comprising  not  only  the 
relatives  and  personal  fii^nds  of  the  family,  but  the 
employees  of  the  tirm  of  which  he  was  the  head,  together 
with  their  wives  and  families,  who  came  to  show  the  last 
respect  they  could  to  their  excellent  and  kind  employer. 
Several  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  were  present, 
including  Mr.  O'Dowd  and  Dr.  Cnaks,  who  came  from 
Margate  to  attend  the  funeral.  There  were  also  present 
Mr.  Brown,  of  the  Brompton  A.S  ,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore,  who  attended  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion, by  special  request. 

 >  »  »  »  <  

The  coars3  fishing  in  the  river  Stour,  at  Grove  Perry, 
under  the  care  of  the  Canterbury  Preservation  Society, 
will  open  on  16th  inst.  The  river  keeper  (Mr.  J.  Kirby) 
reports  that  immense  quantities  of  roach,  &o.,  have  been 
noticed  on  the  spawning  beds,  in  larger  numbers  than  have 
been  seen  for  many  years,  and  have  fafely  returned  to  the 
deeps,  there  being  every  pvopsect  of  an  exceptionally  good 
season.  One  member,  during  the  winter  months,  captured 
12"  pike,  all  of  fair  size. 

 >♦♦■»<  

It  i3  not  often  that  fifty  tench  weigh  Icwt.,  yet  this 
number  and  weight  were  sent  away  from  the  Manor 
Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire,  this  week,  and  safely 
reached  their  destination.  Mr.  Ford  also  recently  took 
from  one  of  his  ponds  six  carp,  of  only  four  years  old,  thit 
weighed  481b,  He  has  probably  the  largest  Loch  Lsven 
trout  in  the  British  Isles.  They  are  monsters  of  121b.  to 
IGlb.,  and  about  a  yard  in  length.  Mr.  Ford  has  had  a 
record  season. 

 >♦«■»<  

The  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs 
announce  a  roving  angling  competion,  to  tike  place  in  the 
Central's  fishery,  at  Pulborcugh,  on  June  18,  for  the 
Walter  Emden  20-guinea  cup,  the  vice-president's  5-guinea 
cup,  and  several  other  valuable  prizes.  Additional  prizes 
will  be  thankfully  received.  Complete  list  of  prizes  and 
conditions  of  match  will  be  distributed  on  the  morning. 
Tickets  to  be  stamped  and  weighing  of  fish  will  tike  place 
at  the  Arun  Hotel.  Tickets,  Is.  each,  to  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  (chairman),  13,  Holywell-row,  E.C.  ; 
Mr.  Eldridge,  "Rose  and  Crown,"  Goswell-road ;  or  of 
the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  6,  Priter-roacI,  London.  S.E. 


The  particulars  of  the  capture  of  a  large  trout  from  the 
Thames  are  not  to  hand,  but  the  fish  is  said  to  weigh 
171b.  3oz.,  and  was  taken  at  Ridcot !    We  shall  see  ! 


It  is  not  often  that  the  Daily  Mail  spreads  itself 
prematurely.  The  angling  dovecotes  were  flattered  on  the 
5th  inst.  by  the  mighty  voice  of  the  Harmaworth  ha'porth 
proclaiming  to  the  world  that  a  regiment  of  loO  or  170 
men  went  forth  on  the  previous  Sunday  to  kill  fish. 
"Angling  Trippers,"  is  a  capital  lift  to  our  geniil  and 
deserving  friend  Eldridge,  of  110  miles  for  23.  6d.  renown  ; 
but  had  it  not  better  have  been  pigeon-holed  until  after 
the  16th  inst.  ?  The  Mundella  Act  surely  applies  to  the 
Arun,    Here  is  the  report ; 

 >»♦♦<  

"Angling  Trippers,  Sunday  Morning  Scene  at 
Londoa  Bridge,  London  Bridge  stition  was  the  scene  of 
a  strangely  interesting  gathering  and  departure  in  the 
early  hours  of  yesterday.  In  the  main  hall  of  the  famous 
terminus  there  assembled  a  company  of  men  whose  looks 
denoted  an  errand  of  grave  issue.  From  the  north  they 
came,  and  from  the  south,  possibly  from  the  cast  also,  and 
from  the  west.  Over  London  Bridge  they  strode  with 
swinging  step,  for  there  was  no  traffic  at  that  hour  and  no 
croEB-current  of  humanity  to  bar  their  way.  Up  High- 
street,  Borough,  they  swept  on  the  wings  of  the  morniog. 
In  twos  and  threes  they  appeared  in  rapid  succession 
between  twenty  minutes  to  seven  and  five  minutes  off 
seven  o'clock,  and  when  the  last  man  to  bustle  on  to  the 
platform  had  arrived  there  was  a  regiment  of  150  or  170 
men,  who,  it  was  plain  to  see,  were  going  forth  to  kill. 
Each  man  carried  over  his  shoulder  a  weapon  of  death, 
neither  rifle  nor  blade,  and  each  in  tin  can  of  curious 
shape  his  ammunition  for  the  day.  The  more  sanguine 
had  empty  baskets  slung  about  them,  with  a  slit  in  the 
lid,  and  spoke  airily  of  the  dead  these  baskets  would  hold 
before  night.  During  the  few  minutes  before  the  train 
started  eager  men  tested  their  weapons  to  see  that  all  was 
well.  Prom  long  canvas  coverings  they  slipped  lengths  of 
slender  cane,  with  which  they  swiehed  at  the  air.  Satisfied 
tliat  the  canes  would  stand  some  expected  strain,  they  tied 
them  up  again,  and  then  busied  themselves  with  reels  of 
gut  and  Bpider  twine,  which  they  took  from  their  pockets. 
)  »  »  *  <  

"  Ev'KN  at  seven  o'clock  the  morning  was  warm,  and  some 
of  these  early  risers  wiped  their  brows  after  their  exertions, 
and  talked  in  snatches  of  the  grim  business  of  (he  day. 
'  It  will  bo  warm  when  we  get  there,'  said  one,  '  but  we'll 
catch  them  nicely  in  the  shade.'  '  Well,  I  hope  to  have  a 
few  myself,'  replied  another,  'and  eat  'em,  too.'  To 
capture  and  devour  was  the  desire  of  those  150  men. 
And  while  London  still  vainly  strove  to  shut  out  the 
morning  sun,  while  milkmen  were  a-yodeling  in  the 
Borough,  and  the  hot-roll  merchants  were  creeping  from 
their  lairs,  those  150  men  steamed  out  of  London  on 
Sunday  angling  bent.  They  were  having  half  a  crown's 
worth  each— a  hundred  and  some  odd  miles  there  and  back 


by  rail,  and  nine  and  a  half  hours  to  prowl  about  at  the 
other  end.  They  were  bound  for  Pulborough  and 
Amberley,  on  the  Arun,  in  Sussex,  and  they  hoped  to 
capture  anything  from  perch  and  roach  to  grayling. 


"  Every  Sunday  in  summer  they  go  forth  to  fish  the 
waters  of  the  south,  or  to  nod  in  the  sunshine  by  the  river's 
brim.  In  August  they  number  sometimes  500  or  600,  and 
some  of  them  go  on  Saturday  night  and  stay  until  Monday 
morning.  They  are  anglers  of  the  most  pronounced  and 
most  amiable  type,  and  they  exert  themselves  in  this 
manner  every  week-end,  month  after  month,  in  scorching 
sunshine  or  soaking  rain,  simply  for  fun.  They  have  been 
doing  it  for  years,  and,  being  anglers,  will  probably  never 
lose  their  curious  habit."    [Dear  !  dear  !  ] 


'The  fourteenth  annual  dinner  of  the  New  Albion  Pisca- 
torial Society  was  held  at  Bridge  House  Hotel  on  June  8, 
when  Mr.  Selwyn  J.  Willie,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  J.  Bailey, 
M.P.,  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening.  W,  F.  Grimmett 
very  ably  responded,  Mr.  Joseph  Wood  presided.  The 
preservation  and  angling  societies  were  toasted  with 
enthusiasm,  and  a  great  future  was  prophesied  for  the 
club,  the  members  of  which  were  reported  to  have  caught 
a  record  number  of  big  fish.  This  up-to-date  club  numbers 
nearly  one  hundred. 

>  »  »  ♦  <  

A  CORRESPONDENT,  at  present  on  a  visit  to  Llanymy- 
nech,  writes  :  "  This  pretty  neighbourhood  is  now  seen  at 
its  best,  as,  in  addition  to  the  chesnut  trees,  which  are  now 
at  their  best,  the  white  and  purple  lilacs  are  in  full  bloom, 
the  laburnum  is  showing  a  wealth  of  bright  yellow  blossom, 
and  the  hawthorn — red  and  white — will  in  a  few  days 
arrive  at  perfection.  At  this  season  of  the  year  a  more 
delightful  stroll  could  not  possibly  be  enjoyed  than  a  walk 
up  the  north  side  of  the  river  Vymwy,  from  the  bridge  at 
Llanymynech  to  the  aqueduct  at  Newbridge,  on  the  road 
to  Llansantffraid,  as  the  whole  of  these  fields  are  fall  of 
beautiful  hawthorn,  nearly  all  now  in  full  bloom." 

The  following  account  of  a  peg-down  fishing  match  is 
from  the  Toronto  Evening  Neius,  dated  May  1  :  "  One  of 
the  greatest  events  in  modern  piscatory  annals  took  place 
on  Saturday  afternoon  at  Center  Island,  when  the  first  peg- 
down  fishing  match  in  Canada  took  place  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Toronto  Rod  and  Gun  Club.  The  scene 
was  the  entrance  to  the  Long  Pond.  The  shores  of 
historical  Mugs'  Landing  were  visible  in  the  distance  on 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other  could  be  seen  the  bridge  with 
the  Alpine  ramp,  which  is  one  of  Aid.  Hallam's  "  foot- 
prints in  the  sands  of  time."  The  voices  of  the  Australian 
swans,  whose  detention  by  the  Customs  Ciused  an  inter- 
national difficulty  between  the  said  alderman  and  the 
Dominion  authorities,  lent  their  glories  to  the  surrounding 
beauties.  It  wa  s  a  great  match.  The  fish  heard  of  it  in  the 
morning  from  some  corporation  labourers  who  were  out  of 
the  foreman's  sight  on  a  dock  smoking  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
cents  an  hour.  Thereupon  the  fish  gathered  up  their 
household  goods  and  emigrated  to  Ashbridge's  Bay.  The 
corporation  labourers  saw  them  go,  and  grinned,  and 
when  the  members  of  the  club  arrived  later  and  took  up 
their  allotted  stations  the  enterprising  patrons  of  the 
public  taxes  proceeded  to  haul  a  mud  scow  along  the  front 
of  the  fishing  station.  Then  the  fishermen  rose  in  wrath 
and  went  away  to  another  spot. 


"  Here  once  again  they  lined  out  and  took  up  positions. 
The  rules  of  the  sport  were  that  each  man  must  finish  with 
the  boundaries  of  his  station  on  the  shore,  but  there  was 
no  limit  to  the  length  of  his  rod  or  line,  or  quantity  of 
bait.  Only  one  hook  per  man  allowed.  Secretary  Page 
started  the  match.  '  Are  you  ready  ? '  he  yelled.  '  We 
are,'  replied  the  members.  '  Then  let  her  rip  ! '  shouted 
the  secretary.  Fifteen  lines  ripped  the  the  surface  of 
the  lake,  and  fifteen  pairs  of  eyes  watched  fifteen  floats 
bobbing  about  in  the  water.  The  sun  shone  peacefully  on 
the  Hallam  monument,  and  all  was  calm  and  still  for  a 
time.  There  came  a  yell  from  the  extreme  left,  and  Bro. 
Pearsall  was  seen  working  vigorously  as  lie  manned  the 
capstan  of  his  rod.  After  an  interval  of  excitement  he 
landed  a  cat-fish  about  four  inches  long.  Then  Bro. 
Domelle  gave  a  shout  which  widened  the  break  of  day,  and 
flicked  a  gasping  perch  from  the  water  with  mnch  grace 
and  sang  froid. 

 >»♦♦<  

"All  this  roused  Brother  Ellis  to  action.  He  had 
been  sitting  in  a  box  with  a  rail  across  it,  but  for  once  this 
well-known  devic3  had  failed  to  bring  him  luck.  He  got 
out  of  his  box,  got  into  a  canoe,  and,  heaving  up  a  flock  of 
fish  with  his  f  addle,  proceeded  to  drive  them  over  to  his 
fishing  station.  He  succeeded  in  this,  but  the  unforeseen 
intervened.  Another  member  got  into  Mr.  Ellis's  boxand 
took  up  his  rod  and  line.  Just  as  the  fish  came  within 
sight  of  the  bait  the  angler  in  the  box  saw  them.  He  was 
so  filled  with  admiration  of  Brother  Ellis's  ingeniousness 
that  he  lost  his  balance  and  fell  out  of  the  box.  This 
frightened  the  fish,  which  broke  and  scattered  in  all  direc- 
tions. One  of  them  took  along  the  shore,  and  as  it  passed 
Vice-President  Howarth  the  latter  saw  it.  With  a  quick 
and  adroit  movement  he  hooked,  but  the  speed  of  the  fish 
was  too  great  and  it  got  away.    It  was  a  big  fish. 


"  Bdt  it  was  not  the  big  fish  of  the  day.  That  one  got 
away,  too,  after  giving  Brother  Morgan  an  awful  time. 
Having  caught  two  perch  he  felt  he  was  away  in  the  lead, 
and  crossed  to  the  other  side  of  the  pond.  He  was  fishing 
away  with  great  energy  and  vigour  when  he  felt  a  jerk 
which  almost  pulled  the  boat  from  which  he  was  fishing 
under  the  water.  He  struck  hard  and  played  out  the  line ; 


there  was  a  rush  and  swirl,  and  a  huge  pike  rose  out  of  the 
eddies  caused  by  its  tail,  and  then  shot  under.  Brother 
Morgan  felt  that  this  pike  was  3ft.  Oin.  long.  He  played 
with  the  fith,  and  the  fish  played  with  him,  and  again  it 
rose  to  the  surface.  Brother  Morgan  saw  half  of  it  out  of 
water.  He  declared  it  was  'l>'t.  long.  It  dived  aud  darted 
and  plunged  and  cime  to  the  top  again.  This  time  the 
angler  saw  all  but  its  tail.  He  vowed  it  was  4ft.  6in.  long. 


"  And  then  the  creature  went  through  its  final 
manoeuvre.  It  turned  a  double-backfsomersault,  swallowed 
itself,  turned  itself  inside  out  and  spit  itself  up  again.  By 
this  simple  trick  it  disengaged  itselt  from  the  hook.  Then 
it  came  to  the  surface,  and  Brother  Morgan  siw  its  full 
length.  He  declared  it  was  5ft.  long.  It  turned  over  on 
its  back,  fanned  itself  with  its  fins,  rolled  over  and  winked 
at  Brother  Morgan.  '  If  I  had  caught  you  I  would  hold  a 
greater  empire  than  has  been,' said  the  fisherman.  And 
the  pike  beat  twice  on  the  water  with  his  tail,  and  swam 
away  into  the  red  eye  of  the  s-tting  sun.  As  Brother 
Morgan  saw  him  go,  he  was  quite  positive  that  the  fish 
looked  Oft.  long.  And  he  reeled  up  his  line  and  declared 
that  his  enthusiasm  had  gone  from  him.  The  history  of 
that  fish  and  its  marked  length  will  be  preserved  in  the 
archives  of  the  club." 

The  "  Angler's  Record  "  (No,  23)  is  to  hand,  and  right 
worthily  does  it  sustain  its  reputation.  Amongst  the  good 
things  it  contains  is  an  article  on  barbel  fishing,  from 
Messrs,  Hardy  Brothers'  catalogue  ;  "  An  Angling  Tour 
in  Norway,"  by  W,  A.  Cummins  ;  a  lot  of  chatty  news 
connected  with  the  Leed)  clubs,  &o.  In  answer  to  several 
correspondents,  the  "Anglers'  Record"  will  be  sent  post 
free  for  Is.  on  application  to  Mr.  F_A.  Redding,  publisher, 
Wellington-road,  Leeds. 


I  HEAR  from  a  Deal  friend  that  six  days  ago  a  certain 
well-known  sea  fisherman  took  his  annual  dip,  "since 
which  time  only  two  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  pier  ! ' 
Was  the  gentleman's  name  Squid  ? 

 >  <  

The  exoursioDB  to  Pulborough  and  Amberley,  engineered 
by  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge,  are  now  in  full  swing,  leaving 
London  Bridge  station  at  the  usual  time.  Mr.  Eldridge 
always  has  a  monster  competition  once  a  year,  and  it  will 
take  place  on  July  2.  Entrance  fee  6d.,  added  to  the 
prizes.  Full  particulars  on  application  to  Mr.  Eldridge, 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road,  E.C. 


A  SPLENDID  specimen  of  the  South  African  eagle  was 
shot  on  Tuesday  afternoon  at  Warren  Farm  Paddock, 
Suffolk,  by  Mr.  James  Harris,  of  the  Sausage  Grill 
Restaurant,  St.  John-street-road,  Islington,  while  shooting 
with  some  gentlemen.  The  bird  was  in  excellent'  con- 
dition, and  measured,  from  tip  of  tail  to  end  of  its  beak, 
4ft.  2Jin.  in  length.  Last  week  the  capture  of  a  double- 
headed  bream  was  announced  by  this  skilful  Nim-rod. 
("Nim"  stands  for  "gun,"  and  "rod" — well,  for 
"  rod.")  I  must  certainly  try  and  get  half  a  day  off  to 
accompany  Mr.  Harris,  in  the  hope  of  securing  a  few  more 
curiosities  to  fill  up  my  menagerie. 


A  RECENT  visit  to  Brandon  naturally  found  me  on  the 
banks  of  the  Little  Oase.  In  company  with  Mr.  Eels, 
of  Newmarket,  we  were  "  towed  "  up  the  stream  (too 
hot  to  row),  and  saw  countless  thousands  of  fish  only 
waiting  the  16th  inst.  I  may  say  that  there  is  no  close 
time  on  this  river,  but  Mr.  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Hotel, 
does  his  level  best  to  cater  for  anglers  daring  the  legiti- 
mate season.  I  saw  a  nice  chub  of  Silb.,  and  a  dace  of 
lOoz.  taken  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Mathews. 


I  MAY  mention  that  the  dining  car  is  a  great  boon.  A 
fellow  who  has  to  leave  home  before  his  appetite  for 
breakfast  comes  round  can  have  a  nice  little  "snack"  en 
route.  The  attendant  and  conductor  on  this  Sunday 
morning  train  do  their  work  admirably,  and  it  is  a  big 
feather  in  the  cap  of  the  G.E.E.  for  thus  catering  for  their 
numerous  passengers. 

There  is  no  necessity  to  remind  London  or  any  other 
coarse  fish  anglers  that  before  another  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  appears  the  season  will  be  open.  A  list  of  stations 
to  which  privilege  tickets  are  issued  by  the  various  railway 
companies  is  given,  and  next  week  it  is  intended  to 
commence  a  series  of  short  articles  on  the  fishing  to  be 
obtained. 

 >  »»♦ <  

The  Gresham  A.S.  will  have  "  Straw  Hat"  (of  Epsom) 
on  Tuesday  next,  when  he  will  deliver  his  lantern  lecture 
on  "  The  Thames."  This  will  be  a  treat  for  thcs3  who 
have  not  heard  it,  and  those  who  have  will  go  again.  His 
songs  (especially  the  one  which  sends  you  all  to  sleep)  are 
very  funny.  Instruction  as  well  as  amusement  will  be 
doled  out  on  Tuesday.  All  are  welcome ;  come  at  8  30 
sharp,  to  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Masons'-avenue,  Basing- 
hall-street.  City,  and  you  will  meet  as  jolly  a  lot  of  bond 
fide  anglers  as  are  to  be  met  with. 

-     >  »  »  »<  

In  another  part  of  the  paper  will  be  found  a  short 
account  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  annual  dinner.  I 
journeyedjto  the  Lace  Town  on  Monday,  and  was  feted, 
feasted,  and  treated — well,  like  a  lord.  1  was  very  ill,  and 
Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  Harry  Spray,  and  other  good  boys  (not 
forgetting  Mr.  Henry,  of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery)  did 
their  level  best  to  get  me  to  the  banquet.  I  must  wait 
till  next  week  for  a  full  description  of  my  Nottingham 
visit.  Dragnet. 
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NO   MORE   BULKY   FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches,  Widtli  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Oasts, 
Flies,  and  Uooks,  anil,  though  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room 
in  the  pocket,  and,  having  turned  down 
leather  flaps,  always  l^eeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size,  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers,  or 

Lord  Street,  PRESTON. 

AI.I,COCK  &  CO.,  BEBBITCH. 


CLOSED. 

WILLIAM  BIRKET, 

Wholesale  Ag^ents  :  S. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

33  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illiistrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
tiie  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  lUustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.  G.  G."  in  every  isaue. 

Dlustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

TFE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friendp  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PKICE  3d,,  by  Post  3id. 

May  bo  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Bailway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  WTCSTlvrrNSTER  GAZETTE  Offirpr  TUDOR  ST..  E.O, 


BENETFINK 


8c 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Retiuisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS. 

3vds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1-  each,  10  -  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted  -  -  from  2/5 
HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish  

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  .      -      -  - 

Lar^e  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  Tsoz. 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  10ft., 

and  lOift.  

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  - 
Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops 
Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  E^ittings,  2  Tops  - 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C; 


12/6 
7/- 
5/6 
9  6 

25'- 


21/- 
21- 
21- 
21- 


HOW  SEADT. 

The 


NINETEENTH  CENTURY. 

A  MONTHLY  REVIEW. 

Edited  by  JAMES  KNOWLES. 
(:N"o.  268.) 
JTT^^;,  1888 


r.  The  Cry  of  the  Vi'.lages.  By  the  Bev.  Dr. 
JeBsopp. 

II.  Parnell  and  Ireland.    By  the  Bight  Hon. 
Leonard  Courtney,  M  P. 

III.  The    Prespnt  Position  of    the  Friendly 

Societies.   By  H.  V.  Toynbee. 

IV.  An   Imperial  Tele^aph  System.     By  J. 

Henniker  Heaton,  M.P. 
V.  Woman  as  an  A'.hlefe:  a  Bejoinder.  By 
Dr.  Arabella  Kenealy. 
VI.  Shakespeare  in  France.   By  Sidney  Lee. 
VII.  BeneBcent    O  rms.      By  Dr.  Henry  S 
Gabbett. 

VIII.  The  Def^line  of  the  Art  of  Singing.  By 
Bicbard  Davey. 
IX.  Catholic    Anol'getica:     a    Beply.  By 

Wilfrid  Ward. 
X.  The  Gold  Diggings  at  Bathurat  in  IS.'Jl. 

By  Mrs.  Huxley. 
XI.  The  D^oay  in  oar  Salmon  Fisheries  and 
its  Bemedy.    By  Dr.  Hely  Hutchinson 
Almui-d. 

XII.  Jaicism  :  a  Chat  with  Baja  Sivaprasad 

By  Ernest  M.  Bowden. 
ZIII.  Sea-power  and  Sea-carriage.    By  Benja 
min  Taylor. 

ZIV.  Some   Notes    from    Washington.  By 

Bichard  Weightman. 
XV.  Erastiftr.ism.       By    the   Bsv.    Dr.  J, 

Llewelyn  Davies. 
XVL  Thi    Falling  ofT    In     the    Quantity  and 

Quality  ot  ihe  Clergy.    By  the  Bev. 

Anthony  C.  Deane. 


Order  Tbbousb  akt  Booksbllkb. 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  Co  ,Ltcl. 
St.  Dnngtan'g  Hoiue,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


AN8LERS,  NOTE 

Do  all  possible  to  insure  prompt 
delivery  of  fish  ssnt  to  friends 
by  using 

ROWLAND  &  HARRISON'S 

Novel  Address  Labels. 

A  book  of  15.  same  colour,  size, 
and  shape  as  trout,  post  free  for 
7d.  stamps,  sent 

J.  L.  BULLCOCK, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER, 
CCjITHEROE,  LANCASHIRE. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouss,  &c., 

SHOULD  ADVEHTISK  IX 

THE  CAMBRIDSE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market^Hill,  Cambridge. 


Anglers  wisliing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Dei-byshii-e  Streams, 

SHOULD  AIIVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL, 

Cluinjes  very  Modci  ale. 
Address:  King  Street,  Alfreton, 


Anglers  wisliing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

Fo.'  Fishing  ia  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IS 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afiernoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  '  advts.,  20  words  for  Is.  prepiid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemoutb, 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Pishing  the  Dove  &  Iziak  Walton  Country, 

SHOULD  ADVEUTLSE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wuiiteil  A'Ms.,  IS  ii:orils,r,d. :  30  ironls,  1.<..  prtpaid- 
Address :  News^Ofifce,  Ashbourne. 


TO  FISH   IN  IRELAND. 

By  HI  REQAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


sixth  Edition.    Crown  8vo.,  3s.  ed. 


London 


SAMPSON    LOW,   MARSTON  and  COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


HOW 

TO 

GET 

STRONG 

AND 
HOW 

TO  STAY  SO 

By  W.  BLAIKIE. 

500  Pages,  Fully  Illustrated,  Clot 
Extra,  sent  Post  Free, 

FOR 
SIX 

SHILLINGS 


The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  says  of 

this  Book  :— 
"  This  is  a  most  useful  hoot,  because 
it  dtals  practicaUy  and  soundly  wim  the 
one  thin?  that  is"  of  vital  importance  to 

everybody — physical  titness  

If  a  man  cannot  get  strong  and  liealthy 
after  reading  Mr.  Blaikie,  he  or  his  con- 
stitution, does  not  deserve  it." 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstin'g  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  at  Monday's  meeting 
(Mr.  E.  McFee  in  the  chair),  and  members  bad  the 
pleasure  of  admiiiag  a  Tery  handsome  Thames  trout  of 
61h.  12oz.,  taken  by  Mr.  j.  B.  Evans.  The  fortunate 
captor,  in  responding  for  the  toast  of  the  succefsful  angler, 
mentioned  that  the  fish  took  a  tiny  bleak,  tha  size  of  a 
minnow,  and  gave  most  excellent  sport.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnedorf  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  who,  with  Major 
Graham  Gordon  and  Mr.  H.  Harden,  had  nade  a  fishing 
excursion  to  Lough  Derg,  gave  a  (graphic  account  of  their 
Irish  trip.  They  explained  the  mtthod  of  dapping 
followed  on  the  lake,  and  gave  most  valuable  informatitm 
to  intending  visitors  there.  Considering  that  the  four 
Piscatorials  had  rain  and  hail  nearly  every  day  they  were 
out,  and  that  they  were  too  early  for  the  May  Fly,  they 
had  good  sport  amongst  trout,  the  heaviest  fish  taken 
being  one  of  41b.  8oz.  The  scenery  was  said  to  be  lovely, 
the  country  delightful,  the  fishing  excellent,  and  the  hotel 
charges  most  moderate.  The  May  Fly  was  reported  to 
have  been  up  on  the  Kennet,  but  trout  had  not  been 
taking  them  freely  on  the  society's  waters  at  Newbury. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had  a  big  fish  on,  but  failed  to  land  it ; 
Mr.  C.  Stallibrass  had  a  fair  trout,  and  on  adjoini- g 
private  water  Mr.  Frank  Ward  creeled  a  brace  and  a  half, 
the  largest  going  21b.  Dr.  Patterson  stated  that  he  had 
had  the  unique  experience  of  catching  trout  with  the  May 
Fly  when  there  was  no  fly  up,  and  of  being  unable  to  rise 
a  fish  when  the  fly  was  coming  down.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown 
had  six  brace  of  trout  from  the  Lambourne,  and  one  of 
21b.  12oz.  from  other  . water,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had 
several  brace  (also  from  the  Lambourne)  over  the  B  ze 
limit.  Mr;  R.  C.  Blundell,  at  Uxbridge,  took  a  brace  of 
fish  (returned),  and  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  hooked  and 
lost  a  very  large  fish  in  the  same  water.  It  was  mentioned 
that  chub  atid  dace  were  taking  the  fly  well,  and,  as 
coarse  fishing  opecB  on  Friday  next,  the  ICth  inst  ,  the 
outlook  is  most  favourable  and  promising  on  the  society's 
water  there.  •  M.  G.  B.  pe  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Wednesday,  June  7,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  E  H. 
Biamley  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Lane  gave  tome  interesting 
experiences  from  Walton,  where  he  had  seen  large 
quantities  of  garfish  and  a  large  skate  about  5ft.  long. 
The  water  was  rather  clear  for  good  sport,  but  a  few 
smelts  were  taken.  Mr.  Bates  stated  that  he  had  lean 
fishing  at  Torquay,  but  had  not  had  great  sport,  which  he 
attributed  to  the  use  of  long  hauling  lines,  over  two  to 
three  hundred  fathoms  in  length,  and  from  eight  to  ten 
fathoms  in  depth.  Mr.  Parker  reported  good  sport  from 
the  Royal  Sovereign  Rocks  off  Eastbourne,  taking  plenty 
of  poutirg  up  to  21b.  in  weight.  Mr.  Wood  reported 
fishing  oS  the  Five  Mile  Rough  at  Southwick,  taking  plenty 
of  pou'ing  and  a  sea  brpam  of  2|lb.,  and  further  reported 
that  the  local  fishermen  had  been  taking  up  to  fifty  sea 
bream  per  day  up  to  41b.  weight.  He  further  reportfd 
that  a  linesman  fisbing  at  the  entrance  of  ti  e  harbour  took 
on  a  small  hook  a  171b.  bass  on  soft  crab  bait.  Further, 
he  reported  that  the  Sussex  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  had 
giv«n  the  netsmen  two  years  for  use  of  present  nets  wiih- 
out  restriction  of  mesh,  and  therefore  our  members  would 
be  able  io  future  to  obtain  living  sandeels  for  hair,  the 
lure  so  greatly  advocated  by  our  veteran,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilcocks,  who  also  spoke  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Linfoot 
asked  for  information  regarding  August  fishing  in  the 
Channel  Islands,  and  received  information  from  Mr. 
Wilcocks,  who  highly  recommended  Ferguson,  of  the  fish 
market,  St.  Peter's  Port,  Guernsey,  as  a  reliable  man 
from  whom  to  obtain  local  information.  Mr.  Parker 
showed  a  chart  of  the  coast  near  the  Sovereign  Rooks,  and 
explained  the  best  method  of  determining  one's  position 
by  the  chart.  In  reply  to  a  query  from  Mr.  Lane,  Mr. 
Wilcocks  explained  the  best  method  of  taking  garfish,  or, 
as  they  are  commonly  called,  long  noses.  Speaking  of  sea 
bream  fishing,  the  hon.  sec.  said  how  gratified  be  was  to 
hear  that  these  fish  were  again  being  taken  in  quantities 
off  Southwick,  and  pointed  out  that  the  best  lu  cess  was 
to  be  obtained  by  the  u?e  of  long  snoods  of  at  least  4ft.  or 
5ft.  in  length.  Mr.  Minohin  spoke  in  praise  of  the  good 
sport  now  to  be  obtained  at  Dungenees;  members  should 
book  to  Lydd,  and  notice  should  be  given  to  Tom  Mills. 
He  also  spoke  as  to  the  necessity  of  using  wire  lines, 
owing  to  the  heavy  tides.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patter.son  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

At  the  committee  and  ordinary  meetings  of  this  society, 
held  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Mason's  -  avenue, 
Coleman-street,  E  C,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  W.  Marshall 
occupied  the  chair.  There  was  not  a  particularly  large 
attendance,  so  many  members  having  taken  advantage  of 
the  May  Fly  season  to  have  a  few  days'  fishing.  Reports 
from  various  districts  showed  that  the  May  Fly  was  still 
"  up,"  and  providing  opportunities  for  good  sport  with  the 
trout.  Still,  the  May  Fly  is  not  so  great  a  favourite  with 
all  anglers,  even  during  a  very  heavy  rise,  as  many  remain 
faithful  to  the  smallt-r  flies,  such  as  the  Yellow  Dun  and 
the  Alder,  and  claim  to  do  equally  well,  arid,  in  some 
cases,  infinitely  better  with  these  flies.  The  society's 
water  at  Che.-ham  is  still  yielding  goi  d  trout,  Mr.  Wright 
taking  a  nice  fish  of  13in.  ;  Mr.  Budgen,  several  good 
trout;  Mr.  Eldred,  three,  two  of  which  were  returned. 
Mr.  Lund  hi  cured  three  brace,  but  unfortunately  f(,und 
them  to  bn  just  under  the  standard,  so  they  were  returned 
for  impr.vem-nt.  Mr.  Connellan  also  had  Bomea  mall  trnut, 
and  Ir  Tn  Hertford  three  trout  with  the  May  Fly,  besi'les 
some  dace.    Mr.  Emery  had  some  fair  sport  with  the  May 


Ply,  including  a  couple  of  fine  dace  (returned,  of  course). 
Messrs.  Close  and  Woodruff  some  fine  trout  from  the 
Kennet.  Mr.  Hesse  good  sp"rt  on  the  Roding,  taking 
some  very  fine  chub  with  the  fly,  all  returned.  Mr. 
Parker  had  been  away  sea  fishing  at  Eastbourne,  and  did 
fairly  well,  considering  the  time  of  year,  with  pouting,  flat 
fish,  and  ling.  F'at  fish  have  been  taken  up  to  lib. 
weight  at  Southend  and  Leigh,  but  they  were  not  found 
to  I  e  in  good  condition.  A  telegram  was  read  from  two 
members  fishing  at  Loch  Leven,  but  they  only  captured 
some  Clb.  or  71b.  of  trout,  the  weather  m  t  being  favour- 
able. Three  gentlemen  were  nominatpd  for  membership. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  terminated  the  meeting. 
On  Tuesday  next,  the  13th,  Mr.  J.  Jeffrey  will  read  a 
paper  entitled  "  The  Thames,"  illustrated  by  the  lantern. 
There  will  be  several  songs,  too,  rendered  by  Mr.  Jeffrey 
and  his  son,  and  we  look  forward  to  a  very  entertaining 
and  instructive  evening.  Members  are  requested  to  bring 
their  friends,  and  others  who  do  nnt  happen  to  be  friends 
of  the  members  will  be  welcome  all  the  same. 

Hon.  Skc. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  adjourned  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bed- 
ford Head  Hotel,  IV aiden-lane,  W.C.,  on  Monday  last, 
with  a  crowded  attendance  of  delegates  to  support  the 
chairman,  Mr.  Medcalf,  and  the  vice-chairman,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore.  Several  impoitint  letters  were  read  concerning 
railway  mattere,  and  referred  to  the  committee.  The 
secretary  reported  the  past  season's  working  of  the  asso- 
ciation had  been  the  most  satisfactory  of  any,  and  the  issue 
of  tickets  the  largest  on  recoid.  The  private  waters, 
rented  for  the  exclusive  usi  of  members,  had  yielded 
exceptionally  good  sp  irt,  and  the  fifteen  miles  of  fishing, 
without  exception  the  best  1 1  be  found  within  sixty  miles, 
had  again  been  rented.  Receipts  for  same  were  laid  on 
the  table  for  inspection,  it  being  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  delegates  present  that  the  members  had  received  good 
value  for  their  subscripti  ns  in  the  pist,  and  everything 
pointed  to  an  exceptionally  prosperous  year.  Privilege 
tickets  and  guide  bo  ks  for  ensuii^g  season  were  in  readi- 
ness, aid  being  rapidly  distributed  ti  the  members.  The 
general  committee  had  pert',  rmed  their  laborious  duties 
during  the  year  with  signal  success,  perfect  harmony 
reigning  throughout  all  their  deliberations,  and  a  unani- 
mous vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  them  and  all  officers 
for  their  services.  The  election  of  ofiicers  was  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  the  following  were  re-elected:  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf;  vice-presid-'nt  and  T.A.P.S. 
representative.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  ;  honorary  solicitor, 
Mr.  Arthur  Piioe;  trustees,  Messrs.  Thos.  Crumplen 
and  W.  J.  Wade;  visiting  cfficer,  Mr.  C.  Watling 
Tjler,  Mr.  J.  Smith;  g^neral  committee,  Messrs. 
R.  Clark,  H.  Holder,  W.  Lawes,  J.  Levien,  G. 
Merry,  R.  Marshall,  J.  Poole,  J.  Smith,  C.  Watling,  F.  J. 
Williams,  and  J.  Wheelhouse;  auditors,  Messrs.  T. 
Crumplen  and  W.  H.  Ehmore  ;  auditor  tothe  A.B.S.,  Mr. 
Elsmore  ;  Anglers'  Benevolent  Committee,  Messrs.  0. 
Watling,  J.  Levien,  G.  Haynes,  G.  Merry,  F.  Vanhegan, 
and  J.  Smith. 

The  visiting  ofiicer  rf-ported  succfssfnl  visits  to  the 
Royal  George,  Seymour  Brothers,  and  Victoria  Brothers; 
also  that  the  visiting  list  wculd  be  suspended  during  the 
summer  months  until  the  end  of  September.  Mr. 
Elsmore  gave  an  interesting  report  of  the  work  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  giving  details  of  the  success  and  cost  of  the 
housing  of  the  barren  swans  and  ducks  during  the  spawn- 
ing season. 

A  new  srciety,  to  be  known  as  the  Wandsworth  Pisca- 
torials, applied  for  enrolment ;  their  address  is  the  Winning 
Post,  South-street,  Wandsn  orth,  secretary  Mr.  C.  Beale, 
with  eighteen  members  ;  also  the  Merry  Anglers,  meeting 
at  the  Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Gnswell-road,  secretary 
Mr.  G.  Merry  ;  and  an  old  established  society,  the  Clap- 
ham  Junction  A.S.,  requested  to  be  enrolled.  In  each 
ca-e  their  rales  were  found  satisfactory,  and  they  were 
duly  accepted. 

On  the  motion  of  the  president,  seconded  by  Mr.  Levien, 
a  letter  of  condolence  and  sinojre  sympathy  from  the 
delegates  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  widow  and  family 
of  the  late  Harry  Patman.  The  secretary  gave  particulars 
of  the  arrangements  made  by  the  committee  in  reference 
to  the  forthcoming  competition  at  Pulborough  on  the 
18th  inst.,  when  the  cup  prt s^nted  by  Mr.  Walter  Emden, 
also  one  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  and  about  fifty  valuable 
prizes  will  Ve  offered  for  competition,  the  following  being 
received  since  the  last  list  was  published :  Massive  silver 
albert  from  Mr.  W.  Musgrave,  senr.  ;  spinning  rod  from 
the  Walham  Green  A.8. ;  half-guinea  from  the  Battersea 
Friendly  A.S. ;  a  most  usefui  patent  briar  pipe,  "  Ours," 
by  the  inventor,  Mr.  A.  Clarke.  Ic  response  to  a  request 
from  the  delegate  of  the  Richmond  A. S.,  the  committee 
have  decided  to  permit  any  members  whose  clubhouse  is 
over  tight  miles  from  London  Bridge  the  option  of  going 
down  by  the  last  train  on  the  Saturday  evening,  providing 
they  have  their  railway  ticket  initiiled  by  the  president 
and  stay  at  the  Arnn  Hotel.  The  host  has  arranged  a 
special  tariff  for  the  members,  paiticulars  of  which  can 
be  obtained  from  the  sfc-etary.  All  letters  should  be 
addressed  to  W.  J.  Wade,  C,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E. 


The  Thames  Yacht  Agency,  RO,  Pall  Mall,  S.W.,  have 
just  issued  Andrew  Thomson's  Yachting  Guide  and  Time 
Tables  for  189S).  They  charge  Is.  for  it,  and  it  is  good 
value  ;  the  tide  tables  alone  are  worth  more  to  a  sea 
fisherman,  and  as  many  of  our  readers  are  yachtsmen  as 
well  as  fishermen,  we  make  no  apology  for  drawing  their 
attention  to  this  handy  little  gi^i  le,  which  is  easily  slipped 
into  a  side  pocket  ready  for  refereEC3. 


RE-STOCKING    SUTHERLAND  WATERS- 
WITH  SALMON  AND  TROUT. 

The  Shin.— At  the  instance  of  Dr.  Almond,  Edinburgh, 
2000  salmon  fry  from  the  Duke  of  Sutherland's  hatchery 
at  Brora  have  been  di  posited  in  tributaries  of  the  river 
Shin.  We  understand  that  his  grace  gave  the  fish  free, 
arid  that  Dr.  Almond  bore  all  the  expenses  in  connection . 
with  the  convejance  of  the  fry  from  Brora  to  Shin,  where 
the  youngsters  recently  arrived  all  safe.  What  result 
upon  the  Shin  angling  this  experiment  may  have  remains 
to  be  seen,  bat  it  will  be  watched  with  interest. 

The  Skibo  Watkr.s.— Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  Skibo 
Castle,  Sutherland,  se  dom  handles  a  rifle,  but  is  an  ardent 
votary  of  the  rod  Besides  enlarging  the  castle  and  making 
other  improvements  on  his  estate,  he  is  also  endeavouring 
to  improve  the  angling  sport  on  the  various  lochs  and 
streams  with  which  it  abounds.  Including  fry,  one  year 
olds,  two  year  olds,  and  pelected  large  ones  of  lOin.  in 
length  upwards,  some  65,000  fish  in  all  are  introduced. 
Into  a  large  pond  within  the  policies  of  the  castle  15,000 
Levenensis,  besides  450  selected  fish,  have  been  introduced. 
Lech  Migdale  gets  10,000,  Loch  Gour,  Loch  Buir,  and 
Loch  Lrggan,  10  000  each.  The  remainder  are  distributed 
over  minor  lochs  and  streams.  The  bulk  of  the  fish  are 
Loch  Levenp,  tbe  other  varieties  being  rainbows  and 
Sutherland  loch  trout.  Almost  al',  except  the  large 
selected  fish,  have  b^en  taken  from  the  hatcheries  of  Mr. 
Argus  Sutherland,  of  the  Reay  and  Melvich  Hotels,  and 
the  whole  have  been  duposited  in  the  vari  ua  waters  under 
Mr.  Morrison's  personal  superintend -ince.  The  selected 
large  fish  and  some  others  were  supplied  by  the  Howietoun 
Fishery  Company,  Stirling.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable 
that  from  their  homes  to  their  de.itinations  by  rail  and 
road  no  fatalities  occurred.  After  long  journeys  by  rail, 
carts,  and  other  means  the  vjrious  fi^h  have  been  success- 
fully  lodged  by  Mr.  Morrison  in  their  new  homes. 

  W.  T.  B. 


EARLY  MORNING  ANGLING  ON  THE 
BURE. 

Keen  and  enthusiastic  anglers  as  many  of  ua  are,  it 
takes  a  great  deal  to  induce  rxa  to  forsake  our  beds  for  a 
few  hours  early  morning  fishing.  Although  at  this  time 
of  the  day,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  fish  are  well  on  the  feed, 
yet  few  of  us,  evi  n  in  summer,  care  to  risk  the  chilly 
night  and  early  morning  air,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  good  sport  is  almost  always  assured  us.  Many 
anglers,  however,  cin  look  back  at  "  bags  "  taken  in  an 
hour  or  two  at  daybreak  that  would  make  those  who  had 
fibhed  all  day  envi' us  indeed. 

My  initial  experience  of  early  morning  angling  took 
place  in  some  of  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Bure,  about  a 
couple  of  years  back.   A  great  friend  of  mine,  George 

W  ,  who,  by  the  way,  is  aUo  a  m  ist  enthusiastic 

fisherman,  pined  for  a  day's  angling.  We  had  been 
companions  in  many  a  snccssful  expedition  to  the  well- 
known  rivers  a' d  broads  of  Norfolk  and  Suff  dk,  until  the 
excursions  in  question  had  become  very  ommon  place  and 
routine.  We  felt  that  a  new  departure  was  absolutely 
necessary,  and  when  one  of  us  suddenly  thought  of  an 
early  morning  raid  upon  the  bream  we  eagerly  took  up  the 
idea,  and  it  was  not  very  long  before  we  were  able  to  put 
it  to  a  practical  test. 

Living  as  we  did  in  that  well-known  watering-place 
famous  for  its  bloaters,  we  were  of  course  in  close 
proximity  to  several  excellent  s«ims;  but  the  greatest 
difficulty  we  had  to  contend  against  was  how  to  get  to 
them  at  the  prop  r  time.  We  had  made  np  our  minds  to 
fish  the  Bure,  and  the  first  railway  s  ation  from  Yar- 
mouth, near  it,  is  Acle,  nine  or  ten  miles  away  by  road  or 
rail,  and  about  twelve  by  water.  Now,  we  knew  of  several 
good  swims  nothing  near  so  far  up  the  river  as  that,  and 
consequently  it  meant  either  taking  a  late  train  to  Acle, 
walking  back  and  hanging  about  the  river  bank  until  day- 
break, or  rawing  up  from  Yarmouth.  As  I  was  fortunate 
in  having  a  small  skiff,  we  decided  upon  the  latter  alter- 
native, for  it  had  this  advantage,  that  we  coald  fish  on 
either  side  of  the  river. 

We  agreed  that  our  rendfzvous  should  be  a  spot  near 
Stracey  Arms,  a  lonely  riverside  hostelry,  which  ir 
designated  by  the  wherrymen  and  others  on  the  river  as 
the  seven-mile  house.  Stracey  is  a  place  well  known  to  all 
local  anglers,  but,  unfortunately,  no  boats  are  to  ba 
obtained,  so,  perforce,  anjl^rs  have  to  conduct  their 
operations  from  the  banks  Perhaps  tbe  greatest  difficultjf 
which  votaries  of  the  gentle  art  experience  at  this  spot  is 
the  tides.  During  thu  spring  tides  the  water  comes  up 
from  the  harbour  at  Yarm ou'h  in  great  volume  ;  so  much 
so  that  salt  water  can  be  foand  several  miles  through 
Acle  Bridge,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  angling  is 
entirely  out  of  the  qu^srion  in  all  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
river.  Quite  the  eppotite,  however,  occurs  daring  the 
neap  tides,  when  roach  have  been  taken  as  low  down  as 
the  Suspension  Bridge  at  Yarmouth. 

We  had  thus  to  take  int  >  con-iideration  the  tides  in 
planning  our  excursion,  and  this  w«  did.  Accordingly, 

about  midnight  one  Saturday  in  July,  George  W  , 

Toby  Blako,  and  myself  embarked  in  my  little  skiff  for  a 
seven  or  eight  mile  row.  Our  craft  was,  indeed,  pretty 
full,  what  wi'^h  crew,  baskets,  rods,  groand-biit,  &o.,  and 
there  was  but  little  room  to  move  about. 

A  word  about  Toby  Blake  might  not  be  out  of  place, 
for,  in  his  way,  Toby  was  a  local  character.  He  was  a 
most  enthusiastic  angler,  and  his  favourite  swim  was 
undou^  tedly  Stracey  Arms.  It  was  h-re  that  many  a 
grandfather  bream  has  been  grassed  by  him.  His  gear 
was  of  tbe  most  crnde  de.'-cription.  his  rod,  for  instance, 
being  a  species  e.f  a  linen  prop,  whilst  his  top  joint  was 
composed  of  three  umbrella  wires  tied  together.  He  used 
to  assert  that  he  had  more  play  with  this  apology  of  a  rod 
than  we  had  with  ours,  costing  a  guinea  or  two.  Anyhow, 
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as  a  proof  of  Toby's  capabilities,  he  could  hold  his  own 
with  any  of  us.  He  was  much  appreciated  by  anglers  in 
Yarmouth,  for  he  has  on  many  occasions  gone  up  to  hia 
knees  in  water  to  help  as.  His  precarious  mode  of  life 
had  its  effect,  for  he  died  a  few  months  back  ;  but  those 
who  knew  him  best  will  always  revere  his  memory. 

Sach  was  the  man  that  ompleted  our  crew;  and,  as 
Toby  was  an  expert  oarsman,  I  think  he  paid  for  his  keep 
that  day.  As  I  have  said,  the  town  clocks  had  just  chimed 
midnight  when  we  entered  from  Breydon  water  the  rather 
insigrniticant  entrance  to  the  Bnre.  We  found  we  had 
somewhat  miscalculated  the  tide,  for  instead  of  having  the 
benefit  of  the  flood  we  had  to  pull  against  the  last  draiaings 
down  of  the  ebb.  So  our  progression  was  but  slow.  It 
was  very  dark,  and  we  had  to  be  very  careful  of  the 
sloping  mud  banks  on  either  side  of  us.  Gradually  we  left 
the  lights  of  Yarmouth  behind,  and  when  out  in  the  c  pan 
country,  with  nothing  but  marshes  all  round  us,  it  seemed 
dreary  indeed.  We  each  took  turns  at  the  oars,  whil&t 
Toby  now  and  then  would  cheer  us  with  some  of  his 
favourite  ditties.  When  we  had  gone  a  mile  or  two  a 
ghostly  fog  came  from  oS  the  marshes,  and  the  slight 
breeze  sent  it  scudding  in  banks  to  meet  us.  It  chilled  us 
to  the  marrow,  and  left  us  as  wet  as  if  we  had  passed 
through  a  shower.  The  only  person  we  met  on  the 
journey  was  an  eel  catcher,  who,  sitting  in  his  punt, 
loomed  out  of  the  fog  like  a  spectre.  Soon  we  began  to 
feel  the  effects  of  the  flood  tide,  and  the  heavily-laden  boat 
made  better  headway. 

When  we  had  gone  about  five  miles  Toby  tasted  the 
water,  and  as  he  asserted  it  was  quite  fresh,  and  all  of  us 
having  had  quite  enough  of  rowing,  we  decided  to  stop  and 
try  our  luck.  There  was  jast  a  suspicion  of  a  streak  of 
light  in  the  east — the  fog  had  lifted,  and  revealed  to  us  an 
old  water-mill  on  the  left  bank.  Opposite  to  this  we  made 
the  boat  fast  to  the  bank,  and  then  put  our  gear  together. 
I  lent  Toby  a  rod  and  line,  with  which  he  clambered 

ashore,  whilst  George  W         and  I  fished  from  the  boat. 

The  only  ground-bait  we  had  brought  with  us  was  creed 
wheat,  and  having  put  a  good  sprinkling  all  round  us  we 
made  a  start. 

The  water  was  not  more  than  6ft.  deep  at  this  point, 
and  there  was  a  remarkably  lazy  flood  tide — remarkable 
because  hereabouts  it  nearly  always  runs  like  a  millrace, 
and  floating  is  generally  out  of  the  question.  On  this 
occasion  we  were  able  to  use  a  well-shotted  goosequill 
float.  Although  the  light  was  improving  every  minute  we 
could  only  just  discern  the  tops  of  our  quills.  George 
hardly  had  his  line  over  a  minute  before  I  saw  him  make 
a  grab  at  his  landing  net,  and  into  the  boat  came  a  bream 
of  about  a  pound.  His  very  next  swim  produced  another 
of  about  the  same  weight,  whikt  a  cry  from  Toby  heralded 
the  fact  that  he  also  was  busy.  This  went  on  until  they 
both  had  secured  several  nice  fish,  whilst  I  had  not  yet  had 
a  look  in.  I  was  conceited  enough  to  think  my  reputation 
as  an  angler  was  at  stake,  and  as  they  appeared  to  be  fish- 
ing well  on  the  bottom,  I  altered  my  float  accordingly,  with 
the  result  that  the  very  next  swim  I  landed  a  large  bream, 
and  in  ten  minutes  had  landed  five  more,  all  averaging 
between  one  and  two  pounds. 

For  two  hours  or  thereabouts,  while  the  tide  remained 

flood,  George  W  and  I  were  busy  landing  fish.  Toby 

got  so  excited  at  our  success  that  he  soon  laid  his  rod  down 
and  came  to  our  assistance.  On  an  average,  in  nearly 
every  other  swim,  we  landed  bream  of  various  sizes  nntU 
our  wrists  ached.  All  sorts  of  baits  we  used,  but  the  most 
successful  were  brandlings ;  very  few  of  these,  however,  we 
had  taken  with  us,  for  just  at  that  time  they  were  rather 
difiScult  to  obtain.  We  economised  as  much  at  possible, 
but  the  fish  were  so  ravenous  that  they  were  satisfied  with 
pieces  of  worms  or  the  mangled  brandling  taken  out  of  the 
previous  fish  landed. 

As  I  have  said,  for  nearly  two  hours  this  went  on,  but 
then  a  great  change  came  o'er  the  scene.  The  tide 
slackened,  was  stationary  a  few  minutes,  and  then  down 
came  the  ebb,  and  with  it  away  went  our  good  sport. 
Although  the  spot  was  now  well  ground-baited,  and  not- 
withstanding that  we  tried  both  ledgeriog  and  floating, 
not  the  sign  of  another  fish  did  we  see.  Soon  my  patience 
was  exhausted,  and  then  I  suggested  a  move  further  up 
the  river  to  our  original  destination — Stracey  Arms,  and 
this  we  proceeded  to  do.  At  Stracey  we  found  a  number  of 
anglers  who  had  experienced  but  poor  luck,  and  we  some- 
what surprised  them  by  the  magnitude  of  our  catch. 

After  trying  several  spots  with  very  indifferent  success 
we  decided  to  row  back  home.  The  seven  miles  scull  was 
indeed  a  toil  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  day,  but  we 
managed  it  rather  expeditiously  by  keeping  Toby  well 
oiled,  or  rather  by  keeping  his  throat  well  moist. 

Of  course  the  first  thing  to  do  upon  reaching  home  was 
to  weigh  the  catch,  and  thiswefouad  just  turned  the  scale 
at  oat.  We  had  only  taken  half  a  dozen  unsizeable  fish, 
and  these  were  at  once  returned  to  the  water.  The 
"bag"  consisted  of  nothing  but  bream,  and  was  not  a 
bad  one  considering  the  short  period  it  took  to  obtain  it. 
Besides,  only  two  of  us  were  really  responsible  for  it,  as 
Toby  had  contributed  but  two  or  three  fish  when  he  came 
to  watch  and  a*  gist  ua.  About  3lb.  was  the  weight  of  the 
heaviest  fiah,  but  more  than  half  the  catch  was  probably 
nnder  lib. 

My  firtt  trial  of  early  morning  fishing  was  thus  a  decided 
Bucceas.  Many  a  time  since  my  friend  and  I  have  tried 
our  luck  at  gimilar  expeditions,  but  we  have  never  beaten 
in  80  ahort  a  time  the  catch  taken  at  our  initial  attempt. 

  E. W.  Buckle. 


There  are  four  short  stories  in  the  June  Scrihner's, 
anitabie  for  theaeaa>n  when  the  summer  travel  has  just 
began.  Two  of  the  beat  known  American  writers,  Henry 
James  and  Joel  Chandler  Harris,  will  be  represented,  and 
two  new  writers,  William  Allen  White  (famous  for  his 
editorial,  "  What's  the  Matter  with  Kansas  ? ")  and 
Robert  Sbackleton,  a  New  York  journalist. 


^om  from  ti)e  i^ottf). 


Thunder  has  been  frequent  during  the  past  week,  and 
some  heavy  accompanying  showers  which  were  welcomed 
by  the  hill  stream  trouter,  where  the  water  has  been  get- 
ting somewhat  thin  and  clear. 


No  grilse  have  aa  yet  reported  fallen  to  the  rod  of  any 
angler  on  the  Dee.  This  is  somewhat  strange,  as  they  are 
usually  seen  about  a  week  or  so  after  they  are  got  in  the 
nets,  and  sometimes  even  before  then.  On  the  other  hand, 
an  angler  on  the  Deveron  is  reported  to  have  creeled  one, 
and  the  Deveron  is  not  particularly  an  early  grilse  stream, 
while  the  Dee  undoubtedly  is. 


The  smelt  season  is  now  over,  and  anglers  are  again  in 
force  on  the  tidal  reaches.  The  Ythan  tidal  has  been 
yielding  some  heavy  fiah,  and  good  average  baskets  during 
the  past  week.   

Major  Davidson  and  friends  have  killed  100  fish  on  the 
little  water  of  Dess  up  to  date.  It  is  not  half  a  mile  in 
extent,  and  on  only  one  bank  ;  but  the  right  one  for  the 
fish,  although  it  is  the  other  way  about,  as  the  geography 
would  say,  being  on  the  north  side  of  the  Dee.  Harper, 
the  famous  salmon  slayer,  has  no  doubt  accounted  for  a 
good  few  of  these.  John  s  favourite  moment  is  just  as  it 
is  getting  dusk.   

Mr.  Farley  had  to  do  with  thirty  fish  in  three  days  on 
the  Dee  Cairnton  water  last  week,  seventeen  of  which  he 
landed.  One  gentleman  had  thirteen  fish  to  his  own  rod 
on  the  Cambua  O'May  Dee  water  the  week  before  last. 
This  is  the  top  score  of  the  season  anywhere. 


Fresh  fish  have  been  running  right  on  from  the  sea  to 
Aboyne,  where  they  have  been  got  with  sea  lice  on  them, 
thirty  rniles  inland  as  the  crow  flies. 


Fresh  fish  are  very  scarce  in  the  lower  pools  of  the  Dee. 
They  are  still  scarce  on  the  coast,  and  what  fish  do  get 
away  with  the  Sunday's  slap  are  running  right  through  to 
the  mud  reaches  without  resting.  Hence  the  phenomenal 
takes  on  some  beats,  while  both  above  and  below  them 
blanks  are  the  usual  order  of  the  day.    Such  is  luck. 


Mr.  George  Bankart,  of  Westwalk,  Leicester,  has  been 
trouting  on  the  Ugie,  Aberdeen,  and  Loch  Awe,  Argyle. 
He  and  a  friend  came  north  to  the  Ugie  by  way  of  experi- 
ment, but,  unfortunately,  the  weather  conditions  were 
dead  against  them  most  of  the  time.  Their  average  was 
only  twenty  fish,  scaling  about  ilh.  each,  for  five  days  out 
of  ten  on  which  they  could  fish. 


He  thinks  the  Ugie  will  make  an  excellent  finnock 
stream  in  early  spring  and  a  sea  trout  reach  in  autumn, 
and  we  are  glad  to  have  our  own  private  opinion  endorsed 
by  such  an  authority.    This  is  all  we  claim  for  it. 

William  Birnie  Dewar  was  mulcted  in  the  Aberdeen 
Sheriff  Court  last  week  in  the  sum  of  £44  3s.  lOd.  for 
aiding  and  abetting  poachers  to  dispose  of  their  fish.  He 
had  thirty-nine  salmon  in  his  possession  at  different 
periods  during  the  close  time,  and  disposed  of  most  of 
them  in  Edinburgh  at  about  la.  per  lb. 


He  pleaded  guilty  ;  so  some  very  interesting  particulars, 
and  some  as  interested  witnesses,  were  accordingly  sup- 
pressed. It's  a  pity,  for  we  revel  and  gloat  over  details  of 
this  description.  It  is  the  lifting  of  the  corner  of  the 
curtain  revealing  a  life — the  poachar's — the  world  knows 
little  of.  Mr.  Duncan,  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  and  Mr. 
Morris,  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  have  been  working 
up  the  evidence  for  months  past. 

Anderson,  another  of  the  same  kidney  as  Dewar,  was 
mulcted  in  the  sum  of  £7  lis.  8d.  for  being  in  possession 
of  two  salmon,  which  he  was  trying  to  send  off  by  parcel 
post.   

Now  is  the  time  for  lady  anglers  being  abroad  if  they 
want  sport.  They  come  by  the  round  dozen  in  September, 
when  there  ia  actually  nothing  to  kill,  and  they  are  gone 
before  the  October  floods  prevail.  If  they  would  put  in 
an  appearance  just  now  they  would  have  the  best  chance 
of  the  season  under  normal  climatic  conditions.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pickering  have  been  killing  fish  daily  on  their  Dee 
water  acaliog  up  to  12lb. 

Mr.  Ingram,  Inveiugie,  had  a  basket  of  251b.  one  day 
last  week  on  the  Ugie.  He  is  the  champion  trout  angler 
in  these  parts.  A  gentleman  writing  me  thus  describes 
him;  "Mr.  Ingram  (the  lessee)  was  out  every  day,  and 
basketed  a  lot  of  trout.  He  is  the  most  aotive  man  I  ever 
saw  on  a  water — here,  there,  and  everywhere — all  over  the 
shop  in  a  few  hours.  He  knows  every  stream  and  eddy 
where  a  trout  might  Inrk,  and,  putting  bis  flies  over  them, 
would  for  a  certainty  make  his  kill,  and  then  off;  always 
on  the  move."   

Mr.  James  Berry,  Banchory,  has  let  the  Kinneskie 
water  for  June,  but  has  July  yet  to  dispose  of,  by  day, 
week,  or  month.    July  is  the  beat  guise  month,  and  the 


Kinneskie  and  immediate  vicinity  is  jost  the  place  to  get 
them.  

"Pheasant  Tail's"  paper  in  last  week'a  issue  on  the 
otter  was  so  interesting  that  I  scarcely  care  to  obtrude  any 
awkward  questions.  Is  it  not  a  fact,  however,  that 
where  an  otter  is  known  to  work  salmon  angling  may  be 
suspended,  for  not  a  single  fish  will  rest  in  the  pool,  how- 
ever tempting  the  "lie"  may  be  otherwises'  This  is  a 
personal  observation  on  the  Dee.        Spkcial  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  June  1,  at  the  head- 
quarters. Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  L.  A.  Dance 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  'The  meeting  was  well  attended. 
The  minutes  of  the  past  meeting  were  read  and  adopted, 
after  which  the  reports  of  the  visiting  committee  were 
received.  The  report  of  the  visit  to  the  Harborne  Club 
was  first  taken.  The  report  went  to  show  that  the  cltib 
was  properly  constituted,  and  that  they  hid  a  membership 
of  over  sixty  fully  paid-up  members.  The  club  had  gone 
in  for  private  water  for  their  members,  and  had  succeeded 
in  renting  a  trout  stream,  and  also  a  pool  at  Bartley-green, 
and  that  the  whole  of  the  subscriptions  would  be  devoted 
to  renting  water  and  re-stocking.  The  report  was  adopted, 
and  the  club  was  accepted.  The  report  of  the  visit  to  the 
Gun  Club  was  also  of  a  satisfactory  nature.  This  club  also 
had  about  sixty  fully  paid-up  members  on  their  books. 
No  objections  were  raised  by  any  of  the  neighbouring  clubs, 
and  as  the  report  was  in  every  way  satisfactory  the  club  was 
accepted.  The  visit  to  the  White  Hart  club  was  also  satis- 
factory. The  membership  of  this  society  wa  s  about  forty  paid- 
up  members.  This  club  was  accepted,  and  the  travelling  cards 
were  ordered  to  be  issued  forthwith.  A  report  was  also 
presented  by  the  committee  of  the  visit  to  the  Baltic 
Society,  who  wished  to  remove  from  the  Baltic  Inn, 
Sherlock  Street,  to  the  the  Albion  Inn,  Hope  Street ;  the 
removal  was  sanctioned.  The  secretary  presented  a 
balance  sheet  of  the  late  annual  dinner,  which  was 
received  and  adopted,  after  which  the  committee  took  into 
consideration  the  preliminary  matter  relating  to  the 
annual  contest.  Three  places  were  named  for  the  approval 
of  the  general  body  of  delegates,  namely:  the  Avon,  at 
Wyre ;  the  Severn,  Tewkesbury ;  and  the  Tnames,  at 
Abingdon ;  the  committee  being  of  the  opmion  that  the  latter 
place  would  be  the  most  suitable.  A  recommendation  was 
also  made  that  the  sum  of  £55  be  granted  for  prizes.  A 
member  of  the  committee  brought  a  charge  against  two 
members  of  one  of  the  societies  of  taking  a  large  number 
of  undersized  fish  from  the  canal  at  Kingsbury  ;  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  club  to  which  the  members  belonged. 
A  number  of  our  clubs  that  do  not  rent  water  have  made 
arrangements  to  fish  their  opening  contests  in  the  canal  at 
Alrewas;  but  owing  to  the  locks  having  to  undergo 
repairs,  the  canal  for  some  miles  has  been  emptied,  and  it 
will  be  useless  for  fishing  for  some  considerable  time.  The 
part  below  the  Spring  Planks  has  not  been  interfered 
with.  The  length  of  water  here  is  only  sufficient  for  a  small 
number  of  members  to  fish,  so  large  clubs  will  have  to 
arrange  to  fish  their  contests  elsewhere.  The  large  Eose 
and  Crown  Club  have  decided  to  fish  their  opening  contest 
on  June  25  next,  in  the  river  Avon,  at  Bredon.  The  Lamp 
Soeiety  have  decided  to  fish  their  opening  contest  on 
July  2,  in  the  canal  at  Droitwich.  The  members  of  the 
St.  George's  and  Birmingham  Heath  clubs  have  allowed 
their  members  to  fish  for  eels  during  the  close  time  on  the 
river  Anker,  the  result  being  that  a  large  number  have 
been  taken,  some  of  them  close  upon  31b.  each.  The  fine 
weather  has  induced  a  good  few  of  the  members  to  leave 
Birmingham  by  the  11.20  p  m.  train,  and  commence  to  fish 
before  daylight.  All  those  who  have  adopted  this  plan 
have  been  very  successful.  The  half -yearly  subscription  of 
2d.  per  member  will  become  due  to  the  Birmingham 
Association  on  Saturday,  June  17,  when  the  general 
secretary  will  attend  at  the  headquarters  to  receive  the 
same.  All  clubs  not  paying  on  or  before  this  date  will  be 
fined  2s.  fid. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

The  glorious  summer  weather  which  has  at  last  come_  to 
us  has  brought  with  it  a  great  improvement  in  fly  angling 
on  the  streams  of  the  Peak  country.  With  it  also  has 
come  the  welcome  May  Fly— the  Green  Drake — to  spend 
its  transient  existence  on  the  waters.  Other  flies,  too,  are 
out  in  countless  numbers  on  the  various  streams.  The 
changed  weather  has  brought  a  large  increase  of  angling 
visitors  into  the  fishing  districts,  and  many  of_  them 
appear  to  have  met  with  satisfactory  sport.  Fish  are 
rising  pretty  freely  in  the  morning  and  evening,  as  late  as 
nine  o'clock.  The  middle  part  of  the  day  is  too  hot,  and 
the  waters  are  too  bright  for  successful  angling ;  but 
dibbing  in  the  shade  under  trees  and  bushes  haa  afforded 
some  very  fair  sport,  fish  up  to  2lb.  having  been  taken  by 
that  method.  Angling  is  much  better  on  aU  parts  of  the 
Wje,  and  both  on  the  open  and  private  waters  fly  fishers 
have  been  numerous  and  fairly  successful  as  a  rule.  The 
Ashwood  Dale,  Blaokwell  Mill,  Miller's  Dale,  and  Cress- 
brook  lengths  have  afforded  good  sport,  and  several  good- 
sized  creels  have  been  made  on  the  private  reaches  of 
Monsal  Dale,  and  on  the  lengths  between  that  place  and 
Ashford  and  Bakewell.  There  has,  on  most  days,  been 
the  full  number  of  allowed  rods  on  the  Bakewell,  Haddon 
Hall,  and  Rowsley  waters,  and  several  good  baskets  of  fine 
fish  have  been  killed  there.  The  Marquis  of  Granby,  with 
a  party  of  friends,  is  staying  at  the  Peacock  Inn,  Rowsley, 
for  the  drake  season  on  the  Bradford,  Lathkill,  and  Wye, 
his  father's  waters.  Several  anglers  have  been  out  on  the 
two  first  mentioned  of  the^e  well-preserved  streams,  and 
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TRADE  MAKK 


P.  D.  MALLOCH,  Perth,  N.B., 

Uanxifacturer  of  every  description  of 
FISHING   TACKLE    SUITABLE    fox*   ALIL.    PARTS    of   the  WORLD. 


MALLOCH'S 
SUPERIOR  TROUT 
RODS, 

Unsurpassed  for  Superiority  of  Workmansh  ip, 
Balance,  and  Casting  Power. 

10ft.,  in  3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  26/-,  28/-,  34/-. 
lift.,  „  28/-,  30/-,  36/-. 

12ft.,  „  30/-,  32/-,  38/-. 

With  cork  grip,  6/-  extra, 
lift,  in  2  pieces,  with  spare  top, 
snake  rings  and  cork  grip    ...  40/-. 

SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  ROOS. 

18ft.  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving 
top  rings,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted, 
rubber  button,  &c.     The  very  best  Rod 
that  can  be  produced         ...        ...  ...67/-. 

16ft.  Rod,  same  as  above,  57/-. 
Very  larffe  assortment  of  Snlnion,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  TjOcU  and  River  Flics,  for  the  Scotch 
Tjochs  and  liivers,  all  tested  j^atterns  and 
heautifiilly  tied. 
These  Flies  have  obtained  Highest  Awards  wherever 
Exhibited. 


MALLOCH'S 
Patent 

CASTING  REEL 

(Jiiiprmed  Fatte)-ii). 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL. 

Impi'oved  Pattern,  in  Gun-metal  or  Alumi- 
nium. The  greatest  boon  to  anglers  yet  invented 
for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds 
of  coarse  fishing  ;  unsurpassed  for  long  distance 
casting  ;  simple,  and  easy  to  learn.  Rods  and 
lines  specially  suited  for  these  reels 
MALLOCH'S 

PATENT  ADJUSTABLE  BRAKE  REEL. 

In  Gun-metal  or  Aluminium.  The  brake  i.s 
easily  operated  by  the  hand,  whereby  the  check 
can  be  regulated  at  will  by  simply  turning  the 
milled  disc  on  spindle.  This  should  prove  a 
great  advantage  to  anglers,  as  the  check  can  be 
regulated  without  having  to  take  the  reel  to 
pieces,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  reel. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASES. 

For  salmon,  grilse,  spa  trout,  and  oyed  flics 
of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact,  each  fly 
secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Malloch's  Gold  Medal  Salmon  and  Trout  Heels. 
In  Gan-nietal,  Aluminium,  Jibonilc,  tend 
Cocus  Wood,    Made  in  18  different  sizes. 
ILLUSTRATED    PRICE    LIST  FREE 
TpleKrniiiHi  "MALLOCH,  PKKTU." 


STATIONS   AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY   PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ADDLESTONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  SI ;  2b.  Jd. 

Althoenb  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

Ambkrlet  (Arun).  F,  Sussex,  Ss.  8d.,  64  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

AllER,SHAM  (Misbourn),  I  Bucks,  23|;  J».  8d 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 

Ardlkiqh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56;  48.  9d. 

Arlesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  Ss.  Ud. 

AsHURST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32 ;  39.  4d. 

AUDLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44 ;  3b.  6^. 

Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48;  Ss.  8d. 

Barcombk  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60;  5s.  6d 

Battlksbridqe  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  is. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  SO  ;  5«. 

Bbrkhampstbad  (G.J.C  ),  H,  Herts,  28;  Is.  lid 

BiLLERiCAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s. 

BiLLlNOBCRST  (Aran),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4b.  8d 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2b.  7d, 

Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is  9^d 

Bldntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74;  5s.  2d. 

Bletchlet  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46f ;  48.  lid 

Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  8s.  3d. 

BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61| ;  5s.  l^d. 

BOORNE  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  281;  S». 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22J;  28.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24^;  2s.  6d. 

Braintreb  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45;  3s.  lOd. 

Braughing  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30i ;  2s. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86J;  7s.  SJd. 

Brioket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2b. 

Broxbocene  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17|;  Is.  6d. 

Bdntingford  (Bib),  Herts,  33|;  2s.  lid. 

BURBS  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  4s.  6id. 

Burnham-on-Crouoh,  A,  Essex,  39;  3s.  8d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77J;  6s.  6d 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort  jjA,  Essex,  25;  Is.  ll^d 

BOSHBY  (Cohie),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 

Btflbet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21|;  2s.  3d. 

Oastlb  Hedinqham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56i; 
48. 

Ohappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50i ;  4s.  2id. 
Chalfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22;  28 
Chbddinqton  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36;  3s.  9d. 
Chbsham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27;  2s.  6d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29|;  28.  S^d 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14^ ;  Is.  2d. 
Chbrtbbt  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22^ ;  2s.  4d. 
Ohiqwell  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13i  ;  Is.  IJd 
Ohiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27;  28.  lOd. 
Choblet  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  58.  Id. 
Ohorlet  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Glare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62;  58.  3d. 
OOBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18 j;  28. 
COLOHKSTKR  ((jolne),  A,  Essex,  51f ;  4s.  4Jd. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  hl\ ;  4s.  6d. 
OOLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16^;  li.  8d. 
OOOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  26i;  2b.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  8a. 
Oeombb,  a,  Norfolk,  189;  lOs. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks, 28f;  2b.  8d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86J;  78.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26;  28.  8d. 
EaelswOOD  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21^ ;  2s. 
East  Grinstkad  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  88.  6d. 
East  Farleioh  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Earith  Bkidgb  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76^;  58.  4d 
Edenbridgb  (Eden),  6  F,  Kent,  33;  2b.  8d. 
Eoham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21;  28.  8d. 
ELY(Ou«e),  A,  Cambs,  70,;;  5s.  U^d. 
Elstrek  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  8d. 
EL8KNHAM  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  38.  0}d. 
Enfield  Look  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12;  li. 
Epping  (Roding),  A,  EBsex,  17  ;  Is.  6Jd. 
Ebher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14J;  1b.  6d. 
Fambriugk  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35;  28.  lOd. 
Flitwick  (iTel),  G,  Beds,  40;  4s.  2d. 
Forks."  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  Ss.  6d. 
Fulwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12J ;  Is.  4d. 
GOBINQ  (Thames),  B.Oxford,  44};  4s,  9d. 
Gt.  Chf.ntkri'ORI)  ((Jam),  A,  Essex,  48,  3b.  lOjd. 
Great  Mari.ow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,        8b.  3d. 
Gt.  Mihrendon  (Misbourn),  I,  BuckB,  29;  2b.  9d. 
GciLDFOHD  (Woy),  O  D,  Surrey,  28^;  8r  2d 
OmnOH  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk.  188 ;  IDs 


Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25^;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62^;  4b.  8id. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex;  14t ;  Ik.  6d 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14ij  Is  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37;  3s.  lid. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  2b.  l^d, 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27i;  28.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
HATFIELD  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17};  Is.  lOd, 
Hatfirld PEVEREL(Chelmer),  A, Essex, 36;  3b.  Id. 
Hatward.s  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  48. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent).  E.  Herts,  11|;  1b. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35};  3s.  91. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24^;  2s.  6d. 
Hilgat  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88};  68,  lO^d. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s,  8d, 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Hoested  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36^;  3b,  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114^;  98.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58f ;  6s.  2d 
Irchkstee  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6b.  Sd. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42^;  3b.  7d. 
Kino's  Lanoley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82i;  69.  Hid. 
Langfoed   Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A.. 

Essex,  44;  3s.  3»d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Lanoley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16^;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32\ ;  3e.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19i;  28. 
Leiqhton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40^ ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60  ;  58.  2d. 
LiNGFiBLD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  2s,  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  68.  hi. 
Louqhton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  O^d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61^;  58.  2^d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117^ ;  lOs. 


RAILWAY  REFERfeNCES. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E. 

Great  Western  (Paddlngton).  F. 

South- Eastern    (Charing  Cross,    Waterloo  G. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  Lotidoo  Bridge,  H. 

and  New  CroBi).  1. 
South- Weiteni  (Watorloa). 


Great  Northern  (King's  OroBS). 

L.  B.  ti  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

North- Western  (Euston;, 

Uetropolitan  (Baker  Street). 

Hap  shows  \he  18  new  itatitni. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24^;  2k.  6d. 
Maluon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44;  Ss.SJd 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex:  38.  2d. 
Manninotree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  Ss.  OJd 
March  (Nene.  &c.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  68.  4d. 
Makdocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23 ;  2b. 
Mark's  Tey (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  3s.  lljd 
MiDHUKST  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6b. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76J  ;  68,  4Jd 
MouLSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48|  ;  Ss.  Id. 
New  Barn  et  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9i  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42^:  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsh  am  (Ant).  A,  Norfolk,  134;  los. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19i;  1b.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse).  G,  Beds,  52^ ;  68.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55};  5s.  lOd. 
Ongae  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll^d. 
Oxted  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31  J;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames:),  B,  Berks,  41i;  4b.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver).  H,  Herts,  22;  2s. 
Pondee's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10;  9d. 
Potter's  Bae  (Cohie),  E,  Middlesex,  12| ;  Is.  8d. 
PULBOROUOH  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  Sb.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions, 2s.  6d). 
Radlett  (Colne),  G.  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  38.  9d, 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20| ;  2s. 
Riokmanswoeth  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  22i;  1b.  »d. 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22i  ;  Is.  9d. 
BUDOWICK  (Arun),  F.Sussex, 44;  48,  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  Is.Sd, 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgewoeth  (Stort),  A,  Herts, 29  ;  2b.  Sjd, 
SSLHAM  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Shaenbeook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55;  6s.  9d. 
Sheffoed  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87;  .58. 
Shelfoed  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  65  ;  4s.  S^d. 
Shbnfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20J;  Is.  8d. 
Sheppeeton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18};  2s 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  185;  Is.  Ud. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D.  Middlesex,  19|;  2b. 
Standon  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29J;  2s.  6id. 
Stanstbad  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33 ;  2s.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts.  20;  2s.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70| ;  68.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20i;  Is.  94 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  61i;  6s.  5d. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  68|;  4s.  U^d. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16^;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22i;  2s.  4d 
Tbmpsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47^;  4s.  lid. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49^;  58.  2d. 
Thkydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16;  Is.  3id. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3b. 
TlLBHURST  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  48,  Id. 
Thing  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31^;  38.  4d. 
TUNBRIDQE  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29^  ;  83.  3d. 
Twyford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  38.  3d. 
UXBEIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15J ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,Berks,  23;  2s. 6d 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22^;  Is.  Ud. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  a,  Cambs,  61;  5s.  2d. 
Wateeingbuey  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46;  4s. 
Wbndovke,  I,  Bucks,  335 ;  ^s.  3d. 
West  Dea yton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13^  ;  la.  8(1 
West  GhINSTEAD  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Bib),  A,  Herts.  325 ;  28.  9iA. 
Weybridqb  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2s. 
Whittlksford  (Cam).  A,  Cambs,  49;  48.  2d. 
Wiokford  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2e.  2d. 
WiDFORD  (Ash),  A.Herts,  24;  2s.  Id. 
Windsoe  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21};  2s.  3d. 
WiTHAM  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  38,  S\d. 
Woking  (Bas'ng6tkeCanaI),D,  Surrey, 24.i ;  2s.6d 
'WOODHAM  Fkrkis  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31;  2b. 7d. 
Whaysbury  (Thm8.,fe Colne), D,Bucks, 21};  28.8d 
W  oxham  (Broads,  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  122};  lOs 
TiLDiNG  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  88};  4b. 
Vabmouth  (Bure.  Ac.),  A.  Norfolk,  121;  lUtt 
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good  sport  has  been  had  on  most  of  their  lengths. 
Angling  of  most  kinds  has  been  satisfactory  on 
most  of  the  reaches  of  the  Dove ;  and  the  lower 
waters,  both  private  and  open,  have  yielded  some  capital 
lots  of  fish  ;  and  the  fishing  has  been  equally  good  on  the 
middle  lengths  south  of  Dovcdale.  Fly  anglers  have,  as  a 
rule,  done  well  on  the  Dovedale  waters,  where  the  visitors 
are  fairly  nnmerous,  and  several  excellent  baskets  have 
been  made  there  daring  the  week.  Higher  up,  on  the 
lengths  of  Mill  Dale,  Load  Mill,  and  Wolfscote,  nice  lots 
of  fish  have  been  killed  ;  and  very  fair  sport  has  bpen  had 
on  the  Beresford  Dale  and  Harlington  reaches.  Some 
fairly  g'^nd  creels  have  been  made  by  a  few  anglers  on 
the  neighbonring  Manifold;  and  angling  has  been_ satis- 
factory on  the  other  tributaries  of  the  Dove.  Argling  on 
the  Derwent  has  been  generilly  good  throughoat  the 
wpfk.  On  the  upper  reaches  in  the  neit  hbonrhood  of 
Ashopton,  Yorkshire  Bridge,  and  BaTiford,  both  fly  and 
bottom  fishers,  dibbers,  and  trollers  have  done  well,  and 
some  very  dfC»nt  creels  have  been  made;  and  the 
Sickleholme,  Hathersage,  and  Grindleford  lengths  have 
yielded  a  goodly  number  of  fine  fish  to  members,  and  ticket 
holders  of  the  Hathersage  Angling  Association.  Other 
lengths  of  the  Derwent  valley  waters,  in  the  Stoke, 
Froggatt,  and  Calver  districts,  have  furnished  some 
excellent  sport ;  and  several  large  baskets  have  been  made 
there. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  in  this  district  still  continues  splendid  for 
angling  pursuits,  and  the  river  Hull  and  tributary  streams 
being  in  fir«t-class  condition  for  trout  fishing  has  caused 
qnite  an  influx  of  anglers  on  the  banks.  A  few  br^-oe  of 
nice  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  streams,  and  odd  fish  of 
fair  size  hav'»  been  met  with  in  the  top  stretches  of  the 
river.  On  the  shallows,  and  at  the  several  beckends,  there 
are  shoals  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch  scouring  themselves, 
and  several  good  heavy  chub  have  been  noticed  moving  in 
and  out  of  the  weeds  neir  Hempholme,  so  that  there  is 
every  prrspect  of  a  good  season  on  this  river  amongst 
coarse  fish  when  it  opens  on  June  16.  Worm  fishing  for 
flounders  and  eels  in  the  tidal  waters  has  been  pursued 
with  good  success  during  the  past  week  or  so,  and  at  Grove- 
hill,  Weelferry,  Wawne,  and  Danswell  several  catches  of 
twenty-five  to  thirty  fish  each  have  been  made,  some  of  the 
fifh  reaching  Jib.  each.  The  Sandringham  Angling  Society 
fished  a  match  on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge,  and  did  fairly 
well,  Mr.  H.  Cooper  taking  the  first  priza  with  21b.  SJoz., 
Messrs.  A.  Mearns  and  W.  H.  Ward  having  a  little  over 
lib.  each  for  second  and  third  prizes.  The  fiihing  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  is  advertised  to  be  let  by  tender, 
but  as  both  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association 
and  the  Hull  Preservation  Society  have  meetings  during 
the  week  no  doubt  something  will  be  done  in  respect 
thereof,  for  it  would  ba  a  great  pity  for  the  Hull  anglers 
to  miss  this  excellent  fishing  ground.  On  the  I7th  inst. 
the  Globe  A  S.  and  the  R  ,yal  Oak  A.S.  each  fi>h  a 
match  on  this  canal  at  Newport.  A  few  good-sized  pike 
have  been  taken  during  the  pash  week  by  our  lor^al  anglers 
from  various  waters,  amongst  which  Mr.  W.  Hall  had  a 
catch  of  six  fish  that  scaled  in  the  aggregate  a  little  over 
181b.  Worm  fishers  are  ako  having  a  good  time  of  it, 
at  tide  times,  in  the  havens  and  drains  on  both  siles  of 
the  Humber,  amongst  flounders  and  eels,  the  black- 
headed  worm  and  shrimps  being  the  best  baits,  using  the 
latter  for  ground-bait ;  and  from  the  Lincolnshire  side  a 
few  nice  sized  trout  have  been  shown.  On  June  17  the 
Alexandra  Angling  Association  fish  their  second  match 
this  seasm  on  the  river  Ludd,  at  Thorfsbv  Bridge;  and 
on  the  same  day  the  River  Hull  and  the  Hull  Excelsior 
Angling  Societies  will  hold  a  joint  match  on  the  river 
Ancholme,  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  open  to  all  comers,  and  as 
the  prizes  are  nnmerous  no  doubt  there  will  be  a  good 
force  of  our  local  anglers,  this  being  the  first  steamboat 
trip  down  the  Humber  this  season. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
River  fishing  during  the  daytime  is  not  just  now  a 
profitable  employment  or  sport-productive.  The  brilliant 
weather  of  the  past  ten  or  twelve  days,  however  welcome 
in  other  respects,  has  told  upon  the  baskets  now  being 
obtained,  and  some  of  our  rapid  streams  already  show  the 
effects  of  a  suspended  rainfall.  It  is  somewhat  early,  too, 
for  night  fishing,  although  a  few  have  made  a  start.  With 
the  first  heavy  fall  of  rain,  sea  fish  may  be  looked  for. 
Fair  sport  has  been  obtained  among  the  lake  trout, 
especially  in  Keswick  Lake,  where,  during  the  past  week, 
a  number  of  splendid  specimens  have  been  secured  by 
visitors  and  local  anglers,  the  best  fish  being  a  4-pounder, 
which  fell  a  victim  to  the  Green  Drake.  Amongst  the 
gnccesefal  ones  may  be  mentioned  Messrs.  Denwood  and 
Lowther,  who  have  had  nearly  two  dozen  trout;  Mr.  H. 
Dixon,  a  score,  one  of  which  weighed  3Jlb.  Other  nice 
fiah,  some  of  which  scaled  2ilb.  and  31b.,  have  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  Messrs.  G.  Lowthian,  T.  aLd  T.  Hodgson,  T. 
Mayson,  Hill  (Liverpool),  A.  Wilkinson,  J.  Spark,  T. 
Hudapith,  &c.  In  the  St.  John's  Beck  the  Messrs. 
Stanley  have  taken  their  weekly  quota. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Our  rivers  are  now  yielding  sport  of  a  satisfactory 
character.  The  Ribble,  with  favourable  weather,  _  is 
fishing  better  all  ri^und  ;  more  rods  get  out,  and  with 
better  results.  The  fish  are  in  better  condition,  and  rise 
freely.  The  most  killing  flies  have  been  Duns,  Dotterel, 
Dark  Snipe,  and  Purple.  The  water  in  the  Wjre, 
although  in  splendid  condition,  has  not  fished  up  to 
reputation,  and  few  rods  were  out  in  the  Garotang  district. 
In  the  lower  reaches  sport  has  been  better,  but  mostly  in 
the  evening.  Both  the  fly  and  minnow  have  killed  good 
fi^h,  but  the  tributaries  have  fished  the  best.  From  the 
Lnoe  we  hear  of  continued  good  baskets ;  one  from 
Hedburgh  of  eleven  brace ;  from  the  Wenning,  two  or 
three  over  nine  brace  ;  from  Halton,  one  rod  with  the  fly. 


eleven  brace,  in  the  lower  reaches.  Salmon  and  sea  trout 
are  on  the  move,  and  eel  and  codling  fishing  at  Sunderland 
Point,  near  Morecambe,  is  good.  The  recent  prosecution 
by  the  conservators  should  do  a  lot  of  good  towards 
putting  down  poaching.  It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  write 
of  the  doings  of  our  friends  at  Warrington.  At  their  last 
meeting  they  elected  twenty-seven  new  members,  fourteen 
senior,  and  thirteen  junior.  The  next  meeting  will  be  a 
summoned  one,  to  deal  with  an  exceptionally  important 
resdution  relating  to  the  River  Gowy.  Your  corre- 
spondent was  in  Warrington  on  the  Ist,  and  enjoyed  his 
visit  immensely  ;  anything  more  thorough  than  the_  way 
things  are  worked  in  that  town  cannot  be  imagined. 
Even  the  efforts  to  interest  and  educate  in  the  public  park 
are  worthy  ot  imitation  by  every  corporation.  Great 
Scot !  fancy  hundreds  of  trout  in  a  public  park  in  the  very 
heart  of  a  smoky  town,  lOin.  to  12in.  long,  thousands 
smaller,  and  all  in  the  best  condition.  Good  old  Warring- 
ton, may  your  happiness  and  prosperity  never  diminish. 
The  season  at  Leigh  is  opened  on  the  17th  by  an  open 
event  from  the  Stanley  Arms  Club,  Is.  each  entrance,  to 
be  added  to  cash  prizes  given  by  Mr.  Dawson. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

We  have  got  a  spell  of  warm  weather  at  last,  and  trout 
anglers  are  now  busy  with  the  fly.  It  has  been  too  bright 
in  the  middle  of  the  day  to  do  much  good  ;  in  fact,  the 
fish  have  shown  very  little  inclination  to  rife  until  evening, 
when  they  have  come  up  freely,  and  experienced  rodsters 
have  d  )ne  remarkably  well.  On  some  waters  as  many  as 
five  anl  six  brace  per  rod  have  been  captured  as  the 
result  of  a  cotple  of  hours'  fishing.  Really  this  has  been 
the  best  week's  sport  trout  anglers  have  had  sinc^  the 
season  began.  Bottom  fishermen  also  continue  to  obtain 
good  sport,  especially  those  operating  in  the  evening  with 
maggot.  "The  waters  are  in  capital  condition,  and  there 
is  every  prospect  of  the  sport  continuing. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

In  one  short  week  from  the  time  these  notes  are  in 
print  we  shall  be  free  from  all  legal  restrictions  as  to  the 
taking  of  coarse  fish,  and  left  to  our  own  conscience  as  to 
condition.  No  sooner  does  the  season  proper  open  than 
we  are  plunged  forthwith  into  quite  a  long  list  of  open 
events  and  opening  matches.  On  the  17th  the  following 
societies  fish  matches :  Buckland,  Ardwick ;  and  Victoria, 
Longsight.  On  the  18th,  Old  Standard,  Hulme ;  and 
Welcome,  Hulme ;  together  with  others  ;  and  then  follows 
in  rapid  succession  one  match  after  another  to  Oct.  31. 
The  Horseshoe  Angling  Society,  Pendleton,  the  present 
holders  of  the  Bridgewater  challenge  shield,  are  fishing 
two  contests  in  the  canal  at  Worsley  and  Boothstown,  and 
will  spare  no  pains  to  keep  possess!  n  of  t^e  trophy.  The 
Brookfield  Angling  Society  has  joined  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association,  and  the  secretary  of  the  parent 
association  informs  the  writer  that  their  new  water  is 
fishing  satisfactorily.  Some  fine  perch  up  to  IJlb. 
plenty  of  roach  averaging  fib.,  and  several  pike  51b., 
4|ib  ,  41b.,  31b.,  and  smaller  are  also  recorded.  The  Moss 
Side  Socials  have  decided  to  fish  their  first  matah  at 
Roynton,  on  the  24th,  25th,  and  26ch.'  Messrs.  D.  Latimer, 
J.  Lund,  J.  Birch,  W.  Tarr,  W.  Taylor,  J.  Fisher,  J. 
Bartley,  and  W.  A.  Leigh,  visiting  the  Chapel-en-le-Frith 
reservoir  last  week-end,  report  some  fair  sport.  The 
catch  included  a  pike  of  41b.  and  some  fair  trout.  One 
Manchester  rod  visiting  Toom  Bridge  took,  on  fine  gut 
with  the  Bltck  Gnat,  a  lovely  trout  of  41b.  lOoz.  Several 
others  visiting  Pickmere  have  dime  well  with  potato  bait ; 
still  others  at  the  "  Flashes,"  Winsford,  have  done  well 
when  sampling  the  water  for  information  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  fish.  They  are  convinced,  when  these 
waters  are  opened  on  the  16ih,  that  good  sport  will  be  had 
with  roaih,  perch,  pike,  and  bream. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  coarse  fish  angling  season  opens  on  Friday  next, 
and  indications  point  to  roach,  chub,  dace,  and  barbel 
being  in  forward  condition.  Recently  the  sultry  weather 
has  had  a  moat  beneficial  effect  in  the  scouring  ordeal 
of  the  fish  named,  and  they  should  provide  sport  as  eoon 
as  the  Act  enables  anglers  to  pursue  their  favourite 
pastime.  Caddis  grubs — the  best  bait  for  early  season 
use— are  most  difficult  to  obtain,  and  yearly  the  supply 
seems  to  grow  more  scarce.  No  salmon  have  so  far  been 
caught  in  the  river,  and  not  much  sport  of  late  has  been 
enjoyed  on  the  tributaries  with  the  various  kinds  of 
bottom  bait.  The  Wellington  Society's  annual  banquet 
was,  as  usual,  a  great  success.  A  full  report,  I  take  it, 
appears  elsewhere. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  of  the  finest 
possible  description,  and,  as  a  natural  result,  anglers  have 
been  out  in  large  numbers.  The  best  sport  has  been 
obtained  early  in  the  mornings  and  during  the  evenings, 
the  latter  portion  of  the  day  having  been  very  popular  and 
successful.  In  the  Derwent  anglers  have  obtained  a  good 
deal  of  satisfactory  sport,  the  Darley  Dale  Club  waters 
hav  ng  been  patronised  by  fly  fishers  in  great  numbers. 
Some  capital  fish  have  been  secured,  principally  by  means 
of  the  Yellow  and  Ash  Dun  flies.  In  the  Matlock  Bridge 
district,  too,  the  sport  has  been  of  a  gratifying  character. 
Bottom  anglers  have  not  fared  so  well  since  the  Derwent 
and  the  W>e  lost  their  discolouration,  but  still,  some  really 
good  fish  have  been  caught  by  means  of  worms.  At 
Uromford  bottom  fishers  have  fared  better  during  the 
evenings.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  fished 
much  better  than  formerly,  and  pond  anglers  have 
also  done  very  well  during  the  evenings,  fly  fishers 
accounting  for  a  lot  of  heavy  fish.  The  Amber  has  been 
fished  by  large  numbers  of  Sheffielders,  &c.,  who  have 
accounted  for  some  excellent  fish  at  Wingtield.  Locally 
the  reservoir  anglers  have  obtained  the  best  results,  the 
reservoir  at  Damflaek  having  yielded  some  big  fish,  which 


succumbed  to  the  allurements  of  maggots.  At  Stours 
Bridge  and  Bradfield  fishing  has  been  fully  up  to  expecta- 
tions, a  lot  of  heavy  fish  having  been  killed.  The  upper 
reaches  of  the  Sheaf  have  come  in  for  considerable  atten- 
tion, with  the  result  that  some  fairly  satisfactory  takes 
have  been  made  above  Beauchief ,  the  river  between  that 
beautiful  village  and  Sheffield  hardly  being  worth  the 
trouble  of  fishing  this  season.  The  vast  numbers  of  Shef- 
field anglers  are  looking  forward  with  a  good  deal  of 
pleasurable  anticipation  to  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season,  and  the  two  associations  are  busy  com- 
pleting the  arrangements  for  the  season.  Both 
societies  have  secured  valuable  fishing  rights  in  Lincoln- 
shire and  other  places,  but,  unfortunately,  there  is  some 
dispute  between  them  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  a 
portion  of  the  North  Level  Drain,  Tydd,  and  another 
piece  of  water  in  the  Idle,  near  Thorne.  It  is 
sincerely  to  be  hop(-d  that  some  means  will  be  found  of 
amicably  settling  the  differences,  as  they  will  find  it  rather 
expensive  if  they  take  the  matter  into  the  law  courts, 
which  they  seem  disposed  to  do.  I  am  glid  to  see  that 
both  societies  are  going  to  endeavour  to  stop  the  wholesale 
slaughter  of  small  fish,  which  has  been  a  bad  blot  on  the 
fair  name  of  SheSiald  anglers  for  several  yea'-s. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  excessively  hot  this  week,  and  baa 
proanced  a  marked  eff-'ct  on  vegetation.  Flies  are  hatch- 
in?  out  in  large  quantities.  The  Orle  and  the  Hawthorne 
are  on  the  water  very  tbiikly,  and  since  Monday  there  has 
been  a  good  show  of  Drakes  in  some  districts,  in  others 
not  one  to  be  seen.  I  have  seen  two  dishes  of  fine  trout 
taken  from  a  well-known  stream  with  the  Green  Drake, 
but  the  fi:<h  wouldn't  look  at  the  artificial  fly.  On  the 
Teme  the  Silver  Twist,  Yellow  Dun,  Orle,  and  Spinners 
have  been  killing,  and  the  fis-h  have  come  at  them  better, 
but  I  have  heard  of  no  big  takes  ;  five  and  a  half  brace  is 
the  most  I  know  of,  but,  no  doubt,  heavier  takes  have  been 
had  higher  up  the  stream.  A  brace  or  two  of  grayling 
were  hooked,  I  am  told,  and  they  are  said  to  be  in 
wonderful  condition  for  the  time  of  year.  I  presume  they 
were  returned  to  the  water.  Several  gentlemen  have  been 
fishing  club  waters,  and  have  had  excellent  sport  with  fly 
and  maggot.  No  game  fish  taken  in  the  Severn  in  this 
district,  but  hundreds  have  been  fishing  for  coarse 
fish,  and  the  slaughter  has  been  great.  Most  of 
the  club  members  are  looking  forward  to  the  16th  inst. , 
and  are  anxious  to  have  some  sport.  Several  clubs 
have  arranged  their  several  contests,  which  will  be 
more  numerous  than  usual ;  Severn,  Teme,  and  the  Avon 
will  be  well  patronised,  and  we  trust  sport  will  be  good. 
The  Worcester  and  District  United  Angling  Association 
held  a  very  important  committee  meeting  on  Saturday 
evening  last  at  the  Turk's  Head  Inn,  Lowesmore.  In  the 
absence  throusrh  illness  of  the  president,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs, 
the  vice-president,  Mr.  W,  B  idges,  occuoied  the  chair. 
The  meeting  was  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  rules  of 
the  association,  which  were  objected  to  by  some  as  not 
being  definite  enough  and  binding  on  any  club  that  liked 
to  take  coarse  fish  during  the  close  season,  two  of  the 
clubs,  who  look  upon  themselves  as  the  most  aristocratic 
clubs  of  the  city,  wishing  to  retain  that  privilege.  The 
matter  was  hotly  debated,  but  a  new  rule  proposed  by  Mr. 
A.  Glover,  providing  for  the  thorough  protection  of  game 
fish  and  coarse  fish  during  their  respective  close  seasons, 
and  also  against  the  taking  of  immature  fish,  was  put  to 
the  meeting  and  carried  by  a  large  majority.  Other 
important  alterations  and  additions  were  made  to  the  rules 
which  we  trust  will  tend  to  the  better  working  of  the 
association.  Two  new  clubs  are  about  joining  the  district 
association. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  reports  from  the  riverside  stations  at  the  end  of  last 
week  were  more  encouraging  than  they  had  been  for  some 
time,  for  the  wintry  conditions  which  so  sadly  marred  the 
prospects  at  Whitsuntide  had  given  way  under  the  genial 
warmth  of  early  summer.  The  rivers  were  rapidly 
running  down,  and  fly  fishers  had  every  reason  to  indulge 
their  brightest  hopes  and  anticipations.  Favourite 
angling  resorts  have  yielded  gratifying  sport.  Some  record 
experiences  are  reported  from  the  Rye  and  Riccall,  in  the 
Helmeley  district.  On  the  Severn,  roundabout  Sinning:on, 
trout  have  risen  to  the  fly  in  all  directions,  and  good  baskets 
have  been  taken  by  skilled  anglers.  On  the  Nidd  waters  fly 
fishing  has  been  more  successful  in  the  evening.  Minnow 
on  up-stream  fishing  has  been  fairly  satisfactory.  The 
Wharfe  has  continued  in  capital  condition  for  fly  fishing, 
and  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  secured,  the  fish 
including  several  very  fine  specimens.  Maggots  and  the 
worm  have  taken  fairly  well  on  the  Otley  lengths.  The 
Ure  has  yielded  some  nice  panniers  of  trout.  On  the 
Ripon  lengths  the  water  has  been  in  good  order  for  the 
Oreepar,  and  as  the  hot  weather  advanced  the  Stone  Fly 
became  available.  In  the  lower  reaches  at  Hawes  good  fish 
have  been  hooked.  Both  here  and  at  Leyburn  fly  fishers 
have  had  the  best  sport  in  the  early  morning  and  in  the 
evening.  Trout  fishers  have  landed  a  good  number  of  fish, 
though  mostly  small  ic  size.  The  river  has  run  low  and 
somewhat  stagnant,  and  anglers  have  been  hoping  for  rain. 
Several  fresh  lua  salmon  and  Silmon  trout  have  been 
awaiting  flood  in  order  to  ascend  the  upper  reschea. 
Coarse  fishing  opens  shortly,  and  it  may  be  remarked 
that  several  Yorkshire  rivers  provide  excellent  sport  with 
bait.  Grayling  promise  good  sport ;  both  this  fish  and 
trout  have  done  well  this  year  on  the  Wharfe  and  the 
Ure. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Oo.)  now 
pabliehed  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  CATAI.OOUE  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  ladian  Qovernment  Publications  can  be  had  an 
application. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
H.  P.  Satlock.— The  fly  sent  with  the  May  Fly  is  an 
Alder. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE  RIVER  WANDLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Wandle  fishermen  will  be  grateful  to  you 
for  dmwinz  public  attention  to  the  lamentable  destruction 
of  fish  which  is  going  on. 

I  sent  you,  on  Monday,  two  nice  fish  found  on  Saturday 
evening,  done  to  death  by  the  noxious  poison  which  is 
being  sent  down  the  river.  The  first,  a  7oz.  fish,  I  took 
out  with  my  landing  net,  at  Hackbridge,  about  300  yards 
below  the  junction  of  the  Croydon  and  Carshalton  branches, 
and  I  saw  two  others  about  the  same  size  lying  a  few  yards 
away.  The  other  fish,  of  (5oz.,  was  taken  from  Mr. 
Denyer's  water,  the  lessee  of  the  third  mill  on  the 
Carshalton  branch,  which  locates  the  pollution  to  within, 
say,  350  yards  of  the  ponds  in  the  centre  of  the  village. 
This  _  should  materially  assist  the  Carshalton  Urban 
District  Council  in  fixing  the  responsibility  for  the  pollution 
in  the  right  quarter. 

Mr.  Frost,  the  owner  of  the  next  mill  below  Mr. 
Denyer's,  told  me  last  evening  that  he  had  a  large  fish  of 
between  31b.  and  41b.  lying  dead  in  his  mill-head,  which 
proves  that  the  pollution  is  worse  than  was  thought  at 
first,  and  I  hear  reports  of  many  other  smaller  fish  having 
been  seen  in  various  parts  of  the  stream  further  down. — 
Yours  faithfully,  T.  Bowatbr  Vernon, 

The  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
8,  Arundel- street.  Strand. 

TO  CATCH  SQUIDS,  CRAYFISH,  AND  DORIES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  Francis 
Howse.  When  bothered  with  squids,  or  requiring  them 
for  bait,  proceed  as  follows  : 

Get  a  stick,  from  a  yard  long  upwards,  according  to  the 
freeboard  of  boat  one  is  fishing  from.  A  fairly  stout 
willow  wand  is  as  good  as  anything.  To  the  small  end  of 
this  lash  three  hooks,  about  whitiog  size,  back  to  back, 
forming  a  rough  triangle,  points  outward.  Haul  up  your 
squid  carefully,  having  your  hook  arrangement  all  ready 
for  him,  and  just  as  or  before  the  squid  lets  go  make  a 
sudden  snatch  upwards  from  below  the  squid,  and  you 
generally  hook  bun.  Do  not  attempt  to  lift  him  into  the 
boat  at  once,  for  the  indignant  squid  is  a  most  expert 
marksman  and  will  send  a  shower  of  ink  into  your  face, 
but  keep  dipping  him  in  and  out  of  the  water,  when  he 
will  soon  exhaust  his  ink-bag.    Then  lift  him  aboard. 

Another  plan  is  to  have  two  short  bits  of  line,  say,  a 
foot  long,  with  smallish  triangles  attached,  hitched  on  to 
the  main  line,  to  hang  about  a  foot  below  the  baited  hook. 
When  the  squid  lets  go  of  the  upper  baited  hook  he 
generally  falls  foul  of  the  lower  ones. 

Either  plan  is  very  good,  but  I  prefer  the  stick  and  hook 
one.  The  Cornishmen  call  it  a  cuttle  drag.  The  second, 
however,  is  the  best  if  you  come  across  a  big  crayfish. 
These  chaps  are  very  like  a  large  lobster,  only  have  no 
big  claws,  but  long  sprawling  legs.  The  crayfish  holds  on 
to  the  bait  much  as  the  squid  does,  and  lets  go  in  the  same 
manner when  he  generally  gets  the  lower  hooks  twisted 
round  his  long  legs  and  rather  shabby  claws.  A  crayfish 
is  worth  having,  for  there  are  pounds  of  meat  in  a  big  one, 
and  though  not  quite  so  good  as  a  lobster,  the  flesh  being 
coarser  and  harder,  he  makes  a  rare  curry. 

Again,  you  may  get  aware  of  a  dory  cruising  round  the 
boat.  If  he  won't  take  your  bait,  a  small  chad  will  be  sure 
to  do  the  trick.  You  take  a  piece  of  line  and  hitch  it 
round  just  above  the  chad's  tail,  using  no  hook  whatever, 
but  lead  enough  to  sink  him.  The  dory  promptly 
swallows  the  chad — anyhow,  gets  him  well  into  his  throat. 
Up  goes  the  chad's  perch-like  back  fin,  and  this  sticks  in 
master  dory's  throat.  Hauling  steadily  on  the  line,  as 
soon  as  the  dory  is  within  reach,  stand  by  with  the  gaff  or 
landing  net,  and  welcome  him  aboard.  These  few  hints 
are  from  practical  experience  in  Cornwall. — Yours  truly, 

  W.  8.  BUDDICOM. 


CAMPING  OUT  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  oblige  me 
by  giving  me  a  little  information  about  a  camping-out 
fishing  excursion,  which  a  friend  and  I  are  contemp'ating 
this  summer?  For  preference  we  would  go  to  Ireland,  if 
a  fairly  cheap  pafsige  could  be  got.  Sea  trout  and  brown 
trout  fishing  in  an  exceedingly  thinly  populated  district — 
"  far  from  the  madding  crowd."  We  would  like  to  pitch 
our  tent  near  a  farmhouse,  and  be  supplied  with  such 
plain  fare  as  we  need  by  the  farmer.  We  would  not  be 
fastidious  with  regard  to  the  previsions,  providing  every- 
thing was  clean.  A  moderate  cost  would  be  a  sine  quCt, 
non.  The  fishing  would  have  to  be  free,  or  obtainable  at  a 
small  charge. — Yours  truly,         R.  Bowen  Roberts. 


FISHING  AT  SOUTHEND. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  R  C.  Graham,  C.E. 
(B  8.A.S.),  in  your  last  issue  protests  against  the  South- 
end pier  extension  being  closed  to  anglers.  That  is  a 
matter  for  the  pier  authorities,  and  his  protest  would  have 
been  equally  effectual  and  in  better  taste  had  his  caustic 
remarks  regarding  the  other  visitors  to  the  pier  been 
omitted.  He  might  have  allowed  the  pier  authorities  to 
have  been  the  best  judges  of  "what  he  styles"  a 
nuisance.  He  says  that  members  of  the  6.8.A.S. 
deserve  some  consideration  ?  Where  do  their  especial 
claims  come  in  ?  They  ought  not  to  fare  better  than  other 


anglers,  but  have  the  same  consideration  meted  out  to 
them  as  they  recently  gave  to  the  working-men  anglers. 

What  lucky  Southend  Pier  anglers  they  must  be  who 
are  fortunate  enough  to  fill  their  larders,  and  so  save  their 
butchers'  bills  ?  The  pier  authorities  would  have  a  bad 
time  financially  if  they  had  to  depend  upon  B.S.A.S. 
members. 

I  am  sure  the  "  East  End  aristocracy  "  he  mentions  so 
unkindly  will  not  mind  his  absence,  and  he  can  avoid  con- 
tact by  taking  a  boat.  It  is  said  that  some  people  fancy 
the  world  was  made  for  them  alone.  Cannot  "  R.  C.  G." 
find  a  little  pleasure  in  seeing  others  happy? — Yours 
faithfully,  Charles  Nutkins 
  (Good  Intent  A  S.) 

FISHING  AT  TBIGNMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  a  subscriber  to  your  valuable 
paper  for  some  years,  and  the  unfailing  courtesy  of  your- 
self and  readers  in  supplying  any  information  is  fully 
recognised  and  appreciated  amongst  fishermen. 

I  am  going  to  Teignmouth  the  last  two  weeks  in  August, 
and  should  be  glad  to  find  out  if  there  is  any  decent  fish- 
ing to  be  obtained  from  the  shore  and  pier  (including 
bass).  At  the  same  time  any  information  as  to  respect- 
able lodgings  (which  must  be  moderate)  for  wife  and  self 
would  be  much  appreciated. 

If  you  are  a  stranger  to  the  part,  no  doubt  some  of  your 
numerous  contributors  could  supply  me  with  particulars. — 
Yours  truly,    J.  B.  Reed. 

FISHING  AT  NEWQUAY,  CORNWALL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  kindness  if  you,  or 
any  of  your  numerous  readers,  can  give  me  any  informa- 
tion concerning  the  pollack,  bass,  and  mackerel  fishing, 
during  the  summer  months,  at  this  station. 

I  much  prefer  rod  fishing  with  artificial  or  natural  bait, 
from  rocks,  jetties,  &c.,  than  from  a  boat. — Yours  truly, 
  ,  Rod  and  Line. 

FISHING  AT  Co.  DONEGAL. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  anyone  who  has  fished  in  Co.  Donegal 
be  go  )d  enough  to  answer  the  following  questions  : 

1.  Can  one  obtain  really  good  white  and  brown  trout 
fishing  in  August  in  stream  and  lake  ? 

2.  Are  plain,  but  clean,  quarters  (board  and  lodging) 
obtainable  at  really  moderate  rates  ? 

3.  Is  the  fishing  free ;  if  leave  is  necessary,  from  whom 
is  it  obtainable  ? 

4.  Is  a  bicjcle  of  any  use  as  a  means  of  getting  about  ? 
I  shall  be  grateful  for  any  o^her  information. — Yours 
faithfully,  •    Subaltern. 

KILLARNEY  LAKES. 

Dear  Sir,-^I  notice  Mr.  W.  Graham's  letter  re  the 
best  killiog  flies.  I  inclose  you  two  dozen  patterns  on  eyed 
hooks.  The  hackle  flies  I  find  most  killing  when  the  Green 
Drake  makes  its  appearance  on  or  about  the  first  week  in 
June,  sometimes  a  little  earlier,  according  to  state  of 
weather.  The  other  patterns  are  the  usual  standard  flies, 
and  are  made  by  Mr.  McCarthy,  the  practical  angler,  of 
thirty  years'  experience  on  the  Killarney  Lakes  and  rivers. 
No.  1,  Orange  Grouse;  2,  Green  Grouse;  3,  Green 
Partridge  ;  4,  Black  and  Orange ;  5,  March  Brown ;  C, 
Claret;  7,  Zulu;  8,  Alder;  9,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Red  Tag; 
10,  Blue  Black;  11,  Black  Palmer;  12,  Blue  and  Yellow 
Tag,  which  is  also  a  very  killing  pattern  on  Caragh  and 
Waterville,  more  especially  on  the  Waterville  river. 

You  can  judge  for  yourself,  Mr.  Editor,  whether  these 
flies  are  well  made  or  not.  However,  I  have  killed  more 
trout,  accompanying  gentlemeu  fiehing  on  Killarney  Lakes, 
than  any  other  angler  who  fished  there.  I  kept  an  account 
of  one  year's  take  for  seventy  days'  fishing,  and  I  find  it 
amounts  to  1888  trout.  They  were  all  brown  trout. 
Perhaps  a  few  of  the  largest  would  only  weigh  21b.,  as 
most  of  the  larger  trout  are  taken  with  spoon  or  Devon 
minnow  or  the  natural  minnow.  I  have  read  Mr.  Mark 
Bench's  account  of  the  fishing  and  his  killing  flies,  made  by 
Mr.W.  Haynes,of  Cork  Nodoubt  they  are  good  flies, and 
from  a  most  reliable  tackle  maker.  One  would  do  worse 
than  give  Mr.  Haynes  a  trial  when  coming  to  Killarney  or 
Waterville ;  but,  kind  reader,  I  want  you  to  know  Tim 
McCarthy  is  not  dead  yet,  and  he  continues  to  hold  his 
own  against  any  other  who  may  use  any  other  flies  for 
Killarney  or  Waterville. 

If  the  Killarney  Asscoiation  would  take  up  the  question 
of  Lord  Howth,  and  agitate  for  a  Royal  Commission,  and 
see  that  they  get  it,  and  do  away  with  the  net  fishing  on  the 
lakes  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  it  would  prevent 
the  killing  of  the  goose  that  laid  the  golden  egg.  The  fish 
taken,  more  especially  in  July,  are  brown  salmon,  and  are 
not  fit  for  market,  as  they  only  fetch  a  few  pence  per  lb. 
Now  is  the  time  to  approach  Lord  Kenmare  and  the  other 
proprietors  of  the  upper  waters  and  ask  them  to  give  up 
netting  during  these  two  months,  and  they  will  improve 
the  fishing  very  loon,  and  unless  that  is  done  the  fishing 
will  be  worse  every  year.  We  want  a  Royal  Commission 
to  have  a  sworn  inquiry  into  each  district,  and  see 
how  the  fi-hiiigs  are  managed,  more  especially  on  the 
Killarn.-y  No.  7  district,  which  is  netted  to  death,  and 
not  a  spawning  fish  left  to  run  the  river  in  winter  months 
owing  to  the  late  fishing  by  those  nets,  of  190ydB.  long, 
with  200tds.  of  rope  at  each  side,  more  or  less,  according 
to  the  different  hauling  grounds,  which  are  thirty-six  in 
number  on  the  Killarney  Lakes. 

I  ask  you,  sir,  do  we  want  our  fishery  looked  after  ? 
I  say  we  do,  and  I  am  prepared  to  give  correct  evidence 
of  the  different  modes  of  netting,  as  I  have  ten  years' 
experience  on  the  lakes  during  my  time,  also  many 
years  at  the  different  other  kinds  of  fishing ;  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  upper  waters  are  to  blame  for  the  great 
failure  of  Killarney  Lakes  and  its  fishing.  I  must  say 
that  the  Messrs.  H.  A.  Herbert,  of  Muclkross,  were  the 
only  proprietors  who  ever  made  the  slightest  move  to 


improve  the  Killarney  fishing,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  they 
are  not  there  now  to  improve  it,  worse  luck  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Killarney,  where  over  seventy  fishermen 
and  boatmen,  who  got  a  respectable  living  in  days  gone  by, 
are  now  idle  for  want  of  employment,  although  we  still 
hold  the  mountains  and  lakes,  but  the  fish  are  all  gone. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  my  native  town  so  much  neglected  by 
way  of  depriving  the  inhabitants  of  from  £200  to  £300  a 
year,  which  would  be  gladly  spent  by  the  English  angler, 
who  spends  his  money  freely  when  he  is  encouraged  by  a 
little  sport ;  but  it  is  really  too  bad  to  have  the  far-famed 
Lakes  of  Killarney  so  much  neglected  as  they  are  owing 
to  the  over-netting,  although  several  inquiries  were  held 
into  the  matter,  and  all  wound  up  in  the  usual  bottle  of 
smoke.  Hoping,  kind  readers,  to  see  the  hon.  gentleman. 
Lord  Howth,  at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  his  kind  inquiry 
towards  helping  the  fishing  of  Ireland,  which  may  soon 
take  place.  Wishing  him  every  success,  and  more  power 
to  his  arm, — I  remain,  yours  sincerely, 

T.  McCarthy 
(Practioal  Angler,  late  of  Killarney,  now  at 
Waterville,  Kerry). 
[The  flies  sent  by  Tim  McCarthy  are  lake  flies  on  eyed 
hooks  (Pennell  pattern),  and  are  very  good  patterns. 
Among  them  we  notice  the  Worm  Fly,  which  the  late 
Mr.  Wm.  Black  considered  very  killing  for  trout. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  LIMERICK. 

Sir, — I  have  recently  spent  a  very  pleagmt  trouting 
holiday  in  Limerick,  aud  as  many  of  your  readers  are 
about  this  time  wondering  where  they  will  wet  their  lines 
this  season,  I  thought  a  few  hints  might  be  acceptable  to 
such  as  have  not  yet  made  up  their  minds 

I  have  often  mentally  wondered  why  Limerick  as  a 
fishing  centre  is  not  better  known  to  the  English  angling 
fraternity,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fault 
lies  with  hotel  proprietors  and  other  caterers  who  neglect 
to  advertise  the  incomparable  advantages  of  their  city  in 
your  columns,  as  is  done  in  places  not  having  a  tithe  of  the 
attractions,  from  a  fisherman's  point  of  view,  which 
Limerick  enjoys. 

Leaving  aside  the  Shannon,  which  needs  no  advertise- 
ment, but  which  it  may  be  said  in  passing  should  be 
fished  from  a  boat,  there  are  numerous  streams  which 
contain  abundance  of  trout,  are  within  easy  reach  of  the 
city  by  rail  or  road,  and  quite  free  to  the  man  who  does 
not  care  to  sit  in  a  boat  all  day  on  a  lake,  but  wants  to 
enjoy  his  holiday  in  the  true  Waltonian  sense. 

Of  these  streams  the  Hulcaire  is  perhaps  the  best, 
although  I  have  done  much  better  on  less  pretentious 
rivers  in  the  neighbourhood.  In  nearly  all  the  dry  fly 
enthusiast  will  find  ample  scope  for  his  skill,  and  the  clear 
water  worm  fisher  will  be  delighted  with  some  of  them, 
particularly  the  Newport  river. 

The  grilse  run  is  now  on  in  the  Shannon  tributaries,  but 
a  licence  of  £1  is  necessary. 

The  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western  Railway  are  in 
touch  with  most  of  the  streams,  and  I  am  in  a  position  to 
state  that  they  will  grant  special  facilities  to  anglers 
making  Limerick  their  headquarters.  This  railway  is  also 
in  touch  with  the  many  beauty  spots  and  health  resorts  of 
the  S.W.  and  W.  of  Ireland,  and  any  inquiry  addressed  to 
the  courteous  manager  at  Limerick,  or  the  London  agent 
at  2,  Charing  Cross,  will  elicit  a  prompt  reply  and  full 
information. 

Hotel  accommodation  is  cheap  and  good.  At  Mrs. 
McCarthy's,  Upper  Cecil-street,  the  charges  are  6s.  6d.  a 
day,  or  353.  a  week ;  and  at  Geary's  Hotel,  Thomas- 
street,  30s.  to  358.  weekly. 

Another  place  I  visited  was  Listowel,  beautifully  situated 
on  the  Feale,  a  grand  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  river,  in 
addition  to  which  the  Gale  and  the  Inverlagh  are  famous 
for  their  trouting  capabilities.  The  tariff  for  anglers  at 
the  Listowel  Arms  Hotel  is  653.  a  week,  or  50s.  if  stopping 
for  four  weeks. 

Should  any  brother  angler  desire  further  information,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  enable  him  to  enjoy  a 
thoroughly  good  time  in  the  city  of  the  violated  treaty 
and  neighbourhood. — Yours  truly,  J.  B. 


SEATON  (DEVONS). 
Dear  Sir,— I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
acquainted  vrith  this  place  would  kindly  say  what  fly 
fishing  is  to  be  had  by  a  visitor,  and  if  not  free,  can 
weekly  tickets  be  purchased  ? — Yours  truly,         H.  B. 


TROUT  WITH  MUDDY  FLAVOUR. 
Dear  Sir,— J?e  Mr.  W.  Clements,  in  your  last  week|s 
paper,  and  how  to  remove  muddy  flavour  in  trout.  Split 
open  and  take  the  backbone  out,  and  fry^  the  fish  as  you 
would  a  sole,  but  dredge  them  slightly  with  brown  sugar, 
and  salt  when  partly  done. — Yours  truly,  Hertford. 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  BEN  ABRAHAMS. 
Dear  Sir, — We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  follow- 
ing sums  with  thanks : 

£  8.  d. 

Amounts  previously  received    ...       ...    2  14  6 

Elgin  Angling  Society    0  10  6 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  A.S.    0   5  0 

Clapham  Junction  AS   0   2  6 

B.  Buxton  Head  (Allason  United  Bros.)  0  2  6 
J.  J.  U.  Clarke  (Allason  United  Bros.)   0   2  6 

A.  P.  Parker    0  10 

Duke  of  Norfolk  A.S  0   5  0 

Trustees :  J.  W.  Harris  (Western  District  Visiting 
Officer);  G.  Bence  (secretary  Jubilee  A.S).  Secretary: 
E.  Jackson  (chairman  Allason  United  Bros.  A.8.),  2, 
Bnlmer-plaoe,  Netting  Hill-gate,  W.,  where  all  com- 
munications are  to  be  addressed. 

Several  letters  vmavoidahly  held  over. 
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SOME  REMARKS  ON  THE 
ARTICLE  ENTITLED  "RESTORATION 
OF  SALMON  RIVERS." 


The  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  29  last  contained 
an  article  by  "  J.  W.  W  ,"  prompted  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston'a  article  of  "  The  Thames  as  a  Salmon 
River,"  which  appeared  in  the  Nineteenth  Century 
Magazine,  also  of  April  last. 

"  J.  W.  W.,"  referring  to  "  many  of  the  succese- 
fnl  attempts  to  deal  with  salmonless  riyers  in  past 
years,"  cites  as  a  case  in  point  the  introduction 
of  salmon  into  the  streams  entering  Loch  Shin, 
described  by  "Ephemera,"  on  p.  172  et  serf  in  his 
"  Book  of  the  Salmon,"  and  which  "J.  W.  W." 
says  "was  written  by  Mr.  Andrew  Young,  of 
Invershin,  at  that  time  manager  of  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland's  fishings  "  there. 

In  order  to  be  exact,  I  am  afraid  this  is  not, 
for  more  reasons  than  one,  literally  correct. 
,  "  J.  W.  W.'s  "  second  paragraph  of  his  article, 
from  "  Loch  Shin,  a  piece  of  water,"  &c.,  to  the 
•nd,  although  nearly  verbatim,  is  not  "  quoted,"  I 
presume  V^ecause  he  has  made  one  or  two  correc- 
tions of  the  text  from  "Ephemera."  One  of 
these  clearly,  I  think,  stamps  the  author- 
ship upon  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  especially  where 
describes  Loch  Shin  as  about  twenty-one 


miles  "  by  fourteen."  "  J.  W.  W."  corrects 
this  to  "  about  twenty-one  miles  by  a  half 
to  four  miles  broad."  Lyall's  "  Sportsman's 
Guide "  says  the  loch  is  "  some  sixteen 
miles  long  by  about  a  mile  broad."  It  would  be 
more  correct,  I  think,  to  say  eighteen  miles  long 
by  less  than  the  average  of  a  mile  broad.  No 
part,  indeed,  of  the  loch  is  more  than  a  mile 
broad,  and  for  a  considerable  distance  towards  its 
northera  end  it  narrows  very  considerably.  But 
a  further  reason  against  Mr.  Andrew  Young's 
authorship  of  the  paragraph  is  that  the  language 
is  not  only  the  language  of  "  Ephemera,"  but  that 
Mr.  Andi-ew  Young  had  never  been  able  to  put 
his  observations  and  experiments  in  regard  to  the 
salmon  in  writing.  This  was  done  for  him  by  Mr. 
WiUiam  Young,  parish  schoolmaster  at  Lairg  at 
the  time  (whether  a  relative  or  not  cannot  be 
said) ;  and  well,  I  think  it  should  be  said,  did  he 
perform  his  task,  as  the  copious  extracts  from 
Mr.  Andrew  Young's  pamphlet  show  throughout 
"  Ephemera's "  "  Book  of  the  Salmon."  No 
doubt,  however,  the  information  in  regard  to  this 
paragraph  had  been  given  by  Mr.  Andrew  Young 
to  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  on  the  occasion  of  his  month's 
stay  at  Invershin,  in  the  summer  of  1849,  of 
which  "  Ephemera  "  tells  his  readers. 

The  amazing  part,  however,  of  this  altogether 
amazing  par  is  that  wherein  "  Ephemera  "  says  .- 
"  The  loch  itself  has  four  feeders,  middling-sized 
rivers,  viz.,  the  TeiTy,  Fiack  (should  be  Flag), 
Garvie,  and  Ourry,  in  which,  previously  to  the 
year  1836,  not  a  salmon  was  ever  seen."  Of  the 
conveyance,  think,  in  that  year  before  the  spawn- 
ing season  of  salmon  from  the  river  Shin,  of  the 
success  attending  their  introduction,  and  then  we 
are  told  in  "  Ephemera's  "  most  picturesque  style 
in  the  last  sentence  of  the  par,  that,  "  Being 
nubile  to  perform  the  nuptial  rights,  which  they 
do  where  their  forefathers  begot  them,  and  so  they 
go  on  increasing  and  multiplying  in  colonies 
heretofore  tenantless  of  salmon,  ever  since  volcanic 
action  called  from  the  '  vasty  deep '  the  moun- 
tains and  rivers  of  Northern  Caledonia." 

Well,  all  this  is,  to  say  the  least,  Lntei-esting 
reading.  But  is  it  true  P  There's  the  rub ! 
"  J.  W.  W."  evidently  believes  it  is,  because  imme- 
diately after  he  says :  "  The  influence  from  the 
above  is  that  salmon,  although  they  enter  a  lake, 
will  not  go  further  into  the  streams  beyond, 
unless  they  have  been  reared  there,  but  drop  back 
to  spawn  in  the  main  river." 

Well,  this  completely  upsets  all  preconceived 
knowledge  of  the  prevailing  instinctive  pro- 
clivities, no  less  than  the  marvellous  powers, 
possessed  by  the  Salnwnidse  in  surmounting 
difficulties  well  nigh  incredible  in  order  to  ascend 
for  procreative  purposes  to  the  utmost  bounds  of 
the  waters  inhabited  by  them.  I  will,  with  your 
kind  permission,  revert  to  this  part  of  the  subject 
further  on. 

It  may  here  now  be  stated  that  none  of  the 
streams  referred  to  possess  any  barrier  to  the 
free  access  of  these  migratory  fish  to  their  utmost 
sources.  That,  however,  there  was  a  dearth  of 
these  fish  therein  at  the  period  above  indicated 
was  undoubtedly  too  true. 

In  this  regard  there  hangs  a  tale  which  is  no 
less  interesting  than  true. 

The  burden  of  Mr.  Marston's  able  article, 
already  referred  to,  about  the  exclusion  of  salmon 
from  the  Thames  carries  with  it  the  story  of  rank 
pollution. 

It  is  difficult  to  realise  that  many  of  the 
streams  frequented  by  the  Sahno  migratory 
species  in  the  far  off  county  of  Sutherland  should 
have  been  subjected  to  a  like  catastrophe,  both 
before  and  after  the  periods  referred  to  by 
"  Ephemera,"  and,  therefore,  by  no  means  to  the 
reasons  adduced  by  him  that  the  Terry,  Flag, 
&c.,  salmon  were  introduced  there  by  Mr.  Andrew 
Young,  which  had  been,  in  the  picturesque 
language  of  "  Ephemera,"  "  heretofore  tenantless 
of  salmon,  ever  since  volcanic  action  called  from 
the  '  vasty  deep '  the  mountains  and  rivers  of 
Northern  Caledonia." 

The  story  of  this  pollution  needs  now  to  be 
recorded;  and  it  will  not,  I  think,  be  without 
interest  as  a  chapter,  for  the  time  being,  of  the 
life  histoi-y  upon  innumerable  streams  throughout 
the  county  of  the  Sutherland  Salmonidx. 

About  the  year  1818  a  great  economic  change 
had  been  brought  into  operation  in  the  depopula- 
tion of  the  various  straths  throughout  the  county 
of  Sutherland,  of  the  cottars  who  had  occupied 


them  from  time  immemorial,  in  order  to  make 
way  for  the  introduction  of  sheep.  These  straths, 
with  their  contiguous  high  lands,  were  then 
parcelled  out  into  large  sheep  farms,  which  then 
became  the  staple  industry  of  the  county  Though 
for  many  years  all  this  brought  great  prosperity 
to  the  county,  and  large  fortunes  to  those  more 
immediately  identified  therewith,  unfortuna*^*>ly,  in 
the  interests  and  well-being  of  the  Sa,lmonid;p.,  this 
new  order  of  things  had  a  very  disastrous  eftVct. 

In  order  the  better  'to  withstand  the  rigours  of 
winter,  each  sheep  had  to  be  "  smeared  "  with  all 
sorts  of  vile  and  e'dl-smelling  and,  at  the  same 
time,  poisonous  ingredients.  At  first  grease  and 
Stockholm  tar  formed  the  principal  substances 
used,  but  as  time  went  on  patented  articles  of  all 
descriptions  came  to  be  used,  each  more  evil 
smelling  and  poisonous  than  the  other.  In  the 
early  summer,  before  the  sheep  were  fleeced  they 
were  washed  at  convenient  spots  in  the  various 
streams  upon  the  farm.  Generally  the  water  was 
impounded,  in  order  to  form  a  dam,  the  better  to 
facilitate  the  work  of  the  shepherds  in  the 
cleansing  of  the  sheep.  But  unfortunately  the 
cleansing  of  them  but  added  to  the  pollution  of 
the  other,  and  -with  such  effect — each  farm  having 
its  thousands  of  sheep — that  every  living  thing 
in  each  stream  so  used,  below  where  the 
operation  had  been  conducted,  was  killed  out- 
right. The  early  summer  being  the  time 
when  the  "  sheep  washing,"  as  it  is  termed,  is 
carried  on,  is  the  period  of  all  others  the 
very  worst  for  the  young  fish  inhabiting  the 
streams,  as  the  latter  are  then  at  their  smallest 
dimensions  and  the  former — a  few  months  old — 
the  more  susceptible  to  injury  and  irreparable 
damage.  The  Terry,  running  as  it  did  through 
the  large  sheep  farm  of  Shiness,  was  from  year 
to  year  used  for  the  above  purpose.  So  also,  I 
believe,  was  the  Fiag.  Is  it,  therefore,  to  be 
wondered  that  these  streams  were,  while  those 
operations  were  conducted  upon  them,  "tenantless 
of  salmon,"  although  certainly  not  "ever  since 
volcanic  action  called  from  the  'vasty  deep  '  the 
mountains  and  rivers  of  Northern  Caledonia  ?  " 

The  Garvie  referred  to  is  the  connecting  link 
between  Loch  Shin  and  Loch  Griam ;  and  Loch 
Morkland  is  in  communication  with  the  latter  by 
another  stream.  This  chain  of  lochs  extends  to 
within  a  few  miles  of  Loch  More,  whose  waters, 
with  Loch  Stack,  empty  through  the  river  Laxford 
into  the  Atlantic.  The  Curry  runs  into  Loch 
Shin  at  its  north-western  end. 

The  period  of  the  visit  of  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  to 
Mr.  Andrew  Young,  at  Invershin,  in  the  summer 
of  1849,  registered  the  high  water  mark  of  Suther- 
land sheep  farming  production  and  success. 
Begun  about  the  year  1820,  it  was  prosecuted 
'with  great  success  up  to  the  year  1870,  that  is,  for 
a  period  of  about  fifty  years.  But  about  then 
commenced  the  importation  of  mutton  and  wool 
from  our  Australasian  colonies  and  other 
countries,  which  has  gone  on  increasing  to  such 
an  extent  that  sheep  farming  in  Sutherland  became 
no  longer  the  paying  business  of  its  previous 
years  of  prosperity.  That  class  of  farming  had, 
therefore,  to  be,  to  a  very  large  extent,  abandoned. 

Possibly  it  might  therefore  be  inferred  that 
the  comparative  cessation  of  the  sheep  farming 
interests  in  the  county  would  have  proved 
disastrous  both  to  landlord  as  well  as  tenant. 
This  expectation,  however,  as  regards  the  land- 
lord has,  so  far  as  his  interests  are  concemed,  not 
only  not  been  realised,  but  it  is  a  fact  that  at  the 
present  moment  rents  greatly  in  excess  of  any- 
thing that  has  ever  been  received  in  respect  of 
sheep  farms  are  now  obtained  for  the  fish  of  its 
waters  and  the  grouse  and  deer  of  its  lands. 

I  would  now  again  revert  to  "J.  W.  W.'s'' 
inference  that  "  salmon,  although  they  enter  a 
lake,  will  not  go  further  into  the  streams  beyond 
unless  they  have  been  reared  there,  but  drop  back 
to  spawn  in  the  main  river." 

With  all  respect,  I  would  state  my  belief  that, 
given  pure  water  and  not  insurmountable 
obstacles,  there  is  no  reverine  system  in  the 
kingdom  frequented  by  the  SaJmonidx  through- 
out which,  from  exit  to  source,  they  -svill  not  in 
their  due  season  be  found.  Given,  further,  the 
above  conditions,  I  would  therefore  state  my 
belief  that  "  heretofore  tenantless  of  salmon  "  is 
entirely  without  the  range  of  practical  applica- 
tion. The  marvellous  attributes  of  the  genus 
Sahno  the  more  excite  our  wonder  at  the  holes 
and  comers  to  which  they  will  penetrate  when 
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tbe  claims  of  the  propagation  of  their  species 
acutely  fall  upon  them. 

As  to  the  salmon  which  "  drop  back  to  spawn 
in  the  main  river,"  I  am  afraid  that  in  regard  to 
those  salmon  that  would  embark  upon  such  a 
cause  in  the  great  majority  of  the  Sutherland 
main  rivers  rather  than  into  the  feeders  of  their 
lochs,  it  would  be  largely  equivalent  to  their  per- 
formance of  "  The  Hari-kari ;  or,  the  Happy 
Dispatch." 

The  majority  of  the  main  rivers  are  not  only 
unique  as  regards  their  falls,  but  also  for  the 
impetuosity  and  shortness  of  their  runs — from 
three  to  five  miles — from  their  great  lacustrine 
sources  to  their  salt  water  exits.  The  Brora, 
Shin,  Cassley,  Oykel,  Inver,  and  Kirkaig  have  all 
got  their  falls,  the  last  are  insurmountable.  It  is 
in  the  feeders  of  those  great  lakes  from  which 
every  one  of  the  Sutherland  main  rivers  proceed, 
which  are,  I  think,  the  true  breeding  grounds  of 
the  Salmonidse.  W.  B. 


RESTORATION  OF  SALMON  RIVERS. 


The  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  in  his  excellent 
work  on  "  Fish  Culture,"  gives  several  instances 
of  the  successful  restoration  or  development  of 
salmon  fisheries.  Here  is  what  he  says  in  regard 
to  the  development  of  the  Galway  Fishery. 
"  The  first  of  any  note  in  Ireland,  perhaps,  was  at 
Outerard,  near  Galway,  in  1852.  The  Galway 
river  is  the  channel  through  which  Loughs  Mask 
and  Corrib,  two  enormous  lakes  containing  a  vast 
area  of  water,  discharge  themselves  into  the  sea. 
The  fishery  of  this  river  belongs  to  Mr.  Ashworth. 
In  1852,  finding  the  stock  had  been  terribly 
reduced  from  a  variety  of  causes,  he  established  a 
breeding  place  at  Outerard,  in  a  small  tributary 
stream.  Here  twenty  boxes  were  laid  down,  after 
the  plan  subsequently  adopted  at  Stormontfield. 
The  plan  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Rams- 
bottom.  These  boxes  were  stocked  with  about 
40,000  ova,  which  in  due  time  came  to  per- 
fection. Subsequently,  owing  partly  to  the 
opening  of  a  wide  Queen's-gap  in  the  weir,  Mr. 
Ashworth's  fishery  multiplied  itself  in  value 
manifold,  and  he  cast  about,  adding  a  still  larger 
area  to  the  field  of  his  operations.  Lough  Mask, 
which  discharges  into  Lough  Corrib,  is  separated 
from  it  by  a  very  rugged  channel  and  a  lofty, 
impassable  fall ;  consequently,  although  Lough 
Corrib  abounded  in  salmon,  none  had  ever  been 
seen  in  Lough  Mask.  Moreover,  the  many 
gi-avelly  tributaries,  which  salmon  love  to  spawn 
in,  rather  discharged  themselves  into  the  upper 
part  of  Lough  Mask,  which  again  receives  the 
waters  of  one  or  two  smaller  lakes,  than  into 
Lough  Corrib ;  and  as  the  capabilities  of  produc- 
tion of  a  fishery  are  bounded  by  the  area  of  its 
spawning  beds,  this  proved  a  serious  check  to  the 
further  increase  of  productiveness  in  the  fishery. 
Undaunted  by  difficulties,  however,  Mr.  Ashworth 
set  to  work,  ameliorated  the  stream,  put  salmon 
stairs  to  the  impassable  fall,  and  stocked 
the  head  of  Lough  Mask  with  half  a  million 
of  salmon  ova."  These  operations  were  at- 
tended with  great  success,  and  a  largely  in- 
creased return  gathered  from  the  outlay.  It  is 
worth  noting  that  Mr.  Ashworth  did  not  wait  for 
salmon  to  some  day  find  their  way  up  the  new 
pass  and  through  the  upper  lake  to  the  spawning 
grounds,  but  planted  a  stock  in  those  upper, 
heretofore,  barren  acres  of  gravelly  rearing 
ground,  just  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the 
feeders  of  Loch  Shin,  before  mentioned. 

Stormontfield  on  the  Tat. 
Mr.  Francis's  description :  "  The  operations 
here  were  commenced  in  1853,  at  the  instance  of 
Dr.  Esdaile  and  Mr.  Ashworth.  A  slope  from  a 
mill  lake,  parallel  with,  and  16ft.  above  the  Tay, 
was  chosen.  Three  hundred  boxes  were  laid  down 
in  twenty-five  rows,  each  box  partly  filled  with 
clean  gravel,  protected  at  each  end  by  perforated 
zinc.  Filtering  beds  were  formed  at  the  head  and 
foot  of  each  row,  and  the  boxes  charged  with 
300,000  ova  by  Dec.  23.  On  March  31, 1854,  the  first 
ova  were  hatched.  A  pond  had  been  provided  for 
the  fry.  This  pond  was  223ft.  long  by  112ft.  in  the 
broadest  part.  It  was  subsequently  found  to  be 
far  too  small.  By  June  most  of  the  fry  were  in 
the  pond,  and  about  IJin.  long.  There  they  were 
fed  with  boiled  liver  daily.  The  year  following, 
on  May  24,  a  large  portion  of  them,  having 


assumed  the  smolt  scale,  left  the  pond  for  the 
sea,  an  equally  large  number  remaining  behind, 
and  showing  no  disposition  to  assume  the 
migratory  dress  of  the  smolt.  Many  of  the 
smolts  which  then  migrated  were  marked  by 
cutting  off  the  adipose  fin,  and  a  large  number  of 
them  were  retaken,  ascending  the  river  again,  at 
various  periods  up  to  August,  in  the  form  of  grilse 
and  varying  in  weight  from  61b.  to  91b.,* 
according  to  the  time  they  had  remained  in 
salt  water.  It  was  thought  that  the  singular 
fact  of  some  fry  remaining  in  the  river 
for  two  or  three,  and  others  only  one  year, 
might  be  the  result  of  some  carelessness  in 
conducting  the  experiment,  by  using  grilse  and 
salmon  indiscriminately ;  but  subsequent  attempts 
have  shown  that  it  was  not  so,  as  during  the  last 
season  the  spawn  was  taken  only  from  the  best 
and  healthiest  full-grown  salmon,  no  grilse  being 
used,  and  the  result  has  been  precisely  the  same 
as  formerly,  so  that  this  curious  problem  in  the 
natural  history  of  the  salmon  still  remains  to  be 
solved.  From  1853  to  1862  the  boxes  were  stocked 
five  separate  times.  One  of  these  (1854)  proved  a 
failure.  It  was  found  better  to  stock  the  boxes 
only  alternate  years,  owing  to  the  limited  accom- 
modation for  the  fry."  Much  benefit  must  have 
ensued  from  these  operations  to  the  Tay  fisheries 
generally.  The  Stormontfield  pond,  and  others 
that  were  subsequently  constructed,  are  now 
annually  stocked  with  fry,  for  rearing  purposes, 
from  the  excellent  Dupplin  Hatchery,  on  the  Earn. 
The  capacity  of  that  hatchery  is  570,000,  and  it  is 
annually  filled  (floods  permitting)  mainly  with  ova 
from  Tay  fish  netted  at  the  Almond  Mouth  Pool, 
about  a  mile  above  Perth;  sometimes  a  few 
thousands  from  the  Earn,  near  Dupplin  Dam.  We 
believe  that  much  good  would  be  done  to  the  Tay 
district  if  it  were  made  a  rule  to,  at  any  rate,  half 
fill  this  hatchery  with  ova  taken  from  the  early 
running  breed  of  fish,  which  will  not  be  found  in 
October  and  November  in  the  Almond  Mouth 
Pool,  but  in  the  pools  of  the  Dochart,  Lyon,  and 
other  head  waters  of  Loch  Tay.  That  would  be 
about  250,000,  fiUing  up  all  available  space  from 
the  later  fish.  Certainly  someone  in  authority  on 
the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  must  hold  the  same 
opinion,  as  a  good  lot  of  ova  were  got  from 
the  far-up  waters  of  the  Dee  this  last  season  to 
stock  their  hatchery.  Mr.  James  Grant,  of  Glen 
Grant,  in  his  answers  to  the  questions  sent  by 
the  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  Scotland,  published  in 
Ninth  Annual  Report,  Salmon  Fisheries,  Scotland, 
pp.  37-38,  states,  "  that  heavy  autum  n  fish  only  pro- 
duce their  own  kind;"  again,  in  speaking  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond's  hatchery  near  the  sea,  he 
says,  "He  will  breed  from  the  late  run  fish.  This 
is  a  mistake.  They  will  breed  fish  of  like  habits  to 
themselves."  Capt.  Dunbar  Brander,  owner  and 
lessee  of  the  Lossie  and  coast  fishings,  agrees  with 
Mr.  Grant  about  the  mistake  of  breeding  from 
autumn  fish.  He  says,  "  1  think  we  make  a  mistake 
in  killing  every  fish  we  can  till  the  end  of  August, 
and  trusting  that  a7i  autumn  fish,  whose  migratory 
instincts  does  not  bring  him  into  the  river  till 
September  or  October,  will  breed  the  fish  we  want, 
namely,  spring  and  summer  fish.  Like  begets  like. 
I  have  a  letter  from  Darwin,  and  also  Dr.  Gunther, 
British  Museum,  both  saying  that,  reasoning  from 
analogy,  it  is  most  unlikely  that  a  salmon  would 
breed  young  ones  with  a  different  migratory  instinct 
from  itself.  So  far  as  our  rivers  are  concerned,  if 
this  held  true,  all  the  autumn  fish  are  useless. 
They  might  breed  fish  that  would  coast  along  and 
be  caught  in  the  sea,  but  not  fish  to  enter  the 
rivers  in  spring  or  summer  "  (save  in  the  grilse 
stage). 

About  the  end  of  August,  1890,  an  inquiry  was 
held  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne  into  the  state  of  affairs 
on  the  Tyne  by  the  then  Chief  Inspector  of 
Fisheries,  Mr.  A.  D.  Berrington.  This  inquiiy 
arose  from  a  petition  by  the  net  men  for  an 
extension  of  the  netting  season  till  Sept.  15.  The 
evidence  given  went  to  prove  that  in  about  twenty 
years  the  yield  of  the  river  and  coast  netting  had 
fallen  from  129,000  to  23,000  fish.  The  length  of 
coast  in  the  Tyne  district  is  only  about  twenty 
miles.  The  season  begins  on  Feb.  1,  and  licenses 
used  to  be  taken  out  freely  in  that  month  and 
March ;  now  hardly  any  are  taken  till  May  and 
June.  J.  W.  Wheldon. 

(To  be  continued.) 


*  Query,  might  not  various  fiahery  owners  have  simi- 
larly marked  smolts  in  previous  years  P 


OPENING  OF  THE  COARSE  FISHING 
SEASON. 


Despite  the  important  consideration  given  just 
now  to  the  stocking  of  our  rivers  and  lakes  with 
game  fish ;  in  spite  of  the  undoubted  increase  in 
the  number  of  fishers  for  salmon  and  trout;  and 
as  a  conclusive  answer  to  those  who  would  wish  to 
oust  coarse  fish  in  favour  of  game  fish  wherever 
possible,  coarse  fishing  remains  as  popular  as  ever, 
and  the  advent  of  June  16  finds  the  great  and 
ever  increasing  army  of  coarse  fishermen  eager 
and  ready  for  the  fray.  Rods,  reels,  lines,  tackle 
books,  boxes,  and  baskets  have  all  been  over- 
hauled, and,  with  the  approval  of  the  skilled 
owner,  are  declared  to  be  fit  and  ready  to  respond 
to  the  plunge  of  aldermanic  roach,  big  bream,  or 
barbel,  and  the  numerous  other  species  of  fish 
dear  to  the  heart  of  the  coarse  fisherman. 

The  great  love  the  coarse  fisherman  has  for  his 
sport  is  as  remarkable  as  it  is  instnictive.  With 
the  opportunity  at  hand  for  the  pursuit  of  the 
lordly  salmon,  the  bright  spotted  trout,  or  the 
queenly  grayling,  he  prefers  the  more  humble 
quarry,  and  in  many  cases  cannot  realise  wherein 
lies  the  attraction  of  angling  for  the  former  fish. 
It  is  not  for  want  of  skill  that  he  abstains  from 
indulging  in  the  pursuit  of  game  fish,  neither  is 
it  incidence  of  locale.  Skill — remarkable  skill — he 
has  to  a  certainty,  and  often  in  game  fish  districts 
he  will  travel  farther  afield  in  pursuit  of  his 
favourite  quarry.  The  coarse  fisherman  is  born 
even  as  is  the  artist,  the  sculptor,  or  the  musician. 

With  the  advanced  education  of  coarse  fish,  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  anglers,  the 
closing  of  some  waters,  and  the  restrictions  on 
others,  to  say  nothing  of  the  vagaries  of  water 
companies  and  other  authorities  who  seem  de- 
lighted only  when  they  are  "  tapping "  or 
polluting  rivers  and  streams  most  unmercifully, 
the  coarse  fisherman's  chance  of  success  would 
seem  to  become  year  by  year  smaller  and  beauti- 
fully less.  But  he  has  risen  to  the  occasion  in  a 
most  praiseworthy  manner,  and  his  basket  is  still 
quite  sufficiently  heavy  when  the  season's  average 
is  considered.  Finer  tackle  and  more  skilful 
manipulation  of  it  assist  him  materially,  while 
formidable  difficulties  are  successfully  combated 
by  the  extension,  through  the  kindness  and  enter- 
prise of  the  several  railway  companies,  of  the 
privilege  ticket  system,  by  which  means  fresh 
fields  and  pastures  new  may  be  economically 
visited.  These  privileges  are  obtained  through 
the  several  associations  at  such  centres  as  London, 
Manchester,  and  Birmingham,  and  to  the  excel- 
lent organisation  of  these  associations  is  due  the 
existing  facilities  for  sport,  no  less  than  the  stock 
of  fish  available  to  the  angler.  The  increased 
skill  in  his  art  has  done  the  rest,  and  so,  for  the 
twenty-second  year,  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  to 
announce  that,  taken  all  round,  prospects  of  sport 
in  the  world  of  coarse  fishing  are  favourable  for 
the  opening  season. 

Dealing  first  with  the  extensive  and  important 
waters,  reached  by  means  of  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company,  which  company  has  certainly 
shown  great  consideration  for  the  requirements 
of  the  angler,  and  whose  series  of  privilege  tickets 
covers  an  enormous  variety  of  most  excellent 
fishing  quarters,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  map 
published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week,  and 
reproduced  this  week,  gives  at  a  glance  the  easiest 
and  best  methods  of  reaching  the  new  stations  in 
the  district  of  famous  broads  and  rivers  of  Nor- 
folk, and  the  prolific  waters  of  Cambridgeshire, 
Huntingdonshire,  Essex,  and  Suffolk.  Accom- 
panying the  map  is  a  list  of  the  whole  of  the 
stations  available  to  London  anglers  by  privilege 
tickets,  together  with  the  fares,  distances,  &c. 

Some  Angling  Stations  on  the  Gkeat 
Eastern  Railway. 

St.  Neots. — An  omnibus  plying  from  the  Cross 
Keys  Hotel  meets  the  trains.  Fare  6d.  The  two 
principal  inns  pati-onised  by  anglers  are  the  Half 
Moon  and  the  Angel.  Mr.  Nash,  of  the  former 
inn,  will  give  every  information  necessary  to 
anglers  re  swims,  baits,  &c.,  and  they  cannot  do 
better  than  put  up  at  his  hostelry.  The  water  is 
free  from  Eaton  Mills  to  the  mouth  of  the  pretty 
sinuous  little  Kym  or  Weston  river,  which  flows 
into  the  Ouse  about  one  mile  below  St.  Neots.  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Nash  has  permission  to  fish  from 
several  fields,  where  the  general  public  can  only 
fish  from  a  boat.    I  mention  this  in  passing. 
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because  after  walking  along  the  Ouse  for  miles, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  apart  from 
mill  pools,  backwaters,  locks,  staunches,  &c., 
weeds  are  so  thick  near  the  side  a  novice  would 
have  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  swims  to 
enable  him  to  fish  from  the  bank  in  many  places 
with  much  chance  of  success.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  recommend  anglers,  and  more 
particularly  strangers,  to  call  on  Mr.  Nash,  and 
if  he  happens  to  be  absent  or  engaged,  then 
the  next  best  thing  is  to  hire  a  boat  and  fish  as 
quietly  and  as  far  off  as  possible,  with  a  float  and 
tackle,  in  the  clear  runs  between  the  weeds,  or 
allow  the  bait  to  float  just  above  the  weeds, 
where  they  are  not  too  thick  or  too  near  the 
surface.  I  think  before  ground-baiting  with  so 
many  grains  and  lobs  one  should  be  certain  that 
the  bream  are  there,  or  from  one  to  thi-ee  pecks 
of  fresh  grains  may  be  thrown  in  by  the  thought- 
less angler,  and  there  allowed  to  turn  bad, 
rot,  and  become  a  fetid  mass  which  no  fish  in  its 
senses,  I  should  imagine,  would  approach.  There 
is  a  good  swim  for  bream  by  the  brewery  wall ; 
the  angler  will  see  a  ring  to  which  he  can  tie  his 
boat,  and  on  the  opposite  or  left  side  the 
"  Warren  "  swim,  situated  just  before  one  gets 
to  the  first  clump  of  trees  growing  close  to  the 
water's  edge,  downstream.  Anglers  preferring 
to  fish  frc.:i  the  bank  for  roach  and  bream,  &c., 
can  do  so  at  various  places  in  the  three  miles  of 
free  water. 

Great  Paxton.. — This  charming  village  is  only 
three  miles  north  from  St.  Neots,  on  the 
main  road  to  Godmanchester  and  Huntingdon. 
On  arriving  at  Offord,  on  the  Great  Northern 
Railway,  one  can  either  be  taken  back  to  Great 
Paxton  by  a  conveyance  specially  sent  by  that 
well-known  angler,  Mr.  W.  Backer,  who  resides 
at  Great  Paxton ;  or,  if  the  angler  prefers  to 
walk,  he  must  go  through  Offord  Cluny  and 
Offord  D'Arcy,  two  remarkable,  old-fashioned, 
straggling,  yet  clean-looking  villages,  into  the 
high  road  running  between  St.  Neots  and 
Huntingdor;,  and  so  on,  a  distance  of  two  and  a 
quarter  miles,  to  Great  Paxton.  It  is  open, 
pleasant,  and  singularly  hiUy  for  Huntingdon- 
shire. Letters  addressed  to  Mr.  W.  Duoker, 
Great  Paxton,  Hunts.,  will  receive  attention. 
Little  Paxton  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  exactly  opposite  Wray 
House  Island  and  the  picturesque  Wray  House 
Ferry.  Mr.  Ducker  has  pennission  to  fish  in 
the  river  a  distance  of  three  miles,  a  splendid 
fishery  little  fished,  and  pike,  perch,  bream, 
chub,  and  roach  abound,  also  rudd.  Mr.  Ducker 
can  direct  the  angler  to  numerous  swims, 
and  one  can  find  a  variety  of  swims  for  either 
boat  or  bank  fishing,  many  of  which  are  not  only 
free  from  weeds  but  possess  a  clean,  gravelly,  or 
rocky  bottom,  which  chub  much  affect.  Good 
chub  are  often  taken  under  the  thick  overhanging 
willows  of  the  old  rushy  island ;  in  fact,  the 
bottom  is  so  hard  in  places  that  it  is  impossible 
to  make  the  slightest  impression  upon  it  with  a 
rypeck.  Fine  rudd  may  sometimes  be  caught 
with  a  brandling  worm  by  allowing  the  boat  to 
glide  down  very  gently,  securing  it  quickly, 
sitting  as  still  as  a  statue,  and  allowing  the  float 
to  glide  down,  say,  4yd8.  or  Syds.,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  some  anglers  will  not  understand  fish 
take  little  notice  of  a  boat ;  in  fact,  my  experience 
is  several  fish,  perch  in  particular,  rather  like  to 
shelter  near  it.  Ducker's  Pool  is  just  above  Mr. 
Mackrill's  Pool,  and  the  angler  should  give  them 
both  a  trial,  and  not  forget  that  when  bream  are 
on  the  feed  in  the  Ouse  they  often  prefer  either 
the  tails  or  heads  of  big  lob  worms  to  brandlings. 
All  comers  can  fish  in  the  two  fields  from  the 
reeds,  and  good  roach  and  bream  are  often  taken 
in  these  secluded  and  still  swims  ground-baiting 
as  quietly  as  possible.  Anglers  patronising  Mr. 
Ducker  will  find  him  an  angler  of  great  and  varied 
experience,  who  knows  every  foot  of  water  and 
when  and  where  fish  are  most  likely  to  be  caught. 
I  may  just  add  that  in  a  low,  clear,  bright  water 
it  is  only  a  waste  of  time  to  use  anything  but  the 
finest  taickle  for  pike  downwards  in  the  Ouse. 
Baits,  creed  wheat  and  white  paste  for  roach,  lobs 
and  small  brandlings  for  bream.  Anglers  should 
write  and  find  out  if  the  fish  they  are  after  are  on 
the  feed  Vjefore  going  to  the  Ouse.  Dragnet. 

"Next  week  the  fishing  at  Holywell  Ferry, 
Huntingdon  and  St  Ives,  will  be  briefly  touched 
upon.  Also  other  stations  on  various  railways 
which  grant  privilege  tickets]. 


PROSPECTING. 


On  the  day  set  apart  for  the  official  celebration 
of  her  Majesty's  birthday,  in  company  with  two 
friends,  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  traverse  three 
miles  of  the  Colne,  at  Rickmansworth,  to  enjoy 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  the  riverside  at  its  best, 
and  to  note  the  prospects  of  sport  at  the  re- 
opening of  the  general  angling  season. 

One  of  my  companions  had  been  bom  and 
reared  on  the  banks  of  the  Wiltshire  Avon,  where 
he  had  been  well  grounded  in  the  more  elementary 
stages  of  angling,  and  where,  by  the  way,  he  had 
frequently  seen  the  great  W.  G.  Grace  ardently 
following  the  sport  of  gentle  Izaak  during  the 
season  when  temporarily  released  from  the  sway 
of  King  WiUow. 

This  Wiltshire  friend  of  mine,  at  any  rate, 
looked  upon  all  he  saw  in  our  walk  with  the  eye 
of  an  angler,  and,  therefore,  understood  my  own 
enthusiasm.  My  other  friend,  although  quite 
appreciating,  as  he  could  hardly  fail  to  do,  the 
numberless  natural  beauties  of  field  and  river 
disclosed  during  the  day,  was  not  an  angler,  and 
consequently  his  enjoyment  was  not  so  full  as 
ours,  and  his  views  on  angling  were  strangely  at 
variance  with  the  generally  accepted  canons  of 
the  craft,  as  exemplified  in  somewhat  humorous 
fashion  by  the  following  incident : 

We  had  leisurely  surveyed  the  whole  of  the  long 
length  of  society  water  to  which  we  had  access, 
and,  in  the  afternoon,  rested  on  a  rustic  seat 
beneath  a  spreading  oak  by  the  side  of  a  weir 
pool,  in  which  a  fellow-member  endeavoured  to 
entice  a  trout  to  accept  his  delicately  fashioned 
and  dexterously  cast  fly. 

The  trout  were  there,  and  could  be  seen  in 
goodly  numbers ;  but  with  characteristic  perver- 
sity they  did  not  choose  to  rise  to  order,  and  the 
angler's  careful  casting  was  so  long  continued 
without  reward  that  my  non-angling  friend  began 
to  regard  the  patient  man's  efforts  as  some  sort  of 
gymnastics  or  drill  for  the  benefit  of  health,  and 
we  other  two  had  abandoned  hope  of  seeing  a  fish 
taken,  when,  whirr !  rang  out  from  the  angler's 
reel,  and  we  awoke  to  the  fact  that  the  unexpected 
had  happened  in  the  hooking  of  a  good  fish. 
Then  followed  as  pretty  a  piece  of  work  as  could 
possibly  have  been  witnessed.  The  fish  was 
strong  and  plucky,  and  for  a  long  time,  without 
showing  himself,  took  advantage  of  the  many 
eddies  of  the  weir  pool  in  determined  efforts  to 
free  himself,  calling  into  play  all  the  angler's 
skill,  and  giving  many  a  graceful  curve  to  the 
slender  fly  rod.  At  last,  after  many  nervous 
rushes  away  from  the  net,  he  is  landed  at  our  feet 
— a  brilliantly  spangled,  well-fed  trout,  well  over 
a  pound  in  weight,  but  not  up  to  the  society's 
standard  of  sixteen  inches  in  length ;  and  there- 
fore he  is  carefully  unhooked  and  replaced  in  the 
pool — much  to  the  astonishment  of  my  friend 
who  had  never  fished  for  anything. 

"  Well,"  said  he,  "  you  anglers  puzzle  me. 
Here  a  man  has  spent  the  whole  afternoon  in  try- 
ing to  get  a  fish,  and  at  last  he  gets  a  good  one — 
just  such  a  one  as  I  could  eat  for  breakfast, 
and — then  he  actually  puts  its  back  again 
in  the  river ! "  Those  were  his  words,  but 
they  cannot  convey  the  bewilderment  ex- 
pressed in  his  countenance  as  he  uttered 
them.  Tet  he  is  a  man  not  by  any  means  insen- 
sible to  the  ethics  of  many  other  forms  of  sport. 
He  understands  why  foxes  are  not  hunted  all  the 
year  round;  and  why  partridge  or  pheasant 
shooting  is  deferred  or  wholly  refrained  from  after 
a  bad  breeding  season.  But  there  on  Colne-side 
he  could  only  see  the  good  angler's  toil  wasted, 
and  the  good  eatable  fish  lost.  I  realised  that 
before  he  could  be  made  to  understand  our  pre- 
cautionary measures  to  obtain  a  good  head  of 
trout,  he  would  have  to  be  made  an  angler  ;  and 
that  would  have  been  too  heavy  an  undertaking 
on  that  gloriously  sunny,  drowsy  afternoon. 

Now,  as  to  the  prospects  of  sport  at  the  re- 
opening of  the  general  angling  season.  Judging 
from  observation  on  that  holiday  jaunt,  I  doubt 
whether  any  fish  but  trout  and  dace  will  be  really 
fit  to  take  ;  for  other  fly-fishing  friends  of  mine, 
on  the  same  day,  caught  chub  which  were  very 
rough  and  limp ;  and  I  and  my  two  friends,  in 
our  long  walk,  commencing  at  the  weedy,  but 
well-stocked  canal,  past  the  point  where  it  is 
joined  by  the  Oolne,  and  where  "  Stead  the  Cure," 
a  music  hall  and  angling  celebrity  of  former  days. 


made  many  heavy  bags  of  roach — past  shallows 
and  deeps,  until  reaching  the  extreme  boundary 
of  the  society's  water,  and  back  again  on  the 
opposite  side — we  saw  bream  that  were  grey  from 
lack  of  condition,  and  roach  that  had  not  spawned. 
The  Colne,  I  admit,  is  a  somewhat  late  river ;  but 
in  spite  of  sunny  days,  the  excessively  cold  nights 
of  the  last  few  weeks  are  sure  to  have  retarded 
the  spawning  and  recovery  of  fish  in  many  other 
waters. 

Before  the  Mundella  Acts  were  thought  of,  and 
when  angling  was  practically  permitted  all  the 
year  round,  it  was  the  rule  with  many  good 
anglers  I  have  heard  of  to  make  experimental 
excursions  about  this  season  to  various  fishing 
stations,  and  to  bring  back  just  enough  fish  to 
decide  on  their  forwardness  or  otherwise,  and  thus 
to  judge  when  it  would  be  sportsmanlike  to  com- 
mence fishing  in  earnest.  But  the  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  anglers  since  those  days  haa 
necessitated  a  Parliamentary  and  arbitrary  en- 
forcement of  fence  months,  which  has  mainly 
served  to  illustrate  the  vanity  of  any  human 
efforts  to  treat  Dame  Nature  as  a  cast  iron 
automaton.  One  good  solution  of  the  difficulty 
would  be  to  parcel  out  the  covmtry  into  separate 
fishery  districts  under  boards  holding  power  to  fix 
and  enforce  close  times  suitable  to  each  district 
and  each  season;  acting,  in  fact,  upon  the 
principles  which  guided  the  old  time  anglers  just 
referred  to. 

At  present  the  law  says  that  on  June  16  we  may 
go  out  and  fish  ;  and  .conveniently  disregarding 
Mr.  Bumble's  opinion  of  the  law,  we  shall  all  go 
out  on  that  day,  or  very  soon  after.  I  know  I 
shall.  And  then  arises  the  question — Where  to 
go,  and  what  to  fish  for  ?  Well,  after  looking  at 
that  long  list  of  stations  available  to  anglers  by 
privilege  ticket,  and  the  accompanying  Great 
Eastern  map,  which  appeared  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette,  I  confess  to  some  doubt  and 
hesitation,  for  all  the  places  mentioned  are  so 
good,  and,  whichever  I  may  decide  upon,  I  shaU. 
most  likely  think  afterwards  I  might  have  done 
better  at  another.  Anglers  of  the  old  times  had 
no  such  doubts  or  regrets,  their  choice  was  too 
limited  to  be  embarrassing. 

Taking  into  account  the  recent  spell  of  cold 
nights,  still  water  fishing  for  such  fish  as  bream, 
carp,  or  tench  should  be  deferred  for  some  weeks ; 
for  those  fish  are  likely  to  be  more  backward 
than  usual  this  season.  On  more  freely  moving 
waters,  such  as  the  rivers  Arun  and  Rother,  a 
few  better-conditioned  fish  of  those  classes  ai-e 
likely  to  be  met  with,  and  the  sight  of  the  West 
Sussex  scenery  alone  will  make  amends  for  many 
an  empty  bag. 

Next  to  the  more  exclusively  trout  fishing 
waters,  such  as  the  Test,  Chess,  Darenth  and 
Kennett — the  Lark,  the  Cam,  and  the  Little  Ouse 
are  all  likely  rivers  for  sport  just  now ;  and  all 
the  stations  nearest  to  them  have  been  rendered 
accessible  to  anglers  by  the  enterprise  of  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway. 

In  the  tidal  water  of  the  Kentish  Stour  about 
Grove  Ferry,  to  which  station  the  South  Eastern 
Railway  now  issue  angline  tickets,  and  the 
Sussex  Ouse  from  Lewes  to  Bai combe  Mills,  by 
London  Brighton  and  S.C.  privilege  tickets,  the 
angler  will  find  that  life  and  movement  in  the 
water  most  affected  just  now  by  the  fish.  Whether 
the  angler  be  successful  or  not  will  depend  largely 
on  the  skUl  and  judgment  he  employs,  and  more 
still  on  mere  luck  in  happening  on  the  spot  suit- 
able to  the  tide.  For  these  rivers,  the  bottom 
baits  most  likely  to  be  of  service  are  bright 
brandlings,  marsh  worms,  and  gentles,  in  about 
the  order  given,  and  4ft.  of  sharply  moving  or 
eddying  water  about  the  right  depth  to  fish.  I 
should  have  mentioned  that  very  respectable  fly 
fishing  for  both  dace  and  chub  is  to  be  obtained 
on  the  Sussex  Ouse  from  Hamsey  to  Barcombe 
Mills,  and  that  the  whole  of  that  river  from  a 
point  above  Lewes  upwards  is  in  the  care  of  an 
association  that  very  properly  makes  a  charge  for 
the  fishing.  The  dace  of  the  Western  Rother, 
from  Midb\u-8t  downwards,  are  famous  for  size 
and  gameness,  and  its  trout,  if  not  plentiful,  are 
of  good  size  and  quality. 

1  have  found  an  hour  or  so  past  high  water 
generally  the  best  in  tidal  waters,  irrespective  of 
season  ;  but  away  from  influence  of  tide,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  early  morning  and  from  sunset 
to  dark  are  the  most  pleasant  and  productive  to 
the  early  summer  angler,   and  caddis,  either 
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floated  or  sunk  and  drawn,  his  most  reliable  bait 
in  bright  water. 

That  is  certainly  the  lure  I  hope  to  employ  on 
my  opening  essay,  and,  if  prevented  from  starting 
at  daybreak,  I  shall  take  care  to  choose  a  spot 
near  enough  to  town  to  enable  me  to  fish  until 
darkness  stops  my  pleasure.  There  is  photo- 
graphed in  my  mind's  eye  the  very  spot  I  expect 
to  occupy.  It  is  situated  on  a  corner  of  an  osier 
bed  on  a  Thames  tributary.  The  3ft.  depth  of 
stream  runs  sharply  past  for  about  10yds.  over 
hard  gravel,  and  quite  close  to  the  bank, 
until  obstructed  by  a  half  sunken  willow,  which 
forms  an  eddy  much  favoured  by  all  sorts  of  fish, 
especially  large  dace  and  chub.  The  rough,  un- 
healthy cheven  are  not  invited  to  my  feast,  but 
the  fine,  bright,  plump  dace  will  be  very  welcome 
to  the  caddis  or  other  dainties  that  I  may  convey 
to  them  by  means  of  Nottingham  tackle.  They 
are  very  independent,  and  will  disdain  to  accept 
any  such  gifts  from  me  if  they  become  aware  of 
my  presence.  Therefore,  I  must  not  approach 
within  yards  of  their  willow-shaded  fastness,  nor 
allow  my  shadow  once  to  fall  on  the  water 
near. 

Whether  I  capture  any  of  those  dace  or  no,  I 
am  looking  forward  at  least  to  be  well  sun  baked 
during  the  day,  and  hope,  as  fervently  for  the  sake 
of  my  brother  anglers  as  for  myself,  that  no 
sneaking  east  wind  may  mar  the  last  hour  or  two 
of  our  fishing.  Clate  Kbnwal. 


POND  FISHING. 


Oh,  for  a  quiet  place  to  fish  in,  is  the  cry  of  the 
boat-troubled  angler  in  the  summer,  but  how 
many  ever  give  a  thought  to  trying  a  day's  pond 
fishing,  where  the  boats  cease  from  troubling  and 
the  angler  is  at  peace. 

Now  that  another  season  approaches  a  few 
remarks  on  pond  fishing  may  prove  acceptable. 

Those  anglers  who  cycle  are,  in  my  opinion, 
better  off  than  those  who  always  train  to  their 
destination,  as  they  have  more  opportunities  of 
discovering  new  fishing  places,  but  how  many 
when  passing  a  pond  by  the  wayside  ever  give 
one  thought  as  to  it  containing  the  long-looked- 
for  specimen,  or  at  least  some  very  good  fish. 

The  reader  will  no  doubt  see  from  the  fore- 
going remarks  that  I  am  a  cyclist,  and  many  new 
and  good  places  have  I  found  when  cycling. 

I  remember  one  day  riding  from  town  to  fish 
up  the  Thames,  when  in  passing  a  pond  I 
observed  a  slight  disturbance  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  as  though  a  pike  had  just  seized  a 
small  fish,  so,  dismounting,  I  sat  down  and 
watched  awhile.  Presently,  quite  close  by,  there 
was  a  tremendous  splash,  as  a  large  carp  rose  to 
the  surface.  This  was  quite  sufficient  for  me,  so 
putting  my  rod  together  I  commenced  fishing, 
having  baited  my  hook  with  a  nice  red  worm, 
which  I  cast  well  out  towards  the  middle  of  the 
pond.  Presently  the  float  began  to  give  un- 
mistakeable  signs  of  some  fish  nibbling  at  the 
bait.  Round  and  round  it  went,  then  bob,  bob. 
Suddenly  like  a  flash  of  lightning  it  shot  under 
the  water,  and  striking  hard,  as  I  had  a  good 
length  of  line  out,  I  was  pleased  to  find  I  had 
hooked  a  nice  fish.  Up  and  down  he  went, 
making  a  good  fight  and  trying  to  get  into  some 
weeds,  but  he  soon  had  to  give  in,  and  on  banking 
him  I  found  he  was  a  fine  tench  of  41b.  Well,  to 
cut  a  long  story  short,  I  had  no  less  than  twenty- 
three  of  them  in  five  hours,  but  they  were  none  of 
them  so  large  as  the  first  one,  although  some 
nearly  came  up  to  his  weight. 

I  always  use  a  rod  of  about  lift.,  as  I  find  this 
length  very  serviceable,  and  plenty  long  enough. 

In  pond  fishing  always  carry  a  small  weed-drag, 
as  some  ponds  will  require  it  in  making  a  clearing 
to  fish  in.  The  baits  to  be  used,  and  which  I  find 
most  taking,  are  worms,  paste,  beetles,  new 
potatoes,  sweetened  by  soaking  in  treacle  after 
being  partly  boiled,  cubes  of  bread,  and  some- 
times gentles.  The  fish  usually  to  be  found  in 
ponds  are  carp,  tench,  roach,  carp-bream,  perch, 
pike,  and  eels. 

The  tackle  should  be  of  the  lightest  description, 
as  there  is  no  stream  to  help  the  fish.  I  generally 
use  a  float  requiring  no  more  than  four  or  five 
shot.  The  gut  bottom  should  be  fine,  but  at  the 
same  time  very  strong,  as  most  ponds  are  clear, 
but  very  weedy.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
a  good  light  running  line  is  very  necessary, 


especially  if  a  large  fish  is  hooked,  such  as  a  carp, 
when,  if  you  do  not  let  him  run,  it  is  ten  to  one 
you  are  smashed  up,  which  is  most  vexatious.  It 
is  a  bad  plan  to  sit  too  near  the  water,  or  to  move 
about,  as  the  fish  are  rather  shy,  and  see  you  long 
before  you  perceive  them.  In  ground-baiting  I 
do  not  throw  large  balls  in,  as  in  Thames  fishing, 
but  place  a  small  pellet  round  the  shot  before 
casting,  and  find  this  method  a  great  assistance 
when  getting  out  my  bait,  as,  the  tackle  being  so 
light,  I  should  otherwise  never  get  far  enough 
out ;  and  I  also  think  the  gradual  dropping  of  the 
ground-bait  attracts  the  fish  better  than  throwing 
in  handfuls,  and  ensures  the  hook  being  near  the 
bait. 

Now,  as  to  the  fish.  I  will  first  deal  with  the 
tench,  which  appear  to  thrive  best  in  muddy 
ponds.  They  are  distinguished  by  the  diminutive 
size  of  the  scales,  the  body  is  short  and  thick,  the 
head  large,  with  thick  lips,  length  generally  less 
than  a  foot.  They  are  sometimes  taken  weighing 
from  41b.  to  61b.,  but  a  S^lb.  fish  should  be  pre- 
served. They  bite  very  much  like  a  bream.  Bait 
with  worms,  paste,  and  sometimes  gentles,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances. 

The  carp  is  a  splendid  fish,  and  grows  to  a 
great  size,  reaching  201b.  It  is  the  most  cautious  of 
any  fish  I  know,  and  requires  the  greatest  patience 
in  catching,  and  when  angling  for  them  it  is 
necessary  to  be  very  quiet,  or  you  will  never  get 
one.  Bait  with  sweetened  paste,  grasshopper, 
new  potatoes,  and  they  are  occasionally  taken 
with  floating  bread.  Use  a  triangle  hook.  The 
bream  I  will  not  say  much  about,  as  nearly  every 
one  who  angles  has  caught  some ;  but  as  regards 
the  hooking  of  this  fish,  I  should  like  to  point  out 
that  a  great  many  anglers  often  are  too  hasty  in 
striking ;  they  should  always  gather  in  their  slack 
line  and  wait  till  the  float  disappears  before  they 
strike,  then  raise  the  point  of  the  rod  sharply,  but 
not  too  high,  and  you  will  find  that  this  way  is 
most  effective.  Bait  with  worms,  paste,  or 
gentles.  Of  the  latter  I  prefer  five  on  the  hook,  as 
it  makes  more  show.  Roach  and  rudd  are  found 
in  some  ponds,  and  can  be  taken  with  the  same 
baits  as  in  bream  fishing. 

Pike  grow  to  a  good  size  in  ponds  well  supplied 
with  small  fish,  but  I  have  taken  some  which  had  the 
appearance  of  soda  water  bottles,  so  starved  were 
they,  there  being  only  tench  in  the  pond. 

Perch  are  occasionally  met  with,  and  are  not  so 
numerous  as  the  above-mentioned  fish,  but  if 
there  should  be  any  in  the  pond  you  are  fishing 
you  will  be  nearly  certain  to  capture  one  when 
using  a  worm  for  bait. 

Now,  if  there  is  a  boat  or  punt  on  any  lake  or 
pond,  use  it,  and  when  plumbing  the  depth  place 
a  piece  of  paste  around  the  plummet ;  by  this 
means  you  are  enabled  to  know  what  sort  of 
bottom  you  are  fishing  on.  It  was  in  this  way 
once  that  I  discovered  a  fine  gravelly  swim,  in 
which  I  took  several  fine  bream  and  roach, 
whereas  before  I  was  getting  nothing  but  small 
fry,  and  the  bottom  was  mud,  and  thick  mud, 
too. 

I  trust  that  the  reader  of  this  article  will,  if  he 
has  not  tried  pond  fishing,  do  so  this  summer ; 
and  may  he  be  as  successful  as  I  have  been. 

Kingfisher. 


MARKET  DEEPING  AS  AN  ANGLING 
RESORT. 
{Concluded  from  page  407.) 

After  leaving  the  locks  the  water  flows  over  a 
long  series  of  shallows,  which  make  any  fishing 
but  with  the  fly  impossible.  In  dry  weather  the 
mud  appears  in  places  above  the  surface.  This 
state  of  affairs  continues  till  some  distance  past 
Deeping  St.  James'  bridge. 

Opposite  Waterton  Hall  the  river  is  choked 
during  the  summer  by  mud  and  weeds.  Unfor- 
tunately the  boundary  line  between  Lincolnshire 
and  Northamptonshire  follows  the  centre  of  the 
river,  and  the  various  authorities  have  never  been 
able  to  come  to  terms  as  regards  cost  of  work. 
So  while  they  hesitate  the  river  is  gradually  silt- 
ing, until  there  is  as  fine  a  collection  of  mud  and 
weed  as  can  be  seen  for  miles  round.  From  this 
point  to  a  bend  known  as  "  Feneley's  Hole,"  is  a 
favourite  resort  for  pike ;  but  it  is  of  little  use 
trying  for  them  till  the  weeds  have  commenced  to 
decay,  but  about  October  good  sport  may  be 
expected.   My  12-pounder,  previously  mentioned. 


was  captured  here.  I  rose  early  for  four  suc- 
cessive mornings,  and  the  fourth  morning  I 
captured  him,  after  an  exciting  struggle  of  nearly 
twenty  minutes,  with  a  rotten  line  and  a  jammed 
reel,  both  borrowed.  Quite  a  crowd  gathered  to 
watch  the  fun. 

Suddenly  he  made  a  big  rush,  and  fairly  stranded 
himself  on  a  mud  bank.  I  thought  he  would  get  off 
the  tackle,  but  he  wriggled  into  deep  water  again, 
with  the  hooks  still  attached.  When  I  got  him 
to  the  side,  I  was  puzzled  to  know  how  to  land 
him,  for  a  barrier  of  mud  ran  parallel  with  the 
wall — I  was  fishing  from  the  road — with  deeper 
water  inside.  I  towed  him  along  until  I  found  an 
opening  large  enough  to  get  him  through,  and 
with  a  bit  of  easing  managed  to  negotiate  him 
into  the  water  behind  the  bank,  where  he  threw 
mud  and  water  about  in  his  struggles. 

From  that  day  certain  anglers,  whose  imagina- 
tions had  never  before  extended  beyond  a  pound 
roach  or  an  occasional  perch,  became  ardent,  and, 
judging  from  results,  successful  pike  fishers. 

But  pike  are,  or  at  least  were,  captured  by 
methods  other  than  sportsmanlike.  A  boat,  a 
large  triangle,  and  a  piece  of  stout  cord  com- 
prised the  paraphernalia  of  the  poacher.  Float- 
ing downstream  the  pike  could  be  seen  at  the 
bottom,  and  were  easily  extracted  by  means  of 
the  cord  and  triangle. 

It  is  fairly  easy  to  poach  pike  in  the  Welland 
from  a  boat  as  they  lie  with  their  heads  in  the 
weeds.  I  have  before  now  stirred  them  up  with  a 
"  sprit."  In  one  hole  I  once  counted  nearly 
twenty  fish,  and,  with  a  few  exceptions,  they 
utterly  refused  to  move  until  stirred.  I  dangled 
a  bait  against  the  jaws  of  some,  and  not  one  of 
them  would  touch  it.  I  managed,  however,  to 
capture  four  just  before  dusk  ;  but  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  they  would  not  look  at  a  bait.  From 
here  to  the  Low  Lock,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile, 
the  only  sport  obtainable  is  fly  fishing  for  roach, 
good  bags  being  often  made.  The  Low  Lock, 
however,  is,  without  doubt,  the  best  position  in 
the  river  for  the  all-round  angler.  Roach,  pike, 
eels,  bream,  and  chub  are  all  to  be  captured.  At 
this  point  the  river  passes  through  two  locks — one 
very  large,  with  an  overflow,  and  the  other  con- 
siderably smaller,  the  confluence  of  the  two 
streams  taking  place  some  little  distance 
down.  Although  fish  are  plentiful,  yet  the 
angler  should  ground-bait  if  he  wants  to 
make  a  good  catch.  It  does  not,  to  any- 
great  extent,  bring  the  fish  together,  for  they 
are  there  already,  but  it  seems  to  bring  them 
well  on  the  feed.  Whatever  the  reason,  I  have 
found  from  experience  that  gi'ound-bait  is- 
essential  to  success.  A  little  bran  and  wheat,  or 
barleymeal,  thrown  in  the  night  before  is 
sufficient.  The  large  lock,  with  the  overflow,  ifr 
much  the  deeper,  and  is  the  best  to  ground-bait. 
A  long  rod  is  an  advantage,  as  the  fish  lie  well 
out  into  the  middle. 

A  slider  float  is  useful,  as  the  water  here  i» 
about  12ft.  deep.  I  have  frequently  fished  with- 
out a  float.  If  the  current  is  gentle,  the  best 
position  to  stand  is  by  the  left  side  of  the  lock 
gate,  from  which  the  baited  spot  can  be  most 
easily  reached.  The  hook  should  be  baited  with 
a  well  scoured  lob  or  brandling,  and  the  angler 
will  probably  soon  be  rewarded  with  a  bite  from  a 
bream.  The  bream  do  not  run  large,  the  heaviest 
scaling  about  2^1b.  If  the  angler  affects  roach 
fishing,  good  sport  will  be  obtained  with  wasp 
grub.  Other  good  baits  are  paste  and  boiled 
wheat. 

I  once  saw  the  roach  rolling  over  here  by 
hundreds.  I  had  baited  for  bream,  and  had 
managed  to  secure  a  few,  but  they  were  not 
properly  on  the  feed.  Noticing  a  few  roach 
about,  I  dropped  some  ground-bait  close  to  the 
gates,  with  the  object  of  enticing  them  to  a  more 
convenient  spot,  and  succeeded  beyond  my 
expectations.  They  simply  swarmed  up,  and  I 
stood  at  the  side  of  the  lock  in  full  view  of  the 
fish,  and  commenced  to  haul  them  out.  There 
was  no  poking  their  lips  against  the  bait,  they 
opened  their  mouths  and  sucked  it  in  before 
it  reached  the  bottom.  I  kept  them  there  by  an 
occasional  handful  of  ground-bait.  Then  my 
wasp  grubs  ran  out,  quickly  followed  by  a  small 
piece  of  paste — worms  they  would  not  look  at — 
and  I  was  forced  to  pinch  pieces  of  ground-bait 
on  the  hook. 

This  continued  for  a  little  over  an  hour,  when  I 
left  off  with  something  like  thirty  good  roach, 
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ranging  from  fib.  to  l^lb.,  besides  throwing 
numbers  of  smaller  ones  in  again. 

I,  however,  reluctantly  had  to  leave  them,  but 
before  going  I  threw  in  part  of  the  ground-bait, 
treating  the  smaller  lock  to  the  remainder.  In  the 
evening  I  went  down  again,  in  company  with  a 
friend.  He  fished  one  lock  while  1  took  the 
other,  with  the  result  that  the  morning's  catch 
was  nearly  doubled.  The  largest  fish,  taken  by 
myself,  weighed  a  good  21b..  while  several  others 
ran  it  very  close.  The  total  catch  during  the  day 
amounted  to  between  eighty  and  ninety  good  fish. 
Some  few  years  ago  perch  were  fairly  plentiful 
here,  but  they  are  now  too  well  looked  after  by 
boys,  who  catch  them  with  worms.  I  remember 
seeing  about  a  dozen  of  them  among  the  stones 
below  the  overflow,  with  their  backs  out  of  the 
water.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  I  caught  two  of 
them  with  my  hand,  and  laid  hold  of  others  by 
the  tail,  but  failed  to  hold  them.  In  the  small 
lock,  if  the  angler  does  not  object  over  much  to 
slime,  and  has  a  few  hooks  which  he  does  not 
mind  spoiling,  good  fun  can  be  obtained  with 
eels.  I  can  imagine  the  scientific  angler  thinking 
such  sport  beneath  him,  but,  after  all,  eel  fishing 
is  not  to  be  despised,  and  affords  sport  when 
other  fish  are  off  the  feed.  I  have  made  splendid 
baskets  of  fish  in  the  Welland,  and  one  secret  of 
my  success  was  always  carrying  tackle  and  baits 
suitable  for  any  fish  I  came  across.  If  one  kind 
of  fish  would  not  bite,  I  often  obtained  good  sport 
with  anothei^ 

Last  summer,  before  the  roach  had  come  on  the 
feed,  my  brother  and  myself  took  twenty-one  eels 
here,  the  largest  weighing  lib.,  and  were  smashed 
two  or  three  times  by  larger  ones.  It  was  a  choic? 
between  eels  and  a  blank,  and,  after  all,  twenty- 
one  eels  were  better  than  an  empty  basket.  If  an 
angler  were  to  lay  out  his  pike  rod  about  dark, 
using  for  bait  a  lump  of  bacon,  a  small  fish,  or  a 
fledgeless  sparrow  (commonly  known  as  a  "  bare 
boblin  "),  he  would  probably  capture  at  least  one 
good-sized  eel.  At  any  rate,  I  had  a  hook  nearly 
straightened  by  one.  and  my  brother  got  a  large 
one  to  the  side,  which  then  broke  the  gut.  Of 
course,  it  was  his  own  fault,  as  he  was  using  4x 
gut.  This  hole  is  also  a  resort  of  chub,  hwt  they 
are  fearfully  shy,  and  it  requires  much  manoeuvring 
to  capture  them.  A  good  bait  is  a  bunch  of 
wasp  grubs,  crammed  on  a  hook  so  that  not  a 
particle  of  steel  is  showing. 

Pike  also  abound  here,  and  a  12-pounder  was 
Ibaptured  some  two  years  ago.  But  this  hole  has 
by  no  means  a  nlonopoly  of  pike.  The  best  spots 
are  the  larger  lock  and  some  little  distance  down, 
just  above  the  confluence  of  the  two  streams, 
'^his  latter  favourite  resort  for  pike,  and,  indeed, 
other  fish  as  well,  is  known  by  the  euphonious 
title  of  "  Nick's  Hole." 

Why  it  obtained  such  a  name  I  do  not  knew. 
At  any  rate,  it  is  a  fine  place  for  fish,  which  riin 
very  large.  After  the  confluence  of  the  two 
streams,  the  Welland  flows  in  a  long  series  of 
shallows  past  numberless  willow  holts  that  line 
one  bank  to  the  water's  edge,  the  surface  of  the 
water  being  only  disturbed  by  an  occasional  eel 
fisher  as  he  works  slowly  upstream  to  fix  his  eel 
traps  or  "  leps,"  till  it  passes  under  the  railway 
bridge.  From  here  to  the  staunch,  about  two 
miles  lower  down,  every  inch  of  water  should  be 
tried.  A  live  snap  will  be  found  as  good  as  any- 
thing, but  a  dace  mounted  on  a  Francis  flight 
runs  it  very  close.  Artificial  baits  are  of  little 
use,  as  they  sink  too  quickly,  and  foul  the  bottom. 

The  time  to  commence  pike  fishing  here  is  about 
the  end  of  September.  In  the  summer  good 
sport  may  be  had  among  the  roach  with  the  fly. 
The  association  water  extends  to  the  Kenulph 
Stone,  some  little  distance  below  the  staunch,  but 
the  fishing  practically  finishes  at  the  latter  place. 

A.  H.  Law. 


CAPTURE  OF  SQUID. 


Me.  Feancis  Howse  suggests  that  the  "  Auto- 
matic Spring  Hook  "  might  be  turned  to  account 
for  the  capture  of  squid,  and  that  the  squid  are 
often  troublesome.  I  have  fished  along  the  South 
Devon  coast  from  the  age  of  five  and  a  half  years, 
when  I  took  my  first  three  mackerel  in  Teign- 
mouth  Bay,  until  the  last  two  years,  and  was 
always  rather  than  not  pleased  with  their  vibits, 
except  in  Shoreham  Harbour,  in  Sussex,  where 
they  Eometimes  bothered  me  by  robbing  the  hook 


of  the  living  sand-eel  when  I  was  drift-line  fishing 
for  bass  on  the  flood-tide.  Depend  on  it,  the 
landing  net  is  not  the  best  implement  for  captur- 
ing squid,  as  the  squid  is  timid  as  well  as  bold, 
and  the  landing  net  makes  far  too  much  show, 
the  squid  being  easily  alarmed  by  it.  I  use  what 
I  term  the  Quocunque  Gaff,  made  out  of  four 
No.  7  Exeter  round  bend  hooks  lashed  on  to  a 
rod  the  length  of  an  ordinary  billiard  cue,  which 
makes  much  less  show  than  a  landing  net ;  and  I 
took  the  idea  from  the  three  legs  of  the  Isle  of 
Man  coat  of  arms,  preferring  four  hooks  to  the 
three  legs,  as  "  quocunque  jeceris  stabit"  (whichever 
way  you  turn  it)  this  gaff  is  very  likely  to  hook 
Mr.  Squid  if  you  strike  him  at  all  fair.  I  file  off 
the  barbs  of  the  hooks  before  lashing  them  on  to 
the  rod  end,  the  flesh  of  squid  being  so  very  tough 
that  if  the  hooks  are  not  deprived  of  their  barbs 
it  is  very  difficult  to  unhook  them — vide  p.  194 
and  p.  213  of  my  "  Sea  Fisherman,"  letter  "  0." 
Fully  sixty  years  since  I  practised  this  method  of 
catching  squid  for  bait,  taking  from  six  to  a  dozen 
in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  when  you  might  not 
always  be  able  to  see  which  way  the  point  of  a 
single  hook  gaff  was  directed. 

If  a  clove  hitch  be  taken  close  to  the  flattened 
tops  of  each  of  the  four  hooks  before  lashing 
them  to  the  rod,  it  will  be  found  quite  practicable 
to  fold  the  hooks  together,  like  closing  a  book. 
A  small  leather  bag  should  be  provided  to  receive 
these  hooks,  when  the  Tiooks  are  closed  on  each 
other.  All  fishermen  will  agree  with  Mr.  Francis 
Howse  as  to  the  importance  of  squid  for  bait.  I 
therefore  have  given  special  attention  to  squid 
.capture  at  pp.  194,  195,  and  213,  also  noticing 
the  "sucker  or  poulpe  "  (Octopus  vulgaris),  a  good 
bait,  although  not  equal  to  the  squid  or  cuttle. 
Off  B.  Salterton,  Devon,  I  often  put  out  a  conger 
line  when  the  "  blains  "  (whiting jjout)  had  finished 
supper,  and  when^  the  squid  fastened  on  the 
conger  bait  generally  caught  a  fine  squid  to  tempt 
conger  or  a  oig  pollack ;  besides  which,  if  a  fresh 
S.W.  breeze  came  up  next  day,  I  was  well  pre- 
pared for  bass  at  Ottermouth  Haven,  at  the  east 
end  of  the  beach,  where  I  used  the  leger  line. 
The  squid  will  soon  appear  along  the  south  coast 
if  the  weather  continues  warm,  and  I  advise  all 
sea  anglers  to  follow  my  lead  in  this  matter  of 
squid  capture.  I  have  taken  numbers  at  Ply- 
mouth, abreast  Smeaton's  Lighthouse,  and  on  the 
Cornish  coast.  Cornish  fishermen  use  what  they 
term  a"quiddle"  Or  "cuttle  rod" — a  T-Torked 
stick,  a  hook,  minus  the  barb,  lashed  on  to  each 
horn  of  the  fork^ 

Longmans,  Green,  and  Co.  publish  "  The  Sea 
Fisherman,"  price  6s.,  cSntaining  more  than  the 
two  editions  at  12s.  6d.  previously  published. 

J.  C.  WiLOOCKS. 


TROtJT  FISHING. 
(From  the  Teottt's  Point  of  Vibw). 

So  much  has  been  written  on  the  several 
methods  of  trout  fislyng  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  angler  on  the  bank  that  it  may  not  be  un- 
interesting (as  it  is  certainly  not  unseasonable)  to 
consider  them  from  that  of  the  fish  under  water, 
to  whom  things  are  not  nearly  so  straightforward 
as  at  first  sight  they  might  appear. 

The  natural  food  of  (or  the  bait  or  line  used 
for)  the  trout  may  be  presented  to  the  fish  in  one 
of  three  different  ways  : 

(a)  Entirely  submerged ; 

(h)  Above  the  surface  of  the  water,  as  in  the 
case  of  a  flying  insect ;  or 

(c)  Partly  submerged,  as  with  a  floating  insect, 
or  artificial  fly. 

Under  condition  (a)  matters  are  simple  enough. 
The  fish  sees  the  object  through  the  water  just  as 
we  should  do  through  the  rarer  medium  "air," 
but  more  or  less  distinctly  as  the  water  is  clear  or 
coloured. 

Under  (h)  things  are  very  different,  and  it  will 
be  shown  how  very  restricted  is  a  fish's  vision  of 
objects  which  are  above  the  surface  and  not 
touching  the  water.  Everyone  knows  that  a  stick 
held  in  water  appears  to  be  bent,  and  that  this  is 
due  to  "  refraction."  Rays  of  light  passing  from 
air  into  water  are  bent  towards  the  vertical,  and 
conversely,  those  from  objects  in  the  water  into 
air  are  bent  from  the  vertical.  The  "  index  of 
refraction  "  between  air  and  water  is  -J,  and  the 
BO-called  "  limiting  angle  "  48°  35' ;  that  is  to  say, 
any  rays  striking  the  surface  of  water  from  below 


at  an  angle  of  about  49*^  with  the  vertical  and 
upwards,  do  not  pass  into  the  air  at  all,  but  are 
vertically  reflected,  at  an  equal  angle,  down- 
wards. 

Without  going  deeper  into  the  subject  the  nett 
result  of  the  optical  laws  is  that  any  object  which 
a  fish  sees  above  the  surface  of  the  water  must 
necessarily  appear  to  that  fish  to  be  somewhere 
within anangle  of  48°  35'  with  the  vertical.  In  other 
words,  and  in  round  figures,  a  fish  1ft.  deep  in 
still  water  can  only  see  objects  above  water  within 
the  circumference  of  a  circle  of  about  2ft. 
diameter  on  the  surface  level,  of  which  the  centre 
is  vertically  over  the  eye  of  the  fish. 

It  also  necessarily  follows  that  there  is  only  one 
direction  in  which  a  fish  sees  an  object  above  the 
surface  in  its  actual  position,  namely,  when  it  is 
vertically  above  the  eye  of  that  fish.  This  seems 
to  explain  those  leaps  of  apparently  unnecessary 
vigour  which  fish  make  when  rising  at  passing 
insects.  No  doubt  they  have  learnt  by  sad 
experience  and  frequent  disappointments  that  in 
that  position  only  can  they  be  certain  of  securing 
their  prey,  since  the  moment  it  passes  the  vertical 
it  becomes,  in  fact,  a  "  mirage "  (though  not 
inverted),  and  useless  for  satisfying  the  "  keen 
demands  of  appetite." 

Possibly  this,  too,  is  the  reason  why  fish  are  so 
readily  frightened  when  a  person  appears  on  the 
bank,  since,  to  the  fish,  the  intruder  appears  more 
nearly  above  him  than  he  really  is. 

Every  angler  must  have  noticed  how  very 
difficult,  ana  even  impossible,  it  is  to  take  fish 
above  a  light  coloured  river-bed,  and  I  venture  to 
think  that  this  is  due  to  the  much  greater 
illumination  of  the  bait,  and  the  consequent 
greater  facility  for  detecting  imposture,  rather 
than  to  any  extra  acuteness  ascribed  to  chalk 
stream  trout. 

Let  the  reader  take  a  clean  glass  tumbler, 
nearly  filled  with  water,  hold  it  up  and  look  up- 
wards at  the  surface.  It  is  absolutely  opaque, 
with  an  apparently  metallic  surface.  Any  object 
(even  a  lighted  match)  held  above  the  water  is 
quite  invisible.  Let  him  now  pierce  the  surface 
with  any  small  object,  such  as  a  spoon  handle, 
and  it  is  surprising  with  what  unexpected  dis- 
tinctness the  submerged  portion  can  be  seen. 

We  are  now  studying  the  appearance  of  an 
object  presented  to  the  fish  under  the  third  con- 
dition (c).  If  the  tumbler  be  placed  near  the 
edge  of  a  table  on  a  sheet  of  white  paper  and  the 
experiment  be  repeated  the  object  is  still  more 
clearly  defined,  as  would  be  the  case  above  a  chalky 
or  light  rock  bottom." 

A^am,  if  a  piece  of  cork  or  wood  be  placed, 
floating,  on  the  water,  it  will  be  found  that  only 
that  part  which  is  below  the  surface  can  be  seen 
at  all,  and  since  (from  the  way  they  are  dressed) 
artificial  flies  will  float  with  the  barbs  downwards, 
the  fish  have  a  fine  opportunity  of  inspecting  half 
the  dressing  an4  a  very  well  defined  fish  hook. 

The  obvious  inference  is  that  artificial  flies  should 
be  so  made  that  the  barbed  end  of  the  hook  floats 
above  the  surface ;  or,  at  any  rate,  is  so  well  con- 
cealed in  the  dressing  as  not  to  be  so  conspicuous. 
The  former  result  does  not  seem  difficult.Qf 
attainment,  but  a  consid-^ration  of  the  "form  of 
artificial  flies  is  out  of  pl  ice  in  these  notes. 

Up  to  the  present  we  have  only  studied  rays  of 
light  passing  from  above  downwards,  and  there  is 
yet  remaining  a  consideration  of  circumstances 
doubtless  rather  bewildering  to  the  fish. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  "limiting 
angle,"  and  it  so  happens  that  objects  on  the  bed 
of  a  stream  (light-coloured  stones  and  rocks  espe- 
cially) will  all  be  seen  by  the  fish  perfectly 
reflected  in  that  mirror-like  under  surface ;  and 
any  insect  or  artificial  fly  floating  downstream 
will  appear  to  be  moving  over  the  inverted  bed  of 
the  stream,  and  midway  between  the  real  and  the 
ideal. 

There  will  still,  however,  fortunately  for  the 
fish,  be  a  limited  a^ea  which,  owing  to  the  "  limit- 
ing angle,"  is  clear  of  such  reflections. 

Recognising  the  fact  that  a  line  should  appeal- 
to  its  possible  victim  as  neai  ly  as  possible  like  the 
genuine  article,  I  cannot  conclude  these  notes 
without  reference  to  the  absurd  practice  of  paint- 
ing artificial  minnows  with  eyes,  fins,  and  tail. 
The  fact  that  the  moment  an  artificial  minnow 
"spins"  these  artistic  decorations  disappear  seems 
to  be  entirely  lost  sight  of.  Indeed,  it  seems 
probable  that  a  fish  does  not  go  for  the  imitation 
body  at  all,  but  for  the  more  or  less  transparent 
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moving  figure  produced  in  the  water  by  the  rapid 
revolution  of  the  projecting  triangles. 

"  Contemplation  "  is  supposed  to  be  an  attri- 
bute of  anglers.  I  have,  therefore,  the  less 
hesitation  in  submitting  these  somewhat  incom- 
plete researches  to  the  craft,  feeling  assured  that, 
failing  entire  agreement,  they  will  at  least  receive 
fair  criticism.  Charles  Rigg. 


THAMES  SALMON  ASSOCIATION. 


A  PUBLIC  meeting  was  advertised  as  to  be  held 
at  St.  Martin's  Town  Hall,  Charing  Cross,  at 
3  p.m.  last  Monday,  called  by  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association. 

Those  who  attended  waited  from  three  until 
half-past,  up  to  which  time  there  was  no  one 
present  on  the  platform  to  represent  the  associa- 
tion, and  we  learn  that  the  committee  had  decided 
to  alter  the  date  and  place  of  the  meeting. 
Surely  the  secretary  might  have  telegraphed  to 
the  authorities  at  St.  Martia's  Town  Hall  to  say 
that  the  meeting  was  postponed. 

It  will  be  seen  from  an  advertisement  in  our 
columns  that  the  association  now  announces  a 
public  meeting,  to  be  held  at  3.30  p.m.  on  Friday, 
June  30,  at  the  Mansion  House,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  Lord  Mayor. 


THE  NEW  NORWEGIAN  GAME  LAW. 


So  closely  associated  are  angling  and  ryper 
shooting  in  Norway  that  anything  affecting  the 
one  form  of  sport  applies  more  or  less  to  the 
other.  It  is  well,  therefore,  that  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  should  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that  in  accordance  with  the  law  just 
passed  by  the  Storthing  shooting  game  birds  will 
not  be  permitted  in  the  realm  whose  fortune  it  is  to 
have  its  affairs  regulated  by  that  augast  assembly 
of  wise  men  until  Sept.  1.5 — in  other  words,  after 
the  trout  fishing  season  is  over.  When  the  bad 
weather  may  legitimately  be  expected  to  set  in  ; 
when  it  is  absolutely  useless  to  use  setters  or 
pointers  ;  when,  in  fact,  life  on  the  f  jelds  becomes  a 
very  doubtful  pleasure,  ryper,  capercailzie,  and 
blackgame  shooting  will  be  allowed.  But  to  obtain 
the  privilege  of  indulging  in  such  sport  the 
foreigner  will  have  to  take  out  a  license,  which 
will  cost  him  one  hundred  kroner  (say  £.5  10s.) ; 
and  even  then  he  will  not  be  permitted  to  shoot 
at  all  upon  "  Stats  Almening,"  the  hitherto 
favourite  resort  of  the  English  rjper-shooting 
angler. 

Whatever  other  elements  may  strike  the  casual 
observer  as  present  in  this  truly  remarkable 
enactment,  common  sense  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 
conspicuously  apparent,  and  it  may  safely  be 
asserted  that  no  such  blow  has  ever  been  struck 
at  Norwegian  sport  as  is  contained  in  the  peevish 
piece  of  legislation  perpetrated  this  spring  by  the 
National  Assembly — by  courtesy  termed  a  game 
law.  That  the  Bonder  dislike  English  and  town 
sportsmen,  and  prefer  their  absence  to  their 
money ;  that  it  is  better  to  get  seven  or  eight  ore 
for  each  ryper  snared  in  winter  than,  say,  from 
three  to  500  ore  for  the  bird  shot  in  autumn ;  and 
that  it  is  more  just  to  deprive  the  hardworking 
and  well-to-do  professional  classes  from  the  towns 
of  the  opportunity  of  indulging  in  their  favourite 
sport  rather  than  that  the  "  rypef anger  "  should 
capture  a  few  birds  the  less  would  seem  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  present  Storthing. 
Eventually  it  may  be  brought  home  to  their 
minds  that  these  are  fallacies.  The  Bonde  is  very 
fond  of  his  freedom,  and  likes  to  exercise  it ;  but 
he  is  by  no  means  averse  to  turning  the  honest 
penny,  and  when  he  discovers  that  the  sporting 
rights  upon  his  property — with  which  be  has  been 
so  recently  invested,  have  been  rendered  valueless 
and  unmarketable  by  the  action  of  his  Parliamen- 
tary representatives,  his  feelings  toward  the  latter 
are  likely  to  be  the  reverse  of  amicable,  and  he 
may  express  them  by  the  familiar  process  known 
as  chucking  out.  Certainly  the  Norwegian  land- 
Oiyners  will  lose  largely  by  the  adoption  of  the 
date  in  question,  which  is  simply  ludicrous. 

What  the  legal  position  will  be  of  those  who 
hold  leases  of  shootings  in  Norway  I  cannot  say, 
although  I  have  been  told  by  a  well-known  lawyer 
that  rents  would  probably  be  liable  to  a  reduction 
f/jrresponding  to  the  curtailment  of  the  shooting 
.".ason  fin  which  case  they  would  be  reduced  to 


vanishing  point) ;  but  many  foreigners,  at  any 
rate,  under  such  treatment  will  probably  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hands,  and  simply  refuse  to  pay 
for  a  right  which  the  law  forbids  them  to  exercise. 
Shootings  (?)  in  Norway  next  year  will  be  at  a 
liberal  discount,  and  "  smell  dogs  "  will  probably 
be  cheap. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  thorough -going 
admirer  of  the  Norwegian  legislators  that  the 
latter  were  anxious  to  display  their  friendly 
feelings  towards  France  (as  another  great  power), 
that  they  wished  to  avoid  the  risk  of  seriously 
diminishing  the  attendance  at  the  World's  Fair 
in  Paris  by  exhibiting  to  sportsmen  generally  any 
overwhelming  counter  attractions  in  Scandinavia. 
There  may  be  something  in  this,  as  (apparently) 
in  the  same  spirit  of  (vicarious)  unselfishness  they 
have  decreed  that  all  "Track  fugl"  (birds  of 
passage),  i.e.,  woodcock,  snipe,  duck,  &c  ,  shall  be 
protected  during  their  residence  in  Norway. 
Such  an  exhibition  of  disinterested  feeling  would 
merit  all  praise  no  doubt,  but  the  manner  of  its 
expression  is  likely  to  prove  a  costly  affair  to 
their  constituents.  Although  highly  unpopular 
everywhere  throughout  the  country,  the  new  law 
must  apply  at  any  rate  to  1900,  whatever  may  be 
done  to  alter  or  amend  it  afterwards ;  and  by  the 
end  of  that  year  nearly  all  foreign  and  a  great 
many  native  sportsmen  will  have  established  their 
summer  quarters  in  countries  where  their  con- 
venience and  their  legitimate  rights  are  not  likely 
to  be  interfered  with  by  the  action  of  a  body  of 
men  whose  political  opinions  (!  ?)  and  necessities 
may  at  any  time  lead  them  to  commit  legislative 
indiscretions  similar  to  the  one  under  discussion  ; 
and  they  will  be  in  no  hurry  to  return.  The 
rents  of  salmon  fisheries  wiU  probably  also  be 
injuriously  affected,  for  many  salmon  (as  well  as 
trout)  anglers  look  upon  game  bird  shooting  as  a 
necessary  corollary  to  the  fishing  season ;  and  the 
tourist  trafiic  is  sure  to  suffer  diminution.  For 
these  and  other  mercies  of  a  like  nature  may  the 
Norwegian  Storthing,  as  assembled  in  conclave 
this  year  of  grace,  be  praised.  Rtjgde. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Lower  Thames  — General  Remarks. — Thereported 
capture  of  a  Thames  trout  over  171b.  at  Radcot,  near 
Oxford,  by  a  working  man,  is  regarded  as  making  a  record 
of  being  the  largest  specimen  taken  in  the  Thames,  I  do 
not,  however,  think  the  anglers  will  be  fully  satisfied 
without  more  particulars  as  to  its  cipinre.  One  of  my 
practical  correspondents  wiites  :  "  Anglers  will,  of  courss, 
require  positive  proof  of  the  supposed  capture  of  the  large 
trout  in  the  upper  Thames."  I  can  remember  some  years 
back  there  was  a  report  of  one  having  been  taken  that 
weighed  18ib.,  and,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  it  was 
said  to  be  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Reading,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  was  ever  satisfactorily  clearf  d  up  as  being  a 
Thames  fish.  I  always  understood  the  great  Jubilee 
trout  of  1887  weighed  close  upon  181b.,  and  this  we  know 
was  ciught  in  one  of  the  nets  of  the  netsmen  in  the 
portion  of  the  lower  Thames  where  they  possess  the 
privilege  t)  use  them,  and  was,  therefore,  not  illegally 
captured.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall 
respecting  the  exact  weight  of  this  fish,  and  in  his  kiid 
reply  he  tells  me  he  has  "  mislaid  the  particulars,  but 
can  vouch  for  the  genuine  weight  to  be  from  171b.  to  181b. 
when  turned  in  at  Kingstoa."  There  was  a  large  trout 
taken  at  Chertsey,  which  weighed  141b.  9oz.,  which  has 
been  regarded  as  the  champion  fish  taken  in  angling,  and 
at  the  time  vsas  clearly  reported  as  having  been  taken  by 
Mr.  James  Forbes  on  spinning  tackle.  I  consider  in  the 
Jubilee  trout  the  lower  Thamfs  nan  yet  boast  of  the 
largest  fish  having  been  captured  in  its  waters.  There  have 
been  many  reports  as  to  it  being  s'.ill  in  existence,  and  one 
last  y^ar  was  that  it  had  bean  seen  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Hampton  Court.  Unlesj  there  is  some  tain  before  I 
Friday,  as  I  am  writing  this  on  Wednesday,  I  am  afraid 
the  angling  for  coarse  fish  will  not  be  attended  with  much 
success.  There  can  bo  no  doult  as  to  the  river  being  full  of 
fish,  and  all  depends  on  the  condition  of  the  water  as  to 
results. — B. 

  (Eton).— Sport  with  the  trout  up  to  the  present 

has  been  most  disappointing,  and  anglers  will  welcome  the 
opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  on  the  16  h,  the 
pr<  spects  of  which  are  moat  favourable,  although  forty- 
eight  hours'  downpour  would  make  sport  more  certain  ; 
but,  with  judicious  baiting,  good  takes  of  barbel  should  hi 
accounted  for.  I  have  seen  large  numbers  during  the  pas!; 
fortnight,  and  inttnd  to  try  them  on  Friday  in  a  spot  that 
I  have  b(  ua  feeding  them  up  during  the  last  few  days.  I 
was  sorry  to  see,  one  evetiug  this  week,  while  trouting  on 
the  Windsor  Weir,  no  less  than  a  dozen  roach,  all  about 
lib.  each,  laving  up  against  the  weir  gates,  all  dead.  After 
examining  them,  they  all  appeared  to  have  been  pinched 
in  some  way  across  the  back  — Cecil  Uowlktt. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milboume.  on 

Tuesday,  writes :  "  Mr.  Woods,  on  Friday  last,  at  the 
weir,  took  a  trout  of  31b.  ;  and  on  Sunday  evening  Mr. 
Matthews,  one  of  41b.   X  am  afraid  If  we  do  not  get  some 


rain  before  Friday  the  opening  season  will  commence  very 
bad,  as  there  is  no  stream  whatever — the  wi-irs  are  all  shut 
in  and  ECarcely  any  water  rcnning  through  them.  It  will 
not  be  Vecaufe  we  are  shoit  of  coarse  fish,  as  the  barbel, 
roach,  and  o^iub  lay  at  the  weir  in  great  quantiri* ».  This 
has  been  one  of  the  finest  spawning  seasons  I  have  ever 
known,  there  not  having  been  any  floods  all  through  the 
spxwning  season  ;  and  the  warm  weather  has  hironght  the 
fiy  into  life,  and  they  can  be  Been  in  shoals." — B. 

  (Shepperton). —  George  Rojewell,  writinz  on 

Wednesday  evening,  sajs  :  "  The  river  h  in  bad  c  jr.dition 
for  fishing  prospects,  and  looki  very  bad  for  the  openir.g 
of  the  season.  The  fish  have  not  all  spawned  yet.  They 
are  late  this  season,  and  there  will  be  no  fishing  of  any 
account  until  we  have  had  a  good  rain.  I  hive  bad  two 
mere  trout  with  Mr.  William  Reid — both  fish  had  lic3  on 
them — one  was  a  nice  fish  of  GJIb.,  which  he  kept,  and  the 
o'her  one  (Sib.)  he  raturned,  as  he  never  takes  one  under 
51b."— B. 

 ( Streatley).— About  three  weeks  ago,  as  Mr.  Wm. 

Pearce,  of  Gatehampton  Farm,  Goring-on-Thames,  was 
walking  in  his  meadow  leading  to  Ilirt's  Wood,  he  saw  a 
tarn  rat  going  from  the  river  towards  the  wood,  carrying 
something  in  its  mouth.  Just  before  it  reached  the  wood, 
and  about  forty  jards  away,  he  shot  and  killed  the  rat, 
which  had  a  nice  perc'i,  still  alive,  in  its  mouth. — H.  J, 
Gardner. 

<»nch.olme  District.— B')th  farmers  acd  fithermen 
now  want  rain.  There  is,  however,  a  fair  volume  of  water 
in  the  becks,  as  the  springs  continue  to  flow  freely.  The 
Hawthorn  Fly  is  now  well  nigh  over,  and  the  Alder  is 
less  numerous.  Ant  flies  and  moths  are  beginning  tn 
appear,  and,  used  at  the  proper  time,  do  good  execnrior. 
The  Red  Dun,  the  master  fly  of  the  Dan  class,  is  ueuilly 
rather  late,  but  hive  seen  a  few.  This  fly  is  quite  easy  to 
cultivate,  and  I  rear  it  in  thousands.  The  Frtclded  Dan 
is  a  splendid  fly  just  now.  it  is  made  from  the  Moorcock, 
and  with  red  hackle  and  orange  body.  We  do  not  get 
many  Fern  Flies.  I  hive  been  here  twenty-five  years  now, 
and  hive  not  seen  above  twenty-five. — Thomas  Ford 
(Caistor). 

iimn  (Fnlborough). — During  the  close  season  fish 
have  been  spawning  well,  and  there  are  plenty  of  fi?h  to  be 
teen  in  the  river,  which  is  now  somewhat  low  and  bright, 
owini  to  the  continued  drought.  The  final  arrangements 
for  the  Central's  monster  competition  on  the  opening 
Sunday,  June  18,  have  been  mada  ;  all  members  to  start 
from  and  weigh-ia  atthe  Arun  Hotel. — W.  G.  Holljian'. 

Coraish  Streams. — Peal  are  now  runtiug  fairly 
freely  in  the  Camel  and  Fowey.  The  former  riv^r  is 
usually  a  little  later  than  the  Fowey,  but  by  the  middle  of 
June,  without  the  streams  are  exceptiionally  low,  there  are 
always  peal  about.  Catching  them  in  such  brilliant  hot 
weather  is  another  thing.  Trout  fishing  has  been  fairly 
good,  the  best  baskets  being  about  thirty.  Professional 
fishers  are  doing  well  with  fern  fly  and  tab  fly,  both 
excellent  killing  natural  baits.  It  has  b.»en  decided  to 
restock  the  Camel  with  trout,  and  if  possille,  salmon.  The 
conservators  are  taking  most  commendable  means  to 
improve  the  river. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Horton  Eii  by,  Faming  ham,  &c.)  — 
The  May  Fly  seems  to  be  pia'^tically  over,  and  has  been 
t'ae  usual  disappointment  on  this  river,  though  some  tish 
certainly  lave  yielded  to  this  lure.  There  are  much  fewer 
flies  of  any  sort  than  usual  now  on  the  water.  I  could 
only  see  an  occisional  Oiive  Dun  and  one  or  two  small 
wild  bees  coming  down.  For  the  ss  last  the  "Governor" 
is  the  pattern.  Several  good  fish  from  lib.  to  2Jlb.  wera 
on  the  look-out,  but  seldom  got  a  ohauce  to  rise.  The 
largpstcf  the  trout  seem  s  ill  in  poor  condition,  and  no 
wonder  !    Plenty  of  water  at  present. — J.  P.  T. 

E  art  (Totnea  and  District).— A  number  c  £  salmon 
continue  to  be  taken  by  the  nets  at  Totnes  Weir,  eo  that  it 
cannot  be  said  of  the  Dart  that  salmon  are  particu  arly 
scarce.  There  are  a  lot  of  salmon  and  also  trnff  lying  iu 
the  pools  up  to  Stavertou  ;  but  little  spoit  falls  to  the  lot 
of  auglers,  although  the  fiih  rise  very  freely  at  night.  On 
the  moor  a  few  have  been  killed.  Tr.iuting  is  very  quiet 
in  the  lower  waters  just  now.  The  Black  Midge,  Silver 
Horn,  and  Half  Stone  are  used  by  day,  and  the  la,rger  flies 
in  the  evenings,  which  is  about  the  only  tinie  fish  can  be 
attracted.  Mr.  E.  Distia  (who  creeled  fitteei  on  Thurs- 
day), Messrs.  M.  Revell,  E.  Ackreil.  H.  Full,  H.  T. 
Distin,  T.  Browse,  and  other  rods  have  had  a  f -w  brace  by 
evening  fishing  ;  whilst  Mr.  Furneaux  bas  kiUed  a  few 
with  the  fly  atStaverton. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Oily  moderate  sport  has 
been  obtained  this  week,  and  the  takes  which  are  made 
are  the  results  of  fishing  after  sunset.  The  days  are  very 
hot  and  bright,  and  many  of  the  streams  have  run  very 
low.  Salmon  fishing  gives  little  or  no  sport,  and  a  take 
of  five  by  one  of  the  Teign  boits  (two  fish  weighing  36lb. 
together)  was  c  jnsidered  something  unusual.  The  Dart, 
to.vever,  contains  plenty  of  salmon,  but  these  do  not  fall 
to  the  rods.  Trout  fishing  is  decidedly  dull  and  baskets 
are  small,  three  or  four  brace  being  a  good  average. 
Visitors  must  find  angling  exceptionally  quiet  just  now. 
Some  good  showers  should  brighten  the  prospects.  Trout 
are  reported  fairly  plentiful  ia  the  Upper  Ljd  and  Tavy 
Cleave  district,  where  the  Black  Dun,  Coch-y-twndhu,  and 
Bishop's  Fancy  are  used  successfully. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  river  continues  in  a  low  and 
clear  condition,  and  angling  opeia'ions  ai e  practically  at 
a  standstill.  A  go  d  fall  of  raia  ia  much  needed  to  improve 
mitters.  The  only  catches  I  hear  of  are  Dr.  English, 
e.'even  and  a  half  biaoe  of  trout ;  and  Mr.  J.  Baker,  four 
and  a  half  brace. — J.  Jackson. 

I!ze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Fine  wirm  weather  still 
prevails,  and  trout  fishing  by  day  is  of  a  disappointing 
order.  The  river  has  now  run  low  and  giu-c'eir, 
and  the  little  sport  met  with  has  been  principally  ia 
the  evening  time.  Among  those  who  have  scored  ou  the 
Brampford  water,  are  Messrs.  Snell,  Taylor.  Harris, 
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Litt-8,  Roberts,  etc. ;  and  on  the  Thorverton  water,  Messrs. 
Kelley  and  Jones  have  had  f^ir  sport. ;  the  first-mmpd  is 
now  keen  on  bpating  hia  champion  2-pr'under  of  a  fi)rt- 
night  ago.  On  the  Greedy,  Messrs.  Snail  and  French  had 
very  good  bags  ;  and  Messrs.  Wilde  and  Son,  Bowden.  and 
Caseley  have  also  taken  a  few  brace  of  decent  tr.-mt  from 
thi3  water.  Flies  which  are  killing  fairly  well  just  now 
are.  by  day.  Blue  Dun.  Black  Gnat,  and  Wicliham  ;  and 
for  evening  cast  Red  Spinner,  Governor,  and  Coachman. 
—Red  Palmee. 

Pen  Diatrict  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 
The  reports  from  the  trout  waters  have  now  been  satis- 
factory for  awhile,  but  complaints  are  heard  about  the 
heat.  However,  v?hen  baskets  run  up  to  six  or  eight 
brace  they  are  not  eo  bad.  Fishing  begins  this  week  on 
the  drains,  but  prospects  are  not  over  bright.  Fish  are 
thought  to  be  backward  owing  to  the  cold  weather  in  the 
spring.  I  hear  the  Sheffield  anglers  have  a  dispute  about 
the  waters  aronnd  Tydd.— Limpet, 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Sport  will  again  be 
on  the  move  in  the  Idle  district  at  the  end  of  the  present 
week.  Somehow  the  troutiog  season  has  been  altogether 
a  frost.  I  have  already  noticed  fairly  good  prospects 
among  the  bream  in  the  lower  disfrict.  Dace  are  also 
very  lively,  and  these  two  fiah,  irreppective  of  others, 
should  be  well  worth  looking  after.  It  i3  stated  that  this 
season  Sheffield  anglers  will  have  difficuUies  raised  to  fish- 
ngin  the  neighbourhood  of  Thome.  It  ii  to  be  hoped  that 
the  differences  will  be  settled  without  resort  to  law.— L. 

Lake  Cwellyn  (Snowdon  Banc  er  Hotel,  near 
Carnarvon). — Nothing  very  extensive  has  been  done  in 
coDBequence  of  the  very  hot  weather.  There  seems  now 
an  improvement  for  the  better,  and  hope  for  a  gentle 
rain  to  fill  up  the  streams.— W.  E.  Webster. 

Lake  Vjrnwy  (N.  Wales).— As  everywhere  else, 
the  weather  he  e  for  the  last  week  has  been  excessively 
hot  aod  bright,  and  it  was  only  occasionally  that  there  was 
even  a  decent  ripple  on  the  water.  The  tishing  has  been 
decidedly  good,  and  the  average  take  per  rod  has  been 
about  the  best  this  year.  The  catch  of  the  week  (out  of 
the  lake  only)  has  been  293  fish,  weighing  1811b.  5or. ; 
and  the  average  take  per  rod  has  been  six  fish  a 
day.  On  the  7th,  there  were  forty-five  trout  weighed 
at  25!b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Malpass  made  the  best  basket 
with  fourteen  fish,  7ib.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Townshend  killad 
seven.  31b.  12oz  ;  Messrs.  Davies  and  Brown,  six, 
41b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Gunther  six,  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Moss,  five, 
31b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Garside,  five,  21b  8nz.  On  thp  8th  (the 
best  day  of  the  week),  eighty-nine  fish  weighed  511b.  12oz. 
Mr.  Garside  killed  twenty,  111b  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Moss  and  the 
Rev.  Fortman,  nineteen,  lUb.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Malpa's, 
eighteen,  101b.  2oz. ;  Messrs.  Davies  and  Brown,  seven, 
41b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  Jackson,  four,  21b.  S^z. ;  Mr.  Gun- 
ther, four,  31b.  2oz. ;  and  Mr.  Williamson,  three, 
21b.  loz.  On  the  9th,  fifiy-four  fish  weighed 
841b.  12oz.  Mr.  Garside  was  agaio  first  with  thirteen 
fish,  81b.  loz  ;  Mr.  Moss  killed  twelve,  71b.  loz.  : 
Messrs.  Davies  and  Brown,  seven,  51b.  2oz  ;  Mr.  Malpass, 
six,  31b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Gunther,  five,  51b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Williamson, 
three,  21b.  lOoz  ;  Mr.  Townshend,  three,  lib.  2oz.  On 
the  10th,  thirty-five  fish  weighed  211b.  6oz.  Mr.  Garside 
killed  nine,  51b.  3oz.  ;  Messrs.  Davies  and  Brown,  eight, 
51b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Moss,  six,  31b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Jackson,  five, 
21b.  9oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Townshend,  four,  21b.  12oz.  On  the 
12ch,  fo'ty-three  fish  weighed  291b.  Uoz.  Mr.  Garside 
killed  fifteen,  81b.  12oz. ;  Messrs.  Davies  and  Brown, 
nine  fish,  61b.  Coz  ;  Mr.  Mosa,  eight,  51b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Fortman,  six,  41b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  three,  21b.  lloz. 
River  fishing  has  not  been  good,  as  the  water  is  very 
low,  owing  to  the  want  of  rain.— Longdrift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Yesterday  (Friday),  the 
season  for  taking  dace,  gudgeon,  and  grayling  re-opened 
up  the  Lea,  but  the  water  was  not  in  condition  for  the 
occasion,  the  result  of  the  drought.  Dace  will  be  princi- 
pally tried  for  this  week  end,  the  grayliog  in  the  river  not 
being  numerous  enough  to  warrant  special  operations  on 
the  part  of  the  angler.  The  dace  are  likely  to  be  found  in 
streamy  bits  of  water,  and  below  Hertford  and  St. 
Margaret's  Locks,  the  "  Boom  "  at  Ware,  and  the  Dobb's 
Weir  stream,  Hoddesdon,  should  yield  most  sport.  Some 
of  the  back  streams  lower  down  the  river  ought  also  to 
be  tried  for  dace.  Attractive  baits  should  be  the  caddis 
grub  and  the  fly,  the  Black  Gnat,  Red  Ant,  and  May  Fly. 
No  trout  are  reported  captured  this  week,  and  no  good 
reeulrs  are  notified  from  the  tributary  Beane.  A  few  eels 
have  been  caught  in  the  Lea,  but  the  cold  winds  have  been 
against  much  success  among  the  slippery  ones.  The  Lea 
would  be  all  the  better  for  a  good  night's  rain,  and  so 
would  the  Stort  and  Rib.  In  the  Stort  the  roach  have  not 
finished  spawning  yet  at  Bishops  Stortford.  The  water 
there  ia  in  very  fair  order,  but  does  not  favour  anglers  in 
the  Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth  reaches.  It  ia  very 
satisfactory  to  hear  that  roach  have_  been  seen  in  large 
Tiiimbors  in  the  Stort  this  epiwning  season.- Iza.a,k 
Walton.  ,    ^  „ 

Itxige  aiitl  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
etreariiB  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and 
fine,  and  very  hot,  with  the  wind  Id  the  east,  and  angling 
cannot  be  said  to  be  aa  good  as  expected.  May  Fly  is 
fltill  rising  in  patches,  and  the  trout  do  not  take  them 
freely,  and  the  season  may  be  cilled  a  poor  one.  The  best 
flies  to  use  are  the  Yellow  Dun,  Orl,  Wickham,  Red  and 
Grey  Spinners,  and  Moths,  which  have  been  suocessful  in 
the  evening.  Worm  finhing  has  been  tried.  On  Monday 
so  I  e  nice  trout  were  landed  with  fly  in  the  Lugg ;  and  on 
Tuesday  fair  sport  was  had  in  the  Arrow.  The  Pinsley  is 
running  clear  and  in  fishing  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  Although  we  have  been 
looking  forward  to  the  prospect  of  a  refreshing  downfall 
of  rain,  which  is  so  much  needed  to  improve  the  condition 
of  things  for  the  opening  of  the  season,  up  to  the  present 
(Wednesday),  albeit  appearances  have  favoured  it,  there  is 


no  alteration  in  our  atmospherical  circumstances,  and  we 
are  afraid,  as  the  water  in  the  river  has  become  so  very 
low  through  lack  of  rain,  that  the  season  will  not  open 
here  BO  auspiciously  as  was  expected,  and  that  we  shall 
have  to  bide  a  wee  until  the  necessary  change  takes  place. 
— B  A.  S. 

North  BtafTordshire  Kivers.— The  May  Fly  baa 

been  a  most  peculiar  time  in  this  district.  The  fly  Las 
hatched  up  in  a  dribbling  fashion,  and  fish  do  not  seem  to 
have  taken  the  Green  Drake  well  at  all  off  tVie  surface. 
Most  of  the  bags  t^iken  have  come  to  the  Sunk  Drake  and 
Alder,  but  the  Black  Gnat  has  been  fished  fairly  success- 
fully. Streams  low  and  clear,  and  fly  still  hatching  out. 
The  evening  fishing  proves  best,  when  the  Grey  Drake 
makes  for  the  streams. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salteiton). — No  improvement  in 
the  fishing  has  taken  place  since  last  report.  The  fish  do 
not  move  to  fly  at  all  during  the  day,  and  in  the  evening, 
about  8  p.m.,  they  take  to  "  tailing"  in  the  streams  and 
pools,  and  except  a  liny  Midge  occasionally,  refuse  the 
artificial  fly.  Just  at  dusk,  however,  a  little  sport  may  be 
had,  the  Silver  Sedge  and  Flight's  Fancy  being  good  flies. 
A  good  freshet  is  needed. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  very  bright  but 
plenty  of  fish,  and  by  the  time  this  is  published  no  doubt 
there  will  have  been  some  decent  fish  taken,  as  saveral 
anglers  are  intent  on  taking  first  dish.  Some  rain  would 
greatly  improve  the  colour  of  the  water. — A.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — On  account  of  the  bright  weather  not 
much  has  been  done,  except  early  mornings  and  evenings. 
Very  few  peal  have  been  caught,  except  in  the  Dart  and 
Tamar.  The  only  chance  for  taking  trout  ia  in  the  valleys 
dapping,  the  water  being  so  clear  in  the  open  that  they 
can  see  you  nearly  half  a  mile  off.  I  have  heard  of  one  or 
two  nicB  dishes  from  the  Meavy  and  upper  waters  of  the 
Tavy. — William  Heardkr. 

Severn,  Vy  nwy,  Tanat,  axd  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  still  continues  unchanged,  and  the 
heat  during  the  day  ia  something  more  than  tropical, 
which  makes  angling  at  the  time  quite  impracticable,  but 
very  good  sport  is  Had  by  early  risers,  and  anglers  in  the 
cool  of  the  evening  have  had  capital  sport.  The  Severn  ia 
now  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  the  fly,  and  between 
Llandrinio  Bridge  and  the  town  of  Shrewsbury  some  very 
iiioe  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  fly  and  other  baits. 
The  Vyrnwy  ia  now  rather  low,  but  in  very  fair  condition  ; 
but  anglers  still  complain  of  a  scarcity  of  flies  on  this  river, 
and  the  May  Fly  has  been  very  scarce  this  season.  The 
Tanat  is  very  bright  and  clear,  but  some  good  baskets  of 
trout  are  taken  from  it,  especially  during  the  evening. 
The  Cain  c  mtinues  in  the  very  best  condition,  but  is  rather 
low  in  some  places.  Some  very  nice  trcut  have  been 
secured  from  it  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llanfechan.  The 
prospects  for  coarse  fishing  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  are 
very  promising. — Vyrnwy. 

Sassez  &iver»  and  Chichester  Canal.— Rain 
has  fallen  in  a  few  districts,  but  aa  a  rule  rivers  are  much 
too  clear  and  weeds  far  too  thick  for  successful  sport.  Ere 
these  lines  reach  our  readers  the  long-looked-for  season 
will  have  commenced.  The  Adnr  will  fish  best  during  the 
first  few  weeks  of  the  opening.  Some  fine  dace  and  roach 
may  be  met  with  in  the  Stejning  district,  and  citp  in  the 
upper  water.  A  few  trout  are  occasionally  met  with.  The 
Cuckmere,  in  the  tidal  watera,  fishes  beat  on  a  big  tide ; 
there  are  plenty  of  all  kinds  of  fish,  especially  large  bream 
and  carp.  Dace,  for  the  present,  will  be  the  principal 
sport  ia  the  tidal  waters  with  fly.  A  few  good  chub  are 
often  taken,  but  the  roach  ai-e  not  in  condition,  and  feed 
much  better  towards  the  middle  of  July.  The  Rother 
will  repay  a  visit,  as  the  river  holds  a  few  trout,  carp, 
roach,  gudgeon,  perch,  and  pike.  The  canal  at  Chichester 
is  in  good  order.  Heavy  bream  and  carp  may  be  s.en, 
and  perch  up  to  3Jlb.  Tench  are  on  the  increase,  and 
pike  numerous.  Some  big  bass  are  in  the  harbour.  Soft 
crab  is  the  leading  bait,  and  the  best  spot  Pilaea  Piles. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandonror,  Carmarthenshire).- Trout 
anglers  have  had  poor  sport  during  the  past  week,  and 
only  small  baskets  taken.  The  salmon  net  fishermen  are 
making  good  catches  in  the  estuary. — H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Fishing  not 
very  good  just  now.  Water  low,  and  not  many  trout 
caught  until  late  in  the  evening. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot,  with  wind  in  the 
north  and  north-east,  and  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as 
would  have  been  expected.  Angling  has  been  useless 
during  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  the  best  time  has  been 
early  moi-ning  and  late  in  evening.  There  has  been  a  good 
few  rods  out  of  late,  and  some  good-sized  fish  have  been 
caught,  but  no  heavy  lots.  May  Fly  still  continue  to 
come  up  on  pitches,  but  trout  do  not  appear  to 
take  them,  and  the  ssason  may  be  said  to  have  been 
a  poor  one  as  regards  sport.  The  best  flies  to  use  are 
the  Blues,  Red  and  Grey  Spinners,  Orl,  Wickham,  and 
Yellow  Dun,  with  May  Fly.  Bottom  fiahing  with  worm 
has  heen  very  successful,  and  large  trout  landed.  Minnow 
fishing  slow  this  week.  An  angler  fishing  near  Ludford 
with  minnow,  landed  an  eel  about  Jib.  which  had  gorged 
three  of  his  baits.  In  the  water  below  Ludford  several 
very  nice  trout  have  been  landed  with  May  Ply  and  Orl, 
one  scaling  lib.  Ooz.  On  Monday  some  nice  fish  were 
landed  on  Castle  Pound  with  worm.  Near  Ashford  some 
go(  d  fish  have  been  taken  bobbing  with  Orl  and  May  Fly. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  in 
good  order.  In  the  Corve  trout  lib.  and  l^lb.  each  have 
bten  taken  wir.h  May  Fly,  Orl,  and  bottom  baits.  With  a 
flush  of  water  sport  would  be  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine  and  very  hot,  and 
angling  has  been  rather  slow  during  the  day,  and  the  best 


sport  has  been  had  during  the  evening  and  morning.  A 
fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  have  used  Yellow 
Dun,  Orl,  Spinners,  Wickham,  and  May  Fly.  The  latter 
fly  ia  still  coming  up,  but  trout  are  not  very  eager  after 
them.  White  and  brown  moths  have  accounted  for  some 
good  trout.  Several  good  lots  of  trout  have  been  landed 
this  week,  and  a  good  fall  of  rain  is  wanted  to  refresh  the 
river,  and  then  sport  would  be  good.  The  Rea,  Kyre, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  and  nice  trout  taken  in  them 
with  fly. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  is  low  and  in  good  order 
for  bottom  fishing.  Flounder  and  eel  fiahing,  with  worms, 
will  be  found  the  most  profitable  pursuit  for  the  next  two 
or  three  weeks,  the  flounder  beds  being  clean,  the  result 
of  the  late  heavy  waters.  Roach  are  numerous,  and  barbel 
and  chub  are  showing  in  immense  numbers  on  all  the 
suitable  scouring  grounds.  These  may  be  taken  with  the 
cad  bait,  but  are  not  yet  in  condition,  so  best  left  alone. 
Chub  fishermen  generally  obtain  plenty  of  sport  during 
the  early  portion  of  the  season  in  the  Mnskham  fishery, 
most  of  which,  however,  are  only  landed  to  be  returned 
again  to  the  river.  Taken  all  round,  I  should  say  prospects 
are  good. — Trent.sider. 

Usk  (Abergfavenny). — Water  low  and  clear;  gcod 
for  the  up- worm  trout  fishing.  Salmon  fishermen,  speak- 
ing generally,  have  enjoyed  good  sport.  Gentlemen 
visiting  the  Ondu,  near  here,  have  been  having  good  sport 
with  the  trout  there.  Anyone  requiring  to  fiah  that  water 
can  get  all  information  from  Mr.  Hughes,  Queen's  Head 
Inn,  Cromyoy,  near  Abergavenny, — Ernle  Delafield. 

Wandle  (Carshalton,  &c.).— A  little  bit  of  thisiiver 
bordering  the  road,  about  half  a  mile  from  Carshalton, 
seems  to  be  free,  but  the  angler  I  saw,  though  throwing  a 
capital  fly,  got  nothing  while  I  was  there.  I  had  a  braoe 
and  a  half  (best  fish  lib.)  on  a  Ginger  Quill;  one  of  the 
smaller  ones  took  a  Red  Quill  Goat.  This  was  in  private 
water,  but  the  fish  were  very  shy.  The  water  ia  not  very 
low,  and  there  was  plenty  of  fly,  which  was  being  taken 
freely  by  the  fish  when  no  gut  was  attached.  As  soon  as 
the  artificial  came  down,  ever  so  lightly,  it  was  detected 
in  a  moment  as  a  rule,  and  my  best  fish  stood  a  siege  of 
over  an  hoar  before  he  made  a  mistake.  Nothing  but  dry 
fly  is  of  any  use. — J.  P.  T. 

Witham,  &o.  (Mid-Linoolnshire).  —  From  the 
Witham  district  we  hear  that  some  of  the  fish  sought  by 
the  coarse  anglers  are  this  year  in  a  poor  condition,  roach 
especially  being  very  backward.  Bream,  however,  are 
reported  to  be  available,  and  so  also  will  be  perch  and  dace. 
Chub  also  may  be  worth  Eeeking  in  the  upper  lengths. 
Many  anglers  are  not  sorry  that  the  time  has  cowe  round 
again  when  they  can  enjoy  the  sport.  Fly  fishing  is  very 
well,  but  too  precarious  in  this  district  to  be  very  attrac- 
tive. Several  special  trains  are  advertised  for  the  week- 
end, and  provision  is  made  for  visitors  as  far  as  Boston.— 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Berwent  (Derbyshire).— A  great  number 
of  anglers  have  visited  these  rivers  during  the  past  week, 
and  some  very  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  from 
both  streams.  The  May  Fly  has  been  very  numerous  on 
the  Wye,  but  trout  have  not  taken  them  so  freely  as  on 
some  previous  years.  It  appears  as  if  trout  have  been 
feeding  on  the  grub  of  this  fly  previous  to  its  hatching  out. 
This  remark  also  applies  to  the  Derwent  as  well.  The 
catches  on  the  Wye  have  been  fairly  satisfactory.  A  nice 
lot  of  fish  have  been  landed  from  these  portions  of  tbia 
river ;  creels  ranging  from  four  to  seven  and  eight  brace 
each  have  been  obtained.  A  party  of  gentlemen  fishing 
the  Lathkill  (private  water)  landed  fifteen  braoe  on  one 
occasion.  The  Darley  Dale  club's  water  has  yielded  some 
very  nice  baskets.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  on  two  consecutive 
days,  took  seven  braca  each  day  ;  also  several  others  a  nic3 
lot  of  trout.  Grayling  have  been  rather  troublesome, 
frequently  taking  the  May  Fly.  The  Matlock  and  Crom- 
ford  Angling  Association's  water,  Matlock  Dale,  has 
yielded  some  good  fish.  E.  H.  Maule,  Esq.,  two  and  a 
half  brace,  on  Monday ;  also  Messrs.  Cooper,  Buxton, 
Newton,  and  others  have  obtained  several  good  fish.  The 
Rev.  Richard  Arkwright,  fishing  near  Masson  Mill, 
caught  a  splendid  trout,  length  18in.,  girth  lljin.,  weight 
31b. ,  taken  with  a  small  dun  ;  he  having  no  landing  net  had 
to  wade  in  to  secure  it  by  hand.  The  Homesford  and 
Whatstandwell  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  produced  some 
good  trout,  mostly  by  dibbing  under  the  bushea  with 
natural  flies.  The  following  will  be  found  useful :  Green 
Drake  or  May  Fly,  Yellow  Dun,  Dotterel  Hackle,  Ash 
Dun,  Throstle  Wing,  Cooper's  Fancy,  B.'ack  Gnat,  and 
Sand  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Dove,  &c.  (York- 
shiie). — The  drought  continues,  and  all  our  rivers  are 
very  low  and  clear,  consequently  not  many  anglers  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  Stone  Fly  and  May  Fly  season.  I 
find  the  Stone  Fly  gets  scarcer  every  year ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Green  Drake  increases  in  numbers.  Both 
have  been  very  killing  carefully  fiahed  early  in  the  morn- 
ing or  of  an  evening  ;  and  Jamea  Blades,  the  water  bailiff 
for  the  Hawes  Angling  Association,  tells  me  sport  in  the 
waters  has  been  good,  nice  baskets  having  been  made  both 
in  the  Yore  and  Lake  Semmerwater.  The  favourite  flies 
have  been  the  Stone  Fly,  Green  Drake,  Blue  Partridge, 
and  Knotted  Midge,  Visitors  staying  at  that  well-known 
anglers'  resort,  the  Crown  Inn,  have  had  no  cause  to 
complain  of  luck  of  sport,  particularly  if  they  got  up 
early  in  the  morning.  The  sun  has  been  very  bright 
in  the  middid  of  the  day,  and  the  experts  have 
confined  themselves  to  early  morning  or  evening  fishing ; 
but  BO  far  the  above  named  flies  have  been  more  killing 
than  the  Bustard.  Some  iiioe  dishes  have  been  caught  at 
Aysgarth  and  Redmire,  and  below  Wensley  Mr.  C.  Dixon, 
of  Leyburn,  caught  a  grand  dish  of  trout  with  the  Stone 
Fly  on  Monday  morning.  Very  little  has  been  done  up 
the  Swale,  owing  to  the  bright  weather  andlack  of  water; 
but  in  the  tributaries  sport  has  been  very  fair.  The  Green 
Drake,  fiahed  naturally,  has  been  the  favourite  lure  on  the 
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Bedale  Beck.  There  is  plenty  of  fine  trout  in  the  Codbeck, 
but  they  are  bad  to  get  at  now  it  is  s 3  very  low  ;  but  Mr. 
Frank  Newbold  caught  a  brace  of  beauties  the  other  day 
weighing  2§lb.,  and  one  of  17oz.  Mr.  Fred  Wright  has 
alfO  done  well  with  the  maggot.  "  Up-stream  worm  "  has 
been  the  principal  lure  on  the  Wharfe,  but  some  good 
baskets  have  been  made  with  Stone  Fly,  and  with  Stone 
Midge,  Blue  Partridge,  and  Light  Watchet  in  the  evenings. 
Mr.  Crow  secured  several  good  trout  during  the  day,  fishing 
Cooper's  Fancy  dry.  Several  anglers  have  been  tempted 
to  try  bustard  fishing,  but  so  far  with  little  rf  salt.  At 
Ilkley,  Mr.  Leech,  four  good  trout,  fly,  on  Friday ;  Mr. 
Feffwiok  secured  five  hatdsome  trout  with  up  stream 
worm^_  I  have  little  news,  up  to  closing  this  letter,  from 
the  Kidd,  but  the  May  Fly  has  been  on  well  on  the 
Crimple  ;  Mr.  Mitchell  secured  eight  grand  trout  with  the 
Spent  Gnat  and  Golden  Dun  Midge ;  and  Messrs.  O.  D  wyer 
and  Wood  ciught  respectively  three  and  two  good  fish. 
The  Dove  has  perhaps  been  in  better  trim  than  any  other 
of  the  Yorkshire  streams.  ;Mr,  Storr,  the  well-known 
angler,  writes  me  that  the  catches  this  week  have  been 
good.  June  8.  E.  Hill,  eighteen ;  Mr.  MacCartney, 
eighteen ;  D.  Hill,  four,  one  weighed  l^lb. ;  D.  Storr, 
ten  ;  M.  Snowdon,  twenty ;  J.  C.  Frank,  Esq.,  June  7  and 
8,  seventeen  brace ;  a  gentleman  fii°nd,  eight  brace  ;  Mr. 
Widdicombe,  six  brace ;  Mr.  Robinson  Nawton,  nine 
brace.  At  Fewston  reservoir,  Mr,  Richardson,  Mr.  Chip- 
pendale, and  others  have  caught  from  four  to  six  nice 
trout  each  of  an  evening.  The  Stone  Fly  and  Green 
Drake  all  about  off  now  ;  the  Spent  Gnat,  Blue  Partridge, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Stone  Midge,  Knotted  Midge,  Poult 
Bloa,  Bracken  Clock,  and  Brown  Owl  are  good  when  there 
is  water  to  fish  in.  Until  rain  falls  the  outlook  for  the 
bottom  fishermen  is  very  moderate,  and  the  maggot  is  th3 
best  bait  they  can  open  the  season  with  for  roach,  dace, 
chub,  etc. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph. — There  is  no  prospect  for  any 
rain  at  present  unless  it  comps  with  thunder,  and  our 
rivers  are  at  the  lowest  level.  There  is  very  little  trout  fish- 
ing in  the  upper  waters,  and  the  prospects  for  the  opening  of 
the  coarse  fishing  season  in  the  lower  waters  to-morrow 
are  not  good  for  sport ;  the  best  bait  under  present  con- 
ditions for  roach,  dace,  chub,  etc.,  is  the  maggot. — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Ii&ixg, 
If.B.)  — On  Zri  inst.,  Mr.  Campbell-Gibson  and  Mr. 
Bell,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  sixteen  trout,  6Jlb.  On 
6th,  the  same  anglers,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  had  fitty-two, 
16Jlb.  On  6th,  the  foregoing,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  two 
and  a  half  dozen,  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Boyd,  Edinburgh,  on 
Loch  Boarlan,  fifty-one,  IS^lb.  ;  Dr.  Chalmers  and  Mr.  J. 
Chalmers,  Aberdeen,  fished  Loch  Cama,  and  got  eighty, 
241b.  On  7th,  Mr.  Boyd,  on  Urigill,  115,  281b  ;  Messrs. 
Gibson  and  Bell,  on  same  loch,  110,  271b.  On  8th,  Mr. 
Bojd,  on  Loch  Cama,  one  and  a  half  dozen,  181b. ;  Messrs. 
Gibson  and  Bell,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  one  and  three-quarter 
dozen,  81b. ;  and  Messrs.  Chalmers,  on  Loch  Urigill,  100, 
301b.  On  9th,  Rev.  Blomfield  and  Mrs.  Blomfield, 
Devon,  on  Loch  Bnarlan,  forty-three,  lUb.  ;  Mr.  Boyd, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  100,  .301b.  ;  Mr.  Gibson  Bell,  on  Loch 
Cama,  five  dozen,  191b.  ;  Dr.  and  Mr.  J.  Chalmers,  on 
Loch  V«>yatie,  eighty,  2.31b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muir,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  fifty-two,  151b.  Total  for  the  day,  335, 
981b.— B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynnilt  Hotel,  on  the  7th,  Dr. 
Johnston  had  a  salmon  of  171b.,  and  lost  another.  On  the 
10th,  the  same  gentleman  had  a  grilse  of  81b.  On  the  12tb, 
he  had  a  salmon  of  181b.,  and  Dr.  Adamson,  a  grilse,  61b. 
Mr.  Shaw  had  two  sea  trout,  21b.  The  sea  trout  are 
getting  up  now,  and  good  spoit  is  expected  soon. — D. 
Macdonald. 

Carron  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— River 
very  low,  and  weather  bright.  On  7th,  Mr.  Crawshay 
Ealgton,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  10-pounder ; 
on  7th,  an  81b.  salmon;  and  on  10th,  a  clean  run  grilse, 
weighing  -tlb. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— In  the  river  Deveron  fish 
are  very  scarce.  The  long  continued  drought  has  reduced 
the  stream  to  summer  level,  and  the  undergrowth  is 
appearing  above  water.  A  heavy  flood  is  necessary  to  clear 
away  the  ilehri.i,  which  for  some  time  has  been  accumu- 
lating, and  open  up  a  free  passage  for  fish.  At  the  entrance 
to  the  river  the  thin  volume  has  not  been  able  to  keep  the 
pebbles,  which  the  sea  cast  up,  from  obstructing  the 
channel,  and  the  water  is  very  shallow,  so  much  so,  indeed, 
that  fish  would  find  difficulty  in  entering.  The  sun  is  very 
bright  during  the  day,  and  there  is  light  frost  throughout 
the  night.  On  the  Beldomey  section  of  the  river,  on 
June  9,  Jlr.  Watson  had  a  nice  salmon  of  7ilb. ;  and  on 
the  10th,  Mr.  Boase  had  one  of  6ilb.  Trout  fishing  is 
Tery  backward,  and  very  few  are  getting.  The  net  fisher- 
men on  the  river  are  finding  the  water  at  different  points 
too  low  for  working  the  nets,  and  for  the  past  week  opera- 
tions have  been  mostly  conducted  below  the  Banff  Bridge. 
We  understand  that  some  fine  trout  of  lib,  to  31b.  have 
been  caught,  but  few  salmon  and  no  grilse.  On  the  coast 
the  yield  was  fair  compared  wilh  last  year,  and  on  Tues- 
day a  large  box  of  2Jcwt.  was  consigned  to  the  market. 
Salmon  are  of  splendid  quality,  and  of  good  weight,  the 
average  being  about  12ib.  The  grilse  got  in  the  n>ts  on 
the  coast  are  of  an  average  weight  of  41b. — H.  W. 

Xnchr  adamph  Hotel  (Sntherland).  —  June  5, 
Mr.  Co'>kgon,  Loch  Awe,  forty-nine  trout,  161b.  ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Wataon,  Skiag,  eighteen  trout,  61b.  ;  Messrs.  Bird  and 
Morgan,  Loch  Lettresa,  eighteen  trout,  61b.  June  6, 
very  »tormy  ;  boats  not  out.  June  8,  Mr.  Cookeon,  Loch 
Lettressa,  twenty-six  tront,  61b. ;  Mr.  Corstorphine,  Loch 
Awe,  twenty-four  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Hurst,  Skiag,  twenty 
trout,  71b.;  Mr.  Underhay,  Inver,  four,  31b.  (heaviest, 


lilb.).  June  9,  Mr.  Coriitorphine,  Castle  Bay,  twenty- 
four  trout,  81b. :  Mr,  Ilurst,  Head  Assynt,  twenty-four 
tmut,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Underhay,  Loch  Awe,  thirty-two  trout, 
101b.  ;  Messrs.  Bird  and  Morgan,  Loch  (Jillaroo,  ten 
trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Cookson,  Mid-Assynt,  thirty-two  trout, 
101b.  ;  Mr.  Bindlosa,  Skiag,  eighteen  trout,  61b.  June  10, 
Mr.  BindloES,  Loch  Gillaroo,  two,  1  jib. ;  Mr.  Cookson, 
Lnch  Awe,  ttiirry-three  trout,  lllb.  ;  Mr.  Corstorphine, 
Mid-Aesynt,  thirty  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Hurst,  Castle  Biy, 
ten  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Oakdene,  Hoad  Assynt,  five  trout, 
2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Bird  and  Morgan,  Kyleskin,  five  sea  trout, 
12ib. — William  Wallace. 

Lairg'  (Altnaharra  Hotel).  —  June  7,  Messrs. 
Upcher  and  Stedall,  on  Meaddie,  fifty-one  trout,  171b. ; 
Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch  Loyal,  eight  trout,  91b.  ;  Messrs. 
Deverall  and  Kirkbride,  on  Hallam,  thirty  trout,  141b. 
8th,  Mr.  Steel,  on  Meaddie,  fifty-three  trout,  131b. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown,  on  Meaddie,  twelve  trout,  41b.  ;  Messrs. 
Stedall  and  Kirkbride,  on  Hallam,  thirty-one  trout,  121b. 
9th,  Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch  Loyal,  one  ferox,  71b.,  thirteen 
trout,  61b  ;  Messrs.  Upcher  and  Deverall,  on  Meaddie, 
eighty-one  trout,  271b. ;  Messrs.  Stedall  and  Kirkbride, 
on  Hallam,  twenty-eight  trout,  SJlb.  10th,  Mr.  Kirkbride, 
on  Meaddie,  eighteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown, 
on  Meaddie,  thirty-one  trout,  91b.  12th,  Mr.  Steel,  on 
Meaddie,  sixty-three  trout,  181b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown, 
on  Meaddie,  twenty-four  trout,  81b.  13th,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Skirving,  on  Meaddie,  thirty  trout,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Steel,  on 
Loyal,  nine  trout,  91b. — W.  D.  M. 

liock  Katrine  (Stronachlacliar  Hotel).— Out 
from  Stronachlaohar  Hotel,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Stirling 
caught  fifteen  trout;  Mr.  Gnrter,  ten  trout ;  Mr.  R.  A. 
Turnbull,  fifteen  trout;  and  Major-General  Campbell,  six 
trout.  On  Monday,  Mr.  R.  A.  Turnbull  caught  nine 
trout ;  and  Mr.  Stirling  seven  trout.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Turnbull  caught  fourteen  trout ;  Mr.  Gunter,  ten  trout ; 
Mr.  Stirlirg,  twenty  trout ;  and  Mr.  Robert  Henderson, 
twenty-two  trout. — H.  M. 

Iiochleven  (Kinross).— A  week  of  unclouded  sun- 
shine, with  light  easterly  winds,  have  not  kept  fish  from 
rising  as  might  have  been  expected.  They  have  been 
coming  uncommonly  well  to  the  fly,  but  were  hooking 
very  lightly,  and  it  has  been  a  general  complaint  among 
anglers  of  their  hooking  fish  after  fish  before  one  could  be 
netted,  while  it  has  been  the  experience  of  a  number  who 
have  frequently  fished  the  loch  that  they  never  rose  so 
many  fish.  Baskets,  however,  have  only  been  fairly  well 
filled.  The  most  successful  angling  clubs  were  Perthshire 
(sixteen  rods),  who  captured  eighty  trout,  491b.  lOnz. ; 
first  prize,  Mr.  R.  Dunsmore,  nine  trout,  51b.  8oz. 
The  Bridge  of  Allan  Club  killed,  with  nine  rods,  forty- 
six  trout,  301b.  5oz.  ;  first  prize,  Mr.  H.  W.  H. 
Dunsmure,  ten  trout,  81b.  8-iz.  Private  parties : 
Major  Ussher,  twenty-two  trout,  lllb. ;  Mr  J.  L.  Hamil- 
t-in.  nineteen,  13!b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Fyfe  Moffat  and  Mr. 
Goldie,  Edinburgh,  captured,  ia  two  days,  forty-four, 
291b,  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  London,  was  out  most  of  the  wepk, 
and  had  fair  creels ;  Mr.  Clarke,  London,  had  catches 
ranging  to  twenty-eight,  211b.  8oz.,  which  was  the  heaviest 
brought  in  by  any  angler  this  month.  In  two  days  Cipt. 
and  Mr.  R  L.  Garnett,  Lancaster,  had  thirty  trout, 
171b.  4oz. ;  Dr.  Robertson,  Perth,  twenty-seven,  131b.  8i)z. ; 
Mr.  Smith,  East  Linton,  fifteen,  131b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Donaldson, 
Glasgow,  ten,  101b. ;  Mr.  Ednie  and  Mr.  Young,  Edin- 
burgh, twenty,  131b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Glasgow, 
twenty-six,  121b  ;  Mr.  Sheach,  Newport,  and  Mr. 
Kinmond,  Dundee,  nineteen,  101b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  P. 
Wilson,  Markinch,  and  Mr.  McLeod,  Bengal,  twenty, 
lllb.  ;  Mr.  Young,  Aberdour,  thirteen,  101b.  The  catches 
by  other  anglers  averaged  about  81b.  per  boat. — Robert 
Laing. 

Loch  TSess  (Poyers  Hotel),  N.B.— Trout  fishing  on 
Loch  Mhor  has  been  good  during  the  past  week,  and 
notwithstanding  the  bright  sunshine  and  easterly  wind, 
good  baskets  have  been  taken.  Fishing  from  Foyers 
Hotel,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Guild,  of  Inverness,  killed  nine- 
teen tront,  weighing;  101b.,  and  Mr.  King,  on  Loch  Ness, 
got  four  trout,  3ilb.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Hawkins,  of 
Downham,  Norfolk,  got  a  good  basket  of  exceedingly  fine 
trout,  thirty  in  number,  and  weighing  17|lb.,  while  Mr. 
Guild  was  again  successful  in  getting  tbirty-one  trout, 
15 Jib.,  and  Capt.  Featherstonehaugh,  nine  trout.  61b. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Hawkins  got  fifteen  trout,  9Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Parsons,  fourteen  trout,  71b. ;  Capt.  Featherstone- 
haugh, fix  trout,  31b.  ;  and  Mr.  Guild,  thirty-five  trout, 
131b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Hawkins  got  seventeen  trout, 
9Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Parsons,  twelve  trout,  6Jlb.— S.  Til.ston. 

Melvioh  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).— On  June  6,  Mr. 
Pritchard  had  three  trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Drysdale,  thirteen, 
71b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Randall,  sixteen,  7ib. ;  Mr.  C.  Randall, 
two,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Nicholson,  seventeen,  8!b.  7th,  Mr.  W. 
Randall,  eighteen,  7ilb.  ;  Mr.  C.  Randall,  twenty-thre?, 
151b.  ;  Mr.  Nicholson,  twenty-seven,  121b. ;  Mr.  Morrison, 
twelve,  81b.  8th,  Mr.  W.  Randall,  twenty-eight,  lO^lb  ; 
Mr.  Lucas,  four,  31b.  9bh,  Mr.  Pritchard,  one,  41b.  (loch 
stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout  April,  1894) ;  Mr.  W. 
Randall,  twenty-five,  ll|lb;  Mr.  Lucas,  jun.,  fifteen,  71b.  ; 
Mr.  C.  Randall,  one,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Nicholson,  sixteen,  7Jlb. 
lOA,  Mr.  C.  Randall,  three,  Iflb. ;  Mr.  W.  Randall, 
thirty-three,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Pritchard,  fifteen,  7Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Lucas,  jun.,  fifteen,  lOjlb.  12oh,  Mr.  W.  Randall,  six- 
teen. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Both  rod 
and  net  fishings  are  being  prosecuted  with  very  poor 
results.  On  5th,  Col.  Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  two 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Mr,  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  one  of  lllb., 
on  No.  2  ;  arid  Mr.  Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4. 
On  6th,  Major  Burnell-Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  two 
salrnon  on  No.  1  ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  one  on  No.  3.  Mrs. 
Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1  on 
7th,  and  another  on  No.  3  on  9th.  On  8th,  three  gentle- 
men out  on  neighbouring  lochs  from  Bettyhill  Hotel 
made  a  fine  basket  of  trout,  ranging  up  to  Jib.  each.  On 


9th,  a  gentleman  finhing  the  Naver  estuary  had  a  -roi 
haul  of  sea  trout.  On  lOth,  a  lady  and  gentleman  fishing 
Loch  More  made  a  fine  basket  of  81b.  brown  trout. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.- The  cry  is  for  rain. 
Every  side  stream  is  becoming  a  white  streak  of  shingle, 
and  even  the  main  streams  are  showing  too  wl  ite  a  margin 
for  wholesome  sport.  On  the  upper  parts  of  the  Dee  ep<)Tt 
continues  fairly  good  ;  on  the  middle  and  lower  waters 
again  angling  is  ntarly,  if  not  altogether,  suspended.  The 
supplies  of  salmon  on  the  coast  continue  very  light  from 
day  to  day;  giiho  ditto.  Sea  trout,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  more  plentiful  tlian  they  have  been  for  the  past 
decade,  and  are  affording  good  evening  and  morning  sport 
to  estuary  fishers  and  anglers  immediately  above.  The 
yellow  fin  are  also  strongly  in  evidence  this  season,  but 
too  light  in  weight  and  small  in  size  for  beiag  freely 
basketed  as  yet.  On  the  Lower  Invercauld  section,  Mr. 
lUingworth  creeled  a  fish  of  81b.  and  another  of  71b.  ; 
while  Mr.  Ferguson  had  a  magnificent  fish  of  191b. 
and  another  of  8!b.  on  the  Crathie  section.  The  members 
of  the  Court  party  at  Balmoral  are  having  an  occaeional 
fish ,  seldom  a  day  passing  without  one  or  two  being  banked, 
Mr.  Mather,  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Cro;-8.  and 
others  being  the  most  successful.  On  the  Cambus  O'May 
water,  Mr.  Bailey  creeled  four,  of  61b.,  6]b.,  81b.,  and 
101b.  last  week,  while  Mr.  Styl  had  three  of  average 
weights.  On  the  Glentana  section,  Mr.  Bunteel  had  two; 
Mr.  Farrer,  six;  and  Campbell,  three,  all  of  average 
weights,  during  the  last  few  days.  On  the  Abojne  Hotel 
water.  Dr.  Stephenson  and  others  creeled  a  good  few  fish 
ranging  from  61b.  to  181b.  The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board 
has  dropped  £514  on  the  season's  sales  of  salmon  up  to 
date,  as  compared  with  last  year's  returns,  the  deficiency 
being  equal  to  about  80921b.,  and  last  year  was  itself 
one  of  the  poorest  on  record. 

Wednesday  Night.  —  The  drought  still  continues 
without  a  break  in  the  cloudless  sky,  and  sport  more 
difficult  than  ever.  A  very  heavy  catch  of  salmon  and 
grilse  was  made  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  on  Tuesday 
morning,  more  than  200  giilaa  being  got  at  one  tide. 
This  is  cheering  if  a  bit  of  spate  came  away  to  let  them 
up,  as  they  are  evidently  on  the  coast  in  force.  Capt. 
Mackay  had  four  fine  sea  trout  at  one  tide,  and  six  at 
another,  all  over  1  Jib.,  two  days  last  week  ;  while  other 
anglers  were  equally  successful — on  the  Dess  waters,  two  ; 
on  Ballogie,  three ;  and  on  Woodend,  three  fish.  All 
average  weights  were  got  yesterday  (Tuesday).  Mr. 
Haslam  has  had  one  or  two  on  Carlogie.  On  a  great 
many  reaches  angling  has  been  entirely  suspended  owing 
to  the  excessive  drought  — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
On  Tuesday,  last  week,  Dr.  Nesham,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
on  Loch  Griam,  thirty-one  trout,  1.31b. ;  and  Mr.  Dodgson, 
Keston,  Kent,  on  Flag  Beat,  Loch  Sbin,  twenty-two, 
101b.  On  Wednesday,  Dr.  Paradox,  Newcastle,  on  Flag, 
twenty-one  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Dodgson,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land,  nineteen,  91b,  ;  Major  Dixon,  London,  on  Flag, 
nineteen,  121b.  ;  Rev.  Canon  Faber,  Doncaster,  on  Top 
Shin,  fourteen,  72lb. ;  Rev  Mr.  Beard,  Glasgow,  on  Loch 
Merkland  (one  and  a  half  hours),  twenty-three,  101b.  ; 
and  Messrs.  Gumming  and  Milchell,  Edinburgh,  on  Lrch 
Shin  (two  hours),  twenty-three,  121b.  On  8th,  baskets 
ranged  up  to  twenty  trout,  91b.  On  9th,  Dr.  Paradox, 
Newcastle,  on  Mid-Shin,  twenty-one  trout,  141b.,  and  a 
fero.v  of  61b.  ;  Major  and  Miss  Dixon,  on  Top  Shin, 
eighteen  tiout,  61b.,  and  a.  ferox  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Dodgson,  on 
Flag,  seventy  trout,  221b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson  and  Mrs. 
Jackson,  Wakefield,  on  Merkland,  twenty,  9ib. ;  Mr. 
Mitchell,  Australia,  fourteen,  81b.  ;  and  Rev.  Canon 
Faber,  on  Loch  Griam,  seventesn,  TJlb.  On  Saturday  and 
also  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  sport  was  equally  good, 
but  full  details  cannot  here  be  given. — B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  weather  of  the  past  week 
has  been  excessively  warm,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  is 
almost  of  tropical  intensity.  Day  fishing  under  the 
present  conditions  is  hopeless,  and  no  anglers  have  been 
out  during  the  past  three  or  four  days.  The  whole  of  the 
rivers  in  the  Border  district  are  down  to  summer  level.  I 
do  not  remember  the  waters  being  so  low  in  the  secind 
week  in  June  as  they  are  now,  and  there  is  not  the 
slightest  indication  of  a  change  to  rain.  Last  week-end 
a  few  rods  were  out  fishing  the  clear  water  worm,  and  a 
number  of  small  catches  of  yellow  tront  were  reported. 
This  lure  has  been  more  successful  in  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning,  but  many  anglers  object  staying  cut  all  night, 
or  rising  in  the  small  hours  cf  the  morning  for  the  off- 
chance  of  securing  a  sea  trout  and  a  few  burn  trout. 
Those  who  have  been  out  after  dark  with  the  night  fly 
report  fair  sport  among  trout.  The  small  Bustard  Fly  ia 
taking  best,  and  some  good  sea  trout  were  killed  with  that 
fly  during  the  week.  The  trout  made  a  fairly  good  show 
in  the  Solway  nets  on  Thursday  night,  more  especially  in 
the  higher  parts  of  the  Firth,  and  some  large  ones  were 
taken.  One  lessee  had  one  sea  trout  of  13Jlb.  Tne 
general  run  of  sea  trout,  however,  are  now  scaling 
from  21b.  to  4Jlb.  One  of  the  Annan  haaf  net 
men  killed  a  baker's  dozen  on  Monday  morning, 
weighing  from  21b.  to  41b.  each.  This  is  an 
exceptionally  good  catch  for  a  tide,  but  is  not 
equal  to  what  used  to  be  the  case  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years  ago.  Grilse  are  not  making  any  show  ai  far,  but  the 
grilse  in  the  Solway  do  not  run  in  any  numbers  until  July. 
The  herling  of  the  Solway  rivers  are  cotdueyet,  and  it  may 
be  fully  a  fortnight  before  we  get  the  first  of  these  trout 
in  the  rivers.  As  a  rule  the  Annan  gets  the  first  of  the 
herling  run.  Referring  to  my  diary,  1  notice  that  we  did 
not  get  the  first  herling  last  year  until  July  11.  If  the 
present  fine  weather  holds,  we  may  have  them  this  year 
by  the  end  of  the  month.  The  following  notes  refer  to  the 
sport  had  during  the  week  on  the  different  rivers.  The 
Annan. — Angling  has  been  very  poor  on  this  river,  and  all 
day  fishing  has  been  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the  excessive 
heat,  bright  sunshine,  and  low  waters.    A  few  small 
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baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  ia  the  middle 
reaches  with  small  pink  worm  on  Stewart  tackle.  On 
Monday  night,  Mr.  Thomas  Shortridge-Tweedie  killed  a 
splendid  sea  trout  of  4Jlb.,inthe  Howes  Pool,  with  fly.  Mr. 
Pas'ey  Dirom's  keeper  landed  several  sea  trout  in  the  Mount 
Annan  water  with  the  night  fly ;  and  a  few  fair-sized 
yellow  trout  have  alfo  been  ciught.  Similar  sport  is 
reported  from  the  Hoddom  Castle  water,  but  few  rods  are 
fishing  now.  A  lad  took  a  fine  yellow  trout  in  the  lower 
tidal  waters  with  a  shrimp  bait.  The  sea  trout  are  to  be 
seen  niijhtly  runninc  up  the  river  as  soon  as  dusk  comes 
on.  The  Nith. — No  eport  woith  reporting  is  taking 
place  this  week  on  the  Nith  and  its  tributaries.  The 
Cluden  and  Cairn  waters  are  far  too  low  for  any  sport  now. 
In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  portion,  in  Mid-Nitbsdale,  a 
few  yellow  trout  and  one  sea  trout  was  caught.  No 
improvement  i^  expected  until  after  a  flood  comes.  The 
Galloway  Lochs  and  Kivers. — The  pike  appear  to  be 
increasing  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Ken,  where  it  falls 
into  the  loch.  Last  week  upwards  of  a  dozen  pike,  vary- 
ing in  weight  from  2Jlb.  to  101b.,  were  killed.  Of  course, 
there  are  many  finer  onps  in  Loch  Ken,  but  the  pike  are 
only  fished  for  in  the  slack  season.  Loch  fishing  has  been 
fairly  good,  but  the  catches  would  be  better  with  a 
gooi  south-west  breeze  on  the  lochs,  and  a  fall  of 
Tain  would  further  improve  the  catches.  A  good 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  from  Loohinvar  Hotel  on 
the  lochs  of  the  neighbourhr  o3,  and  some  pretty  fair  trout 
have  been  caught.  Messrs.  Barker  and  party  had 
TTiodprnte  sport  last  week  on  Lochinvar,  and  also  on 
Knockman  Loch.  The  above  party  had  six  yellow  trout 
one  day  last  week,  weighing  81b.  Dr.  Murray  and  Mr. 
Shipley  fished  Loch  Harrow  on  Wednesday,  and  killed 
fourteen  yellow^  trout.  A  local  rod  had  a  capital  catih  on 
Lnch  Mossroddick.  Nothing  ia  being  done  on  the  rivers, 
owing  to  the  low  waters  and  bright  sunshine.  Ayeshibe 
District. — A  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the 
Dalmellington  Loch  Doon  since  last  week.  It  has  been 
most  difiicult  to  secure  a  basket  of  trout  under  the  con- 
ditions of  bright  and  calm  weather.  Mr.  Baird,  a  visitor, 
killed  thirty  yellow  trout  on  this  loch  on  Fiiday.  Other 
rods  moderate  sport.  Rain  is  greatly  wanted  to  impio'/e 
the  waters.  All  fishing  on  the  streams  of  Ayrshire  is  at 
a  standstill  this  week.  The  Solway  Derwent. — Among 
the  more  fucoessful  anglers  out  on  the  Cockermouth 
Derwent  mention  may  be  made  of  the  following  :  Messrs. 
J.  Soulsby,  R.  V.  Cooper,  R.  F.  Brown,  and  J.  Tiffin. 
Mr.  Varty,  of  Broughton,  killed  a  trout  of  4Jlb.  Mr. 
Cnckton  and  Mr.  J.  Plaskett  had  fairly  good  sport  during 
the  past  week  on  the  Derwent  and  Cocker.  Ssa  trout 
are  beginning  to  run,  and  two  or  three  have  been  got  on 
the  "coops."  Mr.  J.  Thompson  ("Matty")  had  a  fine 
yellow  trout  on  Saturday  night,  which  weighed  2^\h  ,  ani 
he  had  a  number  of  other  good  fish.  Yellow  trout  fishing 
is  good  in  this  district,  but  few  of  the  locil  anglers  go  out, 
preferring  to  wait  for  the  run  of  sea  trout.  Good  fish  are 
being  caught  on  Crnmmock  and  the  other  lakes.  Bassen- 
thwaite  is  in  capital  order,  as  also  Wastdale,  &c.  Rain  is 
very  much  wanted  to  improve  the  angling. — Heather- 
bill. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 

The  glorious  weather  we  have  been  experiencing  during 
the  past  ten  days  has  oausfd  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  to 
Tun  down  to  small  dimeuEions.  Salmon  angling  is,  of 
course,  nil,  but  trout  anglers,  both  with  fly  and  worm,  are 
doing  fairly  well.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Robt.  Robertson, 
Kelso,  had  61b.  of  fine  trout,  one  specimen  being  just  on 
21b.  ;  on  the  same  river,  Mr.  Malcolm  had  41b.,  both 
baskets  clear  water  worm  fishing.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr. 
Jas.  Reid  had  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Andrew  Thompson,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
.Tames  Stsel,  71b.  (including  a  trout  of  2^\h  ).  On  the 
Tweed,  Mr.  James  Hogg  had  baskets  of  2 Jib..  41b,,  and 
CJlb.  during  the  week,  and  to-day,  on  the  Eden,  Mr. 
Arch  Steel,  jun.,  had  51b.  of  very  fine  trout,  all  killed  with 
fly._  Mr.  Wm.  Shiel  has  had  three  baskets  of  trout, 
weighing  from  2|lb  up  to  6Ib.  ;  Mr.  A.  Thompson,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  G  Stewart,  2|lb.,  4ilb.,  O  b  ,  and  31b  ,  all  on  Tweed 
with  worm  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Charles  Farquharson  has 
had  some  nice  takes  of  trout,  varying  from  31b. 
up  to  6Ib.  ;  while  Mr.  G.  Thomson  has  had  three 
baskets  of  31b,,  51b.,  and  4  Jib.,  all  with  worm 
clear  water  worm  fishing.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  James 
Affleck,  Heiton,  had  61b.  of  trout;  Mr.  James  Mather, 
4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Tho3.  Johnston,  51b.  ;  and  Mr.  George  Grey, 
2Jlb.  A  great  many  of  very  heavy  grayling  have  a'so  been 
killed  during  the  past  week  by  various  anglers,  some  of 
the  fish  rnnning  up  to  from  lib.  to  liflb,,  while  one  was 
got  on  Tpviot  which  scaled  21b.  The  pike  season  is  now 
on  again  h»re,  and  peveral  captures  have  been  made.  Mr. 
Frank  Stephani,  on  Monday,  had  half  a  dozen  of  these  fish, 
which  wpighrd  in  all  401b  ;  Mr.  R.  Afflfck,  tailor  and 
clothier,  Heiton,  two  pike,  01b,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  R.  Hogarth, 
Heiton  Mill,  two  pike,  of  01b.  and  41b. ;  Mr.  James 
Gilson,  Earlston,  three  fieh,  of  Ol'o,,  41b.,  and  81b.  ;  all 
killed  on  Teviot  but  Mr.  Stephani's,  which  were  got  partly 
on  Tweed  and  partly  on  Teviot,  but  all  in  one  day. 
E^pr  iog  fishing  for  trout  ia  now  in  full  swing,  and 
tai'ly  good  baskets  ara  being  made  ranging  from 
2Jlb.  up  to  41b  Competitions  are  still  going  on 
in  the  Border  district,  and  on  Wednesday  last  the 
thirty-sacond  annual  ompntition  of  the  Berwick  Anglers' 
CInb  took  place  on  the  Whitadder,  which  was  not  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  gold  medal  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
Watson,  Maryold,  for  heavipst  basket,  which  weighed 
31b.  9oz  ,  and  contained  fnnrtpon  fiab.  The  next  best 
basket  was  awarded  to  Mr.  R.  Weddell,  Berwick,  with  31b. 
The  twenty-third  competition  of  the  Allanton  Club  took 
place  on  .lane  8  in  splendid  weather,  and  waters  in  grand 
trim.  Ten  members  weighed-in.  Results:  Challenge 
bowl,  Mr.  James  Caldnr,  151b.  Joz. ;  club  rod,  Mr.  A. 
Martin  Calder,  121b.  loz.  ;  third,  Mr.  W.  A.  Hobson, 
lOlb.  ]5ioz. ;  4th  (heaviest  dozen),  Mr.  James  Calder, 
31b.  5oz.    The  net  salmon  fishing  in  the  Tweed  has  aome- 


■what  improved  during  the  week,  there  being  a  slight 
improvement  both  in  the  takes  of  trout  and  salmon,  while 
one  or  two  more  grilse  are  being  got.  The  catches,  how- 
ever, on  the  whole  are  poor.  Prices  are  :  Salmon,  2s.  Id. ; 
trout,  Is.  3d.  to  23.  per  lb.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private 
Waters,  and  Gortnorabbey  Hotel,  Lough  Conn). 

— The  fishing  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  good  on  the 
loch.  Mr.  Solomon  killed  six  salmon  in  the  week,  the 
largest  weighing  'Jib.  Mr.  King,  in  four  days,  killed 
seven  salmon,  the  largest  weighing  81b.  and  the  smaUpet 
51b.,  and  lost  three  ready  for  the  net.  Mr.  J.  Willis 
Quigley  killed  two  salmon  in  the  week,  and  made  several 
gi'od  baskets  of  trout,  the  largest  weighing  81b.  Mr. 
Little  also  had  some  good  baskets,  the  largest  weighing 
31b.  If  the  weather  turns  favourable  for  fishing— as  at 
present  it  is  too  bright — we  will  have  good  sport.  I  may 
also  add  that  most  of  the  above  salmon  were  killed  on  the 
minnow. — The  Manager. 

Ballina  (Private  Waters  of  the  Moy  Hotel).— 
Weather  getting  cloudy  ;  water  in  splendid  order  ;  all  the 
pools  of  the  private  water  well  stocked  with  fish  ;  nets 
taking  up  to  seventy  per  day.  One  nice  fish  got  on  the 
fly  on  llth  inst.  (71b.),  the  only  rod  being  out.  Mr, 
Kempsey  and  friends,  stopping  at  Runagry  Lodge,  made 
some  very  nice  baskets  of  trout,  scaling  181b.  and  201b., 
for  a  few  hours  per  day,  largest  weighing  6  b. — John 
Devers. 

Bann. — There  has  not  been  much  done  on  this  river 
for  the  past  week  as  the  weather  has  been  all  against  the 
anglers — east  wind,  with  a  cloudlefs  sky  all  day  and  frost 
at  night — the  latter  preventing  the  trout  from  rising  after 
sunset  to  the  few  sedges  that  come  on  the  water.  There 
is  a  run  of  grilse  so  far  up  as  Kilrea,  three  of  which  have 
been  landed.  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  took,  on  the  Movanagher 
reach,  one  salmon,  101b.  ;  and  Mr.  H  Lyle,  two  giilse,  and 
one  salmon,  151b.  Mr.  Walter  H.  Wilson  is  back  on  the 
Bann,  after  having  been  on  the  Boyne  for  the  month  of 
May.  He  landed  on  Monday  last  a  fish  of  101b.,  on  the 
Judge,  under  Movanager  Weir.  He  had  grand  sport  on 
the  Blackcastle  reach,  which  he  rented  from  Sir  T. 
Ley  for  a  month.  He  landed  twenty-five  salmon,  the 
largest  scaled  301b.  Only  one  of  these  fish  was  landed  on 
the  local  patterns  of  flies,  which  Sir  Thomas  provided  for 
him,  the  Bann  patterns  having  taken  the  others.  He 
was  flooded  off  the  river  for  three  days,  after  which  the 
fish  would  look  at  no  fly  but  an  improved  Dunkeld. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bann  (Toomebridge,  Co.  Antrim).  —  On  these 
sections  evening  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  some 
good  takes  of  trout  were  made  since  last  report.  Major 
S.  A.  M.  Bruce,  J.P.,  killed  several  nice  fish  up  to  l|lb.  ; 
Capt.  Ludlow,  D.A.A.G.,  Belfast,  had  a  nice  dish  on 
Saturday  morning  before  sunrise,  inc'uding  a  brace  lib. 
and  21b.  respectively — dry  fly  fishing.  Several  grilse  were 
a'so  taken  this  week,  heaviest  5Jlb.  At  Kilrea,  Mr.  Davies, 
Glenmore,  Belfast,  had  some  success  trouting,  his  takes 
including  a  fine  2Jlb.  fish.  I  understand  that  the  lease  of 
the  Kilrea-Movanagher  reach,  held  by  the  Bann  Angling 
Club,  expires  in  September,  the  close  of  the  season. 
Nothing  definitely  has  yet  been  settled  as  to  the  future  of 
that  piece  of  water. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast. — There  is  scarcely  anything  piscatorial  to 
report  from  here.  Trouting  is  practically  over  on  the 
Dams  till  rain  falls,  whilst  the  Clady,  Crossgar,  and 
Six  Mile  water  are  mere  threads. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  fair  at  trout  on  the 
principal  waters  since  last,  but  slack,  generally  speaking, 
at  salmon.  The  weather,  however,  has  been  very  sultry 
and  bright,  aid  it  was  quite  useless,  of  course,  to  fish 
during  the  heat  of  the  day.  After  8  p.m.  the  best  sport 
was  obtained. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  long  drought  is  telling  on 
sport  on  this  river,  though  a  decent  number  of  peal  and  an 
odd  epringer  were  killed  lately.  Amongst  those  out  were 
Capt.  Bowman,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Cohen,  Mr.  W.  Townsend, 
Lieut. -General  Dashwood,  Capt.  Curzon,  Sir  W.  R. 
Williams,  Bart.,  Col.  Parker,  and  Commander  Law,  R.N., 
all  of  whom  killed  from  a  couple  of  fish  to  half  a  dozen 
per  day.  During  the  past  month  over  150  peal  were 
killed.  Not  much  is  being  done  on  Lough  Corrib. — 
J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.  —  Owing  to  the  almost 
tropical  heat  evening  fiehing  alone  is  permissible  on  these 
waters.  On  the  Blackwater  about  Benburb  a  few  good 
trout  were  killed  recently  and  one  or  two  grilse.  On  the 
Torrent  tributary,  Tuesday  evening,  a  local  angler  killed 
five  trout;  and,  before  the  water  lowered,  Benson  and 
Mr.  J.  M.  Hamilton  had  some  successes.  The  Ballinderry 
is  running  down  fast,  and  except  daring  the  evening  and 
morning  rise  nothing  was  done  in  the  past  fortnight.  Mr. 
Frederick  Grier  on  his  TuUylagan  preserves,  Mr.  Charles 
Gaussen  on  Longhry  preserves,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Magrce 
are  credited  with  good  sport.  Coarse  fishing  on  Roan 
Lake  this  week  was  productive  of  good  bags  of  perch  and 
pike.— J.  A.  B. 

Bme  (Bally  shannon  and  Belleek).— The  following 
are  the  particulars  :  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  took  one  grilse 
of  Clb.  on  8th  inst,,  and  two  salmon,  of  81b.  and  151b,,  on 


SECiiET  Societies,  both  of  a  harmless  and  of  a  harmful  kind, 
are  more  nunierons  in  this  country  than  most  people  beliavo. 
Some  are  merely  foolish,  and  may  ba  safely  left  alone,  but  others 
are  a  real  danger  to  the  o'  mmunity.  The  members  of  these 
latter  societies  are  mostly  foieigners,  outlaws  from  tlifir  own 
land,  the  riff-raff  of  the  Continent.  Now,  if  we  are  to  enjoy  a 
healthy  national  life,  these  foreign  impurities  must  be  cleared 
out  of  our  sotial  system.  It  stands  to  reason  that  this  ii  so, 
and  wh»t  is  true  of  the  nation  is  true  of  the  mdividual.  Half  the 
ilincsH  to  which  man  is  subject  is  duo  to  the  foreign  impurities  in 
the  blood ;  by  the  use  of  Ilolloway's  Pills  these  can  be  cleared 
away  and  health  restored  with  certainty,  safety,  and  rapidity. 


9th  and  10th  inst  ;  Major-General  Diokins  took  one 
salmon  of  71b.  on  13th  inst.,  and  Dr.  E.  Aiken  took  one 
grilse  of  51b.  on  eame  day;  Mr.  John  Thomson  took 
another  grilse  of  51b.  on  8th  inst.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  and 
others  took  a  few  trout  in  the  late  evenings  during  the 
pist  week — largest,  41b.  weight.  Rain  is  very  much 
needed  before  an  improvement  can  take  place  in  trout  or 
salmon  fishing. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerrjr  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  dull  on  even  the  best 
of  the  Kerry  rivers,  owing  to  the  abnormally  hot  weather 
for  the  feison.  On  the  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagb,  and 
Cashen,  in  North  Kerry,  fair  sport  was  had  at  sea  and 
brown  trout  in  the  late  evenings ;  but  on  the  Inney, 
Curran,  Cummeragh,  and  Reenroe,  in  the  South  Kerry 
district,  very  little  was  done,  though  a  few  salmon  were 
had  on  the  Cara,  Laune,  and  Flask  on  a  couple  of  days. 
— T.  J.  D. 

L«e  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  on  this  river  is 
practically  at  a  standstill  until  we  get  some  rain.  The 
river  is  dead  low,  and  the  weather  so  bright,  that  only 
those  who  are  up  in  the  morning  early  have  any  chance. 
A  large  quantity  of  very  fine  grilse  and  salmon  have  con- 
gregated at  the  waterworks  (in  the  tidal  part  of  river) , 
waiting  for  a  rise  of  water  to  take  them  to  the  upper 
reaches.  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  one,  101b, ;  Mr.  J,  Caulfield, 
one  grilse,  4!b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son, 

Longh  Conn  (Cloghans). — Mr.  White,  one  salmon 
and  some  handsome  trout ;  Dr.  Collins,  three  salmon  in 
one  day  ;  Mr.  Tracy,  three  salmon  in  two  days,  together 
with  a  dozen  of  trout,  averaging  lib. ;  Mrs.  Tracy,  two 
salmon  and  some  handsome  trout,  weighing  2llb.  ;  Mr. 
Tickle,  in  seven  days,  eight  salmon,  with  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout;  Mr.  Conolly,  fifty  troat  in  ten  days, 
from  31b.  to  41b. ;  Mr.  Rouslan,  seventy  trout,  averaging 
IJlb.  Good  prospects  of  sport  for  coming  week. — Tom 
Clarke. 

Iiongh  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).- Spoit 
has  been  slack  in  all  departments,  owing  to  the  tropical 
weather  of  the  past  week.  In  the  late  evenings  a  few  sea 
trout  have  been  had,  and  at  those  times  the  brown  trout 
rose  freely  enough  on  many  of  the  fishing  grounds  along 
the  southern  shores,  Salmon  and  sea  trout  are  still 
numerous  in  the  tidal  waters,  awaiting  a  fresh  before 
ascending.  Peal  are  coming  in  in  good  numbers,  but  they 
do  not  sliow  the  least  inclination  to  rise  to  flies. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask,  Corrib  and  Lough  Na  Pough;— 
The  following  anglers  are  fishing  from  Mount  Gable 
Hotel,  Clonbur:  Major  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Booth,  Dr.  Grey,  Capt.  Watkins, 
Lieut  Bartholomew,  also  Messrs.  Grey,  Cock,  and  Smith. 
Weather  warm  and  bright;  fishing  not  so  good  as  last 
report,  still  fair  baskets  are  creeled,  Mr.  Smith  getting 
the  largest  trout,  a  gillaroo,  41b.  (sent  off  to  Williams', 
Dublin,  to  be  set  up),  and  a  pike,  181b. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — Fishing  was  almost  hopeless  during 
the  past  week  for  either  salmon  or  trout  owing  to  the  very 
bright  weather.  Still,  the  following  fish  were  taken  trol- 
ling :  Mr.  J.  Hughes  took  a  trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of  41b.  on 
8ch  inst. ;  Mr.  K.  Moloney  took  one  grilse  of  6Jlb.  on  9oh 
inst.  ;  Mr.  A.  Davis  took  another  grilse  of  5|lb.  on  10th 
inst.;  Mr.  McMullen  took  a  trout  (SaJjreo/erox),  51b.,  on 
12th  inst.  Trouting  was  again  poor  during  the  day  since 
last  report,  but  some  decent  baskets  of  gillaroo  and 
brown  trout  were  taken  in  the  evenings.  The  May  Fly  is 
now  practically  over,  and  would  have  been  a  good  season 
with  it,  a3  some  good  fish  were  taken,  but  the  weather 
unfortunately  was  most  unfavourable  all  the  time. — M. 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Melvin  (Lower  Reaches,  Xinlough 
End), — Owing  to  the  prevailing  drought  fly  angling  was 
not  a  snccess.  During  the  past  week  some  nice  catches 
were  had  trolling.  Fair  baskets  were  made  by  fly  anglers 
in  the  early  mornings  and  late  evenings.  Rain  is  badly 
needed  to  improve  angling. — P.  Gallagher. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Watervilte,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  his  been  good  at  brown  trout  in  the  late  evenings  on 
the  above  waters,  the  best  baskets  being  had  on  Lough 
Cummeravanig,  Drenane,  and  Coppal.  On  Filealougha, 
on  Monday,  Mr,  Smyrne  caught  three  dozen  brown  trout, 
heaviest,  21b. ;  average  weight,  jlb. — T.  J.  D. 

Moume  (Newtonstewart,  co,  Tyrone).  —  The 
water  is  running  low  but  in  fair  order  for  evening  up- 
stream fishing.  Up  to  date  anglers  from  England  who 
patronised  this  river  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  sport 
it  affords.  Tom  M'Colgan  had  several  nice  bags  of  trout, 
including  a  fish  of  over  4lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Jones  had  another 
of  31b.  The  first  flood  will  bring  up  silmon  from  the 
Foyle.  There  is  plenty  of  salmon  in  the  tideway,  and  I 
heir  that  those  taken  in  the  nets  are  exceptionally  large. 
Unfortunate!/  there  is  no  imminent  change  in  the 
weather. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Coghlan's  Hotel  Waters,  Poxford).— Fish- 
ing here  the  last  week.  Major  Watkins,  three  salmon, 
71b.,  6Ib,,  OJlb. ;  Col.  Ewing,  one  61b.  Some  of  the  locil 
fishers  got  a  good  many  trout.  The  weather  at  preseiit  is 
against  angling,  it  is  so  bright,  and  the  days  so  hot.  Very 
good  prospect  of  sport  if  there  is  a  change,  as  there  is  a 
lot  of  fresh  fish  in  the  pools. — Angler. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Ma>o). — North-east  wind  and  bright  sunshine  has  made 
angling  dull  here.  Mr.  Pits,  two  grilse,  7ilb. ;  Mr.  0. 
Foster,  three,  I  tlb. ;  Mr.  Slaven,  one  salmon,  13lb.  Trout 
fishing  oa  the  lough  very  poor.  Quite  a  number  of  anglers 
trolling  on  the  lough,  few  only  being  rewarded  by  an  odd 
grilse. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconneli).  —  On  Dooness,  Mr. 
Hodges  killed  one  peal,  4lb.,  on  12th  ;  and  one  peal,  51b., 
on  13th.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  A.  T.  Cobbold  killed,  7th, 
one  salmon,  17ilb  ;  8th,  two  peal,  5lb.,  Clb. ;  9th,  two 
peal,  51b,,  7ilb.  ;  12th,  one  peal,  61b.;  13th,  one  peal, 
Clb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Aatley  Creswick  killed,  7th, 
one  peal,  5Jlb. ;  9th,  one  peal,  51b. ;  10th,  one  salmon, 
81b. ;  12th.  six  peal,  51b.,  51b.,  61b.,  61b.,  Clb.,  71b. ;  13th, 
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two  ppal,  51b.,  51b.  On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  goc  one 
peal,  51b.,  on  12th.  On  Woodlinds,  Mr.  G.  W.  Graenhill 
killed  one  peal,  "ib.,  on  13th.  On  the  Castle  Fishery, 
Major  A.  p.  Bulpett  killed  one  peal,  41b  ,  on  13th.  We 
regret  having  to  report  that  a  larjre  number  of  trout  were 
found  on  Tuesday  dead  in  th?  river,  and  we  await  the 
result  of  a  post-mortem  examination  as  to  the  cause  of 
such  a  disaster. — J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lak's  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry).— Sport  is 
still  conficed  to  brown  trout,  as  the  outlets  are  too  low  to 
indnce  the  sea  trout  to  come  up  from  the  lower  waters. — 
T.  .T.  D. 

Waterville  River.  —  Sport  has  been  backward, 
though  salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout  are  very  numerous  in 
the  lower  or  preserved  portion.  The  weather,  however, 
continues  quite  tropical,  and  the  only  chances  of  sport  are 
had  in  the  late  evenines.  On  Saturday  Col.-Surgeon 
Barry  had  a  salmon  of  61b.  from  the  bridge.— T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  '^ixtuves. 

June  18.  — 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Match  at  Pnlborongh. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Dagenham. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Match  at  Pulborougb. 

Convivial :  Roving  match. 

Dibdin  :  Outing. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing. 

Globe  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Match  at  Slougb. 

Lincoln  :  Onting  to  Pulborougb. 

Ormonde :  Outing  to  Pulborougb. 

South  Bermnndsey  :  Competition  at  Pulboroogh. 

Stratford :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Wimbledon  Pitcatorials  :  Outing. 

Woolwich  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 

Te  Olde  Clapham  Hovers  :  Outing  to  Pnlborongh, 
Jime  21. 

Brompt-on :  Annual  dinner. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
June  22. 

Albion  Brothers  :  Supper. 

Jubileo  :  Match  at  Welsh  Harp. 
June  24. 

Lychnobite  :  Benefit  concert. 


June  25. — Albion  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

,,    25. — A'laaon  United :  Pegged-down  ma^'ch. 

,,    25. — Amicable  Waltonians :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 
25. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

„    25. — Conviviil :  Match  at  Bnckhnrst  Hill. 

,,    25. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Onting  to  TJxbridge. 

,,    25. — Elgin  :  Brake  onting. 

,,    25. — Harcourt :  Match  at  Langley. 

,,   25. — Ormonde  :  Outing  and  dinner  to  Hastings, 

„    25. — Phoenix  :  Brake  outing. 

„    25. — Sundial :  Brake  onting. 

,,    27. — Grange  :  Dinner  at  Wateringbury. 

,,   28. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
July    2. — Convivial  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 

,,     9.— Clerkenwell  and   District :    Competition  at 
Amberley. 

,,     9. — Cobden  :  Match. 

,,    15. — Lychnobite  :  Onting  to  Hertford, 


We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Keport  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  delegate  meet- 
ing wiJl  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  June  19,  at 
8.30.  Will  secretaries  of  societies  please  inform  their 
delegates  that  Eule  8  will  b3  strictly  enforced  ?—R. 
Ghcrnev. 

Anelers'  Association  (Westeen  District)  Visit- 
injf  £ist. — Anglers  please  take  note  that  the  next  return 
visit  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  June  29,  at  the  Sundial 
Angling  Srciety,  held  at  Plough  and  Harrow,  King-street, 
Hammersmi'h. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1,  Good  Intent,  £2  7b.,  Hounsfield  Otters  Angling 
Societies'  donation  boxes.  At  the  last  meeting  two 
applications  were  entertained,  and  .£12  was  granted. 
"Tbe  next  committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday, 
June  23,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghlrnky. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— On  June  I  t  we  had 
a  good  muster  of  members.  Being  distribntion  night,  very 
little  business  was  done  ;  we  made  another  new  member. 
On  Jnne  22  we  have  our  supper,  our  .secretary  having  con- 
sented to  take  the  chair,  with  Mr.  A.  Carey  in  the  vice  ; 
snpppr  on  tatile  at  S..'}0.  All  financial  members  are  eligible 
to  come  to  our  sapper,  and  we  hope  to  see  every  member 
present. — C.  J.  Kin'o. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Snaaei,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.  W.— 
We  had  a  crowdfd  meeting  on  Jane  11,  and  we  addel  six 
more  numbers  and  several  pri/es.  The  A. A.  privileges 
were  taken  by  most  members,  and  also  A.B.  tickets.  Our 
match  (pegged  down)  takes  place  on  Jnne  25,  Veitche's 


Pound,  meadow  side,  Lingley.  I  hope  nothing  will  clash 
with  this  arrangement,  as  we  have  given  uofioe  previously 
in  the  FisJiing  Oazetfe,  &c. ;  and  I  will  thank  other  than 
members  if  they  will  not  occupy  any  of  onr  swiois  where 
the  pegs  are  put.  Messrs.  E.  Jackson  and  G.  Pronten  are 
the  stewards  to  see  where  the  pegs  are  mott  suitable  to  be 
placed.  Every  member  to  be  pre  Kent  on  June  21,  quarter 
night,  and  to  clear  up,  and  have  prizes  ready. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Societv.  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  June  13  (Mr.  Drew 
ia  the  chair)  a  deal  of  business  was  carried  through.  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members  at  Pulborougb  on 
the  18th,  as  I  have  on  hand  some  Central  Competition 
tickets. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury. — Oar  annual  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  on  June  14,  when  a  good  muster  of 
members  were  present.  Messrs.  Harding,  Moir,  Calvert, 
Long,  and  Reeves  were  the  principal  winners.  We  have  a 
large  amount  of  prizes  promised  for  next  season ;  and  a 
very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. — S.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Bxcelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — I  wish  to  inform 
members  and  friends  that,  on  account  of  the  illness  of  our 
secretary,  our  distribution  of  prizes  will  not  take  place 
nntil  July  12,  when  I  hope  all  those  that  have  promised 
priz?s  will  let  me  have  them  as  soon  as  possible.  Last 
Wednesday  was  the  first  meeting  we  have  had  for  a  long 
time,  when  we  made  a  new  member. — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Societj',  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — At  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  above,  on  June  14,  some  important 
business  was  transacted,  and  final  arrangements  made  for 
the  match  at  Wateringbury  on  June  25.  Most  of  the 
members  will  be  at  Pulborougb  on  the  18bh,  in  the  Central 
Competition. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — We  had  a  large  muster  of 
members  on  Wednesday  last,  when  the  privil'^ge  tickets 
were  given  out.  Will  all  members  who  have  not  already 
done  so  attend  and  clear  the  books,  and  also  take  up 
privilege  tickets.  On  Tuesday,  Capt.  H.  G.  Nichols 
weighed  in  a  nice  trout  of  21b. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Anglers'  Fride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth.  —  We  held  our  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  had  a  fair  attendance  of  members, 
old  and  new  ones  together.  We  also  have  some  new 
members  to  make  on  Wednesday  next,  and  hope  all  mem- 
bers will  rally  up  to  this  society. — A.  A.  C. 

Battersea  Friendly  Ai.gling  Sooiaty,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  fcs.W. — Members  are 
reminded  of  first  match  at  Amberley  on  the  25th  inst.  Go 
down  on  the  morning  by  8.27  (Clapham  Junction)  ;  return 
by  7.14  (Amberley).  Also  note  that  the  altered  rules  now 
come  into  operation,  notably  the  increased  standard. 
Several  new  members  proposed  at  last  meeting,  and  mora 
are  welcome. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battersea  Fisoatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh,  Yerona- 
street,  Battersea. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  made 
another  new  member,  Mr.  McBachan,  and  have  still  room 
for  more.  I  am  pleased  to  annonnca  that  the  three  prizes 
outftmding  on  distribution  night  have  been  paid  in 
and  given  to  the  winners.  Will  members  kindly  attend 
next  Wednesday  for  important  business  ? — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Sociexiy,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  members  of  the 
above  will  fish  a  competition  for  the  June  series  of  prizes 
at  Pulboro'  on  June  18,  nnder  the  same  conditions  as  the 
Central  Association  competition — Ale.  Coxn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Sooieti^,  The  Imperial, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Our  meeting  was  well  patronisad 
on  Wednesday  evening,  several  new  members  being 
elected,  and  several  more  for  election.  Shall  be  pleased  to 
see  all  members  at  cup  competition  on  June  18 ;  sorry  to 
say  we  have  lost  our  old  host  Bindoff  for  a  time. — Wheel- 
house. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.  —  We  had  a 
very  well-attended  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  for  the  benefit 
of  "  Old  Uncle  "  (G.  Foster),  and  I  thank  all  friends  who 
so  kindly  assisted  him  on  this  occasion  ;  we  also  enrolled 
three  new  members  during  the  evening. — F.  Randall. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Doyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  8.W. — It  is  expected  that  the 
annual  dinner  on  the  21st  will  prove  a  great  success.  We 
have  a  splendid  list  of  artists  who  have  promised  to  come. 
The  chair  will  be  taken  by  John  H.  Richardson,  Esq., 
fac^d  by  W.  H.  Elsmore. — C.  Ashby. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  E  Iward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N. — 
On  June  6  we  had  our  thirty-fifth  anneal  distribntion  of 
prizes  won  during  last  season.  Upwards  of  forty-four  were 
distributed  among  the  sncceesfal  members.  Among  them 
were  a  case  of  champagne,  given  by  Mr.  Burr,  of  Theale  ; 
our  old  friend,  T.  Goodchild,  of  the  Florencs,  Islington,  a 
case  of  whisky;  Mr.  Mills,  a  splendid  jack  rol;  Mr. 
Gardner,  a  very  pretty  toilet  set.  A.  Field  was  top  weight 
of  roich  with  15Clb.  Oar  two  gold  medals  for  Sunday 
and  Wednesdays  were  won  by  H.  C.  Canton  and  F.  Lewis. 
Total  weight  of  fish  weighed-in  during  the  season  was 
7031b.  4ioz  — Hy.  Tame. 

Cambridge  Heatn  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  June  11  Mr.  Blsworthy,  sen.,  weighed- 
in  a  trout  from  the  Lea ;  weight,  41b.  Our  first  prize 
onting  this  season  takes  place  at  Dagenham  Lake  on  the 
18th,  for  ten  prizes.  Members  can  go  down  on  Saturday 
night,  17th,  by  signing  the  book  at  clubhouse  after  2  p.m. 
All  to  meet  at  The  Chequers  at  2.30  a  m.,  to  sign  stewards' 
book.  Start  fishing  at  daybreak  ;  cease  at  5  p.m. ;  show 
fish  at  The  Chequers  not  later  thin  6  p.m.  Stewards, 
H.  Deverill  and  C.  Wicks.   The  annual  general  meeting 


was  held  on  the  13th,  when  fifty  members  were  present. 
Letters  were  read  from  members  unable  to  attend.  Mr. 
B.  Williams  was  unanimously  re-elected  treasurer  for  the 
next  twelve  months,  and  i'j  was  decided  to  add  another 
ollicer  to  our  list,  viz  ,  assistant-secretary.  Mr.  W.  Young 
was  elected  for  the  otBce,  and  the  secretary  remains  P. 
Loft.  It  was  also  carried  that  members  can  weigh-in  on 
Bink  Holidays,  and  the  best  rpsolution  was  that  no 
member  who  has  not  paid  for  his  A.B.S.  membsrship 
ticket  by  June  27  shall  be  allowed  to  weigh-in  fish,  which 
was  unanimously  carried.  Another  working  member  was 
proposed  (Mr.  Stead).— P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— The  fourteenth 
annual  supper  of  this  club  took  place  on  Wednesday  last, 
Mr.  W.  Andrews  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Fuller  in  the 
vic3.  The  principal  winners  were  Messrs.  White,  Taylor, 
Cook,  Frankins,  Fuller,  Fowler,  Marshal],  W.  and  J. 
Andrews,  &c.  The  secretary  announced  that  during  the 
season  872  of  fish  had  been  in  :  Mr.  White,  with  top  weight 
of  2761b.  lOoz.,  first ;  Mr.  Cook,  with  l.oOlb.,  second  ;  and 
Mr.  Fuller,  791b.,  third.  The  balance,  after  paying  all 
expenses,  shows  that  we  have  nearly  £11  to  begin  the 
season  with.  The  evening  was  then  devoted  to  harmony, 
terminating  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  our  worthy 
host  and  hostess  for  the  able  manner  in  which  supper  was 
served.— R.  M. 

Clapham  Jnnotion  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Our  first  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  June  18,  at 
Amberley;  tow-path  only  ;  boundary,  from  Park  gat 'S  to 
Timberley  Bridge.  Train  from  Clapham  Juncti'n  8  27; 
return  from  Air  berley  7.14.  We  have  nominated  another 
new  member,  Mr.  Walter  Hines.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Oa  June  18  we  fish  onr 
first  match  of  the  season  for  three  prizes  (open  ro\-iog)  at 
Pulborougb  ;  one  rod  only,  and  punts  barred.  Members 
will  also  compete  in  the  Central  Competition  in  aid  of 
Jubilee  Nursed'  Fund.  A  brake  will  start  from  the  club- 
house at  6  0  a.m.,  to  enable  members  to  catch  early  train 
from  London  Bridge.  Mr.  E.  C.  Stanley  was  unanimously 
elected  chairman  for  ensuing  season,  and  sixteen  new 
members  have  been  enrolled  during  tne  past  three  weeks. 
— S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  of  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Greit 
Northern  Brothers  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  C.  Watling 
in  the  chair.  A  good  entertainment  was  provided,  and 
fifteen  societies  sent  representatives,  viz..  Great  Northern 
Brothers,  Lincoln,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian, 
Amicable  Waltonians,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma, 
North  London,  Camden,  Phcenix,  Royal  George,  Dibdin, 
Original  Clerkenwell,  Collingwood,  Walton,  and  Cotton. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Lincoln  A.S.  Date  later. 
Several  societies  have  not  sent  in  returns  for  programmes. 
P.O.'s  for  them  to  be  sent  to  me  at  the  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  at  an  early  date,  as  the  competition  will 
take  placs  at  Amberley,  on  July  9. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Tuesday  had  a 
good  muster,  and  enrolled  several  more  members.  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  show  on  June  18.  Members  please  note  date 
of  concert. — T.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— I 
hope  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  the  condi- 
tions and  plica  for  the  first  match  of  the  season  will  have 
to  be  made.  The  match  will  take  place  on  July  9. — T. 
Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — We  made  a  new 
wcrldng  member,  Mr.  Wm.  White.  Mr.  Jarrett  resigned 
chairmanship.  The  club  has  made  a  new  prize  of  £1  Is., 
for  most  weighs-in.  AU  fish  to  be  lin.  over  Thames 
measure,  except  Crucian  carp,  which  will  be  club  measure, 
which  has  been  made  an  inch  longer  than  before.  We 
received  further  prizes  from  Mr.  Deplilge,  £1  Is.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Donaldson,  Alma  A.S.,  a  prize  ;  Mr.  G.  F.  Montgomery, 
lOs.  6d. ;  Mr.  Virgo,  a  prize.  All  members  who  want 
competition  tickets  apply  to  Mr.  Poole. — W.  Stafford 
and  F.  SoRGE. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road,  N. — On  June  14  a  good  muster 
of  members.  Dinner  decided  for  June  25,  at  the  Stag 
Hotel,  Buckhurst  Hill.  Members  kindly  note  :  Onting 
arranged  for  July  2,  to  Byfleet,  four  prizes ;  also  kindly 
note,  a  prize  for  gross  weight  on  June  18 ;  anywhere.— 
W.  H.  Carpenter. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — On  June  14  several 
important  items  were  arranged  for  the  coming  season, 
including  election  of  officers;  Messrs.  H.  Sheekey  and  E. 
Starr  were  elected  working  members.  Will  secretaries 
pleas9  note  change  of  club  address  ? — J.  White. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  Fiscatorlal  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  36,  Clerken  well-green,  E.C. — Our 
annual  dinner  was  a  sneces?,  a  most  enjoyable  day  being 
spent  by  the  forty  members  and  friends  who  made  the 
journey  by  road  to  Chertsey.  We  had  a  good  ftttendanca 
on  the  4th,  when  Messrs.  Cleaver  and  Pleasance  were 
elected  hon.  members,  and  Mr.  C.  Glover,  jun.,  proposed 
as  a  working  member,  and  will  come  on  Wednesday 
next  for  election.  A  special  general  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday  next  at  9.30.  I  hope  all  members  will 
do  their  best  to  ba  present.  The  committee  will  meet  at 
8.30,  to  arrange  prize  list  and  other  business. — G.  H. 
Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street.  Dalston. — On  June  13  there  was  a  very 
fair  attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  first  outing 
should  take  place  on  June  25.  Full  particulars  at  the 
clubhouse.  Members  please  note  that  the  new  privileges 
are  ready.— S.  Malby. 
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ATOM  &  DELLER 

Oxroolszed  Ijane,  XiOzi.ca.oxi.  Bridge,  E!.0.,  «&  X,  B-u.x*7-  St.,  St.  JaiXXies',  S.'V\7"., 


are  now  supplying  their  noted 


SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(witli  or  witliout  lockfast  fittings)  at 

TTS/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ^O/- 


NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches.  Width  4  inches. 

Haa  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Oasts, 
Flies,  Hooks,  and,  though  holding  a  large 
Quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room  in 
ine  pocket,  and  having  turned  down  leather 
flaps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has  solid  leather 
backs  and  waterproof  vegetable  leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size.  Is.  f&.j  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers,  or 

WILLIAM  BIRKET, 

LORD  ST.,  PR&STON. 

Wholesale  Agents: 
S.  AI.I.COCK  &  CO.,  BZSDDITCR. 


OPEN> 


THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

A  strictly  Non-party  Organisation  to  urge  upon  the  Government  and  the  Electorate 


the  paramonnt  importance  of  an  adeqnate  Navy  as  the  best  gnarantee  of  peace. 

Terms  of  Membership : 
One  Guinea  per  annum,  or  Ten  Guineas  for  a  life  payment. 
Ladies  are  admitted  for  half  these  payments. 
Hon.  Vice-President's  Subscription,  Five  Guineas  annually, 

or  £2S  in  one  payment  for  life. 
Subscribers  of  less  than  £1  are  enrolled  as  Associates. 


Full  particulars  of  aims  and  work  of  the  Leagfue  may  he  had  on  application  to 
the  Secretary,  to  vrhom  all  cheques  should  be  made  payable. 

The  Navy  League  Journal  ia  published  monthly,  and  sent  post  free  to  all 
Members.    Extra  copies  are  supplied  at  23.  per  annum. 

Head  Office  of  the  League :  13,  Victoria  StbeBt,  Westminster,  S.W. 
Branches;  London  (3),  Bristol,  Bath,  Windsor,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Sydenham, 
Liverpool,  Bedford,  Cape  Town,  Hong  Kong,  Malta,  Toronto,  Durban,  British 
Guiana,  Auckland,  and  Canterbury,  N.Z. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


Mrs.  Cox's  Style  and  Pat- 
terns, Is.  6d.  to  2s. 
dozen,  post  free.  Buffer 
Knot  Oasts,  Is.  6d.  each 


Devon  and  Yorkshire  Hackles 

New  Pattern  Beetles   

Hercules  Casts  


Is.  6d.  dozen. 
2s.  Od.  dozen. 
Is.  3d.  each. 


FLIES.^^ 


doz. 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SaUARE,  WINCHESTEE,  HANTS. 


Price  Four  Shillings,  Post  Free. 

THE  FLY- FISHER'S  REGISTER 


Date,  Place,  Time  Engaged  Fishing,  Natural  Flies  on  Water, 
Time  of  Rise,  Wind  and  Weather,  Artificial  Flies  Used, 
Number  and  Kind  of  Fish  Taken, 
Weight  of  Each  Fish, 
Total  Weight, 
&c. 

(TWO  HUNDRED  DAYS.) 

Arranged  by  W.  H.  POPE. 


LONDON  : 

Published  by  SAMPSON  LOW.  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited, 

Proprietors  of  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTEE  LANE,  E.G. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

3a  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3^. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.  0.  G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  Bnitable  for  sending  to 
friendp  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office:  TUDOR  ST..  E.C. 


Were  taken  in  1897  on  one  of  our  Speoial  TAPERED  SINGLE  GUT  CASTS,  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  1  -  each, 

10  -  per  dozen  (3  yards). 

SALMON  and  TROUT  RODS,  FLIES,  and  CASTS  of  the  HIGHEST  QUALITY. 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.; 
and  at  PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 
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Bibdin  Trout  AngUng  Sooiety,  St.  Martin's 
Tavern,  Pratt-street,  N.W. — Wednesday's  meeting,  very 
good  master.  Privilege  tickets  to  band.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  forgot  one  of  our  members  when  sending  for  same, 
but  by  the  time  this  is  in  print  it  will  be  rectified.  Oar 
outing  on  June  18  is  to  Slongh,  for  three  prizes  ;  members 
to  meet  at  Paddington  to  catch  9  o'clock  train.  Trusting 
to  have  a  tetter  report  next  week,  with  good  prospects  of 
sport,  but  with  the  elements  as  at  present  it  will  be  rough, 
at  least,  so  thinks — Johnny  Edwards. 

Drayton  Park  Fiscatorials.  Stanley  Arms,  Land- 
seer-road,  Holloway-road,  N. — Since  last  report  nothing 
very  special  to  report.  A  few  small  trout  have  been  taken 
from  the  Thames  and  Lea  by  two  membdrs.  On  the  15th 
inst.  committee  met  and  decided  that,  on  the  expiration  of 
the  six  months'  notice  they  have  given,  we  move  to  the 
Half  Moon  Hotel,  Holloway-road,  N.,  where  all  com- 
munications should,  after  this  date,  be  addresssd. — Greg. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.  —  Our  first  match 
takes  place  on  June  25  at  Uxbridge  ;  usual  conditions.— 
W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — We  had  a  strong  muster  of  members  at 
our  weekly  meeting,  with  the  president  (Mr.  T.  Gathercole) 
in  the  chair.  Our  outing,  on  June  18,  takes  place  at 
Hampton  Court  (bank,  punt,  or  boat),  to  fish  for  Mr. 
Fulton's  rod  and  three  other  prizes ;  all  fish  to  weigh. 
Train  leaves  Qlapham  Junction  at  8.25  a  m,,  returniLg 
from  Hampton  Court  at  8  50  p.m. — A.  T. 

Globa  Angling  Society,  Earl  Bussell,  Isledon-road, 
N. — Our  first  outing  will  tike  place  at  Amberley  on  the 
18th  inst.,  when  we  compete  for  five  prizes.  A  brake  will 
start  from  the  clubhouse  for  London  Bridge  at  5.45.  We 
had  two  cases  of  roach  from  Messrs.  Gibson  on  Monday 
last,  one  case  containing  fonr  fith  weighing  81b.  2oz.  All 
members  competing  for  aljove  prizes  must  start  from 
London  on  the  miming. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Midolesex  Hospital. — A  fairly  good 
muster  on  Tuesday  last.  Many  more  prizes  given.  The 
list  we  have  sent  to  the  printers.  Members  requiring  a 
prize  list  please  come  up.  We  start  weighing-in  on 
June  18.  Any  friends  who  would  like  to  see  the  fish  are 
heartily  invited  on  our  meeting  nights. — H.  W.  Ellins. 

Orange  Angling  Soci-ty,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-read,  S.E. — At  the  last  fortnightly  meeting  the 
annual  outing  and  dinner  was  fixed  to  take  place  at 
Wateringbury,  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  inst.  Full  particulars 
will  be  announced  by  circular.  The  five  new  members 
who  were  nominated  by  Mr.  Wm.  Rich,  jun.,  at  the 
previous  meeting  were  balloted  for  and  unanimously 
elected.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  for  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
for  presiding,  and  the  proceedings  terminated. — W.  K. 

Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Bobin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.  —  The 
ClerkenweU  and  District  Visit  paid  to  the  above  society 
on  the  12th  inst.  was  well  attended.  Chairman,  C.  Wat- 
ling  The  following  talented  friends  contributed  to  the 
harmony  :  Messrs.  Coltman,  T.  Hilton,  Sam  and  Tom 
Fuller,  Will  Braighton,  H.  Hutchings,  sen.  and  jun., 
and  C.  Watling.  Fifteen  clubs  responded.  Next  visit  to 
the  Lincoln  A.S. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Harcourt-atreet,  Marylebone. — We  had  our  first  meeting 
on  Thursday  last  after  the  change,  when  we  started  the 
business  by  making  two  new  members,  and  there  are  two 
more  to  be  proposed.  After  pajing  all  expenses  of  the 
past  season,  supper  included,  we  have  a  very  substantial 
balance  in  hand  to  commence  the  new  season  with.  We 
fish  a  match  at  Langley  on  June  25  for  several  valuable 
prizes,  when  I  hope  to  see  aU  members  turn  up. — A.  E. 
Payne. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
ToUington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Mr.  J.  B.  Close  has  had  a 
nice  trout  of  21b.  8oz.  on  the  fly  from  the  Kennet  Fishery. 
Will  members  absent  last  Wednesday  attend  in  force  next 
week,  as  several  important  matters  are  down  for  discussion. 
— E.  W. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 

ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
whan  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. Mr.  J.  Howard  in  the  chair,  when  Mr.  Bonlton 
was  elected  a  member.  We  have  room  for  a  few  more 
members,  working  or  honorary.  The  privilege  tickets  are 
ready. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's- 
road,  Mansfield-street,  _  Kingsland-road. — We  compete 
for  a  seiies  of  special  prizes  on  the  Stort  on  June  18,  all 
competitors  to  alight  at  Harlow  station.  There  are  also  a 
series  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday  next,  June  21,  same 
place  and  same  conditions. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road,  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  very  good  meetings  and  also  enrolled  four  new 
working  members.  We  have  arranged  to  fish  our  first 
match  of  the  season  at  the  Welsh  Harp,  on  June  22,  for 
■eason  ticket  and  four  unconditional  prizes ;  from  fence  to 
fence  around  the  head;  one  rod  only  ;  aU  fish  to  weigh. — 
G,  Bence. 

Lady  of  tha  Lake  Angling  Society,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. — A  club  ompctition  for  two 
prizes  wiU  take  place  on  June  18;  Slongh  Canal;  two 
rods  ;  train  9.3  a.m.  from  Westboume-park. — W.  J.  J. 

la^erpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hive,  Queen- 
square. — Glorious  weather  has  prevailed  during  the  last 
few  weeks,  and  anglers  have  enjoyed  their  recreation 
under  the  pleasanteat  of  surroundings.  The  next  cry  will 
be  no  water.  Fishing  in  the  Dee,  Mr.  R.  Wilson  saw  a 
large  pike  basking.  He  had  ro  regular  bait  or  tackle,  but 
put  a  mRinow  on  his  ordinary  hook,  and  allowed  it  to  swim 
past  where  the  fish  lay  basking.  Twice  the  bait  was  taken 
no  notice  of,  bat  the.tbird  time  Mr.  Pike  snapped  it  up, 


and  a  most  exciting  struggle  of  perhaps  ten  minutes'  dura- 
tion took  place,  only  to  be  terminated,  as  was  natural,  by 
the  fish  getting  away.  Thank  gooduess  that  plague  of  an 
angler's  existence,  close  time,  expires  to-morrow  (Thurs- 
day) night.  I  notice  that  in  Parliament  last  week,  Mr. 
Bitchie  introduced  a  Bill,  headed  "  Under-sized  Pish." 
I  suppose  this  only  applies  to  salt-water  fish,  and  most 
certainly  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  That  eccentric 
M.P.,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowley,  opposed  the  measure  because, 
he  said,  "  Little  fish  were  sweet."  Surely  obstruction 
could  no  further  go.  It  would  not  be  bad  legislation  for 
Government  to  put  through  a  Bill  fixing  a  schedule  of  limit 
weights  for  fresh-water  fish,  too,  below  which  it  would  be 
illegal  to  retain  or  have  them  in  possession  unless  for  bait. 
If  this  were  so,  many  anglers'  creels  would  be  much 
lighter  if  the  babies  were  left  in  the  water  to  grow  to  a 
fair  maturity.— R.  Woolfall. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  MetropoUtan,  Win- 
chester-street, PentonviUe-road,  N.  —  We  fish  at  Pul- 
borough  on  June  18,  for  six  prizes  ;  all  to  start  first  train 
from  London  Bridge  on  the  morning.  We  shall  have  a 
conveyance  leaving  clubhouse  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Members  wishing  to  go  by  same  must  give  their  names  in 
by  nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  night.  Tickets  for  Central 
competition  can  be  obtained  at  clubhouse.  Messrs. 
Bryant,  Evens,  Moffatt,  Symes,  and  Feild  were  elected 
working  members  at  our  last  meeting. — W.  Watling. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  EC.  —  June  10  competition  postponed.  Summer 
dinner  and  competition  takes  place  at  Hertford  on  July  15. 
Printers'  benefit  concert  at  headquarters  June  21; 
"Champion"  ticket  holders  please  settle  by  that  date. 
Meeting  on  Tuesday  next;  members  please  note. — Sid 
Ransom. 

North  Bast  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — A  meetinj; 
took  p!ac3  on  Wednesday,  June  14,  and  a  very  gooc. 
muster  we  had.  A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on 
June  21,  hoping  that  all  members  will  attend,  as  business 
very  important.  We  wish  to  state  that  our  president  was 
back  again  with  us  after  the  voyage  he  has  had  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health.— G.  Taylor. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.  —  Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes,  which  took  place  on  the  lOoh,  was  a  success. 
Thirty-four  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  do  justice  to 
a  grand  spread  provided  by  cur  worthy  host.  After 
supper,  harmony  was  the  order,  the  chair  being  taken  by 
Mr.  A.  Hubbird  and  Mr.  H.  Hancock.  Mr.  B.  Rowe, 
pianist.  The  following  gentlemen  rendered  seme  good 
songs:  Messrs.  G.  Curtis,  A.  Pemberton,  J.  Reitz,  W. 
Allen,  Coldwell,  Hill,  Lewis,  Stretch,  and  Craine.  The 
principal  winners  were  Messrs.  J.  Hopton,  jun.,  six  prizes, 
and  gross  weight  of  the  club  for  the  season  ;  J.  Reitz,  five 
prizas  ;  G.  Thompson,  four  prizes  ;  Carter,  four  prizes ;  G. 
Tracy,  four  prizes  ;  Louch,  Hopton,  sen.,  and  Coldwell  also 
took  prizes.  A  good  list  of  prizes  was  given  for  the  coming 
season.  Harmony  was  indulged  in  until  a  late  hour,  when 
the  usual  toasts  were  proposed  and  drank  to  visitors,  &c., 
who  spent  a  pleasant  evening.  Amongst  the  visitors  were 
the  host,  Mr.  Perry,  King's  Arms,  Waltham  Abbey,  and 
Mr.  Stretch,  of  the  North  London  Angling  Scclety. 
Will  members  attend  next  Tuesday  evening  on  important 
business  ? — W.  Skeggs. 

Phoenix  Angun^  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — The  list  for  our  brake  outing  to  King's 
Langley  on  June  25  doses  on  the  18th.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  at  the  Bell  for  luncheon  and  tea.  We 
start  off  at  7.45  sharp.  There  are  three  prizes  to  be  fished 
for,  in  canal  only — one  club's,  and  two  by  Host  Tinson  of 
half-a  guinea  eioh. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  the  13th  inst.  we  had  a 
very  good  muster  of  members  present,  and  plenty  of  busi- 
ness got  through.  We  made  four  new  members  on  the 
above  date.  Any  msmber  who  has  not  yet  had  his 
privilege  ticket  can  obtain  same  at  any  time  on  payment 
at  the  clubhouse.— Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — We  were  very  well  attended  last  meeting 
night,  and  got  through  a  deil  of  business  ;  also  had  the 
pleasure  of  adding  two  gentlemen  to  our  list  of  members. 
Will  members  kindly  make  it  convenient  to  attend  next 
meeting,  as  there  is  still  a  deal  of  business  to  transact  that 
should  have  been  done  previously  ?— J.  Gibbons. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — A  well-attended  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  following  were  elected 
members  of  the  above  :  Mr.  Carter,  working  member ; 
and  Messrs.  Hallows  and  King,  honorary  members.  Will 
members  please  note  we  meet  on  Tuesdays  in  future,  at 
nine  o'clock  sharp. — R,  Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — I  beg  to  inform  the  members 
of  the  above  that  I  have  tickets  for  disposal  for  the  com- 
petiiion  which  takes  place  at  Pulboro'  on  June  18. — J.  H. 
Davies. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Tovni,  E. — The  eleventh  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  was  held  at  the  above  on 
June  7.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  hon. 
members,  and  friends.  Host  Searl  placed  a  tempting 
spread  before  hii  guests.  Mr.  H.  Dawkins  presided. 
After  the  distribution,  prizes  to  the  amount  of  £10  were 
offered  for  the  ensuing  season.  We  fish  our  first  match  at 
Hatfield  Peverel  on  the  18th  ;  to  go  down  overnight. — 
G.  P.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Flous;h  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  June  13  it  was  proposed 
that  our  first  outing,  which  tikes  place  on  June  25,  should 
be  a  brake  outing  ;  final  conditions  next  meeting  night. 
Daring  the  evening  a  vbitor,  Mr.  Abrahams,  showed  a  nice 


trout,  2ilb.,  which  was  much  admired  by  members.— 
C.  B.  Lock. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  B.W. — A  grand  muster  of 
memters  on  Wednesday,  and  we  had  xh's  pleasure  of 
f-lecting  two  new  members — Messrs.  Painter  and  Hillier. 
We  had  a  host  of  applications  for  teats  in  the  brake  for 
June  18,  and  shall  quite  fill  the  vehicle.  The  prize  list  ia 
a  record  one,  and  we  commence  the  season  under  most 
ausp'cious  circumitanees. — Tiddler. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — 1  bop«  our  members 
will  not  forget  our  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  on  the 
18th  ;  all  to  go  down  with  the  last  train  on  Saturday  night 
that  leaves  Stratford  at  12.9  p  m.,  and  Forest  Gate  at 
12.21  p.m.— R.  LowTHEB. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — The  eighteenth  annual  dinner  of  this 
club  was  held  at  the  Dartmouth  Castle  Hotel  on  the  8th 
inst.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  presiding,  who  was  supported 
by  Mr.  T.  Ciumplen,  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society.  Mr.  H.  H.  Afford  occupied  the  vice-chair.  A 
capital  menu  was  provided  by  the  host,  and  a  very 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent  by  the  company  present. 
Mr.  Afford  stated  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  present 
anoi  h  ir  silver  cup  for  competition  this  season.  Mr.  Dean 
promised  his  usual  donation  of  two  guineas,  and  an  extra 
guinea  for  the  best  number  of  attendances  on  club  nights. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore's  donation  was  two  and  a  half  guineas  ; 
Mr.  Berry,  one  guinea;  Mr.  C.  G.  Carter,  one  guinea; 
and  several  other  members  and  friends,  lOi.  Cd.  each.  The 
usual  toasts  were  duly  hor  oared,  and  a  good  selection  of 
harmony  provided. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Wimbledon  Fiscatorials,  28,  Aleiandra-road. — 
There  was  a  large  attendance  at  Tuesday's  meeting,  when 
the  hon.  secretary  read  the  list  of  special  prizej  offered  up 
to  the  present  time  for  competition  during  the  coming 
season.  In  all  forty-four  prizes  in  money  and  kind  are 
promised,  including  a  handsome  silver  cap.  The  first 
outing  takes  place  on  the  18th  inst.,  on  club  water.  All 
who  propose  to  take  pirt  in  the  contest  must  be  at 
Wimbledon  Station  by  8  45  a.m.  Special  compartments 
will  ba  reserved  for  the  trip,  and  cheap  railway  tickets  will 
be  procured.  Members  requiring  privilege  tickets  should 
let  the  hon.  secretary  know  as  soon  as  possible. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Kovers'  Angling  Club,  The 

WindmiU,  Clapham  Park-road. — We  had  a  good  attend- 
ance at  club  on  Tuesday,  when  some  good  business  was 
transacted  by  clearing  our  books  of  aU  UabUities  of  the 
past  year,  so  that  now  we  stait  entirely  clear  of  aU 
expenses,  leaving  a  fair  balanca  in  hand.  In  addition  to 
taking  part  at  Pulborough  in  the  great  competition  on  the 
18th,  we  ourselves  compete  for  three  prizes.  A  brake  will 
leave  our  headquarters  at  six  o'clock  to  citch  early  train 
at  London  Bridge,  having  room  for  two  or  three  more 
should  any  angler  wish  to  go  with  u?. — Nat  Linden. 


jottings  bp  f^c  ^ap. 

The  Central  News  says  :  It  is  stated  that  on  credible 
authority  that  an  offer  has  been  made  to  the  Southend 
Town  Council  by  a  London  capitalist  to  construct  a  huge 
sluice  sea-wall  at  a  cost  of  £600,000,  in  return  for  which 
he  asked  permission  to  construct  an  extensive  generating 
plant  and  use  the  tidal  force  for  its  working,  with  the  idea 
of  supplying  the  metropolis  with  electric  motive  power. 
He  guarantees  that  there  shall  be  never  less  than  3ft.  Gin. 
of  water  on  the  beach,  which  is  dry  for  a  long  distance 
now  at  low  water.  In  fact,  it  will  be  a  huge  marine  like. 
The  proposal  is  under  consideration. 


According  to  the  Evening  News,  Monkey  Island  and 
the  hotel  have  been  taken  on  a  ninety-nine  years'  leaae- 
from  the  owner,  Mr.  W.  V.  B.  Tan  de  Weyer,  of  New 
Lodge,  by  the  Etion  College  authorities,  who  have  let  it  to 
a  tenant,  with  a  number  of  restrictions.  This  charming 
islet  on  the  Thames  above  Windsor  is  well  known  to  river 
frequenters.  The  hotel  was  built  by  the  third  Duke  of 
Marlborough  as  a  hunting-box  in  the  reign  of  Qaeen 
Anne.  The  ceiling  in  the  Monkey  Room  was  originally 
painted  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and  occupied  four  years, 
at  a  cost  of  £4000.  The  is'and  has  been  in  the  past  a 
favourite  camping-ground  for  river  men.  ^But  what 
interests  many  old  anglers  most  is  the  fact  that  dear  old 
"Bob"  Plummer  used  to  cater  for  anglers  in  a  princely 
style.] 

 >♦■♦■»<  

Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland, 
writes  :  ' '  Dear  Drag, — As  we  are  bound  to  have  a  very 
brilliant  seison  here,  kindly  tell  your  angling  friends  who 
may  be  on  the  look-out  for  good  salmon,  grilse,  trout,  and 
pike  fishing,  on  liver  and  lake,  f  i  her  oo  reserved  or  free 
water,  to  hasten  hither,  and  they  will  not  bs  disappointed. 
The  free  beats  are  yielding  excellent  sport  at  present. 
One  or  two  capital  preserved  waters  to  let.  If  you  should 
be  able  to  run  over  yourself  for  a  few  dajs,  it  would  be  a 
great  pleasure  to  me  to  take  you  out  on  one  of  the  best 
reaches  of  water  on  the  Shannon."  [Wish  I  could — but 
they'd  have  to  "call  me  early,  mother  dear!  "] 


A  correspondent,  at  present  on  a  visit  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Llanymynech,  writes  as  follows :  "  Tliis 
pretty  place  is  now  seen  to  the  greatest  advantage,  as,  in 
addition  to  the  chestnut  trees,  now  at  their  best,  the  lilac, 
purple  and  white,  is  in  full  bloom,  the  laburnum  is 
showing  a  wealth  of  bright  yellow  blossom,  and  the  red 
and  white  hawthorn  wiU,  in  a  few  days,  arrive  at 
perfection.   At  this  time  of  year  a  more  delightful  stroll 
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could  not  be  enjoyed  than  a  walk  up  the  north  side  of  the 
Vyruwy  from  Llanymynech  bridge  to  the  aquedaot  at 
Newbridge.  The  weather  at  present  is  simply  delightful, 
and  does  much  to  recompense  those  angling  visitors  to  the 
neighbourhood  who  remain  here,  aiid  who,  during  the 
Dist  few  days,  have  had  excellent  sport  acgliog  in  the 
Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  both  of  which  rivers  are  now  in  good 
condition  for  the  sport.  Tickets  are  now  issued  to 
Oiwestry  (about  five  miles  from  Llanymyneoh)  for  IGs. 
eich,  on  every  Wednesday,  available  for  eight  or  fifteen 
days,  from  either  Paddingt-in  or  Bustcn.  They  are  very 
cheap,  as  the  ordinary  third  clafB  fare,  one  w»y,  is  143.  8d. 
Llinymyneoh  is  on  the  Cambrian  railways,  and  about  five 
hours'  ride  from  London,  through  a  lovely  country. 


If  you  want  a  trip  from  "  Cairo  to  the  Cape  "  visit  the 
Eoyal  Aquarium,  where  an  historical  war  tableaux, 
depicting  the  valour  and  gall  int  deeds  of  British  heroes  in 
Africa,  will  commence  on  Monday  and  onwards,  about 
3.30  and  8.30  daily.  Many  other  interesting  items  will  b3 
added  to  the  programme.  The  Chess  Congreps  is  drawing 
distinguished  audiences  in  St.  Stephen's  Hall,  among 
them  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  Erglaud,  who  has  paid  two 
viaits. 


Mr.  W.  Elsmore,  of  the  Central  Association,  writing 
from  The  Lodg«*,  Brundall,  Norwich,  on  June  13,  says: 
"In  spite  of  the  north  and  east  winds,  fish  are  now  on, 
although,  like  other  Londoners,  I  don't  go  after  them. 
On  Sunday,  a  Norwich  man  had  2 lib.  bream,  close  to 
Brundall  Station,  and  another  ingenious  individual  is 
repprted  to  have  caught  the  marvellous  quantity  of  172ib., 
at  Buckenham  Ferry.  I  understand  he  angles  with  a  net, 
which  is  carried  in  a  bait  can.  Capital  dodge,  this. 
Just  the  sort  of  move  to  make  the  subscribers  to  the  Yare 
and  Bure  Preservation  Society  feel  a  little  deeper  in  their 
pockets.  Probably,  however,  this  rfport,  like  some  of 
those  we  hear  of  from  the  Thames,  is  put  in  the  papers  as 
a  bait  to  catch  anglers.  Grand  weather  here  if  the  N.  and 
N.E.  winds  would  clear  off." 


I  HAVE  received  a  pressing  invite  to  be  present  at  the 
grand  competition  to  be  held  at  Pulborough  on  June  18. 
Will  go  if  well  enough.  All  Ih^  same,  one  or,  perhaps, 
two  trains  will  leave  London  Bridge  Vy  Eldridge's  excur- 
sions at  6  50  a  m.,  to  fish  for  the  twenty-guinf  a  cup  kindly 
presented  by  Mr.  Walter  Emden,  J.P.,  L.C  C,  and  a  large 
number  of  other  prizes.  Entrance  fee.  Is.,  proceeds  of 
which  will  be  handed  to  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Nurfea'  Fund, 
in  recognition  of  their  noble  work  in  assisting  the  deserving 
poor  during  sickness,  and  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of 
the  donor  of  the  cup.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  day  will 
ba  fine  and  the  entries  large!  The  river  is  a  bit  low, 
owing  to  the  long  absence  of  rain,  but  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  hear  of  some  good  fish  being  captured. 

 >»♦■><  

Space  precludes  giving  a  full  account  of  the  open  roving 
content  being  organised  by  Mr.  A.  A.  E'dridge,  to  Amber- 
ley,  on  July  2.  About  £10  in  money,  and  vaiious  other 
prizes  will  be  fished  for.  This  match  is  open  ( o  all  comers, 
but  they  must  be  armed  with  the  u  iual  privilege  ticket 
(6d.  for  the  season^  and  early  application  for  them  should 
be  made  to  Mr.  Eldridge,  Eose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell- 
road. 

 >»♦■♦<  

Since  "  Squid's  "  annual  bath  at  Deal,  I  hear  he  has 
bean  taking  a  second— most  unusual  for  him — at  Dawlish. 
I  am  told  that  the  sea  was  so  rough  he  was  the  only,  or 
nearly  the  "only"  one  who  bathed.  There  was  no 
occision  for  soap,  the  foam  answerirg  all  purposes. 


During  the  recent  lambing  season,  a  ewe,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Glanrafon  farm,  in  the  parish  of  Llany- 
blodwell,  gave  birth  to  a  lamb  which  had  two  perfectly 
formed  bodies,  joined  together  at  the  neck.  It  had  a 
single  head,  but  four  eyes,  and  also  four  ears.  The  ewe 
died  in  giving  birth  to  th'n  monstrosity,  and  the  offspring 
did  not  long  survive  the  parent. 


A  SHORT  time  ago.  a  hen,  the  property  of  Mr.  Watkin, 
Penybryn,  Llacsantfiraid,  near  Oswestry,  laid  two  eggs, 
which  were  joined  together  at  the  smaller  end  by  a  sort  of 
tough  ligament.  The  greater  part  of  each  egg  had  hard 
shell  as  covering,  but  where  they  were  joiued  together  the 
shell  on  each  was  quite  soft. 

Mr.  W.  Hotvlett,  wriiiag  in  the  Burij  Free  Press, 
sijs  :  "  A  meeting  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society  was  held 
recently  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Mildenhall,  under  the 
presideccy  of  Mr.  O.  F.  Read,  chairman.  The  general  secre- 
tary and  superintendent  of  the  river  stated  to  the  meeting 
the  society  was  going  well,  better  than  ever  in  fact,  thanks 
to  the  energy  of  the  local  secretaries.  I  might  here  state 
the  Tuddenham  stream  is  private  property,  both  the  water 
and  the  river  bank,  and  any  person  found  thereon  will  be 
treepaasing.  They  have  no  right  there.  The  Lark  stream 
is  the  water  rented  to  the  society,  and  it  is  hoped  members 
of  the  angling  society  and  others  will  not  use  the  Tudden- 
ham stream  to  cause  any  annoyance  to  the  gentlemen  who 
are  kind  enough  to  allow  angling  in  the  River  Lark." 


_  AccoEDiNG  to  the  Man  of  the  World,  every  informa- 
tion and  assistance  will  be  given  to  those  wishing  to  fish 
the  Lark,  on  application  to  the  general  secretary,  Mr.  W. 
Howl^tt,  40,  High-street,  Newmarket.  Ilosa}s:  "  IJon't 
attempt  to  fish  without  a  ticket,  as  the  water  bailiffs  are 
np  and  down  the  river,  and  it  is  tlieir  duty  to  examine 
tickets  of  persona  fishing."    [The  subscription  is  5s,  per 


year.  I  am  not  quite  clear  as  to  the  price  of  daily  or 
weekly  tickets  (if  any),  but  will  give  definite  information 
next  week. 

Although  still  suffering  from  the  flue  and  chest  on  the 
lungs  I  drove  up  to  the  Greeham  on  Tuesday  evening  to 
hear  and  see  "  Straw  Hat"  in  his  lantern  entertainment 
entitled  "  The  Th  imes."  The  large  club-room  was  used 
to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  lantern  was  skilfully 
manipulated.  Members  and  friends  mustered  strongly, 
and  were  highly  entertained.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
A.  W.  Parker.  It  goes  without  saying  that  a  most 
pleasant  evening  was  spent. 


The  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  for  June  is  to  hand,  and 
crammed  full  of  interesting  and  chatty  news  of  the 
Thame?.  The  subject  of  the  "  interview  "  for  this  number 
is  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  who  relates  his  experiences  with 
his  usual  bashfulness.  A  capital  portrait  is  given.  A  very 
interesting  article  on  Thames  trout  and  salmon  also 
appears.  Altogether,  the  June  number  sustains  the  repu- 
tation of  the  brightly-written  T.A.N. 


I  HEAR  that  the  gigantic  Jubilee  Jumper  has  grown  to 
201b.  The  bashful  capturer  has  not  sent  on  the  full  par- 
ticulars, so  I  will  not  record  them.  Here  is  an  authentic 
account  of  the  capture  of  two  respectable  fish,  vouched  for 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Arnold,  of  Enasworth  :  "  Mr.  J.  Anderson, 
curator  of  the  Chichester  Museum,  kindly  sends  me  the 
following  note :  '  Two  immense  trout  were  recently 
caught  in  Alresford  Pond  with  live  bait.  One  weish  d 
81b.,  the  other  12Jlb.  It  took  nearly  half  an  hour  to  land 
tha  larger  fish,  the  net  having  been  previously  destroyed  in 
attempting  to  land  a  jick  weighing  about  151b.  The 
larger  trout  measured  2ft.  5in.  in  length,  and  was  nearly 
20in.  in  girth.'" 

The  Architectural  Review  for  June  is  a  sumptuously 
printed  and  particularly  interesting  number.  The  plates 
of  "Disappearing  London"  represent  "  Milfordlane, 
Strand,"  "  Booksellers' Row."  Such  pictures  are  worth 
preserving,  as  quaint  bits  of  old  London  are  disappearing. 
There  is  a  special  Arts  and  Craftj  supplement,  a  charming 
paper  on  "  The  Architecture  of  Guildford,"  and  a  delight- 
iul  chapter  on  "A  Lincolnshire  Stream,"  written  and 
illustrated  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Lodge.  The  number  is  altogether 
full  of  art,  ani  has  many  pictures  appealing  direct  to  the 
lover  of  nature. 


According  to  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  report, 
one  of  their  members  (Mr.  Elsworthy — more  than  seventy 
years  of  age)  captured  a  41b.  trout  from  the  Lea.  About 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  his  capture  the  angler 
"dropped  in."  Was  it  to  find  out  whether  any  of  his 
finny  friends  were  at  home  ?  No  matter :  he  is  none  the 
worse  for  his  immersion.  I  wonder  whether,  if  a  prize  is 
hanging  to  this  nice  trout,  the  captor  will  be  prevented 
from  taking  it  by  some  kind  brother  member  suggesting 
that  he  went  into  the  water  expressly  to  hook  the  fish — 
and  then  pull  it  out  ?    I  hope  not ! 

I  LOOKED  in,  quite  promisoous-like,  at  the  Bridge 
House  Hotel  the  other  evening,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
N.A.P.S.  annual  banquet.  As  usual,  I  was  not  quite 
up  to  the  mark.  I  had  been  warned  by  my  doctor 
to  beware  of  fogs.  This  was  a  summer's  evening ; 
the  air  was  balmy;  but  on  entering  the  room  I 
was  completely  befogged.  My  friend,  "Peter  Pickup," 
of  the  South  London  Press,  was  present.  I  knew 
he  would  have  something  to  say,  in  his  usual 
genial  vein,  re.  pscting  the  artificially-manufactured  clouds 
which  pervaded  the  batquetttng  room.  I  looked  over  his 
shoulder  just  as  he  was  finishing  his  ice  pudding,  cool  as  a 
cucumber,  calm  and  collected,  and  I  "  shorthanded"  the 
following,  which  will  no  doubt  appear  in  Peter's  column 
of  the  South  London  Press  this  wetk.  Serve  him  right. 
His  shoulder  ought  to  have  been  bigger  ;  but,  in  truth,  it 
is  big  enough,  as  his  friends  can  testify.    Here  goes. 


"  The  angler  is  not  the  kind  of  man  to  confess  himself 
taken  by  surprise.  The  members  of  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorial  Society,  who  dined  together  the  other  night  at 
the  Bridge  House  Hotel,  London  Bridge,  are  now,  how- 
ever, talking  over  their  singular  experiences  at  the  dinner, 
and  admit  that  not  only  were  they  surprised,  but  some  of 
them  suffered  from  a  feeling  closely  akin  to  terror.  It 
happened  thus  :  The  secretary,  or  some  other  prominent 
official,  rightly  guessed  that  posterity  would  like  to  possess 
a  memento  of  what  may  be  regarded  as  quite  a  historic 
gathering,  and  s)  it  was  arranged  that  a  photographer 
should  take  a  picture  of  the  '  swim '  while  on  the  '  feed.' 


"  The  photographer  knew  that  anglers  were  not  ordinary 
mortals,  and  that  some  special  and  novel  process  must  be 
used  for  instantaneously  catshing  that  fleeting  expression 
of  joy  which  is  the  chief  charm  of  every  angler's  counten- 
ance. The  grc.und-bait  had  been  plentifully  spread  to 
engioss  attention,  and  the  photographer  came  with  some 
new  patented  arrangement  of  the  flashlight  character. 
There  are  differences  of  opinion  as  to  whether  he  used 
gentles  or  paste — I  mean  liquid  air  or  magnesium — but 
certain  it  is  that  when  he  thought  the  company  were  wear- 
ing their  most  seraphic  exoresaions  he  allowed  his  rod — I 
mean  his  camera — to  go  off  with  a  lang, 
)  »  «  »  (  

"  Instantly  the  room  was  filled  with  a  greyish  black 
vapour,  occafiionally  illumined  with  fitful  flashes  of  forked 
lightning,  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  with  such 
celerity  do  they  act  in  Southvrark,  the  clatter  of  the  fire- 


men was  heard  outside.  The  secretary,  with  marvellous 
presence  of  mind,  rushed  to  the  tabie,  on  which  there  was 
a  choice  collection  of  vintages,  thinking  there  was  a  con- 
spiracy to  rob  the  anglers  of  th-ir  harmless  necessary 
beverages  in  the  extemporised  and  artificially-produced 
fog.  Everything  was  found  all  right,  and  I  am  told  the 
photograph  produced  so  scientifically  has  turned  out  a 
beautiful  work  of  art.  The  alarm  created  in  the  anglers' 
bosoms,  however,  did  net  quickly  subside  ;  and  when  some 
of  them  reiched  home  in  the  small  hours  of  the  next 
morning,  they  were  glad  to  pour  into  sympathetic  ears  the 
story.  ■  Late,  is  it  ?  Lucky,  my  dear,  I  got  home  at  all. 
Whatsh  the  matter  with  me  ?  Not  whiiky,  my  dear,  I 
assure  you.  Narrer  eshcape.  I've  been  in  a  sort  of  a 
kind  of  a  splozion.'  "  [Thanks,  Peter ;  we  were  in  want 
of  some  freah  excuse  for  coming  home  in  a  cab  rather 
late.] 

 >  »«♦ <  

The  "season"  is  open.  Go  on  ahead,  boys,  and  get 
fish.  Don't  forget  to  put  some  in  as  well  as  take  them 
out !  Don't  send  your  club  reports  written  on  both  sides 
of  the  paper.  Don't  send  them  on  Friday  morning  when 
the  machines  are  banging  away  ia  order  to  publish  by  five 
o'clock  on  Friday  evening.  Don't  omit  the  name  of  your 
club  and  leave  it  to  be  discovered  by  the  name  of  the 
secretary  in  a  former  issue.  Don't  talk  about  "  ults.,"  and 
"  insts.,"  and  "  proximos."  Say  June  18 — or  July  25 — it 
will  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  dinner  being  announced 
in  the  fixture  list  (which  took  place  a  month  ago)  as  about 
to  take  place  ! 


"  Six-pounder  "  is  the  pro-pounder  of  the  following  in 
the  Dundee  Courier:  "The  following  table,  compiled 
from  Loch  Leven  statistics,  ca'oulatedon  the  average  over 
a  series  of  years,  may  ba  of  interest,  as  showing  how 
uniform  on  the  whole  the  results  are  on  that  famous  sheet 
of  water  : — Forty  casts,  equal  to  one  rise;  twenty  rises, 
equal  to  one  trout ;  two  trout,  equal  to  lib.  The  fractions 
are  omittel.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that  every  trout 
caught  of  Jib.  or  over  is  immediately  followed  by  another 
half — but  this  good  practice  is  common  to  other  Icchs  in 
Scotland." 


A  "  Mick,"  in  a  car,  with  a  pipe  in  his  hand, 

Was  scoutel  by  the  'ductor  of  smoking ; 
Said  "  Mick,"  "  Now,  bejabers,  that's  awfully  grand, 

But  really,  me  boy,  ye  are  joking. 
For  argyment's  sake  we'll  just  go  to  the  root. 

You  spake,  and  although  you  are  talking, 
Take  notice,  bejabers,  me  foot's  in  me  boot, 

But  yon  mus'n't  suppose  that  I'm  walking." 


"  A  FEW  nights  ago,"  says  a  correspondent,  "in  going 
round  the  house  the  last  thing  for  the  purpose  of  locking 
up,  I  opened  the  pantry  door,  when  my  attention  was 
attracted  to  a  phosphorescent  light  which  appeared  to 
arise  from  the  shelf.  A  closer  examination  showed  me  it 
was  being  given  off  by  a  mackerel  which  the  cook  lad  left 
there,  intending  to  cook  it  for  the  morrow's  breakfast. 
The  light  sprang  from  the  fish's  head,  whiph  was  quite 
blazing.  My  cook  states  she  has  often  noticed  the  same 
thing,  and  the  fishmonger,  when  we  told  him,  laughed  at 
our  fears,  and  stated  it  was  only  an  indication  of  great 
freshness.  Otherwise,  amongst  my  friends,  opinions 
appear  to  be  pretty  equally  divided,  as  to  whether  the  glow 
arose  from  freshness  or  putridity."  I  cannot  enlighten 
my  friend,  but  I  don't  mind  telling  him  that  on  one 
occasion  I  came  home  when  Mrs.  Drag  had  gone  to  bed, 
and,  feeling  hungry  (?),  found  myself  in  the  pantry.  The 
gas,  of  C3urs9,  had  been  turned  out.  Guess  my  surprise 
when  the  match  had  burned  out  to  find  the  place 
illuminated.  This  is  Mrs  D.'s  version  of  the  phenomenon  : 
"  You  see,  cook  left  half  a  rice  Scotch  haddock  for  your 
breakfast,  and  as  you  have  not  eaten  anytiiing  for  a  week, 
she  thought  it  might  tempt  you  after  it  had  been  hung 
for  a  few  days."  Thanks;  save  your  gas,  and  light  np 
with  half  haddocks. 


A  Chinese  philosopher  was  once  discovered  fishing  by 
the  side  of  a  stream,  and  when  he  pulled  up  his  line  it  was 
found  that  his  hook  was  nearly  a  straight  piece  of  iron, 
with  a  round  knob  at  the  end,  like  a  pin.  Being  asked 
why  he  fished  with  a  hook  like  that,  he  replied  "  Because 
I  only  wish  to  catch  such  fish  as  wish  to  be  caught." 
There  was  method  in  this  sage's  philosophy,  for  it  was 
evident  that  his  fishing  was  merely  an  excuse  for  sitting 
still  and  meditating.  But  nowadays  pbiloiophy  is  held  up 
to  ridicule — if  I  am  to  judge  from  a  case  that  recently  came 
under  my  notice.  An  absent-minded  individual  was 
discovered  by  some  boys,  sitting  on  the  bank  of  a  river, 
with  his  eyes  rivetted  (figuratively,  of  course)  to  a  well 
creased  F.  G.  His  fishing  rod  was  in  his  hand,  b'»t  the 
butt  was  in  the  water,  and  the  thin  end,  with  the  line  and 
bait  attack,  was  hanging  on  the  bank.  One  of  the 
cheekiest  of  the  boys  went  up  and  asked  "  Caught  any- 
thing, sir?"  "Not  yet,"  was  the  mi'.d  reply;  "I've 
been  fishing  here  for  three  hours,  and  haven't  had  a  single 
bite."  And  the  unfortunate  angler  went  on  his  way, 
reading  "Straw  Hat's"  safe  advice  on  how  to  erjiy 
fishing — first  catch  jour  fish. 


In  orJer  (o  "pull  myself  together,"  Harry  Spray,  W. 
Gaskell,  and  several  other  Nottingham  boys  are  arranging 
an  outing  for  me  on  their  dear  old  Trent.  I  shall  try  and 
accept — I  will  'an  all  !  Then  I  shall  be  better  able  to 
narrate  the  princely  manner  in  whiah  I  was  treated  at  the 
banquet — how  I  lost  my  bag — how  it  was  taken  from  the 
Constitutional  Club  to  another  club— how — well,  how,  at 
last  I  arrived  home  to  London  all  the  better  for  my  outing. 

DtlACiNKT. 
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KINGMALCOM&GO. 

Practical  Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

WADING  TROUSERS,  wear 
guaranteed,  35s. 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

WADING  TROUSERS, 
45s. 

Inventors  of  the  famous  Tanned  Angola  Waders, 
guaranteed  to  stand  thorns  and  friction  better  than 
any  other  material.  Our  Waders  never  split  at  the 
fork,  therefore  require  no  leather. 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 
wear  guaranteed,  18s.  6d. 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 
25s. 

"  The  latter  are  strongly  recommended  for  hard 
wear." — Land  and  Water,  Feb.  10,  1894. 

COMBINATION  WADING 
BOOTS,  50s. 

Sezxca.  for-  CEL-fcaJLoeue. 

j^ctual  Makers  and  Inventors. 

B^ORS  CONCOTTJRS. 


BEN  ET  FINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing'  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPEGIALin. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS, 

3vds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1/-  each,  10  -  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 


from  2/5 
12/6 
»  7/- 
„  3/6 
„  9/6 


ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Wiach  Fitted 
HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING 
TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish      -     .      .  . 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  -  - 

Large  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7ioz.      -      -  25/- 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9^ft.,  10ft., 

and  lOift.   - 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  - 
Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops 
Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  - 


21- 
21/- 
21/- 
21'. 


0-A-T^X*OC3-TTDESS  I»OSt 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C. 
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NINETEENTH  CENTORY. 

A  MONTHLY  REVIEW. 
Edited  by  JAMES  KNOWLES. 
(No.  268.) 
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The  Cry  of  the  Villages.  By  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Jeesopp. 

Paniell  and  Ireland.    By  the  Bight  Hon. 

Leonard  Conrtney,  M.P. 
The   Preeent  Poaition  of    the  Friendly 

Societies.   By  H.  V.  Toynbee. 
An  Imperial  Telegraph  System.    By  J. 

Hemiiker  Ueaton,  H.P. 
Woman  as  an  Athlete :  a  Rejoinder.  By 

Dr.  Arabella  Kenealy. 
Shakespeare  in  France.   By  Sidney  Lee. 
Beneficent    Germs.      By  Dr.  Henry  S. 

Oabbett. 

The  Decline  of  the  Art  of  Singing.  By 

Bichard  Davey. 
Catholic    Aoologetlcs:     a   Beply.  By 

Wilfrid  Ward. 
The'  Gold  Diggings  at  Bathnrat  in  1*51. 

By  Mrs.  Hnxley. 
The  Decay  in  our  Salmon  Fisheries  and 

its  Bemedy.    By  Dr.  Hely  Hotchlnson 

Almond. 

Jaioism :  a  Chat  with  Baja  Slvaprasad. 
By  Ernest  M.  Bowden. 

Seft-power  and  Sea-carriage.  By  Benja- 
min Taylor. 

Some  Notes  from  Waahlngton.  By 
Bichard  Weigbtman. 

Erastlanism.  By  the  Bev.  Dr.  J 
Ueweljn  Davies. 

The  Falling-off  in  the  Quantity  and 
Qoality  of  the  Clergy.  By  the  Bev. 
Anthony  C.  Deane. 


Okdbb  Thkoush  ant  Bookskllkh. 


Ixmdon : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  Co  ,  Ltd. 

St.  Dnnat&n'a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


'SINGER'  FREE  WHEEL 

Riding  a  Luxury.  OYCLES 

Combine  Three  distinct  Patents  not  obtainable  in  any 
other  Cycle : 

PATENT  FRONT  RIM  BRAKE.  PATENT  BACK  PEDAL 
BRAKE,  PATENT  FREE  WHEEL  ACTION. 

LISTS,  TESTIMONIALS,  and  PEICES  FREE. 

SINGER  CYCLE  Co.,  Ltd,, 

And    17,    HOLBORN    Vi^T)XTCa\  LOl^DOlSr. 


THAMES  SALMON  ASSOCIATION, 


Executire  Coinniittee : 


The  Lord  Mayor  ok  London. 

Sib  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P. 

The  Duke  ok  Portland. 

The  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  M.P.  (tVie 

Chairman  TliimeaCoiiBervaDcy  Board). 
The  Hon.  John  Ward. 
TjieLord  Welby.G.C.B.  (Vice-Chairman 

L.C.C.). 


The  Lord  Bo.ston. 

The  Hon.  Algernon  Bourkk. 

Mr.  Alkred  Gilbey. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell. 

Mr.  Montagu  Guest. 

Mb.  Alfred  Harmswortii. 

Mr.  Pinco  Horton. 


A  Public  Meeting  in  support  of  the  objects  of  the  above  Association  will 
be  held  at  the  Egyptian  HaU,  Mansion  House  (by  kind  permission  of  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor),  on  Friday,  June  30.  The  Lord  Mayor 
will  take  the  chair  at  3.30  p.m. 

The  object  of  the  Association  is  to  conduct  a  series  of  experiments, 
with  a  view  of  proving  the  possibility  of  restoring  salmon  to  the  Thames, 
and  all  interested  in  the  question  are  invited  to  attend. 


HOW 

TO 

GET 

STRONG 


AND 
HOW 

TO  STAY  SO 

By  W.  BLAIKIE. 

500  Pages,  Fully  Illustrated,  Clot 
Extra,  sent  Post  Free, 

FOR 
SIX 

SHILLINGS 


ThB  Pall  Mall  Gazette  saja  of 

this  Book  : — 
"  This  is  a  most  usefoJ  book,  beeaas* 
it  deals  practically  and  soundly  with  Cie 
one  thin?  that  is  of  vital  impoTtanoe  to 

everybody — physical  fitness  

If  a  man  cannot  get  strong  and  healthy 
after  reading  Mr.  Blaikie,  he  or  his  cos 
stitntion,  does  not  deserre  it." 

London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mb.  H.  Hahden  pretidtd  owr  Monday's  meeting  of 
this  sodtjty,  and  w  to  regard  to  May  Fly  fishing  on  the 
Kennet,  at  Newbury,  at  any  ra*e,  there  was  a  consensus 
of  opinion  that  it  hud  bepn  most  unsitisfactory.  There 
had  been  the  biggei-t  rise  ever  seen,  but  hardly  a  fish  was 
to  be  got.  This  ui  toward  ttate  of  matters  was  doubtless 
due  to  the  hot  weather  coming  on  so  suddenly  as  it  did, 
bringing  the  fly  np  with  a  burst.  The  rise  was  ell  over, 
indeed,  before  the  trout  woie  up.  Thfl  following  reports 
were  received  of  Cipturps  of  trout  eiBca  last  meeting  : 
Mr.  E.  M.  Mayfs,  three  )rice  with  the  May  Ply  at  Midg- 
tam;  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  one  of  21b.  at  Newbnry ; 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  two  brace  on  the  Lambourne;  Mr.  W. 
Edmonds,  a  leash  on  private  water ;  Mr.  H.  Marks, 
one  fish  at  Uxbridge ;  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  one  fish 
from  the  fame  place.  The  chaii  m  m  rose  and  hooked  his 
old  friend  the  7-poarider  on  the  society's  water  at  New- 
bury, but  was  1  r.'ken.  Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes  gave  a  descrip- 
tive acooutit  of  his  vis.it  to  the  Lroh  Leven  competition 
last  week.  Ha  had  excpp  iorally  bad  luck,  however,  only 
coming  out  thirty-fifth  amongst  forty-four  competitors. 
His  score  was  six  fish,  weighirg  31b.  9oz.  Mr.  Mayes 
mentioned  that  he  was  received  most  kindly  by  the 
northerners.  Many  of  them  remembered  the  society's 
late  dear  friend  and  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Edward  Foreman, 
and  cxprfssed  their  deep  sympathy  not  only  with  the 
family,  but  with  the  Pig  ;atorial  Si  ciety  itself,  in  the  great 
loss  they  had  sustained.  Being  a  stranger  amongst  them, 
the  speaker  was  most  touched  t  >  hear  that  one  endeared 
to  every  member  of  the  society  was  so  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  bv  so  many  Scotch  fiisnds  as  Mr.  Foreman 
was.  Mr.  J  J,  Hardy  forwarded  for  the  library  Halford's 
new  book  on  "  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  and  was  cordially 
thanked  for  his  kii  d  present.  The  half-yearly  meeting 
has  been  fixed  for  Monday.  July  17  next,  and  members 
vtho  desire  to  "give  notice  of  alterations  in  the  rules  must 
bear  in  mind  that  they  should  do  so  twenty-eight  days 
previous  to  this  date.  It  has  also  been  decided  to  hold  the 
summer  dinner  at  Ntwbury,  as  usual.  This  interesting 
event  will  take  plain  on  Saturday,  the  22nd  prox.,  and 
members  will  be  duly  informed  of  all  particulars  as  to 
trains,  &o.,  iti  coi  Die^ion  with  this  pleasant  function  in 
dtie  course.  Coarse  fishing  (except  for  pike)  opened  cn 
the  Uxbridge  water  on  the  16th  inst.,  but  it  may  be  pointed 
out  that  only  those  members  who  have  remitted  their 
current  ypar's  subscription,  and  hild  the  special  permits, 
are  entitkd  to  fish  the  new  water.       M.  G.  E.  dk  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  ufual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Wednesday,  June  14,  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Wood  reported  the  capture  of  sea  bream, 
pouting,  a' d  conger,  and  hooked  but  failed  to  land  a 
mackerel  while  rail  ng.  He  fished  Loo  Gate.  The  boatman 
took  two  eea  b'-eam  3  b.  apiece.  Next  day  he  took  a 
pollack  juet  under  51b.  with  a  small  pouting  as  bait.  The 
other  fish  were  taken  with  lugworm  and  mackerel, 
although  mussel  bait  took  the  best  fish. 

The  hon.  sec  reported  for  Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn  that  he  had 
been  fishing  yt  Poathwick  with  Peacock,  and  had  taken 
off  the  Billy  Bu  y  two  congers  (81b.  and  21b.),  six  sea  bream 
(best  lib  ),  and  a  score  ot  Idrge  piutirg. 

The  chai  min  rtpirted  that  he  had  arranged  to  fish  for 
pollack  at  Dawlish,  but  was  prevented  from  fishing  by  the 
stormy  weather. 

Mr.  Croft  Handley  reported  that  he  had  been  fishing 
with  one  man  at  Dover,  but  had  not  good  sport,  only 
taking  a  few  pouting. 

Mr.  Handley  further  suggested  that  a  tide  table  for  the 
next  twelve  months  for  LoLdon  Bridge  be  included  in  the 
pocket-book,  a<  he  thought  it  would  be  of  great  value  to 
members  if  u8»d  with  our  plus  and  minus  signs  as  given  in 
the  list  of  stations. 

Attentiiin  wis  drawn  to  the  nuisance  caused  by  sea 
anglers  cutting  up  bait  on  the  seats  of  the  piers  at  sea 
fishing  resorts. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.  Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


FISHERIES  EXHIBITION  AT  LEEDS. 

Am  intorpsting  fxhihition  was  opened  on  the  8th  inst. , 
at  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  CJl-lane,  Leeds,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Loeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Anglers,  in  counrotion  with  that  body,  and  great  credit 
is  due  to  the  exertions  of  the  active  members  in  getting 
together  ■  )  interesting  a  collection  of  specimens.  Among 
the  most  interesting  cases  are  those  lent  by  Capt.  Ormrod, 
of  the  Wyresdale  Fi^hery,  and  one,  entitled  "Fish 
Enemies,"  showing  a  swarm  of  rats  devouring  a  very  fine 
trout,  is  grfatly  admired.  A  large  three-year-old  male 
rainbow  trout  makes  most  anglers  regret  that  this  class  of 
fiah  has  not  proved  a  greater  success  in  this  country.  The 
rainbow,  Capt.  Ormrod  strongly  asserts,  will  thrive  well 
in  England_  if  suitable  waters  are  properly  stocked,  but  bo 
far  there  is  little  proof  of  their  breeding  in  open  waters. 
A  five-yar-old  king  cirp,  from  Wyrcsdale,  weighing 
l!l|lb.,  ia  a  handsome  specimen.  There  are  few 
specimen  trout,  the  best  case  being  one  lent  by  the 
Xorthern  Anglers'  D  p  t,,  a  fiah  of  2ilb.,  caught 
by  Mr.  Prank.  This  exhibit  is  interesting  from  the  fact 
that  a  small  trout  havini^been  otught  on  a  fly,  was  on  the 
point  of  being  landed  when  it  was  seined  by  the  larger  fish, 
and  did  IK  t  release  its  hold  till  after  both  were  netted; 
and  it  is  with  the  small  trout  in  ita  mouth  that  it  has  been 
mounted.  A  Ure  trout  of  21b.  4iz..  caught  by  Mr. 
Walbran  at  Tanfield,  and  one  of  21b.  by  Mr.  Parkinson, 


are  the  only  others  worthy  of  mention.  The  grayling  ia 
well  represented,  the  largest  being  one  of  31b.  9oz.  from 
the  Ttst,  and  a  cise  of  three  from  the  sime  water  caught 
by  Mr.  Walbran,  and  lent  by  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot.  There  are  also  several  good  Yorkshire  grayling, 
but  being  spoiled  in  the  se'ting  up,  comparison  is  im- 
possible. Mr.  J.  PickersgiU  is  eisily  first  in  the  roach 
class,  his  case  containing  tine  specimens  of  lib.  143z.  and 
lib.  C'z.,  and  also  the  only  good  dace  shown,  but 
of  this  latter  no  weight  is  given.  The  perch 
class  is  di-appointing,  not  one  good  specimen  being 
shown.  A  Windermere  char  receives  a  deal  of  attention 
but  greater  interest  is  taken  in  the  pike  class,  in  which 
several  good  specimens  are  shown.  'The  largest  is  one 
351b,,  lent  by  the  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  but  it  is  not 
a  pretty  specimen,  and  case  No.  12G,  one  lent  by  Mr. 
George  Helliwell,  is  generally  voted  first  place  for  beauty. 
Mr.  C.  P.  Parkinson  shows  one  of  20ilb.  Several  good 
bream  are  shown,  the  largest  being  one  of  7|lb.,  caught 
by  Capt.  Warner  and  lent  by  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot.  Barbel  are  in  strong  force,  case  No.  20  baing  the 
best  shown,  viz  ,  a  fish  Gib.  SJoz.,  caught  by  Mr.  W.  G. 
Royston,  presideiit  of  the  society.  Tench  are  also  in  good 
force,  and  the  one  caught  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Peppinstall, 
41b  12oz.,  being  the  best  specimen.  A  large  eel  is  shown 
by  the  Loeds  and  County  Club,  and  several  cases  of 
"baby"  fish,  representing  the  first  catches  of  some 
enthusiastic  anglers.  Among  the  curios  a  case  of  tuitle 
eggs  and  newly-batahed  turtles  is  greatly  admired  ;  the 
jtws  of  an  alli^a'or;  a  coUec'ion  of  shells  also  receives 
attention;  arid  a  line-winder  (over  a  hundred  years  old), 
which  formerly  belonged  to  an  old  Wensleydale  Anglers' 
Depot,  causes  many  to  regret  that  such  cannot  be  made  to 
sell  at  a  midera'^e  price  nowadays.  Several  handsome 
cases  of  birds  are  shown,  and  on  the  whole  it  is  a  capital 
exhit>ition,  and  I  hope  to  see  it  made  an  ancuil  affair,  for 
when  I  dropped  in  on  Monday  morning  Mr.  E.  P.  Royston 
informed  me  that  the  attendance,  &c.,  had  exceeded  the 
society's  most  sanguine  expectations. — J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depjt,  19,  New  Station  -  street, 
Leeds. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Pisca- 
torial Society  was  held  on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson 
prf  siding.  The  new  rules  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  foil  >wing  otficers  were  elected  :  President,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Homersham,  J. P.  ;  vice-presidents,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
Mr  W.  Sei.ior,  Mr.  G.  D.  Deuchar,  Mr.  T.  Lyne,andMr. 
A.  Drinkwater.  The  committee  will  be  as  follows  :  Messrs. 
P.  Arthur,  W.  H.  Cate,  P.  Littlewood.  C.  Littlewood,  T. 
Denniford,  G.  A.  Cooper,  G.  Sinibaldi,  Percival  Turner, 
H.  Pincott  Hill,  W.  A.  Smelt,  D.  Hayer,  and  J.  R, 
Richardson.  Messrs.  D.  Den'  iford  and  L.  H.  Greig  were 
elected  hon.  auditirs;  and  Mr.  P.  Sands  hon.  treasurer; 
Mr.  J.  R.  Eijhardsin  was  appelated  the  official  weigh- 
master ;  and  Mr.  T.  Barnes  is  the  new  hon.  assistant- 
seoretiry,  Mr.  Armfelt  having  resigned ;  and  Mr.  P.  H. 
Amphlett  was  re-elected  hon.  secretary.  The  balance- 
sheet  and  prize  accounta  were  duly  pissed,  and  it  was 
decided  to  hold  a  committee  meeting  on  June  2C,  at  8  p.m. 
(one  hour  prior  to  the  next  ordinary  meeting),  to  arrange 
the  prize  list  for  the  season.  After  this  has  been  settled 
the  society  will  endeavour  to  secure  some  private  water. 


NATIONAL  ANGLING  CLUB'S  COMPETI- 
TION. 

The  most  important  angling  contest  of  the  year  in 
Scotland  took  placa  on  Wednesday  last  week  on  Loch- 
leven.  Thirty-eight  angling  clubs  sent  each  a  represen- 
tative, while  four  members  of  the  committee  also  competed, 
making  the  total  numbtr  of  rods  forty-three.  Among  the 
competitors  were  four  previous  winners  of  the  National 
ChampionsLio,  and  it  was  to  one  of  these  that  the  honour 
again  tell.  The  English  clubs  represented  were  :  Junior 
Fly  Fishers,  Loudon,  R.  G.  Woodruff;  Newark  Pisca- 
torial Association,  D.  Sldter  ;  Northumberland  Angling 
Club,  James  Rea ;  Gresham  Angling  Society,  London,  A. 
Wright;  and  Piscatorial  Society,  London,  B.  M.  Mayes. 

The  annual  busi"efs  meeting  was  held  in  the  Green 
Hotel,  KioroB^,  on  Tuesday  evening,  when  ofiice  bearers 
were  elected  for  the  ensuing  ye ir  as  follows: — Mr.  Wm. 
Gillies,  West  of  Scotland  Angling  Club,  president ;  Dr. 
Allum.  Bridge  of  Allan  Fishing  Club,  vice-president ;  Mr. 
J.  S  Dixon,  Glasgow  We>t^rn  Club,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Rea, 
Northumberland  Club,  members  of  committee. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  directors  of  the  Lochleven 
Angling  Association,  who  had  been  communicated  with 
by  the  National  Angling  Club's  Assojiation,  asking  them 
to  prohibit  anglers  trolling  with  minnow  within  certain 
limits  on  the  shallows.  The  letter  stited  thit,  while  the 
directors  sympathised  in  the  work  to  discontinue  minnow 
trolling,  and  would  desire  to  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  club,  |they  felt  it  was 
beyond  their  power  to  prohibit  the  practice  of  min- 
now fich'ng  on  the  parts  of  the  loch  indicated,  and  all 
that  ttiey  could  do  would  be  to  recommend  anglers  to  keep 
as  free  from  those  parts  as  possible.  Mr.  H.  W.  H,  Duns- 
ronre,  the  chairman,  said  he  thought  the  Lochleven 
A  sociition  might  b-'  again  communicated  with  and  asked 
to  prohibit  trolling  inside  the  buoys  at  the  shallows  during 
May  and  Jono,  when  fly  fishing  was  at  its  best.  This  was 
agieedto.    The  other  butiaess  was  routine. 

The  we»ther  before  and  after  the  competition  was 
bright  and  far  from  favourable,  but  the  sky  was  clouded 
over  all  Wednesday,  and  the  breeze  steady  from  the  south- 
east, which  is  the  most  favourable  direction  for  angling  on 
the  loch.  Trout  rrsa  well,  and  good  sport  was  got.  The 
number  of  trout  killed  was  416,  which  weighed  2G  lib.  SJuz. 


The  championship  was  won  by  Mr.  Lewis  Spence,  Edin- 
burgh, who  a'so  won  the  same  position  in  1886  with  a  much 
smaller  basktt.    The  prizes  were  gained  by  : 

Trout  lb.  oz. 
let,  championship,  gold  medal,  and  £12,  EUem 

Pishing  Club,  Lewis  S.  Spence    28   16  8 

2nd,  £10,  Edinburgh  Walton  Club,  P.  G,  D. 

Gibson    20   18  3 

3rd,  £6.  Dundee  Angling  Club,  D.  Mclntyre  15  10  Oi 
4th.  £4,  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  Club,  A. 

MoKercher..    11     8  15i 

5th,  £3,  G'asgow  Wanderers'  Club,  J.  Gordon  13  8  15 
Gth,  £2,  Perth  Club,  P.  D.  Malloch   13     8  15 

A  priz^  for  the  heavifst  trout  was  carried  off  by  Mr. 
McKercher  with  one  which  weighed  21b.  l|oz. 

The  following  shows  the  unsuccessful  representatives 
from  other  clubs,  with  their  catches  arranged  in  order  of 
merit : 

Kelviogside  Academical  Club,  J.  Murray  Wingate, 
thirteen  trout,  8Ib.  9jz. ;  Committee  (Bridge  of  Allan 
P.C.),  Dr.  C.  E.  AUum,  thirteen,  81b.  7oz. ;  Bridge  of 
Allan  F.C.,  Frank  J.  Pullar,  thirteen,  71b.  lOoz. ; 
Uddingston  Waltonian  Club,  G.  A.  Shanks,  twelve, 
71b.  9oz. ;  Junior  Flyfishers  (London),  R.  G.  Woodruff, 
thirteen,  71b.  8oz. ;  Buckland  A.C.,  Neale  Thomson, 
nine,  71b.  7ioz. ;  Newark  Piscatorial  ABsooiation,  David 
Slater,  ten,  71b.  7oz. ;  Stiriing  F C,  J.  A,  Millar,  fifteen, 
71b.  Goz. ;  Edinburgh  A.C.,  Martin  L.  Martin,  eleven, 
71b.  2oz  ;  St.  Mungo  A.C.,  James  Buloeh,  twelve,  71b.  2oz. ; 
Westof  Scotland  A.C.,  James  Wilson,  jun.,  nine, Gib.  15oz. ; 
Dunfermlin  A  C,  James  Fortune,  fourteen,  61b.  12oz.; 
Lochleven  A. A.,  Alex.  P.  Haig,  ten,  61b.  lloz.  ;  Clack- 
mannanshire F.C.,  John  M'Donald,  thirteen,  61b.  6oz, ;. 
Committee  (Edinburgh  A.C.),  J.  Lyon  Hamilton,  seven, 
Gib.;  Northumberland  A.C.,  James  Rea,  eight,  61b.; 
Western  A.C.,  Jamea  8.  Dixon,  ten,  51b.  Goz. ; 
Follokshields  A.C.,  John  M'Gugan,  eight,  51b.  loz. ; 
Rowbang  A  C.  (Paisley),  Alex.  Morrison,  seven,  51b. ; 
Committee  (Buckland  A.C.),  H.  W.  H.  Dunsmure,  nine, 
41b.  12oz.;  Dundee  West  End  A.C  ,  Wm.  Irvine,  nine, 
41b.  12oz  ;  Committee  (West  of  Scotland  A.C),  Wm. 
Gillies,  eight,  41b.  lloz. ;  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  A.C, 
A.  Menzies,  eight,  41b.  lloz  ;  Gresham  A.S.  (London),. 
Alex.  Wright,  nine,  41b.  8oz.  ;  Perthshire  P.C.,  Robert 
Dunsmore,  eight,  41b.  7oz. ;  St.  Mirren  A  C.  (Paisley), 
Thomas  Russell,  eight.  41b.  5oz. ;  Falkirk  F.C:,  J.  A.  G. 
Kirk,  seven,  41b  4  )z. ;  Waverley  A.C.  (Edinburgh),  W.  D. 
Niven,  seven,  41b. ;  Piscatorial  Society  (London),  E.  M. 
Mayes,  six,  31b.  9oz. ;  Kinross-shire  F.C,  James  J.  Harris, 
five,  31b  ;  St.  Andrew  A.C,  Donald  A.  Gow,  four,  31b..; 
Erk  (Midlothian)  A.I.  A.,  J.  S.  St.  Clair,  four,  21b.  14oz.  ; 
Callander  A.C,  Wm.  Imrie,  four,  21b.  8oz.  ;  Edinburgh 
Amateur  A.C,  Hugh  G.  Rose,  five,  2lb.  Soz. ;  Coatbridgfr 
A.C,  Joseph  A.  Thomson,  three,  21b.  4oz.  ;  Fifeshire 
A.C,  Dr.  A.  E.  Watson,  three,  21b.  3oz. ;  Glasgow  Clydes- 
dale A.C,  R.  S.  Kent,  two,  lib.  6oz. 


THE  LEGEND  OF  KILTENNEL. 
THE  LAMPER-EEL. 

I  WAS  fishing  the  burn  .flowing  down  from  Mount 
Lunster,  up  at  Kiltennel  old  church  reach,  and  at  last 
knocked  off  with  two  or  three  sprats  in  my  creel.  _  Seeing- 
an  old,  old  man  sitting  under  a  gorse  bush  (for  it  was  a 
holy  day),  I  thought  I  might  angle  for  a  yarn  such  as  an 
Irish  countryman  alone  can  indulge  you  with. 

O.  M.  :  "  Any  luck,  yer  honour  ?  " 

"Not  a  trout!  So  I  will  light  my  pipe  and  sit  dow 
with  you." 

O.  M.  :  "Yer  wilcome,  yer  riverence;  did  yer  riverenc. 
ever  seen  a  big  eel  in  the  river  ?  "  . 

"  Indeed  I  did,  many  a  time;  the  big  rocks  are  full  i 
them,  and  they  lie  out  on  the  bottom  in  the  hot  weither.' 

O.  M. :  "  Begorr  I  they  do  so  ;  an'  in  the  big  floods  they 
come  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  dhrains  and  feed.    More  nor 
that,  they  come  out  into  the  middows  to  greyzshe  (graze), 
I  seen  wan  years  back.    I  were  walking  acrosh  the  mid 
dow  and  I  met  a  big  eel — a  lamp'reel.    He  wor  longe 
than  yersilf,  yer  riverence,  an'  his  belly  wor  thicker  no 
yer  thigh ;  he  wor  a  lamp'reel,  and  he  wor  a  hundr* 
yards  up  greyzsheing !  He  wor  a  big  lamp'reel,  and  I  ma 
off  wid  mysilf  and  siid  neer  a  word  to  him  at  all,  at  all 
but  I  sees  Mickey  Finlan  an'  his  woman  cutting  torf  inth 
bog  beyant,  an'  I  ran  and  hailed  him.   Siz  I,   For  t' 
love  of  God  hurry  up,  and  biiag  the  torf  fack  wid  yez, 
seen  the  biggest  lamp'reel  I  iver  met.'   So  Mickey  an'  th 
woman  comes  rnntiiog,  an'  we  come  np  wid  him,  an' 
Mickey  cut  him  in  three  halves.    His  backbone  wor  thicke 
nor  my  blackthorn  shtick  (holding  it  up — a  formidabl 
weapon),  aiid  Mickey  wasn't  able  for  to  cut  through  th 
bone.    '  So  Biddy,'  siz  he,  '  fetch  the  big  shtone,'  an 
Biddy  fetched  the  big  shtone  an'  sot  it  on  his  head,  an 
Mickey  cut  him  in  three  halves,  an'  his  head  weighe 
2ilb.,  an'  he  wor  the  biggest  lamp'reel  I  ivver  seen,  an 
he  wor  grejzsheing  up  the  middom  when  I  first  seen  him.' 

T.  H. 


Longley'.s  Holiday  Guides  foe  1899  are,  if  possible 
better  than  ever.  Written  from  the  publisher's  actn 
observation,  bountifully  illaetrated  (many  with  tnaps  o 
plans),  and  thoroughly  up  to  date,  they  are,  indeed 
wonderful  value  for  a  penny,  and  as  George  August" 
Sala  (no  mean  authority)  justly  wrote,  notwithstandin 
their  cheapness,  "could  scarcely  be  equalled  in  the' 
handinesB  and  conciseness."  They  are  sixty-seven  i 
number,  and  cover  most  parts  of  the  Three  Kingdoms 
be  ides  several  Continental  resorts,  and  a  specimen  copy 
with  full  list,  will  be  sent  on  receipt  of  three  half-pen 
stimps,  by  Mr.  Longley,  39,  Warwick-lane,  B.C. 


June  17,  1899] 
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iftoteg  from  tf)c  iftortl). 


Sea  trout  are  more  in  evidence  on  the  lower  waters  of 
the  Dee  than  has  been  the  case  for  many  years  back. 
They  are  a  scarce  commodity  at  the  best ;  but  it  augurs 
well  for  the  season  that  they  are  forward  in  such  gratify- 
ing numbers,  especially  in  this  year  of  lateness  all  round. 


The  heat  wave  ia  now  being  severely  felt  by  anglers  at 
the  waterside.  In  fact,  angling  during  the  height  of  the 
day  has  been  practically  suspended,  and  confined  to  a  few 
hoars  in  the  morning,  and  from  about  7  p.m.  till  dark. 


The  streams  are  getting  miserably  small  and  clear,  but 
for  all  that,  a  considerable  amount  of  sport  is  being  got  on 
the  deeper  pools,  and  chiefly  on  the  far  inland  reaches. 


Loch  angling  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  very  respectable 
baskets  are  being  got.  On  the  Sutherlandehire  lochs  the 
average  daily  basket  numbers  about  twenty-five  fish, 
scaling  from  lOJlb.  to  12Ib.  The  best  taking  flies  are 
March  Brown.  Hare's  Ear  (lug),  Lord  Saltonn,  Greenwell's 
Glory,  The  Zulu,  Bumble.  Mr.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  has 
a  special  selection  for  almost  every  loch. 


Mr.  Dnncan,  inspector  to  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  has 
had  his  year's  stock  of  salmon  fry  in  the  nursing  pond  for 
some  time.  His  filtering  arrangements  failed  inside  the 
hatchery,  and  so  he  resolved  to  turn  the  whole  lot  into 
the  pond  adjoining,  where  they  have  done  exceedingly 
well.  He  intends  liberating  about  half  a  million  in  the 
coarse  of  the  next  two  weeks  or  so,  and  the  balance  liter 


The  Duchess  of  Fife  is  coming  north  to  Duff  House  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  She  has  some  excellent  pools 
on  the  Deveron  at  her  command,  containing  some  leviathan 
brown  tront,  but  they  don't  care  to  rise  to  the  fly,  and  so 
the  Duchess  makes  little  of  her  opportunities.  She  prefers 
salmon  angling  on  the  Dee. 


Mrs.  lUingworth  has  been  angling  on  the  Crathie 
section  of  the  Dee  with  much  acceptance,  and  the  other 
day  creeled  two  beauties  of  71b.  and  91b.  respectively. 
Mr.  Illingworth  is  also  running  op  a  fair  score. 


Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  a  penchant  for  old  faces. 
Some  fifty  years  ago  she  witnessed  a  circus  performance, 
when  Miss  Ord,  a  very  young  artiste  was  the  then  child 
attraction.  The  other  day  Mrs.  Finder  (n^e  Miss  Helen 
Ord)  was  passing  Balmoral  with  her  travelling  establish- 
ment when  she  received  her  third  command  to  entertain 
the  Qaeen  and  the  Rojal  Family,  and  was  the  recipient  of 
a  diamond  brooch  at  Her  Majesty's  hands. 


"  Yellow  fin"  are  now  appearing  in  the  tidals,  but  as 
yet  they  are  somewhat  small.  In  another  fortnight  they 
will  be  worth  killing,  and  then  the  tidal  anglers  will  have 
the  first  of  bis  "  summer  innings." 


The  salmon  supply  is  not  showing  very  great  signs  of 
improvement,  and  as  a  consequence  many  of  the  higher 
stations  on  the  Don  and  such  like  riv.-ra  are  being  closed 
down  for  the  seieon,  and  the  men  paid  off.  Had  there 
been  any  prospect  of  a  good  grilse  season  they  would 
have  fished  these  stations  on  certain  days  of  the  week  at 
any  rate.   

The  Duchess  of  Fife  has  her  own  special  patterns  of 
flies  dressed  to  her  order  by  Garden,  Aberdeen. 


Rock  fishers  have  had  a  very  good  season  as  yet.  The 
exceedingly  bright  sunshine,  however,  of  the  laat  few  days 
has  made  the  baskets  lighter  than  they  would  otherwise 
have  been  in  more  cloudy  weather.  A  bit  of  cloud  is  as 
welcome  to  the  rock  as  it  is  to  the  river  argler. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  June  8, 
at  the  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.' 
Dance  occupied  the  vice-chiir.  The  meeting  was  the  best 
attended  on  record,  as  about  150  delegates  were  present, 
which  represented  some  eighty-three  societies.  After  the 
roll  call,  the  minntes  of  the  jjrevious  general  meeting  were 
confirmed,  after  which  the  committee's  work  for  the  past 
three  months  was  placed  before  the  meeting,  when  the 
minntes  of  April  f,  and  14  were  received  and  adopted.  The 
balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report  were  also  received  and 
adopted,  together  with  the  annual  dinner  account,  the 
expenses  of  which  were  surcharged  to  the  association. 
The  minutes  of  the  committee  meeting  held  on  May  .5 
were  adopted  after  the  minutes  of  tie  committee  meet- 
ing held  on  Jane  1  were  read,  when  the  whole  of  the 
minntes  were  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  the  minutes 
dealing  with  the  annual  excursion  and  contest.  The 
places  recommended  by  the  committee  were  put  before 


the  meeting,  when  Abingdon  or  Culham,  on  the  Thames, 
was  canied  by  a  large  majority.  It  was  also  recommended 
that  the  sum  of  £55  be  granted  for  prizes,  but  the  delegates 
decided  to  increase  this  sum  to  £60.  The  Thames  scale 
of  measurement  was  adopted  to  rule  the  weighing-in  of 
the  fish.  It  was  decided  to  leave  the  final  arrangements 
in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  who  will  give  in  a  report 
at  a  special  general  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  near  future, 
when  it  will  be  considered  whether  the  coupon  system  or 
the  giving  of  prizes  will  be  adopted  this  year.  The  matter 
of  certain  members  depleting  the  canal  at  Kingsbury 
daring  th«  close  season  was  referred  hack  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  Dudley  Angling  Aes  iciation  held  a  grand 
smoking  concert  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Dudley,  on  Friday 
evening,  Jane  9.  A  first-class  array  of  talent  put  in  an 
appearance,  and  a  splendid  programme,  which  gave 
credit  to  the  committee,  was  got  through  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  present.  The  proceeds  of  the  concert 
will  go  to  augment  the  club's  water  renting  fund. 
The  large  Highgate  Park  Society,  which  for  years  past 
have  fished  their  annual  contest  in  the  river  Avon,  have 
decided  to  give  the  Severn  a  turn  this  year.  With  this  in 
view,  they  will  go  to  Stourport  on  Aug.  20  next.  The 
Vine  Unity  have  also  decided  to  fish  their  contest  on  the 
Severn  on  July  16  next,  for  a  valuable  array  of  prizes,  the 
first  prize  being  a  18-carat  gold  English  lever  watch.  No 
fish  under  2oz.  will  be  weighed-in,  and  Mr.  E.  Mounds,  the 
noted  Kidderminster  angler,  will  act  as  referee.  The 
Queen's  Head  Club  have  decided  to  go  to  Pershore  on 
June  25,  to  fish  their  opening  contest  for  prizes  above 
the  average.  Already  fifty  members  have  given  in 
their  names.  A  large  number  of  our  members  will  be 
going  out  to  their  favourite  places,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  the  fish  have  got  over  their  spawning,  and  that  roach, 
dace,  chub,  and  bream  are  in  very  fair  condition.  I  have 
heard  some  very  flattering  reports  of  the  canal  at  Wilm- 
cote.  A  large  quantity  of  fish  has  been  seen  all  the  way 
from  Brearley  up  to  Stratford-on-Avon.  Now  that  the 
canal  at  Aire  was  and  Kingsbury  has  been  emptied,  I 
should  advise  canal  fishermen  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  places 
mentioned.  Owing  to  the  mowing  grass  not  being  cut,  a 
large  portion  of  the  Avon  will  not  be  able  to  be  fished  for 
some  time  yet.  I  have  heard  that  the  Shropshire  Canal, 
near  to  Upton  Magna,  contains  a  large  number  of  fish  of  a 
good  size. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Angling  in  Derbyshire  streams  has  during  the  week  been 
good.    The  May  Fly — Green  Drake— has  been  outin great 
numbers,  and  has  been  well  taken.    Fish  have  risen  freely 
in  the  early  morning  and  late  evening,  and  both  weather 
and  water  have  been  favourable  for  fly  angling.  Bottom 
fishers  have  not  as  a  rule  done  much,  and  then  principally 
in  the  evening.    Most  of  the  lengths  of  the  Dove  have 
furnished  fair  sport,  and  both  on  the  middle  and  lower 
lengths  a  goodly  number  of  decent  creels  have  been  made. 
On  the  Dovedale  waters  some  excellent  sport  has  been  had, 
and  numerous  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken  there,  and 
also  on  the  higher  reaches  of  Beresford  and  Hartington, 
and  on  Lord  Hindlip's  waters,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Load  Mill  and  Milldale.    A  few  good  creels  have  also 
been  made  on  the  neighbouring  Manifold,  but  the  water 
in  that  stream  is  in  places  very  low.    Amongst  other  flies 
used  on  the  Dove,  Foster's  Little  Gem  and  Haekle  Green 
have  done  excellent  service.    On  the  Wye  there  has  been 
very  fair  sport  had  on  the  Kowsley  and  Bakewell  lengths, 
and  several  excellent  baskets  have  been  made  there ;  and 
numerous  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  reaches  between 
Bakewell,  Holme,  Ashford,  and    New    Bridge.  The 
private  waters  of  Monsaldale  have  yielded  several  large 
baskets  of  fine  fish  to  the  lessee  and  his  friends  ;  and  both 
on  the  open  and  private  reaches  of  Cressbrook  and  Millers- 
dale  good  creels  have  been  made.     Some    nice  lots 
of  fish   have  been  captured  in  the  private  waters  of 
the    romantic    Cheedale  by  privileged  anglers  there ; 
and  on  the  adjoining  higher  lengths  of  Bakewell  Mill 
and   Aehwood-dale  there    has  baen  satisfactory  sport. 
Several  anglers  have  been  out  on  that  charming  mountain 
stream  the  Goyt,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buxton,  and  in 
the  Erwood  Hall,  Fernilee,  and  Taxal  districts,  on  the 
respective  waters  of  the  IDuke  of  Devonshire,  Capt. 
Grimshaw,  and  Col.  Cotton- Jodrell,  very  satisfactory  spoit 
has  been  had.    The  fish,  however,  do  not  run  very  large 
in  that  stream.    Some  nice  lots  of  trout  have  also  been 
taken  on  the  river  Nowe,  both  on  the  Edale  and  the  Hope 
lengths  ;  and  the  neighbouring  stream,  the  Ashop,  has  in 
places  yielded  a  few  decent  creels.    On  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Derwent,  between  the  hamlet  of  Derwent  Chapel, 
Crookbridge,  Ladybower  Brook,  Wcodlane,  and  Bamford 
fly  anglers  have  done  well  as  a  rule,  and  some  very  fair 
baskets  have  been  made  on  those  waters.    Equally  good 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  Hathersage  Association  reaches, 
and  the  angling  generally  has  been  good  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  Derwent  valley.    Several  excellent 
baskets  have  been  made  on  the  open  waters  near  Calver, 
and  also  on  the  private  lengths  of  Mr.  Leslie,  of  Hassop 
Hall ;  and  the  adjoining  reaches  up  to  Baslow  have 
furnished  very  satisfactory  sport.    Fly  anglers  have  been 
out  in  full  force  on  the  Chatsworth  waters,  and  some 
excellent  baskets  have  been  made  there,  and  also  on  the  lower 
lengths  by  Beely  and  Calton.    The  May  Fly  fishing  on  the 
Bradford  and  Lathkill  has  been  very  good,  and  some  heavy 
creels  have  been  made,  particularly  on  the  lower  Lathkill. 
The  Marquis  of  Granby,  Lord  Romney,  and  other  friends 
have  enjoyed  capital  sport,  and  on  several  days  they  have 
each  made  good  creels  up  to  eight,  nine,  ten,  and  eleven 
brace  of  nice  sized  fish.    Angling  prospects  still  good. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT 
Oar  local  river,  the  Hull,  is  in  grand  condition  for  all- 
round  angling,  and  our  local  anglers  are  eagerly  looking 
forward  to  the  opening  day  for  coarse  fish  angling  ;  but, 
no  doubt,  by  the  time  these  notes  appear  in  print  some 
good  bah  will  have  heen  recorded,  for  both  the  river  and 


its  contributaries  are  literally  alive  with  large  fish,  and  on 
the  upper  waters  there  is  now  a  quantity  of  tties,  so  that 
the  fly  fidher  should  have  a  fair  time  of  it,  for  aVK>ve  Top 
Lock  there  are  several  good  trout  on  the  rise.  In  the  tidal 
waters  several  matches  have  been  fished  by  oar  local  socie- 
ties during  the  past  week  or  so,  but  they  have  n  t  met 
with  near  such  good  sport  as  those  who  were  privately 
fiBhing.  The  Osborne  Angling  Society  fished  their  Heoond 
match  on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge,  resulting  in  Messrs, 
A.  Friend  and  C.  Buxton  taking  the  first  two  prizes 
with  about  IJlb.  of  fish  each,  Messrs.  G.  Bibbey  and 
O.  Matthews  taking  the  next  two  with  only  about 
lib.  each.  The  City  Employees'  Angling  Society  also 
fished  a  match  near  to  Beverley  Beck-end,  iMeJsra.  T. 
Whitehead,  W.  Whitehead,  and-W.  Jacques  being  the 
first  three  prize  winners.  The  Sheffield  Arms  A.S.  opened 
their  season  on  the  celebrated  Minto  Flatts  stretch,  but 
only  did  moderately,  Mr.  W.  Pedder  topping  the  prize 
list  with  lib.  6oz.,  and  Messrs.  T.  Bardsley  and  Fred. 
Matthews  having  about  lib.  each  for  second  and  third 
places.  The  Foresters'  A.S.  of  Beverley  selected  Weel- 
ferry  for  their  second  match,  Messrs.  G.  Armstrong  and 
J.  Thompson  taking  the  first  two  prizes  with  about  lib.  of 
fish  each.  Some  very  good  catches  of  eels  and  flounders 
continue  to  be  made  at  Wawne  and  Dunswell,  and  from 
the  latter  pUce  on  Thursday  last  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  had 
twenty-five  fish,  the  three  heaviest,  eels,  scaling  14ioz., 
8|oz.,  and  8Joz.  each,  and  other  anglers  have  had  takes 
of  twenty  to  forty  fish,  several  running  |lb.  each. 
Several  matches  will  be  fished  on  the  river  to-day 
(Saturday),  and  these  being  the  first  in  the  open  season, 
they  should  have  fair  sport,  for  the  fish  seem  to  have  got 
fairly  over  their  spawning  operations.  The  Central  Hall 
A.S.  fish  a  match  to-day  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  on  the  river 
Ludd,  which  river  is  also  reported  in  first-class  condition, 
and  to  be  swarming  with  fish.  The  river  Ancholme  will 
also  have  a  share  of  our  local  societies'  patronage,  for  the 
River  Hull  and  Excelsior  Angling  Societies  hold  a  joint 
open  match  to-day  at  Ferriby  Station ;  and  on  Saturday 
next,  the  24th,  the  North  Myton  Association  will  ako  hold 
an  open  matc'n  at  the  same  place,  the  steamboat.  Her 
Majesttj,  being  engaged  for  the  occasion.  On  the  19th 
insr.  both  the  Tigress  A  S.  and  Newington  St.  George's 
A.S.  fish  a  match  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  at 
Newport ;  whilst  on  the  22ad  the  Holderness  Anglers  will 
leave  Hull  by  the  1.25  p.m.  train  from  Cannon-street 
Station  for  the  same  place. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Rivers  have  run  down  very  low  daring  the  past  week, 
and  are,  besides,  in  a  dirty  condition.  This  and  the 
extreme  brightness  of  the  weather  has  almost  put  a  stop 
to  fisbing,  except  after  sundown,  when  a  few  good  tront 
may  be  taken.  A  couple  of  days'  rain  would  be  welcomed 
by  anglers  and  agriculturists  alike.  Although  there  ia 
little  restraint  on  the  taking  of  coarse  fish — pike,  perch, 
&c. — in  this  district  at  any  time,  there  is  now  a  recognised 
close  time,  and  the  legal  opening  fell  on  Thursday,  the 
15th  inst.  Windermere  and  some  of  our  other  lakes  lite- 
rally teem  with  perch,  and  pike  in  lesser  numbers,  so  that 
good  sport  may  now  be  looked  for  by  those  who  care  for  this 
class  of  fishing,  and  there  are  many  who  enjoy  it  immensely. 
Visitors  with  children  and  ladies  in  their  train  will  find  a 
day  thus  spent  both  healthful  and  entertaining.  As  to  the 
doings  of  anglers  during  the  past  few  days  there  is  not 
much  worthy  of  record,  perhaps  the  feature  of  the  week 
being  the  size  and  quality  rather  than  the  quantity  of  trout 
brought  to  bank.  In  the  Keswick  waters,  Mr.  H.  Dixon 
had  eight  running  up  to  2  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Den  wood,  Lowther, 
Mayson,  Birkett,  Elliott,  Hill,  Cowperthwaite,  CouLson, 
and  Lowthian  each  a  number  of  very  good  tish,  the  last 
named  gentleman  heading  the  list  with  a  eplendid  trout  of 
31b.  Mr.  John  Watson  (Kendal)  comes  a  good  second  with 
a  handsome  fish  of  21b.  9Joz.,  taken  from  Loweswater. 
Mr  M.  Towers  in  the  Greta,  Messrs.  Stanley  in  St.  John's 
Bfck,  Mr.  H.  Mann  on  the  Kent,  and  a  number 
of  Derwent  anglers  have  also  secured  a  few  nice  fish. 
Sea  trout  are  already  showing  in  the  last  named  river,  Mr. 
Varty  having  taken  one  of  4jlb.,  and  two  or  three  have 
also  been  landed  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Kent.  On  the 
Eamont  and  the  upper  waters  of  the  Eden  fair  baskets 
have  been  taken  in  the  evening  wirh  the  bustard,  creeper, 
and  worm.  Angling  in  the  rivers,  however,  will  be  "  off  " 
unless  rain  comes  soon.  The  West  Cumberland  Fishery 
Board,  despite  a  want  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
County  Council,  are  determined  to  keep  pegging  away  in 
their  opposition  to  the  protection  of  sea  gulls,  wliioh  they 
allege  are  great  enemies  to  fish  in  their  various  stages  of 
life. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Next  Saturday  is  the  first  big  event  of  the  season,  and 
will  be  an  All-England  match,  promoted  by  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association,  for  .£30,  and  several  gold  and  silver 
medals.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  convey- 
ance and  convenience  of  both  competitors  and  visitors  by 
the  executive  committee,  and  the  same  circulated  to  all 
interested  centres  and  towns.  It  should  be  carefully  noted 
thit  entries  close  on  Monday,  the  19ch,  and  it  will  greatly 
help  the  ofKcials  if  the  entries  are  sent  in  at  once.  The 
Ribble  has  been  rather  low  and  clear,  so  that  only  evening 
fishing  has  been  successful.  The  fish  have  risen  freely  to 
the  Black  Gnat.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Wyre,  with 
the  addition  of  perhaps  a  larger  volume  of  water,  which 
has  assisted  bottom  fishing.  The  Ltme  and  its  tributaries 
has  fallen  off  a  little,  and,  perhaps,  a  good  thing.  Trout 
are  reported  as  feeding  on  eel  fry,  and  rising  badly.  Not 
so  many  pike  are  noticed,  and  a  few  salmon  are  getting 
into  the  nets.  The  St.  Helens  anglers  are  paying  a  two 
days'  visit  to  a  private  Cheshire  mere  next  week.  This  is 
always  a  popular  outmg,  and  highly  appreciated  by 
the  members.  Next  week  the  Levensbulme  Angling 
Society,  on  one  evening,  will  decide  the  first  of  their 
six  championship  competitions ;  the  event  takes  place  in 
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TBADE  UABK  (Regd.). 


P.  D.  MALLOCH,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of 
FISHING   TACKLE   SUITABLE    for  ALL    PARTS    of  tlae  W^ORLD. 


MALLOCH'S 
SUPERIOR  TROUT 
RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  Superiority  of  Workmanship, 
Balance,  and  Casting  Power. 

10ft.,  in  3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  26/-,  28/-,  34/-. 
lift.,  „  28/-,  30/-,  36/-, 

12ft.,  „  30/.,  32/-,  38/-. 

With  cork  grip,  fi/-  extra, 
lift,  in  2  pieces,  with  spare  top, 
snake  rings  and  cork  grip    . . ,  40/-- 

SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  RODS. 

18ft.  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving 
top  rings,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted, 
rubber  button,  &c.     The  very  best  Rod 
that  can  be  produced         ...       ...       ...  67/-. 

16ft.  Rod,  same  as  above,  57/-. 
Very  large  assortment  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  Ijoch  and  Miver  Flies,  for  the  Scotch 
Ijochs  and  Mivers,  all  tested  patterns  and 
benutifnlhj  tied. 
These  Flies  have  obtained  Highest  Awards  whebever 
Exhibited. 


MALLOCH'S 
Patent 

CASTING  REEL 

(Improved  Pattern). 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL. 

Improved  Pattern,  in  Gun-metal  or  Alumi- 
nium. The  greatest  boon  to  anglers  yet  invented 
for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  aU  kinds 
of  coarse  fishing  ;  unsurpassed  for  long  distance 
casting ;  simple,  and  easy  to  learn.  Bods  and 
lines  specially  suited  for  these  reels 
MALLOCH'S 

PATENT  ADJUSTABLE  BRAKE  REEL. 

In  Gun-metal  or  Aluminium.  The  brake  is 
easily  operated  by  the  hand,  whereby  the  check 
can  be  regulated  at  will  by  simply  turning  the 
milled  disc  on  spindle.  This  should  prove  a 
great  advantage  to  anglers,  as  the  check  can  be 
regulated  without  having  to  take  the  reel  to 
pieces,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  reel. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASES. 

For  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  eyed  flies 
of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact,  each  fly 
secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Malloch's  Gold  Medal  Salmon  and  Trout  Heels. 
Tn  Gun-metal,  Aluminium,  JShotiitCj  and 
Cocus  Wood.    Made  in  18  different  sizes. 
ILLUSTRATED    PRICE    LIST  FREE. 
Tclfi^rnms:  "MAl.I>OCII,  PERTH." 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON   ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ADDLBSTONE  (Way),  D,  Surrey,  II ;  ts.  »d. 
Althornb  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  Ss. 
Ambbrlet  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  6s.  8d.,  H  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 
Amkrsham  (Misboum),  I  Bucks,  S3f;  it.  Id. 
Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 
Ardlbish  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  66 ;  48.  9d. 
Arlesby  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  Ss.  lid. 
ASHUR.ST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32 ;  3s.  4d. 
AUDLBY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44 ;  3s.  6^d. 
Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48;  38.  8d. 
Baboombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60;  5s.  6d. 
Battlesbridsb  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  Ss. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  60  ;  6i. 
Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28;  It.  lid. 
BILLERIOAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s. 
BiLLINGHnRST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  48.  8d. 
BlOOLESWADE  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 
Bishop's  Stortfosd  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2b.  Td. 
Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  SJd 
Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74;  5s.  2d. 
Blbtohlet  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46|;  4s.  lid. 
BL0NHAU  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  6s.  3d. 
Bothsham,  a,  Oambs,  61f ;  5s.  l^d. 
Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28f ;  8i. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22f ;  2b.  8d. 
BOXHOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24^ ;  28.  6d. 
Bbaintrkb  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  46 ;  3|.  lOd. 
BrAUOHINO  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30^;  2s.  T^d. 
Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86|;  7b.  S^d. 
Brioket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22;  2s. 
Broxbourne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17^ ;  Is.  6d. 
Bdntinqford  (Rib),  Herts,  33};  28.  lid. 
BURBS  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  48.  6^. 
Burnham-on-Crooch,  A,  Essex,  39;  3b.  3d. 
Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77i;  6b.  <d. 
Burnt  Mill  (Stort  )jA,  Essex,  25;  Is.  lljd. 
BuSHBY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16;  la.  8d. 
Byfleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21| ;  28.  3d. 
0A8TLB   HBDIN9HAM   (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56^; 
4s.  11^. 

OhAPpbl  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50i;  4s.  2^d. 
Ohalfont  Eoad  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22;  Is. 
Oheddinqton  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36;  38.  9d. 
OheSHAU  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27;  28.  6d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  291;  2b.  8\i.. 
Chbshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14i ;  Is.  2d. 
Oheetsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22^;  38.  4d. 
0HI9WELL  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  13i  ;  la.  IJd 
Ohiltern  Green  (Lea),  Q,  Herts,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
OhOrlet  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  485 ;  Ss.  Id. 
Chorlbt  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  1b.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62;  5s.  3d. 
OOBHAH  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18};  3a. 
Colohebtkr  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  61J;  48.  ^i. 
COLNK  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57^ ;  48.  6d. 
OOLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16};  la.  8d. 
OOOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  26};  28.  lOd. 
COWDBN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  ta. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139;  lOs. 
Datohbt  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,28};  2b.  Sd. 
DowNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  861;  7s.  3d. 
DORKINO  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  26;  3s.  8d. 
Earlbwood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21 J ;  2s. 
East  Grinktead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  Sa.  6d 
East  Fahleioh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  761;  6a.  4d. 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33;  28.  8d. 
EauAM  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21;  28.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouae),  A,  Camba,  70^;  />».  11  }d. 
Elbtkkk  (Hcservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  8d. 
EL8KNHAM  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  Ss.  O^d. 
Enfield  Look  (Lea;,  A,  Middlesex,  12;  la. 
Eppini)  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  17;  Is.  fijd. 
ESHBK  (Mole).  6,  Surrey,  14} ;  Is.  Gd. 
FambkidOk  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36;  2a.  lOd. 
Flitwiok  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40;  4s.  2d. 
FOKBST  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  8s.  6d. 
Fulwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12j ;  Is.  4d. 
QouiNG  (Thames),  B.Oxford,  44};  4h.  9d. 
Gt.  Chrrtkrkord  (Cam;,  A,  Essex,  48,  38.  lOJd. 
Great  Mari.ow  rrhanies),  E,  Bucks,  36J ;  3a.  3d. 
Or.  MiHHENODM  (MlBbourn),  L  Bucks,  29;  2b.  9d. 
OuiLDioau  (Wey),  0  D,  Surrey,  284;  »»  M. 
Qmnot)  (Broada),  A,  Norfolk.  188 ;  lOa 


Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  26J;  2b.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62i ;  4s.  SJd. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex;  141;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14};  le.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37;  3s.  lid. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26|;  2s.  Ud. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27} ;  2s.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield  PKVEREL(Ohelmer).  A,  Essex,  86;  3s.  Id. 
Haywards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  87;  48. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11} ;  Is. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35};  3s.  91. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24};  28.  6d. 
Hilgay  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88};  6a.  lO^d. 
Hobley  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  8d, 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Hoestbd  Kbtnes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex.  36^;  38.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114};  9s.  «d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58};  6s.  2d 
IRCHKSTER  (Ouse),  Q,  Northampton,  61 ;  68.  6d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42};  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Ib.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82};  6s.  ll}d. 
Lanqford    Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44;  38.  3\d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  .32J;  3s.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19};  Is. 
Lbighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  6s.  2d. 
Lingfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  28.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6s.  5d. 
Loughton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  la.  0}d. 
Long  Melfohd  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61};  5s.  2}d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney).  A,  Suffolk.  117};  lOe. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCtb. 

A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E.  Great  Northern  (King's  OroBa). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington).  F.  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridg«  and  Victoria). 
0.    South-Eastern    (Charing   Cross,    Waterloo  G.  Midland  (St.  Pancraa). 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  H.  North-Westem  (Euaton). 

and  New  Croaa).  L  Uetropolitan  (Baker  Street). 
D.    South- Weitern  (Waterloa).  a-  Map  shows  the  18  new  ttatiom. 


Maidenhead  (Thamea),  B,  Berka,  24};  Is.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44;  38.3}d 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  3s.  2d. 
Manningtrbb  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  6s.  0}d. 
March  (Nene,  Ac),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Aeh),  A,  Herts,  23;  2s. 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  Ss.  ll}d. 
Midhurst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6b. 
MiLDENHALL  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  68.  4}d. 
Moulsford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  6s.  Id. 
Nbw  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}:  3s.  6d. 
North  Walsh  am  (Ant).  A,  Norfolk,  134;  lOs. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19};  1b.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52};  6s.  4d. 
Ofpord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55};  5s.  lOd. 
Onbar  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll}d. 
OXTED  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  28.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31|;  4a. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41};  4b.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
PONDBR's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  »d. 
Potter's  Bab  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12} ;  la.  Sd. 
PULBOROUGH  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  60;  ea.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions,  28.  6d). 
Eadlbtt  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  16;  la.  7d. 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20} ;  Is. 
Eickmansworth  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  22};  la.td. 
BOYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
EUDQWIOK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex, 44;  4s.  2d. 
Eye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  ls.8d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  48. 7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts, 29  ;  Is.  !}d. 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58;  5s.  6d. 
Shalfobd  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Sharnbbook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  56;  6b.  9d. 
Shekford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87;  58. 
Shelfoed  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shbnfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20};  Is.  8d. 
Shbppbrton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18};  3a. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18};  Is.  lid. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19};  Sa, 
Standon  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29};  2s.  6}d. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex^S ;  2s.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Cohie),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20;  2a.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70};  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  Is.  Jd. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51};  5s.  6d- 
Stoke  Mandevillb,  I,  Bucks,  37;  38.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58};  48.  ll}d. 
Sunbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22};  28.  4d 
Tbmpsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47};  4s.  lid. 
Thatoham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49};  68.  2d. 
Thbydon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  is.  8}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29  ;  38. 
Ttlbhurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  48.  Id. 
Tring  (Eeservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31};  3s.  4d. 
Tunbridgb  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29};  38.  3d. 
Twyford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  3s.  3d. 
UXBRIDQE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15};  la.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D.Berks,  23;  3a. 6d 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17 ;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  li.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  •2'2};  Is.  lid. 
Watbrbbaoh  (Cam),  a,  Cambs,  61;  6a.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46;  48. 
Wkndovkr,  I,  Bucks,  33};  3a.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  4d. 
West  Qrinstkad  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45;  48.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2b.  9}d. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2b. 
Whittlesford  (Cam).  A,  Cambs,  49 ;  48.  2d. 
WlOKFORU  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2b.  2d. 
WiuFORD  (Aeh),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  Is.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  2s.  Sd. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39;  38.  3}d. 
■Woking (Bas'ngBtkeCanal),D, Surrey,24};  2a.8d. 
Woodham  Fkrkis  (Crouch),  a,  Es8ex,31;  2a. 7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thms.  &  Colne),  D,BuckB,21};  2a.ad. 
Wpoxham  (Broada,  tic.).  A,  Norfolk,  122} :,  VOB. 
TALDiNS  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  S»'<;  4b. 
TAMCOnTi  (Bnre,  *e.).  W,'r(«rfoIk,  IM;  l«a. 
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their  own  waters.  Some  gratification  will  be  felt  at  the 
news  of  the  death  of  a  seoond  dog  otter  in  the  river 
Bullin  ;  there  are  still  two  to  be  dealt  with.  To-morrow, 
the  Pride  of  Bolton  A.nffliag  Sooi'ity  will  fish  a  match  at 
Boothstown,  in  the  Worsl-'y  Canal,  and  in  the  same  canal 
at  Leigh  the  opnn  event  promoted  by  Mr.  Dawson  will  be 
decided.  The  Buckley  Arms  Angling  Society,  Swindon, 
are  due  at  Westwood,  in  the  same  canal,  oq  Jane  24  ;  this 
is  th^ir  annual  visit  to  thia  water.  Tde  Liverpool  Anglers 
are  disoasjing  the  question  of  establishing  a  trophy  to  be 
fished  for  by  local  clubs.  The  Nelson  Angling  Society 
announced  an  alteration  in  the  hours  for  their  match  on 
Jnne  18,  from  12  noon  to  4,  to  from  4  to  7  p  m.,  draw  at 
3  30.  The  East  End  Aesjoiation  (also  Liverpool)  are  going 
strong  in  every  department,  headquarters,  branches,  and 
numerically  and  financially.  The  Central  Association  is 
making  good  pi-ogress,  and  now  numbers  close  on  one 
hundred  members  ;  they  have  arranged  rather  an  attrac- 
tive programme,  and  intend  being  heard  from  in  1899. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  conditions  just  now  are  all  that  could  be  desired  for 
trout  fishing,  and  anglers  who  have,  up  to  recently,  had  a 
moat  disappointing  season,  are  making  most  of  the 
opportunity.  Fly  fishermen  who  have  operated  in  the 
evenings  have  done  exceedingly  well  with  such  flies  as  the 
Yellow  Dun  and  Black  Gnat,  the  latter  for  preference, 
and  several  basketa  containing  five  and  six  brace  are 
mentioned  as  having  been  captured  in  the  course  of  a 
couple  of  hours'  sport.  Bottom  fishing  is  still  being 
followed  with  fuccss  by  those  who  are  not  expert  at 
manipulating  the  fly.  Reports  to  hand  from  the  fen 
waters  show  that  the  coarse  fishing  season  promises  to  be 
inangurated  tuia  week  under  satisfactory  conditions,  so 
far  as  the  waters  are  concerned.  The  fish  were  favoured 
with  a  good  spawning  time ;  but  it  is  feared  that  the  heavy 
flood  in  May  did  some  damage,  although  this  has  not  yet 
been  definitely  ascertained. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

More  is  now  being  heard  from  our  city  clubs.  This  is 
no  doubt  caused  by  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing 
Benson,  which  has  stirred  up  our  men  to  a  sense  of  the 
enjoyment  in  store  for  them  for  the  next  few  months. 
To-day  (June  17)  the  Buckland  open  in  their  own  waters, 
the  Victorias  at  Poynton,  the  Derby  at  Boothstown; 
to-morrow  (the  18th)  the  old  Standard  at  Chester;  on  the 
21st,  the  Shakespeare  at  Chester;  and  next  Saturday,  the 
24tb,  the  Moss  Side  Socials  are  to  visit  Poynton,  and  the 
Horse  Shoe,  Worsley,  so  that  a  very  busy  match-fisUng 
season  is  clearly  indicated.  At  thpir  next  meeting  the 
South-West  Manchester  A  S.  will  make  final  arrangementa 
for  the  opening  match,  and  discuss  other  important 
business.  The  Hanging  Gate  A.  S  have  arranged  to  visit 
Poynton  Canal  for  their  first  match  on  July  2  ;  they  have 
a  good  prize  list.  The  Salford  Friendly  A.S.  have  fixed 
Aug.  19  as  the  date  of  their  annual  visit  to  the  Moss  Reach 
length  of  the  Bridgewater  Canal.  Some  locals  fishing  the 
Weaver  report  good  bigs  from  Yale  Royal  and  North wich. 
The  Welcomb  Angling  Society,  Hulme,  on  the  13th  had 
the  best  mpeting  since  the  club  was  formed,  the  club-room 
bein?  packed.  Owing  to  the  change  in  headquarters  the 
mat  h  arranged  for  to-morrow  has  fallen  through,  but 
thoy  have  arranged  another,  to  take  place  at  Poynton  on 
July  16,  which  will  be  the  first  club  match.  The  May  Fly 
is  now  fairiy  with  us,  and  one  local  with  the  natural 
secured  ten  brace  of  fine  trout.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge 
Angling  Society  open  the  season  on  the  25th,  at  Althorpe, 
and  the  Openshaw  Ceijtra's  on  the  same  date,  at  Torksey. 
Several  of  our  locals  report  a  rather  extraordinary  rise  of 
trout  in  reservoirs.  They  describe  the  fish  as  mad  on,  but 
not  hooking.  Can  any  of  our  experts  give  a  reason  for 
this?  It  happens  in  the  evenirg ;  the  fish  are  not  playing, 
some  hing  disturbs  them,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
hatch  out  is  responsible.  The  Kingfishers'  held  a  meeting 
on  the  13th,  and  amongst  other  items  decided  to  have  an 
outing  to  Cheshire,  where  some  good  fishing  is  to  be  had. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  fishing  season  cow  commenced  bids  fair  to  be  a 
very  good  one.  Immense  quantities  of  fish  have  been 
seen  during  the  spawning  season  on  Rockland  and  Surling- 
ham  broads,  on  the  Yare,  and  in  the  reaches  of  the  river 
Bure,  from  Wroxham,  down  as  far  as  South  Walsham. 
Brejrn  have  alr«ady  begun  to  feed  on  the  Yare.  On 
Sunday,  at  Buckenham,  a  Norwich  angler  took  over 
IJcwts.  to  his  own  rod.  It  is  too  early  to  commence  yet, 
and  the  fish  will  be  all  the  better  for  being  left  for  another 
week  at  least.  Since  the  close  of  last  season  there  have 
been  several  changes  in  the  occupants  of  the  riverside 
hostelries,  and  also  in  the  hoRtelries  themselves.  Bucken- 
ham Ferry  House  is  being  rebuilt,  and  other  houses  are 
being  considerably  enlarged  and  improved.  Better 
accommodation  will  thus  be  had  ;  and  this  was  badly 
needed,  esi>ecially  during  the  months  of  July  and  August. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  at  the  period  of  writing  was  low  and  clear, 
and  anglers  seemed  nnusnally  eager  for  the  opening  of  the 
season  yesterday  (Friday).  Most  coarse  fish  are  still 
located  in  rapid  water,  and  intending  fishermen  will  find 
it  to  their  advantage  to  employ  the  lightest  possible  tackle, 
consistent,  of  cmrse,  with  durability.  Caddis  grubs — the 
best  of  baits  for  early  season  use — are  most  difficult  to 
obtain,  and  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  lobworms.  These, 
in  fact,  will  be  rcarce  until  rain  descends,  and  so  affords 
the  men  engaged  in  catching  them  at  night  a  chance  of 
replenishing  the  empty  boxes  of  the  dealers.  A  few  eels 
have  ttf'en  taken  since  last  week,  but  nothing  appears  to 
have  V)«fn  pMbing  amongst  salmon.  On  the  tributaries 
trout  have  afforded  a  moderate  amount  of  sport. 
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FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired  for 
fishing,  and  during  the  last  week  sportsmen  have  put  in 
full  time,  and  on  the  whole  satisf"Ctory  sport  has  been 
obtained.  Amongst  the  many  vibitors  to  Derbyshire 
during  the  past  week  has  been  the  Marquis  of  Granby, 
who  has  obtained  some  good  snort,  on  the  upper  Lathkill. 
The  May  Fly  seafon  is  now  fairly  on,  and  is  considered  to 
be  a  fairly  good  one.  Fly  fishers  have  fared  very  well  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent,  the  early  morning  and 
late  in  the  afternoon  having  been  found  to  be  the  best 
timPB.  In  the  dis'riot  of  the  Matlocks  a  lot  of  good  fish 
have  been  obtained,  whilst  in  the  deep  pools  on  the  What- 
standwell  stretches  down  to  Ambergate  a  lot  of 
heavy  fish  have  been  killed,  especially  late  at  night, 
the  fish  rising  well  until  quite  nine  o'clock.  Bottom 
anglers  have  not  done  so  well,  but  maggots  and  worms  have 
accounted  for  a  few  good  takes,  but,  generally  speaking, 
bottom  arglers  have  not  had  a  very  good  time.  Locally, 
the  upper  roaches  of  the  Sheaf  have  been  providing  some 
splendid  sport,  and  in  the  evenings  several  local  anglers 
have  been  doing  very  well.  In  the  stretch  near  Totley 
Station  a  lot  of  decent-sized  fish  have  been  secured,  some 
weighing  lib.  each.  Unfortunately  for  Sheffielders  it 
would  appear  that  in  the  near  future  the  chance  of 
obtaining  sport  in  the  Sheaf  will  become  more  diflScnlt. 
The  Midland  Railway  runs  close  by  the  side  of  the  river, 
and  as  the  railway  is  being  widened  a  fruitful  stretch  close 
to  Totley  Station  has  to  be  diverted,  and  other  alterations 
will  make  the  task  of  preserving  the  stream  much  more 
difficult.  In  the  Damflask  Reservoir  bottom  anglers  have 
come  off  best,  single  maggots  having  proved  very  effective, 
with  the  result  that  a  lot  of  nice  fish  have  been  taken. 
The  Hollow  Meadows  dams  have  been  well  fished,  but  the 
takes  have  been  on  the  small  side.  Coarse  fishing  opens 
this  week,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  thousands  of 
Sheffield  working  men.  The  early  portion  of  the  breed- 
ing season  was  very  cold,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  recent 
warm  weather  will  have  assisted  in  the  development  of  the 
fish. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  hot  sunny  days  tempered  by  east 
winds  which  has  made  the  nights  very  cold,  and  the  trout 
have  not  been  sporting  so  well  as  they  might  have  done  ; 
still,  in  the  evenings  they  have  come  fairly  well  at  the 
fly — Iron  Blue,  Stone  Fly,  Silver  Dun,  and  Yellow  Dun 
aU  killing  on  the  Teme,  and  some  sport  was  had  with  the 
maggot ;  but  the  best  basketa  have  been  taken  in  private 
water  with  the  maggot;  Mr.  Martin  Perks  and  a  friend, 
ten  and  a  half  brace  and  eight  brace  of  beauties ;  and 
others  four  to  tix  brace  each.  After  this  Friday  all  the 
clubs  will  be  fishing  for  coarse  fish,  and  the  Severn  will  be 
extensively  patronised ;  but  the  fish  are  not  in  condition 
yet,  and  many  of  the  roach  have  not  spawned,  but  as 
nothing  under  3oz.  is  allowed  to  be  taken,  we  trust  but 
little  injury  will  be  done.  Chub  has  been  taken  in 
quantities  iu  the  Severn  and  Teme  during  the  week  fort'ie 
mere  sake  of  sport ;  they  are  out  of  condition  and  unfit 
for  food  ;  still,  as  many  think  they  are  better  out  of  the 
wa'er,  they  will  be  much  fished  for  when  the  close  season 
ends.  Salmon  fishing  is  almost  nil  in  this  neighbourhood, 
but  price  is  much  lower,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  quantity 
of  Scotch  fish  that  are  on  tale.  There  is  little  news  from 
the  clubs  this  week  ;  next  week  things  will  be  different. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
T.  H.  Veknon. — Send  one  shilling  in  stamps  to  Messrs. 
Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter-lane,  EC;  you  will  receive  by  return  a  copy  of 
Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett's  book,  entitled  "  The  Lower  and 
Mid-Thames," 


Comsjpfontititci 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE  OTTER. 

Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  through  you  to  thank  "  Special 
Scotch  "  for  his  kind  appreciation  of  my  effusion  about  the 
otter  in  his  notes  of  ISaturday  last.  I  will  say  at  once  I 
do  not  see  anything  "awkward  "  in  his  quesstion. 

It  is  just  the  sort  of  thing  that  I  had  hoped  would  come, 
as  by  this  means  a  subject  so  interesting  gets  full  ventila- 
tion, and  the  good  and  bad  side  of  an  animal's  life  is 
properly  thrashed  out.  I  only  speak,  or  rather  write, 
as  I  find,  and  my  experience  with  reference  to  salmon 
clearing  out  of  a  river  because  it  is  visited  by  otters  is 
exactly  in  the  reverse  of  his. 

I  will  give  an  instance  from  which  I  take  my  stand.  In 
the  year  '94  (I  am  not  quite  certain  of  the  year  though, 
it  may  have  been  '93,  foolishly  I  did  not  make  a  memo,  of 
it  in  my  fishing  diary),  in  November,  the  water  bailiff  and 
myself  went  one  day  on  a  "  voyage  of  discovery  "  for 
some  eight  miles  along  the  bank  of  the  river  Avon  ( Devon- 
shire), and  during  our  journey  we  saw  some  twelve  or 
fourteen  paira  of  salmon  on  the  redds.  Now  I  knew 
from  eigna  which  were  in  evidence,  on  this  very  day  an 
otter  Was  working  that  river,  as  we  distinctly  noticed  a 
fresh  "  spur'  at  the  Hazelwood  boat-house,  on  our 
journey  npward,  and  within  half  a  mile  below  we  had  seen 
two  piirs  of  fish  at  work.  Further  than  this,  in  the 
same  year,  I  saw,  one  Sunday  morning,  nine  salmon 
in  the  pool  below  Topsham  bridge,  which  is  on  the  same 
river. 

I  do  not  contend  but  that  otters  do  sometimes  interfere 
with  both  trout  and  salnon,  but  what  I  wish  to  bring 
before  the  public  is  that  they  do  more  good  than  harm, 
and  therefore  should  be  fostered  rather  than  slain  iudis- 
crimiuately. — Yonra  truly,  Phkasant  Tail. 


BLACK  GNAT  OE  "COOPER'S  FANCY"? 

Dear  Sir, — If  a  fly  with  a  black  body,  dun  wing,  and 
either  black  or  dun  legs  is  not  a  Black  Gnat,  well  we  do 
not  know  a  Black  Gnat  when  we  see  it !  Of  one  thing  we 
are  certain,  however,  and  that  is  thit  Mr.  Cooper  does 
not  if  he  really  believes  what  he  writes.  There  is, 
however,  one  consolation  ;  he  will  be  likely  to  get  nobody 
elB3  to  believe  that  h^  has  any  mortal  right  to  appropriate 
an  old  time  Derbyshire  dresaing  of  the  Black  Gnat  as  his 
own  invention. 

Let  us  turn  to  the  authorities. 

Ronalds,  who  studied  and  fished  and  wrote  his  im- 
portant work  on  the  Blythe,  a  few  miles  away  from  thia 
place,  namely,  that  standard  work,  "  The  Fly  Fiaher's 
Entomology."  describes  the  Black  Gnat  dressing  thus  : 

Wings.— The  dark  part  of  a  feather  from  the  starling  j 

Legs. — A  black  hackle  ; 

Body. — Black  ostrich  herl ; 
and,  he  adds,  to  mate  it  buzz  a  light  dun  hackle  tinged 
with  brown  may  be  wound  upon  the  above  b  idy. 

David  Foster,  in  "  The  Scientific  Angler,"  another 
standard  (also  written  in  this  vicinity),  gives  almost  the 
same  dressing,  viz.  : 

Wings. — From  a  starling's  wing  feather. 
Legs. — A  dark  blue  dun  or  blick  hackle. 
Body. — Ostrich  herl. 

We  have  received  two  consignmenta  of  flies  through  the  . 
kindness  of  two  correspondents,  who  have  obtained  them 
direct  from  Mr.  Cooper  in  response  to  their  orders  for 
"  Cooper's  Fancy." 

Here  is  a  description  of  them. 

First  correspondent's  consignment  consists  of  a  fly 
dressed  thus : 

Body. — Black  silk.  Legs. — A  rusty  black. 

Wings. — Starling. 
Second  correspondent  received  three  different  patterns 
from  Mr.  Cooper  in  response  to  his  order  for  one  dozen 
Cooper's  Fancy." 


Description : 

1st  Dressino, 
Wings, — Starling. 
Legs. — Black  hackle. 
Body. — Black  silk. 


Query : 
flies  is  his  ' 
We  may 


2nd  Dressing*. 
Wings. — Starling. 
Legs. — Dark  dun  hackle. 
Body. — Black  silk. 
3rd  Dressing. 
Wings  — S  tarling. 
Legs. — Medium  dun  hackle. 
Body. — Black  silk. 
Is  not  Mr.  C.  rising  short  ?    Which  of  these 
fancy  ? " 

here  state  that  our  customers  have  been ' 
receiving  Black  Gnats  with  body  of  black  silk,  wings 
starling,  legs  black  hackle,  and  also  with  legs  of  dun 
hackle  as  an  alternative  dressing,  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century  and  more,  and  that  therefore  "  Cooper's  Fancy  " 
is  Foster's  Black  Gnat. 

The  dressings  given  by  Ronalds,  and  in  "  The 
Scientific  Angler,"  prescribe  ostrich  herl  for  the  body, 
and  this  makes  what  is  termed  a  thick  bodied  Black  Gnat ; 
but  the  more  modern  thin  black  eilk  bodied  one  has  been 
stocked  by  us  exclusively  in  the  time  of  the  present  writer, 
and  he  has  been  in  the  trade  now  for  more  than  a  decade. 
Therefore  it  comes  to  this,  that  Mr.  Cooper  has  not  a  leg 
to  stand  upon  in  claiming  this  pattern  as  his  invention. 

If  anyone  is  still  scepticil  we  can  bring  evidence  galore 
in  proof  of  our  having  made  and  sold  thia  fly  as  the  Bi&ak 
Gnat  for  a  generation. 

Mr.  C.  suggests  in  your  issue  of  June  3  that  we  should 
find  better  occupation  in  looking  after  our  own  produc- 
tions. Well,  that  is  precisely  what  we  are  doing.  We  hold 
Mr.  C.'s  own  fancies,  several  versions  of  them,  and  we  hold 
the  Black  Gnat,  and  we  will  send  both  to  any  first-rate 
authority  and  will  abide  by  the  said  fi^st-rate  authority's 
decision  in  the  matter,  having  every  confidence  in  the  result. 
If  we  do  not  know  our  business  we  do  not  think  Mr.  C.  ia 
sufficiently  qualified  to  teach  us.  A  man  who  sa3  s  a  "  fly  ia 
not  a  Black  Gnat  in  any  form  "  beciuse  "  neither  wings 

or  hackle  are  black,"  is  writing  like  a  well,  we  will 

leave  your  intelligent  readers  to  fill  in  the  blank,  as  all 
may  readily  do  after  the  quotations  we  have  given  from 
the  works  of  standard  authorities  of  the  district,  seeing 
that  neither  gives  black  wings  as  a  dressing,  but  both  the 
starling  wing  Mr.  C.'s  fly  has,  and  both  mention  dun  legs 
(which  also  Mr.  C.'s  fly  ha  ),  as  an  alternative  dressing  to 
the  black  for  the  Black  Gnat. — Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Foster 
(Manager  to  D.  and  W.  H.  Foster). 
Ashbourne,  June  5,  1899. 


FORMALIN. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  some  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me  whether  formalin  does  as  a  preservative  for  prawns  for 
salmon  fishing,  or  whether  the  smell  of  it  in  any  way 
detracts  from  the  killing  properties  of  the  bait,  and,  if  so, 
how  much  should  be  used  in  proportion  to  water  ? — Yours 
faithfully,    Salmo. 

BASS  AND  POLLACK  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  where  to  go  for  large  bass,  pollack,  and  conger 
fishing  ?  Some  very  quiet  village  not  more  than  250  miles 
or  thereabouts  from  London.  All  the  more  agreeable  if  a 
little  rough  shooting  from  shore,  <fec.,  could  be  obtained.— 
Yours  truly,    J.  H.  D. 

TO  TOUGHEN  WASP  GRUBS. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  made  several  inquiries  (not  in  your 
esteemed  paper)  how  to  toughen  wasp  grabs,  and  not 
meeting  with  the  required  information,  I  venture  to  send 
the  following  extiact  I  have  just  copied  from  an  old 
number  of  the  Field,  Sept.  28,  185S,  in  "  Answers  to 
Correspondents,"  us  it  may  be  of  use  to  some  angler,  viz. : 

"  Wakp  Grub.s. — Let  '  VV.  B.  M.'  pick  the  grubs  out 
of  the  comb  and  put  them  into  a  cullender  inside  a  large 
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basin,  and  then  pour  boiling  water  from  a  large  saucepan 
over  them  and  stir  with  a  spoon  till,  by  the  touch,  they 
feel  firm.  Then  iostantly  drain  and  pitch  them  into  a 
little  bian  and  shake  them  until  quite  dry  (for  on  this 
snccfss  depends).  He  will  find  them  very  firm  and  very 
deadly  (for  trout  especially).  If  they  are  placed  on  a 
plate  or  slab  and  kept  very  cool  and  coated  with  honey 
they  will  keep  well  for  weeks." 

Yours,  (fee  ,  Joe. 

P  S. — I  should  feel  grateful  if  you  could  tell  me  how  to 
keep  geutles  during  hot  weather.  I  tried  burying,  but 
they  were  all  smothered.  An  article  on  earthworms  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  would  be  acceptable  to  several  of  us — 
how  they  breed,  rate  of  growth,  &c.  What  inexpensive 
book  could  I  get  on  the  subject  ? 

[Get  "  Darwin's  Book  on  the  Earth  Worm."— Ed.] 


BLACK  BASS. 
Deak  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  May  27  the  introduction  of 
the  black  bass  into  such  English  waters  as  are  suitable 
for  pike  is  brought  forward  by  Dr.  Henshall  with  the 
remai  k  that  the  fish  has  done  well  in  Germany  and  the 
Netherlands. 

The  fish  has  indeed  been  well  acclimatised  here,  and 
Dr.  Henshall  might  have  added  in  the  big  Bohemian 
fisheries,  too,  where  great  hopes  were  based  on  its 
introduction,  but  on  the  whole  it  has  not  stood  the  test 
well. 

It  feeds  here  principally  on  small  fish,  and  its  appetite 
is  something  phenomenal,  whilst  its  growth  by  no  means 
compensates  for  the  amount  of  food  consumed. 

If  in  very  good  quarters  three-year-old  fish  will  weigh 
Jib.  to  lib.,  and  it  is  something  very  rare  to  find  a  four- 
year-old  weighing  21b. 

A  great  drawback  is  their  early  sexual  ripeness.  Quite 
small  fish  of  two  years  of  age  will  sometimes  already 
spawn  and  stock  the  water  with  such  a  host  of  small  fry 
that  food  for  the  bigger  fish  soon  gets  rare. 

The  black  baas  was  introduced  into  the  big  Bohemian  carp 
ponds  at  Wittingau,  with  the  express  purpose  of  keeping 
down  roach  and  rudd  and  like  plant-feediag  fish,  and  did 
this  very  effectually,  but  in  spite  of  the  big  range  and  full 
supply  of  food  in  the  ponds  (the  ponds  are  lakelike  stretches 
of  water  of  1000  acres  each  and  more),  the  growth  of  the 


black  bass  was  not  even  quite  as  good  as  the  one  given 
above  from  my  experience  of  the  fish. 

Fry  and  yearling  of  this  fish  are  now  quite  easily  pro- 
curable here,  and  could,  I  think,  be  quite  well  got  to 
England  alive,  but  it  would  be  easier  to  introduce  the  fish 
than  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Our  European  perch  quite  fills  the.  place  which  the 
black  bass  wuuld  be  likely  to  usurp,  and  if  any  fresh  pre- 
datory fish  is  required  to  clear  off  a  surplus  amount  of 
food,  I  think  the  pike-perch  (Lucioperca  sandra)  a  much 
more  desirable  introduction. 

The  68h — a  fine  sporting  and  a  good  table  fish — will 
thrive  VI hare  pike  thrive,  excepting  in  very  peaty  waters. 
It  prefers,  however,  waters  with  a  clean,  sandy,  or  stony 
bottom,  and  a  slight  run.  It  has  this  advantage  over  the 
pike,  that  its  mouth  and  stomach  are  much  smaller,  and 
that  it  is  thus  restricted  to  smaller  sized  food. 

The  growth  of  the  pike-perch  is  much  better  than  that 
of  the  black  bass  under  similar  conditions.  Three-year- 
olds  will  weigh  21b.  to  4ilb.,  and  four-year-olds  51b.  to 
Gib.  The  fish  spawns  from  April  to  June,  the  female 
making  a  sort  of  nest  in  a  clean  sandy  place,  and  producing 
2,300,000  eggs  per  fish. 

The  eggs  could,  I  think,  be  safely  got  to  England.  They 
require  no  sort  of  hatching  apparatus,  and  will  hatch  out 
in  two  or  three  days  if  kept  on  a  sandy  bottom  with  no 
more  than  6in.  of  water  over  them.  A  big  pond  full  of 
small  roach  and  rudd,  and  with  no  pike  nor  perch,  would 
be  the  best  to  try  it  in. 

The  fish  has  done  very  well  over  here,  and  where  there 
is  no  chance  of  driving  out  better  fish  we  stock  it  largely 
in  the  public  interests,  particularly  in  slow-running  rivers 
unsuitable  for  Salmonidm. — Yours  truly,        S.  Jaffe. 

Sandfort  Trout  Fishery,  Osnabriick. 


FISHING  AT  SEATON  (DEVON). 
Sir, — There  is  no  free  fishing  to  be  obtained.  Tickets, 
however,  can  be  obtained  for  the  Shute  Estate  waters 
from  A.    "V.     Kyrke,    Esq.,    Estate    Ofiica,  Shute, 
Axminster. 

The  terms  are  :  Weekly  tickets,  10a. ;  monthly,  21s.  ; 
season,  £2  2s. ;  four  days  a  week ;  Wednesdays  and 
Thursdays  are  the  days  excepted.  Ply  only.  No  fish 
under  9in.  to  be  retained. 

The  waters  extend  over  some  five  miles,  perhaps  more, 
consisting  of  about  three  miles  on  the  Coly  and  two  miles 
on  the  Axe.  They  are  easily  reached  from  Beaton, 
Colytoii,  and  Golyford,  being  the  stations  on  the  Coly, 
and  Beaton  Junction  for  the  Axe.  Part  of  the  fishing  on 
the  Axe  is  near  Coljford.  There  are  some  peal  in  the 
Axe,  also  salmon,  but  these  are  practically  all  netted.  A 
licence  must  be  taken  out  from  the  Axe  Fishery  Board 
(clerk,  W.  Forward,  Axminster).  Trou^,  2s.  (id.  ;  salmon 
and  trout,  10s.— Yours,  &o.,  W,  B. 


PISHING  AT  KESWICK. 
Dear  Sik, — Would  any  of  your  numerous  readers  oblige 
me  with  information  as  to  the  fishing  at  Keswick  in  July 
and  August,  with  names  of  waters  to  be  fished,  charges  or 
licences  required,  and  best  lures  ?  Is  the  coarse  fishing 
any  good  at  that  time  ? — Yours  truly.  Tyro. 


BASS  AND  GREY  MULLET  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  A.  P.  W.,"  I  am  afraid  he 
will  not  be  able  to  procure  any  chervie  from  these  islands 
this  year,  as  I  am  informed  a  law  has  been  passed  in 
Jersey  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  same.  Some  of  the 
fishermen  in  St.  Malo  catch  and  sell  it,  but  they  do  not 
preserve  it  nearly  as  well  as  the  Jersey  men.  Thanks  for 
information  regarding  bait  for  bass.  I  have  not  tried  it, 
but  will  do  so,  that  kind  of  bait  being  plentiful. — Yours 

truly,    Mdllkt. 

FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  desirous  of  taking  my  two  boys  for  a 
fortniRht's  fishing  in  some  still  or  slow  ranrjing  water,  or 
a  combination  of  lake  and  stream  would  be  preferred.  We 
should  like  rooms  at  a  farm  or  private  house  near  to  the 
water,  with  use  of  boat  if  possible,  in  a  bracing  locality 
anywhere  within  150  miles  of  York.  If  any  reader,  know- 
ing of  such  a  paradise,  will  kindly  communicate  vrith  me 
direct  or  through  this  paper,  I  should  be  greatly  obliged. 
If  he  adopts  the  former  course  any  confidence  will  not  be 
abused. — Yours  very  truly,  C.  W.  R. 


CAMPING  OUT  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — If  R.  Bowen  Roberts  will  communicate 
with  me,  I  will  inform  him  of  a  quasi  paradise  for  camping 
beside  the  tranquil  shores  of  Lough  Melvin.  He  can  have 
the  required  attendance  and  provisions  to  his  satisfaction ; 
also  good  fishing.  English  parties  often  camp  at  this  place. 
— Yours  truly.  P.  Gallagher. 

Rossfriar,  Kinlough,  co.  Leitrim. 


FISHING  IN  LANCASHIRE.  • 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  two  friends  staying  at  Grange-over- 

Sand,  Lancashire,  from  July  1  to  July  7,  who  wish  to 

obtain  some  fishing  if  possible. 

Can  any  reader  give  information  as  to  what  coarse 

fishing  (mention  kinds  of  fish  and  baits)  is  obtainable. 


whether  free  or  otherwise,  and  charges — if  any;  also  if 
good  sea  fishing  is  to  be  had,  and  tackle  to  use  ? — Yours 
faithfully,    Alfred  H.  Law. 

PISHING  NEAR  LONDON  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  where,  within  forty  or 
fifty  miles  of  London,  I  can  get  a  week's  fly  and  bottom 
fishing,  with  quiet,  inexpensive   inn  accommodation  or 
lodgings. — Yours  truly,    J.  Rowe  Chase. 

PIKE  IN  THE  RIVER  CLWYD,  N.  W. 

Sir, — I  think  it  will  interest  some  of  your  readers  to 
learn  that  esox  lucius  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  river 
Clwyd,  North  Wales,  and  that,  until  this  season,  its 
presence  there  was  unknown. 

On  the  13th  inst.  I  hooked  a  pike  in  the  Clwyd,  which 
was  deftly  gaffed  for  me  by  my  companion,  Mr.  O.  Conran, 
and  proved  to  be  a  pike  of  81b.  weight.  The  questions 
interesting  us  now  are  :  "  Where  did  this  pike  come  from, 
and  are  there  many  others  F  " 

To  those  of  your  readers  who  know  the  Clwyd,  it  may  be 
of  further  interest  to  know  that  this  pike  was  killed  a 
short  way  above  the  junction  of  the  Clwyd  and  Elwy 
rivers. — Yours  truly,    P.  M.  Leslie. 

FISHING  QUARTERS  RECOMMENDED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  "  Subal- 
tern "  in  your  issue  of  June  10,  may  1  recommend  the 
hotel  from  which  I  am  writing,  viz  ,  Church  Hill  Hotel, 
Letterkenny.  I  am  here  with  a  bicycle  which  I  find  very 
useful.  I  hiked  here  from  Letterkenny,  ten  miles,  leaving 
my  luggage  to  come  on  by  mail  car.  Rna<?s  are  much 
rougher  than  in  England,  but  quite  serpiceable.  The 
quarters  here  are  what  "  Subaltern  "  desires — plain,  olenn 
and  moderate,  353.  a  week  for  board  and  lodging.  Pishintr 
is  free,  except  for  a  small  charge  of  Is.  6d.  a  day ;  on  oart 
of  the  river  it  is  quite  fiee.  Thpre  are  two  lakes  full  of 
brown  trout,  ratber  small.  Ldstyfar,  in  one  day's  fishing, 
less  than  six  hi  urs,  I  had  a  basket  of  seven  and  a  half 
dozen.  Charge  for  boat  aud  boatman  on  lake  ia  2d  6d.  a 
day.  There  are  no  white  trout,  but  there  are  salmon, 
free  for  fishing  equally  with  the  trout.  Salmon  are  hardly 
up  yet ;  but  in  August  I  underttiind  it  is  good  Hshing. 

I  may  add  that  the  pr.)prietor,  Mr.  Wilkin,  is  very 
obliging,  and  makes  his  visitors  very  comfortable. — Yours 
faithfully,    H.  A.  Hainks. 

WATERVILLE,  CO.  KERRY. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  jou  kindly  allow  me  to  have  the 
following  inserted  in  ^onr  far-famed  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  of  which  many  readers  visit  the  free 
waters  of  Lough  Currane,  which  once  held  its  own  among 
the  free  waters  of  Ireland  for  salmon,  but  now  is  down  to 
its  lowest,  and  this  is  due  to  over  netting  in  the  month  ot 


July  in  the  estuaries.  The  sea  trout  fishing  is  unequalled 
in  any  free  waters  of  our  country,  and  we  hope  very  soon 
to  make  it  hold  its  own  as  in  days  of  old  for  the  salmon. 
We  have  started  a  hatchery  here,  and  began  the  work  on 
Nov.  9,  1898,  and  our  first  consignment  of  ova  was  laid 
down  on  Jan.  1,  1899,  which  took  fifty-two  days  to  hatch 
out.  The  temperature  is  from  48  to  50degs.  We  have 
forty-two  boxes,  6ft.  long,  18in.  wide,  9in.  high,  with  3in. 
of  a  fall  from  one  to  the  other.  The  boxes  are  tilled  with 
5in.  of  gravel  and  about  2in.  of  water  over  the  ova.  These 
boxes  are  fed  from  a  filtered  tank  through  a  let  pipe  and 
tap.  We  have  put  60,000  foreign  ova  of  the  salmon,  kindly 
supplied  by  S.  Jaffe,  Sindfort  Fishery,  Germany ;  40,600 
rainbow  trout,  which  hatched  out  most  successfully, 
and  are  doing  very  well  now  in  our  rearing 
ponds,  which  are  78t:t.  long,  4ft.  deep,  16ft.  wide, 
divided  in  three,  for  the  salmon,  the  rainbow  trout, 
and  the  Loch  Levens,  of  which  we  laid  down 
40,000.  Those  were  not  as  successful  as  the  rainbows,  nor 
as  healthy,  but  are  now  improving  fast,  and  seem  to  get 
climatised.  Whether  they  will  take  some  of  McCarthy's 
flies  or  not  has  yet  to  be  tested  ;  they  ought,  as  he  has 
spent  many  an  hour  looking  after  them,  and  gathering 
insects  from  the  different  streams  and  bhores  of  the  lakes 
to  st  ck  the  ponds,  which  they  now  enjoy.  His  hatchery 
was  started  out  of  private  enterprise,  thanks  to  Mr.  T. 
Galven,  of  Bay  Vue  Hotel,  who  spared  neither  time  or 
money  in  making  the  hatchery  what  it  now  is.  It 
Would  be  well  for  the  hotel  proprietors  of  Kerry  to  study 
the  interest  of  the  English  anglers  and  sportsmen  who 
visit  our  place,  ai'd  secure  sport  for  them.  They  come  to 
spend  their  money  freely,  and  as  long  as  they  get  any  fair 
share  of  sport  will  come  again.  There  is  nothing  to 
improve  the  fishing  quicker  than  those  hatcheries  and 
change  the  breed  of  the  fish,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  will 
thrive  in  our  waters.  In  addition  to  this  we  got  35,000 
young  fry  from  the  Killogrin  Hatchery ;  some  Glencar 
salmon,  Caragh  river,  Laune,  Killarney  Lakes.  So,  wiih 
the  German  Rhine,  we  will  have  a  nice  collection  of 
95,000  turned  out  this  season.  This  is  very  good  for  the 
first  start,  besides  securing  the  netting  at  the  estuary  or 
river  mouth,  and  for  some  years  to  come  the  hotel  keepers 
at  Waterville  deserve  the  greatest  praise  ;  they  have  taken 
steps  to  improve  fishings  and  encourage  sporting  gentlemen 
to  visit  this  locality.  If  other  proprietors  aid  similar 
to  those  hotel  keepers  at  Waterville,  the  English 
sportsman  would  find  his  trip  sporting  and  pleasant 
and  would  bring  his  friends  among  the  old  sporting  lakes 
and  mountains  of  Kerry,  hoping  to  be  able  to  give  good 
accounts  of  the  fishing  as  the  season  advances.  It  looks 
much  brighter  at  present.  On  Saturday  last  I  counted 
eighty-four  sea  trout  with  several  salmon  pass  to  the 
Waterville  lake.  Some  of  those  trout  were  as  large  as 
41b.  The  year's  take  in  the  weir  is  by  far  the  largest  for 
some  past  years.  This  is  due  to  the  netting  being  stopped 
for  the  past  two  years,  which  wUl  improve  the  lakes  very 
soon.  Several  large  shoals  came  up  on  Sunday  also,  and 
early  on  Monday  morning  before  the  weir  was  put  down 
at  twelve  o'clock.  On  Saturday  I  get  a  nice  peal  of  61b.  on  a 
single-handed  rod,  and  fine  cast  off  the  bridge  with  fly, 
while  some  of  those  fish  were  passing.  He  fought  well  for 
his  life,  but  I  have  been  at  the  game  before,  and  he  could 
not  play  his  old  tricks  on — yours  truly, 

  Tim  McCarthy. 


REED  FLOATS. 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  herewith,  I  beg  to  send  yon  a 
sample  of  four  sizes  in  Reed  floats,  which  I  have  made  for 
the  coming  season,  and  shall  be  glad  of  your  opinion  of 
them  in  the  F.  G.  I  sell  them  at  6d.,  8d.,  lOd.,  and  Is. 
each,  and  I  think  you  will  say  they  are  well  made  and 
finished,  and  good  value.  For  Norfolk  fishermen  we  leave 
them  as  they  are  ;  local  anglers  generally  fix  their  lines  to 
the  end  ring  of  the  float  only,  but  when  we  send  any  away 
we  put  a  rubber  cap  on  them.  A.  J.  Rudd. 

54,  London-street,  Norwich. 

[The  Reed  Floats  are  very  nicely  made  ;  we  can  recom- 
mend them. — Ed.]   

A  NEW  GOLF  TEE. 

Dear  Sir, — We  note  the  paragraph  re  the  new  golf 
tee,  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  the  10th  inst.,  and  in 
reference  to  the  size  of  the  cup,  we  beg  to  say  that  this 
can  be  immediately  remedied  by  cutting  a  little  from  the 
top  of  the  I.  R.  cup  with  either  a  pair  of  scissors  or  a- 
pocket  knife.  These  are  made  to  the  regulation  size,  but 
of  course  any  golfer  may  reduce  the  size  to  meet  his  taste. 

If  you  will  kindly  name  this  in  your  next  issue  we  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour. — Yours  faithfully, 

Anderson,  Anderson  and  Anderson,  Ltd. 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  BEN  ABRAHAMS. 
Dear  Sir,— We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  follow- 
ing sums  with  thanks  : 

£  a.  d. 

Amounts  previously  received     ...       ...    3   0  6 

Elgin  Angling  cSociety     ...  _    ...       ...    0  10  6 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society   0   5  0 
Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society       ...    0    5  0 
Clapbam  Junction  AuRiiug  Society     ...    0   2  6 
H.  Slack  (Allasou  United  Brothers)         0    1  0 
H.  Taylor  (Aliasan  Unioed  Brothers)  ...    0   2  0 
Trustees:   J.  W.  Harris   (Western  District  Visiting 
Officer),  G.  Bence  (secretary  Jubilee  Angling  Society). 
Secretary :    E.  Jackson,  2,  Bulmer-place,  Notting  Hill- 
gate,  W. ,  where  all  communications  are  to  be  addressed. 
Several  letters  unavoidably  held  over. 


FOEBISN  Books  and  Pbeiodioam.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane.  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fas 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twiue  a  weel? 
Catalogue  grati;. 
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all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   lOs.  6d 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto    5a.  id. 

Three  Months         ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage  12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Chargres  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7    7  0 

Half  Page   315  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page    2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page   15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSTP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  24th,  1899. 


THE  SALMON  PROBLEM. 


"  An  open  confession  is  good  for  the  soul,"  and 
an  honest  o-vming  up  that  the  present  condition 
of  our  salmon  supply  around  the  coasts  baffles  all 
reasonable  attempts  to  account  for  the  continued 
falling  off  is  much  more  sensible  than  hatching 
theories  in  one  breath,  only  to  be  discarded  or 
discredited  in  the  next.  There  is  no  use  of 
setting  up  house  after  house  of  cards  only  to 
meet  the  inevitable  collapse  when  the  analytical 
moment  arrives  to  take  them  in  hand.  However 
disagreeable  the  truth  may  be,  the  fact  remains 
that  all  this  season  through  there  has  been  an 
alarming  scarcity  of  salmo».  entering  our  rivers 
from  the  sea,  and  the  significance  of  the  truth  is 
made  all  the  more  emphatic  when  it  is  frankly 
confessed  by  those  whose  business  in  life  is  to 
deal  with  salmon  problems  that,  whatever  be  the 
cause,  it  is  a  myst«ry  meantime  which  cannot  be 
explained  away. 

The  bad  spring  of  1895  is  pointed  to  in  some 
quarters,  but  this  is  only  a  contributory  cause, 
not  the  main  one.  We  do  not  rely  on  the  produce 
of  one  seaaon  for  our  salmon  supply.  "  One 
swallow  does  not  make  a  summer,"  neither  do 
salmon  of  a  certain  age  make  up  our  salmon 
supply.  We  can  easily  understand  a  scarcity  of 
four-year-old  fish  from  the  effects  of  the  long- 


continued  frosts  of  1895  ;  but,  as  yet,  our  "  Intelli 
gence  Department,"  so  to  speak,  in  the  sizes 
weights,  and  approximate  ages  of  the  salmon,  is 
not  kept  with  such  precision,  tlj^t  it  is  meantime 
possible  to  authoritatively  state  tbat  there  has 
been  any  marked  falling  off  of  salmon  likely  to 
have  been  hatched  out  in  the  very  uncongenial 
spring  of  1895,  the  remembrance  of  which  makes 
a  cold  shiver  run  through  our  very  marrow  even 
at  this  distant  date.  That  theory  must  be 
discarded. 

The  weather  conditions  have  not  been  all  that 
could  be  desired,  yet  we  have  often  experienced 
much  worse  and  the  supply  of  fish  been  above  the 
normal  average.  The  vdnds  have  been  badly 
"  airted  "  for  the  north  and  east  coasts,  but  other- 
wise experienced  fishermen  do  not  blame  the 
easterly  and  south-easterly  direction  of  the  pre 
vailing  winds.  They  may  be  also  set  down  as  a 
contributing  cause,  but  they  do  not  explain  the 
mystery  of  the  present  scarcity  of  fish  on  the 
coast,  nor  offer  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
problem.  The  temperature  of  our  rivers  and 
streams  has  been  low  all  the  season  through,  and 
it  is  still  so  for  the  advanced  period  of  the  year 
but  salmon  will  run  into  fresh  water,  although 
not  freely,  in  the  teeth  of  snow  broth,  and 
so  the  temperature  theory  cannot  of  itself  be  held 
sufficient  to  explain  the  coUapse  of  the  salmon 
season.  And  so  the  various  points  may  be  taken 
up  which  apologists  offer  vrith,  of  course,  the  usual 
egotism,  and  when  weighed  in  the  balance  of 
reason  and  probability  will  be  found  sadly 
wanting. 

What  then  is  the  cause  ?  We  honestly  confess 
we  cannot  but  hazard  the  faintest  guess,  not  by 
way  of  giving  an  explanation,  but  by  way  of  not 
ing  able  to  give  one.  The  herring  fishing  is  a 
parallel  to  that  of  the  salmon  harvest.  There  are 
good  seasons  and  bad  seasons,  sometimes  altemat 
ing,  sometimes  following  each  other  in  succession, 
and  once  every  fifteen  years  or  so  there  is  a  series 
of  bad  seasons,  followed  by  a  sudden  "slump," 
which  marks  the  crisis  in  the  cycle. 

Fishermen  can  no  more  explain  the  controlling 
agencies  or  forces  when  there  is  a  sudden  failure 
in  the  herring  supply  than  salmon  fishers  can  do 
when  the  same  thing  happens  with  regard  to  the 
salmon  supply.  A  year  of  great  plenty  may  as 
unaccountably  follow  the  seasons  of  dearth ;  and 
herein  the  mystery  surrounding  all  fishery  pro- 
blems, and  more  particularly  salmon  fishery  pro- 
blems, is  doubly  intensified. 

It  is  well  known  that  meteorological  conditions, 
atmospheric  depressions,  climatic  changes,  &c., 
have  a  great  controlling  influence  in  inducing  the 
fish  to  run  inshore  or  otherwise ;  and  this  know- 
ledge, coupled  with  the  fact  that  trawlers  and 
other  white  fishers  have  observed  salmon  leaping 
in  the  sea  thirty  miles  off  the  coast,  incline  us  to 
the  belief  that  the  bulk  of  this  season's  crop  of 
salmon  have  not  yet  come  on  the  coast. 

It  may  be  that  there  ■will  be  an  extra  good  show 
up  in  the  autumn,  and  it  may  be  that  the  scarcity 
wiU  continue  right  on  till  next  spring,  when  the 
years  of  plenty,  it  is  hoped,  may  then  commence. 

During  the  month  of  May  1090  boxes  of 
salmon  were  sent  from  Scotland  to  Billingsgate 
in  1898.  Last  May  the  total  was  1050— only  forty 
boxes  behind  the  previous  year.  This  is  as  good 
results  as  we  have  yet  obtained,  but  it  must  be 
strongly  borne  in  mind  that  last  year  was  also 
one  of  the  worst  salmon  seasons  on  record.  How- 
ever, June  promises  much  better  than  May  did, 
and,  as  far  as  the  month  has  gone,  there  has  been 
a  daily  increase  in  the  salmon  and  grilse  supply 
and  a  constant  fall  in  the  wholesale  prices — a  sure 
sign  of  a  plentiful  market. 

The  quality  of  the  salmon  and  earlier  grilse 
was  said  to  be  excellent,  but  latterly  the  grilse 
have  not  been  improving  in  this  respect.  We  saw 
upwards  of  fifteen  on  Saturday  last,  aU  taken 
north  of  the  Dee,  and  they  were  anything  but  the 
lithe,  plump  beauties  we  care  to  deal  with. 
Silvery  they  were,  but  as  thin  as  eels,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  these  were  exceptions  to  what  the 
season's  crop  will  be  when  they  come  away  -within 
the  next  week  or  so. 

Owing  to  the  bright  weather  and  strong  sun- 
shine salmon  angling  has  been  somewhat  erratic 
during  the  past  five  or  six  weeks,  some  anglers 
being  thick  in  luck,  while  others,  again,  have  been 
dead  beat  to  get  a  rise  for  days  on  end, 
although  the  pools  show  good  evidences  of  a 
fair  stock   of  fish.     On  the   Cambus  O'May 


Dee  water  the  lessee  had  thirteen  fish  in  one  day 
to  his  own  rod,  and  thirty  for  the  week — the  top 
score  of  the  season  for  Scotland — while  others,  both 
above  and  below  him,  fished  l>lank  for  several  days 
on  end.  On  the  Cairn  ton  Dee  water  last  week  Mr. 
T.  Turner  Farley  had  to  do  with  thirty  fish  in 
three  days'  angling,  seventeen  of  which  he  landed, 
all  scaling  from  Gib.  to  22lb ;  yet  on  the  Inch- 
marlo  waters  immediately  below,  and  on  the 
Crathies  below  that  again,  scarcely  a  single  fish  is 
being  seen,  besides  being  landed.  Yet  sportsmen, 
who  happen  to  be  disappointed  in  their  own 
reaches,  go  away  from  such  rivers  as  the  Dee  and 
give  it  out  broadcast  that  such  reports — 
phenomenal,  we  admit — as  those  given  above  of 
the  Caimton  or  Cambus  O'May  waters  are  pure 
inventions,  or  at  best  exaggerations ! 

Some  very  fine  salmon  were  caught  during  the 
closing  days  of  May  on  the  Tay.  One  rod  had 
five  heavy  fish  one  day,  averaging  251b.  each.  The 
river  has  been  in  excellent  order  for  angling,  and 
a  very  large  number  of  anglers  have  l>een  on  the 
water  daily.  The  Tay  Syndicate  Improvement 
Association  are  beginning  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
their  labours  already,  but  not  very  much  need  be 
looked  for  till  their  system  of  control  has  been  in 
working  order  for  a  year  or  two.  However,  they 
have  hit  the  nail  on  the  head,  and  taken  a  firm 
grasp  of  the  situation  in  seeking  to  buy  up  the 
control  of  the  nets.  Whatever  may  be  the 
advantages  of  artificial  propagation — and  we 
would  not  desire  to  minimise  them  by  a  single 
hair's  breadth — nothing  can  compare  with  having 
the  complete  control  of  the  netting  stations,  so  as  to 
enhance  thesportingprospectsof  our  salmon  rivers. 
In  this  respect  the  Dee  has  been  an  outstanding 
example  for  nigh  a  quarter  of  a  centnry  now. 
The  South  Esk  is  forging  ahead,  and  the 
Deveron,  although  not  up  to  expectations,  will 
soon  redeem  the  initial  cost  when  once  it  has  had 
a  fair  chance  of  a  few  good  average  seasons. 

The  smolt  season  has  been  a  most  prolific  one 
all  over.  It  has  been  a  late  one,  like  most  other 
matters  piscicultural,  as  well  as  agricultural,  but 
not  for  years  back  has  there  been  such  a  fine  show 
of  healthy  young  fish  as  was  witnessed  during  the 
latter  weeks  of  May  and  early  days  of  June. 
They  are  all  down  now  except  on  the  later 
streams,  such  as  the  Ythan,  where  the  other  day 
they  were  coming  to  the  trout  fly  more  like 
young  finnock  than  salmon  smolts,  as  far  as  size 
was  concerned. 

The  Spey  has  been  fishing  better  than  at  any 
time  during  the  present  season,  but  there  is  still 
great  room  for  improvement.  Some  fine,  heavy 
fish  of  301b.  and  thereabout  were  got  on  the 
lower  reaches ;  and  Mr.  McCorquodale,  on  the 
Tulchan  House  water,  had  six  one  day  to  his  own 
rod — the  top  score  for  the  Spey.  Grilse  and  sea 
trout  are  showing  up  well  on  the  coast,  and  the 
prospects  of  a  good  summer  fishing  are  on  the 
whole  very  gratifying.  The  Beauly,  hitherto 
very  poor  as  the  season  has  gone,  has  been  yielding 
better  results  to  the  rod,  and  sea  trout  have, 
•within  the  past  few  days,  been  more  plentiful 
than  for  some  years  back.  In  the  far  north 
results  are  not  over  bright,  and  the  best  basket 
on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  up  to  date,  has  been 
four  fish  for  one  day.  However,  the  coast  fishings 
are  steadily  improving. 

The  fly  has  been  the  most  successful  lure,  and 
just  now  the  tiniest  patterns,  on  ^in.  and  fin. 
irons,  are  all  the  rage.  The  Loggie,  Mar  Lodge, 
Silver  Doctor,  Jock  Scott,  Jeannie,  Silver  and 
Claret,  Silver  and  Blue  Bumble,  and  such  like  on 
the  lightest  of  salmon  casts  have  been  equally 
successful.  Tiers  cannot  make  them  small 
enough  so  as  to  keep  pace  with  the  demands  of 
anglers.  The  bright  sunshine  and  the  daily 
diminishing  streams  need  these  mite  salmon 
lures,  else  there  is  little  chance  of  securing  a  rise. 
The  small  hooks  and  the  light  tackle  ai-e  account- 
able for  not  a  few  breaks  and  disappoint- 
ments, and  especially  so  where  the  heavy  spiing 
rods  are  still  being  wielded  instead  of  the 
regular  summer  set  to  correspond  with  the 
reduced  flight. 

The  yellow  trout  season  is  now  at  its  best.  Fish 
are  plump  and  fat,  and  still  rising  freely  to  the 
fly.  On  the  Don  last  week  some  magnificent 
baskets  were  creeled,  heavy  fish  being  conspicuous. 
This  is  not  often  the  case,  but  then  there  have 
been  frequent  thunder  pelts,  and  on  the  whole  the 
rivers  are  more  like  March  size  than  June 
dimensions.     On  the  Ugie,  Deveron,  Findhom. 
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Beauly,  and  such  famous  yellow  trout  rivers,  the 
season  has  all  along  be«n  a  very  good  one,  and  the 
prospects  till  the  end  of  the  month  at  least  are  of 
the  brightest.  The  very  smallest  of  trout  flies 
are  being  used  with  best  results,  and  the  standard 
patterns  reign  supreme  as  the  kUling  lures. 

G.  M. 


DRY-FLY   FISHING   IN  THEORY 
AND  PRACTICE.'^ 
By  Me.  Feedebic  M.  Halfoed. 


THE  OBSERVATIONS  AND  REFLECTIONS 
OF  A  WET-FLY  FISHER. 

The  new  and  revised  edition  of  this  beautifully- 
written  and  valuable  work  lies  before  me  as  I 
venture,  "  like  little  wanton  boys  that  swim  on 
bladders,"  over  "  a  sea  of  glory  "  "  which  may  for 
ever  hide  me  "  if  Mr.  Half  or  d  only  punctures  the 
aforesaid  bladders  when  I  am  out  of  my  depth  ! 

I  write  in  no  captious  mood.  I  have  learned 
many  a  wrinkle  during  the  perusal  of  the  book, 
with  which  I  wish  to  deal  in  a  sincere  and,  I  hope 
I  may  add,  a  fraternal  spirit.  Alas  !  I  feel  I  can- 
not refrain  from  commenting  upon  the  self- 
satisfied  complacency  with  which  experts  of  the 
"  dry  "  fly  view  us  of  the  "  wet  "  fly ;  and,  while 
entering  a  disclaimer,  Mr.  Halford  is  not  quite 
free  from  this  almost  patronising  tone,  especially 
if  one  reads  between  the  lines  here  and  there. 

It  is  the  one  "  littleness  "  in  what  I  must  call  a 
great  art,  and  is  unworthy  of  the  "  school." 

As  for  "  chuck  and  chance  it " — that  school- 
boyish  heavy  piece  of  wit,  wearisome  as  it  is  stale, 
and  absolutely  false  in  its  misleading  tendency — 
I  wish  it  were  tabooed,  for  it  is  really  childish. 

I  desire  to  "  compare  notes  "  as  I  go  along,  and 
to  show  that  there  is  much  in  accord  with  our 
ideas,  and  much  we  can  now  cordially  praise,  since 
we  cannot  imitate. 

I  met  a  former  vicar  of  mine  a  few  days  ago. 
He  had  been  in  Norway  with  the  bishop  of  his 
diocese  last  summer,  and  he  was  going  again  this 
year.  He  said  he  had  only  had  some  trout  fishing 
in  a  river,  but  this  year  they  were  to  have  more 
water,  and  he  thought  nothing  of  the  fact  that  he 
had  killed  with  the  fly  two  trout  of  51b.  each,  and 
a  good  many  from  lib.  to  241b.,  apologising  and 
saying  that  "  he  had  not  fished  since  he  was  a 
boy  1 "  How  unlike  the  bragging  one  reads 
occasionally,  when  a  sprat  is  called  a  whale. 

And  then  he  said  to  me,  "  What  about  this  dry 
fly?  What  does  it  mean?"  and  I  told  him  of 
this  "  Work,"  shook  hands,  and  left  him  with  a 
puzzled  look  on  his  face,  as  I  said  that  the  flies 
were  not  only  not  allowed  to  sink  but  must  float 
with  their  wings  cocked  at  the  will  of  the  thrower ! 
Possibly  he  did  not  wish  me  to  say  much  more, 
lest  I  might  be  tempted  to  tell  "  more  on  'em," 
and  so,  like  a  good  man,  bolted  for  my  sake. 

I  now  refer  to  the  notes  I  have  made,  and  I 
may  add  that  I  have  deliberately  gone  through 
the  original  edition,  and  then,  finding  this  new 
work  was  published,  I  ignored  my  former  notes 
and  began  afresh. 

At  least  I  am  painstaking,  Mr.  Halford  ! 

My  first  remark  is  from  chap.  I.,  p.  5,  where 
Mr.  Halford  speaks  in  favour  of  a  single-handed 
rod  for  fly  fishing,  a  remark  with  which  I  entirely 
agree. 

I  do  not  follow  him  in  his  remarks  that  green- 
heart  is  so  brittle,  and  is  "  always  liable  to  break 
off  short."  I  know  that  this  has  been  said  by 
many  other  anglers. 

It  has  not  been  my  own — and  I  have  had  a  large 
experience — I  and  my  friends  with  greenheart 
rods  made  by  Forrest  and  Sons,  of  Kelso  and 
London. 

Many  so-called  makers  pay  no  attention  to 
details,  and  err  either  through  ignorance  or 
wilfully,  but  when  picked  and  seasoned,  and 
the  ferrules  are  put  on  propei-ly  by  a  finished 
workman,  I  believe  that  greenheart  is  a  most 
reliable  wood.  It  has  one  very  bad  point  as  a 
trout  rod.  It  is  too  steel-like  and  hard  in  action, 
and  when  a  trout  takes  to  jiggering,  the  shock  of 
each  shake  of  head  or  tail  is  communicated  to  the 
angler's  hand  in  a  way  that  suggests  a  smash  if 
the  finest  drawn  gut  is  being  used. 

For  this  reason  the  rod  that  Messrs.  Forrest 
make — called  Vjy  my  name,  the  "  Tod  "  rod — is 
composed  of  a  butt  and  middle  joint  of  hickory ; 
tope,  lancewood ;  and  this  makes  a  very  "  sweet " 


and  efficient  |rod,  free  from  the  objection  just 
stated. 

As  to  split  cane,  I  entirely  agree  that  when  well 
made  they  are  fine  weapons,  and  I  most  certainly 
agree  with  the  author  that  only  the  best  should  be 
purchased.  A  cheap  and  good  split-cane  rod  is  a 
moral  impossibility.  It  cannot  be  done  !  The 
two  objections  to  these  rods  are,  it  seems  to  me, 
(1)  their  price,  and  (2)  that  a  broken  joint,  when 
far  from  a  good  maker,  is  not  easily  repaired — 
not  half  so  easily  as  in  the  case  of  whole  wood 
rods.    The  latter  is  a  great  objection. 

I  observe,  to  my  surprise,  that  the  "  horizontal 
cast "  seems  to  be  most  used  by  the  dry-fly  school. 
We  of  the  wet  fly  most  frequently  use  the 
"  vertical  cast." 

I  am  grateful  for  a  good  wrinkle — one  of  many 
such — the  use  of  paraffin  oil  when  the  joints  get 
jammed  (see  p.  20). 

I  am  not  a  little  pleased  to  find  that  many  of 
the  best  dry-fly  men  "have  recanted,"  and  are 
again  going  back  to  the  loose  rings  instead  of  the 
upright.  I  prefer  loose  rings  save  in  the  butt, 
and  here  bridge  rings  (especially  in  our  clear 
water  worm  fishing)  are  of  advantage. 

At  page  34  the  author  advises  striking  from  the 
reel.  I  cannot  say  that  I  consider  this  of  much 
value.  Of  course  a  man  who  places  his  whole 
hand  on  the  line  is  all  wrong.  My  plan  is  to  feel 
the  line  with  my  forefinger  till  the  trout  is 
hooked,  when  it  comes  ofE  instinctively  and  in  a 
second. 

Also,  unlike  Mr.  Halford,  I  prefer  to  use  the 
reel  with  the  handle  to  my  right  side,  and  the  reel 
and  rings  below,  and  not  above,  the  rod. 

I  never  knew  a  good  rod  of  my  own  get  "  a 
set '"  on  it  by  using  the  rod  in  the  usual  way,  but 
if  it  did,  can  anything  be  simpler  than  its  cure  ? 
At  the  end  of  the  season  get  the  rings  reversed, 
and  the  rod  re- varnished,  the  butt  excepted. 

At  page  36,  the  hint  that  plaited  silk  lines 
should  never  be  round  but  square  (as  round  lines 
mean  plaiting  round  a  core — and  often  of  jute) 
is  of  real  value. 

Pages  46  and  47,  eyed  hooks  are  preferred  for 
dry  fly  work,  and  I  am  puzzled  to  find  that 
turned  up  or  turned  down  eyes  make  little  or  no 
difference  in  their  hooking  and  holding  powers. 
This  is  a  bit  queer  to  me.  As  a  rule,  I  prefer 
hooks  tied  to  gut  best.  My  prejudices  are  very 
thin  nowadays  in  this  respect,  and  were  I  young 
instead  of  being  somewhat  past  the  prime  my 
prejudice  would  be  thinner  stUl. 

If  I  might  expi'ess  it,  I  would  like  an  eyed  hook 
where  only  one  hook  is  used,  or  for  the  end  fly ; 
but  for  "  droppers  "  I  have  an  old-fashioned  faith 
in  hooks  attached  to  gut. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  all  loch  and 
sea  trout  flies  should  be  tied  on  eyed  hooks  The 
weight  of  the  iron  (in  a  large  sized  fly)  so 
constantly  cracks  the  gut  (and  thick  gut  not 
least)  just  where  the  iron  is  whipped  on,  that  I 
certainly  think  all  such  flies  should  be  dressed  on 
eyed  hooks.  To  follow  my  reasoning,  how  long 
would  a  salmon  fly  last  if  tied  on  the  finest  single 
salmon  gut  like  a  trout  fly  ? 

So,  Mr.  H.,  you  see  you  are  making  us  wet-fly 
men  acknowledge  that  we  are  picking  up  wrinkles 
from  your  side  as  we  go  along.  My  "  triple  gut 
hinge "  is  the  next  best  thing,  but  I  confess  I 
prefer  the  eyed  hooks,  as  it  is  so  hard  to  get  fly 
dresser  to  do  this  "  hinge "  well.  I  can  do  it 
myself,  but  I  have  had  some  woeful  looking 
things  sent  to  me  by  some  fly  dressers,  till  in 
despair  I  gave  its  use  up  altogether ;  as  I  try  to 
live  a  quiet  life,  and  don't  like  to  swear ! 

I  see  that  Mr.  Halford  advises  a  basket  instead 
of  a  bag.  My  opinion  is  that  a  basket  fitted  like 
my  own,  with  a  close-fitting  indiarubber  lining 
hung  to  the  inside  of  the  creel  by  large-sized 
hooks  (such  as  ladies'  dresses  are  fastened  by), 
a  split  cane  being  first  attached  to  the  margin  of 
the  creel,  inside,  of  course,  and  a  loose  piece  of 
indiarablDer  added  to  lay  over  each  fish  or  layer 
of  fish,  is  invaluable,  and  I  never  use  anything 
else,  because  I  know  of  nothing  so  good  and  so 
practical.  All  bags  rub  the  fish  together  till  they 
are  ruined  long  before  they  get  home.  I  hate  all 
fishing  bags  for  trout. 

And  now  I  get  on  familiar  ground,  where  Mr. 
Halford  remarks  (p.  56) :  "  Thus,  wet-fly  fishing 
is  often  termed  'fishing  the  water,'  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  expression  'fishing  the  rise,' 
which  is  applied  to  the  method  of  the  dry-fly 
fisherman."   And  then  the  author  goes  on  and 


deprecates  "  the  presumption  of  superior  scientific 
knowledge  and  skill  on  the  part  of  the  dry-fly 
fisherman,"  a  modesty  which  is  almost  transparent. 

I  wish  emphatically  to  say  that  no  really  good 
wet-fly  fisherman  "  fishes  the  water,  except  in  the 
absence  of  the  rise,"  but  the  knowledge  and  skill, 
and  intuitive  perception  displayed  by  a  really 
skilful  wet  -fly  fisherman  when  fishing  a  river  when 
no  sign  of  rising  trout  is  visible,  is  a  sealed  book 
to  those  of  the  di-y-fly  school,  and  is  also,  I  may 
add,  only  known  to  the  wise  and  prudent  of  the 
wet-fly  school  itself — i.e.,  those  who  are  "  far  ben." 

The  moment  the  birth  of  fly  begins  to  show, 
and  the  trout  to  feed,  every  man  worth  his  salt 
fishes  "the  rise,"  by  necessity  as  well  as  by 
choice,  if  he  wants  to  kill  a  good  basket  of  fish. 
Besides,  it  is  far  more  sportsmanlike  and  pleasure- 
giving.  To  see  those  who  have  none  of  this 
intuitive  perception,  backed  by  keen  observation 
and  crowned  by  experience,  hopelessly  fishing 
useless  stretches  of  water  (full  of  trout  as  they 
are),  whilst  the  man  "  who  knows  "  is  filling  his 
basket  elsewhere,  is  a  very  sufficient  answer  to  the 
"  chance  it "  ideas  of  certain  men  of  Mr.  Halford's 
school  who  have  never  made  the  wet  fly  a  study. 

Now  page  63  goes  beyond  all  my  conceptions  of 
legitimate  fishing,  taking  as  it  does  the  high 
standpoint  that  it  is  (in  club  or  subscription 
waters)  not  sportsmanlike  to  cast  a  fly  save  over 
a  rising  fish,  and  that  if  a  good  fish  is  seen  in 
position  for  feeding  he  should  be  left  alone,  unless 
he  is  rising  at  the  natural  insect.  How  funny  and 
ceremonious !  "  On  private  or  on  exceptionally 
well-stocked  waters  "  the  author  thinks  that  if  the 
angler  sees  a  fish  in  a  likely  place  he  may  be 
justified  in  casting  a  fly  over  it. 

Really,  I  think  this  is  going  too  far,  for  it 
plainly  implies  that  the  man  who  does  not  do  all 
this  is  not  quite  a  sportsman.  Permit  me  to 
remark  that  such  an  unwritten  law  is  all  very 
well  for  the  man  who  has  a  house  or  cottage  on 
the  banks,  and  also  has  the  sweet  privilege  of 
fishing  wherever  he  chooses  ;  but  the  hard  worker 
who  rushes  down  from  town  for  a  day,  or  even 
half  a  day,  surely  is  not  bound  by  any  code  of 
honour,  written  or  unwritten,  to  adhere  to  such 
stringent  rules,  which,  if  applied  thereto, 
Would  bring  religion'B  self  into  disfavour. 

— Hood. 

Of  course,  I  write  only  as  a  wet-fly  man,  but  I 
find  that  many  good  dry-fly  fishers  (the  editor  of 
this  journal  for  one,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  for 
another)  do  not  hold  these  exclusive  and  dogmatic 
ideas.  And  if  I  am  right,  the  same  opinions 
are  not  given  by  the  author  himself  at  page  43  of 
the  old  edition  of  this  work  as  are  now  given  at 
page  63  of  the  present  one. 

Mr.  Jardine's  article  at  page  334  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  20, 1899,  is  too  long  to  quote  here, 
but  is  well  worthy  of  perusal  and  consideration. 
Again,  at  pages  64  and  65,  the  author  trots  out 
"the  great  Scotch  fly  fisher."  Now,  I  cannot 
speak  for  all,  but  for  myself,  as  a  Scotchman  and 
a  wet-fly  fisherman,  I  shall  simply  say  that,  were  I 
to  go  to  the  Test  or  Itchen  with  my  wet-fly  tackle 
and  methods,  and  fish — not  for  a  day  but  for  a 
season,  the  only  real  test — I  should  be  wholly 
unable  to  hold  my  own,  for  our  system  is  not 
suited  to  such  circumstances,  just  as  a  purely 
dry-fly  man  on  a  hard  thi-ashed  rapid  stream 
suited  for  wet  fly  would  find  that  he  had  some- 
thing to  learn. 

I  am  amused  to  find  that  highly-educated  South 
of  England  trout  are  still  contented  with  whole 
gut.  Mr.  Marryat,  I  am  glad  to  see  (p.  81),  used 
"  the  finest  of  drawn  gut."  In  Scotland,  for  a 
number  of  years,  I  have  looked  on  anything  but 
fine  drawn  gut  in  river  fishing  (save  in  the  early 
spring)  as  a  retrograde  step.  Of  course,  we  are 
not  often  troubled  with  weeding  trout  in  the  north. 

At  p.  82  I  find  a  remarkable  corroboration  of 
of  my  own  ideas,  viz.  (and  here  I  put  it  in  my 
own  words),  I  never  throw  a  long  line  if  a  short 
one  will  suffice. 

At  p.  86,  Mr.  Halford  speaks  of  "  the  ordinary 
switch  cast  as  used  by  the  wet-fly  fisher." 

Last  year  I  was  honoured  by  an  invitation  to 
give  a  few  lessons  in  fly  casting  to  some  members 
of  a  well-known  and  flourishing  angling  society 
in  my  neighbourhood,  and  amongst  other  lessons 
I  showed  how  to  throw  a  fair  amount  of  line  in  a 
river  if  one  could  only  wade  in  a  yard  or  two,  but 
where  it  was  impossible  to  throw  behind,  owing  to 
a  high  hedge  or  fence.  I  throw  the  line  first 
close  to  the  very  margin  of  the  stream,  and  then, 
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having  raised  my  hand,  I  instantly  turn  the  wrist, 
and  forcibly  drive  the  line  across  the  stream ;  and 
if,  one  on  making  the  cast,  can  only  take  a  step 
forward  at  the  same  moment,  the  effectiveness  of 
its  delivery  is  much  increased.  I  had  to  show  all 
this  on  the  tennis  lawn  of  a  popular  club,  and  to 
demonstrate  it  I  placed  myself  at  the  bottom  of  a 
sunk  fence,  with  the  tennis-net  of  another  lawn 
on  a  higher  level  above  and  behind  me;  a 
tolerably  fail-  test.  It  would  be  of  no  use,  I  fear, 
foT  dry-fly  work. 

All  the  same,  such  places  are  so  seldom  fished 
that  the  result  is — sport  to  him  who  can  fish 
them,  and  not  get  hung  up  in  the  process.  It 
is  a  wrinkle.  At  page  89  we  are  advised,  when- 
ever possible,  to  fish  upstream.  In  moderately 
broad  streams,  and  in  all  naiTOw  streams,  this 
is  the  proper  way  to  fish  with  the  wet  fly  also. 
In  rivers  of  large  volume,  unless  when  they  are 
very  low,  up  and  across  "  the  half  drift "  is 
generally  the  best  practice ;  but  whenever  circum- 
stances favour  it,  I  say,  face  the  source  rather 
than  turn  your  back  on  it,  unless  the  sun  is  on 
your  back  the  while.  Mr.  Stewart  made  this  very 
plain  thirty-five  years  ago  in  his  most  excellent 
work,  "  The  Practical  Angler." 

I  remember  the  day  when  I  used  firmly  to 
imagine  that  dry-fly  men  made  a  perfect  study  of 
the  natural  fly,  and  would  fish  with  no  understudy, 
and  it  comes  as  an  eye-opener  to  learn  that  you 
should  not  imitate  the  "  cuss,"  and  that  when  in 
doubt  you  should  play  trumps,  in  the  form  of  a 
Pink  Wickham,  or  a  gold-ribbed  Hare's  Ear,  and 
a  few  other  such  "  fancy  "  flies — all  of  which 
makes  me  content  with  my  own  praise  of  Green- 
weU's  Glory,  and  a  few  such  good  wet  fly  patterns. 

At  page  104  the  author  refers  to  "  fishing  over 
good  places  on  spec,"  and  I  myself  consider  it  a 
very  sensible  thing  to  do,  and  in  no  way  derogatory 
(he  does,  p.  108).  As  fishing  against  the  wind 
has  ever  been  a  familiar  experience  to  me,  I 
cordially  thank  Mr.  HaKord  for  the  term  "  glass 
edge  "  in  this  connection.  It  is  admirable  !  As 
is  also  his  advice  never  to  hold  a  fish  hard  when  it 
is  bolting  under  an  arch.  His  reasoning  is 
excellent  here,  I  consider.  Of  pages  114  and  115 
my  pencil  notes  quote  the  Psalmist :  "  Such 
knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me,"  &c.,  and  I 
dare  not  even  attempt  criticism. 

"  Cheating  the  wind  "  when  throwing  upwards 
against  the  wind  expresses  what  it  means  exactly. 
Thanks,  many ! 

At  page  117  it  says  :  "  How  strange  to  us  wet- 
fly  men  this  throwing  of  a  slack  line  to  achieve 
the  best  results.  I  only  know  of  one  single 
instance  of  this  being  done  by  a  very  old  friend 
in  one  strong  stream  on  the  Tweed,  with  an  eddy 
on  the  far  side,  where  the  good  trout  lay,  and  he 
could  thus  catch  trout  which  others  only  pricked. 

But  to  lay  a  line  in  loose  coils  on  the  bank  of 
a  river  to  prevent  the  fly  dragging  is,  indeed,  very 
wonderful  to  me. 

Also,  that  "  we  often  strike  far  too  quickly  "  a 
rising  trout.  This  is  to  me  a  new  idea.  I 
generally  thought  that  we  did  not  tighten  soon 
enough  as  a  rule,  especially  in  the  case  of  highly 
educated  trout — quick  at  divining  false  from  true. 

1  am  equally  surprised  to  find  that  during  heavy 
rain,  hail,  or  wind  "  even  unlikely  places  may  be 
tried  with  success."  And  that  during  rain  "  trout 
go  silly."  Now,  as  a  wet-fly  fisherman,  this 
Jias  not  been  my  experience,  as  a  rule.  Once  on 
a  small  Highland  loch  I    started  fishing  at 

2  p.m.  in  a  dead  calm,  with  a  continuous 
fall  of  rain.  The  trout  were  boiling  like  a  pot, 
and  as  I  could  not  see  any  flies  I  presumed  that 
the  falling  water  brought  down  with  it  millions 
of  midges  (cusses) ;  anyhow,  in  four  or  five 
hours  I  had  basketed  241b.  of  trout  with  the  fly. 
I  quote  this  as  a  decided  exception,  and  I  never 
remember  of  Scottish  trout  "  going  silly  "  during 
rain,  as  tlfey  did  on  this  occasion. 

I  may  say  that  I  look  on  dace  fishing  as  a  far 
higher  art  than  trout  fishing,  since  here  one 
should  strike  instantly,  else  the  fly  is  ejected  in 
a  second,  indeed,  I  was  once  advised  to  antici- 

fate  the  rise  of  a  dace.  I  need  hardly  add  that 
do  not  wish  this  taken  too  seriously,  as  I 
seldom  waste  my  time  fly  fishing  for  dace.  All 
the  same,  I  have  a  sincere  respect  for  their 
cleverness  in  spitting  out  the  fly,  and  this  in  a 
manner  which  even  a  Test  trout  need  not  be 
ashamed  of,  despite  his  superiority  in  birth  and 
education. 

Much  ia  made  of  "  the  first  cast "  over  a  rising 


trout,  and  I  must  say  that  to  be  able  to  measure 
distance  so  as  to  place  the  fly  always  where  it  is 
wanted  fills  me  with  envy,  as  well  as  with  honest 
and  genuine  admiration;  indeed,  nothing  in  the 
whole  book  makes  me  so  envious. 

When  the  first  cast  is  made  with  accuracy,  it 
would  seem  that  even  the  exact  pattern  of  the  fly 
itself  is  of  secondary  importance.  This  is  worth 
considering. 

Page  153  explains  the  difference  of  the  two 
terms  "  tailing  "  and  "  bulging  "  trout,  and  very 
valuable  are  such  terms  to  us  all. 

I  confess  I  am  rather  sceptical  concerning  the 
theory  advanced  that  in  hot  weather,  and 
especially  in  the  evening,  the  fresh  water  snails 
come  to  the  surface  sometimes,  and  are  then  and 
there  pounced  on  by  the  trout. 

A  rise  of  snails  and  a  show  of  tails  is  a  thing  I 
will  only  believe  in  when  I  see  it.  At  present  it  is 
put  forward  purely  as  a  suggestion,  and  to  account 
for  certain  phenomena  otherwise  hard  to  explain. 

I  find  I  must  hurry  up  and  deal  more  briefly 
with  the  rest  of  my  notes,  as  space  has  to  be  con- 
sidered. 

At  p.  169,  the  author  is  evidently  of  opinion 
that  all  wet-fly  fishing  should  be  prohibited  on 
dry-fly  streams,  where  high  rents  are  paid,  &c. 
As  this  is  a  matter  for  the  members  of  each  club 
(or  owner)  to  deal  with,  I  shall  say  nothing 
against  it  here,  save  that  it  seems  a  little 
tyrannical  at  first  sight. 

Fancy  any  Scottish  angling  club  forbidding  the 
use  of  the  dry  fly ;  and,  indeed,  our  South  of  Scot- 
land trout  need  no  new  educating  process. 

I  find  that  the  Iron  Blue  is  the  favourite  fly  on 
most  chalk  streams,  and  Greenwell's  Glory  is  a 
very  fair  imitation  of  this  fly ;  and  I  maintain 
that  no  individual  fly  is  so  generally  successful  on 
ordinary  North  of  England  and  Scottish  streams 
as  this  grand  fly. 

Thus  we  find  we  are  shaking  hands  again  in 
exchanging  experiences  and  notes.  Page  190  "  I 
find  that  during  northerly  and  north-easterly 
winds  a  large  hatch  of  flies  is  frequently  seen  on 
the  Test.  I  have  seen  this  again  and  again  on  the 
Deveron  and  other  Scotch  rivers,  and  I  have  often 
killed  my  largest  baskets  of  trout  when  I  could 
hardly  manage  to  tie  a  fly  on,  so  bitterly  cold 
was  the  wind,  and  yet  the  flies  were  hatched  in 
great  numbers,  and  the  trout  fed  on  them 
greedily  in  the  coldest  days. 

I  should  like  to  remark  that,  being  one  of  the 
old  school,  who  think  "  Nature  unadorned  adorned 
the  most,"  I  do  not  care  to  fish  artificial  ponds 
and  so  forth,  and  I  confess  I  am  inclined  to  feel 
that  there  is  a  good  deal  that  is  rather  artificial 
in  this  dry-fly  business,  with  all  its  punctilio ! 
The  map  at  page  100  gives  me  that  idea — I  dare- 
say it  is  necessary — but  is  it  equally  poetical, 
this  scientific  weed  cutting  ?  Is  "  walking  up  "  or 
"  stalking  "  game  on  the  same  level  as  having  the 
game  driven  right  on  to  "  the  guns  ?  "  I  think 
not.  To  me  it  is  artificial,  and  the  poetry  of 
sport  suffers  a  loss. 

There  is  another  thing  I  would  just  like  to  say, 
and  it  is  this  :  The  dry-fly  fisherman  rules  yards 
for  miles  in  comparison  with  the  wet-fly  fisher, 
and,  while  we  of  the  wet  fly  school  gladly  acknow- 
ledge the  skill  which  has  been  brought  to  bear  by 
this  advanced  section  of  the  fly  fishers  of  the 
world,  we  claim  that  the  grandeur  and  the  poetry 
of  angling  is  the  bu-thright  and  the  inheritance  of 
the  wet-fly  men,  whose  rushing  waters  extend  the 
whole  world  over  !  May  I  ask  where  is  the  poetry 
in  angling  literature  which  is  the  outcome  of  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  dry-fly  school. 

I  know  of  none  save  that  of  "  Cotswold  Isis," 
whose  cultured  "  Lyra  Piscatoria  "  are  so  well  and 
so  deservedly  known. 

As  a  rule,  dry-fly  rivers  meander  by  peaceful 
meadows  and  through  quiet  vales,  which,  though 
beautiful  and  full  of  peace,  do  not  stir  the  pulse 
or  fire  the  imagination  as  do  the  more  mighty  and 
tumultuous  rivers  which  are  so  frequently  fished 
by  the  votaries  of  the  wet-fly  school. 

We  have  each  to  learn  something  from  the 
other,  and  I  have  learned  much  from  this  splendid 
work.  Only  last  Easter  one  of  the  most  famous 
authorities  on  dry  fishing,  in  corresponding  with 
me,  volunteered  the  avowal  that  he  could  not 
really  succeed  as  a  wet-fly  fisherman — just  as  I 
could  no  more  imitate  him  as  a  dry-fly  fisherman 
(at  my  time  of  life)  than  I  could  fly. 

Although  it  may  seem  inconsistent,  I  shall  not 
close  this  paper  till  I  have  said  a  few  words  of  the 


man  to  whose  memory  Mr.  Halford  has  dedicated 
this  work  so  feelingly.  I  never  knew  him  person- 
ally, but  many  years  ago  our  mutual  friend,  Mr. 
M.,  of  Lazonby  Hall,  CumV>erland  (whose  lovely 
stretch  of  the  Eden,  extending  through  the 
famous  Baron  Wood,  I  have  fiBhed  so  often ),  told 
me  when  dining  at  his  house,  after  enjoying  a 
day's  fishing  together,  how  Mr.  Marryat  had 
fished  his  waters  whilst  he  was  his  guest,  and 
then  he  brought  out  with  pride  a  book  which  Mr. 
Marryat  had  sent  to  him  afterwards.  I  also 
remember  his  showing  me  some  trout  flies 
grandly  tied  by  the  same  authority.  Like  Mr. 
Halford,  he  would  not  throw  a  line  unless  over  a 
rising  trout,  even  in  the  Eden,  where  trout  only 
run  three  to  the  lb. !  *  Let  me  just  add  this 
tribute  to  his  worth,  that,  had  I  met  him,  I 
should  have  been  content  to  sit  beside  him  to 
watch  him  at  work — a  real  treat,  especially  on  his 
own  pet  streams.  Of  course  I  should  have 
quizzed  him  on  coming  north  with  his  southern 
prejudices  still  clinging  to  him  so  closely  that  he 
could  not  (or  would  not)  alter  his  usual  methods. 

There  is  in  such  a  rigid  adherence  to  "  form  " 
something  of  human  pride.  He  was  the  best 
known  authority  on  dry  fly  fishing,  and  hardly 
dared  to  sacrifice  his  dignity,  lest  in  doing  so  he 
lost,  in  some  measure,  his  prestige. 

May  I  give  my  own  opinion  of  the  man,  based 
on  all  I  have  heard  and  read,  for  I  have  fished 
with  a  good  many  celebrated  fishermen  in  my 
time,  and  have  been  at  times  compelled  to  admit 
the  presence  of  a  "  something  "  beyond  the  reach 
of  ordinary  mortals.  I  have  witnessed  it  in  one  or 
two  wet  fly  fishers,  and  it  is  conspicuous  in  Mr. 
Marryat's  case.  He  was  not  of  the  type  of  man 
of  whom  we  Scotch  say  "there  is  naething  in 
him  save  what  the  spoon  put  there."  Such  men 
become  leaders  in  spite  of  themselves.  I  mean,  I 
need  hardly  add,  that  Mr.  Manyat  was,  in  his 
bold  originality  and  the  ease  with  which  he  out- 
distanced others,  a  man  of  genius. 

B.  M.  ToD. 


THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  SEASON. 


Many  anglers  visited  the  Shepperton  district 
on  the  16th  inst.,  and  the  Tumbling  Bay  had  a 
rare  "  combing  "  on  the  opening  day  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season.  Herbert  Curr  baited  a  barbel 
swim  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  and  seeing  the 
clay  balls  being  tossed  into  the  water  made  me 
wonder  what  success  his  clients  would  meet  with ; 
and  I  fancy  they  did  well,  considering  the  state 
of  the  water,  as  I  saw  them  land  a  few  barbel. 
.  The  scene  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  was  an 
animated  one ;  a  punt  at  each  corner  of  the  bay, 
Poulter  and  Curr  with  their  respective  clients, 
three  or  four  rods  on  the  platform,  and  sundry 
others  on  the  banks.  I  quietly  tried  the  chub 
during  the  evening  with  a  little  cheese-paste, 
more  to  find  out  where  the  larger  fish  were  than 
anything  else,  getting  four  fish  and  losing  another 
by  a  bit  of  bad  luck.  When  spinning  for  trout 
on  the  evening  of  June  15, 1  landed  three  small 
fish  in  three  successive  casts — trout,  chub,  and 
perch  ;  this  all  pointed  to  the  probability  of  the 
fish  feeding  on  the  following  day. 

A  friend  from  Guildford,  Mr.  C.  B.  SeUs,  who 
recently  landed  a  magnificent  trout,  over  71b.  in 
weight,  at  Shepperton,  arranged  to  fish  with  me 
on  the  Saturday ;  and  as  I  walked  to  Wey- 
bridge  station  on  my  way  to  "  the  little  village," 
he  came  flying  down  the  road  on  his  bicycle, 
carrying  a  16ft.  salmon  rod  with  him  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  chub  "  beans  "  on  the 
shallows.  When  I  arrived  at  the  weir  in  the  after- 
noon he  had  landed  a  dozen  or  more.  We  have 
been  trying  the  trout  with  salmon  flies  lately,  but 
have  oiily  secured  chub  and  perch. 

We  pottered  about  during  the  afternoon,  and 
in  one  place  I  got  a  small  perch  at  almost  evei-y 
cast,  spinning  with  a  Devon  minnow,  and  now 
and  then  a  chub.  When  the  sun  got  low  down  we  com- 
menced chubbing  in  earnest,  for  during  most  of  the 
time  there  were  so  many  rods  about  that  it  was 
impossible  to  fish  properly.  After  a  few  runs 
down  with  Nottingham  tackle  the  fish  came  on  in 
real  earnest ;  a  nice  southerly  breeze  had  sprung 

*  In  tlie  Baron  Wood  water  I  have  caught  fine  trout  up 
to  21b.  with  wet  fly,  and  equally  fine  fish  in  the  deep  waters 
above  Armathwaite  Bridge  using  the  dry  fly ;  but  the 
average  is  probably  eb  given  by  Mr.  Tod. — K.  B.  Maksto?c, 
Ed.  F.  G. 
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up,  and  though  the  fish  fed  shyly,  hardly  ever 
pulling  the  float  boldly  down  as  usual,  we  got  a 
chub  at  almost  every  swim,  eight  swims  in 
succession  producing  a  fish.  Now  it  is  the 
greatest  mistake  possible  for  two  rods  to  fish  at 
once  in  certain  swims,  and  we  fished  one  rod  only, 
changing  after  landing  a  fish. 

In  about  two  hours  we  filled  the  punt  well  with 
big  chub ;  so  full  was  it  that  they  were  lying  on 
their  sides  for  want  of  water-space,  and  a  basket 
of  the  larger  fish  was  little  short  of  301b.  in 
weight,  the  best  fish  going  ^^Ih. ;  these,  added  to 
the  fish  we  put  back  and  the  dozen  caught  in  the 
morning,  represented  a  catch  quite  501b.  in 
weight  of  chub,  not  reckoning  the  perch.  The 
talk  one  hears  of  the  "  depleted  Thames  "  always 
strikes  me  as  rather  nonsensical ;  with  reasonable 
knowledge  of  swims,  tackle,  baits,  etc.,  very  good 
sport  can  now  and  then  be  enjoyed  with  the 
coarse  fish.  Given  the  requisite  knowledge,  it  is 
only  a  question  of  patience  till  the  fish  come  on 
the  feed,  as  they  suddenly  did  on  Saturday  last ; 
this  I  put  down  to  the  change  in  the  wind 
entirely. 

Perch  are  undoubtedly  vastly  increasing  in 
numbers  in  the  Thames,  and  with  such  plentiful 
feed  as  they  can  easily  obtain  in  the  shape  of 
minnows,  bleak,  and  the  like,  it  is  quite  safe  to 
anticipate  excellent  sport  with  these  beautiful 
game-fighting  fish  in  a  year  or  two. 

In  the  interests  of  preservation  it  does  good  to 
keep  the  larger  chub ;  even  at  this  time  of  year 
they  are  certainly  somewhat  "  kelty  "  in  condition, 
but  for  a  gluttonous  gobbler  of  small  fry  I  fancy 
few  fish  equal  chub.  All  those  I  have  caught  on 
salmon  flies  during  the  past  week  or  two  have,  of 
course,  been  scrupulously  put  back,  and  my  great 
endeavour,  at  present,  is  to  land  a  "  bonnie 
Thames  troot,"  I  mean  a  real  "  banger,"  on  a  fly ; 
this  I  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  doing,  but  have 
recently  come  across  a  customer  that  may  perhaps 
be  "perwailed  upon  to  stop." 

Roach  are  not  in  condition  yet,  and  the  opinion 
that  July  16,  or  even  August  1,  is  quite  early 
enough  to  fish  for  them  in  the  Thames  cannot  be 
too  forcibly  expressed ;  one  day  we  shall  have  a 
revision  of  the  Mundella  Act  respecting  angling 
for  coarse  fish,  and  all  sensible  anglers  must  see 
that  proper  preservation  only  tends  to  their  good 
sport.  It  is  early  yet  for  bream,  but  I  have  seen 
many  good  fish.  The  character  of  some  of  the 
best  "  pitches "  has  altered  considerably,  the 
floods  in  the  winter  have  "  mudded  up  "  the  river 
in  several  places. 

"  Never  prophesy  till  you  know  "  is  excellent 
advice ;  but,  judging  from  what  I  see  of  the  fish 
and  fishing  at  the  present  time,  Thames  anglers 
may  expect  to  do  well  during  the  season  which 
has  just  begun.  Charles  H.  Wheelet. 


"STRAW  HAT"  PASTE  FOR 
ROACH,  &c. 

What  a  capital  idea  !  Mr.  J.  Jeffrey,  the  well- 
known  angler  and  writer  under  the  name  of 
"  Straw  Hat,"  has  invented  what  wUl  be  a  boon 
to  anglers  who  use  paste  as  a  bait  for  roach,  dace, 
chub,  &c.,  viz.,  three  specially  prepared  pastes  in 
three  colours — "  white,"  "  yellow,"  and  "  red  " — 
and  these  pastes  are  put  up  in  tin  boxes  and  sold 
retail  at  2d.  and  3d.  by  Mr.  J.  Richardson,  of 
123,  Euston-road,  King's  Cross,  London,  who  also 
supplies  the  trade  on  special  terms. 

We  shall  try  these  pastes  at  the  first  op- 
portunity, but  have  such  faith  in  "  Straw  Hat's  " 
skill  as  an  angler  that  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
recommending  his  pastes.  He  would  not  put 
them  on  the  market  if  he  had  not  proved  to  his 
own  satisfaction  that  they  not  only  keep  well  but 
kill  well. 


ERRATA. 
In  the  article  entitled  "  Some  Remarks  on  the 
Article  entitled  '  Restoration  of  Salmon  Rivers ' " 
last  week  the  following  errors  unfortunately 
occur : 

Line  .31,  2nd  col.,  p.  421,  "  think  "  should  be  "there." 
Line  48,  2ad  col.,  p.  421,  "influence"  should  be 
"  infereno8." 

Line  25,3rd  col.,  p.  421,  "them  "  should  be  "the  one  "  ; 
and  in  the  10th  line  from  last  in  this  column  "  roverine 
system  "  should  of  course  have  been  "  riverine  system." 

In  line  0  of  col.  1  on  p.  422  "cause"  should  be 
"course,"  and  in  line  17  of  same  column  "are"  should 
be  "  one." 


MR.  P.  D.  MALLOCH'S  NEW 
CATALOGUE. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  New 
Scott-street,  Perth,  a  copy  of  his  new  catalogue. 
It  is  a  very  business-like,  well  produced  and  well 
illustrated  work,  and  we  have  to  thank  Mr.  Malloch 
for  lending  us  the  accompanying  very  effective 
illustration  from  it,  drawn  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Millais. 

Next  time  they  are  printing  the  cover  we  would 
suggest  a  line  being  added  along  the  back  with 
the  date,  otherwise,  when  the  list  is  on  a  shelf 
with  a  row  of  books,  the  blank  back  tells  nothing, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  write  in  the  particulars. 

Mr.  Malloch  is,  of  course,  well  known  as  one  of 
the  best  salmon  and  trout  anglers  in  Scotland, 
and  we  see  from  the  catalogue  that  he  has  won 
"  over  one  hundred  first  prizes  at  angling  com- 
petitions and  casting  tournaments ; "  while  at 
exhibitions  of  fishing  tackle  he  has  carried  off  the 
highest  awards,  and  medals  and  diplomas  enough 
to  stock  a  shop  with. 

As  we  said  in  1883,  "  It  is  always  especially 


pleasing  to  us  to  notice  the  goods  of  a  tackle 
maker  who  is  himself  an  expert  angler — he  is 
pretty  sure  to  know  exactly  what  anglers  want." 
Anglers  going  north  will  find  Mr.  M.'s  new 
establishment  only  a  few  minutes'  walk  from 
Perth  Station,  and  he  arranges  to  meet  any  train 
with  customers'  orders,  or  to  receive  specimen  fish 
to  be  cast  and  painted,  for  modelling,  casting,  and 
painting  fish  is  an  important  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  the  results  are  admirable.  In  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  there  is  a  painted  cast  of  a  grand 
Loch  Stenness  trout,  which  is  admired  by  all  who 
have  seen  it.  These  painted  casts  are  most 
moderate  in  price  ;  in  fact,  we  see  from  the  price 
list  that  they  are  less  than  half  what  we  imagined 
they  would  be. 

One  of  the  best  of  Mr.  Malloch's  many  excellent 
patents  is  his  Salmon  Fly  Case,  and,  having  used 
one  for  many  years,  we  can  endorse  what  he 
claims  for  it. 

"Amongst  the  advantages  of  this  new  case  over  the 
old  parchment  books  the  following  are  a  few :  The  flies 


do  not  get  crushed  and  spoiled  as  they  do  in  a  book. 
The  case  being  almost  air-tight,  the  tinsel  remains  bright 
a  much  longer  time  ;  also,  the  colours  of  the  flies  do  not 
fade  80  soon.  The  whole  of  the  flies  can  be  seen  in  a  few 
seconds,  the  flies  being  all  exposed  to  the  eyes.  The  flies 
do  not  take  up  half  the  room  they  occupy  in  a  book. 
Every  fly  being  securely  fixed,  they  cannot  get  lost  as  they 
do  out  of  a  book.  The  case  cannot  get  destroyed  with 
wet.  When  the  case  is  not  in  use  it  can  be  put  aside  any- 
where, being  quite  proof  against  the  attack  of  moths.  It 
is  also  suitable  for  holding  double  flies. 

"  Thefe  cases  are  made  of  steel,  covered  with  tin,  black 
japanned  outside,  and  white  enamelled  inside.  The 
springs  are  made  of  German  silver,  each  fly  having  a  spring 
for  itself.    Made  in  different  sizes." 

Salmon  and  trout  anglers  will  find  very  com- 
plete lists  of  flies  for  salmon  and  trout,  both  for 
river  and  lake  fishing  ;  also  special  lists  of  Loch 
Leven  flies,  sea  trout  flies,  &c.,  and  no  better 
flies  are  made. 

On  p.  38  there  is  an  illustration  of  Mr.  M.'s 
patent  "Automatic  Boat  Angler."  This  is  a 
contrivance  for  holding  three  rods  out  over  the 
stem  of  a  boat,  and  aU  anglers  who  care  for 
harling  should  see  the  illustration  and  descrip- 


tion of  this  ingenious  contrivance,  which  would 
also  answer  well  in  sea  fishing  from  a  boat  or 
yacht  with  spinning  bait.  i 
The  Malloch  patent  casting  reel  is  now  made' 
in  aluminium,  and  has  been  brought  to  great 
perfection;  the  great  drawback  of  the  first, 
form  of  this  reel   was  that  the    line  wouldj 
kink,  but  Mr.  Malloch  got  over  this  difficult* 
by  making  the  drum  on  which  you  wind  tnfl 
line  reversible,  so  that  by  touching  a  sprinj 
you  can  at  once  reverse  the  drum  when  yo^ 
notice  any  sign  of  kinking,  and  this  only  requires 
to  be  done  once  or  twice  a  day.    One  great 
beauty  in  this  reel  is  that  you  can  cast  such 
a  very  light  bait  with  it;  also  almost  anybody 
can  cast  a  bait  with  it.    It  is  fully  illustrated 
and  described  in  the  catalogue,   as  also  are 
Mr.  M.'s  other  fine  reels  and  his  grand  rods 
for  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  and  we  are  very 
glad  once  again  to  recommend  the  first-rate 
goods  which  have  made  Mr.  Malloch's  name  so 
celebrated. 


From  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  New  Catalogue. 

(Drawn  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Millais.) 
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BURBERRYS'  GABARDINE 

SLIP-ON  COAT 


Proof 


RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 

HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 

THORNS,  and  FISH-HOOKS, 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  higiily  of  the  advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON, 
its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incontestable ;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and 
continuous  rain  without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  the  materials 
being  as  porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth,  so  that  it 
may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or  fine  weather  with  equal 
comfort.  Built  on  a  plan  that  obviates  the  possibility  of  any  tie,  and  is 
equally  good  over  any  thickness  of  clothing. 

GABARDINE  COMBINATION  (patent) 

OUTSIDE  GABABDINE,  INSIDE  WOOL.   Both  Fabrics  WEATHEBPBOOF. 

Price   -  -  63s. 


BURBERRYS, 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON, 

BASINGSTOKE. 


AND 


£Xp6t*tS  ^  WEATHEBPBOOF  KIT. 

of  "Gabardine"  and  "Urber"^ 
PsfSniBBS      Oombines,  The  Equi-Pede, 
faiCfffVO*  Burberry  Coats,  &c. 

CMAM(aff»#0  for  Shootlnff.  Fishing,  Golfing, 
OpoClanSlS  Polo,  Yachting,    Cycling  and 
Eacing  Garments. 
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SPECIAL  NEW  ROACH  FLOATS. 

Made  of  selected  reeds,  with  qnill  or  porcupine  tops.  6in.,  6d. ;  7in.,  8d. ; 
Sin  ,  lOd. ;  and  9in.,  Is.  each  ;  postage,  Id.  each  extra.  These  Floats  are  our  own 
make,  and  are  beautifully  finished.  The  reed  part  is  painted  a  pale  green,  and  the 
tops  are  tipped  with  red. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  54,  London  Street,  Norwich. 


THAMES  SALMON  ASSOCIATION. 


Executive  Committee: 


The  Lord  Mayor  ok  London. 

Sib  Herhert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P. 

The  Doke  of  1'oetland. 

The  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  M.P.  (the 

Chairman  Thames  Conser i^ancy  Board). 
The  Hex.  John  Ward. 
The  Lord  Welby.G.C.B.  {Vice-Chairman 

L.C.C.). 


The  Lord  Boston. 

The  Hon.  Algernon  Bourke. 

Mr.  Alfred  Gilbey. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell. 

Mr.  Montagu  Guest. 

Mr.  Alfred  Harmsworth. 

Mr.  Pingo  Horton. 


A  Public  Meeting  in  support  of  the  objects  of  the  above  Association  will 
be  held  at  the  Egyptian  Hall.  Mansion  House  (by  kind  permission  of  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor),  on  Friday,  June  30.  The  Lord  Mayor 
will  take  the  chair  at  3,30  p.m. 

The  object  of  the  Association  is  to  conduct  a  series  of  experiments, 
with  a  view  of  proving  the  possibility  of  restoring  salmon  to  the  Thames, 
and  all  interested  in  the  question  are  invited  to  attend. 
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HOW 
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500  Pages,  Fully  Illustrated,  Clot 
Extra,  sent  Post  Free, 

FOR 
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SHILLINGS 
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OPENING  OF  THE  COARSE  FISHING 
SEASON. 


Some  Angling  Stations  on  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway. 
{Continued  from  page  423.) 

Huntingdon. — The  next  important  station  to 
Great  Paxton  is  Huntingdon.  The  river  in  places 
in  this  interesting  locality  has  a  bi"oad-like 
appearance  on  account  of  the  sedge,  rushes,  reed 
beds,  &c.,  and  the  scenery  is  delightful.  These 
rush,  and  sometimes  reed-fringed  slow  running 
deeps  afford  good  harbour  for  both  jack  and 
perch,  and  they  should  be  well  tried  for  in  the 
proper  season.  Godmanchester,  with  its  round, 
singular,  and  extensive  racecourse,  known  as  the 
Portholme,  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
to  Huntingdon,  and  this  fishery  belongs  to  the 
Corporation  of  Godmanchester,  is  hired  by  the 
Huntingdon  Angling  Association ;  the  charge  for 
daily  tickets  is  6d.,  and  I  understand  this  money 
is  all  expended  in  re-stocking  the  river.  Not 
only  a  boat,  but  good  information  respecting  the 
fish  and  fishing  can  be  obtained  from  the  land- 
lord of  the  Woolpack  Inn,  in  close  proximity  to 
the  bridge.  St.  Ives  is  about  four  and  a  half 
miles  from  Godmanchester  by  rail,  and  anglers 
can  make  either  town  their  headquarters;  but 
those  anglers  who  prefer  to  stay  at  Huntingdon 
will  find  the  George  Hotel  an  excellent  hostelry 
to  patronise.  There  are  so  many  capital 
swims,  "pits,"  and  backwaters  in  this  district 
that  it  woiild  be  impossible  to  refer  to  a 
quarter  of  them  except  in  a  cursory  manner, 
but  one  of  the  best  places  for  chub  is  a  back  run 
or  stream  called  Lee's  Brook,  using  the  natural 
insect  in  preference  to  the  artificial.  It  leaves 
the  river  at  Brampton  Wale  and  rejoins  it  at 
Bleakley's  Grove.  A  stream  of  sharp  shallows 
and  rather  deepish  holes ;  in  many  places  the 
angler  will  find  little  difficulty  in  keeping  out  of 
sight,  and  it  is  most  essential  that  he  should,  for 
Ouse  chub  are  proverbially  cautious  and  cunning ; 
"try  all  I  could,  it  once  took  me  over  an  hour  to 
capture  one  out  of  four  or  five  swimming  round 
and  round  near  the  surface  in  the  splendid  pool 
near  the  paper  mUl  below  St.  Neots.  Who,  may 
I  ask,  has  not  heard  of  the  grand  rudd  that  have 
been  taken  at  Hartford  ? — not  the  only  place,  by 
the  way,  where  good  rudd  may  be  taken  in  this 
locality.  No  matter  how  one  gets  out  one's  bait, 
it  goes  without  saying  that  the  best  way  to  circum- 
vent these  easUy  frightened  fish  is  to  angle  from 
a  boat.  It  is  a  sine  qua  non  with  many  Ouse 
anglers  to  fish  for  rudd  where  it  is  weedy  (no 
doubt  this  has  something  to  do  with  their  feed- 
ing), but  I  know  one  old  Ouse  angler  at 
all  events,  who  sometimes  catches  rudd  with 
the  worm  (red),  also  gentles,  fishing  like  one 
would  for  either  roach  or  dace.  Personally 
I  have  caught  many  rudd  with  the  red  or 
cockspur  worm,  fishing  considerably  deeper 
than  some  anglers  in  the  Ouse,  and  in  this  river 
the  best  fish  are  not  always  taken  near  the 
surface.  I  believe  the  Huntingdon  Angling 
Association's  water  ends  at  a  spot  called  tke  Four 
Gate  Pit,  a  splendid  pikey,  perchy,  and  chubby- 
looking  pool  and  backwater  which  the  angler 
should  not  forget  to  try,  and  try  well,  more 
especially  if  he  be  staying  at  Houghton,  and  also 
to  try  the  water  around  the  Portholme  for  jack 
at  the  proper  period,  using  a  natural  bait  in  his 
spinning  operations.  The  same  baits  for  both 
hook  and  ground  as  those  recommended  in  the 
last  article  of  course  apply  on  this  occasion,  with 
the  exception  that  a  very  good  bait  for  rudd  is  a 
mixture  of  King's  natural  bait  and  bread  paste 
made  from  a  stale  loaf  worked  up  as  stiff  and 
adhesive  as  possible. 

St.  Ivea,  Holywell,  and  Swavesey. — To  save  time, 
trouble,  and  probably  annoyance,  I  recommend 
anglers  visiting  St.  Ives  to  call  upon  the  well- 
known  secretary  of  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society, 
Mr.  Collinson,  who,  I  feel  sure,  will  give 
bond  fide  anglers  the  best  possible  information 
respecting  the  fishing  in  this  locality.  Swims 
(Hemingford  Grey  Mill  Pool):  This  delightful 
tree-sheltered  old  mill  and  charming  pool  is  a 
favourite  spot,  and  much  frequented  by  aU 
classes  of  anglers  ;  and  a  little  distance  upstream 
there  is  another  splendid  pool,  called  the  "  six 
gates,"  the  pool  or  basin  below  these  gates 
forming  a  tremendous  eddy,  and  feeding  a  pretty 
little  back-water  that  crosses  the  meadows  and 
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rejoins  the  main  river  just  below  Hemingford 
Pool.  Walking  along  the  river  between  the  old 
mill  and  "  six  gates  "  the  river  was  as  clear  as 
crystal,  and  I  saw  plenty  of  both  roach  and  rudd, 
but  they  were  wonderfully  shy.  The  rod  to  fish 
from  these  low  grassy  banks  should  be  at  least 
18ft.  or  20ft.  in  length.  The  water  is  so  bright 
that  the  angler  should  be  seated,  and  the  bait 
should  be  literally  sneaked  in  to  stand  a  chance  of 
success,  and,  as  there  are  numerous  swims  on 
both  side  of  the  "  gates,"  it  is  not  wise  to  stop  too 
long  in  one  place.  From  St.  Ives  Locks  to  Friend's 
Corner  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  the  river 
is  from  7ft.  to  9ft.  in  depth,  and  at  the  "  Comer  " 
the  river  opens  out  into  a  miniature  broad 
— a  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  containing  roach, 
perch,  jack,  and  at  certain  periods  bream. 
From  here  to  the  railway  bridge  (only  a  short 
distance)  several  good  swims  can  be  fished  in 
comparative  quiet  and  seclusion.  The  well-known 
Drayton  shallows  are  situated  below  the  railway 
bridge.  Next  we  come  to  the  celebrated  "  Church 
Hole "  swim,  nearly  opposite  Holywell  Church, 
and  good  roach  are  captured  in  this  swim;  the 
river  again  becomes  shallow  until  within  about 
100yds.  of  Holywell  Ferry.  At  this  point  the 
water  is  often  8ft.  or  9ft.  in  depth,  and  good  perch,  as 
well  as  large  chub,  have  been  taken  with  both 
minnow  and  small  gudgeon.  Excellent  fly  fishing 
can  be  obtained  on  the  Holywell  side  of  the  river, 
in  the  shallows  extending  for  about  a  mile  to 
Swavesey  Gravels,  for  chub,  roach,  and 
rudd  affect  this  reach  in  goodly  numbers. 
On  the  opposite  or  Swavesey  side  of  this  shallow 
and  splendid  thom  hedge  the  water  is  deep 
nearly  all  the  way  to  Swavesey.  Ducker's  Hole, 
a  splendid  swim  for  bottom  fishing  and  a  good 
haunt  for  pike,  is  opposite  the  thorn  hedge 
mentioned  above,  some  20yds.  in  length  and  9ft. 
or  10ft.  in  depth ;  whilst  on  the  Swavesey  side  of 
the  river  several  good  swims  may  be  fished,  either 
from  a  boat  or  the  bank,  the  former  for  prefer- 
ence, because  one  has  more  command  over  the 
swims,  and  the  fish  can  be  more  easily  and  safely 
landed.  Some  other  good  spots  are  the  two  well- 
known  bank  swims  just  above  old  Swavesey 
Drain  and  the  field  above  Over  Staunch,  and  it  is 
a  capital  place  for  pike  from  Over  Ferry 
to  this  Staunch.  Anglers  staying  at  the  inn 
at  Holywell  Ferry  can  obtain  not  only  all  home 
comforts  but  the  very  best  information  from  Mr. 
Scard,  who,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  10, 
says  :  "  Everything  points  to  a  good  start  on  the 
16th  inst.  Immense  shoals  of  bream  have  been 
disporting  themselves  in  the  sunshine  here,  the 
river  being  literally  alive  with  them,  and  roach 
also  are  in  abundance.*'  Ouse  Angles. 


THE  RIVER  MED  WAT. 
The  Medway,  which  winds  its  sinuous  course 
between  verdant  banks  through  hopland  and 
orchard,  in  the  Garden  of  England,  is  a  deservedly 
popular  river  with  the  London  angler,  especially 
as  it  provides  excellent  sport  in  the  early  days  of 
the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season — is,  in 
fact,  essentially  a  summer  river.  It  is  easily 
get-at-able  by  an  excellent  service  of  trains  on  the 
South-Eastern  Railway  from  London  Bridge, 
Charing  Cross,  &c.  The  privilege  stations  on  the 
line  are  Tonbridge.  Paddock  Wood,  Talding, 
Wateringbury,  and  East  Farleigh,  and  the  river 
in  each  case  is  close  by.  Dealing  just  with  the 
district  around  Tonbridge,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  fishing  has  improved  very  much  during  the 
past  five  years.  A  favourite  swim,  with  charming 
surroundings,  is  reached  by  proceeding  to  the 
Powder  Mill  Canal,  cross  the  canal  by  way  of 
Malion's  Bridge,  continue  through  the  wood  until 
just  before  you  reach  the  Mount,  turn  sharp  to 
the  right,  and  there  you  are.  It  is  an  ideal  swim, 
and,  if  carefully  baited  up  and  quietly  fished,  will 
well  reward  the  angler  for  roach  and  bream. 
There  are  several  good  roach  swims  between 
Malion's  Bridge  and  Enfield  Bridge.  A  good 
spot  for  perch  is  where  the  Powder  Mill  Canal 
joins  the  main  river.  The  canal  itself  fishes  well 
at  times.  From  the  canal  down  to  the  Weir 
Hole  is  a  capital  stretch  for  chub,  and  in  Roger's 
field  is  a  good  swim  for  roach  and  bream.  The 
Weir  Hole  is  not  by  any  means  an  attractive  place 
to  fish  in,  but  it  holds  some  very  good  bream. 
Another  good  roach  and  bream  shop  is  Twelve 
Post  Hole,  one  of  the  best,  in  fact,  on  this  portion 
of  the  river.  At  Stone  Lock  some  good  perch 
may  be  taken.    Lucky  the  angler  who  can  catch 
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the  pool  below  the  Point  at  Brightfriars  in  good 
ply.  Many  big  baskets  of  roach  and  bream  have 
been  taken  here.  At  Lucifer  Bridge  there  are  a 
lot  of  lay-by's  well  worthy  of  attention,  and  the 
stream  which  tumbles  from  the  old  Powder  Mill 
Lock  contains  some  big  chub.  The  wide  water 
at  the  back  of  Messrs.  Bartram's  Brewery  needs 
no  recommendation. 

From  Tonbridge  down  to  Hartlake  Bridge  the 
river  offers  a  variety  of  fish  and  fishing.  Below 
the  Miller's  Bridge  is  a  good  bream  hole,  and 
below  Child's  Lock,  for  some  distance  down,  there 
are  many  capital  roach  swims.  The  water  above 
Eldridge's  Lock  is  also  good,  and  exactly  suited 
to  the  requirements  of  the  advocates  of  the  long 
pole  and  tight  line.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
Postern  stream  is  a  capital  roach  swim,  and 
immediately  below  High  Bridge  is  a  grand  bream 
hole,  and  another  will  be  found  in  the  bay  below 
Poi-ter's  Lock ;  perhaps  the  best  of  all,  though,  is 
the  one  below  Hartlake  Bridge.  From  Hartlake 
Bridge  right  away  down  to  Sluice  Weir  Lock  is  a 
grand  stretch  of  water,  but  it  is  away  from  any 
railway  station  too  far  to  offer  attraction  to  the 
angler  who  runs  down  for  the  day  and  wishes  to 
fish  up  to  the  time  of  the  train  starting,  or  nearly 
so.  For  anyone  spending  a  few  days  in  the 
neighbourhood,  or  willing  to  tramp  a  few 
miles  morning  and  evening,  it  is  weU  worthy 
of  attention ;  there  are  many  good  swims 
amidst  delightful  surroundings,  none  the  less 
charming  because  they  are  little  frequented. 
Before  arriving  at  the  water  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Yalding,  however,  the  fishing  around 
East  Peckham,  which  can  be  reached  either  from 
Paddock  Woods  (for  preference)  or  Yalding,  must 
be  referred  to.  It  is  one  of  the  best  centres  for 
angling  on  the  Medway,  its  only  disadvantage 
being  the  distance  from  the  railway  stations. 
Sluice  Weir  can  with  every  confidence  be  recom- 
mended for  all-round  fishing,  and  the  first  bend 
below  the  lock  is  a  sure  find  for  roach.  There 
are  two  other  noticeable  bends  between  this  and 
the  village  of  East  Peckham,  both  good  for  roach 
and  bream.  Proceeding  down  the  river.  Bran- 
bridge's  Weir  is  reached,  and  here  again  is  a  warm 
shop.  Particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
tail  of  the  run  from  the  lock  into  the  bay ;  it 
holds  some  good  roach  and  chub.  From  Bran- 
biidge's  down  to  the  South-Eastern  Railway 
Bridge  are  a  succession  of  roach  and  bream 
swims  with  a  capital  sandy  bottom.  The  next 
place  of  note  is  Stoneham  Lock  and  the  river 
immediately  above ;  and  then,  passing  the  Sand 
Hole,  Mouse  Bay,  Horse  Shoe  Point,  and  Curd's 
Dyke  (all  good  swims),  Twyford  Bridge  (close  by 
Yalding  Station)  is  reached,  and  here  is  another 
happy  hunting  ground.  TwyfordBridgehasformed 
thethemeof  many  a  poet's  lay,  the  subject  for  many 
an  artist's  brush  or  pencil.  In  the  bay  are  many  big 
chub,  and  the  Old  River,  which  flows  from  it  and 
joins  the  navigable  portion  of  the  Medway  close  to 
Yalding  Station,  can  confidently  be  recommended. 
Below  Hampstead  Lock  (Yalding)  the  first  swim 
to  be  noted  is  Horse  Shoe  Hole,  famous  for  its 
big  bags  of  bream,  and  then  follows  a  splendid 
roach  swim,  adjacent  to  two  ponds,  yclept  the 
Twins  ;  next  follows  a  long  stretch  of  willows, 
and  here  chub  are  wont  to  congregate  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  months.  There  are  several 
other  decent  swims  on  the  way  to  Wateringbury, 
which  is  well  known  to  many  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Oazette  as  a.n  excellent  fishing  centre — so 
well  known,  in  fact,  that  it  only  needs  bare 
reference  in  these  notes. 

Still  journeying  downstream,  the  Black  Hole, 
immediately  above  Teston  Lock,  is  reached,  and 
here  is  a  good  shop  for  bream.  Directly  below 
Teston  Weir  is  a  splendid  swim  for  roach  and 
bream.  And  then  in  rapid  succession  follow 
Larking's  Hole,  the  Black  Fern  swim,  and  the 
swim  nearly  opposite  Barnjet.  Passing  Barming 
Bridge,  there  are  one  or  two  swims  before  East 
Farleigh  is  reached,  and  from  this  point  right 
away  down  to  Tovil  the  angler  with  ordinary 
discrimination  cannot  very  well  pitch  in  a  wrong 
spot  for  either  roach  or  bream,  while  chub  in 
plenty  will  be  found  beneath  the  bushes  and 
willows.  It  is  yet  early  for  pike  in  the  Medway, 
or  elsewhere  for  that  matter,  but  cai-p  may  visit 
the  angler  in  any  swim,  and  if  they  should,  look 
out  for  squalls. 

So  far  as  tackle  is  concerned,  the  orthodox  Lea 
outfit  is  fairly  suitable,  but  it  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  the  greater  bulk  of  big  roach  and  bream 
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taken  from  the  Medway  are  caught  rigid  on  the 
bottom.  The  local  style  may  be  well  described  as 
float  ledgering,  and  it  should  be  resorted  to  if  the 
Lea  style  proves  unsuccessful.  Boiled  wheat  is  a 
capital  bait  in  the  Medway,  otherwise  the  hook 
baits  are  of  the  usual  character.  The  Thames 
cube  of  crust  of  bread  has  accounted  for  more 
than  one  big  basket  in  the  quicker  swims.  The 
inn  accommodation  is  quite  up  to  the  average,  but 
it  is  as  well  to  make  known  your  requirements 
beforehand  if  you  wish  to  stay  a  while  in  any  par- 
ticular district.  Ibis  Tag. 

THE  RIVER  WET. 
This  Surrey  stream  is  open  for  public  fishing 
from  either  a  boat  or  on  the  towpath  in  many 
parts  of  its  course,  from  Wey bridge,  where  it 
falls  into  the  Thames,  to  Godalming.  A  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  latter  picturesque  little  town 
is  the  village  of  Eashing,  where,  by  application  to 
the  landlord  of  the  Stag  Inn,  a  permit  may  be 
had  to  fish  half  a  mile  of  the  stream  from  the 
mill  upwards.  In  this  water  will  be  found  roach, 
dace,  perch,  and  chub,  principally,  of  a  fairish 
size,  but  bream  do  not  make  it  their  home. 
Getting  higher  up  the  Wey  still,  the  water 
gradually  narrows  and  shallows,  and  is  essentially 
a  trout  stream,  although  dace  are  met  with,  and 
roach  here  and  there.  Of  course,  these  upper 
waters  are  all  strictly  private,  and  permission 
to  angle  must  be  had  from  the  riparian  owners. 
The  London  angler's  favourite  pitches  on  the 
Wey  are  in  the  lower  waters  at  Wey  bridge, 
Byfleet,  Woking,  Send,  Guildford,  Shalford,  and 
Godalming.  At  Byfleet  several  stretches  of  good 
bream  and  roach  water  may  be  fished  by  per- 
mission of  the  farmers,  a  small  daily  payment,  or 
by  joining  one  of  the  clubs  renting  the  same.  I 
believe  the  Silver  Trout  Society  lease  some  of  the 
water  at  Byfleet.  By  detraining  at  Woking,  a 
walk  of  a  little  over  a  mile  brings  the  angler  to  the 
river  at  Woking  old  village,  and  immediately  over 
the  bridge,  and  throiagh  the  iron  gate  on  the  left-hand 
side  of  the  road  the  famous  "  broad  meads  "  are 
reached.  Here  there  are  about  two  miles  of  lively 
nmning  beautiful  fishing  water  winding  through 
the  "meads"  to  the  vicinity  of  the  picturesque 
ruins  of  Newark  Abbey.  This  portion  of  the  Wey 
is  well  stocked  with  fish  of  many  varieties — bream, 
roach,  dace,  chub,  perch,  carp,  pike,  and  eels. 

During  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  however,  the 
river  Wey  right  away  from  Godalming  down- 
wards has  lost  much  of  its  former  prestige  as  an 
angling  stream  owing  to  sewage  and  pollutions 
from  mills.  This  foul  contamination  has  now 
luckily  been  put  a  stop  to  by  the  Guildford  and 
Godalming  sanitary  authorities,  and  all  discharges 
of  deleterious  matter  now,  and  for  the  future, 
will  pass  through  the  filtering  beds  of  the  new 
sewage  works. 

In  consequence  of  this  the  angler  finds  that  the 
fish  of  the  Wey  are  now  feeding  much  better,  and 
the  river  should  certainly  regain  its  lost  popularity 
as  an  angling  resort.  Some  ten  years  ago  it  was 
no  uncommon  thing  to  secure  good  bags  of  bream, 
particularly  from  the  "  broad  mead  "  waters,  besides 
very  pretty  catches  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  with 
an  occasional  fine  carp. 

The  bream  used  to  feed  much  better  in  the  day- 
time than  at  night,  and  were  generally  taken 
fishing  with  float  and  gentles,  or  paste,  as  for  roach. 
In  fact,  the  most  successful  anglers  were  those 
who  adopted  the  roach  pole,  with  whalebone  top- 
piece,  and  tight  line,  but  a  longlsh  strike  to 
enable  them  to  float  down  near  the  weeds  on  the 
opposite  side.  Anglers  are  not  interfered  with 
when  fishing  the  "  broad  meads  "  water,  provided 
they  keep  to  the  beaten  tracks  when  going  to  or 
leaving  their  swims,  particularly  while  the  grass 
is  uncut.  Some  beautiful  bends  and  deep 
eddies  will  be  found,  and  one  portion  of  the 
stream,  high  up  the  "  meads,"  is  grandly  shaded 
with  trees  and  bushes,  where  in  the  early 
mornings  and  late  evenings  carp,  properly  fished 
for,  should  be  again  taken.  Leaving  this  water, 
and  retracing  your  steps  to  the  high  road, 
proceed  higher  up  for  some  200yd3.,  and  here  will 
be  found  a  bridge  ciossing  the  navigation 
catting.  By  taking  the  towpath  Send  Lock  is 
reached,  from  whence  the  river  proper  re- 
commences. Higher  up  still  there  is  some 
meadow  land  from  which  anglers  used  not  to  be 
interfered  with,  but  the  farmer  on  the  opposite 
side  will  not  tolerate  the  angler  for  a  moment  on 
his  land  across  the  rustic  wooden  bridge;  in 


fact,  it  is  certain  prosecution  to  venture  on  his 
preserve.  Just  in  front  of  this  bridge  is  the 
famous  bend  called  the  "  rollers,"  where  big  bream 
may  be  seen  priming  and  splashing  about  every 
now  and  then  throughout  the  day.  To  ledger  for 
them  requires  a  long  cast,  and  there  is  usually  so 
much  stream  that  nothing  but  a  heavy  lead  and  a 
light  line  will  keep  the  bait  in  position  (a  lob  for 
preference).  Through  the  heavy  lead  many  fish 
are  missed,  and  therefore  the  most  successful  way 
to  fish  this  grand  bream  swim  is  from  a  moored 
boat. 

The  other  public  portion  of  the  Wey  is  a 
stretch  of  several  miles  from  Guildford  town  to 
Godalming.  Here  may  be  found  [good  swims 
all  the  way,  and  Shalford,  a  village  about  half 
way  between  the  two  mentioned  places,  is  a 
favourite  spot  for  the  angler. 

Big  bream  are  to  be  found  just  above  the  Shal- 
ford Bridge  (where  a  stream,  the  Wey  and  Arun 
Canal  navigation)  joins  on  the  opposite  bank. 
Here  also  a  boat  is  required  to  fish  the  place 
properly,  although  an  occasional  fish  may  be  had 
ledgering  from  the  towpath,  a  long  cast.  Per- 
mission is  required  on  the  opposite  bank. 

A  long  stretch  of  the  Wey,  from  Stoke  Park  to 
Guildford,  is  nowrentedby  the  Guildford  Angling 
Society,  to  fish  which  the  angler  must  become  a 
member  at,  I  believe,  lOs.  6d.  per  annum  sub- 
scription. J.  D. 


IMPROVEMENTS  IN  BICYCLES. 


To  those  of  our  readers  who  may  be  thinking 
of  taking  to  the  fascinating  bicycle,  we  can  confi- 
dently say,  try  a  "  Singer  "  machine,  as  after  more 
than  two  years'  trial  we  can  find  no  fault  in  them. 

Among  the  latest  novelties  of  the  Singer  Cycle 
Co.,  of  Coventry  and  Holborn  Viaduct,  is  the 
"  Free- Wheel  Grand  Modele  de  Luxe,"  and  its 
special  feature  consists  of  an  arrangement  where- 
by the  pedals  are  thrown  out  of  action  at  the  will 
of  the  rider,  and  become  stationary.  The  riders  can 
then  rest  their  feet  on  the  pedals  when  coasting. 
Two  powerful  brakes  are  fitted  to  the  standard 
patterns,  one  on  back  wheel  applied  by  foot-action 
in  back-pedalling,  the  other  with-  hand-lever  in 
the  usual  form,  but  acting  on  the  rim  instead  of 
on  the  tyre.  (This  brake  has  just  been  patented.) 
When  the  pedals  are  at  rest  the  chain  is  also 
stationary,  as  the  free-wheel  action,  which  is  com- 
bined with  the  back  hub,  throws  all  the  gearing 
out  of  action.  This  saves  a  large  amount  of  wear 
and  tear  on  the  chain  and  bearings  when  riding 
down  hills. 

Another  machine  inti'oduced  by  this  company  is 
"  The  Military  Singer"  bicycle,  this  being  exception- 
ally strong,  and  with  an  arrangement  for  carrying 
the  rifle  which  can  also  be  used  for  the  rod  and 
for  carrying  kitbag,  &c. ;  it  strikes  us  as  just  the 
machine  for  the  rod  and  gun  sportsman.  This 
"  Military  Singer  "  is  now  used  by  our  Govern- 
ment in  the  military,  postal,  telegraph,  police, 
surveying,  and  other  departments. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames,  —  General  Remarks.  —  It  is  a 
splendid  privilege  for  the  immense  body  of  anglers  living 
in  the  great  metropolis  that  there  is  a  river  such  as 
the  Thames  to  which  they  have  free  access,  giving 
them  the  sport  it  does,  and  that  there  is  such  a  society 
as  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  to  look 
S3  well  after  its  protection  and  preservation,  as  well 
as  to  keep  up  the  head  of  fish  it  ia  so  well  known  to 
contain.  It  should  be  regarded  by  the  working  class  as  a 
special  gift  to  them  in  providing  a  healthful  recreation  in 
the  pure  air  of  the  country,  and  enable  them  to  return 
home  with  some  wholesome  food  for  their  families,  for  I 
have  frequently  been  assured  by  them  it  is  as  much 
enjoyed  as  others  in  better  circumstances  relish  the  high- 
priced  salmon.  There  is  only  one  thing  against  successful 
angling  which  is  beyond  human  control,  and  that  is  the 
weather;  but  if  we  always  got  success  in  angling 
it  would  cease  to  give  pleasure  and  sport.  It  is 
from  the  unfortunate  days  we  enjoy  that  sport- 
that  which  gives  the  angler  something  to  talk  about.  I 
can  remember  the  time  when  anglers  were  not  so 
numerous,  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  the  roach 
and  dace  yielding  their  twenty  and  thirty  dozen  in  the  day, 
which,  on  my  visits  far  away  from  the  river,  were  regarded 
as  doubtful  results,  but,  with  my  confirmatory  evidence, 
led  to  the  exclamation,  "  What  a  wonderful  river  your 
Thames  must  be  !  "  The  weather  has  been  very  disappoint- 
ing for  the  opening  of  the  present  season  with  such 
bnlliant  prospects  previously ;  in  the  best  of  evidence,  rain 


only  required.  What  would  the  river  Lave  been  without 
its  T.A.I'.S.  ?  is  a  question  which  all  should  aek,  and 
especially  those  who  have  the  means  and  are  not  anglers 
to  contribute  to  it,  and  who  are  so  philanthropic  in  their 
views  as  to  recognise  those  raovemcLts  that  give  healthful 
recreation  to  tl.e  p3ople.  The  angling  will  be  found  to 
have  been  better  than  expected,  but  more  rain  is 
desirable,  both  for  the  fish  and  the  condition  of  the  river. 
— B. 

Thames  (Cliertsey),— Lotan  Hackett,  writing  in  the 
early  part  of  thia  week,  says  :  "I  have  been  out  for  the 
last  few  days  and  have  done  very  well  amongst  the  roach 
and  dace,  and  I  have  had  some  nice  chub  soiling  from  .'lb. 
to  41b.  each."  There  are  some  very  good  swims  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  from  old  experience  I  cin  very 
strongly  recommend  Hackett  as  a  clever  and  painstaking 
fisherman. — B. 

- —  (Datchet).  —  We  had  a  nice  rain  on  the  19th 
which  freshened  the  water  a  bit.  A  lad  on  Mr.  Dent's 
raft  caught  a  barbel  .51b.,  and  a  roach  over  21b.  under  the 
raft.  I  was  out  on  the  15th  with  Sir  Francis  Calcott, 
caught  eight  chub,  returned,  and  a  trout,  21b.  I  baited 
the  barbel  for  the  16th,  but  the  gentleman  could  not  go 

out. — G.  LUMSDEN. 

  (Eton). — The  first  week  of  the  coarse  season 

commenced  fairly  well  contilering  the  want  of  rain. 
Barbel  are  feeding  fairly  well  if  well  baited  and  fine  tackle 
is  usad.  I  have  taken  about  oOlb.  from  one  swim  since 
the  opening,  most  of  which  were  returned.  Mr.  C. 
Franklin  and  friend  have  also  taken  a  few,  piloted  by 
James  Bunce.  Mr.  R.  Williams  and  Mr.  C.  Hobbs  have 
had  some  good  chub,  the  latter  takin^j  them  up  to  SJlb., 
baiting  with  cherries.  Mr.  H.  Stinton,  jun.,  had  a  good 
dish  of  dace  on  June  18,  topped  up  with  one  good  barbel. 
Some  good  roach  have  been  had,  bat  they  are  not  at 
present  in  anything  like  condition. — Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milboume  writes  : 

"John  Smith,  on  Friday,  the  first  day  of  the  season, 
landed  twenty-four  barbel,  and  Thomas  Milboume  had 
similar  sport.  These  fish  were  caught  very  early  in  the 
morning  as  the  water  is  very  low  and  bright,  and  when  the 
sun  gets  up  hot  it  is  no  use  trying  for  them  until  we  get  a 
lot  more  rain.  The  bank  anglers  are  getting  the  best 
sport  at  night,  and  taking  a  great  many  barbel,  and  all  the 
best  of  them  I  have  seen.  On  Saturday  ens  of  the  bank 
anglers  got  four  barbel,  the  largest  fish  about  41b." — B. 

 (Henley).— June  21.    Several  anglers  have  been 

out  since  the  opening  of  the  season,  ar  d  some  good  sport 
has  been  obtained  among  the  chub.  The  welcome  recant 
rains  have  freshened  the  river,  and  there  ia  a  fair  stream 
while  the  mills  are  working.  The  following  are  among 
the  best  takes  I  have  to  record  :  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Leaf, 
fishing  with  George  Arlett,  had  a  bag  of  chub  weighing 
nearly  401b. ;  and  Arlett  tells  me  the  best  fish  scaled  close 
on  51b.  On  the  18th,  a  patron  of  the  same  professional,  had 
three  chub  weighing  121b.,  best  fish,  41b.  lOoz. ;  and  with 
Mr.  T.PuUen,  on  the  20th,  four  chub,  averaging  31b.  each. 
Mr.  Norman,  out  with  W.  Vaughn  on  the  2Lst,  had  six 
chub  weighing  111b.  3oz.  Most  of  the  above  fish  were 
taken  whilst  worm  fishing,  whilst  some  have  been  secured 
spiniiog. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  on  the  opening  day, 

with  Mr.  Birmingham,  seventeen  bream,  three  eels,  and 
one  fine  perch  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Cull,  twenty-two 
bream.  John  Knight,  one  day,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson,  100  roach,  bream,  and  barbel ;  and  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr.  Saunders,  a  nice  quantity 
of  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in 
each  case  nearly  the  whole  of  the  fish  were  returned. — B. 

—  (Lechlade.) — Some  steady  rain  has  improved  the 
fishing  hereabouts,  and  at  St.  John's  Bridge  the  river  is 
now  in  very  fair  order  for  general  fishing.  Several  rods 
have  been  out,  amongst  them  being  Messrs.  George  Moir, 
Browne,  CP.,  and  others.  Things  are  reported  generally 
as  quiet,  but  I  hear  of  a  big  pike  being  taken  near  Inale- 
sham.  Chub  rise  well  in  the  evening,  and  can  be  readily 
taken  with  fly  as  well  as  vrith  cheese  paste  and  macaroni. 
Some  good  roach  have  been  got  witn  caddis,  worm,  and 
gentles.    Trouting  items  are  quiet. — Rambler. 

  (Richmond). — I  am  informed  there  are  a  good 

quantity  of  fine  barbel  at  the  new  lock  and  weir  if  anglers 
will  only  try  for  them.  Mr.  F.  Ogden  Smith  and  Mr. 
Simonda,  fishing  there  for  one  hour,  landed  two  barbel  and 
some  other  fish  ;  and  the  bank  anglers  fishing  ne^r  there 
had  creeled  a  quantity  of  bream.  The  punts  have  been 
getting  some  roach  and  dace. — B. 

 (Suubary). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  have  been 

well  in  with  roach,  dace,  and  chub  since  the  opening 
day.— B. 

  (Shepperton). — Mr.  C.  Bernard  Sells  and  Mr. 

C.  H.  Wheeley  had  some  excellent  sport  on  Saturday 
with  chub,  the  total  weight  of  fish  taken  being  about  oOlb., 
largest  fish  45lb. — B. 

 •  Streatley. — Water  in  very  good  condition  on 

Sunday  last.  Butt,  the  lock-keeper  at  Cleeve,  had  his 
punt  moored  above  the  lock.  On  going  to  use  it  he  found 
a  fine  trout,  81b.  or  91b.,  in  it.  It  must  have  jumped  in 
after  a  fly.  Mr.  J.  Sams  (Friendly  Anglers),  fiihing  with 
Bartholomew,  has  caught  to-day  three  fine  chub,  several 
perch  (lib.  to  l|lb,),  and  returned  many  small  jack. — H.  J. 
Gardner. 

  (Teddington).— Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden-Smich,  fishing 

here  on  early  Tuesday  morning  for  three  hours,  creeled 
eight  barbel.  Four  of  the  fish,  though  sizeable,  were 
returned,  and  the  four  retained,  whicli  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing,  weighed  respectively  6ilb.,  6ilb.,  4ib.,  and  ijlb. 
Mr.  Sinabaldi,  at  the  same  time,  landed  five  good  barbel, 
two  of  the  largest  being  estimated  to  weigh  together  161b. 
This  angler  on  the  opening  day  creeled  seventeen  barbel, 
the  largest  41b.,  and  a  few  chub,  the  largest  2ilb.  W. 
McBride,  out  with  Mr.  A.  Hemmingway,  Mr.  G. 
Blanchard,  and  Major  Sasby,  on  the  first  four  days  com- 
piled a  total  of  twenty-two  barbel,  fourteen  chub,  and 
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seven  dozen  of  dace.  McBride  says  there  is  the  prospect 
of  one  of  the  finest  barbel  seasons  I  ever  saw  at  Tedding- 
ton  this  year,  as  the  weir  is  simply  full  of  big  fish. — B. 

  (Twiokesham). — When  I  was  here  on  Tuesday, 

Mr.  John  Spong,  the  piscatorial  host  of  the  Two  Sawyers, 
informed  me  there  had  not  been  many  punts  out.  The 
roach  and  dace  were  very  plentiful,  but  the  roach  were  not 
very  clean  and  the  dace  in  fine  condition.  H.  Spiers  had 
the  best  take  of  two  dozen  roach.  J.  Frost,  in  two  half 
days,  six  fine  barbel.  One  of  the  anglers  in  the  Deep 
creeled  a  fine  pike  of  71b.  I  called  upon  Mr.  P.  W.  Ogden 
Smith  who  had  seen  the  latter  fish.  In  his  shop  he  had  a 
beautifully  set  up  specimen  carp  of  171b.,  that  had  been 
caught  in  private  waters,  and  will  he  on  view  for  some 
days,  and  all  who  see  it  will  give  him  credit  for  the  style 
in  which  it  is  preserved. — B. 

Ancholme  District.— I  have  been  out  once  this 
week,  and  caught  in  the  evening,  after  tea,  four  trout  and 
four  fontinalis.  My  son  also  had  an  afternoon  on  a 
private  water,  and  caught  a  dish  of  fourteen  very  nice 
trout.  The  three  largest  weighed  just  21b.  One  rainbow 
yearling  was  taken  in  the  same  brook,  but  returned.  The 
river  Idle,  at  Retford,  was  inspected  last  week,  with  a 
view  to  re-stocking  with  trout.  The  coarse  fishing  season 
opened  on  the  Ancholme  on  Friday  last  under  the  most 
favourable  conditions.  Contingents  came  over  frcm  Hull, 
Sheffield,  &c.,  and  found  the  water  in  splendid  condition. 
Some  nice  bream  up  to  31b.  were  taken.  Mr.  F.  North, 
of  Brigg,  had  fourteen  fish  on  Saturday  morning  from  the 
Old  River,  and  a  Sheffield  angler  took  some  nice  ones  in  the 
New  Cut  on  Monday.  Perch,  however,  have  been  on  the 
feed  the  least  of  all,  and  a  few  very  fine  ones  were  taken 
near  Broughton  Bridge  on  Saturday.  Some  very  fine  eels 
have  been  taken  duiing  the  hot  weather,  and  large  shoals 
of  roach  and  bream  have  been  seen  near  Brigg.  The 
spawning  season  was  late  this  year,  owing  to  cold  weather, 
so  the  roach  are  not  yet  in  very  good  coudition.  The 
river  has  recently  been  re-stocked  with  500  very  fine  tench. 
This  fish  thrives  well  in  the  water.  —  Th(imas  Ford 
(Caistor). 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach,  Cambs.).— Rain 
has  come  at  last,  which  has  improved  the  condition  of  the 
water  and  has  put  the  fish  on  a  sharper  edge  for  the  bait. 
The  opening  day  of  the  present  season  was  bright  and 
Bunny,  hut  a  north  wind  checked  sport.  What  fish  were 
taken  were  much  admired  for  their  splendid  early  con- 
dition and  colour.  The  fish  are  now  seen  by  ehoals  all 
round  the  locks.  Several  perch,  up  to  §lb.  each,  in  good 
condition,  were  secured.  Eels  are  now  giving  good  sport. 
The  river  is  rather  weedy  in  places,  which  check  sport. 
As  to  the  roach  and  dace,  they  mostly  are  in  autumn  con- 
dition, having  spawned  very  early  here,  and  I  cin  assure 
arglers  in  confidence  as  to  the  numerous  quantity  of  fish 
i-<  fliis  free  water  for  miles. — J.  0.  GEORaE,  Becke-road, 
Cambridge. 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wrozham  DIstxitt).— For  many 
weeks  past  there  has  been  practically  nothing  worth  re- 
porting from  these  waters,  but  local  anglers  are  now  com- 
mencing to  think  about  coaree  fishing  in  earnest.  How- 
ever, owing  to  almost  unremitting  drought,  sunshine,  and 
easterly  winds,  the  river  is  very  low  and  stale,  and  fish  are 
as  yet  in  very  poor  condition,  being,  I  consider,  quite  a 
month  later  in  order  than  usual.  Although  a  few  small 
bags  of  ill-conditioned  bream  and  roach  have  been  made, 
in  general  angling  has  been  very  slack,  and  I  advise  anglers 
to  wait  for  two  or  three  weeks  before  coming  from  a 
distance,  by  which  time  there  ought  surely  to  be  some 
good  heavy  rains  to  freshen  the  river  and  put  fish  on  the 
feed.  There  has  been  some  decent  trout  fishing  on  private 
waters  in  the  upland  districts,  but  dace  fishing  has  been 
very  poor  as  compared  with  last  year. — C.  W.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.,  Hast  Gloucestershire.— The 
Gray  Drake  was  still  up  on  the  Coin  on  Thursday,  15th  inst., 
and  some  good  trout  were  killed  in  the  Fairford  district  on 
this  day,  Mr.  Alexander  Hull  and  Dr.  Wolfendale  getting 
some  nice  sport  in  the  Fairford  Park  water.  Mr.  Perry 
has  also  had  some  good  sport  in  this  water,  and  also  on 
the  Hatherop  Castle  waters.  Things  have  been  quiet  of 
late  on  the  hotel  waters  at  Bibuiy  and  Fairford,  but  the 
trcut  rise  very  nicely  in  the  evening  at  Alders,  Spinners, 
and  Gnats.  Dr.  March  and  Mr.  Ellison  have  been  having 
good  sport  on  the  Lower  Coin.  Mr.  Davis,  of  Lechlade 
Mill,  reports  taking  a  pound  trout  from  a  heron  which  he  had 
shot. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— There  is  a  grand  improvement 
in  the  water,  and  fishers  are  la  fall  force  everywhere.  On 
the  Camel,  Mr.  Gill,  who  is  staying  at  Pt.  Breward,  has 
been  getting  about  thirty  a  day  ;  and  further  down,  right 
away  to  the  estuary,  very  fair  sport  has  been  got.  Most 
of  the  fishers  are  spending  a  considerable  part  of  their 
time  with  peal,  and  after  the  excellent  rain  we  have  had 
there  is  every  chance  of  success.  Salmon  and  peal  are 
running  very  well  everywhere. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  Horton  Kitby,  &c.)  — 
The  May  Fly  is  quite  over,  and  though  the  fish  have  not 
tiken  it  freely  this  saaeon,  they  seem,  nevertheless,  to 
tnffer  from  the  repletion  which  is  so  common  towards  the 
end  of  June,  and  sport  has  consequently  been  very  poor, 
some  of  the  rods  on  good  stretches  of  water  scoring  blanks. 
The  rain  has  not  afftcted  the  height  of  the  water,  but  the 
warm  weather  is  bringing  on  the  flies,  and  a  few  Sedges 
»re  to  be  seen.  The  best  time  is  late  in  the  evening. — 
J.  V.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  DiBtrict).— The  rains  of  Sunday 
ana  Monday  have  done  the  river  an  immense  amount  of 
benefit,  and  there  should  be  some  capital  sport.  The 
caterpillar  has  been  driven  off,  and  trout  are  not  on  the 
feed  just  at  present.  Before  the  rains  some  good  baskets 
of  trout  were  made  on  the  moorland  waters,  takes  running 
up  to  two  dozen.  Exceptionally  fine  trout  have  been 
creeled,  including  a  beauty  of  41b.  loz.,  killed  in  the 
Double  Dart  with  the  Alexander,  by  Mr.  S.  K.  Slade. 
The  same  rod  with  his  brother  on  another  day  took  three 


scaling  91b.  Fine  truff  have  also  been  killed  by  Mr.  B. 
Tucker  (Ashburton)  and  others.  Evening  fishing  on  the 
lower  waters  has  produced  small  baskets.  Mr.  B. 
Ackrell  has  had  some  nice  catches;  whilst  Messrs.  Revell 
and  B.  Distin  killed  one  and  a  half  doz^n  at  Park  Stickle. 
Small  lots  have  fallen  to  Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin,  Townsend, 
and  others. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Tne  streams  are  now  running 
in  fine  order  after  the  rains.  Praviously,  however,  the 
rivers  were  too  clear  for  good  fishing,  although  dapping  was 
freely  indulged  in.  Sport  on  the  Otter  has  been  somewhat 
dull,  but  some  big  fish  were  taken  by  one  rod  a  few  days 
since,  seven  trout  totalling  6Jlb.  in  weight,  two  of  these 
each  being  15Jin.  long,  one  weighing  lib.  5oz.  and  the 
other  lib.  3oz.  The  streams  in  the  Upper  Lyd  district 
are  in  capital  trim,  and  Bishop's  Fancy,  the  Alder  and 
Black,  and  Red  Palmers,  with  Silver  Twist,  are  among  the 
best  flies.  A  recent  take  of  four  dozen  ia  reported 
from  the  Erme,  but  sport  on  the  Avon  is  quiet.  Big 
trout,  too,  have  been  creeled  on  the  Dart.  Otters  are 
doing  a  deal  of  damage  to  the  fishing  in  many  districts. 
Evening  fishing  on  the  Upper  Tamar  and  adjicent 
streams,  last  week,  gave  fair  results.  Mr.  C.  Woodley 
got  seventeen,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  filtjen,  whilst  two  rods 
secured  two  dozen  on  Saturday.  The  Coachman,  Motte, 
and  Wickham  are  the  best  flies.  Excellent  sport  was 
obtained  in  the  Ashwater  district  last  week.  One  rod  had 
a  lot  of  twenty-one  in  two  hours,  six  being  killed  ia 
one  pool  with  the  Coachman.  A  day's  fishing  gave  a 
basket  of  seventy  to  the  same  rod,  with  the  Alder  and 
Peacock  Blue,  fish  rising  so  freely  that  two  were  taken 
with  one  cast.  A  lady  took  a  pounder  from  one  of  the 
pools. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — May  Fly  is  still  "  on  "  here- 
abouts, though  they  are  now  mostly  grey.  The  following, 
amongst  others,  have  done  well  in  this  district ;  Messrs. 
Coxon,  W.  Nuttall,  Grindy,  Gossard,  Major  Tinsley,  and 
Col.  Fleming.  We  have  had  plenty  of  rain,  and  sport 
prospects  are  still  good.  The  Quill  Gnat  has  done  well  on 
the  Dove  Dale  length  of  late.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster 
(Ashbourne). 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  river  since  last  report  has  not 
altered  in  its  condition,  and  continues  very  low  and  clear. 
A  few  catches  have  been  effected,  but  so  meagre  are  they 
that  an  accurate  record  is  unobtainable.  On  Wednesday 
much  interest  was  evinced  by  several  ladies  and  gentlemen 
(local  angling  enthusiasts  principally)  in  the  turning  into 
the  Bsk  of  nearly  3000  fish.  The  fish  were  reared  in  the 
private  hatchery  of  Miss  Daisy  Walker,  a  daughter  of  that 
ardent  angler,  Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  J. P.,  who  deserves 
much  credit  for  the  alls  manner  in  which  they  have  been 
handled.  The  fish  were  turned  down  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, some  of  which  were  from  2Jin.  to  3in.  in  length,  and 
which  will  doubtless  be  an  acquisition  to  the  river.  The 
aid  of  Mr.  Luke,  the  head  keeper,  was  requisitioned,  and 
the  operation  terminated  successfully. — J.  Jackson. 

£xe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  has  changed 
considerably  daring  past  few  days,  rain  falling  briskly  on 
Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday.  Although  not  sufhoient 
to  bring  the  river  up,  it  has  nicaly  freshened  it,  and  has 
also  caused  an  enjoyable  change  in  temperature.  Trout 
have  not  fed  well  recently,  and  with  the  exception  of  some 
good  bags  of  eels,  not  much  has  yet  been  done  with  the 
coarse  fish.  It  is  full  early  for  the  roach  to  put  on  can- 
dition,  and  very  few  of  our  roach  artists  will  commence 
operations  for  a  month  or  so  to  come.  A  lamentable  loss 
of  trout  has  occurred  in  the  river  Ockment  during  the  pist 
week,  caused,  it  is  feared,  from  a  leakage  of  some 
poisonous  acid  into  the  stream  near  Okehampton.  Some 
hundreds  of  fish  turned  up,  among  them  many  fine  speci- 
mens from  IJlb.  to  21b.  each.  This  is  a  sad  blow  to  the 
moor  stream  rodeters. — Red  Palmer. 

Feu  Di&trict  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 
The  condition  of  the  drains  for  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  were  not  altogether  sitisfactory.  Many  of 
them  had  run  low,  from  the  long  drought,  and  the  water 
was  stale  and  very  fine,  consequently,  the  citching  of  fish 
was  somewhat  difficult.  Roach  were  very  backward,  but 
bream,  on  the  other  hand,  were  sunning  themselves,  but 
indisposed  for  feeding.  Baskets  were  light,  and  captures 
were  chiefly  confined  to  perch  and  dac?.  Trout  fishers  are 
having  a  good  time  of  it. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.). — The  opening  of  the 
fishing  season  on  the  Idle  was  not  very  promising,  and 
many  of  those  who  patronised  this  district  turned  their 
attention  to  the  drains  about  Haxey  and  Keadby.  Bream 
in  this  district  promised  to  provide  fairly  good  sport. 
Some  fair  baskets  were  reported  from  the  old  Warping 
Drain  and  the  Bandspinner's  Drain,  but,  until  the  raia 
came  on  Sunday,  they  met  with  poor  success.  This  weak 
the  promise  is  far  better.  Dace  are  furnishing  some  fair 
sport  where  they  exist  in  quantity.  Prospects  will  improve 
with  the  downfall. — L. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  rains  are  badly  wanted 
to  freshen  up  the  L?a,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
to-day  week  roach  fishing  re-opens.  There  have  been  a 
few  showers,  but  they  have  proved  of  little  benefit.  The 
river  is  very  sluggish  and  weedy,  and  the  dace  anglers  have 
not  done  much.  Good  trout  have  been  seen  on  the  move 
at  Ware  and  Hertford,  tut  I  cannot  hear  of  any  note- 
worthy captures  this  week.  Too  late  to  record  last  week, 
news  reached  me  that  a  41b.  trout  had  been  landed  in  the 
Ware  district.  The  fish  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Elsworthy 
while  spinning.  To-day  week,  fishing  for  bream,  barbel, 
tench,  chub,  and  carp  re-opens  in  the  Lea.  Big  dace  ought 
to  reward  anglers  on  the  tributary  Rib  now.  In  the 
Stort,  roach  anglers,  so  far,  have  had  light  baskets.  The 
fish  have  barely  got  over  their  spawning,  and  are  not  in 
condition.  In  the  mill  pool  at  Sawbridgeworth  a  few 
decent  roach  have  been  landed. — Izaak  Walton. 

LugiT  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  streams  are  now  running  stained,  and  havejrisen  a 
little  owing  to  the  heavy  falls  of  rain  ia  this  part  at  the 


beginning  of  the  week,  but  it  is  running  clear  quickly,  and 
should  not  interfere  with  sport  next  week.  The  rain  has 
refreshed  the  river,  and  the  fish  have  been  more  on  the 
move,  and  are  inclined  to  sport  well,  and  by  Saturday,  if 
there  is  no  more  rain,  sport  should  be  good.  A  few  rods 
have  been  out  bottom  fishing,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of 
trout  have  been  landed.  The  Pinsley  is  running  stained, 
but  clearing  quickly,  and  sport  should  be  good  on  it. — 
Gwynne. 

Lugg,   Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Einifsland).— 

After  rather  more  than  three  weeks'  spell  of  hot,  bright 
days,  followed  by  cold  nights  (often  frosty),  and  wind 
almost  constantly  N.B,,  the  weather  broke  on  Sunday, 
when  rain  set  in,  and  since  we  have  experienced  some  fierce 
storms,  accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning.  The 
rivers  have  risen  some  6in.  to  9in.  of  very  dirty  water,  and, 
with  favourable  weather,  will  not  be  in  good  order  before 
the  beginning  of  coming  week,  when,  a?  far  as  can  be 
judged,  sport  should  be  good. — S.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbiidge).— Some  good  takes  of  chub, 
bream,  and  roach  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  society  above 
the  town  since  the  opening,  the  hon.  ee3retary  securing 
one  chub  of  S^lb. ;  and  Mr.  Gray,  a  roach  of  l|lb.  Mr. 
R.  Race,  on  June  16,  landed  a  trout  of  IJlb.  Plenty  of 
fish  in  the  river. — A.  Barnes. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  rain  that  was  so  much 
needed  in  this  district  has  fallen,  and  brought  about  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  river  in  the 
parts  close  to  Peterborough,  which  last  week  T^aa  fast 
becoming  an  eyesore  from  the  lowness  of  the  water.  Since 
the  rain  our  anglers  have  turned  out,  and  some  have  been 
repaid  with  faiily  good  sport,  a  decent  Jot  of  roach  having 
been  taken.  Bottom  fishing  for  eels  has  been  good,  and 
some  fair  specimens  have  been  caught.  Higher  up  the 
river,  nearer  Northampton,  in  consequence  of  the  water 
being  held  up  by  the  locks,  the  river  is  in  better  condition, 
and  some  good  sport  should  be  obtained.  At  Earl's 
Barton,  Mr.  E.  Drage,  a  member  of  the  Angling  Associa- 
tion, caught  a  fine  tench  weighing  over  41b. — B.  A.  S. 

Ous9  (Holywell  Ferry). — The  rain  is  putting  a  much 
better  colour  into  the  water.  Dace  and  chub  have  been 
taken  here  up  to  SJlb.,  and  also  some  good  bream,  for  tie 
start  of  the  seatoa.  Mr.  Lane,  president  of  the  Mild- 
may's  (the  gentleman  who  manipalated  the  landing  net 
to  my  21b.  12oz.  perch  last  season),  was  run  and  smashed 
np  by  a  large  peich.  Roach  are  coming  on  nicely. — A. 
Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).- The  water  is  in  fair  condition 
in  some  stretches  of  the  river,  in  others  it  is  low  and  stale. 
We  are  having  some  nice  showers  just  now,  which  should 
improve  prospects  considerably.  At  present  very  little  has 
lean  done,  except  that  Mr.  NichoUs,  of  this  town,  has 
had  fair  sport  with  the  perch. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.).— River  very  weedy,  which 
makes  it  troublesome  to  the  angler.  A  nice  rain  would 
also  improve  matters.  Perch  up  to  l|lb.,  chub  up  to 
.31b.  2Joz  ,  and  pike  up  to  251b.  have  been  brought  in.  _  The 
latter,  though,  came  by  rail  from  Brighton,  and  will  be 
remembered  as  the  Holywell  pike,  taken  there  twenty- 
four  years  ago,  and  has  been  presented  to  us  by  our  much- 
esteemed  friend  Mr.  S.  R.  Osborne.  Eighteen  new 
members  were  elected  last  Tuesday  night,  and  I  am  ready 
and  willing  to  enrol  more  and  make  them  welcome.  All 
things  considered,  I  believe  St.  Ives  and  district  anglers 
will  do  well,  and  have  good  eport  in  seasons  1899-1900. — 

E.  COLLINSON. 

Ouse  (8t.  Neots). — The  season  this  year  has  opened 
more  satisfactorily  than  for  several  years  past.  Very  few 
of  the  local  anglers  have  yet  been  out;  but  the  few 
visitors  who  have  done  so  have  met  w  ith  very  fair  sport, 
and  seem  quite  pleased  with  themselves.  The  water  is  a 
nice  colour,  and  at  its  normal  height  as  it  generally  is,  and 
fish  of  all  sorts  and  sizes  are  plentiful.  I  have  myself 
watched  the  chub  in  one  of  their  favourite  swims,  and 
seen  them  in  shoals,  many  being  five  or  six-pounders, 
and  they  rise  well  to  any  small  thing  thrown  into  the 
water,  therefore  I  am  confident  that  fly  fishermen  would 
be  well  repaid  for  a  visit  to  this  locality.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Boddy,  of  Richmond,  got  some  very  nice  perch  up  to 
about  lib. ;  and  on  Tuesday  morning,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Hickmott,  he  caught  a  large  numbar  of  roach,  many 
of  lib.,  and  some  exceeding  that  weight.  Later  in  the 
day  they  caught  several  more,  tut  they  were  smaller. 
This  (Wednesday)  morning  he  caught  a  nice  roach  of  l^lb., 
besiles  a  number  of  smaller  ones  ;  and  a  lad,  fishing  from 
the  bridge,  got  a  jack  of  51b.,  and  an  eel  of  21b.  Eels  seem 
to  be  plentiful  this  year,  several  up  to  31b.  having  been 
taken.  It  is  years  since  I  have  been  able  to  report  favour- 
ably upon  Ouse  fishing  ;  but  I  hope  we  have  now  reached 
the  turning  point.  Tha  river  in  the  early  morning  is,  I 
am  told,  literally  black  with  bream  in  some  places. — Wm. 
Nash. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Fly  fishing  has  im- 
proved  during  the  last  week.  A  good  deal  of  rain  has 
fallen,  and  little  freshets  at  intervals  have  great  benefited 
the  river.  A  well-known  rod  killed  on  Thursday,  June  15, 
on  Mr.  RoUe's  water,  eight  trout,  weighing  C|lb.  This 
is  phenomenal  for  the  Otter.  Your  reporter  killed  on 
Saturday,  June  17,  twelve  fish  at  Ottery  St.  Mary,  running 
two  to  the  pound  ;  and  the  same  day  another  rod,  on  Mr. 
Rolle's  water,  took  a  like  number.  The  river  to-day, 
June  21,  is  in  nice  condition.  The  likeliest  times  are  from 
8  am.,  or  even  earlier,  to  11  a.m.,  and  from  5  pm.  to 
9.30  p.m.  The  killing  flies  have  been  small  Blue  and 
Red  Uprights,  Iron  Blue,  Wickham,  and  Alder. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Rain,  which  the  farmers  add  fishermen 
have  been  praying  for,  has  come,  and  the  fields,  fruit 
gardens,  and  the  rivers  will  all  benefit  by  it.  Some  nice 
trout  over  Jib.,  and  some  ilb.,  have  been  taken  in  the  Tavy. 
There  has  been  no  time  yet  to  get  reports  after  the  rain, 
hut  I  expect  some  few  peal  will  be  grassed  to-day  and  to- 
morrow.—William  Hbaedeb, 
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Savensbaurne  and  Eeston  Ponds. —  Some  fish 
have  been  taken  lately  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bromley 
both  by  fly  and  paste.  Among  a  number  o£  small  roach 
■which  I  had  from  a  private  pDnd  (near)  on  June  17,  with  a 
Wickham,  was  a  good  sized  dace,  which  fish  are  not 
common  in  these  ponds.  The  large  carp  can  be  seen,  but 
not  caught.—.!.  P.  T. 

Severn,  Vyinwy,  Tanat,  axd  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Duricg  the  early  part  of  this  week  a  long  wished- 
for  and  most  welcome  change  took  place  in  the  weather, 
which  is  at  present  all  that  can  possibly  be  desired  both 
for  anglers  and  excursionists,  as  the  tropical  heat 
expariercad  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  past  month  has 
been  succeeded  by  most  refreshing  showers,  which  have 
done  immense  good  to  the  parched-up  land  and  freshened 
the  rivers,  which  were  getting  very  low  and  much  too  clear 
for  angling.  Owing  to  the  dust  from  the  highways  being 
so  suddenly  washed  into  the  rivers,  they  have  been  much 
discoloured  during  the  past  few  days,  but  are  fast 
recovering  their  condition,  and  at  the  present  time  are 
quite  at  their  best  for  trolling  and  worm  fishing.  The 
close  time  for  coarse  fish  having  now  expired,  anglers  are 
busy  with  all  kinds  of  lares  for  them,  and  some  very  nice 
chnb,  roach,  perch,  and  dace  are  taken  daily  from  the 
Severn  and  Vymwy,  as  well  as  pike,  which  are  very 
numerous  in  these  rivers,  and  have  iccreased  in  numbers 
so  much  recently  in  the  Tanat  that  it  is  intended  shortly 
to  net  the  lower  part  of  it,  to  take  cut  as  many  of  these 
marauders  as  can  be  secured,  and  also  the  chub,  which  are 
also  getting  too  plentiful  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river, 
which  is  also  well  stocked  with  very  fine  dace  as  well  as 
trout.  The  largest  salmon  ever  captured  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood was  taken  a  few  days  ago  from  the  Severn,  near 
to  where  that  river  is  joined  by  the  Yjrnwy,  about  two 
miles  balow  Llicdiinio  Bridge.  This  salmon  weighed 
oUb.j.apd  was  in  splendid  ccndition.  The  fortunats 
individual  who  secured  this  piize  was  an  old  fisherman, 
well  known  in  the  vicinity,  named  James  Evans. — 
Vybnwy. 

Sassez  Rivers   and  Chichester  Cansl.— The 

openiog  of  the  coirje  fishing  has  not  been  up  to  expecta- 
tions. Eivers  were  low  atd  bright,  and  the  weeds  a 
nnisarca.  The  Adur,  with  the  tide  flowing,  was  covered 
with  green  we^d  ;  and  althoueh  several  roach  were  taken, 
there  was  nothing  exceeding  lib.  On  the  Cuckmere  water 
only  small  roach  and  bream  were  ciptured  ;  while  from 
the  Oase  above  Lewes  dace  were  taken  with  fly,  and  a 
Lewes  angler  took  nine  chub  fly  fishing.  From  the  tidal 
waters  below  the  mills  roach  were  secured  with  wheat, 
and  here  the  heaviest  bags  have  been  made.  A  few  anglers 
have  patronised  the  Eother,  and  met  with  sport  among 
dac3  and  roach.  A  trout  of  IJlb.  was  taken  with  gentles 
while  roaching.  The  canal  at  Chichester  has  been  well 
pitronised,  and  the  iuvecilea  have  had  good  sport  with 
small  roach  and  bream.  An  eel  of  2Jlb.  was  taken  on 
dead  bait,  and  bream  up  to  2Jlb.  with  paste  and  gentles. 
Bass  fishing  is  now  good  in  the  harbours.  At  Little- 
himpton  good  sport  has  been  had.  Bass  up  to  SJlb.  have 
been  taken.  Soft  crab  or  sand-eel  is  the  leading  bait. 
Eaia  is  bidly  wanted  to  clear  rivers  ere  good  sport  can  be 
ob'ained.— Geoege  F.  Salter. 

Stonr  (Bures,  Snffolk).— The  water  is  very  clear,  and 
with  no  stream  runciEg  spoit  is  rather  slow.  No  doubt 
the  chief  cause  is  that  the  fish  have  not  yet  got  over 
the  spawning  operations,  as  the  roach  and  bream, 
especially  in  the  deep  water,  were  in  full  spawn  on  the 
Gih  of  June.  A  good  many  anglers  were  out  on  the  18th, 
but  little  was  done,  one  or  two  decent  roach  being  taken, 
chiefly  with  the  caddis  bait.  On  the  20th  a  local  angler 
had  twenty  rudd  in  an  evening's  fishing,  the  largest  lib. 
14oz.  We  are  wanting  rain  badly  to  put  some  colour  into 
the  water. — W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

T*w  (Noith  Devon).— Mr.  Brieirly  has  taken  Eome 
good  trout  recently.  Another  angler  had  a  nice  catch  of 
dace ;  whilai  another  captured  over  a  hundred  bass  close 
to  the  town.  Rain  falling,  which  is  much  needed.  Salmon 
netsmen  are  doing  a  little  better,  but  water  too  low  for 
fish  to  run  up.  At  Bashleigh  Weir  a  fine  dog  otter  of  211b. 
was  taken  after  a  three  hours'  hunt. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter^  Cardiganshire).— Fishing  not 
at  all  good  at  preset.  Water  very  low,  and  rain  much 
needed. — H. 

Teme  (Iiiicllow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  wag  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level  up  to  Monday,  when  a  change  came. 
Heavy  rain  fell  oa  Sunday,  and  again  on  Tuesday,  and  on 
Wednesday  the  water  was  coloured  and  had  risen  about  a 
foot.  Thunder  was  had  iu  the  district,  and  more  rain 
threatens.  The  rain  has  greatly  refreshed  the  water,  and 
has  improved  the  prospects  of  sport,  and  to-day 
(Wednesday)  the  fish  were  sporting  fairly  well  at  the  fly, 
although  the  water  was  coloured.  There  have  been  a  goccl 
few  anglers  out  since  the  rain,  and  the  baits  used  have 
been  worm  and  bee  grub,  and  some  very  tine  dishes  of 
trout  have  been  landed.  Fly  fishing  has  been  ((uiet  this 
week,  but  if  there  is  no  more  rain  sport  should  be  gcod 
by_  Saturday  with  the  Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  Marlow  Buzz, 
Wickbam,  Black  Gnat,  Brown  and  White  Moths.  May 
Fly  hag  quite  disappeared.  On  Saturday  an  angler  near 
New  Bridge  landed  a  fine  trout,  over  IJlb.,  with  fly.  On 
Monday  six  good  trout  were  taken  with  worm.  In  the 
Ashford  water  a  bracj  of  trout  were  taken. — S.  L. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— The  Teme  in  this  part  hag  been 
visited  this  week  with  some  heavy  falls  of  rain,  and  thnnder 
has  been  had  in  the  district;  and  the  water,  which  was 
clear  and  getting  low,  has  been  refreshed,  and  is  now  a 
nice  level,  and  is  a  little  coloured,  but  it  has  begun  to  run 
clear  again,  and  by  Saturday,  if  we  have  no  more  rain,  it 
f  hould  l>e  in  splendid  order  for  fishing.  Since  the  rain  the 
fish  have  V^een  well  on  the  feed,  and  there  has  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out.  Fly  fishing  has  been  slow,  but  worm  has 
ac'jounted  for  some  fine  trout.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
&>h  are  beginning  to  rise,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are 


good  if  we  get  no  more  rain .  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwjche 
stained. — Worcestek. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  opening  day  found  chub 
fishermen  to  the  fore,  several  good  fish  being  taken  from 
the  Muskham  waters,  both  by  fly  and  bottom  fishermen. 
Early  in  the  morning  Mr.  J.  T.  Allcock  was  whipping  the 
shallows  and  taking  and  returning  chub,  the  best  of  which 
reached  21b.  15cz.  Throughout  the  day  intense  heat 
prevailed,  and  nothing  was  accomplished,  but  towards 
evening  the  fish  took  worms  fairly  well,  and  a  few  barbel 
also  fell  to  the  sane  lure,  Mr.  H.  Mountney  having  a  nice 
mixed  bag  of  about  2Ub.  Saturday  and  Monday  also 
found  them  taking  worms,  Mr.  G.  Wadling  (of  Sheflield) 
bagging  over  201b.,  and  Mr.  F.  Kirk  several,  including  a 
barbel  51b.  2oz.  Eels  provide  plenty  of  sport,  and  they 
are  evidently  very  numerous  this  season,  but  few  flounders 
have  been  secured.  Roach  are  still  scouring  in  the 
weeds,  and  best  left  alone  for  a  week  or  two.  Bream  are 
not  yet  feeding,  though  some  fair  shoals  have  been  seen. 
A  big  sturgeon  is  roaming  about  the  Muskham  waters 
astonishing  those  who  have  not  previously  seen  one. 
— Trentsidee. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).— The  angling  season 
here  has  opened  favourably,  and  it  is  generally  conceded 
that  good  sport  should  be  obtained,  as  there  is  a  capital 
stcck  of  roach  and  dace  in  the  river. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  &o.  (3Iid-IiincolnBhire). — A  good  many 
visitors  went  down  the  Witham  for  the  opening  of  the 
season  on  Friday  and  Saturday.  Conditions  were  against 
them  on  these  days,  and  the  fish  took  much  catching. 
Various  baits  were  tried,  but  potato  is  reported  to  have 
been  the  most  successful.  Baskets  were  light  on  the 
Witham,  but  best  work  was  done  on  the  Mount  Pleasant 
drain.  Bream  seemed  to  be  the  fish  ia  best  condition. 
Prospects  improved  after  the  rainfall,  and  on  Mocdiy 
captures  were  more  numerous.  So  far  baskets  worth 
reporting  are  few  and  far  between.  Roach  are  very 
backward. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The  above 
livers  are  in  order  for  all  kinds  of  angling,  and  some 
fairly  good  baskets  of  fish  have  been  obtained,  chiefly  by 
fly  fishing  and  using  the  minnow,  where  this  latter  ia 
allowed.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Wye,  both  private 
and  public  water,  have  yielded  some  very  good  baskets  of 
fish.  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  J. P.,  with  the  fly,  took  nine 
and  a  half  brace,  all  good  fish,  from  private  water. 
Several  others  also  have  obtained  very  nice  creels  between 
Bakewell and  Filleford  Bridge  (public  water).  The  Matlcck 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  jielded 
some  very  good  fish,  a  member  from  Manchester,  one 
or  two  nice  fish;  Mr.  C.  H.  Maule  having  been  very 
successful  with  fly  and  minnow  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Lawton,  on 
Saturday,  two  or  three  nice  trout ;  also  Mr.  Newton, 
below  Cromford,  having  landed  a  few  good  fish.  Several 
anglers  at  Homesford  and  Whatstandwell  have  obtained 
some  very  nice  fish  by  dibbing  under  the  bushes  in  the  day- 
time and  bottom  fishing  in  the  evening.  The  steady  rain 
we  had  on  Sunday  evening  and  again  on  Tuesday  mornirg 
slightly  coloured  the  water,  but  not  enough  to  interfere 
with  angling  pursuits,  only  an  improvement.  As  graylin? 
is  now  in  season,  and  these  rivers  are  well-stocked  with 
this  sporting  fish,  with  this  fresh  on  the  prospect  should 
be  very  gord  for  the  next  few  days. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — Sport  has  been  at  a  discount 
the  past  week.  The  lains  of  the  last  few  days  may 
improve  the  fishing.  The  Hawkstone  Otter  Hounds 
hunted  the  river,  three  otters ;  best  bait,  worm. — W.  B. 

ROBEETS. 

Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  Wharfe,  Aire,  Cuss,  &c. 
(Yorkshire). — The  drought  gave  way  to  genial  showers 
on  Sunday,  followed  by  more  on  Tuesday,  and  again  to- 
day, the  rain  coming  in  time  to  make  the  farmers  look  a 
little  more  pleasant  than  they  have  done  reoantly,  for  they 
had  began  to  despair  for  the  turnip  crop,  and  if  the 
drought  had  lasted  another  week  the  grass  and  corn  would 
have  suffered  very  considerably.  Up  to  now  the  thirsty 
earth  has  swallowed  it  all  as  it  fell,  and  there  is  no  altera- 
tion in  the  low  and  clear  state  of  our  streams.  Conse- 
quently the  bottom  fishermen  have  only  met  with  moderate 
sport  with  but  few  exceptions.  There  was  a  good  turn  out 
at  the  bottom  end  of  the  Tore  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
Ouse  on  Saturday,  maggot  being  the  favourite  bait ;  but 
the  takes  of  the  club  men  were  light.  Higher  up  the 
Yore  at  Ripon  little  had  been  done  exc?pt  a  few  pike  in 
the  deeps,  and  trout  fishing  at  Tanfield  and  Masham  has 
been  quiet  ;  this  remark  will  apply  to  the  river  right 
up  to  Midclleham,  where  in  the  deeps  some  pike  have 
been  taken  live  baiting,  the  largest  fish  being  one  of  101b. 
Both  tbe  Stone  Fly  and  the  May  Fly  have  disappeared. 
The  Brown  Owl,  Blue  Partridge,  Knotted  Midge,  Black 
Midge,  Bracken  Clock,  Orange  Partridge,  and  Stone 
Midge  are  now  good  flies,  but  Mr.  James  Blades  and  Mr. 
Ellec,  of  Brierfield,  have  killed  some  good  baskets  of  trout 
with  Bradshaw's  Fancy  and  Claret  Dun.  Other  anglers 
have  done  well  in  the  Hawes  Association  water  with  the 
Maggot  in  tbe  evenings,  and  some  good  trout  have  been 
killed  at  dusk  with  the  Bustard.  Until  we  have  a  freshet 
matters  on  the  Upper  Swale  will  remain  quiet.  The  trout 
caught  during  the  past  week  have  been  taken  with  the  up- 
stream worm.  But  few  anglers  have  been  cut,  but  from 
Morton  down  to  its  junction  with  the  Ouse  it  has  been 
well  patronised  by  the  coarse  fishermen,  but  the  takes  of 
roach,  dace,  chub,  &c.,  have  been  moderate,  and  will 
continue  so  until  a  flood  clears  the  river.  As  far  as  the 
tributaries  of  the  rivers  are  concerned,  the  best  returns  come 
frcm  the  Codbeck,  a  Northallerton  angler  having  fine 
sport  last  Saturday,  killing  four  brace  of  good  trout  wi'h 
the  Green  Drake ;  and  in  the  B(dale  beck  the  Rev.  M. 
Guffin  (of  Harrogate),  Mr.  John  King,  Mr.  J.  Macauley, 
Mr.  F.  W.  Dobby,  and  others  have  also  done  fairly,  the 
last-named  gentleman  killing  a  good  pike  with  the  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon,  one  of  the  best  baits  for  trout  or  pike  that 
can  be  used.   In  the  Cover,  oloee  to  its  junction  in  the 


Yore,  I  got  a  fine  dish  of  trout  with  the  natural  minnow, 
fished  on  fine  Ariel  tackle.  Higher  up  this  stream,  Mr. 
Chaytoi-  has  done  well  with  the  up-stream  w  irm.  The 
North-Eaatern  Company  have  issued  a  capital  guide  to  the 
hotels  and  furnished  lodgings  in  farmhouses  and  searide 
and  country  villages  in  the  district  served  by  the  company, 
which  includes  the  Yorkshire  dales,  rivers,  and  moors, 
the  Lake  District,  the  \'r,rk3hire  and  Northumberland 
coasts,  the  Roman  Wall  district,  and  the  Scottish 
Borderland.  The  guide  confa'ns,  in  addition  to 
information  with  reference  to  hotels  and  furnished 
lodgings,  an  illustrated  and  descriptive  introduction.^  a 
large  map,  and  several  full-page  illustrations.  The  guide 
can  be  obtained  free  from  the  superintendent  of  the  line, 
York,  or  at  any  North-Eastern  station.  Intending  viiitors 
would  do  well,  before  making  their  summer  angling 
arrangements,  to  obtain  a  copy.  Good  sport  has  been  met 
with  on  the  Wharfe  at  Ilkley,  one  ang'ur  securing  a  good 
basket  dapping  with  the  natural  fly.  (^aite  a  rush  was 
made  for  the  waters  in  the  Leeds  district  at  the  week-end 
by  the  Leeds  bottom  fishermen,  and  many  of  the  clubs 
fished  "  off  matches."  On  the  whole,  very  fair  sport  was 
obtained,  but  no  "  big  hauls "  have  been  recorded.  At 
Roundhay  Park,  on  the  opening  day,  fishermen  were  to  be 
seen  all  round  the  big  lake,  and  in  some  parts  so  close 
together  that  one  could  have  imagined  it  to  have  been 
a  "  pegged-down  match."  The  takes,  on  the  whole, 
were  small,  and  only  two  or  three  of  the  rain- 
bows were  reported  caught.  On  Monday  night  Mr. 
Parkinson  caught  a  good  dish  of  rainbows  with  fly, 
and  Mr.  Fenwick  has  also  had  good  sport.  The 
fishery  exhibition  at  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Call-lane, 
Leeds,  having  been  so  great  a  success,  will  remain  open  a 
few  days  longer.  Several  additional  exhibits  have  been 
aaded.  Sport  at  Tadcaster  has  been  good,  Messrs. 
Richmond  and  Shepherd  getting  a  mixed  lot  of  over  a 
hundred  fish. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph.— a  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
past  six  or  eight  hours,  and  there  is  fresh  water  running 
down  some  of  our  streams  to-day.  There  is  sure  to  be  a 
freshening  all  round,  and  prospects  for  sport  next  week 
could  not  be  better.  The  maggot  is  the  best  bait  for 
bottom  fishing,  and  the  Brown  Owl,  Bracken  Clock, 
Knotted  Midge,  and  Stone  Midge  are  the  best  flies.— J.  E. 
MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

By  Telegraph  (Friday).— The  little  fresh  water  that 
ran  down  the  broDks  has  made  no  alteration  to  the  main 
rivers,  which  are  yet  as  low  and  clear  as  ever.  We  look 
like  having  more  rain,  and  prospects  for  'sport  for  next 
week  are  improved. — J.  E.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  (Hotel  Waters).— On  June  10, 
Messrs.  Campbell  Gibson  and  B^U,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  100  trout,  28:b  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Blomefield  and  Mrs. 
Blometield,  Devon,  sixty.  18lb.  ;  Mr.  Boyd,  Edinburgh,  on 
Loch  Cama,  thirty-four,  161b. ;  Dr.  and  Mr.  Chalmers, 
Aberdeen,  eighty-four,  27ib.  On  14th,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Blomefield,  Devon,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-eight  trout, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halcro,  Sunderland,  twenty-six,  81b.  ; 
Dr.  J.  Chalmers,  Aberdeen,  on  Loch  Veyaiia,  ninety,  301b. ; 
MacLaren  and  Cooper,  Glasgow,  on  loch  Cama,  twenty- 
nine,  SJlb.  ;  Gibson  and  Bell,  Edinburgii,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
sixty,  IS^lb. ;  and  Mr.  Boyd,  ninety,  221b.  On  15th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Halcro,  twenty-nine  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Blomefield,  on  Loch  Yeyatie,  twenty-five, 
81b.;  Gitson  and  Bell,  on  Loch  Urigill,  sixty,  ISib. ; 
Mr.  Bojd,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-nine,  121b.,  and 
three  ferox.  On  16th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blomefield,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty-eight  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halcro, 
twenty-four,  81b. ;  Mr.  Boyd,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty- 
four,  8ilb. ;  MacLaren  and  Couper,  on  Loch  Cama, 
fourteen,  191b. ;  Dr.  Chalmers,  on  Lech  Urigill,  135, 
391b.  ;  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Bell,  fifty,  lojlb.  On  l"th. 
Rev.  Mr.  Blomefield  and  Mrs.  Blomefield,  on  Loch 
Bourlan,  sixty  trout,  171b. ;  Dr.  Chalmers,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  twenty-four,  151b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halcro,  on 
Looh  Cama,  sixty,  IZjlb.  ;  Gibson  and  Bell,  fifty-two, 
151b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Brown,  Glasgow,  on  Looh  Urigill, 
seventy,  20lb. ;  MacLaren  and  Couper,  seventy,  211b.  On 
19th,  Gibson  and  Bell,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  teTentf  en  trout, 
71b.  ;  Mr.  Brown,  forty,  111b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halcro,  on 
Loch  Cama,  161b.  ;  Dr.  Chalmers,  103,  331b.  ;  MacLaren 
and  Couper,  110,  281b.;  Mr.  Laing,  Kelso,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  eighty,  231b.;  Rev.  Mr.  Blomefield  and  Mis. 
Blometield,  eighty-six,  231b.— B. 

Aitnaharra  Hotel  Watars.— On  14th  inst.,  Mr. 
Sted,  on  Loch  Stank,  twenty-three  trout,  "lb. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Skirving,  on  Loch  Ellanach,  twenty-seven  trout, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  on  Loch  Loyal,  eighteen 
trout,  71b.  15th,  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Harald,  seventy 
trout,  181b. ;  Mr.  Steel,  on  Loch  Loyal,  ten  trout,  51b. ; 
Messrs.  Ta-.t  and  Langston,  on  Loch  Stank,  fourteen 
trout,  4Jlb.  16th,  Mr.  Steel,  on  Stank,  sixty  trout,  17ilb. ; 
Messrs.  Tait  and  Langston,  on  Meaddie,  forty  trout, 
10|lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skirvirg,  on  Hallam,  twenty-six 
trout,  8.Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  on  Meaddie,  forty- 
three  tiout,  141b.  17th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  on  Loch 
Haraid,  seventy-eight  trout,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Steel,  on 
Meaddie,  s'xty  trout,  14lb.  ;  Mr.  Skirving,  on  Stank, 
twenty-one  trout,  6Jlb.  19th,  Messrs.  Tait  and  Langston, 
on  Mtaddie,  forty  trout,  101b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skirving, 
on  Loch  Break  Bui,  thirty-six  trout,  lOJlb.  Mr.  Steel, 
on  Loyal,  one  feror,  61b.,  nine  trout,  "lb.;  Mr.  D. 
Munro,  on  Harald,  forty-six  trout,  16Ub. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown,  on  Loch  Farvie,  thirty  trout,  121b.  20th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Skirving,  on  Loch  Harald,  fifty  trout,  141b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  on  Meaddie,  fifteen  trout,  Uib. ; 
Mr.  Steel,  on  Loyal,  four  trout,  31b. ;  Messrs.  D.  M.  and 
D.  Munro,  on  Hallam,  eighty-one,  301b.— W.  D.  M, 
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Brcadalbane  Arms  Ho'. el  (Aberfeld) ).  —  Mr. 

Mclntrsh,  Dundee,  fished  Loch-na-Craig  yesterday,  and 
canjht  twenty-three  trout,  8|lb. 

Culag  Hotel  Waters.— On  lOtb,  MeFsrs.  Lovell 
fished  Looh  Lewn,  and  landed  a /eror  of  2Jlb.  ;  Messrs. 
Waterfield  and  a  Court,  on  Loch  Beanach,  two,  81b.  On 
l  l'.h,  Messrs.  Lovell,  on  Badmine,  one  of  4|lb.  On  16th, 
Messrs.  Waterfield  and  a  Court,  on  Gritse  Loch,  a/eroa; 
of  4ilb.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  Rod  fishing  on  the  river 
Deveron  cuntiuues  very  backward,  owing,  ot  course,  to  the 
long-continued  drought  having  reduced  the  water  so  much 
that  fish  have  refused  to  enter  it.  Since  the  beginning  of 
the  present  week,  however,  a  change  has  set  in,  and 
copious  showers  of  rain  have  fallen,  which,  it  is  hoped, 
will  continue  until  the  land  is  thoroughly  soaked,  and  the 
river  put  into  a  spate.  In  the  end  of  last  week  a  few 
salmon  and  trout  were  got  by  the  net  fishermen,  but  lately 
the  fishing  has  been  almost  nil.  On  the  coast  to- 
wards the  end  of  last  week  grilse  were  more  numerous,  but 
this  week  the  returns  from  all  the  stations  have  been  very 
poor.  However,  with  a  change  of  weather  the  fishing  may 
improve,  and  the  time  that  has  yet  to  go  before  the  season's 
close  may  bring  the  fishing  up  to  the  average  of  former 
years.— H.  W. 

Inchuadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland).— June  10, 
Mr.  Hurst,  (Jaavle  Bay,  ten  trouc,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Oakden, 
Head  Afsynt,  five  trout,  2Jlb.  June  12,  Messrs.  Hurst 
and  Oakden,  Loch  Awe,  sixty  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Cookson, 
Mid  Assynt,  twenty  trout,  Gib.;  Mr.  Corstorphine,  Loch 
Letteressie,  fifteen  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Bird,  Loch  Gillaroo, 
one  trout,  lib.  ;  Mr.  Findlater,  Castle  Bay,  ten  trout, 
31b.  June  13,  Mr.  Bindloss,  Inver,  six  trout,  51b. ;  Mr. 
BindloEB,  Inver,  eighteen  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Cookson,  Mid 
Assynt,  thirty-two  trout,  lUb.  ;  Mr.  Bird,  Loch  Awe, 
twenty-four  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Batchelor,  Skieg,  thirteen 
trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Corstorphine,  Looh  Gillaroo,  twelve 
trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Findlater,  Traligall,  eight  trout,  31b.  ; 
Messrs.  Hurst  and  Oakden,  Castle  Bay,  ten  trout,  51b. 
June  14,  Mr.  Batchelor,  Looh  Awe,  thirteen  trout,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Bird,  Inver,  ten  trout,  71b.  June  15,  Mr.  Oakden, 
Head  Assynt,  eight  trout,  31b.,  and  one  salmon,  61b. ;  Mr. 
Findlater,  Loch  Awe,  eighteen  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Bird, 
Mid  As-ynt,  ten  trout,  51b.,  and  one/eros,  41b.  June  16, 
Mr.  Whitehead,  Loch  Awe,  twelve  trout,  41b. ;  Mr. 
Hurst,  Loch  Letteressie,  eighteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Oakden, 
Inver,  eight  trout,  6Ib.  Jure  17,  Mr.  Findlater,  Head 
Assynt,  one  grike,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Hurst  and  Oakden, 
Loch  Awe,  forty-four  trout,  161b.  ;  Messrs.  Birl  and 
Morgan,  Castle  Bay,  six  trout,  51b. — W.  Wallace. 

K^^leskie  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland).  —  On 
6th,  Messrs.  Bird  and  Morgan,  London,  caught  five  sea 
trout,  lOJlb.  ;  the  heaviest  3 jib.  On  9th,  Mrs.  Robertson, 
Edinburgh,  made  a  basket  of  three  sea  trout,  71b.  On 
12th,  Mr.  C.  Mackenzie  had  three  sea  trout,  lOJlb.  (one 
weighed  4^1b.). — B. 

Iioch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).— Out 
from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  R.  A. 
Turnbull  caught  eight  trout ;  and  Dr.  Gowing,  six.  On 
Thursday,  Dr.  McGregor  and  Mr.  Stewart  bad  a  nice 
basket  of  twenty-eight  on  Loch  Chon ;  Mr.  Gunter  had 
eleven.  On  Friday,  Dr.  Gowing  caught  eleven ;  Mr. 
Yule,  five  ;  and  Mr.  Dick,  Invergyle  House,  sixteen.  On 
Saturday,  Mr.  Ewing  caught  nine  ;  and  Dr.  Gowing, 
tight.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Yule  caught  nine  ;  Mr.  R.  A. 
Turnbull,  fifteen;  and  Major-Gen.  Campbell,  ten.  On 
Tuesday,  Dr.  Gowing  caught  eleven  ;  Mr.  Fergus,  sixteen  ; 
Mr.  R.  A.  Turnbull,  eleven ;  Mr.  Yule,  ten ;  and  Major- 
Gen.  Campbell,  eleven.  The  baskets  are  showing  an 
imorovement  since  the  wet  weather  set  in. — H.  M. 

Iioch  Maddy  Hotel  Waters —On  June  12,  Messrs. 
Vallance  and  Porshouse,  fishing  Loch  Strumore,  had  ten 
fish,  average  weight  lib.  each  ;  and  on  June  13,  on  Loch 
Sheltan,  they  had  fourteen  fish  weighing  1.31b.,  heaviest 
fish  21b.  ;  on  the  sime  date  Mr.  Wood  had  141b.  on  Loch 
au  Dune.  On  June  14,  Messrs.  Vallance  and  Porshouse 
bad  nine  fish  weighing  lllb.,  heaviest  2Jlb.,  on  Loch  au 
Dune.— T.  D.  MacGeegor. 

Iioch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel),  N.B.— The  exceptionally 
bright  weather  ot  the  past  week  has  rendered  fishing 
almost  useless  during  the  day,  and  the  only  time  that  the 
trout  would  rise  to  the  fly  was  for  a  few  hours  during  the 
evening,  when  anglers  have  been  fairly  successful.  Fishing 
Loch  Mhor  on  June  12,  Mr.  J.  Sherriff,  of  Ceylon,  got  six 
trout,  weighing  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Carmichael,  Miss  Low,  and  Mr. 
Low,  Monifieth,  twenty-six,  151b. ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  of 
Norfolk,  twelve,  91b.  On  June  13,  Messrs.  Carmichael 
and  Low  got  twenty-two,  lOJlb. ;  ;MeBsrB.  Hawkina  and 
Parsons,  ten,  7Jlb.  On  June  14,  Messrs.  Low  and 
Carmichael  got  fifteen,  8Jlb.  On  .Tune  10.  Messrs.  Car- 
michael and  Low  got  fitteen,  81b.  On  June  17,  Mr. 
Sherriff  got  sixteen,  8Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Carmichael  and  Low, 
tiine,  lo^lb.— S.  TiLSTON. 

Uelvich Hotel(Sutherlandthire).— The  past  week 
w:)s  a  most  unsatisfactory  one  for  angling,  the  heat  being 
intense,  with  clear,  cloudless  sky.  On  June  15,  Mr. 
Nicholson  had  three  trout,  31b. _  On  16th,  Mr.  Lucas,  jun., 
had  thirteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Nicholson,  twenty-six,  lOlb.  ; 
Mr.  Adam,  twelve,  51b. ;  Mr.  C.  Randall,  four,  S^lb.;  Mr. 
W.  Randall,  four,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Pritchard,  thirteen,  71b.  On 
19th,  Mr.  Lucas  had  one  trout,  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Morrison, four, 
41b. ;  Mr.  C.  Randall,  three,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Harlo,  eighteen, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Pritchard,  twenty,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  W.  Randall, 

two,  1  Jib. — A.  MAf.I.NTO.SFI. 

North-East  of  Scotland.- Rain  at  last ;  hut  not 
enough  of  it  as  yet  to  swill  the  livero.  However^  the  dull 
outlook  portends  more  to  follow.  Sport  is  practically  at  a 
etandatill.  Arglers  have  been  leaving  for  the  south  in 
numbers  even  before  their  leases  have  expired.  Disap- 
pointment with  the  season's  results  is  but  a  faint  way  to 
indicate  the  feelings  of  eome  anglers  who  are  not  slack  at 
giving  loTcible  expreseion  to  the  disgust  they  undoubtedly 
feel.   Her  Majesty  moved  her  court  from  Balmoral  on 


Thursday  after  a  net  four  weeks'^  stay.  Queen's  weather 
and  not  angler's  weather  predominated  during  the  whole 
time,  and  although  the  pools  in  the  upper  waters  are  fairly 
stocked  with  fish,  bags  have  been  very  light.  Such  a  bad 
season  has  not  been  experienced  during  the  present 
decade.  On  the  Crathie  section,  Mr.  Nicol  had 
one  of  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Ferguson  one  of  61b.  On 
the  lower  Invercauld  water,  Mr.  Illingworth  creeled 
during  the  pist  week  one  of  7jlb.,  one  of  71b.,  two  of  81b. 
each,  and  one  of  OJlb.  On  the  upper  water,  Capt. 
Saundcrson  had  three  fish,  of  61b.,  61b.,  and  71b.  The 
Ballater  and  Cambus  O'May  waters  are  yielding  little  or 
nothing,  only  an  occasional  fish  being  got.  During  the 
past  spring  sport  has  been  very  backward,  the  worst  on 
recordj  in  fact.  Salmon  and  grilse  are  being  got  on  the 
coast  in  fair  numbers,  but  the  grilse  run  is  nothing  to 
what  it  should  be  at  this  season.  There  is  a  good  show  of 
sea  trout,  comparatively  speaking,  and  if  a  spate  comes  it 
will  jus''<  be  in  time  to  save  the  summer  grilse  run  from 
blank  failure. — G.  M. 

Overscaigf  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
On  9th,  Mr.  Dodgson,  Keston,  Kent,  fished  Upper  Flag 
beat,  and  caught  eighteen  trout,  15ilb.,  and  a  Salmo 
ferox  of  8lb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Jackson,  Wake- 
field, on  Mid-Shin,  twenty  trout,  lOlb.,  and  a  Salmo  ferox 
weighing  101b.;  Major  and  Miss  Dixon,  London,  on  Flag 
beat,  eighteen  trout,  9Jlb. ;  Canon  and  Mrs.  Faber,  Don- 
caster,  on  Loch  Merkland,  thirteen,  7ilb. ;  and  Dr. 
Paradox,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  on  Top  Shin  beat,  fourteen, 
61b.  On  16th,  Canon  and  Mrs.  Faber,  on  Loch  Griim, 
twenty-nine,  101b. ;  Rev.  Archdeacon  Prescott,  Carlisle, 
on  Upper  Flag,  fourteen,  8^1b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Leake, 
King's  Ljnn,  on  Top  Shin,  eighteen,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mra. 
Jackson,  on  Lower  Flag,  twenty,  81b.;  Majorand  Miss  Dixon, 
on  Mid-Shin,  fourteen,  81b.  On  17th,  Mr.  Clay,  Matlock, 
on  Upper  Fiag,  thirty-two,  141b. ;  Canon  and  Mr.  Faber, 
on  Top  Shin,  fifteen,  61b. ;  Rev.  Archdeacon  Prescott,  on 
Looh  Griam,  forty-three,  14|lb. ;  Mr.  Leake,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  thirteen,  61b. ;  Major  and  Miss  Dixon,  thirty, 
101b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson,  on  Mid-Shin,  thirteen, 
8ilb.,  besides  two  Salmo  ferox,  lljlb.  On  19th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walker,  Conper  Angus,  on  Fiag  beat,  seventy  trout, 
241b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Leake,  on  lower  Mid-Shin,  thirty- 
two,  141b. ;  Rev.  Archdeacon  Prescott,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land, thirty-one,  121b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson,  on  Loch 
Griam,  twenty,  91b. ;  Canon  and  Mrs.  Faber,  on  Looh 
Merkland,  nineteen,  7Jlb. ;  Major  and  Miss  Dixon,  on 
Mid-Shin,  nineteen,  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Clay,  on  Top  Shin, 
twenty-four,  101b.,  and  a,  ferox  of  61b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— For  a  period  of  tweity-five 
days  no  rain  has  fallen  in  Annandale.  On  Monday  and 
Tuesday  several  thunder  showers  fell,  just  sufficient  to  lay 
the  dust  on  the  highways.  The  showers  were  general 
over  the  South  of  Scotland  yesterday,  but  the  rainfall  has 
made  no  difference  to  the  rivers  ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
streams  are  lower  than  last  week.  There  was  some 
hope  last  night  (Tuesday)  that  we  were  going  to  have  a 
good  fall  of  rain.  For  three  days  the  barometer  fell,  but 
this  morning  the  mercury  is  rising  again,  and  while  we 
may  have  showery  weather  for  the  remainder  of  the 
week,  the  prospect  _  is  decidedly  against  any  near 
approach  of  a  sufBcient  downfall  of  rain  to  cause 
the  desired  spate.  There  is  more  bright  sunshine  to-day, 
with  a  light  east  wind  quite  unfavourable  for  sport.  From 
Wednesday  to  Monday  the  heat  was  tropical  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  and  although  the  air  is  much  cooler  it  is 
still  warm.  Day  angling  on  the  rivers  has  been  practically 
at  a  standstill  since  last  week's  notes.  The  only  sport  is 
with  the  night  fly,  or  with  the  clear  water  worm  fished  in 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning.  The  waters  are  so  low 
and  slow  running  that  the  finest  of  tackle  and  small  flies 
have  to  be  used,  and  even  then  the  sport  is  scarcely  worth 
the  candle.  In  the  Solway  nets  the  run  of  sea  trout 
still  keepj  up  wonderfully,  and  some  very  fine  ones 
have  been  captured  in  the  stake  nets  near  Annan. 
Grilse  are  not  making  much  of  a  show,  owing  to  the  over- 
fine  weather,  low  state  of  the  rivers,  and  absence  of  gales. 
The  water  bailiffs  hr.ve  beea  assisting  to  clear  the  pools  of 
"  poachers'  hanks,"  in  order  to  thoroughly  net  the  rivers, 
and  clear  out  the  pike  and  chub,  which  have  increased  so 
much  of  late  years.  All  the  pike  and  chub  are  to  be  killed, 
and,  probably,  the  most  of  them  buried  on  the  banks.  The 
following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  on  the  different  rivers  and 
lochs  of  this  district  since  last  week's  report.  The 
Annan. — Very  little  has  been  done  on  this  river.  Day 
fishing  has  not  been  followed,  owing  to  the  low  water  and 
the  excessive  sunshine  and  heat.  A  few  rods  have  been 
out  with  the  Night  Fly,  and  odd  sea  trout  have 
been  landed  on  different  stretches.  The  clear  water 
worm  (small  pink  worm),  on  fine  tackle,  has  also  accounted 
for  a  sea  trout  or  two,  besides  yellow  trout.  To  be 
successful  the  angler  recjuires  to  be  on  tba  river  in  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning.  Next  week-end  may  probably 
bring  a  berling  or  two  up  from  the  Solway.  Last  year 
these  trout  were  late  io  making  their  appearance,  and  it 
was  not  until  the  second  week  in  July  (11th)  that  the  first 
berling  was  caught.  The  Nith  and  Tributaries. — 
Despite  the  lowness  of  this  river  and  the  brilliant  weather 
prevailing  in  Upper  Nithsdale  during  the  past  fortnight 
some  really  good  baskets  of  trout  are  repoitsd.  In  fact 
(writes  a  correspondent),  it  is  many  years  now  since  the 
angling  was  so  good  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Nith,  and  the  trout  caught  are  just  as  lusty 
as  they  are  plentiful.  Last  week  quite  a  number  of  sea 
trout  were  taken  from  the  pools  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Sanquhar  Angling  Association,  and  it  was  no  un- 
common thing  to  find  two  or  three  burn  trout  of  Jib.  or 
over  in  the  baskets  which  were  taken.  Late  at  night  or 
early  in  the  morning  seem  to  be  the  best  times.  One 
angler  lias  taken  over  a  dozen  sea  trout  within  the  past 
three  weeks  in  the  Upper  Nith.  In  the  Thornhill  Mid- 
Nithsdale  waters  a  few  sea  trout  and  yellow  trout  have 
been  killed,  chiefly  after  dark,  with  the  night  fly.  Near 


Dumfries  the  sport  has  been  excessively  poor.  The  Nith  is 
a  capital  river  for  sea  trout,  the  best  in  the  Solway  for  trout. 
Ayrshire  Locns  and  Rivers. — A  goodly  number  of 
rods  have  been  out  on  the  lochs  of  this  district,  and  on 
favourable  days  the  sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  Loch 
Doon,  near  Dalmellington.  On  the  rivers  all  angling  has 
been  at  a  standstill  for  over  a  fortnight,  owing  to  the  low 
waters  and  very  bright  sunshine.  Mr.  Keen,  out  from  the 
Eglinton  Hotel  on  Wednesday  and  following  day,  killed 
forty-four  yellow  trout  with  fly  (heaviest  trout,  lib.). 
Messrs.  McGarva  and  Simpson  were  out  on  six  days,  and 
had  a  total  of  163  yellow  trout  with  fly.  On  Friday  seven 
rods  were  out,  all  members  of  the  Glasgow  Wanderers' 
Angling  Club.  The  total  catch  numbered  135  yellow  trout, 
weighing  26Jlb.  Mr.  J.  C.  Douglas,  a  visitor,  killed  twenty- 
two,  weighing  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  W.  Morrison  caught  twelve,  scaling 
31b.  12oz.  On  Saturday,  Messrs.  Malcom  and  Robertson 
killed  thirty-nine  with  fly.  Other  rods  have  had  pretty 
good  sport  this  week.  Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Owing  to  the  late  protracted  drought,  and 
consequent  low  water,  angling  has  been  almost  a  dead 
letter ;  as,  however,  rain  has  now  fallen  heavily  matters 
may  improve.  The  spring  salmon  fishing  may  be  reckoned 
a  failure,  and  the  hope  is  now  entertained  that  the  grilse 
Eea°on  may  in  some  measure  make  up  for  it.  As  an 
example  of  the  scarcity  of  fish,  it  is  estimated  that  every 
fish  caught  so  far  from  the  Tulchan  waters,  a  well-known 
reach  of  the  Spey,  has  cost  the  lessee  over  £10.  Good 
sport  is  to  be  had  in  the  evenings  and  mornings  at  present, 
as  there  are  plenty  of  large  trout  in  the  river.  From  the 
Wester  Elohies  water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman, 
had  a  salmon  of  lllb.,  while  from  the  Aberlonr  House 
water,  Mr.  McKenzie,  fisherman,  had  a  grilse  of  31b.  On 
the  Carron  House  section,  Mr.  Grant  killed  a  salmon  of 
7ilb.,  and  on  the  Laggan  water,  Mr.  Skinner,  a  newly  run 
one  of  lllb.— J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  June  7,  Mr.  Marshall, 
on  the  Kyle  of  Tongue,  had  seven  trout,  121b.  (heaviest, 
3Jlb.).  On  June  9,  Mr.  Webster,  on  the  Kyle,  six  trout, 
8lb.  (heaviest,  2Jlb.) ;  Mr.  Marshall,  on  the  Kyle,  sixteen 
trout,  12|lb. ;  Mr.  Cummins,  on  the  Kyle,  four  trout, 
61b.  (heaviest,  21b.) ;  Mr.  Livingstone,  on  the  Kyle,  two 
trout,  3ilb.  On  June  10,  Mr.  Cummins,  on  the  Kyle,  had 
two  trout,  3jlb. ;  Mr.  Webster,  on  the  Kyle,  two  trout, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Livingstone,  on  the  Kyle,  two  trout,  31b.  On 
June  12,  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  had  eight  trout ; 
Mr.  Livingstone,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twelve  trout,  4ilb. ; 
Mr.  Marshall,  on  Loch  Loyal,  eight  trout,  41b. ;  Messrs. 
Cummins  and  Webster  also  had  good  baskets  on  Loch 
Craggie.  On  June  13,  Mr.  Webster,  on  the  Kyle,  had 
three  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Cummins,  on  Looh  Craggie,  eleven 
trout,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Livingstone,  also  on  Loch  Craggie, 
sixteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  on  Loch  Slam,  nineteen 
trout,  91b.,  and  one  grilse,  31b.  On  June  14,  Mr.  Webster, 
on  Loch-na-hacon,  Eeven  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Livingstone,  on 
Kyle,  one  sea  trout,  31b.  On  June  15,  Mr.  Webster,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  sixteen  trout;  Mr.  Livingstone,  on  Loch 
Slam,  twenty  trout ;  Mr.  Marshall,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
sixteen  trout ;  Mr.  Cummins,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twenty- 
six  trout.  On  June  16,  Mr.  Webster,  on  Loch-na-hacon, 
twenty-nine  trout ;  Mr.  Marshall,  on  Loch  Slam,  sixteen 
trout,  61b.  On  June  17,  Mr.  Webster,  on  Loch  Slam,  had 
fifteen  trout;  Mr.  Marshall,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twelve 
trout,  SJlb.,  one  salmon,  61b.;  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch-na- 
hacon,  ten  trout,  31b. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
All  the  Border  rivers  have  been  running  in  very  smal 
volume  during  the  past  ten  days,  the  exceedingly  warm 
weather  we  have  been  experiencing  being  the  medium  of 
that  cause.  Trout  anglers,  however,  have  been  having 
fairly  good  baskets  of  trout,  both  with  fly  and  worm,  the 
latter  lure,  of  course,  being  used  during  the  day,  whilst 
the  takes  got  with  the  fly  have  been  killed  at  night. 
Evening  fishing  is  in  full  swing  now  amongst  all  the  fly 
anglers,  while  the  early  birds  are  out  with  the  worm  in 
the  morning.  The  fine  weather,  of  course,  precludes  all 
idea  of  salmon  angling,  and  this  branch  of  sport  is  in  the 
meantime  absolutely  n  il.  Some  of  the  trout  anglers  here 
have  been  very  successful  with  the  "creeper,"  but  the 
supply  is  now  just  about  exhausted  for  the  season.  Of 
those  who  have  done  best  in  the  trout  takes  during  the 
week  we  may  mention  Mr.  Lauder  Brown,  coachmaker, 
Kelso,  who  on  the  Tweed,  at  Rosebank,  near  Kelso,  killed 
a  fine  trout,  2Jlb.,  with  fly,  besides  which  he  had  about 
a  dozen  of  other  trout,  weighirg  in  the  aggregate  about 
51b.  Mr.  James  Steel,  fishmonger,  Kelso,  on  Friday 
morning  last  had  a  beautiful  clean  run  trout  of  41b.,  killed 
vrith  minnow ;  while  yesterday  (Tuesday)  he  had  fourteen 
trout,  which  weighed  6Jlb.  These  fish  were  killed  on  the 
Tweed  with  worm.  On  the  same  river  on  the  19th,  Mr. 
D.  Robson  had  81b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Stewart,  41b. ;  and  on  the 
following  diy  the  latter  angler  had  again  41b.  on  the 
Teviot.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  G.  Robson,  on  the  Tweed,  hid 
81b.  with  worm  ;  on  the  Teviot,  Mr.  T.  Turnbull,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Jas.  Walker,  41b. ;  Mr.  R.  Robertson,  6Jlb.  ;  and  Mr. 
James  Robertson,  3jlb. ;  Mr.  James  Atileck,  tailor  and 
clothier,  Helton,  had  8lb. ;  and  his  father,  an  old  veteran 
angler,  had  O^lb.  in  four  hours'  fishing.  With  the  fine 
weather  and  clear  water  the  presence  of  the  pike  in  the 
Tweed  and  Teviot  becomes  more  apparent  every  day.  At 
the  western  end  of  Kelso  Bridge,  in  the  pool  atthat  place, 
quite  a  number  of  thesa  trout  gormandisers  have  recently 
been  seen,  and  some  of  these  have  since  paid  the  penalty 
of  taking  a  spoon  bait. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Fiivate 
Waters,  and  Gortnorabbey  Hotel,  Loug'h  Conn). 

— Fishing  for  the  past  week  has  not  been  very  good  as  we 
are  not  having  favourable  weather,  but  the  prospect  for  the 
coming  week  is  good,  as  we  are  having  a  decided  change. 
It  is  raining  at  present,  and  this  will  biiag  in  a  number  of 
fresh  fish,  both  into  the  river  and  lough.    Mrs,  King) 
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during  the  past  week,  killed  four  salmon,  the  largest 
weighing  111b  ,  and  the  smallest  51b.  Mr.  King  killed  one 
salmon  weighing  Sib.,  and  made  SDme  good  baskets  of 
trout  aling  with  nine  pike,  the  largest  weighing  111b.  The 
Rev.  Canon  Daniel  killed  a  few  trout,  not  large.  Mr. 
Terry  killed  one  grilse  weighing  61b.  Mr.  Dove,  two 
grilse  weighing  >sib.,  and  lost  one  large  salmon. — 
Manager. 

Balliua  (Private  Waters,  Moy  Hotel).— Water 
in  good  order ;  salmon  plentiful  in  the  pools.  On  Sunday 
Mr.  J.  Innlon  lost  a  fish  after  playing  some  time.  Mr.  J. 
Browne  hooked  and  rose  several  fish.  Mr.  Schroop  got 
two,  one  "lb.  and  the  other  61b.  These  were  the  only 
reds  out.  There  were  several  fish  taken  on  the  lough. 
Trout  fishers  at  Rnnagry  doing  well. — John  Deveks. 

Bann  (Tcomebridge). — The  condition  of  the  river 
is  excellent  at  present,  and  trout  fishing  has  been  well 
favoured  as  regards  weather,  &c.  The  trout  are  very 
numerous  in  the  river,  and  of  a  fine  quality.  A  lot  of 
anglers  from  the  O'Neill  Arms  secured  some  fine  baskets, 
notably  Mr.  McKean  (Greenock),  Mr.  White  (London), 
Mr.  Stronach  (London),  Mr.  St.  Stephen  (London),  and 
Mr.  GUes  (Belfast).  These  gentlemen  secured  fish 
reaching  41b.  in  weight,  while  several  others  had  a  fair 
number  of  smaller  takes. — F.  G. 

Belfast. — Matters  piscatorial  were  very  dull  about  here 
in  the  past  week.  Few  anglers  were  out  on  the  dams,  and 
the  rain  did  very  little  to  raise  the  rivers.  It  would  take 
thirty-six  hours'  rain  to  put  the  Antrim  and  Down  rivers 
in  order.  The  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club  has 
arranged  for  an  open  pegged-down  lOyds.  limit  competi- 
tion on  Moira  Canal,  on  the  15th  prox. — J.  A.  B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Oning  to  the  continued 
dry  weather  sport  is  only  poor,  but  during  the  past  few 
days  rain  has  fallen  to  a  moderate  extent,  and  the  fishing 
has  improved  a  trifle.  In  the  Lorgtown  water,  Mr.  Read, 
Arthuret,  caught  a  sea  trout  of  21b.  at  an  evening  fishing ; 
and  Mr.  Henry  Foster,  Longtown,  had  one  of  IJlb. 
Anglers  ia  the  lower  reaches  complain  very  justly  of  the 
vast  numbers  of  chub  and  dace,  and  assert  they  cannot 
get  fish  for  them.  At  Damfoot  Pool,  where  the 
Liddle  joins  the  Esk  at  the  head  of  the  Willow  Pool, 
great  numbers  of  the  trout  are  visible,  but  owing  to  the 
lownees  of  the  water  they  are  taking  badly ;  in  fact,  the 
fish  are  mostly  collected  in  the  pools,  and  until  a  flood 
comes,  one  that  will  "  sweep  mills  and  dams  a'  to  the 
gate,"  net  much  sport  will  be  had.  Sea  trout  are  making 
for  the  upper  reaches,  and  several  have  been  caught  in  the 
Langholm  water :  also  good  baskets  have  been  mide  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches.  In  the  Canonbie  water, 
Dr.  Anderson,  of  Eskbank,  had  a  sea  trout  of  21b.  with 
fly  in  Tommy's  Pool ;  Mr.  A.  Murray,  Canonbie,  had  four 
sea  trout  with  fly,  two  of  them  41b.  each  ;  Mr.  J.  Graham 
had  one  of  21b.  at  Level  Mouth,  Liddle ;  and  Mr.  D. 
McDcugall  ciught  four  in  the  Liddle.  Several  others 
have  had  good  catches  in  the  same  water.  Sport  can  only 
be  had  at  night  fishing.  The  weather  is  threatening,  and 
it  may  improve  shortly. — Gilnockie. 

Cork  Rivers. — Since  Saturday  sport  has  shown  much 
improvement  on  all  the  Cork  rivers.  Some  rain  has  fallen 
each  day,  and  salmon  have  baen  rising  better  to  flies. 
Trout  are  now  taking  well,  and  on  those  waters  that  hold 
sea  trout  fair  or  average  results  have  been  had  at  those 
fish  during  the  last  few  days.  The  season  so  far  has  been, 
on  the  whole,  a  poor  one,  but  the  prospects  for  the  next 
few  days  at  least  are  very  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  Corrib  is  running  down  fast, 
thit  well  known  water-mark  "the  Horse-Shoe"  being 
uncovered  considerably  by  the  rush  of  water.  The 
weather  is  cloudless  and  not  so  hot  as  it  was  last  week. 
Since  last  notes  over  100  peal  were  killed,  and  a  few 
spring  fish — equally  divided  between  the  fly  and  prawn. 
Amongst  the  peal  fishers  were  :  Messrs.  W.  Townsend, 
Capt.  Curzon,  Nathan  Cohen,  J.  Smith,  Col.  Parker, 
C.  E.  HUl,  Sir  William  Williams,  and  C.  F.  Hill.  Tront- 
ing  hag  been  resumed  after  the  falling  down  seawards  of 
the  salmon  smolts.  Very  little  was  done  recently  on  the 
Lough. — J.  A.  B, 

Ctunmeiagh  and  Inny.  — Sport  has  shown  a 
decided  improvement  on  the  above  waters  as  far  as  trout 
are  concerned,  owing  to  heavy  rain  having  fallen  on  a 
couple  of  days.  No  salmon  have,  however,  been  had  on 
either  water,  though  those  latter  fisli  are  reported 
numerous  in  both, — T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Bivers.— The  Ballinderry  and  Black- 
water  are  low  and  clear,  and  consequently  sport  is  dull, 
evening  trouting  being  the  only  sport  permissible.  Salmon 
are  up  both  rivers. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Bally  shannon  and  Belleek).— The  following 
are  the  particulars  :  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  took  one  salmon 
of  121b.  on  loth  inst.,  and  one  of  141b.  on  17th  inst,  and 
another  of  81b.  on  19th  inst. ;  Mr.  F.  T.  Green  took  a 
splendid  salmon  of  171b.,  and  one  of  81b.  on  lOlh  intt. ; 
Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  took  one  salmon  of  201b.,  and  one  of 
81b.  on  lame  day  ;  Mr.  George  Davies  took  another  of  91b. 
on  19th  inst. ;  and  Mr.  Bentick  took  one  on  19th,  and  oi  e 
on _ 20th  inst.,  weights  of  same  not  to  hand  at  time  of 
writing ;  Mr.  .T.  G.  Vokins  took  one  salmon  of  131b.  on 
20th  inst. ;  Dr.  E.  Aiken  took  one  salmon  of  81b.,  and 
three  grilse  on  17th,  19th,  and  20th  insts.,  weights  of  the 
three  grilse  were  41b.,  41b,,  and  51b. ;  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas 
took  one  grilse  of  01b.  on  20th  inst.  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  took 
several  fine  trotit  with  dry  fly  since  last  report,  as  also  did 
Dr.  W.  G,  Dnnwoody,  Dr.  F.  Condon,  and  Francis  Rogan, 
several  of  the  trout  weighing  from  41b.  to  OJlb.  At  time 
of  writing  rain  has  been  falling  at  intervals  for  the  past 
two  days,  and  sport  is  improving  all  round, — M.  Rooan 
AST)  Sons. 

Kecr^  Bivers, — Rain  has  fallen  at  last,  and  sport  has 
shown  mnch  iir.jirovement  in  consequence,  especially  on  the 
northern  waters.  Salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout  gave 
generally  fair  sport  on  the  Feale,  Ga!e,  Smerlagh,  and 
Cashen.    In  the  districts  of  Glenbeigh  and  Killarney 


sport  was  not  as  good,  and  on  the'southern  waters  the  im- 
provement has  not  been  very  marked,  though  prospects 
are  good  for  the  coming  week. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Conn  (Cloghans).— The  weather  here  at 
present  is  very  unsettUd  for  last  few  days.  Mr.  Tracy 
got  two  salmon  on  the  17th  and  lost  one,  together  with  a 
dozen  of  trout  averaging  lib.  Mr.  Gilling  got  cn^  salmon 
on  the  17th,  and  a  half  dozen  of  trout  averaging  l^lb. 
Mr.  Keeling  got  two  salmon  on  the  19th,  and  a  pike  of 
141b.  Mr.  Preston  got  five  pike  in  a  few  hours,  largest 
22Jlb.,  smallest  51b.— Tom  Clarkk. 

liough  Corrib. — The  weather  has  become  much 
cooler  after  the  recent  rain,  and  fish  are  taking  freely. 
The  peal  are  up  in  large  numbers.  Mr.  Cooke,  on 
Saturday,  got  two,  weighing  101b.  ;  and  John  Loydon,  one, 
71b.,  also  six  trout,  101b.  In  two  days  the  nets  got  ninety- 
seven  salmon. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Currane  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).- Spott 
is  now  fairly  good  in  the  late  evenings  at  S3a  and  brown 
trout.  The  weather  has  undergone  a  very  favourable 
change,  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  good 
all  round.  Salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout  are  all  arriving  in 
good  numbers  sinca  Saturday,  when  heavy  rain  fell  for 
many  hours,  and  the  lake  is  now  well  stocked  with  all 
those  fish,  which  continue  to  ascend  freely,  as  the  climatic 
conditions  are  still  favourable.  Trouting  has  been  pretty 
good  on  the  river. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongh  Mask;  —  Fishing  greatly  improved.  Mr. 
Bartholomew  caught,  fly  fishing,  on  Wednesday,  forty- 
two  trout.- Joyce  (Clonbur). 

Iiongh  Melvin. — Sport  was  rather  poor  again  on 
this  lake  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  continued 
bright  weather  and  east  and  north-east  wind.  Mr.  J. 
Browne  took  one  salmon  of  8ib.  on  15th  inst;  Mr.  H.  P. 
Kelly  took  a  trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of  6Jlb.  on  same  day; 
Mr.  B.  Andrews  took  a  grilse  of  51b.  on  10th  inst. ;  and 
Mr.  N.  Cassidy  took  another  of  61b.  on  17th  inst. 
Trouting  improved  somewhat  within  the  last  few  days, 
and  several  good  baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout 
were  taken.  Mr.  Alfred  Blane,  of  London,  caught  twenty 
trout  on  Lough  Erne,  with  the  May  Fly,  averaging  31b, 
each  (largest  fish,  5|lb.). — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  shown  a  decided  improvement  on  all  the  above 
waters  at  brown  trout,  but  no  fish  weighing  more  than  lib. 
were  had,  and  only  a  few  reached  that  weight.  The 
average  weight  of  the  trout  had  was  about  gib. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Ma^o). — A  north-east  wind  still  prevailing  here,  and  fish 
taking  badly.  The  lower  pools  on  the  river  are  well- 
stocked  with  grilse  and  sea  trout.  Mr.  Pitts,  four  grilse, 
191b.  ;  Mr.  Foster,  two  grilse,  111b  ,  one  salmon,  101b, ; 
Dr.  Webb,  five  grilse,  221b, ;  Mr.  C.  Hamilton,  in  three 
c'ays,  thirty-five  sea  trout,  291b. ;  Master  Harry  Simpson, 
in  four  days,  thirty-one  sea  trout,  251b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Paine, 
in  three  days,  thirty-nine  sea  trout,  32lb.  A  few  stale 
grilse  have  been  taken  on  the  lough.  Trout  won't  look  at 
a  fly  on  the  Lough  until  we  have  a  change  of  wind.  Mr. 
F.  Gore  had  five  pike  on  Cullen,  81b.,  81b.,  131b.,  151b., 
211b.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— It  was 
rather  unfortunate  that  my  river  report  last  week  was  late 
for  the  midday  post  on  the  Wednesday,  as  it  contained  full 
details  of  the  disaster  which  had  befallen  the  trout  and 
other  fish  here  at  Killaloe  and  lower  down  the  stream. 
Truth  is,  I  had  gone  down  the  river  in  a  boat  to  see  for 
myself  the  extent  of  the  damage  done  to  the  fish,  and 
when  I  got  back  to  my  house  I  was  late  for  the  post.  The 
sight  which  I  saw  down  there  was  something  too  sad.  The 
shores  on  either  side  of  the  river  were  covered  over  with 
hundreds  of  beautiful  trout,  ranging  in  weight  from  lib.  to 
51b.  On  the  evening  of  June  11  the  river  and  the  fish  in  it  were 
all  right,  but  on  the  following  morning  quintities  of  trout, 
dead  and  d^ing,  were  picked  up  below  the  bridge.  During 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  part  of  Thursday,  the  valuable 
fishes  continued  to  succumb,  but  on  Friday  I  was  enabled 
to  wire  the  Dublin  Irifh  Times  that  we  had  seen  the  last 
of  the  disaster.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  countless  hundreds 
of  fine  trout  that  headed  down  stream  afcsnded  a  few  of 
the  tributary  rivers  a  short  distance  below  Killaloe,  and 
the  constabulary  have  been  watching  the  fish  ever  since. 
During  the  last  few  days  these  have  been  returning 
in  large  numbers  to  their  favourite  old  feeding  grounds 
in  my  water  under  and  above  the  weir  wall,  and 
before  the  week  is  out  there  will  be  plenty  of  trout  in 
every  part  of  the  river.  About  a  dozen  salmon  came  to 
grief  during  last  week.  Some  of  the  dead  fish  and  samples 
of  the  water  have  been  forwarded  to  Sir  Charles  Cameron 
for  examination,  but  we  have  not  yet  received  his  report. 
A  sample  of  the  fish  was  also  sent  to  another  Dublin 
analyst,  who  has  reported  that  the  mischief  was  caused  by 
chloride  of  lime.  Anjhow,  salmon,  grUse,  and  trout  are 
rising  freely,  and  several  have  been  creeled  this  week. 
Yesterday  Capt.  Gartside-Speight  killed  a  fine  grilse  and 
lost  another,  and  a  salmon.  Col.  Longbourne  also  got  a 
grilse.  Mr.  R.  Hope  has  arrived  from  Maidenhead, 
England,  for  the  fishing. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— In  contrast  to  the  hot 
sunshine  of  the  past  few  weeks  we  are  now  having  rain 
and  colder  weather,  a  welcome  change  for  the  angler. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  Hodges  killed,  14th,  one  peal,  71b. ; 
17th,  two  peal,  51b.,  71b. ;  20th,  one  peal,  41b.  On  Pros- 
pect, Mr.  A.  T.  Cobbold  killed,  14th,  one  peal,  3Jlb. ; 
15th,  one  peal,  31b. ;  17th,  one  p?al,  5Jlb.  ;  20th,  one  paal, 
41b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  A.  Creswick  killed,  14th,  one 
peal,  OJlb.  ;  19th,  one  peal,  61b. ;  20th,  three  peal,  41b., 
5Jlb.,  71b.  On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  killed,  15th,  one 
peal,  51b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed, 
14th,  one  peal,  OJlb.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  Barkworth 
hilled,  20th,  one  peal,  61b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Major 
A.  D.  Bnlpett  killed,  1 1th,  one  salmon,  9ilb.  On  the 
Worldsend,  Mr.  T,  S,  Richardson  killed,  17th,  two  peal, 


''>\\h.  and  431b.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  Barkworth 
killed,  18th,  one  peal,  CJlb. — J.  K.\iii(;riT  and  So.v. 

Upper  Bann. — Dapping  with  the  Block  Fiy  about 
Katesbiidge  ar.d  Ballyhoney  was  pretty  good  recently, 
several  tiice  fish  having  been  taken  in  this  way.  Uc  the 
discussion  some  tin^e  ago  about  the  re-introdnctioa  of 
salmon  into  this  river,  we  note  with  pleasure  that  a  move- 
ment is  on  foot  for  the  purification  of  the  river  as  the 
contemplated  E0urc3  of  Portadown  water  supply.  The 
pollution  of  the  water  from  different  towns  is  so  bad  that 
salmon  ceased  to  run  up  i";  some  years  ago.  If  the  water 
be  purified,  it  will  bs  one  step  iu  favour  of  the  re- 
introduction  of  salmon. — .1.  A.  B. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar). — Some  good  sport 
has  been  lad  on  these  lakes  since  the  clcsa  of  ths  dipping 
season  by  trolling  artificial  baits  and  otherwise,  and  some 
magnificent  pike,  perch,  and  trout  have  been  taken.  Mr. 
J.  Harton,  of  Mullingar,  on  the  10th  inst.,  on  Lough  Owl, 
got  two  splendid  trout,  weighing  together  91b.  On  the 
18th  he  had  three  trout,  weighing  respectively  SJIb.,  71b., 
and  41b.,  and  lost  a  large  fish  after  one  hour's  exciting 
play.  There  are  some  Green  Drake  still  rising  on  Lough 
Ennel,  but  the  trout  are  feeding  on  the  perch  fry,  and 
won't  notice  any  lure  in  the  way  of  flies.  The  pike  and 
perch  fishing  on  this  lake  has  also  been  good,  and  some 
splendid  trout  were  taken  rfcsntly. — T.  J,  W. 


Jingling  ^ia^tuires. 

June  25.   

Albion  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

AUason  United :  Pegged-down  match. 

Amicable  Waltonians :  Outing  to  Wateringbnry. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

Clapham  Strollers:  Match  at  Chichester. 

Convivial :  Match  at  Buckhurst  Hill. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Outing  to  Uxbridge. 

Elgin  :  Brake  outing. 

Harcourt :  Match  at  Langley. 

Ormonde  :  Outing  and  dinner  to  Hastings. 

Phcenix  :  Brake  outing. 

St.  Alban's  :  Outing  to  Woking. 

Sundial :  Brake  outing. 
June  27. 

Grange  :  Dinner  at  Wateringbury. 
Jane  28. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
June  29. 

Sundial :  Visit. 
July  1. 

Lyctnobite :  Competition  at  Staines. 


July    2.— Convivial :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 
,,     2. — Good  Intent :  Prize  outing. 
,,     2. — Harcourt:  Match  at  Langley. 
,,     2. — Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Chichester. 
,,     2. — Izaak  Walton  :  Competition. 
,,     2.— Jubilee  :  Match. 
,,     2. — Lincoln  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
,,     2. — Prince  Albert :  Outing  to  Langley. 
,,     2. — South  Bermondsey  Pifcitorials  :  Outing. 
,,     3. — Lincoln  :  Visit. 
,,     6. — Izaak  Walton  :  Spf  cial  outing. 
,,     6. — West  Kensington  Park  :  Concert. 
„     9. — Clerkenwell   and   District :    Competition  at 

Ambetley. 
,,     9.— Cobden:  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
,,     9. — United  Brothers  :  Outing  to  the  Medway. 

,,  10.— Clissold:  A. B.S.  concert. 

,,  15. — Lychnobite  :  Summer  dinner  at  Hertford. 

,,  16. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Brake  outiog. 

,,  16. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  10. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Outing. 

,,  17. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 


I^epotts  from  Clu&s 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  Important  Notice  to 
Anglebs. — Upon  application  by  the  above  asscciation  the 
Metropolitan  Railway  have  agreed  to  issue  anglers'  fares 
from  Moorgate-street,  Farringdon-street,  and  King's  Cross 
Stations,  viz.  :  Rickmans worth,  Is.  8i.  ;  Charley  Wood, 
Is.  lid. ;  Chalfont-road,  23.  Id. ;  Chesham,  2s.  6d. ; 
Amsrsham,  2s.  4d.  ;  Great  Missenden,  23.  lOi. ;  Wend- 
over,  33.  3d. ;  Stoke  Mandeville,  33.  7d.  :  Aylesbury, 
33.  9d.  The  fare  from  Baker  street  is  the  sime  as  at 
present. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  c£ 
lOj.  6d.  from  the  School  Board  Anglers  as  annual  sub- 
scription, and  £1  Os.  5d.  from  the  Ealing  Angling  S:cietj's 
donation  box. — R.  Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  HLU  Gate,  W.— 
.Tune  25  promises  to  be  a  big  event.  Conditions  and 
boundary  are  as  follows :  Two  rods  allowed ;  all  fish 
except  pike  and  perch  are  weighable  ;  sizes  of  fish,  lin. 
above  Thames  measurements.  We  fish  the  meadow  side, 
Veitch's  pond ;  pegged-down.  Messrs.  E.  Jackson  and 
G.  Prouten  are  the  stewards.  Members  may  travel  by 
tho  12  13,a.m.  midnight,  on  24th,  or  any  subsequent  trains 
on  25th.  Not  to  start  before  signal  from  secretary  or 
fish  after  signal  to  (cease.   Members  arriving  ou  2oUi  to 
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report  their  names  to  secretary.  On  ceaaing  fisting,  to 
have  fisla  registered.  We  made  more  members  on  the 
2l8t,  and  received  more  prizes — Ben  Abrahams. 

A.lme.  Aujrlingr  Society.  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields —On  June  18  Mr. 
Utting  weighed-in  bream  and  roach,  131b.  loz.,  heaviest 
bream  31b.  4|oz.  ;  Messrs.  Butlin  and  Brandon,  roach. 
Messrs.  Smart  and  Tilbury  have  been  elected  working 
and  Messrs.  Norton,  Perkins,  H  ill,  and  De  Beriot  Gresne 
honorary  members. — J.  Chambees. 

Amicable  Waltouian  Angling  Sooietr,  The 
Fox  and  French  Horn,  Clerkenwell  Green. — Most  of 
the  members  of  the  above  took  part  in  the  Central  com- 
petition at  Pulborough  on  the  18th,  but  only  one  was 
euccessful  in  getting  a  weigh-in— J.  Nunn,  jun.  From 
other  waters:  Roach,  dace,  perch,  and  chub  by  Mr. 
Fryatt ;  roach  and  dace  by  Messrs.  Millin  and  Hulme. 
Gold  meeting  on  the  2l8t;  final  arrangements  made  for 
the  outing  to  Wateringbury  on  June  25.  The  July  outing 
will  take  place  on  the  ICth  by  brake  ;  annual  dinner  on 
the  17th.— G.  Meery. 

Anchor  and  Hops  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  June  18  Mr.  J.  Jones 
weighed-in  bream  from  Pulboro',  having  taken  third  prize 
in  the  Central  competition.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  W. 
Fowler  weighed-in  a  show  of  bream  from  the  Thames, 
21b.  5ioz.  I-  wish  to  remind  all  members  that  next 
Wednesday  is  quarterly  night,  and  hope  they  will  all 
attend  on  that  evening. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth. — Several  of  our  members  weie 
out  on  June  18,  when  we  had  a  nice  show  of  fish,  including 
Mr.  Cornish's  bream,  who  fished  in  the  competition  at 
Pulboro' ;  and  also  Mr.  Charles,  catching  a  lamprey  at 
Amberley,  weighing  lib.  13^02.,  and  over  2ft.  in  length, 
which  he  is  having  preserved.  Hope  all  members  will 
attend  clubhouse  early  on  meeting  nights. — A.  A.  C. 

Satteraea  Friendly  A'tsgling  aooiev>  Uueen'a 
Hotel,  Qneen's-road,  Battersea.  S.W. — On  June  18  some 
good  takes  of  roach,  bream,  and  chub  were  weighed-in  by 
Messrs.  G.  Miller,  A.  Ansty,  G.  S.  Ireland,  A.  Dejonge, 
and  G.  Mead,  the  last  named  having  in  his  take  a  specimen 
bream  of  31b.  12cz.  Match  on  June  25,  at  Amberley ; 
8.27  Clapham  Junction,  7.14  Amberley;  reserved  com- 
partments arranged  for. — A.  Jenkins. 

Battergea  Fiscatorials,  Lord  Banelagh,  Yerona- 
Btreet,  Battersea. — Since  my  last  report  several  of  our 
members  have  had  fish,  but  the  takes  have  been  small. 
Will  members  turn  up  next  week  to  decide  locality  of. 
match  ? — T.  Teingham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.B. — The  members  of  the 
above  fished  a  competition  for  their  June  series  of  prizes 
on  the  18th  inst.  at  Pulboro,  under  the  same  conditions  as 
the  Central  competition,  and  only  two  of  them  succeeded 
in  getting  above  the  stipulated  Jib.  required  by  rule  :  Mr. 
J.  Davis,  21b.  lOoz.  ;  and  Mr.  D.  Dodson,  een.,  9oz.  Mr. 
W.  Taylor  won  a  prize  in  the  competition,  although  not 
having  enough  fish  to  take  a  club  prize.  Mr.  Maitsey  and 
Mr.  T.  Woodhead  weighed-in  bream  from  the  Medway. — 
Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  The  Imperial, 
Sonthwark-streefc,  S.E. — At  our  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening  there  was  a  very  good  muster.  Several  new  mem- 
bers were  elected,  and  several  valuable  prizes  offered.  Mr. 
Whiley  wishes  to  give  notice  to  alter  minute  on  books,  and 
we  wish  to  have  a  good  muster  to  assist.  We  had  no  fish 
on  June  18  weighed-in,  though  we  all  competed  at  Pal- 
borough. — Wheelhodse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbnry. — A  large  number 
of  our  members  were  out  on  June  18,  but  were  unsuccess- 
ful. Mr.  J.  Sinclair  only  weighed-ia  roach  and  dace. 
All  members  are  requested  to  note,  the  new  rules  came 
into  force  with  the  opening  of  the  season. — T.  Pater- 
noster. 

Boxnore  Angling  Society,  TheBritannia,  Clarendon- 
road.  Notting  Hill,  W. — On  June  18  several  members 
competed  for  our  worthy  host  and  treasurer's  gift,  as  a 
send  off  to  the  opening  season,  consisting  of  a  very  nice 
briarwood  and  amber  mouthpiece  pipe,  which  resulted  in 
a  very  easy  win  for  Mr.  H.  Dagworthy.  The  following 
members  also  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Weeks,  P.  Harley,  A. 
Cowen,  F.  Hall,  H.  Foreman,  and  F.  Hill.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  G.  Love,  our  delegate,  reported  he  failed  to 
find  the  new  premises  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  which 
was  accepted.  Mr.  F.  Hall  was  elected  chairman  pro.  fern. 
We  made  another  new  working  member  in  Mr.  H.  Angel. 

— H.  DAGVVOETnY. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  K  lward-street,' Liverpool-road,  N. — On 
June  18  we  opened  the  season  with  a  very  good  show  of 
roach  and  bream,  weighing  141b.  loz.,  taken  by  our 
veteran,  H.  Canton;  H.  C.  Canton,  roach;  A.  Field, 
roach  ;  H.  Fame,  perch. — H.  T. 

Bmnswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.  —  A  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  June  18,  but  met  with  very  poor 
sport.  Mr.  H.  Kelloy  weighed-in  some  chub  from  the 
Thames,  and  so  saved  us  from  a  blank.  Mr.  C.  Parmenter 
occupied  the  chair  ut  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  A  lot 
of  business  was  transacted,  also  several  disputes  were 
settled  re  prizes.    Another  new  member  was  enrolled. 

— F.  liANDALL. 

CambrifUre  Heath  Brothsra'  Angling  £oolety, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — Our  match  at  Dagenliara  on  June  18  was 
a  success,  all  the  prizes  being  won.  The  delegates'  report 
was  passed,  and  two  working  members  elected.  June  27 
will  be  quarterly  niffht,  and  A.B.8.  tickets  must  be  paid 
for,  and  books  cleared,  or  members  csnnot  weigh-in  tiah. 
I  have  several  tickets  for  sale  for  H.  Patman's  Benefit— a 
very  deserving  case. — P.  E.  Loft. 


Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town.  N.W. — The  season 
opened  very  quietly  with  us,  Mr.  Galloway  weighing-in  a 
jack,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Cair  a  fine  bream.  Will  sees,  holding 
tickets  or  lists  kindly  forward  same  as  we  are  anxious  to 
close  the  list.— R.  M. 

C\a,vhB.m  tii^inotion  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W. — 
Several  members  of  the  above  society  fished  their  first 
competition  of  the  season  on  June  18,  at  Amberley,  when, 
I  am  sorry,  lh'?y  returned  with  a  blank.  Messrs.  Clark, 
Thomas,  and  Batchelor  weighed-in  a  splendid  show  of  fieh 
from  other  waters.  Mr.  Clark  weighed-in  two  specimen 
dace.  Our  next  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  July  10,  at 
Amberley,  boundary  same  as  before. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  8.W. — On  June  18  most  of  our 
membsrs  took  pirt  in  an  open  roving  match  at  Pulboro' 
for  three  prizes,  and  although  two  of  the  Strollers' 
weighed-in  fish  for  the  Jubilee  Nurses'  Fund  competition 
none  were  successful  in  securing  sufficient  weight  of  fish  to 
obtain  club  prizes.  We  therefore  fish  a  match  at 
Chichester  on  June  25  for  three  lapsed  prizes,  and  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  see  every  member  compete.  An  audit  takes 
place  for  end  of  June,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
members'  subs,  up  to  that  date. — S.  V^iolet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  quarterly  delegate  meeting  of  the  above  will 
be  held  on  June  29,  at  The  Empress,  St.  John-street 
Road— not  at  the  Middlesex  Arms,  as  formerly.  Meet 
at  9  p  m. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  Nortb- 
wold-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  June  18  several 
members  were  out,  and  a  good  show  was  the  result,  all 
prizes  being  taken.  Mr.  Ringrose  wai  to  the  fore  with 
a  good  show  of  roach  and  bream.  The  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  Ringrose,  Thompson,  Farmer,  Pound, 
Mitchell,  Bampton,  Eastwood,  and  Wilkes.  On  July  10 
we  hold  a  smoker  in  aid  of  our  A.B.S.,  and  will  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams  please  keep  that  date  for  us,  as  we  require  his 
attendance  to  open  our  box  ?  All  friends  and  anglers 
cordially  welcome. — T.  Faulknee. 

Cobdeu  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
June  18  I  hear  a  great  many  of  our  members  went  out, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  see  only  two  members  weighed-in — 
Messrs.  J.  Barnfather,  with  41b.  of  roach,  and  G.  Perceval, 
with  one  tench,  31b.  4oz.  On  July  9  a  peg-down  match 
will  take  place  at  Uxbridge,  from  the  General  Elliott 
Bridge  to  Swan  and  Bottle  Bridge ;  one  rod  ;  to  go  down 
by  first  train  from  Westbourne  Park,  and  return  by  the 
8  25  from  Uxbridge.  Cease  fishing  at  seven  o'clock,  and 
to  register  at  the  General  Elliott  not  later  thin  7.30 ;  to 
register  names  on  arrival  at  the  General  Elliott,  and  start 
fishing  by  signal.  T.  Collins  and  C.  Walker  to  peg  out 
swims  on  the  morning. — T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.B. — Mr.  J.  Deplidge 
in  chair.  Prize  Hats  are  now  ready  with  several  additions 
added.  Mr.  W.  Francis  has  given  a  prize  of  10s.  Gd.  to 
committee.  I  am  very  glad  to  report  Mr.  J.  Dorones 
winning  the  central  competition  on  June  18.  Messrs.  J. 
Green  and  G.  Boyd  also  weighed-in  at  the  competition. 
They  weighed-in  at  the  club  with  several  others. — W.  H. 
Stafford  and  F.  P.  Sorge. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road,  N. — On  June  18  a  good  muster 
of  members  were  out.  The  following  weighed-in  fish : 
Messrs.  G.  Hurell,  roach  ;  C.  Parker,  perch ;  C.  Crosth- 
waite,  dace.  Prize  taken  by  Mr.  George  Hurell.  Our 
dinner  takes  place  at  the  Stag  Hotel,  Buokhurst  Hill,  on 
June  25.  Dinner  on  table  3.30.  Trust  members  who 
were  not  present  on  Wednesday  will  take  note. — W.  H. 
Carpenter. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — On  June  18  Mr.  H. 
Sheckey  weighed-in  bream,  181b. ;  Mr.  A.  Benham,  roach 
and  perch.  I  am  pleased  to  say  we  had  a  good  muster  at 
our  new  headquarters. — J.  White. 

Balston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  June  18  most  of  the  mem- 
bers were  out  trying  to  get  the  rust  off,  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  sport  was  very  indifferent,  only  a  few  were  able 
to  get  any  fish,  and  they  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in.  On 
Tuesday,  June  20,  final  arrangements  were  made  for  outing 
to  Dagenham  ;  members  to  travel  which  way  they  think 
best ;  roll  to  be  called  on  the  bridge  at  10.15,  and  show 
fish  on  the  bridge  by  7.30.  Members  please  note  next 
Tuesday  is  quarterly  night. — S.  Malby. 

Sibdin  Trout  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's 
Tavern,  Pratt-street,  N.W. — The  outing  on  June  18  was 
a  great  success ;  all  prizes  taken.  The  winners  were : 
R.  Bennet,  first ;  G.  Johnson,  second  ;  T.  Coltman,  third. 
Wednesday  delegates'  report  passed  with  hearty  vote  of 
thanks.  A.B.S.  tickets  to  hand.  I  am  a  strict  observer 
of  all  rules,  so  I  hope  any  member,  or  would-be  member, 
will  forgive  my  not  sending  for  privilege  tickets  until  he 
be  a  bona  fide  member  of  the  club. — Johnny  Edwards. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  June  18  most 
of  our  members  were  out,  and  several  weighed-in  :  Mr. 
Viner,  171b.  of  roach,  tench,  and  bream  ;  Mr.  Targett, 
91b.  roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  G.  Vogan,  bream  ;  Mr.  Gale, 
bream.  On  June  25  our  first  match  takes  place  at  Ux- 
bridge ;  all  start  by  the  8.45  from  Paddington. — W. 
Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — At  our  usual  weekly  meeting,  with  Mr. 
Gathercole  in  the  chair,  it  was  announced  that  the  outing 
on  the  18th  inst.  resulted  in  a  blank.  Although  a  few 
barbel  and  perch  were  taken,  they  were  all  under  our  club 
standard.  The  river  was  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  we 
hope  that  we  shall  have  a  lot  of  rain  before  our  next 


outiog,  which  has  been  arranged  for  July  9;  time  and 
place  to  be  decided  next  Tuesday. — A.  T. 

Elgin  Angling  So  iety,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Nottiug-hill,  W. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  June  18,  when  some  had  good  shows.  Messrs. 
Carroll  and  Wi'son,  roach  and  tench  ;  Messrs.  Barnfather 
and  Drury,  chub,  roach,  and  bream  ;  Messrs.  King  and 
Bayliss,  roach.  We  made  Mr.  W.  Boxsball  a  working 
member  at  our  last  meeting.  I  must  remind  members 
that  the  brakes  will  leave  the  clubhouse  at  twelve  o'clock 
sharp  on  Saturday  night.  Mr.  Chaplais,  our  host,  has 
added  another  10s.  for  the  beat  roach.  Mr.  T.  Clark,  of 
the  Isiingtoa  Brothers,  also  gives  a  prize.— G.  Kino. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — Our  members  opened  this  season 
with  very  little  success,  Mr.  Wells  saving  the  club  from  a 
blank  with  dace,  41b.  12.ioz.,  winning  the  first  fortnightly 
prize  of  the  season.  Messrs.  Pheasy,  Keene,  and  Balar 
were  on  the  war  path,  but  came  home  defeated.  Will 
members  kindly  note  that  the  above  club  will  move  from 
the  City  Arms  to  the  Prince  Arthur,  Broad-lane,  Totten- 
ham, on  Wednesday  next,  and  that  we  hold  a  house  warm 
on  the  following  Wednesday  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  when 
I  hope  all  anglers  and  friends  will  kindly  support  us  on 
tbat  occasion. — W.  Lefevre. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth. — We  had  a  good  muster  of 
members  on  Thursday  night  last,  when  we  went  through  a 
long  agenda.  We  settled  all  our  prizes  satisfactorily.  I 
hope  members  will  attend  next  week  to  arrange  a  prize 
outing,  and  to  enrol  some  new  members. — C.  Bosser. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital.-^On  June  18 
the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  EUins,  roach,  dace, 
chub,  and  trout ;  Mitchell,  roach ;  Crom,  roach.  Mr. 
King  had  some  tine  roach  and  tench  on  the  17th,  one 
roach  over  2lb.  I  should  like  to  see  more  members  up  cn 
Sunday  nights. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Our  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  on  the  13th,  and  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  J. 
Williams  was  chairman,  and  proved  a  very  good  one. 
After  the  prizes  were  given  up  he  made  an  appeal  for 
prizes  for  the  coming  season,  the  chairman  giving  his 
usual  £1  43.,  and  everyone  in  the  room  gave  a  prize,  so 
there  was  a  grand  list  at  the  finish.  The  members  will 
have  the  first  outing  on  July  2,  for  eight  prizes,  at 
Cheshunt ;  all  start  first  train. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Yarmouth  Sons  of  Neptune  Angling 
Society,  Bowling  Green  House,  North  Quay. — This 
society  held  its  first  match  of  the  season  last  week-end  at 
Potter  Heigham,  when  a  score  of  competitors  put  in  an 
appearance.  The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
but  sport  was  very  poor.  There  were  seven  prizes,  and 
tfce  following  were  successful : — Messrs.  J.  S.  Bartram,  G. 
Himpleman,  J.  Harris,  W.  Phillips,  W.  Plane,  H.  Grim- 
mer, and  J.  George.  The  first-named  secured  chalks 
towards  the  society's  challenge  cup,  and  also  the  Nicholjs 
challenge  cup.  Mr.  Bartram  receives  a  medal  for  his 
success  in  winning  the  society's  trophy.  Mr.  William 
Plme  ably  carried  out  the  duties  of  umpire.  Prizes  have 
been  received  from  Messrs.  J.  S.  Bartram,  W.  Plane,  and 
J.  Harris. — E.  W.  Buckle. 

Harcourt  Angling  Society.  Earcourt  Arms, 
Harconrt-street,  Marylebone. — We  did  not  have  a  large 
show  of  fish  on  June  18,  but  eight  members  weighed-in, 
so  we  must  not  complain.  On  July  22  we  fish  a  match  at 
Langley,  from  the  tank  to  hutches,  both  inclusive,  when  I 
hope  to  see  all  the  members  compete.  We  had  four  new 
members  proposed  last  week,  and  I  expect  some  more  this 
week. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
Brick-lane. — I  hope  members  will  attend  next  Wednesday 
to  arrange  for  our  prize  outing.  Mr.  Smith  had  a  show 
of  roach  and  dace.  Our  first  outing  tikes  place  on  July  16. 
— C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  Globe  Hotel,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.  —  At  our  meeting  on 
Wednesday  it  was  enthusiastically  decided  to  include  sea 
fishing  in  our  programme,  but  not  to  compete  with  fresh- 
water fish.  Rules  and  standards  for  same  will  be  adopted 
next  week.  Other  important  matters  were  disposed  of, 
and  during  the  evening  Mr.  F.  Berry  brought  up  a 
grand  show  of  reach,  301b.  15oz.  (largest  lib.  7oz.),  and 
two  tench,  21b.  9oz.  and  21b.  6oz.,  total  .351b.  14oz.  Mr. 
S.  Stone  has  also  had  roach  and  a  trout  during  the  week. 
— E.  W. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  295,  Hollo  way-road,  N.— The  members  of  the 
above  society  held  their  usual  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  when  Mr.  A.  Norman  had  a  good  show  of  chub 
the  heaviest  being  31b.  Sjoz.,llb.  14|oz.,  and  lib.  14oz., 
total  weight  lUb.  Gdz.  Messrs.  G.  Johnson  and  A. 
Stevens  reported  a  catch  of  roach  and  dace  on  the  iGih, 
and  Mr.  A.  Clayton  also  had  a  very  fair  take  of  bream  and 
roach  on  the  Norfolk  Broads. — A.  Clayton. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. —  On  June  18  several  members 
entered  the  competition  at  Pulborough ;  the  only  one 
successful  was  Mr.  J.  Howard,  who  weighed-in  dace  at  the 
matck,  and  won  a  prize.  The  following  also  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  J.  Howard,  dace;  J.  Burwash,  M.  Wilkes,  M. 
Bays,  all  with  bream,  from  other  waters.  We  fish  a  peg- 
down  match  at  Chichester  on  July  2 ;  all  to  meet  at 
London  Bridge  and  start  by  the  8  40  tiain,  for  several 
prizes.    Mr.  Hamilton  was  proposed  as  a  working  member. 

J.  H.  HuRIiERT. 

Tzaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's- 
road,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— The  members 
will  compete  fcr  two  special  prizes  on  July  2,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private 
waters  barred).  There  are  also  three  specials  to  be  fished 
for  on  July  5,  same  conditions  as  the  July  2  prizes. — H.  B. 


June  24,  1899] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


453 


Jnbilee  Angling^  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road,  North  Keneington. — On  June  18  we  had  our  first 
fish  of  the  season  weighed-in  by  the  following  gentlemen  : 
Messrs.  Scott,  Young,  and  Keddington.  Will  members 
please  take  notice  our  match  takes  place  at  the  Welsh 
Harp  on  July  2,  not  July  22,  which  appeared  in  the 
Fiiliing  Gazette  last  week;  also  will  members  please 
attend  next  meeting  night  to  arrange  for  brake. — G 
Bexce. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society.  Several  of  our 
members  have  bsen  out  since  the  opening,  but  with  very 
pDor  results,  gin-bright  water  and  weeds  being  the  chief 
causes  of  complaint.  All  members  are  requested  to  turn 
up  at  meeting  on  Friday  next,  when  important  business 
has  to  be  brought  forward. — E.  J.  Wells 

Lincoln  AngUag  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
cheater-street,  Pentonville-road,  N.— On  June  18  the 
members  of  the  above  fiehed  at  Pulborough  for  six  prizes. 
Not  enough  weight  was  taken  to  win  lbs  prizes ;  they  will 
be  fished  off  at  Amberley  on  July  2.  Several  of  our  mem- 
bers fished  in  the  Central  Competition.  The  next  return 
visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.  will  take  place  at  the  above  on 
July  3,  on  which  occasion  we  hope  to  tave  a  gcod  muster, 
Mr.  Winters  has  been  proposed  for  membership.  We  have 
tickets  in  hand  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Patman,  widow  of 
the  late  Mr.  H.  Patman,  to  which  I  hopa  members  will 
give  their  best  supporc. — W.  Watling. 

Idverpool  Angling  Aesociation,  Bee  Hive,  Queen- 
square. — Eain  has  fallen  copiously  during  the  last  few  days, 
and  the  chances  of  anglers  having  successful  sport  is 
thereby  greatly  increased.  Many  are  up  and  at  'em,  and 
several  of  our  members  have  been  on  the  war-path  with  a 
profitable  result.  These  are  of  the  haidy  sort,  who  do 
not  care  for  a  wet  coat  if  they  can  get  a  fair  muster  of 
fins.  The  Liverpool  Centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Aaeocifttion,  consisting  of  the  above  ai\d  the  Central  and 
West  Derby  Societies,  have  dtcided  to  hold  a  contest  on 
Aug.  IG  for  a  challenge  trophy,  to  take  the  form  of  a 
shield  costing  from  £7  to  ^£10.  This  will  be  competed 
for  by  teams  of  ten  from  each  of  the  three  clubs,  and 
the  team  having  the  six  highest  weights  will  hold  the  shield 
for  their  society  for  twelve  months.  Six  valuable  medals 
will  be  awarded  the  successful  competitors.  A  open  com 
petition  (date  not  fixed  yet)  will  also  be  fished  by  the  whole 


of  the  members  for  prizes,  which,  including  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wright's  gift  of  £2  2s.,  at  present  amounts  to  close  on 
£5.  This  will  no  doubt  be  considerably  increased  as  time 
goes  on,  aid  a  grand  and  lean  compstition  will  result. 
Entrance  fee,  Is.  to  members  only.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe 
lane,  E.G. — Memters  report  poor  sport  in  Eiver  Wey  on 
Jtine  18.  Printers'  benefit  concert  at  headquarters  to- 
day (June  24).  Competition  at  Staines,  July  1.  Summer 
dinner  and  competition  at  Coldbath  Inn,  Hertford,  July  15  ; 
friends  cordially  invited;  particulars  of  hon.  sec— SiD 
Eaxsom. 

Nelson  Angling  Society,  Boui:dary  Hotel,  2a, 
Smithdown-road,  Liverpool.  —  This  club's  long  looked 
for  open  compatition  to  Liverpool  anglers  was  fished  on 
June  18,  in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  cmal  at  Aintree. 
This  being  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Liverpool,  great  interest 
was  taken  in  the  match.  It  proved  a  success;  ssventy-one 
anglers  turned  out,  in  awful  weather,  to  compete ;  there 
would  have  been  close  on  100  if  the  rain  had  not  come. 
The  Liverpool  East  End  Club  seems  to  have  been  favoured 
with  the  best  of  luck,  as  the  three  prizes  were  won  by 
members  of  that  association  :  Mr.  E".  Porter,  first,  with 
8Joz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Williamson,  s2cond,8Dz.  ;  Mr.  G,  Attwood, 
third,  6oz.  The  prizes  were  presented  on  Wednesday,  21st, 
and  a  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  with  a  little  harmonv.— 
F.  W.  Taylor. 

North  East  Brothers'  Angling  Sotiety,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  June  22 
we  had  a  good  attendance.  A  special  committee  meeting 
is  called  for  June  27,  at  nine  o'clock  sharp,  so  that  they 
can  report  their  work  to  the  members  on  June  28,  when  I 
hope  that  they  will  attend  in  strong  force.  We  made  two 
new  members  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  there  are  some 
more  standing  over.  On  June  18  Mr.  Hart  weighed-in 
bream,  and  W.  Kichards,  jan.,  bream  and  roxch.— G. 
Taylor. 

North  Lambith  Angling  Society,  Newcastle 
Arms,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth,  S.E.— We  fished  our  first 
day  match  at  Amberley  on  June  18,  when  Mr.  R.  Cheese 
was  ths  only  prize  winner.  Will  members  kindly  attend 
on  Wednesday  next,  28th,  to  consider  where  they  will  fish 
for  the  other  prizes  left  from  the  18:h  ?— E.  Eowles. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  Crown 
and  Arc'ior,  Cheehire-strAet,  Bethnal  Green.— We  were 
represented  at  the  Pulborough  compstition,  only  one 
member  being  anccsasful.  The  committee  meet  next 
Wednesday  to  arrange  the  prizes  for  the  coming  season. 
Delegates  for  the  Central  and  Anglers'  Associations  were 
selected.  Mr.  li.  Brcckett  weighed-in  bream  on  the  18th. 
Wednesday  next  is  (jaarterly  night  — G.  Bakrs. 

Park  Angling  Soiietj,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — cJpveral  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
ISth,  only  one  returning  with  fish,  Mr.  Uopton,  jnn., 
bream.  At  our  usual  meeting  on  the  20ch  two  new 
membera  were  propoted,  Mr.  Craine  and  Mr.  Haywood,  as 
working  members.  Oar  prize  list  for  the  ssason isa grand 
oce.  All  members  are  rKjuested  to  attend  on  Tuesday 
next,  ai  J  want  to  get  list  for  Benevolent  tickets.— W.  8. ' 

Phoenix  AngUna-  Boolety.The  Tavistock,  Btibbing- 
ton-3treet,  N,Vv;— There  are  two  four  horse  brakes  for 
Kiog'a  Langley  on  June  2.5,  and  three  prizes ;  canal  only. 
No  fish  have  been  weighed-in  as  jot,  but  we  are  going 
BtroTig.  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith,  late  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
A  8.,  has  been  made  a  working  member. — R.  C. 

Prlnoe  Albert  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert 
Hotel,  Wo^^dfield-roa/l,  Harrow-road,  W.— The  following 
weighed-in  on  June  18  :  A.  Smith,  bream  ;  F.  Staniford, 
roach ;  J,  Breedon,  perch  ;  T,  Burrowa,  perch  ;  and  w! 


Fayers.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Thursday 
next  for  special  business.  Our  first  outing  takes  place  on 
July  2  at  Langley.— W.  B.  F. 

Putney  Kamblers'  Anglers'  Society,  Jolly 
Gardeners,  Putney,  S.W. — On  June  lo  the  usual  fort- 
nightly meeting  was  held  at  the  clubhouse,  teveral  new 
members  were  elected,  and  the  usual  businefs  transacted. 
On  June  16  five  of  the  members  had  an  enjoyable  day's 
outicg  at  Mr.  Lock  King's  estate,  Weybridge,  several 
gcod  bream  being  taken.— E.  H.  Girling. 

Qneen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W.  —  On  the  18th  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in :  C.  W.  Matthie,  F.  Coates,  J. 
Fowler,  A.  Beaven,  J.  Eeeve,  W.  Shepherd,  A.  Peverall, 
and  W.  Brind.  On  the  20th  inst.  we  had  a  very  fair 
muster  of  members  present.  We  male  two  new  members 
on  the  same  date. — Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  the  18th  inst.  several  of  our  members 
were  out,  but  only  Mr.  E.  Bardot  turned  up  in  time  to 
weigh-in,  saving  us  from  a  blank.  On  the  21st  we  were 
well  attended,  and  got  through  a  good  deal  of  business. 
Will  membera  turn  up  next  Wednesday  to  finish  our 
priz?  list. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Socitty,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — On  June  18  the  following  had  fish  : 
E.  Perry,  roach;  G.  Williams,  roach;  F.  Gardener, 
roach;  J.  Payne,  roach  ;  Stanley,  roach.  Four  working 
members  were  elected  at  our  last  meeting. — F.  Piqna- 
telh. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince' s- 
road,  Kennington. — We  had  a  good  muster  out  on  June  18 
in  the  Central  competition  at  Pulborough.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Rosser  succeeded  in  taking  the  second  prize  ;  also  Messrs. 
H.  Allan,  J.  Donaldson,  sen.,  and  Twine  took  prizes  in 
the  same.  Mr.  A.  Brent  had  a  fine  show  of  brexm  from 
the  Wey  (i71b.)  We  have  an  outing  to  Woking  on 
June  25 ;  start  8.30  Waterloo  ;  all  to  come  home  by  the 
8.35  or  be  disqua'ified. — J.  T.  Leighton. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society.  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  had  a  nice  show  of 
chub,  dace,  and  roach  on  18th,  but  many  of  the  members 
returned  with  blanks.  The  committee  met  on  the  2l8t, 
and  arranged  that  six  prizes  ba  fished  for  during  July; 
full  particulars  at  clubhouse.  Six  new  members  and  two 
proposals  in  a  fortnight  is  the  next  best  take. — F. 
Thorling. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society.— At  our 

annual  dinner  (Mr.  Harris  in  the  chair),  thirty-one  mem- 
bers and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast,  provided 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reid.  After  dinner  the  evening  was 
spent  in  harmony,  Mr.  Moody  in  the  vice-chair,  and  some 
excellent  songs  were  given  by  the  following  members  and 
friends ;  Messrs.  A.  Wassop,  C.  Harvey,  Ladyman, 
Booker,  Mr.  Reid  (mine  host).  Burns,  Cole,  Brown,  &c. 
Spec'al  praise  must  be  given  to  Mrs.  Reid  for  her  excellent 
songs  and  salections  on  the  piano,  alio  to  Messrs.  Manning 
for  their  solos  on  piccolo  and  pianoforte;  harmony  being 
kept  up  till  the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  when  the  usual 
vote  of  thanks  brought  a  most  enjoyable  evening  to  a 
close  with  Auld  Lang  Syne. — H.  B. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  the  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — On  June  14 
there  was  a  fairly  well  attended  meeting.  On  18th  Mr. 
Bignell  had  chub  and  roach  from  the  Wey. — W.  Bignell. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  June  18,  with  the  following 
results  :  Ben  Smith,  roach,  Sib.  3|oz.  (one  fish,  lib.  Ijoz  )  ; 
U.  Smith,  roach  and  daca.  We  have  our  first  outing  in 
July  next ;  particulars  to  follow. — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — June  20  brought  us  a  very 
good  attendance,  and  more  prizes  were  added  to  our  list, 
which  is  a  very  good  one.  Mr.  Hibbert  was  proposed  as  a 
working  member.  Will  members  who  have  not  already 
done  so  kindly  attend  and  clear  books  ? — E.  Smith. 

Sicugh  Wanderers  Angling  Society,  Eei  Lion, 
High-3treet,  Slough,  Bucks. — Several  of  us  had  fish  from 
the  London  Anglers'  Association  Fishery,  Slough  and 
Langley ;  and  we  are  still  adding  to  the  list  of  member- 
ship. Two  of  our  members  are  honorary  bailiffs  to  the 
A. A.  If  anyone  wishes  to  join  this  society  they  cmnot 
do  better,  and  gentlemen  from  Windsor,  Stoke,  Slough, 
Iver,  Langley.  Colnbrook,  &c.,  will  find  this  society  very 
convenient.  Our  boat  will  give  every  information  re  rules 
and  subscriptions. — Ben  Abrahams. 

South  Bernxondsey  Piscatorials  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— Mr.  A.  G.  Smith  (late 
secretary)  was  oat  on  the  IGth  inst.  and  had  a  fair  show 
of  barbel,  roach,  and  dace  from  the  Thames  ;  also  Mr.  R. 
Thomai,  out  on  the  18th,  had  a  fair  show  of  chub.  At 
Pulborough,  on  Jane  18,  one  of  our  membera,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Giddy,  was  among  the  winners.  We  have  the  group 
photos  in  hand,  and  shall  be  pleased  for  membera  to  come 
up  next  Friday  and  get  them.  They  are  all  right,  and 
every  c-edit  is  due  to  Mr.  F.  Viner,  of  Southwark  Park- 
road.  We  have  also  to  arrange  monthly  outicg  on  Friday, 
which  takes  place  on  July  2. — J.  H.  Davies. 

Stockwell  Angling  Socie'y,  Old  Qucea'a  Head, 
Stockwell-road,  S.W.— At  the  Pulborough  competition 


Sham.  Wk  Ever  he  Able  To  Fly  ?— It  is  now  allirmei  that 
a  Russian  scientist  has  at  length  discovered  the  secret  of  aerial 
navigation — a  secret  which  whole  generations  of  inquirers  hiive 
sought  for  In  vain.  If  the  problem  has  really  been  solved, 
science  has,  indeed,  won  a  mighty  triumph.  Sach  a  discovery 
would  tend  to  change  the  whole  character  of  man.  And  yet,  if 
we  are  to  judKa  a  discovery  by  its  probable  beneficent  influence 
upon  mankind,  this  cannot  be  compared  to  the  discovery  of  the 
now  world-famed  remedies— Uolloway's  Pills  and  Oiatment — 
which  have  relieved  the  sufleringa  of  millions  of  human  beings, 
and  have  brought  back  joy  and  happiness  to  thoasandg  of  stricken 
homes. 


Mr.  Tickner  was  the  only  member  who  weighed-in  fiah. 
Mr.  H.  Payne,  sen.,  had  2ilb.  of  roach  and  dace  from  a 
Surrey  river  the  same  day.  Will  membera  please  attend 
on  Thursday  next  to  arrange  first  prize  outing  ?  At  our 
last  meeting  Mr.  .1.  D.  Jamca  was  proposed  and  made  a 
member  of  the  society.  Any  wishing  to  attend  the  ou'ing 
and  going  by  bicycle  please  meet  the  train  at  Wejbridge 
Station  2.15  p.m.— Thos.  Llca.s. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  i'own,  E. — The  membera  of  the 
above  club  fished  their  first  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on 
the  18th.  Owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  water  no  fish 
were  taken.  It  was  decided  to  let  the  prizes  ttind  over 
for  a  fortnight,  hoping  that  the  waters  by  that  time  will 
improve. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  June  25  we  hold  cur 
first  outing  of  the  season— a  brake  outing  to  Uxbridge — 
from  the  Swanand  Bottle  to  Denham  Lock;  towpathcnly; 
all  fish  to  weigh;  twelve  prizes.  Mr.  King's  cup  will 
be  fished  for  ;  utuil  conditions.  The  brake  will  leave  the 
clubhouse  at  7  a  m.  on  the  morning,  and  leave  Swan  and 
Bottle  at  7  30  p  m.  sharp.  Members  wishing  to  go  by 
brake  must  give  their  names  in  at  clubhouse  by  five  o'clcck 
on  Saturday.  The  next  meeting  night  will  be  quarterly 
night.  On  June  29  we  have  our  return  visit.  During  the 
week  Mr.  Lock  weighed-in  ?Ah.  14 iz.  of  chub,  roach,  and 
dace  ;  laigast  dace,  7ioz. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Black  Dog 
London-road,  Twickenham. — At  the  quarterly  meeting  on 
June  20  Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden  Smith  showed  four  nice  barbel, 
the  two  largest  going  Gjlb.  and  GJlb. ;  he  also  hid  some 
nice  dac3.  Messrs.  Saunders  and  Holloway  reported 
having  taken  some  nice  bream,  and  Mr.  Bronghim  a 
barbel  and  some  dace.  Five  new  membera  were  elected, 
and  s)me  prizes  offered  for  competition. — J.  M, 
Brougham. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Deptford. — On  June  18  about  twenty  of  our 
members  fished  in  ths  compstition at  Pulborough,  butmet 
with  no  success.  Mr.  R.  Beeson  and  Mr.  E.  Skeets 
we!ghed-ia  tench,  the  laigest  weighing  21b.  llioz.  This 
society  is  making  rapid  progress.  The  altieration  of  meet- 
ing night  from  Saturday  to  Thursday  is  a  gfea^;  success. 
We  have  made  a  lot  of  new  members  lately,  among  them 
being  Mr.  Arthur  Morton,  M  P.  for  Deptford,  who  hia 
become  our  president.  We  have  one  of  the  kindest  of 
hosts  in  Mr.  Mackrol,  who  takes  great  interest  in  the 
society,  and  Mr.  Sam  Drage,  an  excellent  chairman.  We  • 
fish  our  first  club  match  for  the  season  on  July  9,  in  the 
Medway.— F.  H.  Beak. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  20th.  Two 
new  members  were  nominated— Mr.  C.  Fitts,  Mr.  A. 
Williamson  ;  ballot  next  week.  The  foiling  had  fith  on 
the  18th  :  Mr.  Allan,  roach  and  dice  ;  Mr.  Cl^gg,  roacli ; 
Mr.  Powell,  bream ;  Mr.  Kenyon,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr. 
Hall,  roach  and  bream  :  Mr.  Norton,  roach  and  dace. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  An>f iin^  i»oclety. 
Black  Bull,  Fnlham-road,  S.W. — Several  of  our  membera 
had  fish  on  June  18,  one  member  being  fortnrate  enough 
to  be  in  the  list  of  prize  winners.  Will  donors  of  prizes 
kindly  send  to  the  secretary  any  particulars  as  to  condi- 
tions attached  to  their  prizes  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  the 
lisi  is  ready  for  the  printer  ? — Tiddler. 

Walworth  Waltoniana  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  8.B.— I 
shall  be  glad  to  see  all  members  up  on  Wednesday  next 
(28.h),to  receive  balance-sheet.  Messrs.  AY.  Blackmorp, 
W.  O.  Roebuck,  and  J.  R  Morgan  were  elected  workiLg. 
members  of  this  society. — W.  Wrat. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  June  18  the  following  weighed  some  nice 
takes  of  roach,  bream,  and  dace:  Messrs.  Renn,  Wood, 
Denniss,  and  Stymah.  I  hope  all  members  wili  attend 
meetings  early,  as  we  have  some  important  business  to  do. 
— W.  Harden. 

Wesi  Etnsington  Park  Angling  Society,  Bird- 
iu-Hand,  Miistro-road,  West  Kensington  Park,  near  Addi- 
son-road  and  Uxbridge-road  S.W.R.  Stations. — The  usual 
weekly  meeting  transpired  on  Tuesday  June  20,  1899, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  J.  Talbot.  The  room  was  we'J 
filled  by  membara  and  also  gentlemen,  who  were  added  to 
the  list  of  membership.  Thj  new  rules  were  gone  ioto, 
and  the  same  ordered  to  be  printjd.  Messrs.  Talbot, 
&c.,  gave  the  delegates'  report,  and  stated  that  the  above 
was  enrolled.  Six  more  membera  were  introduced  by 
J.  Talbot.  The  host,  A.  V.  Turnham,  and  the  hostess  are 
doing  their  best  to  make  all  the  membera  comfortable,  and 
also  adding  to  the  list  of  membership.  All  western  and 
other  district  societies  are  notified  that  cur  smoking 
concert  and  grand  opening  night  takes  pi  ice  on  July  6. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Harris  will  be  chairman,  and  Ben  Abrahams, 
vice.  Phil  Phillips  will  preside  at  the  piinoforte. — Bex 
Abrahams. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — Tbo  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
above  society  was  held  on  June  21,  when  all  oflicera  were 
re-elected,  Mr.  Goose  being  elected  auditor.  The  pn'zs  list 
was  opened,  and  at  closing  of  books  had  reached  ti»e  total 
of  twenty-two  private  prizes.  It  was  stated  that  five  new 
membera  had  been  enrolled  during  the  quarter.  Two 
members  weighed-in  on  June  18:  Mr.  Ejcarius,  bream 
and  roach  ;  and  Humphrey,  roach  and  dace.  There  will 
be  a  spcciil  meeting  next  Wednesday  to  arrange  first 
match. — S.  H. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorialti,  28,  Alexandra-road. — 
The  first  match  of  the  seison  was  hell  at  Weybridge  on 
the  18th  inst  ,  twenty  members  taking  part  in  the  contest. 
The  winners  were  Messrs.  W.  Bishop  (tench  and  bream), 
C.  McBean  (perch  and  bream),  and  W.  C.  Pain  (bream 
and  rcaoh),  in  the  order  named.  Mr.  W.  C.  Pain  showed 
a  nice  bag  of  bream  and  roach,  from  the  Thames,  at 
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Tuesday's  meeting.  A  communication  has  been  received 
from  the  L.  &  S.  W.  Railway  Company,  offering  to  issue 
cheap  fishing  tickets  from  Wimbledon  to  Weybridge  to 
members  of  the  society,  on  condition  that  300  t'o'fets  are 
guaranteed  for  the  season.  This  important  question  will 
be  settled  at  next  Tuesday's  meeting.  A  good  attendance 
is  particularly  asked  for. — Hon.  Sec. 

Woolwioh  luvicti  AMgling  Society,  Golden 
Marice,  Francis-street,  Woolwich. — The  members  of  the 
above  club  held  their  first  prize  outing  at  Yalding  on 
June  18.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  the  following 
being  successful :  C.  Foster,  roach  and  dace  ;  H.  Russell, 
roach ;  G.  Rowlum,  roach ;  A.  Bayne,  perch. — Hon. 
Reporter. 

Te  Olde  Clapham  Kovers'  Angling  Club,  The 

WindmiU,  Clapham  Park-road. — We  had  a  good  attend- 
ance at  club  on  Tuesday,  making  two  new  members. 
Although  we  were  not  successful  in  taking  a  prize  at 
Pulborough,  we  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  day's  outing,  our 
worthy  host  having  started  us  off  with  a  sumptuous 
breakfast.  Will  all  members  please  attend  on  Tuesday  to 
arrange  for  future  prize  outings,  having  just  rto3ived  a 
guinea  from  a  gentleman  to  add  to  our  numerous  prizes. 
— N.  Linden. 


The  outing  organised  by  the  Central  Association  on 
June  18  wa.B  a  gigantic  succets.  Mr.  Eldridge  announces 
another  for  July  2.  It  is  called  an  Open  Roving  Pishing 
Contest,  and  will  take  place  at  Amberley.  Get  your 
tickets  early  at  the  Rote  and  Crown,  21,  Goswcll-road. 
The  train  leaves  London  Bridge  at  G  50  a.m.  There  are 
twelve  prizes  in  money,  ranging  fi-om  £2  to  10a.,  besides 
other  prizes.  Entrance  fee,  6d.,  which  will  also  be  divided 
ia  7fl.  and  53.  prizes. 


The  new  "  Red  Book"  of  the  Anglers'  Association  will 
be  issued  very  shortly. 


The  new  peason's  Central  Guide  Book  is  to  hand,  and 
contains  an  immense  amount  of  matter  in  a  little  space. 
 >  »»♦ <  

Anglers  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  is 
seiiously  indisposed.  The  fact  is  he  works  too  hard.  No 
matter;  he  will  soon  "  pick  up,"  and  he  knows  that  his 
hard  work  in  the  cause  of  angling  and  benevolence  is 
appreciated. 

 >♦♦■»<  

On  June  18,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  Angling  Clubs,  a  competition  took  place  at 
Pulborough,  in  aid  of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Nurses'  Fund. 
I  journeyed  to  London  Bridge,  hoping  to  catch  the 
6  50  a.m.  train,  but — just  missed  it!  Saw  it  go  out. 
There  were  two  heavy  trains  on  this  occasion.  Mr.  Wade 
tells  me  I  might  have  caught  the  8.30.  Will  do  so  next 
time.  Turning  out  of  bed  at  5  a.m.  knocks  a  fellow  up 
for  the  day.  A  programme  (before  me)  shows  a  complete 
list  of  the  conditions  and  prizes  which  were  to  be  fished 
for  ;  and  Mr.  Greg  did  good  service  in  disposing  of  about 
400— all  for  the  benefit  of  the  Nurses'  Fund. 

 >  »>♦ <  

However,  Mr.  Wade  has  kindly  sent  me  his  "  official 
list,"  and  from  it  I  gather  that  although  many  hundreds 
of  anglers,  with  their  sweethearts  and  wives,  took  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  Pulborough,  only  about  330  anglers 
competed.  The  start — and  finish^was  simply  perfection. 
Not  a  "  bitch  "  in  the  whole  proceedings.  The  day  was 
an  ideal  one — not  too  sunny,  nice  breeze,  but  river  low 
acd  bright.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  (president  Central  Asso- 
ciation) was  boss  of  the  show,  ably  assisted  by  Messrs.  C. 
Watling  (at  scales),  Fred  Williams,  G.  Greg,  J.  Levisn, 
H.  Holder,  G.  Merry,  R.  Marshall,  J.  Poole,  R.  Clark, 
W.  Burkett,  and  J.  Wheelhouse. 

)  »  t  *  < 

The  host  of  the  Arun  Hotel  (Mr.  Simpson)  was  most 
attentive.  [He  was  never  any  other  in  my  time  !J  A 
contingent  of  anglers  cime  over  from  Portsmouth  in  the 
afternoon  to  see  the  weigh-in.  There  is  no  room  to  put  in 
a  list  of  all  the  prize  winners  and  prizes.  Suffice  is  to  say 
that  the  three  first  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  :  Mr.  J. 
Down  fCollingwood  A.S  ),  Mr.  Rosser  (St.  Alban's),  and 
Mr.  J.  Jones  (Anchor  and  Hope).  Further  particulars  as 
to  the  final  disposition  of  the  "  Walter  Emden  Cup,"  the 
"  W.  H  .  Elsmore  Cup,"  &c.,  must  be  held  over  until  next 
week. 


OiV  June  17  a  goodly  number  of  members  of  the  Serapis 
Society  of  Anglers  journeyed  to  Bures,  Suffolk,  and  com- 
iiiancei  the  season  by  fishing  the  liver  Stour.  "They  spant 
a  pleasant  day,  had  good  sport,  and  among  the  fish  captured 
were  several  fine  roach  and  bream.  The  anglers  mads 
this  visit  the  opportunity  for  holding  their  annual  dinner 
at  the  Eight  Bells  Hotel,  Bures,  where  the  landlord,  Mr. 
George  Cousins,  had  prepared  an  excellent  repast,  which 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed,  and  voted  by  the  partakers  of  it 
not  to  be  surpassed  for  variety  and  liberality  of  menu  ard 
utyle.  The  Serapis  Anglers  intend  making  another  visit 
to  Bures  at  an  early  date.  The  hon.  sec,  Mr,  Chirles 
Tilbury,  tells  me  I  must  come  down  with  them  next  time. 
We  shall  see,  Mr.  Charles.    I  may  possibly  be  coxsivcd. 

The  Daily  Mail's  issue  of  June  19  contains  the 
following:  '-During  the  tornado  which  destroyed  the 
town  of  New  Richmond,  Wisconsin,  lest  vreek,  a  horse 
was  carried  by  the  wind  into  a  church  steeple,  and  wedged 
between  til e  bell  and  the  wall  and  killed."  [What  oh! 
Mr.  Cook. J 


An  angler,  returning  from  his  day's  outing  in  last 
Sunday's  sunshine,  after  calling  at  various  places,  found 
himself  wandering  in  the  beautiful  stretch  of  pine  forest 
between  Weybridge  and  Woking,  where  there  are  said  to 
be  four  millions  of  trees,  all  as  straight  as  scaffold  poles. 
Happily  he  rambled  along,  chanting  softly  as  he  went  an 
angler's  lullaby  (written  probably  by  the  Lychnobite 
laureate),  a  soft,  sweet  croon  that  set  him  dreaming  of 
things  that  might  have  been  and  of  joys  to  come.  Erer 
and  anon  he  would  bump  his  head  against  a  tree,  until, 
tired  out  and  weary  of  blundering  from  trunk  to  trunk,  he 
sat  himself  down  on  a  stump  and  sadly  murmured, 
"  Better  wait  till  the  crowd  (jocs  by." 


Two  gentlemen,  both  afflicted  with  an  impediment  in 
the  eye,  ran  up  against  each  other  in  the  street.  "  Why 
don't  you  look  where  you're  going  ?  "  said  one.  "  Why  the 
dickens  don't  you  go  where  you're  looking  ?  "  retorted  the 
other. 

A  SMALL  bottle-nosed  whala  lift,  long  and  5ft.  in  cir- 
cumference has  been  captured  off  the  Essex  coast,  and  says 
the  Daily  Mail,  is  now  to  be  seen  on  the  beaoh  at  South- 
end. It  was  surprised  near  the  shore  by  some  local  fisher- 
men, who  managed  to  take  it  by  angling  it  up  in  an  old 
shrimpnfet.  Its  vitality  was  so  great  that  it  lived  for  fifty 
hours  after  capture.  The  idea  of  tackling  a  ton  of  lively 
whale  with  a  shrimp  net  does  in  the  least  impress  its 
captors,  who,  fays  a  correspondent,  "would  go  for  a  sea 
serpent  with  a  Jin.  rope." 


The  other  evening  I  looked  in  on  Mr.  Saunders,  the 
genial  and  courteous  manager  of  the  C.D.S.,  York-road, 
Battersea,  famous  for  its  fine  show  of  stuffed  fish,  and 
famous  also  for  its  trained  dog  and  pet  donkey. 
"  Twister,"  the  dog,  is  a  perfect  wonder.  He  can  waltz, 
pray,  feign  death,  and  to  see  him  stand  on  his  eyebrows  is 
enough  t3  raise  jealous  ire  in  the  breast  of  any  respectable 
tyke  for  ten  miles  round.  "  Ned,"  the  moke,  although  a 
jackass,  distinctly  shows  good  sense,  or  rather,  "  excellent 
taste,"  by  his  preference  for  "Scotch  and  soda"  and 
biscuits  to  oats  and  water ;  and  yet  one  really  cannot 
blame  poor  imitative  Ned,  as  ha  is  only  following  the  bad 
examples  set  Lim  by  his  more  advanced  brethren,  not 
even  for  his  attempts  at  "making  eyes"  at  the  young 
lady  behind  the  bar,  to  whom  he  seems  greatly  devotjd. 
I  might  add,  she  has  charge  of  the  biscuit  box.  The  fish, 
most  of  them  caught  by  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  in  company  with 
John  Keen,  are  really  a  fine  lot,  and  well  worth  a  visit, 
one  case  of  four  bream,  weighing  181b.  12oz.,  being  one  of 
the  best  lots  I  have  ever  seen. 


Last  wLuter,  the  weed  cutters  in  Fairford  Park  left 
a  coil  of  rope  hanging  from  the  coping  of  the  "Ivy" 
bridge.  When  they  came  again  this  summer  they 
found  a  tomtit  had  built  her  nest  in  it.  There  are  more 
kingfishers  on  the  Gloucestershire  trout  streams  than 
have  been  seen  for  years,  to  say  nothing  of  herons  and 
wild  duck. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  writing  from  Norfolk,  says : 
"  A  club  match  came  off  at  Brundall,  on  Saturday  last, 
on  the  Yare,  about  twenty-four  membeis  ccmpeting.  I 
saw  a  few  of  the  baskets,  and  they  were  very  light,  and  I 
understand  the  weight  taking  the  first  prize  was  only  just 
on  21b.  One  angler  not  competing  (Mr.  Markham)  had  a 
fair  lot  of  bream  and  roach  and  one  eel,  in  all  about  141b. 
I  went  out  and  had  a  few  roach  and  one  rndd,  but  they 
were  no  class.  The  gentleman  who  was  reported  last 
week  as  having  taken  1721b.  at  Buckenham  Ferry 
assures  me  that  he  captured  them  with  tackle  weighing 
7oz.  only  ;  so  I  must  withdraw  my  remarks  about  the 
net  in  his  case.  It  would  be  an  excellent  thing  if  the 
Mundella  Act  was  in  force  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  as,  if 
such  heavy  catches  are  taken  out  of  the  rivers  in  spawning 
season,  we  shall  be  sure  to  feel  the  effects  by  loss  of 
sport  in  the  course  of  time.  It  is  bad  policy  to  kill  fish  in 
the  breedipg  season."    [Hear,  hear,  W.  H,  B.] 


In  spite  of  lack  of  rain,  &o.,  some  of  the  knowing 
ones  who  made  early  calls  on  the  fish  on  June  18 
found  them  at  home,  and  not  altogether  indisposed  to 
"  receive."  I  hear  that  Mr.  Cecil  (Brompton  A.S.)  had  a 
nice  take  of  bream  from  the  Medway,  among  them  one  of 
31b.  4Joz. — not  a  bad  opening  to  the  season.  Mr.  Hills, 
of  the  same  club,  also  had  some  from  the  same  river,  while 
Messrs.  Briggs  and  Dungate,  nearer  home,  showed  tench 
up  to  21b.  Their  chairman  promised  me  a  few  words 
about  their  dinner,  but  he  tells  me  this  morning  he 
enjoyed  himself  so  much  that  he  is  unable  to  give  a 
coherent  description.  That's  the  beauty  of  extensions 
till  2  a.m. ;  some  people  are  satisfied  with  12.80. 

"A  I'iKE  of  unusual  size,"  says  'Straw  Hat,'  "has 
been  observed  in  the  Avon,  near  Evesham.  The  monster 
may  be  occasionally  seen  sailing  along  to  Charlton  weir- 
pool.  Several  have  had  a  try  for  him.  One  man  went  for 
him  with  an  anchor,  baited  with  a  dead  sheep;  but  he 
broke  one  of  the  flukes,  and  sailed  off  again.  Another 
tried  with  a  boat-hook  (dry  fly  fishing)  with  his  wife's  new 
hat,  trimmed  with  scarlet  geraniums  ;  but  nearly  lost  his 
life  in  swimming  back.  The  liahitat  of  this  giant  is  in  the 
narrow  part  of  the  river  (40yds.  wide),  and  such  is  the 
size  of  the  pike,  tliat  he  has  to  go  to  Charlton  weir-pool, 
where  the  river  widens  out,  before  he  can  find  space  to 
turn  round.  He  tried  a  somersault  the  other  day  to  get 
round,  and  fell  across  stream,  blocking  the  channel  until 
he  got  back  into  the  river  again."  [I'll  have  this  little 
beauty  on'  my  roach  pole,  J 


Mr.  H.  a.  Rolt  writes :  "  It  may  interest  those  of 
your  readers  who  fish  '  Locke  King's '  water,  at  Weybridge, 
to  know  that  for  the  future  no  tickets  will,  under  any 
circumstances,  be  issued  on  Sundays.  Anglers  wishing  to 
fish  on  those  days  must  obtain  their  tickets  from  Mr.  B. 
M.  Synge,  Eastlands,  Weybridge,  three  or  four  days 
beforehand.  Visitors  will  not  be  allowed  in  the  grounds, 
or  to  accompany  an  angler,  without  a  ticket,  and  the  only 
means  of  access  to  the  water  will  hencaforth  be  by  way  of 
the  gate  close  to  the  cemetery." 

 >♦»♦  <  

Among  the  fine  trout  recently  taken  on  the  Devonshire 
streams  was  a  beauty  of  just  over  41b.,  landed  from  the 
moorland  waters  of  the  Dart,  by  Mr.  S.  R.  Blade,  of 
Croydon.  The  same  rod,  in  company  with  his  brother, 
killed  three  on  another  occasion,  weighing  91b.  together. 


_  Ladies  will  again  be  to  the  fore  in  the  sports  competi- 
tions at  the  Aquarium  which  commence  in  July,  This 
time  the  bicycle  will  be  set  aside,  and  the  fair  competitors 
will  restrict  themselves  to  foot  races.  With  bright 
costumes,  for  which  special  prizes  will  be  given,  they 
should  prove  attractive.  By  the  way,  if  you  wish  to 
travel  from  "  Cairo  to  the  Cape  "  in  twenty  minutes  pay 
a  visit  to  the  Abuarinm. 

 >♦»♦<  

I  MEAN  to  follow  "  Squid  "  about  wherever  he  goes. 
My  camera  obscura  saw  him  at  Deal,  on  June  18;  but 
whether  it  was  my  presence,  or  that  his  time  was  so  much 
taken  up  by  the  late  hon.  sec.  of  the  B.S.  A.S.  he  did  not 
get  time  to  hatha  I  don't  know — but  he  did  not  renew  his 
natatorial  ebullitions. 


Me.  W.  Howes,  of  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills, 
Mildenhall,  writes  to  the  effect  that  the  River  Lark  "is 
very  full  of  roach  and  dace — more  so  than  he  remembers 
for  many  years.  Rain,  however,  is  needed  before  sport 
can  be  considered  good.  A  gentleman  staying  at  the  Bull 
(Mr.  Perkins)  is  having  fair  sport  among  the  dace  with  the 
fly.  Next  to  the  fly,  caddis  is  the  best  bait  to  use  on  the 
Lark.  In  another  fortnight  the  roach  (which  were  late  in 
spawning)  will  be  in  better  condition."  [Thanks,  Mr, 
Howes  ;  I  hope  to  sample  them  at  an  early  date,] 


While  on  the  subject  of  the  Lark,  I  may  say  thit  I 
have  my  new  season  ticket,  without  which  no  person  may 
fish  the  waters.  Mr.  Howlett  (the  general  secretary) 
informs  me  that  season  tickets  are  5s. ;  weekly  tickets, 
23.  Cd. ;  and  day  tickets,  Is.  6d.  He  also  says  "  there  are 
quantities  of  good  fish  all  along  the  stream  ;  water  rather 
low."  Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Howlett,  40, 
High-street,  Newmarket  (general  secretary),  or  of  the 
following  branch  secretaries :  Charles  Brown,  Mill-street, 
Mildenhall;  A.  B.  Kemp,  2,  Buttermarket,  Bury  St. 
Edmund's  ;  W.  Howes,  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills ;  J.  W. 
ChalUce,  40,  High-street,  Newmarket ;  G.  Hook,  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Icklingham  ;  G.  Fitch,  Plough  Inn,  Ickling- 
ham ;  C.  Crocombe,  Crown  Inn,  Icklingham, 


Oh  !  club  reports  are  my  delight. 

Oh  !  sees,  take  warning  strong : 
Don't  sample  the  malt  before  you  write. 

Or  else  you'll  write  right  wrong. 

And  don't — do  not  put  "  inst."  for  "  nit.," 

Or  folks  will  read  and  grin. 
Oh  !  please  take  note,  or  take  result  

Your  copy  won't  go  in  ! 


My  friend,  Mr.  E.  Hesse  (of  the  Gresham)  says  he  has 
had  a  few  days  with  the  May  Fly,  but  is  "  looking  forward 
to  the  much-abused  coarse  fishing,  and  hopes  to  capture 
some  good  dace."  He  also  asks  me  to  note  that  he  hai 
removed  from  Chisenhale-road,  E.,  and  taken  more  com- 
modious premises  at  9,  Canal-road,  Mile  End-road,  E.  It 
may  not  be  generally  known  that  Mr.  Hesse  (fish  paeserver) 
is  the  inventor  of  the  ' '  natural  eye  "  wti  ;h  he  uses  when 
mounting  fish. 


"  Carp,"  says  the  Portland  Oregonian,  "  have  bacome 
so  plentiful  in  the  sloughs  along  the  Columbia  that  fisher- 
men have  offered  to  supply  farmers  at  Scappoose  with  any 
desired  quantity  for  manure  at  five  dollars  per  ton.  No 
one  can  with  justice  call  the  carp  a  worthless  fish  after 
that.  As  tending  to  show  how  numerous  carp  are  in 
places,  a  farmer  states  that  a  few  days  ago  he  was  crossing 
a  slough  with  a  lot  of  green  grass  in  his  cart. 
The  grass  slid  off  iuto  the  water,  and  the  carp 
came  around  and  began  eating  it.  He  jumped  into 
the  waters  with  his  pitchfork  to  throw  the  grass 
back  on  his  cart,  and  a  regular  '  pitched  '  batt!e 
took  place  between  him  and  the  carp  for  the  posses- 
sion of  it.  The  carp  ran  against  his  l^gs  and  nearly 
threw  him  down,  but  he  worked  away  like  a  Trojan  and 
managed  to  save  about  half  of  the  grass,  and  with  it 
pitched  about  half  a  ton  of  carp  into  the  cart.  The  rest 
of  the  grass  was  eaten  by  the  carp  he  did  not  catch.  He 
was  on  his  way  to  the  city,  and  the  grass  was  iatendedasa 
lunch  for  his  horses.  When  he  arrived  here  the  carp 
among  the  wet  grass  were  all  alive  and  kicking,  and  he 
sold  the  lot  to  a  Chinese  fish-dealar  for  two  dollars  and  a 
half.  He  thinks  of  repeating  the  experiment  the  next 
time  he  comes  to  the  city." 

>  *  »  *  < 

"  Ik  I'm  not  home  from  the  club  at  ten  o'clock,  don't 
wait  for  me,  wife."  "  No,  I'll  not  wait  for  you.  If 
you're  not  home  I'll  go  for  you."  Dragnet. 
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THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


NO   MORE   BULKY   FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches.  Widtli,  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts, 
Flies,  and  Hooks,  and,  though  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room 
in  the  pocket,  and,  having  turned  down 
leather  Saps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size.  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size, 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
CLOSED.  Dealers,  or 

WILLIAM   BIRKET,   Lord  Street,  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Agents  :  S.  AIiIiCOCK  &  CO.,  BEDDITCH. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

33  Pages  ol  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id, 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  lUustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  tbe  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.  C.  G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"Dumb  Things  All"  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friendf  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookatalla,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office:  TUDOR  ST..  E.C 


BENETriNK? 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/2  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

PINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS. 

3yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1  -  each,  10  -  per  doz. 
A  FRESH  CONSIGNMENT  OF  GUT  NOW  IN  STOCK. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 


from  2/5 
»  12/6 
„  7a- 
„  56 
96 


ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted 
HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING 
TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish  .... 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS     -      -      -      -      -  - 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.  - 

Large  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7^oz.      -      -  25/- 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9^ft.,  lOft., 

and  lOift.   21  - 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  -      -  21  - 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21  ■ 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  -  21  - 


Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


Free. 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.e. 


TBASE  MASZ  (Begd.). 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


N.B., 


manufacturer  of  every  description  of 


FISHING   TACKI-E   SXJITABI-iE    for  ALL    PARTS    of  tJ^e  ViTORLD. 


MALLOGH'S 
SUPERIOR  TROUT 
RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  Superiority  of  Worlfmanship, 
Balance,  and  Casting  Power. 

lOft.,  in  3  pieces,  with  spare  top,  26;-,  28'-,  34/-. 

11"  .  „  28/-,  30 -,36/-. 

12ft.,  „  30/-,  32 -,38  -. 

With  cork  grip,  6/-  extra, 
lift,  in  2  pieces,  with  spare  top, 
snake  rings  and  cork  grip    . . .  40/-. 

SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  ROSS. 

18ft.  steel  snake  rin^s,  steel  revolving 
top  rings,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted, 
rubber  button,  &c.     The  very  best  Eod 
hat  can  be  produced         ...       ...  ...67/-. 

16ft.  Eod,  same  as  above,  57  -. 
Very  larqe  aiiiiortment  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  Xoc/»  and  JUver  files,  for  the  Scotch 
JjOchs  and  Rivers,  all  tested  patterns  and 
beautlfull]/  tied. 
The«e  Fliks  have  obtained  Highest  Awards  wherever 
kxhibitzd. 


MALLOCH'S 
Patent 

CASTING  REEL 

(Improved  Pattern). 


MALLOGH'S  PATENT  GASTINC  REEL 

Improved  Pattern,  in  Gun-metal  or  Alumi- 
nium. The  greatest  boon  to  anglers  yet  invented 
for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds 
of  coarse  fishing  ;  unsurpassed  for  long  distance 
casting ;  simple,  and  easy  to  learn.  Eods  and 
lines  specially  suited  for  these  reels 
MALLOCH'S 

PATENT  ADJUSTABLE  BRAKE  REEL 

In  Gun-metal  or  Aluminium.  The  brake  is 
easily  operated  by  the  hand,  whereby  the  check 
can  be  regnilated  at  will  by  simply  turning  the 
milled  disc  on  spindle.  This  should  prove  a 
great  advantage  to  anglers,  as  the  check  can  be 
regulated  without  having  to  take  the  reel  to 
pieces,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  reel. 

MALLOGH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASES. 

For  salmon,  grrilse,  sea  trout,  and  eyed  flies 
of  all  sizes.  Handy  and  compact,  each  fly 
secured  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement. 

Malloch's  Gold  Medal  Salmon  and  Trout  Seels. 
In  Gim-metal,  A.l>iminiuni,  Ebonite,  aitd 
Cocns  Wood.    Made  in  IS  different  sizes. 
ILLUSTRATED    PRICE    LIST  FREE. 
Telegrams:  "  .M AI.I.OCH.  PKRTH." 


"Were  taken  in  1897  on  one  of  our  Special  TAPERED  SINGLE  GUT  CASTS,  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  1  -  each, 

10-  per  dozen  (3  yards). 

SALMON  and  TROUT  RODS,  FLIES,  and  CASTS  of  the  HIGHEST  QUALITY. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORb, 


19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. ; 
and  at  PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Thkrk  was  a  big  budget  of  sucoeasful  angling  experi- 
encei  forthcomiDg  at  Monday's  meeting,  when  Mr.  Robert 
C.  Blundell  took  the  chair,  and  genially  presided  over 
a  large  company  of  members.  First  and  foremost  came  a 
report  from  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley  of  a  grand  take  of  chub 
a  friend  and  himself  had  made  in  the  Thames  on  one  rod, 
using  it  alternately.  This  was  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  something  like  50Ib.  weight  of  the  loggerheads  went 
into  the  well,  the  heaviest  fish  being  one  of  41b.  2oz. 
The  same  member  also  related  his  experiences  in  Ireland 
(twenty-five  miles  from  Sligo,  to  be  a  little  more  exact), 
dapping  for  trout.  Despite  the  calm  weather  (the  worst 
condition  for  fishing  of  the  description  named),  he  had 
had  a  most  enjoyable  time,  getting  a  goodly  number  of 
fine  fish  up  to  41b.  in  weight,  the  latter  with  the  dry  fly. 
Mr.  H.  Harden,  who  as  an  exponent  of  dry  fly  work  has 
few  superiors,  stated  that  he  bad  been  prevailed  upon  to 
take  a  lesson  in  Thames  trouting,  and  with  so  eDthusiastic 
and  fortunate  a  mentor  as  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  be  made  a 
meat  promising  dc'hut.  taking  a  two-pounder,  which  was 
returned.  Mr.  Harden  described  the  locus  in  quo 
(Pangbourne)  as  an  "  angler's  paradise,"  and  expressed 
hia  intention  of  paying  the  place  a  second  visit  at  the 
first  opportunity.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  himself  took  a  trout 
of  3ib.,  which  was  also  put  back  to  grow  in  stature  if  not 
in  wisdom.  From  the  Uxbridge  water  more  trout  had 
been  taken ;  in  fact,  they  were  just  beginning  to  come  on. 
Mr.  H.  Marks  had  one  of  lib.  15oz. ;  Mr,  Preston  Gardner 
a  21b.  4oz.  fish,  in  fine  condition,  and  a  brace  of  chub  ; 
Dr.  Ogier  Ward  a  mixed  bag  with  the  fly ;  Mr,  Neville 
Davis  a  brace  of  chub ;  and  other  members  had  coarse 
fish.  The  roach,  however,  have  hardly  got  over  spawning 
operations,  and  are  not  fit  to  take  as  yet.  Mr.  H.  P. 
Thompson,  who  had  been  on  a  holiday  in  Wales,  had  done 
well  with  trout.  Dr.  Chas.  S.  Patterson  told  an  amusing 
tale  of  his  "  chasing  "  the  May  Fly,  wandering  hither  and 
thither  in  search  of  a  spot  where  there  wa,s  a  rise.  First 
the  fly  was  up  and  the  fish  were  not  taking  ;  then  it  had 
been  on,  and  the  fish  had  fed ;  and  lastly,  the  fly  was  over, 
and  he  was  too  late.  The  largest  bag  the  doctor  had 
heard  of  as  being  made  was  one  of  forty  brace  in  a  week 
\sith  two  rods,  on  the  Kennet,  all  fish  being  over  lib.  12oz. 
Dr.  Patterson  had,  notwithstanding  his  hurrjings, 
fair  sport,  and  actually  hooked  a  trout,  which,  when 
it  felt  the  steel,  skimmed  across  the  water  and  jumped 
out  on  to  the  opposite  bank  to  that  from  which  he  was 
angling.  It  then  broke  loose,  and  wriggled  back  to  its 
native  element  again !  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  gave  an 
account  of  his  capture  with  fly  of  a  splendid  Colne  Irjut 
of  51b.  8oz.,  on  private  water  above  the  scoiety's  Uxbridge 
fishery.  'The  same  gentleman  also  lad  several  brace 
of  smaller  trout,  and  numbers  of  chub.  Finally,  the 
chairman  gave  a  general  description  cf  the  prospects  of 
trout  and  coarse  fishing  at  Uxbridge,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the  toasts  of  "Absent 
Friends"  and  "The  Piscatorial  Society"  being  drunk 
with  the  usual  enthusiasm.  M,  G.  E.  de  C, 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Wednesday,  June  21,  Mr.  H.  W.  Lane  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Wood  reported  having  been  fishing  at  South- 
wick  with  Peacock.  On  June  17,  he  and  Mr.  Minchin  took, 
oS  the  Billy  Buoy,  five  score  of  pout,  and  one  pollack,  31b. , 
and,  further  off,  £ome  plaice  and  dabs,  a  "  nuss,"  and  a 
decent  crab ;  and  trailing  home,  Mr.  Minchin  took  a  bass, 
IJlb.  On  June  18,  starting  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
they  started  fishing  at  Loo  Gate  about  5  30  a.m.  The 
boatman  took  conger,  and  Mr,  Wood  took  bream  (sixteen, 
up  to  31b,  in  weight).  The  best  conger  weighed  over  321b. 
There  were  nine  conger  altogether.  Mr.  Minchin  took  a 
nice  lobster.  In  the  evening  the  sea  anglers  saw  a  fair 
quantity  of  sand  eels. 

The  chairman  drew  attention  to  an  advertisement : 
"  Wanted,  a  valet,  accustomed  to  sta  fishing,  who  can  bait 
hooks,  with  a  good  character."  The  hon.  sec.  drew 
attention  to  the  first  action  of  the  Oalatea,  sent  ovt  to 
Iceland  to  look  after  the  interests  of  our  trawlers,  which 
vessel  had  captured  three  British  trawlers  fishing  within 
the  prescribed  area. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  Lord  Heneage's  notice  to  move 
the  rejection  of  the  Trawlers'  Certificates  Suspension 
Bill. 

Mr.  Bates  Ehowed  a  new  lead  link,  which  appeared  much 
stronger  than  those  originally  shown  some  weeks  back. 

The  question  of  protecting  iron  from  the  action  of  isa 
water  was  discussed,  and  the  general  feeling  was  that 
nothing  would  beat  coppering  by  the  cyanide  process. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.  Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan 
occupied  the  chair.  Messrs.  Atkinson  and  Nelson  were 
unanimously  elected  members  of  the  society.  Two 
gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership.  Mr.  Bentley 
again  presented  the  library  with  two  books,  for  which  he 
was  accorded  the  heartiest  thanks  of  the  meeting.  Fishing 
reports  :  Mr.  Emery,  at  Chesham,  two  brace,  one  brace 
returned,  the  fish  kept  were  taken  on  the  Alder,  and 
weighed  respectively  21b.  l|oi!.,  and  |lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Tayler 
("Red  Palmer"),  two  days  in  Hampshire,  seven  trout 
over  ten  inches  in  length  with  the  May  Fly,  Alder,  and 
Ksd  Palmer, ;  Mr.  Chasteney,  two  brace  of  trout,  Chesham, 
with  the  Alder  and  Grey  Quill  ;  Mr.  Goodwin,  seven 
trout  from  private  waters,  one  retained,  killing  fly,  the 
Cinnamon  Quill ;  Mr,  W.  Meyers,  one  trout,  private 
water;  Mr.  H.  Canton,  at  Buokenhara,  bream  and  roach, 
total  bag,  l  llb. ;  Mr.  Gibson,  at  Hertford,  trout  and  dace, 
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returned ;  Messrs.  Norman,  Basten,  and  Maull,  at  New- 
haven,  several  dabs  and  weevers  up  to  Gresham  standard  ; 
Mr.  Connellan,  at  Hertford,  five  dace,  returned.  The 
new  book  for  chronicling  the  result  of  day's  fishing  is  now 
at  the  Black  Hoise,  at  Chesham,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
members  will  enter  fully  therein  the  catch,  fly,  state  of 
water  acd  atmosphere.  The  lantern  lecture  last  week  by 
Mr.  J.  Jeffery  (known  as  "Straw  Hat")  was  of  a  very 
interesting  character.  The  attendance  wa»  very  large, 
even  for_  the  Gresham,  and  the  lecture  was  received  with 
acclamation.  Space  does  not  allow  of  going  into  details, 
but  every  well-known  spot  from  source  to  London  Bridge 
was  shown  upon  the  screen.  The  lecture  was  interspersed 
with  anecdotes  and  songs  by  the  lecturer  and  his  son.  At 
the  conclusion,  a  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
lecturer  was  passed.  The  usuil  tcaata  and  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanka  to  the  chair  concluded  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

 Alexwright,  Hon.  Sec. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  June  delegate  meeting  of  this  flourishing  associa- 
tion, held  this  week  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden- 
lane,  City,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  presiding,  three  new  clubs 
were  enrolled.  They  were  the  Kensington  Park  A.S., 
the  Slough  Wanderers,  and  the  Ashford  (Hoxton)A.S. 
Representatives  from  forty-eight  affiliated  clubs  attended 
the  meeting,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  cheques  to 
the  amount  of  £90  were  ordered  to  be  drawn  to  meet 
current  expenses.  The  secretary  (Mr.  R.  Ghurney)  re- 
ported that  he  had  issued  500  railway  privilege  tickets  to 
members  in  excess  of  the  number  sent  out  at  this  peiiod 
last  year.  Several  new  hon.  water  bailiffs  were  appointed 
in  connection  with  the  association's  fisheries,  and  a  deputa- 
tion was  received  from  the  Uxbridge  Rovers  asking  the 
association  to  approach  the  Great  Western  Railway  with  a 
view  of  privilege  tickets  being  issued  from  Slough, 
Uxbridge,  and  West  Drayton.  Hon.  Reporter. 


THE  ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 
ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  report  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1899,  is  brief 
but  favourable,  viz.  :  "  Your  committee,  in  presenting 
this,  the  nineteenth  annual  balance-sheet  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  cannot  but  congratulate  the  members 
of  the  society  upon  its  continued  prosperity.  After  dis- 
tributing £268  in  grants,  there  yet  remains  a  balance  in 
hand  of  nearly  £600.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  increased 
support  will  be  given  to  the  society,  to  enable  an  increased 
amount  of  assistance  to  be  given  in  deserving  cases." 

N.B. — Collecting  boxes  for  the  receipt  of  small  dona- 
tions will  be  supplied  to  angling  societies  desirous  of 
placing  such  in  their  club-rooms,  and  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society. 

The  committee  meet  on  the  second  and  fourth  Fridays 
in  each  month  at  the  committee-room.  Club  Union 
Buildings,  Clerkenwell-road,  E  C. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

[Extracts  from  the  Report  from  the  Diamond  Jubilee 
Blue  Book  of  the  Society.] 

Nothing  very  exc9ptional  has  occurred  in  the  way  of 
stocking,  but  the  work  of  preservation  and  watching  has 
been  actively  kept  up.  Unfortunately,  the  continued 
apathy  of  those  who  should  be  most  interested  in  sup- 
porting the  keeping  up  of  a  standard  head  of  fish  for 
sporting  purposes  puts  an  undesirable  limit  to  the  work 
and  efforts  of  the  society,  and,  consequently,  without 
adequate  funds  to  do  better,  we  must  "  cut  our  coat  to 
suit  our  cloth,"  An  admirable  exception  to  this,  however, 
calls  for  attention.  The  committee  have  the  pleasure  and 
gratification  of  acknowledging  the  special  kindness  of  the 
Central  Association  of  London  Anglers  in  organising  an 
angling  competition  at  Amberley,  Aug.  28,  1898,  whereby 
an  accretion  of  eighteen  guineas  was  made  towards  our 
funds.  The  committee  regret  that  the  Anglert'  Associa- 
tion do  not  make  a  grant  such  as  they  formerly  did,  and 
appoint  delegates  as  of  yore,  seeing  that  the  committee 
would  gladly  avail  themselves  of  their  co-operation  and 
assistance  both  financially  and  advisory,  as  representing  a 
large  number  of  anglers  resorting  to  the  Thames,  and 
participating  in  the  advantages  of  the  society's  work. 

Fish  Stocking. 
No  available  opportunity  for  netting  has  offered  during 
the  year,  but  the  committee  are  fully  alive  to  the  mitter, 
and  will  embrace  every  reasonable  chance  of  improving 
the  fishery  by  such  mears.  Owing  to  the  kindness  of  one 
of  our  vice-presidents,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  a  very  accept- 
able gift  of  twenty  large  trout,  from  31b.  to  6 Jib.  each, 
was  secured  ;  and  under  the  personal  care  and  attendance 
of  Mr.  B.  V.  Corrie,  of  Winchester,  these  fine  fish  (after 
being  labelled  in  the  dorsal  fin)  were  turned  into  the  river 
without  mishap  by  the  last  named  gentleman,  between 
Kingston  and  Hampton  Court.  The  committee  have  given 
full  consideration  to  the  question  of  purchasing  stock  fish, 
and  after  making  due  inquiry  from  various  fish-culturists, 
it  was  decided  that  the  heavy  expense,  as  compared  with 
the  proportionate  return,  would  not  justify  the  outlay  of 
the  society's  moneys  in  purchasing  the  quantity  of  fish 
offered.  "The  committee  on  this  subject  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  reiterate  the  views  expressed  in  the  last  pirairaph 
of  their  appeal  under  the  heading  of  "  Objects  of  the 
Society." 

The  committee  have  been  approached  by  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook,  of  Elm-lea,  South  Stoke,  Reading,  as  chairman  of 
the  Thames  Re-stocking  Association  (founded  at  Kingston 
some  two  years  sices),  with  a  view  to  promising  pecuniary 
support  for  aequirimg  a  site,  erecting,  maintaining,  and 
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running  s  coarse  and  general  fish  culture  establishment  in^ 
some  neighbourhood  adjacent  to  the  river  Thames.  After 
full  discussion,  the  comntittes  decided  that  no  portion  of 
the  limited  funds  entrusted  to  them  could  in  their  opinion 
be  properly  demoted  to  the  furtherance  of  such  a  scheme. 

Illeoal  Fishing,  Night  Fishing,  Pollution, 
Un.sizablb  Fish,  &c. 
The  committee  are  pleased  to  report  that  owing  to  the 
excellent  and  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy's officers  with  those  paid  by  this  society,  aided  by 
that  of  our  honorary  keepers  in  watching  and  preasrva- 
tion  work,  none  but  trivial  offences  have  occurred  during 
the  past  year,  with  the  exception  of  one  offender,  who, 
having  been  previously  warned,  was  prosecuted,  fined,  and 
convicted  at  Staines.  The  absence  of  similar  causes  of 
complaint,  combined  with  the  undoubted  fact  of  the  highly 
increased  purity  of  the  river,  owing  to  the  continuona  and 
joint  action  of  the  county  councils  and  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Board,  is  highly  encouraging  to  the  objects  of  the 
society. 

Protection  ok  Spawn  from  Swans,  Ducks,  &c. 

"rhanks  to  the  action  and  substantial  assistance  of  the 
society's  newly-elected  president,  Mr.  H.  L.  W.  Lawson, 
L.C.C.,  J. P.,  &c.,  the  committee  are  enabled  to  report 
that  the  damage  under  this  heading  has  fortunately  thia 
year  been  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The  Lord  Chamberlain, 
through  Sir  J.  Ponaonby  Fane,  K.C.B.,  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Dyers'  and  Vintnera'  Companies,  has  caused 
the  removal  of  the  barren  awana  (estimated  at  fifty)  during 
the  perch  spawning  season  ;  and  thia  has  been  done  at  a 
cost  to  thia  society  of  2$.  per  swan  per  week,  so  long  as 
the  society  considers  necessary.  The  first  birds  were 
removed  between  Stainea  and  Hampton  Court  on  Monday, 
April  17,  1899,  and  the  remainder  n(xt  day  (Tuesday),, 
between  Hampton  Court  and  Teddington  Lock  ;  and  it  ia 
proposed  to  keep  them  off  four  weeks  as  being  sufficient. 
But  in  the  event  of  the  season  proving  cold,  &o.,  the  com- 
mittee hope  to  confine  these  birds  until  such  time  as  the 
ova  shall  have  hatched  out.  Of  course,  this  vrill  mean 
further  exoense  to  be  charged  to  our  current  balancs 
(^154  5s.  7d.). 

The  committee  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that 
Mr.  _H._  Osborne  O'Hagan,  of  Hampton  Court,  on  the 
application  of  the  hon.  sec,  haa  moat  conrteoosly  and 
promptly  isaued  instructions  to  his  bailiff  to  take  off  the 
ducks  belonging  to  him  from  the  river  during  the  coarse 
fish  spawning  season,  and  to  do  anything  further  that  he 
can  to  help  the  society  in  the  protection  of  the  fishery. 
Mr.  O'Hagan  regrets  his  inability  to  join  the  committee  in 
their  deliberations,  but  has  generously  promised  five 
guineas  annually  to  the  futds.  Some  ducks,  fed  and 
encouraged  by  a  gentleman  at  Thames  Ditton,  are  alleged 
to  be  wild,  and  so  unable  to  be  caught  and  housed. 

Further  precautions  have  been  taken  by  means  of  placing 
vdre  netting  round  the  perch  spawn.  This  has  been  done 
by  W.  Douglas,  the  head  keeper,  assisted  by  J.  Knight,  of 
Kingston ;  Marsh,  of  Chertsey  Lock,  and  members  of  the 
committee. 

Prospects  of  the  Society. 
Although  not  making  the  headway  they  would  desire, 
the  committee  hops  that  another  year's  work  will  enable 
them  to  repDrt  more  cheerfully  on  the  appreciation  of  their 
efforts. 

Jubilee  Dinner  and  River  and  Lock-Keepers' 
Dinner. 

The  former  of  these  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
and  the  latter  at  the  Criterion,  Piccadilly.  As  marking  an 
epoch  an  abbreviated  account  of  the  Jubilee  dinaer 
appears  on  page  20  et  sequitur.  At  the  river  and  lock- 
keepers'  dinner,  which  was  fully  attended  by  the  "guests," 
a  very  comfortable  and  pleasant  evening  was  passed  under 
the  genial  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J. P.  The 
expenses  connected  with  the  foregoing  functions  have  been 
defrayed  entirely  and  independently  of  the  society's 
income,  and  consequently  do  not  appear  in  the  society's 
accounts. 

Officers  of  the  Society. 
The  only  material  alteration  during  the  past  year  was 
brought  about  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Harry  Lawaon  Webster 
Lawson,  M.A.,  J.P.,  L.C.O.,  of  37,  Grosvenor-square, 
London,  aa  president,  under  the  circumstances  disclosed 
in  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall's  remarks  at  the  Jubilee  dinner. 
The  proposition  having  been  submitted  after  due 
notice  to  the  members  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Lawson 
was  unanimously  asked  by  the  executive  to  accept 
the  presidency,  and  in  most  kindly  terms  consented  to 
accept  the  office,  and  to  do  all  that  he  could  in  future  for 
the  best  interests  of  this  old  society.  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall, 
J. P.,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  have- 
each  consented  to  continue  in  their  respective  otBces  of 
chairman  of  committee,  vice-chairman,  and  hon.  secretary 
and  hon.  treasurer. 

H.  Whitmoee  Higgins, 

Hon.  Sec.  and  Hon.  Treasnren. 


LARGE  THAMES  TROUT  (REAL  AND 
ALLEGED). 

"  Concerning  the  large  Thames  trout  as  to  which  there- 
is  neither  doubt  nor  mystery,  viz.,  the  lOJlb.  fish  caught 
by  Mr.  Gwynne  Witherington,  as  stated  in  the  Fiehl  of 
last  Saturday,  I  omitted  to  add  that  the  fish  is  on  view  at 
Rowland  Ward's,  16C,  Piccadilly,  where  it  may  be  seen  by 
any  who  would  like  to  study  its  fine  proportions. 

"  We  now  come  to  the  mysterious  fish  of  171b.  3oz.,  as 
to  which  the  dearth  cf  details  was  deplc  red  in  the  same 
tumber  of  the  Field.  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  who  has 
been  for  many  years  familiar  with  the  Thames  and  its 
fishing,  on  hearing  of  this  record  monster,  rushed  off  to- 
Radoot  Bridge  to  make  inquiries,  and  found  thit  Mr 
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Temple,  of  the  Swan  Hotel,  knew  absolutely  nothing 
about  it.  He  then  pursued  his  inqairiea  elsewhere,  and 
thus  writes  upon  the  subject : 

'  I  have  interviewed  Mr.  Wilton,  the  fishmonger,  of 
High-street,  Maidenhead,  respecting  the  large  trout,  and 
he  assures  me  it  was  a  Thames  fish,  but  the  ciptor  did 
not  wish  his  name  known.  It  was  on  view  at  Mr.  Wilton's, 
and  attracted  considerable  attention  whilst  lying  on  the 
slab.  It  was  eventually  purchased  by  Sir  B.  L.,  packed 
up,  and  sent  to  London — whether  for  eating  or  to  be  pre- 
served could  not  be  stated.  As  I  wrote  you  from  Radcot 
Bridge  hotel  yesterday,  the  proprietor  there  knows 
nothug  about  it ;  and,  though  he  has  tried  to  find  out, 
everyone  he  asks  in  the  neighbourhood  is  as  much  in  the 
dark  as  he  is.' 

■'  No  other  communication  has  reached  the  Field  office 
about  this  trout,  except  a  letter  received  yesterday  asking 
whether  it  is  not  possible  that  the  fish,  after  all ,  was  caught 
at  BiOingsgate.  To  what  has  already  been  said  upon  the 
subject  of  large  Thames  trout,  I  may  now  add  that  there 
was  at  one  time  a  considerable  discussion  about  a  23|lb. 
Thames  specimen  which  was  shown  at  one  of  the  exhibi- 
tions ;  but  this  was,  after  considerable  controversy, 
generally  pronounced  to  be  an  old  salmon  kelt.  The 
newest  claimant  for  high  honours  appeared  in  yesterday's 
Daily  Keirs  as  follows  : 

"  '  Mr.  Edmund  Foster,  Clewer  Manor,  Windsor,  writes : 
'  In  your  impression  of  Saturday  last  I  read  the  '  Record 
Thames  Trout.'  I  thought,  therefore,  the  following 
incident  might  interest  you.  About  the  year  1834,  the 
late  Lieut. -General  Sir  Samuel  Hawker  was  staying  here 
with  my  father.  As  he  was  fond  of  fishing,  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  fellow  angler,  the  late  Mr.  Batchelor, 
who  then  rented  Black-pots,  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Provost  of  Eton.  They  went  out  fishing  together  in  a 
pnnt,  and  Sir  Samuel  Hawker  caught  a  trout  which,  on 
being  brought  home,  was  put  in  the  scales,  and  weighed 
221b.  Sir  Samuel  Hawker  married  a  daughter  of  the 
famous  Mrs.  Siddons,  and  was  a  personal  friend  of 
William  IV.  He  sent  the  trout  as  a  present  to  the 
king.  Sir  Samuel  Hawker's  fishing  rod  is  still  in  my 
possession.'  " — Red  Spinnke  in  the  Field. 


Anglers  on  some  of  the  upper  sections  of  the  Dee  are 
terribly  disappointed  with  the  results  of  fh?  past  season. 
Barely  200  fish  have  been  got  on  the  Glentana  water, 
which  in  an  average  season  usually  yields  600  or  so.  Some 
of  the  far  inland  beats  have  even  fared  worse  in  proportion 
to  their  size  and  cost.  _____ 

If  this  be  the  case  with  Dee  anglers,  what  can  it  be  with 
others  under  less  advantageous  circumstances  ?  It  has 
been  the  worst  season  experienced  during  the  past  decade, 
if  not  on  record.  Yet  on  certain  sections,  such  as  the 
Dess,  Durris,  and  Woodend  waters,  anglers  have  little  to 
complain  of  in  the  way  of  sport,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  every  reason  to  be  gratified  at  the  good  things  which 
have  come  their  way.   

Tlie  cost  of  the  spring  season  on  the  Glentana  Dee 
waters  is  put  down  at  £8  per  fish  up  to  the  end  of  May. 
On  the  Cambus  O'May  waters  the  cost  is  put  down  at 
£11  per  fish.  Yet  both  on  the  Glentana,  Cambus  O'May, 
and  Ballater  waters  the  cost  in  an  average  season  is  not 
more  than  30s.  per  fish  at  most. 


The  Invercauld  private  Dee  water  cost  £450  till  the 
end  of  May ;  and  if  thirty  fish  have  been  killed  in  the 
aggregate  since  the  opening,  at  least  not  more  than  that 
have  been  got.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  £15  per  fish,  and 
is  probably  the  dearest-rented  section  for  its  worth  on.tibe 
Dee.   

Anglers  have  themselves  to  blame'for  high  rentals.  It 
is  purely  the  law  of  supply  and  demand,  and  not  a  matter 
of  fish.  If  tbey  will  chase  the  proprietors  with  big  offers, 
and  even  blank  cheques,  the  proprietors  would  be  fools  to 
refuse  j  and  yet  many  do  not  let  to  the  highest  bidder. 

The  river  Lossie  is  so  reduced  in  size  that  one  can 
scarcely  credit  that  a  fatal  accident  was  possible  in  any  of 
its  pools.  Yet  James  Rogan,  a  young  lad,  lost  his  life 
last  week  in  the  Bruceland  Pool  near  Elgin.  He  had  been 
angling,  and  coming  to  the  pool  the  temptation  to  bathe 
induced  him  to  strip  and  plunge  in,  When  he  cramped  and 
sank  almost  immediately. 

A  strange  salmon  case  was  decided  last  week  by  Sheriff 
Robertson,  which  will  stand  as  a  common-sense  judgment 
at  least.  John  Duncan,  Aberdeen,  was  fined,  at  the 
Chester^  Police  Court,  £15  lOs.,  including  expenses,  for 
having  in  his  possession  a  salmon  during  the  close  time. 
He  bought  the  salmon  from  Anderson,  who,  when  the 
case  arose,  asked  him  to  plead  guilty,  saying  he  would 
meet  all  expenses  to  keep  his  name  out  of  it,  but  he  had 
since  then  refused  to  do  so,  and  hence  the  present  action. 

Sheriff  Robertson,  in  deciding  in  favour  of  the  defender, 
said  "  It  was  an  illegal  transaction  to  deal  in  salmon, 
and  it  was  wrong  to  impede  the  course  of  justice  by 
pleading  guilty  so  as  to  save  Anderson.  The  court  can- 
not now  lend  itself  to  enforce  a  counterpart." 

The  inter-university  athletic  contest  between  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen  Universities    was  rarived  at 


Aberdeen  on  Saturday,  when  the  meeting  was  a  brilliant 
success.  It  is  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  they  were  last 
held.   


On  the  Don  some  excellent  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
got  during  the  past  season — for  the  season  is  now  prac- 
tically over  for  the  fly  fisher.  Some  two  or  three 
6-pounders  are  among  the  few  and  far  between  heavy  fish 
got  in  the  middle  reaches,  while  quite  a  number  of 
2,  3,  and  4-pounders  have  been  met  with. 


The  Aberdeen  Rock  anglers  are  having  a  good  time  of  it. 
On  Saturday  forty  competitors  entered  for  the  association's 
trophy,  which  goes  to  the  highest  aggregate  made  by  teams 
representing  the  four  fishing  districts.  Newtonhill  scored 
831b. ;  Portlethen,  721b. ;  Cove,  621b. ;  and  MuchalU,  361b. 


The  supplies  of  salmon  and  grilse  show  a  slight  improve- 
ment along  the  east  coast  netting  station,  but  there  is  a 
falling  off  again,  on  the  other  hand,  on  the  river  and 
estuary  waters,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  drought. 


The  Shin  has  received  2000  salmon  fry  from  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland's  hatchery  at  Brora.  Dr.  Almond,  Edin- 
burgh, the  angling  lessee,  ,  pays  the  initial  expenses  of 
transport.  _____ 

The  Deveron  District  Board  are  to  erect  a  salmon 
ladder  on  the  burn  of  Turriff ;  but,  meantime,  the  final 
steps  in  the  matter  have  been  deferred  tiU  next  meeting. 


A  large  f  ohool  of  whales  appeared  off  Thurso  sands  on 
Monday  morning,  all  of  the  bottle-nose  species.  Great 
excitement  prevailed  as  the  whales  were  driven  ashore  on 
the  sands.  The  sea  was  red  with  their  blood  as  they  lay 
-floundering,  and  no  less  than  104  were  captured.  Most  of 
them  measured  20ft.  in  length.  What  value  they  may 
bring  has  not  been  yet  ascertained.  The  catch  lies  close 
to  the  fisher  part  of  the  town,  and  if  no  external  demand 
be  made  for  them  the  authorities  are  dreading  that  they 
will  be  run  into  considerable  expense  by  having  to  remove 
the  carcases  for  sanitary  reasons.  Such  a  scene  was  never 
witnessed  in  Thurso  before.  Special  Scotch. 


(Provincial  Botes 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
last,  June  15,  at  the  headquarters,  to  arrange  finally  when 
and  where  the  annual  contest  should  take  place  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  society.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  fully 
attended.  After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had 
been  passed,  the  secretary  read  a  number  of  letters  bearing 
upon  them,  which  went  to  show  that  certain  of  the 
minutes  would  have  to  be  rescinded.  In  the  first  instance, 
the  railway  companies  objected  to  running  a  half-day 
excursion  on  the  Saturday.  This  matter  was  considered 
first,  when  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  have  a  day 
excursion,  and  hold  the  contest  on  Monday,  July  10. 
Letters  were  read  showing  that  there  was  no  accommoda- 
tion at  Bredon  for  a  large  number  of  contestants,  and  this 
year  Mr.  Mealing,  of  the  Ship  Inn,  Pershore,  could  only 
find  contest  ground  for  300  contestants,  and  as  the 
mowing  grass  at  Wyre  would  perhaps  not  be  cut  by 
July  10  it  was  decided  to  select  another  place,  when,  after 
a  little  discussion,  it  was  decided  to  fish  the  contest  in 
the  river  Severn  at  Tewkesbury,  and  that  the  Old  Black 
Bear  should  be  the  headquarters  during  the  contest.  No 
fish  under  the  association  scale  to  be  weighed-in,  and  that 
only  coarse  fish  be  weighed-in.  Anyone  taking  trout  must 
return  them  to  the  water  with  the  least  possible  injury  ; 
anyone  retaining  them  without  a  trout  licence  will  run  the 
risk  of  being  prosecuted.  The  contest  will  be  open  to  all 
members  of  the  Birmingham  and  District  AsBociation. 
The  entrance  fee  to  members  of  the  A.B.S.  will  be  63., 
and  to  non-members.  Is. ;  the  extra  sixpence  from  non- 
members  will  go  towards  purchasing  prizes.  The  com- 
petition for  the  challenge  cup  and  silver  medal  will  be 
again  confined  to  members  of  the  A.B.S.  Any  member 
of  the  Birmingham  Association  wishing  to  join  the  society, 
and  compete  as  a  benevolent  member,  must  be  enrolled  on 
the  society's  books  on  or  before  June  30  next.  A  circular 
has  been  sent  out  asking  for  prizes,  and  the  contest  tickets 
have  been  sent  out  to  the  whole  of  the  clubs.  Handbills 
giving  the  train  times  will  be  issued  in  due  course. 
Contest  rules  will  be  issued  on  the  morning  of  the  contest. 
The  Victoria  Society  opened  the  season  by  fishing  a  con- 
test in  the  canal  at  Alrewas  on  Monday.  A  good  number 
of  the  members  took  part,  but  sport  was  of  a  very  poor 
description,  as  only  about  six  of  the  members  succeeded 
in  taking  prizes,  the  successful  six  being  in  the  order 
named :  B.  Wilcox,  T.  Squlch,  J.  Thompson,  G.  Scott, 
E.  Scott,  and  L.  Hunt.  The  secretary  of  this  club 
informs  me  that  up  to  the  present  only  the  pound  above 
the  junction  has  been  emptied.  The  Manor  Angling 
Society,  which  meets  at  the  Manor  Tavern,  Clifford  St., 
Aston,  have  again  rented  about  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
Fazeley  Canal,  starting  from  the  basin  near  the  Navigation 
Inn  to  Salts  Bridge.  This  water  is  splendidly  adapted 
for  contests,  as  it  is  near  to  Birmingham,  and  contains  a 
good  quantity  of  roach  and  perch.  Any  club  wishing  to 
fish  a  contest  in  this  water  can  do  so  for  a  small  sum, 
according,  to  the  number  of  members.  All  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  secretary,  Mr.  G.  Jackson. 


The  St.  Pwil's  Society  laeW  their  general  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening  laet.  About  100  triembers  were  present. 
The  balance-sheet  of  the  society  was  presented  by  the 
secretary.  This  went  to  show  that  the  club,  after  paying 
all  liabilities,  had  a  balance  of  over  £47  in  hand.  £.o  of 
this  sum  was  voted  for  a  bye  contest,  and  the  sum  of  £6 
was  also  added  as  the  proceeds  from  the  Christmas  ball 
and  concert.  Other  prizes  were  promised  from  one  guinea 
downwards,  and  it  was  decided  to  fish  the  conttst  in  the 
Avon,  at  Defford,  on  July  '.I  next.  Mr.  F.  Hughes  was 
appointed  referee.  Some  hundreds  of  our  members  turned 
out  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  but  from  all  parts  comes 
the  report  that  the  fish  were  dead  off  the  feed,  and  that 
very  little  was  done.  On  Sunday  we  had  heavy  rain, 
which,  no  doubt,  will  make  things  better.  The  roach  in 
the  Avon  are  anything  but  clean,  and  it  will  be  some  little 
time  before  they  are  fit  to  take. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
The  week's  angling  on  Derbyshire  streams  has  been  good 
generally,  taking  into  consideration  that  the  fish  have  been 
pretty  well  glutted  with  their  feast  on  the  May  Fly  lately. 
Fortunately,  after  the  long  spell  of  warm,  dry  weather, 
plentiful  and  most  welcome  rain  has  fallen  within  the  las: 
few  days,  which  has  freshened  the  waters  and  wakened  up 
the  fish  considerably.  The  streams  are  now  in  fine  con- 
dition, and  the  trout  are  rising  freely  in  places  in  the 
early  and  the  late  times  of  the  day.  Fly  angling  continues 
fairly  satisfactory,  and  bottom  fishing  has  greatly  improved 
since  rain  fell,  and  both  trout  and  coarse  fish  have  been 
taken  in  considerable  numbers.  Anglers  are  numerous 
on  most  of  the  streams,  and  most  of  them  appear 
to  have  enjoyed  tolerably  good  sport,  and  some  of 
them  have  made  really  excellent  creels.  The  middle 
and  lower  lengths  of  the  Dove  have  furnished 
nice  lots  of  fish  of  various  kinds  to  fly  and 
bottom  fishers.  Some  very  fair  baskets  have  been 
made  on  the  Dovedale  waterj,  and  there,  as  on  the 
higher  lengths  up  to  Beresford  and  Hartington,  the 
angling,  as  a  rule,  has  baen  fairly  satisfactory.  Sport  on 
the  neighbouiing  Manifold  has  improved  since  the  rain 
fell,  and  several  decent  creels  have  been  made  in  places, 
both  on  the  open  and  the  private  waters.  Anglers  who 
have  been  out  on  the  Fenny  Bentley  stream  have  taken  a 
few  nice  lots  of  fish,  chiefly  by  fishing  under  the  trees  and 
bushes.  Ply  fishing  on  the  Wye  has  been  on  some 
days  fairly  good.  On  the  Ashwood  Dale,  Wye  Dale,  and 
Miller's  Dale  lengths,  and  on  the  Cressbrook  and  Monsal 
Dale  waters,  decent  creels  of  good-sized  fish  have 
been  killed ;  and  tolerably  good  sport  has  been  had 
on  several  of  the  reaches  between  Ashford  and 
Bakewell.  Artificial  fly  fishing  on  the  Bakewell  and 
Rowsley  lengths  has  been  moderately  good,  and  several 
fair-sized  creels  have  been  made  by  anglers  there,  of  which 
on  most  days  there  has  been  the  full  number  allowed.  A 
few  fishermen  have  had  some  pretty  sport  on  the  High 
Peak  tributaries  of  the  Derwent,  in  Edale,  Hope,  and 
Ashop  Dale.  Small  creels  only  have  been  made,  as  a  rule, 
but  they  required  both  patience  and  skill.  On  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Derwent,  between  Derwent  HaU  and  York- 
shire Bridge,  several  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  made 
both  by  fly  and  bottom  fishers,  and  some  nice  lots  of  fish 
have  been  killed  on  the  Wood-lane  and  Bamford  lengths. 
The  Sicleholme,  Hathersage,  and  Grinffleford  waters  have 
had  numerous  visitors,  some  of  whom  have  had  tolerably 
good  sport,  and  made  fair  baskets ;  and  on  the  open 
and  the  private  reaches  between  Stoke,  Calver,  and 
Baslow  fly  anglers  have,  on  the  whole,  done  pretty  well. 
Most  of  the  lengths  of  the  ChatswortU  waters  have  been 
well  patronised,  and  the  angling  has  been  fairly  good  both 
on  the  Park  lengths  and  on  the  lower  lengths  by  Calton 
Woods,  Beely,  and  Rowsley.  With  one  or  two  exceptions 
— one  of  eight  brace — no  particularly  good  baskets  have 
been  made  there  by  any  of  the  anglers.  Lower  down,  on 
the  Darley  and  Matlock  waters,  most  kinds  of  angling 
has  been  of  a  moderate  description ;  a  few  fair  baskets  have 
been  made,  but  not  much,  as  a  rule,  has  been  done. 
Several  decent  lots  of  trout,  roach,  dace,  and  other  coirse 
fish  have  been  killed  on  the  Holmesford,  WatstanweU, 
Ambergate,  and  Belper  reaches  by  fly  and  bottom  anglers. 
Angling  prospects  continue  good. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE)' 

Coarse  fishing  opened  last  week  on  the  Fen  rivers  and 
drains  with  every  prospect  of  a  successful  season.  The 
reports  to  hand  show  that  dace,  perch,  and  bream  are  very 
forward  ;  but  roach  have  spawned  later  than  usual,  and  a 
few  weeks  must  elapse  before  they  are  in  oandition.  Most 
waters,  however,  are  teeming  with  fish,  and  on  some 
lengths  of  the  Witham — which  is  the  premier  river  in  the 
Fens — the  outlook  is  the  best  known  for  some  years.  On 
several  of  the  minor  drains  the  weeds  will  prevent  a  com- 
mencement of  operations  for  the  present ;  but  when  these 
have  been  cut  there  should  be  no  hindrance  to  sport.  The 
waters  have  suffered  during  the  last  week  or  two  in  con- 
sequence of  the  drought,  but  a  change  has  now  taken 
place  in  the  shape  of  duller  weather  with  congenial 
showers.  There  is  an  outcry  amongst  subscribers  to  the 
Forty-foot  for  better  facilities  for  capturing  eels,  which 
are  a  veritable  nuisance  to  roach  fishermen  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season.  The  present  bye-laws  of  the 
Black  Sluice  Commissioners  only  permit  these  fish  to  be 
taken  by  rod  and  line,  and  the  use  of  hives  is  now 
suggested. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  splendid  weather  since  the  advent  of  the  season  for 
coarse  fish  has  caused  our  local  anglers  to  be  out  in  con- 
siderable force,  and  several  streams  have  been  visited,  but 
the  results  have  invariably  been  the  same — a  decided  die- 
appointment — for,  although  in  most  parts  the  conditions 
were  favourable,  yet  the  fish  are  too  sickly  to  hd  allured 
by  our  ordinary  baits,  but  very  dainty  in  what  they  obtain, 
chiefly  feeding  upon  insect  life  and  the  small  shoots  of 
weeds  at  the  sides  of  the  streams.    It  is  fnll  early  on 
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onr  local  river,  the  Hull,  for  BucVegrful  opcrtitions  amongst 
roaob,  although  a  few  have  already  been  taken  in  the  top 
stretches  with  maggot  and  straw?  bait ;  and  on  the  rivers 
Ancbolme  and  Ludd  with  maggots.  A  nice  catch  of  roach 
and  dace  is  also  reported  from  the  Hull,  at  Aike  Beck-end, 
with  pearl  barley,  but  the  best  fish  were  out  of  condition, 
being  scabby.  Some  good  psrch  have  been  taken  at  the  beck- 
ends  and  eddies  with  the  Maiden  Dew,  and  in  first-class 
condition,  giving  excellent  sport ;  and  several  small  pike 
have  also  been  taken  in  the  Wawne  and  Dunswell  dis- 
tricts, and  flounders  and  eels  continue  to  be  plentiful  at 
the  latter  named  places.  The  Duke  of  York  Angling 
Society  decided  a  match  in  the  river  at  Wawneferry,  but 
only  had  very  moderate  sport.  The  first  three  prize 
winners  were  Messrs.  J.  Collins,  T.  Tather,  and  G. 
Stroud.  The  Horns  Angling  and  Recreation  Society  also 
fished  a  match  at  Weelferry,  Mr.  Kirk  Smith  taking  the 
first  prize,  and  Messrs.  W.  Smith  and  G.  Scott  the  next 
two.  A  few  very  nice  trout  have  been  met  with  in  the  top 
stretches  above  Hempholme  Lock  during  the  past  week. 
Mr.  G.  Schofield,  a  member  of  the  Central  Hull  A.S., 
showed  a  brace  and  a  half,  the  heaviest  scaling  lib.  O^oz., 
and  also  another  of  close  upon  lib.  Another  good  fish  is 
reported  from  Minto  Flatts,  estimated  to  weigh  about  21b. 
A  few  splendid  perch  have  also  been  taken  whilst  worm 
fishing  at  both  Wawne  and  in  the  Dunswell  district,  scaling 
from  jlb.  to  about  lib.  each.  Several  matches  will  be 
decided  by  our  locil  clubs  to-day  (Saturday)  on  various 
waters.  The  Albert  A.S.  and  Stoneferry  A  S.  have 
selected  the  river,  the  former  at  Hull  Bridge,  and  the 
latter  at  Weelferry.  The  fishing  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  from  the  river  head  down  to  the  river  Humber  has, 
through  the  combined  action  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association  and  the  Hull  Preservation  Society, 
been  acquired  for  the  Hull  anglers,  and  a  joint  committee 
of  the  two  organizations  met  on  Thursday  evening  last  to 
decide  upon  the  terms  of  fishing,  which  I  am  informed  is 
as  follows,  viz. :  To  members  of  the  two  organisations,  and 
to  residents  within  three  miles  of  the  cinal,  season 
tickets.  Is.  each  ;  and  to  all  other  anglers,  season  tickets, 
2s.  6d.  ;  daily  tickets  to  be  issued  at  3d.  each.  The  joint 
annual  open  match  of  the  River  Hull  and  Excelsior 
Angling  Societies  was  held  on  the  Ancholme,  at  Ferriby 
Sluice,  on  Saturday  afternoon  last,  when  about  500  anglers 
availed  themselves  of  the  pleasurable  steamboat  trip  down 
the  river  Humber. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  lake  district  fishery  conservators,  at  their  recent 
meeting,  had  under  consideration  a  petition  for  an  altera- 
tion in  Ithe  close  time  for  trout  and  char.  The  memorial 
was  largely  signed  by  residents  in  Windermere  and  Amble- 
side, and  asked  that  the  season  might  begin  on  March  2, 
instead  of  April  1.  A  deputation  was  also  in  attendance 
to  back  up  the  appeal,  their  reasons  being,  briefly,  that 
Easter  fell  in  March  during  a  great  number  of  years ;  that 
the  fish  in  Windermere  were  in  the  very  best  condition  in 
that  month — better  almost  than  at  any  other  time ; 
and  that  at  present  there  were  often  not  more 
than  ten  weeks  in  the  year  when  fly  fishing  could  be 
enjoyed,  April  and  May  being  practically  the  only 
two  months  there  were.  Other  arguments  were  also 
adduced,  and  after  considerable  discussion  the  adop- 
tion of  March  2  was  carried,  an  amendment  fixing 
March  15  as  the  opening  day  being  lost.  Since  Sunday 
some  showers  have  fallen  locally.  Vegetation  has  improved 
thereby  ;  but  rivers  have  not  been  affected,  and  are  now, 
as  a  rrJe,  low  and  decidedly  dirty.  Day  fishing  is  almost 
out  of  the  question,  though  a  few  good  trout  have  been 
secured  in  the  evenings,  mostly  from  the  lakes.  On  the 
Keswick  waters  Mr.  T.  Mayson  has  been  successful  in 
■ecuring  fish  of  IJlb. ,  2 Jib.,  and  31b.  apiece,  and  a  couple 
of  41b.  pike.  Other  anglers,  including  Messrs.  Spark, 
Hodgson,  Elliott,  Coulson,  &c.,  have  had  trout  up  to  Ijlb. 
each  ;  and  Messrs.  J.  and  M.  Stanley  a  few  pounds  each 
from  St.  John's  Beck.  On  the  Eden,  the  maggot  used  as 
an  auxiliary  to  the  fly  has  accounted  for  six  or  seven  brace 
to  the  rods  of  Messrs.  Armstrong,  Howe,  and  others.  On 
the  Derwent,  Messrs.  Minnikin  and  others  have  enjoyed 
good  sport,  and  some  good  perch  are  being  obtained  from 
the  lakes,  several  fish  of  nearly  21b.  each  having  been 
caught.  This  weight,  however,  is  much  above  the  average 
of  our  lake  district  perch. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  season  was  opened  at  Leigh  with  an  open  event, 
promoted  by  Mr.  Dawson  and  his  merry  men,  and  partook 
of  a  sweep  and  added  money.  After  a  very  keen  contest 
the  awards  were  as  follows  :  First,  W.  Makin,  Wigan ; 
second,  T.  Hurst,  Wigan ;  third,  A.  Smith,  Leigh ; 
fourth,  G.  Wilson,  Wigan;  fifth,  J.  Makin,  Wigan.  The 
Urmston  and  Flixton  Angling  Society  opened  the  season 
on  the  17th  with  a  match  for  Capt.  Stott's  cup,  which  was 
won  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Spittle.  The  next  contest  is  at  Irlam, 
on  July  1,  six  to  eight.  Just  now  the  Flixton  reservoirs 
are  fishing  remarkably  well,  and  the  fish  are  in  good  con- 
dition. The  Lune  and  tributaries  are  not  in  order  for 
good  fishing,  but,  nevertheless,  some  good  baskets  are 
reported  with  the  May  Fly.  In  the  Tebay  and  Sedburgh 
districts  dishes  of  5lb.  to  81b.  are  noted.  Sea  trout  are 
running  better,  some  getting  into  the  nets.  The  Irlam 
and  Cadishead  waters  are  fishing  fairly  well,  and  some 
nice  fish  have  been  killed.  The  match  fished  there  last 
week-end  was  not  the  success  hoped  for,  but  perhaps 
the  water  is  not  suitable  for  matches.  The  Ribble 
for  some  time  hag  been  so  low  and  clear  that  good 
eport  was  out  of  the  question.  Migratory  trout  for 
some  time  have  been  in  the  tideway,  waiting  for  a  suit- 
able opportunity  to  ascend.  The  open  event  promoted  at 
Liverpool,  and  fished  last  week-end  on  June  18,  was  noted 
for  two  things,  viz,,  that  all  the  prizes  go  to  the  Bast  End 
AsBOciitioii,  and  that  the  fish  were  very  small.  The  first 
prize,  seventeen  fish,  SJoz.,  and  the  second  prize,  thirty- 
one  fish,  8oz.,  amply  confirms  the  latter  remark.  The 


Merry  Anglers  are  due  at  Althorpe  on  June  25  to  fish 
their  first  match  of  the  present  season.  The  Wyre  has 
been  sadly  neglected,  very  few  rods  being  out  and  little 
sport  obtained,  the  best,  in  all  probability,  being  on  the 
lower  or  tidal  reaches.  The  water  has  been  low  and  clear, 
but  at  St.  Michael's  some  large  fish  are  to  be  seen.  From 
Warrington  comes  the  old  story  of  progress.  The  roll-call 
is  steadily  increasing,  and  promises  to  be  bigger  than  ever. 
The  opening  of  the  season  did  not  produce  any  great 
excitement,  but  probably  the  natives  are  reserving  them- 
selves for  the  annual  holiday  next  week.  The  Kingfishers, 
Salford,  are  holding  their  annual  piscatorial  picnic  in 
Cheshire  on  the  28th.  The  Horseshoe  Angling  Society, 
Pendleton,  have  altered  the  date  of  their  spcond  contest 
from  July  8  to  Aug.  19,  so  as  not  to  clash  with  the  match 
arranged  by  their  neighbours  at  the  church. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Openahaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton  Angling  Society 
opened  the  season  with  a  match,  as  usual,  at  Althorpe. 
The  list  of  prizes  was  long  and  the  articles  themselves 
both  valuable  and  useful.  The  amount  of  fish  taken  did 
not  cause  any  undue  excitement,  being  small,  but  the 
prizes  were  all  awarded  as  follows  :  Messrs.  G.  Yates,  R. 
Dyson,  8.  Maude,  J.  Wright,  A.  Sylvester,  J.  Emmett, 
D.  Renshaw,  J.  Renshaw,  J.  Fairclongh,  G.  Shaw,  T. 
Arnold,  W.  Renshaw,  J.  Warrender,  A.  Clark,  T.  Acton, 
and  R.  Duckworth.  The  event  gave  great  pleasure  to  all 
taking  part  in  any  way.  The  Longsight  Victoria  A.S. 
fished  their  first  match  at  Poynton  last  Saturday,  when 
winners  were  found  for  the  prizes  as  follows  :  First,  F. 
Taylor  ;  second,  H.  Abbott ;  third,  V.  Hothersall.  After- 
wards a  smoker  was  much  enjoyed  by  the  members.  Mr. 
Mayers,  their  chairman,  made  a  few  suitable  remarks. 
The  Duke  of  Cambridge  A.S.  are  due  at  Althorpe 
on  the  25th  inst.  to  fish  the  opening  matcti. 
The  old  Standard  A.S.  fished  a  mitch  at  Strines 
on  the  18th  inst.,  some  unforeseen  circumstances 
changing  the  venue  from  Chester.  The  following  are  the 
winners  of  prizes :  First,  Mr.  J.  Vignerot  ;  second, 
Mr.  Parker ;  third,  Mr.  Chadwick ;  fourth,  Mr.  Clark ; 
fifth,  Mrs.  Chadwick.  The  match  programme  of  this 
society  will  be  rearranged.  The  next  event  is  at  Poynton, 
on  July  16.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  for  their  three  days' 
fixture  at  Poynton — 24th,  25th,  26th — will  fish  three  hours 
each  day  ;  ground-baiting  and  blood  worms  not  allowed. 
They  are  to  have  a  special  event  at  Coombs'  reservoir  in 
the  near  future.  The  Lancaster  Angling  Society,  Long- 
sight,  open  the  season  with  a  match  at  Poynton  on  July  2, 
for  three  good  prizes  ;  several  other  contests  are  arranged. 
This  society  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  expecting  to  see 
some  excellent  specimens  adorning  their  club-room  very 
shortly.  The  Beswick  and  District  Angling  Society  have 
arranged  to  fish  their  first  match  on  July  16,  at  Althorpe. 
The  Stag  Angling  Society  fish  their  first  match  on  July  2, 
for  a  good  list  of  prizes.  The  Clarendon  Angling  Society, 
now  about  forty  strong,  have  fixed  on  Aug.  6  for  their  first 
match.  The  Derby  Angling  Society,  Salford,  fished  their 
novice  match  last  Saturday,  the  17th,  and  had  no  difiiculty 
in  awarding  all  prizes  as  follows  in  order  :  Messrs.  G  Hay, 
J.  Bennett,  T.  Robinson,  H.  Hills,  J.  Peel,  G.  Beardsley, 
H.  Redfern,  and  J.  Walker.  Tbe  contestants  appear  well 
sitisfied  with  their  maiden  efforts.  Mr.  Robt.  Yates, 
of  Hulme,  secured  a  nice  pike  at  North wich,  in  the  flashes 
last  week-end.  Just  now  a  visit  to  Poynton  Pool  will  pay ; 
several  good  catches  are  reported  during  the  past  few  days, 
including  large  bream. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Very  little  has  yet  been  done  on  the  Yare.  A  few  boats 
have  been  out,  but  the  catches  have  been  very  small.  On 
the  Bure  and  its  tributary,  the  Ant,  however,  some  nice 
baskets  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  obtained.  The  fish 
have  recovered  from  spawning  more  on  the  Bure  than  on 
the  Yare,  and  in  some  places  have  fed  very  well.  The 
May  Ply  season  on  the  Wensum  has  been  quite  an  average 
one,  and  some  very  nice  trout  up  to  3Jlb.  have  been  taken. 
At  Fakenham,  on  the  Wensum  Preservation  Society's 
water,  the  limit  catch  has  been  obtained  on  two  or  three 
occasions,  and  the  fish  have  been  in  excellent  condition. 
All  the  waters  of  this  district  are  in  good  condition, 
except,  perhaps,  that  some  rain  would  benefit  the  upper 
waters,  but  tor  the  lower  waters  the  roach  and  bream 
fishers  do  not  want  anything  but  a  continuance  of  this  fine 
warm  weather. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  has  fallen,  and  on  Wednesday  the  Trent  rose  a 
few  inches,  though  the  rise  was  evidently  destined  not  to 
last  long.  Anglers  have,  since  my  last,  been  out  in  force, 
and  scores  of  chub  have  been  creeled,  chiefly  with  the  fly, 
heaviest  from  Kelham  and  Sawley.  Barbel  were  killed  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  at  Wilford,  with  the  caddis  grub 
and  worm,  and  admirers  of  the  grub  regret  the  scarcity  of 
the  supply.  At  Shardlow,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
WaUis,  Mr.  S.  Wallis,  and  Mr.  T.  Large  caught  a  nice  lot 
of  dace  with  gentles,  and  the  first  named  speaks  highly  of 
his  recent  angling  holiday  in  Scotland.  He  bagged 
numbers  of  trout  besides  one  salmon.  Mr.  H.  Spray, 
Mr.  E.  S.  Edgar,  and  Mr.  T.  0.  Jones  have  used  the  fly 
with  success  at  Shardlow,  where,  too,  a  friend  of  the 
president  of  the  Wellington  Society  is  reported  to  have 
(whipping)  hooked  and  landed  a  handsome  trout  of  21b. 
Chub  are  backward  in  condition,  and  barbel  will  show 
more  sport  later  on.  The  rain  has  replenished  the 
markets  with  lobworms,  and  these  have  done  wonderful 
execution  amongst  eels.  Several  sweepstakes  are  in 
course  of  arrangement. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  very 
favourable  for  angling  generally,  and  with  the  occasional 
rainfalls  the  various  waters  have  been  kept  in  excellent 
condition  for  fly  fishing.  The  Drake  or  May  Ply  season  is 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  at  an  end,  and  on  several 
occasions  anglers  have  had  good  sport  with  them.  Amongst 


the  visitors  to  Derbyshire  during  the  past  week  have  been 
the  Marquis  of  Granby,  Col.  Hardy,  and  Lord  Rowley, 
who  have  been  having  first-class  sport  on  the  upper  Lath- 
kill.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  been 
fishing  in  a  first-class  manner.  The  Chatsworth  Club 
waters  have  furnished  a  lot  of  sport  to  the  mem- 
bers, and  the  cl«b  waters  of  Darley  Dale,  Matlock  Bridge, 
and  the  Bath  have  been  well  attended  to  with  satisfactory 
results,  a  lot  of  nice  fish  having  been  killed,  the  most 
effective  flies  being  Yellow  Duns,  Ash  Duns,  and  Black 
Gnats.  On  Tuesday  morning,  Mr.  G.  James  Eaton,  of 
Matlock  Bridge,  had  a  very  nice  take  on  fishing  at 
Matlock ;  the  four  I  saw  were  splendid  specimens  of 
speckled  beauties,  the  heaviest  being  18in.  or  20iD.  long, 
and  just  touching  the  scale  at  31b.  A  finer  fish  the  most 
ardent  angler  could  not  hope  to  get.  The  other  three 
ranged  from  Jib.  to  lib.,  and  are  in  excellent  condition. 
Prospects  for  barbel  fishing  in  the  Derwent  are  said  to  be 
very  rosy,  for  there  have  been  a  lot  averaging  from  51b.  to 
71b.  each.  Locally,  trout  anglers  have  had  the  best  sport 
in  the  old  Bradfield  dam  and  in  the  Loxley  river.  The 
Damflash  reservoir  has  been  regularly  visited,  anglers 
going  after  the  big  fish  it  is  known  to  contain.  Lately 
some  very  good  ones  have  been  secured.  The  upper 
portion  of  the  Sheaf  has  been  yielding  a  fairly 
good  amount  of  sport,  the  evening  anglers  accounting  for 
two  or  three  brace  of  fish  generally  weighing  about  |lb. 
each.  The  coarse  fishing  season  opened  last  week,  and 
has  been  warmly  welcomed  by  the  thousands  of  Sheffield 
anglers,  and  the  opening  trips  of  the  season  last  week-end 
were  extensively  patronised,  numbers  going  to  the  well- 
known  resorts  in  Lincolnshire  and  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Wash.  In  some  places  the  season  has  not  opened  as 
nicely  as  could  have  been  wished,  and  so  far  the  best  sport 
in  the  Witham  has  been  obtained  amongst  the  bream. 
Prospects  for  the  Trent  are  of  a  first-class  description,  the 
spawning  season  having  been  a  very  successful  one,  and 
already  roach,  chub,  barbel,  and  dace  are  in  a  very  forward 
condition. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Friday  numbers  of  coarse  fish  anglers  lined  the 
banks  of  some  of  the  streams,  Severn,  Teme,  and  Avon 
being  about  equally  patronised.  The  close  season  was  over, 
and  they  were  anxious  to  try  their  luck.  On  the  17th  and 
18th  inst.  there  were  several  competitions.  On  Saturday 
afternoon  the  Crown  Inn  Club  fished  their  first  contest  of 
the  season  at  Kempsey,  in  the  Severn.  Nearly  all  the 
members  turned  up.  The  weather  was  exceedingly  hot, 
the  take  of  fish  small,  and  not  all  the  prizes  won.  A 
capital  smoking  concert  finished  up  the  evening.  On  the 
18th  inst.  the  Nag's  Head  Club  fished  their  contest  in  the 
Avon  at  Twyning  Fleet.  A  large  number  of  the  members 
competed.  Fish  quite  off  the  feed,  but  the  eels  were 
biting  freely,  and  nearly  all  returned  home  with  weighty 
creels,  some  of  the  eels  large.  All  the  prizes  were  won. 
—  Dolphin,  first ;  A.  Glover,  second  ;  C.  Palfrey,  third  ; 
H.  Robinson,  fourth ;  W.  Palmer,  fifth ;  A  Clark,  sixth. 
The  York  House  Club  fished  their  contest  in  the  Severn 
at  Leuchf ord,  whither  they  j  lurneyed  by  steamer,  the  latter 
part  of  the  contest  being  fished  in  pouring  rain.  Here, 
again,  eels  were  well  on  the  feed,  and  but  few  fish  taken. 
Mr.  W.  Young  was  first,  and  with  others  weighed-in  a  fine 
perch,  lib.  ijoz.  ;  Mr.  Cotton  second,  vfith  a  nice  lot. 
The  Teme  is  very  low  and  clear,  but  the  weather  up  to 
Sunday  last  so  hot  and  sunny  that  fishing  between  9  a.m. 
and  6  p  m.  was  almost  useless  ;  in  the  evening  fair  sport 
wae  had  aU  up  the  river  with  fly  and  maggot,  and  some 
very  nice  trout  were  captured,  and  one  angler  told  me  the 
grayling  rose  well  at  the  Wickham.  A  few  coarse 
fish,  chiefly  chub,  were  taken,  but  roach  and 
dace  seem  quite  off  feed,  not  having  yet  recovered 
from  their  breeding  duties.  The  Evesham  Fish 
Preservation  Society,  which  has  done  good  work 
in  that  portion  of  the  Avon,  held  their  annual  meeting  in 
the  Town  Hall  on  Friday  evening,  the  chair  being  taken 
by  Mr.  E.  H.  Wadams.  E.  Rudge,  Esq.,  was  elected 
president  for  the  coming  season  ;  Messrs.  Jas.  Faulkner, 
J.  Swift,  and  J.  W.  Hopkins,  vice-presidents;  Mr.  A.  H. 
Sharp,  treasurer  and  hon.  sec.  Matters  of  interest  to  the 
association  were  discussed  and  complaints  made  of  the  way 
the  boats  were  constantly  occupied  by  strangers  last 
season — persons  who  were  friends  of  non-resident  members 
— and  it  was  proposed  to  exclude  anglers  from  Birmingham 
and  other  places,  and  confine  membership  to  the  district. 
The  matter  was  discussed  at  some  length,  and  finally 
referred  to  the  committee.  The  angling  clubs  of  the  town 
are  both  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  sonie  impor  ant 
contests  are  being  arranged  for.  Salmon  fishing  has  been 
somewhat  better.  A  large  fish  or  two  and  some  nice 
gillings  have  been  taken  by  the  nets  between  Worcester 
and  Tewkesbury.  The  water  in  the  Severn  was  very  stale, 
but  the  heavy  rain  we  have  had  since  Saturday  has 
freshened  it  up  considerably,  and  we  may  expect  better 
sport  all  round  in  the  coming  week. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  had  run  low  and  clear,  and  the  abundant  rain- 
falls which  have  occurred  these  last  few  days  have  done  good 
all  round,  and  reports  show  that  the  rivers  generally  are 
now  in  excellent  condition.  At  the  week-end  trout  were 
rising  to  the  fly  in  all  directions  on  some  waters,  and  good 
baskets  were  secured  on  Friday  and  Saturday  by  expert 
anglers.  These  remarks,  however,  apply  only  to  a  few 
favourite  haunts,  but  the  rains  of  Sunday  and  still  more ' 
recently  have  improved  the  conditions  all  round,  and 
encouraging  accounts  are  to  hand  from  the  Harrogate 
Club  waters,  the  Nidd,  Wharfe,  Ure,  Derwent,  and  Esk, 
where  something  like  remunerative  sport  is  being  enjoyed. 
Fresh  run  salmon  and  salmon  trout  have  long  been  waiting 
to  ascend  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  there  seems 
promise  of  abundant  sport.  Fishermen  out  during  the 
past  week  have  made  good  catches.  One  great  advantage 
of  the  rains  has  been  to  clear  the  weeds  away  from  i£e 
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shallows.  Momiiig  and  evening  fishing  is  most  sacoeasful 
at  present,  aa  the  fish  are  then  well  on  the  feed.  Daring 
the  day  it  has  been  very  warm.  There  is  every  prospect 
of  good  sport  with  coarse  fish.  There  was  a  favourable 
spawning  season,  and  chub,  barbel,  and  dace  are  numerous 
anl  in  fine  condition.  A  number  of  York  angling  clubs 
have  fished  their  first  matches,  and  results  are  satisfactory. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
W.  GoLDSWORTHY. — The  fish  you  sent  us  for  identifica- 
tion is  undoubtedly  a  dace. 


Corresponirencc 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Corres-pondentsJ] 

A  BLACK  VOLE. 

SiE, — ^WTiilst  fishing  in  the  Onny  at  Plowden,  Salop,  a 
few  days  since,  I  saw  a  perfectly  hlach  water  rat  or  vole. 
I  had  ample  opportnnitieB  of  watching  it,  and  am  quite 
sure  as  to  its  species. 

It  was  the  same  size  as  the  ordinary  water  rat,  but 
absolutely  distinct  from  the  small  black  water  shrew 
which  I  have  occasionaUy  seen.  Is  not  this  a  rare  occur- 
rence ? 

On  the  same  day  I  also  saw  a  pair  of  birds,  which,  on 
reference  to  a  book  on  birds,  I  found  to  be  "  Pied  Fly- 
catchers." 

I  have  never  seen  these  birds  before,  and  I  believe  they 
are  rare  visitants  to  this  country — anyhow,  to  Shropshire. 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  inserting  this  letter. — 
Youn  truly,    James  M.  Etches. 

FISHING  QUERIES  ANSWERED. 
Deae  Sir, — "  Tyro  "  wUl  find  plenty  of  fishingat  Keswick; 
in  fact,  it  is  the  best  location  in  Lakeland.  Rivera  Derwent, 
Greta,  and  St.  John's.  Derwentwater  also  fiehes  well,  I 
bslieve.  Of  course,  he  does  not  need  to  be  told  that 
July  is  the  poorest  month  for  trouting,  unless  he  knows 
how  to  fish  the  clear  water  worm ;  then  it's  about  the 
best. 

"  C.  W.  E."  could  not  do  better  than  take  his  boys  to 
this  district,  for  the  reasons  stated.  I  should  recommend 
him  to  advertise  in  the  Carlisle  Journal  for  farmhouse 
accommodation.  The  distance,  travelling  by  Leeds,  Cam- 
forth,  and  Tebay,  or  per  North-Eastern,  through  Bishop 
Auckland,  will  be  just  about  the  150  miles  limit  from 
York. 

Alfred  H.  Law's  friends  will  not  find  any  coarse  fishing 
nearer  Grange  than  Windermere,  where  they  will  be  able 
to  get  a  stone  or  two  of  perch.  For  sea  fishing  they 
would  be  better  fixed  at  Morecambe,  soon  reached  via 
Hest  Bank.  I  don't  think,  however,  they  will  get  much 
beyond  plaice  (tasty  enough  when  quite  fresh),  as  the 
mackerel,  which  are  very  lively  at  the  time  named,  do  not 
seem  to  patronise  the  bay  in  any  great  numbers.  The 
Fnrness  Riilway  are  enterprising,  and  issue  tickets  on 
their  system  at  single  fares  for  double  journey.  I  don't 
know  that  they  concede  more  to  fishing  folks. — Yours,  &c., 
  H. 


A  YOUNG  FRENCH  FISH  BREEDER  WANTS  A 
PLACE  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 
MoNSlECE, — Excusez  moi  de  prendre  la  liberte  de  voas 
ecrire.  Je  suis  pisciculteur,  cette  partie  etant  tres  peu 
developpiie  en  France,  je  me  trouve  en  ce  moment  cans 
occupation. 

J'ai  penee  que  je  ne  pourrai  mienz  m'adresser  qu'a 
vous,  sachant  que  vons  etes  en  relations  avec  les  piscionl- 
teurs  etrangers. 

Je  vous  demanderai.  Monsieur,  si  vous  cannaissez  un 
pisciculteur  ayant  besoin  d'un  employe,  ou  quelqu'nn 
desirant  creer  un  etablissement  de  pisciculture. 

J'ai  18  ans,  j'ai  ref;u  une  bonne  instruction.  J'ai  suivi 
en  1897  les  cours  de  Pisciculture  de  Monsieur  Jousset  de 
BeUesme,  le  directeur  de  I'A^uarium  du  Trocadero.  J'ai 
pris  quelques  lemons  danscet  etablissement. 

Je  sors  d'un  etablissement  que  j'ai  cree  et  dirig6  avec  la 
collaboration  de  Monsieur  le  Baron  de  Crepy,  dans  le 
departement  de  I'Yonne. 

.  _  J'y  suis  reste  sii  mois.  Je  m'interesse  beaucoup  a  la 
pisciculture,  je  vous  donne  I'assurance  Monsieur  que  je 
lerai  tout  mon  possible  pour  bien  faire  et  que  mes  eSorts 
tendront  a  remplir  convenablement  I'emploi  qui  me 
sera  confie. 

Ayant  etndie  I'anglais  an  Lyc^e,  je  crois  que  je  ne 
serai  pas  long  a  me  familiariser  avec  la  langue. 

Ayez  done  la  bontd,  Monsieur,  si  toute  fois  cela  ne  vous 
derange  pas  de  me  r^pondre  en  m'indiqnant  oil  vous 
pensez  que  je  pourrai  m'adresser. 

Receve/.,  Monsieur,  mes  remerciements,  ainsi  que  I'assur- 
ance de  mes  sentimenta  devou(;3.  E.  Beaume. 

9,  Rue  Vauvilliers,  Paris. 

,  We  think  it  quite  likely  Mr.  Beaume's  experience 
might  be  very  useful. — Ed  ] 

TROUTING  ON  THE  AMBLfiVE, 
Dear  Sir, — Having  a  week  to  spare  I  thought  I  would 
paj?  a  visit  to  an  old  haunt  of  mine  in  the  Ardennes ;  so, 
brmging  with  me  a  friend,  I  paid  a  surprise  visit  to  my  old 
friend,  M.  La ga?8e,  of  the  Hotel  de  la  Grotte,  who  is  an 
enthusiastic  angler  and  a  first-rate  host. 

It  was  quite  a  pleasure  to  see  again  the  hoary  walls  of 
the  old  Cfiateau  of  Moujirdin  rising  on  a  pinnacle  over  the 
clear,  sparkling  waters  of  the  Ambli-ve,  and  anticipations 
of  glorious  struggles  with  the  speckled  monsters  of  that 
lovely  river  filled  my  breast. 

To-day  the  May  Fly  was  supposed  to  be  up,  but  to  me  it 
seemed  pretty  well  a  failure.    The  trout  rose  in  a  half- 
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hearted  sort  of  way,  as  if  they  really  did  not  care  whether 
they  secured  the  fly  or  not.  They  seemed  to  have  already 
gorged  themselves  to  the  utmost  before  my  arrival  on  the 
scene,  and  although  I  secured  a  few  nice  fish  I  was  not 
quite  satisBed.  Swarms  of  voracious  dace  seemed  every- 
where, running  in  size  to  about  ilb.,  and  many  of  these 
fell  victims  to  my  trusty  rod.  The  day  has  been  a  bright 
and  oppressively  hot  one,  and  as  the  trout  did  not  seem  in 
a  good  humour  I  finally  put  up  my  rod,  and  my  friend 
(who  had  been  patiently  reading  on  the  bank  during  my 
angling  operations)  joined  me  in  a  glorious  bathe  in  the 
clear,  cool  water,  and  we  finally  returned  with  an  only 
partially  filled  creel,  but  with  enormous  appetites,  to  a 
really  good  dinner,  to  which  we  did  ample  justice. 

I  mean  to  be  even  with  the  trout  before  I  leave.  There 
were  some  huge  ones,  especially,  resting  contentedly 
beneath  the  shadow  of  a  bridge  which  I  mean  to  have  out, 
even  if  I  have  to  descend  to  the  common  or  garden  worm. 

If  any  reader  of  yours  wishes  for  a  few  weeks'  quiet 
trouting  in  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  stream,  I  can  heartily 
recommend  this  place.  It  is  a  favourite  resort  in  August, 
and  is  then  crowded,  but  just  now  there  is  no  one  else 
here,  and  the  river  is  at  its  best.  M.  Lagasse  can  put  any- 
one up  very  cheaply  (pension  5  francs,  or  4s.  2d.  per  day), 
and  the  place  can  be  reached  from  London  for  under  £2  ; 
in  fact,  I  only  wonder  that  more  anglers  have  not  dis- 
covered it.  Being  in  the  heart  of  the  Ardennes,  with  a 
wonderful  grotto  at  the  back  of  the  hotel,  with  glorious 
hills  to  climb,  and  lovely  drives  all  round,  it  is  just  the 
place  for  the  angler  who  is  also  a  family  man  to  dump 
down  his  menage  and  pursue  his  favourite  avocation  with- 
out any  qualms.  It  is,  besides,  a  paradise  for  the  botanist 
and  entomologist,  and  fireflies  are  actually  to  be  seen  now 
dancing  through  the  myrtle  boughs.  It  is,  besides,  very 
near  to  Spa  (only  about  ten  miles),  and  one  can  easily 
take  the  morning  train  to  that  gay  place  when  pater- 
familias finds  it  necessary  to  conciliate  the  other  members 
of  the  family. 

I  am  hoping  that  the  weather  will  not  be  quite  so  bright 
to-morrow,  and  now  beg  to  remain, — Yours  faithfully, 
  Frank  Ley,  Jdn. 

RUBBER  TUBE  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  the 
names  and  addresses  of  {lie  manufacturers  of  rubber  tube  for 
fishing  bait  ?  I  have  applied  to  several  of  the  largest  rubber 
manufacturers  in  the  kingdom,  and  have  failed  to  obtain 
what  my  customer  requires,  which  is  jin.  rubber  tube, 
in  light  red,  bright  red,  and  blood-red  colours,  for  sea  fish- 
ing. I  may  say  that  I  have  also  applied  to  Messrs.  Allcock 
and  Sons,  of  Redditch,  without  being  able  to  obtain  the 
article  required. — Yours  faithfully,  Geo.  G.  Bullmore. 


A  FISHERMAN'S  PARADISE  WANTED  AND 
FOUND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  C.  W.  R."  in  your  last  week's 
issue.  I  have  been  staying  at  a  place  which  I  consider  a 
perfect  spot  for  anyone  fond  of  sea  and  coarse  fresh  water 
fishing ;  indeed,  I  do  not  know  of  any  place  in  England 
which  comes  up  to  it.  The  lake,  or  ley,  is  about  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  long,  and  the  breadth  varies  considerably  from 
about  half  a  mile  to  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  the  depth 
from  1ft.  to  10ft ,  the  large  reed  beds  forming  splendid 
cover  for  the  pike.  The  water  is  very  clear  just  now,  and 
one  can  often  see  immense  eels  swimming  near  the 
bottom ;  some  I  have  seen  must  have  weighed  at  least  31b. 
to  61b.,  and  I  am  told  there  are  some  much  larger.  They 
are  excellent  eating,  and  afford  good  sport  to  those  who 
like  to  fish  for  them.  The  shooting  and  fishing  on  the 
estate  is  let  each  winter,  and  no  fishing  is  allowed  after 
the  end  of  October  till  the  end  of  March,  as  the  ley  is 
famed  as  a  duck  preserve. 

There  is  no  other  close  time  on  this  water,  and  fishing 
begins  on  April  1,  and,  strange  to  say,  the  pike  are  in 
very  fair  condition  and  fight  very  hard,  the  large  fish  often 
jumping  right  out  of  the  water. 

My  best  day  I  have  had  here  was  twenty-nine  pike, 
hooked  (with  John  Pepperell  as  boatman) ;  greatest  total 
weight,  491b. ;  best  fish  during  visit,  12Jlb.  I  have  taken 
several  of  81b.  and  101b.,  and  a  large  number  of  about  51b. 
and  61b. — all  spinning.    No  fish  are  retained  under  31b. 

The  largest  fish  are  taken  live  baiting,  and  pike  of  251b. 
have  been  caught. 

The  largest  fish  taken  spinning  this  year  was  by  a  lady, 
weight  171b. 

I  consider  it  a  very  poor  day  if  I  do  not  get  nine  or 
ten  pike. 

The  perch  fishing  is  first-rate,  and  any  number  can  be 
caught,  either  spinning  with  a  minnow  or  fishing  with 
worm. 

The  rudd  are  very  numerous,  and  are  oiught  up  to  21b., 
with  bait  and  fly,  but  are  useless  for  eating,  although  the 
sea  fishermen  are  glad  of  them  for  bait  for  their  crab  pots. 
The  rudd  and  perch  give  great  sport  for  ladies  and  young 
people,  and  the  pike  and  perch  are  excellent  eating. 

The  fishing  belongs  to  Mr.  Cobley,  of  the  Sands  Park 
Hotel,  near  Kingsbridge,  Devon,  who  provides  most  com- 
fortable boats,  and  first-rate  men,  at  53.  a  day.  The 
fisherman  is  allowed  some  beer,  but  finds  his  own  lunch. 
Most  vicitors,  I  believe,  give  them  something  extra,  which 
is  well  earned.  Fishing  from  the  bank  is  Is.  a  day,  and  I 
have  taken  fish  up  to  101b.  this  way,  but  a  boat  is  the 
beat. 

The  Sands  Park  Hotel  is  the  perfection  of  cleanlineES, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cobley  do  their  very  best  to  make  their 
visitors  comfortable.  The  cooking  is  excellent,  and  the 
charges  are  very  moderate.  Mr.  Cobley  was  in  the 
Yeomanry  for  over  twenty-five  years,  and  his  father  for 
thirty-five  years  before  him.  Mr.  Cobley  has  a  very  nice 
pony  and  cart,  which  he  lets,  and  will  allow  visitors  to 
shoot  rabbits  on  the  ley  shore,  where  they  are  very 
numerous. 


...   
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A  coach  passes  tho  hotel  threo  times  a  day  from  Dart- 
mouth and  Kingsbricfgo,  about  seven  miles  either  way,  but 
the  Kingsbridge  road  is  less  hilly  and  the  roads  are  good 
for  cycling. 

The  hotel  is  on  the  seashore,  and  a  stone  could  be 
thrown  into  the  sea  on  one  side  and  into  the  ley  on  the 
other.  It  has  been  recently  done  up  and  the  sanitary 
arrangements  looked  ti, 

I  know  of  no  place  where  one  can  get  such  gcod  fresh 
water  fishing  close  to  the  sea.  There  is  always  a  breeze 
on  the  water,  and  it  is  indeed  a  delightful  spot  to  spend  a 
holiday  at. 

The  sea  fishing  off  the  Start  is  often  very  good  for  bass, 
which  are  now  very  numerous,  also  pollack. 

The  mackerel  and  whiting  are  caught  in  great  numbers, 
and  there  is  nice  boating  and  bathing.  Good  apartments 
are  to  be  got  at  Torcross,  the  other  end  of  the  ley  to  the 
hotel,  but  people  staying  there  have  to  take  their  chance 
of  a  boat  on  the  ley,  should  there  be  one  free,  the  visitors 
at  the  hotel,  of  course,  having  prior  claim,  or  they  can  fish 
from  the  bank  or  in  the  sea. 

I  can  thorouehly  recommend  Miss  Beel,  Bay  View, 
Torcross,  and  Tom  Hutchings  as  a  sea  fisherman.  I 
inclose  my  card,  and  remain, — Yours  truly,  B.  L. 


TO  TOUGHEN  WASP  GRUBS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  "Joe"  will  find  the  following  a 
simpler  and  better  method  of  toughening  wasp  grubs  : 

Place  the  cakes  as  taken  from  the  nest  in  any  kind  of 
inclosed  box  (tin  preferred).  Bake  them  in  an  oven  (not 
too  hot)  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes — in  a  taker's 
oven,  after  the  bread  has  been  withdrawn,  gives  the 
desired  result.  Should  "Joe"  bake  the  cakes  himself 
(which  I  always  do  in  a  kitchen  range  oven),  he  should 
take  out  the  cakes  after  baking  about  twenty  minutes, 
open  the  skin  covering  of  one  or  two  of  the  grubs  with  a 
pin,  and  when  they  have  cooled  try  them  with  a  hook  or 
otherwise.    Return  the  cakes  if  not  sufiiciently  tough. 

When  cooked  the  cakes  should  be  placed  separately 
on  a  s'ab  or  any  convenient  surface  until  they  have  done 
steaming. 

Finally,  they  should  be  kept  separated  in  a  box  in  a 
cool  dry  place.  They  will  keep  for  two  or  three  weeks. 
"  Joe  "  will  find  them  most  deadly  when  quite  fresh. 

The  little  pillars  between  the  cakes  shotild  not  be 
broken  off  for  obvious  reasons. — Yours  truly, 

  D.  Hancox. 

CUMMINS'S  BRASS  OIL  BOTTLE. 

Dear  Me.  Editor,— I  send  you  a  line  to  say  that  I 
used  the  above  bottle  during  the  few  days  I  was  out  May 
Fly  fishing.  I  carried  it  loose  in  a  side  pocket,  and  did 
not  find  any  disagreeable  leakage.  Of  course,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  screw  it  down  carefully  after  uting,  but  this  opera- 
tion is  as  simple  as  possible.  I  shall  always  use  it  when 
I  go  a-fishing,  for  I  find  it  preferable  to  any  glass  bottle  I 
have  heretofore  used.  The  Amateur  Axglee. 

[We  gave  "  The  Amateur  Angler"  one  of  the  handy 
little  brass  tube  bottles  for  oiling  dry  flies  brought  out 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland,  and  are  glad 
to  publish  his  favourable  report  on  it. — Ed.  F.G.'] 


A  QUIET  PLACE  FOR  FISHING. 

Deae  Sie, — If  "  J.  H.  D."  wants  a  quiet  place,  I  think 
that  this  would  suit  him.  Lostwithiel  is  on  the  river 
Fowey,  He  could  have  boating,  fishing  for  trout  and 
salmon,  and,  down  the  river,  bass,  pollack,  &c.  Fowey — 
i.e.,  the  town — can  be  reached  by  boat  when  tides  suit, 
by  train  in  a  few  minutes ;  and  I  think  that  the  shooting 
can  be  managed.  If  he  would  like  to  oommunicite  with 
me  direct,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him  any  information 
that  I  possibly  can. — Yours  truly,  J.  T.  Geach. 

Fore-street,  Lostwithiel. 


FISHING  AT  TEIGNMOUTH, 
Deae  Sie, — In  reply  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Reed,  I  see  no  reason 
why  angling  from  the  shore  should  not  succeed  at  Teign- 
mouth,  and  more  so,  in  fact,  than  at  many  other  places 
along  the  coast,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  sand-eela 
which  enter  and  leave  the  harbour.  A  special  fishing  for 
sand-eels  has  existed  from  time  immemorial,  and,  my 
grandfather  having  owned  a  small  house  at  Shaldon  for 
years,  mackerel  and  sand-eels  (the  latter  known  as 
"sprats")  have  been  from  early  childhood  amongst  my 
earliest  recollections,  and  I  have  since  those  days  made  a 
sojourn  of  several  years  at  Teignmouth.  No  less  than  six 
"sprat"  seine  nets  were  owned  by  Teignmouth  master 
fishermen  when  I  last  resided  there,  these  nets  being  about 
forty  fathoms  long  (or  240ft.),  18ft.  deep  in  the  bunt  or 
middle  part,  and  tapering  in  depth  towards  the  ends. 

These  nets  require  at  least  seven  or  eight  men  to  work 
them,  and  if  J.  B.  Reed  is  on  the  beach  between  the  light- 
house and  the  Ferry  Point  one  and  a  half  hours  before 
high  water  he  will  see  the  sprat  seines  at  work,  and  if  he 
has  a  jack  bait  kettle,  can  obtain  a  supply  immedidtely  the 
seine  nets  are  hauled  on  shore. 

These  nets  being  landed  near  the  Perry  Point,  he 
should  fish  the  last  of  the  flood  tide  and  the  first  part  of 
the  ebb  with  a  large  float  on  his  line,  able  to  carry  a  3oz. 
or  4oz.  lead,  of  the  boat  shape,  cigar  shape,  or  Fishing 
Gazette  form,  the  lead  5ft.  above  the  hook,  the  float  about 
8ft,  above  the  hook.  The  bait  kettle  must  be  provided 
with  a  stout  cord  about  15ft,  long,  and  be  placed  inside 
the  point  under  water,  the  end  secured  on  shore  to  a  boat 
aground,  or  to  half  a  brush  handle  or  stout  stick  stuck 
into  he  sand. 

Sand-eels  are  scraped  from  the  "  sprat  sand  "  extending 
from  Ferry  Point  seaward,  and  on  the  coarse  gravel  many 
mussels  can  be  gathered,  also  on  "salty"  shoal.  The 
pier  nor  the^point  fishing  were  neither  of  them  developed 
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when  I  lived  at  Teignmonth,  but  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  by  sea  anglers.  One  very  important  matter 
ia  always  to  keep  the  bait  kettle  in  the  water,  the  cover,  of 
course,  carefully  secured  with  a  peg,  or  the  action  of  the 
water  may  burst  open  the  ketUe,  The  ledger  plan,  with 
one  hook  only,  may  be  used  when  the  tide  runs  too  hard 
for  the  float ;  weight  of  lead  not  less  than  Jib.,  shape  of  a 
flattened  pear,  or  fig,  or  tombstone,  with  one  or  two  large 
nails  driven  through  it.  This  combination  converts  the 
lead  into  a  kind  of  anchor,  good  for  a  sandy  bottom.  Boat 
fishing  is,  of  course,  to  be  preferred  to  fishing  from  the 
land  or  pier.  The  Cox  family  were  instructed  by  myself 
personally  in  the  Channel  Island  method  of  pollack  fishing 
many  years  since,  charges  reasonable,  and  as  I  applied  the 
same  method  for  the  bass  in  Teignmouth  Harbour,  and 
hundredweights  of  bass  have  been  taken,  "  J.  B.  D."  can 
receive  instruction  from  them  in  the  use  of  the  living 
bait,  from  boat  or  pier.  The  rod  has  been  much  used  with 
success. — Yours  truly,      ____        J.  C.  Wilcocks. 

HELP  FOR  OLD  MERCHANT  SEAMEN. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  consequence  of  the  generous  response 
which  friends  of  the  Royal  Alfred  Aged  Merchant 
Seamen's  Institution  have  made  to  the  sympathetic  and 
touching  aDpeil  of  our  patron,  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  York, 
at  the  la'e  festival  dinner  of  this  charity,  the  committee 
to-day  decided  to  signalise  the  occasion  by  increasing 
from  thirty  to  100  the  number  of  aged  seamen  who,  at  the 
coming  election  before  the  end  of  this  month,  will  be 
admitted  to  the  Home  at  Belvedere,  Kent,  or  to  the 
benefits  of  an  outdoor  pension.  This  number  has  never 
before  been  reached,  or  even  approached,  in  the  annals  of 
this  truly  national  institution. 

This  will  materially  reduce  the  list,  but  will  still  leave 
out  in  the  cold  138  approved  and  deserving  cases  of 
destitute  seamen,  between  sixty-five  and  eighty-five  years 
of  age — applicants  for  this  charity. 

The  committee,  however,  are  encouraged  to  hope  that, 
as  a  consequence  of  the  lead  taken  by  H.R.H.  the  Duke 
of  York,  a  new  era  may  have  dawned  upon  our  institution, 
when  the  liberal  support  of  a  generous  public  will  enable 
it  to  deal  effectually  with  the  destitute  and  neglected  con- 
dition of  hundreds  among  our  poor  worn-out  old  British 
seamen. — I  am,  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

F.  Leopold  McClintock  (Admiral), 
Chairman  of  the  Royal  Alfred  Aged  Merchant  Seamen's 
Institution,  58,  Fenchurch-street,  E.G. 

8,  Atherstone-terrace,  Gloucester-road,  S.W., 
June  14,  1899. 


FORMALIN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Salmo,"  formalin  ia  not  a 
good  preservative  for  prawns. 

I  have  experimented  with  this  preparation  very  largely 
for  all  kinds  of  baits,  and,  though  I  have  arrived  at  a 
mixture  which  preserves  minnows,  gudgeon,  &c.,  retaining 
their  natural  appearance  and  colour,  I  find  in  every  case 
that  prawns  lose  their  colour  where  formalin  is  used. 
"  Salmo  "  cannot  do  better  than  wash  the  prawns  in  salt, 
drain  thoroughly,  and  bottle  in  pure  glycerine. — Yours 
faithfully,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  Leeds. 


FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  "  C.  W.  R.,"  there  is  no 
occasion  for  going  150  miles.  Askem  should  answer  his 
purpose  well.  There  is  good  lake  fishing  to  be  had  there  ; 
boats,  beautiful  scenery,  and  good  accommodation  to  be 
had  on  reasonable  terms.  The  Swan  Hotel  is  all  one  can 
desire,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  cater  for  visitors.  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  give  "  C.  W.  R.  "  any  further  informa- 
tion.— Yours  faithfully,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  Leeds. 


LOCH  SHIN  AND  ITS  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir,— The  "remarks"  of  "  W.  B."  in  your 
number  of  June  17,  in  which  he  criticises  the  article  by 
"  J.  W.  W.,"  seem  to  call  for  some  comment. 

The  gist  of  "  W.  B.'s  "  argument  appears  to  be,  so  far 
as  one  can  make  out,  that  it  is  not  the  case  that  the  rivers 
Fiag,  Terry,  Curr  (not  "Curry"),  &c.,  were  originally 
destitn'^e  of  salmon ;  that  they  were  doubtless  originally 
teranted  by  them,  but  that  they  had  been  entirely 
destroyed  by  the  operation  of  sheep  washing,  subsequent 
to  the  introduction  of  sheep  farming  in  the  Highlands  early 
in  the  present  century. 

Passing  over  the  obvious  confusion  in  the  mind  of  the 
writer  between  "  sheep-smearing  "  and  "  dipping,"  and 
the  peculiar  idea  that  the  latter  had  any  effect  in  enabling 
shenp  to  withstand  the  rigours  of  winter,  let  me  ask 
"  W.  B."  whether  he  asserts  that  these  rivers  were  abso- 
lutely destitute  of  all  fish  life.  Apparently  he  does  assert 
this:  "Every  living  thing  was  killed  outright."  Then, 
according  to  "  W.  B.'s"  theory,  there  was  not  a  brown 
trout  left  in  these  streams  below  the  washing  places, 
which,  as  Euclid  hath  it,  is  absurd.  He  next  assumes  for 
the  purpose  of  his  argument  that  with  the  decadence  of 
the  sheep  farming  industry  these  operations  ceased,  and 
BO  the  rivers  regained  their  pristine  purity  ;  but  surely  he 
is  aware  that,  with  the  exception  of  such  lands  as  are  now 
under  deer — and  this  involves  only  a  portion  of  the  area  in 
qui^Btion — this  indu8try,'with  its  concomitant  dipping,  goes 
on  to  this  day. 

Again,  why  was  this  particular  region  of  very  limited 
extent  the  sole  example  of  this  extraordinary  extinction  of 
the  Salmonid-dB  ?  Surely  "  W.  B."  knows  that  the  sheep 
farming  industry  extended,  and  extends,  over  the  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  Scotland,  and  yet  we  do  not  find 
their  wide-reaching  and  disastrous  effects  elsewhere.  It 
is  not  the  case  that  "  that  class  of  farming  had  therefore 


to  be  to  a  very  large  extent  abandoned."  If  "  W.  B." 
takes  the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  acreage  still  under  sheep 
in  Sutherland^  he  will  find  it  still  a  very  large  industry, 
and  this,  too,  in  the  very  district  to  which  he  refers. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  once  more  emphasize  the  necessity 
of  absolute  exactness  in  scientific  discussion.  "W.  B.," 
for  example,  mentions  the  Inver  among  the  rivers  which 
are  "unique"  (aic)  "as  regards  their  falls."  I  have 
fished  every  yard  of  the  Inver  for  twenty  years  and  more, 
and  I  have  never  seen  these  falls  yet ;  and  as  far  as  the 
Inver  is  concerned  it  is  not  "the  feeders  of  those  grsat 
lakes  which  are  the  breeding  grounds  of  the  Salmonidse  " 
(if  by  the  latter  he  means  Salmo  salar),  for  by  far  the 
greatest  number  spawn  on  the  well-known  redds  of  the 
Inver  itself,  those  passing  through  Loch  Assynt  to  the 
Loanan  being  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  whole. — 
I  am,  &c.,  Allt-garbh. 

^Ab  elsewhere  noted  there  were  some  errors  in  the 
printing  of  "  W.  B.'s  "  article  last  week,  for  which  he  was 
not  responsible,  as  there  was  not  time  to  send  a  proof. — 
Ed.]   

FISHING  AT  NEWQUAY,  CORNWALL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  not  aware  that  anyone  has  ever  done 
much,  if  anything,  with  rod  and  line  at  Newquay  from 
pier  or  rocks,  acquaintances  having  always  fished  from  a 
boat.  There  is  no  lack  of  fish,  large  pollack  being  taken 
with  the  Plymouth  spinning-eels  on  the  rocky  ground,  and 
the  usual  flat  fish  on  the  smooth  ground.  Bass  might  be 
caught  occasionally,  I  doubt  not,  if  anyone  persevered 
after  them  ;  but  for  bass  and  pollack  fishing  to  be  com- 
bined with  smooth  ground  fishing,  Padstow,  in  Cornwall 
also,  is  a  much  better  station,  for,  being  situated  on  the 
embouchure  of  the  Camel  estuary,  inhabited  by  myriads 
of  sand-eels,  bass  fishing  especially  is  worthy  attention. 
The  "Pocket  Book"  of  general  information,  first  com- 
piled by  our  former  secretary,  Mr.  H.  Ball,  and  carried 
up  to  date  by  our  present  hon.  secretary.  Dr.  C.  Patterson, 
gives  us  the  subjoined  information  :  "  Padstow,  jetty  and 
boat  fishing ;  agent,  Mr.  R.  Lobb,  Commercial  Hotel ; 
pollack,  cod,  bream,  gurnard,  grey  mullet,  bass,  skate, 
codfish,  turbot,  mackerel,  smelts,  sea  bream.  Boatman 
to  the  B.S.A.S.,  Tom  Eddyvean,  10s.  6d.  per  day;  seine 
net,  boat,  and  two  men,  12s.  6d.  per  day.  Fish  from  July 
to  September ;  mackerel  in  quantities ;  bass,  mullet, 
smelts,  plaice,  sole,  ray'  and  turbot.  Good  sport  off  the 
rocks  or  in  boat  for  pollack,  bream,  lobsters,  crabs,  cray- 
fish, and  salmon  peal  in  large  quantities." 

I  hope  some  portion  of  the  above  information  may  suit 
"  Rod  and  Line."  We  have  no  special  information  from 
Newquay  as  to  rock  fishing,  but  I  know  something  about 
it  through  a  yachting  friend.  I  have  visited  "Rock," 
opposite  Padstow,  but  have  not  fished  the  locality.  If 
"Rod  and  Line"  or  any  friends  would  like  to  join  our 
society,  the  hon.  secretary's  address  is.  Dr.  C.  S.  Patter- 
son, M.B.,  F.G.S.,  11,  Queen  Victoria-streat,  London, 
E.G.— Tours,  &c.,    J,  C.  Wilcocks  (V.-P.  B.S.A.S.). 


SALMON  PRESERVATION. 

Dear  SiR.^In  these  days  of  hatcheries  for  the  artifi- 
cial incubation  of  salmon  and  trout  ova,  it  is  perhaps  high 
treason  to  suggest  as  a  cure  in  time  for  some  of  our  almost 
depopulated  streams  in  Ireland  that  the  fish  be  allowed 
to  spawn  naturally,  and  that  they  be  properly  protected 
while  in  the  act. 

Excessive  netting  during  the  spring  and  summer  in  the 
tidal  and  lower  reaches  of  a  river,  particularly  in  dry 
seasons,  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  scarcity  of 
salmon  ;  but  the  winter  slaughter  of  spawning  fish  is,  in 
Ireland,  something  terrible,  for  in  the  upper  tributaries  of 
many  a  river  well  known  to  me  not  a  single  fish  escapes. 

One  river  in  the  north,  celebrated  now  as  being  the  best 
cared  for  stream  in  the  island,  used  in  my  time  to  be  very 
much  poached,  and  at  a  fishery  inquiry  held  by  H.M. 
Inspectors  it  came  out  in  evidence  that  the  farmers  whose 
land  bounded  the  stream  were  in  the  habit  of  combining 
for  the  purpose  of  netting  the  water  at  the  right  moment, 
and  brought  forward  a  witness  who  swore  he  had  been 
offered  a  ton  of  old  fish  for  salting. 

Another  little  stream,  in  Kerry  this  time,  a  most  tempt- 
ing notice  of  which  appears  weekly  in  another  paper,  once 
had  2000  gravid  fish  (salmon)  taken  from  its  lower  pools 
in  one  winter  by  an  old  man  and  two  boys. 

Tim  McCarthy  is  an  "  ould  frind,"  and  he  knows  the 
goings  on  of  Killarney  "  purty  will."  I  see  he  has  turned 
fish  hatcher  in  his  ould  age.  Is  this  an  attempt  on  Tim's 
part  to  restore  the  balance  of  nature  ?  To  take  a  river 
in  the  south  (the  Laune),  salmon  drop  back  from  the  lower 
lake  and  spawn  in  it,  and  escape,  thanks  to  the  almost 
always  prevailing  high  water.  Others  there  are  that  never 
leave  the  river,  and  they  spawn  and  escape,  for  they  are  now 
turned  out  of  the  nets  at  Killorglin  when  intercepted  by 
them  on  the  return  journey  to  their  hospital — the  sea. 
The  majority  of  the  Killarney  Lake  salmon  ascend  the 
Flesk  far  beyond  Headford,  and  will  Tim  McCarthy  say 
that  half  or  a  quarter  of  the  ascending  thousands  were 
ever  allowed  to  return  ?  I  will  answer  for  the  little  river 
Loe,  which  enters  the  Laune  below  Dunloe  Castle.  Not 
a  fish  that  ever  went  up  ever  came  back  to  say  what  the 
country  was  like.  The  attempts  made  to  preserve  and 
multiply  the  fish  of  the  Killarney  Lakes  are  too  spasmodic 
ever  to  have  any  good  effect  (what  has  become  of  the 
launch  given  by  the  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts  to  enable 
the  authorities  to  stop  poaching  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Laune  in  Cromarne  Harbour  f)  ;  whilst  for  anyone  to 
attempt  to  manage  a  hatchery  for  salmon  without  the 
absolutely  necessary  years  of  experience,  is  equivalent  to 
killing  so  many  spawning  fish. 

So  it  is  on  every  river  in  Ireland ;  the  slaughter  goes  on 
when  the  days  are  cold  and  frosty,  and  the  river  deserted 
by  all  honest  men,  and  when  those  interested  in  the  rod 
fishing  are  shooting  and  banting  in  England ;  they^know 


nothing  and_  never  hear  of  the  goings  on,  for  when  they 
return  the  river  is  flowing  along  bank-high  once  more,  and 
the  birch,  mountain  ash,  and  holly  are  as  beautiful,  and 
the  bog  myrtle  and  the  heather  as  sweet  as  ever,  and  there 
is  no  trace  to  the  unpractised  eye  of  the  murderous  work 
enacted  but  a  few  weeks  ago,  but  to  me  there  are  no  sigi^s 
of  redds  on  the  gravel  reaches.  Yes,  here's  one,  but  it's 
at  the  tail  of  a  pool  within  a  yard  of  deep  black  water, 
into  which  the  fish  could  dart  for  safety  at  once,  and  such 
redds  as  these  it  is  that  keep  the  salmon  from  becoming 
extinct  in  some  rivers  of  Ireland.  It  is  a  foolish  policy 
when  nature  has  confined  the  fish  to  safety  to  destroy  that 
barrier  to  danger  and  allow  them  into  miles  of  streams  in 
which  they  oinnot  be  protected. 

Had  I  a  river,  from  an  impassable  fall  to  the  sea,  I 
would  sooner  a  thousand  pair  of  fish  spawned  in  the 
stream  naturally  than  have  the  salmonidic  contents  of  the 
two  largest  hatcheries  in  the  world  turned  into  its  pools, 
and  if  the  Flesk,  and  all  the  other  tributary  waters  up 
which  the  Killarney  salmon  ascend  to  perpetuate  their 
species,  could  be  properly  watched  by  trustworthy  men 
stationed,  not  less  than  three  together,  in  tents  opposite 
the  reaches  most  frequented  by  the  fish,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  number  of  salmon  killed  by  the  nets  below 
Killorglin  would  be  doubled  in  a  few  years ;  there  is  no 
doubt  of  this,  but  it  need  not  be  expected  of  a  hatchery  for 
many  reasons. — I  am,  &c.,  B.  Latour. 


A  NOTE  FROM  YALDING. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  most  anglers  who, 
after  waiting  so  long  for  a  day's  outing,  and  prccseded  to. 
the  Yalding  district  for  it  on  June  18,  met  with  die- 
appointment.  After  arriving  there  we  were  informed  by 
inhabitants  that  the  river  bad  been  emptied  for  a  number 
of  miles  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  locks.  Had  this 
been  known  beforehand  no  angler  would  have  thought  of 
visiting  Yalding  for  his  first  outing  of  the  season.  Is 
there  not  one  of  your  numerous  readers  that  could  kindly 
furnish  a  small  weekly  report  from  the  Med  way ,  which  would 
greatly  benefit  all  anglers  wishing  to  find  sport. in  that 
direction  ? — Yours  truly,  W.  A.  R. 

BASS  AND  POLLACK  FISHING. 

Dear  Sib, — I  noticed  in  your  issue  of  June  17  a  short 
paragraph  from  a  gentleman  signing  himself  "  J.  H.  D." 
inquiring  for  a  suitable  place  for  bass,  pollack,  and  conger 
fishing.  I  am  myself  a  very  old  fisherman,  and  keep  two 
boats  and  man  with  all  requisites  for  long  line,  spiller,  &o., 
and  rough  shooting  along  shore  can  be  had. 

I  shall  be  pleased  if  you  will  bring  this  to  the  notice  of 
the  gent,  making  inquiries  in  your  paper,  by  which  you 
will  greatly  oblige  me. — Yours  very  truly, 

Cecil  N.  Bevan. 

Lyn  Valley  Hotel,  Lynmouth,  Devon. 

HOW  TO  BREED  BLUE  BOTTLE  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  how  to  breed  Blue 
Bottle  flies,  or  the  beet  method  of  catching  them. — Yours 
truly,  J.  E.  Hunter, 

Durham. 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  BEN  ABRAHAMS. 
Dear  Sir, — We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  follow- 
ing sums  with  thanks : 

£  8.  d. 

Amounts  previously  received    4  3  6 

Battersea  Friendly  A.S.  ...       ;   0  4  0 

South  London  A.S  0  10 

A.  G.  Carter,  Ye  Lion,  corner  Queen 

and  Friday-sts.,  Henley-on-Thames...  0  2  6 
H.  Taylor  (AUason  United  Brothers)  ...  0  2  0 
H.  Slack  (Allason  United  Brothers)   ...    0   1  0 

Mr.  Davi^  006 

Trustees :  J.  W.  Harris  (Western  District  Visiting 
Otfioer),  G.  Bence  (secretary  Jubilee  Angling  Society). 
Secretary :  E.  Jackson  (Chairman  Allason  United 
Brothers  Angling  Society),  2,  Bulmer-place,  Netting  Hill- 
gate,  W.,  where  all  communications  are  to  be  addressed. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56,  Chancery- 
lane,  London,  W.C. 
30,533.   Fishing.    Patentee  :  G.  J.  Kirby,  of  Keneing- 
ton-park-road,  London.    Paternoster  tackle. 
The  projecting  arm  is  made  in  one,  with  an 
8-8haped  loop,  to  one  end  of  which  the 
running  line  is  attached,  and  to  the  other 
the  lead.     By  this  arrangement  bending 
of  the  bar  is  prevented  when  a  fish  is  hooked. 

10.418.  Augustus  William  Parker,  Leadenhall-street, 

London.    "  Improvements  in  fishing  tackle." 

10.419,  "  Improvements  in  reels  or  winches  for  use  on 

fishing  rods." 

16,004.  Drying  fishing  lines.  Patentee  :  C.  C.  Bethune, 
of  Denne  Park,  Horsham,  Sussex.  The  wet 
fishing  line  is  wound,  for  the  purpose  of 
drying  by  exposure  to  the  atmosphere,  from 
the  reel  on  to  a  winder  which  consists  of  a 
number  of  skeleton  arms,  some  of  which  are 
hinged  to  or  socketed  in  the  hub,  the  spindle 
of  which  is  provided  with  a  detachable  handle, 
and  is  mounted  in  the  frame  between  the 
arms  of  which  the  hub  is  normally  held 
centrally  by  springs.  As  the  line  is  wound 
upon  the  large  winding-surface,  its  coils  are 
spread  by  applying  &  side  pressui'e  to  the 
handle,  and  thereby  imparting  a  transverse 
motion  to  the  spindle.  A  cleat  may  be  pro- 
vided to  hold  the  end  of  the  line. 


Tkefwhit.;  Qazette,  June  17,  1899. 


FOR  PARTICULARS  of  our  Insurance  Coupon,  see  p.  3  Wrapper 
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Scotland's  Favourite 
Pure  Highland  Malt, 

Established  1840. 


THE  DUNRIPPLE  WHISKY 


[Sea-Pishing,  Pish  Culttire,  fcc. 

(    Annual  Subscription,  ) 

TWOPENCE 


rREGISTEBED). 


FISHING  ROD 


Sole  Proprietor— 

WILLIAM  J.  MACLEAN, 

Inverness.  N.B. 


AND 


TACKLE  MAKER, 

24,  Thomas  St.,  GrosvenorSq. 

/f..._  n.   «   ,     .       .  ■ 


(Flur  Doors  from  Oxford  StJ 


Price  Dst  on  Application.  ^ 
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B*"!    IN  STOCK. 


A  Thin  Cocoa. 

EPPS'S 

Tbe  choicest  roasted  nibs  of  the  natural  Cocoa 
on  being  subjected  to  powerful  hydraulic  pressure, 
give  forth  their  eicess  of  oil,  leaving  for  use  a 
fluely-flavonred  powder— a  product  which,  when 
prepared  with  boiling  water,  has  the  consistence 
of  tea,  of  which  it  is  now  with  many,  beneflcially 
taking  the  place.  Its  active  principle  being  a 
gentle  nerve  stimulant,  supplies  the  needed 
energy  without  unduly  exciting  the  system 
Sold  only  in  labelled  tins.  If  unable  to  obtain 
it  of  your  tradesman,  a  tin  will  be  sent  post 
ree  for  9  stamps.— James  Epps  and  Co.,  Ltd 
SomcBopatbic  Chemists,  London. 

COCOA 


!  GILLETT'S 

CELEBRATED 

I   WHOLE  CANE 

TROUT  AND 
{  SALMON 

j  E/OIDS. 

|j.  GILLETT, 

U).  FETTER  LANE 

'  LONDON,  E.C, 


A.  CARTER  &  CO., 

FISHING   BOD   AND   TACKLE  MANUFACTUBEBS, 
137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD. 

Factory :  1,  2,  and  3,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE.      Timber  Stores :  11,  MERLIN'S  PIACE. 

THE  "CARTER"  GUT  CAST. 

6/.   i>ei7  dozen. 

^Zi^ll^^T^Jl  guaranteed  perfect  in  every  strand.  Many  contend  that  the  b^st 
colt  mns  of  thP  P         ""n        t^'.^^'"'"'  ^"-^         ^"^^^  'several  letters  in  the 

Te  tested  Ll/tl    '^  ?"''"t  "^'^'^^  *°         ^  ^^^^e  of  samp  es  to 

acclnf  our^oZ  rf  ''"J  \T''''  irrespective  of  price  ;  but  no  one  thought  fit  to 
Sc\  ieal?foriS.^'^'  ^^"'^^^  correspondents  on  the 

approvecfof.  im.nediately  refunded  if  rot 


Send  fop  oup  New  Illustrated  Catalog^ue,  Post  Fpee. 


BROWN'S 

PHANTOM  MINNOW 

IS 

"  The  Best  Artificial  Bait  ever 
yet  Invented." 

Pitted  with  Qeen's  Patent  Swivel,  it  lias  the 
Simplest,  Neatest,  and  Strongest  Spinning 
Attachment  of  any  Bait  extant. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Price  List  of  Hi^h 
Class  Fishing  Tackle  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 
61,    GB30BGE   ST.,  ABEBDEEN. 

T5:lb8RAM8;  "PHANTOM,  AB3BDEEN." 


BUMSTED'S 


BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEER 


J.  E.  MILLER 


(Late  Walbran), 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT 

19,  fJeia  station  Street,  Leeds. 


£3  O  O 


The     GEDNE Y  "  ROD,  two  joints,  built  split  cane  ... 

Made  to  Mr.  Gedney's  directions.    A  perfect  gem. 
The  "DETACHED  BADGER"  (built  split  cane) 

ROD,  in  two  joints,  lift.,  fully  fitted    £5  q  q 

Ditto,       ditto,       Steel  Centre   £g  q  q 

Pronounced  by  Mr.  Halford  to  be  a  typical  Hampshire  May  Fly  Eod. 

The  «  MARSTON  "  MAY  FLY  CAST,  15/-  doz  ,  1/6  each. 

Originally  made  for  the  Editor  of  The  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  "HODSON"  MAY  FLY  CAST,  7ft ,  10/6  doz  ,  1/.  each 
The  "DETACHED    BADGER"    MAY  FLY 

LINE,  doul)lo  tapered, 40yds.  The  best  line  made  ...  £1  1  Q 
Th.  "  DETACHED  BADGER  "  DRY  FLY,  30yds.  £0  15  0 


CATALOGUES   POST  FREE. 


THE  AKER, 

For  30  years  Manufacturer  of  8-plait  Lines 
These  lines  are  made  fr  jm  pure  sillj  of  the  very 
best  quality,  and  are  the  strongest  lines  in  the 
market.  a.  ^ 

BOACH   I  e 

Barbel    ...       ..  \  xq 

Pike   3  o 

Salmon    4  4 

Per  100  yards. 
Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
for  yourselves.     Dealer  in  all  kinds  of  baits 
Best  Nottingham  Lobworms,  3/.  per  thousand  • 
500,  1/8     The  trade  supplied. 
THEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marsh,  NOTTINGHAM. 


o 

o 
oi 

GO 

•>! 
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The  Lightest  Bods  In  Dse.    Weight.  8oz  to  lOoz 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8o  .  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 

aa  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 

it.' — Marston,  Fishins  Gazette 

BOOTH  S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 

handle,  cane,  lancewood  top.  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz.,  price 
5s.  4d.,  lOift. ;  «s.  lOd.,  lift. ;  carriage  4d. 
BABGAIH-. 

May,  '99. 

FINEST  UNDBAWN  GUT,  first  quality  20in. 
2/9  per  100;  also  xxx  Draw-n,  loin.,  at  3/9  per  100. 

B  O  O  T  H, 

ROD  MAKER,  GUT  MERCHANT,  HULL. 


CHALK  STEEAM 
FLIES. 

The  largest  and  most  varied  Stock. 

ackle  Flies,  \  ,  6,  Double  Winged,  2  6  per  doz. 

OGDEfTSMITH, 

e,  r*a-rlt  Side, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER, 

And  »4,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Junction. 
LONDON,  S.W 


TUB   r-ISBINO    GAZETTE,    JUKE   17,  18»». 


G.LITTLE>Co. 

First  Class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES 

s^eS  ^^^^^  Salmon 

THE  QUEEN  OP  THE  MATS. 

The  best  killer  of  the  day. 
I^rlce  4s.  iDer  dozen. 

JOHN  R.  RICHARDSON, 

KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 

Telephone  No.  68. 

ICELAND.       ^  "'^^^^^^S^ 

f^^-  v;  ::^»^  Trout 

SCOTLAND,         -'"^'^S^          AX  V 
ENGLAND.             ^  J 

REELS  &  LIKES.                        ^  llUuUi 

FOR   SALMON,   GRILSE.  TROUT,  AND 
GRAYLING, 

THE  HERCULES' 
GUT  CASTS 

Are  the  Strongest  and  Best.  They  will  last  at 
least  three  times  longer  than  any  other. 

Catalogues  Post  Free  on  Application. 

63,  Haymarket,  London,  S.W. 

TROTTT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APFAKATTTS,  MOI.I.USCA,  CBUSTACEAITS,  WATEB  FltAHTS,  FISH 
UEAI.,  BISCTTITS,  ftc. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.     SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  Information  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  DUMFRIES, 

BEST  BOOK  ON  FISH  CTJIjTTTH.E  ever  published,  "An  AN9LEB'g  Pabadisi,  as* 

HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  7/10  post  free.    "  Handy  Guids  to  Fish  Ocltdbb,"  1/2  post  fr»e. 
IflOft  Eypd  Ova  and  well  made  Hatchin(r  Tank,  carriage  paid.  1 1  /S  t  or  500  and  tank,  7/6. 

^^^^^^^^^  For  every  RIVER  in 

U-^IRELAND. 

Telegrams:  "  Braddell,  BeKast."   Telephone,  525,  Belfast.   Established  1811. 

WYRESDALE  FISHERY 

(.ETER  ORMROD,  PISCICULTURIST). 

"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

in  niastrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  ist  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Annual  aubHcriptionf  6s  6d. 

All  oommanioations  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — WTERS  FRBEBS, 
26,  Qnai  dn  Lonvre,  Paris. 

Advice  given  with  regard  to  Stocking,  Construction  of  Lakes,  Ponds, 
Hatcheries,  &c.    Consultations  on  all  Fishing  Matters,  Water  Pollutiomi 
Improvement  of  Rivers,  &c. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds  of  BROWN  TROUT,  from 
the  purest  strain.    Also  RAINBOW  TROUT  and  LOCH  LEVEN 
TROUT. 

ALPINE  and   WINDERMERE   CHAR,   BAVARIAN  GREAT 
LAKE  TROUT,  &c.   SALMON  YEARLINGS. 

New  Illastrated  Pamphlet,  containing  Hints  on  Stocking,  Natural  Food  for  T«Uf 
Trout,  &c..  Free  on  application  to 

ANDREW  HENRY,  Seeretary, 

SOORTON,    GhARSTAlSr&  LANCASHIRE. 

THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 

-                                        16-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines; 
j^^^^  SPMNlMr^^^^t.              Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
y^^^yff^^i^—^f^t^thi^^          eannot  catch  the  Hook;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snooding ; 
M^'^y^^^S^SIBi^^b^afffy^s.       Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  and 
r^/^^&Sff^^^^^^^^^^t^^      recommended  by  Mr.  FEANCI8  Francis,  Mr.  Sbniob  (of 
B^oBBBp^  /%  -^ij^^^y^y  v.     the  Field),  Anthors  of  "  Eod  in  India  "  and  "  The  Sea 
l<w> /iHES!5^ /  /                       «U    Fisherman,"  Mr.  MAB8T0N,  Mr.  Pbnneu,  Mr.  Frank 
Wy^SBKBQsggLjLM^^fl^^M     \|    BucKLANS,  and  otScers  of  the  English  and  Indian  armies, 
>S»^^^BM^^H^^^^^S^^y  ^  u    K-nd  all  noted  angleri. 

\«^^jSg^^^}^^jr^^^^  jTmY              Taper  Tront  Lines  from  Pnre  Italian  Silk. 
^L.'tM^!?^?^     (rtS^^^OST,^^            Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 
^SKKS^g^^MfS^^S^fw^                    ^  yards.  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
^^^S^^^BS^^^^ff^                     Composition  In  Cakes  to  Be-dress  Lines. 

^'^W^*^                       Sampleb  an»  CATALoaDi  Two  Stamps. 
^                        Postal  Address-COMPSTALL.  near  MARPLE. 

JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

SPECIALISTS  IS  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 

"Winners   of  Five  Grold.  and   Silver  Medals. 

TO  ANGLERS !  IMPORTANT ! 

Write  for  my  Catalogue  of  high-class  Fishing  Tacl<le,  containing  Original  Articles  on  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Graylinc 
Fishing,  together  with  hints  to  intending  HHgi  apg^    to  any  address.    It  Is  the  most  compre- 

Sportsmen  in  Norway  and  Canada,  also  with    ^^^^  ^^^P  hensiye    and    practical    Catalogue  ever 

Views  in  England, Scotland,  Ireland, Canada,  published,   with    full    list  of   Rods  and 

Norway,  Sweden,  Finland,  &c.,  will  be  sent    I        B    ^  IHM  Tackle  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Grayling,  Pike, 

Mahseer,  and  all  kinds  of  Sea  Fishing. 


""^  W.  J.  CUMMINS,  -™ 

NORTH    OF    ENGLAND    WORKS,    BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 
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FOSTER'S 


CHALLENGE 


>R  six  years  past  there  has  been  a  wordy  war  as  to  which  mal<e  of  rod  is  the  best.    We  invite  rod  matters 
to  a  test,  on  conditions  that  have  been  pronounced  perfectly  fair  by  the  editors  of  several  journals  in  whose 
columns  our  challenge  has  appeared.   Still  our  challenge  stands  without  an  acceptance. 


poi 


They  Eon!   They  Eun 


'There's  no  getting  away  when  duty's 
bidding  i"  to  ofay." 


Trying  to  leare  us  behind. 


HbSDLX  OK  TUH  ullAr.1)  lMi>ivi-. 


FOSTER'S    CHALLENGE    THE   WORLD    BRAND  ROD. 


LOCK  JOINTS 


CORK  -HAND-GRIP.  -  - ; -llj 


The  "  UP-TO-DATE  "  Greenheart,  with  Foster's  "  steel  ribbing  "  [(rustless)  and  with  Foster's  perfect  lock 
joints,  25/6.    If  without  "  steel  ribbing"  and  with  bayonet  lock  joints,  21/-.    The  same  Rod  in  built  cane,  viz.,  Foster's  WRIT 
"PERFECT"  (Challenge  the  World  Brand),  in  either  two  or  three  joints,  with  all  latest  improvements,  60/-. 
We  can  put  up-to-date  reel  fittings  on  any  angler's  rod,  old  or  new  (any  make),  also  cork  handle,  like  illustration,  for  5/6,  and  lock  joints,  as  on  above  rod,  for  5  6. 


FOSTER'S  "LITTLE  GEM"  MAY  PLY. 

it 


The  above  ia  the  best  killing  (winged)  May  Fly  in 
the  clear  waters  of  the  Dove,  and  has  no  rival  on 

clear  water  anywhere  else. 
Price  on  eyed  hooks,  3/-  per  dozen.    On  finest  Gut, 
2/6  per  dozen. 

FOSTERS  "FAVOURITE"  FLOATER. 


A  straw-bodied   floating  pattern   that  has  done 

wonders  in  the  hands  of  many  anglers. 
Price  4  -  per  dozen,  natural  green  May  Fly  colour. 


FOSTER'S  "HACKLE  GREEN." 


The  above  has  killed  more  flph  in  Derbyahiro  than  all  other 
patterns  put  together  for  several  years  past    Price  3  -  per 
dozen.    If  tied  with  either  hair  or  straw  body  for  floating, 
price  4!  •  per  dozen. 

FOSTER'S  "WOOD  DUCK"  MAY. 


Above  floater  is  a  favoorte  on  chalk  streams.  Price 
per  dozen,  either  tied  with  detached  body  or  along  hook. 


Every  readier  of  the  FinMng  Gazette  who  pnrchaseB  5/-  vvorth  of  May  Flies  or  of  our  best  DRY  FLIES  (or  WET  FLIES  of  best  quality,  as  he  may  elect)  at  2/-  doz. 
as  per  liot,  or  of  both  assorted,  may  have  one  of  our  latest  EYED  FLY  BOXES  (which  are  exactly  the  size  of  the  illustration),  metal,  lined  white  enamel,  and  cork 
strips  for  flies.    With  each  order  of  2/6  worth  of  beat  Flies  will  be  presented  a  box  of  same  size  lined  with  felt,  to  mount  flies  upon. 

We  have  been  the  Pioneers  ol  almost  every  Important  Improvement  In  Tackle,  Including  that  of  Steel-ribbed 
and  Steel-centred  Rods,  Waterproofed  and  Metal-centred  Lines,  &c.    Our  '99  List  Free  to  any  Address. 


Telephone   No.  9. 


Ix>ncloii  .Anient ; 


■  *■  >  ■   ■   ■  P'wy  w»       ».  j.-^  -■ — ■» 

j.i m'1'a.yle;r.  as.  uk-ksukn"  k,oa.d,  hornsky  lank 


LONDON,  N. 
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AlVrG^LErtS'  HOTELS,  F-isHIKTG-    QXJ-A.n.TESFtS.  &C. 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-iftcorated  and  most  Comfortabhi  'Refurnished 
throuqhovi.    Electric  ligM. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  moat  beantifnlly  situated 
overlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  (lien,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Tront  Fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farralinfi  Boats  for  nse  of  visitors.  Terms 
morleratn  S.  TIL8T0N,  Proprietor 


Good  Spring  Salmon  Fishing 

BOATS  TO  LET  ON  LOCH  TAY. 

Visitors  Fishin?  on    River  Lyon  Free. 

Apply  W.  Knight,  Hotel,  Kenmore, 
Perthshire. 


(LOOH  TAT), 

QLEN  DOCHART,  PEBTHSHIBE. 

BBAUTIFTJLLT  SITUATED  on  the  banks  of  the 
River  Dochart,  surrounded  by  wild,  plotaresqne, 
and  romantio  scenery  ;  six  miles  from  the  head 
of  Loch  Tay,  and  one  mile  from  Lulb  Station  on  the 
Callander  and  Oban  Railway.  Plve  miles  of  (?ood 
Salmon  and  Trout  flshlnj?  on  Oie  River  Doohart ;  Loch 
Docbart  and  Loch  Nubhalr  free  to  visitors  staying  at 
the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home  Comfort,  com- 
bined with  moderate  obarfireF^.  Parties  Boarded.  Golf 
Courpe.  Poetinjr  in  all  branches.  Post  and  Teletrraph 
Lulb  Station      DONALD  MnNAUOHTON,  Proprlfttor. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Iiairg,  U^.B. 

THE  Angler's  Paradise  for  Tront  and  Feroi. 
Fishing  on  Lochs  Shin,  Qrian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Tront  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  Gillies.    Posting,  Sic. 

DUNCAN  MAOKAT. 
Total  aaaaon  1896,  ilzty  days'  fishing  tor  ONB 
rod.  ??0<(  fish  weighing  112Jlb 
Last  season's  oatch  over  10,000  flsh. 


GULAG  HOTEL,  LOCHINVER, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SPLENDID  TEOUTma  in  numerous 
lochs,  free;  ferox,  salmon,  lea  tront;  ex- 
cellent sea  fishing.  Telegrams,  "Onlag,  Loch- 
inver."  J.  Maokenzib. 

Bonte  Ball  to  Lairg,  thenoe  per  daily  mail 
coach,  or  hire;  or  Mr.  MaoBrayne'i  steamers 
froTT  Olasgow,  Oban.  Ac.  once  a  week. 


FORD  HOTEL,  LOCH  AWE. 

UNDER    NEW  MANAGEMENT. 

THE  above  Hotel  is  nicely  situated  at  the  lower 
end  of  Loch  Awe,  and  has  been  greatly 
mproved,  refurnished,  and  enlarged.  It  can  be 
reached  by  coach  from  Ardrishaig,  to  which 
steamers  from  Glasgow  run  dally.  Also  during 
season  by  steamers  on  Loch  Awe  and  coaches 
from  Oban.  FKEE  SAZiMON  &  TBOUT 
FISHING.  Postal  Address:  Ford  Hotel  by 
Lochgilphead.  Telegraphic  Address :  Hotel, 
Ford  Argyll. — D.  MonALL.  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  &  LIDDLE 

LANGHOLM,  DUMFRIESSHIRE 

(30  miles  north  of  CarliBle) 

The  best,  most  economical,  and  most 
convenient  place  to  stay  to  fish  all  parts 
of  these  rivers  and  their  tributaries,  famed 
for  salmon,  sea  trout,  herling,  and  yellow 
trout,  is  the 

ESKDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL 

Send  for  Tariff.    Wm.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


Langholm,  N.B. 
(Twenty  miles  per  rail  from  Carlisle.) 

OALMON,  Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and 
^  Yellow  Trout  Fishing.  Card,  with 
full  particulars  of  various  trout  streams 
and  best  months  for  fishing,  free  on 
application.  Excellent  cycling  roads,  golf 
course,  &c.    Geo.  S.  Grant,  Proprietor. 

SCALASAIC  HOTeOoLONSAY 

(Inner  Hebrides  of  AripylUhlre). 

THIH  K(U;\  in  Ti'-.w  under  new  munng-em'-nt,  and 
wfl  be  found  orivenient  headquarters  for  thosn 
ViPhtitiff  UiiH  picture  que  IsUnd.  The  iwiand  of 
Oronpay,  with  lt«  fumouH  oocIehla-Moal  untiquitlf^s  and 
pcuipiurcd  (.lon'-H,  i'^  within  eafiy  diftiince,  Ex^jfJIent 
trout  flH^  Jntr  on  two  l"ch«.  fre«  to  vl  Itora.  Boats  kf-pt. 
Sea  flHhintf.  Y^chtlntf.  Splnndid  nUhl^t-n  hole  ifolf 
conriie.  Fine  leuchea  for  sea  batljinf^.  Mail  n'Mmere 
fr')rn  Or»onock  evftry  Mor^day  and  Thurdday  per 
"Hebrlden"*  d  "Dunara  Castle";  from  Oban  every 
Friday,  per  "  HobrideH."   Tariff  on  appllcHtlon  to 

MlBBEi  MCNEILL.  Proprlet  >rH. 


LOCH  KATRINC-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T'HIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  ahorea  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
In  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy's  country,  GHengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Olan  Qregor  being 
in  oloie  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  flshtng  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine 
Loch  Ohon,  and  seyeral  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Oallander  and 
Troasaohs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Troiiachi  and  Looh  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  ooachei  and 
steamen  by  the**  rontM  dnring  the  season    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DOHAXiD  TE^OITiaov.  Proprietor 


SALUTATION  HOTEL,  Carsphalrn,  N.B. 

Iiaud  of  the  Men  of  the  Mobs  Hag'g'a. 

SPLENDID  TBODTINO  In  Dench,  Ken,  and 
tributaries ;  free  to  visitors  to  Hotel 
Salmon  fishing  within  foar  miles.  Lochs  Doon, 
Harrow  and  Dungeon,  within  easy  driving 
distance  Tennis  green.  Post  and  telegraph  con 
venient.  House  recently  rnbuilt  Every  tnoHnn 
(^onvenlencp.    Terms  moderate,  ^*'^'»t^np 

MllK  MlTOHELl  I'roprielri-M. 


NORTH    UIST,  HEBRIDES. 

T7"ERY  FINEST  BROWN  TROUT  PISHING  up  to  end  of  August.  Excellent 
*  SALMON  and  SEA  TROUT  PISHING  from  April  1  on  to  end  of  season.  Very 
good  SEA  PISHING.  Handsome  newly  furnished  Drawing  and  Smoking  Rooms 
Hot  and  Cold  and  Salt  water  Baths.  Posting.  Boats  on  all  lochs.  Daily  Mails,  and 
Telegraph  OflSce  at  hand.  Excellent  Golf  Course  within  a  short  drive  from  Hotel 
Mrs  MAKGARET  MACCALLUM,  Lessee  (late  of  Portree  Hotel.  Skye). 


IMPERIAL  AND  ROYAL  HOTELS, 

LAKE  VIEW  HOTEL,  CORTNOR  ABBEY  (SITUATE  ON  THE  SHORE  OF  LOUGH  CONN). 

T^HE  Proprietor  of  the  above  Hotels  has  much  pleasure  in  informing  his  numerous 
customers  and  friends  that  he  has  secured  on  lease  the  large  and  commodious 
establishment  known  as  Gortnor  Abbey  House,  situate  on  the  best  fishing  ground  on 
the  northern  shore  of  Lough  Conn,  which  he  has  fitted  up  for  Tourists  and  others 
visiting  that  picturesque  and  beautiful  locality.  There  is  a  good  Lawn  Tennis  Court 
and  Golf  Links  are  being  laid  down.  Carriages,  Boats,  and  Fisherman  can  be  always 
had  on  hire  at  the  most  moderate  charges.  Visitors  staying  at  the  Imperial  and 
Royal  Hotels  will  be  conveyed  to  and  from  the  "  Lake  View  Hotel "  at  a  low  rate. 

The  Proprietor  has  been  much  encouraged  by  the  patronage  of  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  the  Earl  of  Arran,  K.P.,  and  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  to  his 
Hotels  at  Ballina,  where  Tourist  and  Anglers  are  afforded  every  accommodation 
and  Free  Fishing  on  the  River  Moy  close  by,  as  well  as  the  arrangement  made  by 
him  with  the  "  Moy  Fishery  Company  "  for  the  exclusive  rights  for  Anglers  staying 
at  his  Hotels  to  fish  free  of  charge  on  the  non-tidal  portion  of  their  waters.  All 
salmon  and  trout  killed  are  the  property  of  the  anglers. 

Telegraphic  Addresses:  "  FLYNN,  BALLINA,"  and  "  GOETNOBABBEY  HOTEL, 
CROSSMOLINA." 


The  Esk,  Dumfriesshire. 

CROWN  HOTEL,  LANGHOLM. 
Most  Central,  Principal,  and  Largest  Hotel 
in  Neighbourhood. 

SALMON,  Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and  Trout 
Pishing.  Headquarters  of  the  Eoad  and  Path 
Cycle  Association.  Posting.  Moderate  terms. 
Bus  meets  all  trains     Tariff  on  application. 

ADAM  WATT,  Proprietor. 


TON&UE  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MACINNES,  Proprietor. 

PLEASANTLY  situated  on  the  North  Ooas. 
of  Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts 
of  that  famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded 
by  some  of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands. 
Splendid  brown  tront,  sea  trout,  and  deep  sea 
flsliing  within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel  Boats  on 
all  the  lochs  and  Kyle.  Oood  golf  course  of  nine 
holes.    Drawing  room  and  two  sitting  rooms. 


INCHNADAMPH  HOTEL, 

ASSYHT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE,  N.B. 

Free  Flshlngr  on  Looh  and  River. 

W.  WALLACE  (laU  of  Rhloonlch  Hotel)  has  leased 
the  above.  The  hotel  has  been  refurnished  In  the 
most  modem  style,  and,  with  strict  personal  attention 
will  be  found  unrivalled  for  cuisine,  oleanliness, 
and  comlort.  New  sanitary  arrangements.  The  hotel 
is  beautlfnlly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Assynt, 
which  abounds  In  Salmon,  Salmo  ferox,  and  Trout. 
Loch  Assynt  is  nine  miles  long  and  one  broad,  and  is 
the  beet  Fishing  Loch  In  the  North.  Loch  Awe,  distant 
four  miles,  excellent  for  trout  and  salmon.  Gillaroo 
Looh  is  near,  where  a  peculiar  species  of  trout  is  to  be 
found  in  abundance.  There  are  also  a  number  of  other 
locha  and  streams  convenient  to  hotel.  Boats  and 
arpsrlenced  gilll«B;  fishing  tackle;  posting.  Boute— 
Train  to  Lairg,  mall  coach  to  Inchnadimph,  or  carriage 
be  in  waiting  if  the  proprietor  be  previooely  •did- 
munloated  with. 

W.  WALLACE.  Proprietor. 


BET1YHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

A  NGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TEOUT 
LOCHS,  Excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH- 
ING in  Estuary  of  the  famous  River 
Naver ;  and  Good  SEA  FISHING. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.     Apjdy : 

Mrs.  STUART, 

BETTYHILL  HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


SPRING  SEA  TROUT 
FISHING. 

Under  the  Distinguished  Patronage  of  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Siam,  Sfc,  and  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

YTHA.N,  reckoned  one  of  the  best  sea  trout 
rivers  in  Scotland,  Ave  minutes'  walk 
from  hotel,  flshe  1  from  bank  and  boat ;  ex- 
perienced gillies  ;  tariff  moderate ;  fine  golf 
course  in  close  proximity :  accommodation 
limited ;  communicate  early.    Particulars  from 

J.  RITCHIE,  Proprietor. 

Telegrams : ' '  Ritchie,  Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire." 


BHICONICH  HOTBIi, 

LAIRG,  N.B. 

FAMOUS  ANGLING  RESORT.  SALMON  and 
GRILSE  ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  River 
Inchard  by  arrangement. 
FREE  TROUr  PISHI^G  on  upwards  of  twenty 
Lochs,  abounding  with  Brown  Trout,  some  with  Sea 
Trout,  and  some  with  Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING. 
Picturesque  views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery. 
Posting.  Boating,  and  vehicular  Excursions.  Pishing 
Tackle.  *c.  All  communications  promptly  attended  to. 

Route— Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  Mall  Coach  or  Hire. 
Glasgow  steamers  call  weekly. 

Capt-  JOS.  SMITH.  Proprietor. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 
TAYNUILT  HOTEL, 

ARGYLLSHIRE,  N.B. 

SPLENDID  SALMON,  GEILSE,  and  TBODT 
FISHING  on  the  famous  Biver  Awe  FBEE 
to  Visitors.  Good  Trout  Fishing  on  Five  MiJes 
of  the  Biver  Nant  can  be  had  on  payment  of  a 
small  fee.  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Hill  Lochs  free. 

D.  MACDON'^LD.  Proprietor. 


LOCHS   EATKIM£,   ACHKAI,  7£lfNACHA& 
Scene  of  Scott's  "  Lady  of  the  Lake." 
Vvoaaaoftas  SIo<:el. 

By  OALLANDEE,  N.B. 

IS  conveniently  situated  for  these  romantl> 
Lakes,  which  all  afford  splendid  Angling,  th( 
Trout  running  a  large  average     BOATS  AND 
BOATMEN.  Special  terms  arranged  with  parties 
staying  a  week  or  longer.    Posting.  Excursions 
B.  BLAIB,  Proprietor. 
Pott  and  Teleoraph  Offlce  in  Hotel. 


ALTNAHARRA  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

Is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Naver, 
and  surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  Trout  fishing 
lochs  in  Sutherland,  all  of  which  can  be  flshed 
by  visitors  at  the  Hotel ;  boats  free. 

Salmon  fishing  on  Loch  Naver  free  from 
May  16  to  end  of  September. 

0HA.KQB8  MOOEaATB. 

Oaniages  and  Horses  kept  for  Hire. 

Mrs.  MUNBO. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Pass  of  Melfort,  near  Oban. 

GOOD  TROUT  PISHING  PREE. 

REASON  April  Ist  till  end  of  September. 

"•J  Also  Deep-Sea  PlshlnB  Boats  and  steady  boatmen 
for  the  use  of  Anglers.  Billiard  Room,  Lawn  Tennis, 
ind  all  conveniences  connected  with  hotel.  Famtliea 
Boarded  by  the  Week  or  Month.  No  accommodation 
'or  servants.  Charge?  acoordlnR  to  Board  and  Apart- 
mente  required.  Luncheons  and  Teas  always  ready  on 
irrlval  of  coaches  to  and  from  Oban.  Ford,  and  Looh 
A. we.  Boutf — Per  Steamer  "Columha"  from  Olasgow, 
Greenock,  and  Gourook  dally  to  Ardrishaig;  thence 
Royal  Mall  Coach  or  by  Caledonian  Railway  to  Oban 
^.hence  dally  Coach  In  season,  or  hire.  16  miles. 

The  hotel-keeper  has  been  stocking  his  lochs  annually 
for  the  last  fifteen  years  with  the  famous  Loch  Leven 
and  Fontlnalls.  or  Oreat  American  Brook  Trout,  from 
the  Howietoun  Fishery,  Stirling,  and  the  Solway 
Fishery.  Dumfries.  Several  Hundred  Yearling  Rainbow 
Trout  have  been  addad  this  season,  taken  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery.  Larcashlre 

JOHN  MCFADTEN, 
CuUfail  Hotel.  Kllmelford,  by  Looh  Ollpbead. 

Telegraphic  Address— McFadyen.  BUlmellord 
Telegraph  Offlce  20  yards  from  Hotel. 


KINLOCH-RANNOCH,  PERTHSHIRE. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL. 

Under  New  Management. 

THIS  Hotel  is  situated  In  one  of  the  lovell*^8t  and 
htalthlest  districts  of  the  Perthshire  HiKhlanda. 
CVmches  run  daily  from  Rannoch  Station  on  the 
West  HiffhlHnd  Railwny,  and  from  Struan  Station  on 
the  HiKhland  Railway.  The  roads  from  both  Stations 
piSR  throuKh  ec^nery  which  for  grandeur  can  scarcely 
be  .surpiis.«eil  In  Scotland. 

Liirge  udditionH  have  lately  been  made  to  the  Hotel, 
which  now  cnn.«ists  of  Drawing  Room,  Billiard  Room, 
ani  Private  Suites  of  Room«,  and  an  ample  selection  of 
comfortable  Bedrooms.  The  Hotel  1h  all  newly  fur- 
nished and  re-decorated,  and  will  be  conducted  as  one 
of  the  highest  ( lasa.  Close  to  Post  and  TeUgraph  Offlcn. 
Extensive  Po.STiNf;  Establishmkxt. 

D.  C.  >IAC:»III..L.%:V,  I^eMsee. 
TelPyr:iphio  AddrpRs— "  MacmlUan,  Kinloch-Kannoch. 


MERCERS'  HOTEL, 

KILREA,  Co.  DERRY. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

MODERN  HoLiae,  refurnished  and  decorated. 
Appointments,  accommodatian,  cuisine 
onexcelled.  Baths;  Billiards;  Suites  of  Rooms 
Vehicles ;  boats.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in  opera- 
tion. Anglers'  board  and  Ashing  leave,  lis.  per 
day. 

THE  BUTLfR  ARMS  HOTEL, 

WATERVZi:.!.!:,  CO.  KEBBY. 

SALMON  and  SEA  TEOUT  FISHING 
free  on  the  well-known  Lough  Currane. 
Visitors  at  this  hotel  have  also  the  right 
to  FREE  Fishing  on  the  River  Iney  and 
Lake  Derriana.  Hotel  comfortable.  Terms 
moderate. — P.  McElligott.  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

&N6LERS'  HOTEL,  Gloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FBEE  SALMON,  Tront,  Pike,  and  Ohar 
FISHING  on  four  Loughs— Oonn,  OuUen, 
Derrymannin,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week; 
and  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£'i  5s.  each  per  week;  that  includes  boatmen's 
Itmcheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men. — Apply  to  the  proprietor,  T.  O' ABKB. 


ROSSES  WHITE  AND  BROWN  TROUT 
FISHERY. 

CroUy  and  longhanure  Salmon  Fishery. 

HAVING  obtained  a  lease  of  above  excellent 
SALMON  FISHERY,  and  the  sole  rights 
of  flstiing,  anglers  can  now  fish  the  CroUy  and 
Longhanure.  Splendid  salmon  and  sea  trout 
Ashing  can  be  had  on  the  CroUy  and  Owenatorr 
rivers  as  well  as  on  Longhanure  lake,  three  miles 
in  length,  and  three  miles  from  Dungloe.  There 
are  over  100  lakes  in  the  Bosses  Fishery  alone,  with 
about  twenty  boats  and  first  class  gillies.  Sea 
trout  run  to  61b.  and  brown  trout  to  41b.  Large 
numbers  of  Loch  Leven  and  Bainbow  trout  turned 
out  of  hatchery  every  season.  Dungloe,  In  the 
Highlands  of  Donegal,  is  centre  of  fishery,  ten 
miles  from  Fintown  railway  station  (Donegal 
BaOway  Company).  Best  fishing  lakes  within 
eas'.  reach  of  the  three  hotels  in  Dungloe,  where 
excellent  accommodatio  i  can  be  had.  Travellers 
can  leave  London  at  8.30  p.m.  and  reach  Dungloe 
at  three  o'clock  next  day.  Mail  and  day  car  to 
and  from  Fintown  station.  Good  sea  fishing, 
rock  pigeon  and  seal  shooting.  Telegraph  office, 
bank,  post  otfice,  <Stc.  Fishing  terms:  Bosses 
Fishery,  April  I  to  June  30,  2s.  6d.  daily;  12s.  6d. 
weekly;  308.  monthly.  July  1  to  Oct.  31,  33.  6d. 
daily ;  168.  weekly;  40s.  monthly.  Crolly  and 
Loughanure,  March  1  to  Oct.  31,  5s.  daily ;  208. 
weekly;  50s.  monthly;  and  5s.  per  day  man  and 
boat,  which  holds  two  anglers.  All  Information 
can  be  had  from 

S.  HAJniON.  CP. 8., 
Manager  and  Salmon  Licence  Distributor. 


HANLON'S 
PRIVATE  HOTEL, 

DDMGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

S.  HANLON, 

Manager  of  Rosses  Fishery. 
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MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

And  RUNAGRT  HOUSE,  LOUGH  CONN. 

PATRONISED  by  the  Prince  and  PrincnsB  of 
Saxe- Weimar,  Earl  an<l  (Jountess  of  Luc  an. 
Kobilltv  and  Gentry.  The  Propr  etor  wi-hes  to 
briner  under  the  notice  of  Anglers  that  the 
privilfees  of  fishing  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Mot 
are  still  conceded  on  application  to  the  owners 
of  the  fishery:  salmon  causht  therein  have  to  be 
returned  or  paid  for  at  trade  prices.  Above  the 
tidal  waters  the  Proprietor  of  the  Moy  Fotel  has 
secnred  for  guests  the  exclusive  pri^-ilege  — any 
advertisement  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding — 
of  a.shing  from  the  east  bank  of  the  Moy  free  of 
charge.  This  half  of  the  river  embracfs  the  best 
casts,  inclnding  the  Scorrof  Pnol,  which  ca'  not 
be  reached  from  the  west  bank.  Anglers  can 
retain  their  fish.  Terms  £2  10s.  per  week  for 
board  :  boats  and  attendance  £1  Ss.  per  week. 
Bunagry.  a  charmingly  situated  residence, 
picturesque  g-.rdens  and  grounds,  close  to  best 
fishing  grounds  on  Lough  Conn;  free  salmon, 
trout,  char,  and  pike  fishing.  Under  same 
management. — For  further  particulars  apply 
E.  MUETAGH.  Proprietor. 

GOOD  FREE  PISHING. 

Co.  ANTRIM,  IRELAND 

SALilOS,  Trout.  Perch,  and  Pike  on  Loughs 
Neagh  and  Beg,  Elvers  Bann  and  Moyola. 
Every  accommodation  for  anglers  and  tourists. 

O'NEILL  ARMS  HOTEL, 

TOOME  BRIDGE. 

P.  OKAKT,  Proprietor. 
Thirty  miles  from  Belfast  on  B.N.C.B. 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 

kiijIiAIjOi:.  ebbland. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
Grllfle,  and  Trout  Fishing  In  free  and  preserved 
-  (tors,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station  •  also  aa  to 
ooommodatlon  and  beard  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Bootland,  on  application  to  8.  J.  HnBLEY,  Klllaloe 
Co.  cure,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
ake  conimences  about  laet  wee  If  In  May.  when  the  big 
^T'-nt  are  abont  In  rho'jgsnda 


LOVQHS  CONN  AlTD  CTJLLIII. 

FBEE  SALMON,  OHAB,  TBOUT,  and  PIKE 
FISHINQ.— Subscriber  begs  to  Intimate  to 
Anglers  and  TonriaU  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
1b  situated  in  that  lovely  iheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  icenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lougb 
Cullin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  Its  salmon 
and  trout  fishing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modem  system.  Terms — 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £3  lOs. 
per  week.  Subscriber  begs  to  annotinoe  that  he 
has  now  secured  the  Bight  of  2000  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par- 
ticulars apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Healt,  Thf 
Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon.  Fozford,  co.  Mayc 
Ireland. 


SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING. 

A  N<tLEES  ^esi(^in^  at  the  CHURCH- 
HILL  HOTEL,  Donegal,  have  ten 
mil^s  of  River  Lennon  for  salmon  fishing 
and  tront  fishing  free.  Tront  and  salmon 
fishing  on  lakes.  Is.  Gd.  per  day.  Boats 
free.  Term.s  very  moderate.  Telegraph 
ii£fif:e  at  hand.— Apply  R.  Wilkin. 


FfiEE  SALMON  and  TROUT 
FISHING. 

VISITORS  STAYING  AT 

McDERITT'S  HOTEL, 

MIZ.FOBD.  Co.  DOVEGAZ., 

Can  have  Free  Salmon  Fi.shing  on  ten 
miles  of  the  river  Lennon  ;  also  free  fish- 
ng  on  numerous  tront  lakeu. 

H.  McDeeitt,  Proprietor 


DOVEDALE  HOTEL 

DOVEDALE,  DERBYSHIRE. 

About  Five  Miles  PRIVATE  FL'-HING 
for  vi.'^itor.s  staying  at  the  above  Hotel 

on  the  water,  RIVER  DOVK. 
May  Fly  expected  out  next  week.  This 
water  is  very  little  fished. 
Proprietress— Mrs.  GKINDY. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL. 

SLAPTON,  8.  DEVON. 

THB  aly-ve  Hotel  la  ondfir  New  M«na(fement 
(iryjt]  ar.-c/.rrimodatlon  for  vlwitors  at  nKKlt-ral* 
charK***.  Vinti>nK  on  the  famous  Lfy  obtainable 
for  TlBlf^rs  »tjiylri(r  at  the  at,OT»  only.  FaclriK  tno  «• 
irrid  th*;  I^y,  r,htt  Utt*r  contfilnlnK  S'XJ  acre*  well 
nUfCHf-A  wl'h  pike.  p*!rcb,  ni'1'1.  anri  e«lH  of  fnreat  ttlze 
Kflk,ient  tx/atrnen  anrt  boatn  ;  all  bait  found  Al«o  (roo'I 
Rflblriff.  Pl^hfnff  from  the  banks  of  the  Ley  during 
winter.  Conraynncm  to  meet  trains  at  Dartmoath 
•ivm  milM. 


SWAN  HOTEL.  TEN  BURY. 

THIRST-CLASS  Family  and  Commercial,  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Teme  ;  five 
miles  of  exceptional  Tront  and  Grayling  Fishing  can  be  obtained  at  per  day, 
month,  or  season.  Coffee,  Commercial,  and  Billiard  Rooms.  Bowling  Green,  Golf 
Links  within  easy  reach.  The  Proprietor  of  this  Hotel  is  the  well-known  maker  of 
pure  Perry  and  Cider,  and  was  awarded  Fir.9t  Prize  at  the  Royal  Agricultural  Show 
of  England,  1898,  and  supplied  to  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Three  extra  miles  of  fishing.  HENRY  HARDEMAN. 


FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


G 


Commencing  :  Salmon,  February  ;  Trout,  March. 

ENTLEMEN  staying  at  the  FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL. 
SOUTH  WALES,  have  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Teifi  for  Salmon  and 
Trout  (large)  fishing,  strictly  reserved.  Also  about  ten  miles  of  other  trout  fishing 
can  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood.  Splendid  scenery.  Fourteen  miles  from  the  sea 
Billiards.  Vide,  "Across  England  in  a  Dogcart,"  pp.  280.    A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Splendid  trout  fishing  in  the  lake  and  rivers;  fish  average 
:1b.,  and  give  grand  sport.  Easy  of  access.  Every  comfort 
and  luxury  provided  in  the  Hotel.  Good  boats  and  steady 
boatmen.  Splendid  cycle  track  (twelve  miles).  Bracing 
climate,  and  magnificent  scenery.  Season  begins  on 
March  1.  First-class  Grouse  Moors  and  Rough  Shootings 
to  Let.    Railway  station,  Llanfyllin. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address :  "  LAKE  YYMWY  HOTEL,  OSWESTRY." 


BAKEWELL  — The  Derbyshire  Wye, 

'T'HE   RUTLAND   ARMS  HOTEL,  under  NEW  PROPRIETORSHIP.  Every 
accommodation  and  comfort  for  Anglers.    Ten  miles  of  the  best  TROUT  and 
GRAYLING  FISHING  in  Derbyshire  Free  to  Visitors  staying  at  this  Hotel 

T.  T  YACK,  Proprie<or  (late  of  the  New  Bath  and  Royal  Hotels,  Matlock  Bath) 


LION  HOTEL, 

Farningham,  Kent. 

■pxCELLENT  TROUT  PISHING 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  ;  re-stocked 
this  season ;  seventeen  miles  from 
London ;  on  river  Darenth ;  FREE  to 
residential  visitors  ;  non-residents,  7s.  6d. 
per  day.  Three  Season  Tickets,  at  five 
guineas  per  rod,  left  for  disposal. 

W.  E.  LOVEGROVE.  Proprietor. 


THE  FOX  &  HOUNUS  HOTtL, 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

TWENTY  MILES  of  FREE  FISHING  on  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
to  hotel  guests  only.  Eivers  recently  re-stocked. 
Moderate  incluaive  tarifl. 

B  POBTMAN  MABSHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


The  SWAN  HOTEL, 

Staines  Bridge,  Staines. 

1^  OST  pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames.  The  best  reach  on 
the  Thames  for  TROUT.  Season  com- 
mences April  1.  Punts  and  Boats  to  Let. 
Good  stabling. 

A  BUTIROW.  Proprietor 


MAELOa  LAKE  HoTEL, 

TY  OBOES.  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surroundd  by 
the  Golf  '  inks,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoming  Lake 
and  Biver  Orygill.  3d  fare  to  Coron  Lake. 
Bodorgan:  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  mc  ntbs 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on 
request^  T.  J.  COTTBELL.  Proprietor 


8N0WD0N  RANGER  HOTEL, 

Lake  Cwellyn, 

NKAR 

CARNARVON. 

The  finest  Tront  and  Char  fishing  free. 
Splendid  centre  for  mountaineering. 


SHIP  HOTEL,  LEIGH,  ESSEX 

Local  Headquarters  of  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  Is  now  under  entirely  nev 
Management,  c«n  offer  high  class  accommo- 
dation at  moderate  charges  to  Gentlemen  visitinr 
Leigh  for  Fishing  or  Commercial  purposes. 

F.  HOMEWOOD 

(Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Proprietor. 
Boats  and  men  ensraged  on  receipt  of  wire  or  letter . 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near    Kingsbridge,    South  Devon. 

OVEELOOKING  the  English  Channel,  20  yards 
from  the  beach,  bracing  climate,  golf, 
fishing,  tennis,  billiards,  dark  room  for 
photography.  TorcrORS  Ley  abounds  with  pike, 
pprch,  roach,  and  rudd  no  close  season;  no 
charge  to  visitjors  for  boats  on  the  Ley;  good  sea 
Sshing;  excellent  bathing;  five  coaches  leave  thp 
hotel  daily.  Boarders,  8a.  6d.  day.  A  carri<iep 
will  convey  angling  visitors  to  and  from  the 
Ashing  daily  (gratis). 

W.  VICKEEY,  Proprietor 


WINDERMERE. 
STORRS  HALL  HOTEL. 

Angl  Ts  will  find  here,  amid  grand  natural 
surroundings  and  scenery,  every  accommodation 
and  convenience,  in  addition  to  good  sport. 

The  private  grounds  are  over  18  acres  forming 
a  projpotion  in  the  lake,  with  about  fiOO  lineal 
yards  of  wa'er  frontage  thereto,  all  accessible. 

Boats,  flshin  '  tackle,  and  natural  bait  provided. 

Trout  and  char  licences  to  be  had  nt  Bowness 
Post  Office.  The  taking  of  pike,  perch,  eels,  ann 
■ninnows  free.  The  whole  of  tftese  fish  abound 
in  the  lake. 

Stabling,  c-nveyances.  billiards,  &c. 

Terms,  apply  Manaqkr. 

Telephone,  124. 


THE  STOKESAY  CASTLE  HOTEL, 

CSAVEZr  ASUS, 

SOX7XII  SHROPSHIRE 
(Ifidway  between  Church  Stretton  and  Ludlow.) 

EXCELLENT  TBOUT  and  GBAYLING 
FISHING  on  a  mile  of  the  Biver  Onny 
for  visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel.  Lovely  scenery; 
beautiful  valleys;  charmi"~  walks  and  drives. 
Suites  of  rooms  by  tl"  day,  week,  or  month. 
Cyclists'  Union  he'....quarters.  Capital  railway 
centre.  Selected  stock  of  wines  and  spirits. 
Every  comfort  guaranteed.  Posting  in  all 
branchaa.  B.  HABTSHOBN,  Proprietor 


ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

Llandrindod  Wells. 

FCLLy  LiCENSKD. 

(Ninety  minutes  from  SHREWSBURY.) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  FREE 

FOB  HOTEL  VISITOES. 
Electric  Light  by  own  installation. 
MODEBATE  Tariff. 


The  CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL. 

Dulverton  Station  (G.W.E.). 


FIVE  MILKS  of  TKOUT  FISHING 
is  reserved  by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  peek 
TO  VISITORS  at  the  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 
Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the  cotmtry. 
Billiards ;  himters  and  harness  horses  Tele- 
grams— "  Nblder,  Dulverton  Station." 


30  Miles  Preserved  TROUT  FISHING 

Free  to  the  guests  of  the  HOTEL  DES 
ARDENNES,  Diekirch  (Luxembourg). 
Opening  day  April  1. 

For  all  particulars  about  hotel  and  fish- 
ing write  for  the  illustrated  prospectus, 
sent  post  free.  Inclusive  pension  terms 
4s.  2d.  a  day.       Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 


A  CHABmiNG  GIFT  BOOK. 

"  A  brilliant  book." — The  Times. 
6a.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt.  Illustrated. 

London  in  tfie  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  C.  Cook  and  E.  T.  CoOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

Sir  Jli-nry  Ponvonht/  is  coiimuinded 
hi/  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  a  eoim  of  his  Handbook. 

"Nothing  better  coiild  be  wished 
foT."~Britif>h  Weekly.  "Farsuperior 
to  ordinary  ^ides." — London  Daily  Chronicle. 

"A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-r;.e  Times. 

Eve<-y  Visitor  to  London  should  use 

I  ONinnM  SECOND  EDITION. 
I-VJ  IN  IN       ENLARGED,  5s. 

and    E^T.cioK°^.l  24  Maps  &  Plans. 

ENVIRONS.      60  Illustrations. 

■'Most  emphatically  tops  them  all." — DailyGrnphic 
LlangolUn— D.\RLiNGTOx  &  Co. 
London— SiMPKix,  Mah.sh.\ll  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Bailway  Bookstall  and  all  Booksellers 


Visitors  to  Bournemoni-h,  Brighton  Eastbourne. 
Hastings,  Bath.  Welis,  Western-surer-llare.  Mal- 
vern, vv'oroeitvr,  Gloueester,  Lla'dritd  d  We  is, 
Eh.vl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay.  Bettwsvcoe.l.  Wye 
Valley.  Severn  Valley,  Channel  Island=,  and  Isle 
of  Wiglit.  should  use  Darlington's  Handbooks, 
Is.  each.  List  Post  Free.  DarliLgton  \:  Co.,  Llan- 
gol  en. 

London:  SIUPKiN,  MABSHALL  i  CO..  Lid. 

PHOTOOBAFHS. — Beautiful  Phot  ierraphs 
of  Scenery,  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  ftropce.  Turkey, 
Palestine. and  Egjpt:  »l-o  X.irtf>  Wale.«, ls.,l«.6d., 
and  2s    Comrlete  List  Post  Free 
DAELINGTOX  &  CO  ,  LLAXCOLLEX. 


ANSL[RS,  NOTE ! 

Do  all  possible  to  insure  prompt 
delivery  of  fish  s  -nt  to  friends 
by  using 

ROWLAND  &  HARRISON'S 

Novel  /  ddress  LabJs. 

A  book  of  15,  same  colour,  size, 
and  shape  as  trout,  post  free  for 
7d.  stamps,  sent 

J.  L.  BULLCOCK, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER, 
qiilTHEBOE,  LANCASHIM 
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J.  PEEK  d  SON, 

WHOLESALE,   RETAIL,  AND  EXPORT   PISHING  ROD 
AND   TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD, 

0IO9B   to  HOLBORM,   LONDON,  W.O, 


OAT 


MAY  FLIES. 

FLOATING  GREEN  and  GREY 

DRAKES,  on  Eyed  Hooks,  with  Straw, 
Cork,  &c.,  Bodies,  2d.  each.  Is.  9d.  dozen. 

FLOATING  DRY  FLIES,  on  Eyed 
Hooks,  Is.  6d.  dozen. 

TROUT  FLIES,  on  Eyed  Hooks  or  Gut, 
Is.  dozen. 

BEST  GUT  CASTS,  Syds.,  Tapered, 
6d.  each. 

ALOGHJES  GhRATIS. 


OLD  ANGLING  BOOKS. 

Catalogue  116,  post  free  on  application,  containing  a 
remarkable  Collection  of  OLD  AND  SCARCE  WORKS  ON 
ANGLING  AND  WALTONIAN  LITERATURE;  volumes  on 
every  description  of  Sport.  Over  1000  different  books, 
some  of  extraordinary  rarity. 


PICKERING  &  CHATTO,  Antiquarian  Booksellers, 

66,  HAYMARKET,  ST.  JAMES',  LONDON,  S.W. 

5,  CHURCH  PLACE, 
PICCADILLY, 

S.\N. 


A  Large  and  Select  Stock  of 

SALMON  FLIES 

For  Norway,  Scot 
land,  Iceland, 


SPECIAL 
Whole  Cane 

TROUT  RODS, 

Two  Greenheart  Tops,  doable  brazed  and 
cork  grips,  25/-  and  35/-  each. 

TAPERED  GUT  CASTS  &  DOUBLE  WINGED 
FLOATING  FLIES  A  SPECIALITE. 

New  Illustrated  Catalogue  Post  Free. 

LESSONS  IN  FLY  TYING  AND  CASTING  GIVEN  BY  AN  EXPERT. 


LAMBERT  I  BUTLER'S 

FLAKED  GOLD  LEAF 
HONEYDEW, 

In  loz.  anil  2oz.  Packets  and  4oz.  Tins. 


The  ITCH  en  RIVER 

TROUT  BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT 

Supplies  all  Varieties  of  TROUT  for  STOCKING 

Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Ponds. 
EYED  OVA,  FBY,  YEARLINGS,  1-2,  and  3  YEAR  OLD?. 

N.B. — These  fish  are  bred  from  ova  taken  from  wild  trout,  and  are 
raised  in  fenced  off  runs  of  this  river,  thus  they  are  fully  supplied  mth 
natural  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  and  therefore,  when  turned  out 
into  new  waters,  are  far  better  suited  to  find  their  own  food  than  the  general 
run  of  (hand  fed)  artificially  raised  trout. 

Address— V.  GORRIE,  Esq.,  GHILLAND,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


ENRIGHT'S 


SHANNON"  GUT  CASTS 

172  Fish  with  Two  Casts. 

Herefordshire.  Jan.  2,  1899. 
Dear  Sirs,— With  regard  to  your  Salmon  Casts, 
I  may  say  that  I  only  used  one  stout  Salmon  cast 
and  one  strong  Trout  cast  all  the  time  I  was  in 
Iceland  last  year,  and  I  killed  172  Fish  on  the  two 
casts,  and  neither  of  them  is  half  worn  out.  1  killed 
7  fish  one  day  on  the  Trout  Cast  with  a  9ft. 
Trout  Rod,  the  heaviest  121b.— Yours  truly, 

  J.  W.  S. 

SOLE  MAKERS  OF  THE  CASTLECONNELL  RODS. 

JOHN  ENRICHT  &  SON,  CASTLECONNELL. 


FOE 


EVERT  WATEEPROOF 
REQUISITE  FOE 


GUARANTEEi 


RIVER,  LOCH,  and  SEA 
FISHING. 

Wading  Trousers  and  Stockings 
in  5  qualities. 
Brogues  in  7  qualities. 

FISHING  COATS,  JACKETS,  &  GAPES 

BOOTS  &  COMBINATION  WADERS. 

Sole  Makbes  of  the 

CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL  OVER- 
KNEE WADERS. 

ImTnense  Stock  Ready  for  Use, 


[The  New  "lYICTORIA"  Patent  Tee, 


The  Fifld,  June  3,  1889, 

"  For  siroplieity  of  adjust- 
ment and  durability  the 
Tee  cannot  be  equalled  by 

any  other  patent." 
Price  4/-  per  doz.  Single 
Sample  5d.,  post  free. 

THE  "VARSITY" 
GOLF  BALLS. 

Highly  recom- 
mended by 
leading  golfers.  ^ 

10/- per  doz. 
57/-  for  6  doz 
Postage  extra. 


'/////'hfJ 

m 


ANDERSONS' 

Andbbson  Andbbson  a  Anbbbson,  Ltd. 


INUIARUBBER  &.  WATERPROOF  MANUFACTURERS, 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET 


LONDON",  K.C. 
And  at  8,  Qn«eii  Street,  Cardiff. 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Or  Use,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATEB 

Newark-on-Trent. 

Mamifacturer  of   Spli*;  Cane  SALMON 
and  TEOUT  EODS,  and  all  other  kinds  of 
first-class  Eods,  Reels,  and  Tackle. 


THE 


NEWARK  PERFECTION 

The  best  Eoach,  Barbel,  and  Chub  Eod 
made.  East  India  cane  butt  and  middle, 
two  selected  greenheart  tops,  built  handle, 
and  beautifully  finished. 

10ft.,  21/- ;  lift..  22  - ;  12ft.,  23/-. 


My  New  Aluminium  Alloy  Trout  and 
Salmon  Reels  are  unequalled. 


Prices. 
...  15s.  Od. 
...  17s.  6d. 
...  2l8.  Od. 
...  25s.  Od. 
Extreme  lightness  combined  with  strength 

Send  for  lllustraied  Catalogue. 

TO  THE  DEAF. 

T\E.  NICHOLSON'S  Patented  Artificial 
■'"^  Ear  Drums  have  stood  the  test  of 
20  years,  curing  1,000,000  persons,  and 
are  still  acknowledged  to  be  the  only  real 
cure  for  Deafness,  Noises  in  the  Head, 
and  other  Aural  Troubles.  Doctors  say 
these  Ear  Drums  have  done  more  for 
humanity  than  any  other  medical  inven- 
tion. A  Descriptive  Book  in  any  language 
sent  free  by  J.  H.  Nicholson,  17,  Bury- 
street,  London,  W.C. 


TBOUT  and  SALMON  ANGLERS, 

SEND  ONE  STAMP  TO 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CEOWN  ST.,  COCKEKMOUTH, 
For  his  new  List  and  Samples  of  Lines. 
The  finest  Stock  of  Fishing  Tackle  in  the 

North  of  England. 
Try  my  special  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon 
Roda,  marvellous  for  casting  and  killing 

power.    See  Testimonials. 
Balitton  Files  Dreaaed  to  any  Pattern. 

Bole  Afrent  for  North  of  England  and  Sontb  of 
Beotliuid  for  UanchAAter  Cotton  Twine  Spinning 
Oo.'i  Linen.  Agent  for  S.  Allcock's  world- 
rraowned  riabing  Tackle.  Angling  InformatlOD 
glTta  for  the  I>erweat  and  Lftke  Dtvtrlot 


WILLIAMS'S 


Ten  Awards 
for  Merit. 


All  Rods  and  Tackle  Made  and  Repaired  on  the  Premises. 


F.  T.  WILLIAMS  &  CO.,  10,  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.C. 

Establislied  1828.  Catalogues  sent  Gratis. 


FISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE. 

JACK  EODS. — Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  .3a.  9d. ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  68.  6d.  to 
Os.  6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Eod,  10ft.  Sin.,  128.  6d. ;  do.,  doable  brazed,  143.  6d.  to  2l8. 6d. 

BEELS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3^in.,  Is.  9d.  ;  4in.,  2s.  6d. ;  movable  check,  3^in.,  4s. ; 
4in.,  58  ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in.,  68.  6d. ;  4in.,  9s  6d. ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  3in.,  2s.  6d. 

LINES  (waterproof).— Plaited  silk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard ;  hemp,  Jd.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
20  yards,  7d. ;  Tanned,  8d.  ;  60  yards,  28.    Cable  Laid  Oord,  50  yards,  7Jd. 

TEACES,  Gut  or  Gimp.— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d. ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  &c.— Byder's,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  2Jd. ;  Jardiue's,  3d.;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  IJd.  each; 
Is,  3d.  per  dozen. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality;  Silver  Plaited,  from  Is. ;  Devone,  Totnes,  and 
Slimiows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
Gossamer,  8d.    Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.    All  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEHENS  (late  A.  BULMER),  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD.  S.W. 


(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane,) 
CJ  .A.  T  A.  H.  O  C3- XT  E  S  POS 


.El  33. 


SPECIAL  NEWROACH  FLOATS. 

Made  of  selected  reeds,  with  qnill  or  porcupine  tops.  6in.,  Gd, ;  7in.,  8d. ; 
Sin  ,  led. ;  and  9in.,  Is.  each  ;  postage.  Id.  each  extra.  These  Floats  ace  our  own 
make,  and  are  beautifully  finished.  The  reed  part  is  painted  a  pale  green,  and  the 
tops  are  tipped  with  red. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  54,  London  Street,  Norwich. 


ANGLERS 


NEARLY  15,000  ALREADY  SOLD  !  H 

SHOULD  BE  CAREFUL 

to  see  that  their  Rods  are  Pitted 
with 

HAGEMANN  &  CO.'S 

"SUBERIT" 

(PATENT  IMPROVED  COMPBESSED  CORK) 

ROD  HANDLE 

AN  IDEAL  GRIP.    '<  Simply  Perfection." 

No  First-class  Fishing  Kod  is  perfect  without  it, 

These  excellent,  refined  Cork  Grips  are  turned  out  and  bored  entire  from  SoLlli  BLOCKS  OF 
"  SuBERlT,"  consisting  of  pure  corlj  of  the  finest  quality,  which,  after  having  been  ground  and 
all  imparities  carefully  expelled,  is  mixed  with  a  binding  solution  (subsequently  invisible,  and 
having  the  remarkable  property  of  being  unaffected  by  wet  or  heat)  and  then  subjected  to  great 
hydraulic  pressure,  by  which  the  whole  is  converted  into  large  solid  blocks  of  "  Suberit.' 

THESE  NEW  SOLID  (compressed)  CORK  HANDLES  entirely  dispense  with  the  wood 
usually  left  for  the  grip  of  a  Eod,  or  the  wooden  socket,  upon  which  thin  sheet  cork  (liable  to 
become  unglued,  especially  in  hot  and  damp  elimatCHi)  is  mounted.  As  the  butt  of  a  rod  is  about 
the  same  size  under  the  "  Suberit"  as  above  it,  the  play  is  continued  to  the  winch,  and  thus  greater 
casting  power  obtained  than  from  Eods  mounted  with  the  o\d-fnMomd  handles.  A  consiaerable 
saving  in  weight  is  also  attained,  and  as  the  "  Suberit  "  Grips  are  usaally  from  5',7in.  to  ^in.  thick, 
much  elasticity  is  obtained,  such  as  is  quite  Impossible  from  thin  sheet  cork  only  to  ^in.  thick, 
mounted  on  a  hard  wood  base. 

N.B. — Provided  they  are  properly  mounted  on  the  Rods,  "  Suberit  "  Grips  are,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  unbreakable,  and  anybody  stating  otherwise  does  so  for  his  own  purpose.  "  SUBERIT  " 
CYCLE  HAXOLES  are  recognised  in  the  Cycle  Trade  as  the  finest  Cork  Grips  in  the  market,  and 
therefore  enjoy  a  very  large  sale,  having  been  adopted  by  the  largest  and  bes^  Cycle  Manufacturers. 

SODS  UOUITTED  WITH  "SUBERIT"  (Patent)  KANDIiES  can  be  bad  from 
all  "up-to-date"  Bod  Makers,  such  as:   Enrioht  &  Son,  Thk  Akmy  and  Navy  Stores. 

OABTBB  &  Co.,  J.  E.  UlOHARDSON,  PkEK  &  SON,  P.  D.  MALLOCH,  FOSTER  BROS.,  DAVID  SLATER, 

Bamdridob,  Eaton  <fc  Deller,  Holbrow  A  Co.,  W.  T  Hancock  &  Co.,  J.  Bernard  *  Son. 
.Tames  Oodem  (Cheltenham),  J.  Giliktt,  Williams  <fe  Co.,  H.  Wuitty,  Murton  &  Co.,  *c., 
AND  THE  LEADINI}  WHOLESALE  HOUSES. 
SOLE    REPRESENTATIVE    TO    THE  PATENTEES, 

CHARLES  A.  GOULD,  77,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  LONDON,  W.C. 

(AVI-IOLKSALE  0>rLY.) 
"  Filhing  Kod  Haksrt  shoald  make  a  not«  of  this  new  divf," —Fishing  Gatette. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

S'FI  /V  SIPEl. 

'yoURISTS'  FORTNIGHTLY  and 
FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft. 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  Southend-on- 
Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Alde- 
burgh,  Southwold  and  Hunstanton  are 
issued  by  all  trains  from  LONDON 
(Liverpool-street),  also  from  G.E.  subur- 
ban stations  and  New  Cross  (L.B,  and 
S.C.R.),  at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool- 
street.  These  cheap  tickets  are  also 
issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland)  and 
Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea, and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  BACK, 
28.  6d.  daily,  by  through  fast  trains  from 
LIVERPOOL  -  STREET  and  FEN- 
CHURCH  -  STREET.  Cheap  Through 
Tickets  are  also  issued  at  stations  on  the 
Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 
Railways, 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH 
and  BACK,  4s,,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  SUNDAYS,  at  9,0  a,m.,  and  on 
MONDAYS  at  7.35  a.m. 

BROXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE, 
Is,  6d,  daily,  from  Liverpool-street,  &c,, 
and  on  week  days  only  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town, 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is,  daily,  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  Dept- 
ford-road  (East  London  Railway),  Gospel 
Oak,  &o. 

WILLIAM  BIRT, 

General  Manager. 

London,  June,  1899, 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President  :  Sir  EDWARD  BIEKBECK,  Bart, 

REDUCED  FARES 

S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 

1st  OCTOBER  to  3ist  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns, 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant  (York  Room). 

All  information  of  Hon,  Sec,  Chables 
S,  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E,C, 


ROYAL  AJAX  CYCLES. 

OX  Monthly  Pay- 
ments Immense  stock 
Ladies' and  Gents'.  New 
and  second-hand.  Won- 
derfol  bargains.  Car. 
nage  paid.  Easy  pay- 
ments, from  lOe. 
monthly,  or  lar^  cash 
discount.  One  year's 
gTiarantee.  lllu.-^rated  Price  Lists  Fott  Fret  on  Applica- 
tion. Old  bicycles  exchanged.- The  BRITISH  CYCLE 
MFG.  Co..  45,  Everton  Road.  Liverpo-il. 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLO  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL. 
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"  It  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the  supremacy  we  havr  achieved  as  Rod 
Makers.  .  .  .  They  have  left  all  others  hopelessly  behind."— nfF  FIELD, 


MAY  PLIES  for  SEASON  1899. 


-ifufnmn  J^tufi 


5.M-. 


non 


J0.A1 


i')ml(t, 


Sfn/rit 


ALL   UNCUT   WINGS   ON    EYED  HOOKS. 


1m  ludia-rubber  Dataclied  Body,  with  Summer  Duck  Wings  ...  7/- 

2m    Tndia-rubber  Detached  Body,  Dyed  Drake  Wiugs    6/- 

3m  Mr.  Halford's  Pat.  B,  Summer  Duck  Wings,  Straw  Bodies  6/- 

4m  Ditto      Pattern  B,  Egyptian  Goose  Wings,    do.     ...  5/6 

5m  Ditto                      Dyed  Drake      do.           do.    ...  5/- 

6m  Ditto          do.    P,  Eouen  Drake  Wing         do.    ...  5/- 


7m  The    Champion "   Straw'Bodies  5/- 

8m  Midgets,  Green  or  Brown    do.  5/- 

9m  Mr.  Halfor  Vs  Spent  Gnat.  Pa^.  B.,  with  Four  HackL-s,  &c.  5/- 

10m  Hardy's  Hackle  May,  Straw  Body,  Summer  Duck  Hackles  4/6 

11m  Hackle  Mays  as  used  on  the  Derwent,  Wye,  &c   3/6 

12m  Lough  Earn  May   "   ...  3/6 


Suitable  Gut  Casts,  3yds.,  tapered,  Is.  each,  5s.  6d.  per  half  dozen,  10s.  per  dozen. 


'99  CATAL 


of 


FRSE  b)  Post  on  receipt  of  Address. 


HARDY  BRIIL  ALNWICK 

London  Branch :  61,  PALL  MALL ; 

MUCIIESIEII BUUICII :  li  u  It,  IIHILT  STUET ;  EDIIItlllUII  BBMKH :  f,  SORB  ST.  Dini  mm. 
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C.  FARLOW  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

19X,   STRJLN^D,  LONDON,  W.C., 

TEMPLE  STATION  (DISTRICT  RAILWAY)  WITHIN  2  MINUTES'  WALK, 

Manufacturers  of  First  Class  Rods  and  Tackle. 

FARLOWS  "PERFECT"  LI6HT  SALMON  OR  8RILSE  RODS 

In  Greenheart  for  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  cannot  use 
heavy  rods.  Made  in  two  lengths,  14ft.  and  15ft.,  fitted  with 
all  the  latest  improvements,  cork  handle,  snake  rings,  and  straight 
ferrules.  We  are  now  able  to  produce  these  rods  much  lighter 
than  formerly.  In  balance  and  action  the  rods  are  constructed  on 
the  most  improved  principles ;  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested, 
and  found  to  be  quite  powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14ft.  Rod  weighs  about  24  ounces,  price  £2  15  O,  with  two  Tops. 
The  15ft.  Rod  weighs  about  28  ounces,  price  £3  5  0,  with  two  Tops. 


FARLOWS  PATENT  LEVER  SALMON  WINCHES, 

Of  Alloyed  Aluminium,  and  can  be  regulated  to  any  stiffness  at 
will.  The  alloy  used  in  these  reels  so  hardens  the  aluminium  that 
they  will  stand  hard  work  quite  as  well  as  brass,  and,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  weights,  they  are  very  much  lighter. 

Sizes  kept  in  stock    -    -    -    -    3i      3f      4      4i      4i  inches. 
Weight  (about)  9      lOi    12     13      14i  ounces. 

FARLOWS  "PERFECT" 

CORK  HANDLE  GREENHEART  TROUT  ROD. 

IVIade  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9ft.  to  lift. 

The  grips  of  these  rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left 
for  the  grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork  as  above 
the  grip,  consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  rods  of  the  same  length.  The  play  of  the 
rod  being  continued  from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers, 
finished  in  ttte  best  manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement,  Straight  Metal  Fittings,  Snake  Rings, 
and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price  £1 10s.  each ;  superior  finish,  £2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  each  Rod). 

lOft.  to  10ft.  Bin.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 

ALL  BOOKS  on  ANGLING  KEPT  in  STOCK. 

1809  Cataloffue^  with  150  Illustrations,  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 


C.  PAELOW  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  191,   STEAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 
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ESTATES. 

FISHINGS,  and  SHOOTINGS  for 
SALE  or  to  LET. 

TROUT  FISHliTon  the  TEST, 

AT  WHITCHURCH. 

■yACANCY  for  One  ROD  (limited  to 
'     three)  on  |  mile  of  highly  productive 
water.  —  "A.   A.,"    Mariemont,  Binley, 
Saint  Marv  Bnnrne,  Ani^over.  


NORFOLK  BROADS. 

■pOR  SALE,  Two  BROADS,  about 
ISO  acres,  within  one  mile  of  rail- 
way station.  Sporting  and  fishing:  rights 
strictly  preserved.— For  further  particu- 
lars apply  to  "  P.,"  care  of  Bookstall, 
Thorpe  Station,  Norwich. 

r^Om  FISHING  now  to  be  had  at  a 
^  Private  House  in  IRELAND.  Salmon 
and  Trout,  river  and  lake  ;  gillie  and  boat 
included.  Capital  quarters  and  food. 
Best  references  in  London  and  Provinces 
from  previous  visitors.  ^£3  3s.  per  week, 
all  included  ;  near  rail  and  post. — Apply 
to  "  S.  K.,"  care  of  W.  Green,  Stationer, 
127,  Great  Portland-street,  VT. 


pOUNTRY  APARTMENTS.  —  To  be 
^  LET,  a  SITTING  and  BEDROOM, 
pleasantly  situate  200  yards  from  (Shake- 
speare's) the  Avon  ;  fishing,  boating  ;  use 
of  pony  and  trap  if  required ;  church, 
post,  telegraph,  &c.  ;  1  mile  from  Bredon 
Station  on  the  Midland  main  line  between 
Birmingham  and  Bristol,  and  2  miles  from 
Tewkesbury;  terms  moderate. — Apply 
Park  View,  Twyning,  Tewkesbury. 


To  Let,  for  the  Season, 

THE 

LANGrORD  FISHERY, 

Over  2  MILES  of  Well-Stocked  RIVER. 

Five  minutes  from  station,  G.E.B. 
Severn!  gooil  clasB  Hotels  at  MaMon,  distance 
under  two  miles,  where  every  accommodation 
can  be  hid. 

This  F'shin?  coold  be  Let  either  to  an  Anfrling 
Olnb  nr  tn  a  Private  Party.  tSU  for  the  ceaoon. 
F.  Wakelin,  Laneford  Hall.  Maldon,  Esrcx. 


rriOUR  Dozen  new  excellent  EYED 
^  SALMON  PLIES  (various).  Price, 
158. — "  Angler,"  care  of  W.  H.  Dixon, 
184,  Norwood-road,  S.E. 


WT'ANTED,  from  Julv  15th,  for  six 
wepks,  FURNISHED  HOUSE. 
Four  or  five  bedrooms ;  trout  or  coarse 
fishing  ;  boat,  if  possible  ;  S.W.  counties  ; 
Shropshire  or  Wales  preferred.  —  Cox, 
59a,  Bishopsgate-street,  London 


FLY  MATFRIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAPUI  rO  Swan  and  TurVey  Feathers, 
flAuKLCd  Seals'  Fnr,  Pigs' Wool,  &c. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES.  Mardyke.  Cork. 


The  HOMELAND  HANDBOOKS. 

Published  by  the  Homeland  Association  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Touring  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireiand. 

Succinct.   Serviceable.  Sixpence. 

Intercstine  to  ail  lovors  of  the  English  Country- 
side.    Contain   Articles    descriptive  of  Local 
Fishing  (if  any). 
Price  Gd.  nctt;  cloth.  Is.  nett;  postage,  2d. 
Tonbridge  for  the  Resident,  the  Holiday  Maker, 

and  the  Angler. 
Tunbndge  Wells  of  To-day. 
Lyonessf:  a  Handbook  to  the  Isles  of  Scilly.  New 

Edition  in  Press. 
Wolfe-T-nnd :  a  Handbook  to  the  Westorham 

District.    New  Edition  in  Press. 
Kent's  Capital,  Maidstone  on  the  Mcdway. 
Croydon,  New  and  Old. 
Dartmoor:  What  to  see,  and  how  to  find  it. 
Bochestor  and  Chatham  with  Pen  and  Camera. 
Ho'mesdale  Towns :  Beigate  and  Bedhill. 
BEKCHINGS,  T.TD.,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.O. 


JOHN  HONE,  of  Walton-on-Thames 

( A  Thamet  Fitherman  with  a  life-long  experience) 
Will  LET  out  PUNTS  and  BOATS,  fixed 
in  a  selected  swim,  and  provide  ground- 
bait,  for  4h.  per  day ;   if  ho  provides 
tackle  the  charge  is  5s.  per  day. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
'^OUR  FISHING. 

MB.  HENRY  COXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fislii'ig  Oatet'e  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  illu=t'  ated  work,  "  A  MODERN 
TBEA.T1SE  ON  PBACTICAL  OO'VRSE  FISH 
ANGLING:  HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH."  has  now 
reached  its  third  edition,  and  this  since  Christmas 
No  such  praciical  book  on  angling  was  ever 
written,  and  its  contents  have  been  highly 
extolled  by  all  the  leading  angling  and  other 
sporting  papers  in  the  British  Isles.  Send  for 
copy. 

Price  Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 
WALTON  VILLA,  WEST  BBIDGFOED, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


mW  READY. 


Scribner's  Magazine. 

JUNE,  1899. 
THE  FINEST  ILLDSTBATED  MAGAZINE 
OP  THE  DAY. 

PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 


Contents : 


Frontispibob.    Painted  by  Zom  in  1886. 

The  Modken  Group  of  Scandinavian  Painters. 
With  illustrations  from  paintings  by  Richard 
Bergh,  Karl  Larsson,  Fritz  Thaulow,  Salm- 
BOD,  Werenskiold,  Eilif  Petersen,  Gerard 
Munthe,  and  others.  By  Cecilia  Waern. 
Thb  Battle  op  the  Blook-Hodsbs.   The  War 

WITH  THE  1N6CR0ENT.S  AT  MANILA.  Illus- 
trated from  photographs  by  Lieut.  0.  F. 
O'Keefe.  By  Percy  G.  McDonnell. 
A  Burial  bt  Friendless  Post.  Illustrations 
by  Thomas  Fogarty.  By  Robert  Shaekleton. 
The  Pilgrim.  By  Rosamund  M.  Watson. 
The  Roush  Riders.  The  Beturn  Home. 
(Begun  in  January — to  run  through  six  num- 
bers 1  Illustrated  with  many  photographs. 
By  Theodore  Roosevelt  (Colonel  First  U.S.V. 
Cavalry). 

The  Chronicles  op  Aunt  Minervt  Ann. 
niuBtrated  by  A.  B.  Frost.  By  Joel  Chandler 
Harris. 

The  Ship  of  Stars.   Chapters  XI.— XIII.  (To 

be  continued).  By  A.  T.  Quiller-Couch  (Q  ). 
A  Victory  for  the  People.     Illustrated  by 

W.  R.  Leigh.  By  William  Allen  White. 
The  Letters  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 
DAvns,  1880  82.  Drawings  by  E  C.  Peixotto 
and  Jules  Gu^rin.  Edited  by  Sidney  Colvin. 
A  Poet's  Musical  Impressions.  From  the 
Letters  op  Sydney  Lanier.  (Conclusion.) 
'  Europe."  By  Henry  James. 
The  Point  of  View.   War  as  a  Sport— Our 

Expenditures. 
The  Field  of  Art.    The  Education  of  the 
Artist,  Here  and  Now. 


Order  through  any  Bookseller. 


London  ;  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  &  CO. 
Ltd.,  St  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-lane.  E.G. 


Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
EXCHANGE  COLUMN 

One  Shilling  for  each  Twelve  Words,  Minimum 

charge,  Two  ShlllingB, 
^.B. — These  advertisements  must  tie  prepaid  or 
they  will  not  be  inserted. 

FEATHERS  and  MATERIALS  for  PLY 
DRESSING.— B.  T.  WILLIAMS,  Practical 
Fly  Dresser  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  Kings- 
land.  Herefordshire,  holds  a  most  extensive  and 
varied  stock  of  all  kinds  of  feathers,  including 
Natural  Dun,  Honey  Dun,  Furnace.  Ac  Hackles, 
also  wings,  feathers,  and  skins  of  English  «nd 
Foreign  Birds ;  Furs,  Mohair,  and  Pig's  Wool. 
Condor  and  other  Quills.  Hooks  (plain  and 
eyed,  including  Pennell's),  Gut,  Tinsels,  Silk,  <fcc. 
Appliances  of  all  sorts.  Breeder  of  fowls 
specially  for  (ly-dresslng  purposes  for  nearly 
forty  years.  Detailed  price  lists  free.  Esta- 
blished over  half  a  century. 


Pnll  partlcnUri  of  all  Salmon  Plshlngs  to 
Let  In  Sootland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.  WATSON  LYALl  4  CO., 

Siaxib  Jigenis, 

118,  Fall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  pnbliah  on  the  1st  of  each  month  tlislr 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  li 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


T^OEMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  grrosB,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss,  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d.  ;  2  gross  do.,  3s. 
Send  P.0.0.  to  Hardy  Brob.,  5,  South 
St.  David-street,  Edinburgh. 


qiHE  SCOTTISH  BEGISTEB  of  Pumlshed 
-I-  Honses,  Oottages,  Lodgings,  &c.,  on  all 
Free  Fishing  Lochs  and  Blvers  (2  stampi). 

The  SCOTTISH  BEGISTEB  of  Shootings  and 
Salmon  Fishings  (2  stamps).  Largest  List  pnh- 
Uahed.  WALSEB,  PBASEB,  A  STEELE, 

Estate  Agents,  Glasgow. 


T)yORMS  and  GENTLES.— Specially 
prepared  Eed  or  Brandling  Worms 
for  trout  fishing,  ready  for  immediate  use, 
packed  in  moss,  Is.  per  bag ;  Freshly- 
bred  Gentles,  Is.  per  box,  securely  packed  ; 
post  free  for  Postal  Order  (Is.  and  three 
Id.  stamps).  Minnows,  alive  or  preserved, 
sent  to  any  address.  —  Miller  (late 
Walbran),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

aUIDE  TO  THE  BIVES  BAST.  With 

map  and  illustrations.    6d. ,  by  post  7d. 
BEBST  FOUEBOY  CASTI.E  :  a  Thril- 
ling Novel.   By  Edward  Montague,    li,,  by 
post  Is.  3d. 

HZSTOBICAZ.  SKETCH  OF  BEBBY 

CASTIiE.    Illustrated.    6d.,  by  post  7d. 
AXiBUM    OF    THE    BZVEB  DABT, 
TOTKES,  AKD  BEBBY  CASTI.B. 

Twenty-four  charming  views  of  the  English 
Rhine  district  from  photographs.  6d.,  by 
post  7d. 

DABTUOOB  AXTD  ITS  SUBBOUND- 
INOS.  Map  and  illustrations.  With 
article  on  Dartmoor  angling.  6d.,  by  post  8d. 
WESTERN     OUARDlAir.  Published 

Wednesdays  and  Thursdays. 
TOTNES    TIMES.     Friday  evening  for 
Saturday. 


rj.OOD    FISHING,    boats    free,  near 
river.    Comfortable  home,  private. 
— DucKER,   Great  Paxton,    St.  Neots, 
Hunts. 


TTAEDY  BROS.  lift.  Split  Cane  "  Per- 
feet  Test "  FLY  ROD,  two  tops,  bam- 
boo case,  bridge  rings,  lockfast  joints,  cork 
handle,  patent  spear,  Moscrop  reel,  double 
tapered  line,  and  Hardy's  "  Carry-all ' 
Creel  with  straps  complete  ;  all  in  perfect 
order  and  condition;  .£6. — Apply  "L 
Fairliffht,  Denmark-road,  Reading^  


1000  E'^^^  TROUT  FLIES 
-^^^  (various)  8d.  doz  ;  terms 
cash.  2500  Hall's  ditto  HOOKS,  price 
10s.  6d.  3000  Roach  to  tarpon  and  sea, 
8s. — "Angler,"  care  of  W.  H.  Dixon, 
184,  Norwood-road,  S.E. 


To  the  British  Nation  the  value  of  this  book  cannot  be  overrated." 

Nineteenth  Century. 


Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  i  Co.,  ltd., 

BKa    TO    Announce    that    Thet  Have 

NOW  READY, 

Complete  in  One  Volume  of  over  750  pages.  Price  128.  6d.  net. 

The  NEW,  REVISED,  and  MUCH  CHEAPER  EDITION  of 

CAPTAIN  MAHAN'S 

LIFE  OF  NELSON," 


li 


With  a  new  Preface  by  Captain  Mahan.    Tlie  Illustra- 
tions and  Battle  Plans  as  in  the 
2  vol.  86s.  Edition  (which  is  still  in  print),  and  an 
*m*  ENTIRELY  NEW  CHART,  giving  the  General  Lines 

of  NELSON'S  CRUISINGS,  1777  to  1805,  with 
Crossed  Flag's  in  Red,  indicating  his  CHIEF  BATTLES. 


The  Times. — "  Far  the  best  Life  of  Nelson  that  has  ever  been  written." 
The  Nineteenth  Century. — "  Incomparably  the  best  Life  of  Nelson." 
AthenoBum. — "  This  great  work    ...    an  adequate  memorial  of  the  great 
Admiral." 

Spectator. — "A  great  biography,  and  one  to  be  read  by  all  men." 
Pall  Mall  Gizette. — "Will  be  read  by  every  naval  oflScer,  and,  let  us  hope,  by 
every  British  citizen." 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C 


SCOTCH 


SALMON 
TO  LET. 


FISHING 


PcBLisHBRB:  MORTIMEE  BEOS.,  TOTNES. 


Miss  A.  FARLEY, 

Experienced  DRY-FLY  TYER 

23,  St.  Martin's  Church  Street, 
Salisbury,  Wilts. 

Double  Winged  Floaters,  2s.  dozen. 

For  Cash  Only. 


GOOD  FREE  PIKE,  PERCH,  and  GENERAL 
FISHING  on  the  OUSE. 
S  O  ^  ID, 

HOLYWELL  FEEEY  FISHERY,  supplies 
every  requisite  —  PUNTS,  BAITS,  and 
ATTENDANCE,  and  all  HOME  COMFORTS— 
at  most  reasonable  figures,  and  invariably  secures 
good  sport  for  his  patrons ;  will  meet  any  train 
at  St.  Ives  on  receipt  of  wire  or  letter,  as  above. 


Anjflers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  ia  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOtTLD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
'  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth, 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country, 

SHOOLD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Watited  Advts.,  18  words,  dd. ;  30  words.  Is.,  prepaid- 
Address :  News  Ofifce,  Ashbourne. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse.  &c., 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  ifodirale. 
Addrass:  King  Street  Alfreton, 


TBX    FISBtfro    GAZETTE,    JUNE  17 


HYAM  &  CO.  Limited 

TAILORS,  GENERAL  OUTFITTERS, 
NNIER8,    HAnERS,    BOOT  MANUFACTURERS. 
TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

Tnmks,   Dress  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 
■old-alls,  Hat  Cases,  Rugs,  Straps, 
and  TTmbreUas. 
A.  Splendid  A-ssortment 
ALWAYS  IN  STOCK. 

Butnled  Price  List,  with  all  pa.rtlcalan,  free  on 
application  to 

42  ft  43,  BBIGGATE,  LEEDS. 
184  to  140,  Oxford  St.,  LONDON,  W. 
21,  23,  23,  New  St.,  BIBMINGHAM. 
41,  Dudley  St.,  WOLVERHAMPTON. 


TT  is  no  use  going  Fishing  if  you  have 
not  the  proper  sort  of  Tackle.  You 
•hoold  therefore  write  to 

HEABDER  &  SON  (Wm.  Hearder), 

The  Pioneers  of  Sea  Fishing  Tackle, 
195,  Union  Street,  Plymouth, 
for  their  Illustrated  Guide  to  Sea 
AM  BiYEB  FiSHiNa,  gratis,  and  they 
win  tell  you  the  right  sort  to  nse  in  the 
various  localities. 

Mounted  Lines,  Artificial  Eaits,  Col- 
lapsing Nets,  and  Traps.    Otter  orBeam- 
leea    Trawls,     Trammels,  Naturalists' 
Dredges,  or  any  Gear  for  Fishing. 
Highest  Awards  everywhere. 
Established  1770. 


PISCICULTURE. 

FOB  A 

PREMIUM  PUPIL. 

Applt — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 

CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE, 

(73.  — Established  by  the  late  Thob. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford. 


ESTABLISHED  18S1, 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane 

Inveated  Fnnds  £8,000,000 

Number  of  AccountR.  TS.Ofil 

TWO-AND-A-HALF  per  CENT.  INTEEEST 
allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand. 

TWO  per  CENT,  on  ODHEENT  AOOOUNTS, 
on  the  minimum  monthly  balances,  when  not 
drawn  below  £100. 

STOCKS,  SHAKES,  and  ANNUITIES  pur- 
chased and  sold  for  castomers. 

SAVINGS  DBPABT9IBIVT. 

Small  deposits  received,  and  Interest  allowed 
monthly  on  each  completed  £1. 

The  Blrkbeck  Almanack,  with  partlcnlari,  post 
free.  Fbanois  Bavensoboft,  Manager. 


sPBonsTOzr,  kex.so. 


XTIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon  Flies 
at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz.  of 
the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any  river. 
Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


To  Amateur  Rod  and  Flv  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Qbicenheakt,  Hiokobt,  or  Lanokwood  : 
liin.     fin.     (<n.     ^In.     fin.     }ln.  2ft.  long. 
1/-     4d.    3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length. 
1/6     8d.    7d.    6d.    ed.    4d.  H  ft  long. 
And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 

FerrttleB,Winch  Fittings, Snake  Kings,  and  every 
Bequisite  for  Bod  Making,  Flies  in  stock  to  suit 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern.  Is.  and  Is.  6d. 
per  doz.  Floaters,  28.  per  doz. ;  Sample  half 
dozen  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATEEIALS.— Hackles  in  Bed,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  ether  natural  colours,  Id. 
per  doz.  Duns,  all  skades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed 
Hackles,  IJd.  per  doz. 

Wings  per  Pair. — Starlings,  1  Jd. ;  Snipe,  IJd. ; 
Woodcock,  3d.;  Waterhen,  3d. ;  Partridge,  IJd.; 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  IJd. 

Floss  and  TriNe  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks,  all 
shades.   

WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 

2S,  Market  Flaoe,  Manobester. 


DO  NOT  BEMOVE 

The  Proprietors  of  the  ' 


THIS  COITFON  FROM   THE  FAFEB. 

'  FISHING  GAZETTE  "  have  insured  every  Purchaser 
or  Holder  of  it  in 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

lis  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  E.G.  (Eegistered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom  Notice  of  Claims  under  the 
following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days. 


£100 


"  PISHING    GAZETTE  " 

INSURANCE  COUPON. 


£50 


APPLIOABLK   TO  PASSENflEE  TRAINS   AND   ALL   WATERS   IN   QSHAT  BaiTAIN  AND  IKBLAND. 

One  Hundred  FonndS  win  be  paid  by  the  above  Insuranott  Ovmpany  to  the  le^al  representa- 
tives of  any  person  killed  by  an  accident  to  the  train  In  which  the  deceased  was  an  ordinary  passenger, 
or  who  shall  have  been  fatally  Injured  thereby,  should  death  result  within  three  months  after  such 
accident.  Should  such  Injury  not  prove  fatal,  then  the  person  Injured  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for 
PERMANENT  TOTAL  DISABLEMENT  the  loss  of  two  limbs  or  the  Irrecoverable  loss  ef  sight  In 
both  eyes)  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  or  for  PERMANENT  PARTIAL  DISABLEMENT  the  loss  of 
one  limb,  or  one  eye)  FIFTY  POUNDS.  Provided  that  at  the  time  of  such  accident  the  person  bo  killed 
or  Inlured  was  the  owner  of  this  Insuranok  Coupon  for  the  Current  Week,  with  his  «r  her  usual 
signature  written  in  ink  underneath.  If  found  on  the  person  It  need  not  have  been  signed.  It  Is  also 
onderetood  that  the  fatal  amount  under  this  Coupon  shall  extend  to  accidental  death  by  drowning 
whilst  angling.  Annual  subscribers  whose  yearly  subscription  has  been  paid  In  advance,  and  who  retain 
and  aie  this  paper,  will  be  held  covered  on  its  production,  although  the  coupon  Is  unsigned. 

SIGNATURE  «   


THE  GENERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION  LTD. 

Capital,  £250,000.         "Establistied  1885. 
Ckief  Offices — 12  to  44,  Tat  Stremt,  Perth,  N.B.  ;  115-117,  Canicon  Stbbbt  LohdOh.  B.C. 

West  End  Office— 27,  Regent  Street,  Losdbn,  S.W. 

INSURE  your  CYCLE  against  ACCIDENT,  FIRE,  BURGLARY,  and  THEFT. 

An  Annual  Premium  of  7/6  covers  a  Cycle  of  the  value  of  £10,  plus  an  additional  2/6  for  each 
£5,  or  part  thereof,  in  excess  of  £10,  the  premium  for  JB15  being  thus  10/-.  Pire  and  Theft 
only  covered  to  the  extent  of  JB 1 0  f  or  an  annual  premium  of  3/-  plus  1/-  for  each  extra  £.5,  or  part 
thereof.  Cyclists  can,  by  payment  of  an  extra  premium  of  2/6  per  annum,  have  their  liability 
for  injuries  caused  to  persons  in  the  streets  covered  to  the  extent  of  Jt50.  Liberal  terms  offered 
to  Agents.   Prospectuses  forwarded  free  on  application.    F.  Norik-Millbe,  General  Manager 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 

POa  ALI. 

Bilious  and  NervoasDisordin, 

•Boa  Al 

51ck  Headache, 


Constipation, 

Weak  Stomach, 
Impaired  Digestien, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and  Female  Ailmenta. 


ANNUAL  SALE  OVER 
SIX   MILLION  B0XB8 


In  Soxea,  and  2/9  each,  witk  faU 

dir«etioma.  The  1/1^  b«x  oontaiu 
56  pills. 


Prefored  <mly  by  the  Proprieto 

THOMAS  BEECHAM 

ST.  HELEN'S,  LANCASHIBK 


Beecliani's  Tooth  Paste. 

Efflcacions— Economical. 
Cleanses  the  Teeth— Ferfames  the 
Breath. 

la  Oollapilble  Tnbei,  of  all  Druggists,  or  f roM  tk« 
Proprietor,  for  1/-,  post  paid 


SPECIAL  to  ANGLERS, 


FISHING  TACKLE  at  UNHEARD-OF  PRICES. 

ALL  COMPETITORS  DEFIED. 

GAMAGE,  Ltd.,  of  Holborn,  have  a  few  Special  Lines  left  of  the  Stock  of 
Messrs.  Bowness  &  Bowness,  which  will  be  sold  at  less  than  half  original  cost. 


Greenheart  FLY  RODS,  two  tops,  ringed,  brazed,  winch  fitted,  10ft.,  lift.  Sale 
Price,  7/9.    Original  price,  25/-. 

Greenheart  FLY  RODS,  fonr  joints,  two  tops,  double  brazed,  ringed,  winch  fitted, 
swelled  butt,  lift.,  and  12ft.    Sale  price,  11/3.   Original  price,  35/-. 

Enssian  Leather  SALMON  FLY  BOOKS,  3/4- 

Pig  Skin  Leather  SALMON  FLY  BOOKS,  larger,  5/3. 

Extra  Quality  Sale  Price,  8/3.    Usoally  sold  at  24/6. 

A  Choice  Assortment  of  FLY  BOOKS,   2/-,  2/6,   3/3,  4/5;   at  about  ^  off 
the  cost. 


Superior  Greenheart  SALMON  SODS,  three  joints,  two  tops,  double  brazed,  winck 
fitted,  butt  with  wood  or  rubber  buttons  divisioned  bag,  14ft.,  16ft.,  and  18ft. 
Sale  price,  15/3-    Original  price,  55/-. 

Best  quality  London-made  Greenheart  SALMON  RODS,  three  joints,  two  tops, 
double  brazed,  winch  fitted,  brazed  under  slide,  wood  button,  divisiened  bag, 
16ft.  and  18ft.    Sale  price,  18/9.    Original  price,  70/-. 

CAST  NETS,  Gudgeon  and  Minnow,  12  yards,  IQ/-. 

LOCH  and  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  1/6  per  dozen. 

A  Large  Assortment  of  SALMON  FLIES,  from  6d.  each. 


FIRST   CONSIGNMENT   OF   NEW   GOODS   FOR   THE   PRESENT  SEASON. 

Gamage's  Greenheart  TROUT  ROD,  three  joints,  two  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle,  double  brazed, 
snake  rinsrs.  Universal  winch  firtin^s.  and  nork  evin.  lOffc..  lOift;    anH  lift    10/^  * 


snake  rings.  Universal  winch  fittings,  and  cork  grip,  10ft.,  lOiffc ,  and  lift.,  19/6. 

American  Split  Cane  FLY  RODS,  10ft.,  10|ft.,  and  11  ft   6/6.       Superior  quaUty   

English  Built  Split  Cant;  RODS,  10ft.  and  lOift.,  two  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle  

Superior  English  Built  Si)lit  Cane  RODS,  10ft.,  lOJft.,  and  lift.,  two  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle,  suction  joints,  cork  grip 

3yd.  GUT  CASTS    4d.  each.  I  2iin.  Bronzed  Revolving  Plate  CHECK  REELS 

g.  Brass  Star  Back  NOTTINGHAM  REELS   ...       3in.  2  3,  3iin.  3  3,  4in.  4/3 

"       Double  winged  TROUT  FLIES,  on  eyed  hooks,  tied  speciaUy  for  us,  at  1*9  per  doz. 
8d.    „       MAY  FLIES,  on  eyed  hooks,  straw,  silk,  and  detached  cork  bodies,  at  2  6  per  doz. 


9/9 
20/- 
31  6 

3/-. 


Tapered  ditto  ... 
Hercules  ditto  . . . 


ILLUSTRATED   CATALOGUE    READY  SHORTLY. 


A.  W.  GAMA&E,  Ltd.,  Holborn.  London,  E.G. 


TUje  j^isHiM)   GJzi:rrK,  junk  /;,  ihu». 


The  New  "Archer"  CAST  CASE, 

PROVISIONALLY  PROTECTED, 

With    Embossed  TRANSPARENT 
Pockets. 

Made  in  Three  Qualities,  A,  B,  and  C. 

A In  Pigskin,  with  Ennbossed  Trans- 
parent Pockets     -     -     -  - 

2  In  Leather  with  ditto  -  _  - 
^  Do.,  with  fiat  Transparent  Pockets 


Just  what  every  Fly 
Fisherman  wants  to 
put  made  up  Casts  in, 
as  the  Pockets  are  of 
Embossed  Trans- 
parency, and  the  con- 
tents  of  each  can  be 
seen  at  a  glance. 


Wm.  BARTLEET  &  SONS,  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch. 
London  House:  11  and  12,  Goldsmith  Street,  E.G. 

{Ohtainahle  only  through  Dealers.) 


J.  RICHARDSON. 

Maker  to  H.R.H,  Princess  of  Wales.   (Late  Manager  to  Mr.  H.  Dunhill.) 

FISHIHG  ROD  AND  TACKLE  nANUFiCTURER. 


PATENT 

NATURAL  WING  TROUT  FLIES, 

2/6  per  dozen. 


PATENT 


Marvellous  Floating  Flies, 

Wifh  Real  Insect  Win^s,  Strengthened  bv  Patented  Process, 
and  Patent  Transparent  Inflated  Bodies, 

4/6  per  dozen. 


PATENT 

LUCIFEROUS  MAY  FLIES, 

Transparent  Inflated  Bodies,  Unsinkable, 

6/6  per  dozen. 


THE  DRY  FLY  CAST, 

2yds.  Taper.      6/-  per  dozen. 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Note  Only  Address— 

123,  EUSTON  ROAD,  N.W. 

(LATE  OF  JUDD  STREET). 


A.  CARTER  &  CO., 

137,  ST.  JOHN   STREET   ROAD;   1,  2,  3,  ROSEBERY   AVENUE,  LONDON,  E.O., 

FISHING  ROD  anct  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS  to 
H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK.        H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  SAXE-COBURG  GOTHA,  DUKE  OF  EDINBURGH. 

T.I.M.  THE  EMPEROR  AND  EMPRESS  OF  RUSSIA. 
H.I.H.  THE  GRAND  DUKE  ALEXANDER  MICHAELOVICH.   H.I.H  THE  GRAND  DUKE  MICHAEL  ALEXANDROVICH. 


GOLD  MEDAL  CANE  BUILT  RODS.    None  Better. 


TROUT. 

The  FHELPS. — Light  and  powerful,  well 
suited  for  a  lady.  Double  built  butt  and  joint, 
fitted  with  spiral  lock  joints,  snake  rings,  Universal 
winch  fittings,  and  cork  handle,  in  division  oase, 
9ft.  to  lift.,  with  two  tops   £Z    2  O 

The  DIXON. — One  of  the  best  rods  it  is 
possible  to  make.  Double  built,  fitted  as  above, 
9ft.  to  12ft.,  two  tops    £2    2  O 

The  DUKE. — Built  especially  for  dry  fly,  a 

Eowerful  rod  with  great  casting  power.  Double 
uilt,  with  inlaid   handle,   9ft.  to  12ft.,  two 
tops    £2    5  0 

Steel  centre  to  any  of  above,  £1  extra. 


A.  R.  M.,  in  Angler,  re  Fisheries  Exhibition : 
"  The  Duke  and  Dixon  are  really  first  class  split  cane 
rods,  light,  well  balanced,  and  possessing  a  great  deal  of 
casting  power."   

"  Menstone,  Wharfedale. 
"  Dkar  Sirs, — With  regard  to  the  split  cane  rod  you 
built  for  me  some  time  ago,  I  have  no  better  rod,  never 
had  a  better,  never  wish  for  a  better.  The  top  two  joints, 
togetVier  with  the  special  handle  you  made  to  my  instruc- 
tions, make  tjie  IovcUckI  little  trout  rod  imaginable.  Our 
North  country  anglers  are  in  the  habit  of  paying  from 
50  to  100  per  cent,  above  your  price  for  such  a  rod,  and 
they  ought  to  be  told  how  to  avoid  so  doing. — Yours, 

"  W.  0.  Platts." 


THE  ROD  OF  THE  FUTURE." 


The  New  Patent 
TUBULAR  STEEL  CENTRE 
CANE  BUILT  RODS. 


TROUT, 
with  two  tops, 
9ft.  to  12ft., 
£4  4s.  Od. 


SALMON, 
with  two  tops, 

from 
£6  6s.  Od. 


After  several  years'  experimenting  we  are  enabled  to 
put  on  the  market  our  Patent  Tubular  Steel  Centre,  the 
advantages  of  which  are  numerous. 

By  the  introduction  of  a  thin  tube  of  finely  tempered 
spring  steel,  instead  of  the  solid  steel  wire  formerly  in  use, 
we  are  enabled  to  produce  a  rod  very  much  lighter,  but 
with  an  enormous  increase  of  power,  and  at  prices  which 
will  compare  favourably  with  other  makers'  charges  for 
the  old  form  of  rod. 


SEA  TROUT,  GRILSE,  &  SALMON. 

The  DIXON.— Treble  built,  fitted  with  spiral 
lock  joints,  snake  rings.  Universal  winch  fittings, 
double  cork  handle,  and  patent  pneumatic  button. 
14ft.  15ft.  16ft.         17ft.  18ft. 

£    s.         ^    s.        £   s.       £     8.        £  8. 
3   15       4   10       5   5       5    10       5  15 
The  KENYON.— Treble  built,  with  two  fly 
tops,  and  extra  top  for  prawning  or  spinning. 
One  of  the  best  all-round  rods  procurable. 
14ft.        15ft.  16ft.  17ft.  I8ft. 

£   s.  £  £    8.  £  £  b. 

45         5         5    15         6  65 
The  EMPRESS.— Light  salmon  and  grilse 
rod,  as  supplied  to  H.I.H.  the  Empress  of  Russia. 
14et.,  £3  158.;  with  steel  centre,  £4  158. 
15ft.,  £4  10s.;  with  steel  centre,  £5  lOs. 


SPINNING  RODS,  &c. 

The  HENLEY  THAMES  SPINNING 
ROD. — Fitted  with  two  tops,  revolving  butt 
ring  and  loops,  snake  rings,  cork  handle, 
Universal  winch  fittings,  lock  joints,  and  pneu- 
matic button. 

50/-,  with  steel  centre,  70/-. 

A.  R.  M.  says:  "Very  nice  action  was  associated  with 
the  new  Thames  rod,  and  we  should  say  will  become  a 
great  favourite.  I  have  never  bandied  a  better  Thames 
trout  rod." 


Send  fox>  ou.x>  CAmLXjOGUE ;   it  will  sstve  you  fi^oim.  30  to  50  pex*  cent. 

frinted  and  Published  f*r  tk«  Pr*priet«rB,  Sampaon  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  by  Horace  Cox,  WindBor  House,  Bream's  Buildings,  Landon,  E.C. — Saturday,  June  17. 
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